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Ehitorinl Ammwal Address.

e O S e

PermiTrED by Divine favour to complete another volume of this work,
our first emotions are those of gratitude to Him who upholds our souls
in life, and from whom cometh every good gift and every perfect gift.

Here, in peaceful England, we are able to pursue such engagements
without “let or hindrance.” How blessed is that land which enjoys
peace and freedom within its own borders !

These thoughts have often occurred to us while hearing of wars,
and rumours of wars, in distant regions of the earth.

Inpra, during the last half of the present year, has filled the minds
of thousands of our countrymen with horror and anxiety. A mutiny,
unprecedented perhaps in the annals of history, has burst out, and deeds
of ferocious cruelty have been perpetrated which have made the whole
world turn pale.

‘We refer to this only for the purpose of reminding our readers that
to India the first baptist missionaries were sent. They went, but they
were forbidden to preach or teach Jesus Christ. The pious Hewry
MarryN was so distressed when he heard of this shameful interdict, that
he could not sleep for several nights. But Carey and MarsEMAN sat
down patiently to their translation work, and gave India the Bible.

Years passed away, and more liberty of action in propagating the
Gospel was reluctantly conceded ; and now, during the arduous struggles
that have been made to suppress the mutiny, the name of one General
stands conspicuous—* the man,” says the T'imes, “ who has—so far as
one man can be singled out for such praise—saved India.” GENERAL
Haverock is himself a baptist, and married the daughter of one of the
interdicted missionaries—Dr. Marsaman. What a change in fifty years!
The Government of India indebted mainly for its salvation to the son-in-
law of the companion and fellow-labourer of that “consecrated cobbler,”
Wirriam Carey, as Sydney Smith contemptuously called him !

We mention these things, now historical facts, not for vain boasting,
but to borrow from them an illustration, and a glorious one, of the
importance of adhering to religious principles. And we do so in the
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hope that such noble examples of consistency will teach a lesson to some
in our own land who now-a-days seem to hold both principles and con-
sistency in light estimation.

We refer to those who, avowing our principles, do not consistently
practice them. How many hundreds of baptized believers have allowed
circumstances to force them into a false position? How much stronger
would our individual churches, and the whole body, be, were all these
now numbered among our attendants and members. Instead of this, we
find them anywhere—everywhere. Some among Independents, others
among Methodists, and others in the Established Church !

We are quite aware that we shall be regarded as ‘ desperately bap-
tistical” in thus alluding to these matters. But we are prepared for all
that. We plead for the integrity of Christian Institations, and ,their
faithful observance in the face of the world. For this purpose we entered
upon our labours more than thirty years ago, and so long as we can
think and write we shall aim at the sathe great object.

And we have confidence that we shall be aided by our old and
attached friends. But as death is fast removing them, we hope that others,
in the vigour of life, will come forward promptly to fill up the ranks.

Trusting that we shall yet be able to sustain this periodical in the
position to which it has reached, and see it rise yet higher, we now.
desire for all our readers, as for ourselves, that we may all be “kept in
‘the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
unto Eternal Life.” .

. THE EDITOR.

Leicester, December 1, 1857.
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THE BAPTISTS OF THE UNITED STATES.

THE “American Baptist Publication
Society,” whose offices are at 118,
Arch Street, Philadelphia, publishes
every year a very valuable Almanack.
How long the Society has issued this
annual we know not; but for several
years past its Secretary, we believe,
has kindly favoured us with a copy,
for all which we desire to tender him
our best thanks.* Such a document
as this is worthy of being called a
“ Baptist Almanack,” and we cannot
help expressing our desire to see such
an Almanack, or Year-Book, or what-
ever else it might be thought proper to
call it, issued in England. We are
quite aware that something of the
kind has been attempted, but we are
far from being satisfied with what we
have seen. If such a thing is to be
done at all, it should be done in a
respectable style. Were we permitted
to offer a few suggestions we should
say that we know of no man more
competent, or, perhaps so competent
for this peculiar task—will he excuse
the liberty we take—as Brother How-
ard Hinton, if his present numerous
and arduous duties and the state of
his health would permit him. His
well.-known analytical powers, his
general knowledge, his intimate ac-

* Wiil the Secretary tell us, by post, how we can
beat forward to him a small parcel of our publications ?

B

quaintance with all the sections of the
baptist body in Great Britain or on
the Enropean Continent, his generous
spirit, and his unbiassed impartiality,
qualify him, in our opinion, above all
with whom we are acquainted, for this
important*duty. We are, of course,
aware that we have now every year
some excellent (ruit of his labours in
the .compilation of the ¢ Baptist
Manual,” which contains much of the
same kind of intelligence that we now
find in this Almanack of our trans-
atlantic brethren. But the ‘“ Manual”
is not an * Almanack.” We want a
publication, not merely to be read once
and laid aside, as we {ear the “ Manual”
too often is, but one that, in conse-
quence of its being an Almanack,
would be often referred to. Suach a
publication 1night be preserved and
become very valuable for reference in
futare years.

And, further, such a publication
might be illustrated by neat wood-
engravings, as this now before us is, of
chapels or colleges, or other buildings
erected by the baptists during the past
year, or by other scenes or subjects
adapted to the purposes of the publi-
cation. As to the filling up of its
pages, the usual dates might be occu-
pied with notable events from baptist

history, as well as a text from the
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bible for each day. We ought also
to have well-arranged statistics of all
the churches, ministers, associations,
colleges, societies, and institutions,
with brief memoirs of deceased minis-
ters, and various other useful matter
to fill up a neat and interesting paw-
phlet, which our childien as well as
ourselves might peruse with pleasure.

We confess that we did not, when
we sat down to write, intend to offer
such remarks as these. Neither can
we say with John Bunyan that “as
we pulled they came.” They arose
in our mind as we proceeded, and we
give them in therough—too undigested
very likely, bat, such as they are, we
offer them to the more mature con-
sideration of our readers.

But perhaps our suggestions will be
better understood, and our friends will
be better prepared to form their judg-
ment onthem, when we have discharged
the duty we sat down to perform—of
giving a general description of this
publication, and of selecting some of
its more valuable and important sta-
tistics and statements. This we shall
now attempt.

This Annual appears in a neat pam-
phlet form of forty-eight pages, with a
coloured cover ornamented by engrav-
ings. Besides the usual astronomical
notices, we have, opposite to each
monthly calendar, a spirited engraving
with suitable facts or remarks, One
of the twelve engravings is of the bap-
tism of a number of youthful converts
in a river by a venerable minister, and
the title-page is adorned with a repre-

1. AMEBRICAN BarrisT MissioNaRY UNION.

THE BAPTISTS OF THE UNITED STATES.

sentation of the new * Coliscum Place
Baptist Church, New Orleans”—a
spendid building, with a lofty spire.

“ The beautiful church edifice erected
by the Coliseumn Place Baptist Church,
in New Orleans, was dedicated May
5, 1855. It contains 162 pews in the
body of the church, and 28 in the
gallery, making 190 in all. The roof
1s vaulted, and supported by arches,
{rom which are suspended the chande-
liers. The walls are painted in imi-
tation of rose tinted marble. The
pews are situated at such an angle as
to cause the audience to face the
speaker without turning round. The
interior of the church presents an ex-
tremely neat and cheerful appearance,
and its location in front of Coliseum
Place adds to its attractiveness. The
church which will worship in this tem-
ple, with its eloquent and indefatigable
pastor, Rev. W. C. Duncan, has
struggled manfully to push through
the enterprise to a successful termina-
tion, and has a right (o rejoice at the
brilliant prospect opening up before
lto”

We have also a list of twenty-eight
weekly, fourteen monthly, and two
quarterly publications, with names of
editors and place of issue; and of
twenty-six colleges and ten Theological
Institutions, with names of tutors and
localities.

We have selected a few extracts
from its varieties, which our readers
will find in other parts of this number.
We now give a summary of institu-
tions and statistics,—

[1814.]

The Annual Meeting of the Board and the Union was held in the oity of Chicago, Ill.,

May 15—18, 1855. Receipts for the year, 114,907 dollars 08 ocents; expenditures,
145,528 dollars 31 cents; deficit in two years, 61,338 dollars 25 centa. Of the Mission-
ary Magazine, 5558 copies, and of the Macedonian, 38,258 copies, were circulated monthly.

Number of missions under the care of the Board, 22; stations 84, out-stations 574,
inclnding 406 in Germany; Missionaries, 57; female assistants, 63; native pastors and
preachers, 237 ; total, 337. Added during the year, 3 missionaries and 3 female assistants;
retired, 3 missionaries and 2 female assistents; died, 5 missionaries and 2 female as-
sistants. Under appointment, 2; applicants, 6. Mission churches abroad, 218; bap-
tized the past year, 2010; whole number of members, 17,548. Schools, 107; pupils,
2500.

OrriceEss.—Hon. Geo. N. Briggs, L.L.D., of Mass., President; Hon. Ire Harris, LLD,
of N. Y., Chairman of the Board; Rev. Solomon Peck, D.D., Foreign Secretary; Rev. Win,
H. Shaller, D. D., Home Secretary ; Nehemiah Boynton, Esq., Treasurer,

Missionary Rooms, 33, Somerset Street, Boston,
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2. AmenioaN Baprist PusLicatios Socsery. [18%4.]

The Soclety held its Thirty.First Anniversary at Chicago, Ill., May 11—14, 1855,
Receipts, 62,706 dollars 74 cents; expenditures, 52,660 doilars 22 cents. Net value of
property, 63,668 dollars 98 cents.

New publications in the year, 44; besides 20,000 copies of the Baptist Almanack, and
10,000 of the British Record. Total number of pages :ssued during the year, 26,598,000,
of whish 8,050,000 are of new publications. Total number printed, 32,149,000.

The number of publications now nn the Society’s Catalogne is 476; of which 218 are
bound volumes, and 255 Tracts, in English, French, Swedish and German.

The whole number of Colporteurs employed during the year, 111, including 34 students ;
now in commission 89, of whom 385 are sustained by fands specifically designated. As
the result of their labours, 86,722 volumes have been sold; 2107 volumes, and 485,080
pages of Traets gratuitously distributed ; 3201 sermons preached; 1816 prayer meetings
held; 368 hopeful converts baptized; 73,314 families visited; 15 new churches and 43
new Sunday schools organized.

Orr1CERS.—Mason Brayman, Esq., of Chicago, I, President; Rev. Wm. Shedrach,
D.D., Corresponding Secretary; Rev, J. Newton Brown, D.D., Editor; W. W. Keen, Esq.,
Treasurer; Rev, B. R. Loxley, Depository Agent. Depository, 118, Arch Street, Phila-
delphia.

AMEBRICAN BAPTIST BISTORBRICAL BSOCIETY.
Conpected with the A. B, Pablication Society.

The Second Anniversary was held in Brooklyn, N. Y., May 7, 1855. The Annual Ad-
dress was delivered by Rev. W. R. Williams, D.D., of New York, on “ Roger Williams.”

OFFICERS.—President, Rev. Wm. R. Williams, D.D.; Corresponding Secretary, Rev.J.
Newton Brown, D.D.; Recording Secretary, H. G. Jones, Esq., Philadelphia.

3. AmEgRICAN Barrist HoME Mission Sociery. [1832.}

The Twenty-third Annual Meeting was held at Brooklyn, N. Y., May 9, 1855. Reeceipts,
64,348 dollars 33 cents; expenditures, 64,205 dollars 85 cents.

Missionaries and Agents employed, 179; preaching in twelve languages, and in 16
States'and Territories. Stations and out-stations, supplied, 481; baptisms, 1026 ; churches
organized, 55; ministers ordained, 86; church edifices completed, 12; in progress, 22.

Sermons preached, 17,926; lectures and addresses, 1561; pastoral visits, 86,857 ;
prayer and other meetings, 9547; temperance pledges, 346; Sabbath schools, 227;
teachers, 1492; scholars, 10,614; volumes, 25,392; preparing for the ministry, 26;
contributions from charches aided, 5188 dollars 49 cents.

Orrlom.\s.—Hon. Albert Day, Hartford, Conn., President; Corresponding Secretary,
gev. Benjumin M. Hil), D.D.; Treasurer, Charles J. Martin. Office, 115, Nasaau

treet, N. Y.

Arrangements were made to procure an independent location, by special subscriptions,
under specific conditions,

4. AMERICAN AND ForrioN BiBLE Socrery. [1838.]

Annual Meeting at Brooklyn, N. Y., May 8, 1855. Receipts, 40,031 dollars 28 cents;
exclusive of 19,000 dollars for the Bible House ; expenditures, 39,989 dollars 79 cents.

Of the 85,000 dollars subsecription for the new house, 43,065 dollars 95 cents have
been collected. Rooms have been rented in the building, yielding an annual income to
the amount of 11,925 dollars, and others remain, valued at 850 dollars a year.

Central Europe has received liberul appropriations. Bibles are also on their way to
New-Mexico, and Mexien, California, Hayti, and New Grenada; besides the usual grants
to Missions in South Eastern Asie. Total grants, 23,600 dollars; in America, 3,090
dollars; in Euarope, 14,859; and in Asia, §544. In 18 years the Society has received
700,000 dollars; and sent forth more than a wmillion and a quarter copies of God's word,
in thirty or forty different languages.

A resolution was adopted to employ Colporteurs to eirculate the Scriptures more exten-
sively in our own country,

OFFtoEns.—Rev. Bartholomew T. Weleh, D.D., President; Rev. Rufus Babeock, D.D.,
Corresponding Secretary; Rev. J. B. Stone, Financial Secretary; Nathan E. Plat,
Treasurer. Rooms, 117, Nassau Street, New York.
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5. AMERICAN Baprist FrEE Misston Soorsry. [1843.]

The Annual Meeting was held in New York, May 10, 11, 1855. Reoeipts for the year,
7538 dollars 8 ceuts; expenditures, 4356 dollars 97 cents. Balance, 3170 dollars 11 cents.
Mission in Hayti, 3 statious; 1 missionary: 3 female assistants, 2 native preachers, and
3 native assistants, and 3 churches.

Orricers.—Rev. H. Hutchins, President; Rev. S. Howe, Corresponding Secretary;
Geo. Curtis, of Utica, Treasurer.

