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PREFACE 

'rHE manuscript from which this commentary is printed 
is in the University Library, Cambridge, where its 
class-mark is Dd. 8. 53. T'he handvvriting is French 
Ashkenazic of the 13th-14th cen tur"y. It originally 
formed part of the collection of Hebrew books belong­
ing to Isaac Pragi, which in 1647 was imported fron1 
Italy by George Thomason, the London bookseller, 
and presented to the University by the I-louse of 
Comn1ons. At that time it was bound at the end of 
the last volume of the Rabbinic Bible printed at 
Venice by Bamberg in 1518. The late Dr Schiller­
Szinessy, in his Catalogi~e of the Hebrew Manuscripts 
jn,'eserved Z:n the Universit;, LibrarJ', Canibridg·e, r 876, 
pp. 40-42, has given such a full description of this MS. 
that I cannot do better than quote his words. 

"JOB, with the commentary of an anonymous French 
Rabbi. 1'he text is written in alternately indented 
lines, without, however, being metrically arranged. . . . 
It is provided with vowel-:points and accents, and has 
the sign of iTEli over MEi:r1:r1 when liquid. . . . The 
author seems to have been contemporary with both 



PREFACE. IV 

lbn Ezra and Qimchi, both of \vhon1 he quotes (the 

fonner ahnost on every page, and the latter on leaves 

14h and I Sb). Besides these he quotes the following 

authorities :-

( 1 ) i"T"'ll'D ':i, (leaf 7 6 ). 

( 2) □n:n:) (leaf I oa) [ and I Sb]. 

(3) w:rr1 (leaves I oa, 16a and 196
). 

(4) r,,~~l (leaves Sb and I 7a). 
( 5) jW1'1iT iTWC ', (leaf I 9a ). 

( 6) w', (Rabbenu Shelon1oh? the quotation is 

certainly to be found in Rashi ; leaf 1 2b). 

( 7) 1,~nn Sl':i ( also 1,~n and I bn 1,~n, and who is 

also meant by nw~,n pipiCiT; leaves 2a, 3a, 

4\ and 1 7a). 
( 8) n:i1 j:l~ (leaf I 7a ). 
( 9) nniDiT Sl'J, also j,n,D j:l~ (leaves 7b and 1 3a). 

( 10) s~1CW '~:i, (leaves 1a, 3a, 36, and I la). 

(11) J.pl'~ '~J., (leaves 1h, 4a, 86, 10\ I 1a, 12\ and 16a). 

( I 2) ~,p 90,~ ', (leaves ga and 1 5b). 

( 13) r,i,ocn Sl':i, also sin1ply ri,,ociT (leaves 3a and 

l SL). 
( 14) □~p,p,ciT, also p,,piiT ~c:Jn (leaves 2

6 and I 7a). 
( 1 5) S,,l p,p,c (leaf I oa ). 

( I 6) □~:iw,DiT (leaves 2a, 2b and I Sa). 
( I 7) ~~~~~:ia 1il'~s~ ', ( of Beaugency, repeatedly and 

n1ostly \Vith approval ; leaves 16 and 2a). 

( I 8) 1il'~s~ ,, (probably the same as the. foregoing ; 

leaves 3\ 4\ 4\ 7a, 7\ Sa, 10a, 121\ 131\ 18h, 

and I 9h. _ 
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publication, but many occupations prevented me f ron1 
undertaking anything further, till the Text and Trans­
lation Society were prepared to include it in their 
series. The translation is due to Dr S. A. Hirsch 

. ' 
who has favoured me with n1any suggestions for the 
correction of the text. In revising the proofs I have 
also had the valuable aid of Dr Ginsburg. l\1r 
I. Abrahams, Reader in Taln1udic and Rabbinic 
Literature in the University of Can1bridge, has kindly 
allowed me to consult him on many occasions when 
deciphering the obscurer portions of the MS., and I 
have had the great benefit of his assistance both in 

suggesting the true readings and in confirming 1ny 
own conjectures. Professor Brandin contributed to 
the transliteration of the French glosses. 'Those who 
have had experience in manuscripts will appreciate the 
difficulties of the task of decipherment, and will make 

allowance for any shortcomings. 
The words of the text quoted in the commentary 

are underlined, and in the case of other quotations the 

reference letters to the notes at the foot of the page 
are placed at the end of each quotation. I have 
endeavoured as far as possible to preserve the peculi­
arities of the scribe when they are not actually mis­
leading, and the vowel-points where they occur ·are 

given exactly as they appear in the MS. 

TRINITY COLLEGE, 

CA:\IBRIDGE, 

22nd August 1905. 

WILLIAM ALDIS WRIGHT. 

20 



v PREFACE. 

( l 9) .,~.,.,ls~::io ,111.,s~ ', (probably the san1e ; leaf I 4 b). 

( 20) .,~1~::io ,111S~ ', (probably the san1e ; leaf 1 Sa). 

( 2 1) Si,liT i:P::ii (leaves 1 8a and r 8b). 

( 22) 01Swn on.,S11 on.,::i~ 1 .,::i~ .,Do iil'OW \:ii (leaf 71>). 

( 23) S''~1 .,::i~ (leaves 6\ 71>, 11 b, and 1 Sb). 

( 24) ro-,JJ. 11 .,,ii (leaf 8b). 

" It is singular that the author of a con1mentary of 

such excellence should have remained unknown. The 

frequent recurrence of the phrases r,~.,w and ,'l' will 

enable anyone to identify it, if existing elsewhere. 

'fhe 1'11S::i, which an1ount to twenty-one [twenty-three?], 

are French. A glossary on the Bible with French inter­

pretations, now in the University Library at Leipzig, 

MS. 102, is apparently drawn fron1 a commentary on 

the whole Bible by the author of the present one 

on Job. See Delitzsch, J esurun (Grimmae, 1838, 8vo). 

p. 241, Zunz, Gesch. und Lit. p. 82, and Excurs. ii." 

The Excursus to which Dr Schiller-Szinessy ref erred 

has never appeared, but in an additional note to his 

Catalogue (p. 245) he records the suggestion of 

Delitzsch, in the Orient for 1844, Literaturblatt, No. 19, 

p. 299, that ::i,h frequently n1entioned in the Leipzig 

MS. on Job is the san1e as ~.,:J,::i .,::i, ::i,n quoted on 

Canticles iii. I o ( not Ecclesiastes). After giving 

Rashi's explanation of iM,.,D, the MS. adds ::i:Jw., ,D,., 

iT1:J1::i ', ::i,n ,.,tl pi, as we find in the con1mentary on 

Job xli. 2 2. vVe kno,v, therefore, that the author's 

nan1e ,vas Berechiah, and we kno,v no n1ore. 

1 OiT.,::l~ is an error of the scribe, and should be omitted. 
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In addition to the authorities given by Dr Schiller­

Szinessy n1ay be mentioned I{. Simeon b. Jochai (fol. 

1a), the Tikkun Sopherim (fol. 5a), Masseceth Sopherim 

(fol. 10a), and another R. Simeon (fol. 14b), who is 

different apparently from the R. Simeon mentioned on 

fol. 7 b, for Rashi attributes the interpretation given by 

the former on Job xxvii. 2 to R. J ehoshua, and the 

latter was contemporary with the author, for he pre­
faces his quotation with .,S 'c~. On fol. 16b the author 
refers to 'his commentary on Hosea, -and on fol. 1 7 b to 

his commentary on Isaiah. 

In The Jeivs of Ang·evin England (1893), p. 198, 

Mr Joseph Jacobs attributes ~he commentary on Job 
to Benedict of Oxford, whom he also calls R. Berechyah 

ben N atronai Crispia N akdan. This is, of course, a 

mere conjecture, but in the Jewish Encyclopedia 

(iii. 55) it is spoken of as if it were a certainty. In 
like n1anner the comn1entator's uncle Benjamin, whon1 

he mentions once, is said to have been identified with 

Benjamin of Canterbury or Ca1nbridge, while in the 

account of Benjamin hiri-iself (J. E. iii. 27) it is only 
conjectured that he was "probably" the con1mentator's 

uncle. The fact is that we know nothing about it, and 

it is best to say so. 
In the Introduction to The Ethical Treat~ses of 

Berachya son of Rabbi Natronai Ha-Nakdan, edited 

and translated by Professor H ern1ann Gopancz, will be 

found a full discussion of the author's name and date. 

Professor Gollancz does not allow that R. Berachya 

ben N atronai was the author of the commentary on Job, 
21 
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as Mr Jacobs holds, but in the course of his argument 

to prove that they were not identical he falls into a 

confusion which leads him to do injustice to Dr Schiller­

Szinessy. I will quote his words (Introduction, p. xxv), 

and then point out the confusion. Speaking of the 

Leipzig MS. he says, '' I dra_w special attention. to this 

MS., inasmuch as Berachya, our author, has also been 

credited with a si111ilar commentary to the boo~ of Job, 

in connection with a manuscript at Cambridge, described 

by Mr Jacobs in Ang·evin England, pp. 198-9. Now 

in this commentary, according to Z unz, a number of 

authors are mentioned, and among then1 Kresbia ha­

N akdan b. Isaac and Berachja,-the identical names 

that occur in the Cambridge manuscript, a fact that 

has been entirely overlooked by Dr Schiller-Szinessy 

(in his description of the manuscript), Mr Joseph 

Jacobs, Dr Neubauer (Je'lvish Quarterly, vol. ii.), etc." 

Now in 1845, when Zunz wrote, he did not know of 
the existence of the Cambridge MS., if indeed he ever 

knew of it, and what he says applies only to the 

Leipzig MS., in which alone the above-mentioned 

names occur. They are not found in the Cambridge 

MS. at all, and Dr Schiller-Szinessy and others cannot 

be blamed for having overlooked what did not exist. It 

appears that Professor Gollancz n1ust have supposed that 

.Zunz's description applied also to the Cambridge MS. 

1\1 y own part in connection with the commentary 

may be briefly described. In the year 187 4, at Dr 
Schiller-Szinessy's suggestion, I copied the MS. in 

brief intervals of scanty leisure, and prepared it for 



Commentary on the Book of Job 

CAP. I.-1. w,~, a man.-_ 'The great and eminent 

scholar, Rabbi Samuel, of blessed memory, reproves 

all those who explain this word w,~ as designating a 

prince and a great man, because he found [in Judges 

_xix. I J : and there was a man sojourning -in the out­

~!f-irts of Mount Ephra-inz whose nanze was M-icah, and 
there the_ context sho\vs that he had an image. But 
I do not understand the ground for his objection, for 

in that passage also he (Micah) is called nzan, w,~, 
because he was known in those days to be wealthy 

and honoured. Those who are of that opinion ex­

plain it in the same way as other gods ; for there 
is no God, but One. The meaning of w,~ nzan is, 

a prince and a great man ; e.g. ( 1 Kings ii. 2) be 

thou strong and be a nzan, which means : till thou 

becomest known to be a strong man and a warrior, 
for he was a man and not a woman. Thus also 

( I Sam. xxvi. I 5) A rt thou not a nzan, and 'lvho -is 
likt unto tizee -in Israel? It is proved by the words 

of Job ( xxix. 9) : The pr-inces refra-ined ta!ki1~g- and 
I 



2 COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. I. I. 

la£d tlzeir hand ( before thenz) on their nzouth. The 
context of the reading is in this way: having com­

menced the narrative thus: there was a man ,PTT W"~, 
TT • 

the thread mu·st be taken up again by the formula and 

he was "0;1- Thus (Esth. ii. 5) : there was a Jew is 
afterwards (v. 7) followed by "D;1, and he brought up 
Hadassah, because the phrase (v. 6) who had been 
carried away fro11z Jerusale1n_ intervenes. Here also, 

it having been said that he was rich and a lengthy 

description of his greatness having been given, he 

continues "D;1· But whenever the introductory word 

is "iJ;1 ( W"~) the narrative is at once proceeded with, 

without interruption. e.g. (J udg. xiii. 2) and there 
zvas a nzan fronz Zorah; ( Ruth i. 1) it canze to pass 
in the days· when the judges ruled; ( 1 Sam. i. 1) 

there was a certain nzan of Ranzathaz'nz. In the land 

of Uz. His country is mentioned because he dwelt 

in the land of the wise, as it is said ( v. 3) the greatest 
of all the nzen oj· the east ; for this is in the east, and 

U z belongs to Syria which is east of Edom, as it is 

said ( Is. ix. 11) Syria in the east and the Philistines 
behind. According to Aben Ezra, Job was of the 

descendants of Esau, for he was of the land of U z, 

and in proof he adduces ( Lam. iv. 21) : [ daughter] 
of Edonz that dwellest in the land of Uz. But I say 

that this is no proof, for we find the name of a certain 

U z among the sons of Seir the Horite whose land 

Esau the Edomite took, and he broug·ht back from 

Syria, as it is said : ( Gen. xxii. 2 1) Uz, his flrstborn; 
he was a son of N ahor of Syria. The men there 
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were wise, as it is said ( v. 3) : he was the wisest of 
all the nzen of the east. Another reason why the 
place is mentioned : because it is said after­

wards that the Chaldeans ( Chasdin1) fell upon his 
flocks, and U z and Chesed were brothers and dwelt 
in the land of the east. We are told that Abrahan1 
dwelt in the land of the east, as it is said (Gen. xxv. 

6) : he sent t/zeni away _jro1n Isaac his son, while he 

yet lived, to the land of the east. His (Job's) country 
being near theirs, they plundered and despoiled it. 
Perfect, simple, and upright. One may be called 
sinzple OQ because he is not wise enough to under­

stand, not having any ideas ; it is therefore said about 

Job that he was not wanting in wisdon1, but he 
discriminated between good and evil, therefore he 
directed his principles into the straight way, accord­

ing to the maxim ( Prov. xi. 5) : the righteousness of 

the perfect shall direct lzis way. A man n1ay be up­
right because he does not ,vant to be accused before 

the judges, or because he does not want to be spoken 
ill of by his neighbours, therefore it is said: and God 

fearing, he was pron1 pted to all this by his fear of 
God ; and it says : and he eschewed evil, in con -

sequence of his good disposition. The word 191 has 
a· Kametz, it has a different meaning from io, in 

Exod. viii. 25, and the swarnzs shall depart, which 
has a Pathah. 3. the greatest. The word great is 

comprehensive: great, generally, in wealth. There 
are two ways of explaining the reason ,vhy the details 

of his wealth are stated. First, it n1ay be to tell us 
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that, at the tin1e when the turn in his fortune took 

place, his neighbours n1ade an invasion to plunder 

him and to take his flocks, because he was so rich ; 

and, secondly, the reason why an account is given 

of his goods and his cattle, may be this : because 

it is mentioned in the end that God restored to him 

double of what they had taken from him; everything 

was doubled, except that his daughters were of 

double beauty only. and a great household. The 

household must be mentioned after the flocks ; thus 

( Gen. xx vi. I 4) : and the nzan waxed great and he lzad 
sheep and oxen and a very great lzousehold. For an 

owner of flocks cannot exist without menservants and 

maidservants and shepherds, to lead them. His wealth 

in land is not enumerated, for that is not the way 

of the text to do, except in the case of a king, or a 

governor, or a prince. 4. in the house of each on his 
day. In the house of each on the day appropriate 

for hin1 ; the first day for the first son, the second day 

f o~ the second, and so on, seven days for the seven 
sons. their three sisters. r[ o tell us· the cause 

why they were all killed at the same time, and 

he had not taken care of them. 5. when the 
days of the feasting were gone about. An ex-
pression of going round. This was on the seventh 

day, when they always used to recommence, on the 
next day, their turn and turn about. Then : Job sent 

and sanctified them, saying : sanctify yourselves for 

the morrow, which is the first day. and he offered 
• 

burnt offerings. That which \Ve find in Yelanidenu 
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(lVIidrash Tanchuma, Gen. xv. r) that Rabbi Shimon 

ben J ochai said that a burnt offering is brought [ to 

atone J for [ evil] thoughts of the heart--these words 

are in accord 'lvitli the context; for this is what Job 
said : It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed 

God in their hearts. Having eaten and drunk to 

satisfaction and drunkenness, their heart becan1e 

haughty, according to the verses ( Deut. viii. r 2, r 4) : 

lest tlzou eatest and art full . . . . and tliy heart be 
lifted up ; and according to the verse ( Prov. xxx. 9) : 

lest 1 be full, and den;1, and say, Who is the Lord? 
They have cursed, like ( r Kings xxi. r 3) N aboth dz'd 
blasplzenze God and the king. This is what the Satan 

said (Job i. r r, ii. 5) : and he 'lvill curse thee to th)' 
face: Thou sayest that he brings burnt offerings for 

the thoughts of his sons, and he will curse thee 

with a loud voice in public, if Thou wilt do to hin1 

what I say. Thus Job did continually, iT~J?~ indicates 
repetition. 

6. The sons of God. i.e. the angels, as is evident from 

(Job xxxviii. 7) vVhen the 1norni1~g- stars sang together, 
and all the sons of God sliouted for ;·oy. They are 

those who rule the world for evil and for gooL:. 

Daniers prophecy is a proof of this in the passage 

(x. 20, 2 r) referring to the prince of Persia, the prz"nce 
of Greece, and none holdeth 7-vith nze but Micliael ; 1our 
prince. Also Zechariah's prophecy. 1'he expression 

sons of God is like son of tlie bo'lv (archer), son of death 
( destined to die), anq means : endowed with divinity 

and ruling power. To present themselves before the 
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Lord. We can explain this like ( Is. iii. I 3) : the Lord 
standeth up to plead, or like ( Zech. vi. 5) : front 
standing before tlze Lord of all the earth, to be ready 

to execute his n1ission, as it is said ( I Kings xxii. 19) : 

and al/ the lzost of heaven standZ:ng by lzinz on lzis right 
hand and on lzis lift, and like (Ps. ciii. 20): bless the 
Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do hzs 
conznzandrnents, hearkening unto the voz:ce of his 'lVord. 
The Satan, an_ angel who vvas appointed for this. 

Thus in the prophecy of Zechariah (iii.) 2 : The ~ord 
shall rebuke thee, 0 Satan. As one is called wise on 

account of his wisdom, thus he is called Satan; 

because He made him an accuser and caused him 

in this way to go to and fro in the earth. 'fherefore 

he says: 7. Whence comest thou. T'hus we find 

( Zech. i. 1 I) : t ✓f/e have 'lValked to and fro through the 
earth, and, behold, all the earth sittetlz still, and is at 
rest. 1"heref ore he was renzenzbered before the Holy 

One, blessed be He, since he found an opportunity 

to do harn1, God having said to him : whence comest 

thou? This is only in the san1e way as He said 

to Balaam ( N um. xxii. 9) : 'lVho are these nzen ? and 
to Hezekiah also, for the purpose of entering upon a 

discourse-and He further said : hast tlzou considered 
[ my servant Job], and he [the Satan] answered: 

from going to and fro in the earth, implying by 

this : to do what it ,vas proper for me to do; the 

service [imposed on n1e ]. 8. Hast thou con­

sidered. Since thou sayest that thou wast going 

to and fro in the earth, hast thou investigated con-
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cerning Job, that there is none like him on earth, 
and that his merit is [ enough J to protect all n1an­

kind ; and where wilt thou find the like of hin1 ? 

For even when he is in doubt (whether a sin was 

con1mitted) he forestalls and brings burnt offerings 
as an· atonen1ent for· his sons; \vhat then would he 

not do in the case of wilful transgression ? 9. Is it 

for nought. This means : if for nought, without 

benefits and wealth and honour with which Thou 
hast supplied hin1, he would fear [1..,hee ], Thou 

wouldst be able to praise him, for his fear would 

then be obvious, or if evil occurrences were prepared 

for hin1 and he would yet cleave unto Thee. But 

now horzv 1.vill it /zap pen that he should fear Thee? 

10. Hast Thou not made a fence about him, protected 

h in1 by a strong wall, so that no one should hurt 

hin1 (and) his house. I I. But put forth Thy hand 

now, and touch his wealth and his children, and 
1 ... hou shalt see whether he will not curse Thee to 

1..,hy face. And I say that the words: and touch all . 
that he has mean: let his sins take hold on him 

(be visited on hin1) so that his children die, till he 

pref er death to life ; then canst Thou try hin1 
whether his heart is perfect with 1..,hee. I 2. Only 
upon himself put not forth thy hand, to his very 

body to injure hin1. But as for God, blessed be 

He, bJ1 Hinz actions are weig·hed ( I San1. ii. 3). He 

n1eant him to ren1ain alive to show his [high J 
qualities to n1ankind. 1..,hus : God tried A brahani 

(Gen. xxii. I), for the Holy One, blessed be He, 
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knew that he would not withhold his son from Him ; 
but it was only in order to show to all that he 

feared and loved Him. I 4. And there came a 
messenger, one of the servants beside tlze1n namely, 

the oxen. Close to the1n, as : and next to hint re­

paired in the book of Ezra (Nehemiah iii. pass-ini), 

and ( 2 Samuel xiv. 30) : See, J oab's portion is near 

to niine. f'urther, this is the way of til1ers of the 

ground, that they have, near to the field t~at is 

tilled, a meado~· and a pasturage for their cattle. 

Therefore, this is here mentioned. 15. And Sheba 
fell (upon them), a troop of Sheba ca1ne suddenly 

upon them, for the Sabaeans were his neighbours, 

as I mentioned above, and the word and fell is like 

(Gen. xxv. I 8): and in the presence of all hz"s 

brethren he fell. and I only escaped, 1-·.e. no one 

escaped except me alone that I may be able to tell 

you this. It was the Satan who had set him on 

and told him in order to provoke him to anger till 

he would sin either by action or by speech. r 6. 

While he was yet speaking, in order to vex him 

time after time, without interruption, first, in regard 

to his property, and afterwards, more severely, in 

regard to human life. Every time the death of the 

servants is mentioned together with that of the 

cattle, in consequence of their guarding the she­

asses, the can1els, and the sheep. In reference to the 

camels three bands are mentioned, because there ,vere 

three thousands of them, a band for each thousand. 

r 8. While he was yet speaking ( or rather, before 
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he spoke). Here it is said i.lJ untz'/, but on the 

occasions of the fire of God, and of the three bands, 

it is said i,1', which n1eans: while he was speaking, 

but this is like ( r San1. xiv. r 9) : until Saul spoke unto 
the priest, and like (N eh. vii. 3) : untz'/ the;, stand b;, 
let thenz shut tlie doors, the meaning of \vhich is 

before ; and so it is here, before he had spoken at all. 

r 9. From the other side of the wilderness, from the 

side of the place where the wind has free play. the 
corners of the house, to throw in to confusion all that 

was in the house, which was all shaking, and they 

had no place to flee to. 20. And he rent his robe. 
As he said ( xxix. r 4) : like a robe and a dz.adenz niy 

judgnient. He only rent it in the way of rnourning 

for his children. and he tore out [the haz·r of] his 

head, if. ( N um. xi. 3 r) and drew quails, an expression 

of drawing from the sea, thus he pulled and tore out 

his hair. The word his lzead stands for tlze hair of liis 
head, or for the crozvn of Ins head, as he said ( xix. 9) : 

he has renioved the crozvn of nzy head. In the san1e 

way we find ( Ps. lxxxiii. r 4) : as the flanze that sets 
the 1nountains on fire, which means the trees on the 
nzountains ; and also ( Ps. cxix. r 20) : nzy flesh stood on 
end froni the fear of thee, for tlze hair of 1llJ' flesh ; 
thus also in this book (iv. I 5) : tlze hair of nzy flesh 
stood up. 2 r. Naked came I out, [ deprived] of 

property and children that existed until now ; and in 

the end naked shall I return thither, in that very 

same nakedness, for if my children and my property 

had remained with me till the day of n1y death I 



10 CO1'1MENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. 1. 22. 

should not have carried them with n1e. The Lord 
gave me everything after I was born, and the Lord 

who gave it, took it away, and no other, and I can only 

bless Him and acknowledge His kindness that they 

remained until now. This I understood fron1 Rabbi 

E liezer of Beaugency, and I pref er it to all other 

interpretations which I have seen, for it is after the 

style of Ecclesiastes ( v. r 5 ), naked shall he return· to 

g-o as lze canze. Only, in reference to the word thithe!, 
his explanation does not seen1 to me to be accurate. 

I think, therefore, that tlzz"ther implies, that he pointed, 

as it were, to the place of his grave in the dust. 

1'his is also the style of this book (iii. r 9) : The snzall 

and the great are there, without it being specified in 

wlziclz place ; and also in Ecclesiastes (iii. I 7) : tlzere 

is a tinze there for every purpose and for eve1J1 ivork. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, for all the benefits 

He has hitherto bestowed upon me, although He has 

again taken away His own. I saw R. J acob's inter­

pretation, but it does not seen1 to me to be accurate. 

2 2. And he did not give foolishness, as (J er. xxiii. 

I 3) : and anzong the prophets of Sanzaria I have seen 
foolzshness-(He did not) say His judgn1ent is a vain 

and foolish thing (Lam. ii. 14), b_ut he blessed Him. 

He did not give, with His mouth, as ( Lev. xvi. 2 r ), 

he shall give thenz upon the head of tlze g-oat; ( Deut. 

xi. 29) : thou shaft give the oles sing- upon tlze 1nount 
Gerezinz ; (] ob xxxvi. 3) and I 1.vill g-ive righteousness 
to nzy !1// aker ; ( r Sam. xvi ii. 8) : the)' lzave given to 
David ten thousands. 
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CAP. I 1.-I. Before the Lord. Not so, in the first 

instance, because then he had no intention to 1nJure ; 

but he only (presented himself) with the sons of God 

who were angels like himself. But this tin1e it was 

his purpose to .injure Job, he had therefore to present 

hin1self, for he had an opening to start from. Then 

the Holy One, blessed be He, said to hin1 : 3. Hast 

thou considered, that, however much injury thou 
didst to him, he did not becon1e false to his faith and 

fear of God, for there is none like him. Behold, thou 

incitedst me to swallow him up, and to destroy him 

for no cause, for I knew that he would be steadfast 

in his integrity. 4. Skin for skin. It is the style of 

this book to call the parts of the body skin. Thus 

( xv_iii. 1 3) : It shall devour the s tren._g th of his skin, 
(xix. 26) and after nzy skin. The meaning is this, 

that it is the way of the world, that whenever a strong 
disease con1es upon a man on one of his limbs, and he 

is afraid lest it may spread fron1 there and spread over 

his whole body, he cuts that limb off, so that the rest 

of his body may remain sound. And if a man sees a 

sword drawn over his head, he will place his hand 

or his arn1 as a· protection over his head. Thus it is 

the way of man to place his children, who are like 

the limbs of his body, and give them up for lost, as 

long as only his own life escape. 5. And he will 

curse thee to thy face. On account of the death of 

his children. For he will fear and be concerned 

about his ewn life, lest a mishap befall him, as befell 
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his children. Or he will curse thee may be explained 

as ( 1 Kings xxi.) : Naboth dzd blasphenie; when thou 

shalt touch himself, for he was not concerned about 

his children and the word (in verse 4) he will gz"ve is 

[ as { Lam. iii. 2 9) : he zvilt give his nzouth in the dust], 
it means he will leave, ( allozv ), as (Numbers xxi. 2 3 ), 

and Sihon did not g·ive. and touch his bone, so that 

he may prefer death to life. For he will not be able 

to bear the pain. 6. Save his life. Thou shall not 

smite him in a vital part, so that he· would die thereof. 

7. From the sole of his foot unto his crown. Thus : 

{Is. i. 6) Fronz the sole of his foot unto the head 
there i's no soundness z"n it. 8. A potsherd. For he 

could not scrape himself with his nails on account of 

the boils. The word iJ~~D? is a hapax legonienon and 

must be explained fron1 the context : he passed the 

potsherd to 8.nd fro and scraped and peeled the scab 

of his flesh. Thus in the Mishna ( Rosh. Hashana, 

2 7 b) : he scrapes and reduces z't to a thin skin. And 
he was sitting down among the ashes; already, to 

mourn for his children. This clause prefaces that 

which Job was to say afterwards (xvi. r 5), and I 
defiled 1ny horn in the dust. 9. And his wife said 
to him. The Satan incited her to speak like this, 

for she could not understand to discern of herself that 

this was by the way of a temptation, and to say to 
him : art thou still steadfast in thy integrity, using 

the same expression as the Holy One, blessed be He: 

and /ze zs still steadfast, and the expression of cursing 
God, used by t_he Satan : he zvill curse thee to tlly 
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face. And how should she know that he would 

die if he were to curse? Many wicked people do 

so and live. But it may be also that she said this 

on her own account; when she saw the boils on him, 

that he could no longer be firm and Ii ve, she 

counselled him thus : although thou doest not 

blaspheme in private, for thou fearest God; yet, 

curse Him in public, so that people shall hear it and 

kill thee-after the manner when Naboth cursed-, 
for this will be better for thee than living with such 

plagues. 1 o. Also the g·ood: together with the evil 

we received until now. If now we would not receive 

the evil, when con1ing by itself, it will be found that 

we did not serve God from love, but only in return for 

the good which He gave us. Job's words in many 

places prove that all this was in the way of trial ; 

thus: (ix. 23) if tlze scourge slay suddenly, he 'lvill 
nzock at tlze trial of the z'nnocent, and in other passages. 

But he thought ; since He tried me in my goods, my 

children, my body, and I do not curse . . . . But 

the Satan left him as yet, but increased his pain 

every day, till the Holy One, blessed be ·He, Himself 

comforted him ; for his friends also would vex him 

and add fresh pain to his pain. with his lips. Even 

with vvords, to say : why has this _trouble befallen me? 

But when the pain became greater he said many 

,vords, as (iii. 2 3), and to the nzan 'lVhose 'lvay is hidden. 
But according to the simple meaning: . . . . to curse 

in public, as his wife had counselled him, so as to 

hasten his death-as if it were said : in hz's heart. 
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1 1. That was come upon him. T'hey had com­

n1 u nicated with each other and appointed a tin1e. 

to come to him. Thus ( Amos iii.· 3) : Can t7.vo 7.valk 

together except they be agreed? To mourn with him 
and to comfort him. For this is the way of those 

who comfort, to 1nourn first, saying to him : an 

evil incident has befallen thee, for ( thou has lost) 

goodly children and great substance. After that they 

would comfort him, saying to him : thou ma yest still 

recover, and bring- forth children, and become rich. 

The word i1:JS means coniplaindre, as (J er. xxii. 1 o) : 
do ye not benzoan hinz. But 1 2. when they lifted up 
their eyes and did not recognise him, because of the 

appearance- he presented, from his boils and his torn 

robe, and they saw that no one \Vas smitten ,vith 

plague and sickness like him, then 1 3. none spake a 
word unto him, to comfort hin1. For they saw that his 
grief was great, and wherewith should they comfort 

him, since he was so much smitten, and had reached 

the gates of death. Thus ( Lam. ii. 13): What shall I 

equal to thee that I nzay conifort t~ee, for thy breach zs 
great lzke the sea. 1'he word _/ ronz afar is used 

( v. I 2) to denote that they feared to approach him 

at first on account of his n1any diseases. After\vards 

they sat down with him. Then he could not refrain 

hin1self any longer, for, 7.vhzle he 7.vas nzusinl: the fire 
burned ( Ps. xxxix. 4) : He opened his mouth. Not as 

she (his \vife) had told hi111, but to curse his day. 

Before com1nencing to interpret the speeches, I 

remark, that this Job, about whom there are so many 
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different op1n1ons among the wise men in Israel in 
regard to the age· in which he lived-one says one 

thing, and another says another thing-that this Job, 
I say, must have lived after I)aniel. For w.e find in 

Ezekiel (xiv. 14, 20) : Noah, Daniel, and _job three (?) 
times in the same order. What our sages say in 

regard to the question~ why, in that passage, these 
were singled out by name from among all the pious 

and wise men, is well known. According to our 

opinion, in consideration of the context of the chapter 

in Ezekiel, the reason is, because Noah saved through 

his merit himself and .his three sons with him, 

thus did Daniel [ save three men, namely J Hananiah, 

M ishael, and Azariah ; and Job also saved his three 

friends, as it is proveq at the end of the book, (xlii. 8) : 

and my servant./ ob shall pray for ;1ou, for hi11i I 'lvill 
accept. I say, therefore, that these three men, who 

each of them saved three others with them, will now 

be unable to save either son or daughter, as it is 

stated in that chapter. 

CAP. I I I.-2. And Job answered, i.e. he cried, as 

(Deut. xxvi. 5) and thou shaft atisiver and say; ( Exod. 

xv. 2 I) Miria11i ans'lvered thenz. 3. All con1mentators 

are unanimous that he cursed a day in the past, and 

the n1eaning of the verse is : Let perish the day of 

birth, and its night, on which it was said, a male child 
has been conceived. This was at the end of nine 

months, for then it was kno\vn whether it was a male 

or a fem ale child. 1'he word iT-:;J,iT is, according to 
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the first grammarian, equivalent to was born, as in 

1 Chron. (iv. r 7) : and she bore (iiJtiJ) ilfz'rianz, where 

the context excludes any other interpretation except 

that of bz°rth. The proper interpretation here is that 

of Rabbi Eliezer of Beaugency. Let the day on 

which I was born perish fron1 all the days of the year, 

that always darkness shall be thereon. Also the 

night on which--whosoever-said and told the world 

about me that a male child had been conceived, i.e. 

may the night on which I was conceived also perish 

every year. After the manner of Ps. (xix. 3) : day 

unto day uttereth speech and nzght unto nz"g-ht . . . . 1'he 
event in the night being a hidden thing, the expression 

said is added. The explanation of the perishing of 

the day is proceeded with, followed by that of the 

perishing of the night. The perishing of the day : 

that it s~all be dark, that God shal1 not regard it 

from above, or from the upper existences, to complete 

its due and regular order, to light it _so that it be a day. 

As in Deut. ( xi. I 2) : which the Lord thy God regards 

to give it (the land) its due and regular order, to 

water it and to soften it ( Ps. lxv. _ro, r r ). 4. Let not 
shine upon it : on account of 1ne. Light, i.e. the 

breaking of the dawn .... it is the light of the morn­

ing, so that, on that day, the darkness of the night be 

prolonged every year, till it ,vill be understood that 

it is on account of my birth, so that that day will be 

lost. A similar expression was employed by Jeremiah 

when he cursed his day (xx. 14) : cursed be the day 

'l.R.Jherez°n I 1.vas born, and as we find there ( v. r 7) : 
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because he slezv nze not front the zvonzb, so it is said 

here : ( v. 1 o) because -i't shut not up the doors of [nz;1 

niother's J wonzb, and (v. 1 1) : why died I not froni the 

zvonzb zvhen I canze out of the belly, at the tin1e of birth, 

as it is said in N iddah ( fo. 3 1 b ), that shortly before 

the birth takes place the child goes up fron1 the on, 
( won1b) to the jbJ. (belly), and this causes the pains 

of travail of which the won1an suffers in childbirth. 

Let the day perish. wherein I was born, everywhere 

else conception is mentioned first, and birth af!er, 

e.g. and she conceived and bore (Gen. iv. 1 ), and in 

n1any other passages ; but here birth is mentioned 

before conception ; because, when a son is born to 

one of the princes of the earth the night of his con­

ception is calculated "from the hour that he was born. 

5. Let stain it : Some say that this '=lil?~? is an ex­

pression of filth· and dirt, as ( Malachi i. 7) : polluted 

bread, (Zeph. iii. r) : filthy (-rebellious-) and polluted. 

But according to the gran1marians it is an expression 

of reden1ption, because it is in the Qal, and the 

meaning is: it shall have no other redeemers and 

relations except darkness and shadow of death. It 

can also be explained to n1ean : taking b;1 force as 

(Exod. vi. 6): and I shall redeenz ;1ou zvith out­

stretclzed arni ;-darkness and shadow of death shall 

redeem it and take it by force. And besides darkness 
Let a cloud dwell upon it, when the stars diffuse their 

light thereon as at night. But it might be said that this 
would be a benefit to n1ost n1en, that they would be at 

rest from wars and from evil occurrences ; therefore he 
2 
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says let them terrify it, like ( Ps. xci. 6) the pestilence that 
rzvalketh in the darkness, and the cloud like hail, fire, 

and brimstone, and tempest, and whirlwind, and evil 

occurrences, and this is : like the bitter things of the 
day, which embitter the day, like (Deut. xxxii. 24): 

and bz.'tter destruct£on. According to Ibn Ezra it 

is the strength of the heat of noon which is like 

deadly poison. Thus far the explanation of the 

perishing of the day. He now proceeds to explain 
the perishing of the night. Namely: 6. Let thick dark­
ness seize it every year, immediately upon sunset, 

that no stars shine thereon. Let it not rejoice, an 

expression of rejoicing, as ( Ps. xxi. 7) : thou 1nakest 

hint glad rzv£th joy. And, therefore, Let it not come 
into the number of the months. For it is the way 

of man to start his reckoning from a .day of joy, not 

from the day of his mourning. It can also be ex­

plained thus : It shall not be joined, to be reckoned 

from the day before, to be counted among the days 

of the month after the waning of the moon and its 

becoming full again. This he means by saying Let 
it not come into the number, on account of the 

thick and black darkness thereon. For when the 

world shall see that this is its rule and order every 

year, they will then no longer reckon it among the 

days of the month, because the dominion of sun 

and moon, as instituted at the creation, does not 

apply to it. If this were only to take place once 

they \Vould not omit .it in the order of days and 

nights. Having concluded the subject of the night, 
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he draws the inference that this night is only fit 
to be 7. Solitary and in loneliness, that no man shall 

lie with his wife, but that the latter shall be separated 
from him and solitary, so that she shall not conceive 

on that night in every year, since thereon was born one 

plagued and stricken and afflicted like me. Let not 

come thereon the voice of the rejoicing of the bride­

groom and bride, for the union on that night will not 
lead to happiness. 8. Let them curse it that curse 
the day. They who· curse the day that is bitter 
to them ; for it is the way of the world, that when 

a n1an goes out to his work and his occupation 
and the day is intensely dark to curse it; for 

it is not the nature of the day. But as for the 

night, such is its nature; moreover, he does not 

go out in the night as in the day, then why should 

he curse it? Therefore, he (Job) connects his curse 

with the curse of the day. Or, perhaps, the expres­
sion let thenz curse it refers to the day and to the night 

the time of which he mentioned as (belonging) to 
another day (?). Who are ready : refers to let thenz 

curse it, namely: those who curse the day. Accord­

ing to Ibn Ezra the "people who bewail" (the 9ead) 
are meant. The meaning may be this : those who 

curse a day of intense darkness, when, at the approach 

of the dawn, they are ready and prepared to rouse up 
jri"~S, i. e. their intercourse, to go out to their work or 
on a journey, let them curse it, because : 9. The stars 
of the twilight thereof are dark, namely : of that night, 

and do not shine forth at the approach of day, if. 
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( 2 I(ings vii. 5) : and they rose up in the twilig·ht, for 

they look forward to it that the stars n1ay shine 

forth at the approach of day, which is a sign to 

the wayfarers. But they are dark and do not shine; 

everyone looks for light but there is none, nor 
does anybody see on that night the eyelids of the 

morning, for thus the light of the morning appears 

when it comes forth, like eyelids. Thus he also says 

about the Leviathan ( xli. I o [ = I 8]), and his eJ1es are 

like tlze eyelids of tlie nzorning. According to I bn 

Ezra, the I in p::,~')~ is instead of a o, like the j in I(ing 

Hanun j~JO, and Job xxiv. 2 2, and he is not sure of lzje 

r:tr:;i. T'hey therefore curse the day, and they curse 

also the night ,vith it, on account of the darkening of 

the night [ and] of the stars. He now proceeds to ex­

plain why the night should be cursed so much, and says: 

Rightly so, 10. Because it shut not up the doors of 

.,~~~, which is the navel through which the food reaches 

the child before it is born. Other commentators ex­

plain it as the worn b that received my seed, for if it 

had been shut up it would not have absorbed it. In 

that case the night ,vould have hidden from my eyes 

the trouble that I see now, but now that the womb 

absorbed the seed: till I was fashioned and left therein, 

I 1. Why not 'from' the womb, if I had died in the 

won1b, as mentioned; but since I did not die, ' from ' 

the 'lVOJnb, ' from' the i~'.;1, when I came out, I should 

have perished. But having come out from the womb 

and not died I 2. Why did the knees receive me, of 

the nurse and the midwife; and, since they did receive 



I I I. 16. CO~IMENTARV ON THE BOOK OF JOB. 21 

n1e, ,vhy have I come to the suckling of breasts? 

I 3. For now, if I had died at one of the periods I men-. 
tioned, should I have lien down and I should have 

been quiet, but not as I a1n quiet and resting, but I 

should have slept the everlasting sleep 14. With kings 

and counsellors of the earth. And if I had not been 

honoured with the burial of kings, and their coun­

sellors who are second in rank to then1, I shouid 

have lain r 5. with princes who are third in rank 

to them, or, at the very least, 1 6. as a hidden un­

timely birth, that is buried any,vhere, with no 

special burying place, and not ,vith other people 

because i'ts flesh -is half consunzed (Numb. xii. I 2 ). I 
had not been now to be buried by n1yself, after the 

manner of people that had had the plague or had been 

stricken with boils, as it is found in the case of U zziah 

(2 Chron. xxvi. 23). Because he ,vas a leper, he was 

not buried in the sepulchre of the kings but like a 

hidden untin1ely birth. This would have been better 

for me than it is now that I \vas not buried like a 

hidden untimely birth, but [that I shall be buried] with 

other men. But as it happens that an untimely birth 

lives for thirty days and sees the sun ,vith its eyes, I 

further say : As infants that have not seen the light, 

after the saying of Solomon, ,vho said (Eccl. vi. 3) 

that, an untz'nzely birth -is better than he, and again 

(-ibz'd. 5) : -it has not seen the sun nor knorzvn it. Such 

are the infants alluded to here. Observe the context 

of the verses as I construed them. As he describes 

the ascent from the day that his seed ½·as conceived in 
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the womb, step by step, upwards till the suckling at 
the breasts, thus he describes the descent, step by 
step, downwards till his being in the grave. First he 
mentions the doors of the womb in which his seed was 

conceived, then his formation in the womb, then his 
issuing forth into the world, then his sitting on the 
knees, and at last his sucking the breasts. So far the 
ascent. Then follows his down ward course to the 
grave. First his burial with kings, then with coun­

sellors, with counsellors of the earth who built 11_:_p 

waste places for themselves.-He mentions of the 

counsellors that they build up waste places for them­
selves, because they are neither kings nor princes.­
Afterwards [he mentions his burial] with the princes, 

then 'lvith the untiniely birth, and then with the in/ants. 

r 7. There the wicked cease from troubling, in the 
grave which he has mentioned. The wicked who are 
afraid of, and concerned about, their death, cease to 
be concerned any longer, once they are there. And 
all r 8. the prisoners are at ease. Those ,vho were 
imprisoned on account of money matters, do not hear 
the voice of the . taskmaster, who presses them on 
account of some loan, or the r_anso1n of their lives. 
19. The small and the great are there equal, and the 
servant free, so that his master does no longer keep 

him in submission. Ref erring to the preceding phrase 
as infants 'lVho never sa'lv liglzt, he again says : 20. 

Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, 
like myself, who am stricken, and bitter of spirit because 
of my children. 2 1. And dig for it, search for it, 
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more than for hid treasures. Those who fron1 the 
great bitterness of their souls 2 2. Rejoice as unto 

exultation, and are glad when they can find a grave. 

A burial place, and not in the con ten1ptible manner 

n1entioned before. He adopts Solomon's phrase 

( Prov. ii. 4) : and search for her as hza treasures. 

He now proceeds to explain to what misery, to what 

kind of bitterness of spirit light and life ought not 

.to have been given. He says it is 23. To a 
man like me whose good way, and whose right­

eousness are hidden from the eyes of God and n1an. 

For I was righteous, and the fate of the wicked befell 

n1e, so that it i? said that all this has befall en me 

on account of n1y wickedness. All the answers of 

Eliphaz refer to this, that he had said that his way was 

hidden. And he has hedged in in the judgn1ent, as if 
clouds had intervened between hin1 and me·, so that 

he would not see n1y innocence, and he chastises 

me with sufferings. 'fhus ( Lam. iii. 44) : Thou hast 

covered tlzyseif 'lvitlz a cloud. Many commentators 
consider that this was a sin on the part of Job, saying 
(Isaiah xl. 27): 1ny 'lvay z·s hidden fro11z the Lord, 

and nzy judgnzent is passed azvay front 1ny God. But 

[ no blan1e attaches to Job J if we explain it in this 

way: lo a nzan zvhose zvaJ1 is now lzid fron1 the eyes 
of n1en, ,vho consider me to be wicked, since all this 

has befall en me ; and he has he~g-ed in, God has 

already for n1any • days put a hedg·e round hz"ni ; as it is 

said (i. I o) : hast not thou nzade a he1ig·c about hinz­

then there is no n1urn1uring in the expression, and 
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he explains how his \Vay was hidden. 24. For before 
my bread, before I eat I sigh for my children. Before 

1n;1 bread can also be explained : \V hen I was still 

wealthy and honoured I sighed for my sons, who ate 

by themselves, it might be that they sinned and 

blasphemed God in their hearts, because of their 

abundant plenteousness. and my roarings are poured 

out like water on their account. I did not roar with­

out tears. This verse is, perhaps, like ( Ps. cii. I o) : 
For I have eaten ashes lz.ke bread, and nzingled 1ny 

drink witlz, 1.veeping·: meaning that the tears fell into his 

cup. For it is the manner of the verse to mention 
the drink after the bread. He says: nzy roaring-s 

against his sons when he e~horted and sanctified 

them. And nzy roarings 1.vere poured out like water, 

metaphorically, without intermission, but running 

continuously without stopping. But all was of no 

avail to me. 2 5. For the thing I feared on their 
account has con1e upon me. For the children are 
dead. 2 6. I am not at ease, this refers to the report 

about the herds ; I am not· quiet, this refers to the 

destruction of the flocks ; I have no res_t, referring to the 
report about the camels. And after,vards the trouble 

came, to n1y body which was plagued and stricken ;­
or, the trouble came means the fear that was in my 
heart. 

CAP. IV.-r. And Eliphaz answered. In the same 
order as the verse says that they came to see him, they 
follo,v one another in their answers to Job, in every 
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speech. 2. Has the thing been tried. I have seen 
1nany explanations [ of this expression], but they are 
unsatisfactory. Son1e say it is like ~w::in, shall rzve raise 

tlze rzvord; if we raise our ,vords to thee wilt thou be 
\Veary ? rrhis is also the opinion of I bn Ezra, that 

the ::i is the sign of the plural, and the o stands for the 
w. • r his is also the opinion of the Masorete, who 

notes to no::in, that it occurs twice with different mean­

ings, once [Deut. iv. 34], and once [here J i:ii no::in. 

Others say that it means: thou hast already re­
ceived chastisP-ment, and now God tries thee, if thou 
shalt be silent it will be accounted to thee as suffering:s 
of love. And who is able to withhold words to this, 
and not answer thee. But the correct interpretation 

is as follows : hast thou Job been tried ; hast thou been 
tried and been accusto1ned to these sufferings tha,t thou 
art now too wearied and faint to bear them, and thou 
cursest thy days and mo1nents, saying: why does he giie 

l(rht to hint that is in 11ziserJ1 and life to the bitter of soul. 

The word thou art rzveary refers to : wliy is light 

given to hini that is in 1nzse1y. As if thou hadst 
never experienced anything but many evils. Who 
can, therefore, withhold and restrain words, that I 
should not answer thee ? 3. Behold thou hast re­
proved. Thou ,vast accustomed to reprove many, 

when sufferings befell them, thou didst warn the1n 
not to murn1ur at them, but to bear them in love 
as the judgment of God. And the hands that were 
weak from sufferings, as (Is. xiii. 7) : and all hands 

I 

are weak, - thou hast strengthened. Thou didst 
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strengthen them by thy con1forting words. And 
now that the san1e n1easure is n1eted out to thee, 
thou art weary, as if thou hadst borne then1 for 

ever so. long. How then couldst thou venture to 
strengthen others when thou art not able to bear? 
6. Is not thy fear. If thou wast indeed Godf earing 
as thou didst say, that very fear would be , thy 
confidence and thy trust that thou wouldst escape 

this trouble, and that God woul? again have mercy 
on thee, and [ that fear would be] thy hope-which 
is 1nSo:, thy confidence which he mentioned-; that 
thou wouldst hope for help. and the integrity of 
thy ways,-in which thou didst walk in integrity 
of heart, these ought to have been thy confidence, 
if it is indeed true what thou didst say that thy ,vay 
was hidden, and thy uprightness and integrity un­
known. For 7. Remember, I pray thee, who was 
ever innocent and perished, £. e. who perished, and 
where were the upright denied, £. e. destroyed ; as 
( Ex. ix. I 5 ), and thou 'lvast den-ied fronz the earth, 

the T argun1 (pseudo - Jonathan) is : and thou wast 
destroyed. An evil design is con1 pared to plough­
ing, as (Hos. x. r 3) you have ploughed wickedness, 

you have reaped -iniqu-it;1; (Prov. iii. 29) plough 

( devise) not evil against thy neighbour. Ren1en1ber 
(he says), I pray, if thou hast seen an innocent man 
who perished. 8. According as I have seen they 
that plough iniquity and sow trouble, that they reap 
the same and eat the fruit of their way and perish 
as in an instant. For 9. By the breath of God 
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they perish, which is, in one breath, as (Is. xxx. 33) 
the breath of the Lord is like a streanz of brinzstone. 
Not so (the righteous one) who (Prov. xxiv. 16) 
falls seven tinzes and rises up agai"n. But they who 

devise evil have no foothold at the day of judg­
ment. And as I have seen 10. The roaring of the -
lion, when he roars over his prey, for he will not 

roar if he sees no prey, and the voice of the fierce 

-lion likewise. And they die for hunger, for they 
do not find sufficient for them. And as I have 

. 
seen the teeth of the young lions, teanng 

their prey, wandering, (or) broken. Their teeth are 
broken; or, they die from lack of prey, (Amos iv. 6) 
in clean11ess of teeth ; as r r. The old lion is lost 

from his company and wanders from want of food 
and the whelps of the lioness that are scattered abroad 

here and there to seek for prey and do not find it ; 

for that is the way of (Nahum ii. I 3) the lion, that 
tears for lizs iv/ielps when he finds prey. So also thou, 
if thou hadst been of such integrity and uprightness 
as thou sayest, and as the world thinks, all this would 
not have befall en thee. The expressions lion, fierce 
lion, ;101tng lion, old li"on, are metaphorical to denote 
men of blood and deceit, workers of violence, after the 

style of (Ps. xxxiv. I I) : the young lions do lack and 
suffer hunger, but they that seek the Lord shall not 
ivant any good thz"ng. The author of Hajjug (J ehudah 

Hajjug) says that 1.l.?l'JJ is the sc1me as 1.l.?i:,J, but (the n) 
is dageshed on account of the pause accent, as (Is. 

xxxii i. I 2, J er. Ii. 5 8) : that are burned, "lr-1~", in fire, 
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from the san1e root as (Ez. xxi. 3) ./ 'l.cnll kz'ndle a fire 

i1l thee; and also as ( Is. xli. I 7) failetlz, nntvJ, for 

thirst, like (J er. li. 30 ), their 1Jught /,as failed. I 2. And 
to me a word came by stealth, I heard a word in 

secret. Or, it ca1ne by stealth may mean, I did not 

kno,v thy disposition uqtil now that I recognize thee. 

It came by stealth would be then like ( Gen. xxxi. 20) : 

and Jacob stole tlze heart, and (2 Samuel xv. 6), and 

A bsalo1Jz stole the heart. And mine ear received a 
stain, my ear understood the report of the word. A 
stain thereof, as (Ex. xxxii. 2 5),for a disgrace to tlzez·r 

enenzies; an expression of rottenness and corruption, 
-f ron1 that misfortune that has befall en thee. I bn 
Ezra explains it thus: n1y ear is not able to receive 

the superior good fron1 hin1, as (Job. xxvi. I 4 ), 7.vhat 

little of tlze 'l.Vord. r 3. In thoughts, \Vhen I \vas ponder­
ing on the matter when the report of your mishap came 
unto n1e. from the visions of the night, as (Daniel ii. 

29): thJ1 thoug·hts canze ujo1l thJ1 bed. When deep 
sleep falls, prophecy is heard in the \\'ay of a drean1. 

I 5. Stood up, from fear of the spirit that passed by n1e 

the hair of my flesh stood up. According to R. 

Samuel it means : the wind of the spirit caused my 
flesh to tremble, because the expression iit>"'D is not 
found in reference to hair, but to flesh, as it is said 

( Ps. cxix. I 20) : 11l)' flesh tre11zbles fronz fear, and thus 
Rab Joseph translated it : the 'l.Vind caused 1ll)' flesh to 

burn; But Rab explains ,oor, from the san1e root 
as ri,,ooo (Eccl. xii. 1 1) nazls, because pain is like a 

nail fastened. And \vhen it came opposite me : 1 6. It 



IV. 19. COMMENTARY ON TI-IE BOOK OF JOB. 29 

stood still, and I looked at it to see whether I recog­
nized it, but I was not able to do so, because ( Deut. 
xxxi v. 1 o) there has not arisen a prophet like Moses, 
rzvhonz the Lord knerzv face to face, but only (Numb. xii. 
6) I speak rzvith him in a dreanz, as a form was before 
my eyes, that spoke in a whisper, and this is a silence, 
and nevertheless I heard a voice, that said : 1 7. Is 
man more righteous than God? as much as to say: I 
.am righteous and God dealt unjustly with me. 18. 
Behold in his servants, and in his ministers his 
angels, the host of heaven that are habitually before 
him, he does not trust, he finds no faithfulness in 
them ; or, he 
to try them. 

does not trust, but he tests them 
I_ find it most probable that the 

expression his servants is used here as in the last 

spee~h of Bildad the Shuhite (xxv. 5): behold even the 
nzoon has no brightness, and the stars are not pure 
in hz's sight, how much less human beings, that are 
19. dwellers in houses of clay, who are not habitually 
in His presence that the fear of I--1 im should lie on 
them, for their foundation is in the dust, and their 
habitation is not in the place of His glory, and they 
sin and say God does not see ; They are crushed from 
heaven before the moth. So that worms rule over 
them whilst they are yet living, to humble their heart 
with trouble, perchance they will return from their 
\vays. The sons of the moth are mentioned in accord­
ance with the verse (Job xxv, 6): How nzuch less nzan 
that z·s a rzvor1n, and the son of nzan that is a rzvorvz, for 
the morning ( z'bid. 5) and the stars are not pure z·n his 
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sight, as it is said in Bildad's speech. My explanation 

is• confirmed by that speech of Eliphaz himself, that 

commences (xv. 2) : Should a rzvise nzan nzake ansrzver, 

in which it is said (v. r 5): Behold he puts no trust in 

holy ones, and the Jzeavens are not pure. Th is verse 

proves it, in reference to heaven and the heavenly 

host. For man was created only for the sake of 

studying the Torah, as it is said (Ps. xlix. r r) for he 

sees the wise nzen die.-Having said that they are 

crushed, he proceeds to explain in what manner. 

Namely 20. Betwixt morning and evening they are 
destroyed, z'.e. they are suddenly crushed, misfortune 

follows misfortune, that they may repent and be 

hun1bled. Without regarding; should they take no 

notice of it in their hearts to repent, then they perish 
for ever. Or the meaning may be : Before any has 

yet regarded their downfall tlze;1 have perished for ever. 

And also 2 1. The re1nnant of them, z·.e. their children 

and their wealth, as (Job xxii. 20 ), and fire shall con­

sunze the renznant of the1n, and (Is. xv. 7) therefore 

they have gotten abundance. [removed] (Is. xxxviii. 

r 2) renzoved and carried arzvay. Or the meaning is : 

( Gen. xlix. 24) Is not the cord of their bow that 

abode in strength ren1oved and broken ? within them. 
Having been crushed and broken by pain, they ought 

to have repented and hum bled then1selves, ( Deut. viii. 

r 7) for it was not their po\ver and the might of their 

hands that has gotten them this wealth. Therefore 

they die, and that without wisdom. Because they 

would not listen and understand, and consider their 
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latter end, as ( Deut. xxxii. 2 9) : 0 that they were wise, 
that they understood thzs. This verse shows that man 

was only created for the sake of learning wisdom as 

(Ps. xlix. I I), zvhen he sees the wise 1nen, etc. This 

concludes the dream and the vision seen by Eliphaz ; 

as much as to say to him (Job) : I know that they 
referred to thee, for I was considering thee in my 

thoughts when I heard the report about thee. He 

proceeds: 

CAP. V.--1. Call, I pray. If it is not so, as I say, 

call I pray. But of what avail would it be to thee, if 

thou didst call ; is there anyone that would answer 
thee, and tell thee that thou art right when thou sayest : 

my way is hidden from the Lord? And to which of 
the holy ones wilt thou turn? who would agree 

with thee, or to whom had happened the same? 

Hence, all this befell thee on account of thy sins. 

2. For the fool. For it is only the fool, whom his 

vexation kills, when he takes no notice of the 

chastisement and rebuke of the Holy One, blessed 

be He, and his heart turns in anger against the Holy 

One, to say: my way is hidden; according to the verse 

( Prov. xix. 3) : the foolishness of nzan subverts hzs 

zvay, and his heart turns in ang·er agaz'nst the Lord. 

and the silly one, one that is not of a settled mind, 

jealousy shall kill. For there are others that are 

tranquil, (Ps. lxxiii. 5) and theJ1 are in trouble as otlzer 

1nen. \i\Then, therefore, trouble befalls him he says : 

why am I different fron1 these, all this has befallen 
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me f ron1 no cause. Therefore he dies and perishes for 
ever. For 3. I have seen the foolish taking root, in 
wealth, and property, and children, \Vithout knowing; 

thinking, it would be always like that. And I cursed; 
he was not only vexed with him that he cursed him, 

but as ( Eccl. ii. r 5) : and 'Zvhy 'ZVas I then nzore 

'Zvise? And for his folly I cursed his habitation 
that had come suddenly to him, and his wealth; that 

his root may die in the dust ; that (Z!. 6) the affliction 
which he had sown therein, nzay not conze out of the 

dust ;-as it is said (Prov. xxii. 8) : he that so'Zvs 

iniquity shall reap affliction. Or it rneans : the curse 
has come upon him suddenly, and suddenly he ,vas 

crushed. As he said: taking root, he contrasts it by 

saying : suddenly. He proceeds to explain how he 
cursed hi1n. 4. May his children be far from help. 
l\'Iay they have no one to save them from the hand 

of the oppressors. Or, front help : from sustenance, 

as (Is. xlv. 8): that they nzay be fruitful z"n help, and 

( 2 Kings .vi. 2 7) : whence shall I help thee, out of 

the threshing floor, or -out of the 'ZVz°ne press? And 
may they be crushed even in the gate of the city, 

the place where the judges and the elders of the 

city are; as (Job xxxi. 2 I) : for I see niy help z·n 
the gate. And there be no one to deliver them. 

And why is this to happen to him ? Because 5. his 
harvest, which he reaped for himself, the hungry 

should have eaten, the person who sowed it and 
from whom he robbed it. and takes it from the thorns, 

O"'J~ like trJ"'J~ as ( N un1 b. xxxiii. 5 5) : as thorns in 
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yout" sides. For the seed will perish ; if he <loes not 
clear it, thorns and thistles will increase on it and 

the thirsty, i.e. the famished will take it, -i.e. the 

harvest that is between the- thistles. This is the 

explanation of I bn Ezra. R. Eliezer explains it 

thus ; he will take hint, for himself the hedge of 

thorns that is about his sheaves, and he gapes /or 

-and robs, the hungry and the thz'rsty o/ thez·r sub-

. stance. 'I'he repetition : he gapes for the thirsty 

compels us to explain thus the words whose harvest. 

For this he is punished, and !"lot, as thou sayest, for no 

reason. Thus I understood R. Eliezer's explanation. 

It can also be explained that the words : whose harvest 

are connected with : and I cursed his habitation ; that 

the hungry n1ay eat the harvest which this man 

reaped ; also they that suffer from cold and chill, 

in accordance with what is said above (iv. 8) : as I 

have seen, they that plough iniquity, and sow 

trouble, reap the sanze. Or, the punishn1ent that 

he reaped is : 6. It cometh not forth from the dust, 

i.e. of its own accord, except to those who ploughed 

and sowed it; and who, therefore: shall reap it. 7. 

When man : i.e. Whenever rnan z·s born to trouble, 

to suffer afflictions, the latter do not co1ne upon him 

of their own accord, but he pl,oughs and sows the 

trouble and the affliction which he reaps. I bn 

Ezra explains it thus : Just as it is the nature of 

a bird to fly upwards, so n1an is born to trouble 

till he goes down to the grave. And the sparks, 

a n1etaphor for the sufferings that befall him. they 
,, 
.) 
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rise on high, to fly over him, they do not come 

from themselves, but he is accountable for then1. 

According to R. Samuel the n1eaning is this: Having 

said fron1 (iv. 8) : as I have seen those that plough 

iniquitJ' and sorzv -trouble, till : ( v. 3) and I cursed 

lu·s habitation, a part of the curse is this : For iniquity 

cometh not forth from the dust. For that iniquity, 

that which he robbed, ought not to go forth from the 

dust. It cometh not forth is then like (Gen. i. 12) : 

and the earth broz~g-ltt forth grass. It was not right 

for it to sprout, but (Job xiv. 8): z'ts stock dies in 

the ground. For man is born to trouble, the n1an who 

sowed is born to reap what he sowed. The word 

□,~ accords with the preceding no,~. The n1eaning 

is, perhaps, this : having said ( iv. 19) ( of men) rzvhose 

foundation z's z'n the dust, he proceeds: that it is 

not proper for iniquity to go forth from the dust, 

z:e. f ron1 111an, \vhose foundation is in the dust, it 

is not right that he should \Vork iniquity, and from the 

earth is a repetition (parallel isn1 ). For 1nan is born 

to trouble, z·.e. rnan is only born to trouble during 

his Ii f eti1ne, and in his end he is nothing ; like sparks 

that fly 011 high, z·. e. flashes of fire thc~t issue from a large 

blaze, and rise 011 high, flying upwards, so that the on­

looker says that they rise up unto the heaven, and in a 

rnon1ent they go do\vn ; thus the rnan, whose foundation 

is in the dust, at first, (Job xx. 6) hz·s e_rcellency 1nounts 

up to heaven, and in the encl he is nothing. T'herefore, 

he ought not to occupy hi111sclf with 1111quity and 

trouble, like thee, \vho doest con1plain of thy own 
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. 
deeds. 8. But as for me. If such a thing had hap-

pened to me I would have sought unto God to deliver 

and to have mercy on me. I should not have said : 

my way is hidden, as thou didst say. For he 9. doeth 
great things, and has it in His power to do good 

without searching, i.e. unintern1ittently, contrary to 

n1en, I I. that are low, and that are black from hun­

ger. 1'hey shall have sustenance and plenty of bread. 

• This is the n1eaning of they are secure in help. 
I 2. He frustrates the devices of the crafty, who 

have produce to sell, which they store up, looking 

out for dearth, r 3. but they are caught, those (Is. v. 

2 I) tlzat are zvise in their ozvn eyes, in tlzeir orzvn cra.fti­

ness. They would say (Amos viii. 5) : zve shall sell. 

the corn, we shall sell the produce according to our 

desire. But beneficent and merciful rains co111e, the 

black ones (fan1ished) and the· low ones have 1noney, 

and the opposite of their devices comes to pass. Or, 

it n1ay refer to robbers and people that lie in ambush, 

\vho wait in troops, but the poor are delivered f ron1 

them. r 5. But he saves them from the sword, out of 
their mouth. What is their sword? their mouth ; as 

(Ps. lix. 8), szvords are in their lips. The Holy One, 

blessed be He, saves the needy fron1 their n1ouths, that 

they do not hear hin1, or that they do not slander him. 

From the expressions ( v. I 2) : their hands do not 
perform that which is of worth, and ( v. 1 3) : and the 
counsel of the froward is carried headlong, we under­

stand that they have crafty thoughts about other 

people. The word ,-,-,urir, is from the root w., (substance), 
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and refers, according to the context, either to strength 
or to \visdom. 16. And there was, as I said that he 

1nentioned, hope for the poor, to set their hope upon 

their Maker when sorrow and distress befall them. 

[ And iniquity J is like ( Ps. lxiv. 7) : they search out 
riS,i,, iuz·quities. It n1eans, that when men of evil and 

deceit shall see this, they will henceforth close their 

n1ouths, and no more tear the poor, and deal craftily 

with them; for they see that God has saved this one 

frorn their mouths. These are the great things which 

He has done for those who hope in Him. If thou 

wilt do so, He will save thee. r 7. Despise· not the 

chastening of the Almighty. For this is nothing 

except (Prov. vi. 23) : reproofs of instruction for thy 
sins. Therefore shalt thou confess thy sins and hope 

in H in1. 1 8. For he makes sore and binds up, 

contrary to man, ,vho ,vhen he makes sore does not 

bind up. And his hands heal, after the n1anner of 

Hosea (vi. 1): Conze and let us return unto the Lord; 
for he has torn, and he rzvill heal us ; he snzite~ and he 
binds us up. 19. And in seven. 1'his is after the 

same style as ( Prov. xxx. r 5) : There are three thing·s 
that arc ucvcr salz'sfied and four; which 111eans, and a 

fourth. 'T'hus he proceeds here counting the seven. 

'l'he nun1 ber seven is in 1nost places in accordance 

with the seven clays of the ,veek. 2 1. Fron1 the 
scourge of the tongue. ]'hat is the Satan, of \vhorn it 

\Vas said (i. 7) : f'ron1 (~-01:11l· to and fro ~,IDD on the 
earth. Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction re-, 
ferring to those ,vho plunder, and despoil, and take prey 
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in the sight of alI, as the Sabaeans and Chaldaeans 

n1entioned before. 22. At that destruction and 1D:,, 

,vhich 1neans fan1ine, Thou shalt laugh, for it shall not 

hurt thee. Son1e say that -nw is f ro111 the same root 

as tl"iW, denoting breasts and suckling, as (Is. Ix. 1 6) : 

thou shaft suck the breast of kings, and (Is. xvi. 4 ), 

for the extortion -is broug·ht to noi~rht, spoil-inl· ceases. 
It n1eans : the n1an who devours little by little that 

·which belongs to others. And at famine, 1D:, like 

(Ezek. xvi i. 7) : -it bent n::iD:J zls roots towards hz"nz, 
an expression of earnestly desiring. He earnestly 

desires and draws to himself little by little. Thou 

shalt laugh, because thou art confident that he will 

not hurt thee.-From R. Eliezer's cornn1entary.-

2 3. The stones of the field and the beasts, as (Ps. 

xci. 1 2, 1 3) : Lest tltozt dash thy foot against a stone, 
thou shaft tread upon the lion and the adder. 24. 

And thou shalt know this day in thy heart that thy tel'l:t 
shall be in peace . . . . Tlzou s halt knorzv means : 

then it will be clear to you [that thy tent is in peace J 
without Satan or any evil occurrence, and not as thou 

art now. And thou shalt visit thy habitation. this 

refers to peace; nan1ely, thou shalt visit thy habita­

tion in peace, as ( 1 Sam. xvii. 18) : and thou shalt 
visit thy brethren in peace. And thou shalt not sin, 
and thou shalt not be a sinner therein ; as ( Eccl. ii. 

2 6) : but to the sinner he ,g-ives a sore travail to gather 
and to heap up, to give to hinz that is good. R. Jacob 

exp·ains and tliou shaft visit, as (Ex. xxxii. 34), on 
the _tiay that 1 visit. When thou visitest thy house, 
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thou \Vilt find it complete ; thou shalt not ~~nn, thou 

shalt not miss one, for they shall all live ; as ( 1 Kings 

i. 2 1) : I and 1n;1 son Solonzon shall be □"l~~TJ nu·ssing, 

and (Judges xx. I 6) : slz"ngz·ng· stones at a hair-breadth 

a11d not 111iss. 'Then thou sha1t kno\v 2 5. That thy 

seed shall be great, if thou in1provest thy ways ; that 

thou diest not before thy time like thy children. 26. 

The word n??.~ is only found in this book ; it n1ust be 

explained according to the context : full of days. as a 

shock of corn comes up in its time. as z"t cou,es up is 

an expression of cutting off, as ( Zech. xiv. 1 3) : lzis 

hand shall //O up ag·az·nst the hand of hz·s neig·hbour. It 

n1eans here, when the shock of corn is reaped in its 

tin1e. as the shock of corn goes up in its time proves, 

that thus thou shalt go up fron1 thy house in thy time; 

for a shock of corn is only 1nade from produce that 

is ripe; thus (Job xxi. 3 2) : and he shall zvatch over 

tv"IJ¾, the shock of ripe corn. 27. Behold this, we have 
searched it, f ron1 others, that it is not an e1npty thing, 

and know thou it for thyself, and search it out for 

thyself, and thou shalt find it true. T'his concludes 

Eliphaz's objections to Job, for saying that his way 

was hidden. He answered that his way was not 

hidden f ro1n God, for God knew his sin, and for this 

He reproves and chastises him. He ought to return 

to God and to supplicate Hin1 to have mercy upon him, 

and not reject God's chastening, and be angry for 

nothing. This is the way of the fool, whom his own 

anger kills. And in the same ,vay as Eliphaz had set 

his mind on attacking him and upbraiding him for the 
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word that he considered 111ost objectionable, thus Job 

sets his 1nind to attack hirn (Eliphaz) for the word he 

(Job) objected to n1ost. T'herefore he replies to that 

word first. 

CAJ>. VI.- r, 2. Job answered, oh that were weighed. 

T'hou hast said that vexation kills the foolish man­

this ren1ark was n1ore objectionable to Job than any­

thing else he (Eliphaz) had said to hin1-; if my 

vexation were weighed, and 111y calamity-as (Ezekiel 

vii. 26) : calanzity upon calanzz"ty---i.e. my troubles, in 

the balances, so that the one side should not rise and 

the other press down, but both ,vould be balanced 

evenly. If, in this manner, my vexation were weighed 

in one scale, and the troubles that have come upon 

n1e in the second, they would balance together, 

evenly. My vexation would be only commensurate 

with that which has happened unto 1ne. But since 
now thou dost not see the balances, and the vexation 

and the calan1ity weighed, it seems to thee 3. That it 

is heavier than the sand of the sea, nan1ely, my vexa­

tion, considering the misfortune that has con1e to n1e. 

Or, it can be explained thus : O/z that z"t 1.vere 1.veighed, 

how great 1ny vexation ought to be in regard to my 
calaniity; they 1.vould balance together, namely the 

vexation and the calamity. Now I see that it would 

be heavier than the sand of the sea, if I were to weigh 

again my vexation as it -was then, against n1y 

vexation as it is now. Therefore my words are 

swallowed. ~l'~, they con1e forth from the throat 
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(.1J1S), as (Obacl. 16), they drink and s1.vallo1.v. He 
proceeds to describe the calc-1111ity n1entionecl by him. 

4. For the arrows of the Almighty are within me. 

Hard arrows, such as can come fron1 the Aln1ighty, 
-,·~rtp ,vhich n1eans, he who conquers c:U]d ,,,w, destroys. 

Or, the arrows 1nay be applied n1etaphorically for the 

,vorn1s that pierce n1y flesh like arrows. The poison 

whereof n1y spirit drinks up. The word poison refers 
to the arrows that are sn1eared therewith, as (Ps. lviii. 

4) : tlzeir poison is like the poison of a serpent. • It is 

a sort of poisonous 111atter with ,vhich arrows are 
smeared, that the \\rounded may not recover. He 

111en tions my spirit, z'. e. the life of n1an by means of 
which he moves this way and that way. The terrors 

of God set themselves in array against me, as ( 1 Sam. 

xiv. 1 5) : and tlzere ivas a tre11zblz'ng of God. These 
are the sufferings by which He frightens me. They 

set themselves in array against me to fight n1e and to 
cause 111e to suffer. • Or, .,:J,:J1.lJ\ they arrange them­
selves against n1e, f ron1 the sole of the foot to the 

head, without omitting a single member, they are all 
wounded in one array. But, in vain do I cry, as thou 

hast said, Eliphaz, for 5. Does the wild ass bray. 

PDtt! is like p~::i-i;-1. T'he n1eaning is: Does the wild 
ass cry whilst he is yet strong and has grass before 
hin1 to eat ? He will only cry when he lacks grass. 
Or will the ox low whilst his fodder S.,S:i, i.e. the corn, 

-as (Is. xxx. 24), they eat salted fodder-is still before 
him ? So also I do not cry but from the many 
sufferings fron1 the arrows that are in my body. The 
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expression TTi>l ( to low) is parallel to pTTJ\ the braying 
of the wild ass. 6. Can that which has no savour be 
eaten. Everything that is [not] properly prepared is 

called Spr;,, as ( Ezek. xiii. I I) : to thenz that daub with 

untenzpered (niortar), S!Jri, that it shall fall. This 

tneans : the wall that is (not) built properly, but daubed 

Jver with plaster, without binding the stones together 

ln the proper way ;-therefore it shall fall. Thus also 

J er. xxiii. I 3) : / have seen folly nSDn in the prophets 

if Sanzaria, who prophesy falsely ; thus everything 
:hat requires salt and is not salted is called SDri. All 

his is metaphorical ; nan1ely, as everyone who eats 
·ood like this, that requires salt and is not salted, does 

1ot enjoy it, so as to retain it, but spits it out. Or is 
here any taste in the moisture ,~}~ of dreaming 
i':1t.:i~TJ ? i.e. Is there any taste to him who drean1s 

V'hen he is thirsty, from the n1oisture that is in his 

~outh, \vhen he sucks it out in his dream? For then 

: seen1s to hi1n as if he drinks water, but on waking 
·on1 that drean1, he has no taste fron1 it, and has 

)und no refreshment. He mentions the metaphor 

f eating- that affords no enjoy1nent to hi1n who eats, 

nd drinking that is no use to him, as Isaiah (xxix. 8) 
1ys : as when a hungry 1nan dreanzs that he eats 

. . . and a thirsty nzan dreams that he drinks . . . . 

, shall be in the dream of the vision of the night all 

~at fight against 1nouut Zion. Thus Job says to 

.liphaz : everything that thou hast spoken to com-
1rt me is like one who eats unsavoury food without 

llt, and like the moisture of a dream that is of no 
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use against thirst ; thy words do not give refreshment 
to n1y soul. 1'his interpretation is correct ; for that 

which the con1n1entators say that it means the white 

of an egg is not in accordance with the style of the 

verse ; for in that case the parallelism would in both 

cases refer to eating : the eating of the saltless food 

and the eating of the white of an egg. Nor does the 

explanation of those, who say that rr,r:,Sn is an expres­

sion of strength, satisfy one who understands. 7. My 

soul refuses to touch. I was not willing to con1e near 

to them and to touch then1, as (Lam. iv. 15): Depart, 

unclean, do not touch. And no\v : They are like loath­

some bread "YJ~· For, if they touch n1y bread, or my 
food, they appear unclean like il,i, a won1an in her 

impurity. There are some also who explain it thus: 

I was not willing to touch then1, for they were like 
such as make my food loathson1e; if I had touched 
them, I should have vomited it. How 1nuch less was 

I able to bear the poison [ of the , arrows J of the 
Aln1ighty, that was mentioned before. Therefore : 

8. Who would give . . . Hajjug and lbn Ezra 

explain the word ~il~?, like (Josh. viii. 15) : And 
Joshuah . . . . tnade as if they_ 1.vere beaten, rl'l:l"r, as an 
expression of weakness : For my soul refused to 
become weak and to die. 9. And God would con­

sent: like (Exod. ii. 2 1) : and Moses consented; an 
expression of willingness. Or, it is an expression of 

taking an oath and confirming. to crush me, so as to 
bring" me to the gates of death. and let loose his 

hand, as ( Hab. iii. 6) : and drove asunder tile nations. 



VI. I I. COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. 43 

An expression of jun1ping and skipping. He means 
to say : He \vill no longer preserve my life, as He 

said to the Satan : but preserve his life; for at that 

time I was protected from the Satan under the shadow 

of His hand; but now He allows His hand to skip and 

jun1p away fron1 that protection, and smites n1e without 

pity. And finishes me. He brings me to the end of 

my life, as (Is. x. r 2): 'lvhen Gott shall have per/or1ned, 

and ( Lam. ii. r 7) : he has fulfilled his word. And if 

He had promised 1ne to grant that request I should 

I o. still have received comfort, from that request, 

for all that has bef alien me. It refers to ( v. 8) : 

Oh, that I nzig·ht have nzy request, and I should 

perish in pain. This must be explained from 

the context: then I should expire at the tin1e of 

pain. nS"n • as ( Ps. xlviii. 7 ), paz"n, as of a 'lvonzan in 

travail. So that he would have no compassion upon 

me .TTJ?Q~ is a lzapax legonzenon in the Bible, but the 
root occurs in the \Vords of the Sages in the phrase : 

if the hand z"s scalded. According to this expression 

it can also be explained thus : I shall persist TT?"D~ [in 

prayer], as they have no pity on n1e. For I have not 

denied, I have not opposed the words of the Holy 

One, of Him, who is holy. Or, the meaning is : I 

know in n1y heart that all the saints on earth will say 
the same as I, and I have never denied in my heart to 

say differently ; and it is not as thou hast said (Job v. 

I), to whonz of the saints wz"lt thou turn? He proceeds 

to explain why he prefers death to life. r r. ·What is 

my strength, to bear such chastisements, that I should 
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hope that God will heal rne, as thou hast said ( v. 8) : 

But as for 1ne I 1vould seek unto God (i'b. I 8) for he 

11zakes sore and biuds up. And what is mine end, the 

appointed ti_n1e of n1y happiness to prolong, to sustain, 

my life, to bear till the tin1e of that end ( till that 

appointed tin1e) ; that I shall be confident that 

111y chastisements will be prolonged only till that 

appointed ti111e. 12. Is the strength of stones­

that endure and bear the storm of the sea, or the 
stones of a fort that are thrown on the mounts of 

the towers-to cause the wall to fall over them ( the 

enemy ),-to endure any looger the chastisements. 

Or is my flesh of copper, n1ade of copper, that it 

will not be crushed by n1y sickness till the time of 

healing? The strength of stones refers to : 'lvhat is 

1ny strengtli ? and, is nzy Jleslz copper refers to : what is 

nzy end? Shal1 also this befall n1e to reproach me 

with. 13. That I have no help in me from you, to 

give me counsel, and sound wisdom, i.e. counsel, is 
driven from me by you, and you do not con1f ort me. 

14. To him who causes to melt away from his friend. 
09? is a gran1n1atical form like :i,S. Eliphaz, who 

causes his friend to n1elt away and despises him, it is 

a disgrace and a shan1e to thee. ii?Q as ( Levit. xx. 
I 7 ), for it i's a d1·sg·raceful thing ; an_d ( Prov. xxv. 1 o) : 
lest he that hears it disgrace thee. and he forsakes the 
fear of the Almighty, he who does such a thing. He 
forsakes, etc., is in parallelisn1 to : he who causes to 

melt. Ibn Ezra explains o~S,, as (Josh. vii. 5) : and 
the lzearts of the people nze!ted, it would then mean : 
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who is faint (melts) from hunger. Or it refers to 

v. I 1 : and ivhat is 11iy end? and he says, by way of 

a question : shall I hope and ivait for him, who causes 

his kindness to 1nelt away from his friend at the tin1e 

of evil and trouble, to strengthen and help me. It 

would then be opposed to the sound wisdoni and help 

mentioned above (v. 13). He proceeds to explain this 

"causing to n1elt away" by a simile: 1 5. My brethren 
have dealt deceeitfully: my brethren that came to help 

and comfort n1e have dealt deceitfully with rne, and 

forsook their kindness at the ti111e of my affliction to 

vex me, they are to be compared to a brook, in refer­

ence to this treachery, and to a stream, P"~~, \V hich is 

the force of the brook when it passes along. He 

proceeds to explain how the brooks, mentioned by 

him, 16. are black from the strong frost, which 

causes then1 to wrinkle, and congeals them so that 

they cannot tlow. So hard a·nd wrinkled are they 

that upon them the snow hides itself, and conceals 

itself on the top of it and in its wrinkles, and the heat 

of the sun does not melt them. For, as a rule, brooks 

are between the n1ountains, as it is said: (Ps. civ. 10): 

he sends /01,.th springs iuto the valleys, they ruu anzong 

tlie nzountaz·ns. As long as the ice ren1ains, the sno,v 

hides itself on then1, but when the ice melts and issues 

forth frorn between the n1ountains, the wrinkles smooth 

then1selves, the snow melts and loses the kind (pro­

tection) which they afforded, and both ice and snow 

are in the same evil plight. And what is that kind­

ness? 17. What time they shrink, nan1ely, the 
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brooks. It is an expression of drying. For, through 

chill and cold they shrink together, l£ke the terrz"ble z"ce 

(Ezek. i. 2 2 ), and the snow hides itself upon them and 

is preserved, but when the ice melts, then they are 

consumed, and the brooks leap forth fron1 the place 

,vhere they were congealed to run on their courses 

as heretofore, and the snow me1ts and is lost. r 8. 

They retreat, as (J udg. xvi. 29) : Sanison bent, he 

drew his body in ; and thus ~r,~~:: th~y draw back­

ward. the caravans, r,~n)~, those caravans that 

hitherto wended their way over then1 when _the ice 

\Vas strong, do no longer go over them, because they 
go up, nan1ely the snow and the ice are ren1oved from 

the land of the living, and went and sank in the deep 

and run no n1ore. 19. They looked. ·rhe caravans 

of Ten1a that went hitherto over them watched to 

shorten their way, also the companies of Sheba. 

~b"'.;lD' as (Is. xx. 6) : beholrl our e.,ypectatz"on, an_ 

expression of watching and hope, but they are 

ashan1ed of their hope, they will go no n1ore over 

then1, for they are already 111el ted and ( v. 1 7) con­

sumed out of their place. T'he "waters became strong, 

they must turn back and go round. This is R. 

Eliezer's method ( of explaining these verses); accord­

ing to hin1 it is part of the con1parison of the treachery 

of Job's friends to that of the brook,-like the snow, 

for at the time of their warn1th they forsake hin1. 

But I explain the treachery in this way. Which are 

black. The brooks which are now black and dark 

fron1 cold ; this used not to be so, they were hitherto 
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Nhite, for the snow hides on them, 1·.e. for ,vhen snow 

--which is very white-came down upon them, it was 

.1idden and not recognized on then, fron1 the extren1e 

whiteness of the water. And now,. that they shrink 

rrom cold, they shrivel up and turn into strong ice. 

And also when it is hot, i.e. at the time of heat, 

when they do not shrivel up as at the time of the 

frost, nevertheless they are consumed and leap 

from their place, for the heat of the sun causes 

then1 to decrease. Consequently, there is no water 

there, either at the time of cold, on account of the 

frost, or at the time of heat, on account of the evapora­

tion through the sun. And behold ( v. 18) the paths 
of their way are withdrawn, i.e. the brooks, that 

run no longer on their courses but are withdrawn, 

as (J udg. xvi. 29) : Sa1nson drew back. They go up 

into the waste and stand in one heap, and lose the 

course of their running. For waters arise below, 

but the clouds bring them up as vapour, or, bring 
then1 up into the \vaste. The n1erchants of ,..f ema 

and Sheba look forward, and hope that they and 

their cattle will drink of them, as was their wont 

when going to a brook. But no,v, not having found 

any water 20. They are ashan1ed. For he had 
trusted-1·.e. each of then1-in then,, and because 

they came thither, they were confounded. In the 

san1e way ,ve find in J eren1iah (xiv. 3) the expression 
_of shan1e applied to those who hope for ,vater but 

do not find any: And titeir nobles send their little 
ones to tlze 1.vater . . . . tlzeJ1 return with thez.'r vessels 
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enzpty; they are ashanzed and confounded and cover 
their heads. l t can also be explained, that their 

heart ( the heart of each) trusted in them. i1""11', fem., 

refers to the place c:r,po, which word is found in the 

feminine (Job xx. 9) : his place shall not behold hitn 
any nzore ( ,:i,,wri ). 2 I. For now you are like 

thereto; to that brook to which I compare yoti. R. 

E]iezer explains : If now you were his, i.e. of the 

holy one, blessed be He, if you were from Him. 

,S as ( 2 Sam. xvi. I 8) : I 'lvill be his and 'lvith hirn 
I will abide. As the brook deals deceitfully with 

all those to whom it had hitherto afforded help and 

security, thus are Job's friends to hi 111. You would 

see the terrible (disease) and be afraid ; you would 

see the disease by which I am terrified and you 

would fear lest the same befall you ; as it is said 

( Ps. xli. 2) : H app;1 is he 'lvho considers the poor. 
22. Did I say, i.e. why do you vex n1e? Is it because 

I said to you, give unto n1e, or, on n1y behalf? 

that you say : thy own sin is the cause, thou hast 

incurred guilt, and we vvill not assist in redecn1ing 

thee. And fron1 your strength, your wealth, as 

( Deut. viii. 1 7) : JlZ)' strength - and the 11zight of nzy 
ltand /zas g·otten uze t/;£s 'lvealth. Offer ye a bribe, 

fron1 the root anw ( to bribe) to rescue 111e 2 3. fr~n1 

the hand of the enen1y. Have I said aught of this 

to you, then why do you deal deceitfully vvith n1e? 

24. Teach me, in what have I incurred guilt; cause 

me to understand, and I will seek God and supplicate 

according to your \vords. 25. How strong would be, 
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-:,~~9~ like ,~So::J (Ps. cxix. 103). Some explain it 

fron1 the context as an expression of sweetness. the 
words of uprightness, if you had spoken them to me 

and that which you would have argued. I should 

have been silent and should have understood. Or, 

it n1ay be explained as an expression of scorn : what 

profit is there in your arguing ? Do you imagine 

2-6. to reprove words, and to sift them to the botton1. 

and as wind the vain words, as (Prov. xxix. r I) : The 

fool utters all /us foolishness (wind). Your vain 'lvords: 

to imagine that you can sift what he utters. Therefore 

\vill not your \Vords be accepted. It can also be ex­

plained thus : Will you be considered as people that 

reprove on account of the words which you speak, or 

will your vain \Vords, with which you do not comfort 

n1e, be taken as the spirit of wisdom? 27. You cause 
even to fall upon the fatherless. More so, you do n1e 

even harn1. For, since your words do not afford 

comfort, they only tend to add trouble upon trouble, 

by their vexing n1e. According to this explanation, 

the word n,,S, and as spirz't \Vould be elliptical, as 

(Hos. ix. 7) : the nzan that has tlte spirit is niad, \vhich 

means the man in who1n there is the spirit "of God " 

is accounted as n1ad; and as (N un1b. xxvii. I 8): 

take . . . . tlze nzan in 'lvhonz is the spirit, said of 

J oshuah. According to the first n1ode of interpretation 

□ir,~ s~ ;:-p~ \VOuld n1ean : you cast anger ~~ and pro­
vocation upon a fatherless man like n1e. i1~T:'I), and 
you prepared provision, as (2 I(ings vi. 23) and he 

prepared provz'sz'on for the11z, i~e. you 111ake a feast of 
4 
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the 1nisfortune of your friend. But it should rather be 

explained thus, you take deep counsel to find pretexts 

against your friend. ~,:,r,\ as ( Prov. xxvi. 2 7) : he 
1.uho dio·s a pit, £.e. he who takes deep counsel to do 

b . 

evil. 28. And now consent, confine yourselves to 

this one thing, to turn to me, in this mishap that has 

befallen n1e, and to your face it will be seen whether 
I lie. 29. Return, I pray you, from your treachery 

against me, and you will see that there is no injustice 
in 1ne. and return again, i.e. and when you look more 

closely into n1y words, you will find my righteous­

ness and my justification in it: in this misfortune 

that has come upon me. He proceeds to explain his 

righteousness : 

CAP. VI I.-1. Is there not a time. ~J.~ =time; or, 

basis and support. to man upon earth? The days of 

his life are to rule over God's works, but in the end he 

is in the world only to work and to toil, like the days 
of a hireling, ,v hose ti1ne is meted out to him, so that, 

even if he should be willing to work more, it would 

not be acceptable to his 1nasters. Thus also n1an, 

even if he should be willing to prolong his life in the 

world, he cannot do so. 2. as the servant that 
earnestly desires the shadow, who works for the 

owner of the field, and looks for ward to the shadows 

of the evening, when the day declines; because the 

hour of his rest draws near, and he thinks : I shall 

take n1y ,vage and n1ake use of it. But at evening 

time it is not given unto hirn, and it turns out that he 
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troubled himself for nothing and toiled in vain all the 

day. The word ~~o/: denotes hoping and looking for­
ward to, as. (Ezek. xxxvi. 3) : because they have nzade 

;1ou desolate and panted .for you, and ( Amos ii. 7) : that 

pant a.fter the dust o.f the earth. 3. So am I made to 

possess, when I looked out for the moon : when "'ill 
the light of the moon begin to shine? This is what 

h<:? means by saying : I hoped and said z·n the nzorning, 

would it were evening (Deut. xxviii. 67) so that I may 
rest on my bed, as it is further explained. But this 

confidently waiting for the moon beginning to rise was 
vain; for it will bring n1e no rest. and wearisome nights 

are appointed to me. '='IJt.;) = prepared, as ( Dan. i. I o): 

zvho has appointed your food. The expressions nzoons 

and nights are parallel. Or, it n1eans, that I \\!'as as 
confident of wearison1e nights as the hireling of his 

\vage. He proceeds to explain this. 4. When I lie 

down in the evening, to rest, and say when shall I 
rise, as (Deut. xxviii. 67) : zvould it 'I.Vere 1norning. and 
the disturbing ( of sleep) in the evening. iJQ-as 

,nw nr9, the takz·ng· of bribes ( 2 Chr. xix. 7) is f orn1ed 
fron1 npS, thus is this word fonnecl fron1 iiJ ; the dis­

turbance of the evening, ,vhich disturbs 1ny sleep, 

because I am full of disturbances till the twilight of 

the n1orning, as (2 I(ings vii. 5) and theJ1 arose at 

tw£light. Son1e explain ,,o\ and when will the 
1neasure of the night pass? l--Ie explains to \Nhat 

extent his sleep is disturbed : For 5. !dy flesh is 
clothe~l with worn1s, and approaches the dust. And 

I approach and con1e near to the dust. Because he 
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sat in the dust when the boils came upon him ; and in 
,vallowing, the dust mixed with the moisture of the 

boils, and the flesh decayed, therefore the worm also 

entered into it. my skin was broken-burst open, as 

( Ps. xxxv. 20) : upon the cle/ts o/ the earth. .,l'l1 = 
clefts., and also (Is. Ii. r 5) : 1-vho breaketh up the seq,, -

according to the opinion of tnany comn1entators. Some 

say that the words mean : my skin has rested; when I 

thought that n1y skin, z·.e. n1y body, would rest. It is 

the style of this book to say for "his body," "his skin," 

as (Job. xviii. 13): it shall devour the 11ze11zbers o/ his skin. 

and beco1nes melted, 0~9~J = n1elted, as ( Ps. lviii. 8), 
they nzelt azva)' like zvater. Or, and becanze loathsonze, 

as ( I Sain. xv. 2 3) : /or thou hast des/n·sed the zvord. 

Having n1entioned his troubles in the nights, he adds 
that he can rest in the day neither, for 6. My days­

the days of n1y happiness are past and swift, as 

( i)eut. xxxiii. 2 5) : and as tlzy days shall be th;, rest, 

da)1s, 111eaning clays of happiness, the latter being 

understood. C)r, 111y 1lays are sivift, in fleeing away 

without happiness and rest. The clays are co111pared 

to a weaver's shuttle, \vhich swiftly goes and returns 

in the web. In the san1e way the clays of his n1isfor­
tune co111e round again. and are spent without hope. 

I see .no longer any hope for n1e. Some say that ,npr, 
here is like (Josh. ii. 18) : the lz'ne (r,,pr,) o_f scarlet 

tlzread; and it 1ncan s that there is no thread or cord 

to weave in the web. Having n1cntioned the shuttle 

that n1oves to and fro \Vith the threads, he says that 

thus he had con1c to his end, like the shuttle that 
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remains without thread or cord. He says to God : 
Even if I \Vere in good health 7. my life is wind, and 
\vhen I die my eye shall no more see good; as David 

said ( Ps. lxxviii. 39) : a ivind that passes aivay and 

coJJzes not agaz·u, which passage in that book 1neans the 
san1e. 'J.'hus to see the good that I had before the 
Satan put forth his hand against everything I had. 
8. The eye of hi111 that sees me. .,~, 111y seer, he that 
sees me. thine eyes. For, indeed, to do good unto 
1ne to-day, and to-n1orrow I am not, n1eans that the 
good which thou doest unto n1e is only for the tin1e 
being; this he proceeds to explain. 9. The cloud is 
consumed and gone, and that cloud will not con1e 
back again, thus he that goes down to the grave shall 
come up no more. He explains this '' not con1ing up 
again. '' 1 o. He shall return no more to his house, to 
have enjoyn1ent therein with his wife and his children, 
neither shall his place know him any more, i.e. the 
people of his place, as ( Ezek. xiv. I 3): ivhen a land 

sins ag·ainst 11ze, i.e. the n1en of the land. I~ or all their 
love has already been lost. If it is thus the way of 
man to be vanity during his lifetin1e, 1 I. Also I, as I 
cannot live for ever, as he says afterwards (v. 16) : I 
loathe nzy life, I shall not live for ever, I will not re­
frain my mouth, from asking for death, why should I 

live in suffering: as 1nine eye will not again see that 
good, as mentioned above. According to the plain 
meaning he does not deny with this the resurrection 
of the dead. 1 2. Am I a sea, to be subject to storm, 
to thy storn1y wind all day, as (Is. lvii. 20): And tlze 
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1cn'cked are lz'ke the troubled sea, for it cannot rest. or 
a sea-111onster, that is accustomed to the storming of the 
sea ? that thou settest a watch over me ? that I shall 
not die. 19tpt;), in the same sense as it was said to the 
Satan; onlJ1 spare, ,ow, his lzfe. r 3. When I say, z'.e. 

I an1 so tossed by the stonn, that if I were to say in 
111y heart 1ny bed shall comfort me, on which I 111ay 
rest, and sleep, and forget my troubles; my couch 

shall bear my con1plaint with n1e, as ( N um. xi. r 7) : 
and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, 

and thus I shall be eased; r 4. Then thou scarest me, 
thou frightenest me with dreams ; for the Satan does 
not suffer hin1 to sleep, and, if asleep, he frightens 
and confuses hin1 with vz'sz'ons of sufferings \vhen he 
avvakens, so that he should not rest, and blaspheme 
the sacred nan1e. I 5. And my soul chooses stran­
gling, so greatly is it disturbed by drea1ns and visions, 
that on account of its troubles n1y soul would be 
willingly strangled in the bedclothes. p~n,o = 
estranglenzent; like a man that dies suddenly beneath 
his garn1ent, because he is unable to breathe. death 

than my bones, rather than my bones that are the 
stays of 111y body. Some explain it : my bones also 
choose death. lbn Ezra explains it : rather than nzy 

bones to abide in, for the body is the d,velling of the 
soul. I 6. I loathe n1y life, for even in good health : 
I would not live for ever. As, in the end, I shall die ; 
the ref ore, let me alone, and do not set a watch over 
me to keep me alive, for my days are vanity, such 
days as I shall henceforth prolong. I 7. that thou 
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shouldst n1agnify hin1, by vvealth and honour, and that 
thou shouldst set thy heart upon hin1, to do good 
unto hin1, since thou doest visit hirn 18. every 
111orning, when he is fresh ; in the sense of (Eccl. 
xi. co) : for youth and vig·our of the ntorning are 
vauity, for he is (Job xiv. 2) : like a flo,zver that 
conies forth and z·s cut do,zvn. And try him every 

mc;>ment, with various kinds of suffering. r 9. How 
long will this last, that thou doest not look away 
from me, as (Is. xxii. 4) : therefore . . . . look 
away fronz nze, parallel to let rne alone. nor let me 
alone, so as not to increase n1y sufferings, till I am so 

weak that I svvallow my loathson1e spittle, because I 

have not the strength to throw it forth. For this is 
the way of sick and enfeebled persons, to again 
swallow their spittle. 20. I have sinned; suppose, 
that which the people think about me, be true, and 
that all this has befallen me on account of my sins, 
what can I do unto thee? as (Micah vi. 6) : Wlzere­
,zvitlt shall .l conze before the Lord, and bo,zv 1nyseif 
be/ore the high God? 'l'hat is to say, vvhat can I do 
to repair my offence, that would be in accordance with 
Thy great glory ? Preserver of man ; of a n1an like n1e, 
upon whon1 thou hast set a watch, to keep me alive, 
and to chastise n1e. Why hast thou set 1ne, n1ade 

me alive to be unto thee for a mark, to provoke thee 
to anger each time thou seest me. To thee, I am 
thus a provocation, and also to myself I am a burden, 

for I am weary of my life. Or, l'~!?~~ may mean, that 
I should n1eet thy hand and thy blows, as (Job xvi. 1 2) : 
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he has set 1ne up for a 1nark for hinz. 2 1. And what, 

i.e. and what will there be if thou dost not pardon 

my transgression, to remove it fron1 before thine eyes, 

and 1ny iniquity, to pass it over, and to kill me. 

Then I shall be a mark no longer unto thee. For 

now, \villing as I am now, that I shall lie down in the 

dust, and be no longer a burden to n1yself; and thou 

also shalt seek me diligently, as I have been a 111ark 

unto thee to take thy vengeance of 111e, but I shall 

not be, and thy 1nincl shall be at rest regarding me, 

and I shall be a satisfaction of spirit to thee. As for 

the phrase, and I shall be a burden up.to me, it is, 

according to the plain explanation, unnecessary to 

assun1e here a Tz'kkun Soferi11z. Thus far Job's reply 

to Eliphaz, who had said to hin1 (v. 2): for vexation 
kills the foolislz 1nan, the reply to which was ( vi. 2) : oh, 
that nzy ve~1:ation were rzveighed. 1"'h e \Vord ( v. 3) : I 
have seen tlte foolish takz'ng root meaning: like thee, is 

1net by Job with the reply that even to the wicked had 

not befallen that which had befallen hi1n. He further 

replied to hin1 (vi. 28), and now be pleased to look upon 
nze etc. till the end. Bildad says to him: If thou hast 

refuted Eliphaz's saying : I lzave seen the foolish taking 

root, [I reply to you J ( viii. 8), For inquire, I pray thee, 
of the fornzer age. Regarding Job's saying ( vi. 2 9) : 

return again, nzy righteousness is z·n it, the reply is 

(viii. 3) : Does God pervert judgnzent? 

CAP. VII l.-1. Then answered Bildad the Shuhite 
. . . 2. How long, refers to both the following phrases ; 
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namely : and a mighty wind, i.e. : how long will the 

ivords of tlze 1noutli be a 'lVind of anger. 1":;l~ 1neans 
strong, as ( Is. xxviii. 2) nzig-/zty 'lCJaters overjlo'lving·. 

All thy words are in anger and wrath to contend 
against God. 3. Does God, doest thou intend to say 
that God perverts judgment and righteousness? 
Indeed 4. If thy children have sinned against him, 
~nd he sent then1 fron1 before his face, as for tlzeir 

transg·ressz'on, i. e. because they have transgressed 
agt1inst hirn, as (J ere1niah xv. I) : Thoug·h Moses and 

Sa1nuel stood before nze, ;1et 11l)' nzind could not be 

toivard this people, send thenz aiva;, fronz before nze and 

let thenz g-o fort h. 5. And if thou, who art left behind 
them crushed and broken, wouldst seek diligently unto 
God, and supplicate unto Hin1, and not (address' Hin1) in 
words of strife and 1nurn1uring, as thou hast begun. 6. 
if pure in heart, and upright in deeds. Surely now, with­

out delay. He. would awake for thee, His good spirit 
to do good unto thee in thy latter end. and make 
the habitation of thy righteusness prosperous, with 
children and grandchildren, deservedly, according to 
thy righteousness. 1"'his reply accords with that which 
really happened to hin1 in the end, (Job xlii. 1 2) : God 

blessed tlze latter end o.f .fob etc. 7. And thy beginning 
..... because thy latter end will greatly increase. 

Bildad would convey his meaning to Job : certainly, 
since we see that, after the death of thy sons, God had 
not awakened for thee His good spirit to comfort thee, 
but His hand is still stretched out against thee, to 
afflict thee, we know that thou art punished for thy 



58 COl\11\lENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. VI I I. 8. 

sins. He, therefore, said to hin1 : if thou wert pure 
and upright, as thou sayest; since prayer \vithout 

devotion of the heart does not avail, as (Is. i. I 5) : 
yea, ivhen J'OU 11zake 112ct1Z)' pra;,ers I iv/!! not hear. 
Therefore, ( v. 5) : if tlzou hadst soug·ht God diligently, 
if thou hadst prayed to God, when they (thy sons) 
\Vere still alive, with uprightness of heart, as thou 

didst sacrifice burnt offerings, ( v. 6) he had nozv, 
immediately, have awakened to thee. . . . But since 
thy prayer was not in uprightness of heart, thou 

didst ren1ain to receive sufferings according to thy 
wickedness. According to this conception O?tp) is 

an expression of peace ;-thy children would not 
have died. Ibn Ezra explains the habitation of 

thy righteousness as the soul, and O?tp) as an ex­

pression of reward. 8. About the former genera­

tion, the S of ,~,7 means about as (Ex. xiv. 3) : 
and Pharaoh ivzll say of the children of Israel. And 
apply thy heart to search out and to ask further 

about their fathers, namely, of the former generation, 

and you will see that this is the way of the world. 

9. For we are but of yesterday, for one generation 
only is a mere shadow, it is, therefore, necessary 

to search out two or three generations. I o. Shall not 

they teach thee, what their fathers told them, and 

besides, utter words out of their heart, to sho\v you 
by parables and exan1ples, that without purity and 
uprightness of the heart nobody will prosper, even 

though he pray the \vhole day. The parable "rhich 
they \viii show you is taken from the herbs of the 
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field : 1 1. Can the rush become tall without mire ? 
z·.e. Can it pride itself, to becorne great and tall, 

,vithout 111ire, ;,~:;i as ( Ezek. xl vii. 1 1) : the nziry 

places thereof, meaning "a pool.'' I 2. In its green­
ness, in its moisture, it will not be cut down, for 

the purpose of using it. it rzvithers, as (Ps. cxxix. 6) : 
rzvhich rzvz"thers before z"t z·s plucked up. It withers, 
at the end of the verse refers to the preceding 
phrase : it is not cut down, so that it may ,vither. In 
the san1e way : (Ps. cxxix. 7 ), rzvhererzvz"th the reaper fills 

not ht"s hand, i.e. so that it is not reaped. It may 

also be explained thus : As long as it has yet i~s 
rnoisture it will not be cut down, i.e. it cannot be 

plucked with the hand, it is too moist on account 
of the water it contains. And before any other herb, 
although it prides itself on its tallness and height, 
acquired by the scent of the water, z"t rzvz"thers before 
all other herbs, at the time of heat and drought, 
when the waters decrease, because it was ,vont to 
be watered. 1 3. So are· the paths of all that forget 

God, who have no purity and uprightness of heart, 
no n1oisture, 1:.e. no fear of God, but they are like 
the hypocrites who are not within what they are 
on the surf ace. 14. Whose ~so~ confidence is 
cut off, is diminished. and a spider's house, as 

( Is. lix. 5) : and rzveave the spz·der's web. For 1 5. 
If a man shall lean upon his house, i.e. the spider's, 
or the house of the hypocrite, and imagines that 
he shall hold fast thereby, but it shall not stand, 
the contrast to Lev. xxv. 30, and the house shall be 
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niade sure. All this refers back to ( v. 5) : /.f thou 
'l.Vouldst seek dilig·ently unto God .... (v. 6), i.f thou 
izvert pure and upright, and not like the hypocrite 

alluded to. Having mentioned the rush that does 

not grow without water, he resumes: 16. He is green, 
on account of the mire and the water, even before the 

sun, and the heat, even while it lasts he shall be green, 

and over his garden, over the \V hole surface of his 
garden over which he spreads his shoot, and roots 

. . . . and shall fill all, even 1 7. about the heap of 

stones,_ which is a ha~·d and dry place, his roots shall 

be tangled, this way and that way. And instead of 
the place of _stones he shall prepare a refuge, a ,,no 
(harbour), to grow and thrive in; or i1ll:J; is like r,,1n 

( Dan. viii. 5) ; a notable horn. The n1eaning is, . it 
shall be tangled [grow luxuriantly], since the moisture 

of the n1ire and the water con1e to it fron1 below. 
rrhus also the n1an who is pure and upright in his 

heart, and in whon1 is the moisture of the fear [ of 

God]. No trouble shall injure him, nor any adversary, 
nor any evil occurrence, all of which is con1pared to 

the sun and the stones that are mentioned. r 8. If he 

destroy it, \Vhosoever destroys it, [if it be destroyed], 
and remove it, i.e. that rush from its place, from 
the heap and the place of stones where. it grew up. 
Because it said in its heart, that, if it grew so much 

upon a place of stones and a heap, how much larger 
would it gro,v, in a place where there is soft mould? 
But it denies him, the rush and the reed, him who 
removed it, as if i~ would say to him : I do not 
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recognize thee, I have not seen thee, for now it is 
constantly ashamed, for the heap and the place of 
stones from which it was removed was r 9. the joy of 
its way, which (way) was superior, and its prosperity, 
where it grew better than it does now in the soft soil 
in which .it was planted. And out. of the other dust, 

from which it was removed, they spring, £.e. its roots 

t~at were tangled (grew luxuriantly), as mentioned 
above, and its forn1er place was better for it. 'fhus 
also the man, if he is pure and upright, and n1ishaps 
befall hirn, and he sees wicked people prosper \vithout 
an adversary, and without evil occurrences, do not let 
him envy their deeds, to say ( Ps. lxxiii. 1 3) : Suref;1 £n 

va£n have I cleansed nzy heart. And do not let hin1 
be destroyed from his fonner place-his forn1er self, 
to leave the uprightness of his way. rfhis is similar 

to what Asaph says (Ps. lxxiii. 4) about the words of 
the wicked : .for tlzcre are no bonds to their death. 

