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ART. I.-THE RESPONSE OF THE CIITTRCH OF 
ENGLAND TO THE WANTS OF 1IODERX TDIES. 

THE great problem which is stirring the heart of the Chris­
tian Church of this age is, How to bring the healing and 

refining influences of the Gospel upon the great mass of spiritual 
destitution and ignorance which prevails throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. The deadly and injurious effects of 
scepticism and other kindred forms of opposition to the Chris­
tian faith are felt in every quarter and class of society; but 
great as these evils are, it seems still more hopeless to battle 
against the wide-spread indifference to any phase of religious 
life. 

The Church of England has not failed to recognise the 
existence and enormity of these hindrances to the spread of 
the Gospel and the advancement of religious education among 
the people; she has not under-valued the great difficulties of 
the case, nor has she flinched from efforts of self-sacrifice in 
endeavouring to meet them. It has often been thought and 
said, no doubt, that the machinery of the Church was too 
antiquated and ill-adjusted to deal with the peculiar wants of 
modern times; but such a conclusion is obviously and fully 
disproved by the methods which have been resorted to in 
orcfer to render the institutions and work of the Church 
suitable to our present needs. 

It will be interesting, and it is the principal object of this 
paper, to illustrate some of the efforts which are now being 
made to simplify and popularize the services of the Church, 
and in other ways to advance the highest welfare of the 
people. 

I. It is not unnatural, in the :first instance, to turn to our 
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cathedrals, the great historic monuments of the spiritunl lifo 
and devotion of the Christian Church in past a~es. 

In days gone by, it has been said that they failed adequately 
to respond to the great opportunities which they possessed of 
promoting religious life throughout the nation ; but such a 
charge in these days would utterly fall to the ground. There is 
!lot a single cathedral which does not systematically provide 
its round of daily services with other multiplied spiritual privi­
le()'es. In addition to the opeortunities which the cathedral 
affords to those in the immediate neighbourhood, these build­
ing~ haye been freely thrown open for the encouragement and 
ed1hcat10n of every agency created to assist Church life and 
work in the diocese. By way of showing the peculiar readi­
ness to make these grand buildings available to every class 
and want of the community, one or two illustrations mo.y be 
given. 
~ At Bang-or, a Saturday morning children's service is held at 
ten o'clock during eight months of the year, some 500 or 
600 children attending. At Bristol, special Sunday after­
noon services are frequently held for the volunteers, cadets, and 
naval reserve, post-office and telegraph clerks, police and fire 
brigade. Week-day evening lectures on the Psalms have been 
girnn to men and women separately and to mixed congrega­
tions. At Ely, on the Feast of the Epiphany, a special servwe 
is held for children, the congre~ation frequently reaching 1,100. 
Special services for men and women, separately, were held 
during the last Lenten season, the congregation numbering 
:WO or 300. At Lichfield the communicants of the diocese, 
forming themselves into guilds, were last year welcomed in 
the cathedral, and a service specially arranged for them. A 
service of a somewhat similar character was held in Newcastle 
Cathedral, the congregation numberin(J' more than 3,000. At· 
Worcester special services have been held for men only, with 
congregations of 300 and more. It remains to point to the 
.ery remarkable efforts which have been made by the Dean 
and Chapter of St. Paul's, to render the services helpful to 
the varymg needs of the great metropolitan population. Most 
of our readers will remember the days whe'n the usual hour 
of evening prayer under the dome saw but comparatively few 
present, but how marvellous is the change now ! One can 
scarcely ever go there without casting one's eye upon what we 
may venture to call a crowd of worshippers; and in marking 
the evident signs of devotion, it is clear that these once 
neglected services have now become a source of comfort to 
many hearts feeling the burden and strain of City business 
life. Has anyone witnessed those grand gatherings under tho 
<lome during tho Lenten season, so largely composed of men, 
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without heartily thanking- God for the quickened life of the 
Church? Nor should 1t be forgotten how zealously and 
generously the Dean and Chapter have sought to render the 
cathedral available to those who are giving their services to 
the Church as lay helpers, whether men or women. Through­
out the winter months at least 100 men are systematically 
brought under Bible-teaching by some of the Minor Canons, 
who also give instruction in the Greek Testament. Lectures 
to women have been regularly given, and more than 120 ha,e 
continuously attended these classes. 