6. SouTHERN Baprist ConveENTION, [1845.]

The Biennial Meeting was held at Montgomery, Ala., May 11, 1855. President, Rev.
R. B. T. Howell, D.D.; B. C. Pressly, of Charleston, Treasurer.

Fo.nnmn MissioN BoarD.—DPresident of the Board, Rev.J. B, Jeter, D.D.,; Corres-
ponding Secretaries, Rev. J. B. Taylor, and Rev. A. M. Poindexter ; Treasurer, Archibald
Thomas, Esq. Office, Richmond, Va. Receipts, 36,274 dollars 48 cents. Expenditures,
31,549 dollars 11 cents,

DomEsric MissioN Boarp.—Receipts, 21,153 dollars 74 ceots; increase, over 2000
dollars; expenditures, 22,132 dollars 6 cents. Agents, 9; Missionaries employed, 99:
more accomplished than in any two former years, notwithstanding pestilence and famine.
President, Rev. J. H. DeVotie; Corresponding Secretary, Rev. J. Walker; Treasurer,
W. Hornbuckle, Office, Marion, Ala.

BisLe Boarp.—Receipts, 10,176 dollars; increase, 2000 dollars; Expenditures,
8802 dollars. President, Rev. W. H. Bayless; Corresponding Secretary, Rev. A. C. Day-
ton; Treasurer, C. A. Fuller. Office, Nashyille, Tenn.

PuBLicaTioN BoarD.—Receipts from donations, 2167 dollars, Corresponding Sec-
retary, Rev. J. P, Tustin; Treasurer, A, C. Smith, Esq. Office, Cherleston, 8. C.

AmEgicaN INDIAN MissioN AssociaTioN,—This body it was agreed at the meetings of
the Convention, should be merged in the Southern Board of Domestic Missions.

The next meeting is appointed to be at Louisville, Ky., the second Friday in May, 1857,
Rev. Wm. Carey Crane to preach the Annual Sermon; Rev. A. M. Poindexter, of Va.,
alternate. '

7. AmepmicaN Bisrw Uwnion. [1850.]

The Fifth Annual Meeting was held, Oct. 5, 1854, at New York, Receipts, 36,050
dollars 63 cents; Pledges, 140,000 dollars, payable in annual instalments. Expenditures,
35,378 dollars 80 cents; distributed thus—Spanish Scriptures, 831 dollars 45 cents;
French, 281 dollars 5 cents ; Italian, 665 dollars 55 cents ; German, 880 dollars 68 cents;
Rev.J. G. Oncken, 5000 dollars for German Bibles and 395 dollars designated for Mission
Chapels; lHome and Foreign Missions, by request, 189 dollars 50 cents; English Serip-
tures, 19,278 dollars 43 cents; Rent of Rooms, 500 dolars; Salaries and general ex-
penses, 7,303 dollars 44 cents. The Board publish a quarterly, entitled the Bible Union
Reporter. The revised version of 2nd Peter, the three epistles of John, and the epistle
of Jude have been pablished in an elegant quarto form, with notes. The Gospels of
Matthew and John, are in press.

Orricers.—Rev, Spencer H. Cone, D.D., President; Wm, B. Wyckoff, Corresponding
Secretary; Wm. Colgate, Treasurer. Rooms, 354, Broome Street, New York.

EpitoRtaL NoTs.—Had all the assoclations sent in their minutes in due season, there would have been
several thousands added to the General Summary oun the next page. The return of Licentiates is speclally
defective.

1t appears from calcnlations made on the Minutes, that there 1o an averago loss of 36,000 members every
year by death, exclusion, and excess of dismissal over reception by letters, The proportion s nearly thus:
—annual loss by death, 11,000; by exclusion, 12,000; by excess of dismnissal, 13,000, To meet this loss
there 18 an average GALN by restoration of about 2,500, besides the number baptized. From this it follows
tbat If tbe number of converts baptized In any year should fall below 33,000, there would be a positive de-
crease of our churches. What a stariling thought 1s this! What a call to dependence, to labour, and to
prayer! And when we find, as in the past year, that the nett galn, after ali these deductions, is over 30,000,
what shall we render 10 God for such a steady stream of grace to to our churches, continuing and increasing
year by ear?

What a solemn and sublime thought that our churches yleld an apnual revenue of cleven thousand
redeemed souls to heaven !
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GRAND TOTAL OF REGULAR BAPTISTS IN NORTH AMERICA.
=] @ 2]
£l |g2|2|2
STATES. B < ER k= 5 Total.

S| 5 |2208(%2

< (&) E2 |5 | a2
AlabBmMA, ccssseranescranscsrsnesones| 24 614 358] 28] 4,182 46,162
Arkansas cecericececssrcncsasesanes| 15 164 85 5 888 5,839
California «iveescvivaacosesnacsavues 1 20 11 5 494
ConneeticUt ......co0.cevcvseosercocs 7 111 114] 15 575 16 907
Florida ..ecseeccevevesreoassneranse 3 93 45 441 4,031
Georgia cevenceseoaannns 37 903 508 84/ 5,934 72,516
IlinoiS cecevecsaco-oon 28 433 347 4] 2,661 24,058
Indiana ....e. 26 498 253 23| 2,870 241,682
Indian Territory .. ........ 3 35 33 182 3,179
JOWB tevececcuvesenoosesntsncnnoncs 5 90 47 4 519 3,533
Kentucky ceevvseenasoceccoccassees.| 44 833 409 26| 6,058 73,373
Louisians e...ccvvenvesrsrccsannanes 8 146 66 5 622] 5,681
Maine .eevee ceecesoocievssisennsose 16 299 194 16 306 19,355
Maryland ...... ceeerersresnenne 1 33| 27 2 382 2,904
Massachusetts .....oevoeeeiianevssse| 14 258] 262 23] 955 31,854
Michigan ....oc0vennen. IR eeeese| 100 27T} 122 5 333 . 9,601
Minnesots «...coeesanen ceerianaensen 1 8 8 4 202
Mississippi cevevienieianecananinneas]| 21 520 815 4| 3,843 35,644
MiSSOUFE  .voeeavercaosencenss sesses| 81 539 340! 28| 3,418 31,358
New Hampshire ..cccececeeniieesens 7 96 75 2 253 8,229
New Jerseye...coveeanerarannnas 4] 107 124| 14/ 851 14,074
New York «ccovuan.. cevevsssasvenses) 43 828 741 96| 4,358 87,754
North Caroling ....eeoevevevecannaaes| 27 635 354| 51| 3,445 47,755
Ohio Leeveivnsnencasescnscnsonsnea.| 28 43 320 10| 2,114 24,958
Oregon +eivevennnsssecsssescsssoans 1 17 10f 1 108 442
Pennsylvania.cccoviiiiienvannaaesassl 181 3431 265 44| 2568 34,105
Rhode Island vuvsuiaiivrecnrncnnansons 2 52 55 9 311 7,337
Sonth Carolina .......... 16 446 321 19| 8,442 49,119
Tennessee voeecsveceosss . 20 567 377 30| 3,756 40,314
TeX83 cvevoanrennnrnnoannnan 13 215 134 762 8,068
Vermont,eeeeeseaceensossssannsennes 8 108 78] 5 435 7,851
Virginis cvoveneenncensansereannonn..| 26 642 358] 29| 5,996 92,428
Wisconsin ....... AP B | I K1 81 408 5,422
German and Dutch Churches in U, 8. 1 26 22| 11 200 1,225
Swedish Churches in U. 8. ............ 1 6 6 100 150
Welsh Charches in U. S. v.oveeeneneenes] 3 34 20 240 1,000
Total in the United States ............| 528]10,488| 6,887 592 63,727 843,660
British Provinees ....coeveveveraanses| 18] 835 200 2,250 25,000
West India Islands .....ovveeannan...| 4| 1100 125/ 38| 1,200 33,450
Total in North America .v.un...,. ees.| 540110,983] 7,212} 631 66,855 903,110
Anti-Mission Baptists in U. 8, ........| 155| 1,720 825 1,500 58,000
Free-Will Baptists ceueeeceeceennesorens 1,178] 1,107 49,809
General Baptists .......... 17 15 2,189
Seventh-Day Baptists ...... 71 77 6,351
Church of God veeevesennsns . 274 131 13,500
Disciples seciievenreannan cereevtanns 175,000
TonKers..vsveeroteensincecnnnonnans 1501 200 8,000
Mennonites «uveviierintiiainnanano. 300] 250 36,000
Grand Total in North Amerioa ........| 695)14,638] 9.817] 631]68.374 1,251,060




BARBAROUS TREATMENT

6

OF THE JEWS IN THE

MIDDLE AGES.

IN our closing number of last year,
we gave an extract [rom a sermon by
the Rev. C. M. Birrell, baptist min-
ister, Liverpool, preached in Blooms-
bury Chapel, Loundon, for the British
Jews' Soctety, on the “ Fall of Jeru-
salem and the Dispersion.” We now
give the further extract which we then
promised, and hope it will excite com-
passion, prayer, and effort, on behalf
of the children of Abraham.

“It must occur to every reader of
the history of what are termed the
Middle Ages, that there were great
general causes in operation which could
not but act unfavourably on the Jews.
Chivalry, which wrought se much
blended good and evil, was a source
of unwmitigated wretchedness to them.
Religious fanaticism was its ruling
spirit. The knight was the servant of
God, bound to protect the honour of
Christ and of His virgin mother by
the sword. He who died that men
might not die, and who, in dying,
prayed that vengeance might not fall
upon His murderers, was to be hon-
oured by the slaughter of unbelievers,
without mercy and without discrimina-
tion. Who among unbelievers was so
guilty as theJew ?  What could be so
acceptable to heaven as bis extermina-
tion from the earth ? It must be
observed, too, that the usurious pur-
suits of the Jew tended mighiily to
sharpen the asperity of his enemies.
The pursuit of gain as the chief
object of life gives a peculiar mean-
ness to human character; and to this
calling, in its most offensive form, the
Jew was in fact shut up. Cominerce
was at an end. The corporate towns
forbade him to follow trade. He
could only grasp what he could by
means of usury, and, instead of apply-
ing his gains to the good of society,
affect abject poverty in order to their
preservation.  This habitual decep-
tion debased his character, and gave
a shadow of justice to the savage

treatment which was meted out o
him.

Partly through these influences,
Spain, so long the protectress of the
Jews, began to retrace her steps.
They occupied stations so high, and
constituted so decidedly the strength
and glory of the nation, that the task
was not easy. But the clergy, calcu-
lating ou the fanaticism of the people,
began to preach against them with
(urious energy. They bad not mis-
judged their auditories. The popu-
lation of the chief cities, in answer to
the appeal, rose and consumed the
most splendid dwellings to ashes, and
spread plunder and inassacre through
the country. Two hundred thousand
enforced converts were made, who,
bowing before the altars of Rome,
fulfilled the prediction that ¢ they
should serve other gods which neither
they nor their fathers had known,
even wood and stone.” But after
being watched (or the greater part of
a century with a sleepless jealousy,
the clergy began to doubt the com-
pleteness of their trinmph. -The con-
verts appeared to offer but a reluctant
submission to the church. It was
suspected that in secret meetings they
observed the usages of their law, for
that on the christian sabbath no smoke
was ever observed to arise from their
dwellings. The inquisition, in a new
and special form, was invoked. The
holy father gave his consent, not
without reluctanee. The populace,
bigoted as they were, beheld with
horror the too well-known prepara-
tions. Secret informations were de-
manded. Persons who never saw or
knew their accusers were condemned
to die. Property to an enormous ex-
tent was confiscated and turned into
the coffers of the church. In the
public places of Seville, bundreds
were committed to the flames; and
these only a selection from thousands
who perished by less public means.
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Such was the fate of those who had
gwerved from the law of their fathers,
but that of those who had remained
true to it did not tarry. It was de-
manded of the reigning princes, Fer-
dinaud and Isabella,—names which
kindle, on many grounds, our interest
and esteem,—that the soil of Spain
should be purified from all heresy.
They trembled on the verge of the
terrible edict,—the king from policy,
the queen from tenderness of con-
science,—for she who, contrary to the
advice of her theologians, sent back
to freedom the five hundred Indian
slaves whom Columbus had presented
to her, must have possessed both gen-
tleness and decision. Bat it was
through those very qualities that this
fatal appeal reached her. When an
immense sum had been offered for
the arrest of the edict, the chief in-
quisitor rushed into the royal presence
with the crucifix, exclaiming, ¢ Behold
Him whom Judas sold for thirty
pieces of silver: sell ye Him for more,
and give your acconnt to God!” The
day was won. The law was, baptism
or eternal exile. Six hundred thou-
sand, with a courage which cannot
but be honoured, determined to aban-
don all rather than desert their ancient
faith, They left the country in which
their fathers had dwelt for three cen-
turies, which they had enriched by
their commerce, fertilised by their in-
dustry, and adorned by their learning.
And whither did they flee, since every
country in Europe hated them ?
Portugal offered equivocal mercy.
The poverty of the king induced him
to allow them, on the payment of a
certain sum for every individual, to
enter his territory at certain fixed

laces, and travel to the shore to em-
bark for Africa or some of the savage
islands then recently discovered. They
seized the grace, but found, when on
the brink of embarkation, that a secret
order had been issued that all children
under fourteen years of age should be
seized by force, baptized, and brought
up as christians. Horror ran through
all hearts. Frantic mothers, rather

than yield their infants, cast them
into wells and rivers, or strangled
them in secret places; and then, en-
barking in ships already tainted with
the plague, found in the depths of the
ocean that rest which the earth had
denied to them, or sought on some
pagan shore that liberty to breathe the
common air which the professed fol-
lowers of the Prince of Peace, the
Messiah promised to their fathers,
would not grant; in either case to cry
with a deeper anguish, ¢ Behold, and
see if there be any sorrrow like unto
my sorrow, which is done unto me,
wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me
in the day of His fierce anger.”

England, let it be confessed, during
these times, was not more tolerant
than the rest of Europe. From the
age of the Saxons down to the Com-
monwealth, no sincere attempt was
made to give them the rights of men.
Their entire history on our soil has in
it a melancholy and dismal sameness.
Every king, from the first Richard to
the first Edward, appeared to proceed
on the principle of first promulgating
laws which permitted to the Jew the
tranquil accumulation of wealth, and
then of withdrawing all restraint from
popular malice, which usually crowned
the whole by legal murder.