E.li phaz said something sin1ilar ( v. ~) : and jcalouSJ' 

kZ:lls the szlf;1 one. Son1e say that J.ib1 ( v. 16) is a 
sort of herb that is n1oist even without 1nire. He 
proceeds to explain how the righteous prospers 
although evil occurrences befall hin1. For 20. God 
will not cast away a ,perfect man, to consun1e him 

when trouble co1nes to hi111. Neither will he uphold 

the evildoers, for if thou art ever pure and upright He 
\vill uphold thee. 2 1. Till he fill thy mouth with 
laughter and thy ·lips with shouting, against~ those 

who do evil unto thee, as (Is. xlii. r 3): he shall CY)', 

yea, he shall shout aloud, /2e shall (to ntight?l_y against 
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hz's eneniies. The n of n,~; stands instead of the ~-
22. They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame, 

when they see that they cannot prevail over thee. 
~['his is the way of the perfect man, but the tent of 

the wicked, that are not pure of heart, shall be no 

more, as above ( v. I 4) : and hz's trust is a spi'der's 71!eb. 

rfherefore, seek thou again his countenance diligently, 

and he rzvill return th;, captivity, and have conzpassz'on 

upon thee (Deut. xxx. 3). Job replies to this : 

CAP. IX.-1. And Job answered and thus is the 

argument. 2. Of a truth I know it is so, that the 

wicked is likened to grass, as ( Ps. xcii. 7) when the 

wz'cked spring· as tlze grass : and that he that returneth 
unto Him shall ·be con1passionated; and that the 

righteousness of a n1an restoreth strength to hin1, as 
thou hast said in thy similitudes ; but how should man 

be righteous with God in the clay of His fierce anger? 

for even the righteousness of a perfectly righteous 

1nan will not avail hi1n in the day of His anger, for 

( Eccl. iii. I 7) God rzvill ;·udg·e the r~rhteous and the 

rzvicked. And thus is the argun1ent of the ans\ver. 3. 
If he should desire, the 1nan who is chastised, to 

contend with him, at the tin1e of his judgment, to 
say ,vhat is 1ny transgression and 1ny sin, and to 

arrange his pleas of justification ; he (God) \Vould 
have so n1any ans\vers, that the n1an ,vould not be 

able to ans,ver, or to reply to his ,vords, even one of a 
thousand ; this is proved by the context belo\v; for 

4. Wise in heart is he, and he knows "vhat he does, 
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and, moreover, he is mighty in strength. For the 

wise is not always mighty, and vice versa; and thus it 
is in all cases. Who has hardened against him, 

words, to confute him in judgrnent, so that his word 

should be harder than that of God. nwpn like wp", 
( 2 Sarn uel xix. 44) : and the 1-vords of tlze men of 

./udah 1-vere harder than the 1-vords of the nzen of 

Israel. and be at peace? and go forth from hin1 in 

peace? for he will not confute him in the end. 'fhe 

context shows that this hardening refers to the words. 

He proceeds to show that man cannot contend with 

I-Iim, for He 5. removes the mountains, and 6. 
shakes the earth out of its place, for the sin of man. 

Or, nzountaz'ns is used here 111etaphorically for princes, 

as (Mic. vi. 2) : Hear, 0 ye nzountaz·ns. and they 

knew it not, he let then1 know what it is for. Or, 

it means: altlzoug·h tlzey kne1.v zt not, for they have 

no ~nderstanding, as (Hab. iii. 8): Was the Lord 

angry 1-vith the rivers? But the context proves the 

first explanation to be correct, for it is said (Job x. 2) : 
Sho1.v 1ne 1-vlzerefore thou contendest 1-vith nze. and 
the pillars thereof, of the earth ; as ( Prov. ix. I) : 
She lzas heivn out her pillars. tremble, trembling has 

taken hold of them, M,?SD = trembling. 7. Who says 
to the sun, which rules the day and behind (upon), 

the stars, the light of the night, he puts a seal, as 

(Is. xiii. ro): tlieJ' shall not g·ive thez·r ligltt: the sun 

slzall be tlarkencd in his /]-Oing· forth, and the 1noon 

shall not cause lzer lig·ht to shine. And all this on 

account of the iniquity of the generation. •~·9, behind 
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(upon), as (2 Kings iv. 4): and shut the door upon thee 

and upon thy sons. 8. Who alone stretches out the 

heavens. When rr1entioning the stretching out of the 

heaven, he says : He alone, on account of the vastness 

of the vault (ceiling) of heaven, for a man cannot 

stretch out evenly one curtain without assistance. and 
treadeth upon the high places of the sea, when their 

vvaves raise themselves, so as to be visible on the dry 

land. He mentions: 9. the Bear, Orion, and the 
Pleiades, who direct the world, the chambers of the 

south, i.e. the storm and the whirlwind that are there, 

as (Job xxxvii. 9) : out of the chanzber ( of the south) 

conies tlze ivhirlivznd. The Pleiades and Orion are also 

mentioned in Arnos ( v. 8), and in the Speech fron1 the 

whirlwind (Job xxxviii. 3 1, 32 ), where we shall explain 
it \vith God's help. Having mentioned in detail earth, 

heaven, and those that direct then1, and the majesty of 

the sea, he con1prises all, saying: 10. Who does great 

things past finding out, so as to enu111erate them. 

Having said (v. 5) that he renzoves the nzountains 

and overturns thenz -in his anger, without stating 

the reason to the children of 111an, for should he 

do so, they \voulcl repent. In this Job sinned, and_ 

to this E 1 i h u replied that this is not His way, 

(Job xxxiii. 16) : But he uncovers !he ear of nzen 

etc., (ib. v. 29): f'lvz°ce and thrice 'lVilh a 111an. I I. Lo, 

he goes by me, as Eliphaz said (iv. 16): 1"t stood 

still, but I could not d1·scer1t the appearance thereof. 

Referring to the \vorcls (v. 3) : if he should rlesz°re 

to contend 'lvz°t/2 nze, he proceeds : vVere I to con1e 
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to hin1 to arrange before 111e my pleas of justifica­
tion I should not perceive when he co111es, and when 
he passes on, which way he went by, so that I could 
supplicate to him to restore n1y righteous dwelling, 
which he overturned in his anger. i\.nd even if 
I did discern, he would pass by suddenly, in the 
way of snatching. This is the n1eaning- of I 2. He 
snatches, as (Prov. xxiii. 28): She is like one that 

snatches. Or, the word n1eans : he tears ( the prey). 
Who will say, etc. . . . For 1 3. God will not with­
draw his anger, in spite of man arranging his pleas of 
justification before hi111. 1'herefore, The helpers of 
arrogancy do stoop under him; rfhey who help with 

a strong hand and an arn1 raised on high. We find 
the tern1s "arrogance'' and "help" in juxtaposition : 

(Is. xxx. 7) And l~;,Pt helps z"n va-z'n, a1td to no pur-

pose, therefore I call thz·s J.iJ"J arrog·ance. J.TTi denotes 
haughtiness and don1inion ; to help by force. 14. 
How much less I, the hun1bled and crushed? For 
15. Though I were righteous I would not answer, I 

should not have the confidence to speak against hin1 ; 
much less would I make supplication to hin1 that would 

judge me. 1 6. If I had called and he had answered, I 

should not have believed that he had given his heart 
to 111y supplications. How much less would I contend 

with hi 111, for at the beginning_ of his reasoning. I 7. He 
would break me in -a tempest, he would darken n1e ; 
or, he would break 111e, in his ten1pest. and multiplies 
my wounds without cause, he did not rnake it known 
to me. Also no\v 1 8. He will not suffer 1ne to take 

5 
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my breath and n1y soul to him, for n1e to die and to 

rest. But, "IJ = but, he fills me with bitterness, and 

satiates me with evil sufferings. o·r, "D~, :i.wo may be 

explained as ( r Sam. xxx. r 2) : his spirit canze again 

to h2.1Ji-that he will restore me to manly health. 

According to the first explanation the phrase is like 

(Eccl. xii. 7): and the spirit returns unto God; (Job: xv. 

r 3) : thou returnest thy spirit to God. r 9. If to 

strength I look forward, to be helped against hi1n, he 

is stronger than I am ; and if to judgment, in words 

of contention, who will appoint me a time, who will 

set a day of n1eeting, between him and me. This 

accords with that which was said above (v. 4) : ivho has 

hardened hiniseif aga,z°nst h,z"ni and prospered? But 

now, even if I had a day of rneeting appointed for n1e, 

and I should be willing to declare n1y righteousness, 

He would-so \Vise is He--cleclare n1e guilty frorn n1y 

words, and if I an1 innocent He would yet prove me 

perverse. For 2 r. I a1n innocent now, and all this 

has befallen 111e. I do not know my person (my soul), 

what is good for it, whether I should seek to ke-ep it 

alive. I despise my life, for what does n1y innocence 

help me? 2 2. It, rny soul, is all one to him, whether 

she be righteous or sinful, it is all the same, for he 

destroys the innocent and the wicked, and why should 

I ,vish for life any n1orc? in the sense of (f:ccl. iii. 17): 

God judges the rig-/1ieous and the 'Zvicked. lbn Ezra 

takes it as a question : _/Jo 1 no! kuo'Zv 1JZJ' soul? Does 

not rny soul know whether she is pure? 2 3. If the 

scourge: If the Satan con1e before hin1 ,vith the 
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scourge of his tongue, to accuse n1an and to kill him 
suddenly, without first inquiring into his righteousness, 
but devours and destroys hin1 suddenly ; at the trial­
when he . tries-the innocent, with sufferings, he will 

mock at it. For Job knew that thiswasthewaythe 
trial had co1ne upon him. He proceeds to say what 
is meant by "the scourge." 24. The earth is given 
into the hand of the wicked, i.e. the Satan, who is 

intent upon conden1ning man before his Creator for 
no reason. The faces of the judges thereof-who are 
the gods-he covers, in judgment, and shows aspects 
and ways in his argun1ents to prove man guilty. This 
I see and discern, as it has bef alien n1e. If it is not 
according to my words, who, then, is it, that did all 

this to n1e? 25. And my days ; indeed, the clays of 
1ny happiness are swifter in their running, than a 
runner, n1ore than a runner. Above (vii. 6 ), he 
co1npared the111 with a shuttle, which also runs in the 
web. 26. With the hostile ships, like the ships of 

enen1ies and robbers, that sudden! y fall upon man. 
Son1e explain n;i~, (ships) that carry fresh corn, that 
run swiftly, because ( their owners) want to sell whilst 
it is still fresh. Some say that ships are n1eant n1ade 
of reeds as (Is. xvi ii. 2) : z'n vessels of reeds over the 
'lvater; they are called il::tN, because the ships are 
made whilst the reeds are still fresh. Like the eagle 
that swoops, that flies \vhen he hastens to eat, thus 
the 1"'argun1 translates ( Habak. i. 8) : lz'ke tlie e~t;le 

that hastens to eat : S:,-ioS D.,N~, ,w::i:,. 1z·ke a11 e~gle 

that flz'es to eat. 2 7. If I say, if I were to say in 
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my heart I will forget my complaint, and comfort 

myself; I will put off my counten~nce, my anger, as 

( r Sam. i. r 8) : she had 1io long·er her countenance, i.e. 

her countenance of wrath. ilJ.."'7?~), and I strengthen 

111 yself to hope for help ( to con1e) to me, as 

(An10s v. 9) : i-T//z,o brings sudden destruction upon 

the strong. 28. I am afraid, then I say to n1y heart, 

behold n1y time has con1e, and my sorrows, my 

troubles will yet befall me. I know that, as I am 

innocent and righteous before thee thou will not hold 
1ne innocent, and 2 9. I shall be wicked, the lot of the 

'Nicked shall be my lot, innocent as I am. If so 
, 

why should I labour in vain? to forget n1y complaint 

and to be strong till thou doest hold 111e innocent. 

Indeed 30. If I washed myself in snowwater, \vhich 

cleanses better because it is cold and sharp. And 
cleanse ,t1::;i in purity my hands, as ( Ps. lxxi ii. r 3) : 

and rzuashed 1n;1 hands ri"'p:i:::i in jntrit;1, because all 

work is done with the hands. 3 r. Then in the ditch, 
z·.e. n1ire and clay. and 1nine own clothes shall abhor 

n1e, compare (Zech. iii. 1) : Joshuah the liig·h prz'est, 

that the Satan stood bJ 1 hz·s rig·ht hand to ltinder hint, 

in reference to the filthy garn1~nts ,vhich he wore ; in 

the sense of (J eren1. ii. 2 2) : thoug-/i I liou rzsJas/2 thee rz.vith 

~ye, aud take thee 1nuch soap, yet th;, 1'niquit;1 is nzarked 

before 11ze. 32. Not a man as I an1, is he, that we 
could come together in judgment, so that I could 

arrange n1y pleas of justification. 33. There is not an 
u1npire betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us 
both to bring about a settlen1ent, or that ,ve \Vere 
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alike at the place of 1neeting. The u111pire between 

us could 34. take away his rod from me, so as not 

to chastise n1e, and the terror of him, of his words. 

35. Then I would speak n1y words without fear, if he 

were a n1an like n1e, for I do not conceive myself to 

be a sinner and a transgressor that I should be afraid 

to reason with hi1n. T'herefore 

• CAP. X.-- 1. My soul loathes, il~i?J is an expres­

sion of loathing, as ( Ezek. xx. 43) : aud )IOU slzall 

loathe )'Ourselves. • For 111 y righteousness does not 

profit 111e in the least. Therefore, I will give free 

course to my complaint, and n1y anger, to be heavy 

upon n1e till I die. I shall say no more what I said 

before ( ix. 2 7) : / 7-vzll forg·et nzy -eo11zplaint aud be 

streuglltened, but I will speak in the bitterness of my 
soul. 'T'his concludes the argun1en t ( ix. 2 7) : // / 

say, I 7-vz"ll forget . . . It can also be explained : My 

soul loathes if I forsake, z·.e. if I do not speak ; or, I 

shall speak, as (Ps. xxxii. 3) : 7-Vlten I kept silent, 11zy 

bones 7-Vaxed old. Having declared : / shall speak, he 

explains, that he would say : 2. Do not condemn me, 

if I an1 righteous; as (Ps. xxxvii. 33): nor conde1nn 

h£11i 7-vhen he £s jud/ted. Show me first wherefore thou 
contendest with me, it is this to which Elihu replies 

(Job xxxiii. r 3) : Why doest tlzou str£ve a,_raz·nst hinz, 

for that he g·ives not account of any of hzs nzatters. 

3. Is it good unto thee, and proper, to oppress rnan's 

judgn1ent: and his righteousness, and despisest the 
work of thy hands. Even though he have sinned 
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against thee, thou shouldst have n1ercy on the ,vork 

of thy hands. Is it good to thee that upon the counsel 

of the wicked - referring to what he said before 

(ix. 24) : the earth is given into the hand of the rzvz"cked 

thou dost shine, i111n1ecliately, as soon as the scourge 

of the tongue con1es to thee? To consun1e and 

destroy the work of thy hands.--I n a JJl[idrashic ivaJ1 

(it can be explained thus). rrhree participate in 

creating man ; Goel, his father, and his n1other. 

( Babli l(iddushin, 30b ; B. N idda 3 1 a). T'herefore, 

he says : Is it g·ood for tlzee that thou oppressest, 

[ ,vithholdest] fro111 n1e the part of the father and the 

n1other, that which is clue to their portion ; that thou 

desp/sest the ivork of tlzy hands, which is thy portion? 

1'he \Vorel Q-1/~~TT n1cans, thou hast revealed and shown 

that this is thy will. Compare ( Deut. xxxiii. 2) : He 
shined forth fronz nzount Paran, (Ps. I. 2): God has 

slzone forth. 4. Hast thou eyes of flesh? To look 

to the appearance and not to the heart. or seest thou 

.... a parallelisrn-Since a judge can only go by 

that which his eyes see. 5. Are like the days of man 

. . . . , who, if he does not avenge hin1self this day 

of his enen1y, he may be dead to-rnorrow, or he (the 

enen1y) n1ay flee to another country, and no vengeance 

can be taken. Therefore, he hurries to take his 

vengeance, and kills suddenly, without inquiry or 

investigation. C_f. (Ps. cii. 28) : Thou art the sanze, 

and thy years have no end_ 7. With thy knowledge, 

s~ = with, as ( N um. ix. I I) : rzvzih unleavened bread 

and bitter herbs, where S.!) = with. He says: since 
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thou lookest upon the heart, and dost understand all 

the forn1ation of the thoughts, thou shouldst have 

sho,vn that thou knowest n1y heart, that I am not 
wicked, (and thou shouldst) not (have acted) upon the 

counsel o.f tlze 1.vz"cked, as 111entioned above ( v. 3) ; and 

also that ( J)eut. xxxii. 39) : tlzere is none that can 

deliver out of thy lzand,-at any tin1e thou art willing. 

The correct explanation is that of 111y father--the 

ri1en1ory of the righteous is for a blessing- : Wz'tlz 

thy kno1.vledge that I was not wicked, in regard to all 

that has befallen 111e, but there is none that delivers 
out of thy hand, as said I(oheleth ( Eccl. iii. 1 7) : God 