These illustrations surely afford evidence enough of an 
anxiety and readiness to throw the cathedrals open as widely 
as possible, and to make them, as we venture to assert they 
are, the centres of godly zeal and spiritual activity, their in­
fluence radiating through every corner of the diocese. 

II. Passing to the subject of Parochial Missions, we note one 
of the most remarkabie and encouraging witnesses to the 
spirit of enterprise which would leave no stone unturned in 
reclaiming the ungodly, and leading back into the fold of the 
Church, those who have wandered mto sin. 

It is not within the scope of this paper to trace the history 
of this movement. It is enough to show that "Mission Work., 
is not only a recognised part of the Church machinery, but that 
it has proved of untold worth in its effect upon the spiritual life 
of the people. 

The whole subject of how best and most quickly to stem 
the overwhelming tides of ungodliness around us, has for some 
time occupied the careful attention of the Councils of the 
Church. It is clear from their conclusions that they fully 
1·ecognise the urgent necessity of active steps to utilize every 
possible agency, whether clerical or ln.y, for widening the borders 
of Christ's Kingdom throughout the world. One cannot doubt 
but that in a few years each diocese will have formed some 
systematic plan for reaching the masses of non-churchgoin~ 
people by means of simpler services than we are accustomed 
to, and of a distinctly missionary and cvn.ngelistic character. 
Already such organizations exist in the Dioceses of Lichtield. 
Peterborough, Lincoln, Salisbury, n.nd Truro. These societies 
hn.ve gathered together a staff of clergy titted by experience 
and popular gifts for conducting Parochi:u Missions ; they 
have also supplemented their work by armnging for special 
:-;erv.ices in vo.rious parishes during the Advent and Lenten 
:-;onsons. In the Dioceses of London, Exeter, Norwich. :md 
.Manchester, steps ho.ve also been t:ikcn tLl follow a s.illlibr 
eourse. 

It is no.turn.I hero to mont.ion tho Church Pl\rochial Mission 
Society, which has for some ye:1.1-s doYoted itself with so much 

11 2 
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wisdom and labour to this branch of Church work. This 
society has been instrumental in or~anizing over 700 Parochin.l 
Missions in different parishes and districts . 
. Patiently and prayerfully prepared for, it is perhaps impos­

sible to exaggerate the importance of a Mission in its bearing 
upon the spiritual and moral life of a particular parish or 
neighbourhood. 

It affords a striking evidence of the power and attractive­
ness of the Gospel, when the hearts of thousands in some of 
our large towns are stirred by Mission ao-encies to long for the 
pea?e and joy of true life in Christ Jes~s. We may imagine, 
for mstance, how the case stood in Leeds, when some eighty 
churches, for a week or more, threw wide open their doors to 
welcome men and women wearied with all the sad disappoint-
1:1ents and bitter ~eart-aching sorrows of their God-forgetful 
hfe; and we may picture many of these as bent in sorrow for 
the past before the Cross of Christ, and quickened there by the 
word of His forgiving love and the regenerating breath of the 
Holy Spirit. Those who have taken their part in unfolding 
the story of the Cross, can tell of the lifelong joy which the 
Parochial Mission has brought to many who thought their 
souls uncared for ; how many, will be known only at " that 
day." What was done with such power and hopefulness in 
Leeds, has been repeated, as is well known, in other great 
centres of population, as, for instance, in Preston, Wolver­
hampton, N'orthampton, Huddersfield, and Norwich. 

One of the most useful and hopeful outcomes of this move­
ment has been the Special Services held for Working Men. It 
is very commonly said that the Church has entirely lost her 
hold .upon the artisan classes; but is this altogether true? 
The vast crowd assembled for Mission Services at Norwich and 
Lichfield, would surely incline us to hope that there is no real 
breach between the English working man and his Church. 
There are many signs, indeed, that by patient and self-sacrificing 
work, and painstaking labour to understand them, the clergy 
may win the respect and affection of our artisans, and even 
enlist them in the highest sphere of service in the Church. 

An illustration is furnished in the working men's meeting 
at C'hurch Congresses. In no single instance has this groat 
effort failed; but in every town where the Congress has been 
held, and the workin~ men have been invited, the invitation 
has been accepted with an enthusiasm evidenced by numbers 
and kindly feeling, showing plainly no real want of goodwill 
between the Church and the workmg classes. 

