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THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

THE present work does not profess to be a commentary. 
On the one hand, much is wanting in it that is ordi­

narily looked for in that kind of work ; and, on the other 
hand, it contains much that goes beyond the design of a 
commentary in the ordinary sense. In both these directions 
some justification of its method will be thought necessary. 

It is sufficiently obvious that, for the interpretation of 
any New Testament book in its sequence of thought and 
theological bearings, a great deal of work is demanded. 
The text must be critically examined, the exposition philo­
logically established and sustained against contradictory 
views. As, further, no true expositor imagines that he can 
create out of his own resources what has been contributed 
by the cUl'rent of exegesis during many generations, each 
one must make the past history of its exposition the 
foundation of his own. But all these labours of a critical, 
philological, polemic, and historical kind are still only the 
preparation for the proper business of exposition, that of 
intellectually reproducing the document in question. When 
the greater part of our commentaries are examined, we· find 
that those preliminary labours are exhibited with such 
profuseness as to embarrass very much the independent 
view of the object of investigation as a whole. The mind 
of the reader is drawn in so many directions, and occupied 
with so many and separate questions, that the one single im­
pression of the book itself is lost. That which the apostle 
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Vlll THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

says retires into the background before that which he is 
supposed by this and that interpreter to have said. Indeed, 
the number is not small of those authors who think that 
with this preliminary toil their end is answered. Let any 
one subtract even from such distinguished and in their way 
unrivalled works as the exposition of the Ephesians by 
Harless, and the exegetical-critical commentary of Meyer 
and Ruther, all that belongs to this preparatory labour, and 
then put together their own contribution to the theological 
exposition, and he will have to marvel at the small quantity 
of the residuum. Accordingly, the attempt has been made 
here to withhold from the reader as much as possible all 
these preliminaries, giving instead as succinctly as may be 
their results. Attention has been paid to the var-ietas 
lcctionU?n only so far as they have any bearing on the 
meaning of the passage, and the same course has been 
adopted as to the philological groundwork. The history 
of the exposition has been left out altogether, and all 
controversy with predecessors has been systematically 
avoided. 

The aim bas been rather to unfold, with the New 
Testament only in hand, the order and the substance of 
the thought in St. John's Epistle. Not indeed with the 
foregone conclusion that historical-critical commentary is 
superfluous; for it is, in fact, the first work that every one 
must toil at who seeks to penetrate independently into the 
meaning of any book in the New Testament. But it 
seemed to me more convenient to present the reader at 
once with a uniform exposition, which would not leave 
him under the necessity of passing under review all 
possible varieties of exposition, and thus, instead of being 
occupied with one interpretation of the Epistle, striving to 
come to an understanding with a good many of them. 
Thus there is a gain of space and time which may be 
devoted uninterruptedly to the investigation of its theo-
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logical principles, and, according to the ability given, to 
sink into their depths. The purpose has been ever before 
my mind to study every detail as far as possible in such a 
way that the reader may be aware always of its place in 
the great whole; for so long as the particulars are viewed 
only as particulars, the apprehension of their meaning even 
as particulars becomes onesided and disjointed. Thus the 
way in which I arrange the order and matter of thought in 
the Epistle determines, under this aspect, the substance of 
the whole book. 

Under this aspect-for it may be supposed to furnish 
something independently of this-it professes to be a con­
tribution to Biblical Theology. This, in my view, has for 
its object more than the systematic arrangement of the 
fortuitous or intentional utterances of a New Testament 
author on all possible dogmatic points, and the gathering 
them into one whole: more than this may be expected, so 
far as it aims to be scientific. Almost all the dogmatic 
disquisitions of the New Testament are in a certain sense 
occasional utterances. For instance, when our Epistle calls 
God Light, this definition is not primarily given in the 
interest of theological metaphysical speculation, but only to 
lay the basis for the exhortation to walk in the light. 
Nevertheless, it is quite obvious that the definition Bea,; 
cf>w,; was, quite apart from the relation in which it here 
stands, a constituent element of J ohannaean thinking; and 
that, generally speaking, whatever St. John says throughout 
the Epistle with a practical aim was not only living in his 
spirit in this its ethical connection, but also drawn from 
the whole fulness of his Christian moral philosophy. Every 
man who truly thinks bears in himself, albeit perhaps un­
consciously, his own system of thought; all his individual 
and apparently isolated utterances spring from the totality 
of his view of things. In common life we are justified from 
the individual words of a man (more than that we really 
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know in but few) to draw our conclusions as to his collec­
tive habit of thought. He must consent to accept the 
premises and conclusions which lie wrapped up in his 
words; otherwise he would have no claim to be considered 
at all. How much more are we justified, in the case of 
apostles whom the Holy Ghost led into all truth, to con­
clude from their occasional utterances to the whole spirit of 
their view and system of thought ! To do this-to place, 
as it were, every word of their mouth under the microscope, 
to investigate dialectically on what presuppositions it is 
based and to what conclusions it leads-is the problem of 
Biblical Theology. 

It is not intended to signify, that whatever we may thus 
find must have been actually present to the consciousness 
of the apostles; probably much of it was never made by 
them the express object of their thinking. All that is 
meant is, that if they had directed their thought upon it, 
they must have come to a system thus and thus constructed ; 
and that thus we arrive at the view of God and the universe 
which lay at the basis of all their individual utterances, 
although in many cases unconsciously to themselves. When 
we contemplate a work of human genius,-such, for example, 
as Goethe's Faust,-we think ourselves warranted to watch 
for many beauties, and to seek them there, although we do 
not always suppose that they came actually as such to the 
poet's own consciousness. We may appeal to the old 
maxim, that the poet is a seer who says more than he him­
self knows. And the holy men of God, who spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost, are they to be supposed to 
have said nothing beyond what they at the moment were 
clearly and intelligently conscious of? Must we hesitate 
to leave them with the responsibility of all consequences 
and promises which, by dialectical necessity, flow from these 
words 1 

For such an edifice of Biblical Theology, thus hastily 
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sketched or hinted at, I have essayed to contribute a single 
stone, my labour having been to pursue the utterances of 
the apostle at salient passages into all their consequences. 
With what result it is not for me to say. The spirit of the 
Apostle John is an imposing spirit; and one feels himself 
almost oppressed by the majesty of the thoughts of this 
Epistle, which are like heavenly music in the reader's ears. 
If here and there one soul should be moved, by the ministry 
of my book, to cast himself with all his might into this sea 
of the riches of divine wisdom and knowledge, my labour 
will have attained its end. 

Often had I with pleasure anticipated the moment when 
I should submit these sheets to the Director of this Gym­
nasium, Dr. Robert Geier, under whose guidance I studied 
during the years which were engrossed with this work, and 
whose signal goodwill I reckon as one of the treasures of 
my life. But it was not to be: he was during the interval 
summoned from this world. Let his name, however, at least 
be named here as a token of the piety and love which link 
me with him beyond the grave. 'H ?vy&:rr11 ouoe1roT€ 
, , 

€1C7fL7fT€t, 

TREPTOW ON THE RHINE, 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

THE translator has been requested to say a few words 
with respect to the book which is now, after some 

delay, presented to the English public. The first thing 
expected of him is naturally some account of the author ; 
but this curiosity it is not in his power to _gratify. The 
work was published some years ago by a writer who has 
not since made his appearance in literature. It was received 
with much favour, and generally regarded as a specimen of 
exegesis at once original and orthodox ; in fact, it took 
its place immediately among the best contributions to a 
literature, already very rich, devoted to the exposition of 
St. John's writings. Perhaps the best introduction to 
these remarks will be some extracts from early criticisms 
in the German theological press, especially as those criti­
cisms are bound up with the first issue of the original. 
Zimmermann's Theologische Literaturblatt thus speaks in a 
free translation :-

" The present work may be classed among the most use­
ful and interesting that have lately appeared in Biblical­
exegetical literature. It exhibits scientific profoundness 
and practical application in harmonious union: united in 
such a way as few books unite them. It is a pleasant 
thing in these days, when the storms of party contest 
disturb the Church, when the opponents and the friends 
of revelation are pitched against each other in open and 
violent warfare, when Supernaturalism and Nihilism con­
tend everywhere and in all confessions for the mastery,­
to fall in with books whose authors have evidently, in quiet 
and earnest toil, been pondering the precious word of God, 
and extracting from the hidden depths of Scripture its pure 
gold. Such a gift this author presents us ; and, in the 
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name of all who love the Bible, but especially in the name 
of our ministerial brethren, whom this expositor has mainly 
had in view, we heartily thank him. He has done much 
by his own fundamental investigations to advance the 
knowledge of this Epistle; and he has also offered an 
important contribution towards the yet future exploration 
of its depths. In a way not hitherto trodden, and with a 
success not hitherto attained, he shows the subtle connec­
tion of thought in its general scope ; and thus by his clear 
and luminous analysis refutes the objection sometimes 
urged against the Epistle as being without any method. 
He, in fact, shows that the most beautiful order reigns in 
it. And he further admits us into the secret mystery of 
St. John's habit of thought and view of things generally ; 
so that by his aid we can understand the spiritual life of 
the evangelist in its entire unity and harmony, and even 
penetrate into the inmost movements and feelings of his 
apostolic heart inflamed and governed by perfect love. 

" He rightly observes that it is the province of Biblical 
Theology, to which he offers this contribution, to place, as 
it were, every word under a microscope, and examine in 
a dialectical way from what presuppositions it springs, to 
what consequences it leads; in short, to deduce from 
incidental expressions what the general system of thought 
was, and conversely to pour upon individual expressions 
light derived from the spirit of the Christian philosophy of 
the whole. With this aim the author has examined the 
,Tohannaean ideas tw~ alwvior;, cpwr;, xptap,a, ou,a£OCTVV'1J, 
ciX~0eia, arya1r'1J, avoµ,la, and illustrated their meaning with 
such a p,ofusion of learning and skill as must be studied to 
be adequately appreciated. 

"We have particularly to remark upon one thing, that 
the author has avoided a snare into which, as far as our 
observation goes, all expositors have more or less fallen: the 
superabundant citation and refutation of other exegctes. 
To such an extent is this carried, even in de W ette and 
Meyer, and in the excellent Bible of Lange, that often the 
expositor forgets to establish and clear up his own views. 
We see no reason why this practice should be indulged m, 
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at the expense of the compendiousness of the work and the 
concentration of the mind on its own teaching. It holds 
good here also that ni1niu1n nocet. This danger our 
expositor has happily avoided; although he has, as the 
whole book plainly shows, thoroughly examined and tested 
the opinions of others, and his own exposition is the pro­
duct and rich fruit of that conscientious study. Moreover, 
the arrangement of the work is very suggestive. Each 
independent section of the Epistle has its explanation of 
word and matter and sense ; this is followed by a resume 
of the meaning of the whole section as such, with which is 
connected a glance backward at each leading division of the 
Epistle, followed by a development of its entire current of 
thought, as also by an examination of the occasion and 
purport and aim of the letter, with a final review of its 
theological character. And all this is done in a spirited, 
penetrating, and attractive style. 

"After these general observations we count it our duty, 
and an obligation of gratitude, to examine a few points in 
detail. As already mentioned, it was the steady purpose of 
the writer to illustrate the fundamental ideas and sharply 
define the leading principles of the whole Epistle, which 
bears a specifically Christological character. Around these 
unique ideas the excellent exposition is ordered, in which 
the author has succeeded in developing the deep thought of 
the J ohannaean theology in a clear and perspicuous manner, 
and in contributing much valuable help towards under­
standing the obscure and difficult parts of the Epistle. For 
instance, we perfectly agree with him in the explanation of 
the first four verses of the first chapter, which are very 
frequently misunderstood: his exhibition of the argument 
is clear and unforced ; and the personal meaning of the 
Aoryo~ in ver. 1, as he supports it, appears to commend 
itself most absolutely to acceptance. His view of the con­
nection between this and the subsequent vlo~ is highly 
suggestive ; and so is the development of the idea in cpw~, 
which he rightly denies to be a particular quality in God, 
and asserts to be the primal ground of His essence which 
is such as manifests itself to itself. The interpretation of 
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eh. i. 7 is rather unusual : the author makes Ka0aptseiv 
refer to sanctification, and shows, with keen and convincing 
force, the internal connection between ver. 8 and the closing 
words of ver. 7. 

" The second chapter presents a knot to expositors in 
vers. 12-14, not only as to the meaning of the sixfold 
address, but also as to the place of the paragraph in the 
organic whole of the letter. Our author is successful in 
diffusing light in both directions. He shows that the aim 
of the exhortation is not to set forth generally the doctrines 
of Christianity, but to bring the Christian disciples to a 
higher perfection. Not less admirable is the profound way 
in which all Scripture is made to illustrate the principle 
laid down by St. John. He rightly takes the Kat in 
ver. 20, not adversatively, but as expressing simple pro­
gression. This gives precision and clearness to the context, 
and makes the connection with the preceding passage 
luminous at once. 'Ye who are able through your anoint­
ing to discern with sufficient clearness the anti-Christian 
error, will also now take care to avoid it, and hold fast the 
truth.' He correctly interprets the xpfap,a of anointing as 
the symbol of the impartation of the Spirit, and refers the 
&7,or; not to the Father, but to the Son. 

"Concerning the exposition of the passages, eh. iv. 17-19 
and eh. v. 6-8, which present so many difficulties, we need 
say no more than that onr expositor has been able to 
illustrate every point in its relation to St. John's general 
habit of thought. On the other hand, we cannot altogether 
accord with his remarks upon eh. v. 16, 17. Our own 
view is that the apostle here describes by another name the 
sin which the Saviour termed a sin against the Holy Ghost, 
and does no more than declare the uselessness of prayer for 
such a sin. For the rest, the elucidation of the details is 
here also, as everywhere, both striking and instructive. 

"We can therefore heartily and with perfect confidence 
recommend this work, which in fact presents to the working 
minister specifically a rich fund of help for his study, con­
tinually keeping, as it does, the scientific and the practical 
equally in view. For such labour as this we would have 
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as many sympathizers and helpers as possible. We are 
deeply convinced that he who penetrates the spirit of this 
book, and ponders, with our author's help, the sublime 
and majestic divine ideas of the Epistle, will lay down the 
work enriched in knowledge and comforted in his inner 
man. Nor will he fail to wish that the New Testament 
were handled in this fashion by many more among the 
learned." 

The student-for he who appreciates our volume must be 
a student--will find that this testimony is true. He will 
perceive that, while St. John's inspiration and the canonical 
authority of his letter are left unin vestigated, every word, and 
every turn of t110ught in every sentence, is examined with 
most reverent care, and viewed in the light of the analogy 
of his own other writings, and in that of the other Scrip­
tures. It will be found to yield a great advantage-as the 
reviewer points out-that we have to do with the opinions 
and decisions of one mind, and arc not required to watch 
how he holds the balances in which a thousand conflicting 
interpretations lie. It is a book that encourages the reader's 
private judgment; while sufficiently dogmatic, and occa­
sionally almost dictatorial, it commends itself to every man's 
thoughtful discrimination. Though a certain Platonic 
philosophy and the theology of Lutheranism underlie the 
exposition, these are not unduly obtruded. The reader and 
his guide are together in the presence of St. John as an 
independent witness of the truth of God. The translator in 
this case not being an editor also, it would be out of place 
to point out what he may deem flaws in the exegesis. 
Were it right to do so, he could indicate several results 
of elaborate exegetical criticism from which he dissents ; 
among them would be two that the reviewer above highly 
approves,-connected with the ,ca0aptl;ew and the <pwr;,­
the determination of the vexed question as to the residue 
of necessary sin in the believer, and the terms used in the 
definition of regeneration, and as to the operation of per­
fecting and perfected charity in the hearts of the sanctified. 
It would be a labour of love to discuss these points here 
or anywhere; but it must suffice that the translator clears 
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himself from the responsibility of some few of the conclu­
sions of his author. For the rest, there is nothing in the 
volume that is not true to the Catholic faith; even in the 
questions alluded to, our expositor-it, must be honestly 
confessed-has on his side the great majority. But let 
that pass. 

A word may be said here as to the studied exclusion of 
the polemics of exegesis. It is quite possible, while admir­
ing this specimen of direct in opposition to indirect inter­
pretation, that we may do injustice to those invaluable 
works which adopt a different plan. It is undoubtedly 
sometimes a very troublesome thing to get at the meaning 
of Meyer or Ruther themselves through the wearisome 
array of contradicted authors who bar the way. But, 
generally speaking, the toil is in the long run rewarded. 
We see, as we otherwise should not, all that bas been or 
may be said on the subject; we are saved the trouble of 
consulting a multitude of writers; and meanwhile we have 
the pleasure of exercising our own critical faculty upon a 
variety of opinions,-a pleasure which to many is one of a 
very exquisite kind. It is hardly fair, moreover, that an 
author who could never have produced a book like this had 
he not carefully read the other kind of commentaries should 
even seem to disparage them. He could not have used his 
own microscope with such wonderful effect had he not been 
in the habit of looking through a multitude of other men's 
less finished instruments. And his honest desire to advance 
the truth would be thought by himself to have failed of its 
reward if he did not find his own conclusions discussed 
in commentaries yet to come. We have noticed evidences 
already-and if we had not noticed them, may be sure of 
their being found-that Raupt's interpretations will play 
a conspicuous part in the labours of future Meyers and 
Ruthers, who will point out where his microscope has seen 
more than it should have seen, or has failed to see what 
ought to be seen. After all, this matter of bristling polemics 
on the page of calm exegesis is one merely of degree. It is 
carried to a great and wearisome excess, but it cannot be 
altogether avoided. 
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Another reviewer in the Evangelische Kirchen-Zeititng 
brings out a feature of the book not yet touched upon :-

" The present work occupies a place as it were between 
a commentary and a biblical - theological essay. It is 
distingished from the former, inasmuch as grammatical­
historical exegesis is not the writer's chief aim, but is 
regarded only as the foundation already laid, which, how­
ever, is introduced more or less according to the necessity 
of the case. His eye is always fixed on the process of 
thought; all else is subordinate to this supreme object. 
On the other hand, it is distinguished from those works 
which deal with the Epistle only as illustrating Johannaean 
theology; for it does not select and discuss isolated passages, 
but impartially investigates every thought from beginning 
to end. The expositor aims to develope from it the general 
principles of St. John's views of God and the universe; 
for, although the apostle may not have been conscious that 
he was exhibiting such a system, all the elements of it 
were enfolded in his thinking. Hence, as Haupt himself 
says, he has placed every expression under a microscope, 
and traced it back to its premisses, and forward to its con­
clusions ; thus finding its exact relation to the apostle's 
scheme of thought generally. He has taken special pains 
with the order of the ideas in the Epistle ; this having 
always been, and still being, matter of great difficulty to 
exegetes. He thinks that he has found a specific, compact, 
and regularly ordered process of thought, without, however, 
believing that the apostle wrote on a preconceived harmoni­
ous plan. Throughout the exposition we trace a decidedly 
;realistic feature ; as also a dialectic, sometimes even too 
keen, which with great subtilty seeks to do justice to every 
word of the Bible." 

The question of any analytical arrangement of this 
Epistle has been a fruitful source of discussion among 
expositors. Taking it altogether, that which is established 
in the present volume is, perhaps, the most elaborate that 
has ever been attempted. How elaborate it is the reader 
will hardly be aware until he reaches the summing up at 
the close. He will then perceive that he bas been examin-
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ing the most exquisite piece of reticulation imaginable. If 
he should attempt-what the author has not attempted­
to write out the Greek, which is everything here, on the 
principle of this analysis, he will be simply amazed at the 
result. Two things will strike him most forcibly. First, 
that men with any pretension to common sense could ever 
have come to the conclusion that the Epistle, as the pro­
duction of St. John's old age,-this undoubtedly it was,­
betrays all the marks of senility, being an unmethodized 
effusion of pious sentiments and reflections. This view has 
been put in a more respectful form, in the assertion that 
the apostle was a contemplative and not a dialectical spirit, 
and that he poured out the aphorisms or detached expres­
sions of his pure meditation on the profound truths of 
the Gospel. We cannot travel through the first chapter, 
under our author's guidance, without feeling that, at any 
rate, such a fallacy as this must be exploded. Intuition 
and deductive thought meet here as they never met before, 
and have perhaps never met since, save in some of the 
meditations of St. Augustine. The second matter of 
astonishment will be, that a writer whose mind never for 
a moment loses the thread or the clue of his own analysis 
should have adopted his method unconsciously, as our 
author seems to assert that he did. And this may beget 
some suspicion of the analysis itself: suspicion which, it 
may be observed, a careful examination will justify. But 
into this question the present notice cannot enter. Suffice 
to say that, saving in a few cases where the despotism of 
analysis leads to a certain violence being done to the text, 
even a faulty scheme, thoroughly worked out, very much 
aids the interpretation of the whole. None can read 
Bengel's exposition of the Epistle without feeling this. It 
is remarkable that no two expositors are in agreement here. 
Every man has his own interpretation. It would be wrong 
here to yield to the temptation of adding another. 

Before delivering up the book to its readers, a' few 
concluding sentences may be permitted on the general 
characteristics of the Epistle, and the spirit in which it 
should be studied. 
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Our expositor again and again remarks that St. John's letter 
bears all the marks of having been written to congregations 
already in possession of the truth. This hardly goes far 
enough to do justice to the case. It was written designedly 
as the supplement to all extant New Testament Scripture, 
as, in fact, the final treatise of inspired revelation. This is 
not avowed, or, if avowed, the expression of it is very faint 
and indirect. But the effect of this truth is everywhere 
apparent. Every doctrine, from that of God, as manifested 
in the Mediatorial Trinity, through the atonement down to 
the last things, receives its consummating form. The 
evangelist was reserved to " seal up the vision" and close 
the long series of divine communications to man. The com­
mandment to "write," which was first given to Moses, and 
is not often heard afterwards, is emphatically given at the 
close to St. John, who finishes what Moses began. He is 
the last writer of the New Testament, and it is highly 
probable that his Catholic Epistle was his last service to 
Christianity. It is his only doctrinal work, for in neither 
the Gospel nor the Revelation does he speak in his own 
person as a teacher. In the latter, he is only the amanuensis 
of the Lord's Apocalypse, and the recorder of the visions 
which he beheld "in the Spirit;" where he speaks in his 
own person, it is only to narrate his rapture or the historical 
event connected with his vocation to write. The prologue 
of the Gospel seems to be an exception ; but that is not so 
much his own teaching as the necessary introduction of the 
person of his Lord. In this Epistle we receive the closing 
doctrinal testimony of the last and greatest teacher of the 
Christian Church ; and in it we have, therefore, the final 
and finishing touches of the whole system of evangelical 
truth. As the fourth evangelist undeniably had the three 
synoptical Gospels before him, so the last apostle had the 
apostolical Epistles before him, and gave them also their 
finish and perfection. Remembering how long an interval 
separates this document from all other purely doctrinal 
treatises, it will not be too much to say that St. John 
devotes the last breath, as it were, of infallible inspiration 
to a general review of the whole sum of truth, and sets on 



xxn TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

it his final seal. Not that the letter is a general doctrinal 
summary. It is, like almost all the other treatises of 
revelation, an occasional document : a protest against many 
kinds of Gnostic heresy, especially concerning the Person 
of Christ and its relation to the redeeming economy. As 
such it keeps its eye steadily on the ultimate forms which 
fleeting errors were beginning to assume, and almost defines 
the terms of these false theories. It is undoubtedly a 
contribution of St. John to the pressing needs of the uni­
versal Church ; a Catholic defence against uncatholic false 
doctrine. We hear again the voice of the "son of thunder," 
still vehement against every insult to the majesty of his 
Lord. It is not therefore a general compendium of theology. 
But we may say that it traverses, more than any other 
treatise, the whole field; in other words, that it would, 
better than any other fragment of the New Testament, 
supply the place of the entire final revelation to such as 
might possess it alone. 

It is evident that St. John speaks generally as the 
representative of the company of his predecessors; the 
opening of the Epistle introduces the " we," not of personal 
authority, but of the apostolic brotherhood. His is the 
last voice, soon to be silent like the others ; and the tone 
of the whole letter is that of recapitulation and bringing to 
remembrance. Not a solitary instance is there of a new 
assertion; all is written under the law of its own maxim, "I 
write no new commandment unto you." There is not from 
beginning to end a truth which adds to the old stock, as is 
so often the case in the earlier writings. Yet the form of 
all is new. The ever fresh and never exhausted Spirit of 
inspiration leaves the Church in this Epistle with the token 
that there is no limit to the power of exhibiting fresh com­
binations of truth. As St. Paul's last letters are still full 
of new forms and turns of expression, so it is with St. John, 
and especially in this last fragment of Scripture. But 
every novelty of expression is in perfect harmony with the 
other types of doctrine, on which it sets the seal of perfec­
tion. This double truth-that St. John retains every other 
element of evangelical truth while giving a final touch to 
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every other-is of the utmost possible importance to the 
expositor of this Epistle. 

Let it be remembered, for instance, in every passage that 
introduces the three several Persons of the Holy Trinity, 
and it will be seen that some delicate points emerge which 
have no strict parallel elsewhere. Not to speak of the 
Three Heavenly Witnesses-our author, in common with 
most recent criticism, rejects this-reference may be made 
to the passage that closes the Epistle, and therefore in a 
sense the whole Bible. " We are in Him that is true, even 
in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal 
life." Here God and the Father are one in His Son. With 
this let eh. iv. 9, 14 be collated: "Gon sent His only­
begotten Son into the world," which in a remarkable varia­
tion becomes, "the Father sent His Son to be the Saviour of 
the world." Hence, in a manner more express than anywhere 
else, it is asserted that the Father is the Head and Repre­
sentative of the Godhead : in other words, God and the 
:Father are one. Of course, this is the doctrine of the 
entire New Testament ; but it has here its final and full 
expression. Again, with regard to the Person of Christ, 
we .find the same note of a final recension of doctrine. 
What elsewhere is said concerning the Son as having " life 
in Himself," might be and has been referred to the incarnate 
Son the life of men; but here " the Word of life is with 
the Father," an expression that retires behind all temporal 
relations. And the Son is here more emphatically than any­
where else "that Son of Him the Only-begotten" who, as 
such, was " sent into the world." And, with respect to the 
incarnation itself, the basis and presupposition of all other 
doctrine, our Epistle has the final and unsurpassable 
formulae, almost all of them peculiar, though each of 
them linking itself with something that had been said 
before : formulae, namely, such as " was manifested," " came 
in the flesh," " sent into the world," which will be found 
to contain, when studied in their connection, some slight 
but very specific variation from all preceding phrases, and 
improvement upon them. The emphasis is here at the 
close upon the truth that not God absolutely, but the Son 
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came in flesh, and that this Son is still Jesus Christ who 
came: the reader must mark for himself by collation the 
advance in such phrases as these found in the Epistle. 
They are unique, and chosen in order to serve the double 
purpose of rebuking the Gnostic antichrists, who refused to 
believe that the Son of God took more than the sern blance 
of a human existence, and that also of making it for ever 
plain that there was no conversion of the divine into the 
human when "the Word became flesh." The Epistle ends 
with a declaration, so clear as to leave all doubt behind, 
that the entire manifestation of Jesus Christ is that of the 
personal Son, whose divine and eternal personality governs 
the development of His person and work. Here is a final 
and definitive and consummate word, " the Son of God is 
come:" there is but One Person of whom all is said, by 
whom all was done upon earth, and who is accomplishing 
all that remains to be done in heaven. The distinctions of 
later theology between a divine and a human personality 
in our Lord were unknown to St. John, who speaks for all 
the apostles, and for the Lord Himself. They know of no 
human personality as such and as apart from the divine. 
They do not say that He became a man, but that He became 
flesh, or came in the flesh : flesh being the realistic com­
pendium of human nature or human existence. There is a 
remarkable reading of eh. iv. 3, which Haupt admirably 
defends, implying that St. John seemed to condemn the 
sundering or dissolving of Jesus into a God and man: 
" every spirit & 'Jl.vn." There is something deeply sugges­
tive in this variation of the text. However much one 
might hesitate before its authentication, when once it is 
authenticated no one can doubt that it must be classed 
among that large number of presentient or anticipative texts 
of Scripture the meaning and application of which the set 
time should declare. Be that as it may, this Epistle does, 
in the most subtle and exquisite way, exhibit the very 
perfection of the doctrine of the two natures in one per­
sonality which make up the true doctrine of the Person of 
Christ. It removes the angularity and roughness from all 
other passages, obviates the possible misconception to which 
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they were liable, and, in short, crowns them all, as has been 
said again and again, with the finishing touch of perfection. 

The same pI'inciple might be applied to the doctrine of 
sin in this Epistle, which is brought into relation with 
Satan in a manner quite peculiar to itself, though in st;rict 
harmony with other passages in the Gospel and the later 
Epistles of St. Paul. The original sinner himself is brought 
out into very distinct prominence : never, indeed, is he so 
sharply defined in his personality and in his relation to the 
redeeming work as in the last pages of Scripture. But 
more important than this is the effect of the finishing hand 
upon the work and mediatorial ministry of Christ. Let 
the reader); carefully mark the specific aspect in which the 
atonement is seen in four or five distinct presentations of 
it, and his own reflection will suggest all that might be 
said. The Father sent the Son AS the Saviour rather than 
TO BE the Saviour of the world. He sent His Only-begotten 
Son as the propitiation for our sins. This term in the 
Epistle, t>..auµ,or;, is invested with deep interest as St. John's 
unique expression, reserved as it were for the close of the 
Scripture, just as is the revelation that "God is love." 
Jesus is Himself the propitiation once in heaven and once 
on earth: Himself, which is the same as St. Paul's "pro­
pitiatory in His blood through faith," but also very much 
more than that. The term Mediator is not used; but what 
the term means is exhibited more clearly than anywhere 
else. It is the Pauline " Mediator of God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus " somewhat improved upon, if such lan­
guage may be used. The Mediator IS God and man, and 
not only BETWEEN God and men. Everywhere the mission 
is of the only-begotten Son, not to win for man the love 
of God by appeasing first His holy wrath, hut as the Mes­
senger of a love which had already provided the propitiation 
that eternal holiness rendered necessary and justice found 
sufficient. It must be remembered that the wonderful 
revelations of the Epistles to the Romans and the Galatians 
and the Hebrews were before St. John when he so carefully 
blended love and propitiation together, giving love the pre­
eminence. But it is hardly possible to doubt that his full 
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and complete. doctrine of the atonement is, and is intended 
to be, the complement and perfection of all former testimonies. 

The same may be said of the application of the atone­
ment to the individual, with all the blessings of the Christian 
covenant as imparted to faith. The same three leading 
ideas of righteousness, sonship, and sanctification which run 
throu~h the whole New Testament pervade this Epistle 
also, though the terminology undergoes a slight variation 
here and there. We miss many of St. Paul's phrases, and 
many of these found in the Epistle to the Hebrews ; but 
we do not miss what these terms signify. And it may be 
said with confidence that in this last document of revelation 
these three several families of blessing are combined and 
interwoven with each other in a manner of ,vhich there is 
no example elsewhere. The verification of this would be 
a good preliminary discipline for the study of our Epistle. 

With regard to the first term, we certainly find nothing 
here answerable to the Pauline " righteousness of God," 
"righteousness of faith," Christ "made unto us righteous­
ness." But we have, corresponding to each of these terms 
respectively, phrases which suggest the same meaning to 
ears already prepared for them. St. John, however, taking 
for granted St. Paul's earlier fundamental teaching, enters 
into the spirit of his later defence of the doctrine against 
antinomian perversion : he lays stress upon the link between 
imputed and inherent conformity with law. Supposing 
this Epistle to be the final expression of the evangelical 
doctrine of the new righteousness of faith, how striking is 
the play upon the words : ''. he that doeth righteousness is 
righteous, even as He is righteous" ! On any other supposi­
tion they seem nothing but a play on the words ; and, in 
fact, have been set by more than one shallow and irreverent 
expositor to the account of our apostle's senility. 

In harmony with the principle thus laid down, the con­
nection between righteousness as before the law and the 
filial relation to God in Christ is set forth in its final and 
consummate form. The Epistle does n.ot distinguish between 
the mediatorial court, in which law, with its forensic 
phraseology, presides, and the household or family of God 
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wherein all belongs to the adoption of sons. St. Paul does 
in general keep these apart. St. John unites them in these 
words, which form the transition from the one great term 
to the other : " Ye know that every one that doeth right­
eousness is born of Him." He makes more emph'atic than 
ever, as if by a final testimony, the pre-eminent dignity of 
the estate of sonship. It had been said that believers were 
" predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son : " 
thus making their sonship the only privilege spoken of 
in such high terms. The second part of our Epistle is a 
wonderful expansion of this very theme, with the terms 
changed and a :finishing touch laid on the whole. The old 
word adoption is no longer used ; but the reality of its 
meaning, and its close connection with the new birth itself, 
are again and again expressed in the apostle's words. As 
if the whole design of God's love in the Gospel was 
summed up in this, he cries,-in the centre of the Epistle and 
in its unique apostrophe,-" Behold what and how great 
love God bath given to us, in order that we may be called, 
and we are, the children of God!" But the very highest 
expression of this dignity is, that it springs from union 
with the First-born and the Only-begotten. St. Paul gives 
many hints of this ; but his hints are iu our Epistle perfect 
developments. Passing over many passages which illus­
trate the high reach of its doctrine, it is enough to say 
that only of our sonship in Christ and the more abundant 
life it imparts is " eternal" used: it is not eternal righteous­
ness, nor eternal sanctification, but eternal life. Whatever 
has been said before is now more greatly said : " We are in 
Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is 
the true God and eternal life." More glorious things are 
spoken of the estate of regeneration than had ever before 
been spoken. This gives the Christians at last their name: 
not any longer " the righteous," or " the saints," but 
" children," "little children," " brethren," " the sons of 
God." This, however, is comparatively a small thing. The 
actual birth " of God," of " His seed," defines regeneration 
by stronger terms, if possible, than bad been used before ; 
the privileges of the new birth have here their highest 
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ideal description, so high indeed as to be the despair 
of commentators. In fact, this final treatise makes the 
supreme glory of the Christian vocation to be, that the sons 
of God in Christ are like the Son as He now is and as He 
will appear hereafter: like Him in the sense both of oµotot 
and of oµoovo-lot; or, to borrow a word of St. Paul, which 
for once St. John has not surpassed, "one Spirit with Him." 

The third branch or development of privilege in the 
Christian covenant is everywhere in the New Testament 
the sanctification of the soul, pardoned and regenerate, to 
God: not, however, as if the sanctification follows on forgive­
ness and the new birth ; rather it is concurrent with them. 
Strictly speaking, there is but one great substantial blessing, 
life in Christ ; the other two are the necessary concomitants 
or conditions or appendages of this. The relation thus 
indicated is impressed most emphatically by St. John as 
the final lesson of the New Testament. We are forgiven in 
order that we be " called sons ; " we are sanctified in order 
that we may worthily "be sons." The new life is in the 
mediatorial court, where law reigns, cleared from condenma­
tion, and enabled to fulfil all righteousness ; it is itself im­
parted in fellowship with the Son, "the :First-born among 
many brethren," in the Father's house; and it is in the new 
temple of Christianity, over which Jesus presides as High 
Priest, consecrated and sanctified. The development of 
this last idea bears the same marks of finality and con­
summation which have been observed in the two others. A 
certain change has passed over the terminology ; but the 
change is-sit venia verbo-on the side of simplicity and 
strength. For the purification from sin only two are 
retained out of a large number, Ka0aptl;€tv and a:yvil;fw. 
The former is used twice at the threshold of the Epistle, 
and in each case with a unique application : " the blood of 
Jesus His Son cleanseth us from all sin," from all sin 
which the light reveals as spot and defilement; and 
presently afterwards the virtue of the atonement is said 
to be administered by God, "faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness : " that 
is, blending the court and the temple in a way hitherto 
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unusual, to forgive the sin in the one, and to cleanse from 
the guilt of unrighteousness in the other. Here, at the 
outset, we have the divine application of the atonement to 
those who confess that they have been, that they are, and 
that they will be to eternity sinners, depending on the 
mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ for admission to eternal 
life. In the heart of the Epistle the other term comes in, 
and St. John appropriates it to the human co-operation. 
Both St. Paul and St. James apply the former term, 
,ca0aptl;Ew, to man's own act; St. John only uses a,yvttEiv 
for this. He says all that St. Paul meant when he exhorts 
us to " cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God ; " but, as his 
manner is, he varies and, if possible, elevates the argument : 
" He that bath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as 
He is pure." But hitherto all has been in some sense 
negative, the cleansing the nature from sin. The positive 
element of entire consecration to God comes before us in 
the form of the perfected work of the love of God in us : 
St. John's final contribution to the subject. The passages 
which unfold this high doctrine have no parallel in 
Scripture, though they are jointly and severally the exact 
expression, in its highest form, of the spirit of the entire 
New Testament. This is not the place to expound them 
fully. But let the reader of our present volume, and of most 
other commentaries on this Epistle, ask himself as he reads 
whether justice is done to them. lie should be exceedingly 
jealous upon this point, and not suffer his mind to be 
beclouded in the interpretation of this last and highest 
testimony to the prerogatives of the Christian life of 
holiness. 

The passages here referred to-those which speak of the 
perfected love of God in man-are distributed over the 
Epistle in a very suggestive manner, illustrating what has 
been said as to the final tone here impressed upon the 
evangelical phraseology. Their first occurrence connects 
them with the observance of the law or righteousness: 
" whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God 
perfected." Here there is a beautiful inversion of St. Paul's 
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order, "love is the fulfilling of the law:" for in St. John 
the fulfilling of the law is also the perfecting of love. The 
second instance of their use connects them with the 
regenerate life. Writing to those who are born of God, St. 
John says: "If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, 
and His love is perfected in us." At this point rises in the 
text the word which revelation had never uttered before, 
"God is love," and the love of God, dwelling in those who 
are born of Him, has in and through their charity to man 
its perfect operation. The third time they are connected 
with our sanctification from all sin, through the indwelling 
of God by His Spirit in the soul. St. Paul speaks of the 
"love of God shed abroad" in the believer. This is a large 
word, but here it is surpassed : "love with us is perfected," 
it becomes "perfect love" in us, which drives out fear 
because it drives out sin, the cause of fear, gives boldness 
in the judgment whether present or future, and is the entire 
consecration of the soul in the indwelling Trinity. These 
are only suggestions, offered only to illustrate a principle 
that furnishes one key of great importance to the exposition 
of this Epistle. It sets the seal of perfection on all former 
doctrine concerning the privileges of the Christian estate. 

The entire vocabulary sanctified in the New Testament 
to describe these privileges falls into three classes, as we 
have seen: one large class revolves around the word right­
eousness; another around the life of sonship; and a third, 
brought up from the temple, is composed entirely of 
sacrificial terms. These various departments of phraseology 
are everywhere distinct, though sometimes they seem to be 
blended. We see at once which predominates in the several 
Epistles of St. Paul and the Hebrews, and in the other 
writings of the New Testament. But when we come to this 
last document or compendium, they are intertwined and 
made one after a new fashion. This can be verified in 
every paragraph. One instance may suffice. Let the reader 
begin with eh. ii. 29, and go on to eh. iii. 5, with this 
thought in his mind. He finds the three ideas of con­
formity to law or righteousness, perfection of the filial life 
in the image of the Son, and sanctification from all sin, 
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distinct and yet blended inextricably. The order is there, 
righteousness, sonship, sanctification; but the three are one. 
The terms of the court, the household and the temple, con­
firm and illustrate each other ; and Jesus Christ - the 
Righteous, the Son of the Father, the Holy One-presides, 
in the glory of His holiness, over all and over each. 

The principle here laid down may be perverted in its 
application. It may be said that this final testimony of 
revelation has left behind and rendered obsolete much of 
St. Paul's forensic and judicial thought, and sublimated the 
Gospel into its higher and more simple character. But this 
is a mistake. This Epistle perfects all, but not by sup­
pressing anything. For instance, there is no aspect of the 
atonement-as in the divine nature first, and then revealed 
at the cross-which may not be discovered by the faithful 
eye in this Epistle. Christ is the messenger of eternal love, 
but He bears a propitiatory sacrifice sent forth from eternity, 
and as the Righteous One He vindicates the rectoral 
righteousness of God in His advocacy for sinners. St. Paul 
has dilated on these three points more fully; but no terms 
of his surpass the force of the last apostle. The entire 
doctrine of the righteousness of faith is wrapped up in one 
expression: "Your sins are forgiven for His name's sake." 
St. Paul's: "just God and the Justifier," is reproduced in 
St. John's "faithful and just to forgive us our sins." St. 
John's vindication of the necessity of interior righteousness 
is only the echo of St. Paul's own ; and in his pages St. 
James and St. Paul are harmonized better than anywhere 
else. Again, it may be insinuated that the absence of the 
ideas of Church, and sacraments, and ministry, indicate a 
certain disparagement of these ideas. Certainly the spiritu­
ality of the true Christian fellowship is exalted to the 
highest point; but the visible organization is implied in 
the condemnation of those "who went out from us," and 
the little Epistle to Gaius, written by the same hand, and 
about the same time, settles the place " the Church" and 
its ministry held in the apostle's system. As to the 
sacraments, they are not alluded to, save in a mystical way, 
because there is no reason to think that the sacramental 
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doctrine had been perverted in St. John's time. But here 
comes in another principle or key of interpretation,-that 
the gTeat errors of the time were assailed in this final 
document,-and this has not been dwelt upon here, because 
it is abundantly illustrated in the volume now introduced. 

It only remains to commend the reverential and devout 
spirit that pervades this exposition. The writer evidently 
knows that secret of the "unction from the Holy One " 
which he has so beautifully expounded, and the reader must 
know it too, if he would not lose his labour. 



THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. JOHN. 

NO author in the New Testament canon has to the same 
extent as the Apostle John impressed upon the very 

introductory words of his writings a Christological stamp. 
The Epistles of St. Paul refer the x_apii; Ka£ dp~v71, which 
they invoke upon the readers, equally to the Father and to 
the Son. The first Epistle of St. Peter introduces at once 
in its superscription the three divine persons co-ordinately ; 
and his second Epistle, while it first speaks of Christ as 
81:6<; ~µ,i::iv Ka£ uwT~P, yet ascribes the proper salutation 
equally to the Father and to the Son. But, even apart 
from the introductory words, these documents-to which 
we may indeed add the synoptical Gospels themselves-do 
not produce the sublime Christological impression that is 
produced by the works of St. John. This stamp is all the 
more remarkable inasmuch as the first Epistle, and still more 
the Apocalypse,1 when they are examined in detail, contain 
but little doctrine proper concerning the God-man. The 
Epistle to the Colossians, for example, is much richer in 
this respect than both the works just mentioned. But with 
such full energy does St. John at the outset make the Son 
of God the sole centre of all his thinking, that in our 

l The author may observe here, once for all, that he gives due appreciation 
to the great difficulties which oppose the hypothesis that the writer of the 
Apocalypse was the writer of the Gospel. But they fail to sway him, never• 
theless, especially as they contradict the strong witness of antiquity ; and he 
therefore always quotes the Apocalypse as J ohannaean. By a more and more 
diligent and thorough comparison of its matter with that of the Gospel aud 
of the Epistle, the conviction on the one side or the other must necessarily iu 
due time be brought clearly out. 

l JOHN. A. 
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investigations of the most remote subjects that follow we 
feel ourselves always under the supremacy of this central 

h X ' • A , I ·~' " " I th d trut , wpir; av-rav €"fEVETO OVOE EV O 'Y€"f0VEV : ese wor s, 
taken in their widest significance, constitute the signature 
of the J ohannaean writings. 

However strikingly the opening words of the Gospel 
and our Epistle respectively accord as to their scope and 
matter, they have important differences in their form. The 
Gospel begins in short, antithetical sentences, as to their 
construction and bearing easily intelligible ; the Epistle 
begins with a long period, abruptly breaking off and then 
returning back to its starting-point, such as furnishes some 
difficulties to the grammatical interpretation. This Epistle 
also has no superscription; while the second and third of 
the same writer each contains one, the second in a form 
approximating to the copiousness of the Pauline formula ; 
the third, in the briefest way possible, only mentioning the 
sender and the receiver. It is true that an attempt has 
been made to force the first four verses of our Epistle into 
the scheme of a superscription ; the xapa of the fourth 
verse has been made analogous to the xaptr; of the Pauline 
Epistles ; the 7r},:YJpW0YJvat of the joy here has been paral­
leled with the wX7J0vv0YJvat of the inscriptions in St. Peter, 
Polycarp, and Clemens. But if we find evidence that the 
first four verses aim only to give the matter and scope of 
the letter, this of itself proves that they furnish us, not 
with a superscription proper, but with a specific intro­
duction. In the superscription of an epistle the names of 
the receiver and of the sender could not well be wanting. 
We have something like such a letter without superscrip­
tion in the Epistle to the Hebrews, only that there the 
close at least corresponds with the customary closing 
formula of St. Paul's letters. Still, in the main current of 
our present document the reader remains much more con­
scious of the epistolary form than in the case of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, which is much morn like a treatise. 
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CHAPTER I. 

VErtSE 1. 
•'o .. , , , ... ~ , , li. ~ , ... ., "0 'YJV Q'TT' apxiJ<;, O ll1''TJICOQJJ,€V, 0 €Wpa!CQJJ,€V TO£<; O'f' a}.-
~ , A ,. '0 , 0 , , A , A '.I~ .., , "' 

µ,o,<; 'TJJJ,WV, o E Eaa-aµ,E a, ,ea, a, XHPE<; 'TJJJ,WV Ey 1J"'a.,,'TJ<rav, 
'lrEpl Tou 'A.01ov Tij<; twi),;, 

As to the construction of the first verses of this Epistle, 
modern exegesis has come to a pretty clear agreement. 
The period contains a double specification of the object ; 
first, it is given in the relative clauses with o; and then, 
secondly, it is summed up in the words : 'lrEpl Tou 'A.01ov Ti),; 

t"wi),;. The predicate to which all these definitions of the 
object belong is a'1ra11eX"A.oµ,Ev in ver. 3. But before this 
is announced the apostle inserts a parenthesis for the 
closer explanation of the 'lrEpl Tou Xo1ov Tij,; twi),; (ver. 2) ; 
and then the broken thread is taken up again by a brief 
repetition of the object (& €wpa1'aJJ,Ev ,cal a1C'TJ1Coaµ,Ev). 

But when the form is settled, the matter yet remains for 
interpretation. ·what is the substance of the announcement 
which St. John has to make? Is it a thing? In favour 
of this seems the neutral beginning, the fourfold o. Or is 
it a person ? For this speaks the matter of these same 
neutral clauses: ~v a7r' apxi'J,;, ai xlipe,; i;µ,wv e'Y'TJ"A.acp'TJ<rav 
,c,-r."A.. ; for this also the allusion to the beginning of the 
Gospel, where in part the same is said concerning the 
Logos ; for this, finally, the summarizing expression : Xo10,; 
Ti),; t"wi),;. It is certainly inadmissible to translate these 
words as meaning the annunciation or message concerning 
life ; for St. John's aim is not to speak abo-ut the preaching 
of the apostles, but to announce that preaching itself. We 
can understand 'lrEpl -ri),; twi),; a'lra"t"feXXoµEv ; but 'lrepl -rou 

"A.a1ov Ti)<; twi),; would be, on such a theory of interpre­
tation, an embarrassing thought. The undeniable coinci-
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dence between the beginning of the Epistle and the prologue 
of the Gospel requires that we take the X6,yor; here in the 
same sense as there,-that is, as the description of the Son 
of God, the eternal Revealer of the divinity. 

All the expressions of the verse showing that it is a 
person who is in the apostle's view, bow comes it that he 
begins with the neuter ? We shall find the right answer 
when we seek for the solution of another and easier 
question : why, that is, the apostle does not, in summing 
up the object of his annunciation, use the simple accusative, 
70V X61ov ,.~,, sw~r; a'1Ta"l"f€A.A.oµev, instead of saying, 'lTEpl 
7ou X61ov. These two are by no means equivalent. We 
might expect to find -rov X61ov a'lTa"/"fi"XXoµev in the begin­
ning of the Gospel, or in the beginning of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, or, in fact, of any document which might be 
occupied with the person of our Lord; but it is obvious to 
the most superficial consideration, that our Epistle neither 
gives nor professes to give a d.ctailed disclosure of the 
characteristics of the person and nature of the Logos. It 
is true that the Logos is the fundamental matter and pith 
of the Epistle ; not, however, His person in itself, but in 
its effects, in its glorious outbeamings, which only in an 
indirect way lead to any conclusions concerning His own 
nature as a person. Consequently the apostle announces 
assuredly 7repl 7oii X61ov, merely things which stand con­
nected with the Logos, but not directly 70V Xo,yov. From 
this point of view we can explain primarily the clause : 7repl 
-roii A.O'YOV 7~', sw~r;. This phrase also carries us back to 
the prologue of the Gospel. We read, eh. i. 4, concerning 
the Logos, ev aimi, sw~ 't)v ; in eh. xiv. 6 the Lord calls 
Himself absolutely the Life ; and, according to eh. v. 2 6 : 
fDWICEV O '1Ta7~p np vi<p swryv lxeiv ev eav7<j',. It might 
appear, from this combination, as if the expression X61ov 
7~r; sw~r; signified only the Logos who bath life, the true 
life, in Himself. But a closer study of the passages quoted 
shows that in. all of them life comes into consideration not 
as shut up in the Logos alone, but also as streaming forth 
from Him, so that His life is at the same time a power 
penetrating and filling the world. So even in eh. i. 4 of 
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the Gospel, the words which immediately follow declare that 
-r, t;wh ijv TO ef>wr;; TWV oo0pC:nrwv; and in eh. V. 2 G the 
Lord makes it emphatic that He had life in Himself, only 
to demonstrate His authority as the Giver of life, as the 
l;roo7roiwv. And the same holds good of ch~iv. 6 when we 
consider the clause added: ovodr;; lpx€Ta£ 7rpor;; TOV 'TT"aTepa 
El µ,h oi' lµ,ov, which states the design of the definitions of 
Himself given by Christ in the former member of the 
sentence. But in order to arrive at a surer determination 
of the meaning of "A6,yor;; Ti]r;; l;wiJr;; in our passage, we must 
consider another series of J ohannaean passages-those, 
namely, in which, as here, the life is the genitival definition 
of another name, such as &pTor;; riJr;; l;roiJr;;, John vi., and cpwr;; 
Ti]r;; l;wiJr;;, eh. viii. 12. These passages also lay down not 
only tha4 the bread and the light are themselves living, but 
that they are life-giving also. In the latter of them, the 
words o /uco"Aou0wv µoi €'€£ TO cpwr;; -riJr;; l;roiJr;; do not aim 
to show that where there is life merely Christ will become 
to that life light also, but that the light which He gives 
awakens life; and, that &pTor;; T1J<; l;roijr;; makes emphatic not 
the internal quality of the bread, but its effect as such, is 
proved, apart from other considerations, by ver. 33, where 
the words &pTO<; t;whv oioour;; T<p ,c6u-µrp prescribe the sense 
in which the apTor;; tjr;; l;ror,r;; ought in this connection to 
be understood. 

Thus also in our passage we shall, guided by the analogy 
of these collective parallels, understand by the )..6,yor;; Tijr;; 
l;ror,r;;, not only the Logos so far as He has life, but so far 
also as He gives life. As it lies in the nature of light that 
it is not only luminous itself, but also makes other things 
luminous, so it lies in the idea of the Logos, as viewed by 
our apostle, that He communicates and diffuses whatever He 
is, and therefore His life. This latter aspect could here 
least of all be excluded ; for the apostle's design is not to 
impart any purely theoretical communications concerning 
that which is in Christ, but to set it forth as the possession 
of His people ; and he sums up the scope of his Epistle, 
eh. v. 13, as consisting in this, that we by means of our 
faith should know ourselves in possession of life. That 
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which, therefore, conclusively and distinctly, the writer 
would announce, is the life ; as appears plainly from the 
circumstance that in the expression ">,.6-yor; -rfjr; s(J)fjr;, in 
ver. 2, he selects and makes prominent that element which 
is the most important,-that is, the life. Thus, when the 
apostle says that he would make his record wEp'i, -rou Xoryov 
-rfjr; t(J)fjr;, he indicates, by means of the genitive, that 
element on account of which he speaks generally of the 
Logos,-that is, of the Logos in as far as He is life, and, 
according to what follows, life become manifest and com­
municable. Thus, while it is the Logos which certainly is 
present to his view, it is not the Person in Himself, and as 
such, that is the matter of his announcement : not His acts 
nor His process, but only that quality in Him which is life, 
life in His person and flowing from it. Fundamentally, 
therefore, it is quid and not a q_ilis of which the apostle 
would speak; hence he is justified in saying that he declares 
not 'TOV Xoryov, but more generally 7T'€pt, 'TOU AO"fOV; and he 
is right in defining the object of his announcement not as 
masculine, but as neuter. 

Since it is plain that the expression '1T'€pt, 'TOU Xoryov -rfjr; 
s(J)fjr, can denote only the same object of announcement 
which the preceding relatival clauses indicate, the task 
lies before us to ascertain whether our definition of that 
object accords with all these. It is found that it does 
in the highest degree : the same interfusion of person and 
thing meets us as in the Xoryor; -rfjr; s(J)fjr;. Of course it 
may be objected, that what the disciples heard, saw, and 
touched had not been the life which was hidden in Christ, 
but the Person, the Logos, Himself; and it might seem 
that this is fatal both to our explanation of the neutral 
pronouns and to our definition of the object generally. But 
let this be closely examined. By the a,covEw certainly not 
the mere sound of Christ's words is to be understood, but 
the substance of His discourse; what was that but the 
announcement of the life which was in Christ, and which 
was to flow into the apostles? Surely, too, by the opav 
and 0Eiiu0at was not signified merely the beholding of the 
corporeal form of the Lord, so that a Caiaphas might have 
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been included under the plural EwpaKaµev; but what they 
beheld was His works, not according to their outward 
occurrence, but according to their inward significance; and 
what did the disciples see, other than that the Lord both 
was the life and imparted it'? Finally, it has probability 
in its favour preliminarily, and will hereafter be more fully 
shown, that the "1n1"Xacpiiv refers directly to the narrative of 
Thomas after the resurrection. Moreover, it is demonstrable 
that even this last expression does not allude to the touching 
of the person of Christ as such, but to the knowledge of 
Him as the life which the touching was the medium of 
obtaining. We know it had been the opinion of the 
disciples that He who appeared was an apparition, an 
appearance which belonged essentially to the dead and had 
only the semblance of life. By means of the Y1]'Xacpiiv 
Thomas discerned that the Saviour had in Himself true, 
perfect, and not merely seeming life,-in fact, that He was 
the Conqueror of death. The main thing, then, was not 
the handling of the Logos, but of the 'Xoryor, ri}r, tw~r,. 
And when, in virtue of that touch, he broke out into the 
words " My Lord and my God l " the Lord approved Him­
self to him not merely as the Possessor of life, but as the 
Dispenser of it. For the rest, what we have now arrived 
at is as follows. .As St. John says that what he had heard, 
had seen, had touched, was the matter of his annunciation, 
he cannot mean the annunciation of external occurrences, 
such as the words and acts of the Lord; for the Epistle con­
tains directly no such matters. No more can he mean the 
seeing, hearing, touching of the person of the God-man in 
itself; for that would have required a masculine form at the 
outset. .He means rather the seeing, hearing, and touching 
of the Lord as of the life. In fine, the apostle speaks of 
Christ, but not of Christ as a person,-not of the Son in 
Himself, but of the Son as He is the life. In this way every 
word of the clause finds its full and unrestricted meaning. 

Let us now descend to details. The relative clauses 
which introduce the Epistle are grouped primarily in two 
parts: the first declares the objective existence of the' "'A,oryor, 
7fjr, twfir, from the beginning, the others declare His mani-
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festation as in the presence of the apostles. But these two 
divisions are, in the style adopted by the writer to arrange 
and connect the words, not to be viewed as antithetic, but 
as gradational. The contrast is not between the eternal 
existence and the temporal manifestation to certain persons, 
and at a specific season,-had it been so, we should have 

d 
I.\ , , , ,.. " ' ~\ f ""' , , f ,,.,. ~\ rea o a'TT' ap·x;r1'> 'IJV, vvvi oe 'IJP,Ei,; a1C1J1Coaµ,ev, or 11µ,ei,; oe 

a1C1JKoaµ,ev. But the a,couew is an advancement on the 
eZvai, as is plain from the precedence of the ~v in the 
former clause and the absence of the ~µ,e'is in the latter. 
The meaning of the earlier words will be made more plain 
by a comparison with the Gospel. This begins with ev 
apxfi ~v o AO"fO,; in antithesis to the €V apxfi hrol11ae of 
Genesis, St. John writes ev apxfi ~v: when God made all 
things, the Logos was already in existence. Here, on the 
other hand, the question is not of the priority of the Logos 
as opposed to the world, but of the priority of His being as 
opposed to His manifestation : the life that filled eternity 
had entered into the world of manifestation. Further, our 
a7r' apxr/'> is to be noted in its relation to the ev dpxfi of 
the Gospel. In the latter we must understand, following 
the pervasive parallel with the first words of Genesis, that 
lv apxfi is the same as the r,•~~-:i.~ of Gen. i. 1,-that is, 
the element of the first creating, of the beginning of the 
creature, is contained in it. If we take the word in the 
same sense in our own passage, then the apostle affirms that 
a7r' apxfj,;, since the beginning of the creation, that of which 
he will speak, the true life, existed. Nothing would then 
be said in this passage of the pre-temporal, pre-creaturely 
existence of the true life, and the possessor of that life, the 
Word ; nor, indeed, was anything necessary to be said. 
But apx~ may be understood in another sense,--that is, not 
as the beginning of the world, and therefore of time, but 
as the starting-point of human thought in its way over the 
limits of the creaturely universe. As we can form no con­
ception of timelessness, we are wont to define that which 
was before the creation by terms taken from time,-even 
this "before" introduces the temporal idea where it does 
not belong, for we cannot shake off the restraints of time 
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and space. In this sense, as a help to express the notion 
of eternity, apx11 1s often employed in Scripture. The 
beginning of the world is not then denoted, as in Gen. i. ; 
but the absolute First, going before all things else. Thus, 
for example, in the passage of the Olcl. Testament which 
lies at the basis of the Logos-doctrine, Prov. viii 2 :, : 
[ K6pio,] f.0€,ue)..{ooue µe f.V apxfi 7rpo 'TOV f.V apxfi 'Thv 'YTJV 
7roiiJa-ai, where the last words show that the iv a,p-x_fi cannot 
be understood of the beginning of the world, but designates 
eternity. Furthermore, in 2 Thess. ~ 13, according to the / ~ ~ 
right reading, €LA.€'TO uµJis o EJeo, a7r' apxTJ, el, UOO'T1/p{av, J 

where a?r' apxTJ, may be supposed to express the same 
thought as elsewhere is expressed by 7rpo ,ca,-a/30:X.TJ, ,couµov. 
Similarly, the description of Christ as apxh ,ea, ,-e:X.o,, Rev. 
i. 8, is intended to teach the truth, not only that Christ 
lives through all time, but that He is above time: in fact, to 
declare His super-temporal nature. To accept in this way 
the a7r' apxTJ, of our own passage is recommended to us 
by the thought which St. John aims to express: it cannot 
be his design to assert, that, since the world was, Christ, or 
the eternal life, has been ; but he would describe the abso-
lute primordial life of Christ Himself. When we clearly 
perceive that in the whole verse the notion of soo~ is that 
which floats before the apostle's vision, we shall be con­
strained to accept this idea as the substance also of the 
& ~v a7r' apxTJ,: the eternal life, which I would publish to 
you, was before all time, existing therefore before all mani­
festation of itself, As in Prov. viii. 22 it is said of Wisdom 
that she was the beginning of the ways of God, so here it 
is said of the life ; for both had from eternity rested in the 
Logos, who Himself is or was the Wisdom and the Life. 

But that which thus has its essence in the eternities has 
become to the apostle and to his fellow-apostles-this is 
evidently the meaning of the plural form-the object of per­
sonal and most interior experience. As St. Paul, with all his 
independence, and notwithstanding his self-assured relation 
even to the other apostles, finds it a necessity, when he writes 
officially and of his office, to regard his own person as part 
only of a greater whole,-that is, of the apostolate ordained 
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of Christ,-and therefore to use the plural, so also it is a 
necessity to St. John. We note in the stream of his dis­
course, always strengthening in its volume and never doing 
itself full justice, how important it was to him to make 
emphatic the reality of the amazing revelations which had 
been Jnade to him ; and how, on the other hand, an over­
whelming joy on their account pours out everywhere on 
his words its inspiring influence. Between the four predi­
cates, which describe the manifestation of what was from 
the beginning, we find a twofold relation in the fact that 
the last two by a single ;; are linked closely together ; these 
take the place of one whole, as over against the first two 
predicates ; while, again, between the first and second, and 
further, between the third and fourth predicates, an advance 
is indicated through the instrumental definition which is 
connected with the second and fourth particularly. Thus 
we have two pairs of clauses ; and there is, indeed, an eleva­
tion of meaning discernible first between each pair, and then 
also between the first and the second pair. First, by the 
a1'1JK6aµev the altogether general thought is expressed of a 
knowledge touching the object; it is not yet said whether 
that was the result of direct hearing or indirectly through 
a third hand. The apiiv takes a step in advance, with its 
addition Toi:c, ocp0a'A.µoi:c, ~µwv, an addition which affirms 
the extraordinary character belo11ging to this immediate 
contemplation : "it is scarcely credible, but I affirm it, with 
our own eyes we saw it." The apav in holy writ always 
stands higher than aKoveiv ; it indicates the most assured 
and the most incontestable evidence. Again, we have the 
l0eauaµe0a. The word by its root (comp. 0aµ/3oc,, 0avµa) 
points to a seeing which, in regard to its obJect, is connected 
with astonishment and wonder; something was exhibited 
to the apostles which was most worthy to be beheld and 
contemplated. With regard to the seeing subJect, it con­
nects the perfect energy and intensity of the act; the word 
itself is stronger than apav, and describes a purposed and 
most diligent beholding. The "f'IJAacpav finally establishes, 
so to speak, the most material kind of knowledge, which 
excludes even the faintest doubt. Now, as we cannot, of 



CIIAP. I. 1, 11 

course, think of an accidental or fortuitous touching of the 
Lord, while obviously the position at the close of the four 
predicates leads to the conclusion that, with ,[n}Xaq,iiv, as 
with 0eiiu0a,, the intention is to make prominent a deliberate 
and conscious and purposed attainment of knowledge, we 
arrive necessarily, in a new and striking way, at the relation 
between the first and second pair of predicates. 'Opav and 
a,covew indicate immediate perceptions of sense ; 0eaa-0a, and 
'Y'17°Aaq,av indicate investigation pursued with full purpose 
and diligence, and therefore with all exactitude. Now, as 
St. John, and only he, in the Gospel records the transaction 
with Thomas, in which precisely this industrious 0eo.u0ai 
and ,[n}">..aq,av plays a part, it is almost evident that in these 
words he is thinking of that event, and generally of the 
time after the resurrection. If this is the right point of 
view to assume for the interpretation of the last pair of 
predicates, the change of tense is at once explained, namely, 
that the first two verbs are in the perfect, and the last two 
in the aorist ; the former are to describe the evidences of 
the sense running through the whole of the life of Christ, 
and completed as one whole; the latter by the aorists point 
to definite historical individual occurrences, which are to be 
described as such. 

Thus St. John has given a twofold utterance concerning 
the object of his publication : that He in His nature is 
eternal, and therefore divine ; and also that He descended 
into the domain of human, yea, sensible experience, and 
thus became manifest, so that He became known in a per­
fectly assured manner. More distinctly is the object of the 
writing laid down in the words 1repl -roii ">..oryov -r-iji; tan'},; ; 
the subject is the ">..oryoi;, but, as we have seen, the Logos, 
not as in Himself, but as He is the ">..oryoi; -r-iji; tw-iji; ; and 
precisely this makes it clear why the apostle lays so much 
stress on the 0eau0a, and 'Y'11).aq,av of the risen Lord; why 
the Lord was so emphatically present to his eye as risen. 
For Christ had indeed from the beginning of His ministry 
manifested Himself as the life, and, like the xapii; Kat a">..+ 
fieia, the too~ also had ever been reflected from His face ; 
but beyond all comparison more abundantly did the cha-
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racteristic of swv and swo71'oiwv declare itself in Him when 
the long-restrained source of life was fully unsealed in the 

• ,, \ t I ,.. , 1 0 I t \ resurrect10n : fav µ:r1 o ,co,c,cor; Tov o-iTov a71'o avv, avror; 
I I >\ I:-\ > 0 I "'\ \ \ ,I, I 

µovo<; µEvfi, €av of a7T'O av'T}, 7T'O"'uv ,capr.ov 't'Epei. 

VERSE 2. 

( ' t 1-" ' ',I.. '0 \ f , ' ,. ' Kai 17 .,w17 €'t'avepw '1/, ,cai Ewpa,caµev, Kai µapTvpovµev,,cai 
, f f ""' \ j,' \ \ 1 / d ~ \ \ 

a71'a'Y'Ye'/t..)t..oµev uµiv T1]V .,,w17v T1JV aiwviov, 17nr; 'YJV '11'pr.,r; TOV 

warepa, ,ea). ecpavepw07J nµ'iv.) 

But with all this, St. John has not laid down precisely 
enough the object of his Epistle. Of the two ideas contained 
in )..6'Yor; TYJ<; sw'Y/r; he therefore singles out and makes pro­
minent that one which concerns him particularly; not the 
person bearing and enfolding the life, but this life itself 
is the main idea. The Gospel begins with o -X67or; uapg 

J7eveTo, for it treats of the person of Him through whose 
mediation the sw1 came. The Epistle says TJ swiJ ecpavepw0'1/, 

for its object is not the person, but the influences flowing 
through the medium of the person. It is true that in the 
Gospel also the influences and energies of the Logos are 
depicted ; but it is in such a manner as to exhibit His per­
son in richer light, and define that person more precisely. 
It is true also that, conversely, the Epistle speaks of the 
person of the Logos; but it is in such a manner that thereby 
the influences of that person should be made more con­
spicuous. This life has entered into the world of mani­
festation, ecpav€poo07J. It is obvious that it could not be 
said of the sw1 that it uapg €"/€VETO; for while the )..670<;, 

the person, might indeed become man, no attribute or quali­
fication of Him could be incarnate. The eternal life of 
the Logos with the Father, and the earthly life below, are 
diverse forms in which the sw1 clothes itself; itself, however, 
becomes not uapg; rather, as. the result of the incarnation, 
it presents itself to us as manifested. But, apart from 
the logical impossibility in such a passage as ours of 
the uilpg E'YeveTo, it is to be remarked that elsewhere the 
Epistle of St. John betrays a preference for the more general 
cpavepovu0ai. And naturally so. For the assumption of 
flesh was in fact only the means of the manifestation, and, 
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moreover, a medium which had not eternal continuance; 
for, when the Lord was glorified, He remained indeed man, 
but not udpg. The flesh, whose note is weakness, was 
penetrated and swallowed up by the power of the Spirit 
that pervaded it. In our Epistle, where the subject is the 
life-giving energy of the Lord, and at this point, where the 
first verse has indicated that this was to be found speci­
fically in the risen Saviour, who was no longer udpE, the 
more general <fJavEpovu0a, is on all accounts the most 
adequate and pertinent expression. 

What has been said makes it clear that sw~ cannot here 
be a personal name of the Logos ; it is rather that quality 
or characteristic of the Logos which the writer would by 
means of his Epi1:tle implant in us. The swry is a potency 
constituting the personality, but not the person himself. 
What has led to the contrary opinion, namely, that swry is 
a definition of the person of the Logos, is the second clause 
of our verse, where we read, 11 sw~ 'l'}'Tt" r;v 7rp0_. TOV 7raTipa, 
that being declared concerning the life which in the Gospel 
is declared concerning the Logos. But the testimony of the 
Gospel may with equal propriety be turned against this view; 
for there it runs expressly, sw~ rjv €V aim'j,, and thus even in 
the Gospel the life is not used as a personal name, but as a 
characteristic inherent in the Logos. What there is of right 
in this opinion, which,however, we cannot accept, is that here, 
more than elsewhere, the eternal life is described as something 
enfolded in Christ and inseparable from His person. Only 
through the manifestation of the Son could the life become 
manifest; but not on that account is the life an idea which 
may be used interchangeably with Christ or the Logos. 

This life, which has been manifested in the Logos, and 
which we have learned to recognise as the object of 
apostolical annunciation, is in the second half of the verse 
more precisely defined as sw~ alrlmo_.,-that is, looked at 
on the side most important for the aim of the writer. At 
the outset it must be noted that " eternal life " is not to 
St. John merely a term for unbroken continuance in being, 
as if it were simply equivalent to the sw~ a-Kani}w-ro_. of 
Heb. v. 6 ; that it does not define the form of this life so 
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much as the nature and meaning of it : twh alwvior; is, in 
other words, a description of divine life, of the life which is 
in God, and which by God is communicated. It is with 
this expression as it is with the {3aai~ela -rwv ovpavwv. 
To the ovpavo,;; the New Testament does undoubtedly 
attach first of all a local meaning. When Christ teaches 
us to pray that the will of God may be done here as it is 
done in heaven, and when we read of a descending from 
and ascending to heaven, this meaning is sufficiently mani­
fest. But then the word passes from the external and 
local into the internal and spiritual or ethical sense. The 
{3auiXe{a -rwv ovpavwv is not only a kingdom whose seat is 
heaven in the ordinary sense, but, at the same time, a king­
dom which has the same ethical quality that characterizes 
the super-terrestrial world, and hence this /3auiXeia -rwv 
ovpavwv may indeed be literally on earth. In other words, 
ovpavo,;; is the antithesis not only of the physical, but also 
of the ethical idea of the ,couµo,;;. The same thing holds 
good of the twh aiwvior;; primarily it denotes, of course, 
the antithesis of the external, temporal finiteness and 
restriction of the earthly life, as, for instance, when we 
read of a t1aecr0ai elr; -rov aiwva. But when Christ calls 
Himself tw1, or is called twh aiwvior;, John xiv. 3, 1 John 
v. 20, this notion recedes before the internal quality of the 
life so defined ; by twh aiwvwr; a life is meant which 
really and truly is life, life in the fullest sense, life and 
nothing but life, in a word, divine life; while all earthly 
life is in some sense death. 

This last interpretation of the twh alwvto<; is an absolute 
necessity in our present passage. For only when it is 
thus interpreted does the added clause, fJns ~v 7Tpor; -rov 
wa-r-epa, acquire a satisfactory meaning. At the outset, the 
fact that instead of the simple ,;; the connection by fJnr; is 
preferred, indicates that the interjected relative clause con­
tains a reason for the preceding name, or an explanation of 
it. But, apart from that, only two ways of interpret­
ing the relative clause are possible. The first would be 
to consider the apostle as resuming by means of it what 
he had said about the life : what he had said having been 
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the elvai a1r' n.p-xf,r; and the cpavepwB~va,. But we must 
reject this explanation, because the elva, a1r' apxijr; is not 
really taken up again, but instead of it comes in the idea of 
Elva, 7rpor; TOV 'TT"aTepa, which is, after all, another; here 
the counterparts are being in the :Father and being in the 
world, while in ver. 1 they are being from the beginning 
and manifestation in time ; and however nearly related 
these two pairs may be, they are not identical, and the one 
is not a resumption of the other. But, granted that the 
substance of what precedes was to be recapitulated by the 
relative clause, and thus Elva£ 7rpor; 'TOV 'TT"a'Tepa was to be 
altogether equivalent to elva, a7r' apxijr;, yet even this does 
not give aiwvior; the idea of mere superiority to the limita­
tions of time, for then the aiwvwr; would itself be a re­
capitulation of the elva, a7r' apxijr;, and this latter would 
be twice resumed, once by the alwvior;, and a second time 
by 7]'Tt', 'l]V 7rpor; TOV 'TT"aTepa. But, as it has been made 
evident, this whole notion of an analepsis of what had pre­
ceded by means of the relative clause is not to be justified ; 
there is, however, another analepsis which commends itself, 
namely, that the relative clause gives a reason for the 
declaration, a7ra"f'IEA.AOJJ,€V vµ,iv 'Thv {whv T~V aiwvtov. That 
this {w~ is an alwvior;-that is, as seen above, a divine life, 
life in the true ethical sense-is established and proved by 
the fact that it springs from the Father; that St. John can 
and will announce it, is established and proved by the fact 
that it has passed into manifestation, that it has become 
knowable, and therefore communicable. It is not the life, 
as it is in God the Father, that the apostle can and will 
declare, but the life which is in the Son, who says of 
Himself, John V. 2 G' vi. 5 7 : €"fW SW out 'TOV 7TaTepa. The 
life of the Father is sealed and shut up in itself, and that 
which is said of the Father generally may be said of His 
• 0 \ '~ \ I t I t \ f\ 'f: I life: €0V 01/0ft', 'TT"W'TT"OTE ewpa,cev, 0 JJ,OVO"fEVTJ', IJLO', E,;TJ'YIJ-

uaTO, It is the life of the Son of God, more particularly of 
the incarnate Son of God, that St. John beheld and would 
fain implant in the church. Hence it is not said, ijnr, 17v 
iv 'TW 0ero, but, 7rf10', TOV 7ra,-epa. And here, as in the 
prologue of the Gospel, we must carefully mark that it is 
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not ?Tap&, but ?Tpo,,-that is, it is thus to be asserted that 
the life existing in the Logos is not a life originating in 
Himself, but one that is His only in virtue of a permanent 
relation to the Father, through the eternal turning towards 
Him. And it is precisely this reference of itself to the 
Father that makes alwvio, tw1 the true and divine life. 

Let us now retrace our steps and measure our progress 
to this point. In always more specific definitions and 
always narrowing circles, the apostle has laid down the 
object of his writing more and more precisely. It is 
something eternal, yet, at the same time, something to 
him made known in immediate and therefore most assured 
experience, that is the first point of his announcement. 
It is something, again, as he still more closely defines it, 
which concerns the Xoryo, Try,; twfJ,. That is, in the third 
stage, it is precisely the life existing in the Son; and, 
finally, this as the only true life in the fullest sense, as 
tw~ alwvto,. While he places this true life in inseparable 
conjunction with the Logos, and makes it matter of know­
ledge and announcement only through the manifestation of 
the Logos, he places it thus in antithesis to all that before 
was called or might be called life. All previous life, even 
that which most of all bore the stamp of divinity in itself, 
was nevertheless mingled with sin and death, and therefore 
no true life. Not till the manifestation of Jesus Christ 
did the tw~ alwvto, in its deepest sense appear, but with 
its appearance all previous life was stamped with the 
character of darkness. 

As to the object of the apostolical announcement, we 
might now feel tolerably clear; but the manner in which 
it is and becomes known has yet to be considered. This 
is defined to us by the threefold predicative : ewpd"aµev, 
µapTvpouµev, a?Ta'•rtEA.Aoµev. In these we have a climax ; 
the predicate that precedes is always the basis for that 
which follows. Let us, in order to see this more clearly, 
observe the three predicates in their inverted order. The 
last, a?Ta"f"IEAAoµev, denotes a promulgation for the hearers' 
sake, through such means to be edified; what the apostle 
himself knows and enjoys he would make over to the 
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hearers of his message. But if the message lays claim to 
be accepted, it must itself be true, and this presupposition 
is guaranteed by the µapwpeiv. MapTvp{a, to wit, is ever 
the declaration of something self-experienced and self­
observed by the witness. A witness is not primarily 
appointed to be serviceable to others, but purely to serve the 
cause of truth. Whether it is profitable or not, received or 
rejected, is a matter of indifference to testimony as such: 
it is an act us f orensis, though in this case the forum is a 
divine one only. In the a1r-a-•nJ"A.'A,ew the emphasis lies on 
the comrnunication of truth; in the µ,apTvpeiv the emphasis 
lies on the communication of truth. As already noted, 
the µ,apTvpla rests always on personal experience, hence 
the word which Christ, John iii 11, spoke to Nicodemus, 
& ewpa,caµev µapTvpovµev; hence the sedulousness with 
which the apostles in the Acts present themselves as 
witnesses of the resurrection ; hence in our passage the 
ewpa,caµ,ev placed before the µapTvpovµev, That this word 
and not a,c71,coaµev is chosen, has its reason in the fact 
that the former rather than the latter expresses the direct 
evidence of the senses, so that opav is alone selected of 
the four verbs of perception used in the first verse; as well 
as in the fact that in all languages the idea of seeing is 
used for sensible cognizance of every kind. In the previous 
verse it is easily intelligible why the apostle spoke in the 
plural, for the experiences recorded there had always been 
his in the fellowship of the other apostles ; but for the 
same reason he here also writes a1r-ary,yl">.'A,oµev, since, 
though he alone writes the Epistle that follows, he recog­
nises himself in the act as only the organ of the apostolical 
function as a whole. 

VERSE 3. 
~ f , ' , , , ,"\. "\ ' t ,.. f/ ' O ewpa,caµev ,ea£ a/C'f//Coaµev, a7ra'Y'Yfl\,l\,oµev Ka£ vµw, wa 
\ f' ,.. I II 0' f """ \ f I ~\ t ,ea, vµw:; ,cowwviav EX'f/TE µe 'f/µwv· Ka£ 'YJ ,coivwv£a oe 'YJ 

~µ€T€pa µeTa TOI} 'TT'aTpor; ,cal µeTa TOV vlov aUTOV ·1,,,uov 

XptCTTOIJ. 
Thus the object of the Epistle has evolved itself to our 

apprehension in a series of more and more definite ideas. 
l JOHN, B 
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Nevertheless, the question as to the substance of his 
annunciation is not to St. John the most important. This 
is obvious when we consider that he introduces the more 
exact specification of it as t;w~, and indeed t;wh alwvior;, 
only in a parenthesis. That cannot possibly be the most 
momentous thing in the view of an author which he inserts 
in a parenthetical manner. It is clear also when we con­
sider that in the third verse the object is reintroduced in 
the first more general expressions : & ewpa,caµ,ev Kal 
0.1C'f/1Caaµ,ev. This very circumstance points to the con­
clusion that the emphasis in the context before us does 
not rest upon the object of the annunciation, but upon the 
assured knowledge of that object. Even in the parenthesis 
of the second verse, the idea, for the sake of which gener­
ally it is interpolated, is that of the lcpavepw0'f/. We have 
in the first two verses a double series of ideas and a double 
tendency; one series specifies the object about which it 
treats, the other the assurance concerning the nature of 
that object. But that the latter series is the most im­
portant for the present aim of the apostle, is shown by the 
very commencement of ver. 3, which, recapitulating all 
that went before, selects an expression which defines the 
object altogether in its generality, while it defines the 
certitude of experience concerning it in the most pregnant 
way. If it had run -rhv t;whv a1ra<y"fl.XX0µ,ev, this latter 
element would, conversely, have receded instead. That the 
order of the words is not the same as in ver. 1 (here 
ewpaKaµev before Cl,/C'f/K<Jaµev) cannot be regarded as a 
designed gradation, the less so as we certainly have such a 
gradation in ver. 1, and there the a,covew is the first verb. 
The present order is rather to be explained from the 
circumstance that the apav of the former verb is still 
lingering in the apostle's ear, and therefore presented itself 
first. But that only apav and ll/COVE£V, and not also 
8ea<T8ai and ,;,,,xacpav, are repeated, is to be accounted for 
on the ground that for an epanalepsis or resumption, which 
should be as short as possible, and yet as comprehensive as 
possible, the most general expressions are the most pertinent. 

After the substance and trustworthiness of his document 
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are satisfied, the writer lays down further the aim of it. We 
may interpret this in two ways : either the apostle purposes 
to establish a fellowship between himself and the readers, 
or between God and the readers. In the former case the 
Kotv"'v{a p,€0' fJµ,wv would be translated as communio inter 
nos et vos; in the latter as eadern quae J°am nobis (mihi) 
est c01nmunio sc. cum Deo. The decision depends upon 
two expressions : the p,€0' fJp,wv and then the Kat before 
vp,€'i<;. We decide for the former of the two explanations: 
the apostle says prima1·ily that he would establish a fellow­
ship between himself and the readers, not that he would 
introduce them into that fellowship which he had with God. 
To be more particular, it is, in the first place, not true, as 
some have maintained, that ,cow"'v{a is in the New Testa­
ment employed only of communion with God: the passage 
Acts ii. 42 sufficiently refutes that idea. Secondly, it 
is highly forced to take the p,€Ta in the same sentence, 
connected with the same substantive twice in close succes­
sion used, in two different senses : the first time (,cow"'vta 
µ,e0' ;,µ,wv) to indicate the same common fellowship, as it 
were, eade1n comniunio quam nos inter nos habemus; the 
second time (TJ ,cow"'v{a fJ TJfJ-ETEpa µ,eTt,, Tov 'IT"a7p6r;) to 
indicate the subject with whom I have fellowship. And, 
finally, how in all the world can the expression ,cow"'vta 
µ,e0' fJµ,wv then define the same thing as ;, auTh ,cot11"'11ia 
,P,11 ,cal ;,µ,e'i,. exop,€11 ? :For all these reasons it is plain that 
the purpose of the apostle is, in the first place, to establish 
a communion between himself and his readers. And this 
makes the reference of the Kat as before TJfJ-Et<; clear ; on 
this supposition it cannot mean to say that the readers 
also, like the apostles, should have fellowship with God, 
but that the readers of this Epistle should, like other 
Christians, enter into fellowship with the apostles. 

And thus, once more, we have the elements of decision 
as to the right reading: the reading a1rr-ar·t'YEA.Aop,€11 Kat 
vµ,'iv, which on external grounds is to be preferred, yields 
an altogether appropriate sense on this interpretation. The 
first Kai after a7ra,y'YtA°A.oµ,e11 emphasizes the community of 
the announcement which is made to the readers as to others 
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before them, and the second ,cat before vµ,ei~ the community 
and equality of the blessing which should be the fruit of 
this announcement. That this bond between apostles and 
churches was not only a high benefit to the churches, but 
that it was found such on the side of the apostles also, we 
have a Pauline testimony in Rom. i. 11, 12; and the stress 
laid upon this is in precise harmony with the drift of our 
Epistle, which aims always at the awakening of ?vy&'Tf'TJ, or 
the sentiment of fellowship. It may be thought surprising 
that St. John here speaks as if this community or fellow­
ship was yet to be constituted, the readers being obviously 
Christians already, and therefore such a link between them 
and the apostles already established. To this it might be 
replied that the readers were as yet unknown to the 
apostle, and that of necessity the fellowship between them 
would become much deeper if they entered into personal 
association, even though it were only through the medium 
of a written communication. But apart. from the historical 
grounds of this hypothesis, there is a deeper reason to be 
sought. It is quite customary with St. John, on the one 
band, to consider his readers as perfected and in possession 
of all the blessings of salvation, while yet, on the other 
hand, he regards them as altogether in the beginnings of 
development; as when he expressly writes bis Gospel to 
Christian men, and yet avows the creation of faith in them 
as his aim (eh. xx. 20). 

In order to understand the second part of the verse, it 
is of primary importance to assign the force of -fJµ,erepa. 
Till now, the first person has been always appropriated 
to the apostles. If we would accept it so here, the 
meaning would be: "the fellowship which we the ~ostles 
have is a fellowship with the Father and the Son." Then 
this sentence would be a simple declaration, and by no 
means dependent on tva ; for the abiding fact of the 
fellowship between God and the apostles is altogether 
independent of the Epistle that follows. This interpretation 
can be held fast, however, only so long as we explain the 
preceding words, Kotvrovlav µ,e0' i)µ,wv, as " the same fellow­
ship with us," that is, the same which we have ; but this 
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explanation we have proved untenable. Dut if we translate 
these words, "that ye may enter into fellowship with us 
the apostles," it is impossible that the following ~ tcoivoovia 
-q -qµETepa can be referred again to the apostles : " and 
indeed we the apostles have fellowship with God." The 
essential main idea, that the readers also should have 
fellowship with God, is on this interpretation simply not 
expressed. Thus we are led tu understand the 7Jf£f.Tepa 
otherwise, that is, in such a way as to make it combine 
the -qµE'ir; tca~ vµE'ir;, the apostles and the readers. The 
writer presupposes that the aim prescribed in the preceding 
clause with ,va is accomplished, the fellowship with his 
readers which he desired is established, and is regarded 
in the expression -q tcoivoovla 71 -qµeTe pa as perfect. The 
manner and the meaning of this fellowship are now more 
clearly defined, that it is at the same time a fellowship with 
God. "The fellowship which each one of us must have 
with God I would show, but at the same time thereby 
also most closely bind us all together in one." Thus we 
shall make the second clause depend on the ,va, especially 
as the grammatical impossibility of supplying the con­
junctive ii is certainly not proved. And thus the junction 
of the latter part by ,ca{ has justice done to it. This can 
enter only when a new thought is introduced (tcal), which, 
however, at the same time stands in something like anti­
thesis to the preceding (Se). So it is here; the subject 
was of brotherly fellowship, and now the new thought 
distinguished from the former is added. " But this fellow­
ship should at the same time and essentia11y be a fellowship 
with God." 

VERSE 4. 

Kai TaUTa ,ypacf,oµev vµ'iv, ,va 7/ xapa uµwv V '1T'€'1T'"'lliTJ­

pooµiv,,,. 
But not even this redoubled specification of his purpose, 

as given in what precedes, exhausts the apostle's design: 
his aim is not only to establish a fellowship whether with 
God or with the brethren ; but this itself is to him again 
a means toward the elevation to its highest stage of their 
I 
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individual interests and their attainment of the joy of 
life (xap&), and that in its most perfect degree (1re1rX,,,pw­
µ,ev'1/), This is the substance of the fourth verse. Tavra 
,ypti<poµ,ev vµiv (the reading ~µ,e'ic; is neither sufficiently 
attested, nor is there any internal reason for such pro­
minence to the subject) cannot without violence be referred 
to anything but the letter before us, to the a1ra,y,yeXLa 
announced in the previous verse and defined more closely 
as to its tendency. If we ask by what means this joy is 
brought to a state of 1re1rX,,,pwµ,ev,,,, we are led to the every­
where observable coincidence between the Epistle and the 
Gospel of the apostle. Specifically we have in the latter 
the 1rX~pwcnc; -rijc; xapac;. Primarily we find it in eh. xv. 11 ; 
there we read: " If ye keep My commandments, ye shall 
abide in My love ; even as I keep My Father's command­
ments, and abide in His love. And this have I said unto 
you, that My joy may remain in you, Ka~ ~ xapa vµ,wv 
1rX,,,pw0fi." The meaning is, that the keeping of the Father's 
commands is Christ's joy, and will be that of His disciples, 
yea, that their joy would thereby reach its highest point. 
The commandment, the fulfilment of which is here in 
question, is then in ver. 12 mentioned as a"la1rav axx+ 
Xovc;, Ka0wc; ~'Y&,'Tr7/<T€ vµ,iis, and thus the 1rX1pw<Tt<; of the 
joy is attained according to this passage through the 
confirmation of lJrotherly love. With this let Phil. ii. 2 
be compared, where the 1rX1pw<Tic; of the apostolical joy is 
sought in this, that the church has -rhv av-r~v a1a1r7/v. A 
second time St. John's Gospel speaks of xapa 7r€'1rA'1/pwµEV'1/, 
eh. xvii. 3 ; there the ground of it is given in the conscious­
ness that Christ has kept His own, and that the Father 
will go on to keep them : thus fellowship with the Father 
and the Son begins the consummated joy. If we combine 
together the two passages in the Gospel, the fellowship 
with the Lord and fellowship with the brethren is St. 
John's ground of xapa 'Tr€1rA'1/PWJJ,EV7/; literally, therefore, 
the same which is specified here in the combination of 
ver. 3 with ver. 4 as its ground and substance. We may 
further point attention to Phil. iv. 4, 5, where both these 
are still laid down as the foundation of a permanent, con-
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tiirnous, intense Christian joy : o Kuptor; J'Y'Yu'> comes first 
as the perfected fellowship with the Lord in the near 
prospect, and then the requirement resulting from this, 'To 

Jm€£1(€', vµ,wv ,yvwcr0,f'Tw 'TrQ,CTlV av0panroir;, follows as the 
manifestation of brotherly love in its widest comprehension. 
And, in fact, all joy, that is, every heightened feeling of 
life, rests upon the consciousness of a communion ever 
more firmly established and articulated; hence the fulfil­
ment of all joy is produced, first, through the highest 
object with whom this fellowship is entered into, that is, 
by God, and then through the participation of others in 
this fellowship ; accordingly, throughout the Scripture the 
community of the heavenly songs of praise is regarded as 
an essential factor of blessedness. 

It is accepted by common consent, that with the first 
four verses the introduction of the Epistle is complete. 
But as at the very outset a natural and justifiable expecta­
tion would independently arise that the introduction will 
stand in an organic relation to the whole, so we are all the 
more warranted in expecting it in the present case, inas­
much as the apostle has in express terms laid down the 
scope of his communication. We shall venture, therefore, 
to enter on the Epistle with the presumption that we shall 
find in it a twofold element ; the requirement to enter into 
fellowship with God; but this in such a form that from it 
shall issue the requirement to enter into brotherly fellow­
ship. Finally, however, we shall be constrained to expect 
that through both the apostle will lead us to perfected joy. 
Whether, indeed, this presupposition, thus encouraged by 
the author himself, will be found warranted in the Epistle, 
and if so, in what manner this end is attained, will be 
shown by a detailed interpretation. 

VERSE 5, 

Kal aV'T1] JCTTLV ~ J,y,ye'Ata, ~v dll1]"6aµev a7r' avTOU, "al 
, ,,, ., ""' ,, ' a , ,I,.,""' , , ' , ava,yrye/\,1\,oµ,ev VJUV, on n c,€0', "t'W'> €CTTl, Ka£ CTKOTU1, €V 

auTrj, OV" lcrnv ovSeµJa. 
In one most impressive sentence St. John sums up the 

whole matter of his annunciation. This message-we 
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must read tJlY"fEA{a, not J7ra'Y"fEAta, which, according to New 
Testament usage (2 Tim. i. 1 being no exception), could 
only have meant promise; here, as in eh. iii. 11, the 
copyists inserted the familiar e7ra'Y'YeA{a instead of the 
al'f"fEA{a, which is found nowhere else-was communicated 
to the apostles a7r' avTov, that is, by Christ, who is the last 
most immediate antecedent ( comp. eh. v. 3) ; and they 
communicate this fundamental declaration, thus uniq_ue, in 
their turn. Quad Filius annitnciavit, 1·enunciat apostolus. 
The substance of the record which had been given to him 
St. John condenses into one clause : 0.o<; <f,w<;. At the 
first glance this seems to have no discernible connection 
with the constituent ideas of the introduction. The soo11 
was to have been the subject, and that as manifested by 
One who had come within the range of personal and sensible 
observation and experience. But both the idea of life 
and that of sensible experience here fall into the back­
ground and disappear. The key to the connection in this 
case also is found in the prologue of the Gospel. There, 
too, we find the three ideas which have hitherto entered as 
constituent elements ; and we find them in the same order, 
11.070<;, too~, <pw<; ; there also as here, and here as there, the 
antithesis being supplied to <f,w<; by the utcoT{a. Now it is 
manifest, that in the Gospel cpw<; is a closer definition of the 
too~, and that in its highest stage. As too~ the Logos 
created all things which generally were created ; as cpw<; 
He is described only in relation to man: ev airrfp ta:~ 17v 
Kal /i too~ 'l]V TO cpw<; TWV av0ponrnw. This definition of 
the AO"fO'> as cpw<; is that on whi~h the whole Gospel rests; 
for the following words, -ro cpw<; Jv -rfi uKoTtq, q,atvei tcal fJ 
U/COTLa OU Ka-re71..a/3cv auTo, might serve as the programme, 
particularly of the first great division of the Gospel down 
to eh. xii. They declare, as the present tense itself indi­
cates, something altogether universal, running through the 
entire course of history, which reached in the work and 
influence of the manifested incarnate Locros its hicrhest stacre 

0 b b 

of expression and development. 
Inasmuch as the life is described as the Jin-ht of men 

b > 

it is declared that He manifested Himself for them in a 
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manner in which it was not possible that He would mani­
fest Himself in regard to the rest of the creation. It is 
self - understood that the designation light is not to be 
understood in the physical sense, but in its reference to the 
spiritual domain. It is the property of light that it com­
municates itself to those objects which are capable of 
receiving it, and makes them light. We may compare 
that other word of Scripture : " The light of the body is the 
eye ; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall 
be full of light." There our thougl).t is expressly declared: 
the eye receives the light, and thereby becomes itself 
enlightened and enlightening. So also in the prologue of 
the Gospel: the whole creation manifests the Logos as the 
life ; but only man is capable of light, that is, can so 
receive the nature of the Logos pouring forth toward him, 
that he himself shall be consciously transformed into it. 
Inasmuch as man has not only a passive relation to his 
life, that is, instinctively fulfils his destiny, but an active 
one also, his life being at all points and throughout 
ethically ordered, therefore he has the capacity not only to 
receive life from the Logos, but also to have this life as a 
light, that is, to be able to discern or know Him in His 
nature, in order to reflect His image in himself. Now, 
wherever this destination is forgotten by man, and he closes 
against it the eye which was given him in order to be 
able to receive the Logos into himself as light, there is the 
dominion of darkness as the u,co-rfu. According to St. John's 
view, what constitutes the ground or characteristic of belong­
ing to the u,co-rta, is not the fact of not coming under the 
influence of the light, but only the fact of that not sub­
mitting to it which ought or was destined to be subject to 
it. Only in the domain of the rational world does the 
Logos manifest Himself as <f,w,;; hence only in regard to 
that is there any question of <f,w,; or u,coTta. ; all else lies 
outside of the sphere of these counterparts, and the two 
ideas have no longer any application. Accordingly, what 
we have learned from John i. 4 is, that the revelation of 
the Logos as light is the highest stage of His revelation, 
that it is· specifically a higher potency of His manifestation 
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as life, and that therefore it takes place only in relation 
to men, because these alone have the organ for receiving 
Him as cf,w<;. To the same relation between ,a,~ and cpw<; 
we are led by John viii. 12, ifxew 70 cf,w<; 7~<; ,wfj<;: the 
Lord promises His believing disciples the life, not, however, 
life in general, but in its development as cf,w<;,-such life, 
namely, of His as becomes at the same time light for them. 
Where the cpw<; is, there is also tw~; but the converse does 
not hold good. When a man is said to be a partaker of 
eternal life, ,a,~ alwvto<;, that takes place through his 
becoming a 7e,cvov cpw7o<;. Thus it is clear in what certain 
connection the message here announced, 0e6<; cpw<;, stands 
with the introduction of the Epistle : to wit, inasmuch as 
here, precisely as in the Gospel, there is an ascent from the 
idea of the tw~ to that of the light, men having the possi­
bility in the ordination of God for sharing in the life. 

But there is another point of view from which, however 
little obvious it may be, the connection between the fifth 
verse and what precedes may be traced. Hitherto the 
stress had been laid on the cf,avepwcn<; of the "Aoryo<; Tfj<; 
tru-i}<;, on His entering into the sphere of experience. And 
this element is noteworthy for the interpretation of ver. 5. 
In order to discern this clearly, let us start from another 
difficulty. We know that the declaration 0e6<; cf,w<;, which 
St. John lays down as the compendium of the message of 
Christ, does not occur in the Gospels in this particular 
form. Christ indeed is called cpw<;, eh. i 4, iii 19, viii. 12, 
but not the Father. It may be said, of course, that in the 
Johannaean view, according to which Christ and the Father 
are one, so that he who sees the one sees also the other, 
there is direct propriety in assigning whatever Christ predi­
cates of Himself to the Father also. But we do not need 
this extrication; nor need we seek for individual passages 
in which the aryryeJda with which we now have to do is 
literally contained. For, as the whole substance of the 
Gospel may be epitomized in the expression 0eo<; ary&Tr'TJ, 
even though in no one passage this phrase is found, because 
the real essential meaning of every saving word and every 
saving act is no other than this, that God is love ; so also 
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the real essential meaning, patent to every unprejudiced 
eye, of all that Christ ever said and did, is no other than 
that which is summarized and announced in the words: 0€or; 
ipwr;. 0eor; ipwr;: for to this end was Christ born, and 
came into the world, that He might reveal the Father whom 
no man bath seen; and 0€or; ipwr;: for if, according to 
John i 4, this is the peculiar vocation of mankind, that in 
relation to it God reveals Himself as ipwr;, then all revela­
tion of the Father through Christ becomes a manifestation 
as light. And if Christ in His whole life, in word and 
deed, reveals the Father, and yet this revelation of God as 
proceeding towards men is a revelation of God as ipwr;, then 
the whole life of Christ, His person and His work, must 
have for its one meaning the proclamation 0€or; <f>wr;; it is 
indeed the representation to the senses, in a sense the incar­
nation, of the truth : 0cor; <f>wr;. Thus it is made clear that 
the <f>avJp(J)utr;, made prominent in the introduction, of the 
"'A.07or; Tijr; r(J)ijr;, His entering into personal, sensible per­
ceptibility and observation, is the necessary basis for our 
affirmation that God is light ; for all that the apostles had 
learnt concerning the Logos by hearing and seeing, behold­
ing and handling, may be condensed into this one sentence. 

But with all this investigation we have not in the 
slightest degree explained the meaning of this sentence. 
We do not yet know what it signifies that God is light, 
nor what thought was to be expressed by this designation. 
There is a difference between this passage and the others 
in which the fact that Christ is light appears. In these 
latter we have not so much to consider the immanent 
nature of Christ, or the definition of His essence, as an 
assertion or vindication of His being. Thus in John i. 4, 5, 
,jv cf>wr; TWV av0pc:)7f'(J)V, TO cf>wr; cf>a{vH ev Trj, ICOITJJ,<p, where 
it is obvious that the question is, not what the Logos is 
in Himself, but what He is and wills to be for men ; in 
eh. iii. 19, where the light as a judicial power is treated of; 
in eh. viii. 12, where, apart from the expression cf>wr; Tov 

,couµov, the light is represented as a power passing over 
or reaching to man. We may compare also eh. ix. 10, ll. 
Similarly, in our passage it is certainly affirmed that the 
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nature of God, which is light, will have its effect upon us, 
so that we also may ev cf,w-rl 7rEpi1ra-rwµ,Ev, or, to adopt St. 
Paul's parallel word, may be T€Kva cf,om5,.. But, on the 
other hand, it is clear of itself that the practical vindication 
of Christ or of God as light presupposes a quality in Him 
corresponding, as in general every transitive energy implies 
an immanent characteristic. And it is this latter which in 
our passage, otherwise than in those before mentioned, is 
placed in the foreground. Not only does the general pro­
position 0Eo'> cpw,;; produce the impression that it gives us 
a general definition of the divine essence, without any 
reference as yet to influence ad exfra, but also the subse­
quent teaching that we should walk in the light, w,;; av-ro,;; 
euTw ev -rep cf,w-rt, shows that the apostle is thinking of His 
being light as of an absolute, immanent characterization of 
God. As God is life, apart from any particular life-giving 
energy, so also He is light, apart from any enlightening act. 
Consequently we see how impossible it is to accept <pw<; as 
simply equivalent to uw-r'T}p{a, salvation; for salvation is a 
relative idea, absolutely requiring the added thought of 
some one who is the object of the salvation, while God 
must be light, according to all that has been said, not only 
in a relative, but in an absolute sense also. 

It is usual to illustrate the idea of the ,pw~ by making 
it a figure, in this case to be applied in the intellectual or 
moral direction ; for example, as the figurative designation 
of the di vine wisdom or holiness. But this way of looking 
at it does not meet all the requirements of the apostolical 
view. When we reflect that, in the most strikingly abundant 
and persistent way, the scriptures of both Testaments place 
God in peculiar and immediate relation to light,-calling 
it His garment, His dwelling-place, <pw<; 0£KWV lmpoui-rov, 
1 Tim. vi. 15,-we shall be disposed to seek in these expres­
sions for more than a mere figure of some particular attri­
bute of God, and shall be constrained, giving up the purely 
figurative application altogether, to assign to them the 
meaning of reality. Moreover, to this we shall be forced by 
another passage of Scripture. In J as. i 1 7, God is directly 
called 7ra-rhp -rwv cf>w-rwv. This phrase cannot be intended 
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to designate God as only the Creator of the stars; it is 
nowhere, and in no connection, the manner of the New 
Testament to identify the creative activity of God with His 
fatherly relation : the latter always presupposes a fellow­
ship of nature between Creator and creature, and therefore 
stands in a higher sphere than the former. Where there is 
a father, the question is not of production, but of genera­
tion. Accordingly God, in the passage quoted, must be 
called 7ra:r~p Twv cf,wTwv, only because the creatures or 
natures of light, which are intended here, are in some sense 
of the same nature with Him,-that is, because He is Him­
self light. Thus, when we have learned from Scripture 
that the definition of God as light or cf,w,;; is a characteriza­
tion of essence, there remains only the possibility that we 
have here a metaphorical description of His divine nature, 
and that the cf,wTa, whose Father He is, are so called in a 
figurative sense. But that will not avail; for St. James, 
when he says <fiwTa, is certainly thinking of light-natures 
in the ordinary sense : even if the expression <p~Ta were 
not to be referred to the stars, but to any spiritual light­
ne.tnres, yet even then the description would be used not 
on account of any ethical quality in them, but on account 
of the bodies of light with which Scripture customarily 
invests them. We must therefore hold to it as a scriptural 
view, that God is in the proper and unfigurative sense 
light. 

Of course we do not mean to assign to Him material 
light, nor, indeed, that supernatural yet still material light 
which shed its beams around the Lord, or surrounded the 
angel forms ; but we mean a light purely unmaterial. The 
matter stands simply thus : The earthly light is not the 
proper and real, and the description of God as light there­
fore figurative ; but the divine light-nature is the true light, 
the earthly being only the divine light translated into the 
creating domain and the earthly reflection of it. Every­
where it is not the bodily and the material which is the 
reality, but the spiritual and the immaterial, which makes 
for itself a body in matter, and thus comes to manifestation. 
As the tabernacle was the copy of heavenly realities, not 
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merely a symbol, therefore, but a type, so in the end every­
thing material is only the copy of heavenly realities. If, 
therefore, God is called light, we are taught to think that 
He possesses, in the fullest intensity and in the most real 
because spiritual manner, that which for us upon earth is 
the light. Consequently more is asserted than any particular 
attribute of God. All united attributes are far from fur­
nishing the essence of God itself; they are only particular 
modalities, outbearnings, or forms of His nature : at the 
basis of them all lies the divine essence, as the source 
whence they flow ; and this, His essence, the Oda cf,{unc;, 
the primal ground of His being, it is which St. John defines 
as cf,w,. The necessity of such a view will be evident at 
once, if we cease to think of spirit as mere force. All force 
presupposes something in which it inheres; and it is this 
something, this ground-essence in God, which is meant by 
the cf,w,. 

Thus our word cf,w, is not intended to be a figure for 
any particular divine attribute, but it is the altogether real, 
though not materially understood, designation of the divine 
essence. We a.re carried now a step farther by the circum­
stance that we read, as following hard one on the other: 
0€0', cf,w, and 0€oo; EV T<f' cf,wTt. These are by no means 
one and the same thing. It is only in the case of this 
word ipw, that such a variation of the phraseology is possible. 
We cannot, in the same way, say E>Eo, ev Tfj (wf,, but only 
E>Eo, (w~ or tw~ ev T<f 0E,j1. The expression E>Eo'> ev T'f) 
cf,wTt corresponds pretty nearly to the applications "light 
is His garment," or cf,w,; ol,cwv. In all three the light is 
not thought of as in God, but, conversely, as surrounding 
God. Thus they lead us to consider a similar representa~ 
tion, in which St. Paul describes it by µ,opif>h E>Eou, Phil. 
ii. 7. In this last-mentioned word we may most easily 
trace the idea which all these descriptions would set before 
us. To the µ,opip~ 0EOu corresponds, in Phil. ii., the µ,opcf,h 
oov;\.ov. Now, as the nature of the µ,opif>h oov;\.ov is further 

. depicted by obedience, this leads us to conclude, and the 
connection of the passages confirms it, that the µ,opcf,~ E>Eou 
is dominion. This is the figure which God has given Him-
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self, the form under which we see and know Him, which 
Jesus Christ laid aside, and, instead of it, assumed the 
µ,op<p~ oovAov, when He became obedient. The lordship of 
God is thus a transitive idea ; if we seek the corresponding 
immanent quality within the divine nature, in virtue of 
which God can exercise the dominion, we are led at once 
to the biblical idea of the oofa. The Scripture, to wit, 
understands by Soga the perfect unfolding of the divine 
essence in its altogether infinite riches,-the revelation of 
Himself before Himself, as distinguished from His revelation 
only in the creature and to the creature. Now this, His 
essence, which He reveals before Himself, is called <f,w1; ; 
and inasmuch as this self-manifestation of God before Him­
self, His oofa, is yet to be distingu'.ished from His nature as 
pure potency, it is called His garment, or it is said of Him 
here: 0eo1; ev Tp <pwTt. As the clothing of the lily is 
inseparably bound up with its nature, and yet is the first 
cpavepwuv; of its nature as unfolded in the germ, so the 
light-nature of God has become a oo!a surrounding Him, 
so that it may be said with equal propriety 0£01; cpw1;, and 
also Eho1; €V nj, <pwTt. 