We ought not to forget the fanati-
cism of our countrymen, and the
rapacity of our monarchs in their
operation on this miserable people,—
how firmly it was believed that they
crucified christian children, a belief
always prevalent (their historian ob-
serves) when the king was in want of
gold ; how often they were charged
with acts of treason against the
government which they never perpe-
trated; how they were assaulted by fire
and sword as the enemies of the faith,
until, with the stern spirit of their
fathers, they chose death by lheir.
own weapons (as in the citadel of
York) rather than fall into the hands
of christians, So completely, indeed,
had they become the ‘prey of the
mighty,” that they were actually sold
as a body by one of our kings to his
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own brother,—a bargain, of which our
national records still preserve the terms.

Individual and national character
must be endowed with more than com-
mon strength if it can survive such
treatment,  The despised speedily
become despicable. The qualities
with which the oppressor justifies his
conduct have been, for the most part,
the product of oppression. The vie-
tim is first corrupted, and then perse-
cated on account of his corruption.
So far from deeming debasement
strange, under the circumstances I
have mentioned, it strikes me as won-
derful, that so much independence
should bave continued, as to have led
them to entreat permission to flee from
the kingdom. That scanty concession
was for a long time denied. It came,
however, at last. Parliament placed
among the laws of the realm the statnte
which doomed them to perpetual ban-
ishnent. The terrors of Spain were
repeated in England. Leaving behind
them all their property, which went
direct to the king, together with their
splendid libraries and manuscripts,
which were handed over to the con-
vents, and still in part exist at our uni-
versities; and notwithstanding those
sacrifices, amid execrations which led
many to drown themselves at the last
moment, fifteen thonsaud exiles took
their departure to seek a precarious
breathing spot in other lands,—lands
already bound by intolerant laws, and
commisioned by the higher influences
of a just God, still further to verify
the prediction: ‘Thou shalt find no
ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot
have rest: but the Lord God shall
give thee a trembling heart, and failing
of eyes, and sorrow of mind ; thy life
shall hang in doubt before thee, thou
shalt fear day and night, and shall
have none assurance of thy life.'—
( Deut. xxviii. 66.)

Although it is true that since the
revival of learning and the diffusion
of a more enlightened spiritin Europe,
their condition has been materially
improved, the Jews are yet far from
receiving the commiseration to which

they are entitled as a fallen people, or
the justice which they claim as men.
Even if the position which the Israel-
ite holds among the Western nations
had been conceded to him in other
lands, he would still have been an ex-
ile looking towards a country which he
dare not enter, and desiring services
which he is forbidden to present.
But, in addition to the continued de-
privation of what he reckons his rights,
he is visited, and nowhere more
severely than in the home of his
fathers, with contempt and insult.
Jerusalem is not his. He can obtain
only by purchase leave to approach
her walls, and to utter his wail over
her desolations. The Turk may
drive him from the tomb of Abraham ;
and only because it is impossible to
withhold it, does he grant him a spot
in which he way lay his bones. < The
stranger that is within thee hath got
up above thee very high, and thou hast
come down very low.” Wherever, in
short, they sojourn at the present
moment,—~whether in China, in India,
or along the wastes of Russia, in their
earliest settlements in Mesopotamia
and Assyria, among the sands of in-
terior Africa, or in the heart of the
rising cities of insular or continental
America,—although, according to the
prediction of Balaam, they dwell alone
in the proud persuasion that they are
shut out by the Lord, not as an un-
worthy, but as a sacred people, it is
for the most part true, that their food
is the bread of sorrow, and their drink
the water of bitterness.”

Mr. B., at the conclusion of his
discourse, observes :—* It is well, it is
imperative, that there should be again,
as there was in former years, a Society
for Israel of perfectly catholic consti-
tution, going forth with nothing in its
hands but the free everlasting gospel.
Its labours have been greally blessed,
and only need the extension which en-
larged contribuiions would procure, and
the heavenly blessing which cordial
prayer would bring down from Himnwho
sits upon the throne, and who remem-
bers those whose nature He still bears.’
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Purtry,

“OH!
THE VERSES AND

MOURN YE FOR

ZION!”
TUNE BY A LADY.

Oa! mourn ye for Zion! her beaatly fs faded,
Her joy 18 departed, her glory s fled ;

The light and the hope of her fatnre is shaded,
She wanders in darkness, her comforts are dead.

Oh, pray ye for Zion; though sad and forsaken,
Though scorn’d and derided, despised and forlorn.
The trath of Jehovah her God !s unshaken,
Her night shall but asher & glorions morn.

©Oh1 labour for Zfon ; though now in her blindness
She knows not her Savlour, Messiah, and Lord,

Yet guided hy mercy, the life-tones of kindness
May win her dull ear to the voice of His word.

Oh! watch ye for Zlon; the day-spring s hreaking,
Her night has been gloomy, but shortly will end;

Jerusalem’s Saviour in mercy
And goon sball the heart of

18 speaking,
the penitent bend.

Oh1 hope ye for Zion ; salvation is pear,
And brighter than morn’s roseate glow shall be seen;
The great Sun of Righteousness soon shall appear,
The beam of Hls glory shall giadden her scene.

Rejoice yo for Zton! Jehovah hath spoken,
Jernsalem’s outcasts shall yet be restored,

The bonds of the sorrow~bound slave shali be broken,
And Judah be free at the word of the Lord !

Syiritual

Cahimet,

FROM MILNER'S ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIANITY.

TaE NEw BirTa.—Can you think
that the bare historical facts of the
birth, and life, and death of our Lord
have effected any, even the smallest,
change in human nature? If that
nature were corrupt before the occur-
rence of those great events, it is cor-
vupt still, Christ himself says,  That
which is born of the flesh is flesh.”
Nor has baptismn, of itself, any moral
influence, as is evident from matter of
fact, seeing that the baptized offspring
of Christian parents show the same
evil dispositions which are apparent
in children of heathen descent. Must
not, then, the new birth be something
which is the substance of that emblem,
the reality of which baptisn is but

c

the figure ?  Are not men made “ the
children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus?” If you, my friends, should
ever become truly sensible of your
wretched and hopeless condition by
nature, (as 1 pray God you may,) you
will deeply feel your need of Christ;
nor will you rest until you are as ‘well
assured of your restoration to light,
peace, freedom, and Divine commu-
nion, as you will then be of your
absolute need of those blessings, in
order to render you comfortable here,
as well as happy herealler.
JustivicatioN BY FarrH.—Now,
it is in this matter of justification
(wherein men’s Works are of no ac-
count, and all is of grace, through
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faith,) that the peculiar glory—pardon
my frequent repetition of what is to
me most precions—that the peculiar
glovy, I say, of Christianity consists.
In this it shines with a lustre of its
own, beyond and distinct from all
other religions. Let false religions be
multiphied by depraved human nature
in ten thousand various ways, they all
alike proclaim their author to be man;
they all tend to the praise of men, by
affording opportunity to the creature
to exalt himself, and by teaching him
to depend upon his own strength and
goodness. Not so the religion of Jesus.
Faith is here the only instrument in
the receiving of Divine favour: and
tbat not at all on her own account, but
because she alone is of a self-renounc-
ing nature, and refers the whole glory
to God. * Therefore it is of faith,
that it might be by grace.” Give up
this, and Christianity has lost her
stamp of Divinity, and stands undis-
tinguished among the multitude of
human religions.

TrorH, FaiTe, REPENTANCE,
Hovriness.—Having bad some op-
portunity of observing the extreme
confusion and perplexity which the
equivocal and ambiguous use of words
hasintroduced into the Christian world,
I have thouglht that an attempt to
elucidate the true meaning of some of
the most remarkable Scriptural ex-
pressions might be of some service in
clearing up men’s ideas respecting the
nature of the gospel ; and with this
view [ have attempted to fix the Scrip-
tural sense of the terms, the truth;
faith ; repentance; and holiness. It
has appeared, I think, with abundant
evidence, that the truth, as that ex-
pression is used in Scripture, means
God’s gift of eterual life through Jesus
Christ our Lord to a lost world : that
it is the business of faith to receive
this gift; that repentance is that
change of mind which, in the nature
of things, takes place in the receiver;
and that holiness is that universal love,
in which properly consists the enjoy-
ment of this unspeakable gift.

CABINET.

HINDRANCES TO BELIEVING.—A
disposition to cling to a false or in-
offectual resoarce; an excessive timid-
ity of spivit; a too great leaning on
others, who may nevertheless be most
justly esteemed ; an aptitude, in short,
to learn anything, save the very thing
that is to be learned; these are all
great hindrances in the way of believ-
ing, and are evils that often cleave
very close to the soul which is, as it
were, suspended between death and
life. He that believeth on me, saith
our Lord, hath passed from death unto
life. The soul has but cne step to
make ; and yet, simple as thatstep is,
it is the most arduous thing in the
world; the more arduous, even, by
reason of its simplicity, to the corrupt
state of fallen man, The truth of
God supposes and requires this
duty. “He- that hath received
this testimony hath set to his seal
that God is true.” “He that be-
lievath not God hath made him a liar;
because he believeth not the record
that God gave of his Son. And this
is the record, that God hath given to
ns eternal life, and this life is in his
Son.” Ought men to doubt whether
God be true ? whether his word afford
as good a ground of dependence as is
afforded by * the witness of men ?”
Assuredly not!  Believe, then, O
praying soul, says the spirit of wisdom.
Cast thyself in simple confidence on
Christ. Whatever natural pride may
tell thee to the contrary, thy works
and thy duties have nothing to do
with thy acceptance with God. God
hath given thee eternal life in his Son.
Believe him; and accept it as thine
own for ever. The very nature of
the righteousness, by which alone a
sinner can be justified before God, re-
quires and supposes the duty of be-
lieving The renunciation of all
righteousness of our own is required
and implied in the very manner of
accepting this perfect righteousness;
and the faith whichaccepts it disclaims,
in this point of view, all duties, the
duty of believing among the rest, and
looks to Christ alone as ALL,
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Reviems.

The Analogy of Religion, to the constitu-
tion and course of nuture : also, Fifteen
Sermons, (on subjects chiefly ethical),
preached in the chapel of the Rolls
Court. .By Joseph Bufler, D.C.L.,
Bishop of Durham. With a Life of
the Author, a Copious Analysis, Notes
and Indexes. By Josepu Anaus,
D.D, Author of * The Bible Hand-
Book,” etc. London : Religious Tract
Society.

For us to say anything in commendation
of Butler's Analogy would be only to
expose ourselves to the charge of doing
a work of supererogation—like holding
up a candle to the sun. But this is a
pew Edition, and not an ordinary oue,
prepared for the press by Dr. Angus,
the respected Principal of the Stepney
Baptist College ; and we prefer occupy-
ing the remainder of our space with
some extracts from his Preface, in ex-
planation of his desigus. We ouly wish
to add, that in our jndgment this is
decidedly the best Edition of Butler’s
masterly work that has yet been pub-
lished.

“ The volume which is now introduced
into the Educational Series of the Religious
Tract Society, contains one of the most re-
markable productions of modern times. It
is one of the best works on Christian evi-
deuces in any Janguage: it forms an admir-
able mental discipline; while the spirit in
which it is writter, and the profound sug-
gestive truths it contains, make it one of the
most instructive books (quite apart from its
main purpose), that can be put into the
hands of a thoughtful student.

Iu this edition, pains have been taken to
secure an accurate text. In the Analogy, the
beautiful edition of Professor Fitzgerald has
been followed throughout; the text of the
Sermons is taken from the fourth edition,
published under Butler's own eye. He has
therefore givengthe text as Butler published
it, indicating, by wmarginal letters and
figures, what he deems to be the traiu of
argument. These letters and figures are
explained in the analysis prefixed to each
chapter.

The analysis is not intended to supersede
the text, but simply to help in studying it.
It is therefore as brief as possible, and so
framed as to require continual reference to
Butler himself. . . . From experience, the
Editor oan affirm, that with most young stu-
dents, some such aid is essential to the
mastering of the arguments of the volume,

The notes appended to this Edition have
a threefold aim. Sometimes they give the
history of the opinions Butler is refuting,
or trace the influence of Butler's own views
upon later writers. Sometimes they correct
or modify arguments, which more modern
inquiry has shown to be of questionable
force ; and sometimes they point out what
most christian men will admit to be deficien-
cies in the evangelical tone or sentiments of
the Author. Notes of the second and third
kind have been added with some diffidence.
The Editor yields to none in reverence for
Butler’s spirit, or in general admiration of
the soundness of his reasoning. But the
claims of truth are paramount; and after
all that has been written on the subject of
which Butler treats, there is really no great
presumption in suggesting the eorrections
which this volume will be found to contain.

The Index to the volume has heen pre-
pared with considerahle care. By giving the
chapter, as well as the page of each refer-
ence, it is hoped that the Index may be
easily available for framing questions on the
entire book.”

1. Notes on Scripture Lessons, 1853.
2. Sunday School Class Register and
Diary, 1856.
3. Hints and Helps in using the Third
Class Book.
4. Teachers Class Register, 1856.
5. Scripture Lessons for Elementary
Classes, 1856.
6. Sunday School Union Magazine, 1855
7. Bible Class Magazine, 1855.
8. Child's own Magazine, 1855.
9. The Child's Scrap Book.
10. Tracts for Parents, Teachers, and
Children.

Taese annual publications of the London
Sunday School Union have our heariy
commendation.

Essentials of Christianity. By Josern
Miver. London: Religious Tract
Society.

Moee than forty years ago, when the

mind of the writer was led to reflect

seriously on matters of the highest im-

portance, some friend put into his hands

a narration of the conversion of Mr.

Milner from self-righteous Pharisaism

to a belief in Evangelical truth. He

bas yet an indistinet recollection of its
excellence and the profit he derived
from it.
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When, therefore, we received a copy
of the work before us, we sat down to
read it with some interest, believing it
wonld be worthy an attentive perusal;
and we were not disappointed. More
than this, woe found it to be a clear ex-
position of the * Essentials of Christian-
ity,” and so rich in evangelical truth that
we do not recollect a book of the same
kind from which we ever received more
scriptural information and spiritual profit.
In previous pages of this number will be
found a few extracts from the work.