III. In connection with the special function and working of 
Parochial :Missions, it may be well to make some mention of 
the efforts made to follow up and deepen the spiritual impres-
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sions left upon the minds of those who have come under these 
exceptionaf influences, and who, in response to the awakeninus 
of God's Holy Spirit, have actively umted themselves with the 
work of the Church. It is impossible, of course, to give any­
thing like an exhaustive statement of the guilds and unions 
which now exist for the advancement of devotional life among 
communicants and Church-workers ; we can only, therefore, 
quote one or two instances as illustrations of similar efforts. 
Last year a special service was held in Canterbury Cathedral, 
to which the clergy and Church-workers of the city and 
neighbourhood had been previously invited. The Bishop of 
Sydney gave the address at the service ; a meeting followed in 
the assembly-rooms, and subjects of natural interest to Church­
men were brought under discussion. This movement was 
originated by the late Archbishop Tait, who was anxious to 
foster a desire for Christian work among the younger commu­
nicants of the Church after their confirmation, a.nd to give 
some formal sanction to the offering of their service. In the 
Diocese of Lichfield for two years past the members of the 
Diocesan Guild Union have assembled in the cathedral for a. 
service of prayer and praise united with instruction. The 
Bishop has encouraged this movement by his presence, and 
some fifty clergy or more have joined in the service with a. 
thousand communicants. The intention of this Guild Union is 
to bind communicants together for holiness, work, and pr-a.yer. 
An organization exactly similar in character exists in the 
Diocese of Truro ; it is known by the na.me of " The Church 
Society for the Advancement of Holy Living." More tha.n forty 
parishes in the diocese have joined the society, which has now 
a roll of members exceeding 1,500. 

In the grand old parish church of Newcastle, now the cathe­
dral of the diocese, two thousa.nd Church-workers assembled 
last year at an evening service specially designed for them: 
the choir on the occasion consisted of 500 trained voices. A 
very large number of working men, it was obserYed, were 
present, showing not only their prnctical symp:tthy with the 
o~jccts of such a gn.thering, but their willingness to ma.kl1 
sacrifices of timo and en.so for tho n.ctive service of the Church. 

Undue importcmce can hn,rdly be n.ttached to such move­
ments • as these. They have already done much to en­
courage workers who have too often had but little help given 
them in the way of rcn.lizing a common bond of union :rnwng 
all who pray to mn.ko their livos a service to Clu-i~t in 
ministry to othors. 

In sovoral ln.rgo towns tho district visitors, Sund:ty-sehol1l 
ton.chars, and others, have boon invited to wh:tt we ma.:, c:tll :\ 
rotroat, or quiet day: o. sorvico has boon held in the church; 



and. im~trn<'ti,,ns up,.'n the spiritul\l lifo hM-o been given, with 
intern,h for mt>1.lit~t.i'-,n and prayer. 

In the l)i'°''-~'tl ,,f St, Albl\lls., during tho lMt Lenten soMon, 
spec:-il\l dt'Yf•ti,,nal st>nicos for clorgy l\nd Sunday-school 
tea<'ht>rs """'re hC1ld. in four appointed centros.1 

It is n('t~l1c1ss to point out tbo _peculiar valuo of such oppor­
tunitiCIS as we have n'-,w described, for giving spiritual direot!on 
and t'nc\'•u~ment to the labours of those who a.re otfermg 
their g-ifts to God in the service of His Church. The obvious 
tendency of an a.wa.kened earnestness is to lea.d many who n.re 
under the impulse of religious feelings to devote themselves to 
~'b.ristia.n enterprises of one kind or another; but the danger 
1s that the enthusiasm may be chilled, and the work laid down. 
It is needful, therefore, that opportunities should present them­
seh-es for fixing upon the mind the highest conception of what 
Christian service really is, and for the setting forth the ever­
opening sources of that Divine grace, which enables the soul to 
continue unmoved in its desire to labour for God and man. 

