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2 THE NATURAL SOlTRCES OF THEOLOGY. [Jan. 

For this power of perception we may use the term sight; we 
may say that we see whatever is perceived by the bodily 
senses, the eye, the ear, touch, smell, taste; we see the 
external world and its sensible properties by outward sense ; 
and we may say that we see by inward sight that which is part 
of our own consciousness, or that which is abstract and known 
only by reflection, or conceived by the imagination. 

We come into conscious being possessed of these powers of 
outward and inward sight. In our first survey of the universe 
we see the difference between our own self and the rest of the 
universe; and the first grand division in our classifying the 
objects of perceptions, is into the me and the not-me; myself 
and nature. Very early in our conscious life we again divide 
the not-me into my body and not my body. My body is 
subservient, in part, directly to my thought and wish; what 
is not my body is in no case directly obedient. It obeys only 
on compulsion applied in some manner through my body. A 
further step is taken very early: we discover the existence of 
other selfs in the world, each with its appropriate body, obedi­
ent to it, by which it obtains, as we do, a power of compelling 
a partial obedience of matter to its will. We thus learn the 
existence of our fellow-men, dwellers in organic forms, and 
partial lords of the material world. We see that the material 
world is more like the human body than like the soul. Nay, 
before adult age, we class the bOily in with matter, and make 
the primary division to be into matter and spirit. We recog­
nize the fact that spirit is, to a great extent, lord over matter; 
and we learn that the most careful experiments demonstrate 
matter to be wholly inert. Yet we see matter in motion when 
no human spirit is acting upon it: the very stars of heaven 
are in motion. We rise at once to the conception of a mighty 
spirit, ruling the world as we rule the small portions of it 
under our control; and reason pushes us to the conclusion 
that there is no limit to his power- that he is not only mighty, 
but Almighty. 

Thus readily is the human intellect led to perceive the 
existence of Almighty God, and the likeness to him in which 

Digitized by Goog Ie 


































