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N. G. WRIGHT Tutor, Spurgeon's College 

SOCIETY NEWS: The Summer School, held at the United Theological College, 
Aberystwyth, 30 June to 3 July 1994, proved a happy weekend for those present. With the 
sun shining arid the seafront just across the road, the time-table allowed time to relax between 
sessions. The Principal oftheCollege, the Revd Dr Elfeyd Ap-Nefydd Roberts, spoke of the 
Welsh revival, while his colleague, Dr Hywel Davies, told of 'The American Revolution and 
the Baptist Atlantic'. Bernard Green shared his new~found enthusiasm for historical research 
On the Rushbrookepapers, focusing on J. H. Rushbrookeand religious liberty, while Douglas 
Sparkes addressed the story of Home Mission and related topics. David Milner introduced 
'Benjamin Goodwin, 1785-1871: Baptist minister, tutor, lecturer and citizen'. David 
Bebbington presented a seminal paper entitled 'The Democratization of British Religion: The 
Baptist Case'. There was opportunity to visit the National Library of Wales, and to discuss 
future directions for the Society'S work. The PreSident, Dr Morris West, ledmuch of the 
worship, and the Secretary, Or Roger Hayden, preached on the Sunday morning. Most of 
the papers should appear in the Baptist Quarterly in due course. 
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GEOFFREY R. BREED Archivist, Kent Baptist Association, and formerly 
Minister of Sittingbourne Baptist Church. 

********* 
THE ASSOCIATION OF DENOMINATIONAL mSTORICAL 

SOCIETIES AND COGNATE LmRARIES 

PROTESTANT NONCONFORMISTS, 'STRANGERS', 
AND THE WEST MIDLANDS OF ENGLAND 

A first conference, with this title, will be held from 4 p.m. on Friday, 28 July to lunch, 
Sunday, 30 July 1995 at Westhill College, Weoley ParkRoad, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 
6LL. The programme will include Alan Argent on 'The West Midlands and the founding of 
the London Missionary Society', John H. Y. Briggs on 'Elite and proletariat in nineteenth­
century Birmingham Nonconformity', E. Dorothy Graham on 'Bourne College: a Primitive 
Methodist educational venture', W. Eifion Powell on 'The contribution of the Welsh 
Nonconformist diaspora to the West Midlands of England' , David Thompson on 'R. W. Dale 
and the civic gospel', and David Wykes on 'A finished monster of the true Birmingham 
breed': Birmingham and the victims of the 1791 Priestley Riots'. Cost (a) B&B, all meals 
and conference fee £95 (b) excluding B&B, £59. Cheques payable to ADHSCL should be 
sent to Dr E. Dorothy Graham, 34 Spiceland Road, Birmingham B31 INJ (021 475 4914) 
between 1 March and 31 May 1995. 
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!AN RANDALL Tutor in Church History, Spurgeon's College 

********* 

ABSTRACT: Torsten Bergsten, Frikyrkor i samverkan. Den svenska frikyrk­
oekumenikens historia (Free Churches in Cooperation. The· History of Ecumenical 
Cooperation among the Swedish Free Churches) 1905-1993, Stockholm 1995. 

This study describes the ecumenical development of the Swedish Protestant free churches (i.e. 
not State-Church Lutheran) from their first general assembly in 1905 to 1993. In 1918 the 
Free Church Council of Sweden was founded by the Methodist Church, the Baptist Union and 
the Mission Covenant Church of Sweden. After World War 11 the number of member 
churches increased to eight and [mally eleven. The study, initiated and supported by the 
Council and its research board, commemorates 75 years of activity, before reconstitution in 
1993 into the Free Church Cooperative Council. From the beginning, the Council tried to 
create a united free church or at least a federation of the free churches. This was never 
accomplished, but wider and deeper cooperation has continued to be a central topic. Two 
other essential issues are the free churches' struggle for freedom of religion and their 
opposition to the close connection between the Swedish State and the Church of Sweden. 
Baptism, holy communion, ministry, church order, the Bible, charismatic gifts, relationship 
to the international ecumenical movement, responsibility for Swedish society, immigrant 
churches, foreign missions and development in the Third World have all been integral 
activities of the Swedish free churches. The book will be published in February 1995. 
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