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ART. I.-THE RESPONSE OF THE CIITTRCH OF 
ENGLAND TO THE WANTS OF 1IODERX TDIES. 

THE great problem which is stirring the heart of the Chris­
tian Church of this age is, How to bring the healing and 

refining influences of the Gospel upon the great mass of spiritual 
destitution and ignorance which prevails throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. The deadly and injurious effects of 
scepticism and other kindred forms of opposition to the Chris­
tian faith are felt in every quarter and class of society; but 
great as these evils are, it seems still more hopeless to battle 
against the wide-spread indifference to any phase of religious 
life. 

The Church of England has not failed to recognise the 
existence and enormity of these hindrances to the spread of 
the Gospel and the advancement of religious education among 
the people; she has not under-valued the great difficulties of 
the case, nor has she flinched from efforts of self-sacrifice in 
endeavouring to meet them. It has often been thought and 
said, no doubt, that the machinery of the Church was too 
antiquated and ill-adjusted to deal with the peculiar wants of 
modern times; but such a conclusion is obviously and fully 
disproved by the methods which have been resorted to in 
orcfer to render the institutions and work of the Church 
suitable to our present needs. 

It will be interesting, and it is the principal object of this 
paper, to illustrate some of the efforts which are now being 
made to simplify and popularize the services of the Church, 
and in other ways to advance the highest welfare of the 
people. 

I. It is not unnatural, in the :first instance, to turn to our 
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cathedrals, the great historic monuments of the spiritunl lifo 
and devotion of the Christian Church in past a~es. 

In days gone by, it has been said that they failed adequately 
to respond to the great opportunities which they possessed of 
promoting religious life throughout the nation ; but such a 
charge in these days would utterly fall to the ground. There is 
!lot a single cathedral which does not systematically provide 
its round of daily services with other multiplied spiritual privi­
le()'es. In addition to the opeortunities which the cathedral 
affords to those in the immediate neighbourhood, these build­
ing~ haye been freely thrown open for the encouragement and 
ed1hcat10n of every agency created to assist Church life and 
work in the diocese. By way of showing the peculiar readi­
ness to make these grand buildings available to every class 
and want of the community, one or two illustrations mo.y be 
given. 
~ At Bang-or, a Saturday morning children's service is held at 
ten o'clock during eight months of the year, some 500 or 
600 children attending. At Bristol, special Sunday after­
noon services are frequently held for the volunteers, cadets, and 
naval reserve, post-office and telegraph clerks, police and fire 
brigade. Week-day evening lectures on the Psalms have been 
girnn to men and women separately and to mixed congrega­
tions. At Ely, on the Feast of the Epiphany, a special servwe 
is held for children, the congre~ation frequently reaching 1,100. 
Special services for men and women, separately, were held 
during the last Lenten season, the congregation numbering 
:WO or 300. At Lichfield the communicants of the diocese, 
forming themselves into guilds, were last year welcomed in 
the cathedral, and a service specially arranged for them. A 
service of a somewhat similar character was held in Newcastle 
Cathedral, the congregation numberin(J' more than 3,000. At· 
Worcester special services have been held for men only, with 
congregations of 300 and more. It remains to point to the 
.ery remarkable efforts which have been made by the Dean 
and Chapter of St. Paul's, to render the services helpful to 
the varymg needs of the great metropolitan population. Most 
of our readers will remember the days whe'n the usual hour 
of evening prayer under the dome saw but comparatively few 
present, but how marvellous is the change now ! One can 
scarcely ever go there without casting one's eye upon what we 
may venture to call a crowd of worshippers; and in marking 
the evident signs of devotion, it is clear that these once 
neglected services have now become a source of comfort to 
many hearts feeling the burden and strain of City business 
life. Has anyone witnessed those grand gatherings under tho 
<lome during tho Lenten season, so largely composed of men, 
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without heartily thanking- God for the quickened life of the 
Church? Nor should 1t be forgotten how zealously and 
generously the Dean and Chapter have sought to render the 
cathedral available to those who are giving their services to 
the Church as lay helpers, whether men or women. Through­
out the winter months at least 100 men are systematically 
brought under Bible-teaching by some of the Minor Canons, 
who also give instruction in the Greek Testament. Lectures 
to women have been regularly given, and more than 120 ha,e 
continuously attended these classes. 

These illustrations surely afford evidence enough of an 
anxiety and readiness to throw the cathedrals open as widely 
as possible, and to make them, as we venture to assert they 
are, the centres of godly zeal and spiritual activity, their in­
fluence radiating through every corner of the diocese. 

II. Passing to the subject of Parochial Missions, we note one 
of the most remarkabie and encouraging witnesses to the 
spirit of enterprise which would leave no stone unturned in 
reclaiming the ungodly, and leading back into the fold of the 
Church, those who have wandered mto sin. 

It is not within the scope of this paper to trace the history 
of this movement. It is enough to show that "Mission Work., 
is not only a recognised part of the Church machinery, but that 
it has proved of untold worth in its effect upon the spiritual life 
of the people. 

The whole subject of how best and most quickly to stem 
the overwhelming tides of ungodliness around us, has for some 
time occupied the careful attention of the Councils of the 
Church. It is clear from their conclusions that they fully 
1·ecognise the urgent necessity of active steps to utilize every 
possible agency, whether clerical or ln.y, for widening the borders 
of Christ's Kingdom throughout the world. One cannot doubt 
but that in a few years each diocese will have formed some 
systematic plan for reaching the masses of non-churchgoin~ 
people by means of simpler services than we are accustomed 
to, and of a distinctly missionary and cvn.ngelistic character. 
Already such organizations exist in the Dioceses of Lichtield. 
Peterborough, Lincoln, Salisbury, n.nd Truro. These societies 
hn.ve gathered together a staff of clergy titted by experience 
and popular gifts for conducting Parochi:u Missions ; they 
have also supplemented their work by armnging for special 
:-;erv.ices in vo.rious parishes during the Advent and Lenten 
:-;onsons. In the Dioceses of London, Exeter, Norwich. :md 
.Manchester, steps ho.ve also been t:ikcn tLl follow a s.illlibr 
eourse. 

It is no.turn.I hero to mont.ion tho Church Pl\rochial Mission 
Society, which has for some ye:1.1-s doYoted itself with so much 

11 2 
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wisdom and labour to this branch of Church work. This 
society has been instrumental in or~anizing over 700 Parochin.l 
Missions in different parishes and districts . 
. Patiently and prayerfully prepared for, it is perhaps impos­

sible to exaggerate the importance of a Mission in its bearing 
upon the spiritual and moral life of a particular parish or 
neighbourhood. 

It affords a striking evidence of the power and attractive­
ness of the Gospel, when the hearts of thousands in some of 
our large towns are stirred by Mission ao-encies to long for the 
pea?e and joy of true life in Christ Jes~s. We may imagine, 
for mstance, how the case stood in Leeds, when some eighty 
churches, for a week or more, threw wide open their doors to 
welcome men and women wearied with all the sad disappoint-
1:1ents and bitter ~eart-aching sorrows of their God-forgetful 
hfe; and we may picture many of these as bent in sorrow for 
the past before the Cross of Christ, and quickened there by the 
word of His forgiving love and the regenerating breath of the 
Holy Spirit. Those who have taken their part in unfolding 
the story of the Cross, can tell of the lifelong joy which the 
Parochial Mission has brought to many who thought their 
souls uncared for ; how many, will be known only at " that 
day." What was done with such power and hopefulness in 
Leeds, has been repeated, as is well known, in other great 
centres of population, as, for instance, in Preston, Wolver­
hampton, N'orthampton, Huddersfield, and Norwich. 

One of the most useful and hopeful outcomes of this move­
ment has been the Special Services held for Working Men. It 
is very commonly said that the Church has entirely lost her 
hold .upon the artisan classes; but is this altogether true? 
The vast crowd assembled for Mission Services at Norwich and 
Lichfield, would surely incline us to hope that there is no real 
breach between the English working man and his Church. 
There are many signs, indeed, that by patient and self-sacrificing 
work, and painstaking labour to understand them, the clergy 
may win the respect and affection of our artisans, and even 
enlist them in the highest sphere of service in the Church. 

An illustration is furnished in the working men's meeting 
at C'hurch Congresses. In no single instance has this groat 
effort failed; but in every town where the Congress has been 
held, and the workin~ men have been invited, the invitation 
has been accepted with an enthusiasm evidenced by numbers 
and kindly feeling, showing plainly no real want of goodwill 
between the Church and the workmg classes. 

III. In connection with the special function and working of 
Parochial :Missions, it may be well to make some mention of 
the efforts made to follow up and deepen the spiritual impres-
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sions left upon the minds of those who have come under these 
exceptionaf influences, and who, in response to the awakeninus 
of God's Holy Spirit, have actively umted themselves with the 
work of the Church. It is impossible, of course, to give any­
thing like an exhaustive statement of the guilds and unions 
which now exist for the advancement of devotional life among 
communicants and Church-workers ; we can only, therefore, 
quote one or two instances as illustrations of similar efforts. 
Last year a special service was held in Canterbury Cathedral, 
to which the clergy and Church-workers of the city and 
neighbourhood had been previously invited. The Bishop of 
Sydney gave the address at the service ; a meeting followed in 
the assembly-rooms, and subjects of natural interest to Church­
men were brought under discussion. This movement was 
originated by the late Archbishop Tait, who was anxious to 
foster a desire for Christian work among the younger commu­
nicants of the Church after their confirmation, a.nd to give 
some formal sanction to the offering of their service. In the 
Diocese of Lichfield for two years past the members of the 
Diocesan Guild Union have assembled in the cathedral for a. 
service of prayer and praise united with instruction. The 
Bishop has encouraged this movement by his presence, and 
some fifty clergy or more have joined in the service with a. 
thousand communicants. The intention of this Guild Union is 
to bind communicants together for holiness, work, and pr-a.yer. 
An organization exactly similar in character exists in the 
Diocese of Truro ; it is known by the na.me of " The Church 
Society for the Advancement of Holy Living." More tha.n forty 
parishes in the diocese have joined the society, which has now 
a roll of members exceeding 1,500. 

In the grand old parish church of Newcastle, now the cathe­
dral of the diocese, two thousa.nd Church-workers assembled 
last year at an evening service specially designed for them: 
the choir on the occasion consisted of 500 trained voices. A 
very large number of working men, it was obserYed, were 
present, showing not only their prnctical symp:tthy with the 
o~jccts of such a gn.thering, but their willingness to ma.kl1 
sacrifices of timo and en.so for tho n.ctive service of the Church. 

Undue importcmce can hn,rdly be n.ttached to such move­
ments • as these. They have already done much to en­
courage workers who have too often had but little help given 
them in the way of rcn.lizing a common bond of union :rnwng 
all who pray to mn.ko their livos a service to Clu-i~t in 
ministry to othors. 

In sovoral ln.rgo towns tho district visitors, Sund:ty-sehol1l 
ton.chars, and others, have boon invited to wh:tt we ma.:, c:tll :\ 
rotroat, or quiet day: o. sorvico has boon held in the church; 



and. im~trn<'ti,,ns up,.'n the spiritul\l lifo hM-o been given, with 
intern,h for mt>1.lit~t.i'-,n and prayer. 

In the l)i'°''-~'tl ,,f St, Albl\lls., during tho lMt Lenten soMon, 
spec:-il\l dt'Yf•ti,,nal st>nicos for clorgy l\nd Sunday-school 
tea<'ht>rs """'re hC1ld. in four appointed centros.1 

It is n('t~l1c1ss to point out tbo _peculiar valuo of such oppor­
tunitiCIS as we have n'-,w described, for giving spiritual direot!on 
and t'nc\'•u~ment to the labours of those who a.re otfermg 
their g-ifts to God in the service of His Church. The obvious 
tendency of an a.wa.kened earnestness is to lea.d many who n.re 
under the impulse of religious feelings to devote themselves to 
~'b.ristia.n enterprises of one kind or another; but the danger 
1s that the enthusiasm may be chilled, and the work laid down. 
It is needful, therefore, that opportunities should present them­
seh-es for fixing upon the mind the highest conception of what 
Christian service really is, and for the setting forth the ever­
opening sources of that Divine grace, which enables the soul to 
continue unmoved in its desire to labour for God and man. 

IV. We have touched upon Parochial Missions designed 
chieflv to arouse those who are careless and indifferent. It 
may ·be well to allude to some of the most prominent and 
a'\'"owed hindrances to the spread of the Gospel of Christ which 
the Church has to face, and toil. if possible, to remove. The 
existence of a wide-spread infidelity among the masses is one 
of the most painful obstacles the Church has to overcome. 
On the right and left hand of us, attempts are being openly 
a.nd persistently made by infidels and secularists to undermine 
the Christian faith : the Church has not been wanting in her 
effone v., resist this hmtful tendency. The Society for Pro­
JIK;.iD'?' Christian Knowledge has for some considerable time 
ree:r,gr.ised the urgent necessity of facing the prevalent scep­
ticll,m ,.,f the present day. "G nder the direction of the Evidence 
(_;.,-JIDmitthe, a number of most valuable manuals have been 
puLlishoo, oompiled by those who have taken an active part 
in the strife of C'hmtianity with infidelity. By the publication 
and distribution of the,-se manuals, which seem to covor tho 
whole ground, immense good has been already accomplished. 
In oth~r ways the C'bmtian Evidence Society is seeking to <lo 
a similar work. ltJi m,:thod of procedure is that its appointed 
agents sh,.,uld as frr;r111ently a.11 poHsible viHit our largo towns 
for too purpose of holding conferences, open-air lectures in 

1 ~ JtE:rvir,(; ,;rm11i11wii r,f a 11hr,rten1:d form of pr11ycr followed by threo 
addr-•: afwrt:ad, atJtJr""" a 11lwrt interval w11.11 rc11orvod for mo,fit1Ltion 
aDli .,..-';rt:'t wayt:r, a ~uf,j.,<:t for int.erct:1111ion Loinl( 11111(go11to,I, '!'he 
J'dJ>'ID* t,,, an i11vit.ati,,n t1J att.i,r,,J tlw..e 110rvice1 wu11 m011t oncournging, 
l,oth QU tw.:: y.&rt ,,f the cicrgy arid Kurid.ay-11Clwol too.chor1. 
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p~rke n:nd crowded thor_oughfares, with opporta~ities gi~en for 
il1ecuss1on ; tho formation of dMSeS for the l.D.9tract1on of 
young peo_ple in Christian evidences. There fa scarcely a dio­
cese m which this kind of work has not been carried ,m with 
more or less success, but it is chiefly perhaps in L,Jllffon anii 
our large northern towns that these efforts have boon rruvie. 
Open-o.1r lectures have been given under St. PanCl'M Railway 
n.rchee, in Clerkenwell, Whitechapel, Victoria Park, and <Jther 
centres in the metropolis. At Halifax, Leeds, lfanche<Jter. 
Bury, Burnley, and other towns in the north, active steps have 
been taken to cope with the terrible evils of existing forms 
of unbelief; large bodies of working men have been drawn 
togeth~r in friendly conference, and great good has unques­
tionably followed. 

Another great adversary to the cause of (,'hrist throughout 
the land presents itself in the prevalence of intemperance and 
impurity. 

The crusade of the Church against drunkenness, and the 
habits and temptations which encooraie it, has been of a very 
decided character, and has met with considerable success. 
Whilst some will be inclined to draw comparisons between the 
agencies which the Church has employed for checking the 
intemperate habits of the nation. and the means which othen 
have adopted in the like cause, it is impossible to gainsay the 
fact that the most solid reformation is being wron..ah.t oo;: by 
the quiet systematic labours of our Parochial Temper:mce 
Societies rather than by impulsive efforts of a less personal and 
permament character. 

Any great change in the habits of the people cm only be 
looked for as the result of prayerful and persistent toil pursued, 
especially among the young, with a view to remo'\""e the causes 
which have tended to foster inteml;'°rance. The witness of 
the Church of En~and Temper:\D.ce :society has been pu,r-erful 
and emphatic, and has left its m:Lrk for good upon the Chnreh 
n.nd our national life in the formt\tion of so mun- pll'-"hi:J 
organizations for coping with this gret\t sin whi.ch b.l\S Sa..l 11.mg 
been Engln.nd's sht\me. 

It may perhaps be safely said, of the two evils, impurity is 
oven gronter than intemperance, thou,gh it ct\llllot make its 
oxistenoe so oponly folt.. The revelt\tions of the Rt:leort m::t.1..le 
to Convocntion upon this subjoot S(ltUe fow ye~ sm1..~ nN 

l\wful in the ox.tremo : l\ll.d it nmst bet\ mt\tt& o..l.f t~kfu~ 
thn.t t,he consoionoo of tho l'hureh ht\S ~u fU\.'ll$\.~l. ~ tht\t.. 
she is now ox.01·tiug h1>-rsclf to..l i\b..'\hl tht} \.lY\':t\\"h~lm~ m~­
n,nd disimoo of tl1i~ ~ro~\t ut\t.i1.llt~J. NP':',"1..'\1.'h: :\lto..l ~l n~ust 
on.rnostly wish th1\t tho Clrnroh t\l' Kl\l,tland l\1rity ~l\.•.t~_t:-· 
mn.y bo wisoly guidod iu tho mothods whioh it may t\lfopt K•r 
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~foaling with a subject calling for so much courago and 
JUd.gmC'nt. 

\thilst gfrini.r pr1.'n~ino1~t mention to . this nowly cro~t,od 
:lg't'nt'Y. whtt'~l the spct'H\l cu-cumstimcos of so g-reat and w1do­
sp~:\lt :1n cnl ha,o u~~ntly c:\lled into oxistonco, it would bo 
a gn-~,t t)missi~)n Wl~ro Wt' tt) fail to point out who.t gront efforts 
the Clnm'h t)t .Engl:md has made to rescue the thousands who 
:U'C exposed to the s1rn.res of seductive vice. Thero is scarcely 
a Diocese which has not organized its Industrial School its 
Refugt'. :md l:)enitentiary; and though it is always difficult to 
t-:lbul:\tt.' the actual results for good achieved by these institu­
twns. those who are acquainted with their history and working 
~ell know how powerful!y ~hey haye mad~ their influence f~lt 
m the renewal and pur1fymg of hves which would otherwise 
ha,e been los! in the yawning gulfs of sin.I 

A work which would seem to be of especial value is found 
in the association& which now exist throughou~ the country 
for attempting to cut off this great evil in the bud. These 
pre,enti,e Societies seek to accomplish their work by establish­
ing free registry offices, clothing clubs, careful visitation, the 
foundation of clubs for factory-~irls, addresses to working 
mothers upon the early training ot their children, the rescuing 
of those placed in circumstances of exceptional temptation, 
and by other kindred means. There are now seventy-two such 
Societies existing, and they are continually increasing in 
number. 

A kindred effort has been made by the Church of England 
Central Home for Waifs and Strays. Under the direction of 
this Society, Homes for boys and girls have been established at 
Clapton and Dulwich, and others are in course of formation. 
There is perhaps no work that calls more urgently for the self­
sacrificing labours of the Church than that which is suggested 
by these various agencies for training the rising generation in 
the love and habits of purity; nor has any work a greater 
promise of reward than that of helping thousands of our fellow­
creatures to come out from the darkness of their sin into the 
light of a renewed and purer life. 

V. This may seem a fitting opportunity for touching upon 
the position and value of women's work in the Church. It is 
generally admitted that the sphere is very wide indeed for the 
employment ?f. women's g~fts in this service: \Yhateve~ dif­
ference of opm10n may exist as to the const1tut10n of Sister­
hoods, and of the principles upon which their work has been 
carried out, no one will refuse to admit that they have been, 

1 The actual extent of the work accomplished may be gathered from 
the statistical returns furnished in the" Official Year Book," pp. 128-13[!. 



to the Want.11 of Modrwn T't1m,P,11. 

nn<l still continuo to be, channelH of eHpc<;ial and ab<mndin~ 
rnorcy. 'l'ho <loac,mcHHCH' work and inHtitutionH for T!IJr#~,; in­
<licato another form in which the mini11try of w,Jm,;n ha,; 
dovolope<l itHolf. In the JJiocc1wH of Canterbury, lhnd,,n, 
Winchester, :Ely, Salisbury, and C11e11ter, efirJrtR haw~ for w,rn,~ 
time boon ma<lo to find Hystematic ernpl<Jyrnent for w,,rn,;n, 
duly trained and solemnly set apart for the most part by 
Episcopal authority, as authorize<! C'hurch JJeac<1nesses, thus 
practically reviving the primitive order. Their w<1rk is tr1 

visit and nurse the sick and poor, to conduct )fothers' )Ie,~t­
ings, and to assist in other ways in parish work as the in­
cumbent may direct. Anyone having practical acquaintance 
with the domestic sorrows and difficulties of the poorer classes 
will understand how to value the inestimable boon of efficient 
nursing; it is, perhaps, one of the most useful services which 
can be rendered in times of need, and it is, certainly to the 
comprehension of the poor, one of the most practical expres­
sions of the life and spirit of C'hristianity. The·di.fficulties in 
many cases of nursing the poor in their own homes, and oi 
placing them in conditions conducive to a complete recovery, 
have doubtless in a very great degree led to the formation of 
cottage hospitals and convalescent homes ; a reference to the 
tabular records of these charities presented in the "Official 
Year-Book" will show how actively the Church of England has 
taken her part in the development of this specially valuable 
work. Those who have visited these homes, and have heard 
from the _patients their testimony to the benefits which they 
have received, will be able to appreciate the great advantage 
and the real necessity of considerably multiplying their number. 

So far it has been our endeavour to survey the agencies 
which the Church has constituted, and is still employing, for 
carrying on what we may describe as the home mission work. 
Though the distinct mission of the Church is to preach the 
Gospel to the poor, has she not yet to show that beautiful 
side of the Redeemer's life which was spent in ceaseless works 
of mercy to the sick and suffering ? Is it not possibly true 
that the work of the Church has presented itself to the minds 
of great masses of the people as a counterpart of that painful 
misrepresentation of the Christian life which St. ·James de­
scribes in such striking words : " If a brother or a sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto 
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled, nothwith­
standing ye give them not those things which are needful to 
the body, what doth it profit?" Surely the attractive and con­
vincing power of the Gospel will be as forcibly unfolded by 
deeds as words • and it is a matter for o-reat thankfulness that ' ::, . 
so many hands and hearts are now pressed into the serYICt', 
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~nd. al\~ s,, ,•ht"(>t-fulh- T\'Sl"mdin~ to t.ho c1ill to cl\rry "food to 
the bun~,- snd. d,,tbin~ t,, th~ lll\kod.." 

n. \\\~- r,•\ss t., the "sul~ioct of education. In spito of all 
th(' ditn,·ult-1t>S ,..-hich h11i.-e surrounded this groat question, and 
in whid1 it is still inn,h-ed, the Church has striven boldly to 
lwld h,:,r ,rn,_1 and to preserre our national lifo from the hurt­
ful sn~ ~rrupting-. influence of a mere secular and godle~s 
educ.au?~ 1'.he chsad.antages under which we labour m 
compet1t10n with School Boards are very great indeed, and are 
ce!l.ain to increJISe rather than to diminish ; bearing this in 
mmd. !he res~1lts of the C_hurch's labour in the great cause of 
€'ducauon dunng the previous year were most encouraging. 

The accommodation in Church schools rose from 2,385,374 
~n lSS:! to 2,413,676 in 1883, whilst the average attendance 
mcreased from 1,538,408 to 1,562,507. The Church educated 
last year half as many a..:,crain as the Board schools ; and con­
tributed ,oluntarily during the year nearly £580,000 towards 
the support of Church schools, besides the large sum required 
for new buildings and improvements. During the year 1882, 
the Church spent the sum of £928,608 upon elementary 
education. 

Looking at these figures, and at the devotion to the cause 
which they represent, we cannot be without hope for the 
future, whilst at the same time the aggressive character of the 
Board-School system lays a most solemn claim upon the con­
science of the Church to leave no stone unturned in en­
deavouring to secure for the children an education founded 
upon the laws of God, which we must ever regard as the only 
safeguard for our national liberty, prosperity, and honour. 

In duly estimating the contributions of the Church to the 
::..rreat cause of national education, we should not overlook the 
fiberality with w~ch the training colleges have been founded 
and maintained out of her revenues through many years past, 
nor should we forget how largely they have assisted elementary 
ooucation throughout the land by the staff of experienced and 
well-trainoo teachers they have supplied from time to time. 
It will be knrJwn to many, that of such inBtitutions there are 
thi.rtH::o existing- for ma.le and Hixtcen for female teachers ; theso 
,:,Jlleg~, tlrough receiving assistance from Government grant!!, 
yet 01.1otinue t/J be maintained very largely out of Church 
funds. The ar;tion of the Htaw, in withdrawing itH ofJicin.l in­
~IH;ti,Jn in r,;Ji~,j'!'~H HU~.d_ects, has thrown u_pon the Chur~l,1 11 

further r<;,;pr101;1~~1lity wbwh_ haH been readily accep!;od. lho 
Churr;h s1.;hWJIB m every JJ10coHe ar,., now voluntrmly placocl 
under the supervision of experienced im1pectorH, who, acting 
with th1;; auth,Jrity of the HiHhop, Hy11tnnatic111ly ovorlook tho 
ri::ligious iw;tru<;tion. ThiH prov1Hion haf:I been univorHo.lly ac-
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ceptod, and in several instanceH t,he maruv6en of F,.:,a.rd ~h,-,..,1½ 
havo applied for tho services of the JJir.>eesan Jn11per;trJl'.1 

'l'ho Uiocoean Boarcl9 contribute the sum of at least .£1f;,0<)(J 
annually towards the maintenance of the Inspect,,n, and in 
many cases receive large supplementary contributions frr,m too 
National Society. The work of this Society is far too widely 
known and valued to need any commendation. Its wise and 
energetic administration has laid the Church under a. deep 
and lasting obligation. 

The adoption of the principle involved in the mere secnlar 
training of the youn~ has naturally thrown an increased 
burden and responsibility upon the Sunday-school system, and 
it is clear that we shall have very largely to rely upon this 
agency in the future for the maintenance of religious educa­
tion of the children. Great as the debt is which we owe to 
the work of Sunday-schools, it is generally allowed that they 
are very far from reaching the standard of efficiency which is 
needful to enable them to exercise the influence that they 
should and must do throughout the Church. To render them 
equal to our present necessities, much more to the demands 
which will surely be made upon them in the future, it is 
obvious that every effort must be made to ensure a lanreh­
increased staff of Sunday-school teachers, and above ~ t;> 
raise the intellectual standard of their teaching. 
. The Church of England Sunday-School Institute has ren­
dered invaluable service in both directions; the work of this 
Society in continually organizing meetings of a de.otional 
character, and conferences for the mutual interchange of 
thought, has unquestionably done much not only to give en­
couragement to those already occupied in teaching, but to 
awaken a desire in the hearts of manv more to de.ote them­
solves to this work. V ory material asiistance has been given 
in mising the intolloctual standa,rd of Sunday-school teaching 
gonomlly, by the model lessons and examinations held under 
tho direction of the Institute Committee. These ex:,minations 
are hold nnnun.lly under the s:u1ction of the Arcbbishf1p.s. :llld 
thoy hn.vo rocoived moro or loss encoun~~ment from n~~ly 
ovory Diocoso. From intim1\to 1,cquainb.\U~ with the results 
nchiovod, wo n.ro n.ssurod they h:wo excrtL'<i a wry di~t s.nd 
pormrmont influonco. 

Oron.t n.s is tho holp which h:\S boon l'\'Ulh.,rod by tht' ~tmlhy­
Hohool Inst,it.uto, it is yot o,·itfont. th:\t. tho :::-tmd.:\y-..~•ht'-.)l $y$tt'IU 

mnst, rocoivo its strong-th prim1uily f1,.ltn ditX't'&U\ t)~,$U\t4!atitui. 