As we have thus to keep steadily before our eyes the 
fact that by the word <f,w1;, the heavenly pattern of our 
light, something purely super-creaturely-the essence of 
God-is intended to be expressed, it becomes evident that 
we cannot think out and make clear, in human ideas, this 
divine nature. But, on the other hand, it is assuredly true 
that the apostles tell us nothing which should have no 
practical bearing, and therefore no conceivable meaning. 
Especially here, where St. John aims to deduce from the 
light-nature of God conclusions affecting us, he evidently 
must intend that with the expression 0£01; <f,w1; should be 
connected an altogether definite meaning. All utterances 
concerning divine things transcend, it is true, all human 
understanding. Not, however, that they are therefore empty 
of meaning ; it is only that we cannot seize their full import. 
Hitherto we have placed in the foreground that side of 
the apostolical utterance which points to depths which go 
beyond all fathoming of human thought; but now, on the 
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other hand, we must needs consider what it contains for us 
of practical and accessible bearing. The way is indicated 
for us by those passages of the Gospel, again and again 
referred to, in which Christ describes Himself as the light 
of the world, and the light of men. The enlightening 
energy of Christ has relation pre-eminently to the under­
standing of men : He shows them the right and the truth. 
He who would give clearness to others must have it him­
self; he who would enlighten must be light. Now, absolute 
clearness in human thought is to be found only when I 
know a thing altogether, and look through it on all sides, 
and in its connections. If God is to give this intelligence, 
He must of course have it Himself: that means, He must 
possess all truth. But the enlightening activity of God 
refers not merely to the impartation of certain abstract 
truths, but to the communication of the good generally, 
which, on its theoretical and intelligible side, we call the 
truth, and goodness on its practical side. If, then, God is 
the light of men, it means that in Him all goodness and all 
perfection dwell; there is no good which is not in Him; 
He is the 'TT'A~pr,;µa, out of the fulness of which we all 
receive. And this is the concrete and practical import of 
the word fho,; cf,w,;, that in Him is all perfection, all truth, 
blessedness, and holiness ; and in such a sense in Him, that 
as the light everywhere diffuses around its own nature, so 
all that is good radiates from God. 

What is beyond, that this metaphysical essence of God 
is to be conceived, not as the sum of individual perfections, 
but as the substance and archetype of the light, passes, 
indeed, human power of comprehension. But it is a gain 
even to know that such an original ground, such a primal 
substance, is in God, out of which all His perfections flow; 
to know, further, that it is such as may be most fitly 
described by the word cf,ru,;, even though we cannot also 
know how this is to be conceived. Is it no enrichment of 
science, that chemical researches have detected to us the 
existence of ultra-violet colours, though we cannot discover 
them with the eye, and have no suspicion of their appear­
ance ? Or was it no enrichment of theology, that the union 
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of the two natures in Christ was defined by the terms, aa-vy­

xvTw,, aµ(:ptuTw,, axwptuTw,, aotaTp€7rTW,, although, being 
pure negations, they say nothing positive as to the manner 
of that union ? There are two kinds of ignorance-one con­
cerning the being of an object, and the other concerning its 
character as being. The latter marks an advanced stage in 
relation to the former. So it is a great thing to know that 
in God there is an essential nature which is to be called 
light, though we do not know how we are to conceive of it. 

That in this expression we have in general a definition 
of the divine essence, which is not to be limited one­
sidedly to the region of His willing or of His thinking 
activity, is confirmed by the progress of the apostolical 
discussion. That is to say, when it speaks of a 1rept1raTeiv 

iv T(f <pwT{ in us, that points rather to the exhibition of the 
nature by act, and therefore to the will; when it speaks of 
the 0µ0Xo7{a TWV aµapnwv as required, that points rather 
to the domain of the thinking. To make it more plain, 
however, the negative is added to the positive declaration, 
,ca1, (j'ICOT{a EV aunj> OUIC ilunv ouoeµta. First, it must be 
observed that this sentence is, as to its form, distinguished 
as well from 0eo, <pw, as from 0eo, €V T<t> <pWTI, ilunv. To 
the former would have corresponded accurately ou,c ilunv 

u,coT/,a, He is light and not darkness; it is clear, however, 
that this would have been far less pregnant than the ex­
pression selected by St. John. To the latter would have 
corresponded ou,c ilunv €V -rfi uKoT{q,. But this idea would 
be a harsh one, since it is obvious that the self-revelation 
of God before Himself, His garment-for this is meant by 
elvat iv-must correspond with His inmost essence ; and 
it was necessary therefore to deny, not that in it, but that 
in God, there is any darkness. The form ouK ilunv iv TV 

<TICOTtq, would not have been parallel with 0eo, <pw,, which, 
however, it would be supposed to be. Generally speaking, 
to God as <f,w, there is no counterpart nature which in a 
similar way would be the sum of all u,coTta : not Satan ; 
for though he is indeed iv -rv u,coT{q,, and &pxwv of the 
kingdom of darkness, he is not the epitome of darkness, so 
that there is no darkness outsiue of him; while all light 

l JOUN, C 
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dwells and has its source in God, and is derived from Him, 
and wrapped up in Him, the u,co-rta comes to realization 
only in the community of collective persons who are Jv -rf, 
u,co-rla • darkness, as a whole, is only an ideal, and not a . ' concrete unity. For the rest, that the positive expression 
0€o<; cpw<; is followed by the negative one, has its reason­
apart from the tendency of St. John to move by preference 
in antitheses-in the consideration that follows : because, 
to wit, the purport of the teaching is to make it emphatic 
that the slightest fellowship with darkness excludes fellow­
ship with God, as God has no darkness in Himself, but is 
light, and only light. 

VERSE 6. 

'Ea,v €t1T(JJJJ,€V on /C0£V(JJVtav €XOJJ,€V JJ,€7' av-rov, ,cal €V 

'T'f' (j'/CQTH 1T€pt1ra-rwµ,ev, ,fr€uDoµ,€0a, ,cal. OU 1T/JtOVJJ,€V T~V 

aX~0€iav. 
It is obvious at once that the following verses aim to 

deduce the consequences which flow from the nature of God 
being light; and further, that these consequences are two­
fold, each of the two being again unfolded into two counter­
part sentences. But, before we exhibit the thoughts in 
their clear connection, it is important here also to define the 
ideas that constitute the whole. The first consequence is, 
that we should walk in the light ; the second, that we 
must ever remain conscious of our sin. ,vhat is meant by 
1T€pma-r€'iv Jv -rrj, <f,w-rt? At the very outset we see the 
incorrectness of the common explanation of cpw,; by holiness 
or holy love. For, since in ver. 7 the presupposition is 
assumed that we walk in the light as God is in the light, 
there would be assumed also a holiness in us altogether 
corresponding to the divine holiness, which is absolute ; but 
how in that case would such a presupposition ( Uv) of 
absolute holiness be consistent with the necessity of a 
Ka0aptf;€u-0ai a1ro 11'au1J<; aµ,ap-r{a<;, and of a perpetual con­
sciousness of sin ? Such an explanation of the <f,w,; requires 
the exposition to soften down €V <f,w-r'i, 1T€pt11'aTE'iv W<; av-ro<; 

iv tpw-r'i, fonv in a way that does violence to the plain 
meaning of the words. 
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Now, let us see if the interpretation we have given will 
help us on our way. Our starting-point is, that in our 
verse it is not, as in the former, 0Eor; cf,wr;, and accordingly 
~µEIS <f,wr;, but avT6<; EV <f,wTt EITTLV, and, corresponding with 
it, ~p,Ets lv -rp <f,w-rt. We saw that 0Eor; lv T<p <f,wTt 
defines the divine nature not in itself, but in its self­
manifestation before itself, the 0e{a <f,va-ir;, as St. Peter says ; 
in short, that it is the sphere homogeneous with His 
essential being. The expression, therefore, thus carried 
over to men, would indicate not so much the bearing and 
character of a being iri itself, as the sphere in which 
he moves. In relation to God, however, it is not ev 

<f,wTl. 7repi-1raT1z'iv, an expression which would not do justice 
to the divine, immutable nature, but simply Ea-Tw. But 
the former expression is used of men, because the apostle 
is concerned with a permanent, never - resting confirma­
tion of the ev <f,wTt elvai. Thus the writer is not here 
reflecting upon the sinning or not sinning, the holiness or 
the unholiness of human conduct ; in fact, not upon its 
ethical quality at all, but purely and simply upon the 
sphere to which this conduct belongs. This will be made 
yet more plain when we carefully mark the contrast, ev 

a-JCoTta 7rEpt7raTE'iv. We read in the Gospel, eh. viii. 12, 
'that he who follows the Lord "shall not walk in darkness;" 
and it is clear that the darkness there means primarily 
something that is round about men, even as the light there 
is primarily a sphere external to men. Similarly, in eh. 
iii. 19 we read that men " loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil ; " now here, while certainly 
there is a connection established between the light and the 
ethical quality of men, it is clear, on the other hand, that 
the Saviour distinguishes the light and the darkness them­
selves from the works. Now, if the light is the divine, 
taking it thus generally at the outset, then the darkness is 
the undivine or what is opposed to God,-that is, the nature 
turned away from God, and not directed to Him. 

Hence the a-,coTta coincides with the New Testament 
idea of the ,coa-µ,or;; it is the principle which animates and 
governs the ,coup.or;, and which comes in it into outward 
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exhibition and form. Similarly, the <pw<; must be the 
principle coming into exhibition as opposed to the Kouµo<;, 

which is represented, namely, in the {3auiAda TWV ovpavwv, 

the {3auiAf.La TOV eeou. Thus the EV <pWT£ 7repi7ran'iv 

is in close affinity with the biblical idea of the µeTavo!a. 

The meaning of µeTavoEiv is the being translated or 
turning oneself over to the interests of the kingdom of 
God, instead of being, as before, rooted in the domain of 
the ,couµ,o,;;, with all its thinking, and willing, and nature. 
Through the µeTavoe'iv, as well as through the 7repi7raTEtV 

Jv cpwTi, a change passes upon the sphere in which the man 
lives, the circle of his interests, the powers with which he 
reckons, only that in the µeTavoetv there is reference to the 
turning to a new sphere of life, while in the 7repi7raTetv Jv 

<proT{ there is reference to his belonging to it, the latter 
being the consequence of the former. '!2,;; o 0eo,;; Jv np 
cpwT'i lunv: that is, as llis self-manifestation is in harmony 
with and adequate to His internal divine light-nature, so 
should man Jv cpwT'i 7repi7raTf.£V ; his light-sphere should 
be the same with that of God. Tbe kingdom of God is the 
element of his life which surrounds him, the air of which 
he breathes, and the breath of which encircles him with its 
nourishing influence. 

Thus it is now perfectly clear that the idea of the Jv 
cpwT'i 7repi7raTe'iv is by no means coincident with that of 
personal holiness and sinlessness. For as, in Acts xi. 3 8, 
the forgiveness of sins is represented as the consequence of 
the µEwvoia, so in our passage the Ka0aptl;eu0ai a'TT'O 

7rau1J<; aµapT{a,;; is represented as the consequence of the 
Jv <pwT'i 7rep,7raTf.£v. Only he who opens himself to the 
light, and has entered into the domain of light, can ex­
perience in himself the effects of the light. Only when the 
father's house sways all the thoughts of the prodigal son, 
and he has come back again to this sphere of his home, 
does the father come to meet him with the announcement 
of forgiveness. The kingdom of God, and its interests, its 
views, and its measure of all things, are to the natural man 
altogether sealed up and strange. But when, instead of 
this, he obtains an eye and a heart for these, he enters into 



CHAP. L G. 37 

the sphere of light, and that light begins at once its ethical 
iufl.uence upon him and in him. The ethical deportment 
of the man is therefore a consequence of his 7repmaTetv 

in the sphere of light or of darkness respectively. Ilut as 
the light by its shining reveals, according to the Gospel, the 
darkness as darkness, so here also the immediate result of 
the Jv cpwT',, 7rept7raTetv is that the man perceives where in 
himself the darkness is, and recognises it as darkness. 

The iv cpw-rl 7repmaTe'iv is, admitting all this, not, so to 
speak, a predominant, characteristic tendency of the human 
life only, a series of points of light with which may co-exist 
another though smaller series of points of darkness; it is 
rather a thorough and perfect characterization with which no 
other can co-exist. Every interruption of it, every disso­
lution of the once established fellowship with God, must fall 
under the condemnation of Heb. vi. 4. He who has once 
entered into this ,cowwvta -rou cpwTor; walks now habitually 
in the light. But with this it is quite consistent that the 
sin is not, so to speak, only a thing past for him, as might 
be concluded from the perfect Jav et1rwµev on oux i]µap­

-r~,caµ,1:v, ver. 10 ; such an error is at once repelled by the 
parallel aµap-rtav OUK ilxoµev in ver. 8. On the contrary, 
the u&pg yet remains in the man as the stronghold of his 
sin, from which, indeed, it is not to be ejected in a magical 
and instantaneous manner. This only is necessary, that, as 
every fellowship in which we find ourselves reacts against 
-all that is directly opposed to it, so the sphere of light to 
,the empire of which we have become subject reacts against 
every such indwelling sin. Only he who should refuse to 
be convicted by the light, who should decline to bring all 
that is in him before the bar of the light, would be said 
again to walk Jv TV u,coT{q,. Moreover, these individual 
sinful acts, the presence of which in the Christian life is 
admitted, and the acknowledgment of which is required, 
have a deep significance in relation to what constitutes 
belonaino- to the kin

0
adom of God ; for, after all, the man 

0 0 

should not only be iv -r<j, cpw-rl, but should also be cpwr; 

itself. Now, God is first cpwr;, and then afterwards is said 
to be ev -r<j, cpw-rt ; but in the case of man the order is 
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inverted : he must first Le Jv -rrp <pwTt, in order that then, 
through the energy and operation of the light, he may 
himself become <f>wc;. Hence here, in the beginning of his 
exposition, St. ,John gives the former side of the question 
precedence, reserving the other for l::tter clevelopment. 

Let us now descend to the details. It has long since 
been pointed out, that from eh. i. 6 to eh. ii. 8 the apostle 
speaks in the form of emphatic conditional sentences ; that 
from that point he applies the participial construction in 
order to express the conditional clauses : in harmony with 
which we have in the first chapter the verb ,fr€vO€u0at, and 
in the second chapter the substantival form ,fr€vCTT1JV fivat. 

It is common to both sections that we find the genuine 
J ohannaean habit of carrying on the process of thought 
through the medium of antithesis. The sixth verse takes 
up the idea of Kotvwvta laid down in the introduction. 
This is fundamentally a fellowship with God; he, therefore, 
who will generally be a Christian-as was the case with 
the readers of this Epistle-must, in virtue of an internal 
necessity, give utterance to the avowal of such a fellow­
ship with God. Rightly then does the apostle now lay 
down his proposition in the first person ; for the former 
part of the conditional clause, Nw €fr.wµw on Kotvwv{av 

€XOfL€V fL€T' au-rov, is already an accomplished fact in regard 
to him and all his readers. Moreover, that au-roe; refers to 
the Father, to God Himself, follows not only from the fact 
that He is the immediate antecedent, but especially from 
the explanatory clause, ver. 7, roe; au-roe; EUTtV EV -rrj> <pWTt. 

But if, St. John continues, with this avowal there is con­
nected a 7r€pt7raT€'iv ev T<j> utcoT€t, a direction of all the 
interests of life to the Kouµ,oc;, then we lie. Here, too, we 
have the first person ; not in the spirit of a "modesty 
that would spare them," but, conversely, in the spirit of 
holy severity which yields itself personally up to the 
common judgment. The lie is evidently here the dis­
parity between word and deed. 

The second expression, however, demands special notice, 
ou 7rotovµ€v T~v aX10€tav. This expression is commonly 
explained as if it asserted that by our deeds we prove that 
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we are liars. The ,Jreuoeu0ai which precedes is thus sup­
posed to be more closely defined by this, that it is made 
evident by works that it is so. But to signify that, the 
present expression would be far-fetched ; on the other hand, 
the repetition iJ cl}..10e,a ou,c fonv Ev iJµ,'iv, ver. 8, as also 
the entire phraseology of the New Testament, point to 
another interpretation. When we read in John viii. 4 7, ci 
.. • ~ ,, e ' • ' ' ,I.. ' d • a· t 1 wv e,c T'YJ'> a"''Y/ e,a,; a,covei µ,ov -rriv .,,wvriv, an 1mme ia e y 
before, E"fW eA1"71.v0a ?va µ,ap'Tvp1uw -rfi . a}..170etq, ; and 
further, John xiv. 6, E"fW elµ,i iJ cl}..10eia, and finally in St. 
Paul, -rfi CLA7J0etq, ou 7ret0eu0a, : all these passages urge 
upon us a peculiar, specific, objective idea of the word 
a-X.10eia. We are accustomed to regard truth as a definite 
relation between two things; whether the congruence 
between word and deed, or the congruence between nature 
and manifestation, or what not. In short, truth is to 
us an altogether mlative idea, an idea of relation between 
two things. Now this notion does not suit, or very 
badly suits, the passages which have been quoted from 
Scripture ; in them the truth is something independent 
and absolute. What shall we make with the relatival 
idea in such expressions as EiC 'T~'> aX7J0eta._ etvai, 'TV 
CLA7J0e{q, 7rei0eu0at ? 

It may be attempted to preserve the idea of a relation 
in the expression E"fW a}..10e,a, by saying that in God His 
actual essence and the notion of Him coincide with each 
other. For first, on the one hand, we should thereby 
separate between the notion of God and His essence, 
which is impossible; for the idea of Him exists only in 
virtue of His nature, and we should by such a course only 
reach the empty conclusion that God is such as He is. 
Secondly, on the other hand, Christ speaks this word con­
cerning Himself, and that in relation to men ; but the 
statement that in Him idea and reality coincide does not 
permit, so far as we can see, an unforced application to 
His relation to men. We are driven therefore to conclude 
that a}..10eia must be accepted as expressing a purely 
absolute and objective truth. It means the being which 
is absolutely filled with reality, and is substantially real ; 
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all generally that IS, is in God pre-eminently; and what is 
not in God has generally no reality, no real being. 

And this definition of the idea is vindicated in its right 
when we observe the antithesis,-that is, the ,J,-1:voor;. The 
Kouµ,or; is subjected to the father of the lie, and all its 
members are therefore liars ; this signifies, however, that 
they have no true, substantial, real being, that their being 
has no positive substance. The Kouµ,or; belongs to death, 
but God is life; as it is essential to the world to be with­
out real being, to be nothing, so to God it is essential to 
have a being that is absolutely filled and satisfied. Thus, 
truth and life are correlative and interchangeable ideas: the 
former is the substance of the latter; no life would be 
possible without a being filling it, without a substantial 
reality. God is accordingly the truth, His kingdom is a 
kingdom of truth, because here is the seat of all substantial 
being, the only place where realities are to be found. The 
Lord came Tfi a°l\,7J01:{q µ,apTvp1:tv, that is, to bring demon­
stration in His own Person that there is a true being, the 
counterpart and antithesis of death ; and to show in what 
this a"l\,101:la consists, and how it is to be manifested. 

It is obvious, finally, that this notion of a"l\,~01:ia har­
monizes well even with the common application of the 
word in human affairs ; all untruth is mere appearance, 
being which has only the form of being, to which the sub­
stantial contents are lacking ; but truth is the presence of 
a reality. This being, as perfectly and substantially full, 
God has absolutely aud primarily: He is therefore truth. 
But man must first establish the reality of this truth in 
himself by his works. We do not, however, read T£t a71.7J817 

ou 7roi1:'i,; for our passage does not mean to intimate that 
the man in question fails to exhibit in action the individual 
realities which lie in the collective being of God; but we 
read ou 7roi1:'i T~v a71.10Hav : his action has in it altogether 
nothing of the divine fulness of truth, of real and sub­
stantial being ; it is directed only to semblance and death. 
Not only the individual outbeamings of truth, Ttt a71.7J0iJ, 

but truth itself, conceived as one whole, is absent from his 
deeds. 
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Consequently, the meaning of the whole verse is this : 
If any man makes an avowal of fellowship with God, and 
yet the darkness, or the ,c6<rµo,, is the object to which his 
life and action tend (rrEpi7raTE'i), he thereby speaks untruth, 
and shows that his deeds are not directed to the truth and 
its realization in himself. The 7T'Epi7raTE'iv EV T<p <f,wTt 

suggests the existing sphere into which the man has 
entered ; but in the expression T~v J:l\.~0Eiav 1roiE'iv we 
have the element of personal activity; for the entering into 
that sphere does not come to pass without the act of man, 
without the direction to it of his own will. 

VERSE 7. 
'E' ~' ' ... rl.. ' ... t ' ' , ' ... • av 0€ €V T<[J '/'WT£ 7T"ep£7raTwµEv, w, avTO<; E<TT£V EV T<f 

,I., \ I " , .... , ,.._ \ ' .. 'I ~ 
't'WT£, KO£V(J)V£aV ExoµEV /J,ET a/\,1\,TJl\,WV, Ka£ TO atµa 7J<TOU 

TOV ulov avTOV ,ca0apisE£ ~µas (L7T'() 7T'CL<T7J, aµapTta,. 

The opposite case to that just assumed is introduced by 
a ie : that is, the accordance between the word and the 
deed. But, instead of simply declaring this accordance,. 
there is connected with it an emphatic expression of its 
happy results, and in such a way that a twofold progres­
sion of the thought is introduced. One advance is marked 
by the words KO£V(J)Vtav i!xoµev µET' aXX~A.(J)V ; this reading 
is undoubtedly to be preferred to that of µET° avrov. It is 
true that the exact antithesis to the previous verse would 
be lav EV T<p <pWT~ 7T'Ept7raTwµev, KO£V6JV{av i!xoµEv µET' 

avTDV; it is, however, altogether J ohannaean not to repeat 
precisely the same thought, but to define it more closely at 
the same time, or to supplement it. In the third verse 
fellowship with God is brought into view only as the 
foundation, as the essential substance, of brotherly fellow­
ship. So here, also, the superstructure is brought into 
view, the consequence of that principle, that he who is in 
the light is connected by a bond with the TeKva Tov <p6JT6,. 

The bond, however, is at this point no other than the like­
ness of the mutual life element : not yet brotherly love, or 
the reference of any action to the brethren, but the founda­
tion of every such personal relation, the similarity and 
community of the· same element in which we all move 
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alike and in which we all alike have an interest. But 
that ~he apostle dwells first on this side of the matter, and 
only afterwards passes on to the Ka0ap(l;u0ai a1To 1TC1,(j1}t; 

aµap·rlar;, has its reason in this, that in the present connec­
tion he can treat of the former only wr; EV 1rapoO<tJ, in order 
then to go onward more specifically to another fruit of the 
1repi1ra-re'iv Jv </J<JJ·rt. 

This second fruit, the second new element that enters 
here, is embraced in the words 1Ca1, To aiµa 'ITJ(jOV (the 
Xpi(j-rou must be struck out) Tov ulou aiiTou . 1Ca0apil;E£ 

17µa, ll7TO 1TC1,r:11]t; aµapT{ar;. It is obvious that the life in 
the light-in other words, the internal direction of the 
whole man towards the kingdom of God- cannot but 
have its results as to the inner man. For, the kingdom of 
God is by no means an abstract notion, it is something 
altogether real ; and thus the life that is in him is not a 
life merely in the sphere of dead thoughts, it is a life 
moved by the powers of the world to come. That this 
light is poured abundantly into the man bas the positive 
effect of making him a TeKvov Tou <pwTor;: negatively 
expressed, that of abolishing in him the ruling power of 
sin. 

Now this connection of thought itself shows that Ka0a­

ptl;eiv must not be understood of the forgiveness of sins 
past, but of sanctification. To the same meaning we are 
led by the words themselves; the cleansing from actual 
committed sins through forgiveness would have been ex­
pressed by Ka0apLl;eiv ll1TO ,ra(jWV TWV c'iµapnwv fiµwv, or 
something of the same kind. But 7ra(ja aµap•rta, every 
sin, is much too comprehensive a word for the sins of the 
past ; it signifies not " all our sins," but " all that is called 
sin." Up to this point the expression has been altogether 
rooted in the context, but the addition -ro a'lµa 'I1J(j'OV K.T.X. 

seems to introduce something quite new,-something of 
which the context has given no indication. vVe have here 
two questions to discuss: first, how far sanctification is 
ascribed to the blood of Jesus; secondly, whether this 
participation in the benefit of the blood of Christ is not 
already included in the '1T'epi1ra-r€tV Jv T<p <f,w-rt. 
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As to the former point, it is undoubtedly biblical doctrine 
that Christ in His death has borne the penalty of our sin, 
and therefore released us from its punishment. But the 
power of the blood of Christ is not limited to this. The 
fundamental passage as to the question is St. John's sixth 
chapter in the Gospel. There the drinking of the blood of 
Christ is presented as the means for procuring eternal life. 
As the shedding of that blood brought about the death of 
redemption, so also it rendered it possible that the blood 
should be an open fountain which might overflow upon 
others : the death of the corn of wheat illustrates its 
effect, that of His life passing over as a power to others. 
Blood and life are in the Scripture equivalent terms : where 
that is, there is this ; for the life is in the blood, according 
to the language of the Old Testament. Thus, then, the 
Ka0apu,µor; U71"0 71"(1,(j''T}', aµapT{ar; is possible only in conse­
quence of the blood of Christ entering into our life as a 
new principle of life. There is absolutely no Christian 
sanctification imaginable which does not take place through 
the blood,-that is, through the Redeemer's power of life 
working its effects and ruling within us. 

As to the second point, it is supposed that this blood has 
its effect only in those who walk in the light. The light 
is the circle within which the divine life reigns; on earth, 
therefore, it is the kingdom of God, the church, whose 
Head is Christ. But as that church has been founded only 
through the death of the Redeemer, and as the life of the 
church has its basis and principle only in His blood, he 
who iv cpwT~ 7rEpt7raTE£ by the very supposition comes into 
immediate contact with the influence of that blood ; and if 
the cpoir; has its effect upon him, that is only in connection 
with the constant carrying on of the work of Christ's blood 
upon him,-that is, in its cleansing from sin, from the cor­
ruption still clinging to the soul. Now, as the expression 
aiµa '[17U'ov, according to this exposition, lies indicated in 
the previous expression, so has the supplemental clause Tov 
viov auTov its relation also to that previous expression. 
As well in the third as in the sixth verse the discourse had 
been of fellowship with God; accordingly, it is here said that 
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he who comes into contact with the blood of Christ, lJy that 
very means has fellowship with God. For the man Jesus, 
whose blood that is, is at the same time the Son of God. 

VERSE 8. 

'Ectv Ef7rwµw OTl aµap-rLav 01!/C lxoµEV, EaVTOV~ 7rA.avwµEV, 

Ka£ ~ aA.10€£a 01!/C E<rTlV lv ~µZv. 
After the author has, in the two previous verses, illus­

trated the first deduction from the 0Eo~ cf,w~, and exhibited 
its special blessing, he goes on in this verse to exhibit the 
second result with its blessing also. This second conse­
quence, the acknowledgment of our sinfulness, has in itself 
a close connection with what precedes; for we saw that it 
is involved in the very fact of walking in the light. But 
the connection is made still closer by the words ,ca0a­

p{sEa-0ai a7rO 7ra<r7J~ aµapTta~ at the end of the foregoing 
verse. If the cleansing from sin is an essential element of 
our walking in light, so the denial of its necessity is a token 
of Elva£ lv <rKOTf£. This inference is also unfolded, like 
the other, in two antithetical clauses, so that the eighth 
verse corresponds with the sixth, and the ninth verse with 
the seventh. 

First, then, for the false position, the denial of sin. The 
expression aµapT{av EXELV requires consideration. It is 
specificallyJohannaean; comp. John ix. 5, xv. 22, 24, xix. 11. 
Obviously it says something different from, and indeed some­
thing less than, lv aµap-r{q, Elva£. It is indeed impossible 
that he who abides lv cf,w-r{, in the sphere of light, should 
at the same time continue lv cr,co-r{q,, in the precisely oppo­
site sphere ; but there may nevertheless be sin yet in him. 
Accordingly St. Paul also uses the peculiar form Jv aµapT{q, 

Eiva£ only in the passage 1 Cor. xv. 17, where he is denying 
absolutely any connection with God. He who denies that 
he has sin, would by that very fact 7rA-avav himself~ The 
word occurs in no other document of the New Testament so 
often as in the Apocalypse. But in all the passages it is 
employed with a very definitely stamped meaning; never for 
mere error with express limitation as such, but always for 
fundamental departure from the truth. It occurs concern-
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ing the artifices of Satan, of the Antichrist, of the beast, 
and once of the false teachers in Thyatira, Rev. ii. 20, whose 
work, however, is expressly marked by its signs as funda­
mental deception. In precisely the same significance is the 
word used in the only other passage of our Epistle where 
it occurs, eh. ii. 26,-that is, of the Antichrist. Finally, 
we find it twice in the Gospel said concerning the Lord, 
eh. vii. 48, but in the mouth of those who in the next 
chapter reproached Him with being of the devil, and there­
fore with the most pregnant meaning used it. Accordingly 
we must in our passage, too, assume that it is employed in 
the same sense : " If we say that we have no sin, we enter 
upon an altogether false course, a godless way of life;" not 
as if it were only that "we fall into an error." The appli­
cation of the word thus found is confirmed by what follows; 
St. John's 1rXavav is illustrated by fJ aX~0Eta DUil €0''T£V ev 
fJµiv. As already remarked upon ver. 6, it is not the 
apostle's meaning that in the present matter we have not 
truth, but fJ aX~0Eta is the truth in the absolute sense. In 
such a case our whole life and being is fallen into the 
1rXav17, the empty appearance; we are lacking in any real 
substantial life. For, where there is even only a trace of 
life, and of the divine fulness, this must immediately mani­
fest sin to be sin. Hence, where there is no consciousness 
of sin, there can be not even the beginning of the only 
true life and its rich substantial meaning. 

VERSE 9. 

'Etiv OµoAory/Jµev ,.a'i" llµapTfu,;; 'YJµWv, 7T'lfIT0,;; €uTt ,cal 
o/!lato<;, 'fva acpy 'f/µiv 'Tit', aµap'T{a,;;, /Ca~ 1Ca0ap{O''(J 'f/µo,.; 0,'lrO 

1raO''TJ', aouda.;. 

In the same manner as ver. 7 forms an antithesis to ver. 
6, ver. 9 does to ver. 8 ; but here, however, also we have 
no mere logical contrast, but at the same time the introduc­
tion of a new element which exhibits, like ver. 7, the bless­
ing of the right condition of the heart, of the 1rEpt1raTE'iv lv 

'T<p cpru'T{. It is true that the antithesis to ver. 8 is not 
introduced, like ver. 7, by a oe. On the one hand, that 
antithesis appears of itself sufficiently marked by its matter, 
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and St. John does not prefer the accumulation of particles; 
on the other hand, the intention is that in this manner 
the thought introduced should be brought forward in its 
own absolute significance, being presented by an asyndeton, 
and therefore to be considered not alone in its relation to 
what precedes. As, in the seventh verse, the mere assertion 
of a fellowship with God has not only placed against it in 
antithesis the actual fact of fellowship, as stated in eivat ev 
-rrp <f,wrt, but also this fact is, as it were, strengthened by the 
7rept7rare'iv, and placed in its full intensity and active force; 
so in our verse the ei7riiv on aµaprfav ou" lxoµev is not 
only paralleled by a mere ei7rE£1/ OTt aµapr{av €xoµev, but 
the whole energy of the consciousness of sin opens itself 
out in the oµoAO'Y€£1/. 

As to the emphatic significance of this word, we may 
compare eh. i. 2 0, tCal. wµo'Ao'Y'TJ<1'EV N:al ouN: 71pv71uaro, N:a'i, 
wµoXory'T}uev, where the element of earnest emphasizing and 
prominence which lies in the oµoXo,ye'iv is made still more 
prominent through the negative expression ouN: apve'iuOa,. 
It is not unimportant that, instead of the singular in 
ver. 8, 011/C €xoµEV aµap·rtav, here the articulated plural 
comes in : the recognition and confession has not reference 
to sinfulness in general, but to the individual sinful actions 
of which I am conscious to myself. Against sin I cannot 
contend, and the consciousness of sinfulness in general will 
not conduce to an effectual repentance ; I control sin only 
by fixing my eye keenly upon its particular outbursts and 
war against individual transgressions. This kind of acknow­
ledgment of sins cannot fail of its benefit; as a response to 
it, God, for the sake of His justice and righteousness, for­
gives them all. 

But what, then, is that 1 In the majority of passages­
of the New Testament especially-where the faithfulness 
of God is spoken of, His fidelity to His promise is meant: 
that He performs what He has promised. At the first 
glance this seems unsuitable here; for where in the whole 
context has there been any reference to promise ? The 
idea of promise must needs in that case be enlarged. Not 
alone by words, but also through deeds, a promise may be 
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given, and it is of such practical promises that it is said 
' ' e ' 1 Th 9 ' ' ~ '' 'lrllTTO<; 0 "€0<; j comp. ess. v. , 7TUTTO<; 0 KaX(t)V O<; 

Kat 7rooJa-e:t, and, so far as the thing goes, though the word 
is not used, Phil. i. 5, 7T€7r0£0a OT£ 0 evapfaµ,evo<; EV vµ,'iv 

EP')'OV cl/ya0ov E7T£TeXea-et. This particular application of the 
ma-Ti<; would be more appropriate here; the ev cp(t)Tt 7rept-

7raTtiv, which is manifested in the oµ,oXoryeiv Tit, aµ,apTla<;, 

is such a real beginning of the divine energy of which 
the final and good result must be, in the faithfulness of 
God, the effectual cleansing from all sin. But even this 
explanation has its difficulty. It is true, indeed, that the 

~ ' ~,1.. ' d' "'- ~ ' ' ' tk 7rep11raTew ev T<p -,,ron an oµ,o/\,()ryE£v Ta<; aµ,apna, a e 
place as the result of the divine action on the soul; but 
this view of the matter is not made prominent in our 
passage, and both are brought into consideration as human 
acts. Moreover, we are wont to speak of fidelity in yet 
another sense. One is true to himself when he does that 
which he must do according to the constitution of his whole 
nature. Now, here God's nature is described as cpw, only; 
and therefore the :fidelity of God refers to His ever mani­
festing Himself truly as the light. Man, in the apostle's 
supposition, has already entered into connection with God, 
inasmuch as he has passed into the kingdom of light ; and 
it belongs to the very nature of God-that is, it comports 
with His fidelity-that He should appear Himself as light 
in him who has come near to Him, and that by destroying 
and taking away his sin. 

Again, He shows Himself, in the forgiveness of sins, 
UKato<;, righteous. This idea occurs in St. John with the 
same two meanings which we attach to our word "right;" 
one, that is, signifying the rectitude of the judge who judges 
according to the evidence, the other signifying the rectitude 
of the judged who answers to the standard applied to him, 
who therefore in this case is holy and sinless. The former 
is the meaning in almost all the passages of the Apocalypse, 
not only eh. xvi. 5, 7, xix. 2, but also eh. xv. 3, where the 
connection leads directly to the same signification ; with 
which compare also John v. 30, vii. 24, both confirming this. 
In the second meaning, that of holiness, it occurs in eh. 
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ii. 2 9, iii. 12 of our Epistle, as also in Rev. xxii. 11 and 
John xvii. 25, where the sense is not that the Father must, 
in His judicial capacity, hear the Son's request,-for in 
that case the address to the Father must belong to the 
preceding verse,-but that He as the Holy One, withdrawn 
from all sin, cannot be effectually known by the world, save 
only by the Son. These two interpretations, however, do 
not lie wide apart; because God is in possession of imma­
nent, objective righteousness, therefore He can exercise the 
transitive and subjective righteousness of the judge; this 
latter is only the outgoing of the former. This reconcilia­
tion or synthesis of the two meanings must be maintained 
if we would under.'itand the ol,caw<; of our passage. Ou 
the one hand, that is, the transitive righteousness of God is 
exhibited in its true character when sin is forgiven, this 
being certainly an act of the judge: He could forgive no 
sin if His righteousness, and not His grace only, did not 
require it. But, on the other hand, the immanent right­
eousness comes also to its rights; God as the light cannot 
be otherwise than such towards those who stand in a 
true relation to the light; He cannot regard them as iv 
a-1C0Ttq, 7rEpi7raTouvTE<;. In other words, he who knows and 
acknowledges his sin has in fact separated himself inwardly 
from it: hence the transitive or subjective righteousness of 
God requires, that is, His judicial function demands, that 
He should in fact, by His pronounced sentence, aclmow­
ledge this internal separation. Further, as lie is in Himself 
in an immanent sense righteous, God approves Himself holy 
towards the sinner, inasmuch as He, by virtue of His own 
holiness, effectually takes away the sin that is still present 
in him, imparting instead a portion of His own perfection. 
With all this correspond the two following predicatives, 
the a<fidvai Ta<; aµ,apT(a,; and the ,ca0ap{(nv a'TT'O mfa-17<; 
aµ,apT{a,; : the former refers to the actus Jorensis, the latter 
to the renewal of the nature in virtue of the oi,caiouvv17 

indwelling in him. 
Thus the meaning of the supplementary clause is this : 

by 'TT'ta-To<; it is said primarily and generally that God, in 
the forgiveness of sins, approves Himself faithful to His 
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own nature, which is light; then by o/,caior; it is more 
specifically said under what aspect this fidelity shows itself. 
But in the previous discussion we have evidently laid our­
selves open to the charge of inexactness, inasmuch as we 
have treated the passage as if it had been o[,caio~ i<rn 7tt~ 

aµ,apr{a~ acpt€i~ /Ca~ ,ca0apll;wv IC.T.A. But the apostle's 
phrase, instead of that, moves in a telic clause, or " in order 
that." It has been attempted to rob the sentence of its 
strange peculiarity by interpreting the 7va as ecbatic, as if it 
were W<rTE. It is undoubtedly true that with the decline 
of a language there is frequently a marked enfeebling of 
its conjunctions; and as to 7va in particular, looked at 
philologically, a multitude of examples have been adduced 
from later Greek, especially from Plutarch. But, in the 
first place, these examples from classical Greek require a 
very careful sifting, for there are not a few among them 
which show that by the exhibition of the consequence as 
if it were a design, a certain effect is attained and a 
precision intentionally introduced into the thought (as, for 
example, in Plutarch, ~/lforal. p. 333 A); and, secondly, there 
is need of doubly careful sifting in the Scripture, where 
from the very beginning much is viewed as design which 
to our apprehension is primarily only consequence or result. 
We have only to think of the hardening of Pharaoh, which 
is referred to as the purpose of God ; and yet more appro­
priately, Matt. xiii. 15. The thought is, as in all such 
cases, only weakened if we do not hold fast the reference 
to design or purpose. Assuredly the righteousness and 
fidelity is grounded in His inmost nature, and both attri­
butes belong to Him apart from every possible demonstration 
of them in act, and every purpose outside of Himself to 
which they refer. But as all that He has, and not only 
so, but also all that He is, He gives to the Son, so that He 
places all, so to speak, at His Son's service, so all is abso­
lutely and entirely devoted to the service of man. The 
whole fulness of His unfathomable essence is turned to 
nothing else but the salvation of His creatures, so that it 
is to Him only the means, yea, His very self is only the 
means, to effect His creatures' happiness and good. As a. 

1 JOHN, D 
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friend has lived for his friend when his whole life has had 
his friend's wellbeing for its aim, so God makes the whole 
1r.->-.1pCJJµa auToii into the means for bringing us to our 
salvation. It is a deduction from the sentence Seo<; 
t'i,ya7r1J that He refers His whole nature only to others, 
whether to His own Son or to the creature. His fidelity, 
His righteousness, and in like manner all His other per­
fections, are for Him existent, only to be applied to His 
creatures' benefit, to our salvation. Here is the impressive 
thought which lies in the Zva. In this one particle lies 
the most comprehensive and the highest witness of the 
power of His love that it is possible to conceive. For the 
rest, whether we are to read at the close of the verse 
Ka0apLtv or Ka0apiset, is irrelevant to the sense; even in 
the latter case the Ka0aplset must be in fact parallel with 
luf)fj, and the form is only after the Hebrew manner released 
from strict grammatical symmetry. 

VERSE 10. 

'Eav ef7rwµev on ovx 71µapT~Kaµ,ev, ,[reu(j'T1}V 'JT"Otovµsv 
a~Tov, tcal. o Ao,yo<; athoii ovK fonv ev 71µ'iv. 

With the ninth verse the author has developed his 
thought in a logically clear and precise manner. The two 
deductions which he has drawn from the Seo,; cf,oi,; in 
relation to the Christian life have been plainly exhibited, 
each in an antithetical form. Returning now once more to 
the idea already touched in ver. 8, that self-justification 
excludes from the kingdom of God, it is evident that he 
has no logical interest in doing so, but is moved by purely 
practical reasons, and aims only at edification. In fact, as 
the whole letter is directed to Christians as such, members 
of the kingdom of God, it was important for the apostle 
to lay the utmost stress upon what was the fundamental 
condition of this, the acknowledgment of sin. Hence the 
resumption of the subject now before us. Not, indeed, 
that this resumption is at all tautological ; the idea is so 
ordered that, in harmony with the very solemn purpose of 
the verse, its characteristics are more keen and more 
penetrating than in ver. 8. ·we would not, indeed, lay 
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stress on the uµaprJ.veiv being used instead of the lfxrn, 
aµapr{av ~bove. The former refers rather to individual 
sinful acts, and the latter to sinfulness in general ; and that 
the former is here selected has its reason probably in the 
T£t.; aµapTla.; oµoXo-ye'iv of ver. 9, which also referred, of 
course, to individual sinful acts. :But as to matter of fact, 
this can hardly be of much significance here. The pith 
of the verse obviously lies rather in the words ,J,-evuT17v 
'lT'Otouµev avTOV. Till now, the verbs 'frevoeuBat and 
7TXavav had been used only to make prominent the sin 
which we ourselves in our own person bring upon ourselves 
by a false condition of our hearts. Here the emphasis is 
laid upon a much heavier sin into which we fall: we make 
God Himself a sinner. So blasphemous is the denial of our 
sinfulness that we thereby degrade God, who is the <f,a-.; 
and dX~Beia, into the domain of darkness and the lie. And 
here we have not to think only of the fact that God 
expressly declares in the utterances of the Old and New 
Testament Scriptures the sinfulness of man, and therefore 
that we make the Scripture, the word of God which ou 
ovvaTat Xv0fjvat, lie to us. All the spiritual institutions of 
the divine economy, the d<f,tevat rd, aµapT{a,, the Ka0a­
pisetv a,r6 'Tfj, aµapTla.;, His entire government and work 
upon earth, yea, the whole manifestation of the Son of 
God, which was based upon the presupposition of human 
sin, is reduced to one comprehensive lie. 

And thereby all possible fellowship with Him is broken 
off: o Xoryo.; avTOV OV/C E<I'TtV EV ~µiv. That the Xoryo, 
0eov here does not mean the personal Logos, the Son of 
God, is plain enough if we consider that in the preceding 
context nothing had been said of any indwelling of the 
Son in us. Nor must we regard the sayings of the Old 
Testament as intended by the words ; for not only is there 
nothing here to suggest such an allusion, but it is a fact 
that the apostle in this Epistle generally refers very little 
to the Old Testament, so that the Epistle in this respect is 
in a certain contrast with the Gospel and the Apocalypse, 
which are pervaded with formal allusions to the ancient 
Scriptures. But then, a~ain, we are not to think of specific 
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sayings of Christ, as if Xoryor; av-rou were simply equivalent 
to pf;µa-ra av-rov OVIC €UT£V fV ~µ'iv: that would mean only 
that we observe not His commandments, or that they do 
not dwell in us. The Xoryor; means to say more than the 
mere pf;µa-ra would say. We must be guided by such 
passages as John viii. 31 : iav vµeir; µivTJTf iv -r<j, ).,oryrp 
T<p iµ,rj>, llA1]0wr; µa011-ra~ µ,ov EUT€ ; or John v. 3 8 : TOV 
'A.oryov ahov €)(.ftV µhov-ra €V au-r<[, ; or, so far as the analogy 
of the matter goes without the word, John vi. 6 3 : -rd 
pryµa-ra a iryw XaXw vµ'iv Trvcvµ,a ,cai sw1. As in all these 
places, so here also, o )..61or; au-rov is the aggregate collective 
internal unity of the entire divine announcement ; not, 
indeed, as to the external words, but these words as they 
are spirit and life, as a power laying fast hold upon men. 
The words of God, as they have been revealed in the 
incarnate Logos, are the divine a"A.10eta comprehended in a 
definite form. Thus what was said above, ~ aX10eia ov,c 
€UT£V EV ~µ'iv, corresponds to our expression, () A.oryor; av-rov 
ov,c eu-rw iv ~µiv ; only that this latter specifies, instead of 
the purely objective idea of the truth, the means whereby 
that absolute truth is implanted in our nature. 
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CHAPTER II. 

VERSE 1. 

T I ,.. lr#,. ir "" f'/ \ f / \ t! 
E/CVta µou, TauTa 7pa..,,w uµw, iva µ7) aµapT'T)TE" /Cat Eav 

Tl', <iµapT'[l, 7rapa,c)\.7JTOV llxoµEV 7rpoc; TOV 'TraTipa, , I 7)/J"OVV 

Xpt/J"TOV U,cawv. 

The first two verses of this new chapter are strictly con­
nected with the preceding. The TavTa at the outset shows 
that. On a first glance, the µ~ JµapTavew, our not sinning 
at all, would not seem to be directly prepared for by any­
thing in the previous chapter. It is true that the second 
clause of our verse, Uv Tl'> aµapT'[i, 7rapa,c'A,7)TOV llxoµev, is 
founded on what the other chapter says as to man, and 
even the Christian man, being still sinful ; but that is not 
the case with the first clause, Zva µ~ t1µapT7JTE. And yet 
it appears as if precisely that second clause is introduced as 
a new thought; for it does not stand in connection with 
what precedes by Zva, as a resumption of it with TavTa. 

On the other hand, the first clause is actually placed by Zva 

in telic connection with what precedes, which, however, does 
not appear to afford any reason for such connection. ·when 
'we look more closely into the matter it takes a different 
turn. The first statement on which the apostle laid em­
phasis was this, that we must walk in light, and that its 
consequence would be the blessing that, so walking, the 
Lord would cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Thus the 
cleansing from sin-and that we have seen to comprehend 
not only the atoning, but specifically the delivering power 
of Christ, the abolition of sin in us-constitutes the conse­
quence of the iv cpwT'i 7rEpmaTe'iv: it is therefore also at 
the same time the end for the sake of which St. John 
exhorts to a walk in light. Thus, in fact, he has a right 
to lay it down as the goal of his statements in vers. 6 
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and 7 of tho previous chapter that we should not sin, that 
sin should cease to be a power within us. Thus the TavTa 

is primarily a resumption of these verses. But, further, be 
has taught in the last three verses of that chapter that 
sin still remains even in the Christian ; that the purifying 
energy of Jesus Christ is not consummated at one stroke ; 
that fellowship with the kingdom of light does not imme­
diately make a man himself light. Thus what the apostle, 
in the words TaVTa ,ypa<f>(J) tva µ,~ aµ,apT1}T€, surveys in a 
single glance, is really the result of continuous effort, a 
process filling the whole life of the man. It is to this 
second aspect of the matter, as made prominent in the 
former chapter, that the second half of our ver. 1 refers. 
Moreover, the paracletic work of Christ, the t>..aa-µ,o,;, which 
is wrapped up in it, also refers back to the former chapter, 
-that is, to the mention of the alµ,a 'I11a-ov in ver. 7. 
Hence we are justified, so far as the matter of the words 
goes, to include the first two verses of eh. ii. under the tva, 

and accordingly to sum up under the TavTa the whole sub­
stance of eh. i. 5-10. The fact that ?va does not formally 
stretch to the second clause of the first verse, is to be 
accounted for by the particular form the apostle has given 
to his thought. It was indeed impossible to write TauTa 

,ypa<f>(J) Zva 7T'apaKA1}TOV lxwµ,a1; for the 7T'apaKA1}TOV lxew is 
not the end of the Epistle, as that goes on independently of 
anything the apostle or man may do : his aim in writing is 
only that we may know that we have a Paraclete. He 
might therefore have written TaUTa ,yparpoµ,ev ?va elo17Te on 
7T'apaKA1}TOV €xoµ,ev. But the Gospel has given us abundant 
evidence how constantly the apostle thinks in the Hebrew 
style, by co-ordinating thoughts, and not in the Greek style, 
by subordinating them one to another. Thus, as in eh. i. 9 
-the reading Ka0aptrei being otherwise established-the 
close of the verse is formally sundered from the preceding 
telic clause and becomes an independent sentence, precisely 
so it is here. And here with all the more propriety, because 
the thought expressed in eh. i. 6 finds a more full elucida­
tion in ver. 2, and thus assumes or lays claim to a certain 
independence. Thus, if we have discerned the reference of 
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the rauTa to all that precedes, and therewith, at the same 
time, the connection of the following verses, we shall not 
be in any doubt as to their actual significance, as to the 
reason why they are added. In the previous chapter the 
apostle had spoken objectively, he had announced simple 
facts; but the last verse came in with a hortatory meaning, 
and for practical reasons. These two verses of the new 
chapter now give ex professo the subjective application of 
what had been said, the practical aim which those objective 
declarations should subserve. Accordingly there follows 
here, and that for the first time, the direct address to the 
readers; and the diminutive form of this address, TEKvLa, 

shows how full the apostle's heart is, and with what ardour 
he pours out this exhortation. 

Looking now more closely into the thoughts of the verse 
before us, we are immediately struck by the collocation of 
its two leading ideas. That is to say, while the apostle 
first exhibits their ceasing from sin as the essential aim of 
his words, he yet seems to take away from his exhortation 
its very nerve by straightway supposing it not to be followed. 
Notwithstanding this, we must be on our guard against 
explaining it, as it were, thus : "but if ye, despite of this, 
should fall into sin," for the words italicized are not there. 
It would be equally a mistake to understand in the first 
aµapTallf.lV a 'TT'Ept'TT'aTe'iv or a fJ,€Vf.W EV TV aµapTlq,, and to 
make the meaning of the second mere sins of infirmity. 
What shadow of justification would there be for that, when 
the expressions are identical, the same words being used 
also in the same sentence ? In both cases the same kind 
of aµapT{a must be intended. It is better to say that the 
apostle specifies two different ways of being delivered from 
sin : one, that of doing no sin at all, in the phrase fva µ~ 

aµapn7Te ; and then the other, that any such sins as might 
nevertheless remain may be done away by forgiveness. The 
circumstance that these are conjoined as they are, so that 
the former comes first and the latter last, may be explained 
by this, that if the forgiveness had been placed first, the 
result might have been a rash and unthinking reliance 
upon the grace that freely pardons. That the two kinds 
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were placed together at all was demanded by what pre­
ceded. 

The first thought had been this, that the Christian enjoys 
sanctifying fellowship with the light : whence followed the 
exhortation, Let sin cease entirely in your case. The second 
thought was, that the Christian still sins : whence followed 
the encouragement, Let the sins you have done obtain their 
forgiveness. Thus the aµ,apTCtvew refers in both cases to 
the sins of believers, and therefore, if you will, to sins of 
infirmity. Most supremely must we be on our guard 
against them, for they easily lead to the 7rEpt'11'an!iv iv -rf, 
u,co-r{q. But the consciousness of this danger might very 
well lead to despair, and therefore the reminder that we 
have in the Lord Jesus a Representative and Propitiation, 
who as such secures the forgiveness of sins; of the two 
exhortations which result from the preceding,-not to sin, 
and to secure forgiveness for any sin that may arise,-it is 
only the former that the apostle urges in the form of 
exhortation ; the latter he changes into the more needful 
tone of encouragement. And this gives us a new reason, 
the mo:it real one, why the apostle, instead of going on with 
the Z'va, so expressly shapes the second part into an inde­
pendent sentence. 

The consolation which he would impart consists in this, 
that Christ is our '11'apa!CA'l'J'TO', '11'por; 'TOIi 'TT'a-repa. Of the 
two meanings which have been assigned to the word '11'apa­

,c).,'l'J-ror;, Comforter and A.dvocate,-the former in the sense 
of 7rapa,ca)\,wv, the latter in that of 7rapa1CX"70e{r;,-most 

decidedly the second is the only one admissible here ; it 
alone answers to the passive form of the word, and the 
explicit use of the term in classical Greek. Now as, apart 
from these reasons, it is inappropriate to assume that in the 
same author, in the same general period of his• writing, and 
especially in the case of an idea so very important, the 
same word has two distinct meanings, our passage must be 
regarded as shedding some light upon the passages in the 
Gospel where the word occurs. It is true that there it is 
the Holy Ghost that is spoken of, while here it is the Son; 
but apart from the fact that in John xiv. 16 the Holy 
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Ghost is mentioned as a">..Xo, 7rapa1GA1'JTO,, which indirectly 
at least calls the Lord a 7rapa1G">..17To, also, the difference is 
only an apparent one; for the Holy Ghost is in the New 
Testament the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

IIpo, Tov 7raTepa, the Lord is our Paraclete,-that is, not 
as it were with the Father, for the accusative must have its 
rights, as meaning over against or towards the Father. His 
advocacy turns towards the Father, and has to do with 
Him ; while, on the other hand, He is, according to the 
Gospel, f.V ~µ'iv, our Paraclete, inasmuch as He stands by 
the side of the Christian, in all his conflict with the world 
and himself, as his Counsellor, and Advocate, and Helper. 
But as towards God, who is light and a righteous Judge, 
the Lord can be regarded as a merciful Mediator only under 
a twofold presupposition : first, He must Himself be well 
pleasing to God through His moral qualification; secondly, 
He must represent a cause which may commend itself to 
God as the Righteous One. The first element is in our 
verse made prominent by the predicate U,caio, ; the second 
verse brings out the second element. The two united 
cannot be more tersely and precisely expressed than in the 
words of Calvin: "Justum et propitiationem vocat Christum; 
utroque praeditum esse oportet, ut 1nuniis pcrsonamq_ue ad­
vocati sustineat, quis enim peccator nobis Dei gratiam con­
ciliet?" Hence it is not to be overlooked that we read, 
not 7rapo.1CA-1'JTOV 0£/Catov i!xoµEV, but 7rapa!CA1'JTOV i!xoµEv 
'I 17<Touv Xpt<TTov U,cawv. The former statement would 
indeed mean that His agency as a Paraclete was a righteous 
one, that He is righteous in His proper function as a Para­
clete, as Beda expresses it," Patronus justus caussas injustas 
non accipit;" but it is not until the second verse that that 
element comes out. The order in the apostle's own words 
gives prominence first to the righteousness of the Person; 
by reason of which He is fitted generally, as over against 
·God, to assume the part of a Mediator . 

• VERSE 2. 

Kal avTO, l">..a<Tµ,6, €<TT£ 7repl TWV aµapnwv ~µwv· OV 7rEpl 
~ ' ' ..,, ' , ...... \ \ \ ..,,. ~ , Twv 17µETEpwv oe µovov, a"'"'a /Cat 7rEpi 01\.0U TOU ,co<Tµou. 
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But there is a second condition which must be met if 
a successful intervention with God shall take place : the 
question or case advocated must be in conformity with the 
divine righteousness. The second verse shows us that this 
is the case, and how: not in itself is our cause righteous, 
for the question is of sinners and sins; but because the 
Lord Himself has taken away their unrighteousness. Ka'/, 
aVTO<;, the apostle writes, iXaup,o<; iunv. Certainly, the 
,ea'/, aVTo<; must not be taken in the Latin meaning of et 
ipse, as if it meant that the very same who is an advocate 
has at the same time set right our cause ; for the ,cat serves 
here only for the simple connection of the two sentences. 
That idea, however, which we have discussed is in itself 
sound enough; for the mere aVTo<;, without the appendage 
of a ,cat belonging to it, itself asserts that concerning 
the previous subject a second and new predicate is to 
be affirmed. This new element is the idea of t'A.auµ,oi;. 
As the words ,caTaA-Xauuew and ,caTaAAa'Y~ occur only 
in St. Paul's writings, and not often in them, so i-Xauµ,ar; 
is peculiar to St. John, and in his writings only twice 
occurs, here and eh. iv. 10. The two ideas are not 
identical. 

Karn)..-Xauo-Eiv means, to wit, that God and the world 
are reconciled with each other ; the relation of the two is 
always understood in the word. It is not otherwise when 
St. Paul uses it of human relations, as that of marriage, in 
1 Cor. vii. 11, and such we find it in its reference to the 
death of Christ, 2 Cor. v. 16, ,carn-x--;..,&gar; ~µ,as fovnj,, and 
ver. 20, ,carn-X">..a"f'T}TE [vµ,Et<;] Tep 0ef,, and Rom. v. 10, 
1CaT11-XXa"'f11µ,ev ['17µe,,] Tf, 0ef,. The same may be said of 
the decompositiim a?TOICaTa-X-Xauuw. ·whether the a?To 
here means a perfect reconciliation, or a renewed recon­
ciliation, or a reconciliation which brings back out of 
estrangement, in any case the reconciliation in Col i. 2 0 
and 21 is, as in Eph. ii. 16, that of mankind with God, 
the opposition between the two parties being abolished. 
Even if, which we do not believe, a reconciliation of two 
portions of mankind with each other is spoken of in Eph. 
ii. 16, our assertion would still hold good, for the verb 
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would have reference to the relation between two separate 
beings or parties. 

On the other hand, t'A.arrµo, keeps in view the recon­
ciliation of God with Himself; it does not therefore refer 
to the relation of two to each other, but to the relation of 
one nature to itself. It expresses the overcoming of the 
divine wrath, or its being brought into harmony or under­
standing with the divine love; and thus it is the recon­
ciliation of these two characteristics of the inte1·ior divine 
nature which had been brought into collision by human 
sin. 'IXarrµo, is, indeed, according to the form of the 
word, that by means of which any one is made favourable 
or Z'Xew,, and thus it is the propitiation, while ,carnXXa,yfJ 
is the reconciliation which has taken place in consequence 
of the propitiation or atonement, which has, in fact, been 
rendered possible by that atonement. The atonement or 
propitiation applies only to the one party, the offended; 
the reconciliation takes place between the two parties. 
Thus it comes to pass, that while indeed iXarr,cerr0ai may 
have things for its object (Heb. ii. 17, ,-a,, aµap,-ta, once), 
for there is an expiation or atonement of sins, the ,caTaX­
Xarrueiv can never be referred to things as its object, for 
only personal beings can be reconciled. 

Now, as it regards our passage in particular, it is first 
of all essential to inquire if there is any sacrificial idea 
involved in the iXauµo,. Certainly it is currently used in 
the Septuagint in passages where there is no allusion to 
sacrifices ; as, for example, in Ps. cxxxiv. it is the transla­
tion of the Hebrew i1~'?9. But when we mark, on the 
other hand, that t'A.arr,cerr0a, is the standing translation of 
,?.I;,, and that t'A.arrµo, is the specific translation of c•!~~, 
we must decide in favour of the sacrificial element. It is 
true that i?,1~ itself occurs in many passages without any 
expressed reference to a sacrifice (Ps. lxv. 4, lxxviii. 38, 
lxxix. 9); but always it is the sacrifice which is the means, 
whether expressed or not, through which, according to the 
Old Testament point of view, the covering of human sin is 
effected. But more: it has not been proved that the sub­
stantive C'"J'Elf, which precisely corresponds to our iXaap,6,, 
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ever occurs without an express reference to sacrifice; rnther 
is the idea so closely associated with the sacrificial offering, 
that c•!~e.::i is the standing term for the great day of 
atonement. Now, when we add to this that in licb. ii. 17 
i?-,,ar;JC€u0ai, on the only occasion when it is used, is brought 
in precisely at the point when for the first time the high­
priesthood of Christ is mentioned, and remember also that 
the ancient high priest had, specially on the C'!~e~ Ci', the 
function which made him the type of Christ; and observe 
further that the substantive i"ll.auT~piov, derived from the 
same root, is in the New Testament (Rom. iii. 25, and 
Heb. ix. 5), as in the Septuagint, the current reproduction 
o.f the mercy-seat or n-:;s~, which in that high-priestly 
sacrificial day occupied so prominent and central a place, 
and by its very name at least alluded to that mercy-seat,­
then shall we feel inclined to take the expression i"ll.aup,or; 
in our passage also as connected with the sacrificial institute 
generally, and with the great sacrificial offering of the day 
of atonement in particular. 

In accordance with this, the [l\,auµ,6r; is the expiation, 
inasmuch as it was wrought and perfected by our great 
High Priest on the N" ew Testament day of atonement by 
the sacrifice of Himself. We do not mean that the ex­
pression [l\,auµ,or; of itself signifies that sacrifice : it points 
only to the atonement or propitiation accomplished by its 
means. But this is what we maintain: c•!~s~ has a sacri­
ficial meaning ; [l\,auµ,or; was the apostle's designed and 
chosen translation of that word. The whole New 
Testament beholds in the death oi Christ the antitype of 
the great day of atonement, and the great central sacrifice 
of that day. Hence St. John did actually, in the use of 
this in itself broader word t'Aar;µ,or;, think precisely and 
only of that sacrifice. 

And it is in precise and striking harmony with this that 
in our present passage the apostle says that the i"ll.auµ,or; 
had reference not only to our sins, the sins of believers, but 
also to the sins of the whole world. As in the classical 
passage of the Epistle to the Hebrews special stress is laid 
upon the fact that, in contrast with the yearly renewed 
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sacrifices of the old economy, Christ presented His sacrifice 
once for all ; so in this passage stress is laid upon the fact 
that the virtue of His oblation extends, not, like the old 
offerings, merely to the covenant people, but to the whole 
world of mankind, having efficacy for all alike, believers as 
well as unbelievers. Thus this universal dictum not only 
furnishes a most befitting conclusion for the first section of 
our Epistle, but also the consolation or encouragement, 
which it is the apostle's desire to afford to those who still 
feel the weight of sin, is carried to its highest point. For, 
if all sins are expiated or atoned for, how were it possible 
that their sins should not be included in the propitiation, 
who, as Ev cf,wTl 'tT'€pt'lT'aTouvT€,, have, as it were, the first 
right to stand in the closest connection with the Saviour 
and His atoning work ? 

Here we may perceive the right answer to the question 
why Christ is here termed not i"h.ao-T~P, but i>..ao-µ,o,. For 
this reason, namely, because it was not the object to lay 
stress upon the fact that He was the true High Priest, but 
that He was that true high-priestly offering in virtue of 
which sin is expiated. Moreover, the construction of 
i:'A.auµo, with 'IT'€pt is in strict correspondence with the 
Hebrew, where ~P or ip~ is used with the meaning de or 
concerning. 

A little above, we said in passing that the o>..o, ,coo-µo,, 
for which Christ is the propitiation, is to be understood of 
the world in the widest sense, all unbelievers included. It 
is well known that many from predestinarian prepossessions 
have sought to restrict the compass of the word to those who 
should obtain actual participation in the benefits of redemp­
tion. But, not to mention the arbitrariness of any such 
enfeebling of the words, their hortatory and encouraging 
purport, as we have shown above, pleads against such 
an interpretation. "Quam late patet peccatum, tarn late 
propitiatio." Through the l"Aao-µ,o, of Christ all sin and the 
sins of all are atoned for; if the salvation of all does not 
take effect, the fault is not that God will not forgive the 
sins of any one, but that the unforgiven sinner repels the 
fatherly heart that moves towards him in mercy. 
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VERSES 3-11. 

The exposition of the following verses depends very 
much on our clear perception of their relation to what 
precedes. The first thing that helps us to understand that 
is the verb i.ryvw,cap,EV airrov in the third verse. Unless we 
assume that this idea enters here without any link of con­
nection, and so leave a yawning chasm between ver. 3 and 
what goes before,-which, indeed, the ,ea{, linking the two 
portions together, would not allow,-we must find in what 
we have just been studying an idea of which the develop­
ment is this 'YL"fl'WG'H,EW airrov. Now, to get a clearer 
notion of what it is, we must first of all define who is 
meant by the avTo,, God or Christ. Certainly it cannot be 
other than the same person wbo in the second part of the 
verse is again described by avTO<;: i.av Ta<; €VTOA4S airrov 

T'f/pwµ,Ev. Now, as in all that follows God is invariably 
the source of command, and Christ is introduced only as 
the pattern we must imitate in obeying His commandments; 
as, besides this, Christ is distinguished as €1CE'ivo,; from Him 
who is marked out by av7o<;,-it will appear that avTO<; here 
can be only God the Father. But then, in that case, the 
ryiryvwu,cew avTov cannot attach itself to vers. 1 and 2 ; for 
they contain no element that enters into the knowledge of 
the Father, while they point to the knowledge of Christ if to 
any knowledge at all. We may suppose, perhaps, that the 
train of thought which begins with ver. 3 is a continuation 
of the passage, eh. i. 8-10: ho who walks in the light must 
first of all confess his sins, and, secondly, keep the divine 
commandments. But that is made simply impossible by 
eh. ii. 1, 2. We have seen that these two verses sum 
up by way of recapitulation the whole contents of eh. i. 
6-10; and consequently ver. 3, when it begins again, must 
be the continuation of this whole section. But that, after a 
resuming summary of the whole, the thought should recur 
to one particular part, and rest upon it without actually 
and expressly mentioning what, is hardly to be supposed. 

If, however, we ask to what ryiryvw<rKEw Tov 0Eov may 
positively be referred, ver. 5 of the previous chapter points 



CHAP. II. 3-11, 63 

the way ; for it tells us expressly that God is light ; and the 
most obvious explanation of the idea in our passage is, 
accordingly, that to know God is to know His nature of 
light, to know Him. as light. Then, in that case, ver. 3 
would immediately join on to eh. i 5, and introduce a new 
second section which runs parallel with the entire section 
from eh. i. 6 to eh. ii. 2. The construction of the whole, 
to which we have thus been guided by the idea of ,yi,yvwu­

KflV Tov E>eov, woul<l receive its strong confirmation from 
the ninth verse ; for it is clear that the clause o 'A£,ywv ev T<tJ 
,I... \ "' ' ' , Ii:'"\"'' , ... ... , .... , , , ..,..(J)n eivai Kai TOV aoel\,..,..ov aVTOV µiuwv EV TTJ <TKOTb<f €C1'TiV 

corresponds precisely to the sentence in eh. i. 6. But this 
evidence is effectual only on the supposition of its having 
been already proved that eh. ii. 9 is part of the section 
begun with ver. 3, and that this section therefore does not 
end with the sixth verse. Such proof, however, requires 
us to point out and establish that the evTo'Aal E>Eov, ver. 3, 
the 'Aoryo<; 81:ou, ver. 5, the 'TT'€P£'1T'aT€tV Ka0w<; he'ivo~· 7r€p£€-
7f'{l,T'TJ<TEV, and the commandment of brotherly love, ver. 9, 
have substantially the same meaning. It is in favour of 
this that, if we make the section end with ver. 6, the clause 
concerning brotherly love is absolutely wanting in any, 
whether external or internal, connection with what goes 
before. Without that link the reader would not by any 
means have understood the seventh and the eighth verses 
concerning the old and the new commandment ; for the 
previous verses, which on this supposition speak of sancti­
fication in quite general terms, furnish no point of help to 
the interpretation. But if we suppose that the apostle, 
from ver. 3 to ver. 6, has already the commandment of 
brotherly love in his eye, the readers are already put in a 
right position to perceive the meaning in which he speaks 
of an old and of a new commandment. In fact, they 
might at once have perceived, from the whole tenor of the 
paragraph from ver. 3 to ver. 6, that brotherly love was the 
subject treated. True it is that the first expression, T'T/pe'iv 

Tlt'; fVTO'Aas TOV 0€0v, is quite general, and signifies obedience 
to the will of God in all directions and in all the particulars 
of obedience. But then the following T1Jpe'iv Tov 'Ao'Yov 
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avTou reduces back the universality of that first expression 
to its unity again, as we saw, indeed, already in eh. i. 10 
that the meaning of the latter sentence is, that the full 
manifoldness of the words and teaching of our Lord is 
summed up in one living and life-giving unity. But those 
who are acquainted with St. John's Gospel, as these readers 
were, know at once that this unity is nowhere else to be 
sought but in the commandment of love. 

What thus in the word Xo7or; Tou Bfou lies wrapped up 
as a germ is clearly unfolded in the words iJ a7a.!TT''T} TOU 

0€ou T€T€A€1wwi of the following clause ; if, indeed, we can 
suppose from other considerations that a7a:1r'T} rou 0€ou 

here means the love which we have to Him. Certainly 
there are some other reasons for adopting the inverted sense 
of the expression : the love of God to us. First, there is 
the parallel clause that forms the pendant and sequel of 
the fourth verse. Then the result of disobedience to the 
divine commandments is declared to be the inference, 1/ 
aX~0Ha ov" e<TTW Jv iJµiv ; and we have seen in the inter­
pretation of the preceding chapter that aA.~0€ta means the 
real fulness of the divine nature. Hence it commends 
itself to our feeling, that in the fifth verse there is found 
a parallel thought : if we keep the commandments of God, 
His love is in us in a perfected sense, analogous to His 
aA.~0Ha being in us. Again, when we compare other 
passages, such as eh. iv. 10, Ev rouTip E<TTlv ;, a70.!Tr'TJ, ovx 

on iJµEt8 ~7a-rr~<TaµEV avTOV aXX' on avTO<; ~"f0,7r'T}<T€V ;,µa<;, 

and such as 2 Tim. ii. 19, where it is specified as the seal 
of belonging to God that He knows us, not that we know 
Him, then in our passage also, thus looked at, the subjective 
genitive becomes probable, as in the interpretation: "the 
love of God to us." Nevertheless, there are equally strong 
reasons for taking it as the genitivus obfcctivus, or our love 
to God. For we have from eh. i. 6 to eh. ii. 11 a number 
of conditional sentences, the conclusion of which in every 
case exhibits the blessing attached to a right posture of 
heart required in those conditions; but in every case it is 
a blessing which we receive for use and application, not 
only for enjoyment. Ro it is when it is said, ;, aX~0eui 
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E<T7W Jv ~µ,v, or the purification from sin is ascribed to us. 
The same should we expect here also. But the meaning of 
God's love to us does not harmonize with this ; for that is 
indeed an experience or enjoyment of which we are par­
takers, but not something with which we can operate, and 
of which we can make any use. Further, the love of God 
to us is a thought which in the present context is by no 
means brought into prominence, but would enter here as an 
abrupt and isolated idea. If, then, on the one side there 
are the strongest reasons for taking Ehou as a genitivus 
subfectivus, and on the other side equally strong reasons for 
understanding something to be spoken of that we receive 
for use and application in ourselves, how are we to decide 
between them ? The materials for decision are presented 
to us in the text. It is purely arbitrary for one half of the 
expositors to speak of God's love to its, and the other half 
to speak of our love to God : we read nothing but a1a'TT''1J 

-roii 0wD,-that is, the divine love, love as it is in God, 
without the addition of any object for that love. The right 
meaning has escaped them simply through the interjection 
of an object for the love. The apostle says that he who 
keeps the commandment of God-that is, the command­
ment of love-has the love of God, has love as God is love, 
and as it is in God, dwelling and ruling within him as a 
power of life. As in the former passage the truth, which 
God is and which God has, comes upon us as a power filling 
and penetrating our being ; so here the love of God, which 
He is and which He has, attains in us its perfected sway. 
He who keeps the divine commandment, the apostle means, 
has in himself the love from which God's commandment 
flows, and which is in God. Thus the preceding "A.010, Tov 

0eoD is, in the conclusion of the fifth verse, more closely 
defined ; the reader receives into himself the idea of love. 

St. John takes one step further towards his end in the 
sixth verse, in the requirement of 7rEpt7raTe'iv ,ca0wr; J,ce'ivo<, 

'TT'Epte'TT'<tT'T}trEv. Looked at on one side, the word 'TT'Ept'TT'aTe'iv 

contains an enlargement of the TrJpeiv Ttt<, JvTo71..as, 10v 

"A.o1 ov Tov 0eou. We have seen-that is, on eh. i. 6-how 
7repma-re'iv denotes the whole complex movement of life, 

1mu E 
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not only in the outward act, but in the collective expression 
of it, inward as well as outward; and therefore in this 
closer definition the -rnpe'iv -rtt,;- ev-roAli,<; must embrace not a 
greater or less number of individual acts, but the essential 
habit of the entire life. On the other side, the addition 
,ca0w,;- E/CELVO,;' 7rEptE7raT7JUEV gives another and additional 
point to the previous thought. As the evTo">..at Ehov, ordered 
7ro">..vTpo7rw, tcal 7ro">..vµ,epw,, find their ideal unity in the 
")\,070,;- -rov 0eov, in the annunciation of Christ, which forms 
one living whole; so the real, visible, concrete unity is found 
in the life of Jesus Christ itself. But the question how 
He walked is answered in the whole Gospel. In John 
xiii. 1, His entire life is gathered up in one word: 'Inuov,;­

u."fa7r~r;a,;- TO!J<; lo[ovc; iJ7a7r7JUEV 1=l, T€AO,;'. Now, then, at 
last in ver. 9 the apostle's thought, to which he had been 
converging in ever-narrowing circles, bursts into clear ex­
pression : he is treating of brotherly love. 

If it has been established in detail that the four expres­
sions now considered have as to their matter the same 
substantial meaning; that the apostle has before his eyes in 
the first and most general of them, ai evToMl -rov 0eov, the 
last and most special of them, and aims to bring the reader 
only by degrees to the unity and central point of these 
evToA-at; and thus that ver. 9 forms the pith of the whole 
discussion,-then it has been demonstrated that we must 
not think of separating vers. 3-6 from wh2.t follows, but 
must make the whole from ver. 3 to ver. 11 one connected 
whole. Again, as not only the expression E"fvw,cevai -rov 

0eov points back to eh. i. 5, as we have seen, but also 
ver. 9 stands in express dependence on eh. i. 5, and is 
parallel with eh. i. 6, it is further demonstrated that the 
section eh. ii. 3-11 runs strictly parallel with the section 
eh. i. 6-ch. ii. 2. As we have further perceived that 
the contents of the new section are simply brotherly love, 
we have already half found the mutual relation of the two 

. main divisions of our Epistle which we now have in hand. 
The subject of the first section, eh. i. 6-ch. ii. 2, may be 
hriefly stated to be the relation of man to God. He who 
walks in the light, says the apostle, receives the purification 
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from sins on the one hand through deliverance from them, 
eh. i. 7b, and Z'va µ,~ o.µ,apT'l'JTe, eh. ii. 1 ; on the other 
hand, he receives that purification through forgiveness of 
the sins still committed by him, eh. i. 9, ii. 2. The new 
section treats of the rnlation of the Christian not to God, 
but to the brethren: he who walks in the light must love 
the brethren. Thus the first two sections of the Epistle 
strictly correspond with the purpose which, according to 
eh. i. 3, the apostle had in view in his first announcement: 
the assertion and proof of the Kotvwvta : first, JJ,ET(J, Toii 

'traTpo~ Kat /J,€7'0. TOU vioii avToii 'I'l'JUOU; and then, secondly, 
µ,eT' aXX~Xwv. The former end is kept in view in eh. i. G­
ch. ii. 2 ; the latter, in eh. ii. 3-11. 

This second section of the Epistle in its construction 
answers almost exactly to that of the first. Both are com­
plete in two sub-sections: the first, eh. i. 6, 7, and eh. 
i. 8-10, if we leave apart for a moment the hortatory 
summing up in eh. ii. 1, 2; the second, eh. ii. 3-5 and 
eh. ii. 6-11. There is a difference indeed in the detail : 
the former section in the first chapter treats its subject in 
the form of antithesis; while the second, in the second 
chapter, places a superscription before each topic, or, to put 
it better, there is a statement of the subject placed before 
each. Its first general sub-section, which in a certain 
sense lays the foundation, eh. ii. 3-5, has ver. 3 for its 
statement of contents ; the second and more special sub­
section, eh. ii. 6-11, has vers. 6-8 for its heading. But 
then the most perfect similarity retums again in the two 
chapters ; for the proper development takes place still in 
antithesis, of which each particular sentence is not indeed 
here formally a conditional one, but yet is really such, 
inasmuch as the participial sentences have essentially a 
conditional meaning. And the conformity in the structure 
may be traced still further. As in the first chapter the 
first sub-section, vers. 6, 7, consists of two sentences over 
against each other, so also the first of the second chapter, 
vers. 4, 5 ; and as in the first chapter the second sub­
section runs in three opposed sentences, vers. 8, 9, 10, so 
does also the second sub-section in the second chapter, 
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vers. 9, 10, 11. Of course the apostle did not work 
accordino to a scheme laid down beforehand ; but this 

0 

concert and uniformity, descending into the very details, 
shows how clearly his thoughts were before his mind down 
to their minutest shade. This portion of the Epistle itself, 
to go no further, shows how much injustice is done to the 
author by those who refuse to find in him any regular 
process of thought. 

VERSES 3-5. 

Kat €V TOV'T~ ,ywwu,coµ,ev on l,yvw,caµ,ev airrov, €d.V ,.a~ 

Jv,-oXa.~ aiJTov T17pwµ,ev. 
Let us now descend to the particulars. The sentence at 

the outset, which gives us our point of view for the whole, 
is to the effect that we know God only if we keep His 
commandments. If ,yt,yvwu,cetv 'Tov Beov means, as we have 
seen in full, to know Him as light, as He alone is described, 
it is obvious of itself that the ,ytryvwu,cew must be taken in 
its ordinary meaning, and by no means as equivalent to 
a,ya'TT'aV. But certainly this knowing is throughout the 
New Testament never a merely external knowledge; it is 
rather, so to speak, a knowledge full of soul, which involves 
and establishes of itself a fellowship with Him who is 
known. In the same sense as St. Paul uses the composite 
word J7r{,yvroui~, which is not found in St. John, St. John 
uses the simple word. In this plerophoric meaning the term 
often occms in the Gospel : eh. i 10, where the ov,c f'YVOJ 

answers to the ov ,ca,-b,af3ev of ver. 4, eh. viii. G4, xiv. 7, 
and others. It is not altogether strange to the Synoptics ; 
comp. Mark vii. 23. If, then, to know is, in our apostle's 
use of it, the appropriation or the personal reception into 
ourselves of another and foreign nature, it is clear that the 
knowledge of God includes in itself a participation of His 
nature as known ; and that thus the ,yvwva£ 'TOV Beov here 
is essentially related to the 7rEp£7ra'TE'iv £v <proTL of eh. i. 6 : 
the rather as here also the connection re(]_ uires us to assume 
that God is known as light. Such fellowship with God 
should declare itself in the T17pe'iv ,-a,; ivToAar; avTov. This 
sentence, laying its foundation for what follows. is then 
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further unfolded in two verses containing two antithetical 
clauses. 

VERSE 4. 

'O "'\ ' ''"E ' ' ,, ' ' ' ' ' ' _.. ' l\,€"fWV, "fVWJCa aU'TOV, ,cai Tar; €V'TQl\,ar; aU'TOV µ:,, 
,.. ,.,,. I , \ \ , I f ,"\. ✓ 0 , ,1 

T1}pwv, 'I' EUUT1)<; €<1'Ti, JCaL EV TOU'Tc;,> ,,, al\,,,, €La OUIC eunv. 

The former of these two clauses corresponds with perfect 
exactness to the sixth verse of the preceding chapter. It 
is true that, in the place of the expressly conditional lav 
nr; e,1rr, there, we have here the more positive term o 
"A.e1wv, which is the form that rules the whole of this new 
section ; but it is obvious that the meaning is the same. 
The uniformity of the external construction within the two 
sections,-in the one always eav, in the other always the 
nominative participle,-as also the slight change of form 
between the two, serve only to set the parallelism of the 
thoughts in a light doubly clear. Further, that the eryvw,ca 

avTov in our passage corresponds as to its substance with 
the assertion ICQ£V(J)V£av exoµ,ev µ,eT' aV'TOV, eh. i. 6, we have 
just now seen; and it is equally obvious that the µ~ T'TJpe'iv 

Tar; evToXar; runs parallel here with the 1repi1raTe'iv ev Trj> 

u,cont there. 
The form of the condemning conclusion is, with all the 

similarity of contents in the two passages, rather different ; 
and that difference presents a slight change in the thought. 
In the first chapter the conclusion lays down two kinds of 
activity, yeuoeu0a, and aX~0etav OU 7TOt€£V ; but here we 
have, on the contrary, two states or conditions, that of 
v-euu-r11r; elvat and that in which a man is not partaker of 
the truth. In the former it is said that the original 
pattern of truth, its full reality, the real substance of the 
divine being, does not communicate itself to the roan; here 
it is said that generally it is not in him. 

VERSE 5. 
I O 0:-• " ~ • ~ \ "\ I •"\ 0 ~ • I f • , 
' <;' O av T1JPTJ auTOV 'TOV l\,O"fOV, a/\,1} wr; EV TOVTc;,> 'TJ arya7T'TJ 

'TOU 0eov 'T€T€A€£WTat. EV 'TOIJTc;,> rywwu,coµ,EV on EV avnp 

euµev. 

In the same way as eh. ii. 4 corresponds with eh. i. G, 



TIIE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. JOH~. 

eh. ii. 5 corresponds with eh. i. 7. Both passages urge the 
importance of the exhibition of true godliness as opposed 
to the mere semblance of it. The form of the first limb of 
the sentence, or the protasis, in the latter case is not the 
participle, as in the previous verse, nor is it an actual con­
ditional clause, as in the former chapter; but it is a relative 
sentence with &v, which closely approximates to the positive 
form with nominative nouns which prevails throughout the 
section. In the present case also, the last limb of the 
sentence, or the apodosis, corresponds in eh. i. 7 to eh. ii. 5 ; 
as in the former the highest benefit of the walk in light is 
specified as the Ka0apttet To alµa 'IT/uav K.T.A., so also here 
the closing clause declares the blessing of TTJpe'iv TOv AO"fOV 
Toii 0eoii to be the full and perfect participation in the 
divine nature of love. 

The passage of the Gospel, eh. viii. 31, which gave us 
above the right hint for the right interpretation of the >-..o'Yo<; 
Toii 0eoii will shed some light on the d>-..7J0w,; also : iav 
vµe'i<; µdv'T]Tf iv T<p AO"/<[) T<f' iµ,j> {LA'1]0W<; µa07JTat µaii 
JuTe. It may be, indeed, that a"A.TJ0w,; occurs sometimes in 
the New Testament with the meaning of mere affirmation, 
equivalent to profecto; but that is never the case in St . 
. Tohn, not even in John i. 48 : the expression as he uses it 
always denotes the internal reality as opposed to the out­
ward appearance only. So it is here. With him who 
obeys the "A.o"fo<; Toii 0EOii, love, the love which makes the 
character or nature of God, is perfected in its fullest reality 
and entire fulness. Tc"Aeioiiu0ai is reserved by St. John 
for the consummation of love, and of perfected fellowship 
with God through love; comp. besides eh. iv. 12, 17, 18, 
eh. xvii. 2 5 in the Gospel. In itself it is not a startling or 
revolting thought, that the love of God should dwell in us 
in its full measure and in its simple perfection. According 
to Eph. iv. 16, we are to grow up el,; µhpav ~AtKta<; Toii 
7T'A7JpwµaToc; XptuTav; but here our perfecting (µfrpov 
~"AtKfac;) is this, that the whole fulness of Christ dwells in 
us. Again, as Christ is the xapaKT~P Ka~ a1rav'Yauµ,a of 
the Father in such a manner that the whole 7r"A.1pwµa Tov 
Beov dwells in Him, this proves that the 7r"A.1pwµa Tau 
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0c0v is supposed to dwell in us. And that this 7r"'A.~pwµa 
of God is essentially love, we are taught by the fundamental 
dictum of 1 John iv. 16 ; as also St. Paul exhorts us, in 
the only place (Eph. v. 7) where he places God before us 
as a pattern, to strive after that pattern through walking in 
love. 

The little clause that follows, f.V TOVTCfJ rywwrncoµev on 
lv avTrp luµ,r:v, takes up again the fundamental thought 
placed first in ver. 3, and thus bears its witness that the 
first sub-section of the new section has come to its close. 
Marking the uniformity of structure throughout, it is not to 
be overlooked-though we venture to give it only as a sup­
position-that in ver. 5 there is but one conclusion, while 
in eh. i. 7, the verse correlative with eh. ii. 5, there are 
two ; here then we have, instead of the second, this sum­
ming up repetition of the fundamental thought. The 
parallel iv roVT'f' of the third verse testifies, were any 
proof necessary, that these words are not to be referred to 
the last conclusion, ;, arya'Tr~ 70V 0eov TETEAELCIJTa£, but to 
the first clause, Jiiv T'TJpwµw, or still better probably, to the 
whole preceding period. 

VERSE 6 .. 
·o .. ' • • ~ ' • ,I., ,.. e' • ~ ' "'erywv ev avrrp µevew, o't'ei"'et, ,ca w~ e,cewo~ 7repte1ra-

' , ' ,, 11111 T'TJUE, ,cat avro~ OVTW<; 7TEpt7TaTE£V. 
It is clear now that there is a progression in the follow­

ing verses ; but it is important to keep it in the right 
order. For instance, it is not to be found forthwith in the 
new idea µevew Jv 0erj,. It is undoubtedly true that the 
three ideas ryvwvai, ver. 3, dvai, ver. 5, µevew, ver. 6, express 
a gradation : cognitio, communio, constantia in communione. 
But because the progress of the thought might rest upon 
this gradation, that do.es not prove that it does so in the 
present case. This is opposed first of all by the fact that 
in ver. 5, at the end of the section which began with the 
ryvwrn~ Beou, what was said is summed up again by elvai 
Jv avTrj,; it could not have been the apostle's point to 
introduce a new thought in the recapitulation ; and the 
emphasis must lie not upon the difference between ryvwvat 
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and Elvai, bu:t upon what they have in common. The main 
consideration, however, is this. If the gradation in the three 
ideas before us were the point which carries the apostle's 
thoughts onwards, _the emphasis would have lain on the 
blessing conferred in keeping the divine commandments ; 
that, however, is obviously not the case, but it lies in the 
following the commandment itself. The distinctive feature 
of our section is not promissory, but hortatory. Conse­
quently, the three ideas only in passing indicate the whole 
comprehensiveness of the blessing which is attached to the 
keeping of the divine word, marking it out under its several 
aspects. The emphasis, however, lies not upon their dif­
ference, but upon their relative identity. The progression of 
the thought rests rather upon the 7rEpt7raTE"iv 1'a06Ji, €K€"ivo<, 

7rEpt€7raT'TJ<TEV. In that phrase the contents of the divine 
will, hitherto viewed generally as ivTo)\,a{, and again made 
more specific as 71.6ryoi, auTou, is yet again more closely 
defined. We also must exhibit the same walk which Christ 
exhibited. What was said before had shown, even if the 
reader did not know it from the outset, that the walking in 
love was alone signified. And this resemblance to the Lord 
is imposed on us as the supreme obligation; if indeed the 
ouTco<;, against which there is certainly some slight external 
evidence, is the true reading : the Ka{ and the 0111"<.0<, would 
doubly emphasize the auT6 and thus strengthen the parallel. 
And this walk is obligatory on the Christian (ocp€{71.ei); 
moreover, through an obligation contracted by his own free 
act, that is, by his own word (o )-,,irywv). That, for the 
rest, Holy Scripture has exhibited Christ as a pattern only 
in His sufferings, is a fact which, admitted by all expositors, 
we keep in our view here in passing ; without, however, 
entering upon the question whether our passage constitutes 
an exception, and how far it does so. The sequel will clear 
up this point, 

VERSES 7, 8. 
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I,/... f "' tl t ,"'\. 0 \ , 1 ""' \ ) r ""' t/ r 
,ypa't'(JJ vµ,,v, 0 E<TT£V a"'T/ E~ EV avTp Ka£ EV vµ,iv· OT£ 7J 

, I \ \ ,,.~ \ , ... 0 \ "<:, ,l. , 
<TKOT1a 7rapa,yeTa£, Ka£ TO 't'(JJ~ TO al\,,,, £VOV TJOT/ 't'awe£. 

We enter on that sequel with a double expectation. 
First, that is, we are obliged to expect a closer definition 
of the contents of ver. 6, as we have seen in our general 
remarks upon the section that we are still on the way to 
its central point in ver. 9. But what constitutes the closer 
relation between ver. 6 and the sequel can, in the ab­
sence of any external bond of connection, be shown only 
by a penetrating study of the particulars. But, secondly, 
the appeal, so emphatic and disconnected, which stands at 
the beginning, and so obviously springs from a vehement 
feeling, points us to the fact that the apostle attaches a 
special importance to what is about to follow. As to 
the aoeX<f,ot of the Textus receptus, however aptly it may 
suit a section on love of brethren, we are obliged by external 
reasons to prefer the reading a,ya7r7JTot. 

But the main question is, what we are to understand by 
the evToX~ Kaiv~ and 7raXaia. There has been a disposi­
tion to interpret them of two distinct commandments: in 
which case, probably, the €VTo°An 7raXata would be brotherly 
love, and the €VTo°An Katv~ the imitation of Christ ; or the 
order might be inverted ; or a third interpretation might be 
supposable, since the section itself furnishes no key, and 
the idea of two separate commandments of course opens 
the way for all kinds of solutions. But the notion of 
thus dividing them is as a theory full of insurmount­
able difficulties, both formal and in the matter. The 
expression itself opposes it, as it seems to us ; for we 
should in such a case expect, not O V K €VToXnv Kawnv 

aXXtt 7ra'l\.aiav, but "as well a new commandment as 
an old," or something like this ; and similarly, in the 
eighth verse, instead of 7('(l,/\.£V €VTo°Anv Ka£V~V ,ypaq,w, we 
should expect " and yet again I write," and so forth. For 
if the apostle, in fact, announced two commandments, an 
old one and a new one, it would be impossible for him to 
have said, without any further explanation, that one of 
them he did not announce. Thus we must understand that 
,only one commandment is meant, which, viewed from 
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different points, may now be considered as new and now 
as old. 

But there are material as well as formal difficulties in 
the theory of two separate commandments. For it would 
be most obvious on that supposition to describe the com­
mand to follow Christ as the e11To)\,~ wa).auz, and that of 
brotherly love as the 1Cat1117. But it is impossible to admit 
that the former of these was older than the other ; even in 
the sense that the churches received the precept to follow 
Christ before they received that of loving one another. 
:For where can we imagine a church which had not been 
taught to include this among the elements of the faith ? 
Still less can we conceive that St. John should call that 
commandment old because it had been communicated in 
what he had said above, and the other new because he was 
about to communicate it : for how can a commandment be 
called old because it has just been announced 1 Thus we 
must regard the evTo)\,~ 1Cat11~ Ka~ waAau£ as one and the 
same commandment viewed under different aspects. This 
being so, of course it can mean no other than that of 
brotherly love, of which the section before us treats. Even 
if the commandment in question were referred to the wepi­

waTe1,11 JCa0wr; €KE£VO<; wepie1raT7JUW, that would make no 
material difference, for we have seen that even these words 
have for their substance nothing but the example of 
brotherly love. Formally, of course, there would then be 
a certain difference introduced into the thought; but we 
will for the time assume that brotherly love in general is 
the matter of the precept. Further consideration will 
show whether vers. 7 and 8 are to be referred forwards 
to ver. 9, that is, to the aryawav TOV<; aOe)\,cf,oV<;, or back­
wards to ver. 6, the wepi1raTE'iv ,ca0wr; iKe'ivor; '1T'epie­

waT7JO"e. 

In what sense, then, is the commandment of brotherly 
love an old one? It seems obvious and plausible at the 
outset to consider this as meaning that it had been already 
given in the Old Testament, and that it was called also an 
e11To°'A.~ Kat1117, because Christ had in an altogether new way 

established it as a law. Nor would it be a valid objection 
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to this that the readers were for the most part Gentile 
Christians, to whom the Old Testament had no authority; 
for the New Testament regards the whole kingdom of God 
as one unity, so that the Gentile Christians were the 
legitimate heirs of the ancient oracles. But, certainly, were 
this the right interpretation, we should expect to find the 
apostle using the plural, as. including himself and all: ~v 
lrrxoµev, ~v ntcourraµev. But by speaking in the second 
person he distinguishes himself from his readers as his 
disciples; and this of itself makes it probable that the a'7i 
apx-ryr; errxe-re refers to the beginning of their Christianity. 
Moreover, we have seen that )l.6'Yor; -roii Beoii in ver. 5 
points to the announcement made through Christ, and it 
would seem obvious to refer the )l.6'Yor; of ver. 7 also to 
this; accordingly, the X6"fO', &v n/CoU<TaTe is the announce­
ment of salvation communicated through the apostles. We 
must note how delicately careful is the insertion and 
omission of the article in our verse ; not a new command­
ment write I unto you, the author says, but an old one, 
which ye have had since the beginning of your Christianity; 
and the saving announcement which ye then heard (the 
second a'11"' apxryr; at the end of the verse must be struck 
out), the entire X6'Yor; concerning the personal Logos, has 
only this meaning, the very same old commandment (here 
the article comes in) concerning which I speak. 

And now, once more, how can this commandment be 
termed a new one? The answer of this difficult question, 
or the way to it, is indicated evidently enough ; for in John 
xiii. 34 we have a quite similar utterance. The Lord says 
in connection with the last Passover: Jv-ro)\hv Katvhv 
Uowµi vµ'i,v ?va d'Ya'TT'aTe aXX~Xovr;, JCa0wr; n"fll'TT''l'J<Ta vµas, 
?va tcal. vµe'i,r; a"fa'TT'aTe aXX17Xour;. 1n this verse we find 
the constitutive elements of our present passage : here as 
there brotherly love is called an Jv-roXh tcatv17; here as there 
the same closer definition is appended, for the 1repi1ra-re'iv 
tca0wr; J1Ce1,vor; 7T€ptE'TT'll'T'l'J<Tev corresponds precisely to the 
CL"fa'lTaV tca0wr; ~"fll'TT''T}<Ta vµar;. But the same question 
arises as to the passage in the Gospel itself, how far 
brotherly love could be there called a new commandment; 
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since it was not only prescribed in the Old Testament, but 
had been by Christ Himself, during the course of His 
ministry, again and again imprinted upon His disciples' 
minds as the second great commandment, like unto the 
first. But when we narrowly examine it, we find a 
difference. So to love as He Himself loved, the Lord 
had never before commanded ; and it will be evident that 
in this appendage not only is there a new and stronger 
incentive to brotherly love, but that also the precept in 
fact receives an altogether new colour. Brotherly love on 
this foundation, and enforced by this example, does in very 
deed become a perfectly new commandment. 

To apprehend this more fully, we must take a step 
onward in the evangelical history. The evangelist begins 
the second great division of the Gospel, the narrative of 
the passion, with the words, '171/j'aD,; a,ya,r~(j'a,; Tav,; lotov,; 

€;,. TEM'> ~,ya,rTJ(j'€1/ auTau,;. It is manifest that this does 
not say merely that our Lord also, in the last days of His 
earthly life, advanced in the love which He had all along 
displayed : for how should it occur to the thought of any 
one to deny that ? What was there in this general idea 
that could have moved the apostle to place it in the fore­
ground with such deep emphasis ? We are constrained 
rather to believe that the justification of an utterance thus 
made emphatic lay in this, that a peculiar power of love 
was manifested in the passion of Christ, that it was a 
specifically arduous love, a higher degree of love, which 
enabled the Lord to continue, even €ii; Te>..o,;, in the course 
of love which He had always displayed. And, in fact, it 
would have been-to speak humanly-natural if the Lord 
had been frightened back from this a,ya,r~ €£<; Te"'A.o,;, which 
imposed upon Him such an unspeakable burden; and it 
signalized the full glory of His power to love, that it was 
capable of sustaining such a test. Thus the verse of the 
Gospel distinguishes two grades or kinds of love with 
which the Lord loved His own. 

The same result emerges from a closer examination of 
John xiii. 12 seq., especially of the fifteenth verse. The 
most superficial glance shows at once that the Lord Himself 
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and His evangelist exhibited the feet-washing as a demon­
stration of love bearing a peculiar character, such as His 
former life had not yet displayed. And with this we now 
connect the remark, that precisely on this occasion, and on 
this occasion alone, Jesus required of His disciples to love 
one another as He had loved them. The washing of their 
feet is the theme which runs through its variations in the 
whole of the following section. See ver. 15: inroowyµa 
€0(iJ/Ca vµ,iv, rva ,ca0wr; brot,,,ua vµ,iv, ,cal VfJ,€1,<; 7T"OL'YJT€, with 
ver. 34: EVTOA,1}V ,caw11v otowµ,t vµ,iv. If, then, we ask 
wherein the distinctiveness of this proof of love lay, as 
distinguished from all the other demonstrations of love 
which the hand of the Redeemer's love had wrought out 
during His previous life, the answer is threefold. First, in 
all the other deeds through which the Lord's love dispensed 
grace and help, He acted, according to His own express 
testimony, on the suggestion of His heavenly Father : they 
were tokens of love, but He wrought them not as expressions 
of love, but as expressions of obedience. But we cannot 
say the same in precisely the same sense concerning this 
act of the feet-washing: beyond all other acts, it leaves the 
impression that it sprang from a perfectly spontaneous and 
instantaneous impulse. It was indeed in absolute harmony 
with the Father's will ; but the Lord performed it not as 
of obedience, but as from the source of His own love gushing 
forth in unwonted power. Secondly, in all the previous 
demonstrations of His love, the Lord had ever maintained 
His position of ,cvptor; and otoau,ca"A.or; ; they were the 
manifestations of Himself precisely as of a loving oioau­
,ca)..or;. But in the feet-washing He denied Himself this 
very position, and was constrained to deny Himself of it in 
order to accomplish the act. In this deed of humility 
He was no longer the oioau,ca"A.or;, but rather the oia,covwv. 

And there especially is the emphatic love which, according 
to eh. xiii., was manifested in the passion, that He surren­
dered the supreme and exalted place which, despite His 
humiliation, was always His, and descended from the dignity 
of the prophet to the deep renunciation of the cross. 
Thirdly, in all the other demonstrations of Christ's love we 
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receive the impression that He must act as He did, and 
that if He did not so act there would have been a blot on 
His image; we know also that His disciples and the people 
expected from Him His miracles. On the other hand, the 
feet-washing was expected by no one, nor could any one 
have expected it; yea, if we suppose Him to have preter­
mitted it, no blot would have rested on His person. 

Thus we have, in connection with our Lord Himself, two 
different kinds of demonstration of love. Only in the latter 
did He present Himself as a pattern to His disciples; and it 
is this precise love, exercised in imitation of Him, that He 
Himself described as the ivTo)\,~ ,caiv1. Now, as the Lord's 
love Ek Te°Xo<;, that which He showed in the feet-washing, 
was related to His earlier demonstrations, so must, among 
His disciples, the love which He commands them to exercise 
in imitation of Himself be related to the love with which 
they had hitherto loved, such as they had found prescribed 
in the Old Testament. As the Lord, according to our 
remarks above, until the night of the passion had performed 
His acts, not in the first instance as from love, but rather from 
obedience, so until the night of the passion it had been for 
the disciples a commandment obligatory to love their neigh­
bour; they practised love as a duty, and in every particular 
act were constrained to remember the obligation. For it is 
obvious that the question is here not of those testimonies 
of love which spring from natural and instinctive sympathy, 
-these do not generally lie at the basis of any ethics,­
but of such love as is exercised in conscious self-denying 
acts. Such acts of self-denial it was _necessary for men 
before Christ, and it is necessary to every man now, espe­
cially iu the beginning of the Christian life, to constrain 
himself to perform. As, again, in all the earlier demonstra­
tions of His love, Christ had still remained the oioau,ca7\,or;; 

and ,cvpior;;, so also the natural position of man in the first 
stage of love thus considered remains uninvaded and un­
toucl.ied: in His loving acts the King remains what He is; 
He is simply a loving King, even as the Lord among His 
own was a loving oioauKa7\,or;;. But when this same Lord 
presents Himself, that is to say, more particularly His feet-
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washing, as the pattern of love, it is His will to put an end to 
this love from mere obedience: from that time His disciples 
were to love after the model He gave them generally, and 
gave them specifically at that very hour; in such a way, 
namely, that the individual act should spring, not from the 
obligation of law, but from the direct and compulsory pres­
sure of the heart. Further, as the Lord surrendered His 
position as Lord in the feet-washing, and in His passion 
generally, so should we also so love as that all human 
distinctions may cease in its presence: no longer loving 
the 'liA'TJO'LOV, but the a0€Aq>CV, as it stands written: OU/C evi 
'I ovoaio, ,cal, ,, EAA'l'JV, OU/C €Vt SoiiXo, ,cal, €A€t10€po,· 7il2V7'€', 
vµ€£', €k €0'7'€ €V XptUT<[J 'I71uov. It is love when the Lord 
exhibits Himself as a loving Master towards slaves ; but 
love as the €VToX~ ,caw~ is commended to us, to be regarded 
and to be felt, not as Lord, but as itself SovXo~. And this 
touches the third mark which we perceived to be the pecu­
liarity of the feet-washing: this love will not limit itself to 
cases in which there is a visible occasion or external necessity 
for its display; but its unrestrained vehemence as a living 
spring will go beyond all expectations, and approve itself 
literally without measure or degree. Further, it is clear 
that this €VTOAtJ ,caiv~ can be called such only in a broader 
sense of the word commandment : it is, namely, a goal set 
before men, for ever to be striven after; not, however, as 
properly speaking an obligatory law ; for as soon as it is 
exercised as such, it ceases to be the new commandment. 
Rather the matter stands thus : that the new spring of love, 
which in the passion issued forth from the Redeemer's heart, 
streams, through His return to the :Father, His glorification, 
and the consequent mission of the Spirit, into the hearts of 
Christians as an active energy of their life ; and thus the 
commandment comes of itself into fulfilment, not qua com­
mandment, but as an irrepressibly energizing power. Finally, 
we may be permitted to complete this biblical disquisition 
by pointing out how both the kinds or stages of love which 
we have distinguished in the spiritual domain are reproduced 
in all human relations. As well the love of friendship as 
the conjugal love exhibit them in their degree, seeking 
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especially all individual opportunities for their manifesta­
tion. But the more internal the relation is, the more surely 
does this necessity of seeking cease; because the whole life 
and being are more and more fashioned into one entire 
demonstration of love. 

Having thus established the meaning of l v-ro).~ ,catv~ in 
the passage of the Gospel, we may easily apply it to our 
present passage, and it will be found to harmonize with the 
whole in the completest and most satisfactory manner. 
The commandment of love, St. John says, is to you a 
7ra).aiov; for it is the °Xo'Yor; which ye heard from the 
beginning. There is no evangelical annunciation possible 
without this precept: indeed, the whole Gospel itself is 
nothing but this precept. That is the first stage of Chris­
tian brotherly love ; and, as the benediction upon it, it is 
most pertinently assured by the apostle that the love of 
God, as that of the Father, dwells in us after a perfected 
manner. That is to say, GoJ cannot deprive Himself of 
His nature : it is true that His love flows not from any 
obligation, but out of the inexhaustible source of His being, 
which is love ; yet He remains ever the loving God, the 
loving Lord. Hence it is this blessed consequence of our 
brotherly love,-why speak we of consequence? it is this 
blessed ground of it,-to wit, that His nature of love abides 
in us, and in us makes its dwelling, which the apostle 
makes prominent first of all. But this is not the highest 
blessing of it. That the love of Christ dwells in us is yet 
more, and a higher stage of love ; for His was the self­
renouncing, self-denying, all-surrendering, and self-sacrificing 
love. And this love is the ,cawn €VTOA1 which is proclaimed 
to us. The a-roLXEta of Christianity had been long em­
braced by the church ; now the great point was that they 
€7rl -rnv T€A.€l(J)U'LV cpipea0at (Heb. vi.). To the 7'€A€L(J)<I£r;, 

especially to the TEAELa xap&, would the apostle lead them 
• on; and we have already seen in eh. i. 4 that this perfect 

joy rests in one sense upon the perfectness of brotherly 
love. The one passage has the other in view. 

At the point thus carefully secured we are in a posi­
tion to decide whether om· verses look forward to the 
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expression u:ya-rrav TOV'i aSeXcfiolJ',, or backwards to the 
'TT'EpL-rraTEtll ,ca06J', Xpun(J<; 'TT'€ptE7TaT1}CT€11, The latter is 
obviously favoured by the circumstance that the readers, 
when they came to the words ov,c lvTo!l.~v ,caiv~v "fpa</Jw 

uµiv, must necessarily have at once thought that the 
apostle was referring to the commandment just given to 
them ; but a still stronger reason is, that he expressly 
describes the €VToX~ Katv17 as the X6,yo<;, &v fJ,covcrav, thus 
taking up again the AO"fO'> of the fifth verse. The weightiest 
argument, however, is found in what we have already per­
ceived, that the commandment thus impressed upon them 
was no other than that they should walk after the example 
of Christ. The matter, strictly speaking, stands thus: 
First, he describes the conversation, or rather the whole life 
of Jesus quite generally as the commandment; but then he 
goes on, more definitely, to exhibit the love of Christ mani­
fested in the passion, and the imitation of it he makes into 
a commandment by means of the word JvT<iX~ ,caiv~ : this 
word being naturally understood by the readers acquainted 
with the Gospel, without any express reference to the 
passage on which our exposition has been based. Thus, 
moreover, we may justify to ourselves the remark already 
made, that Christ is presented to us as a pattern only in 
His passion,-that is to say, after we have heard a quite 
general exhortation to the following of His life of love, the 
emphasis in our passage declines upon the a'Ya1r11 el<; TeXo<:;, 

upon the love which the Lord manifested on the night of 
His sorrows. For the rest, it may be observed once more, 
that not all the thoughts which we have brought in here 
were by the apostle himself expressly set forth. They are 
rather only the premises which must have been living in 
bis spirit when he used the word which he did use. We 
may infer from his utterance here, that all this was in the 
background of his mind. 

