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PREFATORY NOTE BY THE EDITOR. 

D
HE translation of this first part of Dr. Meyer'=J 

Commentary on John has been executed from the 
fifth edition of the original by the Rev. William 
Urwick, already known as the translator of several 

works published by the Messrs. Clark. It has, however, 
been revised and carried through the press by myself at the 
request of Dr. Dickson, who, with the assent of the publisher, 
had asked me to join him in the editorship of the series. In 
order to secure as great uniformity as possible between this 
volume and the two already edited by Dr. Dickson, that 
gentleman was kind enough to read the proofs of the first 
few sheets, and I also had the benefit of his judgment and 
experience upon some points of difficulty that occurred in 
the earlier pages. References have been made not only to 
Dr. Moulton's translation of Winer's Grammar of Ne:w Testa
ment Greek (published by Messrs. Clark), but also to the 
translation of Alex. Buttmann's Grammar (New Testament 
Greek), by Professor Thayer, of the Theological Seminary, 
Andover, which has recently appeared. These references, it 
is hoped, will be useful to students of the original A list 
of exegetical works upon the Gospel of John will be prefixed 
to the second volume, which will complete the Commentary 
upon the Gospel 

F. CROMBIE. 

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE, 

ST. ANDREWS, 3d August 1874. 



PREF ACE. 

HE Gospel of John, on which I have now for the 
fifth time to present the result of my labours, 
still at the present day continues to be the sub
ject-recently, indeed, brought once more into the 

very foreground-of so much doubt and dissension, and to 
some extent, of such passionate party controversy, as to in
crease the grave sense of responsibility, which already attaches 
.to the task of an unprejudiced and thorough exposition of so 
sublime a production. The strong tendency now prevalent 
towards explaining on natural grounds the history of our Lord, 
ever calling forth new efforts, and pressing into its service all 
the aids of modern erudition, with an analytic power as acute 
as it is bold in its free-thinking, meets with an impassable 
barrier in this Gospel, if it really proceeds from that disciple 
whom the Lord loved, and consequently is the only one that 
is entirely and fully apostolic. For it is now an admitted 
fact, and a significant proof of the advances which have been 
gradually achieved by exegesis, that the pervading supra
naturalism-clearly stamped on it in all the simplicity of 
truth-cannot be set aside by any artifices of exposition. 
This, however, does not i,revent the work of a criticism, which 
obeys the conviction that it is able, and that for the sake of 
the right knowledge of the Gospel history it ought, to establish 
the non-apostolic origin of the fourth Gospel Accordingly, 
in pursuance of the programme which was traced for it fifty 
years ago by Bretschneider, and of the ampler investigations 
subsequently added by the criticism of Baur, unwearied efforts 
have been made with augmented and more IJenetrating powers, 
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and to some extent also with a cordial appreciation of the 
lofty ideas which the Gospel presents, to carry out this project 
to completion. Such critical labour submits itself to be tried 
by the judgment of scholars, and has its scientific warrant. 
Nay, should it succeed in demonstrating that the declaration 
of the Gospel's apostolic birth, as written by all the Christian 
centuries, is erroneous, we would have to do honour to the 
truth, which in this case also, though painful at first, could 
not fail to approve itself that which maketh free. There is, 
however, adequate reason to entertain very grave doubts of the 
attainment of this result, and to refuse assent to the prognosti
cation of universal victory, which has been too hastily asso
ciated with these efforts of criticism. Whoever is acquainted 
with the most recent investigations, will, indeed, gladly 
leave to themselves the clumsy attempts to establish a paral
lelism between the Gospel of John and ancient fabrications 
concocted with a special aim, which carry their own impress 
on their face ; but he will still be unable to avoid the 
immediate and general duty of considering whether those 
modern investigators who deny that it is the work of the 
apostle have at least discovered a time in which-putting 
aside in the meanwhile all the substantive elements of their 
proof-the origin of the writing would be historically con
ceivable. For it is a remarkable circumstance in itself, that 
of the two most recent controversialists, who have treated the 
subject with the greatest scientific independence, the one 
assumes the latest, the other the earliest possible, date. If 
now, with the first, I place its composition not sooner than 
from 15 0 to 16 0, I see myself driven to the bold assertion 
of Volkmar, who makes the evangelist sit at the feet of Justin 
-a piece of daring which lands me in a historical absurdity. 
If I rightly shrink from so preposterous a view, and prefer to 
follow the thoughtful Keim in his more judicious estimate of 
the ecclesiastical testimonies and the relations of the time, 
then I obtain the very beginning of the second century as 
the period in which the work sprang up on the fruitful soil of 
the church of Asia Minor, as a plant J ohannine indeed in 
spirit, but post-J ohannine in origin. But from this position 
also I feel myself at once irresistibly driven. For I am now 
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brought into such immediate contact with the days in which 
the aged apostolic pillar was still amongst the living, and see 
myself transported so entirely into the living presence of his 
numerous Asiatic disciples and admirers, that it cannot but 
appear to me an absolutely insoluble enigma how precisely 
then and there a non-J ohannine work-one, moreover, so great 
and so divergent from the older Gospels-could have been 
issued and have passed into circulation under the name of 
the highly honoured apostle. Those disciples and admirers, 
amongst whom he, as the high priest, had worn the 1rfra
)l.ov, could not but know whether he had written a Gospel, 
and if so, of what kind; and with the sure tact of sympathy 
and of knowledge, based upon experience, they could not but 
have rejected what was not a genuine legacy from their 
apostle. Keim, indeed, ventures upon the bold attempt of 
calling altogether in question the fact that John had his 
sphere of labour in Asia Minor; but is not this denial, in 
face of the traditions of the church, in ·fact an impossibility? 
It is, and must remain so, as long as the truth of historical 
facts is determined by the criterion of historical testimony. 
Turning, then, from V olkmar to Keim, I see before my eyes 
the fate indicated by the old proverb : TdV tca1rvov cfleV"fOVTa 
el,; Td 1rvp itc1Tt1r-rew. 

The necessary references have been made in the Introduc
tion to the substantive grounds on which in recent years the 
assaults have been renewed against the authenticity of the 
Gospel, and there also the most recent apologetic literature 
upon the subject has been noticed. After all that has been 
said for and against up to the present time, I can have 
no hesitation in once more expressing my delight in the 
testimony of Luther-quoted now and again with an ironi
cal smile-that "John's Gospel is the only tender, right, chief 
Gospel, and is to be far preferred before the other three, and to be 
more highly e,steemed."1 In order to make the confession one's 
own, it is not necessary to be either a servile follower of 

1 So Luther, in that section of his Preface to the New Testament containing 
the superscription, "Which are the right and noblest books of the New Testa
ment I" This section, however, is wanting in the editions of the New Testament 
subsequent to 1539, !IS also in the edition of the whole Bible of 1534. 
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Luther or a special adherent of the immortal Schleiermacher. 
I am neither the one nor the other, and in particular I do not 
share the individual, peculiar motive, as such, which underlies 
the judgment of the former. 

Since the publication of the fourth edition of my Com
mentary (1862), many expository works upon John and his 
system of doctrine, and among these several of marked im
portance, have seen the light, along with many other writings 
and disquisitions,1 which serve, directly or indirectly, the pur
pose of exposition. I may venture to hope that the considera
tion which I have bestowed throughout upon these literary 
accessions, in which the one aim is followed with very varying 
gifts and powers, has not been without profit for the further 
development of my work, probably more by way of antagonism 
(especially towards Hengsteuberg and Godet) than of agree
ment of opinion. In our like conscientious efforts after truth 
we learn from each other, even when our ways diverge. 

The statement of the readings of Tischendorf's text I was 
obliged to borrow from the second edition of his Synopsis, 
for the reasons already mentioned in the preface to the fifth 
edition of my Commentary on Mark and Luke. The latest 
part of his editio octava, now in course of appearance, was 
published last September, and extends only to John vi 23, 
while the printing of my book had aheady advanced far 

1 The essay of Riggenbach, "Johannes der .A.postel und der Presbyter," in the 
Jahrb.j. D. Theologie, 1868, p. 319 ff., came too late for me to be able to notice 
it. It will never be possible, I believe, to establish the identity of the apostle 
with the presbyter, and I entertain no doubt that Eusebius quite correctly 
understood the fragment of Papia.s in reference to this point.-To my regret, I was 
unable, also, to take into consideration Wittichen's work, Ueber den geschicht• 
lichen Charakter des Evang. Joh. The same remark applies to the third 
edition of Ebrard's Kritik der evangel. Gesclii,ehte, which appeared in 1868, and 
in which I regret to observe a. renewed display of the old vehemence of passion. 
Renan's Life of Jesus, even as it has now appeared in its thirteenth edition, I 
have, as formerly, left out of consideration.-The first pa.rt of Holtzmann's 
dissertation upon "The Literary Relation of John to the Synoptics" (Hilgen
feld's Zeitschrift, 1869, p. 62 ff.) has just been published, and the conclusion is 
still to follow. Of course, before the latter appears, no well-founded judgment 
can be passed npon this essay of this acute theologian ; but I have doubts 
whether it will ever be successfully shown that in the case of the fourth Gospel 
there is any dependence of a literary kind upon. the Synoptics, especially upon. 
the Gospel of Luke. 
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beyond that point. I may add that the deviations in tl1e text 
of this editio octava from that of the Synopsis in reference to 
the various readings noticed in my critical annotations down 
to vi. 2 3, are not numerous, and scarcely any of them are of 
importance exegetically. Of such a nature are those, in par
ticular, in which this highly meritorious critic had in his 
Synopsis too hastily abandoned the Recepta,1 and has now 
returned to it. I would fain think that this may also be the 
case in future with many other of the readings which he has 
now adopted, where apparently the Cod. Sinait. has possessed 
for him too great a power of attraction.3 

In conclusion, I have to ask for this renewed labour of 
mine the goodwill of my readers,-! mean such a disposition 
and tone in judging of it as shall not prejudice the rights 
of critical truth, but shall yet with kind consideration weigh 
the difficulties which are connected with the solution of the 
task, either in itself, or amidst the rugged antagonisms of a 
time so vexed with controversy as the present. So long as 
God will preserve to me in my old age the necessary measure 
of strength, I shall continue my quiet co-operation, however 
small it may be, in the service· of biblical exegesis. This 
science has in fact, amid the dark tempests of our theological 
and ecclesiastical crisis, in face of all the agitations and 
extravagances to the right and left, the clear and lofty 
vocation gradually, by means of its results,-which are only 
to be obtained with certainty through a purely historical 
method, and which are not to be settled by any human con
fession of faith,-to make such contributions to the tumult of 

1 I. 18, where the Synopsis has ft•••?'""' I,,,, the editio octava has restored 
• ft°'•?'"~' ulo,: iii. 13, where • .i, I, .-;; o~p,o,ii wa.s deleted in the Synopsis, 
these wor,b have again been receivetl into the text. 

2 E.g. with the reading Da.uf'a~,.,., in v. 20; in the same way with q!ui'>'"• 
which is found only in N of all the Codd. In the great predominance of testi
monies aga:nst it, I regard the former a3 the error of an ancient copyist, while 
the latter appears to me as n margi n11l gloss, quite inappropriate to the strain 
of tender feeling in which John speaks of Jesus, which perhaps originated in 
n similar manner, as Chrysostom, while reading in the text ~ .. X.;P""'"• says 
by way of explanation, o i, Xp,,,..,.,, 11)11,,,11. Had '/!"''>'" been the original reading, 
and had it been desired to replace it by a more becoming expression, then 
probably i~l,iu,,.., from v. 13, or ~,jj).0,, in vi. 3, to which passage ..-ci).., in ver. 
15 points b:!ck, would havo most naturally suggested themselves, 
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strife as must determine the course of a sound development, 
and finally form the standard of its settlement and the regula
tive basis of peace. And what writing of the New Testament 
can in such a relation stand higher, or be destined to produce 
a more effective union of spirits, than the wondrous Gospel of 
John, with its fulness of grace, truth, peace, light, and life ? 
Our Lutheran Church, which was born with a declaration of 
war and had its confession completed amid controversy from 
without and within, has raised itself far too little to the serene 
height and tranquil perfection of this Gospel 

DR. MEYER. 

HANOVER, 1st December 186& 



THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

-
INTRODUCTION. 

SEC. 1.-BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF JOIIN. 

OHN'S parents were Zebedee, a fisherman on the Sea 
of Galilee, probably not of the poorer class (Mark 
i 2 0 ; Luke v. 10 ), and Salome (Mark xv. 4 0; corn p. 
Matt. xxvii. 5 6). To his father the evangelists 

ascribe no special religious character or personal participation 
in the events of the Gospel history ; but his mother was one 
of the women who followed Jesus even up to His crucifixion 
(comp. on xix. 25). To her piety, therefore, it is justly attri
butable that John's deeply receptive spirit was early fostered 
and trained to surrender itself to the sacredly cherished, and 
at that time vividly excited expectation of the Messiah, with 
its moral claims, so far at least as such a result might be pro
duced by a training which was certainly not of a leamed 
character. (Acts iv. 13.) If, too, as we may infer from xix. 
2 5, Salome was a sister of the mother of Jesus, his near rela
tionship to Jesus would enable us better to understand the 
close fellowship of spirit between them, though the evangelists 
are quite silent as to any early intimacy between the families ; 
and in any case, higher inward sympathy was the essen
tial source out of which that fellowship of spirit unfolded 
itself. The entrance of the Baptist on his public ministry 
-to whom John had attached himself, and whose prophetical 
character and labours he has described most clearly and fully
was the occasion of his becoming one of the followers of Jesus, 
of whom he and Andrew were the first disciples (i. 3 5 f.). 
Among these, again, he and Peter, and his own brother James 

A 
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the elder, brought by himself to Jesus (see on i. 42), formed 
the select company of the Lord's more intimate friends ; he 
himself being the most trusted of all,1 the one whom Jesus 
pre-eminently loved, and to whose filial care He on the 
cross entrusted Mary (xix. 26). Hence the ardent, impetuous 
disposition, which led the Lord Himself to give to him and 
his brother the name Boane1·ges, and which he exhibited on 
more than one occasion (Mark iii. 17, i...'C. 38 ft'.; Luke ix. 49 f., 
54),-connected even though it was with an ambition which 
his mother had fostered by her sensuous Messianic not.ions, 
Matt. xx. 20 ff.; Mark x. 35 ff.),-is by no means to be deemed 
of such a character as to be incapitble of gradually subjecting 
itself to the mind of Jesus, and becoming serviceable to its 
highest aims. After the ascension he abode, save perhaps when 
engaged on some minor apostolical journey (such as that to 
Samaria, .Acts viii. 14), at Jerusalem, where Paul met with him 
as one of the three pillars of the Christian church (Gal. ii. 1 ff.). 
How long he remained in this city cannot, amid the uncertainty 
of tradition, be determined ; and, indeed, it is not even certain 
-;\·hether he had already left the city when Paul was last there. 
He is certainly not mentioned in Acts xxi. 18, but neither is 
be in Acts xv., though we know from Gal. ii. 1 ff: that he never
theless was present; and therefore, as on the occasion of Gal. 
i. 19, so on that of .Acts xxi, he may have been temporarily 
absent. In after years he took up his abode at Ephesus (Iren. 
Haer. iii 3. 4; Euseb. iii 1. 23),2 probably only after the 

1 On account of his devoted love to the person of the Lord, on which Grotius 
finely remarks: "Quod olim Alexandrum de aruicis suis dixisse rnernorant, 
aliu.m esse f,,._,..,.,;a:•6p", aliu.m ,,,._of!,a:.,,,._, .. , putem au duos Domini Jesu apos
tolos posse aptari, ut Petrum d.icarnus maxime f•"-•xp•fl"••• Johannem maxime 
f,)...,".,.ii,, ... quod et Dominus respiciens illi quidem ecclesiam praecipuo 
quodam modo, huic autem niatrem commendavit." 

2 It is no argument at all against this, that Ignat. ad Ephes. 12 mentions 
Paul, but not John; for Paul is mentioned there as the founder of tlie cliurch 
at Ephesus, and as martyr,-neither of which holds good of John. Besides, 
this silence is far outweighed by the testimonies of Polycarp in Irenaeus, 
Polycrates in Euseb., Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Ensebius, etc. 
To account for these, as Keim in particular now attempts to do (Geach. J. I. 
p. 161 ff), by supposing some confusion of John the Presbyter with the Apostle 
John, is in my opinion futile, simply because the silence of Pnpias o.s to the 
a postll';'s residence in Asia proves notl1ing (he does not mention the rP.si<lence of 
any oC the Lord's apostles and disciples, to whom he ma.kes reference), and 
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destruction of Jerusalem ; not by any means, however, before 
Paul had laboured in Ephesus (Rom. xv. 20; 2 Cor. x. 16; 
Gal. ii. 7 f.), although it cannot be maintained with certainty 
that he had not even been there before Paul wrote bis letter 
to the Ephesians : for, in the enigmatic silence of this epistle 
as to all personal references, such a conclusion from the non
mention of his name is doubtful. 

The distinguished official authority with which he was 
invested at Ephesus, the spiritual elevation and sanctity 
ascribed to him, cannot be better indicated than by the fact 
that Polycrates (Euseb. iii. 31, v. 24) not only reckons him 
among the p,e,ya"A.a uTotxEia (great fundamental elements of 
the church; comp. Gal. ii. 9), but also calls him iEpEV'> To 

7rfra"A.ov1 m<f,op1JKW',. Of his subsequent fortunes we have 
only untrustworthy and sometimes manifestly false traditions, 
amongst the latter of which is one based on Rev. i. 9,2 but un
known even to Hegesippus (ap. Euseb. iii. 20), of bis banish
ment to Patmos under Domitian (first mentioned by Irenaeus 
and Clem. Alex.),-an event said to have been preceded by 
others of a marvellous kind, such as bis drinking poison at 
Rome without injury (see especially the Acta J ohannis in 
Tischendorf's Acta Apocr. p. 266 ff.), and his being thrown into 
.boiling oil, from which, however, he came out "nihil passus" 
(Tertullian), nay, even "purior et vegetior" (Jerome). The 
legend is also untrustworthy of his encounter with Cerinthus 
in a bath, the falling in of which he is said to have foreseen 
and avoided in time (Iren. Haer. iii. 3. 28; Euseb. iii 28, iv. 
14); it is only indirectly traceable to Polycarp, and betrays 

bec11use it seems scnrcely conceivable that Irenaeus should have so misinter
preted wh11t Polycarp said to him in his youth regarding his intimacy with John, 
os to suppose he spoke of the Apostle, when in fact he only spoke of the Presbyter 
of that name. It is pure c11price to assume that Eusebius "lacked the courage" 
to correct Irenaeus. Why so 1 See, on the other hlllld, Steitz in the Studien tl. 
Ki-itiken, 1868, p. 502 ff. 

l The plate of gold worn by the high priest on his forehead. See Ewald, 
Alterth. p. 393 f., ed. 3; Knobel on Ex. xxviii. 36. The phrase used by 
Polycrates is not to be taken as signifying rellltionship to a priestly family (xviil. 
16 ; Luke i. 36), but as symbolic of high spiritual position in the church, just 
ns it is also used of James the Lord's brother in Epiphanius, Haer. x.x.ix. 4. 
Compare now also Ewald, Johann. Schriften, II. p. 401 f. 

• See especially Diisterdicck on the Revelation, lntroduction, p. 92 lL 
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a purpose of glorifying the apostle at the expense of the 
heretic, although there may be little ground for the assertion 
that it is only what we should expect from the author of the 
Apocalypse (Baur, Kanon. Evang. p. 371). The great age to 
which John attained, which is variously stated,-according to 
Irenaeus, Eusebius, and others, about a hundred years, reaching 
down to Trajan's time,-gave some countenance to the saying 
(xxi. 23) that he should not see death; and this again led to 
the report that his death, which at last took place at Ephesus, 
was only a slumber, his breath still moving the earth on his 
grave {Augustine). In harmony, however, with a true idea of 
his character, though historically uncertain, and first vouched 
for by Jerome on Gal vi. 10 ,1 is the statement that, in the 
weakness of old age, he used merely to say in the Christian 
assemblies, Filioli, diligite alterufrum. For love was the most 
potent element of his nature, which had been sustained by the 
truest, deepest, and most affectionate communion in heart and 
life with Christ. In this communion John, nurtured in the 
heart of Jesus, discloses, as no other evangelist, the Lord's 
innermost life, in a contemplative but yet practical manner, 
with a profound idealizing mysticism, though far removed 
from all mere fiction and visionary enthusiasm ; like a bright 
mirror, faithfully reflecting the most delicate features of the 
full glory of the Incarnate One (i. 14 ; 1 John i. 1) ; tender 
and humble, yet without sentimentalism, and with the full 
and resolute earnestness of apostolical energy. In the centre 
of the church life of Asia he shone with the splendour of a 
spiritual high-priesthood, the representative of all true Chris
tian Gnosis, and personally a. very 'TT'ap01.vio, (" virgo mente et 
corpore," Augustine) in all moral purity. From the starting
point of an apostle of the Jews, on which he stands in contrast 

1 Earlier attested (Clemens, Qtti& div. salv. 42) is the equally characteristio 
legend (Clement calls it ,,_'iido, ob ,,_-;;p,., &;., . .lo ;,,,.., ;,,yo,) of a young man, for
merly converted by the apostle's labours, who lapsed and became a lender of 
robbers, by whose band John, after his return from Patmos, voluntarily allowed 
himself to be taken prisoner in order to bring their captain back to Chriat, 
which he succeeded in doing by the mere power of his presence. The robber 
chief, as Clement says, was baptized a second time by his tears of penitence. 
Comp. Herder's legend "der uerettete Jiingliny" in his Werke z. Behun. Lit, 
vi. r- 31, ed. 1827. 
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(Gal. ii. 9) with the apostle of the Gentiles, he rose to the 
purest universalism, such as we meet with only in Paul, but 
with a clear, calm elevation above strife and conflict; as the 
last of the apostles, going beyond not only Judaism, but even 
Paul himself, and interpreting most completely out ot his own 
lengthened, pure, and rich experience, the life and the light 
made manifest in Christ. He it is who connects Christianity 
in its fullest development with the person of Christ,-a legacy 
to the church for all time, of peace, union, and ever advancing 
moral perfection; among the apostles the true Gnostic, in 
opposition to all false Gnosticism of the age ; the prophet 
among the evangelists, although not the seer of the Apocalypse. 
"The personality of John," says Thiersch (die Kirche i11i 
apostol. Zeitalt. p. 273), "left far deeper traces of itself in the 
church than that of any other of Christ's disciples. Paul 
laboured more than they all, but John stamped his image 
most profoundly upon her;" the former in the mighty struggle 
for the victory, which overcometh the world ; the latter in the 
sublime and, for the whole future of the gospel, decisive cele
bration of the victory which has overcome it. 

SEC. II.-GENUINENESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

With regard to the external testimonies, we remark the 
following :-

1. Chap. xxi. could only serve as a testimony, if it pro
ceeded altogether from another hand, or if the obviously 
spurious conclusion should be made to include ver. 24. See, 
however, on chap. xxi.-2 Pet. i. 14 also, and the Gospel of 
Mark, cannot be adduced as testimonies; since the former 
passage cannot be shown to refer to John xxi. 18 f., while 
the second Gospel was certainly written much earlier than the 
fourth. 

2. In the apostolical Fathers1 we meet with no express 
1 It is true that Barnabas, 4, quotes, with the formula sicut ~criptum est (which 

is confirmed, agai11st Credner, by the Greek text of the Codex Sinaiticus), a pas• 
sage from Matthew (xx. 16, xxii. 14; not 2 Esdr. viii. 3, as Volkmar maintains). 
To find, however, in this alone canonical confirmation of the fourth Gospel 
(Tischendorf) is too msh a conclusion, since the close .joint relation of the four, 
as composing one fourlold Gospel, cannot be proved so early as the a11ostolical 
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quotation from, or sure trace of any use of, the Gospel. Bar
nabas 5, 6, 12 (comp. John iii. 14), and other echoes of John 
in this confused anti-Judaizing epistle, to which too great 
importance is attached by Keim, as well as Herm. Past. 
Simil. 9, 12 (comp. John x. 7, 9, xiv. 6), Ignat. ad Philad. 
(comp. John iii. 8) 9 (comp. John x. 9), ad Trall. 8 (comp. 
John vi. 51), ad Magnes. 8 (comp. John x. 30, xii. 49, 
xiv. 11), ad Rain. 7 (John vi. 32 ff., vii. 38 f.), are so 
adequately explained by tradition, and the common types 
of view and terminology of the apostolical age, that it is 
Yery unsafe to attribute them to some definite written source. 
Nor does what is said in Ignat. ad Rom. 7, and ad Tmll. 
8, of Christ's flesh and blood, furnish any valid exception 
to this view, since the origin of the mystical conception 
of the uap~ of Christ is not necessarily due to its dis
semination through this Gospel, although it does not occur 
in the Synoptics (in opposition to Rothe, Anfange d. CM. 
Kfrch. p. 715 ff.; Ruther, in Illgen's Zeitschr. 1841, iv. p.1 ff.; 
Ebrard, Evang. Joh. p. 102; Kritik d. evang. Gesch. ed. 2, p. 
840 ff.; Tischend. Ewald Jahrb. V. p. 188, etc.). Hence 
the question as to the genuineness of the several epistles 
of Ignatius, and their texts, may here be altogether left out 
of consideration. Just as little from the testimony of Irenaeus 
ad Florin. (ap. Eus. v. 20) to Polycarp, that in all the latter 
said of Christ he spoke u-6µ,<pwva "Tai~ ,ypa<pai~, may we infer 
any use of our Gospel on Polycarp's part, considering the 
generality of this expression, which, moreover, merely sets 
forth Irenaeus' opinion, and does not necessarily mean New 
Testament writings. When, again, Irenaeus (Hwr. v. 36. 
1 f.) quotes an interpretation given by the "presbyteri apos
tolorurn discipuli" of the saying in John xiv. 2 (" In my 
Father's house," etc.), it must remain doubtful whether these 
presbyteri knew that saying from our Gospel or from apos-

Fathers; nor do even Justin'a citations exhibit any such corpus evangelicum. 
Besides, that very remarkable ,;,r ,-1,-p".,,.""' makes it probable that the passage 
in Matthew may have erroneously appeared to the writer of the epistle as taken 
from the 0/,d Testament.-Again, it is incorrect to say (with Vol.kmar) that the 
citation in Barnabas 5 of Ps. xxii. 21 tells against our Gospel, since that citation 
has no beari.ug on the spear-thrust spoken of in xix. 34, but simply refers to 
death 011 the cross as such, in contrast with death by the sword. 
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tolical traclition, since Irenaeus quotes their opm10n simply 
with the general words : Kat oia TOVTO elp'TJKEVat TOV Kvptov. 

3. Of indirect but decided importance, on the other hand, 
-assuming, that is, what in spite of the doubts still raised 
by Scholten must be regarded as certain, that the Gospel 
and First Epistle of John are from one author,-is the use 
which, according to Euseb. iii. 3 9, Papias 1 made of the First 
Epistle. That in the fragment of Papias no mention is made of 
our Gospel, should not be still continually urged (Baur, Zeller, 
Hilgenf., V olkmar, Scholten) as a proof, either that he did not 
know it, or at least did not acknowledge its authority (see 
below, No. 8). Decisive stress may also be laid on Polycarp, 
ad Phil. 7 ( 'Tl'a<; ,yap a" &v µ,~ oµ,oAo,yf, 'I 'TJG'OVV Xpw-rav ev uapKt. 

EA'TJAv0evai av-rlxpiuTO\' EUTt), as a quotation from 1 John 
iv. 3 ; Polycarp's chapter containing it being unquestionably 
genuine, and free from the interpolations occurring elsewhere 
in the Epistle. It is true that it may be said, "What can such 
general sentences, which may have circulated anonymously, 
prove?" (Baur, Kanan. Evangel. p. :350); but it may be an
swered that that characteri,;tic type of this fundamental article 
of the Christian system, which in the above form is quite 
peculiar to the First Epistle of John, points to the evangelist 
in the case of no one more naturally than of Polycarp, who 
was for so many years his disciple ( comp. Ewald, Johann. 
Schrijten, II. p. 395). It is nothing less than an unhistorical 
inversion of the relations between them, when some · (Bret
schneider, and again Volkmar) represent John's·Epistle as de
pendent on Polycarp's, while Scholten tries to make out a 
difference in the application and sense of the respective pas
sages. 

4. It is true that J u?.tin Martyr, in his citations from the 
, , ... , ,, (" ""' "\. - , '"- ,, a'Tl'oµ,v11µ,oveuµ,a-ra -rwv a1rouTOAWV a Ka"'ei-rai eva'Y'Ye"-ia, 

1 A disciple of tl1e P1·esbyter John. From the fragments of Papias in Eusebius, 
it is abundantly clear that he mentions two d;Jfrrent disciples of the Lord called 
John,-John the Apostle, and John the Presbyter, who was not one ol the twelve, 
but simply a disciple, like Aristion. The attempt to make the Presbyter, in the 
quotation from Papias, no other than the Apostle, lea,ls only to useless con
troversy. See especially Overbeck in Hilgenl"elu's Zritscl,r. 1867, p. 35 fl. ; 
Steitz in the Stud. u. Ki-it. 1868, p. 63 ff., in 01Jposition to Zahn in the Stud. 
u. Krit. 1866, pp. 649 ff. 
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Apol. I. 6 6), which also served as church lessons,1 has not 
used our canonical Gospels e,xclusively (the older view, and still 
substantially held by Bindemann in the Stud. u. Krit. 1842, 
p. 355 ft., and Semisch, d. apost. Denkw. Justins, 1848; also 
by Luthardt, Tischendorf, and Riggenbach); but neither has he 
used rne1·ely an "uncanonical" Gospel (Schwegler), or chiefly 
such a one (Credner, Volkmar, Hilgenfeld), as was "a special 
recension of that Gospel to the Hebrews which assumed so 
many forms" (Credner, Gesch. d. Kanon, p. 9). For he used 
not only our canonical Gospels, but also in addition other 
evangelic writings now lost, which-rightly or wrongly
he must have looked upon as proceeding from the apostles, 
or from disciples of theirs ( comp. Tryph. l O 3 : iv ,yap .,-o,~ 
a,7roµ,1177µ,011evµ,auw, a <p17µ,i V'Tt'O 'TWV a'Tt'OO''TOA(l)V au'TOU 

Ka£ 'TWV EICELIIOt~ '1T'apa,c0Xov017uav'TIDV O'VV'TE'Tax0ai); 

and hence his variations from our canonical Gospels hardly 
agree more than once or twice with the Clementines. His 
Apologies certainly belong (see Apol. i. 46) to somewhere 
about the middle of the second century.2 His citations, even 
when they can be referred to our canonical Gospels, are gene
rally free, so that it is often doubtful where he got them. (See 
Credner, Beitr. I. p.151 ff.; Frank, in the Wilrtemb. Stud. XVIII. 
p. 61 ff. ; Hilgenf. Krit. Untersuch. ilb. die Evang. Jiistins, 
etc., 1850; Volkmar ueber Justin.) From Matthew and Luke 
only five are verbally exact. He has also borrowed from 
John,3 and· indeed so evidently, that those who would deny 

1 For the course of the discussions upon J ustin's quotations, and the literature 
of the subject, see Volkmar, Ueb. Justin d. M. u . . ,. Verh. z. uns_. Evangelien, 
1853; Hilgenfeld, Evangelien, 1855; Volkmar, Urspr. d. Evang. 1866, p. 92 ff. 
See also in particular, Luthardt, Justin d. M. u. d. Joh. Evang., in the Erlanger 
Zeitschr. f. Protest. u. K. 1856, xxxi. parts 4-6, xxxii. parts 1 and 2; Ewald, 
Jahrb. VI. 59 ft. ; Riggenbach, Zeugn. f. d. Ev. Joh. p. 139 ff. 

2 The controversy as to the date of the first Apology (Semisch, A.D. 138-139; 
Vollunar, about 147; Keim, 155-160) need not here be discussed, since in any 
case our Gospel is in the same position as the Synoptics, so far as Justin's use 
.and estimate of it are concerned. 

3 He has made most use of Matthew, and then of the Pauline Luke, but also of 
.M.ark. That he has taken very little comparatively from .John, seems to be due to 
the same reason as his silence in respect of Paul, which is not tantamount to an 
·exclusion of the apostle of the Gentiles; for he is rich in Pauline ideas, and there 
-can be no mistake as to his knowledge of Paul's epistles (Semisch, p. 123 ff.). 
it is probably to be explained by prudential consideration for the antagonism of 
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this are in consistency obliged, with Vollmar, to represent John 
as making use of Justin, which is an absurdity. See Keirn, 
Gesch. J. I. p. 13 7 ff. It is true that some have found in too 
many passages references to this Gospel, or quotations from 
it (see against this, Zeller, Theol. Jahrb. 1845, p. 600 ff.); 
still we may assume it as certain, that as, in general, J ustin's 
whole style of thought and expression implies the existence of 
John's writings (comp. Ewald, Jahrb. V. p. 186 f.), so, in the 
same way, must the mass of those passages in particular be esti
mated, which, in spite of all variations arising from his Alex
andrine recasting of the dogma, correspond with John's doctrine 
of the Logos.1 For Justin was conscious that his doctrine, espe
cially that of the Logos, which was the central point in his 
Christology, had an apostolic basis,2 just as the ancient church in 
the Jewish Christians to Paul's (and John's) anti-Judaism. In the obvious pos
sil,ility of this circumstance, it is too rash to conclude that this Gospel had not 
yet won the high authority which it could not have failed to have, had it really 
been a work of the apostle (Weisse, d. Evangelienfr. p. 129); or even, that "had 
Justin known the fourth Gospel, he would have made, not only repeated and 
ready, but even preferential use of it. To assume, therefore, the use of only one 
passage from it on Justin's part, is really to concede the point" (Volkmar, 
ub. Justin, p. 50 f. ; Zeller, p. 650). The Clementine Homilies (see hereafter 
nnder 5) furnish an analogous phenomenon, in that they certainly knew and 
used our Gospel, while yet borrowing very little from it. The synoptic evangelic 
literature was the older and more widely diffused ; it had already become 
familiar to the most diverse Christian circles (comp. Luke i. 1), when 
John's Gospel, which was so very dissimilar and peculiar, and if not esoteric 
(W eizsacker), certainly antichiliastic (Keim), made its appearance. How con
ceivable that the latter, though the work of an apostle, should only very gra
dually have obtained general recognition and equal authority with the Synoptics 
among the Jewish Christians! how conceivable, therefore, also, that !I man like 
Justin, though no Judaizer, should have hesitated to quote from it in the 
same degree as he did from the Synoptics, and the other writings connected 
with the Synoptic cycle of narratives 1 The assumption that he had no occasion 
to refer frequently and expressly to John (Luthardt, op. cit. p. 398) is inBdmis
sible. He might often enough, where he has other quotations, have quoted 
quite as appropriately from John. 

1 See Duncker, d. Logoskhre Justina d. M., Gottingen 1848, nnd Luthardt ns 
above, xxxii. pp. 69 ff., 75 ff. ; Weizsacker in the Jahrb. f. D. Tlieol. 1862, p. 
703 ff.; Tischendorf, wann wurden uns. Ev. verf. p. 31 ff., ed. 4; Weizsacker, cl. 
Theol. d. M. Just., in the Jahrb.f. D. Theol. 1867, p. 78 ff. Great weight is due 
to Justin's doctrino of the incarnation of the Logos (.Apol. i. 32, 66; c. Tryph. 
100), which is foreign to the system of Philo, etc., and is specially Johannean. 

2 Hence his frequent reference to the ;,,.,..,.,n,..,.J,,_a..-a. .,;;; , a. .,. • .,.,..A., ,. 

On one occasion led to do so casually, because he is speaking directly 01 

Pet,!r, he refers definitely to the ""•l''""°"""a..-,,, .-oii n,.-poii (c. Tryph. 106: 
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general, either exp1·essly or as a matter of course, traced the 
origin of its doctrine of the Logos to John. It is therefore 
unhistorical, in the special case of Justin, merely to point to 
an acquaintance with Philo, and to the Logos-speculations 
and Gnostic ideas of the age generally (against Zeller, Baur, 
Hilgenf., Scholten, and many others), or to satisfy oneself 
possibly with the assumption that Paul furnished him with 
the premisses for his doctrine (Grimm in the Sfod. u. Krit. 
1851, p. 687 ff.), or even to make the fourth evangelist a 
pnpil of Justin (Volkmar). It seems, moreover, certain that 
Apol. i. 61, Kat "/a,p XptcrTar; e!1rev· &v µ,~ ava"f€VV'1}0'Y}T€, 

' ' ' ''0 ' ' /3 ' ' ~ ' ~ ''O ou µ,71 Here"' 'TJTE eir; TTJV aat"'etav Twv ovpavwv. Tl 

OE Kat aovvaTOV elr; T(Lr; µ,~Tpar; TWV T€KOVCTWV TOVr; G:,ra~ 

,ywvwµ,ivour; eµ,{3;,vat, ef>avepav 'TT'aa{v f.<TTl, is derived from 
John iii. 3-5. See especially Semisch, p. 18 9 ff. ; Luthardt, 
l.c. XXX II. p. 9 3 ff. ; Riggen b. p. 16 6 ff: It is true, some 
have assigned this quotation, through the medium of Matt. 
xviii. 3, to the Gospel to the Hebrews, or some other un
canonical evangelic writing (Credner, Schwegler, Baur, Zeller, 
Hilgenfeld, Volkmar, Scholten), or have treated it as a more 
original form of the mere oral tradition (see Baur, against 
Luthardt, in the Tlwol. Jah1·b. 1857, p. 232). But in the face 
of Justin's free manner of quoting, to whieh we must attribute 
the ava,yf:llv. instead of "levv. &vw0ev,-&vw0ev being taken, 
according to the common ancient view, in the sense of denuo 
(comp. also Clem. Recogn. vi. 9),-this is most arbitrary, especi-

P,f.'T't,,JJOP,a.Zf.,a., a.UirO, nE.,..po11 t,a. vZ11 a.wo,,r0>..&1, .ciz} ,,,,,pa,,a., e, '1'0;S e,,,,p,,,,fi,oHU
,,,a, .. ,. a,i,,,.oii, ....... A.). Here Credner (Beitr. I. p. 132; Gescli. d. Kanon, p. 17) 
quite correctly reforred a,i,,,..;; to nhp .. (Lticke conjectures that a.ii'Toii is spurious, 
or that ,,.;;, • ..,,,, • .,,,.,A.,. is to be inserted, so that a.~ ... ;; would refer to Jesus), 
but he understood these ;,,,,,..,,_,. to be the apocryphal Gospel of Peter,-the more 
groundlessly, that the substance of Justin's quotation is from Me.rk iii. 17; 
Justin understood by &,,,,.,,,,n . .-oii m.-pou the Gospel of Mark. So also Luthardt, 
op. cit. :x:.x.xi. p. 316 ft.; Weiss, in the Stud. u. Krit. 1861, p. 677; Riggenb. and 
others; comp. Volkmar, Urapr. d. Evang. p. 154. According to Tertnllian, c. 
Marc. iv. 5, "Marcus quod edidit evangelium, Petri adfirmatur, cujus interpres 
Marcus." Comp. Irenaeus also, iii. 10. 6, iii. 1. 1. According to this, compared 
with what Papias says of Mark, Justin might have expressed himself exactly as 
he has done. With respect to the controversy on the subject, see Hilgenfeld, 
Krit. Untera. p. 23 ff., and Luthardt, l.c. ,· comp. on Mark, Introduction. 
Notice also how unfavourable the passage seems to the notion that Justin's 
/,[emoriala are a compilation (Ewald and others). 
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ally when Justin himself gives prominence to the impossibility 
of a second natural birth. Moreover, in the second half of the 
quotation (ov µ~ elue"'A.0. el<; T. {,aut"'A.. TWV ovp.), some re
miniscence of Matt. xviii. 3 might easily occur ; just as, in fact, 
several very ancient witnesses (among the Codices, N{') rearl 
in John l.c. {,aut"'A.elav TWV ovpavwv, the Pseudo-Clemens 
(Homil. xi. 26), by quoting the second half exactly in this way, 
and in the first half adding after ava,yevv. the words voan s'wvn 
el<; 8voµa 7TaTpo,, vlov, a,1ylov 7TVEVJJ,QTO<;, exhibits a free combina
tion of Matt. xxviii. 19 and xviii. 3. Other passages of Justin, 
which some have regarded as allusions to or quotations from 
John, may just as fitly be derived from evangelic tradition 
to be found elsewhere, and from Christian views generally ; 
and this must even be conceded of such passages as c. Tryph. 
88 (John i. 20 ff.), de res. 9 (John v. 27), Apol. I. 6 (John iv. 
24), Apol. I. 22 and c. Tryph. 69 (John ix. 1), c. Tryph. 17 
(John i 4). However, it is most natural, when once we have 
been obliged to assume in Justin's case the knowledge and 
use of our Gospel, to attribute to it other expressions also 
which exhibit Johannean peculiarities, and not to stop at Apol. 
I. 61 merely (against Frank). On the other hand, the remark
able resemblance of the quotation from Zech. xii. 10 in John xix. 
37 and Apol. I. 52, leaves it doubtful whether Justin derived 
it from John's Gospel (Semisch, Luthardt, Tisch., Riggenb.), or 
from one of the variations of the LXX. already existing at 
that time (Grimm, l.c. p. 6 9 2 f.), or again, as is most pro
bable, from the original Hebrew, as is the case in Rev. i. 7. 
It is true that the Epistle to Diognetus, which, though not 
composed by Justin, was certainly contemporary with and 
probably even prior to him, implies the existence of John'~ 
Gospel in certain passages of the concluding portion, which very 
distinctly re-echo John's Logos-doctrine (see especially Zeller, 
l.c. p. 618, and Credner, Gesch. d. neiit. Kanon, p. 58 ft); but 
this conclusion (chapp. 11, 12) is a later appendix, probably 
belonging to the third century at the earliest. Other refer
ences to our Gospel in the Epistle are uncertain. 

5. To the testimonies of the second century, within the 
church, the Clavis of Melito of Sardis certainly does not 
Lelong (in Pitra, Spicileg. Solesmense, Paris 18 5 2), since tLi ~ 
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pretended l(,Af[r;, wherein the passages John xv. 5, vi. 54, xii. 24, 
are quoted as contained "in Evangclio," is a much later compila
tion (see Steitz, Stud. u. Krit. 1857, p. 584 ff.), but they include 
the Epwtle of the Ohu1·che,s at Vicnne and Lyons (Eus. v. 1), 
where John xvi. 2 is quoted as a saying of the Lord's, and the 
Spirit is designated the Paraclete : Tatian, J ustin's disciple, 
ad Grace. 13, where John i. 5 is cited as TO elp1JµEvov; chap. 
19, where we have indications of an acquaintance with John's 
prologue ( comp. chap. 5); and chap. 4, 1rvevµ,a o 0eor;, compared 
with John iv. 24; also the JJiate,ssaron of this Tatian,1 which 
is based on the canon of the four Gospels, certainly including 
that of John: Athenagoras, Leg. pro Ch1·ist. 10, which is based 

1 According to Thcodoret (Haeret. Jab. i. 20), who from his account mus~ 
have known it accurately, and who removed it from his diocese as dangerous, it 
was nothing else than a brief summary by way of extract of our four Gospels, 
in which the genealogies, and all that referred to Christ as a descendant 
of the seed of David, were left out. This account must (see also Semisch, 
Tatiani Diate.ss., Vratisl. 1856) prevail against modem views of an opposite 
kind ; it agrees also with wnr..t is said by Euseb, iv. 29, who, however, did not 
himself exactly know the peculiar way in which Tatian had combined the four. 
The statement of Epiphanius, Haer. xlvi. 1, "Many called it Hf 'E/3pa.Iou,," is, 
on the other hand, simply an historical remark, which decides nothing as to the 
fact itself. According to the Jacobite bishop of the thirteenth century, Dionysius 
Bar-Salibi (in Assemanni Bibl. Orient. i. p. 57 f., ii. p. 159), the Diatessaron 
of Tatian, who therefore must have laid chief stress on John, began with the 
words, In the beginning was the Word; he also reports that Ephraem Syrus 
wrote a commentary on the Diatessaron. Credner (Beitr. I. p. 446 ff.; Ge.sch. d. 
neut. Kanon, p. 19 ff.), whom Scholten follows, combats these statements by 
showing that the Syrians had confounded Tatian and Ammonius and their 
writings with one another. But Bar-Salibi certainly keeps them strictly apart. 
Further, the orthodox Ephraem coulcl write a commentary on Tatian's Diates
saron the more fitly, if it was a grouping together of the canonical Gospels. 
Lastly, the statement that it began with John i. 1 agrees thoroughly with Theo• 
doret's account of the rejection of the genealogies and the descent from David, 
whereas the work of Ammonius cannot have begun with John i. 1, since, 
according to Eusebius (see W etstein, Proleg. p. 68), its basis was th~ Gospel of 
Matthew, by the side of which Ammonius placed the parallel sections of the 
other evangelists in the form of a synopsis. The testimony of Bar-Salibi above 
quoted ought not to have been surrendered by Lticke, De Wettc, and various 
others, on the ground of Credner'a opposition. What Credner quotes in his 
Gesch. d. 11,eut. Kanon, p. 20, from Ebed-Jesu (in Maii Script. vet. nova collect. 
,c. p. 191), rests merely on a confusion of Tatian with Ammonius on the part 
of the Syrians ; which confusion, however, is not to be charged upon Dionysius 
Bar·SalibL Further, there is the less ground for excluding the fourth Gospel 
from the Diatessaron, seeing that Tatian has made use of it in his Oratio url 
GraecoB. 
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npon a knowledge of John's prologue and of xvii. 21-23: 
Apollinaris, Bishop of Hierapolis, in a Fragment in the Paschal 
Chronicle, ed. Dindorf', p. 14 (o -r~v cuylav 'IT'Xeuptw i,c,cev-r'T}0els 
ci f.lCXEar; €IC -r71r; 'IT'Aevpar; av-rov -ra. Mo 'fT'Q,AW ,ca0ap,na t8wp ,cal 

alµ,a· Xo,yov "· 7rVevµ,a, comp. John xix. 34), where Baur, of 
course, takes refuge in a tradition older than our Gospel ; 
also in another Fragment in the same work (~0ev ci.uvµcpwvwr; 
7'€ VOJJ,([J ;, VO'T}U£<; au-rwv ,cal u-rauuftew So,ce'i "a-r' au-rovr; -ra. 

eua,y,yiX,a), where, if we rightly interpret it,1 John's Gospel 
is meant to be included among the eua,y,yi'Jl.,a: Polycrates of 
Ephesus, in Euseb. v. 24, where, with a reference to John 
xiii. 23 f., xxi 20, be designates the Apostle John as o £7rl -ro 
u-r710or; -rov ,cvp{ov ava'IT'euwv. The Clementine Homilies ( ed. 
Dressel, Gi:itting. 1853) contain in xix. 22 an undeniable 
quotation from John ix. 2, 3 ;2 as also, in iii. 52, a citation 

1 The correct explanation is the usual one, adopted by Wieseler, Ebrard, 
Weitzel, Schneider, Luthardt, Bleek, Weizsii.cker, Riggenbach, and many others, 
e.lso by Hilgenfeld, Volkmar, Scholten: '' and the Gospels, according to them 
(in conse1J.uence of their asserting tbe.t Jesus, according to Matthew, died 
on the 15th Nisan), appear to be at variance" (namely, with one another). 
This ground of refutation rests on the assumption (which, however, is really 
erroneous) that there could be no disagreement among the Gospels as to the day 
when Jesus died, while there would be such a disagreement if it were correct 
that, according to Matthew, Jesus died on the 15th Nisan. Now it is true that 
Matthew really bas this statement; only Apollinaris doe~ not admit it, but 
assumes that both the Synoptics and John record the 14th Nisan as the day of 
Christ's death, so that on this point harmony reigns among the Gospels, as 
in fact, generally, the real disagreement among them had not come to be con
sciously observed. Comp. Clem. Al. in the Vhron. Pasch. : .,.,.~.,., .,.;;, ;,,,.,p;;, 
.,.ii a.1<p1/3,;1f . . . 1<a:l .,.,. 1va:,-,-!).,a: ... ,,.~.;. According to Schwegler (Montanism, 
p. 194 f.), Baur, Zeller, the sense must be: "According to their view, the Gospels 
are in conflict with the Law." This, however, is incorrect, because, after having 
given prominence to the irreconcilability with the Law, a new point is introduced 
with .. .,.,, .. ,.;~"', bearing on the necessary harmony oj the Gospels. l\Ioreover, 
there is no need whatever, in the case of .,.,.,. .. ,,.~11,, of some such addition as i, 
la:u.-,,, or the like, since .,.,. ,i,,.,,,,,).,a: represents a collective totality supposed 
to be well known. Comp. Xen. Cyrop. viii. 8. 2, ,,..,) ,,.,,..., Kiip,s ,,,.,)., • .,. ... ,,, 
,i,di,; ,,.,, ,.i,.,.,ii ,; ora:i'~,s io-.-a:o-:a:~... Often so in Greek ; comp. also Hilgenfeld, 
Paschastreit, p. 258. 