CORRESPONDENCE.

We are informed in the Introduction
how the manuscript copy of this truly
valuable volume slumbered in some secret
recess for many years. Now, however,
thanks to the Religious Tract Sociely, it
sees the light, and our conviction is that
it will be highly appreciated by all who
love the truth. If Butler, with a clear
head defended well external cbristianity,
Milner, with as clear a head and a warmer
heart, has set forth the power of the gos-
pel to change the mind and save the soul.

Currespondence,

BAPTISM OF THOUSANDS.
To the Editor of the Baptist Reporter.

Dear Sie,—When conversing with
you a few evenings ago, you expressed
a desire that I should farnish youn with
a copy of some of the remarks which
I made at a recent baptism.

The text was from 2 Acts 41, 42.
My design was, to shew with what facil-
ity even thousands may be immersed by
a competent number of administrators
in eastern climates. The following were
some of the remarks I then made :—

Those professing baptist sentiments
since the days of Christ, had invariably
maintained that believers alone were fit
subjects for the ordinance—but that the
p=dobaptist had never agreed in refer-
ence to their views of the question.

The chorch of Rome and the Greek
church affirmed that baptism was neces-
sary to salvation.

The Lutheran church believed that a
kind of faith was given to the child by
the Holy Spirit, and referred to Jobn in
proof of this. . .

The Episcopal church required faith,
bot as they found it not in the child they
obtained it from sponsors.

The majority of Independents and
Wesleyans say that children have a right
to a place in the * visible church,” in
cousequence of the piety of their parents,
and refer you for their authority to the
Abrahamic covenant and circumcision.

Dr. Halley had, however, more re-
cently come forward and proved (as he
said) to a demonstration the fallacy of
these ol notions, and that it was the

duty of ministers of the gospel to “dis-
ciple all mations,” without reference to
caste or creed by baptizing and teaching.

A reference was then made to an
assembly of divines in Germany, who,
alarmed at the rapid progress of baptist
sentiments in the Germanic states, had
met to discuss the merits of *infant
sprinkling.” But it was found, after
several hours, that there was no uni-
formity whatever in their opinions, and,
after much that was bitter and contra-
dictory, they broke up, saying that infant
baptism was not a fit subject for dis-
cussion in a pablic assembly. Well in-
deed would it have been for their cause,
if they had come to that decision a little
earlier and never met at all.

The advocates of the Abrahamic
covenant and baptism having come in
the place of circumcision, were requested,
| first, to prove that circumcision had been
abolished. This question had been dis-
cussed at considerable length by three or
four talented meu in Calcutta; but that
the disputants were compelled. (in the
preacher’sopinion,) toleaveit where they
found it.

The houscholds were nekt adverted to. .
‘Three only were meutioned in a period
extending over nearly seventy years.
Paul mentioned one and Luke two.
Paul declared before he had finished his
epistle, that there were no infants in his
household: *Ye know the house of
Stepbanus, that it is the first fruits of
Achaia, and that they have addicted
themselves to the ministry of the saints ;"

and if there had been any infants in
Luke’s bouschold, he would not, as a
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faithful historian, haVe passed them over
in silence, inasmuch as he distinctly
affirmed, that of all that Jesus began
to do and to teach he had a perfect un-
derstanding, and that he wrote in order
that Theophilus might know the certainty
of those things wherein be bad been in-
stracted.

As to the baptism of the three thon-
sand in one day, it bad never appeared
a difficulty to the preacher.

A far greater difficulty arose out of the
command that all males, beyond a certain
age, should appear three times a year at
Jerusalem ;—how could they leave their
families and tbeir occupations? But
God never gave a command which his
gervants were not able to perform. See
Exodus xxxiv. 23, 24.

In reference to the administration of
the ordinance there is no statement made
about the number engaged. Jernsalem
was a large city, and the probability is
that the twelve, with the otber seventy,
divided their strength, so that the gospel
might be made known in all parts of the
city; and it was vot, we apprehend,
until these parties came together in the
evening of the day that they ascertained
the number baptized and received into
the fold.*

If the seventy and twelve baptized
they would have on an average less than
thirty-seven each.

If, however, only the twelve, then 250
each. Dr. Bertram, of St. Helena, told
the preacher that he baptized sixty one
sabbath morning in about a quarter of
an bour.

As to the difficulty of a change of rai-
ment it was stated, that resident Jews
would find a change at their own houses,
but that those who bad come from a dis-
tance had doubtless brought a change
with them, as they would never appear
at the temple in their travelling garbs.
But even if they had no cbange of gar-
ments, that would not have prevented
their baptism, as the wearing of wet gar-
ments (it being the time of harvest when
the weather was hot) would in no way
inconvenience them.

Thousands of natives in oriental climes
frequently do this in preference to a
change after bathing,

As to “Where could they obtain
roomsP” it was stated that those who
bad travelled from a distance had, in all

® A similar plan s pursued by misstonarles and
native proachers at the largo festivals in [naia.
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probability, brought booths, (see ILev.
xxiii. 42, 43,) and that the resident Jews
could surely change their garments in
their own houses.

But even if they had not booths, this
could not prevent their baptism, as the
style of dress in an oriental clime is such,
that it will admit of being changed on
the banks of any tank or river without
the slightest indecorum.

In reference to the baptists being in a
minority, it was stated that the Chinese
boasted of their majority against chris-
tians; the Romap Catholics against
Protestants; and the Hindoos against
the missionaries. With Christ and his
immediate successors on our side we
care not for the majorities.

In reference to the “quantity of
water,” it was observed that the Jews
might bave said, Surely it can be of no
consequence whether in the feast of the
passover we eat leavened or unleavened
bread—and then the leavened is much
more palatable than the unleavened?
Bat, there is the command, * Whosoever
eateth leavened bread from the first day
until the seventh day, that soul shall be
cut off from Israel.”

The commands of God are too solemn
to be trifled with, for Jesus is not only
our Redeemer, but Lord and King. “Him
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever
he sball say unto you. Every soul which
will not hear that prophet shall be
destroyed from among the people.” *He
that taketh not his cross and followeth
after me is not worthy of me.”

AN Inpian MissioNamy.

WAR AND CHRISTLANITY.
To the Editor of the Baptist Reporter.

Dgrar Sir,—Upon such a subject as
the violent destruction of mankind, if
there be a doubt, bowever indeterminate,
whether christianity does not probibit it
—if there be a possibility, however re-
mote, that the happiness and security of
a nation can be maintained without it—
an examination of such possibility or
doubt may reasonably obtain our atten-
tion as professors of christianity. Two
years have glided down the stream of
time since the preseut war commenced,
and hundreds of thousands npon hundreds
of thousands have been burried from the
agonies of the battle-field into the pre-
gence of their Great Judge. When wo
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contemplate man as a rational creature,
created by the Almighty, and placed in
this world as the only being acconntable
to God for his actions, is it not worthy
of notice, and remembrance too, that he
is the only being in creation that engages
in the destrnction of his own species?
Could we divest ourselves of the influ-
ence of habit, and contemplate a battle
of men with those emotions which it
would excite in the mind had we never
bofore heard of human slaughter, we
should be filled with astonishment
and horror; and werc it attempted to
explain to us the strongest motives for
man thns meeting his fellow in deadly
conflict, we believe we should not be able
to comprehend how any possible gircum-
stances could make it reasonable. We
arc aware that our opinions are in direct
antagonism to the views held by many
estimable men, among whom are not a
few ministers of the gospel. We are
frequently told by these, that the present
is a “just and necessary war,” and that
those engaged in it are ‘‘acting under a
sense of duty,” and in obedience to the
government under which they live; there-
fore, we ‘“ought not to impute to them
the guilt of slaying each other.” To
those who are in favonr of war, this kind
of reasoning may appear very satisfac-

tory, but we cannot discover in the gos-

ACTIVITY.

pel scriptures, that a dispensation has
been given to any of the potentates or
governments of the earth to dissolve, at
their discretion, the responsibility of man
to God for his actions; and hence weo
conceive, that he who acts in obedience
to the instructions of others and takes
away the life of individuals who are
considered to be enemies, is none the
less, on this account, responsible to God.
We believe it to be our duty, as the pro-
fessors of the religion of Jesus Christ,
not to be guided by the mere opinions of
men, but to inquire iuto tho decisions of
christianity upon this question. We
should refer to the general tendency of
the gospel, to the declaraticns of Jesus
Christ, and to the sentiments and prac-
tice of his commissioned disciples. We
shonld not propose any other standard of
rectitude, than that which christianity
has set up, nor admix any merely haman
principles with the principles which she
inculoates. We should inquire upon this
sabject as upon all others—What is the
mind of Christ ? We read his will in those
imperishable sayings which he uttered
when seated on the mount, and if we
find them opposed to all war, then we
should not be afraid or ashamed to
declare that war is-a direct and palpable
act of disobedience to the divine com-
mand. J.8.C.

Christion HActinity.

THE CURATE OF BONMAHON AND HIS
SCHOOLS.

A rew days ago a curious little pam-
phlet reached us by post, with the fol-
lowing singular title page :—* A Pictorial
Outline of the rise and progress of the
Bonmahon Industrial, Infant, and Agri-
cultural Schoole, County of Waterford.
With Iilustrations from Photographic
Pictures. Established by the Rev. David
A. Doudney, Curate of Monksland.
Irelaud: Printed at the Bonmahon In-
dustrial Printing School, established
Oct. 1851.”

The village of Bonmahon is on the
south-west coast of the County of Water-
ford. The scenery is described as beauti-
ful, and there are copper-mines in the

vicinity ; but the dwellings were wretched
cabins, and the people ignorant and mis-

erable—about 1000 souls in 150 cabins.
Their case seemed utterly hopeless, for
they were blind papists led by blind
priests, hating everything English and
Protestant. Mr. D. first visited Ireland
in Nov., 1846, at the time of the great
famine, and administered extensive re-
lief, provided by friends in England, to
the sufferers in Tipperary.

In Sept. 1847, Mr. D. was appointed,
by the Bishop of Cashel, Curate of
Monksland, Bonmahon. Mr. D. thus
describes his feelings on entering the
scene of his future labours,—

“Qne's heart perfectly sickened in
walking through the village itself, and
beholding the filth, and the wretchedness,
and the wisery, that presented itself on
every hand. It seemed unendurable.
One felt as though one could never settle
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down in the midst of so much that was
g0 exceedingly depressing. It had been
gaid by the Bishop of Cashel, in his first
conversation with the writer npon the
subject of Ireland, that ‘it needed a
Missionary spirit; that there was no-
thing to be found in Ireland pleasing to
flesh and blood.” The ‘missionary
gpirit’  was, under the circumstances
mentioned, put to a severe test. The
writer has a vivid recollection even at
this distant moment of the sinking of
heart this scene produced, to say nothing
of meeting a strange congregation—the
majority Wesleyan Methodists— for a
first time. However, time rolled on ; the
strangeuess subsided ; one gradually be-
came inured, but never reconciled, to

15

the sadly-neglected condition of the peo-
ple, and more especially the young, of
the village. Connected with his own
little Church, standing near the brow of
the hill, was a Parochial School ; but the
elder boys of that School were growing
up without the slightest prospect of oc-
cupation. The writer felt this, both on
their own account, and ou that of their
parents. An idea had long presented
itself to his mind—suggested first by a
similar institution in the East end of
London—it was that of a Printing School,
in connection with a Parochial School.”
We shall give some further details of
this remarkable enterprize, and its truly
wonderful results, in future numbers,

Warratives ond Anechotes.

Macavuravy's HisTorY oF ENgLAND.—
In an introduetory notice of volumes 3
and 4 of this popular work, the Z'imes of
Dee. 17, thus refers to what may be re-
garded as aun epoch in the history of
publishing. * For full seven years the
public has waited for the continuation of
Mr. Macaulay’s History ; nor is it too
much to assert that its appetite in the
meantime has been keenly stimulated by
the unexpected delay. For several
London seasons a shadow has been seen
projected on the blind of a window, pre-
sumed to be that of the Historian's study,
and many have observed this visible evi-
dence of a great labour with the specu-
lative interest which attaches to a great
renown. The fruits of that labour have
been welcomed in advance by the largest
preliminary sale of recent years. The
public have called for some 30,000 copies,
or, to put it plainly, 60,000 volumes, of
a work of which previonsly they had not
beheld a single page. Its fortunate pub-
lishers, we learn, have been embarrassed
to meet this unusual demand. Their
arrangements have been unprecedented ;
a chamber of considerable dimensions
has been set apart for the packing of so
many thousand volumes at a time, and
several other rooms have been cleared to
receive these in relays. We are unable
to state the extraordinary number of
carts, men, and horses, required for the
simultaneous delivery of so many vol-
umes, but which have tested to the ut-

most the narrow capacity of Paternoster-
row. These are the material incidents
of the appearance of this coveted work ;
but its expected issue has suspended
other literary ventures ; it has disturbed
all publishing and bookselling arrange-
ments, and devoured for a time the
promise of authorship. Such a popular
advent, therefore, claims immediate at-
tention. We must go about our work
methodically. Any critical judgment we
may have to pronounce must be post-
poned for a preliminary duty. We have
to tell the reader what is before him,
and to stimulate his paper knife. There
are exactly 1,600 pages, then, for him to
cut throngh. And when he has achieved
this labour he will find that he has before
him the history of England for some
eight or nine years—from the Proclama-
tion of William and Mary to the Peace
of Ryswick in 1697. It startles us to
find that this history has consumed almost
an equal interval of our own centary in
its preparation. In the meantime, we
have been fabricating other history.
Time has passed, storing his wallet with
other and weightier scraps for oblivion.
The historical scroll unrolls almost as
rapidly as Mr. Macaulay is able to illumi-
nate it. He proposed in his first sen-
tence to write the History of England
tdown to a time which i3 within the
memory of men still living.’ Can he at
his present pace fulfil his promise? or
will he leave us a fascinating fragment,



16

a splendid but convicting proof of his
hopeless volubility.”