;·urlges the rzglzteous an,d the 1.vicked. 8. Thy hands have 

framed me, referring to what he has said (v. 3) : thou 

rlespisest tlze rzvork of thy hanrls. I bn Ezra says that 

~~:r~ is like (Ex. ix. 3) : 1'/ze hand of the Lord z·s, and 

~~~J.¥~ is an expression of pain. And dealt with me, as 

( Zeph. iii. 19) ; I rzvill deal rzvith all theni that aj]iz'ct 

thee. Together round· about, without escape. l'he 

correct explanation is, tog·ether round about, when thou 

hast n1ade a hedge about me (Job i. 1 o'), all round, 

and my cattle had increased in the land (ibz"ci. ), thou 
dost destroy me, and my substance and children 

did not escape. 9. That as clay, and ren1e1nber that 

unto the dust thou wilt bring me again; the judgment 

which I shall meet there will be sufficient for me, 

let there be rest for n1e whilst I live. 1 o. Thou 
hast poured me out, the seed in the won1 b of the 

mother ; and curdled me like cheese, and clothed 

n1e 1 r. with skin and flesh, to strengthen which, and 
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in order to bind the parts of the body together, thou 
hast knit me together, and intervvoven with bones 

and sinews. In Ezekiel the bones are mentioned 

first, then it is said (xxxvii. 6), And I will lay sz"neiv:s 

upon )'Ou, and afterwards : and 'lvill bring· flesh upon 

)'OU. But those of Ezekiel were bones cast over the 

field ; therefore that which is lower was created first, 

and afterwards that which is above. But here the 

co111111ence1nent of 111an's creation is spoken of; that 

,vhich is s111allest is f onned first within the 111other : 

the skin, and afterwards the flesh, and afterwards the 

bones, in order that the bones should not injure 

the n1other's won1b. 1 2.· Thou hast granted me life 
and favour, to preserve n1e in n1y 1nother's won1b, 

that I should not dissolve. And tlzat which thou 

hast deposited, i.e. the soul, which thou hast deposited 
in rne. preserved my spirit, that I was not stricken 

down, on account of the troubles that can1e to me. 

Son1e explain ~~:r1p~r1 : . when • I consigned my spirit 

into thy hand, the charge taken by thee was true 

to n1e. 1 3. Yet these things, of ,vhich thou hast 

spoken thou didst hide in thine heart, thou didst not 

show them when the scourge of ·the tongue can1e to 
thee. I have known, and seen that this is with thee, 
when thou didst judge n1e. 14. If I have sinned, 
thou ·wilt guard me, since I an1 the work of thy hands. 

And if iniquity were found in n1e whilst thou didst 

guard me, thou wouldst not acquit me of my iniquity ; 
I should not have asked of thee but to take retribution 
for all. But since thou hidest the counsel of the 
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,vicked in thy heart, 1 5. If I be wicked, woe unto me, 
and if I be righteous, yet I shall not lift up my head 
in juclgn1ent, indeed I an1 filled with ignon1iny, and 
see my affliction, and thou seest m.y affliction. 16. 
For if it will exalt itself and be very great, thou 
huntest me as a lion, and liest in wait for n1y life. 

I bn Ezra says that TT~~;), z°t becouzes high, refers to nzy 

ajflictz·ou, which becon1es stronger every day, and 

returns time after tin1e, as (Lan,. iii. 3) : surely, 

agaz'nst 1ne he turns. thou showest thyself marvellous 
against me, . to make n1y plagues n1arvellous, cf. 

(Isa. xxix. I 4) : . a nzarvel!ous rzvork and a rzvonder. 

I 7. And thou further renewest thy witnesses against 
me, and increasest thy indignation, and hast not thy 

fill of me. I-I e proceeds to explain what these wit­

nesses are; nan1ely, Changes, as ( I Kings v. 28 tI4]), 
every nzonth r,iEJ.,?Q b;, changes ; illnesses with inter­
mittent heat and cold, day by day. and time, the 
duration of each illness whilst it lasts. Since thou 
doest thus unto me, 18. Wherefore hast thou brought 
me forth out of the womb? I had given up the ghost, 
and then 1 9. I should have been as though I had not 
been, I had never been, without any remembrance, as 
though I had been brought forth from the womb to 
the grave. 20. Are not my days few, even if they 
were all happy. Therefore, cease and set thyself 
away from me, and leave me alone; for the opposite 
meaning [ of r,-im] see Is. ( xxii. 7) : and the horsemen 

set thenzse!ves [in array J at the gate, where it means : 
they strengthen themselves to fight. TT~.,,~~), that I 
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111ay be strengthened for a time, a little, the few days 
I have to live. 2 I. Before, as ii it were written : 
before I go to the land of darkness and the shadow 
of death, whence I shall not return. 22. A land of 

thick darkness, i.e. the darkness which prevails before 
the rising of the dawn, as (Amos iv. I 3): that nzakes 
the 1norning- tlarkness, it means, when it must shine 

and lighten. Without order, there is no order of day 

and night, for it is always dark, and when it shines, 
and when it shines forth and rises over all the world 

to give light, it is like darkness. Job's argument in 
this speech was, that death is preferable to life. For 

the righteous has no profit from his righteousness in 

the encl, for he (God) destroys the innocent and the 
wicked by the scourge of the tongue that con1es 
suddenly before hi111; and he says : zvlzy should I 
labour in vain ? For I go to the land of darkness. 
All this is replied to by Zophar. 

CAP. XI.-1. And Zophar answered 2. Should a 
multitude of words, by reason that there is a 111ultitude 
of words, not be answered by others who hear them ? 
And should a man who has lips to speak continually 
be justified ? 3. Should he be silenced by thy 
devices, Tf"1:;l, by the words which thou devisest out of 
thy own heart against God's ways and his attributes, 
to say (ix. 22): It is all one, there.fore I say, He 
destroys the innocent and the wicked, etc., and ( x. 3) : 
thou slzinest upon the counsel o.f the zvicked. Wouldst 
thou cause to hold their peace and be silent men, and 
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a people like us ? Or ~m"-:itr~ means, wilt thou consider 
us like deaf people, who do not know the secret and 

counsel of C;·od, s,o as to reply to thee to every word, 

and doest thou, on this account, mock us, and no man 

1nake thee ashamed to silence, when thou sayest: 

4. My doctrine is pure, and is words of truth ; and I 

am clean in thine eyes, so that thou needst only to 
investigate my words to find them so? Thus thou 

speakest to God, if. ( x. 7) : ivith thJ1 knoivledge that I 

anz not ivicked. It can also be explained that these 

words are addressed . to Job : thou sayest " I am 
clean," and thus thou appearest in thine own eyes, 
but not in the eyes of all those that are wise of heart. 

But 5. Oh, that God would speak, ivould speak, as 

against the 11zultz"tude of ivo-rds ( v. 2) ; and open his 

lips, as against a 11zan of lips ( of constant talk) ( z·bz·d. ). 

He would tell thee his hidden things, which it is 

in1possible for us to know. Therefore thou justifiest 

thyself before us, but should He open His lips, 6. 
He would show thee the secrets of wisdom, accord­

ing to thy judgments that are hidden from men ; or, 

in reference to what thou didst say (x. 2) : Shoiv 

nie 'lvherifore thou contendest rz.vith nze, and by 

,vhich thou justifiest thyself, and he will show 
thee, that double the punishment that thou hast 
received, thou oughtst to have received at his hand, 

according to the sound wisdom and the profound 
justice which thus would become known. and know, 
how much he will yet chastise thee, that he will exact, 
TTt?~, that he will be unto thee like nw,:J, a creditor, who 
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oppresses the debtor, for thy iniquity, and he has 
not yet collected all his due frotn thy hand, according 

to thy iniquity ; and not as thou hast said (ix. 2 2) : 

he destrOJ'S the innocent aud the rzvicked. Son1e say 
that iTW"' is an expression of '' oblivion,,, as ( xxxix. 

I 7) : because God has nzade her to forget ivisdoni ; 

He still deals with thee as if he forgot a portion of 

thy iniquity. The Targun1 of n:Jwri, ( Prov. iv. s) 
forget is "'tVJri. '['his is I bn Ezra's opinion, because 

it is n1ost in1probable that ilW"' here should be like 

( Deuter. xxiv. r o) : when thou art the cred1:tor of 

thy neig-/zbour. 7. The deep things ; canst thou find 
out, and succeed in finding his ultimate thought, and 
the ultimate object of his judgment, for which he 

judges man, that thou justifiest thyself? 8. The 
heights of heaven, £.e. the place where thy actions 
are judged, what canst thou do ? What doest thou 
to be there? Hast thou been there to know the 
arrangements of my judgn1ent? Having n1entioned 
the height of heaven, he further says : that which is 
deeper than the grave, i.e. wisdom, as (Eccl. vii. 

24); exceeding· deep, who can finti it out? what canst 
thou know to attain to it? Having mentioned height 
and depth, he proceeds to mention breadth and length, 

in accordance with (Job xxviii. 1 2) : but ivhere shall 

rzvisdoni be found? It is the secrets of wisdonz men­

tioned above (v. 6), compare (Job xxviii. 23): God­

understands the way thereof, in the speech commenc­

ing : And Job contz"nued. ro. If he changes, man's 
glory and his \vealth, and shuts him up, on account 
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of his words, like a leper, who n1ust be shut up ( Levit. 

xiii. 4). and gathers, and brings him back again to 

his co1nn1unity after having been shut up. Or, ,.,~9~ 
n1eans, he delivers up n1an into the hand of the 

iniquitous and the wicked, to judge him, as he said 

(Job ix~ 24) : the eartlz is gz.°ven into the liand of the 

'lVtcked. t,.,ryp~), he called an assembly about him, to 

give evidence as to his actions. Who can reply to 

him, to say, thou hast acted unjustly? For his 

wisdon1 is hidden from 1112.nkind ; ref erring to the 

secrets of rzvzsdouz n1en tioned above ( v. 6 ). The ref ore 

he says : 11. For he knows the vain men, as (Ps. 

lxxviii. 3 7) : for their heart 'lCJas not rig-ht rzvitlz hi1n. 

He sees iniquity, of theirs, and the world thinks that 

he considers not, because he does not take immediate 

vengeance, but he is slow to anger, and knows, though 

he is silent. When they (the iniquities) are for­

gotten by n1an, then they are brought in ren1en1brance 

before hin1, and n1an thinks that they are unjustly 

brought borne to him. 12. And an eloquent 1nan, i.e. 

a n1an J.~J.~, supplied with J..,::i talk and eloquence, is 

void of understanding, J.::).~\ his heart and thought 

shall be undone, and not be able to reply to him. 
and before the wild ass's colt, that has no sense at all, 

man, that has sense, shall be born, and be like cattle 

with it. This is R. Eliezer's explanation. But i~ 

can be explained thus : J.1J.::i, /2ollo1v, like (Ex. xxvii. 

8) : /1ollo1v, J.1J.::i, 1v1"th planks; he \vho has not cared 

about the enjoyn1ent of his body, but is like one that 

fasted. J.J.S\ shall take heart, and .he \vho is void of 
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sense, but is like a 'lvild ass's colt, shall strive after 
wisdom, till he again attains to the nature of man. 

Therefore he says : 13. If thou set thine heart aright, 
to supplicate to Him. He n1entions "the hands" in 

reference to " the heart," as ( Lam. iii. 41) : Let us lift 

up our hearts 'lvith our hands. 14. If iniquity that 
thou hast committed with thine O\vn hand, or if it 

is in thy tent, committed by one of the people of 
thy house. 1 5. Surely then shalt thou lift up thy 
face without blemish, no blemish shall be on thee, 

and not as thou hast said (x. 15) : and if I be righteous, 

yet shall I not lift up nz;1 head. Thou shalt be stead­

fast, p~~o is a thing that is settled firmly, as (Job 
xii. 1 6 ) : his heart is as .firnz as stone. and shalt not 

fear, that he will again deliver thee into the hand of 

the enen1y. 16. For thou, who art chastised now, 

shalt forget the misery of thy chastisements and 
thy diseases, so well will it be with thee. as waters 

that sweep by and pass, and will not sweep by 

again, thus shalt thou re1nember thy sufferings. 

And, in reply to that which he (Job) had said 
(x. 21, 2 2): / shall g·o .... to a land of thick 

darkness . . . . and shado'lv of death, 'lvzihout an;1 

order of day and night; he ( Zophar) says to hin1 : if 
thou shalt do thus, then 17. More than the noonday, 
which is the light of day, shall thy life arise; and 

when thou thinkest that the light of the noonday 
becon1es dark, and turns to tlu·ck .tlarkness, ,vhich 

takes place at evening ti1ne, for the light of the noon­

day continues to beco111e darker even till the shadows 
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of the evening. Or, like the morning, which becomes 

continually lighter, shall be the thick darkness which he 

mentioned. T~e light of thy life is more enduring 

than the light of noonday. (Job xi. 17) And behold 

,Sn expresses ' rust ' in the language of our Rabbis, for 

it is the opposite of light. rfhe word n;,':11'0 is the 

same_ as i1D,1'J';1, and formed like n:nSr;,, no,pr;,.-nD,l'JJ 

cannot be from the root ~rl'0, just as little, as no,pi:, 

could be said to be f ron1 o~pi:,. 1 8. And thou shalt 
be secure, if thou removest iniquity and wrong far 

away fron1 thyself and from thy tent. And thou shalt 
search and spy out for thyself a rest; as ( Deu t. i. 2 2) : 

that they nzay search for us. But since the word 

t='~PtT) in this verse is parallel to t,Q~~\ thou shalt be 
secure, therefore R... Eliezer explains it thus : when 

thou shalt understand to be ashan1ed and confounded 

in thy security, by seeing· others srnitten, then shalt 

thou take thy rest in safety. And we have found 

the word IDYl parallel with 1,n~:i, (Job vi. 20) They 
were ashanzed because they had trusted, the;1 canze 
thitlzer and 'l.Vere confounded. According to lbn Ezra 

niDn, n1eans : as if thou hadst been digging round 

about thee, as people dig round the walls of a city. 

19. And many shall 1nake suit unto thee, to benefit 

then1, or to intercede on their behalf. 20. But the 
eyes of the wicked, who look forward to thy death, or 

the wicked \vho do not, like thee, put iniquity far 

away fron1 themselves, shall fail, for they shall not see 

their desire. And refuge is perished from them, they 

shall find no place for a refuge. n~Q, breath,.ng· out, 
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is an expression of grief, as (J erem. xv. 9) : she, has 

breathed out her soul. So that finally they shall be 

confounded and ashan1ed, and thou shalt be· secure. 

This is Zophar's reply to Job, who imagined that God 

hunted hin1 like a lion, and set up his witnesses 

against hin1, and who scoffs at his corn panions, that 

they shall not answer him. But were God to open 
his mouth, he would answer him, for no n1an can find 

out the deep things of God. To this Job replies : 

CAP. XII.-r, 2. And Job answered .... In 

truth . . . . The meaning is : thou didst say that my 

boastings caused men to hold their peace; certainly 

because you are a people and one company. t ... or 

Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar had answered hin1, there­

fore he chides then1 and says : because you are three, 

you think, that when I silence you, I silence all the 
people of the world, and that I an1 a 1-vzld ass's colt 

( xi. r 2 ), and you irnagine that all wisclon1 is in you and 
not in me, and that all wise n1en of the world die 

when you die, and· when thou sayest to n1e that no 

111an can find out the deep things of God, and that 

an empty man like me is without understanding. 

3. I also have understanding as well as you. All of 

them adopted one way and one n1ethod of condemning 
him ; he, therefore, addresses one of then1 on behalf 

of all. I am not inferior to you, in degree of wisdom, 

and who knows not such things as these? narnely, 
that no 1nan can find a reply against the 1-loly One. 

But 1 who stand as 4. a laughing stock, and an 
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object of scorn, to his neighbour, whose duty it vvas 

to con1fort and support hin1 [his friend] at the tin1e of 

his trouble. For if he would call upon God, for this 

that he is scoffed at, at the time of his trouble, He 

vvould answer hin1 and execute j udgment upon the 

scoffers, as it is said (Prov. xxiv. I 7, I 8): re.Joice not 

1.vhen thine enenzy falleth, . . . . lest tlze Lord shall 

see, and -it displease hz'1n. This laughter with which 

y.ou meet me is directed against a perfect, righteous 
man. For I cry out on account of n1y trouble, and do 

not scoff,. as thou didst say ( xi. 3) : Thou sco.ffest, and no 

one rnakes (thee) ashanied. 5. The torch is a contempt, 

when its sn1oke rises, to the fat one (the happy) who 

is at ease. r,~r,tp~?, to the n1an who r,wi, (J eren1. v. 

28) is fat, and who says : throvv it into the cross-road, 

because he cannot bear_ its sn1oke for (Ps. lxxiii. 5) 

they are not in trouble like other nzen. More than 

this, when he sees people that pass the road fall over 

it and being burnt by it, he laughs at then1 and 

despises then1, and ren1e1nbers not, in the fulness of 

his ease, that he n1ay hin1self fall over it. But, in the 

end, he is destined that his feet slip over it, without 

being able, like one of the others, to rise up quickly, 

because he is so heavy and fat. Consequently he 

suffers n1ore injury than all those who fell and at 

whon1 he laughed. He proceeds to explain the like­
ness. 6. The tents are prosperous, z·.e. of that fat 

nzan 1.vho i's at ease, in regard to robbers; he fears no 

robbers ; the S = in regard to, and he has security 

in regard to those who provoke God, that they \vill not 
6 
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provoke or frighten hin1, for he doe? not think to fall 

into their hands. Thus he is without fear in regard 

to him whom God brought into his hand; i.e. those 

\vho provoke God, whon1 God brought and delivered 

into his hand ; such others as have no luck like him­

self, at whon1 he laughs, ( thinking) that God will not 

bring hi1n into their hands, and the end is that he 

brings hin1 (into their hands) in (his) peace. All this 

refers back to (v. 5) : those ivhose feet slip. Contenzpt, 
at ease, secure, are all parallel expressions, con1pare 

(P.s. cxxiii. 4) : the scorning of those that are at ease, 
the contenzpt of the proud. It refers back to (v. 4) : 

lie calls upon God and he ivill ansiver hini. Baal 

Haparchon explains i"~~ : the torch which gives light 
is despised, con1pared with the gladness of him who is 

at ease and prosperous, but, in the end, his feet will 

stun1ble over it. My father-the n1en1ory of the 

righteous is blessed-explains i"D, as it is repeatedly 

used in this book, to denote sorroiv; and J.ob speaks 

thus : Behold n1e now at whon1 the people laugh. 

H o,v this case has been changed, that sorrow and 

contempt have come to hin1 who ought to be shining 

,vith fat, and that he ivhose feet ought to slip, who 

ought to have no footing, i's secure and firn1 on his 

feet; and that the tents of hin1 upon ,vhon1 robbers and 

such as provoke God ought to fall prosper in securit;1, 
to hinz to ivhose hand God, i.e. the judge, has brought it. 
Therefore they laugh at n1e. Thus Rabbi Simeon 

told n1e in the nan1e of n1y father, ( of their fathers?) 

peace be with then1. I bn Ezra says that the S of ,,nS 
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is a servile letter, i"EJS = ,i"!JJ., on account o/ the sorrow, 
the sorrow \vhich is contemptible in the thought of 
him ,vho is at ease. For rr,r,w,1,S comp. (Ps. cxlvi. 4): 
his thoughts perish. Such a thing causes a man's feet 
to slip; comp. (Ps. lxxiii. r 2) : nzy feet were g·one. 
They are at ease, for he sees the robbers, i.e. such as 
practise violence openly, at ease ; /or hinz wlzo broug·ht, 

referring to such as serve images, who makes his god 
·with his oivn hand. 7. But ask now; thou Zophar ; 
thou -who sayest ( xi. r o) : lj he chang·e, and shut up, 
and call an assenzbly, who shall hinder lzinz ? and thou 
dost think that thou hast spoken wisely, that very 
wisdom will be told thee by the beasts, and the birds, 
and the earth, and the fishes of the sea. Comp. 
(Job xxviii. 14) : The deep says, it is not in nze, and 

the sea says .... £.e. if they had a mouth they would 
speak thus. Having mentioned beasts, birds, earth, 
and fishes in particular, he continues : in general : 
9. Who, of all the creatures of the universe, does not 
know that the hand of the Lord has wrought this to 
me. r o. For everything happens through Him, for 
in his hand is the soul of every living thing ; and 
since all the souls are in his hand, and no one, besides 
him, can work bad or good, who has killed my sons, 
who chastises me if not he ? 1 1. Does not the ear of 
everybody who hears of what has befallen me, try 
this to know it? even as the palate the food that is 
tasteful to it ? r 2. And with the aged is this wisdom, 
that no one, besides him, works bad or good, for 
( v. 1 6) 'lvz·th hinz is strength and w-isdonz. I further 
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heard the follo\ving explanation. Job says : I thought 
that 'lvith aged 1ne,n is 'lvisdo11z, and that you had under­

standing, since you have length of days-referring to 
the beginning of his speech,-'lvisdonz shall die 'lvith 

;1ou ; but it is not as I thought, there is no \visdom 

with you. He continues 13, With him-God alone 
-is wisdon1 and also nzzg-ht, for one can be wise 

without being mighty. I 4. Behold, he breaketh down, 
that which he breaks down no one can build again, 
and what he shuts up, no one can open. This, I 
think, corresponds with that which Zophar said 

( xi. I o) : If he change, this is ref erred to by : he 

breaks down and it cannot be built again, which is the 
opposite ( change) to building; and he shut up : this 
is ref erred to by he shuts up a nzan ; he assenzbles is 
referred to by r 5. he withholds the waters, i.e. he 
assembles them from the place where they jlo'lved at 
first and turns them into a parched land and they dry 
up, and \vho can produce them again? referring to 

the preceding phrase : there can be no opening, for no 

one can open a.:rain ( Is. xxii. 2 2 ). And he sends them 
forth, afterwards, as (Job v. I o) : and he sends 'lvaters 

upon the fields ; he causes them to rain down, and they 
change the earth to becon1e green again, as the place 
for grass and herbs and blossoms, which had withered 
before because of their ( the rains') absence. Son1e 
explain ~:J~iJ~), they overturn the earth, withered it in 
the case of the generation of the flood, and who will 
,vithholcl then1? Having n1entioned (v. 13) that 1vith 

lziJJz is 7.visdonz and 1nig·ht, he continues in the same 
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strain r 6. With him is strength, to 1nake one man 

stronger and 111ore distinguished than another, and 

sound wisdom, to come with devices over hin1. For 

the word il;~i:n must be explained according to the 

context, the word denoting either counsel, or vvisdom, 

or n1ight. The deceived and the deceiver are his, the 

deceived and lie w/io deceives hint. The deceived, 

,vho does not kno\v how to be on his guard, \vho is 

'devoid of counsel like Ahab ; and the deceiver, the 

lying spirit that entered into Zedekiah the son of 

Chenaanah, to entice Ahab, and \Vho made him horns 

of iron and said to him : 1-vith these shaft thou push the 

Syrz·ans ( r I(ings xxii. r r ). He (Ahab) believed him 

and did not believe Micaiah \vho \Varned hin1 against 

going to war. And like Ahitophel, whose counsel 

\Vas like the \Vord of a man of God, and Absalon,, 

to \vhom God sent a deceiver, namely H ushai the 

Archite \vho turned his counsel. And like Rehoboan1 

the son of Solomon \vho listened to the counsel of the 

youths, and not to that of the elders. r 7. In this way 

he leads the counsellors themselves away spoiled, as 

if they had stripped their garments from their bodies, 

comp. (Mica. i. 8) : I 1-vzll <ro stripped and naked, 

( Ps. lxxvi. 6) : the stouthearted are spozled. and the 
judges of the land, he makes fools, they err in their 

actions, in their judg1nents, so that they are considered 

foolish and silly. Comp. (Is. xl. 23) : lie 11zakes the 

judg·es of the earth as vanity. He further says_: in 

this ,vay r 8. The bonds of kings, the yoke and bonds 

placed by then1 upon others, lie looseth, to rebel against 
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them, co1np. (Ps. cxvi. I 6) : thou hast loosened nzy bonds. 
And bindeth their loins with a girdle, to rebel, and 

prevail over those who had hitherto kept them in 

bonds. i\nd those who I 9. were Priests, z·.e. princes 

and honoured men as (2 Sam. viii. I 8) : and the sons oj 
David zvere priests; he leads away spoiled, as if he had 

spoiled them ; 0"'~7')"'~), and the mighty he overturneth 
from their might. 20. He removeth the speech of 

those who were trusty; R. Eliezer explains 1"'QO. as 

( Genesis xix. 3) : and they turned in unto hini, 

(Judges iv. I 8) : turn in to nze, (in French) tourne; the 

expression to the trusty induced him to explain it 

thus, otherwise, 0"'::JC~::Ja, fronz the trusty ought to 

have been written. He, therefore, explains it : zvho 

turns the speech, and counsel of folly and error to the 

trusty in their counsel, who never erred before. 

R. Saadiah says that the ::J of 0"'::JC~::J is paragogic, like 

the ::J in .,~::JP, an end (Job xviii. 2 ), and it stands for 

0"'0~::Js, those who speak, as (Jer. xxiii. 3 I) : and sa;1, 

He says. Ol'l:D\ and the speech, as (Jon. iii. 7) : b;, 
decree of the king He takes away, so that they 

become foolish in their words. Through this 2 r. He 
poureth contempt upon princes and honoured men, 

D"']t.?~ and the belt, as (Is. xxiii. 1 o) : there -z"s no girdle 
a!ZY niore, ( Ps. cix. I 9) : and for the girdle, 1vlzere1vith 
he is gz"rded continually. 1J"']9 is formed like n"'WC, 

the anoz"nted of the God of ./ acob ( 2 Sam. xxiii. 1) ; 

n10 is formed like n~a (forehead). Those who con­
nect this ,vord ,vith nr, the breastplate be not loosed 

( Ex. xxviii. 28), are in error; the latter word is 



XII. 23. COl\I:MENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. 87 
-------------------~----

formed like iQ\ it shall not be 11zeasured (J er. xxxiii. 

2 2), and its root is nn;, as proved by the Dagesh. 

'fhe meaning is : the strength of the masters of the 

\Vorld who stand in their strength before their enemies; 

these are like the strong ones as mentioned in the 

last speech (Job xli. 7) : his strong· scales are lzis pride. 

Streams are called O"P"P~ for this reason, that they 
flow strongly. He looseth, and weakens from their 

loins. R. Joseph l(ara explains : He pours contenzpt 

upon the princes: those who were princes, on account 

of the abundance of their produce, and boasted thereof, 

will meet with contempt, because he looseth the girdle 

of the streams of water that are dried up, cf. (Ez. vii. 

r 7) : all knees shall be 'lveak as 'lVater. Having caused 

to err and having led astray the kings, and the princes, 

and the trusty, as mentioned, without their knowing 

whereat they stu1nbled, 22. He discovers to them things 

out of darkness, z'.e. the counsel which was deep to 

them, as ( Dan. ii. r 9) : Then 'lVas the vi'.sz'on revealed 

unto Daniel z'n a visz'on of the nz'g ht, and ( z'b. ii. 2 2) : 

he reveals the deep and secret thz'ng·s, he kno'lvs 'lvhat is i'n 

the darkness. He says that he discovers to them the 

counsel that was to them like darkness, from which 

they ought to have taken warning. Not having taken 

the warning they were ensnared and caught ; And 
brings out to light the shadow of death of their way, 

until they recognise that through which they stumbled. 

23. He increases the army of the nations \vhen they 

go up against their enemies, in order to destroy thenz ; 

such as the four kings; and Sisera who fell into 
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Deborah's hand in spite of his numerous chariots ; arrd 

the kings of Midian (who fell) into the hands of the 

three hundred \vho had lapped (the water), etc. ; 

for he collects then1 together to destroy them 

in a n1on1ent, like Sennacherib and his army. 

They did not kno\v God's counsel, to stir up 

their spirit to fight in order to destroy them. He 
spreads the n·ations abroad. After the n1ention of 

those that were settled peacefully, whose spirit was 

roused to leave their places, so as to destroy them, 

the subject is further explained in a different way; 

nan1ely, that he spreads abroad those nations, whose 

spirit prompted them to settle down all over the 

earth, here and there, and do not wish for war, but 

only to settle peacefully for a length of time ; he leads 
them away, desirous as he is to drive them forth from 

there and to lead them by dark ways; like Pharaoh 

and his arn1y into the Red Sea, and their leaders did not 

see what was before them. Therefore he says : 24. He 

takes away the heart of the chiefs of the people of the 
earth, who lead then1, but to lead them astray in a 
wilderness where there is no way trodden for then1 ; 

like those whon1 Elisha led into Samaria, who were 

sn1itten with blindness. Therefore, 25. they grope in 
the dark without light. Thus far he spoke of the 

leaders, and not of the counsellors; Job mentioned all 

this, because Zophar had said to him (xi. 6) ; and that 

he zvou!d sho1.v thee the secrets of zvisdo1n ; he therefore 

treated at length these hidden things. He now resun1es 

the subject of the con1n1encen1ent of his speech. 
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CAr. XII I.-1. Behold all this mine eye has seen, 
that no evil ever comes upon a nation or upon an 
individual except from his hand, for they are all in his 
hand. And that which mine eye did not succeed in 
seeing, my ear has heard and understood it, that 
there is no wisdon1 and power except from Hin1. He 
now reproves (Zophar's) saying (xi. 6): but olz that 

God ivould speak. Referring to this, he commenced 
hi·s speech -(xii. 3) : I have understandz'ng as ivell 

as you ; therefore he proceeds 2. What you know, 
referring to what you said ( xi. 5) : ivould that he, 2-·.e. 

the Holy One ivould open hz's lips against me, and 
( 2-·b. 6) : and lze ivould slzoiv thee tlze secrets of ivisdonz ; 

-I am not inferior to you, just as he said at the 
beginning of his speech ( xii. 3) : I have understandz'ng 

as ivell as you. 3. Surely I would speak to the 
Ahnighty, not to contend with him violently and to 
say (xi. 4) : nzy doctrz'ne is pure, as thou didst say. 
But this I should wish, that he would tell me my 
iniquities, and no longer hide his face f ron1 me in 
strife. For I derive no comfort fron1 all you tell me 
about him. Therefore I say : 4. Surely you who are 
aothing but forgers of lies, you connect lies together, 
to invent against 1ne what I did not say: (Job xiv. 17); 
and thou joinest to nzy inzquz·t;,, if SD~ in the language 
of the Sages ( B. Chagiga 8a) : one pz·ece of cattle z's added 

to another. physicians of no value ; C,,S,~, our Sages 
say ( B. Chullin, r 2 I a) : that there is a sine,v in the 
neck called Eliz.'/ ,vhich cannot be healed, and you 
intend to heal n1e; z'.e. there is as little healing 
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in all your consolations as there is in that sinew, 
called Ellil, which cannot be healed. Some explain 
physz'cz·ans of S"'S~ = false physicians, (physicians) of 
idols that cannot heal, S"'S~ from s~ (not). It may 
also be explained, physicians that are nought and 

nzzserable coniforters (Job xvi. 2 ). 5. Oh that you 
would altogether hold your peace, and it should be 
your wisdom, more so than by your answering me 

foolish things, for a fool, when he holds hz's peace, is 

counted 'lvz·se (Prov. xvii. 28). 6. Hear now my 
reasoning,-what I reason before God, and the plead­

ings of my lips, since you say that I contend, hearken 
ye, and you will then understand rightly, before you 
ans,ver n1e, that there is no rebellion in my words. 
7. Is it for God,= is it for God's sake that you speak-­
according to your opinion-, that you speak against 
me unrighteously, so as to flatter him, and for hin1, 
and in his behalf you answer me with deceitful 
,vords ? 8. Will you respect his person, and honour 
him by deceit, that you speak in his behalf? And 
if you contend for God, i.e. in his behalf, and y~u do 
not rightly understand my words : 9. Is it good for 
you that he should search you out and see the way 
in which you flatter him and respect his person ?­
or as one deceives a man do you imagine to 
deceive him, and to deny, (saying), we have not 
respected thy person? if. (2 Kings iii. 14): 'lvere z't 
not that I respect the person of Jehoshaphat. 10. 

Surely, he will reprove you for the thoughts of your 
heart; or in secret: that yuu \Vould deny your words 
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against hin1, but surely ( 1 Chron. xxviii. 9) : he 
understands all the inz~g-inatz'ons o/ 'the heart. The 
vvords you respect persons are to be taken in the same 

sense as vvhen spoken by God (Job xlii. 8): /or I 
shall respect hzs _person. r r. Shall not his rising up 

in judgment make you afraid. :,r,~o/ like ~t?Dil (Ps. 
xci v. 2) : lift thyself up, thou ;·udge o/ the earth. I bn 

Ezra explains ,r,~w as hzs fire, as (J udg. xx. 40) : and 
the blaze beg·an . . . and in the language of our 
Sages ( M ishna, Rosh H ashana, ii. 2) : they light 
beacons r,,~,wo ,"~"WO : make you afraid, it ought to 
n1ake you afraid; and his dread should fall upon 

you, for you ought to have feared the punish­
ment of his judgment. r 2. For your memories 
before him, if he gave his attention to search you out, 
you would be con1pared to dust and ashes. To backs 
( coverings) of clay, as (Ezek. xvi. 24), and thou dz'dst 

build /or thJ1seif :i~ an enzinent _place. He refers to 
the monument of dust that is thrown over the dead, as 
if it were a back and a heap over hint. He means: 
your b~cks and your pride will become backs o/ clay 
out of which you were formed (Job ·xxxiii. 6 ), to 
crush you in his anger; therefore he says your 
nzenzories, remember ye that you are con1pared to 
ashes. r 3. Hold your peace .... that I may speak 

as (Ps. xxxix. 4) : vVhile I nzused the fire 1.vas kindled, 
because one vvho is crushed by sufferings finds relief in 
speech. He, therefore, says and let come on n1e 

what will, i.e. \Vhatever n1ay con1e to give me relief. 
He proceeds : r 4. Wherefore should I take my flesh 
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in n1y teeth, to keep silence so long, and if it is 

understood that speech will afford n1e relief. 1~. 

Eliezer explains it thus : I shall speak, and if he 

should pass over n1e to judge me and to reprove me 

for 1ny words, vvhat n1atters it should he even kill me ; 

this it is, indeed, that I desire. This he explains by 

saying For what, i.e. on account of what evil that 

I expect hi1n to do further to me do I place 111 yself in 

danger and take ni;1 flesh in 17l.J' teeth and my life in 
my hand, in that I argue with hin1 about death, when 

it is this that I desire. I 5. Behold if he slay me yet 
will I wait for him and watch, yet I will first argue 

my ways before hiln. He says nry flesh z'n niy teeth, 
because speech issues through the teeth, if. (Eccl. v. 

5) : suffer not thy niouth to cause thy flesh Jo sin. r 6. 
He hin1self shall be my salvation, although he has 

dealt very bitterly ,vith me ; for I find comfort in this 

that a hypocrite shall not con1e before him, such as 

you are, ,vho conde111n 111e so as to flatter hin1; and 

even . if he should kill 111e. This is meant at the 

end of the book by (Job xlii. 8) : and niy servant 
sliall pray for you. Therefore: I 7. Hear diligently 
n1y speech, ,vhether it contains any iniquity against 

hin1 ; and 111y declaration, that ,vhich I declare 

and tell. 1 8. Behold now, -I have ordered n1y 

cause and my argument (before him), therefore I 
know that I a1n righteous, for I am no n1ore 

than a supplicant, and prove 111y ,vays that are 

good before him. I 9. Who is heJ among you, that 
will contend with 111e, in the place of the Holy One, 
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blessed be He, and conden111 n1e, in that \vhich I 

speak before hin1, \vhich is not spoken in rebellion and 

in trespass (Josh. xxii. 2 2 ). For now, if you reprove 

me with the words that I speak and confute 1ne, I 

shall hold my peace and speal~ no 1nore, and give up 
the ghost in 1ny sufferings. And what is the cause 

\Vhich I shall sustain before hin1? . . . . 20. Only 

two things, which he will mention in the next verse. 

Then I will not hide myself from thy face, so as not 

to speak the words of n1y defence, do now unto n1e 

only this kindness. Therefore he uses the word 

' only,' give me an opportunity that I 1nay be able to 

speak, and if there be iniquity ,vithin 1ne, kill me. 

2 1. Withdraw thy hand from me. The hand is 

mentioned, because it is known that the stroke pro­

ceeds from the hand of 1nan. In the same sense, it 

was said above (ix. 34) : Let hinz take his rod a-zvay 

.fronz nze aud lzis terror . . . . All this is only a 

repetition and elucidation of what he said before, that 

there is no rebellion and trespass in arranging his 

\Vords before God, when orderiug his cause. 2 2. 

Then call, as (Deut. xv. 9) : aud he shall cry agaiust 

thee, an expression denoting ' speal~ing first,' in the 

same sense as (Is. xliii. 2 6) : declare thou, that thou 

nzayest be ;·ustified, i.e. speak first, that thou mayest be 

justified ; because (Prov. xviii. I 7) : he that pleads his 

cause first is ;·ust.-and I will answer in 1ny defence. 

Or I shall speak rpy ,vords first, to 1nen tion those 

things that are good before thee, and thou ausrzver 11ze. 

Choose which of the tvvo thou likest. And aus-zver 
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11ze : 2 3. How 1nany are mine iniquities and sins, as 
against n1y good ways, that I n1ay know whether they 
outweigh each other. My transgression-intentional 
sins-and my sin-co1nn1itted in error-make me to 
know first. This thou shouldst do and punish after­

wards. 24. Wherefore hidest thou thy face, in order 
not to hear me, and holdest me for thine enemy, and 

doest not reprove me first to let me know the reason ? 
He now proceeds to make it clear to them that he is 
not contending ,vith his Maker for- his judgn1ent, but 
that he is no more than a supplicant, viz., 2 5. Wilt 

thou harass a driven leaf like me, and the dry stubble, 
for if it were moist the wind would not move it so 

much, but when it is dry it is e_asily moved. 26. That 
thou writest bitter things against me, at once, without 

bringing me to judgment; and makest me to inherit 
the iniquities of my youth, which thou oughtst not to 
have remembered. 27, in the stocks, '1D denotes a 
prison and the stocks in which prisoners are placed, in 
the language of our Sages ( B. P esachim 2 8a) : the 

11zaker of stocks sits in his 01.vn stocks, n,:r10::i. The 

plain meaning may be, that '1D is like i"D, lime ; like a 
man who throws lime, or flour, or dust round his 
house or his rooms, in order to trace the footsteps of 
anyone who n1ay come there; .and he marks all his 
paths, and the footsteps become known, and whither 
he turned f ron1 there, and he pursues and overtakes 
him if he comes there on another night, compare 
(Ps. lvi. 7) : they nzark nzy steps. This is also the 
meaning of: thou drawest a line about the soles ot 
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my feet, i.e. thou art like one who traces and wntes 

n1y footsteps in lin1e in order to capture n1e. My 

uncle R. Benja1nin explains it thus : thou puttest a 

seal upon the chain ("W")~ = rnw,w) which thou placest 

on my feet; and this is the n1eaning of thou engravest 

( iTR.tlJ7'7:l ). 2 8. And he, namely the leaf and the dry 
stubble mentioned above, even if no attention be paid 

to it, will of itself be consumed like a rotten thing, 
then why shouldst thou notice him while he is alive? 

Or, and he is possibly connected with the next verse ; 

And he. 

CAP. XIV.-1. is a n1an born; there are many 

such instances. Born of a woman, who brings him 

forth to sin, and all his formation is putridity_. Thou 

oughtest not to consider it worthy to foster such 

anger against hin1 and to take vengeance. Few ot 

days 2. . . . . he continues not but is like a driven 

leaf, and full of unrest on account of his misfortunes. 

This should be sufficient, even if no more come over 

hin1. 3. Even upon such a one dost thou open thine 
eyes, to judge him while he lives; and me, who am 

a driven leaf and dry stubble, and unclean, being 

born of woman, thou bringest into judgment, to take 

particular notice of me. 4. Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean ; how can he, whose birth is 

in uncleanness, whon1 h£s nzother conce£ved £n sin 
( Ps. Ii. 7 ),-ho,v can he be cleansed and justified 

again ? No man can cleanse me of this, retrospec­

tively ; for whatever was, was. For cleanness and 
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righteousness are only of avail for the future. vVe 
can also explain it thus : \\7 ho can make clean by 
plagues, such one as I am to day ? No one, for there 
never ,vas one plagued like me. 5. Since his days are 
deter1nined, this refers to the verse nzan that is born 

of 7.Uonzan, of fe7.v days. □"~~,q means deternzined, to 
live up to a certain time, i.e. the number of his months 
is with thee, to remember them, and to notice them, 
as to how long he has lived already and how long he 
will live ; and in the end thou hast appointed his 
bounds, and the complete time which thou hast 
determined for him, and he cannot pass that time 
even by so much as one minute. Since it is thus, 

then, during the time which thou has detern1ined for 
him 6. Let him alone, do not distress him, that he 
may cease from being full of unrest, as mentioned, 
till he be willing and accomplish his work as one 
hired by the day. 7. For there is hope of a tree, that 
if it be cut down from the earth, it will renew again 

its stem ~nd grow, and the tender branch thereof will 
not cease from the earth. And yea, 8. though the 
root thereof wax old in the earth,-for on account 
of its great age it is useless, or in the dust-~=,~, 

or-the stock thereof die. 9. Through the scent of 
water, i.e. even not really wa~er, but only a little 
of moist earth, and it produces a harvest and fruit 
like a plant, i.e. another fresh and youthful plant. 
But ro. Man dies and is weak, because he has been 

\ 

,veakened already and cannot bear the weakness 
therefore he dies. \1/ e are compelled to 'explain it thus, 
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because n1an is \veak before he dies. C.f. ( Ex. xvi. 20) : 

and -it bred 'lVornis and stank, but it is known that it 
stank before it bred worms. And he expires then 

altogether, without rene\ving again strength of life. 
i I. And if the waters are gone from the sea, entirely, 

to come upon him to restore hin1 to life, and the river 
be parched and dried up to moisten hin1 and to make 

hirn sprout up, I 2. And man, every n1an, still lies 
down, and does not ever rise ; Till there be no 

heavens, till no heaven is left over the eart0, men 
shall not awake, neither he nor others, for the sake 

of all the waters of the world, whereas the old tree 
returns to its forn1er state even by the scent of water; 

how much n1ore so if the water of the deep waters 

it from below. J 3. Who would give ( oh, would), 

that thou wouldst behave thus unto n1e, that in the 

grave thou wouldst hide rne, like the root of the dead 

tree, that waxed old in the ground, and thou \voulclst 
preserve n1e there fron1 decay, until thy wrath is past 

f ron1 me ; that thou wouldst appoint me a set time 

and a term, like that which is hidden and irnprisonecl, 
and then thou wouldst remernber me, after thy wrath 

had passed away, and thou hadst restored n1e to my 

position in the land of the living, like a tree that buds 

after it ,vas dead. For then I should cry out all day 

for rny sufferings during n1y lifetime. r 4. For if a 
n~an like me die, shall he live; shall he come to life 
again and rene\v his stock? rfhen, all the days of my 

appointed time: during which I \Vere hidden in the 

grave, in the clays of the appointed tern1 set n1e by 
7 
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thee, I should hope, and bear the pangs of the grave 

till the end of my change would come, I 5. that thou 
wouldst call me from the grave, and I were alive and 
answering, and thou wouldst have a desire, ~D:Jri as 

TTT1DD:JJ ( Gen. xxxi. 30) : thou loug·edst,--an expression 

of desire ;-to the work of thy hands. I bn Ezra says 

that nzy chang·e is to be taken like ( E eel. i. 4) : oue 

generati'on /{Oes and one g·eneratz·on conies, because the 

dead passes away and the born re1nains. 16. But now, 
since I have (? no) hope and trust to be renewed and 

to revive, thou shouldst have nu111bered my steps, and 

not, as said above, marked all my paths, and thou 

shouldst not have watched over my sin, and have 

waited for r 7. my transgression to be sealed up and 

preserved in a bag, as ( Gen. xlii. 3 5) : tlze buurlle of 

thei"r 1none;1, and to accun1ulate and join iniquity to 

iniquity, and collect it all for the day of death to take 

thy vengeance then, as I say ( thou dost) now, but, if 
during 111y lifetin1e, in11necliately, thou wouldst punish 

and judge 111e, I should not now have objected. I bn 

Ezra says that the meaning is : and thou dost not 

watch except for n1y sin, according to his opinion the 

word e_,1:cept is to be understood, cf (Eccl. ii. 24) : 

There z·s nothz·ug· g-ood /or a 1_11a11 [ except] tlzat he shoulc{ 

eat and drz"nk-and according to _I bn G iath it n1eans : 

1 8. And surely, it is not so, for if a n1ountain falls, 
\vhich is great, it fadeth till it falls, and the rock is 
ren1oved out of its place I 9. And the stones of the 

1nountain are ground by the waters, till the latter 

throw then1 to the earth. f\nd there is the hope that, 
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after their fall, herbs will spring forth on them, as 
before, and that the new particles of the stone, fron1 

its place, will be joined together as dust of the earth 

by the grinding of the \Vaters. '"[hey have suffered 

no loss through this, they only descended, but there 

they endure for ever. But the hope of man to live 

again, thou hast destroyed. The r,, (3rd fem. sing.) 

of ~i~tpr:, agrees with riS:::iID ( understood), a stream of 

water, whose waves wash away the dust of the earth. 

20. For thou prevailest over him, and bringst him 

down for ever, without hope, for he will not return 

after thou hast prevailed over him. ~TTPP1:'D can also 

be taken as i,t_Prootz'ng·, takz'ng· a'Zvay the strenglh from 

him. According to R... Jacob-the 111en1ory of the 

righteous is a blessing-it means: as the fallz'ng· 

nzountaz'n, and as stones that the 'ZDaters grz'nd have no 

111ore hope thus thou hast destroyed the hope of nzan. 

But I consider 1nore probable the explanation written 
above, for he con1pared man to a tree that had died 

and sprouted again ; not so rnan. '[he 1nountain that 

falls and the stone that is ground to powder, these 

receive thereby no injury ; not so rnan, for he dies and 

there is no hope. The verses : '' for there is hope of 

a tree," etc. n1ay also be explained thus : 'fhere is 

hope for a tree . . . . even if it wax old and its stock 

die in the dust, yet it will bud fron1 the scent of the 

waters, but man, if waters fail f ram the sea, and the 

river water the earth till it be dried up, is not able to 

live again. changing his countenance after his death, 

and sendest him away, finally, and he will return no 
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111ore. 2 r. If [his sons J ·rr:p.:t become numerous, as 

( Gen. xiii. 2) : And A branz 'lVas very i:l:J rich in 

cattle, in silver and in gold, he knows it not at the 

tin1e of his death, and he does not turn his heart to it 

to rejoice thereat. i1J?¥\ they decrease, and he per­
ceives not, so as to wail over then1. 2 2. I~ or he does 

wail except for his flesh that pains him, and for him­
self his soul mourns. He is only concerned about 

this, and he has no desire regarding his house after 

hin1. So heavy is thy hand upon him. The grief 

that he was to n1eet at his latter end should have been 

enough for hin1, and thou shou]dst not have pained 

hin1 during his life. 'Ihis is Job's reply, to show his 

friends that he had not spoken in transgression, but 

that he only intended to prove before hin1 such things 

of his as were good, and that he wanted God to let 

hin1 know his transgressions and to punish hin1 after­

wards. But as long as he had not told hin1 that he 

had sinned, he should not judge hin1, but he should 

have co111passion upon all his works. Eliphaz's reply 

to this is not good; na111ely, that God deals with the 

wicked in the n1anner he dealt with him, that destruc­

tion comes suddenly over then1. Therefore God \Vas 

angry with hin1. But Elihu gave the proper reply, 

that it is God's way to reveal to rnen's ears his reproof, 

tvvo and three times, and it will be good unto them 
afterwards. 

CAP. XV.-r, 2. Eliphaz answered .... -Should a 
wise man make answer with knowledge of wind, 3. 
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to reprove with unprofitable talk . . . . that does no 

good. 4. How much more thou, 9~ always in1plics 
an argument a fortz'ori, cf ( I San1. xxiii. 3) : behold, 

1.ve be afrat'd here z'n ./udalt, hozv ntuclt nzore then if 
'ZVC g·o to l(eilalt; how much n1ore thou, who sayest : 

'' I have understanding as well as you"; thou doest 

away with fear of God, saying that we speak hypo­
critically. And thou shouldst restrain speech, thou 

shouldst have spoken less before God; thy words 

should have been few. Son1e say that 1'1lT11 = up­

·rooting, an expression of increase, and thou increasest 
\VOrds for nothing. rr he r, as sign of the second 

person in l''J~J":i) can also be thus explained, tho~ 
makest thy wisdon1 inferior ( S. v. 8 ). 5. For thy 
mouth teacheth thine iniquity in this 1natter, thou 

should st ha vc chosen the tongue of the ( □"'~~,~) thought­
ful, who speak with deliberation when a misfortune 

befalls then1. 6. Thy own n1outh condemns thee, by 
the words which thou speakest, calling us forgers of 

lz"es (xiii. 4) and hypocrites, T'here is no necessity for 

n1e to condemn thee for thy own lips testify against 
thee that thou sinnest with thy words. 7. Art thou 
the first man that was born, \Vert thou born before 

Adam, and has extreme longevity made thee so 

exceedingly wise. Cf what God said to Hiram, 

king of l'yre (Ezek. xxviii. r 3): thou 1.vast in Eden 

the garden of God. But thou mightst say : ,: I was 

not born before him, yet I am exceedingly wise." 
Therefore I say : 8. Whether in the secret counsel 

. . . . the :i is without dagesh, cf (Job xxii. r 3) : 
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,1'J.i1, can he judge through the thick darkness ? and 
( Gen. xxxiv. 3 I) TT:rn:JTT, shall he deal 1.vith our sister 
as ivith a harlot ? This is the rule whenever [ the 

interrogative TT] is joined to one of the letters r,n:J,lJ.. 

But there are exceptions where the dag·eslz is found as 

( N un1bers xiii. I 9) : t:r~1no~i1, ivhether in canzps ? and 

(2 Sain. iii. 33): M"lti'.:ii'T .... as a fool dies? An­
other explanation is : Art thou the first n1an born, 
that thou didst not see the past generations, and the 

way things are arranged in the world ; that it is not 

God's way to do what thou clemandest, to tell his sins 

to 1nan, and to go in judgment with him, seeking to 

prove thy words before him. Or doest thou hear, 
perhaps, his judgn1ent in the secret counsel of God, 
1nore than other n1en, and is wisdom little unto thee, 

of his secret counsel and the reasons he gives, why 

he judges the world in this manner? 9. What dost 
thou know of his secret counsel that we do not know? 

1 o. Both the greyheaded and the very ~ged men, who 

have seen generations as well as thou, and thou art 
not the first n1an. It is explained below (v. r 8) : they 
have not hid it (that which came) fronz their fathers. 
r r. Is it too small for thee, that we comfort thee and 

speak in secret with thee that God will con1fort thee ; 
namely, that he \\'ill have mercy upon thee when thou 
returnest to hirn, or is, perhaps, the thing secret. 

~~7 is an expression of covering, as ( r l(ings xix. 1 3) : 
~s,, and he 1-vrapped his face in his nzantle ( 2 Sam. xix. 5): 

and the king ~~s covered his face. The meaning is : 
is it hidden from thee, and doest thou not know, that 
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if thou returnest to hin1, he 'lvill turn thJ1 captivity 

(Job xlii. 10). Another explanation is: Is it little for 

thee that thou hast ren1ained after the death of thy 
children, and that he then dealt with thee softly and 
gently, to keep thee alive ; ·in spite of the sufferings 
he keeps thee alive. 1 2. Why does thy heart take 
thee, i. e. teach thee : as (Josh. ix. 14) : the 11zen took 

fro11z their provz·sions, and (Deuteron. xxxiii. 2): nzy 

doctrine "'npS as the rain. And why do thine eyes 
wink, that thou sharpenest them ( v1·de xvi. 9 ), in the 
abundance of thy anger. It n1ay also mean this : 
T,Vhy do thy eyes 'lvink and spy about, together with 
thy heart, not to return, and to supplicate. 1 3. that 
thou turnest thy spirit against God, and pref er rest 
death to life, and despairest of his con1fort and loving 
kindness, and lettest words go out of thy mouth, to 
come in judgn1ent with him. Or, ~r:r~, may mean ton 

talent, as (Prov. xxix. 11): a fool utters all his spirit. 
14. What is man, that he should be clean. 'This refers 
to that which is said above (xiv. 1-4): 1nan that 1·s 

born of a 'lVonzan .... 'lvho can br/ug· a clean th1·ng· out 

of an unclean, because he is shapen in iniquity ( Ps. Ii. 7 ). 
1 5. Behold, he puts no trust in his holy ones, so as 
not to prove them. This was already said by Eliphaz 
in his first speech (iv. 1 8) : Behold, he puts no trust in 

his servants, and his ang·els he charges zvith folly. 

And the hosts of heaven, who are not brought forth 
in sin, are not clean in his sight, as con1pared with 

his great holiness. In the oth_er passage his servants, 

i.e. the host of heaven, are expressly named, as 
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parallel to his angels. 1 6. How much less one that is 
abo1ninable, that is brought forth in uncleanness and 

iniquity. n"?~~,filtlzy, as (Ps. xiv. 3)- the;1 are beconze 
filtlzy ( Ezek. xxiv. 6) : !lie caldron 1vhose sru1n is in it, 
and 1vhose sru1n 1·s not g·one out of it. It is an ex­

pression of scun1 and filth. A 1nan that drinks 

iniquity like water, contrasted with the heavens are not 
clean. I 7. I will show thee, hear thou me, i.e. 
Although we do not know his secret counsel in his 

judgn1ents, yet hear thou 111e, that which I have seen 

I will declare, and not that which con1es from 111y own 

heart only, and fro1n n1y conclusion, about which thou 

couldst say "thou art rnistaken." But I 8. Wise men 

tell us, and have not hid from us, from their fathers, 

\vho were righteous n1en, how they were in the world, 

they and their seed after them. l 9. Unto whom alone 
the land was given, cf. (Isaiah Ix. 2 I) : the riglzteous, 
the;1 sliall 1·nherit the land for ever, and God did not 
allow _a stranger to pass a1nong them, to possess their 

inheritance, as ( Lam. v. 2) : our inheritance is turned 
unto strang·ers ; but their seed are established therein. 

He proceeds to explain what the wise tell. 20. All the 
days that the wicked prospers he travails and is afraid. 

S~~n~9 is fron1 the root S,n. Others explain it thus : 
it was said before that no stranger passes in the midst 

of those that were n1entioned, i.e. the righteous ones ; 
therefore, the righteous man is in hopes all the tin1e 
that the wicked, who passes in the midst thereof, 

prosper ; SS,nrio as ( Ps_. xxxvii. 7) : Be silent to the 
Lord, and wait patiently /or hini, denoting hope. 
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and the number of years that are laid up for the 
oppressor, such a one as passes in the n1idst thereof. 
2 I. A sound of terrors is in his ears, and when he 
irnagines to be in peace, and no one terrifying him, 
the spoiler shall con1e upon him, God not having told 
hi111 why. For this is God's way with the wicked. 
T'herefore, thou shouldst not have been astonished at 

thy 1nisfortunes. 2 2. He believes not. Hitherto, in 
his prosperity, he believed not that the spoiler ,vould 
co111e upon hin1, and now he does not believe that he 
s-hall return out of that darkness, that suddenly can1e 
upon· hin1. And of his own will he looks forward to 
the sword to kill hin1, so tha.t he should live long in 
his evil state, as thou preferrest death to life. For, 
behold, 23. He wanders abroad for bread, where is he 
to find it ? He knows this, he knows for certain, that 
the day of darkness is ready and established at bis 

hand, to go from one evil to another. 24. ~n~n~,~, 
they make him afraid, the anguish shall prevail over 

hin1, shall be too strong for hi111. ~npp~r:, is n1ore 
properly taken as g·oz"ng· about hinz, as (i. 5): ·n:PpTT the 

days o_f feasting· ivere gone about. As a king ready 
for investing, who con1es with a great , and mighty 
arn1y to surround with his army a small town, thus 
anguish and trouble will encompass him. C_f. 
( 1 San1. xxvi. 5) : and S,aztl . . . . ivithin the 

barrz·cadc of rzuagg·ons [in the circle J and the people 

pitched round about hi"nz. ,~i"'~~ is like (Is. xxii. 18) : 
i,i:J, like a ball, into a large country, where the :, is 
a servile letter, and does not belong to the root, as 
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111any thought. S0111e say that ,~.,,:,S is like i~i..,:J, 

flanze, which is found in this book (xli. r 1 ), and 

denotes destructz'on, for that king will certainly de­

stroy the city and utterly slay all. He proceeds to 

give the reason why all this had come upon hin1 : For 

vvhilst he ,vas in his wealth and strength 25. he 
stretched out his hand against God, to rob and 

despoil, saying there is no God ; and against the 

Almighty, those that were under the Aln1ighty, and 

he bids Defiance to then1. 26. He runneth upon him 
with a neck with the thickness, the bosses of his 

bucklers, to rob and 111ake booty with his strong neck 

and the thickness, the bosses of his bucklers, which 

are expressions of finnness and strength, as ( xli. 7) : 

hz"s channels of shz'elds are hz·s prz"de. 1.vith the thz'ck­

ness refers to the thickness of the neck ; hz·s bucklers, 

to the bones ; the bosses are the n1uscles that 

strengthen the body. 'l'his is Ibn Ezra's opinion. 

And what is it upon which he trusted? 27. Because 
he covered his face with his fatness, derived from 

robbery, and his rich food ; and fron1 his exceeding 

fatness he has 'a n1outh' upon his flanks; £.e. fat 

which is doubled up upon his flanks, which has the 

appearance of a n1outh. Thus he said "there is no 

God," whilst in this prosperity. -But now it is differ­

ent. 2 8. The cities shall be cut off and over­

thrown, and houses shall never be inhabited, 
and he is there without shelter against showers and 

rain. It may also n1ean, that he dwells in cities, in a 

place where there is no habitation, to dwell there for 
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the purpose of doing evil, such as are destined to be 
heaps, which ~,r;,~7:'D are destined from the days of old 

to be heaps and everlasting ruins. 29. He shall not 
be rich any n1ore, his substance shall not continue, not 

even the little that was left hin1 ; neither shall bend, 

shall be pitched, to the earth even a tent, which is 

usually pitched. 07~Q = of that which is theirs. The 
1neaning is, that this wicked n1an, who was accuston1ed 

to despoil and to rob, and to join house to house, will 
not be able to ro? any 111ore, so that he be able to 

pitch his tent in those cities that have no houses, of 
all that he robbed of theirs. This, I think, is the 

n1eaning; I have seen n1any explanations that make 

no sense. Or, it n1eans : that none of all the people 

of the town shall again pitch his tent on the place of 

those houses, but the place shall be for monsters and 

ostriches. Having said (v. 23) that the day of dark­
ness is ready at his hand, he proceeds: 30. He shall 
not depart again out of that darkness. his offshoot, 

i.e. his children-if. (Ezek. xvii. 4) : he cropped off the 

topnzost of the ;1oitng tzvigs thereof--the flame shall 

dry up, so that it shall have no moisture and growth. 
Therefore the heat dries it up ; and he departs by the 

breath of his mouth, like chaff that cannot stand 

against the wind. All this is said n1etaphorically, cf. 
(Ps. xcii. 7): U/hen the zvicked spring up as the grass. 

3 I. He shall not believe, he that has been deceived 

by vanity, as one that stretched his hand against 

God, does not believe that he will enjoy his wealth 

peacefully; cf. above ( v. 2 2) : he believes not that 
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he shall return out of darkness; for, certainly, va!zity 
shall be lzis rero11zpense, . for every violent robber. 

32. It shall be full before its tin1e, na1nely, the above 

mentioned offshoot; it shall wither before it bore a 

branch. And his branch,-~n~~) like (Lev. xxiii. 40) 

nD:J branches of palnz trees -he shall not believe that 
it shall not be green, but he will think that it will be 

full of sap and green. 33. Yet \vhen he shall uncover 

-D~n~~ is an expression of uncovering, if. (] er. xiii. 

2 2) : thJ' heels are -uncovered. VVhen he shall uncover 
as the vine uncovers its unripe grapes, which is the 

beginning of the fruit after the bud and the blosson1, 

then his offshoot shall be full and wither. Cf. (Isaiah 

xviii. 5): For afore the harvest, when the blosso1n is 
over, -and the jlo'lver beco11zes a ripening grape. I bn 

Ezra says that the ~ in ~Son stands instead of the 

reduplication of the last radical ( ~so for SSo ), and 
compares it with ( I)eut. xxiii. 26) : thou 11zayest pluck 
n,S,So the ears_ and in the language of our Sages: 

he crushes it and snzells at it (b. Beza, 336. ), cj: 
(Is. xvi ii. 2) ,~r:i, rivers have spoiled, for ,n:i. Since 

,tv:i ( v. 3 1) is written without an ~, some explain it 

thus : he \vho was deceived ,nm:i by a valuable and 

good thing does not believe that it is a recon1pense 

for his deeds. 34. For the company of the hypocrite, 

,vho does not love God with a perfect heart-if. (Is. 

xxix. 1 3) : 'lvith their 1nouth and the'£r lips they honour 
nze, but have renzoved their heart far fronz 11ze-are 
justly barren, without remembrance, like a mast on 
the mountain; and it is just that fire shall consume 
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and destroy the tents of bribery, if. ( v. 28) : houses 

7.vhich no nzan z'nhabits. Because 35. He conceives 
mischief, i.e. the evil thought that is in the heart 

before it con1es forth ; and brings forth iniquity,­

~rings it forth into actuality ;- and their belly pre­
pares deceit, this alludes to hin1 who designs in secret, 

to say, hypocritically, that no evil was done. This 

was Eliphaz's argument. He conden1ns Job for 

,vishing to argue with his Creator, why he had not 

told hin1 his transgression and his sin. By doing so, 

he annulled the fear of hin1. He ought not to have 

despaired of God's consolations; for this ,vas God's 

way to punish the sinners without letting them know. 

Job replies to this that his consolations are n1iserable, 

that he knew hin1self that no 1nan is righteous, and 

that God punishes the wicked \Vithout letting then1 

kno,v. But this is when the wicked are known ; and 

their transgression is known, and they themselves 

know their transgressions, cf ( v. 2 5) : because he has 

stretched out his hand agaz°llst God, for such a one 

cannot conceal, for all his neighbours recognize his 

deeds. But as for me, whose sin is l unknown]; there 

never happened to any evildoer in the world what has 

befallen n1e, in respect of property, my person, and 

n1y children. 

CAP. XVI.-1, 2. Then Job answered, I have 
heard such things, that one born of a woman cannot 

be righteous before God for even his holJ1 ones are not 

clean in his sight ( xv. 1 5 ),_ and that the consolatz·ons of 
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God are great and good, and that it is good to return 
to him and to supplicate ; but ye are all miserable 

and idle comforters, even thou Eliphaz, who art the 

greatest an1ong then1. 3. Or what provokes thee that 

thou answerest such things? Ibn Ezra explains 

rl¥"}9~ = will be too strong for thee and overcome 
thee ; what evil, that thou hast found in me, is too 

strong for thee, and overcon1es thee, to induce thee to 

speak wickedly against 111e? for thy speech is only fit 
for a man, whom an ordinary n1isfortune and accident 

has befallen, but not such as has befall en me ; as he 

says : 4. if your soul were in my soul's stead. Some 

explain it thus : if your soul were in n1y soul's stead 

I should speak even thus against you, but the explana­

tion is inadn1issible. It ought to be interpreted thus : 

I also, of whon1 you said that I answer with a know­

ledge of wind (xv. 2 ), and do away with fear (z'b. 4), 
should speak like you, if I ,vere like the ,vicked you 

n1entioned, whose sins and transgressions are known, 

and with ,vhon1 you con1pare 1ne. But if )'Oztr soul 

'lVere z'n 11l)' soul's stead, if you had been sn1itten like 
111e, for no transgression, and I were· tranquil and 

healthy like you, I should have joined together for 

you consolations and goodly words, to encourage and 

strengthen you, and should have shaken my head 

about you ;-in the sense of (J eren1. xviii. 16) : he 

shall be astonished and shake hz's head-to ,veep and 

wail about you, knowing and recognising that you 

were not smitten in the usual way. 5. and the move­

ment of my lips, in my consolations, should assuage. 
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But now, that I am smitten and you are the comforters, 
6. If I speak, even I, like a 111an who tells his grief to 

his friend, my grief is not assuaged, by your words 

which ought to strengthen 1ne, and if I forbear speak­

ing, so that you n1ight not vex me, what part of my 
grief departs from me ? My grief will be all the 

greater, if I hold 1ny peace. 7. But now z"t has made 
me weary, nan1ely, the grief of which he spoke. Or, 

"lie" has 11zarle 11ze 'lVea1J1 ; nan1ely, God; to whon1 he 
says, thou hast made desolate all my company; 1·.e. 

n1y body ; to this refers : 8. Thou hast shrivelled me 

up, wrinkles appeared on rny face, if. (xxii. 16) : that 

'lUere shrz·velled up. In the language of the Sages the 

word denotes the spreading of the wrinkles-I have 

beco111e wrinkled before n1y ti111e. it was a witness; 

namely, all that has happened unto me. And my 
leanness rises up against me, no fatness is left in n1e, 

and the evidence is before me. It can also be ex­

plained as a rejoinder to Eliphaz, to whorn he says: 
But now thy word has made me weary, in that thou 

didst say, both the g·reJ 1headed and the ver_y ag·erl 

1nan . . . . (xv. r o) 'lvlzz"ch 'lvz"se 11zen have told . . . . 

( z·b. 1_8 ), thou hast astonished and silenced-r:,~t2i"'tpq like 

( xxi. 5) : Turn 1t1lto nze, ,omn, and be astonzshed-all 

my company and 1ny associates, who hitherto spoke as 

I do, no\v they will speak like thee. And thou hast 
shrivelled n1e up, cut short my words as to this, that 

certainly 1ny transgression is a witness against me, 

and "'t;-)7:l~ 1ny denial rises up against me, n1y lying 
staten1ent, that I have not sinned, which testifies to 
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my face that I have sinned. If you spoke to n1e like 

this, I should be unable to reply. But as he does not 

know of any sin of n1ine, what value has thy objection, 

that he does not tell their sin to the notorious 'Nicked, 

who are unable to say '' I have not sinned"? He 

ought to have told nze, for (I) do not recognise any 

sin of n1ine. 9. But without delay, suddenly, he has 
torn me in his wrath, at once, vvithout a pretext, and 
bated me, for his hand is still stretched out against 

me. And when my adversary sees it, he gnashes 
with bis teeth upon me, and sharpens his eyes upon 
me. And vvhen the world sees that his anger is 

kindled against n1e, ro. they gape u~on me with 
their mouth, to svvallow n1e up; after the n1anner of 

the hypocrites and such as respect persons ; and they 

do not pray to God for n1e, but they smite me 
upon the cheek reproachfully, and gather themselves 

together against me. i~~?OT;i: = they gather then1-

scl ves together ['To r1~Sor,i], if. (J er. xii. 6) : lheJ' 

have cri'ed ~Sr:i all log·ethcr af!er llzce, ( Is. xxxi. 4), 

a 1nultz"tiule of shepherds, to scoff at 111e. Son1e say 

that the \vords he has torn 1ne z"n ln·s 'lCJrath are to 

be connected with the follovving \vords 1ll)' adversa7J'· 

1 1. God delivers rne to the ungodly, z.e. the 

adversary, to judge and chastise me, and places 
my remedy in the hands of the wicked and the 

hypocrites ; the ren1edy of 1ny consolations that are 

not right. ,~~71"; n1ay also be an expression of 

perverting, as (Numb. xxii. 3 2) : for !he -zuay 1·s 

perverse. 'They are t\VO roots. 'fhou hast placed 
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cruel men over me to conden1n n1e (?) 1 2. I was 

at ease. Thou, Eliphaz, hast said that it is usual 

for the destroyer to con1e upon the wicked. while 

they are in peace, but they are not suddenly smitten 

in their body vvith deadly sufferings like me ; 

for, I 'lVas at ease \vhen he broke me asunder, if 
(Is. xxiv. 19) utterly broken ; it is an expression of 

increasing, and in the language of our Sages ( Betza 

I 7 b) : they ag·ree that if 1EJ1EJ he cut up . . . . r 3. His 

archers, ,"'~'J like nwp n:::11 ( Gen. xxi. 20 ), an arclier, 

if is an expression of shooting. He cleaves, n,~~ is 

an expression of cleaving-, if. ( 2 I(ings iv. 39): and he 

shred theni into the pot, ( Ps. cxli. 7) : one _/Jlo'lveth and 

cleaveth. My reins, it is they that give counsel, thus 

it is said ( xix. 2 7) : nzy reins are consiuned 'lvithin 1ne, 

therefore David said ( Ps. lxxiii. 2 r) : I 'lvas prz'cked in 

1lZJ' rezns. He pours out my gall upon the ground, 

this it is that gives n1an lightness. r 4. Breach upon 

breach, to increase the wound so that it does not 

heal again. r 5. On "':T?~, the skin, it is the place of 
the wound, upon which the spreading of the boils be­

comes black. And like a 111an \vho gleans his vineyard 

little by little, I was gleaned; nan1ely, the beauty of 

the skin of my flesh ; when I undertook. to take off 

the sackcloth from n1y skin, the skin was torn and 

taken off with it, so that I was deprived of it little by 

little, and cast it in the dust; "'7Sl, in the language 

of our Sages ( R .. osh H ashanah 2 7 b) : he reduced it to 

a thin skin, ~i,Sl = its skin. Dunash explains "'T:17Sil' 

= "'MWS"'EJ, I have \vallo\vecl ; but 'lvallo'lving cannot 
8 
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be said of the horn only, but of the whole body. 

l\1enache111 compares it with 1'?.l7, his yoke, in which 

word the dagesh shows that it belongs to reduplicated 

roots (.l7;) ; R. Jacob (Tan1) approves of this ex­

planation. He explains it thus: I lzave serzved sark­

clotlz upon 11zy sk1·u, I have covered all the skin and 

after,varcls I put a yoke of dust upon n1y horn, so 

that the horn was covere<l with dust, and the body 

with sackcloth, the Loaz (French) for "'n7?~.l7 will' be 

then . . . . , for the yoke upon his horn was of dust, 

and not of wood and iron. 'Ibis interpretation seen1s 

pr~bable to us. Ibn Ezra explains "'r,':,':,..,.l7 = I have 

brought up, like ( N ehen1 iah viii. 6 ),. ':,.l7·it~:l. 7.vitlz the 

liftz·ng· up of tlze1·r lzands. 1 6. My face is shrunk, cf. 

( Lan1. ii. 1 1) : Ill)' bo'lvels are burned, and in the 

'faln1ud (Chullin, 56a), 1'ts entrails are slzrunk, it is 

an expression of shrivelling up and shrinking. I 7. 

Although there is no violence in my hands ; nobody 

can say about n1e, that I robbed and co1nmitted 

violence. And my prayer is pure ; clean and proper. 

I never prayed to God to bring n1isfortune ( to any 

111an). Or,-1 have not prayed because I had 

sinned. Son1e say ,,~?~~~ is an expression of o-,':,-,':,!l, 

j udges,-for n1y j udgn1ent should be pure. 18. 0 
earth, cover not my blood, so that rny innocent blood 

that is shed should be forgotten ; if. (Ezekiel xxiv. 8) : 
' 

I have set lzer blood upon tlze bare rock, tlzat 1,·t should 

not be covered; that it should not be forgotten. And 
let there be no place for the la111ent of n1y cry, that 

the place would prevent it co111ing before him. I 
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found in the treatise Soferim (iv. 9) that s~.., of 

tripe YP s~.., belongs to those names (of God) that may 

not be blotted out (?), in that case the vocalisation is 

S~\ and the meaning, that God will provide a place 

to receive n1y cry. 19. Even now, that the lot of the 

\Vi eked has befall en n1e ; behold, my witness is in 
heaven, he knows my ways, that I have not sinned, 

and be that vouches for me is on high, this is a 

parallelisrn. 20. My interpreters, who ought to have 

interpreted in 1ny favour, seeing that you are my 
friends ; who ought to have comforted me, and 

prayed for me instead of condemning me ;-know 

ye, that my eye pours out tears unto God. 2 1. Who 
would plead for a man, for any n1ar1, such as I an1, 

with God ;-who is it that sinned against him, who 

deals treacherously with his friend ; whether I sinned 

against hin1, as they say ; or whether they deal 

treacherously with me, as I say. 22. For when a few 
years are come, the years of n1an's life, that are 

n1eted out to hin1, will come quickly, and he goes 

the way whence he shall not return. I'herefore, I 
I must plead \vhile I an1 still alive. 

CAP. XVI I.-1. And already 1ny breath is injured, 
,vhile I live, for when a n1an is stricken with diseases, 

he puts forth an evil breath fron1 his n1outh. My 
days are extinct, n1y happy days ; they ,,,.ill not be 

bright any n1ore ; would to God, that the grave were 
for me. Or, it 1neans; the grave is for n1e during 

my lifetime, for n1y flesh is clothed in wonns and 



116 COM~IENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. XVII. 2. 

n1ould, as if I were in the grave, and none of you 
con1forts 1ne. 2. Surely, there are mockers with me, 

the diseases, \vhich change every n1oment on hin1. 

And by their provocation, -i.e. your words [ tl"?~r,q J cf. 
(Gen. xxxi. 7): and your father Snn has deceived nze. 

mine eye abides, for even at night, when I remen1ber 

your words, or feel n1y sufferings, I have no rest ; for 

I do not sleep, they en1bitter n1y life. 3. Give now a 

pledge, (addressing) God; [be surety for nze], be 

surety for n1e for good (Ps. cxix. r 23). Or, he 
addresses Eliphaz. Who is there that will strike 

hands with me; rf. (Prov. xxii. 26): be not thou of 
I henz that strz"ke ha1uts ; after the way of a man that 

makes another a pron1ise about son1ething. 4. For 
thou hast hid their heart, thou Eliphaz, who spoke 
the first in 111y conclen1nation, to say, that all this 

came to n1e on account of 1ny wickedness; thou hast 
hidden the hearts of thy other friends from under­
standing, for they say that I a1n wicked according to 

thy words therefore shalt thou not exalt [thyself], and 
boast about thy ,vords. But if he addresses God, it 

n1eans: thou hast covered [then1] up with their fatness 
so that they do not understand ; for they see the grave 
ready for n1e during n1y lifetin1e, and my troubles, 

and they add pain to n1y pain by conde1nning n1.e. 
Therefore shalt thou not exalt then1, nor cause then1 

to prosper, for they are no n1ore than hypocrites,­
as 1nentioncd before (xiii. 8) : rz.vill ;1ozt respect h1·s 

person ?-5. For a portion will fi:liphaz denounce his 

friends. Or, p7n7 n1eans, smoothness of lips and 
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hypocrisy ;-n1y friends say that I was hypocritical to 

thee, as he said ( xv. 34) : for ~he co11zpa11y of the 

hypocrite is barren. Therefore God inf orn1s the friends 

-n1e and then1-who of us all is the hypocrite. And 

as for hi111 who shall be found to be the hypocrite, 

the eyes of his children and of his co1npany fail in 

looking for help, as they said about me ( v. 4) : let hz"s 

children be Jar -fronz safety, and (xv. 34) : for the 

co1npa:1zy o_f the hypocrite, etc. 6. And he placed me, 
has not God caused me to stand in the past, \iv hen· l 

was in 111y glory, to rule and correct peoples with the 

rod of reproof. And a Topheth, and a blaze of fire, 

burning like the Topheth, which blazes for ever, I 

was to them formerly; so much were they afraid to 

approach me, for I used to remove the wicked f ron1 

the earth. And they tell me : for the co11zpa11y of the 

hypocrz'te . . . . that I was hypocritical and respected 

persons in judgment; and from whose hand have I 

received a bribe? .... and God placed me to be a 
proverb and a by\\rord. Ibn Ezra says that the sub­

ject to ''he placed n1e" is ''the pain," or "Eliphaz," 

and I an1 now a r,~ir, tabret and a harp before them, 

for laughter,-they scorn 111e. Or rn:r,r, is "a filthy 

place." 7. And . . . is dim through grief, they 

grieved n1e with their words, ,1:ii::n, as (Gen. xxvii. r) : 

and lzis eJ1es ivere dinz, for grief darkens the eyesight. 

And my formations, my days, or the members that 

are formed, cf. (Ps. cxxxix. r 6) : tlze days ivere 

fashioned Or, the forrn of 111y face is all as a shadow 
through their insults. 8. Upright men shall be 
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astonished at th1s evil, and confused, as these add 
pain to 111y pain. And he who is innocent like n1e, 
,vho kno,vs in hin1self that he has not sinned, against 
the hypocrite, 1:.e. his friend ,vho deals treacherously 

by hin1 and shakes hin1, he shall stir himself up, he 

shall strengthen hin1self to contend against hin1, for 
\vho can be silent at this? 9. And not that he turns 

away frorn his righteous way, so as not to s~rve 
hi111, but the righteous shall hold on his good 
way, and shall not leave the service of God through 
this, and shall not say: See, what happened 
to Job, who served God 1·u va1·n (Iv1alachi iii. I 4). 
And he that has clean hands, \vhose hands are free 
f ron1 violence, shall get stronger and stronger; in 
the purity of his hands, and not after the n1anner of 
the hypocrite when 111isfortune befalls hin1. The mean­
ing of: 1 o. and indeed, they all, is, all that they 
say about n1e as you did ; or, it n1eans : I say to 
all uprig-ht, pure, and righteous n1en : Return ye and 
come now, and let them judge between us, and I shall 

not find a wise man among you, not even Eliphaz, 

th~ oldest an1ong you. I~ or they will see : I I. My 
days are past, rny happy days are past and annulled, 
if. ( Deut. xxxiii. 2 5) : and as thy days so shall thy 
strenglh be, £.e. thy happy day"s,-my purposes are 
broken off, the thoughts that I had of dying in 
happiness and peace-to that extent I considered 
111 yself pure and clean of hands-, all these are 
broken off and past. The possessions of my heart, 
as ( 0 bad. I 7) : their possessions ; this is also the 
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opinion of the great gran1n1arian, that which my 
heart caused n1e to possess, and n1acle 111e secure on 

account of n1y righteousness. I 2. They, 1ny purposes 
and thoughts, as rnentioned above, change for n1e the 

night into day ; the light was near unto 1ne, in my 

thoughts, instead of the darkness.--T 3. And ·how 
have I hoped that the graive be my house, according 

to the way of all the world ; and i1naginecl to spread 
my couch in the darkness, ~·.e. in the grave, and to 
lie in honour on a bed of sweet odours and spices 

( 2 Chr. xvi. 14). An~ if you would say that I should 
have been deco111posed and annihilated in the end; 

I answer: 14. I have said-in 111y thoughts--to the 

pit, thou art my father, I did not imagine that the 

dust of the grave would ever cause 111e to becon1e 
decomposed; so numerous were the kindnesses and 

favours that were bestowed on me. Like a man that 

goes to his father, and his 111other, and his brothers, 
and his sisters, in the sa1ne way, I imagined, I should 

go to the grave at the day of death ; and worms 

should have no power over n1e. 1 5. Where then is 

my hope'? The words If I hoped ( v. 1 3) correspond 

with this "111y hope" ; for he says now that the 
ivornz consumes me even while I live, and decon1poses 

n1y body, while I am still above the dust, for my 
flesh is clad in worms and clods of dust while I 
live, 15. and as for my hope yet after this, who 
shall see it'? if while I yet live this hath befallen me, 

n1uch n1ore after my death when I an1 consumed in 

the grave. And what shall my righteous acts profit 
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n1e after they have not profited n1e even in my 

lifeti111e? 16. For even the bars of the grave, when 

they shall carry me on ba~s and staves, even then 

shall go down with 1ne the worn1s and n1aggots that 

are upon n1e, and not like other people, over whon1 

\vorn1s have no power, except after death. And .if 
together above the dust, if my body had been com­

plete, with n1y n1en1bers, and then buried ;-if my 

body had not been broken and consun1ed while I 

live, so that the dust of the pit cannot cause me to 

be decon1 posed ; there would have been rest unto n1e. 

But my 111en1bers fall off fron1 me before I am buried, 

after the 1nanner of the diseased and stricken. If 

so what comfort is it to me, that thou sayest ( xv. 1 I) : 
--:4 re tlze consolations of God too s111all for thee ? Con­

sequently, )'OU are 11u·serable co11~forlers ( xvi. 1 ). .This 

is the interpretation of R. F.liezer, which is correct. 

I bn Ezra explains it thus : ",::i, The bars of the g·rave, 

i.e. its branches ; n1etaphorically, as if the grave were 

a tree below, cf (Ezek. xvii. 6) : and -i't brought forth 

0",::i branches ; or they go doivn refers to the bars. 

So1ne explain it quite differently: (v. 12) those 

mockeries mentioned (v. 2) change night into day, 

and the light, which I enjoy now, shines now near; 

was only like one mon1ent before tlze darkness.­

( v. 16) Tlze bars, i.e. the children, that are to man 

like the branches of a tree. As they issue fron1 the 

body of the tree, thus the children issue fron1 the 

body of man ; if. ( Ezek. xix. I 4) : And fire is gone 

out of the rod o.f her branches, and (Job xviii. 1 3) : 
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zj shall devour the bars o_f hz·s skz°ll, /.e. the children that 

f have begotten have already gone do,vn to the grave, 

and only I am left. And if tog·ether, I and they, be 

buried, then there is rest to me. Or nnJ = 'lVe shall 

g·o do'lvn, cf ( 2 I(ings vi. 9) : for there the Syrt"ans 

cr,r,nJ are conzing· down. This was Job's reply. They 

said that it was all the consequence of his wickedness, 

and he answered, that never was any wicked n1an dealt 

,vith thus, to be s111itten in his body, and to have his 

sufferings prolonged ; as he said : ( xvi. 9) he has torn 

;ne in his 'lVrath ; ( xvi i. r) : nzy days are extinct, and 

the whole speech, and that their heart was hidden 

fron1 understanding to distinguish the truth. 

CAP. XV I I l.-2. Bildacl replies to this : When will 
you make an end to words, "'~PP = end, termination. 
rrhe dagesh in "'~P, 1~;:, points· to the absence of J. It 

n1ay also be derived from r~p"l ( Exocl. xxxix. 3) : an(l 

they cut it z"nto wires. But the dagesh in "'~P is like 

that in iltDn, for the Aramaic shows that a J is absent : 

j"'~Jn (Ezra vi. 9 ; vii. 2 2 ). He says : each of you 

looks eagerly for,varcl to the end of Job's words, to 

answer him ; and, therefore, answers hastily, before 

listening to, and understanding his words ; Consider 

first, ,vhat is the beginning, and what is the end of his 

words, and afterwards we will speak. 3. Wherefore 

are we counted as beasts, as Job had said ( xii. 7) : 

Ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; (xvii. 4) : 

for thou hast hid their heart _fronz understanding; 

(xvi. 3) : Shall words of wind have an end. And he 



122 COMl\lENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. XVIII. 4. 

is right; for he constantly cries and co1nplains about 
the chastise1nents which are inflicted in his life, and 

none of you replies. With your eyes you see that we 

are stopped, and stayed by him in our words. ~::l"t?~:l 

is an expression of stopping up, 1,::J,o~ is the 1'argun1 
of tnar,o (Gen. xxvi. r 5) : the Philz"stines had stopped 

thenz up. But I will answer him. Thou hast said of 

God ( xvi. 9) : He has torn 1ne in h-z."s zvrath and /:tated 

11ze, not so he, but thou art the man 4. that tears and 
destroys himself in anger, and thy heart is wroth 

against God. Shall be forsaken for thee: is it for thy 

sake,-saying as thou doest that he regards thee as 
his enemy-that we must say that God has forsaken 
the earth and given it into the hand of the wicked, as 
thou sayest (ix. 24): the earth z·s gz·ven into the hand of 

the zvicked, and that He takes no account of the 
righteousness of the just, but (xvi. I I) delivers them 
to the ungodly, to consu1ne and destroy them; and 
shall the rock be removed out of its place, so that his 

world be destroyed, and that he restores not unto nzan 

his rig·hteousness [referring to xxxiii. 26]. Are we 
obliged to say for thy sake only that he acts as thou 
sayest, that never happened to any n1an what happened 
to thee? 5. Yea, the light; he explains: the world 
proceeds now also on its regular course and has not 
been changed for thy sake. For the light of the 
wicked shall be put out as usual, cf (Ps. cxviii. r 2) : 
the;, are quenched as the fire of thorns ; and as thou 

didst say about thyself (xvii. I) : nty daJ1s are extinct. 
The case is not thine alone ; ( v. 6) shall be put out 
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above hiln. ,.,~~' like (Exod. xxii. 2) : if the sun be 

risen upon hi11i; (Deut. xxiv. I 5) : the sun shall not l]O 

do'lvn upon z't. Flame, J.-iJ.tv like o-iJ.-iJ.tv, flames of fire ; 

i.e. while he is yet in his glory, and still continually 

shines. TT::t" = shines. 1""his is explained : 6. the light 

shall be dark .... etc. 7. They shall be straitened, 

they shall be distant. The steps of his strength, ~J~~ 

= his strength. It is the opposite of ( Ps. xxxi. 9) : 

thou hast set niy /eet in a iarg·e place ; When he thinks 
tQ walk in a large place, where there is no snare, then 

he shall fall. And his own counsel and thought shall 

cast him down. CJ (Ps. v. I 1) : let theni fail by their 

O'lVn counsels. He thought to die in peace, and to be 

buried in good old age, and to spend his days in 

happiness, because he considers himself pure and 

righteous, as he said above (xvii. I I) : niy purposes are 

broken off, the possessions of 11l)' heart. 8. For he is 
cast into a net, without knowing it, so as to beware, 
till it is on his feet. And upon the toils ; (cf I I{ings 

vii. I 7) : nets of checker work, parallel to a net. It is 

the thickets of the forest (Is. x. 34), that are entangled, 
so that no one can go out of then1. But he did not 

beware, imagining that his way was upright, therefore 

he was caught suddenly ; as he says: 9 ..... Shall 
take him by the heel, when he thinks to lift his feet, 
the gin has ·hold of his heel. Once he is caught, the 

starved shall lay hold of him, i.e. the hungry; at first, 
before he was caught, all feared him ; but when they 
saw his downfall, they run upon him and deliver him 
up to the ungodly (xvi. 1 I). This thou didst say about 
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thyself. Why did he not perceive his· net? 10. 

Because his noose is hid in the ground, metaphori­

cally ; he was not told of his trangressions and sins, so 

as to beware and repent, and he imagined that he was 

innocent and of pure hands, therefore he did not 
beware of the stumblingblock, and was confident like 

thee. But afterwards, I I. Terrors make him afraid 

on every side, so that he thinks he cannot escape . 

except by that way, but the gin is spread at his feet, 

if. ( Prov. i. I 7) : the net is spread. Then he becomes 
aware that he had not walked on the right way, other­

wise he had not stumbled. I 2. His strength shall be 

hunger-bitten, referring to ( v. 9) : the starved shall lay 

hold of hinz. Or, his strength, i.e. he who robs him, 
shall be hungry to eat that which was his. And 

calamity shall be ready day by day at his side. 

~i,~~~ = at his side. His streugt4 denotes perhaps 
his first born, c.f. ( Deut. xxi. r 7) : the beg·inning of his 
strength ; _ and ,i,S~, hz"s rz·b, i.e. his wife, who is from 

his rib. 13. Until this strength shall devour the bars 

of his skin ; or he himself . . . . the branches of his 

body and the flesh of his 01.vu arnz ( Is. ix. I 9) and his 
children, from hunger. Which sufferings are worse 

than thine; for (Lam. iv. 9) : they that be slain bJ1 the 
sword or the plague are better • than they that be slain 

with hunger. And there is a difference between him 
who devours his own flesh while he is alive and him 

whom the worm devoureth. The firstborn of death 
shall devour his members, some say, the prince of 

death, if. ( Ps. lxxxix. 2 8) : I will 1nake hz"nz nzy first-
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born. Or, the firstborn of death, i.e. the beginning of 
the death that has power over hin1 ; nan1ely, the de­

vouring of his lin1bs and his flesh till he dies. I bn 

Ezra explains it as a metaphor : he declares death to 

be the first born in his strength. 14. His trust shall 

be torn away from his tent. After having spoken 

about his own death, he now speaks about that of his 

wife, about whon1 it is said ( Prov. xxxi. 1 I) : the heart 

of her husband trusts in her, she is the trust of man. 
Or, h1·s trust refers to what he said about himself 

( xvi i. I I) : 11iy purposes are broken off, in the same 
sense as ( Ps. xlix. • 1 2) : their -in'lvard · I houg·hts arc 

their houses for ever; so n1uch trust did he put into 

his own actions. And his counsel, 1nentionecl by hin1 

( v. 7) which is that of the k;ing of terrors, shall cause 

him to wander ; the prince who rules over the terrors, 

that con1e upon hin1 to take hirn, as it is said (v. 1 r) : 
terrors nzake h1·11z afrai"d on every sz'de. When his 

counsel shall have driven hi1n f ro1n his tent, then 1 5. 

it shall dwell in his tent, to destroy all that is therein, 

without princes(?) ; and not, as he hoped, to die in 

peace, to exp1·re in his nest ( xxix. 18 ).-Brimstone shall 

be scattered upon his habitation, rf. ( Deut. xxix. 2 2) : 

bri11zstone and salt burning· a!! the !and, (Is. xxx. 3 3) : 

the breath of the Lord, b'ke a strea11z of bri'11zstone, does 

kindle z't.-'Then, \vhen the bri111stone is scattered, 

I 6. I-I is roots shall be dried up beneath ( Mai. iii. 1 9 ), 
that i't shall !eave the11z neither root nor branrh ; 

this is a n1etaphor, denoting fathers and children, if. 
(Amos ii. 9) : I destro;1ed hzs fru1"t fro11z above, an{f 
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his roots ft'o1n beneath. He continues: r 7. His re­
membrance perishes and he has no name; r8. because 

he was driven from light into darkness ; ref erring to 

what he said above ( v. 6) : the lig·ht is dark in h,z°s 

tent.-and is chased out of the world, like (v. 7) his 

01.vn counsel shall cast h1·11z do1.vn.-20. They that come 

after shall be astonished at his day ; those who ·shall 

rise _up afterwards, and see the desolation of his house. 

And they that were before, that were in his days, and 

saw hin1; fright seized them, about then1selves, lest 

they are dealt with like hi1n.-21. But such, all this is 

only fit for the dwellings of the unrighteous, of hin1 

who is unrighteous and thinks hin1self perfect and 

upright. But once his tent is desolate, it is revealed 

that iniquity has dwelt therein, and this is the place 
that knew not God. He did [not] recognise his 

Creator, to turn away fron1 the way, of which he 

vvas confident that it was the right one, this is the 

place of iniquity, ,vhich he 1nentioned . . . . (?) l"'hus 

far Bildad's reply : thou also didst think that hitherto 

thou walkedst the right way, and wast confident that 

thou wouldst spend thy days in happiness. But when 

thy purposes and thy trust were broken off, thou 

shouldst have known, that the way, about which thou 

wast so confident, was not the right way, otherwise 

thou ,vouldst not have been ensnared and caught 

thereon. In replying to thee I have not, like our friend 

Eliphaz, referred to notorious evildoers, whose trans­

gressions, robbery, and violence are knovvn to all; but 

to unconscious evildoers, vvho, like thee, think that 



XIX. 6. COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. 127 

they ,valk in the right way. Nevertheless, God does 
not reprove them first, but they are suddenly ensnared 
and caught. To this Job replies : 

CAP. XIX.-1, 2. And Job answered and said 

ye vex, rr,:-;i.~r-, f ron1 the same root as r11\ sorrow. --­
my soul, i.e. me, [saying] that I am wicked.-3. 
These ten times. Some thought that the number ten 

is to be taken Ii terally, because there were thus far, 
between hin1 and his friends, fron1 the first speech to 
this, ten speeches. But this is wrong. rfhe figure is 

here as in Nun1b. (xiv. 22): they have tenzpted 1ne 

these ten tinzes, n1eaning, n1any tin1es. Or, [ ten is 
n1entioned], because the numeration ends there, and 

after ten the figures must be repeated. That you are 

like strangers to me ;-so1ne say that the i1 stands for 

the :J of i:JJ,' others, that ~,?DD = i1"':Ji1ri, and the n 
belongs to the root. 4. And be it indeed, as you say, 
that I have erred, that I imagined to walk in the 
right way without stumbling, what reproach is yours 
to make me ? my error remains with myself, for I 

have received 1ny punishment. 5. If indeed, you 
must n1agnify your mouth against me, at the tin1e of 
1ny trouble to plead my reproach against me, and to 

make n1e ashan1ed, and that, in this," he is right ; 
If indeed you will magnify yourselves against me 
. . . . 6. know now. rrhis is the meaning and the 

context of these two verses : If indeed,-although­
you magnify against rne,-words, and you plead my 
reproach against me; know ye, at any rate, that God 
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has subverted me and surrounded 111e ,vith his nets:­

but the Satan chastised his body on every side, and 

stirred up the n1ind of his friends to shan1e and 

conden1n hin1, so as to vex hin1 n1ore. I( nozv ye noiv, 

that God has subverted nze, and caused n1e to con1e 

to the place where the net and the gin is, of \vhich 

Bildad said ( xviii. 8) : for he i's cast as a net unto hz·s 

01.vn feet, ( ib. 9) : a g·z·n takes hz"nz by the heel.-And 

he compassed me with his net, which he placed round 

the spot ,v here I walked to catch n1e. [Other,vise J 
there \Vas no net in n1y ,vay, for n1y way was right, 

,vithout any stun1blingblock. And ho,v .can it be 

kno\\1 11 no\v that God has subverted 111e? By this : 7. 

that I cry, about the wrong of the snares that co1npass 

1ne, that he n1ay let n1e know the reason, and ,vhat is 

111y transgression and 111y sin, and I an1 not answered; 
-and he does not answer n1e, saying : So [rzgrht] is 

thy judg·1Jzent, thJ1seif hast decided z"t; ( r l(ings xx. 40) 

thou hast transgressed cigainst thyself, thou hast ,valked 

on the ,vay of tho,'ns and snares ( Prov. xxii. 5)-I cry 
out, that there shoultl be a plea for nzan zvz"th God 

(xvi. 2 1 ), so that he do not destroy. If there ,vere a 

judgrnent I should argue nzy 'ZVaJ1s before hi11z (referring 

to xiii. 15). But I cannot con1e before hin1, for-8. He 

has fenced up. 1ny way that I cannot pass, and besides 

this, he has set darkness in n1y paths, cf. (Lan,. iii. 6): 

He has nzade nze to dzvell z°n dark places. It is put 

n1etaphorically : like one ,vho cries before a king, who 

pretends not to hear hirn, and orders his i111prisonn1ent, 

so that he should not con1e before hin1 any more, as 
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if he had hated hin1 f ron1 the first. He does not allo\v 
hin1 to arrange his defence, and orders to strip him of 
his garn1ents. Therefore he says :-9. He has stripped 
me of my glory, after I was caught in the net, and 
taken the crown from my head; this shows that he 

(Job) was a great and crowned prince. Or, it is an 
allusion to (i. 20) : and he shaved hz's head.---10. He 
has broken me down on every side ;-from all that 

was mine ; cattle, flocks, children, even to rny body, 
so that I have no standing ; and I am gone, (Fr.) 
/us tressailli, I am entirely gone, for there is no 

soundness in 1ny flesh (Ps. xxxviii. 4).-And my hope 
he has plucked up like a tree, which is entirely torn 
up, roots and all, and not like a tree that is hewn 

down, but has its root still in the ground; for such 
there is hope ; as he explained above. For all this 

his ang-er z·s not turned a1vaJ1 (Is. v. 2 5 ). Therefore, 
he says : I I. He has kindled his wrath against me. 
r 2. His troops come on together, his armies ; i.e. the 
misfortunes, accidents, and sufferings that came to 
hin1. I 3. He bas put my brethren far from me; 

Ibn Ezra says that ~So:1 (v. 12) is from the same 
root as r1So a pricking· briar (Ezek. xxviii. 24), and is 
used here in the same sense as (Hos. ii. 8): / shall 
hedge up thy ivay ivz"th thorns. Or, it is like ,So 

(Is. lvii. 14) : Cast )'e up, cast ye up. T'his never 
happened to any ,vicked man, I 4, I 5. that his kinsfolk, 
and his familiar friends, and those that sojourn in his 

house, and his maids, and the members of his house­
hold. . . . 1 7. that his breath is strange to his wife. 

9 
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. . . r 8, r 9. 1'hat young children despise hin1 .... 

And his friends are turned into his enen1ies.-And he 

calls unto his servant and he does not ansvver ( v. I 6). 

The ,vord □,7,'JJ? ( v. r 8) n1eans nzen of iniquity, rzv1·cked 

nzen, or ; 1oung-11zen. Zophar replies to all this. I explain 

it thus : nzy breath i's strang·e even to 11zy orzvn wife: 

referring to vvhat he had said before (xvii. 14): [I 

have called J the rzvornz 11zy 11zotlzer, and nzy sister, he 

says now: I have supplicated my servant and n1y 

wife concerning the children of 111y ovvn body to remove 

them from n1e. He alludes to the vvorn1s that encom­

pass hin1 on all sides. The S of ,~:;i7 = concerni1~g-, as 

(Exod. xiv. 3) : and Pharaoh slzall say iJJ.S concerning­

the children of Israel. The chz"ldren of cannot ref er 

to his real children, for they vvere dead. And they 
speak against me, 1J.i construed vvith the :i alvvays 

denotes "speaking unfavourably of one" as (Numb. 

xii. r) : And Mz"r1·anz and Aaron spoke ag-ainst Moses, 

( ib. xxi. 7) : because rzue have spoken against the Lord 

and aJ;-ainst thee ; but vvhen it is construed with the 

S it denotes the opposite, only in the way of prophecy . 

. . . Those vvhom he loves have turned to enen1ies.-

20. To my skin and to my flesh the bone cleaves, if 
(Lament. iv. 8) : tlzeir skin cleaves to their bones: it is 

1.v1·tlzered, it is beco11ze b·ke a stz.ck. The one frees itself 

from the other, and sticks no longer; he proceeds to 

say this : and I escape by the skin of my teeth; for 

the teeth, that are bone, escape from the skin. This 

I understood fron1 the commentaries of R .. Jacob, the 

rnemory of the righteous is a blessing.-2 r. For the 
• 
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hand of God has touched n1e, and n1y plague is not 

ten1porary, but a continuous plague ( Is. xiv. 6). 0 ye, 
my friends ; ye, ,vho are my friends. This is said 

in the san1e sense as ( Cant. viii. 6) : the flanze of the 

Lord; for anybody can quench ordinary fire, but 
not that which comes from God. 22. Why do ye 

persecute me as God? if. ( Zech. i. 15) : for I rzuas 

but ( a little) dzspleased, and they helped _/orrzuard the 

affeiction. You ought to have been grieved your­
selves, and not to have opened your n1outh wide. 

And why .... are you not satisfied with n1y flesh? 

23. Oh ... that they were inscribed in a book! 

First he says: that they rzuere rzvritten-he intends 

to use a parallelisn1 - on any place so as to be 
visible to men ; on the wall with orpiment or 
vern1ilion ; then he adds, as a climax, that they 

were written in a boo,k ; again : that they were 
inscribed for later generations ; and, again : 24. with 
an iron pen and lead; and before con1pleting his 
sentence, he adds: that they were graven in the rock 

for ever. For an iron pen engraves deeply on the 
rock; but the ,vriting may not be visible on account 
of the whiteness of the stone ; therefore, lead, which 
is dark, is put into the incisions, which makes the 

vvriting visible and lasting for ever. 2 5. And I know, 

the I refers to : rzvhy do you persecute nze ; you ought 
not to have fallen off from me; and the last, z·.e. 

when all my friends shall have left n1e, and those 
\Vho loved me shall have betrayed n1e, he shall stand 

up for 1ne as a redeemer, and justify me. Therefore 



132 CO:\IMENTAH.Y ON THE BOOK OF JOB. XIX. 26. 

I ,vant my words to be written down, that they shall 
not be forgotten from the heart. It can also be 

explained thus: And I know that I have a redeemer 

alive, who will justify me by his words and not con­

demn me. If no such be alive now, he \vill arise in 

later generations and justify me. Upon the dust 
means : in the world, c_f. ( xli 2 .5) : Upon earth there 
-is not his like; (xxii. 24) : 26. And lay upon the dust 
thy ore. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

after my skin has been beaten, if. (Is. xvi i. 6) : as 
one beat! (the top of) an olive tree ;-and my skin was 
broken by the strokes. My desire has been that my 
words should be brought before him ; and from my 
flesh, which is stricken and destroyed, I wished to 

see God, to ans\ver me (the question) why I was 

smitten with these plagues? Some say that B~S~ here 
denotes a judge, \vho executes judgments on my flesh. 

It may also be explained thus : after they saw that 
nzy skin is destroyed, and I am struck down with 

sufferings, that, which I mentioned before, happened 

to n1e : All the nzen of nzy counsel abhor nze ( v. r 9 ), 
and conden1n n1e by their words, saying, that these 
troubles have reached me only on account of my 

wickedness; and they know no other ,vay, (but) to 

condemn me. R. San1uel.-And front nzy flesh, from 

the condition of my flesh and the state it is in, I see 
God, and know his power. 27. That which I see, for 

myself, and my heart knows its own bitterness, 
(Prov. xiv. ro), and no one else; and my eyes have 

seen and recognised my sufferings, and no one else, 
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for my reins are consumed within me, and no one 
can know it but I ; he mentions the reins because 
they are the seat of counsel. 2 8. If you say, is there 

any one of you who says : why do you persecute him ? 
and that the root of the 1natter is found in him, that 
he is chastised with diseases. Or, it n1eans this : 

Why is he persecuted refers to ( V. 2 2) : Why do you 
persecute nze as God? is not the root of the matter 
found in him? for if his way had been upright he 
would not have stumbled on it. 29. Be ye afraid of 
the sword, that you be not smitten Ii ke n1e, since 
you n1agnify your n1outh against n1e. For wrath, 
to which a man provokes his friend, vexing hin1 in 
the day of his trouble, to grieve his heart by his 
words ; the punishment of the sword, the punishrnent 
is that the sword is brought upon him who does this ; 

cf. ( Gen. iv. I 3) : nzy _punishnzent is g·reater than I can 

bear, the punishment with which thou doest judge 
me. For this reason, set your heart, to know my 
destruction, which is so great upon a wise and 

intelligent man . . . . for the w of tJiW is a servile 
letter, it has the same vowel as ( Cant. i. 7) noS~, 
For rzvhy should I be, (J udg. v. 7) : "no;:,~, that I 
Deborah arose, tJi is the verb like l"i, the word 
means that there is a judgment, and Ibn Ezra 

explains it thus.-Thus far Job's reply : God has 
subverted nze ( v. 6) ; he cries out against the wrong : 
if his (Job's) way had been perverse, he ought to 
have been warned, that he was on the way of dark­
ness. Further : all his friends had betrayed hin1, 
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and the men of his counsel abhorred him ; he also 

n1ent1ons the relation in which he stood to his own 

wife and his own servant, which was unnatural even 

in the case of the notoriously wicked. F:urther: he 

kne,v that all .this was from God, for the root of the 

matter was not found in himself. For when the wicked 

falls, he is despised by his enen1ies whon1 he had 

robbed and against whom he had committed violence, 

but not by his o,vn servant, his own wife, and his 

whole family. Z ophar replies to this ( xx. 2 7) : the 

earth shall rz°se up aga1·nst hinz. 

CAr. XX.-1, 2. Then Zophar answered, Therefore, 
to these thy words ; my thoughts give answer to me, 
the word to reply to thee ;-and by reason of this my 
haste is within me; "'tp~n = n1y haste; to answer thee ; 

for I cannot refrain n1yself to ,vait in accordance with 

our friend Bildad's instruction (xvi ii. 2) : Consider and 

afterivards ive ivill speak. 3. Because I hear the 
reproof which puts me to shame, with ,vhich thou 

arguest, and reprovest us in judgment, saying ( xix. 29): 

be ye afraid of the sivord This is not a reproof from 

love, but of reproach and shame ;-and the spirit, out 
of my understanding, understanding as I do thy ,vords, 

provides me with an answer, to answer thee ;--or, 

"~~=V~, in the I(al : ansivers 1ne.-4. Hast thou known 
this, as the usual course of the world ; "';??, fron1 the 

tin1e, since man was placed upon earth ; na1nely, that 

-as thou sayest-it is not the usual course that the 

\vicked cry out of wrong and are not answered (refer-
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ring to xix. 7)? 5. For the triun1phing of the wicked 
does not ei1dure, but is short, and is broken and lost 

in a n1on1ent. And the joy of the hypocrite is, as it 

were, but for a rnoment, c__f (Prov. xii. 19) :. but a 

l_Jn'ng- toug·ue is but for a 1no1nent; for it is not from 

his ancestors, it did not endure. He calls ~pn him 

who sho\vs the world, as if he loved God, \vhon1 he 

only serves fro111 hypocrisy and fear. 6. Though his 

excellency n1ount up to the heavens, ~~,tp = his height; 

until his head reach unto the clouds, so that he irnagines 

"that he shall never fall. 7. Like his own dung, ~S7;i.~· 

like ( r I(ings xiv. ro): as a 11zan s1.veeps a1.vaJ1 the 

dung-. Or, 1SSl:J, 1.vhen he rolls fron1 the clouds, 

\vhich he n1en tioned ; he shall perish for ever f ron1 

among men. He was raised, so that his fall n1ight 

be visible and knovvn ; cf. ( Ps. cii. r I) : for thou hast 

lifted 11ze up, and cast 1ne a1.vaJ1.-U ntil, 8. He shall 

fly a"'{Nay as a dream and be not found ;-he shall be 

chased ·away as a vision of the night. 9. Thy eye 

which saw him, ~r,~VP = sa\v hin1. shall behold him 

no 1nore, the aforen1entioned eye, in his place. ro . 

. . . . shall oppress his children, the dagesh in ~1rp 

denotes the absence of the ~ : the poor oppress his 
children. Son1e explain ..,~,, like 11~,, favour ; they 

shall n1ake their peace with the poor about that.\vhich 

they robbed them of. This is also Ibn Ezra's ex­

planation ; but in view •Of verse r 9 : for he has 

oppressed and forsaken the poor, the farmer explana­

tion see111s right, as he proceeds: and his hands shall 

give back ~::J~~ his strength; that which he stole by 
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his strength, his hands shall return. Or, ,::i,~ = the 

iniquity in his hand, as (xi. 14): if n~, z·nz'quity be in 
thJ' hand, put it far a'Zuay. ~--or if he is not willing to 

restore it, \vhat he ought to restore, whilst he still 

possesses his \vealth, others will restore it against his 

\vill. I I. His bones and members are full of the sins 

of his youth. ,"19~SJ?, fron1 the root oS'JJ. But the 

,vord is rather to be explained as that which \Vas 

hitherto hidden and concealed fro1n 1nen, who thought 

hin1 to be righteous.; whilst he secretly stole and 

murdered, and concealed his deeds. Now God re­

veals the1n by chastise1nents, so that men understand 

that all this is the consequence of his sin, and that he 

was not righteous, as the world considered hin1. Thus 

they do also in regard to thee. But it shall lie down 

with him in the dust, as thou didst say about thyself, 

that thou shalt be buried in plagues, full of worms 

and rottenness. He proceeds to explain the hidden 

sins, and the way in ,vhich he deceived men, so as 

to be considered righteous. I 2. Though wickedness 

be sweet in his 1nouth ; though ,vickedness wer~ 

sweet in his mouth so as continually to rob and 

steal in secret. Though he hide it under his 

tongue, and is silent, so as not to reveal it. 1 3. 

And keep it still within his mouth. This is the 

concealment, which he spoke of as his hidden 

sins, ,vhich he did not want to reveal, either at the 

beginning or at the end. vVherever the expression 

"under his tongue " occurs in the text, it denotes 

silence, as 1ny father-the mernory of the righteous is 
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a blessing-explained (Cant. iv. 1 r) : thy lips drop 

honeJ1, when thou speakest ; honey and nulk are under 

thy tongue, when thou are silent ; cf (Ps. lxvi. r 7): I 

crz'ed unto hinz zvith nzy nzouth, and high praise zvas 

under nzy tong·ue. 14. His meat in his bowels, i.e. 

he ,vill not be able to continue the concealn1ent as time 
is prolonged, for, in the end, his bread and his victuals 

when they go down into his bo\vels are turned to him 
into gall of asps within him. Or ; in the end, he shall 
hirnself reveal the n1atter, for nothing of what was gall 

of asps within hin1 shall remain in his inside. 1 5. 
Riches and goods he has swallowed down in secret, 
and he shall vomit them up again in public ; out of 

his belly in which he had hid them, God shall cast 

them out ; and shall reveal his hidden iniquities ; and 
thus his nakedness shall be revealed to the public. 

I 6. The poison of asps, contrasted with the streanzs of 

honey ( v. I 7) ; both expressions are metaphorical ; 

if. ( Deut. xxix. r 7) : that bears gall and zvornzzvood. 

It is the nature of the asp, when it bites a n1an, to 
stick its mouth into the flesh and pour poison therein ; 

in the san1e way as the breast enters the n1outh to put 

milk therein. TT,V;J~, viper, a sort of \vild beast, if. 
(Is. xiv. 29) : out of the serpent's root shall co11ze forth 

an adder. But if you say that this is his judgn1ent in 

this ,vorld, but that in the ,vorld to come he shall have 

enjoyn1ent with the righteous, because he has already 

received his judgment; therefore he says: r 7. He 

shall not look upon the rivers, the flowing rivers 

,vherein is honey and butter. 18. That which he 
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laboured for he shall restore ; he ( Zophar) spoke 
before about restoring that which he (the ,vicked) had 

stolen ; no\v he says, that even that for \vhich he had 

laboured himself, and which he had obtained as reward 

of his trouble, he shall restore, in addition to that 

which he had stolen,-in th~ same way as he shall 
restore the riches, that are its exchange ; i".e. the stolen 

riches in exchange of \vhich he now gives the riches of 

his labour. This is the rneaning of the :, of S"n~, in 
the sa11ze ivay as, for the opposite has come to pass. 
And he shall not rejoice even at the riches of his 

labour. 'The word l'l" has the I(an1etz, and is of the 
TT 

san1e forn1ation as (Gen. xli. 30) : and all l'J.tpil the 

plenty shall be forg·otten, it \Vas, therefore, explained as 
the labour of the people iuhonz he robbed; ,ve can also 

explain it, as the produce tJJ hz·s oivn labour. 19. For 
he has oppressed and exacted in secret from the poor, 

in order to joz"n house to house, j£eld to field (Is. v. 8), 
by robbing them, and he thought he ,vould be able 

thus to build them up ; but it is not so. This is the 

same as ( v. r 5) : God shall cast thenz out of his belly :-
20. (nan1ely) : For he did not know \vhen he \vas quiet 
in his belly that \Vas full of robbery. Of that which it 
coveted, which his belly coveted, that \Vas covetous 

to eat of stolen goods, he shall- not save aught. 2 1. 

There was nothing left, because he always trusted in 
robbery, he did not leave anything. Or, there shall 
be nothing left of what he devoured ; but he did not 

set his heart to this, therefore . . . . shall not endure 

and last long. But 2 2. In the fulness of his suffi-
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ciency, and the plentiful. food in his full belly, \Vhen 

he in1agines to enjoy it, then he shall be in straits ; 
so much so, that the hand of every one that is 
in misery and \Veak shall come upon him to put 

hin1 to straits and to destroy him. 23, When he is 
about to fill his belly, then (God) shall cast the fierce­
ness of his wrath upon him ; he shall not be allowed 

to enjoy his bread. And he shall rain upon them 
( Ps. xi. 6) snares, fire and brz'11zstone ; upon the things 
he coveted, and the things he left, while he is eating. 
'io~n~ n1eans lu·s Jood; some say it 111eans lzz·s fleslz. 

If 24. he flees fron1 the iron weapon ; such as the 

sword and the like, \vhich, on being drawn from its 

sheath, flashes and burns, and frightens hin1 against 

whon1 it is drawn. It shall strike him through. It 

n1eans, if a man flees fron1 the sword---which is possible 

- he cannot flee from the bo\v; for the arrow over­

takes him, and enters, and sticks in his belly,-that 

was n1entioned (v. 23). 25. He draws it forth; \Vhen 
he ,vants to dra ,v the arro\v forth fron1 his belly, the 

shaft being outside, and ( the point of) the arrow 
,vithin, the shaft shall go forth from the body of the 

arrow, and the arrow shall remain. And even if he 

is able to draw forth the arro\v itself, which is the 
lightning, cf. ( Prov. xxv. r 8) : a sharp arro'lv ; of its 

gall shall go ; i.e. if he draws out the arro\v, some of 

its gall-of the adder's venom and the poison ,vith 

which it \Vas anointed-shall go, and ren1ain in his 

belly to cause rottenness and swelling. rrerrors are 

upon him, upon the n1an of whom he said (v. 6) that, 
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in his wickedness, his e..,1:cellency 1nounted up to the 
heavens; he has to be in constant fear. This is the 

explanation of this verse, and I did not find any other 

explanation preferable to this. 26. All darkness is laid 

up for his hidden things, i.e. his concealnzents n1entioned 

above (v. 11) ; which he concealed from men. They 

shall also hide fron1 hin1 what happens to him, until 

the time when it comes. Or, it means : he shall have 

darkness in the place where he thought that much 

happiness \Vas hidden for hin1. A fire not blown shall 

devour hhn; not an ordinary fire, but as (Is. xxx. 33): 

the breath of the Lord, like a streanz of brinzstoue, 
doth kz'ndle it. It shall go ill with him that is left, 

i.e. let no one of his household think that he shall 

escape ; for, woe unto him that is left, wherever he 

may be found. For of all of them, 27. the heavens 
shall reveal the iniquity, that is secret and concealed ; 

and thus they shall answer to his crying out of wrong 

( xix. 7 ). And the earth rises up, for all men shall 

hate him, if. ( N ahun1 iii. 19) : there is no assuaging to 
thy hurt; for they are turned into his enemies ; even the 

n1en of his counsel, as thou didst say ( xix. 19) : that all 

the men of thy counsel abhorred thee. 28. The increase 

shall be rolled away, SJ~ = shali be rolled away and be 

for others. Son1e explain the word fro1n the Targum 

(Aramaic), as (Exod. v. I 2) : to gather stubble, "S"J. ; 

for all his iqcrease shall be stubble. I bn Ezra explains 

SJ.\ he shall be exiled from the place of his increase ; 

he shall be led out into exile. shall flow away; namely 

his produce ; the wine and oil. in the day of his 
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wrath ; of God's wrath, on account of the robbery and 

the iniquity that are in his hand ; and not, as he ex­

pected, in rivers flowing with honey and n1ilk (v. 1 7 ). 

29. This is the portion ; such is his judgn1ent, as thou 

hast said about thyself, on account of thy works. And 
the heritage of his saying, son1e explain it : for the sin 

of his tongue ; others : and the heritage appointed unto 
him by God; z·.e. thus it was decreed upon him fron1 on 

high. 

Job replies to this. Only he takes another line of 

argument. For hitherto he had said: That which has 

befallen me has never befallen to anybody. Their 

reply was : everything that has befallen thee is that 

which is due to the wicked ; it is his portion and 

heritage from God ; so that he found no reply to this, 

for whatever he might mention of his lot, they would 

declare to be the portion of a wicked man. Then he 

answered them ( v. 7) : Wherefore do the wicked live ; 
for sometimes the wicked is happy, and the righteous 

meets only ,vith n1isfortune all his days. By this 

argument he defeated them, and they found no addi­

tional reply to his additional argun1ent. F'or they had 

adopted the rule that all wicked n1en are, in their life­

time, punished in their body, like him. 1'hus he 

defeated them, by saying, that many ,vicked men 

spent their days in happiness and die full of sap, and 

green. 
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CAP. XXI.-1, 2. And Job answered and said 
. . . . and let this be ; and let this, your setting your 

heart to listen diligently to 111y words, be unto n1e in 

the place of your consolations, with which you should 

have con1forted n1e. 3. Suffer me, deportez nzo,i; and 
after that I have spoken, thou shalt mock; £.e. after 

I have spoken, each of you shall n1ock as n1uch as he 

likes. For n1y ,vords are true, and cannot be n1ocked. 

1~he singular is used after the plural, because each 

answers hin1 separately ; or, it 111ay be, that he refers 

to Eliphaz \vho ans,vered him first, as I explained on 

the expression (xvi. 3) : U/hat provoketh thee .... 

4. As for 1ne ; he n1eans thou hast said that this is the 

portion of the ,vicked, that it is his due to be stricken 

like n1e. Am I stricken in n1y body, n1y children, 

n1y property, so that I shall be as a proverb to every 

,vicked man ;--1ny talk, that this should be the 

thing they talk about? if. (Deut. xxviii. 37): thozt 

shalt bt.·co1ne a proverb and a b;1ivord. l f so, why 
should I not be impatient, and die. And it 111a y be 

explained and as for nze ivhy do you wonder at my 

cry and that I speak and argue with a wise n1an? 

.i\nd if so 1101 talk is only for the sons of n1en \V ho 

have no intellig·ence, for my talk is not for the wise. 

vf/hy should I not be i"nipatient, so as to speak no more 

through n1y grief? 5. Turn ye unto me, to under­

stand n1y ,vords, so as to distinguish· bet,veen n1e and 

the \vicked to ,vhom you con1pare 1ne. And be 
astonished, be silent, as ( Dan. iv. I 6) : ivas aston,z"slzed 

for a ivlzile. And lay your hand upon your mouth, so 
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as not to listen. 6. And if, i.e. if it be according to 
your words ; I remember, that \vhich he is going to 
say ( v. 7) that the 'lvicked lz've. Or, if I remember 
means : if I take your words to heart so as to 
remember then1, then I am troubled ;-and horror 
takes hold on my flesh; trembling, because I am 
different fron1 all other wicked n1en, about whom you 
said : ( xx. 29) : This is the portz·on of a 'lvz'cked nzan, 

etc. My reply to you is : 7. Wherefore do the 
wicked live, and prolong their days in honour; they 
become strong, this is also a repetition ; cj. (Ps. lxxv. 

6) : Speak (not) 'lvz'th a haug·hty neck. 8 .... is 
established before them, firm ; if. CJ udg. xvi. 26) : 
'lvhereupon the house rests, ( I I{ings ii. 46) : and the 

kingdonz 'lVas establz'shed; all these are expressions of 
firmness ; before then1, whilst t_hey are alive ; with 

them, and not exiled away from them, but (able) to 
support them and to nourish their old age. ~nd their 
offspring, namely: of their children, if. ( Ps. cxxviii. 6) : 
thou shall see thy chzldren's chzldren, peace upon Israel. 

For this is the way of those vvho fear God; and not 
that of the man who buried all his children on one 

day, whon1 you call wicked. 9. Their houses are in 
peace, without fear, and not-as Bildad said­

(xviii. I 4) : lie shall be rooted out of his tent 'lVherez·n 

he trustet/z ; and- as Zophar said- (xx. 28): llte 

increase of his lzouse shall depart; and-as Eliphaz 
said-(xv. 28): houses 'lvhz'ch are not z'nhabz'ted; this 
(v. 6) I remembered and was troubled.-Neither is 

the rod of God upon them; as it is upon me, to be 
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chastised every day. 10. His bull impregnates the 
female with which it has joined; and does not cast 
out the seed, but it congeals like cheese (ix. I o ). The 

Targu1n has i"~j:n:r ~s, thus the Sages say r,"1~j:,"D~, 
von1itives; it is a nan1e for anything that is cast out; 
and, the fen1ale being pregnant, she calveth without 
casting her calf. I I. They send forth their little ones 
without fear, and as for n1y children even in the house 
the n1ishap befell then1 ; and their children, because 
they are a great joy, dance without evil chance, and 
exult like the strong ones ( the bulls). I 2. They lift up, 
their voice ; understood, al though not n1en tioned, if. 
(Is. xlii. I I) : let the ivilderness and the cities thereof 

lift up (their voices). And rejoice at the sound of the 
pipe ; but my sons did not live long in the rejoicing of 
their feasts. 1 3. They spend their days in prosperity, 
without illness or plague ; and in a moment they go 

• down to the grave, without suffering, and not like me, 

( vii. I 5) ivhose soul chooseth strangling. Or, .v;i:i:;n 
may mean rest, like 1'1lio, repose. Thus far, he 
n1entioned their prosperous state, now he is going to 
n1ention what their actions are. I 4. They said unto 
God, Depart from us, for it is idle to serve God 

(Malachi iii. 14). For we desire not the knowledge 
of thy ways ; contrary to ( Ps. xxv. 4) : Shoiv nze ti'zy 

ivays, 0 Lord. I 5. What is the Almighty that we 
should serve him, ivhat ·z's the profit that ive should 

keep his observance (Malachi iii. I 4); - and what 
profit should we have, what enjoyment should we 

have if we pray unto hin1, if. (J er. vii. I 6) : pray not 
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thou for this people, neither entreat nze. 1 6. Lo, their 
prosperity - is not in their hand ; all the prosperity 

which they enjoyed, they did not make for themselves, 

but it came to them from God ; and now he says 

( v: 1 5) : what profit should rzve have if rzve pray unto 
hz'nz ; and nevertheless the counsel of the wicked is 

far from me; I do not speak like then1, nor do I do 

according to their actions, although I know of their 

prosperity. 1 7. How oft is the lamp of the wicked put 
out? as you said ( xvi ii. 5) : yea, the light of the 'lvz'cked 
shall be put out ; and how oft cometh their calamity 
upon them ? ( xviii. 1 2) : and calanzity shall be ready 
at his side. He distributes lines to them in his anger, 
contrary to (Ps. xvi. 6): The lz'nes are fallen unto nze 
in pleasant places, ( Ps. lxxviii. 49) : he casts upon thenz 
the fierceness of his anger. 1 8. So that they be as chaff 

before the wind, which is easily thrust aside, and as 
chaff that the storm carries away ;-referring to the 

wicked, of whom thou hast said ( xx. 7) : he shall perish 
for ever like .his orzvn dung, they that have seen hint shall 
say, where is he ? Thus it shall be to them, according 

to the judgment of the wicked. And after they have 

to such an extent ( v. I 3) spent their days in prosperity, 
and in a 1nonzent they g·o dorzvn to the grave ;-19. God 
lays up his strength for his children, he preserves for 

his children after hin1 that which he had robbed with 
his power. He is at ease, and his seed after hin1 shall 

be cut off; and this is his vengeance. But he ought 

to have paid to the wicked during his lifetime, that 

which laid up for his children. that he may know 
10 
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and recognize, that it is on account of his evil actions ; 

according to thy \Vords ·regarding my lot during n1y 

lifetime ; this is that he may know ( Ps. I viii. 1 2) : tlzat 

there 1·s a God, that judgeth z'n the earth. 20. Let his 
own eyes see his destruction, as it happened to me. 

and of the veno1n of the Almighty, z·.e. he shall drink 

of the venom of asps, like me, 1vz'thz'u whom are the 

arro1vs of the A lniighty ( vi. 4 ). 2 r. For what 
pleasure has he in his house after him, that he should 

bewail, and take to heart, the chastisement of the 

judgment of his children ?-and the number of his 
months is cut off in the midst, from him. The word 

-:i~~r:r is like (Prov. xxx. 27) : Yet g-o t/zey forth all 

of theni separated; it is an expression of rebelling 

(?-arranging?). Ibn Ezra compares it with (Ps. 

Iv. 24): they shall not lz've out half thez"r days ;-he 

shall not return again to his house to rejoice in then1, 

for what does he care about them, as long as there 

was peace in his days. 2 2. Is it for God to teach 
knowledge? Is it (incumbent) upon God, to teach 

him to know how to fear him, and to repent, for that 

which is after hint, that they take a lesson from him ; 

and to repent because ( v. r 9) : he lays up lzz's in1·quity 

for h,z's chzldreu, and he [is of those who J ( v. r 3) : 

spend their days in prosperity? ril',, knowledge, 

refers both to the preceding and the following phrase : 

Is it for God to teach man to kuo1v his way, and to 
know, that he judges those that are high, and to make 

them know his hand and his power, that they take a 

lesson ? It can also be explained thus : is there any 
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of you who speaks in the place of God, that he shall 
teach to knovv, what this rule is? For, according to 
your words, not all wicked n1en are alike, for there are 
such that are chastised like me. 23. And this, the 
,vicked one, who dies in his full and complete strength, 
he is wholly at ease and quiet, without fear, healthy, 
and full of days. And thou shalt see another 2 5. 
wicked man who dies in bitterness of soul, and has not 

even a burial ;-like me. The S of ,~~?W is paragogic, 
like the S in ( Hos. xiii. 5) : 771:t~Sn. His breasts, 
,;~,~~ = breasts, tetins; - a place for collecting fat ; 
in the language of the Mishna (Menachot 86a) : the;, 
are placed z.°n the olive press. And the marrow of his 
bones ar~ 1noistened, TTR.~; = full of moisture, cf. nptva, 
drink. Should you say that there is a difference 
between him who dies at ease and quiet, and him who 
dies in bitterness of soul, It is not so ; for-26. They 
lie down alike in the dust, and, together, the wor1n 
covers them. Consequently, he was unhappy in his 
lifetime, and is unhappy in his death. H o,v then 
should the ,vorld take a lesson, seeing, that a 
thoroughly wicked man dies in rejoicing of soul. 
Therefore are your words vanity. 27. Behold, I know 
your thoughts, which you had about me when I 
,vas in my glory ; you were jealous of me in your 
heart, and the devices of wickedness and wrong ,vhich 
you wrongfully imagine against me now, and ,vhich 

you disclose, saying : 2 8. Where is the house of the 
prince? and where is the tent of the dwellings of so 

and so, and such and such, the wicked ? they are 
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gone, lost for ever through their iniquity. 29. Have you 
not [asked] them that go by the way, who know 
all the events and occurrences of the land ; cf 

( Lam. i. 1 2) : Is it uothiug to yozt, all that pass by ; 
(J erem. vi. 16) : Stand ye iu the izvays and see, and 
ask for the old paths. 30. That to the day of 
calamity is spared, to the day of death, the evil man, 
all misfortunes and mishaps ; and he perceives them 
not till the very day when he dies, and till the day 
when-the wrath, the sufferings of death come to him ; 

and he has no day of trouble e~cept that day; cJ. 
(Job xxxviii. 23) : which I have reserved against the 

tinze of trouble ; i.e. I have withheld till that day ; 
but he should have seen (v. 20) his destruction, aud 

drunk the venonz fronz the A bnighty, like me. 3 r. 
Who shall declare his way to his face ; \\' ho is there 
to rebuke him whilst he lives, saying to him, why 
doest thou do thus? as it was said above (xx. 2 7) : 
the heavens shall reveal his iniquity, and the earth shall 

rise up against hinz. Or, that he return to God, cf 

( Eccl. viii .. 4) : izvho nzay say unto hinz, What doest 
thou ? - and he who has done the evil, wbo shall 
repay him, seeing that he spent all his days in 
prosperity. 32. And he, after having sinned all his 
days, shall be borne to the grave in honour ; on the 
contrary, not even the grave is a grave to him, and 
he does not live in evil sufferings like me. And as 
for his days being curtailed-it is not the case, for 
he shall [ die J quickly over the stacks of corn ; for the 
produce is not gathered in, so as to put in stacks, 
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before it is ripe; thus he shall also die full of days. 

iPt;): = he shall hasten, to die \vithout suffering. 33. The 

clods of the valley are sweet unto him, as (xxxviii. 38) : 

and the clods cleave fast together· ; so full of days is 

he, that his only happiness is to slun1ber, and the 

clods are s\veet to him at the tin1e of his death. And 
all men shall draw after him: and say, would that I 
\Vere as full of days as this one, and that I might die 

without suffering, and be buried in honour like him. 

He says all 1nen including even those that are perfectly 

righteous. And before him there are innumerable, \vho 

are jealous of his peace and his honour. Or, there 

were innumerable before him who died like this. 

34. How then do you con1fort me with vanity; since 

there are completely wicked n1en, who are prosperous 

in life and death, and vvho, while they are alive 

( Ps. lxxiii. 5) : are not ,z'n the trouble of nzell in their 

Ii ves, neither are they plagued zvith other nzen, as I 
am, smitten as I am, whilst I live, more than they. 

How do you comfort me with vanity? anq. you'r 
answers: \vhich you give me (xx. 29): th-t's -z's the 

portion of the zvz.'cked 1nan,-remains faithlessness and 

treachery, in that you condemn me. Some take 

,~tp~ like ,,tv:i ,~m ( Levit. xviii. 6) : kin of h-z's flesh ; 

they are akin to faithlessness, as (Numb. v. r 2) : she 

c0Jn1nits a trespass ag-ainst hinz ; therefore, its accent 

is on the penultima. 

These are Job's words about the wicked who 

rebel against God. After God benefited them 

in every way, they say (v. 15): U//zat is the 
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A lnzight;,, that rzve should serve hinz ? N everthe­

less, he does not withhold from them any good, 

either in money, or in health, or in children, or in 

longevity; so that they may recognize and know in 

their lifetime, that he gives them everything-. As 

for me, crushed, chastised, and injured, fronz rzvhonz 

the counsel of the ivz'cked z·s far (v. I 6), who have 

served him from n1y youth, and thanked him for, the 

good that he gave me; he has killed n1y children, he 

has taken all that was n1ine, he has chastised me with 

severe chastisements, till I prefer death to life. 

Eliphaz replies to this, that those ,vicked were not 

wicked to others ; that God only chastises a n1an 

during his lifetirne, when he was bad to others ;­

measure for measure. In the same ,vay as he crushed 

orphans, and sent widows empty away, and stripped 

the naked of their clothes, thus it is done to him. He 
crushes hinz before the nzoth (iv. I 9) during his lifetime, 

and sends him forth empty of his children and his 

money. But if he is not bad against other men, but 

only to heaven, he does not chastise hi_m during his 

lifetime; for (xxxv. 6) : if thou hast sinned, ivhat doest 

thou against hinz ? that thou shouldst be chastised 

measure for measure for this? This is the argument 

according to the words of Eliphaz. • 

CAP. XXII.-r, 2. Then answered Eliphaz .... 

Can a man teach God? Is there a man who can 

teach God, what he must do? For, if does teach, 

if he ,vants to teach God, God is wiser than they. 
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He uses the tern1 j:br;J:, in ref ere nee to (v. 2 r) : 

acquaint ?toiv thyself ivitli liinz and be at peace. This 

I found in R. J acob's con1n1entary. But R. Eliezer 

says : Can a nian be profitable unto, and help, God, 
that he could learn his good deeds and ways ; for if 
he were profitable to, and helped, him in his deeds, 

and in his words, he would become wise, and turn 

his heart to hin1 to do him good, and to be profitable 

to" him, n1easure for n1easure; as he continues to 

explain. 3. Is there any pleasure to the Almighty, 
,vhen thou art righteous, or is there any gain to him, 

if thou makest thy ways perfect ? that thou sayest 

(xxi. r 6) : tlie counsel of the ivicked z·s far froni 1ne. 
v\That has God gained by thy service, that thou 

seekest thy reward ? Or what have they taken away 

from him, that he ought to have chastised then1 

during their lifetime, because they said (xxi. r 5) : 
iv hat is tlie A bnighty, that ive should serve hinz ? 
4. Is it for fear of thee, because thou sayest, that he 

does not judge others like thee, that he reproveth 
thee; that he entereth with thee into judgment, to 

chastise thee during thy lifetime ? For thou also, if 

thou hadst not sinned more than they vvho say what 
z"s tlie A hnighty, that we should serve ~ini ( xxi. r 5) ; 

thou wouldst not have been smitten during thy life­

tin1e. 6. For thou hast taken pledges of thy brother 
for .nought, who owes thee nothing, and thou sayest 

that he cloes ovve thee. And as thou didst say of him : 

(v. 5) Is not thy wickedness great. For this thy 

n1ishaps and occurrences prove, that thou hast done 
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suchlike things-such as he enumerates-; and thou 
makest thyself out to be a righteous man whom thy 

fellow-creatures do not recognize. And thus 6. thou 
hast stripped the clothes of the naked; for thus it 

1nust be explained, because it is impossible to strip the 

naked, for he had no clothes to strip ; and these are 

the very chastisements which thou experiencest. 
And wouldst thou say: but if I did these wicked 

things, I have done good things against then1; therefore 
he says : 7. Thou hast not given water to the weary 
to drink in thy house, so that others did not know and 

recognize it; and thou hast withholden thy bread­

thou hast not rnet them with bread and water. All 

this thou shouldst have been able to do, without men 
discerning it. 8. But the man of arm thou hast been, 

who has the land, and with the [ strong] arm thou 

didst steal and rob, and didst say, that they O\ved it 

thee. And no one said to thee, what doest thou? 

because people thought that thou didst act according 

to right; and thou ,vert confident that they could not 

take it away from thee with the [ strong] arn1, nor by 

judgment ; for thou wert one whose countenance 
was respected, and who would compel thee to pay? 

In the same way-9. Thou hast sent widows away 
empty of their property; and the arms of the father­
less have been broken by thee. He says and the 

arms, corresponding to ( v. 8) the nzan of arnz. It may 
also be as R. Solomon (Rashi) explains it: is it, 
because thou ,vast great, that thou shalt possess the 

land, and because thy countenance was respected 
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shalt thou __ abide, and prolong thy days thereon; :up~ 
like ( Deut. i. 46) : 1::lWT11 you abode in f(adesh. I o. 
Therefore snares are round about thee, during thy 

-lifetime, now; more than ( about him) \vho said 

( xxi. I 5) : 'lVhat is the A l11zighty, that 'lVe should serve 

hinz ? For on such he inflicts evil only after their 
death, as thou didst say; because, they have not, 
like thee, harmed others. He proceeds : I I. Doest 
thou trust in this, that the darkness, and evil, and 
trouble, thou wouldst not see, nor that abundance of 
waters shall cover thee ? to rain upon thee snares 
( Ps. xi. 6) for thy evil deeds. Or, it may n1ean, the 
darkness of the \Vaters that obscure the clouds, doest 
thou trust in them ? 1 2. Is not God in the height of 
heaven, and behold the height of the head of the stars, 
that they are high, higher than he. In this thou 
trustest. 1 3. And thou sayest, when thou perceivest, 
that thou doest not see darkness and evil, what does 
God know of that which I do? Can he judge through 
the thick darkness which intervenes between him 
and me? 14. Are not thick clouds a covering to 
him, that he sees not about my deeds. And the circuit 

of heaven; l'in = the circuit, as ( Is. xliv. I 3) : 
i7l"lno::i"l, and 'lvith the co11zpasses. I 5. Wilt thou . . . . 
the old way, the prosperity of the old way of the 
\vicked, which wicked men have trodden, and pros­
pered on, to envy them, because they \Vere not 
punished for their sin ; and to plead with him, why 
he inflicted 1nore evil upon thee more than upon them? 
But he also inflicted evil upon them ; I 6. Who were 
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snatched away and cut off fron1 the world, before 
their time, and in a place ,v here their foundation was 
poured out like a stream, lik~ the men of the genera­

tion of the flood. And thou sayest, it ,vere better 

for me to be like them. 1 7. What can the :Almighty 
do to them ,vhen they serve him ? r 8. And he filled 
their houses with good things ; but as for n1e, the 

counsel of the wicked is far from me ; therefore, thou 
' shouldst have benefited n1e more than them. But 

thou hast inflicted more evil upon me than upon them. 

Doest thou i1nagine that thou· shalt be cleared in 

judgment in this ,vay? Is it not, that 19. the righteous 
see his do,vnfall, and are glad, and the innocent laugh 
the1n to scorn, like Noah and his sons, who ,vere left, 

\vhilst the others died by the strean1 that ,vas poured out 

over them, and the earth ,vas their foundation. 20. Is 
it not, is not this true, that they who rise against us are 
cut off, as by the ,vaters of the flood ; and that the 
re1nnant of . them, i. e. their children is destroyed ? 
The fire has consumed, like Sodom. ~1::i9"'j? is like 

'D"'np. I bn Ezra explains it : If the innocent ( v. I 9) 

is not cut off. The innocent ,vho is 1:JO"'P, our 

opponent; and it means that we are ,vitnesses that 

the innocent has not died. R. Eliezer explains it : 

that if our substance is not cut off, also trJ~:, that 

which remained of then1, the fire has consumed. And 

thou enviest their prosperity during their lifetime, 

and thinkest to clear thyself in judgment in this way ; 

because he inflicted evil on thee during thy lifetime. 

Relinquish thou that ,vay ; and-2 1. Be profitable, 
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and help thyself, with him, and be at peace, then thou 
shalt be in peace. 2 2. Receive, I pray thee, instruc­
tion from his mouth, through us, and lay up his words, 
which we speak for him, in thine heart. 23. Thou 
shalt put away unrighteousness, that which thou hast 

stolen and robbed, far from thy tents. 24. And place 
thy fortress on the dust, and not, as thou didst say to 

him (xix. ro): he breaks nze do'Zun on every side, and I 

ani g·one. And strengthen on the rock the strean1s of 
Opbir, that they shall not be moved. 2 5. And the 

Almighty shall be thy fortress. ~"''J~~ = 1"1~J.o, thy 
fortresses. Son1e say that the J. of 1"'1~J. is a servile 

letter, and the word rneans, against tlzine enenzies; to 

injure then1. And precious silver, durable \vealth, 

shall be thine ; if. ( Prov. x. r 5) : The rich nzan' s 

'ZVealth £s /u's strong cz·ty, n,D~,r., = the strength of the 

reen1 (N un1b. xxiii. 2 2 ). 26. For then shalt thou be 
able to delight thyself in the Almighty, to ask with 

confidence for that which thy heart .desires ; and then 

shalt thou lift up thy face unto God, and not, as thou 

didst complain (x. 15): and if I be righteous, yet shall 

I not lift up 1;zy head. And then, if-2 7. thou shalt 
make thy prayer unto him, he ,vill preserve n1e, and 

not as thou criest and he does not ans,ver ; and then 

shalt thou pay thy vows when he shall have delivered 

thee, as Jonah said (Jonah ii. r o) : that 'ZVhich I vo'Zved 

I shall pay, and as David said ( Ps. cxvi. r 4) : / shall 

pay nzy vo'ZVS unto the Lord; which was done after the 

God has fulfilled their request. 28. And then thou 
shalt decree a thing and it shall be established unto 
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thee. □R:7 has a short Kan1etz instead of a Shurek. 
-And not, as now, that ( xvii. I I) : nzy purposes are 
broken off. And then light shall shine upon thy ways, 
and not, as thou sayest now, that (xix. 8): he has set 
darkness upon nzy paths. 29. For even when others 
cast down, thou shalt say, there is lifting up; i.e. 
thou shalt be able to lift hin1 up and raise hin1 ,vith thy 
,vords. And him that is lowly of eyes,-the opposite 
of the lzaughty of eyes ( Ps. ci. 5 ). God shall save for 
thy sake. I bn Ezra explains it : For thou shalt teach, 
that, ,vhen the wicked are n1ade low, they are n1ade 
low on account of their haughtiness, and that God \vill 
help a n1an who is lo,vly of eyes. 30. Thus he shall 
deliver hz'nz that is "PJ "~ not innocent, as if "PJ r~ ; 
how n1uch n1ore canst thou be of profit tb thyself 

According to Ibn Parchon "P~ "~ [is like "PJ tv"~, the 
innocent], as (Ezek. xviii. ro): and he does one, n~ for 
nn~. Cf. (Ps. cxli. 3) : the door of niy lips, S, for nS,. 
Ibn Ezra explains "PJ "~ the innocent island, like 
(Is. xx. 6) : the inhabitant of this "~ island, as con­
trasted with ( Ezek. xiv. r 3) : 'lVhen a land sinneth 
against nze ; and thou shalt be delivered through the 
cleanness of thy hands. 

This is Eliphaz's r~ply to Job : Because he had 
stolen and robbed, and broken the arn1s of orphans 
and widows ; therefore, there are snares all round 
about hin1. He in1agined that God neither saw 
nor knew of all his wicked deeds. Further, that 
God only grants tranquillity during their lifetin1e to 
those who are ,vicked only to heaven. But if a n1an 
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is wicked to his fellow-creatures, he chastises hin1 

,vhilst he is alive, like him (Job ).-Job replies to this : 

Regarding the assertion that he had stolen, and broken 
the arn1s of the orphans ; would to God that I were 

able to order nry cause before hinz (xxiii. 4), and that 
I rz.vould knorz.v the rz.vords rz.vhi"ch he rz.vould ansrz.ver nze 

(z"b. 5), if he would say that I did this, according to 
thy words Regarding the assertion, that there is no 

happiness to such evildoers as harm others, he replies, 
that there are ever so many who steal and do violence 
·to others, yet God z"nzputes it not during their lifetime 

at all as folly ( xxiv. I 2 ). 

CAP. XXIII.-1, 2. Job answered .... my com­

plaint is bitter, if. ( 2 Kings xiv. 26) : the affiz"ction of 

Israel i's -ver;1 bz"tter; the meaning is : my complaint is 
more bitter than all complaints. Or, Even to-day, 

when I thought to have rest from your contentions, 

so that you would not again put n1e to shan1e, is nzy 

_ conzplaint and my anger still bitter, on account of your 

words. Or, even to-day, after your consolations.­
My hand, £.e. the trouble I meet with, is n1ore heavy, 

than I sigh for and co1nplain of. R. E1iezer says, thus 

he says : my stroke z"s heavy tog·ether rz.vith nry sighz"ng, 

which I sigh because you testify against me that I 
have stolen and robbed. S,1, like (Numb. ix. 1 I) : rz.vith 

unleavened cakes and bitter herbs shall they eat it, 

where S~ = with. Therefore there are snares all 
round about n1e. 3. to his seat, the place of his 

throne to order 4. 1ny cause before him about this. 

For ~~tpQ is the pleading by words. 6. Would he 
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contend with me with strength, in the greatness of 
power which he has beyond mine? Not this is his 
rule; but he would give heed unto me; because he 
kno\vs, for he proves the reins and the heart ; nor will 
he ( contend) with pretexts fron1 something else, but 

only (keep to) the contention. lbn Ezra explains 
ow~ like (Is. xli. 20) : and consider and understand. 
No, there is no one that understands me but he. 7. 
There the upright, at the place of his seat and the 
place of his judgment, mentioned before (vv. 3, 4), 
there is uprightness and righteousness, straight and 

n1ade right with hhn. S0111e say n~i:i = he who 
reasons with him; and I should be delivered for ever 
fron1 him who judges and chastises me now; for I 
should no longer be delivered into his hand. 8. 

Behold, forward-In every place where I walked, I 
,valked with confidence, for neither forward nor back­
ward did I meet with him who would chastise n1e, and 
was not concerned lest he would chance on me. 9. 
. . . . when he did work judgn1ents on others, I did 
not see it. He weakens on the right, chastising others 
till they were weak, I escaped from his hand. ro. For 

he (God) knew and recognized already in his judgment 
the way that was mine; he tried me, and like gold I 
went forth, without blemish and iniquity. For-r I. 

To his steps, etc.-,D~ (v. 9) is the Targum (Aran1aic) 
of n~,~ I shall see ; therefore, it has the accent on the 
penultin1a. The East is meant by forward and the 
West by backward. This is confirmed by (Is. ix. 1 r) : 
the Syrz'ans before, and the Philistines beh1'nd. The 
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left denotes the North ; for ,v hosoever goes towards 
the East has his left tovvards the N orth.-Or, I walk 
forward, namely to God; for thus he began (v. 3) : 
Oh, that I kne'lv ivhere I nziglzt find hz'nz.--He hz'deth 

tlze rzglzt ( v. 9) ; he covers the South.-,,tp~~ (v. r r) 
in his path. and turn not aside, either to the right or 
to the left. r 2. The commandment of his lips, I have 
kept ( v. r r ), and the san1e word .,r:,~Qtp I have kept 

governs .,pryq, 1nore than my necessary food. .,RQ if. 

(Prov. xxx. 8): the bread of 11zy portion; (Gen. xlvii. 
2 2) : and they did eat their portion. I was eager to 
treasure up the words of his mouth n1ore than my 
portion and my food, that they 1nay not depart from 
my heart. Or ; .,pryq ; from the statute vvhich he has 
set me, and fro1n the commandment vvhich he has put 
upon n1e I shall not turn aside, for I have treasured 
up tlze 1.vords of his 11zouth. Or ; .,pryq, from the habit 
to which I was accustomed fron1 n1y youth. I 3. And 
he is one. Some say that the :i of ,r::r~:;i is paragogic ; 
then it means : because he is One in the world. It 
may be also explained thus: But he with one ,vord 
judges n1an, and who can turn him again from his 
judgment? lbn Ezra says that the J. of ,r::r~:;i is indeed 
not paragogic, but it implies a great mystery.-and 
when his soul desires, he at once concludes his judg­
ment ; how then can I order my cause before him ? 
Having said: from my appointed portion, I have 
treasured up, he proceeds :-14. For he ought to have 
completed my appointed portion and n1y judgment, 
by first investigating my actions, and to repay n1e 
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according to my righteousness, and, behold, many 
such things are with him, namely, to complete the 
appointed portz"on of others, and to benefit them. But 

I have not had that privilege. Some explain it : For 
he completes my portion, the portion of chastisement 

\Vith \vhich he commenced to chastise me ; and many 
" 

such things are with him, he does not requite man 

according to his works. 15. Therefore, because he 

does not requite man according to his works, I am 
troubled before him, to come in judgment with him, 

and \vhen I consider his ways, I am afraid. 16. For 
God has made faint; how then can I open my mouth 

before him? 17. "J:lQ~~ is an expression of perpetuity, 

for I was not cut off for ever because of the darkness 
that was upon me, and the thick darkness did not 

cover up from me till my death. According to this 

explanation ~s refers also to the latter clause. Or, the 

meaning is : And the thick darkness covered up from 
before me, so that he did not chastise me any more ; 

and then I was not troubled at his judgn1ent. Or ; 

the darkness covered up from before me, that I came 

forth into the \Vorld ; for that \Vas my desire. 

CAP. XXIV.-1. For why is it that from the 
Almighty the times of man are not hidden, and 

night is light before him like day; so that man 

cannot do anything \Vithout God kno\ving it the 

instant it is done ;-he explains these tinzes later 

( v. 14) : rises ivith the light, (v. 16) : he dzgs z"n the 
dark. And they that know him, who ought to 

kno\v hin1, and to recognize that he sees everything, 
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do not see his days, nor his judgment, and his ven­
geance; that he pays them while they live; so as to 
know, that God sees their actions when they do them 
in darkness ; that the times of their wickedness are 
not hidden before him. For his days cf. ( Is. ii. 12) : 

For there shall be a day for the Lord of hosts, £.e. a 

day of vengeance. Or ; those that know God have 
not seen his days refers to those whom he is going 
to describe : they that remove the landmarks. No 
other explanation is correct ( or, the other [i.e. the 
·second J explanation is not correct). He proceeds to 
explain their tz'1nes. 2. They re1?1ove the landmarks ; 
it is they (Is. v. 8) : 1vho ;·oz'n house to house, field 

to field that remove the landmarks. They take away 
flocks, and feed them for themselves ; and thus the 
subject proceeds, and concludes ( v. 12): yet God 

z'niputeth z't not for folly. 4. They turn the needy out 
of the way, out of every way. He means that the 
poor turn away, fron1 their fear that they will lay in 
wait against them in the roads; and they leave them 
and go another way. 5. He compares them to_ the 
wild asses used to the desert; to lay in wait the 
passers by. They go forth to their work. And what 
is the work they go forth to do in the morning? to 
seek for prey. The wilderness is for him, the afore­
mentioned wild ass; for bread ; that those young men 
shall eat, who go in his company to rob. Desert and 
wilderness, a parallelism. 6. In the field, his provender, 
that of other people ;-they cut, to steal it. Or, it 
n1ay mean z'n the field, when its produce is ( Is. xxx. 24) 

I I 
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savour;1 provender which is not yet dried up. Its 

owners cut it because of . . . . and (J udg. vi. I r) to 

hz'de it fron1 them. And the vineyard of others,-the 

afore-mentioned ,vicked take its latter growth, its 

growth; if. ( A1nos vii. 1) : the beginning of the shoot­

ing up of the latter gro1.vth. It 1nay refer to ( the 

vineyard) of another wicked 1nan, his companion. 

iWj:?.?:' = they are late ; namely, the vintage. R. Eliezer 
explains : And the vineyard of the ivicked, who looks 

forward to the time of taking in the vintage,-they 

will take it in iWj:?.?;, whilst there is still the latter 

rain, the raindrops at summer time. They do not 

wait to gather it in till sunrise, lest these wicked 

men come and gather it in. The tillers of the ground 

hasten to cut their produce before it is ripe, and 

they gather in the vintage before it is ripe ;-8. fron1 

the showers of the mountains, the rain that fell 

upon it-, from fear of these ,vicked men. The 

affair about 1\1idian proves this ( explanation, for it is 

written there (J udg. vi. r r) : that Gideon 1.vas beating· 

out 1.vheat to hide it fronz the Midzanz'tes. 7. They lie 
all night naked, because the clothes ,vere taken away, 

and they have nothing to cover themselves with in the 
cold. And those poor, that have no clothing and are 
hidden beneath the rocks, 8. are green, they become 

green through the excessive cold ;-or, theJ1 are ivet, 

as ( viii. r 6) he is 1..vet. 9. They pluck from the breast, 
cf ( Is. Ix. r 6): thou shaft suck the breast of kings, the 

suck of the fatherless, the place ,vhence his food and 

nourishment issues. Or, they pluck the fatherless 
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f ron1 the breast of his mother, and deal violently with 
hin1, and sell him. And that which is of the poor, 

~SJ.'Q\ they cast lots for, cf. (Ps. xxii. 19) : the;, d£vide 

1lZJ' garnzents anzong thenz, and upon nry vesture they 

do cast lots. It 1neans, they divide an1ong them his 
inheritance and his fields ; the term S:in applies to 

land only. Some explain it like (Ex. xxii. 2 5) : if thou 
take to pledge. 10. They cause him, the captive, to 
go naked before then1. And hungry, and fron1 the 
hungry. Or, the robbed people have only a sheaf to 
divide .... carry away the rest. 11. Between their 
walls, between the ,valls and the fence of the vine­
yard, if. (] erem. v. r o) : Go ;1e up upon her 'lvalls. 

They make oil, they crush the olives to n1ake oil ; 
,vhich is ca1led ,n~\ because it gives out light like 
o~,n~, noonday. And ,vithin the vineyards they 

tread their winepresses for themselves, and the 
o,vners suffer thirst. 1 2. From out of the city men, 
cf. (Deut. iii. 6) : destroyz'ng every cz"ty, tlze nzen, -z".e. 

the household of the robbed ones, ~P~?, cry; because 
of these robbers. And the soul of the wounded, if. 
( Gen. iv. I o) : the voz"ce of the blood of thy brother, cr£es 

out to heaven. Imput~th it not for folly, to punish 
them in their lifetime, and to make them aware that 

he knows their works ; if (J er. xxiii. 13) : I have seen 
follJ,. Behold, the times of their misfortunes are not 
hidden before hin1 ( v. 1 ), and there are none that are 

lost and chastised like them, although they do not 
see his judgment whilst they live., How then can 
ye say that I am being chastised for evil done by 
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me? These people prove that it is not so. 1 3. Of 
them that rebel against the light ; they abhor light, 
for all their deeds are in the dark. Or, it means : 
God, who is the light of lights. Some explain it: i't 
is they that 'lvere of thenz that rebel against the light, 
and not I, about who1n thou hast said it; namely 
( xxii. 1 4) : thick clouds are a covering· to hinz, that he 
sees not. Far be it from me to speak like this, J;3ut 
it is they that spoke like this: namely :-14. the 
murderer riseth with the light .... -15. saying, No 
eye shall see me. "'J7io~ may be from the root ,,", 
( and mean) 'lvith the setti1~g- of the sun, according to the 
custom of thieves, who go in the dark; and therefore 
he says (v. 13): they know not the way thereof; 
namely, of the light; and to this Bildad replies 
(xxv. 3) : and upon 'lVhonz does not his light arz'se? 
(who) is not visible to him ?-nor do they abide in the 
paths thereof ( v. 13), where the sun shines, lest they 
be discovered. Some explain it: they know not his 
ways, God's ways, who is the God of judgment; they 
therefore acted in the way they did; saying, God sees 
not; and they abode not in the paths of his judgment, 
in which he judges the wicked. (v. 14) With the 
light; immediately, when the daylight has come, with 
the rising of the dawn, when the caravans set out, 
then he goes before them, and sits in ambush on the 
road. Therefore he says : he killeth the poor and 
needy, and takes away his property, which he can do 
by violence only and openly. And in the night, 
when he can take it in secret, he is as a thief, who 
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ransacks houses for the sake of money. Some explain : 
and in the night; if he meet a caravan, in the night, 
near daylight, he is as a thief who ransacks houses. 
Thus he comes in secret and darkness, and snatches 
up all he can, without murdering, and goes away. 
The Agadic explar:iations are well known. (v. 15) 
The eye also of the adulterer, having spoken about 
the thief, who hates the light of the day, he now 
speaks about the adulterer, who resembles him in his 
ways. waiteth for the twilight, z'.e. the evening. No 
eye shall see me. He thinks, he is safe, since no n1an 
sees him. As for God, he does not fear him, for he 
thinks in his heart, that thick clouds are a covering to 
him, that he sees not, as thou hast said about me. 
and a covering, and with a covering on his face, so 
that no man sees him, for he puts a veil over his face. 
Or, he turns hz's face, as (Dan. xi. I 8) : he shall turn 

his face to the i'sles. 16. He digs in the dark,-this 
n1ay refer both to the thief and the adulterer,-to 
enter and to do mischief; and when day comes, they 
shut themselves up. Another explanation is, they 
mark the houses to recognize them in the night. And 
they shut then1selves in to sleep, thinking that no one 
knows "'hat they did in the night, when they hide by 
day. They know not the light of the day, and the 
way thereof. Some explain : they know not the 
light, they do not think that God sees them. 17. For 
together the morning; the morning is night in their 
eyes ; in regard to this, that a man recognizes his 
friend, it is to them terrors and shadow of death. 



166 COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. XXIV. 18. 

Some explain 1"~~, they s}?.ould have known. It 
may be that the morning (is said) to be night in their 
eyes in reference to this, that God knows the terrors, 
i.e. the wicked deeds which they do (in) the shadow 
of death, the night. For they say-since he does not 
kno\v them (?), and they hide with the light of the 
day-\vho will see us and who will know what we did 

by night? and morning and night are together eq9al 
in their eyes. For God knows by day ,vhen they 
hide themselves everything they have done, and 

knows by night the same as by day ; but they do 
not kno\v his light; and ,vhy all this? because they 
do not knozv the light of his zvays, that he is the God 
of j udgmen t. For he is-1 8. light in his fall upon 

the face of the waters, he smooths and makes very 
light for them the slipperiness of their fall on earth. 
The word SSpri denotes lightness. It means that 
their fall is not difficult, and the stroke of severe 
chastisements such that they shall rise up no more, 
to fall into deep pits that they rise not up aga£n 
( Ps. cxl. I I) ; and he shall not turn again by the way 
of the vineyards; to the straights (?) instead of the 
fields of others which they have stolen and mowed off, 

and carried the sheaves of the hungry (v. 10). Then 
shall be done to then1 as they did. I 9. Drought, failure 
of rain, also heat rob him of the waters of the snow, 
the winter. For extreme drought dried up all 
moisture and bloom gained from the waters of winter. 
This is measure for measure, which God metes out 
to them in their lifetime, for the robberies committed 
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by them on vineyards and \vinepresses. And they 
have sinned ( even unto) the grave; they are worthy 

of death by what they have done, for they killed their 
O\vners through thirst and hunger, and murdered them 

if they resisted them. God metes out to them lightly. 
But he should have chastised them, body and soul, 

in their lifetime, like me, for they have sinned even 

unto the g·rave, and are n1ore guilty than I. This is 

R. Eliezer's explanation. Ibn Ezra explains it: What 
is the reward of these wicked men ? that God turns 

unto them morning to shadow of death ; for he knows 

upon them the terrors of the shadow of death, and makes 

them like a thing that floats upon the water, as a reed 

Z:s shaken ( I Kings xiv. I 5) ; and he does not know 

them ; that they perish, they, and their portion, and their 

vineyards by the snow waters, and also drought and 
heat consume them, thus they shall go down to the grave. 
The passage, He is swift, may also be explained thus : 
There is another class of robbers, that commit robbery 

on the sea, because their portion on earth Z:s cursed, 

and they are afraid to practise robbery. They, there­
fore, go on the sea, for if they again go on earth they 
will be cursed and despised ; therefore they are recog­
nized, therefore do they not turn by the 'lvay of the 

vineyards. To the grave have they sinned; there they 

shall receive their judgment, but they shall receive 
no chastisement ,vhile they live. 20. Compassion 
shall forget him, he shall justly be loathed and 

despised whilst he lives, and chastised without mercy, 

and forsaken like me. OJ:TJ, there shall be no man, 



168 COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. XXIV. 2 I. 

whose bowels shall yearn for him. they shall be 
sweet to the worm, like me (vii. 5) wliose flesh is 
clot/zed zvith 1.vornzs. Not that ( xxi. 2 3) : he slzall 
die in his full strength, being 1.vlioll_y at ease and quiet ; 
-he shall be no more remembered, his name shall be 
blotted out ;-and unrighteousness shall be broken as 
a tree, so that no man shall learn from him to do like 
him, and the others remain (?). 2 1. For he shall 
devour the barren because she beareth not, so as to 
cause his name to be remembered ; his seed shall not 
be established for him; and, even if he marry a widow, 
that has borne already, and he wishes to establish off­
spring for himself, he shall do no good to himself 
therewith, for she shall cast her young. The Agadic 
explanation is well known. 2 2. God causes these 
mighty to continue by his power, to let them live, 
because he is longsuffering to then1, and has his eyes 
upon their ways that they stumble not. Or; the 
wicked draweth away other mighty men, that are 
waxen fat and shine (] erem. v. 2 8 ), and pride is a 
chain about their neck ( Ps. lxxiii. 6 )-, by his power, 
to chastise them whilst they live ; so that he rises up 
in the morning, and says : T-f/ould God, it 1.vere even 
( Deut. xxviii. 67 ), and is not sure of his life, for the 
fear of his heart, and the sig·ht of hzs eyes ( Deut. ib. ). 
which the wicked causes hin1. 23. And God-gives 
him to be in security, their liouses are z·n peace f ronz 
fear ( xxi. 9) ; and he rests thereon to do as he pleases, 
thin king : there is no God ; al though his eyes are on 
their ways. Hinz and his companions, he allows hin1 
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to do as he pleases whilst he lives ; and therefore the 
\Vicked does not know it. But-24. They are exalted 
a little; so that he does not reprove them for being 

exalted, so as to be lofty, so that he should always 

have to lo\ver and humble them, and to break their 

haughty arm, if. ( Ps. cii. 1 1) : and thou cast nze away, 
and he was not fully able to do evil. And when they 
are become poor ; if. ( Lev. xxv. 2 5) : if thy brother be 
'l.Vaxen poor; for on account of their great poverty he 

_does not reprove them, for exalting themselves. Like 
all that are taken out of the way, like [the rest] of 

the world that are crushed by chastisement and 

poverty. Or, ,~~~~"'. like ( v. 16) : and iniquity iT~Elp 

stoppeth her nzouth ; ( Is. Iii. 1 5) : kings shall close 
their nzouth against lzinz. The simile is applied to 

the poor of the earth ; then shall their height be as the 

height of the ears of corn; when the tops thereof 
become heavy, they have no more power and arm to 

do evil-to grow. 2 5. And if it be not according to 

my ,vords ; that if he would chastise all of them at 

once whilst they live they would be prevented from 

doing evil ;-Who is it now that will prove me a liar'? 
For then all sinners would hear and be afraid ; but 

now that the ,vicked dies at ease and quiet, and 

is not stricken whilst he lives ; and another dies 

under severe sufferings, and buries his children whilst 

he is alive, as you say about me, it should be a 

lesson to you. How then can you say that I am 

smitten on account of my sins; seeing yourselves 

that those that are completely wicked spend their 



170 COMi\1ENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. XXV. 2. 

days in prosperity ( xxxvi. 1 r) ; the ref ore, there is no 

equal measure to all. 
Job's words express this : if it is so, that because he 

had dealt cruelly with orphans and widows, to others 

. . . . , therefore he is smitten whilst he lives . . . . 

completely wicked men, and they that murder and 

commit adultery; upon whom God does not visit their 

iniquity whilst they live . . .. as he did unto rpe ; 

so that they may know and recognize his ways, that 
he is the God of judgment ; as you say of me ; he 
should then have let them know that he rules all, and 

sees all their works. Bildad replies to this : 

CAP. XXV.-2. Dominion and fear. It means: 

thou hast said that he ought to reprove the wicked 

during his lifetime and to let him know his ways ; and 

to throw his fear upon them, that they should fear and 
dread him. Thus he also says, that he rules, and 

restrains, and throws his fear upon the host of on 
high. Thus he makes peace among them, that the 

prince (tutelary angel) of one nation does not contend 
with that of another nation, and all the host above are 

humble before him. Some explain : and fear with hinz, 
although he makes peace in his high places; which is 

not the case with a human king. For if the latter 

calls for peace, he is afraid. Perhaps thou wouldst 
say : it is because the host of heaven are few ;-there­

fore he says:-. 3. Is there any number of his armies? 
and nevertheless, upon whom does not his light arise ? 
There is no one who can hide from hin1; and it is not 
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as thou hast said, that he conceals and hides his face 
from men, and does not judge then1. For all are 

visited, not one is lacking (Is. xl. 2 6 ). If this be so, 4. 
How then can man be just before God, that he should 

not set his eye and heart upon him, to search and 
visit him? And how can be clean that is born of a 

woman, who is begotten in sin, so that he should not 
bring him into judgment, for every hidden thing 

( Eccl. xii. I 4) ; as thou sayest, that there are vvicked 

~ho are prosperous all their lives, and whom he does 

not bring into judgment. Some explain (v. 3) Is 
there any number of his armies, i.e. the hosts, above 

and below, and none of them all says : the sun has 
not shone upon me, and the moon has not shone upon 

1ne ; for they shine equally upon all, both upon 
servant and master. Thus is his judgment equal 

over all, because he knows their actions and 

their thoughts. Having said: upon whoni does not 

his light arise ; which is, the sun, in the sight of 
all ; he adds :-5. Behold, he removes the moon, 

•~ in the sense of the Targun1 (Aramaic) of ,o, he has 
removed ; for, of all the host of heaven, it ( the moon, 

is the only one that) is covered and hidden, to 

diminish and to become full in its time, without being 

a n1oment too early or too late, and without ceasing to 

follow appointed law; as it is said (Ps. civ. 19): he 

appointed the 1noon for seasons. And the stars by 
night are not pure in his eyes ; that his eyes should 

not constantly be upon then1, to bring forth their 

hosts by number ; cf. (xxxviii. 32) : Canst thou_ lead 
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forth the planets z'n their season ? The word C,"'ry~~ is 
like (Is. xiii. 1 o) : shall not give thez'r light ·f,;p ; the 

~ is paragogic. Some derive it from the root Sil~. 
6. How much more man, ,vho is a slight creature, like 

a worm and maggot, is judged when he dies ; and 
dominion and fear is over him, to rule over hin1, and 

to judge and chastise hin1, and to reprove him con­
stantly; that his eyes are upon him to visit him ~ith­

the visitation of his judgment, and not as thou sayest : 

And God inzputeth z't not for folly ( xxiv. I 2 ). 

CAP. XXVI.-1. Job replies to this: What ans,ver 

is this? All the more, if he (God) is so particular to 

pay everyone the appointed portion, should he judge 
the wicked during their lifetime, to humble them, and 

to throw his fear upon them. And if he makes peace 

in his high places, he should all the more make peace 

among men, that the great should not devour the 
small. And why are there wicked men to whom he 

is longsuffering, and why does he look upon the 

treacherous and is silent? They had given no ans,ver 

to this ; he therefore replies : 2. How hast thou 

given help with thy words to a man of no power, to 

strengthen his weak hands? How hast thou aided the 

arm that has no strength, with might? 3. How hast 

thou counselled the 1nan who has no wisdo1n, in regard 

to this ? Profound wisdom, ( to understand) why the 

,vicked, who steal and rob, live in prosperity. vVhat 

sound knowledge and wisdom hast thou plentifully 

declared? to make the reason known, why one 
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\vicked man dies in his full strength, without mishap 
and sickness, and his seed is established before him ; 

who all his days had been robbing, murdering, and 

comn1itting adultery; whilst another, equally wicked, 

dies in bit~erness of soul ; -and like\vise, one who is 

perfectly righteous? What hast thou ans\vered to 

this ? 4. To whom hast thou made known words 
like these ? For I know myself that donzinion and 
fear is with God ( xxv. 2 ), and that he brings him 
unto judgment in the end. But why does he not 

punish and pay him whilst he lives, so that he may 

take his chastisement to heart ? And because 

Bildad's words were brief, and his answer inappro­

priate, he says to him :-And what breath came forth 
from thee ? "9 is used here like J udg. xiii. 1 7 : what 
is thy nanze? in the event with Menoah ;-conznze 
grant haleine ;-came forth from thy body. Or, it 
was not the spirit of God that spoke in thee, in the 

breath that came forth from thee ; the spirit of the 

Almighty has not made thee understand how to answer. 

And from whom hast thou received these words? 
I 

For thou hast not ans\vered my principal argument, 

\vhen thou sayedst: Hoiu nzuch nzore nzan that is a 
wornz and the son of 1nan that z·s a ivornz (xxv. 6). Is 

it by this, that he crushes him like the moth (iv. 19 ), 

that he will know and recognize that he is the God 

of judgment? 5. They that are deceased shall bring 
forth. I bn Ezra explains it : God causes even the 

dead to bring forth beneath the waters, and the in­

habitants of the earth. The sin1ile is : like grains of 
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seed. He shall know that in the grave, ,vhich is a 
place of concealn1ent, he shall ,vork his ,vill, for 7. he 

stretches out the north. Cf (Ps. cxxxix. r 5): I ivas 

curiously ivrought 1-'n the lo7.vest parts of the earth. 
r[ he dead, i. e. the wicked 'lvho caused tlzeir terror in 

the land of the living (Ezek. xxxii. 2 3-26. CJ. Rosh 
Hashanah, r 7a), to kill, and to commit adultery; and 

they die in peace. They shall be created and brought 
forth again, and live after they died, even beneath the 
waters, and in the moisture of the earth they blossom, 

and live; to recognize and know his judgn1ent; that 
he judged then1 ,vith worms and maggots and rotten­

ness. Thus they are again humbled before him; so 

that thou canst say, that he lets the ,vicked himself 

know that there is a God that ;·udg·eth in the earth 

( Ps. lviii. r 2 ). If this ,vere so, thy answer would be 

appropriate, saying : ho'lv 11zuch 11zore 11zan, tlzat is a 

'lVornz, and the son of vzan that zs a 'lVornz. This 
,vould be a complete comparison regarding a 111an ,vho 
is chastised like me ,vhilst he lives. But it is not so. 

Once a n1an is dead he is not brought forth and 

created again to return to life, so as to know and 

recognize God's judgment, that God judged hin1_ in his 
grave, and that he be humbled. For-6. Naked is 

the grave, the grave is uncovered, in which the dead 
are placed, to be judged by rottenness and ,vorms, 
until their bodies are consumed, to return to the dust. 

And there is no covering fron1 hi111 in destruction, to 
hide there from hin1 ; till they are consun1ed for ever 

and are destroyed ; cf ( An1os ix. 3) : and though the)' 
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hid fronz 11zy sight z'n the bottonz of the sea. Con­

sequently, they shall not return after their death to 
recognize his judgn1ent so as to be hum bled; \vhilst 

in their life they had peace and truth. How shall he 

know and again .... Consequently, thy answer is 
vanity. But by this he i1nposes his fear, his donzinion 

and fear, to make peace in his world, that men of the 

[ strong] arm shall not be uplifted. 7. He stretches 
out the north over empty _space, and hangeth the 
earth upon nothing in order to impose his fear upon 
us. Because it ( the earth) is suspended in the air in 
the centre of the sphere. There is a difference of 

opinion about the word i1t;>"?~ ; some say . . . . the 
,vord na,C,:i ; that the earth is suspended in the air 

without support in the centre of the spheres; and 
some say, evenly balanced, from the root oS:i, (he 

restrained), (in that case) it is one word. 8. He 
bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds, \vhich 

are pierced like a sieve ; in them they are bound 

up, till the time that his \vord comes. 9. He closeth 

in 1he face of his throne, cf. ( Ps. ciii. 1 9) : he has 

established his throne in the heavens. He closes in 
the thick cloud before them-the heavens, that are 

• 
his throne. Cf on this (J er. v. 2 2) : Fear J'e 

not 11ze ? saith the Lord . . . . 1vho have placed, etc. 

And although he closes in and fences off the face of 

his throne, He spreadeth his cloud over him. The 

root of the \vord lW7~ is obtained by removing the 
last letter; in the same ,vay it is explained about the 
,vord w,aSn, the flint;1 rock ( xxviii. 9) ; by removing 
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the last letter, ~aSn is obtained ; ( so-called) because it 
is strong, cf. ( xxxix. 4) : their young ones shall be 
strong; and also :i::,,::,, the co1npass o.f the altar ( Ex. 

xxvii. 5) ; by dropping the :i, 71::, remains, because it 
encon1passes the altar; and D!Jono, as a flake (Ex. 
xvi. r 4) ; and many \\t·ords like then1. ·rSl' = over 
him his cloud, as ( Ps. xvi ii. r 2) : He 1nakes darkness 
his lzz.ding place . . . . darkness o.f waters, thick clouds 
o.f the skies. ro. He has described a circle upon 
the face of the waters, the circle of heaven, and 
the firmament \vhich stretches very far to the wide 

extents of the universe, to the place where the light 
of the universe cannot spread any more. There all 
light is vvith darkness, for nothing is there but 
darkness. Consequently, all is closed before him on 
all sides, unto the pillars o.f heaven ; till the distance 
from ,vhich there is no place round it to look below. 

According to I bn Ezra, the confine o.f lz"g-ht, because 
\ 

all that is above is light, and the opposite belo\v. 
r r. The pillars of heaven, below them, which are 

stretched over empty space, and upon nothing; 
tremble because of the sin of man, and are astonished 
at his rebuke; for they can not hide from him, or 
cover themselves by the stretching of the firmament. 
r 2. And he stirreth up the sea with his power. 

Some say l'~':J is an expression of breaking; and 
others, that it is an expression of rest, as ( Ez. xxvi. 
r 6) : and they shall trenzble z:r'l'liS ; which \Vord can 
also be explained in two ,vays; either they shall 
tre,nble 1vhzle others rest ; or, they shall trenzble at 
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the nziifortunes (breaches) that come over them. 
And by his understanding, by considering the work 

of the world, and setting his heart upon causing them 
to tren1ble ;-he smites through the arrogancy; the 

haughtiness of the sea, whose arrogancy and haughti­

ness he crushes, as one that is slain ( Ps. lxxxix. I I). 
r 3. And by his wind, ,vhich garnished the heavens; 

namely, to purify the heaven by his wind, which he 

causes to pass, in order to purify the firmament above ; 
his hand pierced the fleeing serpent, in the sea, below, 

in the depths of the se9- ; for there is no covering for 

him in the depths of the sea, in the waters of the 

sea. This is in my opinion the same as he snzites 

throug-/z which was n1entioned before ; n77h is an 
expression of killing ; by the stretching of the firma­
n1ent, and by the closing in of his throne, to withdraw 

from hi111. It seems right to explain that : By his 

wz"nd lze g·arnz°.!;hes the heaven, which is joined with : 

his hand pierces throu~g-h the fleeing serpent, is not an 
in terruptioh between : he snzz'tes throug·h the arrog·ancy 

and his handpz·erces the sivift serpent. Cf. (Is. li. 9): 
that cutteth arrogancy, that pz·erces the nzonster. I bn 

.Ezra says that either the iT in the word iTJ~tp is 
paragogic, and its meaning is: setting in order, as 

1DW, beauty, or 11"1DW, his glitterz°ng (J er. xliii. I o) ; or 

that the J. in the word 'in~,~ is paragogic, and that the 

dagesh in the D of niDW is omitted ; D"7~ WO~ is the 
serpent in the sea ; some say, it is Draco, which is 

called serpent, because it is cur~ed, and D"'7~, a bolt~ 

because it bolts through from end. to end.--1'he 
12 
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explanation of R. Eliezer of Beaugency. I 4. Lo, 
these are but the outskirts of his ways, which he has 

limited off, and assigned, to cause us to tremble, and 

to impose his fear upon us; with donzinz"on and fear 

( xxv. 2 ), so that we do not sin in our pride and our 

might. We ought, therefore, to fear hin1, for there 
is no concealment from him. T'he heaven and the 

earth are open, and stretched out in air ; and the sea 

is enclosed by sand. And although these are stretched 
out over empty space and upon nothing,-how little 

a portion is heard of this by the wicked, that they 

should fear him; that one of them should say: the 

earth slipped under me; or, the heavens fell upon me 

fron1 the trembling of the pillars of heaven, and from 

his rebuke ;-so that they should fear hin1 when he 
shakes his \vorld, and their hearts be humbled. And 

even the thunder of his mighty deeds, when he 

thunders, and gives forth his voice to make us tren1ble, 
and to cause his fear to fall upon us, to crush our 

heart-as it is explained in the words of Elijah and 
in the Psaln1s-; who of the wicked understands it, 

and gives his mind to it? Cf. ( 2 Sam. xxii. 14) : The 

Lord tlzundet'eth front heaveu. For all that, the fear 
and dread of him is not upon then1, to be hun1bled by 
the trouble of their heart.-N ow they are silent before 

hin1; and because they are silent, he resun1es his 

words, in order to confirn1 them. For thus far he 

had only briefly spoken, and in regard to Bildad's­
argument (xxv. 2, 6) : Do11zi1tion and fear are 'lvith 

hint, lie nzakes peace, etc. ; how 1nuch 1nore nzan, 'lvlzo is 