2 See Uhlhorn in the Gtitt. gel. Anz. 1853, p. 1810; Volkmar, ein neu 
entdeckt. Zeugn. uber d. Joh. Evang., in the tl1eol. Jahrb. 1854, p. 446 ff. In 
spite of this clear testimony, however, Volkmar places the date of John's 
Gospel anJ ol the Homilies so near each other (I 50-160 A. D.), that the former 
must have been used by the author of the Homilies directly after its origination 
"as an interesting but unapostolic Novum" ( Urspr. d. Evang. p. 63). Thi~ 
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occurs from John x. 9, 27 (see, against Zeller and Hilgenf., 
especially Uhlhorn, d. Hamil. u. Recogn. des Cle1n. p. 223); 
and after these undoubted quotations, there is no longer any 
reason to question a reference also in xi. 26 (compare above, 
under 4) to John iii. 3. On the other hand, no great stress 
must be laid on the citations in the Recognitions, since this 
work is to be placed (in opposition to Hilgenfeld, Merx, 
Volkmar) somewhat later, though still in the second century, 
and now only exists in the obviously free Latin translation 
of Rufi.nus (Recogn. vi 9, comp. John iii. 3-5; Recogn. ii 48, 
comp. John v. 23; Recogn. v. 12, comp. John viii. 34). The 
first Father who quotes our Gospel by name is Theophilus, 
ad A.utolyc. ii. 31 (ii 22): "00Ev oiodu,covui 71µ,ar; ai &ryia, 
,ypacf,a'i, ,ea'/, '11"Q.V7'f<; oi ,rvwµ,aTocf,6poi, eE WV 'I (J)Q.VV'T}<; >..eryec 
Jv apxf; ~v o X6ryor;, 1'.T.X. Besides this, according to Jerome 
(Ep. 151, ad A.glas.), he composed a work comparing the four 
Gospels together, which, like Tatian's Diatessaron, implies the 
recognition of John by the church. Of importance also here 
is the testimony of Irenaeus, Haer. iii 1 ([,reiTa 'I"'avv11r; o 
µ,a011T~r; TOV ,cvp1,ov, 0 ,ea'/, €71"£ 7'() ITT~0or; avTOV ava,reuwv, ,ea'/, 

' ' '!::''-' ' ' ,, ' 'E"'' ~ 'A I ,.. '(3 ) auTor; e,;eow,ce TO euaryryel\.£ov, ev .,,eurp T1J<; uiar; oiaTpt wv , 
comp. iii. 11. 1, 7, 8, ~, v.10. 3, and especially ap. Eus. v. 8; 
partly because in his youth Polycarp was his teacher, and 
partly because he was an opponent of Gnosticism, which, 
however, could easily find, and did actually find, nutriment 
in this very Gospel. Hence the assumption is all the 
more natural, that the Gospel so emphatically acknowledged 
and frequently quoted by Irenaeus had Polycarp's communi
cations in its favour, either directly, in that Polycarp made 
Irenaeus acquainted with John's Gospel, or at any rate 
indirectly, in that he found confirmed by that Gospel what 
had been delivered to him by Polycarp as coming from the 
apostle's own mouth respecting the words and works of Jesus, 

use manifestly implies dissemination and admitted apostolic authority such 
as Matthew and Luke, and a Gospel of Peter, possibly used by him, must have 
possessed in the opinion of the author. Comp. Lnthardt as above, XXXI. p. 
3GB [. This also tells against Baur, who, in the Tlteol. Jahrb. 1857, p. 240, 
strangely enough thinks to weaken this testimony as a "casual and external " 
use of the Gospel ; while Scholten (die iilteaten Zeug. p. 60 ff.), in a precario11t1 
a.ml artificial fashion, raises doubts as to the use itself. 
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Rnd which had remained vividly impressed in his recol1ection 
(Epist. ad Florin. in Eus. v. 20).-Finally, here belong, because 
we may take it for granted they are not later than the second 
century, the Canon of Muratori,1 and the Canon of the 
Syrian church in the Peschito, and in the Fragments of the 
Curetonian text. The Itala also, if its origin really falls 
within the second century (Lachmann, N. T. Praef. p. L f.), 
may be quoted among the testimonies of this century. 

6. Among the heretics of the second century, besides the 
Tatian already referred to, we must name Marcion as a wit
ness for our Gospel. He rejected, according to Tertullian (c. 
Marc. iv. 3), Matthew and John, and, according to the same 
writer, de carne Christi 3, John,-a fact which implies their 
apostolic authority, and that Marcion knew them to be 
apostolic,2 although Hilgenfeld, Volkmar, and Scholten, follow
ing Zeller and Schwegler, assume the contrary. But he re
jected the non-Pauline Gospels, not on critical grounds, but as 
a one-sided adherent of Paul, and, as such, in Tertullian's 
judgment (" videtur "), chose Luke's Gospel, in order to shape 
it anew for the purpose of restoring the pure gospel of Christ, 
and in such a way, in fact, that he now " evangelio scilicet suo 
nullum adscribit auctorem," Tertull. c. Marc. iv. 2, by which 
he deprived Luke of his canonical position (" Lucam vicle
tiir elegisse, quem caederet "). To question Tertullian's credi
bility in the above passages (Zeller, Baur, Volkmar), though 
he too frequently judged with the hostility of a partisan those 
whom he opposed, is yet without sufficient warrant, since he 
states particularly (c. Marc. iv. 3) how Marcion came to reject 
the other canonical Gospels; that is, namely, that he strove, 
on the ground of the Epistle to the Galatians (chap. ii.), to 
subvert the position of those Gospels-" quae propria et sub 
apostolorum nomine eduntur vel etiam apostolicoriim, ut scilicet 
fidem, quam illis adimit, suo conferat." Comp. W eizsacker, p. 

1 ·Crecl.ner erroneously maintains in the Theol. Jal,rb. 1857, p. 297, and Ge.eh. 
d. neut. Kanon, p. 158 f., that the Canon Murat. distinguishes John the Evan
gelist as a simple discipulus Christi from the Apostle. See, on the other haml, 
Ewald, Jahrb. IX. p. 96; Weiss in the Stud. u. Krit. 1863, p. 597. 

2 Which certainly can be least of all doubted in the case of John's Gospel, of 
which Asia was the native country. The rejection of John as one of the ticdv, 
apostles is easily enough explained by Mo.rcion's anti-J udaizing temper. 
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2 3 0 ff. (who, however, misunderstands vidctur in the above 
passage), and Riggenb. p. 130 ff. Marcion, therefore, must in 
consistency have renounced the gain to Gnosticism with which 
John could have furnished him. The opposite course would 
have been inconsistent with his Paulinism. Again, that Ter
tullian understood, by the "Gospels peculiarly and specially 
apostolical," those of Matthew and John (against Zeller, who, 
with V olkmar, understands the apocryphal Gospels of the 
Jewish Christians), is clear from c. Marc. iv. 2: "Nobis fidem ex 
apostolis Johannes et !l{atthacus insinuant, ex apostolicis Lucas 
et Marcus." Further, the Valentinians used our Gospel fully 
and in many ways, in support of their :fine-spun fancies (Iren. 
Haer. iii 1 l. 7); indeed, Heracleon, who is not to be rejuve
nated into a contemporary of Origen,1 wrote a commentary on 
it (see the Fragments from Origen in Grabe, Spicil. Patr. ii. p. 
85 ff.); and Ptolemaeus (in Epiphan. Haer. xxxiii. 3 :ff.) cites 
John i 3 as an apostolical sentence, and according to Irenaeus, 
i. 8. 5, expressly described John's prologue as proceeding 
from the apostle; and Theodotus also (according to the 
extracts from his writings appended to the works of Clem. 
Alex.) often quotes the Gospel of John. Whether Valentinus 
hiinself used it, is a question on which also, apart from other 
less evident proofs, we are not without very distinct testimony 
since the publication of the Philosophumena Origenis, which 
were probably composed by Hippolytus; for in the Philos. vi. 
35, among the proof-texts used by Valentinus, John x. 8 is 
cited : so that the subterfuge, " The author lilces to transfer the 
doctrhies of the disciple to the Master" (Zeller, Hilgenfeld, 
Volkmar, comp. Scholten), can be of no avail here, where we 
have an instance to the contrary lying clearly before us (see 
Jacobi in the Deiitsck. Zeitsckrift, 1851, No. 28 f., 1853, No. 
24 f.; Ewald, Jakrb. V. p. 200 f.). When, therefore, Ter
tullian says, Praescr. Haer. 3 8, " Valentinus integro instru
mento uti videtur," we may find this videtur in respect of 
John's Gospel simply confirmed by the Philosophumena 2 (see 

1 Origen himself (in Joann. ii. c. 8) alleges that Heracleon was esteemed a 
trusty disciple (r•"'P'f<-°') of Valentinus. 

2 When Baur and Zeller, on the other hand, lay stress on the fact that among 
the texts adduced by the Valentinians in proof of their doctrine of the Aeons, 
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furtlwr, Bleek, Beit1·. I. p. 214 ff. ; Schneidf:r, p. 2 7 ff. ; 
Luthardt, l.c. p. 100 ff.; Tisch. l.c. p. 45 ff.; Riggenbach, p. 
118 ff.).-That, again, even Basilides, who is not, however, to 
be looked upon as a disciple of the Apostle Matthias (Hofstede 
de Groot), used our Gospel,-a point which Baur even, with 
unsatisfactory opposition on the part of Hilgenfeld, V olkmar, 
and others, concedes,-and that he has employed as proof
texts in particular John i. 9, ii. 4, is likewise proved by 
the Phil. Orig. vii. 22, 27, wiLh which many of the author's 
errors in othe1· things are quite unconnected.-The Gospel also 
was in use among the Naassenes (Philos. Or. v. 6 ff.) and 
Peratae (v. 12 ff.), who belong to the close of the second 
century.-It is true that Montanism had not its original root 
in the Gospel of John, but in the doctrine of the Parousia ; 
still, in its entire relation to the church and its doctrine (see 
especially Ritscbl, Altkathol. Kirche, p. 4 77 ff.), and particu
larly in its ideas of prophecy, its asceticism, and its escha
tology, it had no occasion to reject our Gospel, though some 
have erroneously found some evidence to this effect in Iren
aeus,1 though at the same time dependence on this Gospel 
cannot in its case be proved. There was a rejection of the 

none occur from John, and hence conclude that the Valentinian system which 
I renaeus there describes does not imply the existence of our Gospel at that 
time, it is still adverse to their view that Irenaeus immediately, i. 8. 5, adduces 
quotations from John out of Ptolemaeus, and in iii. 11. 7 testifies to the most 
ample use of our Gospel (" plenissime utentes· ") on the part of the Valen
tinians. So, also, the fact that Irenaeus, i. 20. 2, cites among the proof-texts 
of the Marcosians none from John, cannot serve to prove that the "Valentini~n 
system originally stood in no connection with the fourth Gospel." Zeller, 1845, 
p. 635. Assuredly the whole theosophy ot Valentinus was intertwined with, 
and grew upon, the ground and soil of John's distinctive theology. "Valentinus 
, , . non ad materiam scripturas (as Marcion), sed maleriam ad scriptura.• ex
cogitavit, et tamen plus abstulit et plus adjecit, auferens proprietates singu lorum 
quoqne verborum et adjiciens dispositiones non comparentium rernm." Tt>rtul
lian, de praesc1·. haer. 38. The Valentinian Gnosis, with its Aeons, Syzygies, 
and so on, stands related to John's prologue as a product of art and fancy to 
what is simple and creative. Attempts to weaken the testimonies of the 
Philosoph. Orig. as to a use of John's Gospel on the po.rt of Valentinus nnd 
Basilides, have been very unsuccessfully ffi(lde : Zeller, in the Theol. J ahrb. 
1853, p. 144 ff.; Volkmar, ibidem, 1854, p. 125 f.; Banr, ib. p. 269 f.; Hilgenf. 
in his Zeitschrift, 1862, p. 452 ff.; Sc!iolten, d. alt. Zeug. p. 67 ff.; and Volk
mar, Urspr. uns. Evang. p. 70 ff. 

1 This is in answer to Bretsclmeider, Probab. p. 210 ft. The passage in Iren
aeus, iii. 2. 9, reads thus: "Alii vero, ut donnm Spiritus frustrentur, quod in 

B 
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Gospel on the part of the Alogi, consequently on tlrnt of tl1e 
opponents of Montanism (Epiph. Haer. Ii. 3 f.), in the interests, 
indeed, of dogmatic Antimontanism, though they also adduced 
harmonistic reasons; but by this very rejection they furnish 
an indirect testimony to the recognition in their day of our 
Gospel as an apostolic work, both in the church and among 
the Montanists. They ascribed it to Cerinthus, who was yet 
a contemporary of J ohn,-a proof how ancient they thought 
it, in spite of their rejection of it. 

7. Celsus, whom we must certainly not assign, with Volk
mar, to so late a date as the third century, has been cited as a 
witness of the second century standing oiitside the church,
all the more important, indeed, because her enemy,-and, from 
the Fragments of his work as cited in Origen, we may certainly 
infer that he was to some extent acquainted with the evangelic 
tradition and the evangelic writings, for he even alludes to the 
designation of the Logos and other peculiar points which are 
found in John, especially c. Cels. ii. 36, comp. John xx. 27; 
c. Cels. i 67, comp. John ii. 18. He assures us that he drew 
his objections chiefly from the writings of the Christians (c. 
Cels. ii 74). Now it is highly probable that the Gospel of 
John was also among them, since he (c. Cels. ii 13) expressly 

novissimis temporibus secundum placitum patris effusum est in humnnum genus, 
iilam speciem non admittunt, quae est secundum Johannis evangelium, in qua 
Paracletum se missurnm Dominus promisit ; sed simul et evangelium et pro
pheticum repellunt Spiritum, infelices vere, qui pseudoprophetae quidem esse 
volunt, prophetiae vero gratiam ab ecclesia repellunt." He is here speaking of 
the opponents of Montanism, who for a polemical purpose did not acknowledge 
the characteristic J ohannean nature of this Gospel, recognisable by the promise 
of the Paraclete; by which course lrenaeus thinks they reject equally both the 
Gospel (of John) and the prophetical Spirit also (who, in fact, was to be sent 
precisely as the Paraclete),-" truly unhappy men, who indeed ascribe it (the 
Gospel) to a false prophet, while they are repelling the grace of prophecy from 
the church. "-The passage is not to be regarded, with Neander, as a Montanist 
interpolation ; nor must we admit in the last words the conjecture "pseudo
prophetas" (so Merkel, Aufkliirung d. Streitigk. der Aloger, p. 13; also Gieseler, 
Kirchengesch. I. i. p. 200, and Tischendorf), or pseudoprophetae esse nolunt (so 
Liicke), or pseudoprophetas ease nolunt (so Ritschl). -Rather is pseudoproplwtae 
to be ta.ken as genitive : that "it is the work of a jalse prophet." Accordingly 
the "pseudoprophetae esse volunt " answers to the preceding " evanuelium . . . 
repellunt," while the '' prophetiae vero gratiam" answers to the "propheticum 
r:epellunt Spiritum." Hence also we must decline Volkmar's conjecture, that 
in Greek ,1,,.i;, .,,,,-;,,,."' stood instead of ,}iu)o,rpof~,,."'· 
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distinguishes the writings of the disciples of Jesus from other 
works treating of Him, which he proposes to pass over.-A 
weighty testimony from the oldest apocryphal literature might 
be furnished by the Acta Pilati, which are quoted even by 
Justin and Tertullian (see Tischendorf, Evang. apocr. Prolegg. 
p. liv. ff.), if their original form were satisfactorily determined, 
which, however, cannot be successfully done. Just as little do 
other apocryphal Gospels furnish anything which we may lay 
hold of as certain. The labolll' expended by Tischendorf 
therefore leads to no results. 

8. By the end of the second century, and from the 
beginning of the third, tradition in the church testifies so 
clearly and uniformly in favour of the Gospel, that there is 
no need of additional vouchers (Clem. Al, Tertull., Hippolyt 
Orig., Dionys. Al., etc.). Euseb. iii. 25 places it among th" 
Homologumena. 

From this examination of witnesses, it is clear 1 that our 
Gospel was not merely in use in the church, and recognised by 
her as apostolical, from about 170 A.D. (Hilgenfeld, A.D. 15 0), 
and composed somewhere about 150 A.D. (Hilgenfeld, 120-
140), but that the continuity of the attestations to it, and 
their growing extent in connection with the literature of the 
church, are as evident as we ever can and do require for the 
external confirmation of any New Testament writing. The 
continuity in particular goes back, by means of Irenaeus 
through Polycarp, and by means of Papias; so far as he 
testifies to the use of John's first Epistle, even if not di
rectly (Iren., Hieron.), yet indirectly (Euseb., Dionys.),-that 
is, through the Presbyter J ohn,-to the Apostle himself. That 

1 Comp. the ncknowledgment of Keim, Gesch. J. i. p. 137 : "It is nsed in the 
extant literature as early as the Synoptics." In opposition both to the usual 
determination of the date, which fixes on the last quarter of the first century, 
and to the criticism of Baur, Hilgenfeld, and Volkmar, Keim (pp. 146, 155) 
assigns the origin of the Gospel to Trajan's time, between A.D. 100 and 117. The 
difficulty here is, that, according to Keim, the Epistle of Barnabas necessarily 
implies the nse of our Gospel in its time. This epistle, however, he places in 
Haclricm's day, about 120 A.D. In this case, the interval during which the 
Gospel had to become known and recognised is much too narrow ; and besides, the 
date he assigns to Barnabas is by no means so certnin as Keim is disposed to inl'er 
from chap. 4 and 16. Hilgenfeld plnces it under N erva; Ewald and W eizsacker 
even in thnt of Vespnsian. The question is, in nuy case, still uncertain. 
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the Fragment of Papias in Euseb. iii. 39 does not mention 
John's Gospel, cannot be of any consequence, since it does 
not quote any written sources at all from which the author 
drew his accounts, but rather describes his procedure as that 
of an inquirer after sayings of the apostles and other of the 
Lord's disciples (such as Aristion and John the Presbyter), 
and expressly enunciates the principle: oi,. ,ya,p Ta e,c Twv 
Q t:J"\' - ' 'rl," - • , Q ., ' ' ,-,i,-,,,.twv T0CT0VT0V µe CIJ't'EI\.EtV V7T'EAaµ,-,avov, 0CT0V Ta 7rapa 

twu'T/~ cpwvfj~ ,cal µevovu'TJ~. Papias here throws together the 
then existing evangelic writings (Twv /3i/3X{wv), of which there 
was a multitude (Luke i. 1), all without distinction, not 
probably some merely apocryphal ones (Tischendorf; Riggen
bach, p. 115) ; and as he included among them the Gospel of 
Matthew and that of Mark, both of which he specially men
tions subsequently, so he also may have intended to include 
the Gospel of John among Twv /3t/3Xfo,v, since he manifestly 
does not indicate that he has any conception of canonical 
Gospels as such (comp. Credner, Beitr. I. p. 25), and has no 
occasion to note the distinction. When, further on, Eusebius 
quotes two statements of Papias on the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark, this does not indicate that our Gospel did not exist 
in his day (Baur), or was at any rate not recognised by him 
(Hilgen., Credner, and Volkmar); but these two statements 
are simply made prominent, because they contain something 
specially noteworthy as to the origin 1 of those Gospels, just as 
Eusebius refers to it as specially worthy of remark that Papias 
makes use of proofs from two ep'istolary writings 2 (1 John 

1 When, in this statement, Papias intimates in regard to Mark: ,;;,,., ,y?tp 
;,zo,Jtn <ToU 1iup:ou at:-r1. 'lf'CL/tJ&oA06G11;u 11,lJtf'~, we may observe here a contrast to 
other evangelists who had heard thf Lord and followed Him; which was not 
the case with Mark, whose credibility depended rather on Peter. Such other 
evangelists were Matthew and John. 

• Why Eusebius makes this prominent, we cannot tell, since we do not 
know on what occasions Papias used these epistolary testimonies. We can harrlly 
connect this prominent reference with the question of the genuineness of the 
epistles, to which the subsequent mention of the Gospel to the Hebrews would 
not at all be appropriate. Probably Eusebius mentions the reference to the two 
epistles only as an ezceptional procedure on the part of Papias, who elsewhere 
dispenses with the citation of written testimonies. Comp. the passage previously 
adduced from the Fragment.-Scholten (d. iiltest. Zeugn. p. 17) very arbitarily, 
11.nd llithout any reason, doubts whether Papias held the epistle to be a. work of 
the apostle. 
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and 1 Peter), and has a narrative which occurs in the Gospel 
to the Hebrews.1 :Further, in opposition to the weighty testi
mony of Justin Martyr, it is incorrectly urged that, if he had 
known of John as evangelist, he would not have referred to 
him as the author of the Apocalypse with the bare words (c. 
Tryph. 81), av~p T£(;, 't' l'woµa 'IwtlVV'T]<;, Ek TWV <L'71"00"'TOA.(J)V TOV 
Xp,u-rov. Justin had, in fact, no occasion at all, in the con
text of this passage, to describe John as evangelist, and all 
the less that to himself it was self-evident that in €£(; Twv 

a7rOU'TOA.WV were included the authors of the a1roµV'T]f.J,OV€Vf.J,aTa 
TWV Q,71"00-'TOA.WV. 

A historical argument specially adduced by some against 
our Gospel is derived from the history of the Easter CMl
troversy. See, on the one side, Bretscbneider, Prob. l 0 9 f. ; 
Scbwegler, Montanism, p. 191 f.; Baur, p. 343 ff., and in the 
Theol. Jahrb. 1844, p. 638 ff., 1847, p. 89 ff., 1848, p. 264 ff. 
On the opposite side, Weitzel, d. christl. Passafeier der drei ersten 
Jahrb., Pforzheim 1848, and in the Theol. Stud. u. Krit. 1848, 
p. 806 ;-in answer to which, again, Hilgenfeld, in the Thcol. 
Jahrb. 1849, p. 209 ff., and in his Gala.terbrief, p. 78 f.; Baur, 
d. Christenth. d. drei ersten Jahrb. p. 141 ff.; Scholten, d. 
E1:ang. nach Joh. krit. hist. Untersuch. p. 385 ff., and d. altest. 
Zcugnisse, p. 13 9 ff. See further, for the genuineness of John : 
Ewald, Jah?-b. V. p. 203 ff.; Schneider, p. 43 ff.; Bleek, Beitr. 
p. 156 ff., and Einl. p. 187 ff.; Steitz, in the Stud. u. Krit. 
1856, p. 721 ff., 1857, p. 741 ff., 1859, p. 717 ff., and in the 
Jahrb. f Deutsche Theologie, 1861, p. 102 ff. ;-against whom, 
Baur, in the Theol. Jahrb. 1857, p. 242 ff., and in Hilgenfeld's 
Zeitschr. 1858, p. 298; Hilgenf. Thcol. Jahrb. 1857, p. 523 ff., 

1 Besides, it is not to be overlooked that Papias may somewhere else in his 
book have mentioned the fourth Gospel, which he does not name in the Frag
ment in Eusebius. We do not know, since the book is lost. See also Steitz, 
in the Stud. u. Krit. 1868, p. 493. It is true, a. Latin Codex of the ninth 
century, in the Vatican, expressly testifies to such o. mention (see Aberle in 
the Tub. Quarta/schr. 1864, p. 1 ff.; Tisch. as above, p. 118 f.; Zahn, in th, 
Stud. u. Krit. 1867, p. 539 ff.); but less importance is to be attached to it, since 
the testimony is connected with the statement thut Papias put together what 
was dictated by the apostle,-a late and worthless legend (occurring also in 
Corder. Caten. Prooem.), which might easily enough have originated from 
Ircnaeus' speaking of Pa pins as 'i.,,i,.,u ~ • ou.-.,.;; r. See, moreover, Hilgenf. in 
his Zeitscl,1·. 1865, p. 75 11'.; Overbeck, ibidem, 1867, p. 63 ff. 
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and in his Zcitsch?·. 1858, p. 151 ff., 1862, p. 285 ff., 1867, 
p. 18 7 ff. On the whole course of the investio-ations Hil"enf. 

b ' b ' 
d. Paschastreit d. alt. Kirche, 1860, p. 29 ff.; Kanon u. Jfrit. d. 
N. T. 1863, p. 220 ff. Comp. also the apologetic discussion 
by Riggenbach, d. Zeugnisse f d. Ev. Joh. p. 50 ff. The 
reasons derived from the Easter controversy against the 
genuineness of the Gospel are obviated, not by forcing the 
fourth Gospel into agreement with the Synoptics in their state
ments as to the day on which Jesus died (see on xviii. 2 8), 
which is not possible, but by a correct apprehension of the point 
of view from which the Catholic Quartodecimani in Asia Minor, 
who appealed for their observance of their festival on the 
14th Nisan to apostolic custom, and especially to the example 
of John (Polycarp in Eusebius v. 24; and Polycrates, ibidern), 
regarded the observance of this particular day of the month. 
The opponents of the Gospel, it is true, say, If the custom of 
those in .Asia Minor to celebrate the Lord's last supper on the 
14th Nisan,contemporaneouslywith the Jewish passover,mainly 
originated with and proceeded from the .Apostle John, then this 
apostle could not have wrLten the fourth Gospel, because that 
custom agrees exactly wit4 the Synoptic account of the last 
supper and the day of Jesus' death, while the fourth Gospel 
states the exact opposite,-namely, that Jesus kept His last 
supper, and therefore no true passover, on the 13th Nisan, and 
was crucified on the 14th Nisan .. But the men of Asia Minor 
celebrated the 14th Nisan,-and that, too, by terminating the 
fast kept upon this day in remembrance of Christ's passion, down 
to the hour of His death, and by a joyous celebration of the 
Lord's supper immediately after, in gratitude for the accom
plishment of His work of redemption,-not because Jesus ate 
the passover on that day, but because He died on that day, 
and by His death became the real and true Paschal Lamb of 
whom the Mosaic paschal lamb was the type (l Cor. v. 7; John 
xix. 36); comp. also Ritschl, Altkath. Kirche, p. 269 . .Accord
ingly, they might justly maintain (see Polycrates in Euseb. l.e.) 
that their festival on the 14th Nisan was ,ca-ra -ro eua•'ne'Juov 
(for any disagreement in the Gospels in reference to the day of 
Jesus' death was not yet perceived, and the passover meal of 
Jesus in the Synoptics was looked upon as an anticipation), 
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nnd ,ca-ra 'rOV ,cavova 'r'ry', 7TlO"'rEO>i;",-this latter, namely, be
cause Jesus, by the observance of the passover on another day, 
would not have appeared as the antitype of the slaughtered 
paschal lamb. Also ?Taua a,yla rypacf>~ might be rightly 
quoted in proof by Polycrates, since in no part of the Old 
Testament does any other day occur as that on which the 
paschal lamb was slaughtered, except the 14th Ni1rnn, and 
Jesus was in fact the true Paschal Lamb. It is self-evi
dent that John's example, which the Catholics of Asia Minor 
urged in favour of their "Quartodecima," perfectly agrees with 
the account of the fourth Gospel, and that the ,ca-ra -ro eva,y
rye)-..iov of Polycrates, though by it no single Gospel, but the 
written evangelic history collectively, is meant, does not ex
clude, but includes John's Gospel, since its existence and 
recognition at that time is perfectly clear from other proofs. 
True, there was also a party of Quartodecimans in Asia 
Minor 1 who formed their judgments from a Judaistic (Ebi
onite) stand-point, whose celebration of the 14th Nisan did 
not rest on the assumption that Jesus, as the true Paschal 
Lamb, died on this day, but on the legal injunction that the 
passover was to be eaten on this day, and on the assumption 
that Jesus Himself ate it on the very same day, and did not 
suffer till the 15th Nisan (comp. Steitz, 1856, p. 776 ff.). 
These2 men stirred up the so-called Laodicean controversy, and 

1 ~harac!eris~_ic~l~! referred to t~us b~ A ~ollinaris in t~e C!iron. Pascl'.. p. 
14: u,o, 'T0111ui, 01 6, a')'IIOUZV 4'1Ao1m:uut11 7t'!p1 -.ou'Tlll,1 o-u,yy1101,rir·o, "11'pu."Yµ,a. '7t!'1t'aYSo'TIJ• 

liyllo1t:i ,y<Zp ob 1Ca'T,iyopfa.., lt11alixi'Ta1, UAAU ),daxn, -:rpotr~§i,;a,. Co1np. Hippolyt. 
ibid. p. 13: Jp;;; ,,.,, ou,, ~ .. , q,,;..,,,,.;as o-o lpyo,, "· .-. ;,.. With the mild description 
of these people in Apollinaris agrees also Philos. Orig. viii. 18, where they are 
simply distinguished as r .. ,poi ,,.,.,;, and indeed as q,,;,.,,.,,.., .,.;,, q,,;,., and :l,;;;,,.,., 
.-;,, y,;;;,.., while it is said. of them that in other points they agree with the 
doctrine of the apostles. Against Baur and Hilgenfelcl, by whom the distinc
tion between Catholic and Judaic Quartodecimani is alleged t" lie pnre fancy, 
see Steitz, 1856, p. 782 ff., 1857, p. 764; also in Herzog's Ene1Jclop. xi. 
p. 156 ff. Even the i.,., of Apollinaris and the t.-,poi "'"" of Hippolytus should 
have precluded them from thinking of the Asiatic church. On the other hand, 
Hilgenfeld, in his Pascl,astreit, pp. 256, 282, 4.04, is evasive. 

2 Whose oliservo.nce is not to be regarded as a mere Jewish simultaneous 
celebration of the po.ssover, which John assented to, es a custom which he found 
in existence in Ephesus (Bleek; De Wette, following Liicke). See, on the other 
hand, Hilgenfcld, Kanon it. Ki·it. d. N. T. p. 224 ff. The difference rests on a 
fa.ndamentnl opposition. Comp. Ritschl, Altkath. Kirclie, pp. 123 f., 269 f. 
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had as opponents, first Melito of Sardis and Apollinaris of 
Hierapolis, and afterwards Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Clement, and 
others (Eus. iv. 26. 3). They were attacked partly by their 
own weapon - the law - according to which Christ could 
not have been put to death, that is, slain as the true Paschal 
Lamb, on the first day of the feast; partly by an appeal to 
the Gospels, in respect of which it was assumed that they 
agree in reporting the 14th Nisan as the day of Jesus' death 
(Apollinaris, in the Ghron. Pasch. p. 14: auvµ<f>wvwr; Te voµrp 

~ vo17a-tr; auTWV /€at lT'raa-uitew OoKe'i KaT' auTOV<; Ta eva'Y"fEAta. 

See above, under 5, the note on this passage). Moreover, it 
was urged by some who appealed to Matthew (Apollinaris, 
l.c., OL1)"fOUVTat MaT0a'iov ovTw AE"fetv), that according to the 
words of Jesus, OVKET£ </>a"loµai TO 7raa-xa ( comp. Luke xxii. 
16), He did not eat of the legal passover, but died as the 
perfect Paschal Lamb on this day, and indeed before the 
time of eating the meal appointed by the law. See Hippoly
tus, in the Ghron. Pasch. p. 13 : 0 7raA.a£ 7rp0et7TWV, on ou,dn 

q:,a"loµa£ TO 7raa-xa, elKOTW<; TO µev OE'i'TT'VOV eod'TT'V'T]G'€V 7rpo TOU 
, \ ,:-, ' , "~ ,,,," 0 ,c:-, \ \ 

r.aa-xa, TO 0€ 7rauxa OVK €'1'a"f€V, a/\./\. E'TT"a €V, OVO€ ,yap KaLpor; 

?]V rijr; /3pwuewr; avTOU ( i.e. " because the legal period for eating 
the passover had not even conie,"-it only came several hours after 
the death of Jesus); and just before: 7rE7r'Aav7JTa£ µ~ "fLVwaKwv, 

OT£ rl, ,catpip €7rauxev o XptuTor;, OVIC €<pa,yE TO KaTa voµov 

7rauxa, OVTO<; ,yap ?]V TO 7raUxa TO 7rpOKEIC7JPV"f/J,EVOV ,cat TO 

-re'AEiovµEvov TV wpu,µivy ~µipq, (on the 14th Nisan). That, 
however, Justin Martyr himself regarded the first day of the 
feast as the day on which Jesus died (so Baur and Hilgenfeld), 
is an erroneous assumption. For when he says (c. Tryph. 
111, p. 338), Kat OT£ fV ~µipq, TOU miuxa UVVE'Aa/3m, avTOV 

Kal oµ,o{wr; fV Tip 7rauxa iuTavpwuaTE, ,YE"fpa7rrn£, he plainly 
means by iv ~µipq, TOU 7rauxa, and by iv Tip wauxa, the day 
on which the paschal lamb was eaten - the 14th Nisan; 
since he shows immediately before that Christ was the true 
Paschal Lamb, and immediately after continues: wr; Oe Tour; 
' A' , ,, ' ,. ... I ,, ' \ 

€V L"fV'TTT<f' €UWU€ TO aiµa TOV 7raUxa, OVTW<; ,ea£ TOV<; 

'TT'LUTEVUavTar; pvueTaL iK 0avaTOV TO alµa TOU XptuTOU. 

Comp. chap. 40, p. 259. He might therefore have regarded 
Christ not as dying on the 15th Nisan, but simply on the 
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14th, as this is expressed in the second fragment of Apol
linaris,1 without our needing to understand "€/I n1dpq, TV TOV 

7raaxa" of the 15th Nisan. 2 Thus it is also said in the 
()hron. Pasch. p. 12: lv auTfj Of TV TOV 'TT"CLUXa ~µepq,, ~Tot 

Tfj io' TOV 7rpWTOU JJ,'T}VO<;, 7rapaUIC€VTJ<; OVU'T}<; €UTaupwa-av T01' 

!Cllptov Ot 'Iouoaiot, ,car. TOT€ 70 7ra,uxa e<f,wyov. Comp. p. 415: 
€V nµepq, Of 7rapau /CfVV UTaupw0iJvat TOV !Cllptov oioauKOVULV 

Tit 0,dmvwuTa ">..oryta, lv Tfj TOV 'TT"aUxa eopTfj. On this 
fourteenth day the passover was celebrated according to the 
practice prevailing in Asia Minor, because on that day the 
true Paschal Lamb, Christ, was slain. Thus had Philip, John, 
Polycarp, and other JJ,f'Ya""A.a UTOtxe'ia, whom Polycrates men
tions, already acted, and so John's example in this particular 
agrees with his own Gospel. 

If some have also argued (see Hilgenfeld, Baur, Volkmar) 
against the early existence of our Gospel, from the antiquity 
and fixedness of the tradition which represented the ministry 
of Jesus as lasting for one year only (see Homil. Clem. xvii 
19), it is, on the other hand, certain that this tradition occurs 
in many writers who recognised the Gospel as the genuine 
work of John (Clem. Al., Orig., Ptolemaeus ; and see generally 
Semisch, Denkw. Jnstin's, p. 19 9 f.) ; whence it is clear that it 
does not imply the non-existence of the Gospel, but seemed 
just as reconcilable with John as with the Synoptics. It may 
have originated from the Synoptic history (see on Luke iv. 19) ; 
but the counter statement of John, even if it actually existed, 
did not disturb it. It is the same also with the antiquity and 

1 To the snme effect is p. 14 : ,i , r .,. , &:1.~1,,, • .,.,;; ,cup/,u ..-a.,,xa, ,; ,.,,;., ;, 
p.a;·4An, 0 tb'T; rroii Up,,oU wa.is l,oii, 0 d,id,1;, 0 ~~o-a.; "1'011 itrxupOv, *"'' 0 x.p,d,4; xpn~; 
~<d11-1·(d11 ,ud ,ucpZ,, &al O wapa.iodsl, ,:, ;,;iipa.s a.p.a.pT&iJ..Z", '/11a. (1',ra.vp~d;, 0 !J~ruf!;~ 
;.,,.; 1t,!pitrf6J, p.oo•lp41trot 1 .xal O ,,.~, a.,..;a, -rJ..1upd'., i~1u,'Tr,l1ls ... aa~ 0 ff'«-I!;; i, 
~ p. E p q. tr ?i '1' o ii <ft' tl, t1 ;,c a, ;.,,.,,,.,#!lltr1s q-f p.,'Y!p.aff'1 troU >..l#ou. 

2 Recently Steitz also (in Herzog's Encyklop. xi. 1859, p. 151), who formerly 
agreed with Baur, has admitted that Justin, agreeing with the other Fathers of 
the second and third centuries, did not in the above passage, c. Tr. p. 338, 
mean the 15th, but the 14th Nisan. Comp. Lev. xxiii. 5, 6 ; Num. xxviii. 16 f.; 
Ezek. xiv. 21. The 15th Nisan is called po.~tridie paschatis, Num. xxxiii. 3, 
Josh. v. 11. Hilgenfeld's objection (d. Paschastr. d. alten Kirche, p. 206), that 
the arrest mentioned by Justin as taking place likewise on the "fl-'P" .,.,;; ora."X'" 
does not suit the 14th Nisan, is altogether futile. Justin correctly includes 
the arrest in the day of crucifixion, as, c. Tryph. 99, the agony in Gethsemane 
isakeadyputbyhim.,.f ~f"P'!-• f..-,p l'fi-1:I.Aa ,,..,..,..,.;,,,,.,,. 
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fixedness of the tradition of the 14th Nis::m as the day of 
Jesus' death, which nevertheless does not imply non-acquaint
ance with the synoptic Gospels.-If, further, the reasons 
which are alleged for a J ohannean origin of the Apocalypse 
are likewise urged, especially by the Tiibingen critics, as 
evidence against a similar origin for the Gospel, yet, on tho 
other hand, an opposite procedure is equally justifiable; 
and, apart from the utter futility of those reasons in other 
respects, the testimonies for the Apocalypse, which was 
excluded even f,om the Peschito, do not attain to any such 
general recognition as those for this Gospel. The attribu
tion by the unanimous judgment of the church (alleged to 
be erroneous) of the latter work to the apostle, would, if it 
only originated in the first half c,f the second century, be the 
result of a few decenniums, brought about as by a stroke of 
magic ; and would be, historically, the more enigmatical and 
incomprehensible, in proportion as the contents and character 
of our book are the more peculiar, compared with the other 
Gospels, and the more divergent from the .Apocalypse, which 
existed long before our Gospel, and was reputed to be apostolic. 
For in this book it is not a spiritualized apocalypse that is 
exhibited,1 but simply an independent Gospel, set forth in pro
found spiritual perfection, is to be recognised, whose linguistic 
and other characteristics, and whose doctrinal contents, spirit, 
and aim, are, on the whole, so specifically different from those 
of the .Apocalypse, in spite of various Christological points of 
connection, that it can only have come f1·om 11, totally different 
author (against Hengsten., Godet, Riggenb., and others). The 
Gnostic tendency of the time, in which some have sought for 
the solution ot that incomprehensible enigma, does not solve 
it, since the strong reaction in the church against Gnosticism 
would certainly rather have condemned a Gospel furnishing the 
Gnostics with so much apparent support, and with materials 
so liable to be misused, than have left to opponents so rich a 
mine, to be worked out for their designs, if its apostolic origin 
had not been known and acknowledged as an established fa.et. 

1 Against Baur, Schwegler, Kostlin, Hilgenf., and others. How some have 
representc<l even the SynopticB as depen<lent on the Apocalypse, see especially in 
Yolkmar, :mr .iJ.pok. u. UrBp. unB. Eoang. p. 158 f. Nothing can be more futile. 
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SEC. III.-GENUINENESS CONTINUED, 

As an internal testimony to its apostolic origin, we have, 
above all, the whole grand ideal peculiarity of the book, 
wherein the 'TT"VEvµ,aTu,av EVOJY"/€Atov (Clem. AL) is delineated 
with so much character and spirit, with such simplicity, vivid
ness, depth, and truth, that a later fabricator or composer
who, moreover, could have occupied no other standing-point 
than that of his own time-becomes an impossibility, wheu 
we compare with it any production of Christian authorship of 
the second century. The Gospel of John, especially through 
the unity and completeness of its Christological idea, is no 
artificial antithesis (Keim, Gesch. J. p. 12 9), but the 7T"A~pwc,t<; 

of the previous evangelic literature, to which the Pauline 
Christology appears as the historical middle term. But such 
a creation, which constitutes such a 1TA~pwc,1<;, without any 
i.mitation of the older Gospels, is not the work of some later 
forger, but of an immediate eye-witness and recipient.1 In it 
there beats the heart of Christ,-as the book itself has been 
justly named (Ernesti). But, say some (Ltitzel., Baur and his 

1 In order to make the unique peculiarities of the Gospel agree with a non
apostolic author, neither the Epistle to the Hebrews nor the Apostle Paul 
ought to be brought into comparison. Both of them belong to the apostolic 
age, and the latter was called in an extraordinary manner by Christ, as a true 
apostle, and furnished with a revelation. To suppose that the author of this 
Gospel also received a revelation in a siinilar way, and yet to make him compose 
his Gospel no earlier than the second century, is unhistorical; and to nttribute to 
any one deemed worthy of such a revelation the design of passing oil his work 
as John's, is unpsychological, and morally opposed to the spirit of truth which 
pervades and underlies it. The originating creative energy of the Spirit had no 
longer, in the second century, its season ordained by God, as is clearly shown 
by the entire literature ol tlrnt Inter period, not excepting even the most dis
tinguished (such as the Epistle to Diognetus). And the assumption of the 
apostolic guise would have been, in the case of that creative energy, ns un
worthy as unnecessary. The pseudonymous post-apostolic literature of the 
early church may be sufficiently accounted for by the custom-excusable, con· 
sidering the defective conception at that time of literary property-of assum
ing th~ nume of any one according to whose ideas one intended to write (sea 
Kostlin in the Theol. Jal11·b. 1851, p. 149 ff.) ; but the deliberate purpose on 
which this custom wus founded, would, in the case esvecially of a Look so 
sublime, and in an intellectm1l point of view, so thoroughly independent as our 
Gospel, have been utterly incongruous-a raradox of the Holy Ghost. 
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school), it is precisely this tender, fervent, harmonious, spiritual 
character of the Gospel, which is as little in keeping with those 
traits of the Apostle John himself exhibited in the other Gospels 
(Mark iii. 17; Luke ix. 49, 54; Mark ix. 38, x. 35), as 
the testimony borne to his anti-Pauline Judaism (Gal. ii.) is 
to the ideal universalism which pervades his Gospel (see 
especially iv. 24, x. 16, xii. 20). Yet the Judaizing partisan
ship which is said to be chargeable on John, is first simply 
imported into Gal ii., and cannot without utter arbitrariness be 
inferred from the conflicts with Judaism in Paul's subsequent 
epistles. And as to the destination of an apostle of the Jews, 
a position which John certainly, in common with Peter and 
James, still adopted at the time of the Apostolical Council, 
might it not afterwards (though even Keim discovers in this 
assumption a mockery of history and psychology) expand 
gradually into that universalism which appears in the Gospel? 
Might not, in particular, the fuller insight into Paul's work 
which John attained (Gal. ii.), and the bond of fellowship 
which he formed with that apostle (Gal. ii.), as well as his 
entrance subsequently into the sphere of Paul's labours in 
Asia Minor, have contributed powerfully to that expansion. 
and transformation which went beyond that of Paul himself; 
for the perfecting of which, down to the time when our Gospel1 

was composed, so long a period of church history and of per
sonal experience had been vouchsafed 1 Moreover, like Paul, 
he still retained his Israelitish theocratic consciousness as an 
inalienable inheritance (iv. 22; his use of the Old Test.). With 
regard to the traits of character indicated in the Synoptics, is 

1 The well-known words of Polycrates, ,., ,.-,.-izAo• ,..,~op.,,.,:,,, ought not to 
have been used as a proof that, in his later ministry in Asia, John was still 
the representative of Judaism, for they describe high-priestly dignity (see 
sec. 1) in a Christian, spiritual sense. Again, the words which John is said to 
have uttered, according to Irenaeus, iii. 3, when he encountered Cerinthus at 
tbe bath : ,11,,Mfl,O p,f'I &a.I ,,.o {JJa.Aa.uio'/1 tTtJ,U'X'ed, 1,io, s'/l'l'Oi K11p,'/ldo11, -rori ,,.;;, aJ..11dala; 

ix,Gp,;;, are alleged to be inappropriate to our evangelist. Why so 1 The 
very designation of Cerinthus as .-;;, .hnddizs lx,dpou in the legend points to 
the evangelist, with whom a.An#ua. was one of the great fundamental conceptio~s, 
whereas the author of the Apocalypse never once uses the word. The 11.llegat1on 
that the latter, again, in Rev. xxi. 14, compared with ii. 4, testifies to the anti• 
Paulinr, sentiments of the Twelve, and hence of the Apostle John also, is simply 
foisted into the passage by a criticism on the look-out for it. 
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not the holy fervour of spirit which everywhere pervades his 
Gospel, and still marks his First Epistle, to be conceived as 
the glorified transfiguration of his former fiery zeal? And as 
to this transfiguration itself,1 who may define the limits in the 
sphere of what is morally possible to man, beyond which, in 
a life and labours so long continued, the development of the 
new birth could uot extend under influences so mighty as the 
apostles experienced by means of the Spirit's training in the 
school of the holiest calling ? What purification and growth 
did not Peter, for example, experience between the time of his 
smiting with the sword and denial on the one hand, and his 
martyrdom on the other ? Both his labours and his Epistle 
bear witness on this point. Similarly must we judge of the 
objection, that the higher, nay, philosophical (or rather Chris
tian speculative) Hellenistic culture of the evangelist, espe
cially his doctrine of the Logos, cannot be made to suit 
(Bretschneider, Baur, and others) the Galilean fisherman John 
(comp. also Acts iv. 13), for whom the fathomless hardihood 
of modern criticism has substituted some highly cultured 
Gentile Christian (so even Schenkel), who, wishing to lead 
heathen readers (xix. 35, xx. 31) to Christian faith, exhibited 
the remarkable phenomenon "of historical evangelic author
ship turning away from the existing Christian communities, 
for whom there were already Gospels enough in existence, to 
appeal to the educated conscience of the heathen world" (Hil
genfeld, d. Evangelien, p. 349). Even the fact that John was, 
according to xviii. 15, an acquaintance of the high priest, 
is said to be unsuited to the circumstances of the Galilean 
fisherman (see Scholten, p. 379),-a statement wholly without 
adequate ground. 