1 'rho prnotionl working of this llo~artnumt c>f our v,.lut,atit>tt:d 
rnn11hi1101·.v is t'llprosontod in tl\huhu• (Ul'U\ 111 th1.> "Official Y t>ar lk>,>k •• t>t 

HHH, p. lli!I. 
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The Church in each diocese must, in other words, see that the 
Sunday-school is effectively fulfilling its proper functions. This 
necessity has been recognised in the Dioceses of Ely, Chichester, 
Carlisle, Lincoln, :::it. Albans, Peterborough, and Truro. In each 
case a committee has been appointed at the instance of the 
Diocesan Conference, and is more or less giving encouragement 
to the Sunday-school work.1 

In the case of other Dioceses, Sunday-school teachers have 
been in,ited to attend examinations arranged by the Diocesan 
Boards _of Education. Thus _it is ~vident that this subject is 
occupymg the watchful cons1derat10n of the Church, and that 
practical methods are being employed to enable the Sunday­
schools of the country to fulfil with power and intelligence 
their own peculiar functions. 

The necessity of a much wider development of the provisions 
made by the Church for the education of the middle classes, 
is now prominently under consideration. The subject has 
been discussed in many Diocesan Conferences during the past 
few yearn, and in every case there has been a unanimous 
approval of the claims upon the Church, to extend the existing 
institutions for advancing education upon distinctive Church 
principles among the children of the middle classes. It is 
well known that several efforts have been made in this direc­
tion "With more or less success. The schools which owe -their 
origin primarily to the efforts of Canon Woodard have already 
done extensive service. An organization under the direction of 
Canon Holland is labouring to provide an education for girl~, 
based upun the teaching of the Church of England. It 1s 
proposed, with a like object in view, to erect one or more 
schools in memory of the honoured and useful life of the late 
Dean Close; and the Dean of Canterbury has lately founded 
the South-Eastern College at Ramsgate. In the hope of giving 
a. very large increase and responding still more effectually to 
the want so widely felt, the Church Schools Company has 
r~ently been formed, and in the two years of its existence has 
given proof not only of the growing necessity for its work, but 
of its practical power to fulfil it. Already through the efforts 
of the Council, i;everal schools have been opened, and havo 
rec0iv(:,d very encour8f_;ing support. 

Jn drawing thiJ; paper to its cloRe,2 it iR natural to admit 

1 Jn :Ely 1111,;h an organization haH certainly ~hewn 'itH vitrilit,y, rinrl 
ha11 rE:ndE:rE:d v,;ry val11able 11ervice in giving greater prnmi11onco to tho 
irnportanCI:: ,,f thiH branch of Church-work Under the direction of thiH 
Committ.E:e a TriE:nnial FE:Htival for the Clergy and 'feachorH of tho Diocc"o 
j11 held in thr, cathedral, anrl the very largo numhor ritt1rn<ling lmve uu­
d,,ubt,,dly giv1:11 an impul~r, that haK made itnJ)f very wirlnly foH. 

c 'fh,;firi;t I>'Jl'ti,,n of the pap<,r appeared in tlio ,Juno CJJTJJU:HMAN. 
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that, traversing over so wide a range, the sketch which has 
been given must be regarded as more or less imperfect. Many 
indications of the growth of the Church could not within the 
allowed limits be touched upon, as, for instance, the develop­
ment of the Home and Foreign Episcopate-the wider oppor­
tunity afforded for mutual counsel between clergy and laity 
upon matters affecting the position of the National Church 
and her increased usefulness. There is now but one Diocese 
which has not its Diocesan Conference; and the Central 
Council has already shown its power to awaken enthusiasm 
and to remove some existing difficulties in the way of Church 
rrogress by_ its thoughtful discussions ~nd prac~ical sugges­
t10ns. Agam ; the Church Cornrress, whwh has lived twenty­
four years, by the large and influential character of its meet­
ings, is a living witness not only to the renewed and awakened 
life of the Church, but to a greater willingness to sink "party" 
differences in an earnest desire to encompass the common 
good. • The recent proposal of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to form a House of Laymen, in connection with Convocation, 
is another indication of the readiness to invite the laity to 
take part in the councils and administrations of the Church. 

The records of the Church's progress in the Foreign Mission 
field have not come within the scope of this paper, but by 
reference to the" Official Year-Book," pp. 197-273, those who 
desire such information may be able to form a very accurate 
idea of the work of the Church abroad from the short reports 
furnished by the Colonial Bishops and the official summaries 
of the Foreign Missionary Societies. 

In endeavouring to form an estimate of Church life and 
progress, it should be remembered that by no human standard 
1s it possible to gauge the secret and deeper work which God 
is ever carrying on in the souls of men through the appointed 
ministry : this will best be seen and known in the light of the 
future. Meanwhile we may rejoice to see all around us in the 
multiplied energy of the Church and practical methods for 
bringing the great masses of our people under the blessing t)f 
God's saving mercy and love, so much to strengthen the Ct)ll­

viction that tho life-giving Spirit is in the midst of us, and 
that God in a vory powerful mid visible wny is making the 
Church of England tho instrument of communicating His 
life and light to tho world. 

---s+s-
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ART. II.-CURIOSITIES OF CLERICAL EXPERIENCE. 

IV. 

THE man who has seen better days, and who, from whatever 
cause, has come down in the world, frequently becomes 

morbid, if not soured in his disposition. He retains the delicate 
suscepti_bilities of a Q'8ntleman, and, notwithstanding his re­
duced circumstances, 1e unconsciously exhibits in his conduct 
and com·ersation those little niceties which are so agreeable to 
every well-bred man. Once a. O'entleman, always a gentleman. 
\\l.1ateversuchaman maybe in the substance of his character,he 
,ery seldom loses that habit of mind which makes all the differ­
ence between vulgarity and refinement. When Marie Antoinette 
swept the floor of the dungeon where the low-bred radicalism 
of an upstart race of politicians had confined her, she betrayed 
the queen even when employed in such unaccustomed drudgery. 
~o amount of wealth will ever make a gentleman except in 
name. No rank, however exalted, to which any person may be 
raised through the force of circumstances· can ever im:eart that 
easy, well-bred air of courtesy which consists in a kmd con­
sideration for the feelings of others. A man may be poor, and 
Tet have self-respect. He may be rich, and yet be deficient in it. 
• The Irish peasant of the olden time, before the rise of that 
revolutionary movement which has of late years swept over 
the country, po~essed intuitively those qualities which enter 
so largely into the element of politeness. There are still to be 
found, in that island, old men who, in spite of all the disad­
vantages under which they labour from the perverted in­
aenuity of unprincipled demagogues, retain tho habits of 
thought which inspired their early life. They are the gentle­
men of Nature-a fact to which every stranger who has ever 
visited those shores has almost universally borne witness. The 
French peasant is also, in his way, polite; but it is a formal 
pr~s. He will take off his hat to a lady if he should happen 
v, p&..SS her on a common fl_tair, or i~ a na_rrow pathway._ The 
Irish peasant, however, will put himself to personal mcon­
venience to oblige you ; he will go out of his way to do you a 
sen-ice. 

The true gentleman will not be influenced by the social 
position of the person to whom he extends an act of courtesy. 
He will st/Jp fr1 the street to help the poor a:pplo-wom11n 
to pick up her scattered fruit, simpf y because she JS a woman, 
and not because she is a beauty, or a wit, or pollHCHsed 
<Jf a fortune. In a word, the man endowed with the gentle­
manly ternp,~~ament wilJ, at_all time11 and i~ cv~ryJ~la~c, H_how 
atv.mtivn tl'J nch and poor alike, regardless of 1,ocial i1,tmct10nf:!. 
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Such men are, generally, of a sensitive and retiring disJ>OSition. 
They are always reudy, in little things as well as m great 
things, to be attentive to the wants of others, just because it 
is their nature to do so. There are men, and women too, in 
high life whose vulgarity is manifest; and there are person.'! in 
humble life whose ho.bit of politenP,ss and obliging good-nature 
is equally manifest,and is exercised unconsciously JUSt because it 
is a habit. Their very looks betray them. On their tongues i.'i 
"the law of kindness." There is nothing artificial, nothing 
hollow-hearted in their manner. In all ranks of life such men 
and women are to be found. High and low, rich and poor, 
furnish examples of them. The following narrative presents a 
notable instance of one who, having been born in easy circum­
stances, and brought up amid all the surroundings of wealth, 
was, in middle life, reduced to very straitened circum­
stances, unhappily by his own misconduct. 

One day, when visiting at a small house in a side-street in 
a London parish, the landlady informed me that there was a 
lodger upstairs who had recently taken a room" on the top 
floor back." She was sure" he was a gentleman, although he 
seemed to be very hard up." There was an air of quiet self­
possession about him which convinced her that " he was not a. 
butler out of place." Having ascertained the hour when he 
was likely to be at home, I called on him a few days after­
wards. Having sent up my card, I waited in the hall to see if 
he cared to see me. ln a few minutes he came down, and 
hav~ng_satisfied himself that I was one of t~e P~;hial clergy. 
he mv1ted me up to what he called "his den. When we 
were quite alone he thanked me for having visited him, pre­
suming that he was indebted for the pleasure of seeing me to 
his landlady for making his name known to me. 

What particularly stntck mo was his quiet self-possession, 
~nd the absence of anything liko a.n apology for his asking me 
mto the only room he possessed-partly a sitting-room. ~u1d 
partly a bedroom. His manner was easy and pleas:.mt. We 
conversed on the general topics of the day, and after about 
fifteen minutes I took leave of him, expressing a hope that he 
would do me the favour of calling on me at his convenienee. 
Next do.y I received the following note: 

DEAR Sm, 
Pmy nll°'v me to tho.nk you for _1,·our <lbliging rourhi;:_1,· in risitin,: 

me yeetol'dny. You wot-o good enough to ask me to call up,m y,,u, :rnd 
it would give rno much pleo.suro to do ~o. llut I hope y,,u will p.,r:J,'n 
rno for my frnnknoss if I nsk you to he kind c1wugh to excuso we. l'h,• 
f!\ct is, I onmo hero hoping t.hat I might ho onahlt'd h> li"re in p•~~ft>et re­
t1rornont. Owing to tho gnod-1mt11rud weakness ,,f my l:u1dl:\dy m mt'n­
iioning my nmno, you did mo tho honour of calling, for whi,·h I :un t''.\· 

coodingly obliged. llut my ci1-cun1stanco11 having undel)."'-'DC a wr~· grc~n 
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change, ~t suits me, in my present condition, to lead the life of a recluse-
11nl.11owmg and unknown. At the same time I shall be always very glad 
to see you, if you will be so good as to call' whenever you may find n 
~pare moment to look in upon me. ' 

I am, dear sir, 
Yours very faithfully, 

JOHN D--. 

A week elapsed before I again saw Mr. D--, and, in order 
to make sure of finding him at home, I wrote a short note to 
know if it would be quite convenient for him to see me if I 
we_re t? call at a time ~}?pointed. . Being assured of the fact, I 
paid him my second visit. On this occasion we became better 
acquainted with each other, and we succeeded to some extent 
in overcoming that natural estrangement which, from our cold 
and formal usages of society, has become a fixed habit in the 
ordinary intercourse between strangers. Finding that my new 
acquaintance possessed two pre-eminent traits of a well-bred 
man-never speaking of himself, and never asking questions­
I confined my remarks, as before, to things in general. 
\Yhether fortunately or unfortunately, I never had the gift of 
introducing religion mechanically when placed in such cir­
cumstances, so far as to make a personal appeal to a man of 
such an exquisitely sensitive nature as that of Mr. D--. The 
religious influence which one man exercises upon another may 
be considered from two points of view. It may be considered 
as it is the effect of an endeavou?·, or as it is the result of observa­
tion; in other words, as it flows from what the one man says, or 
as it arises from what the other man sees. To make a direct 
and personal appeal to a man of gentlemanly susceptibilities in 
order to ascertain what may be his spiritual condition may 
ha,e the eflect of completely putting an end to all further in­
terriews. A shy and reserved man might resent such a 
liberty. Besides, we are all to some extent transparent, easily 
fieen through, and those whom we visit judge of us more by 
the unconscious influence of our whole man and m11,nner than 
by any conventional talking about religion. The electricity 
(Jf the human face and voice has a wonderful effect in the de­
lineation of character. If " the fruits of the Spirit" be shed 
abrnad in a man's heart, we may be fmre they will mingle with 
his thoughts and feelings, and produce a far deeper and a more 
perrnanent impression upon the minds of those who hoar him, 
than if he were to open fire upon them with some abrupt and 
pen;<Jnal gu,~tioru1, which, however well intended, m11,y fall 
ver:y far short of _the desired m3:rk. ( :_onHidernti?n for ~ho 
foelings of others U1 one of tho first cv1dcnceF1 of tho fa1t,h 
which inspireR a man'H daily life. Whcro that iR tho moving 
power in a clergyman's dealings with his parishioners, thore 
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will be no lack of opportunity for a direct attempt to stir up 
their minds " by way of remembrance." 

With regard to my interviews with Mr. D--, I am per­
fectly satisfied that, had I begun by askin~ him, "Are you 
saved, sir?" - a question which well-mcanmg and piously­
disposed persons sometimes put to comparative strangers-he 
would have politely declined to give any definite reply to such 
a query. I did not obtrude upon his individualism in such a 
personal way, and the consequence was that he gradually 
became more and more confiding, and in the end he gave me 
the history of the vicissitudes of his life, which was both 
interesting and instructive. 

His income was exactly £80 a year-a miserable pittance 
for one who once had been in the possession of ample means. 
And yet, on that modest allowance, he lived like a gentleman, 
for he paid his way as he went along, and never got into debt. 
One day, when we were chatting together upon the difference 
between the popularity which money, or the want of it, gains 
for a man from the world, he suddenly stopped short, and 
said, with an evident allusion to his own experience : "When 
you pay away your last shilling, and don't know where you are 
goin& to get another till you work for it, you cannot help being 
a little bit anxious as regards the morrow." 

"Surely you never have had to work for your living?" 
"Indeed ! is that your idea of my career in the past ? I can 

tell you that many a long weary day, and often through many 
a sleepless night, I have worhd with my fen to try to eke out 
a precarious subsistence in the undignified occupation of a 
penny-a-liner." 

"For the newspapers, do you mean ?" 
"No; as a copymg clerk. I used to 'de_vil' for a fellow 

who paid me a penny for every seventy-two words, for which 
he was paid three-ha'pence, nnd right gla.d I was to have the 
job to do." 

"How, may I ask, if you will not think me rude in asking, 
do you now manage ?" 

"Ah! thereby hangs a tale; but i_t would b\ke me too long 
to tell you all. If you care to hcnr 1t. I shall be gfad to let 
you know some other time, only I fear to incur the risk of 
becoming a bore. Has it over occurred to you to ask what 
rules the world ? Kings ? Emperors ? the powers th:\t lx, ? An.> 
~~1oso tho sourcos of lnnnan onorgy? Nothing of tht> _Sllrt. 
_\ho powor. that rulos tho world is whnt. tho nuthor l,t t~10 
11 ranch pln.y, known ns 'Los 1'1mvros do .l'l\ns,' lrns oxpt't'SSl'_d 1_t. 
' C'cst le BiJ1ck,' in plain English-the bcofstoak. Th:\t, sir. 1s 

tho rulor of mankind. lndividtrnl effort to ' koop body ru~d 
soul togothor' is tho propelling powor that keeps t1lo world m 

VOL. XI.-NO. LXlll. ~ 
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motion. \Yhy, there aro men in London alone whoso offorts 
are so nbsorbed in the mere struggle for existence, that they 
haYe neither time nor thought for anything else. What is it 
to me who sways the destiny of the nation, if the dire necessity 
of earning my bread keeps me in a perpetual state of pre­
o_eeupation ? The. boatman who rowed the King across the 
rn-er on the ~ornmg of the battle, ventured to express bis 
earnest hopes for the success of his Majesty in the fight. The 
King's an~wer was !lot only. a practical_ sugg~stion, but it 
con,eyed, m playful Irony, a piece of genume philosophy. He 
said, 'Thank you-thank you, my man, but, success or no 
success, you shall be a ferry-man still.' Exactly so. Let kings 
and queens rule as they please, the great bulk of the peop1e 
have to earn their daily bread in the best way they can. They 
have to be hewers of wood and drawers of water." • 

"But you are not working for your livelihood at the present?" 
"No; I enjoy-shall I say ?-an annuity purchased for me 

by a near relative, whose benevolent intentions were mainly 
directed to save the family prestige from scandal. It would 
never do to have me in the workhouse, while my rich relations 
were moving in the best society. Here, in an obscure lodging, 
I am out of their way, and can be no cause of offence to any of 
them. It was not without a pang that I was obliged to accept 
this arrangement, for I was mcapacitated from work in con­
sequence of having been afflicted with what is called 'Scrivener's 
paralysis.' My hand became disabled for further work, and 
there was nothing left for me but the pauper's last resource. 
But I must not weary you with my troubles. Everyone has 
his own, and I shrink from airing mine. Every stove should 
consume its own smoke; every man should keep bis troubles 
to himsel£" 

Having expressed a strong desire to know the whole story of 
his chequered life, be kindly consented, when next we met, to 
give me the principal outlines of it. They were a curious mixture 
of light and shade, smiles and tears, trials and triumphs. 

The first false step be made was an improvident marriage. 
He committed the unpardonable offence, from a social point 
of view, of marrying below his station in life. A young 
and pretty milliner's daughter engaged his affection, and, 
in spite of every remonstrance from parents, relatives and 
friends, he resolved to have his own way-and he had it. 
He was just twenty-two years of age, and she in the 
bloom of sweet seventeen. She was "all his fancy painted 
her," and, by tlie artistic and judicious aid of dress, with all its 
mysterious fol-de-rols and fiz-gigs, she managed, according to 
his account, to make her personal attractions, which seem to 
have been considerable, too bewitching for the inexperience of 
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her young and ardent admirer. They were married quite 
privately, no one being present except her mother and two 
sisters on her side, and a college friend who acted as his best­
man. His description of the wedding and all its details were 
curiously suggestive of the anomalous mixture of incongruities. 
He walked to the church, attended by his friend. She did the 
same, in company with her mother and sisters. After the 
ceremony, they retreated in the same order; his wife to her 
home with her mother, and he to his temporary lodgings taken 
for the occasion, so as to comply with the mamage law of 
residence. In the afternoon they met by appointment at the 
railway station, the starting-point for their wedding-trip to the 
Continent. 

Everything went on smoothly for the first six or seven 
weeks, about which time differences of opinion arising from 
differences of taste began to set in. 

Their first quarrel arose from a strongly expressed desire on 
the lady's part not to go back to England until she had seen 
more of the gay life of the French capital. He pleaded a 
return home, but to no purpose. His wife had a will of her 
own, and she was determined to exercise it. For peace' sake 
he gave in. But from time to time he noticed that sundry 
parcels were making their appearance, and that a correspond­
ing demand was made upon his purse. Her acquired taste in 
the article of dress had ample scope in the metropolis of 
fashion. In fact, it was here that the young lady's trousseau 
was being elaborately prepared-an omission on her mother's 
part for which plausible excuses were not wanting. At length 
he found that he had to pay more than £150 for what should 
have been the bridal costume under more favourable auspices. 
He was devotedly attached to his wife, and though he de­
murred to her increasing love of finery which was being every 
day gradually augmented by indul&ence, still he humoured 
her to the top of her bent, and paid " willingly, though with 
an unwilling mind,' for all the freaks of folly which this youncr 
aspirant after the newest fashions had so thoughtlessly force~ 
upon him. 

" Well," he said, as he was recounting this episode in his 
early married life, "I could have borne all this had my wife 
been only fairly disposed to be guided by my advice in her 
general conduct ana deportment. At dinner I was terribly 
shocked by her utter want of manners. My good advice, 
when alone, was met by ill-tempered remarks, so that I was 
unable to he of any practical benefit to her in the matter of 
soc~al etiquette. Gradually the period of disenchantment 
arrived. At the end of six months my daily life became 
almost insupportable in consequence of the extravagant habits 

N2 
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and the vulgar frivolity of my wifo. Things were every do.y 
aperoaching a crisis which nt length decidAd my courso of 
actwn. I told her that I had been long enough nbroo.d, and 
that if she would not return with mo, I should go awny with­
C\Ut her.'' 

•• ' As you like,' was her arrogant repl;y. • I will not return 
t~l country life in Engla.nd; but we cim live in London.'" 

Yr. D--- &::,<rreed to this proposal, and they left Paris the 
next day. 
_ " The story of my subsequent life for five years," he con­

tmued, "may be briefly summed up in these words: My wife's 
t.L'-l:es ~ so dissimilar to mine that ,ve could not get along 
for hardly a single dav without unpleasant scenes. One fine 
morning, to my surprise, she bolted from my house, to.king 
Tith her our only child, a little daughter, of four years of age. 
:Ah· child I recm·ered, but her mother I have never seen since. 
The la&. I heard of her was that she had gone to Australia. 
She wrote me one letter, which speaks for itself: 

"Yon will, I fear, be pained at my going away. But there was no other 
COlll'lle open to me. I felt that we could not bit it off. We do not think 
alike on anything, and for your sake, as for my own, we are better apart. 
Yon were kind and indulgent to me, too much perhaps. Farewell-kiss 
J alia for her mother's sake, and try to think of me as favourably as you 
CIID.~ 

u That was a l~on to me as to the egregious folly of a man 
:marrying a woman whose social position is so inferior to his 
01m. This ill-assorted alliance seriously marred my prospects, 
apart from having cut me off from my family. I had then 
about £1,200 a year, an ample income for myself and child. 
It was an allowance from my father, de:eendent solely on his 
good pleasure. To his eternal credit be 1t said, that though I 
nearly broke his heart by my wilful disobedience, he still con­
tinued his allowance by leavmg me in the undisturbed enjoy­
ment of my income till his death, an event which took place 
soon after. By bis will he left everything he was possessed of 
to my mother for her life, with remainder to my two nieces, 
charging his property with £,500 a year for me during life." 

The sequel is soon told. Mr. D--was induced to mortgage 
his annuity of £500, and with the capital thus realized he in­
vested in railway stock. Gradually his investments, not by 
any means judiciou,dy laitl out, melted away n good portion 
,,f bis r,.:ady m,,ney. HiH private cxpcnscH cxcccdocl hiH regular 
inr;t"Jme, and a,s he had rccourHC to hiH capital to fHlJ)ply any 
deficiency, he ,soon found himKClf in o. f;'oHition of liopelosH 
entanglement in hiH pecuniary affain1.1 T ie time at last co.me 

l y,Jrtuna~ly biJ! daugLIR-r WIUI carefully cducutcd and cared for by 11 

m&ideu auut 'WW.llil; (IJ.(:ao11 wtrf: Jluiif.t,d. 
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when he parted literally with hie last shilling-the fact tJ> which 
ho ha.d so feel~gly a~uded ~n the q~of:8;tion already given. 

Whon narratmg thl.8 portion of hl8 life, he said: "I had nQW 
two courses before me, and so far 88 I could see, two rmly-the 
workhouse, or death. I would not beg, and I could nfJt w<Jrk. 
I knew no handicraft. I was unal,le to handle the pen of a 
ready writer. ~'here was nothing left for me to choose except 
genteel starvat10n or the pauper's home-the first the more 
ac_ceptable to ~e if_ only I could die without it being known. 
Did you ever, said Mr. D--, "know what it is w be 
hungry-'very hungry-without as much as one penny in your 
pocket to buy bread with ? Ah ! that is an experience which, 
tor a gentleman born in affluence, and brought up in luxury, 
is terrible. To pass by shops in every street with bread enou,:,h 
and to spare, and you perishing with hunger, beca.ase y~u 
cannot descend so low in the scale of degrd.dation as to go in 
and beg for a morsel of food, that is something more depressing 
than I can describe. li I could only have died from na.tural 
causes, I felt that I could thank God for allowing me to depar: 
in peace. The idea that I was doomed to live on in this li"otld 
through summer after summer with its wealth of flowers, and 
winter after winter with its frosts and snows, while I was to be 
the inmate of a workhouse, drove me almost mad" 

"But why did you not make known the actual facts of the 
case to your relatives, as the last plank after shipwreck. Surely 
there was a third course which you might have tried before 
you courted the approach of death, or resigned yourself to the 
workhouse ?" 

" TheY- had all cast me off because of my improvident mar­
ria~e ; and there is something in a. very sensitive nature that 
will not allow a man to knock under, or place him.self in the 
position of beincr reminded that he is the fulfilment of the 
prophetic warni;gs of his indignl\Ilt relatives. ·when a. man is 
on his last legs, in despair, utterly smashed up. and not 
knowincr what to do, or ,vhere to look for a. generous hand '-~r 
feeling heart, to be told that you brought it rul upon Jl'Urself 
-tho.t is the last ounce that breaks the camel's ~ This 
is tho style of thing: ' Well, you know, I told you from the 
first that ruin would overtake vou ; and you now see tl1~t I 
spoko the truth. You would ~J-.e 110 t\th-i~'('. listen to n1.1 W\W 

ol' wn.rning ; you woro dotorminod. to tako your '-'"'ll Nlltse, 
n.ncl you soo tho ond of it. You mado v1.1ur 1.lWU bed. aml 
with your own hands put tho thorns into 'it. You Cl\ll bltUDt, 
no ono but yourself if you tind it an unol\Sy couch.' 

" 'l'hn.t is cold comfort, is it not 7 How could I, then, 
~pply to thom 7 A w1uf t\Ild stray, I WI\S illustmting, ~ct~nl­
mg to tho sombro ropronohos of my friends. tho very prw.1.11plt, 
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which WM bound up with· canso o.nd effect, both in tho 
natural and mom.l worlds. No doubt about it. M:y friends 
told me that it was good for me to bo nffiictod; a truth 
that my inner conscience could corroborate, and which no 
one knew better than myself." 

"Finding myself cast adrift," continued Mr. D--, "I took 
up the advertisement-sheet of the :/.'imes. and cnrefully read 
up eYery case in which some one wns wnnted to do something 
or other. At last I hit upon one which required the services 
of a gentleman to read to a blind mo.n two hours a day ; refer­
ences of character and position required : personal application 
only would be attended to. I called and saw the blind man; 
there was a female relatiYe with him. She was one of those 
hard, angular type of women, tall, austere, and ungenial. 
She wore spectacles. She had a head-gear of faultless white­
ness, the cap itself being kept in position by means of strings 
which met under the chin. Everything was correct, very 
much so. Her dress was the essence of neatness : colour, 
dark grey; texture, some sort of compromise between wool'.and 
0 oat's hair. She let me know that she was doing the faith­
fully severe task of choosing • a gentleman' as companion for 
her nephew, as the blind man turned out to be. Evidently 
she looked upon me with suspicion, from the very fact that 
being, or supposed to be, a gentleman, I was ready tp accept 
the subordinate position of reader to her nephew for the 
modest remuneration of five shillings a day, which was ren­
dered more tempting from the fact that it was to be paid with 
undeviating punctuality on every occasion of my visit. This 
was done with an eye to business and economy. There would 
be no necessity to give me a week's notice if necessary. All 
that was required was an appointment from day to day. My 
antecedents were asked for, myjresent mode of life, my con­
nections, and so forth. I replie with courteous caution ; and 
I fancy that on one occasion the grim visage of the blind 
man's guardian slightly relaxed into an abortive smile. It 
was when I said, in reply to some home-thrusts as to whether 
I was married or single, and, if married, what family, when I 
said that I had been married, but was now living as a bachelor 
in private apartments, had one daughter provided for by an 
aunt, in whose care she had been for some years. Then it was 
that Minerva-for that was the soubriquet I gave the lady­
exhibited just a ·shade of feeling, but in what direction it was 
impossible for me to say. All I know is that out of twenty­
seven candidates I was selected." 

"It would form an amusin? narrative," ?ontinu_ed l\fr: D--:--, 
"if I were to tell you my literary cxpcr10nce with tl11s Llmd 
man. I need only add that I retained thiR lucrative position 
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for two years and a half.1 The lady'!! brother wa.ci a solicitor, 
and through his influence I was introduced to some of the 
law-scriveners who helped me to earn something by copying 
legal documents, as I have already mentioned to you. At 
fast I was obliged to give up this source of earning my bread. 
A friend of the family who knew the facts wrote to my rela­
tives, and put my case before them. The result was that they 
agreed to allow me eighty pounds a year, on which I strive 
hard, and only by very judicious management, (o keep on my 
legs. These are the general outlines of my story-dark 
enough, you will say." 