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a zuornz, upon \vhon1 he throws his fear, and who1n 
he judges. i-\s to his judging hin1 in the grave ;-he 
replied, that there he does not recognize his judgment 

so as to be punished ; for he will not live again. 
And regarding the fact that he shakes his world and 
causes it to tremble, and smites through arrogance and 
pierces the n1onster, and the thunder of his n1ighty 
deeds--; he does not understand that this is on 
account of his deeds. 

CAP. XXVI I.-r. And Job again took up his par­
able, after the style of the prophets. 2. As God liveth, 
an adjuration, he has removed. . . . . And also in 
the Agada : R ... Simeon explains that this verse teaches 
that Job served God from love ; because no one 
swears by the life of the king unless he serves the king; 
and from the \vords that follow it is evident that this 
is an oath. . . . . As God liveth who hath taken 
away my judgment before his eyes; and the 
Almighty, who has made my soul bitter. 3. For all 
the tin1e that my soul is within me, and the spirit of 
God is in my nostrils-4. If 111y lips shall speak 
iniquity, that I knew myself that I had committed a 
sin for which I deserved to receive such chastisement, 

and to justify you, to flatter you, and say : that you 
justly said that I sinned. f"'or-5. till I die I will not 
put away mine integrity from me, and to be strong 
that I shall not sin. And by this shall my words be 
proved, that I a1n righteous; that-6. I held fast my 
forn1er righteousness, when this trouble can1e over 
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me ; nor will I ever let it go. From this it shall be 
known that I am not hypocritical before n1y creator, 

to say : have mercy on n1e, in the severity of the 
chastisement; my heart shall not be ashamed and 

confounded, to be humbled in suffering from the days 

of n1 y troubles and chastisement. For I have not 
comn1itted a sin that deserved this, so that I should 

be ashamed and confounded in n1y heart. q1ry~ is an 

expression of nn,n, sharne. Some say. that it is an 

expression of haste, as ( x xix. 4) : as I ivas in the da)1S 

of niy youth ; and that it 1neans : and n1y heart shall 
not hasten to admit what you say about this. 7. Let 
be as the wicked mine enemy, whom my creator has 

moved against n1e, to destroy me without cause (ii. 3). 
Or, as my enemy condemns me, so may he himself be 
supposed to be wicked ; and let hin1 that rises up 

against me, \Vho has done evil unto me \Vithout cause, 

be as the unrighteous, for I have not been ,vicked 
against my God. 8. For what is the hope of the 
hypocrite though he get him gain, though he takes 

rnoney, and is rewarded through his hypocrisy? 1'~:;t\ 

fron1 the san1e root as (Exod. xviii. 2 I) : hating· 1'~J. 

u11:fust gain. Or, 1'~J.\ that he perfornzs, that he 
attains his end and object as (Isaiah x. I 2) : And z't 
shall co111e to pass zvhen the Lord _perfornzeth.-When 

he St;;~ casteth away. Or, it is an expression of n~Sm, 
tranquillity, according to ( I bn) I{i111chi and it means : 

If God gives the hypocrite health and tranquillity, \vhat 
is his hope, when 9. trouble comes upon him? But 

if it be asked : how can Sw"' be from the san1e root as 
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,nSw, without a sounded, ? But so it is J er. xii. 1 : ,Sw, 
are at ease that deal very treacherously; but there are 
two fonns of the root, nSwTT and nSw [ transitive and 
intransitive]. It may also mean : G~d Sw\ shall 
disappoint his soul, in his confidence and hope, for he 
expected that his righteousness would be seen again, 
as ( 2 l(ings iv. 28) : do not nSwn deceZ:ve 1ne. Ibn 

Ezra says that Sw" is from the root SSw ; it is 
most probably like (Ex. ii1. 5) : Sw, _put off thJ1 shoes; 
thus he shall take away the soul from the body. And 
he, what did he think to gain by hypocritically saying 
to him: I have sinned, when he has not sinned? Will 
God hear his cry, when trouble comes upon him? and 
is it for this that he hypocritically says : I have 
sinned ? • 1 o. Will he delight himself in the Almighty, 
to ask for that which his heart desires ; he will not 

profit by this, for thus he will not find favour in his 
eyes. In the same sense he said, above ( xiii. 1 5, 16) : 
nevertheless I 7-vill nzaintain 17Z)I waJ1s be.fore hinz. Tlzis 

also shall be nzy salvation, .for the hypocrite shall not 

conze be_fore hinz; who says: I have sinned, kno\ving 
that he has not sinned. He will only be saved, if he 
proves his pure ways before him, if he be righteous; 

but not by being a hypocrite. 11. TTJi~, I will teach 
you concerning the hand of God. 1 2. -Behold, all ye 

yourselves have seen it that-I 3. This is the portion 
of a wicked man with God, as I said, that soIT}e­
times the wicked is not punished whilst he lives, but 
his seed after is punished. For, 14. if his children are 
multiplied at the tin1e of his death, it is for the sword 
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that they are multiplied ;-and his offspring shall not be 
satisfied with bread; but he shall die in his full strenglh, 
being wholly at ease and quiet (xxi. 23). I 5. Those 
that re1nain of him, who choose (?), of his seed after 
him, shall be buried in death, as he said, above 

( xx. 2 6) : it shall consunze that which is lift in his tent. 
And his widows shall not weep, because trouble shall 

come upon them also, as ( 1 Sam. iv. 19) : And his 
daughter in law, P lzz"nehas' ivife, was iv1'th clzild, near 
to be delivered; and as David said ( Ps. lxxviii. 64) : 
Their _priests fell by the sword J. and their widows made 
no lavzentation. And ·his money becomes, after his 

death, common property ; as he proceeds to explain : 
I 6. Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare 

raiment as the clay ; I 7. He may prepare it, whilst 
he lives ; but the just shall put it on after him ; and 
the silver which he heaped up in his life, the innocent 
shall divid~ after him, as ( E eel. ii. 2 6) : but to the 
sinner he giveth travail to gather and to heap up, that 
he vzay give to hi1n that _pleaseth God; whilst he 
thought that his children, and his household, and his 

wealth would be preserved after him. And he, whilst 
he lived, 18. buildeth his house as the moth, and his 
trust is as the spider's house ( viii. 14) ; for his house and 
his money shall be lost suddenly. 19. The rich lieth 

down, but he shall not be gathered, from his bed by 
his wealth. Or, he shall not be gathered, although 

he shall not die. He openeth his eyes from his sleep, 
and he is not, for his wealth. This shall be his 

portion, to be punished in his children and his \Vealth. 
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Son1e explain he lie! h do1.vu = he dies ; aud he shall 
not be g·athered for burial ; and ( the t\vo expressions) 
are not connected. 20. . . . . overtake him like 

waters, that increase constantlv ; thus shall terrors 
,I 

overtake him; troubles upo11 troubles, till his remen1-

brance is lost. 1--Ie proceeds to explain how it becomes 
lost : A tempest stealeth hhn away in the night ; and 

fro111 the place whither the ten1pest thre\\r hi1n-2 1. 

The east wind carrieth him away, and goes, and 
sweepeth him out of his place. He goes forth from 

evil to evil; fron1 tempest to east wind, and he is 
destroyed fron1 the vvorld, this is the " destruction" of 

which he speaks to the1n (xxviii. 2 2 )- 2 2. And he shall 

hurl at him. if he flees from his hand, the arrows 

of chastisement and death; that is the death which 
he mentions below (xxviii. 22). Some say, he 
hurls, he who hurls, as (Gen. xlviii. 2) : [Somebody J 
told Jacob. And not spare, without con1passion; he, 
nevertheless, does not recognize and know whilst he 
lives, God's judgment. 'fherefore those that see it 

23. shall clap their hands at him, and be astonished, 

and hiss at him, because of the destruction of his 

house, to know what this is; and why this is; why 

God has done so to this n1an, after he was not punished 

in his lifetime. 
CAP. XX\T I I I.-1. All commentators agree that the 

verse : Surely there is a mine for silver is connected 

with that which he said before (xxvii. 6) : My right­
eousness I hold fast and w-ill not let -it go. He means: 

\Vhy should I be wicked ; if for the sake of silver; 
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it has a mine ; and so on, about all those things which 

he enun1erates ;-· -except wisdom. But if they were 

right, why should . . . . (?) be necessary, . . . . that 

wisdom is concealed? The only explanation which I 

found to accord with the subject is that of R. Eliezer 

of Beaugency. He explains it thus: Silver has a 
1nine, and for all the things na111ed here, man can 

search out, and find the sources whence they corpe. · 

But that wisdom, about which I am wondering 

why it is, that a man should be punished afterwards 

in his household, not having found (misfortune) whilst 

he lived. Whence is it found, and whence does it 

come? He having spent his years in prosperity, and 
his days in pleasantness, and his seed being established 

before him, and his offspring before his eyes, and not 
being· in the trouble of nzen ( Ps. lxxiii. 5) ;-how can 

we say that that which happened to his house after 
hin1 \Vas in consequence of his sin? He ought, in 

that case, to have been punished himself during his 

life ; ho"' then can the thing be kno,vn, since there 

was only peace and truth in his days? But Destruc­
tion and Death say, ive have heard a runzour thereof 
zvith our ears ( v. 2 2 ). When his seed after him is 

destroyed by tempest, east wind, terrors, bad sufferings, 

shortening of days ; we learn from that destruction 

and death the reason for his judgmen t ; as we shall 

explain later. But the commentators do not discern 

the truth of the thing. Thus it is according to the 

context. We shall now return to the explanation of 
the words in detail.-And a place for gold which they 
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refine, and man can find a place whence to refine it, and 
to bring it forth. 2. And thus also the iron which is 
taken from the dust; and thus also the copper, which 

the workman melts. 4. l'hus also the great stream 

that does not pass away; which breaks forth and 
becomes so strong from 11 flowing, out of a hole, a 
small cleft, fron1 which the water flows little by little, 
till the waters increase and becon1e a large strean1 ; as 
the waters in Ezekiel's vision ( Ez. xlvii. ). Till they 
_are forgotten of the foot; they are diminished_ and 
gone away from man ; he cannot pass through them. 
This source n1an is able to find. l'hus also can man 

find a source for bread ; so that he can say :-5. This 
earth, out of it cometh bread, herbs, and trees. And 

instead of it, and its opposite, there is again a place 
of burning and saltiness, which is turned as it were by 

fire; so as not to grow and produce bread. But-6. a 
place where the stones thereof are sapphire, and the 
dust out of which gold con1es forth, also belongs to 
that place ; this is its source. And this is what he 

said before (v. 3), He has set an end to darkness. And 
in passing he uncovers the secrets of its dark places, 
and out of the furthest bound of that extreme darkness, 
he can search out and find, and know its furthest 
bound. The stones of thick darkness and of the 

shadow of death. It means : even the thing that is 
locked up and hidden in the dark places of the earth 
below like tlze stones of thz°ck darkness; it seems to 1ne 
that, in ref ere nee to this, it is -said in God's speech 

(xxxviii. 6) : vf7ho laz'd the corner stone thereof; but 
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wisdom cannot be found on earth, metaphorically 
( v. I 4) : The deep saith, it z·s not in 11ze-F or the 
earth itself, which produces bread, precious stones; 

and gold, saJ'S 1·t 1s not in nze ( v. 14) : and this wisdon1 
does not come forth from me, as bread, and gold, and 

precious stones co1ne forth. And even that- 7. path 
\vhich no bird of prey knoweth, ~:~ = birds, winged 
creatures ; neither hath the falcon's eye seen it, not 

even the eye of the falcon, that sees farthest of all 
birds, has seen it-8. They have not trodden it, they 

went not that vvay ; or, they did not reach it, so as to 
see it-the sons, the owners, of pride and might, and 
strength. It n1eans, that even the \vild birds, and the 
beasts of the fields that are outside the inhabited lands, 
are not found there, so much is it hidden and concealed 
from the inhabited part of the world, like the garden 
of Eden. Nevertheless it is searched out and found 
in the world. And even if it is completely hidden from 
man, its waters and streatns go forth into the world, 

and are known to us. This is what he says :-9. 
He putteth forth his hand upon the flinty rock ; God 

puts forth his hand upon the flinty rock of that place, 
and of that path. He overturns its arrangements and 
its stones by their roots, to bring forth from underneath 
them the mighty rivers. For·- 10. in the rocks 

of that place, he cutteth out channels; and every 
precious thing, and that which is hidden. gold, that is 

g·ood, and bdelliu1n, and onyx stone of that place, his 

eye seeth, and discovers to the world, by n1eans of-
1 1. the rivers that issue thence ; as he proceeds to 
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explain : That f ro111 "::r::i, the hidden and en tangled 

place; if. (Ex. xiv. 3) : the)' are enta1~gled by the land. 

It 111cans : ,vith the entangle1nent, i.e. the rocks, he 

bindeth the streams, and closes, and surrounds the 

countries of this world; as it is said : (Gen. ii. ro, 14) : 

and a rZ:ver canze forth /1-'011z JJ den, ti 11 : zvhich g·oes to 

the east o.f A ss;1r£a-zvlzz"ch conzpasscs the w11ole land of 

r.lavzlalz. And thus all of them, in that they con1pass 

and bind the world. The thing that is hid bringeth 

he forth to light. That which was hidden from men, 

becomes visible when the waters dry up; nan1ely, that 

God made it (?) Or, the desirable and precious things 

that are therein are hidden fron1 the eyes of man ; he 

brings then1 forth to light for them, till they know 

where they co111e from. But-I 2. l'hat exalted wisdom, 

to know why the wicked are at ease during their life, 

and lost after death, has no source, nor is it revealed ; 

so that man could recognize its way, and the place 

where it shall be found by hin1, so that he can reach 

it. For many wicked people, like the generation of 

the flood, and the men of Sodom, who endured in 

tranquillity for many days, existed for many genera­

tions, one after another, in great prosperity. And 

many people that were robbed and n1urdered, died in 

their n1isfortunes, which were inflicted on them. They 

had no helper or avenger. But they ( the former) 

spent their days in prosperity, and their years in 

pleasantness ( xxxvi. 1 I); and when several genera­

tions perished after them, who shall find out the way 

in which they were destroyed, and the place of the 
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source 7.vhence their perdition arose? 1 3. Man 

knoweth not the price thereof, to estimate and buy it, 

for it is not found in the land of the living; z'.e. man 

cannot learn it from all those judgments ,vith which 

God judges them. But it is found in the land of 

destruction and death, as it is said below. And even : 

1 4. The deep and the sea, which are deeper and more 

hidden than all other places, even they say, that it 

is not in them. For no n1an is able to roam, and 

search in the botton1 of the sea to find it. Much 

precious wealth and desirable stones will be found 

there, but this cannot be found there. 1 5. Gold 

cannot be given, ii1r;, = pure gold, for it, so that one 

be able to find it. This applies also to all the following 

(instances). 16. It cannot be valued, ,1~9~ is an 

expression of valuation, if. (Lan1. iv. 2) : that nzay be 

weighed agaz·nst gold. r 7. And its exchange, z'. e. nor 

its exchange ; for the word and not refers to both 

expressions. 1 8. And deferred is wisdom ; 7tp9 = 
deferred hope it is to reach the source of this wisdom 

which is above ·rubies. And since this wisdom cannot 

be valued against all desirable things, so as to obtain 

it-20. Whence then cometh this wisdom, so as to 

reach the place of its source, and its way? 2 I. And 
it is hid from the eyes of all living. These two verses 

refer back to the beginning of his words ; namely 

(vv. I 2, I 3): But 'l.Vhere shall wisdonz be found? It i's 

not found in tlze land of the livz'n<f· This is what he 

says: and z't is hid fronz the eyes of all livz'ng. He 

wants to say in connection with this (v. 24) : For he 
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looketh to the ends of the earth. And \Vi th (v. 7) : 
that path no bird of prey knoweth, is connected : 2 2. 

Destruction and Death say. He only says : and it is 
kept close fro1n the fowls ·of the air (v. 2 I), because he 

wants to say in connection there\vith ( v. 24) : For he 
looketh to the ends of the earth. And connected with 
(v. 7): that path no bz'rd of prey kno'lveth is: But 
Destruction and Death say; when he destroys and kills 
then1. And after their death we learn from these two 
judgments, the judgn1ent of the wicked, that they died 
and were destroyed for their sins. 'T'his he proceeds to 
explain : 23. God understandeth the way thereof, the 
way of wisdom and the judgn1ent of the wicked. And 
he knoweth the place thereof, and the source of that 

wisdom, whence the judgn1ent of destruction and death 

can1e to then1. 2 4. For he looketh to the ends of the 
earth, and seeth under the whole heaven; and no way 
or place is hid from hi1n ; and not as the eye of the 
falcon and the bird of prey. 'T'he sense of: He seeth 
under the whole heaven, is, to provide for the wants 
of the created beings. 25. To make a weight for the 
wind, every country according to its strength; And he 
n1eteth out the waters by measure, to water the whole 
earth : for there is n1oist and there is dry ground 
which needeth water : and therefore rain doth not fall 
in Egypt, for the river is there. i\.nd also we may 
explain and he meteth out the waters by measure, to 
direct his \vorld and judge it, whether for n1ercy, or 

for correction (xxxvii. I 3); as he said, above (xxvii. 
20, 2 1, 2 2) : A teJJtpest stealeth hi11z a'lvay in the niglit, 

' 
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i.e. the ,vind ; the east iv£nd carrieth hi11-z away, and he 

departeth, and he hurls rain upon hi11z, according to the 

judgment of the wicked ;-rain falls upon the wicked. 

This is the wind and rain by which he directs and judges 

his world, and which he gives forth from his store­

houses by weight and measure, according to what is 
necessary. And then-26. When he makes a decree 

for the rain, and n1akes a way for the lightning of the 

thunders, that not many should go forth together. 

They are called 1.,:rq, because at the time of the 

thunder the lightning comes forth, which is visible 

to the eyes, and makes a path for his wrath and 

anger with the wicked only, to disturb and frighten 

them. For the others he works according to the 

decree of the rain, to preserve then1 alive ; like a king 

that con1es to a city, and shows his troops the house 

of his enemies, with the alarm of war, to devour and 

to destroy, so that they should not touch others. 

Thus he also 1nakes a way for the lightning, for the 

rain of punishment, with the thunder of his voice, 

against the house of the wicked, to destroy thc1n. In 

this way he announces to the world the way of wisdon1 

and understanding, and the place thereof which they 

sought ; as he ex plains :-2 7: Then he did see its place 

and its \vay, i.e. the way of their judgn1ent, and the 

place of their destruction, how it was ; and declared 

it to the world. Or, ,71-:,~0~1 = and he put it in a book 
-and searched it out thoroughly, nan1ely, the way of 

their judgment. And then-28. Unto the man he 

said, about this: and ,vhy these are destroyed 1nore 
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than the rest. For they wondered at this ; why did 

God do thus rnore to this n1an than to the others ? 
This saying· unto 1nan is like ( Ps. xix. 2) : The heavens 
declare the glory of God; they have no speech nor 

language ; but since their works declare to the 

children of n1an, it is, as if they then1selves declared.­

Behold, the fear of the Lord is the way of the wisdom 
which ye sought for; and thence such judgment goes 

forth to then1, because they prevailed by their strong 

arn1 and caused the-ir terror in the land of the livz'ng 
(Ezek. xxxii. 23---26).-And to depart from evil is the 

place of understanding, about \vhich you asked. For 

his generation perished from the world because he 

did not depart fron1 evil. But, in any case, on earth 

it is not found, for then1 to recognize and to know, 

the profound wisdon1, z:e. this judgn1ent; for it (that 

wisdon1) proceeds f ron1 the fear of God, and from 

departing from evil ; and for them to be reproved. 

. . . . (?) Since they en joyed in their life peace and 

truth, therefore they do not consider it whilst they 

live; nor will other wicked n1en recognize his judg­

n1en t in their death. And even, on seeing the 

judgment of the generation of these evildoers, they 

shal1 say: if (it \Vere) on account of the fear of God 

and the departing fron1 evil, they had been punished 

whilst they lived. This is the context. R. Joseph 

I(ara's explanation of (v. I 8): And the drawing of 
wisdom more than rubies, on a distant journey, and 

the clra wing along of paths, they are n1ore able to carry 

wisdom than rubies--would be a correct explanation 
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if it fitted in with the manner in which he explains 

the context. 

I am of opinion that ( v. 2 2) Destruction denotes : 

the fools that are already perished from the world, 

and the wise who are dead,-as ( Ps. xlix. 1 1) : For 
he seeth the ivise 1nen d£e, the .fool and the brutish 
together perish - they know only ,vhat they say : 

(v. 23) God understandeth the way thereof. Now 

that we reached the end of this section, I say that 

those four elements 111entioned here; viz., fire, water, 

air (wind), and earth, occur in close connection, in 

several passages. ln this reply (v. 24): To the ends 
of tlze earth, £. e. earth ; under the whole heaven, i. e. 
fire ; ( v. 2 5) To nzake for tlze ivind . . . . and he 
1netetlz out the ivaters. 'I' hese are the four elen1ents, 

because everything consists of then1. At the corr1-

n1encement of the Book of Genesis (i. 1, 2) : The 
heaven and the earth-and the ivind of God hovering· 
over tlze ivaters. In Isaiah ( xl. 1 2, 1 3) : vVho has 
nzeasured the ivaters in the hollozv of his hand, and 
nzeted out heaven iv£tlz the span, and conzprehended 
the dust of the earth £n a nzeasure-Who lzas nzeted 
out the ivz.'nd of God? In the Proverbs ( xxx. 4) : 

Who /zath ascended up into heaven,-ivho ltath gathered 
the ivz"nd-, who hath bound the ivaters-, ivho lzath 
established all the ends o__f the earth ? At tbe beginning 

of Ecclesiastes (i. 6 ). rfhe con1mentator who takes 

there in the phrase niin 1S1n ::i::no ::l::liD, - niin 

turneth about continually-- the word niin to n1ean 

the side, is n1istaken. For niin, the wind is men-
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tioned there as one of the four elements enumerated 

there : the sun, the rivers, and the earth ; conse­

quently n,,n, the wind is one of then1. '"fhe n1eaning 

is : the wind turnetli about continually in its course ; 

the \Vind goes on its journeys and n1akes its circuit, 
in the same ,vay as the sun. 

Job having shown us proofs that the generation of 

the 'Nicked is punished for the iniquity of the father, 

further wants to prove, regarding his own ways, that 
he had always feared God, and departed from evil ; 

and that he had not to undergo his sufferings on 

account of lack of fear ( of God), and integrity of 

way. T'herefore he proceeds explaining: 

CAP. XXIX.-1, 2. He continued .... Oh, that 

I were again as in the months of old, and not as ~he 

idle 111onths \vhich are now 1ny possession. As the 

days in which God preserved me, and hedged rne in 

on all sides. 3. -;C,ry~ = When shined, if. (Is. xiii. r o) : 

shall not g·ive their ligli!. Above my head ; the light 

can1e to me f ro111 above to give light to n1y feet. By 

its light, of his lamp mentioned here, I walked in 

darkness; at the time of darkness to the wicked, and 

the day of trouble, I had light and rejoicing. Oh, 

that this were again the case. 4. As I was in the 

days of my winter ; because the time of winter is 

called a fit time of irrigation and moisture, therefore 

he designates thus the udys of his youth ; or, as in 

the '"J'almud (e.g. Abodah Zarah 7 5a) : .,D7Q, the early 

and the late; or, as (2 Sam. xxiii. 9) : as they defied 
13 
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the Pliilist£nes. When the secret of God, ,~o::i friend­
ship; if. (Ps. ii. 2) : take counsel, (Ps. Iv. I 5) : 'lve took 

szveet counsel. Upon my tent, to guard it against all 

evil occurrence. In the same way he says : 5. When 
the Almighty was yet, etc. 6. When my steps were 

washed with butter, iit;)D defective, without ~, for 

n~on. C.f. ( 1 Sam. xxxi. I o) : jW r,i::i Beth-Shan, else­

where (Josh. xvi i. I 1) : ,~w r,,::i Beth-Shean. It is a 

metaphor, to say that the land was flowing with milk 
and honey for him. And the rock flowed [for me 

rivers of oil] ; p~i:~~; = flowed; as (Deut. xxxii. r 3), he 
1nade /z,irn suck honey out of the rock. Or, as (Ezek. 

xxiv. 3) : pour zvater into it, an expression of pouring. 
7. When I went forth to the gate, which is the place 

of judges and elders. ri:,j:? = TT"'1P, city ; Job being of 
the elders of the city; c.f. (Prov. viii. 3): Beside the 

gates, at the entrance o.f the city, where ri,;:, "'!JS = "'!JS 
;;,,pn, i.e. the city and the streets ; as ( R .. uth iv. I) : 

N ozv Boaz zvent up to the gate, and set lzi11z dozvn there. 

My father-the memory of the just is for a blessing­

explained : When I went forth to the gate, at my 
rnere going forth beside the gate. I prepared my seat ; 
when-8. The young men saw me, they hid them­

selves from me, and fled, and the old ones rose up. 
So that it was not necessary for n1e to say to them : 

give place to nze that I 11zay dwell (Is. xlix. 20 ). 'I'he 
expression of "hiding " is suitable to young n1en, for 

they are swift on their feet, and the expression of 
" standing " is suitable to the aged, for this is the way 
of the world. 9. The princes refrained from talking, 
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for they were afraid to speak in my presence. There­
fore-10. The voice of the nobles; were hid, i.e. their 
words in their mouth. And why all this? 1 r. For 
the ear heard my words, it declared me happy, n1ore 
so than any of them ; and the eye saw 1ny righteous 
deeds, it gave witness unto me, that I was fit to 

judge. The expression of " witnessing" is applicable 
to the eye, and that of '' declaring happy,. to the 

ear ; if. ( Ps. lxxii. 17) ; All nations shall call hint 

/.zappy. Because-I 2. I delivered the poor that cried; 
when he cried that he was oppressed ; I did not 
respect the person in judgment, and was not afraid of 
anyone ; and the same with the fatherless. 13. The 
blessing of him that was ready to perish, who had to 
wander from his inheritance, came upon me, that I 

should bring him forth from the hand of th_e robber ; 

as he explains below ( v. I 7) : I brake the jaws of the 

unrighteous; and the same with the widow, who has 
no one to assist her against those that rob her. It is 

the reverse of ( Is. i. 23): they do not judg·e the father­

less, neither doth the cause of tlte rzvi{iorzv ronze unto thenz. 

14. I put on righteousness, to do like a man who 
clothes nimself in a garment that fits hi1n according to 
his figure and to his measure ; so that everybody 

said : judgment and right fit Job when he sits in the 
gate. And as a robe and a turban, that fitted me, so 
was my justice. These two garn1ents are n1entionecl, 
because they are visible over the other clothes. 1 5. 

I was eyes to the blind, to show them the good and 

right w~ y. 1 6. I was father to the needy to support 
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their life. And the cause which I knew not, \vho \Vas 
the 111ore \vicked, I ·used to search out ; if (Deut. xiii. 

1 5) : thou shaft inquire and nzake search. r 7. 1'hus I 
used to break the jaws of the unrighteous, of that 

\Vicked n1an, and from his teeth I used to pluck the 

prey which he had snatched, and returned it to its owner. 

In this sense the Sages use the expression : break his 

teeth z'n judg·nzent. r 8. And I said in my heart, with 

my nest I shall die, my seed shall be established, and 

my offspring shall be before me when I die. I shall 

multiply my days as the sand of the sea, in good old 

age ; but, according to the Masorah, which says : " it 
occurs twice, in two meanings," it may be explained 

that s~n is a bird of that name \Vhich lives for a long 

time; and he says : I • thought to live like that bird. 

And I said in rny heart, 19. M_y root is spread out to 
the waters, underneath me ; and the dew sh·all night 

upon my branch, on the top of n1y branch-"''J''¥P = the 
branches of a tree, cJ. ( Ps. lxxx. r 2) : she sent out her 

branches unto the sea. So that, this-20. my glory is 

fresh in me; it is everlastingly being refreshed, 
because of the moisture within rne, which is of the 

waters of n1y judgn1ent and the dew of 111y righteous­

ness. And my bow in my hand, i.e. my strengt0, cJ. 
(Gen. xlix. 24): And his boiv abode in streng-th; shall 

renew its strength, as it is planted by the streams of 

\Vater; they shall honour 111e for ever ; cf (Is. xl. 3 1) : 
but they tlzat ivazi upon tlze Lor·d shall reneiv their 

strength. He explains that glory :-2 r. Unto me they 
gave ear and waited, and hoped unto n1y words. 
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\i\Thilst now they laugh at me, and 1ny glory is changed 

to disgrace, and rny bo,v is turned against n1yself; as 

he says ( xxx. r r) : he hath loosed 11zy cord, 1·.e. the 

bowstring. I bn Ezra explains 9,7ryr:, as ( Prov. xxxi. 

8) : 91Sn ,J::i su,ch as are read_), to pass awa;1 ; I shot 

the arrow and 111issed not. This is the context. They 

kept silence, in parallelisrn to they waited. 2 2. After 

my words they spake not again, to say, thy counsel 

is not good this time,-my speech dropped, and n1y 
words were accepted, the reverse of ( Micah ii. 6) : 

they slzall not drop thez'r ivord to these ; ( Amos vii. I 6) : 

drop not th;1 word against tlie house of Isaac, for they 

will not accept thy words. 23. And they waited for 

me, this is the explanation of that which he said before 

( v. 2 r) : Unto nze nzen gave ear and waited.--as for 

the raz'n, ,at the time of dearth of rain ; and they 

opened their mouth wide as for the latter rain, z'.e. the 

summer rain, which sinks into the ground at the time 

of the heat. He compares his word to the latter rain; 

1neaning, he only spoke at a time fit for speakii1g. 

24. If I laughed at them, they believed it not, to such 

an extent was the fear of rne upon the1n. For n1y 

words were so much words of justice and wise judg­

n1ent that they did not think that words of laughter 

would be in my mouth, as in that of other men. And 
the light of my countenance they cast not down, they 

do not consider my countenance in all that I said to 

then1. Cf. (J erem. iii. r 2) : I shall not cast nzy coun­

tenance upon you. For the casting of countenance is 

synony1nous with bearz."ng the countenance. Or, the 
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111eaning is : in the ordinary course of the world, if a 

1nan is beautiful, and another more beautiful comes 

against him, he causes his figure to fall down ; or, if 

one is a wiser counsellor than hi1nself, his countenance 

will fall, as in the case of H ushai the Archite, who 

said ( 2 Sam. xvii. 6) : Ahitophel's counsel is not g·ood 

this tinze-; and they believed H ushai. 2 5. I chose 
out their way. I did not find in the con11nentaries 

. . . . For he n1eans to say this : I did choose, and 

they did not depart either to the right or to the left ; 

but they fallowed after me ; and when I sat, I sat as a 
chief; and when I dwelt, I was an1ong thern as a king 

in the army; and when I was arnong mourners, I was 

like those who con1fort the n1ourners ; for the one who 

is the most i111 portan t and the oldest is the co111f orter, 

as Eliphaz among his friends. 

CAP. XXX.-1. But now they laugh. He com­

mences his words : But now the young laugh ; and 

who are they? Those whose fathers even I disdained, 

who were better than they. But I disdained them, 

because of their wickedness, to be my shepherds, to 

keep n1y flock with my dogs ; for I was afraid that 

they would eat the rams of my flock (Gen. xxxi. 38) 

( and take) the fleece and the milk. 2. Also the 
strength ; even the strength of their hands, to till my 

fields, wherefore unto me ? even for this I disdained 

them. For ripe age is perished in them ; the time of 

the crops, and harvest, and vintage, so as to enjoy 

thereof. 3. For with want and famine they are 

driven lonely outside the habitation of man, as he 
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proceeds to explain. Some explain : A /so the strength, 
etc. ; 'lvhen do theJ1 laugh at nze ? if they are rich, 

what is their wealth unto me? as he said ( vi. 2 2) : 

Did I saJ', gz"ve unto 1ne ? The ripe age is perished, 
they shall perish before their time, and will not 

prolong life so as not to co111e to the grave in a full 

age (v. 26). □"P7i1iJ = they flee to the deserts, to a 
land of dry ground, of gloom of wasteness and desola­

tion; where the dry ground produces no food. w9~ = 

darkness, where there is no shelter. n~iID, bruine; if. 
{ Ezek. xxxviii. 9) : And thou shaft ascend, thou shaft 
co.nie like a stornz, thou shaft be like a cloud to cover the 
land; it is the sweeping rain which con1es with a 

tempest. 4. They pluck salt-wort, it is a bitter herb ; 

in the language of the Mishnah (?) : tlzey broug·ht salt­
wort upon tables of gold (vide Kiddushin, 66a). By 

the bushes, instead of fruits of the tree in their season, 

such as the vine and the fig-tree, they shall eat that 

herb. And the root of the broom is their food, 

instead of the produce of the field. I bn Ezra explains 

it : Salt'lvort and even the leaves of D"tp, the tree; cf. 
(Gen. xxiv. 63) : to 'lvalk bet'lveen the trees z·n the field. 
Some say, 09ry~ means to 'lVarnz thenz. l~ or-5. they 
are driven forth from the midst, from the habitation 

of men, and no man takes them in to do his work, 

and they cry after the!Il as after a thief, when they 

want to work with people in the house or in the field ; 

as if a thief had come, so great had been their wicked­

ness when they lived among men. 6. J>i1~~' In the 
clefts of the valley, there they shall dwell ; in holes of 
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the earth and of the rocks, \vhen they cry after them ; 
if. (Ps. lxiii. r 1) : they shall be a portion for the foxes, 
that hide the1nselves in holes like thern. Or, r~,~~ 

denotes a place, where 1nan is afraid to go. The 

'"f argun1 of trp~ is rl>So, rocks. 7. Among the bushes, 

among the trees of the forests they cry without food, 

for they will long to con1e into an inhabited place. 
1'he' il of ~PQ~: stands instead of~. Under the nettles, 

~n~H?;, they are gathered, one close to the other, so as 
to conceal themselves. S~,ry is a kind of thorn ; as 

( Prov. xxiv. 3 1) : the /ace thereof was covered with 
nettles. 8. As disgraceful men; as nameless men, they 

are outcasts from the land, as he said ( v. 5) : the)' are 
drivell forth froni the nzidst of men ; on account of 

their wickedness. Therefore I n1yself disdained them, 

to have then1 for my servants ; as he said above. 9: 

And now 1 anz be~onze their song·, for they laugh at 

n1e ; / anz a byivord unto tlzern, if. ( Deut .. xxviii. 3 7) : 
for a proverb and a byword. 1 o. They abhor me, they 

stand aloof from me, as I disdained them for their 

wickedness ; measure for 111easure. And spare not to 

spit in my face, as (Is. 1. 6) : / hz·d not nzy face Jronz 
shanze and spittzizg·. I 1. For he has loosed my cord, the 

string of 1ny bow, which he mentioned above ( xxix. 

20) : I thought it would renew in my hand. God 

loosed it before them, and I a1n I].Ot able to shoot ; for 

n1y bow is not in strength (Gen. xlix. 24), for the 
string is loose. And if you say that I have the 

strength to stretch my bow as forn1erly; to this I 
say: And he weakened me, he weakened rny strength 
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( Ps. cii. 24). And the bridle, which I held upon their 

cheeks \vhen they had fear before me, they cast away, 

and forsook, and they shook off the yoke. It is usual, 

\vhen a 111an tears his bonds, he is called deschevetre, 

like a horse that has no bridle, which fled f ro1n his 

n1aster and kicks. I 2. Upon my right hand the brood, 

the n in no7:;:, is paragogic as in nn"'J, pleasant ; it is 

like ni!:l, and in the I'almud ( Succah, 5 1 a) : "'n1!:l, the 

;1ouths of the priestlzood. It n1eans, the generation that 

have only recently grown in honour. Or, it n1eans: 

like flowers that bloom forth all round a tree, so they 

rise against me on all sides to laugh at n1e. He says 

upon my right hand . . . . or, upon my right hand, 

the place where n1y strength used to be. They sent 

forth my feet frotn my place, to go away from then1, 

they sent .... and when they sa\v, that .... my 

enemies pursued n1e with their scoffing. It may also 

mean . . . . And they cast up against 1ne the roads 
of; they say, thus Job deserves that which we see 

now, and they judge me according to the destruction 

\vhich they deserve. According to I bn Ezra, ~C:;,b;1 is 

of the san1e root as ( Ezek. xxviii. 24) : nSo, a pricking 

brier. And if you say, n1y brethren and friends stood 

up against then1, to chase the111 away fron1 me; I 

answer :-1 3. They mar my path; this is what he said 

before: they sent away my feet, to lead me away 

fron1 the road. And who are they? those that are 

my calamity and n1y breach, they ought to have helped 

me. Or, they help to my calamity, to add still 

more to my misfortune ; and there is no helper unto 
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me of all 111 y friends, against those vain men. It 

tends only to shame and disgrace. And because I 

have no helper- r 4. As a wide breaking in, a break­

ing in of water which is wide, they come against n1e ; 

na1nely, those vain men, to disgrace and persecute 

n1e. In the midst of the ruin, like a ruin, z·.e. sweep­

ing rain ; they roll themselves upon me. The verse 

presents a parallelisn1. Or, it means : In the midst of 

the ruin, that \V h ich he n1en tioned above ( v. 3) : the 

gloonz zvasteness, or as wide breaking in ;-do the 

111isfortunes come over n1e, that are the paths of their 

destruction. 1 5. Terrors are turned upon me, this 

is also parallel to that which was said before. The 

terrors chase as the ten1pestuous wind, my nobility and 

my honour, (and they turn) to conte1npt and disgrace, 

if. (Ps. Ii. r 4): and uphold nze zvith a zvilling spirit. 

And as a cloud passed by, vvhich the wind drives by; 

thus my welfare passed away frorn rne. 1 6. For this 

my soul is poured out within me ; that days of 

affliction and pain have taken hold of me. I 7. In 

the night, when I should have rested, are my bones 

pierced-,p~ = are pierced-from off me, by the worms 

and 1naggots in me, and they that gnaw me, i.e. the 

\V0rms and maggots, take no rest from piercing my 

flesh. Menahen1 explains "R7i1)-those that flee from 

me-as the days of his life, about which he says in 

the evening, zvould God it were 1nornz"ng ; and in the 

nzorning, would God it zvere evening ( Deut. xxviii. 67 ). 

R. J acob 1 in his \vork, vvhich he composed on Dunash. 

who says that "pii, are the sinews, in accordance 
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with Ibn Ezra who says that sinews are called O"j)11' 

in Arabic, says that he explains it thus, because it 

was said : days of affliction have taken hold of me. 
Or, besides the days of affliction, also ·rp,_1,, his 

pursuers, n1ake hirn flee, and do not rest frorn pursu­

ing hin1 ; namely, Eliphaz and his companions, of 

whom he said (xix. 22, 28): Why do ye persecute nze 
as God,-1/ ye sa;,, Hoiv ive ivill persecute lzi11z. 18. 

By great force my garment is stripped off me. CJ 
( 1 I(ings xxii. 30) : Disg-uise thyself and ,fO into the 

• battle ; it is an expression of stripping of garn1ents ; 

and he 111eans : when I strip off 1ny garn1ent to put 

on another. And why (is it stripped off?). According 

to my coat, as large as my coat is, I am girded and 

enveloped in it, and it all so sticks on my body from 

the amount of moisture of my sores, as the girdle 

sticks to the loins of man ; therefore great strength 

is required to separate it from my flesh so it sticks to 
my body. I also heard ( the following explanation) : 

With great strength my garment was stripped off, 

when I was healthy and stout; but now it is like the 

opening of my coat, which is narrow ; namely, the 

place of the girdle, and no more; from extreme thin­

ness and leanness of the body. 19. It has shown me 

into the mire; son1e explain it : these boils have shown 

and taught me to sit upon the earth. It may be 

an expression of (Ex. xv. 4) : he has cast into the sea ; 
he has cast and thrown me into the mire, and whilst I 

live I am become like dust and ashes. 20. And in 

all these I cry unto thee, 0 God, to save me, but 
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thou dost not answer me. I stood; and when I was 
silent, and did no n1ore cry, cf. in the history of Ezra 

( N eh. viii. • 5) : and all the people stood, which is an 

expression of silence. And thou didst look at 1ne to 

hear n1y cry. And at the tin1e that I held my peace, 

and I thought that thou wouldst save 1ne, it was not 

so,-2 1. But thou wast turned to be cruel ; with thy 

strong hand thou didst persecute me ; as a man, 

whose cne1ny has fallen into his hand, and he does 

not want to ki11 hi,n at once, but inflicts on him new 

punishrnents every day. And why withal doest thou 

keep me alive such a long tin1e? 2 2. Thou shalt lift 

me up, and cause me to ride unto the wind, and 

remove me quickly from the world ; and let the vigour 

melt away; and let the vigour which is in me, to the 

prolongation of my life, melt from me. Thus it 

seems unto n1e ; that the r, of ,~,?-ici:, is ( the r, of the 

third person, and) not of the second person as the 
com,nentators say. 2 3. For I know for certain that 

thou wilt bring me to death for there is a house 

appointed for all living, and I a1n not better than nzy 

fathers (1 I(ings xiv. 14); and Godivillnot respect the 

life ( 2 San1. xiv. I 4) even of a perfectly righteous 

man. I bn Ezra explains it : that hast lifted me up by 
the \Vind and caused 1ne to • ride, and I know of a 

truth, that thou causest 1ne to n1elt, which is the 

opposite of "thou causest me to ride." 24. Surely not 

in a sweeping away, and \Vith an overrunning flood 

to make a full end (Nahu111 i. 8); cf. Is. xxviii. 17): 
and the hail siveeps a7.va;,; shall he put forth his hand 
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against them, to s,veep them away 'lvitlz the hesonz of 

destruction (Is. xiv. 23), like me; though in his 
destruction; those upon whom he brings destruc­

tion and plague, even they have .!J~W, i.e. confidence, 

~t1m as (Is. xvi i. 7) : TTl'm\ a nzan shall look unto his 

Maker; they trust to have hope and a future. .'.?~m 

n1ay also be an expression of weakening, they shall 
not last long 1.11 their chastisen1ent, but die and be at 
rest. The latter explanation is correct. ,.,D = distress ; 
the word only occurs in this book. I bn Ezra explains 

"l'J. as (Is. xvii r) : a ruinous lzeap, meaning the grave, 
namely ; there is no one to µut forth his hand to help 

him when in the grave, and to give aid at the tin1e of 

distress. 2 5. Did I not weep for the n1an that was 
in trouble, ,vhen distress and darkness can1e unto him? 

Is it not true, that thou art turned to be cruel ( v. 2 r ), 
although the trait of cruelty was not found in me? 
My soul grieved for the needy, when he cried unto 
rne ; and I cry and thou dost not answer. This refers 

to the passage above. 1 ... his is not right, that-26. I 

looked for good, to con1e unto n1e for this; 1neasure 
for measure-and I waited for light, (to shine) for 
this ; but thou hast no 111ercy with n1e, and dost only 

chastise me. 2 7. For my bowels boil and are burned ; 

if. ( Lan1. ii. r I) : nzy bo'lvels are burnt ;-with con1-

passion with the poor, or from suffering, and rest not, 

~r2l"J = refrain themselves ; if. (Josh. x. r 3) : and the 
sun stayed, and in all sin1ilar expressions. And no,v­

days of affliction are come upon me. And I go-

28. ,,p, blackened and wrinkled ; without sun ; for 
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this blackness is not from the burning of the sun. And 
I stand up in the assembly, and cry with weeping and 
lamentation. 29. Like monsters and ostriches ; whose 

nature it is, as it is written in the book of l\1icah (i. 8) : 
I 7.vill nzake a 'l.Vazlzng like 1nonsters, and a nzourning· 

like the ostriches. 30. My skin is black upon me, from 
the afore-n1entioned blackness ; and my bones burned 

and dried up from suffering, ::i,n "'JO = more than 

drought which is great ; if Ezek. (xxiv. ro) : and let 
the bones be burned ;-and no one has compassion with 

n1e. It all refers to (v. 2 r) : thou art turned to be 

cruel. 3 I. And my harp is turned to n1ourning. 

CAP. XXXl.-1. So n1uch was I afraid of him that 

-I made a covenant with my eyes; for I thought, 
why should I look upon a maid at the dance: to spy 

out after my eyes and my heart; so that I sin not, 
even in n1y thought. 2. And what ; and now, what 
is the portion of God above for this; and what is the 
heritage from the Almighty for this from on high ? 

Where is his good reward, now that n1y harp is turned 

into n1ourning? 3. Surely, the calamity that came to 
1ne, he should have brought to the unrighteous; and 
the strange misfortune, when he n1ade himself str~nge 
to turn to be cruel (xxx. 2 1) ; as ( Obad. 1 2) : on the 

day of his distress, "11'.J"lJ = unwanted evil; it ought 
to have come to the workers of iniquity. 4 .. But I, 
\vhat have I done? Doth not he see my ways, as he 

explains :-5. If I have walked-WtTD1 = and hasted ; 
my foot to deceit, as ( Prov. i. 16): their feet run lo evil. 
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6. Let him now: in this matter, weigh me in an even 
balance; and he may know, and give his heart to 
consider the integrity of my ,vays. 7. If my step 

hath turned from my ways to do evil ; as ( Exod. 
xxxii. 8 ; Deut. ix. T 2) : they have turned fronz the 
ivay ivlzich I conunanded theni. And if mine heart 
walked after mine eyes, to rob, and to speak imn1oral 

talk. And if anything bath cleaved to my hands, 
which belonged to others ;-it would be just that-8. 

_I should sow, and another eat; as (Micah vi. 15): 
thou shaft sow, but thou shaft not reap, and ( Is. i. 7) : 

your laud, strang·ers devour it in J'Oztr presence ; this 
would have been my judgment; but not to destroy 
me by chastisement, as my companions say. 9. And 
I have laid wait at my neighbour's door, (to watch) 
for his going out, so that I might enter and go to his 

wife or daughter; if. (xxiv. 1 5): the eye of the adulterer 
ivaits for the tivilz~g·ht ; see also Hosea ( vii. 6) : their 
baker sleepeth all the night; in tlze nzorning· he burneth 
like a flanzin/[ fire ; as I 'have explained ad locunz. 
This should have been my judgment; that-10. my 
wife should grind unto another, a likeness to denote 
sexual intercourse ; others explain it : she shall be his 

handmaid ; if. (Judges xvi. 2 I) : and he did grind in 
tlze prison house ; this is the work they shall put upon 
her by day; and others bow down upon her, to make 
her work by night. This would be an even balance; 
n1easure for measure; but not that which happened to 
n1e. J 1. For that were a heinous crime ; yea, it were 
an iniquity to be punished by the judges ; it would be 
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justice, and a right judgment, to be doubly punished 
through n1y wife; for the heinous crin1e, and for the 
punishable iniquity. Why did I abstain fron1 my 
neighbour's wife ? I 2. Because it is a fire that con­
sumeth unto destruction him that con1n1its such sin ; 
and which-namely, that fire-would root out all mine 
increase. Th is fire I said to 111 yself, that it would 

destroy body and property, as it is explain~d in 

Proverbs ( vi. 34) : For jealouSJ' is tlte rage of a nzan; 
he 'luill not spare in the day of ve1~reance. The same 
would have been the case-I 3. if I did despise even 
the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant; 

I said the same. For-14. what should I do when 
God riseth up in judgmen! with me; and when he 
visiteth upon n1e, what shall I answer him ; so that 

I can justify 1nyself? 1 5. Surely, in the womb, for 
there is one father to all of us; and he that made me 

in the womb made hhn ; and one creator fashioned 
hin1 in the \VOn1b. rrherefore-I 6. If I had withheld 

ought of that ,vhich the poor desire ; and if I had 

caused the eyes of the widow to fail, when she was 
looking for,vard, that I should bestow a benefit on her. 
17. Or have eaten my morsel alone, so that the 

fatherless should not eat of it. For God-I 8. brought 
me up fro1n my youth, as if he were 1ny father ; there­
fore I did also good to others, who were like n1e ; 
surely_ naked canze I out (etc.) (i. 2 1 ). And I led it 
from my mother's womb. rl'he con1n1entator says : I 
led it, i.e. that good quality. But as I find the word 
nD used as a f~minine (Prov. xvi i. 1): a dry 1norsel 
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(n:i,n) and quietness therewith (n:i); it may be ex­

plained as referring to "MD my morsel, mentioned 

before (v. 17) : and I led it from my mother's womb? 
• 

I have not [thence J brought the morsel, to give it others 

to eat, who are like me, for surely, naked canze I out 

of nzy 1nother's rzvonzb (i. 2 1); God gave me all I 
needed ; it is therefore right that I do good to others, 

for it is from his hand that I give. In the san1e way : 

-19. If I have seen him that was ready to perish 

and the outcast. 20. If his loins have not blessed me ; 

for when I clothed their nakedness, they said : blessed 

be Job who has clothed us. And he was warmed with 

the fleece of my sheep, all his body ; first he mentioned 

the loins, the place of the girdle, the belt ; the place of 

which a man is ashamed when he is naked, as (Gen. 

iii. 7) : and he 1nade theni girdles. He mentions these 

examples of co1npassion ; as much as to say: Lord of 

the universe, why hast thou turned to be cruel to me 

(xxx. 2 1); did I not have n1ercy on the works of thy 

hands ? 2 1. If I have lifted up my hand upon the 

fatherless, to frighten him ; or, to break his arn1s, 

as n1y friend said of me (xxii. 9) : and the arms of 

the fatherless have been broken; then it would have 

been 1ny judgment. 'T'hat-22. my shoulder fall from 

the shoulder blade; the breadth of the shoulder, 

called espaleron. And 1ny arm from the bone, z.e. 

the upper bone, like i1Jp, a reed. This would be 

n1easure for measure, that thou shouldst weigh n1e 

in an even balance ; but that is not right, to destroy 

all that was mine, and n1y body also. 2 3. For a 
14 
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terror; this refers to If I have lifted up, and to 

all the if's in the context ; the ,vhole being con­

nected with : I cr;1 unto tliee, and thou dost not 

anszver nze ( xxx. 20 ). The terror of God, which he 

brings over me. And because of his excellency, by 

which he is exalted in j udgn1ent, if. ( Ps. xciv. 2) : lift 

up thJ1seif, tlzou judg·e of the earth. Or, fro1n hz's 

burden, from the heaviness of his judgn1ent, I c~nnot 
(stand). _ For if I was not able to find help for me in 

the gate of man, I shall not be able to stand in the 

gate of God, who does not respect the countenance. 

24. If I have made gold my hope, like 111any people, 

who say ( xxi. 1 5) : What is the A lnzig·htJJ, that we 

sliould serve hinz? (Deut. viii. I 7) : My pozver and the 

nzight of 11z;1 hand hath gotten nze thz's 'lVealth. 2 6. If I 
beheld the light of the day, when it shines ; Sn~ is an 

expression of the breaking forth of light. And the 
moon walking in brightness; i.e. the moon, ,vhich is 

now full, and was hitherto wandering in the way of 

being clear, and covered, as (Zech. xiv. 6) : clear and 

dark. Only the full moon is called n,.,; this is also 

Ibn Ezra's opinion. 27. And my heart hath been 

secretly-r;,~:1-enticed, and nobody knew n1e ; and my 
hand kissed, to say : they are deities, because they 

give light. 1'hus a Mahomedan priest told me, that 

when a Mahomedan acknowledges anything \\1hich 

he sees or hears, he kisses (his hand) and says : the 

thing is true. 2 8. This also were an iniquity to be 
punished by the judges. He says also, because most 

of the things n1entioned before can be distinguished 



XXXI. 33. COMMENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB. 211 

by anybody, he says about this particular thing, which 
was in secret, that it is an iniquity to be punished by 

the judg·es; for which a man is liable to be judged; 
thou wouldst have judged and conden1ned me for it 
if I had done so. I have denied the god above : the 
light and the moon-which he n1entioned-so as to 
serve them. 29. At the destruction; ,~!;) occurs in 
this book twice ( n1ore) ; it is an expression of calan1i ty. 
He says this, because the people rejoiced about him ; 

_the fools and the nanzeless men (xxx. 8) ;-it would be 
measure for 1neasure. 30. Yea, I suffered not my 
mouth to sin by asking with a curse the life of hin1 
that hates me, mentioned before ( V. 29 ), because I 
could get no help against him. ,.fherefore he says : 

31. If the men of my tent said not, of hi111 .that hated 
111e, Oh that we had of his flesh ! we cannot be 

satisfied, if we share only a portion thereof; but only 
if we eat without anything being left; therefore (he 
says) : of his flesh. ,.r his I think j t means. 1'he 

men of my tent hated hin1 that hated n1e so much, and 
I did not ask his life even with an oath, to n1ake him 
S\Vear about that in which he hacl sinned against n1e ; 
how n1uch less have I done evil to others. Son1e join 
this to the next verse :-32. The stranger did not lodge 
in the street ; Job's servants said : Oh tliat rzve had of 

his--] ob's-Jlesh l we rannot be satisfied; for he puts 
so n1uch trouble upon us, that the stranc.g-er does not 

lodge in the street ; and we cannot sleep through it. 

33. If after the manner of men, of other men, I 
covered my transgressions ;-by hiding my iniquity in 
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my bosom, to sin in sec~et. 34. Because I feared, 
even when I was afraid of the great multitude, then 

the contempt of families terrified me. He may also 

have meant this : Now I fear the great n1ultitude, as 
a n1an who had secretly stolen and n1urdered, and is 
afraid to show hin1self before the world, and even the 

contenzpt of the fanzilz·es of fools and nanzeless nzen 

(xxx. 8) terrify and frighten me. And I keep silence, 
I refrain from going out even fro1n the door of my 
house, for shan1e ; for they say, that all this has 

befall en me because of n1y transgressions. 3 5. Oh 
that I had one to hear me ! Lo, here is my mark, "''J~ 

cf (Ezek. ix. 4) : and set a nzark, i.e. son1e little writ­
ing, as a sign. He n1eans : Lo, upon the n1ark of my 
little writing which I wrote about n1y merits; and upon 
the book-a large writing-which one-n1y adversary 
and opposite party-has written about me in accusation 
of n1e ;-let the Almighty answer, whether there is 
truth in 1ny writing, which is little, or in his book 
which is a large writing. 36. He says : Upon my 
shoulder would I carry him to honour him, about 

who1n he said : Oh that I had one to hear me. I 
would bind him, as (Prov. vi. 2 r) ; tie tlzenz about tlzy 

neck ; it is an expression of a bow (loose knot). 3 7. 
I would declare unto him the number of my steps, 

referring to what he said before (xxxi. 4, 5): he 
uunzbers all 1n;1 steps, zf I have rzvalked, etc. ( rzvitlz n1en 
of vauit;1, and 1ny foot hath hasted to deceit). as a 
prjnce would I go near unto him before God, to 

declare n1y \Vords. 38. If even I had sinned secretly 
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so as even to suppress the wage of the hired man, my 
land would cry out. This refers, according to the 
Draslz, to the religious duties connected with land, 
and according to the plain n1eaning, to the tillers of 

the ground. And the furrows thereof weep together 
against 111e, on account of the wage of the labourers 

that plough and harrow it. 39. If its strength, as 
(Gen. iv. I 2) : When thou tillest the ground, it shall 

not henceforth yield her strength. The meaning is : 
. he never enjoyed anything of it ( the land) till he had 
paid the n1oney of the wage. And also, if I have 
caused the owners thereof who sold it to 1ne to breathe 

out their soul, i. e. to grieve, cf. ( xi. 20) : the breathing 

out of the soul; for he who puts off his neighbour to 
whon1 he is in debt by letting hin1 go backwards and 
forwards, causes him grief ;-although there is no secret 
sin in this ; all the more I should not have robbed him 
of it. Even thus it would have been right to 'l.veiglz 

1ne witlt an even balance : That-40. thorns should grow 
instead of the wheat sown therein ; but not to 0estroy 
all ; noisonze 'l.veeds, nrp~;i., seeds like black cummin ; 

it is a term for anything that is the opposite of what 
he who sows desires ; if. (Is. v. 2) : and he looked t/zat 

it should bring· forth grapes, and z"t brouglzt forth tr1tv1~J., 

'l.Vild grapes. 
The words of Job are ended, with his friends; for 

he spoke to God, as it is said at the end. ·cf 
(Ps. lxxii. 20) : The prayers of David the son of Jesse 
are ended; i.e. in regard to his son Solomon, as it is 
mentioned at the beginning of the psalm : For 
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So/onion ; for there are many more prayers after that 

psalm. 

CAP. XXX I I.-1. They ceased .... because he 

was righteous in his own eyes. It means: His 

friends, having seen that he, was righteous in his own 

eyes, and all their answers consisting only· in condemn­

ing hin1 as a great sinner, saying to him : verily, thy 

\Vickedness is great, and he saying that he had not 

sinned even in slight 111atters: were silent to all his 

words ; because he said thus. I'herefore, they were 

silent to him, for they did not know his actions ; only 

they said thus ; since his lot is that of a wicked, and 

that they would always condem.n him, therefore it 

behoved them to cease from arguing and putting him 

to shame. But Elihu did not come to condemn him, 

but to answer his words, that he justified himself 

rather than God. For even if he were so perfectly 

righteous as he said, he ought not to have said, that 

God should iveiglz hinz 'lvitlz an even balance ( v. 6 ), and 

that he had turned to be cruel to him (xxx. 21); and 

that he should c~me in judgn1ent with him. For it is 

not God's way to judge with man ; for God re1nembers 

and sees many of the deeds of man, which man, even 

if he be righteous, does not beware of. He brings 

them in the remembrance of man, and reveals them 

to him for reproof, and whoni the Lord !oveth he 

reproveth ( Prov. iii. 1 2 ). Therefore, he does not answer 

him at all, for what was he to answer hin1 to his argu­

ment, that he was punished in this way. He only 
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reproved hin1 for his words. 2. The Buzite, Buz is 
near to U z, ( Gen. xxii. 2 1) : Uz his firstborn and Buz 

his brother ; and the countries were called after their 
name. 3. Because they had found no answer, although 

he had justified hin1s_elf. But they ought to have 
answered him, for justifying hi1nself in the way he 
did. And they condemned, all their replies consisted 
in condemning him, therefore he clef eated them. 4. 
Had waited for Job with words, he did not answer 
_him at once after he (Job) had answered Bildad ; and 
he allowed him to take up his parable twice. For he 
thought : they will reply, for they are older in days 
than I am. But when he saw that he continued 

speaking till they were silenced, and ceased answering 
him. 1'hen-5. his wrath was kindled, as said here. 

The I'argum of n~r:, is ,no, from which the Rabbinical 

term pno, caln1, attendre. 

6. And Elihu .... answered .... I have hesitated 
until now ;---I was afraid. Thence the appellation 

( Deut. xxxii. 24) : Those t/zat craivl -in the dust, be­
cause people are afraid of them ; if. ( Deut. ii. 1 o) : 
lne Enzi1n-'[he terrifying ones-formerly-7. Days· 
would speak, and multitude of years : as it was said 
(xv. 10) : With us are botlz the greyheaded and the 

very aged nzen. 8. But there is a spirit, the above­
mentioned wisdo111, in man, though he be a child ; and 
the breath of the Almighty gives understanding, and 

it does not depend on old age. For Elihu was not 
n1entioned when his· three friends came; as it is said 
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(ii. r I) : they canie, ever_y one fronz lzis oivn place ; but 
he, being of no i1nportance in their eyes, was not 
mentioned. 9. It is not the many, because they were 
three ; nor the aged ; ~s, not refers to both expres­

sions. r o. Therefore, because they ceased answering 
thee. Or, therefore, because there is a spirz"t in nian. 
1 3. Lest you say, refers to (v. 1 o) : / will show nzy 
opinion. Lest you say, We have found wisdom to 

answer him ; and we answered him rightly, for it is 
certain that all this happened to hin1 for his wicked­
ness ; but what can we do to hin1, since he is righteous 
in his own eyes ? In this-God can vanquish him, 

who knows his deeds and his thoughts ; and not a 

man like me can . reprove him for this. And how 

could he (a man like me) show hin1 to be wrong? 
Since, on his own side, r 4. He has not directed words 
against me, as he did to you. And with your speeches, 
with which you condemned him, will I not answer 

him. r 5. They are amazed, they answer no more. r6. 

And shall I wait, because they speak not, they stand, 

they are silent, as, in the case of Ezra ( N ehen1. viii. 5) : 

All the people stood; if. (Job. xxxvii. 14): Stand still, 
and consider the wondrous works of God. lbn Ezra 

explains ( v. r 5) ~p~r:,~ry, they do not speak till people 
take the words from them. Or, it is like ~pn1' 

(xxi 7); the words are taken away from them. r 7. 
iT~~~- The grammarians differ about the word iT:l1'~. 

I bn Hayug says that it Il).eans : causing to answer 
( the Hiphil), as ( Exod. iii. 1 7) : nS1'~, I 7.vill bring you 
up out of the ajjliction of Eg;J_jt, which is an expression 
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of "causing to go up" ( the H iphil). I bn Ganach 

says that it 111ea1~s, I will answer ( I(al ), as ( xvi. 6) : 

and thoug·h E forbear, ivhat deparleth fronz 1ne nS,n:-fl, 

like nS,n~,. rrhc latter is correct. r 8. The spirit 

within me constraineth me, to answer hirn. "~~R"~D 
is an expression of trouble and np,~, distress. I 9. 

As wine which is not opened, and wants to break the 

cask to let its vapour out ; as new bottles, that are 

filled with new ,vine, which burst fron1 the force of the 

. fermentation of the wine ; thus n1y belly is burst, fron1 

plenty, so that I dare to answer hin1 . . . . r,t::i~~ are 

skin bottles. C f. ( Lev. xix. 3 I) : Turn JJe not to thenz 
that have fanziliar spirits, n::n~, for they chiefly prac­

tised with skin bottles. I bn Ezra explains-30. I will 

speak, that I may find relief, from the afore-mentioned 

constraint. 2 I. Let me not, I pray you, respect (any 

man's person) of Job's three friends, that answered. 

Neither will I give him a title, this or that one who 

may be said to have given Job a proper answer. 2 2. 

For I know not one of you, to who1n to give a title, and 

whom to name as an exception ; and to say, that he 

properly reproved and con1forted him. CJ (Is. xiv. 

4) : I have surnanzed thee though thou hast not knoivn 
nze ; God called Cyrus by name, as it is said there 

(v. I) : Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden; he 

was not yet born then. Lightly might I have sur­

named you, by my silence hitherto, to honour you. 

My Maker, either, would have burned me, ..,~~~: 

being an expression of burning ; or, would have 

broke1~ nze, ":l~W" being an expression of breaking, 
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as ( 2 San1. v. 2 r) : ONW"'\ David and his 1nert broke 
thenz. 

CAP. XXXIII.-1. And hearken to all my words, 
before thou answerest n1e. 2. My tongue has spoken 

in my palate, the speech of the tongue is all along 

called 7,n, palate. 4. The spirit of God has made me. 
It n1eans : that which God shall put into my n1outh, 

I shall be careful to speak. 6. Behold, I am like 
thy mouth, as thou hast asked (ix. 33) : there is no 
unzpire between us, (ib. 34) : let lzini take his rod 
away fronz nze, (xiii. 21): withdra·w thine hand .far 
froni nze, etc. For I shall be for thee unto God, in 

behalf of God, to be an umpire between thee and 
him ; and thou needest nor fear me. For I am 

formed of the clay like thee. 7. "'D:JN\ And my 
pressure, as (Prov. xvi. 26) : For his ntouth urgeth 
hitn tlzereto. Some say "'D:JN ( = for my mouth) is a 

compound of two words, as ,,:JN, cruel ; O"'N:JSn, the 

poor. 8. Surely thou hast spoken, and canst not 

deny it. 9. I am clean, without transgression. Not 

any of the chastisement and accidents that have 
befall en me are for my transgressions, for I did not 

deserve to be punished. 'fhu~ thou hast said : (ix. 

2 2) : lie destroyeth the perfect and the wicked, and ( ib. 
2 I) : I anz peifect, I regard not 1nyself; and further 
( x. 7) : thou knowest tlzat I anz not wicked. And thou 

hast said :- 10. Behold, occasions ; i.e. pretexts, to 

condemn me. riiN~Jr;,, as (Numb. xxx. 6) : if her father 
N"'Ji1, disallow her from some pretext.-'fhus he said 
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(ix. 30) : If I wash 1nJ1seif wz°th snow 'lvater .... yet 

'lvilt thou plung·e 11ze z"n the ditch. r J.. He putteth in 

the stocks, as ( xiii. 2 7) : thou put test 1nJ' feet in the 

stocks. 1 2. Behold, in this; by this argun1ent thou 
shalt not be acquitted in judg1nent, for God is greater 
than man; even than the perfectly righteous n1an. 
For he cannot reach even to a thousandth part of the 

benefits that Goel bestows on hi1n ; and thou sayest 
that he has withheld what thou deservest. 13. Why 
p.ost thou strive against hi1n ? For all those \vords 
which he n1ight have replied to thy contention, he will 
not answer ; for his way is not that of man, to argue 
,vith thee ; or to say every tin1e why hast thou done 

so ; or, why dost thou say so. 14. For in one= once, 
God speaketh, to reprove man, ·to contend with hin1 
about his sins, to open his ear to reproof. But the 
second time, when man takes no notice of the opening 
of his ear ; he regardeth it not, namely, the reproof, 
to argue with him,. but he chastises him with suffer­

ings ; as he says :-r 5. In a dream . . . . This 
explains the above : God ·speaketh once in a dreanz, in 
a vision of the night. r 6. Then he openeth the ear 
of men; and in this way he lets hin1 know his sins, 
and reproves hin1 ; and not as thou sa yedst, that he does 
not let n1an know the beginning of his transgressions. 

-o,o,o::r,, and their chastisement he sealeth up ; 
and sealeth up by chastisements as if he put a ~eal 
upon him, and a testimony, by n1eans of chastisen1ent, 
that he ha-s sinned. And how does he open his ear? 
r 7. That man may put away his deed, the iniquity of 
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his hand ; ,n:n, and the pride and the haughtiness of 
111an, he hideth .from hin1 in juclgn1ent; he does not 
judge him for all his deeds, to go into every one of 
the1n according to the (strict) n1easure of judgn1ent. 

I bn Ezra says : that he hideth is the reverse of he 

sees, for pride consists chiefly in outer appearance. 
r 8. Because he keepeth back his soul from the pit, for 

if he were to judge hi1n according to all his actions, he 
would not ren1ain alive ; thus he says afterwards 

( xxxiv. I 4): I/ he set his heart upon hinz, he gathers 
unto hinzse!f his spir,it and his breath. It may also be 

explained thus : (v. 1 7) : and the pride froni nian, 
which man hides fron1 everybody, he tells, as he says 

( v. 1 5) in a dreanz, a vision. Thus far he explains ( v. 

r 4) : For God speaketh once. Now he proceeds to 
explain the remaining half of the verse ( I 4) : and 
tivice he regardeth it not-, if he takes no notice 
and repents through it, then-I 9. He is chastened 
with pain like thee; and the multitude of his bones 

with severe pain, JO"'~ (strongly). Or, it means : 
and the multitude of his bones shall be strong. 20. 

So that his life abhorreth bread, his soul abhorreth 
all food ( Ps. cvii. r 8). The living soul is called hi_s 

life. Dainty meat, which he used to desire before be 

fell ill. 2 1. His flesh is consumed away that it 

cannot be seen. His flesh is consumed away (and 
beco1nes leaner) to the sight than it was before. And 

, 

his bones are become bare, for his body was not 
created so deficient of flesh and bones. Thus the 
verse is inverted. The disease continues to increase 
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upon hin1, until-22. His soul draweth near unto the 
pit, and his life to ang·els of evzl (Ps. lxxviii. 49) and 
sufferings that kill hirn. 2 3. AnJ even if he \Vere to 
take notice of it, and take it to heart-If there were 

before him - i"?~ = before liinz - an angel, an inter­
preter, even one among the thousand that testify 
to his guilt, to show· about man his uprightness; 

the C, of o,NS = C,1', about-24. Then, he will be gracious 
unto him, and say to the angel, the interpreter, 
Deliver him - iiT1',D is like iiTN,D - and bring him 
forth from the hand of those that kill him, to bring 
hin1 down to the pit ; for I have found a ransom 

for him in his words ; namely, his uprig·htness, 

mentioned above, for against the thousand that 
testified to his guiltiness, there is one interpreter 
of his uprightness; and it is not as thou sayest : 
He destroys the £nnocent antl the 'lvz·cked (ix. 22). 25. 

wo~,, Sorne say that this word n1ust be divided to 
explain it, the root being :i~,, 111oist; the D standing 

instead of the :i ; cf ( viii. I 6) : he is green before the 

sun ; [it is the sa1ne forn1ation J as W"oSn, which I 
explained in its place. The n1eaning is : His flesh 
shall be moist and green ;--more than it was at the 

9-ays of childhood; and it-the flesh-shall return 
to the days of his youth; cJ. (2 I(ings v. 14): [hz's 

flesh J canze again lz'ke unto the flesh of a little child 
and he 'lvas clean ; and God will bring this about by 
an angel interpreting the righteousness. Ibn Ezra 
says : that we can learn fron1 this passage that there 
are angels that kill, and seek man's life; and that 
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there is one angel appointed for watching over him. 
He (Elihu) further says : If he there is an interpreter 
for his righteousness and-26. He prayeth unto God, 
like Hezekiah, and he is immediately favourable unto 

him to be appeased towards hin1 ; he \vill not take 
vengeance, nor will he bear hatred, as thou sa yedst. 
And if he seeth his face being sad. i1.!J11ri:i, as 

( N ehem. ii. 2) : Wh)' z's thy countenance sad (t:r.!Ji ), 

seez'ng· thou art not sz'ck? It is an expression of 
sadness ; so as to return to God, and to n1ake n1any 
prayers unto hi1n ;-then ---he restoreth unto man 

according to his righteousness. 27. He looketh upon 
1nen, ,w., = he looks upon then1, to know who sinned, 

as (J eren1. v. 26): theJ' 1vatch, as _fowlers lz"e z'n 1vait. 
Or, ,w., is an expression of uprightness, and means : 

he shall do that \vhich is good and right to the n1en 
whon1 he oppressed and robbed. And saith, I have 
sinned, and perverted that which was right; and 
I ought not to have done so, for thou hast bestowed 
upon n1e that which is good. Y et-28. He hath 
redeemed my soul from passing into the pit. 29. 

Lo, all these things doth God work, twice, yea thrice, 
with a man. 30. In order to bring back his soul 
from the pit; and not as thou hast said (xxx. 20, 2 1): 

I cry unto tlzee and thou dost not ans1ver vze. Thou 

hast turned to be cruel unto 1ne. ( x. 1 6) : And if I 
be righteous, yet I shall not lzft up 11zy head. For he 
shall be favourable unto hi1n, if he prays unto hin1. 
-I an1 of opinion, that t'lvice, thrz'ce, n1ust be taken 

literal1y; this is proved by (Amos ii. 6): For three 
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tra1tsg-ressions of Israel and for four I shall not turn 
hinz arzva;, en1pty, without punishn1ent : but he forgives 

and pardons the three sins. This is further proved by 

this, that in the passage in Amos, For three trans-
gressions occurs six (?) times ; but the three are not 

mentioned, only the fourth which he does not pardon; 
in regard to this it is said in Isaiah (lvii. I 8): / have 
seen his rzva;1s, and rzvill heal hint; when he repents, 

after the three ; but he does not heal after more ; as 
it is said ( 2 Chron. xxxvi. I 6) : They 1nocked the 

• vzessengers of God ... till there rzvas no rented),; i.e. 
they sinned of their own will, and transgressed greatly, 

till he was compelled to withhold fron1 the1n repentance, 

which is healing, as (Is. vi. 10) : and he turn again, 
and be healed. We find the san1e about the sons of 

E Ii ( r San1. ii. 2 5) : They ltearkened not unto the voice 
of their fatlte1", because I he Lord rzvould sla;1 theni. For 
\vhen God sees that they persistently refuse, he fences 

then1 round, so that they do not return ; and so in 

Isaiah ( vi. 9, I o) : Hear ;1e continually, and under­
stand not, and see ;1e continually, etc. Make tlte heart 
of this people fat. I proved this clearly in my con1-

mentary on the chapter (Is. lxv.) : I ant inquired of 
by thenz that asked not. To bring back his soul from 

the pit, as he did to Hezekiah. 32. For I desire to 

justify thee, the reverse of thy friends who condemn 

thee. The words of Elihu purport to justify God's 

judgment ;-that he lets (n1an) know his transgres­
sions, and opens his ear to reproof, so that he 111a y 
turn away from iniquity; and that he hearkens unto 
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hin1 if he prays. But his friends had not answered 

hin1 upon any of these points; only (saying) that he 

was wicked, and that God therefore chastised hin1, 

without letting him know and opening his ear; and 

that was the way with the wicked, that the spoiler 

conies upon thenz (J er. vi. 26) suddenly. 

CAP. XXXIV.--1-3. And Elihu answered 

For the ear trieth words, and the palate. It means : 

The ear naturally tries right words, as the palate 
tasteth meat. ( And the palate, = as the palate) ; the 

1 of 1"n1 is like other vavs, in passages ,vhich I put 

together : cf. ( 1 San1. xii. 1 5) : The hand of the Lord 
shall be against you and against your fathers, mean­

ing : as against your fathers ; ( Pro. xxvi. 1 o) : He 
that hiretlz tlze fool and he that hireth thenz that pass 
b;1, 1neaning as he that hireth then1 that pass by. 

I-I ere he enters upon Job's argun1ent in the speech : 

No doubt but ye are the people ( eh. xii.). -Judgnzent = 
argun1ent. 5. For Job hath said, I am righteous, but 

God hath taken away 1ny right, and hath conden1ned 

n1e. 6. Notwithstanding my right and purity, I lie, 

if. ( Is. lviiii. 1 1) : zvhose zvaters fail not, fazllera. I bn 

Ezra explains it : Because I seek his judgn1ent, they 

say that I lie. Mine arrow is- incurable, n1ine arrow 

= 111 y wound, without tr~nsgression, althoug·h there is 
no violence in nzine lzands (xvi. 1 7 ). tv,::J~ = sick. -1'he 

sickness is expressed 1netaphorically by an arrozv, be­

cause the sickness carne through the arro\\ ; cf. 

( Micah i. 9) : For her rzuounds are incurable ; if. 
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(Exod. xv. 9) : / shall enipty nzy sivord; the .... 

is expressed by the sword ; although it is the scabbard 

of the sword ; because the sword is the principal thing. 

Or, we can explain ,~n = ,~no, God has removed my 

wound, according to the rule of the letters ( that are 

omitted); cf Her ivounds are incurable. 7. What 
n1an is like Job, who is known as a worthy n1~ln, and 

yet scorns, and does not regard his words, as a n1an 

w-ho drinks ,vater for his thirst? 8. And goeth in 

company with the workers of iniquity, to say (xxii. 

r 7) : vVhat can the A lnzig·ht_y do to thenz? (xxi. I 6}: 

What is the A lnz~g-hty that ive should serve hinz ? and 

walketh in this n1atter with wicked men ; who say 

thus :-9. It profiteth man nothing, rnan has no en­

joyment, no profit at all fro1n it, that he is in favour 

with God; for he shines upon the counsel of the wicked, 

(x. 3) but he falls therein although he be perfect and 

upright. co. Therefore, ye 1nen of heart, who have 

understanding : as he con1rnenced (v. 2) : Hear nzy 

words, J'e iuise nzen. Far be it, nS,Sn: that \vord \vould 

be S,n profanity,-fron1 wickedness,_ to conden1n a 

righteous 1nan ; and f ron1 comn1itting iniquity in 

judgment, for he is ( Oeut. xxxii. 4): A Godo/ faith­

jitlness, and ivitlzout iuz·quzty. 1 1. For the work of a 

man shall he render unto him, be it good or evil, he 

shall judge hin1 according to his ways. I 2. Yea, of a 
surety, I shall declare the truth to thee, it is not God 
who will condemn the righteous. For if he ,vanted to 

destroy everything,-r 3. Who would have visited 
upon him, the destruction of n1an and his annihilation 

I 5 



226 COj\'1MENTARY ON THE BOOK OF JOB .. XXXIV. 14. 

in the world, if he were to annihilate and destroy it ; of 
whon1 he would be afraid, so as not to destroy it? 

Or who hath disposed the whole world, besides 

him ; is he not the one to benefit all, and to keep 

alive even the wicked? Surely-r 4. If he set his 
heart upon the sin of n1an, to notice minutely his 

deeds, and his evil ways, no one would live even for a 

1non1ent. 1 5. All flesh shall perish, because there is 

no man that does not sin ; as he said : if he be 

righteous, he shall not ren1ove his judgn1ents. 1 6. 

Only understand, il~":;l has the accent on the pen­

ultimate; as ( Ps. v. 2) : Consider· nzy nzeditation; for 

it is not a noun, as in all other places; but it m~ans : 

if he is willing to understand, hear this, what I now 

say to thee. r 7. Shall even, ~~iJ, the i1 has a Pathach to 

distinguish it from ~~O, the anger and wrath, where it 
has a l(ametz. It means : Shall even a human king, 

or a judge that hateth the right of man and his merit ; 

shall he bind up and restrain his anger, to be good 

unto hin1, to becon1e intin1ate with him ; and will they 

assen1ble to love him, as they do God, whom all the 

world loves, and calls upon, in the tin1e of trouble : 

A rise and save us (J er. ii. 2 7 ). If he were an enemy, 

hov1 \Vould they call upon him to save the111 ; he would 

withhold their reward. And· if that king, who is 

righteous, and the Lord of all righteousness; if thou 

canst conden1n hin1 in judgment; as he says: 18. Is it 

to say to a vile kjng ; is it fit to say to a vile king; 

surely, by rights it is not fit to say so; to the nobles, 
ye are wicked? How much less a king. I 9. That 
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respecteth not the person of princes, nor regardeth 
the rich more than the poor, in his j udgmen t ; for 
they all are the work of his hands. For thus he is 
righteous, as he said wicked (?). He proceeds to 

explain how he does not respect the person of princes. 
F'or 20. in a 1noment they die and perish, and he does 
not spare then1 after their death, but he hastens their 
destruction. For he has compassion vvith the poor 

that- are oppressed by them ; for they are also the 
~ork of his hands. For even at midnight, when they 
are at ease and tranquil each in glory in his O'lV1l house 
( Is. xiv. r 8), and hidden and concealed from the eyes 
of the world ; the people are shaken, and their spirit 

is roused, and they are filled with indignation against 
their king and their princes, as ( Daniel V. 30): In that 
night Belshazzar .... 1vas slain. And the mighty 
are taken away, not by the hand; not by strength, 
but by the strength of God, and his spirit, and both he 
that helpeth shall stunzble, and he that i's holpen shall 
fall (Is. xxxi. 3). 21. For his eyes-I-le gives the 
reason why he does not respect the person of any man 
to prolong his lif e.--For his eyes are upon the ways 
of a man. Although he be a human king, he scrutin­
izes all his ways, on account of his greatness. 2 2. 

There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, wherein 

to hide, when they work iniquity; rf (Prov. xv. 3) : 
The eyes of the Lord keep 1vatch upon the evil and the 

good; therefore they die in a 111on1ent. 23. For not 
man, i.e. a hun1an king, he considereth further, to 

be slow to anger, when his day arrives, on account of 
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his glory, to go in judgment with God ; to argue with 
him, after he had opened his ear to reproof; for his 

\vay is not like that of a hun1an being, ,vho does not 

knovv the \vays of rnan ; \vho, if he suspects hin1 about 

anything, n1ust appoint a day to investigate whether 

it is true, because he is in doubt. Not so God, for he 

searches the hearts, and knows all actions ; and ha viµg 

once opened the ear to reproof, he does not r~spect 

the person of princes. Most cornn1entators follow the 

interpretation of our great master. For Job having 

said (xxiii. 6) : nay, he would only give heed unto rne, 

which he explains to mean : he does not put upon me 

any pretext, but only my sin ; therefore Elihu says to 

him, that it is not his way to put upon 1nan allegations, 

n1ore than that which is in accord with his transgres­

sions. Further, an expression of. increase, as ( Gen. 

xlvi. 29) : and he ivept on his neck further (a good 
while). 24. He breaketh in pieces mighty men, past 

finding out ; there is no finding out the breach of the 

n1ighty and the great n1e11. Or, it mearis ; ivithout 

inquisitz"on of the breach ; without searching and 

investigating the judgment and reproof. 25. There­

fore he taketh knowledge; 1'herefore, because he set 

these in their stead, does he set his heart also upon 

the111, as he taketh knowledge of their works; and 

therefore, he turneth the night upon them, so that 

they are crushed ; even those that were set in their 

stead. 26. He striketh the wicked in their place, 

TiDD as ( Exod. x. 2 3) : no one rose ,.,r,nr,n, f ronz his 

place. In the place where they sit doth God take 
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vengeance on then1 ; so that all the world might see 
the vengeance, in the place \vhere they and their deeds 

are kno\vn ; c_f. (Numb. v. 2 1) : a curse and an oath r'n 

the nzitlst of thy people. It 111a y also be explained 

thus : Instead of the fonner 7.f.ncked, their 111asters who 

stood in their stead, n1an claps his hands at them. In 

the plare, wher~ those that pass by the way behold 

the111; as (Deut. xxix. 23): Wherefore has the Lord 

done tints? In order that those who pass by n1ig-ht 

~ee their punishn1ent. Therefore he lets the world, 
who clap (their hands) at then1, know, in the place of 

beholders, in the sight of the sun. This you can 

verify ; as with all the kings of Israel that rebelled 

against their masters, and as ,vith Nebuchadnezzar­

who rebelled against Israel (?). For although they 

were roused by Goel to avenge his vengeance, yet did 

he visit their iniquity upon them ; since they \Vere not 

more meritorious than the former. 27. Because, refers 

to : the place of beholders. Because they turned aside 

from following him, and were not by thernsel ves 

justified before him ; and any of his ways, which he 

sh9wed to the former, and his vengeance and judg-

111ent through the111, they regarded not, to understand 

that they fell into their hands by their sins, so ·that 

they themselves should be reprovecl. They regarded 

none of this, and turned aside from following him. 
For God 28. to bring upon him the cry of the poor, 

and to trouble and provoke him therewith: and he 

shall hear for ever the cry of the afflicted. ..t\nd 

because of the vengeance which he executed on 
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the f orn1er, the cry did not cease f ron1 before 
hirn ; and the poor did not becorne at rest, by 

these, so that they should stand up and do justice. 
29. But he shall give then1 quietness, since these did 

not give the111 quietness, who then will condemn the 

poor any further ; for he destroys the wicked one 

after another. And when he hideth his face, in the 

tin1e of their trouble who of then1 will then behold him, 

so that he will respect his person, and give hirn the 

opportunity to co1ne before hin1 in judgment to plead ? 

But on recognizing their deeds he will destroy them. 
And whether it be a nation, a 1nultitude of people 

that stands up instead of another nation ; or a man 

who reigns instead of another, it is all the same ; 

he shall respect no person. 30. That the hypocrite 

reign not, that no hypocrite reign any more, who 
respects the person of his princes when they oppress 
the poor, because of the snares of the people, by 

which they are oppressed and robbed. 3 I. For unto 

the mighty; it n1eans: unto hin1 who is a mighty king 

-this is the n1eaning of the second s~-has God ever 

said unto him, I have respect_ed thy person ; I shall do 

no injury, I shall not destroy for the sake of thy 

honour? Shouldst thou say: 32. Besides that which 

I see and recognize of thy g-uilty deeds, which thou 

canst not deny; teach thou me, that I have not been 
just in my judgment about thee, and-if I have done 

iniquity in judgn1ent, I shall do so no more. vVhose 

person does he respect in judgment, so as not to 
injure hi1n, or who shall teach him in judgment ?-I 
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lzave respected ( 'ZJ, 3 I) refers to ( v. I 9) : He respectet/i 
not tlze person of princes ; and : If I lzave done 

z"niquz"ty refers to ( v. 1 o) : Far be z·t fro11i Cod tlzat lie 

slzould do 'lvickedness, and_ froni tlze A l11iiglity tlzat lie 

should coniniit iniquity. As for thee also-33. Shall he 
pay of that which was with thee; shall he pay unto 
thee that which- he has unjustly taken from thee? 

shouldst thou teach hin1 that has not judged properly? 
that thou no\v rejectest his judgn1ent saying (v. 5): 
I a11i r~gliteous, and God has taken a'lVaJ' 11iy right. 
For indeed thou must choose judgment and pleading 
with me in this 1natter, therefore speak what thou 
knowest. For thou must choose .... speak refers 

to the beginning of his speech ( v. 4) : Let us clioose 
for us. 1'herefore he turns now his words against 

him, saying : Is it from that which was with thee, 
at the conclusion of his speech. For n:ioSw., 7oi,o, cf. 
( Exod. xxii. I 1) : If it be stolen front lzi112, lie shall pay. 

'"[his I understood fron1 the comn1entary of R. Eliezer. 

Other commentators explain thus ( v. 3 I) : For lzath 

a1lJ' said unto God, 1nan speaking unto God, and the 
whole context according the explanation of our 
great n1aster. 34. Men of understanding ref erring· to 

( v. I o) : Therefore liearken unto nie, J'e men of under­

standing; and every wise man, referring to (v. 3): 
Hear ye wise 111,en. He means, it is right for men of 

understanding· to teach me, and for a man who is wise 

to hear, i.e. to understand me. 36. "'::l~, Son1e say 
that "':t~ is from the root iT::l~, but this is as impossible 
as to form "':l::l from the root n:i::i, or "'::lj? from n::ip, or 
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"~, from n~, ; it would be "J"J::l, "J"JP, "J1~,. It is 
rather [nzy _fat!ter], as it is usual for people to say, as 

( 2 I(ings v. I 3) : My _father, the prophet hath spoken 

a g·reat tlzing· unto thee; when addressing one of his 

friends, or, his father in heaven. Because of the 

answers which he, Job, gives to wicked men like these. 

~fhe words which he speaks as an answer are found 

avzonx wicked 1ne1t ; this is what he said before ( v. 8): 

~4 nd he <g-oeth in conzpauy 'lvith the zvorkers of iniquity, 
as I explained. Kirnehi explains it: his answers 

should not be anzong· zvicked nzen who say, that the 

Creator does not execute justice and judgment; but 

when he is tried, they will justify the judgment. 37. 
Unto his sin, for he is not without sin, but he adds 

transgression of lips, which is an evil snare. Among 

us he makes sufficient, - par;:,: is an expression of 

1nultiplying words, as ( I Kings xx. I o) : if the dust of 
Sanzaria shall sujji ce. And he n1ultiplies his words : a 

parallelism. Some say : he clappeth his hands, as 

(Nun1. xxiv. 20): and he clapped his hands; and it 

expresses a lifting up of the voice. 

In this speech he commenced answering him on tw~ 

points: that he said (v. 5) : I a_nz righteous, and God 

hath taken azvay nzy rig·ht, and that he said : ( v. 9) : It 

profiteth a nian nothinrg-, that he be in _favour with 

God. 'Thus far he only explained his reply to his 

justifying hi n1self rather than God ; in the following, 

he replies to : it profiteth a 11za1t nothinx. 
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CAP. XXX\1.-1, 2. And Elihu answered. Thinkest 
thou this to be right, to plead ;-sayest thou in thy 
heart, 1ny righteousness and n1erit are in justice more 

than God's? saying : 3. What advantage will it be, 
and what profit "'ill it be to thee, that thou servest 
and lovest hin1 ?-And what profit shall I have, by my 
service of hin1, n1ore than by my sin; than if I had 

sinned against ~1in1 ? For he had spoken thus several 
tin1es :-(ix. 2) : Hozv can a nzan be ;·ust?; (ix. 30) : 
If I zvash nl;1seif, etc. ; (ix. 2 2) : He destroyeth the 

pe1fect and the zvz·cked; ( xxxi. 2) : For zvhat is the 

portz·on of God above, and t1ze heritag·e of the A lnlighty 

_fronl on hig·h, for all the good deeds which I have 
perforn1ed? 4. I will answer thee, and thy com­
panions, who held their peace unto thee, when thou 
didst say : zvhat is the portion of God above. --What 
portion and heritage dost thou seek from him for 
being righteous? and that thou hast not profited by 
being righteous. 5. Look unto the heavens and see 
the place of his throne, how much higher it is than 
thou; that thou canst neither benefit him by thy 
goodness, nor harrn hin1 by thy "'·ickedness. 1'his 
is expressed by )t;it.?, than thou. 6. For if thou hadst 
sinned, ,vhat evil couldst thou have wrought thereby, 

that he should be favourably inclined to thee for 

having refrained fron1 sinning; [that thou hast told 

him? no J (?). 7. If thou be righteous, as thou sayest; 
what doest thou give him with thy hand, that thou 
wouldst say, God has gained this thing from my being 
righteous, and performing his judgments? Or, even if 
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thou hadst given hin1 ought of that which is thine, 
what \Vas he obliged to receive fron1 thy hand, since 

everything is his? J\nd since 8. thy wickedness 

cannot hann, nor thy righteousness benefit hirn ; but a 
man as thou art, i.e. 1nan of (the strong) arn1, [ which 

is lifted up (?), who is so perverted as to rob J and to 
do harn1, and who is froward towards him-to such 

will thy wickedness do injury. Therefore, it is from 
a poor man, whom thy goodness may benefit, and to 
whon1 thy wickedness 1nay do harn1, that thou shouldst 
have sought a reward, and to hin1 shouldst thou have 

brought thy good deeds into remembrance. Having 
said: Unto a man like thee, he adds : Or,-9. By the 

greatness ef his nziglzt, and for that he is strong in 
power (Is. xl. 26); by the greatness of his wealth and 
might, he causes others to cry out, by robbing them 
and co1nmitting violence against then1. And thou 

(xxix. 17) hast broken the jaws of the unrighteous, 
when they cried. unto thee. And unto men, that cry 

for help by reason of the arm of the mighty, and the 

great, and the princes, and those \V hose persons are 
respected, he does no justice. And that man hin1self 

does not turn his heart to seek, and inquire after, 

God who 1nade hint and established hinz ( Deut. xxxii. 6) : 
to say: 10. Where is God, my Maker, who has made 

me great and gotten nze this 'lVealth .(Deut. viii. 17) ; 
and he does not give to hin1 songs in the night ; if. 
( Ps. cxix. 6 2) : At 1nidnig ht I will rise to g·ive thanks 
unto thee,-nor say, why is it that I rob and crush the 
poor, has not God n1ade me, and made n1e great, for 
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naked did I co1ne out of the 7.Vo7nb o.f nzy nzother (i. 2 r ), 
and I have only hi111. For-I r. he teacheth us from 

the beasts of the earth, to recognize his loving kind­

ness and goodness ;-f ron1 the wild beasts of the earth, 
and the fowls of heaven. For he sustains and supports 

the111, and keeps them all alive. It is only God, for these 

all wait upon hinz, that he 11zay give the11z their nzeat 

(Ps. civ. 27; cxlv. I 5). I-le could also have learned 

from thern that great \visdon1, that it is God who gives 
hitn everything. But neither does he understand this 
from his own heart, to seek God, his Maker ; nor 

front the beasts of the earth and the fo'lvls of heaven 

does he learn, so as to g-z·ve hin1 songs [in the nzght] ; 

if. ( Ps. xiii. 9) : The Lord 'lvill conznzand hz·s loving­

kindness [in the daJ1tz.11ze ], and in the nig-ht liz°s song­

shall be 1,vz·th nze ; ( Ps. lxx vii. 7) : / call to re11ie11ibrance 

niy so1~g- in the night; for in the night 1nan lies awake 
and thinks on his bed of that which happened to him 

by day; cf (Ps. iv. 5): Co1n1nune 'lvz°th your 07.vn heart 

zt_Pon your bed; (Ps. xxxvi. 5) : 1-fe deviseth inz°quity 

zt_Pon hz°s bed. rfhe word n~,~~, 1night also be explained 

as (Is. xxv. 5) : ,~01, the cutting- off of the terrible 

ones, an expression of the cutting off of nations ; 

if. (xxxiv. 20): At niidnzg-ht the people are shaken; 

( Exod. xii. 2 9) : and it canie to pass at 1nz°dnight and 

God slew all firstborn ; ( Dan. v. 30) : In that nig·ht 

Belshazzar 'lVas slaz°n. And he teaches us more than 
the beasts, for therefore he created us in his in1age 

as ( Ps. xxxii. 9) : Be ye not as the horse, or as the 

tnule, wliich have ·no understandz.ng. 12. There they 
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cry, this refers to (v. 8) : And th;1 rig·hleousness (may 
profit) a son o_f 11ian; it 111eans: and to a son of a man 

to \vhorr1 thou hast clone righteousness and justice 

against those who oppressed him ; but they have not 

placed God before them, to say: Where is God 1ny 
Maker ; \vhilst others have not done justice unto hin1 

in the place where the oppressed ones cry and no 

one answers; if. (Eccl. iv. 1): And the;, had no 

coJJiforter, and on the side o_f their oppressors there was 

power. Because of the pride of evil men that 

oppressed them and thou didst deliver them, unto 
them should thy righteousness appeal,_ to seek from 

them a portion and an inheritance on account of thy 
goodness, but in what hast thou profited God thereby? 
And according to lbn Ezra,-.Recause of the pride of 

other evil nzen, that oppress former oppressors. I 3. 
Surely God cannot hear idle things, nor can he see them, 

for ( H abak. i. I 3) : For he is of purer e;1es than to belzold 

evil, and he cannot look on perverseness. In this matter 
thou hast only not given him satisfaction, and nothing 

more; but as for that matter, thou shouldst not have 

sought a portion and a heritage (xxxi. 2) as if thou 

hadst given what was thine, and as if he had taken 

aught fron1 thee. It refers to the beginning of his 

speech ( v. 7) : If thou be righteous, what givest thou 

hinz ?-He regardeth it not, the idle talk. I 4. How 

much more when thou sayest thou beholdest him 

not; an argument a fortiori; when thou sayest that 

thou dost not see God, it is idle, thou canst not bear 

it; that for this thou shalt once have to receive judg-
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ment from before him, for then he will all the more 
see vanity. -and thou shalt wait for him, and shalt 

fear him.-Some explain it thus : All the nzore, if thou 

sayest : that thou seest not God,-as he said (xxiii. 

3) : 0 h that I knew 1.vlzere I 1nig ht find hinz, so that he 
would requite a n1an for his righteousness ; and that 
he cannot see perverseness, but thou sayest that he 
shines on, and listens to, the counsel of the wicked ; 
and thou sa yest ( xxx. 20) : / stand up and thou lookest 

at 1ne ;-how much more does he see thy wickedness, 
and thou criest for help, and he does not answer thee. 
-r,, to have a cause before him, like the form r:i, 
(Prov. xxiii. I) : Consider diligently; arrange before 
him thy judgn1ents and thy righteousness, and wait 
for him-an expression of hope-to receive thy reward ; 
but as for having a cause, before him, on account 
of thy righteous deeds ; thou hast no cause, for 
thou hast not benefited hin1 by this. 1 5. And 
now, consider in thy heart, that where-r~ = where 
-he has visited in his anger in vain, so-that he knew 

not~ nor recognized man greatly, when he increases 
and exults ; for W!J:l if. (Ma lac hi iii. 20) and ye shall 

g·rorzv up as calves of the sf all. It is he who says : n1y 
hand is high, and who prevails by his arn1 to rob, and 
does not place God before hin1.-Then thou shalt 
recognize and know that he is a righteous juclge.-1 t 
n1ay be thus explained : And now, because the visita­
tion of his anger is not according to the iniquity of 
1nan. And he does not know the increase, but he 
acts as if he did not knovv the increase of the wicked-
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ness of man. 1 6. And Job opens his mouth in vanity, 
he multiplieth, and increases words in vain ; for he is 

only to be condemned for his many words.-lbn Ezra 

explains it: And 1101.v, because not, because Job has no 

know ledge, he visits in his a11g·er ; and he does not 

know, that the rest, which is his reward, is great ; 

according to his opinion wn::i is defective ; ,vithout the 

J, as WDJ"',. - Having answered him, on each point 

in his (Job's) words separately, he then turns to Job's 

three friends conjointly, in the way of reproof and 

consolation, so as to comfort him, and to show hin1 

God's ways :-How he is merciful and gracious to his 

creatures in all his ways, and not cruel as Job had 

said. 

c.AP. XXXVI.-1. And Elihu added; according to 
R. Mosheh Hadarshan, this is called an addition, 

because he had arranged three speeches against hi rn, 

corresponding to Job's three friends. 2. Wait a little 

for me, and I will show thee. ,t,:;i is the T argun1 for 
wait for 1ne a little and I will tell thee. The l"'argun1 

of Jonathan of ( Is. xlii. 4): The isles ,Sn"'\ shall 1.vait 

for his la1.v, is r,,ri:J"'. C f (] udg. xx. 43) : ,,r,::,, vVait 

for Ben_fanu)z, pursue hinz; wait ye a little, and, 
afterwards, pursue him. For yet, although I have 

replied to all thy words. CJ (l\1a1achi i. 4): For the 

wicked zvazts for the righteous. For he yet waits for 
God, referring to ,vhat he said before (xxxiii. 6) : 
Behold I anz according to thJ1 zvish in God's stead; 

and he wants to show God's \vays and his kindnesses. 
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I bn Ezra says that ,r:,~ is from ,i:,~, a crown, as 
( r San1. xx111. 26) : 0"1bl', they-crowned-enconz-

passed David; ( H ab. i. 4) : the 'ZVz°cked doth conzpass 

about the rig·hteous; (Ps. cxlii. 8) : The righteous 

shall set the cro'Zvn on nie ; and it n1eans here : sho'Zv 

nze sonze honour. 3. I will raise my knowledge, that 
which I think-afar; how God directs the world, 
and not according to their works. And I will ascribe 

righteousness to my Maker, saying, that righteousness 
and justice are his. For 1r,~ if. ( r San1. xvi ii. 8) : 
·,::Jri::J, they have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and 

to 1ne they have ascribed thousands. 4. For truly my 
words are not false, for they are known to the world; 
and his heart is. in vain perfect in knowledge with thee 
in the world ; for the words shall be tried, that they 
are thus. S_ome explain it : in that thou hast called 
God perfect in knowledge; in that I an1 with 
thee; in that n1atter only. He is 1nighty to take 
vengeance, nevertheless-5. Behold God is mighty. 
Or, it means : I-le 'Zvho is perfect in kuo'lvledg·e, i.e. 

God, is with thee; as he says afterwards (xxxvii. r 6) : 
The wondrous 'ZVorks of hinz 'lvho z·s perfect in kno'lv­

ledge. And he despises not the work of his hands, 

as thou hast said (x. 3), so as to find occasions against 
him, to destroy hin1. And as the po\ver consists in 
this that he is mighty in strength of heart, to rule 

over his O\Vn spirit-6. He preserveth not the life of 
the wicked, if. (Exod. xxiii. 7) : _for I 'ZVill not ;·ustifJ, 

the 'Zvicked, because (Ps. v. 7) : He abhorreth the 

bloodthz.rsty and decez"tjul nzan; or, as (Prov. x. 2 7) : 
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but tlze J'ears of the 'lvicked shall be shortened. And 
when the wicked comes to destroy the poor, he will 

condemn hin1; and it is not as thou hast said (x. 3): 
that he shines upon the counsel of the wicked. And 

the right of the poor ; and not as thou hast said 

(xxxiv. 6) : Notzvithstanding 17ZJ' right, I lie. 7. He 
withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous, when 

he shows his merit in judgment, so that he s~ould 
not return unto hi1n according to his righteousness; 

and not as thou hast said : ( x. 4) : Hast thou eyes of 
flesh ? And also kings that are righteous, he places 

upon the throne. And they are exalted over then1 ; 

for, in his judgment, he humbles this one and raises 

another ; and he does not respect the person of kings 

against the righteous ; how much less will he withhold 

thy merit, as thou sayest ? 8. And if they be bound. 

It means: And if thou seest righteous men, that are 
bound in fetters, and taken in cords of affliction and 
sufferings like thee; it is not because he withdra \VS 

his eyes fron1 them ; but there is sin in their hands. 

Through this they will examine their works ; for 

thus he lets the world know. ro. And openeth, 

and thus he opens their ears to reproof; and in th_is 
\Vay he tells then1 that they return from iniquity ; and 

they search out their own ways, and repent. It is not 

for the sake of destroying, ( Prov. iii. J 2) : For wlzonz 
the Lord loveth he reproveth. He does not do so to 
the wicked ; but r r. makes them spend their days in 

prosperity, ,vhilst they endure, and destroys them 

after\\1ards. If they hearken and serve him ; if these 
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understand that their sufferings are not (?) for the sake 

of reproving then1, and they reform their service and 

their deeds, they shall spend their daJ1s in prosperit)1, 

according to their righteousness. I 2. But if they 

hearken not, they shall perish by the sword, n?tp = 

S'lVord. Or, he shall send them by passing them away. 

And they shall die without knowledge, because they 

did not set their heart to know and recognize. r 3. 

But the hypocritical of heart, but those whose service 

was only by way of hypocrisy, as (J er. xii. 2) : thou 

art near in their 11zouth, and far _front their reins, for 

they are not witl:-iin as they show then1selves out­

\Vardly, so as to serve hin1 fron1 love, but only as 

hypocrites, so that he 1nay be good unto then1. They 

lay up anger, to rage against God, saying : \Vhy hast. 

thou done thus unto me, have I not served thee ever 

since n1y youth ? And, thereby, they reveal their 

heart when trouble con1es unto them. l'hcrefore they 
cry not for help unto hz.nz when he bindeth them. For 

they say : What profit and help is it unto us that we 

cry? Have vve not served him all our days without 

profit ? rr he ref ore-- r 4. Their soul dieth ,.p~~~, in 

restlessness, as ( N eh. v. 1 3) : _/ shook out nzJ1 lap, rf. 
(xxxviii. , 3): And the 'ZCJz°cketl be shaken out of it. 

Son1e explain it : in the con1pany of young 1nen and 

sinners-a1nong the sanctified ones, that are ready to 

be killed, as (J er. xii. 3) : and sanctify thenz for the 

day of slaughter. Some explain it : by the death of 

the adulterers, as (Deut. xxiii. 18): 7/zerc shall be 110 

w,p. Having spoken about these hypocrites, as it 
16 
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,vas said : ( v. 6) : He preser-veth not the life of the 

'lVz°cked, he again explains : bui giveth tlie poor their 

rig-ht. :'\ an1ely-1 5. He delivereth the afflicted by his 
affliction, him who is chastened by the sufferings of 

his illness, because he searches out and examines his 
own ways, and he is good to him again. And he 

openeth their ear by adversity ; not for the sake of 
destroying, as he says : 1 6. And anger hath enticed 

thee; he 1neans: Also this very anger and grief has led 
thee away to speak words like these ; because thou 
hast con1e through the mouth into narrowness, into a 
narrow and confined pit, which thou hast never tried, 
but hitherto thou hadst a broad place ; nor wast thou 

straitened. The table was in quietness and ease, and 
thou hadst only tried that which was good. 'fhere­

fore is this trouble very hard for thee. Or, having 

said : He delivereth the afflicted, etc., he proceeds : 
And the anger from the mouth of the adversary, i.e. 

Satan, has led thee away, as ( 2 Chr. xviii. 3 I) : and 

God nzoved theni fro11z hinz. And yet shalt thou be in 

a broad place, and not straitened in the place of 
adversity in which thou art now. And that which is 

set on thy table, rit1~'1 = and that which thou settest 
·on thy table, shall be full of fatness, if thou hearkenest 

and consider thy chastisen1ent, to accept it with love. 
1 7. And the judgment of the wicked; if thou hast 
borne like one of the \Vicked,-the judgment that 
thou hast borne and the justice ,vhich he executeth 
on thee, shall support thee in life ; ( Prov. iii. 1 2) : 

For 'lvhonz tlze Lord loveth, he reprovelh.-R. Eliezer 
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explains it : j"i\ thou art full with the conten­
tions of the wicked, to contend with God. For this 

there is a judgment upon those wicked, who sustain 
and take hold of a judgn1ent, a cause, and a 

reproof against him ( God), at the tin1e of distress. 

For thy righteousness should distinguish at the tin1e of 

distress, to hope for him, b~t not to contend against 
him. 1 8. For lest wrath leads thee away - thy 
\vrath-into sufficiency, into multiplying words, \\rhich 
thou multipliest against him. And then he explains : 
the greatness of the ransom, and the money, shall 

not turn thee aside again, from wrath to life. And 
what is this confidence, that thou multipliest words 

before hi1n ? I bn Ezra explains it : For wrath, 

thou must fear in thy wrath, lest it lead thee 

away ppr;,~, z"n strokes (punishments), and [lest] the 

ransonz, if it be great, lead thee away. I 9. Will thy 

riches suffi.ce,-~~~Hb = thy wealth, the possessor of 
wealth is called :s.,~m. It means : For wealth \vill be 

of no avail, nor all the forces of thy strength. Dost 

thou not see, that--20. The night does not desire-­

the r, is the sign of the feminine-till he brings down 

the forces of thy strength. R... Eliezer explains 

it : (v. I 9) Will this thy wealth and thy confidence 
suffice not to be in distress ; ,vil I it take thee out of 

the 1nouth of dz"stress (v. I 6) by the cont~ntions of 
thy words? And all the forces of the strenglh which 

is thine, will they suffice that thou come forth out of 

the 11zouth of dz~,tress? Neither by 1nu1tiplying \vords, 

nor by thy strong hand shalt thou come forth there-
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from ; but only by supplications. In that case 11'1ID 

is as (Is. xvi i. 7) : ill't?>\ he shall look unto lzis Maker; 
and as the follovving ( V. 20) : ;:i~mn s~.,, thou shalt not 
desire, being an expression of " looking for\varcl to," 

71'1t?> should also be an expression of '' looking f or\vard 

to." Dunash explains it as 71.l'"il, shall he arrang·e; 
and 71'1t?> as an expression of prayer ; and it n1eans : 

if thou forsakest the words of thy contentions, and 

thou wouldst pray, thou shalt be no n1ore in distress, 

and shalt yet have all the forces of thy strength. And 

then thou wouldst desire and look forward to the 

trouble of the night, \V"hen the nations shall go up out 

of their place, as ( xxxi v. 20) : At nzidn~r;(zt the people 
are shaken. Son1e explain it : Thou, now in thy 

distress, shaft not riesire and look forward to the 

shower of the nig·ht and its moisture, to go up with 

the rest of the world in their place, who have enlarge­

ment fron1 their trouble, to go up and to flourish ; on 

account of the words of thy contentions. For the 

distress of 1nan is like the heat of the day, like a 

burning day ; and the enlargement to the drops of 

the night and the sho,ver. Only-2 I. Take heed, do 

not turn any more to iniquity, to contend against 

hin1 in thy wrath, for this, to take heed of this, thou 

shal t choose rather than being in the affliction of 

punishn1ent, and God shall grant thee thy desires, as 

thou thyself choosest to con1e out of the nzouth of 
distress. I bn Ezra explains it : that it is better for 

thee that thou choosest the days of this affliction, so 

that thou turn not to iniquity. F or-2 2. God doeth 
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loftily. In rny opinion it rneans: For this, that thou 
keepest thy 1nouth fron1 speaking iniquity, thou hast 

to choose rather than affliction, of which thou con1-

plainest loudly. For God shall protect thee with his 

power, to take thee out of distress ; and not thou, 

with the forces of thy strength; for who is a teacher 

like unto hhn? [to teach] rnan the way to remedy 

life ; and all that he does unto thee is reproof and 

teaching, as ( Ps. xciv. I 2): Blessed be the ,nan, 'lvhonz 

tlzou chastene~:.t O Lord, and teaclzest out of thy law. 

And ½·hen thou acceptest his reproof, he shall protect 

thee by his power. It may also be explained : Behold, 
God exalts 1nan by his power to raise hin1 to the 

degree of princes and honoured men, and who is like 

him to hurl, to cast down the exalted and honoured 

upon the face of the earth in conten1pt ; then n:ri~ 

would be as ( Ex. xv. I, 2 I) : i'Joi, he hatlt thrown 1'nto 

the sea, and the verse presents a parallelisn1. :nwp n,,o, 

archer ( 1 San1. xxxi. 3) is the san1e as "Oii ( Ps. lxxviii. 

9 ). 2 3. Who hath enjoined him his way ? vVhen 

he chastises n1an, to say : thou doest not justly reprove 

and judge ; or 'lvho can sa;v to hin1 thou lzast ivrought 

unrighteousness in thy judg1nent? 24. Whereof men 

have sung unto hin1, and great n1en praised hin1, for 

kindnesses and \vondrous deeds. For-25. All men 

have looked thereon, and recognized his \\'ay of 

kindness and 1nercy. Man beholdeth from a ren1ote 

time, fro1n the days of old, the ways of his rnercy ; 

they therefore sing unto hin1, and praise his nan1e. 

26. Behold, God is great. Having said: (v. 24) that 
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thou nzagnify his 1.vork, he proceeds to say that he is 

great and we know not his might, nor do ,ve consider 

that he does not deal with us according to his n1ight, 

but according to his 111ercy and his kindness; and 

because he said (v. 25) 1nan beholdeth z·t a.far off, he 

adds: that this a.far o(f refers only to the days of 

rnan, which are short ; for he cannot (really) behold 

a.far off, the numbers of his years being unsearchable. 

Thus it seen1s to 111e; but others take 1~9?;) _,.,~HP, his 
years are a nu11zber ; the n un1 ber of the years of his 

1nighty and wondrous deeds is not such a great tin1e, 

for clay by day does he show us his kindly deeds, 

,vhich are unsearchable,' we have not the understand­

ing to search then1. 27. For he maketh small the 

drops of water, so that they be fine drops, and be not 

heavy upon the seeds, and sweep thetn away. .!;'J~., 

[ a71zeuuisera]. which distil, and pour in rain, in the 

place of the vapour that rose first, before God caused 

rain to con1e upon the earth ( Gen. ii. 5--6 ). It 111eans : 

As (the vapour) rises gently fro111 the earth, and not 

in a stream, thus the rain con1es down gently, through 

the s111allness of the drops. 30. Behold, he spreadeth 

his light upon the cloud ; and covereth the bottom of 

the sea there\vith. 3 1. For by them, by the clouds 

. . . . he judgeth the peoples ; he chastises them with 

fan1ine by absence of rain ; and by them he giveth 

meat to him that is numerous in children, and needs 

food. 32. Because of violence of hands he covereth 

the light; rain is withheld. And commands about 

it, that it co1ne through hin1 that entreats in prayer. 
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33. He telleth about it, the friend of his generation, 
and the great and wise an1ong then, ; tel!eth about it, 

before God, the troubles and needs of the generation. 

Or, its friend telleth about him; he teaches then1 to 

exan1ine their deeds and to return to hi1n. The price ; 

this is the price at which rain shall be obtained. Yea, 

he rises upwards through this ; as ( Hos. vii. 16) : 

They return, but not to hin1 that is on high; ( 2 San1. 

xxiii. 1) : who rzvas raised on hig·h. Our Sages explain 

it: the purchase of anger and wrath by him who is 

overbearing ; but the vocalization, nan1ely TTJj)O having 

a Pathach (katan = •. ·) does not prove that it is in 

stat. construct. to 9~ ; for if this were so, it would have 

the kan1etz (katan = .. ) ; nor would it have a disjunctive 
accent, namely l?.ebz·a. 

CAP. XXXVI I.--1. 11:1:'1 And leaps, as (Lev. xi. 

2 1) : To leap rzvz"thal, i.e. n1y heart is in astonish­

n1ent. 2. Hearken ye unto the noise of his voice ; 

the thunders, when he thunders in the firn1an1ent; at 

the sound which goeth out of his mouth. 3. Under 

the whole heaven it is seen, iTT7tp\ as ( xx. 9) : zot shall 

not behold hz'nz ; the lights are n1eant which the 

lightnings give forth, ses lusres. 4. After it, after that 

light, the voice of the thunder roareth and thunders 

with the voice of his majesty, that is, the thunders 

and lightnings that bring the rain. And God stayeth 

them not, -i.e. these things, when the voice of hin1 who 

prays is heard before hin1. tf)p~~ = he cuts then1 
off, estalyer; in the language of the Mishna we find 

(Sotah 16a) : In three places does the Halacha n:ip,1', 
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supplant the text. 6. For he saith to the snow, by 
111eans of these voices, fall thou on the earth, and 

showers of rain together with then1 ; and the showers 

of rain, n1eaning that they shall co1ne fro111 the four 

,vinds. 7. By the hand of every man he sealeth; 

when a 111an sins before hin1, the man hin1self seals his 

own hand writing, on the clay of his death, on which the 

transgressions con11nitted by hin1 are written. That 

every 1nan 1nay know his work, to tell hin1 what he is 
judged for. 8. Then the beasts con'le in a1nbush, God 

has 1nany rnore messengers by whom he executes 

his vengeance, a sending of wild beasts. 9. And 

stor1n and cold ; □"17!?:?, there is a store called 

llftizzari11i. I o. By the breath, by his wind; and 

the breadth of the waters in a flood, pouring, as a 

punishn1ent. "17:;i 9~, the ruler appointed over the 
clouds. He spreadcth abroad the cloud of God's rain. 

r 1. The cloud of his light, the raincloud. r 2. And 

he, that is thus appoi1"!_ted, is turned round about by 

the guidance of God, for their work, na111ely of the 

rains. He is greatly turned round about, regarding 

the ,vork that is put upon then1, to do either good or 

evil. As ,ve learned ( Rosh H ashana I 7 b) : If Israel 

were perfectly righteous on the N e\v Year's Day, and 

n1uch rain were decreed for them, and they should 

then becon1e sinf ~l ; it would be impossible to din1inish 

[the supply of rain], for the decree would already have 

gone forth ; but God would let it con1e down out of its 

season, and upon a land that did not require it ;--And 

'' someti111es to do good"; how is this? etc.--whatso-
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ever he com111andeth them, the rains, to do on earth. 

r 3. Whether it be for correction, for the punishment 

of men ; by letting then1 descend on n1ountains and 

hills, that are not places for sowing; or for his land, 

to let then1 descend as originally decreed ; neither for 

punish111ent, nor within the boundary of justice; (i.e. 
nor for n1ore benefit than strict justice requires); but 

n1idway bet,veen ( these t,vo extren1e courses). Or for 

n1ercy, when the generation becon1e all n1ore righteous 
tha'n they were on the New Year's Day ; then those 

rains, that were decreed to descend in a 111ediun1 

n1anner, shall be turned round about by his guidance, 

to descend in their due seasons: and on land that 

needs then1, so that not a drop go in waste. He shall 

let it come, the rain, in one of these ways. r 5. How 

God layeth upon them, the law of the everlasting 

covenant ; how they depend on his decree. I 6 . .,w7~q, 

the uncovering of the cloud, an expression of [ a space J 
open on both sides ; it n1eans : over the length and 

breadth of the clouds. Dost thou know .... the 

wondrous works of hhn that is perfect in knowledge? 

How it is r 7. that thy garments are warn1? By his 

quieting the earth by the south ,vind, that does not 

kill the people with cold, because the east wind gives 

,var111th ; as it is said (Jonah iv. 8) : a sultry east wind; 
n.,w.,,n, that silences all other winds. I 8. Strong as a 

mirror, the sky is strong as a 1nolten ~nirror, in which 

won1en look. p~~o, Ires sur, exceedingly strong. I 9. 
Teach us what we shall say unto him to God, when 

we contend with hin1; we are not able to order ( our 
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speech unto hin1) by reason of darkness, \vhich is 
(Ps. xvi ii. : 2) : his h1.d1·ug· place and his surroundinJ{-

20. Shall it be told hin1 that I would speak ; is he 

like hun1an beings, that it is necessary to tell hi1n that 
which comes forth f ron1 our n1outh ?-If a man speak, 

anything vvith his 1nouth, that it is \,Vhispered and re­

vealed to him on the spot. Cf. (2 Sam. xvii. 16): 

.1JS:J." jD, lest it be whispered to the I<ing. Our 
Sages explain it : Can all his praise be told , hi11z, 

that l should speak that we should speak of him and 
his mighty deeds? if a nzan speak to tell them all, 

surely, he shall be swallowed up in his place. 2 1. And 
now they see not the light, the teaching, even when 

the sky is full of the bright clouds, so as to cause rain 

to descend. The wind passeth, and cleanseth them, 

and no rain descends. 2 2. Out of the north cometh 

golden splendour, the north wind blows, and passes 

the rain away, and the sun shines, if. (Zech. iv. 12): 

that enzjtJ1 the gold out of thenz. Before God, S~ = 
before him. Touching 23. the Ahnighty, we have not 

seen him mighty in power, to awaken his judgments 

against n1en according to the greatness of his power, 
but in mercy. He set men's atonement in a small 

thing, according as they can afford: the handful [ of 

flour] of a meal-offering, half a shekel, turtledoves, 

pigeons, oxen, sheep. He did not trouble them to 
den1and a Reen1 or a roebuck. And judgment, 

chastisement; and he will not afflict rpen in an 

extreme manner, and so he does not afflict them for 

his own justification 1nore than is right in regard to 
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,vhat it is impossible (for then1), but every man as 

he is able (Deut. xvi. I 7 ). 24. Men therefore are 
afraid of hhn, to plead vvith hin1, for he regardeth 

not any that are wise of heart, that vvan t to deal 

vvisely \Vith hin1 ; their wisdon1 is nothing in his eyes. 

Our Sages explain it to refer to Job ; l~lihu said to 

him: Thou hast not obtained the privilege of having 

sons wise of heart ren1aining to thee, because thou 

hast i111posed extreme fear upon thy generation. 

CAP. XXXVIII.-1. Then the Lord answered Job 

out of the whirlwind and said. TT1.l'DTT 1o = TT1.l'D TT:io. 

Count thy hairs, and I shall give as many answers. 
Front the ivhz'rlivz·nd, with which thou hast reproached 

me, saying (ix. I 7) : He ivho breakel h nze with a ivhirl­

'lvind, I shall answer thee ; as thou shalt hear at the end 

of the reply ( v. 2 5) : Who has separated a place for the 

haz·r, a hole for each hair. 2. That darkeneth counsel, 

counsel that is dark and foolish. 3. Gird up now thy 

loins like a man; an allusion for hi1n to rouse himself 

f ro111 his sickness and suffering. ,:r~J9t.? = its measures. 

5, 6. Or who laid the cornerstone thereof, in the 

n1iddle of the sea, when the world was water, and from 

which place the world's foundation was laid. 7. 

Where wast thou - when the morning stars sang 

together for the first time? 8. With doors, the sand, 

the border of the sea. When it brake forth, ~n~~~ 

= when it ,vas drawn forth going out of the deep as 

( Ps. xxii. I o) : that didst draiv 1ne forth fronz the 

zvo11zb. 9. When I made the cloud round about the 
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ocean, which enco111passes the world ; and which 

clouds surround as a garn1ent --~n~i::'D = its swaddling­
band, if. (Ezek. xvi. 4) : uor 1vast tlzou srzvaddled. 10. 

And I broke, I 111ade breaks to it all round, to keep it 
back within then1, ,vhich are a boundary to it, which 

it shal1 not pass ; if. (Josh. vii. 5) : aud tlu:j' clzased 
the111 before the gate unto the quarrz·es, i.e. ditches that 

surround the to,vn. 1 2. Since thy days, fron1 the 

day that thou wast born. And again-Hast thou 
since thy days com1nanded I 3. to take hold of the 
corners of the earth? As a n1an, who takes hold of 

the corners of a garn1ent, and shakes it, so shall I once 

take hold of the earth by its corners, and shake the 
wicked (out of it); if. (Is. xxxi. 3): vf/hen the Lord 

slzall -iucline his lzand, both he that lzelpeth shall stunzble, 

etc. ; as a n1an, who holds anything in his hand, drops 
it by inclining his hand. I 4. Thou changest thy 
forn1ations, as clay under the seal; the cast of man's 
countenance when he dies ; to live again at the resur­
rection of the dead, and they shall stand forth in their 

garn1ents. 1 5. Then shall their light be withholden 
fron1 the wicked, ,vhen they die ; and there shall the 
high arm be broken. 1 6. The entanglements, the 
locks, of the sea; cf. (Ex. xiv. 3) : they are eutangled. 

1 7. The gates of death. 2 I. Thou knowest all this, 

for then wast thou born, when I created then1. 23. 
Which I have withheld, reserved, against the time of 

trouble, against the five kings in Gibeon.-against the 
da:y of battle, and war with Gog and Magog. 24. The 
light is parted, the irradiation of the sun, which 
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diverges this way and that way, like the horns of a 

ran1. The East, the sun in the east. 25. Who hath 

separated a place for the hair. ~~w, the Arabic for 

hair is ~!J~"lw; to every hair of the head I have given 

,1S.1Jri, a separate hole, to draw sap from ; if two would 

dra\v from the same hole, the eyesight would fail. 

These have not been changed by n1e, ho,v then should 

I change J."1"1~, Job, for J."1"1~, enen1y ? 'fhis is i'T1.lJDi1 jO 

(v. r ). Another explanation is : 'fhe drops of rain 

to stream ; I have separated for every [single] drop a 

hole in the clouds ; for if they were to come down 

from one hole, they would soften the earth, and turn 

it into mire. And a way for the lightning of the 

thunder, who has separated then1 ? every thunderclap 

has its own path, and if two were to proceed along one 

path, men would not be able to bear the sound. 27. 
The waste, land that is dark from famine. 28. The 

fountains of dew, "Is)~ = "ISl, the ~ being paragogic ; as 

(xiii. r 7) ·: "lri1n~"1, and nzy declaration Z:n )'Oztr ears, 

with the additional ~ at the beginning of the word, for 

the formation of the noun; thus ( Ezek. xxi. 20): 

r,nJ.~, tlie sound of tlz.e srzvord; r,nJ.~ = n"1J."1J, the barking 

of the svvord, the cry of the sword. Another explana­

tion is ; "ISl~ = "IJl~, the basins of the dew, like basins, 

divisions, in which the dew is contained. The S inter­

changes with the :i, as, in the book of Ezra (Nehem. 

xiii. 7) : i'T:JWJ for ,1:,wS, a chan1 ber. 29. Hoarfrost, glese. 

30. The waters are hidden as a stone, by the frost 

which congeals ·every drop that is upon then,. And 

the face of the deep is caught, and held together, by it. 
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3 r. the chains of the Pleiades, so that all its ( the 

constellation's) cold should not go forth, and destroy 

the world by its coldness. Or the bands of the Orion, 

estelles, canst thou loose, to leave out its heat, to take 

away the cold of the Pleiades? 32. The planets, all 

the other planets, (constellations). w,1', a great star of 

the Pleiades, to which many stars are attached; two 

of these were taken away to open the \vindows of the 

Deluge, and placed in the constellation of Aries. God 

will restore them in the future tin1e, and it shall be 

comforted. Tanchun1a. 33. His dorninion, the 

dominion of the planets, to bring heat, and cold, and 

summer, and winter upon the earth. 34. Canst ·thou 

litt up thy voice to the clouds, to lay your comn1and 

thereon? Or will the abundance of water cover thee 

frorn heaven at thy behest? 35. And say unto thee, 

in the place ,vhere they were sent, Here we are, we 

have fulfi1led thy n1ission ? For they need not return 

to their [forn1er J place to bring back \Vord, that 

they fulfilled their n1ission, for the divine presence 

is everywhere. 36. In the inward parts, i.e. the reins. 

,,:;wS, to the cock: in the language of the Sages ; 

son1e say it 1neans the heart, \vhich il:l,W, considers and 

1neditates on the con1ing events. 3 7. Who can tell, 

and warn thern of, their charge ? The bottles of 

heaven, made like bottles in which the rains are 

collected, as ( r San1. i. 24) : aud a bottle o.f rzvine. 38. 

When the dust ran together, at t_he tin1e \\'hen I 
poured the dust, into a n1ass, for the foundation of the 

world, and the clods clave fast together. round about on 
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all sides, till it was filled over the length and breadth. 

40. When they couch, when they stand crouching to 
lie in wait. 41. They wander for lack of food ; for 

their own fathers hate them, and God prepares gnats 
for them, that are brought forth from their dung and 

enter their mouths. 

CAP. XXXIX.-1. l'?z;;,-,S,~\ Stez"nbock. It hates 

its young, and, when preparing to give birth, goes to 

the top of a high rock, so that its young should 

fall to the earth and die. But God prepares an eagle 
that receives it on its wings. When the hinds do 

calve, SS,n, an expression of S,n, the pangs of a woman 

in childbirth. The hind's womb is narrow, and the 

young cannot con1e forth ; and, at the time of birth, 
I prepare a dragon, that beats her womb so that it 
opens; should it be a moment too early or too late, 

she would die immediately. I kno\v to distinguish 
these moments, and should the distinction between 

J.,,~ Job, and J.,,~ enen1y, escape me? 3. They 

divide, their womb opens, and the young come forth, 
and their pangs of childbirth, they send away from 

them when they bear, at the moments which I destine 

for them. 4. -=in7r:,\ they are strong ; and return not 
to them, when they are a little grown, they increase 

in strength in the open field on seeds and herbs, and 

require not the bringing up by men or by their 
mothers. 5. Free, for no n1an can domesticate the 
wild ass and teach him the ,vork of cattle; i'iil' = the 

T 

wi]d ass ; hath loosed his bonds ; for it has not the 

yoke of man. 6. n:;,.1~ = the vTilderness ; the salty, the 
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salt land. 7. rrn,,nwr, = the shoutings; if. (Zech. iv. 7): 
Shoutings of g·race. 8. The range of the mountains is 

his pasture, he spies out (ir,) and searches for hin1-

sel f a place for pasture. 9. z:r,, = o~,, Reen1. Serve 

thee, to serve thee. r o. With his band of the 

furrow; the band of the rope that binds the oxen 

along the furro\vs of the plough. Or will he harrow, 

,::rtP; = prepare the field. r I. \Y"ilt thou trust, him 

to gather in thy produce, because his strength is great, 
and he can bear great burdens ;-Wilt thou leave to 

him thy labour, to bring it into- the house? I 3. The 

wing of the Renanim rejoiceth, o,~r, is the nan1e of 

a large bird, called in the language of the Mishna, 

,J::rr iJ. ( Bee horot 5 7 b) ; or the winged-every bi rcl is 

called ilJ'.;l~ (winged) because it flies in the air-it 
means : or the bird that is nan1ed Stork, ilJ.,i;,t,r, and 

the bird that is nan1ed il~~J ( N otza)? See what its 
,vays are! 14. She leaveth her eggs on the earth, and 
goes and \Varn1s herself in the dust at a distance. 1 5. 

And forgetteth that the foot shall crush it ; the egg ; 

;i:,~1r;, = shall break it.-16. r:rtppry, she dealeth hardly 

with her young ones, fron1 her heart as if they were not 

hers ; her labour is in vain, and she is not afraid to 

lose then1. 1 8. What time she strays away on high ; 

\vhen she flies on high. She laugheth at the horse: 

she is not [dfraid]- if he tread on the eggs and breaks 
them. ~,,ar,, all forn1s of the word ;-,~ia;-, apply to a 

man whose heart prornpts hi111 to stray a\vay from his 
n1odes of life, his bringing up, his country, to roan1 in 

other countries, and to try other 111odes of 1 if e, esvoJ1t!ra ; 
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c/ (Deut. 
. 

XXl. I 8) : a stubborn il1101, and rebellious 
son ; and in the language of the -ralinud it is .,~,o~, as 

(I{ethubot 636): Rab Zebid's daughter-in-la1v 1~ebelled 

and 1vent a1vay (if. R .. ashi on Chulin 586 and on Baba 

Metzia 77a). r 9. Shaking; n9~'J, an expression of 
□111, thunder and fright, if. (Ezek. xxvii. 35): they 
are troubled in their countenance. 20. As a locust, 

to skip and leap as a locust, and shake all around hirn. 

His snorting, when he blows loudly fron1 his nostrils, 

is terrible. 2 r. They spy in the valley, as (Deut. i. 2 2) : 

the Ji shall spy out the land for us ; for it is the custon1 

of horsemen to lie in wait in the valley and in the 

dales, and the horse rejoices and goes out to meet the 
weapons. 22. And is not dismayed, and does not 

fear. 2 3. The quiver rattleth, full of arrows that knock 

against each other, and the sound thereof is heard. 

The blade of the spear, the sharp part of sword 

and spear ; all the iron is called :iv, (flame) : cf. 
(] udg. iii. 2 2) : the haft 'ZVent z·n afler the blade. 2 4. 

He hollows out the ground, ~9~;, he n1akes n101l, 

holes, with his feet. And believeth not, from his 

great joy, desirous as he is of battle, that it is the 
,var trumpet. 2 5. As oft as the tru1npet, as (Levit. 

xxv. 28): "'i, enough to brz"ug· it back to hz"11z; much 

( sounding of the) trumpet. He saith, Aha, n~ry is 

the expression uttered by those vvho rejoice ; as nn~ 

is an expression of grief. 26. Does the hawk soar ? 

,:;i~\ does the hawk spread out his wing? It is an 

angel resembling a hawk, who, by the spreading of his 

,vings stays the severity of the south wind, that it may 
17 
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not destroy the ,:vorld. 30. They gulp down blood, 

only according to the n1easure as one is able to swallow 

of blood, or water ; but it appears as if one s,vallows 

111uch ; (,11S~r,), in imitation of the sound 'Al 'Al ; 

thus, in the language of the Sages, when speaking 

about giving the ,von1an that has gone astray to drink 

(Sotah 10a), they n1ake her swallow, j"i11,110 ('Ar 'Ar) 

and drink against her will; cf. (Is. xv. 5): the;, raz."se a 

Cl]' of destruction ; the prophet using the onomatopoetic 
\vord ,,1111\ in in1itation of the sound produced by 

the throat. Where the slain are there is she, to eat. 

Our sages explain all this passage as an allegory 

applying to .A .. aron in the Pesiktha to Achre lVIoth 

( Pesiktha Rabbathi, par. 47) : ( v. 2 7) Does the eagle 
1nount up at thy command; z·.e. the divine presence, 

of ,vhich it is said ( Deut. xxxii. 1 r): As the eagle 

spreads out /Is ues!; He removes his court that they 

do not injure Aaron when he enters the sanctuary on 

the Day of Atonen1ent.-(v. 28) He dwelleth on the 

rock and hath his lodging there ; Aaron was secure 

when he placed (his censer with the incense) on the 

foundation stone (Eben Shethiah). - (v. 29) From 

thence he spieth out food, he prayed for that ,vhich 

,vas needed during the year. And after all that 

honour, he witnessed the death of his two eaglets 

N adab and Abihu, \vho died that n1y name might be 
sanctified through then1, and that n1y fear might fall 
upon all that re111ained. 
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CAP. XL.- 1, 2. And the Lord answered Job and 
said. - Shall he that cavilleth contend with the 

Almighty ; ,ir:r~ = ,,ntv\ shall n1an rnake himself 
n1aster to contend with the Aln1ighty? - He that 
argueth with God let him answer it ; Let hin1 that 
comes to argue answer his words. 5. Once have I 
spoken ( ix. 2 2) : he desf'ro;1s the z·nnocent and the 'l.vz·cked; 

It n1eans, I have spoken little and will proceed no 

further. Others explain it: Once have I spoken; 
11an1ely, he destroJ1S the innocent and the 'l.vicked, and 
twice; nan1ely, (xiii. 20): Do not do [t'l.vo thing·s] unto 

1ne; I will proceed no further. 6. Then the Lord 
answered Job-and said-8. Wilt thou disannul my 

judgment? Wilt thou argue with thy words· to 
disannul my j udgment, and sho\v that it is perverse? 
1 o. Deck thyself now, ili~, an expression of adorn­

ing and ornan1ent. 12. And crush, as (Num. xi. 8): 

they pounded in a mortar. 1 5. Behen1oth, which is 
prepared for the time to con1e. 1 6. His strength is 
in his loins, its testicles are injured and hidden, but 
not entirely ren1oved.-In the muscles of his belly, 

"7"-:irp:;i, as ( Cant. vii. 3) 71,w, th;1 navel, (F.) lonibril. 

1 7. r-ar:,~, like HJn\ he hardens ; and thus in the 
language of our sages (Chulin, 476): ~i"Dn,, hard as 

'l.Vood; 'i"'JDP, the testicles. -Are knit together, as 

t\visted cords, cf. ( Lam. i. 1 4 ), theJ' are knit tog·ether ; 
or as 1110, the \vebbing of a bed, in the language of 
the Sages ; it is an expression of twisted cord ; entre­

lacer. I 8. "P"D~, strength, as ( Gen. xliii. 3 1) : pD~T1"\ he 

restraz"ned hinzself, [1'argum J ronn~\ he strengthened 
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hirnself- 'Y'Q'J?-, his bones ; like bars of iron; ',"~9~, 
like a load of iron. I 9. The beginning of the ways 

of God, he was created at the beginning to be the 
chief of all anin1als.-He that made him, only God 
hi1nself can kill hin1. 20. The mountains bring him 
forth food, and it is written in the book of Psaln1s 
(1. 1 o) : Behenzotlz upon a thousand hills, a thousand 

hills bring forth food for hin1, he feeds on all of then1 

every day, and they are grown again the next day. 

2 r. □"?~~' the shadow of the trees. ( v. 2 2) The 
shadows cover him with shadow, nan1ely, that shado,v 
of the covert of the reed, and the fen, he is surrounded 
and hedged round by 1nany trees. 23. Behold, he 
deprives (others) of a river, and he hardens not. His 
belly is not hardened by his drinking, as (v. 1 7) : he 

hardens hz"s tai"l.--He is confident, when he draws, he 
is confident to dra,v the whole Jordan into his mouth, 

if he ,vere to drink there; D":?-~ as (Ps. xxii. 10): dra1.vn 
1ne forth _fro11z tlze 1.vo1nb. 24. With his eyes he shall 
take hhn, when he looks at hin1 he tren1bles fron1 the 
fear of hin1.-Snares, □"~p~a are fishern1en's tools ,vith 
which they catch fish. 2 5. Canst thou draw out 
Leviathan? etc.-and if thou ,vouldst dra,v hi1n with a 

fishhook. 26. Canst thou put a reed into his nose? 
2 7. Will he 1nake many supplications unto thee ; I t 

n1eans : thou art unable to approach hin1 with in1ple­
n1ents of fishing.-(v. 23) Behold he oppresses the 
river, he takes it by violence and drinks it, but his 
belly does not become s,vollen and hard fron1 111uch 

drinking, for his belly is large, and he is confident 
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that he can drink it in one draught. Yet God put 
his eyes upon hin1, and he is bound before him. -­

( v. 24) Snares, implements of fishers, with which they 
pierce the nose of large fishes when they are caught 

in the net, or by the rope to which the fishhook is 
attached.-(v. 25) Canst thou press down his tongue, 

to ren1ove the iron hook (reed) by which the jaw of 
the fish is pierced to bring it forth ?--(v. 26) Canst 

thou pierce, :J.PD = ::ip::ir,. 29. Wilt thou play with him 
as with a bird, which is bound on the neck of the 

boys to play with? 30. ~1?\ Shall the consulters 
with a familiar spirit dig against him? CJ (Deut. 

xviii. I I) : and the consulters 'lvz-'th a /anzzlz'ar sp£rz-'t ; 

that the fishern1en dig ; digging is not to be taken 

literally, but n1etaphorically; if. (Prov. xxvi. 27) 
Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein ; as if they 
sought the Leviathan to catch and divide it an1ong 
the merchants. 31. Wilt thou fulfil thy desire to 

1nake a tent of his skin? Or wilt thou make of his 
head, i.e. the Leviathan's, a shade of fishes, thus the 

shade n1ade of his skin is called : □'':~l'J s~~~' ( redupli­
cated) as pip,\ z::r10,~, ,1,pip.-Do so no more, 9i;;:,~r, 
(with a Pathach) as (Ruth ii. 14), ,i:,~T"I\ because of 

the pause accent (Soph Pasuk). 
CAP. XLI.-r. If a n1an look at hin1, he shall be 

cast to the ground. 2. No n1an is so fierce that he 
can stir hin1 from his place-Who then is he that can 
stand before n1e, who n1ade hi n1 so when I created 

hin1? 3. Who has been before me, to be beneficent, 
that I should repay? I have given him the full 
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reward. All is mine, and I arn able to pay him the 

re\vard. 4. I \vill not keep silence, so as not to repay 

his reward to his children. 5. And \Vho can approach 
to uncover the scales that are his garment ; his double 

bridle, his two lips, an upper and a lower one. 6. 

The doors of his face, his lips when they are closed. 

7. r[ here is greatness and pride in the strength of 

his shields ; i.e. the scales, that close over, and are 

attached to one another. F or-8. One is near to 

another, and close together, each attaching one to the 

other. 10. When he sneezes, a flame issues fron1 his 

n1outh and shines, as the sun shines and is red in the 

morning. I I. Torches of fire, ,,~..,~ = 0,1,~7, torches. 

I 2. 1~o1~, a great pot, \vhich sends forth steam from 

seething. 14. All terror and fear turns, before him, 

into exultation and laughter. 1 5. The flakes of his 

flesh, they are pieces of his flesh that are hard-they 

are joined together, ~p,7, (::i \vith rfsere), as (xxix. 

r o) : Their toug·ue r!eaved (np:}i) to the roof of their 

1nouth, on account of the pause accents, Athnachta 

and Soph Pasuk. I 6. Firm, p~~-: is forn1ed like ..,..,..,, (?), 
and, like p~'"lo, means strong. The nether (millstone); 

the one that is firmly fixed in the ground, and does not 

easily break. But in (Judg. ix. 53) : And a certain 

'l.Vo11zan cast ::i:J, nSD upon A b-i1;ze!ech's head, the upper 

n1illstone is n1eant, the one that turns round. 1 7. For 

the breakers ; oi7;iq:h.~, the breakers of the sea ; the 
waves of the sea, they fail before hin1, and becon1e as 

if they had not been. 18. The sword \vhich is his shall 

pursue him, he cannot avail before hin1. Nor the spear, 
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the dart, nor the coat of mail; in1plements of ,var : 
,r,,w like rr,w, the coat of n1ail ; [ Or, J !'Do, as ( 1 l(ings 

vi. 7) : 1.vas built of stone nzade ready at the quarry. 

20. The son of the bow, the archer. 2 1. The clubs, 
nrr1r, is the nan1e of a ,veapon. 2 2. The sharp rays 

of the sun, a ray of light. L w,n J = wow, the sun-if. 
(ix. 7) : Who conunandeth the sun, and it 1"iseth not ; 
(J udg. xiv. 18) : Before the sun 1.vent do1.vn; w,n "1Y=rn, 
if (Ps. xxii. I) : ,nwiT r,S,~, the hind of the 1nornz·ng·, 

. the horn (ray) of light, which branches off this and 
that way. Gold upon the mire, his belly shines like 
gold, and he is stretched upon the mire. "1D1" as 
(Cant. iii. 1 o) : The bottonz thereof is of gold; fi1Q as 
(Prov. viii. 19) : llf_y fruit is better than g·old, ;1ea, tlzan 

fine gold. 2 3. Like a sn1all pot he n1aketh the deep 
to boil ; nS,~~iT, which is deep, and the sea like com­

pounded spices. 24. To hoariness, to weakness and 
feebleness. 2 5. There is not on earth any that could 
rule over him, that is made for this, not to be dis­
mayed, not to fear.-The sons of pride, the proud. 

CAP. XLII.-2. Then Job answered the Lord.­
Thou canst do everything, and no design is restrained 
from thee ; all that thou purposest to do, thou doest. 
,~~:, • as ( Gen. xi. 6) : and no1.u nothz'ng· 1.vzll be re­

strained fronz thenz, ivhicli they liave inzag·ined to do. 
3. That hideth counsel and wisdon1, that man shall not 
know. For, because I kne\v not wisdom and under­
standing, have I uttered and spoken that which I 

spoke. I abhor my life. 6. And I repent, as to n1y 
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death, for I have obtained the privilege to hear thy 

report which I heard of old (?). 7. As my servant Job. 
1~ or you con1n1enced ; and he put you to silence, you 

ought to have con1forted hin1, as Elihu did·; for a man 

1nust not be taken to account l for what he says J when 

he is in trouble ( Baba Bathra I 66 ). I o. Twice as 

much, the verse does not intend this to be taken 

literally. 
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Ch. xxxiv. V. 6. r,·rri1N r,J.. Read M1SEl1:JiT M1"M1N r,:,. 

T'he passage is also otherwise corrupt. 

v. 14. 1'l:l 
1
"ElN 1J.""'n"' NS. Read 1'l1 '"ElN 1J. '"'n"' NS. 

v. 30. OY pW11' "::lElo. Read 01' "'Wpo "':JElo (the catch­
words f ron1 the verse). 

v. 36. 1S"'NW j1N "'W:JN:l. Probably 1S"'N:l jiN "W:JN:l. 

Ch. xxxv. v. 14. 7M1'1 iTN11 N1nw. l<ead -,:,"-, N1iTW pw ',:,. 

Ch. xxxvi. v. 2. 0,1,r, ',:,n. Read 0,1,r, ,ri:,, both 

here and in the Leipz. MS. The passage is also 

otherwise corrupt, some phrases being ( as else­

where) transposed. 

v. 6. 1:l""'n"' NS. 'fhe N', of 1'W1 '"'n"' NS refers also 
to this phrase, and we have a double negation. 

v. 20. nJ.p:i j1WS 1"'MiT1. See I bn Ezra. 

1·b. 11'"1W J:lNW r:,ri. Read -,:,"-, PM"'1. 

v. 3 I. t:l"SEl1:i 1"'1:loS. Read t:l"',Elb ,.,:i:,o',. See Rashi. 
Ch. xxxvii. v. 6. riin,, 1'J.1NO, alluding to the four 

. 
expressions : M11bo t:lWl ibo owl. 

v. 20. 7',o', 1'',J."' jEl 'o:, ,"'o 1"'SN n',1"'1. Rashi on 2 Sam. 

xvi i. I 6 says : iT.!.'"'S:iJ.1 ,rioJ. -,', ioN\ llSJ.". 

v. 2 1. ,,-,r, 11N 1Ni NS iTM.!.'1. Read 11N 1Ni NS iTM1', 

. n,,ri See Rash i. 

Ch. xxxviii. v. 1. 7',w iT11'DiT 1o. Read 7',w iT11'D n:io. 

CJ v. 25. 
v. 29. CJ Rashi on Exod. xvi. 14, and on Ps. cxlvii. I 6. 

Ch. xxxix. v. I 8, "'N10N ,,o',r, nwSJ.1. Ketuboth 6 3 b 
\Vhere the reading is sornewhat different. 

Ch. xii. v. 1 8. 1:iD,,ri NS iwN J.in. Read -,', iwN J.in 

. 1:iEl,iti 

v. 2 1. r"', ow "'',:,. Read j"'"'i "'',:, ow. 
18 
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Ch. xxv111. v. 2 8. ,'::n or,-,r,-,n ,:::ir,:n. See xxvi. 5. 

ib. ( 18). ,'::n ~,p t'JD1"' ',,. I'he printed text (Frankel's 

Monatschrift, 1857, p. 352) reads: ilo:Jn ,ol1tv "'O 

,ol1 1"'S,ow □,~il jO ,ri,"' ilp,n, ,,, il:J. 1,Sr1S S,:J"' 

.,''::,, □"'::l"':JD 

C h. xxix. v. I I. ~DWOil Sli r,,,l1 nwS. Read Sl1 ri11l1 ,,wS 

. rlin . 

Ch. xxx. v. 4. ,''::,, O"'n,So ,Sl1iT r1:::iwo j,tvS::i,. See Rashi, 

who says : 1Y1:JWW nr,,~::, . . . . □"'n,So iT:JWO nwS::i, 

,"::,, □.,n,So ,SJ.1n.-n,So, as a herb, occurs in the 

M ishna, Ohaloth viii. 5 ; the quotation □.,n,So ,Slin 

,:J'', is taken fron1 Talmud I<z"ddushin, 66a. The 

copyist omitted the words: . ,:::i.,:::iww nr,,~::, ... □"'n,So 

ib. ,s.,~iT r,,i"'D □,po::i. On Gen. xxiv. 63, n,wS 

il,tv::i, I bn Ezra says : n,wS = □"'n"'tviT r::i r,::,SS, and 

on Gen. ii. 5 he says that n.,w denotes a fruit tree. 

V. 1 4. □ilS "Is!) r,,~Snr1. Read □iTW "Is!) r,,~Snr1. 

v. 1 7. ,.,p,,!.1 □iTW rp,,l1 □l. The passage must be 

corrected according to Rashi, who gives both this 

explanation and that of Dunash. 

C h. xxxi. v. 3 5. "'Stv 11ri'::, ~,n no~ □~. Read .,,r, r,o~ □~ 

. "Is w ::ir,::, 

Ch. xxxiii. v. 18. S::,r1 iTD:Jo. Read S::,o iTD:Jo. 

'ZI. 2 4. iT:J.,~ "lj"ll)Q t'Js~o -,::,_ Read il:J.,n "lj"ll)Q ;:iS~o "':J. 

v. 2 5. 'o,po::i 1
"'DW tv"'oSn p-,, probably p, ;:io,:::i 'w,n 

. ,"::,, w.,oSn C f on xxvi. 9, s. v. ltv1D. 

z,1. 30. .,l1WD r1wSw S!.1 □"'Ol1D iTWW '11'. It occurs eight 

tin1es. 

Ch. xxx iv. v. 3. i.,.,., ,~w::, 1"'n, '::, r1:::ir1,. Read ,.,n, ', ,nil, 

. j"'11 , ~ t!]:J 
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Ch. xxi. v. I 6. □ri,o:::i. Read □riio:J. 

V. 2 I. □iJ::l NS jJQj, R .. ead □n:::i ,S no,. 

V. 2 2. ::li~::l □iJ"'D"' . . . . SN S.11,r. 

Summary. ,r,o:::i n,o 7:, S.11 1"'DT1W. 

. iJiQ::l jJjQ 

Passage corrupt. 

Read 7:J S.11 ,o,r,w 

Ch. xxii. v. 22. 
1DiN □NW. l{ead 1DiN "':JNW. 

Ch. xxiii. v. 2. 'iN pw 'Nii. Read 1iN pw 1iN [ ,n,.,S JN ',,. 

v. 11. n~,~ Sw ,0,:1,11 n,nN. See Rashi. 

Ch. xxiv. V. I. jJ~Q::l. Read jJ~Qs. 

v. 15. "'s iJN1:J iiJ1iN □ ip"' NS. R .. ead ,s iJN1J, it is the 

con1mentary on iiT1iN. 

v. 1 7. ri,pSN:::i. Read r,,nS:::i. 

z'b. □"':JS,o i:J"'NW (?), perhaps □1"':JD P"'NW. 

Summary. □"'WSDo. Read □"'W1DD. 

Ch. xxv. v. 2. Change from singular to plural frequent. 

Ch. xxvi. v. 4. "'1::li ip"'.11 S.11 "'D. Read i
11

:Ji S.11 "':J. 

v. I 3. ii~bi. See printed text. 

Summary. i~DWD 1"'DD i:J"'N. Read i~DWD 1"':JD iJ"'N, as 

in margin. In the following line the 1nargin has 

W"'.1110 for i"'1'1D. 

C h. xxvi i. v. 2. 1i:Ji ji.110w', w,, iJiJ.N::l pi. See Rash i. 
In the l\1ishnah, Sota, v. 5, R. J oshuah ben 

H yrcanus derives it from v. 6, 1"'DN NS 1'ilN "'i.11 

. "':JQQ "'T1Qjr, rr he apoph thegn1 1SoiT "'"'n::l 1ii:J t:liN j"'N 

,':,-, does not occur there. But in rf al mud J eru­

shalm i, Sota, ibz'd., \Ve read : SN "'n iTiiiT"' ,"w:::i "':JT1 

1Sa Sw i"'"'n:::i ,,,::i □iN j"'NW, "'WD::i ,on "'iWi "'~DWD 1"'Di1 

i::li'TiN j~~- See the comn1entators ad foe. Here 

\Ve have .11:::iw::i for ,,,:i. and i::li.11 for ::liJiN. 

Ch. xxv111. v. r. ,ro S.11 ;:io,ow. l<.ead ilD S.11 ::io,ow. 
19 
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Ch. xvi. v. I 8. □.,,D1D 1DQ:l .,r,N~QW ilQ .,DS1. Sofe1-7·nz 

iv. 9, where, however, the opposite is said. 

Ch. xvii. v. 2. Passage corrupt. Perhaps the author 

takes ori11Qil:l1 to mean when they embitter, as he 
concludes .,.,n -,,,Q.,W il'. 

V. 3. Before il:l1~s .,r,.,N :1'111' supply catch word and 
1
Q:,. It is an illustration from Ps. cxix. r 2 2. 

v. 6. Son1e \Vords are missing before 'pil .,Jl.,~il1 

ilJ.,JwS, SwQS. 

Ch. xviii. v. I 5. o.,,w NS:i (?), perhaps w,w. 

v. 2 I. ill S:, .,.,N, rN. Read NSN ill S:J .,.,~, rN. 

ib. o.,JW 11:ll':l . . . . ,.,:,il jil1. The whole passage 

is corrupt and unintelligible. 

Ch. xix. v. I 3. The passage is corrupt and transposed. 

v. 2 7. See supra to xvi. I 3. 
v. 29. There is an on1ission before rw -,:,_ '"fhe 

author evidently first explains j'1itv from iitv, and 

then gives the opinion of those who derive it from 
j1i. See Leipz. MS. 

Ch. xx. v. 1 6 . .,.,D iln1ri. l{.ead .,.,D :in,ri. 

ib. illil ,o:,. Read illil ,w:,. 

ib. n,.,n .,~.,,D jQ. Read r,-,-,n .,~.,,D rt.:). 

v. 20. ,.,Qr, N1iltv. Read ,Qn N1iltv. 

v. 24. riDpQ. Read ritvpQ. 

Ch. xxi. Introduction. WDri., ,.,N. Read tvDri., 7N. 

V. 3. rNT1'iQN (?). Perhaps jil r,QN. 

v. 5. :i.,tvpilSQ, so as not to listen (?) Perhaps ri1Jl'SQ, 

so as not to ans'l.ver. 

v. 8. □r,:i.,w S:,S:,S, ref erring to Ruth iv. 1 5. 

v. I o. j.,l.,1~p.,DN, Sabbath 147a, and elsewhere. 
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Ch. xiv. v. l 6. "'s i1"'i1T"lW "'1nN. Read "'s 
1
"'i1T"l NStv "'1nN. 

v. 19. p.NiT "'n!JD. Our author takes iT"'n"'DD like 
n"'!JD, Levit. xxxv. 5, following Rashi ad foe. 

Ch. xv. v. 4. l'i:tri,. See Rashi. 

v. 7. ,S,ri OiN j"lWN1iT. See Rashi here, and on 

Exod. xii. I 5. 
v. 8. Some texts have the dagesh. 

v. I 2. Oi"'~C O"'WJNiT ,np"', ,a:,. See Rashi here, and 

on Josh. ix. I 4 : 1WN, nwS CliT"'D:J. ,.~w CliT"'1:J.i ,S:J.p 

.n,~ NS 

£b. 1111M"',. Read with Lei pz. MS. ,i,ri"',. 

£b. ,":,, :J.,wS 1:J.S,. Passage corrupt. Correct reading 

in Leipz. 1\1 S. :J.,wS NStv. 

v. 24. nS:tl'C:J. S,Ntv,. Our author derives S:tl'c from 

Sll1. In the circle. 

£b. i"':J ':, ,,,."':JS, as xxi. 20. But the correct reading 

is, according to the marginal note in Leipz. MS., 

WN "'i,i"':J 'a:, ,,,."':JS ( xli. r r ). 
v. 28. iil'MiTS (?), perhaps ,,,:i.rinS. 

Sumn1ary : "'l'WD rN "'J~ S:iN (?), probably r~ "'J~ S:J.N 

. l11i"' "'l'WD 

Ch. xvi. v. 4. O:Jl'WD, o:JriN~n ill'i,::itv. I~ead □MN~n ill'i,JW 

. Ol'W!J1 

V. I 0. Transpose N11
"', after "'sl' l"'l'SnS. 

v. I I. ,":,, S""' □l,. Passage corrupt. 

zl;. the reins 'lvliZ:ch give counsel, according to 

T. Berachot 61 a, r:J.c :J.S r,,~l',"' T"l,"'S:J. 

v. I 5. ~l'C. Read ~l'c ~l'O. 

£b. O"'C:Jn 1,wS:J.,. V. supra to ii. 8. 
v. I 6. il"'l'C "'J:J. ,,cnJ, Cliuffin 56a. 
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Ch. xi. v. I 7. The \vhole passage is corrupt, and can 
only be understood by the aid of the Leipzig MS., 

in which the passage is, however, corrupt in a 

different way. 
v. 18. n,Dn, Dli~,. Read n,Dn, li~ ,''11, as Leipz. 

MS. 

Ch. xii. v. 5. jOW r,w11. He explains r,w11 by 1ow, refer­
ring to J eren1. v. 2 8. ,r,w11 ,:iow. 

z'b. ID,:JN So11J. ,o.,:i.,N -,::,, referring to Ps. lxxiii. 5. 
v. 6. ,:i.,N,J.., □,SwJ.w 9,0, (?). Perhaps, □,SWJ.W 9,01 

. □,-,s 1:J N-,J.-, 1J. 1 WN 

ib. r,n.,J.. See A ruch, s. V. 

£b. iDon iTlJ. S.,1,n ,.,D, namely here ; xxx. 24 ; and 
. 

XXXL 29. 

v. I 5. □'11J.W. Read □.,,1:iw. 

v. r 7. □D,J., □,J.:i. Read □D,J.o □iJ.J.. 

v. 20. □'1:JON:iS ',S ,S n.,n -,::,, Read □'1:JQN:JO ',S ,S n.,n '1:J. 

It is the S that induced R. Eliezer to explain ,.,oo 

as tourne. See Leipz. MS. 
ib. □'1:JON:iS 'o::, '.,n.,,. Read □.,oN:iS 'o::, ,.,n.,,. 

z'b. ,.,D Nip 90,., ',,. R. Joseph Kara ( I 1 oo- 1 160 ). 

His commentary on Job is printed in Frankel's 

Monatschrift. 1856, 1857, 1858. 'fhe passage 

quoted here reads there (.18 56, p. 3 5 1) : nJ. 1D"lID 

.,o, □.,owJ. n,.,~.!J .,.,., S11 □S,11S J.11, .,~,n nSwow, □.,J..,,:i SY 

i,,:i, □,"iT iTiJ.:i ,S n.,nw iTN,J.M J.,io S,onN iJ.::l:i iT.,iTID 

.n.,N □nSS 

v. 2 3. ,Ni NS 'oS iTMN, (?) 
Ch. xiii. v. 4. □.,J.~1'iT, the idols, if. Leipz. MS. and 

Rashi on Levit. xix. 14. 
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stretching· of a curtain would have no connection 
with that which precedes.-! assume that this 

illustration points to Ps. civ. 2 and 3 : tl"'DW TTb,::i 

,"'n,"'S1' tl"'D::l n,pan ,ri,,,,:,, and that the term iT"'"'1PTT 

corresponds to n,pan, equivalent to n,p, in which 
sense our comn1entator uses it ad xxix. 7. 

Ch. ix. v. I 7. "'::l:l"'Wnn, deriving "'::lD"IW"' from ~W:J, in re­
ference to Ps. cxxxix. 1 1. 

V. 1 8. ~s~ "1:J. He says that ":J means here but and 
not .for. 

v. 2 3. nSnn. MS. nS:,n. 

v. 28. "'::l"l:1~1',. Read "n,:i~i,,. It is the catchword. 

Ch. x. v. 3. Talmud I<iddushi11z, 306, N iddah 3 r a, 

. "ION, ,,:::i.~, n:i"pn, tliN::l W"' rDn,w nwSw 

£b. Either OR~D~, for thei1/ portion, or op~n~, to 
apportion to the11z. 1'he former accords with the 

following 1pSn. 

v. 20. He explains that r,,w with the preposition 1a 

(here "':Joa) n1eans "letting alone," but, with SN 
(as Is. xxii. 7, where the second iT in iT11'WiT = SN), 

it means H setting to," " exerting for.'' 

Ch. xi. v. 3. ,S"'Nil o,,::i, : either read ,SN:J o,,:i,, or 

dele 0"1::li. 

v. 6. 7"bDWa:J (?), perhaps 'n "'bDWa:J. 

v. I 2. ::iS np". I do not think that the author quotes 

here Hos. iv. 1 I, where the words n1ean "take 
away the heart." He uses the tern1 in a sense 

sin1ilar to the English phrase "to take heart." 

This appears still more probable from the follow­

ing OiN J,aS :i,W"'W ,i,. 
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must be taken as a question, governed by the 
interrogative "':Ji1 of v. 2 2. 

Ch. vii. v. 7. I conjecture the reading to have been : 
i:Jl:Ji1 1!:JD:l ',,"'DW :i,tv"' ~s, 1S,n n,, i"li ,a~w i 11

:!J 

1
1:J"l 01~:l "'" 

1"'i1W, :i,~ rn~,S-.:i,~ rir~,Z, :lrW" ~s"l, p 
As David said : '' A wz'nd passes away and conies 

not ag·az'n, which, in that book ( sc. the Psalms) 

means, and conzes 'not agaz'1l to see good.-To see 

good-(the ,vords of our verse repeated as catch­
word for the explanation which follows), namely, 

the good that I had before," etc. 

v. I I. ,":J, 1D:J ~s ~WDi1 "'DS,. The author refers to 

Baba Bathra I 6a, nS::J"I ~s s,~w i1"l"' p 1S"', p::; nS:J 

. t:l"'MOi1 M"'"'nri:i :l"l"'~ 1D:JID ,~:JQ ~:i, ,a~, 

v. 2 I. tl"'1D"lD jrpri. An alteration of the text for the 

purpose of a voiding the irreverence of Job's real 
words : and thou shalt be a burden unto nze. See 

Rashi. 

Ch. ix. v. 4. S:Jn p,. l~ead S:Jn ,~:J"l, but here (in the 

case of God) is all. 
v. 8. ,":J, '"'"'1Pi1 :i,,:i. At first sight, the translation 

seems to be : In nzost passages of Scripture, wizen 

11zentz'onz'ng the stretchi"ng· out of lzeaven, z't • i's saz'd 

" he alone " etc., i1"'"'1Pi1 to be taken as '' Scripture/' 
in which sense our author uses the term ad xx. 1 3. 

Yet, I do not believe this to be correct. First, 

the stretchz'ng· out of heaven occurs in Scripture 

eleven times, and, of these, the expression he 

alone is used only in two instances, viz. here, and 

Is. xlii. 24. Secondly, the illustration from the 
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Ch. iii. v. 4. i17J:J. ~r,"~7::l, 3 1 a. Neither the word on, nor 

,~:J. occurs in the passage in Niddah, but equivalent 

tern1s are used. The whole passage reads : 1:JM 

11rinriiT 11,0:J. ,, ,S1 □"::i1w~,iT □"Win iTtvSw p:i, 

11,0:::i. ,, ,S1 □"::i1,n~ "l'~o~n 11,0:J. ,, ,S1 tl""l'~o~ 

. i1W~ "S:J.n ~1iT11 ~~1"1 7!Ji1T10 r,~~s 1:JOl l'"liTW 1'1"::l1 1"l"S1'il 

ib. ,S1::lW iTl'W1. Read ,S1::iw i11'WO. 

v. 8. ,n~ tl1"S i1T1l'W 1"::lli1W, perhaps ,n~ tl1"S. 

v. 9. MS. tl":J.::l1::li1 nS"Sn r,::,wn Sl'. Read r,::,wn S11 

tl":J.:J1::li1, on account of the darkeu,ing of the stars, 
which, otherwise, light up the night. 

V. 24. l~1W "T1""i1. Read, with Leipzig MS., "T1""il ~s 
l~1W, 

Ch. iv. v. 12. n,p. Read n,o. The Leipz. MS. has 

j1TT1D. 

ib. ":Jl~ nS::l" 1'11:J.~ 1
"D"l. Read ":Jl~ nS::l" ~s 1'

11
:J.~ 

1
"D"l. 

v. r 5. 901" :J.1 01,n p1. The T argum of Rab Joseph 
is several times n1entioned in the ..-f almud, but 

this particular instance seems not to occur any­
where. Cf. Z unz, Gottesdi.enst/iche Vortrag·e, 

p. 6 3, note e. 
v. r 6. 11"::lO "T1""'iT tl1":J.. Read 11"::lo "T1""i1 o~. 

v. 18. 1"i:J.l' "::l. Son1e words n1ust be missing here. 

Cf. Leipz. MS. 

v. 19. Reading corrupt. Ps. xlix. 1 r see111s to be 

quoted here for the purpose of illustrating Job 

xv. 18, I 9. V. i"n:fra, v. 2 r. 
Ch. v. v. 3. '1~. Read 1~. Another explanation is 

suggested. 
Ch. vi. V. 2 3. Either o::,S "T110~ ~s n1ust be read, or it 
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[The emendations suggested in the following notes account for any 
deviation of n1y translation from the text of the MS. So1ne of 
them have been embodied in the printed text. I add also 
son1e remarks which have occurred to me whilst translating the 
Coinmentary.-S. A. H.] 

Ch. i. v. 1. r:n~a J."WiT\ ( and lze broug·lzt back froni 

Syria). Read : □,~a "JWiT\ ( and the second 

f ron1 Syria). The sense is : We find one U z 

a1nong the sons of Seir the Horite .... and a 

second (sc. Uz) from Syria. The one refers to 

Genesis xxxvi. 28, and the second to Genesis 
.. 

XXll. 2 I. 

7I 5. MS. ,:i,aS ":J. Read ,:i,aS,:i. It is a quotation 

from Midrash Tanchun1a, which was (erroneously) 

identified with Midrash Yelamdenu. The passage 

quoted here occurs both in the ordinary Tanchuma 

and in Buber's edition ad Gen. xv. r. Cf. Buber's 

notes and references. 

ib. r:iw ro. Read j"J.W"1i0. 
,.,. 9. 1'1~" na:i (lzo'lv 1-vzll it lzappen ). I~ead 1'1~: na:i 

( Tlirough ivhat [ action of his J ivzll it be knoivn ?). 
v. r 6. 9',~', "W~,. Read 9',~', w~,. 

Ch. ii. V. IO. 7:JS. Read ,:is. He co1nn1ents on □l. 

z'b. 71J."W 'a:J. l\.ead tl'"W na:J. 
Ch. iii. V. I. ',',p', ~s,. Read ',',p', ~s~. 
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p. 83. 1. 25. For ,.n,~:i 

p. 84, 1. 5. " ~::::iw~ 

1. 8. 
" 

:,~~:,!:, 

1. g. 
" 

,,:i:n:, 

1. 12. 
" 

,S:ipn 
1. 19. 

" 
c.v:, 

p. 85, 1. 2. Dele :iSn 

1. 6. For i:l~ 

1. 17. 
" 

:,t,~:i 
p. 86, 1. 2. 

" r~~i:iptp~, 
1. 18. ,, ,::i~on 

p. 87, 1. 8. 
" 

,:,,,:,, 

p. go, 1. 6. 
" 

,:,, 

1. 10. 
" CJ 

1. 18. 
" iN 

p. 91, 1. 20. Dele ,t,,N 

1. 22. For i:, ij?iV 

1. 23. 
" 

1,,~ 
p. 92, 1. 2. 

" j:l 

p. 93, 1. 8. 
" 

,:~~ 

CORRIGENDA. 

" 
,, ,S.::p, as Leipzig :Ms. 

" 

read ,:~ 

,, :,i:,N:, 

read i,iipto 

" 1,,~ 
,, 1:i:i or 1:i 

" ,:~~ 
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1. 13. 
" 

n,:i,~ ,:,:,:i w, ,, n,~,~ ,:,:,:i w, 
1. 20. 

" c~ 

p. 94, 1. 2. 
" 

w,J.,, 
1. 16. 

" 
,n,,:, 

1. 25. " ,~, :,,:,,, 

p. 96, notes 1. 4. For 1::, t, 

,, ,n,,n 

,, ,~, ~~i :,i:,,., (as Leipzig ?vls.) 

,, 1::icS. 
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p. 73, 1. 14. For j~~ 

P· 74, 1. 15· ,, l)i~ 

p. 75, 1. 1. ,, ~t,l):ii ~t:n~ 

l. 10. ,, j:J'i:J 

1. l 2. ,, :,t, :,:i j,in, 
- --

1. 25. ,, rit,t,,n 

p. 76, 1. I. ,, N:,:, 

1. 2. ,, ,:i,~~ rit,~~ 

1. 5. " ~~n 

1. 9· " 
~~Ni 

1. 19. " 
,~~ 

1. 26. 
" 

ri,:,w 

notes 1. I. For 16 

CORRIGENDA. 

read i~N, 

" l,''iT 

" ~t,l):i ,~w,~ 

" j'i:J 

the lv[s. has apparently ;,t, :,:ii,n, 

read :,t,t,,n 

,, n~:i:, as Ibn Ezra 

,, ,n,,:i nS~:i as Ibn Ezra 

" t,w :,~~ 

" 
Ntoii, as lvls. 

" 

" 
IO 

p. 77, 1. 4. Insert 8 before ,~ 

1. 19. Dele ,, '~':ii 

1. 25. Dele ,~,n:i 

p. 78, 1. 26. for o~iTn, 

p. 79, 1. 3. ,, o~~w:, 

1. 4. ,, 'o~:, 

,, t,j'NTM~ 

1. l 3. ,, oi:,M 

p. Bo, 1. 3. Dele 'O't:,i 

" o~~:, 

,, t,~i'TM~ 

1. 10. For i:J,,n~ read 1:i~inN 

1. 13. After iii::~ add n,~,. The Ms. has 'i~i dotted for omission 

I. 18. Transfer 18 to iw~, 1. 17 

1. 21. Transfer c to follow c~,n:, 

notes 1. 1. For X read II 

p. 81, 1. 3. Dele ':J 

1. 10. For j•7;,t, read 7~7r,t, 

p. 82, 1. 22. 
" ONi 

" 
o,~, 

p. 83, 1. 12. 
" 

t,:J, 
" 

:,7 t,:J, ? 

1. 15. 
" 

N::l.ii ~ t, l,' 
" 

N:iM ~t,l' 
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p. 51, 1. 2. For l7i~,~, 

p. 52 1. 10. ,, 13 

notes 1. 2. For XVII. 9 

,, 1. 3. ,, VII. 7 

p. 54, I. 16. Delc ~,~ 

I. 20. For p:~', 
p. 56, 1. 3. ,, ,r,:f,:,~ 

notes 1. 3. For Ps. XIV. 6 

P· 57, I. g. For 'i:l:l 

1. 25. ,, c:i~i 

P· 58, 1. 1 r. ,, i~iW 

1. 16. " ~~ 

p. 59, 1. 6. ,, rip~riw 

p. 60, 1. 7. Omit c,~w~ 

1. 14. ,ri~w ? 

" 
12 

,, XVI. 9 

,, XII. 7 

read 1',i,~t, 

" •r,~',:,~ 

,, Isa. XIV. 6 

" 

p. 61, 1. 20. Transfer 6 to follow :i~wp:,',~ 

p. 62, notes 1. 3. For 45 read 49 

p. 64, 1. 6. For 1~', 

1. l 5. ,, zi~,~~:l 

1. 20. 

1. 26. ,, ,ri,~:i ii (as l\ls.) 

p. 65, 1. 8. ,, :i~ii:-t 

1. 19. ,, l)~i1.:1 

1. 26. " ,,~ 

p. 66, 1. 6. ,, n',:l:, 

p. 67, l. 10. ,, .iii.Viii 

p. 68, 1. 7. ,, liil~ 

1. 19. n p:, 
p. 69, 1. l I. ,, 11', 

P· 71, 1. 2r. " '.v•',~', 
p. 72, 1. 17. " j•~~ 

1. 22. Add 25 before ~', c~, 
l. 23. For n i~~ 

read ~', 

" n,,~,:i 

,, :ii',.v:,, as lvls. 

" 
,, l)iii:11 

,, l71l)iii 

" 
" i'ii 
" ,', 

rr8 
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p. 33, I. 8. For • ,t, 

I. 14. " t:~i:i 
P· 34, I. 7• ,, •~~t, 

I. 12. ,, t,,i, 

I. I 5. " :,~it,r, 
I. 19. Dele •~ 

p. 35, I. 16. For ,:i,,t,w 
p. 36, 1. 3. ,, •~t,.v 

I. 6. Dele o:i~:J~ 
I. 8. For ,~tc~~ 

p. 37, I. II. 
" 

c,~~ 
I. 12. 

" 
~t,t,,r,,i•~ 

p. 38, I. 3. " ,.n~:, 
I. 4· " 

ni1;~:,w 

I. 6. 
" 

:,~ 

I. 18. ,, :inNi 

p. 39, 1. 17. " •~t, 
p. 40, I. 26. ,, ,i,~t, 

p. 41, I. 13. Dcle cw 
p. 43, 1. 1. Dele •~, 

1. 19. For i:::::. 

p. 45, 1. 
p. 47, 1. 

1. 

1. 

4· 

4· 

5. 

14. 

2. ,, 7::::~,~~w 
7. Dele ·:. 

CORRIGENDA. 

--------- --

read ,,t, 

" 
,, i.v as Leipzig 1\ls. 

,, :,~it,n as Leipzig Ms. 

read ,.n,,t,w 

" t, l,' 

" ·,n~:, 
,, .:,i:ir,w as Leipzig Ms. 

,, :,~i~ as Leipzig l\ls. 

" :,n.v, ? 

" 

read •i::::. 

p. 48, 1. 

1. 

I. 19. After ,,~~~ add reference to Job XV. rS 

p. 49, I. 10. For o:i~n,~s~ 

I 14 ....... ""' • • " I.., 1,.,· I I 

1. 17. ,, en:~ 

p. 50, I. 8. " i',t,~ 
1. 2I. ,, c:~ii:, 



CORRIGENDA. 

p. S, 1. 9. For nNi:, ~jW? 

1. JO. ,, t,~,N ,:inj,~w Ni:,:, 0 

I. 20. ,, Dcle :,~i~, 

I. 25. For c~:~,~o:, 
p. 9, 1. 23. Delc ': 

p. ro, 1. 2. For :,jr,i 

1. 12. ,, n,~,~,~ 

p. r 2, 1. 25. " c,~::i ,:i 11n=::=:::i, 

p. 13, 1. 4. ,, ,~n,w~:i 

1. 8. ,, c:i,w~, 

P· 1 5, 1. 7• ,, ~~ 

l, I 6. ,, '~?N 

1. 19. ,, 'l,'W~ 

p. 16, 1. 2. ,, :,,il;,.i,i 

p. 19, 1. 18. ,, c;:, 

p. 20, 1. 3 . ? i~i' 
I. 6. For c~jl,'~ 

1. I 7, ,, C~i:, 

1. 24. ,, ,n~', 

p. 22, 1. 10. ,, :lij,:1~ 

1. 18. ,, i~ Ms. ~~ 

p. 23, note f. ,, Ezek. XIV. 12 

P· 2 4, 1. 5· 
l. 10. 

p. 25, 1. II. ,, ,~ 

p. 28, 1. 2. ,, c,rin~ 

1. 8. " 'j~~:i 

1. 19. Omit ,,,.i, 

1. 26. For +?N 

note j. For Sam. XXX. 12 

p. 29, 1. 4. For :i.i,,, 

rccid ni~:, CO? as Leipzig i\ls. 

,, ',~,~ ,:-inj,~w 6 Ni:,:, 

read :,j:,, 

" 
n,,~,~ 

" ,~,,,w~:i 
,, c:i ,t,~, 

" 
" ?N 

" l,'W~ 

" :, n L;, .i, , 

,, o~,n 
,, ,n~',~ 

read Ezck. XIV. 13 

read 1N 

" iil,':1 

read ',N 

" 
r Scim. XXX. 12 

p.3r,l.z6. ,,,,~~, ,, iil,'~i? 

p. 32, 1. 13. ,, 1
:,', the Leipzig .Ms. has ,~N:i? 

I I 6 



1 I 5 FRENCH GLOSSES. 

18. XXX VII. 1 S on j,:::i~. i"i~~~t:.•i~ tre.~jetoir? Professor Bran din sug­

gests iiW w•Ni~ tres sw·) but it appears to be connected with 

jet er. 

19. XXXVIII. 29 on ii;;i:,. Ni,i!)~~s~ (? NSt!)~~i~ gresle, or Ni!'~~i,; glese, as 

Professor Brandin suggests). 

20. XXXVIII. 3 r on ':,·o: n,:w,~. c·':,i',~t:,,N. Professor Brandin would 

read e,':,':,Dw~ estelles (? w':,':,i~WN estrelles or astrelles). 

21. XXXIX. 18 on N~it~r,. Wi~~,wN es1,0J~era. 

22. XL. 16 on ~i~it::'. i,.,,:J~,i, lonbril (le no11zbril). 

z3. XL. 17 on i~iw~. i•:::':,iD)N entrela1er. 

It is due to Professor Brandin to add that he has not had the 

advantage of consulting the original lVls. 

CORRIGENDA. 

P. 2, 1. 4. For ,t,':,w ,i,t,i!-· read ,',t,w 

1. 2I. . , ii'~~:, .. i::i~j,:i 

p. 3, 1. I. 
" 

~nri:w, 
" 

,r,wri:, 

p. 4, I. 4· " ii'~t,w ,, ip:J Sit" 

p. 5, I. g. 
" 

.,,., t,l,' 
l1 

.,,., i,l,' 

1. 20. 
" 

n,:, 
" ri,::1, 

1. 25. 
" 

,,r,w:, .. triw:, 
p. 6, 1. 19. 

" iN~ ., ? ,.,N~ 

1. 2I. 
" 

•:,•j~-:, NS· It I -• • I " 
,:iii.,:::, ~i,, 

1. 24. 
" 

io~~~, 
" 

il:li~~, 

p. 7, 1. 19. . , "iiN Ni:, . . i"N:,t,? 

I. 24. 
" 

-,i:,,, iN 
" 

.,i,,~ 

1. 25. 
" 

ji.,ii:, 
" 

ji,i:, (Ms. p.,,.,:-1) 

1. 26. 
" 

,:i,SN~., ,:i,SN~., 

p. 8, I. 5. " 
,t,,r,, 

" 
, t,,:,, 

8* 



FRENCH GLOSSES. 

r. II. 11 on ,,f,. ~,~~t,~b1i' (~i,~~s~b,i') complaindre. 

2. VII. 15 on i'~n~. ~N~t.;~t?'~~ esteignement. Professor Brand in would 

read toNb::a:~~w~~ esfiz.ement. 

3. XII. 20 on :,iio. N~iito torne. 

4· xv. 13 on 7r,,j. to~~sco pto ton tala11t. 

5. XVI. 15 on ~i,~t,,l,',. ~~;,,:,-~. Professor Brandin suggests e jouke 

p. p. of jouker (from joug). The Leipzig :Ms. has ~~i'N jN~~-

6. XIX. 10 on 7t,N,. ~~nt9 ~,b-~ e Jui tresald (or tressailli). 

7. XXI. 3 on ~~iNW- ~~bitoii:;ii ddporte moy· (? ~~ib~ii~i). The Leipzig 

Ms. has r~~li~~'J deporte{, 

8. XXI. 24 on ,~~~cov. w~~toro tetins. 

g. XXVI. 4 on ~b Mbw~,. Nt~~ tp~~~ ~~ii' kome grLZ1zt alene. 

10. XXX. 3 on :,~iw. N~~~ii:i bruine as in Leipzig Ms. Professor 

Brandin suggests ~~~Niii de ruine. 

1 r. XXX. II on ,nt,w ~~~b iOii. V~toi'Sptf'~-, desc/zel'rete,_. The Leipzig 

Ms. has v~}.~~1,~w~'] desc/zevetrez. (see Cotgra \'e, s. v. desc/ze­

vestre). 

12. XXXI. 22 on :ib~W. jii~~W~~ espaleron. 

13. XXXII. 4 on :,~n. Nii~toN ate1Zdre. The Leipzig l'vls. has ~7~~~ 

atendi. 

14. XXXIV. 6 on :i?~~. N~~:::~t,b? The Leipzig J\ls. has ~iiSN~j~1ilder.1i 

(= Jaillerai). 

15. XXXVI. 27 n1arginal note on l,''i~~. -n~~~~b~ mnenuzser. 

16. XXXVII. 3 on iiiN, Wiw,t,w~w ses lusres (= ses lustres). 

17. XXXVII. 4 on O:ii'l,'~. i~~,t,cow~ estaloner. Professor Grandin would 

read i~•t,cow~ estalyer. 



I l 3 COMMENTARY ON JOB . XLI. 22-XLII. 6. 

• a ::l;"1T ,n,~~i . ~-~:'i S.v .1,~::.:,~ Ni:,, v,,n~ n~,r~ ,:~:l . ~-~ ~s.v yiiM • 7S•N, 

nnpi~: c•:'ii :'ij',~li N•:'iiV :'iSi::::~:'i n·n,~ i~i' ,•o: 23 b 7~~, ViiM~ i•i~ ::li~ 

+ ,~s.v Sw,r~ N:'i~W j!iN::l t'•N r~ 25 + liiWn, n,wt,nt, + :'i::l•iVS 24 + c•~iV::l -
~'• nN ::li"N j.v~, XLII. 1 : :'iiN, ~Sli::l j!Mt:) ~~:i • ,n~~ NSw r.n~ NSw 7:=t, ~,wli:'i 

;"i.i\J.'i i:t: :-iWlin ::liwnnw :'i~ t,: • it~ :'i::lt·n~ t,,nn NS, n,~,.vt, S:=,n S::i 2 

·: oiN:'i .v,· NSw :'i~:n, :-i~li c~s.v~ 3 : c n,w.vS itT• -iwN t,= i:l:'i~ i~::l~ NS 

+ ~~n::l l:$~N 6 • •r,i::l1iV :,~ ~ni::lii ~n,,:, :,~•::1, :,~:=n •r,.vi~ ~t,w •~t, 

•i:-iw ::,·N •i::.v: 7 • cipt: 7·nv~i!' . 7n.v,~t:)t, ·ri•:=nv nri•~ S.v •r.tn~, 

1:-,li o~;-;~ ,~-~ Ni:-i, . 1:i•t,~ :,w.vw ,~: '1~n:S c:S ;"i•:,i c:nN p•nw:i, c;-;Snri:, 

: Nipr~:, j'ip-; ~',, :,:t:)~t, 10 • iili~ 

a Cant. III. I o. b Prov. VIII. 19. c Gen. XI. 6. 

8 



XL. 24-XLI. 22. COMMENTARY ON JOB. 112 

o,,, ',w =,:-: o:,:::,. j,:::,.pi)w c,,,,::.::, ,',:l c,wj)i~:::,. ::4 • ,,);:h ii0N Ni:i ,i:,i i)"l7 

. i)iwt, r,pt:~n 25 • ,:::,. :iiiiVp :i:ln:iv ',:::,.n:::1, :i,,::.:~:::,. c,w::in~ c:iw:l c,t,,,, 

:ii')Ii ,~:l . :::1,i'n 26 ,:-:,::.:,:,', ,, ',w ,r,t, ,:::1 :lpi~'i!.' ',ii:::l ri~~~ iN":::i:,':, 

• O"i:::lM ,,t,l' ,,:jM, + ,,:), 3o + j;M~·', o,il';:, iNi::l:::l tiW,j'iV i,~~:l ,:::,. j)Mwn:, 29 

:iii:l~ '~:l, ',w~ r,V':l 2-o:',N w~~ ,~~n ~', . o,,,,,:, i,,~,nw a i:::,.n i:::lM ,~':l 

cN 31 • t:,iJn:, t:::,. :i,pt,n,, ,,:li',t, 1n·,, ',l' c:,in:, '~:l . b i,,:j• ,:::,. nnw 

j:l o,J, ',::.:',::.: p,·,', ',w ,~.=.-Ni~ :,~•r n t:Ni iii»~ :i:lio n,wl't, 7n~Nn N',i:n -
,~:l =,o,n SN . l'i'l7i' c,o,N j'-ipi, ♦ c,,, ',:::',::.: iii.VO ,,wr:, ',~', ri,p 

01~ rN z + f'i~', 7',iV,, i:::l CiN ',:lliO, ON XLI. I • i'it:~ ~re ,)~0 c inini 

,~Q,,p:, ,o 3 7:l ,,n,,,:::,.:::1 ,i:,w ,)~', :::,.::.:,n, ,~, • ,~,p~o ,:,iii.v,w ,,,:~ 

o',w', ,)~ S,:l,, Ni:i ,t,w ',:l:, • c:he·o ,:w ,i, ,nii) c:',tt·N, • :,:::,.,ro n:w.vt, 

rwi'Wi' ni',Jt, :lip', ',:,, ,~, 5 ii:lW ,,):::,.', c',w',~ j?inwN ~',, 4 + ii:t!' ,t, 

: :itoo', MiiNi :,',.vt', nn:-: n,t,,:j:i i:,w ,,n:jw . rn:~i t,~:l • ,w,:::1', i:,w 

i:,, ,,j,J0 pr,n:::1 i:, :i,~,, ',iiJ • .n,iiJo c:,~•:l ,,n~w ,,)~ ,r,',i G [Fol. 22 a] 

J'iMNi S:l i:, n,tii:ln, ,w,, iMN:::l iMN 8 ,,:,'i!.' iT:::l ,r n,p,.:i,, 'iiJ0 i:,w rwpt:·p 

i,N~.:w io:l nniin ,•~o N::.:,, :::1:,t, • w·~.vn~w:i 10 i7:::l ,1 nj):::lio nnN, 

• ,,t,,vo:, i,,,J ,,o i,r.JN 12 • o•,-~i, io:l wN ,,,,.:l 11 • ip:::,.:::,. ciNo, w~w:, 

c:i, • iitv:::l ,t,~o 15 • p,nw',, :,:::,,', ,,)~', :iN,,, :,:,.Ni S:i, 14 • :,n\rii 

=,,c, Nnn)n~ ,):jt • d :,p:::,., c::int, o:ii!'', ,~:l • ,p:::,., • :iwp ,,w:::,. n,:i•nn -
• i'Tin:::,. ViN:::l :ir,:p:, N,:, • n,r,r,n • i'™ i':::,o ,~:l • ,,,, ,~:l p,::.:, 16 .p,c~ 

:,ji•',.v:, ~,:, • e 7',~,:::lN WNi ',l,' :::l:li r,t,~ liiiN :it:•N 7',wni i:::l'iV,', :in,~ :,~•Ni 

• ,,:, Nt,:l o:, ,,:,, ,,)~',~ c•i·cn c,:,,t,J o, ,i:w~ • c:•i:::1wo 17 • n',J',Jn~:, 

:,~r,t,~:, ,i,:l • :,,ii!'i .vco n•)r, • ,,~~',t o,•pn, 2-o:', • i)~i,n ii!'N :::1,ri 18 

• nwp t,,v:::,. nt:·p i:::l 20 ./:,):::,.) 1'C~ :,~,',w j:::lN '~:l • .vcrJ • 1,,,w ,~:l :,•iw - -
Ni, cin', i0iN:i • ~oc,:, • ,,2-o::, iii' • win ,,,,n 22 • t,T cw ,i,:l nn,n 21 

7',,N ',:::~~ iiN:i iii' • i iMW r,t,,,N it:l ,,,,n • 1t :,cin:, N:::l• Ci~:l • g MiP 

a Dcut. XVIII. 1 I. b Prov. XXVI. 27. c Ruth II. 14. d Job XXIX. 10. 

c Judg. IX. 5 3. / 1 K. VI. 7. g Job IX. 7. Ii Judg. XIV. 18. ; Ps. XXII. 1. 



I I I COMMENTARY ON JOB. XXXIX. 27-XL. 23. 

. 
ji=i!-'~ y',o :28 • c~,i~~:, ci~:i t:1ip:, ',N iN:i:i 1i:iN', ii'~i~ NSw i',w N~',~~ 

♦ ',:N ,~:, OiVb 29 ♦ :i~~n't!,•:, i:l~ t,, :,;r,i:w: ♦ ii:iN :,•:, nito:: ♦ pi',r,~i 

:,: • tni,~~ ~ :w rin~b:i :iNi :,1:11 ,i:i::, ',: iMNi • :,;w:, ~:,::: i,, ',',~nb 

:ii~N jv~i XL. I : iNW:i i,, inb·N :,',~;w c:,:i "bi!' w,i'n:,', iribW Ni:i~:iNi 

OiN iil'iO~ ,o~~ri~~ ~,iV Cl' :i~,i,:, + iiO~ ~,w OJ) ::ii:, 2 ! i~N~i ~·~ MN 

Ni:, ,w,i en ~ri,::, nriN s . i~,::, ;,:v~ n:,in:,', ~:i:, : :,;;z,- :,i',N n-:i~ 

~n,:i, ,w~ N~:i riiiN j~,ni~w iD~i ·ii.v =,-oiN NS ~n,~N tol)b 'bi',: • a :,',:r­

~', b ~,bv w.v r, SN ~n,~N ,w~ c~nvi • ii.v. :,;;N ~',i • a:,',:~ Ni:, .vw,i Cli 

~to~it'b ,5::1:,', i~,:i,:i n·:in ♦ ~to~ii'b ,~r, 8 ♦ i~N·i :ii~N rN ~·- j.v~i 6 : =,~oiN 

,:, 1ii!'S • jii:,i 12 • to·w:r,i ~,.v ·iv', N: :ii;: ,o • ',i',.Vb Ni:iw niNi:i',i 

NSi c~,no;i o~:i.v~ c~:i::l i~:r,~:i in: 16 • ,~;;.v', 1:i~ • ni~:,:i 15 : c :,:i,~:: 

• :,wi'nb 7~r,~ ·~: • f'5:iM~ 17 • i,~,:i;i', • d ,,,w 'b: • ~,~,w:i • ~,bJS ii'r,; 

. iJiiW~ + o~::::i i~,r,~ . r.v: :,wi' e Nn~iN •~iN ~: Nl~n~, o~~::, •iw',:i j:i 

: ,~:i:',ito:N ',~,~ •iw', Ni:ii C-b:M •w',:i :ito~J Ji~o iN +f i~ir,w~ ib: + c~t,~,~ 

S~tob: • W~:l.V • i~biJ • 1~on~~n~Ni • g i'~~n~i pw', i'7in~ • ~i'~~~ 18 [Fol. 21 b J 

• r,ib:i:l ',:', iV~i Ni:l; '~iVNi:lb . ~N ~:,, li~ii'Ni 19 + ',7i;: ',',!,' ~iiVb: + ',ti:l 

·ri: c~i,~r, ,~o:ii • i', iN'i!'~ c~,:i ',i:i~ ~: 20 • i:~toriw~ ib:i:t':l •p:, • iwi.v:, 

c',i: riN :i.v,, ci~ ',~:ii • ',i:i~ i', o~Nwi: c~,:i ~i,N • 1z ~i,~ ~,,:i:i r,ib:i:i 

:,;i' ,rio ',::: iriiN i',',::: c~SN::: • i:i:,o~ • ni;',~N ',::: c~',N::: 21 • c~ribi::: inbSi 

i;to:i :ii!-'i'l'ib • ;~n~ N', i:,; pw.v~ j:i 23 • :i:i,:, rii:S~Nb ,~iob, :i:iiob • :,::::ii 

i',~N i:,~~ SN ji,~:, ',: jiw~', r,i~:i n~J~ ~: r.to:i~ • i:i:t 7~r,~ ib: • iri~~riw S.v 

+ iMb~Nb ,.v,;i i:l ito~:i:,:i i:np~ i·:·.v:i 24 + i jto:lb ~nJ ib: + CiV :,riiiV :,~:, 

iWN: 'iJi ir,~,t:, 7i't!.•~r, 25 + o~~, c:,:i c~',w)W ti~~::: r,i;biN ~',: + C~iVj'ib 

',:ir, N', ·~,',: ♦ c~:i;n.r, ,~i,N :,:i,~:, 27 ♦ i~N:l p~,N c~wni 2G :,:r,:i i::~'br, 

:i::::: i:to:i tNi i:i~riit::i iSnJ •,:,; piw.v~ 1:i 23 tJ :,ii::r:b ~',:::i i~SN :i,i'n:,', 

'i':, i:i jli~ • liMN ·:wb:,:i i:inw~w Ni:, nito:ii ',iiJ 1to:i:iw iri~~nw :iiib .:iwi'i 

a Job IX. 22. b Job XIII. 20. c Num. XI. 8. d Cant. VII. 3. e Chullin 47 b. 

f Lam. I. 14. g Gen. XLIII. 3 I. lz Ps. L. 10. i Ps. XXII. 10. J End of Rashi. 
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COMMENTARY ON JOB. XXXVIII. 3o-XXXIX. r r. 

~i,wp :,~•: n,~,1'~ 31 : ,n~: i7M~n~, ,,:Sn~ ,:i o,~r, •:~~ o:i~~ti Sz,iV :i::i~~ 

r:rw S·o: ni:it'i~ 1N + :,~~:r.:~ ol:,,l,':, :i~in·, ,nii' ',: N:::ri N',i!.' + :,~~: 

iX'i!' ',: • liiii~ 32 • :,~~: SiV :,n~~::: ~::i:,t, ,~,n x•:::i:,1, r,r,~r, • wS,Stowx 

o•~:: ~:iV ,s~~, ,:i c~l,',:ij, c·:i:: :,:ii:,, :,~~::iw ',,,~ :i:,: + w~l,' + n,',1r.::, 

: cri~nn, :,', ci~1r,:,', 'i':, ,~nr, • :,',~ ',7~:i ,.v:ip~, ',,:i~:, .r1i:iiix riinti', ,~~~ 

c~in:, 34 + =jiiMi f~p, C1M1 i1j' yiX:, ',,V N~:i:,', r,1',7~:, ni•toiV + 1itoW~ 33 

i"ir.:x~, 35 : c•~w:, i~ io:r, i•ti ',.v c~~ n.V~iV ,x 7n,::a:~ ,~',.v n,::a:', ,i,,p :iz,', 

i~•p~', i1iM', t:~i::a: rxiV jnir, ~',iV ,~~Wl,' i~::, + CW ir,',r,w~'IV Cij,~: 1? 
',,~:in :,1 •i:w', n1~',: ,,~N n~ri,~:i 36 . c,i'~ ',::i :,~~:w:,w jnir,~',iV :i~w:,', 
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x',r.:r,~ ·: iv tii:::', ,~n,:i~:io ,p:i,,~ c~:i.ii1 • c',,.v ,,o~', p::.:,~t, iti.V ~np::.:~w 
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~,: ,i,.i, nl,'ii:w~ :i,:i~ .v,o wxi', :i';?.v, :,i',,, nN :iN~iw, • i',:i~~w~N • z,',o 

,,w', . r,i',•K ',',ir,, • ,-~~::i ,',:ii'~, 'iW~ 1~7~ ';,:,, : n,~~, YiN', :,i',,, ',5:i~w 
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c~l,'i7:i i:i.~ i:ii~ n::a:i' ,i,,~~w~ . ,~', ,:iw N',i ,p~iri~ it',ri~ 4 : c:,', r~1~ 

1,i~', ',i:• cix tXW •w~r, 5 + C~N ',ii•~',, ciN ',ii•~', r:~,::: p~x, c•xwii 

',iz, ,~',.v tXW + ,~r11i0i~ Mli5:l [•~] 'i:::, i1~M ii'il' + nir.::,:i Mii:i,V ii~',',i Nitl 

• b jM n,x,wr, ,~: 'r,i•~,:, liiN1Wr: 7 + :,r,',~ fil.f :,r,',~ i~,~~ :,:iiz, 6 + c,~ 

• CNi • c~, 9 • :,z,i~~ o,j;~ ,', w~r,~, ili ,~::a:v:i Ni:i • i:,z,~~ c~,:, ,,n~ s 
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b Zech. IV. 7. 
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a :,~,,::l:, y1N Sri + p~i? ii~, o:i~n,:~o~ r,i½,i:r,r, i::i:,~ r,,~,~~: -,-,,t, i'ii,~iV 

. ,,,:i n,.,~:, i~ nnN, .,~~, i:iN:::~~ • ,,:~N, o:,~ :i::i~~ ,,n NSw o:i, 

:l-' ~i!,,::i~ 16 • ,.,~N~: i,~,,ri i~N~:i o,,r r,~-,: j,in o:i~,r :i,,~ o,c,: 1s 

o~~n n,N,~~ rin:, • o~:l) ,r b r:::1n.,, j~iNS 'r~,,,., w,,::i~ ,,w, ::l) ,,,~ 

o,~r~ r,.:i-,,:i :i~~NiV ri~~,.,, ii,~~ riN ,~~i'i!':i: o~~n i~,.:i: :,o~ 17 : o,r, 

n,r,,-,:, ,~ rij,niV~W c ri~w~-,n o~,p r,,-, '~W :,n~~r,~ n,n,;~ n,-,i!,l :-tij,: 

i':::,~ . ,: ri,Nii o~w;:,w j,:::,~ ~Ni~ o~r~p,:, • ,N.,~ o~pin 1s • :,~;~~ 

,~_v ,~~::,-,: 'j;:-,t, ,t, itN~ :,~ i;~r,,i:, 19 + i~i~: j)iii ~,:,, -,,,~,~ci,~ 

i:iN ~: ,, -,;::i,o,:, 20 • d ,~n,:~::o, 'lirio iWN iwn ~;~~ ,~,N 7,,ri, ,~,~ NS 

• i!-'~N itN ON ;;•::i~ o·~::.:,~:, o~,:., ,,,N ,.,~o,w 7,,:::w Ni:, r,i,i::, r,-,~~~ ~~, 

,,:::i '~n,:-,, . c 7,~, r,,:, j::i ,~~ . ,·~ ,~i,N ,, :i,.:i~, l-',,:, ,~ ,·::i~ ,~,N 

• o,,~ o,::io, w·N i~N o~ ,,n,,,:,:, ,: ,:,~ ,~ ,:,N ,~ ,, ,n:w ',~ ,::i,o~:, 

n,,:i: N'?~ rj,,:iw~ ,S·::iN :,-,u, .,,N ,N., ~,, :inr, 21 • ,~,i'~~ r,,:~ ,~ 

::ii ji~:::~, 22 ,.,,~ OiV.'.l tNi + Oi:,~r,j :,,:l,' ii",i + c~~i!'.'.l ,,,,:,, o~;;l) 

o:i~',r~ o~r,,~:, ,~~ r,r,iii :,~r,i ow;:, ,,:r~, r,,~i::i::: Mii :,w~ f:w;~ :-tnN, 

,·~::iw~ ri,,,::, ,r .,,,rt, n~ N~.:iw ,:i,;~::::~ NS ,,w :?3 • ,~;::it, :i,,N ',_v g ::,1:, 

[f~],p ;,,,~,:, ,::i, ~r,~ -,:,o ow ri,~,::i rii::i:, o~~ri,: o~ ~~ iil~ ',-,,.:i: 

! ii~il~i l:lNi wp:L:, ri~irc:, N'?i J~'.::i:i ij,:l :,~,, ~~~i o,-,,r, Sj)W,i r,,:::r,~ :,r,:~ 

i',~::::,', -,;;,~ c;r NS j:, . ,N,~ .,n,~ ;;,,-,::, :,~r, NS, i,.,,o,, ~~i!'~ 

o,tt,;N ,:i,N,, i~' 24 + h ,,~ r,~r,~~ w~N ON ,:,~:,, iiV~N ~NiV :,~~ + ,N,~ 

,~;•r: 0.ii~~r, tN ,,,N, o,t::nn~:, :, ~~~il ,~ :iNi~ N'? ,~ ,~i,N n~i,n:,',~ 

',_v :,-,~,n, :,~~N ',~~~ :in~:iw ,~', N,:i~SN ,i, '~Nw :,~N ,r ,:,,w'i~ ,.,, • o,',~ 

:,~N riN ,,, il-'~, xxxvrrr. 1 : ~', ,~~n o,;: ii, o,~i'r,:,', :,r,,~, NS '~~::i', ,.,,, 

+ ~;n::iiiiiV :iij,'O:, j~ + Ji.'.l;~ o,i::i j:~wNi + 7','t!' :ii,Vt::-t J~ : i~N~i :-til,'0:-t j~ 

~~w', ~',::i ~~ r~~l):, ~iO:l li~it'l"i i't!'N~ 7', :~t:-•N i;~~ Ji;::iiw, :iil,'C: i'.VN 

N~ ,,iN 3 : :,',:o, :,~~wr, :,~r • :i~r ,~tt'ri~ 2 • il'tv ,~i, n,o,.:i g :,',rn 

ll r.1s. ;:'-,:!:, b Ms. j:n-:,. c Jonah IV. 8. d Ps. XVIII. I 2. e 2 Sam. 
X Vll. 16. f Ms. :t•,~. g Zech. IV. 12. h Deut. XVI. 17. i Job 
IX. 17. jJob XXXVIII. 25. 
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S.v •: 7;,~:-,::. ,·,~ ::•it, • i,~ ,~ iil' j:jn ,~ i~w;, 21 i'i • Ciii :,t,•, c•ci? 

i~:::i 7•n,',~i!'~ 'p:, 7, jri•, tiic•:, ·,v: .iii•;,~ iri,: ;,•;,r, 7:::i:::. ,~wr,w ;,1 

i~n ~,i!' ;,; •,v:i •~•: ir,::r,t:, 7, :,~ •:::i 'l''~':ji • i::: •~~ n~:::, iri,: ;,r,~w --
iiri:, 7, i!'• iiN i:li~ 7':j i~iV!'iiV :-1i i,, •:::i 'i: .,, :·~w• ?N •i;"1iV iiN ?N 

~,, :,i:::~ 7~•:::,;,, ,n:::i 7n,N ::.•~t,• ,~ 22 •i:,w ,,p::. :i,,v :inNw .iii•,v:, i~ 

it:·~ ,:, • c,~, c•·n nN":ji iii ;,ii~ ,;,,~:::i •~ •-i;"1i.:-' jri:::i •:::~N~::. :,r,~ 

7niiri~, :,• i:'io••r, iC'N i:):, •iiVN 'ii ?l.' a :-1ii~i ~~:, iCi~ :,.-v j? :iw,v 

,n:: ::.·~w• ,~ 1;, ':j? 1:::in• c,, • in::. 7::~w• iiOi~ npri iWN:::i, • b ,,,~,~i 

c•~i:, 7•',i•~ :ii,~ -:;,,~: ·~, c•,:.::,:i, o•iit':-1 n,,,~::. ,n,,v:i, OiN:-1 r,~ 

•:::i ♦ ?i:j~ j;iC:j:-1 i~i Cc·: :,~i '~:::) ;"1ii~ ;,•:,•, ji•T•::.:: v•i~:i •):j ',z, o•,::::i,:i, 

r,•:::ii~ :,r,~ :,:j• N?i 'i? Ci~:, 1iC••: + 1:ii i•?l.' ij;~ •~ 23 ! d •~i""l ';: !'iiVj' :-1ii~ 

,:i,ri:w, c•w)~ ,, iiiiwci 24 7:·1:::. :,',iv ~.,,v:j ,, '~~ •~, ii :iriN :,:j• ~,, 

• t:•~iiii ion .iii~ ,::. ii•::·, ,:. ~ir, CiN ,::~ 25 i•n,~',:j:, ,•,er, ',z, o•,,i~ 

j:i 26 i~W? 1ii•i i? 1iiiV• j:: ?l' i·~r,i •::ii t:lij' •~•~ j'1Mi j~i~ + ~•::.• W1)~ 

~,, i;;ii::~ Vi) ~,, ~•~w N·:iw ,~,~ • ,,v:j N•~w;, •:: :?.~ '~Ni!' •~, • ~•~w ',~ 

~•::,:,', ',::i• ~? •:: 0•1:::j; c:,w Ci~i •~• j)iMi~ :-1i •:::i '~iN j)iili~ ~•:• 

,·riiii:l~ ·:w i~Ct~ 'W"j•:j o•inN, ♦ ., 'Ni) p ♦ ij;M ~, ,•:t:,· i:::C~ j'iMi~ 

j"~1 + i•icn if, :iNi~ ci•: Ci• •i~ •~ + :,; i::i.: ?ii~ j~i r•iv j"~ i•n~~?:j:i 

ii:::• N?iV c•j,i :•~to r,i•:,t, c•~ •~~, .1,~i~• •:::i 27 • ij?M? :, ,,, 1•~ • ii;ri 

:,t,•nn::. :,t,,, :,•:,v i•N i:ij't~::. i~~ ,::,n·, • ii'ii• • l.'i~• 'ji~~w•, c•J)ii:-1 ',z, 

itc~:, j:: =,tci!i::. ~?i rili): v'i~:, j~ :-1?il.' i"X •? •:::i '1?:J j'iN;, ?l' 'p:, i•~~:, Cito 

+ ,::. :,c•:: c•:, •t:.'iiVi iii~ :ll,, ?l' ':!'i~ i:-i 3o r~to:-i liii•~ .,. ?l' nri,:: .,,,. 

i•::.::~, ,::,~ 1n• j:i::., • c•~it·~ ni•:::v: :vi: cic•, o·~z, 7•,· c•:z,: c:: ·:::i 31 

:,•t,,v i:::•i + i:::l'~ it:~:, + iiX :,c:::i C•:j:: C~M ?l' e 32 + .i7i)1i~? 7•i!l1 c•?~i) 

,~~• ,:w c:::-i, ,,,~, iii ?i!-' ,:::,,~ ,•',.v ,•~· 33 • :i?•~n::. v•~:j~ .,. ,v x:h 

a I\ls. :,-:1:i,. b Ps. XCIV. I 2. c Ex. XV. I, 2 I. d Ps. LXXVIII. 9. e The 

quotation from Rashi begins here. He says ,-:~~ 1.:•.n1:-:,. 
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:,~~ ,',•x:, o~,::i, ,::i,', 7.iiix b r,,o:, i.Vli =,~ a ii.ill' c.:i ,,', :ilii 7r,~o:, :,Ni 10 

• :,r,.v ,.v 7', :::li1i'tV ,~', ot,,.1,,~ .ii~D) x',iV :,p,ri,, :i,l iN::i::i ,::: ,~::i ~~:i .ii~:::l'tV 

~Ni i:l ',.v :,::i,~::i x',x .ii~0) x',, 7)i1',i!i :,~:, ~j,i!.•:i, .iiM):::l j)li~ .ii~~:, N',, 

itci!i i:,nv il ,::i~ =-]Ni 'iN ~)l) f',r,, i~N'tV ,~', ,',i, o.:ii • iN~ 7', :,wp :,,::::, 

c,i'~:::l pl,~ N', :r,, o,p~::i :,•:,r, ,,.v, c. 1)~~ c~:i',x ti.ii~o~, 7,, ',.v 7n~o:, 

• iiV, N1:it.:~ ,:,, 7)n',w ',y ri~).iitV :,~ • 7)n',,w .iii1)i : :,r,.v N::i :,r,~w :i,l;i 

c~.vw,:, inN:, r,',::io tl~ .i)iVi 1~,, 17 :,:.:,N~ oS:p', ,,iio,~::i r::i.ii, .i)~i!.·.ii tl~ 

,,, ::,~, ,~,x .iiX ~: c~,n::i j.iiiN ,:,~.ii~ 7', :iw.v~iV tc::iw~, • r,',::iow ti:i 

t:l.iiiN j,1 .iiNi ',.v, 'j):, ',~ ::i,,t, .iiN',~ l)Wi .iii:::l,i j~i, 'i,V~',~ ,,,~ d + r,~:::,,, 

jj,1:l ,,~, ~:, :iil .ii.V::i ii.:J):l ,p,7r,,, ,~i~.ii, :,n:ii.iii tc::itV~1 titV . c~.vwi 

7.ii•o, 1::i :,~n ~:: 18 • ,~',N ::i,,', x',, ,i, ',S,nr,:,', :,i::: .ii.V:::l ji1::i~', [Fol. 19 b J 

ii,v 7tc~ ',x j1~~, i~:, :::l1i ':;i i~i + ii~; :,:ii~ :i.iiN'tV c,,:, ~,::i,::i j)~iV:::l j.ii~M 

:,~n ~:i 'li'N'~ + ,~)~', o,,::i, :,:ii.ii iiVN :ii11 1ii1tc:J:, :,~, + c~,n', :,r-r,:, i~ 

7tc~ i,,,.:i :,,:, ox i::i::,, .iiiN:i:i::i . p::io::i 7.ii•o, j:::l :,~n::i ,n::i.iiiV 7', w, 

N',i p:, ',~.v,, N', ,:i ,,', :ilii + ,Vii!' Nip, 11:,:, ',.v::i ~:, + ji:,:, Ni:, 7.V1W 7i.v~:, 19 

,~,,,w ,.v . :,:p) 1,w', ,~r,:,, :,t,,t,:, =,Nw.ii 20 x', ~:, :,Ni.ii x',:,, r,:, ~l~~~ ',:, 

',J,'iV il:::l r,,·:,', x',iV :,; j)1i1tc:., :,j 7,v,c, 7,.v~:i 19 '.v~',x ,,,N, r,:, ,l~N~ 
- - ----

il ~~~ N:l.ii ,:, ,~,.v~ 7', :,~:i~w r,: ~l~N~ ',:, ,x il ,::i~ 7x~l,, ,,,:::1, .ii,::i,, 

:,j 7,, ',.v, ti~)i)M.ii:::l j)i i:'tV~ Nl.ii :,pin ,,::i N',, o,,::i, ,,::i~,::i N',, 