IV. We have touched upon Parochial Missions designed 
chieflv to arouse those who are careless and indifferent. It 
may ·be well to allude to some of the most prominent and 
a'\'"owed hindrances to the spread of the Gospel of Christ which 
the Church has to face, and toil. if possible, to remove. The 
existence of a wide-spread infidelity among the masses is one 
of the most painful obstacles the Church has to overcome. 
On the right and left hand of us, attempts are being openly 
a.nd persistently made by infidels and secularists to undermine 
the Christian faith : the Church has not been wanting in her 
effone v., resist this hmtful tendency. The Society for Pro­
JIK;.iD'?' Christian Knowledge has for some considerable time 
ree:r,gr.ised the urgent necessity of facing the prevalent scep­
ticll,m ,.,f the present day. "G nder the direction of the Evidence 
(_;.,-JIDmitthe, a number of most valuable manuals have been 
puLlishoo, oompiled by those who have taken an active part 
in the strife of C'hmtianity with infidelity. By the publication 
and distribution of the,-se manuals, which seem to covor tho 
whole ground, immense good has been already accomplished. 
In oth~r ways the C'bmtian Evidence Society is seeking to <lo 
a similar work. ltJi m,:thod of procedure is that its appointed 
agents sh,.,uld as frr;r111ently a.11 poHsible viHit our largo towns 
for too purpose of holding conferences, open-air lectures in 

1 ~ JtE:rvir,(; ,;rm11i11wii r,f a 11hr,rten1:d form of pr11ycr followed by threo 
addr-•: afwrt:ad, atJtJr""" a 11lwrt interval w11.11 rc11orvod for mo,fit1Ltion 
aDli .,..-';rt:'t wayt:r, a ~uf,j.,<:t for int.erct:1111ion Loinl( 11111(go11to,I, '!'he 
J'dJ>'ID* t,,, an i11vit.ati,,n t1J att.i,r,,J tlw..e 110rvice1 wu11 m011t oncournging, 
l,oth QU tw.:: y.&rt ,,f the cicrgy arid Kurid.ay-11Clwol too.chor1. 
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p~rke n:nd crowded thor_oughfares, with opporta~ities gi~en for 
il1ecuss1on ; tho formation of dMSeS for the l.D.9tract1on of 
young peo_ple in Christian evidences. There fa scarcely a dio­
cese m which this kind of work has not been carried ,m with 
more or less success, but it is chiefly perhaps in L,Jllffon anii 
our large northern towns that these efforts have boon rruvie. 
Open-o.1r lectures have been given under St. PanCl'M Railway 
n.rchee, in Clerkenwell, Whitechapel, Victoria Park, and <Jther 
centres in the metropolis. At Halifax, Leeds, lfanche<Jter. 
Bury, Burnley, and other towns in the north, active steps have 
been taken to cope with the terrible evils of existing forms 
of unbelief; large bodies of working men have been drawn 
togeth~r in friendly conference, and great good has unques­
tionably followed. 

Another great adversary to the cause of (,'hrist throughout 
the land presents itself in the prevalence of intemperance and 
impurity. 

The crusade of the Church against drunkenness, and the 
habits and temptations which encooraie it, has been of a very 
decided character, and has met with considerable success. 
Whilst some will be inclined to draw comparisons between the 
agencies which the Church has employed for checking the 
intemperate habits of the nation. and the means which othen 
have adopted in the like cause, it is impossible to gainsay the 
fact that the most solid reformation is being wron..ah.t oo;: by 
the quiet systematic labours of our Parochial Temper:mce 
Societies rather than by impulsive efforts of a less personal and 
permament character. 

Any great change in the habits of the people cm only be 
looked for as the result of prayerful and persistent toil pursued, 
especially among the young, with a view to remo'\""e the causes 
which have tended to foster inteml;'°rance. The witness of 
the Church of En~and Temper:\D.ce :society has been pu,r-erful 
and emphatic, and has left its m:Lrk for good upon the Chnreh 
n.nd our national life in the formt\tion of so mun- pll'-"hi:J 
organizations for coping with this gret\t sin whi.ch b.l\S Sa..l 11.mg 
been Engln.nd's sht\me. 