Mr. D-- had learned, by bitter experience, bow one false 
step in early life sometimes renders it impossible for a man to 
regain his lost ground. There are few things which give a 
greater shock to family pride than a mesalliance in the way of 
marriage. The male portion of the family get over it easily 
enough after a time, though they never perhaps have the 
same cordiality for the oflender as before. But the female 
side of the household rarely forgive. It is looked upon by 
them almost in the light of a crime. It is well known that 
a man will be received into the' best society by "high-born 
ladies," and flattered-if he be worth flattery-though they 
know right well that their honoured guest is leading a life very 
far below the ordinary standard of propriety. But if the man 
marries beneath him, many are apt to regard his conduct as 
an outrage against good-brneding. True nobility, however, 
resides in the soul, and though, unquestionably, rank and 
position are very great advantag_es, it is a mistake to look down 
upon those not " born in the purple," as if the temperament of 
the true gentleman or gentlewoman were limited to the upper 
ten thousand. There is no monopoly in the matter of courtesy. 
and wherever it is real, no matter in what condition of life, 
the possessor of it, man or woman, ,will always make their 
kindly influence felt among all with whom they come into 
contact in the ordinary concerns of life. 

In some respects, no doubt, Society is false and hollow; but 
in other respects it is the embodiment of the inherited good 
sense of our predecessors, who, by practical tests, have handed 
down to us the result of their matured experience. 

The moral of Mr. D--'s failure in lifo suggests a useful 
warning. The young man of good family who marries a 
woman whose neglected education and vulg:i.r surroundings 
unfit hor for maintaining her proper position in society is ,ery 

1 In roply to tho qnostion : "How c11111e you to lenve the blind man?" 
l\Ir. D-- ~nid : '· Boonuse my opinion frequently dilfored frc1111 the• 
Indy g1111rdi11n's. This divergouoo of intorpret:ition twidc•ntly anuo)·ed 
hor, boon.uso sho wn.s not in tha ha.bit of boing contraclidod." 
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likely to entail a lifelong disR.ppointment upon himself, while 
he runs the risk of imperilling the happmess of his wife. 
Wl1atever is not according to the fitness of things is seldom 
attended with happy results. There are unwritten laws in the 
social as well as in the natural world, whose operation is fixed 
and uniform. \Vhenever these laws are wantonly violated, we 
are made to feel, by bitter experience, that our sowin~ and 
our reaping are in relative proportions. No one can defiantly 
turn his back gn the sacred sanctities of " home " and " father " 
without being made to realize, in bitterness of spirit, that our 
very delusions are often chosen by an over-ruling Providence 
to be our worst tormentors. "The stars in their courses" fight 
against those who wilfully disregard the loving counsel and 
the delegated authority of home-rule. Intolerance of control, 
and an imperious disdain of those whose faithfulness and 
devotion to our best interests entitle them to our respectful 
and loyal obedience, seldom go unpunished. Sooner or later 
they draw down upon the transgressor a penalty commensurate 
with the offence. The outer world may not see how the 
righteous reaction of retributive Providence recoils upon the 
sinner's head. Appearances are very deceptive: men are not 
what they seem. In the brilliant homes of splendour, as well 
as in the humblest hovels of the poor, there are individuals, in 
the former case, supremely miserable, and, in the latter, perfectly 
content. Conscience is the moral regulator of our lives until 
it has become entirely seared. Its accusing, or else excusing, 
verdict is heard in secret, and as such is known only to the 
individual himself. Memory is a faithful witness, and the best 
book-keeper on earth. lt8 records are written by a hand 
whose characters are indelible; and they supply to the reck­
less, the wayward, and the self-willed a sorrowful retrospect of 
wasted opportunities and blighted hopes. This, and no more, 
was the history and character of the su~ject of our sketch. He 
determined to follow his own way, and to carry out his own 
devices. Being " wise in his own conceits," he considered that 
he was the be8t judge of his own affairs. He wilfuly disobeyed 
his father; he married a worthless and vulgar, but a very 
attractive woman; and he squandered or muddled away hrs 
money until he was reduced to his last shilling, after which he 
had ample time for leisurely but unavailing regret. 

G. w. WELDON. 
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ART. III.-THE EASTWARD POSITION 

OPPOSED TO THE GENERAL USAGE OF THREE HUNDRED YEARS, 
AND AT VAHIANCE WITH THE RUBRIC OF 1662, WHICH 
DIRECTS THE MINISTER TO BREAK THE BREAD BEFORE 
THE PEOPLE. 

THIS question has been recently brought again into promi­
nence by the action of Dr. Stubbs, the new Bishop of 

Chester, who, against the wish and practice of the Dean of 
Chester, has adopted the Eastward position in the cathedral 
whilst reading the Prayer of Consecration. 

The question is asked, Has not the Bishop of Chester the 
same right to adopt the Eastwr1,rd position in Chester Cathedral, 
though in opposition to the practice of the Dean, as another 
Bishop has to adopt the North-side position in a cathedral 
where the Dean uses the Eastward position? Whilst it must 
be admitted that since the Ridsdale J udgment g-ave, on certain 
conditions, legal sanction to the Eastward position, the Bishop 
of Chester, so long as he is careful to observe the specified con­
ditions, is acting within his legal rights; yet a little reflection 
will show that there is a wide difference between the two cases. 

The Eastward position, says the Bishop of St. Andrews, since 
1662, has been unknown in any one of our cathedrals. "It is 
certain," he says,1 "that before the Reformation the Eastward 
position was the invariable use in thern all; and it is no less 
certain that since the Reformation the use of the North-end 
position has been in them equally universal; and it is so still, 
except that, of late years, in th1·ee 01· four cathedrals, the East­
ward position has been partially introduced." He states, in 
the following words, the reason for the change: 

.At the Reformation, the Mnss, with its doctrine of Sacrifice and Adora­
tion, wns given up, and Holy Communion introduced. Nothing else u:ill 
account for the ·uni1Jer,qal disu.qe of the position forme,·{y used. Tbe cbange, 
therefore, wns made on principle. 

Can it therefore be maintained that one Bishop has the same 
right to restore a practice of doctrinal significance, unknown 
for two, if not for three hundred yeu.rs, as another Bishop has 
for declinin()' to comply with o. modern innovation-an mno­
vation which is associnted with o. doctrine that was discarded 
at ~he time the practice wns changed ? Moreover, the ~ribunal 
wluch gave conditional so.nction to the Eastwo.rd pos1t10n, at 

1 Letter to Mr. Beresford Hope. 
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the S.'\me titnt' dt'('ll\l'\'O. t,hl\t tho North-sido position "iR not 
,,uly ll\wfnl. but is thl\t. which would, und1..,r ortlint\ry circum­
st~nl'.X's. (>U:\ble tho minister, with tho g:1-...,1\tost cortnint.y 1md 
1.."mn,nit'n~. to fulfil the roquiromcnts of nll the rubrics." 

Thero :tro, then, de.'1.rly marked and importn.nt differences 
bet'We<'n the c~~ of a Bishop who, ngn.inst the known wish of 
the ~'fill. restores a prn~tice which three hundred yenrs I\B"o 
was dt&.'aroed b~- the whole Church of Eng-11\nd, beco,use of its 
&._"84.X'J:ltwn with a doctrine ,vhich our Chmch l\t tho.t time 
delibt>rnteJy rejected, and that of another Bishop who ndheres 
to the usage of three hundred ye.'\rs in o. cathedral where thn.t 
usa._o-e has been but recently set aside. Not only is there a 
marked difference in the two cases, but it is difficult to conceive 
how anyone can allege that there is any real similarity between 
them. Bishop Stubbs, by conforming, in deference to the wish 
of the Dean, to the usa.:,Cl'Oof Chester Cathedral, would not thereby 
deny the doctrine which is supposed to be symbolized by the 
East\\"ard position ; but the Bishop who adopts it gives coun­
tenance to a doctrine which the Church of England rejected at 
the time she abandoned the Eastward position. The one act 
is 'Tlegatit-e, whilst the other is positive; the one does not 
necessarih· in.oh-e the denial of a doctrine, but the other is 
a.owedly • used to symbolize a doctrine; the one is likely to 
frn.strate the chief design of the rubric, viz., to enable the 
minister " with the more readiness and decency to break the 
bread before the people," etc., whilst the other, as already stated 
on the authority of the Judicial Committee of Privy Council, 
enables him "with the greatest certainty and convenience, to 
fulfil the requirements of all the rubrics." 

It will no doubt be said in reply to these statements, tho.t 
they are founded on assumptions which should not be made 
without stroug and clear evidence. 

Is it, then, a fac..-t that the Eastward position was abandoned 
M thl: P.E:fr,rmation, and that the North-side rosition was, for 
t~ hundred yean, recognised by men of al parties in the 
(,'hnrch f:1.8 the one required by the Prayer Book? Is it equn.lly 
~r that at the time the Eastward J,osition was susperseded 
by th~ ~,,rth~idE: P'.Jt!itirm, the doctnne of the Mass was ox­
pung~J fr'1m our frnmulari(,'ff, and that, with the restoration of 
tw; Ew,tward p<Jtiitir1n in our own times, there has boon ro­
intrr.1d1Jf.~d a dorJtrine in 8fJ'trie of our churches hnrdly diH­
tingui,;lw.ble from tho HomiHh doctrine of the M n.HH 7 

It wrn •~ found interesting and instructive to conRidor this 
q•~ti,,n in the Jiglit ,.,f histr1rJ, Wo aHk, therefore: 

(I) Was tb,; 1-)dfftwarrl }"JHitwn al,awfonorl at tho Hoformo.tion 
in ,;1,n~qui::nce of changeH made in tho rubrics of our 
Prayer Br.1uk? 
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(2) W o.H tho rubric introduced in 1662, whfoh pr,y:,,.,1]~ the 
J.'ro.yor of UonBCcra.tion, intended tJ", auth,mZI~ the Y..a,,t,... 
wo.rtl position while readin5 that prayer? 

I. In the Prayer Book of 1.::,4,9, the words, "The priF!St 
standing humbly afore the 'tfl,idst of the .Altmr, shall say the 
Lord's Prayer, with this Uollect," were superseded in 1552 by 
the following rubric : 

The Table having at the Commnnion-time a fair white linen efoth npr,u 
it, shall stand in the body of the chnrch, or in the chaocel, woore 
Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer be appoint.e<l t-J be said. .A.!11 tb.e 
priest, standing at the ~Vorth llide of the table, shall eay the Lord's Prayer, 
with the Collect following. 

Here no one can fail to observe that" the .Alt,a:r" has given 
J>lace to "the Table;'' and " the priest standing humbly afore 
the midst of the altar," has given place to his " standing at ffl~ 
north side of the table.'' From 1552, when this important 
change was made, up to within the last few years, except 
during the short reign of Queen Mary, the re~ position 
of the minister when reading the Communion ::iervice, includ­
ing the Prayer of Consecration, has been on the Sonh side of 
the table. Bishop Wordsworth of St. Andrews, who has made 
this subject his SJ>ecial study, offers the following remarks on 
the alteration made in the rubric in 1552 : 

I consider, a11 my brother-the present Bishop of Lincoln-does, tb.u 
the JPurchas Ju~oment, which, if I remember right, forbids ia wt,:) me 
Eastward position, is simply the true one, notwithstanding the bold as.er­
tion of Canon Gregory and others to the contrary. ..!.nd amoag OU1& 
reasons for thinking so, the following appears to me wiam.-enble : I 
assume the practice of our twenty-fonr English catbednls a.:s giring us 
the surest rule, because the practice. being not of &n indiridual baG uf :1. 

corporation, is least liable to change. Now is is cert:1i.!l. that b~Jon! the 
Reformntion the Eastward position was the innriable use in thern :ill : 
nnd it is no less certain that si11ci, the Reformation Uie U.."'1 of l;he Xortb.­
end position has been in them equally uniTI!r.l.U. &nd is so still •U'-"eE'G 

thnt of lnte years in three or four cathedrals lhe ~tll"'.U\l l"-'\:ilU\.\11 h.1:S 
been partially int1-oduced. How did that unin!rsal eh~ ._..__ a~>ut ~ 
Becnuse the doctrine was changed. At the Refonnatfon, the Ys.s,,,, wi~ 
its doctrine of Sacrifice and Adoration, was giTI!n up. and H,~ly \.,""'-'U'l.­

munion introduced. Nothing else will account for the uniT"ersa.l .mu..<oe 
of the position formerlf used. The change was therefore ma.le ,'Ill prin­
ciplc. - (Letter from Bishop Wordsworth of St. Andre,n.. ro llr. ~~w 
Hope, June 41 1874.) 

Thoro l\ro but fow n1unos, if MY, l,f high~ auth,..'rit)· in tll~ 
Church of Engltmd th1u1 tho muuo of Bi:ili'-'P Jot,wd : ~ll '-~r-­
tt\inly no ono know bottl)r tlmn ho did what eh~~ 0f pn1cti ... -v 
followod tho olU\ngo tlll\do in tho rubric '-'f l:iJ~. If th1J ~'\S~­

wnrd position w1\S known in 0~1r l'~m~h in_ J\➔.,wl's d-'~-_. !t l$ 
unncootmt1iblo tlmt, whon spo:\kmg of tl10 \'1\rl1.ms su1~~~1.tt\.\US 
of tho Mnss ho should ask " \\'h:\t l-'ath~r ._,r l\.~t1.)r t:m~ht u:.­
tlll\t Christ1s body is in n 

1

lmudrod thous.'\ud pla~'\'s at \,u~~ 1 
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that the priest should hold tho brend ovor his hond, and turn 
lds bacJ.~ to the people ?" 

Among the charges brought against Archbishop Laud in 
164-0. by the Scottish Commissioners, was that through the 
Scottish Liturgy, for which he was held to be mainly respon­
sible, the minister was allowed, "without warrant of the Book 
of England,'' to go "from the north end of the table," and 
'· stand during the time of Consecration with his hinder parts 
to the pe?ple." T? thi~ charge the Archbishop rcp1ied : 
•• Truly. ~his charge 1s, as 1t seems, no great matter. And yet 
here ag-am they are offended that this 1s done without warrant 
of the 13ook of England. How comes this Book of England to 
be so much in their esteem, that nothing must be done without 
~arrant from it ?" In the charge it is distinctly affirmed, and 
m_ t~e Archbishop's answer it is clearly implied, that for the 
mm1ster to leave the North of the table, and read the :prayer 
of Consecration with his back to the people, was without 
warrant of the English Book of Common Prayer. This is 
further confirmed by the fact named by Dr. Wordsworth, 
Bishop of St. Andrews, in his letter to Mr. Beresford Hope : 
"~y brother (the Bishop of Lincoln) notices the engravmg 
which Laud's bitter enemy, William Prynne, published in 1644, 
of the arrangements of the Archbishop's chapel, where the 
cushion for the celebrant is placed at the North end of the 
table." 

That this was the recognised practice according to the 
Prayer Book, from the change of the rubric in 1552, previous 
to its last revision in 1662, we have the most conclusive evi­
dence in Hanson L'Estrange's " Alliance of Divine Offices," first 
published in 1659: 

.Al! for the priest standing at the north side of the table, this seemeth 
ro avoid the fashion of the priest's standing with bis face towards the 
east, as is the popish practice. Bo the MS. collections of a learned 
man.-(·' Library of Anglo-Catholic Theology,'' p. 245.) 

~ow if we look at the change made in the rubric in 1552; if 
we weigh the words of Bishop Jewel written some years after­
wards ; if we consider the charge brought against Archbishop 
Laud, and his reply to that charge; and if we further notice 
the statement of L'Estrange, written in 1659, that the Church 
of England had directed the priest to stand on the North of 
the table, to avoid the popish practice ; can there be any room 
for doubt as to the teaching and practice of the Church of 
Encrland between J.552 to 1662? 

IT. "Standing before the table." Many will admit that tho 
minister's normal position during the Communion Service is 
on the North side of the table, but they plead that during the 
Prayer of Consecration he is to stand before the table; and in 
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support of their contention they adduce the rubric which pre­
ceaee that prayer. The rubric runs thus : "When the pnest, 
standing before the table, bath eo ordered the bread and wine, 
that he may with the more readiness and decency break the 
bread before the people, and take the cup into his hands, he shall 
say the Prayer of Consecration, as folioweth." Are the wor<h 
"standing before the table" to be associated with the direction 
"he shall say the Pmyer of Consecration," or with the words 
"hath so ordered the bread and wine"? When we find Mr. 
Beresford Hope, Mr. Morton Shaw, Canon Malcolm MacColl, 
Canon Gregory, Bishop Jenner and others, supporting the first 
construction of the rubric, and when we see the late Professor 
Blunt, the late Canon Selwyn, Canon Swainson, Dean Howson, 
Bishop Wordsworth, and a host of authorities supporting the 
second, it seems obvious that, if we have regard to the gram­
matical construction only, the rubric is susceptible of both 
interpretations. If the rubric had said that the minister, while 
"standing before the table," "shall say the Prayer of Consecra­
tion," the Eastward position would be clearly established.. But 
by the other construction of the rubric, the minister is instructed 
to stand before the table while ordering the bread and wine; 
and having done this, he is afterwards so to stand as to enable 
him "with the more readiness and decency to break the bread 
before the people" while saying the Prayer of Consecration. 
Now which of the two interpretations enables the minister to 
do what the rubric requires? If he interposes his body between 
the people and the elements, how can he possibly '· b-reak the. 
bread before the 1Jeople" ? But if, having ordered the bread 
and wine while standing before the table, he then returns to 
his normal position, viz., the North side, as directed by the 
fourth rubric in the Communion Service, he can there break 
the bread before the people while saying the Prayer of Conse­
cration. This interpretation gives consistency to the whole 
rubric, and is in harmony with all but the unirnrsal pr-.lCtice 
and explanations given by Church authorities for nearly two 
hundred years. 

Let us notice the circumsto.nces under which this rubric 
was framed. It was inserted in the Prayer Book :-,t the last 
revision in 1662. The late Canon Selwyn, in his letter to the 
Dean of York, drew attention to the following points, which 
have an important bearing upon this rubric. At the S.\voy 
Conference (May, 1661), the Presbyterio.n divines proposed (as 
part of their Reformed LiturO'y), "Then let the minist~r u1.ke 
the bread and break it in sigY1t of the people ;" and agm~ th0y 
complained in their exceptions to various parts of the Liturgy. 
" that the manner of consecration of the elements is not hero 
oxplicit and distinct enough, and the minister's bre:\ki.ng L11 



b1'.':\d. is th't. s\, much ns tnl,ntfonod. •· Ln,tor in tho yo1tr tho 
l'rnYl'.r H\-...,k "-as l'lwisod. n,nd. tho rubric undor discussion wns 
:hi.&,i. h'~'-'tlwr with tho marg·innl rnbrics to tho Consocrn.tion 
l)':¼ycr: :Hnlm~· whic.h nro tho folhlWing: "And here to b1·eal.: 
tl1t br~:ad :" .. .-t 11d ~11'l"f to lay his lw111~ 11pon all the b1·ead ;" 
··_..d 11d l1a, fo l,1.11 l11s lrn-nd ·upon ct•e1:,11 11e8sel," etc. H1.wing 
cited thl'se and some other particulars, Canon Selwyn l\sks: 

I~ it 11,1!. thm. u1:11 clem· that this rubric was intended fo prepare /01· the 
~()le11111 ,·0111111emomti1·e act of breaking the bread, and blessing the cup, that it 
might N' done u·ith the 1110,•e readiness a11d dece11cy before the people! 

And does not " befoi·e the people" men,n the same as "in the 
sight ci_f the r,eople," as proposed by the Presbyterian divines? 
~e f udicial Committee of Privy Council declare this as their 
op1mon. 

In a letter which appeared in the Standa,·d on the first of 
October, the subjoined passage was quoted from the Bishop of 
St. Andrews in support of Dean Howson's statement, that not 
a single Bishop of Chester had adopted the Eastward position 
since 1662. Bishop Jenner, in a letter to the Standard of 
October 4th, remarked that he could not see how Dean Howson 
could prove the correctness of this statement. The Bishop of 
St. Andrews havin&' been led to inquire into the practice of our 
cathedrals, wrote thus in 1876 : 

We may feel perfectly sure that in no one cathedral was the rubric so 
understood or so acted on from 1662 downwards, i.e., from the time it 
:first appeared in the Prayer Book-i.e., within the last thirty years. This 
I say in consequence of inquiries which circumstances induced me to 
make in regard to the Ritual practice of every English cathedral a few 
years ago.-(" Three Conclusive Proofs," Rivington.) 

This testimony is all the stronger coming from one who for 
ten years had more or less previously adopted the Eastward 
position; but, as the result of careful investigation, had been 
convinced that the meaning and intention of the rubric have 
been reflected in the practice of our cathedrals. 

Bishop Jenner says he does not see that this proves anything. 
It certainly proves something; viz., that the mvestigations of 
a learned Bishop made him "perfectly sure that in no one 
cathedral" was the Eastward position adopted from 1662 to 
within the last forty years. But Bishop Jen.net asks for "docu­
mentary evidence as regards the practice of Bishops, Deans, 
and Canons since 1662. One would like to know, e.g., whether 
Bishop Pearson was a North-ender." 

It must be admitted that a separate record has not been 
kept of the practice of each Bishop, Dean, and Canon in 
Chester Cathedral since 1662. It is, however, known what 
was the practice of Bishops Blomfield, Sumner, Graham, and 
Jacobson; for whatever be the reason why Archbishop Sumner 



'J'lw Hw1l1JJf//rr/, l'owitirm, 1 fJ 1 

acloptod the E11Htward poHition at Cant,;rbury rm the ,,,;r;wiir,n 
roforrod to by HiHhop ,Jonner, it iH a wc:11-known fa,;t that, t,,.,t,h 
11t Uhostor and Uantorbury hiH habitual pra.r;tice wa.H t,r, r1;atJ 
the Prayer of Uonsecration while Htan<ling on the X ,Jrth Hide 
of tho tablo. No wonder Bishop Jenner made a nr,tc in hiH 
diary when, from some unexpfaine<l ca.uw, an Eva.n~elical 
Bishop assumed the Ea.'!twar<l position in his own ca.th,,fra.l, at 
11 time when this "position wa.'! not customarily adopt,~d by the 
Uathedral clergy" ! Archbishop Sumner's act on this rJrxasir)n 
will strike people as the more surprising when it is remem­
bered that only a few years before Bishop Blomfield had rer.piired 
the British chaplain at Madeira to "discontinue" the practice 
of standing with his back to the congregation durinfrr a part 
of the Communion Service." That an Evangelica Bishop 
sl:.ould adopt what had been abolished as "the popish fashion," 
when a" High-Church" Bishop required one of his clergy to 
discontinue it, is truly surprising. 

But Bishop Jenner "would like to know whether Bishop 
Pearson was a North-ender." Dr. Pearson became Bishop ot 
Chester in 1672, and died in 1686. In 1674, two years after 
Bishop Pearson's consecration, a book was published, entitled 
cc A Course of Catechizing, etc." Its contents were "gathered" 
from Gauden, Andrews, Hall, Taylor, Prideaux, Morton, Ham­
mond, Pearson, etc. In this book we find the following ques­
tion and answer : 

Q. Why doth the priest stand on the North side of the tabfe? 
A. To avoid the Popish superstition of standing towards the East. 

These are the words of a book the teaching of which is 
cc gathered" from Pearson, Andrews, Taylor, Heylin, and other 
divines. The question raised does not relate to any matter 
of difference among Churchmen, but solely as one between 
English Churchmen and Roman Catholics. It assumes, as a 
matter beyond controversy, that the Church of England had 
settled that her ministers should be cc North-enders" in order 
"to avoid popish superstition." We have thus clear evidence 
that at the· beginning of Dr. Pearson's episcopate the North 
side was the cc celebrant's position." We have equally clear 
evidence that this was the minister's recognised position at the 
close of Bishop Pearson's life. L'Estrange published his book, 
to which reference has already been made, in 1659, from which 
it is evident that the North-side position was the only recog­
nised one from 1552 to 1662. Previous to his death, m 1705, 
his book was reprinted in 1690 and 1699 ; but his statement, 
quoted from a learned man, about the minister's posit~on 
remained the same as before, viz., "as for the priest's standing 
at the North side of the table, this seemeth to avoid the fashion 
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of the priest's sta.ndin(T with his face towards tho East, as is 
the popish fashion." ~he very essence of both these quoto.­
tions consist.s in their assuming that the English Church had 
deliberately adopted the North-side position in opposition to 
the us.q,ge of the Church of Rome. Until some one can produce 
a note from the diary of a contemporary of Bishop Pearson, 
that this distinguished prelate adopted what so advanced a 
Churchman as L'Estra.nge called in those days "The popish 
fashion," I think we may fairly conclude from the above 
endence, which covers the whole reriod of Dr. Pearson's epis­
copate, that his lordship "was a North-ender." 

'\Ve have seen what was the intereretation placed upon the 
rubrics relating to the minister's position up to the end of the 
seventeenth century. The testimony is equally explicit in 
regard to the early part of the eighteenth century, as passages 
from Nicholls and 'Wheatly will abundantly prove. 

Dr. Nicholls's " Commentary on the Book of Common 
Prayer, with notes on all the rubrics," was first published in 
l 710. Having furnished a history of all the changes made in 
the rubrics from 1552, up to the insertion of this in 1661, 
which ha,e a bearing upon the minister's position at the table, 
he proceeds to interpret this rubric. "The Papists," he says, 
thought it th~ best way to screen their pretended miracle from the people's 
eyes by tM intenientum of tM priest's body. But our Church enjoim the 
direct cOT/Jrary, arui, that for a direct contrary reason. He is to stand before 
the table, iooeed,jw;t so long as he is orde,·ing the bread arui, wine,· but after 
that M is to go to so~ place wMTe he is lo break the bread before the people, 
which mw;t be the North side of the table. 

Wheatly, who wrote about the same time, gives a similar 
interpretation, and assigns the same reasons. He says : 

It is aslied whether the priest is to say the Prayer of Consecration starui,ing 
before the table, or at the North end of it. I ansu:er at the No1·th end of it . 
. . . . In the Romish Church, indeed, they alu:ays stand BEFORE the altar 
during the ti~ of Consecration, in order to prevent the people from being eye­
-.ci~sses of their operations in working their p·etended miracle . .... But 
P'UT Church, that pretends no such miracle, enjoins, we see, the direct contrai-y 
to thii;, by ordering the priest so to order the bread arui, wine, that he inay with 
tM more readiness aM decency brealc the bread, aM talce the cup into his 
hands before the people. 

It will be seen by those who examine these passages from the 
works of two eminent "High-Church" Liturgical authorities, 
that the North-side position had been deliberately adopted by 
our Church in opposition to the Romish practice. The words 
are too plain to call for comment. 

The secession from our Church of the Non-jurors indirectly 
supplies additional ~v~dence, if needed, as to . the accepted 
meaning of the rubnc m the early part of the eighteenth cen­
tury. Most of their leading men held high sacramental views, 
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yet we find the folJowing direction touching the minister's 
position: 

Note, that wherever in this Office the priest is directed to turn to the 
altar, or to stand or kneel before it, or with his face towards it, it is always 
meant that he should stand or kneel on the North side thereof. 

It may be said that it does not necessarily follow that this 
direction was founded on the accepted meaning of our Com­
munion rubrics. A letter of Dr. Brett, who is declared by 
Canon Malcolm }facColl to have compiled the ~ on-jurors' 
Liturgy, makes it quite clear that it was intended in this par­
ticular to contini.I~ the recognised practice of the Church of 
England. Dr. Brett says: "In the first place, I desire that the 
priest may still be directed to stand at the North side of the 
table, and not at the place which we at this time call 'before 
the table,' that is the West side, with his back to the people." 
Dean Howson, in the supplement to his admirable, and, as 
seems to me, unanswerable book, "Before the Table," says: "I 
must ask attentiop to the word 'still ' in this passage ;1' for, 
from the use of this word, " it is evident that this was at that 
time the prescribed and customary position in the Church of 
England." 