~~~l ji:.::', x,:,-:;, ,,,nNw :i~~'.ii ',N~ 20 e ,:iw,.v ',x :i.viV, '~:, ::i;,~w 

:ili,, • :,t,~r, pw', iv,i·, . 7,.v~:i ,~~ ,,::i w)i,, • ,,::il ,,w', 1r,w =,xtt-• /i~ 
:,~:,~ r,:, ,l~N~ :i:,i :iil:::l 1i.V :,\i.ii ~', pi1.ii~ r,•,:,i j".iii:.~, ,i:::l1 .ii::l.i.V tl~ •,', 

.iiili1 '1'.V ♦ o~,i'~~ o~~.v ,',.v•i,:, :,',,',:, .iiil', iN :,::i:::r,, =7NW.ii1 ♦ 7', ,,.v 

:,',~t,:, oii', :,::i:::ri, =-JNWM ',x :,il:::l :,r,_v :,r,x '~~ w~, g. o.v ,w.v,.:i, :,',,t, 

r,,',.v', or,,:::~ o~ri,,,r,~w o~,p~::l o',,.v:, iNi!.' o.v :,',,.v r,,~:i', ,n,',n',, 

:,r,,,,:i, ,.v,:. o,,',, o,~:i cir,', :,~,, o,x .iiil ~:i 7•r,,::i,, ,,::i, ',.v r,,,::i:,S, 

a Ms.:,:-~. b Ms. 'i'::i. c 2 Chr. XVIII. 31. d Prov. Ill. 12. e Isa. XVII. 7. 

I ~Is. j,:,i1, g Job XXXIV. 20. 
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,:i~~n~ N', ~:.v:, .iiN ri~ni.:::,', l)i.:7ii1 N:l t:Ni a+ :,:i~j).:7 o~l)t,i .ii'1:i!7i '1'.V iN 

',_v '~~w '~= Ni,, o~•:.v ~r;wt, o~vw, ri:::.v ',.v .v~~,~w n,r.:~i!.' '~: ~t,, 

,i, :i~w~ ~~t,w ~::tv~:i ni::7 ,t, w~u.,:: ,:~.v p~,:::~ .Vi;~ Nt, 7 b. :Ji::N ~~~w~ 

:i~w,~ • ~o::', c~::',~,: .nN ~~ c it, ,w:i ~:~.v:i riir.:Nw '~:: Ni,, . ,p,::::: 

o~::t,~i, c~:~ Nw~ Nt,, ~~w~:i o~i~ :,1, ',•~w~ :iiw o:i~',.v ,:-,~;~, c~p~,::::i 

n~~i ONi ,~~ o~iit:N ONi 8 ♦ Mi?;:NW '~= 1n,::1 n~p~ x',w 'i'i' ♦ p~i::::, ,~:= 

l)i~~w ~~t, IiNi tN jlii~= i~iio~, ~:,.v ~t,:ir,:i d ,,::',:, o~j,~7:i o~iiON '~p~,::.: 

• ot,,.i,t, ,~;~ 7:::i ~:: on~i!'.V~ ,w~w~~ 1= t,.v, • o,~:i Nen Ni,N o:,~ ,:~.v 

,w~ri~, iiN~ ji:litv~ ~~ o:,t, 'iN :,j ,,, t,.i,, iOi~t, o:::iN :,t,;~ 1:::i, t,~~, 10 

t:l) t,.i,~~ 1= Nt,, f. n~::,~ ~,~ :i:iN~ iiVN nN ~:: n~ntv;"i', Ni,, • ,:iii!'~, e o:·r::ii 

,,,:i.Iri ,.vr-i!.'~ o~ • oi:iN~ 1:: ,nx, ori.vw:i :i,~:i o:i~~~ 11 :,',:i~ iN o~.vwi:, 

o:i~~~ ,t,:i~ o:i~w,~, on,,:i.v ,:pn~, o:, ori~::,:,', Ni, ~:: on~,,o~: ,i,~N ,:~:i~ cN 

t::n',c,•tt,' j::ri~i g :lint, + iii:ll)~ nl;,tt':l il'~':!Y~ ~', t::Ni 12 • Oi'1::.: ~::i:: :ii~:i 

. :ii:, ~~:n, r3 • i~:::i',, n.i,,t, :ii:, ,~w x', itvN ',.i, n.v, ~t,:i:i ,.v,,;~, :,i:i.i,:,:i 

j'iMii o:,~~:i :-tl'iN :l iij? ii1 t,.i, :,:::i:r, 7i1 j?i onii:Jl) :,~:, Nt,C' OliiNi 

,~~ :~w;v ~,:: o~::i~:r,~:: j:)i :-t:l~N~ i1:lil)t, Oi:l:'.j o::ir, J~N ~:: h o:,~r,,~t,::~ 

o~',;~ 7:::i, 7~ri,:.v ~ii.i,:~ Nt,:, ~t, n~w.v :i:::: .v,,~ ir.:N', 'i':-t t,.i, =,,.i,1t, =,N 

j:o: :,~ iir-N~ ~:: Oil:•~w:: i~i,N ,.vmzr NS 1::', :,i::.: o:i~t,.v N::i o::it, MN 

i.i.'i::i n,~M '4 1= ',.v t,~;,,:i NS, ,:i,:,:i.v ,:·~~ 1,:: Ni,:, 1,,,w: ~:: t,~,i,,: :,~, ,:t, 

':: c~~~,: riri~t:: 'N'~, k. :,;~1:-: o,~i, otJ~ip:i, '~:: • ;i:,~i, o~:~i1r.::, c~w,j,:i 
.... 

iiii1 m l)tvi n~ri~ x', '~Ni.:-' ':: o·::i~:n:, ,i,.N ~:: 'r.:Nw • ::i',, 1. w,p :i~;'i~ Nt,, 

•~t, t·Sn ~,,o~~:: io,•r.::, ,~:i.v:i ~:.v r~t,n~ 1s ,:iii m. 1n~ c~~,:.v ~~w~, 'i~~, 

. '~Ntv ,~:: n~riw:,t, Ni,, o~iN vn',:i :,t,;~, ,t, :i~~~, :i,w~, ipn~, ,~::ii w~n~w 

a Prov. X. 27. b Job XXXIV. 6. c Job X. 4. d Ms. ji:~;,. 

the text has t::;,-::,•;,•~. .f Prov. III. I 2. g Ms. :-.:;N~. 

i Neh. V. 1 3. The Ms. has •;•:::.::;. j Job XXXVIII. 13. 

l Deut. XXIII. 18. m Job XXXVI. 6. 

e So margin: 

h Jer. XII. 2. 

k Jer. XII. 3. 
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'it:.,', . t,:,~i W~t:J i:l1N: 1N~ i~::i, ,,~ Nr,iV c:n i~N 1j;:::i p•:, '~:::i j"N 

'?N:, CW N'?i ?i7~', i,vii1: i:~, :,~i ,,, 'iNW iriiN Ni:,i a j':,~ •',;l):, l:ll7W::ii 

:,:,N • i:::iN n,,i'~ tN ,:, :,.n,vi '::it, ,,, • j)1:l ~~ii!.' Ni:, ,:, ,,rii ,,:,n, ,,~: 

• i:l1N:i ii.V ,,:,i: l,'ii• i:•N i',N:, :,wil,' Ni:, 1N + v::i: l,'1, N',i + C1N:i ji.V ,;:it, 

:,, r,, pi ,~·wN:i NS ,:, o:n c,i::, :,:,,, i,::,,, ,:i,::i :,~~, ',::, ::i·N, 16 

.nn,:~ ,v,, NS, 1::iN ij)::i .n.v, ::.,,Ni, rNw t,,:w::. rN ,:, :in,, '.V'N'~, + ,,,::., 

.i~:ll.' ,::::i::. ii7N inN ,,,:, t,,v ,:,'i!':iw~,. w::i:,, ji: ,on~ ,.n.v, r,,, :,::., ii:,w 

niNi:,t, ,~n:', c,~,n·:, io,~ jii th,:, t,t,,:, inn i~ :,,N ,,i nw',w ,~:~: 

'~NiV '~:, ,,i:N N?i ,,:,, ',:,::. ,,.n,,i::. r,, ji:n, c,ni Ni:, ,,N 'i':, ,:,,, ,i, 

,~? JiVii:, :,i!,•~ ,, '1',V 1:::i~i.li Nij): :,7 . Ni:,,',N :,o,,, XXXVI. 1 + ::.,,N 

',:,:, • 7inN, i,l,'7 ,r, in:, 2 : ::.,,N ,,v·i niV'?w i;::= ,,i,, c,:,v~ .nw',w ,,,ow 

pi jiiri:,, J.li:i:,, c~in b. ',r,,, c,,N i.riiir,',i . 7,,~Ni ~.V~ ~t, ',r,i:, c,~,n 

'~'li'N ,,.v ,:, . ,,inN ,~,, 1: ,inN ~.1'~ ,t,,n,:, c ,:i,::i,,,:, i~,:::. ,,ri: 

:,i',N', ii,v i•M:,, ,:, d p~,::: :"'N i,l7:~ l,'Wi ,:, ,~, 7,i:,1 ',:,::J, 7,n,:,iV:ii!' 

'l,''N':::ii + ,,ion, 'j):, ,:,ii niNi:,? :,:::iii e ',Nt, 7•::i:, ,:N i:, :,',l)~', '~NiV ,::it, 

,i,.n:,, ,::., ;; • i',,::: .n~ i".li:~ 1-wi ,:, 1::, t. ,,, nN c,,~,v ,,,,v it1; '~ ~.n~ 

j"N + p~n,~t, :i•,n ,:Nw '~:, ,,v, Ni!'N 3 ~.v~ ,,:: ,r, c,w ,,::i, h. c,i',,::: 

~::iin~:,, pi:l:i 'i? • j)i::: j.liN ,~l,'::i?i c:,,w,vr~ ,::i:, N?i cl:,,,v:, liN ~,:,:~ 'i':, 

c,,,,,v ,r,,~ ij)'iV N'? l:l:l~N ,:, 4 i o,~t,N:, ,r,, n,::.::.,:, ,,,r, ,:n: ,,,, + Ni:, ,r, 

:,~:, j: ,:, c,i::.i:, ,:n:,w c'?,,: ,~, ri,,: . c',w ,::.::.', c:i7 ,,:,, c',,,vt, c~ 

ii:.,~ :ii::.', :,j:, i:1:::1 7~!' ,:N :ii~ .liil,'1 c,~il 'p:, l7Nij)W :,~~ ,:, ,,~ w,, 

Ni:, 'i':, Ni~w .n,,, c,~n 'i,::i :,,:,, iN ♦ i,::, '?N 1:-i 5 ':,'~'.V'N i:lj,: t:ij,:', 

ni~N iwN: k ,,:::i:, ,v•~, oN~, NS, J. c,,v, c,~n .n,~t,::i~ i~N,v ,~:, . i~li 

,n,,::. 1,-c•~t, ::.', n:, ,,::.:, Ni:i :iii::.~:,w ,;::, z ,r,,nw:,', n,Ni:n i,',,v Ni:ia:~', 

,i. :,vn, :,~i~, c•~, W"NW ,::it, m l,''i!.-'i p,,:::N Ni, ,:, 7,, 1,l) • l,'i!-'i :,,,r,, N'? 6 

a Mal. III. 20. 

e Job XXXIII. 6. 

h Ps. CXLII. 8. 

b Isa. XLII. 4. c Judg. XX. 43. 

.f I Sam. XXIII. 26. The printed text has ~~-

i I Sam. XVIII. 8. j Job XXXVII. I G. 

Job X. 3. l referring to Job XXXIII. 10. mEx. XXIII. 7. 

d Hab. I. 4. 

g Hab. I. 4. 

k referring to 

n Ps. V. 7. 
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:Ji!'ini ii,~r,b OiN :,1,~1,:Jc' ~:J1,i b ,it,~1,:::1 ~n~~)~ :-ii:iN 'b:i a• "tl) :,i~W :,1,~1,:::1, 

::nvri~ pN c o::J=wt 1,;v 0::::1:::11,:::l iib~ ,,,r, • o,~~ ,t, .l-'iNW :-ib ,:1:wb Sr 

♦ O"b.l,' n,n~i~ pie1, N~:,w e o~~~i.l,' i~t7 'h-: n,i~~7 ,~t, r:n~ Oji d ♦ ,:1:wh- Sr 

:-i~:1 r.;. ii::1 ',: :,::, ~ ·~, :,t,~1,:, ~:::ri:1 ~:-i~, t. or ,wr,j' ,,i,~i, n,~r, ,.,,:v 

:-i~:-i~, ♦ ih-S~:1 ,~Ni:l p 1,r ~~ ! l'iib:-i::lb ,::JSh-, h: i'.:::i!.'S:l s~~i' N~i,~1,:::1 

J. inp,::: oiN ;:::11,, 1,;v :::10,b ij?:v:::~ ow 12 i. ;~:1:, j~N ii~: o,o: ,~:in 1,N ,,,r 

• o,;i~1, O\i1,~ ih-w NS, ,:i,pie.l-'V ,~i'V:Vb ~:Jwr~, p,~ ,1, n~i!'.l-'tv oiN pt,, ,,i, 

o•j,itvr:i ,i'r:::~ owv oij,t:l ~:J-zn~ ,i, ,vr NS o~iriN, k ,~~w,:v c:r:,1,~ .,~~ i~Nt, 

o~.l,'i JiN) ~~~b l ♦ r,: o:i~i't:.-'i.l,' ,~~, or,~b o:,1, tNi 1ii Sr ♦ :,~,:v rN: 

:,1,n~, j,Sn o:ih- wp:1S ini',~ ~,:, o:,1, on1,~:, :in~, oniN o~j,tvi;v:, 

o~j,i!'i;v:, o~,riN o~;vi 1,~;i ~~:J~ '1''~ ,.,,r, • 1::::1 nS:v,:i :,r~ 'i':,1, S:1N iri:1,~ 1,;v 

ii:i~w n,~iS NS, :v,~ws 'i':, s~,~ ~s ~,wv 1N 13 ♦ o~~,tv~i o~j,i!'il):, ,i,~N 

NS :·n:, i:1"1:li m. S:,~ ~s Sb.l-' SN ~:l:,i l)i:l niNib [Fol. 19 a] Ni,i o~~~:v 

:,Sr,~, r'?n ,:~~ wp:1S ,s :,~:, NS :,7 i:1"1:l S:1~ in,~ ~s, ri,i nr,~ ,s n~w:v 

1nn :ib np,~ ON ,~i:1"1 r,1,~r,r, 1,;v :::10,~, o,1,: ,,~b Mj,S, ,s~-~ r,r,~ ,i,~N: 

,,~ :,n~w ,,,i' i:,7 tiiiiVn NS 'h-~n ~: =,~ 14 Niw:, ni::,1, :,~~i,t:.-'~ ~s n • ,s 
1,:w ,~~::-hh- ;~, S:1j,S ,~nr 'n~ :,1 Sr iS::lioS S:,n NS ~,w 'p:, :,~ii ,~~~w 

'i':, :,~ii 1:~Ntv i~~~n ~: =i.~ '~'~, ,~~~b Ni~n, ,t, 1,S,nn, . Ni'i!' :,~i~ ~,:, j~iV 

Sb;v ni~it, 1,:,~ NSw, inj,i:::: oiNS :1~w~i!.' 0 i:iN::::bNi ~nr,~ 1n~ "b '~Ni!' ': 

p,:1nr,, ~n,bl) Mih-Ni p o~.l,'Wi n:::::vS l)br!', :v~~,b Ni:iw nib~ :inN, 

,. r:in r:1 Sj,t:.-':l ,~~~s i~, . ,~v~ ~s, r,wc ,i.iiNi 1r1:Vi :,Nii Ni:iw q ·:::1 

riS S:1N . ,i:~, 1,:1pS • ~,,~i' 'iVS ,i, 1,1,in.ii, 7np,::::, ,~~~~.::h- ,~~:::h iit:i 

~: . 1:h o~w :in:v, 1, • j::J ,i, n,:·~:, ~s ~: ;~, ,s j"N ,~n,j,i:::: Sr ,~~:Ji, 

a Ps. XLII. 9. b Ps. LXXVII. 7. c Ps. IV. 5. d Ps. XXXVI. 5. 

e Isa. XXV. 5. f Job XXXIV. 20. !! Ex. XII. 29. 

i Ps. XXXIl. 9. 

nJob XXXV. 7. 

to Job XXX. 20. 

j Job XXXV. 8. k .Ms. o·t:·,.i•, l Eccl. IV. 1. 

h Dan. V. 3o. 

m Hab. I. 13. 

q referring o Job XXIII. 3. P referring to Job X. 3. 

r Prov. XXIII. I. 
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99 COMMENTARY ON JOB. XXXIV.32-XXXV.2. 

.. ~ iN S:r,-. NSw ~::iw~~ Ni:, N'i!J .... ~ .. :ti • =,-.o,N NS ~tiw~: irhl)ti a S,.v ON, 

:o,~ + .. ..,t,_vti i1N 0~ b. c .. ,w .. :~ NW: ~t, ',_v ::o,~ .. .l'iNiV: + ~::liV~:l ,:i,, .. 

:,~ .. :,, . :,:~Sit,.. ,~.v~:, 33 :inN =i~ c. ',,.v~ .. ,w, .vw,~ ',N', :-ii, .. t,r, S.v 

:,r,_v ,: .. , ,,N 0Ni~ :,;;~w 1, :,~ .. NSw ,:i,,nw ,s o',w-. t,:, NSw ,~.vr~ nj'Sw 

:,r,:,in, ~~w~ 7t, ,n:,.n :inN .. :, .. ,:, d • .. ~~w~ ,·o:, ',~, .. r,i'i:i: 7,~iN:l 

e ,:t, :iii1:l~ '~~iV , .. ,:,., r,',-.n,,t, inn ,n:,.n :it~N -.:, ,:,., n.v,~w :,~, :,7 ,.:,:,. .. ~, 

. :,:~t,w .. 7~.v~ :i::i, • , .. ,.:., o .... ot, :i:i:,,w ,~.v~:, ,,t, ,,~::, , .. ,.:, 7ti-.:, 7:,t,, 

,,.::i 'iti~ iNw, • ,1.v-.t,~ ':,.i ,,.::i~ .. n,~ .. .: f. ot,w .. ,~.v~ .::~ .. ~:~ o~ ,,,, 

:,.:h .. w:~ 34 • t,,,~:, '.:, ,,.tiw '~:, :,~w:, t,:,, 'i':,t, w .. ~ ,~~:, ,~~:, SN t,~ .. :i 

c .. ~:,n ,.v~w 'NW .. ::it, • o~r, ,.::, g .. t, ,.v~iV .:.:t, -.w:N pi:, • '.V~t, '~Nw .. ::it, 

.... .:~ 36 • -.t, 1 .. .:.. • .. t, ,~,w o~r, Ni:iw ,::~, • .. t, ,,, .. w :,.:,.t, .. w:NS .. ,N, ,,~ j:,i 

i~ .. :i' :i:i' j~ .. ~~ :-11:; j~ • 1:,n .. NS iit•N:, 1:,n-. NS, • :,:,.~ n,1~~ .. :,:::, 'N' .. 

t,,,~ ,.:, -._:~ 7,, t,,v ciN .. ::: piVS.: Ni:iiV i:,r, .. , .. :,:::, .. ~ .. ~~i' .... ~ .. :.:ON-.:, • .. :::, :,:::, 

_: .. w~v n:.,u.·n t,,v • o .. ~w::w , .. .:NS iN , .. ,.:n~ inNS ,:.,~, 1z1-.SN ,.:, ~ .. .:::, 

,~~it' :,~ Ni:i, J1N .. w:~.: 1N:l:~: .: .. w~w o-.,:,.,:i, ,t,•Nw pN .. w:N.: .:, .. N 

, .. :,.. NSw .. M~i' 1.:N '~Ni ♦ , .. tlit' ':) i pN .. t,.vti 0l,' :,i.:n', niN, ♦ :,t,.v~s 

iN jM:l .. itvN:)i ♦ ~::iw~, ti :,w,.v ,: .. N Nii.::, .. ~ ,,~N .. W j1N .. t:J:N.: ri,.:,wn 

Ni:iiV c .. n~w .ViVti =i .. o,~ Ni:i, • ~~r, NS.: ,: .. N -.:, ',iN~n t,_v 37 • ti:i ii' .. ,::: .. 

.:, .. , ♦ c·,.:, .. ,.: .. , ,,wt, j ♦ p,~,iV iti.v j,tl0 .. ON ':) ♦ j,tl0 .. ,: .. :-._: ♦ l,'i iVj,i~ 

nnti o .. ,.:, -.:w.:, • t,,i' n~,:, 'iiVS k , .. ti:::, j,tio .. , ':, ~-N' .. , • Siti:, o.v~:, , .. ,.:, 

1:::,0 .. NS '~Nw :,~:,, , .. ~tiw~ , .. o .. :, SN, 'j,i::: '~~w '~:, • ,.: .. w:,t, ,1 :i:.v~.: 

:,7:,.j O .. i't,N~ ,wti: 1j'i:l S.v NSN ,n.:,u.·r, ,t, , .. tl NS, m c .. :,t,N 0.1' ,n,:i:,.: ,.:~ 

nNT:i 2 • N,:i .. SN j.V .. , xxxv. 1 • ,.:~ 1:::,0-. NS ,~w.v :,~ S.v i:,.: .. w~ , .. ,nNSw 

:,r, .... :,w ♦ SN~ ,n,.. 1 .. ,::i it' .... n,:,1, .. i',:i: 7::i.:',.: r,,~~ p.v~s ~t)it,'~t, n.:wn 

a Ms. i,~ corrected to ~,;,. b Job XXXIV. I 9. c XXXIV. I o. 

d XXXIV. 5. e XXXIV. 4. f Ex. XXII. 11. g Job XXXIV. 10. 

h 2 K. V. 13. i Job XXXIV. 8. j I K. XX. 10. k Num. XXIV. 10. 

l Job XXXIV. 5, referring to XXVII. 2. 111 XXXIV. 9. 
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97 COMMENTARY ON JOB. XXXIV. 16-23. 

----- ------- - --------~---~-------

1~, . :,t,.v~t, 'l,'to:, :i,~:i CN1 16 ♦ ,ro~w~ ,-o~ Ni, i'~,::: C~i!.' 'i!.''~ Nton~ 

'~i~w liXi :,,V~W J~::,t, :i.::.'.i' CXi • '~~ j,i "iNW:i t,~~ CW ,~•N ~~ a ~j\~:, :,~~:i 

=,~:, '~~ r:i + yi~i' xi:,w :,~~n:,i =7N:, j~ ii~i::i:,t, nn::i xi:, :,~:, 17 :,nl,' 7t, - -
:i~ro:,t, ,cl)~ ,:::.v~, w,:in~ ,n,~1, ciN:i tc::iw~ N~iww tc::iiw ,x c,, ,w:i 7t,~ 

,~:::i,N ct,,l):, ',~i!.' 'p:,t, ttvil,'W ,~~ ~li,N :ii:,Nt, ,::icNn~, ,~i,N iiWj'li:,t, ,i, 

c.v·w,~w ,i, ,~,i' 7~N N:iw :i~:, ,t,•Ni b. ,~.v~w,:i, :,~,i' en,::: ri.v:i ,i, j"Niii', 

.v~w,:,t, t,,~~ :inN iN~ j)i!-: t,.v:i, i'~,::: Ni:iw 7t,~ ,n,~ ox, c,::w ~:in~, 

1~ NS:i, t,.v~t,:i 7t,~i, ,~Ni, ~,Ni ~~, t,.v~t,:i 7t,~i, ,~N:, 18 'iNw ,~~ ro~w~: 

,~~~ NS, c~,w ~~::i Nit'~ Ni, iil-'N 19 7t,~i, 'W'~ c~:i~,~ SN ,Vi!'i ,,i, ~,Ni ,~~N r~,:i 

♦ l,'Wi '~NW '~ i'~,::: Ni:, j::W ♦ et,~ ,~,~ :,w.v~ ~,:ii!' itc::iw~: t,, ~~::i', .v,~ 
-in~', c:i~',.v c,n~ NS, ,,:iN~, ,n,~~ .v~,w 20 c~,w ~:::l Nw~ NS ,~~ 7',,:i, '~~, 

:,w.v~ i::i Cj'iV c,·~ c~i'iw.vw c~t,,:, ',.v en,~ ~~ ci:iNt, ,:,~~ NSN ilili~~ 

c~,ric~, c~~s.v,, C ,ri~:::i w~N ,,:i~:i i:~,t,w, c~toj,W c:,i!.' :,',~', r,i:::n ,~~N, ,~,~ 

,, t,.v c:i~,w, c~',~ t,.v c.v1 iNS~~, en,, ,,.v~, . c.v it7J,'ij~ • o',,.v:, ~:~.v~ 

NS, ,~:i ~i, ,~:i~ :i~:iw ,ri,~ ,,· c~, d • ,.v~:::wro',:i S~tci' N~i,~t,:i :i~:i 

i:lit, Cl,'to j r,i, ,~~~l,' ~~ 21 e + 'iiil,' ',::l~i 9ilil,' 'W~i in iii 'j':-t n~:l CN ~~ n~:i 

-iw:i 7t,~ Ni:iw '~~ w~~ ~~,, t,.v ,~:~.v ~~ • ,~~1 7~,N:iS i!'"N ~;~ Nw~ NS :,~', 

,no:,', n,~t,i tNi -
1
wn rN, 22 ,nt,,,j ,,:i.v:i ,~~,, t,::i ,~..,n~ j,ip,~ Ni:, c,, 

?_23 • ,n,~~ J,'ji:l i~ L,.v tc~:i,ro, c~.v, ri,~,::.: ~,~ ~~~.v ['iJ ',.v . 1iN c',.v::l:i cw 

'~:liV:l ,~,~ ~:l:l + i~N 7~iN:,', ii.v c•w~ cii i'W:l 7',~ Ni:,w iV~N ',_v N', 

,ri,~ J~N ~~ ,c,~', ,~iN :,',~w ~,nN ,~.v n~i,ri:,', to::lw~: ,~i,N 7',:,', ,,,:i~ 

,.v,~ c,~ Nii'', ,~,::: ,:,:i ,,w,n ':-,w~, w~~ ~~,, .v,,~ ,:~~w ,w:i n,~~ 

.v,,~, ri,:it, ij)in Ni:, ~~ 'i':, i~ Ni,, ♦ ,,~:i i'~OW -~', Ni:, n~N ox ,,i'n', 

t,.v '~~ ,,~~:, :i,,, ♦ c~,w ~~~ Nw~ Ni, lX ,o,~', ,~iN :,t,jT,V ~,nN, 'iV,V~:, ',~ 

~',.v c~w~ Ni, '~~i!-' g ~:i c~w~ ~,:, 7N NS :i,~~ '~Nw ~::li, ~~ • t,,,j:, ,~~:i, rirow 

w~~ t,.v c,wt, ,~.,, ;~ Ni, ~~ N,:i~SN ,i, ,,~ i~ t,_v • ,,:it, ~~ten j;i ri,',~t,.v 

a Ps. V. 2. 

d Dan. V. 3o. 

. 
b Jer. II. 27, where the text has t:riv,. c Isa. XlV. 18. 

e Isa. XXXI. 3. f Prov. XV. 3. g Job XXIII. 6. 