It is true the author does not give his name, just as the 
other historical works of the N. T. do not designate their 
authors. But he shows himself to have been an eye
witness in the plainest possible Wfl.y, both at i. 14 (comp. 1 
John i. 1, iv. 14) and at xix. 35 (comp. xxi. 24); while the 

1 Keim (p. 160) says, inappositely, of Mark and Luke : "Since they clearly 
imply the death of the apostles (of e.111), they have not even nllowed e. possibility 
of further developments." Neither Mark nor Luke undertook to write in their 
Gosp~ls e.ny history e.t all of the apostlea, but of Jesu.s. 
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vividness and directness of so many descriptions and individual 
details, in which no other Gospel equa.ls ours, as well as its 
necessarily conscious variation from the synoptic representa
tion as a whole and in particular points of great importance, 
can only confirm the truth of that personal testimony, which is 
not to be set aside either by interpreting J0ea<Faµe0a, i. 14, of 
the Christian consciousness in general, or by the pretext that 
e,ce'ivo,; in xix. 3 5 distinguishes the evangelist from such as 
were eye-witnesses (Kostlin, Hilgenfeld, Keim, and several 
others). See the exegetical remarks on those passages. And 
as a proof that the eye-witness was, in fact, no other than 
John, the significant concealment of the name John is rightly 
urged against Bretscbneider, Baur, and others. Though allowed 
to be one of the most intimate friends of Jesus, and though 
the Gospel describes so many of his peculiar and delicate 
traits of character, this disciple is never referred to by name, 
but only in a_ certain masked, sometimes very delicate and 
thoughtful wuy, so that the nameless author betrays himself 
at once as the individual who modestly suppresses his name in 
i. 3 5 ff. The true feeling of the church, too, has always per. 
ceived this; while it was reserved only for a criticism which 
handles delicate points so roughly,1 to lend to the circumstance 
this explanation : " The author speaks of his identity with the 
apostle, as one, simply, to whom the point was of no con• 
sequence : his Gospel was meant to be J ohannean, without 
bearing the apostle's name on its front; at least the author 
had no intention of once mentioning the name in order to 
make it his own, but the reader was merely to be led to make 
this combination, so as to place the Apostle John's name in the 
closest and most direct connection with a Gospel written in his 
spirit" (Baur, p. 3 79). In fact, a fraud so deliberately planned, 
and, in spite of its attempting no imitation. of the Apocalypse, 
so unexampled in its success, a striving after apparent self
renunciation so crafty, that the lofty, true, transparent, and 

1 See, besides the Tlibingen critics and Scholten, also Weisse, d. Evangelier>(r. 
p. 61, according to whom, if John could have designated himself the disciple 
beloved by Christ, there would be in this an offensive and impudent sell-exalta
tion : comp. also Keim, GeJJch. J. i. p. 157 f. See for the opposite and correct 
view, Ewald, Johann. Schrif. i. p. 48 fl. 
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holy spirit of which the whole bears the impress, would stand in 
the most marked contradiction to it ! Moreover, the instances 
of other non-apostolic works which were intended to go iorth as 
apostolic, and therefore do not at all conceal the lofty names of 
their prete.nded authors, would be opposed to it. On the other 
hand, the universal recognition which this nameless author as 
the Apostle John obtained in the church is the more striking, 
since a later production of this kind, which had been antici
pated by so well-known a work of a totally di_!ferent character, 
passing for Johannean,-that is, the Apocalypse,-in con
trast to the latter recognised as apostolic, while not once 
mentioning the name of that disciple, would be an historical 
phenomenon hardly conceivable. At least it is far more 
intelligible that the Apocalypse, bearing John's name on its 
very face, and solemnly repeating it to the end more than 
once, should, in an uncritical age, make good its claim to 
'be an apostolic work, though not permanently (comp. Ewald, 
Jahrb. v. p. 182 f. ; Di.isterd. on the Apocalypse, Introduc
tion). Further, the circumstance that in our Gospel John 
the Baptist is always mentioned simply as '16Jdvv7J<;, never 
as o /3a1rnu-r~i;, is not so weighty (in opposition to Credner, 
Bleek, Ebrard) as to prove that the writer was the apostle, who, 
as its author, would have had no occasion to point out the other 
John distinctly by that appellation, for the name o /3a1rnun7i; 

was by no means designed to mark any such distinction. 
But we may probably be of opinion that a writer who had 
simply to appropriate the evangelic materials in the Gospels 
already existing, and develope them further in a peculiar way, 
would hardly have failed to employ the surname of the Baptist 
so commonly and formally used in the Gospels. It is, how
ever, possible that our apostle, having been a personal disciple 
of the Baptist, and having a lively recollection of his former 
close relation to him, mentions him by his bare name, as he 
had been wont to do when he was his disciple, and not with 
the designation o /3a1rnu-r~i;, which had come down to him 
through the medium of history. 

In the extended discou1·ses of Jesus, in the chronological 
arrangement of the historical materials, in the prominence 
given to the Lord's ministry out of Galilee, in the significant 
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and pccnliai· narratircs omitted by the Synoptics (among which 
the most noteworthy is that of the raising of Lazarus), in the 
important variations front the Synoptics in parallel narratives 
(the chief of which are in the history of the last supper, and 
in the date of the day when Jesus died), in the noticeable 
omissions of evangelic matter (the most remarkable being the 
silence as to the institution of the supper, and the agony in 
Gethsemane) which our Gospel exhibits, we recognise just so 
many indications of an independence, which renders the general 
reco,qnition of its apostolic authorship in the church only expli
cable on the ground of the indubitable certainty of that fact. 
It was this certainty, and the high general reputation of the 
beloved disciple, which far outweighed all variations from the 
form and contents of the older Gospels, nay, even subordinated 
the credit and independence of the Synoptics (for instance, in 
the history of the last supper, which even in them was placed 
on the 13th Nisan). All these points of difference have there
fore been wrongly urged against the apostolic authorship; they 
make the external attestation all the stronger, far too strong 
to be traceable to the aims and fictions of a writer of the 
second century ( comp. Bleek, Beitr. p. 6 6 ff. ; Bri.iclmer on De 
Wette, p. xxviii. f.). With regard especially to the discoitrses 
and conversations of Jesus (which, according to Baur's school, 
are wanting in appropriateness of exposition and naturalness 
of circumstances, and are connected with unhistorical facts, 
and intended to from an explication of the Logos-Idea), they 
certainly imply 1 a free reproduction and combination on the 
part of an intelligent writer, who draws out what is histori
cally given beyond its first concrete and immediate form, by 
further developing and explaining it. Often the originality 
is certainly not that of purely objective history, but savours 
of John's spirit (compare the First Epistle of John), which 
was most closely related with that of Jesus. This Johannean 
method was such that, in its undoubted right to reproduce 

1 It cannot be shown that he records the experiences of the later apostolic o.ge, 
o.nd makes Jesus speak accordingly (see Weizsii.cker, p. 285 f.). The passages 
adduced in proof (xvii. 20, xx. 29, xiv. 22, xvii. 9, xvii. 3, iii. 13, vi. 57, 
62 f., iv. 36-38) are fully explained excgctically without the nssumntion of any 
au.eh ,;",,.'f'' "'f;tTo,. 
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nnu to clothe in a new dress, which it exercised many 
decenniums after, it could not carry the mingling of the 
objective and subjective, unavoidable as it was to the author's 
idiosyncrasy, so far as to merge what constituted its original 
essence in the mere view of the individual Thus the >..o'Yor;, 

especially in the distinct form which it assumes in the pro
logue, does not reappear in the discourses 1 of Jesus, however 
frequently the )..o'Yor; of God or of Christ, as the verbum vocale 
(not essentiale 2), occurs in them. All the less, therefore, in 
these discourses can the form be externally separated from the 
matter to such an extent as to treat the one as the subjective, 
the other as the objective (Reuss in the Strassb. Denkschr. 
p. 37 ff.),-a view which is inconceival:Jle, especially when we 
consider the intellectual J ohannean unity of mould, unless the 
substance of the matter is to be assigned to the sphere of the 
subjective along with the form. The Jesus of John, indeed, 
appears in His discourses as in general more sublime, more 
solemn, frequently more hard to understand, nay, more enig
matical, more mysterious, and, upon the whole, more ideal, than 
the Jesus of the Synoptics, especially as the latter is seen in 
His pithy proverbs and parables. Still, we must bear in mind 
that the manifestation of Jesus as the divine human life was 
intrinsically too rich, grand, and manifold, not to be repre
sented variously, according to the varying individualities by 

1 Although the essential conception of the Logos, as regards its substance, i~ 
everywhere with John a prominent feature in the consciousness of Jesus, and is 
re-echoed throughout the Gospel. (Comp. iii. 11, 13, 31, vi. 33 ft., vi. 62, 
vii. 29, viii. l 2, 23, 58, xvi. 28, xvi i. 5, 24, and other places.) To deny that 
John exhibits Jesus as having this superhuman self-consciousness, is exegetically 
bnseless, and would imply that (in his prologue) the evangelist hatl, from the 
public life of the Lord, and from His words and works, forme,l e.n abstract idea 
as to His nature, which was not sustained, but mther refuted, by bis own repre
sentation of the history,-a tj1ing inconceivc.ble. This, in general, ngainst 
Weizsacker in d. Jahrb. f. Deutsche Theologie, 1857, p. 15411., 1862, p. 634 ff.; 
Weiss, Lehrbegr. p. 244. See my comments on the pnrticular passages (also 
against Beyschlng).-The itlea of the Logos, moreover, is related to tho.t of the 
~.,,;, not as something accidental, but in such a way that the Logos is conceived 
as the original and personally conscious substratum or the latter. Thus wns it 
given to the author by the history itself, o.nd oy his profoundly vivi\l rcaliznti_on 
of that history .through communion with Him in whom the ~.,,, dwells. The 
Logos is the same fundamental conception (only in a more definite speculative 
form) as the ulor .,.,;; l,oi-, 

2 Comp. Wcizsack. Evangel. Gesell. p. 257. 
0 
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which its rays were caught, and according to 'the more or l~ss; 
ideal points of view from which those rays were reflected,-' 
variously, amid all that resemblance of essential character, 
and peculiar fundamental type, in which it allowed itself to 
be recognised by manifold receptivities, and under dissimilar 
circumstances. It was on the soul of this very apostle that· 
the image of that wonderful life, with which his inspired 
recollections were connected, was, without a single discordant 
feature, most perfectly delineated, and in all the deep fulness of 
its nature : it lives in him ; and his own thinking and feeling, 
with its profound contemplativeness, is so thoroughly inter-· 
twined with and transfigured by this life and the ideal it 
contains, that each ·individual recollection and representation 
becomes the more easily blended by him into harmony with 
the whole. His very language must needs ever retain that 
inalienable stamp which he once involuntarily received from 
the heart and living word of Christ, and appropriated and· 
preserved in all its depth and transparency in the profoundly 
spiritual laboratory of his own long regenerate life. (Comp. 
Ewald, Jahrb. III. p. 16 3, X. p. 9 0 f., and his Johan. Schrijten, 
I. p. 32 ff.; also Bruckner on De Wette, p. 25 ff.) Some have 
assigned to the Gospel the honour rather of a well-devised 
work of art, than of a truly earnest and real history (Keim, 
Gesch. J. I. p. 123). It is both, in the inseparable unity and 
truth of the art of the Holy Ghost.-If, again, some have 
urged that the author of the fourth Gospel appears as one· 
standing apart from any personal participation in the history 
he was writing, and from Judaism (compare the frequent oi 
'Iovoa'ioi, v. 16, vii. 1, 19, 25, viii. 17, x. 34, etc.1), still we 
should bear in mind, that if John wrote his Gospel at a later 
time, and among a community moulded by Hellenistic culture,· 
after the liberation of his Christian nature from the Judaism 
by which it had long been penetrated, and when he had long 
been familiar with the purest spiritual Christianity and its 
universalism, as well as raised through the medium of specula-

1 See Fischer in the Tiw. Zeitsclir. 1840, II. p. 96 ff. ; Baur, Neue. Tlteol. p. 
390 1. ; Scholten a.nd others. On the other side, Bleek, p. 246 fl. ; Luthanlt, 
I. p. 143 ft. Compare notes on i. 19, viii 17; also Ewald, JQ!tann. Scltrifte"• 
I. J!· 10 L 
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tion to a higher standpoint in his view of the Gospel history, 
he certainly did stand much further apart than the earlier 
evangelists, not indeed from his history strictly speaking, but 
from its former surroundings and from Judaism. This, how
ever, does not warrant the substitution in his place of a non
Jewish author, who out of elements but slightly historical 
and correlative myths wove a semblance of history. On the 
contrary, many peculiar traits marked by the greatest vivid
ness and originality, revealing a personal participation in the 
history (see i. 35 ff., v. 10 ff., vii. 1 ff.; chap. ix. 11, 12, 
xiii. 2 2 ff., xviii. 15 ff., xix. 4 ff., xxi.), rise up in proof, to 
bridge over the gulf between the remoteness of the author 
and the proximity of a former eye-witness, in whose view the 
history throughout is not developed from the doctrine, but the 
doctrine from the history.1 Hence, also, he it is who, while 
he rose much higher above Judaism than Paul, yet, like 
Matthew in his Gospel, though with more individuality, and 
independence, took pains to exhibit the connection between 
the events of the Gospel history and Old Testament prophecy. 
In this way, as well as by the explanations of Jewish facts, 
views, appellations, and so on, which are interspersed, he 
shows himself to belong to the ancient people of God, as 
far as his spiritual renewal was, and necessarily must hav, 
been, compatible with this connection. (Comp. Weizsiicker, 
Evang. Gesck. p. 2 6 3.) Lastly, the historical contradictions 
with the Synoptics are either only apparent (for instance, a 
ministration on several occasions at Jerusalem is implied, 
Matt. xxiii. 37, Luke xiii. 34), or such as cannot fairly lead 
to the conclusion of a non-apostolic authorship, since we do 
not possess Matthew in its original form, and therefore are 
not prevented by the counterweight of equally apostolic evi
dence from assigning to John a preponderating authority, 
which especially must be done in regard to such very striking 
variations as the date of the day on which Jesus died, and the 

1 Compare Weizsacker in the Jalirb. f. D. Th. 1859, p. 690 ff'. See the oppo• 
site view in Keim, p. 127. Scholten comes even to the melancholy conclusion: 
"The contents of the fourth Gospel cannot be of use as historical authority in 
nny single point." The author threw into the form of an historical drama· 
wh11t wo.s subjective truth to himself, unconcerned as to its historical accuracy, • 
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account of the la!lt supper. Besides, if what was erroneo1is 
and unhistorical might, after the lapse of so long a time, 
have affected even the memory of an apostle, yet matters of 
this sort, wherever found in particular passages of our Gospel, 
are rather chargeable on commentators than on the author, 
especially in the exceptions taken to the names of such 
places as Bethany, i. 28, and Sychar, iv. 5. On the whole, 
the work is a phenomenon so sublime and unique among 
productions of the Christian spirit,1 that if it were the creation 
of an unknown author of the second century, it would be 
beyond the range of all that is historically conceivable. In 
its contents and tone, as well as in its style, which is unlike 
that of the earlier Gospels, it is so entirely without any 
internal connection with the development and literary con
ditions of that age, that had the church, instead of witnessi11g 
to its apostolic origin, raised a doubt on that point, historical 
criticism would see assigned to it the inevitable task of prov
ing and vindicating such an origin from the book itself. In 
this case, to violate the authority of the church for the sake 
of the Gospel, would necessarily have a more happily and per
manently successful result than could follow from opposing 
the Gospel After having stood the critical tests originated 
by Bretschneider and Baur, this Gospel continues to shine 
with its own calm inner superiority and undisturbed trans.: 
parency, issuing forth victorious from never-ceasing conflicts ; 
the last star, as it were, of evangelic history and teaching, 
yet beaming with the purest and highest light, which could 
never have arisen amid the scorching heat of Gnosticism, or 
have emerged from the fermentation of some catholicizing 

1 Gfrorer, of course, makes it a product of dotage and fancy. Origen, on the 
other hand, calls it .,..;, ,;,,..,,,_,;..;.,, ,..,,.PX"'' and says of it, oir .,.J, ,oii, oii~alr 
2V11a'Tal Aa/3EiJI p,?I &;11,vrfO"~JI l.-1 'To f1''T'iidcs 

1
b1troii, and, 'T1'A11eoii'f'OII di ,.,u&o-la, i., ,,.o, 

it10p,t,0J1 /i,A,J..011 'le.,i1111.,,, i:ftt'TI 0ID11&I rr011 'I&1t'.t1111,i11 dux,d~11a1 G1J'Ta. 'Ino-aii11 t¼,;r-0 'lt,a-oii'. 

Hence, also, we can understand the constant recurrence, so as to make the~ 
regulate the presentation of the history, both of the ideas lying at the basis 
of Christ's whole work, and of the fundamental views which John, beyond 
any other evangelist, had derfred from the history itself, in which he· lind 
borne a part on the breast of Jesus. Thus, with him, the grand simple 
theme of his book is through all its variations in harmonious and necessary 
concord, a lively monotone of the one spirit, not o. "leaden' one, (Keim,: 
Ge.ach. J. p. 117.) 
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process, but which rose rather on the horizon of the apostolic 
age, from the spirit of the disciple most intimate with his 
Lord, and which is destined never again to set,1-the guide 
to a true catholicity, differing wholly from the ecclesiastical 
development of the second century,2 and still remaining as 
the unattained goal ot the future. 

Nor can the attempt be successful to treat only a certain 
nucleiis of our Gospel as genuinely apostolical, and to assign 
the rest to disciples of John· or other later hands. The 
reasons for this procedure are inadequate, while it is itself so 
destitute of all historical evidence and warrant, and runs so 
entirely into caprice and diversity of subjective judgment, 
and hence also presents such a variety of results in the several 
attempts which have been made, that it would be in any 
case critically more becoming to leave still unsolved the 
difficulties in the matter and connection of particular passages, 
rather than to get rid of them by striking them out accord
ing to an arbitrary standard. This remark applies not merely 
to some of the older attempts of this kind by Eckermann, 
Vogel, Ammon (Progr. quo docetur, J ohannem evang. auctorem 
ab editore huj. libri foisse diversum, 1811), and Paulus, but 
also to Rettig's opinion (Ephemer. exeg. I. p. 8 3 ff.) : " Com
positum esse et digestum a seriori Christiano, J ohannis 
auditore forsitan gnosticae dedito philosophiae, qui, quum in 
ecclesiae Ephesinae scriniis ecclesiasticis vel alio loco privato 
plura Jesu vitae capita per Johannem descripta reperisset, 
vel a Johanne ipso accepisset, iis compositis et ordinatis suam 
de }..o,y~" philosophiam praefixit ;"-and even to the more 
thorough attempts made by Weisse (both in his Evang. Gesch. 
I. p. 96 ff., II. p. 184 ff., 486 ff., 520 ff.; as also in his 
Evangelienjrage, 1856, p. 111 ff.) and Alex. Schweizer (d. Ev. 
Joh. nach s. inne1·n Werthe kritisch untersucht, 1841). Accord
ing to Weisse (compare, however, his partial retractation in 

1 If the apostle, in composing his work, employed an ama.nuensis, which is 
not improbable, judging from similar cases in the New Testo.meut Epp. (see 
especially Ewa.Id, Jahrb. X. p. 87 ff.), though it is not proved by xix. 35, still 
the writer must be regarded only as simply drawing up wha.t the apostle dictated, 
-a conclusion arising out of the peculiar character, tenderness, and profundity 
of the book, and its entire resemblance to the First Epistle of John. 

a Comp. Holtzai. Judent/1. u. Clli-istent/1. 1867, p. 713, 
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his Philos. Dogniat. 1855, I. p. 153), John, for the purpose of 
setting forth his own idea of Christ and doctrinal system in 
discourses of Jesus, selected such discourses, adding those of the 
Baptist and the prologue. After his death, one of his adherents 
and disciples (xix. 35), by further adding what he had learnt 
from the apostle's own mouth, and from the evangelic tradition, 
but without any knowledge of the Synoptics, worked up these 
"Johannean Studies" into a Gospel history, the plan of which 
was, of course, very imperfect; so that the apostle's communi
cations consequently form only the groundwork of the Gospel, 
though among them must be reckoned all the strictly didactic 
and contemplative portions, in determining which the First 
Epistle of John serves as a test. According to Schweizer 
(comp. also Schenkel, previously in the Stiid. u. Krit. 1840, 
p. 753 ff., who resolves the apostolical portion into two sets 
of discourses), such sections are to be excluded from the 
apostle's original work, as are "quite disconnected and abrupt, 
interwoven with no discourses, are altogether without any im
portant word of Jesus, permeated by an essentially different 
estimate and idea of miracle, without vividness of narration, 
and moreover are divergent in style, and agree, besides, in 
recounting Galilean incidents." These excluded sections, 
along with which especially fall to the ground the turning of 
the water into wine at Cana, the healing of the nobleman's 
son, the miraculous· feeding (ii. 1 ff., iv. 44 ff., vi. 1 ff.), are 
said to have originated with the author of chap. xxi., who also, 
according to Scholten, is said to have added a cycle of inter
polated remarks, such as ii 21 f., vii. 39, xii. 33, xviii. 32. 
All such attempts at critical dismemberment, especially in the 
case of a work so thoroughly of one mould, must undoubtedly 
fail Even Weizsacker's view (Untersuch. ub. d. evang. Gesch. 
1864, p. 298 ff.), that our Gospel was derived from the 
apostle's own communications, though not composed by his 
own hands, but by those of his trusted disciples in Ephesus, 
is based on insufficient grounds, which are set aside by an 
unprejudiced exegesis (see also Ewald, Jahrb. XII. p. 212 ff.). 
This hypothesis is all the more doubtful, if the Gospel (with 
the exception of chap. xxi.) be allowed to have been composed 
while the apostle was still living; it is not supported by the 
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testimony of Clem. Alex. and the Canon of Muratori,1 and m 
fact antiquity furnishes no evidence in its favour. 

Literature :-(1.) Against the Genuineness: Evanson, Disson-
ance of the Pvur - - Evan_gelists, Ipswich 1792. (Vogel), 
d. Evangelist Joh. u. s. Ausleger vor d. jiingsten Geruht, I. Lpz. 
1801, II. 1804. Horst, in Henke's Mus. I. 1, pp. 20 ff., 47 fL, 
1803. Cludius, Uransichten des Christenth., Altona 1808, p. 40 ff. 
Ballenstedt, Philo u. Jvh., Gott. 1812. The most important 
among the older works: Bretschneider, Probabilia de evcingelii 
et epistolarum Juh. apost. indole et origine, Lpz. 1820, who 
makes the Gospel originate in the first half of the second 
century, in the interest of Christ's divinity. Later oppo
nents: Rettig, Ephem. exeg. I. p. 62 ff. Strauss, Leben Jam, 
despite a half retractation in the third edition (1838), the 
more decidedly against in the fourth (1840). Weisse, Evang. 
Gesch. 1838, and d. Evangelienjrage, 1856. Liitzelberger, die 
kfrchliche Tradition ilb. d. Apostel Joh. 1840. B. Bauer, Krit. 
d. evang. Gescli. d. Joh. 1840, and Kritik d. Evangelien, I. 1850. 
Schwegler, Montanism, 1841, and nachapost. Zeitalter, 1846. 
Baur,2 Krit. Untersuchungen ilb. d. lcanonischen Evang., Tiib. 184 7, 

1 Clement of Alexandria, in Euseh. vi. 14, says John composed the spiritual 
Gospel ... ,t,,rpa.-r&11'Tr.& Cl'7t'0 ,,.z11 ,y11r.1p:,,,..,, 'lt'UlJf,1,a'T, l!o~op110ln·a.. How difforent 
is this statement from the above view ! Just as much at variance with it is the 
similar testimony of lliuratori's Fragment, which lays special stress upon th~ 
.composition by the apostle himself, and indeed supports it by 1 John L 1-4. 
llloreover, see on xviii. 15, xix. 35, xxi. 23 f. 

• According to Baur's school, the Gospel, the existence of which is only con• 
ceivable at the time of the church's trnnsition into Catholicism, originated about 
the middle of the second century (according to Volkmar, only towards 150-160; 
according to Hilgenfeld, as soon as 120-140, contemporaneously with the second 
Jewish war, or soon after). The author, who, it is said, appropriated to himself 
the authority of the Apostle John, the author of the Apocalypse, transfigured in 
a higher unity into the Christian Gnosis the interests of Jewish and Pauline 
Christianity, while going beyoncl both, so that the historical materials taken from 
the Synoptics, and wrought up according to the ideas of the prnlogue, fom1 merely 
tho basis .>1 the dogmatic portions, and are the refle:i: of the idea. To bring the 
new form of the Christian consciousness to a genuine apostolic expression, the 
author, whose Gospel stands upon the boundary line of Gnosticism, nnd "now nnd 
then goes beyond the limits," made an ingenious nnd artistic use of the relative 
points o1 connection with the Apocalypse, in order to spiritualizo the Apocalypse 
into a Gospel. The relation of the Gospel to the parties of the time (whoso 
exciting questions it touches), especially to Gnosticism, lllo.ntnnism, Ebionism, 
the Easter controversy, is indeed very variously defined by Baur's school, yet 
nlways in such a way that the historical character of the contents is given up. 
In exchange for this loss, the consolation is offered us, that "the Christianity 

· thus fashioned into a perfect theory was simply a development of that which, 
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p. 79 ff. (previously in the Theol. Jahrb. 1844). Ze1ler, in the 
Thcol. Jahrb. 1845, p. 579 ff., and 1847, p. 13G ff. Baur, ibidem, 
1848, p. 264 ff, 1854, p. 19G ff., 1857, p. 209 ff.; and in his 
Christenth. d. drci ersten Jahrh. p. 131 ff.; also in his contro
versial work, An Hm·n Dr. Karl Hase, Ti.ib. 1855; and in his 
treatise, "die Tubi11qer Schule," 1859. Hilgenfeld, d. Evang. 
u. di~ Bril'je Joh. nach ihrem Lehrbegr. da1:qestellt, Halle 1849, 
and m the Theol. Jahrb. 1849, p. 209 ff.: also in his works, 
die Evangelien nach iMer Entstehung u. s. w., Lpz. 1854, p. 
227 ff.; and in his controversial treatise, das Urchristenth. in 
d. Ha1 1ptwendepunkten seines Entwickelungsganges, Jena 1855; 
also in the Theol. Jahrb. 1857, p. 498 ff., and in the Zeitschr. f. 
wissenschaft Theol. 1859, p. 281 ff., 383 ff.; similarly in the 
Kanan u. Krit. d. 1v. T. 1863, p. 218 ff., and in his Zeitschr. 
1863, 1 and 2, 1867, p. 180 ff. Kostlin, in the Theol. Jahrb. 
1851, p. 183 ff. Tobler, die Evanqelierifraqe, Zi.irich 1858 
(anonymously), and in the Zeitschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1860, p. 169 ff. 
Schenkel 1 in his Charakterbild Jesu, chap. 2. Volkrnar, most 
recently in his work against Tischendorf, "d. Ursprung uns . 
.Evangel." 1866. Scholten, d. attest. Zeuq. betr. d. Schrijten d. N. T., 
translated from the Dutch by Manchot, 1867 (compar.e his Evang. 
according to John, translated by Lang). Keim, Geschichte Jesu, 
l SG 7, I. p. 103 ff. (2.) For the Genuineness, and especially 
against Bretschneider ( comp. the latter's later confession in his 
Dogmat. ed. 3, I. p. 268: "The design which my Probabilia had 
-namely, to raise a fresh and further investigation into the 
authenticity of J obn's writings-bas been attained, and the 
doubts raised may perhaps be now regarded as removed"): Stein, 
A uthentia ev. Joh. contra Bretschn. dubia vinclicat., Branden b. 

according to its most primitive and credible representation, the religious con• 
sciousness of Jesus contained in creative fulness,"-Hilgenfeld (d. Evangelien, 
p. 349), who even makes John's theology stand in the same relation to the 
religious consciousness of Jesus, "as, accorcling to the promise in John xvi. 12, 
the work of the Paraclete, as the Spirit leacling the church into e.11 truth, was 
to stand to the teachings of its Founder." The most extravagant jurlgment 
is that of Volkmar : the Evangelist "starts from tlie Gospel nf tlte dualistic 
anti-Judaical Gnosis of .Marcion, and overcomes it by tlte ltelp qf Justin'a 
doctrine of tlte Logos witlt its .Monism."-Toblcr, though attributing the first 
Epistle to the apostle, makes the author of our Gospel to be Apollos, whom 
be also regards as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, and of First and 
Second John. See against this error, which makes the Gospel to ho.ve been 
intended for the Corinthians, Hilgenf. in the Zeitscltr. f. wiss. 1'/ieol. 1859, 
p. 411 ff. Moreover, what Tobler has subsequently advanced in the Zeitscltr. f. 
wiss. Thcol. 1860, p. 169 ff., cannot support his hypothesis. 

1 According to this modern notion of Schenkel, our Gospel 01iginated about 
110-120 A.D., under the influence of the Christian doctl'ine of wisdom prevail• 
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1822. Calmberg, Diss. de antiquiss. patrum pro ev. Joh. authentict 
testim., Hamb. 1822. Remsen, die Authent. der Schrijten des 
Bv. Joh., Schleswig 1823. Usteri, Comment. crit.,1:n qua ev. Joh. 
genuinuni esse ex comparatis q_uatuor evangelior. narrationib. de 
coena ultima et passione J. Oh. ostenditur, Turici 1823. Crome, 
Probabilia haud probabilia, or Widerlegung der von Dr. Bret
schneider gegen die Aechtheit des Ev. u. d. Briefe Joh. erhobenen 
Zwe1jel, Lpz. 1824. Rettberg, an Joh. in exhibenda Jesu natura 
reliquis canonicis scriptis vere repugnet, Gott. 1826. Hauff, die 
Authent. u. der hohe Werth des Ev. Joh.,Niirnberg 1831.-Against 
Weisse: Frommann, in the Stud. u. Krit. 1840, p. 85-3 ff.; Hil
genfeld, in the Zeitschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1859, p. 397 ff.-Against 
Schweizer: Luthardt, i. p. 6 ff.-Against Baur and bis school: 
Merz, in the Wurtemb. Stnd. 1844, ii. Ehrard, d. Ev. Joh. u. die 
neueste Bypothese ilb. s. Entstehung, Ziirich 1845; and in his Kritik 
d. evang. Gesch. ed. 2, 1850, p. 874 ff. Hauff, in the Stud. u. 
Krit. 1846, p. 550 ff. Bleek,Beitragez.Ev. Krit.1846,p. 92 ff., 
u. Einl. p. 177 ff. Weitzel, in the Stud. u. Krit. 1848, p. 806 ff., 
1849, p. 578; also De Wette, Einl., whose final judgment, how
ever (§ 110 g.), only declares against the view which would 
deny to the apostle any share in the composition of the Gospel. 
See, besides, Niermeyer, Verhandeling over de echtheid d. Jo
hanneischen Srhr?'.ften, s' Gravenhage 1852. Mayer (Catholic), 
.Aechtheit d. Ev. nach Joh., Schaffh. 1854. Schneider, Aechth. 
des Joh. Ev. nach den ausseren Zeugen, Berl. 1854. Kahnis, 
Dogmat. I. p. 416 ff. Ritschl, Altkath . .K. p. 48. Tischendorf, 
v1ann wurden uns. Ev. verfasst? 1865 ; 4th enlarged edition, 
1866. Riggenbach, d. Zeug. f d. Ev. Joh. neu unters. 1866. 
Dr. Pressense, Jes. Christus, son Temps, etc., 1866. Oosterzee, d. 

ing in .Asia Minor. The author, he says, certainly did not write a work of fiction 
or fancy, but separated a cycle of evangelic traditions from their historical frame• 
work, and torced them up into the region of eternal thought, etc. Thus, J esns 
was such, as the author depicts Him, not always in reality, but in truth. 
At this result Keim also substantially arrives : he attributes the Gospel to a 
Jewish Christian of liberal opinions and friendly to the Gentiles, probably one of 
the Diaspora in Asia Minor about the beginning of the second century, who pub
lished it under the name of the Apostle John. He wrote with the just convic• 
tion that the apostles and John would have so written, had they been living in 
his time, and did not aim at establishing an external history, but at exhibiting 
the spirit which sits enthroned in every history of the life of Jesus. According 
to Scholten, the Gospel was written about 150 A.D., by a philosophically en
lightened Gentile Christian, assuming the guise of an ideo.l apostle, setting 
aside what was untrue in the various tendencies of the d11y (Gnosticism, An
tinomianism, Montanism, Quartodecimanism), but recognising the correlated 
truths, and expressing them in appropriate forms, though it was recogniset.l M 

apostolic only towardli the close.ol the second century. 
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Johannes-eva11q.,vie1· Voi•frage, 1867 [Eng. trans.]; also Hofstede 
de Groot (against also the previously .mentioned work of 
Scholten), Basilides als e1·ster Zeuge fur Alter und Aiictorit. 
ncntest. Sehr., German edition, 1868. Jonker, het evang. v. 
Joh. 186 7. Compare generally, besides the Commentaries, 
Ewald, Jahrb. III. p. 146 ff., V. p. 178 ff., X. p. 83 ff., XII. 
p. 212 ff. Grimm, in the Hall. Encylcl. ii. 22, p. 5 ff. 

SEC. IV.-DESIGN OF THE GOSPEL. 

John himself, xx. 31, tells us very distinctly the purpose of 
the Gospel which he wrote for the Christians of his own day. 
It was nothing else than to impart the conviction that Jesus 
was the Messiah, by describing the history of His appearance 
and of His work; and through faith in this, to communicate 
the Messianic life which was revealed in Jesus when on earth. 
"\Vhile it has this general purpose in common with the other 
Gospels, it has as its special and definite task to exhibit in 
J e;;us the Messiah, as in the highest sense the Son of God, that is, 
the Incarnate Divine Logos; and hence John places the section 
on the Logos at the very beginning as his distinctive pro
gramme, therewith furnishing the key for the understanding 
of the whole. In the existing name and conception of the 
Logos, he recognises a perfectly befitting expression for his 
own sublime view of Christ, the humanly manifested divine 
source of life ; and accordingly, he has delineated the human 
manifestation and the historical life of the divine in Christ 
with creative spirit and vividness, in order that the eternal 
and highest power of life, which had thus entered bodily into 
the world, might be appropriated by faith. Even the Gospel 
of Matthew (and of Luke) grasps the idea of the Son of God 
metaphysically, and explains it by the divine generation. John, 
however, apprehends and explains it by raising it into the 
premundane and eternal relation of the Son to the Father, who 
sent the Son; just as Paul also earnestly teaches this pre
existence, though he does not conceive of it under the form of 
the Logos, and therefore has nothing about a beginning of 
divine Sonship by a divine generation in time. John there
fore occupies a far higher standing-point than Matthew ; but, 
like the other evangelists, he dev~lopes _hi~ proof historically, 
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not sacrificing histo:ic reality and tradition to idealism (against 
Baur and his school), but now selecting from the materials 
furnished by the extant tradition and already presented in 
the older evangelic writings, now leaving these, and carefully 
selecting solely from the rich stores of his own memory and 
experience. In this way, it is quite obvious how impo1tant 
the discourses of Jesus, especially upon His divine Messianic 
dignity in opposition to the unbelief of the Jews, were as 
elements of John's plan ; and further, how necessary it was 
that the testimonies of the Baptist, the prophetical predictions, 
and the select miraculous proofs,-tbe latter forming at the 
same time the bases of the more important discourses,-should 
co-operate towards bis purpose. The general similarity of his 
aim with that of the current Galilean tradition on the one 
side, and on the other hand its special distinctiveness, which 
is due to his own more sublime and spiritual intuition and 
his purpose to delineate Jesus as the Incarnate Logos, the 
posse!isor and imparter of divine and eternal life, as well as 
his independence in both these respects, as a most intimate 
eye and ear witness, of all the previous labours of others, 
and his original peculiar ammgement and reproduction of the 
doctrines of Jesus as from a centre, determining every detail 
and binding them into one,-tbis, and the primary destina
tion of the work for readers who must have been acquainted 
with Graeco-J udaic speculations, gave the book the charac
teristic form which it possesses. The intellectual unity, which 
thus runs through it, is the reflection of the author's peculiar 
view of the whole, which was not formed a priori, but as the 
result of experience (i. 14; comp. Hauff, in the Stud. 1t. Krit. 
1846, p. 574 ff.), the fruit of a long life in Christ, and of a 
fulness and depth of recollection such as he only, among the 
living, could possess. Written after the destruction of Jem
salem, and by that disciple who had long advanced beyond 
Jewish Christianity, and in the centre of Asiatic culture was 
still labouring amidst the highest esteem, as probably the 
only aged apostle remaining, this Gospel could not have an 
eye to Palestinian readers,1 as had been formerly the case with 

1 Hence the interpretation& and explanations which presuppose the rea,ler~ 
to be non-Paleotinian, i. 38, 41 f., iv. 25, v. 2, al. 
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Matthew's Collection of Logia, and the Gospel which originated 
from it. It was very naturally destined, first of all, for those 
Christian circles among which the apostle lived and laboured, 
consequently for readers belonging to churches originally 
founded by Paul, and who had grown up out of Jewish and 
Gentile Christian elements, and bad been carried on by John 
himself to that higher unity for which Paul could work only 
amidst continual conflict with yet unconquered Judaism. The 
Gospel of John, therefore, is not a Pauline one, but one more 
transfigured and spiritual, plainly rising more sublimely above 
,T udaism than Paul, more tender and thoughtful than his, and 
also more original, but agreeing as to its main ideas with the 
doctrine dialectically wrought out by Paul, though exhibiting 
these ideas at a calmer height above the strife of opposing 
principles, and in harmony with the full perfection of funda
mental Christian doctrine ; and thus communicating for all 
time the essence, light, and life of the eminently catholic ten
dency and destination of Christianity. It represents the true 
and pure Christian Gnosis, though by this we are not to sup
pose its design was a polemical one against the heretical Gnostics, 
as even Irenaeus in his day (iii 11. 1) indicates the errors of 
Cerinthiis and of the Nicolaitans as those controverted by John, 
to which Epiphanius (Haer. Ii. 12, lxix. 23) and Jerome (de 
rcir. illiistr.) added also those of the Ebionites, while even 
modern writers have thought that it controverted more or less 
directly and definitely the Gnostic doctrine, especially of 
Cerinthus (Erasmus, Melanchthon, Grotius, Michaelis, Storr, 
Hug, Kleucker, Schneckenburger, Ebrard, Hengstenberg, and 
several others). It is decisive against the assumption of any 
such polemical purpose, that, in general, John nowhere in 
his Gospel allows any direct reference to the perverted ten
dencies of his day to appear; while to search for indirect and 
hidden allusions of the kind, as if they were intentional, would 
be as arbitrary as it would be repugnant to the decided 
character of the apostolic standpoint which he took up when 
in conscious opposition to heresies. In his First Epistle the 
apostle controverts the vagaries of Gnosticism, and it is im
probable that these came in his way only after he had already 
written his Gospel (as Ewal<l, Jahrb. III. p.157, assumes); 
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but the task of meeting this opposition, to which the apostle 
set himself in his Epistle, cannot have been the task of his 
Gospel, which in its whole character keeps far above such con
troversies. At any rate, we see from his Epistle how John 
would have carried on a controversy, had he wished to do so 
in his Gospel The development of Gnosticism, as it was in 
itself a movement which could not have failed to appear, lay 
brooding then, and for some time previously, in the whole 
atmosphere of that age and place ; it appears in John pure, 
and in sententious simplicity and clearness, but ran off, in the 
heresies of the partly contemporaneous and partly later formed 
Gnosticism, into all its varied aberrations, amid which it seemed 
even to derive support by what it drew from John. That it 
has been possible to explain many passages as opposed to the 
Gnostics, as little justifies the assumption of a set purpose of 
this kind, as the interpretation jawurable to Gnosticism, 
which is possible in other passages, would justify the in
ference of an irenical purpose (Lucke) in respect of this 
heresy, since any express and precise indication of such ten
dencies does not appear. Similarly must we judge the as
sumption of a polemical purpose against the Docctae (Semler, 
Bertholdt, Eckerroann; Niemeyer, de Docetis, Hal. 1823; 
Schneckenburger, Schott, Ebrard), for which some have adduced 
i. 14, xix. 34, xx. 20, 27; or an opposition to Ebionism and 
Judaism (Jerome, Grotius ; Lange, die Judenchristcn, Ebioniten 
und Nilcolaiten d. apost. Zeit., Lpz. 1828; Ebrard, and many 
others); or to the plots of the Jews who had been restored 
after the destruction of Jerusalem (Aberle in the Tiib. 
Quartalschr. 18 6 4, p. 1 ff.). At the same time, it seems 
quite arbitrary, nay, injurious to John's historical fidelity and 
truth, to set down his omissions of evangelic circumstances 
to the account of a polemical purpose; as, for example, 
Schneckenburger, Beitr. p. 60 ff., who regards the omission of 
the agony as based on an anti-Gnostic, and the silence as to 
the transfiguration on the mount on an anti-Docetic interest. 
A controversial reference to the disciples of John (Grotius, 
Schlichting, Wolzogen; Overbeck, uber d. Ev. Joh. 1784; 
Michael., Storr, Liitzelberger, and others, even Ewald) is not 
supported by such passages as i. 6-8. 15. 19-.41. iii. 22 ff.,. 
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v. 33-3G, x. 40 f., since t11e unique sublimity of Jesus, even 
when contrasted with John who was sent by God, must have 
been vindicated by the apostle in the necessary course of his 
history and of his work ; but in these passages no such special 
purpose can be proved, and we must assume that, with any 
such tendency, expressions like that in Matt. xi. 11 would 
not have been overlooked. Besides, those disciples of John 
who rejected Christ (Recogn. Clem. i. 54, 6 0), and the Zabaeans 
or Mendcans (Gieseler, Kfrchengesch. I. 1, p. 76, Eng. trans. 
vol. I. p. 58), who became known in the seventeenth century, 
were of later origin, while those who appear in Acts xviii. 
2 5, xix. 1 ff., were simply not yet accurately acquainted 
with Christ, and therefore as regards them we should have 
to think only of a tendency to gain these over (Herder, vom 
Sohne Gottes, p. 24; also De W ette) ; but we cannot assume 
even this, considering the utter want of any more precise 
reference to them in our Gospel. 

Moreover, in general, as to the development of heresy, so 
far as it was conspicuous in that age, and especially in Asia. 
(comp. the Epistles to the Galatians and Colossians), we must 
assume as an internal necessity that John, in opposition to its 
errors, especially those of a Gnostic and Judaizing characte1 
(according to Hengstenberg, to the inundation of Gentile errors 
into the church), must have been conscious that his Gospel 
ought to set forth the original truth, unobscured by those errors. 
We must therefore admit generally, that the inHuence of the 
existing forms of opposition to the truth, for which he had 
to testify, practically contributed to determine the shape of his 
treatise, but only to the extent that, while abiding solely by 
his thesis, he provided therein, by its very simplicity, the 
weightiest counterpoise against errors (comp. Reuss, Denkschr. p. 
2 7), without stooping to combat them, or even undertaking the 
defence of the Gospel against them (Seyffarth, Specialcharak
terist. p. 39 f.; Schott, Isag. § 40; De Wette, Hengstenberg, 
and many others), bis task being elevated far above the then 
existing conflicts of opinion.1 This must be maintained, lest 

1 Even Baur, p. 373, acknowledges that" John's Gospel stands amid all the op• 
positions of the age, without anywhere exhibiting the definite colour ofa temporary 
or local opposition." But this is really only conceivable if the Gospel belongs to 
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on 'the one hand we degrade the Gospel, in the face of it!'! 
whole character, into a controversial treatise, or on the other 
hand withdraw it, as a product of mere speculation, from its 
necessary and concrete relations to the historical development 
of the church of that age. • 

Seeing that our Gospel serves in manifold ways not only 
to confirm, but moreover, on a large scale (as especially by 
relating the extra-Galilean journeys, acts, discourses) as well 
as in particulars, to complete the synoptic accounts, nay, even 
sometimes (as in determining the day of, the crucifixion) in 
important places to correct them, it has been assumed very 
often, from Jerome (comp. already Euseb. iii. 24) downwards, 
and with various modifications even at the present day (Ebrard, 
Ewald, Weizsiicker, Godet, and many others), that this relation 
to the Synoptics was the designed object of the worlc. So re
garded, however, this view cannot be supported ; for there is 
not the slightest hint in the Gospel itself of any such purpose ; 
and further, there would thus be attributed to it an historico
critical character totally at variance with its real nature and 
its design, as expressly stated, xx. 30, 31, and which even as a 
collateral purpose would be quite foreign to the high spiritual 
tone, sublime unity, and unbroken compactness of the book. 
Moreover, in the repetition of synoptical passages which J obn 
gives, there are not always any material additions or correc
tions leading us to suppose a confirmatory design, in view 
of the non-repetition of a great many other and more 
important synoptical narrations. Again, where John diverges 
from parallel synoptical accounts, in the absence of contra
dictory references (in iii. 24 only does there occur a passing 
note of time of this kind), his independence of the Galilean 
tradition fully suffices to explain the divergence. Finally, in 
very much that John has not borrowed from the synoptical 
history, and against the truth of which no well-founded doubt 
can be urged, to suppose in such passages any intentional 

the apostolic nge, and its author stands upon an apostolic elevntion; it is incon
r.eivnble if it originated in the second century, when those oppositions were 
developing, and bad already developed into open and deep-seated divisions, and 
where the conditions necessary for the production of such u. Formula Concordiae 
were utterly wanting in the bosom of the time, 
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though silent purpose on his part to correct, would be equiva
lent to his rejection of the statements. In short, had the 
design in question exercised any determining· influence upon 
the apostle in the planning and composition of his work, he 
would have accomplished his task in a very strange, thoroughly 
imperfect, and illogical manner. We may, on the contrary, take 
it for granted that he was well acquainted with the Galilean 
tradition,1 and that the written accounts drawn from the cycle 
of that tradition, numbers of which were already in circula
tion, and which were especially represented in our Synoptics, 
were likewise sufficiently known to him ; for he presupposes 
as known the historical existence of this· tradition in all its 
essential parts.2 But it is just his perfect independence of 
this tradition and its records-keeping in view his aim to bring 
fully out the higher Messianic proof, and the abundant material 
from which his qwn recollection could so fully draw-which 
enables us to understand the partial coincidence, and still greater 
divergence, between him and the Synoptics, and his entire re
lation to them generally, which is not determined by any special 
design on his part ; so that the confirmation, correction, and en
largement of their narratives often appear as a result of which 
he is conscious, but never as the o7Jject which he had sought to 
accomplish in his treatise. As to. any design, so understood, of 
correcting the Synoptics, the silence of John upon many portions 
of the cycle of synoptic narrative is undoubtedly very signifi
cant, in so far as the historical truth of these in their traditional 
form would have been of special value for the apostle's purpose. 
This holds true particularly. of the account of the temptation, 
the transfiguration, and the ascension as actual occurrences, as 
well as of the cure of demoniacs as such. As criticism, however, 

1 According to Ewald, John only compared and made use of what is assumed 
by Ewald to be the "oldest Gospel," "the collection of discourses," and "the 
original Mark." But a limitation to these three books, considering the number 
already existing (Luke i. 1), is in itself improbable, and is all the less demon
strable, that the .first and third treatises named by Ewald have themselves only 
a very problematical existence. 