But a new difficulty emerges, after all our exposition, in 
consequence of the appended clause, o JcrTw aA110is Jv avT~;; 

,cal Jv uµ,'i,v. The words admit of a double grammatical 
construction. Either they are regarded as the proper object 
of "fpaqJw, and the preceding iv7oA~v KaLV,jv as an attributive 

l JOUN, F 
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describing it: I ·write now to you this, which in you is the 
truth, as a new commandment. Or, inverting it, we may 
take the evTo)..iJv «aw1v as the object, and the relative 
clause as merely a declarative closer definition : I write to 
you a new commandment, namely, that which in you is 
truth. When we now observe that the i<lea of the evTo)..iJ 
,catvry is the fundamental theme of the verse, that, further, 
the EVTOAiJ 7ra-X.ata is certainly the objective of the rypacfmv 
in the seventh verse, which formally ancl materially corre­
sponds with this, we are constrained to decide in favour of 
the latter. But we must remember that the sentence with 
o is by no means the same as the sentence with ij, or to be 
taken as simply a closer definition of the evTo).ry, Apart 
from the q_uestion,-which, however, we ought not to omit, 
-why the apostle in that case did not use the feminine 
pronoun, the thought would on that supposition be alto­
gether different. If we had a relative clause with {7 

belonging to the lvrn).ry, we should have generally only one 
objective definition; brotherly love would be simply called 
a new commandment ; but as it is, we find two parallel 
definitions of it,-one as a new commandment, and the 
other as something that is truth in the readers. 

But if we regard the form as settled, the matter of the 
sentence meets us with new questions. For instance, how 
comes it to pass that what is truth in the readers-that is, 
according to the firmly fixed i<lea of the word, living reality 
in them-is yet exhibited as a commandment? This would 
seem indeed to place the reality of what is commanded 
before the readers as their aim, and not regard it as a 
present experienced fact. Again, how is it possible that 
what is supposed to be a reality in the readers, is never­
theless described to them as a new announcement ? But 
the view we have established of the lvToM] ,cawry itself 
suggests the possibility of giving right answers to these 
questions. 

We have seen that oLjectively, in relation to brotherly 
love, there has been a twofold commandment; for, while it 
was taught from the beginning, both in the Old Testament 
and in the New, it was so taught by the passion of Christ 
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as to become an altogether new commandment. Not only 
so; we have seen, further, that subjectively also in the life 
of every Christian the same twofold characteristic approves 
itself: in the beginning of the Christian career love is of 
the former, in its further stages it is of the latter kind. 
Further, we have discerned that brotherly love as au ivTOA~ 
KatVTJ can by no means be fulfilled as an obligatory law; 
that its nature is rather to flow from its own free and 
independent personal impulse, while at the same time it is 
effectual only through the Spirit of Him \Yho exercised it 
symbolically and in its original and perfect character. 
Now, if the readers of the Epistle have received this Spirit, 
there must be in them at least the commencement or 
starting-point of this new and higher brotherly love; in 
some definite degree it must have become in them aA7J011-.. 
It is therefore a new commandment only in as far as 
now, in virtue of the apostle's word, they are, on the one 
hand, made conscious of its possession, the old precept 
becoming a new one because now it has become their own 
conscious possession ; and, on the other hand, that word 
presents to them that which they already had, being Chris­
tians, as now to be a conscious end, the realization, and 
indeed perfect realization of which must be their problem 
and goal: thus this higher kind of brotherly love becomes 
after all an ivTo"J,,,11 to them. What we, in our remarks 
upon John xiii. 34, saw to be a feature of the new com­
mandment,-tbat it was at once a commandment and yet 
not a commandment, because springing directly from the 
impulse of the heart,-that the apostle says here expressly; 
and this, as we think, impresses on ,our exposition the seal 
of its approval. Thus, as the pr_evious words present the 
brotherly love which the apostle commends as at once an 
old and yet a new commandment, so in our verse it is pre­
sented as a commandment, and yet again as not a command­
ment. But this douule character of the idea is designedly 
not exhibited as an antithesis, - as if it were ivToA~v 

' , ,I, f ~ ,,. '1'' , 1 ' " ' , '1T"a71.aiav rypa.,,.,o> vµ,w, 'TT'al\,iv 0€ Kawryv, as a so ev'T0/\,1/V µ,w, 

UA7}0er; 0€ fV vµ,Zv,-bnt as perfectly interwoven and one. 
Hence the first time it is the 7r<tAW, merely marking a new 
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starting-point; the second time, the simple appositional 
clause & O.A'TJ0€r; ea-nv. 

Thus upon the complete sentence, as appended, aArJ0er; 

ev aim'l> Kal ev vµ'iv, there now falls a clear light,-that is, 
the brotherly love now in question as ev-ro'X.r) Katv17 has ~ 
been brought into the world only through the example of 
Christ, and can by us be attained only through fellowship 
with Him. Hence the apostle, by ev avTtp, assigns the 
reason on account of which this brotherly love was in them, 
so far as it rea1ly dwelt in their souls. 

But how it comes to pass that what in Christ is truth is 
truth also in them, the last words of the verse explain : on 

t ' ' ' ' ,f... ' '"' 0 ' "<:' ,f.. ' 'T/ UKOTLa 7TaparyeTa£ Kat 70 't'C,J<; 'TO Ul\.'T} £VOV 'T/O'T/ 't'a£V€£. 

That this on is not declarative, and to be taken as stating 
the contents of the ev-ro'X.➔ Kaw~, is obvious from the very 
matter of the sentence. It describes, forsooth, a purely 
objective historical fact., while the idea of evToA1J in its very 
nature contains a subjective element: I may indeed repre­
sent a fact as at the same time involving a requirement, as 
indeed this clause shows; but a mere objective fact cannot 
as such be called an Jv-roA~. Thus the words simply 
announce a reason. But of what must a reason be given? 
We might think of the Jv-ro'X.~ Kaw17, and say that the 
apostle gives this command because of the fact now im­
pressively stated : "since now the darkness recedes, the 
true light now unfolds its reality; walk then as it becomes 
you, like T€Kva qiw-ror;, in this light." The warranty for the 
precept would then be essentially parallel with that of 
Rom. xiii. 11 seq. 

Against this we liave nothing really material to urge; 
but still the reason assigned is more pointed, and appears 
to us more natural also, if we refer the causal clause to the 
immediately pre~ediug sentence, o ea--rw aA.'T}0er; ev ail-rrp Kd 

ev vµtv, thus m tking it explain how that commandment 
has its reality in us: to put it more plainly, a reason is 
given for the Kat in the words referred to. "Ye are indeed 
already under the power of the light; therefore that which 
is ev ailT~~ is also Jv vµ'i,v, and the law which I demand has 
its reality in you ; but the great consideration is, that it be 
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brought into full consciousness and to its perfection." The 
darkness is passing away, St. John writes. He does not 
add, in connection with it, iv vµZv: the proposition is there­
fore to be taken in its universality. The place in which 
the darkness reigns is, as we saw on eh. i., the world in its 
biblical meaning; and with the appearing of Him who has 
overcome the world, both it and its prince are judged and 
condemned, and the power of darkness is broken. It has 
not yet passed away, but it is in the act of passing; the 
spread of the kingdom of God, and, what is equivalent to 
that, the passing away of the world, are the signature and 
the very matter of all church history. 

But alongside of this negative, the 7T'aparyEu0a, of the 
darkness, there runs a parallel positive, TO <f,w,; a"A.7J0tvov 
1JD1J <f,atvei. This expression is a distinct remembrancer of 
John i. 4, 9, in which latter verse we find it in the same 
words; and if we add that St. John always understands by 
<f,ru,;, Christ, or, as in eh. i. 5 here, Goel, it will commend 
itself to think of the Lorcl Himself as here directly signified. 
It is not a contradiction to this, that in the previous words 
the uKoTla does not expressly refer to a person ; for we 
have already shown on eh. i. 5 that here lies the all­
pervading distinction, that while the light is concentrated 
in a person, the darkness never is. All goodness is in the 
power of divine light, a lesser jet from the greater Uame ; 
but all evil, while it is occasioned by Satan, is not in the 
same sense an effluence from him as the light is an out­
beaming from God. 

Christ, however, is not called cpw,; merely, bnt cpw,; a"A.7J-
0wov : a genuine J ohannacan appendage. While aA'l)0Eia 
signifies the objective truth which is absolute fulness and 
reality, a"A.7J0,vo,; signifies that a specified person is that 
which is predicated of him in the fullest possible degree. 
It is the application of the aA'l)0E,a to one particular question 
or point ; yet so that d"A.n0,vo,;, as compared with aAn0~,;, • 
specifies the form as opposed to the matter: <f,w,; a),n0i,; 
would mean that the light is a true one, and not merely has 
the semblance of it; <f,w,; a"A.7J0w6v, on the contrary, declares 
that the idea cfiw,; must be taken in its full reality. The 



86 THE FIRST ETISTLE OF ST, JOHN. 

true light "already" shineth: the ~C1J is the correlative of 
the present 7raparyemt in the preceding sentence; the light 
has already commenced its activity. This clause also is 
altogether general and objective, - spoken without any 
external or obvious reference to the reaLlers. But when we 
consider that, as the u1wTta comes to manifestation in the 
Kouµor;, so the light <levelopes its energy in the /3autA.e{a 

Tov 0eov; and again, that the readers are supposed to be 
Jv <pwTl 7repmaTovvTer;, living under the power of the light, 
-it will be clear that these general statements also specifi­
cally indicate that the light appears in them, that they have 
their portion in that love which is gathered up in the cpwr; 

aA1J0tv6v. 

How far this is the case, thus how far brotherly love can 
be exhibited as the consequence of walking in light ; that 
is to say, further, how far the close of the eighth verse 
demonstrates the beginning of it; and lastly, how far the 
whole section results from the one sentence 0eor; cpwr;,­

is now tb.e concluding question which requires summary 
answer. The collective elements of the answer lie in the 
words of the apostle. If Christ, namely, like God, is <f,wr;, 

-if His walk was a walk in love,-it is clear that fellow­
ship with His light-nature is and must be fellowship with 
His walk in love. What inwardly, in the subjects them­
selves, approves itself as aA110e,a, shows itself outwardly in 
relation to other subjects as arya7T1J. 

VERSES 9-11. 

'O AE"fWV €V T<p <pWTL eZvat, KaL TOV a.CeA.<p~V avTOU µtuwv, 

€V Tfj U/COTl([, €UTLV ewe; apn. '0 arya7TWV TOIi aCEA.<pov avTou, 

€V T<p <pWTL µ£vet, /CaL U/CUVCaA.OV €V avnj, OU/C €0"TtV' o OE 
µtuwv TOV aCeA<fiov auTov, €V Tfj (JJCOTL<:f €<TTL, KaL €V Tfj 

UKoTlq, 7Tcpt7rant, /Cat ou/C o'iSe 7TOU u7ra1yEt, on ;, U/COTla 
, , ,!,."\ , , ,i,.e "' , , ~ 
€TU.,.,I\.WU€ TOI.Ii;" o.,., al\.µou<; aVTOU, 

The two verses just expoun<led correspond, in their rela­
tion to the whole, with the third verse of the chapter: in 
both cases the matter of the sub-section is summed up com­
pendiously and placed at the head. The following verses, 
from ver. 7 to ver. 9, correspond, on the one hand, to 
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vers. 4, 5 within our second section; while, on the other 
hand, they run parallel with eh. i. 8-10. The thought 
presented in the preceding words is now elucidated; but in 
the genuine Jolmnnaean style, that of bringing out into 
prominence the constituent elements involved in the ideas 
themselves. vVe might well wonder that the apostle, after 
he had preparatively spoken of brotherly love with such 
solemn and plain emphasis, should now descend to the 
terseness of simple dialectical disquisition about it. But it 
is precisely here, where he has set the supreme beauty of 
brotherly love before his readers in the preceding words, 
that he now, with inexorable logic, asks the question, Art 
thou of God or not ? Hast thou attained this goal or not ? 
The former of the verses is here also negative, as we have 
found to be the case al ways. He who saith that he is in 
the light-the expression is occasioned by the words going 
just before, -ro <f,wr; 17817 <f,alvEL-and does not love": this is 
the first supposition. Fellowship with God, and with God 
as light, is ever the final goal of all the apostle's exhorta­
tions: hence this is placed here in the foreground. But 
here this fellowship is only asserted: in very fact there is 
hatred instead. The formal negation, µh lvya1rav, is dis­
placed in favour of the full positive expression µt<IeZv. 

Tertium non datur. Particularly in the case of brethren;" 
and in relation to them,-for that is the question here,­
indifference is utterly impossible. We may indeed speak 
in common life of inclinations and dislikes, but these are 
really nothing but stages of love or hatred not yet come to 
their full development or into clear consciousness. Indeed, 
the apostle does not speak of hatred in general, but of 
the most fearful and unnatural hatred: that which has our 
brethren for its object. The expression may refer to the 
7r"'A.1J<I{ov, to every man; but also specifically to those who 
with us are members of the body of Christ. Now, as the 
apostle in what precedes had been exhorting us so to love 11 

as Jesus loved ; as he almost expressly reminds us of the 
feet-washing, and this, we know, referred, like the whole "' 
section of the Gospel in which the ev-roXh Kaiv17 is the sub­
ject ( eh. xiii.-xvii.), to the disciples of Jesus in the strictest 
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sense, we are constrained to limit the term " brethren" to 
the inmost circle of the Christian discipleship. But we 
should expect here, as parallel with the corresponding verse 
of the previous section, some such conclusion as ,[rE11UT1J<; 

iuT{v. Instead of this, the apostle lays down here, with 
keen severity, the antithesis of the mere assertion of walking 
in the light ( o AE"'f&,v) in the words iv TV u,coT{q, foTlv ew<; 
l£pn. The last words evidently have the emphasis. Even 
yet : so much and so long as he nevertheless declares the 
contrary; or, probably with more correctness: even yet, 
although the true light already shines and the darkness is 
wearing away. 

Now for the obverse of all this. He that loveth his ~ 
brother-here also, as in eh. i. 9, the direct antithesis is 
not formally indicated, but to the feeling of the reader it 
is thereby all the more emphatic-abideth in the light. t 
Assuredly this light is not kindled in him by brotherly 
love; but this latter is itself the result of the EZvai iv nj, 
<f,wTl. But as, in the natural life, life itself is the condition 
of all living activities, and is then by these activities con­
firmed and strengthened, so it is in this case. Hence the 
expression µevEiv. By the side of this positive benediction 
of the ll"'fa7rav 'TO(/<; llOEA<pouc; there runs a negative: 11"/CUV­
OaA.OV iv ailTrj, ov,c lunv. But the question, very difficult 
of decision, arises, whether the offence bas for its object the 
a"'fa7rav itself or the brethren,-that is, whether the believer 
has no occasion of his own sin in himself, or is not to be 
an occasion of sinning to bis brother. There are weighty 
reasons on both sides. In favour of the former is the 
strong consideration, that throughout the whole section the 
subject is how every individual is to secure his own salva­
tion, not how he may effect or influence his brethren's. 
And this view of it would yield a good meaning. As all 
sin is egoism, he who in love walks as Christ walked has 
no longer any impulse of sin within him; every temptation 
to sin is restrained by the habitual stream of love from 
issuing in act. On the other hand, in favour of the second 
meaning is the consistent usage of the New Testament, 
which without exception regards U1Cavoa11.ov as the offence 
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or cause of stumbling which may be put in the way of 
others. And when we reflect with what solemn earnestness 
our Lord, in St. Matthew and St. Luke, threatens those who 
are the cause of offence, it is evident that in fact there is a 
higher blessing in being exempt from cause of stumbling 
in our fellow-Christians. And with this agrees our experi­
ence, that lovelessness on our part is wont to occasion sin 
in others beyond anything else ; and the doctrine of St. 
Peter, that we by well-doing, or by expressions of love, 
may stop the mouths of ignorant men. Consequently, we 
may well temporarily decide for this latter interpretation, 
without, however, being able positively to refute the other. 

Just as in the second sub-section of the first section, the 
second of our present one also consists of three clauses; 
and the third (ver. 11) is here, as there, more full and more 
forcible than the preceding ones. He that hateth his 
brother not only is in darkness,-that was also already in 
the µJvei of the ninth verse,-but the darkness rules all the 
actions of his life, 7repi1raTe'i ev TV <rKOTL<f, ; and, forsooth, 
as his way is wrapped in darkness, his goal also is hidden 
from him, ov,c oloe 7roi) V'TrUl'fEt. Now, when a verb of 
motion like u1ralyew is connected with a 7roiJ, that is, with 
un adverb of rest, corresponding to EV with a dative, two 
points are made emphatic: as well the movement to an 
end as also the result of it. And what is the goal to which 
the hating man moves without knowing it 1 Generally, it 
is quite right to explain that he knows not to what a depth 
of sinful ruin he may be driven down by means of his 
hatred. But it is simpler and more exact to take the 
u/CoTia itself as his goal. The persons in question say, and 
that without conscioits hypocrisy, that they are in the light; 
and precisely through this ignorance as to their own con­
dition, as to the way in which they are found, they are 
blinded also as to the goal, which is again no other than 
darkness. And how comes it that they so absolntely know 
not this sure end of all ? The same darkness hath blinded 
their eyes. 'O<f>0a?,.,µor, is not the "natural power of appre­
hension," the intellectual eye in the ordinary sense ; but in 
the New Testament style it is the organ by means of which 
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man becomes susceptible to the powers of light and dar1,­
ness compassing him about, this being altogether distinct 
from the mere understanding. According as it is determined 
in its function by the one or the other, is the whole man 
light or darkness. Finally, let us not fail to observe the 
progression in the last three verses: ver. 9 has only one 
predicate in the conclusion, ver. 10 has two, ver. 11 three. 

VERSES 12-14. 

Tpacpw vµ,iv, TEJCvia, OT£ acpEWVTaL vµ,iv al aµ,apTlai Oitt 
TO lJvoµ,a aVTOV. Tparf>w vµ,iv, "TraTEpec;, OT£ E"fVW/CaTE TGV 

a,r' apxr)c;· 'YPa<faw vµ,'iv, veavt<rJCO£, OT£ VEV£/C~/CaTE TOV 

"TrOV'T}pov. "E"/pafa vµ,'iv, 7raiUa, OT£ E"fVW/CaTE TOV 7raTEpa. 

''E"/pafa vµ,'iv, "TraTEpE<;, OT£ E"fVW/CaTE TOV a7r' apxYJ," E"fpafa 

vµ,'iv, VEaVLU'/COt, OT£ luxupot EU'TE, ,cal o AO"fO', TOV Beov iv 
'° """ f \ I \ I uµ,w µ,wet, ,cai VEVl/C'T}/CaTE 'TOV "TrOV'T}pov. 

The position of the three following verses in the organism 
of the Epistle cannot be determined before we have exa­
mined their meaning somewhat in detail, and made it clear • 
to our minds. The apostle addresses himself to his readers 
in a sixfold appeal ; but the meaning of this depends in 
some measure on the right reading in ver. 13. If the 
1'exti,s receptus iu that verse is correct, "fpacpw vµ,iv 

1raio[a, it is inevitably necessary to connect this "/pacpw 

with the "fpa</,w of the three previous clauses ; but in that 
case the "Traiota must, in contradistinction from the 7raTEper; 
and veav[u,coi of the two former members, be understood 
of actual children, so that the apostle ,vould be supposed 
to address three several classes of age. But the external 
evidence is very strong in favour of the other reading, 
l,ypafa vµ,'iv 7raiUa. In that case the clause no longer 
belongs to the preceding, but to the following; and we have 
three denominations of the readers in parallel and contrast : 
on the one hand, -re,cvta, 7ra-rJpec;, and veav[u,coi bound 
together by "/pacpw ; and, on the other hand, 7raiola, 

7raTEper;, veav[u,coi bound together by E"fpafa. But then 
it is further obvious that by 7raiol,a and -re,cv[a children are 
not meant in the sense of physical age ; all the readers are 
thus classed together as a whole, as in eh. ii. 1. The vel'y 
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order seems at once to indicate this. If actual chiklren 
had ueen intended, the apostle would certainly have 
arranged the terms in natural order, either advancing from 
the youngest to the eldest, or taking the inverted line; but 
to mention children first, then the fathers, and then again 
young men, has in it something inharmonious. To this may 
be added that, supposing children generally in physical age 
to have been meant, the antithesis to the veavto-Kot would 
require us to think of little children; but neither were 
these present in the Christian assembly, for which the 
Epistle was primarily designed, nor can they be supposed 
to have been in a position to understand the apostle's 
missive. Thus, then, the apostle addresses the whole church 
twice in the first place, and then turns to the older and 
younger among them with special exhortation: whether 
older and younger in a physical sense must be as yet left 
undetermined. 

Then, further, the sixfold on in the foreground requires 
explanation: the question being whether it gives the matter 
of the ,ypacpw, or the reason assigned for it. The latter is 
decidedly the right view. An emphatic assertion of the 
good degree, the Ka°)\.o, {3a0µ6,, which the church had pur­
chased to itself, is not the substance of the Epistle; nor 
could it be such, unless the document had been meant to 
be a letter of consolation against undue despondency, or an 
epistle of commendation. But it is most manifestly neither 
of these. So then we must take on as causative : pre­
cisely because the churches were in the enjoyment and in 
the labour of faith, the apostle writes to them the letter 
before us. He does not teach the elements of Christianity ; 
but it is his design to lay the finishing touches on their 
perfection, and bring to maturity the 71"A~pwcnr; of their 
xapa. 

What the apostle says to the church as a whole in his 
first clause, ver. 12 ,-that he writes to them under the 
supposition that they were already partakers of the for­
giveness of sins,-appears not to be in harmony ·with eh. 
ii. 1, 2, where he mentions this forgiveness of sins as the 
object of his writing. In fact, this -contradiction is the 
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same as in the eighth verse, where the apostle lays that 
down as an JvToX~ which he in the same breath acknow­
ledges they had already realized; no other than what per­
vades the whole Epistle, which everywhere presupposes 
Christianity in the hearers and yet teaches it. It is precisely 
this relation, this substructure of the whole Epistle, which 
explains why St. John writes nothing new, and yet writes 
the old as being new: his presupposition and his object 
are one and the same. And the forgiveness of sins 1 he 
presupposes more definitely as having been oia, To ovoµa 
avTov. That the pronoun here refers to Christ, must be 
taken for granted because of the oia, cum accus., " on 
account of." But the name might generally be explained 
as the revelation of His person, as the name which the 
Lord by His deeds has made for Himself; but it may also 
refer to that name of Christ of which mention had been 
made, and the idea inherent in which was in the apostle's 
immediate memory, cpw~ aA.'rJ0iv6v. The Lord, who is light, 
and came to bring light into the world, has for the sake of 
this His name vouchsafed us forgiveness. 

If we have not missed the meaning of the TEtcvCa, as 
referring, namely, to the whole church, it will be thereby 
firmly established that the two specific utterances in regard 
to the 7raTEPE~ an<l the vEaviutcoi are simply deductions 
from the immediately preceding general clause. Now the 
forgiveness of sin has two aspects: on the one hand, it pro­
duces a strong warfare against sin, and that in the order of 
time is its first result ; on the other hand, it assures a 
deeper knowledge of the Saviour through whom so great a 
benefit has been obtained and is continuously appropriated. 
This latter stage is not reached without some experience of 
the Christian life ; it is the point of contest with sin, and 
therefore belongs rather, or belongs in a higher degree, to 

1 The form &.q,f.,,,,.,., is grammatically difficult. But in Suidas, Etym. ex 
Herodiano, gram. Bekk. 470, 15, there is for &.q,,,,.,. a Doric and even Attic 
form vouched, from which aq,,,."""-" and &.rp,.,,.,,,., have sprung; similarly, 
the Pass. in inscript. Arcad. in the imperative form tr.q,,,.,,.p.,_ All this leads 
to the assumption of o.n extende,l form ;,., instead of the common ,.,, against 
the formation of which nothing can be grammatically urged. Comp. on the 
passages quoted, Steph. Thes. I. l'· 2662. 
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the later period of the Christian course. For, all knowledge 
of the Lord which may be supposed to spring from any­
thing besides a warfare for the more and more perfect 
appropriation of the redeeming work of Christ, would be 
merely theoretic knowledge, and dead therefore in its rela­
tion to the true Christian life. The apostle here gives 
prominence to this second aspect of the matter; and the 
reason is that he will begin with the fathers, who naturally 
assumed the more important place in the Christian church 
and in any allusion to its members. The expressions 
'lT'aTEpE, and vEav£u,coi must not be referred to merely 
intellectual stages of advancement : the second of the words 
will not allow this, as being entirely unsuitable. At the 
same time, it may be naturally supposed that the elders, 
who had of course occupied their place longer in the Chris­
tian church, and had more experience of life, were also 
intellectually more mature than the younger. 

When the apostle presupposes that the elders had known 
TOV cbr' apx~c;, the connection requires us to understand 
this of our Lord Christ alone. The strongest argument is 
not that the first words of the Epistle, & 17v a'TT'' apx~c;, as 
also the beginning of the Gospel, contain similar descrip­
tions of the Son; but that the forgiveness of sins empha­
sized in the previous verse, oia TO l'ivoµ,a XptUTOV, suggests 
at once rather the knowledge of the Son than the knowledge 
of the Father. The young men, on the contrary, have 
overcome the wicked one; they have successfully withstood 
his µE0oodaic; (Eph. vi. 11). The thought seems to enter 
here without any point of connection and unprepared for. 
Forgiveness of sins had been mentioned in the first chapter 
and in the beginning of the second: what, however, of the 
'TT'OV'f/poc; and the victory over him? But when we come 
to remember that the u,coTLa, as in antithesis to the light, 
was a prominent idea in the previous paragraphs, and that 
it is this wicked one who has the Egovu{a Tov u,coTovc;, we 
shall not after all find the present mention of him so 
entirely isolated. That this victory over the enemy is 
described in the perfect tense, is not to be regarded as 
meaning that the victory was determined or finally settled. 
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and ended: it simply draws a conclusion from the already 
past life of the young men. 

With the third member of the thirteenth verse the second 
triad of addresses begins. The most striking difference we 
encounter is the changed l,ypa'{ra ; which is all the more 
important a difference because of the general similarity in 
the contents of the two triads. The essentially identical 
substance of the two sub-sections makes it evident that the 
apostle's aim is to lay down in the most emphatic way 
possible the general fact of the Christian life and of the 
Christian knowledge in the churches. Hence it seems at 
once obvious to take the repetition of the verb in the sense 
of confinnatio11 or additional assurance, in some distant 
analogy with the a ,ye,ypacpa ,ye,ypacpa, John xix. 22 : "I 
write unto you, and I assert it again that for these reasons 
I write to you ; " essentially if not formally the same 
repetition is presented here as in Phil. iv. 4, xatpEu, 'TT'a°'A.tv 
epw xafp€T€. But after all, this only accounts for the simple 
repetition generally, and does not explain the preterite form 
of the verb. We do not read, as we might expect, ,ypacpw 
Kai 7/"aAtv ,ypacpw. It is hardly admissible to refer the 
preterite to the first part of the Epistle now finished, and 
the preceding present to the whole of the Epistle itself,­
" I write unto you generally for these reasons, and for them 
have speci,illy written the previous words,"-because, first, 
the perfect ,ye,ypacpa would have been the more obvious 
form, and secondly, we should naturally expect the order to 
be inverted: "I haYe written what precedes und& this 
presupposition, as indeed my whole Epistle proceeds from 
it." Nor will it help the case to refer the l,ypa'{ra to 
earlier writings of St. J olm, such as the Gospel ; for in that 
case there would certainly have been some such appendage 
as " I write to you now, as I have written to you before." 
Nothing remains, then, but that we refer as well the l,ypava 
as the ,ypacpw to the entire Epistle lying before us; in which 
case the great point is to determine why at one moment 
the apostle regards his writing as a matter of the present, 
and the next moment views it aoristically. 

Now there is certainly a good reason for this, if the 
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writer's purpose is to reassert what he had said in tl1tl 
rypacpw for the sake or in the service of some particular 
application. This distinctive application must then be 
sought in what immediately follows. The meaning would 
be : " I write to you on the ground of your Christian 
estate ; as first said, I have been induced to write for this 
reason, and hence the strong injunction which I must 
address to you, µ~ arya'7l'aTe TOV KO<TfLOV," ver. 15. That, 
in fact, those follo·wing words of injunction did rest upon 
the presupposition of their Christian character needs no 
proof; for vers. 15 seq. themselves assert the conclusion -
that the love of the wcrld and the love of God cannot -
co-exist or tolerate each other. It might be objected that 
this "and hence," which we have supplied in ver. 15, 
stands not in the text. But when we find in three conse­
cutive sentences the reasons given so emphatically forµ,~ 
arya'7l'av T6v ,co,:,µ,ov, there seems no strict necessity to 
express formally the causal relation. After ver. 14 we 
have thus to insert a colon; before ver. 13c not only a 
point, but a period, the close of a sub-section. " I have 
written or wrote unto you, as I have said, only on the 1 

supposition of your fellowship with the light, of your 
victory over the darkness :-love not the world, for other­
wise (ver. 15b) you discredit and shame my supposition." 
In the present rypacpw the apostle has in view the passing 
act in which he is engaged; in the aorist erypa,Jra the 
Epistle is in his mind represented as finished; he speaks 
liistorically of the intellectual conception of the Epistle 
which preceded the actual performance of the writing. 
Because the conception of it was perfected, and in fact its 
realization half accomplished, the apostle could speak of 
his letter as of an historical fact; that he actually cloes so 
speak has this for its reason, that his writing rests upon the 
presupposition that his readers will follow his exhortation, 
µq arya7raTE T6V Ko<rµov. Br,cause his letter was produced 
by these express presuppositions, the churches must on 
that very account answer to them. To sum up all: the 
preterite form has for its reason this, that the following 
injunction is presented as the necessary result of the ex-
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pectations and presuppositions which lie at the basis of 
the Epistle. 

In this way the course of thought pursued in the portion 
of that Epistle now closed reaches the conclusion which the 
unity of its structure would lead us to expect. Oh. i 6-10 
corresponds most exactly in its construction with eh. ii. 
3-11; but for eh. ii. 1-2 we find no parallel member 
remamrng. From quite a different point of view, we have 
come to the conviction that this parallel member is to be 
found here: it in fact consists of eh. ii. 12-13b. The 
most important difference between these two parallels is 
this, that eh. ii. 1, 2 recapitulates only one half of its 
theme in the arrangement; while, on the other hand, eh. 
ii. 6, 12-13b not only brings in the other half, but also 
winds up the two previous sections, though its form is 
specifically determined by the second of tliem. With this 
parallel relation of the two periods the rypacpw beginning 
each of them, ver. 1 and ver. 12, and the address to the 
church in TE1Cv{a common to the two, agree. Both recapi­
tulations or resumptions give prominence to the forgiveness 
of sins, but in a different way: the former makes it an end 
to be attained, the latter makes it the basis or reason ofthe 
apostle's writing. We have already seen that the difference 
is only an apparent one ; bnt that the form in ver. 12 is 
determined and occasioned by the thought expressed in 
ver. 8. The two clauses which enter into detail, ver. 13a 
and b, answer admirably to the resuming purpose of the 
period. The ryvw,nr; is in eh. ii. 3 the first fundamental 
thought of the second sub-section; hence it is taken up 
again, not, however, as the knowledge of the Father, as in 
eh. ii. 3, but as that of the Son, for throughout eh. ii. 6 seq. 
the knowledge of God has been specifically defined as the 
knowledge of Christ. And the idea of the victory over the 
wicked one is contained, eh. ii. 8, in the clause ii u,coT{a 

7raparyETat ,ca1, Td cpwr; 1]01] cpa{vEL, which, to those who know 
the Gospel of St. John, includes the notion of a contest 
between light and darkness, God and Satan. 

Thus with the lrypa+a of ver. 13c there begins an 
altogether new section of the Epistle, which first of all 
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resumes the presuppositions of the apostle uttered at the 
close of the first part, in order to carry them onwards to 
further uses. But, after the Johannaean manner, this 
resumption takes place not in exactly the same words. 
In the place of the forgiveness of sins, which was 
attributed to the church as a whole in ver. 12, comes in 
here the knowledge of the Father. When we mark that 
in the section commenced with these words the xpla-µa 
from God, and the knowledge of the truth thus guaranteed, 
forms the conclusive particular in the apostle's argumenta­
tion, that the whole subject is the separation from the 
antichrists, and the marks by which they are to be 
known, it is very evident why the apostle describes fellow­
ship with God under the precise aspect of the knowledge of 
the Father. This knowledge of the Father falls in ver. 14 
again into two elements: the knowledge of the Son, and 
victory over the evil one. Like the forgiveness of sins, the 
knowledge of God also has two sides, one more theoretic 
and the other more practical ; yet so that the former is the 
foundation or presupposal of the latter. The latter is the 
conflict against sin resting upon the knowledge of the 
good and holy will of God; and it is pre-eminently ascribed 
to the young men. They are, in virtue of their knowledge 
of God, or, more strictly, in virtue of their living insight 
into His nature as light, iuxvpol: the knowledge that 
they stand not alone, but that the strength of the light 
works in them, and on them, and for them, makes them 
strong; further, the }../J''/O<; Toii 0EOii abides in them, the 
living and effectual message of Jesus Christ and about 
Jesus Christ, the concrete substance of the 7vwuir; -rov 
'TT'a-rpor;, bas found a place in them ; and, finally, through 
this divine power, which lies in the divine word, they have 
maintained a victorious contest against the darkness and 
its prince. On the other hand, the "fVW<rt<; 'rOU 'TT'a'Tpo<; has 
also a more theoretical side ; the repose of age and the 
experience of the Christian life have matured this in the 
fathers. They have known TOV a,r' cipx~<;, that is, accord­
ing to the explanation already given, the Son of God. The 
general fellowship with God, with the light, is specialized 

1 JOHN, G 
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into fellowship with the Saviour; he who knoweth God 
knoweth Him in His Son, who has said, "He that hath 
seen Me hath seen the Father." 

VERSE 15. 

M ' , ... ' , ~\ ' , ... ' . , , 7J arya'TT'aTe TOV ,couµov, µ'T}oe Ta ev T<p ,couµrp eav Tt<; 

arya'TT'~ TOV ,couµov, O'U/C f(j7't'/) ;, U"'fG,'TT''T} TOV 'TT'aTpo<; EV avTrji. 

Vers. 13b, 14 have laid the foundation of what now 
follows. The apostle has written only on the presup­
position of their estate of Christian life and knowledge as 
just described: thus results for the churches the require­
ment to correspond with this presupposition; and this can 
be only through their absolute abnegation of the power of 
darkness and withdrawal from it. Hitherto the apostle 
has spoken positively on the whole; the negative clauses 
have been introduced only for the clearing of the thought. 
But now the order is inverted. No longer is the nature of 
,cowwvta Tov cf,wTo<; the matter of his theme, but the nature 
of the u,coT{a. Now, in order to warn them against all 
and every fellowship with darkness, the author exhibits in 
concreto the form in which the darkness presents itself, 
where its kingdom is to be found, and therefore against 
what the Christ has to defend Himself. Hence, in the 
place of the more abstract and general idea of darkness, 
comes in the more concrete idea of the ,couµor;, which is 
then again resolved into its elements and further developed. 
°XKoTta and ,couµo,; have the same substantial contents; 
but, while u,coTla is the animating principle, ,couµo,; is the 
domain in which this principle works ; and they are related 
to each other as the soul and the body; the ,couµo,; 

becomes duµoc; through the u,co71a, manifesting itself in it. 
Everything, however, is subjected to the power of darkness 
which generally is on earth, so far as it has not been 
renewed by grace ; thus not only the world of mankind 
belongs to the ICOU/J,O<;; the €7T'L0uµta ~<; uap,co<;, which is 
presently mentioned as an element of the ,couµo,;, does not 
always spring absolutely from man; the whole region of 
created things, as described in Gen. i. 2 seq., is subjected 
to sin. Rut, on the other hand, mankind belongs also to 
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the 1'ol7'µo,;, because mankind is absolutely and throughout 
entangled in sin. The counterpart of the 1'a<rµo,;, as the 
kingdom of darkness, is that of the light, the /3a<riXeta Tov 
0eov, the limits of which in the divine ordination and its 
final goal are precisely the same as those of the 1'o<rµor;;, 

that is to say, the whole domain of the creation. 
Thus between ,co<rµor;; and /3a<riXeta Tov 0eov there is 

precisely the same relation as there is in a narrower sphere 
between two similar antitheses or counterparts. ~wµa, to 
wit, is a vox media, the corporeity of man purely of itself~ 
apart from the power dominating in it. But 17apg is that 
17'wµa so far as it is thoroughly penetrated and swayed by 
sinful powers ; so far as it is, on the other hand, filled with 
divine energies, it is called a new or glorified body. Just 
so in regard to our present counterpart ideas. The vox 
media, which here corresponds to the <rwµa, is ~ 'Y'Y/ ,ea~ To 

'1T'X~pwµa aVT'YJ<;, Ps. xxiv., the 1'Tl<ric;, Hom. viii. 19. So 
far as this sum of created things is interpenetrated and 
swayed by the powers of darkness, it is called ,co17µ0, ; so 
far as it is, on the other hand, filled and animated by 
divine energies, it is called the new heaven and the new 
earth. 

With the injunction not to love Tov ,ca<rµov is connected 
the further injunction not to love Ta. ev nj, ,ca17µcp. Two 
explanations may be given of this. It were most obvious 
to understand by it the objects present in the world, the 
things which collectively make up the idea of the ,cocrµor,. 
But that would involve tautology. If it was the apostle's 
mind to make emphatic that we should love neither the 
world in general nor anything in particular belonging it, 
the expression chosen would not have been appropriate 

. for that thought ; instead of Tit ev Tep 1'o<rµ,cp, it ought to 
have been µ710Ev Twv ev Tep ,ca<rµrp, or something like it. 
However, the following verse makes it quite impossible to 
understand by Tit ev T<p 1Ca<rµcp the particular objects 
existing in the world. That is to say, when ver. 16 
begins with 7rav To ev Tep «o<rµcp, it is manifest that this 
expression is equivalent to our Ta. ev Tep «a~µcp: what in 
the one case is comprehended in the neuter plural is in the 
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second case reduced to unity by the 7rav. But when we 
read, further, that the Jm0vµ{a T-ryi; uap1a5i; and -rwv 
orp0a11,µwv, as also the a11,asove{a TOV (3{ov, are the 'TraV TO 
Jv -r<j, ,couµrp, we have given to us a fingerpost for the true 
interpretation of our expression. Those three terms are 
obviously not individual objects in the world, but the 
ethical quality adherent to those objects. It is true that 
£7rt0vµ{a might express not the desire itself, but by 
metonymy the objects of the desire; yet the addition 
tji; uap,co<;, and still more TOJV orp0a11,µwv, demands the 
former meaning; and certainly a"ll.asov,da can only be 
referred to an ethical subjective quality. Accordingly, we 
are not permitted to interpret the 7rciv -ro Jv Tff ,couµrp, 
and by consequence -ra Jv T<p ,couµrp, of the objects which 
constitute the ,couµoi;. As in the expression, "that which 
is in man," we may understand not merely the individual 
attributes that are found in him, but also the characteristic 
quality which marks and expresses his whole life and 
nature ; so also in our expression, "that which is in the 
world," we may understand the element that makes the 
world to be world, its fundamental determination and 
inmost nature. And this idea, as it comes out of the con­
text, admirably fits into the context. That which makes 
the world into the Kouµoi;, with the New Testament 
meaning, is not any one object in it, but the sinful power 
inhering in all and pervading its collective whole. Thus 
the apostle says: Love not the world, the whole circle of 
objects comprised in it; and also love not-the µ7JOJ is thus 
as often ascensive in meaning-that which is in the world 
as its kernel and pith. The appended clause brings out 
and makes prominent that which makes the love of the 
world sin. 

Before, however, St. John more closely in ver. 16 defines 
and specifies the general phrase Ta Jv T<p ,couµrp, he indicates 
in the second half of ver. 15 how it is that the love of the 
world cannot accord with the presupposition of a Christian 
walk which gave him his reason for writing,-that is to say, 
because the love of the world and the love of God are 
absolutely incompatible. He says, OJ'fU'Tr'TJ 'TOV '1/'a'Tpo<;: for 
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internal reasons we may decide against the reading BEOu. 

This, indeed, appears at the first glance better to correspond 
with the general word ,c/u;µor;, and therefore was by some 
transcriber involuntarily substituted for the waTpor;, which 
seemed to him without any point of connection. But, in 
fact, ver. 14 itself, as the fundamental beginning of one 
section, sprang from the eryvw,cevat TOV 'TT'a'Tepa, and it is 
with allusion to that the apostle here resumes this word: 
"the fellowship in which I supposed you to exist ye do 
not then possess ; and my letter does not at all apply to 
you." Moreover, this reference back to the fundamental 
idea of ver. 14 establishes clearly that the aryaw'T/ Tou 

wa-rpor; here does not denote the love of God to us, but our 
love to God. 

VERSE 16. 

''On wav 'TO EV T<f ,duµcp, ~ em0uµJa -rfjr; uap,cor;, ,cal ~ 
• 0 ' ~ • /40 .._ ~ \ < ,.._ j,, I ~ QI > e1ri uµ,ia -rwv o.,, al\,µ,wv, ,cai '1/ al\,a~oveia -rov ,-,iou, ou,c 

EU'TLV EiC TOU wa-rpor;, aXX' EiC 'TOV /COUµou EU'Tt. 

Very noteworthy and strictly J ohannaean is the method 
of establishing the thought' thus uttered, with which is at 
the same time connected a further explanation of the idea 
-ra EV -r<jj /CoUµp. The former takes the form of an em­
phatic repetition of what had been said, while the conse­
quences involved in the matter itself are now brought out 
more tersely. This is the apostle's genuine method of 
demonstration. When we closely examine the thoughts 
themselves, we find that, first of all, he specifies the con­
tents of wav -ro ev -rrp 1Couµ,p by the three definitions 
already mentioned, l.1ri0uµ{a -rfjr; aap1Co<;, l.m0uµ[a TWV 

orp0aXµwv, dXatoveta -roii {3tou. In the form we have a 
trichotomy, which, however, resolves itself into two parts, 
as the l.m0uµ,{a is developed in two directions. The 
relation of the a?-..asoveia to the l.1ri0uµ{a is easily per­
ceptible : the latter presupposes a want, the former a 
possession ; they are related as the desire for enjoyment, 
and the enjoyment of what is desired, but in such a way 
that the egoistic element is prominent. The aXatoveta 

is not enjoyment in itself, but as connected with proud 
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contempt for others; and, in harmony with this, the 
hn0vµta is not desiring in itself, but the desiring of what 
<loes not belong to me, the envying of others for the sake 
of self, though this may be an unconscious sentiment. I 
will have, and I as in contrast with others (a?..asovda). 

But not £1n0vµ(a and a?..asoveta alone are spoken of: 
they take a definite form. The desire is partly that of the 
flesh, partly that of the eyes. It is obvious that the eyes 
refer rather to an intellectual, psychical element of enjoy­
ment; the flesh rather to enjoyment in the physical 
domain. With this it is connected that the :flesh seeks 
rather active enjoyments, in which it is itself not merely 
the means of that enjoyment, but also the subject that 
enjoys; while the eye can only take up objects external 
and alien, and is viewed only as the medium of enjoyment. 

\ Active and therefore more sensual, passive and therefore 
more psychical, enjoyments are thus distinguished by the 
apostle. A similar isolating specification of the eye, which, 
however, one might say is already subjoined under the 
notion of crap~, but by which it gains a more independent 
position, we find in Matt. vi. 2 2. There the eye is set 
over against the whole body ; and in such a way that its 
characteristic quality conditions that of the whole body. 
But this view of the matter is here, in conformity with the 
connection, left altogether out of view. 

Similarly, the term d?l.asovda is more closely defined by 
the genitive Toti {3lov. St. John uses this word only once 
more, eh. iii. 1 7, but in both passages, as throughout the 
New Testament, with definite distinction from sw17. That 
is to say, like the verb /3ioro of 1 Pet. iv. 2,-a l£7ra~ 
Xeyoµevov in the New Testament,-the noun signifies only 
the external life of man as belonging to the material world, 
which is sustained by eating and drinking; on the other 
hand, the tro11 refers ever to the personality of life, the 
spiritual being of the man, thus forming a co-ntrast to /3lor; : 
passages such as Luke xii. 15, xvi. 25, 1 Cor. xv. 9, and 
J as. iv. 14, are no exceptions to this rule. But both /3ioi 
and sw17 occur, each in its several sphere as just indicated, 
with a twofold reference. As sro1 now describes the 
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natural pel'sonal life, and now that life as filled with the 
divine eternal life; so (3{oi is sometimes used generally of 
the natural life in itself, and sometimes of the powers which 
fill and sustain it,-that is, of the sustentation of life. In 
eh. iii 1 7 it is to be understood without doubt in the 
latter sense: how here, is a question. The passage of 
this same Epistle just mentioned would recommend us to 
attach to it here the same narrower meaning ; but, on the 
other hand, there i1:1 nothing in this passage to indicate 
such a restriction, while such a restriction of the idea is 
not in harmony with the context, which points to the 
widest possible interpretation. • Not only rich nourishment, 
but all the good of the present external life, high position, 
money, honour, and the like, give sustentation to the 
a),asovda. But the word /3loi is chosen, because the life 
of the natural man is after all only a purely external life. 
As the natural man is called c,apt although he has also 

-. the natural human spirit, because the flesh has the 
v dominion, and even the most seemingly spiritual interests 
stand in the long run under the empire of corporeity im­
pregnated with sin; so the whole life is here called /3loi, 
because the pride and exultation in honour, personal con­
sideration, and othcl' apparently spiritual things, are in 

" reality nothing but the same hanging on and cleaving to 
' the things of the created, material world, although in 

another form. As selfishness may sometimes deny itself~ 
and postpone its pleastll'e, and appear as self-renunciation ; 
so the ci:>.asovE{a may sometimes assume the fol'mS of a 
higher life, although it fundamentally springs from the 
c,apE and its life, the (3{oi, Now this double desire and 
this pride are said to be 1rav To dv Trj, ,c6c,µrp. Or may 
they be only examples of what is in the world, individual 
examples of the 1rav in the beginning of the verse ? In 
favour of this it may be said that the dependence on false 
teachers, presently spoken of, certainly belongs to the 
,c6c,µoi; while yet it cannot be dovetailed into the 
specimens here adduced. But that would be unsound 
aro-nruent. :For the anti-Christian nature is not inde-o 
pendent of the al\,atovda and the i.m0uµ{a ; it is only the 
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concrete form into which these run, and it grows out of 
them directly. All else that may be mentioned is only the 
development of these germs. 

But that we may exhibit in all their clearness the 
thoughts of the apostle, we must once more return and 
fasten our thought upon the idea of the ,coap,or;. We have 
seen that the creation and all it contains is not of itself 
called ,coqµ,or;, but only as it is determined by sin and 
impregnated by sinful forces. This sinful characteristic 
does not inhere in itself, but it becomes partaker of it 
through the fact that man makes it the instrument of his 
sin. Hence also its nature and essence is presented as a 
subjective one; the o<f,0aXµ,ot and uap~ which desire belong 
to man, and the {3tor; is the sphere in which the man 
absorbs that from the earthly creation which he had taken 
into his service, and has consequently also a subjective side. 
But in any case, the desire and the pride itself which 
proceeds from the eyes, the flesh, the life, is absolutely and 
altogether something subjective. Accordingly, the proper 
ground and substance of the idea ,coqµ,or; lie not in the 

- things of the world, but in man, who uses them. But 
when, on the other hand, it is said that this desire and this 
pride are €" Tou ,couµ,ou, the opposite seems to hold good ; 

~ sin seems to be transferred to created things, and from them 
sinful desires and sinful pride seem to take their rise, and 
come into men. And this view we find elsewhere in 
Scripture. In Rom. viii. 19, 2 0, µ,aTaiOT'TJ'> is ascribed to 
the irrational creature, which longs to be freed from it, 
and a oouXela -riir; <f,0opar; under which it groans. And 
this, like much else in the Scriptures of the Old and the 
New Testaments, leads us to the thought of a change or 
depravation of the creature through sin. The world, which 
stood in no original contact with evil, is not only depraved 
by man in individual cases, or in virtue of specific sinful 
acts, but, as the originally sinless body of man was not 
only made into the organ of sin, but in consequence of sin 
evil so penetrated and pervaded it that it on its side also 
influences and makes sinful the spiritual life of man; so 

- also the whole earthly creation has been drawn into the 
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_.kingdom of darkness, and exercises now a depraving in­
fluence on man, who had previously corrupted it. Man 
originally, or, more specifically, the :flesh and the eye, lusted, 
and he perverted the creature to the service of pride ; 
as the result of this, the world is so pervaded with sin, that 
out of itself now the lust that covets it and the provoca­
tion to pride proceed. The bn0vµla and aXatoveia, which 
originally sprang from man, now proceed from the world, 
and thereby it becomes in the scriptural sense the ,couµo<; ; 
thereby all that is the TO ev Tep ,couµq,, the evil principle 
filling the creature, may be said to come e,c Tov ,couµov. 
And it is this very thing that it is the apostle's purpose to 
emphasize in one verse : he has said in the verse preceding 
that love to the world and to that which is in it, as its 
moving principle, cannot consist with the love of God. 
The evidence thus lies in the progression from that which 
is ev Tp Ko~µrp to the e,e Tau ,couµov. The difference of 
origin between love of God and love of the world affirms 
and establishes the all-pervading and ineffaceable oppo­
sition between the two for all time and for all stages of 
development. 

VERSE 17. 
Kal o ,c6uµo,; 7rapa:y€7"at, ,eal iJ lm0vµ{a avTOV • o 6€ 

'lrOtWV TO 0iX11µa TOV eeav, µlvei el,; TOV alwva. 
The thought is assuredly carried onward by the intro­

duction of a new element in ver. 17; but it is questionable 
whether the idea of ver. 16 or that of ver. 15 is developed 
further. If that of ver. 16, then we have here a second 
reason given for ver. 15 : the love of God and the love of 
the world cannot agree together, because, first (ver. 16), 
their origin is diametrically opposite ; because, secondly 
(ver. l 7), their end is equally diverse. Nevertheless, it 
seems more appropriate to regard it as developing ver. 15 : 
love not the world (ver. 15a); for, first (vers. 15b, 16), the 
love of the world is incompatible with the love of God ; 
and, secondly (ver. 1 7), ye would, loving it, perish with the 
world, while obedience towards God brings eternal life as 
its result. The 7rapaiyeu0at, which is here asserted con-
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cerning the world, is not absolutely identical with that 
which in ver. 8 is predicated of the uKoTta, although 
K6a-µoc; and uKoT{a are, as we have seen, equivalent ideas. 
It was said in that verse that in the present state the 
darkness is, in virtue of the appearance of the true light, 
in process of passing away ; this, therefore, is a fact stated. 
But here it is asserted that the world in itself pertains 
to transitoriness, and this denotes an internal quality or 
characteristic. That which turns away from the light is 
on that account devoted to inevitable ruin ; for only the 
rpwc; is the twiJ 'TWV av0pw7r(JJV. But this germ of death, 
existing in it potentially from the beginning, comes into 
actuality when the light strikes upon it with its full power; 
for, as it produces life where the germs of life are, so it 
produces death where they are not. 

And with the world passes away also its essential nature, 
17 lm0vµ,{a avTov. This, in harmony with the connection, 
does not mean the desire towards the world, but the 
desire resting or abiding in the world, and constituting its 
signature and mark. How it is in very deed the nature of 
the world appears most clearly from the antithesis, the 
1rotE'iv To 0tJvT)µ,a Toii BEOv. The lust here is the life 
creaturely which makes itself independent. According to 
the original divine ordinance, there should be no individual 
desire personal to self, no knowledge or will of our own, 
but only a will responsive to what God wills. Hence the 
idea, 0tA:T)µ,a Toii BEOv, does not by any means enter here 
without introduction ; it is the necessary antithesis of the 
l1ri0vµ,{a after the creaturely life which would constitute 
itself independent. But with the world its own desire must 
cease. That is precisely the condemnation, that the possi­
bility of sinning ceases because the material of its activity 
is taken away from sin; and so, the 0t>..'T)µ,a Tov Beoii not 
being the power of life in the man, his existence becomes 
a fearful waste, devoid of all substantial contents. But it 
is far otherwise if the divine will has become my will; 
because the willing of God is infinite, an inexhaustible 
spring of ever new invigoration and confirmation of life, 
consequently to the life of the man who makes God's will 
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his own there is given an infinite matter, a never-ceasing 
series of aims and problems ; and therefore he µi.11€£ Eli; Tov 

a,wva. There is hardly another example of the trans­
formation of Greek ideas by Christianity equally suggestive 
with that given by the word alwv. While the Hebrew 
Cl?ll1, translated, as is well known, by this alwv, signifies at 
least, in its proper original meaning, the dark futurity, lost 
in the distance, alwv originally referred simply to the 
limited and definitely measured continuance of a certain 
period (aevum). The New Testament has not only given it 
the meaning of a long continuance,-a meaning it had 
obtained also in classical Greek,-but it has used it to 
express the idea of timelessness. 

As in the previous section of the Epistle, eh. ii. 3-11, 
the apostle adopts the .course of starting from altogether 
general ideas (al lVTo'Aa~ rou 0Eou), and then lighting on 
the specific commandment of brotherly love, so also it is 
here. In what immediately precedes he has treated of the 
,c6uµor; as the opposite generally to the kingdom of light ; 
he now passes over to the development and potentiality 
which the ,c6uµor; has received in consequence of the 
appearance of the <fJwr; a),:TJ0w6v,-that is to say, he pro­
ceeds to the expression of anti-Christianity. For most 
certainly the light has, according to eh. ii. 8, the power to 
bring about the passing away of darkness; but that takes 
place only through the fact that first of all the ,c6uµor; 

developes its enmity to the light to the utmost extreme, 
and reveals itself as perfectly dark. As sin becomes 
through the law exceeding sinful, or sin in reality, so the 
darkness becomes truly dark through the contrast to the 
perfect light. It is precisely through its own internal 
development and energizing that the darkness in very truth 
puts an end to itself. 

VERSE 18. 

n tr,r , r ft ) I \ 0' , I tl f aiota, EUXUT'T} wpa EU'T"i" /Cat, /Ca W', 'f//COVUUTE OT£ 0 

'A I ,, ' ""' , / "\"\ ' ' 1/TLXPLUTO', epx€Tat, /Cat vvv avrixpiurot 'T/'01\./\.0l ,YE,YO-

vauw • o0ev rytvwu,coµev OT£ luxar7J c/,pa €UT{v. 

This is the general relation of the following verses 
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to those which precede. They are closely attached to 
ver. 1 7. The exhortation to keep themselves unspotted 
from the world is all the more urgent, because the final 
decision and separation is immediately before the door. 
And this thought of the solemnity of the time, which 
makes it doubly necessary µ~ arya7rav Tov ,dap,ov, moves 
the apostle with all the vehemence of his love to appeal to 
the churches ; hence the repeated address, 7raiUa. 

" It is the last hour." What is it this expression would 
say? 'EaxaT71 tJpa is not a phrase current in the New 
Testament, though with the same meaning we have ifaxaTa£ 
-!Jµt.pai, Acts xi. 1 7, 2 Tim. iii. 11, J as. v. 3 ; or ~crxaTOv 
Twv -!Jµepwv, Heh. i. 1, Jude 18, 2 Pet. iii. 3, as well as 
1'atpor, {crxaTO',, 1 Pet. i. 3. These expressions correspond 
collectively to the Old Testament phrase C't;;tl n•:q~, as 
partly a comparison of the Septuagint, partly the quotation 
in Acts ii. 1 7, will show; but it is the expression lcrxaTov 
Twv -!Jµepwv which formally and most exactly answers to 
the Hebrew. The precise meaning which the phrase in 
question bears is very various, no doubt, when understood 
in concreto. Whilst in Gen. xlix. the taking possession of 
the promised land is indicated by the end of the days, the 
same expression in Mic. iv. and Isa. ii. points to the time 
of Christ's first manifestation, and in 1 Pet. i. 5 it refers to 
eternity. This variety of interpretation must be explained 
by the fact that Holy Scripture everywhere knows only a 
dichotomy in this matter of times : the period of the intro­
ductory preparations of salvation and that of its consum­
mation. The latter is in the Old Testament denoted by 
C't.J'i"l n•,r,~ 

• r - •-; - • 

Now, every new period, every important event in the 
history of the kingdom of God, contains a new germ of final 
development, a marked progress towards the end. When 
the eye looks into the future, those new potencies in that 
future strike it first which are not yet contained in the 
present, and in consequence of which it believes that with 
the new period the final development will enter. If the 
predicted period has actually come, then to those who live 
in it the new elements, the germs of development, recede 
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further into the future, and the imperfect and unaccom­
plished which still lingers in it assumes its worst form and 
in the clearest light. And hence the new period will come 
to be reckoned in with the first of the two halves of time, 
and the C't?;;:i n•:~~ will retire back into the futurity. Both 
views have accordingly their full justification. Every age, 
looked at from the past, belongs to the end ; looked at 
from the present, it belongs to the beginning. The present 
has never an eye for the procedures and gradual growth of 
things in the time following ; it has no eye but for the 
unity of the future end. The manifoldness in this distant 
goal, which is to be unfolded in sequences of events, is 
hidden from its view. So Jacob beholds the possession of 
the holy land and the future of the Messiah in one great 
picture : to him both belong to the Jax&:rat<; 7Jµe.pat<;. 
·when the land was laid waste, the germ which was in that 
fulfilment receded further, and the development of the end 
passed into a later futurity. Thus the earlier prophet 
beheld deliverance from the captivity as one with the final 
deliverance through the Messiah ; and though it was re­
vealed to Daniel how long was the interval between these, 
the entire prophecy of the Old Testament, down to Malachi 
and even the time of Christ, nevertheless combined together 
in one vision the incarnation of God and the corning to 
judgment, the l:(~iJ1 ~;,! ci• of Mal. iv. as the C't?;~ rl'")Q~. 

It must not seem strange, then, if, in harmony with all 
this, the New Testament pushes further back the taxarnt 
TJf.J,Epat, and understands them of the second appearance of 
Christ. This is decisively the case in 1 Pet. i. 5, where the 
future glorification is assigned to the ,catprj, luxd:rrp, where 
also the present epoch is reckoned as the first. But in the 
other New Testament places the idea of the lcrxaTov Twv 
T}µepwv appears to us to depart more widely from that of 
the Old Testament. That is to say, because in the Old 
Testament the entire eschatology, the immortality of the 
soul, and so forth, retired far back, so also did that of eter­
nity, and of the endless development of the world. But 
the more clearly the tw~ alwvw,; was unfolded to Christians, 
the less adequate was to them the use of the phrase tuxaTa£ 
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'tjµ,epai to express the infinite fulness of what was in their 
expectation ; the endlessness of an eternal life would no 
longer be fitly described by the definition, "end of the 
times." To this concurred also, that the view of the Old 
Testament, just indicated, to the effect that the tl1'?!,:J n1"!~t:t 
would come in with a mighty break in the passing away of 
heaven and earth, was brought forward both by the eschato­
logical discourses of our Lord and the explanations of the 
apostles into the foreground ; and that therefore it must 
have appeared far more befitting to describe the t9,:i Cl?i.11 as 
a new beginning, instead of the end, as was natural in the 
Old Testament. Hence, while the tl17?;tl n1"!~t:t in the Old 
Testament was equivalent to N~tl Cl?ill, it becomes in the 
New Testament, for the reasons assigned, a constituent 
clement of the vuv alwv, and that as its last period, its last 
stage of development. In this way we can explain such 
passages as 2 Tim. iii. 1, 2 Pet. iii. 3, Jude 18, easily and 
without violence. They speak of the stage of development 
·which precedes the alwv p,E),.:>--r,w. 

But in our present passage and in J as. v. 3 there is this 
peculiarity, that the apostolical period itself-not any as 
yet future epoch-is described as the Juxa.T'T} wpa, or, what 
is substantially the same, as luxa-rai 'i"Jp,epai; and even Heb. 
i. 1 seems to belong to the same category, where the €uxa-rov 
TWV 'Y)fJ,Epwv TOVTWV, that is, TOU aiwvo<; TOVTOV, begins at 
once with the incarnation of Christ. This introduced the 
concluding epoch of the present world; when it runs out 
there does not enter a new epoch, but the almv µ,eXXwv, 
the second great half of time, that of fulfilment ; of all the 
stages that prepare for this, the present is regarded as the 
last. And in fact this view has been hitherto corroborated 
by experience : from the manifestation of Christ down to 
the present day there is running out a great epoch which 
will not reach its end but with the 0/1iO/CaTauTaU£<; '1TaVTWV. 

But this does not exhaust the meaning of the expression 
in our passage. For when we consider carefully with what 
sedulity the apostle here makes prominent the end of the 
world as the motive of his exhortations, how he intensifies and 
sharpens the usual phrase luxa-rat 'tjµi.pat into JuxaT'T} &pa, 
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we are at once penetrated by the feeling that lie beholds 
this last preparatory fraction as hastening to its end, and 
the final catastrophe as impending,-in other words, that 
he, like St. Paul, as we well know, expected within brief 
limits the end of the world. Nor can we say that this was 
an error which he himself corrected in the composition of 
the Apocalypse, showing there as he does how much was 
to take place before the Lord's return; for, notwithstanding 
these its contents, the book introduces the final and defini­
tive utterance of Christ to this plain effect, lpxoµ,ai Taxv, 
Accordingly, we also must confront the much-agitated ques­
tion, how an apostle, who had like St. John so deeply 
penetrated into the process of development of the kingdom 
of God, could nevertheless cling to such a view as this 1 
For the solution of this difficulty it is necessary, before 
all things, not to lose sight of the fact that the Scripture 
has for the process of the times a standard of measure­
ment different from ours : it measures them not by their 
length, but according to their weight and importance ; -not 
according to their external matter, but according to their in­
ternal meaning. Expressions like those now before us can 
be understood only when we interpret them according to the 
canon of 2 Pet. iii. 8, µta ~µlpa 7rapa, ,cuptrp w,; ;,.,,, xhua 
"al, xt"A-ia ;,.,,., w~ ~µlpa µta. Dnt that tells us no other 
than this, that in the divine estimation one day may wrap 
up in itself a thousand human years, and the converse. 
Now if, with the Scripture, we measure time by its contents, 
it is clear that the essential meaning of no epoch has been 
so perfectly condensed into its beginning as that of the epoch 
in which we live, and which had its commencement with 
the manifestation of Christ. With the substance of the 
Gospels, the life of the Lord, and the outpouring of His 
Spirit, its essential and proper meaning and substance were 
already given. According to the adduced passage of the 
second Epistle of St. Peter, objective hindrances to the 
coming of the world's end are no longer present ; but 
through Christ's appearance the world is already ripe for it. 
Only the avox~ of God protracts the last hour, deferring it 
to a later and later period; and precisely because every 
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moment has in it the possibility of the end, and only the 
long-suffering of God, unaccountable to every other, makes 
the finger of the dial go more slowly, no man knows in 
heaven or earth the day and the hour of the end. 

But if this be so, it is the true Christian and apostolical 
wisdom to keep before our keen vision this possibility, we 
might even say this objective probability, of the judgment 
of the world. The end of all things will judge concerning 
the good as concerning the evil ; both must therefore have 
found their full development. The former took place with 
Christ's manifestation ; but the latter also : the power of 
distinction had reached its climax in the -rt,wolr; r71r; a?r€£-

0etas, as the rising up of the avTtxptlTTO£ proved. This was 
to the apostle the sign of the approaching end ; now was he 
assured that the axe was already laid at the root of the tree. 
Its development was quite complete : the fruits might indeed 
ripen more and more, but no new fruits would yet spring 
forth. Thus there may be, to speak with the Apocalypse, 
silence for half an hour, or, according to human measure­
ment, of half an eternity : potentially the development is 
consummated ; at any moment both Christ and Antichrist 
may appear, and the decisive stroke may follow the placing 
of the axe at the root of the tree. All peoples and indi­
viduals who have become Christians since the apostle wrote 
this, all the developments of the Christian church, are but 
the growth and ripening of germs then present, with nothing 
new superadded. Thus we have two things in the present 
verse, according to the explanation given : one is that we 
stand in the last period before the al6Jv µ,hXwv ; and the 
other, that it is already advanced to the top of its develop­
ment, and therefore hastens to its end. And both are true. 

A8 the token by which the readers may know the time, 
the antichrists are expressly mentioned. They had heard 
of the Antichrist as of a unity; but they may see the anti­
christs as a plurality. It is a question how these expres­
sions are related to each other: whether o av-rtxpiuror; is 
an ideal combination of many antichrists which in concrete 
form will never show himself; or whether oi aVTtXPiuroi are 
only the forerunners of that one whose near coming their 
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appearance foreannounced. When we firs( of all examine 
what our own Epistle affords for the decision of this 
question, we see that the four passages which mention 
Antichrist (1 John ii. 18 and 22, iv. 3, 2 John 7) con­
tain no irrefragable argument on the one side or the other. 
For if, first of all, in our passage the 7rOAAOl avTlxpunoi 
are supposed to furnish demonstration that the last hour 
was at hand or come, then, indeed, it is possible to argue 
that in them "the Antichrist," the anti-Christian nature, 
had manifested itself, and that therefore there was no further 
individual to be expected who should exhibit personally 
the might of anti-Christianity. On the other hand, the 
apostle may have meant to say: "As we already see many 
antichrists in vigorous activity, we thereby discern that 
the scene is fully prepared for the appearance of the one 
personal Antichrist. In these he is foreshadowed and pre­
dicted ; and we have therefore entered on the period of his 
manifestation, into the last hour." In fact, not only are 
both interpretations possible, but there is literally nothing 
in this passage of ours which suggests anything for or 
against either distinctively. The same may be said of ver. 2 2. 
There the characteristic of Antichrist is declared to be the 
denial of the Father and of the Son ; and it is evident that 
such a characteristic was manifested fully and clearly in 
those antichrists. But beyond this nothing is said as to 
whether or not all the rays of enmity against the kingdom 
of God may hereafter be concentrated and reflected from 
one individual: the words do not exclude the possibility; 
the necessity, however, they do not include. In eh. iv. 3 
Antichrist is described as the spirit of negation ; there all 
pertain to Antichrist who deny the incarnate Son of God ; 
and anti-Christianity is pre-eminently a principle. But 
neither does this passage absolutely shut out the possibility 
that one man, surpassing all the forms in which the anti­
Christian element has been manifested, and summing up 
in himself the whole power of darkness, may hereafter 
appear,-that is, that the personal Antichrist may come. 
Finally, in 2 John 7 it is said that the denial of the incar­
nation is the token of the deceiver and of the Antichrist, it 

1 JOHN, H 
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having been just before said explicitly that many become 
guilty of that great sin of denial : hence it is clear that 
Antichrist primarily was understood to signify a principle, 
that of unbelief, and not an individual person. Wherever 
this principle exists, there is Antichrist. But is the thought 
thereby excluded, that this principle may hereafter be 
embodied in one person after such a manner that all earlier 
forms of manifestation shall be thrust into the backgTound, 
so that this one individual might be designated o ?wrt­
XPL<T'Tor:; in the same way as, for instance, Christ Himself 
was called o 7rpocf1~'T'1J<:; ? Thus we may confidently assert 
that, on the ground of J ohannaean passages alone, we should 
not be constrained to expect a personal .Antichrist ; but 
rather that the apostle, especially in the last two passages 
quoted above, understands, and would have us understand, 
by o a11TtxpLcr'Tor:; the personified anti- Christian principle 
working in all the variety of its individual manifestations. 
But should we have other reasons for assuming that such 
an individual person is to be looked for hereafter, there is 
certainly nothing in the passages written by St. John to 
contradict such an expectation: collectively, they allow the 
possibility of assuming, together with the preliminary reflec­
tions of the anti-Christian spirit, a yet future and final 
personal consummation of them all. 

Further, there is an argument against the theory of a 
concentration of anti-Christianity in one person in the very 
diverse pictures which Scripture sketches of the final des­
tination, and which on a first glance at least seem hardly 
compatible with a living individualization in one person. 
For, while in our Epistle anti-Christianity bears a theo­
logical character, resting upon a denial of the incarnation of 
God in Christ, and as such originating within the church 
itself (Jl;f,Mov J~ ~µwv, ver. 19), in the Apocalypse it dis­
tinctly assumes a twofold physiognomy : one, that of the 
many-headed beast, that is, of the God-opposed power of 
the world, which is established in direct contradiction to 
Christianity ; and the other, that of the beast like a lamb, 
which corresponds to pseudo - prophecy, and thus has 
some afiinity with the anti-Christianity of our passage. 
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While one of these beasts goes forth from the world, the 
other goes forth from the church. All this seems plainly 
to indicate two totally distinct forms of the corruption, 
which oould hardly be combined in one person. 

But when we compare 2 Thess. ii. the matter assumes 
another aspect. It is obvious that St. Paul borrowed the 
colours of his description from the prophet Daniel ; and we 
must accordingly think of his man of sin as, according to 
the analogy of Daniel, a worldly potentate. It is equally 
plain that he speaks, on the other hand, of a great a,ro. 
amula out of which the son of perdition should emerge ; 
and that leads at once to a corruption within the Christian 
church: the enemy sitteth in the temple of God, and as 
God exacts worship, which points at least in a pseudo­
prophetic direction. The two diverse presentations of the 
beast in the Apocalypse are thus combined by St. Paul 
into one sole picture ; and the Apocalypse itself gives us a 
hint how that comes to pass when it says, eh. xiii. 15, ioo0'TJ 
airrip (that is, to the beast representing pseudo-prophecy) 
oov11a£ 7Tllfvµa Tfj el,cavi 'T'OV 0,,,ptou, rva ,cal XaA~O"'[/ ~ el,cwv 
Tov 0,,,ptou. According to this, the hostile ungodly power of 
the world receives the spirit of pseudo-prophecy opposed to 
God; and it is not until then-that is, until both forms of 
opposition are united in one-that this enmity is raised to 
its highest form of activity. But again, 2 Thess. ii. is so 
constructed that we can hardly escape the conviction that 
it speaks of an individual in whom the a,rornauta should 
be consummated. To this all the expressions used by St. 
I>aul point ; in the other case the singular would not be 
constantly used as it is; but the real multiplicity lying at 
the base of it would somewhere appear, as it does, for 
instance, in St. John, who in fact has primarily a principle 
in view. 

With all this perfectly corresponds the fact, which the 
Scripture gives us to discern in the ways of God, that every 
principle is finally presented in its concentration in one 
person. As the " ideal righteous man" of the Old Testament 
is not a mere abstraction, finding its full realization only 
in the sum of all the individual right.f'nns, but in Him whom 
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our Epistle, eh. ii. 2, terms M,a,oi; KaT' EEoxr1v finds its 
concrete and full manifestation ; as the njn~ ,?V is not only 
the type and ideal of a true servant of God, but has found 
its final concrete realization in Christ : so also the power of 
darkness will have its climax in a person who will fulfil all 
that has been predicted concerning Antichrist. 

We have felt it necessary briefly to indicate the true 
doctrine of Antichrist, because a new question attaches 
itself here to the subject. If, to wit, a personal Antichrist 
is yet to be expected, and if, moreover, St. John must have 
known this and would have it known, the reason must 
needs be assigned why he altogether keeps out of his 
Epistle this view of the case, and, after the single mention 
of o avTixptuTor;, which did not positively require it, yet at 
once occupies himself with the ?TOA.AO~ avTtxptuTO£ generally, 
with anti-Christianity as a principle. But the reason of 
this it is not hard to discover. That a personal Antichrist 
was to be expected, had its importance to Christianity at 
that time only so far as the end of all things was not 
immediately impending, this being proved by his appear­
ance not having yet taken place. It is with this signi­
ficance that St. Paul alludes to it, in order to obviate 
misconceptions as to the approaching and instant end of 
the world. But our apostle follows an altogether different 
line, having a different end in view : it is his purpose to 
show not the distance, but the nearness of the world's 
consummation ; and therefore he could not make prominent 
what was yet to take place, but must point out that all '/w,d 
taken place which was previously to take place. Hence 
he says nothing about the concentration of evil still in the 
future, but dwells on the fact that the antichrists already 
existing foreannounce that highest climax. Prominence 
given to Antichrist as one person might well have produced 
a relaxing effect : there is time enough to be in deep 
earnest about perfect holiness until we see him come. But 
the conclusion, that T() µ,vuT1ptov T'Y}t; ao,,c{ai; ~01J Evepryei­
Tat, is a strong exhortation to the utmost possible holy 
earnestness. Now, as the apostle must, according to the 
design of this Epistle, have felt himself moved to give pro-
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minence to this latter aspect, so it is in harmony with his 
general habit, instead of placing the final consummation of 
the evil in contrast with its present imperfectness, rather 
to place in a strong light the germs of that consummation 
already appearing in the present. Thus we find it in his 
Gospel, and with specific reference to the final judgment. 
When our Lord, in eh. V. 25, says, EP'X,€Ta£ wpa ,ca';, 1/1)1/ EUT£ 

OT£ ol V(;ICpo';, alCOVUOVTa£ T~~ i/Jwv~~ TOV viov TOV Ehov ,ca';, 

t,1uo11Ta£, He by no means refers only to the bodily raising 
of the dead which He accomplished during His life, but to 
the internal judgment which already takes place in virtue 
of His manifestation. So also when, in eh. iii. 17 seq., He 
makes it emphatic that the unbeliever is not to be judged 
first when he stands before the bar, but that he is already 
because of his unbelief condemned. 

The apostle terms the great enemy of the Lord and His 
principle aVTl'X,PtUTo~. Now it is certain that in the earlier 
classical Greek most compounds with avTt signify not 
merely an opponent of the idea contained in the simple 
noun, but such an opponent as would fain make himself 
also what the simple noun means, and be so termed him­
self. 'Avn/3aui)I.Ev~ is not the enemy of a king, but a 
king who declares himself the enemy of another king; 
avn,raAatuT~~ is not the opponent of a wrestler, but a 
wrestler who contests the place of another wrestler. 
Accordingly, a11Ttxpt<TTO~ would not be a mere enemy of 
Christ, but such an opponent as himself claims to take the 
place of Christ. Thus the term a11Ttxpt<TTO~ would be an 
equivalent of the y-Evooxpt<TT0£ of whom the Lord speaks 
in Matt. xxiv.; and it would be in strict accordance with 
this that in 2 Thess. ii. the man of sin puts himself in the 
temple of God, that he might be worshipped. in the place 
of God, or, as we should say here, in the place of Christ. 
But if this applies very well to the one personal Antichrist, 
it does not apply to the many antichrists of whom St. John 
here speaks. These, so far as we know, never made pre­
tension to be honoured equally with Christ; nor does the 
mark of the anti-Christian spirit, which is laid down in 
ver. 22 and eh. iv. 3, agree with it, for that was only the 



118 TIIE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. JOIIX. 

denial of Christ, and therefore enmity to His person. Now 
the nsa[Te above referred to does not hinder our taking 

" al/'rtxpicrTor; also in its wider meaning of an opponent of 
Christ; for that usage refers only to substantives, and 
there is no reason why avTtxpicrTor; should not be taken as 
an adjective. Thus, as avTi0upor; means that which is over 
against the door, so would avTtx,ptuTor:; mean anti-Christian, 
that which is set in opposition to Christ. In precisely the 
sa□e way is avn/3ap/3apor; constructed. 

That the name Antichrist occurs only in St. John has this 
ground, that this apostle regards him specifically as the 
opponent of Christ, as is seen in eh. iv. 3, 2 John 7, 
apvOVJ,1,EVO<; 'l'TJITOUV XptlTTOV EA'TJAU0oTa EV uapKt, while St. 
J>aul emphasizes his enmity against everything divine, and 
more general names, such as av0pr,nror; Tijr; aµ,ap-r[ar;, sug­
gested themselves more obviously to him. In fact, these are 
only diverse aspects of the same thing differently presented 
here and there. St. John's description helps us, moreover, 
in the examination of the course of thought in onr passage. 
In what preceded, the exhortation was to preserve them­
selves unspotted from the world as the general sum and 
substance of the spirit contrary to God; here, the apostle, 
proceeds onward to a warning against the specific embodi­
ment of the Kouµor; in anti-Christianity. The beast has 
become one with the pseudo-prophecy. 

Concerning the coming of Antichrist,-and after what 
has been said, we must think here of the personal Anti­
christ,-the church had already heard. But from whom? 
It has been usual to refer at once to the passage in the 
Thessalonians so often quoted. But though it is not 
improbable that, at the time when St. John wrote, that 
Epistle had already found its way into Asia Minor, yet this 
allusion is rendered doubtful by the consideration that in 
such a case the apostle would have kept closer to the 
Pauline expression. Still less tolerable is the reference to 
Daniel; for the figure the prophet draws of the man of sin 
traces other features than those which here come into v.iew. 
Thus we are led to assume that the words point to certain 
instructions given by St. John himself or by other teachers 
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to the churches concerning the eschatological discourses 
of Christ, and especially those about the ,[reuooxptUTOl 

and ,[reu001Tpo<pijTat in Matt. xxiv. They had heard that 
Antichrist cometh ; and by the previous words, iuxaT'TJ tJpa 

ea-Ttv, as well as by the matter itself, it had been more closely 
defined that he would appear in the last age. At the 
same time, then, that they knew the coming of Antichrist, 
and indeed his coming €V euxaT'[l //Jpq,, they also see Ka~ 

vvv many antichrists : the teat refers to the congruence of 
the then present time with the time for which the Anti­
christ was presented prominently to their view. And since 
there were so many of them already, this was all the more 
plain an indication that the last hour had actually struck; 
that the anti-Christian principle had already attained to 
its mighty energy. For the rest, we have probably in the 
words of the apostle a subtle indication of the fact that he 

. did not in the 'IT'OA.AOt', avnxpta-Tot', already contemplate 
the one Antichrist, but only the preparation for his appear­
ance. If he had meant the former, he would have used 
some such words as f/1COIJG'aT€, ()Tt o dvTtxptUTO', epx€Tat, 

vvv oe Kal 7T"OAAol dvTtxpirnot ryEryovaaw,-that is, in the 
many the prophecy was abundantly fulfilled-not one alone, 
but many had appeared. But inasmuch as he does not 
admit into his words this intensifying sense, he points to 
the idea that the many anticbrists were not an intensifica­
tion, but rather a diminution of the one Antichrist. 

VERSE 19. 
'Et: • ~ '1:~,0 ,,. ' ' ' .. 't: ' ~ ' ' ,. ._ 'Y]µwv E,.-1J"- ov, a"'"' OUK 17uav E,; 17µwv· Ei 7ap 1I uav 

Jg ~µwv, fUµEv~K€tG'aV llv µE0' ~µwv· a:X.:X.' Z'va cpavEpw0wutv, 

OT£ OUIC Elcrl mtVT€', ig ~µwv. 
The warning to Christians to be on their guard against 

this enemy was all the more needful, because the antichrists 
came forth from the bosom of the church itself: on the one 
hand, it is evident how these Christians might themselves 
be entangled in their corruption ; and on the other band, 
their earlier connection with these men suggested the 
danger of their being willing to remain in fellowship with 
them notwithstanding their anti-Christian spirit. There is 
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a peculiarly painful feeling breathed in the words of this 
nineteenth verse. If to any men the apostle's appeal in 
eh. iv. 16 applied, that they were not to be prayed for, 
it might appear that these antichrists were the people. 
Nevertheless, he manifestly looks upon them with sorrow­
ful sympathy, with the same sympathy which we observe 
in our Lord when He remembers in His high-priestly 
prayer the vlo,; Tij,; a7f(IJAEla,;. The antichrists, like Judas 
their type, had once been in another relation to the church 
of Christ : ;g ~µCw leiiMav. This may be understood in 
the sense of exierunt, but also in the sense of prodierunt ; 
either that they left us, or that they sprang up in our midst. 
The former view is distinctly opposed by the following 
aXXa. It would be an illogical thought that they have 
separated from us, but they were not of us : we should 
have expected in that case a 7<ip. This conjunctive 
requires us to take e~X0av, as in Acts xv. 2 4, in the 
sense of origination : p1·odieriint a nobis. They have 
indeed gone out from among us, they stand in historical 
connection with us, but ou" ~o-av Eg ~µwv ; inwardly they 
have always been estranged from us; for if they ever 
had belonged to us, they would not have been able to 
leave us. He who goes back into the world has never 
perfectly broken with the world. It follows from what is 
said here, that not the denial, but the renunciation of 
Christianity is the essential nature of Antichrist : the light 
has come upon him, has tour.bed him, but ~ uKoT{a ou 

,caT€A.a/3Ev auTo. With a brachylogical turn the apostle 
t"\"\,r/ At. 0,.. rl , ,, , 'f:' ... goes on : a"'"' wa .,,avEpw wui on ou,c E£U£ 7ravTE<; e5 T}µwv. 

The ciXM is most easily supplemented by TauTa "ff"/Ovev; 