Stee oF Derry.—We have just
heard of the fall of Kars by famine, bnt
the details of the sufferings of General
Williams and its brave defenders have
not reached us. From Macaulay’s new
volumes we extract a paragraph which
exhibits war as a remorseless ferocity.
What it was in the days of our fathers,
it is now and ever will be until driven
from the earth by the principles of the
Gospel of Peace:—* By this time July
was far advauced, and the state of the
city was, hour by hour, becoming more
frightful. The number of the inhabitants
had been thinned more by famine and
disease than by the fire of the enemy.
Yet that fire was sharper and more con-
stant than ever. One of the gates was
beaten in; one of the bastions was laid
in ruins; but the breaches made by day
were repaired by night with indefatigable
activity. Every attack was still repelled.
Bat the fighting men of the garrison
were so much exhausted that they conld
scarcely keep their legs. Several of
them in the act of striking at the enemy
feil down from mere weakness. A
-very small quantity of grain remained,
and was doled out by mouthfuls.* The
stock of salted hides was considerable,
and by gnawing them the garrison ap-
peased the rage of hanger. Dogs, fat-
tened on the blood of the slain who lay
unburied round the town, were luxuries
which few could afford to purchase. The
price of a whelp’s paw was 5s. 6d.
Nine horses were still alive, and but
barely alive. They were so lean that
little meat was likely to be found npon
them. It was, however, determined to
slaughter them for food. The people
perished so fast that it was impossible for
the survivors to perform the rites of
sepulture. There was scarcely a cellar
in which some corpse was not decaying.
Such was the extremity of distress that
the rats who came to feast in those
hideous dens were eagerly hunted and
greedily devoured. A small fish caught
in the river was not to be purchased
with money. The only price for which
such a treasure could be obtained was
some handfuls* of oatmeal. Leprosies,
such as strange and unwholesome diet
engenders, made existence a constant
torment. The whole city was poisoned
Dy the stench exhaled from the bodies of

Query, Mouthsful—handsful,
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the dead and of the half dead. That
there should be fits of discontent and in-
subordination among men enduring such
misery was inevitable. At one moment
it was suspected that Walker had laid
up somewhere a secret store of food, and
was revelling in private, while he ex-
horted others to suffer resolutely for the
good cause. His house was strictly ex-
amined ; his innocence was fully proved;
he regained his popularity, and the gar-
rison, with death in near prospect,
thronged to the cathedral to hear him
preach, drank in his earnest eloquence
with delight, and went forth from the
house of God with haggard faces and
tottering steps, but with spirit still un-
subdued. There were, indeed, some
secret plottings. A very few obscure
traitors opened communications with the
enemy. Baut it was necessary that all
such dealings should be carefully con-
cealed. None dared to utter publicly
any words save words of defiance and
stubborn resolution. Even in that ex-
tremity the general cry was ¢ No surren-
der.’ And there were not wanting voices
which, in low tones, added, ‘First the
horses and hides, and then the prisoners,
and then each other.” It was afterwards
related, half in jest, yet not without a
horrible mixture of earnest, that a cor-
pulent citizen, whose bulk presented a
strange contrast to the skeletons which
surrounded him, thought it expedient to
conceal himself from the numerous eyes
which followed him with cannibal looks
wheunever he appeared in the streets.”
Picrures or ran War.—The talented
correspondent of the Times gave, at the
time, some graphic sketches of scenes he
witnessed after the taking of Sebastopol.
We give a few of them, that our readers
may see what yet are the sad fruits of
war. Speaking of his visit to the Mala-
koff, he says, * The ditch outside towards
the north, was yet full of French and
Russians, piled over each other in horrid
confusion. On the right, towards the
Little Redan, the ground was literally
strewn with bodies as thick as they could
lie, and in the ditch they were piled over
each other. The Russians lay inside the
work in heaps like carcasses in a butcher's
cart—and the wounds, the bloed, the
sight, exceeded all I had hitherto wit-
nessed.” He speaks also of our losses
at the Great Redan. *Such a scene of
wreck and ruin! Climbing up to the
Redan, which was fearfully cumbered



NARRATIVES AND ANECDOTES,

with tho dead, we witnessed the scene
of the dosperate attack and defence,
which cost both sides 8o much blood.
The ditch outside made one sick—i¢ was
piled up with English dead, some of them
scorched and blackened by the explosion,
and others lacerated beyond recognition.”
But his description of the hospital of
Sebastopol is the most heart-rending of
all. ¢ Of all the pictures of the horrors
of war which have ever been presented
to the world, the hospital of Sebastopol
presents the most horrible, heart-rend-
ring, and revolting. It cannot be de-
seribed, and the imagination of a Fuseli
could not conceive anything at all like
unto it. How the poor human body can
be mutilated and yet hold its soul within,
when every limb is shattered, and every
veio and artery is pouring out the life-
stream, one might study here at every
step, and at the same time wonder how
little will kill.! The bailding used as an
hospital, is one of the noble piles inside
the dock-yard wall, and is situate in the
centre of the row, at right angles to the
line of the Redan. The whole row was
peculiarly exposed to the action of shot
and shell bounding over the Redan, and
to the missiles directed at the Barrack
Battery, and it bears, in sides, roofs,
windows, and doors, frequent and de-
structive proofs of the severity of the
cannonade. Entering one of these doors,
I beheld such & sight as few men, thank
God, have ever witnessed! In a long
low room, supported by square pillars,
arched at the top, and dimly lighted
through shattered and unglazed window
frames, lay the wounded Russians, who
had been abandoned to our mercies by
their general. The wounded, did I say ?
No, but the dead, the rotten and fester-
Ing corpses of the soldiers, who were left
to die in their extreme agony, untended,
uncared for, packed as close as they could
be stowed, some on the floor, others on
wretched trestles and bedsteads, or pallets
of straw, sopped and saturated with
blood, which oozed and trickled through
upou the floor, mingled with the drop-
pings of corruption. With .the roar of
exploding fortresses in their ears—with
shells and shot forcing through the roof
and sides of the rooms in which they lay
—with the crackling and hissing of fire
round them—these poor fellows, who had
served their loving friend and master,
the Czar, bat too well, were consigned
lo their terrible fate. Many might have
D
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been saved by ordinary care. Many lay,
yet alive, with maggots crawling about
in their wounds. Many, nearly mad hy
the scene around them, or seeking escape
from it in their extremest agony, had
rolled away under the beds, and glared
out on the heart-strickeu spectators, O!
with such looks. Many, with legs and
arms broken and twisted, the jagged
splinters sticking through the raw flesh,
imploring aid, water, food, or pity, or
deprived of speech by the approach of
death, or by dreadful injuries on the head
or trunk, pointed to the lethal spot.
Many seemed bent alone on making their
peace with Heaven. The attitudes of
some were so hideously fantastic as to
appal and root one to the ground by a
sort of dreadful fascination. Could that
bloody mass of clothing and white boues
ever have been a human being, or that
barned black mass of flesh have ever had
a human soul? It was fearful to think
what the answer must be. The bodies
of numbers of men were swollen aud
bloated to an incredible degree, and the
features distended to a gigantic size, with
eyes protruding from the sockets; and
the blackened tongue lolling vat of the
mouth, compressed tightly by the teeth
which had shut apon it in the deathrattle,
made one shudder and reel round. In
the midst of one of these ‘chambers of
horrors’—for there were many of them
—were found some dead and some living
English soldiers, and among them poor
Captain Vaunghan, of the 90th, who has
since succumbed to his wonnds. I con-
fess it was impossible for me to stand
the sight, which borrified our most ex-
perienced surgeons—the deadly clammy
stench, the smell of gangrened wounds,
of corrupted blood, of rotting flesh, were
intolerable and odious beyond endurauce.
But what must have the wouunded felt,
who were obliged to endure all this, and
who passed away without a hand to give
them a cup of water, or a voice to say
one kindly word to them #”
NEWSPAPERS AND THE Was.—We
copy the following paragraphs from a
Tract with this title pnblished by the
Peace Society. *The war in which we
are engaged has probably sacrificed al-
ready 500,000 human lives. It has
wasted at least 250 millions of money.
It has spread havoc and ruiu over some
of the finest proviuces of Europe. It
has carried anguish and desolation into
myriads of hearts and homes. It has
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added some thirty or forty millions to
our annual expenditare. It has deranged
commerce, depressed trade, increased
taxation, and raised fearfully the prico
of bread, and of all the necessaries of
life. It has utterly put a stop to all
social and political reform. And yet the
newspapers cry—*Push on the war.)
Gentlemen so exceedingly liberal in their
imputations against others as these news-
paper writers—who do not hesitate to
brand as base, selfish, and unpatriotic,
the highest and most honourable names
in the land, cannot object, if others ven-
ture L0 inquire what makes them so fierce
and strenuous for the war ¢ What makes
them cry down with bitter denunciation
or ridicule, every rumour, however faint,
or remote, of returning peace? The
answer is obvious,—.A4 lime of war ts
always a rich harvest for the newspapers.
It adds enormously to their profits; it
clothes them with authority; it every
way ministers to their consequeace,
power, and pride. Whatever trade may
suffer, the newspaper trade is sure to
expand and flourish. Since the war be-
gan the circulation of The Ilustrated
London News has iucreased by the enor-
mous number of 51,346 weekly. If we
assume that there is a profit of only one
penny upon each paper, (and as all this
additional circulation is from type already
set up, with the cost only of paper and
1abour, our estimate must be below the
mark) it will give an aggregate profit on
the war circulation of more than eleven
thousand pounds a year. Need we won-
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der then that The Illustrated London
News denounces those who speak of
peace, and insists upon prosecuting the
war with vigour ? Look again at The
Times. With an increased circulation
since the war began of more than four-
teen thousand copies daily, its additional
profits must be immense. If we assume
a profit of one penny on each paper, they
will amount to more than eighteen thou-
sand pounds a year. But this is not all,
nor with such a journal as The Times,
the principal advantage derived from the
war. Nobody knows better than the
newspapers themselves, that when peace
returns, and the morbid excitement
which attends a time of war has sub-
sided, there will be an immediate col-
lapse in their circulation and profits.
And hence it is, that with some honour-
able exceptions, they nervously dread
and deprecate the very appearance of
peace. But let the country determine
who are the most trustworthy guides at
such a time as this—the most eminent
statesmen and public men of their day,
who pronounce their opinions openly, in
their own mames, and under a sense of
their responsibility to their country and
to posterity ; or anonymous newspaper
writers, of whom nothing is known, be-
yond the certain fact, that they are gain-
ing enormously—gaining not merely in
profits, but iu power, authority, and
fame, by that which impoverishes, dis-
tresses, and exhausts all other classes of
the comwnnity.”

Boptigma.

FOREIGN.

A Baprism 1N Nova Scoria.—It was
the first Lord’s-day in April, 1855. The
thaw liad commenced, but the fields were
still covered with snow, and there was a
thick coating of ice on the banks of the
streams. We descended into the pic-
turesque valley of the Gasperaux. That
river i8 “our Jordan.” The place of bap-
tizing was near a bridge, on which, and
on the bank of the river, the spectators
were already assembled. We sang Dr.
Ryland’s bymn, “In all my Lord’s ap-
pointed ways,” &c., and offered thanks-
giving and prayer w God. Then the
administrator went down into the water,

accompanied by a young man, a student
of Acadia College, recently couverted,
whom he immersed in the Gasperaux, into
the names of the Sacred Three. As the
candidate went up out of the water,
another met him and was similarly im-
mersed, and then another, and another,
till nine had in this manner avowed their
faith in the Redeemer, and their fellow-
ship in his death and resurrection. They
were received by the brethren, on the
bank of the river, with singing and joy-
ous welcome, and testified the happiness
which they felt in obeying the Lord. All
are members of the College or the
Academy. U. S. Baptist Almanack.
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INTERESTING BaPTism IN JaMarca—
Forty-three, chiefly young, intelligent
people, were baptized in the Rio Cobre,
near Spanish Town, the last sabbath in
Decemmber, 1854. The scene is thus
described by Mr. Phillippo : —* It seemed
as though the whole town and neighbour-
liwod had poured forth their population
to the spot. On fronting them from the
river’s bank, they seemed to be a compact
mass of heads upwarde and on each side,
as far as my eye could reach. The address
was listened to throughout with an in.
terest and attention that could not be
exceeded. I had previously requested
that none of the spectators should move
from their places, until I immerged from
the water and pronounced the henedic-
tion. Thisrequest was implicitly obeyed ;
not one stirred from the spot or broke the
universal silence, until I gave the signal,
when they moved away with the same
decorum and order as they had exhibited
in coming, and during the whole cere-
mouy. The circumstances alwogether,
were deeply solemn and impressive—such
as a few years since I could not have
anticipated ; while 1 have reason to be-
lieve that many present were spiritually
benefited ; many were in tears. Many
who had been undecided, added their
names to the list of enquirers ; and many
who had backsliden, promised‘a renewed
dedication of themselves to God and his
cause.” U. S. Baptist Almanack.

East InpIEs, Caloutta—On sabbath-
day, June the 3rd, Mr. Leslie baptized
two believers at the Circular Road
Chapel,

Two believers, one of them the son of
the pastor of the church, were baptized
at the Intally chapel on Sunday morn-
ing, July 1st.

Dacoa.—Mr. Robinson writes,— I had
the pleasure of baptizing a Hindu, last
sabbath-day, June the 10th.”

On the 28th of July, Mr. Bion had the
pleasure of baptizing two natives, con-
verts from Hinduism. One of them has
been the chapel-bearer for a number of
years,

Huurah—Mr, Morgan had the plea-
sure to baptize a convert from Hinduism
ou the 17th of June, and a European on
the 22nd of July.

. Monghyr—Mr. Parsons says :—* Two
Rlisters were baptized at this station, who
have been brought, we trust, to know and
love Jesus at an advanced age.”

19

Dindgpur—Mr. Smylie writes : —% On
the 8th of July we had the pleasure of
baptizing one female who had long been
a candidate.”

Cuttuck.~Mr. Miller writes that a female
convert, belonging to the Asylum, was
baptized by Mr. Brooks on the first
Lord’s-day in July.

Delli.—On sabbath-day, July 29, Mr.
Smith of Chitaura had the pleasure to
baptize here a young convert from
Meerut.

Agra—After a sermon on baptism
preached by the pastor, Mr. Jackson,
from Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, Mr. Williams
baptized two Europeans, one belonging
to the Artillery and the other to H. M.
8th (King’s) regiment, in the chapel in
cantonmeats, on the 1st of August. May
they have grace given them to endure
unto the end !