It may perhaps be safely said, of the two evils, impurity is 
oven gronter than intemperance, thou,gh it ct\llllot make its 
oxistenoe so oponly folt.. The revelt\tions of the Rt:leort m::t.1..le 
to Convocntion upon this subjoot S(ltUe fow ye~ sm1..~ nN 

l\wful in the ox.tremo : l\ll.d it nmst bet\ mt\tt& o..l.f t~kfu~ 
thn.t t,he consoionoo of tho l'hureh ht\S ~u fU\.'ll$\.~l. ~ tht\t.. 
she is now ox.01·tiug h1>-rsclf to..l i\b..'\hl tht} \.lY\':t\\"h~lm~ m~­
n,nd disimoo of tl1i~ ~ro~\t ut\t.i1.llt~J. NP':',"1..'\1.'h: :\lto..l ~l n~ust 
on.rnostly wish th1\t tho Clrnroh t\l' Kl\l,tland l\1rity ~l\.•.t~_t:-· 
mn.y bo wisoly guidod iu tho mothods whioh it may t\lfopt K•r 
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~foaling with a subject calling for so much courago and 
JUd.gmC'nt. 

\thilst gfrini.r pr1.'n~ino1~t mention to . this nowly cro~t,od 
:lg't'nt'Y. whtt'~l the spct'H\l cu-cumstimcos of so g-reat and w1do­
sp~:\lt :1n cnl ha,o u~~ntly c:\lled into oxistonco, it would bo 
a gn-~,t t)missi~)n Wl~ro Wt' tt) fail to point out who.t gront efforts 
the Clnm'h t)t .Engl:md has made to rescue the thousands who 
:U'C exposed to the s1rn.res of seductive vice. Thero is scarcely 
a Diocese which has not organized its Industrial School its 
Refugt'. :md l:)enitentiary; and though it is always difficult to 
t-:lbul:\tt.' the actual results for good achieved by these institu­
twns. those who are acquainted with their history and working 
~ell know how powerful!y ~hey haye mad~ their influence f~lt 
m the renewal and pur1fymg of hves which would otherwise 
ha,e been los! in the yawning gulfs of sin.I 

A work which would seem to be of especial value is found 
in the association& which now exist throughou~ the country 
for attempting to cut off this great evil in the bud. These 
pre,enti,e Societies seek to accomplish their work by establish­
ing free registry offices, clothing clubs, careful visitation, the 
foundation of clubs for factory-~irls, addresses to working 
mothers upon the early training ot their children, the rescuing 
of those placed in circumstances of exceptional temptation, 
and by other kindred means. There are now seventy-two such 
Societies existing, and they are continually increasing in 
number. 

A kindred effort has been made by the Church of England 
Central Home for Waifs and Strays. Under the direction of 
this Society, Homes for boys and girls have been established at 
Clapton and Dulwich, and others are in course of formation. 
There is perhaps no work that calls more urgently for the self­
sacrificing labours of the Church than that which is suggested 
by these various agencies for training the rising generation in 
the love and habits of purity; nor has any work a greater 
promise of reward than that of helping thousands of our fellow­
creatures to come out from the darkness of their sin into the 
light of a renewed and purer life. 

V. This may seem a fitting opportunity for touching upon 
the position and value of women's work in the Church. It is 
generally admitted that the sphere is very wide indeed for the 
employment ?f. women's g~fts in this service: \Yhateve~ dif­
ference of opm10n may exist as to the const1tut10n of Sister­
hoods, and of the principles upon which their work has been 
carried out, no one will refuse to admit that they have been, 

1 The actual extent of the work accomplished may be gathered from 
the statistical returns furnished in the" Official Year Book," pp. 128-13[!. 
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nn<l still continuo to be, channelH of eHpc<;ial and ab<mndin~ 
rnorcy. 'l'ho <loac,mcHHCH' work and inHtitutionH for T!IJr#~,; in­
<licato another form in which the mini11try of w,Jm,;n ha,; 
dovolope<l itHolf. In the JJiocc1wH of Canterbury, lhnd,,n, 
Winchester, :Ely, Salisbury, and C11e11ter, efirJrtR haw~ for w,rn,~ 
time boon ma<lo to find Hystematic ernpl<Jyrnent for w,,rn,;n, 
duly trained and solemnly set apart for the most part by 
Episcopal authority, as authorize<! C'hurch JJeac<1nesses, thus 
practically reviving the primitive order. Their w<1rk is tr1 