and this aXX' lva is not unusual with St. John: compare 
John xiii. 18, xv. 25; but not John xiv. 31, where the 
close of the verse E"fe{p1;0-0e K.T.A.. is not to be separated 
from the preceding, as in the Text. rec., by a point, but 
forms the main sentence belonging to aXM. The apostle 
says that it was the divine purpose that the anti-Christian 
spirit which clung to the church should in the course of 
time be revealed, should be made known as such, and thus 
the congregation be cleansed from it. The divine purpose is 
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represented as seen only in the rf,avt,pw0ijvai, and not in 
the existence of the anti-Christian element itself. Pre­
destinarian theories can be no more extracted from the 
sentence than they can be refuted by it ; for, in fact, such 
questions are altogether out of the scope of the passage. 
The presentation of the design is here entirely the same as 
in the words of the psalmist (Ps. li. 6) : 'l'.1'~¥ ":J'tV.~ V'!_~ 

~~~~-?- n~lJ:1 ':J~,?,;~ i'~~T;I iP???- David there does not by any 
means attribute his being evil to any determination of 
God, but the doing of sin, the expression of his interior 
evil The meaning is, that if I had not fallen into any of 
these courses of wickeuness, and Thou hadst nevertheless 
punished me, that would have been perfectly righteous ; 
for only the expressions of my evil nature would have been 
wanting, because the opportunity was wanting; myself 
would then have been as evil as I am now. Ilut my 
punishment would then have had the semblance of injustice, 
because my sin would have been perfectly known only to 
myself, and not to another. But now hast Thou let me 
fall into dreadful guilt, Thou hast let my heart's evil be 
brought to light, that Thy judgment might be seen to be 
righteous. Thus, in the psalmist's words, not the being 
evil, but the manifestation of the evil was brought into act 
by God. So it is also here. It is not regarded as God's 
work that the antichrists were such as they were, but they 
unfolded their character as such; that the mask was with­
drawn, and thus they were proved never to have belonged 
to the church. Thus the divine purpose in this clause 
refers not to the ov,c J~ 17µ,wv nuav, but to their manifest 
appearance and exhibition as antichrists, ver. 18. Formally, 
indeed, the telic clause is not constructed with exactness: 
the 7rav-re~ is embarrassing. The author does not mean to 
say that not all anti-Christians are Jg 17µwv: that would 
have been awkward, as they certainly are all of them not 
EE 17µ,wv; but that these anti-Christian elements demonstrate 
that not all Christians are iE 17µ,wv. The two ideas that 
all the antichrists are not, and that Christians are not all, 
belonging to the Christian church, are packed together into 
one, as often happens in ordinary phrase. Here it is with 
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ease explained if we assume that St. John, like St. Paul; 
was in the habit of dictating his Epistles. 

VERSE 20. 

What the apostle now suddenly says of the -x,p{qµ,a, of 
Christians seems to be in no immediate connection with 
what precedes. For if we should suppose the intention to 
be that of setting the true nature of Christians in contrast 
with that of the antichrists, we should expect the con­
junction oi instead of ,ea,{. It is obvious that the thought 
entering the context with ver. 20, that the Christian church 
possesses the -x,p{uµa and knows all things, is not a subor­
dinate one, but introduces the whole of the ensuing disserta­
tion. It will therefore be necessary to examine if we can 
find an element in the following context for which ver. 2 0 
will be the simple preparation, and which in itself stands 
in organic connection with the statements made concerning 
the antichrists. The last idea prominently in our minds 
was that these antichrists had not remained in the church, 
but had separated from it. Now, that would obviously 
suggest the same exhortation or appeal which Christ uttered 
when, John vi. 66, many went no longer with Him: µ~ 
,cat vµEZr; 0b,E-rE v'TT'd,yew,-to wit, that at least the remainder 
are and will be faithful to the Lord's fellowship. And this 
idea of the p,Eveiv ev aimjJ is palpably the very nerve of the 
entire remainder of the chapter. In ver. 24 it comes for­
ward in all its strength and emphasis ; in ver. 2 7 it is 
taken up again. The whole section is concerned with 
exhortation to Christians to keep themselves apart from 
the world ; this is then rendered more specific as a re­
quirement to guard themselves against antichrists, for the 
sin of Christian men leads immediately not only to the 
unchristian, but also to the anti-Christian spirit and life. 
But, as the essence of the spirit of the antichrists is 
apostasy or infidelity, the negative injunction to be on 
guard against them slides naturally round into the positive 
one of maintaining their faithfulness. He, however, who 
would maintain his fidelity must before all things know 
what that infidelity is by which faithfulness is wouuded. 
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This is the lie; every lie greater or less. Such knowledge 
the readers have, the apostle tells them in vers. 20, 21, in 
virtue of the anointing of which they have been made 
partakers. The last words of ver. 21, 7rav "tfvoo,; ov,c 
l1aTtv e,c T~,; d:A.ri0,da,;, form the pith of the verses before us, 
vers. 20, 21: for the sake of them these were written, and 
they themselves, on the other hand, form a point of con­
nection with what ensues. Thus we gain tlie following 
train of thought .. Ye see the antichrists, whose principle 
is infidelity, acting out their nature (vers. 18, 19). Ye know 
further (our resolution of the order takes away any tempta­
tion to assign to the ,cat of the beginning of ver. 2 0 an 
adversative meaning; it rather introduces an actual and 
simple progression), in virtue of the anointing which ye 
have, that 7rav ,ft'€vOo,; excludes from the kingdom of Goel 
the lie in any and every form, because it (ver. 21) is in 
the issue always a denial and renunciation of the Son of 
God. Ye, then, who are by the supposition of your anoint­
ing in a satisfactory condition to discern anti-Christian error, 
will assuredly avoid that error and approve your fidelity. 
Thus the whole section is ·lightened up, and vindicates for 
itself a simple but sure and orderly course of thought. 
The passage from ver. 20 to ver. 23 thus primarily indicates 
that the Christian church is in a position to discern and 
detect anti-Christian error down to its most subtle ramifi-
cation. This it is by virtue of the XP{,:;µa a'TrO 'TOV arylov. 

VERSE 20. 

Kal VfJ,€18 xpfuµ,a €XETE d1ro TOV arytou, Kal oZOaTE '11'aVTa. 
This idea rests of course upon the ceremony of anointing, 

everywhere so common in the Old Testament. It is well 
known that in Hebrew the word is rendered in two ways, 
by '!J~O and by n~: the former signifies always merely 
outward anointing, and for common uses ; the latter is the 
unction as a symbol of religious consecration. So also the 
Septuagint has two words to reproduce the two Hebrew 
terms respectively, aJ"A.e[<fmv and xpte,v. It is generally 
said that the former corresponds always to the ;,10, and the 
latter to the n;;9. This is certainly not exact, nor is it 
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absolutely and at all points borne out by an induction of 
instances. For, although we may not lay much stress on 
the fact that in Ezek. xvi 9 :J~C is translated by x,pleiv, 
inasmuch as the translator might there have had in his 
mind a religious anointing, we find, on the one hand, 
aXeL<fmv used in Ex. xl 15 of religious anointing, and, on 
the other, xpleiv used in 2 Sam. i. 21 of the anointing of a 
shield for the sake of greater smoothness, and thus without 
any concomitant religious idea (the similar anointing of the 
shield in Isa. xxi. 5 is ETotµa,eiv) ; as also classical Greek 
uses JXetcf,eiv and xplew promiscuously and interchangeably. 
Appeal may be made to Ex. xl. 15, and it may be said that 
there the translator had in view only the external act of 
anointing; but when we find in the same verse, and con­
cerning the same anointing, xpteiv afterwards employed, it 
is very obvious to infer that the distinction observed in the 
Hebrew is not carried out thoroughly by the translation. 
But, notwithstanding these individual exceptions, it remains 
true that on the whole XP{eiv is used for religious anointing 
as such. 

As to the substantives depending on the verb, XP{uµa is 
the only one used in the New Testament, and there only 
three times in this Epistle : the Septuagint has in connection 
with it xptui<; also. These last, however, have not quite 
the same signification: eXatov xpi'ueoor; is the oil with which 
I anoint; eXaiov xpfuµaTo<;, the oil with which I am anointed. 
Xpluµa, absolutely used, thus signifies ( compare with our 
passage Ex. XXX. 25, eXatov xpluµ,a aryiov) that with which 
we are anointed, or the oil of anointing. 

If we pass from the application of the word to the mean­
ing of the symbol, we are met by the expositors who point 
for the explanation of our passage to 1 Pet. ii. 9, {:JauiXetov 
lepaTwµa, e0vo<; /lrytov tUT€, as if the XP{uµa signified the 
dignity and elevation of the Christian estate. But this ex­
position does not accord with the train of thought. How 
should the apostle, without any point of connection, without 
any bearing on what precedes or what follows, make such 
an allusion as this ? Moreover, it is plain that, according 
to the close of this verse, the knowledge of the truth is the 
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subject treated of. Then it was neither the priestly nor 
the kingly, but the prophetic vocation of Christians that 
was involved; and the prophetic vocation is precisely that 
which could not be distinguished by the term x,pl'1'µa. 
For, in the Old Testament, while priests and kings were 
anointed, prophets were not anointed. We find indeed the 
word once in 1 Kings xix. 16, where Elisha's institution to 
the prophetic office is referred to. But when we observe 
that in the succeeding very full narrative of the calling of 
Elisha, not a syllable of allusion to anointing occurs, and 
when we bear in mind that nowhere else and under no 
circumstances do we hear of prophets being anointed, we 
shall be disposed to prefer explaining the n~r~ in the cited 
passage as a breviloquence, or summary way of describing. 
The Lord commands that two kings be anointed, and thus 
consecrated to their office ; when Elisha is mentioned, we 
have to eliminate from the anointing its peculiar idea of 
consecration and take that alone, understanding the expres­
sion as figurative. This one passage being cleared away, 
we have no shadow of right to refer the x,pt'1'µa of this 
verse to the prophetic dignity or position of Christians. 

We must rather make our starting-point the fact, that in 
the Old Testament not only persons, but things also-for 
instance, altars-were anointed. This, together with the 
connection which the Pentateuch loves to establish between 
anointing and a1uftctv, shows that the anointing generally 
signifies the separation from profane or common to religious 
use. Accordingly the exposition will need to be modified 
by the thought that the anointing signifies the reception of 
the Holy Ghost. Certainly, in Isa. lxi. 1 this element is 
expressly declared ; but it is obvious that neither altars nor 
vessels might receive the Spirit. This symbol was the 
preparation for the feasts; the oil pertained to the expres­
sion of festal and elevated feeling ; hence in times of 
lamentation it was omitted. It is in such a meaning that 
the idea occurs in Matt. vi. 17. As a result of this, every­
thing was anointed which was brought out of the profane 
and common world into fellowship with God. The funda­
mental meaning of the unction is that an object is withdrawn 
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from the domain of creaturely life, and is supposed to enter 
into sacred relation with God. At the stone which Jacob 
anointed, the Supreme revealed Himself to him ; and it was 
marked out by him with oil as the place of that manifesta­
tion. The anointed altar was thereby declared to be a 
sacred spot at which God would enter into union with men, 
and place them through sacrifice in union with Himself. 

Now, if persons are anointed, or separated from profane 
life to the service and to the revelation of God, that must 
assuredly take place through this, that the Holy Spirit of 
God works in them; and in such cases the anointing was 
the symbol of the impartation of the Spirit ; but it is such 
only as a consequence of the fundamental idea of separa­
tion from common use; the fundamental meaning is always 
the same ; and xptEw is thus the symbolical expression for 
a,yuitEiv. And in this passage of ours, that expression is 
to be understood as taken precisely in this sense. Un­
doubtedly, of course, the 'X.Ptap,a, is here used for the 
reception of the Holy Ghost; for the ElOEva£ 'TrllVTa, Eloevai 
T~v aA:r0Eiav, the derivation of the anointing unction from 
the Holy One, the resulting µev€£V ev atiTp,-all this, too 
surely to leave any doubt, reminds us of the Lord's expla­
nation touching the Paraclete whom He would send, whose 
office would be 001J,Y€tV d~ 'TraCTav T~V aX10Eiav, John 
xvi. 13, whose proceeding from the Father and the Son is 
there taught, and who is the bond of the µhew ev auT~';J. 

But, on the other hand, all that does not make it clear 
why St. John should describe the Holy Ghost precisely 
here as XPtCTµa; for the mere similarity of sound between 
it and avT(xpiuTo~ would be, after all, an altogether too 
external reason. 

It is quite otherwise if we firmly hold fast the idea that 
separation from • the profane is the real meaning of the 
symbol. The apostle is speaking pre-eminently of the 
separation of Christians from the world, especially from 
the world in its most perilous form as anti-Christianity. 
That separation was already accomplished in the church ; 
through their participation in the Spirit they had been set 
apart from everything ungodly and opposed to God ; and 
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this significance of the bestowment of the Holy Ghost He 
imprints on their souls by the descriptive xp,uµa. This 
separation was given them as their portion chro -rov a1lov. 
When we observe that the x,pluµa is to form the antithesis 
to the anti-Christian spirit, and therefore to the renunciation 
of Christ, not of the Father, we shall see fit to understand 
the /J.1rnc; here of the Son and not of the Father. He 
who Himself was indeed in the world, but yet not of the 
world, has also defended His own that they should not be 
mingled again with the world, John xvii. 16 seq. The 
whole contents of the high-priestly prayer generally gives 
sufficient confirmation of the truth of this exposition. 
What is here figuratively expressed by the x,ptuµa is there 
expressed by the literal a.1uitEiv. And as here the being 
released out of the lie through the knowing of the truth is 
regarded as the matter of the x,p{uµa, so there the aX/i0mi 

is the sphere in which the anointed are ~'Ytauµl.vot. 

VEUSE 21. 

0 , " "''" ~ ,.. rl , ,,~ \ '"'\. '0 '"\ "\ ' VIC E"fpay a vµtv OT£ OV/C oioaTE 'T'YJV al\,11 €tau, lll\,/\, 

,, ,,~ , ' ' ,, ... "''"' ,.. ~ ' ... '"\ 0 , 

on otoaTE aV'T'YJV, ,cat OT£ '1T'av 'f' evoo<; EK TYJ<; aA'Y) eta<; 
, ,, 

OVIC EUTt. 

:For it is not only as matter of fact that the church, 
through the anointing of the Spirit, is severed from the 
world to God : it is such also theoretically and in point of 
knowledge. They know through the Spirit's power how to 
distinguish truth itself from error: oroaTE '1T'UVTa, the apostle 
adds. And what is first as to the form laid down as 7ravTa, 

is now as to the matter defined as aX/i0eia: the latter is 
the concrete substance of the 7ravTa; it gives the quality 
and meaning of the eioiva,, as 7ravTa gives its range and 
comprehension. When studying eh. i. 6 we recognised the 
aX/i0eia to mean the collective fulness of all real being 
which dwells in God, as the 7T'°A.rypwµa -rov 7ravTa lv 7rauw 

7T'A'TJpovµlvov. So it is here; because Christians have the 
x,ptuµa, and are brought over out of the world into the 
fellowship of God and His kingdom, therefore they also 
have a certain knowledge of all things that are in that 
divine kingdom and have to do with it; they know the 
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fulness of its possessions, with the powers and energies that 
work in it ; and all this together is the aA170eia. And 
indeed they know all things, and therefore 'tra1Jav 'T1JV 
aA.~Oetav ; because in the Spirit of God, whom they possess, 
all this fulness lies enfolded and hid ; the possession of 
Him, therefore, includes, although ever so potentially alone, 
the whole compass of this knowledge. 

But the eioevat 7ravTa has another side to it, and that is 
found in the close of the verse, Kai O'Tt 'trO.V ,[revoo~ €/C 'Tij~ 
llA.'TJ0eta~ OUK l1J'TtV. The ,cat, on adjoins, that is, as is 
fully acknowledged by expositors, the matter of the follow­
ing clause as a second and co-ordinate element in the 
knowledge of the truth. The first assertion, that Christians 
know the truth, is related to the second or new one, that 
they know also the incompatibility of every lie with that 
truth, just in the same way as the proposition, God is light, 
eh. i. 5, is related to the proposition that in Him is no 
darkness at all. The eloevat 7rav'Ta includes a knowledge 
of the lie, which is here simply the knowledge concerning 
the absolute contrariety between it and the truth. Since 
there is such a thing as the lie, that is, seeming existence, 
to which all true and deep reality is wanting because it is 
sundered from God, the source and substance of the tCiJ'IJ, 
therefore as well God as the man enlightened by God must 
take it up into consciousness as fact, though only as 
absolutely denying and rejecting it . 

.And this absolute negation of the lie it is which receives 
here the emphasis: the whole weight of the sentence rests 
upon the 'trav ,[revoo~. The eloevat 1rav'Ta is mentioned 
only in order to show that Christians are supposed in every 
particular case to know the difference between truth and 
lie; their knowing of the whole is to demonstrate that 
every part of the whole also lies in the sphere of their 
knowledge. The apostle's meaning is, that, let the lie 
sbow itself in what form it may, in great things or in 
small, in every instance ye know it as lie as certainly as 
ye know that ye are for ever separated from it. 

Yet it is not the fact in itself that the apostle declares 
in ver, 21, that Christians know everything, and can dis-
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tinguish the lie as lie ; but his firm conviction of that fact, 
from which conviction and for the sake of which conviction 
generally he writes this Epistle, lrypa,fra vµ'iv 8n ot8aTe,­
that is, by reason of this your knowledge, prompted by 
it, I have written. It is the very same kind of declaration 
as we found, vers. 13c, 14, in the beginning of this section. 
As in this passage eloevat 7raV"ra corresponds to lryvr,ucevat 

TbV 7raTepa in that, as elUvat C>Tt 7rav ,frcvOo<; OU/C €UT£V €IC 

T7J<; a),.710elar; in this passage corresponds to the vEvt,c71,ce vat 

TOV 7rOV7Jpov in that, so also the erypa,fra in our present 
verse reproduces the same word in the former. In both 
cases the preterite or aorist refers back to the internal 
conception of the letter as a whole, the apostle speaking of 
that as of an historical fact preceding the actual external 
accomplishment of the purpose in writing ; in both we 
might translate without impropriety, " I have brought 
myself to write." And in fact we may find good reason 
if we seek it for the reminder concerning the apostle's 
presupposition in writing the Epistle: .as in the beginning 
of the section, so in this passage especially, the motive is 
obvious. The subject is the absolute and total turning 
away from the ,couµor;: but this presumes that already a 
separation of the readers from the world has taken place ; 
were that not the case, were the preliminaries for that now 
to be arranged, the apostle would have had to write in a 
very different way ; something after the manner of St. Paul, 
in the first part of his Roman Epistle, concerning sin and 
its power of corruption and ruin. But he who would ex­
hort to µevetv ev Trj, <f,wTt, must presuppose an Elva, ev np 
<f,wTl in those whom he exhorts. And in our passage par­
ticularly he would warn the church against every the least 
contact with the antichrists. But that presupposes in them 
the ability to detect the anti-Christian nature even in its 
most subtle expressions and ramifications (7rav ,frEvoo,;). 

VERSE 22. 

T I ' f "'"" , , ' ' , I ,, 'I ~ ' £<; €1TTtV O 't' €VITT'TJ<;, €£ µ7J O apvovµevo<; 07"£ 1JUOU<; OUK 
,, , X , ,,. I ' ' ' ' ' ' I €1TT£V O ptlTTO<; j OVTO<; €1TTW O QVT£'X,PtUTO<;, 0 apvouµevo,; 
' ' ' ' ,, TOV '7raTepa /Cat TOV vwv. 

1 JOHN, I 
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The proposition, that 7rav ,[,-€uoo,; J,c 'T~<; a°Jl.'1J0eta,; ou/C 

Eunv, seems at the first glance to be so perfectly clear and 
self-evidencing, that it needs at the utmost only to be 
expressed for the sake of logical completeness. But, how­
ever plain it may be to the theoretic consciousness, it very 
little governs the practical. With Christians in general, 
sin can be possible only through their forgetting that every, 
even the slightest lie (understood in St. John's full meaning), 
excludes from the truth. And how solemn is that asser­
tion ! It follows from it that 7rav ,[,-€uoo,; leads directly 
into fellowship with the antichrist nature. This is the 
consequence which is deduced in ver. 22. All depends here 
upon rightly understanding the article in the clause T{<; 

€<T'Ttv o ,[,-EV<T'T'TJ', ; the parallelism with the o avTlXPt<T'TO<; 

in this second part of the verse would suggest at once that 
we must interpret this of the Antichrist himself, and to 
translate the article as meaning: who is the one true arch­
liar ? But this yields a very loose connection with what 
precedes. Hence it commends itself that we refer back 
the o ,[,-duT'TJ<; simply to the last words of ver. 21, and 
place o ,[,-EV<T'T'T]<; in correlation with the 'TraV ,Jrevoo<;, In 
what precedes, every lie was declared to bear witness that 
the aX~Be,a has no place in the man who is the subject of 
it. That leads then further to the question: who makes 
himself thus partaker of such ,[,-efioo,? what is his spirit 
and nature, that it bears in itself such fearful consequences? 
The answer is : that is the liar,-the article thus indicates 
the liar as the person spoken of just before,-and his nature 
is that he does not acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. In 
the assertory form the proposition would run, ou,c eu'Ttv 

,JrevCTT'TJ<; el µ,i] K.'T.X. 

The interrogative form is adopted in order to indicate to 
the reader that the proposition concerned is one self-under­
stood, resting upon the fact of his own consciousness, about 
which there can be no contest or doubt. The nature and 
moving principle of every lie ( 7rav ,jrevooi;, ver. 21) is here 
declared. It is constituted by the strong apve'iu0ai : that 
is more than mere denying; it rather expresses that the 
denial is based on the ground of opposed and better con-
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viction. vVe may compare John i. 20, where it is said of 
the Baptist, wµ,0Xo,y11uev Ka~ 01/IC ~pv~uaro,-that is, he gave 
to the truth, well known by him, its full honour. Thus 
the repudiation of Jesus as the Christ is the essence of 
every lie. 

Two questions here emerge. One is, how far this may 
be regarded as the fundamental nature of the lie ; and 
the other, how far this may be even accounted as 
equal to the only lie (el µ~)- The former question 
is easily answered. If Jesus, to wit, is the truth, and 
that simply because He is the Messiah who was anointed 
by God with the Spirit without measure, then the denial 
of His Messiahship is not only the turning away from 
a truth, but a break with all truth; for He is the con­
centration of all truth, which is one with Him, and 
there is no other method of reaching the truth than 
He. But the other question is more difficult, as to this 
being the only lie; since even with the acknowledgment 
of the Messiahship of Jesus we may conceive many other 
falsehoods as to other regions of truth to be bound up. 
But that is only a false conception, and it seems so only 
so long as we think of a merely intellectual or theoretical 
acknowledgment of the Lord; which is never the case with 
St. John, who in ver. 14 connects the €,YVOJ/Cevai 'TDV Beov 

immediately with the vucav rov 'TT"OV'f/pov. As soon as we 
regard the confession of Christ as the power of spiritual 
life, which is supposed to sway the whole of man's being, 
it is natural to behold every lie, 'fTO,V yevoo<;, any kind of 
fellowship with the ungodly, as a removal from Christ, a 
renunciation of Him as the Messiah,-that is, of Him who 
has the XPtuµ,a ov,c i« µhpou, the full and perfect truth. 
As certainly as the slightest obliquity in the circumference 
of a circle causes the circle to be a circle no longer, dis­
turbing the equal supremacy of the centre, so the slightest 
lie is a disturbance of the supremacy of Christ. 

Every lie, be it fashioned however it may, has in its 
essence the denial of the Son of God. Hence, therefore­
and that is the next proposition of the apostle-every lie 
is a direct participation in the antichrist nature ; for the 
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apveiu0ai on 'l71uov, lunv o Xpt<TTO, is the distinctive 
mark or token of Antichrist. '0 ,Jrev<TTTJ,, that is, accord­
ing to the explanation now given, every one who enters 
into fellowship with the lie, denies Christ ; and thus the 
lie and the antichrist nature, and the liar and Antichrist, 
are one and the same. And, in order more vigorously to 
emphasize this identity of the two, the apostle repeats after 
the orn6, €<TTtV o avTlXPt<TTO<;, once more in the form of an 
apposition, the element in common between the ,f,-evuT7JV 

.. dh'' .. dtht"'' I etvai an t e avnxpurTov ewai : an a 1s, o apvovµ,evo, 
' ' \ \ " TOV 'TT'aTepa "at TOV VtoV. 

Now, it is undeniable that the proposition, which we 
have thus derived from the whole, is of so extremely severe 
a character that it sounds almost repulsive. But it is 
equally clear that it thus presents the most urgent reason 
which the exhortation conld bring forward in favour of 
utter severance from the Antichrist: he who in the least 
degree recedes from the a'A10eia falls away from fellowship 
with Christ, has denied Christ Himself, and has become a 
member of Antichrist. Now this, even apart from the 
stringency of the context, is a doctrine precisely conform­
able to the whole Johannaean view of things. There is no 
apostle who to the same extent, and with the same con­
sistency, carries out the total severance between the world 
and the kingdom of God. The third chapter will give us 
occasion to bring forward abundant evidence of this. 
Commonly those men only are called antichrists who have 
openly displayed the sentiment of opposition to Christ, and 
in whom this sentiment rules the entire life. But here it 
is amply shown that every ,Jrevoo, involves this principle, 
and therefore internally makes men into antichrists, and 
the weight of the propositions asserted so peremptorily by 
the apostle is much augmented by the total absence of 
conjunctions: neither does a ryap unite the first half of the 
verse with the twenty-first, nor does a oe connect the 
second half with the first. The sentences fall on the 
reader's soul like notes of the trun~pet. Without cement, 
and therefore all the more ruggedly clasping each other, they 
are like a cyclopaean wall 
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VERSE 23. 

n "" t , I \ r\ )(:',,\ \ I V t 
a,;' 0 apvovµ,EVO'i' 'TOV VlOV, OUOE 'TOV 7ra'T'Epa EXEi' 0 

oµ.o'/,,.O"{WV 'TOV view, /Cat TOV 7ra7epa EX,€£· 
At the end of ver. 22 the apostle brought forward a new 

point, which has not in what precedes been demonstrated: 
the declaration, namely, that the -Antichrist denied not only 
the Son, but the Father also. The twenty-third verse takes 
this up again with emphasis, in order that a due considera­
tion may establish it as truth. Now, if no man hath ever 
seen God nor can see Him, but He is declared only by His 
only-begotten Son, it follows that he of necessity loses the 
knowledge of the Father who rejects the way in which 
alone it can be found. If Christ as the /ma{rya<Tµ.a of the 
Father is equally with the Father the truth, it follows that 
he who has not the One cannot have the Other: else would 
he at once have and not have the truth. But that the 
Recleemer is not here, any more than at the close of the 
previous verse, called Xpt<Tro,;-, but vi6,;-, has its simple 
reason in the fact that He is placed in direct relation to the 
Father. At the same time, the choice of both terms points 
to the absolute and necessary unity and mutual indwelling 
of the· Two, which affects that no man can be partaker of 
the One without being partaker of the Other. And because 
this is an internal necessity, it holds good in eve1y par­
ticular case of error : 7ra,i; a apvouµ.evo,;- declares that even 
the members of the church fall under the condemnation of 
this sentence if they in any measure become confederates 
of the lie. Yet this most solemn declaration has also its 
bright converse. That lies in the second half of the verse: 
o oµ,oAO"{WV 'TOIi viov /Cat 'T'OV 7raTepa exet. Manifestly the 
oµ.o'/,,.orye'iv is the antithesis of the apve'i<T8ai in the previous 
verse; but, instead of the more diffuse on 'I,,,<Tou,;- e<TTtv 

a Xpt<T'TD'i' or o vio,;- TOU Beov, the simple 'TOIi viov is ap­
pended. For he who sees not in Jesus the Son of God, does 
not acknowledge another being as such, but denies generally 
the existence of the Son of God. No man who has ever 
contended against the Christology of Christian doctrine has 
ever accepted the Christian doctrine of the Trinity. 
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VERSE 24. 
'T ,.. ~ A ' ~ ' 'I , ,.. , ~ ,.. , 'E ' µ,Et<; OVV O 'f}KOVUaTE a'TT' apxrJ<;, EV vµ,tv µ,EVETW. av 

, r ,.. 1 ., , , , ,., , I \ t ,.. , ,., r '"' 

EV vµ,LV µELV'f} 0 a'TT' a,pxrJ<; 'f}KOVUaTE, ,cai vµEi<; EV T<p VL'f' 
\ , ""' ' ,.. 

,cai EV T<p 'TT'aTpi µ1;veiTE. 

Thus has the apostle exhibited to the church the activity 
of the antichrists ; he has further appealed to their own 
knowledge of the truth, to the intent that he might win 
from themselves the confession that by any degree of 
departure from the truth they would be drawn into the 
antichrist fellowship. It remains now that he should draw 
the practical conclusion from these premisses: therefore 
guard yourselves against every declension from the truth ; 
or, in its positive form, hold fast that fellowship in which 
ye now safely stand in despite of all the µ1;0ooe{air; Tou 

1rov71pov. The apostle begins by an asyndeton,-for the 
ouv of the Text. rec. must be struck out,-and yet with 
specific notification of the antithesis, by means of the abso­
lute vµ,e,r; that stands first. True, that in the last words 
there is contained no express antithesis to the vµe,r; ; but 
the antithesis is in the sense, inasmuch as the whole of the 
previous discussion treated of the nature of Antichrist. 
Accordingly, the vµ,e'i, is not to be referred to the 71,covuaTe, 

for then the hearing of the readers would seem to be placed 
in an inscrutable contrast with the hearing of others ; but 
it must be referred to the µ,evew of the main sentence, so 
that it is in reality parallel with or equivalent to its e;, 

vµw. That which they had heard they should hold fast : 
the object is given in a general manner, but its concrete 
meaning is preserved to it by the connection, according to 
which the doctrine that Jesus is the Christ is meant. The 
expression occurred before in eh. ii. 7 ; but, instead of the 
general 3 here, the object there was the Xoryo,, the entire 
message of Christ: here His person is in view, there it was 
His work of love ; but both are only diverse sides of the 
same matter. His whole work was the commentary on His 
person; His person was the text of his whole work. 

But in this connection we should expect that an earnest 
and express exhortation would follow to keep themselves 
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from the antichrists, or, putting it positively, to abide in 
the truth. And this abiding in the truth is undoubtedly 
the prevailing motive in all the verses that follow; yet the 
form of commandment is almost altogether absent. More 
than that : human energy generally is kept as much as 
possible in the background. At the outset, indeed, the 
µevfrro has the imperative form ; but the contents of the 
commandment in a very marked manner restrict human 
activity. That which they had heard, which had therefore 
come into them from without, that should abide in them : 
not, that should they suffer it to abide in them, in which 
case the Christians themselves would be the subjects of the 
action. This turn of the thought-which is all the more 
evidently intentional, as the preliminary vµe'i, itself sug­
gested that the church's own activity was coming-is 
intended obviously to refer the µlwew to the meaning and 
substance of the announcement: it was not that the church 
must abide in the word which they had heard, but that 
word abide in them. The same word which had made 
them Christians should keep them such ; the self-activity 
of the brethren recedes entirely into the rear; it has nothing 
to do but to avoid hindering the power of the truth. 
Essentially, therefore, it is just as when the Apostle Paul 
exhorts the Thessalonians, T6 7TVeuµa µ~ u/3evvvTe ; only a 
negative activity, a suffering themselves to be kept, was 
needful on their side. Similarly, in the second half of the 
verse the abiding in God is represented, not as a command­
ment, but as the inevitable and natural result of the pre­
ceding; and, finally, in ver. 2 7 the very necessity of any 
command is expressly precluded. 

Now all this coincides most graciously with the set and 
posture of the whole section. Not only the Christian estate 
of the church in general, but also specifically the abiding of 
the word of God in it (ver. 14), forms the fundamental 
presupposition of it throughout; indeed, their viicav T~v 
7rov11pav was expressly declared to be the result of their 
abiding. Thus the apostle's exhortation is of a more 
negative kind : distnrb not this energy of the truth, guard 
against all interruptions of it; all else will this word, im-
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planted in you, itself accomplish. If this continues in 
them, the result will be-according to the second half of 
the verse-that they will continue in the Son and in the 
Father. This double relation, the µevetv iv aimj, and the 
µeveiv of the word of God iv ~JJ,'iv, occurs also in the 
Gospel: comp. eh. xv. 7, f{J,V µelv71TE EV eµol., Kai, Ta prfµaTli 
µov iv vµ'iv µ,dvy "· T.X. And as the word of Christ is not 
viewed here as a dead letter, but as the bearer and instru­
ment of His Spirit, as pervaded and filled by Him, these 
expressions are parallel also with John xv. 4, 5, where to 
the P,f.VfTE EV eµo{ corresponds the KU!'fW EV vµ'iv. 

Now, that these counterpart expressions are in fact two 
various sides of the same thing, and that at their basis lies 
a real and not merely dialectical distinction, is shown at 
once by the causal relation in which one is here placed to 
the other. But it is rather hard to define the distinction 
sharply, because in the Gospel our abiding in God is ever 
exhibited as prius, while in this passage the order is re­
versed. Let us try to mark the relation of the two expres­
sions discussed by another view, seemingly wide apart from 
this, which, however, only brings before us the figure of 
which this is the reality. Through all the Scriptures of the 
Old and the New Testaments there runs this double aspect 
of the matter, that we on the one hand are the temple of 
God in which He dwells, and that, on the other hand, we 
dwell in God Himself as our temple. In the latter case, 
God is, or His temple, which comes into consideration as the 
sphere of His revelation of His nature, is, the place where 
we find rest and peace, and security and life: thus is ex­
pressed all that we possess in God ; He is here the giver, 
and we the receivers; He is active, and we are passive. 
When, inversely, we are regarded as the temple in which 
God dwells, we are considered ourselves as the objects in 
which God works and as the organs of His will; thus is 
expressed, by what seems a paradox, what He has in us; 
we in this case are the active. Precisely thus is it in the 
terms of our passage, which are only the pure spiritual 
expression of the figurative statements just examined. If 
we abide in God, He is the proper and essential subject, we 
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are parts of His I: out of His fulness we receive all, having 
absolutely no independent life. If He abides in us, we are 
ourselves the proper and real subject, He becomes a part of 
our I, insomuch as in our actions His will comes into effect. 
This will make it plain why in our text the former of these 
two comes first. The beginning of the relation does not lie 
with us, but with God ; the word of Christ, and through 
that word His Spirit, becomes a living power in us, µeve£ 
Jv f,µ'iv ; and the more perfectly the entire Christ enters into 
us, the more perfectly and the more inwardly we are wedded 
to Him on our part, and enter into Him essentially: 
µEvoµev Ev allT,jJ. Such is the actual historical process ; 
we may, however, with propriety invert the order with John 
xv. 4 seq.: there, forsooth, the disciples are regarded as 
already standing in the fellowship of Christ; the words 
,ca0apot la-Te out Tov "A,6ryov µ011, just as in this passage, 
specify the indwelling of the X6ryo,;; in them as the first 
stage of their religion ; but then comes in the µevew iv 
avT<j, as the result, and through this result again the abiding 
of Christ in the disciples is nourished and strengthened. It 
is • permanent and continuous reciprocation : the abiding 
of Christ in men furthers their abiding in Him ; this again 
facilitates the former ; and so it goes on. Did they indeed 
but let the great message of salvation, that Jesus is the 
Christ, and with that message the ruling of Christ Himself 
in our hearts, have its full living development as a power ! 
etiv ev vµ,'iv JJ,€£11'[) () ~ICOtJITaTE : then, indeed, would they be 
secure against any contamination of the antichrist spirit ; 
yea, more than that, fellowship with God would become 
more continuous and perfect, and that as fellowship with 
the Son and the Father. In the twenty-second verse the 
Father was first, here it is the Son. That is not an acci­
dental or indifferent circumstance. The Father preceded 
before, because the apostle there had the last consummation 
in his eye, and would place it before the readers as the goal 
from which the antichrist lie would lead them astray, and 
to which fidelity would surely attain. Here the Son pre­
cedes, because already in Him is the means and the only 
means for attaining that end. 
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VERSE 25. 

Ka), at!T'T} EO"T£V ~ €'1T'a"fY€A{a ~v auTo, €'1T'1J"f'Y€t'°'AaTO ~µiv, 

Ti]V 'WiJV Ti]V alwviov. 
Now at length the apostle may regard his exhibition of 

the truth as completed and closed ; he brings in the con­
clusion when he indicates that the abiding in our Lord is 
the final goal and issue of the whole saving institute of 
Christ. For we must be sure that the ai!TTJ iu the beginning 
of ver. 2 5 refers to this abiding in the Lord,-that is, to 
what goes before, not to what follows. It is indeed not to 
be disputed that, generally speaking, in propositions which 
are constituted like this of ours, St. John is accustomed to 
refer the demonstrative pronoun to what follows; but a 
grammatical necessity it is not, and the sense here forbids 
it. For if the a{,TTJ is referred to the sequel, its meaning 
is the ,wn alwvto, ; and the thought would be, that eternal 
life is the promise given to us. But in that case the 
accusative TiJV ,w11v would be a still greater difficulty than 
it is in the explanation we shall presently give; and, more­
over, the apostle would then introduce into the close of the 
whole period two absolutely new ideas, without the least 
indication of their connection with what precedes. It is 
quite otherwise if we refer ai5-r1] to what goes before: then 
the sw17v alwviov is essentially in apposition with €'1T'WY"fE"'A.{a, 
and put into the accusative only through attraction to 
the relative clause '1 E'TT'1J"fYE1),aµEV. From this, then, we 
derive a meaning as clear as it is appropriate: it is this, 
that the abiding in the Lord forms the contents of the 
promise of eternal life which Christ has given us. It is 
certainly true, again, that the words e'TT'a"fryEX{a and e7rary­
ryi),:X-€w are not generally current in the J ohannaean idiom ; 
and we do not find, in his Gospel, eternal life specified as 
the contents of the J7raryryeX{a of Christ,-that is, in any 
formal expression. It is indeed the goal to which He 
would conduct us, the end that He sets before us ; and in 
this sense is a promise actually running through the whole 
of our Lord's life and teaching. Particularly, there are two 
passages, out of many which treat of eternal life, which 
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here come into consideration. One is in the sixth chapter, 
where Christ exhibits this life as the fruit of faith in Him­
self, vers. 40, 47, 54, while it comes further into view 
as the result of His words in us, comp. ver. 68, p~µaw 
f;w17<; alwv{ou exeii;: precisely as here, in our passage, the 
a,.:oueiv Tov )\.aryov auToii forms the presupposition for that 
abiding in Him which is the substantial meaning of the 
,;(J);, alwvioi;. The second is eh. xvii. 2, 3, where eternal 
life consists in this, that "'f£VW(Tf€(.()Ut <TE TOV µavov aXri0ivov 

0eov ,.:al (and the addition following is the point concerned 
here) &v a'TT'E<TT€tAa<; 'Iriuovv Xpf,nov. This "'fl"'fVW<TlmV 

corresponds to the oµ,o)l.orye'iv avTav in our present passage. 
-Thus the Lord has set forth eternal life as the final 
scope of His work; to this He will lead every man ; and 
therefore it is called the promise which He hath given. 
And this promise, according to our present verse, He has 
fulfilled; this life we have received, inasmuch as He abideth 
in us and we in Him : the contents and meaning of the 
aiJT'T}, This definition of the strict meaning of eternal life 
is the same-and this shows its correctness-which we 
found in the introduction to our Epistle, that is, in eh. i. 3, 
where fellowship with the Father and the Son is laid down 
as its substantial meaning. Moreover, it is very plain, from 
a consideration of our passage, how necessary it is that we 
should take alwvtoi; not as a metaphysical, but as an ethical 
idea: it is not its super-temporal character, but the divinity 
of this life which is expressed by the term. 

VERSES 26, 27. 

Tav-ra erypa,fra vµ,1,v 7Tfpt TWV 'TT'AaVWVT(.(JV vµa<;. Kat 
f ,.. , , II.\ h 'Q ' ' ' ,.. > f ,.. t \ , 
VJJ,Et', TO XPL<TJJ,a O E/\.a,-,ETE U'TT' aVTOV, EV VJJ,lV µEVE£, Kat OV 

1 ,, r/ ~ t" , r ,., ':\..A,' r , , \ , 
xpeiav EX€TE wa Tt<; otoa<TK'fl vµai;· a 'W', TO avTo XPL<Tµa 

OtOamm 11µ,as 7rept 'TT'llVTWV, Kat 0,A'Tj0€<; €<TT£, ,.:al, OU/€ f<TTt 
·'~ ~ <:- ' 0' ,,:- ,,:- I:: • • , , ' • 't' evoo<;, Kat ,.:a w<; eowac;;EV vµai;, µeveTe EV avTrp, 

The very fact that the apostle, in ver. 25, has come 
round to the selfsame point from which he started, shows 
that the previous discussion has now attained its close. 
More particularly : since the discourse does not return to 
the starting-point of the last section (from ver. 13c onwards), 
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but to the beginning of the whole letter (compare only with 
the t(J)~ alwvior; of ver. 25 the mention of it in eh. i. 2, with 
the p,EV€£V EV aUT<tJ the IC0£V(J)Vla P,ET. avrou, eh. i 3), it 
f9llows that the development since eh. i 5 has now come 
to its end. But, like the two former sections of the whole 
first part now reaching its dose, this third section also has 
a summary recapitulation, vers. 26, 27. Up to this point 
(Taiha) the apostle has written to the churches concerning 
the antichrists. TauTa does not refer to the brevity of the 
discussion (" only so much"), nor to the specific matter of 
it (" this and no other that might be added ") ; but it places 
what goes before in contrast with what follows-with what 
the apostle has it in his purpose yet to write. As the 
section eh. xi. 3-11 treats of brotherly love, although the 
matter is first of all quite generally of keeping the divine 
commandments, so the topic of this section has been the 
antichrist nature, although first of all (vers. 15-1 7) the 
discourse was of the ,ccurµ,or; in general, whose full form is 
anti-Christianity. But the antichrists came into considera­
tion as 7rAaVWVTf.<; vµ,ar;: tliey have aimed to make the 
church wander from the truth, and then to lead them to 
wander back to the world. This was the practical starting­
point of the whole discussion. Against this practice of 
seduction the church had, as we have seen in the previous 
exposition, a defence in the xpt<rp,a : hence this, then, is 
particularly taken up again in the recapitulation. Even in 
the form it assumes, the resume is faithful to itself: here 
also we have the vp,Etr; placed significantly first ; here also, 
moreover, there is a marked absence of any injunction as 
such. The holy anointing oil which they had received, which 
separated them from the world, is within them a permanent 
power,-for aµ,e.Tap,EA'f/Ta Tit xapl<rp,aTa ,cal ~ ICA'Y]<T£<; TOU 

0cou,-and makes every exhortation, even every apostolical 
exhortation, superfluous. And so had the Lord promised to 
His disciples that the Paraclete should lead them into all 
truth. 

To establish the undeceivableness of this heavenly in­
struction is the object of the second clause in our verse. 
This second clause, ciX}I.' <»<; TCI avTQ XP{<rpa 0£0CL<TICf.£ vµ,ar; 
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\ , \ .... 0' ' ' ' ,, .,. ~ 'I- • 'Trepi r.avTWV, Ka£ Ul\.'I} e<; EO'T£, Ka£ OVIC EUT£ "t' €VOO<;, lS 

related to the third just as a general proposition as a whole 
is to its particular concrete application. Not only does the 
'Trepl 'Trav-rwv give the former its general colouring, and the 
µhew Jv alm'p give the latter its specific colouring, but 
the present o,o&mm also shows that in the second clause a 
general proposition is before us, whilst Jotoa!ev in the third 
makes prominent one definite historical single fact out of 
the general domain of that clause. And thus it is established 
that the words Kal ,ca0w<; eoioag€V vµas are not merely a 
resumption of the d?..?..' ru<; ,c.-r.?...,-that thus Kal a?..'1}0e<; 
Jc-n K.T.?... is not a parenthesis, but a conclusion to the 
proposition with ck Certainly it is extremely difficult to 
accept the redoubled ,cal as meaning, "not only but also;" 
for that anything is true and not false is after all essen­
tially no more than one attribute which is only viewed on 
two different sides, while "not only but also" presupposes 
two different ideas. But such a view as this of the former 
,cal is not imperative ; rather is the former to be translated 
by " also : " the congruence between the declaration of the 
xpluµa and the real bearing of the matter, between the 
oiodu,cew and the a">..'1}0e<; elvai, was thereby to be marked. 
The follQwing ,cat OUK fun y-evoo<; is genuinely J ohannaean : 
it is a peculiarity of this apostle to place every idea in full 
prominence through setting by the side of it its antithesis. 
This oioau,cew of the xpluµa is true, and there is no lie 
in it ; and thus the fuTI-, in virtue of its deep emphasis, 
becomes equivalent to an lveun. 

Thus, then, the apostle in the first of the three clauses 
of ver. 28 has summed up and resumed the whole fact that 
the xpluµa gave full instruction to the church ; in the second, 
he has declared that this instruction was simply and purely 
true; in the third, he then draws the practical conclusion 
that the church should stand firmly by the substance of the 
teaching here in question, and here treated of (this is the 
meaning of the aorist eoLoa!Ev). The µeve'iTe of the Text. 
rec. would indeed admirably suit the tone of the whole 
section, in which the apostle less commands the µevfitV than 
points to it as an internal necessity; but the imperative 
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µ,lveTe has too strong authentication from external evidence 
to be rejected; and it is in itself easily to be understood 
that, at the conclusion of the whole discussion, the impera­
tive, everywhere latent in the preceding words, should for 
once come out into clear expression. 

Let us throw a glance back along the course of the first 
part, now concluded, of the whole Epistle. It is completed 
in three sections, of which each again contains three sub­
sections, two giving instruction, and one exhortation or 
recapitulation. The first section deduces from the idea of 
the rf>wr; dvai of God the nature of our fellowship with 
Him, and as viewed under two aspects : that of ev rf>ruTl 

7TEpi7TaTE£V, and that of oµ.o/\.O,Y€£V Tar; aµapTtar;. The second 
section discusses, on the same basis, the nature of our fellow­
ship with the brethren, and that also under two aspects: as 
obedience to the evToXa'i, Beov, and as imitation of the con­
verse and walk of Christ. The third section points to the 
enmity which exists between the kingdom of God and this 
world : here, again, first as against the world in general, 
and then as against its antichrist development in particular; 
but both in order to enforce the obligation of breaking off 
from the world negatively, or positively of abiding in God. 
That the two former sections of the whole discussion have 
their basis in EJeor; q,wr;, and are evolved from this, has been 
shown in the proper place. But it is true also of the third 
section, only that it takes up the negative side of eh. i. 3 : 
Kai, (1'/WTia EV auT<jJ OUK f<TT£V ouoeµ.{a. This thorough and 
pervasive antithesis between them, such as forbids the very 
slightest contact, is the theme of the whole discussion in 
eh. ii. 13-27. Kouµor; and <LVT1,'X,P£<TTO<; are only terms 
interchangeable for the uKoTfa. 

VERSES 28, 29. 

K \ ... ' ' , , ... f'/ rl .,.l,. 0~ 
al vvv, 'TEKVta, µ.eveTe €V avTrp· wa oTav 'l'av€pru '[}, 

lxwµ,w 7Tapp'Y)u{av, /Cal µ.~ aiuxvv0wµ,ev ,h' aUTOU €V 'TV 

7rapovulq, auTOV. 'Eav eioijTE on ol,caior; €<TT£, ,Y£VW<TIC€TE 

OT£ 7ra,r; o 7TO£WV T~V 0£Ka£O<TVV7JV €~ auTOV ,Yf,YEVV7JTa£. 

We have assumed, in opposition to the current view of our 
clay, that ver. 2 8 belongs to the second part of the Epistle. 
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One circumstance may be mentioned here as making this 
probable : with the exception of the µheiv at the beginning 
of the verse, all the ideas in it are new ones, and enter the 
Epistle for the first time ; but that would be a startling 
close of a discussion which should introduce a new series of 
ideas instead of summing up the old ones. But the connec­
tion of this verse with the second part becomes a certainty, 
when we observe that the special ideas that are literally 
touched here for the first time are the ever-recurring con­
stitutive elements of the second. Thus the 1avepov<T0ai is 
taken up again in eh. iii. 3-8 ; the 1rapp17<Tlav fxew is 
elucidated in eh. iii. 21, iv. 17, v. 14; the 1roie'iv T~v 

oucaw<Tuv17v forms the fundamental idea of the first ten 
verses of the following chapter ; the Jg aurnv ryeryeVV7J<T0ai 

is not only repeated in the Te,cva 0eov, eh. iii. 1, but also 
from eh. iii. 24 onwards is more closely considered. But 
all this only introduces the all-decisive reason, which is, 
that the thought announced in ver. 2 8 is precisely in the 
same sense the theme of the next part as eh. i. 5 was of 
that we have just closed. This argument, however, must 
approve itself as our exposition pursues its course. 

Now, if we have in ver. 28 the beginning of a new part, 
it follows that the emphasis does not lie on the µ,evei at the 
beginning, but on the clause which follows and gives the 
writer's design. That word serves to place the new part in 
connection with the other; the telic clause points to the 
progress of the thought. The goal of abiding in God, as 
the end of the development so far, is represented posi­
tively and negatively: the former by 1rappri<Tlav lx,nv, the 
latter by µ,~ al<Tx,vv07Jvai. Both these ideas derive a more 
specific definition from the appendages, common to them, Jew 
1avepw0fj and €V Tfj 1rapov<T{q, aurnv. That these expressions 
refer to the Lord's return needs of course no proof. But it 
must be observed that 1avepov<T0ai never occurs throughout 
the other New Testament Scriptures as denoting the appear­
ing of Christ for judgment: they are accustomed to express 
that by a1ro,ca)\,u1rTe<T0ai, while St. John, again, never uses 
this latter word (not even in Rev. i. 1) for that purpose, 
but invariably ,pavepov<T0ai. (The substantive 1avEpw<Ti, 
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is not to be found at all in his writings.) Further, it will 
help to clear up the the general subject if we bear in mind 
that in eh. iii. 8 the same rf,avepov<T0ai is used concerning 
the manifestation of Christ in the fleeh. 

The peculiarity of St. John's phraseology just alluded to 
is not a fortuitous one, but has its deep internal reasons. 
Throughout the Scripture, a7ro,caXu,jr£<; invariably designates 
a revelation which has taken place in an extraordinary 
way, through a direct interposition of God, and therefore as 
a perfectly new development. In rf,avepov<T0a£ this element 
of the entirely new and the absolutely extraordinary is 
neither asserted nor denied ; but the definite meaning 
attached to a'Tt'O/CaAU7rTEW assigns to the rpavepovv at least 
a predominant application to such a revealing as is the 
development of a definitive germ,-a development which is, 
in comparison with a7ro,caXu,jr£<;, natural and ordinary. This 
is the general law in the Bible. This explains how it is 
that in Scripture the twofold manifestation of Jesus in the 
flesh and for judgment is spoken of as one a7ro,caXu,jrii;: 
His appearance in the flesh was not in fact a result of past 
development, but, beyond everything else, an immediate and 
extraordinary interposition of God, an entirely new creation; 
and His appearance for judgment is revealed as nothing 
less than an instantaneous and sudden catastrophe taking 
place purely through divine causality, whose product will 
be a new heaven and a new earth. 

Now, however obvious would be here such an application 
of a1ro,caXvy£i;, it is not the less easy to be understood how 
St. John in particular comes to use, concerning both these 
events, not this word ever, but al ways rf,avepov<T0a£. We 
have already often remarked that he delights to bring out 
into prominence the germs of the future lying in the 
present ; it is the effect of this peculiarity that the 
difference between the present and the future is reduced 
from an absolute one to one merely relative ; and when the 
question is of a revelation, he exhibits this rather as a 
rf,avepov<T0a£, or making visible of potencies long working 
secretly, than as an a7ro,caXvy£i;, or something entirely new, 
resting immediately on divine causality. Now when St. 
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John, in his Gospel, eh. i. 3, teaches us to behold the opera"' 
tion of the "'A.6ryor; already in the creation, and, since the 
creation, His energy as that of the cpwr; a},.rJ0iv6v, it must 
of course have been very natural to him to regard the 
manifestation of our Lord in the flesh not as something 
new, and as an a,ro,ca"'Atn/nr;, but as a cpav€pwuir; : this indeed 
we find him doing in our own Epistle, eh. i. 2, iii. 8. And 
similarly, to this apostle, with such a habit of looking at 
things, who sees the decision of judgment already involved 
in unbelief, who always regards the resurrection as a thing 
present (comp. especially John v. 25 with John xi 25), 
the future judgment would appear not as altogether a new 
thing,-that is, as an a,ro,ca."'Avtir;,-but as a natural result 
and conclusion of a long series of sacred events which only 
now brings out into light (cpavepovv) that which had been 
long present spiritually and secretly. The apostle therefore 
describes by Ja.v cpavepw0fi that day in which the Lord, who 
abideth with His people always, will make His presence 
apparent at once and for ever to all eyes. 

In the second member of the sentence which contains 
the purpose there comes in an Jv 771 ,rapovu{q, auTou instead 
of the Ja.v cpavepw0fi. This expression, which is so very 
current among the other writers of the New Testament, 
occurs in St. John nowhere but in this passage. Probably 
this is not an accidental circumstance; but has its reason, 
though the apostle might not have been altogether aware of 
it, in the very same habit of considering things which we 
have been trying to explain. It was far from his thoughts 
at any time to regard the appearance of the Lord as an 
arrival from a distance : the presence of Jesus in the midst 
of His disciples, and within their hearts, was ever before 
his thoughts. This, however, did not hinder him from 
using this expression for once concerning the last day. 

When the Lord shall in that great day enter into the 
world of manifestation, our relation to Him will also be a 
manifest one, revealed and withdrawn from all delusion. 
And the µevetv EV aunj, will then fit us and enable us in 
our appearance before Him ,rapprJutav exeiv. It has been 
thought, without reason, that in this and other similar 

l JOHN. X: 
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passages, 7rapp17uLav has lost the fundamental idea of free 
and unrepressed speech. But we must remember that the 
subject here is the appearance of the Lord for judgment; 
that therefore question and answer, charge and exculpation 
(compare Matt. xxv. 34 seq.), enter into the accessories of 
the scene ; and then it will not be thought absolutely 
necessary, at least in this passage, to resort to an enfeebled 
interpretation of the word. If we have continued in Him, 
we shall be able to answer with perfect tranquillity of mind, 
unqualified by fear and trembling, the questions of our 
righteous Judge. The negative counterpart of 7rapp17u{a is 
given us in the aluxvverr0a,. Formally, the correlative is 
not exactly adequate; while the former presents to us the 
joyful tone of mind which we shall maintain in the day oi 
judgment, the latter refers rather to the result of the 
judgment, as appears from the added words a7r' auTov. 

The phrase, formed after the analogy of the Hebrew 11? ~::i. 

( compare, for example, J er. ii 3 6, Sept., a'IT"o Al7v1rTov 

alrrxv110~rrv), does not describe the source from whence the 
shame springs, which would be expressed by v1ra, but the 
object from whom we are in our shame severed. But as 
the 1rapp17rrta is possible only on the ground of the testi­
mony of a good conscience, which in itself includes the 
result of the judgment, its happy consequence, so also the 
alrrxvverr0ai includes its necessary result, the separation 
from the Lord. 

Looking at the twenty-ninth verse apart and by itself, as 
detached from what precedes and what follows, we are met 
by no difficulties of any kind. It is obvious that the sub­
ject in the UKaioc; errTw at the commencement is God. lfor, 
as the meaning and bearing of the verse is that as " He " is 
righteous all must be righteous too who are His children ; 
as throughout the New Testament we never read of a rela­
tion of sonship to Christ, only of sonship to God; as, finally, 
in eh. iii. 8 we are expressly called TeKva 0Eov,-it is im­
possible to understand the otKaioc;, whose nature we as His 
children should carry in ourselves, of our Lord Christ. It 
is true that ver. 2 8 had spoken of Christ. But a transi­
tion, immediate and not marked by any external sign, from 
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discourse concerning the Son to discourse concerning the 
:Father, is not strange in the case of St. John, in whose 
consciousness the two are so profoundly intertwined, that 
he very seldom thinks it necessary to mention either, or 
distinguish them otherwise than by a pronoun. And this 
transition need not favour the notion of a new part of the 
Epistle beginning with ver. 2 9 ; for in eh. iv. 21 we find 
in the same way that after the Father has been spoken of 
throughout several verses, suddenly the Son is mentioned, 
and obviously mentioned, by the simple pronoun au-ro<;, and 
no more. Thus the plain meaning of the verse is : As the 
nature of God is righteousness, so must this same righteous­
ness be the token of sonship in relation to Him ; the 
children must bear their Father's stamp upon them. 

But it is hard to determine the kind of link which the 
verse has with what precedes. At the first glance there 
is as little internal connection with the preceding thought 
as there is grammatical bond. Nevertheless there must be 
connection, even on the supposition that our verse begins 
the new part ; for the Niv eloij-re would certainly be much 
too naked for the commencement of a different theme : we 
should expect at least a -re,cv{a or 1ratUa in a new address. 
And there is certainly a natural presumption in favour of 
the idea that the apostle was moved to set out on this fresh 
topic by something just before said. 

There are two thoughts which appear here as new, 
the 'lf'Ote'iv -ri]v Ottcatouvv'T}v and the ,ye,yevviju0at etc -rov 
0eov. Now, when we observe that in the first section of 
the third chapter it is said, ver. 6, 1riis o ev aimj, µevwv 
oux aµap-ravet, and in ver. 9 the same thought is expressed 
by 'lf'Q,~ o ,YE,YEVV'T}JJ,EVO<; EiC TOV eeou aµap-rlav OU 'lf'Ote'i; 
when we further mark that in eh. iii. 24 the µevetv ev 
au-rip is in the same way connected with the TTJpe'iv -ra<; 
EVTO'A.d<; aUTOV as the ,ye,yevviju0at Jg au-rov is here con­
nected with the 'lf'Ote'iv -rnv Ottcatoa-vV7Jv,-we shall no longer 
discern in the ,ye,yevviju0at Jg aiJTou of our verse a new 
idea, bnt only the resumption of the µevetv ev -rp 0ep often 
dealt with in the previous section, and mentioned in it 
finally at ver. 28. That the expression here used is sub-
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stituted for that one has its reason, apart from what later 
development will show, in this, that here the divine 
essential righteousness (chi U,cai6~ Erni) comes into con­
sideration as the source of our 7roie'iv -ri]v oi,catouVv'T}v ; 
but that this relation of causality is made prominent as our 
being born of God rather than as our abiding in Him. 
Thus there is at once presented a point of view from which 
the connection of the present verse with the preceding 
becomes plain. This connection becomes still plainer 
when we more closely examine and appreciate the relation 
which is here established between the 7Tote'iv Ti]v oi,caw­
uvv'T}v and the "f€"f€VVYJU0at EiC TOV E>eov. Manifestly the 
emphasis rests upon the latter. It is not the apostle's 
purpose to say that whosoever is born of God must 
therefore of necessity work righteousness, although in 
itself such a proposition would be perfectly justified; but 
he draws the inverted conclusion, namely, that he who 
doeth righteousness is also born of God, because God's 
nature, the o{,cawv e!vat, has become his nature also. Thus 
this new sonship is not the basis or supposition from which 
St. John proceeds in order to found on it the exhortation 
to righteousness ; but the oi,cawauv17, as already present, is 
the presupposition from which he deduces the reality of 
their sonship. The question is here to lay down a mark of 
the regeneration of the soul. Now, if we bear in mind that 
the 7e7evv7JuOat EiC -rov 0Eov is simply a resumption in 
another form of the µevciv EV av-rfj,, being related to this as 
the planting of the tree is to its flower, we shall perceive 
that here we have also a mark given us of the p,ivEw lv 
av-r(j>. 

And why is this given? In the preceding passage the 
1Tapp17ulo, in the day of judgment was made dependent on 
tha µivHv ev -rrp Ehrj, ; here it is said further how it is this 
r.app17u{a comes into effect,-that is, it operates thus, that 
he who continueth in God, and therefore is born of God, 
becomes firmly assured of this his fellowship with God 
through bis 7Tote'iv TiJv ot,cawuvv7Jv. The synthesis of the 
µevHv Ev aimp and the 7Tapp7Juia - that is, their close 
relation, which the former verse merely asserted-is here 
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expressly indicated through the mediating link between 
them, which is the newly introduced idea of '1l'Ote'iv -r~v 
oucaioa-vv'TJV. The idea of the 7rappT/a-ta, presupposes not only 
the abiding in God, but the conscious assurance of it : this, 
however, is produced by the doing of righteousness. Strictly 
speaking, indeed, our abiding in God and the abiding of 
God in us are in their unity something entirely internal, 
perceptible only to the feeling or the consciousness ; there­
fore it is, like every feeling, something subjective which is 
itself and as such no pledge of its own objective reality. 
This additional guarantee or assurance it receives through 
such a confirmation in act : we are to know others by their 
fruits, and by our own fruits we are to know ourselves. 
He who finds this 7roteiv 'T~v OtKatoa-vV'TJV in his life has 
in sustaining this sure test for his knowledge of himself 
(,ytvw<TKe-re is in the indicative), the guarantee of his being 
born from above, and therewith also the 7rapp'T/a-la, which 
the apostle bound up with fellowship with God. 

Thus a close consideration of ver. 2 9 shows, what ap­
peared plain enough on ver. 2 8 itself, that the new part 
begins with ver. 28, the idea of which is supplemented and 
made specific by what follows. Further, there is thus 
afforded to us a clear view of the relation of the part of the 
epistle now closed to that which now begins. In both the 
apostle keeps in view the end he proposed in the intro­
duction, that of helping towards advancing fellowship with 
God and fellowship with the brethren; but the method 
differs in the two. In the first part this fellowship comes 
into consideration as an internal habit ; in the second it is 
rather its confirmation in works. From the very beginning 
·we have accustomed ourselves to understand the 7rEpt7ra-re'iv 
ev T<j, cpw-rt in the first chapter of more than the mere ex­
ternal actions of man in the narrower sense ; of the sphere, 
rather, in which his whole life and being are rooted. The 
&µap-r{at and the aOtK{a are by no means limited to actual 
sins of commission ; they inckde all sins whether in thought 
or in word or in work. Similarly, in the second chapter 
the TTJpeiv -rci,,; Jv-rot..as is not to be restricted to the -:rote'iv 
in the external sense, but, as the ideas a,ya7rav and ftta-iiv 
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immediately following show, pre-eminently to the inner mind. 
And then in the third section of the first part the nature 
of it is traced to the £7rt0vµfa and a""A.asov€fa: therefore 
it is not so much in the outward expressions of a quality 
as in the quality itself. 

That in eh. i. 6 we read once of 7rot€'iv T~v aA~0€tav, and 
similarly in eh. ii. 1 7 once of 7rOtE'iv To 0tA.7Jµa Tov 0€ov, 
are exceptions which have no power to alter the definitely 
marked character of the section in each case ; in fact, it is 
not the inner mind as opposed to the external confirmation 
which is the subject, but the habitus of the Christians 
generally, which includes the approval of its reality in 
works. Out of this habit1ts generally is now in the second 
part the 7rOtE'iv T~v ou,aiouvv7Jv taken and brought forward 
prominently and laid down as the token of that habitus: 
on its realit.y, as we have seen, the 7rapp7Ju{a of Christians, 
as its final consummation, depended. In details, we may 
observe at the outset and in advance, the course of the 
whole of the second part is very similar to that of the first. 
First, the 7rOLE'iv T~v OLKatouvv7Jv is viewed in reference to 
God, then in reference to the brethren ; finally, from their 
combination the 7rapp7Ju{a is deduced, and thus once more 
we have supernumerary confirmation in the tenor of this 
part, that its theme is to be found in ver. 2 8 ; for the 
7rapp7Ju{a spoken of there is dilated on after the full 
illustration of the 'IrOtE'iv T~v OLKatouvv7Jv, which is intro­
duced in ver. 2 9 ; in harmony, therefore, with our analysis, 
according to which the 'IrOLE'iv T~v OtKaiouvv7Jv is the middle 
term between what the µEV€LV lv auTrp treated of in the 
preceding and the 7rapp7Ju{a. 

Finally, in this way we are extricated, as easily as 
satisfactorily, from a difficulty which we designedly left 
behind in ver. 27. There the XP{uµa is introduced as an 
absolutely right guide, never erring and always to be 
depended upon, which the church therefore might follow 
most implicitly. We have seen in the proper place that 
the anointing oil, by which the church is withdrawn from 
the world, is the Holy Ghost; and it is of course self­
understood that the Spirit cannot deceive. But here comes 
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in the question as to how this xp{uµa may be known as 
such, as to what its tests are,-that is to say, if instruction 
through the apostolical word is represented as superfluous, 
then the door seems to be opened for all fanaticism, which 
is always so ready to appeal to the internal voice of the 
Spirit, either esteeming the apostolical word less or alto­
gether despising it. The answer to the question here 
proposed is given in the new part of the Epistle: only 
there is the xptuµ,a, the new birth, present with its abiding 
in God, where the 7roie'i,v -rhv oucaiouvv'TJV is found. Doing 
is the evidence of all evidences ; and such a doing as 
harmonizes or corresponds with the divine o{,caiov elvai. 

Now it is precisely this relation between the governing 
ideas which we now have to do with that brings out the 
exquisitely careful steps by which the Epistle goes onward. 
The first part leads up to its climax by developing its ideas 
to the point at which, by an internal necessity, they must 
issue, unless they are to remain both one-sided and untrue. 
That the 7roie'iv -rhv oucawuvv11v is the conclusive evidence 
of any man's personal Christianity, the only undeceiving 
mark by which the Christian may test himself, is in perfect 
agreement with the Pauline view ; in 2 Tim. ii. 19 it is 
said concerning the sure foundation of God, that is, accord­
ing to the context, the Christian community : lxei -rhv 
ucf,pary'ioa -raVTTJV, lryvw ,cvpioc; TOI/<; 8vmc; avTOU' Kal, a7r0<1'­
T1Tw a'TT"O TrJ<; a0£KLa<; 7rac; 0 ovoµ,aswv TO 8voµ,a 'l7JUOV 
Xpiu-rov. In this passage also there is, by the side of the 
divine knowledge which is not within man's apprehension, 
the turning away from aoi,c{a, that is, positively, the 7r0£€/,V 

-r~v oi,cawuvv11v ; and this latter is the only possible ground 
of our own personal knowledge concerning our belonging to 
the ol,c{a Beou. Not unlike this is the passage, Rom. x. 10. 
There it is said that while it is faith that justifies, confession 
saves (uw011vai), Internally, the right relation to God is 
attained through believing ; but in order to the full enjoy­
ment of the righteousness of faith, and the realization of its 
purpose, there must be the outward righteousness of the 
life : St. Paul, however, here speaks of its expression in 
word, while St. John makes the work prominent. The 
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divine sonship spoken of here is imparted before any doing 
of man can claim or- approve it ; but man's good work 
demonstrates its reality, and only thus is the full assurance 
of sonship attained. 

After having found our position by means of a careful 
examination of vers. 2 8 and 2 9, let us take a parting 
glance at the details. St. John begins with /€at vuv µive-re 
iv av-rij,, joining on to the preceding context. The Kat 
vuv is always appropriated to this use, - namely, that 
of introducing something new on the basis of a previous 
discussion ; such is its service in the only passage of St. 
John's Gospel where it occurs, eh. xvii. 5. The new 
thought that enters is the 7rap/n7u{a in the judgment, which 
thought is mediated and introduced by the wote'iv -r~v 
OtKatoavv1Jv. The principle of this mediation between them 
is that God Himself is 1·ighteous, and righteousness is 
therefore an essential attribute of one who is born i~ 
av-rov,-that is, of God's own very nature. From the con­
nection it follows that the righteousness of God does not 
here refer to His juciicial righteousness : as if it were, Ye 
know that the judgment will be a righteous one, therefore 
so act that ye may stand in such a day as that. The 
r.oie'iv -r~v ou,aiouvv'l}v does not correspond to the judicial 
righteousness of God, but to His righteous character and 
holiness. ,d {,caw; here has the same meaning as in eh. ii. 2 
and John xvii 25 (comp. on eh. i 9). This principle, that 
God is essentially righteous, is to the Christian undoubted 
and fundamental, oroa-re ; and that we on our side have in 
the 7roie'iv -r~v oi,cawuuv'l}v the assurance that we are born 
of Him, is the logical deduction that naturally follows, 
"fLVW<TKETE. A thing, however, which is to be represented 
as necessary is not expressed by the imperative, but by the 
indicative; conseq_uently we must understand "fLVW<TKETe as 
indicative here. 
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CHAPTER III. 

VERSE 1. 
'I~. ' ' I ~I<:, • ~ t ' '1 I 

OETE, 'lT'OTa'TT"T}V arya7r1JV OEOWKEV 1}fl,£V O 'TT'aT'TJP, iva TEKVa 

0eov K)..7J0wµ,ev· out TOVTO O ,durµo<; 01.J ,YWW<T/CEt ~µ,as, OT£ 
01.J/C E"fVW avTOV. 

The external bond of connection between this verse and 
what precedes is clear; the Christian sonship, which in 
ver. 2 9 was mentioned in the last place, is resumed by 
means of the TEKva 0Eov K°X'T}0YJvai, in order to make 
prominent the greatness of the divine gift which is im­
parted in it. Yet this evident connection decides nothing 
as to the chain of thought in the following verses ; that 
will have to be detected on a careful consideration of the 
details. "loETE, St. John says, '1T'OTa7r~v a,yd7r7JV oiow,cev 

~µ'iv o 7raT~p. Into the thought of the glory of this sacred 
relation our minds should profoundly sink : the emphasis 
of that high dignity is not alone in £OETE, which announces 
something most specific, but also in the pronoun 7rOTa7ro<;. 

This never occurs in the New Testament save as intro­
ducing an exclamation of amazement. It never serves, 
however, to indicate merely external greatness (as equiva­
lent to quantus), but always that which is internal (q1ialis). 
The mr.aning is not that it is a special kind of love which 
we have to wonder at in the divine relation of father, as if 
in proportion to other kinds of love ; but the reference is 
generally to the wonderfulness of its interior characteristic : 
the full depth, interiority, and grace of it is marked im­
pressively by this word. 'Arya'TT'TJV oioova, says more than 
a mere demonstration of love ; the full power of divine 
love has imparted itself to us as our own, is a free gift to 
us; not only specific manifestations of the love of God, 
but that love itself is given to us. 
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And this was the Father's act, () 7raTnp. It might seem 
obvious, since the subject here is our relation towards God 
as children, to refer this 7raTnp to the relation between 
God and us, and thus to read it as if it were 7raT~P nµ,wv. 

But a closer consideration teaches that throughout the 
entire Gospel of St. John the expression 7raTnp, when it is 
used absolutely of God, always indicates the Father of 
Jesus Christ. The only two passages in which it might be 
thought to have a different meaning are John iv. 21, 23; 
as the woman of Samaria did not know the specific relation 
of Jesus to God, the expression must have been unintel­
ligible to her in that sense. But they need not be made 
exceptions, especially as the woman certainly understood 
that the Lord was speaking concerning God, and there was 
no need that she should apprehend precisely in what sense 
He used the word. In our Epistle the expression () 7raTnp 

is either obviously to be understood at once of God as the 
Father of Jesus Christ, as, for example, in eh. ii. 2 2 seq. ; 
or it occurs without manifest reference to Christ, as in 
eh. ii. 14-16. But even in these last cases it is not 
obligatory to supply nµwv; rather, in harmony with the 
frequent use of the word in the lips of Jesus, it seems 
preferable to find in them the standing designation of the 
first person in the Godhead, so that () 7T'aTnp should corre­
spond to our " God the Father." If this be so, we are then 
disposed here also to regard the expression as indicating 
the way in which God has demonstrated this love to us,­
that is, as the Father of Jesus Christ, and through the 
mission of His Son. 

That the final clause with ?va is by most expositors 
softened down, and the philological purism of those rebuked 
who are not content that it should be so, is easily under­
stood, because in fact, according to the connection, the 
KA'T]0ryvat Tf.KVa 0eov seems to be the content of the arya7r'T]. 

We should, indeed, have a perfectly satisfying interpretation 
if we take the ?va in its rigorous meaning as stating the 
design. What a depth and inwardness of love is that 
which the Father hath given us in order that we might be 
called llis children ! The thought would be : " How much 
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it cost Him that I am re(leemed ! " Dut since this idea of 
the mission and death of His Son comes in without any 
direct mediating link, we must prefer to take the ,c),.,q0iJva£ 

Te,cva E>Eou as certainly the content of the a,1ya'TT''TJ ; but that 
which is its content and meaning is at the same time its 
end. The love of God is manifested in this, that He 
makes us His children ; but that very same thing is the 
goal He aimed at, the object He pursued. Now it is pre­
cisely the latter point that is brought into prominence, and 
there is no reason whatever why we should take the t'va 

as ecbatic. It is God's will to make us His TEJCva : that 
it does not run simply TEKVa avTou, but 0eou is placed 
instead, was intended to point to the height and greatness, 
past all understanding, of this gift, to be children of the 
eternal and all-glorious God. 

It is well known that St. John has only the expression 
TEKva Beov, while St. Paul has by the side of it the viol 

Beou. The internal reason of this distinction in the ex­
pression will appear when we come to examine the second 
verse. But the material difference between the two manners 
of viewing the relation to God we may here at once illus­
trii.te. The idea of the ryevv'TJ0iJva£ J,c Tou 0eov, which, 
according to the connection, constitutes the TEKva 0eov, is 
not current in St. Paul's writings ; and when he uses any 
expressions like them, they have a different signification 
from that of St. John. We know, indeed, that the former 
speaks of an ava,ca{vr.,unr; TOU voor; (Rom. xii. 2) ; of a VEO', 

&v0pw7ro<; ava,cawovµ,evor; elr; €7T'L"'fVWUW TOU ICTLUaVTO<; avTOV 

(Col. iii. 10); of an Jvovuau0a£ TDV ,cawav &v0pro7rOV TDV 

KaTa 0eav /CT£U0€VTa (Eph. iv. 28); of a ,cawf} ICTLU£', 

(Gal. vi. 15). But in all these places the renewal is a 
formation back into the original human nature as created 
of God. This is expressly brought into prominence in the 
passage to the Colossians by the definition Tov ,c7{uavTor; 

avTov. It is a reforming back again which indeed comes 
to effect through the grace of God ; and it has its measure 
or standard (KaTa Beav Knu0lv-ra) in the nature of God, 
because it was simply in the image of God that man was 
originally created; but it is not on that account Baid to take 
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place, as it were, out of or from God's nature. This, how­
ever, is the side which St. John brings out in the idea of 
the 7raAl,Y,Y€VEUla, of the 'YE"fEIIIITJ<T0ai €IC TOV Beou, and 
keeps always before him. Even in the passage where St. 
Paul uses the word 7ra"A.i,y,ye11euia, Tit. iii. 5, we shall, after 
the analogy of his general habit of thought and statement, 
be constrained to find only the element of the renewal 
through the help of the Divine Spirit, through a renewal or 
reimpartation of the original gift of the Spirit (ava,ca{­
vwui,; IIvevµa-ro,; 'A1{ov), while St. John never fixes his 
eye on the mere outpouring and help of grace, but always 
on the communication of God's own divine nature. 

This difference is in close connection with another which 
has often been dwelt upon,-namely, that St. Paul regards 
us as children of God adoptive, and therefore uses the word 
vio0eu{a, while St. John regards us as children in nature 
and reality. The former stands hard by or is closely related 
to the Pauline emphasis on the Christ FOR us, his juridical 
doctrine of satisfaction (this word we use, be it remembered, 
without the slightest undertone of condemnation) ; the 
latter is more in harmony with the J ohannacan emphasis 
upon the Christ IN us. According to St. Paul, we receive 
for Christ's sake the riglits of children; according to St. 
John, we receive, through Christ, the children's nature. 
According to St. Paul, the old nature of man is transformed 
into a new ; according to St. John, an altogether new 
principle of nature takes the place of the former. It is 
most evident that the two views are substantially one and 
true; but they depend on the respective general systems of 
the two apostles. And this explains, too, how the full mean­
ing of O€OwKev is in the leading clause : the love of God is 
a gift ; it is particularly the gift of His Spirit ; still more 
particul::irly it is the gift of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

There is a remarkable difference of reading in the telic 
clause. According to the authority of the manuscripts, 
there should be after the KA7J0wµev a very decisive ,cal, 
€uµEv added. Respect for the important witnesses in its 
favour will not permit us to strike it out absolutely ; yet it 
seems to us in a high degree suspicious ; not, indeed, on 
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account of the continuity in the form of the sentenr,e which 
it mars,-for of this there are examples enough to be 
adduced,-but on account of the sense of the whole. The 
greatness of the divine gift does not consist in this, that 
we are acknowledged as God's children, but primarily and 
pre-eminently in this, that we are such in reality; which 
also the recapitulation of the thought in ver. 2 by TfKva 
Ehov luµfv makes emphatic. The ,c?..710wµEv of our passage 
would be suitable on this supposition only, as it includes 
the Elva£ or E<TfL€V. But if, after the ,c""A.710wµEv, this latter 
idea was supernumerarily added, then the former word 
must mean only the acknowledgmcnt of sonship, and not 
the being sons. The emerging thought would then be 
harsh and distorted. We might, indeed, accept &µw ,ea), 
,c?,,710wµEv, but not the inverted order. It is preferable, 
therefore, to regard the ,ea), Euµfv as a gloss which came 
very early into the text ; this would explain the many 
testimonies in its favour as well as its indicative form. 
The subject of the verb, who calls us children, is not to be 
regarded as God-for what would there be remarkable in 
His calling us what we are ?-but believers themselves; 
and in favour of this way of taking it comes in the 
antithesis in the sequel, o ,couµo<; ov 'Y£VWUKE£ nµar;. 
According to our general exposition of the Epistle, the 
apostle is occupied from the very beginning with the idea 
of the kingdom of God, the kingdom of light ; the indi­
vidual comes into consideration not as an individual, but as 
a member of the whole body, as a stone in the temple of 
God. This reco6nition which the single member receives 
from the church is what lies in the KaAeZuOat. And there 
is a double propriety of the word in this section, which 
treats of the confirmation or proof of sonship in deed. In 
the spiritual generation lies the point or characteristic to 
approve ourselves children of God,-that is, the necessity 
of proving ourselves such; and the precise counterpart of 
this is our recognition by others as children. 

But, indeed, only on the part of the church. For, 
precisely in the proportion that we approve ourselves to 
them as children of God, shall we be unintelligible by the, 
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world. The out roiiro of the last clause in ver. 1 does not 
refer to the following 7va any more than it does to the 
KaXE'ia0at that precedes, but to the re,cva BEoii elvai, or, 
still better, to the whole of the previous clause. Because 
we have become partakers of this divine love, which com­
municates to us its own essence, the world cannot know 
us, because it knows not Him whom we have come to 
resemble so much. Substantially, therefore, this proposi­
tion is quite naturally proved by that out of which it 
flows ; nevertheless there is a touch of strangeness about 
it, inasmuch as there is scarcely any allusion throughout 
the entire section, vers. 1-10, to our relation to the world. 
And in fact the significance of this added clause is gathered 
less from the particular thought precisely touched upon 
here, than from the whole tenor of the Johannaean habit 
of thinking generally. It is St. John's manner, as we have 
seen it illustrated abundantly throughout the two former 
chapters, always to think in antitheses: to construct the 
matter of a positive idea out of its combination or contrast 
with its opposite. Precisely so is it here. The greatness 
of God's love, which admits us into fellowship with God 
Himself, is to be brought out all the more vividly through 
this antithesis, that our perfect and absolute separation 
from the world, even down to a total want of common 
understanding, is made so prominent. Thus the second 
hemistich is introduced, not for the sake of the discussion 
that follows, but purely to illustrate the thought itself and 
as such now in hand. 

VERSE 2. 

'Arya7T7JTOt, vvv TE/CVa BEov €0-JJ,EV' ,cat olhrw l<f>avEp<f>0,,, 
rt €UOJJ,E0a. otOaµ,ev OE OT£ f(J,V <pavepw05, i5µo£0£ aurf1 
' ' 0 " ·.,,' 0 ' ' 0' ' ta-oµe a· on o't'oµ,e a avrov ,ca we;- Eun. 

The fellowship with God, which is based upon the 
"f€VV'TJ0iJvai €~ avrov or the TE/CVOV BEov elva£, is the 
prominent idea of the section before us : the tokens of this 
divine sonship, which are no other than the 'TT'OtEtv rhv 
oi,caiouvv7Jv, are not to be more carefully exhibited. Great 
as the love of God is which approves itself in the gift of our 
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sonship (ver. 1 ), in that gift it has not reached its highest 
goal : it will make us partakers of something higher still. 
What that higher prerogative is the second verse shows. 
The apostle begins by an emphasized repetition of the 
present gift, vvv -re,cva Beov Juµev. The verse before had 
spoken of the ,c"'A.'TJ0~va6 Te,cva Beov, this verse speaks of the 
elvai; for in ver. 1 the apostle's aim was not only to bring 
out our filial relationship to God, but at the same time the 
position which in virtue of it we attain as to other children 
of God in His kingdom ; but here this aspect of the matter 
recedes, and our absolute relationship to God and to Him 
alone comes again to the front. 

It is usual to expound the thought of the verse thus: 
we are already indeed internally the children of God, 
though not yet such in the fullest sense of the word ; here­
after this internal habitus will also be externally mani­
fested (Jew <f,avep"'0fi), and then will this sonship be 
revealed, through the contemplation of God, through the 
oµoiov aimj, elvai, in all its glory and fulness. The dis­
tinction between the now and the then would accordingly 
in that case be only quantitative and not qualitative; not 
a difference in the thing, but in the degree of it ; only the 
difference between the germinal beginning and the developed 
consummation. But this analysis seems to us by no means 
in harmony with the phraseology of the verse. For when 
we read vvv 'Tf./CVa Juµ~v ,cat OU7T(J) i<f,avepw0'T] -rt Ju6µ,e0a, 
there is a difference certainly and obviously established as 
to the predicative definition of the sonship : the declaration 
of what we shall be one day is placed in contrast with 
what we now are, that is, with the -reKva Beov elvai. If we 
seize the exact sense of the words, it can be only this, 
that we shall be hereafter something different as children 
of God from what we now are. If it had been the 
apostle's design to express the thought given above as the 
alternative, to wit, that the sonship now begun would 
hereafter be consummated, we should expect ou7r"' J</)ave-

' 0 ' ' • d f ,, ,,,_ '0 ' ' ' 0 P"' 'T/ n euµev mstea o OU7r(J) e't'avepw 'TJ T£ euoµe a,-
that is, what we essentially are now already is simply not 
yet come to its full expansion and development (our.w 
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e<f,avepw01J). Moreover, we should in this case look for 
TeKva 0eov in the beginning of the sentence, emphasized 
thus as the idea common to the present and the future, 
Te,cva 0eov ~O'TJ vvv lo-µev ,c.T.A. But, as the words now 
run, the TEKva is in antithesis with what follows: now the 
children of God, hereafter something different. 

Of course, this antithesis is not an absolute one. By 
the cpavi;povu0at the future development is also exhibited 
as a consummation of the present estate ; only that this 
development leads to something beyond the TEKva 0EOv. 
Thus, then, an unbiassed consideration of the whole verse 
arrives at this idea: we have now the mighty gift of son­
ship to God, but hereafter it will be shown what we shall 
be ; in any case, something more than this. The crisis at 
which this new development will enter is indeed, strictly 
speaking, not declared; for we do not read lhav, but Nw 
<f,avepw0fi; but, inasmuch as this if,avepw0fi does sub­
stantially look back to the <f,avepw0iJvat of eh. ii. 2 9, it is 
manifest that the apostle is thinking of the development 
commencing with the judgment, that is, of eternity. But 
this does not by any means decide that the <f,avepw0fi has 
the same subject as in eh. ii. 28, Christ namely; rather it 
is more obvious to take Tt eu6µe0a as the subject: when it 
will come to the light of day to what consummate and final 
development we are called. 

But, though the matter and meaning of our full develop­
ment does not actually lie before our thought in revelation, 
yet it is already well known to us (oroaµev). What it is 
we find announced in the two sentences, oµo,ot airrr'j, 
lu6µe0a and o,[r6µe0a aUTDV ,ca0wr; €0-Ttv. The stricter 
apprehension of what this means depends primarily on the 
view we take of the on which introduces the second clause. 
It either gives the reason of the first, exhibiting the likeness 
as the result of the seeing, or it gives the reason of the 
oroaµev. But since in the latter case it must, taken ex­
actly, have meant that we know that we shall see Him; 
and fnrther, since the 01rTeu0at auT6v as a reason for our 
oµotov c·lvat auT<f> is, as we shall see, a decidedly biblical 
idea, we shall adhere to the first view, and accordingly 
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proceed from the second clause as the presupposition on 
which the first depends. 

Now, however, rises the question who is to be under­
stood by the pronoun aim5v, whether God or Christ. 
It cannot be denied that, taking the preceding sentence 
into account, the more obvious subject is o 0e6,; it is 
further in favour of referring the pronoun to the Father, 
that in ver. 3 the Son is defined by eKeivo, ; for, if 
the Son is throughout spoken of, why this change of the 
pronoun, why the eKe'ivo,, which obviously seems to refer to 
a more distant subject? But, as it respects the first reason, 
we have just now seen that in ver. 29 the Father is without 
any further intimation spoken of after the Son had been 
decidedly the subject in ver. 2 8; while it was there obvious 
enough that the reader should understand the Son to be 
the subject because St. John points him to the -fJµ-e.pa 
,cp{a-e(i),, on which, according to scriptural teaching gene­
rally, as in particular that of eh. ii. 28, the Son- is the 
active person. As to the second reason, the entering of 
J,ceivo, into the third verse, we may appeal to ver. 7, 
where J,c1:'ivo~ stands although in what precedes the Lord 
had been more than once spoken of as ailT6,. But yet 
more stringent is the appeal to John v. 3 9 : lpevvaTe Ta, 

""'\ d ~ ,.. ('.r- '"" , , ,.. }-: \ , I >f \ ,ypa.,.,a,, OTt VJJ,€£~ OOIC€tT€ V auTat, 'o(i)1JV a£WVtOV exew• /Ca£ 

J,ce'iva{ ela-w at µapTvpova-at mpl Jµov. Here the change 
of the pronouns in the same verse obviously did not arise 
out of a change in the subject, but he'ivo, is substituted 
only for stronger emphasis on the same subject: "these 
very same are they which testify of Me." Precisely so is 
it here : " He that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, 
even as the same He is pure." But all this only proves 
the possibility that the pronouns of the second and third 
verses collectively may be referred to Christ; it is shown to 
be necessary, however, by the expression itself, ot6µe0a 
ailTov ,ca0w, la-Tt. It is everywhere the scriptural doctrine 
that the Father can in no sense whatever be seen. That 
does not follow so much from the J ohannaean utterance, 
Beov oiJoek 7rOJ7rOT€ Te0eaTat,-for, although He is not seen 
here below, He might, nevertheless, in some sense be seen 

1ro~ L 
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in eternity,-but it is absolutely required by the Pauline 
• ''O .. I:' '1:- ' ,, 0 ' 1:- ' ' 1:- ~ 1:- ' saymg, 11 ewev ouoei~ av pc,nro~ ovoe ioeiv ovvarai, •• 

cpw~ olicwv a1rpouirov. It is true that in some passages 
of the New Testament - not to speak of figurative ex­
pressions in the Old - a seeing or beholding of God is 
spoken of. But Matt. v. 8 can hardly be reckoned among 
these ; on the one hand, because the seven benedictions 
revolve so directly in Old Testament terms that we must 
needs understand them after the meaning rather of the Old 
Testament than of the New, as, for instance, in the verse 
immediately following the one referred to the idea of the 
viol E>eov is altogether a different one from that which is 
exhibited, as we have seen, in our Epistle ; on the other 
hand, because, as promise and requirement must stand in 
a close relation, the preceding ica0apot rf, tcapotq, seems 
clearly to indicate the sphere in which the seeing is to be 
enjoyed, that is, in the heart. 

The meaning of the words is thus no other than that of 
Ps. xvii. 15 : -:im~~l;I r~~~ nt\l~t:t -:i•~~ nm~ i'lP -~~- The 
form of God which David would contemplate is His mani­
festation of Himself; and thus the first hemistich also, as 
similarly Matt. viii. 15, understands by the seeing of God 
the immediate fellowship of the heart with Him. As 
it respects Rev. xxii. 4, the visions of this book also are 
extremely analogous with the Old Testament style of 
representation, and it is hazardous to derive any dogmas 
immediately from its figures; while, in addition to this, we 
have there the 1rpouw1rov TOU E>eou, and this of itself points 
us to the sphere of transcendent divine manifestations. 

The doctrine of Scripture on this point comes most 
clearly out of John xiv. 7. There it is expresg}y said that 
the disciples have seen the Father because they see the 
Son : this is the only way in which a vision of God is 
practicable. From the beginning of days down to the 
most distant aeons the Logos is the only revealer of the 
Father; and no one enters into any union with the Father 
save through His mediation. That general signification, 
according to which the 81rrea0ai may certainly be 
predicated also of God, cannot be applied in our present 
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passage: here there is no allusion to any spiritual behold­
ing. For this takes place even on earth, and could not 
therefore be appropriately assigned to futurity. Moreover, 
in that case, the consequence deduced would not hold good; 
for, although in that spiritual sense we may indeed already 
see God, we are by no means on that account oµ,otot avT<p. 
The reference to God is also excluded by the 1'a0wr; eun : 
this addition can mean to indicate nothing less than an 
absolutely adequate knowledge of God; but how is it 
possible that man, the creature, should ever reach by con­
templation the interior and perfect fulness of the Creator ? 
But, if we are reduced on such a supposition to accept the 
beholding of God in a limited sense, the consequence 
d'educed from it, the oµ,otov €lvat avTp, must in like 
manner be limited; and the full and weighty expressions 
of the apostle must become altogether indefinite and 
nebulous. Only in one way can we know God, that is, 
through knowing Christ ; and Him we may know because 
He has become like us. The same inference we draw 
from the expression oµ,otot auTrj, €CTOJJ,€0a. Is it the style 
of Scripture to say that we shall be like unto God ? Con­
cerning Christ it affirms not only the oµ,oiov ftvat, but also 
the fivat tua €:hrj, (Phil. ii 6); but is this said also of us? 
One we are to become like, the Lord Jesus ; therefore 
it is said in Phil. iii. 21 that our earthly body is to be 
glorified into the likeness (€l~ TO "f€Vea0at uvµµ,op<pov) 
of His glorified body, and that we should grow up €lr; 
µ,frpov iJ7',.t1'{ar; 1'al "!rA'T)pwµ,aTor; TOV XptCTTOU. But nothing 
of this kind could be said of God, nor is anything of 
this kind ever said. Finally, then, as after all our dis­
cussion there is a phraseological possibility of referring 
the pronoun to Christ, while all scriptural analogy most 
decidedly favours our doing so, we must follow this 
guidance ; and we shall find that fuller investigation of 
the details will furnish further justification of our doing so. 

Now when St. John declares that Christians "know" 
that they shall see the Lord, the question immediately 
rises as to the ground of that knowledge. First of all, we 
ruust go back to the sayings of our Lord Himself; and we 
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find in the high-priestly prayer, John xvii. 24, a thought 
altogether similar : 1raTEP, oD, OEOw,ca, µ,ot, 0i.Aw 7va 01rou 

, \ , \ , ,.. 'f , , ,.. f'/ e ,.. \ ~If: \ 
HJ.I,£ eyw, ,ca,CEtVO£ WUL J.l,f.T EJ.l,OV, iva Ewpwu£ T'YJV oo._-av T'YJ•' 
EJJ,i]V ,P,v eow,ca, µ,ot. From these words was derived and 
formed the Christian hope of seeing the Lord as He is in 
His glory. It is precisely this which the expression says, 
cnfroµ,E0a aVTOV ,ca0w, €UT£V. A beholding of the glorified 
Redeemer as He is (,ca06J, lunv), is, in fact, on earth 
impossible; it is altogether outside of the ability of the 
human spirit to form a conception of the Son of man as 
He is now, since He has been received again into the 
fellowship of Deity, the man Jesus with the attributes of 
the Godhead; yea, even His glorified body we cannot con­
ceive of. For all this we have no faculty nor ability to 
contemplate now. Ka06J, 'tjv, as He once walked on the 
face of this earth the Son of man, the apostles had seen 
Him; thus have we also seen Him, at least in spiritual 
contemplation, since the apostles have set Him before our 
eyes as if He were visibly amongst us crucified ; ,ca0w,; 
ifuTw, in the glory which He had before the foundation of 
the world, and which He has again now restored, no one 
has ever yet seen Him, nor can any one see Him. If, 
then, the ,ca0w, Junv of our passage corresponds to the 
phrase Ti]V oofav -ryv 0EOW/Cl18 JJ,0£ (John xvii. 2 2) ; if, 
further, the oof a 0rnv of eh. i. 6 has been understood of 
His EV cfiwT), Eivai,-then must the seeing of the Lord as 
He is be no other than the seeing Him as He is cpw,. 
Assuredly, the expression 0Eo, cpw,, eh. i 5, applied 
primarily to the Father; not only, however, is it a firmly 
settled point that what the Father hath the Son bath like­
wise, but also it is expressly said that the Logos is TO cf,w, 
TWV av0pw1rwv, and in eh. ii. 9 the expressions €V Trjj cp(J)Tl 
Eivat, TO cpw, <lA.'Y}0tvov 7JO'YJ cpalvf.£, are referred to the Son. 
The idea of light is so entirely the fundamental idea of the 
Epistle before us, that in this passage we may translate 
01rTECT0at avTOV ,ca0w, €CTT£V by beholding the light of the 
Redeemer's glory. God dwells in an inaccessible light; but 
though we cannot find direct access, indirect access we can 
find to His presence. Our verse lays down the means of 
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this: we may hereafter see the Lord in His glory, as the 
a1ra(r,;au-µa Toii <pwToc;. And thus the apostle's assertion, 
that through this beholding of the Lord (5n) we may 
be made like Him, comes to its clear meaning. Here 
again we may refer to Matt. vi. 2 2 : the eye is not only 
the organ by means of which we see the light as an 
external thing; it is, at the same time, the medium through 
which our whole body becomes light,-that is, the medium 
through which the light outside of us is translated into our 
own eye. Thus, he who seeth the Lord in His glory as 
light, becomes thereby a light himself; what is beheld 
becomes his own immediate possession ; he becomes like 
his Lord. The 5µoioc; must not be pressed too far, nor 
must it be softened away: of the former we are in danger 
when we think of anything like absolute equality, which the 
word says nothing about ; of the latter we are in danger 
when we think only of holiness in general. This holiness, 
the turning away from all sin, should, according to the 
tenor of what follows, be found even upon earth; that is 
a prerogative which we already have as Te1wa Beoii; but 
when it shall be manifested Tl euoµe0a, there will be 
something beyond that privilege, even the glorification of our 
whole being after the analogy of the being of our glorified 
Lord. It is an altogether wrong and inadequate idea that 
limits the blessedness of heaven to sinlessness. Through 
sin our whole nature has become different; and therefore 
the heavenly life, the 5µowv elvai aimp, will be something 
beyond the mere ceasing from sin. Sinless our Lord was 
upon earth ; yet, notwithstanding that, His present exist­
ence is altogether different from that which He had upon 
earth. 

And now we have arrived at the point from which we 
may clearly discern what is the distinction between the 
Te1wa Beoii and the Tt, of which it is said that such we 
shall be. That the consummation of believers here dealt 
with is to be something different from the sonship, has been 
hitherto maintained and proved by appeal to the expres­
sions here used. But now we shall vindicate the correct­
ness of this assertion by substantial reasons taken from the 
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nature of the case. Here on earth the Saviour was a Son 
of God in the fullest and highest sense. Indeed, He was 
also very much more : even here already He was the Son 
of God, equal to God in power. But was He equal also 
in honour ? The dignity, the divine form, He had laid 
aside, and with respect to this He was while upon earth, 
in virtue of His own spontaneous decision, not oµ,ow, -rrp 
Ehw. To that He was restored in its fullest and deepest 
sen~e only by the ascension. So shall it be with us. We 
also are now -rl,cva 0EOu ; but that does not constitute us 
like the Lord, any more than He Himself was in an abso­
lute measure like God while in His humiliation, where the 
µ,op</)~ 0EOv was lacking to Him. But this we shall be, 
the apostle's promise tells us. 

And what means the expression which the New Tes­
tament Scripture elsewhere uses to describe this con­
summated likeness 1 'AoEXcpo'i, Xpunov. Our Lord gives 
His disciples this name once after the resurrection (John 
xx. 17); for through what it signifies the likeness is 
rendered possible ; that is the very foundation of it, as the 
Epistle to the Hebrews clearly shows ( eh. ii. 11 ). But, on 
the other hand, the feeling of every one of our hearts tells 
us that, while we even now may assume to be the children 
of God, we cannot arrogate the dignity of brotherhood with 
Christ. He is not ashamed to call us brethren (Heb. 
ii. 1 7) ; but we must not be bold enough to adopt the 
name. The brotherhood, which consists in perfect likeness 
to the Lord, we shall reach only at the end of the days 
when we shall see Him as He is. 

Now comes out clearly the reason of that peculiarity 
in St. John's phraseology to which we have referred,-to 
wit, that he uses the phrase -re,cva 0Eov, but never adopts 
St. Paul's word vfo), 0Eou. The former is a relative and 
transitory designation; the latter is one that never ceases. 
One remains a vio, all through his life ; He even who is 
exalted to the right hand of God is a vio, -rou 0Eoii; but 
it would be impossible to call Him any longer a -rl,cvov, 
for in this idea there is always the element of subordina­
tion or of a development not yet fulfilled. On earth human 
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parents may, indeed, still term an adult child •dKvov; but 
that is only because, in relation to their offspring, they are 
conscious of being in authority, or of standing in a higher 
position. If St. Paul nses, in addition to the expressions 
TEKVa Ehou, that of vtot ewu, it is simply because be con­
denses all that we have or ever shall have into this latter 
term, without reflecting specifically on the beginning of 
the development as the definition TEKva would suggest it. 
On the other hand, St. John uses only this latter expres­
sion, because he never leaves out of sight this element of 
the commencing development. St. Paul uses child and son 
promiscuously; St. John does not, for to him child always 
denotes the idea of immaturity or of being under age. For 
the present, therefore, he knows only the one vio,; 0€oii, Him 
who is our common Master; all the rest of us are TEKva 

ewv. But thus it shall not be always. He thinks of a 
stage when we shall be in full possession of equality with 
Christ ; and he expresses bis idea of this by the 5µ,oiov 

€tvai avnp, that is, XptuT<jj. The filial relation, viewed as 
TEKva dva,, is therefore not yet identical with the 5µ,oiov 

E'lva, XptuT~; it is rather the germ and the principle out 
of which the latter grows into full formation, like the moth 
from the pupa-chrysalis. And it is this which makes the 
term <pav€poiiu0a, so admirably expressive : nothing new 
will then be imparted ; it will be only the full evolution 
or expansion into the light of the germs already deposited. 
That our view of the filial relation in St. John's words is 
the right one, receives, as we think, strong support from the 
circumstance that the Apocalypse, which points throughout 
to this cj>avepfJJtJt<;, altogether omits the word we now 
consider. 

VERSE 3. 
\ ... f ,, ' ,, /~ , , ' , "" f '1" 

Ka, 7rar; o €XWV 'T1JV €11,nwa TaVT1JV €7r avnp a7vi.,,€t 

eaV'T(V, Ka0wr; €K€'ivor; a7vo<; €CTTt. 

The apostle's aim in inserting here the reference to the 
future consummation in the other world, becomes obvious 
in the third verse. His eschatology is one that is alto­
gether practical. To this estate of glory we attain only 
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through intermediate stages ; it is not reached through an 
act of divine despotic power; but a way is definitely 
marked out. If the goal is likeness to Christ, it is of the 
utmost importance to have that goal always and steadily 
and practically in view. Thus the third verse impresses 
its seal on our interpretation of the previous one. That is 
to say, taking as we have done both pronouns (auTo,, ver. 2, 
and £1C€'i110,, ver. 3) as indicating Christ, the idea is extremely 
plain : Would you be hereafter perfectly like Christ, you 
must even now aim at this same end. On the other hand, 
if we refer the auTo<; of the second verse to the Father, the 
point of connection with the third is lost : how from the hope 
of becoming like God may spring the zeal to preserve the 
aryv€la of Christ is not said ; and yet it is that we should 
expect. But we must even now aim to resemble the ll"fV€ta 

of our Lord. We must be on our guard against taking this 
idea as interchangeable with that of the oµ,oiov €lvat auT<j, 

in the previous verse. 'A"lvda is essentially the require­
ment of sinlessness; this is exhibited as the goal and 
problem of the earthly development of the Christian. But 
if I think of this requirement as fulfilled, yet this is far 
from including the full meaning of the oµ,otov €ivai aurr'j,, 
as it was still more closely defined by the addition "a0wc; 
la-Ti. Christ was, indeed, sinless here upon earth ; but 
that did not constitute Him the glorified one whom we are 
to become like. The weakness of which the Apostle Paul 
speaks, in relation to Christ's earthly life (2 Cor. xiii 4), 
the constraints and manifold limitation to which He had 
subjected Himself, would remain in us also, even if we 
were supposed to be sinless. It is therefore with perfect 
propriety that St. John regards this aryv€{a as only a pre­
liminary and condition of the oµoiov €'lvai hereafter to be 
attained. 

But the requirement of aryv€/a requires to be defined 
more closely. Despite its etymological affinity with ciryioc;, 
the word aryvo,, in profane as well as in scriptural use, has 
a perfectly distinct and definite meaning apart from ci,yto<;. 

On the one hand, it is to be_ observed that aryvoc; contains 
even in classical Greek a negative element, which takes 
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form in an abundance of connections, such as tL'yvtJc; cpovov, 

a')'v6, ')'aµov. Further, the etymological link with c:it;€CJ·0ai, 
fear, and lhaµai, wonder at, is more firmly adhered to in 
ll')'VO<;' than in a')'LO<;', 'A')'VO<;' is he who is by any autho­
rity, or by any power swaying him, preserved from evil. 
The a')'vov elvai comes to effect through the alciw,, the 
sacred fear. Hence the word is never used of God Him­
self; though &')'toe; is used of Him, signifying as it does 
generally severance from all evil. Hence, further, aryvoc; is 
especially used of the chaste spirit; it rests essentially on 
the internal abhorrence of anything that would tarnish 
virgin purity and honour. Similarly, when U')'Vo<; is said 
of the N azarite : his abstinentia is grounded on the dread 
of tainting by contact with the profane the divine to which 
he is consecrated. In like manner, the word is in Exodus 
applied to preparation for the divine revelation of the law: 
here, also, there is a dread of bringing the natural into too 
close proximity to the divine. From all this it appears 
that aryveta is substantially the virtue of reverentia. But 
this being so,-and all passages of the New Testament in 
which aryvo,, and words derived from it, appear, confirm it, 
-the idea seems altogether inappropriate to the exalted 
Christ. If we read ,ca0w, E/Cf£VO<; a,ryv6<; ij v, that would not 
seem quite so strange, for we might suppose this reverentia 
to have been displayed by the Lord while on earth; His 
perpetual waiting on the will of the Father, which is so 
prominent in St. John's Gospel, is nothing but that holy 
fear. But can this be affirmed also of the glorified Christ '/ 
Is that now necessary to Hirn ? can He indeed yet exercise 
that? The breath of disciplinary severity, which cannot be 
detached from the word aryveta, may yet in a certain way 
be predicated even of the Exalted One. For His present 
glory He reached, according to Scripture, only through His 
absolute obedience, in virtue of His overcoming all tempta­
tions, and most entirely submitting Himself to the obedience 
of the Father's will. And that which He thus as man 
attained through exercise of the O,')'VEW, is now still stamped 
upon the countenance of the Redeemer ; even as He is 
beheld by the same St. John in the form and under the 
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aspect of the apvlov focpa-yµivav. Nothing of what the 
Lord possessed upon earth has passed away ; everything 
has become an eternal element of His personality. As 
with man nothing that he has experienced and has become 
passes away, but without it he would be through the ages 
of ages different from what he is, so also with the Lord. 
If, then, we are to become hereafter like Him, the apostle 
says, we must on our part appropriate to ourselves the 
a,r·tvei'a which the Lord exercised here below, in virtue of 
which He passed into His glory. There is no word which 
to the same extent as this expresses the whole grace and 
tenderness of the ethical habit. 

Let us now gather up the connection of the strain now 
developed. St. John taught us, in eh. ii. 2 9, that we shall 
have confidence in the day of judgment only on the ground 
of the 7rate'iv -r~v ou,a1acrvv7Jv, which will approve us as ,yeyev­
""l}-1,~vai €IC TOV Beau. This ,ye,yevviju0at €IC -rau Beau is first 
of all, as we have seen, and as the apostle himself firmly 
establishes by the eow1Cev, a divine gift, entirely independent 
of human act, the gift, that is, of the Spirit, or, more particu­
larly, of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. That is the beginning 
of all Christian development. We are called the sons of 
God (1CA-7J0wµ,ev, ver. 1) not on account of anything we do, 
but in virtue of a divine act accomplished in us. But, on 
the other hand, we are to become, lav cpavepw0fi, like 
Christ; and that can take place only if the possibility of 
this likeness is on our part afforded by the a,yvttew. 
Between that originating divine act, by which He gives us 
the Holy Spirit and declares us to be His children, and 
this conclusive and consummating divine act, by which He 
makes us like Christ, that is, glorifies us, there is thus a 
mediating human act or doing, which is called as to its 
internal characteristic a,yvela, and according to its outward 
expressions 7rate'iv -r~v Ot1Catauvv7Jv. Thus, while God now 
beholds us as His sons on the ground of His gift, He will 
call us such in the judgment only if, in the strength of 
that gift, we have become sons in our act, that is, in the 
full transformation of our life. The subject, therefore, of 
the first three verses of our chapter is to establish the 
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ground of the assurance that the regenerate have confidence 
through the working of righteousness : the reason is con­
tained in the exposition that the sonship as the gift of God 
is only the beginning, and that between this and the con­
summation (ver. 2) the aryve{a, or the moral character and 
life by which that beginning is to be confirmed and approved, 
is to be intermediately carried out. 

VERSE 4. 

Ila<, o 7TOlWV -r~v Jµap-r{av, ,cal 'r~V avoµfav 7TOt€£" ,cal 
~ aµap-rta EtT'rtV "7 avoµia. 

The exhortation to the 1rot€'iv n1v OtKato<IVV'TJV takes a 
form habitual to our apostle : first of all, he presents sharply 
to view the aµap-rla, its opposite, in order that thereby he. 
may illustrate the meaning of the positive idea concerning 
which he has t-0 speak. Here it is above all needful that 
we should regard anything that opposes the OiKato<IVV'T}V as 
also a contradiction and absolute opposite to the divine 
nature, as contrary to God in its very essence ; and that 
we should be careful not arbitrarily to restrict in any way 
the idea of sin. This definition and delimitation of the 
idea of aµ,ap-rta is the subject of the fourth verse. 

This word is not supposed, in the apostle's teaching, to 
convey a more comprehensive idea than avoµ{a, but to be 
strictly co-extensive with it: wherever, therefore, we are 
constrained to find aµap-r{a. Nothing evil can to the Chris­
tian man be merely imperfection, or sin, so to speak, of 
the second degree: all is to him transgression of the law. 
Such is the strict meaning of the word avoµ,{a even in 
classical Greek: it signifies not the conduct which proceeds 
from a state in which the law is either absent or unknown, 
it does not imply the exclusion of a voµoi,, but rather 
expresses a guilt which casts aside the law already existing 
by actual neglect of its requirements, just as in the German 
Ungesetzlichkeit is interchangeable with Widergesetzlichlceit. 
And thus avoµ{a, when the word really occurs in its full 
meaning, is the very strongest definition or description of sin : 
the voµo,;, indeed, according to St. Paul, makes sin generally 
exceeding sinful, and his emphatic word lm,ca-rapa-ro,; 1riis 
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~- OU!l lµµev.i lv 7ra<n TO£, ,Y€,YpaµµevoL, lv TV f3{{3Xrp TOU 

voµov (Gal. ii. 20), refers, precisely as St. James does, 
h .. ,, ~.,. - ' ' ' ' ,:-, ' • \ c . 11. 10, O/j'T£, o'"'v T<-V voµov T'TJPTJ(jft, 7rTa£(jE£ oe €V EV~, 

'YE"'f0V€ 'TT'UVTWV evoxo,, to sin as definitely and strictly 
avoµta. This sunders man unfailingly, according to the 
very idea of man, from God. And the force of the apostle's 
declaration is, that avopia is not a subordinate kind or a 
specifically aggravated degree of the aµapTla, but that 
every aµapTfa is at the same time avoµ{a : in short, that 
the two ideas cannot be separated from each other. 

The solemn earnestness of this proposition will appear 
more fully when we inquire what the voµo, is, and what 
is in St. John's estimation that voµo,, the violation or not 
following of which he speaks of in the avoµ{a. Most 
certainly it is not the universal law of conscience ; for the 
New Testament never calls that voµo,; nor yet is it, how­
ever, the law of :Moses or the old covenant as such. It is 
not this, first, because in the Old Testament the strict 
congruence or coincidence here declared between aµapT{ a 
and avoµ{a did not yet exist: there were actually multi­
tudes of aµapTtai, or moral delinquencies, for instance, in 
the connubial relations which were not forbidden by the 
letter of the Mosaic law, and were not therefore avoµ{a. 
Secondly, not the old law, because St. John furnishes no 
instance of the word voµo,, standing absolutely, being 
applied to the Mosaic law. It is true that in two passages 
(John vii. 49, xii. 34) it stands absolutely and as the 
definition of the Old Testament canon; but it must be 
observed that this is put into the mouth of the Pharisees 
only; and elsewhere there is the invariable addition o voµo, 
'ilµwv, a voµo, Mwii(j'EW,, or the like. The reason of this is 
to be found in the fact that St. John starts originally (eh. 
i. 18) from the great principle of a sharp antithesis between 
the revelation of the law and the revelation through Christ. 
The Mosaic law was to him absolutely and only the law of 
the Jews: although this did no violence to the truth that 
Christ was born 01/ /laTaAtJ/ja£ TOV voµov aAA.ti 'TT'A'T}pwuaL. 

Thus we are constrained to understand the voµo,, op­
position to which is here expressed by the word avoµta, 
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of the divine law generally and universally, as it is 
revealed through Christ : the expression refers as well 
to the as it were new commandments given by the 
Saviour, as to the spirit of the Old Testament which our 
lawgiver has only released from the rypaµµa enveloping it 
and thrust forward into the foreground. The uttered or 
revealed will of God is the v6µoc;, therefore dvoµla is the 
opposition or rebellion of the lawless will against this 
will. Every aµapTia, consequently, bears on it:3 front the 
impress of avoµ{a as thus explained : every transgression 
or shortcoming in the widest sense of the word. But this 
view of the matter was not obvious to the churches here 
addressed, any more than it is obvious to us who have 
received this fundamental declaration in its true meaning: 
it is only too common in the very nature of men to 