Coming down a few years later still, we have the testimony 
of Archdeacon Yardley, who, even in our day, would be called 
a very High Churchman. In his book, first published in 1728, 
on some of the offices, under the head,'' The Rational Commu­
nicant," he writes thus: 

He (the minister) doth not stand before the altar as the Romish priests 
<lo ; nor like them pronounce the words with a low voice, to countenance 
their pretended miracle of transubstantiation. .... But the priest in the 
Church of England says the prayer with an audible voice ... and stands 
so as he may with tbe more readiness and decency break the bread before 
the people, and take the cup into his hands.-(Ed. 1763.) 

Now there can be no doubt what these writers upon the 
Prayer Book, or its rubrics-and they were among the first 
after the last revision-understood the words to mean; and 
from the days in which they lived they must have had oppor­
tunities of learning what was the mind and intention of the 
framers of the rubric, as well as of the practice at the time. 
Let the interpret1ttion by Nicholls, Wheatly, Brett, and 
Yardley be considered in connection with the time and circum­
stances under which the rubric was inserted, as shown by Canon 
Selwyn, and I think its meaning cannot remain a matter of 
doubt . 

. Archdeacon Sharp, son of Archbishop Shar,r, published his 
views on some of the rubrics in the Boo1c of Common Prayer, 
~tc., in 1753. He discusses the position of the holy table; and 
m regard to that of the minister, he tells his rP.aders that the 

VOL. XI.-NO. LXIII. 0 



194 Tlw Ea~twm·d Position. 

rubric which says, " the priest shn.11 stand at the North side of 
the table, when he perform~ any part of the Communion 
Senice," is one of" those rubrics wl1ich expressly nnd positively 
require the minister to observe this or that pnrticular in his 
ministration ;" and neglect of it, he says, cnnnot be excused by 
the Bishop.-(Sharp on" The Rubrics," p. 55, ed. 1834.) 

T~ the above authorities relating to the intereretation of the 
rubrics, and to the practice which prevailed m our Church 
from 1662 to 1753, let due weight be criven. Further, there is 
the testimony of three eminent men~ who had the means of 
knowing what usage prevailed during the first half of this 
century. I refer to Bishop l\fant, Bishop Blomfield, and Pro­
fessor Blunt. 

The Bishop of St. Andrews (Dr. Charles Wordsworth) gives 
a brief sketch of Bishop M:ant's life. With a view to show that 
he had " a long and varied and extensive experience in the 
ministry of our Church," he mentions that he was elected 
Fellow of Oriel, 1798; became Vicar of St. Botolph, Bishops­
~te, London, in 1815; was consecrated, in 1820, Bishop of 
h..illaloe, an.a translated to Down and Connor in 1823. Bishop 
Yant's work on the Book of Common Prayer is avowedly a 
compilation " from approved writers of the Church of England." 
Now who are the approved writers quoted to set forth the 
meaning- and intention of the two rubrics bearing on our sub­
ject? They are Wheatly and L'Estrange, as given above. It 
would seem that Bishop Mant, " a man of extensive learning 
and of sound judgment," of "a long and varied and extensive 
experience," had not so much as become acquainted with any 
"app1·oved write1·s of the Church of England," who taught that 
the rubrics sanctioned the Eastward position.1 

But few men, if any, have devoted more time to the study of 
this and kindred subjects than the late Professor Blunt. 

1 How little in our Church the practice of consecrating with the face 
to the East prevailed until very recently may be gathered from the fol­
lowing statement. Mr. Lowe, British Chaplain at Madeira, in 184G, was 
accused by the Treasurer and two of the Trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal Chapel, on behalf of twenty-nine of the permanent residents, 
of having introduced certain changes into the services of their church. 
Nine charges were brought against him, the first being that of " Praying 
with his ba,ek to the people." These complaints were made to Bishop 
Blomfield, by whom Mr. Lowe had been licensed. The Bishop, in l'e­
ference to this particular charge, said in reply : "Mr. Lowe has discon­
tinued, in compliance with my direction, the practice of standing with hii; 
back to the congregation during a part of the Communion Service." In 
reference to four of the grounds of complaint, the Bishop approved of 
the changes Mr. Lowe had made, becau8e they were in accordance wit/1 thr 
rubric8. This only makes it the more abundantly clear, from the Bishop's 
statement, that he considered the Eastward position was not in accordance 
with the rubrics. 
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When Proctor published his work on the Book of Common 
Prayer, he dedicated it to Professor Blunt a.~ a "1Jolurn,e 'i·r,­
tended to promote the studies over wh·ich he especfolly pres-iik.~." 
It is not probably too much to say that the late Professor 
Blunt is acknowledged to have been one of the most learned 
High Church authorities of this generation: so we may suit­
ably close our list of testimonies to the meaning and intention 
of the rubric preceding the Prayer of Consecration, by cit.in.~ 
his clear and distinct explanation : 

This rubric, again, has ministered cause of debate. "The priest sta11<!­
ing before the table," you will take notice, is a different phrase from 
·• standing at the North side of the table," and implies a different thing : 
viz., that he shall stand in front of the table, with his back to the peo;:ile, 
till he has "ordered" the elements, and prepared them for the rite, in­
terposing his person between the congregation and the table till what~o­
cver is merely mechanical in the act shall have been completed, the Chnrch 
not wishing to make that meaner part of the service a spectacle. Th'!S. 
done, he returns to the North side, and breaks the bread, and takes the 
cup "before the people," i.e., in their sight, the Church not wishing to 
make the manner of Consecration, as the Romish priest does, a mystery. 
Thus the former position was merely taken up in order to the subsequent 
act, that the priest " may with more readiness and decency break the 
bread.'' So that they mistake this rubric altogether, I apprehend, and 
violate both its letter and spirit, who consecrate the elements with their 
backs to the people, after the manner of the Church of Rome.-(Bluut's 
"Duties of the Parish Priest,'' p. 334-.) 

It would be a great injustice to many loyal Churchmen who 
have adopted the Eastward position, to say that they have done 
so for the purpose of symbolizing doctrine; and it would be a still 
greater injustice to suggest that they have any sympathy with 
the Romish doctrine of the Mass ; yet it is a simple matter of 
fact that nearly all the authorities which have been cited, from 
Bishop Jewel to the late Professor Blunt, declare that the East­
watd position is associated with the Romish doctrine of the 
Mass, and was on this account discarded by the Church of 
England at the Reformation. And it is also an undoubted fact 
that some of those who have taken an active part in promoting 
the so-called "Catholic Revival" have adopted and recom­
mended the Eastward position for the express purpose of 
symbolizins- doctrine. They have thus unhappily raised the 
issue whether we are to have the Holy Communion or the 
Sa~rifice of the Mass ; a Scriptural Ministry or a Sacrificing 
Priesthood. Surely, then, loya1 Churchmen cannot but regard 
the question of the Eo.stward position as one of great import­
ance. 

JOSEPH BARDSLEY. 
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A1n-. lV.-,JOHN WYCLIFFE. 

JOH~ WYCLTFFE entered into rest on tho 31st of December, 
, J;~S-4-. l<1Ye hundred yt'a1-s have passed away since Wycliffo 
<'losed his g-rnnd career, and it is only just now we have begun 
in some ctl'greo to recognise the debt 'of gratitude we owe to 
the g-re.at Reformer. The Metropolis hn,s celobmted the Wycliffo 
Qninc-ent<..'n:1n·. The Uni,ersitv of Oxford has just discovered 
•• his plilce in 11istory," and one of her learned professors, in·his 
three lectures on \Vycliffe delivered in the schools, has thus 
summarized our obligations to his memory: "To Wycliffe we 
owe more than to any one person that can be mentioned-our 
Eng-lish LAXGUAGE (for his translation of the Bible is a 'rich 
well' of old English), our English BIBLE, and our Reformed 
Religion." 1 W ycliffe (he added) founded no colleges, for ho 
had no means. No humllll fabric enshrines his ideas, no great 
institution bears his name, and yet so vast is the debt the 
c.ountry owes his memory-so overpowering the claim, it might 
be thought no ,er_y extravagant recognition, Professor Montagu 
Burrows affirms, if e,ery town in England had a monument to 
his memory, and e,ery university a college named in his 
honour.~ 

Yet neither in London, nor in Oxford, nor in York, nor in 
Yorkshire, not even in W ycliffe Parish Church, does a statue 
or a tablet record ·wycliffe's name. Only in Lutterworth 
Church. his former rectory, has a monument been erected to 
his memory, and that tribute he received only fifty years ago. 
The site of his birth-place in W ycliffo Parish is now unknown.'1 

The ancient parish church in which the great Reformer was 
probably baftiz.ed contains, indeed, memorial brasses, exhibiting 
the arms o the W yclifle family, and recording the names of 
nrir.1us indinduals, including William Wycliffo, Lord of the 
}la.nor of Wycliffo, A.D. 1537. There is also a stone, built into 
the outer wall of the church on the 1,outh side, having a largo 
foliated cros1,, richly 1,culptur.ed, with some other memorials of 
the family. But .JoHN WYCLIFFE, the Morning Star of tbo 
P.eformat10n, to whom England owes so much, is not mentioned. 
Yet Wycliffo is not forgotten! His record is on high. And 
He Who "gave some to be apostletJ, some prophets, and some 
JJ'd.'>V.1rs and teacherH," gave ,Joh~ Wycliffo to_ 1!ngln?d s~n:io 
fiv': hundred years ago, "a burning and a shmmg light, m 
whr.,S(; light-the light of his English Bible-we now rejoic(? ! 

1 Pr,Aef!llor :MfJntagu Burrow11. 
, Proft:twJr Hurr<,wH, Lecture I., pp. G, 7. 
• 'J."ht, pr-nt papt,r ill Hubl\tantially a 11ennon prco.chcd on occ111ion or 

tLt; ,.:,Jmmt;W<Jrat1on of the Cluincentcnary in Wycliffo l'ari8h Ohurch. 
(John v. ?,!j : "If~ w<U a &1.1rnir1g awl rt H!tiuiriy lirJ!tt.") 
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Of the MAN himself we have not much to say. Alml)Bt all 
we know of W ycliffo is gathered from his own writings, fow of 
which ha.vo been printecl and publishccl; or from the writin~rs 
of his a.dversaries, whose statements must be received with 
reserve and caution. A portrait of the great Pv.lformer iis 
preserved at Lutterworth; a seconcl I have gazed upon with 
great interest in the Rectory of Wyclifle Parish, }us native 
village ; and a third is to be seen at .Balliol College, Oxford, of 
which Wyclifle was the Master. Of their respective merit..~ I 
cannot speak. But of that at Lutterworth, whatever may be it..~ 
value as a portrait, Chambers, in his" Book of Days" (31 Dec.) 
writes: "It, fulfils the ideal of the man. We behold, in what 
was said to be his 'spare, frail, emaciated frame,' the counte­
nance of a Yorkshireman, firm and nervous ; of one who could 
form his own opinion and hold it against the world; and all 
the more resolutely because against the world." 

Of his WORK I have much to say. And here a curious and 
clever picture may be referred to, describing as it does so 
graphically Wycliffo's work as a Reformer in conjunction with 
tha.t of Huss and Luther. For, in a richly illuminated copy of 
an old Hussite Prayer Book at Pr~01.1e, Wyclitfe may be seen 
at the top of the page lighting a spark ; H u.ss, below him, 
blowing it into a flame; Luther, still lower down, w:i.nng on 
hi(J'h the lighted torch ! 

l Wycliffe was a great scholar, and in scholarship he shone 
as the Evangelic Doctor. 

The first notice we have of Wycliffe's early days is his 
appearance as a Commoner in Queeu's C-0llege, Oxford, in 13-1-0. 
Thence he was soon removed to Merton, the most distinguished 
college of that day. In 1361 he was promoted to the Ya.ster­
shiR of Balliol, and in 1365 he accepted the office of Warden 
of CA.nterbury Hall, now Christ Church, Oxford, being appoint~ 
by Simon Islip, the Archbishoe of C,w.terbury and iimudle'r ,n· 
that society. His university life w1\S distinguished by con­
tention agn.inst the l\Iendico.nt Friars, who were to f1.)pery, 
before tho Reformation, pretty much what the Jesuits h:n·e 
been over since.1 The eminent attninments of man,· llf th~m 
in Co.non Lo.w and Scholl\Stic Theol'-)gy h:\d. f•bt.-un~l ftlr thle'm 
somo of tho most import1mt offices in tii.o uniwrsity.1 .Fitzr:uph. 
the Clrnncollor of tho Univorsity, h:ld entered tho lists :\.g:unst 

1 Ilng~ter, "Hexapln," p. 9. 
~ Avniling themselves of the intlut>nce tht>y had acquire..t the fri.1.r.; 

11001) violntod thoil' vows of puvert.r, piling up, ll$ th.- hist,m-tn 1:\1.,ut!t..>_,.. 
Pn1·1H) snyH, their num11h,ns tn 11 ,.._,y:,I nlLirnd,-. oxhibitiug in.•3Sll"-'-" .-i,h111 
their ~p1,t1io111:1 odilloos nnd lofty w111l", 11ml nppl,ving the ut:,t t>f ~"'!"r)·, 
tho Ml,1_ng11 of l'tllrnko, 01· tho tenors lu' c,,nfe&iit,u as tb.o> ~"-'111.s ,>t l "l"'I 
o:do1·t1on. (Lo :Uns, p. 108.) 



tl~em on t.heir own ground, and with their own won.pons; but 
\\ ydiffl~ ~rnsp1..,'<.i the Sword of tho Spirit (which is tho Word 
,,f G'-"ld), and the more he used thnt weapon, the greo.ter his 
skill in C'ontroversy and his love nnd reverence for Holy 
~riptnro. 

~ewrtheless, Wycliffe pronched, and disputed, o.nd wrote as 
.l scholar. In his day, tho schools were in high repute. Then 
tht:>N' were, in tmth, but twojrofessions-arms and the Church! 
:\fost lawyers, J?hysicians, an even statesmen, were ecclesiastics. 
The unil"ersit1es were, therefore, throno-ed with crowds of 
students, and among them Wyclitfe shon~ as a scholar, and ns 
,\ scholar made his mark, among the learned and talented and 
influential of his day; his enemies themselves being witness. 
Knighton, a monk who abhorred him, wrote : "He was second 
to none in philosophy, and in the discipline of the schools he 
was incomparable." 

Fitzralph, the Chancellor, was a learned disputant, but he 
fought on the low level of scholastic divinity, and never rose 
to a higher standard. Wycliffe, like Luther, attacked Papal 
corruption with the Bibl,e in his hand, while he knew also how 
to use the learning of his day, and so to commend the truth 
by argument suited to gain the ear and to attract the scholar­
ship of his hearers. Thus he made both Revelation and 
~cholarship serve his purpose, and, I suppose, but for both­
:md both combined, and both in their appropriate spheres­
W ycliffe would never have proved the champion for Christ 
and His Gospel this Quincentenary acknowledges him to have 
been. 

Here let us treasure up a practical lesson seasonable for the day 
in which we live. Theology as a science and study has its own 
place and use. Acquaintance with the writings of the learned 
Fathers of the Christian Church is a valuable attainment, as 
also the ability to quote their writings and expound their 
teaching. Further, how to argue, and how to apply an argu­
ment i? a scholarly way, is a qualification most valuable of its 
kind. But this is not all. These are only means to an end. 
Behind Patristic theology there towers aloft the Old and New 
Testament it.,;el£ It has a Voice of its own clear and unmis­
takable and of unimpeachable authority, because God's own 
V,.Ji0e. That treasure of Divine wisdom and truth, Wycliffo 
kn,;w the value of, and he made it his own ; and all beside, 
Wj .Hh~r <1f ancient or <.Jf modem interpretation, was tried nncl 
~v-.. ,d by the words of Holy Scripture. Here, as a theologian, 
was; \\ ydifli-./s power, and as a contrornrsialist, the sccrot of 
his w<,n•forful intJu,;n<;e and succeHH. Ho was tho l!:van9el·fo 
JJv<;t/JJ: .. 'l1i•~s he showed himself to t10 "~ho ,,bu_rning __ and 
the sh1wng light"! He waH the" Mornmg Htar, hunsolf 1llu-
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minatecl by the great sun of heavenly light and joy-the Bih~ 
that he lovecl-t/w Bible he translated-the BiUe that he 
gave to the men of his generation. 

II. Let us change our point of view, ancl now regard 
Wyclifle as a patriot loyal to his king and country. 

Englishmen can never think of King ,John's surrender of 
the British crown to Pope Innocent III., and of all its attendant 
circumstances, without a blush of shame! The submis&ion, 
while it lasted, was always most bitterly reluc.1:.ant; the for­
mality of the homage was constantly evaded, and the annual 
tribute of 1,000 marks (£12,000) oftentimes interrupted : In 
1!365, no less than thirty-three years had elapsed since the last 
payment had been made. Pope Urban V. then thought fit 
to revive the Papal claim of 1,000 marks from England, in 
token of Rome's supremacy, together with the arrears of the 
thirty-three preceding years! History tells us the result. 
Ed ward III. laid the case before Parliament, and defied 
enforcement of the exaction.1 

The adherents of Pontifical supremacy were greatly amazed 
at this bold protest. Their displeasure was soon expressed by 
an anonymous monk, who published a vindication of the Pa.pal 
claims, and called on Wycliffe, by name, as the Protestant 
champion of the day, to reply.· 

His reply was as ingenious as it was conclusive. The 
argument is debated in his " Trialogus " by certain secular 
Lords, by whom the unreasonable claim is thoroughly examined 
and exposed. Thus Wycliffe attacked Papal supremacy, and 
that, too, in a manner (as Webb Le Bas says) which must 
have elated the soul of any loyal Englishman, and ensured the 
reading and study of his arguments just in those ,ery quarters 
where their acceptance was most desirable. If the style of his 
so-called "Determination" (i.e., of the question) was rugged. 
and it wanted the finish (as the Roman Catholic T,jn~ard im­
plies) of the scholar and divine, nevertheless (as L~.:rard him­
self confesses) it does honour to his loyalty as a. subject of the 
realm, and, we may add, it is n grand testimony to his great 
abilities as o. successful controversialist, 

Two yeo.rs after, we rind W yclitfo in a. uew ehan\Cter, ~lS 
" commissioner with the Bishop of B:wgor, to conduct a nego-

'
1
·~,

1 Tho answer of the King and his Parliament is too courageous no, to 
be romembered to their credit: '' Forasmuch as neither King John, nor 
uny other king, could b1·ing tl..tis realm and kingdom into such thr:1ld..."\Dl 
but by the common consont of Parliament, the ,clli<h inM H<>t <r,Jff.< .' th.ire­
foreLthut which he did was l\g1,inst his o.'\th at c,,r,mation. If. th.-refore, 
the l'opo should nttompt :u1~·thi11g ngaiust t.ha King by _l)f\.~'<$. '-'_I' ,~th.-r 
mlltto1·s in deod tho K111g w1tb iul his subjoNt::el should, with all th.-1r t\.m..'tl 
and powo1·, 1·011i11t tho s1,wo.'' 
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tiation with the Pa:i:ial embASsy at Bruges, relo.tivo to tho 
Reservation of Benefices " (Bagster). The popes were in tho 
habit of granting beneticos durmg the lifetime of incumbents, 
and in fact (Goikie, p. a9) claimed the right to dispose of n.ll 
bcnefieos in Christendom. Wycliffe seent nearly two yen.rs nt 
Bruges in negotiation of these questions, and we presume a 
~1u·ce&~f11.J. negotiation ; for, as a reward for his services, he 
received the Prebendary of Aust and Rectory of Lutter­
worth. 

I mention these two important public services that W yclifte 
rendered to his country and his sovereio-n, with a twofold 
purp_ose: (1) To. sh?'~ how honoured an~ highly-trusted a 
public servant W ychffe had become ; and (2) to remind you 
what Papal supremacy really means-a branch of theological 
learning not to be forg:otten in our Protestant Reformation 
schools and colleges. Those amono-st us who in the present 
day simply regard the Church of Rome as an erring sister 
Church, with whose faults charity would bid us deal so ten­
derly, forget the testimony of universal history. History re­
presents the Church of Rome as the usurper of both political 
and ecclesiastical liberty-nay, more ! the liberty of mankind 
-wherever occasion favours her pretensions. If Dr. Isaac 
Barrow's unanswerable treatise on "Papal Supremacy" is but 
little known nowadays, you have only to study its pages (say 
from pp. 115 to 119), and Barrow will teach you how incom­
patible is loyalty to a Protestant Sovereign with loyalty to the 
Pope of Rome. The Pope's claim is supremacy! It all along 
has been so. It is so now, and though· perhats ostensibly 
modified by circumstances, it is known and felt., i not acknow­
ledcred so to be. Rome's doctrinal errors, as a Church, is one 
th~ ! Rome's claims to supremacy, wherever she gains a 
footing, is another? If we overlook the fact which all history 
and experience affirm, that Rome is a Confederation-an Anti­
christian Confederation against civil and religious liberty, we 
jeopardise our safety both in Church and State. I appeal on 
this subject, from what I have no doubt is the sincere protest 
of many a respectable and honourable Roman Catholic, to the 
past history and the present canon law of his Church. 

III. From this notice of W yclifte's ecclesiastical contentions, 
in which we have found him the faithful subject of his Sove­
reign, and a patriotic champion of his country's freedom, let 
us proceed to a brief consideration of W ycliffo as a theologian. 
And here we must not forget the midnight darkness whence 
this "lforning Star" arose. The historian (Foxe, book v., p. 224) 
tells us how "the state of religion amongst tho divines [ of 
Wydiffo's day] was that of a deep lethargy, and past 1111 the 
help and remedy of man. Only tho name of Uhrist rom11inod 
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among Uhristians. His true and lively doctrine was as far 
unknown to most men as His name was common to all men. 
As to faith, consolation, the encl and use of the law, the offiCBR 

of Christ, our impotency and weakness, the Holy Ghost, thu 
greatness and strength of sin, true works, grace, and free justi­
fication by faith, the liberty of a Christian,-of all these things 
[Fox writes] wherein consists the sum ofour :profession, scarce! y 
a word was spoken. Scripture-learning and divinity were known 
but to a few, and that in the Schools only; and there it was almost 
all turned into sophistry. Instead of the Epistles of Peter and 
Paul, men occupied their time in studying Aquinas and Duns 
Scotus. The world was altogether led and blinded by outward 
ceremonies and human traditions . . . The people were taught 
to worship nothing but what thy saw, and they saw almost 
nothing which they did not worship." 

Turn your eyes, now, from this dark picture of \Vycliffe's 
day, and, with his Bible in his hand and Bible truth upon his 
lip, was not Wycliffe as "a light shining in a dark place''? 

Wyclifle's apologist, Dr. Thomas James, names the theo­
logians whom Wycliffe studied: "By Abelard he was grounded 
in the right faith of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. By 
Bradwardine, in the nature of a soul-justifying faith against 
merit-mongers and pardoners, Pelagians and Papists. By 
reading Grossteste's Works, with which he seemed most con­
versant, he descried the Pope to be Antichrist." But Dr. 
James thus prefaces this statement: "God gave Dr. Wyc­
liffe grace to see the truth of His Gospel, and by seeing it to 
lothe all superstition and popery." And we may inquire, how 
did God give him that grace? Surely, we may reply, i.n the 
study of that Bible Wycliffe loved so well and tr:mslated into 
English for the use of his fellow-men. 

And that he conducted his study not only of theologians 
of repute in a 1·ight spfrit, but Holy Scripture also, let the 
very solemn declaration of W yclitfe, contained in his tract 
"De Veritate S. Scrip.," testity-words so humble, so in­
genuous, so truly Christian, we cannot but admire them : 

Let God be my witness that I principally intend the honour of God 
and the good of the Church, from a spirit of veneration to the Divine 
Word nnd of obedience to the lnw of Christ. But if with that intention 
a sini~ter view of vnin glory, of secular goin, or of vindictive malice hath 
crept in unknown to myself, I sincerely grieve on that account, and by 
the grace of God will guurd uguiust it. 

But here let me be somewhnt more po.rticular. I ask you 
to ndmiro Wyclitfo's views: 1st. On the authorit.y of our 
Co.nonicnl Scriptures. Like his Master, so with Wyditfo, his 
ono nppoo.l was, " What snith the Scriptures r• 8L·ripture-
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proof settled all, any difficulty notwithstanding ! And what 11. 

sensible exhortation is the following, in reference to the 
Apocryphal books: 

I think it absurd to ho warm iu defence of tho Apocryphal books 
1'·hen we ha¥e so many that are undeniably authentic. In order tu 
?istinguish Canonica) books from such as are Apocryphal, use the follow­
mg rules: (I) Look mto the New Testament and see what books of the 
Old Testament are therein cited and authenticated by the Holy Ghost. 
,:t) Considet· whether the like doctrine be delivered by the Holy Ghost 
elsewhere in the Scripture. 

Xo~ice, too, some good rules that Wycliffe lays down for an 
expositor or a preacher of the \Vord: "He should be constantly 
engaged in comparing one part of Scripture with another. 
The student should be a man of prayer, and his disposition 
should be upright. He needs the internal instruction of the 
Primary Teacher." Wycliffe knew something of the blindness 
and depravity of the natural heart, and in reference to the 
illumination of the Holy Ghost, he records his estimate of the 
inestimable benefit and privilege that an expositor or student 
enjoys who is l,ed and taught by the Spirit of God. Further, 
as "ycliffe contended for the authority and sufficiency of Holy 
Scripture as the test of truth and rule of life, and gave the 
Bible to the people of his day in the tongue they understood, 
so he valiantly contended for the right of the people themselves 
to possess and read and study the Holy Scriptures. 

(2) We must record Wycliffe's open protest in the Schools1 

that his principal design was to recover the Church from 
idolatry--es_pec1ally in regard to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. With all his might Wycliffe opposed the papistical 
doctrine of transubstantiation, and (even Dean Milner admits) 
"he maintained the ancient and Scriptural truth of the 
Lord"s Supper." With this view, Wycliffe published sixteen 
conclusions, the first of which is thus expressed: "The con­
secrated host which we see upon the altar 1s neither Christ nor 
any part of Him, but an effectual sign of Him." Wycliffe 
offered to defend this and his other conclusions in public dis­
putation. But the University of Oxford prohibited the attempt. 
Wycliffo's doctrine on this crucial subject was tha.t of our 
Church Articles. He did not drop from transubstantiation 
into consubstantiation as Luther did; and therein, for Scrip­
ture orthodoxy as a Reformer (though so many years his pre­
decessor) we give Wycliffo the palm of merit m preference to 
Luther. Christ's presence, according to W yclifle, was Christ in 
the heart, and not in the hand ! "The Baptist [ argues W ycliffe] 
was made Elias by 'Virtue of Christ's words, in Matthew xi., yet 

1 Foxe, vol. i., 48/j ; and Milner, p. &94. 
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he did not cease to be John the Baptist. And [Wycliffe pro­
ceeds to argue] St. Austin observes that the Scripture does not 
say that seven ears of corn and seven fat kine si,gnijy seven 
years of plenty, but that they are those years. Such expre.'>­
sions [Wycliffo adds] denote that the su~ject is ordained of 
God to figwre the thing predicated according to. its fitness." 

(3) Would you know Wycliffo's opinion upon lr,w,ge W Q1'ship? 
He thus disposes of the old defence, " We worship not the 
image, but the Being represented by the image." Wycliffo 
rejoins: "Suffice it to say, idolatrous heathens said the same." 

(4) Would you know his opinion on the ln1;ocation ojtftP, 
Saints and observance of festival,s? "The festival of the day 
is to no purpose, if it do not tend to magnify the Lord Jesus, 
and induce men to love HnL" 

(5) Would you know his opinion on Simony and the sale of 
indulgences? "Those stupid Simonists imagine that grace 
may be bought and sold like an ox or an ass." 