DOMESTIC.

Lonpon, New Park Street.—Consider-
able additions have recently heen made
to the chnrch meeting in this place. We
have received the following information
respecting them :—

“ On Thursday evening, September 27,
fifteen females and eight males were bap-
tized ; when Mr. Spurgeon preached toa
very crowded audience. Mr. S. made
the following divisions of his text, which
was, ¢ God is the Lord, which hath shewed
us light: bind the sacrifice with cords,
even unto the horns of the altar” He
said there was, 1. Light of conviction.
2. Believing light. 3. Divine light. 4.
Light of consolation. 5. Light of in-
struction. 6. Light of prosperity. 7.
Light of heaven. The Lord Jesus
Christ was the sacrifice bound with cords
to the horns of the altar when nailed to
the cross. We, in coming to Christ, had
need to be hound by his love, as we are
prone to depart from him; and as the
horns of the altar stood out prominent,
so ought the everlasting truths of the
ever-blessed gospel to be set forth in all
their fulness and freeness; for by them
through faith are we saved.” J. D.

«“On Thursday evening, October 25,
twelve persons were immersed by our
pastor, Mr, Spurgeon, on a profession of
their faith in Christ; and on Monday
the 29th, fourteen more, who, with twelve
others by dismission from various churches,
were received the first sabbath in Nov.,
making a total of thirty-eight” D. E.
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*On Monday evening, Nov. 19, Mv.
Spurgeon baptized eleven believers in
the Lord Jesus; and ou Thursday the
22nd, fourteen more. These, with eight
others, received by dismission from other
churches at a distance, were received on
the first sabbath in December, making in
all thirty-four,” D. E.

HusBanps BosworTH, Leicestershire.—
We have often been cheered by your re-
ports of baptisms, and trust the following
will be gratifying to your veaders. After
a long season of spiritual drought, God
has been graciously pleased to remember
us in mercy. On Lord’s-day, Nov. 4,
four believers in Christ were added to
our church by baptism; three females
and one male. One female was far ad-
vanced in life, and had long been a be-
liever in the Lord Jesus. Another is the
daughter of one of our deacons. The
other is an active teacher in the sabhath
school. The male candidate has been a
member of the Established Church.
Some time ago, it pleased God to lay him
on a bed of afftiction, which was the
means of bringing him to see his true
state as a sinner in the sight of God, and
that his former profession of religion was
nothing more than mere form ; for, from
painful experience, he found that he had
not been regenerated by being sprinkled
in his infaney. After his recovery, he
became much dissatisfied, and his soul
hungered for the bread of life. Since
our present minister, Mr. Ibberson, came
amongst us, he has attended his ministry,
and now resolved to unite himself with
us. His late shepherd not being willing
to lose this “stray sheep,” paid him a
visit to enquire his reasons for leaving the
Church. He was told in the spirit of
christian meekuoess that he had been led
to see the erroneous doctrines held by the
Church, such as bapiismal regeneration,
and Le told bim he could-not profit by
the preaching. Our congregations have
greatly improved, and others are anxious-
ly enquiring after salvation. May the
Lord cootinue to bless this little hill of
Zion! W.B.

GLADESTRY, Radnorshire.—~Wea had an
interesting baptismal service in the open
air, on Nov, 18. After an address at the
water side, by Mr. Godson, he led two
young females down into the water, and
baptized them in the presence of a large
assembly who stood on the banks of the
river. These were added at the table of
the Lord on the same day. J. T.

BADPTISMS.

Leicester, Iviar Lane.—Before a large
and deeply attentive congregation, om
Tuesday evening, Oct. 10, Mr. J. J,
Brown, one of the town missionaries, put
on Christ by baptism. Being a member of
an Independent church, several of his
christian brethren were present to wit-
ness the administration of the sacved or.
dinance. Mr. B. preached an excellent
sermon, selecting the exhortation of the
apostle to the church at Ephesus, “ Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life.,” After the sermon,
he gave several reasons why he had
changed his views on the subject of bap-
tism, and which had constrained him to
tread in the footsteps of his divine Re-
deemer. The pastor of the church, Mr.
S. Wigg, after giving an impressive ad-
dress at the water’s edge, took the mis-
sionary by the hand and solemnly bap-
tized him into the names of the Sacred
Three. The season was one of special
refreshing from the presence of the Lord.

NEwark.—On the last Lord’s-day even-
ing in November, a young man and his
wife were baptized by Mr. Bayly, who
both ascribe their first impressions of
divine truth to the blessing of God on
the labours of Mr. F. Perkivs, of Aber-
deen, who supplied our pulpit some
months since. The congregation was
large and very attentive. Before im-
mersing the candidates, Mr. B. gave a
clear and convincing exposition of the
pature and design of scriptural baptism.
Our friends were publicly admitted to our
fellowship, on the pext sabbath, at the
table of the Lord. I am happy to add,
that we hope shortly to see several more
thus testifying their love to the Saviour
by obeying his commands, as our pastor
meets an interesting class of enquirers
weekly, severa] of whom are anxious to
follow Christ in baptism.

R. P.

BirmincHaM, Hope Street—On the last
sabbath in November, two more believers,
a husband and wife, put on Christ by
baptism. The former is a teacher in our
flourishing sabbath school. May they
be faithful unte death, always ahounding
in the work of the Lord. J. W. Y.

Heneage Street.—On Lord’s.day, Dec.
2, our pastor, Mr. Taylor, baptized four
young believers. 'Two were from the bible
class, and the others were a teacher and
a scholar. Thus is the Lord owning
and blessing the lahours of pastor and
teachers. D. D.
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WEesT DrAYTON, Middlesez.—On Wed-
nesday evening, Nov. 29, the sucred rite
of helievers baptism was administered
to four candidates. Mr. E. Hant, of
Hayes, preached a truthful and telling
sermon to a large and attentive andience;
after which Mr, Perratt, of Harlington,
addressed the candidates in an affection-
ate and suitable manner, and then im-
mersed them on a profession of their
faith in Chijst. 'Three of the number
were of one family—father and two
daughters. ‘The father had long been a
useful and influential member of the
‘Wesleyan body. He gave his reasons
at the water side for embracing the serip-
tural doctrine of immersion—being con-
vinced it was right from reading Luke iii.
21,22, 23 verses. (The entrance of Thy
word giveth light.) The otber brother
bad also worshipped with the same body
for several years, both in England, Ire-
land, and the Colonies. It was truly an
interesting and profitable season. To
God be all the glory! On the next sab-
bath-day these, with another sister pre-
viously baptized, were admitted into the
church, and commemorated with us the
death of their Lord at his table. J. G.

Wooououse Eaves, near Loughborough.
—On the first Lord’s-day in November,
seven believers were baptized by Mr.
Joshua Bailey, whose son, the Rev. W,
Bailey, missionary from Orissa, preached
to a large audience. Four of the candi-
dates were from Cropstone, an interesting
little village 2 short distance from the
birth place of Latimer. Another was a
Wesleyan from Ashby-de-la-Zouch, who
had been convinced for some time past of
the scripturalness of believers baptism,
but, though long a member of another
religious community, felt that he lacked
that important requisite—faith. Having,
h9wever, recently obtained evidence of
his conversion to Christ, he made no
delay in being baptized into his name. Tu
our “correspondence” department, page
12, will be found some of the remarks
which Mr. B. submitted to the assembly.

Torauay.—Mr, Jumes Kings, late of
South Petherwin, says:—“I1 am here at
present supplying for a season. In Octo-
ber and November 1 baptized four can-
didates. The good cause has been in a
low state, but is improving. We have
a gooq attendance.” Puseyism, it appears,
prevails in the neighbourhood; and our
friends want a new place of worship.
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ARerpare, Fnglish —We added one
member by baptism, Nov. 18, afier an in-
teresting discourse by brother Davies, of
Merthyr.—At Mill Street, Mr. Evans
baptized two ou the same day.— Welsh,
On the following Lord’s-day, Mr. Price
baptized four young females in the river

Cynnon. These were fruits from the
sabbath school. "We hope soon to gather
more,

[By the hye, we have lately been won-
derfully enlightened respecting the way
in which Bapto has been translated by
English baptist writers, of which we poor
ignorant Welsh were not before aware.
An Independent minister, in a letter to
the Gwron, a Welsh Newspaper, tells us,
“that Booth, Cox, Gale, Ryland, and
Gibbs, five baptist writers, translated
Bapro by the words—sprinkle, pour, wet,
fill, draw water, soak, stain, colour, dye,
purify, increase, daub, strain, wring, place,
annihilate, make red, cause,” &c. There
now, Mr. Reporter! What do you say to
that? Do you call that notbing? Yes:
all these translations of one word, and by
five baptist authors ! So says this reverend
divine. How we shall survive this I
know not, but we are yet alive. May the
Reporter double its subscribers next year,
for there is great need of its wider cir-
culation.]

ABERTILLERY, Monmouthshire, English.
—On 'the afternoon of Lord’s-day, Dec.
9, though the weather was bitterly cold,
and the surrounding mountains were
white with snow, an interesting service
was held in the open air. After an ap-
propriate address to a large audieace,
from the words, “ Why baptizest thoun
then ?” Mr. Jeukins, student at Pouty-
pool college, immersed one believer on a
profession of his faith in Jesus. The few
friends here are struggling bard to erect
a convenient chapel, and should they,
under the divine blessing, meet with as
much success in additions to their num-
ber every year as they have in the year
which is past, it is probable that they will
soon be able to accomplish that desirable
object, and we hope they will meet with
encouragement. J.W.

Beprorp, Mill Street.—On the last
sabbath-day in Nov., Mr. Killen again
preached on the subject of the baptism of
believers, and theu immersed three dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ. Two were brother
and sister, and the other bad attended
with us many years, These, with two
others before baptized, were added.
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*On Monday evening, Nov, 19, Mr.
Spurgeon baptized eleven believers in
the Lord Jesus; and on Thuisday the
22nd, fourteen more. These, with eight
others, received by dismission from other
churches at a distance, were received on
the first sabbath in December, making in
all thirty-four,” D. E.

Hussanps BosworTH, Leicestershire,—
We have often been cheered by your re-
ports of baptisms, and trust the following
will be gratifying to your veaders. After
a long season of spiritual drought, God
has beeun graciously pleased to remember
us in mercy. On Lord’s-day, Nov. 4,
four believers in Christ were added to
our church by baptism; three females
and one male. One female was far ad-
vanced in life, and had long been a be.
liever in the Lord Jesus. Another is the
daughter of one of our deacons. The
other is an active teacher in the sabbath
school. The male candidate has been a
member of the Egtablished Church.
Some time ago, it pleased God to lay him
on a bed of affliction, which was the
means of bringing him to see his true
state as a sinner in the sight of God, and
that his former profession of religion was
nothing more than mere form; for, from
painful experience, he found that he had
not been regenerated by being sprinkled
in bis infaney. After his recovery, he
became much dissatisfied, and his soul
bhungered for the bread of life. Since
our present minister, Mr. Ibberson, came
amongst us, he bas attended his ministry,
and now resolved to unite himself with
us. His late shepherd pot being willing
to lose this “stray sheep,” paid him a
visit to enquire his reasons for leaving the
Church. He was told in the spirit of
christian meekness that he had been led
to see the erroneous doctrines held by the
Church, such as baptismal regeneration,
and Le told him he could-not profi¢t by
the preaching. Our congregations have
greatly improved, and others are anxious-
ly enquiring after salvation. May the
Lord continue to bless this little hill of
Zion! W. B.

GLADESTRY, Radnorshire—~We had an
interesting baptismal service in the open
air, on Nov. 18. After an address at the
water side, by Mr. Godson, he led two
young females down into the water, and
baptized them in the presence of a large
assembly who stood on the banks of the
river. These were added at the table of
the Lord on the same day. J.T.

BAPTISMS.

Lercester, FFriar Lane—Before a large
and deeply attentive congregation, on
Tuesday evening, Oct. 10, Mr. J. J.
Brown, one of the town missionaries, put
on Christ by baptism. Being a member of
an Independent church, several of his
christian brethren were present to wit-
ness the administration of the sacred or.
dinance. Mr. B. preached an excellent
sermon, selecting the exhortation of the
apostle to the church at Ephesus, “ Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life.” After the sermonm,
he gave several reasons why he bhad
changed his views on the subject of bap-
tism, and which had constrained bhim to
tread in the footsteps of his divine Re-
deemer. The pastor of the church, Mr.
S. Wigg, after giving an impressive ad-
dress at the water’s edge, took the mis-
sionary by the hand and solemnly bap-
tized him into the names of the Sacred
Three. The season was one of special
refreshing from the presence of the Lord.

NEwark.—On the last Lord’s-day even-
ing in November, 2 young man and his
wife were baptized by Mr. Bayly, who
both ascribe their first impressions of
divine truth to the blessing of God on
the labours of Mr. F. Perkivs, of Aber-
deen, who supplied our pulpit some
months since. The congregation was
large and very attentive. Before im-
mersing the candidates, Mr. B. gave a
clear and convincing exposition of the
pature and design of seriptural baptism.
Our friends were publicly admitted to our
fellowship, on the next sabbath, at the
table of the Lord. I am happy to add,
that we hope shortly to see several more
thus testifying their love to the Saviour
by obeying his commands, as our pastor
meets an interesting class of enquirers
weekly, severa) of whom are anxious to
follow Christ in baptism. :

R. P.
Birminguam, Hope Street—On the last
sabbath in Nuovember, two more believers,
a husband and wife, put on Christ by
baptism. The former is a teacher in our
flourishing sabbath school. May they
be faithful unto death, always abounding

in the work of the Lord. J. W. Y.
Heneage Street.—On Lord’s.day, Dec.
2, our pastor, Mr, Taylor, baptized four
young believers. 'T'wo were from the bible
class, and the others were a teacher and
a scholar. Thus is the Lord owning
and blessing the labours of pastor and

teachers. D. D.
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WesT DravToN, Middleser.~On Wed-
nesday evening, Nov. 29, the sacred rite
of believers baptism was administered
to four candidates. Mr. E. Hunt, of
Hayes, preached a truthful and telling
sermon to a large and attentive audience;
after which Mr, Perratt, of Harlington,
addressed the candidates in an affection-
ate and suitable manner, and then im-
mersed them on a profession of their
faith in Christ. Three of the number
were of one family—father and two
daughters. The father had long been a
useful and influential member of the
‘Wesleyan body. He gave his reasons
at the water side for embraciny the scrip-
tural doctrine of immersion—being con-
vinced it was right from reading Luke iii.
21,22, 23 verses. (The entrance of Thy
word giveth light.) The other brother
had also worshipped with the same body
for several years, both iu England, Ire-
land, and the Colonies. It was truly an
interesting and profitable season. To
God be all the glory! On the next sab-
bath-day these, with another sister pre-
viously baptized, were admitted into the
church, and commemorated with us the
death of their Lord at his table. J. G.