establish distinctions and gradations among individual sins. 
As to the countless little failures and defects in common 
life, no man indeed who is filled with the Spirit of Christ 
will justify these, or even hold them as indifferent: but 
have we in relation to them a pressing consciousness of 
actual transgression of law ? Do we look at the manifold 
discords of our life, and its deviations from the line of the 
Christian ideal as positive sins, every one of which imme­
diately and certainly separates us from God, and can be 
expiated or abolished only by deep repentance and a distinct 
act of forgiveness ? Most assuredly in multitudes of cases 
it is not so: such things are thought of as imperfections, but 
do not press on the consciousness as avoµ(a. 

Now, St. John declares here that this current view of 
the matter as entertained by us is not of the truth ; he 
lays this down as an axiom without any further demonstra­
tion: the demonstration of it is plain enough throughout 
the whole teaching of the apostle. If, in fact, the Spirit 
of Christ guides us into all truth, and therefore in every 
particular case shows us what is right, every sin must be 
an act of resistance to the drawing of the Spirit, and 
consequently of disobedience to the will of God as shown 
by the Spirit, and consequently against the v6µ,oc; 0eov. 
I may not in the specific case have been conscious of the 
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drawing of the Spirit; but then that was my fault, and 
does not alter the position of things. As in the well­
known passage in the Sermon on the Mount concern­
ing the oath, the centre and pith of the explanation­
too often unobserved-is that the mere utterance of yea 
must itself contain equally inviolable truth as the oath 
with its strong emphasis, the simple affirmation being 
lifted up to the height of the oath ; so here in like manner 
it is the design of St. John to elevate every sin in its 
whole and wide domain to the degree of dvoµ,{a. There 
lies in every sin, of whatever kind for the rest it may be, 
the highest grade of guiltiness. 

But this definition of the nature of sin, as it is contained 
in the words ;, aµ,apr{a Eurlv ;, dvoµ,ta, does not itself 
constitute the motive of the verse, but serves only for the 
illustration of the first member of it: he who committeth 
sin committeth also a breach of the law. The article before 
aµ,apriav is not intended to distinguish a specific kind of 
sin from other kinds; for nothing whatever had been said 
about various kinds of sin in the present Epistle. It 
simply comprehends the diversified acts of human sin 
which may take place into the unity of one idea. He who 
aµ,apriav r1,va 'TT'OtE'i, by that very fact also committeth T'TJV 
aµ,apr[av ; in every individual transgression the nature of 
the sin is manifested. The emphasis lies in the first 
hemistich plainly upon the 'TT'oiEiv ; for generally the apostle 
is here occupied with the doing of men. That the 7T'OtEiv 
'T~V aµ,apr{av is identical with the 'TT'OiEiv 'T~V avoµ,iav, the 
apostle proves by the simple declaration that aµ,apria and 
avoµ,ta are or ought to be for Christians interchangeable 
ideas. Similarity of nature implies or produces similarity 
of outward manifestation. Substantially, therefore, the 
second universal proposition of the verse is the demon­
stration or proof of the first particular proposition ; but, 
inasmuch as they are bound together by the general ,ea{, 

we see that the apostle reflects not precisely on the causal 
connection of the two propositions, but simply regards the 
second as the illustration of the first. Now if every sin is 
as well in its internal nature (ver. 4b) as 'in its outward 
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revelation (ver. 4a), avoµ,{a, this assertion must bear to be 
applied to every specific case : hence the 'll"a, placed first 
with strong emphasis, which in this particular section 
appears as abundant as in the section parallel to it in the 
organism of the Epistle, eh. i. 6 seq. (comp. vers. 3, 4, 6, 
down to 9, 10 seq.). It is precisely this emphatic assertion 
of the universal and exceptionless fact that is calculated to 
impress deeply the conviction that the question here is of 
every individual sin and of every individual sinner. 

VERSE 5. 

K ' ,,~ "' ' ... !1,1.. '0 ('/ ' ~ , ,, ai oioa-re on €/CHIio, €-,,avepw 1/, iva Ta, aµ,apna, aprr 
,cat, aµ,apT{a Ell avnj, OVIC €(]"T£. 

Now, as every sinful work is express opposition to the 
commandment, the revealed will of God, so also it is further 
a contradiction as well to the manifestation of Christ 
(ver. 5a) as to His person (ver. 5b); for He appeared to no 
other end than Tct, aµ,apT{a, apai. This phrase may have 
three meanings : either that Christ has borne our sins, or 
that He took them upon Himself, or that He has taken 
them away. At a glance it will be plain that these three 
interpretations are substantially very near to each other. 
If Jesus took sins upon Himself, that could be only in 
order to bear them ; and if He did this, it was, however, for 
the sake of taking away, and with that design. On the 
other hand, if the word signifies here that He has borne 
them away, there are abundant reasons from other quarters 
to assure us that this was accomplished through His bearing 
them. Nevertheless, the decision of this point is not matter 
of indifference ; for in the nature of the case St. John 
must have had expressly in view one or other of these 
elements. 

The signification of bearing we must give up at once, 
because St. John never elsewhere uses aipetv in this mean­
ing; it would be necessary, therefore, to resort to it only if 
the ordinary meaning was not sufficient. Our apostle uses 
the word either in an external and local sense for "lifting up 
anything," for example, x€'ipa,, "A-{0ou,, and the like, or with 
the significance of " taking away." Now, if aipeiv is here 
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to mean " take on Himself," the additional clause tcal EV 
a?mj, aµap·rta ovK, lcrnv must signify only that although 
there was no sin in Him, nevertheless He suffered Himself 
to be treated as a sinner,-that, in fact, not His own sin, but 
the sin of others lay upon Him. But there is nothing here 
to indicate such a thought as that; and, moreover, in this 
case we should have read not la-nv, but ~v. Further, the 
expression " take sin on Himself" would lead us to the 
atonement; and the idea would be strictly parallel with 
that expressed in eh. ii., that Jesus is the tAaa-µoc; 7rEpl Twv 
aµapnwv. But any such remembrancer of the atonement 
must be supposed, as in the instance just quoted, to be 
applied as a consolation to those who are still and ever 
harassed with sin; and what the context here requires as 
its design is exhortation rather than comfort. In the case 
just supposed the meaning would be: as ye were the cause 
of such pains to your Lord, now show yourselves thankful; 
of this, however, there is not the faintest indication. 

But there is perfect appropriateness in the thought of a 
remcmbrancer of the redemption from sin fully accomplished 
by our Lord, as that redemption consists in the "doing 
away of sin" (the fiµwv, "our sins," must be struck out). 
If Jesus put away sins, then no one has any part in Him 
who suffers himself to have any confederacy with sin. 

And by what means was this putting away accomplished, 
and the new man who T~v oitcaiorrvv17v 7roi1:'i, implanted 
instead ? This is answered by the E<pav1:pw017. It is clear 
that the expression is larger than 7raa-x1:w or a7ro0v~rr1mv, 
of which, when redemption is in question, we usually think 
first of all ; but it is also quite distinct from the elc; Tov 
tcorrµov €A~'A.v0w or the a-ap~ E"feVETO. On the one hand, it 
signifies less than those phrases, inasmuch as the manner in 
which His manifestation was consummated is not indicated ; 
while at the same time more than they, inasmuch as it 
does declare that before the passion His work was actually 
efficient, although by it alone it was brought to full mani­
festation. The entire contents of the prologue,John i. 1-13, 
-that the Loews had been from the berrinninrr the lin-ht 
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and life of the world, but by means of His incarnation 
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had manifested Himself as such in the highest sense,-lies 
wrapped up germinally in the <f,avepoua-0ai. This self­
manifestation was ordered expressly with this design (Zva), 
that sin should be made to disappear. In the fact that the 
sw~ as such is made manifest, the power of death is sub­
stantially taken away through its manifestation; in the fact 
that the <f,w~ aX'T}0tv6v shineth, the darkness recedes im­
mediately and in virtue of its very shining : by a natural 
necessity the design of our Lord is accomplished ; and 
in reality His entire life, which is here comprehended in 
the l<f,avepw0'TJ, has not only a redeeming aim and ten­
dency, but also a redeeming power. Through His whole 
influence, word, suffering, dying, rising again, - that is, 
through the whole process of His <f,avJpwui~ taken on all 
sides,-He implanted in the world subjected to sin the 
germ of sinlessness. According to the apostle's view, this 
power was not wrapped up and concluded in His death, 
although it was in His death that this power was pre­
eminently unfolded. 

The parallel passage, John i. 2 9, confirms this view of 
the matter; and that is peculiarly important, because the 
two passages cannot well be separated from each other. 
There we read, o aµvo~ TOV 0eov o afpwv Tel~ aµaprta~ TOU 

,c6uµou. The present participle in this sentence does not 
require to be explained by the theory that St. John brings 
forward into the present the element of Christ's death ; nor 
on the principle that the present is chosen because the effects 
of that death always continue to the time that now is: 
on either of these suppositions the present would really be 
treated as the future. The participle must be understood 
in its most proper and distinctive meaning. Already at 
that very time the Lord was in act to take away the sin of 
the world, because He was such through His whole life; 
already at that time He was the aµvo~ TOV eeov, because 
He was so through His whole life, and not first in His 
death became the Lamb. 

This aspect of the matter would have much more im­
portance attached to it, and it would exert a healthier 
influence on our entire soteriology, if we conceived more 

1 JOIIN. M 
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justly and laid to heart more simply the words of Matt. 
viii. 1 7. The evangelist there regards the work of Christ 
as already, in the first period of it, fulfilling the prophetic 
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wor , Tai, ao- eveiai;- 'TJ/J,WV e"A,a,,-.,e ,cat 'Tai, voo-ovi;- 7JJJ,WV e,-.,aa--

'Tao-ev : this prophetic word we are accustomed to refer to 
the death of Christ; but the evangelist's use of it points 
directly to the -view we have just been exhibiting and 
defending. For if our Lord through His whole activity, 
and specifically in His healing of the sick, bore our sorrow, 
so also throughout His whole life He took it away; for the 
former was a reality only on account of the latter. In John 
i. 29 we certainly find, in connection with the redeeming 
and delivering element, which is represented by arpeiv, the 
atoning element also, as contained in the expression aµ,vo,;; 

Tau Beov ; for even if we consider this to refer at once to 
the paschal lamb, at any rate there was an expiating and 
therefore sacrificial characteristic in it. It is indeed other­
wise in our passage: here the v[o<, 'TOU Beau is the subject: 
the Son of God was manifested in order to abolish sin, 
establish His kingdom, and destroy the kingdom of the 
devil (ver. 8); here, therefore, prominence is given, not to 
the form of a Servant which our Lord assumed in order to 
our reconciliation with God, but to the might of the Ruler 
who has brought to light life and .our immortality of being. 

Thus the only two passages (ours and the parallel in the 
Gospel) which have been adduced against the interpretation 
of atpeiv as take away, have been seen to admit it as possible, 
and our own to require it absolutely. It is useless, in 
opposition, to urge, finally, that atpeiv is the translation of 
tt~~' and that therefore it must mean bear, or at least to 
take upon Himself. Not only may be opposed to this the 
fact that the Septuagint invariably reproduces " bear" by 
<p€pew and the like, but that the ttif~, particularly in its 
combination with l)~~. has precisely the meaning of taking 
away sin ; compare Ps. xxxii. 1. Thus the Old Testament 
gives our interpretation its full sanction. 

The second clause of the verse is externally to be taken 
as a leading proposition ; for the J ohannaean diction is 
so far Hebraizing, that it prefers the juxtaposition or co-
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ordination of sentences to their subordination; whence it 
sometimes happens that the second member of a subordinate 
clause is changed into a main proposition. It is precisely 
so here. But if we take the second hemistich as only 
formally independent, it is substantially to be regarded as 
dependent on the oroaT€, But then what is the relation of 
the clause, linked with it by 1Cai, introducing the thought 
of the righteousness of Jesus, to the preceding thought of 
His redeeming work ? When we observe that the verse 
following is joined on to the close of this one,-as there is 
no sin in Jesus, there ought not to be sin in him who, for 
his part, belongs to Jesus,-and thus that the aµ,apT{av 

apai apparently comes no further into consideration, we 
shall obviously see in the words aµapT{a EV avTij> OVIC €(1'T£V 

the apostle's more particular specification of the grounds of 
the aµapT{a<; apat. That being the case, the second hemi­
stich only bringing out into prominence the fundamental 
thought of the first, this latter must be regarded as really 
included in the reference when we find that the following 
verse is formally linked only to the second clause. The 
concluding words of the verse thus indicate the way in 
which Jesus has brought to effect the aµapTtac; apat: it is 
because He manifested Himself as the sinless one, and 
through that same manifestation communicated His sinless­
ness to men also. For if a mere human word or work can 
produce a transforming effect on him to whom it is com­
municated, how much more will the revelation of the 
righteousness of Christ be able to act transformingly on the 
recipients of that revelation ! For the rest, aµapT{a ev 

avTij> OVIC €lTT£V is by no means the equivalent of aryvo<; €(TT£ 

in ver. 3 : the latter marks especially the internal habitus 
of the character, on the ground of which sinning is im­
possible ; the former refers rather to the expressions of that 
internal quality. 

VERSE 6. 

Ila<; o Ell avT<p µJvwv, ovx aµapT<Ll/€£ • 'Trac; o aµapnJ,vwv, 
, ", J \ ,~, ,, , ' 

oux €wpa1C€V auTOV, OUO€ €,YIIWIC€V auTOV, 

When, therefore, the apostle deduces from the end of the 
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manifestation of Jesus, and then more particularly from 
the nature of Him who appeared, that sin and belonging 
to the Lord are perfectly irreconcilable opposites, this is 
logically altogether clear and incontrovertible. But, on the 
other hand, there is much that 1·ises up against the simple 
and unlimited acknowledgment of the saying before us : 
not only does the common Christian consciousness which­
despite sin still operative in believers-still clings to the 
fact of sonship to God revolt against it, but also this 
exaggeration of the antithesis seems not to harmonize with 
our Epistle itself. While in our verse the apostle makes 
it emphatic that every one who sins neither has nor can 
have had any fellowship with the Lord, he has notwith­
standing, in eh. i. 8-10, not only recognised the presence 
of sin in believers, but even described their denial of it as 
an essential lie, and as a clear token of the absence of 
fellowship with the Lord. Hence it is easily to ue under­
stood that many industrious attempts have been made to 
soften down the meaning of our verse, and thus to reconcile 
it with clear and express declarations elsewhere. But all 
these efforts are discredited by the phraseology and the 
context of our passage. It has been attempted to explain 
aµapravEtv as continuing in sin; but the arbitrariness of 
such an exegesis is manifest at once. And if the sins are 
limited to very grave sins, such as the sin unto death, this 
is evidently contradictory to the context and spirit of the 
argument, in which the apostle is simply denying every dis­
tinction between sin and sin, and exhibiting every aµaprla 
as also an avoµla. But not less enoneous is the explana­
tion that the Christian does not in fact sin, because, as a 
Christian and according to his new man, he cannot sin, but 
as such cherishes nothing but hatred against the sin which, 
according to his old man, he commits. For although I may 
hate the sin which I do, it still remains sin; and as it is 
in me, it cannot possibly be said of me that I sin not : 
granted that I cannot in my new man sin, nevertheless it is 
the I, my person, which is the sinning subject. Generally, 
the view cannot be psychologically sustained which would 
introduce a total cleavage of the one human constitution, 
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making the half of the man a sinner -that is, the old man 
-at the very time that the other half is under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit. All subterfuges of this and of similar 
kinds are exploded by a touch of the passage itself. We 
have seen that the apostle pleads against every sin as avoµfa; 

and that, further, according to the Scripture, every avoµta 

inevitably separates from God. Then it follows directly 
and most closely from these premises, that every sin, be it 
what it may, sunders from God; and that he who commits 
it can have no communion with Him. How such a rigid 
scriptural utterance as this can be reconciled with the rest 
of Scripture is another and a second question, which we 
leave at present unconsidered. It is enough now to 
establish that St. John did lay down the propositions we 
now consider. 

The second half of the verse gives us the converse of the 
proposition we have been studying, but in such a way that 
its idea is only made essentially more intense. The thought 
of the former clause, 71'Q,~ o €V auT<j, µ£V(J)V oux aµapnivEi, is 
in itself not absolutely inexplicable: it might be said that 
the sinning man had fellowship with God, and will have it 
again; and that his sin has also interrupted that fellowship. 
But all this is taken away by the second clause, which 
makes it more startling than ever : the µ£vetv of the former 
does seem, indeed, to presuppose that there had been an 
actual past union with God; but here this is expressly 
denied, for we read : 'll'a~ o aµapniv(J)v ovx £wpaK€V au-rov 

OU0€ E"fV(J)/GfV au-rov. If we had the present tense in each 
case instead of the perfect, the meaning of the latter clause 
would be very much the same as that of the former: sup­
posing that in the critical time of sinning the image of the 
Lord is not on the table of my heart, might it not have 
heen there before though it is not there now ? The £(J)pa­

K£vat here might be explained by the same word in ver. 2. 
It is true that they do not refer to the same object : in 
vcr. 2 the glorified Son of God is the object beheld; but 
He cannot be meant in our present passage. He cannot 
according to the connection; and because, simply, we have 
no image in our minds of the glorified Christ, nor can our 
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thoughts of Him serve us here in the least degree. Here 
the object beheld is the Lord as He was once manifested, 
e<f,avEpwB,,,, and as He in fact in W horn aµap7ia OV/C eunv. 
Thus the Ewpa,ceva, refers to the Lord not 1ta0wr; eunv, but 
,ca0wr; ~v: just as the apostles have depicted Him in His life 
and sufferings before our eyes, as if in fact He had been 
crucified amongst ourselves (Gal. iii 1, after Luther). Yet 
even if the two beholdings in this and the second verse are 
different as to the aspect of the object beheld, the seeing 
itself is of the very same nature, and is followed in both 
cases by the same results. When we behold the glorified 
Lord we shall be changed into the same image, and be in 
fact glorified ourselves; and so here likewise, he who has 
truly beheld the Sinless One should through this beholding 
himself become sinless. This consequence is so express to 
the apostle's mind as to bring out the declaration, that 
he who is not sinless proves by that very fact his never 
having yet beheld the Lord. 

Of course it needs not to be insisted on that the seeing 
here meant does not consist in historical knowledge of 
Christ ; but that such a perception is meant as is brought 
about by the instrumentality of the Spirit of Christ Him­
self, whose office is to bring to remembrance of the disciples 
both Him and all that He has said. Hence the apostle 
goes on to say that the sinning man, as he has not seen the 
Lord, so also he "has not known Him." This position after 
vpav is intended to stamp the ,YWWU/CE£V as either a higher 
grade or as a consequence of the seeing. It is not that 
vpav is a figurative expression, and ryivwu,cE£v its translation 
into fact: this is evident partly from the ovoe itself, which 
points to a distinction between the ideas which it divides, 
and partly from the circumstance that to St. John the vpav 
is by no means a figure, but the standing expression for a 
spiritual energy which absolutely refuses to be translated 
into anything else. The difference between the two words 
is rather this, that vpav indicates the intuition, the act in 
virtue of which I take something immediately into myself 
or my mind ; while ryivwu,mv defines the apprehension or 
knowledge which is found as the consequence of this 
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intuition,-that is, the consciousness and the means of it, 
its reconciliation with all the other objects of my thinking. 
Consequently the ,Y£VWU/Cf.£V is the result of the opav; the 
former without the latter would be an impossibility. It is 
customary with the Scripture generally to take the word 
,ywwu1'Eiv with a specially emphatic meaning. Thus, when 
in Matt. vii. 23 the Lord says to those who would bring to 
His mind their great deeds : ouOl!1roTE l'Yvoov vµfis. And 
yet it is unimaginable that a 7rporfnJTEVEtv, a oa{µova,;; h­
/3aX"J-,.E£v, in the name of Jesus, could be wrought without 
some corresponding relation to the Lord behind them ; but 
the Lord denies any such relation. This is substantially 
the . same case as that in our verse, and corresponds to its 
assertion that he who sinneth never had fellowship with 
the Lord. The only question is, how we are to understand 
a doctrine of Scripture which is so clearly expressed. 

The history of St. Paul's conversion may give us help. 
It is said there, on the one hand, that 'the apostle's com­
panions had not heard the voice which spoke to him (Acts 
xxii. 9); and, on the other, that they had heard it (Acts 
ix. 7). There is no contradiction here ; for in the one case 
it is declared that they heard a sound and perceived a voice, 
while in the other it is said that they did not hear the 
words of this voice. It was the same with the heavenly 
voice which the Lord heard in John xii. 28: some heard 
the sound as it were only of thunder; others discerned an 
angel's voice; the disciples alone heard the words which 
were pronounced. In this latter case it might have been 
said of the people that they heard a voice as well as the 
seemingly direct contrary. In both the examples thus 
adduced it might have been said that nothing was heard, 
inasmuch as that was not heard which was properly to be 
heard. The relation in our present passage between seeing 
and knowing is precisely similar. St. John uses them 
here, as in Acts xxii. 9 the hearing is used, with an 
emphatic meaning : the sinning man demonstrates by his 
sin, that knowing in the strict sense cannot be predicated 
of him ; for had he really known, he could not have sinned. 
But that does not exclude the possibility that elsewhere 
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the same ideas may be found with a more lax application. 
Even from the hem of our Saviour's garment a virtue 
issued, and there was healing in the apostle's handkerchief; 
but he who had experienced the healing power of the 
handkerchief was far from being on that account acquainted 
with all the treasures that flowed from the spirit of the 
apostle. We may here and there and in: some various 
degrees submit to the influence of the Holy Ghost, and 
break off many a sin ; but so long as sin is still in us, it 
is proved that we have seen only the hem of the Lord's 
garment, not His very nature ; for His nature is Su,atouvv11, 

and he who hau seen and known Him as U,cawr; must 
through that seeing have become himself sinless. 

Now let us sum up the meaning of the verse. He who 
abideth in Christ sinneth not. The present does not express 
precisely the actual now, but a continuing condition : in 
him in whom the µhetv has become a reality, for µ.wew 

carries with it the idea of abiding continuously. In him 
there is the abiding condition of the oux aµ,apnLvetv. 

Again, on the other hand, in the case of him who sirmeth, 
such an abiding state has not been attained : the actings of 
the opiiv and "(tvwa-,ceiv are-let the perfects be observed­
not accomplished facts. Then the sum is : every sin 
demonstrates that we are not found in the fellowship of 
the Lord. 

VERSE 7. 
Te,cv{a, fl,'l'JOE!<; 77}1,ava:uJJ vµ.ar;· 0 '1T"OtWV T~V Ot/CatOG'VV'T]V 

O(,cator; fG''Tt, ,ca06Jr; f/C€£VO<; o/,cator; fG'TtV. 

But this thought is too keen, too repellent to the natural 
man, for reception in this plain form, and without quali­
fication. Hence follows the express exhortation not to be 
led astray by opposite and erroneous thoughts. The direct 
appeal by no means introduces a new thought ; but here 
as everywhere its aim is to bring close home the apostolic 
utterance to the individual reader. The words µ,11oelr; 

'1T"AavaTCJJ vµ,iir; lead at once to the supposition that the 
church was in danger of giving heed to such spirits of 
error; but we must not overlook the fact that the tempta-
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ti.on to lower views is not supposed to lie in any definite 
relation to others and in any definite sect, but is always 
grounded on the thoughtlessness of the natural man. We 
are too often content with the consciousness that we stand 
in some special relation to the Lord, and come to regard 
sin as an unavoidable evil which is not so very hurtful as 
might be thought. In opposition to this, the apostle makes 
it emphatic that the only test, the only sure evidence, of 
the righteousness of believing is the righteousness of living: 
where the latter is wanting, there must be something 
fundamentally wrong in the former. The stress of the 
seventh verse lies on the 1rot€'i.11: he only is righteous whose 
righteousness is approved in act. As we read in John 
iii 31, o tJv ;" T}], ryry,, l,c T~, ryij, f(j'Tt, -he whose origin 
is the earth has in fact an earthly origin, bears its signa­
ture in himself,-so it is here with the o 1ratw11 T~v 
otKato(j-6117111 Utcato, i(jnv : he who is righteous must be 
simply righteous, and bear the stamp of righteousness on 
himself. It is then added that this righteousness, thus 
approving itself, makes us like the righteous Christ. This 
does not mean to say that by such a procedure we may 
attain to a specially distinguished kind of righteousness, 
such, namely, as Christ had ; for the apostle in this present 
connection knows nothing about gradations in righteousness 
any more than he acknowledges gradations in sin. The 
clause ,ca0<iJ, tc.T."'A., rather points back to ver. 3: there it 
was said that the goal of ciur earthly development is the 
ary11€ta of Christ; and this we are supposed in the present 
words of St. John to reach in the doing of righteousness. 

VETISE 8. 

~o 'lrOtWv T~V tlµapTlav, EK TOV 8,a{30Aov luTtv. ~Tl, &,,r11 

apxfi, o o,a/3a"'A.o, aµ,apTa1J€l. El, TOUTO erpavepw071 o Vto, 
TOU 0€0V, rva "'A.-6/jv Ta lprya TOU Dta{3ol\ou. 

As we in this way enter into fellowship with the Lord, 
so through the 1rot€Z11 T~v aµ,apT{av we enter into fellowship 
with the devil : this is, generally, the matter of the eighth 
verse. The latter part of it first of all demands our 
attention ; as it in fact furnishes the logical basis of the 



186 THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. JOII~. 

former. Because the devil sinneth from the beginning, do 
all sinners therefore spring from him ? There is certainly 
a suspicious tone of the post hoe ergo propter hoe about this. 
But all depends on the right view of ,hr' apx71c;. The idea 
of the apx~ is applied in such manifold ways, that it must 
in every individual case be explained by the context. 
The interpretation that the devil sins from the beginning 
of his being or existence is by no means justified by the 
expression ; for the absolutely general a,r' apx71c; would be 
quite unsuitable to such a notion. The only tolerable 
reference is to the aµapTtivew: the devil was the origin of 
sinning, or it made its beginning in him. When that 
beginning of sin and of his sinning took place is not here 
mentioned : it is enough that his sin was the first. But 
there is assuredly no reason, and it would be entirely 
wrong, to understand this beginning of the fall of Adam. 
What allusion can there be in the general and indefinite 
a,r' apx71c; to the fall of man ? It is of no use to appeal 
to J ohu viii. 14 in favour of such an interpretation: that 
passage affirms that the devil was a murderer of man from 
the beginning; but the a,r' apxijc; has there its closer 
definition in the av0pw1ra1CT6var;, he could have been such 
a murderer only when men began to exist, and thus the 
context in the cited passage absolutely determines the 
reference of a,r' apx11r; to the paradisiacal history. But here 
we have no closer definition of the &,,r' cipxijc;; and it must 
therefore be referred to the beginning of sin in general, to 
the act by which the devil became the devil. The idea of 
sin through him first came into life and reality. Thus 
viewed, the thought is the same as would have been 
expressed by EV apxfi or ,rp&nor; o Otaflo"'A.o<; 71µapT'f}IUV ; 
and that this form was not selected, is to be accounted for 
by the fact that the writer thinks of his sin and would 
have us think of it, not as one act once performed, but as 
the permanent habit and at the same time the original 
deed of sinning. The combination of these two ideas 
hardly allows any other expression to be used than that 
which the apostle employs. 
• Thus the clause a,r' apX7J'> a oia~o"'A.or; aµapnfoei only 
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declares really that the devil before any other being sinned, 
and has since been in the continual act and habit of sinning. 
Now again, consequently, the question arises with new force, 
how it follows from this that every later sin, or here human 
sin as such, springs from the devil, and may be traced to 
diabolical causality. Is it not quite conceivable that man 
might have sinned, after the devil indeed, but independently 
of him; and this being only possible, is not the deduction 
of St. John a vain one ? But though we do not find it 
established in the idea of the first sin, we do find it in 
the idea of the first sin, that all successive sinful creatures 
must enter into a state of dependence on the first one. 
Sin has just been described as avoµta; it therefore presup­
poses a voµor;; this, again, a Lord who gives the law ; and 
he who rebels against the law thereby makes himself into 
a lord. This establishes the fact that he who first falls 
from God places himself, in virtue of this apostasy, over 
against God, and therefore in rivalry to His kingdom : in 
fact, setting up, though at first only in a germinal way, a 
kingdom of evil in opposition to it. No sinner that follows 
can erect a third kingdom, but must through his sin enter 
into the kingdom already opposed to God, incorporating 
himself into it as a member. Whether he wills it or not, 
whether he knows it or not, he makes himself dependent 
on the originator and representative of this kingdom. But 
more than this : after these two kingdoms, that of the light 
and that of the darkness, are founded, no one can any longer 
be good or evil of himself from his own most proper 
impulse ; but because he is placed in the midst of the two 
kingdoms in their concrete reality, he necessarily receives 
solicitations from both sides to determine his action : thus, 
if he sins, his sin proceeds not from his own, but e,c Tov 

ota/3o"A.ov; and his sinning is the evidence that he is e,c 

Tov o,af3o"A.ov. Thus the deduction of the apostle is per­
fectly just; only it is based, not on the a'71'' apx11r; of itself, 
but on the aµapnf.vew a'71'' apx11r;. That the spiritual 
dependence of human sin on sin Satanic, here only expressed 
as a logical necessity, was an actual fact in human history 
needs no demonstration in the light of biblical and 
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especially J ohannaean teaching. With our apostle beyond 
all others it is customary to establish the Satanic origin of 
sin. As, in the Pauline view, the sin of Adam was not 
only the temporal beginning of evil, but also the principle 
of all sin in his descendants, so stands it when, with St. 
John, we carry up the matter a stage further, in regard to 
the relation of human sin to that of Satan. True as it is 
that every man is enticed or drawn away of his lota 
J1rt0uµ,la, it is equally true that every sin is a work of the 
devil, in a certain sense an incarnation of devilish thoughts. 
Just as the 1ropvoi, according to St. Paul, in virtue of their 
7ropve{a belong no longer to themselves but to the 7ropv11, 
so does the sinner belong, in virtue of his sin, no longer to 
himself, but has become a member and a living stone in 
the kingdom of Satan. 

The thoughts we have indicated are not only necessary 
consequences of the expression o 7rotwv T~v aµapTiav J,c 
'TOU o,a/30-Xou f.uT{, but are also needful to enable us to 
understand the second hemistich of the verse. The pro­
position, that Christ was manifested to destroy the works 
of the devil, is para1lel with that other in ver. 5, that He 
appeared 'Td8 aµapT{ar; apat. The works of the devil are 
identical with our sins. But they can bear that denomina­
tion only if each of them has in fact the devil for their 
proper agent, is a reflection of Satanic thoughts, and a 
realization of Satanic tendencies. It is this relation which 
explains the expression AVftV, Ta ¥.na 'TOU Ota/30-Xou exactly 
to the very letter. The devil will indeed never cease to 
be evil ; to restore him to goodness the Lord did not 
appear ; but to be evil is not an lpryov. A work requires 
a material to be fashioned. Without the material to be 
wrought upon, no created being can perform a work. 
Therefore the devil also requires for his work matter which 
he can impregnate with his thoughts. This material is the 
earth, and the men upon it. This being withdrawn from 
him, he may indeed still be evil, but he can no longer 
accomplish evil by ¥.pryotr; 'TT"OV'T}po'ir;. From this point of 
view we understand how, in the well-known narrative of 
the Gadarene demoniacs, the devils ask the Lord permission 
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to enter the swine: they seek the matter which they may 
destroy ; if men no longer are available, they desire at 
least some equivalent. If from Satan is taken away all 
material, that is his consummate misery. Absolutely not 
to be able to accomplish the evil lusts of his heart, to be 
obliged-let the word be pardoned-to consume his own 
wretchedness in himself, to find no sphere of activity while 
yet burning with desire for it : that is the acme of un­
blessedness. If men are loosed from Satan (Luke xiii. 1 7), 
then is he bound, the nerves of his energy are restrained. 
Conversely, if Satan is loosed (Rev. xx. 7), it means that 
he can bind men and does bind them. Thus the expression 
)\.vetv has justice done to it. All loosing presupposes a 
dissolution into the constituent elements. The devil uses 
in his activity his evil lust on the one hand, and, on the 
other, the material in which it becomes flesh. To take 
from him this material is to resolve his works into their 
elementi;;, and thus to cause that they can no longer come 
to effect. This Xvetv 'Tit EP'Ya 'TOU ena/3oXov has been 
accomplished by the Lord through the fact of His mani­
festation : l<fJavepw071. The expression is obviously to be 
taken in the same generality as in ver. 5. Through the 
appearance of the light the darkness loses its domain and 
is destroyed. And He who appears is with deep propriety 
described here as vio<; 'TOU 0€0tl, As St. Paul in Rom. V. 

places Christ as the bringer of righteousness over against 
Adam as the cause of sin, so St. John here, in harmony 
with his higher position, places Him over against Satan 
himself. Hence we find that, while in Rom. v. the Lord 
is described as &v0pr,nro<;, here He is the vio<; 'TOU 0eou: 
the sin of the first man is taken away by the right­
eousness of the second Adam; but in the place of the 
kingdom of the devil enters the kingdom of the Son qf 
God. 

Let us now glance, in conclusion, at the strain of the 
whole verse. It contains the antithesis of ver. 7. This 
had, by means of the ,ca0w', EIC€£VO', ol,caio<; EUTtv, declared 
that righteousness brings us into union with the Lord ; the 
new verse, conversely, draws the conclusion that sin proves 
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us to be members of the Satanic kingdom. It is the same 
severity which we were obliged to recognise in ver. 6: 
there it was said that every sin gives proof that we have 
not yet known the Lord ; here it is said to show that we 
belong to Satan. This bondage to Satan, however, the Lord 
in His manifestation purposed to abolish. Hence the latter 
clause obviously corresponds to ver. 5; just as similarly 
the first part of our verse corresponds to ver. 4. The fourth 
and fifth verses exhibit sin as a principle opposed to God 
and to Christ; here it is exhibited as subjection to the 
devil, yea, as resistance to the only means of the only 
redemption from it. 

VERSES 9, 10a. 

Ila~ o 'Yf"f€VV'T}µevo~ €1' 'TOV 0eou aµ,ap'Tf av ol, 'ITOt€t, ST, 

u1repµa au'TOV €11 av'T<j, µEVfl' Kal ov ouvaTat aµ,apTavew, 

O'l't €1' TOV 0eov "/€"/€VV'T}'Tat. 'Ev 'TOV'T<p <f,avepa tUTt Tct 

Tf.KVa 'TOV 0eov Kat 'Ta 'TEKVa 'TOU oia/36>..ov. 

To the declaration of ver. 8a, that he who sinneth is of 
the devil, the proposition of ver. 9 is attached, that he who 
is born of God sinneth not. But this latter is by no means 
to be understood as an antithesis to the former verse ; 
for this ver. 8 was itself the negative counterpart of the 
positive contained in ver. 7. We must rather take ver. 9 
as strictly connected with ver. 1 Oa, and as a recapitulation 
of the whole section; in such a way, however, that ver. 9 
briefly sums up the matter of this section itself, and then 
ver. 1 Oa indicates its place in the whole organism of the 
latter, pointing to the result which has been gained by the 
development of it. 

Let us first look more closely at the context of ver. 9. 
Its recapitulation takes the form of two clauses, each of 
which has its own reason briefly assigned. It is clear that 
in the second clause the emphasis rests upon the ov 

ouvarni aµap-raveiv, the impossibility that a child of God 
should sin is made prominent; accordingly, the emphasis 
in the first clause can fall only on the ou '71'ote'i aµapT{av, 

that is, upon the actual condition and character of God's 
children ; this latter, however, not being viewed as a 
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transitory fact; for the present 7T'oie'i marks it as an abiding 
and continuous state. Thus the actual character, and the 
internal necessity of that character, of the regenerate are 
the two affirmations of our verse, and to these two main 
propositions most precisely correspond the two subordinate 
ones introduced by on to establish the others. In the 
former of them the emphasis falls on the µ,evei : because 
God (we leave for a while unconsidered the u7repµ,a) abideth 
in such a man, his not sinning is a permanent condition or 
state. In the latter the emphasis is on the 0eou: because 
he is born of God, in whom there is no alternation of light 
and darkness, of whom we know that He is essentially and 
of necessity righteous ( eh. ii. 2 9 ), therefore the regenerate 
is necessarily righteous. We observe that the positive 
7T'Ot€tV 'Tnv oucaiouvvrw, which recurred again and again in 
the previous verses, is exchanged throughout the present 
verse for the negative oux aµ,ap'Taveiv ; and this fact has 
the same reason as that which governs the predominant 
negative in the decalogue. Because in man, as he is by 
nature, evil forms the paramount principle, the nega­
tive definition of the new man as one free from sin 
is more obvious than the positive one of his being 
righteous. 

It has been remarked that ver. 1 Oa indicates the place 
which the completed section has in the organic whole of 
the Epistle. The emphasis falls therefore on the </Javepa. 

In eh. ii. 2 8 seq. it had been said that the 7T'Ot€1,V 'Tnv 

oucaiouvv11v imparts the true 7rapp11uta in the day of judg­
ment : this is demonstrated with the help of the idea 
rt,avepav ,yeverr0ai. The doing of righteousness makes the 
nature inherent in rue manifest, withdraws it from the 
sphere of delusion or self-deception ; and this revelation of 
my son.ship to myself produces the effect of parrhesia or 
strong confidence. In other words, if I arn to have 
7rapp11uta in the judgment, I must have become absolutely 
assured of my filial relation to God-that must have become 
to me a <pavepov; but only through its confirmation in my 
life can that have taken place. This confirmation in deed, 
the 7T'Ot€1,V 'Tnv OiKatOUVV1JV, is therefore in the third chapter 
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represented as the necessary result of sonship to God; and 
ver. 10 draws the final conclusion, inasmuch as it connects 
the whole of what precedes with eh. ii. 28 seq. by showing 
that the external act makes manifest the internal character 
of the man. 

There are only two individual expressions in the verses 
we now consider which demand elucidation. One is the 
,nrepµa 'l'OV Beov which is said to be in the new man. 
There is not the slightest justification for referring this 
phrase to the word of God, after the analogy of Matt. xiii. 
or 1 Pet. i. 2 3 ; for in the context of this passage, and in 
the Epistle generally, this is not spoken of in any sense. 
The word is entirely unique here; and the thing intended 
can be made plain only by entering into the figure used. 
The human seed is the germ whence a new man proceeds, 
which developes into man; accordingly the spiritual seed is 
the divine principle, the divine germ, out of which the new 
spiritual man is developed. This principle is, according to 
John iii. 5, the 7rvevµa: the Divine Spirit, viewed as seed 
or u7ripµa, is the power of life entering into the man, the 
living germ sinking down into his nature. As, through the 
u1ripµa coming from the human parent, the newly-begotten 
man becomes a child of his father, because he simply 
springs from the nature of this man, so we are the children 
of God in virtue of the community of nature with God, 
because we have grown out of His I, His Spirit. And thus 
u7ripµa µivei, the seed abideth: it is not that a single 
impulse proceeds from it, and it then is again withdrawn, 
but it unfolds a continuous energy. And it abides iv avnj,; 
it works not as the quickening ray of the sun works upon 
the plant by energy from without, but it developes its 
directing and fashioning power and activity from within 
outwardly. 

The second expression which demands special attention 
is that of Tetcva Tov Sia/30)...ov, .ver. 10. On the one hand, 
it is clear that this definition is a distinct correlative of the 
closely connected -ritcva -rov Beov ; the word -ritcva must in 
the two cases have the same meaning. On the other hand, 
it is plain that, in the meaning which we atta<.:h to the 
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expression TE1tva 0eou in ver. 1, it can have no distinct 
correlative. The sonship there we understood to be not 
merely ethical, but a relation of being, a real communication 
of the divine nature; and in this sense there can be no 
'TEKVa Tov oia/30)\.ou. God can indeed beget life, but Satan 
cannot. The question then arises, whether we will give 
up the former explanation of T£1tva Tov 0rnv in favour of 
a more general meaning, and regard the expression as 
signifying a purely ethical relation, or whether, considering 
that in the tenth verse the T£1tva 0eou and oia/36J,,ou must 
necessarily be understood alike, we may assume a different 
meaning of the term Te,cva in the tenth and first verses of 
the chapter. It is to be taken for granted that any such 
change in the meaning must receive its warranty in some 
way from the apostle himself. Now, as to the beginning 
of this chapter, which is relatively the end of the preceding, 
we cannot by any means surrender the meaning of the 
sonship established there. It is certainly J ohannaean, it is 
established by the one expression of the Gospel, "born of 
water and of the Spirit," and it will be found confirmed by 
the fourth chapter of our Epistle. And in our eh. iii. 1 it 
is further rendered necessary by the word low,cev. An 
ethical relation is not a gift of God ; the moral habit of the 
man rests naturally not upon a mere divine bestowment, 
but also upon the human co-operation in act. The ethical 
relation of the child of God is spoken of from ver. 3 onward: 
up to that point the ground of nature which is the condition 
of that act is alone treated of. Finally, there can be no 
doubt that in eh. ii. 2 9 the ,yeryevvriuBat J,c Tov 0eov, the 
confirmation of which in the deeds of righteousness is in 
question, cannot be identical with those confirming deeds 
of righteousness themselves ; and, as eh. iii. 1 resumes 
that description in Te1tva 0eov, it must there have the 
same meaning. We must therefore hold fast the ex­
planation of sonship given in eh. iii. 1. But then it is 
obvious that the description Te,wa Tou oia/301'.ou, and 
accordingly also that of Te,cva Tov 0eov in ver. 10, will 
tolerate only an ethical interpretation. When St. Paul 
calls :clymas ula,; oia(3oXou, and Christ in St. John's Gospel 

1 JOHN. N 
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calls the devil the father of the Jews, these expressions say 
no more than what is elsewhere meant by being EiC Tov 
01a/3o"li.ov : the sense is that of an ethical dependence, the 
being under the influence of the devil, which, however, by 
no means constitutes the inpouring of a devilish spirit. 
Accordingly, the expression Te,cva Tov Beov in ver. 1 Oa will 
say no more than the parallel [CTnv EiC Tov Beau in ver. 10b. 
But how can we reconcile ourselves to accept the same 
phrase in the same section according to two different 
meanings 1 The answer is, because of the changed view of 

, our relation to God which has intermediately entered. As 
we have seen in the section eh. iii. 1-3, the apostle shows 
that sonship as a gift, according to ver. 1, is not the basis 
on which the final consummation of the man rests, but the 
ethical development springing from that as its principle. 
The objective divine act of begetting requires the subjective 
unfolding of the new nature on the part of man. Thus 
also in the tenth verse reference is no longer made to the 
regenerate ground of nature which is the principle of all 
religious development, but to the ethical position which the 
regenerate has acquired, of course always on the ground of 
that divine principle. Hence it is natural that the phrase 
TeKvov Tov Beau must no longer be taken in that earlier 
metaphysical sense ; the ethical likeness to God is now the 
predominant idea; and therefore it can be employed as the 
correlative of TE/CVOV TOV Ota/3o"li.ov. 

Let us now look at the section here ended as a whole, 
and first with regard to its form. We shall find the same 
scheme of construction which was adopted in eh. i and ii.: 
not indeed as if the apostle wrote according to a plan 
fore-arranged down to the minutest analysis; we see only 
the clear and methodical spirit of the writer involuntarily 
adopting an order and measure which appears in the 
harmonious articulation of his Epistle. We note in eh. 
iii. 1-10 two sub-sections, vers. 1-3 and vers. 4-10. The 
former of these gives the substructure of the latter, by 
showing to what extent at the final judgment, to which 
eh. ii. 28 had pointed, works come into consideration: 
Lecause, namely, the question will then be what we have 
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become through the divine gift of regeneration, in order 
that it may then be given to him who bath, that he may 
have more abundance. The second sub-section, which 
introduces the proof that on the ground of 7rou!iv 'T~v 

oucaiouvv11v we become assured of our sonship, is con­
structed with extreme symmetry. It is complete in four 
members: vers. 4, 5, ver. 6, vers. 7, 8, vers. 9, 10a, each 
of which again consists of two clauses. The first of these 
four members lays the foundation of the evidence, ex­
hibiting sin as a principle absolutely opposed to God 
(avoµ{a, ver. 4), and absolutely opposed to Christ (ver. 5). 
The last member, vers. 9, 10a, recapitulates the whole 
demonstration (ver. 9), and at the same time exhibits the 
result gained on the whole (ver. 10) with reference to the 
purpose of the section. The two intermediate members 
furnish the proper assertion of the antithesis : e,c Tou Ehou 
€tvai and righteousness of life, sin and €tvai eK Tov 

ow,/3o'Jl.ov, are interchangeable ideas. The whole discussion 
proceeds in the antithetical form with which eh. i. and ii. 
have made us familiar. The first pair of antitheses are in 
ver. 6, the second in vers. 7 and 8. After the J ohannaean 
manner, the second pair throw a stronger light on the 
antithesis, the opposites being carried up to their principles : 
righteousness being referred to Christ (,ca0wr; E/C€tVO<; otKaio, 

eun), and sin being referred to the devil. 
Clear and analytical as is the form of the section, and 

exact as is the logic pervading it, its several clauses are 
full of difficulties. The whole finds its keenest point in 
the assertion that he who is born of God cannot sin. When 
examining ver. 6, we saw that this proposition seems 
opposed as well to Christian experience as to St. John's 
own doctrine, which, addressed to the regenerate children 
of God (eh. ii. 13 seq., iii. 2), nevertheless urges them to 
the confession of sin. We have also come to the conviction 
that the force of our passage must not be softened down, 
as also that Christian experience cannot be explained away. 
It is resorting to a hopeless expedient to say that the 
Christian does not practise sin, but suffers it. Such affir­
mations as these seem excellent enough, but in fact they 
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are unmeaning. It ought not to be denied that in a 
certain sense sin is actually to the Christian matter of 
passive endurance-he feels himself under an alien and 
hostile power. Such was the experience of St. Paul in 
Rom. vii. But this truth would be applicable in the 
present case only if the guilt of sin ceased,-that is, if 
human freedom were not disparaged in connection with 
these failings : for a mere accident of evil cannot be matter 
of personal responsibility. But it was not St. John's inten­
tion to teach this ; every sin, even of the Christian man, is 
the free act of the will,-though, it may be, not altogether 
spontaneous, -and is sin therefore in the fullest sense. 
Moreover, this distinction between doing and suffering sin 
is out of the question in our passage, as may be seen in 
the change between 7Toieiv Thv aµapTtav and the simple 
aµapTaVEW. In order to reach the solution of the diffi­
culty, let us look more narrowly at its proper bearing. The 
edge of it does not lie in the word, " he that sinneth is of 
the devil," viewed in itself. If we had this alone, it must 
appear to us a frightful truth ; but we should be constrained 
in the end to bow before the word of Scripture, and say : 
" Then are we all, since we all sin, not children of God." 
The difficulty lies rather in the opposition between this 
word and the oft-repeated recognition of our sonship on the 
part of the apostle. There are, however, two things which 
serve to throw some light on the embarrassment. One is 
the distinction between the sense in which St. John speaks 
of our sonship in eh. iii 1, and that in which he speaks 
of it from ver. 4 onwards ; the other, connected with this, 
is that in ver. 4 seq. he takes his stand at the day of 
judgment. 

The former point, the twofold meaning of T€Kva Toii 

0Eoii, has forced itself as a necessity on our previous 
exposition. Our sonship is first considered as a divine gift, 
independent of all human act ( OEOWKEV ~µ'i,v o 7TaT1p, ver. 1) ; 
in virtue of this gift, which consists of the impartation 
of His Spirit, God beholds its as His children ; in virtue of 
it we have the forgiveness of sins, for through this Spirit 
we have become one with Christ, the God-man, whose 



CHAP. III. 9, 10. 197 

Spirit He is, members of His body, partakers of all that He 
has wrought. Through this act of God we are, before any 
corresponding acts on our part, His children : as He will 
also have us regarded by men (,cA170wµEv). But what we 
now are as the result of a divine act, we must become as 
the result of our own deeds ; the principle of righteousness 
which the 'TT'vevµa implants in us must develope itself into 
realization ; the divine gift must be appropriated and made 
our own. A field which had hitherto borne thorns and 
thistles, but in which the corn is sown, is, in virtue of the 
seed in it, a field of wheat ; its owner speaks of it as such, 
and treats it as such. But if the ground is stony, so that 
the good seed cannot germinate freely, but produces weeds, 
and only weeds, it is thenceforward, regarded from the 
result, no field of corn. The owner was justified in regard­
ing it, and bound to regard it, first as a wheat-field; but 
after the good seed has been choked, the right and obliga­
tion so to regard it cease. So is it with men. Through 
the gift of the Spirit, the u'TT'Epµa Beov, we are children of 
God ; we are a1iot, that is, appointed to His service, ,cat 
'TJ'Ya'TT'17µJvot, according to the divine act and destination. 
But as, in the comparison just used, the seed must be 
d.eveloped and productive if the field is to be, not only 
according to the owner's purpose, but also in reality, a field 
of wheat, so we also must place our whole life under the 
influence of the Spirit, and be swayed altogether by His 
power, that is, 'TT'Ote'iv -rhv oucatouvv17v. Now, that by 
-re,cva Beov, from ver. 4 onwards, only those are to be 
understood who, on the ground of the divine generation of 
ver. 1, have become that in their character which they had 
already been in their destination, we have established in 
our exposition of the structure of the whole section; it is 
evident also from the correlation of -re,cva fhov and -re,cva 
Ota/30Aov, ver. 10, and is demanded by the expressions 
€wpa!CEV, E"fVW/CEV au-rov in ver. 6, both these being appro­
priating activities by which I receive into my consciousness 
something objectively existing and real. In this way it 
becomes clear how the same persons are called children of 
God, and yet have this name denied to them as sinners: in 
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the one case it is the gift which is meant, in the other the 
ethical habit. The child of God in ver. 1 can sin, just as 
the field sown with corn can bear weeds ; the child of God 
in ver. 9 cannot sin, for he is by the imparted u1repµa 
determined consciously and mightily against it. 

If we now examine carefully what the Christian life 
really is, we shall not find in it a series of distinct and 
opposite elements, one half of which belong to the kingdom 
of light, and the other half to the kingdom of darkness. 
Rather, if we closely watch these particular elements and 
analyse them, the result will be found, that in every one 
of them the powers of light and the powers of darkness 
carry on their work in the man, so that there is no moment 
in the Christian's life when he is purely EiC Toii 0eoii, as also 
by parity no moment when he is purely EiC Toii ota{36Xov. 
It may seem hard to reconcile with such a view the ener­
getic way in which St. John in this section lays down the 
antithesis or the alternative aut ... aut. But this alternative 
is a necessary consequence of the position he assumes in 
speaking; it is that of the final judgment. The question 
has been ruled by eh. ii. 28 as that of the last 1rapp17u{a, in 
the great day. But then it is plain that no man can be 
saved on the ground of a mere work of God wrought upon 
him; if salvation cannot be reached through an opus 
operatum OF man, neither can it any more be reached 
through an opiis operat1im o~ man. God can never reckon 
that man blessed who has not in himself the conditions of 
blessedness. Further, it is certain that no admixture of 
good and evil can enter into the inheritance of lieaven ; 
that God will apply to human destiny and character not a 
relative but an absolute standard. Thus he who shall stand 
in the judgment must be absolutely righteous. The question 
in the great day will not be concerning a gift imparted by 
God to man (as in eh. iii. 1), not concerning a power or 
principle infused into him, but concerning what he has 
made of the power he received,-that is, in fact, concerning 
his works. Hence it is the pervasive biblical doctrine, 
especially that of the New Testament, and emphatically 
that of St. Paul, that man will be judged according to his 
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works ; comp. Matt. xvi. 2 7 ; Rom. ii. 6 ; 1 Cor. iii. 8 ; 
2 Cor. xi. 18; Gal vi. 7; Rev. ii. 23, xx. 12, xxii. 12. 
As in the case of the owner of the field already mentioned, 
God beholds His children below, and regards them as such, 
in the hope and in the expectation and to the intent that 

I 

the germ infused into us will prove itself fruitful. The 
idea of a vlo0cuta in hope suggests that it is only a limited 
sphere of privilege which points beyond itself. The limit 
of it is the judgment, and of this the apostle treats. Wilt 
thou know how thou standest towards thy God, apply to 
thyself the standard which God will apply in the judgment, 
the standard of perfected righteousness. St. J olm gives us 
that in the words : o 'TrOtWV T~V tlµap-rtav €IC TOU Ota/3oXov 
l.u-rtv. However terrible the proposition sounds, it approves 
itself mighty and wholesome in its effects. He who admits 
that we have not to fight with flesh and blood, but with 
the kingdom of darkness, must needs also admit that every 
deed of darkness bears witness to our standing yet in some 
relation to that kingdom, and that we are not entirely 
withdrawn from it. Thus judging ourselves according to 
the test, the absolute test, of the divine judgment, we shall 
not, as sinning every day, be able to refrain from confessing 
that we are yet l.,c -rov ota/30A.ov, that the kingdom of 
darkness is still mighty within us. The deed of darkness 
makes us manifest as children of darkness. We have, so 
long as we abide on earth, the gift of sonship in an alto­
gether stedfast manner ; but that will not be the main 
test at the day of judgment. It will be asked then how 
we appropriated the gift and used it. Thus, therefore, the 
question is with the apostle not as to whether and in what 
way, at any particular moment of our earthly development, 
light and darkness are intermingled in the Christian ; he 
only expresses the truth that in the day of awards he will 
not stand who still in any measure sins ; and that we shall 
have no title then to regard ourselves as -re,cva -roii Bc0ii in 
the ethical sense. Although these thoughts, in the form we 
give them, do not govern the ordinary Christian conscious­
ness, they nevertheless find in ordinary Christian experience 
their justification. It is an experienced fact that the most 
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advanced Christians cry to God with a full heart, " Turn 
Thou me, 0 Lord, and I shall be turned ! " They regard 
themselves on the evidence of a series of concurring 
elements, ~ still not entirely converted. But what other 
is this than the consciousness that, tested by the true 
standard of God's final judgment, they are not yet with­
drawn from the J,ouuta -roii <TJCoTou<;. 

The difficulties of the section, however, are not in this 
way altogether solved. If we are thus rigorous in impressing 
our minds, when sin occurs, with the fact that every such 
sin manifests us to be TEJCva Toii ota/3671.ou, then that 
7rap/:n7U'ta which it was the apostle's aim to mature seems 
altogether cut off and buried out of sight. The xapa 
TETe71.1:.twµ,ev,7 promised in the Epistle is exchanged for 
an ever-renewed and ever-enduring <f>o/30,;. For though 
the experience, constantly confirmed, that we are still €JC 

Toii ota/3671.ou may urge us to a more full surrender to the 
Holy Ghost, that the union between Him and our own 
I may become a perfected reality, yet we know, on the 
other hand, that down to the end of life we must needs go 
on sinning again. Now, if St. John infers from every sin. 
that we have not yet seen and known the Lord, it certainly 
must seem that there is a stamp of unreality and self­
deception impressed on any kind of surrender of the heart 
to the Lord from the very beginning. Thus may it not be 
said that all our believing and struggling, all our con­
fidence and peace, are rendered doubtful in their very 
nature ? How are we to understand-that is the question 
of habitual urgency-the appropriation of the divine gift, 
the perfect coincidence of our human condition and cha­
racter with the Divine Spirit? First of all, it is certain 
that a self-surrender to the Lord, in connection with which 
we have consciously retained any sin, could be of no service 
to us; that would never inspire anything like 7rapp'T/u[a. 

Secondly, and conversely, it is equally true that if we 
actually have yielded up to the Lord the whole sum of our 
being, and surrendered ourselves absolutely to the illumi­
nating influence of the <f>w,; a'A.1J0tvov, either all sin must 
cease, or, supposing it to reappear, it would subject us to 
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the doom of Heb. vi. Between these two hypotheses-a 
dedication, consciously not entire, to the sanctifying Spirit, 
and a dedication consciously perfect-there is a third con­
ceivable. We may possess, that is, the will to surrender 
ourselves, with all that we have and are, to the Lord; but 
yet, in an unconscious manner, as it is now said, the dedi­
cation may be imperfect: either as to its extent, so far as 
sinful parts remain which have either not at all or not 
rightly been revealed to us as darkness, and therefore have 
not yet been brought under the searching influence of the 
light; or as to its intensity-and this is psychologically 
more exact-so far as our devotion has not reached its full 
consummation in the perfect energy of the spirit, in the 
absolutely decisive and influencing power of the will. In 
such a case the word would hold good of us: "she hath 
done what she could." Consecration to the Lord would 
not indeed be absolutely, but yet relatively, perfect: accord­
ing, that is, to the measure of our knowledge and the 
strength of our will. So far, then, as this consecration 
appears to me perfect, and is perfect in the sense just 
indicated, there may be a 7rap/n1a-ta at the moment of this 
consciousness : I am assured that at this moment the light 
has the victory over the darkness. But if, in the course of 
further development, sin nevertheless manifests itself, this 
gives me to see that the last act of consecration to the Lord 
was, after all, not a complete one, and thus that, in the light 
of the absolute standard of the judgment, I do not stand as 
a TEKvov Tou 0€0u, This experience, then, evermore urges 
us, with respect to the past, to admit the force of the 
apostle's word, OUK eryvw,caµ,ev avTov, but only to aim at it 
all the more diligently. The consequence of this view is 
obvious, that in the moment of death every man must have 
come or must come to this perfect devotion, or he cannot 
stand i!l the judgment. 

It hardly needs to be added, that this exposition of the 
section does not make it in the most distant way support 
the merit of good works. These come into view only as 
confirmation of the eivai e,c Toti 0eou. But most assuredly 
they are in the apostle's meaning the test, the standard of 
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self-knowlcclo-e by wliich we are to measure our relation to 
0 ' 

God. It caunot be made too emphatic that it is St. John 
himself, who impresses us always with the predominant 
inwardness of his spiritual nature, who founds the assurance 
of sonship on something more than any feeling or con­
sciousness. He leaves the decision to the simple practical 
question as to the indwelling of sin. When the decision 
is against us, we are rescued from despair by the needful 
testimony, given in eh. ii. 1, 2, to Him who is the t>..aup,or; 

7repl 7(;,v CLµapTiWv. To make the \vorks the means of 
knowing our spiritual state is not J ohannaean only, it is 
Pauline also. We may compare 2 Tim. ii. 1 9, according 
to which the firm foundation of God, that is, the Christian 
church, has for its seal or testing token: e7vID o ,cupior; 
70~ ovrar; aU70V, ,cat 0,'71"0U7?776J Q,'11"0 aDi,c{a', 'Tf'OS O ovoµ,asIDV 

70 avoµa XpiuTov. Of these two elements, however, only 
one falls into the domain of experience, and that is the 
second : this is therefore the norm or standard of our 
judgment of ourselves; the former is the source of our 
consolation. 

As soon as we view the words of St. John from the 
point to which they themselves conduct us, all difficulty 
disappears. llii.:; 0 "/E"f€VV7Jµevo', EiC 70V E>eov OU ouvaTa£ 

aµ,apTaVE£V : this is and must ever be an ideal for us ; but 
it is at the same time the actual requirement, in the pre­
sence and by the application of which we can ascertain 
our position before God. 

VERSE 10b. 

Ila, 0 J.J,i] 'Tf'O£WV Dt/Cator:TUV7JV, OU/C {r;;nv EiC 70V E>eou, 
Ka£ 0 µ,h arya'Tf'wv 70V aDEA<pOV auTOv. 

As early as the introduction of his Epistle the apostle 
announced its twofold aim : to confirm, on the one hand, 
fellowship with the brethren, and, on the other, fellowship 
with God. The first part of the document is constructed 
on this principle of division ; and the one we are now 
examining is similarly divided into two halves. The first 
and second chapters had treated generally of the ,cowIDvla 

70£i q>w76'> ; the apostle has proceeded in this to the con-
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firrnation of the fellowship which produces 7rap/rr1rrfa. This 
confirmation takes place, on the one hand, through the 
works which are referred to God, that is, through the 7T'O£E'iv 
-r~v oiicaiorrvv'T}v : this has been discussed in the section 
just ended, vers. 4_,l Oa. It takes place, on the other 
hand, through the works which approve brotherly love: 
these are discoursed of in vers. 1 0b-18. That in a certain 
way brotherly love also belongs to the obedience to the 
divine commandments, and thus penetrates into the first 
section, the apostle had recognised in the second chapter, 
and it will be seen also in what follows. But it is also 
self-evident that the commandments of the second table 
have a relative independence by the side of those of the 
first. Looking at it from this point of view, St. John con­
nects brotherly love with the exhortations to oi,caiorrvv'T] by 
means of a ,cat, which makes it a second and co-ordinate 
exhortation. 

But who are the brethren thus to be loved? Are they 
the other members of the Christian fellowship, or men 
generally? When we consider that Cain and Abel are ad­
duced as an exemplary warning, who were nevertheless only 
connected by physical consanguinity, and not by similarity 
of relation to God; when we find that the unrighteousness 
of hard dealing with those who are in bodily need is the 
subject; when the opposition to brotherly love is stated to 
be, not that the children of the world hate one another, but 
that the world hates us; when the example of Christ is 
urged, who, however, died for us when we were yet sinners: 
all these considerations might induce us to interpret the 
aOEAcpot as meaning all men at large. But, on the other 
hand, the exhortation a"fa7T'WJJ,€V aXX~Xov,;- can only refer to 
the Christian fellowship ; for a mutual love between Chris­
tians and the world is, according to ver. 13, impossible, 
since the world miist hate us. Moreover, the entire dis­
cussion of the apostle concerning love and hatred looks back 
to the final discourses of the Lord in the Gospel, and these 
refer exclusively to the relation of the apostles to each 
other. The arguments on both sides can have justice 
done to them only when we recognise that St. John does 
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not absolutely exclude love to all men, and that he by no 
means limits with any care his requirements to the relations 
of Christians to each other; while, on the other hand, he 
reflects primarily and expressly only upon these, since the 
mutual conduct of the brethren lay at the moment nearest 
his heart. The world comes into view in the present 
Epistle, not so much as the field of Christian labour, or as 
a power to be vanquished and Christianized : it is rather 
the negative pole to the kingdom of God. The former 
view the apostle does not aim to deny ; but he does not 
bring it directly into notice. 

VERSE 11. 
I rl ''"' ,~,~ ,,,,,.,, 'On avT'T} ECTTiV 'TJ a11e?l..ta 'T]V 7JIC0VUaT€ a'Tr apxTJ<;, £Va 

U"fa7rWJJ,€V a?l..i\.~A.OV',. 

The declaration, that he who loveth not his brother is 
not of God (ver. 1 Ob), is established by the fact that the 
church had received the commandment of brotherly love 
a'lT' apx,rii.. A commandment which had been impressed 
among the first fundamental ideas of Christianity, which 
had further been enforced ever anew (a7ro), must assume a 
central position, and be decisive concerning the etvai l,c 
0eov. The words obviously point back to eh. ii. 7, where the 
UKOV€£V a7r' apx,ric; is in a similar way referred to brotherly 
love. The same reasons in this passage and in that make 
it impossible to refer the apx,11 to the Old Testament 
economy ; in both the beginning of the Christian estate of 
the church is intended. The matter of the announcement 
here before us-for aryryE'i\.{a, not E7raryryE?l..ta, is the approved 
reading-is at the same time its end and purpose : that the 
matter is brotherly love is testified by the ai5T'T/ ; that it is 
the purpose 7va declares. Though these two distinct ideas, 
thus indicated by the alJT'T} and the 7va, and as it were 
blended together, did not present themselves as sharply 
defined to the first readers, yet it is to be observed that 
both language and the truth it delivers often mean more 
than either speaker or hearer is conscious of; and the 
expositor-especially of the poets in classical literature, 
and more especially still in sacred literature-has a right 
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to take into account the full scope of the words, unless, 
indeed: the meaning of the whole shows that part of this 
scope is rendered impossible. 

VERSE 12. 

Ou Ka06J<; Kaiv €IC TOV 7T'OV1JpOv ~v, ,cal fucpa~E T~V ao€X-
..t' ' ""' K \ , I ,, ,I.. t: ' I tl \ " 't'OV aVTOU. at xaptv TWO<; €CT'j'ac,,€V auTOV j OT£ Ta Ep"/a 
auTOV 71'011'1/pa ~v, Td. Oe 'TOV a0€X</Jov au'TOV o/,caia. 

As to the detail, the apostle orders his exhortation to the 
exhibition of brotherly love in this way: in vers. 12-15 
he warns against hatred as the ungodly principle, which 
is the token of death; and in vers. 16-18 exhorts posi­
tively to active love. The example of Cain, adduced to 
affright us in ver. 12, might seem at the first glance fitted 
to support that reference of cz7r' apxri<; to the Old Testament 
which we have denied to exist here: "in the very first 
pages of the Bible the deterring example of Cain preaches 
the duty of brotherly love." But d1r' apxri<; alCOVf£V is, 
after all, something different from ll/CO!.lf£V a lv apxfi 

ry£7ovev; and while the deed of Cain showed the horror of 
hatred, that is something different from the aryyeX{a, Z'va 

arya7rwµev aXX~Xou<;. As to the construction of the sen­
tence, it is not enough for the explanation of the words 
Ka0w<; Kaiv EiC TOV 71'0V1Jpov ~v to assume a simple ellipsis, 
and therefore to supply il>µev ; for that would leave the ov 

to be accounted for, as µ~ ought then to have been found 
instead of ov. It is obvious that this is a case of simple 
attraction. The thought present to the apostle's mind was 
obviously this : µ~ il>µev €IC TOV 7T'OV1JpOv Ka0w<; Kcffv €IC 

Toii 7rov11poV ~v. First of all, the point of con1parison, tl1e 
lK Tov 7T'OV'T/pov etvat, is only once uttered, and that as a 
subordinate clause; and then the negative, which belonged 
to the cohortative sentence generally (µ,~), is by attraction 
drawn to the subordinate clause, which is merely declara­
tory, and thus, instead of the subjective negation, the 
objective (ov) appears. The apostle's thought was-to 
make the grammatical point clearer by an example-in its 
form similar to that of 1 Cor, x. 8, µ,~ 7ropvcvwµ,ev Ka0w<; 

TtVE<; aiJTwv l7ropveuuav : which was under the apostle's pen 
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so changed as if in the cited passage it stood ou ,ca0rl_,; nve<; 

auTWV e7r6pvwe;av. 

In ver. 1 0 it had been declared that brotherly love was 
a sign of divine sonship; and, conversely, that the absence 
of it was a proof that regeneration was wanting. Hence 
the apostle's exhortation is directed in the first place, not 
against the e;cpaseiv, which was only evidence of the EiC TOU 

7rov11pov, but against this latter itself, and subordinately 
against its evidence in murder. The part of the Epistle 
now before us does not, indeed, refer to works in themselves, 
but to these as the marks and signs of the internal con­
dition. The second half of this verse shows the internal 
connection between the relation to the brethren, of which 
the apostle will now speak, and the 7rOU:tV Tnv oucato(TUVTJV, 

-that is, the relation to God of which he had already just 
spoken. The former, that is, depends upon the latter: 
because Cain's works, the collective expression of his inner 
man, were not righteous like those of his brother, there­
fore there arose in him hatred to that brother. IIoi€tV Tnv 
' ' d ' ' ~ ' ',;:. ',1..' t - 1 aµ,apTlav an ou,c arya"iTav Tov aoe"''f'ov are no s1mp y 
co-onlinate evidences of the elvai e,c Tov 7rov11pov, as the 
KaL in ver. 1 Ob declared this co-ordination ; but the latter 
is, on the other hand, the plain result of the former. That 
the unrighteousness of Cain is here exhibited as the ground 
of his hatred to his brother, is altogether in harmony with 
the Old Testament record. For there we see that the 
motive of his hatred to Abel was his envy, because Abel 
was more acceptable to God ; but this latter was founded, 
according to the express divine declaration, in the :i.•~•'.'.', 
the "good work" of Abel, which was wanting to Cain. It 
is extremely appropriate that St. John does not speak of the 
JJ,lU€£V of Cain, but of the e;cf>asew in which that hatred 
found expression ; for he is treating generally of the outward 
evidence of the internal disposition, through which outward 
evidence the internal disposition appears manifestly and 
incontrovertibly to the man himself; and that he uses the 
word e;cf>asew, which occurs elsewhere in the New Testa­
ment only in the Apocalypse, and there used, so to speak, 
as a vox solemnis, with a special fulness of meanin.., was o, 
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designed to exhibit before the reader's eyes the unmitigated 
fearfulness of the act of Cain. But St. John does not pre­
sent the fratricide of Cain only as one individual result of 
the general unrighteousness of his works, but rather as 
specifically evoked by the opposite character of the works 
of Abel As everywhere, so here also evil is brought to its 
full maturity by means of juxtaposition with the light, 
which reveals its character and makes it truly dark. The 
wicked man who feels himself miserable at heart grudges 
the good man the blessedness he has in his righteousness ; 
and therefore has the disposition to rob him of it by 
annihilating the good himself. As it is in the nature of 
the devil, so it is in the nature of the child of the devil ; 
they are alike av0pw7ron6voi. And the mention here of 
envy as the cause of the murder accords with the record of 
Genesis : Cain was urged to his sinful act by knowing that 
his offering was not acceptable to God, while his brother's 
was acceptable. 

VERSES 13-15, 

M ~ 0avµa,eTe, doeArpol µov, el µ,iue'i vµas o l(,6a-µor;. 
'H ~ "<:' " r.) r.) I ' ~ 0 I ' ' µet, oioaµev on µeTa,-.,E,-.,'f}l(,aµev €/(, Tov avaTov Et<; T'f/V 
,w~v, OT£ a'Ya1rwµev Tour; aoe)..rpo1k O µ,~ ll'Ya7TWV TOV 
aoe)..cpov µevei EV nj, 0avaTrp. lliir; o µ,iuwv TOV doe)..rpov 
avTOV av0pw7TOl(,T6vor; EUTl· l(,a~ otOaTe OT£ 7TaS av0pw7TOK­
-r6vor; OUK EXH ,w~v alwvtov EV auTrj, µevovuav. 

The following verses certainly make an application of 
this scriptural example to the relation between Christians 
and the world. There is still a Cain on a large scale, 
which is the world; and there is an Abel, which is the 
Christian church. What wonder is it if the same relations 
are sustained which we see in the primitive times between 
the two brothers! But what direction does the teaching of 
the apostle seem to take, when carefully examined ? Does 
he aim really to show that the world corresponds to Cain, 
and we to Abel,-that is, will he assure us that the hatred 
of the world as being evil is naturally excited against us 
as being good ? The form which the writer has given 
to his present thought does not accord with this. In such 
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a case he must evidently have thrown the accent upon the 
fact that the world hates us, and assigned as the obvious 
reason of it that we were good and the world evil. But it 
is not so ordered : he speaks only of the loving and hating 
of brethren; an expression which does not point to the 
great difference in character between the parties as an 
explanation of the hatred, but, on the contrary, shows how 
unnatural the feeling is as between persons of the same 
nature. And were that other order of thought the right 
one, the conclusion would have been drawn from the 
character as a whole to the consequent hatred or love ; 
while the apostle conversely concludes from the existence 
of hatred or love what is the ethical character as a whole. 
All this leads us to another analysis of the three verses 
before us. 

The apostle does not mean to indicate how natural it is 
(µ~ 0avµasET€) that the world hates us, but that the world 
hates: the stress is not on the object hated, but on the sub­
ject hating. This is evident, first, from tbe emphasis laid 
on the iJµEis of ver. 14, as over against the ,c6<rµoc; of 
ver. 13 ; and it is confirmed by the marked position of the 
,c6<rµoc; at the end of the sentence. It is natural for the 
world to hate,-the apostle proceeds,-for hatred is simply 
a sign of the death into which the world, according to the 
true idea of the world, has fallen; while the Christian must 
love, because he, by his very nature, belongs to the life. 
Thus the section does not by any means contain consolation 
as to the world's hatred which falls upon Christians, but is 
simply a dchortation from hatred: the world, and only the 
world, can hate ; there is nothing strange in its hating ; and 
this makes it clear that the Christian cannot and may not 
hate. In ver. 13 the object of the hatred is added (vµus), 
not because the following observations have reference to 
this, but simply in remembrance of the preceding compari­
son between Cain and Abel; the progress of the thought 
does not rest upon this, that the world hates its, but that 
the world hates. That hatred is characteristic of the world, 
the apostle dilates upon in two ways; first, by showing that 
the token of divine life is love, the very opposite 01 hatred 
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(ver. 14a); secondly, by dwelling on the fact that hatred 
infallibly springs from death (vers. 14b, 15). The conclu­
sion, that thus it is only the world that can hate, is not 
expressly repeated. The emphasized 11µe'i,,; in ver. 14 
accordingly contrasts Christians with the world ; but it 
does not refer only to the or:5aµev, as if the meaning were : 
" we indeed know that we belong to the kingdom of life, 
but the world does not know it: " the antithesis is found 
between the nature of Christians defined in the verse and 
that of the world. " We Christians are partakers of life, 
and know it by this, that we have brotherly love; the 
world hateth, and thereby gives evidence that it belongs to 
death." This part of the Epistle we now consider deals, as 
a whole, with the signs of sonship ; and as such brotherly 
love is here introduced. 

It is not, however, that we know ourselves to be children 
of God, but that we have bewme such, that we have passed 
from death unto life; for every Christian has the conscious­
ness that by nature he also belonged to the world, and was 
withdrawn from it only through a µeravoetv. That in the 
second hemistich the apostle does not say, as a formal 
parallel, "the w01·ld abides in death, because it does not 
love (caiisa cognitionis)," but constructs the clause generally, 
"He that loveth not, abideth in death," has its reason in 
this, that he is not really thinking of the world, but refers 
his dehortation to Christians alone. All who hate, be they 
who they may, and ye also, therefore, if in this ye are con­
formed to the world, are fallen under the power of death. 
That this is the case the apostle makes still more emphatic, 
when in ver, 15 he makes hatred equivalent to murder, 
which manifestly and obviously pertains to death. But 
this is not meant to prove that the hater is essentially a 
murderer, that, as the common exposition runs, hatred is 
the germ of murder; for, while it would follow from this 
that the murderer must have been a hater, the converse 
would not follow, that every hater is already a murderer ; 
and yet this was to be proved. Rather the congruence 
between the two lies in this, that in hatred there is no 
element wanting which is contained in murder, that the 

1 JOHN. 0 
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animating thoughts of the hater and the murderer are 
the same. In both, the existence of the brother is opposed 
to me, and I seek to take it away : inwardly in hatred, 
denying him existence in my thoughts ; in murder out­
wardly, seeking to remove him out of the world of the 
living. As the thought not uttered aloud does not essen­
tially differ from the thought spoken out, no more does 
hatred differ from murder. If it does not lead to murder, 
that may be due to accidental circumstances, not inherent 
in the hatred itself, that hinder; and then there is no 
difference between it and murder in the moral estimate. 
Or it may be that I hate another not enough to murder 
him ; and in that case hate is not present in the full com­
prehensiveness and maturity of its idea. But a murderer, 
the apostle goes on to say, hath not eternal life abiding in 
him; and by the orSaTe declares that to be a fact which 
needs no demonstration. Here it is primarily obvious in 
this passage that swn alwvto,; has in it no thought of time, 
but is altogether an ethical idea or characteristic : for, if 
we would take it in the sense of twn aKaTltAVTO<;, it is clear 
that au OU µevetv of the tw~ aKaTaAVTO<; would be a contra­
dictio in adfecto. And the expression ov µevetv leads us to 
infer that the apostle is really addressing his inference to 
the readers themselves as a dehortation, and not speaking 
objectively concerning the world; for they alone have as 
yet received a portion in this life, and it is they alone who 
could undervalue and lose this prerogative. That the 
murderer is under the power of death, is placed in a clear 
light by the consistency between his nature and his act: he 
who would deliver others to death is himself in the power 
of a much more fearful death ; what he purposes for others 
affects himself in a much highet' degree. As God can give 
nothing but life, because He is Himself life, so he who is 
under the power of death can effect only death. Thus has 
the apostle, not only by the example of Cain, but also by 
dialectical argument, shown that hatred is a token of being 
bound in death, that therefore only the world can hate ; 
and thus he has in the most urgent way warned his readers 
against hatred. And here we have another instance of the 
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double-sidedness of treatment which abounds in this Epistle: 
on the one hand, the warning against hatred, and, on the 
other, the presupposition (ver. 14a) that the church does 
not need such a warning, being conscious of being actuated 
by love. 

VERSE 16. 

'Ev To6T,p J7vw,caµro Tryv a7a7T''T'/V, gn €/CEtVO~ {J7rJp r,µwv 
T~V "Y'UX,~V atJTOV €0'1]JC€" tcal r,µei~ ocf,et-Xoµev il7T'Jp TWV 
a.Oe°Xcpwv Tct~ yux,a~ n0evat. 

To the negative view, the dehortation from hatred, the 
apostle appends as an antithesis the positive (vers. 16-18), 
love as shown in act and not merely in sentiment. As he 
has sharply exhibited hatred of the brother in the example 
which proclaimed first in the history of man and in the most 
fearful manner its type, so that in him and in his acts we 
may learn what hatred really is; so now in the verses 
before us he places Him in contrast who furnishes the 
supreme and perfect type of what love is, that we may 
learn it from Him-Jesus Christ. But as the apostle is 
writing to Christians, who, according to ver. 14, ltc Tov 
Oavcfrov el~ Ti]V twiJv µernfle/3-~,caaw, their learning of 
Christ is supposed to have already taken place, l7vwtcaµev. 
The counterpart or opposite of Cain, which the Lord pre­
sents, is as perfect as can be conceived by the mind. 
Cain's hatred consisted in this, that he sacrificed his 
brother's life for his own advantage ; and in this consisted, 
by contrast, the love of Christ, that He sacrificed His own 
life for our good. Tnv 'YUXiJv avTov e0'1}tce: a unique 
expression, found in Greek literature only in St. John. 
We meet with it in the Gospel, and often especially in the 
tenth chapter (vers. 12, 15, 17, 18), as also in eh. xiii. 
37, 38, xv. 13; and we have it here. That it occurs first 
in the discourses of our Lord Himself, which are pervaded 
by Old Testament references, must suggest a derivation 
from the Old Testament; which, indeed, is otherwise much 
more probable than the explanation that makes it an appli­
cation of profane Greek, such as 0eu0at ao-7rtoa~, and so 
forth. The Hebrew at once presents the verb en~, which 
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in so many ways responds to the -ri0evai. More specifi­
cally we have then, on the one hand, the phrase rti~~ C'~ 

ie~~. and on the other, a suggestion of Isa. liii. 10, c•~ry 
c~~ rti~~- The former of these applications signifies not so 
much the surrender of life as the staking it, and therefore 
expresses no more than the readiness to surrender life ; 
whether that life be lost or not, is in the first place 
irrelevant. In the passage of Isaiah the case is otherwise. 
For if in this place, as we think, C'~ry is in the third 
person, and rti~~ the subject preceding, then we must trans­
late: when the soul (sc. of the servant of Jehovah) pledges 
compensation. Wherein the compensation consists is not 
contained in the words ; for we must not give the verb a 
reflexive aspect, and translate: "when his soul shall pledge 
itself for compensation." But what is not justified as 
translation is nevertheless true of the matter itself: the 
sacrifice of restitution consists essentially in the life of Him 
who pays it down, that is, in the life of the Messiah. But 
the chief thing is here to take the verb C'f?' in both the 
phrases not in the sense of " laying down," but in that of 
" pledging," gauging His life for something. But this 
interpretation is not merely possible here ; it is the only 
one which harmonizes with the connection, as will pre­
sently be shown. Nothing is here said of that satisfactio 
vicaria of which the passage in Isaiah speaks; for then we 
should have read, T~V ,frux~v n0eva£ aVTl TJfJ,WV, whereas 
the inrep only indicates that the interposition of the life of 
Christ was for our advantage : every more exact determina­
tion of it the apostle leaves untouched. In this act of 
Christ we have learned to know T~v dryam,v,-that is, not 
His love, but love generally, what it means to love. And, 
in fact, there can be no more profound conception of love 
than that which is contained in the words n0ivai -r~v 
,J,-1.1x,11v. Every deed of love is a staking of the ,J,-ux~ : I 
cannot discharge the slightest office of charity to any one 
without in some degree denying myself, my own I. As 
the denying of the personality of the brother on my own 
account is the essence of all hatred, so the denying of my 
own I for the brother's sake is the essence of all love. 
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And as the apostle already in eh. ii. 7, and that with 
special reference to love, had declared that Ka0wr; €K€'ivor; 

I ' • A , ,I.. ,... " A h 7rcptf7T"U'T7J<T€ Ka£ 7Jµ€£<; O't'€Ll\,Oµ€V OV'TW<; 7r€p£7ra'THV, so ere 
also the same requirement is urged with specific reference 
to the demonstrations of love : as the mind of the Re­
deemer's love found expression in the -ri0ivai T~v t'ux,~v, 

so it is our obligation (orpd>,,,oµ€v) to copy this expression 
of love in our own life. 

VERSE 17. 
''Or; o' £1v EXrJ 'T()V (3{ov 'TOU KOUµov, Kal 0€wpfl 'TOV 

, ,:0 ',I..\ , A I >I \ ... I \ ... I 
ao€/\,'t'ov av-rav XP€LUV EXOV'Ta, Ka£ f€f\,€U1'rJ Ta (j'7rf\,a1xva 

av'TOU a1r' at!TOV, 7rW<; ~ U,"/ll7T'7J 'TOU fhau µ€V€£ €V av-rrp ; 

With this requirement, that we lay down in this sense 
our life, is associated the antithetical observation (U), how 
it is with him who does not act thus: it is most natural­
as the rhetorical question really says-that there can be 
no relation to God in that case. If I give not TOv (3£ov, 

what I possess for the need and nourishment of bodily 
life, that signifies no other than that I will not myself lay 
down my life in the very least, in the most external 
circumference of it, for the advantage of my brother. The 
apostle says (3{a,; Tau Koap,av, in order by this appendage to 
make prominent the triviality of the matter : if ye do not 
in this which is least evince your love, how will ye do it 
in that which is greater 1 Such a man as St. Paul would 
surrender the very highest thing, his fellowship with Christ, 
for the brethren (Rom. ix. 3); and will ye not surrender 
the least important of all things ? And it is yet more 
base, since ye must absolutely shut your heart against 
sympathy (KA.E{uv), and suppress the most natural impulses, 
natural even in the world.1 The entire unnaturalness of 
such hardheartedness appears in all its prominence in the 
0€Wp€tV 'TOV aOEAc/Jov XPdav exov-ra: his need is supposed 
to be well known to me, my eye rests upon it, my thoughts 
are concerned with it, sympathy urges its claims; but yet 

• A<ro,o>,.1,.,, .,..,Js is a phrase well known in classical Greek ; but ,.>,.,I,,, ,1;,,..; 
.. ,.., seems, on the other hand, formed simply after the type of the Hebrew 
~~!:lo ,~c 
••: • -T • 
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I bolt the doors of my heart. We need not here assume, 
any more than in the case mentioned by J as. ii. 15 seq., 
that such lovelessness had occuned in a marked and 
express manner among the disciples; it is everywhere so 
common that we may understand the exhortation without 
any more especial occasion for it. But if the unnaturalness 
of the behaviour thus rebuked is so great, its deviation 
from the required n01.vai -r~v yvx1v so wide, it is clear 
how little consistent it must be with any near relation to 
God. 

St. John has from the beginning of his discussion of the 
subject exhibited brotherly love as the test of elvat J,c -rou 
EJeoii, and therefore as its result; if this love be absent, the 
being born of God must be absent too. As in the negative 
section, vers. 12-15, brotherly love was considered to be 
the reflection of our relation to God, not of the relation of 
God to us; so also here the a,y&'TT''TJ T'OU Beou is not God's 
love to us, but our love to Him. "\Ve might indeed here, as 
in eh. ii. 5, take the d,y&7r7J Tou 0eoii quite generally to be 
love, as it is in God and will have its reflection in us, and 
therefore as a unity which contains reference to both its 
directions; but since in what precedes the specific love of 
Christ to us had been spoken of, the other view just pre­
sented is the more appropriate. The µ,ivetv is here to be 
explained as in vers. 14 and 15: since the apostle is 
writing to Christians, he obviously presupposes the right 
sentiment of the heart; but through hardness against 
brethren that must needs be lost. For the rest, our verse 
plainly enough shows that the profound speculation of 
St. John is laid at the service of the most immediate 
practical requirements of Christianity: there is here and 
nowhere a gulf between them. 

VERSE 18. 

TeKv{a µov, µ,~ a,ya'TT'WJJ,EV AO,Y<p JJ,TJOE 7''9 ,YAW<I<I'{J, aAX' 
iv l!p,y<p Kai a\7J0elq,. 

The men here spoken of have no sort or love whatever. 
But it is not necessary that this lack of love should exhibit 
itself in words. We may present the semblance of love 
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by words, while remaining absolutely without it in deeds. 
Hence follows the exhortation to avoid such hypocritical 
semblance of charity. But as this is about to close the 
section, and the apostle purposes here to sum up the whole 
in one clause, he turns his address in affectionate earnest­
ness to the hearts of his readers. The words "A,01,p µ.,170E 
Tfj "/A-W<T<T'[J, with which we should not love, derive their 
explanation from the antithesis ev i!p,yrp, Kal, a).,170clq,. To 
the A-010-; the ifnov is opposed. The word of love to which 
the "A,010-; refers may be meant sincerely, inspired by warm 
feeling, but be wanting in readiness for sacrifice ; we may 
wish the best to the brethren, but not procure it for them 
by the proper T£0Jvai Thv +ux1v. The Christians repre­
sented in J as. ii. 16 were such a1a7rwVTE<; lv A-O"/<p, 
Opposed to this is the a,ya7rav lv i!p1rp. The lv must 
be noted as the opposite of the lack of it in A-D"/P· 
The apostle certainly could not have written µ.,h a1a1raTe 
lv 'A.01rp, for this would have meant that we should not 
love in words, which is obviously not his meaning; but 
we are not to love lv "A,o"/~rJ, in the sense that the word 
is made the representative, instrument, and only herald or 
spokesman of our love. We then come to the second pair 
of the four expressions: µ.,h Tfj "/A-W<T<T'[J ,i'A.).,' a'A.170dq, (the 
iv is to be supplemented before a"7\,170elq,). To the truth, 
the inward actuality of love, stands opposed the "/AW<T<ra, 
the mere outward babbling about it. In the first member 
·of the sentence we are exhorted against a love which 
approves itself only by good, sincere, and well-intentioned 
wishes ; here, against hollow phrases as such. That A-010-; 
might come from a sympathizing soul, without, however, 
energy enough in its fellow-feeling ; but in the other case 
mere phrases disguise the utter absence of all true sympathy. 

The apostle has thus, in contrast with the hatred which 
reigns in the world, not merely demanded of Christians 
love in general, but that love which the Lord Himself has 
taught; it must be self-sacrificing (ver. 16) ; this self-sacrifice 
must approve itself in the outward relations of life (ver. 1 7) ; 
and that not in deceptive words, but in deed and in truth 
(ver. 18). 
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VERSES 19, 20. 

K ' , , f " > ~ ,'\ 0 I , I t ai Ell TOVT<p ,YLVW<ncoµw OT£ EiC T'YJ<: a11.'1} €La<; e<rµw. ,ea 
., O , ... , \ ~' r ... tl , , 

Ef<,7rpou Ell avTou 1r1:.tuoµ1:.v Tar;; ,capoiar;; riµwv, on Eav ,caTa-
, r .-. r ~/ tl 11'. ) \ ( e \ "" ~I 

ryww<TK'[I 'l)JJ,WV '1} ,capoia, on µe,.,,wv E<rTtV o eor;; T'YJ<: Kapo,ar;; 
r ,. \ , / 

'T}µWv, tca£ ,YWW<TIC€£ 'TT'llVTa. 

There is certainly in the following words an advance in 
the thought: this is clear on the first glance. But wherein 
the progress consists, and how these verses are therefore 
related to what goes before, cannot be decided at the outset. 
Expositors are so divided as not to know whether the 
passage refers to forgiveness or condemnation, whether 
brotherly love or 1roi1:.'iv T~v oi,caiouvv1JV is the subject; and 
this division shows the importance of considering the 
expressions in detail before we can gain even a preliminary 
point of view whence to understand the whole connection. 

:First of all we must settle the readings, which itself will 
be a great gain for the exposition. The ,ca{ beginning 
ver. 19 is indeed wanting in many influential manuscripts, 
especially A and B ; but it is otherwise extremely well 
attested. The decision as to its genuineness would be 
really important only if on it depended the answer to the 
question whether ver. 19 introduces an altogether new 
thought, or is connected with what precedes. But the ,ca{ 

has no such critical weight as this : certainly ver. 19 does 
spring from the preceding words, as Jv -roVT<p in the 
beginning shows, which must necessarily be referred to 
them. For otherwise, if Jv TOVT'f' is to be referred to the 
following OT£, the condensed statement would be simply, 
we may know our elva, J,c TOU eeou by this, that God is 
greater than our heart. But it is plain that the proposition 
taken in this general way proves too much, and therefore 
nothing. Laid down thus, and without any cautionary 
guards, it might be used to demonstrate that even the vior;; 
Tijr;; a1rw'A,e{ar;; is of the truth. But if the substance of the 
Jv -rovT<p is what precedes, and the connection of our verse 
with the foregoing is held fast, then it is a matter quite 
irrelevant whether the ,ca{ is or is not read in the beainnin(7 

0 0 

of the verse. Similarly, it is of little moment whether we 
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read "ftvwaKoµev or "fVW<roµe0a. As to the internal gTounds, 
the genuineness of the present tense may be argued from 
the probability that copyists, having before them the future 
immediately following, 7reia-oµev, which is co-ordinated with 
the "f£VWa-Koµev, would be likely to change this latter also 
into a future through mere lapsus mernoriae; while, on the 
other hand, that the future "fVwaoµE0a was the original 
reading, might be argued from the fact that the phrase or 
turn ev TOVT<p "ftvw<rKoµEv is so current with St. John that 
the transcribers would naturally choose to write it. If 
internal reasons are to decide, we must judge by the strength 
of the evidence as it appears to lUl ; and the future seems 
more likely to have been the primitive reading. The two 
futures, "fVW<roµe0a and 'lrEL<roµw, are then to be explained, 
not so much from the cohortati ve tone of the section (" we 
should know," and so on), but in their strictly logical sense, 
as deduction from the conditions laid down by the apostle 
to be at once explained : " under these suppositions shall 
we, as a necessary result, know." Finally, it is of no 
importance whether at the end of ver. 19 Kapo[a,; or 
Kapolav is to be read, but the former is to be preferred. On 
the other hand, everything depends on our striking out, or 
otherwise, the second ort in ver. 20, that before µettwv. 

But it happens that here we have good grounds, both 
external and internal, for decision. While the external 
testimonies are in favour of keeping it, we can much more 
easily understand that the transcribers, taking it as purely 
epanaleptic, left it out, than that they inserted it where it 
was not, since its insertion has greatly embarrassed the 
passage. 

Let us now proceed to the exposition itself. After what 
has been discussed we may assume that ev Tourrp looks 
back to what has just preceded, and there its meaning is 
plain enough: it is the true and inward brotherly love to 
which it refers as the ground of the "flVW<TKE£V. We have 
perceived that the design of the whole section from eh. 
ii. 2 8 onwards has been to exhibit the demonstration of 
divine sonship in work as its sure criterion. First, there 
was a requirement of 'TrOtE'iv r~v 8ucato<Iuv7Jv as it respects 
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God; then it was shown that the lack of this gives birth 
to hatred towards brethren; and conversely, that love to 
brethren gives sufficient evidence of the 1rot€'iv T~v ouca,o­
avv17v as a character. Consequently the inference is a sound 
one, that true brotherly love, as demanded in ver. 18, gives 
assured evidence (Ev To1mp ,yivwa,coµ,ev) of the right relation 
to God. Here, however, this is not, as before, described as 
€'iva£ €IC TOV 0wv, but as eivat €IC TTJ<; a"Jt.,770da,. l'rimarily, 
we may suppose, because so much prominence had just 
been given to truth and semblance. ,ve must love EV 

a)1.170dq,, and only when we do this are we EiC TTJ<; aX77-
8eta,. But, further, this expression probably was intended 
to indicate that only in virtue of the consciousness that we 
are of the truth can we have tranquillity in thinking of the 
divine judgment. He who is Himself the truth must 
acknowledge those as His who by genuine brotherly love 
approve themselves as e,c TTJ<; aX770€ta, 8v-r€,. This position 
of confident assurance as in regard to God, the apostle 
expresses by the words, i!µ,1rpoa0€v auTou 1rEtaoµ,ev Ta~ 

tcapota, ~µ,wv. 
Ther':l is a controversy about the meaning of the 1re{8€w. 

If we translate it " persuade to something," it may be asked 
what it is that we persuade our hearts to accept. The 
omission of the object itself would not be so strange; but 
in the present connection nothing has been spoken of to 
which we might be supposed to persuade our hearts ; for 
the brotherly love which had been the matter of discourse 
is taken for granted in our verse (ev Tovnp), and we have 
no need to persuade ourselves of that. Moreover, it is not 
to be denied that "to persuade our heart to anything" is 
very artificial; it would come to this in the end, that we 
are supposed to form some purpose: but it is obvious that 
it would be extremely forced to describe that by 1r1;18etv 
T~v tcapotav. Besides this one, there are two other signi­
fications of 1re,0€w which are suggested: "convince" and 
" soothe." Now here again we have, in respect to the 
former of these, the same difficulty of finding an object con­
cerning which we are thought to convince ourselves. The 
most obvious course would then be to take the clause on 
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µe(f;wv euTtv o fho<, T1'j,; ,capOLa<, fJµwv as this object. And 
the preliminary inquiry must be the reference and meaning 
of the second lhi in ver. 20, which must be decided before 
we can decide the other point. 

This may be understood as either a causal particle 
(because) or as defining the object (that). Let us begin 
with the second of these possibilities. In that case the on 
would introduce the objective matter of the 7n:.t0ew; and 
it would be declared concerning what we T~v ,capolav 
'TT'e{u-oµEv. Now, if we take 7re{u-oµev with the meaning 
"convince," we must translate: "we shall convince our 
heart of this, that God is greater than our heart." But 
then it must not be forgotten that the proposition µelf;wv o 
Beo<, T'I)', ,capUa,; fJµwv is so clear in itself, that there could 
be no necessity of our being in any manner persuaded of 
it. It might indeed be used as a premiss from which a 
conclusion should be drawn ; but certainly not as a thesis 
which itself needed to be demonstrated. But, that being 
the case, on what principle should we here have to be 
convinced of it ? Is it that the apostle looks back on the ev 
TovT<p, so that in the consciousness of brotherly love we are 
supposed to penetrate to this assurance of God's greatness? 
But what in all the world has brotherly love to do with 
the divine greatness and our conviction of it ? Thus this 
translation is altogether untenable. 

Now let us try the second possible interpretation, and 
take on as defining the object; but taking 7re£0Ew in the 
sense of " soothing or allaying." Then the meaning would 
be : " we shall encourage our heart as to the fact that God 
is greater than it," It is clear that in this case µelf;wv 
refers to the greater severity of God ; for, in relation to 
His greater mildness, we should not need any special solace. 
But then again it would be incomprehensible how this 
soothing should take effect: however conscious of brotherly 
love we might be, the simple thought of the greater severity 
of God must needs make every such solace impossible. 
To this must be added that, even if we admit the meaning 
of soothe or solace to be right generally (of which hereafter), 
yet 7re{0eiv with this meaning is always used absolutely, 
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never with 8-n following it; that at least "comfort con­
cerning " must be expressed. Thus it is perfectly impossible 
to understand the clause with on as objective; and we are 
forced to revert to the causal meaning of the on. But 
then it becomes impossible to translate 1rE{01:w as convincing 
of something. For if, as we have shown, we do not find 
the object of the 1r£t0Ew in the clause with on µ,df;wv, there 
is generally none to be found. Yet some such objective is 
peremptorily necessary if we take the meaning "to persuade 
or convince : " we must be convinced of something. 

The question then arises, whether 1rcl0Ew may not have 
a meaning which will allow its being without a substantial 
object after it. Such a meaning would be the " soothing" 
already mentioned, if only it can be defended on other 
grounds. Classical Greek is supposed to furnish many 
instances in its favour; but in most of the cases ( especially 
those out of the Iliad, i. 100, ix. 112, 181, 386) this 
signification is at least not obligatory, since the connection 
allows us to translate "persuade," the object of the per­
suasion being invariably supplied in the context. On the 
other hand, the passage cited in Plato, de Rep. iii. 390, 
probably Hesiodic, seems to us to establish the meaning of 
"soothe:" owpa 0EoV<; 7T'El0Et, owp' aloo{ov<; /3a<rtXf'Ja<;. As 
it concerns the New Testament, Acts xii. 2 0 and xiv. 19 
do not belong to this subject, as in these passages the 
object of the "persuading" is easily supplied. It is other­
wise with Matt. xxviii. 14, where the members of the 
council bribe the watchers of the sepulchre, and promise 
them that, if Pilate should hear of it, mda-oµ,cv av-rov. To 
supply here U/€0/\.a<TTOV<; vµ,a,; fall is venturesome, on the 
one hand ; and, on the other, this thought needed not to be 
expressed, since it was already prominent enough in the 
aµ,Eplp.,vov<; vµ,8,,; 7r0t~<TOP,£V. Rather we must assume that 
the high priests aimed at accomplishing two things: first, 
they would soften Pilate's displeasure on account of the 
supposed sleep of the watchers at the sepulchre ; and, 
secondly, they would thus deliver these watchers from 
suffering the penalty. But if once the meaning of a word 
is established by any confirmatory passage, as it is in the 
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present case by the quotation from Plato, and, less directly, 
by that from St. Matthew, then we are justified in adopting 
this meaning in other passages which, though they do not 
pressingly demand such an interpretation themselves, yet 
are most successfully interpreted when such a meaning is 
applied to them by their help. This is the case in our 
present passage, and we therefore translate 1r€{0Ew by pro­
pitiate or soothe. And this solacing of our hearts, the 
apostle says, will take place i!µrrpou0w 0€ou: that is, when 
we place ourselves inwardly before God, and judge ourselves 
with His measure, in the consciousness of His holiness, so 
can we, even in the presence of this standard, take comfort. 

But this soothing presupposes anxiety of heart : whence 
this comes, and in what it consists, is shown in the beginning 
of the following verse. That the second l5Tt is to be taken 
causatively commends itself at once ; but the first one 
involves us in new difficulties. For this first l5Tt may itself 
be viewed in two ways : either it may be understood as 
equivalent to the second, so that this latter is only an 
epanalepsis or resumption of the former, and then the 
clause with Uv is a conditional clause; or the first o7'£ is 
to be written with the diastole (5;n), and understood rela'­
tively, and then Uv is only the particle av which is so 
frequent in the New Testament. Against the first explana­
tion, according to which the second 57'£ is an epanalepsis of 
the first, many very decisive arguments may be urged. For 
instance, the causal OT£ (and we have shown that its clause, 
µE{s(J)V o 0€0~ /C.T.A., is of this character) is never resumed 
or repeated in such a way as this ; certainly such an un­
exampled epanalepsis is out of the question here, where 
only some words separate the first OT£ from the second. 
And then, again, the conditional clause eav /CaTa"fWWUIC'fJ 
would in that case stand in a false logical position. - For 
we should have to translate : "We can comfort our hearts, 
because God, in case our heart condemns us, is greater 
than our heart." The position of the conditional particle 
after oTt would make this meaning inevitable ; the condi­
tional clause would be dependent on the clause with oTt, 
and thus the greatness of God would appear to be condi-
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tioned by the accusation of our heart. That would lead 
to the conclusion that, if our hearts did not condemn us, 
God would not be greater than they. But the only appro­
priate thought is obviously that, in case our hearts condemn 
us, we may console them,-that is, the conditional clause 
must not belong to the phrase lfrt µ,eltwv, but to 7re{uoµev. 

Accordingly, as we cannot take the on opening ver. 20 
as a causal particle, it only remains that we take it as a 
relative, and resolve Uv into the simple &v. Certainly the 
combination oun<; M.v, i,n Jciv is not frequent; indeed, it 
is very remarkable that it is not found uncontradicted in 
any passage of the New Testament. Yet the reading 
i,n Jav seems to us secure enough in Gal. v. 10 and Col. 
iii. 17, where the preponderant probability is in favour of 
retaining the M.v, though even the two other passages, Acts 
iii. 33, Col. iii. 18, must be struck out. The interpretation 
of the on Jciv in this manner in our passage is not only 
demanded by the sense, but it is grammatically admissible; 
since ,caTa,ywwu,cew elsewhere occurs with the accusative, 
not to say that the pronoun even with such verbs as 
generally require other cases may stand in the accusative. 
Moreover, the generalizing o,n Jav, instead of the usual 
& Jav, is here peculiarly appropriate ; for it expresses the 
idea that in all instances in which our hearts may happen 
to condemn us, we may solace them. The two verses under 
consideration might therefore be thus translated : " Herein, 
by this love iv iip,y'f:' ,cat a),.TJ0dq,, rests our consciousness 
that we are of the truth; and hereby (the iv TovTcp belongs 
also to 7re{uoµev) may we soothe our hearts, in all cases in 
which our heart condemns us (that here the singular ,capota 
enters is very refined: each heart has its own particular 
accusations, and the individual is in the apostle's view), for 
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things." 

After all this, we have only as yet busied ourselves 
about the mere vesture of St. John's thought: we have now 
to look at the very thought itself. Two things the apostle 
takes for granted: one, in the iv TouTcp of ver. 19, that we 
have brotherly love ; the other, in the clause 3n Jav KaTa­
'/tvwu,cy K.T.).,, that in some measure our hearts reproach 
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us. According to the explanation given, we are supposed 
to have, in the consciousness of brotherly love, the means 
whereby we may allay the reproaches of our conscience. 
But this thought is, as it appears, quite an alien one to the 
Christian sentiment. The accusations of my heart certainly 
can have reference only to sins and the sinfulness of 
which I know myself to be a partaker: concerning that, 
am I supposed to take comfort simply in this way, and in 
this way alone ? and if so, could that consolation lie in the 
possession of brotherly love ? does not this lead to the most 
superficial and vapid Rationalism? The Apostle James 
says that he who keeps the whole law, and yet sins in one 
particular, is guilty of the whole law. Does not St. John 
here say the very opposite : if you only keep the command­
ment of brotherly love, yon may leave all else behind you 
with confidence ? Not in any work wrought by us, but in 
the blood of Christ or the grace of God we are accustomed to 
see the only genuine ground of our hearts' pacification. But 
it is God who comes primarily into view here; for the words 
µettwv o EJco~ 'T'ry~ KapMa~ ~µwv can, according to the inter­
pretation given above, be. brought into consideration only as 
the ground that justifies our taking comfort to our hearts. 
Consequently the much - contested question, whether the 
µeiswv refers to the condemning severity of God or His 
pardoning kindness,'is made easy at the very outset: having 
become convinced that 7reL0etv must be understood in the 
sense of "soothe," and on with a causative signification, 
it is clear that the clause on µett,,,v must, as containing 
matter of consolation, exhibit not the greater strictness of 
God, but His greater tenderness. 

For the sake, however, of the deep importance of the 
matter itself, and to become still more convinced of the 
soundness of our interpretation, let us look at the other 
way of taking the µettwv o 0e1k Referring it to the 
greater severity of God, we must nrnke the meaning of the 
verse this: we condemn ourselves, God will much more 
condemn us. There would then be found a contrast between 
the subject-ideas, God and we ; but the predicate would 
apply to both, though it may be in a different degree : both 
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condemn. But such an antithesis as this is assuredly not 
supported by the arrangement of the words : the words 
o Ehor;; and ,capota nµ,wv have by no means any emphasis 
on them-rather come in among different ideas. Observing 
the ,caw,ytvwq,cy, placed first in the subordinate clause, this 
might appear to be the strength of the antithesis ; and then 
the condemnation would require to have a non-condemna­
tion set over against it. Further, the view of 3,n lav as 
a relative, which we have established, would not so well 
harmonize with the end of the verse, rytvwqKet 7ravTa, on 
any other principle of interpretation. For, that we thereby 
come to the persuasion that God is greater than our heart, 
in the matter of its condemnation, is not logically and 
strictly demonstrated by the proposition that God knoweth 
all things, but by the proposition that He more fully knows 
the thing in question. Of course it may be said against 
that, that this is naturally included in the rytvwuKEt mivw; 

but there would be a certain inconcinnity, nevertheless. 
We therefore adhere to the conclusion that JJ,E{f;wv must be 
understood to exhibit the greater gentleness of God. 

The gentleness of God is not regarded as absolutely and 
in all matters a valid ground of consolation; but it is such 
as based upon His omniscience (rywwqtcft 7ravTa). Thus, if 
our conscience condemns us, we can :find solace for our­
selves only if we have made ourselves worse than we really 
are, or thought ourselves more entirely sundered from God 
than is actually the case,-than could indeed actually be 
the case, since God knows everything. Notwithstanding 
the accusations of our heart, we are not altogether rejected 
of God ; we are J,c Tijr;; aA1J0Etar;;, and can determine that 
we are so. But in what way? Jv TOVT<f', by the fact of 
our having brotherly love in deed and in truth. When we 
measure ourselves by the terms of the whole previous 
section, especially from ver. 1 to ver. 10, we must see 
that we are wanting in the first token of sonship, the 'TrotE'iv 

T~v oi,caiouvv'l]v : our heart condemns us on that account, 
because we :find much unrighteousness still clinging to our 
lives. :Now we perfect the self-judging, in the way the 
apostle has taught us; and place ourselves in the position 
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of the last day ; and recognise that we cannot stand before 
God,-that, measured by so strict and absolute a standard, 
we are not yet altogether withdrawn from the sphere of 
darkness. But, so long as we live below, we shall never 
attain to any such maturity as to fix us absolutely on 
the one side of the religious alternative ; we are yet in 
the process of a development, in the course of a conflict 
between light and darkness ; and it is essential to the idea 
of such a struggle that the territory contended about belongs 
not altogether either to the one or to the other of the several 
powers. In other words : though we must day by day 
measure ourselves by the standard of the goal set before 
us, the OU ovvau0at aµapn5,vew, we may, on the other hand, 
know where in the course we are now found; we must 
needs be assured whether or not we have made a good 
beginning towards the final victory. This is the question 
considered and determined in the present verse. 

Ver. 19 and the following contain a summary of what 
goes before ; but only in a preliminary way. The question 
was about the 7rapP"Ju{a on the day of judgment: if we 
would know whether that will be ours or not, we must judge 
ourselves according to our works. If on such a judgment 
our heart does not condemn us, we have already. now, and 
already here, the parrhesia: that is the substance of ver. 21. 
But if-and this is the other possibility-our hearts con­
demn us, we being not as yet conscious of the oi,cawuvv"I, 
what then? is the question of ver. 20. The confidence or 
parrhesia of a perfect and secure trust we assuredly cannot 
in any case have ; but something less than this is possible, 
-we may be joyful in hope if we have only made a good 
beginning, as evideuced by the required outward practice 
corresponding to the divine gift within. And this good 
beginning is brotherly love. It is the first and easiest 
commandment: for how can he who closes his heart against 
his brother (ver. 1 7) love his God ? It is the first stage 
and first test of the love of God. He who has this iv 
€ P'Y'f' ,cal J;J,,,,,,0e{q will be able to conclude from his having 
it that there is the commencement of that love in him, 
as the evidence of his fellowship with God ; and even 

1 JORN. :P 
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supposing him to be not for the moment conscious of 
it, God is greater and sees deeper : He knows this very 
beginning that may be concealed from ourselves. True, 
that in the absolute ,judgment of eternity no mere beginning 
will avail; there must be an entire and perfected holiness: 
thinking on this, we must evermore say that we have not 