( 6) Would you know his views on Redemption? "The 
merit of Christ is of itself sufficient to redeem every man from 
hell. Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient for salvation, 
and without faith it is impossible to please God." 

(7) On Justification? " Unbelievers [ writes W ycliffe] though 
they might perform works good in their matter, still are they 
not to be accounted righteous men. All who follow Christ 
become righteous through the participation of His righteous­
ness, and are saved." 

(8) On our fall in Adam? "Have mind that when thou 
wert a child of wrath and hell, for the sin of Adam Christ laid 
His life to pledge, to bring thee out of that prison ; and He 
gave not, as a ransom for thee, either gold or silver, or any 
other jewel, but His own precious blood that ran out of His 
heart. This should move all men to have mind of God, and to 
worship Him in thought, word and deed.1 

Wycliffe taught that "hurnan natiire is wholly at enmity 
with God." "All men [he wrote] are originally sinners, not 
only from the womb, but in the womb;" as our Church Cate­
chism says," Born in sin, and by 11ature a child of wr.\th." 

Here may well be quoted the following words, well worthy 
of an Evangelic Doctor-the secret of his power as a preacher­
and the great Evangelist of his day : 

We cannot think a good thought unless Jesus send it. We cannot 
porform n. good work unless it be properly His good work. His mercy 
7weven,ts us, so that we mn.y receive grace! Heal us, good Lord! we have 
no merit ! Give us grace to kno1v that e.ll Thy gifts be of Thy goodness 
only I 

1 llonn.r, •· ,vords Old and New," p. -Hl. 
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Thus Wycliffe laid the sinner in the dust, nnd exnlted Christ 
npon His throne. 

IY. We have spoken of Wycliffe as a skilful controversialist 
and great theologian. I must add, that he was a great 
PRE~CHER. In th~ e~rlier days of his ministry, b_?th at Oxford 
and m London, \\' ychtfe was a preacher of considerable note. 
l~ro_wds ,?f stud~nts lnu?-g up~n his lips when he occupied_ the 
l nn-ers1ty pulpit.1 But 1t was m Wychtfe's later days, especially 
when. Rector of Lutterworth, he became the preache1• I It 
~ms his_ own pe!8onal lo~e of G?d's Word, his diligent study of 
it, and msti:uct10n therem of his" poor priests "-who became 
lus e,angehsts throughout the Midland Counties-that made 
Wycliffe not only, as at Oxford, the Evangelical Doctor, but 
now, in his parish pulpit, the Evangelical Preacher. His 
g-oseel was emphatically the Gospel of the Grace of God, 
ct.istmguished by that Scriptural theology I have already 
attempted to delineate. And this he preached faithfully, in­
.ariably, vigorously, with homely telling illustration, in plain 
and simple language.2 

V. And this great preacher in the Church-whether St. 
~Iary's, Oxford, or the London churches, or a country church 
as at Lutterworth-was a most diligent pasto1· to his flock. 
Canon Pennington says :3 "Tradition informs us that every 
morning, after he had himself taught and trained and super­
intended the movements of his poor priests" (who were to the 
County of Leicester pretty much what our City Missionaries 
are to London, and our Scripture Readers to town and country), 
" clad probably like his preachers, in his russet gown, with 
sandals on his feet-this man, who shook the pillars of the 

1 Canon Pennington tells ns (p. 106) that Wycliffe was occasionally a 
preacher in London, and that in the London pulpits, as in the disputations 
of the university, be spoke out boldly against tlie evils of bis day. His 
accusers tLus reported him to Courtenay, the Bishop of London. He was 
"an eloquent man" who, by his eloquence, drew after him many great 
lords. who hardened him to blunt the sword of St. Peter, and draw after 
him "many citizens of London into the bottomless pit of error." 

~ Thus, e.g., would Wycliffe impress on the farmers of Lutterworth, 
and tl.e young men who sat before him at church, the distractions and 
vexations the novel ceremonies introduced into the services of bis day 
occasioned. His illustration is taken from the ploughed field and the 
harrow, and from their games on the village green: ".Antichrist [he 
cried] turneth Christian men from serving Christ in Christian freedom; 
so much so. that tl,ey might well say, as the poet saith in his fable the 
frogs said lo t!te lwrrow, ' Cursed be so many masters I' for in this day 
Chri~tian men are oppree~ed-now with Popes, and now with Bishops ! 
now with Cardinals under Popes, and now with Prelates under Bishops! 
And now their bead i11 a11sailed with censures I In short [said Wvcliffe] 
J,uffeted are they, as men would serve a football." (Le Bas, pp. 206, 207.) 

" "Life, Times, and Teaching of Wycliffe," p. 225. 
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Papacy, on whom the cyeR of the King, the Pope, statesmen 
prelates, and priests were fixed, might be seen in Lutterworth 
entering their rude dwellings, and engaging in friendly con­
versation with the inmates. If they are notorious offonders, 
he addreRses to them words of warning or of exhortation ; if 
they arc suffering from sickness or sorrow, he pours the oil 
and wine of heavenly consolation into the wounded spirit; if 
their spirits are about to quit their earthly tabernacle, he 
speaks to them words of peace and joy. . . . He preached also 
to his flock by the silent eloquence of a holy life, remembering 
his own words, that 'they who live well in purity of thought 
and speech and deed ... are very prophets of God, and holy 
angels (ambassadors) of God, and the spiritual lights of the 
world.'" 

VI. Besides the Preacher, the Pastor, the Evangelist, and 
Trainer of Evangelists I have described him, W ycliffe was a 
very distinguished 1'ract-write;•; and (as the art of printing 
was then unknown) he must have had a small army of scribes 
at his disposal to multiply his tracts, written some in English 
and some in Latin. Two hundred and more in number we 
know the titles of, though many now are lost. 

VII. Omitting all reference to his other writings, I must 
touch upon Wycliffo's greatest work of all-the work that 
made him the foremost Reformer of the Church of Christ, and 
the greatest benefactor of his countrymen-his translation 
from the Vulgate into English of the Holy Bible. Wycliffe 
CJ'ave to his countrymen the Bible, the whole Bible, in the 
fanguage they could read and study. That lVycli_tfe 'was the. 
first translator of the whole Bible info English, ancl that he so 
multiplied copies throughout the land that the Bible 1.ca8 no 
longe1· a sealed book, this is his chiefest praise ! 

In what light did his avowed enemies regard this work? If 
some Protestant writers (strange to say), as Foxe, the ~Iar­
tyrologist, have forgotten it or passed it by in silence; and if 
others, for reasons of their own it would be hard to imagine, 
have written in sparing commendation of such a work, listen 
to what his bitter enemy, Henry Knighton, the Roman Catholic 
Canon of Leicester, had to say concerning it. Knighton's 
censure is Wyclifle's glory! "The Gospel which Christ com­
mitted to the clergy and the Doctors of the Church that thPy 
might sweetly dispense it to the laity and weaker persons 
according to the cxi~ency of the times and the wants of the 
people hungering after 1t in their mind, this John Wycliffo 
hath translated out of Latin into the Anglican-not Angelic 
languago; whence through him it has been published and di~­
closed more openly to laymen and women able to read than it 
used to be to the most learned and diligent of the clergy. And 
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so the Gospel pearl is cast abroad and trodden under foot of 
swi~e ; and what was dea! to clergy and ln.ity is now rendered, 
as 1t were, the common Jest of both, so that the gem of the 
Church becomes the derision of laymen, and that is nt>w 
thefrs fen· et'lT, which before was the special property of the 
clergy and Doctors." 

Translators of portions of the Bible into Saxon and into 
English had preceded Wycliffe.1 When Saxon gave place to 
English we hear _of an English translation by an unknown scholar, 
dated by Archbishop Usher A.D. 1290; and then, towards the 
close of the following century, John de Trevisa, Vicar of 
Berkeley in Gloucestershire, is spoken of as a translator of the 
Scriptures into English ; but this translation is supposed to 
have been_confined, to a few texts which were painted on the 
walls of his patrons chapel at Berkeley Castle. or scattered in 
some of his writings known to exist in MS. Nearly one hun­
dred years after John de Trevisa came John W ycliffe, whose 
translation is a translation into good English, sentence by 
sentence, of the Old and New Testaments from the Latin 
Vulgate.2 

It is a distinguishing feature of Wycliffe's translation that 
it never was shut up in the libraries of the learned, but as it 
was made it was transcribed and put into the hands of the 
people-a book for the people, whose right, to possess it, and 
read and study it, and understand and interpret it. 

When W ycliffe commenced his work of translation, how 
long it took him, and what help he had, are questions not so 
easily answered. I believe he was a student and a translator 

1 All honour to those learned men. We will not forget the work of 
Cmdmon the monk, who, about A.D. 680, produced a religious poem (the 
most ancient specimen of Saxon poetry), the materials of which were 
taken from the Scriptures. Bat this was not a translation. Then 
Adelme, the first Bishop of Sherborne, translated the Psalms into the 
Saxon tongue abont A.D. 706. A Saxon version of the four Gospels waa 
made by Egbert, Bishop of Lindisfarn, who died A.D. 721. A few yearR 
after, the Venerable Bedetran3lated the Bible, or the greater part thereof, 
into that language. Nearly two hundred years after Bede, our learned 
and noble King Alfred, executed another translation of the Psalms, and 
probably of the Decalogue, which he made the basis of the Statute Book 
of England. And lastly, as far as the Saxon tongue_ is concerned, JElfric, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, A.J>. 995, made a translation of the Pentateuch, 
and some other parts of the Old Testament. Then (Hartwell Horne, 
.,.0 L ii p. 23[,) a chasm of centuries ensued, during which the Scriptures 
aeem kl have been buried in oblivion. 

z Bagster's "Hexapla" gives us : Wycliffe's translation of lak0 from the 
Valgate Tyndale's of I [,34 from the Greek, Cranmer's of 15,l!>, the 
Geneva'of 1557,the Rheims of H.iA2,theAuthorizedof !Gil. The re­
vised version of 1881 ill a book of common reference. 
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of the Vulgate Bible from his earliest days. Certainly from 
the time he became a public controversialist and an effective 
preacher. His power was the power of Scripture. It was his 
acquaintance and familiarity therewith, and his knowledae how 
to use it both in quotation and application, that made Vlycliffe 
five hundred years ago the power in Christendom he was ac­
knowledged to be, and the upright, bold, and holy man, whose 
Christian character his very enemies were unable to assail. 
He drew his light straight from the fountain of Light; and his 
strength and courage, his wisdom and superiority to the men 
of his day were his " heritage" as a man of prayer and faith, 
whose "delight was in the law of the Lord, wherein he 
meditated day and night." What a book of peace and comfort 
must his Bible have proved to Wycliffe amid the many and 
great dangers of his honoured yet anxious career !--e._g., when 
summoned before Bishops and Archbishops and Papal delegates; 
when deprived of his honours as Warden of Canterbury Hall ; 
when publicly assailed even in the Oxford Schools as a heretic; 
when, as he was supposed to be upon his deathbed, and the 
friars called on him to recant, and his servant raised him on 
his couch, Wycliffe told them: '' I shall not die, but live and 
declare the evil deeds of the friars." Bold and courageous 
man ! His blessed Master was as " a wall of fire " around him 
to protect him, or short work would Rome have made of 
W ycliffe. Rome hated W ycliffe with a special hatred as the 
translator of the Bible and the unfolder to his countrymen of 
every rank and age of the words of eternal life. While liiring, 
Rome could not burn him, but when dead, Rome disinterred 
his bones," consigned them to the flames, and cast them (as 
the inscription on his monument in Lutterworth church 
records) into the waters of the adjoining stream." Mad rage! 
Futile revenge ! All the while, though dead, W ycliffe spake ; 
and he speaks to-day in the Bible he translated. The trans­
lations into the many languages of earth which are the glory of 
our own day, Wycliffe's translation is to all as the morning 
star ushering in a day of Gospel light on this dark world. 

c. R. ALFORD, D.D. 
(Bishop.J. 



ART. V.-\VORKING-MEN IN EVANGELISTIC MOVE­
MENTS . 

•• How TO REAC'H THE MASSES OF THE PEOPLE BY ADDITIONAL 
MIXISTRATIONS 01,' LAYMEN OR OF DEACONS, AND BY SER­
YICES SUITABLE TO THEIR HABITS AND EDUCATION."1 

THE sul~iect for consideration is one which, in the main, has 
occupied the minds of Churchmen for some years. It has 

been discussed with great earnestness and ability in Convoca­
tion, at Church Congresses, Diocesan Conferences, and Parochial 
Councils: but in.most of these debates it has seemed to me that 
existing ~gencies have been lost sight of. • 

Men have spoken as if no means had been adopted for reach­
ing the masses of our people, whereas in nearly all our great 
towns and cities, and throughout our country districts, extra­
ordinary efforts of almost every kind have been put forth. 
Special Services and courses of sermons in our churches have 
been tried ; Services in theatres, music-halls, mission-halls, in 
the open air, in warehouses, in large works, in the homes of the 
people, and even down in our mines ! Besides all these, other 
agencies, equally important in their way, have been in opera­
tion, such as ~!others' .Meetings. Day Schools, Sunday Schools, 
Night Schools, Bible Readings, Young Men and Women's Asso­
ciations, Church of England Temperance Societies, the distribu­
tion of pure literature, and above all the visitation from house 
to house by the Clergy, Scripture Readers, Bible Women, and 
male and female District Visitors. Go where we may, visit 
most of our parishes from one end of the land to the other, 
and some or all of these agencies will be found at work ; and 
as a result, a considerable portion of the masses are being won 
back to the Church, and the whole body of our people more or 
less influenced. I may mention that in the rural deanery of 
Sheffield, at least 75 per cent. of those who attend church are 
working-class people. 

Still, accordmg to the religious census which was taken in 
some of our h.rge towns a few years ago, it was discovered that 
on a certain Sunday the majority of our population was not 
found in any place of worship. 

The question is, how can the National Church affect these 
masses who appear to be outside Christian influence? I would 
say, by all means let the existing agencies be carried on in a 
prayerful spirit. Let all the extraordinary efforts which are 
-------------- - -- -------- -----

1 The Venerable the .Archdeacon of Sheffield has kindly supplied us 
with that portion of his paper read at the Dioce~an Conference at York 
(October 2~) which relates to the co-operation of working-men.-Eo. 



Worldrig-men in E'/Jctngevi,stic MovementH. 209 

now being put forth bo continued, if possible, with increased 
energy and zeal. But experience leads me to believe that we 
must enlist the co-opcrat10n of other agents hitherto but little 
recognised in the Church of England. I allude trJ those who 
may themselves be said to be among the masses. The ClerJr,y, 
Scripture Readers, Bible Women, Lay Readers, Tract Dis­
tributors, Lay Evangelists, have done, and are doing, a blessed 
work, but there is a power amongst working-men which, if it 
can be added to the work of those just named, would, I feel 
convinced, have a marvellous influence in bringing the truths 
of Christianity to bear _u-pon that class of th~ c_ommunity which 
it has been found so difficult to move. This idea was brought 
out at the late Church Congress which was held in Carlisle, and 
was urged with much force as a means for the Church to adopt. 
I am thankful to be able to say that the experiment has been 
tried, with very cheering results, in my own parish. 

A few years ago a mission-hall, capable of holding 700 or 
800, was erected in the most thickly populated part of the 
parish. A clergyman was appointed to take charge of it and 
conduct the services. He was also to visit in the district sur­
rounding the building, with a view of inducing people who 
attended no place of worship to avail themselves of the ser­
vices which were established at their very doors. He was a 
young man of talent and energy, and had the assistance of a 
Bible Woman and a number of District Visitors, who worked 
with diligence and zeal, and visited from house to house. He 
had a bri~ht and cheerful service, and his sermons were of a 
popular character. He succeeded in gathering around him a 
congregation of those who were either in the habit of attend­
ing church, or who could have been persuaded to do so: but 
the class of people for whose benefit the services had been 
established were not to be seen there. From time to time 
special efforts were made to get them in, yet all to no Jmrpose. 
About twelve months ago, however, it was thought advisable 
to secure the assistance of some working-men who were 
members of a Bible Class, which numbers about two hundred 
and fifty, and which meets from eight to ten every Sunday 
morning in the same building. This idea was brought before 
them, and a considerable number volunteered their services. 
They undertook to try and influence their neighbours and 
friends. A large choir was formed of those who were musical. 
and it was arranged that certain members should assist in 
giving addresses and in other ways. The men became greatly 
mterested in the work, a system of visitation was organized, 
and in a short time the room began to fill with the right class 
of people. This has continued now for many months with 
unabated success, so that on Sunday evenings working-men 

VOL. XI.-NO. LXIII. P 
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~many t)l wlwm had not been for )'l'n.rs in nny plnce of 
Wtwship) are seen with their wives n.nd families crowding into 
the hall. Fourteen of the men were presented last March to 
his Grace the Archbishop for confirmn.tion, and they hnvo 
eyer sinre been constant attendants at the Holy Communion 
in the old parish church. 

This nwYement, I believe, will grow, and become very in­
fluential f,)r good, as many of the men thus brourrht in will 
l)('C't)nlC centres of Christian influence, in the workshop, in the 
warehouse, i1~ the forge, and indeed in every department of 
manual or skilled labour. As we all know, when once a work­
ing-m.m is influenced by true religion, he becomes very real 
and downright in his profession of Christ. It is astonishing to 
see the force and power which he displays in addressing his 
own class. There is a point and reality in what he says often 
lacking in those who have had more advantages in training 
and mental culture. His grammar may not be the most 
correct, his diction the most refined, nor his manner of speech 
the most polished ; but there is a directness in his utterances 
and a sincerity in his manner which go straight home to the 
hearts of his hearers. I do not for a moment wish to advocate 
the indiscriminate employment of working men in evangelistic 
work; but I do say that wherever a man be found with natural 
gifts, and his heart influenced by God's Holy Spirit, there is 
an ~ent which the Church would do well to enlist in her 
semce. 

The Salvation .Army, about which I do not wish to express 
an opinion, favourable or otherwise, has shown what can be 
achieved by working-men, and how they influence their fellows. 
There is a latent power among working-men which, if only 
drawn forth, would, with the blessing of God, move the 
thousands and tens of thousands of those who are not so 
much opposed to the C'hurch as they are indifferent to its 
work. 

We want every kind of agency to meet the demands of the 
times. We want our scholarly and able Divines, our eloquent 
and impressive Preachers, our diligent and earnest Pastors, our 
hard-working and persevering Lay Readers, our self-denying 
and loving female Visitors, our devoted and sym_path1zing 
Sunday and Ragged-School Teachers; but in addit10n to all 
these we want the experience and common-sense of our hard­
headed working-men to reach the masses of our people. By 
all means let us have our well-ordered and impressive services 
in our parish churches. Let everything there be done decently 
and in order. Let the music be congregational and hearty, 
let the prayers of our services be fervently offered up, let tho 
preaching be heartfelt and Scriptural. Let all the variouR 
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pn.rochiol or_go.nizationB bo made as complete aH possible, and 
be systomat1cally worked; let the gospel be preadwl in the 
open air, in our courts and la?es, in our highways and byways; 
but by all means let us enlist the co-operation of the great 
army of Christian working-men. Let us establish services in 
which they can assist, and which the poorest and most ignorant 
can understand and appreciate. Then, I believe, with the 
blessin~ of God, will the masses be reached and the kingdom 
of Christ advanced. 

J. E. BLAKITET. 

ART. VI.-THE PROPHET JERElflAH, AXD HIS 
WRITINGS. 

THE name of Jeremiah stands, if not highest, yet dearest lt, 
his race in the honoured list of their ancient prophets. 

His voice rises from amidst the ruins of Jerusalem in its first 
'terrible overthrow by the Chaldreans, bewailing the sorrows of 
his countrymen led off into ca:etivity, but in the midst of 
his bitter grief cheering them with the promise of a jovful 
return after the purifying exile of seventy years. In his life­
time the stern censor of his contemporaries, he had to bear the 
opposition and ill-treatment inevitably allotted to all true and 
earnest reformers ; but with his death there came the usual 
reaction. Persecuted while alive, he was erelong almost wor­
shipped when gone. The justice of his rebukes was admitted 
by the sons of those who had resented them; his tender 
:patriotism was recognised ; his yearning solicitude for the 
future restoration of his people seemed to point him out as 
still, from a higher sphere, their guardian and friend. Legends 
respecting him multiplied apace. He had hidden away the 
ark in security till the days of the Messiah. He would return 
as the herald of the Anointed of God. He was the patron­
saint of the no.tion. 

The prophet wo.s born in the village of Annthoth, three 
miles north of Jerusalem-a spot belonging to the priests, as 
part of the Church lands-and being a child of a priest, was 
consequently by birth a priest himself: His father's name was 
Hilkin.h, and it may be tlrnt he was thus the son of the high­
priest undor Josiah, so famous ns the counsellor and friend of 
that famous king. The respect which the prophet ns a rule 
received from the princes and kings of Judah-the contrast 
between his treatment and that of his contemporary Urijsh, 
who was put to death for uttering the same opinions as those 
ce11,selessly 11,dvanced by Jeremiah, and the fuc~- that ThU'uch 
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the brother of Seraiah, a high otlicinl of Zedekiah's court, 
willingly acted ns his copyist, seem to make this probable. If 
he wore really thus of lugh birth, the best society of Jerusalem 
would be open to him, and his prospects in life would be ex­
ceptionally bright. But worldly nttmctions had no weight 
with his pure and disinterested spirit. The loss of all things, 
and the endurance of a life of trouble, were accepted as the 
natural accompaniments of fidelity to his mission. 

The influences that formed the character of the future pro­
phet are unknown. That he was of priestly blood must have 
been a great advantage, howevet·, for it would secure him a 
good education, including, or rather consisting in, a thorou&'h 
acquaintance with the sacred books of his people. All the 
culture and religious worth of the caeital, moreover, would be 
within his reach, for Hilk.iah the hio-h-priest, if he were the 
lad's father, was not only the head of the Church, but a sincere 
worship:e.er of Jehovah. From the gentle height on which his 
native nllage stood, the very landscape would excite and feed 
religious impressions in a thoughtful mind. The grey hills 
of Benjamin, ~ob, Gibea of Saul, Mizpeh, Gibeon, Ramah, and 
Geba, rose in a half-circle to the west and north-west, at dif­
ferent points. The chasm of the Jordan and the mountains ·of 
Gilead were visible on the east, while, as the eye turned south­
ward, it rested on the purple hills of M.oab, and the blue waters 
of the Dead Sea at their feet. We do not know the name of 
Jeremiah's mother, but she may well have helped to mould the 
character of her boy, by repeating to him the famous stories 
with which these localities were associated: stories of the 
greatness of Jehovah, His loving care of Israel, and the 
mighty deliverances He had wrought on its behalf. 

The state of Judea in the boyhood and youth of Jeremiah 
were well fitted to make him thoughtful as he grew older. As 
a child he saw the culmination of heathenism under Manasseh, 
when an image of Baal was worshipped in the Temple, and the 
foul worship of a symbol of Ashtaroth stood under the trees in 
the Temple courts. He must have known the lewdness of the 
feasts and ritual of these foreign idols, and the neglect of all 
homage to Jehovah. Perhaps he saw the closing years of the 
persecution of those still faithful to the religion of their 
fathers. :Manasseh's deportation to Babylon, and his return 
as a humble penitent, must have occurred in his early years. 
The reign of Amon had then followed-with its revival of 
idolatry, perhaps in spite of the king's efforts, for he was 
murdered, it may be for opposing the heathen party, within 
two years. As a sign of the times, Jeremiah would remember 
that this kinf1' actually bore the name of an Egyptian god­
the only Jewish sovereign who was over thus dishonoured. He 
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may havo soon children offered to Moloch in the valley of 
Hinnom, under the very walls of ,J erusalcm, amiclcit all the 
horrors of such an awful fanaticism. If he visited friends in 
different parts of the country, he would notice different 
local gods in every town or district ; for there were as many 
different idols as there were cities. The morality of the day 
was such as this condition of affairs induced It seemed vain 
to look for an upright or honest man : small and great 
appeared bent on1y on making money: prophet and priest 
were alike corrupt.1 

An outward reformation begun by Josiah, and continued 
till long after the prophet had entered on his high office, 
changed the surface of things for a time. Idolatry was 
forcibly abolished; the Temple services restored; a great pass­
over held ; the nation once more pledged to Jehovah by a 
solemn covenant; and the long-lost Book of the Law ac­
cepted by them as their rule of public and private life. But 
he evidently had little faith in a religious revolution carried 
out by authority, for his name is not even mentioned in 
connection with it. In his eyes the change was only super­
ficial ; the corruption as profound as ever. 

Nor were the foreign relations of the feeble Jewish state 
more enc,ouraITTng. Not larger than an English county, it was 
perfectly helpless in the fierce political struggles between the 
great powers on the Euphrates and the Nile. Esarhaddon 
had removed Manasseh, and had thus shown the ease with 
which Assyria could crush the kingdom if it chose. Egypt 
had been subdued by the same monarch, and put under 
Assyrian governors. Assurbanipal, his son, had a second 
time trampled under foot the might of the Pharaohs, but 
the fierce rebellions in his empire, and especially the 
struggles which led ultimately to the rise of Babylon, had 
so weakened Nineveh that the death of the great warrior was 
the signal for its final overthrow. That this tremendous result 
was for a time delayed had been due to a cause no one could 
have foreseen-an irruption of barbarian tribes from the plains 
of Southern Russia. Before the terrible hordes of the Scythi­
ans the hosts bent on crushing Assyria had to retreat,~ con­
tenting themselves with a struggle for their own existence. 
All Western Asia had suffered from this overflowing scourge, 
but it had spent itself, after desolating great part of the 
immense regions between the Euphrates and the Meclitem1-
nean. Attempting the invasion of Eg-ypt, it was forced to 
draw back, nnd from that moment contmued its retreat till it 

1 Jer. ii. 28; xi. 13; v. 1-f>; vi. 13. 
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had finally Yanished into the regions from which it ho.d first 
issued. 

The mortal struggle between Nineveh and its nntngonists 
now burst out afresh. The Uedes, aided by the still subordi­
nat{l Persian tribes and a host of obscure allies, assailed it 
from the East. Egypt, now under Pharaoh Necho, determined 
to ha,e a share of its vast territories on the west. From this 
world-conflagration a new political era emerged. Babylon, in 
the hands ol Nebuchadnezzar, as the successor of his father, 
rose to supreme power. Egypt was hurled back to the Nile, 
and then, again, humbled and oroken into petty sovereignties. 

In such a general breaking up of the ~reat kingdoms of the 
~o-e, it was natural that, in helplessly dependent states like 
Judea, opposite opinions should be formed as to the final result. 
Assyria hamg fallen, and Pharaoh Necho,like his predecessor 
Psammetichus I., showing himself at once warlike and able, 
the weight of confidence in higher Jewish society inclined 
towards the Nile. A stron()' party believed that the future 
belonged to Eaypt, and urged on the king at Jerusalem a close 
alliance with that country. To the keener eyes of the prophets, 
however, aided as they were by divine illumination, the sceptre 
of the world was seen to be passing into the hands of Babylon; 
and the earnest assertion of this belief, so contrary to that of 
the great Egyptian faction in the capital, placed Jeremiah in 
the position of their irreconcilable opponents, and drew on 
him a lifelona persecution. 