WoopHouse Eaves, near Loughborough.
—On the first Lord’s-day in November,
seven believers were baptized by Mr.
Joshua Bailey, whose son, the Rev. W.
Bailey, missionary from Orissa, preached
to a large audience. Four of the candi-
dates were from Cropstone, an interesting
little village a short distance from the
birth place of Latimer. Another was a
Wesleyan from Ashby-de-la-Zouch, who
had been convinced for some time past of
the scripturalness of believers baptism,
but, though long a member of another
religious community, felt that he lacked
that important requisite—faith. Having,
however, recently obtained evidence of
his conversion to Christ, he made po
delay in being baptized into his name. Tu
our ‘“‘correspondence ” department, page
12, will be found some of the remarks
which Mr. B. submitted to the assembly.

Torquay.—Mr. Jumes Kings, late of
South Petherwin, says:—“I am here at
present supplying for a season. In Octo-
ber and November I baptized four can.
didates. The good cause has been in a
low state, but is improving. We have
a good attendance.” Puseyism, it appears,
Prevails in the neighbourhood; and our
friends want a new place of worship.
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Angrnare, Fnglish —We added one
member by baptism, Nov. 18, afier an in-
teresting discourse by brother Davies, of
Merthyr.—At Mill Street, Mr. Evans
baptized two ou the same day.—Waelsh.
On the following Lord’s-day, Mr. Price
haptized four young females in the river

Cynnon. These were fruits from the
sabbath school. 'We hope soon to gather
more,

[By the hye, we have lately been won-
derfully enlightened respecting the way
in which Bapto has been translated by
English baptist writers, of which we poor
ignorant Welsh were not before aware.
An Independent inister, in a letter to
tbe Gwron, a Welsh Newspaper, tells us,
“that Booth, Cox, Gale, Ryland, and
Gibbs, five baptist writers, translated
Barro by the words—sprinkle, pour, wet,
fill, draw water, soak, stain, colour, dye,
purify, increase, daub, strain, wring, place,
annihilate, make red, cause,” &c. There
uow, Mr. Reporter! What do you say to
that? Do you call that nothing? Yes:
all these translations of one word, and by
five baptist authors ! So says this reverend
divine. How we shall survive this I
know not, but we are yet alive. May the
Reporter double its subscribers next year,
for there is great need of its wider cir-
culation.]

ABERTILLERY, Monmouthshire, English.
—On the afternoon of Lord’s-day, Dec.
9, though the weather was bitterly cold,
and the surrounding mountains were
white with snow, an interesting service
was held in the open air. After an ap-
propriate address to a large audience,
from the words, “Why baptizest thou
then?” Mr. Jeukins, student at Ponty-
pool college, immersed one believer on a
profession of his faith in Jesus. The few
friends here are struggling hard to erect
a convenient chapel, and should they,
under the diviue blessing, meet with as
much success in additions to their num-
ber every year as they have in the year
which is past, it is probable that they will
soon be able to accomplish that desirable
object, and we hope they will meet with
encouragement. J. W

Beororp, Mill Street.—On the last
sabbath-day in Nov., Mr. Killen again
preached on the subject of the baptism of
believers, and then immersed three dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ. Two were brother
and sister, and the other had attended
with us many years. These, with two
others before baptized, were added.
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Ross, Herefordshire.—Ou  Lovd’s.day
evening, Dec. 9, after an excellent ser-
mon by Mr. F, Leonard, L.L.B,, the newly
settled pastor, Mr. Walker of Ryeford,
immersed three sisters, the orphan chil-
dren of pious parents. The service was
axccedingly interesting and solemn. The
chapel was crowded with a romarkably
altentive congregation, and we hope
much good will result from the service.

CanoifF, Bute Dook, Bethel—On Lord’s-
day afternoon, Nov. 25, Mr. George
Howe, of Warmiuster, administered the
ordinance of christian baptism to two
belicvers, teachers in the sabbath school;
and who, in the days of their youth, have
declored thomselves on tbe Lord’s side.
Io the evening the candidates were re-
ceived into church fellowsbip. G. H. O.

AvYLESTONE, near Leicester.—Qune female
candidate from this village was baptized
by Mr. Spiers, in the baptist chapel,
Blaby, Dec. 16, after a discourse by Mr.
Bamett. .

TrepeGar.—Mr. Enoch Price, of Cow-
bridge. baptized a believer at this place,
Nov. 18, who was added to our number.

W. M.

BAPTISM FACTS AND

ANECDOTES,

Torp, Buoks—On the first sabbath in
Octnber, one young fetale was baptized ;
and on the first gabbath in December,
another young femnlo and a young man
wero buried with Christ in baptisin by
our pastor, Mr, Hood, and added to the
church, Most of the additions which
have lately been made to this ancient
church have been from amongst the young,
and from the hamlet of Ford. T. W.

SunnvsipE.—The ordinance of bap-
tism was ndministered by Mr. Nichols,
Deec. 1, when a young man, one of the
teachers in our sabbath school, thus put
on Christ. This young friend was cor-
dially received into our fellowship,

Batn, York Strest.—Our pastor, Mr.
White, baptized three females, Dec. 2.
One was from the bible class. In the
afternocon they partook of the Lord's
supper, and were added to the church.

R. M.

BrapornEg, Kent.—On Thursday even-
ing, (no date) our pastor, Mr. Bottomley,
after an appropriate discourse, baptized
three believers in the Lord Jesus.

W. H.

Boplism  Focls

TIMOTHY THOMAS,

Who baptized Christmas Evans, was a
wonderful man, and belonged to a re-
markable family, whose position amongst
the Welsh baptists was most prominent
and most influential. He was born at a
farm called “ Y Maes,” in Cacrmarthen-
shire, in September, 1754 ; and died at
Cardigan, in January, 1840, in the eighty-
gixth year of his age. It would require
a small volume to do justice to his merils
and his memory. His services to his
generation were not more distinguished
by their length than by their assiduity,
zeal, efficiency, and disinterestedness.
His time, his robust health, his active
and untiring mind, his invincible courage,
Lis all, e devoted not ouly ungrudgingly,
but most cheerfully and joyfully, o serve
God in the gospel of his Svn. His
gallant bearing, his ingenuous spirit, bis
more than princely magnanimity, stll
abide in our recollection ; combined with
the lowliness of his epirit before God,
and the earnestuess of his administration
of the divine ordinances.

and Aechotes.

During the carliest years of bis inis-
try, whenever there was any danger ap-
prehended, in connexion with the admin-
istration of baptism in the open-air—a
thing by no means uncommon in those
days—if Mr. Thomas's services could be
secured, no gne feared any longer. Thus
he would ride thirty or forty miles on a
Saturday afternoon, 1o remote parts of
Caermarthen and Cardigan shires, to be
on tho spot on Lord’s-day morning ; and
it was a rare thing for any scoffer to
utter a word or indulge in a laugh iv bis
presence. In one instance be was invited
to go to a great distance on such an ooca-
sion, and was at the sane time informed
that baptism by imnmersion was not known
in the distriet; that none of the inbubi-
tants, excepting the fow baptists them-
selves who had recently gone to reside
there, had ever witnessed its administra-
tion; and withal, that from the narrow-
mindedness of the religious part of the
community, and the brutality of the irre-
ligious, mucb difficulty, and even somne
disturbance, might be expected. This
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only exelted lis zeal s Lo at once engaged
to go, explaining to them his plan. He
accordingly went on the Saturday evon-
ing lo & neigbbouring village; the few
Jwumble folks, according to his instruc-
tions, met on Buoday morning without
him, and engaged in some devoliopal
exercises. The people of the noighbour.
hood were there in full expectation of
the administrator; some of them (ully
prepared for mischief, with the instru.
ments of insult and offence in their
hands 3 wheo suddenly a well-dressed
gentleman, mounted on a noble horse,
drove over the village bridge, hastily
alighted, gave bis bridle to a by-stander,
and walked briskly into the middle of
“the little flook™ on the water’s edge.
Instead of dispersing them,as the lookers-
ou—having no doubt that he was a county
wmagistrate at least—exultingly expected
him to do, he took a candidate by the
band, walked down into the stream,
booted and spurred as he was, and be.
fore the mobility present had closed
their gaping mouths, he had dopc his
work ; after which he stood on the brink,
and wilh his wet clothes about him, he
preached to them one of his most ardent
discourses : conciliated their esteem, and
aotually persuaded them that *the Dip-
pers” had, at least, one respectable man.
His juniors had occasionally much
innocent mirth, by asking him how many
he had baptized in his lifetime ; some-
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times he would answer brusquely, “ Ahout
two thousand !” Other times he would
particularise, and say, “I have baptized,
at least, two thousaod persons. Yes;”
he would add, tenderly, “ thirty of them
have become ministers of the gospel; it
was | who baptized Christmas Evans.”
Andit is said he has been known to add,
nairdy, “1 did it aright too, according to
the apostolic practlce, you know.” I had
the intense gratification of seeing him
when he bad fioally taken to his room,and
vigited him several days successively. Tle
read incessantly, putting down the vol-
umesof the “ Baptist Magazine” for the
Bible and conversely, all day long. “1I
have,” he observed, “read all the memoirs
in every volume of (the ¢ Baptist Magazine,’
since I am confined to this room; I have
exceedingly enjoyed them while reading
them ; but Ispeedily forget all, and then [
read again. Yesterday, I think it was,
I read about my brother, of Peckham;
I do not remember pow what was said
of him, so I must read it again.”

It is pleasant to know that this excel-
lent family has not ceased from the land,
nor hes it ceased to be usefully counected
with the cause of Jesus Christ. Several
of Mr. Thomas’s childreu and grand-
children are members of churches i dif-
ferebt parts of the Priucipality; while
his sop, the Rev. Timothy Thomas of
Newcastle Emlyu, is s most laborious and
devoted minister of the gospel.

Stepher’s Life of C. Ecans.

ohboth Srpuols

and @ruration.

AMERICAN FREE SCHOOLS.

Dr. Toop, in an address to o orowded
meeting of Sunday School Teachers, at
the Poultry Chapel, made the following
statoments in reply to the question—
. “Is the amount uf day-school instruc-
" tion sufliciently general to enable you to
devote the whole of the Lord’s-day to re-
ligious teaching in your Sunday schools ?”
Now, the fact was, he had not found that
the American common school system of
instruotion was at all understood in
Europe. Suspiocious doubts, positive dis-
like, and disapprobatlon had been fre-
quer]tly expressed oconcerning it. Buy,
leaving out the religious element of the
Churclies, the whole Amerionn oharacter
was formod in the American common or
free sohool. Not u man, uot a famlly, in

New England, existed, but had not been
himself educated, and did not educate his
childreu, at these schools, and prepare
them for the University, the counting-
housc, the shipping office, or any other
depariment of business. Every town in
America was divided into districts, each
of two miles square; each of those dis-
tricts had a common school. The male
members of the district composed a kind
of corporation, which possessed certain
powers; and, in order to prevent any
favourilism or mismavagement in the
selection or employment of teachers, a
School Commitice, chosev by a Town
Committee, was formed for this purpose.
This committee had the power of de-
ciding upon the eligibility of & peisou for
the offico of teacher. The Town Com-



24

mittee were also judges of the books to
be used, and no work was introduced into
the schools without its approval. The
commitiee was composed of the clergy-
men of the district, and the best men the
district afforded. Whatever might be
their differences in other respeots, in
reference to their efforts to promote the
welfare of the school they were entirely
harmonious. But there were oertain
things whieh even they could not do;
and then the State interposed and assisted
them. The State, in fact, had a large
and powerful committee, which super-
intended all the rest. The funds belong-
ing to this body, and which were to be
devoted Lo scholastic purposes, were ac.
cumulated by the sale of “wild” lands;
and the plan in making grants was, to
double the amount of money raised by
any particular school. Thus, if a school
raised for its own purpose 8,000 dollars,
and then applied to the State for aid, it
would receive double that sum. The
money so received was expended under
the direotion of the Committee of Siate,
and a report was made up annually of
the number of books, scholars, teachers,
absentees, and otier things connected
with the school. Then, it was an esta-
blished law, that, throughout the free
schools in America, the Word of God
should be read every day. Yes, the im-
pression throughout the whole extent of
that great countrv was that the Bible
was the American Book. The Bible laid

RELIGIOUS TRACTS.

at the foundation of all that they called
“ Americanism.” * 1Ie thought he might
say, that the free schools of America were
one of the greatest blessings of the land,
for they amalgamated all olasses; aud
although their Roman Catholic friends
bad had some controversy about the daily
reading of the Bible, and demanded that
the practice should be given up, the
Protestant teachers had only laid down
their hands in protestation more firmly,
and with greater empbasis than ever
had said, “ We won't.” It was the boast
of the American free schools to exhibit a
proof of what he called * practical amal-
gamation,”” to show that children, aye,
and men and women too, of eight diffe-
rent nations, the American, the English-
man, the Canadian, the Dutchmano, the
African, the Frenchmap, the Welshman,
the Irishman—were all reading from the
same class book, in the same school, and
were hearing and learning to read the
same Bible, thus creating in the minds
of each the sare sentiments and the same
feelings. Besides these common schools,
in every town that contained 2,000 per-
sous, there was a central higher school,
in which the highest branches of study
were communicated. In reply, then, to
the question of the committee, he an-
swered, unhesitating, “ ¥es,” and in con-
sequence of their mode of instruction the
Sunday-school was the very life-blood of
the American Churches.
» What! of its slavery system, Doctor ?