visit and nurse the sick and poor, to conduct )fothers' )Ie,~t­
ings, and to assist in other ways in parish work as the in­
cumbent may direct. Anyone having practical acquaintance 
with the domestic sorrows and difficulties of the poorer classes 
will understand how to value the inestimable boon of efficient 
nursing; it is, perhaps, one of the most useful services which 
can be rendered in times of need, and it is, certainly to the 
comprehension of the poor, one of the most practical expres­
sions of the life and spirit of C'hristianity. The·di.fficulties in 
many cases of nursing the poor in their own homes, and oi 
placing them in conditions conducive to a complete recovery, 
have doubtless in a very great degree led to the formation of 
cottage hospitals and convalescent homes ; a reference to the 
tabular records of these charities presented in the "Official 
Year-Book" will show how actively the Church of England has 
taken her part in the development of this specially valuable 
work. Those who have visited these homes, and have heard 
from the _patients their testimony to the benefits which they 
have received, will be able to appreciate the great advantage 
and the real necessity of considerably multiplying their number. 

So far it has been our endeavour to survey the agencies 
which the Church has constituted, and is still employing, for 
carrying on what we may describe as the home mission work. 
Though the distinct mission of the Church is to preach the 
Gospel to the poor, has she not yet to show that beautiful 
side of the Redeemer's life which was spent in ceaseless works 
of mercy to the sick and suffering ? Is it not possibly true 
that the work of the Church has presented itself to the minds 
of great masses of the people as a counterpart of that painful 
misrepresentation of the Christian life which St. ·James de­
scribes in such striking words : " If a brother or a sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto 
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled, nothwith­
standing ye give them not those things which are needful to 
the body, what doth it profit?" Surely the attractive and con­
vincing power of the Gospel will be as forcibly unfolded by 
deeds as words • and it is a matter for o-reat thankfulness that ' ::, . 
so many hands and hearts are now pressed into the serYICt', 



170 Tit(' R('.Sr•<•n~ of tht Oluwclt of h'ngland 

~nd. al\~ s,, ,•ht"(>t-fulh- T\'Sl"mdin~ to t.ho c1ill to cl\rry "food to 
the bun~,- snd. d,,tbin~ t,, th~ lll\kod.." 

n. \\\~- r,•\ss t., the "sul~ioct of education. In spito of all 
th(' ditn,·ult-1t>S ,..-hich h11i.-e surrounded this groat question, and 
in whid1 it is still inn,h-ed, the Church has striven boldly to 
lwld h,:,r ,rn,_1 and to preserre our national lifo from the hurt­
ful sn~ ~rrupting-. influence of a mere secular and godle~s 
educ.au?~ 1'.he chsad.antages under which we labour m 
compet1t10n with School Boards are very great indeed, and are 
ce!l.ain to increJISe rather than to diminish ; bearing this in 
mmd. !he res~1lts of the C_hurch's labour in the great cause of 
€'ducauon dunng the previous year were most encouraging. 

The accommodation in Church schools rose from 2,385,374 
~n lSS:! to 2,413,676 in 1883, whilst the average attendance 
mcreased from 1,538,408 to 1,562,507. The Church educated 
last year half as many a..:,crain as the Board schools ; and con­
tributed ,oluntarily during the year nearly £580,000 towards 
the support of Church schools, besides the large sum required 
for new buildings and improvements. During the year 1882, 
the Church spent the sum of £928,608 upon elementary 
education. 

Looking at these figures, and at the devotion to the cause 
which they represent, we cannot be without hope for the 
future, whilst at the same time the aggressive character of the 
Board-School system lays a most solemn claim upon the con­
science of the Church to leave no stone unturned in en­
deavouring to secure for the children an education founded 
upon the laws of God, which we must ever regard as the only 
safeguard for our national liberty, prosperity, and honour. 