The formJ "call" of the prophet to his great office took 
place on the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, apparently 
without any outward accompaniment of a vision such as 
marked that of Isaiah or of Ezekiel. Though still a young 
man, he had doubtless pondered the interests of religion in 
every aspect, personal, social, and national. It is possible that 
his mind may have been turned specially into a theological 
channel by a formal training in one of the schools of the 
prophets at Ramah, Bethel, Jericho, Gilgal, or elsewhere; but 
the great impulse which the discovery of the Book of the Law 
must have given him did not come till some years after he had 
publicly entered on his office. It is certain, however, that to 
be summoned to the official service of Jehovah as a prophet, 
was only _possible when the mind and heart intensely sympa­
thized with the Divine Will. Religious enthusiasm, which 
dominated all the natural powers, can alone explain the 
ecstasies of prophetic inspiration. The influence from without 
was only an exaltation for the time of the habitual spiritual 
condition. The fire from heaven fell on a heart ready to burst 
into a divine glow. The shrinking modesty with which 
Jeremiah drew back from the dignity of a speaker for God is 
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itself evidence of an appreciation of the· stupendous re­
sponsibility of such an office, possible only to a deeply religious 
soul. 

Eighteen years passed from the time of the prophet's con­
secration to his high duties, and the death of Kmg ,Josiah. 
Durin~ that long period, the staple of his preaching was the 
necessity for hearty moral reform if the favour of .Jehovah 
was to be :preserved to the nation. The worship of Baal and 
Astarte, with the sensual abominations of which it was the 
centre, were denounced in every form of earnest oratory. 
That he stood well-nigh alone was of no moment to the faithful 
preacher. He refused to be silent. Public sin, however 
popular, was the object of his unsparing and stern exposure. 
Nor did the restoration of the Temple, or the celebration of the 
Passover, with its formal renewal of the national covenant 
with Jehovah, divert his mind from the fact that these were 
only external reforms. What was wanted, he cried, was not 
the worship of the outward act, but the regeneration of the 
spirit. The newly-found Book of the Law had threatened a 
terrible judoment .on the nation, if it were unfaithful to God; 
and that calamity, the prophet ceaselessly told his country­
men, must come on them if they did not repent and thoroughly 
amend their ways. He had no fixed place for his ministra­
tions. The courts of the Temple, the streets, the open space at 
the city gate-any place where men congregated served for his 
preaching stations. His work, indeed, was mainly done in the 
o:pen air-a lesson to us to-day. The earliest morning heard 
his voice, and, in spite of daily reproach and derision, he con­
tinually returned to his self-sacrificing task. Xo class escaped 
him-the priests, of whom he was one, as little as others. 
Forgetting the sacredness of their calling, they even went 
beyond others in their hostility, and tried to kill him.1 Ke,er 
was a more forlorn hope than that of Jeremiah's ministry. 
Jeers, hatred, treachery, almost made him despair and leave 
things to take their course.2 His heart was crushed by the 
well-nigh universal aversion he incurred, for, beyond most, he 
was a man of tender heart and easily-touched feelings. 

The specially political aspect of Jeremiah's preaching dates 
from the closing years of Josiah, when the vigour of Pharaoh 
Necho on the one hand, and of the young Nebuchadnezzar, the 
general for his father Nabopolassar, on the other, raised the 
question whether Judn.h should seek an alliance on the Nile or 
at Babylon. The prophet en.rnestly urged the latter course, 
and fiercely :pr~nounced a$'ainst_ Egypt. N eutmlity ~eems ~o 
have been his idea, though J osmh. not contented with this, 

1 Jer. xi. 21. ~ Ibid., xv. Ill. 
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and seeking, in his enthusiasm, to oppose the Phn.raoh, perished 
at. Megiddo, a cat.'\Stl'l)phe that was the beginning of the final 
rum l1f J ud:,h. 

Sorely troubled times followed the den.th of Josiah. Jehon.haz 
his Sl1ll ·and successor, was n.llowed to reio·n only three months' 
his election lw the people in their an~ient manner having 
excited the displeasure of Necho, now lQrd-paramount of 
Judah. Carried off to Egypt, he lino-ered there till death, 
~amented by his peorle. " Weep sore fo~· him," cried J eremia~, 
• t~at goeth away, tor he shall return no more, nor see his 

natn-e country."1 

,J ehoiakim, an elder brother of the banished prince, ~vho was 
nominated to his place by the king of Egypt, played an im­
portant part_in the fortunes of the sinking land. The heathen 
party was once more in the ascendant, and with its impiety 
other en.ls -went hand in hand. Forgettin&' the poverty of the 
little state, Jehoiakim sought to emulate the glory of a great 
king. Palaces on the grandest scale were built by him, at the 
cost of intolerable taxation in money and labour on the part of 
his people. Such a course met with the most undaunted 
opposition from Jeremiah. "Woe to him," he calls aloud, in 
one of his discourses, " that buildeth his house by unrighteous­
ness, and his chambers by wrong; that useth his neighbour's 
service without wages, and giveth him not for his work: that 
saith, I -will build me a wide house and large chambers, and 
cutteth him out windows; and it is ceiled with cedar, and 
painted -with ,ermilion."2 Such fearlessness towards even 
the king, -was in keeping with his bearing towards all classes, in 
the utterance of disagreeable truth, exposing their sins. The 
priests and false prophets especially were exasperated at bis 
biting words, and sought to have him put to death, on pretence 
that the opposition he gave to an Egyptian alliance was dis­
loyalty to the State; but the judges, who had probably been 
appointed in the time of Josiah, threw out the cliarge. 

Two years followed, during which Jeremiah was ceaselessly 
before the people as a preacher of righteousness, and an 
opponent of the league with Pharaoh. Babylon, he said, would 
assuredly prevail, and Judah would be broken in pieces by its 
hosts if it did not repent, as a potter's vessel, thrown b;,: him on 
the ground as he spoke, was shattered . to pieces. 3 The first 
violence shown the prophet followed this vivid prediction of 
the ruin of the state ;4 but his words were soon vindicated in 
part by the destruction of Pharaoh's army at Carchemish by 
Nebuchadnezzar, who forthwith pressed forward to Palestine 

1 Jer. xxii. 10. 
3 Ibid., xviii., xix. 

2 Jvirl., xxii. 13, 14. 
' Ibid., xx. 2 et seq. 
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on his way to the Nilo, and carried off a number of citimrn~ t)) 

Babxlon, with a largo proportion of the vessels and treasures of 
the l'emple.1 

J orom1ah had fled from J crusalem some time before this, but 
returned a year after the withdrawal of the Chal<lmans. Once 
more before his countrymen, his bearing wa.'I marked by the 
same calm fidelity as in past years. Causing Baruch, his 
secretary, to write out a copy of all his deliverances respectinc, 
Judah, and read them at a great public feast, ,Jehoiakim sum~ 
moned the offender to appear at the palace. The terrible 
threats of the prophet were more, however, than he could 
brook, and snatching the roll he burned it piece by piece in 
the brasier then alight in the room. Jeremiah and Baruch 
had once more to flee; this time apparently to Babylon.2 The 
king received no more warnings ; his doom was approaching. 
Three years later he lay a dishonoured corpse outside the 
gates, slain apparently in some fray with bands from other 
parts of Palestine, sent by the Chaldrean Sultan. 

J ehoiachin, or J econiah, son and successor of J ehoiakim, 
had reigned only three months when Jerusalem was forced to 
_yield to Nebuchadnezzar, who carried off the young prince, 
with the best of the people and all the treasure he could 
gather, to Babylon, and set up the last king of Judah, Zedekiah. 
Well meaning but weak, this unhappy man was the plaything 
of the different factions into which the little state was tom. 
In vain Jeremiah warned him against offending Chaldrea. His 
chief men supported Egypt, and he had not resolution enough 
to oppose them. The ena was inevitable. After eleven years 
of shame and humiliation, during which the profhet had 
suffered much, Jerusalem was once more taken by :N ebuchad­
nezzar ; Zedekiah blinded and led off to Babylon; his sons 
slain before him ; his city burned ; all the prisoners taken by 
the enemy carried off to Bal;>ylon, and Judah left desolate. 
The resistance had been brave, and the punishment was in 
proportion severe. During the siege Jeremiah had suftered 
the most cruel treatment. Shut up at one time in a sub­
terranean dungeon under the Temple grounds, at another he 
was· cast into o. hug-e ro.in-oistern, dug out in the ground, 
and would have died there but for timely interference. 
Detention in the barrack-court of the king's guard was the 
least he had to endure. 

After the siege it was the prophet's intention to stay in 
Judah and do what he could towaras building up some kind of 
community to perpetuate the nation. The murder of Gednliah, 
the govornor appomted by Nebuchadnezzar, was, however, fatal 

1 2 Chron. xxxvi. G, 7 ; Dnn. i. 1. ~ Jer. xiii. 
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to tl~is plnn. In their terror a great numb.or of the J ows still 
left m the country fled to Egypt, and forcibly took Joromiah 
with them. From th:it time he vanishes from history, except­
ing in two brief notices of his foretelling the erection of 
K ebuchadnezzar's throne at the entry of l)lrnraoh's palace at 
Tahpanhes. on the Delta, when the Jewish colony was settled, 
and of his dyin~ protest against the idolatry of his countrymen 
at a great hea,then feast which he attended., He is said to 
ha,e been stoned to death for this or a similar attempt to turn 
the transgressors from their evil ways. 

The style of Jeremiah was suited to the times. Glowing 
appeals like those of Isaiah or Micah would have been out of 
p~a~e w1:ien almost all hope of national repentance was lost. 
L1nng m an age when the cup of his rpeople's iniquity was 
nearly full, the later prophet was required rather to warn and 
denounce, if, by any possibility, the doom impending over 
Judah might be averted. The deep shadow thus hanging over 
his beloved country filled his soul with a touching sorrow 
which runs like a deep sigh through all his utterances. Gifted 
with genius capable of lofty flights, he seldom gives the reins 
to it, contenting himself with plain and forcible addresses, as 
free as possible from poetical flights, which might have diverted 
his audiences from the stern facts of their position. 

Gentle, sensitive, and yielding, Jeremiah seemed ill-fitted for 
the office of a true prophet in such times. He might count on 
bitter mockery and insult. Misapprehension was certain to 
follow his attempts to bend his countrymen from their chosen 
courses, for the grounds he advanced seemed unpatriotic and 
harsh. Yearning for peace and love, averse by nature from 
strife and controversy, he was yet forced by his office to put 
himself in antagonism to his generation, till the opposition he 
raised made him long for a home in the wilderness, to be away 
from the strife of tongues. 

But with; all his tenderness, Jeremiah was a man of the 
rarest courage. No difficulties moved him. He was ready to 
dare the fury of the king or the nobles, or the madness of the 
people, with equal calmness. In private he might regret that 
he had ever been born, but in public he was always a hero. 

The limits of an article force me to omit many details of the 
greatest interest. Modern criticism has disturbed th_e v:at~rs 
of life less as they flow through the channel of J erem1ah s in­

spiration than in some other parts of the Ancient Scriptures. 
But it would be a hopeless and wretched task to follow the 
destructives in their airy speculations and bold assertions, nor 
would the readers of a magazine like this thank me for weary-

i Jer. xliii., xliv. 
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ing them with an essay on a subject so inevitably dry. )lay I 
be pardoned if I refer my readers to my " Hours with the 
Bible," in the fifth volume of which they will find not only a 
full picture of the man and his times, but a translation of hi~ 
prophecies inserted in the narrative at the proper historical 
aate of each. 

CUNNINGHAll GEIKIE. 

~Iorr.egp.onb.ena. 

THE DIVINE PRESENCE IN THE CHURCH. 

Sm, 
To the Editor of THE CHURCIIMA.!'l. 

I feel obliged to Archdeacon Perowne for directing my attention 
to some statements in a paper of which as a whole he seems to appro..-e, 
but these portions of which he thinks not worded so exactly as they 
might be, and needing explanation. They relate to one of the most 
abstruse and difficult points in theology-the Divine Presence in the 
Church ; perhaps in itself unfathomable, but full also of exegetical diffi­
culties. An attempt at too great brevity in the paper alluded to has 
probably produced some obscurity (brevis esse laboro, etc.); but, however 
full the discussion may he, it may fail of having satisfactorily solved the 
problem. A writer must at last fall back on Bramhall's profession, " It 
is not impossible that some unwilling error may have escaped me, but 
certainly I am most free from the wilful love of error. In questions of 
inferior nature, Christ regards a charitable intention more than a right 
opinion." As the subject is of general interest, I propose to make some 
observations upon it ; which I hope, too, may lend greater precision to 
the statements in the paper. I wish it, however, to be understood, that I 
rather seek to elicit the opinions of others than to impose one of my own. 

The first thing will be to state the bare elements of the problem as 
they lie on the surface of Scripture. 

I. It will not, I presume, be questioned that, as the paper has it, 
" Christ the incarnate Son " is, in a very real sense, '' no longer upon 
earth, but has passed into the heavens." He Himself explicitly announced 
His impending departure to His disciples : "I go to prepare a pince for 
yo?" (John xiv. 2); "Now I go My way to Him that sent Me" (ibid., 
XVI. 5) ; "I go to My Father, and ye see Me no more" ( ibid., 10) ; 
and, what is sometimes not sufficiently noted, this His departure was 
~ctunlly the condition of a g,.·eater blessing. Not the presence of the 
incarnate Son on earth, but His absence, insured the gift of the Holy 
~host.1 "If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but 
if I depart I will send Him unto you " (John xvi. 7). And we read in 
Acts i. that Christ did actually thus depo.rt. 
. II. Yet the so.me incarnate Son promises or announces, surely in some 
important sense, His continual presence in and with the Church. '' I 

1 Even Dean Alford on l\fott. xxYiii. 20 can say II The presence of th~ Spirit ii 
the clfoot of the presonce of Christ;" of the absence, Christ Himself :s..'\ys. 
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will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you" (John xiv. 18); cnn 
we confine this to the resurrection, or the Pal'o11~ia ! "We," i.e., the 
Father and I. " will come unto him and make our abode with him" 
(ibid., 23). "Ye have l1eard how I ~~id unto you, I go nway, and come 
again unto you" (ibid., 28). In seeming agreement with this language 
are the promises, " ,vhere two or three are gathered in My name, there 
am I in the midst" (:Matt. xviii. 20), and "Lo, I am with you alway, 
e,en unto the end of the world" (ibid., xxviii. 20) ; which seem to imply 
not a temporary but an abiding presence of Christ Himself in the Church. 
Acc-0rdingly, we find later on such expressions as, "Christ dwelling in our 
he.arts by faith., (Ephes. iii. l 'i) ; '' Christ in us the hope of glory" 
(C<:-1. i._ ~7) : " Christ living in us" (Gal. ii. 21) ; " Christ formed in us" 
(1b1d.1 1v. 1~): "Christ our life" (Col. iii. 4), evidently our spiritual life; 
•· I m.11 come t-0 him, and sup with him, and he with Me" (Rev. iii. 20). 

Ill. We have yet a third element to introduce. Christ promises that 
though as the incarnate Son He should depart, He nevertheless would 
•· send.'' or vouchsafe to His Church, not merely a Comforter, or Para­
clete, but "another Comforter," a real Vicar, to take His place, and dis­
charge offices which He Himself would have discharged had He remained 
on earth. This Paraclete is not the Father, for the Father is said to send 
Him (John xiv. 26). He is called the Holy Ghost. He accordingly came 
on the day of Pentecost, and thenceforward appears as the active ad­
ministrator on earth of this dispensation, i.e., in the offices connected 
irith calling, quickening, enlightening, imparting spiritual gifts, etc. He 
evidently acts as a Person, not a mere influence (Acts xiii., Rom. viii.); 
the Church is His temple (I Cor. vi. 19, Ephes. ii. 22) ; and the bodies of 
the saints will rise again because of His indwelling in them (Rom. viii. 11). 

Here then, evidently, are portions of divine truth not easy of adjust­
ment. Christ seems absent, yet present; present, yet absent ; present, 
yet represented by a divine Vicar ; and Vicarius, in common parlance, est 
absentis. Even the Father seems to be present in the Church as Christ 
is, and as the Holy Ghost is. Is there any hypothesis by which this 
apparent inaccuracy of language may be explained? If the Trinitarian 
doctrine is true it acconnts for it. For if the three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity are one God as regards" the substance," then where the Father 
is the Son must be, and where the Son is the Holy Ghost must be, and 
-cu:e rersa. God dwells in the Church, and if He does so, each Trinitarian 
Person does so too. And so far, i.e., in reference to the divine indwell­
ing, it seems that Christ may be said to be the Holy Ghost, and vice versa; 
and if, on the ground of the Trinitarian doctrine, there may be this inter­
change between them, it explains how Christ might say at one time, "I 
go away," and at another, "I come again." It is, in fact, an application 
of the old canon, Opera Trinitatis ad extra indivisa sunt: works such as 
creation, redemption, sanctification, are works of the whole Trinity aa 
regards "the substance;" God creates, God redeems, God sanctifies : 
while workB ad intra (generation, procession) can only be predicated of 
the Person t-0 whom they belong. It does not follow, then, that if a 
writer should F-ay, "Christ dwelling in the Church is the Holy Ghost," he 
confounds the Persons, any more than St. Paul can be supposed to do 
when in Rom. viii. 9 he says, "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of His," and then in the very next verse, by an almost uncon­
scious transition, says, "And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because 
of sin," etc. He seems t-0 have considered the two Persons, not in reference 
t-0 works (1/1 intra-in which point of view it would be improper to say, 
The Father is the Son, or the Son is the Holy Ghost-but in reference 
io workB cvl eztra, of which sanctification is one ; which works, though 
the Church in her dogmatic statements, founded on those of Scripture, 
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mo.kes them " termino.te in," i.e., epecifically ascribes them to, one Person 
(n.e our Co.techiem ho.s it, "God the Son who redeemed me," "God the 
Holy Ghost who eo.nctifieth me"), yet being performed by the Godhead 
"the eubeto.nce" of the Trinity, admit, as will have been seen in th~ 
Scripture-statements, of greater laxity of ascription. And it must be re­
membered that the Trinity of Scripture, though it implies and ultimat.ely 
rests on the ontological Trinity, the Trinity in and per se, is always the 
ceconomical Trinity, the Trinity of redemption, as befits the practical aim 
of revelo.tion. Thus, if I am not mistaken, no expreBBion is more common 
in good authors than "Christ dwells in the Church by His Spirit;" which 
involves three statements: 1. That Christ dwells in the Church ; 2. That 
He does so by His divine Vicar the Spirit ; 3. That, in this point r.,j 1:ieu:, 
Christ and the Spirit may be said to be one. Yet no one supposes the 
writers intend to confound the Persons. To take another striking ex­
ample from Scripture itself, Archdeacon Perowne asks, "Where does it 
ever say that Christ is the Holy Ghost?" Perhaps nowhere in express 
terms. But let me refer him to the. remarkable passage, 2 Cor. iii. 17, 
"The Lord is the Spirit" (ro 1rVEvµ.a). It seems generally agreed among 
commentators that by " the Lord" is meant Christ ; and there is little 
doubt in my minct, judging from the context, that by " the Spirit" is 
meant the Holy Ghost. Here, then, we have St. Paul using, in slightly 
different terms, the very expression complained of ; and he seems to 
have done so because he had in his mind not the ontological Trinit.. 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost as abstract immanent relations, but the 
Trinity of redemption, our Saviour-God in His various redeeming acts ; 
in short, it was " the substance" which tbe Apostle, in such a stat.e­
ment, had chiefly in view. It must always be remembered that what 
we mean by personality-i.e., will, intelligence, etc.-belongs to "the 
substance," the Godhead, not to "the Persons," who are not persons 
in the sense which we usually attach to that word, but merely m.odi sub­
sistendi, or relations, though immanent and eternal. 

And in this sense, i.e., as referring to the Trinity of redemption, the ex­
pressions in THE CHURCHMAN pape(must be taken. The question was not 
whether the Son and the Holy Ghost, ad intra, are one (which they are 
not), but whether as regards the opus ad extra of dwelling in the Church 
we may not say that Christ dwells in the Church by His divine -Vicar, 
the Spirit, or even that the Holy Ghost is Christ in the Church. Never­
theless, however Scripture may seem, from time to time, to overleap these 
distinctions, it behoves uninspired writers to be careful what language 
they use. Let then the passages in the paper be thus worded : "So far 
forth as the Holy Ghost is Christ's divine Vicar, He is a Vicar; but as 
divine, He must be one with the Principal ; the same Christ, therefore, 
as regards the Godhead, Who 1;omforted and instructed the apostles (· He 
shall receive of mine and shall show it unto you '), but under another 
form" (the expression modus subsistendi had better be avoided. as it is a 
technical expression belonging to the ontological Trinity). That is, in 
effect, Christ dwells in us, or in the Church, by His Spirit. This is all 
that I intended to convey, o.nd all that is necessary to the argument ; 
which was that the Redeemer Christ, or the Son incarnate, is not on earth 
but in heaven, and therefore cannot be said to be the active administrator 
in the Church, and yet is represented bra Vicar Who is virtually Himself. 
And it seems as if the language of Scripture were purposely constructed 
~o leo.d to this solution of the problem. Nor do I see how the statements 
m the po.per, thus explained, differ materially from those of one of our 
most cautious divines-Waterland. "This" (the promise of Christ. 
John xvi. 13), he says, "is not to be so understood as if the Holy Ghost 
were now our sole Conductor, exclusive of the other two divine persons ; 
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for our blessed Lord, in the very same pince where He p1·omises to send 
the Comforter to ' abide with us for ever,' promises also that the Father 
and Himself shall n111ke the like abode with us. Elsewhere He promises 
to His disciples His own spiritual presence, to continue with them ns long 
as the Church or the world should last (Matt. xxviii. 20). From all 
which it is plain that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost are equally present to good men in all ages of the Chu1·ch; nnd 
that when our Lord spake of Bis departing, and leaving the world, He 
meant it merely of His bodily absence ; and because, from the time of the 
Ascension, He was to be present only in a spiritual and invisible way, as 
a spirit. and together with the Holy Spirit ;1 therefore Be considered Hie 
Church from thenceforwards as being peculiarly under the guidance of 
the Holy Ghost, though, strictly speaking, it is under the spiritual guid­
ance of all the three Persons. Hence it is that such spiritual guidance ,is 
sometimes ascribed to the Father, sometimes to the Son, sometimes to 
the Holy Ghost, as it is the common work of all ; and may be indifferently 
and promiscuously attributed to any of them singly, or to all of them to­
gether.·•~ Waterland would be the last man to "confound the Persons ;" 
but if be can say that an effect, i.e., a work ad extra, may be" indiffer­
ently aLd promiscuously attributed to any of them singly," it seems he 
might almost !'3.J, in a popular way, that so far a8 the effect is concerned, 
one Person is virtually the same as another, or occupies the place of that 
other. 

The readers of these remarks of W aterland will perhaps perceive a 
point in them not sufficiently cleared up, though their general purport is 
plain. ·• Bis own spiritual presence ;" does this mean His presence by 
the Holy Ghost, or a spiritual presence besides that of the Holy Ghost? 
From the expression "together with the Holy Spirit," we might infer the 
latter. '' He was to be present only in a spiritual and invisible way, as a 
spirit;" as the Holy Spirit, or as another spirit? (See note 2.) These 
points W aterland does not define for Ut!. Passing from personal ex­
planations, I conclude this letter with a few remarks on them. 

It will have been seen that throughout the foregoing observations I 
proceed upon the rubric of the Church of England in what appears to be 
its plain and literal sense ; "The natural" (even glorified) "body and 
blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven and not here ; it being 
against the truth of Christ's natural body to be -at one time in more 
places than one" (Communion Service); and my attempt has been to 
show that we do not need any presence of Christ the Redeemer on earth 
to reconcile the varying statements of Scripture ; they being reconcilable 
by the hypothesis that Christ may be said to be present, or to dwell, in the 
Church in and by the Holy Ghost. Yet it is well known that a large 
proportion of Christendom not only does teach that there ia a presence of 
Christ besides that of the Holy Ghost upon earth, but that the Redeemer 
Christ thus present is the principal direct source of spiritual life. Every 
reader of modern Romish theology must have noted the emphasis which 
it lays on the Incarnation, as distinguished from other facts of redemp­
tion. The Church, says Mohler, i11 the continued Incarnation of Christ. 
The Sacrament!! are "an extension of the Incarnation." This language 
hu been frequently used by certain writers of our own communion. It 
is to be regretted that even Hooker (always "judiciouA "?) gives occasional 
countenance to these physical theories : e.g., " His Church Be frameth 
out of the very flesh, the very wounded and bleeding side of the Son of 

1 How can He be present as a divine spirit, together with the Holy GhoHt, 
anc,ther divine Hpirit, unless both are one: ! 

i Sermon X..XVI., on Romans viiL 14.. 
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Mcm ;" "Even from the flesh of Christ our bodies do receive the life 
that shall make them glorious" (E. P., c. 56). St. Paul, on the con­
trary, says that we sho.11 rise again because of the Holy Spirit Who dwells 
in us (Rom. viii. 11 ). In this system the Redeemer Christ becomes the 
direct source of spiritual life (He is indeed 10 indirectly), and the office of 
the Holy Ghost seems very much reduced to the bringing of Christ down 
again to earth, to discharge the offices of qnickening, sanctifying, etc. 
•.rhus the Greek Church, and the ancient liturgies, teach that it is the 
Holy Ghost Who changes the bread and wine into the body and blood of 
Christ, which body and blood are the true nourishment of the soul unto life 
eternal. May we not say that in this, and kindred theories, the office of 
the Holy Ghost, as set forth in Scripture, is, if not ignored, very much 
"lost sight of" ? 

It is open, however, to question whether the words of Christ respecting 
Himself do not imply, as Waterland seems to suggest, a double divine 
presence in the Church, one of Christ Himself, the other of the Holy 
Ghost. The Lutherans, Protestants as they are, hold an illocalis prrese:ntia 
of Christ, a presence exempt from the laws of space, on which the doctrine 
of consubstantiation rests. That is, it may be a question whether the 
presence of Christ as God, which all acknowledge, "the essential deity" 
of the paper, by virtue of which He is everywhere present, exhausts and 
explains these promises of Christ respecting Himself, "I will come,'' etc. 
On this point I do not venture to speak with confidence. Being myself 
inclined, in accordance, as I believe, with the rubric quoted, to the opinion 
that there is no presence of the incarnate Son on earth, except through 
the Holy Ghost, I am compelled to understand Christ's statements 
respecting Himself, as the incarnate Son, as fulfilled in the presence of 
the Holy Ghost; for which fact I can find no better expression than, 
"The Holy Ghost is Christ's divine Vicar." All language, indeed, must 
on this point be more or less inaccurate. 

One thing seems plain : They who adopt the theory of a presence 
of Christ as well as that of the Holy Ghost, and yet are disinclined to the 
"physical theories " mentioned in the paper ( i.e., assign their full force 
and meaning to what Scripture states respecting the work of the Holy 
Ghost amongst us), must regard Christ's presence as a comparatively 
otiose, inoperative one, so as to avoid an appearance of the clashing of the 
two Presences. Under this aspect, the doctrine is hardly of much dog­
matical import. We may admit it, and yet also admit that the Holy Ghost 
is the active administrator on earth of this dispensation. Thus, e.g., ii we 
attenuate the promises of Christ respecting Himself so as to mean, as the 
same Hooker, as quoted by Archdeacon Perowne, strangely enough seems 
to do, the image or memory of Christ in the mind produced by the teach­
ing of the Holy Ghost-like the image of 11. ship in the mind, while the 
reality is on the waves-we certainly do obtain a sort of presence of 
Christ, but hardly an active operative one ; at least hardly so acti.e a 
?DO as seems implied in the passages of Scripture 11.bove alluded to. An 
lll1;Date in my house may so interest me respecting an absent friend as to 
raise in my mind a very vivid conception of him ; but does this amount 
to the friend's coming "to sup with me, and I with him"? 

Such are some of the difficulties that beset the subject. Discuss them 
we may and ought ; solve them we probably never shall. Meanwhile, 
by the statement of them, something is gained ; it may draw attention 
to _the subject, elicit opinions, and perhaps eventually lead to some light 
bemg thrown on the mystery. 

I am, yours truly, 
E. A. LITT,lX. 

NAUNTON RECTORY, T<-1', 41/,, 
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THE CIIr-RCII QC.:.-tRTERLr RlffIETV AND WICLIF. 