• See Weizsacker in the Jahrb. fur .Deutscl1e Tlieol. 1859, p, 691 ff. He goes, 
however, too far, when (J!:cang. Ge.sch. p. 270) he calls the fourth Gospel, 
without enlargement from other sources, "a misty picture without reality." 
Taken all in all, it contains even more concrete history than the Gospels who5e 
rall,lte is limited to Galill'"• 
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is here pledged to special caution, so the opposite conclusion
viz. that facts which would have been of great importance even 
for the synoptical Messianic proof, but which are recorded only 
in John, cannot be regarded as originally historical in the form 
in which he gives them-is everywhere inadmissible, especially 
where he speaks as an eye-witness, in which capacity he must 
be ranked above Matthew: for Matthew did indeed compose 
the collection of discourses which is worked up into the Gospel 
that bears his name, but not the Gospel itself as it lies before 
us in its gradually settled canonical form. If, while taking all 
into account, the complete, unbiassed independence of John in 
relation to the Synoptics, above whom he stands distinguished 
by his exact determination of the succession of time, must be 
preserved intact; we must at the same time bear in mind 
that, as the last evangelist and apostle, he had to satisfy the 
higher needs of Christian knowledge, called forth by the 
development of the church in this later stage, and thus had 
boldly to go beyond the range of the whole previous Gospel 
literature.1 This higher need had reference to that deeper and 
uniform insight into the peculiar eternal essence of Christianity 
and its Founder, which John, as no other of his contemporaries, 
by his richly stored experience was fitted and called to impart. 
He had thus, indeed, as a matter of fact, supplemented and 
partly corrected the earlier evangelists, though not to such 
an extent as to warrant the supposition that this was his 
deliberate object. For, by giving to the entire written history 
its fullest completion, he took rank far above all who had worked 
before him ; not doctrinally making an advance from -rrtuw:; 

to ryvwuir:; (Liicke), but, in common with the Synoptics, pur
suing the same goal of -rrtunr:; (xx. 31), yet bringing the sub
ject-matter of this common faith to a higher, more uniform, 
and universal stage of the original ryvwuir:; of its essence than 
was possible in the earlier Gospel histories, composed under 
diverse relations, which had now passed away, and with 
difierent and (measured by the standard of John's fellowship 
with Jesus) very inferior resources. 

John prosecutes his design, which is to prove that Jesus is 
the Messiah in the sense ot the incarnate Logos, by first of 

1 Comp. Keim, Gesch. Jesu, p. 1061. 

D 
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all stating this leading idea in the prologue, and tl1en ex• 
hi biting in well-selected 1 historical facts its historical realiza
tion in Jesus. This idea, which belongs to the very highest 
Christological view of the world, guided his choice and treat
ment of facts, and brought out more clearly the opposition
which the author had constantly in view-with unbelieving 
and hostile Judaism ; but so far from detracting from the 
historical character of the Gospel, it appears rather only to be 
derived from the actual experience of the history, and is in 
turn confirmed thereby. To defend the Gospel against the 
suspicion of its being a free compilation from synoptical 
materials, used merely to subserve some main idea, is, on the 
one hand, as unnecessary for him who recognises it as of 
necessity apostolic, and as a phenomenon conceivable only 
upon this supposition; as it is, on the other hand, impossible, 
as experience shows, to do so successfully, considering the total 
difference of presuppositions, in the face of the man who can 
place it in the second century, and ascribe to so late a period 
so great a creative power of Christian thought. 

SEC. V.-SOURCES, TIME AND PLACE OF WRITING. 

The main source is John himself (1 John i. 1 f.), his own 
inalienable recollection, his experience, his life of fellowship 
with Christ, continued, increased, and preserved in its fresh
ness by the Spirit of truth, together with the constant impulse 
to preach and otherwise orally communicate that sublime view 
of the nature and life of Jesus, which determined the essential 

1 In connection with this, the selection made of the miracles of Jesus is spe
cially noteworthy. Only one of each kind is chosen, viz. one of transformation, 
ii 1 ff. ; one fever cure, iv. 47 ff. ; one cure of lameness, v. l ff.; one feeding, vi. 
4 ff. ; one walking on the sea, vi. 16 ff. ; one opening the eyes of the blind, ix. 
1 ff. ; one raising from the dead, :xi. 1 ff. The number seven is hardly accidental, 
nor yet the exclusion ot any instance of the casting out of demons. That a 
paragraph containing an account of an instance of casting out has t'o.llen out 
after chap. v. (Ewald), finds no support in the connection of chap. v. and vi. 
or elsewhere, and has left no trace appreciable by criticism in evidence of its 
existence; while that completed number seven, to which an eighth miracfo 
would thus be added, is against it. This number seven is evidently based 
upon 3 + 3 + 1,-viz. three miracles of nature, three of ltealing, and one of 
raising the dead. An eighth miracle was only added in the appendix, chnp. 
.ui, after the book was fi.nished. 
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contents of his work, as a whole and in details. Accordingly, 
the credibility of the work asserts itself as being relatively the 
highest of all, so that it ought to have the deciding voice in 
case of discrepancies in all essential portions, where the author 
speaks as an eye and ear witness. This also applies to the 
discourses of Jesus, in so far as their truthfulness is to be 
recognised, not indeed to all their details and form,-for they 
were freely reproduced and resuscitated by bis after recol
lection, and under the influence of a definite and determining 
point of view, after the Lord's thoughts and expressions had 
by a lengthened process of elaboration been blended with his 
own, which thus underwent a transfiguration,-but as to the 
subject-matter and its characteristic clothing and thoughtful 
changes and variations, in all their simplicity and dignity. 
Their truthfulness is, I say, all the more to be recognised, 
the more inwardly and vividly the apostle in particular stood 
in harmony with his Lord's mind and heart. So familiar 
was he with the character and nature of Christ's discourses, 
and so imbued with His spirit, that even the reflections of 
his own which he intertwines, as well as his Epistle, nay, 
even the discourses of the Baptist, bear one and the same 
stamp; a fact, however, which only places the essential ori
ginality of the J ohannean discourses so much the more above 
suspicion.1 

In those portions in which we have no vouchers for per
sonal testimony, the omission is sufficiently supplied, by the 
author's connection with Christ and his fellow-apostles (as 
well as with l\fary), and by the investigations which we may 
assume he made, because of his profound interest in the sub
ject; and by the living, harmonious, and comprehensive view 
of Christ's life and work with which he was inspired, and 

1 Ewald, Jaltrb. III. p. 163 f. : "As, under the Old Covcnnnt, it is just the 
enrliest prophets who are the strictest and purest interpreters of Him who, though 
never visible in bodily form, yet moves, lives, and speaks in them as if He w1•re; 
so at the very close of the New Testnment a similar phenomenon reappears, when 
the Logos comes on the scene in bright nnd clear· manifestation. The 81,irit of 
the historical Christ was concentrated in His former familiar disciple in the 
most compact strength and tmnsparent clearness, and now streams forth from 
him over this later world, which had never yet so understood Him. The mouth 
of John is for this world the mouth of the glorified Christ, and the full historical 
resuscitation of th11t Logos who will not reappear till the entl ol 1111 things." 
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which of itself must have led to the exch1sion of nny stran6e 
and interpolated features. 

The supposition that in his own behoof he made use of 
notes taken by himself (so Bertholdt, Wegscheider, Schott, 
and others), does not, indeed, contradict the requirements of 
a living apostolic call, but must be subordinated so as to be 
compatible with the unity of spirit and mould of the whole 
work; a unity which is the gradually ripened and perfected 
fruit of a long life of recollection, blending all particulars in 
one true and bright collective picture, under the guidance of 
the Divine Spirit as promised by Christ Himself (xiv. 26). 

The synoptical tradition was known to John, and his Gospel 
presupposes it. He was also certainly acquainted with the 
evangelic writings which embodied it-those at least that were 
already widely spread and held in esteem; but all this was not 
his source properly so called : his book itself is proof enough 
that, in writing it, he was independent of this, and stood abova 
all the then existing written and traditional authorities. He 
has preserved this independence even in the face of Matthew·s 
collection of discourses and Mark's Gospel, both of which 
doubtless he had read, and which may have suggested to him, 
unintentionally and unsought for on his part, many expressions 
in his own independent narrative, but which can in no way 
interfere with its apostolic originality. Comp. Ewald, Gescli. 
Christi, p. 127 ff. We cannot determine whether he likewise 
~new the somewhat more recent Gospel of Luke (Keim and 
others); for the points of contact between the two are con
ceivable upon the supposition of their writing independently 
side by side, especially as Luke had a rich range of sources, 
which are to us for the most part unknown. That John like
wise knew the Go.epel of the Hebrews is not made probable by 
the saying which he records concerning "the birth from above." 
The combination, on that account, of this saying with the cor
responding quotation made by Justin and the Clementines 
(see above, sec. ii.) rests upon the very precarious premiss that 
both of these cite from the Gospel of the Hebrews. 

As to the question whence John de1ived his represen
tation -0f the divine element in Christ as the Lo9os, see on 
chap. i 1. 
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As to the PLACE where the Gospel, which was certainly 
written in Greek, not in Aramaic (against Salmasius, Bolten, 
and partly Bertholdt), was composed, the earliest tradition 
(already in Iren. iii. 1, Clement of Alex., Origen, Eusebius, etc.) 
distinctly names Ephesus; and the original document is said to 
have been preserved there to a late period, and to have been 
the object of believing veneration (Chron. Pasch. p. xi. 411, 
ed. Dind.). By this decision as to the place we must abide, 
because the Gospel itself bears upon its very face proofs of 
its author's remoteness from Palestine, and from the circle of 
Jewish life, along with references to cultured Greek readers ; 
and because the life of the apostle himself, as attested by the 
history of the church, speaks decidedly for Ephesus. The 
tradition that be wrote at Patmos (Pseudo-Hippolytus, Theo
phylact, and many others, also Hug) is a later one, and owes 
its origin to the statement that the Apocalpyse was written 
on that island. With this, the tradition which tries to recon
cile both, by supposing that John dictated his Gospel in 
Patmos and published it at Ephesus (Pseudo -Athanasius, 
Dorotheus), loses all its value.-The assumption that a long 
time elapsed before it gained any wide circulation, and that it 
remained within the circle of the apostle's friends in Ephesus, 
at whose request, according to a very ancient tradition (Canon 
Muratori, Clement of Alexandria, in Euseb. vi. 14), he is 
said to have written it, is not indeed sanctioned by the 
silence of Papias concerning it (Credner), but receives con
firmation by the fact that the appendix, chap. xxi., is found 
in all the oldest testimonies,-leading us to conclude that 
its publication in more distant circles, and dissemination 
through multiplication of copies, did not take place till after 
this addition. 

As to the TIME of its composition, the earliest testimonies 
(Irenaeus, Clement of Alex., Origen) go to prove that John 
wrote subsequently to the Synoptics, and (Irenaeus) not till 
after the deaths of Peter and Paul A later and more precise 
determination of the time (Epiphanius, Haer. li. 12),1 in the 
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advanced old age of the apostle, is connected with the desire 
to ascribe to the Gospel an anti-heretical design, and therefore 
loses its critical weight. The following points may perhaps 
be regarded as certain, resulting as they do trom a compari
son of this tradition with historical circumstances and with 
the Gospel itself. As John certainly did not settle in Ephesus 
until after St. Paul's removal from his Asiatic sphere of labour, 
nor indeed, doubtless, until after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
where until then John resided; as, further, the distance from 
Palestinian circumstances, so evident in the Gospel, implies 
an already prolonged residence away from Palestine; as the 
elaborate view of the Logos is a post-Pauline phase of the 
apprehension and exposition of Christ's higher nature, and 
suggests a longer familiarity with philosophical influences; as 
the entire character and nature of the book, its clearness and 
depth, its calmness and completeness, most probably indicate 
the matured culture and clarifying influence of riper years, 
without, however, in the least degree suggesting to us the 
weakness of old age,-we must put the composition not before 
the destruction of Jerusalem (Lampe, Wegscheider), but a con
siderable time after; for if that catastrophe had been still 
fresh in the recollection of the writer, in the depths ot its first 
impression, it could hardly, on psychological grounds, have 
escaped express mention in the book. No such express 
reference to it occurs ; but if, notwithstanding, Jerusalem 
and its environs are to be regarded, and that rightly, as in 
rnins, and in the distant background of the apostle's view, 
the ~v in xi. 18, xviii. 1, xix. 41, reads more naturally 
than it accounted for from the mere context of historical 
narration, while on the other hand the foTt in v. 2 may 
retain its full appropriateness. If a year is to be definitely 
1'~11,,, Ka.it:tzpot, ,e'a:1 P,f.'T'~ 11ea.11t& f'Tfl iroV ),a,,.pf'Y'a, a..UrrOt, a;.,,.~ T~f 'Atria., 

"'"''.>'"°'~' .. "'' ,,.do.-da, .-o '""'?'?'i>..,o,. These last words are not corrupt, 
nor is """ .-;;, • A.-,,., to be joined with "'"'"""~' .. "'' as ii it meant ab Asiae 
episcopis (Liicke) ; but we must render them, "and many years arterwanls, 
af:er he had lived tar from Asia, he was obliged," etc. ,-thus taking the words 
in their necessary sense, "many years after his extra-Asiatic sojourn," mnny 
years after his return from Patmos. The genitive, .-oii o,a.-p,-.J,a, a~.-,, 
ad .-. 'A.-,a,, denotes that the time spent is the point of departure from 
which the /,.a:,e f.-~ begin to run. See Klihuer, II. pp. 164, 614. Comp. 
Ilernhardy, p. 138. 
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nnmed, A.D. 801 may be suggested as neither too far back nor 
too far on.2 

Note.-As to PLAN, the Gospel divides itself into the follow
ing sections :-After the prologue, i. 1-18, which at once sets 
before the reader the lofty point of view of the most sacred 
history, the revelation of the glory of the only-begotten Son of 
the Father (which constitutes the theme of the Gospel, i. 14) 
begins, first through John the Baptist, and its self-revelation 
onwards to the first miracle, and as yet without any opposition 
of unbelief, down to ii. 11. Then (2) this self-revelation passes 
011 to publicity, and progresses in action and teaching amid the 
antithesis of belief and unbelief, onwards to another and greater 
m1.racle, ii 12-iv. 54. Further, (3) new miracles of the Lord's 
in Judea and Galilee, with the discourses occasioned thereby, 
heighten that antithesis, so that there arises among the Jews a 
desire to persecute and even to kill Him, while among His 
disciples many fall away, v.-vi. 71. After this, (4) unbelief 
shows itself even among the brothers of Jesus; the self-revela
tion of the Only-begotten of the Father advances in words and 
deeds to the greatest miracle of all, that of the raising of the 
dead, by which, however, while many believe upon Him, the 
hostility of unbelief is urged on. to the decisive determination 
to put Him to death, vii.-ix. 57. There ensues, (5) in and upon 
the carrying out of this determination, the highest self-revela
tion ot Christ's divine glory, which finally gains its completed 
victory in the resurrection, xii.-xx. Chap. xxi. is an appendix. 
Many other attempts have been made to exhibit the plan of the 

1 There therefore lies between the Apocalypse e.nd the Gospel a space of from 
ten to twelve years. Considering the matnrity of mind which the llpostle, who 
was already aged in the year 70, must have attained, this space was too short to 
eflect such a change of view and of language as we must suppose if the apoca
lyptist was also the evangelist. This also against Tholuck, p. 11. 

2 It is evident from the distinctive allll internal characteristics of the Gospel, 
and especially from the form of its ideas, that it was written after the downfall 
of the Jewish state and the labours of St. Paul ; but we cannot go so far as to 
find reflected in it the beginning of the second century (i.t. a time only 20 or 30 
years later), nor to argr.e ~lier~from the non-ai:ostclic origin of the Gospel (and of 
the Epistle). The interval is too short, and our knowledge of church movements, 
especially of Gnosticism, fa not direct and precise enough, so far 'as they may be 
said to belong, at least in their stages ot impulse and development, to the begin
ning only of the n~w century, and not to the two or three preceding uecades of 
years. This tells, at the same time, against Keim, Gesch. J. I. p. 147 ff. How 
can it be said, on any reliable grounds, that "the Gospd discloses the state 
of the church just about the year 100, but not the state of the di.urch 11.bow; 
the year 80 " I 
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book; on which see Luthardt, I. p. 255 ff., wl10 (comp. also his 
treatise, De composit. ev. Joh., Norimb. 1852; before this Ki:istlin, 
in the Theol. Jahi·b. 1851, p. 194 ff., and afterwards Keim, Gesch. 
J. I. p. 115 f.) endeavours on his part to carry out a tlweejold 
division of the whole and of the several parts; and in Godet, 
Comment. I. p. 111. The arrangement which approaches most 
nearly to the above is that of Ewald, Jahrb. III. p. 168, comp. 
VIII. 109, and Johann. Sehr. I. p. 18 ff. In every method of 
division, the opposition of the world's ever-increasing unbelief 
and hatred to the revelation of the divine glory in Christ, and 
to faith in Him, must ever be held fast, as the thread which 
runs systematically through the whole. Comp. Godet,1 as 
before. 

1 Who (p. 121) gives what he calls the "photogrnphie de l'histoire" as follows: 
"La foi nait, i.-iv. ; l'incredulite domine, v.-xii. ; la foi atteint sa perfection 
relative, xiii.-xvii.; l'incredulite se consomme, xviii., xix.; la foi triomphe, 
xx. (xxi. ). " Such special abstract designations of place give too varied play to 
the subjectivities, still more so the subdivision of the several main parts, as by 
Ewald especially, and Keim, with different degrees of skill ; but the latter con• 
siders that his threefold division and suhdivision of the two halves (i.-xii., 
xiii.-=.) "bas its root in the absolute ground o/ t/i.e divine mvsterv of the 
number thrce,"-a lusus in::,eni~ 
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Eva,y,yi>..,ov tcaTd- 'I waVV'l'JV, 

B. tt have merely tcaTd, 'Iwavv. Others: T6 tcaTa 'Iwavv. 
(fl,ywv) eva,y,y. Others: EiC TOV "· 'Iwavv. Others: EUa"f'Y· f.lC 

TOV tcaTd, 'Iwavv. See on Matthew. 

CHAPTER I. 

Ver. 4. ~w~ ~v] D. K. Codd. in Origen and Augustine, It. 
(Germ. Foss. excepted), Sahidic, Syr.cu Clem. Valentt. in Ir. 
Hilary, Ambrose, Vigil. : ~wn e~r,v. So Lachm. and Tisch. 
Generalization in connection with the words: o yey. iv av,;-c;;, ~w~ 
~ v, and perhaps in comparison with 1 John v. 11. - Ver. 16. "a I 
ix] B. C.* D. L. X. N. 33. Copt. Aeth. Arm. Ver. Vere. Corb. Or. 
and many Fathers and Schol.: fr, ex. So Gries b., Lachrn., Tisch.; 
/in is to be preferred on account of the preponderating evidence 
in its favour, and because ver. 16 was very early (Heracl. and 
Origen) regarded as a continuation of the Baptist's discourse, 
and the directly continuous xa/ naturally suggested itself, and 
was inserted instead of the less simple iin - Ver. 18. ui6,;] B. 
C.* L. N. 33. Copt. Syr. Aeth. and many Fathers: 0,6,;. Dogmatic 
gloss in imitation of ver. 1, whereby not only ui6,;, but the 
article before µ,ovoy. (which Tisch. deletes), was also (in the Codd. 
named) suppressed. The omission of uio; (Origen, Opp. IV. 102; 
Ambrose, ep. 10) is not sufficiently supported, and might easily 
have been occasioned by ver. 14. - Ver. 19. After &,;.-e~r"'A.av, B. 
c.• Min. Chrys. and Verss. have ,irpo,; au,;-ov. So Lachm., an 
addition which other Codd. and Verss. insert after Aeutra,;. -
Ver. 20. oux eiµ,J eyw] A. B. C.* L. X. ~- N. 33. Verss. and 
Fathers have: eyr.:i oiix eiµ,,. So Lachm., Tisch. Rightly, on account 
of the preponderating evidence. Comp. iii. 28, where ovx eiµ,J 
iyw is attested by decisive evidence. - Ver. 2 2. The o ~ v after 
el1rov (Lachm. Tisch. read eT1rav) is deleted by Lachm., following 
B. C. Syr.•u,-testimonies which are all the less adequate, con
sidering how easily the ouv, which is not in itself necessary, 
might have been overlooked after the final syllable of eT'll'ov.1-

1 Matthaei, ed. min. l\d x. 39, well says : "In nullo libro scribae ita vexanmt 
11articulus ,.,,,;, )~ oJ,, ,,.,.,._,. , , , quam in hoe evangelio. lUouo temere incul• 
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Ver. 2 4. The article before &."'em1."°A/L. is wanting in A.* B. C.• 
L. N.* Origen (once), Nonn. Perhaps a mere omission on the 
part of the transcriber, if &."'ear. naav were taken tooether; but 
perhaps intentional, for some (Origen and Nonn}' have here 
supposed a second deputation. The omission is therefore 
doubly suspicious, though Tisch. also now omits the art. - Ver. 
25. Instead of the repeated o~l'"E, we must, with Lachm., Tisch., 
following A. B. C. L. X. N. Min. Origen, read ouoe. - Ver. 26. iH 
after U,£<ro; must, with Tisch., on weighty testimony (B. C. L. N. 
etc.), be deleted, having been added as a connecting particle. 
- Ver. 27. Against the words aud, ear,v (for which G. Min. 
Chrys. read o~7"6, ea-m) and o, lµ,1rpoa0tv µ,ou y&yovev the testi
monies are so ancient, important, and unanimous, that they 
must be rejected together. Lachm. has bracketed them, Tisch. 
deletes them. au,;-6; fom is an unnecessary aid to the con
struction, and o; eµ,,::-p. µ,ou rerovEV (though defended by Ewald) is 
a completion borrowed from vv. 15, 30.-Ver. 28. B,ifoviq..] 
Elz.: Br,0a{3api; (adopted of late by Hengstenberg), against con
clusive testimony, but following Syr.cu and Origen (Opp. II. 130), 
who himself avows that a-xeo/,v EV '7/"aa, roi'. CI.Y'l"l"/parpo,; is found 
B7J0aviq., yet upon geographical grounds decides in favour of 
B7J0a/3aprj,-a consideration by which criticism cannot be bound. 
See the exegetical notes. - Ver. 29. After /3""Ai1re, Elz. has ci 
'Iwavv., against the best testimonies. Beginning of a church 
lesson. - Ver. 32. w;J Elz. : wae,, against the oldest and most 
numerous Codd. See Matt. iii. 16; Luke iii. 22. - Ver. 37. 
r,xoua-. UUl'"Ou] Tisch., following B. N., puts OCUl'"OU after µ,a07)'1",; c.• 
L. X. T.b have it after M,o. The Verss. also have this variation 
of position, which must, however, be regarded as the removal of 
the aul'"ou, made more or less mechanically, in imitation of ver. 
35. - Ver. 40. ,oen] B. c.• L. T.b Min. Syr. utr. Origen, Tisch.: 
;;--i,Ea-0£. Correctly; the words which immediately follow and 
ver. 4 7 (comp. xi. 34) make it much more likely that the tran
scriber would write ,oere for o+ea-0e, than vice versa. After wpa 
Elz. has oe, against which are the weightiest witnesses, and which 
has been interpolated as a connecting link.- Ver. 43. 'Iwva] 
Lachm.: 'Iwavou, after B.; the same variation in xxi. 15-17. vVe 
must, with Tisch., after B.* L. N. 33, read 'Iwavvou. Comp. Non
nus: uio; 'Iwavvao. The Textus Receptus has arisen from Matt. 
xvi. 17. - Ver. 44. After ?j0iA7JO"ev Elz. has ci 'l7Ja-oLi;, which the 
best authorities place after aul'"Cf, Beginning of a church lesson. 
- Ver. 52. a.'71"apr,] wanting in B. L. N. Copt. Aeth. Arm. Vulg. 

carunt, modo permutarunt, modo omiserunt, modo transposuerunt. Accedunt 
interpretes, qui cum demum locum aliquem tro.ctant, illas particulas in princi11io 
modo addunt, modo omittunt." 
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It. and some Fathers, also in Origen. Deleted by Lachm. Tisch. 
Omitted, because it seemed inappropriate to the followina 
words, which were taken to refer to actual angelic appear~ 
ances. 

Ver. 1. 'Ev apxfi] John makes the beginning of his Gospel 
parallel with that of Genesis;1 but he rises above the historical 
conception of n•rp~~7, which (Gen. i. 1) includes the beginning 
of time itself, to the absolute conception of anteriority to time: 
the creation is something subsequent, ver. 3. Prov. viii. 2 3, ev 
apxfi 7rp'o Toii Ti]v 'YTJ" '1T'OLTJCTa£, is parallel; likewise, 7rp'o Toii 

TOIi ,eoc;µov €tVa£, John xvii. 5 ; 7rpo ,eaTa{JoX.;,c; KDCTµov, Eph. 
i. 4. Comp. Nezach Israel, f. 48, 1: Messias erat ,i1m •;:i~ 

(ante Tahu). The same idea we find already in the book of 
Enoch, xlviii. 3 f., 6 f., lxii. 7,-a book which (against Hilgen
feld and others) dates back into the second century B.c. (Dilm., 
Ewald, and others). The notion, in itself negative, of ante
riority to time (&XPOVO', ~", a.KtXTJTO<;, Ell app~T~I) A0"/0', apxfj, 
Nonnus), is in a popular way affirmatively designated by the 
ev apxfi as "primeval;" the more exact dogmatic definition 
of the apx~ as "eternity" (Theodor. Mopsuest., Euthym. Zig.; 
comp. Theophylact) is a correct development of John's mean
ing, but not strictly what he himself says. Comp. 1 John i 1; 
Rev. iii. 14. The Valentinian notion, that apx~ was a divine 
Hypostasis distinct from the Father and the Xo,yoc; (Iren. Haer. 
i. 8. 5), and the Patristic view, that it was the divine uocp{a 

(Origen) or the everlasting Father (Cyril. Al), rest upon specu
lations altogether unjustified by correct exegesis.2 

- ~v] icas 
pi·esent, existed. John writes historically, looking back from the 
later time of the incarnation of the Xo,yoc; (ver. 14). But he 
does not say, "In the beginning the Xo'YO'> came into existence," 
for he does not conceive the generation (comp. µovo,yEv~r;) 

according to the Arian view of creation, but according to that 
of Paul, Col i. 15. - o Xo,yor;] the Word; for the reference 

1 See Hoelemnnn, de evangelii Joh. introitu introitus Geneseos augustiore effigie, 
Leipsic 1855, p. 26 ff. 

2 Quite opposed to correct exegesis, although in a totally different direction, 
is the rendering of the Socininns (see Catech. Racov. p. 135, ed. Oeder), that io 
a.px.f signifies in initio ei:anaelii, 
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to the history of the creation leaves room for no other meaning 
(therefore not Reason). John assumes that his readers under
stand the term, and, notwithstanding its great importance, 
regards every additional explanation of it as superfluous. 
Hence those interpretations fall of themselves to the ground, 
which are unhistorical, and imply anything of a quid pro q_uo, 
such as (1) that o Xoryo~ is the same as o Xeyowvo~, "the 
pi·om-ised one" (Valla, Beza, Ernesti, Tittm., etc.); (2) that it 
stands for o >-'-ry"'v, "the spealcci·" (Storr, Eckerm., J usti, and 
others). Not less incorrect (3) is Hofmann's interpretation 
(Schriftbeweis, I. 1, p. 109 f.): "o Xoryo~ is the word of God, th8 
Gospel, the personal subject of which however, namely Chr-ist, 
is here meant:" against which view it is decisive, first, that 
neither in Rev. xix. 13, nor elsewhere in the N. T., is Christ 
called o Xoryo~ merely as the subfect - matter of the word,· 
secondly, that in John, o Xoryo~, without some additional defi
nition, never once ocCUI'S as the designation of the Gospel, 
though it is often so used by Mark (ii. 2, iv. 14, al.), Luke 
(i. 2; Acts xi. 19, al.), and Paul (Gal. vi. 6; 1 Thess. i. 6); 
thirdly, that in the context, neither here (see especially ver. 
14) nor in 1 John i. 1 (see especially & €6Jpa,caµ,ev . .. ,cal al 
xeipe~ ~µ,wv e,fr11Xacp71uav) does it seem allowable to depart in 
o Xoryo~ from the immediate designation of the personal sub
ject,1 while this immediate designation, i.e. of the creative 
Word, is in our passage, from the obvious parallelism with the 
history of the creation, as clear and definite as it was appro
priate it should be at the very commencement of the work. 
These reasons also tell substantially against the turn which 
Luthardt has given to Hofmann's explanation: "o >...o,yo,; is the 
word of God, which in Christ, Heb. i. 1, has gone forth into the 
world, and the theme of which was His own person." See, on 
the other hand, Baur in the Theol. Jahrb. 1854, p. 206 ff.; 
Lechler, apost. u. nachapost. Zeit. p. 215 ; Gess, v. d. Person 
Chr. p. 116; Kahnis, JJogmat. I. p. 466. The investigation 
of the Logos idea can only lead to a true result when pursued 
by the path of history. But here, above all, history points us 

1 See, with reference to 1 John i. 1 (in opposition to Beyschlng's impersonal 
interpretation), besides Diisterdieck e.nd Ruther, Johansson, de aeterna Cltri~ti 
11raee.,;illt. Bee. ev. Joh., Lunde.e 1866, p. 29 f. 
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to the 0. T.,1 nnd most directly to Gen. i., where the act of 
creation is effected by God speaking. The reality contained 
in this representation, anthropomorphic as to its form, of the 
revelation of Himself made in creation by God, who is in His 
own nature hidden, became the root of the Logos idea. The 
Word as creative, and embodying generally the divine will, is 
personified in Hebrew poetry (Ps. xxxiii. 6, cvii. 20, cxlvii. 
15; Isa. lv. 10, 11); and consequent upon this concrete and 
independent representation, divine attributes are predicated of 
it (Ps. xxxiv. 4; Isa. xl. 8; Ps. cxix. 105), so far as it was 
at the same time the continuous revelation of God in law and 
prophecy. A way was thus paved for the hypostatizing of 
the >..o,yor; as a further step in the knowledge of the relations 
in the divine essence; but this advance took place gradually, 
and only after the captivity, so that probably the oriental 
doctrine of emanations, and subsequently the Pythagorean
platonic philosophy, were not without influence upon what 
was already given in germ in Gen. i. Another form of the con
ception, however, appears,-not the original one of the Word, 
but one which was connected with the advanced development of 
ethical and teleological reflection and the needs of the Theodicy, 
-that of wisdom (i1'?7';), of which the creative word was an 
expression, and which in the book of Job (xxviii. 12 ff.) and 
Proverbs (viii., ix.), in Ecclus. i. 1-10, xxiv. 8, and Baruch 
iii. 3 7-iv. 4, is still set forth and depicted under the form 
of a personification, yet to such a degree that the portrayal 
more closely approaches that of the Hypostasis, and all the 
more closely the less it is able to preserve the elevation and 
boldness characteristic of the ancient poetry. The actual 
transition of the uo<j>{a into the Hypostasis occurs in the book 
of Wisdom vii. 7-xi., where wisdom (manifestly under the in
fluence of the idea of the Platonic soul of the world, perhaps 
also of the Stoic conception of an all-pervading world-spirit) 
appears as a being of light proceeding essentially from God, 
-the true image of God, co-occupant of the divine throne, 
-a real and independent principle revealing God in the 
world (especially in Israel), and mediating between it and 
Him, after it has, as His organ, created the world, in asso-

1 See Rohricht in the Stud. u. Kl'it. 1868, p. 290 It 
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cintion with a spirit among whose many predicates µovo,yevl,; 1 

also is named, vii. 22. The divine AO"fO<; also appears again 
in the book of Wisdom, ix. 1, comp. ver. 2, but only in the 
0. T. sense of a poetically personified declaration of God's 
"ITill, either in blessing (xvi. 12, comp. Ps. cvii. 20) or in 
punishing (xviii. 15). See especially Grimm, in lace.; Bruch, 
Wcisheitslehre d. Hcbr. p. 3 4 7 ff. Comp. also Ecclus. xliii. 46. 
While, then, in the Apocrypha the Logos representation retires 
before the development of the idea of wisdom,2 it makes itself 
the more distinctly prominent in the Ghaldee Paraphrasts, 
especially Onkelos : see Gfrorer, Gesch. d. Urchristenth. I. 1, p. 
3 0 l ff. ; Winer, De Onkel. p. 44 f. ; Anger, De Onkel. II. 
1846. The Targums, the peculiarities of which rest on older 
traditions, exhibit the Word of God, N~'?'~ or N;~:::l"!, as the 
divinely revealing Hypostasis, identical with the i1f-?~ which 
was to be revealed in the Messiah. Comp. Schoettg. Hor. IT. 
p. 5 ; Bertholdt, Christal. p. 121. Thus there runs through 
the whole of Judaism, and represented under various forms 
( comp. especially the i1!i1~ :J~?I? in the 0. T. from Gen. xvi., 
Ex. xxiii downwards, frequently named, especially in Hosea, 
Zechariah, and Malachi, as the representative of the self-reveal
ing God), the idea that God never reveals Himself directly, 
but mediately, that is, does not reveal His hidden invisible 
essence, but only a manifestation of Himself (comp. especially 
Ex. xx.xiii 12-23); and this idea, modified however by Greek 
and particularly Platonic and Stoic speculation, became a main 
feature in the Judaeo-Alexandrine philosophy, as this is set forth 
in PHILO, one of the older contemporaries of Jesus. See espe
cially Gfrorer, I. 243 ff.; Dahne, Judisch-Alex. Religionsphil. 
I. 114 ff.; Grossmann, Quaestion. Philon., Lpz. 1829; Scheffer, 
Quaest. Phil. Marb. 1829, 18:H; Keferstein, Philo's Lehre von 
dein gottl. Mittelu:esen, Lpz. 1846; Ritter, Gesch. d. Philos. IV. 

1 Comp. vii. 25, where it is sa.id of wisdom, J.<roppo,a. .,.;;, .,..; <ra.,.,.o,.pri..-op•r lio(nr 
,;,_'"P"'';. Mo,o-yo•r should not ha.ve been rendered single (Bauerm., Lticke, 
Bruch, after the early writers), which it neither is nor is required to be by the 
merely formal contrast to .,,..,..,.,plr. This idea Bingle, as answering to the fol• 
lowing .,,..,..,.,p,r, would have been expressed. by l'•••!'•p•r (Luc. Valumn. 6). Even 
Grimm (exeget. Handb. p. 152) has now rightly abandoned this interpretation. 

2 Wisdom as appea.l'ing in Ohriat is mentioned in N. T. also, in Luke xi 40, 
comp. Matt. :ti. 19. 
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418 ff. ; Zeller, Pliilos. d. Griechen, III. 2 ; Lutterb. neut. 
Lehrbegr. I. 418 ff.; Miiller in Herzog's Encyld. XI. 484; 
Ewald, apost. Zcit. 257; Delitzsch in d. Lnther. Zeitschr. 
1863, ii. 219; Riehm, Hebr. Brief, p. 249; Keim, Gesch. J. 
I. 212. Comp. also Langen, d. Judenth. z. Zeit Christi, 18 6 7 ; 
Rohricht as formerly quoted. According to the intellectual 
development, so rich in its results, which Philo gave to the 
received Jewish doctrine of Wisdom, the Logos is the com
prehension or sum-total of all the divine energies, so far as 
these are either hidden in the Godhead itself, or have come 
forth and been disseminated in the world ('Xo,yor; <nrepµanKo,). 

As immanent in God, containing within itself the archetypal 
world, which is conceived as the real world - ideal (vo7JTo<; 
,coa-µor;), it is, while not yet outwardly existing, like the im
manent reason in men, the )-..o,yor; ev8ta.0ero<;; but when in 
creating the world it has issued forth from God, it answers 
to the Xo,yo<; 7rpocf>optKO<;, just as among men the word 
when spoken is the manifestation of thought. Now the Xo,yor; 
7rpocpoptKo<; is the comprehension or sum-total of God's active 
relations to the world; so that creation, providence, the com
munication of all physical and moral power and gifts, of all 
life,light, and wisdom from God, are its work, not being essen
tially different in its attributes and workings from a-ocp{a and 
the Divine Spirit itself. Hence it is the image of the God
head, the eldest and first-begotten (7rpea-/3v-raTo<;, 7rpoorc,yovo,) 
Son of God, the possessor of the entire divine fnlness, the 
Mediator between God and the world, the Xo,yo<; TDµEv<;, 01]µ£

ovp,yo<;, ap-x,iepev<;, iKET1J<;, 7rpea-/3euT~<;, the ap-x,a.,y,yeXo<;, the 
OeuTepo<; 0eor;, the substratum of all Theophanies, also the 
Messiah, though ideally apprehended only as a Theophany, 
not as a 'Concrete humanized personality; for an incarnation of 
the Logos is foreign to Philo's system (see Ewald, p. 284 ff.; 
Dorner, Entwickelwngsgesch. I. .50). There is no doubt that 
Philo has often designated and described the Logos as a 
Person, although, where he views it rather as immanent in 
God, he applies himself more to describe a power, and to pre
sent it as an attribute. There is, however, no real ground 
for inferring, with some (Keferst., Zeller), from this variation 
in his representation, that Philo's opinion wavered between 
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personality and impersonality; rather, as regr,rds the ques
tion of subsistence in its bearing upon Philo's Logos (see 
especially Dorner, Entwickelungsgesch. I. 21 ; Niedner, de sub
sistcntia T<tJ 01drp ;\oryrp apud Philon. tributa, in the Zeitsch. f. 
histoi·. Theol. 18 4 9, p. 3 3 7 ff. ; and Holernann, de evang. Joh. 
introitu, etc., p. 3 9 ff.), must we attribute to him no separation 
between the subsistence of God and the Logos, as if there 
came forth a Person distinct from God, whenever the Logos is 
described as a Person; but, "ea duo, in quibus cernitur Tou 

oVToc; "al ,wvTOc; 0Eou essentia s. deitas plenum esse per suam 
ipsius essentiam et implere cuncta hac sua essentia, primo 
diserte uni substantiae tribuuntui·, deinde distribuuntur, sed 
tantum inter essentiam et hujus actionem, quemadmodum 
nomina Tou 0Eou et Tou Mryou hujus ipsius dei" (Niedner). 
Accordingly, Philo's conception of the Logos resolves itself 
into the sum-total and full exercise of the divine energies ; so 
that God, so far as He reveals Himself, is called Logos, while 
the Logos, so far as he reveals God, is called God. That John 
owed his doctrine of the Logos-in which he represents the 
divine Messianic beiug as pre-existent, and entering into 
humanity in a human form-solely to the Alexandrine philo
sophy, is an assertion utterly arbitrary, especially considering 
the difference between Philo's doctrine and that of John, not 
only in general (comp. also Godet, I. 233), but also in respect 
to the subsistence of the Logos in particular.1 The form which 
John gave to his doctrine is understood much more natu
rally and historically thus, without by any means excludiug 
the influence of the Alexandrine Gnosis upon the apostle ; 
-that while the ancient popular wisdom of the Word of 
God, which (as we have above shown) carries us back to 
Gen. i. 1, is acknowledged to be that through which the 
idea of the Logos, as manifested in human form in Christ, 
was immediately suggested to him, and to which he appended 
and unfolded bis own peculiar development of this idea with 
all clearness and spiritual depth, according to the measure 
of those personal testimonies of his Lord which his memory 

l It tells also against it, that in John the name ).o-yor is undoubtedly derived 
from the divine speaking ( Word) ; in Philo, on the other hand, from the divine 
t.Jdnking (Recuon). See Hoelemann as before, p. 43 tL 
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,·ividly retaiued, he at the same time allowed the widespread 
Alexaudrine speculations, so similar in their origin and theme, 
to have due influence upon him, and used1 them in an inde
pendent manner to assist his exposition of the nature and 
working of the divine in Christ, fully conscious of their 
points of difference (among which must be reckoned the cos
mological dualism of Philo, which excluded any real incarna
tion, and made God to have created the world out of the v>v,,). 
Whether he adopted these speculations for the first time while 
dwelling in Asia Minor, need not be determined, although it 
is in itself very conceivable that the longer he lived in Asia, 
the more deeply did he penetrate into the Alexandrine theo
logoumenon which prevailed there, without any intermediate 
agency on the part of .Apollos being required for that end 
(Tobler). The doctrine is not, however, on account of this 
connection with speculations beyond the pale of Christendom, 
by any means to be traced back to a mere fancy of the day. 
The main truth in it (the idea of the Son of God and His 
incarnatiou) had, long before he gave it its peculiar form, been 
in John's mind the sole foundation of his faith, and the highest 
object of his knowledge; and this was no less the case with 
Paul and all the other apostles, though they did not formally 
adopt the Logos doctrine, because their idiosyncrasies and the 
conditions of their after development were different. That 
main truth in it is to be referred simply to Christ Himself, 
whose communications to His disciples, and direct influence 
upou them (i. 14), as well as His further revelations and 
leadings by means of the Spirit of truth, furnished them with 
the material which was afterwards made use of in their various 

1 Comp. Delitzsch, l.c., anJ Psvchol. p. 178 [E. T. pp. 210,211]; Beyschlag, 
Christol. d. N. 1'. p. 156 ; Keim, Gesch. J. I. p. 112 ff. If some attempt to 
deny the influence of the J udaeo-Alexandrine Gnosis on the Logos doctrine of 
John (Hoelemann, Weiss, J. Kostlin, Hengstenberg), they at the same time 
sever, though in the interests of apostolic dignity, its historical credibility from 
its connection with the circumstances of the time, ns well as the necessary pre
sumption of its intelligibility on the part of the readers of the Gospel. But it 
is exactly the noble simplicity and clearness of the Prologue which shows with 
what truly apostolic certainty John had experienced the influence of the specu• 
lations of his day, and was master of them, modifying, correcting, nnd utilizing 
them according to his own ideus. This is ulso in answer to Luthurdt, p. !WO, 
lt.lld Rohricht, l.c. 

E 
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modes of representation. This procedure is specially apparent 
also in John, whose doctrine of the divine and pre-existent 
nature of Christ, far removed from the influences of later 
Gnosticism, breaks away in essential points from the Alex
andrine type of doctrine, and moulds itself in a different 
shape, especially rejecting, in the most decided manner, all 
dualistic and docetic elements, and in general treating the 
form once chosen with the independence of an apostle. That 
idea of a revelation by God of His own essence, which took 
its rise from Gen. i, which lived and grew under various 
forms and names among the Hebrews and later Jews, but was 
moulded in a peculiar fashion by the Alexandrine philosophy, 
was adopted by John for the purpose of setting forth the 
abstract divinity of the Son,-thus bringing to light the reality 
which lies at the foundation of the Logos idea. Hence, 
according to J ohn,1 by o >..rryo~, which is throughout viewed 
by him (as is clear from the entire Prologue down to ver. 18) 2 

under the conception of a personal 3 subsistence, we must under
stand nothing else than the self-revelation of the divine essence, 
before all time immanent in God (comp. Paul, Col. i. 15 ff.), 
but for the accomplishment of the act of creation proceeding 
hypostatically from Him, and ever after operating even in the 
spiritual world as a creating, quickening, and illuminating 
personal principle, equal to God Himself in nature and glory 
( comp. Paul, Phil ii 6) ; which divine self-revelation appeared 

1 In the .Apocalypse also, chap. xi.x. 13, Christ is called the ,._,.,,.;, but (not 
eo in the Gosl-'el) a ,._,.,,., .-oii dioii. The writer of the .Apocalypse speaks ot the 
whole Person of the God-man in a different way from the evangelist,-in fact, 
as in His state of exaltation. (See Diisterdieck, z. Apok . .l!iinl. p. 75 ff.) But 
the passage is important against all interpretations which depart from the meta
physical view of the Logos above referred to. Comp. Gess, 11. d. Person Ohr. 
p. 115 ff. 

2 Comp. Worner, d. Verhaltn. d. Geistes zum Sohne Gottes, 1862, p. 24; also 
Baur, neutest. Theol. 352 ; Godet, l.c. 

3 That is, the subsistence as a conscious intelligent Ego, endued with voli
tion. Against the denial of this p1wsonal transcendency in John (De Wette, 
Beyschlag, and others), see in particular Kostlin, Lehrbegr. 90 ; Briickn. 7 f. ; 
Liebner, Cliristol. 155 f. ; Weiss, Lehrbegr. 242 f. When Dorner (Gesch. d. 
prot. Theol. 815 ff.) claims for the Son, indeed, a special divine mode of existence 
as His eternal characteristic, but at the same time denies Him e.ny direct partici
pation in the absolute divine personality, his limitation is exegetically opposed 
to the view of John and of the Apostle Paul 
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boday in the man Jesus, and accornplished the work ~f the 
redemption of the world. John fashions and determines his 
Gospel from beginning to end with this highest christological 
idea in his eye; this it is which constitutes the distinctive 
character of its doctrine. Comp. W eizsacker, ub. d. e1;ang. 
Gesch. pp. 241 ff., 297; also his Abh. ftberd. Joh. Logoslehre, in 
d. Jahrb. f D. Th. 1862, pp. 619 ff., 701 f. The Synoptics 
contain the fragments and materials, the organic combination 
and ideal formation of which into one complete whole is the 
pre-eminent excellence of this last and highest Gospel. Paul 
has the Logos, only not in name. -The second and third ~v 

is the copula; but ,ml o >..6,yo~·, as the repetition of the great 
subject, has a solemnity about it. - 1rpor; -rov 0eov] not 
simply equivalent to 1rapa -rrjJ 0e<ji, xvii. 5, but expressing, as 
in 1 John i 2, the existence of the Logos in God in respect of 
intercourse (Bernhardy, p. 2 6 5 ). So also in all other passages 
where it appears to mean simply with, Mark vi. 3, ix. 19; 
Matt. xiii. 56, xxvi 55; 1 Cor. xvi. 6, 7; Gal. i. 18, iv. 18; 
and in the texts cited in Fritzsche, ad Marc. p. 202.1 Upon 
the thing itself, comp. concerning Wisdom, Prov. viii 30, 
Wisd. ix. 4. The moral essence of this essential fellowship 
is love (xvii. 24; Col i. 13), with which, at the same time, 
any merely modalistic conception is excluded. - M:al 0eor; 
~v o >..o,yor;J and the Logos was God. This 0eor; can only be 
the predicate, not the subject (as Rohricht takes it), which 
would contradict the preceding ~v 1rpor; 'TOV 0eov, because the 
conception of the >..o,yor; would be only a periphrasis for God. 
The predicate is placed before the subject emphatically (comp. 
iv. 24), because the progress of the thought, "He was with 
God, and (not at all a Person of an inferior nature, but) pos
sessed of a divine nature," makes this latter-the new element 
to be introduced- the naturally and logically emphasized 
member of the new clause, on account of its relation to 1rpor; 

1 The expressions, in the language of the common people, in many districts 
are quite analogous : "he was with me," "he stays with you" (bei mich, bei 
uich), and the like. Comp. for the Greek, Kruger, § 68. 39. 4. - As against 
all impersonal conceptions of the Logos, observe it is never said i, .. ; d,;. 
Rohricht (p. 312), however, arrives at the meaning i, "3/ d,;, and by unwar
rantably comparing the very different usage of ,,,,,, takes exception to our 
explanation of ,,,,, .,.,, d,,,. 
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-rov 8€ov.1 The omission of the article was necessary, because 
0 8€0<; after the preceding 7rpo<; TOV 0eov would have assigned 
to the Logos identity of Person (as, in fact, Beyschlag, p. 162, 
construes 8€0<; without the art.). But so long as the question 
of God's self-mediation objectively remains out of considera
tion, o 8€0<; would have been out of place here, where 7rpoi; 
-rov 0€cv had laid down the distinction of Person ; whereas 
Bea<; without the article makes the unity of essence and nature 
to follow the distinction of Person.2 As, therefore, by 8€0<; 
without the article, John neither desires to indicate, on the 
one hand, identity of Person with the Father; nor yet, on 
the other, any lower nature than that which God Himself 
possesses : so his doctrine of the Logos is definitely dis
tinguished from that of Philo, which predicates Bear; with
out the article of the Logos in the sense of subordination 
in nature, nay, as he himself says, EV ,ca-raXP~CTEt (I. 655, ed. 
Mang.); see Hoelemann, I. 1, ·p. 34. Moreover, the name 
o OevTEpor; Bear;, which Philo gives to the Logos, must, accord
ing to II. 6 2 5 (Euse b. praep. ev. vii. 1 3), express} y designate 
an intermediate nature between God and man, after whose 
image God created man. This subordinationism, according 
to which the Logos is indeed µ,e0opio<; 'rt<; Beau q>VCTt<;, but TOll 

µ,ev El\.a'T"TWV, av0pw7T'DV Oe ,cpefrT(JJV (I. 6 8 3), is not that of the 
N. T., which rather assumes (comp. Phil. ii. 6, Col. i. 15, 16) 
the eternal unity of being of the Father and the Son, and 
places the subordination of the latter in His dependence on 
the Father, as it does the subordination of the Spirit in His 
dependence on the Father and the Son. 0€ar;, therefore, is 
not to be explained by help of Philo, nor is it to be con
verted into a general qualitative idea-" divine," " God-lilce" 
(B. Crusius),-which deprives the expression of the precision 
which, especially considering the strict monotheism of the N. T. 
(in John, see in particular xvii. 3), it must possess, owing 

1 There is something majestic in the way in which the description of the 
Logos, in the three brief but great propositions of ver. I, is unfolded with in• 
creasing fulness. 