yet attained. But it is, nevertheless, a great thing to know 
that we have at least made a beginning; for from that 
springs the confidence that o lvapgaµEvor; Jv ~µiv ifpryov 
arya0ov, €7T'tTfi'A.eU€£ &')(Pt<; ~µepar; 'I 'TJ<I'DV XptuTOV (Phil. i. 6 ). 
And this very passage demands for the day of Christ the 
same that St. John demands in our Epistle, eh. ii. 28: the 
perfection of religion. But it may be repeated, that the 
beginning of the good work itself inspires the hope that its 
completion will not be wanting at the last. Thus our 
verse (20) contains the counterpart of that fearfully solemn 
doctrine of the judgment to which the apostle had led up 
in the previous verse ; and, indeed, a necessary counter­
part, since, unless we bring this also into prominence, the 
solemnity of the judgment might well lead us to despair. 

But, that the consolation which the apostle now admini­
sters to those whom he had previously smitten is not sought, 
as in eh. ii. 1, in the remembrance of the propitiatory death 
and intercession of the Lord, has its reason in the bearing 
and motive of the whole section. The question in it is 
only of the confirmation of fellowship with the Lord,-a 
fellowship the existence of which must always and only be 
known by its fruits. As to the reality of my faith, the 
depth of my devotion to Him, I may deceive myself; I 
dare not base my security on my feeling; the energies and 
actings of faith alone give me a sufficient guarantee for my 
confidence. If these are found in an absolute degree, 
so that my heart no longer condemns me, then I have 
the perfect parrhesia; but if they are present in their 
beginnings only, in vigorous brotherly love, that affords me 
the consolation of knowing that as to my relation to God 
the way is fairly open before me. And the inference which 
I only thus deduce is naked and open before the eyes of 
Him who 7ravra ryivwa-1C££. Thus our verse takes its place 
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• in the unity of the chapter as a perfectly homogeneous 
constituent; and at the same time gives us additional 
security for the correctness of our interpretation of what 
goes before. 

In conclusion, we may turn our attention for a moment 
to the word KapUa. In express terms and by inference 
this word has been accepted as interchangeable with <rvvet-
017a-i,. This latter word is, as we are aware, unknown to 
the J ohannaean phraseology ; for eh. viii. 9 must not come . 
into consideration, on account of its suspected genuineness. 
It might therefore be regarded as possible or probable that 
the apostle expressed the more special idea of the conscience 
by the more general one of the heart. But ,capola itself 
occurs comparatively seldom in St. John's writings; in no 
case, however, with the meaning of conscience. It rather 
signifies, especially in those passages which are closely 
dependent on the Old Testament,-that is, in the Apoca­
lypse (eh. ii. 25, xvii. 17, xviii. 7), and in the citation of 
John xii. 40 seq.,-the entire inner man, the interior of the 
nature, corresponding to the quite general ~?.. In other 
instances of his use, it signifies particularly the life of 
feeling and sentiment, John xiv. 1, 27, xvi. 6, 22. The 
only question then is, whether we may take it here in the 
latter of the senses just mentioned, or must needs limit it 
to the express idea of <rvveto17ui,. This term <rvvetD7J<ri, 
itself occurs in the New Testament with a double applica­
tion. One is in harmony with the classical uvvHOO<;, as the 
knowledge of anything, especially of an action past : as in 
Heb. x. 2, where <rvvet07J<rt<; TWV aµapnwv is simply the con­
sciousness that my sin is a certain fact of the past, as is made 
quite clear by the parallel avaµv7J<rt<; of ver. 3. Similarly 
the arya0~ <rvvetS,,,uic; of Acts xxiii. 11, which is simply the 
consciousness of the &.rya0ov elvai of the past conversation. 
In this and similar passages uvvei07J<ric; defines the moral 
judgment concerning the ethical position of a person, whether 
he is good or whether he is evil On the other hand, St. Paul 
attaches to uvveiS,,,uic; a more abstract notion: it means the 
measure of moral discernment which is peculiar to any man, 
-that is, the consciousness of what is good and evil, not the 
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consciousness of my being good or evil. So, for example, 
in Rom. ii. 15 : the uuveto11uv; of the Gentiles is not the 
judgment or verdict which they pronounce on their own 
conduct, but the moral consciousness, the moral discern­
ment which belonged to them, out of which that verdict 
sprang. For, not until after the apostle had first ascribed 
to them generally such a theoretical knowledge does he in 
the clause TWV Xoryiuµ,wv KUT1)"fOPOUVT(JJV ~ U7ToXo-youµ,ivwv 

declare the sentence which they themselves pronounce upon 
their own concrete actions in virtue of that moral conscious­
ness. So, too, in the first Epistle to the Corinthians it is 
plain we are not to understand by the avveto11uir;; Twv 

au0evovvTwv, who would eat no sacrificed flesh, that they 
considered this particular thing as sin ; the phrase indicates 
in general the weakness of their moral perception, which 
allowed them to detect sin, as in other things so in this. 
To be brief, uuve{S11uir;; signifies first the abstract moral 
consciousness, which is q_uite independent of my own moral 
conduct, which may be very strong even in ethical wicked­
ness and very weak even in great moral earnestness ; and, 
seconclly, the judgment which I pronounce on my own deport­
ment as the result of this my moral discernment. It fol­
lows that, if we would make the word KapUa in our passage 
strictly parallel with uuve{o11uir;;, we must hang to the latter 
of the two meanings above, fOT the KaTa"ftvwuKetv is cer­
tainly an actus forensis. But it is also made plain how little 
the J ohannaean ideas induce such a strict parallelization 
with those of St. Paul. They do not entirely coincide 
or cover each other ; hence we do well to consider the 
Kapola as meant simply and generally of the inner man, 
in which inner man St. John does not so rigorously as St. 
Paul distinguish between the vovr;;, the Xoryiuµ,ot, and the 
UVV€l07JU£<;. 

VERSES 21, 22. 

'A ' ,, t t'I " ,. ' , I ""' "fa'TT'1)'roi, eav 1J Kapoia r;µ,wv µ1} ,caTa,ryivwu,cv r;µ,wv, 
,t , ,, \ , 

0 
, , .. , ,, , .... 

7rappr;uiav exoµ,ev 1rpor;; Tov ~ eov· ,cat o eav aiTwµev, )...aµ,-

/3
, , , ,.. ,,, ' , "\ \ J ,.. ... ' 

avoµev ,rap auTou· on Tar;; evTol\,ar;; avTov 7'1Jpovµ,ev, Kai 
\ , ' , , , .... .... 

Ta apeuTa €VW7T£0V avTOU 'TT'0£0V/J,f.V, 
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After the apostle has thus illustrated the one presupposi­
tion that we are in many ways conscious of sin, and has 
laid emphasis in connection with that upon brotherly love 
as token of a life of faith at least germinal in us, he now 
passes over to the second presupposition, EO-v ~ ,capUa ~µwv 
µ~ ,ca-ra,ytvwu,cy ~µwv. He obviously regards this case to 
be possible, as is plain not only from the conditional clause 
itself, but also from his proceeding at once to base upon it 
t,he most important practical consequences. And in this 
he is found in accordance with St. Paul, who certainly and 
unconditionally gives himself the testimony, ovDEv Eµav-rrj, 
uvvotSa (1 Cor. iv. 4). It is indeed a noteworthy psycho­
logical fact, that in the hours of the most vivid consciousness 
of sin all former faith and love will seem to us no more 
than delusion; but, on the other hand, it is also in hours 
of more than ordinary elevated faith that we regard sin 
as under our feet. Of such hours as these last St. John 
here speaks. At such hours the 'TT'app'T/ula as towards God 
appears in force. What we mentioned preliminarily in the 
explanation of the previous verse must again be brought to 
remembrance, that the point of view under which in eh. 
ii. 2 8 the parrhesia is assumed is not regarded here : it is 
not the final judgment that is now concerned. Accordingly, 
it is clear that the section begun with eh. ii. 2 8 has not 
here reached its absolute, but only its relative end. That 
is to say, when the apostle was speaking of the judgment, 
which we in a certain sense are supposed to anticipate in 
ourselves after a preliminary and typical manner, the first 
effect was the question, what results to us as to our condi­
tion here below from a course of conduct thus or thus 
ordered: first, in the case of the imperfect (ver. 20), a 
consolation springing from the consciousness of God's near­
ness, at least affecting happily the present time (ver. 2),­
that is to say, a feeling of elevation, the 'TT'app'T/uta. The 
having our prayers heard is exhibited as a result of this. 
It is clear from this, first, that the idea of confident speaking 
is prominent to St. John in the 'TT'app'T/ula ; as, finally, before 
the Judge, so now before the Father we have the conscious­
ness of artless and perfect simplicity and freedom. Even 
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at the last judgment we may conceive of a real 7ra,pp1Juia 
as a joyous request: of such supplication as that which 
Christ once preferred on leaving the world, vvv o6fau6v µe 
'TT'aTep 7rap?t ueavTtp. The remembrance of this word is 
here all the more appropriate, because not only shall we on 
that day ask to be transfigured into the glory of Christ, as 
He asked to be transfigured into the glory of the Father, 
but He also in the same way as we attained the wapp'Y/uta of 
His supplication,-that is, through the confirmation of His 
divine Sonship by the work of perfected obedience (John 
xiv. 31), and of perfected love to man (John xiii. 1). 
That which was then the matter of Christ's prayer offered 
ev 7rapp1Jutq,, that which will be the matter of our prayer 
at the end of the days, the oo~ateu0ai, the full and absolute 
fellowship with our Lord, will naturally in some degree be 
the matter of our prayer even here. 

But, on the other hand, the expression & Nw ahwµev 
points by its generality to a manifold supplication. Had 
St. John anything definite in his eye 1 When we bethink 
ourselves that in the last discourses of Christ to the dis­
ciples He reminded them of the confident prayer assured of 
its answer, and that in two ways, first, when He exhorted 
them both before and after to brotherly love (John xv. 
12-17); and, secondly, when He promised to them the 
Paraclcte (John xvi. 23 seq.), thus showing that He referred 
to prayer for perfect brotherly love and perfect fellowship 
with the Father; moreover, that the high-priestly prayer of 
Jesus Himself partly referred to His own glorification and 
partly to that of his disciples ; again, that in our Epistle, 
eh. v. 14, the certain assurance of prayer is again men­
tioned in connection with intercession for ening bretbren,­
remembering all this, we shall think it probable that in 
this passage also the apostle had in his mind these two 
sorts of petition, for the accomplishment of our own salva­
tion and that of our brethren. Thus viewed, our verse 
assumes a position of definite and necessary importance in 
the whole section. To him that bath it shall be given: if 
you have once obtained this parrhesia, you will by virtue 
of it urge ever renewed supplications for the fulfilment of 
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our salvation and the consummation of the kingdom of 
God, and so urge them that you will always obtain what 
you ask. The 7r0£EtV T~V ou,aiou{wr1v, that is, fellowship 
with God, and the a1ya'TT''TJ, fellowship with the brethren, 
were the conditions of the 7rapp7Ju{a ; and this again leads 
to an increased and deeper possessio_n of those two elements 
of religious experience. The parrhesia and the answer of 
prayer are strictly correlative ideas. For the former rests 
upon the knowledge of my fellowship with God; the latter 
upon the fact that my will is one with the di vine : essen­
tially, therefore, they have the same foundation. Hence 
it becomes probable that the clause with ;;n, which gives 
the reason, will refer not only to the Xaµ,(3avew & Ja,v 

al-rwµ,ev, but to the two co-ordinated propositions of the 
former half of the verse. If we remember that -rr;pe'iv Td.<; 
ev-roXd.<; 0eou was a main idea of the first part of the 
Epistle, and that 7roie'iv is made prominent in the second, 
but that the two parts are related as the internal to the 
external presentation, then we have perceived the relation 
of the two clauses in our verse. 

VER~E 23. 

Kal al5-rr; Ju-rlv !J €VTOATJ av-rov, ?va mu-re6uwµ,ev -rf 
ovoµ,an TOV vlov av-rov 'I TJO"OV XptUTOU, Kat arya7T'Wf1,€V 

a,/\.,/\.,~/\.,OU<;, Ka0@<; iJOWK€V €VTOA.1'JV !Jµ,'iv. 

The commandments which the apostle is discoursing of 
and commending are now exhibited by him again with 
reference to their meaning and aim. Two things strike us 
on a superficial glance: the precepts we must obey are 
described in their unity (the singular evToX~), then being 
again described as twofold ; and the import of the second 
is specified by the word ,;riu-reuetv, which now for the first 
time enters the Epistle. As to the former of these points, 
the two commandments of faith and brotherly love are in 
the same sense one commandment, as the two tables of 
the law are in the issue one table and one law: they 
enforce simply and only this, I am the Lord thy God, walk 
before me and be thou perfect. The other question is more 
difficult, how it is that faith is here so suddenly mentioned, 
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coming in unintroduced by anything that precedes, ·and 
without any bearing on anything that follows. ·whenever 
Christ has been before alluded to, the objective value of His 
work has been specified as an i"A.auµoc; securing the forgive­
ness of sins, without any reference to the method of subjective 
appropriation; and whenever the subjective position of man 
before God has been spoken of, the confirmation of it in act 
and deed has alone been made prominent, without any side 
glance at the root and spring of this action. Similarly in 
the fourth chapter the mu7eVew recedes into the background 
in comparison of the oµo"A.o"/Etv : obviously for the same 
reason again, because the Epistle has for its aim the con­
firmation and consummation of the joy of faith by means 
of the active work of religion, the external expressions of 
faith. It is not until the fifth chapter that the idea of 
w{,nic; begins to lead the development of the thought. All 
this makes it :inore urgent to ask why the '1n<T7flJEW enters 
precisely in our passage, where the word Jv7o"A.~ itself points 
to a course of action and not a state of being, while, on 
the other hand, it forms the conclusion of a section that 
professedly treats of works and of works alone. 

If we now look at the other ideas brought forward 
in these verses, it becomes evident that they also are not 
the same with those which have ruled the contents of the 
third chapter, but that they have reverted back again to 
the thoughts and phraseology of the first two chapters. It 
has been already remarked that 77Jpeiv 7tl.c; iv70)\,ac;, ver. 22, 
has in the first part of the second chapter its own dis­
tinctive position; and similarly, the combination of the 
various Jv70)\,ai 0rnu into the unity of one single command­
ment, just as we have it here, is observable in the same 
earlier part of the second chapter. In ver. 24 we find the 
reciprocal abiding of God in us and our abiding also in 
God which was already present in the second chapter; and 
not only so, its juxtaposition or co-ordination with the 
77Jpeiv Tac; ivToX<ic; avTov is substantially to be discerned in 
that chapter, though not expressed in precisely the same 
words. On the other hand, any such emphasis on the 
works as we find pervading the whole of the second 
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chapter is altogether wanting in our vers. 23 and 24. 
The first and second chapters contain, as has been fully 
shown, an exhibition of fellowship with God and the 
brethren as belonging to the internal character of Christians; 
and this is met in the thfrd chapter by a requirement of 
the outward confirmation of that sentiment in act. From 
this it appears why at the close of this final exposition the 
apostle falls back again into the tone of the first chapters. 
The former is supposed to be only the superstructure upon 
the foundation of the latter. If I approve my fellowship 
with God, then must I hai,e it already ; and on this having, 
this internal characteristic of the Christian, rests here in 
conclusion the apostle's eye. By the works of love to God 
and man we discern that we keep the commandment of 
God; but this commandment itself points first and directly, 
not to the external demonstration of an internal character, 
but to that internal character itself: not to show that we 
are, but to be. Thus, therefore, in the requirement of the 
'1T't<TT€V€tV and the a;ya1rav, the internal state of the heart is 
made prominent, of which we all should be and must be 
partakers. 

But all this has only served to vindicate the substance 
of the 'TrtUT€V€£V EV T<p ovoµa-rt 'I,,,uov XptUTOIJ as appro­
priate in this place ; it is the evTo),.,~ in its interior spirit 
and tone ; but the expression or phrase itself is not accounted 
for. Would it not seem more obvious that the apostle 
should have used the phrase 1r€pt1raT£'i11 ev <pwTt, or some­
thing like that? But we must remember how emphatically 
the writer has in eh. iii. 2 seq. laid it down that the one 
essential thing on earth as the indispensable earnest of 
eternal glory is the following of Christ; that he has, further, 
from the beginning onwards shown that the manifestation 
of Christ is the principle of our entire Christian new life 
(µ,ev€tv ev -rrj, vicji, eh. ii. 3, 6). Accordingly, throughout 
the whole process of his discussion it must have been 
natural to the apostle to lay emphasis upon fellowship with 
Christ in particular when meaning fellowship with God. 
That His self-manifestation (ev T<p ovoµaTt) as the Son of 
God (Toii vlov auTOv) and as the Saviour of the world 
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('I7Ja-ou Xpta-Tov) at the same time and especially, has 
passed into our being and inmost consciousness as a fact 
determining our life (muTelJuooµ,ev): that is the will of God 
on one side. And that this self-revelation of Christ should 
determine us in the obedience of His commandments 
( tca0w, fO(J)/CfV EVTOA~V ~µ,iv) to love the brethren ( a,ya1rwµ,ev 
aX>..~)..ou,) : that is the will of God on another side. Thus 
is explained also the aorist ma-TEuuooµ,ev : brotherly love 
presupposes faith, and this preterite form of the verb serves 
to indicate that very presupposition. And this shows that 
in looo,cev lvToA.~v, at the close of the verse, Christ is the 
subject, which is to be assumed also for other reasons, 
specially because the addition, after the already preceding 
avT'TJ ia-Tlv fJ lvToA.~ avTov, that is, 0eou, would otherwise 
be perfectly pleonastic. Moreover, brotherly love is through­
out the Epistle exhibited by preference as the command­
ment of Christ ; and, further, His person is formally 
alluded to at the close, and that with a specific emphasis 
on its two aspects, the divine and the human natures. 
Faith also is defined as a commandment, though not of 
Christ but of the Father ; and in presence of the fact that 
precisely in St. John's Gospel the awakening of such a 
faith is represented as the final goal of the entire work 
of Christ among men, we need not seek for specific passages 
that demand from man this faith. Yet these are not 
entirely wanting. First, John vi. 40 comes at once into 
consideration : TOUT, fon TO 0EA.'T}µ,a TOU 7rEµ,,fravTor; µ,e, tva 

... t I , ' t\ ,, y ' , , F .. 7ra<; 0 7TL<ITEUOOV €£', TOV UWV EX'{} 1;,00'Y}V aLWVLOV, Or lt lS 

plain that these words declare not only that in the divine 
will the believer shall have eternal life, but also that faith 
is the commanded condition of this life, and therefore 
equally and in the first instance the matter of the divine 
will. So again in John xiv. 1 : 7r£11"T€7JET€ elr; TOV 0eov tca1, 
el, lµ,e m&TelJeTe, where' faith in the Lord enters not as a 
second reg_ uirement by the side of faith in God, but is 
introduced as the way to the latter, and is really therefore 
the first requirement of all 
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VERSE 24a. 

Ka~ o TTJPWV Ta<; JvroXa,;- au-rou, f.V aUT<f µlvei, Ka£ aVTO<; . ' ~ 
EV avT<p. 

As generally throughout the Epistle, so especially in the 
passage before us, from ver. 2 2 to ver. 2 4, the apostle 
recurs again and again to the Lord's last discourses. The 
fundamental ideas are the same in both : the observance 
of the divine commands, specifically those of faith and 
brotherly love ; the answers to prayer; the abiding in God; 
and, finally, if we include ver. 24b, the mission of the Holy 
Ghost. We may compare, moreover, John xiv. 11, the 
requirement of the faith that God is in Christ, corresponding 
here to faith in Him as the Son of God ; and then as the 
result of that faith, John xiv. 14, 15, o,n av ah·17tT7JTE 
TOUTO 'Tl"Ot'l]tTW, corresponding here to eh. iii. 2 2, a ea.v 
al-rwµev -Xaµ,/3dvoµev. .And again, John xiv. 15, eav 
CL"fa7raT€ µe, T(l.<; EVTOA.a<; T(l.<; eµac; TTJP'IJtTaTe' Kai, E"f(J) epw­
Tl'JtTW TOV 1raT€pa, Ka£ &x-Xov. 1rapd«°X7JTOV OWtTEt vµ'iv, 
corresponding here to ver. 2 4, the mention of the gift of 
the Spirit in connection with the TTJpe'iv Ta.,;- evToMk And 
the µ,evew, finally, is really the fundamental idea, as of the 
last discourses of Jesus, so also of the Epistle before us. 
In John xiv. 16 the Spirit is sent tva µ,evn µ,e0' iJµwv ; in 
eh. xv. the µe.veiv f.V aµ,1re.Xrp is the centre of the whole 
parabolical discourse ; compare, in proof, ver. 4, µelvaTe f.v 
eµ,ol KU"fW EV vµ,'iv; ver. 7, eav µelVTJT€ f.V iµo';,, Kat Ta 
Mµ,aTd µov f.V vµZv µetvn, a f.aV 0eAil'}T€ alT'l]tT€tT0e K.T.A.. ; 
ver. 10, f.(J,V T(l.<;' EVTOAQS µ,ov TTJPl'JtTTJTE JJ,€V€£T€ fV TD a,ya1rn 
µ,ov. And as here, at the end of the section, the µe.vttv iv 
auT,j, Ka£ avTo<; €V iJµ'iv is made prominent, so it forms the 
conclusion of the last discourses of our Lord, the theme of 
the second part of the high-priestly prayer, that the relation 
between God and Christ, as it is expressed in the words 
l'Y?» ev tTO£ Ka£ tTV Jv ;_µot, is, as it were, to be the pattern 
of our relation to God, and to find its reflection in us. 
These simple citations testify abundantly that there and 
here the thoughts in detail and as a whole correspond. 

For the furtherance of a definite view of the spirit of the 
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passage, we have yet to decide whether the pronouns in 
ver. 24 refer to the Father or to Christ. If, as we have 
established, the last words of ver. 2 3 have Christ for their 
subject, it seems obvious that in this verse also He is the 
subject. But Christ had come into consideration in what 
precedes only as the giver of one commandment, that of 
brotherly love ; on the other hand, at the beginning of ver. 
2 3 the Father was mentioned as the proper voµo0th,,,,, and 
therefore the T'f/pc'iv Ta, evTo°'A.a, may well refer to the 
latter; and it is in favour of this that in eh. iv. 13, where 
a part of our verse is repeated almost literally, the pronouns 
decidedly must, according to the connection, point to the 
Father, while certainly the Son, on the other hand, is often 
in the second chapter the subject of the µlv<=iv, as He 
almost always is in the Gospel. In eh. xv. this is abso­
lutely the case ; comp. ver. 4, µ,dvaTE ev eµ,ot, and the 
often-repeated f',€VETE ev Tf, a,rya1rv µ,o IJ. In eh. xvii., it is 
true, it begins to be common to the Father and the Son, 
ver. 21, Zva auTOl ev r,µ,'iv rl,a-i; but afterwards, in ver. 23, 
the Son alone comes forward as the subject: ;_,yw ev auro'i, 

' ' , ' , Ka£ ITIJ EV EfJ,0£. 

Thus we have once more reached the end of a division. 
The thesis with which the apostle set out in eh. ii. 2 8 seq. 
was, that our abiding in God, or, more definitely, our son­
ship to God, must be made manifest in works in order that 
we may be capable of confidence at the day of judgment. 
Has this thesis been now actually demonstrated? It has 
been shown that the idea of the Elva, eK Tov <9EOv, as well 
as the requirements of the judgment day, must lead to most 
scrupulous and complete works of righteousness, to full and 
perfect deeds of love ; and thus that every one who would 
profess to be of God must exhibit these deeds. But the 
converse has not been established, though this is quite 
necessary, nameiy, that he who doeth these works is neces­
sarily a child of God. It might, indeed, be thought that 
there could be such a practice of righteousness without the 
divine sonship; this latter having been rightly defined as 
not a mere ethical deportment of man, but as a substantial 
change in his nature preceding and laying the foundation 
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for that deportment. If I am therefore to enjoy the full 
parrhesia at the final bar, I must have exhibited not merely 
a thus and thus well-ordered deportment, but must have 
the assurance that this deportment could be the result only 
of a divine sonship or regeneration; and thus the one must 
help the assurance of the other. And this demonstration, 
that the 'TT'otliv Ti}v O£Kato<Tvv11v is not only necessary, but 
also the certain evidence of the ryeryevllT/u0at iK Tov 0eov, it 
was the apostle's purpose to establish ; for otherwise he 
would, in eh. ii. 29, have been obliged to write 1rar; o 
7eryevv11µhor; f./C TOV Beau 7T'O£f£ Ti}V 0£KQ,LO<TVV1JV, but not 
'TT'ar; 0 7r0£WV Ti}V 0£/CU£0<TIJV1]V eE aUTOV ryeryEVV1]Ta£. It is 
plain from what has been said that the thesis of eh. ii. 
2 8 seq. has not been fully established, but only in its first 
principle ; we yet want the argument that the 1rote'iv Ti}V 

ou,ato<TVV1JV, arya,rav TOV<; &.oe)\,cpovr;, which have been seen 
in eh. iii. to be so necessary, are also a certain testimony of 
regeneration from above. The close of the section now 
ended points in a preliminary and preparatory way to this 
internal change of sentiment, of which the works give cer­
tain testimony; for, instead of expressions which describe the 
external conduct, it chooses simply those, as we have seen, 
which refer to the inner mind. That we, in the conscious­
ness of upright walking before God (1ro£e'iv Ti}v O£Ka£0<Tvv11v) 

and before the brethren (arya1rav), attain to confidence, and 
the more perfect that consciousness is to all the more 
perfect confidence, has been already shown ; but how fa,. 
and in what sense this our conduct lays the foundation of 
confidence, how far it is the absolutely sure evidence of 
fellowship with God, has yet to be shown. When the 
apostle enters upon this question, and gives us to know 
(,y£vw<T1mv) that we in this way are united with God, he 
furnishes the complement of the third chapter. The new 
section, whose theme is contained in ver. ~4b, will be, so 
far as we can now perceive, co-ordinated with the third 
chapter, but only as subordinate to the theme announced 
in eh. ii. 2 8 seq. 
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VERSE 24b. 

K 
, , , , r, , , r '"' ' '"' 

a£ ev TOVTtp "f£VW<IICOµev on µeve£ ev 'T]µtv, EiC TOU 

7rveuµ,aTo<; ov f]µ'iv low,uv. 

The contents of the new section are preliminarily deter­
mined by two points in ver. 24, the mention of the 
'!TVevµa at the close, and the rytVWU/CeTE C)T£ µeve£ EV r]µ,v. 

This latter must be compared at once with the beginning 
of the second main division, eh. ii 28, where we read, ,ca1, 

vvv Te,cv{a µeveTe lv aunj,, thus the precise converse of our 
present passage. This is of importance for the whole 
matter of the section. For we have already become per­
suaded that these two phrases are not identical, but that 
the µt.vew ev Berj> make:i prominent the human relation in 
the Christian estate, and the µt.veiv Beov lv rJµ'i,v the divine. 
Now, at the close of the second chapter it was strictly in 
keeping that we should hear the exhortation to abide in 
God, for there the apostle's aim was to show that it was 
our duty to approve our fellowship with God by works; 
therefore the question was of the human relation. But our 
new section begins with God's abiding in us, because the 
apostle is about to point to the fact that our works make 
it evident that we are born of God,-that is, that God had 
begun and was carrying on His work within us. Thus the 
very expression leads us at once to the subject which our 
study of the previous train of thought in the Epistle gave 
us reason to expect in the new section. The second element 
is the mention of the 1rvevµa. That this will be a leading 
idea in the new part is shown by this, that in ver. 13, at 
the close, namely, of the development here beginning, the 
clause is repeated : it must therefore have been reckoned 
by the writer as containing its substance. And this is all 
the more striking as the idea 1rvevµa, not failing, indeed, in 
the detailed discussion, is nevertheless only found at the 
beginning of it, and afterwards altogether retreats from view. 

Let us, in order to harmonize these facts, take a pre­
liminary glance at the sequel. It is obvious at once that 
the two main themes which we have hitherto found in each 
section of the Epistle recur here also : vers. 1-6 treat of 
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our relation to the Lord ; vers. 7-12, of our relation to the 
brethren; vers. 13-16 then give us a supplementary 
summary from one point of view, or, more strictly speaking, 
the essence of the two discussions. It is of the nature of 
such a resume that the thoughts which are summed up 
should be reduced to the briefest expression ; in it, there­
fore, we shall be able most easily to perceive the substance 
of the two preceding sections. The former is comprehended 
in this, that God has sent His Sop, and the confession of 
this divine act guarantees fellowship with God; the second 
is comprehended in this, that God is love, and he who hath 
this love must, again, have fellowship with God. Thus 
fellowship with God and consciousness of it-for our verse 
shows that the "f£"fVWUIC€tV ~Tt µev€t f.V vµ'iv is the apostle's 
point-rests upon the acknowledgment and appropriation 
of a divine act and of the divine nature of love. But 
where the acknowledgment of the divine act in the incar­
nation of Christ exists, there, as vers. 1-6 show, must the 
Holy Ghost have wrought it; similarly, where love to the 
brethren exists, there, according to vers. 7-1.2, it must have 
resulted from the love of God, and thus again have been 
produced by the same Holy Spirit. Accordingly, the 
argument of the apostle is generally this : where there is a 
true confession of the incarnate Son of God, it is the effect 
of the operation of the Holy Spirit; where love exists, it is 
the outflowing of a divine love imparted first, and conse­
quently is wrought of God : he, therefore, who is the subject 
of this confession and this love is in fellowship with 
God, and hath the Holy Ghost, who is the sole agent of all 
the operations of God in man. This, therefore, perfectly 
establishes the thesis laid down in eh. ii. 2 8 seq. According 
to eh. iii. 3, the apostle requires that our 1rot€'iv -r~v ot,cato­

uvv'T/v should spring from the example of Christ the incar­
nate (eh. iii. 5, E<pavepw0'1J), and now exalted (eh. iii. 2), Son 
of God. But where the true acknowledgment of the Son 
of God exists, it must be of the operation of the Holy Spirit 
(eh. iv. 1-6) ; if, therefore, in this confession, and urged by 
it, we practise righteousness, we have in ourselves the 
evidence that we are in God, and God in us. Similarly, 
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brotherly love shows, inasmuch as it can be only the 
expression of a divinely-wrought love (eh. iv. 7-12) if it 
demonstrates its reality by works (eh. iii. 11-18), that we 
are of God. Chapters iii. and iv. thus together contain, in 
fact, the effectual demonstration of eh. ii. 28, 2!J. Their 
relation to each other is also, as we have already seen, this : 
that eh. iii. shows the necessity of deeds, eh. iv. the security 
of the confident argument based upon them. The exposi­
tion of the details will abundantly confirm all this. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

VERSE 1. 

'A1a7T'1JT0£, µ,~ ,ravT£ 7t'V€Vµa-rt 7rtaTE6E-rE, riAAtt Oo,ciµd­

'ETE T/1, 'TT'VEvµ,aTa, El €IC TOU BEou E<rnv· in 'TT'OA.A.OL ,Y'€V00-
7rpoc/l'ryTa£ i!EA.7JA.v0a<rw Eli; TOV Koa-µ,ov. 

The first six verses of the fourth chapter give evidence 
of the conclusion that the confession of the incarnate Son 
of God is the assurance of the energy of the Holy Ghost 
within us. This demonstration is so conducted as to set 
over against the Holy Spirit, who testifies of Christ and for 
Christ, the spirit of the world and of Antichrist, which not 
only opposes this witness, but diffuses the opposite lie. 
Thus it is an argnmeut e contrario. The exhortation of the 
iirst verse is thus not the main thing to the apostle; but 
the emphasis lies on ver. 2b: 'TT'Q,V 'TT'VEvµ,a & oµ,o'XoryE~ K.T.A., 

l,c Tou BEou E<rTw. The Holy Spirit, indeed, is the sure 
token of divine son.ship, but there are many spirits ; hence 
a test is necessary, a standard must be found, to distinguish 
the divine Spirit from lying spirits. Now assuredly there 
are only two 'TT'VEvµ,aTa, that of God and that of the dark­
ness; but since each of these assumes a different character 
in individual men, there must be as great a variety of 
spirits as there is of individuals, while yet they fall into 
two classes, according as they bear the signature in them­
selves of the divine or the anti-Christian spirit. Now the 
necessity of such a testing the apostle grounds on this 
(on), that lying spirits are not only possible, but also in 
great numbers actually emerge. The ,[,-wOo7rpocpryTat are 
not here alone, but everywhere in the New Testament, 
wherever they are spoken of, connected most intimately 
with the Antichrist; and as the token of this here and 
everywhere, there is only one thing adduced, that is, the 

1 JOUN. Q 
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denial of tl1e mission of Christ. In Matt. xxiv. ancl the 
parallels the vevooxpunot are rn1med together with the 
false prophets ; the former are false Christs, and the latter 
bear testimony to them as if they were true Christs. In 
Acts xiii. 6, Bar-jesus announces himself as a false prophet, 
in that he opposes the preaching of St. Panl concerning 
Christ. In 2 Pet. ii. 2 we have the sign of false prophets, 
that they TOV aryopaaavTa avrnv, 0€<I7r0TTJV apvov11Ta£ ; and 
in the Apocalyp3e it is the false prophet who seduces men 
to the beast,-that is, to apostasy from Christ. Thus there 
is literally everywhere the connection with anti-Christianity. 

Yet it is not to be overlooked that the name false 
prophet is more comprehensive in St. John than in the 
Synoptists. For as he understands by the avTLXPtaTor; 

something more general than they understand by their 
"f€VOoxptaTor;,-that is, not only those who give themselves 
out for Christ, but all who are opposed to Him, who belong 
to the host of the arch-Antichrist,-so also the false prophets 
are in bis estimation not only those who bear testimony to 
a false Christ, but all who do not give due honour to the 
true One. Thus it comes to pass that in the Synoptists 
the false prophets are only servants and helpers of the 
Antichrist ; in St. John they appear as antichrists them­
selves. Further, it is not accidental that here v€uOo7rpo<p~Tat 

is used, and not yevoooioaa,ca"Xot. In the former word, to 
wit, prominence is given to their dependence on a higher 
spirit working in the souls of men ; but this token is 
wanting in the latter word. Since in our passage the 
question is of that very higher principle energizing in men's 
souls, the former word, and not the latter, is appropriate. 
And these prophets of the lie €lr; TOV ,coaµ,ov lg€x,,,xv0aaw. 
The words may bear two interpretations: either we may 
take the lgC!"X'TJXu0aaw here in the same sense as l~ ~µ,wv 
E~'Y}Mov in eh. ii. 19, of the origination of the false teachers 
in the bosom of the congregation, in which case ,coaµ,o, is 
the world as the enemy of the church ; or we may under­
stand the lg€"X'TJ"Xv0€vai quite generally as prodire, without 
referring the Jg to the bosom of the church, and then 
,coo-µ,or; is the world in its widest meaning, as the scene of 
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their activity. This latter is recommended, not only by 
the circumstance that the Jg riµwv of eh. ii. 19 is wanting 
here, and that without any hint that could supplement it 
in the connection, but also by some more urgent reasons. 
For the clause containing the statement that many false 
teachers had gone out from the congregation into the world, 
and given iu their adhesion to the kingdom of darkness, is 
by no means a foundation for the requirement oo,ciµ,at;ew 
,-a, 7rvevµaTa el J,c Tov 0eov fonv. Such spirits would not 
have needed to be tested; they had become manifest by 
their very severance from the church. If it was a plain 
and palpable fact, and this is presupposed by the 3n which 
assigns a reason, that they had gone out into the ungodly 
tCCJ<Tµo<;, then in this fact there could be no inducement to 
the oo,ciµat;ew, for itself was the accomplishment of the 
oo,ciµaala. Therefore we take the ,coaµ,oc; in the wider 
meaning of the scene of the activity of these liars, and the 
Jgepxea0at as their appearing. That, in fact, they had gone 
from the midst of the Christian community is not indeed 
denied, it is simply not asserted here; that it was so is to 
be assumed from the fact that the false prophets of this 
passage must be identified with the antichrists of the second 
chapter (compare especially, eh. iv. 3). If we must find 
an express allusion in the JfEpxeu0a,., we must think of 
the kingdom of darkness generally from which they sprang, 
and into which they in due time will be thrust out as being 
their io,oc; ,-o,ro,;-. 

This trying of the spirits, which the presence of the 
lying prophets thus alluded to so urgently required, must 
all Christians discharge ; for the exhortation is addressed 
to the entire community. Indeed, there was, according to 
1 Cor. xii. 10, a proper xap,aµa 'T~'i' Ota,cp{uewr; ,rvevµa'TWV, 
which was related to the charism of the prophets as the 
Jpµ17ve{a was :related to the ryXwuaatr; XaXet'v; but as every 
charism was potentially the property of every Christian, 
the apostle might well enforce, nevertheless, this testing 
duty upon all. In the very presupposition that all had 
the Holy Spirit, lay the possibility that every one might 
detect the spirit opposed. 
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VERSE 2. 
'Ev TOl)T,P ,YWWU/CETE TO 'TrVevµa Toii Beoii • 7rav 'TrVEvµa () 

oµoA.O"fE'i 'I11uoi:v XptUTOV f.V uap,cl E"ll.1JA.V0oTa, f./C TOU Beoi: 

f.(TT£. 

St. John mentions and commends the standard of judg­
ment in ver. 2 : we must take ,ywwu,ceTe in the imperative 
sense ; that elsewhere the indicative ,ywrou,coµ,w so often 
occurs, cannot affect the application of the second person 
here. These few words must be all the more carefully 
studied, because their meaning is so important: the deci­
sion concerning others, yea, the decision concerning my 
own relation to God. An aµo)..o,ye'i,v is demanded : the 
question is not here of 7r{un~, for that is an act of my 
inmost and most secret life; visible to no other, often un­
known to myself while often I am conscious of it, it cannot 
be a standard or mark for judgment upon others. It is 
something that must show itself, and be confirmed, and 
that in act (eh. iii.); but the act must be judged by its 
motive and spring, and this judgment is measured by the 
confession that I make concerning my motive. But thus 
it is not the confession of itself which is laid down as a 
standard, as if it were opposed to the fear of confession ; 
the emphasis rests upon the matter of the confession or its 
object. In general, it is made plain by a comparison of ver. 3, 
where the right reading comprehends the full contents of the 
confession in the one word 'I,,,uov~, that the question here 
is of the historical person of Jesus of Nazareth. 

But in what sense, we must again more closely ask, is 
this to be the matter of my confession ? What concerning 
it am I to confess 1 Here, first of all, the words must be 
grammatically arranged in their due order. Much depends 
on the grammatical place of the word XptuTov. Is it to 
be immediately combined with 'I,,,uovv, so that Jesus Christ 
is the definition of the person concerning whom something 
--that is, the e'"'J...,,,)..v9Evat l.v uap,c{-is to be confessed? or 
is it to stand as an attributive, so that I am to confess 
Jesus as the Christ, and that He appeared as such in the 
flesh ? In the former case, the apostle presupposes that 
Jesus is the Christ; and his requirement is only this, that 
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I avow this Jesus Christ to have become incarnate ; in the 
other case, the presupposition is that there must be a con­
fession concerning Jesus, and the requirement is that I avow 
concerning Him Messiahship and incarnation. The ques­
tion is not an irrelevant one, nor one of mere logomachy. 
If we take the former view, we suppose that the confession 
demanded was in opposition to Docetism, which acknow­
ledged Jesus as the Christ, as sent of God, as the &voo0ev 
ipxoµevov, but not as real man, who had become flesh; if 
we take the latter view, we suppose it demanded in opposi­
tion to Ebionism, which would not acknowledge Jesus as 
the incarnate Christ, but denied His higher nature. For 
it is quite certain that Xpunor; here does not define Jesus 
as the promised Messiah of the Jews, but expresses His 
higher and divine nature. It is true that the former is 
the meaning in all those passages of the Gospels where by 
Jews, or in opposition to Jews, Jesus is described as the 
Christ. But wherever 'I71uour; Xptaror; is used as a proper 
name, the former word expresses His human nature, the 
latter His divine; and in a series of places Xpturor; simply 
is interchangeable with v[oc; TOU Beov. Thus it is in John 
i. 1 7, where the words o µ,ovoryev~r; vlor; K.T."A.. define the 
meaning of the Xpturor;; thus it is in John iii. 28, for the 
subsequent words in ver. 31, o EiC TOV oupavov epxoµevor;, 
define the substance of the name. In our Epistle we must 
hold fast this significance in every passage where Xpunor; 
occurs : in eh. i 5 it is clear from the added clause that 
Jesus Christ is introduced as the Son of God; in eh. ii. 22 
the denial of Jesus as the Christ is more closely defined by 
the words of ver. 23, o apvovµwor; TOV viov; the close of the 
ninth verse of the second Epistle confirms this meaning of 
the name. And finally, as it concerns our present passage, 
it may be most absolutely proved that Christ is interchange­
able with Son of God. First, the sum of Christian doctrine 
which the apostle here lays down is identical with that 
which he utters in John i. 14, o "A.07or; uapg l.7lvero, and 
therefore the Xpturor; here corresponds to the idea of "A.o,yor; 
there. Secondly, in the resume of our section in ver. 1 J 
the apostle sums up what he here says thus, that God sent 
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His Son as Saviour into the world : thus the Xpun6c; here 
is equivalent to u[o<; TOU 01:ou there; just as similarly in ver. 
15 be demands the -confession that Jesus is the Son of God. 

After having established the full significance of the word 
Christ, let us turn back to the original question : does the 
apostle demand the confession that the Son of God, who is 
acknowledged Jesus by the supposition, became flesh and 
a true man ; or does he demand that the man Jesus be 
acknowledged as the Son of God? In other words: Is 
the divinity of Jesus the thing acknowledged, the humanity 
in its full meaning the thing doubted,--that is to say, the 
thing denied ; or is it precisely the converse of this ? 
Finally, in the grammatical terminis, does Xpiu-rov belong 
to the subject or to the predicate? In favour of the former, 
it may be urged that the combination 'I71uouc; Xptu-roc; is 
so common, that if the apostle had meant to divide them, 
he must have shown his intention by his specific arrange­
ment; and this he might easily have done by simply 
putting the 'I71uouv before the aµo)t.ory1:'iv. Not the less on 
that account must we decide for the separation of the 
Xptu-rov from the 'I71uovv. :For the recapitulation in 
ver. 14, and especially that of ver. 15, shows that the 
matter of primary importance to the apostle here was the 
recognition of Jesus as the Son of God: he sums up the 
confession introduced before to this effect, that 'I 71uour, eunv 
0 1Jlor, TOV 0EDV. Now if, as we have seen, Xpiu-ro<; here 
is equivalent with vior; -rov 0EOv there, it cannot belong to 
the subject, but must be separated as the predicate of the 
confession demanded. Thus the question which should 
serve for the Oo,ctµau{a 7rvwµa.-rwv was the old one : What 
think ye of Jesus 1 The right answer to the question was 
the common confession of the church concerning His divine­
human person as the God-man; but this introduced in such 
a way that the emphasis rests upon the divinity, while the 
humanity is here, as everywhere else in the New Testament, 
simply taken for granted or not open to any suspicion. 

In making the divinity prominent, the apostle does not 
say that Christ became flesh, but that He came into the 
flesh. Concerning His birth as the physical entrance into 
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the world, St. John neither here nor anywhere else uses 
rpxe<I0ai el, TOV /CO<Iµov and the like; it is always rather 
with him the coming as the result of a higher divine 
causality. All the three Johannaean documents agree in 
representing the coming of Jesus as essentially a coming 
from heaven. "Hv epxoµevov TO cf>w, TO a/\.170ivov is the 
announcement of the gospel, coming, that is, from the 
Father into the world; the Saviour promises to His disciples 
His own coming from the Father, to whom He returns 
as the Paraclete; the entire Apocalypse revolves around 
the val €pxov Kvpte 'I17<Iou, His final coming from heaven. 
Accordingly, it is not the intention of the apostle to aver 
here primarily that the Son of God became truly man,­
tbat follows only from the words used,-but by the epxe<I0ai 
to indicate plainly that the man Jesus was nevertheless 
the Son of God, that He came into this humanity from 
heaven, and therefore entered it as the eternal Logos. 

We are then to regard Christ in our thoughts as lv 

<Iap,d EA17Xv0oTa. The phrase expresses something different 
from El, <Iap,ca, and something more than el, Tov Ko<Iµov. 

Something different from El, <Iap,ca, for this would mean 
only that He descended into the sphere of the <Iap,, of 
humanity as infected by sin and guilt, without expressing 
in what sense He personally became <Iapg. Something 
higher than el, Tov ,co<Iµov ; for we have already seen on 
eh. ii. 16 that Ko<Iµo;; is a much more comprehensive idea 
than <Iapg : all potencies opposed to God which are found 
in the ,co<Iµo, are condensed in the <Iapg, in human nature 
sold under sin, as in a focus. ~ apg means human nature 
not in itself, nor as exclusively in its corporeal relation, 
but that hnman nature as having sin lodged in it. Sin 
does not originate indeed in the <Iwµa of man ; but all 
that man is and does makes for itself an organ in the body, 
makes indeed the body its organ. Not only does the body 
of man participate in the dissolution of the human constitu­
tion which entered as the effect of sin, sickness, suffering, 
and death itself included, but every sinful psychical impulse 
conditions or determines man's bodily nature, inasmuch as, 
in consequence of sinful impulses, the body is adapted to the 
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service of sin, and unfitted for the service of righteousness. 
Thus, while we cannot indeed say that the flesh, that is, the 
body infected with sin, is itself sin, for sin can be predicated 
only of that which is psychical or spiritual, it is neverthe­
less pervaded through and through by the results of sin. 
As nature cannot be evil, though no longer by any means 
responding to the original design of the Creator, not being 
any longer the representative and organ of pure, divine 
thoughts, so also is it with the body of man. And this 
corporeity thus perverted is the uapg in which Christ 
must appear if He would and should approve Himself tbe 
uwT~P Tou ,cou1-wv (ver. 14). He must thus be manifested 
in it as the Reconciler or Atonement, thus also as the 
Redeemer. As the former, for in taking upon Himself the 
u&pg, He bore all the consequences of sin; not even His 
body was the adequate and homogeneous organ of His spirit, 
as St. Paul declares in the averment of His au0evEia (2 Cor. 
xiii.); He tasted thoroughly the sorrow which sin has 
poured out upon the whole human estate and life. But 
by this very fact He has redeemed us from the uapE ; for 
in that He, by virtue of the power of the Spirit indwelling 
in Him, gradually overcame, blessed and glorified the uapg, 
that is, the corporeity deteriorated and bound by sin, it has 
become a uwµa Ti,<; oog77<;, or uwµ,a 7rvevµ,an,cov, that is to 
say, a body which is the absolutely perfect organ of the 
spirit; and thereby He has opened the way for us also on 
our part to undergo this process of glorification with our uapf 

Now he who confesses to this Son of God, who was 
manifested in the flesh, gives witness that he has the 7T'VEuµ,a 
-ri,i; a">..770Eiai;, for no man can call Jesus Lord but by His 
Holy Spirit; thus also, in his case, the 7T'Ot€'iv T~v oi,caw­
uvv77v is the glorifying process upon the flesh wrought 
through Christ's Spirit, and after His pattern. His works 
are therefore the full pledge of His divine sonship, which 
fact the apostle aims here to corrobora:e with force. Thus 
this section concurs with the former to make one whole. 
And the confession here demanded is not alone an uncon­
ditional token of my estate of grace; for, while it does 
indeed prove that the Holy Spirit is operating within rne, 
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it does not prove that my whole personal life is brought 
under His power; again, the testimony of works demanded 
in eh. iii. is then only efficient when it is certain that these 
works have the right principle as their source, that is, the 
Holy Ghost. Both these elements taken together, however, 
establish an unassailable security. 

VERSE 3. 

Kal 'TrO.V 'TrVEvµ,a & µ,h oµ,oAO"fEI, TOV 'l'T}<FOl!V Xpunov {,, 

qap,c't, EA'rjAv0oTa, €IC TOV eeov OU/C €<FT£° ,cal TOVTb €<FT£ TO TOV 
, • I ,I,.. J / r/ ,1 \ ,.. 1 ""' I 

aVT£'X,PL<FTOV, 0 a1C7JICOaTE on epxeTa£, /Ca£ VVV EV T<f' KO<FJJ,<fJ 

€<FTtV 7]07J. 

Over against this true 7n/evµ,a the apostle now introduces 
the false one : to the Spirit of Christ is opposed that of anti­
christ. But we have first to establish the genuine reading. 
It is generally admitted that the object denied is defined 
as simply Tov '17J<Fovv, and that the Xpt<F-rov Jv <Fap,cl 

EA7JAv0oTa of the Textus receptus is an addition. If, now, 
the right reading is ,rav 'TrVEVJJ-a & µ,h OJJ-OAO"f€1, TOV 

'l7Juovv, this must be so explained as to show that the 
apostle connects with the name Jesus the whole matter 
that he had announced in the previous verse. And, in 
fact, a confession of Jesus is impossible without the full 
substance of that: if I do not hold Him to be the Son of 
God, I may speak of Him and know, but I have then 
nothing to confess. To confess to a MAN is a thing without 
meaning: it is nothing. But it is to me doubtful whether 
the reading given above is the genuine one. The old 
reading, 1rav 1rveuµ,a & Au€£ Tov 'l 7Ju0Dv, appears to me to 
have more value than is mostly conceded to it. That it 
was quoted by Socrates as an ancient one is indeed un­
questionable. The words referred to are these: [Nestorius] 
~"fVO'TJUEV OT£ €1/ TTJ ,ca0oAtKf, 'lwavvov €"fE"/pa7rTO €V TO£<; 

'TraAatoi:<; CLVTt"fpd!fJot<;, 3n 'TrUV 'TrVEvµ,a & AVE£ TOV 'ITJ<TOVV 

CL'TrO TOV E>eov OUK €<TT£V. TallT'TJV "fO.P Thv oufvotav €IC TWV 

'TraAatwv CLVTt"fpd!fJwv 7rfP££/,AOV oi xwpfsnv ll'TrO TOV T~<; 

' ' ' 0 ' r., ..,. ' ' 0 ' ..,. (H' Ol/COVOP,la<; av pw,rov ,-,OVI\.Oµ,EV0£ T'TJV €0T7JTa "· T.I\.. ist. 
Bceles. vii. 32). Diisterdieck supposes that it does not follow 
from these words that the verse so ran, as Nestorius quoted 
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them; he thinks that the phrase 7reptEiA.oV -rhv OlaVOLaV 

snows rather that he was only giving the sense of the text. 
But in this he is wrong. We cannot see what end the 
mention of the 7ra"'i+..aia av-rtrypa<f,a would serve if there was 
not in them something different from what the Nestorians 
read in these texts. If the heretics only by exegetical 
manipulation made the 1neaning of the passage favourable 
to their views, nothing was to be gained by a reference to 
the old manuscripts, and the word oufvoia thus receives its 
rights. While the heretics changed the words, they did 
also in the judgnient of Socrates change the sense of them. 
It cannot therefore be denied that we have the testimony 
of Socrates that & A.VE£ was the original reading. :For the 
rest, indeed, the words are not to be pressed ; in spite of 
the repeated Ta 7raA.ata av-rtrypa<f,a, we may not believe 
that all the manuscripts were collated by Socrates and 
found to give evidence of his reading. Further, it is 
to be observed that in the time of this Father even the 
manuscript AvEt was no longer common, since, opposing 
N estorius, he in a certain sense introduces the old reading 
as a novelty : ~ryvo7Ja-Ev. In itself, therefore, the testimony 
of Socrates to a reading no longer found in any manuscript 
would have no great weight; but we have other witnesses. 
Among these we reckon Tcrtullian first. It is true that 
his citation in De carne Christi, eh. xxiv. (" certe qui negat 
Christum in came venisse, hie antichristus est"), seems on 
the first glance to support the Textus receptus. But it is 
so only in appearance; for we have not here an exact 
quotation of our verse, but a blending of it with part of 
the preceding ; the idea of the in carne venire was the 
chief thing with Tertullian, and must therefore be made 
prominent whether his copy read µ,~ oµ,oA.oryEi or A.vEl. 

This passage, therefore, is decisive on neither side. But it 
is otherwise with the citation, adv. ]fm·cion. v. 1 G. Ter­
tullian agitates the question as to whom St. Paul meant in 
2 Thess. ii. 3, 4, and answers: " secundum nos quidem anti­
christns ... ut docet J oannes apostolus, qui jam antichristos 
dicit processisse in mundum praecursores antichristi spiritus, 
negantes Christum in carne venisse et solventes J esum, 



CHAP. IV. 3. 251 

scilicet in Deo creatore." In these words he gives an 
extract from the first three verses of our chapter : the 
processisse in mundum refers to the first verse ; the in carne 
'Venisse to the second ; the solventes to the third. As the 
second verse specifies as a sign of the reception of tlrn 
Holy Ghost, the oµoXo,ye'iv , l'l]IJOUV Xpt/JTOV EV IJapK~ 

EA.'rJXv06-ra, he simply inverts this ; the Antichrist denies 
that fact and confession. So, too, the change of Christ in 
the second, of Jesus in the third member, points to the 
fact that the former was to be the second, and the latter 
the third verse. Tertullian, therefore, had not, as some 
suppose, the true readings of the third verse before his 
eyes; but only the one, & Xvei, and what precedes was 
derived from the second verse. Nor is the solventes Jesurn 
to be regarded as a gloss or addition of Tertullian, for the 
construction of the sentence, dicit processisse negantes et 
solventes, manifestly indicates that the latter words also 
belong to his citation:. it is only in the following scihcet 
that the gloss of the expositor enters. If we add to all 
this the quotation from adv. Psych. i., " quod J esum Christum 
solvant," and further, that Irenaeus, somewhat earlier than 
Tertullian, has the same reading (aclv. Haer. iii. 18), we 
shall find it impossible to doubt the existence of this 
reading. It will hardly be thought necessary to go further, 
and examine the testimonies of Leo and Augustine, the 
latter of w horn does not certainly unite the two readings, 
as is thought, when he says, solvit Jesum et nr.gat in carne 
venisse: rather does he mark the meaning of the obscure 
and difficult solvere by adding the clause derived from the 
previous verse, which alone makes it intelligible. If in 
this citation of Augustine the solvere did not rest upon a 
reading in the text, but was inserted merely as an inter­
pretation, it would have been more appropriately inserted, 
not before the negare, but after it. Against the genuine­
ness of this reading as the original one-its early existence 
cannot be contended against after what has been said­
we have the fact of that earliest citation of our Epistle and 
of this passage of it in Polycarp, Phil. 7 : 7ros 3i i:h µiJ 
0µ0Xo,y5 , l 'l]IJOVV Xpt/JTOV iv IJapKl EA.'l}A.V0evat av-rtxptlJTGi 
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iuTw. When we weigh this narrowly, however, we find 
that even t11is citation says nothing against the existence 
of the & ;\vei: were it not so, it would be of great signi­
ficance against the reading, for Polycarp certainly was older 
than the 7ra)t.aia. avTt,ypa</Ja of Socrates. "\Ve have, in fact, 
here no actual literal citation, but a paraphrastic inter­
pretation of the passage : there is hardly a word of the 
third verse which is distinctly reproduced in the passage 
of Polycarp. The reason was the same which actuated 
Augustine and the others : the expression Xveiv Tov 'I 71uovv 
was found too difficult to make a clear sense as standing 
alone. To me, therefore, it seems highly probable that 
in fact the reading in dispute was in the original text, and 
that it was very early lost. But bow ? that question 
cannot well l;>e answered of course: probably through the 
intrusion of an explanatory gloss. Certainly the Oriental 
manuscripts must at the time of the N estorian controversies 
have contained the text of the Catholic manuscripts on the 
whole as we read them now; for otherwise they would 
assuredly not have forgotten to cast their falsification of 
the Scripture in the teeth of the heretics. Moreover, 
internal reasons strongly recommend the reading & Xvei 
TOV 'l 71uovv. The phrase µ~ oµo;\o,ye, TOV 'l 71uovv seems 
always to my feeling something harsh; one involun­
tarily expects an attributive definition of the object to be 
confessed. On the other hand, Xuew Tov 'l71uovv is an 
expression which, after the preceding verse, is as intelligible 
as it is pregnant: it signifies to rend asunder those two 
sides of the person of Jesus as they had been united in the 
phrase XpiuTov eA71Xv0c>Ta Jv uap,d, which referred pre­
eminently, as we find in the explanation of ver. 2, to the 
denial of the divinity of Christ. Lastly, it is more in 
harmony with St. John's manner not to make the two 
points in an antithesis simply contradictory of each other : 
he would scarcely write oµo)l.o,ye,v and µ,~ oµo:X.o,ye'iv, but 
place in the second member something positive. 

The second half of the verse now declares that such a 
denial of the incarnation is not only a token that one is 
not of God, but a stamp also of positive anti-Christianity. 
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As it respects the meaning, it is comparatively matter of 
indifference whether with each of the neuters, TovTo and 
TO TOV aVTtxp{,nov, the 7T"V€Vµa is supplied ; or whether 
we regard TO µ~ oµo'A.orye'iv (Xv€tv) as the contents of TOVTO, 

and translate To Tov avnxpi<TTov as the nature or charac­
teristic of the Antichrist. Both are grammatically possible, 
though the former seems on the whole the more obvious. 
The Antichrist, concerning whom ye have heard that he 
will appear as the highest and most fearful error, and as the 
most bitter enemy of Jesus, has manifested himself in this 
denying of the divine-human nature of Jesus. He who was 
to come is already in the world : in the future he will be 
the final, perfected, and personal exhibition of the principle ; 
now he is present in the first beginnings of the principle. 

VERSES 4-6. 

tTµeis £,c ToV 0€oV EaTe, TEKvLa, ,cal vevuc~,caTE aVToVr;• 
OT£ JJ,€t,(JJV €<TTt,V o €V vµ,v, ~ o iv T<p K.o<Tµrp. AuTOL €K. TOV 

1Co<Tµov d<Tl· Ota. TOVTO €IC Tov ICo<Tµov 'A.a)l.ov<Tt, 1Cal o 1Co<Tµo~ 

aVT&Jv &.Kotlci. 'l]µeis €,c -roV 0€otl iuµev· 0 rytvWu,cruv T0v 
Beov, aK.OV€£ ~µ,wv- &~ OUK. €<TT£V €IC TOV Beov, OUIC IZICOUE£ 

~µWv. ,E,c To6rav rytvWa,coµev TD ,rveVµa Tfj', &A,rq0ELa.; ,cal, 
TO 7rvevµ,a T~~ 7rA.aV1J~. 

The opposite principles which animate Christians and the 
antichrists have their reflection also in the relation of both 
to the world : the antichrists are in full friendship with it ; 
o ,co<Tµ,o~ avTwv a1Covet; Christians are at enmity with it, 
and that a victorious enmity. From the principle the 
apostle passes to the effects of it ; and thus connects and 
combines his discussion of the 7rvevµa as operating in the 
Christian with that upon his practical life as given in the 
third chapter. For, vu,av Tov 1Co:Tµ,ov and 7rote'iv T~v 

ot1Cato<TVV1JV are interchangeable ideas. Already in the 
second chapter the arya7raV TOV ICO<TJJ,OV is placed in 
opposition to the 7rept7raTe'iv iv T'{) <p<,JT{; in the third it 
was exhibited as the work of Christ, as His 7rote'iv T~v 

oucato<TVV1JV, that He vanquished the devil: then the deeds 
of His members will consist in this, that, as their Head 
overcame the head, so they, the members, shall overcome 
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the members of the kingdom of darkness ; that is to say, 
vanquish the ,corrµ,o<;. There is here below no mere positive 
construction, no mere negative destruction: all doing of good 
is at once building up and pulling down. For this correlative 
arrangement of the VtKav TOV ,corrµ,ov and 71'0l€tV Thv OtKato­

<TUVf/V, we may compare, in particular, eh. v. 3, 4, where the 
€VTOA.a<; 0rnv Tf/P€£V and TOV KOU'f.J,OV vudiv are equivalent 
terms and ideas. 

What our section contains as to the trying of the spirits, 
and the relation between the Christian and the anti-Christian 
spirit, is accordingly only the means used by the apostle to 
bring out his subject, not the absolute end he has in view: 
his sole end is the sign that the Holy Ghost is the energy 
and spring of all holy action. That the testing the spirits 
is only the means in his exposition appears at once from 
the beginning of the fourth verse. For there it is declared 
as a fact, the reality of which is simply presupposed, that 
the readers have the Holy Ghost and are therefore of God: 
this is the main proposition of the apostle, to which all the 
rest leads up. But this, of course, implies at the same 
time that the victory over the anticltrists is achieved. 
That victory is accomplished (perfect); for, in that the 
church has turned away from all error, and witnessed the 
good confession laid down in the preceding words, it has 
already been successful in the conflict and overcome the 
anti-Christianity: yet not indeed in. its own power, but 
through the power of the Holy Ghost ruling in it. The 
carrying back of all human activity for good to a divine 
influence is quite characteristic of this section. 'O Jv TJµ,'iv 

is the God who hath given us His Spirit, and thereby be­
gotten us of Himself. 'O Jv T<fl ,coa-µ,q, is he who elsewhere 
is called the li,pxwv TOV ICOU'f.J,OV TOUTOV (John xii. 31). The 
prince of the world has his work in the false prophets, for 
-thus it is in ver. 5-these belong to the world, to the 
kingdom of darkness pervaded and governed by sinful 
powers; and therefore the world acknowledges them as 
flesh of its flesh, and hears them. 'E,c Tov ,coa-µ,ov 

/\.aXova-t : that is, all thtir words are moulded and ordered 
by the spirit ruling in the world, and therefore have a 
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well-known and familiar sound to the chihlren of the world. 
Compare John xv. 19 : el EK TOU ,couµov 'IJT€, o Kduµo,; &v 

To ,o,ov JcptXet. It is obvious that the converse must also 
be true (ver. 6): we who are of God must be understood 
by him who himself knows the divine. The pronouns 
refer, according to the connection, not to the apostles alone, 
but the whole Christian fellowship; for they cannot 
possibly have another subject than the rywwuKoµ,ev in 
the second half of the verse, and that this refers to all 
Christians is perfectly obvious. The oµoXoryeZv of ver. 2 
indeed referred not to any individual, but to all who would 
belong to the Christian community : they all witness the 
same confession, and they all understand that confession 
when it is borne by others. Each is at once the speaker 
and hearer of tlu confession. 

The second period brings in the end of the discussion. 
By this we may know the Spirit of the truth and the spirit 
of error. But w bat is meant by the f.K Tou,-ov ? Is it the 
substance of the entire six verses ; or only the last, the 
aKovetv on the part of the world or of the children of God ? 

Certainly the former, and pre-eminently the confession of 
the incarnate Son; for the last three verses have, in fact, 
only laid down the effect which such a confession pro­
duces : enmity of the world, friendship of the children of 
God, in other words, incorporation into the whole organism 
of the divine kingdom. 

VERSE 7. 
'Arya7T'1)TOl, a7a7rwµev UA.A1)AOV<;' 3Tt -fJ arya1r1J ff( TOU 

Beou fUTt, Kal 7T'OS O a7a1rwv, f./( TOU Beov "fE1EVV1]Tat, Kal. 

7tvwUKEt 70V Be6v. 
Hitherto St. John bas exhibited the confession of the 

Son of God manifested in the flesh as the principle of the 
divine life in man : the foundation he lays, therefore, is not 
anything that is in us, but something that God has done 
for us. Similarly, he places-this is the meaning of the 
paragraph from ver. 7 to ver. 12-the ground of. our love 
to the brethren not in ourselves; he makes it only the 
reflection of the divine love to us, therefore the result 
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again of what has been wrought for and upon us. Thus, 
when he begins with the hortatory arya-rrwµev an~Aov~, 

we are to regard this only as the introductory form, the 
sentence of transition ; the essence of the section is not an 
exhortation, but, so to speak, a physiology of love. We 
ought to love, for ~ a7a7T'1'J £1' Tov 8eou i,ni : it has its 
home, its primal dwelling-place, in God; thus where there is 
love, there is somewhat that must have come from Him. 
Hence, therefore, he who loveth is born of God, and he is 
a partaker of the divine nature ; to him God hath revealed 
Himself, and he on his part knoweth God. I'ryEvviJu0ai £1' 

TOU 8Eou and ,Y£VWU1'€tV TOV 8eov are related as principle 
to result, as gift and appropriation of the gift. We haYe 
here once more the same fundamental principle which in 
eh. iii. 2 is so clearly prominent, that all knowing pre­
supposes a spiritual likeness to the person known ; and 
that knowledge of the divine rests upon a possession of the 
divine. If, accordingly, the knowledge of God is a result 
of divine regeneration, and this again is discernible by the 
evidence of love, it follows that the absence of this token 
allows the conclusion to be drawn, that there is a lack of 
the know ledge of God. 

But here it is also shown clearly tliat to the apostle the 
rywwu1'E£V is something very different from a thinking based 
upon merely logical categories. It is indeed perfectly 
possible that a man may understand all the teaching of 
Scripture concerning God, and receive it into his mental 
being, without having any real love. But such a fact 
as that does not contradict the apostle's assertion. For he 
who knows all plants by their scientific names, classes, and 
orders, but has never seen any of them, must be held to be 
far from knowing the plants. In like manner, he who 
professes to know God ,vithout love has no spiritual per­
ception, no experience of Him ; because his ideas are only 
constituent elements out of whieh he seeks to produce a 
living unity. He therefore proves that his idea of God is 
a false one, since God is not a substance compounded of 
marks and attributes. Only from experience, that is, from 
devotion, can there spring any ryivwuKELv Tov 8Eov; since 
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love, which is here represented as the token of a divine 
birth, is supposed to be the pure copy or mere effluence of 
the divine love, we, of course, must not limit it to the love of 
the brethren, but must understand it in its widest meaning. 

VERSE 8. 

·o µi} a'Ya'TT'WV, OVIC ryvw 'TOV Beov, 3n o Bea<; a,'Yd,7T''1] 
, I 

ECTTiV, 

As if it was impossible for the apostle with too much 
formality to draw out a contrast, he employs here also 
another antithesis which ver. 8 presents to ver. 7, in order 
to add an impressive enlargement to the thought. Before, 
he had taught that ;, ~a'TT''TJ l" Beov ECTTW; now, he teaches 
that o 0eoi; ~a'TT''TJ la--rtv. But what does this import? Love 
is primarily under all circumstances a reciprocal idea, or idea 
of relation: it necessarily requires a loving subject and an 
object loved. Even in self-love this maintains its truth; 
for that can exist only where the subject is conscious of 
itself as an object, and has differenced a self from the self. 
In love the subject goes out of itself; and this takes place 
more particularly in that it opens itself towards another, 
and communicates itself. Moreover, it lies in the nature of 
love that what it imparts is something good ; is, in fact, a 
good: communication of what is evil as such is the opposite 
of love ; it can only take place at all under the supposition 
that I regard the evil erroneously as something good. To 
wish to communicate what is known to be evil is Satanic, 
and therefore the precise opposite of loving. Accordingly, 
there are in the idea of love two things : one, the pre­
supposition that I have a good, or, more particularly,. since 
good if ethically considered cannot be an accident, that I 
am good ; another, that I refer this good not to myself, but 
to another, or am conscious of the tendency to impart it. 
If, now, it is said that God not only has love, but is love, 
that means His being altogether and only love, love and 
nothing but love ; and in that again appears the second 
thing, that He not only has good in itself, but that He is 
altogether good, has all perfection, and absolutely refers 
nothing to Himself, but all to others. 

1 JOHN, B 
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By means of this it is possible to determine the rela­
tion which exists between the definition of the divine 
nature given here and that of eh. i. 5, God is light. That 
given in our passage presupposes, as we have seen,. that 
goodness is the essential quality of God which in virtue 
of His lvya7r7J dvai He communicates. This essential 
quality is in eh. i. 5 described by the term <fiwi,. We 
found cpwi, to be the compendium of all His perfections, 
the 'TT'A~pwµa of His nature ; it is, in fact, the definition of 
the metaphysical essence of God, as ,i,ya7r7J is of that of 
His ethical nature ; the former is the immanent side of the 
divine essence, the latter the transitive which presupposes 
the former; and the two together express nothing but 
this, that God at no moment and in no measure ever has, 
or ever can, or ever does refer the perfect fulness of His 
being to Himself. The unfathomable and inconceivable 
fulness of life which is named as cpwi, is from eternity to 
eternity existent under only the modality of love. Against 
the unlimited force of the 0eoi, a,ya7r7J is dashed to pieces 
every notion which represents God as in any way or at any 
time living a life turned toward self or folded within self. 

If we take the two definitions 0eoi, cpw,; and 0eoi, a,y&7r7J 
together, we reach the result that no action of God is con­
ceivable which has not for its aim the demonstration of 
love; and that there is no evidence of love which has not 
for its substance the communication of the divine nature 
of light, of the divine oofa. If this self-communication of 
perfect love is conceived as in a literally absolute sense 
consummate, as a ray of light passing unbroken from one 
point to another, then we have the eternal a7rav,yao-µa Kal 

xapaKT~p '1'1}', oofiji, 7'01) 0eov, the Son. If it is conceived 
as dispersing itself in all possible gradations of colour, 
which in their combination and sum, however, are again 
like the colourless indifference of pure light, without image, 
-consummate in time and space,-then we have the 
world, or, as it is called in its final reference to God, the 
divine kingdom. Thus it is plain how not only Christ, 
but the EICICA'TJ<Tta, that is, the church, the perfected king­
dom of God, with its body, the earthly creation, may be 
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called the 7rX1)p(J)µ,a of God. If, then, light and love are 
as inseparably the nature divine as form and matter make 
up any material thing, then it follows that every one who 
is born of God must be a partaker of this light and of 
this love. But as, according to ver. 7, the birth from God 
is the presupposition of the "(tvwu"eiv auT6v, the conclusion 
reached in our eighth verse is perfectly clear, that he who 
loves not cannot know God,-that is, because he is not 
born of Him. 

VERSE 9. 

'Ev TOUT!p lcpavepw0,,, iJ CL"(a'Tr'T/ TOV 0eov €V iJµiv, 3n TOV 
viov aUTOV TOV µ0110"(l'VTJ a7rEUTaA.IC€11 o 01:0<; el,; TOV ,c6uµo11, 
t'va t;11u(J)µev ot' auTOV. 

That love, which God is in His inmost essence, has now 
become manifest, and that through the mission of His Son. 
But the proposition is not here laid down in this wide 
generality. Certainly it is true that herein the love of 
God has been demonstrated in its broadest comprehensive­
ness (comp. John iii. 16, oiJT(J)<; ~rya'Tr'TJUEV o Bea~ IC.T.X.), so 
that it might have been said that iJ arya'Tr'TJ, this very per­
fect love itself, was first manifested in the Son; but when 
we mark that the conclusion is, t'va t;1)U<,JJJ,l'V ot' auTOV, and 
that it runs in the beginning Ecf,a11epw0,,, iJ arya'TT''T/ €11 71µ,iv, 
we feel that both these circumscribe the comprehensiveness 
of the statement above : it is not that all the love of God 
generally was manifested in the sending of His Son; but 
the apostle would say that His love towards ~,s was in this 
way approved. In order to obtain a more distinct idea, we 
must determine whether £11 iJµ'iv belongs to a1ya'TT''YJ or to 
Ecf,avepw0'YJ, and bow it is more particularly to be under­
stood. The former might require the article before £11 iJµ'iv; 
but that is not an absolute argument against it, for, though 
we find no instance in our apostle, yet we have one in Uol. 
i. 4 of its absence in a similar or parallel case, iJ arya'TT''TJ 
uµw11 Ell XptUT<f 'l'YJUOV. But since this construction must 
nuder any circumstances be harsher than the reference to 
Ecf,avepw0'Y/, we must needs prefer this latter. 

But, this granted, even then the ev 71µ,iv may be variously 
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understood. The most obvious interpretation would be 
that of " among us ;" but this is opposed by the form of 
the resumed thought in ver. 16, where it is T/ a;ya1rr11 -fiv 
lxei a 0eo<; €V T}µ'iv. If this were to be translated " among 
us," the whole phrase might easily be reduced to mean the 
love which God finds existing among us, that is, our love to 
Him. But this is rendered impossible by the preceding 
7TE'TT'Unev,caµev; for my love to God can be no object of 
faith to me. Therefore it must be that TJ al'/U'TT'1J -fiv lxei o 
0eo<;, ver. 16, defines the love which God bas or feels; and 
Jv can by no means be translated " among." But then, as 
lv T}µ'iv in ver. 16 and in ver. 9 stand or fall together, we 
cannot admit the interpretation "among " in our present 
verse also. It may be added that throughout the entire 
context ev never occurs in any other than its proper mean­
ing of " in." What this apostle meant to express by the 
phrase e<f,avep6.J(J17 71 a;ya'TT'1J iv T}µ'iv may be best illustrated 
by comparing a similar Pauline passage. The <f,avepovu0ai 
Jv f/µ,'iv, that is, must be understood precisely in the same 
sense as St. Paul's a7TO/CaA.V'11"mV €V eµ,ot, Gal. i 16. This 
is something different from the simple a7ro,ca"'A.v'TT'T€tv µoi. 
St. Paul would make it emphatic that not only Jesus Christ 
had been revealed to him, and that he himself had been the 
receiver of the revelation, but that the revealed Christ had 
become an element of his own being and life. The expres­
sion presupposes a change which had passed within the 
apostle's own nature, a renewal of his being; without this 
we can form no conception of an a7ro,ca'X.v7rTetv 'I 17uovv ev 
aimj,. And here also the e<f,avepw817 TJ a"fa'TT'1] TOV eeov €V 
T}µ'iv implies much more than if the ending of it had been 
T}µ'iv simply. It means to say that not only had the love 
of God become known to us through the mission of His 
Son, but that in virtue of that mission it had fixed a per­
manent dwelling-place in us. The matter is so simple, 
both in phrase and meaning, that we could hardly wish it 
more so : if I say o XpiuTo<; e<f,avepw017 fV T'{J ,couµrp, I 
define the world as His dwelling; if I say e<f,avepw011 iv 
T}µ'iv, we ourselves then become His dwelling. Similarly, 
when it is said that TJ Qf'/0,7T'1] 'T'OV eeou i<f,avepw011 fV rJp,'iv, 
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we ourselves are the sphere in which the love of God has 
pitched its visible tent. The love of God, of which the 
verse preceding spoke, has become manifest, has been clearly 
made known to us ; and that---for here is the second point 
connected with the former-in such a manner that it has 
made for itself a dwelling-place in us. 

The correctness of this interpretation must be confirmed 
abundantly when it is shown how in that mission of the 
Son here spoken of this dwelling of love in us or that 
irf,avepc!J011 iv ~µZv is verified. Let us look more closely at 
the declaration of the apostle. The revelation of the divine 
love of which St. John speaks did not consist in the fact 
that the Son was manifested, that He as a1ra6,yauµa -rou 
1ra-rpar;, in whom we see the Father, has through His life of 
love also made known the Father's love; nor will St. John 
make it emphatic, that the mission of the Son, or more 
strictly the Son sent, shows us in His person the divine 
love : that love is manifested in the mission of the Son. 
The former thought is true, indeed, but is not here im­
pressed. That God sends T6V viov au-rou, Him in whom 
He beholds Himself, who poosesses the whole fulness of 
His own divine essence, yea, -rov viov -rov µovo'Yell'Y/, Him 
who alone has this place in deity,-sent Him, a1reu7a)..,cw, 
so that He has not that Son for Himself, for Himself loves 
Him not nor will enjoy Him, but sent Him to enter into 
the living agitation, the sinfiil agitation, of the human 
world, eir; Tov tcauµ,ov, tha.t human world which deserved 
not love but wrath,-this is the act of love which has 
brought the divine nature of love in God to full develop­
ment, in which it irf,avep~01J. 

And now for the iv ~µ,'iv. All other acts of God in 
history and nature manifest also His love, though not in 
the same degree as this ; but when we discern in these the 
tokens of love, our knowledge is, so to speak, at second 
hand : of all this we might say only ~ a'Ya1r11 Tau 0eofi 
qiavEpoii-rai iv -rrj, ,couµrp ~µ'iv. But it is otherwise in the 
mission of the Son. This had for its purpose and result, 
rva l;~uroµev oi' auTOt'.i,-that is, we ourselves are to be trans­
formed by it, the divine life is to be implanted in us, and 
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thus most assnredly the love of God is to be manifested in 
us because we are to be ourselves drawn into the fulness oi 
this divine nature of love. In this, as we have seen, con­
sisted the love of God generally, that He refers not His 
whole being to Himself, but to others, and in such a manner 
that He communicates it to others ; He not only works 
with its energy for the world, but commits it into our own 
very being. And under both aspects His nature of love 
has been most perfectly revealed in the mission of His Son: 
by it He has surrendered the whole fulness of His divine 
nature, all that He has ; and so surrendered it that He 
communicates it to us as a free gift; it is not merely a 
power working for us and in us, but the power energizing 
within us has become part of our own personality. Only 
when the Christ for us is really the Christ in us, do we 
exhaust the meaning of the word 0co~ J,,ya1rTJ. 

VERSE 10. 

'Ev TOVTlp EUTtl/ ~ U/'fCL7r7J, oux 3n ~µ,ew 'TJ"fa7r1uaµ,ev TOV 
0coll, a;\).,' 3n aUTO~ 'TJ"fll7r1JU€11 ~µ,a,, Kat, a7r€UTHAf TOV VLOII 
auTOU i)..auµ,011 1rep1, TWII aµ,apnwv ~µ,wv. 

The love of God has become in the mission of His Son 
a power of love working in us,-that is, it infers the 
thought that in this way only can we ourselves love in the 
manner and after the standard of the JvToA.~ 1eat1117 ( comp. 
eh. ii. 8) : this is the idea of the ninth verse, which the 
tenth more fully expands. It begins with Ell TOVTlp E<rTlv 

7J CLryll7rTJ. This cannot mean the love of God, for an aVToV 

would in that case hardly have been left out; rather the 
subject of the loving must be derived from the following 
clause with on. That, however, contains two of them, ~µ,eZ-. 
and 0c6~, and thus we must take the a1a1r7J quite generally, 
as it might be plainly expressed in the infinitive expression 
" loving." The topic is the nature of love generally, all 
love which may be found in God or man: neither the love 
of God to us alone, nor our love to God alone. The Ell 

Tovrcp EUTlV suggests an unfolding of the nature of love ; 
" it consists in this, that ; ,, the 3Tt 'T}"fa1r1uaµ,ev, 3n a1reu­

THA.EII point through the very tense up to the causality of 
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love, the principle of its origination. The two, however, 
are in fact inseparably united. This let us try to make 
clear by an example. Concerning the publicans, whom 
the Lord in Matt. v. 46 introduces, the very converse of 
the proposition before us might have been said, fV TovT~" 

fO"TlV .;, ll"f(J,7r'f/ TWV T€Xwvwv, ovx 3n fJ',€ ~"flL7T"'f/<TaV aXX' 
3n f"/W avToVr; ~"fCL7T"'f/ua. The ground of their love to me 
lies not in them, but in me ; if I cease to love them, they 
cease to love me ; thus their love to me is essentially no 
other than my love to them. Therefore, as the publican's 
love to me consists of or may be resolved into my love to 
him, the apostle says here that all loving on earth and in 
heaven has its originating cause and consists (thus are the 
two forms of the proposition to be united) in God's loving. 
All human loving is a flame from the divine Flame, having 
in itself no independent existence : " I love " means no 
other than that the divine love has become in me an over­
mastering and all-pervading power of life. Accordingly, it 
is not the apostle's design here to make prominent the 
priority of the divine love, to exhibit it as causa su.i, as we 
find it in Rom. v. 8. Had that been his intention, to show 
that love in us has been enkindled by an anticipation on 
the part of God, he would have used the perfect instead of 
the aorist, in order to express the finished action and ex­
pression of it. But the explanation we have given is in 
precise harmony with the aorist. The historical fact of the 
mission of the Son is love : it is the demonstration and 
substance of divine love, and it is the germ and ground and 
substance of our love. If we introduce the priority of 
the divine love, that it is the divine manner of love to 
take precedence and anticipate, and that we must follow 
and copy it, we derange the whole thought of the apostle. 
The 7rpwTor;, which the Vulgate interpolates here, and which 
actually occurs in eh. iv. 19, would on such a supposition 
not have been wanting. To repeat what we have said: the 
apostle does not say that God loves first, and we then in 
the second order ; true as that is, he says something more 
comprehensive and much higher, including the former, to 
wit, that the divine love dwells in us. And this must regu-
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late our view of the standard aimed at in the last words of 
the clause, a7rEUTfLAf TOIi vlov avTOV lXau µ,ov 7rEp t TWII 

aµapnwv. They do not, like similar words in Rom. v. 8, 
,,, ,, ' ... ,, ',.. X , ' '0 ' ' on fTt aµapTWAW11 OIITWII 'T}fLWII ptUT0<; a7rE aVEII v1r1:p 

~µ,wv, indicate the anticipating love of God ; but they point 
to the means by which God has made us capable of being 
the recipients and representatives of His love. They are 
altogether parallel, therefore, with the concluding words of 
the previous verse, tva t~uwµev ot' avTov, and lay down 
only the negative condition for the positive awakening of a 
new life. 

VERSE 11. 

, Arya7r'T}TOl, el OUTW<; 0 01:or; ~"/ll'Tr'T}UEII ~µas, /Cat ~P,f/8 
• A. ,..,. ......... ,-,. ' " 
O't'€L/\,OµEII a"-"-'TJ"-OV<; arya7rf!V. 

From ver. 8 till now the apostle has been exhibiting how 
the love to the brethren, which he enforces, comes to reality 
in us; purely on the ground of a divine operation. God is 
love, and has through the central act of the mission of His 
Son established this His love as an efficient power in us. 
Now in ver. 11 comes forward the application : the exhor­
tation to suffer the germ thus deposited in us to come to its 
full development. The words as they run show in the 
most beautiful manner the accuracy of the above explana­
tion of the previous verses. For, if the current exposition 
were true, according to which the anticipating love of God 
is argument to us that we all should love our brethren in 
the same anticipating manner, the conclusion of the pro­
position ought to have the ouTwr; of its beginning repeated ; 
for then the apostle would not be commending brotherly 
love in general, but a definite kind of brotherly love 
( oUTwr; ). But the apostle has not inserted this, and we 
must seek another explanation. The emphasis lies upon 
the ocpE£Xoµev : it is explained that, in virtue of the mission 
of the Son of God, love Jv ~µ'iv is manifested, that is, is 
implanted in us as an energizing power. Let then your 
light shine, trade with the pound given, is the apostle's 
exhortation. This trading with the pound, the evidencing 
of brotherly love, is yom· most solemn duty : every gift, 
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like that of the infusion of divine love, makes us responsible 
for its use. And now the interpretation of the ofhw,; in 
the beginning suggests itself at once : it is our duty if God 
has so loved us : how ? in that He hath revealed His love 
EV ~µiv, implanted the germ of it in our hearts. The 
aryaTr1J-rot, which introduces the verse, resumes that of 
ver. 7 : the former one was only the foundation for this 
superstructure of exhortation. And, when he has come to 
this, the apostle brings it home to his readers by an affec­
tionate appeal to the heart of each. 

VERSE 12. 

0eov OL/0€£<; 7r<,J7rOT€ T€0EaTaC Ed-V aryaTrwµev ci,).,)..~;\.ou<;, o 
Bea<; ev iJµ'iv JJ,€11€£, Kal 11 drya'TT''T} auTOU T€T€A€£WJJ,€V1J ecTT1v 
EV 'T}JJ,£V. 

The following verse brings in the close of the discussion: 
attributing to brotherly love the µhew EV Berj,. It is true 
that, on the first glance, the words 0eov OU0€£<; 7T'(JJ7T'OT€ 

Te0foTa£ seem to stand in the text without any mediating 
link. The first thing we have to ask is, whether the 
emphasis rests on the 0e6v or on the Te0EaTa£. The 
arrangement suggests the former. In that case we should 
have an antithesis between God as the invisible and the 
brother as seen ; but then there would arise only one sense, 
that we could love the unseen God only in our brethren, 
and that this brotherly love would have the same blessed 
result (µEve,v EV iJµ.'iv) as if we could have seen God. But 
where do we find in the Bible the faintest trace of the 
thought that we can love God only in our brethren 1 Not 
indeed in ver. 20, where the subject is only the confirma­
tion of brotherly love. Love in its direction and impulse 
takes no account of the visibility or invisibility of the 
object beloved. It has indeed the tendency to desire sight 
of the object; but that is by no means necessary to its 
existence or strength. Moreover, if the apostle had wished 
to speak of the contrast between loving the invisible God 
and the visible brethren, of the ease or the difficulty of 
loving the unseen and the seen, he might have by one 
word indicated that contrast. 
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Thus we are driven to the second possibility, that of 
laying the stress on the -re0ea-ra£. The meaning then is, 
that no man hath indeed seen God; any visible fellowship 
with Him is out of the question; but a spiritual fellowship 
of another kind is possible, and becomes actual if we love 
the brethren. It is plain that this meaning is unexcep­
tionably suitable ; and, for the rest, it may be easily 
explained why, notwithstanding the emphasis, the object 
comes before the verb. For, to look closely, while it is 
true that inside the verse itself, as we have just seen, there 
is an antithesis between the invisibility of God and the 
spiritual union with Him which is nevertheless necessary, 
it is still true that the verse as a whole lays the stress on 
that fellowship with God into which we through love of the 
brethren enter, and of which ver. 11 had spoken. Hence 
the 0eov, as the point around which the whole revolves, is 
placed at the outset. That, instead of the direct phrase 
OU ouvaµe0a 0ecur0at TOV 0eov, the more limited ouoels 
'lT'w1ra-rE -re0ea-rat is used, rests on the thought that we 
certainly need not hope to attain what has been inaccessible 
to all before us. The promise which is here in a certain 
sense given to brotherly love as the equivalent for not 
being able to see God, is at a first glance twofold : first, 
that God will abide in us; secondly, that fJ /uya'lT''TJ au-rav 
TETEAEtooµh'T] JcTTlv Jv fJµ'iv. But let us ascertain whether 
these two are really distinct. That would be the case only 
if fJ a7a1r7J au-rav meant " our love to God." Then the 
two clauses would issue in what we commonly find dis­
tinguished as o 0eo,; €V ~µ'i,v Kal ~µeis €V au-rp. But this 
translation is impossible. For, throughout the section we 
have heard of our love to our neighbour, but never once of 
our love to God ; and this latter idea would be a new one 
entering without any bond of connection, and furthermore 
at the close of the section. But it is equally out of the 
question to translate a7a1r7J av-rav of the love of God to us; 
for it would be quite out of harmony with the tenor of a 
section which exhibits our love as the reflection and effluence 
of divine love to turn round and inversely represent the 
divine love as the result of our love to the brethren. There 
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remains only, therefore, the solution which we found it 
needful to adopt in eh. ii. 5,-that is, to exclude from the 
expression every objective or subjective reference of the 
aiya7T7J, and to take it simply as the love which God has, 
and which He is. Brotherly love shows that love which 
is in God is also in us : a thought which obviously is the 
most striking conclusion for the whole discussion of the 
section before us. 

Moreover, the apostle inserts a -re-re"J\,eiwµev71, an idea 
which from this point plays a conspicuous part; compare 
ver. 17 and ver. 18 (bis). By this last fact we may note 
at once that the writer is approaching the end of his dis­
cussion. Thus also is explained the relation between the 
two members of the leading clause, o 0eo,; fJ,EVEl €V nµ'iv and 
n U"f1I7r'TJ auTOU IC.T.71.. In the latter the emphasis lies on 
-re-re"A,eiwµev'TJ, and the two are related as general to parti­
cular : that God abideth in us, on this or that condition or 
supposition, the apostle had more than once said ; but here 
at the end he adds expressly, that the divine nature of love 
in its whole fulness and glory takes up its dwelling in us. 
This is the highest perfection in God, that His love neither 
excludes any nor ever suffers interruption; and this is 
therefore the image and ideal for love among Christians, so 
that all individuals should love one another without ex­
ception (a"A,"J\,~"J\,ov,;), and that with uninterrupted energy (the 
present a,ya'fT'WfJ,EV). 

VERSES 13-16. 

'Ev TOUT'f' "flVWUKOfJ,EV, CJTt €V aUT<fJ µevoµev, Kal av-ro,; €11 
nµ'iv, ;;Tt EiC TOU 7rveuµa-ro,; au-roii OEOW/CEV nµ'iv. Kal nµei,; 

-re0eaµ,e0a Kal µ,ap-rvpoiiµev, ()Tl o 7TaT~P U7T€UTaAK€ TOV 

viov UWT'T}pa TOU ,couµov. ''O,; &v oµo"A,o,y1un OTl 'I 1JUOU'; 

EUTlll O vlo,; TOU 0eoii, 0 0eo,; €11 avT,jJ JJ,EVEl, Ka, aUTO'; EV 

Ta> 0ero. Ka, nµ,e'i,; €NVWKaµev ICat 7T'E7T'lUT€VJCaµev T~V 
• • I 
,, "',, 'O'''""" 'l'.:l''' '' \ arya7r'T}V, 'YJV EXEl o oeo,; ev 17µ,v. o oeo,; arya7rrJ eun, Kat 

o µevwv EV -rfi a,ya7rr,, €V T,P 0ep µevet, Ka, o 0eo,; €V 
aUTW. 

It has been shown already that the following four verses 
give a recapitulation : ver. 13 summing up the substance 
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of the whole section eh. iv. 1-12, parallel with eh. iii. 24, 
while the two particular sub-sections, vers. 1-6 and vers. 
7-12, are taken up again by vers. 14-16. But it will be 
plain, on the other hand, if we examine carefully, that we 
have by no means a mere 1·esume; though what is found 
to be added may be explained by the consideration that 
the apostle is here in the act of gathering up the threads of 
his whole discussion from eh. ii. 28 downwards. Hence at 
the very beginning of ver. 13 we have the double expres­
sion €V airr<j, µevwµev Ka£ airror; iv 11µiv, while in the last 
section, and in the theme of eh. iii. 24 corresponding to it, 
only the latter part of it comes forward. But if it is 
remembered that the last section is only the substructure 
or pendant of the third chapter, which treats of our abiding 
in God, we shall perceive how fitly the apostle, in his 
recapitulation here, combines the two thoughts, and that in 
each of the three resuming clauses. Even the 7ivw,nmv 
enters here again very appropriately; for the whole of the 
second part of the Epistle treats of no other than the tokens 
by which the sonship of Christians may be discerned. 

The thing here adduced is on EK 'TOV 1rvevµa'TliJr; au'TOV 
oeowK€11 11µ'iv : the same words as in eh. iii. ::l 4. That this 
is in fact the matter contained in vers. 1-12 can, after the 
exposition we have given, be no longer questionable. For, 
to set out from the last sub-section, vers. 7-12, where it is 
said that all human loving rests upon the infusion of the 
divine fire of love, what does that mean but that it rests 
upon the Holy Spirit? And in vers. 1-6 the subject is 
expressly the confessing of the God-man as a sign of possess­
ing the Holy Ghost. What ver. 14 brings in as new, as 
also in ver. 16, are the two introductory clauses each 
emphasized by Kat 11µe'ir;. That these aim to exhibit the 
contents of the section as the experience of Christian life, 
is clear enough; but it is not so evident to what end 
the experience is here introduced. Is it alleged as the 
guarantee of the truth of what St. John had said, just as the 
apostles collectively, and St. John in particular, elsewhere 
adduce the experience of Christ's resurrection as the 
demonstration of the truth? But that would suit only tbe 
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first Kat ~µEi,<;, and not the second ; for, as to the love 
which God has in me, my faith in that love gives me no 
certain assurance, since it might be an erroneous faith. 
Nor does there seem any absolute necessity for a pledge of 
the truth of the assurance, o 0€6<; &,rya7r'TJ. Rather are the 
clauses Kal ~µ/i,c; IC.T."A.. necessary, and absolutely necessary, 
to show that the theme of eh. iii. 24, iv. 13 has been 
demonstrated. We read there, UoooKEV r,µiv o Eh6c; EK Tou 
7rV€1JµaToi,, which expresses an experience that the readers 
had known. Now in the development of eh. iv. 1-12 
nothing is said of this actual gift and experience ; only 
abstract and no concrete relations are treated of: he who 
confesses Jesus has the Holy Ghost ; he in whom the love 
of God is manifested must love the brethren. Whether 
this was actually the case with the readers is certainly not 
said here ; if, therefore, the Uo"',c1:v ~µ'iv was really to be 
established, there must be at least a single word to express 
the evidence of this fact. Now that we find in the clauses 
before us: confession of Jesus is necessary, and we have it; 
love is necessary, and it is found in us,-therefore we have 
received the Holy Ghost. 

Granted that we have now come to a general under­
standing as to our verses, we are far from understanding 
them yet in detail. The first question is, to whom the 
~µE'i<; emphatically standing at the outset refers. Primarily, 
it appears, to the apostles ; for in eh. i. 1 these are made 
prominent as 01:audµ1:vo, and µapTvpouvT1:<, ; and, even if 
we took the 01:0-uOa, in a figurative sense, yet the µap­
Tvp1:'iv demands ever a personal eye-witness. Equally clear 
is it that the second ,cat ~µE'i<; refers to the whole congre­
gation inclusive of the apostles ; for what would be the 
meaning of saying that the apostle or the apostles had 
known by living experience of faith the divine love ruling 
within them? Certainly the object with St. John is not 
to show that he had received the Holy Ghost, but that all, 
even the whole church, had received Him. But here again 
there is a difficulty ; as it seems to be asserted that the 
first Kat ,;,µ€'i<; refers to the apostles without including the 
church, while the second refers to both : in each case the 
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Kal ~µei<; is so emphatic, and they are both put in the 
beginning as so manifestly corresponding to each other, that 
it is almost matter of necessity to take them in the same 
meaning. To this must be added, that even in ver. 14, 
and equally in ver. 15, as we have perceived also in 
ver. 16, the apostle aims not to show that he has the 
Spirit, but that the church has : that is, the emphasis 
cannot rest on the 0nvp{a of the apostles, but only upon 
the oµo">,,,<Y'/ta (ver. 15) of the congregation. The former is 
brought forward only for the sake of the latter. Our con­
fession of Jesus as the Son of God rests indeed in the first 
instance on the µ,apTvpi'a of the apostles, their µ,apTvp[a 

again on their being eye-witnesses: by this they became 
µ6.pTvpe<;, not merely announcers, but trustworthy an­
nouncers, of the truth. Thus, by means of their testimony 
we obtain a participation in what they had first per­
sonally beheld and spiritually apprehended. This observa­
tion makes it plain that the two Kal ~µei,<; are perfectly 
parallel, and how they are so. For, in the first, the apostles 
are not regarded in contradistinction to the church, but 
as the principle of the church's oµo">,,,o•·tia ; their 0Eau0a, Kat 

µ,apTvpEZv was the ground and essence of that confession ; 
in their personal experience concerning the mission of the 
Son of God, the experience of the church was as it were 
involved. Thus, as the Kal ~µeZ<; in ver. 16 refers to the 
apostles and the church, so essentially it is in ver. 14, 
although that verse formally embraces the apostles alone. 
So the meaning of vers. 14, 15 is: we have the Holy 
Ghost ; for we have the token of this, the confession of the 
mission of the Son as Saviour of the world,1 on the ground 
of apostolical testimony; and consequently we have perfect 
mutual fellowship with God. As if he would make evident 
at once the reciprocity of the connection between God and 

1 It must not be unnotcd that St. John has the expression u.,.-.;,, only 
twice (John iv. 42, in the mouth of the Samaritans), but each time with the 
addition .,.,ii ,.f,uµ,,u. Elsewhere the word occurs always as connected with 
nµ,;;;, (that is, Christians) or e.bsolutely ; St. Paul alone speaks of the Father 
ouce as u"'""P ,..,.,.,..,, !t,dp,:,,r.,, (1 Tim. iv. 10). Even in this otherwise 
insignificant peculiarity St. John shows his predominant tendency to give 
prominence to the universality of the divine purpose of redemption. 
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man, the apostle changes the arrangement of the words iu 
vers. 13, 15, 16: now the µ.l.110µ,ev ev airrrjJ comes first, 
now the airro,; Ev riµ,'iv. The historical fact of the mani­
festation of Christ, belonging to the domain of the visible 
world, could be established only by the experience of testi­
mony ; the internal fact, on the contrary, of the love of 
God ruling in us can only be inwardly experienced: hence 
here the e,yvw,caµev ,ca,l, 7T'ETr£<TTEUtcaµ,ev. 

That which is known and believed is love, the love ~11 

exet o 0eo,; Ev ~µ'iv. The expression has already been 
dealt with on ver. 9 : it is the divine love, which is in 
God, but which He, by virtue of the mission of His Son, 
implants in our hearts, so that it now is also Ell ~µ'iv. It 
must first be known and then believed : for I can believe 
in the biblical sense, that is, enter, with all the soul and 
perfect trust, only into that the existence of which I 
know. So St. John says : we have known, it has become 
plain to us, that divine love has taken up its dwelling 
in us ; and, after we came to know this, we have also 
believingly apprehended it. Let it not be wondered at that 
we are said to believe in what is after all Ev ~µ'iv. As 
certainly as I must believe in the power of God which is 
mighty in the weak,-this, however, being in myself,-so 
certainly must I believe in the love of God. which abides in 
me. Without such faith neither can that power nor this 
love approve itself mighty within me. The following clause, 
0 0eo,; a,ya7r77 E<TTtv, is quite necessary for the conclusion 
that we, in virtue of this love, have perfect fellowship with 
God. It might, indeed, be conceived that he who loves, he 
who has the divine love in himself, may in some degree 
enter into communion with God; but not on that account 
into a full and complete fellowship. This argument, how­
ever, is very plain, when it is said that God is love, and 
only love, and altogether love. For, if the whole nature of 
God is love, it follows that he who has this love participates 
in the whole nature of God; he who possesses the love of 
God has God entire. This we may establish also in other 
ways. If the apostle's proposition, that by means of love 
we have absolute fellowship with God, is correct, it may 
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equally be averred that we also have everything else which 
may be said concerning Him : for instance, the light-nature 
of God may assuredly become the portion of him who love:;,. 
This also is quite true; for we have seen in ver. 8 that 
love in its nature is diffusion of good, this latter being 
presupposed; and, as the love of God presupposes His light­
nature, so does loving on our part presuppose that we 
participate in this nature of light. Similarly, it follows 
from the declaration that both the confession of Christ and 
the love of the brethren exhibit full and complete fellow­
ship with God, that both these are perfectly involved in 
each other. And so indeed it is. For the confession of 
Christ rests, according to the exposition in vers. 1-6, on 
the impartation of the Divine Spirit, or, more strictly, of the 
Spirit of the incarnate Son of God ; and love rests upon 
the communication of the same Spirit,-that is, as He is 
the Spirit of love. Confession and love are therefore only 
the outbeamings of one and the selfsame Spirit; each of 
the two pledges the perfect unity with God. Neither is a 
true avowal of Christ possible without brotherly love, nor 
is this latter possible without the former; either both are 
wanting or both are present : at least, that is, in their 
germ. 

Let us now look at the position of the track in which 
we now find ourselves. The theme of this division of the 
Epistle was said to be, in eh. ii. 2 8 seq., µeveiv iv aimj,, 
,., ,t: I ,, ' ... I , ... Thi 
iva 7rapp7J<nav exwµ,;,v ev T'[J 7rapovuiq, avTov. s par-
rhesia, according to ver. 29, was to spring from the con­
sciousness of divine birth, or being born out of God, and 
this consciousness to rest upon the sign of works. The 
concluding proposition in ver. 29, 7rus o 'TT'otwv T~v ou,a,a­

uuv7Jv €e avTDV "Jf"J€VVT}Ta£, is thus the argument of proof 
for the main proposition in ver. 2 8. This last-adduced 
proposition is now developed in two directions : first, in 
eh. iii., that he who is born of God must practise righteous­
ness ; secondly, in eh. iv., that this practice of righteousness 
(especially brotherly love) can only proceed from a divine 
new birth. For, as eh. iv. expounds, all vitcav Tov 1<,6uµov, 

and thus all opposition to sin, as also all love, depends 
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upon the infusion of the Divine Spirit. Thus we may say 
that in eh. iii. it is demonstrated ~Tt ci "J€"/€11V'T/JJ,fVO<; Jg avTOV 

T~V OtlCatOUVV'T}V 7r0t€£; in eh. iv., on 7rU,<; 0 'TrOtWV Thv 

Ot1'atouvv'T}v Eg avTou ryeryevv'T}Tat. Finally, it is shown, 
especially in the resume of vers. 13-16, how, in this com­
munication of the Holy Ghost, that µ,ev€tv Jv avT(j, comes 
to perfection which was spoken of in eh. ii. 28. It remains 
now that the apostle should disentangle the knot he created, 
by showing that thus the 1rapp'1/uta is attained in the final 
judgment. He does this in the following verses. They 
are the q_uod erat demonstrandum. 

VERSE 17. 

'Ev To{mp T€T€AElwTat ;, arya'Tr'T} µ,e0' 1/P,WV, rva 1rapp'T}uLav 

lxwp,€V €V TV 11µ,epq, 'T'YJ<; ,cplu€ro<;, O'Tt 1'a06'<; €1'€1,VO<; EU'Tt, ,cat, 
" ... ., \ , ... , / 

'T}P,Et<; €UfJ,€V €V T<p ,couµ,rp 'TOV'Ttp. 

But this ver. 1 7 has its difficulties, by no means insig­
nificant. First, as to the direct meaning of the particles iv 
TOVTtp, rva, ()Tt. The EV 'TOV'Ttp which leads off in the verse 
may refer either to what follows or to what precedes. In 
the former case it must receive its specification of contents 
by a clause in the sequel; and this it might first receive 
through the sentence with ,va, which must in that case have 
its telic meaning modified, or, secondly, through that with 
on This latter, however, is rendered intolerable by the 
extremely hard trajection which it would assume. How 
could tho apostle have in such a way rent asunder the r.v 
Towrp on so strictly united? Much better than that would 
it be to accept the former, which makes the clause with ,va 

the substance or matter that the ev TOVTtp refers to. This 
would follow the analogy of eh. iii. 11, 23, where the means 
through which love is brought to perfection are at the same 
time the end to be attained. We should have then presented 
to us two thoughts interpenetrating each other: the confi­
dence as to the end is the highest consummation of actual 
love; but it is at the same time the goal to which that love 
aspires, and at which it aims. But with regard to this we 
must observe, in the first place, that St. John, while he 
uses the combination ai5T1] Z'va, 'TOVTo iva, TaVTa Zva, gives 

1ro~ s 
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us no other example than this of lv To6T<p 7va : John xv. 8 has 
it, but it is obvious that the sense there decidedly requires 
the lv To6Ttp to be referred to what precedes. Again, 

• fi d h b' t· ' ' " ' ' we certamly n t e corn ma 10n <'V 'TOV'TffJ on . . . £av, 
eh. ii. 3, but never once that of iv 'T06Trp 711a 3n. All 
this of course does not prove that St. John could not have 
written thus. Proof, however, that he did not, may be 
gathered from the connection of the passage. If we refer 
Ell 'TOtlTW to what follows,-that is, to the clause with rva, 
-we ~bsolutely take away the bridge between what has 
gone before and the new section. The apostle had just 
been saying (ver. 12), that in brotherly love ~ arya'lr-T/ 'T<''TE• 

'A£iwµ,e111J ia-Tiv lv ~µ,'iv ; again, he here suddenly announces 
that it is perfected in parrhesia or assurance : but as to how 
these two are related he suggests not a word of explanation. 
Again, if we translate it to the effect that love is fulfilled 
in this, that we have confidence in the day of judgment, we 
obviously defer its perfection to the future; but how does 
that accord with the fundamental ia-µ,€v iv 'T<f Koa-µ,rp 
'TOtl'Tlp ? 

Now we escape from all these difficulties, and place our 
passage where it both gives and receives light, if we refer 
the iv 'TOV'TffJ to what precedes, following examples which 
abound in St. John; compare, for example, eh. ii. 6, John 
iv. 37, xv. 8, xvi. 30. What iv 'TOV'T'fJ means is then the 
µevE£V Ell 0Ep Kai 0EoV €V iiµ,'iv of ver. 16,-that is, the 
"this " points to the conclusion of the entire preceding 
development of the thought. The first half of our verse is 
therefore to be translated to this effect : in the reciprocal 
relation of fellowship betwixt God and us, love is-µ,e0' 
iiµ,wv may wait awhile for its examination-perfected, to 
the end that-the goal which this earthly perfection arrives 
at-we may have confidence in the day of judgment. This 
verse is thus, in fact, the precise close or pendant of that 
beginning in eh. ii. 2 8 : there we have J.J,€VET€ €V av'Tp, rva 
ltw cpavepw0fJ, lxwµ,ev 7rappTJa-lav; here, by the help of iv 
Tov-rrp, we have again the abiding in God corresponding 
with that ; to the cpavepwe-r, there the iiµ,epa 'T~~ Kpla-ew~ 
answers here ; while the txei11 r.appTJa-{av is common to the 
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two passages in the very letter, and, similarly, the refer­
ence to the end in the µheiv lv a&Tijj. But, as befits the 
closing idea of a section, the abiding in God is no longer 
here an exhortation as in eh. ii. 28, but something assumed 
already to exist as a consummated reality ( ev TovTq, TeTe­
'J...d(J)Tai ). The words T€T€A€{<,JTa£ ~ O,"fU,'Tr'TJ µ,e0' ~µ,wv are 
new in this passage; they are wanting in eh. ii. 2 8 ; in 
them lies the whole argument in nuce which the apostle 
has been conducting. Why is the µ,tv<,JV lv 0eijj full of 
confidence and joy? Answer: because this µ,evew contains 
in itself the perfecting of love, and thus of itself renders 
possible and actually produces a free uplifting of the eyes 
and a free opening of the mouth even in the presence of 
God the Judge of all 

That which is perfected, which has reached perfection, is 
love. For the µ,e0' i}µ,wv which follows must not be com­
bined with the O,"fa'Tr'TJ : not only on account of the absence 
of the article, but, as we have seen in the similar combina­
tion of ver. 9, on account of the sense. What can a1a-rr'TJ 
µ,e0' r,µ,wv be supposed to mean? Love between us,-that 
is, God and men 1 But it need not be again observed that 
God and men cannot be conjoined by r,µ,ei~. Is it our own 
mutual love? That would require the aXX~AOOv. Or is it 
the love, scilicet, of God with us,-that is, again, the relation 
of love between God and men ? Apart from the harshness 
of such a contorted sentence, we should then expect, of 
necessity, a1a-rr,,, airrov. The only thing possible, and that 
which is of itself the most probable, is to take a1a-rr'TJ in the 
same meaning which, since ver. 9, has been demanded: as 
the divine love, the love which God has, and which He 
sends down into the spirit of man. The µ,e0' r,µ,wv is to be 
connected with the verb,-that is, with the T€TeA€£(J)Tat,­
and testifies that the love among Christians, within the 
church, has reached this perfection : the apostle does not, 
indeed, write to any individuals as individuals, but to the 
members of the congregation as such. In the midst of 
the church alone, but certainly there, is to be found such 
a consummation of love, such a perfection of fellowship 
with God. Two things are insep::i.rably bound up in the 
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text. The infusion of divine love in the heart of man 
establishes the principle of this fellowship ; the develop­
ment of this principle or germ in continued brotherly love 
brings this germinal fellowship with God to its perfection ; 
and this perfected fellowship with Him is again the per­
fecting of love. Communion with God and love are 
reciprocal ideas; they require each other, and are each the 
other's condition ; and the growth of the one carries with it 
ever the growth of the other. 

It being now clear in general, that perfected love must 
produce confidence or parrhesia in the day of judgment, 
the apostle proceeds to unfold this connection between the 
two in detail; first setting out with the clause which has 
its argument of proof in the on The passage runs, ,ca06'~ 
l,ce'ivo~ €G'Tt, !Cat ~µe'i~ luµev lv -rrj, KO<rµrp TOVT<p. The • 
words are obscure. Their explanation must start from the 
sure basis that the concluding words lv -rrj, ,couµrp -rov-rrp 
cannot refer to both parts of the comparison, but only to 
the latter part. Otherwise, that is, the lu-rt would have 
been found altogether absent; and, moreover, we cannot 
see then how either generally or in the present connection it 
can be asserted that Christ still is (for the lu-riv is certainly 
not equivalent to ~v) in this world in the same manner 
as we are. Precisely the converse of this is the truth. 
Thus the apostle will affirm, as we gather at once, an 
equality between Christ as He now is, that is, the glorified 
Christ, or as He has ever been and still is-this is also 
possible-the Son of God, and us in our condition below 
not yet made perfect. But how may we now more pre­
cisely apprehend the tertium comparationis? The expression 
itself is so general, that it can be understood only from the 
whole system of the apostle's thinking, and not from itself 
alone. Now, as there is hardly an important phrase in the 
whole Epistle which does not rest upon the Gospel, and as, 
in particular, the matter of the thought in the section just 
studied, ver. 9 seq., is based upon John iii. 16, so we shall 
find it in the present passage. The explanatory text in the 
Gospel is John xvii. 21 seq. ; the Lord declares there that 
He is no more in the world, but that the disciples are in 
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the world,-the same antithesis which we have now before 
us,-and He asks the Father, who had hitherto kept them 
in fellowship with Him, to keep them still, and with them 
all who should believe on Him through their ministry : not 
taking them out of the world, but so ordering it that 
( 21) 0' ' , , , ' , ' , ' ' , ' , ver. ,ea w,;- uv 'TT'aTep EV eµot ,cwyw ev uoi, ,cai avToi EV 
' - " .. C f th 26 ,, ' ' ' A 'l'}µw ev wuiv. ompare, ur er, ver. , wa 'l'J a'Ya7r'I'} ,1v 

'TJ"fU'Ti'l')<TU', µe Jv auTOZ,;- fi /CU"ftil Jv auTOZi;-, and ver. 23, ,carytil 

Jv auToi,;- ,ea~ uv Jv Jµot. These passages throw on our 
present one a clear and steady light : as Christ is one with 
the Father, in inseparable fellowship with Him, so we 
are to be indissolubly united with Him, although we 
are still in this world and while we are still in this world. 
And this takes place, as in our passage through the 
TeXelwui,; of the arya1r'I'}, so according to John xvii. 2 6 
through the love wherewith God loves Christ dwelling in 
us. In this perfect fellowship with the Father consisted 
the whole life, essence, and being of the Lord upon earth, 
and in that it exists from everlasting to everlasting: hence 
the absolute ,ca0w,;- Junv. And as in this fellowship with 
God (Jv Tovnp) our Lord becomes TETEAEUJJf-l,EV'l'J, so in virtue 
_of the same the Lord's love also was perfected (TeXeiw0eti;­

E"fEVETo, Heb. v. 9). As He in Gethsemane subordinated 
all His own thinking, feeling, and willing to that of the 
Father, as thereby His µEvEtv Jv T<p 0E<j, had reached its 
highest degree, thereby was His own love and His work of 
love brought to perfection; thus was the a'Ya7r'l'J el,;- Thai;-, 
which was at the same time the T€TEA€UJJf-£€V'I'} a'Ya'TT''I'}, 

conquered and won by Him. Thus the apostle's train of 
thought in our passage is this: If we have perfect fellow­
ship with God (Jv TovTip), then have we already upon earth 
become like, or conformed to, the being and nature of 
Christ; and when the day of judgment, that is, the day of 
His manifestation (eh. ii. 28), comes, we shall on the 
ground of this conformity freely and openly look Him in 
the face (7rapp'l'Jutav lxoµev). Fellowship with God is 
at the same time the perfected indwelling of the divine 
love in us ; both these, however, make us like Christ ; 
according to this conformity to Him shall we be finally 
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judged; and if we have it, we have also confidence at the 
last day. 

Let it be further observed how affectingly our verse, 
thus understood, concurs and coincides with eh. iii. 1-4. 
There it was said that full and entire conformity to Christ, 
which we saw to be comprehended in the idea of brother­
hood, lay before us still as the issue of the judgment; but 
that in order to attain it (ver. 3) we must have attained 
even here another kind of likeness or equality to Him-we 
must have become aryvot like Him. Then the following 
exposition showed that this aryveta consists in righteousness 
and love, which on their part also again depended on the 
infusion of the Divine Spirit. Comprehending all in one, 
we must abide in God and He in us. Now the apostle 
returns back to the beginning : this fellowship with God, 
this perfected love in us, is the likeness to Christ above 
indicated as necessary in the judgment ; in virtue of it we 
pass through the terrors of the judgment unappalled, and 
then press onward to that higher thing, the ,caAo<; {3a0µ6i; 

of perfect equality with Christ. In the arya'TT''T] TETEMt(J)µEV'T] 

we have attained all that we may hope to attain ev T<tJ 

,couµrp TOVT<p ; if, then, we have entered through the 71µ,ipa 

T7J<; ,cp{rre(J)<; into the alwv µiXX(J)v, the further development 
will not be found in arrear : cpavep(J)0~<rETat Tt euoµe0a. 

VERSE 18. 

'1.>6/30<; OV/C fUTtV EV TV arya'TT''{J, aXX' 7) TeXela arya'TT''TJ lfo, 
r.J ,... ... ' ,I, f Q •I < rl, I Q ,... ,r < \:'' ,I, Q I ,-,a/\,1\,ft 'TOV 't'O,-,OV, 07' 0 't'o,-,o<; /COA,afJ"tv f:.'X,Ei" 0 0€ ..,,o,-,ou-

µEVO<; OU TETEAEL(J)Tat EV TV arya'TT'r,. 

The apostle's exposition in ver. 1 7 has shown that we 
have in the arya'TT''T} TETEAEt(J)JJ,fV'TJ, which involves in it the 
µevetv ev E>ecj,, the parrhesia, because we are thus conformed 
to Christ the standard of the judgment. But he has now 
another method of exhibiting the connection between love 
and confidence, that is, by reference to the nature of love 
itself. To the parrhesia, he says, fear is utterly opposed, 
as this is incompatible with love: where love is, there is 
not fear, but confidence. This is generally the substance of 
ver. 18. That confidence and fear are opposed is a pre-
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supposition of the verse which is not further demonstrated ; 
the emphasis rests upon the evidence that fear and love 
are not reconcilable with each other. "Fear is not in 
love : " love is the feeling of internal union with another, 
the opening out my person to that other; fear is the sense 
of wanting harmony, and therefore the separation and 
shutting up of my person as it respects him. Love springs 
from the feeling that God is for us ; fear, from the feeling 
that He is against us. Thus it is plain that the two 
ideas exclude each other. Yea, so little do they agree 
together, that, on the contrary (aXXa), love, where it exists, 
has the power and tendency to drive out fear. But 
certainly it can do that only where it is -reXe{a, that is, 
penetrates and fills the whole life and being of man. 

That love must cast out fear, however, appears from this 
(3n), that fear tc6Xauiv ifxei. For the explanation of this 
idea we are directed to Matt. xxv. 46. There it is said 
that the ungodly ll71"€A€UUOVTat el,; tc6Xauiv alwviov, oi 0€ 
Sltcatot el,; tw~v alwviov. We therefore perceive that 
tc6Xauti; is the punishment, the condemnation itself, not 
merely the feeling of it; the objective condition, not the 