Sm, 
I should be much obliged to you to allo,v me to mnko some obser­

l"ations in THE CIH'RCHMAN on an article in the Cliw·cli Quarterly Review 
for October. entitled "Cardinal Repyngdon and the Followers of 
Wiclif." The writer, nfter having noticed Professor Bunows' work, 
and my own "Life of Wiclif," which has been published by the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, writes: "There has been nothing 
to impersede or improve upon the well-known volumes of Lewis, Vaughan, 
Shirley, and Lechler." No,\', I may say for myself and for Professor 
Burrows, that we ha,e no wish to supersede them in so far as they are 
reliable authorities. But while we admit that Lewis's, and perhaps 
"Vaughan's, works may still, on a few points, be used with advantage, we 
must at the =e time maintain that, since they wrote in 1720 and 1853, 
we ha,e obtained information about Wiclif which renders part of their 
worl..-s_ inaccurate. The works are, therefore, to some extent, superseded. 
We msh to do all honour to Dr. Shirley on account of his catalogue of 
the works of Wiclif, which he has ascertained to be genuine, with the 
dates of the years when they were written, as well as on account of his 
preface to the "Fasciculi Zizaniorum." But the latter, though valuable 
as far as it goes, is necessarily imperfect, as it is only a sketch of Wiclif's 
life. All these lives may, therefore, easily be improved upon. Dr. 
Lechler has indeed given a valuable life of Wiclif, partly the result of 
the examination of the Vienna manuscripts, but it is not adapted for 
popular reading. Our object was to improve upon that "life," and the 
other "lives," by giving, in a popular form, and in a small volume, the 
information drawn from them, and from all the available sources, includ­
ing Wiclif's works. The Reviewer admits that I have been, to some 
extent, snccessful, when he says that the work "contains considerable 
information." He charges me, however (n. 1, p. 61), with inaccuracy in 
having de!\Cribed Richard the Hermit" as a chantry priest of Ham pole," 
and with having stated (p. 72, n. 3) that Hereford, who aided Wiclif in 
the translation of the Bible, did not recant. I can only say that the 
learned editors of the Wiclifite versions of the Bible are my authority 
for the first statement, and that Dr. Vaughan has given good evidence of 
the trnth of the latter assertion. 

My book is described as "somewhat of a medley." I can only say in 
reply that everyone says that there is a logical coherence between the 
di1Ierent parts, and that all the information commended by the Reviewer 
tends to illustrate the subject. 

Again, we are told (p. 61) that Wiclif "was not the first to translate 
the Scriptures into the vernacular " ! 

Again, we are told (p. 61) that there "was nothing new or unheard-of 
in the utterance~ put forth by Wiclif." This is an incorrect statement. 
Bernard of Clairvaux, Arnold of Brescia William of Ockham, Richard 
FitzRalph, Archbishop of Armagh, and others, had indeed lifted up their 
voices against the Mendicant brothers, or one or more of the following 
abuses and corruptions : the temporal power of the Popes, the simony, 
the usury, the venality, the worldliness, the vices and crimes of the 
Church and Court of Rome. But they did not assail the doctrinal system 
of the Papacy. Wiclif, however, occupies a grander position than 
Gror;steste or any of his predecessors, because he not only assailed every 
one of the abuses and corruption11 already mentioned, but also because 
be was the fil'llt who, with the sacred Scriptures in bis hands, pushed his 
inquiries into every part of her doctrinal system, and showed that she 
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h'1:d c~~upted 0.8 well 88 mutilated "the faith once delivered unto the 
HO.JDt8, 

Again, we are told (p. 61) that "it is idle to hope toconetractasys~m 
of doctrine from his writings, or to find there a dogmatic theology which 
may be trnsted." We have here another erroneom1 statement. I have 
11hown by quotations from his works in my" Life of Wiclif" (pp. 2[,1-2fji). 
that Wiclif held all the truths of Holy Scripture, and opposed all the 
errors of the Church of Rome, brought forward in the Articles and 
formularie~ of our Church, with the single exception of purgatory. <m 
which he speaks with a hesitating utterance; that he declares distinctly 
his belief in the real spiritual presence of Christ in the Eucharist, justifi­
cation by faith, original sin, and II!an's moral inability to tarn to Go.-i; 
and that he condemns the invocation of the saints, the worship of the 
Virgin Mary, indulgences, works of supererogation, image worship, and. 
in a modified sense, the sacrifice of the Mass. 

UTl'll:RDY, NEAR LOUTH, LINCOLNSHIRE, 
November 7th, 1884. 

ARTHUR R. PEN:SJNGTOS' 
(Canon of Lincoln). 

~hort ~otic.es . 

.A Charge to the Clergy of the Diocese of Liverpool. Delivered in St. Peter·s 
Cathedral on Tuesday, October 21, 1884, at his second visitation. 
By JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D., Lord Bishop of Liverpool. London: 

.Hunt. Liverpool: Holden; 48, Church Street. 

COPIOUS extracts from this Charge have been given in the Ruord and 
the Guardian; and we may content ourselves with touching upon 

two or three points in its review of diocesan work and progrei;s. 
As regards the diocese, the Charge contains much valuable mformation, in 

small compas8, and expressed with the Bishop's usual force :i.nd clearness. 
He speaks of unfavourable and unfair criticisms to which Churchmen of 
the new See are frequently subjected ; and he shows that there is not a 
diocese in England or Wales in which the Established Church has to work 
under such disadvantages and difficulties as in the new Diocese of Liverpool. 
For instance, there is a lamentable lack of clergy. "The West Derby 
"Hundrnd of Lauca~hire," says the Bishop, " which forms the new See of 
"Liverpool, r.ontains a population of little less than 1,200,000. For thiis 
"immense mass of people we have only 187 incumbents with Parochial 
•• Di~tricts. LE>t this proportion be compared with that of the six dioceses 
"which exceed Liverpool in population. In York there are 630 incum­
" bents for 1,300,000 people ; in Manchester, 4\:J0 for :!,300,000 ; in Ripon, 
"4!10 for J,G00,000; in Worcester, 480 for 1,200,000; in London, iiOO for 
"3,000,000 : and in Rocheste1·, more than 300 for 1,600,000. Of course I 
"have used round numbers. Nor is this all. Out of the 187 consecmted 
'' churches in our new diocese, no less than 137 have been built siuee the 
"year 1800, nnd nre churches practically without endowment, aud 
'· dcpendont upon pew rents and voluntary offeriugs. As to livings well 
"endo\\ ed with rectorial titheR or lands, such as ,·ou may find by hundreds 
"in somo counties of England, I cannot find t\\·enty in the whole West 

VOL. XI.-NO. LXIII. Q 
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'' Derby Hund1-ro. And, to crown all, out of the 187 incumbencies, the 
"inc?me of at least 100 does not exceed £;l00 a year; and in many ce.ses 
"an incumbent with £300 a year has 8,000 or 10,000 l?eoplo, orevon more, 
"under his charge! I doubt whether there is anythmg like this state of 
"things in the Church of England from the Isle of Wight up to Berwick­
" on-Tweed.'' Ai;rain. the peculiar and exceptional character of the popu­
lation is II difficulty; and thirdly, much of the usual diocesan machinery 
is in Liverpool conspict'lous by its absence. The Bishop, e.g., bas scarcely 
any patronage. In short, the diocese is thoroughly undermanned e.nd 
imperfect!~- equipped. But the Bishop has not the slightest feeling of 
despondency. He asks only for time ; and with the blessing of God, the 
?,iocese will yield her increase. The wants, indeed, are great and press­
mg-~ore m~mey, and more men. Yet, in looking around, the Bishop 
notes mcreasmg energy, and tokens of zealous, sound, and successful 
work. He thanks God and takes coura~e. 

His lord.ship refers to the Premier's remark in the House of Commons 
as to the ." extremely disgraceful religious census" of Liverpool ; and he 
says : "Intentionally or not, I think Mr. Gladstone may have done us 
good service by giving wide publicity to a startling fact." He points out 
the causes of such a census, and adds : 

The plain truth is, that in the last two or three generations the Established 
Church has allowed many districts in Liverpool to slip completely out of its 
fingers, and a population has grown up of people who are practically no man's 
parishioners. I declare I know no more pitiable condition than that of a Liverpool 
incumbent at the north or south ends of our city, with eight, or ten, or twelve 
thousand working people under his charge, and an income of about £300 a year. 

What is the remedy for such a deplorable state of things? The multi­
plication of living agents (paid agents and volunteers), and an 01·ganized 
system of aggres;sive evangelization. But a really important point is this­
a snperannuation fund for worn-out incumbents. What can you expect 
in a parish, say of five thousand souls, where the incumbent is old, or 
infirm, or a chronic invalid, or pressed down by poverty? 

The Bishop of Liverpool, a man of commanding abilities, is now and 
then censoriously criticized. His Protestantism is not squeezable-a great 
offence to some-and in ecclesiastical matters he takes his own line. 
N everthele£S, in spite of a clique, he is staunchly supported in his diocese ; 
and his influence within it, as well as outside it, has steadily increased. 

The Empire of the Hiltit,es;. By WILLIAM WmGHT, B.A., D.D. With 
Decipherment of Hittite Inscriptions, by Professor A. H. SAYCE, 
Pp. 200. Nisbet and Co. 

Attention was directed to this book as soon as it was published, a week 
or two ago, by an interesting letter from the Prime Minister. A worthy 
review will appear, we hope, in an early CHURCHMAN. In the meantime 
we may touch upon a single point. On page 84 we read : 

Professor Sayce feele very confident that the Hittite aculptures, as well ae their 
language, stamps them as a non-Semitic people. "The Hittite proper names," 
he says, "preaerved on the Egyptian and .Aasyrian monuments, show that the 
Hittites did not speak a Semitic language. The Hittite aculptures further show 
that they did not belong to a Semitic race. Their featureH and physical type are 
th080 of a northern people ; and their northern origin iH confirmed by their nee of 
bc,ots, which iJ! at lea.Ht RH old RH their writing, aince the boot ia one of the 
c,,mmonest of the Hittite hieroglyphica. The bootH are alwaya rcpreHented with 
turned-up ttJe11, like the mountaineers of ABia Minor and Greece at the present 
day." 

In the Preface, upon thi11 ~oint, w~ find the followi_ng importa!lt com­
munication, sent to Dr. W11ght while the book was m type, o. discovery 
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completing the cha.in of evidence which binds the recently discovered in­
scriptions to the Hittites. Professor Be.yce wrote : 

When visiting the Rarneeeeum at Thebes with two friend• one da.ylaat winter, 
I noticed that in the great tableau which represents the conquest of the Hittites 
at Kadeeh, by Rarneees II., many of the Hittite warriors were depicted with boot.., 
the encle of which were turned-11p. Neither Ro,iellini, who copied the BCUlptnre, 
nor the numerous visitors, including my1relf, who bad previoUR!y examined it, had 
ever observed this fa.et before, We were unable to do more at the time than note 
the fact; but a week or two afterwards I returned to the Hp<>t with Mr. W. 
Myers, and made a careful Hurvey of the picture. I then found that, on the right 
hand (or southern) side of the tableau, a.11 the Hittites who were clothed, or whose 
feet were uninjured by the weather, wore boots with turned-up ends, while this 
wa.e the case with none of the figures on the left-band ei~. Either, therefore, two 
different artiste must have been employed on the works, or else different races 
were intended to be represented in the Hittite army. While I WM looking at the 
picture, Mr. Myers called me a.way to a. smaller tableau of the same event, carved 
on an inner wall of the temple. Here the Hittites were all of them provided with 
boots, the toes of which were turned up in an exaggerated way, Evidently, 
therefore, it was a characteristic whlch had especially struck the Egyptian artist. 
It is curious to find that this portion of the old national costume snrvi ved among 
the Hittites, who bad settled in the warm valley of the Orontes ; illlCh boot.a, or 
rather snow-shoes, admirably adapted as they were for the snow-clad ranges of the 
Ta.urns, being wholly out of place in Syria. 

Weapons of Christian W a1:fare. Sermons by the late Rev. WILLUY 
THORNTON, M.A., of Kingsthorpe Hall. With Preface by the Rev. 
B. F. SMITH, M.A., Rector of Crayford, Chaplain to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. Hatcha.rds~ 

"Many of these Sermons," writes Canon Smith, " were addressed to 
the congregation of my former church, St. Paul's, Rusthall, as part of 
that voluntary ministry which it was Mr. Thornton's delight t-0 exer­
cise." Canon Smith refers to the noble Christian character of his friend, 
and remar~s that he had '' a mind of singular grasp and culture." 
Certainly, these sermons-earnest, thoughtful, and to a large erlent 
expository-will be ree.d with profit by many outside the circle (a wide 
one) of Mr. Thornton's friends. 

Bramble Cloisters. By J. W. PITCHFORD. Pp. 120. Elliot Stock. 
A year or two ago we had the pleasure of receiving a volume by 

Mr. Pitchford ; and we are pleased to recommend the work before us. 
Poetry, of literary grace and power, which is both soothing and sugges­
tive, breathing Christian trust and patience-

A book of rest, of quiet pleasant thoughts, 

is always welcome. This volume, too, has rare attractions, in the way of 
cover, p11per, type; and so forth (the.t de.inty antique for which Mr. Elliot 
Stock is fe.med), and makes a truly beautiful gift-book. We must give 
a bit of the poet's prelude, thus : 

Conned in the ingle light or comer seat 
When shine the roofs ,vith rnin, and windows streiun, 
Or haply stretched upon the hillside thyme, 
In the dear quiet of the summer day-
There may my book be read ; there let it breathe 
Deep restfulness, and unexacting peace : 
For I would have it like to a tangled wood, 
Down whose sweet silences &nd dim arc.'\des 
Trip goutiest echoes of the rippling wind 
Amon~ the tr11cs, with quiet, shunbrous hush, 
And pmy smoll, flutter l\lld chirp of bird, 
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Glimpse of fields and wood~ and dim blue hillM ; 
\\nile near, in nature's sweet disorde1· found, 
Brambles and bines and many a lurking flower: 
A book of re,;t, of quiet plel\S&nt thoughts. 

Life ill tlie White Bear's De-11. By A. L. 0. E. With illustrations. Gall 
and Inglis. 

This Tale of Labrador, by A. L. 0. E., needs scarcely a line of com­
mendatlon. It was written, we read, as a pair to "Life in the Eagle's 
Nest·· (which we have not i;een) ; it is full of interest and of spiritual 
power. The work of the Moravians is justly lauded. 
Obi/er Dicta. Second edition. Elliot Stock. 1884. 

'.{'his collection of es...«ays-a dainty book-was lately prai~ed in the 
Time.<, and we are not surpri~ed to see a second edition. With the 
flattering notice of the leading journal. as regards the literary merits of 
the work, we are not dii;po~ed to find fault. The author's style has 
many charms; but here and there, in the midst of what is "brilliant," 
pointed, witty, appears something that is flippant. Sometimes, too, the 
argument is weak. The reference to perversions seems to us especially 
snperficial. The author says : 

It used to be thought a euffkient explan11.tion to say either that the man was 
"&n a._,,,,," or that it was "all those Ritualists." But gradually it became apparent 
that the pervert was not always an ass, and that the ritualists had nothing to do 
with it. 

How does the author account for it ? Why thus : A person of reli­
gious spirit is alarmed at the prevalence of infidelity; the Church of 
Rome says : "I. and I alone, have never coquetted with the spirit of the 
age." The person submits. and has rest. But how many perverts, we 
ask. were thus alarmed ? Let anyone look at the list of perverts pub­
lished by (Roman Catholic) authority, and he will fiud that the great 
mass of the perverts " went over" throngh Tractarian teaching. There 
isn't a doubt about it. Some, like Mr. Hope Scott, thought of the" one 
will" (CHCRCBMAN, vol. x., p. 228). Others preferred the Mass to the Com­
munion. And, recently, some, like Lord Ripon, doubted as to Anglican 
Orders. No doubt, just now, the number of Ritualists going over is not 
largP- ; but the reaFon is tbat they can get nearly all they like within a 
Prote~tant Chllrch. Two or tbree men of intellect, at the present time, 
probably, go over through feelings which the author of "Obiter Dicta" 
describes. They have doubts; they are alarmed and restless; tbey give 
up their liberty, and swalJow a dogma imposed upon a Church (largely 
opposed to the dogma) by a Je!!uit clique; and they say, "Now I have 
no r~ponsibility; my soul may rest." But if such pervert11 had duly 
considered the state of a land where Popery has had full play-say 
France or Italy-tbey would have.thought twice, nay thrice, before they 
submitted to the Pope's yoke. 
Ar11,Q11g tl,e Stars. Wonderful Things in the Sky. By AGNES GnmHNI-:, 

author of "Sun, Moon, and Stars," etc. Seeley and Co., 46, Essex 
Street, Strand. 

The author, Miffs Giberne, ha11 often been asked (Rays a prefator,r 
note) for a volume for children on the subject of aRtronomy-" much 
easier than 'Sun, Moon, and Star11.'" Here it is ; and an excellent 
volume we find it. The coloured illustrations are very helpful. Alto­
gether, tbi11 is a capital gift-book. "Sun, Moon, and Stars" was warmly 
commended in the VHUHCIIMAN aH 1100n ns it appeared, and the present 
volume equally meritH praii;e. The publisherR, Messrs. Seeley, we mny 
take the liberty of pointing out, for the corr't(lnience of some of our 
oountry friends, have moved from the well-known house in Fleet Street 
to Essex Street, Strand. 
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Nctlttl'ltl llistory /01· Young Poties. With numerous pictores by Giacomelli. 
By Mrs. V. C. CAMPBELL. 'f. Nelson and Hons. 

This is a very r.leaHing and im,tructive hook. What is told is jast what 
" young folks " hke to hear, and the way of tP.aching is the story-telling 
way. But the information is precise and correct. The illastrations are 
excellent. The book is very tastefully got np. Altogether thill is a good 
specimen volume of the many excellent gift-books for which oar boys and 
girls are indebted to Messrs. Nelson. 

Muriel's Two Crosses. The Cross she rejected and the Crol!B she wore. 
By ANNETTE LYSTER, author of "'fhfl White Gipsy," ·' Aloue in 
Crowds," etc., etc. Society fo1· Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

At this time of the year, probably, not a few of those who rarely read 
tales, are ready to welcome a. tale by Annette Lyster. Daring the last 
two or three years the reputation of this writer has been increasing. For 
there are many who can appreciate and enjoy an attractive story, with 
literary grace and power, which stands out from the crowd of sickly 
sentimentals, the well-intentioned, but weak and washy, not to speak of 
the mischievously sensational, and the sensualist. Among the tales which 
stand so prominent (and there are many such) Annette Lyster's have taken 
a good place. They are cleverly written, in a graceful style ; the tone 
is wholesome, and the moral is sound. " Muriel's Two Crosses" will not, 
we think, diminish the author's reputation. Muriel was a beautiful girl, 
with strong elements of good ; she felt the burden of training brothers 
and sisters in poverty ; she married a wealthy man, who loved her dearly, 
but who was not a Christian, and privately, indeed, a gambler. How the 
story ends we will not reveal. An .Australian incident is rather impro­
bable. The picture of Muriel's home, with her father (the Rector), seems 
to us the best part of the book. The characters are well drawn, particu­
larly the self-indulgent sister Lois. (Why this name?) 

The Mystery of Beechy Grange; 01·, The ,lfissing Host. A Tale for Boys. 
By the Rev. H. C. ADAlls, M.A., author of •· Schoolboy Houour,·· 
etc., etc. London: Griffith, Farran, Okeden, and Welsh. 

Mr. Ada.ms is well known as a contributor to what is called "light 
literature " in serial publications ; and his story-books are very '' popu­
lar," especially his stories of adventure and school-life. Few writers can 
describe o. cricket-match or a dispute out of school-hours so well as Mr. 
Adams. The present tale will be eRpecio.lly welcome to public school­
boys. There are seVtlro.l illustrations, and the volume is "got up" with 
great taste. 

The Loi·d Mayen·: a Tale of Lond-01i in 1384. By EllILY SARAH HOLT. 
John F. Shaw and Co. 

This excellent tale needs few words of commendo.tion in these pages.. 
Miss Holt's very o.ble o.nd interesting papers in THE CHURCH:lll~, 
during the present yeo.r-po.pers not only readable, amusing, aud so 
forth, but rich in historical knowledge of the highest critical rank-will 
have spoken for themselves. And bet· works of fiction have, so to say, the 
accuracy o.nd fulness of o. Sto.te Paper expert, o.s well as the imagination 
and_ descriptive power of o. story-teller. Th~ Tale of London ill; 1~-1 is 
?ed1cated to the Lord Mayor of 188-1 (Alderman Fowler), and Lt gives. 
m o. very pleasing form, o. lo.rge o.mount of informatiou. John de 
Northampton, Lord Mnyo1· five huudred years ago, suffered cruelly, and 
has be~n gt·eatly slu.ndered, been.use he attempted to serve his generation 
aocordmg to the will of vod. He had embraced the Lollard doctr10es. 
(Vo.ughan's "Life of Wycliffe," ii. 185), and through the priestly party 
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be 'W8S condemned to death. We most heartily reoommend this story 
which does him justice, and is just now, as honouring Wyolifl'e specially 
welcome. We may add that the volume is well printed, and h~s a taste­
ful cover. 

Edward Nangle: the Apostle of A chill. A Memoir and a History. By 
the Rev. HENRY SEDDALL, LL.D., Rector of Vastina, Diocese of 
Meath. With an Introduction by the Most Rev. Lord PLUNKET, 
D.D .. Bishop of Meath. Hatchards. 

This is a_ book _of peculiar interest ; but at present we must content 
onrselves with a hne of recommendation. The Bishop of Meath's ad­
mirable Introduction bas an especial value touching the Church of 
Ireland as being a Missionary Church. 

Laws of Christ.for Coinnwn Life. By R. W. DALE, LL.D. Birmingham. 
Pp. 304. Hodder and Stoughton. 

Most of the papers in this volume, it appears, have appeared in Good 
Words, the Sunday Jfagazine, or the Congregationalist. They are on such 
subjects as these: the Sacredness of Property; the Christian Rule of 
Jnstice; Temperance; Sympathy; Family Life. That they are ably 
written and suggestive will be understood. Here is a specimen bit about 
saintliness : 

It is quite time tha.t we Protestants got rid of the traditional Romish saint­
the saint that we see on the walls of every picture-gallery in Europe, the saint 
that still ha.nnts the imagination of hundreds of thousands of devout men, who 
regard the Romish apostasy with horror. Everyone knows the kind of figure I 
mean-the thin, pale face, the eyes red with tears or weary with watching, the 
transparent hands, the wasted form. That was the Roman Catholic saint, the 
saint of the Middle Ages, the saint, too, of those early Christian centuries, when 
the Christian faith was coloured by the dark superstitions and philosophical 
speculations of races that were just emerging from heathenism. We have given 
up the theology of Rome ; we have forgotten to revise the Romish conception of 
the religious life. 

Fiji and the Fijians. New edition. With Introductory Notice by Miss 
C. F. GORDON CUMMING. Pp. 580. London: T. Woolmer, 2, Castle 
Street, City Road, E.C. 

The preface to the fourth edition of this excellent history of the Fiji 
Mission is dated "Croydon, Nov. 1, 1884." For several years, it seems, 
the third edition had been exhausted ; and we heartily welcome a new 
edition of so remarkable a record by a devoted Missionary. A good 
many years ago we remember a veteran supporter of the Church Mission­
ary Society remarking that this book led him to become an annual 
subscriber to the Wesleyan Missionary Society; and the story of the 
successes in Fiji has snpplied many an illuRtration for Missionary plat­
forms on every side, and strengthened the heart of many a steady, 
qnietly-plodding, prayerful hero in the Mission-field. 

Miss Gordon Cumming gracefully expresses the gladness which all 
who have admired the book must feel that the honoured author, Mr. 
CALVERT," should have been spared to enjoy the rich and rare reward of 
knowing, not only how stedfastly the first recruits bore the brunt of the 
battle, but also how whole-heartedly they entered into the spirit of the 
Church militant, 1,0 that each early convert became an aggreRsive force." 
Miss Gordon Cumming's delightful book, "At Home in Fiji," will 
dispose many readerR, no doubt, to purchase the present volume. Cer­
tainly it deserves a place on private shelves and in parochial libraries. 
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Jland-lJoolc of the Litui·gy of the Churr:I, of ],),,gland. By R. P. BLAKF.NF.Y, 
D_.D., LL.D., Rector of Bridlington; Rural Dean; Canon of York. 
London : Protestant Reformation Society, 20, Berners Street. 

All those who have felt the value of Dr. Blakeney's work on the "His­
tory and Interpretation of the Prayer Book" ( of which, when shall we 
have to welcome a new edition ?) will be prepared to gin a. cordial 
welcome to this smaller volume, which is really what it pr.,fesses to be, 
a manual, or Hand-book. It has useful matter, concisely put, well 
arranged, 11 popular" in form; the book is handy, clearly printed (we 
can hardly say correctly, for on some page11 are typographical errors), 
neatly bound, and very cheap. 

In his Introduction Ca.non Blakeney touches upon a point as to which 
the views of many are misty and muddle(l. He quotes, e.g., the assertion 
of Archdeacon Freeman that the Reformers "expected the people a.nd 
Church of the day to accept the Services as essentially, and for all 
practical purpot1es, the same Services,1 revised" (as the medireval offices); 
"a.nd, what is more, as such the Church and people manifestly did accept 
them. So clear were the Revisers on this point, that Cranmer (a.s Jeremy 
Taylor has recorded) offered to i,rove that ' the order of the Church of 
England, set out by authority by Edward the Sixth, was the same that 
had been used in the Church for fifteen hundre,d years past'" (the italics are 
his). (" Principles of Divine Service," p. 8.) "We are sorry to observe," 
says Dr. Blakeney, "that Archdeacon Freeman has made a serious mistake 
as to Cranmer's opinion on this important point. We turn to the place 
referred to in Taylor's works, and find that he describes Cranmer as 
offering to prove that 'the order of the Church of England, set out by 
authority of the innocent and godly Prince Edward VI., in his High 
Court of Parliament, is the same that was used in the Chnrch fifteen 
hundred years past.' (Taylor's Works, vol. vii., p. 292.) Thus, 
Taylor does not represent Cranmer as contending that the Communion 
Service is ' the same that had been used in the Church for fifteen 
hundred years past,' but ' the same that was used in the Church fifteen 
hundred years past;' that is, in apostolic times." Dr. Blakeney gives a 
quotation from the very document to which Taylor refers, in which 
Cranmer expresses his readiness to prove that the English Service •• is 
conformable to the order which our Saviour Christ did both observe and 
command to be observed, and which His Apostles and His Primitive 
Church used many years." Cranmer proceeds to denounce the .Sarun~ 
O.ffice of the l!fass, restored by Queen l!fary, in the strongest language. (See 
Handbook, p. 110.2) To Dr. Illakeney's criticism there is no reply. 

This Hand-hook contains twenty-two chapters. The learned author 
begins at the heginning-the Primitive Church in Britain; he unfolds 
the Royal Supremacy ; and traces the history of the Prayer Book, 
touching upon the various Revisions. Acts of Uniformity, Ornaments, 

1 Freeman censures Wheatly and others for describing our Reformers as "com­
posers and compilers " of our services. He even censures the Preface to the 
Prayer Book for its uso of the term "compiling" a.s applied to the Revision of 
1549. But that the Reformers, in the construction of our services, both comfcsed 
and compiled, is simply a matter of fact. 