2 "The last clause, the Word waB God, is against Arius; the other, tlie Wor1I 
WaB with God, against Sabellius. "-LVl'llEll. See also Thoruasius, Clir. Pera. 
,,. Werk, I. 83 ff. 
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to the conception of the personal Logos as a divine being. 
Comp. Schmid, bibl. Theol. II. 370. On Sam. Crell's con
jecture (Artemonii initium ev. Joh. ex antiquitate eccl. restitut. 
1726) that 0EOv is a mere anti-trinitarian invention, see 
Bengel, Appar. crit. p. 214 ff. 

Ver. 2 again emphatically combines the first and second 
clauses of ver. 1, in order to connect with them the work of 
creation, which was wrought by the Xcryor;.1 In this way, 
however, the subject also of the third clause of ver. 1 is 
included in and expressed by ovTo<;. On this ouTor;-to 
which, then, 1ravTa standing at the beginning of ver. 3 signi
ficantly conesponds-lies the emphasis in the continuation 
of the discourse. In ver. 2 is given the necessary premiss 
to ver. 3; for if it was this sctme Logos, and no othe1· than He, 
who Himself was God, who lived in the beginning in fellow
ship with God, and consequently when creation began, the 
whole creation, nothing excepted, must have come into existence 
thi-ough Him. Thus it is assumed, as a self-evident middle 
term, that God created the world not immediately, but, accord
ing to Gen. i., through the medium of the Word. 

Ver. 3. IIavTa] "grande verbum, quo mitndits, i.e. uni
versitas rerum factarum denotatur, ver. 1 0," Bengel. Comp. 
Gen. i.; Col. i. 16 ; Heb. i. 2. Quite opposed to the context 
is the view of the Socinians : " the moral creation is meant." 
Comp. rather Philo, de Cheriib. I. 16 2, where the Xo"lor; appears 
as the OP"/avov i,' ov (comp. 1 Cor. viii. 6) 1CaTEUICEVau017 (o 
,couµor;). The further speculations of Philo concerning the 
relation of the Xo"lo<; to the creation, which however are not 
to be imputed to John, see in Hoelemann, l.c. p. 36 ff. John 
?night have written Ta 1ravm (with the article), as in 1 Cor. 
viii. 6 and Col. i. 16, but he was not obliged to do so. 
Comp. Col i 17, John iii. 35. For his thought is "all" 
(unlimited), whereas Ta 1ravTa would express "the whole of 
what actually exists." - ,cat x.wpt<; avTov, ,c,T.X.] an em
phatic parallelism1is antitheticiis, often occurring in the classics 
(Dissen, ad Dem. de Cor. p. 2 2 8 ; Maetzner, ad A ntiph. p. 
15 7), in the N. T. throughout, and especially in John (vcr. 
20, x. 28; 1 John ii. 4, 27, al.). We are not to suppose 

1 Who accordingly now worked as J..,y,, "'f•f!•p1¥0,, 
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that by this negative reference John meant to exclude (so 
Lucke, Olshausen, De W ette, Frommann, Maier, Baeumlein) 
the doctrine of a iJX.71 having an extra-temporal existence 
(Philo, l.c.), because E"(eveTo and "/€"{ovev describe that which 
exists only since the creation, as having come into existence, 
and therefore iJX.71 would not be included in the conception. 
John neither held nor desired to oppose the idea of ihe fl">--11 ; 
the antithesis has no polemical design-not even of an anti
gnostic kind-to point out that the Logos is raised above the 
series of Aeons (Tholuck); for though the world of spirits is 
certainly included in the 7ravTa and the ovoe ev, it is not 
specially designated (comp. Col. i 16). How the Valentinians 
had already referred it to the Aeons, see in Iren. Haer. i. 8. 
5 ; Hilgenfeld, d. Ev. u. d. Briefe Joh. p. 3 2 ff. - o v o e e v] 
ne unum quidem, i.e. prorsus nihil, more strongly emphatic 
than ovUv. Comp. 1 Cor. vi. 5 ; see Stallbaum, ad Plat. 
Sympos. p. 214 D; Kuhner, ad Xen . .,lfem. i. 6. 2. As to 
the thing itself, comp. Philo, II. p. 225: o~• ov uvµ,'TT'a<; o 
,couµo<; lo71µtovp"(€£TO. - & ryeryovev] Perfect: what has come 
into being, and now is. Comp. (,cTtuTat, Col. i 16. This 
belongs to the emphatic fulness of the statement (Bornemann, 
Schol. in Luc. p. xx..x:vii), and connects itself with what pre
cedes. The very ancient connection of it with what .follows 
(C. D. L. Verss., Clem. .Al., Origen, and other Greeks, Hera
cleon, Ptolemaeus, Philos. Orig. v. 8, Latin Fathers, also Augus
tine, Wetst., Lachm., Weisse), by putting the comma after 
either rye"(. or avTrj, (so already the Valentinians),1 is to bE: 
rejected, although it would harmonize with John's manner of 
carrying forward the members of his sentences, whereby" ex 
proximo membro sumitur gradus sequentis" (Erasmus); but 
in other respects it would only be J ohannean if the comma 

1 " Whatever originated in Him (self) is life." The latter is Raid to be the 
Zoe, which with the Logos formed one Syzygy. Hilgenfeld regards this view 
ns correct, ill connection with the assumption of the later Gnostic origin of the 
Gospel. But the construction is false as regards the words, because neither 
in, nor ,-yf,i.-o stands in the passage ; and false also as regards the thought, 
because, according to vv. 1-3, a prineiple of life cannot have first originated 
in the Logos, but must have exuited from the very beginning. Even Bunsen 
(Hypo!. II. 291, 357) erroueously prefe11"ed the punctuation of the Alexand1·ines 
anti GuostiCll. 
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were placed after ,ye,y. (so also Lachm.). The ground of 
rejection lies not in the ambiguity of ,w~, which cannot 
surprise us in John, but in this, that the perfect "fE"fOVEV, as 
implying continuance, would have logically required luTL in
stead of -ijv after ,w~ ; to -ijv not "fE"fOVEv but E"fEVETo would 
have been appropriate, so that the sense would have been : 
"what came into existence had in Him its ground or source 
of life." 

Ver. 4. An advance to the nature of the Logos1 as life, and 
thereby as l-igkt. -lv ainrj, '"'~ -ijv] in Him was life, He 
was 'TT'1J"f~ ,w.;,~ (Philo). Life was that which existed in Him, 
of which He was full. This must be taken in the most com
prehensive sense, nothing that is life being excluded, physical, 
moral, eternal life (so already Chrysostom),-all life was con
tained in the Logos, as in its principle and source. No limi
tation of the conception, especially as ,w~ is without the 
article (comp. v. 26), has any warrant from the context; 
hence it is not to be understood either merely of physical life, 
so far as it may be the sustaining power (B. Crusius, comp. 
Chrysostom, Euthymius Zigabenus, Calvin), or of spirit11,al 
and eternal life,-of the Johannean sw~ alwvto~ (Origen, Mal
donatus, Lampe, Kuinoel, Kostlin, Hengstenberg, Weiss), where 
Hengstenberg drags in the negative notion that the creature 
was excluded from life until Christ was manifested in the 
flesh, and that down to the time of His incarnation He had 
only been virtually life and light. - ,ea~ ;, ,w~, ,c,T.X.] and 
the life, of which the Logos was the possessor, was the light of 
men. The exposition then passes over from the universal to 
the relation of the Logos to mankind; for, being Himself the 
universal source of life to the world made by Him, He was 
as such unable to remain inactive, least of all with respect 
to men, but shows Himself as operating upon them con
formably to their rational and moral nature, especially as the 
light, according to the necessary connection of life and light 

1 The Logos must necessarily be taken as in vv. 1-3, but not from 'l"er. 4 
onwards in Hofmann's sense, as no longer a person but n thing, viz. the Gospel, 
us Rohricht (p. 315) maintains, WI if the verbum vocale were now o. desii;nation 
of Christ, who is the bearer of it. No such change of meaning is indico.ted i11 
the text, a.nd it only brings confusion into the clear advance of the thought. 



72 THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, 

in opposition to death and darkness. (Comp. viii. 12 ; Ps. 
xxxvi. 10; Eph. v. 14; Luke i. 78, 79.) The light is truth 
pu1·e and divine, theoretical and moral (both combined by an 
inner necessity, and not simply the former, as Weiss main
tains), the reception and appropriation of which enlightens the 
man (vw<; c/>wTo<;, xii. 36), whose non-appropriation and non
acceptance into the consciousness determines the condition of 
darkness. The Life was the Light of men, because in its 
working upon them it was the necessary determining power 
of their illumination. Comp. such expressions as those in 
xi. 25, xiv. 6, xvii 3. Nothing as yet is said of the working 
of the Logos after Hi,s incarnation (xiv. 6), but (observe the 
~v) that the divine truth in that primeval time came to man 
from the Logos as the source of life ; life in Him was for 
mankind the actively communicating principle of the divine 
aA.~0Eia, in the possession of which they lived in that fair morn
ing of creation, before through sin darkness had broken in upon 
them. This reference to the time when man, created after 
God's image, remained in a state of innocency, is necessarily 
required by the ~v, which, like the preceding ~v, must refer to 
the creation-period indicated in ver. 3. But we are thus at 
the same time debarred from understanding, as here belonging 
to the enlightening action of the Logos, God's revelations to 
the Hebrews and later Jews (comp. Isa. ii. 5), by the pro
phets, etc. (Ewald), or even from thinking of the elements of 
moral and religious truth to be found in heathendom (A-oeyo,; 
,nrEpµ,an,co<;). In that fresh, untroubled primeval age, when 
the Logos as the source of life was the Light of men, the 
antithesis of light and darkness did not yet exist; this tragic 
antithesis, however, as John's readers knew, originated with 
the fall, and had continued ever after. There follows, there
fore, after a fond recalling of that fair bygone time (ver. 4), 
the painful and mournful declaration of the later and still en
during relation (ver. 5), where the light still shines indeed, but 
in darkness,-a darkness which had not received it. If that 
reference, however, which is to be kept closely in view, of ~v 
to the time of the world's creation, and also this representation 
of the onward movement of our narrative, be correct, it cannot 
also be explained of the cont·imtoits (ver. 17) creative activity 
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of the Logos, through which a consciousness and recognition of 
the highest truth have been developed among men (De W ette); 
and just as little may we find in To cpw, T, a1J0p. what belongs 
to the Logos in His essence only, in which case the reading 
Ea-Ti would (against Bruckner) be more appropriate; comp. 
<pWTLt€£, ver. 9. As in ev avT<j, tw;, ~v. so also by ~v TO q,wc; T. 

uv0p. must be expressed what the Logos was in His historical 
activity, and not merely what He was virtually (Hengstenberg;. 
Comp. Godet, who, however, without any hint from the text, 
or any historical appropriateness wl1atever, finds in "life and 
light" a reminiscence of the trees of life and of knowledge in 
Paradise. 

Ver. 5. Relation of the light to the darkness. - ,cal, TO 

cf>w,] and the light shineth ;1 not "and thus, as the light, the 
Logos shineth" (Li.icke). The discourse steadily progresses 
link by link, so that the preceding predicate becomes the snb
ject.-q,alv£,] Present, i.e. uninterruptedly from the beginning 
'until now; it embraces, therefore, the illuminating activity 
of the ),.,oryo, &a-ap,co,2 and lva-ap,coc;. As it is arbitrary to 
supply the idea of" still present" (Weiss), so also is its limita
tion to the revelations by the prophets of the 0. T., which 
would make cf>alv££ merely the descriptive praesens historicmn 
(De W ette ). For the assumption of this, however, in connection 
with pure preterites there is no warrant; comp. rather q,wTit;H, 
ver. 9. According to Ewald, Jahrb. V. 194 (see his Johann. 
Sehr. I. 121), cpalv££ represents as present the time in which 
the Light, which since the creation had enlightened men only 
from afar, had now suddenly come down into the world, which 
without it is darkness, and was shining in the midst of this 
darkness. An antithetic relation is thus assumed (" only frorri 
afar,-but now suddenly in the midst") which has no support 

1 tpa.l,11, lucet, not interchangeable with tp,z/,.,,.,,,, which means apparel. See 
on Phil. ii. 15. Godet"s criticism of the distinction is eJToneous. 

2 Godet thinks that the law written in the heart, the light of conscience, is 
meant (Rom. ii. 14), which the Logos makes use of; and this His relation to 
e.11 mankind is essentie.l e.nd perm11nent. But this would be utterly in11dequate 
to the fulness of meaning expressed by tpZs, especio.lly in its nntithesis to ,,,. • .,.;,,,. 
The ip;;, shines e.s divine light before Christ (by revelntion and prophecy), and 
after Him. It is supernatural, heavenly. Comp. l John ii. 8. 'l'here is no 
mention here of the :>,.,,yo, ,,.,,.,pp.n,xos, 
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in the present tense alone, without some more distinct intima
tion in the text. The stress, moreover, is not on <f,a{vei, but 
the (tragic) emphasis is laid on the ev ry u,cortq,, which with 
this object precedes it. It is the continuation of the discourse, 
ver. 7 ff., which first leads specially to the action of the Incar
nate One (this also against Hengstenb.). - The u,coTla is the 
negation and opposite of the <f,w,, the condition and order 
of things in which man does not possess the divine aX~0eia, 
but has become the prey of folly, falsehood, and sin, as a god
less ruling power, with all its misery. Here the abstract term 
" darkness," as the element in which the light shines, denotes 
not the individual snbject of darkness (Eph. v. 8), but, as the 
context requires, that same totality which had been pre
viously described by rwv av0p,:nrwv, consequently mankind in 
general, in so far as in and for themselves they have since 
the fall been destitute of divine truth, and have become cor
rupt in understanding and will. Melancthon well says," genus 
hurnanum oppressum peccato vocat tenebras." Frommann 
is altogether mistaken in holding that u,cor{a differs in the 
two clauses, and means (1) humanity so far as it yet lay 
beyond the influence of the light, and (2) humanity so far as 
it was opposed thereto. But Hilgenfeld is likewise in error, 
when, out of a different circle of ideas, he imports the notion 
that "light and darkness are primeval opposites, which did 
not first originate with the fall;" see on viii. 44. - ov ,care
Xa,Bev] apprehended it not, took not possession of it; it was not 
appropriated by the darkness, so that thereby the latter might 
have become light, but remained aloof and alien to it. Comp. 
Phil iii. 12, 13, 1 Cor. ix. 24, and especially Rom. ix. 30; 
also expressions like KaTaXaµ.,B. uo<f,lav, Ecclus. xv. 1, 7. The 
explanation apprehended, i.e. e,yvw, ver. 10 (Eph. iii. 18; Acts 
x. 34, iv. 13; Plato, Phaedr. p. 250 D; Phil. p. 16 D; Polyb. 
viii. 4. 6), is on one side arbitrarily narrowing, on another 
anticipatory, since it foists in the individual subjects of the 
u,coT{a, which is conceived of as a realm. It is erroneous 
to interpret, as Origen, Chrysostom, Theophylact, Euthymius 
Zigabenus, Bos., Schulthess, Hoelemann, p. 60, also Lange: 
"The darkness did not hem it in, oppress it; it was invincible 
before it." Linguistically this is allowable (see Schweighai.iser; 
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Lex. Herod. II. p. 18), but it nowhere so occurs in the N. T., 
and is here opposed to the parallels, vv. 10, 11. - Observe 
that ov ,caTeM/3€v, which presupposes no Gnostic absolutism, 
but freedom of moral self-determination (comp. vv. 11, 12), 
reflects the phenomenon as a whole, and indeed as it presented 
itself to John in kistory and experience ; hence the aorist. 
Comp. iii. 19. 

Ver. 6. In the painful antithesis of ver. 5 which pervades 
the entire Gospel, was included not merely the pre-human 
relation of the Logos to mankind, but llis relation thereto 
after His incarnation likewise (see on <f>a{vei). This latter is 
now more minutely unfolded as far as ver. 11, and indeed in 
such a way that John, to strengthen the antithesis, adduces 
first the testimony of the Baptist (vv. 6-8) to the Light, on the 
ground of which he then designates the Logos as the true 
Light (ver. 9); and finally, thus prefaced, makes the antithesis 
(vv. 10, 11) follow with all the more tragic effect. The 
mention of John's testimony here in the Prologue is not there
fore a mere confirmation of the reality of the appearance of 
the Logos (Bruckner), which the statements of vv. 9, 10 did 
not require ; still less is it a pressing forwards of the thought 
to the beginning of the Gospel history (De Wette), nor even 
the representation of the idea of the first intervention in the 
antithesis between light and darkness (Baur), nor "an illus
trious exception" (Ewald) to the preceding ~ uKoTia, K.T.A.; 

but introducing a new paragraph, and therefore beginning 
without a particle, it forms a historical preparation, answering 
to what was actually the fact, for that non-recognition and 
1·rjection (vv. 10, 11) which, in spite of that testimony of the 
Baptist, the light shining in the darkness had experienced. 
Ver. 15 stands to ver. 7 in the relation of a particular definite 
statement to the general testimony of which it is a part. -
eryevETo] not there was (~v, iii 1), but denoting the appearing, 
the historical manifestation. See on Mark i. 4 ; Luke i 5 ; 
Phil. ii. 7. Hence not with Chrys. : E,YfV€TO a'TT'EUTaXµ,e
vo~ avTl, Toii a,recrraX11; which Hengstenberg repeats. -
Observe in what follows the noble simplicity of the narrative: 
we need not look out for any antithetical reference (eryeveTo -
&v0pr,nro~ - a'TT'ECTT. ,r, 0eoii) to ver. 1 (B. Crusius, Luthardt, 
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and o1der expositors). With a'TT'EtT-ra}.,µ,. 'TT'. BEou, comp. iii. 
28; J\fal. iii. 1, 23. Description of the true propliet; comp. 
also Luke iii. 2, 8. 

Ver. 7. E z., µ,apTVplav] to bear witness; for John testified 
what had been prophetically made known to him by divine 
revelation respecting the Light which had come in human 
form. Comp. ver. 33. - rva 'TT'CLVTE<;, IC.T.X.] Purpose of the 
µ,aprnp~IT'[l, final end of the ,jX0EV. - 'TT'ttTTEVIT.] i.e. in the 
light; comp. vv. 8, 9, xii. 36. - ot' av-rou] by means of 
John, so far as he by his witness-bearing was the medium of 
producing faith : "and thus John is a servant and guide to the 
Light, which is Christ" (Luther); not by means of the light 
(Grotius, Lampe, Semler), for here it is not faith in God 
( 1 Pet. i 21) that is spoken of. 

Ver. 8. ,jv is emphatic, and is therefore placed in the front: 
he was not the Light, but he was to bear witness of the Light ; 
and hence, in the second clause, µ,ap-rvp~IT'[l emphatically 
takes the lead. The object of making this antithesis pro
minent is not controversy, nor has it the slightest reference 
to the disciples of John (see the Introduction), but to point 
out1 the true position of the Baptist in face of the historical 
fact, that when he first appeared, men took him for the Messiah 
Himself (comp. ver. 20; Luke iii. 15), so that his witness 
shall appear in its proper historical aspect. Comp. Cyril. -
aX:>..' Zva, ,c,-r.X.] From what precedes, we must understand 
,jX8Ev before Zva ; a rapid hastening away to the main thought 
( comp. ix. 3, xiii. 18, xv. 2 5 ; 1 John ii. 19 ; Fritzsche, ad 
Matt. 840 f.; Winer, p. 297 [E.T. p. 398]); not imperative 
(De Wette), nor dependent upon ,jv (Li.icke, Lange, Godet): 
not the latter, because eZvat, Zva (instead of ek -ro), even if it 
were linguistically possible, is here untenable on account of 
the emphasis placed upon the ,jv; while to take ,jv in the sense 
of aderat, as again understood before Zva (Godet), would be 
ruore forced and arbitrary than to supply ,j:X.0ev from ver. 7. 

Ver. 9. For the correct apprehension of this verse, we must 

t Not: to bring more fully to light the greatness of CJ1rist, tl1rough the 
6t1bordination to Him of the greatest men and prophets, as Hengstenb. asserts. 
Iu this case John ought to have been descri!Jed according to his own greatne!ill 
1t11tl. rank, and not simply as in ver. 6, 
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observe, (1) that ~v has the main emphasis, and therefore is 
placed at the beginning: (2) that .,.?, cpwi; 'To a"A.ri0. cannot 
be the predicate, but must be the subject, because in ver. 8 
another was the subject; consequently without a 'TovTo, or 
some such word, there are no grounds for supposing a subject 
not expressed: (3) that Jpxoµ,. €[<; 'T6V 1toap.ov (with Origen, 
Syr., Copt., Euseb., Chrys., Cyril., Epiph., Nonnus, Theovhyl., 
Euth. Zig., It., Vulg., Augustine, Erasmus, Luther, Beza, 
Calvin, Aret., and most of the early expositors1) can only be 
connected with 'TT'av'Ta av0p(l)7r0V, not with ~v i because when 
John was bearing witness the Logos was already in the world 
(ver. 26), not simply then came into the world, or was abo1tt to 
come, or had to come. We should thus be obliged arbitrarily 
to restrict EPX· fli; 'T. 1touµ,. to His entrance upon His public 
'ministry, as Grotius aheady did (from whom Calovius differs), 
and because the order of the words does not suggest the con
necting of ~v with Jpxoµ,. ; rather would the prominence given 
to ~v, and its wide separation from Jpxoµ,., be without any 
reason. Hence the connection by the early church of Jpxoµ,. 
with 'TT'. l1,v0p. is by no means to be regarded, with Hilgenfeld, 
as obsolete, but is to be retained,-to be explained, however, 
thus : " The true Light was existing, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world." This, together with the following 
Jv 'T't) 1touµ,cp ~v onwards to E"f€11€To, serves, by preparing the 
way, to strengthen the portentous and melancholy antithesis, 
Kal. o 1touµ,. av'T61/ OV1' €"fll(I). The usual objection that Jpxoµ,. 
fii; .,._ "·• when referred to 7ra.11Ta d.v0p., is a superfluous by
clause, is inept. There is such a thing as a solemn redun
dance, and that we have here, an epic .fulness of words. Hence 
we must reject (1) the usual interpretation by the older 
writers (before Grotius), with whom even Kaeuffer sides: 
"He (or even that, namely 'To cpw,) was the true Light which 
lighteth all men who come into this world" (Luther), against 
which we have already remarked under (1) and (2) above; 
again, (2) the construction ·which connects Jpxoµ,. with if.iwi; 
as an accompanying definition (so probably Theod. Mopsu.; 
some in Augustine, de pecc. rncr. et rem. i. 2 5 ; Castalio, 

1 So of late Paulus also, and Klee, Kaeufler in the Scichs. Stud. 1844, p. 
116, Hoelemann, ancl Goclet. 
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Vatablus, Grotius ; Schott, Opusc. I. p. 14 ; :Maier) : " He was 
the true Light, which was at that time to come into the wo1'ld;" 1 

also, (3) the connecting of ~v with epxoµ,evov, so as to inter
pret it either in a purely historical sense (Bleek, Kostlin, B. 
Crusins, Lange, Hengstenberg: "He came," with reference to 
Mal. iii. 1; and so already Bengel); or relatively, as De Wette, 
Li.icke: "when John had appeared to bear witness of Him, 
even then came the true Light into the world," comp. Hauff in 
the Stud. u. K1·it. 1846, p. 575; or as future, of Him who 
was soon to appear: ventu1·um erat (Rinck, Tholuck), according 
to Luthardt (comp. Baeuml): "it had been determined of God 
that He should come ; " or more exactly, of an unfulfilled state 
of things, still present at that present time: "It was coming" 
(Hilgenfeld, Lehrbegr. p. 51 2); and according to Ewald, who 
attaches it to vv. 4, 5 : "It was at that time always coming 
into the wodd, so that every human being, if he had so wished, 
might have let himself be guided by Him;" comp. Keim: 
" He was continually coming into the world." As to details, 
we have further to remark : ~v] aderat, as in vii. 3 9 and 
often ; its more minute definition follows in ver. 10 : iv T<fJ 
,coa-µ,rp ~v. The Light was already there (in Jesus) when John 
bore witness of Him, ver. 26. The reference of vv. 9-13 to 
the working of the Logos before His incarnation (Tholuck, 
Olshausen, Baur, also Lange, Leben J. III. p. 1806 ff.) entirely 
breaks down before vv. 11-13, as well as before the com
parison of the Baptist with the Logos, which presupposes the 
personal manifestation of the latter ( comp. also ver. 15) ; and 
therefore Baur erroneously denies that there is any distinction 
made in the Prologue between the working of the Logos before 
Christ and in Christ. Comp. Bleek in the Stud u. Krit. 1833, 

1 The interpretation of Schocttgen, Semler, Moras, Rosenmiiller, as if instead 
of !px)f', we had ;,,._o,,, is quite erroneous. Luthcr's explanation down to 1527 
was better : " through His ad vent into this world." 

2 That is, during the time before His baptism ; the man Jesus (according 
to the Valentinian Gnosis) did not become the organ of the Logo~ until His 
baptism, and accordingly through that rite the Logos first came into the world. 
'l'he birth of Jesus was only introductory to that coming. Briickner, while re
jecting this importation of Gnosticism, agrees in other respects with Hilgenfeld. 
- Philippi (der Eiugang d. Joh. Ev. p. 89): "He was to come, according to the 
promi8eJ1 of the O. T. ;'' and ver. 10 : "These promises ha.d now received their 
fulfilment." 
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p. 414 ff. -To aX?'}0tvov] Because it was neither John nor 
any other, but the true, gemiine, archetypal Light, which cor
responds to the idea-the idea of the light realized.1 Comp. 
iv. 23, 37, vi. 32, vii. 28, xv. 1. See, generally, Schott, 
Opusc. I. p. 7 ff.; Frommann, Lehrbegr. p. 130 ff.; Kluge in 
the Jahrb. f D. Th. 1866, p. 333 ff.; also Hoelernann, l.c., p. 
63, who, however, supposes an antithesis, which is without 
any support from the connection, to the cosmic light (Gen. i.). 
- ci cpc,JTt,ei 7raVTa &v0p.] a characteristic of the true 
light; it illumines eve1·y one. This remains true, even though, 
as a matter of fact, the illumination is not received by many 
(see on Rom. ii. 4), so that every one does not really become 
what he could become, a child of light, cpw,; EV ,cvp{qJ, Eph. v. 8. 
The relation, as a matter of experience, resolves itself into this : 
"quisquis illuminatur, ab hac luce illuminatur," Bengel; comp. 
Luthardt. It is not this, however, that is expressed, but the 
essential relation as it exists on the part of the Logos.2 Bengel 
well says: "numerus singiilaris magnam hie vim habet." 
Comp. Col. i. 15; Rom. iii. 4.-Epxoµevov el,; T. Ko<Tµov] 
every man coming into the world; rightly without the article ; 
comp. 2 John 7. The addition of the predicative clause gives 
emphatic prominence to the conception of 7ravrn. There is no 
need to compare it with the Rabbinic c?lll~ ll(i::l (see Lightfoot 
and Schoettgen). Comp. xvi. 21, and see on xviii. 37. 

Ver. 10. What here follows is linked on to the preceding 
by EV T<p Koo-µcp ~v, following upon el,; T, Koo-µ. This is a 
fuller definition of the emphatic ~v of ver. 9 : "It was in the 
world," viz. in the person of Jesus, when John was bearing 
witness. There is no mention here of its continual presence 
in humanity (B. Crusius, Lange), nor of the "lumiere innee" 
(Godet) of every man; see on ver. 5. The repetition of Koa-µo,; 

three times, where, on the last occasion, the word has tho 

1 In the classics, see Plato, Pol. i. p. 347 D (.-; :,,,., ~:i.nl,,,,), vi. p. 499 C; 
Xen . .Anab. i. 9. 17; Oec. x. 3 ; Dem. 113. 27, 1248. 22; Theocrit. 16 
(Anthol.); Pindar, Ol. ii. 201; Polyb. i. 6. 6, et al. Riick., .Abendm. p. 266, 
enoneously says, "the word seldom occurs in the clo.ssics." It ill especially 
common in Plato, and among later writers in Polybius. 

i Luther: " Of what avail is it that the clear sun shines and lightens, if I 
shut my eyes and will not see his light, or creep away from it beneath the 
earth¥" Comp. o.lso Delitzsch, Psycl1ol. p. 348 (E. T. p. 410]. 
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n~rrower sense of the world of 1nankind, gives pi·ominence to 
the mournful antithesis; Buttm. neut. Gr. p. 341 [E. T. p. 
39S].-~v] not pluperfect ("It had been already always in 
the world, but was not recognised by it"), as Herder, Tholuck, 
Olshausen, and Klee maintain, but like ~v in ver. 9. - "a£ 
o ((O<Fµor; oi' avTOV lryev.] Further preparation, by way of 
climax, for the antithesis with reference to ver. 3. If the 
Light was in the world, and the world was •made by it, the 
latter could and ought all the more to have recognised the 
former: it conld, because it needed only not to close the inner 
eye against the Light, and to follow the impulse of its original 
necessary moral affinity with the creative Light; it ought, 
because the Light, shining within the world, and having even 
given existence to the world, could demand that recognition, 
the non - bestowal of which was ingratitude, originating in 
culpable delusion and moral obduracy. Comp. Rom. i. 19 ff. 
We need not attach to the "at, which is simply conjunctive, 
either the signification althongh (Kuinoel, Schott), nor the 
force of the relative (which was made by it, Bleek). - avTov] 
the Logos, which is identified with the Light, which is being 
spoken of as its possessor, according to vv. 4 ff.; avTou was 
still neuter, but the antithesis passes over into the masculine, 
because the object which was not recognised was this very 
personal manifestation of the Logos.-With regard to the last 
,ea{, observe: "cum vi pronuntiandum est, ut saepe in senten
tiis oppositionem continentibus, ubi frustra fuere qni "afro, 
requirerent," Stallbaum, ad Plat. Apol. p. 29 B. Comp. Har
tung, Partikell. p. 147. Very often in John. 

Ver. 11. More particular statement of the contrast. Observe 
the gradual ascent to still greater definiteness: ~v, ver. 9; lv -rrp 
((to-µrp 17v, ver. 10; elr; Td. rs,a 17'A.0e, ver. 11.-elr; Td. to,a] to 
His own possession, is, with Erasmus, Luther, Beza, Calvin, 
Bengel, Lampe, and many expositors, also Lucke, Tholuck, 
Bleek, Olshausen, De W ette, B. Crusius, Maier, Frommann, 
Kostlin, Hilgenfeld, Luthardt, Ewald, Hengstenberg, Godet, 
and most interpreters, to be explained of the Jewish people as 
specially belonging to the Messiah (Ecclus. xxiv. 7 ff.), as they 
are called in Ex. xix. 5, Deut. vii. 6, Ps. cxxxv. 4, Isa. xxxi. 
9, Jehovah's possession; from Israel salvation was to spread 
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over all the world (iv. 22; Matt. viii. 12; Rom. i. 16). This 
interpretation is required by the onward progress of the dis
course, which by the use of ~'A.0e excludes any reference to 
the world (Corn. a Lapide, Kuinoel, Schott. Reuss, Keim), 
as was proposed along with this by Cbrysostom, Ammonius, 
Theophylact, Euth. Zig., and conjoined with it by Augustine 
and many others. "He was in the world;" and now follows 
His historical advent, " He came to His ovm possession." There
fore the sympathy of God's people, who were His own people, 
should have led them to reach out the hand to Him. - o i 
to,o,] the Jews. ?rapeXa,8ov] they received Him not, i.e. not 
as Him to whom they peculiarly belonged. Comp. Matt. i. 
20, xxiv. 40, 41; Herod. i. 154, vii. 106; Plato, Soph. p. 
218 B. Observe that the special guilt of Israel appears still 
greater (oil ?rape"A.a,8ov, they despised Him) than the general 
guilt of mankind (oil" l,yvw). Comp. the ovtC ~0e),.,~uaTE of 
Matt. xxiii. 37; Rom. x. 21. In the negative form of ex
pression (vv. 10, 11) we trace a deeply elegiac and mournful 
strain. 

Ver. 12. The mass of the Jews rejected Him, but still not 
all of them. Hence, in this fuller description of the relation 
of the manifested Logos to the world, the refreshing light is 
now (it is otherwise in ver. 5) joyfully recognised and placed 
over against the shadow. - f),.,a,8 ov] He came, they received 
Him, did not reject Him. Comp. v. 43; Soph. Phil. 667, 
iowv Te ,ea! A.a,8wv cf,iAov.-The nominative DUO£ is emphatic, 
and continues independent of the construction that follows. 
See on Matt. vii. 24, x. 14, xiii. 12, xxiii. 16; Acts vii. 40. 
- «/fovutav] neither dignity, nor advardage (Erasmus, Beza, 
Flacins, Rosenmi.i.ller, Semler, Kuinoel, Schott), nor even pos
sibility (De Wette, Tholuck), nor capability (Hengstenberg, 
Bruckner), fully comes up to the force of the word,1 but He 
gave the1n f,ill power (comp. v. 27, xvii. 2). The rejection of 
the Logos when He came in person, excluded from the attain
ment of that sacred condition of fitness-received through 
Him-for entering into the relationship of children of God, 
they only who received Him in faith obtained through Him 
this warrant, this title (t!mTpo?r~ voµou, Plato, De.fin. p. 415 B). 

1 Comp. Godet : "il ks n 11liB en position." 
JI' 
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It is, however, an an·angernent in the gracious decree of Cod; 
neither a claim of right on man's part, nor any internal ability 
(Li.icke, who compares 1 John v. 20; also Lange),-a meaning 
which is not in the word itself, nor even in the connection, 
since the commencement of that filial relationship, which is 
the consummation of that highest theocratic l~ov(j{a, is con
ceived as a being born, ver. 13, and therefore as passive (against 
B. Crusius). - Tf,cva 0fov] Christ alone is the Son of God, 
manifested as such from His birth, the µ,ovoryfv~r;. Believers, 
from their knowledge of God in Christ (xvii. 3), become chil
dren of God, by being born of God (comp. iii. 3; 1 John iii. 
9), i.e. through the moral transformation and renewal of their 
entire spiritual nature by the Holy Ghost; so that now the 
divine element of life rules in them, excludes all that is 
ungodly, and permanently determines the development of this 
moral fellowship of nature with God, onwards to its future 
glorious consummation (1 John iii. 2; John xvii. 24). See also 
1 John iii. 9 and 1 Pet. i. 2 3. It is thus that John represents 
the idea of filial relationship to God, for which he always uses 
TlKva from the point of view of a spiritual genesis ; 1 while Paul 
apprehends it from the legal side (as adoption, Rom. viii. 15 ; 
Gal iv. 5), regarding the spiritual renewal connected therewith 
(regeneration), the ,cawoT7J'i tc.,-ijr; (Rom. vi. 4), as a new creation 
(2 Cor. v. 17; Gal. vi. 15), a moral resurrection (Rom. vi.), 
and the like; while the Synoptics (comp. also Rom. viii. 23) 
make the vio0f(jta appear as first commencing with the king
dom of the Messiah (see on Matt. v. 9, 45; Luke vi. 35), as 
conditioned, however, by the moral character. There is no 

1 Hilgenfeld, indeed, will have it that those spoken of are already regarded 
as originally .-,,.,., Dioii (comp. iii. 6, viii. 44, xi. 52), and attempts to escape 
the dilemma into which ,,.,,.,prz, brings him, by help of the interpretation : 
"the power by which the man who is born of God realizes this, and actually 
becomu what he is in himself according to his nature! " Thus we should have 
here the Gnostic semen arcanum electorum et spiritualium. See Hilgenfeld, 
Evangelien, p. 233. The reproach of tautology which he also brings against the 
ordinary explanation (in hie Zeitschr. 1863, p. 110) is quite futile. The great 
conception of the .. ,.,.. Duii, which appears here for the first time, was in John's 
eye important enough to be accompanied by a more detailed elucidation. 
Generally, against the anthropological dualism discovered in John by Hilgen• 
fold (also by Scholten), see Weiss, Lelirbegr. p, 128 ff. ; also Weizsacker in tilt 
Jahrb. f. D. Th. 1862, p. 680 f. ; and even Baur, neuteat. Theol. p 3~9 IT. 
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difference as to the thing itself, only in the manner of appre
hending its various sides and stages. - Toi~ 7TLU"Tevovuiv, 

IC."T.X.] quippe qiti credunt, is conceived as assigning the reason; 
for it is as believers that they have fulfilled the subjective 
condition of arriving at sonship, not only negatively, since 
they are no longer under the wrath of God and the condem
nation of the law (iii. 36, 16, 17, v. 45), but also positively, 
inasmuch as they now possess a capacity and susceptibility 
for the operation of the Spirit (vii 38, 39). John does not 
say 7TLU"TEvuaaw, but 7T£U"TEvovuiv, for the faith, the entrance 
of which brought about the tA.a(3ov, is thenceforth their endur
ing habitus. - El~ To l!Jvoµ,a aiiToii] not essentially different 
from El~ au"Tov, but characterizing it more fully; for the entire 
subfect-matter of faith lies in the name of the person on whom 
we believe; the uttered name contains the whole confession of 
faith. Comp. ii. 23, iii. 18, 1 John iii. 23, v. 13. The name 
itself, moreover, is no other than that of the historically mani
fested Logos--Jesits Ghrist, as is self-evident to the conscious
ness of the reader. Comp. ver. 17; 1 John v. 1, ii. 22. 

Ver. 13. 0 Z] refers to "TE,cva 0eoii (the masciiline in the 
well-known constructio ,ca"Tfi uvveuiv, 2 John 1, Philem. 10 
Gal. iv. 19; comp. Eurip. Suppl. 12, Androm. 571), not to 
Toi~ 7Ttu"Tevovuiv, because the latter, according to ver. 12, are 
said to become God's children, so that i,yevVT}0TJuav would not 
be appropriate. The conception "children of God" is more 
precisely defined as denoting those who came into existence not 
arter the manner of natural human generation, but who were 
begotten of God. The negative statement exhibits them as 
those in whose coming into existence human generation (and 
consequently also Abrahamic descent) has no part whatever. 
2.'his latter brings about no d,ivine sonship, iii. 6. - ov,c i~ 
aiµ,chwv] not of blood, the blood being regarded as the seat 
and basis of the physical life (comp. on Acts xv. 20), which is 
transmitted by generation.1 Comp. Acts xvii. 26; Hom. n. 
vi. 211, xx. 241; Soph . .Af. 1284, El. 1114; Plato, Soph. p. 
268 D; Liv. xxxviii. 28. Kypke and Loesner on the passage, 
lnterpp. ad Virg. Aen. vi. 836; Horace, 0d. ii. 20. 6; Tib. i. 

1 ,:,, .,..;; ,,...i,,,.n•r ~)."' .,..;; ,.7,.,..,.., fxo,.-or, Eustath. ad Hom. 11.. vi. 21L 
Comp. Delitzsch, P~cliol. p. 246 [E. T. p. 2901 o.nd note). 
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6. 6 6. The plural is not to be explained of the commingling 
of the two sexes (" ex sanguinibus enim homines nascuntur 
maris et feminae," Augustine; comp. Ewald), because what 
follows (avopa~ and the corresponding '" 0eov) points simply 
to generation on the man's side ; nor even of the multiplicity 
of the children of God (B. Crusius), to which there is no refer
ence in what follows; quite as little does it refer to the 
continuos propagationu1n ordines from Adam, and afterwards 
from Abraham downwards (Hoelemann, p. 70), which must 
necessarily have been more distinctly indicated. Rather is the 
plural used in a sense not really different from the singular, 
and founded only on this, that the material blood is repre
sented as the sum-total of all its parts (Ki.ihner, II. p. ~8). 
Comp. Eur. Ion. 705, aA.A.QJV 7pa<pe),,; acf,' a[µaTQJV; Soph. Ant. 
121, and many places in the Tragedians where a'tµaTa is used 
in the sense of niurder ( Aesch. Eum. 16 3, 2 4 8 ; Eur. El. 13 7 ; 
Or. 1547, al.); Monk, ad Eur. Ale. 512; Blomf. Gloss. Ohoeph. 
60. Comp. Ecclus. xxii. 22, xxxi. 21; 2 Mace. xiv. 18; also 
Plato, Legg. x. p. 8 8 7 D' ET£ €V ,ya">-aE~ 7p€<poµevo,.-The nega
tion of human origination is so important to John (comp. iii. 6), 
that he adds two f1irther parallel definitions of it by ouoe-ouoe 
(which he arranges co-ordinately) ; nor even-nor even, where 
uap,ca,; designates the flesh as the substratum of the generative 
impulse, not "the woman" (Augustine, Theophylact, Rupertus, 
Zeger, Schott, Olshausen),-an interpretation which is most 
inappropriately supported by a reference to Gen. ii. 22, Eph. 
v. 28, 29, Jude 7, while it is excluded by the context (avopa,;, 
and indeed by what follows). The man's generative will is 
meant, and this is more exactly, i.e. personally, defined by EiC 

0e">... avopa,;, to which the contrasted J,c 8eov is correlative; and 
hence av1p must not be generalized and taken as equivalent 
to av0pw1ro,; (Li.icke), which never occurs - even in the 
Homeric 7raT~P avopwv T€ 81;wv T€ only apparently-but here 
least of all, because the act of generation is the very thing 
spoken of. The following are merely arbitrary glosses upon the 
points which are here only rhetorically accumulated to produce 
an ever increasing distinctness of description; e.g. Baumgarten 
Crusius: "There is an advance here from the most sensual 
to the most noble" (nature, inclination, will-in spite of the 
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twice repeated 01;7'.17µaToc; !) ; Lange (L. J. III. p. 5 5 8): "There 
is an onward progress from natural generation to that which 
is caused by the will, and then to that consummated in 
theocratic faith ;" Hoelemann : " uap~, meant of both sexes, 
stands midway between the universalis humani generis pro
pagatio (a?µaTa) and the proprius singularis propagationis 
auctor (av~p)." Even Delitzsch refines upon the words, 
finding in 81;)1.~µ,. uap,ca,; the unholy side of generation, though 
John has only in view the antithesis between the human and 
the divine viewed in and by themselves.-h 81;of, l7Evv~8.] 
were begotten of God, containing the real relation of sonship to 
God, and thits explaining the former T€Kva 81;ov, in so far as 
these were begotten by no human being, but by God, who 
through the Holy Spirit has restored their moral being and 
life, iii. 5. Hence l,c 0Eov l71;vv. is not tautological. 'EK 

indicates the issuing forth from God as cause, where the rela
tion of immediateness (in the first and last points) and of 
mediateness (in the second and third) lies in the very thing, 
and is self-evident without being distinctively indicated in the 
simple representation of John. 

Ver. 14. Ka,] and; not assigning a reason for the sonship 
just mentioned (Chrys., Theophyl., Jansen, Grotius, Lampe, and 
several others); nor even= ot111 (Bleek), nor in the sense of 
namely (Frommann), nor yea (Godet), but simply carrying 
forward the discourse, like every ,cal in the Prologue ; and not 
therefore pointing back to ver. 4 (Maldonatus) or to ver. 9 
(De Wette), nor joining on to ver. 11 (Li.icke: "The Logos 
came not only to His own possession, but appeared visibly;" so, 
substantially, also Baur and Hilgenfeld), which would be a 
merely apparent advance in the exposition, because the visible 
manifestation is already intimated by cf,aivEt in ver. 5 and in 
vv. 9-13. No; after having in vv. 4-13 spoken of the Logos 
as the light, of the melancholy opposition of the darkness of 
unbelief to that true light which had been attested by the 
Baptist as divine, and of the exceedingly blessed effects which 
He exercised on believers through the bestowal of the gift of 
sonship, the evangelist, on arriving at this last point, which 
expresses his own deepest and most blessed experience, can no 
longer hesitate formally and solemnly again to proclaim the 
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great event 'by which the v-isible rnanij"'8tation of the Logos
previously so frequently presupposed and referred to-had, 
with all its saving power, been brought about ; and thus by 
an outpouring of speech, which, prompted by the holiest 
recollections, soars involuntarily upwards until it reaches the 
highest height, to set forth and celebrate the How of that 
manifestation of the Logos which was attended with such 
blessed results (vv. 12, 13), and which he had himself ex
perienced. The transition, therefore, is from what is said in 
vv. 12, 13 of the efficacy of the manifested Logos, to the 
nature and manner of that manifestation itself, i.e. consequently 
to the incarnation, as a result of which He, as Jesus Christ, 
exhibited the glory of the Only-begotten, and imparted the 
fulness of grace and truth,-that incarnation which histori .. 
cally determined what is recorded of Him in vv. 12, 13. 
Accordingly ,ea), is not definitive, "under such circumstances, 
with such consequences" (Bruckner, who inappropriately com
pares Heb. iii 19, where ,cal connects the answer with the 
question as in continuous narration), but it carries the discourse 
onwards, leading up to the highest summit, which even from 
ver. 5 showed itself as in the distance. We must interpret 
it: and-to advance now to the most momentous fact in the 
work of redemption, namely, how He who had come and 
w-rought so much blessing was manifested and was able to 
accomplish such a .work-the Word was rnade flesh, etc. -
o :>..o-yo~J John does not simply say ,ca1, uapE iryJvETO, but he 
na1nes the great subject as he had done in ver. 1, to complete 
the solemnity of the weighty statement, which he now felt 
himself constrained still to subjoin and to carry onwards, as 
if in joyful triumph, to the close of the Prologue. - uapf 
eryEvETo] The word uapE is carefully chosen, not indeed in 
any sort of opposition to the divine idea of humanity, which 
in this place is very remote,1 but as opposed to the purely 
divine, and hence also to the purely immaterial natiire2 of the 

1 Against Beysc;_;,:,'1!1; in the Stud. u. Krit. 1860, p. 459. 
• Hence also ""Pt is selected for the purpose of expressing the full nntithesiR, 

and not ,,.;;,,,_tr., because there might be a ";;,l'tr. without ""Pe (1 Cor. xv. 40, 44); 
aud besides, the expression • ,._,,,., ,,.;;,{'-tr. i-),,,..,.. would not necessarily inclu.-J.11 
the possession of a hWllall soul John might also have written G. ,1,.,.,,.., i,-i• 
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Logos (Clem. ad Co1·. II. 9' tJv µev 'TO TTPW'TOV TTVevµa E"f€11€'T() 
uapE; comp. Hahn, Theol. d. N. T. I. 19 7), whose transition, 
however, into this other form of existence necessarily pre
supposes that He is conceived of as a personality, not as a. 
principle (Beyschlag, Christal. p. 16 9); as is, besides, required 
by the whole Prologue. The actual incarnation of a principle 
would be for John an unrealizable notion. Just as decidedly 
is o ">.07or; uapE e7JveTo opposed to the representation that the 
Logos always became more and more completely uapE (Bey
schlag) during the whole iinjolding of His earthly life. The 
o ">.07or; uapE e7JveTo is a definite act in the consummation of 
His history. He became flesh, i.e. a corporeal material being, 
visible and tangible (1 John i. 2), which He was not before,1 
and by which it is self-evident that the human mode of exist
ence in which He appeared, which we have in the person of 
Jesus, and which was known to the reader, is intended. 'Ev 
uap,c~ e">../i">..v0ev (1 John iv. 2; 2 John 7; comp. 1 Tim. iii. 
16) is, in fact, the same thing, though expressed from the 
point of view of that modality of His c01ning which is con
ditioned by the uapE e7eveTo. As, however, E"fEVETo points 
out that He became what He was not before, the incarnation 
cannot be a mere accident of His substantial being (against 
Baur), but is the assumption of another real existence, whereby 
out of the purely divine Logos-Person, whose specific nature 
at the same time remained unaltered, and in order to accom
plish the work of redemption (chap. vi.; Rom. viii. 3; Heb. 
ii. 14, 15), a really corporeal personality, i.e. the God-man 
Jesus Christ (ver. 1 7), came into existence. Comp. on the 
point, 1 John iv. 2; Phil. ii. 7; 1 Tim. iii 16; Heb. ii. 14, 
v. 7. Since uapE necessarily carries with it the idea only of 
the vvx/i (see Schulz, Abendin. p. 94 ff.; Weiss, Lehrbegr. p. 
256), it might seem as if John held the Apollinarian notion, 

,..,, (v. 27, viii. 40), but O'«p~ presented the antithesis of both forms of exist
ence most sharply and strikingly, and yet at the same time unquestionably 
designates the human personality (xvii. 2). According to Baur, indeed, it is 
sail to be impossible to understand by the incarnation any proper assumption of 
humanity. 