subjective sense of it or pain. As this is required by the 
verb a7repxeu0at el,; itself, so still more is it demanded by 
the antithesis to t'w~ alwvio,; : as it would be highly forced 
to speak of going away or entering into a feeling, so the 
state of eternal life is not the description of a subjective 
feeling, but of a condition appointed. Similarly, in our 
passage tc6Xauti; cannot be understood of a mere painful 
feeling; for it was surely not necessary to emphasize that 
fear is in itself a sentiment of distress. Rather, the preg­
nant thought of St. John is this, that in fear, which has 
been shown to be fear of punishment, the punishment itself 
is already included and involved. If we remember the 
saying of the Gospel, that he who believeth not is con­
demned already ; that the condemnation consists simply in 
this, that light shineth into the darkness and declares it 
to be darkness,-it will appear plain that in St. John's 
thought c'Ondemnation is consummate in separation from 
God. Now, as we have seen that fear has its ground in 
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the feeling of being sundered from God, while this separa­
tion from Him is in St. John's doctrine already the state of 
judgment or condemnation, it is evident that fear contains 
in itself the element of judgment: cf,0/30,; ,co">,.aaw lxet. 
The last clause of ver. 18, which is linked by oii, does not 
intend to introduce the antithesis of o cf,0/30,;; ,co]\,aaw lxn, 
that is, does not carry further the argument brought in by 
on, but contains the inverse of the clause 'T/ TeXeta arya'TPTJ 
lgw {3aXXei -rov cf,6/3011. It is perfectly clear that St. John 
might have exhibited this proposition, that where fear is, 
love cannot be perfected, as the conclusion of the first 
clause itself; but it is clear, at the same time, that the form 
of the antithesis is justified as it is, and is more appro­
priate to the J ohannaean genus dicendi. 

Thus, then, the proposition which was laid down as a 
theme in eh. ii. 2 8 has been argued out on all sides and 
justified; while, at the same time, the end has been reached 
which St. John, according to eh. i 4, set before himself in 
this Epistle, that the Christian church should attain the 
perfection of that joy, which, according to eh. i 13, consists 
in fellowship with God and with the brethren. For the 
TETEA€£WJJ,€V'TJ or 7rE'TrA'TJPWµ€v'TJ xapa is nothing but the 
'lNl,PP'TJ<Fta, the feeling of perfect unity and harmony with 
God, which will approve itself even before the rigours of 
the final judgment. How, in fact, this consummate joy 
rests upon the two things which eh. i. 3 lays down, com­
munion with God and communion with the brethren, it has 
been St. John's object throughout the whole Epistle to 
show. Every section of it is based upon this double rela­
tion. But there is one thing yet wanting that had to be 
evinced; and that St. John introduces supernumerarily in 
the paragraph from eh. iv. 19 to eh. v. 5 : the exposition, 
namely, how these two aspects, which had been hitherto 
viewed always as co-ordinate, the relation to God and the 
relation to the brethren, form an internal and indissoluble 
organic unity, so that neither of them can be conceived 
without the other. Our relation to God has been presented 
by the apostle under various phrases : sometimes in act, as 
7roteiv -r-~v 01,,caiouvv7Jv positively, and negatively as vi,ca.11 
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Tc'Jv 1dJ<rµov; sometimes as the energizing potency lying at 
the root of the act, the confession to Christ. In this last 
section, which is to exhibit the unity of all these aspects by 
the a,rya1rav 'TOIi a0€A<pOV, we accordingly find all these 
expressions gathered up again : the actual side by T7Jp€'iv 

Tit<; lvTo"X.as, eh. v. 2 seq., as also by vu,av 'TOV ICOO"µov, 

eh. v. 4, 5 ; the principle by 'TT'£0"T€v€1v 3n 'I 7J<Tou,; foTw o 
Xpt<TTo<;. In what preceded, the relation to God has been 
based upon the acknowledgment of the mission of the Son 
of God ; the relation to the brethren upon the divine love 
infused into us. In order now to show the internal unity 
of the two relations, the apostle begins by deriving both 
first from the idea of love, and then from that of faith in 
the God-man. The former occupies eh. iv. 19-21, the 
latter eh. v. 1 seq. 

VERSE 19. 

'HµfiS a"fa'1T'Wµ€V, C)T£ avTc'Jr;: 1rpw'TO'i: ~"fd,7T'7JIT€V riµai;. 
The nineteenth verse resumes what was said in eh. iv. 

8 seq. From this it at once follows that we must not read 
riµeis a'Ya'TT'wµ€V avToV, but only T}µEis a"/a7l'wµ€V. Here 
primarily love is demanded in its universality : that we 
generally must love follows from the anticipating love of 
God ; that this our love must have two directions, towards 
God and towards the brethren, is then explained in what 
follows. Similarly, it is plain from the point of view in 
which we have sought to place what follows, that a"fa'TT'wµev 

is not in the indicative, but in the conjunctive. The sense 
is : I have told you that we, as the result of the love of 
God manifested to us, must ourselves also love. 

VERSE 20. 

'E&v 'T£'i: er'1T''[J, ''On a'Ya'TT'W Tc'JV Bec'Jv, ,cal 'Tc'JV 00€Acp6v 
, ... ... "'" / , , ' ' ' , ... ' , ~ ,I..\ QV'TOV µt<T'[J, y EVO"'T'TJ<; EO"TW' 0 'Yap µ'I'} a'Ya'TT'WV TOV QO€A-.,_,ov 
, ... tr.. ,, , a, tr.. , ,, "" ~, 

avTov ov ewpa1C€, Tov ofOV ov ovx €wpa,cf '1T'W<; ovva-rai 

d'Ya'TT'~V; 
It is now unfolded that the love of God without the love 

of the brethren is a thing impossible. Of love to God not 
a word had been hitherto said; only of the divine love 
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which is infused into us, and which must approve itself as 
brotherly love. That we must love God enters here as a 
new thought, which, however, is so self-understood that it 
is introduced simply as a matter taken for granted. The 
emphasis lies only on the evidence that the love of God is 
not conceivable without love of our brother. The form 
of the exposition has been made familiar to us by eh. i 
and ii. : here we have Uv n, Ef7T''[I, there it was Ed-v Ef7rOJ­

JJ,€V or o XE"/rov; we may compare also the a)\.x' lpli n, 
of J as. ii. 15, 1 Cor. xv. 3 5 ; only that in this last passage 
we have objections introduced, while here there is no theo­
retical denial of the apostolical doctrine, but a delusive 
assertion of being in the true state. Similarly the ,frEV<1'T1], 
E<ntv has been familiarized by the first division of the 
Epistle, and this severe sentence the apostle justifies by the 
clause with "/ap. 

The question now arises, how far the invisibility of God 
as such, for on it the stress is evidently laid, demonstrates 
that we cannot love Him without loving the brethren. It 
is not to be thought that the apostle should mean to deny 
the possibility of loving generally what is invisible. This 
would not only contradict our experience that we are 
capable of loving with all our hearts persons whom 
we have never seen, but the consciousness of all true 
Christians who know that they love God notwithstanding 
that He is unseen. If it be said that we at least k?ww 
something of the men whom we love without having seen 
them, and that this knowledge is the ground of the love, 
then we say in reply that such a knowledge of God also 
we may have in the fullest degree. The error of this 
explanation lies here, that 7T'W<; is taken too hastily as 
rhetorically used ; so that the clause is made to express 
the simple affirmation 01/ ouvaTa£ /C.T.X., as, indeed, some 
codices have actually substituted this ov. But the fact is 
that the 7rw, has the emphasis in the sentence. " In what 
way can he love God who lovefl not his brother?" Obviously 
the love of which St. John speaks is the same of which he 
had said in eh. iii. 18, that it consists not in words, but lv 
EP'Y't'· Love in mere words is no love ; all genuine love 
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presses to its demonstration in act. But the act requires, 
as we have been reminded in another connection, a material 
on which it may exert itself. God, as in His nature and 
being withdrawn from visibility, does not present in Him­
self absolutely such a material on which we may work; but 
He has given Himself a body, si verbis audacia detur, in 
man who is made after His image: that is then the only 
material on which my love to God may show its energy 
and reality. If I scorn that, Trwr;, in what other way, in 
what other sense, can I then love God, scilicet, ev iP'Y'P ? 
But all this has not done full justice to the tense Ewpa1'E; 

if the matter were of visibility or invisibility in general, we 
should expect rather the present, or simply opav ovva-rat. 

But the point of view from which all is regarded indicates 
the right sense : if the matter here is the demonstration of 
love in any way whatever (Trwr;), it is clear that I can 
approve my love to my brother only if I know the precise 
point in which be needs it; in short, love requires for its 
exhibition a specific opportunity. Hence I must have seen, 
if be is to present such an opportunity to me ; without 
having seen him, I cannot approve my love to him in act; 
whence naturally the apav is to be taken in so wide a sense 
that the hearing about him is involved in it also. Such 
occasion for the expression of love, however, such stimulant 
to testify love to God as if to His own person, is not pos­
sible without the medium of the brethren. My deeds of 
charity to my neighbour may indeed and must spring from 
love to God ; but there are no means ( Trwr;) of testifying 
our love to Him in act, to Him as invisible, or to Him in 
and for Himself, without such a mediating element. 

VERSE 21. 

Kat Ta!JT'TJV T~V EVTOX~v lxoµEv a?T' au-rou, rva () <l"fa?TWV 
' a' , ~ ' , •<:--..A.' , ~ TOV ~EOV, arya?Tf! ,ea~ TOV aofl\,'t'OV aUTOV. 

There is nevertheless one way, it might be thought, of 
loving God directly, that, namely, of keeping His com­
mandments-the way of obedience. But ver. 21 explains 
that this method of loving God ev gP'Y'P is not really a 
second one; for it is God's express commandment that 
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we love the brethren. Certainly the words do not indicate 
that this is the only commandment which we have received; 
for if the apostle says TaVT'f/V T~v lvToA~v ixoµ,ev, that does 
not hinder us from supposing that, besides the one in ques­
tion, we have many others. But yet, strictly speaking, the 
precept of brotherly love is actually the 7r),:fJpwµ,a v6µ,ov. 

If, for example, we would reckon the V£1Cav Tov 1C6uµov, 
the suppression of self, the subjection of pride, and so forth, 
as other commandments, yet it is plain that every victory 
over the evil is utterly impossible save through the might 
of the one principle opposed to them all, that of love. If 
love consists in this, that I refer my life absolutely not to 
myself, but altogether to others, then there can be no other 
cornmandmeut like unto this ; and this laying down or 
throwing away of our own life, as Christ terms it, is pos­
sible as an act only in relation to man, not in relation to 
God : or it is possible as towards God only through the 
mediation of brotherly love. A passage literally expressing 
the commandment here given we certainly nowhere find. 
Yet we need not fall back upon the fundamental text of 
the Old Testament, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, 
and thy neighbour as thyself;" the apostle himself will 
give us what we want. In John xiv. 15 we read, lav 

a"/a'TT'aTE P,€ !Cal Ta<, €VTOAU8 µov T'f/p~a-aTE. The plurality 
of the precepts here mentioned is reduced again, according 
to the context, to the unity of the one commandment given 
in eh. xiii. 34: €VTOA~V /Ca£v~v oiowµi vµ'iv ?va U"Ja'lrllT€ 

aX)l.~)\.ov<,. That in the Gospel the love of Christ is spoken 
of, while here it is the love of God, is of no moment; since 
the apostle knows no love to Christ which is not love to 
God, and no love to God which is not love to Christ. 
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CHAPTER V. 

VERSE 1. 

IIa~ 0 'TT'tUTE6(J)v, i,n 'I71crov~ ECT'T'tV O XptcrT(J~, €/C TOl/ 

0eov "fE,YEVV71Ta£. tcat 'TT'QS O arya'TT'WV TOV "fEVV~CTaVTa, arya7r~ 
tcat TOV ryeryevv71µ,evov JE airrov. 

The synthesis of our relation to God and to the brethren, 
which the apostle here perfectly sets forth, he has thus 
educed primarily from the love of God supposed to exist in 
us : the right relation to God is confirmed and corroborated 
only by the right relation to the brethren. He now seizes 
the matter from the opposite side : brotherly love is to be 
measured by the reality of our fellowship with God. This 
thought, expressed in eh. v. 2, is the fundamental note of 
the verses which follow, the first verse of the chapter form­
ing only a transition to it. Several new ideas enter here. 
First, instead of the alk'A.cf,6~, as the hitherto usual desig­
nation of the neighbour, the phrases ryeryevv71µ,evo~ J,c Tov 

0eou and TEtcvov 0eoi) (ver. 2) are selected to be reproduced. 
This is done in the service of the synthesis here brought 
out perfectly : because we are to love our neighbour as the 
child of God, the genuineness of our love to him is proved, 
as ver. 2 declares, by the genuineness of our love to God ; 
if this love to God is absent, I cannot love my neighbour 
as a child of God, and therefore do not regard him with the 
right kind of sentiment. For since, according to eh. iv., 
charity to the neighbour depends upon the infusion of 
divine love, that is, of the divine Spirit, such charity must 
be always absent where the right relation to God is not 
sustained. The first verse of our new chapter asserts 
generally, that between our relation to God and our relation 
to the brethren there must be a reciprocal influence ; 
ver. 2 seq. then explains, as we have seen, how the approval 
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of our relation to God is a sure token of our right relation 
to the brethren. 

Similarly significant is the introduction of the idea 
7r£uTevew. It had twice before occ1ured, eh. iii. 2 3 and 
iv. 16, but on both occasions only in a certain sense as 
signals for the future, without taking any definite place in 
the organic train of thought in the Epistle. It does not 
take that place until this fifth chapter. In other respects 
the beginning of the first verse is based upon eh. iv. 2 and 
iv. 15; the question therefore arises, why in those passages 
oµoAO"/E'iv is the subject, while here it is 7r£0"TEIJ€£V. It is 
clear that oµ,oXo"/e'iv presupposes 7r£UTEVE£v and includes it. 
In the fourth chapter, as our investigation has shown us, 
faith in Christ does not appear as a characteristic in man 
himself, or a property of his own ; but as the token by 
which be may be known to be a child of God, a partaker 
of the Divine Spirit. But what is in man may be known 
only so far as it takes outward expression ; and the out­
ward expression of faith is simply and only the oµoXo,ye'i,v. 
Here, however, the question is not of an external, but of an 
internal token of divine sonship; hence the word 7r{uT£r; is 
introduced. That 7r£uTeuew in this place and generally 
expresses primarily the acknowledgment of a truth is suffi­
ciently obvious: as here, the proposition that Jesus is the 
Christ is to be acknowledged. So, when we read of 7r£UTeveiv 

T£vt, we acknowledge the trustworthiness of the person 
generally. But this does not exhaust the idea : for, when 
in John v. 44 the 7r£UTEIJEtv is opposed to the ioEav 7rap' 

Q,A,A~AWV Xaµ{3avew, that is, to the egoism which seeks Ta 

roia, such a view of faith as that is seen to be insufficient ; 
and when in John xx. 31 the end of the whole Gospel 
is laid down as being ?va 7runevovTer; tw~v EX1JT€, it is 
impossible to suppose that a mere acknowledgment as truth 
could include the whole tw~, which is the state of the 
whole man as thinking, feeling, and willing. In very deed, 
there lies in muTevetv the idea of the u,nio mystica ; more 
strictly, the union and conjunction of the human with the 
divine, which is effected fundamentally in the acknowledg­
ment of the central fact of salvation (' I 1Juovr; f.UTUJ o 
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Xpta-T6<;). Now it is certainly true that the 7r{uw; is not 
in itself the sonship; for to this belongs another element, 
the gift of God. Compare as to this two passages of the 
Gospel, in which, as here, faith and sonship are placed in 
juxtaposition. The first is in John i. 12: ouo, ovv lt'A.a/3ov 

> ' ~t, > ~ >f: I I r.:, ~ , 0 ~ 
aUTOV EOWKEV aUTO£<; EsOUULav TEKva OEOV ryEVEU a£, TOL<; 

W'tUTEVovu1,v el~ TD Ovoµa aLIToV. If to believers the power 
is given to become sons of God, then they are not such in 
virtue of their faith : there is necessary beyond this a 
special gift of God (EOWKEv). And as, in the immediately 
following words, this divine sonship is explained as a 
"/E"f€VlffJU0a, €/C TOU 0€>..~µaTO<; TOU E>Eou, it cannot be 
regarded as simply equivalent to the human acting of faith; 
but the divine causality is there brought prominently forward 
which makes us the children of God. The second passage 
is in John iii. In the fourth verse the 'Yf'YEVVrJa-0a, &vw0Ev 

is described as a ,YE"/€VVTJU0a, EiC TOU voaTO<; Ka£ 'lrVEvµaTO<; ; 

it is therefore marked out as an act of God, or rather 
as the communication of the Divine Spirit. But then 
Christ answers the question of Nicodemus, 'lrW<; ouvaTa£ 

-raUTa ,yEviu0ai,-whicb was by no means an exclamation 
in the wondering rhetorical form of interrogation, but 
literally a simple question : " In what way, through what 
means, is such a total renewal possible ? "-Christ answers 
it, we affirm, summarily by the requirement of faith : 
"Dost thou, the celebrated teacher of the law, so little 
know the law 1 " As, in the Old Testament, the people 
stung by serpents were saved by believing on the sign 
divinely lifted up, so in the New Testament men are saved 
by faith in the divine sign of the Son of man lifted up. 
Thus through faith ouvarat TaUTa "/EVEU0ai; and still this 
Taura is, according to vers. 2 and 3, a divine act, the 
,YE,YEVVTJU0at EK 7rVEvµaTo<;. Between these two, the human 
faith and the divine act, there is no contrariety, but a 
synthesis is necessary. In order to the "/E"/EVVrJu-0a, J,c rou 

Brnu there must be, first of all, an infusion of the a-7rEpµa 

BEou, the divine germ of life, and this represents the one 
element. As, however, the ryEryEVVYJu-0ai is not a new 
creation, but rather a renewal or transformation, the new life 
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can come to realization only as it stamps its impress on the 
oriainal elements of man's nature, and makes that its organ; 

0 

or, in other words, as the subject under the operation unites 
himself and is conjoined with the divine rnrlpµa. Now this 
latter element is the 7r{o-nr,. When, then, our passage says 
that every one who believeth is born of God, the ideas of 
subject and predicate are not in themselves of equal com­
prehension, that of the subject is narrower than that of the 
predicate; and it is only established that where faith, the 
act demanded on the part of man, is present, there certainly 
also the divine act, the impartation of the Spirit, may be 
found also; and thus the existence of the former is a 
sufficient and satisfactory sign of the reality of sonship. 
Where, however, a 7e7evv710-0ai J,c -rov Beau is experienced, 
-this is the further meaning of the verse,-a relation is 
proved not only to Him who begets, but also to those 
begotten of Him, that is, to the brethren. 

VERSE 2. 

'Ev TOV'Ttp "f£V6JO-ICOµev C)T£ arya'TT'wµev -ra -rl,cva TOV Beou, 
()TaV TOV Beov a1ya7rwµev ,cal -ras EVToXas av-rov T'T}pwµev. 

But it is not the apostle's purpose to show that love to 
God and love to the brethren must go hand in hand ; this 
is only the basis of the subsequent exposition, that our 
relation to God must lay down the standard for our love to 
the brethren. The two verses, therefore, are connected as the 
more general and the more particular. The thought pre­
sented by the new verse is, however, in itself very striking. 
If it said that brotherly love rests upon the divine love, 
and that the latter is the causa essendi of the former, this 
would be perfectly clear. But what of the causa cogno­
scenrli ? Has not St. John at the close of the former 
explained simply that brotherly love is the token of the 
love of God, indeed the only evidence of it ? First, it is to 
be observed that not the love of God in itself is the ap­
proving mark of brotherly love, but as connected with the 
addition ,cal Ta,,; EVToXa,r; av-rov T7Jpwµev, while the relation 
between this love to God and obedience to His command­
ments is laid down in the first clause of the third verse: 



CHAP. V. 2, 289 

herein consists the love of God ; there is no other than that 
which approves itself in obedience. The same relation 
between love and practical obedience we find in John 
xiv. 31 : Z'va ryvrj, o KO<JJW<;, OT£ arya1rw 'TOll 1ra-repa, Kat, 

«a06J<; Ellf.Td'A.aTO µot a 'TT'UT~P, 01/TCA) 'TT'Otw, where certainly 
the clause with on shovs how the world is to recognise 
the love of Christ to His Father. Compare also John 
xiv. 15 : Ed,11 a7a7I"UTE µE, /Cat Tit<; El/TOAIZ<; µov T'TJP~<J"aTf.. 

But what does this mean, what the commandments 
which are here spoken of? Do they mean brotherly love? 
Impossible, for then the sense would be pure tautology: we 
know our brotherly love by this, that we keep the com­
mandment of loving the brethren ; or, in other words, he 
that hath brotherly love hath it. It is the following verse, 
rather, which specifies the contents of the EVTOXal 0f.ov, 
that is, in the vi«av -rov «0<1"µ011. As the world is van­
quished, the kingdom of God is built up; these two are 
not separate and distinct factors; they are inseparably 
bound up with each other. Accordingly, the evToXat 0t0v 
are no other than what St. John had laid down in eh. iii. 
as the 1rotf.'i11 -r~v oi«ato<J"v11'1}11. And now we may take a 
complete survey of the apostle's thought. Besides the 
genuine Christian brotherly love there is another, a purely 
natural love, which, however, is in fact only a sublimated 
egoism, and concerning which in its various forms the word 
of St. James holds good, that it is in its gradation e1rlryotor;, 

,Jrvxi«1, oaiµovul,o'TJ<;. These may in their most amiable 
and seductive aspects easily enough suggest the enoneous 
idea that in them the commandment of the apostle is ful­
filled. Now, whether the love is a thoroughly Christian 
sentiment, a love towards the -re«va 0Eou, flowing from the 
'Yf.'Yf.llll'YJ<1'0at EiC -rou 0eoii, we may surely judge by the answer 
to the question whether we practise the oi«ato<1'VV'1J, or, 
negatively, whether we overcome the world. Every imagin­
able exhibition of brotherly love approves itself as Christian, 
and therefore genuine, by this, that. it is a stone contributed 
to the house or kingdom of God, a blow dealt to the king­
dom of darkness ; only as we are the performers of the 
divine will and conscious of divine ends, can we recognise 

1ro~ T 
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ourselves as (J/ya7rOJV'rer; Td: Tf./CVa TOU eeou; for only then 
has our deportment any reference to men as they are chil­
dren of God. At the close of the previous chapter it was 
said that brotherly love alone was the test by which we 
must try our love to God ; because, as we saw in ver. 21, 
there is no obedience towards God possible which should 
not be at the same time and equally a working and striving 
and living for the brethren. Here we have the converse. 
If we build up the kingdom of God, the same thing as lay­
ing low the kingdom of the world, then we give a plain 
token of true brotherly love ; for there is no genuine love 
to God's children which has not in itself this mark or this 
tendency. In sum, the love of God and charity to our 
fellow-Christians confirm, corroborate, and approve each 
other reciprocally: the one idea cannot be considered per­
fect without the supplement of the other. And here, then, 
we have found the most absolute synthesis between the two 
leading thoughts or aspects of truth which govern the whole 
Epistle, the ,cowwvLa µeTd- Tou Beau and the ,cowwvla µeTd­

Twv aoeXcpwv. As objects of thought, or ideas in the mind, 
we may hold these apa-rt ; but in the reality of life they 
cannot be disjoined. And, looked at from this point of 
view, our exposition of eh. ii. 3 seq. receives a confirmatory 
light. We perceived there, regarding only the context, that 
all the commandments of God in the end are gathered up 
in that one focus of brotherly love; and the point we have 
just been establishing must make that appear perfectly 
natural: in fact, all other precepts are summed up in this ; 
as, on the other hand, the presence of obedience towards 
God in any other supposable respects must in the long 
run react upon or lead up to brotherly love. 

But the form of the sentence in our verse demands some 
further consideration. The construction Jv TovT<p ryivw­

u,coµev ... Eav is common enough both in the Gospel and in 
our Epistle ; but we never find Ev TOUT<[) rywwu,coµev oTav 

save in this place. That 3Tav is never elsewhere used by 
St. John with a conditional meaning, will make us hesitate 
about taking it so here. ''Ornv is primarily, just as oTe, a 
particle of time; the uv allded to this certainly introduces 
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a conditional clement, without interfering with the idea of 
time in it : either its force is to define the action as in­
definite and often recurring, on each recurrence, however, 
having a specific result (whenever); or it means that the 
time of its recurrence is to be expected in the future (when 
once). Here the former is the case: in every such sup­
posed case (&v) there must concur simultaneously (~re) 
with brotherly love obedience also; and it is precisely in 
the fact of the latter ( Jv -rourrp) that we are confident in 
discerning the former. Whether we are to read at the 
close of the verb 7rotwµev or T'TJpwµev is essentially matter 
of indifference ; yet the circumstance that Cod. A omits the 
next line down to the second T'TJpwµ,ev, seems to indicate 
that the eye of the transcriber might easily go astray and 
wander to the following clause, and thus the T'TJpwµev of the 
third verse was wrongly brought forward into the second, 
in which originally the unusual evro~as 7ro,e'iv stood. 

VERSE 3. 

AvT'TJ ry&p €U-TW ~ arya'Tr'TJ TOV eeov, 7va ras lvro)...a,c;. 
aVTOV T'TJpwµev. ,cal, ai f.VTOM), aVTOV /3ape'ia, OUK elu-tv. 

The first clause of the third verse has been made clear 
so far as its meaning goes : the strict connection between 
love of God and obedience, introduced before in passing, is 
here expressly established. This is the substance (avT'TJ 
iu-rlv), and this is, at the same time, the tendency (7va) of 
love to fulfil the commandments of God. And that follows. 
not only from the idea of love, but also from the way in 
which it was brought into our hearts. If love is the 
reference of my I to another I, love to God is the reference 
and subjection of my will to the will divine; and if the 
genesis of love to God is the fact that His prevenient love 
has been infused into my nature, then, again, the will of 
God must have become my will. And this obedience to 
the divine precept, thus demanded, the apostle proceeds to 
say, is easy; comp. Matt. xi. 30. Assm:edly, the expression 
{3ape'ia, means, primarily, pressing or hard, not " easy to be 
fulfilled ; " but as the commandments are pressing or hard 
only from the fact that we cannot fulfil them, or fulfil them 
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only with pains, the two meanings come to one and the same 
thing. God's laws are not termed light in themselves, as if, 
that is, they did not require anything heavy or difficult; 
for, strictly speaking, nothing is easy and nothing difficult 
of itself; all difficulty lies simply in the relation between 
the thing concerned and the power of the person concerned. 
Only to the Christian are the divine commandments easy; 
because, in the power of faith, of that faith which links him 
with Christ, there is the strength of union between his will 
and the divine will But in the spiritual domain the 
measure of the will is also ever the measure of the power. 
:Every sin rests not only on a deficiency of power, but also 
on a deficiency of will. 

VERSE 4. 

r, O'Tt 7rQ,v TO ryeyevvTJµ.ivov €,c Toti 0EoV VtlC~ Tdv ,cJcrµov, 
\ r/ , \ f , f / \ f t 1 

,cai avT'Y) eunv 'Y) V£/C'Y) 'Y) V£ICT)CTaCTa TOV ICOCTJJ-OV, 1J 'TT'LCTTL<; 

71µ,wv. 
The reason which makes the law of God become easy is 

given in ver. 4a. The commandments are hard only through 
a certain opposition which thwarts them and hinders their 
being obeyed. This depends upon the power of the world, 
the ,couµo~. The world, as the kingdom of darkness, per­
vaded through and through with powers of evil ( compare on 
eh. ii. 15), has evermore the tendency to act in opposition 
to the divine will; and inasmuch as all that is earthly has 
in and for itself this tendency, so all obedience towards 
God must be wrested, so to speak, out of the power of the 
world. The manifold temptations which issue from the 
im0vµ{a and the axa,ove{a; that dependence on the visible 
which is inborn in all men; the sins also which predominate 
at any period and throw thetr influence on all things accord­
ingly, an influence purely of this earth : all these are the 
issues and outgoings of the ,couµo~ which is by us to be 
renounced and vanquished. But what is the power which 
shall gain the abiding victory in a war like this, which shall 
in fact permanently conquer (present v£,c~) ? What is the 
might that is eL1ual to this ? 7rav T6 ,ye,yevv'Y)µJvov EiC Tov 
Beou. This phrase in the neuter, after the manner of St. 
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John in some other applications where persons are really 
meant (comp. John iii. 16, vi. 37, xvii. 2), is, however, not 
to be at once regarded as identical with '11"aVT€r; at "f€"f€VV'f/­

µJva,. The distinction makes itself easily felt on considera­
tion : this latter phrase would make the person prominent ; 
such and such men, so furnished, conquer; but St. John's 
expression places in the foreground the power by which 
they conquer, the divine cause, working in the personality, 
which carries away the victory. The divine energy, the 
~ower of light, wherever it truly works ('11"av), does without 
exception (vuc~) win the cause and triumph over the world 
as the seat of all darkness. Now, because this victory is so 
absolutely a thing of necessity, therefore the divine com­
mandments which require and enforce this victory cannot 
be grievous. 

What power is there that can successfully oppose the 
world, which is the sphere of the transitory (comp. eh. 
ii. 1 7, o «6uµor; '11"ap{L"f€Ta£) because it is the sphere of the 
visible (comp. 2 Cor. iv. 18, Tit ~e7r6µ€va '11"pou«aipa, TO oe 
µ~ ff}.,€1r6µ€va alwvta), save that power the nature of whieh 
is, according to Heb. xi. 1, to have commerce with the 
invisible ( ov /3Xmoµ€va ), that is, the virtue of faith ? The 
three clauses, vers. 4a, 4b, 5, are so related to each other 
that this victorious energy is in each case brought into 
clearer definition. First, we have it in general that this 
victory depends upon regeneration; then, more distinctly, 
it is so far as the divine birth evokes faith ; finally, in 
ver. 5, that this faith is, more particularly viewed, a faith 
in Jesus as the Son of God. In the words vt«,,, IIL/Cnuaua, 

two elements of thought are combined,-that is to say, 
while the 12...erf~ct VL«nuaua leads us to think of the armour 
!rnd stress of the combat that wins the fight, v{K,'f/ gives 
simply the result of the contest. There is no need to ex­
plain away one in order to make the other clearer: both 
should have their full expression. In believing itself, the 
world is already virtually overcome ; and faith has ever 
vanquished from the beginning, being the armour or the 
means to which victory is always attached. On the other 
hand, faith is also the victory itself~ for it is the result of 



THE FIRST EPISTLE OF S1'. JOH:f. 

the conflict: through believing I vanquish the world, and 
win for myself as a prize the same faith ; so that it can 
now, as the result, unfold without fatal opposition all its 
force. But inasmuch as faith involves in itself, germinally, 
a victory over the world, its development takes place in 
actual life through a series of crises or stages ; it becomes 
gradually manifest in all its character. Even as Christ 
Himself had already conquered and slain the wor1d and its 
prince, while yet this victory has to be brought out into 
external manifestation gradually in the history of the king­
dom of God, and through that history, which is no other 
than the more and more perfect dying out of Satan's power 
and the more and more nearly approaching death-struggle 
of Satan himself: so also is our faith, as reflecting the whole 
work of its Lord in itself, essentially and in germ the com­
pleted victory, while yet this victory must find its external 
and full expression only through a series of stages and 
processes. The "fE"fEvviJu0at £IC Tou 0Eou-that is, the 
indwelling of the Divine Spirit in us-is the principle of the 
victory, faith ; as the union and conjunction of our own I 
with this Divine Spirit, this principle becomes energetic and 
effectual in individual acts. 

VERSE 5. 

Ttr; €uTiv O VtKWv TDv ,cOuµov, €l µ; 0 7rtuTe6ruv STt 

'l'T}UOV<; f<J'T£V O vio<; TOV 0€ou; 
And that faith is no other than faith in Jesus as the Son 

of God : according to eh. iii. 8, it was the work of Christ 
to destroy or undo the works of Satan ; and His work 
specifically as the Son of God. He could say 0apuE'iTE £"fW 
vEv{K'T}Ka Tov ,coa-µ,ov (John xvi. 33); and faith in Him, full 
fellowship with Him, reflects aU His work even in us. 
Thus the close of our section, ver. 5, most exactly returns 
again to its beginning, ver. 1. Birth of God, faith, and the 
accomplishment of the divine will, which constitute the 
victory over the world, are exhibited in their combination 
and interdependence, and at the same time as evidence of 
brotherly love. 
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VERSES 6-11. 

OvTo, E(]'Ttv O EA06Jv Ot' i5oaTO, /Cal a7µaTor;, 'I 71a-ovr; 0 
Xpia-Tor;, DUil f.V T<p voan µovov, ai\.i\.' f.V T<tJ i5oan /Cat T<tJ 

~I \ \ ,... I , \ ,.. rf \ ,.. , 

aiµan. /Cai TO 'TrVEvµa E(]'Tl TO µapTvpovv OTl TO 'TrVEVf.J,(l 

f.(]'Ttv ;, ai\.~0Eia. Zn TpE'i, Ela-w ot µapTvpovvTE, [ f.V T<p 

oupavf, o 'TraTTJp, o i\.o'Yo,, ,cat TO /J;yiov 'TrVEVµa. /Ca£ OVTOl 

oi TpH, EV ela-i. /Cat Tpe'i, Eiaw oi µ,apTvpovvTE<; Jv Tf, 'Yfi], 

TO 'TrVEVµ,a, /Cat TO iJowp, /Cat TO atµ,a. /Cat oi Tpe'i, El, TO €V 

eia-iv. El T1]V µapTvp{av TWV av0pw-rrwv i\.aµf3avoµ,Ev, ;, 

µapTVpta TOIJ Beou µett;wv f.a-Ttv· OTt ai5T71 f.(]'TtV 71 µapTVpta 

TOIJ Beou, f/v µeµapTvp711C€ 7rEpt TOIJ viofi aUTOU. 'O '1fl(]'­

T€VWV El, TOV viov TOU Brnv, ixei T~V µapTvplav f.V fovnj, 
f' \ I ""' £:\ ,.. ,.,,, I I ' \ tl , 

0 µ71 'Tfl(]'TEVWV up oerp, 't' €VUT7lV 'TrE'TrOl7lll€V aVTOV, on ov 

'iT"E-rr{a-TeV/CEV El, TrJV µapTvp[av, f/v J.J,Eµ,apTup711CEV a Bea<; 7rEp£ 

TOIJ viov aUTOU. Kal avT71 f.(]'TtV ;, µapTvpfa, OTl l;wnv 

alwviov EOW/C€V 71µ,'iv a Bea,, «al aUT7l ;, t;w7] f.V n'p virj, 
, ~ , 

Q,UTOV €UTW, 

Thus, then, it appears that the section we have just been 
considering forms one whole with that of eh. iv. 19-21 ; 
but we observe that there is in it one distinct clement, which 
carries us back again to the beginning of the Epistle. In 
the middle of its first sentence it was declared that the 
i\.o'Yo, T7J, l;w71, would form the contents of it ; that St. 
John's purpose was to give an annunciation concerning 
Christ; and if not to exhibit His person, yet to exhibit His 
work in us. He had then in his first main division described 
the interior religious character of the Christian life in its 
relation to God and to the brethren ; in the second, the 
external confirmation of this as a token of a right posture 
towards God and man, and as therefore a condition of true 
Christian joy. But all this is subsumed under a higher 
aim : not for its own sake, but for the sake of an annuncia­
tion 7repl Tau i\.o'You T7J, t;w71,. The relation to Him-that 
is, to Christ the Son of God-it was to which his final aim 
was directed. But this relation is in the New Testament 
phraseology embraced and expressed by the idea of 7r{a-n, ; 

and in here introducing this, the apostle rounds off the 
Epistle into unity; he seems to declare that the design laiu. 
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down in eh. i. 1 seq. was in this at length fulfilled. But 
there is one element in the Introduction which has not yet 
had justice done to it, having only once, eh. iv. 14, been 
touched upon in passing: the idea of µapTvpta. What other 
was the purport of the copious sentence of eh. i. 1 seq., with 
its so emphatic development of one idea, but the guarantee 
and witness of the truth of the apostolic tendency ? This 
element is now, in the section eh. v. 6-12, taken up again, 
although in another form than what it assumed in eh. i. 1. 
All that the apostle had aimed to teach he had now taught: 
luminous and distinct, complete and self-contained, lies the 
full development of his thought before us. He has estab­
lished the true relation towards God and the brethren ; the 
Trap/n1ula, as the result even in relation to the t(~b) ~;,~ Cli' ; 
the xapa T€T€).,€twµEV'f/ is guaranteed and secured; while all 
this rests upon the outgoings of 7r{un,; in the divine Son of 
God. On this last, therefore, rests the superstructure of the 
whole. This faith must accordingly in itself be a spiritual 
possession, absolute and unconquerable; its object must 
have the strongest possible confirmation and assurance. To 
show that this is so remains now the apostle's final problem. 

The idea of µap-rvpta, which, apart from these explana­
tions, must appear to the most superficial and external 
observation the centre of all that follows, is one that has a 
remarkable prominence throughout the J ohannaean writings. 
This idea appears at the beginning, and recurs at the end 
of all the three greater documents which we have received 
from St. John. In the Apocalypse he commences, eh. i. 2, 
with the vindication of his trustworthiness : <><; iµ.apTvp'f/uE 
TDV ).,oryov TOV Ehov Kat T~V µapTvptav , I 'f}UOV XptUTOV oua 

TE d8E11. It is matter of indifference whether the Jµap­
TVP'f/UEII referred to the work itself which he was beginning, 
or to the earlier written Gospel, or to his general and ordinary 
oral ministry : in any case, it is the drift of the apostle to 
introduce a guarantee of his veracity by the mention of his 
eye-witness-ship (oua TE EWE). So, again, at the close of 
the book, eh. xxii., its contents are summed up again and 
again as a µapTvpfa of our Lord. The Gospel, in its turn, 
goes on, after the prologue, with the µ.apTvp{a of the Baptist, 
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eh. i. 18 seq., and ends with that of the evangelist himself, 
eh. xxi. 2 4. And, finally, our Epistle begins with the 
personal testimony of the apostle, while it ends with that of 
God Himself. But to return, the body of the Gospel gives 
the same prominent part to the idea of the µ,apnJpE'iv: the 
valid and sufficient witness which the Lord has to appeal 
to in His controversies with the Jews is a thought which 
is constantly on His lips. In particular, He appeals in His 
own behalf again and again-compare John v. 32, viii. 18, 
xv. 26 (strictly speaking, it is the Holy Ghost who is 
referred to in this last)-to the witness of His God to His 
nuss10n. Now it is precisely this, as we have seen, which 
is spoken of in our present passage. It is true that in 
ver. 6 the witness is that of the Spirit; in ver. 8, that of 
water, and blood, and the Spirit; but as from ver. 9 onwards 
THE witness of God is spoken of (mark the article) without 
any kind of specification as to the manner or the medium 
in which this testimony reaches us, it follows from this last 
circumstance, as well as from the definite article, that the 
water, and the blood, and the Spirit have no independent 
meaning of their own, but are only the mediating repre­
sentations of the divine testimony. They together form, in 
fact, the µ,apTupta Tou fhou. 

We have here, however, two things sharply to distinguish. 
First comes the question as to the substanee of the witness 
of God: what does it testify? This question is fully and 
clearly answered in ver. 11, avT'T} JaTtV 71 µ,apTUp{a, on t<iJhv 

aiwvwv €0<iJIC€V iJµ,'i,v a 0e6~ ,cal aUT'T} 11 t(i)h Jv T<p ui<j, avTOV 

iaTw; but it is also, in a more condensed form, contained 
in ver. 6. However, if we are content for a time with the 
perfectly clear answer in ver. 11, we perceive that the 
object of the divine testimony is the eternal life sealed for 
us in the Son of God : He is the possessor ( Jv avT<j, Jan), 
and He is the mediator, of this life. The second question 
is this: by what means does God bear His witness? And 
its answer : by water, blood, Spirit. Now we have in the 
substance of the divine testimony, given to us in ver. 11, 
a standard by which we may measure and ascertain the 
correctness of our interpretation of these three witnesses. 
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They must be such as can testify concerning Jesus as the 
possessor of eternal life, and as the giver of eternal life to 
us. In what sense, then, do the water, the blood, the Spirit 
furnish this witness for Christ ? 

In order to explain the water and the blood, we must 
consider the twofold relation which they here assume. 
First, they are witnesses, or media of the testimony, -P]v 
µeµapTvp7JKEv o Eh?i, 71'epl Tov viov : the water and the 
blood must therefore represent some divine act, some divine 
institution, in virtue of which God appears in behalf of 
Christ. Secondly, it is to be observed that Christ Himself 
is said to have come oi' iJoaTO, Kai, a7µaTO',. Now, as St. 
John uses always the word "come," or the i!pxeu0at, con­
cerning Christ, as a vox solernnis which refers to the coming 
of Jesus as the Messiah,-not to His being born generally, 
but to His manifestation as Saviour of the world,-the pro­
position before us must needs signify that Jesus attained 
His Messianic position through water and blood. These 
two are therefore not only the pledge of His divine sonship, 
but at the same time the powers through which He was 
constituted the Saviour: the water and the blood must, 
accordingly, be pointed to as constitutive factors in the life 
of the Redeemer. Before, however, we look more closely 
at the sense in which this is true, we must first justify the 
phraseology we have just used. We have, that is, described 
the testimony here concerned, now as witnessing His divine 
sonsbip, and now as witnessing His Messianic activity,-that 
is, as at once testimony to His person and as testimony 
also to His work. For this double way of describing it we 
have the apostle's own wananty ; for in ver. 11 he refers 
both to the gift of life and to the bringer of life as the 
object of the divine witness. And, in fact, the one is 
involved in the other: He who is to give the life must first 
have it in Himself; and He who has it in Himself is 
thereby declared to be the Son of God, according to John 
V 9 6 "' " \ ,, ~ \ , t' .... rl ,,~ \ . ~ , WU71'Ep O 7raT17p exet ~W'T}V EV EaVT~, OVTW', EOWKE Kat 

T<p vii, t;w~v i!xetv ev iavT<j,. He who i!xei Jv fovT~-;, life is 
thereby demonstrated to be the Son of God; and He who 
shall give life to others must iv fovnj, i!xeiv that life. 
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Thus in reality the divine sonship and the l\Iessiahship of 
Jesus are bound up together. 

Bnt what manner of water is that, concerning which so 
great things are said? Primarily, we are led to think of 
the baptism which Christ received at the hands of John 
the Baptist. In truth, He was by that baptism inaugurated 
into His Messianic function : the three Synoptists make this 
point of view abundantly prominent; and at the first glance 
it seems therefore perfectly intelligible, when it is said ot' 
voaTo<,, that He came as the Messiah by this baptismal 
water, that this event was the_medium of His introduction 
to His Christly function, and fitted Him to enter on it. 
nut we must bethink ourselves to examine this closely. 
1,Vhat prepared Jesus for His office was not the baptismal 
water, but the communication of the Spirit connected 
with His baptism. In our sacramental Christian baptism, 
indeed, the water and the impartation of the Spirit through 
the rite are so inseparably united, that the one word water 
may well be used to signify the whole, including the 
heavenly blessing : the earthly sign and the heavenly 
reality are in the sacrament indissolubly one. But it was 
quite otherwise in the baptism of John. That was assuredly 
no sacramental act, and certainly did not of itself confer 
the Holy Ghost: whence, indeed, John himself could say, 
that, in contrast with his own baptism, Christ would 
baptize with the Holy Ghost: compare John i. 33, o 

I •'• (.) 'J': ' ff~ , ~ f '> , ,J..' ,\ • 7reµ,'1' a<, µ,e ,-,a'TT'n,.eiv ev voan, E/CEWO'> µ,oi E£7rEV' E'f' ov av 

rov<, 7'0 'TT'Vevµ,a ,ca-ra/3a'ivov . •'• OVTO', f.U"TtV o {3a7rr{tc,JV ev 

'TT'vEvµ,an a,ry{rp. The communication of the Spirit, of which 
our Lord at His baptism was the object, was not itself 
connected by any means with that baptism as such; but 
it was an extraordinary event, which was attached to it. 
John's baptism and Christian baptism are in antithesis to 
each other : in the former, man is, primarily, the giver ; in 
the latter, he is the receiver. He who submitted to John's 
rite laid down this confession: as the water cleanses my 
body, so will I henceforth dedicate my soul to God in pure 
service. Anything like an extraordinary supematural gift 
of God to man was not by any means connected with this 
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act. Thus, if the question here is of the inauguration oi 
Christ to His office, the designation of baptism by iJowp 
would be altogether unsuitable ; since the introduction to 
His function was not by baptism in itself, but by the gift 
of the Spirit 1 not necessarily connected with that rite. 
Moreover, the water of Christ's baptism cannot by any 
means be exhibited as a witness of His divine mission: 
this external rite was in fact one common to the Lord and 
many besides, which therefore did not involve of itself any 
such virtue of special testimony. The voice which sounded 
from heaven, or the Spirit who wo-E~ 7TEpto-TEpa descended 
on Jesus, might indeed have this virtue; but they would 
not be designated by fiowp, because, as we have seen, the 
baptism of John did not necessarily include the gift of the 
Spirit. 

We must therefore look about for another interpretation 
of the fiowp. Does it signify Christian baptism? It is 
clear that this, in contradistinction to that of John, may 
well be described by iJowp ; since that essential and neces­
sary interpretation of water and Spirit, form and matter, is 
found in it which is absent from John's baptism. And the 
phrase o EA06Jv ot' fioarni; is thus perfectly intelligible. 
The Baptist himself comprises the whole work of Christ in 
this, that He would baptize with the Holy Ghost and with 
.fire. Even the fact that the baptismal sacrament was in­
stituted only at the end of our Lord's ministry would not 
stand obstinately in the way of this explanation; for the 
proper unfolding of the Messianic activity of Christ, to 
which the lpxEa-0at refers, actually attained its consumma­
tion only at the end of His course upon earth. We should 

1 It may seem strange that, according to the consentient narratives of the 
evangelists, Jesus first received the Holy Ghost in connection with His 
baptism, whereas He was filled with the Spirit in His mother's womb. The 
solution of the difficulty lies in the distinction between the Spirit as a prin­
ciple filling His personal life, and the Spirit as an official gift for communica­
tion to others. This distinction finds a more distant analogy in the fact that 
among men the knowledge of a matter does not involve either the vocation 
or. the gift to appear as a witness and teacher concerning it, which latter is 
wont to be matured by definite experiences. A nearer analogy lies in the 
double impartation of the Spirit to the disciples on the evening of the resur· 
rection and on the morning of Pentecost. 
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indeed expect to read Jpxoµevor; ; since the historically 
completed fact of the manifestation of the Messiah in the 
world was not consummated by means of the baptismal 
sacrament ; rather in it He continuously comes as the 
Saviour and Redeemer of ILen. Another reason for reject­
ing this view is suggested by the way in which the f58wp 
and the aXµa are here placed in correlation or opposition : 
for Christian baptism itself includes a reference to the 
death, and therefore to the blood of Christ, according to the 
Pauline declaration of Rom. vi. 3, elr; Tov 0civaTOv auTov 
i/3a1rT{(j017µ,ev. Now, where it is said that Christ came not 
by water alone, but by water and blood, there is ascribed to 
each of these elements a specific matter : there is somewhat 
in the blood which is not found in the water. But, as we 
have seen that in the baptismal sacrament water and blood 
are together efficient, the interpretation which makes the 
water the sacrament of baptism is not altogether suitable. 
And this objection is strengthened when we consider the 
peculiar position which St. John assumes to the sacraments 
generally. We certainly find in his Gospel passages which 
must be referred incidentally to the sacraments, having in 
them their highest fulfilment and truth ; but we find no 
reference to the institution of these rites, nor indeed any 
mention of them as such, In John vi. our Lord speaks of 
the eating of His flesh and drinking Ilis blood, and the 
words in question doubtless allude also to the holy supper ; 
but the explanation of eating by the idea of faith itself 
shows that the paragraph is primarily to be understood as 
a symbolic way of teaching the full and living appropria­
tion of Christ Himself ( €"f6J o &pTor; T1J<; twiJr;) and of His 
atonement (alµa). Similarly, when John iii. speaks of 
regeneration of water and the Spirit, the words certainly 
allude to the water of baptism; indeed they cannot be read 
by Christian people without bringing this allusion to their 
consciousness. But the very fact that there existed at the 
time no sacrament of baptism, that therefore Nicodemus, to 
whom the words were applied, could not, if this were their 
only meaning, have understood them, indicates that the 
water also must primarily be accepted in its symbolical 
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sense. Now, as we have seen that our Epistle never in any 
passage goes beyond the circle of thought prescribed by the 
Gospel, this of itself roust make us suspicious of accepting 
a reference to the sacraments as the direct and exclusive 
meaning of our present passage. 

Thus we are led to make the experiment, whether the 
same interpretation of vowp which applies everywhere to 
the Gospel may not be here also applicable,-that is, in 
effect, the symbolical. A test of this method of interpreta­
tion we have in the fact that the meaning of the water in 
our text must be different from that of the blood : this 
latter must involve an element which the former has not; 
while both must be available and equally valid as witnesses 
for Christ. Now at the outset we find the symbolical use 
of the vowp in John iv., "he that drinketh of the water 
that I shall give shall never thirst;" and, further, in John 
vii. 38, "he that believeth on me, out of his body shall 
flow rivers of living water." In these passages we must 
understand by the water the new and saving life, which 
springs up fresh and clear as from a fountain : compare the 
'TT''TJ"/at 'Tou uw'T'T/p{ov of Isa. xii. 3, and Ps. xxiii. 2. On the 
other hand, the washing with water is in the Old Testa­
ment ritual the means of purification ; and the water very 
frequently elsewhere occurs with this meaning, apart from 
the legal observances. The two symbolical applications 
must not be sundered, for they rest on the same funda­
mental ideas : water is the symbol, not only of the attain­
ment of purification, that is, of holiness, but of the possession 
of it as the result. Thus we find it in. the passage, John 
iii. 5, which is fundamental for the meaning of our present 
text : the new birth of water and of the Spirit describes 
the production of new and pure and saving life, vowp, 
through the Holy Ghost, 'TT'veuµ,a. Thus the relation of the 
water and the Lloocl is clear, at least clear in general : iu 
the blood lies the element of propitiation ; this is wanting 
in the water, which points rather to redemption. Regenera­
tion is, in fact, primarily not so much the expiation of the 
past, as the implanting of a new nature, the establishing of 
c::tlvation.. That negative aspect, according to which the 
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XovTpov 7raAl"/'YEVEU{ar; becomes at the same time /3a7rTta-µoc; 
elr; &<pea-iv aµapnwv (Acts ii. 38), is introduced first by the 
above-mentioned reference to the death of Christ. Accord­
ingly, the i5owp would here be the symbol of the new 
divine life, filled and replenished with purifying energies, 
which the Redeemer has brought. In virtue (ouf) of this 
power existing in Himself, as the source of the fountain 
(John iv.), He came as the Messiah (1}\Be~): only because 
He had this life of salvation and coulcl impart it to us was 
He fitted to be the Messiah. And, at the same time, the 
fact that the powers of a new and saving life came from 
Christ, is the witness that legitimates Him as the Son of 
God. For, as we unfolded at the outset of our discussion, 
He who can impart life is thereby guaranteed as the pos­
sessor of it, and, moreover, therefore attested to be the Son 
of God. So far we are led by the principle of a purely 
symbolical interpretation; it must be admitted, however, 
as the exegetical feeling of every one will suggest, that the 
interpretation of i5owp thns arrived at is not at all points 
satisfactory and sufficient. But before we penetrate further, 
we must deal in a similar way with the alµa for its 
preliminary symbolical exposition. 

That the alµa is not to be understood, primarily at h,ast, 
of the sacrament of the altar, is shown-apart from what 
has been already said, which partly applies here also- by 
the fact that there is in the New Testament no allusion to 
the Lord's Supper, which mentions only the blood. But 
we have in our Epistle itself one passage which expresses 
to us the significance of the blood of Christ, and from 
which, therefore, we must not in our interpretation of the 
present text without strong necessity depart: it is in eh. 
ii. 2 (also eh. iv. 10), where the iXauµor;, the propitiaLion, 
is described as the result of the death of the Redeemer. 
And to this we must add eh. i. 7, -ro aiµa '1'1}a-ou Xpiu-rou 
Ka0apt,Et ~µa,r; a7r(J 7T'(J,(j'7}<; aµap-r/ar;. Accordingly St. John 
says here that Christ, by means of His propitiatory death, 
came forward as the Messiah ; that in this lay the realiza­
tion of His work as the Saviour. And this atoning power, 
w hie,h proceeds from Him and fills His being (1jX0ev i 11 
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aZµ,an), is the second witness which God bears to Him. It 
demonstrates that He in whom such power dwells is the 
Son of God. 

This symbolical interpretation of the vowp and aXµ,a by 
no means excludes the possibility that the sacraments are 
also included in these expressions. It is, in fact, not 
fortuitous that in baptism the water, in the Eucharist the 
blood, assume so prominent a place; it was so appointed, 
because in the former the renewal of the power of life, the 
purifying and saving energy of the Spirit, is the main 
point ; in the latter, the appropriation of the atonement 
lying in the blood of Jesus. Indeed, with baptism also is 
connected the forgiveness of sins, and therefore expiation, 
and with the Eucharist renewal to pure life ; but still in 
such a way that with baptism the element of the implanting 
of new life comes into the foreground, with the Eucharist 
the suppression of the sin indwelling in the flesh by the 
diffusion and penetration of the glorified body of Christ. 
·while, therefore, the reasons already alleged forbid our 
thinking of the sacraments primarily and exclusively, they 
are so far included as the symbolical meaning of the water 
and the blood finds in them its application, indeed its 
culminating application. Our passage, accordingly, ranks 
side by side with the third and sixth chapters of the 
Gospel. It is even probable that the thought of the 
sacraments, and the order in which they are received by 
Christians, prescribed the order of the words vowp tca~ 
atµa. 

But, as we said before, the interpretation thus reached 
does not perfectly satisfy. For, though vowp and aiµ,a 
often occur in St. John symbolically, or rather tropically, 
this does not explain how this tropical expression finds its 
way here. Instead of saying that the powers of the new 
life which Christ has brought testify for Him, to say that 
the water testifies for Him,-is and must ever be thought 
inexpressibly hard. In addition to this : granted that the 
blood is here a symbol of expiation, yet it is not as a mere 
trope, or figurative style of speaking; actual and true blood 
was shed and effected the propitiation, and therefore the 
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expression a!µ,a is perfectly intelligible in this connection. 
The blood, that is, the expiating blood of Christ poured out 
on the cross, witnesses to His divine sonship. But is not 
this precise background of reality altogether wanting in the 
vo'"P ? Is it not merely a purely figurative expression, and 
one that in this passage has no foundation for it assigned ? 
It would indeed be altogether different, if in the life of 
Christ-apart from His baptism, which we have found to 
be inapplicable for our purpose-there could be specified 
any point at which actual water appears in the higher 
symbolical sense we have indicated, thus giving our passage 
just such a concrete historical foundation as the blood has 
in it : such an event as we now contemplate would assume 
in the mind of the apostle and of his readers a place of 
peculiar prominence, so that the mention of the water 
would at once and necessarily suggest it. Now such an 
event is found ; and our whole passage would receive a 
rich illumination if it could be shown that it refers to 
John xix. 34: a passage the reference to which is so 
obvious that it is difficult not to point to it at once. It is 
not simply that in these two passages of Scripture alone 
blood and water are thus placed in juxtaposition; in both 
cases they are conjoined in an equally marked manner, with 
manifest emphasis ; and in both cases µ,apTvpEiv is the idea 
under the light of which the atµ,a and vowp are introduced. 
Now, if it can be shown that that water and that blood 
which are spoken of in the history of the passion are to be 
typically understood, that is, that there an external fact 
occurred which bore in it a deeper meaning; that, further, 
the interpretation of the type, or rather of the typical ideas 
vowp and aiµ,a, is there the same as we have discerned to be 
true in our present passage : then shall we be constrained to 
regard the passage in the Gospel as the foundation of this ; 
and similarly, the relation of these symbolical expressions, 
as well as the meaning we have discovered in them, will 
be demonstrated afresh and more fully illustrated. The 
only external reason which can be adduced in opposition 
to our reference to John xix. is this, that the blood comes 
first in the Gospel, while here the water has precedence. 

1 JOHN, U 
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Bnt the force of this objection is altogether neutralized by 
a consideration of two things. First, in the Gospel the 
apostle observes the order :in which the elements issued 
from the Lord's side, while here the water comes first on 
account of the reference, mentioned above, to the sacraments. 
Secondly, the difference urged has the less significance, 
because (presupposing the symbolical meaning of the water 
and the blood in the Gospel, which we shall confirm pre­
sently) the difference between redemption and propitiation 
is generally a fleeting one, the two ideas being involved in 
each other. 

Now let us examine John xix. 3 4 seq. more carefully. 
First of all, it is an altogether wrong view of the incident, that 
blood and water issued from the Redeemer, which sees in 
it only a demonstration that Jesus had actually died. It is 
not only the fact-often remarked-that Christian antiquity 
never had doubts about the reality of Christ's death, and 
that therefore so emphatic a demonstration of it might 
appear quite without reason; but to attain such an end the 
apostle is supposed to have adopted the worst possible 
means. At any rate, it would have been much simpler to 
say that the soldier pierced the heart of our Lord. More­
over, we can scarcely attribute to the evangelist so much 
physiological knowledge as to be aware that the dissolution 
of the blood into placenta and serum was a sure sign of 
consummated death: even granting that this can be proved, 
which we do not believe. How could a fact of such special 
peculiarity that its physiological explanation has not to the 
present day been arrived at, have been used as a decisive 
evidence of the death of Jesus ? Since these elements do not 
usually flow from a corpse any more than from a living body, 
the conclusion might have drawn with equal truth and un­
truth to the life of Christ, or His death not consummate. 
Rut the main point is this: the Old Testament citations 
introduced by ryap in ver,;. :36, 37 must, if it had been the 
apostle's design to confirm the fact of Christ's death, stand 
in some connection with that design. But we see no trace 
of such a connection. The quotations are no more linked 
with the flowing of blood and water than they are with the 
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certainty of our Lord's death. They furnish evidence that 
the piercing with the lance, and the pretermission of the 
breaking the legs, were predicted in the Old Testament : 
not, however, to establish the reality of these facts them­
selves, but to point out that He, as to whom that took 
place and this did not take place, was the Messiah. No 
bone of the paschal Lamb was to be broken ; ,Jesus there­
fore, by the circumstance that the crurifragium could not 
befall Him, was marked out as the paschal Lamb. They 
were to look on Him as Jehovah w horn they pierced : the 
piercing of the lance, therefore, marked out Jesus as 
Jehovah, as the Son of God. Thus all else that is recorded 
in this section was to demonstrate Jesus to be the Messiah 
and the Son of God : the flowing of blood and water from 
His side must be regarded from the same point of view. 
And that this is the only right one, appears from ver. 3 5 : 
o €Wpatcw<; µ,eµ,apTVP171C€, /Cat a)vT}0£1J~ f(jT£V aurov ri µ,aprupta, 

,ai,CE'ivo<; oloev OT£ aAiTJ017 AE,YH, Zva vµ,e'ir; 7T't(j'Tf.V'TJT€ OT£ 0 
'I'T}(jO!J<; f(jT£1J o Xpt(jTO<;, o via<; TOV 0eov. St. John says, 
o €wpa,cwr;: in this he includes in one whole all that he 
had related, the pouring out, therefore, of blood and water 
included ; and he declares all to be testimony that Jesus 
was the Son of God. If, indeed, the words quoted in ver. 35 
produce the impression that they record something mira­
culous, something so wonderful that it might appear 
incredible to the readers, this cannot refer so much to the 
piercing itself, which was not such a matter of wonder, but 
to the water and blood which flowed from the side of Jesus. 
I◄'or the fact of the piercing, and the pretermitted c1·uri­
fragium, the apostle can appeal to other witnesses, those of 
the Old Testament, which also explain the facts as indicat­
ing the divine sonship of our Lord. But he has no other 
witness for the water and the blood ; instead, therefore, of 
that, he must himself give the most confident assertion 
of his exact and true observation; and he must himself 
explain what he saw. Accordingly, the facts adduced by 
the evangelist receive a twofo~d illustration : first, the truth 
of each is attested by the apostle's eye-witness, with that of 
the Old Testament superadded ; secondly, their significance 
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is confirmed, and this significance is declared to be the 
same in all three, that is, the vindication of Christ as the 
Son of God. 

But it is clear that the flowing of blood and water could 
not of itself attest this truth ; this it could do only if the 
two ideas are symbolically understood. These symbols we 
must interpret according to the general usage of Scripture, 
and especially that of St. John, and thus obtain for the 
passage in the Gospel the same results which we have 
arrived at in the case of our text in the Epistle. As the 
prophecy of Hosea, " Out of Egypt have I called my Son," 
would maintain its applicability to Christ even if He had 
never set His foot in Egypt, though He was carried to 
Egypt that the prophecy might be set in a clearer light; 
as the word of Zechariah concerning the meek King sitting 
on an ass would maintain its truth even without its external 
fulfilment in the history of Palm Sunday : so would the 
significance of the death of Jesus naturally be the same if 
it had not been symbolically exhibited in the flowing forth 
of the blood and water. But God so ordered it that the 
internal should become external; and the apostle's wonder 
approved and attested this divine and altogether miraculous 
order of Providence. If we revert to our passage in the 
Epistle, this now receives its most satisfactory and :final 
elucidation. First, it is plain how the powers of purifying 
renewal and reconciliation might be here expressed by vowp 
and alµa : they are used on the ground of the fact in the 
Gospel, which is by St. John made prominent with .such 
emphasis, and in which water and blood occur with so 
symbolical a meaning. Whenever one acquainted with the 
Gospel read this passage, and noted that the question was 
concerning a witness borne, he must have recalled to his 
mind that historical event. Secondly, it is clear how water 
and blood could be adduced as witnesses appointed of God: 
for in a most marvellous way God had so ordered it that 
blood and water should flow from the side of the Crucified, 
and thus symbolically seal His vocation as a Saviour. 

But there is yet a third witness given by God, the 
Spirit; and the matter of His testimony is guaranteed (8n), 
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because the Spirit is the truth. This clause must be con­
sidered well on all sides. It needs no argument that 
'TT'vevµa is the Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost, without whom 
no man can call Jesus Lord, and who bears witness to Jesus 
as the Christ in our hearts; but we must note the accord­
ance with John xv. 26, where in like manner the µapTvpe'i,v 
'TT'epi XptuTov is exhibited as the function of the Paraclete. 
In the paraphrase we have given, the clause with 3n is not 
regarded as the substance of the testimony, but as the 
ground of its truth. If it is taken as the substance of it, 
and translated, "The Spirit beareth witness that the Spirit 
is truth," thus making the Spirit bear witness to Himself, 
we have only to observe that He is certainly introduced 
here only as a witness for Christ. Moreover, it would be a 
poor specification of the matter of His testimony, that He 
witnesses His own truth, that is Himself: the main idea, 
His testimony that Hi,s witness to Christ is true, would ce 
·wanting. Or we should be obliged to understand the first 
'TT'vevµa of the Spirit as the third Person in the Godhead, 
and the second of the Spirit as dwelling in man, or of the 
Spirit of Christ as blended with the human spirit. But, 
apart from the question whether we may establish such 
a severance at all, we know nothing generaUy of a testi­
mony of the Holy Spirit of the Trinity in His distinction 
from the Spirit of God as ruling in man. Finally, if we 
should understand the second Trvevµa of the human spirit, 
and explain it after the analogy of Rom. viii. 16, avTo To 

'TT'VEvµa uuµµapTVpe'i, T<p TrVEVµan nµwv, we should then 
miss this precise nµwv in our passage. 

On the other hand, the thought is perfectly clear and 
truly J ohannaean if we take ()T£ as the causal particle : the 
Spirit of God, who enters into man, is in Himself a '1T'vevµa 
'T'ry'> a1v170e/a.. (John xv. 2 6 ), and therefore the testimony 
which He bears for Christ in our experience is true. But 
there yet remains one difficulty, and that is the article 
before µapTvpovv. The proposition, TO '1T'VEvµa €UT£ TO 
µapTvpovv, by means of this article produces the impression 
that the Spirit is the only witness, while, nevertheless, the 
apostle goes on, in Tpe'i<, elu,v ol µapTvpovvTE'>. In this 
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last clause the Spirit is mentioned co-ordinately with the 
water and the blood: the three have all one office of 
witness. On the other hand, our proposition in its formal 
construction exhibits the Spirit not as conjoined with the 
water and the blood, but as conjoined with Christ. That 
is to say, ver. 6a, 0070~ (scil. ·1,,,a-ou~ () Xpta-To~) €a'Tt11 () 

JJ. .. 06111 ot' 11oa70~ ll.T.A., manifestly corresponds with ver. 6c, 
To 7rv€uµ,a fonv To µ,apTvpovv. Accordingly, the Spirit 
assumes a twofold position: one as parallel with Christ, who 
came by water and blood, and another as parallel with this 
same water and blood themselves. As to the former, Christ 
came as the Messiah by water and blood, He brought sal va­
tion and propitiation; the Spirit's office is to witness for 
this, and then to appropriate and be the means of im­
parting in detail what was once accomplished as a whole 
hy the Redeemer. Thus we can explain the article in our 
text, To 'Tf"V€uµ,a ia-Tt To µ,apTvpouv: the Lord is the bringer 
(o i>..06Jv o,a ll.T.X.), the Spirit is the attester. The article 
does not therefore refer to the fact that the Spirit and no 
other attests, but to the fact that He in relation to Christ's 
work has the function only of witnessing, not that of any 
fundamental work of His own. Thus, in a certain sense, 
Christ and the Spirit have their distinct offices in the 
accomplishment of our salvation. As to the latter, the 
Spirit bas also a function running parallel with the water 
and the blood. If these last, to wit, are the actual 
demonstrations that He is the Saviour, that is, because 
He administers salvation, then they are also witnesses, 
µ,apTvp€~ ; and, the Spirit being reckoned with them, 
whose specific office is that of testimony, we have three 
witnesses. Thus we assign its rights to the telic ~Tt, as 
establishing the fact 3n Tp€'i~ €la-w ot µapTvpovvT€~. It 
must not be forgotten that in the very order of the 
sentence the emphasis falls upon the Tp€'i~. It is not as 
if the general proposition, firmly established to the apostle, 
concerning the threefold witness, confirmed the correctness 
of the deductions drawn in ver. 6 as to the fact of the 
three testimonies-for how should such a proposition be 
a priori firmly established in his mind ?-but the on 
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refers also to the second part of the clause, ,cai oi -rpE"ir; Elr; 

-ro lv Eluiv; and what was to be established is not the 
immediately preceding proposition, but oVTor; lunv o vior; 

-rou 0€ov, the statement whose demonstration was the chief 
question throughout. That three witnesses give the same 
testimony is, according to Moses, the guarantee of the truth 
of any matter; Jesus Himself appealed to this (John 
viii. 1 7), and on this the apostle here rests. The trinity 
of the witnesses, therefore, which furnish one testimony, is 
the demonstration (gn) of the divine sonship of the Lord. 

But all the three witnesses named were given by Goct 
(ver. 9): He is in the end the only Testifier. His witness, 
however, is by the perfect wµ,ap-rvp'TJKEv described as one 
that is closed and perfected. If the blood and water were 
referred exclusively or even primarily to the sacraments, 
this would be unintelligible; for their influence goes on 
perpetually. But if we are to think first of the lpxEu0ai 

of Christ, and further of the event that took place in His 
death, the perfect tense is explained clearly : this is the 
witness of God, that He sent Christ filled with purifying 
and atoning powers, that He provided an external authenti­
cation of this power given to Christ in the issuing of blood 
and water from His side in death ; and similarly, that He 
sent the Spirit as a witness. The Spirit Himself µ,apTvpE"i; 

but God once for all witnessed in sending Him. 
After we have thus generally elucidated the constitutive 

fundamental ideas, we have the details to observe on ; and 
pre-eminently to decide the question whether ver. 7 belongs 
to the text or not. If our decision invariably depended on 
the testimony of manuscripts known to us, there could be 
no question about the genuineness or spuriousness of this 
verse ; for it is undeniable that no Greek codex earlier than 
the sixteenth century contains it. If the text is defended 
in spite of this, it must be on the ground of quotations from 
the Fathers ; and then it must be explained how it came to 
pass that the words vanished from the text without leaving a 
trace. In both these respects the matter here is very dif­
ferent from that involved in the reading of eh. iv. 3, J\,vE£v 

Tov 'I 17uouv. In this latter case a reading no longer extant 
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at the threshold of the third century was attested in the east 
and in the west· by such men as Irenaeus and Tertullian, 
while, as we saw, it cannot be proved that Polycarp did 
not know it. But in the case now before us this ver. 7 is 
found for centuries only in the west, while in the east 
there is no trace of it ; and it may be taken for granted 
that it could not have been known in the east, for other­
wise it would have been used in the Arian controversy. 
And this leads to the other question, as to the possibility 
of its vanishing from the text. Let us in this respect also 
compare eh. v. 7 with eh. iv. 3. The phrase XvEw Tov 
'I11uovv might indeed, as Socrates shows, have been applied 
to refute the heretics ; but it was in itself too profound to 
put an end to the controversy by one stroke ; at any rate, 
it was not of such a kind that every transcriber would 
at once perceive in it an eopafo,µa ltX110Etar,. But how 
different is it with eh. v. 7 ! No one can deny that in the 
whole compass of holy writ there is no passage even ap­
proaching the dogmatic precision with which, in a manner 
approximating to the later ecclesiastical definitions, this one 
asserts the immanent Trinity. Such a verse could not 
have been omitted by inadvertence; for, even supposing 
such a thing possible in a text of such moment, the absence 
of the words lv TV 'YV of ver. 8 would still be inexplicable. 
The omission must then have been intentional, and due to 
the hand of a heretic. But would such an act have 
remained uncondemned ; and were all our manuscripts pro­
duced by heretics or constructed from heretical copies ? In 
spite of my subjective conviction of the genuineness of the 
Xuew Tov 'l71uouv, I coulJ not decide to receive this reading 
into the text of eh. iv. 3 ; for our editions must, above all 
things, keep close to the substance of the manuscripts. 
But to preserve eh. v. 7 cannot by any means be justified. 
The most acute argument that has been adduced to this 
hour in its favour is represented by the venerable Bengel, 
who asserts that here the analysis of the Epistle is summed 
up in one point, the Trinity being the governing principle 
of its arrangement. But we have found that an altogether 
different analysis is the right one ; and to us, therefore, this 
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argument for the genuineness is neutralized. As to the 
dogmatic shortsightedness which bewails in its loss the 
removal of a prop for the doctrine of the absolute Trinity, 
this might be expected in lay circles, but ought not to be 
found among theologians. A doctrine which should depend 
on one such utterance, and in its absence lose its main 
support, would certainly be a very suspicious one. Omitting 
the verse, we have in this very section the doctrine of the 
Trinity just in the form in which Scripture generally pre­
sents it : the Father, who witnesses, ver. 9 ; the Son, who 
is attested, ver. 6 seq.; the Holy Spirit, through whom the 
Son is witnessed by the Father, ver. 6b : the passage being 
thus very similar to the narrative of our Lord's baptism. 

We have recognised that the leading idea of the entire 
section, vers. 6-12, is that of the µapTvpt!iv. The whole 
Epistle rests upon faith in the Son of God : He is to be 
exhibited in the fulness of His divine attestation; and it is 
accomplished in such a way that vers. 6-9 present to us 
the witnesses, vers. 10-12 the effects of the witness. This 
and no other (hence the ovTo<; at the outset, resuming 
the subject of the preceding proposition) is He who came 
with the powers of a new life which overcomes the world; 
that is, the Jesus Christ already named. He came : the 
aorist specifies His coming simply as an historical fact ; 
not marking it as one accomplished event, as if it were 
€1'.7JAv0wr;, nor as something continuous, as if it were 
epx6µ€VO<;. The words must be taken in their strict 
order and meaning: it is not 'I7Jc-ovr; Xpun6r;, as if the 
person were mentioned with a double 'nomen proprium, but 
'[7Juov<; o Xptur6r;; the article before Xptur6r;, and only 
before it, makes it a closer appellative definition of 'l7Juovr;, 
Jesus who is the Messiah. The Messiahship of Jesus is 
taken for granted ; fur nothing new concerning this is 
asserted throughout the section, only the old is confirmed 
afresh. Moreover, we do not read ovT6r; euTw €A0wv, after 
the manner of John i. 9, TO cpwr; ~v lpx6µwov,-as if, for 
the sake of more strongly emphasizing the verbal idea, the 
copula were separated from the verb,-but oVTa<; eunv o 
EA0wv oi' vOaTO',. 
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Thus the purport of the whole is this: You call Jesus 
the Messiah ; and you are right in this, for it is He who 
has in Himself the necessary and settled (mark the article) 
sign of Messiahship: which is, that He has brought the 
powers of renewal and atonement. By means (oia) of the 
water and the blood He has come ; and His coming is 
comprehended in the water and the blood (Jv). If we 
abidingly receive these powers of renewal and atonement, 
then is He no longer o E'">..(}wv: for here we must remember 
that e PX"u(}ai, spoken of Jesus, does not signify a mere 
appearing or being born ; but, on the ground of the Old 
Testament, His manifestation as Saviour and Redeemer. 
And, in very deed, He has the two necessary tokens of a 
Saviour in Himself: not as it were only the one, that of 
water (oinc EV 'T<f' uoan µovov). We saw above that in the 
symbol of water the element of atonement as such is 
wanting. It refers to the establishment of a new life, and 
thus looks forward to the future and not back to the past. 
Past sins are not washed away by water, but only by 
blood ; for xwpt<; aIµa-rEKxvu{a<; OUK ECT'Ttv a<pfCT£<;. It is 
true that this seems to be contradicted by Mark i. 4, where 
the baptism of John is called /3a'1T"'T£CTµ,o<; µ,E-ravoLa<; Ei<; 

a<pEU£V aµap7{r,.1v. But it is not really contradicted. The 
baptism is expressly termed /3a7rnuµo<; µE-ravolar;, having 
its character in the change of mind; and we have there­
fore to assume that the forgiveness of sins also comes as 
the result of the change of mind. It is therefore such a 
forgiveness of sins as took place in the case of David : 
viewed as in the future, on the ground of an atonement 
hereafter to come. The expiatory element was by no 
means involved in the baptism of John; it implied an act 
of God's grace standing in no necessary connection with 
this ordinance. Sins were, in the baptism of John, as 
generally down to the manifestation of Christ, placed 
under the avox~ 'TOU E>EDu ; but a propitiation was not 
connected with it, save symbolically through the shedding 
of blood. Through that propitiation itself was man's sin 
done away in the sight of God ; and hence it is the sign of 
the true and only Saviour that He came OUK EV 'T<fJ voan 
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' ,.,_"' • ' • "'=' ' • '' B l • -1 • µ,ovov al\"' ev T<f' voan Kai T<[J aiµan. y tie s1ue of 
this work of Christ, laying the foundation, comes in the 
attesting and confirming work of the Spirit. Our Lord's 
work had its own confirmation in its power to renew and to 
abolish guilt; but it receives a new and most express con­
firmation through the Spirit, whose only office is to witness 
(To µapTvpovv), and who possesses the fullest adaptation to 
this office, inasmuch as He is ;, a'A.110eia, the compendium 
of all truth. 

But that which was to be attested is the subject of the 
first clause, the fact which this testimony makes unassail­
ably secure to faith : '17J<1'0V<; £<1'nv o Xpt<1'To<;. It is 
secure, for the condition is fulfilled to which the Mosaic 
law attaches all security, the concurrence of three witnesses. 
These are eli; To lv, converge to one goal, that is, the fact 
already announced and the consequence deducible from it 
(vers. 11, 12), that we possess in Jesus Christ eternal life. 
Inasmuch as this goal has been already named, and is 
known to the readers, it is not said that they merely agree 
eli; ev, but eli; To lv, that particular end with which the 
whole was concerned. The mighty force of conviction 
inherent in these testimonies rests emphatically on this, 
that they are given not by men, but by God Himself, the 
source of all truth, ver. 9. The comparison between human 
and divine witness is suggested to the apostle by ver. 8, 
in which he had referred to the fact that the testimony 
adduced by him fulfilled the conditions demanded by valid 
human testimony. It not only furnishes valid human 
testimony; it does more than that,-he goes on,-for it 
springs from God. A corresponding development, funda­
mental for our passage, is found in John viii. 1 7 seq. 
There, our Lord avers that in His case the requirements 
were met which men are justified in demanding for the 
guarantee of any truth ; here, His apostle goes further, and 
says that more than this is furnished for Christ. Therefore, 
as men are wont to receive attested facts without contradic­
tion, and always thus to receive them (Ind. Pres.), so must 
we yet more heartily yield our assent to truth. Thus the 
µrdf;wv does not refer to the matter of the testimony, as if 
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the thing here attested were of greater and higher moment 
than the things which men attest,-these latter being about 
hrlryeta, while God vouches for i71"oupavia,-but simply to 
the trustworthiness of the witness. For, the apostle says, 
the question is here essentially of nothing less than a 
divine testimony (the emphasis falls on Tov €Jeov) ; the 
witness of the Spirit, the water, and the blood of which we 
speak (ai!JTT/, scil. ;, µapTup{a) is only the means by which 
God Himself testifies. 

The clause following these words with gT£ is not to be 
attached to them by r,v: this appears certain from the evi­
dence of manuscripts, and is confirmed by internal argu­
ments ; for, in the first place, we can easily understand the 
lapsil,S oculorum, which might take up the r,v of the similar 
words of ver. 10 into our verse; and, secondly, this fiv 
produces at once the impression of being an explanatory 
correction. For it is not obvious at first sight whether 
the gn here means " that " or " because." If we take the 
former, 3n is the unfolding of the preceding aihT/, and 
must be translated thus: "it is for us to receive the testi­
mony of God rather than the testimony of man, because 
(the first 3n) it consists in this, that God has witnessed 
concerning His Son." Then the contents or the object of 
the testimony would establish its higher trustworthiness. 
But, as we have already remarked, it is impossible to see 
what significance in that case there is in the contrast 
between the witness of God and that of man. The divine 
testimony is for its own sake, and not because it is given 
to this or that fact, more trustworthy than human testi­
mony. In fact, we might deduce from this view the 
inference that if God were to give His witness to anything 
else, His witness would not be more strong than that of 
man. Hence we must take the second 3n as causal, and 
lay the emphasis on the µeµapTVPT/"E, to which, indeed, we 
are led by its prominence in the order of the verse. The 
meaning then is, that we must receive the witness of God 
as greater than the witness of men; for (the first 3n) the 
question is of a divine testimony, and God hath borne 
witness concerning His Son. The first clause of the verse 
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thus has two reasons assigned: the first confirms that the 
matter is of God's testimony, the second that it is of a 
testimony of God. 

·when we go on to observe the injunction to the readers 
to believe in this testimony, a difficulty arises from its 
appearing that the witnesses mentioned speak only in the 
believer. For in whom but the believer does the Spirit 
speak concerning the Lord, and, to use the Lord's own 
word, glorify Him? and to whom does the water, the 
renewing energies which proceed and have proceeded from 
Christ, witness of Christ, but to him who finds evidence in 
himself of these invigorating powers, and who is conscious 
that he has received from Him every inspiration to a new 
life ? The same may be said of the witness of the alµa, 
the atonement centred and rooted in Christ. Are not then 
these witnesses superfluous, witnessing only to those who 
already believe 1 Now such a contradiction as seems here 
to emerge would not, apart from other considerations, be 
intolerable ; for it would not be greater in our passage than 
in those which speak of our Lord being come as a light to 
those who sit in darkness; while, on the other hand, those 
only can hear His voice who are of the truth. But the 
case is different here. If the subject were, as we presumed, 
the witness of God in believers, it would not be, as we 
read here, µeµaprvp'T}!CEV o 0eos-, but only µaprvpei. As 
it is, the testimony of God must be a definite and closed 
testimony, perfected in the past. And such it is in very 
deed : that the powers of renewal and atonement lie summed 
up and sealed in Christ, is indeed an historical fact. No 
one with open eyes can possibly deny that all such energies 
as have been manifest in the world have without exception 
resulted from the name of Jesus Christ. No man can 
gainsay that the Spirit sent to the apostles witnessed to 
them on behalf of Jesus Christ as the Son of God. Thus 
the testimony of God in its threefold direction is not only 
one that lives in individual believers, but it stands before 
us as an incontrovertible historical fact. It is with faith 
in this testimony of God as it is with faith in the miraculous 
power indwelling in Christ and in Christianity. He who 
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has experienced the miracle of sinful man's renewal needs 
no other witness for the miracles which the Lord aforetime 
wrought. But has not he to whom this is not a living 
experience historically before him the great and undeniable 
miracle that a sunken, dying, ruined world has been 
awakened through Christ to a new life? Thus, as this 
one great, undeniable miracle is even to the unbeliever a 
real demonstration of the miraculous power of Christ gene­
rally, so the historically undeniable witness of the water 
and the blood and the Spirit is obligatory on all who have 
not as yet experienced it in themselves. In a word, the 
witnesses here adduced are valid not only to believers, but 
also for unbelievers ; they stimulate and invite faith ; for 
they are not only subjective in men's hearts, but objective 
also in history. 

These observations make the progress of the thouglit 
between vers. 6-9 on the one hand, and vers. 10-12 on 
the other, quite clear. Vers. 6-9 treat of the witness of 
God as of one that is historically present, completed, and 
closed (µeµapTvp'l]KEV ). Then in ver. 10 the new thought 
enters, that if we believe this objectively present testimony, 
it becomes a subjective one which we find experimentally 
• 1 (lo. -' >I \ I , ~ "") 
111 ourse ves o 1riuTwwv exei T'l]V µapTvptav ev eavT<f . 

But he who believes not (µ~, for the participle is to be 
i::onditionally understood, as it were, Jav µ~) makes God a 
liar: he charges the historically present testimony of God 
with falsehood. We see at once how in this proposition 
we can again expect only µ,eµ,apTvp77Kev, and not µ,ap­

wpe'iv; for the divine testimony, which has its realization 
in man, the unbeliever has indeed not experienced. 

Now follows the explicit statement of the substance of 
the witness, which ver. 6 indicated only in few words. 
That is to say, J esns is generally attested as the Son of 
God and the Messiah. At an earlier stage it was impressed 
on us that these two ideas are regarded by St. John as 
involved in each other, so that if He is said to be the 
Messiah, He must be the Son of God ; if the Son of God, 
He must also be the Messiah. The idea Son of God or 
that of Logos is not in our apostle a mere metaphysical 
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description of what Christ is in Himself or in relation to 
the Father : the idea in both its terms stands in an imme­
diate connection with the created universe. In the first 
verses of the Gospel it is said that all becoming and all 
being in the world proceed from the Logos,-the former, 
the becoming, in ver. 3 ; the latter, the being, in ver. 4,­
and it follows from this that He who is the medium of tw11 
aiwvwi. to the world must therefore be the Son of God; 
and that the Son of God, because it is His to procure and 
accomplish all, must also be the mediator of salvation,­
that is, the Son of God and the Messiah are in St. John's 
consciousness interchangeable ideas which necessitate each 
other. Accordingly, the testimony which God here bears 
concerning His Son cannot be a merely theoretical proposi­
tion, 'I17uavi. E<TTtV o vioi. TOV E>eav; but it is a proposition 
in which there lies a thoroughly practical element: to wit, 
that He, as the Son of God, is the Saviour of the world. 
Thus it is accounted for that the two phrases are introduced 
quite prmni~cue, as indicating the object of the testimony: 
in ver. 6, 'l17uavi; o XptuTo<;, the Messiahship of Jesus; in 
vers. 9, 10, by the wurds 7rep"i, Tav vlov auTav, His divine 
sonship. Finally, in ver. 11 both elements are placed m 
correlation, and thus the whole is summed up. 

VERSE 12. 

·o exwv TOV vlov, EXH T1JV tw~v· 0 µ11 exwv TOV vlov TOV 
E>eav, T1JV tw11v au" EX€t· 

But the apostle does not only say that through Him, the 
source of life, life has been brought to men generally, but 
that it has been brought to its (nµiv EOW"fV a E>Eoi;). For 
it is taken for granted in this verse that the witness of 
God, the historically actual witness, has been received by 
us, and thus become a µapTvpta EV nµiv (comp. ver, 10); 
in other words, that we have received our portion in the 
life brought by the Redeemer. The connection between the 
Son of God and the life, declared in ver. 11, is then in 
ver. 12 evolved under two aspects: where the Son of God 
is, there is also life ; and it is to be found only where He 
is. And thus the apostle has come back to the idea which 
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he had laid down at the outset of his document; in eh. i. 1 
he had declared that His annunciation concerned the Logos, 
but as the "'A.6ryo,; Tfj<; twf),;, that is, the divine and eternal 
life which is in the Logos, and flows forth from Him. That 
Son of God and life are correlative terms, is here obviously 
the conclusion of all his development. 

The conclusion it is; for that which now follows is not 
a continuation of the discussion of ver. 6 seq. : that it is 
not this is evident from the matter of what follows, in which 
the µapTvpliv no more appears ; as well as from the em­
phasized resumption of the twelfth verse in the thirteenth, 
a thing to be accounted for only on the ground that some­
thing new is about to be entered on. Nor is what follows 
a new train of thought, which stands co-ordinately by the 
side of the previous development. We have rather only a 
recapitulation yet before us, in which, indeed, the apostle 
expands one single thought, that of intercession, under one 
aspect, intercession in regard to the sin unto death. That 
this close of the whole Epistle falls again into two members 
is evident at the first glance: vers. 13-1 7 and vers. 18-21 
must be taken together; but it will require a discussion of 
the details to show in what relation these two sub-sections 
stand to each other. 

VERSE 13. 

T .. ,I •'• f .. A , • \ 'If .. avTa erypa.,,a vµw TOL<; '1r£CTT€VOVCTLV €L<; TO avoµa TOV 
, .... ,.. a ,.. rt ,t'-... tf ,-,, , , , ,, , r1 

viov TOV c:'Jeov, iva €£O'T}T€ on -.w'Y)V aiwvwv €X€T€, Kai Lva 

7r£CTTflfTJT€ €£<; TO lJvoµa TOV viov TOV 01:ou, 

First, we have to decide the reading of this verse. There 
are three various forms which it assumes. The Recept. 
reads: TatJTa erypata vµiv Toi<; 7r£UT€VOVCTLV €£<; TO ovoµa 

TOV viov TOV 0€otl, Zva €lOfjT€ OTL twhv €XET€ aiwviov, Kal 

Zva 7rLCTT€V'TJT€ €£<; TO lJvoµa TOV viov TOV 0eov. The 
manuscript form most generally accepted is that of Cod. 
A ,.. ,, ... r,. " ,.. r1 't'-"" " ,-._ ' ,, , , " : TavTa €,Ypa.,,a vµiv, wa €£OTJTE on -.w'Y)v exeTe aiwviov oi 

7r£UT€VOVT€<; €£<; 70 ovoµa TOV viov TOV 0€ot/, Finally, 
C d B d .. " .,. f A r/ , t, A ., • }'_ ' ,, 

o • rea s: TavTa Erypa.,,a vµw iva ELO'YJTE on .,w71v €X€T€ 

alwviov, Toi<; 'TrL<TTE(/OVCTLV €l<; TO lJvoµa TOV viou TOU 0€ov. 

The decision between these readings, especially between the 
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,latter two, is, as to external arguments, difficult. The most 
important question is here, of course, as to which of the 
readings would most easily suggest the reason for the 
origination of the others. Now, that is the third. If, 
namely, the Tot<; maTevovuiv, according to Cod. B, stood 
after the telic clause with tva, we can easily understand 
how it was that it came to be changed into the nominative, 
-that is, to refer to the dofjT1: (as in Cod. A); and we can 
also see how those transcribers who rightly viewed the 
grammatical connection placed it before the intermediate 
telic clause, immediately after the lrypa,fra vµ,'iv ( as the 
Recept.). The second clause with tva, found in the Recept., 
appears to have sprung from a gloss which the parallel 
definition of purpose in the Gospel (eh. xx. 21) contained. 
If we suppose the Recept. genuine, we cannot account for 
the origination of the two other readings ; nor will the 
second of the two readings help us to explain how the first 
and third arose. Then, if the third reading is the right 
one, the closing words, Toi,; 1rtaTEvovuw IC.'T.'A., may be com­
pared with John i. 12, EOCIJICfV avToi<; Jgovutav T€1CVa 0wu 
ryeveu0ai, 'TO£<; 'TT'£G''TEUOVG'tV IC,'T.A. Thus the aim of the Epistle • 
is the firm assurance of the readers that they have eternal 
life ; and both the writing and the establishment of this 
assurance are designed only for those who believe in the 
revelation ( lJvoµ,a) of the Son of God. 

VERSE 14. 

Kal a~'T'T/ €CTTLV ~ 'TT'app'T/UW, ~v lxoµ,ro 7rpii<; avTiJV, OTt 

Uv n alTwµ,e0a ICa'Ta 'TO 0eA'T/JJ,a avTov, CJ.ICOIJH ~µ,~w. 

This assurance, that we are partakers of a true and divine 
life, produces in us 1rapp'T/u{a as it respects God,-the senti­
ment of unity with Hirn, and therefore of perfect freedom, 
or the unrestrained and unreserved utterance of our whole 
thought. But the apostle has not in view here, as in the 
second division of the Epistle he had, the approval of this 
confidence at the day of judgment. Here, at the close of 
all, he points rather to the fruit which this parrhesia already 
bears in our experience, in the confirmation even now of 
our possession of the ,CIJ~ alwvto<;. It takes the form of 

l JOHN. X 
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confidence in prayer, founded upon the assurance of being 
heard. But prayer here comes into consideration only in its 
intercessory character, as ver. 16 shows. This, however, 
is not an isolated thought which is made prominent at this 
point for practical reasons ; it will be seen to correspond 
with the general tone of the Epistle, when we reflect that it 
regards the whole life of prayer as finding its deep expres­
sion in prayer for others. We have seen in previous exposi­
tions that St. John subsumes our whole religious life under 
the one commandment of brotherly love; that he regards our 
entire moral obligation as discharged in this precept ; and 
hence it is plain that th.ere was to him no other prayer 
imaginable than that which in its issue should be bound up 
with our brethren. If I pray for my own person, it is that 
I may become a living member of the kingdom of God; 
but my place in the kingdom of God is conditioned by this, 
that I am helpful to my brethren in that kingdom. Accord­
ingly, the final, at least the indirectly final, end of all prayer 
-viewed from the point which connects our whole life 
with the service of the divine kingdom-must be prayer for 
the salvation of our brethren. The «owwv{a µeT' a,).,).,~)..Ct>v, 
which it was the apostle's aim in eh. i. 4 to help to its 
perfection, is in its deepest principle fellowship in prayer. 
It is remarkable that at the close of several of the catholic 
Epistles we find an exhortation to intercession for sinful 
brethren. Compare the close of the Epistle of St. James 
and 1 Pet. iv. 8, 7rpo 7T'Q,VTCt>V T~V eis eaUTOU', arya7T''l'}V 
EKTEV'Y/ ~X,OVTE<;, on iJ arya7T''l'J KaA.vta 7T'Aij0o, aµapnwv. 
We may appeal also to Rev. ii. 4, where it is the reproach 
of this very Ephesian church 3n T~V arya7T''l'JV T~V 7rpWT'l'JV 
a~ij«ev. Though, primarily, it is the love of God which 
there is spoken of as grown cold, yet in our Epistle St. John 
establishes so close a connection between the love of God 
and the love of the brethren, that the coldness of the one 
must needs draw after it, or with it, the coldness of the 
other. 

Our passage, and that of eh. iii. 21 to which it refers 
back, are not the only ones in which the most intimate 
connection is established between 7rapp17a-{a and prayer. 
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We may compare also Eph. iii. 12, 7rappr;u{a Kat 7rpoua­
,yw,y1 j and Heb. iv. 16, 7rpouepxwµe0a µ,eTa 7rappr;ular;; T<p 
0pcvrp Tijr;; xaptTO<;. It must be carefully noted that the 
apostle does not write that the parrhesia consists in our 
knowing that God hears us, but that· it consists in this, that 
God heareth us. And yet the parrhesia is a subjective 
feeling, while God's hearing is an objective fact : now this 
pregnant juxtaposition of the two ideas is intended to make 
prominent the indissoluble connection between the Lord's 
hearing prayer and the joy of man in offering it. In all 
cases in which God heareth, there is necessarily joyful confi­
dence in praying, and never otherwise; conversely, when­
ever there is this joyful confidence, there is also the aKovew 
of God. It is obvious, however, that supplication ,ca7a, To 

0e"'A,r;µa a1hou is the presupposition both of the aKovew and 
of the 7rappr;u{a. By this, indeed, the apostle does not so 
much mean to warn against carnal requests, such as the 
sons of thunder addressed once to their Master and received 
a rejecting answer ; in the present connection, spiritual 
things alone are concerned ; the thought of external and 
temporal matters of desire are far from the apostle's mind ; 
and to introduce them here would be to bring a perfectly 
foreign element into the train of thought. Ver. 6 sheds 
the true light on our passage : there is a certain kind of 
prayer even in spiritual matters which is not according to 
the divine will ; which, therefore, is neither heard by God 
nor offered with perfect confidence by man, 

VERSE 15. 

Kal eav or8a,..i,ev 07t aKOVH ~µwv, & /iv aiTwµe0a, oroaµev 
OT£ exoµev Ta ah~µ,aTa a '[}T~Kaµev 7rap' auTOU. 

We must, however, consider more carefully the idea of 
God's hearing. Are we to limit it to mere hearing, or to 
regard it as a hearing with approval and intent to answer, 
hearing and granting being one ? The fifteenth verse seems 
to plead for the former ; for there the hearing comes first, 
and afterwards the exe,v Ta ah111,aTa, or the granting of 
the request. But, on the other hand, this general meaning 
of the <iKov1:-w has its difficulty : in this sense the God i)r;; 
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,yi.vwU'KEi 7ravTa ( eh. iii. 21) hears all prayers, even tlwse 
which are not according to His will; consequently this 
indefinite kind of hearing could never impart confidence in 
the petitioner. Moreover, it is remarkable that St. John, 
and he only, employs this very word a,couew in the sense 
of hearing favourably or granting; comp. John ix. 31, 
xi. 41, 42. As to the fifteenth verse, we have only to 
interpret it rightly. It does not mean to indicate the 
unity of the hearing and the granting of petitions ; but the 
unity of the being heard with acceptance and the reception 
of what is supplicated. Many petitions ,caTa. TO 0e)vr1µ,a 
Tov 0eoii are outwardly granted, it may be, after a long 
season ; so granted that their acceptance appears manifest. 
But-and this is the pith of the apostle's declaration-faith 
has the thing asked, which probably will not be granted 
externally for a long time, already inwardly in possession 
at the moment of asking : in the consciousness that God 
hears, there is to this believing petitioner the actual lxew 
Tll aiT~µ,am, the possession of the thing asked, though it 
may be for a season only in internal experience. As the 
Christian hope brings the Christian man immediately into 
possession of the thing hoped for,-so that by virtue of the 
very hope itself he may inwardly rejoice in the experience 
of the object hoped for as his own,-so the believing peti­
tioner needs not to wait for the time to come when the 
fulfilment of his prayer will be an external reality: he has 
what he asks, he enjoys it already, before he actually sees 
it. To sum up all : the parrhesia which, within the limits 
of the present life, a Christian may have, is indeed primarily 
only a confidence in prayer and an alacrity for prayer ( eh. 
iii. 2O),-that is, it does not rest so much upon the having 
as upon the possibility of future having, upon the fact that 
the door is opened into all the treasures of heaven. Never­
theless there is, on the other hand, a present i;;ense of 
having, though it be only in faith and not in sight; for 
there is a full assurance of the absolutely necessary attain­
ment of the request, which is no other than an internal 
and spiritual possession of it already. Believing, we have 
already eternal life,-that is, fellowship with God (ver. 13); 
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in believing prayer we have-that is, more particularly, in 
believing intercession-already perfect fellowship with our 
brethren as members of the kingdom of God (ver. 14 seq.). 

VERSE 16. 
'E , "'1- ' , 11- " ..k' , ~ • , • , av nc; wr, 'TOV ao€"''1'ov au'Tov aµap'TaVOJ/Ta aµapnav 

µ~ 7rpoc; 0avaTOV, al'T1a-E£, Ka£ Owa-Et aimj, tw~v, 'Toic; aµap­

'TO.ll0Va"£ µ~ 7rpoc; 0ava'TOII' la-nv aµap'Tta 7rpoc; OavaTOII" OU 

7r€pl €/(E{V'l'}c; AE,YW tva lpw'T~a-rr 

What follows shows that intercession has for its aim the 
winning of our brethren for the kingdom of God. But, 
before we look closely at the link between vers. 16, 1 7 
nnd what precedes, we must examine the meaning of the 
verses themselves. What are we to understand by the 
aµap'T{a 7rpoc; 0ava'TOV ? At the outset it is clear that 
the apostle has in view sin which irrevocably shuts the 
gates of eternal life, the consequence of which is death in its 
most awful character. That there is such a sin, or that 
there are such sins, is affirmed by the New Testament in 
other places (Matt. xii. 31 and parallels; Heb. vi. 4 seq.); 
and this lies at the foundation of all such passages as pro­
claim an eternal condemnation. What is peculiar and 
startling in our passage is this, that our intercession is made 
to depend upon the question whether or not the sin is 7rpoc; 

'TOIi 0ava'Tov, thus indicating that its character as such may 
be and is discernible by us. Now our possible knowlerlge 
of this absolutely mortal kind of sin may be fairly questioned. 
In Matt. xii. our Lord sees the Pharisees in the manifest 
act of committing a sin, or the sin unto death, 7rpoc; 0ava'TOI/ 

(which of the two let us at present leave undecided), 
because they would assign His works to the inspiration of 
Beelzebub; but, on the other hand, He prays for His 
murderers, and therefore did not, according to our present 
passage, regard the sin unto death as consummate in them: 
now in these cases wonld not human eyes have judged the 
very opposite ? Saul heard the rejecting words of the 
prophet, while David's sin was forgiven; but according to 
appearances, and therefore so far as men could judge, was 
not David's sin much heavier than the sin of Saul ? And, 
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to speak generally, it is impossible to decide confidently the 
greater or less alienation of a sinner from eternal life on 
the ground of the more or less violent demonstration of his 
sin as an act. For, even as a hardened sinner may be 
brought round by the divine grace and saved from destruc­
tion, so may a man, devout in the eyes of his fellows, 
become perfectly reprobate to everything divine. Or are 
we to assume that there is one definite and definable sin 
which is absolutely 7rpo<; 0avaTOV? But would not the 
apostle, in that case, have taken care to warn against it, 
and to mention it by name ? \Vould he not at least have 
written E<TT£V aµap-ria Tt<; or µta aµap-rta 7rpo<; 0avaTOV? 

These difficulties can be solved only by observing what St. 
John elsewhere teaches concerning the ideas lying before 
us: first, that of the sin ; and, secondly, that of the prayer. 

As to the former, it is demonstrable that St. John 
measures all sin by the relation it assumes to Jesus Christ. 
In John i. 5 he describes sin to the effect that the u,co-rla 
-ro ipw,;; ov ,ca-reXa(3e, and thus places it in direct opposition 
to the light which appeared in Christ. Our Lord says, in 
John viii. 24, a7ro0ave'iu0e EV Ta'ir; aµapTlat<; vµwv. 'Eav 

"fdp µ~ 'TrtUTEU<T'T}TE gTt E"fW Elµ,t a,7ro0ave'ic,0e iv Ta'i<; aµap­

TLat<; vµwv. He thereby a~signs the real ground of death 
-that is, of eternal death-to the state of unbelief towards 
Himself. Finally, in John xvi. 9, He defimis the judgment 
or conviction of the Spirit to be this, that He EAE"f~Et -rov 

,couµ,ov 7repl T'r7<; aµap-r{ar;; and what sin He has in view 
appears plain from the subsequent words, OT£ ov 7rtu-reuouutv 

elr; €~i. In our Epistle, Sta John defines the nature of the 
Antichrist, who is, however, the Pauline &v0pw7ro<; -rijr; 

aµ,ap-rlar;, the incarnation of sin, as that of one who <lenieth 
the Son, eh. ii 21 ; and also, in eh. iv. 3, as that of one 
who At1€£ 'I,,,uovv Xpt<TTOV EV uap,c'i EA.'T}AU0o-ra. From all 
this we must infer that the essential sin, which makes all 
other sin to be sin, is in the apostle's estimation unbelief 
in our Lord. And no doctrine is more firmly established 
in the New Testament than this, that we shall hereafter 
be judged by the relation in which we stand to the Son. 
According to the measure in which any act betrays. the 
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mark that this relation subsists aright, or does not yet 
subsist, or has ceased to subsist, according to the measure 
in which any action confirms, or interrupts, or entirely 
<lissolves this relation, is the value of that action and its 
estimation before the divine judgment-seat. 

Accordingly, the sin unto death can be no other than 
consummate enmity to Christ. It is obvious how perfectly 
this thought is in accordance with the tenor of our Epistle: 
the kingdom of the world and the kingdom of God, Christ 
and Antichrist, life and death, are the fundamental ideas 
and inseparable antitheses which govern it throughout. But 
however clear it is, that in harmony with his general views 
St. John might have regarded unbelief in Christ as the con­
clusive and consummate sin, yet this is not here expressly 
stated ; the words have too general a bearing to be a mere 
paraphrase of "Antichrist; " they lead our minds rather to 
practical errors than to an intellectual apveZcr8at. More­
over, while the antichrists, according to the second chapter, 
certainly l~X0av if nµwv, they are at the present time 
sundered from the church, and no longer are regarded as 
belonging to it; and those who are the aµapT<1.VOVTE<; 1rpo<; 

8avaTov are supposed to be still living in the bosom of the 
community. The sinner is described as an aoeXcpor;;; and we 
have seen that throughout the Epistle this name indicates 
Christians alone. The world comes into St. John's view in 
this document only as to be avoided ; the intercession which 
may be urged on behalf also of the children o.i the world is 
never alluded to here. Thus we have reached the twofold 
result : first, that, on the one hand, St. John must, in har­
mony with his whole system of thought, have regarded the 
determinate sin as apostasy from Christ; and, on the other, 
that he here at least speaks not of any theoretical denial of 
Him, and not of any external apostasy. We must not, 
therefore, accept the sin unto death and the antichrist 
nature as ideas of the same exact import. 

Let us, for the sake of a more thorough understanding 
of the matter, look at the development of sin in men 
generally. If every man is consigned in biblical teaching 
either to salvation or perdition according to his conduct 
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during his bodily life, it is clear that he must on earth 
have beeome ripe for one or the other ; that no man dies 
without being a child of heaven or a chilc.1 of hell. The 
latter case :s then only possible when the accesses of the 
converting grace of God are effectually closed, and every 
possibility of its influence cut off; for, so long as this is 
not the case, the final decision and full maturity cannot be 
predicated. In other words, every organ for the reception 
of the Spirit of participation in the kingdom of God must 
have withered and died ; and that moment in which the 
decision follows, in which the evil principle attains the 
absolute supremacy, is that which is the essentially con­
demning crisis. That act, external or internal, which in 
this crisis is consummate, is the aµapr{a 7rpo<; 0&vaTOV : 

the sin, which finishes irrevocably the soul's death. It is 
involved in this, that no deed as such, in virtue of its 
external character and quality, is the aµapTta 7rpo<; lJavaTov; 

for no sin-be it named what it may-is in itself too great 
for the mercy and the might of the Lord ; but a sin be­
comes the aµapTta 7rpo<; 0avaTOV in virtue of the interior 
quality out of which it springs and of which it gives the 
fatal evidence. Such a central position, one that deter­
mines the whole life of man through eternity, can be 
assumed by no sin of infirmity; only a sin of presumptuous 
wickedness, that is, such a sin as is committed in spite of 
the power to resist it,-such a sin as man commits not only 
in resistance to the protest of conscience, but in contempt 
of the gracious power proffered to avoid it,-such a sin as he 
is not seduced into, but commits in the pure love of sinning: 
thus it is not simply a human sin, but sin that is essentially 
devilish. 

The Old Testament analogue of onr aµapTla 7rp6<; 

0avarnv is found in those passages where sins i19~ ,~~ are 
spoken of, on which rests the curse, i11:l!-?~ nttf;:i ~P.g Ex­
communication from the people of G~d was i~ • the old 
covenant what now exclusion from the kingdom of God is. 
Thus every sinful act rnay be an aµapT{a 7rpor; 0avaTov, 

while no act is such in itself; hence the apostle does not 
use the article, nor could he use it. ''Eunv UJ-1,apTL'a 7rpoc; 
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0avaTov : in the domain of sin there is such a kind as is 
absolutely mortal. But when Christ calls Himself the door 
of the kingdom of God, o ex_wv T~v ,c)uiiSa Tov .,fa/3£0, o 
avo[rywv /Cat OUOEt<;' IC/\.efrt, /Cat IC/\.ELet /Cat OUOet<;' UVOtryet, it is 
plain that absolute death can be reached only when all 
relation to Him is broken off. If the apostle, as we have 
seen, thinks here of mewbers of the congregation, the sin 
unto death can consist only in their having internally and 
in act-if it were externally done, and by words, they 
would indeed be no longer members of the congregation 
-burst the last bond of their fellowship with Christ. 
According to John i. 14, Christ brought grace and truth. 
As truth the antichrists rejected Him, as grace the· sinners 
unto death : more precisely, the antichrists were introduced 
by the apostle in the aspect of their rejection of Christ the 
truth; and the sinners unto death in the aspect of their 
rejection of the grace. 

This extended observation has demonstrated that sin 
unto death does not signify any definite external form of 
sin, but the sin through which the internal link between 
God and man is severed and the gulf fixed absolutely. 
But this infers how difficult it must be to discern whether 
any man can in such a sense have sinned 1rpoc;- 0avaTov or 
not. How then can it be introduced as a test for the 
offering or the withholding of our intercessory prayer ? If 
this question is not solved by studying the idea of ap,apTi'a 

1rpoc;- 0avaTov, it may be solved by studying the nature oi 
the prayer. In His last discourses our Lord exhibits 
prayer in His name as something that the disciples had 
never hitherto exercised, but which must be unconditionally 
answered with acceptance. The promise is perfectly un­
restricted; if one single exception were possible, the promise 
would be invalidated. On the other hand, Scripture testi­
fies that many men enter into the way of eternal death : 
is not a prayer ever to be offered up to heaven on their 
behalf? According to the Lord's word it stands eternally 
fast, that if such prayer ever did go up iv ov6µ,an 'I17<1'ov, 

iv 1rapp17utq,, as our passage terms it, that is, if the peti­
tioner ceased to be the mere man, but were the Spirit of 
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,Jesus Christ dwelling in him, and moving his heart to such 
intercessory prayer; thus, if his petit~ons were like the 
petitions of the Lord Himself, already in their essence 
thanksgivings,-these all being the signs of prayer in the 
name of J esus,-then must his supplication be heard and 
answered, and it were impossible that the soul interceded 
for should perish. It follows, conversely, that if a soul 
perishes, that soul has never been thus prayed for, and 
never could have been thus prayed for. Many petitions, 
indeed, in the ordinary and more general sense may have 
been offered for him,-such petitions, for instance, as we 
offer for temporal things, uttering our wishes as children to 
our heavenly Father,-but not prayers in the name or in 
the person of Christ, in the full and inwrought conscious­
ness that they are heard, not such prayers as offer violence 
to the kingdom of heaven. Prayers of the higher order like 
these are, however, the proper Christian prayers, and such 
are inwrought of God alone ; but He cannot inspire them 
in regard to men concerning whom He knows that they 
will perish. 

Such considerations as these will help to make our verse 
intelligible. The apostle says that if any man sees Tov 
aOE"ll.cpov auTOU, his own brother bound to him by the bonds 
of the most interior love, sinning,-aµapTlav aµapT<lVEtV is 
quite general, without limitation to any particular kind of 
sin,-and has the conviction (the subjective µ~ is used) 
that the sin is not unto death, then-and now follows not 
an exhortation, but a declaration-he will pray, he will, 
simply because it is his brother, feel himself constrained to 
pray for him. We must not interpret the future a£T~CTE£, 

like the futures of the ten commandments, as the strongest 
form of the imperative speech; for it must certainly be 
understood in the same sense as the future OwCTE£ near at 
hand, and that would not tolerate any such imperative 
meaning. A Christian, the apostle tells us, cannot do 
otherwise than run by intercession to the help of an erring 
brother. And, as definitely as this prayer will be offered, 
the result of it will also be definite, owCTE£ aim[, swryv. The 
subject in owCTE£ cannot be God; that would be harsh, in 
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immediate view of the preceding al-r1a-ei, which has man 
for the subject, especially as God is not mentioned any­
where else in the whole verse. Nor is the thought that 
man may by his prayer give life to his brother a repellent 
one; in Jas. v. 20, and in a perfectly similar connection, we 
read that uwa-et vvxiJv €IC 0ava:rov. We have here, there­
fore, no direct contradiction to the seemingly opposite state­
ment that no man can redeem his brother ; for believing 
prayer, and consequently its result also, the ooiivai tw1v, 
rests essentially on divine operation, and impulse from 
above. The expression owa-ei tw1v shows, however, how 
the aµap-rta 7rpo,; 0ava-rov must be taken ; to wit, that a 
sin so named is left to death irredeemable. In a sense, 
every sin must be exposed to death, otherwise there would 
be no giving of life to be thought of. The explanatory 
words that follow, TOL', aµap-ravova-tv µi] 7rpo,; 0avaTOV, 
introduce really nothing new, for the preceding conditional 
clause has already brought forward the same element ; but 
the repetition is intended to impress more deeply on the 
readers two things: first, by means of the plural roi:,; 
aµap-ravova-i, that the result indicated will follow, not in 
isolated cases, but in every one ; and, secondly, that the 
limitation must be ever remembered which is bound up 
with it, µry 7rpo,; 0ava-rov. 

VERSE 17. 

IIaa-a aoi,c{a aµap-rta €(TT~, ,cal l!unv aµap-rla OU 7rpcr; 
0ava-rov. 

What had been in the previous words indirectly said, 
that there are two altogether different kinds of sin, sin 
unto death and sin not unto death, St. John now in what 
follows directly declares, l!a--rw aµap-rta 7rpo,; 0avarov ,cal 
€(TT£V aµ,ap-rta OU 7rpor; 0ava-rov. That these two clauses are 
thus connected is not generally acknowledged ; still less is 
it the common view that the words 7raa-a aoi,c{a aµap-rla 
€a--rtv are to be linked with what precedes instead of with 
what follows. Nevertheless, this view is absolutely neces­
sary. That the two clauses just mentioned correspond to 
each other in their entiie construction, and are in thought 
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fitted to each other, scarcely needs any demonstration; it is, 
in any case, enforced upon us when we observe that the 
proposition 7T'Q,fTa aoucfa aµap-r/a ffTTLV cannot belong to 
what comes after. If it did so, we should scarcely see what 
induced St. John to introduce here the idea of aoucla: this 
idea not only has no organic connection with the proposi­
tion that all sin is not sin unto death, but it is decisively 
foreign to it, and somewhat discordant. ,v e should be 
obliged to take it only in a concessive way: "it is true that 
all aoucta is sin ; do not think too tenderly concerning 
,i.ouda, it also is sin;" but we should expect to read, "it is 