2 Dr. Blakeney adds : "The Society for Promoting Christio.n Knowledge Prayer 
Book-conveys the so.me misconception in the following note: '" Archbishop Cr.m­
mer offered to prove that the first English Pro.yer Buok wo.s the sawe-i.e., sub­
stantie.lly-tho.t had been used in the Church for fifteen hundred years."-Free­
mo.n's "Principles ef Divine Service," i. 9.' We regret much that a work sent 
forth by the Society for Promoting Christinn Knowledge should be the medium 
of circulating this serious misrepresentation of Crawner's views on a fundament.'\l 
point." 
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ll_fornin!l and Evening Prayer, the Communion Office are some of the 
htles of his chaptel'l', all ol ,vhich are interesting and of value to the 
student. In the chapter on the Catechism appears this note: 

The words "wherein I was made a member o[ Christ, the child of God, and nu. 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven," are well cxpla.ined in Mayer's "Catechism," 
"published," as Dr. Mozlo,y remarks, "under Laud's Primacy; and n book of 
some authority." He says: "In our baptism we are ,<acramie11tally o.nd in.•tr11-
m~11taJ/!I made the children of God, and really and truly when we are baptized 
with the Holy Ghost."-Quoted by Mozley, p. 172, as before. 

In connection with thi~, we may quote the following wordR of Mr. Scott, 
which Canon Blakeney (in the chapter on " Baptism") adopts: 

"I_n_ this lou,cr, exter11al, and eccksiastical sense, therefore, we may affirm un­
cond,t1011aUy the regeneration of all to whom baptism is rightly administered . 
. "But in t~e higher and .spiritual sense of the term, we can prcldicate regenera­

tion of l.Japtized persons only hypothetically; namely, upon the supposition, in the 
C.'\.~ of adults, of their sincerity ; and in the case of infants, of their possessing 
that disposition which shall lead them, when they become capable of it, to keep 
their baptismal vows."-" Inquiry into the Effects of Baptism," p. 163. 

We had marked several other passages for quotation; but the limits 
of our space are overpassed. Dr. Blaken11y's book-a thoroughly practical 
one-is ~orthy of the eminent liturgialist, as to whose research, ability, 
and sound churchmanship, nothing need here be said. 

Daily Tats for the Little Ones. Religious Tract Society. 
A. charming volume, with coloured illustrations, and a very tasteful 

cover. The texts are well chosen. We are much pleased with this dainty 
little gift-book. 

Old Highways in China. By lsABELLE WILLIAMSON, of Chefoo, North 
Chma. Pp. 227. Religious Tract Society. 

In the company of her husband, Dr. Williamson, the author of this 
intere6tmg book made several journeys· through the province of Cheh­
Kiang : and a series of articles entitled "Our Sisters in China," contain­
ing her impressions of Chinese women, appeared in the Leisure Hour of 
1863. Two subsequent journeys are described in the preFent work; 
viz., one from Chefoo to Peking, in J 881, and anoth"r in 1882, partly on 
the "Old Highways," and partly on the byways and bridle-paths of the 
eastern portion of Shantung. Mrs. Williamson has opened the way. 
There is a good map. The record of travel, with incidents, comments, 
and descriptions, is very readable. There are several illustrations. 

Apples and Orange,s. Talks with Children on Fruits. By Mrs. DYSON, 
author of" Children's Flowers." R. T. S . 

.A. capital book. The "Talks " are really talks ; and children will be 
glad to listen to them. We are pleased to recommend this instructive 
(and pretty) book. 

Little Folks' Out and About Boole. By CHATTY CHEERFUL. Cassell and 
Company. 

Among thP. Christmas Books of this season few, probably, will rank 
bigbH than this. It has several full-page pictures, and an illustration 
of !Some sort on every page-" out·• in the rain, in the sunshine, in the 
fields, etc. Altogether, a remarkably pleasing book fur children, it will 
be a weloome guest in the nursery, or an ornament for the drawin~­
room table. If" A Parcel of Child1en "-to which" Out and About" i11 
a companion volurne-iH equally good, it mnHt he a beautiful book. 
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.Taclc o' Lantern, and other Rhymes. By ELEANOR W. T ALllOT. Cassell 
and Company. 

How little folks (fortunate enough to get it) will rejoice over thi!! 
hook I Ulcvcr pidureB, in bright culoun, with running rhyfnes. Every 
page is a fund of amuBement. 

The Holy Land. After lithographs by L. HAGJJE. From original draw­
ingB by DAVJD ROBERTS, KA., with historical descriptions by the 
Rev. G. CRoLY, LL.D. Division III. ldumea and Petra. Cassell 
and Company. 

The present volume completes this excellent edition. The two previous 
portions of the re-issue having been noticed in THE CHGRCIDIAX, we 
need scarcely say much in recommending this very hand.:!ome volume, 
with thirty-six tinted plates. The work is one of permanent interest, 
a.nd. in every way attractive. • 

A Smaller Biblia Pauperum-conteynynge Thyrtie and Eyghte Wode­
cuttes Illustratynge the Lyfe, Parab1ls, and Miraclis off Uure Blessid 
Lorde and Savioure Jhesus Crist, with the Propre Descrypciouns 
thereoff extracted fro the Origina.11 Texte of J oha W1chf, ,iomtyme 
Rector of Lutterworth. P1·eface by the late Verie Rev. A.RTHCR 

• PENRHYN STANLEY, D.D., Dean of Westminster. Imprynted atte 
the sign of The Grasshopper, bye Unwin Brothers, The Gresha,n 
Presse, inne Little Brigge .Strete, inne t.he parish off S. A.une, Blak­
friars, and to bee solcte by T. :b'L:!lier Un win, atte his sboppe, 26, 
Pater Noste1· Square, inne the Cit1e off London. MDCCCLXX.XIV. 

The new "Biblia Pauperum," as some of our readers are awa,e, was 
sent out after the Caxton Celebration in 1877. The present, smaller 
and much cheaper edition, faithfully retains all the peculiariues of the 
original blocks (date probably 15-10), and bas ne.v points of interest. 

H e:roes of Science: Mechanicians. By T. C. LEWIS, M.A., late Fellow 
of Trinity College, Cambridge ; Professor of Mathematics in the 
Government College, Lahore. Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. 

Watt, Stephenson, Arkwright, Nasmyth, and (?romJ;lton, the inventor 
of the mule, are some of the ••heroes" described 1n this rnterestrng and 
instructive volume. 

In Freedom's Cause. A. Story of Wallace and Bruce. By G. A.. HENTY. 
With _twelve full-page illustrations by GORDON B1toWNE. Pp. 380. 
Blackie and Son. 

Mr. Henty is well known as a very clever writer of stories of adven­
ture for hoys. In his" With Clive in India," which we noticed last year, 
he showed himself as successful in historical tales as upon otber lines. 
This volume will, probably, be very popular. 

The November Quiver opens a new volume with great promise. The 
Bishop of Edinburgh, Pro{essor Blaikie, Dean Plumptre, and ?ther 
eminent writers contribute. The Quiver-a well illustrattid maga2ane­
has always been interesting, good-toned, and thoroughly sound. 

Messrs. Hodder and Stou"hton have sent to us an excellent gift-book 
for childl'en, The Story of tl~ Life o(Je.rns. The story is" to! I in w_ords 
oa~y to road and undorstu.nd." There a1·e forty full-p:1ge tllt1strations. 
'No glu.dly commend this volume; it has :1 pretty cover. 
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The third volume of Dr. Skene's GMJ>el Risto,-y for the Youn.,g (Edin­
burgh : Da'l'id Douglas) has been issued : our notice must be delayed. 

An ex<'ell,ent edition of Robinson Orttsoe, ndmirably printed (Messrs. 
Blaclde and Son), a. reprint from the author's edition, 171!l, has a 
hundred illustrations from the pencil of Mr. Gordon Browne. This is a 
splendid gift-bo._)k. 

From l\Iessrs. Bla.ck:ie and Son (49, Old Bailey) we have received 
se"l'eral Tales. good gift-books for the present season. llfenhardoc, a Story 
of Cornish Nets and Mines, by Mr. G. M. FENN, has eight full-page illus­
tI'lltions : it is "l'ery· well written, delineates character, and is full of life 
and spirit.-The ll'reck of the Na11cy Bell; or "Cast a.way on Kerguelen 
Land," by the author of that capital book, "Picked up at Sea," is also a 
-welUold Tale.-Storie.s of the Sea in F01·mer Days is an interesting volume ; 
the •• l\Jutiny of the Bounty" is one of a dozen narratives.-Adventure.~ in 
Field. Flood. and Forest is another attractive collection of incidents. The 
editor has had in view, not only the interesting and the a.musing, but the 
informing element; he has desired, i.e., to convey instruction in an agree­
able form; and we think he has done his work well.-Traitoi· or Patriot'! 
a Ta.le of the Rye-House Plot, is cleverly written. It is in some respects 
a little melancholy.-A book which will be a great favourite with boys is 
The Pirate Jsl,a,11d, a story of the South Paci.fie, by HARRY COLLING­
WOOD; stirring, picturesque, and vigorous. 

A fifth edition has reached ns of that very clever and amusing 
volume, The (illustrated) Jackdaw of Rheims. To give the title in full: 
" Y, Jackdaw of Rheims: an antient Ballad by Thos. Ingoldsby, with y• old 
writing and Y' new Illustrations, by E. M. Jessop. Prynted and published 
by Eyre and Spottiswode." This volume is beautifully got up; and 
Mr. Jessop's pictures, great and small, wonderfully agree with Barham's 
"ballad.n Everybody knows the lines: 

But what gave rise, 
To no littel surprize, 

Nobody seem'd one pennie the worse! 

From Messrs. Gall and Inglis (London: 25, Paternoster Square ; 
Edinburgh: 20, Bernard Terrace) we have received a copy of a new 
issue of that charming work (uf which one never gets tired), Dean 
Ramsay's Reminiscences of Scottish Life and Character. This i11 the 
twenty-i,ixth edition. It has, of course, the esteemed author's latest 
additions, and also the very interesting Memoir. Well printed, with a 
portrait, and tastefully got up, this is an excellent edition.-From the 
same firm we have received a new edition of the Mariners of England, a 
very bandy little book about our sailors' deeds of daring. 

The Land of the Pyramids is a volume of the excellent series published 
by Messrs. Cassell and Co., " The World in Pictures," and a very good 
volume it is. The book is very readable, has many illustrations, and is 
cheap. 

From Mei;srs. T. Nelson and Sons (Paternoster Row) we have received 
a very cheap and useful little book, Scripture Illustrated, "scenes of 
everyday life in ~h~ East," with twenty engravings,---;-Messrs. Nel~on have 
issued a new ed1t10n of Nwrer, my God, to Tltee, illustrated ; 1t has a 
preface with the well-known initials, H. L. L.-We have received from 
the same publisher four handsome Cards-Nos. 15, 13, 1, 5; very pleas­
ing landscapes, No. Hi being "Ellen's Isle, Loch Katrine." 

Yuung England, the Annual for 1884, is an attractjve (and, a c~eo.p) 
volume, which may be safely recommended. Young England,' an 1llus-
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tmted magazine for recreation and instruction," which has been nl)tked 
in these pages, is published by the Sonday School Union (:i6, Old Bailey). 

We have received from Messrs. Parker and Co. (Oxford, .and 4, South­
ampton Street, Strand) a convenient edition of T!te Te,r.1,cl,ing of t!te 
Twelve Apostles; translation, notes, etc., by the Rev. H. DF: RollESTJ:S. 
The papers in the Guardian, Contemporary, CHGRGHllAN, etc., and in 
German and American reviews, are mentioned in the Introduction. It is 
a helpful little uook.-We have also received from Messrs. Parker a 
good shilling edition of The Temple. It is surprising that in a day of 
hymns and spiritual songs so many pious persons should remain in ignor­
ance of George Herbert. Thus he opens Psalm xxiii.: 

The Got.I of love my shepherd is, 
And He that doth me feet.I ; 

While He is mine, and I am His, 
What can I want or need? 

Here is Herbert's "Bitter-Sweet," quoted in the Rev. W. 0. Purton's 
Songr, in Suffering : 

Ah, my dear angry Lord, 
Since Thou dost love, yet strike ; 

Cast down, yet help afford, 
Sure I will do the like ; 

I will complain, yet praise, 
I will bewail, approve : 

And all my sour-sweet days 
I will lament and love. 

Bii-die's Bonnet, a tiny book, is by the author of "Links of Gold," 
"Heart and Home Songs," and many excellent books (Hatchard). 

The Chui·ch Missionary Pocket Almanack and Kalendar for 1885, the 
Manual Almanack, etc. (Church Missionary Honse, Salisbury Square). 
deserve, as usual, a hearty word of com.mendation.-The pamphlet, 
A Mohammedan brought to Christ, is the autobiography of the Rev. Imad­
ud-din, D.D.-Suakin, Berber, Khartoum, a:11d to U-ganda, is the jo~rnal 
of the Nile Missionary party to the Victoria Nyanza in 1878-9 ; it Wlll be 
welcome to many.-We are greatly pleased with the Church .Missionary 
Society Service of Song. 

Scarlet Anemones and Therts a Friend for Little Children are two cheap 
and pleasing stories published by Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton. 

From the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge we have received 
Picture Stoi·ies from old Bethlehem, tasteful, illustrating the history of 
Ruth; and two other packets of Christmas Cards, feri:~s, Nos. 98 and 9~. 

Twice Bought (Nisbet) is a Tale of the Oregon Gold-fields, by M~­
BALLANTYNE. There is enough vf incident to attract boys, as in all _this 
excellent writer's stories, and there are several illustrations. It is a 
cheap gift-book. • 

From Messrs. Cassell and Co. we have received four pretty gift-books 
for children, wonderfully chenp at o. shilling : Same Farm Frie11ds, 
Oreatures Tame, Those Golde11 Sands, St'hool-day Hours; the coloured 
pictures on the cover will make little folks pick these books in preference 
to lnrger ones. 

A pleasing and pretty little book is Daddy Daricin's Dore-cot (Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge), a Country Tale, by Mrs. Ew1:sG, 
whose "Jackanapes," a delightful shilling's worth, has been such a 
success. 
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Fp lligl, .' is n new book by the Rev. G1wncm EVEllAltU, Vicar of 
Christ Church, Do~er : "friendly words to those within nnd to those 
"'·ithout the fold of Christ." Mr. Evernrd's mnny excellent little booke 
are happily well known. (Ni,;bet.) 

Mem-s. Hildeshei!Der and Faulkner (41, Jewin Street, E.C.) have sent 
t1s a number of then· excellent Christmas and New Year Cards. Each 
No.ember, during the last five years, we have bad the pleasure of recom­
mending the Cards of this firm, eminent in the artistic line ; their 
specimens. in the present season, merit most hearty praise. Lately, we 
observe, Messrs. Hildesheimer and Faulkner took the gold medal, highest 
award. The characteristic feature of their new C11rds is scenery ; and 
so~e of the landscapes are wonderfully good, both as to design and exe­
c-ut1on-p1ctnres of the highest merit. It is impossible to mention each 
of the p_ackets which appear to us particularly tasteful; but No. 425, 
four sepia _landscapes by F. Noel Paton, with verses by the author of 
.. John ~alifax, Gentleman"; No. 425, four designs," Woods in Winter," 
pretty pictures ; No. 459, four dainty circular landscapes, will prove very 
popular. No. 419, four floral designs, and No. 403 (a little larger, with 
~erses, very handsome) ; No. 441, four rustic cottages, and No. 7441, 
screen; :Ko. 3-!3, four studies of dogs ; No. 442, four rustic views; No. 
~-!63. screen, autumn leaves, strike us as specially good. Two very dainty 
little books, Ho11U', Swe,R,f Ho,ne, and Auld Lang Syne, to be enclosed in an 
envelope, are choice presents for the season. 

Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode have sent us several specimens of their 
Cards, which are, as usual, exceedingly attractive. The three coloured 
photographs are very choice ; the country church with "May your New 
Year be bright and happy," is a lovely little picture. Three hand-painted 
are delightful ; so are the "Ships" and "Swans" in satin wrappers. The 
cheaper picture-cards are pleasing. The "Palette" and "Ye Olde Plate 
Calendar" deserve a word of praise ; so does the "Churchman's Cale.ndar," 
just the thing for one's writing-desk. 

Messrs. T. and T. Clark have published Professor Lindsay's commen­
tary on the .A.cts of the Apostles i.-x:ii., one of their useful series Hand­
book for Bible C!,asses. From Messrs. Clark we have also received No. 1 
of the Monthly Interpreter, which 11ome students, no doubt, will prefer to 
the Expositor, or the Homiletic M(1,gazine. It is edited by a well-known 
divine, Mr. Exell, editor (with Canon Spence) of the "Pulpit Com­
mentary." Drs. Matthes~n, Bruce, and Reynolds, and Dean Plumptre, are 
the chief contributors. 

Jlission Addruses (Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge) is a 
good companion volume to Bishop Thorold's excellent little book recom­
mended in a recent CHURCHMAN. The addresses were delivered to mem­
ber,; of the London Lay Helpers' Association in preparation, of course, 
for the London MiBl!ion, 1884-5. Canons Mason, Body and Curteis, 
Bishop How and Mr. llickersteth gave the addresses. This is a very 
valuable little book ; nearly every page is excellent. May it be read by 
•• lay helpers" throughout the Church I 

The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge list of Christmas 
Books, this year, is a very good one. A Drnden Rmnanr.e, by LAUllA M. 
LASE, ill a quiet, pleasing story of German middle-clas8 life; the tone is 
good, and it teac_hes_ self-sacrifice.-:-Cmb Court, by M. S1m_LEY,_ tells 
wmething about hfe m the slums; 1 t 1s a good book for a lending library 
,,r for mothers' meetings.-No Bea1,.ty, by HAHHIET CIIILIJJ•: PEMDEn­
·r<,s, telh; of a plain-looking, very clever authoress, and tho lictrothed of 
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a handsome girl. It ie clever, and may interest young ladies, but it 
would be better and much more useful if it had some real religion in it. 
Wbat is the aim of Rueb a novelette? one wonders.-TM One Army, q □ iet 
and interesting, tells of a soldier and a n □ree.-The Magic Flute, rather 
fanciful, has many points of interest. According to the legend that a flnte 
encrusted with gold is not capable of sweet sounds, a genius who is spoilt 
with flattery and so fodb loses vigour and manlines~.-Griffinhnof, by 
ORONA TEMPLE, is undoubtedly clever, and is very readable. Griffinhoof 
is the name of an old sailor. There is power, and pathos, in the story.­
In Black Jaclc are well-written and very sensible Temperance tales. 

In the Boy's Own Paper appears a coloured picture, "The air that led 
to victory ;" excellent. There is also a picture of "Our cricketing g□ests .• , 
In the Leiszwe Hour appears Dr. Macaulay's Church Congress Paper on 
Popular Literature. Dr. Lansdell writes on Khiva'.and the Turcomans. 

We are much pleased with Bible Thoughts for Daily Life, by Mrs. 
COLIN G. CAMPBELL (Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge) : 
Family Readings from St. Mark's Gospel ; a very practical little book. 

From the Religious Tract Society we have received several good 
'' Christmas Books," well printed, illustrated, and with tasteful covers. 
Saxb?.J, by EMMA LESLIE, "a Tale of Old and New England," tells of the 
Pilgrim Fathers and the Mayflower. It will have sufficient of historical 
life and realness to attract the older readers of a parish library.-Wind 
and Wave, by H. E. BURCH, a new rendering of the Siege of Leyden, 
1574, with many vivid touches, is very readable. The interest is well 
sustained. We are much pleased with this tale.-At the Sign of the Blue 
Boar, by EMMA LESLIE, gives sketches of life and character in the reign 
of Charles II.; well intentioned, and not without interest.-In Sei-en 
Steps Upward are some capital stories, which young readers will appre­
ciate, illustrating Colossians iii. 12, rn, Revised Version, 11 a heart of com­
passion, kindness," etc. This is a very pleasing book.-The Sunbeam of 
the Factory; readable and very practical sketches; likely to do good 
service. 

From Mr. J. E. Hawkins, 17, Paternoster Row, we have rect-ived. as 
usual, several very tasteful packets of Scripture Cards. " The Lord our 
Shield," four, admirable in design and execution ; "Love and Peace;· 
four, beautifully printed ; "Sonship" (flowers and landscape~) ; "Look­
ing unto Jesus," six, ver_y good. Cheaper Cards are "The Fountain of 
Life," and "Wondrous Love." Such chromo-lithographed cards, choice 
as to colour, with well-selected Scriptures, deserve to be widely known. 

The Report of the Corporation of the Sons of the Clergy, 
1884,1 will have an interest for many of our readers. Arch­
deacon Bardsley's article on Clerical Charities, in the October 
CHURCHMAN, which has brought us many letters, led an 
esteemed correspondent to write to us on behalf of the Cor-

1 Corporation of tho Sous of the Clergy Office, 2, Bloomsbury Place. 
llloom6bury Squnrc, London, ,v.c. ,villiam Poget Bowman, Esq., 
Registrar. 
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poration; and we gladly quote some information given in the 
Repo1't.1 

The operations of the Corporation, it seems, are directed to 
these four purposes: (1st) continuous or occasional assistance 
to clergymen; (2nd). pensions and donations to clergy widows; 
(3rd) pensions and donations to aged or invalid single daughters 
of deceased clergymen; and ( 4th) grants towards the education 
and start in life of clergy children. The sums paid during the 
last year are as follow : 

£ 
To Clergymen - 4,420 

.. Widows - - 9,116 
.. Aged Single Daughters - - 7,082 
.. Children, for Education, Outfits, and Apprentice Fees - 3,532 

£24,150 

s. d. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

The total number of Grants ·and Pensions in 'the year 1883 
was 1,461. As to Pensions, the following paragraph from the 
Report may well be quoted: 

Too much respect and sympathy can scarcely be felt for those 
numerous and admirable women, the Widows and aged single Daughters 
of Clergymen, who, having shared all the privations and trials of their 
Husbands and Fathers, having been their helpmates in teaching the young, 
and attending to the wants of the sick and the aged, are in Widowhood 
and Orphanage often unavoidably left to be maintained by charity. 

The Governors therefore keep steadily in view the importance of 
gradually raising the Pensions, as the state of the funds at their disposal 
gives them the opportunity, to a uniform amount of £30, a sum which, 
if scarcely of itself sufficient to provide a decent maintenance, is at 
least a valuable addition to any small private means the Pensioner· 
may enjoy. 

This excellent Society,2 its hist0ry, character, operations, and 
management being considered, is eminently tlie "National 
Church Society for the Relief of the Clergy and their Fami­
lies ·" and it appeals with confidence to Churchfolk throughout 
the 'country, the Laity and also the Clergy, for increased sup­
port: 

Unlike other Societies, eRtablished for the benefit of a particular dis­
trict or one class of sufferers, whether Clergymen, Widows, or Orphans, 
the Corporation labours to assist ALL with equal solicitude, and ad­
ministers it.II funds to claimants in all parts of England and Wales. 

1 The Society, founded in 1655, was incorporated by Royal Charter in 
the year 1678. The title by which the Charity is commonly known is 
derived from the circumstance of its earliest promoters having been Sons 
of Clergymen. • 

2 The management of the Society (says our well-informed correspon­
dent) is admirable. The me~b?rs o~ the Court of_ A11sistants dev:ote 
much time and care to the admm1stration of the affairs of the Ch1mty. 
There is a most efficient and very kind and sympathizing Registrar. 
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As to the Clergy, our correspondent says: "How is it that 
so noble a Society is supported by so few offertories and col­
lections 1" And as to the wealthy Churchmen amongst the 
Laity, he asks : " Why are there not more, many more, sub­
scriptions and donations 1"1 

Just now the Society, no doubt, is specially pressed Every­
body knows the price of wheat; and the rural clergy, like the 
farmers, are in evil plight. One of our correspondents lost, 
last year, he writes, £100 out of his £400 a year; another 
received only £220 o~t of £300 ; another, what " with my 
farmer failing," lost tithe and glebe, £500. If a poor Vicar's 
clerical income be £180, and he receive "only-rates and 
taxes being paid-£110," he may well rejoice to know that the 
Corporation House in Bloomsbury Place has an open door. 

Canon Hole, in his sermon in St. Paul's Cathedral on the 
last Anniversary of the Corporation, said : 

Never since those days of persecution and poverty, when the children 
of the Church met in secret places, like the prophet.a in the caves, and 
the first Christians in the catacombs, for worship-the days when Evelyn 
received the Holy Sacrament from the great Bishop of Down and Connor 
in the house of a mutual friend, and this Society was first formed by 
and for the Sons of the Clergy-has there been such severe distress. In 
the recent seasons of adversity, which have come from untoward harvests 
upon those who derive their income from the land, no class of the com-

1 A correspondent writes to us : "Of the sum distributed by the 
ninety-seven general Clerical Charities, £129,956, the Corpora.tion of the 
Sons of the Clergy contributes nearly one-fifth. There is, of conrse, no 
other charity anywhere near it in point either of age or income ; and if 
any amalgamation should take place, it is the natural nucleus. But I 
doubt if the smaller charities would consent to give up their cherished 
individuality ; and till they do there must always be a good deal of 
unnecessary administrative expense." Certainly, " some of the smaller 
charities and trust funds might do well to become merged in the great 
London Society (the Parent Society), with a view to economy of ad­
ministration, and to the prevention of any overlapping of charitable 
help." " The question treated of by Archdeacon Bardsley (in his able 
and timely paper) is a very large one, and I do not consider any solution 
of it probable at present. There is a p:ood deal of misconception in 
men's minds upon the point of pauperization of the Clergy by charitable 
help. I do not consider that a grant of £20 made to a clergyman of 
small means by a Society, Diocesan or London, can in any way tend to 
pauperi_ze him, since his income is fixed, and does not depend upon any 
slacke_mng or accelerntion of effort. It seems to me that it simply serves 
~o reheve him from pressing anxiety, and encourage him in his toilsome 
~ourney. Surely wealthy laymen and wealthy women might take more 
interest in such n. matter. Let them think of the lette1· containing the 
announcement of n. grant making its nppen.ronce on the country Vicarage 
bren.kfost-table, and try to picture to thomselves tho beaming faces of 
tho family whon it is opened, and its contents are wade known." 
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munity has been so helpless as the <'lergy, because they are disqualified 
both by their training and VOCl\tion from making the most of their 
means ; the~• cannot go into markets to buy and sell ; they cannot seek 
other employment ; and if their lands are tenantless (in the year 1881 
there were 4,000 acres of glebe land without a tenant in the Diocese of 
Ely alone), they have neither knowledge nor capital to keep them in 
<'Ultivation. 

THE MONTH. 

THE Franchise Bill has been read in the House of Lords a 
second time without a division; and the prospects of a 

p~ceful settlement of the Reform question have grown much 
bnghter. 

To pay the bill for the Soudan and Bechuana expeditions 
another penny has been put UJ)On the income-tax. 

Another letter from General Gordon has been received by 
the Govern.n::.ent. 

Touching the East London Mission, earnest prayers have 
been offered. 

Several Diocesan Conferences have .been held, with much of 
unanimity, and in a most .practical temper. The Liverpool 
Conference seems to have been a signal success.1 

The Visitation Charges of the Bishops of London and Man-
chester, reported fully, have been read with interest. • 

Many tributes of respect have been paid to the Right Hon. 
H. Fawcett, M.P. (Postmaster-General), whose sudden death 
occasioned universal regret. 

1 In his opening address the Bishop of Liverpool thus spoke of 
.lggre.uive Evangelizalion: "Men of all schools in the Church of England 
agree in thinking that some special means must be used in order to reach 
the myriads of our countrymen among the working classes who now go 
to no place of worship. Few are prepared to maintain that it is sufficient 
to build and throw open fine churches with bright and hearty services. 
The •masses' cannot appreciate such services, and will not come to such 
churches. The man who sits in hi~ study and expects to catch fish by 
holding a rod and throwing a fly out of his window, would justly 
be called foolish. The fisherman must go afte1· the fish, and not wait 
for the fish to come to him. The clergyman must not only throw open 
the church, but go down among the people, and approach them with 
friendly Christian aggression. But in what way this aggression is to be 
managed, whether by a Church Army, on the lines of the Salvation 
Army, or by habitual preaching in the open air, for which all men havo 
not a gift, or by elementary 1,ervicm1 in roomR, are points which dernrvc 
discus8ion, and such dhcuHHion I hope we sliall lrnvc. One thing at any 
rate is certain, when men like Moody or General Booth address tho 
masses at inegular services, tliey never want liearers." 