In duly estimating the contributions of the Church to the 
::..rreat cause of national education, we should not overlook the 
fiberality with w~ch the training colleges have been founded 
and maintained out of her revenues through many years past, 
nor should we forget how largely they have assisted elementary 
ooucation throughout the land by the staff of experienced and 
well-trainoo teachers they have supplied from time to time. 
It will be knrJwn to many, that of such inBtitutions there are 
thi.rtH::o existing- for ma.le and Hixtcen for female teachers ; theso 
,:,Jlleg~, tlrough receiving assistance from Government grant!!, 
yet 01.1otinue t/J be maintained very largely out of Church 
funds. The ar;tion of the Htaw, in withdrawing itH ofJicin.l in­
~IH;ti,Jn in r,;Ji~,j'!'~H HU~.d_ects, has thrown u_pon the Chur~l,1 11 

further r<;,;pr101;1~~1lity wbwh_ haH been readily accep!;od. lho 
Churr;h s1.;hWJIB m every JJ10coHe ar,., now voluntrmly placocl 
under the supervision of experienced im1pectorH, who, acting 
with th1;; auth,Jrity of the HiHhop, Hy11tnnatic111ly ovorlook tho 
ri::ligious iw;tru<;tion. ThiH prov1Hion haf:I been univorHo.lly ac-
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ceptod, and in several instanceH t,he maruv6en of F,.:,a.rd ~h,-,..,1½ 
havo applied for tho services of the JJir.>eesan Jn11per;trJl'.1 

'l'ho Uiocoean Boarcl9 contribute the sum of at least .£1f;,0<)(J 
annually towards the maintenance of the Inspect,,n, and in 
many cases receive large supplementary contributions frr,m too 
National Society. The work of this Society is far too widely 
known and valued to need any commendation. Its wise and 
energetic administration has laid the Church under a. deep 
and lasting obligation. 

The adoption of the principle involved in the mere secnlar 
training of the youn~ has naturally thrown an increased 
burden and responsibility upon the Sunday-school system, and 
it is clear that we shall have very largely to rely upon this 
agency in the future for the maintenance of religious educa­
tion of the children. Great as the debt is which we owe to 
the work of Sunday-schools, it is generally allowed that they 
are very far from reaching the standard of efficiency which is 
needful to enable them to exercise the influence that they 
should and must do throughout the Church. To render them 
equal to our present necessities, much more to the demands 
which will surely be made upon them in the future, it is 
obvious that every effort must be made to ensure a lanreh­
increased staff of Sunday-school teachers, and above ~ t;> 
raise the intellectual standard of their teaching. 
. The Church of England Sunday-School Institute has ren­
dered invaluable service in both directions; the work of this 
Society in continually organizing meetings of a de.otional 
character, and conferences for the mutual interchange of 
thought, has unquestionably done much not only to give en­
couragement to those already occupied in teaching, but to 
awaken a desire in the hearts of manv more to de.ote them­
solves to this work. V ory material asiistance has been given 
in mising the intolloctual standa,rd of Sunday-school teaching 
gonomlly, by the model lessons and examinations held under 
tho direction of the Institute Committee. These ex:,minations 
are hold nnnun.lly under the s:u1ction of the Arcbbishf1p.s. :llld 
thoy hn.vo rocoived moro or loss encoun~~ment from n~~ly 
ovory Diocoso. From intim1\to 1,cquainb.\U~ with the results 
nchiovod, wo n.ro n.ssurod they h:wo excrtL'<i a wry di~t s.nd 
pormrmont influonco. 

Oron.t n.s is tho holp which h:\S boon l'\'Ulh.,rod by tht' ~tmlhy­
Hohool Inst,it.uto, it is yot o,·itfont. th:\t. tho :::-tmd.:\y-..~•ht'-.)l $y$tt'IU 

mnst, rocoivo its strong-th prim1uily f1,.ltn ditX't'&U\ t)~,$U\t4!atitui. 

1 'rho prnotionl working of this llo~artnumt c>f our v,.lut,atit>tt:d 
rnn11hi1101·.v is t'llprosontod in tl\huhu• (Ul'U\ 111 th1.> "Official Y t>ar lk>,>k •• t>t 

HHH, p. lli!I. 
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The Church in each diocese must, in other words, see that the 
Sunday-school is effectively fulfilling its proper functions. This 
necessity has been recognised in the Dioceses of Ely, Chichester, 
Carlisle, Lincoln, :::it. Albans, Peterborough, and Truro. In each 
case a committee has been appointed at the instance of the 
Diocesan Conference, and is more or less giving encouragement 
to the Sunday-school work.1 

In the case of other Dioceses, Sunday-school teachers have 
been in,ited to attend examinations arranged by the Diocesan 
Boards _of Education. Thus _it is ~vident that this subject is 
occupymg the watchful cons1derat10n of the Church, and that 
practical methods are being employed to enable the Sunday­
schools of the country to fulfil with power and intelligence 
their own peculiar functions. 