not sin unto death." That, however, we do not read, but only 
that there is sin which is not unto death. The idea of 
aot1da is therefore at once dropped again ; and it is entirely 
irrelevant to the proposition ffTTtV aµap-rta 01) 7rpo<; 0avaTOV. 

Are we indeed to suppose that the apostle felt himself 
called to occupy himself with teaching here, in an inci­
dental way and without any necessity, the relation of aouda 

to aµap-rta ? 
All is changed, if we connect the words with what goes 

before: there is sin unto death, but to this (mark the 
emphatic 7rep'i i,utv'TJ<; coming first) my words do not refer; 
you cannot suppose it the design of my words (ov >..e'Y(J) Zva) 
to recommend intercession concerning it. There are indeed 
other cases quite enough, he proceeds, to which your inter­
cessory prayer may find application, 'lT'Q,fTa aouda aµap-rta 
ErTTLv; wherever there is any measure of unrighteous­
ness, there is sin, and the fit occasion therefore for interces­
sion. Thus the apostle really says that there are sins unto 
death and sins not unto death. To the former of these two 
propositions there are added two parenthetical explanations: 
concerning these sins unto death St. John's exhortation 
does not treat, he does not speak of them ; and the range 
of sin for which intercession may be valid is otherwise 
large enough. This is the general bearing of the clauses ; 
they can be fully understood only through a close investiga­
tion of the idea involved in aouda. 

'Aouda and aµap-r{a are often regarded as synonyms 
varied simply in order to define the nature of sin on all 



CHAP. V. 17, 333 

sides: for example, in Heb. viii. 12, 1,?..1:wi;- i!.uoµa£ rnZi;­

UOuclat~ airri:Jv, Ka£ TWv lLµapTtWv ,cat TWv UvoµtWv aVTWv 
ov µn µv'l'}u0w, where obviously there is no consideration of 
the distinction in the three expressions respectively. But 
there are passages where this distinction comes into pro­
minence. 'Aouda is the antithesis of oi,ca£ouvV'I'}, as well 
in the sense of justitia distri7futiva as in that of justitia 
interna. The former antithesis we find in Rom. ix. 14, µ~ 
aouda 'TT'apa T,P 01:rjJ; and 2 Cor. xii. 13, xapiuau0e µot 

Tnv aOt!Cfav,-that is, pardon me if in this I have been 
unjust, and dealt with you in a manner not correspondent 
with fustitia distribiitiva. But we find c:iouda much oftener 
used as the antithesis to justitia interna, internal righteous­
ness; and in this sense only is it a synonym of aµap-rta: 
in the former sense it is only one species of aµap-r{a as a 
genus. As oi,caiouvv'I'} is one of St. Paul's fundamental 
ideas, it is in his writings that we find aoi,c{a most 
frequently occurring. For its relation to aµap-r{a we may 
consult Rom. vi. 13, as a leading passage, µn 7raptuTaV€T€ 

Ta µe"'A.1'} uµwv 37rXa aOt!Ciai;- -ri, aµap-rtq,. Unrighteousness 
uses the body of man as the means by which it declares 
itself: this is certainly the sense of 37rXa, even though we 
should leave undisturbed its proper signification. And the 
end of this employment of men's members, its result-thus 
we accept the dative-is the aµap-rta. This latter, there­
fore, is the full expression in fact of that former, the form 
under which the aot,c{a in every particular case appears; 
aot,c{a is the mind which suggests the meaning of aµapTla, 

and what it presupposes. 
We are carried one step further by the comparison of 

aOtKia and avoµ{a. s::focatOUVV'TJ is the ideal which man 
should set before him, and aot,c{a is disharmony with that; 
but avoµ{a is not simply the falling below a standard or 
ideal, it is also a violation of right. The idea of obligation 
is wanting in the aOtlC{a, but it is present in avoµ{a; the 
notion of guilt inheres in avoµla, but not in a3tKia. This 
latter presents the condition of man as one opposed to per­
fection ; avoµ{a at the same time suggests that it is one of 
guilt, because it is 7rapa/3auti;-. If the vaµoi;- makes sin 
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exceeding sinful, then avoµ{a is the definition of this deepest 
and most aggravated aspect of sin. 

'From what has been said, it now appears that aµapT(a 

marks out the individual act, or even the total character 
of the man, as evil; while aouda and avoµfa indicate the 
point of view from which it is thus evil,-that is, either 
as it is discordant with the idea of oucaiocruv'TJ, or as it 
is violation of positive law, the voµor;. When St. John 
teaches that -rrii<;a aoucfa f<TTlV aµapTLa, he intends to say 
that every instance of declension from the normal character 
of the Christian, from the Christian ideal, is realized and 
condensed into aµapT{a. NO man can be &ou,o<; without 
doing aoucla ; and the doing of unrighteousness is simply 
aµapT{a. The proposition here laid <lown is in principle 
equivalent to saying that the corrupt tree must bring forth 
evil fruits; only that here more emphasis is laid on the 
fact that all unrighteousness, everything not right, that is 
in man, is at the same time aµapT{a or positive sin. 
Every defect of righteousness is concurrently absolute sin; 
every negative must suggest its corresponding positive; 
every minus of righteousness employ a plus of sin. Thus 
the proposition 'TT'O,<Ta aouda aµapTia f<TTLV indicates how 
wide a range the idea of sin has. While the definition of 
each sin as avoµia, eh. iii. 4, enlarges the meaning of the 
idea aµapTfa, our present sentence enlarges its compre­
hension or range. And thua this proposition is well 
adapted to the purpose of showing how little the apostle, 
speaking of intercession, could have thought of sin unto 
death : there are, indeed, so many sins with regard to 
which intercession may be applied, that the sin for which 
it has no validity may be left altogether out of notice. 

If this, then, is the meaning of our two verses, it is 
plain that St. John neither says nor purposes to say 
anything about the nature of these sins 7rpor; 0avaTOV: all 
he emphasizes is, that intercession and its fruit avail only 
for sins not unto death. Intercession has only to do with 
them : that is the deeply important presupposition of the 
writer, never too much to be considered. That is, when 
I • , ' "S:, ' , <:, .., ~' ' ~ ' ' ' le says f.UV Tt, W[I TOV UOf.l\.'t'OV aVTOV aµ,apTaVOVTQ, JJ,rJ 
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'0' '' ,i:-, tl· k r- -dl 7rpor; ava-rov atTlj<T€t Kat owuEt, ns ta ·es 1or grante t 1at, 

while only in this case, yet certainly in this case, he has 
confidence in the intercession being heard. If he had 
meant to say that only in this case intercession would be 
heard, he must have written either Uv nr; tD'[} Kat alTryuy, 
~ I 't I ,,~ \ '~ "'\.,I.,\ f' / ) I \ 

owu€t or Eav nr; to'{/ TOV ao€"''t'ov aµ,apTavovTa, atTTJ<Tft Kat 

OW<TEt tw~v To'ir; a.µapnivouut µ,~ 7rpor; 0ava'TOV; but, as he 
places the aµapTCtVEtV µ~ 7rpo<; 0civa'TOV in the premiss and 
the al-rryuei in the conclusion, his meaning can be only 
this, that prayer must be offered only in case there is no 
sin unto death involved. The same follows also from the 
proposition, ou 7r€pt €Ke{v17<; AE"fW Zva lpw-rryuy. If these 
words of the apostle do not make prayer for sin unto death 
an end, it follows that there was no such prayer, for an end 
al ways refers to the attainmeut of something not present ; 
if he had purposed to inhibit prayer that might be hesitating 
as to the sin unto death, he urnst have said AE"f,.,, Zva µry 

and not ou AE"fW Zva. 

After having thus discussed the details, let us once 
more glance at the general connection. Supposing a right 
state of heart (ver. 13), there may be confidence in prayer 
(ver. 14), in that prayer which has in itself the assur­
ance that it is heard (ver. 15). And hence (as the future 
alT~aet asserts) that must and will be offered wherever 
it is possible, that is, in regard to sins not unto death. 
How then, in the apostle's meaning, is the sin not unto 
death to be discerned? By this, that for it and only for 
it arc we to pray,-that is, in the sense of ver. 15, in 
the name of Jesus and JJ,€Td. 7rapp17u{ar;. Such prayer as 
this is in the case of sins unto death impossible. For as it 
is essential to this prayer that it has its energy in God, 
and accords perfectly with His will, it can never be offered 
where a man has fallen hopelessly into ruin: when, generally, 
a man is lost, while this takes place undoubtedly through 
an act of self-determination, it is also according to God's 
will, and God cannot possibly by His Spirit prompt to 
prayer which is contrary to His will. Presupposing that 
we have the true Christian feeling,-and this presupposition 
impresses the whole of the conclusion of the Epistle,-I 
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1nust feel myself urged to intercede for an erring brother ; 
and when I have this impulse, this constitutes the 
assurance that his sin is not unto death : in regard to a 
sin unto death, I may indeed entertain good wishes for a 
brother, but never offer prayer €V ovoµa-n 'l'T]ITOV, JJ,€Ttl, 

rrrapp,,,uta~. And where this strong confidence of petition 
is wanting to the Christian, who as such is filled with 
vehement brotherly love, and is conscious of freedom from 
every personal impulse, ou ),hy(J) t'va alr~,rr,: he must not 
think himself urged by the apostle's words, misunderstand­
ing those words, to offer such a prayer; he must not 
stimulate his heart to that. Thus our passage is made 
most aptly to accord with what we have discerned to be 
the issue of the biblical teaching generally, and specially 
the J ohannaean. St. John gives no external mark of the sin 
unto death ; for this it cannot have, inasmuch as it is not 
the nature of the sin, but that of the sinner, that stamps its 
signature on sin unto death. He says only that where 
there is no sin unto death the Christian (the presupposal 
that he is a true Christian must be made very emphatic) 
will offer the true and all-acceptable intercession: wherever, 
then, such a prayer issues from the full hea1t there can 
certainly be no sin unto death. But he says nothing 
positively as to our relation to sinners unto death : he only 
declares that he does not exhort to intercession for them ; 
they are for the rest altogether left out of his consideration. 
Nevertheless, it is plain, however indirectly plain, as well 
from these words as from the nature of the case, that for 
such sinners the prayer of acceptance is utterly out of the 
question.1 

1 So far as concerns the general apprehension of our text, comparison with 
the passages of the Gospels respecting the sin against the Holy Spirit, and 
that of the Epistle to the Hebrews respecting those who cannot be renewed 
to repentance, is, strictly speaking, irrelevant. Nevertheless it is an 
interesting question whether the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit and 
apostasy from grace received are of the same import, and of the same import 
and comprehension as the sin unto death; or whether this last is the genus 
of which the others are species. For, that all blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost is an 1,,,,_,.p.-la. <rpos Oa.,no, seems certain, because the impossibility of 
forgiveness certainly involves everlasting death ; and the same may be said 
of Heb. vi. But the sins marked out in these passages might be individual 
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VERSE 18. 

ornaµEv ih, 'TrQS () ,Y€,Y€11VTJ/.J,EVO<; EiC TOV Bwv, ovx aµap­

Tllvec &.AA' '0 ,yev117JBe'1s €,c ToU 0eoii, 'T'l}pt'i €avT0v, ,cal 0 
'TrOV'l'}po<; ovx li.7rTli'Tat aUTOV. 

We have the close of the Epistle in vers. 13-1 7. What 
the Christian receives for himself, the swiJ alwvwr; in faith, 
and what it confers on him for the benefit of the brethren, 
that is, the power to bring them into the kingdom of God 
by intercession, has been fully and conclusively exhibited. 
The three verses that follow, which bespeak their internal 
connection by the thrice-repeated resumption of the ornaµev 
at the beginning of the clauses, give a kind of recapitulation 
of the three constitutive elements out of which the happy 
estate of Christians has been constructed, as in the exposi­
tion of the whole Epistle so particularly in the summary of 

expressions of the sin unto death Ly the side of others. It is not so, how. 
ever ; but we have in all three places only diverse expressions of one thing ; 
they all have the same range and extent. As it respects Matt. xii. 31 and 
the parallels, this is proved by the circumstance that these passages and our 
present one look back to the same Old Testament fundamental declarations 
concerning the sins i!r.>i ,,:::i which are followed by excision. More exactly, 

T T - : 

1\Iatt. xii. 31 refers back to Num. xv. 30. The Septuagint translates 9'.!~ 
there by {J,:>.a.trqmµ,,,, ; and the Peschito gives for the {3:>.a.atnµ,:a of Matt. 
xii. 31 the word standing in Num. xv. in the form of )'~ii~~- Now, if 

Num. xv. is the original text for Matt. xii., that is very important for the 
meaning of /3:>.a.11tnµ,,,, in the latter. That is to say, in Numbers, sins not 
of word but of act are alluded to, and we must therefore take /J,J..a.11tnµ,,,, in 
the wider sense; accordingly in Matt. xii. also the blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost is intended not of words only, but also of actions. Indeed, it 
follows from this passage itself that the /3:>.a.11tnµ,ia. ,,.,ii "'""fl-"',,.'' is possible 
without the Spirit being mentioned : the Pharisees were in danger of com­
mitting this in the words they had spoken before, in which the Holy Ghost 
does not occll1'. 'fo blaspheme the Spirit means to ascribe to the evil spirit 
that which men might and must acknowledge to be the work o:i the Holy 
Ghost; to ascribe it to the evil spirit against their knowledge and conscience, 
and thus deliberately to harden themselves against the operation of the Spirit. 
And this very sinning in spite of the knowledge of the truth and the power 
to follow it, this hardening, is meant in Heb. vi. But all this is essentially 
the same which, as we have seen, St. John here signifies by the a.µ,a.p,,./a "'P'' 
da,a..-.. : for he alone falls unsalvably and irremediably into death who 
refuses the power of life brought near to him, and absolutely closes his heart 
against it. 

1 JOHN. y 
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the three previous verses. The first point of importance is 
to seize the relation of the three clauses to each other. As 
the ryeyevvrJrr0at €1' Tou 0eou of ver. 18 and the eZvat J,c 
Tou 0eou of ver. 19 mean essentially the same thing, the 
element that distinguishes the two thoughts must lie in the 
second half of the two clauses severally: as to the former, 
the emphasis rests on this, that the child of God does not 
sin; as to the latter, on this, that the world lieth in the 
wicked one. The substance of the first two verses is there­
fore to this effect : that one born of God is as such with­
drawn from sin and the devil; and that one born of God as 
such stands in opposition to the world subjected to the 
devil and sin. For the conjunction of the two proposition,;; 
oroaµ,ev ~'rt €/C 7"01J 0eou lrrµ,ev and O ICD<rµ,or; OAOr; f.V 'T"<fJ 

?TOV7JPP ,ce'imt can yield no other meaning than that, in 
virtue of our assurance touching our being born of God, 
we know ourselves to be in contrast and opposition to the 
ungodly world. It would be more in formal harmony 
with the phraseology of St. John to regard the second 
clause as not dependent on oroaµev on, taking it as 
an independent proposition ; but as to the thing itself, it 
is understood that the evil of the world is also known 
to us. 

The first part of ver. 18 is both in substance and in 
form a resumption of eh. iii. 9a. The apostle is not con­
cerned about what the Christian may be at any supposed 
period of his militant course, but about what he is according 
to his vocation and the end of his development. The sin­
lessness and the perfect antithesis in which he stands to 
the world are not found in the whole of his history, but 
arc the result of that history. As we during our stage of 
development still have sin in us, so also the world is not at 
first wholly surrendered to the power of darkness, but the 
power of light still more or less works in it ; it will, how­
ever, finally come to this, that on its part there will be total 
night, and on the part of the children of God absolute day 
and light. Concerning this relation between us, which 
more and more clearly works itself out, we have already 
the knowledge (o'toaµ,ev), we know it as the true and the 
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right relation. The second part of ver. 18 does not form, 
like the first, a resumption of a previous statement : it is 
true that T1Jp€'iv is common enough in our Epistle, but it 
has always had evToX~ as its object; just as in the Gospel 
this word or AO"fO<; is the ordinary object of the T1Jpliv. A 
person is the object, as in our passage, in John xvii. 12-16, 
as also in Rev. iii. 10 ; but in both cases there is a preposi­
tional definition connected with it : in the former ev defines 
the sphere in which, in the latter elC defines the sphere 
against which, we are to be defended. In our present 
passage there is no such closer definition: the child of God 
keeps himself in the estate of a child of God simply. As 
to the reflexive form of the sentence, we may compare 
eh. ii. 3 : 7Tas o €XWV Thv eX,r[oa TaVT1JV U"fvtt€£ EaVTOV. 
Generally speaking, sanctification and preservation are 
elsewhere regarded as God's work in man; but here they 
are regarded as duty incumbent on man himself: thus the 
ethical side, that of our freedom, is placed in all the 
clearer light. This self-preservation is the hindering cause 
that the devil, o 7TOV1Jpo<;, ovx ;;,7T'TETa£ avTOU, Probably 
there lies in the words a remembrancer of Gen. iv., where 
sin is described as a ravenous thing at the door; and 
watchful care of self appears to be the means for securing 
ourselves against it. The seduction of the enemy is only 
admissible to him who does not rightly guard his house. 
The d,7T'T€cr0ai may be taken in the strongest sense : the 
devil cannot even touch such a child of God, much less 
carry him off as a prey. Or &7rTecr0ai may be taken 
in a broader sense, like the corresponding ~ Y~~ of Gen. 
xxvi. 11, Josh. ix. 13, that of inflicting any harm on its 
object. 

VERSE 19. 

oroaµev ()T£ €IC TOV 01:ov icrµev, ,ml ~ /COG'µo<; OAO<; €V T<p 
7T'OV1JP'f' ,ce'iTat. 

Whilst we thus know OUI"selves, as the children of God, 
to be secure against any contact with the evil one, we 
know, on the other hand, that the world is perfectly under 
the power of this evil one. 'E,c TOV emu and €V T~;, 
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'ITOV'T/Plf are the representatives of the antitl1esis. It 
follows from this collocation itself, as also from the analogy 
with o wov'T}po,; in the previous verse, that the dative is to 
be here taken as masculine and not as neuter. Further, 
we are led to this by the fact that 'ITOV'T}po,; never occurs as 
a neuter throughout the Epistle. But this certainly makes 
the ,cE'i:rai ev all the more difficult. There is no instance 
in the New Testament of ICEZa-0ai ev being connected with 
a personal name; but Sophocles, CEdip. Col. 258, seems to 
give an illustration: ev i'Jµ,µi w,; Ehrp ICE{µ,E0a 'TAaµ,ovE<;. 

Antigone's meaning is : In you Athenians we, with all our 
life and hope and expectation, are perfectly bound up; on 
you depends not only the specific gift which we would have 
of you, but we ourselves, with all that we are and have, 
depend on you. So it is here. The world rests on Satan, 
its whole being as world is constituted by its relation to 
him; devil and world are ideas so interpenetrating each other, 
that the latter comes to its full meaning only through the 
former. It is obvious that the world is to be understood 
here, as in eh. ii. 15, of the world as pervaded with sin. 
And () ,coaµo,; OA.O<; IC€1,'Ta£ €1) 'T<p 'ITOVY]ptp, which is more 
pregnant than oXo,; o ,coaµ,or;: it is not that the whole 
world is subjected to Satanic influence; the apostle makes it 
emphatic that the world as a whole, without any qualifica­
tion or exception, all that is in it absolutely, is under his 
sway. 

VERSES 20, 21. 

O ,,~ ~, ., • " ~ e ~ " , ~ ,~ . -
waµEv 0€ OT£ 0 VtO<; TOU ~ €OU 'YJIC€£ • /Ca£ OfOW/CfV 'TJJJ,tV 

~ rl , \ )"\. 0 I I t t "" 
oiavotav, wa ryivwa,cwµ,Ev Tov a"-'YJ tvov· ,cat EUJJ,EV 1;;v T<p 

U.A.1)0tvw, EV TW VlW aVTOU 'J,,,a-ou XptaTw, OOTO<; f(j'r£1) 0 ' " ' ., .. 
.... 0 ' a ' ' ' ,-_ ' ' ' T ' ,,_ "' 't: ' ' a"-'T} tvo,; OEoi;-, /Cat 'T] -.wYJ atwvtor;. EICVta, .,,u"-asaTE EaVTour; 

&.7TO T6Jv elOWAruv. &µ~v. 
Since the two previous verses are opposed, as asyndeta, 

to the twentieth, which is connected with them by U, we 
may at once infer that vers. 18 and 19 contain in some 
sense two parallel thoughts, to which ver. 20 presents one 
that corresponds similarly to both of them. And so we 
find it. The previous verses alleged that we know in what 
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relation our divine souship places us to sin and to the 
world : here it is unfolded that we are conscious of the 
ground of this relation to both. Christ by His manifesta­
tion has given us the knowledge of Him that is true, and 
thereby furnished us with the right view of our relation to 
God and the world. This we have in the oiavoia, and 
with it the relation of ver. 20 to what has preceded. The 
word oiavota comes most frequently before us in Old Testa­
ment quotations, where it is, as generally or often in the· 
Septuagint, the translation of .:!?. or .:1";8, But in all instances 
of its occurrence, apart from such an Old Testament founda­
tion, it seems to have a narrower signification, corresponding 
to its conjunction with ota, that of the discerning and 
distinguishing thought, or the faculty of distinction. This 
it is most clearly in 2 Pet. iii. 1 : the apostle would 
stimulate the el">..u,ptv~'> oufvota of the church Jv -inroµv~uet, 

by means of its remembrance. The el">..u,ptv~'> itself suggests 
the gift of discernment : it signifies that which approves 
itself pure under the keenest test ("ptvw), under the light 
of the sun (Er">..77, cf. 17J\.to<;). And the same meaning is 
confirmed by its connection with what follows : the church 
should distinguish, by means of their discerning faculty, 
the teaching of the false prophets from the true apostolical 
7rapaoocn<;. Similarly, in Eph. iv. 1 7, the €U"OTtUf',€110£ 'Tfi 
oiavotq, are those whose faculty of discernment was so 
obscuretl that they had lost any standard for the distinction 
of good and evil, divine holiness and worldly corrnption. 
The µ,a-rat6T'T/'> Tov 1100<; consists in this, that the Gentiles 
had absolutely no sentiment of the baseness of the change 
between the divine life and utter impurity (a7r'TJA"/'T/K6TE'> 

'T'O auEA"/Etq,). It is not otherwise in 1 Pet. i. 13, where 
h , Jo- I \ ' ,1,' " ~ I r " t e ava.,,wuaµEvot Ta<; ou-,,va<; T'YJ'> otavota<; vµ,wv as pre-

dicate to T€AElw<; J")...1r{uaTE indicates that the church must, 
by a keen and sure discrimination (oiavota), sever all other 
objects from their hope, and hold fast to that of the revela­
tion of Christ. This special meaning of oufvota comes out 
with less precision in the two other passages, Eph. ii. 3, and 
Col. i. 21. In the former, the plural permits only a more 
general reference; it is obvious that the oiavoia must not 
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be referred to the various individuals, as if the ouivota 
were ascribed to each of them, but the plural otavoiwv 
must be referred to each individual. In Col. i. 21, how­
ever, it should be observed that the pregnant expression 
e-x,0por; ,-fi otavo{q does not so much signify that the soul is 
the seat or sphere of the enmity, as that the ground of the 
enmity lay in their own thinking and in their own personal 
decision, so that the meaning we considered above glimmers 
through this text also. Eut as to our passage in this 
Epistle the meaning of discerning faculty admirably suits, 
and it alone suits. Christ has given us ouivotav, not 
,-~v ouivotav: not the fulness of all spiritual ability had 
been imparted to man, but, as the absence of the 
article shows, with reference to the particular point in 
question, the power to discern the true God, and to 
recognise, as opposed to Him the true God, the false 
gods ( erowxa ). 

But this knowledge is also the ground of that other, by 
which we know ourselves as God's children to be separated 
from sin, while the world on the other hand lies in the 
wicked one. Thus our verse approves itself to be the 
foundation on which the two former rest. The central and 
fundamental fact is by ol set over against them, as they are 
the consequences of it; while at the same time the particle 
defines this to be the supreme matter. This ouivota is, 
more closely examined, the gift of the Son of God who has 
come : o vlor; TOU eeou 71,m. Christ is here described as 
the Son of God, because He alone as o EiC TOU oupavov 
1CaTa/3ar; (John iii. 13) can impart the knowledge of the 
Father; which knowledge, however, He has imparted by 
the very fact of His coming. He that knows Him who has 
come has received thereby the gift of oiavota; for he 
acknowledges Jesus as the light, and has come to a clear 
perception about light and darkness generally. The gift of 
Otavota enables us to know TOV CJ.ATj0tvov. 

This expression is an elect one of St. John, for we find 
it very seldom outside of his writings. It is not synonymous 
with aXTJ0~r;. We have perceived in a.XTJ0~r; and aX~0.,,a 
an absolute property, but aXTJ0tvor; is a relative idea, and 
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signifies what corresponds to its name and tlie nature that 
name expresses. The present passage refers back to J ohu 
xvii. 3 : aiJT'T} E<TT£V ~ sw~ alwvto,, 7va "'ftVW<TK(J)(]"L (]"€ TOV µovov 
CLA.1}0tVOV Beov Ka£ &v a,rl<TT€£A.a', 'l1)<TOVV Xpt<TTOV. Not 
only have we in our verse the a'A.7J0tvor; Bt:or; again and His 
Son Jesus Christ, but also the sw~ alwvtor;, and that in both 
cases as the gift of the Son of God. The Father is here 
termed i:ix,,,Owor; without the addition of Bt:6.,: He is the 
Being who alone in the highest degree corresponds with 
His name. But not only do we know to discern Him as 
the True from all dis ficticiis; we are also in this only true 
God (,ea{ foµev ev Trj, a'A.'1}0tv<j,), and that in virtue of our 
being in His Son (ev T<p vlp avTOV 'l'T}<TOV Xpt<TT<j,). For 
it is impossible on grammatical and logical grounds to refer 
the second aX,,,Oivor; as it were to Christ, and to interpret : 
" we are in Him that is true, that is, in His Son Jesus 
Christ," as if the second ev were in explanatory opposition 
to ev T<p a'A.7J0tv<j,. When we simply hear the two proposi­
tions, " we know Him that is true, and we are in Him that 
is true," it is the most obvious thing to understand in both 
cases Him that is true of the same subject. And how 
very harsh would be the apposition : " we are in Him 
that is true,-that is to say, in His Son, the Son of Him 
that is true." The same meaning, that we now in fel­
lowship with Christ have also fellowship with God, is 
obtained by our interpretation; only that the clause is 
much more simple, if we take the second ev as a state­
ment of the means through which we attain to the elvat 
ev Ta. ax7J0ww. 

n'ut the q~estion whether Christ is here called ax,,,Owor; 
Bt:or; is not yet settled. It has to be determined whether 
the ov-ror; of the next proposition refers to the locally and 
immediately preceding subject, vior; TOV Bt:ov, or to the 
more distant antecedent God. Taking the former view, 
there arises the difficulty, never yet solved by any one, that 
Christ, after the Father has just been called o aX,,,Oivor;, sc. 
Bt:o,, could be termed, indeed, clx,,,Owo, Bt:or;, but not o 
u.X,,,0w6r;. Further, a testimony to the one true God seems 
more in harmony with the final warning against idols than 
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a demonstration of the divinity of Christ : the former and 
not the latter forms the true antithesis to idols. Against 
the reference of oVTo" to God, appeal has been :made to the 
distance of this antecedent, as well as to the tautology 
which would issue from three repetitions of the same 
thought. This last reason in particular would have some 
weight if oVTo" were a simple resumption of the one idea 
aAiTJ0iv6" ; for the idea then resulting, "This true God is 
the true God," is, in fact, tautological enough. But it is 
otherwise if oVTo" refers to all that had been said of God 
before: "this God, whom Christ has taught us to know, and 
with whom through His Son we have been brought into 
living union, is the true God." Then the proposition is not 
pure tautology; but it emphasizes at the close that only 
that God has a claim to the name just assigned Him of 
true, who has been made known in Christ to the world and 
to the individual Christian. This view is supported by the 
fundamental text of John xvii. 3, where the knowledge of 
God and the.t of Christ are exhibited as equal factors in eternal 
life, just as here; only that, while there they are presented 
together as simply co-ordinate, here the internal relation of 
the one to the other is indicated (Jv T<p v[p K.T.t1..). The 
connection is also distinctly in favour of it. Our Epistle is 
directing its final address to Christians, and in its own way 
demands of them what another author speaks of as acpe'ivai 
TOIi Try" apx~" tl.O"JOII and the cpJpe(1'0ai €7i), 'Ti]ll 'TEAE£dTTJTa : 

this being so, its last exhortation to !;eep themselves from 
idols could not refer to gross idolatry ; such a dehortation 
would most inharmoniously fit the tenor of the whole 
document. The er8w'X.a are rather the ideas entertained of 
God by the false prophets of whom the apostle has spoken, 
the antichrists, who, because they have not the Son, have 
not the :Father also, without being therefore atheists in the 
common meaning of the word. But the antithesis to their 
Elow'X.ot._ is not Christ the Logos, but the Father revealed in 
the Son. All the heretics of that time would serve God. 
Against them is held up the proposition that oi!To", that is, 
this God revealed in Christ, is alone the true God, all else 
is an erow;\011. But not only is God robbed of His honour; 
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not only does man serve a false god when he seeks another 
God than the God revealed in Christ ; but he also trifles 
away his own salvation, for this only is eternal life (the 
article before S6J~ alwvw; must be struck out) : he that hath 
Him hath thereby life. He hath, according to John v., the 
life in Himself; and the life which the Son has and is, is 
r.por; TOIi 'lT'aTJpa as it is 7rapa TOU 'TT'aTpor;. There is not 
the slightest difficulty in the fact that the Father is here 
described as fw~ alwvwr;, whilst elsewhere the Son is so 
described ; on the contrary, this is in harmony with the 
close of the Epistle. In its beginning the apostle set out 
with the tw~ alwvw~ which the Xoryor; is, and which is in 
Him ; here all flows back to the primal source of all life, 
to whom the a'TT'av,yauµ.a Kal xapaKT?JP V7TOUTauewr; auTOU 

has opened the way of access, and with whom He has 
placed us in fellowship, 7va y o eeor; waVTa fV 'TT'ctaw. But 
this supreme end must be firmly maintained, there must be 
no recession from it: every mo-,nent that we forget that 
only the God revealed in Christ is o aX170wor; 01:or; Kai, SW?J 

alwvior; would place us in fellowship with the elSwXoir;. 

Hence the penetrating word of ,the apostle is a warning to 
avoid them. 

The first glance shows that the last verses (18-21) are 
not designed perfectly to recapitulate the entire contents of 
the Epistle. There is not in them any reference to brotherly 
love, which has nevertheless made up half the substance of 
it down to the close. But this, indeed, has come into con­
sideration only as the expression of a true relation to Gou 
and the means of obtaining it. From this last everything 
flows, and to it everything leads. Hence we have in these 
last verses a final emplw.sis laid on the fundamental prin­
ciples on which the Epistle rests: that we through the 
mission of the Lord Jesus Christ have fellowship with God; 
that this fellowship protects us from sin, and establishes 
us in a relation of perfect opposition to the world. But, 
indeed, the threefold plural or8aµev, the consciousness of 
cornmon relationship to God as His chil<lren, suggests the 
principle and always energetic impulse to brotherly love; 
and thus this common consciousness, as containing in itself 
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the bond with God and with our brethren, is the pleJge 
of the xapa T€TEA€t(J)µEV'l'J which the apostle promised in 
the beginning of the Epistle to bring to maturity, and to 
maturity through the establishment of fellowship with God 
and the brethren. 



GENERAL REVIEvV. 

-
A TWOFOLD aim has been pursued in the preceding 

study of our Epistle. First, we have endeavoured 
to find in itself its process of thought. But if we have 
perceived rightly what the apostle says to the churches, we 
have now to pursue the inquiry whether certain results 
cannot be established in regard to the origin of the docu­
ment: as to the end for the sake of which, as to the 
immediate occasion by reason of which, it was written. It 
is only when it organically connects itself with a definite 
time to our thoughts that we can claim to have understood it. 
But, again, our illustration of the details of the Epistle has 
sought to ascertain whether the dogmatic and ethical state­
ments which it contains may riot enable us to argue out 
the collective system of thought held by the author, so that 
we may have a clear figure of its intellectual and spir,itual 
physiognomy. To this end it was necessary that such 
passages should not only be looked at in the light of their 
meaning in every particular connection, but that they should 
be detached from their context, and the premises and con­
clusions indicated on which they rest and to which they 
lead, in order thus to find out the place they assume in the 
general system of the author's theology. Certainly we do 
not intend to say that the apostle had formed for himself a 
completed system in our sense of the word ; but at the 
same time it is not only an unobjectionable, but also a 
necessary assumption, that one unified view lay at the root 
of all the particular passages, and gave the colouring to these 
expressions. For whosoever, generally speaking, in the full 
sense of the word, thinks,-and who can deny this full sense 

31; 
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to our apostle ?-must have, though often unconeciously, a 
principle from which his specific thoughts flow : there must 
be an organic connection iu his thinking. And just in 
proportion as the view has come to be very generally 
accepted that the writings of the New Testament are mostly 
occasional writings, aiming not at laying down a dogmatic 
system, but containing only occasional utterances concem­
ing Christian dogmas in the interest of practical ends, in 
that proportion is it necessary to ascertain exactly what 
material they at least indirectly furnish for a dogmatic 
system, and what aid they at least indirectly contribute 
to the construction of such a system. The building 
materials which we have collected in these two several 
directions must now be in conclusion laid together; and 
from the detailed features we have made our own we must 
form the picture as a whole. 

TIIE CHAIN OF THOUGHT, 

In tl1is interest let us first of all glance over the process 
of thought in our Epistle. At the very outset, its intro­
duction ( eh. i. 1-4) gives us our right position as to its 
contents. We had in the first verses two series of ideas to 
distinguish. One specifies the object that was to be treated 
of: it is the sw~ alwvto,, which is the Logos, and which 
He by His manifestation has brought. The other expresses 
the certain assurance of this object as an irrefragable truth. 
Both series are found recurring in the body of the Epistle : 
the message concerning the substance and the obligations of 
the sw~ alwvw, forms the contents from eh. i. 5 to eh.· 
v. 5 ; the assurance of what is delivered is resumed in eh. 
v. 6-12, pointing back to the beginning. After what 
manner and form the sw~ alwvto, communicated to us must 
manifest and approve itself, the apostle describes in such a 
way that two principia divisionis are interwoven in his 
treatment. On the one hand, be adduces the expressions 
of this life as towards God, on the other as towards man : 
this gives one principle of division. Again, we derive 
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much aid in tracing the process of the thought throughout 
the Epistle from the following ideas, 7rEpt7raTftV Jv cf,wT{, 

7TOL€LV Thv oucatO<IVV1JV, oµOAO"f€£V TOV 'l 1)0"0VV, 7rl<IT€V€tv Eir; 

To ovoµa Tov 'I1J<Iov. It appears at a glance that the two 
ideas in the heart of the four are more closely united than 
the others, expressing only t,vo definite sides of the one 
character of the life, that of the deed and that of the word : 
hence the four may be reduced again to three. Around 
this triplicity are grouped in fact the individual parts of the 
Epistle ; and in such a way that within each section the 
above-mentioned principle of division furnishes the sections: 
the principle, namely, of relation to God first, and then 
relation to the brethren. 

The first part demands as evidence of the twh alwvior; 

communicated to us the 7rEpt1raTEtv Jv Trp cf,wTL This is, 
as we have seen, an altogether general expression, which 
denotes the sphere of life in which we are supposed to be 
conversant, embracing the aggregate of the Christian moral 
condition. The 1rEpt7raTEtv refers to all the collective and 
each individual outgoing of the life, not only in word and 
work, but also in the very thoughts: the whole is supposed 
to be dipped in light and by light evoked. But light is the 
description of the divine nature: therefore our whole life­
this is the burden of the requirement to walk Jv cf,wTl-is 

to be a life in God, in the kingdom of light; the light is to 
be the centre of all, yea, the spring from which all tl1e 
energies of this life take their rise. Accordingly this first 
part of the Epistle is altogether general. It falls into three 
sections: eh. i. 6-ii. 2; eh. ii. 3-13; eh. ii. 14-27. The 
first of these tells us that the walk in light as towards God 
must show itself as sinlessness ; the second, that towards 
the brethren it must approve itself as brotherly love; and 
the third, that towards the world opposed to Christ it must 
have an absolutely opposed relation. Each of these three 
sections is again carried out in three sub-sections. The 
sinlessness which God requires is brought to effect first 
positively through the redemption or deliverance from sin 
which we obtain through the death of Christ; then nega­
tively through the forgiveness of past sin which is acknow-
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leuged as such. Both these aspects are recapitulated in the 
third sub-section, eh. ii. 1, 2, which assumes the hortatory 
tone. Similarly the second section, treating of brotherly 
love, has three sub-sections. We perceived in dealing with 
the details that the apostle leads in the exhortation to 
brotherly love gradually, by a progressive advancement 
exhibiting this as the substance of all the divine command­
ments. First, he describes the divine will quite generally 
as ev-ro">..at -roii 01:oii, then he carries back these evroXat by 
the phrase "A.010,; -rov 01:oii to their internal unity, for he at 
the same time in the supplementary clause, TETEAELWTat n 
arya7T7] TOV 01:oii EV nµ'iv,-that is, love as it is in God is 
then also in us,-points out what concrete commandment 
this unity forms. He further defines this love more closely 
as 7rept1ra-re'iv ,ca06J,; Xptu-ro,; 7repte1rdT'TJ<TEv, and, describing 
it as the new commandment, closes with the exhortation so 
to practise it as Christ in His passion practised and taught 
it. Then the first sub-section (eh. ii. 3-5) speaks of love 
as of the old commandment ; it describes it as union with 
the divine will (ev-roXa~ 01:oii) and as union with the divine 
nature (TETEA-EUJJTat n <L"'fll'TT''l'J TOV 01:oii EV nµ'iv). The 
second sub-section (eh. ii. 6-11) leads over to love as the 
new commandment. In it is at the same time shown what 
connection exists between love and the walking in light, 
this latter being the ruling idea of the whole. If, namely, 
Christ in His whole life announced on the one hand that 
God is light, and on the other exhibited in this His life a 
great practical demonstration of love, it follows that walk­
ing in light is no other than walking in love. The third 
sub-section has, like the corresponding one in the first 
section, a hortatory tendency : it reminds the churches that 
the apostle in writing to them assumed their already stand­
ing, the old as well as the young, in the possession of a 
Christian life ( eh. ii 12, 13). And this very presupposi­
tion (eh. ii. 13, 14) is also the transition to the third 
section. The first sub-section warns against fellowship 
with the kingdom of darkness: whether the world in 
general opposed to Christianity ; or the antichrist opposition 
in particular,-tha.t is, the world as it will be bom afresh out 
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of Christianity itself ( eh. ii. 15-19). The second sub­
section declares that the church is through the possession 
of the XP'io-µa separated from this kingdom of darkness and 
furnished with the means of knowing and detecting it: 
this holy oil of anointing can and will keep them secure 
with their God and their Saviour ( eh. ii. 2 0-2 6). The 
third sub-section ( eh. ii. 2 7) sums up all again for the sake 
of laying vehement emphasis upon what had just been said. 
Thus to the apostle the first general requirement of walking 
in the light took a threefold form of development : the 
light approves itself in relation to God and before the 
brethren ; but also in opposition to the unchristian world, 
and as hatred against this, which means fidelity (µEvEw) 
towards God. 

But now the apostle proceeds a step further. A general 
walk or conversation in light, in such and such a specific 
atmosphere, is not all the obligation that the possession of 
tw~ alwvtor;; entails upon us : we have been thereby not 
only translated into a new sphere of life, but also inwardly 
renewed and ourselves thoroughly transformed. The <pwr;; 

has entered into us; we have been born of God. This 
idea of the divine begetting rules the whole treatment from 
eh. ii. 18 to eh. v. 5: it is this which, at the end of the 
part thus defined, at the beginning of the fifth chapter, is 
taken up again ; thus by the resumption marking the limits 
of the part of the Epistle we now consider. In order to 
show what obligations on us are included in the ryEryw­
vi/uBai J,c Toii E>Eoii, the apostle resorts for aid to the 
mediating idea of 7rappTJuta. At the appearing of Christ 
for judgment, that which is within us will be made mani­
fest; and we shall have therefore to prove ourselves 
whether the total transformation of our nature which is 
required has taken place: more precisely, whether the 
oi,caiouvvTJ, which constitutes the divine nature, is approved 
also in us. The deed is, however, the standard of the 
being, and therefore our being the children of God must be 
demonstrated by our acts; while, on the other hand, the 
principle from which our act springs furnishes a standard 
of judgment with regard to it, and therefore the works of 
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righteousness must approve themselves as having sprung 
from the Spirit of God. To sum up, the divine birth, or 
inward renewal, gives evidence of itself only in two ways: 
one, that itself governs and transforn1s all our action; the 
other, that this action may be traced back to the Spirit of 
God, as the :Factor of the new birth. The former is the 
substance of eh. iii.; the latter, of eh. iv. 1-16. Then 
there is a<lded a retrospective conclusion, eh. iv. 17, 18, 
which lays stress upon this, that where these two postulates 
are both found the panhesia or confidence enters certainly 
and infallibly. The second part is in two aspects an 
advance upon the first. Primarily, we have in the first 
chapters to do with walking in the light, and thus with be­
longing to the kingdom of God, and being moulded by its 
influences ; but here we have to do with the divine birth, 
and thus with a power which makes us individually into 
members of this kingdom of God. Then, secondly, there 
the question was of walking in the light, and therefore of 
the uniYersal bearing an<l tendency of the life; here the 
question is of the concrete expressions of this walk, the 
tokens of the divine birth which meet the eye. 

:First, for the demonstration of sonsliip to God in act, 
which is exhibited in two directions: in relation to God it 
is a doing of righteousness (eh. iii 1-10), in relation to the 
brethren it is the office of love (eh. iii. 11-18); and then 
comes the resumiJ in eh. iii. 19-23. Our act Godward is 
shown in two sub-sections: first, eh. iii. 1-3, we have the 
necessity of 7rot€'iv 'T~V OtKatoG'VV'TJV. In eternity we shall 
be like the Lord, as He is ; the way thither is the same 
which He took in His process of glorification: that is to 
say, all depends on our being like Him as He was, in 
avoiding sin, and doing righteousness. The second sub­
section, eh. iii. 4-10, more closely explains the meaning of 
this requirement : the righteousness must be pure and 
simple, since every residuum of sin would manifest us as 
still belonging to Satan. 

Secondly, for the other side, the approval of our sonship 
to God by the acts of brotherly love is similarly illustrate<l 
in two sub-sections: in eh. iii. 11-15, it is the negative 
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antithesis to the hatred which is the signature of the world; 
in eh. iii. 16-18, it is positive, and emphasis is laid upon 
the importance of actual doin,g which has as its funda­
mental characterization the spirit of -rt0Jvai -r~v yvxryv. 

The third sub-section deduces a resnme from the former,­
that is to say, the consciousness of actual brotherly love, to 
wit, the exhibition of sonship to God in some measure at 
least, may amidst the manifold accusations of our heart 
comfort us so far as we thereby discern that we have made 
a sure beginning, while, indeed, the full confidence depends 
up.on the completeness of the 'TT"Ote'iv -r~v ou,ato<TvV?)V. 

But to this divine sonship belongs not only a certain 
doing, but also a specific source of that doing,-that is, the 
Spirit of whom we are born and from whom our deeds 
must spring. That the idea 7rvevµa, e~ ov o 0eoi; ~µiv 

eow,cev and the idea "fE,Yevvrw0at e,c -rov Beov are substan­
tially the same is evident from eh. iii. 4 : the reception of the 
Spirit makes us children of God. In the acknowledgment 
that our salvation rests upon the divine act in the mission 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, being thus divinely wrought, 
and in the acknowledgment, on the other hand, that our 
good relation to the brethren is certainly divinely wrought 
too, inasmuch as the love that God has flows into us,-the 
acknowledgment, in short, that our whole life, as well in 
its relation Godward as in its relation towards the brethren, 
purely and absolutely rests upon the divine act,-we have 
the demonstration that the deeds demanded in the third 
chapter have their source in the principle of our sonship to 
God. Where, then, these two marks are found, the required 
course of action and the consciousness as to their divine 
origin, there is the evidence adduced of the ,ye,yevvij<I0ai e,c 

-rov Beov. The section we have now considered also divides 
itself again into three sub-sections. The first, eh. iv. 1-6, 
so unfolds the thought that our fellowship with God rests 
upon a divine act, as to show that only through our acknow­
ledgment of Jesus as the Son of God wrought by the Holy 
Ghost is such a fellowship with God possible, while without 
it we are surrendered to the pseudo-prophetic spirit. The 
second sub-section, eh. iv. 7-12, unfolds the parallel thought 

troH~ Z 
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that our brotherly love also is based on the divine causality, 
in such a manner as to show, or by showing, how all human 
loving is not an independent activity, but is only a reflec­
tion and effluence of the divine nature of love. The third 
sub-section, eh. iv. 14-16, recapitulates the two former. 

When at this point, eh. iv. 17, 18, the apostle introduces 
afresh the idea of the parrhesia or confidence, which he first 
laid down in the theme-clause, eh. ii. 2 9, and took up again 
in the resume, eh. iii. 19, it is made clear, as already 
remarked, that we have from eh. ii. 28 to eh. iv. 18 one 
whole, the two parts of which must have had in the spirit 
of the author an internal bond of connection. 

Up to this point we have had two main parts to dis­
tinguish, the the!llcS of which were 1repi1raTe'iv ev tpCJJ-rt 
and ,ye,yevviJu0ai e" Tov E>eov respectively. Both these 
were unfolded according to two aspects : in each came 
clearly into consideration the relation to God and the rela­
tion to the brethren. The internal coherence and unity of 
these two relations is evinced copiously in eh. iv. 19-v. 5 : 
in each of them the leading principle of the other is already 
involved. That is to say, eh. iv. 19-21 contains the evi­
dence that in the idea of love not only the relation to the 
brethren, but also that to God is rooted; eh. v. 1-5 con­
tains the evidence that in the idea of faith not only the 
relation to God, but also the relation to the brethren is 
included. And, in order to exhibit the internal unity 
of the whole material of this section, St. John introduces 
also here the relation to the "ouµor;, demonstrating in eh. 
v. 4, 5 that this, too, follows from the idea of faith. 

At the outset of this summary, we pointed to the fact 
that the ideas 7r€pt7raTe'iv lv T<p tpCJJTt, 1rote'iv -r~v ot"aiouvv'T}v, 
oµoJ..o,ye'iv TOV 'l'T}UOVV, 7T£UT€V€lV elr; TO IJ-voµa 'l'T}UDV, per­
vade the entire Epistle. It has been shown that the first 
is the representative of the development in eh. i. and ii.; 
the second and third rule the two parts of the second 
main division ; not till the last section does the 1rlunr; 

come in. There is a progression in these ideas which 
will not escape our notice, particularly in the last three. 
While the first of them refers to the acts, the second refers 
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to the word, the third to the heart or centre of the life. It 
is true that in the oµ,o"A.ory1;'iv TOV 'I,,,uovv of eh. iv. the 
predicate, the avowing or confessing, recedes behind the 
object confessed: the apostle lays all the stress not upon 
the form, the confessing, but upon the importance of what 
is confessed. But there is good reason for his adopting 
as the predicate oµ,o)\.oryE'iv instead of using the term 
'TT't<TTEVEtV. For it was his object in the second leading 
part, according to the distribution given at the outset, to 
show upon what the consciousness of sonship to God rests: 
not this latter in itself, but the consciousness of it, can 
alone produce the affection of confidence. This, however, 
rests not upon the objective reality of the Divine Spirit in 
me, but upon the subjective consciousness of it in my heart, 
which is brought to consummation in the oµo"A.oryliv. But 
at the close, where the apostle is unfolding that the relation 
to God and the relation to the brethren are inseparably and 
most inwardly one, each involving the other, it is naturally 
not his object to choose any term which should exhibit the 
external confirmation of the one or the other relation : he 
must exhibit this itself in its inwardness. Hence at this 
point the .,rtunr; begins to predominate in the discourse, the 
other words only revolving around these as pendants. It 
is the idea of faith which, as the Gospel shows, is central 
to St. John. The Epistle, too, knows no other than this : 
,ypaipw vµ,'iv TOtr; 'TrtG'T€VDVO"tV lva 'TT'tO"TEl/7/TE, which we may 
place in distant analogy with the Pauline €IC 7r{uTEwc; Eli; 

7r{unv. The document, which demonstrates in its general 
course how faith must express itself and be confirmed or 
approved, comes back at its close to the exhibition of all 
as the expression and influence of faith. 

We come now to the closing section of the Epistle. Two 
series of ideas, as we have seen, were excited in the readers 
by the introduction: there was an annunciation to be made 
concerning the Logos as the source and giver of life; and, 
on the other hand, this announcement was declared to be 
one raised above doubt. This latter point, the guarantee 
of all, the apostle has yet to unfold. He now reverts to 
the idea of the µ,apTvpta, which in eh. i. 1-3 was made 
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so prominent. The witnesses, eh. v. 6-9, and the effects of 
these testimonies, eh. v. 10-12, now occupy his attention. 

There remains still the conclusion, which corresponds 
with the introduction. It also resolves itself into three 
sections. The first, eh. v. 13-1 7, once more specifies the 
substance of that eternal life of which the Epistle treats : 
it consists of faith in the Son of God, of love as towar<ls 
the brethren, which preserves them in the kingdom of God 
by intercession. The second gives in three clauses the 
signature of the child of God as opposed to the child of 
this world (eh. v. 18-20). The third, ch. v. 21, sums 
up in a hortatory warning the entire practical aim of the 
entire treatise. 

As it has now been made clear, the whole Epistle is 
almost entirely and down to its details governed by a 
threefold distribution: only here and there does the thought 
develope itself in two members, while for the most part 
even then a synthetic or recapitulatory member is added. 
It is true that occasionally theories of number have 
been abused in regard both to the Old and to the New 
Testament; and mistrust as to what might suggest them 
may indeed be justifiable. On the other side, it is 
impossible to deny that in the formal presentation ancl 
construction of Scripture definite numbers play their part. 
And, as it respects our present case, it is to us a pledge of 
correctness that the observation of a certain triplicity in 
the Epistle arose out of the resume of the whole, and did 
'!lot, as it were, prejudice us at the outset, and thus insinuate 
itself into the pursuit of its chain of thought. That 
Luthardt long since established the fact that the number 
three is a divisor in the Gospel, though without exhibiting it 
in such detail as we have done here, was remembered by the 
author only afterwards. However, the remark often already 
made may be made once more, that we are by no means to 
think that the writer of this treatise adjusted beforehand a 
scheme in such number and measure. The order and 
symmetry, which pervade all down to the minutest detail, 
only show how clearly and sharply the apostle was 
accustomed to think; and that, in consequence of an 
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inherent sense of order, his thoughts grouped themselves. 
with facility in a definite way. 

OCCASION AND ATM OF THE EPISTLE. 

Does this account of the general contents of the Epistle 
give us any light for the discovery of its occasion and 
purport ? There is evidently no direct obvious connec­
tion between the two; but this should only make us 
examine all the more narrowly whether or not the process 
of thought affords at least some indirect aid for the dis­
covery of the general aim. And, first of all, the impres­
sion produced upon the readers by the Epistle as a whole 
suggests a helpful intimation. We easily perceive, for 
instance, the contrast in which its collective substance 
places it to the other epistolary writings of the New 
Testament, especially the Pauline. While these latter 
always bear and everywhere show the character of docu­
ments that lay the foundation and organize, that is, have a 
creative character, our Epistle has rather the character of 
sustaining, nourishing, and building up. The former have 
to do with the basis, the latter with the superstructure. 
Not only in the Epistle to the Romans, which has most 
distinctively the fundamental stamp, the apostle in it 
showing the church how he viewed and how he executed 
his apostolical function, but in all his Epistles we hear the 
man speak whose it was to give the congregations their 
first organized formation : as to doctrine, as to constitution, 
as to ethics, as to all, he has to prepare the soil for some­
thing new. His writings have the universal characteristic 
of teaching. But it is this very characteristic which is 
wanting throughout St. John's Epistle: from beginning to 
end it is entirely restricted to the reminding tone. As in 
the first part of it the apostle again and again intimates that 
he writes to the church only under the presupposition of 
their Christian estate and character ( eh. ii. 12 seq.) ; that 
they need no instruction of any kind, having themselves 
the xp'iq-µa (eh. ii. 20, 27); so towards the end of it he 
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again reminds them that his document was calculated only 
for believers ( eh. v. 13, ,ypacpw vµ,"iv 'l'Ot<; 7rL<1''1'EVOVtnv). 

Apart from these individual expressions of the writer, 
we have ourselves observed that it is the character of the 
Epistle everywhere to exhibit the new as the old, the 
instruction now given as already known, the ethical 
demands made as already in the act of being fulfilled by 
them. Similarly the idea of the 'TEAE{wui<;, particularly of 
the 'l'fTfA.fLWJJ,EV'T} xapa, points to the fact that the apostle 
has nothing in his view but to crown the edifice. This 
characteristic of his document may be simply called the 
reminding style in contradistinction from the teaching and 
elementary style of St. Paul which lays the foundation. 

Now this difference itself in the tone indicates the dif­
ference in the position of affairs for which our Epistle is 
adapted, as compared with that in the Pauline congregations. 
To the same conclusion we are led by another consideration, 
that the relation of the church to the world outside of 
Christianity, whether Jewish or Gentile, at the time of our 
Epistle had become altogether a different thing from that 
which meets us in the earlier documents of the New Testa­
ment. In the time of St. Paul, it was matter of import­
ance to come to an understanding with each of these 
powers and to be clear of both: temptations came specifically 
from each. In our Epistle this separation of interest was 
fully accomplished, and the world is entirely overcome : 
not, indeed, in the sense that it was no longer present, but 
that a total and firm severance had taken place externally. 

First of all, the distinction between the two distinct 
camps of the enemy had vanished away: they are now 
comprehended under the one common term ,couµ,o<;. With 
St. Paul the notion predominates that Judaism was the 
ancient kingdom of God, which in no other form than this 
had lived through the ages and survived, having become 
opposed to Christianity only because it spasmodically held 
fast the obsolete, the old things which e,y,yv<; acf,aviuµ,ou ea-nv. 
With him, therefore, Judaism is a mission field co-ordinate 
with heathenism, and of the same importance. Now, with 
St. John, Judaism has utterly lost its independent position, 
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ancl relations, and meaning. The expressions o Ktuµar; and 
o Kouµor; ov-ror;, which, when St. Paul uses them, we 
immediately feel ourselves constrained to connect primarily 
with the Gentile world, are, when St. John uses them, 
descriptions of all that is outside of Christianity: he knows 
nothing now of the old distinction. With this his Gospel 
corresponds. In it also Judaism is simply a power entirely 
opposed to Christ; in it also we find Jews and Gentiles 
indiscriminately blended in the common word Kouµar;. It 

is true that in eh. i. 9, 10 Judaism is, as equivalent to ol 
,oio,, distinguished from the Kouµar; as a whole; but else­
where, and generally, Jesus is represented not as the Messiah 
of the Jews, but as the uw-r~p -roii 1couµav. He announces 
Himself to Nicodemus as the Saviour and Judge sent not 
to Judaism, but to the Kouµor;, in which the Jews are 
included and merged. In His last discourses our Lord 
speaks only of the hatred of the world, although He has to 
do immediately with the hatred of His own people. Thus 
there is no longer any difference between the world of 
Judaism and the Gentile world; both are summed up in 
the idea of the ,couµor;. This is the first thing that 
strikes us. 

But, further, the Christian relation to this Kouµ,or; is 
noteworthy. It is unrloubted that the application of this 
idea in St. John is in harmony with the current of New 
Testament phraseology so far as it is mostly referred to 
the world of mankind, while in such a way as not to 
refer to them alone or to them as such. Not mankind 
alone : for man is such, not as contrasted with the collec­
tive earthly nature and economy, but as its head. The 
inanimate creature also belongs to the Kouµor; ; for, when 
we read of a {3lor; -roii ,couµav (this world's goods), of Elva, 

EiC TOV /COIJ'µov, and µtl1'€1,V ,-a EV T<p /CO<Tµrp, all this we 
understand not merely of men, but also of all crnated 
things. Nor is it mankind as such : for that mankind 
only is thus denoted which is depraved by sin and in 
bondage to it. But such a meaning the word always has, 
even when the expression is not made complete, as o ,couµ,or; 

ou-ror;, as is relatively very C1ften the case in St. John. 
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Even when lv Tw ,coup,,.,, eivai describes a life merely lived· 
upon earth, as i~ eh. ix.' 5, 3 9, the idea first referred to is 
still involved in the world. All this is undoubtedly true, 
so far as the use of the word goes, which is common to 
St. John and the rest of Scripture. 

St. ·,John, however, has this peculiarity, that with him 
this fallen world only seldom comes into view as the object 
of salvation. It is true, indeed, that with him also the 
Lord appeared in order to redeem the world, fallen under 
the empire of sin and guilt. He is called the uwTiJP Tov 

,couµov (John iv. 42; 1 John iv. 16), and swiJ TOV /COUµov 
(John vi 52), and finally, t>..auµoc;: 7rep'/, oi\ov TOV ,couµov. 
Yet it is still more frequent with him to represent the 
world, not as a missionary sphere, and therefore as an un­
christian territory which must be christianized, but as the 
principle which opposes the church of Christ in rigid and 
cold enmity, in short, as the anti- Christian kingdom. 
Especially marked is this style of thought in the Lord's 
last discourses and in our Epistle, between which generally 
the points of contact are so exceedingly many. The world 
is not the sea which contains good fishes and bad; it is the 
sphere and abode of total darkness. It is this which we 
meant when we spoke above of the severance with the 
world being complete : Christianity and the world have 
become absolute opposites. And it is to be observed that 
this deep antithesis is not emphasized in the manner of an 
urgent warning and exhortation to a void and be on their 
guard against the world; wherever the world is mentioned 
in our Epistle, it is in a tone which suggests tl1e tranquil 
feeling of entire and final severance. The evil of the 
world or its wickedness is not complained of nor lamented: 
it is a simple fact, which cannot be otherwise than it is. 
"\Vhen we consider the way in which St. Peter in his first 
letter warns the churches in view of the persecutions 
threatened by the world, how evidently full of solicitude 
he is lest Christians should be moved by this to turn back 
again to the world; and when we compare with this ·the 
tranquil, we might say the cold, way in which St. John 
speaks of the hatred of the world as of a thing so self-
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understood and taken for granted that no one can be led 
astray by it; we shall come at once to the conclusion that 
our Epistle assumes towards the ,couµor; a very different 
position from tbat occupied by the rest. The result of 
all that has been said is the conviction that in this docu­
ment the difference between Judaism and heathenism is 
gone; that to it the ,couµ,or; is not so much the sphere of 
Christian mission as the metropolis of declared and decided 
enmity against the kingdom of God ; and that this hostile 
position has nothing astonishing in it, but is altogether 
natural and normal, so that no man need be embarrassed 
by it or led astray. 

It is not from Judaism and heathenism as such, not 
from the world in itself, that the temptations proceed, but 
from anti-Christianity or the false prophets,-that is, from 
the endeavour to generate the world anew in the bosom of 
Christianity. The enemies are no longer extra but intra 
parietes; the perilous power is not the denial, but the 
simulation of the Christian spirit; their foes sought to be 
regarded as Christians, but Christians they were not ; they 
had their point of departure from the church, but did not 
belong to it. They are essentially children of the world, 
and yet would be deemed children of light : it is a mixing 
together of light and darkness. Thus we have enemies of 
the church who are neither Jews nor Gentiles, but false 
Christians. It is true that this aspect of things is not 
peculiar to our Epistle : it is shared by Jude and the 
second of Peter, and in part even by some portions of the 
last Pauline Epistles. But it is precisely when we mark 
in what way these specific portions of Scripture con­
front the danger that we discern the altogether peculiar 
character of our Epistle. The former assume a tone of 
anxious care; we observe how the writers tremble for the 
churches, and how they gather up all their forces to pre­
serve them, to wam them, to rescue them. vVe compare 
with their excited vehemence the tranquillity and peaceful 
bearirig which our Epistle exhibits, as before to the world, 
so now to the anti-Christianity that threatens. Reading it 
carefully, we do not receive the impression that the churches 
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were or had been in any sore distress. ·when the anti­
christs are mentioned for the first time in eh. ii., express 
reference is made to the anointing which would defend the 
people of God from contact with every kind of lie, and 
which seemed to render every kind of exhortation super­
fluous. The words of the apostle do not give the idea that 
they aim at keeping back the readers from any apostasy 
which was closely imminent, but rather that he was solici­
tous to make all perfectly safe, and therefore represented to 
them once more how great was the gulf between them and 
all forms of anti-Christianity. So, when this enemy is in­
troduced again in eh. iv., even then the exhortation to try 
the spirits is by no means the main concern, but is rather 
brought in W\' Jv 1rapoo<p : the chief thing in the apostle's 
estimation is rather to make it clear how the Christian 
spirit must express itself. The former is only the foil to 
the latter. As when, in a firmly built house, the master, 
hearing the storm without, gives one more glance around 
to see that all is secure, while still he knows that he 
is sheltered and safe, and, indeed, the more furiously the 
tempest blows, feels all the more sense of security,-so it 
is with this Epistle, which gives us the feeling of an 
inexpressibly beautiful peace and silent confidence of joy 
diffused through it from beginning to end. 

Anything like polemics proper is altogether absent from 
the document : its aim and tendency is essentially not 
negative, but positive. How little its general contents and 
character are governed by the controversy with antichrists, 
has been seen in the general scheme of its coustruction. 
The life which has appeared in Christ, and from Him over­
flows upon His people, is its leading idea. And this life 
manifests itself, as we have seen, in two directions : on the 
one hand it matures fellowship with God, and on the other 
fellowship with the brethren, through these manifestations 
bringing in the xapa T€T€A€£WµEV1J. This is its trunk, 
absolutely positive, on which all the particular develop­
ments of exhortation are grafted, not excepting the twice­
repeated exposition of the antichrists. The first time 
these are mentioned it is in connection with walkinn 

0 



GENERAL REVIEW. 3G3 

in the light: in relation to God and the bretluen, this 
walk leads to union and fellowship ; but as it regards 
the antichrists, who belong not to the q,w~ but to the 
a-,co-rla, it leads to nothing but severance. And, on the 
second occasion of mentioning them, our ii,caioa-vv11 is spoken 
of as resting upon the possession of the Spirit of God, 
the true and only Spirit; and in connection with this, 
the acts of that righteousness are dilated on as dia­
metrically opposed to those of the anti-Christian spirit. 
We might altogether omit the two passages which deal 
with the antichrists, and the Epistle would not lose its 
essential character or be changed in its scope: evidence 
enough this that polemics against them did not constitute 
its final aim. 

But, however firmly established this is, there is another 
side to the question. Though it may seem to contradict 
what has been said, we cannot seize rightly the occasion 
and design of the Epistle unless we assume that the 
churches were heavily oppressed by the antichrists, and 
that they were to be defended against them by this 
apostolical letter. At the outset we must absolutely take 
it for granted that it was written for one occasion, that it 
owed its origin to some defiuite historical circumstance, 
and not to the mere leisure of the author. Now he him­
self indicates such a concrete historical occasion for his 
writing. For, when we find at the close an exhortation to 
the churches to keep themselves from idols, our exposition, 
as has been seen, requires us to regard this as a warning 
against the teachers of error dealt with in the Epistle. 
If this warning is the keynote of a letter which we have 
learnt to regard as one whole from beginning to end, one 
harmonious development, it must, of course, be in strict 
connection with this whole; it must, moreover, because 
forming the very conclusion, contain that very thought 
which the author has been before all things concerned 
about. As, further, the letter with this begins and returns 
back at the close to this,-to emphasize, namely, the firm 
assurance or security of the truth declared by the apostle, 
who presents tlrnt truth as a µapTup{a,-the energy and 
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sedulousness with which he does this is to be explained 
only by the assumption that it was of importance to make 
firm this truth in the face of other teachings which were 
devoid of it : these other teachings, however, must needs, 
unless we surrender ourselves to random guesses, have 
been those of the antichrists. Nor is it to be overlooked, 
that precisely after his first delineation of the antichrists 
the apostle writes, TauTa i!7pa,[ra uµ,'iv wept, TWV '!rAaVWVTWV 

uµ,as, which must be compared with eh. v. 13, where with 
the same formula the eternal life, which we have seen to 
be the essential thought of the Epistle, is exhibited as the 
substance of what preceded. Considering all this, we must 
admit that anti-Christianity was the immediate occasion of 
this epistolary communication. 

Consequently the matter stands thus. The beginning 
and the end of the Epistle, as well as the two fragments of 
it which are concerned with antichrists, indicate that these 
occasioned the apostle's writing. On the other hand, the 
bulk of the letter is not in manifest connection with anti­
Christianity as a subject; and, more than that, the sections 
which treat of it expressly come in as side-illustrations or 
adjuncts of the positive and leading thoughts. Now we might 
be tempted to suppose that the apostle pursued different 
designs ; one of them being to warn against the antichrists, 
while the other aimed at presenting certain positive 
exhortations. But that indeed is not possible ; for, first, 
the letter approves its unity as one uniform whole; and, 
secondly, these two aims are so blended and so inter­
penetrate one another in every section as to suggest 
necessarily that they rise together into a higher unity. 
And here comes in that character of the Epistle which 
has been indicated above: its rest and its peace, as if 
adjusted to the most joyful relations; its internal release 
from all the agitation of the world, as if its author were 
looking out from a secure haven into the tumult of the 
diatant sea. All this taken together makes up the mystery 
of the writing. But its solution can be brought to light 
only when we seek and find the historical relations to 
which these apparently opposite traits are equally con-
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gruous, and under which the Epistle must have taken 
precisely the form it has and no other. 

Now the relations indicated are identically those to 
which the earliest tradition about the origin of the letter 
point. At the outset, the fact that it was referred to the 
latest period of St. J obn's life explains at once bow it 
comes to bear a character so different from that of the 
other New Testament writings. Our apostle, that is, had 
not entered upon a new field of labour, such as St. Paul 
as a principle was accustomed to seek for himself, but 
he had taken over the field which that apostle had left 
behind to him. The churches of Asia Minor, and especially 
the Ephesian, to which our thought is directed by early 
tradition, bad been introduced into Christendom through the 
long and assiduous activity of the apostle of the Gentiles, 
with advantages beyond most others. We at once under­
stand, therefore, why our Epistle has no organizing character, 
but rather that of nourishing and establishing. Fnrther, 
that the distinction between Judaism and heathenism as two 
defined hostile camps is so entirely absent, is natural enough 
at the end of the first century, and so long after the destruc­
tion of Jerusalem ; for, after that event, the power of the 
Jews in persecuting the Christians lay simply in their biding 
themselves behind the Gentiles, and thus declaring themselves 
to belong to the Korrµ,or;. And that the whole non-Christian 
world summed up under this name comes here into con­
sideration, not as a missionary-field, but as an anti-Christian 
principle, as µ,irrwv, is to be explained by this, that already at 
that time the energy of the gospel in founding and forming 
churches had receded to the second place ; this characteristic 
belonged rather to the Pauline age; and what we know. 
concerning the work of St. John assures us that it was not 
so much mission as cure of souls that lay near his heart. 
It had been long demonstrated that both Judaism and 
heathenism as a whole To <f,wr; ov KaTeAa(3ov. The hatred 
of the world had since the days of Demetrius so often 
declared itself, that it was confirmed and could no longer 
now be matter of astonishment. The enemy of these days 
was, in a peculiar sense, the spirit of false prophecy. We 
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know, indeed, that even in the lifetime of the apostle heresy 
had been in Ephesus brought to maturity by Cerinthus ; 
and not only so, but, as has been already shown, the very 
omissions of the Epistle may be perfectly understood when 
it is referred to the Cerinthian Gnosis. All this proves, 
therefore, that the Epistle rnust have been written later 
than the other New Testament Scriptures, and that it 1night 
well have been written by St. John. That this latter was 
actually the case its peculiar characteristics make clear 
enough. 

That there was probably no man who experienced the 
transforming and glorifying influence of Christianity to the 
same degree as the son of thunder, who once would have 
desired fire to come down from heaven, appears, apart from 
the J ohannaean writings, from the testimony of the earliest 
antiquity. Even supposing the touching traditions about 
his declining life to be untrue, at least they arc indi­
cations of the impression made upon generation after 
generation by the work and character of this apostle. 
Untrue legends, which become current in the mouths of 
the people, are important for history; though these traditions 
concerning St. John are not to be regarded as untrue. Let 
it be noted how admirably the character of our Epistle 
accords with what we otherwise know of the character of 
the apostle. On the one side there is a keenness of severity 
in the severance of light from darkness, and of the world 
from the kingdom of God, which betrays the son of thunder ; 
indeed, we find such an ethical sharpness of definition as 
makes every little sin an evidence of the Satanic nature ( comp. 
eh. iii. 4-11), such indeed as occurs nowhere else through­
out the compass of Scripture. But, on the other side and 
concurrently with this, we feel a breath of most pathetic aml 
most inward affection, from a spirit overflowing with love 
and strong in peaceful rest, such as corresponds precisely 
with those narratives, handed down from antiquity concern­
ing his old age, which appeal so forcibly to our hearts. If 
we recall here again its consummate repose in the pre­
sence of the world's hatred, the impression made by the 
passages about Antichrist, as if apostasy to their company 
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were a thing clean impossible, though a reminding word 
might be still appropriate, all this, too, is perfectly recon­
cilable with the character of St. John. That the aged 
disciple, who through a long life had by faith and love 
brought himself into so close a relation to his Lord, was so 
thoroughly filled and pervaded by the riches of the grace 
which came to him through Christ that all the hatred of 
the world and raging of Antichrist failed to disturb him in 
his deep repose, that he could not indeed well understand 
how their attraction should be felt at all,-all is perfectly 
imaginable in his case. Simon Peter before this, in his 
second Epistle, when the times were disturbed and the lie 
had raised its head aloft., felt himself impelled with all the 
energy of his love to transpose himself back into the days 
when he had his Master's society, and also with all the 
energy of his hope to propel himself forward to the time 
of the perfected kingdom of God. So also our apostle, 
following his character out, and in harmony with his deep 
interior nature, must needs, in his old age especially, have 
still more abundantly felt himself impelled, while enemies 
raged around him, and the more they raged, to fasten his 
deep thought upon the glory of Him whom he had seen 
as He was, and whom he hoped to see as He is. Thus, 
in conclusion, it may be said that it is perfectly clear 
how St. John, with such a personality as his, was precisely 
so affected as the Epistle reveals him, so full of peace 
in a time of fiercest conflict, so much more occupied with 
positive construction than with defensive polemic against 
enemies. 

But it is quite another question whether, after all, St. 
John could have written a letter like this from out of such 
circumstances, and as addressed to such circumstances. An 
apostolical missive might be expected to be not merely an 
expression of personal feelings, but by all means to impart 
something to the readers ; and therefore it must needs be 
born out of the urgency of the particular time, and be 
strictly adapted to its necessity. However high our esti­
mate of the Asiatic churches may be, it remains never­
theless certain that the Gnostic errors had not passed away 
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without leaving deep traces; in fact, that these errors were 
not overcome until after the hard conflict of a century. 
Now, when we seem to find in our Epistle so extraordinarily 
favourable a picture of the state of the churches in question, 
and mark that the apostle is everywhere not so much teach­
ing and warning and exhorting as taking it for granted 
emphatically that they know all things, how can all this 
be made consistent with a time when the first love had 
grown cold ? Must not the churches, when they read the 
1<:pistle, have felt themselves divided by an infinite gulf 
from the state of things which its contents presupposed 
among them ? May we not suppose also that the apostle, 
with eyes sharpened by faith and love and experience, 
would have observed in the church in whose midst he 
laboured many kinds of imperfection 1 Would it not have 
occurred to him, or have been impressed on his mind, that 
the false teachers, however little influence they might exert 
upon himself personally, might be very dangerous indeed 
to the flock? Could he really imagine, supposing him 
to be at Ephesus, that the dangers and injuries were in 
other places so much less or so insignificant ? Now, if 
there is any force in such questions as these, might it not 
be presumed that the communication would have taken 
quite another form, and have been much more urgent and 
hortatory, and I might say more anxious? Must not all 
these concurring circumstances, arising out of a view of 
the concrete necessities of the churches, have at least so far 
influenced the personal feeling and tone of the apostle as 
to lessen the profound peace and the absolute joy that we 
see to abound ? 

All these difficulties are obviated and the mystery of 
the Epistle solved if we assume that the apostle, when 
writing it, was in a position in which the relations of the 
churches were not immediately under his very eyes, not so 
near to him as to affect his feeling and shape his words. 
If, on the ground of the tradition that the Apostle John 
was a long time in Patmos, we admit that he wrote his 
letter from that island, this hypothesis will lighten up the 
whole. Fi.rst, we may point to an incidental and external 
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circumstance, which does not indeed depend upon this fact 
for its explanation, but yet seems from this point of view 
to be most satisfactorily explained. The two smaller 
Epistles, which obviously came from the same hand as 
the first, send final greetings from the church in the 
bosom of which the writer had his residence. That needs no 
proof for the third Epistle ; nor for the second, if we only 
grant that the Kvpla to whom it was addressed is a desig­
nation of the church, for then the 'TE/CVa 'T1J<; aoe'),.,q,17<; 'T1J<; 

e,c'),.,e,cT17<; at the close are obviously the members of the 
community with which the apostle was then connected. 
But in our Epistle, on the contrary, there is neither any 
greeting from a church nor any greeting to one. The 
absence of the latter may be accounted for by the encyclical 
character of the document. But how shall the absence of 
the former be accounted for ? It was natural that the 
apostle should omit that, if he happened to be at the time 
not in the midst of any church whatever. 

If we only hold fast the supposition-more than that 
we need not call it-that St. John wrote in Patmos, what 
may be further assumed as to the character to which his 
interior life was moulded? He lived in relative seclusion, 
separated at least from all the excited movements of the 
outer world. For on this small island, which was certainly 
then no more frequented than now, he could only to a 
slight extent exercise any influence or carry on any work of 
an external character; and all the less must his work have 
seemed to him, the more familiar he had been with the 
energetic work of a large city. To him, at his age, it would 
be matter of doubt whether he could win back that larger 
influence, or whether the time of active work was not for 
ever gone in his case. Then, the great concern was to wait 
upon the blessed manifestation of the Lord, and ask of Him 
how he might prepare to meet Him worthily at His corning. 
The more he was shut in from exterior life, the more did he 
retire into the depths of his own being, and exhaust that 
which his faith gave him for his own good, and what he, in 
common with the whole church, was called to attain through 
the energy of that faith. Thus the internal and ethical 

1 JOH~. 2 A 
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characteristics of the Epistle are no less explained than the 
apocalyptic tendency of its strain. 

And the world, the ,corrµ,or;, had recently, by banishing 
him, not only given evidence of its internal severance from 
Christianity, but had also almost entirely cut off the apostle 
from its external fellowship. Now this perfect separation 
between them is precisely reflected in the cold, abandoned 
tone in which our Epistle speaks of the world throughout. 
Withdrawn absolutely from it, and his thoughts alternating 
between the first and the second appearance of the Son of 
man, there rested upon the apostle that blessed and peaceful 
sentiment to which his :Epistle everywhere bears witness. 
There is generally that joy, tranquil but all the more 
intense on that account, which he knows whose sufferings 
have driven him into seclusion, and who feels himself alone 
with his God: like that which animated St. Paul when he 
sent forth from the solitude of his prison the Epistle to the 
Philippians, so pervaded with the atmosphere of joy. Anti­
Christianity and pseudo-prophecy St. John would hardly 
find in the island of Patmos; for, even supposing that he 
had founded a little church there, that church would not 
probably have as yet been touched by such an influence, 
especially as all gnosis rested much on philosophical culture. 
But the report might reach him from without, that the false 
teachers had all the more powerfully and ruthlessly pene­
trated into the old churches because they were deprived of 
their apostolical shepherd. The intelligence of the 1roA11.ol 
avTtxpirrrni which were among them gave token to him of 
the lrrxaT17 r/Jpa. Thus he felt himself moved to write to 
the congregations in which he had laboured, in order to 
exhort them to walk worthily of this last hour, and to arm 
themselves with the true and only parrhesia for the coming 
of the Son of man. And the apostle's position, thus assumed, 
accounts for the economy of the whole letter as we have 
it; this explains the tranquil stillness of his own mind, 
released from the bonds of this world, so full of the confi­
dent sense of the grandeur of Christianity as contrasted with 
the vanity of the false prophets,-in all this not disturbed 
by being personally in immediate contact with the unrest 
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and danger of the churches still living in the midst of the 
world. 

May we not say that the divine wisdom found better 
means to strengthen the churches by this Epistle, pene­
trated by influences arising from the circumstances we have 
alluded to, than if the apostle himself had stood in their 
midst lifting up the most urgent warnings ? Into the midst 
of the conflict of life, with its temptations and its distrac­
tions, he thus entered, himself untouched by them all, as if 
coming forth from another world,-must not that have 
prompted the feeling, " Put off thy shoes, for this is holy 
ground " ? He is filled by the glowing experience (xapa, 
'11"app17ula) which the Christian has who knows himself in 
possession of the great communicated gifts of life and son­
ship: what so effectually pierces the heart as the language 
of this calm and full inspiration ? He speaks about that 
which the churches already are in accordance with their 
new nature (as partakers of the kingdom of light), and of 
what, in accordance with their destination, they are to 
become (as those who should have 'Tl"app17u{a in the day of 
judgment),-that is, he speaks of the positive objects and aims 
which Christianity places before every individual Christian: 
was not this the way to point the churches to so high and 
so comprehensive a work, that for mere idle speculation, the 
opposite of that practical work, and therefore for the seduc­
tions of pseudo-prophecy, they would literally have no time 
or thought? The apostle so deals with the great gifts and 
the great problems of Christian people, so opens to them 
the riches of what they have and are yet to have in Christ, 
that he takes the most effectual means of rendering it 
impossible that they should seek these riches anywhere 
else. The interio·r life of the church he would invigorate, 
he would consummate their union with God and with the 
brethren: that is the weapon which he puts into their 
hands for their better external warfare. Thus the secret of 
the Epistle is solved. We see that it is occasioned by the 
energetic working of anti-Christianity; but we also see that 
it is moulded by the personal position of the writer, and 
that this explains his peaceful and tranquil bearing, despite 
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their uprising: in fact, this very bearing is the means of 
defence approved and chosen by the apostle. 

The utmost that we have reached by this series of 
explanations would be only the proof that it is possible to 
insert the Epistle, just as we have it, with all its apparently 
discordant peculiarities, into the course of St. John's life, 
and show its harmony with that life. But is the composi­
tion in Patmos, which we have relied upon, more than 
a mere hypothesis 1 We know that in recent times the 
apostle's residence there has been contended against; and, 
in very recent times, his work at Ephesus altogether. It 
certainly is not our business to come now to a new under­
standing with the records and traditions of the first cen­
turies : for exegesis and biblical theology, our relation to 
them is taken for granted. Still it is necessary, when we 
yield our faith to tradition about a book as a whole, that 
we should be able to show that the internal character of the 
book is in harmony with this tradition. But what does 
tradition say in confirmation of the view that the Epistle 
was written in Patmos ? 

Certainly there is no tradition as to the place where the 
Epistle was written, nor as to its readers,-for the well-known 
error of Augustine we may leave out of view,-but there is 
one as to the place where the Gospel was composed. Now 
this at once includes the Epistle, if we acknowledge that the 
two writings were designed for the same readers, with the 
same object, and simultaneously written. It is true that we 
could not refer the erypata of the second chapter to the 
Gospel; and it is not right to regard the introduction of 
the Epistle ( a1raryryeXXoµev t',µ,iv TDV Xoryov T~<:; tw~,;;) as 
alluding to it; for the Epistle itself is such an annunciation, 
which would never have been doubted if the expression had 
been rightly interpreted. The many passages of the Epistle 
which are parallel with passages in the Gospel must not be 
appealed to ; for, while they show the identity of author, 
they say nothing as to the identity of time when both were 
composed. But this is important, that in a whole series of 
places-marked in our exposition, as especially eh. ii. 7, the 
tvToX~ ,cawr;, and eh. iv. 17, v. 6-the Epistle is intelligible 
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only if we suppose the reader to possess a knowledge of the 
Gospel, not only in general, but a1so in detailed expressions. 
They are written as one would write who not only has the 
phrases current in the Gospel clirectly before himself, but 
also supposes them to be immediately under the eye of the 
readers too. Such allusions to individual phrases in another 
treatise are best explained by supposing that the writer 
has just finished writing them; and not only so, he must 
suppose the readers to understand them only if those readers 
are under their immediate influence : if some time had 

, elapsed since the perusal, they could hardly be presumed 
or expected to understand them, especially as we cannot 
assume that individual Christians were furnished with copies 
of the Gospel Further, this reconciles us to the form of 
the Epistle, the absence of the customary greeting at the 
beginning and the end : a circumstance quite appropriate if 
it was regarded as really belonging to the Gospel itself; as 
has been rightly observed, though weight enough has not 
generally been conceded to the remark. We see that in 
the two smaller Epistles, coming from the same hand, the 
apostle has adopted the usual style of greeting. He who 
wrote a gospel was possibly led to do so by some definite 
relations and circumstances, and wrote it primarily for a 
definite circle ; but he certainly wrote it not only for that 
circle, and not only for these relations, but generally in the 
service of Christianity. And if the author of such a book 
accompanies it by a letter, which expounds the practical 
bearing of the history communicated,-and such is the 
relation of our Epistle to the Gospel,-then it is easily 
understood that the letter also would partake of the objective 
tone of the book, that the specific relations of the readers 
would remain untouched, that the definite circle of readers 
would from the outset recede in comparison of the universal 
company of readers for whom the book was intended. Thus, 
though the Epistle is sent primarily to an individual com­
munity, it is really catholic and encyclical in the highest 
degree: it is addressed to the readers of the Gospel as a whole. 

Accordingly, if it is highly probable that the Epistle is 
most intimately bound up with the Gospel, then all that 
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has been urged about the place where the Gospel was written 
holds good also of the Epistle. And what is the current of 
tradition here ? It testifies in two ways : one declares that 
Patmos was the place of its origin ; the other speaks of 
Ephesus, though, strietly speaking, not so much as the place 
of its composition as the place of its publication. It is well 
known that earlier antiquity sought to harmonize the two: 
the Gospel was written in Patmos, issued in Ephesus. 
Certainly it were possible that the earlier tradition rested 
on a supposition which transferred the Patmos origination 
of the Apocalypse to the Gospel. But the Gospel bears 
traces in itself that it was not :finished at one stroke, as we 
have it now. The last chapter is as certainly from the 
same hand as it is certain that it was written later than the 
rest. There is but one reason assignable for its being 
added, that is, to contradict the opinion that the apostle 
was not to die. If, then, St. John was at Ephesus when 
he wrote the Gospel, and knew that this opinion existed, 
would he not at once have incorporated the twenty-first 
chapter into the body of the work ? If that opinion 
originated later, would not an oral energetic contradiction 
have sufficed to suppress it, and thus render the postscript 
needless ? But how easily is all this explained and recon­
ciled, if we assume that during his absence, and on the 
ground of the fact that he had saved his life during the 
Christian persecution, this notion sprang up and became 
firmly established in consequence of his not being there to 
suppress it ! When he returned, he found it existing and 
very generally prevalent. Then he determined to add this 
postscript, to put an end to it wherever the Gospel should 
spread. That the original conclusion, eh. xx. 20, was left 
in its place, may be explained by the circumstance that 
many copies were already abroad, and that the work was no 
longer in the sole possession of its author. Thus, in fact, 
the two accounts as to the origin of the Gospel, and the 
old attempt to reconcile them, remain therefore justified. 
Moreover, this proves that the Epistle was primarily written 
from Patmos to Ephesus, and, with the Gospel to which it 
belongs, had a later and wider circulation. 
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THEOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES OF THE EPISTLE, 

But we have not only been concerned in our investi­
gation to discuss the form of the Epistle. We have not 
only had to do with the order of the thought as the ground 
for conclusions as to the external and internal relations 
which originated it, but have sought to penetrate to the 
matter of the thought, and to present vividly before our 
minds the dogmatic - ethical views of the apostle. It 
remains that we undertake a recapitulation of this last 
point,-that is, sum up the fundamental principles of the 
J ohannaean theology, so far as it lies before us in this 
Epistle. But we must first endeavour to explain our 
conception generally of the relation subsisting between the 
several orders of New Testament doctrine. It is not that 
St. John held something different from St. Paul as truth, 
and St. Peter something different from St. James : they all 
and alike announce one and the same truth in Christ Jesus, 
and in the work finished in His life and sufferings. But 
this divine truth, thus revealed, could not by any human 
spirit be embraced, in its totality, in all the inexpressibly 
va:..-ious references and relations which are involved in it. 
It reflected itself in every individual mind, according to the 
variety of their several spiritual apprehensions. Not only 
did one aspect become prominent to one, and another to 
another, according to the several postures and necessities of 
each ; but also the same side of truth, beheld by two persons, 
became to each a distinct image, because the eye of each 
was variously organized. What every apostle announces, 
accordingly, is truth, but not the truth in the absolute 
sense. THE truth is, in fact, only for God. What, there­
fore, we call the various apostolical types of doctrine or 
theologies is the synthesis between the one Object equally 
manifested to all, and the subjectivity of each distinct 
apprehension of that object. Hence, if we would under­
stand the doctrinal system of any apostle, we must, above 
all things, form to ourselves a distinct idea of his entire 
spiritual peculiarity, of his natural subjectivity, in order 
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that we may be able to perceive how it came to pass that 
the same common truth thus and no otherwise reflected 
itself in him. 

The easiest and surest way to proceed here is to make 
the Gospel our point of departure ; for not only does the 
wider range of the Gospel allow more prominence to the 
spiritual nature of St. John's conceptions, but the very 
difference between the matter contained in it and that of 
the Epistle enables us, by comparison of the two writings, 
to perceive what was the peculiarity of the author. It has 
been long since exhibited, that the specific character of the 
Gospel consists in the penetration of the historical material 
by certain dominant and formative ideas. This view is 
common alike to the defenders and the impugners of its 
authenticity. He who objects against the truth of the 
facts recorded there, assumes that these have been invented 
or worked up for the sake of such ruling ideas ; on the 
other hand, he who defends them, defends them in such a 
way as to show that the apostle so understood the facts as 
to place them in the light of the ideas immanent in them ; 
but the author's own way of looking at all remains the 
same in both hypotheses. 

If it may be permitted to apply to the style of an 
apostle's thought the later scholastic terminology, then St. 
John was through and through a Realist. Universalia ante 
rem is the principle of all his philosophy, of all bis views. 
Ideas - light and darkness, truth and lie - are the true 
and actual reality, the principle of life out of which indi­
vidual things emerge ; mankind, the individual man, the 
particular action, are not otherwise than as the idea marked 
out for their existence prescribes ; this is the thing in­
dwelling in them, which moves them as a law, by virtue 
of which all that belongs to them is fashioned. Thus it is 
that history to St. John is not the sum of individual, free 
human acts, interwoven with each other and interpene­
trating, but it appears to him one great organism,-if the 
word is not objected to,-a process the internal law of 
whose development is as much marked out beforehand, and 
as naturally flows from it, as the plant springs from its germ. 
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For all the particular is inevitably and immediately, con­
sciously or unconsciously, in the service of a general 
principle. History is to him the working out of an idea, 
the body which it assumes to itself; and this body is 
naturally conformed to the soul which creates it, that is; 
to the idea : history is the invisible translated into the 
visible. 

History has generally two faces : the one reflects in 
itself the expression of human freedom, the other a neces­
sary orderly sequence of things ; and that not as if 
these two gave place to each other, but both as being at 
one and the same time altogether present. All is at once 
the entire product of freedom, and the entire product of 
necessity. It is the latter of the two faces which has 
presented itself to St. John, and stamps its peculiar impress 
upon his book. Therefore we have in the Gospel no un­
expected, surprising catastrophes ; but we are conscious 
from the outset of the impression that thus and not other­
wise the development must go on. Indeed, this further 
explains how it is that we sometimes miss anything like 
a continuous development: that, for example, the conflict 
with the Jews in the fifth chapter seems to be as deadly as 
in the twelfth chapter ; that the discourses of the Baptist 
are so similar to those of Christ Himself; that what our 
Lord unfolds to Nicodemus is of the same character as 
that which He presents to the uncultured multitude. All 
this rests on the same principle. Because St. John has 
always in view the dominant idea, and will show its 
dominance, it therefore comes into the foreground of his 
representations ; but hence also the gradual process of its 
realization, all the external differences of the several 
occasions receding comparatively into the rear. So is it 
with the discourses: the ideas which lie at the basis of the 
words of the Baptist and of the words of Christ are in the 
issue the same ; and in order to show this plainly, the form 
is lost in which the idea was clothed according to the 
several peculiarities of the speaker and the hearers. 

The same Realism which is stamped as a pervasive 
feature on the Gospel reappears in the Epistle. Here also 
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all leads up to the fact that the ideas, the general notions, 
liaht truth and so forth, are not to the apostle abstrac-o , , 
tions, but absolute realities, which, like the germ in the 
plant, are deposited in Christian natures, and condition all 
the outward expressions of their life. The most material 
difference between the two books is only this, that in the 
Gospel the fundamental facts are recorded through which 
the ideas have been introduced into this earthly life; while 
in the Epistle, on the other hand, it is shown how, on the 
ground of these, the life of individual men must be raised 
and fashioned. A.s to the form of the Epistle, it appears 
from what bas been said that St. John cannot be said to 
communicate instruction proper in the ordinary sense ; he 
does not impart propositions to the reader which he may 
receive as, so to speak, novelties into his understanding. 
For as he presupposes that light, truth, life are aheady 
present in the Christians whom be addresses, all learning 
and teaching is to him only remembrance in the proper 
sense; that is, a becoming inwardly conscious of what is 
in the man himself, a meditation upon that as already in 
the spirit, not the unfolding and discussion of the contents 
of these ideas. And as there is no proper instruction, so 
there is to our apostle no proper exhortation and command­
ment; for the substance of all precepts is involved in the 
ideas indwelling in the Christian : be not only knows in 
himself what God enjoins, but he does it from his own 
impulse; so that St. John's only command is ;; luTtV 

a)vq0~,; EV avTO£<;,-tbat is, what, apart from any precept 
of bis, has already become a reality in the readers. 

This being the general spiritual point of view from which 
St. John sees all things, we have at once the one prin­
ciple whence all his connected thinking must take its de­
parture, the idea in which all others are involved, and from 
which all others grow as their germ. It is the idea of the 
Logos. As to the relation of the Logos to the Father, the 
Epistle certainly gives no specific determination; it does 
not in any passage speak of the transcendent, pre-temporal 
life of God, but from the outset regards the Logos as the 
cpavepw0et,;, who has entered into the historical sphere of 
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the world's movement and action. The proper historical 
process in St. John, acr.ording to which the Father giveth 
to the Son all that He hath, and the Son then again 
proffers His fulness to the world, is not made emphatic in 
the first clause of the Epistle ; but it is the silent pre­
supposition, known well to the readers from the Gospel. 
That such a presupposition there is, however, is most 
evident ; for if, as an example, God is named cpw,; in eh. 
i. 5, and in eh. ii. 8 Christ is TO <pw<; 'TO a"7vr18ivov, this most 
assuredly points back to the relation we havo mentioned. 
But it is certainly the centre of our Epistle, as of all the 
J ohannaean writings, that the Logos, apart from the ques­
tion whence He received it, is the 7r"Jl.~pwµa of the divine 
essence, and that in order to communicate it. What the 
Gospel and Epistle both utter in their introductory sen­
tences, is no other than the germ out of which the whole 
substance of both books is developed. Similarly, in eh. i. 
of the Apocalypse the recorded appearance of Jesus from 
heaven is the kernel, the sum of the whole book : the . 
book is simply a commentary on that text. The Logos is 
the possessor of all life, of all light, of all truth ; He com­
municates Himself to men, and, as the issue of this, man­
kind participates in the portion that the Logos has. Thus 
we understand how the ideas of truth and so forth are, as 
we saw above, to St. John not abstractions, but realities; 
because, that is, they are existent in the Logos, yea, they 
are the nature of the Logos. These are in men only 
because the Logos is in men. This is what the Epistle 
teaches in almost every chapter. When it is said in eh. i 
that the blood of the Son of God cleanses us from all sin ; 
when in eh. ii. brotherly love is taught as a new command­
ment, that is, not a new commandment of obligation to us, 
but a power ruling within us; when the idea of the µevew 
iv Berjj tcat, Beov iv nµ'i,v is made so prominent ;-all this 
receives its full illustration in eh. iv., where all obedience 
to the divine commandments and all brotherly love are 
derived from the ryeryevv~u0ai Etc Tov Beoii, or, what is the 
same thing, from the possession of the Holy Ghost. The 
Holy Ghost, that is, is ever to St. John the Spirit of the 
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glorified Christ. And this too is a matter presupposed in 
the Epistle, being derived from the Gospel. In the Gospel 
it is expressly announced and shown forth, how, in the 
economy of the work of the Logos upon earth laying the 
foundation for all else, that which He objectively obtained 
is now subjectively imparted to every individual And it 
is of this personal and subjective appropriation of the 
redeeming work that the Epistle speaks throughout. It is 
so exhibited, however, that the Logos Himself as 7rVEvµ,a 

imparts Himself to men ; and thus the life of men is 
essentially nothing but the life of the Logos reproduced and 
fully formed in them. This entrance of the Spirit of 
Christ-that is, of the Logos Himself substantially-is the 
first act which is accomplished on man, through which he 
lJecomes a child of God, and subjected to the energy of the 
Logos. 

It is plain from what has been said, that all Christian 
development is referred by St. John to a divine causality. 
The truth-that is, what is in God, which alone, therefore, 
can claim to be reality-is before any exhibition of it already 
in men ; every approval of it in life is only the expression 
of the objective truth living in them. The life which is in 
man is so constituted, that it is simply the result of his 
having in him the personal Logos, or the personal life, 
through the possession of the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, 
on the other hand, the Christian life is to the apostle more 
than a mere process, not merely the natural and necessary 
development of the germs implanted in men ; it is also the 
work of human freedom. The truth lies, as we have said, 
before any human activity in the subject himself, in virtue 
of the gift of the Holy Spirit ; nevertheless, the requirement 
goes forth that he must 1rote1,v -r~v aA.170E£av. Similarly, all 
love of the brethren is an outbeaming of the love of God 
infused into him ; nevertheless it is no mere rhetorical 
formula when the commandment to love is issued in his 
hearing. All that is done is, as we have already remarked, 
at once divine and human action; and if St. John makes 
specially prominent the former aspect, and brings that into 
the foreground, he does not on that account deny the latter. 
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As it is said concerning Christ in the Gospel that He has 
life from the Father and lives ot' avTav, while, on the other 
hand, He does not lay down His life and take it agaiu 
merely at the Father's will, but both are at the same time 
His own free act, so is it also with man. The side of 
human freedom is especially emphasized in the third 
chapter of the Epistle ; and it is most evident in the two­
fold idea of sonship which we were constrained to establish: 
sonship as a gift by means of the impartation of the Spirit 
is the divine side of the matter ; sonship as the working 
out of righteousness and brotherly love is, however, possible 
only in virtue of a concurrent human activity. Man must 
open his whole person to the Spirit of God, giving scope 
to His Divine activity; and that not only in the sense 
of a mere passive resignation, but by making that which 
God does in him the free act, at the same time, of his own 
personal individuality. And this conjunction of the natural 
human spirit with the Divine Spirit, this central activity of 
man himself, is faith. While St. John regards all human 
action as at once the result of birth from God and the 
result of faith, he has found the synthesis between the two 
factors, everywhere interpenetrating and running parallel 
with each other, of the divine and the human causality: 
the former being ever that which predominantly rules the 
apostle's thought. 

Since all human acting is to St. John the reflection of 
the divine 'life, he places it in his Epistle under the norm 
of a twofold divine property: God is righteous, and God is 
love ; and accordingly the human life is practising right­
eousness and practising love ; the former being man's act 
as towards God, the latter as towards the brethren. Any 
further specialization and analysis of righteousness and love 
in their outward expressions in the various relations of life 
is not found in the Epistle : if only righteousness and love 
are both in the heart, they will know how of themselves to 
give evidence of their presence, without needing any specific 
prescriptions. AvTo TO xpiuµ,a o,o&mm vµ,a<; 7r€p£ 'Tft1,V7WV. 

Up to this point we have left unconsidered the relation 
which St. John assumes to the doctrine of sin. Concerning 
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the origination of sin in the world of mankind he gives in 
the Gospel and in the Epistle no deliverance : he teaches 
only that it has come to us through the devil Satan has 
founded a kingdom which stands in diametrical opposition 
to that of the light ; and into that kingdom we are incor­
porated through sin. If God is the life, then obviously in 
the Satanic kingdom is the sphere of absolute death ; if 
God is light, then darkness rules here ; if in God is all 
truth, then here is nothing but lie,-that is, an exist,ence 
which has only the appearance of life and reality, while in 
fact it is altogether void of substance, and maintains itself 
only through contradiction to the light. This kingdom of 
darkness has received into its possession the whole earth, 
with all that is upon it, so that o 1ccJ<,µo,; oAo<; lv Trp 
r,ov11p<p JCE'irnt. We saw that in this passage the expression 
iv T?J wov11prp is to be understood in the masculine ; and as 
such it is definitive as to the Johannaean view of sin. Just 
as God in the kingdom of light is the causality on which 
all depends, so it is in the kingdom of Satan. The Logos 
became flesh, and was manifested, to destroy this kingdom 
of Satan; and through His own manifestation has established 
a kingdom of light upon earth. Assuredly, they who have a 
part in this kingdom are not altogether without sin, and so 
far belong still to the kingdom of Satan ; but this point of 
view recedes into the background throughout the Epistle. 
Since St. John enters less into the detail, the process of 
development of the Christian life, rather embracing the 
issue of the development in one comprehensive glance,­
dwelling more on what we as Christians should be and 
shall be than on what we are at any particular time in our 
earthly course,-so also for the most part he sees in Chris­
tians only the enemies of the Satanic kingdom who are 
released from the despotism and service of evil Over 
against them stands then the ,couµor;, as the world not only 
un-Christian, but anti-Christian. For, in the manifestation 
of Christ not only has the power of God reached its 
culminating point, but the power of Satan also: the world 
has become anti-Christianity. And thus the history of the 
church is to the apostle one great warfare : the conflict 
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which in fundamentals Christ Himself waged through His 
earthly life with Satan is continued as a conflict between 
His members and the members of the Satanic kingdom. 

But as the apostle gives no utterance on the question 
how the kingdom of darkness, properly speaking, originated, 
in what way Satan arose in opposition to God, so also he 
leaves perfectly untouched the question how the warfare 
between the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness 
will be brought to an end. In the Gospel and in the Epistle 
he speaks only and always of the enmity between these 
two,-of the victory which Christians win, and so win that 
evil cannot come near them; but as to what will become of 
the kingdom of evil he says nothing. The evil one and evil 
itself are condemned, inasmuch as through the manifestation 
of Christ both as darkness are placed under the light; but 
as to any other external judgment upon them he makes no 
disclosure; this is beyond the sphere of thought occupied 
by our Epistle. The converse of this is, that the external 
form and final destiny of the church also, as well as of the 
corporate congregational life, lie beyond St. John's con­
sideration : he has to do only with the relation of the 
individual Christian to God and to his own brethren. We 
may collate this with the fact that he has no ethical doc­
trine as such, that he communicates no instruction as to 
the way in which the Christian life is to adapt itself to 
the particular relations of life ; but deals only with the 
general principles of OtKato<TVV'T] and arya7r'T]. In all this 
we discern a disregard of everything special or individual, 
and of everything external ; the detailed formation of the 
personal life as well as the external organization of the 
community are left unconsidered. And we understand it 
well when we consider the distinctive characteristics of St. 
John's spirit, as unfolded above; according to which he 
contemplates rather the ideas lying at their root than the 
external appearances themselves, and, never lingering amidst 
the manifold outward forms of things, presses into the unity 
of the impulses which move in them respectively. 

These remarks of course constitute not even a funda­
mental sketch of a J ohannaean theology, For anything of 
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that kind the Epistle with which we have been occupied 
gives no material, since it everywhere rests upon the basis of 
the doctrinal principles of the Gospel. But it does furnish 
evidence enough to show bow all thoughts on divine things 
were presented to St. John, in virtue of his own general 
style of spiritual contemplation, with a specific tone and 
colouring; and evidence also as to what that style of con­
templation was. And this is a very important matter. 
What the net is to the cbartograpber, that is for the 
student of biblical theology the natural cast and tone of an 
apostle. For the first question is not to find out and show 
how one apostle may discuss any particular locus of dog­
matics rather differently from another; but to seize so 
accurately the spiritual peculiarity and individuality of 
every New Testament author, as to know why the one truth 
bas been in bis mind so differently reflected, and reflected 
precisely in such a manner. An example taken from 
another science will show what we mean. When we com­
pare with each other several great philosophical systems, 
no Tesults come from the process if we merely isolate a 
single point and exercise our critical faculty on that : as, 
for example, the idea of space and time in Kant. If we 
have before us an actual system, then all the individual 
points in it hang upon the specific fundamental view of the 
philosopher himself. The system should furnish its· own 
evidence of this fundamental view ; and, conversely, the 
evidence that every individual point results from the one 
common principle. The various fundamental views of the 
philosopher, however, are not usually in antithesis as truth 
to untruth ; but each of them usually, though as mixed with 
much error, presents one side of the truth. The main thing, 
therefore,-abstracting of course the error,-is to receive 
every such distinct glimmering of truth for itself, and thus, 
collecting the several colours into which the light breaks, to 
approximate more and more closely to the absolute truth. 
If we apply this to biblical theology, that which we observed 
above becomes plainer through the illustration. This specific 
branch of theological science furnishes solid advantage to 
dogmatics, not through its helping us to compare the 



GENERAL REVIEW. 385 

individual apostles on this or that particular dogma, but 
through its teaching us to penetrate into the general view 
which each apostle takes of the world and of God, following 
his own spiritual individuality, and to concentrate those 
several rays of truth into one most rich and perfect image, 
thus obtaining a point of view from which the picture is 
seen to embrace all those individual elements without dis­
paragement and without exception. 

And the advantage which the theologian has over every 
other investigator is this, that he needs never to make any 
deductions; that he finds error nowhere, but everywhere 
truth, though it may be truth seen under peculiar aspects. 
To such a fabric of biblical theology the author has desired 
to contribute a single stone : taking one little document 
of one apostle, he has sought according to his ability to 
obtain what, in the figure above, the net obtains for the 
draughtsman, that is, its general outline ; and, moreover, to 
insert into the chart such points as our exegesis may have 
secured by the way. Even supposing that in both these 
respects all our results were sound, the chart is still far 
enough from being complete : it could be made such only 
by a similar treatment of the Gospel. 

THE END. 

1 JOHN. 2B 