7 



XXXIII. 32-XXXIV. 16. COMJ\1ENTARY ON JOB. 96 

j::, ~::, ,~i~ :,t,;i ~t,, i:i.v~i,:, Ni,, 'j):, iio~ 7::,t,; ~,:, ,VtviiV [Fol. 18 a] ~t,~ 

l~t,r~ Ji~ ~::, 3 + ~,:,~t,N l.V~i XXXIV. 1 : a t:Ni::l~ 11itv t:~M::liV o~,Vt:.'i:, r,-,~~ 

. t,~~', 0,V~~ 1M itv~::, liiitv~:i rt,•~ p~:, jM::lli ti:, j~ ';', :,::.:i'i 7•n; jM::lli 

'::itv • b o::,~.iii::l~::l, o::,:: ~,~ ,~ :,ri•:,, '::, iM~ \i,,:~nw 1~,, ,~w::, 7~n, '::, :,~:ii 

't!'::in :ii~, : o~,:J,.v ,::,,w::, '::iw • c o~,:J,.v i::,t,, t,~o::, i::,c.,i o::,~n,::l~::l ~~::, 

::.,~N '~N ~::, 5 ♦ :,n::,,ri ~::lit'~ ♦ d o.v OiiN ~::, o~~~ :,~.v~:: 't~ 1:::, ~::, ::,•~ li~•c, 

t,_v :Jii::, ~~~ ~i, w~w rii::7, ~D~tv~ t,r G ~~:J~•n, ~~::iw~ ,~o:i t,N:, t,::l~ • ~rij)i::.: 

o~,~,N iD::it:.•~ 'tVj)::l~ ~~~iV ii::ll)::l '.V'N'::li ~~~:::~t,ti e ,~~~~ i:ii::,~ Nt, iit'~ 'i1 

:,t,in; /z :,t,,n c,i~N g ~::i::,::l o~n ~t, t,_v ,Vtv::l ~t,=~ f•li~~ ~:::n ~,~~ + :Jjj::, ~~~iV 

+ [i :,•r,;::,~ !:itvi~N ~::, j::,i] JJM:i ~,~ t,l) ~::l ~t,n:,u, ~::it, + l:,w~ 'i t,_v j"~M::l •l:,;,;'i 

ij'~J.' ::liM:itv ~~i, 7~ :Jin:, jij::l N,:i, ::liM::l :,t,;r, :,i'~,:iw i "::liM i'~i~ 7,, i,, 

,::.:...:!: 7 i :i~n,~~ :iw,j~ 1:::,, n,~n,~ 1~,:J ~::.:n~ ,i,,~ ,~on ~::.:n ~::, '::it, t,::,j o~, 

o~~ :iri,w o,~w it~:: k ,~,::,:J t·w,n ,j•~, ~~.vt,~, :Jii!'M w•~t, .v,,jtv :Ji~~:, 

~::, ~,w :,~ 1,~i, ~,w t,_v~~ :,~ ,,~w . ji~ ~i,.v,::i or :i,:Jnt, n,~, s . ,~~:::t, 

:,~:,~ ~i, + 11 1:::,0~ ~t, [i~~] •::, 9 ii~~~ i::, •::, + ,Vtvi ~tvjN O,V :ii i:.i::l ;;::,t,L.,, m iji'.Jl)~ 

o•J.'tvi li~l.' S.v l.'~~,~ P ~:::, • o•j,',~ o.v o p::.:i::l i.iii•:,:: of,:, ,i, i,.,,. ~i,, o,~:, 

o•~::,n ,.v~w q t,r,:,w '~:::, rj~:J~:, ::l::li, ~tvj~ j::,t, 10 + ,w~, or, ~,:, '•::i~ i::l t,::i~, 

t,,l.' ri,w;,~, i'~,::: o,~ ,i,~t,i:,t, l.'tvi~ • :,1 i::li ,i, ~,:, t,,n 7,, :,i,~i,M • ~,~ 

•:jt, .Vi i:, ::,~ i:, ,i, ol:,w~ o,~ i,l.'~ ~::, 11 t,,l.' i~~, :,j,~~ i,~ ~,., ~::, ~:ji!'~~:: 

,i,~N ~,:iw i'~,::: .v•w,~ ~,:, Ni, i,~ . 7t, ,~;JN nt~~ Cj~~ ~~ 12 ♦ ,:iD:jtv~ ,~::,, 

i:,,t,::,~ 0~ jli~::l iji~t,::,, 0iN:, ii:J•N ,~t,,i, 1j)::l ~~ 13 t,::;:, r,;t,::,t, :,:::ii :,•:, 

::l~~~ Ni:, ~t,:,, ,~,J.'t,::~ :,t,,::, t,::lli ow •~, • ,n,t,::,',~ ,;~~ ~,•w ,:i,,:J~•, 

;•tvJ.'~::l i'ii',i, OiN:i nN~iii, i::l', t:•w~ ON 14 ~',:, • o•,Vi!,'i:, =i~ .iii•nt,, t,::,t, 

Nt, iiVN OiN j~Ntv ~~t, i'tt'::l t,::, _v;;i~ 15 J.'j~ '~::lN i::~~/i~ Nt, o~.v,:, ,~::,ii::li 

a referring to Jcr. VI. 26. b I Sam. Xll. I 5. c Prov. XXVI. I o. d Job XII. :z. 

e Isa. LVIII. 11. f ? ,zi::~. g XVI. 17. /z Ms. ;,S,~. i Micah I. 9. Omit the 

words in brackets. J Exod. XV. 9. k J\1s. ,,,:,::. Corrected in marg. to 

l Job XXII. 17. m XXI. 1 6. n J\ls. i= ~- Corrected. o Ms. j:::li. 

P Sec X. 3. q Sec vcr. 2. 
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:i•it, OiN n~:Ji:,I:, l:,x i:ii• .iiMN o.v:j:: • li1iN::::l •:J q • i= 'r.:~n :,~i, ,x n•w, 

i;a~ ,nt,~:i CiN w·~i, :,••:w i:::i.v~:i, • ,o,~t, i:iN .n,t,~i, ,•xtcn t,_v ,.i,N 

+ c;l:,r,:: '5 /~~'i!' '~: tiio••:i ,-io•·~ Ni,N ,~, n:,.n:,', :,r,:,n:, + :'"1:Jiii.:·• ~s 
px :,t,;• i~ 1G • :,t,•t, ji•m:i oil:,r,::1 i,~ i:ii• jirix::1 •: '~Ni!.' :,~ t:-'i~• :,r,_v, 

t:liXS Ji•iir~ i:J"Nt:.' rii~Nt-' 1~:J xl:,i + ir,•::ir~, i•~~i1 ,t, _v•,,~ 7:J:ii + t:i•t•:x 

.,. t,_v il'i on,n ,~ cw ,t,•~: c,nn• riio••::1, o,nr,• O""';o,~:, • 1•3,•t:,•~ .n',i1.ii 

i;i~;, + :,,~, + 1i•:iw j1~ :,w3,•~ OiN i"t::,I:, 17 1:i~ :,I:,;• :,~::, . NtcniV j'iio••:, 

n,~ -~i, i:::il:,i::J i'ii'ii, i•w.v~ I:,: t,, ,::J•i• Nl:,w D~tt·~:i ,:t~ :,o:i• o,~ l:,w 

•:~ i'i!'~:J jt:.•ri•i!! 18 •:jt, p::, :ix,~ :i,~~:, ii'".V •: :iNi• 7~:, :,o:• 'li'N'~, j•,:, 

i:::i•w• OiN :,~~', i~N• i:, . "i1 iX'i!'• Ni, i•:Jii I:,: S.v ,.ii,~ 1, :,•:, ,t,•~w nnw 

',::, :,o:~ ciN:i iiV~ i:i;~ :,,~, ':j', U,•• o~, • a ~oN• ,•t,x ,n~~t:.·:, 1n,, ,:it, ,•t,x 

•~:, 'i:j~ :,r,_vi . t,~ i:ii• nr,x:i ·: '•:j :,: i.V 1i•ir, i:::iil:,n:i 15 '~NW '~: i•~• 

::~i, '•~ iN • j.t'i"N ,:in j'ii1 :iiN:J~:i ,-.~~l' :.i, 7,~: :iix:J~~ n::,:i, ,g 

i.:'~; • b ,w:j:J :i.vr,n t,:,N l:,:w • or,!:, ,r,•·i1 ,ji~:ii, 20 • O"j'iil i•:i·w ,•~::l.V . 

i,~~ 21 • :,t,n OiD:i ~i,iNn:,t, :,t,•~i :,r,•:,w :,;:,.:n l:,::x~ • in••:, Niii' :,••n 

;.:;;; tNW ,•n,~~l' ,:jiw, • :,~i~:i :,l:,•nn:i :,•:,t:, :,~~ ,,w:i I:,:• • "Ni~ ,,t:,:i 

j,ii11 it,,:,, • 1:JiO t,_v 1'it"Ni j,10:j:, nl:,~: 1: .n;~~.v:i, ,w:::1 ,~,~ iOi1:J 7:J i,:J 

tn•~~:, ri;o•, C c•l)i •:Nt,~t, ,n·i1, ,w~: nnwS :iij'.t'iil' 22 il' ,•t,.v .t,i1:, 

+ v•t,~ iXt,~~ i":J:jt, :iiiV i•l:,_v w• 0~ 23 :ii:, t,_v t:•w•i W"~i• t:l~ '•~x, + 1.liiX 

o,p~:i o,NS ,~i, •: . ,,w,, ::r,N;'i ',_v ~•~:,i, j.ii:.ii1 j•i•.v~:, :,t,N •:~ nr,x '•~x 

o•r,•r.,~~:, j•~ :,~•~i:,i i:iNi~ 1
: + i:,J'j:j + v·t,~:, 7~t,~t, i~X•i i:J:Ji1• 24 iN ',_v 

•1•,li~ ~i:,x~ •: i•:i:i'iV 1~ Ni:,i i•i:ii:i i:ji: ,t, •.nN~~ •i:i'iV Milt!' 1i~ii:,I:, 

d: :,I:,:~ Ni:, liiVi1 CM rii~NW 1~:J Nt,1 it!Ji•:, j~ ir,~ jl•t,~ l)~W• + :,:iiD 

~l:,nnn ':ji :,•:,•, :,ij'•.V t,_v :1,~, :,ir,,:ji, c i't,i1nn :,t,~:, .liNit:.' 'X'• w~~~ 25 

nl:, 1iiV:1 '•:J j:J1 '~1j'~:i '•~W w•~t,r, J:1 +f 'iV~iV:, •;~t, xi:, :iDi :,;:,i + n•::i 

--- ---

a Job XXXIV. 14. b Ps. CVII. 1 8. c Sec Ps. LXXVIII. 49. d .lob IX. 22. 

e Ms. :,~~:'1:'1. f Job VIII. 16. 
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:ii::: '~t:,•1, • i::•'it•:,i:, •j::'.:l Mii ")Zij,•::::, 18 • ij,\V j::i • :,1,iiiXi ':, Ni:,w a~)~ :,~ 

O"i!.'ii1 ni::ix:, + i.n~~'iVj ~•:::i:,1, r,•:ir,:, i::'iV1, :,:::iii!' + Mn~~ ~t, t•:i 19 + :ij,i!::; 

• r1~1,t:.W '.:ii~ •jb:J lij)'.:i" j:l t•:, ;,i::::,•o:, r,:~ O"l)j,:rl~i!' i!'ii1 j"~ j"Xt,~~'i!.' 

• ,,j :,;j~,~ ij,".V b n,:,x:, Sx i)~:, t,x ':: . .n,,,j o:, n,::,x • ,::•w:,t, 

".Vi r1t:.·St:.· i~ Ni.::N Nj t,x 21 • i•::7:,w :ir,,:::a:~:, i~ ~t, Mii•, :,i::.,x 20 • 'li'X'~ 

iMX ~n,.,. X? •:, 22 ::,~xs :,jl) :,~~ ,~u., i'iVX ,,t,~ ,t, :,j:X NS ,i, ,j,Vi!' ::,·x 

:,~~ ,~,t, [Fol. 1 7 b J . 1,t,:,:, j~ i)x~:::,Nw ,~wJ Xii;,, ,t, :,):,~ ~n~•:,c, o:,~ 

,,xw ':, . itYi!':: w,,:i Nii' ott,:,w c •)n.v,~ xt,, j):x '~:, :,•:,~, • ,t, or,•j, r,•:,i:, 

c:,i:, •:,•j:liV bl)~:, i?i) :i•:, xt, r~i_vi di)•~~:: ~.nj,iri:, it"N Wii:,t, t")l):::l 

':, :ii~::w ,x :,~~iw ,,wt, 'X'~, • ~jw,.v •)xu.,~ • o:i,~:,.:,t, :,r,,v ,.v ;,,nw1, 

•jwS :ii::, 2 • •jjl):, Oib:: • :,j•ix:i ~i::, t,:,, XXXIII. 1 e ,~wj~, ,,, oNw•, 

:it~ ,~,t, :,:::ii ~jl'ii!.!l) 1,x ri,, 4 • pi!'t,:, ni)li~ o~;,~ S:i:: tii;, j~ri • ~:iri::i 

,j~j•:: u.,• ,t, .nSxwi!' ':, • j•~:, ~)N 1:i G • i::,t, ,,~t:N ,n,x ~~::i ow:, o~tt1•w 

SxS :i~:iN ,s ~)X ~:i r; 'i.:i, j,Mi:i •1,.v~ 7~:, f ,~::w ~s,~ ,o~ • ri~:i,~ 

•.n:::i,i' ,~r,~ •:, •j~~ ,r,~1, 7~ j~x, ,j•::, 1)~:: n•:i,~ .ni•:,t, 1,x ,,::li:: 

-,7:,x ':, n,S~J '::i ':,w •~:ix 'N'~, 1i ,:,·~ ,~t,.v =,:ix ~:i ':, ~i'ri,, ~~:ix,, • ,,~:, 

t:~,i'~:,, j"i'lo~~:i t,:,~ .vw~ •t,:: •jx 7; 0 wr,:,t, S,:i~ ';•x, n,~x iX s o•~:,t,:, 

1 :,!:,:,~ Ni:, .vw,, on ,,~xu., n,i't,~ •iNi ~)•xw o:, ".Vi!'~ ,,::.v:: xS •S.v "1N::i!' 

;,-,~~, k l)WiN x½ ~:i 7n.v, ',,v ni~X ,,li, .J•i!.';j) .v,~ xS, ~:N o.n Iii~~, 

, :,:,,~ :i~::x N•j:, :,t,~t,.v ~,~ t,_vtt, N~):, ox • •j::~;r,t, n,t,~t,.v j:it:.' niNi).n j:i 10 

own, '~.:.~w '~:, ,o:: ou.,~ 11 m 'jt,::~r, r,r,w::: 7X ;it,w •~= •)::::riin ON '~NW '~:, 

·•~x, . wi)N~ :i,Sx :,:,;~ ~i:iw i~,::i :,::ii ij"X ,; :,j_v~:: :ix; 1:i 12 • n ~t,.:i, ,o::i 

'iN :,:ix, ♦ lii::,~ 'i':, ,t, :,wil)i:: ♦ =,Sx •j~ :,r,xt, .v•.:i:,t, t,:,,~ ~s ~:i ,,~.:i ;,•,:::~ 

S.v 1::•w:,t, t,,:,• :,•:,w o~i::i:, t,:, ~i:iw ~,,::i ,•t,~ .v,.,~ 13 • 7:i,:ir r,~•i''i!' 

.v,.,~ o.v:'.l S:i:: ,~,s, 7~.v ri:i,n:is o,, ii!':::i ,~:ij~ xc, •:i • :i)r• ~s 7::i•i 

--------

a Job X \'I. 6. b Lev. XIX. 31. c Isn. XL V. 4. d Isn. LXV. I. 

e 2 Sam. V. 21. ./ Job IX. 33, 34. g Job XIII. 21. fr Prov. XVI. 26. 

i Joe IX. 22. j .Job IX. 2 1. h Job X. 7. l Num. XXX. 6. m Job IX. 3o. 

Job XIII. 27. 
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1',•~N oix:,w o•w_v~ :i:Ji:, :,~1i1 i:l17 'j?:, j?i oiN:, OV ~~w', j~ 'j?:, 7ii 

ii!-'N1 .,o,~s ,.n,~ :,',~• iWN t,.i, o,~:, SN ,.n,N i•:,7~, 1:i i;'7D ,~·~ j?•i::: Ni:, 

:ii r•:.i,:J :ij,Sw ,n~v S.i, ,i, :i:.i,• :,~ •:i t,i,:, ,i, :i:.i, ~i, 1:i t,.i, • a n•:ii• :::ix• 

1Nij?:, b ,•r,x 71::l nN, iii:,:: v,.i, r,x v,.i,i, 7~~0 71:J •r1:J~ 2 • i•i::, S.v ir,•:,,:, j?i 

o;i', :,•:,i!,' ,~:::.i, j?i•::a;'i!) ·~'l,''N :,:.v~ iN:::~ N'? iW~ ',.i, 3 + or~i!' ',.v .n,:::,N:, 

S.v ,.v•w"i:,i, ·.ni:Jiw.n ',:, •:, • i.i,•wi•, • :iw.vvJ ,~:, ,~:::.i, .nN j?i::: "iiVN:l 1:J•w:,', 

iM•::,, ,,'?::', ::•to;-,w:, ,nSNS i:J•w:, N'?i!7 t•i::,:: ::i•N MN :,:n 4 • or,:::~ 7:i 

:iNi-.:7:li o•~•', •:~~ o•:j?; o:,w ,:i,:1•w~ o:, '~N ~:i o•~.v~ ,Sil.-·~ ·~w ~o,:,', 

'1X 'il.,'t{:l + ~::iN in• 5 7~1 1 t, r,i:v~ in::w o;ii j?li~i!-' i.i, 7',1:,1 i:Ji~ Ni:,w 

• ~,:,•',~ JJ.'•16 • •.i,',:1 Nii:to~ ji.n~ ··~:in •w',:1 '~N: :,7~, • jM~ :,:,n o~iri, 

o•~•N:, ·,·v o:,~ ,,n~•w c ,~v •Sn,7 ,~ij?: 1:i Sv •.n,n::i • :,r,17 ,.i, •n'?nT 

n,i J:lN s . e ,::::1 i!-'•w• o~ ::w c~ 'i~NiV •~:, 1:i•:w :::1,,, ,,:1,• c•~• 7 • d o•:::i'? 

•:, . :i:j?T:: •,Sn ,:•Ni j•:Jn •iw .n~w:, • ,i,. ·•~N iV1~~:1 i•:i;:,w :,~:,n:, N•:, 

•:,•:•.v:: :1wn: NS, ·~ij;t~ w·~ iNi::•~ f 'iNv •~:, i•.Vi .niV'?iV ,~::w:i i:7: N'? ,:i•'?N 

;:iS 10 •:,•:i!,•', :::10,t NS, •:, o•~j?T NS, :-titSc, o:,w •::iS o•:1, ~i, 0 • i:,7: N'? •:,•.i, 

',.i, :::10,~ 1itN.n j::i 13 ♦ w,:~:J N•:, i11i iitN 1:i'? ,~ 71, n,~l,~~ ,.n::w i't:,'N t,.i, 

,.vwi ',.v •Niiw ,i, ·:,::•w:, :,~•, • i:1•w:,', :,~:n i:N:::~~ ,,r.:Nn i~ g •.v, :iinN ,o 

,~::ii• ',~ :,7 ',J) + i•~•,V:: j?•i::: Ni:, •:, i', .ii1Wl''? ',:,i: :,~ '?::N . :,7 1,:, i.v•~:, 

,:-v•n:,• ,~•:,, • :,7 ',.i, in•:,,:,', ',i:,• •:it:, i!'•~ x'?, • ,•~ii::wn~, i•v.v~ i•:i~:, 

1li1~ 0!7.l,''i!)i:-t~' O:lit:~::1 + o:,', 1~:l j•',•~ ~i,~ 7-,.V ~', 14 1~:::,V i:::~':!' :,~:, 

• ij?r,'i!) • ,,~J) ,,:1,• N'? •:, •rhri,:i, 1G ,,.i, ,~.i, N'?, ,nri 1s • ,~:1•t:.·x x', 

NSt• 'li'X'~ 'j?"1il):, ♦ i',x n,xs~~ p,::ri:,, ,~.i, ·:, ♦ Ni7J)i h c.i,:, ',:, ,,~.i, •:, 

t::i~ ij?nl-' o•',~:,'iV J 1j?l11' i~ :i~:i• ,~ . o:,•,:1, o,x •::: ij?•ri.v•w ,.i, ,,:::1, 

j:li • :i:.v:, •:, Ni:ii!-' ·,x ~,••r, j::N •:, :i:.vx n'?~:: j;iij?i:i ·~:n ij?Sn: :,~rx 17 

:,',inx, 't:i .:i:.vN •:, Ni:iw '1N n:; j::x, :,',.v:, •:, Ni:iw 1c o~i:::~ •:.v~ o~.nN :,',.i,x 

,1 Prov. III. I 2. b Gen. XXII. 2 I. c Dcut. XXXII. 24. d Dcut. II. I 2. 

e Job XV. 10. f Job II. I I. g ~ls. •v~ . lz Nch. VIII. 5. i Job XXXVII. 14. 

.i Job XXI. 7. k Exod. III. I 7. 
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XXXI. 23-34. COM.MENTARY ON JOB. go 

b NWj,iV 1.iiNiV~, ,i,l,' ~,.:i,i!' s~ i"N : S:::, .:io,~ a ,jjl,'.ii N'? T'='N l,'1i!'N i,l,', 

S::,~ ~s ,~=JC'b ,:,,:,~ 1.iiNC'~ 0~ + c V-,N:, :.:::iii!.' NW:J:i ,.,, i,l,' • :.:::i~'b:1 

l:,:,iN NS o,:J~ N~, N'? .,wN 'i':, .,.v~::i t:liN -,,i,w::i ,n.,7.V Ni~bi, i,,:,, ,n\i 0N'i!.' 

,ii:, d 1ji_:il,'j ,:, ,,iV :,~ '1Ni!-' Oi~ •j.:i :,:ii:,:, ,l:,o:, _:i:,7 ,libi!' t:N 24 + ,,~l,'', 

• :,-,,N ii,~ riiV'? t,:,, ,:, oi•:, .,,N :,~-,N o~ 20 • c :ii:, t,,n:, ,', :it'l,' ,,, c:::,.v, 

.,i', 7.,, 71:,,:, :,·:, .,:, il,'1 NS~ Ni:i :i.iil,'iV •:ii ,,i, :-i:::,-, . ,i,,:, ii', n-,,, 

: 'l' 'N 'l,'i j:J1 + i,:,, s::~ NSr.:: Ni:iw n,, N.,j'j'tV f fiN::ij,, n,,i', 'i'l,' + :,c,:~, 

,;:ii, j:, .i71j,SN 'bi'? ,,, j'i!'.ii1 • 0iN ,~ l,'i, ~siV ,_:ii, .,ro::i ,i.ii~nj, n::i,, 27 

-,::i,.:i .,,,~ SNJ:~iV, :,•:iiV:J ,:, SNl,'~it,, fiN::i :,,:,t, ii'?~,', '~N p, ♦ j:i ti•N~t:.' 

::i,.,i!) •;JI:, c~ 'X ♦ ,i,,i,~ j1l,' Ni:, 0~ 28 • -,::i,:, n~~ ,,x, j'i!.'j~ :iN,.,, l,'~1WiV inN 

-,nc.:i :,7:, .,.:i,.:i '~Nit' ,;:ii,, rn.:i~:, ,.:i rn.:i~', S::,, 'l,'~', o,-,::;::, o,i.:ii,i 

i:,~t, \iit:.'M:J j::J ,.i7,Wl,' t::N ,jn::i,,;,, •jnji + i.:i ~::iil..',t, ,,N-, oi~iV ,1:,,1:,;:i jlV 

'i'i!'i, Ni:i, '::i 'w,:i :,7 N:::~, -,::ic:, :-ii::i ,,~.:i 29 c,::i,l.'S -,,:,;:it!' n,,, ,,Ni, ',in:1~ 

:,,~.:i :,,~ .n,,:,i, g OiV ,',:ii S::ij ,,i,,i, 0iN ,~:: 0"Mbi!.'i!.' ,;::', i:J '1N1 + ,,N 

-,;,i,:,1:, i,:,,N NSi!' ,;:ii, j•:,7:,c, ,Nji!.'~ i!.'::)j :iSN.:i i,,NiVS ,:,ii N~ils ".ii.iij NS, 3o 

.l,'.:ii!.'j ~I:, 1ii!'~1~ j.ii, ~~ ,Nj1i!'~ l:,l,' ,t,:,N ,n~ ,-,~N ~t, 0N31 '1N j:: l:,l,' 1i~j:J 

,nl.'i ,~t, ,,T.t·::i~ j:J '?l.' • ,,,i!' ,t,.:i~ S::xj Nt, oN i'., :,r,:;i' ,ji, ,i'i,ilj o~ 

:iSN.:i ,,~N ,w~j ,r,i,Ni!' N, ,jN, "Nji!.'~ iN ,t,:,N ,iVjN o·N:iiV ,,:, 7:::, I:,:, 

·o::::, :,; i,i'::i,~ iV,, ,,.,nNS \ii1l,'-,:, N'?i!-' j:JiV I:,:, ,i, N~n .,iVN Sl.' ,l.',::iw.,S 

.:i,,N Si!.' iiw.:i~ p,, ,~ .:i,,N ,,::il,' ,.,~NW .,~ j,1,, NS fiilJ 32 [Fol. 17a] 

♦ :,7 .,,::ii,::i jil..',i, 1,:ij ~',, ♦ ,~ i,i,, Ni, vin:iV 7:::, ',:: ,j,1,l,' il,i~~t, li::ii!.'j NS 

• yil.'N ,:, 34 • -,nc::i Ni~nl:, ,j1l,' ,,N,::in~:: r•::in.:i1 oiN -,NW:J OiN:J ,n•c:, ON 33 

,~1, :,:::,., i:J ,:, j:J.i7, o~, • ,inn, 'il::iiV~b n::i iN :,::i-, jib:,~.: V.,l.'j ·n,·:,c•:, =-JN 

,:J:::::i .ii1~ir,:,I:, ~-,,, -,ric::i ::ij~1 n:::ii!.' OiN:J :,::i-, ii~:, iM1::li yi1l,' ,jN :,nl) 

j,::iNrix, oiN, . •j,,,n:::,, •j,n•n, 1i Oil..' ,t,::i, S.:ij 'il:::i!'b '1.:::, 1,.:i '·~NJ oSil.':, 

:,7 ',:, ,i, N::i •l,'w::i::i •:, 'b1N o:,w nw:: ,j::ib •n•::i nri~s ,,~N nN~'? NSi!' 

a Job XXX. 20. b Ms. s1:,•s~•. c Ps. XCIV. 2. d Job XXI. 15. 

c Deut. VIII. 17. / Zech. XIV. G. g referring to XXX. 8. h Job XXX. 8. 
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XXX. 26-XXXI. 10. COMMENTARY ON JOB. 88 

•n·,•i' :Jitow 26 :ii~:, N~:i ,~ NS, • ,i,l.'~i, ~o,~ :,1 ,~ :i,.vri NS, 7', l,'i'iV~ ~,N, 

p, ~s.v en,~ 1~·N 7~ ',.v ',r,,,~ ~l7'1'1:, ,,Ni,, . :,i~:l :,j~ 7~ S.v •jiN,~"W 

iN p~:JN:i ~l,' ~•~Mi:l a ,,~i~r, "l,'~ 'i'l,' ,,~~,, inn,, "l,'~W 27 .,,,c,~t, 

"j1~ii' :i.iil,'i • ,~ N:::,~:, s~, b W~it':i ei,, ,~ . ,p~Nn:i ';~j NS, r,,o,, 'lj~~ 

:,~r, .iiti"ic·~ Ni:, NS n,,,i':, :,7w ♦ :,~r, NS:l 'CO~i',, ,,nw ,,i' 28 ,s:i~~ 'ljl,' .,~., -
'ji:tv '~~ e~ii i~'iV :,jv" nij:J~, t:J"jli~ 29 ,~o~, ,~~~ .v,w~ S:ip:J ,r,~p, 

1~ ,i,l,'~ ,nw ~,,.v, 3o • c :,jl,'" .iiij~~ S~N, i"'n~ ,~o~ :,w,i,N :,~~~ ,~o~ 

',l,' ':Jitv ~,,n~ ,.ii,., ~,n 'lj~ • r,,o,,r~ :iw:J .,, :,in '~;ll,', ,~~mw n,.,,p:, 

,1~Ni, ,~:,;, Sl.' :io,~ t,~:,, ~i,l.' en,~ tNi • SNj,TM"i d ,,n~ .iii~;l.v:i, ,,, 

~j~_vt, ~ri,~ ri~i~tv '~j~~ Ni~ ,~ t,~ ~n~~:, ~jNi XXXI. 1 .t,:J~t, 1~:,, ~,,j~~, 31 

":Ji,, ~j~l,' ,nN ,,nt, t,,n~:J :,t,,rij S.v p,~n:,', ~s w~ :,~, :Jw,n ~.ii~~:iw 

. 1~ ',l,' ',l,'~b j,,i,~ j,',n :,~ :i.iil.'i • ~ 2 .:i:l'iVM~~ ,i,~~N Nton~ NSw ~,~ 

• S:JNS ~,,j~~ 7~:,j :i.iil,'W :Jito:i ,,~w N~:i p•:, e~~,,~~ ,~ S.v ~,w n',nj :,~, 

',l,' e ~i, ,1~Ni, ,~:,', ,~,n~'IV ,~j, Sil,'', ,~~~:,', Ni;, .,,N, ~i, N:i:, i'N NS:i 3 

,r,',l,'~ :,~ .,,~ t,~N • i,~ ~t,_v,~t, ~,~, :i::i ,~ S~i,:, ~',w l,'i t,,~,, ei~:J ,,, 

S.v + ~s~, :,~,~ i,l,' i:,~n, wnr,, ~n~',:, eN 5 ,~~'IV ,~ ~~,, :iN,~ Ni:, NS:, 4 

:li, J.ii~, .v,~, ~j)i:l ~j7~~:l :,7 --,~i:l :"1.iil,' ~ji,j)'iV~ 6 ♦ g ,~.,,~ .v,S e:i~s~, 7ii 

iwN ,,,:, 1~ ,,c 'i '.t' l,'i:,t, ~~,,~ ~.,,w~ :iton eN 7 • ~~,, n~,n pi:Jn:i', 

Sw~ c,~~~ i'~, ~~~:J, • :,iil.' ,~,i,, S,1~', ~:JS 7',:, ~j~l,' ,n~ eN, • 1t e~n~,•~ 

,,, S.v, i. ,:::pji NS, l,'i1ri :inN 'i'l.' • S~N~ inN, :i.v,1Nw s ~,:, ti e~inN 

,~~ r,,o~~~ ~n,t,~i, NS s~~ ~,~, :,~:, :,7 .J:i.iiN e~s~,~ e~,1 e~,~j', e~n~iN 

in:J iN ,rw.'N SN N::N, • o,:Ni ~:::~ ~n~ ~n:JiN ~.v, M.ii~ Sl.', 9 • ~~,~n 'r.:Nw 

t!.'N~ il,':J ii':l e:i~N 1w~ :,t,~i,:, i,~ 'to~w~, ♦ k =,wj :,i~W tiN1j t.v, ,, 'l,' 
,,j~ :,j•n~:,w ~j'iit'N ,nNS 1ntonw 10 ~j~, :,~:, :,1 • ,~,p~:i 'w,~~ iwN~ t :,:1:,', 

jMito ~:,~, 'i'l,' .:,n~ws ,i, '~:,r, 'Wi~~ iNw, .:,r,,~, ',l,' Ni:,w :,to~:, it'"~it'nS 

a Lam. II. I I. b Josh. X. I 3. c Mic. I. 8. d Ezck. XXIV. lo. 

e Job XXX. 2 I. / Obad. 12. g Prov. I. 1 G. h Dcut. IX. 12. Exod. XXXII. 8. 

i Mic. VI. 15. i Isa. I. 7. k Job XXIV. 15. l Hos. VII. 6. 



COMMENTARY ON JOB. XXX. 17-25. 

N:i, ':!'~r,n:, 'r-~ • ~C,.v~ ~i!.•i::i,1, i!'~nri~ n~ ::ii:i 1s • ,c, =,ii: :,~ ,i~~r, ~~ 

'r~s, . iM~ =,~C,nC, ~C,.v~ ~i!),:i? ~~w~::i ,,N 1~, ,~,,:i r,~~w~ 'i\::S .a '~n1,~::i, 

::i,,~ ~:j,~:i :,i'~::i, :,1,i~i!.' • :,::i, ,,,n, iiiN ~jN :i,,,, ~r,j,r,~i!J '~ ':in~ ~~1,w 

n~::i ~ii!.':i 1,.v~ :i,~i~:,1, 7~i:::, • w~N ~jn~:i ,,1x:, i':i,~ ii!'N~ tnw ,c, r,n~1, 

N~,::i ~n~:,w~ ~w,:h w~nr,~ n~ ::i,"i::i, ~r-i.v~'C' ,,.v ~~,,::i :,i'~::i, ~~:, ,~ 1,~ i,,,, 

itv:i r,ij'·r :iii~ -,r,,~ N?i ii1N:i c,i'~ Ni:, :i,:::i' x~:ii!' ~r,jn~ ~ti~ ~n.v, • 1r-w, 

'W' '~r,~, • ,ti~:, 1,l' n:iw1, ~j,~i,, ~jii:, :,1:1 tn~:, 'N'~ i~inC, ~:ii:-i 19 • r,,1,1 

~j~ l.'iw~ :,1 1,~::i, 20 ,e:iN, ,e:i.v1, ~~n::i 1,w~j ~j~~,:i, ,~in1, ~:~~Sw:, • b c~:i :i,~ 

c cl):, i,~ ,,~l' '~ l.'iwC,~ ~r,i'r,w cN, ~r-i,~.v . ~i, :,j,.v 7j~~, ~jl.'~w,r,w 'i':, 71, 

ii::io ~:Ni w~,nN r,l):i,. \1ij'l'::: .v,~i!)? ~:i p,:inr,, • :,i'~nw pw1, Ni7.Vi 

t,~,:'C' c,N~ ~j~~~wr, • :,i'™:, ,,~::i ,,~~1, i5:l:,j :inN jX j~ NS, 21 ~j.v~w,nw 

:,~1,, c~~~w ,~i,l' w,ri~ c,~ 1,~::i, i'i r,nx cl.'~:i ,ri~r-:,1, :-i:::,, ,:~x, ,,~::i ,:i~,N 

C?il):, i~ ,:,~ ~ji'1,cr,, n,, ?X ~j:i~~ilii ~:NWli 22 c~~n~ ~c, ,~,~~ :,r,N 1~ 1,~ 

~j,,,~n i"~r, ~i, 'ij i~ ~:r.:~ ,~i~li c~~n:, 7iiN::i ~::i iWN '~iVir-i, • :i~c,,r, ~:,,,~r,, 

r-i~:i w~ ~~ . n,~ 1,~ ~j::1~wr,w ~Nii:i ~n.v,~ 23 ~,:iw c~wi~~ iwN~ n~,j? N?i 

• ii~, i'~,::: '~N e W~j c~j'?N Nw~ NS ~~ d ~n,::iN~ ~~:N ::i,~ ~,, ~n 1,~1, ,.v,~ 

~j::i~~,r, je:l:i Ni:iw ~:~~,,~r, ~~ li~N::i l.'iN, ~:n:i~i:,, n,,:, iO ~:nNWj '.V'N'~, 

ox~x~1, c~:i .,~ nC,w~ g ,,:i :il'~, 7,, 1,l,' f:,1,~ n,w.vC, =,~w:i, ~.v::i NS jN 24 

. .v,w c:,1, w~ l',~, ,~~ o:,t, N~:i~w er,,~ ,,~~:i ox'C' ~j,~~ 1i ,~w:, ~~x~~::i, 

• r-i~,nN, :,ii'r, o:,1, w~w ,n~:i~v i ,:iwil.' ?N oiN:i :-il.'w~ '~~ • pn~:: x~:i'C' 

. ip~l':, Ni:,i + o~nji c~r,~ 7X r,,o~~:i ,~~iN~ N?W ji~~~i '? .viw ,,i, w~ o,, 

J:,1,ti~ ~l'~ '~ ~.v::i 'l.''~'5:li • ,~o:, :,7::i, p, jiwC,:, :,1 x:::~~ x1,, :i,,r, 'wt, ,~~ 

~ 25 + i,~l',~ ~? ,~e:i:, r,_vw:i, i:ij,:i i,Tl.'1, ,,~ nSw~w ~r- rx ~~ r-j.v:,, ,::i;:-:, x,:i, 
7s:i:,riv l"1XT rN =,N:, + 7iL'Mi :ii::= ,~t,l' N:J,:J, c,~ :,wi' ,t, w~w ciN1, ~r,~~::i, X? 

~t, ,Viit':J, i,~::ix, ~i!)~j :ir-,l' [Fol. I 6 b] + ~::i :,~;l~j ~? r,,~,1~N r,i~, iT::X? 

a I K. XXII. 3o. b Ex. XV. 4. c Neh. VIII. 5. 

c 2 Sam. XIV. 14. f Nab. I. 8. g Isa. XXVIII. 17. 

i Isa. XVII. 7. J Isa. XVII. r. 

d I K. XIX. 4. 

h Isa. XIV. ::d. 
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85 COJ\1l\1ENTARY ON JOB. XXX. I-II. 

,r,•:, N,, •:i ,•:::',:i 0l.' ,jN~ ,,~w', ,',w o•l.'ii ori,•:,', oril.', •j~~ o,r,oN~, 

ii::l,'', o:i·,· r,:i ,t,•~N, r,:i :::',n o: 2 =~h;,:,, :,1•,:,, a •jN~ •SN ,S:iN•w 

i•~p:,i :iNi~n:, Ml.' + r,',:i i:N i~•',l,' ~i:iC' 0".iiOW~ 1:i', =i~ ,', :,~', + •r,~,~ 

ci·, '~~c, ·~:i 1•w,,,~ ::,w•', ?iM ri,i•r,•::: 1~:::., ir:M:::t:) 3 o::: • n,::i', i•~::1:i, 

,:i:, 'N'i!' ':l OiiVil,':: •', :,~ o:, O"'i"'i!'.1' ON ,',.v ij;i1i.:i :,~', •i',:i i1:J Oj 'iVi~~ 

,',N ;,',:i~ N:::~ ~:i•iN• NS, n.v NS~ o•~tN, ,,:,, n',:i i::.N b •', ,::::, •n,~N 

:in,~::,, tNW :,~,'iV~, :iNiW ttn~N :,••::: y,N::: n,,:::,~', 0"iiii:::, 0"j,ii,V:, ♦ i::lj, 

p.1':i ~::n :iNiw:i n•',.v, ':l N,•Nii~ :-tNiiV .:,or,~ tN~ iwri Ni:iw w~~ j,i :,,•~ 

,~ :::it".1' ri,',~ o•~~,i':, 4 • :i,.vo ri,,~ N:::i =,n,o ,~~ Ni:, • c V'iN:-i n,o:i, 

jS•N:, r,,,·~ o,j,~::l r,•w .,, ~:,7 ',v n,jn',,::, ',.v rri,',~ ,',.v:, ,,w~ •',::, Ni:-t 

.iiNi::1n o,p~::1 o~r,t, o·~n, w,,w, • ::w.v ,n,N ,S::N, :,,•Nr,, i~' o:iv on.v::: 

'N'•i . d:,iw~ r,iw', ':l jl:i•N:, Ni:iw r,•w •',.v ,t,,~~ + r,i',~ 'l.''~'~i + fiN:i 

i"Ni • 0iN "j::l ::litv• ,,n~ :,7u, ic•,i,• ,, j~ 5 ,,:,w :,~', 1:l ',::, 0.iii~ o~r,', 

0iN •j~ 0.1' ,,~.1'', ,:::,• ON • ::j::l ,~•',.v ,.v,,•, + ,n,,~.v', on,N =,oN~ 0.,N 

Vii.1':: 6 • ::,~•:::,, 0.iii•:,~ :,~i 0.iil,'i :,n•:, 1:l ',:i ::lij,', iN::: i',•~:i 'i~::, n•~:: 

nj~ ,, ',.v ,~•',.v c:i.v•,:,~ o•~•:i, i~.1' .,,n~ ij:ic,• o~ o•',r,, •.v•j':::::: o•',r,, 

ow r-,:i',', 0iN ,ri~•w o,j,~ v,,.v::: iN :iSN:: p,,n::: p,nno~w e ,,:,, 1S.1'iiV 

::l•Ni, •:i S:iN •',:::,,~ iMii~• 0•i,V• ni,',•~ t~ o•;,•w p~ 7 + '•.v',o 'ji".ii o•~•:i 

t,,,r, ,nno:,', :,7 ',.v :,7 ,~oN• ,ri~,o• t,,,r, nr,n 'N r,r,n ij,:,j• •:ii .~,w•::: N::S 
--
i::_ 'NiV ':l ViN~ iN:lj 0iV •S::: •,:: tlj S::, •,::: s ♦ f c•',,,r, ,.,~ ,o:i ':l c:i·~,i' r~ 
'~N 'iiVN:) 0,,:::1.v', ,', rw:,', o·noN~ •jN =jN '•~', onl,'i ',.v :,1, ,w,,,. ,, 
+ :,j•jw',i ',t:,,~', 'i'.1' + :,',~', o:,', •:,Ni •',.:,• ri'i1~WW •r,,•:, Onj•j, :inl,'i 9 

j;i i:i'iVri ~', ·,::i~, • :i,~~ :i,~ on.v, ',.v o•nox~ ittiN:i •,~ ij;Mi .,,::.vri 10 

i":li:-tW •r,wi' ,n• • r,n~ ,,r,• •:i 11 • g i',,, n~·',:i~ •;,,no:, NS •j~ ,,, ',.1' 

"MWj; ,:i nii•', ',i:i• •j•Ni Oij;:l 'i':, r,r,~ •i•:: =,•',r,r,w ii::10 •n••:,c, h :,',.v~1, 

'iN ':l'.1' :,l:,•;,n::1:i •nwi' ,,,~', r,:i •~ w• 'ti'Ni :i~, ,n•:, •:i • jM"N:: :,j•N 

a Sec Gen. XXXI. 38. b Job VI. 22. c Ezek. XXXVIII. 9. d Gen. XXIV. 63 

e Ps. LXIII. 11. / Prov. XXIV. 31. g Isa. L. 6. h See XXIX. 20. 



XXIX. 18-. XXX. r. COMMENTARY ON JOB . 

• j:l ,~-:;,w =,,.v ~,:, .,:i ,,n,:j1, j:in., .,:w.,1, ['::,.::,. •::,.] S,n:i, 'iNiV Miic~:, .,:j 1,,v, . :,::,.,~ 

.,::,.1,::,. ,~,N .,n.,:,, • =,,.v ,n,N '~:i ri,•n1, ,,::,.c .,n.,.,:,w ,t, :,::::,,, • i~T 7,,~t, .,n, 

.,:J.,.t'C c:, a .,,.,:::p 1,,v~~ .,i.,:i:j':: j.,1,., 1,~, • .,nnn~ C.,~ .,',,v r,ir,~ .,tviit'tv 19 

71,,:,, winn~ .,.,~r win :,7 .,,,:i:i 20 N:,.,iV • b c., ,.v :,.,,.,:::p nStt'M ·~:i 1',•N:i 

,:irw .,,.,::,. ·nwp, • .,p,::: ',~r~, ~:'.JW~ .,t.,t Ni:, iiVN .,::,.w ri.,n,1,n1,:, .,:jc, cS,,v', 

c.,~ ·~1,;:i i,, :,.v,~: N•:, ii:.·N:i n:i :,.,',nr,w . C ,riw;, rn.,N::l ::,.wr,, 'i'l.' .,n:i 

,p.,, ,Sn.,, ,.v~t· .,i,i!' 21 ,,,::,.:i ':'.Jti • dn:i ,;:i.,Sn., .,, • .,.,,;,, ·t:i .cS,.v', .,:,,:::i.,w 

'NiV ·~:i • .,1, :,:i:J:,', .,nwp, p',;,1, .,,,::,.:i 7:J:,:, .,1,, ,;,nw :,nl.' ,, .,,::,.-,1, 

,·:::r.:, :i,,~ .,n.,•:,w I:iiSn .,::i ·:i =,.,',nn 'l.''~ ,.,~, .nwj,:, ,n., i:,r e r,r,:) .,,n., 

:,::,.,~ NS .,1, rnv., Ni, .,,::,.., .,,nN 22 ,1,,.,.,, t,, ',:):i ,r~,•, ·~.,t':-t r:i .~.,~nn NS, - --
=,-~;, ~1, g :,1,~', ,:J.,~n 1,~ 7:J:, .,,::, j"',::,.;,rir~, .,lit,.,~ =i~\i l"i~i:, Cl,'~~ 7r,:::,v 

i1,n.,, i,V~'iV .,1, '~Nil.' :,t', ,.,:J i:,7 i',n.,, 23 7.,i::,.i i1,::,.pn ~1, .,:l + h r,.,::,. 1,l.' 

.vS:i:itV r;,n ,~~ ~,:, ♦ w,i't,~i, ·:i ,,,:J c:,.,:J, ♦ CiV~ lii.,:::l,' Til.'::l i~~:i 

n.v:: ;,, ,::,.,~~ :,.,:, NSw .,~1, w,;,t,~i, ,~:i ,,::,., Siv~t, i cin:, nJ.'::,. v,~:: 

·:i .c:,.,1,37 .,N.,,t [Fol. I 6 a] :,.,:, 7:i ',~ ,;.,~N., ~',, c:i.,1,N j?i1iV~ 24 ,::,.,1, .,,Ni:7 

;,,nw ,::,., •:J::,. :,.,:,.,t:, j"ii::,.o ,.,:, NSi!• :,t:in ~:jw~, ;,,::: .,,:i, ,.,:, 7:i ',::, 

NS c:,1, '~iN i'iVN 1,::,:: .,::j iN'iV., ~sw + p1,.,:J., ~s .,::J iiN, + i:l1N •::: i~c-:i 

c1,,.v:, 7,, ',J.' :,.,:,., iN c•::J r,~.,w: 1,37 =,,S.,n o.,::J n',:J:, .,:i .J c:i::,. \j:J 1,.,:jN 

,:~~ ,n,., y,,.,, c:in ~,:, iN • ,,Nin 1,.,~., ,:~~ :,:)" ,.,1,, N::li Cl.':-t :,:J., ciNci:iiV 

Cl.':J::l 1,~,n.,nN Ti:ll.' :,::,.i~ ~1, '~NC' ci1,w::,.~1, .,:li~:, .,w,n :,iVJ.''iV ':l ,.,::J 1,.,:'.J., 

·~,t, :-t:li, 1:i .,:i ··w.,,,:J::,. \M~:l~ NS c:i,, ,n::.N 2s • .,iV,nS ,:.,~N:,i k n~i:, 

i '1:li!'Ni!':l, ♦ 'iV~i:: ::lii'N ::ltvNtv:i, .,,nN ,:it,:, ,~ SN~w, i"~., ,,c ~s, ,n,::,. .,n.,.,:, 

•:i c.,',:::i,N 'trrn~:, cri'1N '~:i .,r,•:, c.,1,::,.~ i.,:,. cN, .,,,~::,. 7,t:i c:,.,:.,::,. .,n.,:, ;~ 

M:i:ji ij,MiV :,r,,Vi XXX. I ,.,,Vi j"::l i:J.,',N 'Wl,''C' •~:i C~n:~ jj'T:-ti c:,:::i,-:.:,, ::lit!'il:-t 

c:,~ c.,:::i,,~:, Ci'1~::lN ,1,.,~~ .,1"\CN~ i'iVN cri,N c:, .,~, ♦ c.,,.,,:i: .,1,, ij?nW ,,:i,::. 

a See X VIII. 1 G. 

c Job XXX. I I. 

b Ps. LXXX. 1 2. 

f Prov. XXXI. 8. 
i Two words added in the margm. 

c Gen. XLIX. 24. d Isa. XL. 3 I. 

g Mic. II. G. h Amos VIL I G. 

j Jcr. III. 12. k 2 Sam. XVII. 7. 



83 COMJ\lENTARY ON JOB. XXIX. 5-18. 

io;, :,~n:i ·:•S:, fiMi:: 6 ,,~, ~,w ,,.v:: s '~iNw ~i:,, . .Vi l,'):j t,:,~ ,i~iwS 

S.v ,,s :,~iii • b 1~w n~:: iMN c,p~::, a jW n~:: ':, :,N~ri ':, Ni:,w ~SN 

t'::, ,:i·j)·~~, 'ii S.v p,:::~ ii:::, • c ~::,, ::S;, .n::7 ,S :i.n~:, y"iN:'iiV Sc·~ jii 

~,:,w . il)iV ~n~::::: 7 • :,:,~~i!' 'Wt, e c·~ ,::. i'~~ 'i!'t, iN 7,.n~ j,i:::~ d ')i .vSc~ 

1:, i~.v:-i il,'iV ~~j)H~ :,•:, ::i·Nw ~~s, .:i~~ip Mii' 'i.n~, . c•~j,ii ··~~,w o,j)~ 

'ii S.v ,:i,, • Mi:,rii:-i, i•.v:-: N·:i iWN :i~~ip:, ~th '~-:.:,, ./.iiii' ,~s c~il'i!' ,~t, 

:i,::t, ·.nN~~-~ i'i il,'W ~r~::::: ,t,,~•j ~::N '~N, ♦ g CiV ::i!'~, i,Vi!':, :,t,.v n,:, 

c·~i';:,, c:,', irii:1~, ~~~~ iN::n~ c~i.v~:,v ~~iNi s iw~:, • ~::~·,~ 1~:,~ i.ViV:i ,~s 
s~,~ c~i,V~::, ♦ h :-t:liVNi ~i, :,w) c:,t, ,,s ,•i::: ·.n~•:, NS ~:, N:::~~ ,~i' 

c~iiV 9 • ri~ jii i:, •:, c~w~w~:1 :,i•~,V 1i!.'t,i cS)i:l o~,p 0:-ti!.' :iN•::n 'i!'t, 

• c:,•~:: 0:-i~i:1, ,~:in~ c~,•)~ t,,p 10 i~ S.v ~~:j:l i:i,t, o~Ni~ ~=, • i~S~:i ii:::.V 

~~~w ~)i~.vn, ~~.tiip,::: :,n~i 1~.v, cS,:J~ •~i~"N.li ~i:li :-i.v~w ji~ •:, 11 :,~S S:,, 

c~,) S:, ':, p~:, S.v :-ii•w~, ~~v~:, S.v Mii.v jiiVS s~,~, ♦ ~~w~t, ~,Ni 

c~~~ i•:N ~s, v,~n Ni:-t ii!.'N S.v ,.v,w~ : .v,w~ ~~.v ~s~~ 12 ~,:iw + i ,:i,iiVN~ 

N:n ~s.v iMSn~~ :i.v,.n, ,:i,N .n:,,:113 ♦ ~ j:,i w·N ·~~~ ii~~ ~s, ~~iV~:l 

tN'i!i :,~~SN p, .j S,.v .:-1i.V~i',~ :,i:WNi :,~~s '~~w •:, jSi):i ,~~ :,~N·:::':NW 

pi::: 14 • k c:-:~SN N:i~ NS :,)~SN :1~i, ,~~w~ NS o,.n~ 7~:, :,•t,1,)~ :,S i1,.v 

~,:, ~,~i 'iN S:,:,w ,n,~~, ,,Nin ~~t, ,t, ~,Ni:, w,:1t,~ w:,Sv c,N~ r,iw.vS ~~,w::S 

""'i~:,1:,, ~~~w~ :-i~~ j:, ~s ~':Ni:i ~~~::: t,~i,~:,, ,.vw:1 iM::w:1 :ii•N', pi::::-:, ~~w~:, 

7,, ,c, n,Ni:iS • ,,.vS ~.ri~•:-: c~~·.v 15 • o~i):i:, s~ S.v C"Ni~ ~:,w o~~w:, ,S·N 

.v~w,:-, ~~ ~r,.v,~ NS ~~i, • cn,~~n:-iS c·:,~::NS ~:~N :::N 1G • :,,w~:i, :,:1,tc:, 

~n~~:i p S.v, 17 • 1 :~~:, .nipn, nw,,, ,,, S.v . iipir, ~.n~~:i ,n,~ .n,i,_vt, 

i•;n~, ~i~iV ~i~ ,~sw~ ~.:i~~,, ,·~·w~, .v·w,~;, ,.ri,~ S,.v .liir.rh~ i:lW~ 

.v,;~ ~~i' ~.v ·::S:1 i~N, 18 • 1~,:i ,~~~w ,,:iw c~~~n ,,~~ :,1 'ii S.v, • ,~S.v:i', 

:-i:i~i!.':l c~~~ :,:iiN c~:, Sin:,, + init.::l '~~~.vt, ~~N:::N:::i ~~.v ~~~t, ji'.:j~ ~l,'i1 ~:,•w 

a 1 Sam. XXXI. I o. b Josh. XVII. 1 I. c Ex. XIII. 5. d Dcut. XXXII. 13. 

e Ezck. XXIV. 3. f Prov. VIII. 3. g Ruth IV. 1. h Isa. XLIX. 20. 

i Ps. LXXII. 17. J vcr. 17. kisa. I. 23. I Deut. XIII. I 5. 
6* 



XXVIII. 28-XXIX. 4. COMMENTARY ON JOB. 82 

SN liNi~ Sl,' c:N • ,-.~~~ o•l,'Wi~ :iS~ Sw ii, to~c·~ cn,~i: =,~, . ,r.o~w~ 
• c~j~j~~ :,~::n iw~, 18 '~~w Nip ·o,~ 1ii • 'to~w:, 1= • c:i~·n: ,pS l,'i~ ,,c, 

c~ ili~ :,to: o~j~j~~ ilii~ :i~=n:i n~w', ,S=,~ liiMiN 7w~, :ip,n, 7,,: 

1r~ ,,:~ ,:::T!' c~s~o:::, ·,S :,~ii i,,:~ 22 :,~ij ~s, ♦ ·~~T!' '~~i!'S p,:, :i~:i 

o:, + a ii:~~ i.V::i S~o:: in~ ilii~~ o~~=n :-tNi~ ~= 11'.l,' ili~W c~~=n:,i cSil,':, 

+ r~jl):, :,7 =,ioS ijl)~:,w ~inNi :,::ii r:1:i c~:,S~ 23 ,,~~~T!' :,~ pi ,.v,~ ~S 

o~i::D:i i~l,', n,i c~~, ":.V~ o:iT!' :,~ o~i::ij:, c~wiw:, :,Ji:i~:, ,S·~ ~= ,~,~ 

,:ir r-;~:, lii:::;,S 24 + :,j :"'ljl,'~·: liir~,i'~ :,:,:,: t:jii=7~ ,,,~n~ NS, ,,=Sri~ 

c:i~iV ~~s :il,':i~:, :,~:, i=n c~~, • n,iS Miwl,'i:, 25 wN c~~w:, ',:, nnli • i~l,' 

~j~ S:V li~ni~ n,,, YiN:i liNi o·~w:, li~ . li~iVNi: ,~o liS~nn: ,:, S:: 

i~li w~Sw:l S=, 1=~ lii7: o~~w, o~~ ,Sl,'w: ,,~ ~~ p,o~: :i~.vw~: • b c~~:, 

~~ o~~ ii~ ~~, n,i =,o~ -~ c~~w :,Sl,' ~~ ~siV~: C ~·~ n,, i=.li -~ YiN:i 

,s,:i ::::1,0 :::,o ow Wi~~:, :,~i!) 1= sl,' ,w~,: liS:ip: ♦ d YiN ~o~~ ',:: c~p:, 

cw ,~=r:iw :,l):iN ,S~N j~~jl,'S cw i=ij n,,:i ~:, :,~~ n,, iliiNw ,,~, • en,,:, 

nii:, ~= 7t,,:, ::::1,0 ::lio ·~~, :,l):,~:, i~ ni,:,iV N:::~j fi~:i, c~Snj:,, 'it'~w:, 

Min~=,~ c~,~ ,ji, :,~i:, :,·~w in~, W~'it·:i :ii!:il,' iwN= :.:,o, ,~.vo~S 7S,:i 

:i.n~~:i l,'i~ ,,o, SN li~i~v ,~::,, n~=i:i', :i:::,, ,,l,' ::~:, pl,': :ipS l,'Wi:i ,,, ~:: 

7S,:i, -~~w ~,:,, ,,, li,~~~.n, :iN,~ ,o,n ,,:l,': ,~sl,' ,~:, NS r,,o~,, • ,: 

~riSnj:,w ,~= ~s, • c,;, ~n,,.= .n,,:,S ,~l,' ,j~jn~ ,~ 2 =,o,,, XXIX. 1 : :ilil,'~ 

• i',:,:: 3 • :~:o~ ~,l,':: 7w, l,'i S=~ ,ji~W :,,:, :i,S~w ~~~= ~,v ,n,~ :ilil,' 

♦ ~s~i', i,~:-,', ♦ :iS.v~',~ ~i, N: ,,~:iiV ~wNi ~i,l,' Jo,,N ,s:i~ Nt,, '= ♦ ,,~~:,: 

~i, :in••:, :ii::: o~, l:l"l,'i!.'i', 7wn li.V: jWn 7S,:i ,li~~:i ,~::;:,w ,,: ',w iiiN', 

~,,p =,,n Ml,'W ~~', ~::i,n ,~~: ~n~~:i iW~::4 lii~:,', ,,.v ~j~~li~ ~~ + :,r,~i!,), :,iiN 

·= ,~ ;; ,,~s.n, ~s~N, ~~ii1 7,, S.v ,~ • ,~i,l,'j ~~~ 1= Niip .n~n,',nS, ~,Ni nl,' 

~s:i~ ~s.v +i ,,o p~li~j ♦ i ,,o,j ·= ,,:n :,,',~ ,,o~ ♦ /z c~.nw',~: l:l~in: 

a Ps. XLIX. I I. b Gen. I. 2. c Isa. XL. I 2, I 3. 

e Eccl. I. G. l Isa XIII. I o. ;; Tahn. Ab. zarah, 7 5a. 

i Ps. II. 2. iPs. LV. 15. 

d Prov. XXX. 4. 

h 2 Sam. XXIII. 9. 



Sr CO.MJ\IENTARY ON JOB. XXVIII. 24- 28. 

°t::jW~ o:,', ~:i:~ j"~~ M~7 :,~:in N::a:~, + :,~,p~ li~ .vi~ ~,:,, c~l)W"i:, ~tit:~, 

j'"ii rNi :-,~-,~ o~tw:, ',:, MM~"i ~~:i~ y''"i~:, r,i~j,', ~,:, ~:i 24 + Mi~, Jii:i~ 

N~~~:,', :,~-,~ o·~w:, ',:, r,nr, ':, o.vbi . ~~,, :i~N 1~.v:i NS, ,~~ti~ ir,o~ o,p~, 

:i,~:i j:in o~~, :,n:i ~tit, p-,~ ',:i ',j,iV~ n,,t, .n,w.v', 2s • r,,.,.,::1, 7.,,~ 

"i~~ ,.,., ~', J:i ',.vi o~~t, :,~~'"i~W :,w:i" 'i!,'~i :,r,', w~ ~:i f'"iN ',:, Mij,tt,:,', 

ib:jiw',i ,~',il) j~:,~:,', :,i~:: j:iM o~~, 'ti', w~ Oji + OiV ,,~~:, ~:i o~,~~:i 

,:it-:W" • n,-,:, ,:i1w • :itiio ,.n:i~~ :,',•', ,t,_v~', '~Nw '~:, ~:iw', =~ ,on', i:::~ 

',l) "i~~ o~l)'l,V"i:, [Fol. I 5 b] ~~W~~ a ,~',.v "i~~ 7',u.1
~, 7',~, C"ij' 

, ~~~,~ 7~-,::::w :,~ ~~i,, ,~t,,.v ~:jiw, ~~:,~~ o:i::w "ib~, n,, p ',~~ o~.vw-, 

n,t,,i' 1~m', ,.,, :iw,v Ni:i, i'M .,~~', ,ri,w.v:i 2G 1~, • :i,~:i, ',piV~:i ,~n,,~,~~ 

o',~~, o~~~.v', :iNi~:, p-,:i x:i:" c.v,:i ri.vw "ti'=' 1~1n ,N.,p~, ,n~:i :,:i-,:, ,x::::~ NSw 

j,M:i :iw.v '"i~t-,1,, o,~,n:i',, o~~.v-,:,', ,:i',:i o·.vw-,:, 1,.v ,r,-,:i.v, b ,:j~', :i~r,: 

:,~r,',~ Ml,.l'"il1:l ,~:i~~,N rr:i ,.,,,,~', :,~,~, ,~.v', N~iV 7',~:i or,,•r,:,1, ,~~:, 

c.i,-,:i ri,~r.,,~ .,~~', 1~1n 7.,, :iw,.v Ni:i j:i O""iMN::l ~.v~~ N',w ri~nw:,t,, rS:i', 

,~:,?!,~ :i~,i'~, :,~~:i:i, :,~:in:, 7,, o',,r', ,~~~ 7:i:i, o,:iN', c~.vwi:, ri~:i ',N ,t,,p 

:,~:, jii:i~~ Oij'~, i~~iV~ 7'"ii Ni:, :,:,-,ii :,~,i'~ :,~-, 7N 27 'ti~iV ':, J~iVj,:l~ 

i~, i~~iV~ 7-,, :,~~ :,:j., :i"ij,n, ,~o:i :iri,N ow :,-,~o~, iN • o',,.v', :i,:jo~, 

',.v c~:-,~r, ,~:iw ,~w:, 1~ .,.n,~ o~,:i,N ,i,~N :ii :,~ ',.v, :,1 ',.v ciN', -,~x~, 28 

.n~~w:i o,N', ,~N~ :,~:,, • ,xw:, 1~ in,., :,7:, w~~i, :,:i:i ~·~ :,w.i, :,~ ',r 7:i 

o:i~w.v~:iw ~tit, 7N O"'"i:li NS, ,~,N ~', o:,', 1~~w c ',N ,,:i:i o~-,~ot~ o~~i!·:i 

C"iVi':::l~ cri~~:iw :,~~n:, 7-,, .,,~ liN'"i~ 1:i • c,.,~o" o:, ,i,~N:i o,~ "~:i ,,~o~ 

• d O"~n:, y-,x:i ori~ri~n ,~r,~, o.v,,1:i ,,::l~ ,w~ ',.v :,7 ~:jiV~ o:,', N~~ :,~~~, 

,.,,, ,:i~ l''"i~ "iO NS "iiVN 1,.v ":i ,.,i,l' o~SNiiV on~w ~:, o,p~ ~,:, ,.,~ ,,o, 

~~i!•~:, :i~~:i:, .n~:in ,,~:i.,, ,.v,~w N~~n NS j'"iN:i o,i'~ ',:,~ ',:iN o',,.i,:, i~ 

.l'i~N, o,',w o:i~~n:iw ""iMN e ,:::i,w~, ,.,o~~ri, MN? N~M ,,~ .,,o, ~'~ MN'"i"~ ~:i :,7:, 

,.,~~., N', c.n,~::l C""iMN c~rw, o~, • o:i', ',~ ,~.,w~ N', o:i~~n:i o:, 1:i ',r o:,', 

a Job XXVII. 20, 21, 22. b Ps. LXXVIII. 50. c Ps. XIX. 2. 

d Ezck. XXXII. :24. e Ms. j:i t,'i. 
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XXVIII. II-- 23. COA1Ml~NTARY ON JOit 80 

j:Ji a :i,~in:i ViX ,:: ::::io:, xi:, iii!:x li~1j) j?i:,:, ij) j1l)~ N:::i• i,i:i 

:,~',vr,: :i~:iw :,~ • iiN N·:::,• :,~i,vri c~i.v:: r~·i::•n, 1::i::·o ~,~ ,.vi c?i:J 

c~i::i '•~ ix 'O '~:,, 1::1:, 'Wl'~ 'j);'1iV r•;z.,:, iN'i•~ c•~:, itv:.• 'iiON:J :,;:, .i11~:Ji1 

,x,::~ j•x~ i.vi•w ,.v c:i, iiN, N·:::i• c,N •::. •:•.v~ i~,.v: c:i::i!' c•,i'~, c~,i~r, 

c~,,::x, c:i~~n:: tl"~i'W '•.Vwi:, :,~ ,.v nz.,,, r,x7:, :,::~w::, :i~:Jn:i ,:.x 12 

i? X:::~.ii b rx~ :,~,j)~i :i:Jii CiN:, 'i•:J~W •i',•~i N:-.'.1~ :,', j"X cr,i~ iliN? --- -

ir,~ c•n~i:, c~,1~: :,r.:::i, • :,7 ,nx :,7 ri,,,, :,~::i ,~•·j)ri: :i,,,~ :,::,re::, c•::, 

c:,•r,i:wi ::i~:: c:,•~~ it,:J c:i, i:lj)i:, .v~i,,t~ c:i, :i~:, N?i c:i, i,v,:,tt,• cri.v,:: 

cri,~i!-•:, ~~i~ 'ii'~, c,i::N ,,, N:::~~ ~~ j::i•iMX r,iii, '~::i i,::xw:i c c•~•,v:: 

c•~n:, v'iX:: N~~r, X? ~:J :,r,i:j'?1 :i:J~'iliM? + :,::ii,v wi:N .v,~ ~? 13 rx~i 

yiX:: ?::N + :,i~i?? CiN ?:Ji• X? i~~?l' ~~1iV 'j):,iV c~tc~Wt~:, ?~:: 'i? :,:::ii 

iJi1" c•~S.v:i c~i'~~li c:iw c~i oi:,r, 14 '•~xi • :,~~', 'ibN"W '~:J N~~r, 1,i::N 

.vp,j): :,•,nx ,ipn,i ~~,w, ,i::i• c,N rxw o:i:: :i:~xw ,,~x~ r,i~,i'~:, ?:J~ 

jrii• N? 15 : x:::~r, X? ~~:,, CW N::::~~ V~r, ~:::Ni 'ip~ j1:, :,::i:,i i:x:::~~w o•:, 

jb :i:J'ili:, ,, :,~!?~ ,G • c,,~ j::i, :iN:::.:,~, ,::ii•w :,•r,r,r, ,,~o :::ii Ni:iw ii~o 

7wr~, c•:w, ::o,~ N?i ri,~w :iriii~r, x,, • :,r,i,~Mi 17 • d 1~:: c~x,,c:~:i 

?:J::i ,~xi:,i c•J•:~~ ir,i• ii :ir.::Jn 18 x:::i~ ~~w:i, x~:, :,:wi~~ r,L;,nir, :ib:Jn 

o,i'~ ~~i!·:i, rixi:i :,~::ir,:, iil) x:.n j•x~ 20 :,i~•t:.'"W ,1 :,~::in 7i,.vn x, ri,,,~n:, 

,~i:., ri,•nr,, i7in riiXii'~ •:w ,,•x:: • •n ?:J •:•J)~ :,~',l):i 21 • :,:,ii, :ix:::,~ 

?:J ~:•,v~ :,~',J):1 'iXW Ni:,i c~•r,:, viX:: N:l~r, X?i + e X:l~n j"N~ :,~:n:,i '~Ni!' 

il,'i• x, ::•r,: '~•w:Ji . r~•::• v,x:, rii:::p, ~::i :,7 pi:., ,~,, ~:::iii!,• -~,i • •n 

:,:::i,w •~, x,~ • :,ir,o: o•~tt,•:, =iil)~, 21 '~X N?i ,,r~N r,i~i 1,,::x 22 • ~·li 

rm~, j1i::Nn ?:.X g ~~l' 1J)i• xL_, ::•r,; r,~•w:i re•::~ f''iX:, r,i:::j?? •:J 24 :,7', i~1? 

~~~•~ j"i~? i:~ r:~, •:t:.' i?•X~ + cr,rr~ iMN1 + or,~~~, Ci::~t~ xi:,w~ 1'i~~ 

:,~::in 7,1 + :,~ii r:::, C"j)?X 23 7',i:,i '~~iV 1::ii 1i::Ni ir,~ 0N~n:: •::i c~l)W'i:, 

a Gen. X. 10; 14. 

d Lam. IV. 2. e Sec vcr. 1 2, 1 3. 

c rcfcrrino- to Job XXX\'I. I I. 
" 

f \'Cr. 24. g Yer. 7. 
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XXVll. 17-XXVI[I. r. COi\li\1ENTARY ON JOB. 

iV,V:, j~•r,:: ir1•:: :,~:: 18 Ni:i'1 . i'ii1N t:ry,r,~ iit:-'l)j iri':: ~~::i ,-~::iV Ni:i ii::Oi 

=,o~- NSi ::::w~ i'Wl,' 19 ♦ ,~i~t;i i,i~::: i::~- i:Nri~ •i:,C, ♦ a iii~:~ w•:::,l) r,•::, 

iiiVl,'', ,~-~•Ni ili~i!)~ i1j,::: i•~-v ♦ Mi~• N',iV '~'l,''N =,c:N~ Ni,, ,~ ♦ iii!'l):l ,n~~~ 

,~~N, .:,ii::p', =,o~~ N',i Mi~• :::,w• ,~~ 'N'~, iiiVl,'::, ,-~::1:: riipS', ,p',r, :,i 

riii::: •ir,N Mii:l: Mi:i',::1 i:,~•tt,,r, p j•~r, o~:::i:, o•~:, i:,;•t:,•r, 20 • t~V:: j,i:li 

i~i,:,•',w:,w o,~~~, • :i:::10 u,::~; :,',,', . ,,,::•N 7',i:ii ':::~i ,-,:,7 i:lN ,.v 
:il)i ',~ :il)i~ N:li:'i ,~.,i'~~ [Fol. I 5 a] ':,il)i.:)~, 7',-, C'ii' ,:i•Nt!i' 21 ':::io 

ii•~ ON i•',.v~ 7·',w·, 22 o:,', ·r-~w ;,i::N ~i:i, c',i.v:i i~ ,::~•i o~ip', :'i:::·,o~ 

':, 7~',w~:, 7',w•i 'N'~i + '~~', '~~~w rii~:, N'1:ii rii~i pi'10~• •:::r, rii::~ i1i:l 

i:, ',vi 'i':, ~:::w~ ,~•11:: v,~, i•:,~ NS ,~,~, • :,',~r, ~i,:: s,~ri~ NS ::pv•', ,;•, 

',l), :,7 :,~ r,l)ii, ,ri•:: j:liri~ ,~',.v j,iw•, cw~, :iNii:, • ,~•~:, ,~~',v i'~o~ 23 

,~•:,o:, 0'~Wi~:i ',:, • ,-~11:: :,pi, NSw ~ii1~ :,7:, Tli•N', :,:,~ ow:, :,wl) :,7 :,~ 

•r,p;r,:, ·rip,:i.::: '~NiV :,~ i,l) =,o,~iV N:l:i~ =,o:,', w~ XXVIII. I j,i0::: •:, 

o~i::i:, ',:,t,, ~:::,~ w~ =,o:, ',•::w:: ON l,'Wi :i':iN ,~i, ,,i, :,:ii:,,, ♦ b :,~iN Ni,, 

:,r-:,r,:,w :,;:, n,:::.:,N:i t,:t, ,~t, 7ii::: :,~ o:i~i::i:, cN, :,~:,r,:, j'i ,,o~w ':, 

i:, •:: ,,::', •:::~~::~ '.v~t,N 'i j,i 1,:~ ',~ N:h 1~•~v:, :,; '~~w •riN::::~ x',, :,~t,,v~ 

ii~i1t, t,,:,• o,~:i c',,:,t, i~~~l)::w c~,::i:, t,:,i,, N:::,~ =,o:,t, w• •:, ,,i, :i:::,, 

:,; :,~ Sv :i~',.v :,•~n ~~NiV n~m :,~:,r,:, ',::N it-,:::~ tN~ n,N:::in c:,', N,1~',, 

N:lli tN~i N:::~r, j'N~ i••11:: N:li:~ ~',, iri':l ~,~ ',l) p •iriN :ij,i', :,; :,~ ',,v, 

d ,-~•lit, i·N:::x:::, ,•~:::', 1,::~ i.Viii c c•~•,v~:: ,-~~, ::,~:: ,,n,~'iV :,',:,w ~,rixw 

~,:, iN~i!:l ~:, ,~ii1N ,n~:::: l,'i'NW :,; i:,i!.-' '~N~ j'N ♦ C ,~-~-N w,~N ',~l):li 

,i, :,•:, ri~N, c,Sw j,ii ',·N,:i ,::, l)i,~ 7•Ni ,~•ri:: r-,,j'i,i, ~~:::l)', ,', :,•:, ':J'N 

,~,MN '1Vii i:l~~ ~,:iw:, f:,v~w ,~.v~w ,~•~a~:: ,,~N n,~~, 1,,::~ t,::N ,-~~:: 

~,:,:, n,~:i, Jii::lN:i j~ o•~• ,:::,j,, i:'.Vi c•,~o-~, n,:iS:, c•ij,, :i:::,o:: 

t~•r,::~ O~~N c~~'iVi::i:, ',::x '~~', 'i:::', i~lil)iiV ':, '1~~, Cl,'~ ,~,•~', i~N 

0'1j,~, • j"~J):'iV t:i•i::J,i '::h C'iii1~ 'Ii.Vi + '~w:, r~.v N•:, iii ! j::J,j:, rri·~N 

a Job VIII. 1 'l• b Job XXVII. 6. c cf. .lob XXXVI. 1 I. d Job XXI. 8. 

c Ps. LXXIII. 5. f Job XXVIII. 22. 



77 COi\li\lENTARY ON JOB. XXVII. 6-17. 

'w', Ni:iv 'N'~i • il::iiil 'w',~ :')iil~ :,j:,, ~.:',:: ,:h~ji iVi:: ~~i~~:ie, j:', ~iNi 

o~~i.:i ',Ji o~t, n,i,:,', ~.:', i:,~•w '~::ii a •~iil -~~.: ~ri~:, ii!'N:: '~~ • Mii':,~ 

~j.v~wi~ ~::~iNtv ow~ '::i iN • Ojil ~j.vt,::t, "Nii:: nN ~.: n•o:,c, ~::~,N l'Vi~ ~;-r 7 :,n~ 

~~ + ~:i:iNb ~n,Vtvi N', ~:N ~~ + t,i,V:J :,~:,~ Ojil ~', ,V'i:itv ~~~ij)li~i ,V'it'i~ ~iili~ ~:i~ 

iN ♦ b .V~:J ~Njji!) ,,~;~ • '1Mi~~jil~ i:Jnw~, ii~~ ilj)~ ~:J .v;::;:~ ~~ =-i::, rlii'M :,~ 

'w', iN 7•'?w~ ~~ • t,w~ ·:J • c ·:iN .v~.:~ ~:J :,•:,, ':: 'ii~;',, ::::i't, N::w: .V~:J~ 

iliii'M :,~ ,,t,w, rliN~i:: =,:nS 'i':, rn~w:J 'iN i:Ji + r,~i' i:JN 'l,'1 ',.v + :,,',iV 

,j~~ :,::, ,,~, rii,Vi:n N',:J :,,t,w 1~ ',w~ 7~N:i 'ri'Ni ♦ :,i~ ,~i,, N::n 9 itvN~ 

itv::ij :i,',N t,w~ ~:J '~:j 1~n~ ~~, . :,',w, :,t,w:, rwiw ~;w o:, 7N d i;i:: ',~ iSNit• 

:,',i!,•r, t,N '~ :,',iV~ Ni:ii + i;";j)1~:::l .:,~• .iiiNi', :,~:::~ :,~:,w irlii'~i~i ijiiliC.:~ 

:,r-w::, ',w~ j:J ./7',.vj ',it' ':J Ni:iw ::~ii':ii ',t,w 'r;~ t,i,~ ~~ 'l''N'N • c ~nN 

,~:: ii:O Ni:, :,~ N~il Nt, Ni:ii \iiNtoil 'it, i', :r::,~ Ni:ii + :,,,:, j~ 

ON 10 ♦ ~riNt:M ,,i, =,~jr,~ 7:t,, :ii!:: ,~t,.v N:JM ~: :iN ,V~i.:,•~ ir'ij),V~:, 'i~nw:,t, 

,~:~.v.: jil N~~~ Nt,w • o,t,: 7~:: n~,i~ ,j~N ,::t, .iii',Ni;'~ t,,Nwt, ~j.vr,~ ~,w ',.v 

• :i.v,it'~t, ~t, N~:, o; • il~:JiN ,~j::i SN ~~:,, MN 7N '.v~', '~N M~i:, '~w::, . :,1 t,,i, 

•:ii iir:,:i:: t,.:N Ntoil N',i!' .v,,~ Ni:ii ~nNtcil ,,t, ♦ g N::~ =,jr, ,~j::it, N:, ~:J 

it~t,N :iiiN 11 : ,i, ,~•jil:i:J N',i ;,~,~ Ni:, ON • ,,,~~,,~ 7~:::1 ,~j~ ',.v ,n,:1 

't~~ t,N Ol,' l'Wi 01N j,t,il ;'iiit' 13 on~iil o~',i~ OrlN i:, 12 t,N i•:: o::nN 

'~': 1.:, j~j:J i::i~ ONW 14 ,~iMN in~::, ,~::: N',~ + ,~~ri:: ;"'lj'it, jj"NW ,Vi!'i w~w ~nib~C' 

,~~r, o~.v.: n,~~ Ni:, ',.:N ♦ Oil':, il':::ltv~ N', i~N~N:li i:::li~ :Jin ,~t, i!iib !i,V:J 

.Vi~ :,',.vr.h '~Nit' '~ ii:Ji'~ ri,~:: ,~ir,~ i.ViTb o~in,:::, ,~,~iw 15 • ,~',w, pNw 

'1'.V • :,t,:,:::):, i:::ll'rl o:,~t,.v o~w ~::is . :,:•~::n NS ,~n,:~',Ni Ii ,t,,iN:: ,~i'it' 

i~.V~ :"j□ :J i::~~ t::N 16 j',i:,i '~~it' '~ ir,i~ ~iiiN ',~', ij,::i:, iji~~, + J;'ij~:J::ri 

~i'j ,~·il:: i::~w =,o:, i~iil~ w::',~ i'~,~, ,~~n.: ,~~il:: 1~:~ 17 • t!":.:',~ r~~ i~:,:, 

k + c~:it,N:, ~j::i', ::,~', n.ii'? Ojj~',j :')iON':, t~j.v j!ij Ntoiri',, '1'.V ,~inN i''?il~ 

a Job XXIX. 4. b Ex. XVIII. 2 I. c ls8. X. I 2. d Jcr. XII. 1. So Ms. 

t·o1' , ... ·-•-. <-',., I( I\' ,.,3 ;· l;x III ~ ... _ 1.-.-. - • • - • .., • • )• 

i 1 Sam. IV. 19. JPs. LXXVIII. G.J. 

g Job XIII. 1 S, 1 G . 

k Eccl. 11. 2G. 

h Job XX. 2G. 



XXVI. r3-XXVII. 6. COi\lMENTARY ON JOB. 

N:,:, 1~ + b 1i~i~iV i~ 1~ i~W j~ jj'n i;~•:.vi =,c::i; [~:,:,] :,i~i!-' 'l)'N'~ + a r;n 

x,.~w 'N'~, o•:n:~ r;n:, ♦ 1"'1~i:: wrm :,i~W iVi~~ w~, it:ii•i =ic::,; ,:,·~~ nS~: 

'.V•S~ 'i nto~w:,~i' SN ':::i'~ ;,•i::~w ;,•i::, r;,,J.'~ '~ x,:iw Wi1j Xii';, •Sn:-i 

Sv inNi~ S•~:,S, ,~i;,:,S ,ri~, :,:::i':-i ii:.'N ,•:ii n,:::i' :-i'?x j:-t 14 -~·•~l:,N::r.: 

rNc· ♦ ,n,x :ix,~s ,;S :·r:,, ♦ i;•nii::;:i,:;iN~:: Ntort •r,',: s C ,ri~, SiV~:i= ,;•;~ 

t:J•i:iw '~'l.''Ni Si;,:: ii~c:: o•:,i i~iN:: j~~,~;i r•,S~ f'iN:ii c•~i!':,i i•::Jr.: i.!'ic:::,S 

o•vwi', :is~ 1,::: . ,:::1 v~w; i::, v~i:) :,~ • :,~•S::, ,:i,n Sv c•·,~: ,SS:i 

-~N, . o:S .v~=·, ,~s,v ,w•.v,:i:: ,:~~ ,,ri~~i:) ,nil.'~~, t:•~i:) .,,~, .ii~-~i~ 

,;::S i::e,S ~,•~~ S.v inNi• s~~:,t,, ,:,~in:,', ,S,j, rr,,:, o•vi~iV ini,::~ Cl.'i 

,,.v ,:t, SN o•w•, p,:n~ t:•.Vwi:, ;~ r•~J •~ • o•Sn::, ,:i~Sx ~i:::i: ·~·w ·~= 
:,;:,, : o::S s~.v:: v::~s o:,•',v ,,n~, iMNi" tN :,j "==~· d.,. o·~w~ 0l,'i• 

w,:N •: :i~ ♦ ,~~, 
1Sw 'w,.v '~.V ii1~, ',w~:-, '~NW ,,',:: 'to~w •~S, ,::.,r:: NSN 

,-~~ ,:·N i::i): ,:cpiww :,~ S.v ,::•i:::, Ni:i, . ,:ro~w~, i•S.v ,,;,~ S·~~iV . e ·1~i 

::,i r;ii~, i~Si.v i•l.'i~i 7"~i~ 'WN ',l)i + ii,V :,•n• x', ~~ iO••n:,', ,~~t:.•~ 

=,c:,•, XXVII. I. : :ii Ni:, ,·w.v~ S·::c':iV p~:nt~ j"N ,·n,,:~ t:J.'ii r:n t,S,ri~, 

".!'ii :i,~x:: 1:, N•:, :iv,:::w SN ~ri 2 • o·x•::::i jii: • ,Sc·~ l'iNiV ::i·N 

,s~:, ~•r,:: .v:w: o,N j"NiV 'i'M r.N ,:v :,:::-ix~ :,·x ito~ p '.V~W 'i 

·Sx ·n • x•:, ·.v,::w •~ ii:S S:,: i•iMNW riw'?~, 1S~:, nx ,:,v xSx 

j)iSN niii •:: ·r:~w:w jr-i ',~ •~ 3 • ·w~; i~:iw ~,w, . ,·:·v ,~,i, •to~i!.'~ i•t::iw - --- -

·;x ·: on,~N :i~• ·,S, o::~·;n:iS =~;-,~,:::~ •r,,•:,i!,, :,Sx: j"iic:•• S::j,', 

•i::, i;r,::• 7::, ~ton~ NSw p~in:,', ·:~~ ~n~,r-i i"C::N xt, r,,;~ ,, s •::, •r,x~n 

:,~i~ N'?, ii :ii::: •S.v x:::: ~n;,m:, j~S o,,i' •,·::w •n;,,~:: 6 ~:: • •;N i'~,::ii: •~ 

Ni, : j~i,c~•:, ~w,i'~ ~sv 0Mi ,,t, •Nii:: •:~s •:N =,;r, NS ~= v,,,~ j::, o'?,.vS 

r,•:,w Nton ·nN~ri xS •= ~i~o~~, ~n,i::a: ~r-•~ '?~v:: .v;~~i, •:::JS o',:•, =,-,r,• 

a Isa. LI. 9. b Jer. XLIII. 1 G. c Job XXV. 2. d 2 Sam. XXII. I 4. 

c Job XXV. 2. 6. 
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XXIV. 20-24. CO~IMENTAR Y ON JOB. 72 

,~~n S,Nw . o~~.,= 7-,, :-i,:~~ Ni, i= ',_v c~-,::·: i= ',.v ,:-m:i~, i:,,',L,p~ V;N:, 

ON~:, :,t,r,: x:-i~v + or,-, ,:,n::w• 20 + r~.,,o~~ ,',::p~ NS c:-i~~n:, o:~, ,S::j,~ Ci!' 

1'i~::~i!' C'1X ~:,~ ~',t:, CMi :,::,i + •:,~:: :il):1 c~~Mi ~',: 'Ci~~, ri:, j~ ,~~n:: 

,~r, c:::,t,:: n,~~t, x',, +a:,~., ~-,w::, w:',w + ~:,~= + :-,~.,i, 1j'ri~ . ,~sr ,~~n., 
-- --

i::l'i~ ,~s~ N?W :-,S,.v r.v:: i:t!'ri, ,~i!,• :,n~•-:.:, 'i=T~ x', ,,.v ♦ b ,·',w, px',w ,',:: 

-,•::;;,', ,Sri Nt,w ~~i, :-,-,i'.V :-i,,., 21 x:-rt!' c~-,xc•::, ,.,xt!':, ,:-i,~= riiit'l)', ,:~~ 

o•p:,', :-i:::,.,, :i,',~ -,:::-:.:, xv~ :-,;~',x ex =)N:! • ,·::::h ji::: ,,t,i; :,•;,• NS i~W 

cri,N 'i':, ji!•~i 22 :i.v,,~ :,i~N:i, ♦ :,',::v~ :,•:-,r,v 7:::: ,i, ::~~-~ Ni:, l)il ,t, 

NSiV t::i~:,, S.v ,·:~.v, o:,', 7~i~~~i!· 7,r,~ [Fol. 1 + a] or,i•n:,', in:::: c~i-::N 

,~rip:.v, c ~rii::.v, i:t~'V it:.1N c~,rix c~i•:ix 'C"i:, . li!'~, '•~ :,•:,~ ,x ,Sw::• 

ji~•n: j"~X~ x',i e ::il) jM~ •~ '~N~i 'i;,:::: c,p~-:.:,• t::i•~n:: OiO•~', ini:::: d :,ix: 

o:i•n: • n~:? r,,•,,t, ,i, jl"'1~ 23 'jY:i, ,i, :-,w,.v ,t,i.:''i:iit' ,~:•.v :-,x-,1~~, ,::', in:::~ 

',l' i•:·.vv '~'Ji'~ c•.,',x tX ::wn, ,:::~r,:: ri,v.v', 7:: ',_v jvw~, f ,n~~ c,',v 

S:x lii!'i:, -,~::~ x', j:::, ,~~n::i ,:::~n r.iWl)? ,n~:~ . ,~.,~:nS, ,t, o:i~::,, 

o',•:::TL·~ ,•~r, :i~:-i•w i= ',:: t:~:i,:~ :ii•:,', o,.,i, on~:i· x',e, ~.v~ g,~,., :q 

:il)i M1t:,l)', xi:,~ :·r:, x',i h ~:::~',wr,i 'i'l.' o:,',w :,~, ,V1'iT i:lt:.'~1 Cl)~:::~, 

oS,v:, 11::::::p~ L:,:::: ri,~~r,:,', on~::,· x', ~:v :,.,~i!: . i7•~~ ~:: ':: • ~=~~:, t:XJ 

iXi riN:i ~·:r L:,·w~:-, :,•::i :i~:::p :i.iiS,v, 1,:::~i'~ iN ·:,v, c:~,,o~·:: o·N:ii~:, 

v,,n n:i c:,::i X:-i~ NSw ,~:::~ ,~s, 1iVNi ,wx',i!' rh,:w :,::,~= c:i:,~ :,~:, 

iNi!' ,nN:: o:,~•n:: cS: -,o~·~ :,~:, ,',·xit' ~,:,:: x,:, r= x', ox, i,,~~i, ,.,:,', 

',::x ,N.,~, ,.v~t'~ o~x~l'i:i ',:: iX ~:: ~:::~T::•v x,:, ·~ ,~~x . .v, ,,v.v',~ 11::::::p~ 

,::,p, rwp j"i~o~·::i r,~~~ 1iiX1 ,~~n.: Ji~:~ x',, ,•',i!,•, pNSw ri,~· ,Vi!'i:ii!' :,r,l) 

•n•p', ·xen:w ,,~xr, 7·N, ,:~~ xwri ,o,~ 7ni:: S.v !i .,~x :i!'N= ,·•n: ,•::. 

: ',:::: :,ii!,' :,i~ j"X ~-,:, k :.it::: o:,•~• i',:~ c~-,,~~ o~l)i!'ii!' :iXii :,r,x •i:-ii!-1 

.r.,:~~SNi o•~,ri~ ',Ji 'ii::~n: xi:,w ~~',t:, Ni:, j:: CX'i!' t:•w',:::~ :i•N •1::i :-,::, 

'i':, j"NW t:=:x,:, rn:::i,, o~.,,~~ o·.vw, :,~:,, "iri1" ,~•ii:: :,p~ r= Sv c~,nxS 
-------------------·-- -

a Job VII. 5. b Job XXI. 2 3. c Jcr. V. 28. d Ps. LXXIlI. 6. c Deut. 

XXVIII. 67. /Job XXI. 9. i!i\ls. ;;si~. hPs. CII. II. iLcv. XXV. 25. 

k Job XXX VI. 1 I. 
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XXIV. 10-15. C0.\1MENTAR Y ON J011. 70 

o:,•~t~ i~V p, j)i,iii, o:,', :,·:, Ni, t:•',r;~:, o•w;N:, •:J ,i,,. iN • o•:1.v,~, 

• ii•:,~• b ! :,•n,i'iV:i ,',.v:: Oi::, i,;, n,~,n r:i Ol71i1i!.' t: I I ! i~'iV,i 1Ni!.'; 

o~i:J 7,n:1, o•i:,~:J i•N• iiiN:iw •~', j~ Nip:, i:,::::• n;wr', o•n;:, ,wn~• 

c:,, c o•n~ i".V i,~ Oiii:, '~~ o•r,~ i•.V~ 12 o•',.v:i:, n•~~, o~~.v', ~~ii o•:1p• 

'i'.V • o•',',n w~:, .. o•o~iN:i ,t,•N •~~~ . ip.v:::.:• ,p,N~• o•L,i;:,i l:iw on•:i •w:N 

o.v•,,:it,, o:,••n: ow~;.v:,t, :,',::ir:, o•w• x', o·~wt, .v,wn d 7·n~ ~~, t,,p 

j"X1 • i•;~', On.Vi •n.v ,~~:::.:~ ~t, :,::,i e :,',=?G "li"Ni 'i'.V • o:,•tt,_v~ nN :,xiiiV 

',_v '!= iit.:Nn 7•N1 • o:,••n:. ~~~e·~ 1Ni x', '~'.V'Ni on,~~ tic••~, o·,,:.x 71:, 

o•:::.:pw • i1X •ii,~:1 13 • j~ ,~•Nv iir~,• ,t,•N \l1io••n; ••n:i ni.Vi ·ri·e~.vw :,~ 

'ii~:: ,•:, :,~:, 'Wi • niiiN~:, ii~ ~;:,~· 'i':, ,~ 7wn:: o:,•w.v~ i,:J •~ :,i~X:: 

. i~ ,,i, •', :,',•l:iii •~ /:,xi• x',, ,i, inc o•.:.v '~Nw • •',.v ni~Xi!.· •;x x',, ii~ 

j:=n•, • t.V ·~iiwn ~i, i~~i, 15 n:::.:i oip• ,,Ni, 14 '~x·w '~ i~ ii~~ :,~:, ',:1x 

'i~ ~,:, i~, ♦ 7i!.'i1:i o•:Jl:ii:,:, o·::~; '~W~~ iV~W MN•:: o.v ,,. l7i7)~ .,,,~:1 

• g i:,•iiX c,p~ x', -~ ',.v . ,,t,:1 ,~::•w• :,7~, i~i~:i iix:, l:ii!.• r~i, ii•:J:i x', 

•:,, ii•~:, x', 'X'•i • ,~oi~n• i~ niii w~w:, iWN 'ni:.•ri~:: 1z ,:iw• Ni,, •', :iNi, 

x',, :,~,i i,~ t~ ,,~ i•:,w ,w.vw :-;~ 1it'.V j:J ',_v ~~w~:, •:,',~ ~,:,w 'p:, l:,w 

n,t,1'~ o,•:, ii~•t:7: ,·~ i,~i, • t:•;,w-,:, nN ~5J,w Ni:iw ,~5JiV~ ni::\ri;:1 j~iV• 

'i~ j:J ',i~ ,..,,:, ',_v ::i~~:: ::w•, o:,•~~i, o·,p• i~ n,.vc,~ nii••wiV iMiV:i 

i,,~•tt' :,',•l:,:1, ·,',;:., :ij;in:. ~t,x i,,~i, ,~·~v . ,t,w ~~ ',~•, ji•:1~, •~.v i,,~i'• 

N:li:~• OX :,',•',::, '~'•i . ji~~ •pt•_v ',_v o•~"'i: il7iiii1 :~;:J •:,• i.l'i0:1 ',,~•', 

7t::,n::, o•~,~~~:: ~:: p . o·ri::. -,r,,ii:, ::~;~ ":i• • o,•t, 7,~o :,',•',::. Ni""'iV 

:,;:, =jx~~ j"l.'1 15 • Mi.v,,• n,,;~:,, • ,i, 7',i:,, ri,n•:::.:i x',:i i,,~•i!.' :,~ =i~in, 

. ,·:·:.v:: ,i, :,~,, Ni:iw :,Ni::, t,_v -,:,• :,;,l'i c;•:, -,~~ x:;?·c· :::~;:, ',r i:.i 

N1:,iV 1:,~ii OiN j"NW iii~i!.' i1::C tl-' •~iiiVl1 x', ! ::i,V ~~:,i!,' • =,w~ :,i~t' 

'i~~ iiV~:: :,~,· Ni,, ,i, inC o•::.v ,,i, ,::',:: :it:-·ini!-' ~i• ,~·~ 'i':,~ ·:J • ',,:::.:•; 

---------------- -----------

a Ex. XXII. 25. b Jcr. V. 10. c Dcut. III. 6. d Gen. IV. 10. 

' J XXIII ,., f J b XXII "J b XX\,. ,, h ~,ts ...... , (; er. . . l .). o . .. . 14. t- o • " . -'· 1 •• I·"' • 



69 COMMENTARY ON JOB. XXIV. 1-9. 

iMi1 . a O~jY i1X? O\iil):, . :,tc~:: '~~i!.' '~:: 'i!.'l):i!,' nJ;:: ,•~ 'j':-i l)i'I ~t,'iV 

. ,·~~ iin ~? • S:::, :,N,i N1i1i!.' i":::it,, ,ri,N .v,~i, o:,t, :i~:,w ,'Iv,,·, . b 7'i!·i1:: 

p:: tNi ! ;~'Ii!'• ~i,s,::1~ i::i"'iV on~N~ j'l~'I 1ii1 xS 'i':, i:,"t.:,· \v,,'I, 1N + =i'~ o,'I 

;;•::1:: Ji'I:: •::'l"ij'~ t,,::~ ,~'li!,•'I o:, . ,~•i!J'I 11S1::~ 2 0:-i'IJil) '~~ :,n.i:i . "iMN '~ 

o~w~ xS ':,iSN, i::i =i,c, r~:.v:, S:::: =~:::.vS ,.vj•, i',i~ ii.V d :,i'i!':: :i,w 

. o·::ii:: i:::,t, o·::,x~t· Oil'i~~ ,~'I o·i:.V 'iN ji,, ii,~ o'l:,'I::~ ,~'I 4 • c :,t,~;; 

::iNS i::,~ ~,i~~s c:,w 0'1Ni~S 5 on,~ :,~,~, ♦ l"'iii1~ 7,, j'l::t,,:,, rw~,: 

:,::il) [Fol. 13 b J . =,itc Wj'::S 'i'== ,x:::· s,,~ ''I:, :,~ oS.v~= ,x::i:'I . o~i::'1l):, 

:i::i.V ?ii~t, inii::n:: o'l:t,,:,:, o:,:, o'lil)::, ,S::x·w t:i1SS ,'l::;:,w Ni~t, . ,,t, 

r-1,S.i: rh·lin:: '~:: iSw n~::i: ,~•pt, j'IS~,: i'l::;:,w o'l,i;•wi:, o'lii1N Sw oi::, 

'.v'ISx 'i'~ • ,n,~::::: • ,.,l'iX'I . ii!•pt,'I : ,,::n ,nx .Vi.:'i Sw pn~, • h wpS:, 

w,pS~:iiV ,,.v:: ,wpt,• i:iii:::::·, ii:::i::S ,~r~; .v'l~'I ~;;~ :,~:::~:, li'iVi Sw Oi::, 

:,t,~ ,x,::'I i~ ~~w:i niS.v ,, ,,::::,::S ,:'l;j~'I xSi v•'lp:, n.v:: ,~~., 'lo'lo-, o:iw 

t,w:nn o,~:: ,,:::pt, cnx,::;; :,~ix:, ~,:::1,l' o~i:'i~~ :,::,, .:i,,::i:::·, ,'IS.v o~.vwi:, 

:,SN ,n~~ :,~S.v s~:w ,~~s O'li:, Sw Oii~ :,ii:::::'I Sw::.rin o,~:: o~i::, 

·:~~ o•::,t, o~on D::il'i i,,,~ :i~:,w ow 'n::w :,; n~::,~ ti~ r,~w, . o~.i:vi:, 

o~'l:.v:i O.ii1X': + :iip:: n~o::S ,t, rx, ,n,o:: ,s~:'i!' 'l~t, + ,:'lt,'I 01il) 7 + i r,~ 
•1..• -••••:, "'l•jto. ••'""1i'I ,•~•n••,, , .... ,..i. 8 •• ,,L,..,_ •'""'"'"' """•i•l""!••n """~j'I""'\ l""!:,L 1'11..•••• •• , 11.1·.a., -1 , .. l 1-' lw;, 1w -1.1 I..; ;,/i..·, I ~ II Ii I I.I ; ,,_.'i',I I.I -- _, / .,1w· 

0·1n'I:, Jij''l:'I k 'p:·n o'l:s~ ,w, '~= ii!'~ ,sj~'l 9 .J x,:, ::i~i '~:: 'nSn,s~ ,·:i~ 

ti::,~, ,:: r,~.vn~, ,~N ·,w~ o,n~ ,sj~'I ''I~ :,'1:,'I ~x ,~n,:,i~, ,S:N~ o,i'~ 

,t,•~'I ~w,::S S.v c:,t, 'I'""~~ ~i'sn'I ,, S.v t,,,J ,t,•~'I . iS~::l'i'I ·;z, S.v, ♦ ,n,N 

,., + lij?ij':: NSX ',::l'i 't:-•S j"N1 ,·n,,t·, ,nSn: o~t, rpSn~w Ni:i, l t,,,~ 

a Job XXIV. 14 . 

.f Isa. XXX. :24. 

bXXIV. 1G. cJsa. II. 12. dJsa. V. 8. cvcrsc 12. 

;;· Sec Judg. VI. I I. ll Amos VII. I. i Judg. XI. I I. 

i Job Vlll. 1 G. k Isa. LX. 16. l Ps. XXII. 19. 
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COJ\1i\1E~TARY ON JOB. XXII. 28-XXIII. 7. 

-,~t, ~iij 'N iiii + a :,~1,iVN -nii: ii!'N :,ji~ 'N'iV 1i 1l) jl:,~:.::~ ~:i cl:,i!.•M ,~iij 

nnn r~i' =i~n:: j1, t::;,~, 'iN iai7 iNl 28 t::l"iit:j':: cv:, ri1i1:l) 'ii1N :iiw b ,:::hw~ 

't~Ni!.' :i.nl.' ,~:i Ni,, iiN :,~j 7-:ii, l:,l) i~~ • ,i'rij \i71~ii!.' :in.v '~~:i Ni,, • j'i1'iV 

l:,:i,n 'n~ • :,~~- i~Nri, o-inN ,i,-~w:, t:JN =,N ~ 29 • c 7;::n c~w- ~n,::~.Mj l:,.v 

'l.' 'N' ~, • jl:,~:: w:: ';,:, .v~i!.i,~ c-j~.v :,::~ 7 ~:, c-j-.v ii'iV1 • 7~i::,:: iNWj t,, ,:i-::~:,t, 

ciN, • ,i,~i!.'j c:,l:,w :i,N~ ~,~ l:,l,' :,1v . c~.vwi:, ,i,-~iV:, iiVN:i :,iin :,nN -:i 

1:,-.v,ni!' ,,,i' • ~i'j tN '~:i -;,j•N ~i,~- Jo j:i 'i':, l,'-w,- c-j-l) nw Ni:,w inN 

-n~iV ,,,.v p, . nnN N;:,t!,' d iiN :,w.v, ,~:i ~;,j-N Jiiii~ J'.:::lN ,,,.v, • 7~:,:l)I:, 

:i~:iM ~t,~j1 g -t, N~MM ~:i fiN jt:i:i .f :,7:, -N:, ::w,- 1:i -i'j-N '.V'N't:i1 + e nl:,i 

c-~,n~ ri,.v,ii N:i-,, o~n, i,i~W ~::ii, -:i ::,-Ni, ,~~i,N ri::ii!'n :,j:, : 7-:::i:i i::i:: 

,-wl.'~ l:,:i:: .v,~ Ni,, :iNi Ni, 'p:,w :,-:, ii::o, c-ii:::i ,~ri,:-::o j:i t,l.' ri,j~i,~, 

c-~wt, NSN t:J\l)i t:Jj-NiV o~l,''iVi cn,N Ni,N c:,~~n:: ~-i'w~ 'i':, rNw, ♦ c~l,'i:, 

:,~ t,l,' ::,-N ,j::~iV~ :,j l:,l,'i t ,:i,~:i o:i~-n:: 1i0--~ ~i,~i::I:, Ni:, l)i t:JN l:,::N 

:-il,'i~, ~~:::~ ,~j~i, jil.'i, t,,:i- -n--:i, ~Nit,:, '-~,n~ nil,'1i1 N:i-,, l:,1~t'.' '~NV 

c-,ViVit, ::,~ j~NW i~NW l:,l,'i + j~i::i:i ~iN1 ~n~iVl,'iV i~N~ CN + -jjl)~ rt,~~ 

h :,l:,::ir, t::~w~ Nt, :,il:,Ni c~inNI:, ro~ini tt,i1~iV '~:ii 1~:i ~i:, + c~inNI:, tl.'~i~'iV 

:ii~ '~~, i ,N~ :i,,~ 'iiV~ ~jl) '~:i • ~n-w ~i~ 2 ::,-~ jl,'-, XXIII. 1 : 1:,1:,:i c:i~-n:: 

Ni,iV c~~n,::~i~~ ~i'V n,~:,i, i::i,o ~n~-:iw o,-:, t:Jj i,,-, • n,ri-w l:,:i~ ~n~w 

~,~ • c:i~ri,~,iijn ~inN o,-:, c~ iN c:i~i::, ,,,.v -o.v:i, ~n-w -i~ ,,l.' ~j,~-',:n 

'iN ;::,w 'Ni, ♦ :,~i,l,' piNn~, iijNM~ ~jN'iV :,~~ in,~ :,i::i N:ia:,~ -jN'i!.' :ii:::, 

'Z,O~iit!-'1 ~nt,i~'iV -:: ti~l,'~ i:liNW i,l,' jjjNli~ ~jN'i!.' + 'l7iijN l:,l) :,i:::i ~n:i~ 

1,:i~ • ,riji:ri 3 • c-n~ -n,::~::o j:l l:,l)i cl.' Ni:,w J 'ii~, n,:,:~ l:,.v ':i :,~:i-, 

• n:i ::ii:::i G • c-i::, nn:i,:, ~~i!.i~:,w .i7Ni l:,.v • ~~w~ ,-j~i, 71i.Vi, iNo:i 

i-:i~ N'1:i'iV -~i, ~:: 1-w~ Ni:, jN ,n.,~ j:i N½i :i;,1n:: -'"i~l) ::-i~ -j~~ iri,~ ,i, c,-w 

nl:,~ 'l)'N'~, • ::~i:, l:,l,' t:JN -:i iMN i5"]~ n,t,-i,l,' Ni,, :it,, n,~i,:i jMi:: Ni:iw 

oi;,~:: iW~ t:li!i 7 Ni:, N'?N -:: j~::-w ~,~ rN jN Nt, + k il:,-:iw~, ,~~i!.'-1 '~:l c-w-

a Jonah II. 10. b Ps. CXVI. 14. c Job XIX. 8. d Ezek. XVIII. 1 o. 

c J>s. CXLI. 3 where the reading is •.:,cv ~-:. ./ Isa. XX. 6. g Ezek. XIV. 13. 

h Job XXIV. 12. i 2 K. Xl \'. 26. j Num. IX. I 1. k Isa. XLI. 20. 

-* .'.) 



XXII. 12--27. CO~L\1ENTAR Y ON JOB. 66 

i:,l,' t:i-n~ 7~t,l,' i~tc~:,t, 70:n o·~ Ml,'~w Nt,1 . :,Nii n~•:, xl:, :,i:::, :,l)ii 

N,:, 12 o:i 7:i,nrc:i r,r,t, o~:il):, o•iij,~:i o·~ n:iwn 'iN ,t,,., • o•l)i:i 7•t!-'l,'~ 

nnto:i :,7 i:,l,', • ,~~~ ,~i •:i o·:i~:i iVNi :,:i~ •:i :iNii • o•~w Ni:, ,•:i: p,t,N 

1l,':l:-t . :-tili1l,' •~NiV '~:J a t,N 1'1• :,~ :il,'i1 7iV1il :iNii 7~•Nt, 7M1Ni:J + 'i~~, 13 - ---- -
o•~t, ~,n, • •ilil,'~::l :-ix,• Ni,, ,t, iM0 o•:il,' 14 ~t,:, to~w• •~•:it, ,~•:iw l:,~il,' 

,:i,, ii!•N o,i'~ o•l,'Wi 7i, nl:,::::-, • th,.i, niN:-t 15 : b :,~,n~:i, '~:i o:,:i·o 

l,'i:, :,~t, 1~l,' n:iiir,:,t, CNtcn: ij,I:, Nt,ili i:,l,' o:,:i N~j,M:'it, r~ •~i~ in•l:,::::,i 

• ,n,:i~, ol:,,l):, i~ Ml,' Nt,:i ,to~ipw 16 • l,'i:, o:,t, o~ iwN o:,~ ini• 7t, 

o:i,~:i ni•:,t, •S :i,to 'iN 'MNi • S,:i~:, ,,, •ili~N:i oi,o• j,:::i• ,:,~ iiVN oipt~:i, 

o•l,'iVi M:ll,' ·~~, :i,to o:,·r,:i NS~ ~,:i, 18 ,n,N o,:i,l,':i ,~s •iw l:,l)ti• :,~ 17 

:,r,i~ i:,l,' •:i, o:,~ ,n,• •I:, nil,'i:, ,~, t;.:i:,~ itii• .t, :i•to:,I:, 71:, :,•:,, • •:~ :,pn, 

~l,'t,• •p~, ,n~w•, in',~~:i o•p•i::: iNi• NS:i 19 • ti:i ri,~7t, ,,:io :inN 7,,:, 

ON :to + t:iio• :,•:, Vi~:,, o:,•l:,l,' j,!::1"W i:,~~ 1li~ o:,i 1i~W~W i•~:i, il~:J ,~t, 

WN :,t,~N o:,•~:i o:,w tliM• ,~w~1 t,,:i~:, •~:i ,~~-i' c ,n:~w li~N :,7 j"N ·:i, Nt, 

:,l:,l,'~t, i•:i7:,w •p~:, ,n:i~ NS o~ 'l,''N '•~, • ,~•~i' ,~:i ,~~•i' :,~:i, . o,,~:i 

in:i~ :,•:, Ni, 0NW '.i,•t,~ ,,, • •j,~:, n~ NSw o•il,' ,~~ •:i '•::ii • ,~~•i' Ni:iw 

,n•S::::iw ,nnS::::-i:i toj,~ :inN, • it-'~ :,l:,:i~ o:,~ iin,~ili ~ =,x ,~Sili oij,• 

+ liN7 7i1 n~:, 7••n:i 7t, l,'i:, iWN i:,l,' + 7:i t,.i, ri:i li1:J7t, i1:l01 o:,••n:i 

S.i, :i,,n ,•~~ N~ n;, 22 o,Sw:i :,•:,n 7Ni oSw, ,~l,' ,~:::l,'S l:,•l)i:i, r:io:,, 21 

no~n, nl:,7;w :,l:,1.i, j)•nili 23 • 7:i:iS:i ,S•:iili:i ,,~ 0NW ,.,~~ o•w, ,~•,• 

j,inn:,1 d 7SN, :i•:io •~:::n• , t, ,~~w ,~:i NS, • ,~1 i::il,' l:,l,' li•t:,i 24 • 7S:iN~ 

ilii~•t, n•:i 'N'•i • 7•,::::i~ • 7~,::::i •iw :,•:,i :!5 ,to,~• Nt,w ,.~,N '•Sn~ 11::::i 

+ e 171.l,' li•ii' i"Wl,' p:, '1 'l,' j', :,•:,• j,l'il,' i1:, li1::il,'1li ~O:ii op•7:,t, 7•:i•i~:i :,•:,•i 

t,,Nili~ t,,Nwt, .,ili t,.i, ~:l,'ri:iS t,:i,n iN ·:i 2Li [Fol. I 3 a] ♦ /'C~i ri,~l,'1li~ '~:, 

NS •nj,i:::, p,xri~ :,n~w 7ii l:,l,' Nt,, 7•~~ :,iSN t,N NWM iN1 jinto:i~ 7:iS 

iN1 :,~il,' rNi j'l,'1:l :il'iNiV ,~:i N',i h 7l,'~w•i i•l:,N i•Ml,'M 27 g ON 7X1 "WNi Nt:'N 

a Ms.'~~ .i.-'·,•. b Isa. XLlV. 13. d Job XlX. 1 o. 

e Prov. X. 15. l Num. XXlll. 2 2. 