Religions @rorts.

OUR DONATIONS OF TRACTS.

WE desire to state for the information of
any of our new subscribers, that we bave,
for many years, from the profits of this work
—though those profits are very small—
made donations of Tracts and Hand-bills,
on baptism chiefly, to such ministers or
friends as may uot be able to purchase a
supply. For a summary of those dopa-
tions up Lo this time we refer our readers
to the statemeut given beneath.

And there is one other matter connect-
ed with this business which we ought to
notice, and that is, the new regulation
which has recently come into operation
for the transmission of parcels by post—
we refer to the New Bouk Postage.

Before this we met with much difficulty
in sending a parcel of tracts to remote and
secluded places, and had to require from
the applicant the name of his country
bookseller, and of that bookseller's Lon-.
don publisher. Now this need not be
done. Allthat our applicants have to do is
to state their case, and give their address
in full, and in a plain hand, enclosing
Sfour penny postage stamps. If the case is
approved, the parcel will be sent, poust
puid, as directed. If not approved, the
stamps will be returned at once. Persons
living in villages should be careful to
give the name of the nearest post town.

We hope we have given these directions
so plainly that they caunnot be misunder-
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stood. We shall be gratified if we find
ourselves able to supply all the demands
our applicants may make upon us; but
that, we must remind them, will depend
upon the state of our sales for the coming
year. As our friends use efforts to secure
more subscribers, we shall not fail, as we
always have done, to extend our dona-
tions.
APPLICATIONS,

ConNwaLL.—Our district is in a low
state. We think that something should
be done to bring the principles we hold
as disciples of Christ more fully before
the inhabitants of our populous neigh.
bourhood. By the aid of some tracts,
and the blessing of our heavenly Father,
we hope much good might be dome.
Could you make us a grant of tracts we
shall be obliged ; not being able to re-
compense you with money, we pray that
God may crown all your labours with
success. Should this meet yourapproval,
please send such as you think will be
most useful, and a few on baptism.

BuckiNngBaMsHIRE.~—The bishop of
Osford is about to pay us a visit for the
purpose of confirmation. The clergy
are actively engaged in hunting up all
the young people they can find. Iam
anxious that every family in the parish
should know the truth on these matters,
and should feel greatly obliged if you
would furnish me with a few appropriate
tracts or handbills. I perceive we must
be more aggressive if we would not be
apnihilated ; tractarian influence has be-
come 50 strong of late.

5

YorxsHiRE.—As you are in the habit
of making grants of tracts on the subject
of baptism, where such grants may prove
useful, I beg to apply to you for a grant
of such tracts for thistown. I have been
here a little above a year, endeavouring
to raise a baptist church. We bave had
unwonted difficalties to contend with,
and much opposition; bat I am glad to
say that, by God’s blessing, I have got a
good nucleus formed, and we have hope of
ultimate success before us. We are poor,
however ; no anomaly in the early history
of a baptist church; and have muchignor-
ance of our principles, and misrepresen-
tation of them, to contend with. Hence
this begging letter. Now, my dear sir,as
you have helped many a poor suruggling
baptist minister situated as I am just now,
can you help mealso? A few tracts on
the subject of baptism will do us great
service.

SUMMARY OF DONATIONS.
FroM THE PROFITS OF THE ¢ BaPTIST
REPORTER,” AND THE *“ BAPTIsT SABBATH
Scmoor, HyMN Boox.”

Handbills. Tracts.

To Dec., 1854 .... 531,800 .. 27,625
To Dec., 1855 .... 14,000 .. 1,075
Total .... 565,800 28,700

In addition to these, many thousands of
“Tuovitations to Worship” have been given
away, and during the present and past year
nearly 400 copies of the Reporter. And a
large parcel of Tracts, Reading Books, Hymn
Books, Copy Books, Maps, School Books,
Pens, Penholders, &c., has been seunt to
missionaries abroad.

Hufelligenre.

BAPTIST.

SourEWARK, Maze Pond.—The Rev. John
Aldis bas maintained, with bonour and much
usefulness, the pastorate of Maze Pond
Chapel, Southwark, nearly eighteen years.
He has at length been jnduced to accept the
Pastorate of the Baptist Church at Reading;
and on Sunday, Dee. 2, he took his formal
farewell of the church and congregation.
In the evening, Mr. Aldis concluded his
sermon by referring to the circumstances
under which he was about to resign his
oharge. ‘“The wain facts,” said he, * are
known to those by whom they ought to be
known—the Church. I may just say, that,

E

in going, I am not following the dictates of
ambition—it is a smwaller place—but I re-
gard it as large enough for my abilities. I
am not going for the allurements of gain—
it is just the reverse. Let that be taken as
an example tbat wministers do not always
remove for gain. Nor do I remove in con-
sequence of any recent ministerial appoint-
ment in the neighbourhood. Nor do I
leave because it i the wish of the church I
should do so. Only a short time since they
recorded their desire that I should remain
with them ; their generosity has never failed,
and | have always received more than I
anticipated. Neither do I leave in conse-
quence of any disagreement with my brethren
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in office. They have beon kind and consi-
derate. None of these causes have induced

we to leave. My grief is of n totally dif-
feront kind. T do wot expect to Gnd a
kinder people. This much I say—the dutics
and difficulties of my post hore threatencd
to be beyond the reach of my abilities when
a few ycars rolled over my head; and rather
than stay to injure the cause, I have tbonght
it wise to resign, that some younger man
may come amongst you, more fitted to fulfil
its important duties. I have been rather
drawn to, than sought Reading, whither I
now go. I have been repeatedly solicited to
go there; the fiager of God has appeared
to indicate that as the way I should tako}
and 1 go there with that conviotion.” With
evident emotion, which was participated in
by wany of the auditory, Mr. Aldis pro-
nouanced his parting words. The service was
concluded by the administration of the Lord’s
Suopper, to which & great pumber sat down.
Urron-ox-SEVERN.—The Rev. A. Ditt,
pastor of the baptist church in this place,
being about to leave and to commence his
ministerial labours at Dover, a farewell tea-
meeting was held in the Town Hall, con-
sisting of about 300 persous, and presided
over by Mr. Jukes, of the County Bank.
An address from the church, expressive of
bigb appreciation of the character-and ser-
vices of Mr. and Mrs. Pitt, regrot at their
departure, and good wishes for the future,
was read by Mr. Drinkwater, and the Chair-
man presented a purse of gold from the in-
babitents of the town and neighbounrhood,
as o token of esteem end an acknowledg-
ment of gervices rendered by Mr. Pitt during
his residence amongst them. Tho meeting
wes eomposed of all sectious of the Protes-
tant community, and was addressed—in ad-
dition to the chairman, a respected mew-
ber of the Episcopalian Charch, and Mr.
Pitt, who responded on behalf of himself

and Mre. Pitt to the kind sentiments ex-’

pressed—by Mr. J. Taylor, deacon of the
chorch, and tbe Revs. F. Overbury, of Per-
shore, T. Wilkinson, of Tewkesbury, J.
Bissons, of Stourbridge, W. Bontem, late of
Whitechurch, and T.R. Hoskep, Indepen-
deut Minister.

Rups DEsEonATION oF A BArTIST BURIAL-
eBoUND AT HircBiN.—On Nov. 20, appli-
cation was made to the magistrates at
Hitcbin, for e summons against Mr. George
Brereton Sbarpe, a surgeon, residing at
Welwyn, & small town sitmated about ten
miles from Hitebin, close to the Great
Northern Railway, who was charged with
beving come to the chapel yard of the
Baptist Chape) in Tyler-street, and, having
obteined sdmission to it through the wife of
the chapel-keeper, bad caused the removal
from the ground of his own mother’s body,
and those of two children of a brother of his,
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who is now lving in Cannda. The evidénce
was very conolugive ad to tho fael, It ap«
poars tiint Mr. Sharpe’s mothot, whose body
was removod, had ULoen dead thirty-throe
yoarel Mr. Sharpo told the wife of the
chapel-keeper that he was going to bury the
remains at Baldock, “as neatly tho whole
poreh at Baldook bolongs Lo tne.” After
the noccssary ovidenoe bad been given, the
magistratos deoided on issuing stmmonses
against George Breroton Sharpe and Artbur
Farr respectively, requiring them to answer
the chiarge of unlawfully entering the grave.
yard of the chapel, and with having wilfally
and indecently dug open the grave, and
earried away the bodies referred to in the
evidence.

Tag Bartist Macazwve.—It was with
feelinga of surprise and pain that we read a
paragraph ju the ‘ Editorial Postscript” of
this periodienl for December. The Editor
says i—* Tho publication of & haptist news-
paper, however beuoficial it may have proved
in other respects, has so waterially affected
the sale of the Baptist Magazine that our
respeoted Bisters, the widows of ministers,
must no longer look to it as a source of
income. This year the publishers have
kindly undortaken to bear the loss; but
they have given notice to the proprietors
that, for the future, s new arrangement
must be made.” It may not afford rolief to
the Editor if wo tell him that the * Baptist”
is not the only denominational publication
that has enffered loss, whether from the
same or other canses wo pretend not to say,
bat it is a fact that the * General Baptist”
has been brought into a similar position.
These things are painful, and chiefly be-
cause they indicate oither laxity of denomi-
vational zea), or a love of novelty and
change which may be injarions to the in:
terests of the body. We are aware of the
extraordivary exertions which have beeo
put forth to push the newspaper; and so
far have some departed from consistency,
that although pledged ogain and again,
year after year, to support the senior periodi-
cals at their Anvual Associations, they have
been induced to pnes resolutions in favour
of the newapaper, whilst they have said
nolbing in favour of the magozioes. So far
wo bave not said a word about this news-
paper, for or against; and now we only wish
to say, that If certain parties desired to pub-
lisb a baptist newspaper they had a perfeot
right to do so, and others bave an equally
perfect right to take it if they please, but
to push this object so far as to seriously
injure the recognised organs of the two
sections of the body, is neither brotherly
nor bonourable. As for ourselves, why we
have nothing to say, except that we have
always had to struggle for existenoe, ani we
intend to struggle on.



INTELLIGENQE.

A Cuniostty.—Wo woro Intorested and
gomewhat nmusod on porusing the following
address, printed on a oard, respectfully re-
quosting a fow postage stamps. As we
always love to help the ‘‘ poor and needy,”
wo publish it in the hope it may induce
somo of our readers to mako them a little
Now Yoar's Gift :—

Cle O Ferting Bouse,

Amersham, Bucks.

In tho Valo of Amersham took place
gome of the oarliest struggles of Protestant
freedown with Papal tyranny.

The lunp of truth ia the Parish Chareh
had Jong twinkled Lut faintly through the
long dark shadows of superstition and evil,
when the Lollards (Baplists) came among
ma, and streaked the firmamental darkness
with bright lines of promise.

Afterward, in 1403, WickLivFB visited
Awmersham, but smoke and vapour was
sti)l issuing from the Papal gates. Thd
Angel of Liberty paused—spoke—and many
Lelieved! These clustered, and formed
Ohurches of the “ ohildren of the light and
of the day.”” God had said, * Lef there be
light.”

The followers of Wi0KLIFFE became na-
merous, and terrible to the reigning powers
of darkness, while the blood of their mar-
tyrs, though licked mp by the dogs, was
looked upon by heaven—reading in purple
and indelible linos tho strong cries snd tears
of fathers on behalf of their enslaved
children.

‘Then JomN Knox, the Dissenting Re-
formeor, xose up like a now star, aud came
and stood over Amersham, where the dark-
ness was: onr forefathers flockod to hear
him, and the spirit of oivil and roligions
liberty found a lively place in the hearts of
maoy,

The Old Meeting House, Amersham, was
built A.D. 1677; whercin have assembled
the obildren of those mighty men wbose
spirit, destined from the first to triumph,
now pervades Britain—has made her great,
glorious, and free, and still waits and watches
to bless the world.

This old Chapel may justly be considered
a “ Taberoacle of Witness,” monumental
to the youth of a great spirit.

It is desirod to put this little building in
a suitable and dursble stato of repair, for
which subscriptions aro carneatly solisited.

( Signed) W.JEFFERY, Minister,

J. TOOVEY, Deacon.

CanpiFr.—Mr. A, G. Fullor has resigoed
the pasiorate of the Bethany English Bup-
tist Chureh, and terminates his labours
there on tho Jast sabbath in February.
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Tue Dutigs or TausTERs are defined in
the deed appointing them, and their autho-
rity extonds so far as is necessary for dis-
charging those duties. One of those daties
is the proservation of the property; and, as
a rule, it may be laid down that alterations
in the chapel shounld not be made by the
charch without consalting the trustees.
What extent of alteration woald entitle
the trustoes Jegally to interfere, may be a
matter for oongideration in each individual
cage; bt it would be pradent, in all pro-
posed alterations of the building, to consult
the trnstees thereon.

W. H. W. in Bap. Mag.

Ma. JoNnataar E. RYLaND, youngest son
of the late Dr. Ryland, of Bristl, has
acoepted the Editorship of the “ Eclectic
Review.” We anderatand that Mr. R. is in
every way qualified for the task he has
undortaken,

Removars.—Mr. W. Wallis, of Leigh,
Lanoashire, to Boronghbridge, Yorkshire.—
Mr. Henry Rowson, of Horton College,
Bradford, to Warrington—Mr. T. Brooks, of
Wrexham, to Bourton-on-the-Water.— DMr.
A. Pity, of Upton-on-Severn, to Salem
Chapel, Dover.

PresteIGN : Baplism of a * Primitive'
Preacher. — We had, yesterday morning,
(December 24th), a very interesting ser-
vice at our chapel. Mr. W. 1. Rees, for
soveral years a popular preacher among
the Primitive Methodists, came forward
as @ candidate for baptism. Previous to
the ordinanoe being administered, Mr. R.
delivered o very telling address to a large
and sttentive andience. He commenced by
saying that he had no doubt many present
greatly wondered to see him there a candi-
date for christian baptism, after being so
warm an advocate of infant sprinkling. He
was not, however, asbamed of his altered
position, but greatly rejoiced that he had
been brought to see his error. Infant
sprinkling, he remarked, had uneither pre-
oept nor example frum the New Testameut—
it was nothing but a systera of man’s inven-
tion. He could not acconnt fo