1 Comp. the well-known "Sum quad eram, nee eram quad s11m, nunc dicor 
utrumque." In Jesus Christ we have the absolute synthesis ol the divine ,uhl 
lhe human. 
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that in Christ there was no human voii\', but that the Xo"/ot 
took its place.1 But it is not really so (see, on the other side, 
Mau, Progr. de Ohristolog. N. T., Kiel 1843, p. 13 ff.), because 
the human 'frvx1 does not exist by itself, but in necessary 
connection with the '1T'V€iiµ,a (Beck, bibl. Seclenl. § 13 ; Hahn, 
Thcol. d. N. T. I. § 15 4), and because the N. T. ( comp. viii. 
40) knows Jesus only as pe1fect man.2 In fact, John in par
ticular expressly speaks of the 'frux1 (xii. 27) and '1T'V€vµ,a 

of Christ (xi. 33, xiii 21, xix. 30), which he does not identify 
with the Logos, but designates as the substratum of the 
human self-consciousness (xi. 38).8 The transcendental cha
racter, however, of this self-consciousness, as necessarily given 
in the incarnation of the Logos, W eizsacker has not succeeded, 
as is plain from his interpretation of the passages referred to, 
in explaining away by anything Jesus Himself says in this 
Gospel The conception of weakness and susceptibility of 
suffering (see on Acts ii 1 7), which Luther, Melancthon, 
Calvin, Olshausen, Tholuck, Hengstenberg, Philippi, and others 

1 Of lde, Zeller in particular (in the Theol. Jalirb. 1842, I. 74) has limited 
the Johannean doctrine of the human element in the person of Jesus simply 
to His corpore;ty, excluding any special human anima rationalis. Comp. alsc 
Kostlin, p. 148 ff., and Baur, neutest. Tlteol. p. 362. That .,,.P~ was the merely 
formal non-personal clothing of the Logos-subject (Pfleiderer, in Hilgenfeld's 
Zeitschr. 1866, p. 260), docs not conespond with the conception of /J.,dp.,.,o;, 
under which Christ represents Himself (viii. 40). This is also in answer to 
Scholten, who in like manner comes to the conclusion that, in ,T ohn's view, Jesus 
was man as to His body only, but the Logos as to His spirit. 

2 So John in particular. See Hilgenfeld, Lehrbegr. p. 234 ff., who, however, 
explains the O'ap; iyf,..,.. from the Valeutinian system, and attributes to the 
evangelist the notion of a corporeity, real indeed, but not fettered by the 
limitation of a material borly, appealing to vi. 16 ff., vii. 10, 15, viii. 59, ii. 19 ft 
Baur's view is similar, though he does not go so far. Baur, p. 367. 

3 Rightly has the church held firmly to the perfection (pe1fectio) of the divine 
and human natures in Christ in the Athanasian sense. No change and no 
detect of nature on the one side or the other can be justified on exegetical 
grounds, and especially no such doctrine as that of Gess, that by the incarnation 
the Logos became a human soul or a human spirit (comp. also Hahn, Tlieol. d. 
N. T. I. 198 f.). Tliui modification, which some apply to the ,.,,.,.,,~, is un
scriptural, and is particularly opposed to J ohu's testimony throughout his Gospel 
and First Epistle. How little does Gess succeed in reconciling his view with 
John v. 26, for example,-a passage which is always an obstacle in his way! 
Further, according to Worner, Verliiiltn. d. Geistes zum Bohne Gott. p. 27, the 
Logos became a aoul. Ag:iinst Hahn, see Dorner in the Jahrb. f. D. Theol. 
1856, p. 393 ff. 
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find in uapE, is quite remote from this verse (comp. 1 John 
iv. 2), where the point in question is simply the change in 
the divine mode of existence, while the uapg is that which 
bears the Soga; and so also is any anti-Docetic reference, such 
as Frommann and others, and even De W ette and Lechler, 
imagine. - The supernatural generation of Jesus is neither 
presupposed nor included (as even Godet maintains), nor ex
cluded,1 in John's representation o Xo'Yo~ uapg E"fEVETo, for 
the expression contains nothing as to the -manner of the 
incarnation; it is an addition to the primitive apostolical 
Christology, of which we have no certain trace either in the 
oldest Gospel (Mark), or in the only one which is fully apostolic 
(John), or even anywhere in Paul: see on Matt. i. 18; comp. 
John v. 27, Rom. i. 3, 4. -,cal Ju,cT/vrouev ev ~µ,i:v] anrl 
tabernacled, i.e. took up His abode, among us: Ju,c7]vwuev here 
is chosen merely to draw our attention to the manifestation of 
the incarnate Logos, whose holy UICTJVwµa (2 Pet. i. 13) was in 
fact His human substance,2 as the fulfilment of the promise of 
God's dwelling with His people (Ex. xxv. 8, xix. 45; Lev. 
xxvi. 11; Joel iii. 21; Ezek. xxxvii. 27; Hagg. ii. 8: comp. 
Ecclus. xxiv. 8; Rev. xxi. 3), and therefore as the Shekinah 
which formerly revealed itself in the tabernacle and in the 
temple (see on Rom. ix. 4); an assumption which the context 
justifies by the words : e01:au. T. oogav avTOu. The Targums, 
in like manner, represent the Word (~ir.l't:1) as the m':il!i, and 
the Messiah as the manifestation of this.-iv ~µ,i:v] refers 
to the OU0£ eXa/3ov avTov, vv. 12, 13, to whom John belongs, 
not simply to the Twelve (Tholuck), nor to the Christian con
sciousness (Hilgenfeld), nor to mankind generally ; comp. ver. 
16. The believers whom Jesus found are the fellowship who, 
as the holy people, surrounded the incarnate Word, and by 

1 For assuredly the same Subject, wl1ich in His divine essence was pre-existent 
as the eternal Logos, may as a temporal human manifestation come into existence 
aud begin to be, so that in and by itself the manner of this origination, natural 
or supernatural, makes no difference in the conceivablencss of the fact (against 
Baur in the Theol. Jahrb. 1854, p. 222). 

9 In this He tabernacled among us not merely ns a divine principle (Bey
sd1Jag), but as ..-iio, .,.. w>..fip01p,r1. .,.;;, d,o.-n.-or (Col. ii. 9), i.e. exactly what He 
was as the personal Logos. Thus His body was the temple of Gou (ii. 19), 
the true special dwelling of God's gracious presence. 
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whom His glory was beheld (comp. 1 John i. 1). - "al. WE
auaµE0a, "·T.A.] We must not (as most expositors, even 
Liicke, Frommann, Maier, De Wette) take this clause as far 
as 7ra-rpo,; to be a lively insertion, interrupting the narrative; 
for the having beheld the ooga is the essential element in the 
progress of the discourse. It is an independent part in the con
nection; so that 7rA'YJP7/,; x,ap. "· a}.., which is usually joined 
grammatically with o ">..010,;, is to be referred to avrnv in an 
irregular corn bination of cases, determined by the logical 
subject (B. Crusius, Bruckner, Weiss, comp. Grotius), by which 
the nominative instead of the dependent case (Augustine read 
7TArJpov,;) sets forth the statement more emphatically without 
any governing word. See especially Bernhardy, p. 6 8; Heind. 
ad Plat. Theaet. 89, Soph. 7; Winer, p. 524 [E.T. p. 705]. 
- T~V oogav avTov] the Majesty (i1J::i) of the Logos, i.e. of 
necessity the divine glory (in the 0. T. symbolically revealing 
itself as the brilliant light which surrounded the manifestation 
of Deity, Ex. xxiv. 17, xl 34 ff.; Acts vii. 2), so far as the Logos 
from His nature (see what follows) essentially participated 
therein, and possessed it in His pre-human state and onwards.1 

It presented itself to the recognition of believers as a reality, in 
the entire manifestation, work, and history of Him who became 
man; so that they (not unbelievers) beheld iti (intuebantur), 
because its rays shone forth, so as to be recognised by them, 
through the veil of the manhood, and thus it revealed itself 
visibly to them (1 John i. 1; comp. chap. ii. 11 ). The idea of 
an inner contemplation is opposed to the context (against Baur). 
The ooga Tov AO"fov, which before the incarnation could be 
represented to the prophet's eye alone (xii. 41), but which 
otherwise was, in its essence, incapable of being beheld by man, 
became by means of the incarnation an object of external obser
ntion by those who were eye-witnesses (Luke i. 2 ; 1 John iv. 
14) of His actual self-manifestation. We must, however, bear 
in mind that the manifestation of this divine glory of the Logos 
in His human state is conceived of relatively, though revealing 

1 Comp. Gess, Person Ohr. p. 123. 
~ All limitations to individual points, as e.g. to the miracles, or even specially 

to the history of the transfiguration (Luke ix. 32 ; W etstcin, TittrnannJ, 111·0 

e.rLitra.ry. 
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beyond doubt the divine nature of the Logos, and nothing 
else than that, yet as limited and conditioned on the one hand 
by the imperfection of human intuition imd knowledge, and 
on the other by the state of humiliation (Phil ii 6 ff.) which 
was entered upon with the uapE E"fEVE'TO. For the ooEa abso
lutely, which as such is also the adequate µop<f>h 0€0u, was 
possessed by Him who became man-the Logos, who entered 
upon life in its human form-only in His pre-ex'istent state 
(xvii. 5), .and was resumed only after His exaltation (xii. 41, 
xvii. 5, xxii. 24); while during His earthly life His ooEa as 
the manifestation of the tua elva.i 0erj, was not the simply 
divine, but that of the God-1nan.1 See on Phil. ii. 8, note, and 
chap. xvii. 5. No distinction is hereby made between God's 
oo~a and the ooEa of the God-man (as objected by Weiss); 
the difference is simply in the degrees of manifestation and 
appearance. Still Weiss is quite right in refusing, as against 
Ki.istlin and Reuss, to say that there is in John no idea what
-wer of humiliation (comp. xii. 32, 34, xvii. 5).-o&Eav] 
in ore animated without Of. Comp. Hom. Od. a, 2 2 f. ; Dern. 
de. cor. 143 (p. 275, Reisk.): 1ro).eµov eis -r. 'ATTLIC~v eiua
"fEt'> ... 1ro).eµov 'Aµ<f,t1CTt1ovi,cov. See Kri.iger, § 59, 1. 3, 4. 
- C:,r; µovo"fevour;] as of an only-begotten, i.e. as belongs to 
such an one,2 corresponds to the nature of one who is µovo
"fEV~r; 1rapa 1ra-rpor; ; Ohrysostom : o7av E7TpE7TE ,cal el,cor; EXHV 
µoVO"fElffJ ,cal "fV1)<TtOV viav 8vTa, /C,T.A. The idea of reality 
(Euthymius Zigabenus: ovn,,r;) lies as little in C:,r; as in the 
erroneously so-called ~ vei·itatis (against Olshausen, Klee, and 
earlier writers); there is rather the supposition of a compari
son, which approaches the meaning of q_uippe (Ellendt, Lex. 
Soph. II. p. 1002); see Ki.ihner, § 330. 5. -µovo"lev~r;] of 
Christ, and regarded, indeed, in His divine nature, is Johan
nean, expressing the apostle's own idea of Christ's unique 

1 Which indeeu, even after His exaltation, is and ever continues to be that of 
the God-man, though without limitation and perfect.-According to Weiss 
(Lehrbegr. p. 261), the ~.~., of the Logos cannot be that of the originally divine 
essence itself, but one vouchsafed to Christ for the purpose of His works. This, 
however, is contrary to the express meaning of the word here, where by the """ 
~-~- .,;,.,..;;, ... .-.A., we can only understand His proper glory brought with Him 
by the Logos into His incarnate life. As to xvii. 22, see on that passage. 

c Therefore p,owy. is without the article . . The expression is qualitative. 
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relationsl1ip as tl1e Son of God, i. 18, iii. 16, 18, 1 John iv. 
9, though it is pnt into the mouth of Christ Himself in iii. 
16, 18. Comp. the Pauline 7rproToToKoc;, Col. i. 15, Heb. i. 6, 
which as to the thing certainly corresponds with the Johan
nean µ,ovoryevryc;, but presents the idea in the relation of time 
to the creation, and in Rom. viii. 2 9 to Christendom. Movo,y. 

designates the Logos as the only Son (Luke vii. 12, viii. 42, 
ix. 38; Heb. xi. 17; Tob. viii. 17; Herod. vii. 221; Plato, 
Legg. III. p. 691 D; Aesch. Ag. 898; lies. lpry. 378), besides 
whom the Father has none, who moreover did not become 
such by any moral generation, as in the case of the Te,cva 

8eov, vv. 12, 13, nor by adoption, but by the metaphysical 
relation of existence arising out of the divine essence, whereby 
He was iv apxf, with God, being Himself divine in nature and 
person, vv. 1, 2. He did not first become this by His incar
nation, but He is this before aU time as the Logos, and He 
manifests Himself as the µ,ovary. by means of the incarnation. 
so that consequently the µ,ovary. vioc; is not identical (Beyschlag, 
p. 151 ff.) with the historical person Jesus Christ, but presents 
Himself in that person to believers ; and therefore we are not 
to think of any interchange of the predicates of the Logos and 
the Son, "who may be also conceived of retrospectively" 
(W eizsiicker, 18 6 2, p. 6 9 9 ). In other respects the designation 
corresponds to human relations, and is anthropomorphic, as is 
vioc; 8eou itself,-a circumstance which, however, necessarily 
limited its applicability as an expression of the metaphysical 
relation, in apprehending which we must also leave out of 
view the conception of birth as such, so far as it implies the 
idea of the maternal function. Origen well remarks: To oe 
we; µ,ovo,y. 7rapa 'TT'aTp, l/OE'ill V7ro/3u:>,:>..et, €1' Tfj~ ovu{ac; TOU 

' " \ ,, ' ' ' ,,, "\. ' \ ,, 7raTpoc; E£vat TOV vwv . . . E£ 'Yap Ka£ a/\.1\.a 7rapa 'TT'aTpoc; EX€£ 
\d f: I~,.. ,..,, ""'-' 

T7JV v7rap,.w, µ,aTaLro<; 11 TOV µ,ovoryevovc; fKf£TO 'f'rov17. - 7ra-

T po c;] without the article (Winer, p. 116 [E. Tr. p. 151]). 
IIapa 'TT'aTp, must be joined to µ,ovo"f., to which it adds the 
definite idea of having gone forth, i.e. of having come from the 
Father (vi 46, vii. 29, xvi. 27). Correlative with this is ver. 
18, 0 ctv el<. T. KOA7r0ll TOU 'TT'aTpoc;, where the only-begotten 
Son who came forth from the Father is viewed as having again 
raurned to the Father. The conception of having been be-
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gotte;i, consequently of derivation from the essence, would be 
expressed by the simple genitive (1raTpor;) or by the dative, 01' 

by €/C or a7To, but lies in the word JJ,OVIY'fEVOV<; itself; since this 
expresses the very generation, and therefore the J,c Tfjr; ovu{ar; 

'TOV 1ra-rpo<; Elva£ (Origen). Its connection with oogav (Eras
mus, Grotius, Hofmann, Sch1·iftbew. I. ] 20, Weiss; aheady 
Theophyl. 1) is in itself grammatically admissible (Plut. Agis, 
2; Plato,Phaedr. p. 232 A; Acts xxvi. 12), but is not favoured 
here either by the position of the words or by the connection, 
from which the idea of the origin of the ooga lay far remote, 
the object being to designate the nature of the ooga; more
over, the anarthrous µovo,y. requires a more precise definition, 
which is exactly what it has in 1rapa. 1ra-rpor;. - 7TATJP'l'J'> 

xap "· ci"'A.'1'}0.] To be referred to the subject, though that 
(av-rov) stands in the genitive. See above. It explains how the 
Logos, having become incarnate, manifested Himself to those 
who beheld His glory. Grace and truth 1 are the two efficaciously 
saving and inseparable factors of His whole manifestation 
and ministry, not constituting His Soga (Luthardt),-a notion 
opposed to ii 11 and xvii.,-but displaying it and making it 
known to those who beheld that glory. Through God's grace to 
sinful man He became man; and by His whole work on earth 
up to the time of His return to His Father, He has been the 
instrument of obtaining for believers the blessing of becoming 
the children of God. Truth, again, was what He revealed in 
the whole of His work, especially by His preaching, the theme 
of which was furnished by His intuition of God (ver. 18), and 
which therefore must necessarily reveal in an adequate manner 
God's nature and counsel, and be the opposite of uKo-r{a and 
'/rEvOor;. Comp. Matt. xi 2 7. The a"'A.1J0Eta corresponds 
formally to the nature of the Logos as light (ipw,); the 
xapt,, which bestows everlasting life (iii. 15), to His nature 
as life (sc,>ry), vv. 4, 5. That the xapt<; "· a"'A.1]0Eta with which 
He was filled are divine grace and truth, of which He was the 

1 Where, according to Hilgenfeld, the author must have had in view the 
female Aeons of the two first Syzygies of the V nlentininn system. John un
cloubtedly ha.s the word ,ca.p,, only in the Prologue, but Matthew aml Mnrk nlso 
do not use it ; while Luke does not employ it in the sense of saving Christia.n 
grace, in which sense it first occurs in the Acts and in Paul 
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possessor and bearer, so that in Him they attained tlieir com
plete manifestation (comp. xiv. 6), is self-evident from what 
has preceded, but is not specially indicated, as would neces
sarily have been done by the use of the article, which would 
have expressed the grace and truth (simply) ,caT' JgoX~''· 
Ver. 16 f. is decisive against the construction of 7r">..r1pryi; with 
what follows (Erasmus, Paulus). Whether John, moreover, 
used the words 7rX~p. xapi7or; "· aX1J0. with any reference to 
Ex. xxxiv. 6 (Hengstenberg) is very doubtful, for n7?.~ in that 
passage has a different meaning (truthfulness, :fidelity): John 
is speaking independently, from his own full experience and 
authority as a witness. Through a profound living experience, 
he had come to feel, and here declares his conviction, that all 
salvation depends on the incarnation of the Logos. 

Ver. 15. It is to this great fact of salvation to which the 
Baptist bears testimony, and his testimony was confirmed by 
the gracious experience of us all (ver. 16). - µ,apTvpei] Repre
sentation of it as present, as if the testimony were still sound
ing forth. -1CE1Cpa,ye] "clamat Joh. cum :fiducia et gaudio, uti 
magnum praeconem decet," Bengel. He crieth, comp. vii. 28, 
3 7, xii. 44 ; Rom. ix. 2 7. The Perfect in the usual classical 
sense as a present (/3owv . . . ,cal IC€Kpa,yw,;, Dern. 2 71, 11 ; 
Soph. Aj. 1136; Arist. Plut. 722, Vesp. 415). Not so else
where in the N. T. Observe, too, the solemn circumstantial 
manner in which the testimony is introduced : " John bears 
witness of Him, and cries while he says." - oVTo<; ~v] ~vis used, 
because John is conceived as speaking at the present time, and 
therefore as pointing back to a testimony historically past: 
"This was He whom I meant at the time when I said." With 
el,reiv T£va, "to speak of any one," comp. x. 36; Xen. Cyr. vii. 
3. 5; Plato, Crat. p. 432 C; Hom. Il., 479. See on viii. 27. 

' ' ' ' ' " 0' ' ] "H z. - o o,riuw µ,ov epxoµ. eµ,,rpou ev µ,ov ,ye,yovev e w,io 

cometh after me is come before me ;"-in how far is stated in 
the clause on ,rpwn5i; µ,ov ~v, which assigns the reason. The 
meaning of the sentence and the point of the expression de
pend upon this,-namely, that Christ in His human mani
festation appeared after John, but yet, as the pre-mundane 
Logos, preceded him, because He existed before John. On 
,.,tveu0a, with an adverb, especially of place, in the sense of 
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coming as in vi. 25, see Kriiger on Xen. Anab. i. 2. 7: 
Kuhner, II. p. 3 9 ; Nagelsbach, note on _Iliad, ed. 3, p. 2 9 5. 
Comp. Xen. Cyrop. vii. 1. 22, E"f€VE7'0 8mu0ev TWV apµaµaginv; 
A nab. vii. 1. 10 ; i. 8. 24. Both are adverbs of place, so 
that, however, the time is represented as local, not the ranlc 
( EVT£µo7'€p0<; µov E<T7'£, Chrysostom ; so most critics, even Liicke, 
Tholuck, Olshausen, Maier, De Wette),1 which would involve 
a diversity in the manner of construing the two particles (the 
first being taken as relating to time), e,nd the sentence then 
becomes t:.:-ivial, and loses its enigmatical character, since, in
deed, the one who appears later need not possess on that 
account any lower dignity. Origen long ago rightly under
stood both clauses as relating to time, though the second is 
not therefore to be rendered "He was before me" (Luther and 
many, also Bruckner, Baeurnlein), since ,jv is not the word ;2 

nor yet: "He came into being before me," which would not be 
referable "to the 0. T. advent of Christ" (Lange), but, in 
harmony with the idea of µovo7ev~r;, to His having come forth 
from God prior to all time. It is decisive against both, that 
on 'TT'pwTo<; µov ~v would be tautological,-an argument which 
is not to be set aside by any fanciful rendering of 'TT'pwTo<; (see 
below). Nonnus well remarks: 'TT'pwTo<; Eµ.'io /3e/3TJKEv, 07r{u
Tfpor; ounr; [,ea.vet. Comp. Godet and Hengstenberg ; also in 
his Ohristol. III. 1, p. 6 7 5, "my successor is my predecessor," 
where, however, his assumption of a reference to Mal. iii. 1 is 
without any hint to that effect in the words. According to 
Luthardt (comp Hofmann, Weissag. u. Erf. II. 256), what is 
meant to be said is : "He who at first walked behind me, as if 
he were my disciple, has taken precedence of me, i.e. He has 
become my master." But the enigma of the sentence lies just 
in this, that o <J'TT'{u"' µov Epxoµ. expresses something still 
f1itiire, as this also answers to the formal epxeu0ai used of the 
Messiah's advent. Hofmann's view, therefore, is more correct, 
Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 10 ff.,-namely, that the meaning of the 

1 This rendering is not ungrnmmnticnl (in opposition to Hengstenberg), if it 
only be mnintained that, even while adopting it, the loc11l menning of .,,..,,p,irdn is 
Jlot changed. (Comp. Gen. xlviii. 20; Baruch ii. 6.) 

3 So, too, in Me.tt. xix. 8 and John q 27, -r•••irl,., does not menn esse, but 
fieri (against Bneumlein) ; so also in pa~sages such as Luke i. 5, 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
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Baptist is, "while Jesus is coming after Mn, He is already 
before hini." But even thus Jµ-1rp. µou 7&-f. amounts to a. 
figurative designation of mnk, which is not appropriate to the 
clause on 7rpooTo<; µou ~v, which assigns the reason, and mani
festly refers to time. - oTt 7rpooTo,; /J-ou ~v] is a direct portion 
of the Baptist's testimony which has just been adduced (against 
Hengstenberg), as ver. 30 shows, presenting the key to the 
preceding Oxymoron : for befoi·e 11w He was in existence. The 
reference to ranlc (Chrysostom, Erasmus, Beza, Calvin, Grotius, 
and most comm., also B. Crusius and Hofmann), according to 
which we should construe, "He was more than I," is at once 
overthrown by ~v, instead of which we ought to have iuTtv. 
Comp. Matt. iii. 11. Only a rendering which refers to time 
(i.e. only the pre-existence of the Logos) solves the apparent 
opposition between subject and predicate in the preceding 
declaration. - 7rpwTo<; in the sense of 7rpcm,po,;, answering to 
the representation, "first in comparison with me." 1 See Herm. 
ad Viger. p. 718 ; Dorvill. ad Oharit. p. 4 7 8 ; Bernhardy, 
Eratosth. 42, p. 122. We must not, with Winer and Baur, 
force in the idea of absoliite priority.2 Comp. xv. 18; and 
Buttmann, neut. Gr. p. 74 [E.T. p. 84]. This also against 
Ewald (" far earlier"), Hengstenberg, Bruckner, Godet (" the 
principle of my existence "). To refuse to the Baptist all idea 
oj the pre-existence of the llfessiah, and to represent his state
ment merely as one put into his mouth by the evangelist 
(Strauss, Weisse, B. Bauer, De Wette, Scholten, and many 
others), is the more baseless, the more pointed and peculiar i1-1 
the testimony ; the greater the weight the evangelist attaches 
to it, the less it can be questioned that deep-seeing men were 
able, by means of such 0. T. passages as Mai. iii. 1, Isa. vi. 
1 ff., Dan. vii. 13 ff., to attain to that idea, which has even 
Rabbinical testimony in its support (Bertholdt, Christal. p. 131), 
and the more resolutely the pioneer of the Messiah, under the 
influence of divine revelation, took his stand as the last of the 
prophets, the Elias who had come. 

1 Comp. the genitive relation in ,,,,.,,,.;,,..,.,r ,,,,;ir~r ,.,,.;ir,.,,, Col. i. 15. 
2 Philippi, d. Ein.'}ang d. Joh. Ev. p. 179: "He is the unconditioned /irre (i,e,, 

the eternal), in relation to me." The comparison of A and 11 in the Revclutiou is 
inapplicable here, because we h:ive not the absolute J ,,,,z,,.or, but wpZ,,,r f'•"· 
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Ver. 16. Not the language of the Baptist (Heracleon, 
Origen, Rupertus, Erasmus, Luther, Melanctbon, Lange), against 
which ~µe1,<; waVTe<; is decisive, but that of the evangelist con
tinued. - in (flee critical notes) introduces the personal and 
superaboiinding gracious experience of believers, ,vith a retro
spective reference indeed to the '11"A1p. xapi-ro<; IC. aA710., ver. 14, 
and in the form of a confirmation of John's testimony in ver. 
15 : this testimony is justified by what was imparted to u all 
out of the fulness of Him who was borne witness to. - e,c -rov 
w)..r,pwµ. au-rou] out of that whereof He was full, ver. 14; 
wA1pwµa in a passive sense; see on Col i. 19. The phase 
and idea were here so naturally furnished by the immediate 
context, that it is quite far-fetched to find their source in 
Gnosticism, especially in that of the Valentinians (Schwegler, 
Hilgenfeld).-~µei:,;] we on our part, giving prominence to 
the personal experience of the believers (which had remained 
unknown to unbelievers), vv. 10, 11.-wav-re,;] None went 
empty away. Inexhaustibleness of the wA1pwµa. -eXa,8oµe11] 
absolute: we have received. - ,cal,] and indeed. See Winer, 
p. 407 [E. T. p. 546]; Hartung, Pa1·tikell. I. 145. -xcfpiv 
a11Tl. xapi-ror;] g1'ace for _grace, is not to be explained (with 
Uhrysostom, Cyril, Severus, Nonnus, Theophylrtct, Erasmus, 
Beza, Aretius, Calovius, Jansen, Wolf, Lampe, and many 
others, even Paulus), N. T. instead of 0. T. grace (Euthyn ius 
Zigabenus : T~I/ ,caw~v 0La0~1C1]V av-rl T~<; 7TaXaias), or instead 
of the original grace lost in Adam (see especially Calovius), si ce 
in ver. 17 o voµo<; and ~ xapL<; are opposed to each other, and 
since in the N. T. generally xapic; is the distinctive essence 
of Christian salvation (comp. especially Rom. vi. 14, 15); liut, 
as Beza suggested, and with most modern expositors,1 "so that 
ever and anon fresh gmce appears in place of that already 
received." "Proximam quamque gratiam satis quidem magnam 
gratia subsequens cumulo et plenitudine sua quasi obruit," 
Bengel. So superabundant was the Aaµ,Bavetv ! This render
ing is sufficiently justified linguistically by Theogn. Sent. 344, 

1 Among whom, however, Godet regards the phrase with a.,r, NI a play upon 
words, referring to the 0. T. law of retaliation, according to which "chaqu,e 
gruce etait la recompense d'un merite acqui8." But such an allusion would he 
lnappropriate, since x.a.p,r in a.,.-l ;,r;a.p,ros is not something human, but di vino. 

G 
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avT· dvtwv .iv{a~ ; Philo, de poster. Gai1ii, I. p. 2 5 4 ; Chrys.· rle 
sac. vi. 13,-as it is generally by the primary meaning of avT2 
(grace interchanging with grace); and it corresponds, agreeably 
to the context, with the idea of the 7r).,~pwµ,a, from which it is 
derived, and is supported further by the increasingly blessed 
condition of those individually experiencing it (justification, 
peace with God, consolation, joy, illumination, love, hope, and 
so on: see on Rom. v. 1 ff.; Gal. v. 22; Eph. v. 9). John 
might have written xapw irrl xapm or xapw i7rl xaptv (Phil. 
ii. 2 7), but his conception of it was different. Still, any 
special reference to the fulness of the special xap tu µ,a-ra, 1 
Cor. xii.-xiv. (Ewald), lies remote from the context here (ver. 
17) ; though at the same time they, as in general no d/'A.o,yla 
-r.vwµ,aw,~ (Eph. i 3), wherewith God in Christ has blessed 
believers, are not excluded. 

Ver. 1 7. .Antithetical confirmation of xaptv UVT£ x,aptTO~; 
"for how high above what was formerly given by Moses, does 
that stand which came through Jesus Christ!" Comp. Rom. 
iv. 15, x. 4; Gal iii 10 ff., al. The former is the law, 
viewed by Paul as the antithesis of grace (Rom. vi. 14, vii. 3 ; 
Gal iv. 4, and many other passages), in so far as it only lays 
us under oLligation, condemns us, and in fact arouses and 
intensifies the need of grace, but does not bestow peace, which 
latter gift has been realized for us through Christ. The anti
thesis without µ,Ev-oe has rhetorical force (iv. 22, vi. 63); 
Buttm. N. T. Gk. p. 344 [E. T. p. 364]. -17 xapi~] in the 
de.finite and formal sense of redemption, saving grace, i.e. the 
grace of the Father in the Son. Hence also Kal 17 aX~01:ta 
i5 added with a pragmatical reference to ver. 14 ; this, like all 
Christ's gifts of grace, was regarded as included in the universal 
xapw aVT£ xaptTO~ of ver. 16. Moreover, the aX~0eta was not 
given in the law, in so far as its substance, which was not 
indeed untrue, but an outflow of the divine will for salvation 
(Rom. vii 10 sqq.; Acts vii. 3 8), was yet related only as type 
and preparation to the absolute revelation of truth in Christ; 
and hence through its very fulfilment (Matt. v. 1 7) it had 
come to be done away (Rom. x. 4; Col ii. 14; Heb. x. 1 ff., 
vii. 18). Comp. Gal iii. 24. Grace was still wanting to the 
law, and with it trutk also in the full meaning of the word. 
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Seo also 2 Cor. iii. 13 ff. - e7lveTo] The non-repetition of 
eoo011 is not to point out the independent work of the Logos 
(Clemens, Paedag. i. 7), to which out would be opposed, or of 
God (Origen), whose work the law also was; but the change 
of thought, though not recognised by Liicke, lies in this, that 
each clause sets forth the historical phenomenon as it actually 
occurred. In the case of the law, this took place in the his
torical form of being given, whereas grace and tmth origi
nated, came into being, not absolutely, but in relation to man
kind, for whom they had not before existed as a matter of 
experience, but which now, in the manifestation and work of 
Christ, unfolded their historical origin. Comp. 1 Cor. i. 30. 
-Observe how appropriately, in harmony with the creative 
skilful plan of the Prologue, after the incarnation of the 
Logos, and the revelation of His glory which was therewith 
connected, have been already set forth with glowing animation, 
there is now announced for the first time the great historical 
NAME, Jesus Christ, which designates the incarnate Logos 
as the complete concrete embodiment of His manifestation. 
Comp. 1 John i. 1-3. Only now is the Prologue so fully 
developed, that Jesus Christ, the historical person of the Xo'Yo<; 
lv1Japtco<; (who therefore is all the less to be understood 
throughout, with Hofmann and Luthardt, under the title Xo'Yoc;), 
comes before the eye of the reader, who now, however, knows 
how to gather up in this name the full glory of the God-man. 

Ver. 18 furnishes an explanation of what had just been said, 
that ~ aX~Oeia i,a 'I. X. E"fEvern ;1 for that there was required 
direct knowledge of God, the result of experience, which 
His only-begotten Son alone possessed. - ovoetc;] no man, 
not even Moses. " Besides is no doctor, master, or preacher, 
than the only Teacher, Christ, who is in the Godhead in
wardly," Luther; comp. Matt. xi. 27. - ewpatce] has seen, 
beheld (comp. iii. 11), of the intuition of God's essence (Ex. 
xxxiii 20), to the exclusion of visions, theophanies, and the 
like. Comp. 1 John iv. 12; also Rom. i. 20; Col. i. 15; 
1 Tim. i 1 7. Agreeably to the context, the reference is to 

1 Not inclutling n.ny explanation of ,i ,:,1,p,s o.lso (Luthardt), because 1.;p,u1 and 
1£.,-.; .. ,..,.. n.nswer only to the conception of the truth in which the vision of God 
is interpreted. 
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tbe direct vision of God's essential glory, which no man cou1J 
have (Ex. l.c.), but which Christ possessed in His pre-human 
condition as ">..o"fo<; (comp. vi. 46), and possesses again ever 
since His exaltation. - o CiJV €£<; 'T(IV ICOA'iT. 'TOV '11'a'Tpo<;] 

As e!1h171T. refers to the state on earth of the Only-begotten, &iv 
consequently, taken as an imperfect, cannot refer to the p1·e
huinan state (against Luthardt, Gess, pp. 123,236, and others); 
yet it cannot coincide with E~7J"/17· in respect of time (Beyschlag), 
because the ftvai fl,; Tov ,co>.. T. '11'. was not true of Christ 
during His earthly life (comp. especially i. 5 2).1 The right 
explanation therefore is, that John, when he wrote o J,v fl,; 'T. 

"· 'T. '11'., expressed himself from his own present standing-point, 
and conceived of Christ as in His state of exaltation, as having 
returned to the bosom of the Father, and therefore into the 
state of the fZvai '11'po<; 'TOV 0eov. So Hofmann, Schriftbew. I. 
120, II. 23; Weiss, Lchi·begr. 239. Thus also must we ex
plain the statement of direction towards, el,. -rov ,co'>..'11'., which 
would be otherwise witho.ut any explanation (Mark ii. 1, xiii. 
16 ; Luke xi. 7); so that we recognise in el,; as the prominent 
element the idea of having arrived at (Ellendt, Lex. Soph. 
I. p. 5:37; Jacobs, ad Anthol. XIII. p. 71; Buttm. N. T. Gr. 
p. 2 8 6 [E. T. p. 3 3 3 ]), not the notion of leaning upon (God et, 
after Winer, Liicke, Tholuck, Maier, Gess, and most others), 
nor of moving towards, which is warranted neither by the 
simple C:,v (in favour of which such analogies as in aurem 
dorrnire are inappropriate) nor by el,;, instead of which '11'por; 

(Hom. ll. vi 46 7) or e'll'l with the accusative ought rather to· 
be expected.2 This forced interpretation of fl,; would neve1 
have been attempted, had not wv been construed as a timeless 

1 Hence we mnst not say, with Bruckner, comp. Tholuck and Hengstenberg, 
that a relation of the f'-"•Y"•s is portrayed which was neither interrupted nor 
modified by the incarnation. The communion of the Incarnate One with God 
remained, He in God, and God in Hirn, but not in the same manner metaphysi
cally as before His incarnation and after His exaltation. He while on earth was 
still in heaven (iiL 13), yet not de facto, but de ju1·e, beca11Se heaven waa His 
home, His ancestral seat. 

1 Philippi's objertions (Glaubensl. IV. 1, p. 409 f.) to my rendering a.re quite 
ba!ieless. For an explanation of the ;;, ,;r .,.,, ,.,,.,,,.. which occur3 to every un• 
prejudiced expositor as coming directly from the words themselves cannot be 
" arbitrary." And it is not contrary to the connection, a.a both Godet and Bey• 
!chlag hold, because what the words, as usually interpreted, say, is already col'• 
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Present, expressing an inherent relation, and in this sense 
applied (Liicke, Tholuck, De W ette, Lange, Briickner, Heng
stenberg, Philippi, and most expositors) also to the earthly 
condition of the Son; comp. Beyschlag, pp. 100, 150. So 
far as the thing itself is concerned, the elvat eli; Tov KDA:rr. 

docs not differ from the e!va, 7rpo<; -rov (Je(iv of ver. 1 ; only 
it expresses the fullest fellowship with God, not before the 
incarnation, but after the exaltation, and at the same time 
exhibits the relation of l01:e under a sensuous form (KoA.7Tov) ; 
not derived, however, from the custom (xiii. 23) of reclining 
at table (thus usually, but not appropriately in respect of 
fellowship with Gori), but rather from the analogy of a father's 
embrace (Luke xvi. 22). In its pragmatic bearing, o wv is the 
historical seal of the e,1J'Y~cm-ro; but we must not explain it, 
with Hilgenfeld, from the Gnostic idea of the 'TTA.~pCJJµa. -
heivoi;] strongly emphatic, and pointing heavenwards.1

-

e,'1},y~ua-ro] namely, the substance of His intuition of God; 
comp. viii. 3 8. The word is the usual one for denoting the 
exposition, interpretation of divine things, and intuitions. Plato, 
Pol. iv. p. 427 C; Schneid. Theag. p. 131; Xen. Cyr. viii 
3. 11 ; Soph. El. 41 7 ; comp. the E~"f1JTat in Athens: 
Ruhnken, ad Tim. p. 109 ff.; Hermann, gottesd. Alterth. § l, 
12. It does not occur elsewhere in John, and hence a special 
reference in its selection here is all the more to be presumed, 
the more strikingly appropriate it is to the context (against 
Li.icke, Maier, Godet). Comp. LXX. Lev. xiv. 57. 

Note.-The Prologue, which we must not with Reuss restrict 
to vv. 1-5, is not "A History of the Logos," describing Him 

tained in the J ,..,.,,,.,,;s ults, whereupon J J,, •· .-. ).. sets forth the exaltation of tho 
Only-begotten-just as in J ,..,.,,,. •Us were given tbe ground and source of the 
i;•y,;.-,no-as the infallible confirmation hereof. This also against Gess, p. 124. 
My interpretation is quite as compatible with earnest dealing in regard to the 
deity oj Ghrist (Hengstenberg) as the usual one, while both are open to abuse. 
Resides, we ho.ve nothing at all to do here with the earnestness referred to, but 
simply with the correctness or incorrectn.ess of the interpretation. Further, I 
have not through fear of spiritualism (o.s Beyschlag imagines) deviated from the 
usual meaning, which would quite agree with iii. 13. 

1 As with Homer (see Nitzsch, p. 37, noto 1), so in the N. T. John pre
eminently requires not merely to be read, but to bo spoken. His work is th11 
epic lllllong the Gospel.a. 
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down to ver. 13 as He was befo1·e His incarnation, and from 
ver. 14 ff. as incarnate (Olshausen). Against this it is decisivo 
that vv. 6-13 already refer to the period of His human exist
ence, and that, in particular, the sonship of believers, vv. 12, 
13, cannot be understood in any other than a specifically 
Christian sense. For this reason, too, we must not adopt the 
division of Ewald: (1) The pre-mundane history of the Logos, 
vv. 1-3; (2) The history of His first purely spiritual working 
up to the time of His incarnation, vv. 4-13 ; ( 3) The history 
of His human manifestation and ministry, vv. 14-18. John 
is intent rather on securing. in grand and condensed outline, 
a profound comprehensive view of the nature and work of the 
Logos; which latter, the work, was in respect of the world 
creative, in respect of mankind illuminative (the Li_qht). As 
this working of the Logos was historical, the description must 
necessarily also bear an historical character ; not in such a way, 
however, that a formal history was to be given, first of the 
A61o; /1rJ<1,pr.01, (which could not have been given), and then of the 
1.6yo; EM<1,pr.o; (which forms the substance of the Gospel itself), 
but in such a way that the whole forms a historical picture, in 
which we see, in the world which came into existence by the 
creative power of the Logos, His light shining before, after, and 
by means of His incarnation. This at the same time tells 
against Hilgenfeld, p. 60 ff., according to whom, in the Pro
logue, "the Gnosis of the absolute religion, from its immediate 
foundation to its highest perfection, runs through the series of 
its historical interventions." According to Kostlin, p. 102 ff., 
there is a brief triple description of all Christianity from the 
beginning onwards to the present; and this, too, (1) from the 
standing-point of God and His relation to the world, vv. 1-8; 
then (2) from the relations of the Logos to mankind, vv. 
9-13; and lastly, (3) in the individual, vv. 14-18, by which the 
end returns to the beginning, ver. 1. But a triple beginning 
(which Kaeuffer too assumes in the Sachs. Stud. 1844, p. 103 ff.) 
is neither formally hinted at nor really made: for, in ver. 9, ti 
A6yo; is not the subject to ~v, and this riv must, agreeably to the 
context, refer to the time of the Baptist, while Kostlin's con
struction and explanation of riv-ipx6p,svov is quite untenable; and 
because in tbe last part, from ver. 14 onwards, the antithesis 
between receiving and not receiving, so essential in the first two 
parts, does not at all recur again. The simple explanation, in 
harmony with the text, is as follows : The Prologue consists of 
three parts,-namely, (I) John gives a description (a) of tho 
primeval existence of the Logos, vv. 1, 2, and (b) of His 
creatii1e work, ver. 3 (with the addition of the first part of ver. 
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4-, wl1ich is the transition to what follows). Next, (2) he repre
sents Him in whom was life as the Light of manlcind, ver. 4 ff., 
Rnd this indeed (a) as He once bad been, when still without 
the antithesis of darkness, ver. 4, and (b) as He was in this 
antithesis, ver. 5. This shining in the darkness is continuous 
(hence ~aim, ver. 5), and the tragic opposition occasioned there
by now unfolds itself before our eyes onwards to ver. 13, in the 
following manner: " Though John came forward and testified 
of the Light, not being himself the Light, but a witness of the 
Light (vv. 6-8),-though He, the true Light, was already exist
ing (ver. 9),-tbough He was in the world, and the world was 
made by Him, still men acknowledged Him not; though He 
came to His own, His own received Him not (vv. 10, 11); 
whereas those who did receive Him obtained from Him power 
to become the spiritual sons of God (vv. 12, 13)." Lastly, 
(3) this blessedness of believers, due to the Logos who had his
torically come, now constrains the apostle to make still more 
prominent the mode ancl fashion in which He was manifested 
in history (His incarnation), and had revealed His _qlory, vv. 
14-18. Thus the Prologue certainly does not (against Baur) lift 
the historical out of its own proper soil, and transfer it to the 
sphere of metaphysics, but rather unveils its metaphysical side, 
which was essentially contained in and connected with it, as 
existing prior to its manilestation, and in the light of this its 
metaphysical connection sums it up according to its essence and 
antithesis, its actual development and the proof of its historical 
truth being furnished by the subsequent detailed narrative in the 
Gospel. We may distinguish the three parts thus: (1) The pre
mundane existence and creative work of the Logos, vv. l-4a; (2) 
His u·ork as the Li"ght of men, and the opposition to this, vv. 4-13; 
(3) The revelation of His glory which toolc place tMough the in
carnation, vv. 14-18. Or, in the briefest way: the Logos (1) 
as the creator; (2) as the source of light; (3) as the manifes
tation of the God-man. This third part shows us the Incarnate 
One again, ver. 18, where as tJ.1Japxo. He was in the beginning
o ~~ fls .,,_ x6"Jv1r. 'rov ,,.w,p6,; ; and the cycle is complete. 

Vv. 19, 20. The historical narrative, properly so called, 
now begins, and quite in the style of the primitive Gospels 
(comp. Marki; Acts x. 36, 37, xiii. 23-25), with the testi
mony of the Baptist. - ,cal,] and, now first of all to narrate 
the testimony already mentioned in ver. 15 ; for this, and not 
another borne before the baptism, is meant ; see note foll. 
ver. 2 8. - a UT'1J] "The following is the testimony of J ohu, 
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which he bore when," etc.1 Instead of ~rt, the evangelist 
puts ore, because the idea of time was with him the predomi
n3lll.t one. Comp. Pflugk, ad Hee. l O 7; Ellendt, Lex. Soph. II. 
p. 3 9 3. Had he written on, his thought would have been: 
"Herein did his testimony consist, that the Jews sent to hiru, 
and he confessed," etc.-o; 'Iovoai:oi] means, even in such 
passages as this, where it is no merely indifferent designation 
of the people (as in ii. 6, 13, iii. 1, iv. 22, v. 1, xviii. 33 ff., 
and often), nothing else than the Jews; yet John, writing 
when he had long severed himself from Judaism, makes the 
body of the Jews, as the old religious community from which 
the Christian Church had already completely separated itself, 
thus constantly appear in a hostile sense in face of the Lord 
and His work, as the ancient theocratic people in corporate 
opposition to the new community of God (which had entered 
into their promised inheritance) and to its Head. How little 
may be deduced from this as ground of argument against the 
age and genuineness of the Gospel, see my Introd. § 3. For 
the rest, in individual passages, the context must always show 
who, considered more minutely as matter of history, the persons 
in question were by whom oi 'Iovoai:oi are represented, as in this 
place, where it was plainly the Sanhedrim 2 who represented 
the people of the old religion. Comp. v. 15, ix. 22, xviii. 12, 
31, etc. - K.al. Aevi"Tas-] priests, consequently, with their 
subordinates, who had, however, a position as teachers, and 
aspired to priestly authority (see Ewald and Hengstenberg). 
The mention of these together is a trait illustrative of John's 
precision of statement, differing from the manner of the Synop
tics, but for that very reason, so far from raising doubts as to 
the genuineness, attesting rather the independence and origi
nality of John (against Weisse), who no longer uses the phrase 
so often repeated in the Synoptics, "the scribes and elders," 
because it had to him already become strange and out of date. 
- uv Tls- ei] for John baptized (ver. 25), and this baptism 
had reference to Messiah's kingdom (Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 

1 Following Origen and Cyril, Panlus and B Crusius suppose that :.-, begins 
n new sentence, of which""'' .,,,_,;.,y•~•, etc., is to ho take.n as the apoclosi£-con• 
trary to the simplicity of John's style. 