The necessity of a much wider development of the provisions 
made by the Church for the education of the middle classes, 
is now prominently under consideration. The subject has 
been discussed in many Diocesan Conferences during the past 
few yearn, and in every case there has been a unanimous 
approval of the claims upon the Church, to extend the existing 
institutions for advancing education upon distinctive Church 
principles among the children of the middle classes. It is 
well known that several efforts have been made in this direc­
tion "With more or less success. The schools which owe -their 
origin primarily to the efforts of Canon Woodard have already 
done extensive service. An organization under the direction of 
Canon Holland is labouring to provide an education for girl~, 
based upun the teaching of the Church of England. It 1s 
proposed, with a like object in view, to erect one or more 
schools in memory of the honoured and useful life of the late 
Dean Close; and the Dean of Canterbury has lately founded 
the South-Eastern College at Ramsgate. In the hope of giving 
a. very large increase and responding still more effectually to 
the want so widely felt, the Church Schools Company has 
r~ently been formed, and in the two years of its existence has 
given proof not only of the growing necessity for its work, but 
of its practical power to fulfil it. Already through the efforts 
of the Council, i;everal schools have been opened, and havo 
rec0iv(:,d very encour8f_;ing support. 

Jn drawing thiJ; paper to its cloRe,2 it iR natural to admit 

1 Jn :Ely 1111,;h an organization haH certainly ~hewn 'itH vitrilit,y, rinrl 
ha11 rE:ndE:rE:d v,;ry val11able 11ervice in giving greater prnmi11onco to tho 
irnportanCI:: ,,f thiH branch of Church-work Under the direction of thiH 
Committ.E:e a TriE:nnial FE:Htival for the Clergy and 'feachorH of tho Diocc"o 
j11 held in thr, cathedral, anrl the very largo numhor ritt1rn<ling lmve uu­
d,,ubt,,dly giv1:11 an impul~r, that haK made itnJ)f very wirlnly foH. 

c 'fh,;firi;t I>'Jl'ti,,n of the pap<,r appeared in tlio ,Juno CJJTJJU:HMAN. 
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that, traversing over so wide a range, the sketch which has 
been given must be regarded as more or less imperfect. Many 
indications of the growth of the Church could not within the 
allowed limits be touched upon, as, for instance, the develop­
ment of the Home and Foreign Episcopate-the wider oppor­
tunity afforded for mutual counsel between clergy and laity 
upon matters affecting the position of the National Church 
and her increased usefulness. There is now but one Diocese 
which has not its Diocesan Conference; and the Central 
Council has already shown its power to awaken enthusiasm 
and to remove some existing difficulties in the way of Church 
rrogress by_ its thoughtful discussions ~nd prac~ical sugges­
t10ns. Agam ; the Church Cornrress, whwh has lived twenty­
four years, by the large and influential character of its meet­
ings, is a living witness not only to the renewed and awakened 
life of the Church, but to a greater willingness to sink "party" 
differences in an earnest desire to encompass the common 
good. • The recent proposal of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to form a House of Laymen, in connection with Convocation, 
is another indication of the readiness to invite the laity to 
take part in the councils and administrations of the Church. 

The records of the Church's progress in the Foreign Mission 
field have not come within the scope of this paper, but by 
reference to the" Official Year-Book," pp. 197-273, those who 
desire such information may be able to form a very accurate 
idea of the work of the Church abroad from the short reports 
furnished by the Colonial Bishops and the official summaries 
of the Foreign Missionary Societies. 

In endeavouring to form an estimate of Church life and 
progress, it should be remembered that by no human standard 
1s it possible to gauge the secret and deeper work which God 
is ever carrying on in the souls of men through the appointed 
ministry : this will best be seen and known in the light of the 
future. Meanwhile we may rejoice to see all around us in the 
multiplied energy of the Church and practical methods for 
bringing the great masses of our people under the blessing t)f 
God's saving mercy and love, so much to strengthen the Ct)ll­

viction that tho life-giving Spirit is in the midst of us, and 
that God in a vory powerful mid visible wny is making the 
Church of England tho instrument of communicating His 
life and light to tho world. 

---s+s-