COi\HvlENTARY ON JOB. XXII. 2-11. 

•= + j::o~ •= + .ii1C'l''? ii:, ci~ :,~ • 'i':,', ib'?'? '?:i•w i::l~ ci•:, + 'i:J~ j!:0• 

,~v N~ ;:o;-, i~~~•w i;)= j:o~ i":i:ii • ~~i,.li '?·:w~ 'i':, 'i';-;i, ibt,t, :,:::,~i!'= 

i ""I • L•~~,•, ••o• L1.c,L- ,.,,~L1.c, ,-. i...,"",, ""I-.,~~ '""':'j '"::"I""' •!"I""'"""°' a ..,L •• ,, --= ::, JI I- ::,,~::,. I ♦ l_w ::,,"' I '-•~ ♦ _,..,.,_, - --- ~ ""'.:.i, ... ♦ L.J-;J"-1 

N:i, ,n,,:::i.v::i., i•w.lib:::l ,i, S·v,~, i=o·i!':w o·::i.,~:, ,~:.,,:i., ,•w,lib:::l. ib'?t, S:,~ci 

. 7S,:,, '~bw 'b: :,i•b::i. :i,·~ ,t, '?•J.•,:it,, ,i, ::i.~t.::iS i•'?N ,:it, o~wbi S~=i!.·~ 

~•.i)i.:)'i .ii~.i) '1N 'MNW 7•:i, t:li.ii ON ,i, v::::::i o~, + j,i::::,w: ~,~•t, w~ f':jli:-i 3 

1)bb o:, ,t,~: :-ib1 7i:iV Wj?::lb :ir1NW 7.iiii:J.li::l 'i':, :i~ii:, :ib . b ~:bb :ij?ri'i 

:,r,N =-JNW 1~·n:::i 7,o~~i, ~:j'it'b::l 1b.li N::i.~, ,n~=,~ 7,b: c~iMN ji 1)•Nt!,! '1N 

'?:::iiiri ~: 6 • 7~~n::i. .ri•i't, N'? c i),:::l.li) ~: ~,w :,~ '~iNw o:ib i.ri,~ MN~li NS ,SN 

,i, ibNW 'bi 7t, ::i.~·ii Ni:,t!-' 'iN :,nNi o,S: 7'? ::i.~~n ,~,Nw o:n i·nN 

. ii0t~iV '~: 7:1 7= r1"iV.liW j".li~~, 7~ij,b 7::i. ii•,v~ j: •: + :,:ii 7.til''i N'?:, 5 

j:11 + b~i!.":j:,t, i;:, ,~t,,v i"NW oii,li:i ~~w~:,t, t,,:~ 0iN tNW • W'i~t, 7•1::t j: 

'='li ri,::.,b ~.ri·w.v 1i;)= li1,lii:i :,t,N ·n•i!'.li 0~ 'li'Ni ~:lib '.liNC' 7~,,o~~ i:, 

jbiiS :,,v:~~, i::i.i::i. o·.v,,~, ti•:b o•iriN '~Nw 7n·::i.::i. :,j,wn ~•,v c•b NS 7 'iN 

• oiN ~~:i. .ti)ii::i NS:: ri,i!.~.lii, '?,:· :,r,~:, :,7 '?:, . o~b::i.i oii'?::i. .nbip N'?i 

j"N1 ♦ 7'? '~::i.~~n c:,w '1N .17•:,, .ti0bn, .nSi; ,V•ii::l1 v,~:, ,Sw r,"':, l,'1'ii w~N, 8 

N•::ti:,', rSi:~ ,~:, N'?iV t,,v .17lib::l.1 '"iV.li j~i:w j~i1:::l.0 i•:, •= :,w,vn :,~ 7t, 'iN 

:,7 7.,, Sv, o'?i!'t, 7::i.~·n~ "bi ri~~:i o~::j ~,iV: •i:iw b~tv~::i. NS, .liii;:: 7,~b 

n,,,.,n '~N, • 7,~ Sv N=,,~ o·biri~ 'i.liii;, o:i'?t:n~ 0j,i .nn'?w r,i)bSN 0 

N1i!.'~ r,••;-;w ~~t,, V'iN:, Wi\ii '?ii; ,t,••:,w 'iV'i'~: j=ri~ 0~i d .i)1ii W•N ,~): 

:iril,' o·n~ 7•:-,,::i.~::o i= Sv 10 e i!."ii':::l. i::i.iV~'i, '~ o·b• ,~,N.ri, :,:i. ::i.wn • o~):j 

inNi:, N'?N v,~ NS o:,', ~= c ,),::li·~ ~: •it' :ib 'biNiV ili,Nb ,.ii,. . 7~~n:: 

1iVii'l.' .iiil~::i. :,; t,, ,,~ I I + 7,1~: O"iliNi, ,v,:, N'?, S•Ni:i li'i~N iiVN: i:lri1b 

--------------------------------

,1 XXII. 21. bXXI. 16. C XXI. 15. d \'Cf. 8. e See Deut. 

-
.) 



XXI. 31-34. COMMENTARY ON JOB. 

'~= :,: :,w,v.n :,~ i~ '~i',, i.,.,n:l iriiN iC~., ii!-'~ Ni:, .,~ ♦ ,:ii i·)::::i ',.v i.,J~ 

'b~., ~~ ,,.v 'p:,', :liiV., iN • bi', :,~~ipr,~ ViNi i)i.V o~~iV i',J~ :,',,vr~', ·~NiV 

.,iMN Ni:ii 32 :li~:l i.,~., ',:'.:j ~i:, i', o',t:,~ .,~ :,,vi:, :,w.vw Ni:i, c :,t:,1,1'.!'i :,~ i', 

.,n ,)~Ni i', :,ri\i NS :iii:lp CJ j::::i:i • ,,:l:'.:j:l S:li., nii:li'i, ,~~., ',:'.:j xtonw 

NS .,:'.:j ,,i'w~ w~,J ',.v NSN .,:'.:j 'Ni, i.,~~ 1i:lj'.li)iV 'l'i'Ni .,),~:'.:j o.,.Vi j~iic.,.,:. 

'~i • c.,~~ .v:.w .n,~., i:'.:j r,',wi::~:, :iNi:l.li~ pi w.,,J ri,w.v', :iNi:.r,:, i::::ic~~ 

',:'.:j d ip::ii,., c.,:.Jii '~:'.:j • ',n) .,:lJi ,i, ,i'.n~ 33 • piic~ NS:l l'i;~', i:,~., ij,w~ -
i.,iMN1 i.lii~ .lil):l o~:lJi:, i', r;,ir,~i Oi)', pi :li~ i', j'~ .,: + o•~., ,1':liV Ni:, j:'.:j 

piic.,~ NS:. r,~ :,.,:,Nw, ,i,~ '~:'.:j o.,r-., .V:liV :,.,:,N 1.:i~ ~~ '~~.,i jtv~~ a,N ',:'.:j 

i.,~:j't~:, i~C~ i.,N i.,):;i',i 0.,i,~J 0Y"J.,i:l ,.,~N CiN ',:'.:j 'Ni i:,i~~ i1:l:'.:j:l i:lj')1 

t,.,x,:, ',:,:, .,:i~n)ii j•~i 34 • ,.n~ i:'.:j'it' i:;io~ n~ ,.,:::::i',i ,.,~ 1N + ,,,:l:'.:j:.i i~iSiV:1 

0l,'i c:,~.,n:. i~.,).,N iVi)~ t,~,V::11 ori,~:., o:,~.,n:l c:,', :li~iV o~,,~J c~,ViVi W.,i 

0:'.:j.,.ni::i,wni • ',:.:, .,~i~n)ii ,~N o:,~ -i.ni., .,.,M:l :ip,',:, ~)N • .,~,~:'.:j eil,'Ji)., NS ciN 

~.niN r.v~vi~ 0.liNW ri~i~J::i ',,v~ i~W) f .VC'i 0iN p',i1 :,7 .,', i':l"W~ 0liNW 

',,v + h t,,i,~ i::i :,t,,i,~i 1~:'.:j :,t,.,,v~', o:, i~:l1ip g 1'iiV:l i~iV j1W',~ iNW: 'N'.,i 

iMNiV 'p:,:1 riii~:, o~,i,wi:, t,,v :,.,N ~'i:li :,~:, [Fol. I 2 b] : ,.,,i,', 1~.1'~ i:'.:j 

i.n:l.,~ .v:,~ ,).,N ':'.:j'::::i'.V'Ni i ,~i:l.v: .,:'.:j ~,w :,~ 'iN :i:1,to ~).,~ ',:'.:j:. o:,', :l.,to:iw 

c:i~~M::i ,.v,~i i,.,:'.:j.,iV o.,~., 7iix:l x',i o.,::l:l x',, riiN.,i:l:l NSi 1,~~:l NS o:i~ 

J•)~~ :,pni c.,J)Wi r,:::.vw ,',.v:,i ici.,~~:i, :,:'.:j,,~:, ~)N S::i c:,', 1ni) Ni:i ~: 

~i, iiVN i,~ St:)1 .,):l ri~~:, ~i, 1.n: ,wx :i:lito:, S.v ,i, .,ri.,,,:i, ,.,ri,:l.V ~.,ii.V)~i 

cniNiV 7~.,t,x i::l.,tV., MN7 ',l)i : o~~n~ li1~ 'iM:lN~' i,1' j~iVp i.,i1C.,.,:l ic~•i 

.li'i.,i:lS .Vi Ni:iw .,~ x',x ,~•n:l 0iN iC.,.,~ 'p:, tN ni~i:lS o•.v, i.,:, x', o.,,i,i!'i 

ii!'l)., i:, ~•w:;i:, c•~ii.Vi op.,i nS.,w .n,)~',x, o.,~,n~ x:~, ,wx~w :-r,.,~:l :i,.,~ 

.Vi i).,N o~ ',:.x • i),~~~, ,~::.~ op.,, ,:in',w~, w.v .,::;i', ,~.,n:. i.nix:l ,, iS 

',.v ,~oriw k i:l ',.v::::i.n :,~ r,x~n CNit' • ,.,.,n::i ·,c~~~ i)~N c~~w', NSN ri,~i:lS 

a vcr. 20. 

e Ps. LXXIII. 5. 
ivcr.15. 

b Job XX. 27. c Eccl. VIII. 4. d Job XXXVIII. 38. 

.f Job XX. 29. g Lev. XVIII. 6. lz Num. V. 12 . 

vcr. I 6. k Job XXXV. 6. 



63 COI\tMENTARY ON JOB . XXI. 20-30. 

. ~ji~:: + ii': ij•l) iNi' 20 + a j;"iN:::l c•t:~C' C':i',N iV' ~: .v,~, i;·m ''M:::l Ni:,w 

:,~ ·: 11 : b ,,~.v ~,w ~:::n iiVN ,j,~: c•jr,~ n~n~ :iniV'iV '~ . ,,w rn:n~, 

,::::::::, ,.w.,ii i~o~, ,,j::. ~~w~ ,iio·,', ,::.', c·w,, piNi,,w iMN ,n,::.: ,::.:~n 

N', 'i'l,' '.V'W~, ♦ iiC ,i, C ,',,: v:::n N::.:,, '~~ ,:::::.:n n',~, ♦ ,;~~ 

:,•:, c,',w j?i c:,::. N', :,~, c:-i:. n,~w', ,ri,::.', ,,.v ::.,w, N',, • d c:,,~, ,:::ii' 

',,~ :,i!'',, ,-~~~ N;,', n.v, ,ri,N ,r~',, + ',N ',.v:, + n.v, ,~s, SN',:, 22 ,.~,::. 

• :it:::. c:,,~, :-,',::., Ni:i, ,j,N ,•j:::,', 1,~:::,w :,~: ,:,w•~, ,j~~ iiO,,li'iV ,,iMN 

ri.v,1 ,•:ii r,l)i CiN ,~',, :,',N ',.v:, 'iN: iinK, c•~~ ::.o,~ r,;, n',~ :-,j:,, 

iiVN c:~ inN W' N',:, t,,, c~, • iiC"'n,, ini,::.~, ,,, c.v,,,,, ~~iV' c,~i Ni:iw 

',: K', c::,i::.,', :,~:,, ♦ liNl:i :,,~:, N•:, :,~ n.v, ,~',~w ',N:, c,i'~::. i:::li~ 

,n,~,',•w, ,~,n c:::.v~ n,~,.z, .vwi:, :-i,, 23 •j,~~: tic,,,~ t:,~,t!' tr,w c•.vwi:, 

'i!'~j= ri,~,w 25 iilN l,'Wi 'Niri, C'~' .v::.w N•i::. ,n~ N',::. ,•',w, pN',w ♦ ,',,: -
c n,::.,N',n ',w~ n~o,~ pN',w ',w ,~', . 'ji~: • ,', :,n•:, N', :ii,::.i' o~ :,,~ 

ri':::l::. pt:il,' :,~w~ pw',::.i j~i'i!' yi::.•j? Cij?~ + Wj•~t: + C,i'iV t,j,V ,,~•~l,' 24 

r::. Wi~:, W,iV 'J'i'Ni g :"ij,W~ '~: li'Mi',n', N',~ :ij,iw• ,,n,~:::i, n,~, :fi::.:, 

r,::w' i~l' ',,i, ,n, ,~ 20 riNl tN • :ii~ w~~::. r,~w i,:i, ,,',w, p~',w n~w ,ri,N 

iiO''li' :,~::., ,ri,~::. ,', .v,, ,,,n::. ,', .Vii!' N:l~~ • c:,,',.v :,o:n :,~, ,n,~ 

j:i 27 • ',::.:, C:'i:::li iN:l~~ :,r,~w iV~j:l n,~,iV ii~~ l,'Wi ,~,, ,,:,w c',i,i,:, 

n,r~,;~, •',.v c:::.',::. :,,:, ;iN~i' • ,,,::.:::. ,r,,,:,::. ,',,i, cn::.wni1 ':1wn~ 'lil'i• 

•j,',:j n,;:w~ :i·K, :'ij n['J::. :,,K 28 i~N', ,',~n, :,n,i, ,o,~nn ,',.vw o~n, .vw, 

S: c·.v,,•:, 7ii ,,::.,.v N',:, 29 • ,,::.K n:::j', Cji.v:1 ,~ c~·K C'l'w,:, ,i,~, 

c::i, ',.v ,,~.v ,, ',.v, . 1z jii ,i::.,.v ',:l c:,',N N', ,, ',,i, c,.v.i~:,, y'iK n,i,i' 

.Vi:, :-,,:-,, ri,~:, c,, il' ·~ 7".!'r,, ,,~ c,•', ,: 36 i c',,.v ni::.'nj', ,',Kw, iNii 

r,ii:VW c,, ,.v, li~W c,, ,ri~~ il,' c:-t::. iV'~i, Ni,, c,.v, c•.v~~, tiic,, ',:~ 

Ji~ n.v', 'n:wn iWN 'i'l' c,, ,n,~ i'i i~ c,, ,', j'Ni ,,',,i, ,~: :in•~ 'i,O'' 

<
1 Ps. LVIII. I 2. b Job VI. 4. c Prov. XXX. 27. d Ps. L V. 24. 

e Hos. XIII. j. f Mishnah Menachoth 86 a. g Gen. XIII. 1 o. h Lam. I. 12. 

i Jer. VI. 16, reading c::-.~ for :•:,~. J Job XXXVIII. 23. 



XXI. 9-U_J. COM~lE~TARY ON JOl1. 

b iii~:lt~ i?:iN~ pri)~ '~~iV '~~ N?i iii~~ ci',iV c:i·ri:: g l,'Wi j~i,p cn~w 

\l'ii~7 G :,7~, d ,~', ,:nv~ N? o·n:::1 i~•',N, • c 'n•:: ',,:::1• ',~~ ,~,::::, ,,t,:::1 '~N :,nv 

,,~irii :"'1)•::~:i ~~~p~ iN rin', l,'il:"'1 N::::•w ',~.v~• N?i + :,~l) j'j'D Ni,~W :"'1:lj'):"'1 

Nij,) yin', 7',w,~:, -:::, ',:i [Fol. 12 a] • j"T•i~p•~N '~~:ii '~N :,1~, I~~~~~ NS 

• 0~~~1~ jN:::a::i iii?W" 11 ',i:i·w •S:1~ ,::,l):, ~',~:, :i::p):, ii::•l) •inN, . j:l 

N?::, ',,,~ l-'1tvl)W:i c:iw •~', o:i,S•, : i~0N t:Nii' n·::'J '•~N 1·•~:::1, ,n~ N?:: 

,::,~ iNw• 'i'l,' ,~D NS oN, c',,p iNw~ 12 • o•i•::N:i ,',:i::::~, ,,pi• l)i l-'~~ 

:,~:: ,S:::1• I3 • o:i•liw~ nn~w:1 i:i•i~:, N? ••):., • ::~,l-' ',ip', ,n~w·, • e i•il)i 

,n:.n iWN •),~~ N?i • j~iio•· N?~ • inii• ',,Nw l-'~i:::11 • l,'~), ?ii~ N?:: o:,•~• 

:,r,l), ::,~:1 O)••;l) ,•~7:, :,~ il,', . l,'i~i~ ,i, :in,)~ l,'~i:, i~n• O)i .f•W~) j')M~ 

7•:i,, r,l).,, • B' o•:,',N i::l) Nii!'•~ ,)~~ i,o ?N? 'i~Ni!' 14 c:,•wl)~ :,~ i•~T• 

i~W) ~~ l):i::l :,~ i)i:.l)) •:i •ii!J :,~ 15 h ")l)•ii:, ,.,, 7~:iii 7~:, i):l~M N? 

',',~r,r, N? :,r,Ni 'ii ?l,' • i', ',',:::ir,) •:i i)', :"'1):,) :,~, ?"l,'1) :,~i 1lii~W~ 

o:, N? o:,', w•v :1,~:, ',:: o::,~ oi•:: N? 1:i 16 • i ·:: l-'~~n ?Ni :,r:, o.v:i il-':: 

',~:1, ,:::1 l-'~~) •:i ',•l)i) :,~ 15 ·~,N :,ril), o:,', :,r,•:, o•:i',N:,~ •::, o~:i:l)', i::•~:, 

0~ ·~ o:,•C,l)~:i :"'1Wl,'N N?i on,~:l ,~,N N?W •)~~ :,pr,i 0"l,'iVi ri::::l) 16 nN7 

~ j 7.l)i• o•l)Wi .,,N t:l~ 0lii~NW ,l),• o•l)i!'i i) :,~~ 17 ♦ crin',::.::, •r,l)i• 

7~:, :in ,:::i~:1 o:,', p',r,• c•',:1r, k 1.1)',:::, 11~) i·Ni • oi•N ,~•',l) N::• ;-,~~2 
• iiii ")~', y,~~ i•:,•w 18 m ,~N 1iiM o:: n',iV• • t o•~•l)):: •', ,',~) o•',:1n 

i:::1N• ii:::)? i',',~:i r,i~Ni!' l,'Wi:"'1 rl,'~ + :"'1°bio ir,5~~ f1~:i, + rii',p:: ~iii)W 

::,to:: c:,•~· ,',:),• 7:i ',::,w inN, '".ViVi:"'1 i"i i~ o:,', :,•:,~ p 1l ,·N ,i~N• 1"Ni 

• ,ri,:i:: ',7~w :,~ i•iMN i•)::', i~w• ,:,N i•):1', 1~:i:• :,·hN 19 • a ,nri~ ',,Nw ,~i::, 

i~:::w :,~ i•·n:: l)tvi? o',w', ,i, :,•:,, ,ri~p) N•:i nNn i•inN il,'iT ni:i•, ,i,iV 

a Ps. CXXVIII. 6. b Job XVIII. 14. c XX. 28. d XV. 28. e Isa. XLII. 11. 

f Job VII. 15. ~ ~lal. III. 14. h Ps. XXV. 4. i Jcr. VII. 16, reading ~6 
for Ss. .i Job X VIII. 5. k X VIII. 12. / Ps. X\'I. 6. m Ps. LXXVIII. 45. 

n Job XX. 7. o vcr. 13. 
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XX. 22-29. COJ\1MENTARY ON JOB. 60 

N',N • c,~, 7,iN,, t,,r,, Ni, i~ Si, :,; ,:h ',i, Oi!.' Ni,, ,',::,N', i'itv :,,:,, N',i!,• 

',~ ,i, .,:::.:, iN ,: rm:,', i,.:o :,,:,,, :,Ni,~:, ,:to:: ,',::N~ ,,:i, ij,~O .iiN?~.: 22 

,: ri',w, iN ,:to: N',~', ~:,, 23 i.ii'tiiV:i',, ,i, i:::.::,', i:Ni.:.ii w',ri, ',~i, i' ',~ 7~ 

'',i, ♦ a .ii'i~), iVN o·ri::i ,~~Si, "j~~,, ,~ri',: .ri,::,', ,i, ,:.ii, N',w ,::iN pin 

pw:~ Mi:~ 24 ON ,.,w.: 'N w~, ,',::N~ ,~in', 1r.~n',: ,~n,', rii,:: ,~i~iw, ,~i,~n 

r,~~~N~, r,::,::,~, rip"i.:~ :i"il'.ii~ . Mth,w ~,xw~w 1.: N:::.:,~~, :in rij:: ',;i.: 

i,,~~ :,;w .:in:, i~ OiXiV~ Mi.: ON ,,i, :,:::.:,i • !):,~71=11;1 • :,::i',w: ,~',i,w i.iiiX 

i~::;:,w ,:to:: :in,:, o::.ii, ,:ip~.:il'i yn:, ~:: n,.,:', ',,::~ N~ r:~p~ .iii~:,', 

yi,:,i x::::~ i:to.:.: fM:,i yin:~ i'l':,tv ~::i', 1:to.:~ i'M:, ~1',w', :,:::i~ ON ~',w 25 - -
rn 'i ',i, j,"i:::, x,:itv ,~:::.v yr,:, ~,',w', ',::,~ ON o~, ♦ iNiV~ rri:i, fti Sw :,,j~ 

i.ii::l .ii~M~ :,i~i~:, i~ 7,',:,~ ~',w yn:, ON ,,i, :,:::.:,., j',:i~ i.iii,it?~ • b ji:v 

w~N:i :,7 ',i, + o~~~N ,,',i, + i.iii.::::.:',, ,:pi', jto:i.: iXiV~i :,r,w~: :,:w O"iN:i, 

j,io~:, :,7 '~~ i~ . i~t~.ii in::i', ,~',i, w~ 'l'il'tv"i.: c ,N~w o~~w', :,',i,w ,: i.:iw 

d ,~~,',i, i:,7 ,~:,~:::.:', r,~to 7wn ',:: 26 '.ii"ii~.ri i,iNtv :,7 ',i, '~~ ~.iix:::~ Ni,, 

:i~:i~ iN • iN.: r;i, ,.v ,i, :i~:iw :,~ ,:~~ ,~~',.v~ Oj OiN ·:.:~ o~',.v:,w .,~::;:,w 

n~: N', i!.'N ,:i',=xr, ,i, ji::i:::.: ~,~ .:iw .,,.:o :i~:iw o,p~.: ,i, :,,:,~ 7tvn wii•~ 

.vi~ e :,: :,ii,: n~"i::ii) ',r,:~ ~,~ .ii~i!.·: 'ii ',_v 7N toi~i:i ',w ,:~x wx:, :,7 ~~ 

o,p~ ',::: iNw:', ,i, ~,N ~~ to',~~w ,r,~.: ~::~ w·x .:wn~ ',:-,: ,,i, ':::ii ,~iw 

r,.v:::w ir,pi,:::.: ',_v ,:i,:.v~ 7~.:, ol:i.v::i, i.iio::, ,:,i, o~~tv ,i,j~ 27 o',i~iV N:::.:~~i!.' 

~~ 7i.:w', :,:,~ rN ff 'i',V i:,i~cw~ OiN ~:.: ',~w + :,~~ipn~ r,ixi +f O~M 

. 7~i,o ~r,1~ ',:: 7,.:.vr,w 7~',.v .iii~x iWX~ iiio ~:: Oj o~:~~,Ni, ,i, ,::::i:i 

• ~i,~j x,:iw 1z wp wtv,p', '~ijir,:: 'N'~, o~inx', N~i~, ',',j: x:i~ • ',,:~ ',j, 28 

r,ii~: • .iii',): y,n ,:i,::~i,,~, • ,',,:~ o,p~r~ ',)~ '.V'N'::ii wp :i~:i~ ,',,:~ ',~ ~~ 

x',, ,,~:w jiN, ',7j:, ',_v 'i':, ',w ,~x c,~: i:i:::.:~:i, w,i~.iin ,~ri,Ni.:n :,:~:,r, 

l'ii~X itvN ',~:: ,:~i 7~ p',n :,j 29 :',Mi tv.:,~ nii)::, i l'ii)',::i: :,~:.::~ iwx:: 

',N~ ,.,~N r,Sn:, '~'~ • ,:,to', N~n ',_v 'N'~ ,i~x .ii',n~, ,~,,,',.v~~ ,~:::.v ',.v 

a Ps. XI. G. b Prov. XXV. I 8. c ver. 6. d ver. 1 I. e Isa. XXX. 33. 

f referring to XIX. 7. g Nab. III. 19. It Ex. V. 1 :2. i ver. 17. 



59 COM~1ENTARY ON .1013. XX. I2-2I. 

i~li l:,v ,~v, . 7t, o~ j~-c·ui 1~, r::iw,n ol:,,v;-,w ,~~ p~,~ ;-,•:, xt,, ,xt:n::i ;-ii 

,~~,t,v n,:,v '~~, p::ij'ii :,~i xl:,~ o~v~~::i i::ipn':L' 7~:::.v t,.i, ni~N iu.,x~ a ::i~u.,n 

• :,,Vi ,~::i::i i'~n~n 0~ 12 [Fol. I I b] : i'~,::: :."C.·n·C' ~,~ o,x ~j::i :,~,~ :,~:, ,·N, 

:-i~i~no~ ox o~ino~:: =~,~, o~in, 7½,,:, ni•:,', ,~::,::i :ij'in~ :i.v·,:, :,r,~:, ON 

n,~,l-' '~iNw :,~',.v:,:, x~:i, ,~n 7,n::i :,jJ.'j~~, 13 :in,t,~t,~ p,riv~, ,jiu.,½, nnn 

l:,::::1 .lij'\iiiV ,t, ,j,t!.'t, nnn :,~:,, =,,0:::1 N?i WNi::i xl:, :iniN :,',~~ xl:,u., ,~~,t,l-' 

w::i, ni::i,~ nNw~ ,t,~ b 'nE:lW :,j:::i,~n n:::ij '~ ,t,,:i:'; ~:ix ,,.~w ,~~ :i~~ip:i 

,~;nt, 14 • c•jiu.,', Miin o~,,, ~n~ii' ~::, ,~i,N '~~ r,pnw; n~u.,~ ,j,w', nnn ::i',n, 

ii,~i::~ ,~t,:N~, ,~n', =,,o::i ~~ i~i:, 7,,N::i ,~rio:,L;, i,~,~ N?W ,,i, :,::.:ii i•l,'~::i 

Nt, ~~ ,~::.:.v:: Ni:, ,:ii:, :,t,~~ :,,ot, ,x ,::iij'::i c~jn~ n,i,,~t, ,t, 7::,:-ij ,~l,'~:l 

,j~~i'., int:::i l,'l:,:: o•o~~, l:,•n 1s ,::i,i'::i jn~ niii~ :,•:ii:' :,~ o,t,~ ,:~:.::i i~iV~ 

'1M1il,' :,l:,~n 7~::ii ,~~,t,l,' ~i1j1l,' :,',~•, t,N 1jiV•ii~ i::i i~•',J,':,U., 1j~:l~ •i',~::i 

tt'Ni :,i~ '~~, ',w~ ,i, o:,•ju.,, d it-'::ii ~i:,j 7~:, • o•jn::, c•x, 16 • t,:,i'::i 

,o~ :,i~ ,::i j~t,w~, ,,w::i 7,nt, ,~::, :in,n oiN iw,~u.,~ 1n::,:, 7,,, • e :,j1,,t,, 

u.,nj u.,iiu.,~ '~~ r,,•n •~~,~ i~ . :i.v~N • ::il:,n ,::i :,•~~, :,~:, 7,n Oj~j:, :,;,, 

l:,::ipw ·::,', o·i'~,::::;-, OJ,' :,j:,• N::i:i ol:,,l,'t, ½,:ix :,7:, ol:,,.v::i ,j~, 'n'Ni f'J)::i~ N:::• 

:,~~n, it-'::ii o::i iiV~ 0•i:,j:, ~~',::,::i Mi~',~:. Ni• t,N 17 '~~N i~ l:,l,' 1j•i i::~ 

i~.tiit'j, ,~:i:l,'::i Ni:, l)_j~t:J :,~ ':N :in.v, t,i~'it-' :,~ ::i•u.,•u., ,::i, :,~:, l,'~• ::i•w~ 1s 

',•nu., SD:i t,·n x,:i inii~n x,:iw ',•n ::i~w~ Ni:iu., '~~ ?i~iV :,~ ',l,' ::i•w• ,L;,~l,':. -
o,~.v• Nt,, • 7,~:, i::i,:i ,t, x::iw ·~~ S•n~ =,~ i~ t,l-' • ,n,,~n :'inl,' 1nj ,.v•~• 
i~ g V:lit-':i ',~ n:wj, t,pu.,~ ',l,' ~,:,, ':::,~i' .v~• n',~v •::,Si ,.v•~• ',·n:. =,x 

j'n,, V:li ·~ 19 il,'•~·~ ,t, N::iW .v~•:, 'i::,? i,~,~ j::li t,DU., O•U.,jN J,'•~· ,:i,in::, 

:,~:.•w ii::o :,•;-, x,:i, o:,~ t,,D;"l •~ 1z :ii"C.'::i :i,u., ~,•:::1::i n•:: J,'•~:,t, o•t,, ,no::i 

,~t:::i::i ,.t,'it-' ,n,•;-,::i .vi• x', •~ 20 • i',N ,ji!'•i,~ ,~~::~ n::.:•t,~ Ni:i, i~ xt,, ,j~~ 

xt, t,i~:, i~ t,,~x', ,~~n Ni:iw ,~~::i ,~~nt:.' :,~::i ,,,~n:: • ?D:i i~ :iNt,~:, 

'j•::, ,x 0'1',~ i"NC'~ :,•:, NS i•r~n t,j~:, ',.v n~,::i Ni:iw •::,t, ,~i'it-' rx 21 t:S~• 

a ~ls. ::'t!-':'1, b Cant. IV. 11. c Ps. LXVI. 17. dver. 17. c Deut. 

XXIX. 17. ./ Isa. XIV. 29. g Gen. XLI. 3o. h Isa. V. 8. i ver. 15. 



XX. I-II. COMi,lENTAR Y ON JOB. 

~:i,,:1 7',:, ~:i ii~:,;:,', ,i, :i~:i nwp,.v~ :in~:, ,:iii 1~x, c~r,:, ',_v p.v,::: Ni:i, 

~:,~~ j~Nw :,~ ,,:1lii int:·x o~ ,,,c ~n~ ,:i,:1.v~i, ,,~:1 ,~_vi ',:iw, 7wn 

x:::~~ i:li i!'iW x', ~:i 'p:, ~,N~ :,7 ',:iw lii~i!-,, o~.v,,~ '~.vw,', '~~N • o',,_v:, 

ini!'Ni ,~,:1.v x', ',:1x ,:i,1:1~ onx c~n, ',1~ ,~x o~x~iw:, .vw, i,~~ ox ~:i • ,:. 

1:i', 2 • ,~,::: j.v~, XX. 1 : a ,i, :i~~ipn~ yiNi ,:::,::: ,~:.~w~ :,7 t,_v, ,nn~i!.·~ ',:i, 

~:1 ~r,,,~:i~~ '~~ • ~~ ~w,n 1:i ,,~.v:1, 7ri,~.v', ,:1, ~:,:1~w~ ~~~.vc :,',N j~i:1, ',li 

ii~iN:1 i~i:lt"T ii',:1 ~~ii:, iiVN:l J~ri~:,', iili p:::xn:,', ',,:i~ ~~~NW 7~~w:,', 

,~i, ,c,~, ,~n~:i,~ :inxw .v~,w ~~x ~n~~t,:i ,c,~ 3 ~,:iw • b ,:1,~ iilNi ,~~:1n 

:,~~i,~, :,~it, ',c, p, :,:1:,x ',w ,c,~ :,7 1,x, ♦ C :liil ~~~~ o:i', ,,,~ 7i~N:1 ri 

~n.v,~ nxm 4 • ~~t,,.v~~ • ~~~.v~ iN • 7', ri,~lii, ~~~~li~ 7~,~,:1 1~:1~ ~~x ~n~:1~ n,,, 

o',,.v:, ~:,,~ tN'i!-' 'iN 'liNW ViN ~i,li c,x i~iiV lili ,n,x i~ ~ o',ili:1 ~:-m:1 

• :iN:i~, :1,,p~ 7~ o~~prin ~i, • o~.vw, n~~, ~:is : d :,~.v~ x',, c~n p.v:::~ li'i!'ii!-' 

Ni, ~:i c ,pw 1,w', :i.v~~i~ ,.v 'i'li • .v~, ili ,~:i ~~n nn~·iv, • :ii:N .v~,:i, 

x', Ni:,, 'i':, :i.:i,N ,',~:i c',,.v', :iNi~w =-pn ~,,p, ri~~~pn~ :in~:, Nt,w ,~r,,:1~~ 

.v~~~ :llii, iWNi'.V ,.v ,:i:1,~ + ,x~w c~~w:, :,',.v~ ON 6 :iN,~~, ti~,n~ Ni,N ,,:1.v 

~~ t,',,~n:,:i ,,~~ iN f t,t,~:, ili:1~ '~:i ,i,i,~:i 7 • ',~~ Ni, c',,_v',w ,,:1c x:i~w 

nr,,~, ,n',~~ 'i~ TNW ~~i, ,:i~:1~:,w :,~, • c,N ~~:1~ ,:1x~ n:::~', ,~:imi!-' :1.v:, 

1,~1n ,~:i ,,,~, N:::t~~ Ni,, tii.v~ o,',n:i s Ni:iw ,.v . g ~j:~',wn, ~~rixw~ ~:i ,,,.v 
--

,~~:i. 10 + ,~,p~ i~:i1:, iW~ i\l.':, i~iiW.li iili N','1 + il'iNi in~7iV ii!-'~ rl) 9 + :,',~', - -- ------ -- - --
o~',,:, CJ.' ,c~~~n~w 1i:::i pw',~ '~'~, o~i,, ,pwli ,~~~ '::: 1iici1', ~ i!-'~i ,:::7.; 

r,~, l~~w '~:J 'Ni~ ho~',, :lili v:::i ~:i 'N~w ~~i, ',:1x + 'li'N'~:i, o,',1~w t,7~:, i~ 

7,~:1 JiN ON 'i'li ♦ ,,~:1 jiN iN iili::l ,~,~ ,:1~w~ ♦ ,n,:i:1 ',1~w :,~ ,~,N :,~:i.wn 

,n,:i ',_v:1 :1~w:,', ,i, :i~:ii!-' :,~ iiw,.v:. ,,,.v:1 ,~~'i!':,t, :,:::, x', c~w ii:,p~n,:, 

,~~,i,l' r,:i~:,, c',li ni7~~ • ,~i,li~ n,~,.v ,Ni,~ ,~,:1N, ,~ri,~:::.v 1 1 • ,~,nN ,:i,:1~w~ 

~,,:,, ::~,~ Ni:,i p~,::: i.liiN t:1i!.'it7 ,~:,w :,nli ili CiN ~~:i.~ iil'iC~i ,~',li~ ii!'N 

',:i ~:i i~',.v ,~~i:in~w o~,,c~ ~,~ ',.v 'i':, cri,N :,',~~ :in.v ,~i!-'li~~ o,',_v~, inc:i 

a XX. 27. b XVIII. 2. c XIX. 29. d referring to XIX. 7. e Prov. 

XII. 19. f I K. XIV. 1 o. f:" Ps CII. I I. Ii ver. I 9. i XI. 14. 



57 CO!\1l\1ENTARY ON JOB. XIX. 24-29. 

i.V'? . ·~~it,' il,' ii::::li c•',w:, N',, .i:i~i.v, ',1i::::l tl,'~ 24 '~N i::l iMNi + riiii,', 

:iNin N',w ,~',, . j)~i.v::::i, ii~:, ',.v niiM :,•:,• ',ri::::i, tc.V: ,~ • 1i::::rr ii:i:::::l 

iNi + riir,:, t:iij)~ ',::l: iinw Ni:,w .l'ii~il) i:i ,~,i!,~~ i::::lN:i 1:ii', ,~~~ :,:i,n::l:, 

N', ,,i,::) ,,~~ii.l'i :,~', ',N :o,~ i;1 ,n.v,, ,jN, 25 ♦ ,.v', t:l'"j)liMi :,:i,n::l:, :iNili 

',::), ,.v, ~::) ,j~~ ij)0~, iiVN::li ·~,', :,:i:,i 11,nN, . ,j~~ n,~i:,', t:l::)', :,,:, 

Ni,, ,,::::i,, ,:in::l,w :,:i:ii ,r,,:, i::l ',.v ,j::lri • ',NiJ', ,', oij)• . ,:i ,,J:i, ,:i:,iN 

Ni,, ,,i:i::::i, ,jp,,:i:•w ,n ',NiJ •', w, ,::l ,Ji.Vi, •jN, •,', 'll', c~, . :i',~ in::l'iV' 

c',,.v:i i~l' ',.v w,,,.~, • ,jp,,~,, c,i', c•~iinN .niiii:i ,n :in.v ,j•N cN, ,~.v,wi, 

iMNi ♦ MN1 ,~pj ,,,.v iMNi 26 ♦ b ,,~:i ,~.v ,S.v n,w, a ,',w~ ,~.v ',.v 1,N ,~:::) 

wp~~ •n,,:, nN7 JiiN::l:i:i ,,,.v ,,:iw, • c n,1:, iVNi:i ~i',j::l '~::l • ,~i'j ,,,.vw 
:,,:,w :,i',N r,iNi', :,::::ii ,r,,,:, =-Ji'•~:,, :,::),~:, ,,w:i~, ♦ ,,;~:i ,,:i, iN:,,w 

c•to~w to~,w ·,w', :,i',N 'iN w,, . •ii::li:i iiVN :,',N:, n,::l~:, :,~ ,i, :,j,.v 

,r1,~Nw ,;nN:i nN7 tiio,: ,;,~',:,, ,,,.v ,~p~w o•Niiw inN, t,,, c~, • ,,w:i::::i, 

n,,~:, ,',N '1N:i Ni, ,::l i~,', c:,,i:ii:i ,j,.v,w,,, d ,,,o ,.i,~ ',::) ,~,:i.vn :,',.v~', 

n~i::ln~~, • ,iw:i~, • ',N,~'iV ,~,:i, ,~.v,w,:,', niMN 7ii c,.v,,, 0j•Ni ,,w,:i i'i 

.v,,, ,:',, ,', :iTMN •;N iT.VN 27 ,.n,,:~ ,,,,, :,i',N :iNii ,~N ,~,,j,l' i::lin, + ,iw:i 

tNi •j,rt:i ,r,,,',::) i',::liV iMN N',i ,,,o,, + ii,::l,:,i iNi ,~•,Vi iMN N', e iW~j Mi~ 

i~N,w c::~ w•:, 1ii~Nn ,::l 28 • c,,::l1:, n,~.v,, ni,',::lw •~',, ,jN N',~ o:i:i ,,::l~ 

~,,j :,~ ··~ iN • o·NSn:i io'1·~ Ni:iw ,:i N~~j -,:i, w,w N',:i, • ,:i,~i,n :,~', 

i::lii :in•:, ,',,Nw • ,:i N~~~ i:ii w,v N',:i, t SN ,~::l •~i~i,n ~~', 'iN Ni:iw ,i, 

c::l,~ c::l',,,~:,:i ,~,~::l ,p',n N',v • :i,r. •j~~ o::l', ,.,,~ 29 ",i:i ',w::lj N', :iiw• 

n,j,.v ,,,:i,:i ,:i', :i,~::,', ini:i: c,,:i ,~,~p~, ,,,:n o•.v::l~ CiNtv :,~n ,::l ,t,.v 

:inNtv t!-'ji,l::, + g Nitv~~ ,j1l,' ',11;', :,',N :,wi.V ',.v ::liM N•:i:,', Ni:, 'iVj1.V + ::::liM -
?"W ,::l ji::l~1 C::lM ',,V :,',ii~:, ,n,,,w n.vi', t:l::l::::l:i', ,~,'iV i::l jl)~',i + ,n,N ji 

Ni:, 1,,, ',,~o:i :,•:, o:i,, i :i,,:i, ,n~i'iV 1z :,,:,N :,~',w 1,w::l nipj~, w,~,w 1,,w - -
j •jn,,.v :,,',~ ,~ ,,t, :ii,N n:iiwr, :,j:, + '1' 'N '•~ i::li ri 'iV,'iV ,,ti, ri i~::l ',i.v~ 

a Joh XLI. 2 5. b Job XXII. 24. c See Isa. XVII. 6. 

XIV. 10. 

j ver. 6. 

fver. 22. g Gen. IV. I 3. Ii Cant. I. 

d ver. I 9. e Prov. 

7. i Judg, V. 7. 



XIX. 9--23. COMMENTARY ON JOB. 

:it~ • ~e'Ni MitoV io~, :i,,:::~:i ~nw::in~w iii~ [Fol. 11 a] to~w~:, ~i:,.i)~ ~,,::~ 0 

i~~ ?~~ + :~:o ~~:::n~ 10 + a it:.iNi 7~~, ?,i,' T~i iN iT~~, ?ii~ iiV :,~:,iV :,Ni~ 

in~',:,~ 'i?~ ~~nt9 ~,t~N + 1?Ni ! ibl,'b ~S i~N iiVN i.v ~~,~, c~~:i, jN:l :,~i'b ~t, 

N?i ?:i ?~b i~WiiV Cl) ,Vo~:, •niij,M V,i,'~ i,,o~, + b ~iiV::l::l c,n~ rN ~~ ?~i ?~~ 

N? nN7 ',~:1, :,',.v~', '~iV 'b~ :iij,ri ,i, w~w y,N:i ,wi,w ,,.i)w ni~~:, Vl-'~ 

i~ii'b 1:iw ,~n,s~~n ♦ ,~,,,~ iN:i~ ,n~ 12 ♦ ,::i~ ~?.i) ,n~, II 'iN ,~ ?.i) C ,~N :lit' 

+ di~N~~ ii?O J~ i?~,~j: +',i,''N 'N j'~ni:, ~?.i)t~ ~n~ 13 ,~?l,' i~~:i:, i~iio~~, i~.i)~~, 

,i,'iVi c,~ c,w', Nii' N? :,n f ,'?o ,So 'b~ iN • c 7~i, nN 10 -~~:, ,,,.v 
c~t,~,.v, 18 iniVN? :,i7 iiiiii 17 in~:i ~~:i, ,~ni:,b~i in~::1 ~,~, 15 ,~J)ii~bi ,~:iiij'iZi 14 

c~'?~,.v 18 rhb • :,~.i)~ N?i ,,::J)? ~ip~, 16 c~::i~iN? ,t, ,~~:,~ ,~:i:i,~, 19 ,:i it:Nb~ 

:,,7 ~n,, ~~N 'biN, i::ii::: ,~:~w~ :,7 ',~ '?.v, c~i.i)~ iN c~,i,'Wi c:itv • ?il) ~',.v:i 

~,:i.i)? pnb ~n~:,w 'iN ♦ g :,~,', ~nnN, ~~~ '?.i)b? 'bNiV ~~i,, ~nwN? ,~~N 

~~:i? ib?i ::i~:iob ,:i,~~i'~iV c~J)?in:, c:,, ~?.i)b Ci~O:i? ~~to:i ~~::i ?.i) ~nwN, 

i::l~ N?:i, it.'~~ ,~~:i iVi~~ CN ~~ ♦ ~~::i ',.i) 1w,,·~w !z 'iiV~ ~~::l? :,.i)i~ 'bNi 'b~ 

• :iwb::1 li:i~, o~,~ i:i,n, '~ ~N~)? Ni:, n~::i ,,,n~w i,:i~, ',~ ~:i ,,:i,~, ,n~ 

,~::i:,~ cn,N ::i:i,NiV :,~,:i~ 7,, pi 7::i;,', ,~i, ,~,nN CNi i7:i, /~~:. ,~'i:i, ~~ 

.j v.i)~ :i~:, w::i ~ cb:::.V ?.1' Cii.V ,~::: ,, '.i) j'::l ,~ c:::J):, ~, iV:i:i, ~,,J):i 20 • c~:i ~ iN? 

c:,w c~~w:, ~~ • ~~w ,,J):i :itoS~n~, ,,~w ,:in • ,n~ j,:i,~ ,~~N, :,7~ :i7 ~?b~ 

:i.v~~ :i,SN ,~ ~~ 21 .S 11 :::1 ::li'l-'~ ,~~:i, ~w,,~~b ~n,~~:i :,1, .,,.v:, i~ nito?b~ c:::J) 

:,7 :i~:,, + ~.i)i CriNiV + ~.i)i CliN + :,io ~~i?::l k N?N rii::1'1.i) :i:b ~n:b i~N, ~:i 

'i':, ib N~:, i~ ~?i + ni:i~, w~N ?~ ?~,~ toi~i:, iVN ~~ I:,~ n:i:,',w 'to~iV ?,i,' 

c~', :i~:i • m :ii,,,', ii7, :,~:,, ~n~:::p ~~N iVN 'ii ?J) ?N ,~~ ~~,::i,,n :,~S 22 

qn~1 ~b 23 • il):iwn N? ~iiV::lb :,~i:,, c~~::i i,~,~:,', o~? :i~:, N?i c~~:::J)~ ~~,t, 

ciN ~~::it, :iNi~w c,p~ c,w ?~~ ,,t, :i:::,,w • p:in~~, 'N :,',nn • ij,n,~, ,~0::1 

j,n,~ ~~ ,~o:i c~:i,n~ ,~:iw ,,i, i,~,~:, 1~ ~iiiN • Nip~o::i iN co:i ',r,,~:, ?J) 

a Job I. 20. b Ps. XXXVIII. 8. c Isa. V. 25. d Ezek. XX VIII. 24. 

e Hos. II. 8 [6]. f Isa. L VIL 14. g Job XVII. 14. h Ex. XIV. 3. i Num. 

XII. 1; XXI. 7. j Lam. IV. 8. k Ps. XIV. 6. I Cant. VIII. 6. 

m Zech. I. 15. 
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CO11t\1E~TARY ON JOB . XVIII. 3-r r. 

• b ,)~Dt!',1 =7iD 1~N 'i':, ',J) .iiit~N :,r,N + 1):.,WN ,)N ',:.N J1)1~D Ni:iW a O\iiiV',~ 

j:.', =7.Vi, ,,, ',,vi + :,~n:. :,',:~, iW5:i:l =jii~ 4 iiVN iV'N,i :inN ',:.N Ni:, j: N'°, 

'j;,iW ,,t, i)', w,w ,t, ::.,,~t, j=.w,r,w 'iN :inNw jii::.v:. ,::, • ::r.vn 7)1'~',.i 

wv,n ,),~, C l)Wi ,,:. :,)n) t'iN '~NW '~= ♦ l)Wi i,::. :i)ii)i t'i~:, liN :.il) 

,~,i'~~ ii::: j,MJ),, r,·nw,i',i r,,t,~t, t,,,.i, '°,N i:li,~0~ N'°,N i',i::::, rij,i:l:. 

:iw,.v j:w ,,t, 1)', w, i::',::. ,~r~t,, d ,.ripi::: w,Nt, :.,tv, N',i • ,~t,,,v :.,ir,:,t, 

~.ii) ot,,,v:, :,r,,v o~ 'n::i • iiN o~ s • j? ,v,~:,w :,~ w,Nt, ,v,~:, N',w ni~Nw ,~: 

,:,vii 'i'.V o~t,•~i ,•:,w '~= 7,v,, o·,vwi i1NW • 1ii:..v:. :i)nW) Ni,, ,~:,)~: 

. 1.Vi, i•',l) .:,7 ',l) ,,,r,, :inN i'Ni J~:l)i) ,~, j~:ll) ',l) '~NW '~:, e 'i:r:l1j, WN~ 

o,iW o•::,:.w ': • :.•:.w h w~w:, ,•t,,v N:.n N',i • g ,•t,,v w~w:, :,rii7 ON 'i'.V 

7•N '~~, + i•N, + :,~, + 7',i:,i i,N~ Ni:,w ,ii:::::l iiil):: '1', :,:::ii + WN ,~Wi 

• i ,t,;i :.rii~::l .i:i~,v:, j5:i:i . ,ri,: i)iN ,,.v::: ,pni• • ii:::• 7 • ,,~, 7wr, iiN 6 

. ,.ri::wri~, ,~i:lli ,:i:•',wn, • t,~, 7N • wp,~ N',w :.ni~:. 7t,~i, ii::o Ni:iw~w 

,.~, ,i,~,, :,:.,~ :,:.•w::1 i::p,t,, 01',w::1 n,~i, ii:.o :,,:,w Jo:,,n,:::.v,~~ ,t,:::;i, 'i'.V 

♦ k ,;:.;:.', ,wi,~ ,i'r,~ ,n,~7 :,',l)~', '~NW ': j,•i:::, 'i') Ni:iw ::.w,r, Ni:iw ,5:it, :.,~:. 

c,::.w '~~ :,~:.w Sli, ,,i,~"I:. N,:,w ,.v i:ii; Ni,, 1,,. Ni,, • ntvi:. r,t,,w ,: s 

oiN j,Nw :,1:. :,7 c,~::o~:, m il)•:, •:::.o o:,, • liWi ',Ji ',~: • , ,i::.w :,w.v~ 

'~~ 0Nn~ i:',) j~ ',Ji :iiw, i:iii!i ii:.o :,,,iw i:ii) N'°, Ni:i, o:,~ n~o,t, t,,:• 

7N 7i1N)Wr~, . ,:.j,.v:. 7i1N) r,~:, + ,,i,~i o,i:,', ii:.ow: . ::lj)l):. 7i1N• 9 '~NW 

• ,)~~ iNi,, ',::, • ,,:t,:, 0i~:: :,',,r,n:: •: o,:.lii:, o:,w □•~::: ,,t,li j,7n, 

:,~i,, ,~i,li :,nN 0~ ni~N iWN: i,,,,v ',N i:,i•~o•, ,,i,, ,:::,i, ,n',5:10 0;';1Ni:., 

,nN~n, ,.vw~ ,:i,l),,,:, x', ',w~ 'i'.1' ,1,::n V"iN:: p~tei!.' lO ,r,,,:::~~ r::i N', 

:,•,ii t,,w=~~ i,i7~ Ni, i= ?li o~,. i:iD, 'i') .rii•:-,t, ii:.o :·r:, Ni:i, ::1,w,, 'i:irw 

,n,N:. j'i D'°,~,ii, :.w1i N'°,w ,.v n,:,t,:. ,:i,n.v::1 :.•::o , 1 1: ,iriN, • 7,~: r,~,:. 

a Gen. XXVI. 15. b Job XVI. 9. c Job IX. 24. d Referring to XXXIII. 26. 

r.: Ps. CXVIII. 12. f Job XVII. 1. g Ex. XXII. 2 (3). h Deut. XXIV. 15. 

i Ps. XXXI. 9. j Ps. V. I r. k Job XVII. 1 1. / 1 K. VII. 17. m Isa. X. 34. 
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i:, :,~iW)~ ~~ ,,.v li~7 ~iriN ·.riij?ri, ~~ri:::1 i~l) t:·,~, :,~i ~,w:::1 -c~:::1,w i~l) ?l) 

,n~ ~r,ij?i:::: ~, ,,~v~ :,~, i:::lj,:::l ,~Ni.:' ~ri,~ ~inN ~~ :i~, . :ii ~~ii' ~ri ~,,v:::1 

7N ri,to,~:::1, c~,:::1:::1 ~ri,N ,Nw~w~ t,,Nw ~.,:::l 1G :iNw ~~ri:::1 :iN ~, ,,~v N?W 

N?N ,:::1 rito?1W :,~, tNW cl):, iNW~ N?i ~,vw :iv,,ri:i, :,~,:, ~~l) :,~i,n 

~ti,~ :,~:, N?w ,~ ,~p~, ~i:::1~ c.v c,w ~~,~ :,~;,w ,~.v ,v ,n~ c~, • ,n,~ ~,nN 

~,.v~ ,t,ti~ ~i:::lN t,:::1N ~, :,~:, r,n~ rintt·:, ,~.v ~::::1~p,~ N?W ,.v ~~n:::1 :,t,~, i:::lW~ 

tol)~:, '1N 'liNW cn~liN :,~:::1 1~ CNi ,~:iw c~~,~, c~.v~,~~ ,,,~ -1:::lj?Ni!' c,,p 

'l''N'~, ♦ ,~,~~, 'Jr?N 'i :,tow liN7 .b ?~l) ~~n~~ 0riNi!' N::::~~ a 'N n,~,n~n ,~~ 

,~ .c c~,:::1 t:i.Vni ,~~ • :ito~? i'1' ,,~w:, ,,·N~ ,w~ jii '~~\VO • ,,~w ~,:::1 

c~t,,n:,:, cri,N ,~~w~ c,~, :i,~, I3 '~~w :,~~ 7ti:i '~~ w~ • ~,:::1 ,v :,~iin :::1,w, -
• jwn:, ~~~~ l)Ji~ j?i :,~:, N? :::1,,r,:::1 Mi7 :,ri.v • :,r,_v ~, i~iNw ii~:i, ,~~7:,w - -
C:t~:::l,i 1~ j?~~:, :i,~~ l~N::::,~w 1,~N;, ~ti~l) ,~~ ciN', c:,w c~~:i:, C,i ~ 16 ,~~, 

c~~:l:, c:,i .e 1i1l,' ~,:::1 ?~N~ +d ;,~i:::1 :ito~~ WN N:lli1 'i'l) . ciN:, :ii~~ 

nn~ :i~:, iN ,,:::1i'~ c:,, ~~N ,ri~ cN, • ~~~ j?i ,~w~ N?i i:li' ,,,~ ,:::1~ ~n,,,:iw 

:,7 ,.v :::1,~N ri:::1,wr, :,~:, c~,,i~ .tc~,,n~ 0iN cw :,~:,, -~~ • ii~ nn~ iN • ~, 

,~,~:::l li1j??? ,:,,~~ .v~~:,w l)Wi tNW :::1~w., N,:i, + :,7 ,~ ,.vw,:::1 ~~ ,, 1i~~t:i 

J~::l~ C:::l? ~~, r~~l):, ?~i .h i~l)i~ ~~~ +B" :iito i~N '~N iWN~ 1~,,o~~:::1 ,~iN:it,, 

~:::~j? 1,~~w li :,~~ il) 2 : ,,t,:::1 ,~:::1~w~ :,j ,.v, XVIII. I li~N:, rn:::1:i, ,~w~ 

1~ en,~:, 1~ri~, • p~ ji,on ,.v :i,,~ ,:::i' ~:::i' ri,w~, ~~ :i,o, i'i' '~~ . 1~,~, 

J 1~to~n 1,~ ion Ni:iw :i,,~ '~in:, ~~ :iton '~~ ~:::i' :,w~, :,~:,, .i c~,~n~ v:::i', 

i~ ?.1' • ,:::1~w:i, :::1,~N ~,:::1, i'i'' :iti:::~, :iNiw c~~ ,nN t,~ ,~~ 1::, • N~7~~ 

iMN1 + C,i :,~ 1tl101 ,~i:::li li?~nn ,~~:::ln + ,~,:::1, r:::1~, l)~W~ Cito :::1~w~, i:,~~ 

• ,,,ri, n,~:,:::1 N~ t,Nw :.,~N 'NW ,~~ + :,~:,~~ ,~:::1wr,~ .v,,~ 3 [Fol. I o b] i:::li~ 

,~~li ?:lip, j,l)i::: ~,:,w ,~, l~i:,i +k r,ii ~,:::1i? i'i':, + ?~'/!'~ .Ii~~::: tl:::l? ~~ 

c~Nii CliN C~~~~l):::l + :ii ?l) i:::1~w~w C~~ ir,N tNi ,~~n:::1 iO~~li~W tiio~ ?l) 

a XV. I 1. b XVI. I. c Ezek. XXVII. 6. 

c Job XVIII. 13. f 2 K. VI. 9. ;; XVII. 9. h XVII. I. 

J Ezr. VI. 9, VII. 22. k VII. 7; XVII. 4; XVI. 3. 

d Ezek. XIX. I{, 

i Ex. XXXIX. 3. 



5 I COJ\1i\1ENT ARY ON JOB. XVII. 6-15. 

i0i~ t;:rw:: ~ riiiiSi ',c·~', ~i,:i:i:i •r,•:,w:: i:i.v~:;', • ·:i·~.v:, 'p:, ~',:,, 

',:i :,7~ c·:~', o:,', ~n~•:, ,•~n r,i.v,:iw :,.n~n:i rii.Vi:i w~ .ni•it~, • .n::i,n, 

~:i ~i, '~i~i~ c:i, y'i~:i i~ c·,V'i!'i i.V:i~ ~n•~:, ~: ~i,~ :iipt, o•~~i~ ,~:i j:i 

·,~•::::"ii ,r:,w ~.nt,:i•p ~~ -i~~, ~5:li!'~:i c•,~ ~.n~'i!-~;, ~.n~,n:,c, '~s:i', .a =,:n . .n,.v 

o:,•:~', •,~ ii::i, n::i,n, • 1~~i,~ iN :iN:i:i ~,~~::::i, '.V'N'~i • :i,~,wt,, ',t,~t, 'i':, 

~rm~ to·.v:i~w o.v:i~ :-·9ti17 . =,,,to~ o,;,~ .n~,.n iN ~i,.v i~~~rt,~w p,nw', :in.v 

o~-,:i•N:i iN ~~~ • ~ii:::~, • o~:~.v:i iiN~ ,~i!·n~ ov:~ ~:i .b j\~:iri, t::i•i:ii:i 
·-

~,,~: ~i')i ~iN:~ ',.v 5~N:l~ c~•c,:i:: ,t,:i::~, ♦ MNT:i :,,Vi:, ',.v 0•ii!)~ ,~,w• 8 

:i•i', i::~n~ iiiliM~ ,w•.Vi~, ,:i ,~i:i:i, ,:i.vi :pn t,.v N~n N',t, ,~:::.v:i .vi,•w 

N',N ii:ii.vl:, N',iV :,ii!;•:, i:li..,~ '.:ii!J"W Nt,, 9 • :,7 ',,V p.nwl:, ',:ii• •~ •:i i~li 

:,ip :-,~ ,~i i~N~ Ni,i!J :,7 t,.v 'i':, n,,:i.v n•,· Ni,, :i:i,~:, i:li, j,•i::i: TMN• 

,,~p,:i v~iN ,,.v =-re,~ ,~:i:: o~n tNW o•~· i:,toi d o•:,',N ,::.v Nii!) :,•:,w :ii•NS 

.i,li ii~~- i~~N t,:i cl:,,:i cs,~, IO c.v,:i :ii::: ,~',.v N:i:i =,,n:i rii~:i Ni,, ♦ ,·~: 

N: iN:i, ,:i,wn 'iN ~,N ♦ c•j'•i::::,, o••p,:,, o~iw~:, i,~ i,N ,~~ iN ♦ tl.tii~NW ,~: 

-~~ 11 o~Nii o:iTD c:i:iw 1;,1:, 1~•t,N '~~N c:in c:i:i N:l~N ~i,, • ,:~ri,,~:1 ,n~::i,~, 

• ni~T • 7n:i,~ ~~~ Wi~~w .e 7N:i,, ,~~•:ii 'ili • ,',~:i, ii:il,' •.n:iito ~~~ • ii:ili 

i:ito, •p: ~~:l.V::l i~:~ ~n~:i j:i t,:i o,t,w, :i::li~:i ri,~i, ~n:iwn'i!' ~n,::lwn~ • ,pn, 

i,,,~ ;,,;,,~ n.v, r:i, fo:,~wi,~ nN l~ ~~;~ ~w:,i~ + i::ll,'i ;,n~, :,7 ',:, + o·,· 

~ • o,~i, ~i, t~•w~ :,S~',w ,2 ~n,p,::: ',.v ~:r.~to:i~, •,iV~i,t ~:i', :i~:iw 

:iij'~ •n•:, tl~'iV 13 j~N:ii +1'i!'M ~,s:i~ •n~it•nt::l ~t, ::liij' :,•:, iiN i":lT:iW •::l:i',i -- --
::l:l'V',i •.v,:i:~ ,::ii', ii:io ~ri•:, i::lp:i ,:i1w 7wn:i • j!iN:, ',:i jii:i •n•::l ',iNWi!r' 

r,nw', 14 '~N ;:i ',.v :,',:i, :i•;,i~ ~ri•:, =,,o 'li'~, .g 0•~1, o•nj,it ::l:li!r'~::l ii::l:i:i • 

7:i l:,:i o',,.vt, •,::~i'i~ i:ii':, i~liiV ii::l0 ~n•:, ~i, :inN ~::lN ~ri:iwn~::l •nNii' 

ii:ic •r,~;'i j:l ,~.n,•nN, ,~nN, ,~Ni ,~:iN ',:::N jl:,i:ii!' ciN:i ~~on, ni::lii~ \1ii:,to 

'~N~~ Ni:i, nNT •n,pM :-;~•N :,•~, 15 • :,~i ~:i ~t,wr, Nt,w n,~:, o,~:i i:ip:i 7S•', 

"iili:i :i•pit~ ~~,~, ~:i ri',:,N :iti ~~n:i =,Nw :,n.v '~iNW ~n,pn ,~,:i :iii'~ ON 

a Job XV. 34. b Gen. XXVII. I. c Ps. CXXXIX. 16. d i\lal. III. 14. 

c Dcut. XXXIII. 25. /Obad. 17. F 2 Chron. XVI. 14. 
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. :,:::j:, j:li • n,::i:, ,nN ,i~:, n',,r,n :,7w j::)j:-, :,',j~iV '~:, • ,.io:i :,',j,w:i j::)j:i 
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N'? ::li~, :i,w:i i::l1::l :,_vr,jw ,ri,N ,:i,w,::i • =,'?N N'?::l 'M:l iw::l iN:::~w ,~h 
,, ::i:i ,, ,.v . c',w ::l '?::l 'i':, ::l:i,N ,j•Nw • =,jn ri,.v , :i 34 ,~'iV.v~ ri,,~n , :i i,~N, 

+ h i:i:, jiir,:i i:l7 Ni,::l ,,~i,, :,•:,r,w Ni:, ti g -~~~ i'n, C::l'?, ,j,,::l:i ,,ri~w::, 
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:,N,:::i:i', 1iN ,i,,, ♦ :,r,N::: i:li~::l ::l'?::liV :,_v,:, :i:iwn~:, ,:i7iV ',~r :,,:,w 35 

,w.v N',v c,,::l, i::lii,, =,,jn:,', iM0j:, ::ltvn~', 1~, :,~i~ 1,:iM Cj~:i, :iw.v~', 
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c Dcut. XXIII. 26. 

i \'er. 28. i ver. 

b Lev. XXIII. 40. c Jer. XIII. 22. d Isa. XVIII. 5. 
./ Isa. XVIII. 2. g Isa. XXIX. 13. /z Isa. XXX. 17. 

25. k Job XV. I 5. I Job XV. I I. 
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a vcr. r. b Ex.XVI. 20. c Gen. XXXI. 3o. d Eccl. 1. 4. c Job XIII. 27, 



I
f
)
 

r:: 
.J

\ 
~. 

f,l I ;r 
....f\ 

X
 

D
... 

\
0

 ~, 
r: 

n 
z 

,
-

,
-

! 
r: 

r:: 
,
-

....f\ 
n 

-
r:: 

z 
r: 

f1
 

C
'l 

C
'l 

r 
-

n 
r: 

I 
("

-
. 

:-1 
r: 

::) 
....f\ 

r: 
.--

:l 
X

 
X

 
J
] 

,,-
r: 

~
 

r 
C

 
~
 

n 
j
]
 

.--
...... 

n 
...... 

n 
j
]
 

r: .. 
>

 
r 

-
.-

.-
0 

r 
r 

,
-

J
\
 

f'_
 

.---
....f\ 

Q
 

. 
.-

~
 

n 
j
]
 
~
 

j
]
 

r 
.-

.--
f1

 
.-

:l 
z 

"1:j 

I 
-

-
D

... 
.-

.-
J
]
 

f1
 

u 
~
 

r: 
r 

r: 
r: 

e
. 

+
 

.--
>

 
.--

.-
r 

...... 
J
]
 

>< 
r 

r: 
r: 

~
 

r 
n 

r:: 
♦
 

z 
....f\ 

r 
D

.. 
.-

f1
 

C
 

f1
 

♦
 

♦
 

n 
D

... 
.--

D
 

z 
j
]
 

.-
,
-

.,, 
n 

~
 

I 
j]

 
...... 

!) 
n 

J
]
 

~
 

r 
j
]
 

....f\ 
.G

t 
.--

X
 

-
z 

C
 

f:l 
.-

X
 

r 
r:: 

X
 

.--
n 

r 
.--

-
r:: 

♦
 

.-
·-

:l 
....f\ .. 

9 
....f\ 

f1
 

.--
...... 

~
 

n 
!-J 

r 
r 

r 
r 

C
 

f1
 

~
 

r 
j
]
 

I 
'fJ 

N
 

Q
 

~
 

r 
.--

j
]
 

9 
,
-

D
... 

J
]
 

.--
z 

.--
r: 

£.I 
r 

r: 
.-

,.., 
N

 
r 

,-
....f\ 

f1
 

r 
,
-

D
 

r 
J
]
 

.-
.. 

...... 
-

.-
.-

X
 

,
-

.-
r: 

~
 

D
 

D
 

9 
.-

f1
 

f1
 

-
.--

...... 
.-

.-
...... 

J
]
 

0 
9 

.-
.--

.-
,
-

♦
 

....f\ 
.. 

.--
\,.) 

....... 
:)

 
J
]
 

.-
J: 

j
]
 

f~
 

~
 

....f\ 
....f\ 

j]
 

♦
 

n 
f1

 
,-

.-
r: 

-
C

 
D

 
r:: 

r: 
r 

0 
f1

 
.-

....f\ 
g 

.-
r: 

....... 
:'I

 
:}

 
....f\ 

z 
::l 

r 
:}

 
r:: 

:}
 

r:: 
~
 

r 
.. 

>< 
r: 

X
 

0 
r: 

~
 

C
 

.-
....f\ 

r 
r: 

,
-

r 
.-

r:: 
.--

z 
♦
 

.-
r:: 

....f\ 
~
 

r: 
J
]
 

9 
C

 
r:: 

r
,
 

. 
r: 

.. 
....f\ 

r 
r 

:} 
r 

.--
.-

.D
 

r:: 
r: 

.-
,
-

C
 

9 
.--

.-
J: 

r 
f'_

 
9 

j
]
 

r 
r 

.-
,
-

.--
r 

C
 

C
 

.-
f'_

 
.. 

,
-

,
-

n 
0

0
 

r 
r: 

c.. 
z 

n 
r: 

X
 

j
]
 

·-
£1 

f'_
 

.-
r: 

X
 

I 
0 

X
 

f1
 

.-
n 

:l 
.--

r: 
.--

....f\ 
.-

·-
D

 
r: 

•-
.-

r: 
9 

:1
 

:-1 
.-

N
 

J
]
 

.-
D

 
...... 

j
]
 

r 
(
I
 

X
 

-
-

r 
r:: 

9 
....... 

r: 
C

 
r 

....f\ 
j
]
 

C
 

9 
f1

 
.--

~
) 

~
 

,
-

~
 

r 
r 

z 
.-

....f\ 
0 

,
-

.--
9 

D
 

. 
r: 

....f\ 
.. 

C
 

,-
-

X
 

r 
n 

j
]
 

f'_
 

c.. 
I 

-
....f\ 

n 
.. 

CL 
.-

,
-

.--
r: 

I1 
J
]
 

-
:l 

.. 
z 

n 
z 

j
]
 

z 
-

.. 
L......J 

....f\ 
r:: 

r: 
z 

C
 

.-
>

 
,-("I 

I 
,
-

.G
t 

...... 
r: 

j]
 

♦
 

....f\ 
0 

.-
r 

9 
C

 
z 

£.I 
♦
 

~
 

r:: 
·o 

,,_
 

.. 
z 

r:: 
. 

X
 

~
 

...... 
r 

.-
r:: 

,
-

-
-

r 
~
 

r. .-1 
9 

.. 
.-

.-
.-

J
]
 

r: 
:l 

~
 

f1
 

r 
r 

~
 

....f\ 
,
-

...... 
n 

~
 

r:: 
,
-

'st-
r 

C
 

~
 

r 
.. 

D
 

r:: 
:l 

.--
n 

z 
.G

t 
....f\ 

:l 
...... 

.--
z 

r 
r 

...... 
z 

f1
 

,
-

~I 
j
]
 

~
 

~
 

j:J 
r 

r 
n 

!I!: 
X

 
.-

.. 
.-

.--
r 

r: 
j]

 
.--

....f\ 
j
]
 

♦
 

. 
z 

...... 
z 

.-
.--

....f\ 
....f\ 

r 
f1

 
z 

n 
...... 

~
 

Q
 

r 
r:: 

J
]
 

f1
 

0 
z 

j
]
 

r:: 
J
] 

r 
.-

.-
. 

J
]
 

9 
0 

.-
r:: 

.-
...... 

j
]
 

...... 
.-

.--
C

 
r 

·-
. 

.--
r 

.-
♦
♦
 

0 
f1

 
r 

....f\ 
r:: 

.-
r:: 

~
 

'fJ 
';::: 

r: 
I: 

f1
 

r 
r 

f'_
 

....f\ 
f1

 
.-

r 
.
_

 
z 

j
]
 

c... 
r: 

♦
 

D
 

r 
C

 
r: 

n 
....f\ 

r 
" 

r: 
f1

 
X

 
,
-

,
-

.--
:l 

.-
C

 
r 

r---. 
...... 

r: 
9 

r 
,,,,... 

.-
D

 
~
 

r 
.-

r 
c.. 

...... 
~
 

X
 

. 
.-

r 
r 

q 
r: 

.-
r:: 

X
 

f~
 

....f\ 
X

 
r: 

J
]
 

0 
l'Y

" 
r: 

,
-

.-
r ~, 

r:: 
.. 

....f\ 
.--

~
 

...... 
f1

 
....f\ 

r:: 
r: 

.-
. 

C
 

.-
....f\ 

r:: 
.-

...... 
.-

....f\ 
_, 

<
 

n 
£} 

....f\ 
C

 
.-

n 
.J

\ 
C

 
,
-

.--
r:: 

.-
r: 

C
 

.-
.--

f1
 

r 
..--

.--
r 

J
]
 

r 
.--

.-
' 

. 
f1

 
fJ 

r: 
J
\
 

r:: 
,
-

£.I 
9 

f1
 
~
 

J
I 

r:: 
r: 

(.) 

-
:)

 
:l 

r 
r:: 

r:: 
D

.. 
l 

-
J
]
 

n 
~
 

r:: 
0 

..--
n 

....f\ 
j
]
 

.-
u 

z 
~
 

...... 
♦
 

r::: 
r 

....f\ 
.--

r:: 
f1

 
r 

...... 
C: 

.--
f1

 
....f\ 

♦
 

f1
 

D
.. 

♦
 

.-
X

 
f~

 
,-

9 
....f\ 

....f\ 
'..r.J 

~
 

♦
♦
 

z 
.-

~
 

D
... 

c.. 
r: 

r 
V

 
,
-

...... 
9 

♦
 

.-
f1

 
J
]
 

j]
 

c.. 
z 

1
-, 

...... 
.-

r 
.--

....f\ 
z 

f1
 

:l 
♦
 

r: 
n 

!I!: 
.-

,
-

...... 
z 

....f\ 
~
 

~
 

z 
z 

n 
0 

I
I
 

r 
\
I
,
 

r:: 
:l 

,
-

.-
~
 

r: 
z 

D
 

♦
 

r 
D

 
-

C
 

,
-

....f\ 
. 

r 
.-

r:: 
r 

....f\ 
z 

....f\ 
...... 

(.) 
~
 

-
~
 

.--
...... 

C
"I 

f1
 

.-
.-

C
 

....f\ 
r 

C
 

z 
r. 

D
 

j
]
 

;..... 
0 

n 
r 

z 
,
-

r: 
-

D
 

.-
e

. 
fJ

 
r: 

r: 
,
-

r: 
....f\ 

.-
.--

r 
.-

C
 

r 
C

 
r:: 

r 
:"I 

-c:, 
.-

.-
z 

-
~
 

:"I 
..--

n 
u 

r:: 
r 

f1
 

r 
~
 

n 
:1

 
r 

..C
) 

r: 
,
-

.-
r 

.--
....f\ 

f'_
 
~
 

...... 
z 

....f\ 
z 

....f\ 
...... 

f~
 

r:: 
,
-

;.1 
r 

r 
z 

. 
n 

9 
.--

.-
....f\ 

.--
.--

z 
fJ 

...... 
. 

D
 

r 
r 

....f\ 
r: 

,
-

,
-

...... 
r 

11 
J
] 

j]
 

.-
r 

n 
I 

z 
....f\ 

r: 
,
-

-
,
-

.--
....f\ 

t---. 
.-

:l 
~
 

....f\ 
f'_

 
....f\ 

r 
r 

.--
z 

..... 
r:: 

!J
 

.--
.--

C
 

.-
j
]
 

~
 

,
-

ll 
j]

 
...... 

z 
~
 

J 
...... 

z 
j
]
 

r.: 
~
 

r 
r 

.-
....f\ 

.-
.-

f1
 

,,--
.-

,
-

I 
l"-

-
z 

f~
 

fJ
 

r 
,
-

....f\ 
•-

J
]
 

r 
:l 

£.I 
n 

...... 
.-

.-
,
-

::) 
j
]
 

n 
,
-

.. 
r: 

r 
>

 
z 

f1
 

.--
-
~
 

r 
~
 

.-
r. 

Q
 

r: 
....f\ 

.-
r 

....f\ 
....f\ 

r:: 
.--

r 
!I!: 

.-
-

9 
♦
 

...... 
fJ 

r: 
....f\ 

.-
Q

 
II 

. 
.-

n 
r: 

.-
r 

j
]
 

.--
~
 

.-
,
-

~
 

...... 
...... 

n 
.--

9 
,
-

• • 
-

r 
J
]
 

,
-

z 
:1

 
n 

:l 
fJ 

£.I 
r: 

r: 
r:: 

j
]
 

....f\ 
.-

'fJ 
....f\ 

...... 
r: 

-
D

 
X

 
r 

j
]
 

n 
r: 

f1
 

r 
.--

C
"I 

j
]
 

j
]
 

~
 

-
c... 

X
 

r: 
C

 
c;.1 

,
-

~
;· 

C
 

r:: 
e

. 
.-

r. 
·-

z 
•-

£.I 
..... 

r:: 
r:: 

..--
,
-

r: 
.-

r:: 
Q

 
r: 

D
 

X
 

r: 
,: 

-
♦
 

...... 
...... 

J
] 

r 
...... 

r:: 
~

) 
~
 

"'' 
C

 
f1

 
.--

~
 

0 
.--

r 
,
-

~
 

r 
,
-

D
 

...... 
.-

....f\ 
,,-

..... 

" 
X

 
.-

r: 
!) 

~
 

z 
.-

r:: 
D

 
f1

 
j
]
 

:-1 -
....f\ 

r 
D

 
9 

r 
fl,-

....f\ 
z 

n 
l
r
)
 

r 
r: 

n 
.--

r: 
.--

r: 
.--

r 
.. ,, 

C
 

.--
V

 
n 

r: 
C

 
r 

j
]
 

r 
j
]
 

...... 
f1

 
X

 
X

 
..--

. 
X

 
>

 
r 

0-.... 
9 

.--
u 

r 
...... 

j]
 
~
 

~
) 

r 
f}

 
.--

♦
 

J
\
 

r 
.--

....f\ 
g 

j
]
 

.--
J
]
 

0 
C: 

n 
....f\ 

.--
D

 
r 

....f\ 
...... 

....f\ 
9 

♦
 

~
 

:
')

 
r 

X
 

r:: 
;..... 

.--
.-

.,, 
r 

.-
~

) 
n 

J
]
 

r. 
J
] 

r: 
r: 

,,_
 

C
 

,.._ 
V

 
r: 

r: 
Q

 
.-

j
]
 

j]
 

♦
 

0
0

 
.--

j]
 

X
 

-
;..... 

r: 
.. 

r:: 
:::... 

-
j
]
 

.--
~
 

D
 

r 
~
 

Ll 
....f\ 

~
 

.. 
r. 

♦
 

.-
N

 
.-

.-
r: 

r 
r. 

C
 

£} 
9 

r 
r 

.-
....f\ 

':::: 
C

 
C

 
...... 

J
]
 

.-
.-1 

....f\ 
z 

.-
V

 
. 

...... 
,
-

ii 
.--

0 
r 

.--
j]

 
r: 

r: 
:"I 

-
. 

.-
...... 

9 
~
 

f"J 
.-

D
 

1
-, 

H
 

I 
....f\ 

II 
....f\ 

,
-

....f\ 
r 

~
 

r:. 
!) 

n 
r 

.-
n 

.-
.. 

\,.) 
r 

r 
C

 
.--

.-
.-

+
 

r: 
...... 

r: 
1..;, 

r:: 
r 

....f\ 
f
]
 

X
 

r: 
r 

c.. 
.J

\ 
r: 

r: 
r 

(
]
 

....... 
. 

♦
 

♦
 

r 
♦
♦
 

.--
♦
 

.--
♦
 

,
-

J 



XIII. l z- zz. CO,\l~IENTARY ON JOB. 

i:iiiv a :l~ 7? ·,:1iii ,r.i~ ,~,M •~~~ • i~X, i~lit, t:r?iVti: ,:i.ni!.' i:J~.l7N i1j'i1? 

i?:i1i1 ":lf, '1N i~, + ?~1 i•',l) :l~ Ni:, 1?•X~ r,r.i:, ?li t~•?iV?:iiV i~l):, p•~ 

'•~ 1N :,i ?li 1.iir.ii1:l i:J~.iiX N~,t, o~,,x~, o~•:l~ :,•:,• ,,r.ir.i b i:J.l7::liip iiVX 

•~•~:,:,. 1ii Sli • •,N :ii:i.ix, ,w•in:, 13 'i~N? ,Swr.i.nw 0.iiN ii~i • o~•~,i~T 

:,r.i •?li i:lli•i '~N i~ ',li ii:li:l :,,:,• 1•iit:••:l N~i,r.i:,w •tl? • c wx ili::ri 

?~ iV•ir,:,t, •~t;.i; •iiV:l XiVN :,r.i ?li 14 '1X1 + •?l)r.i ?j,:i? i1:lli•iV :,r.i 'r.ii?~ 

•?l) i:ll)• tlN1 •,x :ii:liN1 '•~ 'li•?N 'i1 •? n•,ii• ii:l•i:, ·~ j:l.l7 tlN1 ,~ 

+ :,r.i ?li 'i~r.iiV ir.i~ y~M •:x :,j •:~•i:,• tlX "7~:l :,r.i •i:li ?li •;t,•~~:,7i •tc~i!.'? 

·:w:J •iiV:l Nw,~, •r-:::li:i. 1~ior.i :,•:,N ,,li •t, :,wli•w :,~::::~ •:~w :,l)i ii•N ?li 

',n••N ,', •,?toj,• tiN j:i ,s . :,::::ii •:x :iii .iiir.i:, ?li ,•:~', •n~i,n:i:l •~~:,. •w~~, 

N::a:i• ii:1•i,iiV •~t, •,•i!::l •iw:l ,,x, • :,t,•n.n n•~,N ,·,~ ',x •~i,w 7x :,~::::x, 

:,•:,• ,r.i::::li x,:, o~ 1G • d 7iw:1 .nN x•ron, 1 •:::i .iiN rn.n ?N ,,,r . o•,•w:, 7i, 

X:::l• ~,n ,·,~? X? ·~ ♦ on,.nr.i ·,N .l7Ni:l ·~ iN~ •? i~:-iiV '~'li'N ♦ :,l)iW•? •t, 

•i:lli :li•x, :,,o:i. ''iV i:,i1 • •,n•r.i• tiNi ,~•;r,:,t, •,~ •:•l.'•wir.i o.nxw o~,r.i~ 

• •.iiiinx, • ,,~=~ :i:l ?11' w• tiN •nS~ li~i!.,• ili~iV 17 p ?li • e o~•',l) t,t,~,n• 

•,N •~ •.nl)i• :,7 ?li • .nn~irn ro~wr.i ,•,~t, •.ii~ili x, :,,:, 18 • ,·~N, :iinNw :,~ 

•itili :l•i• o~r.i x,:, •r.i 19 • i•:;:h o•:1,ro:, •~i, '•~ir.i, pn.nr.i~ N?N •,•Nw j,i::lx 

f ?l)?:l:::l N?1 ii?:i:l X? o:, •~ + i•,~? i:liN'iV :ir.i:l •,•:l••n•i 'i':, ?iV 1~1j'?:i:l 

1'1~N, + ,,1' i:liN N?i w•iMX + .,,n::::~r-., i:liNW ti•i:l1:l •:•M•~i.ii ON :,r,l) ·~ 

i',o~:, :ii •inN i•~i•w o•.nw 7x 20 ,•:::it, ,,r.iliN'iV ro~w~:, x,:, :ir.i, • ••iio••:l 

?li • :i.nli •~.v :,w.v.n ,,:h ion:, :,1, •.n,~1 •i:::li i:li?ti i.iiON x, 7·:~r~ iX 

"?lir- 7:::i~ :n • •:•.n•r~:, pli ":l w• ox, i:li? ,~iNiV o,;,r- •? j.l7.l7i!.' 7N .n?ti j~ 

i"~i:iiV :,:,:w:, i:,11 oiN:, =,~:,. :,l)ii• :,~~:, .ni•:, i1:lli:l ~:::, "'i•:ii:, + j,Mi:, 

tlii::l•~i i•i:li ?li iiiM~ N?N :,7 t"'li j"Xi + g inti•Ni 1to:li!.' •',l)ti iO• :,?l)?:l? 

+ h T?li Nij,1 /~ Xij,i 22 + ,to~wr.i ,~ili:l 'i':, •:~? tliiO? ii~, ?li?:i ti:i:l rxi!.' 

li?:i? :,~iiVNi i:li + i j,i:::tn ili?:i? :,nx i~O '1'li :,•:,•, :i:iVXi:l ':l"i '1W? 

a Ezek. XVI. 24. b referring to Job XXXIII. 6. c Ps. XXXIX. 4. 

d Eccl. V. 5. c Job XLII. 8. ./ cf. Josh. XXII. 22. g Job IX. 34. 

h Dcut. XV. 9. i Isa. XLIII. 26. 



39 CO,\l~IENTARY ON JOB. XIII. 2-12. 

t::~iV '~i~,N on~w o=.li.v,~ 2 'r-iN i~ t,.v • a c=,~~ :i:h ~i, o:i ',r,:, :,7 ',.v 

',r,:,w ,~~ c~~ ~=:N ',::i,: N', • b :,~::r, n,~,t,.vn ,i, ,:i~, ~~.v ,~.n~w 'i':, nn::i~ 

t,N ~:~ t:hiN 3 + :,',~r,n ,~Nit' ,~~ co~,~~ :i:iS ~i, w~t:J ~~s :,:l,'~:, WNi:i 

f~M~ :,7 t,.v t,:iN ni~N itvN~ d~r,i't, 17 ,,t,, + j,7iri:i i~l,' :i~it, Nt,i i:iik ~,w 

,,:i,nw ,'i~ t,::~ :,~r,: ~i, i~N ~~ ~:~~ ,,l-' ,~:::i ,~no~ :i~,i, Ni,, ~~n,:,.v ~:l-'~,,~w 

,ri~ o~,i'iV ~i:iM~ ij,iV ~i,~,to i', o~:~Nw Ol'iN o',,N, 4 ,~~~ i~ ',.v + ,nN~ ~i, 

:,~:,:i i~t,::i,to l~~~r, pw~:i, ♦ e ~:,.v t,.v t,::iton, ~n,~N N',iV :,~ ~i,.v .n,,:it, 

i', rNi t,~t,k i~iViV i:N:l::i ,~:i w~ ~= '~n,:ii ii~N + t,~~~ ~N::iii : :,~:,:it, 

,~~ :iN,::ii o:,:i i~N o~~n,~iri:n ',= ,~,i,~ • iNtii', o~:,,::n~ onN, • :ikitii 

o~:i:::l,':, ij,iV ~Ntiii 1iN w~ + t,~t,N ~N~,, ! :iNi::ii i', t~W t,~',N i~i!.'iV iNi:l:, ,~:i 

J',~.v ~~ri:~, ',~ ~N::i,, 1i~::i 1=n~ o:i, • ',~ 1,w',~ i,~i,N • :iNi::i, o:,', i~Nw 

i,~~N ~~ • c~t,~o ~:,:i~wnw :,~~ in,~ :,~~r,', c~', ~:in, pw~,rin tviri:i 1n~ ~~ s 

~ nri::,n N: W~i!.' 6 w~ir,:,t, Ni,, ,:i,', ,:::,nw i~ ~iriN, • r; :iwn~ o~r, w~,n~ 

,:~:in, ,:i~wi':, :i~,~ ~:~i!.' o~,~,N on~w ~.n::iw n,:i~,, 'i':, ~:::it, r,~i,n~ ~:Nw 

o~i:ii~ onNw ',N ii:il,':i:i t,N',:, 7 •• ~i:i,:i ,,~ 1~~1 ~:: ~:,:i~wri oitc:J :iti~ 

• :i~~~i ~,~,~ ~i, ,:i~wn ,t,~:iw:1, ,i,, • ,::i~:r,:,t, :,t,,.v ~i, ,,:1,n o~ni:JO ~tit, 

Ni,, ji:i~,ri ii,:il,':: 'N" ON, iii:i.v ,,:i,nw :i~~~i::l ,:i,,:i::n, jiNwn ,~:::i:, 8 

o~ti~:n~ onNw '~n::i,:ri:i :iN,~, o::nN iij,ri~w~ o~', :Jito:, 9 • :,~~ ~,:i, ,:~:Jn 

i:~iV: N', 'i::i::t,, i:i t,n:,', OnN o~i,:io + wi:N:i t,n:,~ ON . ,~:::i r~wi:i ,t, 

n:iwr,~ ',l,' • r,::,~ r,~,:, 10 Ni,:, • 1i ~w,: ~:N to~w,:i~ ~:::i ~i,,i, ,,, ',l,'i • ,~:::i 

:i~:i~, i ;~::i~ ni:ii!.'n~ i~~ t,~ ~t,:,, o=~i:i, ,:~~ ,,ri~nw ino:1 ON • o~:i:i', 

7,, n.v:in 1~,:i iriNiV k',:, 11 J NWN ,~:~ ON ~~ 'i':, '~Nw ,,,.v pNwn o~:ti 

,:~n,:ii ~,:i,:i, l :,',r,:, nNw~:,, ,~~ ,wN ,nNiV ♦ 'l) 'N 1::i, k ~::i,iV NiV::, 

~,ki :,~:,w iiri::ii t:~nk nl,':intv ~,Ni :,~:, i~ -+ o::n~ n.V::lM riiNiiV~ tN~i!i~ 

i::lt, o~w~w~ ,~:::i', o~~:,i::iiV 12 ri:i w:il,'~ Ni~', c~t, :,~:,w o~~t,l,' t,::i~w 

a Job XII. 3. b rcfcring to Job XI. 5, 6. c Job XII. 3. d Job 

XI. 4. c Job XIV. I 7. .f Job XVI. 2. g Prov. XVII. 28. h 2 K. 

III. 14. i I Chr. XXVIII. 9, i Job XLII. 8. k Ps. XCIV. 2. 

l Judg. XX. 40. 



XII. z I -XIII. I. COMMENTARY ON JOB. 38 

j'iiM ,,~, ,,S_v :ii,, w~i:,, MMi ,w,,w, b ,b, NS Sj'W:l Ni:, ,:, a 1wn:, r,,, SN 

C e,~,~~ ,i',~N ~,~~ 'b:l e,j,,~N:i e:,, e:,,:1,,,N ,~~s ej'iM:l e,,bil,':, eS,.v ,~,N~ 

• j'7in:1 e,i~,~w e,i',~N e,Sr,~:, Nii'~ j:l S.v, [Fol. s a] •• 1i,nN :,~_v~:1 ,Ji~:, 

:,•:,w ,~ • e,:1,,~ S.v 1,::: ,~,c, ,,,~ Nii' ~o,, ,,, e:,,~nr- S.vb w,Sn:i, • :,~,7 

n:.,,::,w e,b ,i',~N l7ii~:iw ,~s 1,::1 e:,S :,ii', :,::1 iN~nbi ;iNi:ln :1,,b ::·,~ 

e,,w:,i e,:iSb:i e.vn:,, e~~:JW ,,nN, d e•b :i::iSn e,i',~N:i S:i iwN ,,,.v :ib 

• iwn ,~b ,,~1' e:,', :is~~ 22 :,~ S.v, ,Sw:i~ :ib:1 ,.v,, NS, i,:,7:,w e,~~~::,, 

,s~ N,,.,, + e ,,s~-~ N,s,s, NiTn:: SN,~,s ,,,.v + :,p,~.v e:,', :,,:,w :,::,:.v:, ,:,1 

jWM:l :,,:,w :,:i,:,1' e:,S :,S~~W 'iN j:li .J:,:,,wr,:1 :,~ _v,, Nnino~, Nnp,~.1' 

n,~,::: iU~S N::::,,, ,,:is~, ,wi',~ ii:iD NS •:, S.v, + j:l:l ,;-,1:,S e:,S :,,:,-v 

e:,•:1,,N S.v on,,,i,:1 o•,~S N~:::: • ~•~w1~ 23 • ,,w~~ :,~:1 ,,,:,, iWN ,,i, t::ii, 

♦ i:l:li :lii e,1' :iii:1, ,,:l s~~w ~io,o, e,:is~ :,,i,::,N ib:i ♦ oi:1NS ,,:, 

e,,:1N:,S ,n, o:i.::1p~ ,:, e:,:l N:::,,:i, e,i'i'Sb:i niNb w,w ,,::1 1,,~ ,:,S~, 

• ei:lNS ,,:, er,',:,, en,i iii,i,w 'w:, r1:::.v ,.v,, NS e:i, ,,,n, :1,,r,~o:, • l,'Ji:i 

rin nN:i.-:S en,, ,,,,i,w e,Sw:1 e,:1w,•b:i i,,~1':l ,:1,w ,~s • e,,~s n~,w 

S.v :1w,,n:,S en,, :i:1,~v e,,~ n~iww inN i,,~.1':l 'i:j~ . ei:1NS ,,:, o~,p~b 

c,',w:1 e~bi 71,N:: ,:1w,w i'i :,~nSb:1 e,::::,, e~•Ni :,~:,, :,~:, yiN:, S:i ,~~ 

NS :inNi • ~,o o•:1 ,,•n, :i,i,,~:, e,:,wr,~:1 e:,,S,:i,, ewb n,s~s ,:::~n:1 er,~,, 

viN:, i:l.1' "WN"i :1', i•or- 24 '~iN i:l ',,1' + e:,S -,•Jil,':, nN c:,•~,,i~~ iNi 

~:,~ .vc,,SN iiVN cn,N:i e:,S ~w,:1:i 7,, N,:1 ,:i,n:1 en,.v n:,', en,N e,~,:,~b:i 

,:1,~ i,,~.v:, :i1, • ,,N N,, 7wn ,ww~, :,n ,,,,,~o:: ,:i,:, ,w~ . ;:; i,,~iw:: 

riibiS.vn 1, ,:,, ,~,:i.-: ,, ,~Nit' ,:;, :,1 S:i ,,:,7:, :,~:,, e•:::.v,,:1 N,, e,~,:,~~:l 

• ,,,::1, r,S,nn, iiin :,n,i,, o•~,.v~:, ,t,,N:, c,,:1,:: ,,,N:, 1:i ',_v 1z :,~:in 

NSN t:iN ,.v, ,,~ Sv eS,.vS :iN:1 :,,i,, tNW • •~,_v :in~, :,SN ,:i r:, xrn. 1 

tNW :,S r:1n, ,~TN :,_v~w niNiS ,~,.v :,~,w:, NSw :,~, • eS,:i o:, ,,,::1 ,:, ,,-~ 

•:, • i ,::1, :,,,N jn• •~ oS,N, 'biNw Sv :,,:,,~ :in.v, • ,~~b j?i :i,,:1~, :,b:in 

a Ex. XXVIII. 28. b Jer. XXXIII. 22. c Job XLI. 7. d Ezek. VII. 

I 7, not literally quoted. e Dan. II. I 9, where the reading is ,~;: Nt"i, 

./ Dan. II. 22. g 2 K. VI. 19. lz Job XI. 6. i Job XI. 5. 
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XII. 6-15. CO~l~IE~TARY ON JOB. 36 

:·r:i~iV -,~i :i~:iw ,;,,~', ~:i ,,:i, ,,::iiV :,7:, i:ii:i i~:,j i"t{i o',,l):, ~j:i ,',,v 

:,,:,, ~1, ,,i,~., ,,i,~'':!' ,,~i:, ,ri,t{ • ,,i,~i ,,i,,v o~'pi :,r,i, ~,:, p::i:·i 1~w, riw.v 

n,ii,~::h ',~ ,r~i~, o~,,,w ,:i iN,:i'w o~~,~i ,~:iw o~',:i~ ,·',w•, i~.V~ o:,', 

j1.V~W •:ii ,', '~~ ,,i,,v ij?riw~ j:l ',,v . ,,,:i ~::i,w:, ~,:iw :,,1,~ ~,:i:, iw~', 

1'J:l ~,:,, • ',~,j i·::i', i~', '.1''~ 'i~:::, • o,',w:, o:,,',,v o:,•::~ • ':l~ ':::~ 

'1'.1' • pt{':!':, :itvii~ 1:i n,r1wl)', n:i:, ,~~:, ,i, ~:iw i';:i:, ii:i.v:i wii'::ii a ,,·~::::1 

• ,,i,c;~ c ,1,~i ,,~~j ,~:, • ,1,~i il)~nw o,t{ ~-:i, i:ii:, :i,, • b ,•r,,jir,wv ,,::::i~ 

o~~',:,.::, o~,:i,l):, o:, • t{':i:, iiVt{', :i,1,w:i ,,',~:i o~ii o~w,vw 0'i'iiw:, :,~i• ,:, 

',•:,i',, i'~o~, :'Ji,ii~ 0t{ • lii~~~w i::i,~ r,~ ~j ',t{w o1,,~, 7 • ii•:i ,,:,,',~ :iwV'i!.' 

ri,~:,:i ,i, 1i~t{: :,~:,r, :,nit{ :,nl), :,~::iii Mi~~ iM.V1 ,~i,, + d ,j::::l'W~ ,~, 

o:,', :,,:, o~ ,,i,:, • e ,~~ o~, t{~:, ~:i ~', ·~~ oi:,r, ,,,v . o,:, ~~,, V.,t{, n,::i,v, 

',:,~ '?~ 9 ',',:i:i ,,~ o•:, '~i, i'i~, ~,v, :,~:,:i ~i::i:i i:iiw iii~, • ii~~~ 1:i :,~ 

,,·:i ~i:iw ',:,;, ,,\ ',l), 10 • r;NT ~i, :iriiVl) ~,~ i~ ,:, v,~ ~',w o',,,v:, .n,~i:i 

r,,~:, '~ ,~il)',:i :i,~:,',, l)i,'it, ',,:i~ j'Ni ,,,:i ri,w~j:, ,:iw ~iii~, • "ii ',:, w::ij 

ril)i', :,7 jii:iri ~~ri,iij? l)~,w ',:, p~ N',:, 11 • Ni:, ~', o~ ~j'io~~~ ~~, 'j:l ,nt{ 

w·~', ::i'~~:,i,, l)i:,', j'NW r,~7 :,~::in o,w~w~:i, 12 • ,i, ci,~~ ',:,~~ i·nw '~:, 

:,~:,r, 0'W'W'::l • :i,·~ ,~,N 1= ~:i ~riv~w ,,.1' .r:i,w,ri, 1.v ,~v ~i:-iW ,,,,v',:i 

• :,jl)~:, w~-,:i ',iii:, iWN::i • :,ji:ir, o::i:i :i'.i o~~~ c.n:ii~:,w ~;:h, ii:io ~ri•:, 

'i':, 0~ 'iNi :,~:,ii 0:l:l i"~ ,~ i1:l0 'li':iW •~:, 1:l N',i + g :,~:,r, lii~n 0:l~l)i 

Oii:, ~,:ii!' :,~ + Oii~: 1:::i 14 + i1:l'~ ,j•N, o:ir, iV' •:, :iii:i: i:l~l + :,~:in ,,:i', 

,;:i', i~,~ i~~'i!' :,~ ,~j= Ni:i, • r,,n~, ~, i~,o Ni:iw :,~, • ,n,j::::i', ',:,,, ~', 

',_i, i~O~ i~j:, i'~O'i + rj:i:, :'j1',~i, :,7w :,j:i~ N',i oii:,' ,~j:, lz =,',ii~ ON + ~Ml)i 

:,',,ii;, o:,:i o~i~iV o,i'~~ o·1,,:,p~w '~i~w o·~:i i:::.V' 1 s ,:ir ',•:,;-,,, w·N 

,j~~ 1',v~', '~~t- • r,r,~, ~', 'i ',,v ,,v o~~:::,, ·~, • ,w:i·, :,,,:::', o~'i!.'~, 
T 

a Job XXX. 24. b Ps. CXLVI. 4. c Ps. LXXIII. 2. d Job XL 1 o. 

e Job XXVIII. q. /XII. 16. g XII. :2. Ii Xf. 10. i lsn. XXII. 22. 

j Job v. 10. 



COJ\lJ\lENTARY ON JOB. XII. r-6. 

,,t, :,:::ii + 0~1?~ ~,~N p,~i XII. 1. : ::11"N i~::.,w~ .ii~i t,_v, + :,i',N ij,i1 Ni:::~', 

,:i,::1~w:, 'I~ + .lii1N :i,i~Ni o.v '.iiNW 'l::)i, "Ni, + 1W"ii1, 0\ii~ ~,,::1 .Iii~~ :inN 

0"ii~o CliN :,wt,w C.iiNW '1:ji, 'iN'1 Ci~~i'~ i~ ',.v i~1:l1 ,it,::1, T::l""N 

:,~~r,:,w ,::1wn.ni ♦ a Ni::l i".V "~N, ♦ c',,.v:, c.v i,~ i'"liWN iN C~j,".ii't.:-'NW~':!' 

pNW ,t, 7i~N::11 CliN ir,,~r,w~ ,n,~'I c',,.v:, ~~~r, i,~, ♦ "::1 Ni,, C~::1 :,t,,~ N":i 

·::iS, c~,~~ :::1:::1:, ~i, c~ 3 + :::1:::1',, ,~,~~ :::1,:::1~ W"Ni + :,it,N ij,M Ni:::~t, i,,~, c,N 

"~~N ',::ii~ Ni, et,,~ ii::1.v::1 inN~ i:::11~ ,.v,w,:,t, rinN :,~,w, inN 7ii ,n;,t, c',,~w 

01N ',:=i, N',w nNi _vi,t, • :,',N ,~~ i~N "~ M~1 • :,~~r,:, .ii~ii~~ + C~~ -
,i, :,~:,w ,:i.v,t, ~,i,i,, j,inw', 4 i~i.v:, Ni:, "~N ',::1N + 'i':,t, :,~.v~ Ni:::~', 

.ii.V~ i,t,_v t~".v'='~w :ii S.v :,,t,Ni, Ni1i' :,,:, ,t,,Nw + i.ni::: .n.v::1 ij,1nt,, ,~n~t, 

:iNi" j::l r,~wn t,N 7:::1,,N t,,::i~::1 "7i1 ',.v C"~".v',~:, i~ ~::iw~ :iw.v,, ,:i~.v, i.ni::: 

t,_v j,.V1T "~NW c~~n i'"i:l t,_v Ni:, 0"j,i11':!' ,t,_v C.iiNiV :,t ~ + b ,,~~.v:::1 .v,, 'l''I 

,~w.v :,t,_v, it!-'N~ + 1,:::1 ,,~i, 5 : c c,t,~~ i"N1 ~,_vt,n, ni~NiV ,~~ ~.vi', Ni,, + "Mi::: 

1:l"NW + C"~i"i .iiWi::i', ,:,,~,t,':!'.i i~N"1 i~W .iiW.V iWN t!'"N" + pNw fiir,w~~ 

Ci:::11.V::1 j"',::ii~W ciN "~::1 :iN1iW~ c~, W1~N t,~.V::1 ,~~~"N "~ 1~W.V ',i:::10', ',i~" 

+ i::1 ',::i,t, t,~,~iV i:,,i',w ::li ,~t, i:::10" N',i c:,t, l::li j,Mitv i::1 ?"1~~, ,,t,_v 7i"'l 

,:;it, ow ',::i~w ciN:i inN~ ,:i~ c,i'i, t,~,, Ni,, ,~ ,,i,~, ii.v~"iV 1,~~ Ni:i ~,o, 

o:,,t,_v j,i1W Ni:, iWN C"t,::i,~:, i,~~ j,1T"~ Ni:iw N:l~~ ,ri~~,~~'i.:i, ,i::1,~ ::1,i 

in::i" Nt,v c,,i,w', + dpNw r,ir,w.v ,n,Nt, c,t,:,N ,,t,w, G ',w~:, Wi~~, 

,:i,i,,n~, i:,,1,~,, Nt,w + ?N "T"~i~ ',.v ,i, n,n,~::1, ,,::1.v::1 ,r-~ ,~i, • c,i,,w~ 

on,N + ,i,::1 :,,t,N N"::1:, ii!-'Ni, in~ Ni,::1 Ni:, i~ 0,,:::1 ',i::i,t, ,,::1□ ,~"NW 

Ni:, :,t,N t,_v, + ,:i,~~ i,j~ c:,t, j"NW 0"""1MN :,~N, ,i,::1 N~::1:, t,N:,w C"T"~i~ 

,i.v,~ t,,i, :::10,~ :,; t,~, + ,~"N1::1" c,t,w~w ~,o, 0,,:::1 :,,i,N ,~N~::1" Nt,w j,Miv 

;1:::1:,, c·~:Nw:i ~_vt,:, + 'ii ',.v + :,1 ',.v :it ,::i~ .n,n,~::1, pNwi 1,:::1 + c t,~i 

:ij,1::lN:i ,,::it, + Jii1i~:, ',_v::1 '~N + :::101~ g i:,~_v,, :,i',Nt, Ni1j, ',_vi +f 0"~1N"~t, 

t,,:::'t "::1N1 + 1:::1 ,,t,~i ii.V~"W ~ioi ,,t,w, pNw:, J'i:,,~ i~~~ N":, :i"ii::1 :,i"N~:, 

,1 Job XI. 12. b Prov. XXIV. 17. 18. c Job XI. 3. d XII. 5. 
e XII. 5. f Ps. CXXIII. 4. ~ Job XII. 4. 
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33 CO1111ENTARY ON JOB. XI. 5-12. 

nri~~ oN Ni:i S:1x • ,j~j:j', 7b::::.v i'~,:::b :,r,x i= ',.v r,v,', ',::,j x',w :ib ,',w 

r,i~~xw :,b ,x • c,~ ~j::b ibS1n~' 7~~:jiVb:: • :,~::n Mib,Sliri 7', ,)~ G ,~n::::iw 

• n~j:;?it' :ibb c~',:j:i ~:: iS i)~, • o:,r~ 7i'~"1:lb :iriNwi • a ~j::1~,ri :ib ',.v \j~.v~,,:i 

~,:,w :,~.::: li1i • 7:: .vi,~w ri,i j;bi.Vi :,~w,r,:, ~~~ ii~b Mij'',',i Mni'', 7', :,~:, 

:,::1) NS, . ,j,.vb • .:i~~n:, MN w~ij:, :it:Ji::: 7', Ni:, ,,.v ~:: • :,w~ ~:: • i~~,.v 7io~~b 

Ni:i .ve·,, l:lli Mib~W 'b::-~',, 7;,.v ~~i, 7,~ r,nr,b r,i.:i)', ,i, i,rw :ib ',:i 1~~,.v 

:iw,.v Ni:i i~~,.v 'bi',:: c :ib::n ,-,,',x :,w,., ~:: 'b:: :iii::W 1,w', :,w~ 'X'~, • b :,',::b 

• ,i, i'iMii!' . 'l''X '.Vi :ii, • d~i!,'jfi n::t:Jli ')in, • 7~j,,Vb r,:::i' r,::,w:i, 7b.V 

• ,ri.v, ~~o xi:::b',i ~~w:,', ',::ir,:, • i~IJQ 7 : e 7.Vi:l :,wr, ~', ':: Ni:iw 

c~bw ~:i:1,) s • 7b:::.V i'~,:::b :,~xw o,x:i .iiN i, ~,:, :ib ',.v ,t:~iVb ri~S::ri, 

ri~~:i ~:::, cw', ri~w.v :ib • ?l':jfi nb • 7~w.vb ',.v 7~~~w cw ii!'N cij,b:i ~,:, 

,.,i',b.V 'bi~, iiin . c~bw :i.:i,; ?li i:liw ~:ji, • ~~:ji!'b ~::ilib nlii', ow', 

i:liw ~;=h, . :,~~w:,', .v,ri :ib .f,j~:lb~ ~b pib.V j'ibli ,,,.v :ib::n:, ~~:, ',,xwb 

g N:::bl'i j~Xb :ib::n:i, ,,,, 7ii~:, ',.v, :ltii:, ',_v i:1"1', ::lW j,bi.v:i, c~i:, i,, 

:,j,Vb.:i i :i::i"1 t:l,"1 c~:,',~ 'b~~w 'b:: ♦ h :ib::n l'iibit,.vr, ibXiV :ib::n:, ~~:,, 

,,,:::b:: • j~Sb ..,,:1.v:1 ,n,x i~)o~, iiw,.v, cix:, ,,::1:: =,~Sn~ o~ ro • :1,~x ~o,~, 

,~_:j o,~:i i~~o~ '~:j iN • ii~~o:, ~in~ ,i,,.,p:1 ,,.v ,::1 ,::1~w~w ',~:ii'~, • i)0ib 

~•z,:,', ,~',.v ',:,i'', ',~:ii'~, .J,VW'i -,~:: :,jr,j fi~ ib~W 'r-:: ,~:ju,', l'Wii t,~,.v 

• i~liib::n oi~ ~j:Jb ir.:',,Vj ~:: n~w.v ri:: ~',t, 'bi', • ij:,.~w~ ~b + ,~w.Vb ',17 

,t~:: ♦ Niw 'fib .v,~ ~, . ., ~:i J J ,,N ,,:, '::'.Vi 1',z,b', 'NW 'b:l k :,~::n 'ibi',.vr, ,:in .. : 

~::i', • jji.:in~ N?iV l:l?i,V:, t:lWini ci~:1w ji~ Ni~i l ib,V p::j x', l:l:l', iWX 

o~n::wjw::, • w~inb xi:,w:: .v,,~, c~::iN 7i~ x,:, ',:1~ • .,~b nt_:i'j ni',i, ,j~~i!' 