• Comp. 'A;c,,.,,,; in Homer, which often means the proceres of the Greeks. 
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xxxiii. 23; Zech. xiii. 1). He had, generally, made a great 
sensation as a prophet, and had even given rise to the opinion 
that he was the Messiah (Luke iii. 15; comp. Acts xiii. 25); 
hence the question of the supreme spiritual court was _jiistified, 
Deut. xviii. 21, 22, Matt. xxi. 23. The question itself is not 
at all framed in a captious spirit. We must not, with Chry
sostom and most others, regard it as prompted by any nialicious 
motive, but must explain it by the authoritative position of 
the supreme court. Nevertheless it implies the assumption 
that John regarded himself as the Messiah ; and hence his 
answer in ver. 20, hence also the emphatic precedence given 
to the uv; comp. viii. 25. Luthardt too hastily concludes 
from the form of the question, that the main thing with them 
was the person, not the call and purpose of Goel. But they 
would have inferred the call and purpose of God from the 
person, as the question which they ask in ver. 25 shows. -
EE' I €pou.] belongs to a1reuTH'A.av. -tcal wµ,o'A.o,y.] still de
pendent on the OT€. - wµ,o'A.. tcal ov,c 'lJPV~u.] emphatic pro
minence given to his straightforward confession; c:,., u'A.ri0iJ<, 
Kal uTEppo<,, Euthymius Zigabenus; comp. Eur. El. 1057: 
<PT}µ,L tcal OV/C a1rapvovµ,ai; Soph. Ant. 4-13 ; Dern. de Chcrs. 
10 8. 7 3 : 'A.eECIJ 1rpo<, vµ,os "al OV/C a1ro1tpvvoµ,ai. See Bremi 
in Zoe.; Valcken. Schol. ad Act. xiii. 11. - "al, wµ,o)...J The 
first "· wµ,o'A.. was absolute (Add. ad Esth. i. 15, and in the 
cla:isics) ; this second has for subject the following sentence 
(on recitative). Moreover, "vehementer auditorem commovet 
ejusdem redintegratio verbi," ad Herenn. iv. 28. There is, 
however, no side glance here at the disciples of John ( comp. 
the Introd.). To the evangelist, who had himself been the 
pupil of the Baptist, the testimony of the latter was weighty 
enough in itself to lead him to give it emphatic prominence. 
- According to the right order of the words (see crit. notes), 
e,y(i) ov,c 1;i,µ,l o X., the emphasis lies upon e,yw; I on my part, 
which implies that he knew another who was the Messiah. 

Ver. 21. In consequence of this denial, the next point was 
to inquire whether he was the Elias who, according to Mal. 
iv. 5, was expected (back from heaven) as the immediate fore
runner of the Messiah. - T t o v v] not, quid ergo es (Beza 
et al.), but as Tl<, does not again occur (vers. 19, 22): ,ohat 
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fhcn i.s the case, if thou art not tlrn Messiah 7 what is the real 
state of the matter ? -Art thou Elias? So put, the question 
assumes it as certain that John must give himself out to be 
Elias, after he had denied that he was the Messiah. - ou" 
Elµt] He could give this answer, notwithstanding what is 
said in Luke i. 17, Matt. xi. 14, xvii. 10 (against Hilgenfeld), 
since he could only suppose his interrogators were thinking of 
the literal, not of the antitypical Elijah. Bengel well says: 
"omnia a se amolitur, ut Christum confiteatur et ad Christum 
redigat quaerentes." He was conscious, nevertheless, according 
to ver. 23, in what sense he was Elias; but taking the question 
ns literally meant, there was no occasion for him to go beyond 
that meaning, and to ascribe to himself in a special manner 
the character of an antitypical Elias, which would have been 
neither prudent nor profitable. The ov" EtJu is too de.finite an 
answer to the definite question, to be taken as a denial in 
general of every r.xternally de.fined position (Briickner) ; he 
would have had to answer evasively. - o 'IT'po<p~T'TJ<; Et uv ;] 
The absence of any connecting link in the narrative shows the 
rapid, hasty manner of the interrogation. o 'IT'po<p~T'TJ<; is 
marked out by the article as the well-known promised prophet, 
and considering the previous question 'HA{a,; Et uv, can only 
bP. a nameless one, and therefore not Jcremias, according to 
Matt. xvi. 14 (Grotius, Kuinoel, Olshausen, Klee, Lange), but 
the one intended in De·at. xviii. 15, the reference of whom to 
the Messiah Himself (Acts iii. 22, vii. 37; John i. 46, vi. 14) 
was at least not universal (comp. vii. 40), and was not adopted 
by the interrogators here. Judging from the descending climax 
of the points of these questions, they must rather have thought 
of some one inferior to Elias, or, in general, of an individual 
undefined, owing to the :fluctuation of view regarding Him 
who was expected as "the prophet." 1 Nonnus well expresses 
the namelessness and yet eminence of this o 'IT'po<p~T'TJ<;: µ~ uv 

µot, av JCaAiovui, 0E'TJ,YOpo,; Juul, 'IT'pocf,1T'TJ<;, &,y,yEAO<; Juuoµivwv; 

1 Luthardt thinks of the prophet in the second portion of Isaiah. Comp. 
Hofmann, Weissag u. Er/. II. p. 69. It would agree with this, that John 
imrneiliately gives an answer taken from Isa. xl. But if his interrogators hnu 
had in mind Isa. xl ff., they woulu probably have uesignated him whom they 
meant more characterislically, viz. as the aervant of Jehovah. 
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Observe how the rigid denialR become shortened at last to the 
uare oil. Here also we have a 1W on the Baptist's lips, because 
in his view Jesus was the prophet of Deut. xviii. 

Vv. 22, 23. Now comes the question which cannot be met 
by a bare negative; lva as in ix. 3 6. - The positive answer to 
this is from Isa. xl. 3 according to the LXX., with the varia
tion eu0vvaT€ instead of frotµ,aa-aTE, in unison with the second 
half of the words in the LXX. For the rest, see on Matt. iii. 3. 
The designation of himself, the herald of the coming Messiah 
calling men to repentance, as a voice, was given in the words 
of the prophet, and the accompanying /3owvTor; iv Tfj ip~µ.rp 
excludes the idea which Baur entertains, that John here 
intended to divest himself, as it were, of every personal charac
teristic. According to Hilgenfeld, Evang. p. 236, the evan
gelist has put the passage of Scripture applied to the Baptist 
by the Synoptics (who, however, have not this account at all) 
" at last into the Baptist's own mouth." 

Ver. 24 ff. The inquiry, which pI"oceeds still further, finds 
a pragmatic issue in pharisaic style (for the Sanhedrim had 
chosen their deputies from this learned, orthodox, and crafty 
party). From their strict scholastic standing-point, they could 
allow (ovv) so thoroughly reformatory an innovation as that of 
baptism (see on Matt. iii 5), considering its connection with 
J\fessiah's kingdom, only to the definite personalities of the 
Messiah, Elias, or the promised prophet, and not to a man 
with so vague a call as that which the Baptist from Isa. x1 3 
ascribed to himself,-a passage which the Pharisees had not 
thought of explaining in a Messianic sense, and were not accus
tomed so to apply it in their schools. Hence the parenthetical 
remark just here inserted: "And they that were sent belonged 
to the Pharisees,"-a statement, therefore, which pointsforwarcls, 
and does not serve as a supplementary explanation of the 
hostile spirit of the question (Euthymius Zigabenus, Liicke, 
and most others). - The reply corresponds to what the Baptist 
had said of himself in ver. 23, that he was appointed to prepare 
the way for the Messiah. His baptism, consequently, was not 
the baptism of the Spirit, which was reserved for the Messiah 
(ver. 3 3), but a baptism of water, yet without the elementmn 
coeleste; there was already standing, however, in thdr midst the 
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fnr greater One, to whom this preparatory baptism pointed. 
The first clause of the verse, f"/W {3aTrT. Jv iloan, implies, there
fore, that by his baptism he does not lay claim to anything 
that belongs to the J,fessiah (the baptism of the Spfrit); and this 
portion refers to the El uv ou,c eI o XpiuTor; of ver. 25. The 
second clause, however, µluo,;, etc., implies that this prelimi
nary baptism of his had now the justification, owing to his 
relation to the Messiah, of a divinely ordained necessity (ver. 
23) ; since the Messiah, unknown indeed to them, already 
stood in their midst, and consequently what they allowed to 
Elias, or the prophet, dare not be left unperformed on his 
part; and this part of his answer refers to the ouoe 'H">..[ar; 
ouoe o Trpoqn]TTJ<; in ver. 2 5. Thus the question Ti ovv 
/3aTrTtf;Hr; is answered by a twofold reason. There is much 
that is inappropriate in the remarks of expositors, who have 
not sufficiently attended to the connection : e.g., De W ette 
overlooks the appropriateness of the answer to the Elias 
question; Tholuck contents himself with an appeal to the 
"laconic-comma style" of the Baptist; and Bruckner thinks 
that " John wished to give no definite answer, but yet to in
dicate his relation to the Messiah, and the fact of his pointing 
to Him;" w bile Baumlein holds that the antithetical clause, 8r; 
/3ar.-rtuE£ iv '1T'VEvµ. ary., which was already intended to be here 
inserted; was jorgotten, owing to the intervening sentences ; and 
finally, Hilgenfeld, after comparing together Matthew and Luke, 
deduces the unhistorical character of the narrative. Heracleon 
already was even of opinion that John did not answer accord
ing to the question asked of him, but as he auTor; i/3011">..e-ro. 
In answer to him, Origen. - iryw] has the emphasis of an 
antithesis to the higher Baptizer (µ,luor; oe, etc.), not to vµeir; 
(Godet). Next to this, the stress lies on lv iloan This is 
the element (see on Matt. iii. 11) in which his baptism was 
performed. This otherwise superfluous addition has a limiting 
force, and hence is important. - µfoor;J without the spurious 
oe is all the more emphatic; see on ver. 17. The empha
sizing of the antithesis, however, has brought this µluor; to the 
front, because it was the manifestation of the J,fessiah, already 
taking place in the very midst of the Jews, which justified John 
in baptizing. Had the Messiah been still far off, that baptism 
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would have lacked its divine necessity ; IIe i.vas, however, 
standing in their midst, i.e. dvaµeµvyµho,; TOTE Tcj, Xarj, (Euthy
mius Zigabenus). - ~v vµe1,,; ovtc otoa-re] reveals the reason 
why they could question as they had done in ver. 25. The 
emphasis is on vµe,,;, as always (against Tholuck); here in 
contrast with the knowledge which he himself had (see on 
ver. 28, note) of the manifested Messiah: you on your part, 
you people, have the Messiah among you, and know Him not 
(that is, as the Messiah). In ver. 27, after rejecting the 
words auTo<; ea-Tw and ~,; lµ1rpoa-. µov ,yl!yovev (see the critical 
notes), there remains only o cnrta-,., µov epxoµevo,; (ver. 15), 
and that in fact as the subject of µla-o,; ea-T7JKev, which subject 
then receives the designation of its superiority over the Bap
tist in the ov e,yw OU/(, elµ~ aEto<;, K.T.A. Concerning this desig
nation, see on Matt. iii. 11. - e,yw] I for my part. - aEto<; 
7va J worthy that I should loose; 7va introduces the purpose of 
the aftoT'T)',. Comp. [,cavo', tzia, Matt. viii. 8, Luke vii. 6. -
ahov] placed first for emphasis, and corresponding to the l,yw. 
On auTOV after ov, see Winer, p. 140 [E. T. p. 184]. TovTOV 
would have been still more emphatic. 

Ver. 28. On account of the importance of His public 
appearance, a definite statement of its locality is again given. 
-A place so exactly described by John himself (xi. 18), 
according to its situation, as Bethany on the Moimt of Olives, 
cannot be meant here ; there must also have been another 
Bethany situated in Peraea, probably only a village, of which 
nothing further is known from history. Origen, invest~gat
ing both the locality and the text, did not find indeed any 
BetLany, but a Bethabara instead 1 (comp. Judg. vii. 24 ?), 
which the legends of his day described as the place of 

1 To suppose, with Possinus, Spicil. Ei•ang. p. 32 (in the Catena iri l\Iarc. 
p. 382 f.), that both names have the same signification (il;.~P, r,•~• domus tran-

silus, ford-house ; r,•)N Tl'::l, donius navis, ferry-house),-a view to which even 

Lange inclines, L. /"ii. 4Ei°l,-is all the more untenable, seeing that this etymo
logy is not at all appropriate to the position of Bethany on the l'rlount of Olives. 
Origen himself explain8 the name Bethabara with an evident intention to allego• 
rize : ,r .. ,, ..., .. ,. .... ,u~r (~'1:J). The derivation of the name Bethnny (Lightfoot : 
\)'il 1\ll, house of dates ; Simon : il~)ll T,\::)1 locua depressionis; others : 

N'jll n;~, domu,8 mi8eri) is doubtful. • • ·• •• 
T ;- u 
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baptism; the legend, however, misled him. For Bethany in 
Peraea could not have been situated at all in the same latitude 
with Jericho, as the tradition represents, but must have lain 
much farther north; for Jesus occupied about three days in 
travelling thence to the J udaean Bethany for the raising of 
Lazarus (see on xi. 17). Yet Paulus (following Bolten) 
understood the place to be Bethany on the Mount of Olives, 
and puts a period after E"fEVeTo, in spite of the facts that Ty 

t,raupwv (comp. ver. 35) must begin the new narration, and that 
or.ov iiv 'Iwavv. ,8ar.T. must clearly refer to ver. 25 ff. Baur, 
however, makes the name, which according to Schenkel must 
be attributed to an error of a non-Jewish author, to have been 
invented, in order to represent Jesus(?) as beginning His public 
ministry at a Bethany, seeing that He came out of a Bethany 
at its close. Against the objection still taken to this name 
even by Weizsiicker (a name which a third person was certainly 
least of all likely to venture to insert, seeing that Bethany on 
the Mount of Olives was so well known), see Ewald, Jah1·b. 
XII. p. 214 ff. A.s to the historic truth of the whole account 
in vv. 19-28, which, especially by the reality of the situa
tion, by the idiosyncrasy of the questions and answers, and 
their appropriateness in relation to the characters and circum
stances of the time, as well as by their connection with the 
reckoning of the day in the following verses, reveals the recol
lections and interest of an eye-witness, see Schweizer, p. 10 0 ff.; 
Bleek, Beitr. p. 256. - or.ov ~v 'I wavv. ,8ar.T.] where John 
was employed in baptizing. 

Note.-(1.) Seeing that, according to vv. 26, 27 (comp. espe
cially ilv uµ,Eif ov" o'foa.n, which implies his own personal 
acquaintance), the Baptist already knows the Messiah, while 
according to vv. 31-33 he first learned to recognise Him at 
His baptism by means of a divine <111/uiov, it certainly follows 
tbat the occurrences related in vv. 19-28 took place after the 
baptism of Jesus; and consequently this baptism could not have 
occurred on the same or the following day (Hengstenberg), 
nor in the time between vv. 31 and 32 (Ewald). Wieseler, 
F.brard, Luthardt, Godet, and most expositors, as already Lucke, 
Tholuck, De W ette, following the older expositors, rightly 
regard the events of ver. 19 ff. as subseq_uent to the baptism. 
It is futile to appeal, as against this (Bruckner), to the "inde-
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finiteness" of the words ilv vµ,ei; o~x o75a-:-e, for there is really no 
indefiniteness in them; while to refer them to a merely pre
liminary knowledge, in opposition to the definite acquaintance 
which began at the baptism, is (against Hengstenberg) a mere 
subterfuge. That even after the baptism, which had already 
taken place, John could say," Ye know Him not," is sufficiently 
conceivable, if we adhere to the purely historical account of the 
baptism, as given in vv. 31-34. See on Matt p. 111 ff. (2.) 
Although, according to Matt. iii. 14, John already knows Jesus 
as the Messiah when He came to be baptized of him, there is in 
this only an apparent discrepancy between the two evangelists; 
see on ver. 31. (3.) Mark i. 7, 8, and Luke iii. 16 ff., are not 
at variance with John ; for those passages only speak of the 
Messiah as being in Himself near at hand, and do not already 
presuppose any personal acquaintance with Jesus as the Mes
siah. (4.) The testimonies borne by the Baptist, as recorded in 
the Synoptics, are, both as to time (before the baptism) and 
occasion, very different from that recorded in John i. 19 ff., 
which was given before a deputation from the high court; and 
therefore the historic truth of both accounts is to be retained 
side by side,1 though in details John (against Weisse, who attri
butes the narrative in John to another hand; so Baur and 
others) must be taken as the standard. (5.) To deny any 
reference in ver. 19 ff. to the baptism of Jesus (Baur), is 
quite irreconcilable with vv. 31 and 33; for the evangelist 
could not but take it for granted that the baptism of Jesus 
(which indeed Weisse, upon the wholP, questions) was a well
known fact. (6.) Definite as is the reference to the baptism of 
Jesus, there is not to be found any allusion whatever in John's 
account to the history of the temptation with its forty days, which 
can be brought in only before ver. 19, and even then involving 
a contradiction with the Synoptics. The total absence of any 
mention of this-important as it would have been in connection 
with the baptism, and with John's design generally in view of 
his idea of the Logos (against B. Crusius)-does not certainly 
favour the reality of its historic truth as an actual and outward 
event. Comp. Schleiermacher, L. J. p. 154. If the baptism of 

1 Keim, Oesch. J. I. p. 622, sees in John's account not so much an historical 
narrative, as rather (!) a "very significant literary introduction to the Baptist. 
who to a certain extent (1) is officially declaring himself. According to Scholten, 
the Baptist, during his ministry, did not at all recognise Jesus as Messiah, und 
Matt. iiL 14, 15 is said to be an addition to the text of Mark ; " while the 
fourth Gospel does not relate the baptism of Jesus, but only mentions the revela • 
.tion from heaven then made, because to narrate the former would not be a1,pro
J>riate to the Gnosis of the Logos. 
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Jesus be placed bet ,rem tl1e two testimonies of ver. 19 ff. and 
ver. 29 ff. (so Hilgenfeld and Bruckner, following Olshausen, 
B. Crnsius, and others), which would oblige us still to place it 
on the day of the first testimony (see Bruckner), though Biium
lein (in the Stud. u. Krit. 1846, p. 389) would• leave this uncer
tain ; then the history of the temptation is as good as expressly 
excluded by John, because it must find its place (Mark i. 12 ; 
Matt. iv. 1 ; Luke iv. 1) immediately after the baptism. In 
opposition to this view, Hengstenberg puts it in the period after 
iii. 22, which is only an unavailing makeshift. 

Ver. 29. Tfl e?Tavp,ov] on the following day, the next after 
the events narrated in vv. 19-28. Comp. vv. 35, 44 (ii 1), 
vi. 22, xii. 12. - epx6µ,. ?Tpor; ath.] coming towards him, not 
coming to him, i.e. only so near that he could point to Him 
(Baur). Re came, however, neither to take leave of the Bap
tist before His temptation (Kuinoel, against which is ver. 35), 
nor to be baptiz~d of him (Ewald, Hengstenberg ; see the 
foregoing note); but with a purpose not more fully known to 
us, which John has not stated, because he was not concerned 
about that, but about the testimony of the Baptist. If we were 
to take into account the narrative of the temptation,-which, 
however, is not the case,-J esus might be regarded as here 
refarning from the temptation (see Euthymius Zigabenus, 
Liicke, Luthardt, Riggenbach, Godet).-roe o aµ,vor; TOV 0eov, 
/C.T.X.J These words are not addressed to Jesus, but to those 
who are around the Baptist, and they are suggested by the 
sight of Jesus ; comp. ver. 3 6. As to the use of the singular 
rSe, when nevertheless several are addressed, see on Matt. x. 
16. The article denotes the appointed Lamb of God, which, 
according to the prophetic utterance presupposed as well 
l.""Ilown, was expected in the person of the Messiah. This cha
racteristic form of Messianic expectation is based upon Isa. 
liii 7. Comp. Matt. viii 17; Luke xxii. 37; Acts viii. 32; 
1 Pet. ii. 22 ff.; and the apvtov in the Apocalypse. On the 
force of the article, see ver. 21, o ?Tpo<p~TTJ<,; also ;, pt(a Toii 
'Ieuuat, Hom. xv. 12; o A.EWV o €/C 7"~<, <pVA.~<, 'Iovba, Rev. v. 
5. The genitive is that of possession, that which belongs to 
God, i.e. the lamb appointed as a sacrifice by God Himself. 
This interpretation follows from the entire contents of Isa. liii., 
and from the idea of sacrifice which is contained in o afpwv, 



CIIAP. I. 2!), 113 

,c -r."ll.. \Ve must not tlrnrefore render : "the Lamb given by 
God" (Hofmann, Luthardt). But while, according to this 
view, the lamb, designated and appointed by God, is meant.
the lamb already spoken of in holy prophecies of old, whose 
fulfilment in Jesus was already recognised by the Baptist,
it is erroneous to assume any reference to the paschal lamb 
(Luther, Grotius, Bengel, Lampe, Olshausen, Maier, Reuss, 
Luthardt, Hofmann, Hengstenberg; comp. Godet). Such an 
assumption derives no support from the more precise definition 
in o atpwv, K.T.X., and would produce a iunepov 7rpoTepov; for 
the view which regarded Christ as the paschal lamb first arose 
ex eventu, because He was crucified upon the same day on which 
the paschal lamb was slain (see on xviii. 28 ; 1 Cor. v. 7). He 
certainly thus became the antitype of the paschal lamb, but, 
according to the whole tenor of the passage in Isaiah, He was 
not regarded by the Baptist in this special aspect, nor could He 
be so conceived of by his hearers. The conception of sacrifice 
which, according to the prophecy in Isaiah and the immediate 
connection in John, is contained in o aµ,vor; TOU 0eoii, is that of 
the trespass-offering, Cl~~. Isa. liii. 10 ;1 1 John ii. 2, iv. 10, i. 7. 
It by no means militates against this, that, according to the law, 
lambs were not as a rule employed for trespass-offerings (Lev. 
xiv. 2, Num. vi. 12, relate to exceptional cases only; and the 
daily morning and evening sacrifices, Ex. xxix. 38 ff., Nulll. 
xxviii.,which Wetstein here introduces, were prayer- and thank
offerings), but for sacrifices of purification (Lev. v. 1-6, xiv. 12; 
N um. vi. 12): 2 for in Isaiah the Servant of Jehovah, who makes 
atonement for the people by His vicarious sufferings, is repre
sented as a lamb; and it is this prophetic view, not the legal 
prescription, which is the ruling thought here. Christ was, as 
the Baptist here prophetically recognises Him, the antitype of 
the 0. T. sacrifices : He must therefore, as such, be represented 
in the form of some animal appointed for sacrifice ; and the ap
propriate figure was given not in the law, but by the prophet, who, 

1 As to the distinction between trespass or guilt nnd sin offerings, n~l!ln, 
see Ewald, Altertli. p. 76 ft.; and for the various opinions on this distinctio~, 
especially Keil, Arch. I. § 46 ; Oehler in Herzog's Encykl. X. p. 462 lf.; S.1.a..l
schiitz, M. R. p. 321 ff. 

• Concerning cit;i~, Lev. v. 6, see Knobel in loc. 

ii 
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contemplating Hirn in His gentleness ~nd meekness, r~prcsenfa 
Him as a sacrificial lamb, and from this was derived the forni. 
which came to be the normal one in the Christian manner of 
view. The apostolic church consequently could apprehend Him 
as the Christian Passover; though legally the passover lamb, as 
a trespass-offering, which it certainly was, differed from the ordi
nary trespass-offerings (Ewald, Altcrth. p. 46 7 f.; Hengstenberg 
takes a different view, Opfer. d. h. Sehr. p. 24 ff.). This Christian 
method of view accordingly had a prophetical, and not a legal 
foundation. To exclude the idea of sacrifice altogether, and to 
find in the expression Lamb of God the representation merely 
of a divinely consecrated, innocent, and gentle sufferer (Gabler, 
Jfelet. in Joh. i 29, Jen. 1808-1811, in his Opusc. p. 514 ff.; 
Paulus, Kuinoel), is opposed to the context both in Isaiah and 
in John, as well as to the view of the work of redemption 
which pervades the whole of the N. T. Weiss, Lehrbegr. 

1 -gff ' " ' ' ] • h • p. D . - o aipmv T. aµ,apT. T. ,cauµ,av may e1t er sig-
nify, "who talces away the sin of the world," or, " who takes 
upon himself," etc., i.e. in order to bear it. Both renderings 
(which Flacius, Melancthon, and most others, even Baumlein, 
combine) must, according to Isa. liii., express the idea of 
atonement; so that in the first the cancelling of the guilt is 
conceived of as a removing, a doing away with sin (an aboli
tion of it); in the second, as a bearing (an expiation) of it. 
The latter interpretation is usually preferred (so Li.icke, B. 
Crusius, De W ette, Hengstenberg, Bruckner, Ewald, Weber, 
v. Zorne Gottes, p. 250), because in Isa. liii. the idea is cer
tainly that of bearing by way of expiation (t(~) : LXX. cpep1:t, 
aveve,yKe, avoluei). But since the LXX. never use atpetv to 
express the bearing of sin, but always cpepeiv, etc., while on 
the other hand they express the talcing awciy of sin by atpeiv 
(1 Sam. xv. 25, xxv. 28; Aq. Ps. xxxi. 5, where Symm. has 
arf,t>..v~ and the LXX. arf,~Ka~) ; and as . the context of 1 John 
iii. 5, in like manner, requires us to take Ta~ aµ,apTU18 ~µ,wv 
apv, there used to denote the act of expiation (comp. ii 2), as 
signifying the talcing away of sins ; so o atp,,:w, etc., here is to 
be explained in this sense,-not, indeed, that the Baptist ex
presses an idea different from Isa. liii., but the expiation there 
described as a bearing of sins is represented, according to its 
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necessary and immediate result, as the abolition of sins by 
virtue of the vicarious sacrificial suffering and death of tbe 
victim, as the d0fr'T)utc; aµapTlac;, Heb. ix. 26. Comp. already 
Cyril: tva TOV ICOUµov T~V aµapT{av dvhv; Vulgate: qui 
tollit ; Goth. : afnimith. John himself expresses this idea in 
1 John i. 7, when referring to the sin-cleansing power of 
Christ's blood, which operates also on those who are already 
regenerate (see Diisterdieck in loc., p. 9 9 ff.), by ,ca0apltct ~µac; 
a.'11"0 '71"au7J<; aµapT{ac;. The taking away of sins by the Lamb 
presupposes His taking them upon Himself. The interpreta
tion. "to take away," in itself correct, is (after Grotius) misused 
by Kuinoel: " removebit peccata homin.um, i.e. pravitatem e 
terra; " 1 and Gabler has misinterpreted the ren.deri ng " to bear:" 
"qui pravitatem homin.um ... i.e. mala sibi inflicta, patien.ti 
et man.sueto an.imo sustinebit." Both are opposed to the neces
sary relation. of the word to o aµvoc; T, 0€ov, as well as to the 
real meaning of Isa. liii. ; although even Gabler's explanation. 
would not in itself be linguistically erroneous, but would have 
to be referred back to the signification, to talce itpon oneself, to 
take over (lEsch. Pm. 544; Soph. Tr. 70; Xen. Mem. iv. 4. 
14; 1 Mace. xiii. 17; Matt. xi. 29, al.). - The Present o 
afpr,JV arises from the fact that the Baptist prophetically views 
the act of atonement accomplished by the Lamb of God as 
present. This act is ever-enditring, not in itself, but in its 
effects (against Hengstenberg). Luthardt holds that the words 
are not to be understood of the future, and that the Baptist 
had not Christ's death in view, but only regarded and desig
nated Him in a general way, as one who was manifested in a 
body of weakness, and with liability to suffering, in order to 
the salvation of men. But this is far too general for the con
crete representation of Christ as the Lamb of God, and for the 
express reference herein made to sin, especially from the lips of 
a man belonging to the old theocracy, who was himself the son 
of a sacrificing priest, a Nazarite and a prophet. - T~v aµap
T la v] the sins of the world conceived of as a collective unity; 

1 Comp. Daur, N. T. Theol. p. 396 : "In a general sense, He bears away and 
removes sin by His personal m,mifestation and ministry throughout." This 
is connectecl with the error that we do not find in John the same signi.6.cancq 
attached to Christ's death which we find in Paul 
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"una pestis, qure omnes corripuit," Bengel. Comp. Rom. v. 20. 
- ,-ov ,cocr,uov] an extension of the earlier prophetic repre
sentation of atonement for the people, Isa. liii., to all mankind, 
the reconciliation of whom has been objectively accomplished by 
the i),,,acr,-~ptov of the Lamb of God, but is accomplished sub
J°ectively in all who believe (iii. 15, 16). Comp. Rom. v. 18. 

Note.-That the Baptist describes Jesus as the Messiah, who 
by His sufferings makes expiation for the world's sin, is to be 
explained by considering his apocalyptic position, by which his 
prophecies, which had immediate reference to the person and 
work of Jesus, were conditioned; comp. vv. 31 ff. It was not 
that he had obtained a sudden glimpse of light in a natural 
manner (Hofmann, Schweizer, Lange), or a growing presenti
ment (De Wette), or a certitude arrived at by reason and deep 
reflection (Ewald) ; but a re'l)elation had been made to him 
(comp. ver. 33). This was necessary in order to announce the 
idea of a suffering Messiah with such decision and distinctness, 
even according to its historical realization in Jesus ;-an idea 
which, though it had been discovered by a few deep-seeing 
minds through prophetic hints or divine enlightenment (Luke 
ii 25, 34, 35), nevertheless undoubtedly encountered in general 
expectations of a kind diametrically opposite (xii. 34; Luke 
:x:xiv. 26),-and in order likewise to give to that idea the impress 
of world-embracing universality, although the way was already 
prepared for this by the promise made to. Abraham. The 
more foreign the idea of a suffering Messiah was to the people 
in general, the more disinclined the disciples of Jesus showed 
themselves to accept such a view (Matt. xvi. 21; Luke xxiv. 25); 
the more certain that its dissemination was effected by the 
development of the history, while even thus remaining a con
stant O'xc:Lvoai..ov to the Jews, the more necessary and justifiable 
does it appear to suppose a special divine revelation, with which 
the expression borrowed from Isa. ]iii may very well be con
sistent. And the more certain it is that the Baptist really 
was the subject of divine revelations as the forerunner of the 
Messiah (comp. Matt. iii. 14), all the more unhistorical is the 
assumption that the evangelist divests the idea of the Messiah 
of its historical form (Keim) by putting his own knowledge 
into the Baptist's mouth (Strauss,. Weisse, Baur, Hilgenfeld, 
Scholten ; comp. De W ette's doubt, but against this latter, 
Bruckner). This view receives no support from the subsequent 
vacillation of the Baptist (Matt. xi. 3), because the revelation 
which he had received, as well as that made to him at the 
baptism (ver. 32), would not exclude a subsequent and temp~ 
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rary falling into error, and because this was not caused by any 
sufferings which Jesus underwent, but by his own sufferings in 
face of the Messianic works of Jesus, whereby the divine light 
previously received was dimmed through human weakness and 
impatience. It is only by surrendering the true interpretation 
(see o a.'/pwv above) that Luthardt avoids such a gupposition as 
this. The notion of a spiritualizing legend (Schenkel) is of 
itself excluded by the genuineness of the Gospel, whose author 
had been a disciple of the Baptist. Moreover, Jesus Himself, 
according even to the testimony of the Synoptics (Mark ii. 20 ; 
Matt. xii. 39, etc.), was sufficiently acquainted from the very 
first with the certainty of His final sufferings. 

Ver. 30 does not refer to vv. 26, 27, where John bears his 
witness before the deputies from the Sanbedrim, but to an 
earlier testimony borne by him before his disciples and hearers, 
and in this definite enigmatic form, to which ver. 15 likewii;e 
refers. So essential is this characteristic form, that of itself it 
excludes the reference to vv. 26, 27 (De Wette, Hengstenberg, 
Ewald, Godet, and others). The general testimony which John 
had previously borne to the coming Messiah, here receives its 
definite application to the concrete personality there standing 
before him, i.e. to Jesus.-E<TT{] not rjv again, as in ver. 15, 
for Jesus is now present. - t!,yw] possesses the emphasis of a 
certain inward feeling of prophetic certitude. - av~p] as 
coming from the Baptist, more reverential and honourable than 
av0pc,nro,;. Acts xvii. 31; Zech. vi. 12; Dern. 426. 6; 
Herod. vii. 210 ; Xen. Hier. vii. 3. 

Ver. 31. Ka,yw] not I also, like all others, but and I, 
resuming and carrying forward the e,yw of ver. 30. Though 
the Baptist had borne witness in a general way concerning 
the Messiah, as ver. 30 affirms, Jesus was, at the time when 
he bare that witness, still unknown to him as in His own 
person the historic Messiah. Ver. 3 4 shows that Ka£ in ,ca.,yco 
is the simple and; for the thrice repeated Ka,yw, vv. 31-34, 
can only be arbitrarily interpreted in different senses. The 
emphasis of the e,yw, however (I on my part), consists in his 
ignorance of the special individuality, in the face of the divine 
revelation which he had received. - ovK ifSeiv avTov] that 
is, as the Messiah, see ver. ~ 3 ; not "as the manifestation of a 
rre-existent personality" (Hilgenfeld); still not denying, iu 
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general, every kind of previous acquaintance ,vith Jesus 
(Lucke, Godet), which the following 7va cpavepCJJ0fi and ov 
vµe'is OUK orO<l7"E in ver. 2 6 forbid. This OUK ifoetv leaves it 
quite uncertain whether the Baptist had any personal acquaint
ance generally with Jesus (and this is by no means placed 
beyond doubt by the legendary prefatory history in Luke i. 
3 6 ff., which is quite irreconcilable with the text before us). 
That Jesus was the J,:fessiah became known to the Baptist only 
at the baptism itself, by the sign of the descending dove ; and 
this sign was immediately preceded only by the prophetic 
presentiment of which Matt. iii. 14 is the impress (see on that 
passage). Accordingly, we are not to assume any contradiction 
between our text and Matt. l.c. (Strauss, Baur, and most others), 
nor leave the ouK fioew with its meaning unexplained (Bruck
ner); nor, again, are we to interpret it only comparatively as a 
denial of clea,• and certain knowledge (Neander, Maier, Riggen
bach, Hengstenberg, Ewald). - ci.XX' Z'va cpavepCJJ0fi, K.T.X.] 
occupying an emphatic position at the beginning of the clause, 
and stating the purpose of the Baptist's manifestation as re
ferring to Messiah, and as still applying notwithstanding the 
Karyw ouK ifoeiv, and being thus quite independent of his own 
intention and choice, and purely a matter of divine ordination. 
- Z'va cpavepCJJ0ij] This special purpose, in the expression 
of which, moreover, no reference can be traced to Isa. xl. 5 
(against Hengstenberg), does not exclude the more generally 
and equally divine ordinance in ver. 23, but is included in it. 
Comp. the tradition in Justin, c. Tryph. 8, according to which 
the Messiah remained unknown to Himself and others,· until 
Elias anointed Him and made Him manifest to all ( cpavepav 
r,Q,(T£ 7Tot1rT'!J).-ev T<f f5oan ,8 a7TT ttwv Ja humble description 
of his own baptism as compared with that of Him who baptizes 
with the Spirit, ver. 3 3; comp. ver. 2 6. Hence also the eryw, I 
on my part. For the rest, we must understand iv T. to. ,8a7TT. of 
John's call to baptize in general, in which was also included the 
conception of the baptizing of Jesus, to which ver. 32 refers.1 

1 For i, "'3/ ~"'"''• Lnchmann (now also Tischendorf), following B. C. G. L. 
P. A. ~-, cursives, and rnme of the Fathers, reads i, ii~"'"''; but the article after 
ver. 26, comp. ver. 33, would be more easily omitted than inserted. It i., 

demon.strative, for John as he speaks is standing by the Jordan. 
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Ver. 32. What John had said in ver. 31, viz. that though 
Jesus was unknown to him as the Messiah, yet his commission 
was to make Him known to the people, needed explanation ; 
and that as to the way in which he himself had come to recognise 
Him as the Messiah. This was, indeed, a necessary condition 
before he could make the <f,a11Epoou,~ to the people. This ex
planation he now gives in the following testimony (not first 
spoken upon another occasion, Ewald) concerning the divine 
u17µ,E'io11, which he beheld. And the evangelist considers this 
testimony so weighty, that he does not simply continue the 
words of the Baptist, but solemnly and emphatically introduces 
the testimony as such: ,ea, eµ,apTvp17crE11, IC.'T.A., words which 
are not therefore parenthetical (Bengel, Lucke, and most), but 
from an impressive part of the record: "And a testimony did 
John bear, when he said." The following on is simply recita
tive. - T€0eaµ,a,] I have seen; Perfect, like iwpaKa in ver. 
34, which see. The phenomenon itself took place at the 
baptism, which is assumed as known through the Gospel 
tradition, and is referred to in ver. 33 by o 7rEµ,,[ra~ µ,E /3a7r • 
.,-[ta11 ev voan, which implies that the u17µ,E"io11 was to take 
place at the baptism of the person spoken of. This is in 
answer to Baur, p. 104 ff., according to whom there is no 
room here for the supposition that Jesus was baptized by 
J ohn,-an assertion all the more groundless, because if we 
insert the baptism of Jesus before ver. 19, there is no place 
in the plan of this Gospel for the narration of a fact which is 
assumed as universally known.-The sight itself here spoken 
of was no mere production of the imagination, bnt a real 
sight; it indicates an actual event divinely brought about, 
which was traditionally worked up by the Synoptics into a 
visible occurrence more or less objective (most unhesitatingly 
by Luke), but which can be the subject of testimony only 
by virtue of a 0Eoopta 1101JT£1C~ (Origen). See on Matt. iii. 17, 
note.-w~ 7r€ptuTepav] i.e. shaped like a dove: U.V'TLTU7rOV 
µ,£µ,17µ.a 7rE°Xw.ioo~, N onnus. See on Matt. iii. 16. According 
to Ewald, " the sudden downward flight of a bird, coming near 
to Him at the moment, confirmed the Baptist's presentiment," 
etc. Conjectures of this kind are additions quite alien to the 
prophetic mode of view. - JCa~ lµ,Et11E11 J.,..' a1ho11] Tl.io 
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transition here to the finite verb is owin(I' to the importance 
of the fact stated. Bernhardy, p. 473; Bnttmann, N. T. 0-k. 
p. 327 (E.T. p. 382]. J7r' ainov, however, is not synony
mous with J7r' aurou (xix. 31); the idea is, "it 1·emained 
(' fluttered not away,' Luther) dfrected towards Hini." We 
are to suppose the appearance of a dove coming down, and 
poising itself for a considerable time over the head of the 
person. See on E'Tri with the ac~usative (iii. 3 6; 1 Pet. iv. 
14), seemingly on the question "where?" Schaef. ad Long. 
p. 42 7 ; Matthiae, p. 13 7 5 ; Kuhner, ad Xen. A nab. i. 2. 2. 

Ver. 33. John's recognition of Jesus as the Messiah (whom 
he had not before known as such) rested upon a revelation 
previously made to him with this intent; and this he now 
states, solemnly repeating, however, the declaration of his own 
ignorance (Ka'Y~ OU" ifoELv aurov). - €/Htvos-] in emphatic 
contrast with his own reflection. - fl7r€V] i.e. by express reve
lation. We cannot tell the precise time or manner of this 
prior revelation. By it John was referred to some outwardly 
visible G'1JJJ,€iov (foys-) of the Spirit, in a general way, without 
any definition of its fonn. He was to see it descending, and 
this descent took place in the form of a dove, and after that 
divine intimation there was no room for doubt. Comp. on 
Matt. iii. 17, note. - Jcp' &v ~v rovS'] that is, when thou 
baptizest Him with water. This is not expressly stated in 
the divine declaration, but John could not fail so to under
stand it, because, being sent to baptize, he would naturally 
expect the appearance of the promised sign while fill.filling his 
mission; comp. ver. 31. He therefore describes the giver of 
the revelation as o 'Triµ,,Jras- µ,e, IC.T."A.., and the evangelist puts 
the statement in the conditional form : Jcp' &v &-v, K.T."A.., i.e., 
according to the connection of the narrative : " When, in the 
jiilfilment of this your mission, you shall see the Spfrit descend
ing iipon one of those whom thou baptizest, this is I-Ie," etc. -
Jv 7rV€Vµ,. a'Yt9'] by communicating it to those who believe 
upon Him. See on Matt. iii. 11. The designation of this 
eommunication as a baptism very naturally arose from its close 
relation to the work of the Baptist's mission ( comp. Matt. iii. 
11; Mark i. 8; Luke iii 16; Acts i. 5, xi. 16), because the gift 
of the Spirit, according to the prophetic figure (Joel iii. 1; Isa. 
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xliv. 3), had been promised under the form of an outpouri119 
( comp. Acts ii. 3 3). The contrast itself distinctly sets before 
us the difference between the two baptisms : the one was a 
preparation for the Messianic salvation by µ,1:-ravoia; the other, 
an introduction thereto by the divine principle of life and 
salvation, the communication of which presupposes the for
giveness of sins (see on Mark i 4). 

Ver. 34. A still more distinct and emphatic conclusion of 
what John had to adduce from ver. 31 onwards, in explana
tion of the oihos- €<1''TW mentioned in ver. 30. - ICa'Yw] and I 
on my part, answering triumphantly to the double ,ca'Yw in vv. 
31, 33. - ewpaKa] i.e. as the divine declaration in ver. 33 
had promised (tons-). This having seen is to the speaker, as 
he makes the declaration, an accomplished fact. Hence the 
Perfect, like -r1:0foµ,ai in ver. 32. Nor can the µ,1:µ,ap-rvp'T}ICQ, 
be differently understood unless by some arbitrary rendering ; 
it does not mean: "I shall have borne witness" (De "\Vette, 
Tholuck, Maier), as the aorist is used in the classics (see on 
vi. 3 6); or, "I have borne witness, and do so still" (Grotius, 
Liicke), or "testis sum factitS" (Bengel, comp. Bernhardy, p. 
378 ff.); but, I have borne witness, that is, since I saw that 
sight; so that, accordingly, John, immediately a7ter the baptism 
of Jesus, uttered the testimony which he here refers to as an 
accomplished fact, and by referring to which he ratifies and 
confirms what he now has testified (ver. 30). Comp. also 
Winer, p. 256 [E. T. p. 341].-5-ri ov-ros-, K.-r.X.] the sub
ject-matter of the µ,1:µ,ap-r. - o vios- Toii 0eoii] the Messiah, 
whose divine Sonship, however, had already been apprehended 
by the Baptist in the metaphysical sense (against Beyschlag, p. 
6 7), agreeably to the testimony borne to His pre-existence in 
vv. 3 0, 15 : C>'TTi 0rnii "fOVO', OV'TO',, cieiswoio TOK~o<;, N onnus. 
The heavenly voice in Matt. iii. 1 7, in the synoptic account of 
the baptism, corresponds to this testimony. All the less on 
this account are the statements of the Baptist concerning 
Jesus to be regarded as unhistorical, and only as an echo of 
the position assigned to the former in the Prologue (W eiz
sacker). The position of the Baptist in the Prologue is the 
result of the history itself. That the meaning attaching to 
v,a., T. 0ooii in the fourth Gospel generally is quite different 
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from that which 1t has in the Synoptics (Baur), is a view 
which the passages Matt. xi. 27, xxviii 19, should have pre
vented from being entertained. 

Note.-On vv. 32-34 we may observe in general: (1.) The 
il.C:yo; and the 91"veiiµ.a. ay,ov are not to be reO'arded as identical 
in John's view (against Baur, bibl. Theol. d. N. T. II. 268; J. E. 
Chr. Schmidt, in d. Bibl.j. Krit. u. Exeg. I. 3, p. 361 ff.; Eich
horn, Einl. II. 158 ff.; Winzer, Progr., Lps. 1819), against which 
the o 1-6yo; ,rap; iyEvffo in ver. 14 is itself conclusive, in view of 
which the •rnuµ.a. in our passage appears as an hypostasis dis
tinct from the '),.,6yo;, an hypostasis of which the ,rap; iyevm could 
not have been predicated. The 1-&yo; was the substratum of the 
divine side in Christ, which haviug become incarnate, entered 
upon a human development, in which the divine-human subject 
needed the power and incitement of the 91"veuµ.a.. (2.) He was of 
necessity under this influence of the Spirit from the very outset 
of the development of His divine-human consciousness (comp. 
Luke ii. 40, 52, and the visit when twelve years old to the 
temple), and long before the moment of His baptism, so that the 
,;;v6µ.a. was the awakening and mediating principle of the con
sciousness which Jesus possessed of His oneness with God ; 
see on x. 36. Accordingly, we are not to suppose that the Holy 
Ghost was given to Him now for the first time, and was added 
consciously to His divine-human life as a new and third ele
ment; the text speaks not of a receiving, but of a manijestatior& 
of the Spirit, as seen by John, which in this form visibly came 
down and remained over Him, in order to point Him out to 
the Baptist as the Messiah who, according to 0. T. prophecy 
(Isa. xi. 2, xlii. 1), was to possess the fulness of the Spirit. 
The purpose of this divine <1riµ.e7r,v was not, therefore (as Matthew 
and Mark indeed represent it), to irnpart the Spirit to Jesus 
(which is not implied even in iii. 34), but simply for the sake 
of the Baptist, to divinely indicate to him who was to make 
Him known in Israel, that individuality who, as the incarnate 
Logos, must long before then have possessed the powers of the 
Spirit in all their fulness ( comp. iii. 34). The 91"v~uµ.a. in the 
symbolic form of a dove hovered over Jesus, remained over Him 
for a while, and then again vanished (comp. Schleiermacher, 
L. J p. 150). This the Baptist saw; and he now knows, through 
a previously received revelation made to him for the purpose 
wlw it is that he has to make known as the Messiah who bap
tizes with the Spirit. To find in this passage a special stimulus 
imparted through the Spirit to Jesus Himself, and perceived 
by the Baptist, tending to the development or opening up of 
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His divine - human consciousness and life (Liicke, Neander, 
Tholuck, Osiander, Ebrard, De W ette, Riggenbach, and others ; 
comp. Lange, and Beyschlag, p. 103), or the equipment of the 
Logos for a coming forth out of a state of immanence (From
mann), or the communication of official power (Gess, Pers. Chr. 
p. 374; comp. Worner, Verhaltn. d. Geistes, p. 44), as the prin
ciple of which the Spirit was now given in order to render the 
11ap; fit to become the instrument of His self-manifestation 
(Luthardt, after Kahnis, vom heiligen Geiste, p. 44; comp. also 
Hofmann, Schriftbew. I. 191, II. 1, 166; Godet; and Weisse, 
Lehrbegr. p. 268, who connects with ver. 52),-as in a similar 
way B. Crusius already explained the communication of the 
Spirit as if the 'lmuµ,a (in distinction from the ).oyo;) were 
now received by Jesus, as that which was to be further com
m1micated to mankind; - these and all such theories find no 
justification from our Gospel at least, which simply records a 
manifestation made to the Baptist, not a communication to 
Jesus; and to it must be accorded decisive weight when brought 
face to face with those other diverging accounts. Thus, at 
the same time, this whole manifestation must not be regarded as 
an empty, objectless play of the imagination (Liicke) : it was 
an objective and real 11,i,1.1,ei'ov divinely presented to the Baptist's 
spiritual vision, the design of which (i'va riavepw0'fi nji 'Iapaf,i.., ver. 
31, that is, through the Baptist's testimony) was sufficiently 
important as the 1 ,wp16,1.1,a of the Messiah (Justin. c. 1'ryph. 88), 
and the result of which (ver. 34) corresponded to its design; 
whereas, upon the supposition that we have here a record of 
the receiving of the Spirit, there is imported into the expo
sition something quite foreign to the text. If this suppo
sition be surrendered, then the opinion loses all support 
that the descent of the Spirit upon Jesus at His baptism 
is a mythical inference of Ebionitism (Strauss), as well as the 
assertion that here too our Gospel stands upon the boundary 
line of Gnosticism (Baur); while the boldness of view which 
goes still further, and (in the face of the {3a-.rrf~wv iv -.r,eu,1.1,ar, 
a.yfffJ) takes the .,.veuµ,a to be, not the Holy Spirit, but the Logos 
(in spite of i. 14), which as a heavenly Aeon was for the first 
time united at the baptism with Jesus the earthly man (so 
Hilgenfeld, following the Valentinian Gnosis), does not even 
retain its claim to be considered a later historical analogy. There 
remains, however, in any case, the great fact of which the Bap
tist witnesses-" the frue birth-hoitr of Christendom" (Ewald) : 
for, on the one hand, the divinely sent forerunner of the Messiah 
now received the divinely revealed certainty as to 1chom his 
work as Elias pointed; and, on the other hand, by the divinely 
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assured t~sti~nony wl1ich he now bore to Jesus before the people, 
the Mess1amc consciousness of Jesus Himself received not only 
the consecration of a heavenly ratification, but the warrant of 
the Father's will, that now the hour was come for the holy apx;~ 
of His ministry in word and work. It was not that now for the 
first time the Messiah's resolve was formed; rather was it the 
entrance (comp. Acts xiii. 23) upon His great work, the com
mencement of its realization, which ras the great event in the 
world's history that marked this hour, when the fulness of time 
was come for the accomplishment of the counsel of God. 