:,:::ii :li:l: w~Ni 12 • i', iX:l ri:i x',w ~:i oix:, :lWini ,~j:::;i', l:l~i::ij 1N OiN:, jb 

. ?~~~ . :,; ',i, ,::1~w:,', x::1 o~ c~i:1, ',.v::1, :l~j ~',b x,:itt.' :1,:Jj w~N '~::i~ ,,i, 

t:~ i';:::;i', -,',w ',',:i . M.Vi i.:i tXW + Ni:j i~~1 + i:1•w:,',b iriliii i::1::1', ii'li~ 

a X. 2. b Job IX. 22. c ibid. XXXIX. 17. d Targ. on Prov. IV. 5. 

t: Dcut. XXIV. 10. {Eccl. ·vII. 24. ~ Job XXVIII. 12. h vcr. 6. 

i XXVIII. :!3. j IX. :q k vcr. 6. l Ps. LXXVIII. 37. 
,., 
) 
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c•:,t,~ ,::, • :j:l'Nti Ni:, ,ji~:J t:·•~ N? 32 • c "j:j? ljili or,:: r,,,i:. j? ,::,r,i 

r,v, n,::,,~ ,j,j•:, i!.', iSi 33 • "lii,:i ,,cl:, ',:·Nw :; :ji.:•~', ,,,n, N::l', ',::,i;w ~i:, 

i•r.:,', 1j,j,::l n•:Jib:-i ?:i•w + il,'ii,'i :,,::l::l riv :-,•:,:t' i~ i':,V:j:,:,', ~;•:i!' ',l) ,.,, 

:,,:, tl~ ir,:j ,t,::l ,.,::l-, :ii:'1N 35 i,i::li~ + ili~"N1 + ·riii,', N?'V i~::liV ,t,li~ 3-+ 

+ ,lii'i~:: c,',::, 1,,r,~ N', ,= + ',,1,,J 'iV? d o:i,D,j;ji •~::, •i!,":jj :,~j,j X. 1 j::l 

,r,,~~ ii!.'N::l 'biN Ni,, ♦ lii~N ,r ,i,li i•:,::,;"i', •or:, "i'PiV ,',,i, :i::liliN j:J ',.v 

tlN li~t:.' c••w :,j:, •W:jj n,,,ib::l i::liN N?N ♦ C :,J,?::lNi ,n,w :,n:Jit'N :i?l,'b', 

ON 'i'l,' i::liN iN i::li~ N?iV ,r,~Tl,' tl~ ,e,:jj :iDj,j ':j" iV' C:i • .t:,n::iwN ,,~N 

•jN t:N •jli•v,:i ',N 2 '~N·w 'i:j~ :-i,::liN '~Nw ,~hi • g ,~:itl.' i?~ ,lii!.'in;-, 

iO:jli :ii~i •j::l•in :,~ ',.x, :,1,nr, •jr•,,:, • 1i ,D~w;,:l i;r•w,, N',i 'i'l-' • i',,::i: 

e:jiV~ j'iWli? •iNi1 1', :::liD:, 3 i :,jl,'• N', ,,,::, ',::, •::, lii::l•i i•~N .Vii~ Ni:,~',N 

',r OMi? ,i, :-,•;-, 7,j:j', NDM t:N c~, i.iii?:J? ,,:j::, l),J, OX~lii • iMj'i::iti tliN:, 

,,::l ;"ijr,j y,N :i,r~', '~NV :,b Ni:iiV :rliiV1 r,::.:l) ',.vv 7t, ::liD:i ♦ ,•~::, li,J, 

7,:j::, .v•J• n•nw:,',, Mi?:J? • 7,t,N pw', ~,t:7 N:::l:: • ir,',N', r,.v:j,:, .Jl,'i!'i 

j', :.,e:, ·~,N :,r,.v, + ir.:Ni i,::lNi :,'::l'i'':-, OiN::l iV' t:)M1W :,w',w iVii ,,,r, 
i:iii.:) • 7•:j::, .v,~, ON~rl ,::, tlj?',n', :,,:ii!' :ib~ • ·:~~ tlN,'ii ::lN:-t i'',n j,ii!'lili ,::, 

• k li~:j ,:,~ l,'•:ji:,, 'b::i . 7ji:!iCi j:J ,::, r,,N,:ii :,,',,J • lil,':ji:, rbbi • 7i'',r, 

•:j', ~:j::, liiNi:J ON + ::l::l',', N',i tl"j,l)', liiNi', 1', ii!.':::l •;,li:, 4 I _v•~i;-, C\-,',N 

1::l,iN~ tli,:, tlj'j, N', tlNt:.' iVi:N ,~•:::, 5 + MiNii i,j,l)t' :,~ ~',N r•i', i', j"Ni.:.' 

i:ij'j? ,:,~~ 7::,',, • ij~b tlj'j, N?i [r,inNl ViN', Mi::l, N~tV iN r,,~, ,n~', 

------------------------------

a Ps. LXX III. I 3. b Zech. Ifl. I. c Jcr. II. 22. d Ezek. XX. 43. 

c ver. 27. .l ver. 27. ;.; Ps. XXXII. 3 reading ~'.F, h Ps. XXXVII. 33. 

i Job XXXIII. 1 3. j Job IX. 2,1. k Dcut. XXXIII. 2. I Ps. L. 2. 



COJ\ntENTARY ON JOB. IX. 18-29. 

:i7i •:•:.i i~•:: il)Wi Ci" o•w• ~~ + •~l)•ii' •~ :.~i •i::1:: ~:::iw~', eNi •:~~~ v°~X 

c,~ ~i, :i•:,• ON :inr, C ,i,w~, '1•S~ :iwj):i -,~ n:: v~~~, ::::h o:n :,',l)~i, '~Nil..' 

t:N ;•::::', N":i "i!-':::: liiiN 22 + -~~ ~, ',•l)j~ :i~ •:: •·n i:N~~ :,r;i•n:,t, 'iVj':.N - -- • 
• ,,.v c•·n:: iii::N :i~S, • :,',:~ ~,:, l)Wii or, ·:: :i,w S::, riN~,n e~ rii',~ 

•w:::i: l)iN N? 'li'N':::i • d e•:,i:,N:, t:i:::iiV• l)Wi:i n~, j)•,~:, ri~ ri~·w:: i:iii 

~ii!-':: j~i.:::, ON + ~':iV C~ 23 + + N•:, :iii:i~ ex lil)ii• •w:::i: r~ •::i • :,•~r,:: 

~i,N ,'i',nr, ii:j?i~ lii~j)ii x',:: ONri::: ,ri~~:is, ciN:i ,i~i'i, ,·:::h x::• jiiVi, 

:,•~:::i,w •:~ • i:::n iNii:: ';:ji, 'ix:, v•wi:,i, '•i::ri,~ ~,:it:.' i~~·:i ,:ini· l)i!'i i•:: 

• ::••n oiN:i'iV i•i::, ·;•·:l):: o·::iii o·::::i :,~i~i • ~:j~•t~:: :,o::• o•:it,~:, o:ii!-' 

:,wl)w Ni:i •~ • ~,:::i~N . •i::~:: xS ON • :ilili •:v•,:iw '~= r1,::~, :,xii •:~ :ii 

·.: ,~ •v~i,, Vi~ iri,• vi ·:~ rii', -:Si' •ri::,~ -~· NS:i, • •~·, 2s :ii S:: .i, 

o•S:::i~j:i rt:oS, e•::•,N ri,~:N:: + :i:l~ n,•:N Cl) 2G r,:c:~:. fi x,:, c,w ~~~ 

i:n:iiw vii', riii:i~~ o:, •:: ::•::x '"Ni!-'i: . :i::~ 'iN i!''i • o,N:i ',l) e,~ri:::i 

Sv N~,, •',::::, ,,,v . ~~,,~ n,·,i.::v n,•:Nw 'iN ~~ O)i • ,::•x:: ,,,J.•:: ii::~S 

ni:::i• • c·,~• it:.'::: ''lii:•:::io:, ,w.v• rf, ~~,,:, ,,.v:: ·:: • :i:N 'Nij):i co•~ •::::i 

S::•r;1, c:·x~, it:::: .fSi::NS Wri iiV::: ,,,iri 1::, • S,::NS wn Ni:iw 

.~::::i :i::T.VNi • en:r~, ~ri•~, :,n::wx •::',:: ·~,N •ri~•:, ex • •it;N ON 27 [Fol. G b] 

Sn•S j'iiiliNi • :i;•S::x, •• e.vr :,•::::i i:iiW • gi1l) :ii, ,~:i x', :,•~:::ii '~= . ·:iin 

"lili i::ii' :,::, •::S:: ,~,N •:N i~ •r,ii~• 2s • 1z ii' Sv ~·S::::11;:, ·1~:: • •ri.v,w•', 

·:i':r, xl:,w 7·::::iS i'"i:::i "i': \j~W ~~= •= •:iv,• • ••:iii:::.: ,,J.' ·:Nip·, ·:,::~.v, 

t,:,,i :ii :i~t, j:J O~i 7•:s::i', "i': •:N'C' '~:: •:ij?• l)Wi:i :iij)~::J + JiiViN •:::N': 29 

a Eccl. XII. 7. /i Job XV. 13. c Job IX. 4. d Eccl. Ill. 17. 

c Isa. XVIII. 2. f Hab. I. S. t-: I Sam. I. 1 S. h Amos V. g. 



IX. 6-18. CO~1MENTARY ON JOIJ. 

il.':li o,·:: '?w,~:, Ni:it:.' o,n', '~iN:i 7 • :ii,n ~i:iiV ni::.:',~ oiii1N . ji:::.:l:i~r"i· 

N1? n,•, . ,n~:::::: t::~w;-, iwn 0i1N ,',;-,• N;,, ,, 'l' c,nn• ,i',•',;-, ,,N •:::,: 

• b j•::: il):.1 j1l,': ni:,i:, .:7-,.jt:i ':J il,':l .i,',~, + i1i;-, pli:l :ii ',:ii a iiiN :,•;• 

• c ;-,;:i,o N:n ,,n:i i~ 't;N•iV '~:J • :ww :,-,;,o, ;-,~,o r~·n ~-,,n ;-,;:,, . c:h,li 

iiil,';-, 'j".j::l c•tv-,;:::; OiVi C ;-,""1,l)C::, j~ :,;i,t;:i d S~t::1 ;'i~•: j:J i•:j;-, t:i~j) -,~O::li 

n,S,,.j :ii!.'11' 10 • i,,,:i Di;:i:i o• :i,~~, o;-,•.j~;-,:~, i:•~w, v,~ -,•:mw ,nx, 

•;:i.', 1''i1' N'?i • 1;:i~::l c:;:ii:i1 O•i;-, j.),ril,'~iV 5 -,~~iV •;:i1,i Ol'ii;~', -,pi1 rNi 

j'J x', •: ,:.•w;-, ~,:i•'?N, :,•~ Ntcn ;-,1:1 ,:,w~ Ol,'•,,~ :,•;-, i:N ·:: + :,~ ',l) OiN 

C~ 'r~i~, ::t:i~ 1~l' :•i', J,"~n~ 0~ ~li1 g 1:-INi~ -,•:~ N'?i 1~Ji• i:'.'l•',N '~~iV 

,:1' 7,, :-li'N =,,'?n• iit'~:, • ,~i::i:: r::1~ N'? ,;;:i', ·n,•:i ii::', it.:li •nN::l 

i::i.v :i":-1 j"::~ •n~•;-, C:::~ =,~, • 1~~:l j;:i;-, iit'~ 'j'i~ t~~; o',w', i', pMriNiV 

-~ . =,,,D~ =,,~n· ,,.~ ,~ 1z =,nn:: N•:i =,~ '~: . =,nn• 1 2 i:iiw =,Mn:i, c,NnLl::l - -

:.:i, ,:·:::~, • ;-,~-, 1'iii::, :ipm i•: o•iiilJ • ::,;-,-, 'ii11' iMnci ,•:in;; j:J ',;.,, 

niN·:i 'i::·', :::-,, •n~,p n~T', ,, 'li i ,.,,1Ji• p•-,, ',::;-, o~,.:::~, . :iiili L:i::::~ 
N'? •np1:::: ON 15 •,;-,u., :i::,,~:i, ',~:.-;-, •::;N •: =,~ 14 +i1:J: ,,;.v:i, n',w~~, 

;-,•:,i "r"1~ij'i 1li • pnn~ •~;:i":L•~t, =,~, . ii;;:J ;-,;:i rnn~ ~', ~:-,• ~', . :-,;j)N 

•j;-,i!,' + i~li : •i~i.:7 ;-,~', '1 'j' ~•;i;nn '?N 1:: ', O 'iV • •:: rr~N~ • n ••:-, ~', + ;-, :il) 
I 

•.v:::;:i :i::,:i, • •;""'::'i.:-~ ,~ ·:::•wn:-, ,n,1'0:: . •;::,w• :-,""'1~0:: 17 • ,~~w~ ~',·nn:: 
• •: - - : T 

'~:J 1'? 1
• 1N . O'lii j"-,it:••: •ni~ :-,•iii~1 c•,,-,~:: •;l)•:T,t'" ~',x ,:: • iti:',i 

• ~x :. ,w n n ,.,:,, jii!-'xi:i '·~: . w•1-: n,N~.,: ', ~:: •w~w .J ,~SN ,n,, : ~· n, 

a Is. XIII. 10. b 2 K. IV. 4. c Job XXXVII. 9. d Am. V. S. 

c Job XXX VIII. 3 1, 32. .l Job XXXIII. 1 G, 29. g Job IV. 1 G. lz Prov. 

XXIII. 28. i Isa. XXX. 7. .i Sam. XXX. 12. 



CO,\IMENTARY ON JOB . VIII. 19-IX. 6. 

.i,L;i:• t,~, a •:i, •ri•~•i j''li 7N ,,t, o:i•i!'J,'~: N:j'ri~ t,N + l,'i l,')~ j•Ni c:,L;i 

L;i.v =,i:~ •i:iL;i :,7 :liij;i [Fol. 6 a] : ,~ii t::l'in r,•~:,L;i jii!'Ni:, ,~:::l) ,~ij;,.:~ 

r,•~n :in,~, ,:::·L;iN ,t, 'N :,1: ~::.:i·:, + b Olii~t, ri,::,:::ii1 j"N 'I~ 0"l,'iVi:i 'lj:, 

'~~, • N~i; •L;i: iL;i•~N t--:i:i :moiiV ir,N :i!.'l,' t~ Ni:, :itoi 'H~ ''Ii c:,N:j' 

,n,L;i~t, on 0Nt~'I ~t, ',N 20 •i:iiV 0"l,'i o•J,'j~ ,.,,Ni:•w ':::'li'N j,•i::::, r,•L;i~• 7·N 

i'"irr oL;iu,i, :inN iv•, ii ON 'I~ ,t, o•l,'i~ ,·: j)•m· Nt,, • :ii::: i•L;il) N:: 

l,'•i• 'ii~ 7i:, 0'1J,'i~:, L;i.i, • :,l)iiii 7•r,~c,i 7•~ j'ii1~' Nt,~'I -,.i, 21 • 7i•: 

nw: :iV:lt,'I j•N,iiV 22 + N r,r,ri :,~~: N;:ii + di:jr,• i·:l•iN t,,, i1'1i:::• =,N 
• 

• ij•,·N ::h •,::J o:•Nw o·.i,wi L;i:,N L;i:N on 7i, 7~ : 7L;i ,t,~,• NL;iw oniNi~ 

:w, . i•;::: irivn, :iit'n i~ L;i.i, • c ,rito=:1~ w'l::,.i, n•:, :,L;ili~', 't.:Nw '~:, 

j~, . :i•N p,•, IX. 1 ,~,N~' 'l.:~ ::1,'IN ,,:·w• nNi L;i.i,, .J7~liii jrii:w 

,~~ o•l,'iVi riii:::: 7ii L;i_v :w.i,L;i L;iw~: .l'Wi:iiV i~ ·~ •nri• o:~N 2 • :,~•i!':i 

Uii''i:li: ,:L;i•.i,,n Nt, ,,~j i'•,:.-: '•~NiV ,:::~ jiii1 o~·= t,N Cl,' wi;N i',:::• :,~ L;i:N 

=N : ,,;.i,~:, nto•w i~, . 1i o•,,t,N:, ~,:::w• .i,w,:, nN, i'•,::.::, nN •~ . i::::N oi•: 

i'iOL;i~ •n~tor, :-i~i "l,'i.:-'~ :,~ ,,t, ,~:::it'~ l'il,': i~l,' :•it, iOi•~:, w•N:, f~M• 

S.i, ,:~:w:-iS, ,n,:l,'L;i w·~., L;i:,• NL;iw • ,,j;~ r,,::iit'n ,~ L;i~ ,t, w'I i•riij,i::: 

Ni:, + ::L;i o~r, 4 •i:,iV :,~~t, r•;.i,:, i1~i~ j~ + =,L;i~ •;~ ~'ii1N '•~N i•i:i 

7~:,L;ii ii:•~ i,•Ni o~r, w• 'I~ + r,~ v•~N N~:,v :ii L;i.i, ii.i,i_ • :,wi.i, ~,:, :,~ .i,ii•i 

'i'l,' ♦ o·:iSN i:l'i~ ,i:'i :iw;,·w ri: ,n::.::S 0•i:, ,·SN :-iit'j,:-r -~ . t,~:, j~, 

,ri:::; NL;iw o,L;iw: ,:~~ N:::•, ♦ oL;iw·, ♦ i 'iW" t:.-'"N ,:,~ :i,,.~· W"N ,:, iVj'"i 

01"-':, L~,• ••1..• """' ••• ,,.,. i-,-.~, '"""j""I, .,,,..._ :,• .. , r,••,~ •••""""" • .., • .., :ii~• ~· / ' I~·- 1.i,1,111 1..:1.- ...... - 'ii,,I_.I I II,. I - ,_ 1· .J,1,111 I-' ._, •·1 L.,i.., 

7ii o•i:, ,•:,• iN oiN jili:l .,~,i'~~ ViN ,,Ji~jG 0"i:, i'";"'l,V~ 5 Ni:-iw ,~.v :•it, 
'•::i ,~ • ,ii :,~ ',.i, ol)·,,· NL;iw • ,.vi• NSi .J o•i:, ;l,'~~' '~~ • o•i~' L;iw~ 

r,•~,· jitv~i 'ii!.'L;i:, ♦ k .,. :,iii o•i:,;::, 'i'l,' :,;•::1 0:-i: j"NiV iJ,'j'I NL;iw '~'l,''N 

.m,-,•,~~l,' :,:::.:r, 'i'l,' • j!iN:, L;iw :-i•ii~l,'i G • / •~:•in :,~ L;il,' •;•l,'•ii:, i~N•W r•;l):, 

,1 Ps. LXXIII. 1 3. b Ps. LXXIII. 4. c Job V. '2 . d Isa. XLII. 1 3. 
e Job VIII. 14. 

i 2 Sam. XIX. ++· 
./ Dcut. XXX. 3. ~ Ps. XCII. 8. h Eccl. III. 17. 

j ,\lie. \'I. 2. k Hab. III. 8. l Job X. 2. m Prov. IX. 1. 



VIII. r r-19. CO.\lMENTARY ON JOB. 

':N?~? i:,,~~j)~iV =,iD~j' ~,~t, x:.• N? ir,~r,,',r,:,:. i:.~x: 12 + O.JN 'iV? a ,~.nN::.:. 

=-ii;i'~ N?? :.o,~ j)it:~:, =,,o:.t:.1 w:.• :,;:,~ • bi.:-'::~ =,Sw r,~'ij;W 'i'l-' • i!,•:,•• 

S::,, o.:i, • :,i~::::i' ~,~i, N::~ X?'t!' c i.::a:ii' ,::::i: x7~ N?iV j:Ji • w:.~·w ii::i,:. 

ii:..!,':. M? Xi:i 7:J ?:l i•:. ??i~r,:,:, =-JiDj)" N? i~i?i1"?:. Ni:iiV j~i ?:J i!'i~? 

o•~:, ri~i~ i:i:.i.Ji i',ii.:i ii:..!,':. :iN.:ir,~t,V '~'l,''N i~.::.:r, ?:J •,~t,, + i::W o•~:, 

i:iij';iV~iO Xi:, ?".JiiV ~~t, o~~:, ii0i1~tv:: :.iiVi t:ir, Ml,':: i~.::.:r, ?:J O'iij' c,:.•• 

r,~i• ri•r,,t,r,~t,, ::S ii!'i~, 7ii o:,:. j~Nw • SN ~n:Jitv S= n~ni~ i= 13 • o•~:, 

♦ ,:,ri~:., ,',o= ~.!,'~~, ♦ ~ii'~ ii!.'N l.j. ! Oi:.:J J:Jili tNW o·~:r, jii:J N?N t:it:.1:, 

.,,~ ....... ,, L,,, , ... ~_, L,, ,.., ... 1., .,,~,,. 15 ""'"-''.. d•••i"-'~ '"~""""""" ~--•-., ,,,,~ ............ ,~ --~"""• 
1w' _._,)/ /., ~ I - /,J/ I.. I•"' I_J,/"-'_ I.."°...,; ♦ l~I •"' \w _ _,,J/ 111,.1 ,J/ ♦ lo,/ ..;,_,J/ ~ I ..,.1 

:,j ?:i c r,•:::, Oj'i 7~:, t:ij)" N?i i:: j'~ii1"iV ii:.Ct:.':Ji =,,r, ?i!' ir,~:. ',l,' iN 

=,~r,:, 7i,:: N?i ♦ :,r,N iiV• ON 7i ONG ♦ ',x ?X ii1Wr, :,r,~ ON 5 ?l] :.o,~ 

S.v, . ir1:.:i ',l,', =-~~i :i~:i~ n~S,w N·:iw ,,1':. :,~r,, w~w ~,~i, =i~ o~~:i, :,.::.:•:.:-, 

o•::.~ ',.:i t,.v 17 =,Ni ',=:, ~',~~, ,•wiWi ,.ni',,~ ~w~r,~ :,:. x,:iw ,.n:.:i ',:: ~:~ 

i:jiN =,N + i".lii1.ii~ i? j"X:. t:•~:,i :,.::.:~:.:, n:.•DiW ~"ii1X j:..no~ •~~, .f rrnr, jij' 

l,'i l,'.:i~, i~W x',i ,i'~iri xt, :ii~ S= ,:. :iNi\i n~ri,t,r,t,, ,::h:. ,w~, ii ~,:iw 

iiiiN? i,j)?C:•~i + l)~?::~:, i~l'?:.• OX 18 + i"::i:iiV o•,:~i W~W? ?t!'~ t::itv 

t,: ?i.J x,:, :,,:, i:.?::. '~NW ·~', i:l-.:Y ?'i.Jt:.' o~,::x:, r,·::.~, :,.:i:, i~ ,~,i'~~ N~i.:i:, 

;;wri::, ri,ri~.n i~l-' t:iij'~: -,.n,~, i.ni~ t,,.:i~w j::i!' ',= S.:i ?l-'i t:·::.N r,·:: ?l-' 7:: 

:,r,l)~ ~i:itv j~ri·~~i N',, 7•ri1::i ~? ,t, i~N~ ,',·x= ,p',c:~:: ir,x:,, N~i.:i:, ,:. 

:i?i,i,'~:, i:Jii i!-'ii!'~ 19 :,•,-; i:iij'?O o:,~tv o~:::~ r,•:.i ?.J:i ~i:,iV 7Si:,i w~~::n~ 

i:iij'?C:W ii1N i~l,'~i • il,'~:w r,~r,•n i::::il,':. :,r,J) Ni:ii!'~ ini~ t,,.:it, ir:r,:,:::::,, 

+ jii!'Ni:i '1~ip~ i', :,•:, :.i~i :,:,.!,'~? o~i::D:, i:::ic:~ ii!'N i'iViW iM~:::~ ,,~~ 

i~W j"Ni t:~r,~t,~~ O"l,'Wi :iXii ~i:ii t:l~J).JE::i i:ii~i::~i ii!'~i 7i Ni:iiV: O'i~ ='J~ 

a Ezck. XLVII. 11. b Ps. CXXIX. G. c Ps. CXXIX. 7. d Isa. LIX. 5. 

c Lev. XXV. 3o. l Dan. VIII. 5. ~ .\1s. -.:,:.,•~:1. 
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23 CO~li\lENTARY ON JOB. VII. 5-15. 

;iii:', ,i,i' ~t~ ,x • :,:,~:, n,~7:, x',: :,:,~ ~t~ o:iw • c 7~t:::l,, ,~~·~, ,,,v 

-~~ j:, . n,',p: n:o~:, 7,n: x:, 7',i:,w YJ~~ o·~~:, :,~,, . v,~,~, ::,~ x,: 

:i,pn 'N'~, . :i,pn ,,li ~i, :ix,, ~,~xw . :i,pn o~~? ,i,?:j , :,',~',n rinn inlii 

~~',, + .ri:c:~:, Ol,' ~,ix', t,~.l""i~i ~,n tNtv '~i', :,~ii + d ~;w:, "Din nipr, i~~ 

~iN:iiV '1~~ + ,~~o', X: xi:, j~ ~~ 'iX r~in:, Cl) N:i 7',i:,w ~iN:, ,~~i:,'iV 

n,~xw~, ~·n n,i ~~ 7 x~,: ,n~~:i ,i,~~xw 'i':,1, ·,x, • t,•~,~, ~,n xS:J iXtt'; 

i:)O:J ,,,~~w . c :Jiw~ x',, 7',,:, n,, ,,, ·~xw '1'li • :, ~ n,~i', ~,~li :Ji~·n x', 

. ~x, i~li 8 • ~i, iwx ',:: ,,~ j~w:, n',w o,~~ ~i, :,\-,w :,~ rm~i? i~ i:1;:, 

ri~wli'iV ,,:,~:,w nx~~, ~,~,~x in~',, o,~:i ~i, :~~:,', :inli ~: ,~,~li ~ri,x :,xii 

:Jiie~ x', Pli ,n,x, . ,i,~, Pli :,',~ 0 • 7',i:i, 'i~~w ·t~ :ivw ~~i, j?i :itx ~,tli 

,n~:', ,,v :~w~ Ni, 10 x,:i, :,t,li~ x', 7·x 'i~~, • :,i,li~ x',, ',,xw ,,,~ i~ . ,,li 

~~ ViN ·~~ . ,~,i'~ ~i!-•;x . ,~,i'~ ,,li ,,i~~~ x',, . ,~::, "ilii.:'N Oli ,: .ri,,:i~', 

J~ oix:, 7i1W ~,nxi • :,i:N i:~ in~:,x ',~ ~~ + viX:, ~'iV)N xi:,;v .t~', X~Mn 

~.riox~ + :,~~s i~N~'iV ·t~ o',,l)t, n,~nt, ~i, rx, s~x,:i ~,~ 0~ 11 + ,~•n:J ',::, 

"iMX tiio~·: :i~nx :it',, n,~:, i,,~'l.t,',t ~~ j'iVMX Ni, • g :i~nx o',,J,,', x', 

n~·nn: ,~~ x', "Dw~:, ~~i,, . ,~~i:,;v nxi:, :,:,~ riixi', ~,~li :ivr, x',w 

o~: o~liw,:i, '1'li o,~:i t,~ 7nil,'o nii:J iliO: ri,~:,t, ~,x o~:i 12 : o•r,~:, 

i~tt,~.: ~t,li o~wn ~~ + o~:, li il,'t::l iti',~:, + r;n ON + h t,~,~ x', ~p~:, ~~ 'iVi~; 

,~,i, :,~,.., ~.rii~X ~~ 13 • i i~W ,w~; r,x p, j~w:, ',x '~Nw '1'li . n,~~x x',w 

n~wx, rw~x, i:J ni;xt:J ~t:,li ~,~n;n :JS: ~ni~N oxv ,li,o~ ~,x ,~ t,~T!.' 

. ·',li~ ',p·, jtil):i xw,.:: 7nx 1xi!';i 'i'li • ~~li ~:~w~ ~n~T!.': xw~ • ~i,,~:, 

jtv~ ox, • jw~t, ,i, ri~,~ ,,,~x j~W:i ~~ r,,~i',n: ~,n~~ ~,x ~,:i, . ~:~Q011.t 

♦ j,:n~ iM:Jili 15 ow:, ,,::.~, n,,~ x',w Vi?~ xi:,w~ riic:~~ ~,lit ,t,:-,:~, /qin~~ 

a Ps. LVIII. 8. b I Sam. XV. ::?.3. c Deut. XXXIII. 25. d Josh. II. IS. 

c Ps. LXXVIII. 39. f Ezek. XI\'. I 2. µ- Job VII. I G. h Isa. LVII. 20. 
i Job I I. (), i Num. XI. 17. k In margm. The text has j1

.:.•.:. 



VI. 27 -VII. 5. COMI\1ENTARY ON JOB. 22 

:,:::l) i'~~;,i,b a n,w :ii:: 'b:: • o::l)i ',l) n,',~',l) Ni:::~', ij'"bl)l'ii ,w,i•:::: ir,i· 

;-,1:, :--tij,b:: ~:: ,::).!"ii!) :,m i::i', j,i o::b:::l) ,i•bl,','i + ,',•Ni:, :,r,l), 28 l)i:,', 

":l rNiV iNini ~',l) o::n,~,::~ .N: i:mv 29 + :::li:~ ON :--t~i• o:•::::: ',.i,, + •:ii'W 

•iii:i, •j,i::: [ilN~~n ~i::,:: in,· ,i',i'il"ii!':i ,~,', :,:::;i ,,17 ;:,it·, • :,',,.i, -
,~ • jbi N:l:::: N',:, VII. 1 [Fol. 5a] ! ,i',::: ,i,,:,, '::i~, ·:nN::'iV ii :--tl'i:::l . :,:: 

j'i o',il):: ,:•N ,::i,o, 'i':, ~'iV,i,b::: ',,w~J', ,~~n ~b~ ViN ~',.v w,:~', oi•j,i :::::rJ '~~ 

N', ,n·,~ ,,:::l)', ;-,~,i ,',·::::NiV ,', ::i:::j' ,:~iW i~:w -~~= ',ib,i,',, ,,::17', j•:w:: 

inni:b .lil)W ~::i1, oi~:, ni~::l :1il) ~',',•l: ·:,~~biV :,-,i.:,!:, ',l)::', i::il):, ',::: 

~:l:bji + i', i:n~ ~',· '.:il) .r:,i,',i + i:: :,::,~, ~i::W ',i~N '.:iVit"ii . ,~',~ '.:ij''.:b 

jl)~ ji'i ',.v ♦ :,~:::bi :--tij,b ♦ =i~w• r,',.~, ♦ i'~i', o,•:, ',:: ',bl)i o:n:: Mi~W 

~rib Mi"" r,~•Kv:: + ~n',nj:, j::J 3 ! c v"i~ i~l) ',l) o•::iNiw:, b =,,~w, tiib'iV 

d::il) jri~ ~b ij?'.:': 'biN, :,ij,b •ri~~:,w '~N~it·:: 'biNW ,:·m ♦ Mi•:, iiN iiiii', ',n• 

n,j• ~',w niii', ',n•w:: Niw ~', ni~:-i n~::b :,j:,, • i:jo~w ib:: ~:::::~·b ',l) nijN, 

n,',~',, o~n,· ♦ C o::',::~t.:) nN :i:b iiVN ib: ♦ ,j~T ♦ ~', i:•b ',bl) n,',~',, ♦ •', 
T • T • • 

•b ,.,,l) + o,j,~ ·nb ~nib~, n,:', ::.,l):1 •n:::w ON 4 ~i:--t'iV i"N i~Obi • ii::i!.''.: 

nii•ijiV -,,:~ :,7 j:: Mj,',b Ni:-tw g iniw Mj,b ',j,w ',l) + '.:il) iir~~ Jij':::l jri" 

'N'~, h =,w::: ibij,•, 'b: oi\i =,w: i,i, o~,,,: ,i,::w ~j~W ~~', ~njv iij~'iV :lil):, 

-:.,,;, :,~•i •iw:: w::', s ~i:--tiV • i.n:w ,,ri ,~', '::::~ • :,',~', .r:i•b i:ll)~, ,,~, 
T --

rnw;-, i•',l) N:l:l i::::N:, ii:i:: :1iVi~ Ni:,v •~', i~l):, ',N '.:~ij'i t:•;: •:Ni + i~l) 

no:::: N·:i o; :'ib .. 1:-t i= ',.v, iw:::, :l"j,ibi j"MiV:i r,in',:: i::::l):i ',',:::, tt,',::::n:, 

',,i, Jo•:, l);ii j::i ni.r~j,:: 'i•~w + i)i'iN ~l);i ',,i, 'b:: .Vj,:lj 'b:, ;;i •ii,V ! i:l 

jii i= •:: • •::ii, Ni:, :'iit!' •ii,i, ni:•w ~ri::i!'l'iW: • ,i,;i ~i,l' ,,~ w~, . o~::i ri,i,, 

t:b•: Ni:, •i:, + C:~~-•~ ! k iiil) ·i:: ',::N• 'r.~:: + iiil,' ,~,; N1ij)', + :,7:, i::::t:::, 

a The reference is to Prov. XXVI. 27, where the reading is .ili1t:' as 111 

Leipzig Ms. b Ezek. XXXVI. 3. c Am. II. 7. d Dcut. XXVIII. 07. 

c! Dan. I. 10. .f Deut. XXVIII. 67. g :2 Chr. XIX. 7. lz 2 K. VII. 5. 

i Ps. XXXV. 20. .ilsa. LI. I 5. k Job XVIII. 13. 



21 CO~lMENTARY ON JOl3. VI. 19-27. 

o:,,',l) iiiN1 iiiN ',~ ii~:i ,~ ,w,:i 20 o,~ 1N~~ N', :,r,l)t, ,::i',, . ',ii::, ',N 

N',, e·~ ',.v '•;,~i:1:i nw,:i 'W? ':,·~.,,:i 'in~ :,7 7ii :,.v, ,i~r,•, '•i.v ,~:iw •;:h 

15:ir,1 ,~',~:,, ,w,:i ei',., e:,,t,~ ,:iw e•~', e:,,i•.v::: ,ri',w e:,•i,,N, • ,~:::r~ 

,:i N:::r~~i:) -~r, O~j)~:, ',.v :,,,, '1N1 + e:,•',.v e:i', rit::i ,~ ,~i, u.,, o,, + a Oi!.'Ni 

·:N':!' ',r,~ in:NS ,i, er,,•:, :,r,,i, ,~ 21 b ,~.:,j)~ ,,.v ,~·.,,tin N',, • :i:ij)~ jic,',: 

,,,.v ,~.v~ en,,:, eN ':,:ij):i', ,i, en,•:, ,.,nl) ,~ '•~ '.v,',N 'ii • e~·',.v ',t:,·~-~ 

r,~:i~',, in,', :,,:,w on,N t,~', ,,,:i ',iiJ:,w :,i•,:i:, :,::,, . c :wN inN, :,•:,N ,i, 

,,~~ nn ,,Nw ,',,n e•Nii en,,:, . ,x.,,r,, nnn iNiM : ,', :ii·N ,,., i~ :in.v ,.v 

,r,i~N ,~:, 22 d. ',i SN ',,~w~ ,iiVN 'i'.v ,,,~~ e:,t,.v N:i, j::i e,N.,, t::n••:,, 

,.,~Nnw ,ii:i.v:i iN • •:, ,:nn e~', ,;,i~Nw :,i ii:i.v:i',:, ,,,~,,i'r, :,~', ,,i, :,:::ii 

',.v . 0~iiVl)~, ! e:n~~, : 7,,,,5:i:i .v•,c, N',, 7~:::.v:i ;il)W~, 0i, 7N~M ,', 

,,~',~', inw ,,,1,~ • ,,nw : e :ii:, ',,r,:, nN ,', :,w.v ,,, c:::,.v, ,r,~ ji·, 

,', ,~•:i:, . ,ni,i,~ :i~':l ,,,ii:, 24 • ,:i ,,;:in .v,,~, e~', ,n.,~N :ii',~ • ,::: ,,~23 

1i!,,l', '1N iV,, + ,:::r,~, ,~~ + 1:li~J 25 + + o~,i:i,~ prinN, ',N r,N w,,,N •:Ni 

e~~ r,~i:, r,,~,,w :,~, ,', ,~,N en,,:, eN • iw,, ,.,r.:N i,,,i,:, ,~', • n,;,,l"i~ 

n~i:,',:, 26 ♦ e:~ r,,:,,iV :,~ ',•_v,, :,~, ,.v', 7ii ,~~ :,•:,, 1N ♦ t:N, 'i!.',ir,Ni 

,ri,i ',~ '~~ • ':!'~,: ,.,~N riii?i • e,:iwir, enN eij)".V ',i, ,,~.v', ei'i:i',, t',•~ 

N? i~ ',_v ,,~r~ N·:::,~w :,~ ii::h :i,wnt,~ c~',w i!.'N1J ~i~N • • J ',,o~ N:::,, 

'~;N t:liN'iV r',•~ i1:il,'~ e•r,•~,~~ c,:iwn: ,,:,r,:, ,t,,, e,i • C~,i:li i',:ij,~i, 

• ,',,5:in eir,, ',.v =iN 27 • •:,~~n,n NSw c:i~',w wNiJ ,i~N :iwr,, :,~~~n nii', eNi 

=re,:,', c:, ,~ '1N + :,~r,J', NS C~i:iit' ,.,r,N ,~ + :,l)i ,', 1i!.'l)li'r.V j::i!.' ',~ 

• g ri,.,:, w,N .v~w~ ,~~ :ii:::i' n,.,i,, 2G r,',~ :,•:in, ,:~·Ji':,', ,,n,.,~ ',.v :,i::: 

: l,'1iVi:,,, h ,:i Mii iiVN i;)·N Mi' 1::i, .v,,w~', ,:i,:iwn, ,:i e•:,',N n,, iiVN i!.'"N ,,5:l'i!' 

',_v o,',,~~ en~ ti,~, ~N • o,n, ',.v ~~ :,,:,, :,Ji':!'Ni :,~,w:i .,;,,~ n.v, ',.v, 

pn,, . c~.Vi ,,N:i :,ni;'~ ~w.vn ,~,',~ i c:,', :,.,~,, '~~ • ii~n, ••• ,,~~ tm,, 

a Jcr. XIV. 3. b Job XX. 9. c :2 Sam. XVI. 18. d Ps. XLI. :2. 

c Dcut. VIII. 17. ./ Prov. XXIX. I 1. ~ Hos. IX. 7. h Num. XXVII. I 8. 

i :z Kings VI. 23. 
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rg COMMENTARY ON JOB. VI. 9-15. 

'iN i=, . iin•;i f1::)"i' pw', • a o,,~ iri,, '~~ • ,,, in, : r,i~J ,il)i!'', ,;N,:.,i!' 

,,, ',~:i iN •= i~iV ,~•~; MN j)i jtot:J;i t,N '~N iWN~ + 11l) •:i.,~; i1~~, N',~, 

: :,',~n NS::i ,;~•, • :,i"~iV :iri,N~ ,,, iri;,, ~t,,, :iril), • Jtoi!.':i ,;~~ •;N·:in:, 

:,,:, ON1 + c ,ni~~ l)~,::i + b ,,, l)~:::l, ,~ ,~= + ,,n i~~', ,;N,::, + ,;,.v::::i,, 

',l), • •;ipiV :,~ S= ',.v :,~n; ',::p~ ,;,,,., ,,.v riNl:i :,',•Nt:,i:, j~ ,;n,ro:::i~ 
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"il= :,~ 11 : o,,n~ ~i,~ in,:: Ni:,:,~', '~~, • e :,;~n O"it.'11i'~ ,~ t,N, • ni~Nw 

,;~ c:h,Ni • ri,~~ iit.'~~= ow:, •;N~i,it.' ,.v :,ipNw :,',N= o,i,o,,::i ',,:io', 
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p,, ,;:iN ,N o,:, riil)O i,',::i,o, o,,~,.v:, o,;::iN n= ON 12 [Fol. 4 b J : Vi' ,ri,N 

cN, i,,,c:::,, ,,l) t,,::io', o:,,',.v :,~in:, ',·~:,', o,',,~~:, r,i',',,o:i o•=~w::, 

o•;::i~ n=, • :iN,::)i:, ri' ,.v ,,',n::i N=,,, N?W riwn;~ • win; ,iw:i 

,;,iro;p',_ ,',.v N:::lri nNin o~:, ,:::;, :,~ ',.v win; ,iw::i, • •il= :,~ ',l) ::o,~ 

o=riN~ ,;~~ :,ni; o=~ :i:::.v N,:,w :,•win, • :i:::.v ,', nri', o=~ •::i ,riii.V J"NW 13 

. ,.v, :ii::i~.,, :,o~~:, 7~,t,~ :ii', ',pw~:: • • i:il)i~ orJ', 14 • ,;,~n;n N',w 
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:,ipN ,=, :,•~ri:::l '~1Ni '1~1 ,~i' :,~, + 'tN iWN', :i1it.', 1N :l)i~ o~:, ,,-~, 

,~;= :,,:,,, • ,;,7.v,, •;pin,w :,,~ ri.v~ ,:i.v,~ • ,,on :,o~r~w ,ri,N', ',n,·N, 

·nN • ,,~::i ,n~ 1s : :,o~:,:, ',i.:,•~ '1'.I' w,~~, . :,',.v~', i•=mw :iilli1 :,,w,ri 
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,1 Hab. III. G. b Isa. X. I 2. c Lam. II. 1 7. d Ps. XL VIII. 7. e Job V. 1. 

/ Job V. 8, 18. g Lev. XX. 17. lz Prov. XXV. 10. .i Josh. VII. 5. 
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r7 CO!\lt\IENTARY ON JOB. V. 26-VI. 4. 

w~,~ rii',1':, : c~~~ Ni,~ ,:~~~.v ,~', ,~,i.i7::li . i::lt:::i :,1:: p-i :iN~~~ ~i, r,',:,:: 26 

w,,~ .i7i,:li'~ ,:in • a ,:i.vi ,, ',l,' ,,, :,r,',l,'i ':, n,n,i:, 1,w', n,',.v:, ,n.v:: 

pi w,,~ pw,1' j~N ,~ 7n1':: 'n~~~ :,t,.vn j:, r,,:,,, ,ri.v~ w,,~ n,',_v:,, • iril,':: 

i::, N?it' c,,nN~ :,i~ii'ii MNT :,~:, 2 7 b ,pw, w,,~ ?J) j~, + r,',w,::~:, :iNi::r,~ 

n,::,wri ',:, ,,:, : n~N :i~N:::~ri, ,~~1'? :,,i,1' -i,pn, • 7', 1'1 .i.i7~, Ni:, pi 

:,ir,o~ N? ,:, ,i, ~,W.i Ni:i, :iiliO~ ,:,ii iwN ,::~? ii~,N ',l,' ::,~N i,1' i~,i,N 

::,w', ,i, :,,:,, ♦ ,,o,,~, ,n,:,,~ p i,1' ,N~M liN .v,,, 'i':, ,:, i:,ii CW,i~ 

j~ ,:, ♦ c~n o,v:,, Ni,, ,,w ,o,~ ON~, ~i,, ♦ ,,i,1' CiTi~W ,i, pnri:,',, ?N ?N 

i~i:: ,',,',l,':,',i iw~i.i7', i::', i~,?N OW iit,'N:,i + ,~~i:,, io,v:,w ',,,N:, 7i1 

',:,~ ,i, :iwp:, -i::i,::i ,w~in', ,~i, ',N ::,,N ci, i:, ,,,~, ',:,~ ,i, :,~p:-i 

Mi~N ?ii'~ ii, 2 ~,,~ i1!~\ VI. I. ! ,::, ,n,N ',.v :,',,r,n ~,i!,•:, j:, ',,v ,,i:, 

• ,i, i::iv :,~ ',:,~ ::i·N', :,wp :i~.i ,::-,:, :,7 ,:, • o.v:, ~,:,, ',,,Ni, ,:, 

c,:n~r~:: ,n,:::, iiV,,,~, c :,,:, ',l,' :,,:, p,~1':, ,ri,,:i, . ,cl':, ',i'i!.', ',,pw ,i,,N 

:,,:, 1:i~, :i,w~ ri,',p,w N?~ MJ)i:l~ !iMN:i, ;,:,::~~ MMN:i N:in N?'.!' c,~lN~:: 

:i,w ,n, iNw, ,:iii • n,~,w ~:,~ ,n,-i:::~ ,i, :,~:,w :,~, nnN ~:,:: ,cl':, ',pw~ 

o,v:,:,, c,~7~~:, :iN,, ,~,NW :,r,l,' ,:, ,i, l,'i,NiV :,~ ,~~:, pi ,r,ol,':, Ni, :i,w:: 

u.,, c~, • ,i, :iN~v :ii::::, ?1' ,cl':, ,:::,, o,,~, ',,r,~v 7,~~1'~ :iN,~ ',pw~~ :,i:,:,i 

:i,,:i:i, o,v:,:, ,n, ,~w, ,ri,,:, ',1' o,_v:,', ,i, ,,Nii!' :,~ ',pw, t,,pw ,i, ,~i, 

~c:::1':, ,~~:, TN ,cl':, ',p,w, iiin ri,,:, ,i,~N ,~:,, c~~~ ',,r,~w :,~ii ,;,,:, :,r,1' 3 

,ri,,:, '~~, • d iJJ',i ,nw, ,~:, :,,:,,, • ,vi',:, ,,, 1~~:::,, • il'S ,,::i p ',,v .:i.ii1' 

~,w1,j ~::', c,t,,:,,u., ,~:, c,vp c,:::,r, ,,~1' ,,w ,~,r, ,:, 4 '1NW Ni:i, • ,~:,1:,w 

o~:::r,:, ~itti~ 1,:=ip,~w o,,v',ir1:i ',w~', ,:::,r, ,,:,, 1N . ,:::~n~ ,,,w, n:::~~ 'i,~iV 

n~n 'i'l,' i:: j~Mw~:w c,:::r,:, ',N ~iWli cr,~r, r,',~ + ,n,i :,nw Cli~M iiVN 

,~~~ N~-in, N',w c,~r,:, ,:: j~riw,~w o-iN oo 1,·~ Ni:i, c wr,~ n~n n,~,:, it', 

,~,:,,1', :,i',N ,ri,.v:: . :,~N, :,~N 1'.Vi~n, c::w CiN:i ,,n Ni:i, ,n,, -,~:,1:,, + l,':::~~:, 

er,',:,', ,,:~ ,:,-iv, • ,~Ml'~, c::v c,i,o,,:, c:, .f c~:i',N niin ,:,r,i ,,,,v 

a Zech. XIV. 1 3. b Job XXI. 32. c Ezek. VII. 26. d Obad. 16. 

c Ps. LVIII. 5. .l I Sam. XIV. 15 (the Leipzig Ms. has :-i-:-:;;~ as the 

Textus Receptus). 
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15 COM~IENTARY ON JOL3. 

tN:J. 1:i ,~:::,v,; NS ·c,iio,, ~,,i, N:h ,i,,, s~.vs ciNw:, ,~,i,:, ♦ OiN ,:, 7 

:ii.v:, n,,S,n it:'N:, 'li'N ,,:::i, ♦ ,::a:,j) Ni:iw pN, s~.v J)im w,,n Ni:, NSN 

sw~ c:,w =,t:'i ,~:J., ♦ SiN'iV ,i, ,Ji ,t,, t,~i,t, oiN j:l :,t,Ji~t, ~:'.:lil)t, 

,t, ,\, ,,,~ ~sN rN: 1:i i~::a:J)~ NS ,,t,Ji ~:::i,.vS ,:i·::~~, ,i, j"N:J.:i o•i'1o,t, 

iJ) a t,~.V ,.Vii1 j1N ,w,in ,r,,Ni itvN:i '~NV ,::;it, tvi•::i j:, 'N1~W ':J.i 'Jii t,,v, 

,,:, ~', ,:, • jiN i:'.:ll'~ N::a:, ~t, ,:, ,t,t,pw :,t,t,p:, j~ i:,; bi:,,,~ :J.~N1 

NSw c Ntvi yiN N::a:in, ,:, N:::, Nr, :,,:,,, t,7;v jiN ,n,N i::i,v~ .li~t:::S ,,Ni 

,t,, .Vi7i!.' o,N ,t,, t,~,vt, tliN •:, d ,,v7; j;"iN:J. n,~, i'i r,~:::,w 1,:i~ :,•:, 

i::i,V:J. --iwN '~NiV •::ii:, N1:i j:i ,t,,N, + i•:,mw :,~iN:, ,;~:, o,N 1i::a:,pt, 

NS ,,,o, i::i.l):J. i'tVN tliN:i i~ i::i,V~ nN~t, ,i~i :,•;, NS ,:, ,,~ ,, e o,,o, 

,:, ,t,,~ ~t, '1~11:,::, • ,t,, ',~lit, oi~ ,:, pwt, ',::i:, :,~i~b1 i1N :,w,v,w j:,.ii, 

o,~:::,·:, WN ,::iv, o:, =,,,vt, i:,•:);,w ~Wi ,~:J. ,~:, ♦ j,N ,::i,o:J., ,,,r,:J, t,,;.l)t, ON 

o·~w ,.v :,t,,v, on,~ :iNii:, i~~,w ,.v :,t,,v~t, =,,,vt, ,:i,:J.;,, :,t,,,; :i,,,~~ 

rN i::iioi /iN,iV o,~w i.li ,t,.v, int,,nr, ,,,o, i::i.V:J. iiVN OiN:, j:, iii, l,';i:,i 
'~ 

,:~ os,~, 8 j,w.v~ ',.v pi p,NnnS ,,~:, s~.li:J.1 j1~:J. po.vn:,t, it, :,,:, NS, 

,.ii,,:, NS, ,t,.v cn,,w, ,~t,,::.:,w ,,t,~ SN Wiii ·ri•;, ,,,t, :,7::, i:J.i ,v,;:, o~ 

,~:, =·~,.,t, ,,,:, nS,,; :iw,.v g ~,:,w ,~,N :,nxw '~:, •:,,, :iino~ ,~,N 

:,,:,, =.vi~ o,,,,p, o,',~w 11 OiN:i i::i:i i'=~:, ~t,= ij,n tN ';l,' '1NW 

'i!.', 'C' • o,~,i.V n,:wn~ ,·::i~ 12 '.v-~-., ♦ 1,.1 ,:::w ,:in .:lit, ont, :,o~i::i o:,', 

o,~:,n;, ,,:is~, ij.li,:, c,::i::a:~ '1,:,w ,~t, :,ii::a:~i!' ii:,~t, :iNi=n:, o:,t, 

·~w,; iN=i ,~·:::::in:, :,~i:ri:, ii:,~~, 1t i=w :,i,=w~ '1NW • O~ili:J. g o:,,~,.v= 

:,,:,, iN 'li1::l'!!,'M~ j::::i o:,t, ~=, p~~ c,',::iwS, o,iipt, it,,w :,t,~n, :i:J.,~ 

rw,,, 1 s • c,~,,:~:, c:,~ o,t,,~,~, o,,,,; o,::n~:-i o,=iiN, c·tco,t, S.v i,,~.v;, 

,v,w,:, 'p:,t, • i c:,·n,n::iw ni::in ,, S.v . c:,,::i~ =in :,; :,~, ':,•~~ :J.in~ 

ti:i•,, :,;,t:,•.tni NS, 1 2 jiw',~~ ,:i,~•wt,• NSiV ,~ ,:i,::i,,~, NSw o:,•~~ 11·=~:, 

c·=win, o•;;•i,v~ c:,w i,=.li • :,i:J~~ c,t,r,~~ ;;~.v, IJ pwt,~, • :,•w,n 

a Job IV. 8. b Job V. 3. c Gen. I. 12. d Job XIV. 8, -:c>-'! for i'"lK~. 

e Job IV. 1 (). f Job XX. G. f: Is. V. 21. fl Amos VIII. 5. i Ps. LIX. 8, reading 'i!.'J. 



V. I-6. COtli\lENTARY ON JOB. 

t,,i,,,t :,~ ,,i,~ ,~,~ ~; Nii' + ""i:::li~ 1;;N c~ ,,i,~ + ~) Nii' V. I ,i, ·~ix, 

t,~, ,,.~ ,~,i :iil70) fii~~'iV 7~1-' i"i:, 71:, '~NI:, 7)i1,' w•:, , Xij'l7W 

7xton Si,,w N::a:~; • 7,~~ ,i, 1-'iN,w iN • 7i.::i~ i~x·v :-,;:jn c·c·,,i'~ ·:~ 

io,~:::l w~~i~ ,:·Ni·~ i;•~i:,• ,oi,,~ t,•,xt, xl:,~ • t,•,xt, ·~ 2 • :,7 i,~ 71:, x:. 

CiN nl:,i•N 7ii l:,i,, • :ii..:O; ·~ii '~Ni, 'i':, l:,i,, ,::I:, =,.1n,, ,nn~in, :,"::j:-:i 

:iN)i' n·~n ,ni,,,:. :1w,·~ i;•xw :in,~, .a ,::i, ,:'J1-'i" .,. l:,i,,, ,~,, =,l:,on 

·n,;liiV; :,~ 'iN :ii::: ,,i,i,, x::1::1 • b ,~•;•N wi:N l:,~i,,:., c•,t,i!-':, c,in~ ,S w·w 

l:,•,x ·n•xi •;x J •i:iW n::a:)I:, i:.x, n~~· ,~i,, ;-;7 i,~ •I:, K:::l t:;i7W ,t,•x~ 

• =? ~ ~ l + i·~n :,•:,, i~iV ii.::•o liii• :,•:, xl:,, c•;:1::, c•o~;::i it'11-':::l i!',iw~ 

.::px, .c in,· 7~ ,;,~~n •;~ :,~i,, ,~~ i': ,i,t,pw :,l:,,n i:.l:,:1 ,~:::i., l:,i,, xl:, 

N:i:• xl:,w iwii!-' i::ii,,.:: n,r~·w • iiw~i,,, cxn:j ,i, N.::w ~:, ·,) ,nl:,,x l:,i,, 
•: T 

ii:, X.:: :,1:,1:,j?:, iN e 1,~ i::a:j', :,l:,ii,, 1,'iii jii t,J)~ i.:: J)i,n,d d1'1N i:j1,'1J 

i-x tvi~t, "c~n:j :ii i~;~ ,,x w,iw~ '~XiV ,~i,, .""l:li!'; i,,n~, • cxn~ 

lit!.'"~ ,~ c·~n,i, ,·~ li"tvi~ c:,I:, :,•:,, xl:,c· lit-·•~ ,•;::::1 ij'ni, 4 ,i,i,i' 

,~~,,, + g :lj'":, i~:, ix ji1~:, p~:, i1-',t!')1N i"N~ / + 1-'lL'~ ii::i•i '~~ :,o;i:j~ 

i.VW:::l :ixiN ,~ 7ii l:,i,, • i,li:, ")i'ii c,~~,w:, c,i'~:::l i,i,,:, il-'t:.·.:: i:i~ 

:,•:, ::i.,, • ,i, i:l:ii' :,•:,w ,i,:::j'w s ,~i, ,i, i.,,~, ,~i,, • I:,•:::~ i,~, h "liii1-' 

c·)·)~i, '~ ,,~, • c·)·:::~ l:,x, : ,:~~ ,i,;,~ Ni:i, ii,,iii!-' ,n,~ t,,::xl:, ;I:, 

c·~:::;, ,:i,ni',, c·n,n, c·:::,p i:::l i.::i, ':,ii';, xl:, c~ i.::x, liii:itv i c~·,:::.:: 

n~,w~, tvi•~ iili•t,~ 'ii • 'i71-' pN li1-'i :,1 • c·n,n:, j":::liV i,:::p:, c·::lii c:,w 

i,~~, cl:,•n o·r.:::, C\~l,~i i,D, ~xw, . ,,t,x i:,ni', ,w,,~ n,:1·.::ow c•:::,i' 

• 7"i.::i~ C)Mi, ~i,, ,i.,,~:, ,~i,, • ii•:::p iWN 1~ 'i:ji, ,:i'"i'j:, o·~::: =,xw, 

t,~x•w + i:,•i) t,~ :.p~1 t,N j'i.::i ii":::j' iW~ i~n, 0~1 i71,'•l:,x 'i~ •ni;•.:: 

:,l:,;~i, 11.:xw •:Jt,, • :,)•:::, iii' C:ii, w·w cn,Ni i::lj' :,ii!-' i"::a:p:, :.Vi 

i:::j't:: n1)liii~:,w • ,N + ,:i,i:::j.', i,~li "liiiii jiN "Wiin ·n·Ni iiVX~ 

• 1:,ii:::p· i= i,li iliiTi ,w-,n i~ oN xl:,x ,~~li~ ,~,i,~ i:jJ-'~ x:::· ~i, 6 

a Prov. XIX. 3. b Ps. LXXIII. 5. c Eccl. II. I 5. d Job V. G. c Prov. 

XXII. 8. f Is. XLV. 8. o 2 K. VI. 27. 1l Job XXXI. 21. i Num. XXXIII. 55. 



r3 COi\li\lENTARY ON JOB. IV. 17-21. 

:i,,~.li i~:l .b ,: ,:,N oi,n:J j?i .a o~,~ ,N c·;~ ~"~ il,'i~ itvN :,w~:, N~:i, 

:i~:iw 'ii' l,'~n:,• ~.li~:i 0ij;~ ,:,~, :,~~, ,:-m • wn,.: ,.:,~i!' • ~,~J.' iJ,, 

: i~,:, N,w ~, :itvl,' 'tv:i, .. i'~,::: ~,N '~i, ♦ j?i:::~ ':,,':,~~ w,,N:i 17 't~,~ 

• rr~~~ ~, ,~,~, c~,~Jin o~~t':, N:J::: i~:lN,~.:, i~.liitv~.:, ,~i.:l,':J j:, 18 

• ~,N .:,,i':i, c,n.:½, c:i~in~ i',,.:~, t~~~ N, ,~ • :i,,~N c:,.: ~:::~~ N, 

,~:i~~ N, ni~ il,' i:, . jiin~n ~n,w:, ,,,.: :i,.v~.: 'X~t:.' ,, ,.v ,~,.:l,' ~:, 

o,~N, i~'1n ~n.: ~,:,w 19 o:,t:., t:JiN ~,.: 'in, 'i' c ,~,~v: ,:1 N, o~.::,i:,, 

N,w c:iiw~, ciic~ ,~.v.: •:, • c:i~,l,' ri,~,~ iriNi~ N:iriw ,.,~, c~,•Ji 

C'V ~,~, o~~w:--r p~ oi~:,i~w '~ [Fol. 3b] :,Nii rN '~iNi j"N~ini iii.::, 0ii'~.: 

tt,'l,' ~,:., o:,~:,ii~ ,.:,w~ ~,,~ o:i, ,~l,': l,'~,:,:,t, o:i~~n.: :,~~i o:,:i ,,w~, 

,::,1 N, o~::,:,, ii1t:'W d :i.v,,n iJiN j::li :,~~i t:.·i,N ~: ~N ,~,:, i~:)i~W 

:i,l,'~ o:,n:, ,~nr,~:, + ,~:::l,' i~~,N :,,.v~.: ~i:J1 t,l,' 1l,':'1i ii,.: :i,l,'~:J e ,~,•l,':J 

N:i:::, c~~w :,,:,, • n~:,,~ i',o~:, :,1, • .r,:1 ~½, o~~w, t~N~ Ni, ,~wiij'.: 1:i 'iN 

c•~:,n :iNi~ ~:i 7ii ,l,' :iii.li ii~~, ii:.1.~:i N,x N,.:, x, ciN:i •:, o~~w:, 

t ,n:,~ :Jil,', ii'::~ 20 ,~,~, ,:::~:, 'i~~, i7ii1 OiN:li~ '~NW ~~,, .g ,n,~~ 

oN, o·w~ ~,:~ il,',:,•, ,~iw~w jl-'~, i:tv ,.v i:c· N:i • c~r,~ iN:,~ :,nv 

t:J~w~ N, iWN il,' ·~~ :i~:i~ iN • n:::,, o,:i~~ 1~ :iw:, :, ,l,' o~~w o,·N 

'~:, trn~~, o:i~,.: c:,w ci.,• 21 o~, n:::,, ,,:N~ er,,~~ ,:i, ,N o,N 

. .vin,, l,'o, ~,:, '~~ iN .j ;,,~,, l,'o, [_vc,1 i:,wl,' :,in~ ~:, j:li • 1z tvN t,:,Nr, cir,~, 

.:ii.:'' c:i, :,\, 1~,,o~.: Cl'i.li~:l, 0N:~,i!' :,~:, • o:i jM~N r,::w,~:, 0l'iiVj.) ili~ 

,ri,~~ j:i ,l,' :,7:, ,~n:, l'iN o:i, :itvl,' o:i~,~ c:::l,'i on:i N, ~: l,',~,, l,',:i:i,, 

,, ,,, ,l,' on~inN ,-:i~:,',i r:i:i,, .v,~w, ,:iN N, iWN t,l,' :,~:in: NS, 

ii~~, ,,:..v.: ~,N Ni.:, NS oiN:i ~:i :,ii~ p,o~:, :,;, • k~iN7 ,,~:ii!'~ ,~:in 

,t,~N:i •• :iNitv 1~~,N 1,~1nn:i, c,Sn:i jN:i il,' • •• t o~~:iM :iN'i~ ~:i 'ii t,l,' :,~:iM 

7nl,',~tv ~nl,'~ww:i -~~.vo.: .:w,n ~n~~:i 7.: ~:i ii~~ 7~SJ.'tv ~;~ l,'i,~, ,t, '~~ 

a Deut. XXXIV. 1 o. b Num. XII. 6. c Job XXV. 5. dJob XXV. 6. c XXV. 5 . 

.f Job XV. I 5. g Ps. X LIX. I 1. h Job XXII. :w, comp. Ex. XXIII. 1 1 

( re:1ding :,~::N). i ls. XV. 7 ( reading j:: ~r for •:i ). J ls. XXXVII[. 12. 

k Deut. XXXII. '29. l Ps. XLIX. 1 I. 
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I I COMMENTARY ON JOB. III. 24-IV. 7. 

,::i::.vn~ ~?iV ?W~ 7i, ?.V ~n,JXiV o~~= ,:n~, • ow,i'~, OTiTb :,~:, it!'X:: 

~n,i1~i!' ,ri:::i ~:: 25 ~i, :i,iV ,~~,~x :,7 ',:, + j't::::i:, X?::l l'iXT ~ii1N liXT ,:::,i~ pi 

x',, . ij)::, .ii.Vi~w .,~,:: • ~rm',w x',, 26 : i.ii~iV o·,::l:-t nnb~ ~,nx::i o:,~',.v 

Sv . Di x:~, 1~ ~inx, • o~',~;:, n.v,~;t,::i ·nri, x',, • 1x::::, r,-i~.v::i::i ~n~i'i.:.' 

i:::i~',x jli~i IV. 1. ! ~::i',::i ~', :i~:,w ii1:::ii • TJi x:i~, '~:::i ix • :,::,~, .ViJ,w ~:::iiJ 

: :i,v~, :i,.v~ S::::i ::i,~x', on~~,.v::i Oiio~ j:: 'nixi? ,:i,N::it:-· i',c:.:::i:, oiicw '~= 

o~ .i::i, Nil',:, 'b:: 'ix w~ .t::.v~ o:,:i px, ~n~xi 'i.t.'ii~~ c~::ii • i::ii :ic,:, 2 

nv, i=, j"iV nnn c':,, c~::ii ,,w', j'i,:i, 'ili j:x ri.v, 1:, . :,x',n 7~',x ,,~i::ii Xi.:'~ 

riic~~ li?:::j' i:J:: 'iX w~, a i:ii :io,:, ~,w', '::l::l ':J 'NW • :io,:, ?li MiiC~M ?li::l 

ii::::.v, • '::i:,x ',i, piic~~ 7', ,~:i~, o:,b wiinr, ox 'p:, in,x :,c:b :,r,.v, 

::i,~x :,nx :,o,:, +Wi:::i,i!' '~:: p::,:,i 7::i~i!'~ X?W ',::,~ ~b :,7 ?Ji • i~?~.::l 

.vJ~, :,x',n :in.v :,r,xc, ni:::i c~b.v:::i ,',',:, riio~~::: .li?Jii:i,. :in~o~,:i 

b 'i!-':::i' ~i~? o~~n, iiX ',~.v', j.li~ :ib? jibix::i 7'liJii 7~~~ ??j;~, o',:::,o',~ 

ni::ii li'1l,'i j'i oS,v~ 7', ,x::i X? ,s~x: .i,x ?~Ji? jli~ :ib? ,J~= :,x',r, '~x, 

ic~', ',~Ji :,r,~:, . nio~ :,,:, 3 • 7:i·wx x',w ',::,~ ~r~ t?b::i j;~xr,:,',, ii:::.v',, 

,',::ic~ ox l~::1 o:i~S.ii ,,,,xn~ x',w oM·:,~; :,r,•:,, o:-,•',v o·x:i j~iic~•'i!-':: o·::ii 

j)ii1li .c :,~•:::ii.li c~,~ ',:, ,,,.v riic~~:i ~i,:::ii o~,~, ♦ 'i':, ',w ,~~, :,::i:,x~ 
I 

n',:o ,s~x: :,x',, :,nx, 7,~i, x::in ,r :,,•~ :irvw::, 1~~,i1~, ~i:i~,::i j'ii1~ n~~:, 

x',:, G • ',,::io', ',::,n xS :inx, o~inN j'iM? 7::i', 7x',~ 7·x, o•::ii c~~~ :,1 on,x 

j? :i~:in :,x-,~:i :,n,x r,i~X iWX: 'iV:, Xi" :in~•;, ON x',:, ♦ jliXi" 

,:i1w 7ri,;,n, • ,~i1i~, Cit':, ::i,i.:7~, nx;:, :ii::::, j~ x:::nw 7,,nt::::i, 7n',o:: 

7', :i~:, :::::i', c,n::i n::',:,w 7·::ii on, • :iv,t:J~:, :iij'nW ,•:;:,t:,• 7nSo:: 

7iw~ .v,,, x',, :iiro, 7::i, iWX ni~Xw x,:, 7,:i,:: ex 7rho:: t::=: n,•:,t, 

. ,,M::, o·,w~ :i:::i~x, ,:ixw '~~ • ,:ix, ~p, x,:i ~r; x: i::;:.:, 7 • jCn)'l~Y~n, 

n?i!'~, :"'1lii :i:::w,,~i.:' ~:::it,i!-, nx~:::nw~x, 'iJiliiV dyiN:i 1~ iii:n, ':: • ii~w: 

a Dcut. IV. 34. b Job Ill. 20. c ls. XIII. 7. d Ex. IX. 15. The Targum 

quoted is that of the so-called Jonathan Ben Uzziel which has n,¥f:lifi~. 

c Hos. X. I 3. I Prov. III. 29. 



Ill. 16-24. COi\li\tENTARY ON JOB. IO 

7:i irn~, . thii,1, iriN•:::., [7:J iriN, i~:::: ini•:::., 7:i iriNi i,iD ,:w jtJ:l:i •nS, 

ni',i,~:: 1,,., :i,n, :,',i, :,:: 11' tl"1w:, i~ ,ni'"'" 1:: iriN, o":ii:::, ',.v ,n::•tv" 

tl"::ll'i":, Cl' j:l iT"'INi tl":l?~:, tll' ,n,i::j, 't;:N :,1,•r,n:. [Fol. 3a] : i:lj,:i 11' 

0":Z:l'i"ri ?.1' ri,::,r, o.,,,:.:i i":JT:i r:i ',.v ,~r, n,:,r, o.,,,:::i ViN ":::.v,.,, 

?D:l:"'i 0li r:i ,ri~, 0"itv:, 01' j:l 'iMNi . tl"iit' Ni,, c•::t,~ NS t:Jj"Nit' ',.v 

tl",1'Wi i":li:-tC' i:j,: i~1i il:,;r, i:l".l'it'i OW 17 : i:l"t,1,,i,:, 0.l' j:l iMNi 

t,:,, i:liV en,.,:, iMN :,7 ?l' 1,.v ~Nit,~ ,t,,n rnn"~ S.v tl"~~,,, r~i•w 

cj,ri,,:i • 'i!'~,, t,,i' ,,.v ,v~w ~t, • i,~~ "i'0.1' S.v ,,oN,w c.,,,Nw t::"i"CN:i is 

"i!'~ri i::1,~, . j"1it' Ni:, cw i:,,1j, jtDi' 19 : cn,w~, j1"iD iN :,,t,~ j,tl.l' t,,v 

in" :,~r, 20 • ,~,~, inn • ,,~ ,~, Ni, tl"r,i:,,.v:i ,~~w ,~t,, • ,.,,,,N ,,.,;j,::" NS'i!' 

,.,,nN tWDT"i~ + ,i~n.,, 2 I • ""j:l Sv iVDj ,~, ,v,~,:, .,,,~:i • ,,~ s~.vt, 

":l itv"tv"i ',•~ "t,N ,~:i c•n~w 22 otvD, n,.,,.,,~ ::,,~i!' cniN c.,,,~~~~ 

o•,,~~~:i, •~t,w ,', w~n, i":ii:iw p•7:: 7,, NS, :,ii::j, o,i'~ : ,::p ,~:::~" 

i:l""Mi 'ii~ p,•t, ,t, :,.,:, Ni, -c·::i, .,,~ ~j•N', s~.v :irNS ·,~~, inn, .a:,jtv~nn 

o•j,SN .,,.,.v:1 :,ino, ,~j,1:::, ::,~:, ,:,, iiVN •,,~:: ,:.~t, 23 :i7i!' 'iNi 

:,7~ + :,7 1,:: .r, N:l ".l'C'i:l ii~N·tv i.l' •jij," l)T,Vi:, :,,i'~:li "n•:, i'"i:::w i:liNi 

,nc 0":l.l' i',N:i ~D~·~:1 . 70·, : i:lii :i,no,w '1.:NiV S.v 7~"t,N n,::,'i!'n t,:, 

b 7t, p.v:: lii:io ,,.., ',.v :in j"iii:l":l .,.,,c.,·~, •n,::7 :iNi" NS, ,,•::t, ij":J 

-~~w~ •:i?N~, .,,.,~ ":lii :,,no, ii~iN: tl":i Ml.'1 ?l' :li"N N~n :ii ,::1:., 

"j1:liVMiV i:liN "::l "j"ji~ :,inc, :,nl,' ,:i,, iiVN ,::~t, it'i~j ONi .c i:l.l'" 

'1NiV '~:, 0":li i:l"~" iil,':. :,it,N 70 i:::Ji • 70•, • :,7 I:,:: "? .v•;:,:, liWi:l 

":J :?4 : 'i.iio: ,::,, 7·N t'i~~, . ,::,:. n~i.v,n j'N iN d ,ii,: n::tv :inN NS:i 

·n,•:,:. •~nt, •:~1, ":l ,i,,., o~, • "j:l S.v n,~n~ "'N S:i,N "jNtv o,,i' -~r,r, "j~i, 

,:i,:., ,~~n .,i,,K ♦ o~~l' 'j~:l r•S::,N i":iiV "j:. ?l' n:~n~ "n":, .,,,::i, "iiVil):l 

NS:: ~Nitv "M":i [Nt,J r:i"S.v "ni~Ni!' i:l"~:i ,:in.,, : o.v:.tv ::,ir~ t:::S: ,.,:,i,N 

ri,.v~1:, ,r,~,w .c "ri::t:~ "::::i "1i'"'i!'i "nS:iK cnS:i ,::i~ c 'it:::i:, :,7 .,i,,N, n,.v~, 

,.,,:::1 S.v . "Mi~NiV 'iN :i,:i, • on',:, inN :,i'w~:, i":1:,1, 'io::i:i 7,1 ":l ,o,:i:: 

a Prov. II. 4. b Lam. III. 44. c ls. XL. 27. d Job I. 10. c Ps. CII. 10. 



9 CO~1i\1ENTARY ON JOB. III. 9- 16. 

• 

o,::::i~,~;-, ii·N, ,r,~ o,~:::~ o:,w ,z =it:J~::::i ,~,i',, 'ii ',.v . o,,', 7,~o ii•N, Ni,, 

-iN', ,i', inN ',~, ii•N, Ni,, c,~wn o:-n o•~i, ,:',,:,', p~·o □:iw ii':i,1, • 7,~o 

ir,N::::. ij':l,:, iiN i~ ,~ iMiV ,~.v:::i.v:. ~,:i:i :,',,',:i, o,N :"'1Ni, ',N o~, i,N, 

i,~ ill,' j:lN n.v, ',l), .b ii1W ,:::i.v:::i.v~ ,·,·v, ir,,,', 1,.v '~N, i~, ♦ o·~.v:::i.v~ ,,w.v 
0~ ,',',i'·, ,,:, r""i'~ 7:::',, C i,,n:i, i,~N, Ni,, ♦ i,~n 7',~, r,~~ 0'~ nnr, j.ii,,', 

:,',,',:, ',~,i', :,~', w-i:::i, :,n.v, .o,:.~::,[iJ :,t,,1,:, .ii~i!'n ',.v ,t~.V :,',,',;-, 

ii:i,•t,0:, Ni:, • ,;t;:i, ,r,',i Ni:,:, :,',,',:, i~0 N', •~ 10 .•r;l,' ri:-i '~ixi j~ 1,~ 

,r,l,'iDW j~:1 Ni:ii!' iiVi":::i o·~i!';:::i:, iNWi ♦ ,.n,,', o,,p ,',,,', ',:N~:, N:1, ,:~~i!' 

,,Nw ',~.v -,,r,o~ :,',,',:, :,•:, iNi l,'ii:i t,0',,i' jto:1:-i :,,:, N', ii~o :,,;-, ON ,~ ♦ ,:1 

N', :,~1, 11 ,:i, •r,i.n,~, •.n~j',iW ,.v l,'ij:, jto:1:i to',j'C, ii1Ni •;,_v~ :,r,l) :iNii 

, r, N ~, C' ~ i to:.~ 0i1i~ ,r,~ N',w ,inN, i,:T:iW jto:1:1 r,~ •r,,•;, 0iii~ 

-~,~,p .v,,~ 12 •.n.v,~ Ni,, oni:, i~ ,r,N:::,w ,inN, • .vm ri,,:i'? r•',J :,•:, 

l'ii'"', ,.v ,.nN::l :,~', ,~,~,i'W iMNi ♦ r,,',,~ ',w, l'ii'~~ ',w c,~i::::l 

,r,:i,~w :,r,_v r,~ ,r,,,:, ,r,-i:i:iw o•r,v:, inN:1 ,t,•N :,r,_v ~~ 13 o•it:, 

o•~',~ 0l,' 14 + o',,.v .ii~iV jW, ,r,,,:, N',N n~, 'i'~i.:· -~~w ,~~ Ni,, toj'itv ,r,•:i, 

,r,•:, 0:-i', o•~'i!.•~ 0:-ii.:,' o;-,,~_v,,, o•:',~ r,ii:.j'', ,ri•:i N', C::Ni vi~ •::.:r,,, 

t~~itow p~to 1,:;i~~ 1G .n,n::i;-, ',~', iN o:,', o,w,',w o:iw o,,w □ l..' 1s :i,~,w 

,:::r, 1,~N;w ,::;i', o,N ,~:i, iNW OJ: NS, :i-i,:i,i' o,i'~~ ·N',::::i .n,~,i'~:i inN:1 ,n~N 

:i.iiN'iV ,~~ j"i1W ,~,~, o,.v~,~~ 7i,~ -~~l,' ,~~:i, i::li' ,', ;-,,il,' :,,:,N N', .diiw:i, 

7::1, • 1,~~ ',~~: NSN o·~',~:, i:.i':i, i:ii-i:i,p N', J:i~:::;c, •:::i', ·: ,:i,;iJ::. N::a:,~ 

·~::::i iN'iV o.v N',N ,r;::.:.v ·,;:;:i, ji~~ ',~~~ i:.i'~ •r,,•:, NSw :il""il,'~ iN :1,to ,', :,-;-, 

o,',1,,.v~ ,,.v iN i.:~~i!':i ,.,,.v:1 :iNii, '~ o,, c,c,,',w ·nw ',~~ i!'"iV ':::i',, .o,N 

o; ,~,:-.: 7~ inN, .c ',~::, ,~~~ :1,to '~NW :,~',w ,ii~'i!,':l, :,n . iiN "Ni N', 

o,i',o;:;:, i,•,.v', 7:i,', o·w, : :ii::l -,,~i~-:.:· o,',l;,u.,:, o:i, .f.Vi, N?i :iNi N', i!'~i!' 

nj'·~, il,' :i)i,~ iMN :'i)i,~ i~=::l l)ii~W o,,~ .n,1,.v~=- :,1,il,'i!' ,~~ -~ •.iii=.,i1i!' 

'~N :,1,•nr,:i, .-i:i,i':i, ,n,•:, ,.v :i~.,,~ iMN :,),,~ r,i',.v~:i i~ iii• i:, o,,i.:·:, 

------ - - ------

<1 2 K. VII. 5. b Job .XLI. 10. c Job X.XlV. 22. i\lS. has i''ii: for 

d Referring to Num. XII. 12. c Eccl. VI. 3. f Eccl. VI. 5. 



Ill. 5-9. COJ\L\lE~TARY ON .1013. 8 

:,•:,• o•p,p,~:, n,, ',l), .b :,',N)~, :ixiib •i:, a SN,~b OMS ib::i .7,',::i•',, =i,~-~ 

j)i o•::iipi o•SNi) ,, :,•:,• NS 'i•~ :,•:,•, • Sp Spw~ xi,,t:.· •~, . •',u,:) pt!', 

··~, • c :,•i~, l,'iiT:: tl:JtiN •:i,N)i '~::i • j'iiii:: :,;,•p', ,,,. tl)i • .iiibS:::, 7t:iM 

N,,l,' ,•Sl.' j:JWn :,t,•t,:, 7t:,;,~ ,::,, • MibS::i:, 7'1l'n p;,n:: i:inp•, i:i,xJ• 

i;,i,•iV o,il,':, ::ii, ::,t::i •i:, :,7 ibXn ox, • :,C,•S::::i i:: oiiN ,,•n• o•::::ii:::,:.:,, 

,:i,nl'::• o•i::i1,:i .iii~',:::, 7t:,,;, ,rm-:iV 1::i ,l,' o•l)i i:"l,'J::bi Mi~ri,b~ 

o•l,'i o•l)~::, :,~ioi ilio, .n•i~J, iVN ii::::i :i,,r;-,i • d7,',,~• ,~ix:: i::i::i 

o,n pn;, Ni:, 'li 'N .i7V1 ,l,', c "i"i~.j :.~p::i oi•:, tii[~J~t:i o,• •i•i~:: Ni:, :,;, 

:,',•t,;-, ,,::•N '~b ;-,nl)i • o,•;-, i,::•N t:."ii•~ :i,:i, . n~;:, •;wt, 'biit:J o•i:,::i::, 

: o•::::i,::i:, :,::1 ii"N" xC,, in,N? ;"1bi1 rll,'"j'i!':J :i,i.:' l;,:::: ,~,N '1:inp•w Ni:,:, G 

. N::• SN o•;,i• i::ob:::l j::i ,l,', .f:ii1b'i!':::l i:,i;,r, i~::i ~,,n ,,w, in• SN 

i;,• SN '::), w• 0)i .,,::1N o,•~ x,, :,;,~w:, ow~ ,~i:::li!'i1 t: ::),r,w o,N 7,,t:i 

'~Nv ;-,1 :ix,Sb, :i,::1,:i ji,on ii1N t:iin:, "b[•J~ Mi,b:,t, '•,~',w ci·b ::iV;,:,C, 

it::)::)W~, ,p,;, j::i •::i oS,v:i ri,N,::i •::i i::iV niiip, S::x ::1,r.: N::• ?N -i::o~::1 

-~• ,ic:::i o•::::i::i, iii• .i7Si!'b~ ,:: j"Nt:J "::), wi;,,, •b·:: ,:i,,b• N? iN :i,w S:::: 

ii1Xi n,i,.,., o•~• •ii•ob ,:i,',~::• N, n;,x tll,'::) pi p :,•:, x', o~ . n•t:.'Ni:::l 

N:i•i!J x,:i •iNi ,.,r •n,::iw :,t,•t,:, ,ri,x ·Ni, 'bix, ,,i::i :,t,•t,:, 1••,v o•St:J:ii!' 

;-,,,~sj, :,c·,,:j 7~ i.iii!'N tlj) ::::i::i,w W"N x:,• NSiV o,,v:: .iiii"i1"i i,~C,; 7 

:,::ii~, l,'i), i:: i?i~i!J •ii1X :i,iV S::: :,t,•t,:, :,niN:::l i:::ll,'rl:7 X?t:: "1:J i;b~ 

: ,::1 )i"i,i ;,•,::.:-~ ,,·x •::i ,:: :,',::i, j.iirt .i7i1~W .i7,i N:::ln ,x : .,,~::i :,:,bi :int:bi 

,,.i·::S o,x ':::•t:J::i o',il):, 7,, •::i t:::iS ib:i oi• o•',Spb:i t:i• •iiiN ,:-i,:::p• s 

7:::1 ,::i,, ;'i,.~,, S::N 7::: i:i';'j 7i, rxi!' i:,',Sp• :,t,•~xi i'iVM o,•;-, ON ,nii::::il,'?i 

:i•:-i• ,x • oi•:, nS',p:: ,n,,p :i,n 1::iS ':,iSSj,• :ib ,r, o,•::1 ,~::i ,:: N::.:,'I j"N •::i O) 

. o•,·nr:i : ii1X o,•, :inrw i•::i,:ii!' :,t,•',:, '?v, . oi•:, ,v :::l0ib , :, , :: i' • .iiS•~ 

j:n•i o•;•i~O:, o:, iil,' j::X ril,'i ',l) i:i" •iiiX i~i', :,:::iii i:,•:.p• t,z, ::t:i~ 

t:n-,,::;, t::it:.' 1n•iS i1i,v', inw', 7,bo o·,bi7bi o•i•r,l):, :,t,•~x, 7i·n o,• •ii~N 

x,:i:i :,',•t,:, =ii!'~ •:::,::i i:'i!-'i1"T!' 0 -~, ,:i,=p• 7,i, ·x t:riS·,v~, rirh 

a i\lal. I. 7. b Zcph. Ill. 1. c Exod. VI. G. ,i Ps. XCI. G. c Dcut. XXXII. 24. 

/ Ps. XXI. 7. 



7 CO,\1~1ENTARY ON JOl3. III. 1-7. 

in~w ,~,', j~ri~ :,~:::l ,~,N :,;i :i::l ,~,x :,7 • :,~:, nli :,;~N:l ,,w~ ~~:n ij,Sn, 

:,~, ,~~li~ ,., cw on~', jiio~w .a :li~N, SN~,,, n,, . SNj,in~:l ~J"i,Ni~ :,~., SN·,, 

'~ni:li ii~N~' :,~ liii~ o~~~n:,i o~i~on:, ',~~ j~~,l):, iliiN:l r,i~iV:::l i:l~:lip, ,~:,w 

,~li ,~,:l t:,',~,, Ni:i ,ri,~;:: S~l:i n,w ~~i, . SNj,TM~:l 'iVi~., nto~w, ,,~rili, ~~i,, 

i~o., :,io:l n~~,~w ,~~ i\Vi c,',w :::li"N 1::, . 'illii 'Ni!'"~ :,•,,n SN·:, 1~, 

oiN ~,:l '~ ,',~::::,~, ';i i',~N '~iNi NiVN ,~:~ SN ~= b '~~',l) ',',~r,~ ~i:lli :li~Ni 

:li•x lli"i 2 • 'iVi~:l iN:l~w '~~ • li:l x',, j:J x', ,',~:::~ NS :inli ':,~li 

c,~ ',',p~ :,~:iv ,~~:o:, ,~,'iVi~:, ',~, + d o~i~ o:,', jlini .c '~Ni n~,lii '~ j,li:::~, 

o~"Vin 'to =,io', :,::, :,;i + i:l;i :,ii:, i:l '~Nt!' ,',~',, .:,i•',,i o,~ i:lN~ '~ti j~i + i:Jl)TV 

j~, ii',~ 'ii!'Ni:, j?ij:ii~:, lil)i ',l) :iii:, r,',~ :i,:i, + :i:lp, ON i~T ON l)ii, TNiV 

♦ 0iV iiVN r~,1:., ~~i, :i,~i, n',~ j,i 'iVith i~n, NS, ♦ o~~~., ~i:li:l e i:l~i~ ,:ir,, 

'''rl'.i ri,~~ s~~ i:l ~ri,S,,w o,~ i:lN~ ~~~!N~~ iTli~SN 'i ,~~iV /~~ i,~,:, 

~,:, • i:::i;i :i,,:i ~i,li o',,li', i•;i:,, Ni:, '~NTV :,',•',;, c,, . 7wn i:l :i~:i~ o',,li',w 

.f:,',~r, :,',,',, ,~,N .v~:l~ o,~i, o,~ '~~w:l :i~:i~, :i,w ',~:l i~ '~~ i:N·w ~,i:l"l' i,~i, 

c,~:i ,,:l~x t!-'i~~, . :i,~i,,, o,~:l N?i 'i~~N ,i,~r,:l '~N ino i:li Ni:iv ~~r,, 

c~i:li~ iN ',.1,•~~ 'piSN ,:iwi,~ NSw iwn :i~.,~w o,~:i ,,:l~N :,',•',:, ,,:::l~N inN, 

,~pSN ~,~ ,wx '~;i~, • o,, n,~:i', i:l ,~N:i, 'to~w~, ,p,n c~',w:,', o•,,~i,i, 

. ,~i,li litiin SN 4 ,i,~, . :,;i;i,~',, YiN:i j,j,iw', g ~~w~, pn r,iwli? :iriiN w,,, 

7wn 7~iN~ o,~ ir,iN:l o',,l)',w ij,:l:i ,,N ,~N:i', iM'iV,i r,i',li Ni;, ,ii:i, ,r,~:lw:::l 

♦ ,~N o,~:, ,n,N N:::~,, ,~ ;,~:, ~ri,~', ii:ll):::l ~~ ,:~:l~iV il' :i)iV ??:l :,',~',:, 

,~,NiV ,;i,:, .h i:l ~ri,',, iiVN o,~:i iiiN '~NiV ,~,~ n',',i' :,~~i~:l '~n :,; ,i, ',l), 

oni~ NS ,~i,, ~,to:l ~J,i,, i;io NS ~~ :,,:, 'iN ion,~ ~,nn,~ NS iiVN ow 

7,~o jto:lS on,~ :,',,li ,i,,,:,w :i,,:l 'li~N,~ :i,~i, 'l'C":J ~liNl~ i~:l~ ri,~N 

,~ inN, p~,,:i 'ir,~ o,i'~ ',~:l ~i:i, i:l ,i,,~ iN o,~ i:::lx~ . :,,i,,~ ~r,:l,i ,.,n ,ri,~r,i, 

i',i~'iV~iV '~', ji~i,,i ii1N :i,~', :l~n~0 jN~i n,~,i'~ :it~~:li Ji',r,i i;,r,i ,~~ :,i~', 

;,w', N"~ .,:i,SNts Fol.2b : ,S,,w :,l)wi iii:.~.v i,~i, J':l'iVn~ fiN:i ~,w', j:l 

a Ezek. XIV. 14, 20. b Job XLII. 8. c Dcut. XXVI. 5. d Ex. XV. 2 I. 

e I Chr. IV. I 7. f Ps. XIX. 3. g Dcut. XI. 12. h Jer. XX. 14. iJcr. XX. 17. 
i Gen. IV. I. 



II. 8-IIL 1. COJ\li\lENTAR Y ON JOB . 6 

.,~v: ,MSS,v, "Mi,,i':: Sv '~~,w ,s:,S, ,,,: Sv S:Nn:iS 'i::~ • ,~~:, 7,n: ::w, 

:,7:, 'i:i~ 'i:Ji', :i'i'i1V~ j~W:, • iMi!-'N iS 'i~Ni'!10 Fol. 2 a : :,7 i:::,,i':, • a ,,-,i' 

7n~iri: ,,7r,~ 7,,.v ,s '~1N'i!' r,,o, "7ii :,7w :,:S~ rn::,S v,ri NS ~,:,w 

jtow:i ,t, '~Nw c,j?SN li~i: 'ii!~S::, b i',7r,~ ,,,,v, jtctt•:, SN 'i':, ,S '~Nw ,,wS:: 

j~ ti!'iv o,i,w, '~:J ri,~, 7..:,:,w~w nv,1, ~•:, :,~, .c ,~,:, ,,,~ Sv Nt, ON 

,,.1,, s~,, ~sw ,,t,, j"i'1i!' 'MNii!,'~ 'i~,~ :,ji•:, :,:S~w j:r,, o~, ♦ t,M, 

:iriN o·:iSN Ni, •: :iv,::.::: 7i::~ j:"N ,~ =i~ :,::.:v ,t, ,,n,: rwriS, j?TriM:iS 

o,v~,::1 o,•r,~ 7', :,to ,~ .n,::1, 7i: ,,,i, 7,n,~,, ,vr-w"w ,,~ x•o:,,~:: ,,~i:n 

:ivi:i :iriv S:j;: ~s cN, :iMv ii, ,,S::i' :iv,:i ov ,.,,~ .:,t::i .nN c~ 10 : ,s,N~ 

::,,N "i:, ,,.,,~,,, ',:S rn,w :,tc:i i~W: j?i :,::,~~ ,:i,,,~v N',w N::.:~, ,~s 

o,,i', rob1, oi~r,~ M,~, ~1'i!' OX 'N"W ,~~ p•c, 7ii :,7 S~w n,~,j;~ :i::'i:,:: 

.,,N, •~i;:, ,,::::, "'i!'i~i:J ,n,N :,o,wb I ;i:o :,,:, S:N . O"~'i j~, ♦ d ~vs, 
,~::.:.v 'j?:ii!' ,i, o,, s~: ,:~~ :,:i~ ,~ tiv ,n,):, jt:W:i S:N ~-:~t~ 7'i::l~ 

0""!:.,::1 ,S·~N ,,n~w: : ,:~~ Si, :N~ ,s:,,o,,, ,:i,~·'i'" ,,vi o:i ,~ itn•) 

'i::~S 'i'l' o,:, o,i:, '1N :~::, t,,;i!~~ S:N . riN7:, :,i::.::i •:riN: ,~t, '~~-w 

,nrr~ :'ij?S iM'rL-'N ,', ji:,i!' 'b~ ~,o:,i~: ,,:,t:J 't:.'s::::, -~s, ♦ :-ii~O: ,~..,, 'iit'N 

,~:', '',·nn: o,tn:~ ,..,, j:W it;-i,S, ,S ii)S : e ,,.v,, ON •nS: ~,,n, o,:w 

i~ in~, s,,~ w,~,, ,,::,iO o,:: i~t ,~ 7', ij;:i li'i :,ij?b "Nii ,s 'i~~WiV 

,,,S 1St, . 'iWJ,'n:iS, '"):: ,,s,:iS, N~i:,S s~,n t"i.v ,i, 't~', ,:i,bn), 

iNiri: , :, , 'i, ~;, N S, 12 ,:,,,,.v iNw,w: ',::N f,1, ,,,,n SN '~~ . N,,.s~~,i' 

j"N 13 7N ,n,~~ •Sn, .v,,:: ;'i::,~ j"N':.:.~ iNii ,S·;b .n,.v,ij?~i i"iii!':i ,,~t c:,:~:, 

7-i L-.... 'i!"!"-' .,..,., .. !"!•• _..,.~• •1t..•-.:, L-• .... j"-'i .,.,. •!'-'lr,•i... •"'I• ••L1t..• i""lj-
_, /.,..i'-1 1 I" I• I J1-f 1.- 1 11.-_. I -"-'• / 1,1 - " • Jt- • ,,,J I~ I I "J" ,_ I 

:i~, .;; ii:-:.:,, i:i-: S,:i ·:.1 ,~n:~, 7', :,~c·N :ib • n,~ "il'V iJ,' v•;bi ,o,·t, :,~~t 

,~ ,,nN, ,,N,Siin ::,, ii:.v :,,,nM: .,,SN Mw;~ O"N"i, i•:,w pirii~ 12 '~iN ':,c, 

,:,,::, nn~ III. 1 : 1z ~'N il':n i;•;,i: ·~ i'~Nr,:,', ,,v s~,, N',w j:,,nN . ,n~ ,:c·· 

,:: iC'N ::i·N :,1 ,~ '~N o·,.v~:, ,,s:,S ':inN Cito:, • ,~,, S',i'', NS, :iib~ 'iC'N: ~i,, 

a Job XVI. 15. b Job II. 3. 
f Jcr. XXII. 1 o. g Lam. II. 13. 

c Job II. 5. d Job IX. 23. c Amos III. 3. 
h Adapted from Ps. XXXIX. 4. 
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I. 14-zr. COMJ\IENTARY ON JOf3. 4 

i\n,, .. ~ ,ri,~i;-,1,, i:)'l'ln:i i~t)'li!) .. ,~ . a .n,t, .. t,.v ,:::r,: ,', ~,:, 7,,:i 1:w:,, ,i' .. ;:,t, 

.v,,~ :,-.:, ~,:, 7,,:i 'w:, ~~ b c:i,:i~ r,~ :ic:: c-.:,t,~:,, 7,, S.v . c:h,.v:i ~::ii:i 

. ~:i 7~',~, 14 : ,:i:i,~, ,:~~ ~,~ :,-.:,v S:', .n,~i:,t, i', ,:~r. ,::i 7,t•n-. ~sw 

• ~ii.Vi c '"iii:, ,,~ S.v, '~~ o:,t, 7,~o:i ,i':i?'i!' i:, ~, ~ t, .v c .. ,.v::i i~ ,ri~ 

lii'ii't, :i~~oc· :,~,~ .. ,:i,_vt, :'1'i!-'i.V 7,, :,7 o~, . d ~, .. t,~ :~,~ r,i't,n ,~, 

. ~:iw ',~r,, 1s ::ii ,~~m ~".V □ .i"i~:i:i', :i.v,~ o,i'~, ,ri~ c:,t, ti,•~ ri,:.v;:, 

. ;,',.v~', •r,,~mw '~~ ,~: .. :::w ,•:, ~:iw ~::iw • c~r,~ c:,~t,,i, ~:i ~:iw t,c, :,:r,~ 

t:S~: r~ ,~~ ♦ ~:~ i'i :,~',r~~, Cs~: ,·r,~ t,~ .. ::J ',l) 'r.~ 1,~r,, r,Sr., 

,; ,c .. ,v~:,', •.,~ ,, .. ~:i, ,~·wr. :,-.:, j~t':"11 . :,7 , .. ~:,t, s~~'C' .. ,:', .. :~ i'i 

~',:i c.v~ 'n~ o.v::i ,,.v::', ~,~ ,:i,~ :ii ,,.v 1G : ,,:-;:i ,~ :it'.v~: ~~n·tv 

,,.::i:'1i '~::::ii c•t,~~:: .ni:ir,~:i tll7i,.r.W •~t, • :,:i'~:, Ol) jnn•~:i tl"il)::, -,-.~7~ 

• i:i1~ :,7 1l) 17 ! =,t,~t, ,.W~i 0-.~t,~ '~ ,-.;,w ~~t, o~',~~:, t,~~ O,.'i!.,~i '~ 

;,-.:ii!.' ,,.v, ,w,,~~t' ,,.v j~:,ri~ _o .. t:·~, '~ t,:::~, c-.:,t,~:, 'i!.'~ ',:::~c' o .. :t':i 

w, .. ::iw 1z ri,.n',,:, ,~•~-. o .. ,~,.v o:, ,.v . g i:,~:, t,~ t,,~w ,:i, ,.v '~:, :i1, • ,:i,~ 

. ~,:~ ri,,;,w c,i'~;, ,:::~ ,:i,~:, ,:i.v1~ 19 : ',',~ ,~, ~',w ,.v ;,1 j:,, . c,,i' 

o:,1, ;,·:, ~s, ♦ :,',~ r:.v:.v:.n~ :,.n•:,w r,-.:i:iw :,,~ t,~ t,-.:,:i:,1, ♦ r,-.:::, .n,::::i 

,,i,,i' ~t,, . i .. rc:::iw~ =,~~:::, t,-._v~~ '~~·w ,~~ ,-.,v~ .ii~ .l)ij?'i 20 : o,:', o,i'~ o,w 

7c,,~ j:,, • c-.:, j~ ':::•w~ jiiVS Jc•,t,w 1~·, ':, • ,w~, 1~·, : ,•:: S.v ',:i~ ,,, i'i 

,w~, r,,~.v ,,;,~:: ,~ ilt-'~i il)'i!,' c,j?~:i ii1'~i n',~ ':~, . i'i!-'~i i.Vi!.' wS,.n, 

,~o i~, . o~,:i -.:::.v '~w . 1 o-.,;, ~:,',r, :,:i:,t,:,, '1'.V . k ~w~, ri,~.v ,o .. , '~~•w 

c,, .. .v ,.n,NS . ;,~w :i,w~ Oii.V =,,o:, :in.v ,.v , .. :,w ,,.::i~, ji~~~ • "l".i~: 

-.t, j.li: ,.,,. • ,.~,l,' ON'i!': ,..n,.•:, N? -.r,,~ tli,. 1l) t~•,.i' 'i~~, -.•::i i•:, tlN'tV i~'.::.l-' 

:,:,~ i? i'"in:,1,i i~i:t, i'i •', J"~i iMN k?i ni't, j.li:'i!-' ,.,,., • •.ni',i:w ~in~ ',~:, 

a I Sam. II. 3. b Gen. XXII. 1. c Neh. III, passim. d 2 Sam. XIV. 3o. 

e Gen. XXV. 18. .f Is. VIII. 23. ~ 1 Sam. XIV. 19. lz Neh. VII. 3. i Job 

XXIX. 14. j Num. XI. 31. k Job XIX. 9. l Ps. LXXXIII. 15. 1ll Ps. CXIX. 

120. nJob I\·. 15. 
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I. r-5. COJ\tJ\lENTARY ON JOB. 2 

o~,w:w j''jl):l i~N·w ,~', ,~,p~ ,i, ,,J:, i1l)1 .a c,p ,,:i ',:~ c:n,, '~i~w ,~: 

V.,N:l c:i-,:iN ,:i 'N~w c~ • c::w,~ c,p i'.,N:li i•:, c•n~ ,w:, ril)i ,:i,i'~ ',l) ,i,~, 

-~', b c,p ViN ',N :,~,i' 'M ,,,,,l):i ,,:i r,ni' ',l)~ cn',w,, ,,w: • :,•:, c,i' 

: ,:i,1:::1, ,',',w ,',,iv c:,S :i:::1,.,p ,i.,~ :,,:,w 

: :::1,•~ :,•:, lil) :,r~:i .,MN =,,:i :i,n:N :iN.,,:i ,~i,, 

',l) ,:::1',:::1 ri,',,:inn tN •:, l)i~~i, c:in ,,,Nw -,,:il):::1', Cli iV'W ~~i, . ,w,, en 

iiV''~ :,,:, j: ',l,' l)-,', :ii~ j":l rn:i~ :,•:, N',N j':l :,,:, :,~:,n i01M~ N', '':l '~iN :,1 

:ii,., ,,,Nw ,~', .,w, iV"N w•w ,~',, C ♦ ,:.,, -,w••M C'~M Mj'i:l: ,.,, ',l) ,-n,,~ 

.MN-,•~ c•j,',N ~,-, ,~,N p ',l) ♦ ,,,,:w ,:,,,•w',, N',w, C'to~w:, ,:,,',,i,l)~iV 

iw,,•~ j'N'il.' • V~i' -,o, • :-i,:,i • i:it' :i:iiro :,i~r~, l)-,~ i0i '~iNi :ii ',: cw:, 

j"'jl):l -,~O~iV :,~, -,Wil):l ',',: ',iiJ t,',,: r,',~ ',iiJ 3 MM~ ~,:,v d :liil):, -,o, 

,',1~ ri:•~:, n:i•o Ml):i ,:, l)'ii:,', inN:i C'j'jl) •i,t,, ',l) :i,i!' ,~,', ,,i, W' ,.,w,l) 

,w,:-, :,,,~tv ,~,', ,,i, W' iN ,.,wl) -,,::::il):i ,:i~p~ Mnj'',i ,',',w', ,,-~w ,row~ 

',::,i • i;~~ inp', it!'N ',: :,~w~', i', :roi:, cw:,w ~io:i '~N•W ,~', i:i,r,~, 

-,,:1:,', :,1, • :,:::1, :ii,:il), : ,:i', •~i~:i ,i,~:,,:,w Mi,:i:, i'i ~,o:i ',~:,:, 

•:, e iN~ :,:;i-, :,ii::l)i -,r,:ii jN:i: i', •:,•i W•N:, V1i~•, ,.,, ',l) :,,i'~ iMN :ii1:ll) 

,,w,.v :,j~ Ni,, c,~•;"jj'W c·l)ii, Min~w, C'i:ll) N',:::1 Mi•:,', ;"ijj,~ ',l,':i ',:,, N', 

1~i' iV'N r,•:i 4 ! iiVi MM~i ,',~ ',l,' j,-, j,i0~:, ,.,, :,1 j"~ •: • 1"MiJ.'j'ij,:l 

'1', 'T c',,~ j':li 'j'iV c,, 'j•w',, 'itVN., c,, 'itVN.,i, ,i, •,N.,,'i c,•:::1 inN ',:, ri·:i:i 

N,, MMN CJ.'~:i c',,: iM~'V c-,J :,~ ,,i, ,,J:,', c:i'ri, ·nN riw',w, t c•~~ 

c:,', :,,:,w '1'':l'il.' c,• Ni:,, :::1,:i•o 'w', :iriw~:, '~' ,j,~•:, ,:, s • c:i -,;-m 

r-,n~', 'vipz,:, '~Ni, cw,i'·, :i,·N n',w•, 1N cri,n~', c',il)~ :,',~',n .,,1n', 

'iN ·n,, 1::i ,,l)~'iV ,., ,,•,~',•:i ,,N~~'il.' :,~ • .ii,',,l) :,',l):,i : jiWNi c,, Ni:iw 

,t,,N '1.:NW i:,,i • j'"jl):, •~', 1'i:li i':lW j"~ '~:, :i',:, -,,:,,:, ',l) 'N:l ,t,,l):, 

:,l):iw', ,riw, ,',:iNv ,,.n~v c:::1:i',:i c•j,',N ,:i.,:iw '~: •~:i iNton 

J.':lt'N j~ ,.,, ',l), g 1:i:i', c.,, Ml):tv, ',:iNM i~ i.,, ',_v c:i:i', c., :,-,:w',, 

a I K. V. 10. b Gen. XXV. G. c Prov. XI. 5. d Ex. VIII. 25. e Gen. 

XXVI. 14. f Josh. VII. 13. ;.:- Dcut. VIII. 1 :2. 14. 



c-·~ '?'T ?~i~t:.' '".:ii ~,:, o•c•i;:r-:, ?: o•c·~:-, iii;, ii~)i ?ii) o:n 'i:)"~ I. .1. 

-•--•--. ••~•••:,• a ... .._.~ •~"''i ~•,~1..• •:, •1"'1""'"1•""1 .,. ,,,•1..• ..... , 1..•••~••• .::"IL Li,•i .,.,, I I ..,J ,1..1 I .i.v1 I I l..,J .. 1 .. 1,;,; l..a :."' Ii .I 1- _, .I w' ·~ 1 I .~~ _.., :.. ✓ / .I I,,; 

•~l:i c··~ ,~.,,i' ow O) •: ri~i:, :ii:::: ,~•:::, ·~ •ri;,• ~?'i So~ ,t, :,•:-,w t:w 

ri.v, •~t, o•,n~ o•:,t,~ 7ii l:iz: :,•:,•, i:i:::, i•w.vt, t::i:i t:·~·:i .Vii• :,•:,w 

b t,•~? r,••:,i Mj?ii1i i~'.: ?ii)i iW C .. ~ '•~i • ii1~ j)"1 ?~ j'~ •: j:) o•:ii!."ii1:i 

c .. ~ ~t,:, j:, :it'~ ~t,, :,·:, c-·~ ·: :ir-n?r- l:,.v:., ,,:i)? ;,~: :,•:,r,w i.V iV"1•~w 

ir-•t:J• =,::, t:•?~:i ,,:::; o•it.• ::i·~ ~,:ii:i n·:,r- j:~ c '"1t:r:i 7,r-: •r~, :,r,~ 

iim•w j•i~ :,•:, t·•~ ,,~ it·~:: ,,~,~:i 7,i ?.V :,••ii':, r,~•c· :,j:,i • do:,•j~? 

/:,oi:, l'i~ jr-·~ •:,•i j: •in~ '~i~i e :,•:, "ii:,• C .. ~ ir-:J •:,•i ir-~•i r•:p:i i~O? 

·: ir-~•i!' -~t, j: j"":,1::, :,j::i g t:?t.'ii"~ :,t,):, i'C.'~ •:,•,t, :,•:, r:i '•o~:,t:, -~t, 

,•~ w·~ •:,•, ,~,~w t:ij;~ S::i S:i~ •:,•, ,,~ . ,r,t,,,) •,.:.,:i 7•,~:,, t:Mi "1"i!-'l-' :,•:, 

Jo•tc::iiw:, tc::w ·~·.:. ':i•i .1i 'l,'i::a:r- ii1~ w·~ \i"i ,~: j?•t:~• ~t,, j•~jl):, ii~•o:i :,r,• 
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