Vv. 35, 36. II a"X,iv EluT17,cei] pointing back to ver. 29. 
- Suo] One was Andrew, ver. 41. The other? Certainly 
John himself,1 partly on account of that peculiarity of his 
which leads him to refrain from naming himself, and partly on 
account of the special vividness of the details in the following 
account, which had remained indelibly impressed upon his 
memory ever since this :first and decisive meeting with his 
Lord. - eµ,,8-X,e,fra,;] denoting fixed attention. Comp. ver. 43; 
Markx. 21, 27, xiv. 67; Lukexx:.17,xx:i.i. 61. The profoundest 
interest led him to fix his gaze upon Him. - rse o aµ,vo<; T. 

Beov] These few words were quite sufficient to direct the un
divided attention of both to Him who was passing that way; 
for, beyond a doubt (against De W ette, Ewald,-because the 
fact that nothing is now added to the o aµ,vor; T. Beov gives the 
words quite a retrospective character), they had been witnesses 
the day before of what is recorded in vv. 29-34. The as
sumption of a further conversation not here recorded (Kuinoel, 
Lucke, and most) is unnecessary, overlooks the emphasis of 
the one short yet weighty word on which hangs their recol
lection of all that occurred the day before, and moreover is 
not required by ver. 37. -We need not even ask why Jesus, 
who was now walking along (1repmaT.) in the same place, 

1 Already Chrysostom (according to Corderius, C'ae.,· Theodore of Mopsuestia) 
mentions the same view, but along with it the other: g,,,, ;,.,,,or ouxi ,,,;, i<r,~,;,..,, 
i,, which he seems to approve of. - But if Joltn is here already (and see on 
ver. 42) indicated, though not by name, and afterwards (ver. 46) Barlltolome10 
unu.er the name Nathanael; if, again, ver. 42 implies that Jamu is brought to 
Jesus by his brother John, and that he therefore has his place after John ; then 
we certainly cannot say, with Steitz (in the Stud. u. Krie.1868, p. 497): "The 
oru.er in which Papias, in Euseb. iii. 39, quotes the six apostles, Andrew, Peter, 
Philip, Thomas, James, John, exactly corresponds with tha.t in which these 
names occur in succession in the fourth Gospel." 
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hacl not been with John, because the text says nothing about 
it. Answers have been devised; e.g. Bengel: "Jesus had suffi
ciently humbled Himself by once joining Himself with JoLn;" 
Lampe : " He wished to avoid the suspicion of any private 
understanding with the Baptist." Equally without warrant 
in the text, B. Crusius and Luthardt : "Jesus had already 
separated Himself from the Baptist to begin His own proper 
ministry, while the Baptist desired indirectly to command his 
disciples to join themselves with Jesus;" as Hengstenberg also 
supposes, judging from the result, and because he at the same 
time regards the two as representatives of all John's disciples. 

Vv. 37-40. .And the two disciples heard (observer!) him 
speak. For he bad not addressed the words [Se o aµvo,; T. 

8eou directly to them, but in general (comp. ver. 29) to those 
round about him. -?jKo>..ov817a-av] not the following of dis
cipleship, nor in a "sens profondement symbolique" (Godet), 
but simply: " they went after Hi1n" (o'1T'LO'TEp0£ 'f/A.0ov oc5i'Ta6 
Xpia-Tou vr117a-oµevoio, Nonnus), in order to know Him more 
intimately (7re'ipav >..a/3eiv avTou, Euthymius Zigabenus). 
Nevertheless Bengel rightly says : primae origines ecclesiae 
Ohristianae. - a-Tpaef>el,;] for He heard the footsteps of those 
following Him. - TL {17TE'iTe] what do you desire? He antici
pates them by engaging in conversation with them, not exactly 
because they were shy and timid (Euthymius Zigabenus). 
But no doubt the significant 0eaa-aµevor;, K.T.>... (intuitus), wal'l 
accompanied by a glance into their hearts, ii. 25.-7rou µevt=tr;] 
correlative to the 7repi7raTOuvn, ver. 3 6 ; therefore : " where 
dost thou sojoum ? " Poly b. xxx. 4. 10 ; Strabo, iii. p. 14 7. 
They regarded Him as a travelling Rabbi, who was lodging 
in the neighbourhood at the house of some friend. - ~pxea-8e 
"· o,frea-0e (see the critical notes); a friendly invitation to 
accompany Him at once.1 They had sought only to know 
where the place was, so that they might afterwards seek Him 
out, and converse with Him undisturbed. We have not here 
the Rabbinical form of calling attention, ;,~,, ~J (Bnxt. Lex. 
Talm. p. 248; LighLfoot, p. 968), nor an imitation of Rev. 

1 T11ere is nothing to indicnte whether the place where He wo.s lodging W'UI 

near or o.t a distance, although Ewald would inll!r the latter from the r~adi1ig 
1,J,a,l1. 
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vi. 1 (Weisse), nor yet an allusion to Ps. lxvi. 5, 9, and a gentle 
reference on the part of Jesus to His Godhead (Hengstenberg), 
for which there was no occasion, and which He could not 
expect to be understood. - i]X8ov, K.T.X.J shows the simplicity 
of the narrative. - ,uEvei] instance of insertion of the direct 
address, common in dependent clauses. Ki.ihner, II. 594; 
Winer, p. 251 [E. T. p. 335]. - T~v fJ,uEp. J,c.J i.e. the 
remaining part of that day, not at once from that day onwards 
(Credner, against whom is Ebrard). - Se,caT'l7] that is, at the 
beginning of their stay with Him. We have no reason to 
suppose in John, as Rettig does in the Stud. ii. Krit. 1830, 
p. 10 6, as also Tholuck, Ebrard, Ewald, the Roman mode of 
counting the hours (from midnight to midnight, therefore ten 
o'clock in the morning) instead of the Jewish, which is fol
lowed elsewhere in the N. T. and by Josephus (even Vit. 54), 
i.e. four o'clock in the afternoon; because there is time enough 
from 4 P.llf. till late in the evening to justify the popular ex
pression Tryv fJ,uip. J,c.; because, moreover, in xi. 9 it is plainly 
the Jewish method which is followed; and because even in iv. 
6 the same method best suits the context, and is not excluded 
in iv. 52, while in xix. 14 it is with a harmonistic view that 
the Roman method of reckoning is resorted to. The Romans 
themselves, moreover, frequently measured the day after the 
Babylonian computation of the hours, according to the twelve 
hours from sunrise to sunset ; and the tenth hour especially is 
often named, as in our text, as the hour of return from walk
ing, and mention of it occurs as a late hour in the day, when 
e.g. the soldiers were allowed to rest (Liv. ix. 37), or when 
they went to table (Martial, vii. 1), etc. See Wetstein. -
The great significance of this hour for John (it was the first of 
his Christian life) had indelibly impressed it on his grateful 
recollection, and hence the express mention of it here. This 
consideration forbids our giving, with Hilgenfeld and Lichten
stein, to the statement of time an onward reference to the 
incident next mentioned, the finding by Andrew of his brother 
Simon. Bruckner, too, imports something that is foreign into 
this statement of time, when he says that it indicates, in close 
connection with ver. 41 ff., how rapidly faith developed itself 
in these disciples. 
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Vv. 41-43. Still on the same day (not on the following, as, 
nfter the early expositors, De W ette, Baur, Luthardt, Ewald, 
and most others suppose; see, on the contrary, the l'TT'avpwv 
which again appears, but not till ver. 44), Andrew first meets 
his brother Simon. - 7rpwro,] We must understand the 
matter thus : Both disciples go out from the lodging-place (at 
the same time, or perhaps Andrew first), still in the first fresh 
glow of joy at having found the Messias,1 in order that each 
of them may seek his own brother (we must assume that both 
brothers were known to be in the neighbourhood), in order to 
inform him of the new joy, and to bring him to Christ. Andrew 
is the first ( 7rpwTo,, not 7rpwrov, an inelegant change adopted by 
Lachman.n, after A. B. M. X. ~**) who finds his brother. John, 
however, does not say that he also sought his brother James, 
found him, and brought him to Jesus; and this is in keeping 
with the delicate reserve which prevents him from naming 
either himself or those belonging to him (even the name of 
James does not occur in the Gospel). Still this may be clearly 
seen from the 7rpwro,, and is confirmed by the narrative of the 
Synoptics, in so far that both James and John are represented 
as being called at the same time by Jesus (Mark i. 19 and 
parallels). Bengel, Tholuck, De Wette, Hengstenberg, wrongly 
say that Andrew and John had both sought out Simon. The 
rov lo,ov is against this; as it neither here nor elsewhere 
(comp. v. 18) occurs as a mere possessive (against Lucke, 
Maier, De Wette, and others), but in opposition to that which 
is foreign. Any antithetic relation to the spiritiial brother
hood in which John as well as Andrew stood to Simon 
(Hengstenberg), is quite remote from the passage. - Evp~,ca
µEv] placed emphatically at the beginning of the clause, and 
presupposing the feeling of anxious desire excited by the Bap
tist. The plural is used because Andrew had in mind the 
other disciple also. - eµ,/3Xe'[ra,, ,c.r.X.] This fixed look (ver. 
36) on the countenance of Simon pierces his inner soul. 

1 John's use here and in iv. 25 of.,.., M, .,.,;,., (M'Cltl) is accounted for by the 
depicting of the scene exactly e.s it occurred ; whereas in i. 20, 25, when he 
simply writes historically, he uses the ordinary translation Xp,.,,,.,,_ The 
ge11r11 picture is specially minute ; so here. According to Baur, N. T. Theol. 
p. 393, the author he.s given an antiquarian notice, e.s it were, of this Hebre\\' 
name. which occurs nowhere ebe in the N. T. 
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Jesus, as the Searcher of hearts (ii. 2 5 ; Weiss, Lehr~egr. 
p. 263), sees in him one who should hereafter be called to be 
the rock of the church, and calls him by the name which he 
was henceforth to bear as His disciple (not first in Matt. xvi. 
18, as Luthardt thinks). A rock is the emblem of firmness 
as early as Homer (Od. xvii. 463); comp. Ezek. iii. 9. There 
is no contradiction here with Matt. xvi. 18 (it is otherwise with 
Mark iii. 16), as if John had transferred the giving of the 
name to this place (Hilgenfeld, comp. Baur and Scholten), for 
in Matt. xvi. 18 the earlier giving of the name is really pre
supposed, con.firmed, and applied. See on Matt.-a-v ei l: tµwv, 
K,7.X..J This belongs to the circumstantiality of the solemn 
ceremony of the name-giving; it is first said who he is, and 
what in future he should be called. Comp. Gen. xxxii. 28, 
xxxv. 10, xvii 5. ~v ei ~{µwv is not, as Ewald thinks, a 
question; and there is no ground whatever for supposing that 
Jesus inimediately recognised him (Cyril, Chrysostom, Augus
tine, .Aretius, Maldonatus, Cornelius a Lapide, Bengel, Luthardt, 
and many, comp. Strauss), for Andrew introduced bis brother 
to Jesus. Grotius and Paulus 1 give arbitrary explanations of 
the reading 'Jc,JVa, but see the critical notes. For the rest, we 
must not say, with Hilgenfeld, " Peter here attains the pre
eminence of the first called disciple;" but Peter is first given 
this pre-eminence in the synoptical accounts (Matt. iv. 18 
and parallels) ; the personal recollection of John, however, 
must take precedence of these. See especially the note fol
lowing ver. 5 2. 

Vv. 44, 45. Ty e,ra6p.] i.e. after the last-mentioned day, 
ver. 39, which is the same with the Ty e1ravp. of ver. 35, 
consequently the fourth day from i. 19. -TJ0eX.17a-ev, K.7.X..] 
He was just desiring to go forth, and findeth, etc.; therefore still 
at the lodging-place, ver. 40, for ege>..0e'iv refers to the stay 
there (µevH, ver. 40). - eup{a-,ce£] as if accidentally, but see 
xvii. 5 ff. - The statement, instead of being hypotactic in form 

1 The fantastic play upon the words in Lange's L. J. 11. 469, is of this sort. 
He renders : " Now thou art the son of the timid dove of the rock ; in future 
shalt thou be called the sheltering rock of the dove (the church)." Accordin.r; 
to the true reading of the passage, the name of Peter's fo.ther contained iu 
BrLp1r.mi which occurs in Jlfatthew, must be regarded as an abbreviation for Jolin, 
u1d has nothing whatever to do with dove. See on Matt. xvi. 17, 
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(" when ke wonld go out, he findetk "), is paratadic, as often in 
Greek from Homer downwards (Nagelsbach,z. Ilias, p. 65, ed. 
3; Kuhner, II. p. 416), and in the N. T.; Buttmann, N.T. Gr. 
p. 2 4 9 [E. T. p. 19 6]. We must place the scene at the com
mencement of the journey homeward, not on the road during 
the journey (Lucke). - aKo~ µoi] of following as disciples. 
Comp. Matt. iv. 19, 20, ix. 9; seP. also ver. 46, ii. 2. The 
invitation to do this (not merely to go with Him) is explained 
by ver. 45, as brought about by the communications of Andrew 
and Peter, though cP.rtainly the heart-piercing look of Jesus 
Himself, and the impression produced by His whole bearing, 
must be regarded as the causes which mainly led Philip to 
come to a decision. John does not record the further conver
sations which of course ensued upon the a,co;\,. µo,., and the 
obedience which followed, because his aim was to narrate the 
call. - e,c T. '7rOA-EW'>, K.T.A-.] see on Matt. viii. 14. 

Ver. 46. Evplu,cei] when and where in the course of the 
journey we are not told,-perhaps at some distance from the 
road, so that Philip, observing him, quitted the road, and went 
towards him. According to Ewald," not till after their arrival 
in the village of Cana, which nevertheless is named for the first 
time in ii. 1, and to which Nathanael belonged" (xxi. 2). The 
supposition, however, that Nathanael was on his way to John's 
baptism (Godet) is quite groundless. - N a0ava~;\,, ~~Jr:t~, 

i.e. Theodoriis (Num. i. 8; 1 Chron. ii. 14), is identical with 
Bartholomaeus. For, according to this passage, in the midst 
of calls to the apostleship, comp. xxi. 2, he appears as one or the 
twelve ; while in the lists of the apostles (Matt. x. 3 ; Luke 
vi. 14; Mark i. 18; Acts i. 13), where his name is wanting, 
we fiud Bartholomaeiis, and placed, moreover, side by side with 
Philip ( only in Acts i. 13 with Matthew ;1 comp. Constitt. Apol. 

1 Hilgenfeld regarded him as identical with Matthew; but how much opposed 
is this view to the history ot Matthew's cull ! though the meaning of his namu 
is not diITerent from that of Mutthew's. Very recently, however, Hilgenfeld hns 
supposed that the name answers to the l\Iatthias who was 11ppointrd in the place 
llf Judas (N. T. extra canon. IV. p. 105). Schleicrmncher, L. J. p. 368, con
siders it very doubtful whether Nathanael belonged to the twelve ,it o.11. Chry
sostom, Augustine, und others, long ago denied that he did, but this is already 
assumed in the "duae viae" (Hilgenfeld, N. T. extra canon. IV.). According 
to Spaeth, in Hi!genfeld's Zeitscltrijt, 1868, p. 168 ff., No.tho.uacl is to ba ta.ke.1.1; 

1 
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vi. 14. 1). This identity is all the more probable, because Ear
tholoincw is only a patronymic, and must have become tho 
ordinary name of the individual, and that in most frequent 
use ; and thus it came to pass that his own distinctive name 
does not appear in the synoptic narrative. - &v l,ypa,fn] of 
who in, etc. See on Rom. x. 5. - M wiio-ryc;-J Deut. xviii. 15, and 
generally in his Messianic references and types. See on ver. 46. 
- Tov a,r'o N a{apfr] for Naza1·eth, where Jesus had lived with 
His parents from infancy upwards, passed for His birth-place. 
I'hilip may have obtained his knowle<lge from Andrew and 
Peter, or even from Jesus Himself, who had no occasion at 
this time to state more fully and minutely his relation tn 
Nazareth; while the Tov vlov Toii 'Iwo-1cp, which must rest upon 
a communication from Jesus, leaves His divine Sonship un
disturbed. To attribute to Philip knowledge of the facts of 
the case with regard to both points (Hengstenberg) is in itself 
improbable, and is not in keeping with the simplicity of his 
'IYords. But it is a groundless assumption to suppose that 
John 7:ncw nothing of the birth at Bethlehem; for it is Philip's 
own words that he records (against Strauss, De Wette). See 
on Yii. 41. 

Ver. 4 7. Can anything goorl come out of Nazareth? A 
question of astonishment that the Messiah should come out 
of Nazareth. But Nathanael asks thus doubtingly, uot be
cause Nazareth lay in Galilee, vii. 5 2 (the Fathers, Luther, 
Melancthon, Ebrard, and many), nor because of its smallness, 
as too insignificant to be the birth-plar.e of the Messiah 
(Lucke, De Wette, Hug, Krabbe, Ewald, Lange, Bruckner, 
and others), nor from both reasons together (Hengstenberg); 
nor, again, because the prophecy did not speak of Nazareth as 
the Messiah's birth-place (Godet); but, as the general expres
sion -r~ a,ya0ov proves (it is not the more special o Xpunoc;-), 
because Nathanael, and probably public opinion likewise, 
looked upon the little town as morally degenerate: it must 
have been so regarded at least in the narrow circle of the 

as a B'IJmbolical name, invented by the writer, under which the Apostle John 
him,8el,f is said to be represented. The author of the Appendix, chap. xxi. 2, 
where Nathanael is expressly distin:,uislied from the sons of Zebcdec, is saiu to 
J111ve made a mistake. 
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surrounding villages (Nathanael belonged to Cana). We have 
no historical proof that this was so ; outside the N. T. the 
place is not mentioned, not even in Josephus ; nevertheless 
Mark vi. 6, and the occurrence recorded Luke iv. 15 ff., well 
correspond with N athanael's judgment as to its disrepute in a 
moral point of view. - arya0ov] which yet must above all 
be the case if the Messiah were to come therefrom,-He 
whose coming must be a signally holy and sublime mani
festation. - epx,ov IC. loE] "optimum rernedium contra opi
niones praeconceptas," Bengel 

Ver. 48. lIEp~ a1hov] therefore to those journeying with 
Him, but so ~bat the approaching Nathanael hears it, ver. 49. 
- aX7J 0w"] truly an Israelite, not merely according to out
ward descent and appearance, but in the moral nature which 
really corresponds to that of an upright Israelite. Comp. 
Rom. ix. 6, ii. 29. 'Ev <[, ooXo~ OV/C fo·rt tells by what means 
he is so. Thus sincere and honest, thus inwardly true, should 
every Israelite be (not simply free from self-righteousness, but 
possessing what essentially belongs to truth); and Nathanael 
was all this. This virtue of guilelessness, as the character
istic of the true Israelite, is not named as belonging generally 
to the ancient ideal of the nation (Lucke, De W ette ; this 
view arbitrarily passes by the reference to the nation histori
cally which lay much nearer); but in view of the venerable 
and honourable testimonies which had been uttered concern
ing the people of Israel (e.g. Num. xxiii. 10), whose father was 
himself already designated 01;1 t!i•~, LXX. a:rrXauT0~,1 Gen. XXV. 

27; Aq. a,rXov~,2 Symm. aµCiJµO~.-Jesus here also, as in vv. 
43, 44, appears as the searcher oj hearts. 

Ver. 49. The approaching Nathanael heard the testimony 
of Jesus, and does not decline His commendation,-itself a 
proof of his guileless honesty; but he asks in amazement 
how Jesus knew him. -ovTa v,ro T. av/C17v] belongs, as ver. 
51 shows, not to !fJCiJV7Juai, but to Eioov uE. Therefore, before 
Philip, vv. 46, 47, met and called (!/JCiJV7JUat, comp. ii. 9, iv. 
16, xi. 28, xviii. 33), Nathanael had been under a fig-tree; 

1 Comp. Plato, Leag. I. p. 642 D: ,h.nlw1 ,.,.) .;;,,., or')..1u.-w1 ,;,.;, ti-yalo:, 
Soph. 216 C: oi ,,_;, .,,.'),.a.u.-Zr, a')..')..' .,,,..,, qi,')..orot!o,. 

~ Comp. Aristoph. Plut. 1159: •• ?'"'P H')..ou ,ii, r,,,.,, a')..')..' ,-..-')..w, .-pi,,,.,,": 
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whether tlie fig-tree of his own house (1ific. iv. 4 ; Zech. iii. 
10), whether meditating (possibly upon the Messianic hope of 
the people), praying, reading,-which, according to Rabbini
cal statements (see in Lightfoot, Schoettgen, Wetstein), were 
employments performed beneath such trees,-we are not in
formed. He had just come from the tree to the place where 
Philip met him.1 -e!oov <H] is usually taken as referring to 
a glance into the depth of his soul,2 but contrary to the simple 
meaning of the words, which affirm nothing eh:e than: I saw 
thee, not l!ryvwv ue, or the like. Comp. also Hengstenberg. 
The miraculous element in the e!oov ue, which made it a 
u'T}µEfov to Nathanael, and which led to his confession which 
follows in ver. 50, must have consisted in the fact that the 
fig-tree either was situated out of sight of the place, or so far 
off that no one with ordinary powers of sight could have dis
cerned a person under it. E!oov ue thus simply interpreted 
gives the true solution to Nathanael's question, because there 
could not have been this rapport of miraculous far-seeing on 
the part of Jesus, had it not just been brought about by the 
immediate recognition of the true Israelite when he was at that 
distance. This spiritual elective affinity was the 1nedium of 
the supernatUI'al eioov U€. N onnus well says : liµµa,n tcal 
7rpa7rlOEUU£ T6v ov 7rapEovTa ootcEvwv. Jesus would not have 
seen an 01·dinary Jew, who, being therefore without this 
spiritual affinity, was beyond the limits of sight. - v7ro T'YJV 

uvtc.] with the article: "under that well-known fig-tree, 
beneath which you were," or, if the tree was within the range 
of vision, pointing towards it. De W ette also rightly abides 
by the simple meaning, I saw thee, but thinks that what 
caused the astonishment of Nathanael was the fact that Jesus 
saw him when he believed himself to be unobserved (though John 
regarded thls seeing as supernatural). But this does not give 
an adequate motive psychologically for the confession of ver. 
5 0; and we must f11l'ther assume, with Ewald, that the words 

1 The reference of the ,r~ •. ,, to the same place where Philip called him (so, 
after the Greek Fathers, B. Crusius) must be rejected, because neither the ,,,.po 
~ oii-tp.,,;;""' nor the /i,,,-a, ;,,,; .,.;,, ,u,.;;, would thus have their appropriate and 
necessary point. • 

2 Where it is imagined, though without the slightest hint to that effect in the 
text, that J esW1 had a short time before passed by the fig-tree unobserved, 
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of Je!!ms reminded Nathanael of the deep and weighty thoughts 
which he was revolving when alone under the fig-tree, and 
he thus perceived that the depths of his soul were laid open 
before the spiritual eye of Jesus, thongh this is not indicated 
in the text. 

Ver. 50. The double designation is uttered in the excite
ment of joyful certainty. The simple faith in the :Messiah, 
expressed in ver. 41, is here intensified, not as to its subject
matter, but in its outward expression. Comp. Luthardt, p. 
344. The second designation is the more definite of the 
two; and therefore the first, in the sense in which Nathanael 
used it, is not as yet to be apprehended metaphysically 
(against Hengstenberg) in John's sense, but is simply theo
cratic, presupposing the national view (Ps. ii. 7; John xi. 2 7) 
of the promised and expected theocratic King (comp. Riehm 
in the Stud. u. Krit. 1865, p. 63 ff.), and not perhaps imply
ing the teaching of the Baptist (Olshausen). The early occur
rence of such confessions therefore conflicts the less with that 
later one of Peter's in Matt. xvi. 3, which implies, however, 
a consciousness of the higher import of the words (against 
Strauss). 

Ver. 51. lli<rT€V€£<; is, with Chrysostom and most others 
(even Lachmann and Tischendorf, not Godet), to be taken in
terrogatively; see on xx. 29.1 But the question is not uttered 
in a_ tone of censure, which would only destroy the fresh bloom 
of this first meeting (Theophylact: "he had not yet rightly 
believed in Christ's Godhead"); nor is it even the expression 
of slight disapproval of a faith which was not yet based upon 
adequate grounds (De Wette, comp. Ewald); but, on the con
trary, it is an expression of surprise, whereby Jesus joyfully 
1·ecognises a faith in Nathanael which could hardly have been 
expected so soon. And to this faith, so surprisingly ready in 
its beginning, He promises something greater (ii; h,:,rLoa rpip
npov e">-.,1«JJv, Nonnus) by way of further confirmation. -ToV

Tc.,v] Plural of the category: "than this which you now have 

1 As to the paratactic protaais, which may be read interrogatively or not 
nccording to the charncter of the discourse, se~ C. F. Henminn, Progr. 1849, 
p. 18 ; Scheibe in Schneidew. Pliilolog. 1850, p. 362 ff. Comp. also Niigcls• 
Lnch's note on the Iliad, p. 350, eJ.. 3. 
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met with, and which has become the ground of your faith." 
- Kal. AE,YH a1iTii] specially introduces the further state
?ncnt of the µeitw rnvrwv as a m.ost significant word. - aµ~v 
aµ,)v }..l.ryro vµ,v] The double aµ,~v does not occur in other 
parts of the N. T., but we find it twenty-five times in John, 
and only in the mouth of J esus,-therefore all the more cer
tainly original.-vµ,v] to thee and Andrew, John, Peter 
(James, see in ver. 42), and Philip. -a,rdpn] from now 
onwards, for Jesus was about to begin His Messianic work. 
See chap. ii. Thus, in this weighty word He furnishes His 
disciples with the key for the only correct understanding of 
that work - 8,[reu0e, K.'T.A..] The "opened heaven" is not 
intended to be taken in its literal sense, as if it stood alone, 
but is part of the figurative moulding of the sentence in keep
ing with the following metaphor. Observe here the perfect 
participle: heaven stands open; comp. Acts vii. 5 6. The 
ascending and descending angels are, according to Gen. x.xviii. 
12, a symbolical representation of the iininterrupted and living 
intercourse subsisting between the .,lJ.essiah and God,-an inter
communion which the disciples would clearly and vividly 
recognise, or, according to the symbolic form of the thought, 
would see as a matter of experience throughout the ministry 
of Jesus which was to follow.1 The angels are not therefore 
to be regarded as personified divine powers (Obhausen, De 
,vette, and several), or as personal energies of God's Spirit 
(Lutbardt and Hofmann), but as always God's messengers, 
who brought to the Messiah God's commands, or executed 
them on Him (comp. Matt. iv. 11, xxvi 53; Luke xxii. 43), 
and return to God again (avaf3a{vov'Ta'>), while others with 
new commissions came down (Ka'Ta/3a{v.), and so on. We are 
not told whether, and if so, to what extent, Nathanael and his 
companions now already perceived the symbolic meaning of the 
declaration. It certainly is not to be understood as having 
reference to the actual appearances of angels in the course of 
the Gospel history (Chrysostom,-Cyril., Euthymius Zigabenus, 

1 This expression tells us nothing concerning the origin of Christ's knowledge 
of God, which ver. 18 clearly declares, and which cannot therefore be attributed 
to a series of progressive revelations (Weizsack~r); the expression rather presup, 
poses that origiu. Comp. also Weiss, Lehrbegr. p. 286 If. 
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and most of the early expositors), against which u:,rapn is 
conclusive ; nor merely to the working of miracles (Storr, 
Godet), which is in keeping neither with the expression 
itself, nor with the necessary reference to the Messiah's 
ministry as a whole, which must be described by ci:,rupn 
lJ,[rECT0e, etc. - ava/3alv.] is placed first, in remembrance of 
Gen. xxviii. 12, without any special purpose, but not inappro
priately, because when the ;;'fECT0€ takes place, the intercourse 
between heaven and earth does not then begin, but is already 
going OIL We may supply <.bro TOV vlov TOV av0p. after ava
{3atv. from the analogy of what follows. See Kuhner, II. p. 
603.-Concerning o vio,; Tov av0p., see on Matt. viii. 20; 
Mark ii. 8, note. In John likewise it is the standing Mes
sianic designation of Jesus as used by Himself; here, where 
angelic powers are represented as waiting upon Him wbo 
bears the Messianic authority, it corresponds rather with the 
prophetic vision of the Son of man (Dan. vii. 14), and forms 
the impressive conclusion of the whole section, confirming and 
ratifying the joyous faith and confession of the first disciples, 
as the first solemn self-avowal on the part of Jesus in their 
presence. It thus retained a deep and indelible hold upon the 
recollection of John, and therefore it stands as the utterance 
of the clear Messianic consciousness of Jesus unveiled before 
11s at the outset of His work. It is exactly in John that the 
Messiahship of Jesus comes out with the greatest precision, 
not as the consequence and result, but as already, from the 
beginning onwards, the subject-matter of our Lord's self-con-
sciousness.1 • 

Note.-The synoptical account of the call of the two pairs of 
brothers,Matt. iv. 18 ff. and parallels,is utterly irreconcilable. with 
that of John as to place, time, and circumstances; and the usual 
explanations resorted to-that what is here recorded was only 
a p1·eli1ninary call,2 or only a satiul uniu~~ with Christ (Luther, 
Liicke, Ebrard, Tholuck; comp. also Ewald and Godet), or only 

1 The historic accuracy of this relation, as testified by John, stands with the 
npostolic origin ol the Gospel, against which even the ol,jections of Heitzmann 
in his investigation, which are excellent in a. historical point of view (Jahrb. f. 
D. TheoL 1867, p. 389), can have no ellect. 

• So, most recently, :Marcker, Uebereinstimm. der Evang. d. Matt. u. Joh., 
Meiningen 1868, p. 10 ff. The ... , A'l''f'"°' n, .. , .. , l\latt. iv. 18, furnishes uo 
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the gatlie1·ing together of tlie jii-st belicvei-s (Lutlrnrdt), but not 
their call-fall to the ground at once when we see how the 
narrative proceeds; for according to it the µ,rt01Jmi, ii. 2, are with 
Jesus, and remain with Him. See on Matt. iv. 19, 20. The 
harmony of the two accounts consists in this simply, that the 
two pairs of brothers are the earliest apostles. To recognise 
in John's account not an actual history, but a picture of the 
author's own, drawn by himself for the sake of illustratinO' his 
idea (Baur, Hilgenfeld, Schenkel),-that, viz., the knowledge of 
the disciples anJ that of Jesus Himself as to His Messianic 
call might appear perfect from the outset,-is only one of the 
numerous self-deceptions in criticism which form the premisses 
of the unhistorical conclusion that the fourth Gospel is not the 
work of the apostle, but of some writer of much later date, who 
has moulded the history into the form of his own ideal. On the 
contrary, we must here specially observe that the author, if he 
wished to antedate the time and place of the call, certainly did 
not need, for the carrying out of his idea, to invent a totally 
different sitnation from that which was before his eyes in the 
Synoptics. Over and above this, the assumption that, by pre
viously receiving John's baptism, Jesus renounced any inde-
11endent action (Schenkel), is pure imagination. W eizsaclcer (p. 
404) reduces John's account to this: "The first acquaintance 
between Jesus and these followers of His was brought about by 
His meeting with the Baptist; and on that occasio_n, amid the 
excitement which the Baptist created, Messianic hopes, how
ever transitory, were kindled in this circle of friends." But 
this rests upon a treatment of the fourth Gospel, according to 
which it can no longer claim the authority of an independent 
witness; instead of this witness, we have merely the poet of a 
thoughtful Idyll. And when Keim (I. p. 553) finds here only 
the narration of an age that could no longer endure the humble 
and human beginnings of Jesus, but would transplant •into the 
time of His first appearance that glory which, as a matter of 
history, :first distinguished His departure and His exaltation, 
this is all the more daring a speculation, the more closely, 
according to Keim, the origin of the Gospel verges upon the 
lifetime of the apostle, and must therefore present the most 
vivid recollections of His disciples. 

proof, as is plain from the parallel in llfark i. 16, wl1ich is the source of llfnt
thew's account, but has not those words. They are simply a persona,! notice 
u.dded from the standing-point of the writer, a.e in Matt. x. 2. 
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CHAPTER II 

Ver. 10. 'l'o7's is wanting in B. L. ~-• Min. Verss.; deleted by 
Tisch. But how easily might it, in itself superfluous, have 
been passed over before 'I'~•! - Ver. ll. The 'l"r,v before apx~• 
we must delete, with Lachm. and Tisch., following A. B. L. A. 
Min., Origen, and other Fathers. -Ver. 12. '(u.rna.v. A. F. G. A. 
Min. Copt. Arm. Pers. p. Ver. Nonn.: Eµ.e,vsv. In keeping 
with the preceding xa.'l"e,811 and the following &vi(3,i.-V er. 15. 
Ford xep,u.a., B. L. Tb. X. 33. Copt. Arm. Ver. Origen: 'l"a xep
µ.a'l'a. ( explanatory).-Ver. 17. oe is wanting in B. L. X. ~- Copt.; 
bracketed by Lachm., deleted by Tisch. Added for connection 
sake. For xa.'l'a.f{!aye'l'a.1 Elz. has xa.'l'erpa.ys, against all the 
Uncials, from the LXX.-Ver. 22. After e1-e1e Elz. has a.u,o,;, 
an addition feebly supported. 

Ver.1. Tp{T?J] is, with Origen,c. Ccls. vi. 30, to be reckoned 
from the last-named day, i. 44, not from the coming to Cana 
(Ewald), which has not yet been alluded to. Thus we have 
in all six days from i. 19, not seven (see on i. 41), in which 
number Luthardt would find this symbolic meaning: "It is a 
Sabbath, as it were, which Jesus here is keeping."-By Tij;; 
I'aX,Xata~ the village of Cana (now not Kafar kenna, as 
Hengstenberg and Godet still think, but Kana el-Jclzl: see 
Robinson, III. p. 443; Ritter, XVI. 7 5 3 ff.), about three hours 
N.W. from Nazareth, is distinguished from another Cana; for in 
ver. 11, iv. 46, xxi. 2, Tij~ I'aXiXata~ is also added, and hence it 
must be taken as a standing descriptive addition, as if belong
ing to the name (like our "Freiburg im Breisgan" and the 
like), and not here as a mere allusion to the arrii·al in Galilee 
(R. Crusius). The other Cana lay in the tribe of Asher, Josh. 
xix. 28 (S.E. from Tyre; comp. Robinson, III. 657), and 
though also to be considered as belonging to Galilee, was yet 
so near to Phoenicia, that the designation of our Cana as K. 
T17;; I'aXiXa{a~, in distinction from the other, is justified on 
geographical grounds. Ewald distinguishes our Cana from the 
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Kanath lying east of the river district, but the name (n;~. 
Xum. xxxii. 42, 1 Chron. ii. 23; and Bertheau on the word.; 
Kava0 LXX., Kava0a Josephus) does not correspond. - "al 
~v ~ µ,~TTJP, ".T.A.] Mary was already there when Jesus and 
His disciples arrived in Cana, no doubt arranging and helping 
(see vv. 3, 5) in the friend's house where the wedding was to 
take place. That shortly before the baptism of Jesus she had 
conie to live at Cana (Ewald), but soon after removed thence 
to Capernaum (ii. 12), is without specific intimation both here 
and in iv. 46. That Joseph was not there with her, is in 
keeping with his entire disappearance (equally unaccountable 
as it is) from the Gospel narrative after Luke ii. 41 ff. It 
is usually assumed, though without proof (see vi. 42), that he 
was already dead. 

Ver. 2. Jesus also and His disdples (those won in chap. i.) 
were invited, i.e. when, in the meanwhile, He had come to 
Cana.1 To take i"X~017 as pluperfect is objectionable both in 
itself (see on xviii. 24), and also because the disciples had 
been first won by Jesus on the way. But there is nothing 
against the supposition that Jesus had journeyed not to Naza
reth, but to Cana, on account of the wedding; for He may have 
known (through Nathanael, Godet thinks) that His mother 
was there, and because, considering the friendly relations with 
the family, He did not need a previous invitation. This is at 
the same time in answer to Weisse, II. 203, who finds an in
vitation inconceivable; to Lange, who holds that Jesus found 
the invitation awaiting Him at Nazareth(?); also to Schleier
macher, who makes the invitation to have preceded even His 
baptism. Of the disciples, Nathanael, moreover, was himself 
a native of Cana (xxi. 2). But even apart from this, the 
friendly invitation of the disciples along with Jesus by no 
means implies a previous extended ministry of Jesus in Galilee 
(Schenkel), or even such a ministry at all before His baptism 
(Schleiermacher).-A::; to the sing. i"X~017, see Ki.ihner, § 433, 
1 ; Buttmann, N. T. Glc. 110 [E. T. p. 12 6 ff.]. 

Ver. 3. 'Tc,Hp~(j. orvov] because a scarcity of wine had 
occurred,-on what day of the marriage feast (it usually lasted 

1 Schenkel thoughtlessly s::ys, that, "according to our Gospel, Jesus wns to 
rJl appeara.ace transported to Cana by a miracle of almighty power," 
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seven, Gen. xxix. 27; Judg. xiv. 14; Tob. ix. 12, x. 1) we are 
not told.1 The expression vuTepe'i Tt, something fails or runs 
short, belongs to later Greek (Mark x. 21; Isa. Ii. 14; N eh. 
ix. 21; Dios. v. 86).-olvov ou,c lxovut] they are short of 
wine, they, i.e. the family of the bridegroom, who provided the 
feast. They might be disgraced by the failure of the wine. 
The words, however, are not only an expression of interest, 
which was all the more reasonable, as the deficiency was 
accelerated by the invitation of her Son and His disciples; 
but they also contain, as Jesus Himself understood (ver. 4), 
an indirect appeal for help, as is confirmed by ver. 5, which 
was prompted by thoughtful consideration for the credit of 
the house providing the feast. Some find herein a call to 
work a miracle. But wrongly, because this would imply 
either that Mary had inferred from the conception, birth, 
etc., of her Son, His power of working miracles, which she 
now expected Him to display, or that Jesus had already, on 
some previous occasion, though in a narrower circle, done 
some wonderful works (the former hypothesis in Chrysostom, 
Theophylact, Euthymius Zigabenus, Baumgarten, Maier, Godet, 
Hengstenberg, and many more; the latter in Liicke and 
others),-assumptions which are equally incapable of proof. 
Wrongly too, because the supply of this want of itself so little, 
suggested the need of a miracle, that the thought of so dis
proportionate a means occurring to Mary's mind without any 
adequate reason, even by the recollection of such traits as are 
related in Luke ii. 49 ff. (Bruckner), or by the miracle at His 
baptism, or by the call of the disciples, or by the declaration 
of i. 5 2, of which she would be informed at the marriage 
(Godet), is quite inexplicable, even supposing that she had 
observed more clearly than any others the change which had 
taken place in her Son, and had therefore with fuller expecta
tion looked up to Him as the Messiah (Ewald's view, comp. Tho
luck). Far rather did she wish to prompt Jesus in a general 

1 The text does not say that it lasted only one day, as Hengstenbcrg finds 
expressed in ver. 1, where we a.re simply told that the mnrringe began on the 
third day,-which has nothing to do with its duration. Nor is there any hint 
in the text of "poor circumstances," for it speaks of the master of the feast nn,l 
of servants. Least of nll does the inviting of Jesus' disciples alung with Himself 
imply poverty. This also in answer to Godet. • 
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way to render help; and this she would suppose He would do 
in the most natural manner (by furnishing wine), which must 
have appeared as obvious a way as that of miracle was remote. 
But Jesus, in the feeling of His divine call (ver. 4), intended 
to render help in a special and rniraculous manner; and accord
ingly, with this design of His own in view, returns the answer 
contained in ver. 4. In this way the obsciwity of the words 
is removed (which Lampe and De Wette dwell upon), and at 
the same time the objection raised from ver. 11 (by Strauss, 
B. Bauer, Schweizer, Scholten) against the entire narrative, 
upon the assumption that Mary (from the Logos standing
point of the evangelist, it is supposed !) expected a miracle. 
Lastly, it is purely gratuitous to suppose that Mary wished to 
give a hint to Jesus and His disciples to go away (Bengel, 
Paulus) ; yet Ebrard (on Olshausen) has brought this view 
forward again, explaining afterwards " mine hour" of the time 
of His death, when Jesus would have to leave the marriage 
(the marriage figuratively representing the period of His 
earthly ministry). This is not profundity, but a mere play
ing with exegesis. 

Ver. 4. Jesus understands His mother's wish, but He has 
in His mind a method of help altogether different from what 
she meant. He therefore repels her interference, in the con
sciousness of the call which here is given Him to begin His 
Messianic ministry of miracles, and holds out the prospect 
of rendering help at a later period.--rt eµ,ot Kat aot ;] a re
jection of fellowship (=1?, •~-.,7?, Josh. xxii. 24; Judg. xi. 12, al.; 
Matt. viii. 29, xxvii. 19; Mark i. 24; Luke viii. 28; also in 
the classics; see Bernhardy, p. 98), here with reference to the 
help to be rendered, which He Himself, without His mother's 
assistance, and independently of her, would accomplish, accord
ing to His own divinely determined call and will, and in a 
miraculous manner. Godet well says : " Sa devise sera desor
mais : rnon pere et rnoi." Comp. Dorner, Jesu silndlose Voll
lcommenh. p. 11. The appellation ,yuvai added to the -rl-a-ot 
(which Hofmann thinks should be joined to what follows; 
but why?) does not contain anything unfriendly (" duriter 
respondet," Melancthon), as is clear already from xix. 21; see 
also W etstein. Comp. xx. 15. But His not saying µ,ri-rep 
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followed involuntarily from the consciousness of His l1igher 
wonder-working capacity and will, by virtue of which, as an 
aµ,~T"'P, He rejected any interference proceeding from feminine 
weakness, even such as was presented here before Him in His 
mother. The remark of Euthymius Zigabenus is not happy 
(comp. Augustine): "He spoke thus as God;" while that of 
Epiphanius, Beza, Calvin, and many others, is singular: "His 
aim was to oppose that future Mariolatry which He foresaw." 
Still, the passage tells against that worship. Schenkel says 
erroneously, quoting Mark iii. 21, "He was at variance with 
the members of His family."-,!J wpa µ,ov] can only mean, 
the moment when it will be for me to help.1 So also Hengsten
berg, in keeping with the context. Jesus, conscious of His 
close communion with the Father, sees clearly that this His 
first manifestation of Himself as Messiah in the working of 
miracles stands, even with reference to the time when it is to 
begin, in close connection with the divine appointment; and 
He feels that the moment ( ,lJ wpa = o tcaipa~, as in xvi. 21, 
and often in the N. T. and the classics) for this first Messianio 
display of power is not yet present when His mother refers to 
the want of wine. How He was conscious of the exact horas 
et nioras for working, cannot be more precisely determined. 
Euthymius Zigabenus is substantially right: ;, Tov 0auµ,aTovp
,yiJuai; and Ewald: "the hour of full Messianic sense of power." 
Strangely attributing to Mary thoughts of that kind, Baumgarten 
Crusius remarks, "the moment of my piiblic appearance as 
Messiah;" and Godet: "l'heure de l'avenement royal." Antici
pating ver. 11, Li.icke, Tholuck, Bri.ickner, Maier, Baur, Baum
garten render: "the moment of the revelat·ion of my glory." Comp. 
Luthardt: "This miracle, as the figurative _p1·olepsis of Christ's 
subsequent full revelation of Himself before the eyes of men, 

1 It is o.n error to suppose that ;, !:,pa. l'•v in John always signifies the hour cf 
Chi·ist's death. Its reference depends entirely upon the context, as in vii. 30, 
viii. 20, where it means the hour of Christ's seizure ; and xiii. I, where the more 
precise definition is expressly given. Already .,.,,,i in Chrysostom, Ebrartl, and 
many, take it here 11s meaning the hour of Christ's death. Hilgenfcld under
stantls it of the hour of the glorification of Jesus, the culminating point of which 
was c~rtainly the crucifixion; and that Jesus, according to John, gil'es expression 
to the full consciousness of the Logos, ,md its superhuma.n independence of all 
human counsel. 
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wns of significance only for that narrow circle, and was intended 
to lead Jesus on from it into public life,"-of which, however, 
the text contains no hint either in ver. 5 or elsewhere. 

Ver. 5. The words of Jesus last spoken implied that He 
intended to help, though not immediately. Hence Mary's 
direction to the servants, whose service she supposed Jesus 
would require (perhaps to go and fetch wine). Any allusion 
to Gen. xli. 5 5 (Hengstenberg) is remote from the text. 
Ebrard finds it implied in the passage, that Jesus, after He 
had spoken, ver. 4, rose and turned towards the servants. 

Ver. 6. 'E,a,] Whether in the feast chamber, or possibly 
in the vestibule, we are not told. - voptai] water-pitchers 
for carrying water, iv. 28; often in the LXX.; Dern. 1155. 6; 
Arist. Vesp. 926; Lysistr. 327, 358; Lucian, IJem. enc. 29. 
- e E] Not stated as explanatory of the Jewish custom, but as 
vividly describing the exact circumstances, yet not with any 
symbolic significance (six, Lange thinks, was the number of 
poverty and fabolll'). - tCd,uevai] positae, set down, placed 
there. Comp. xix. 2 9; J er. xxiv. 1 ; Xen. Oec. viii. 19: xfrrpa" 

, A , , , e A 'I ~ ] . . . . eutCplllw', ICH,UEVa',. - tCa-ra TOV /Ca ap. TWV ovo. i.e. 

for the sake of cleansing (the hands and vessels, Matt. xv. 2; 
Mark vii. 3 ff. ; Luke xi. 3 9; Lightfoot, p. 9 7 4), which the 
Jews practised before and after meals. On tCa.-ra, in which, as 
in 2 Tim. i. 1, "notio seciindum facile transit in notionem 
propter" (Kiihner, ad Xen. Mem. i. 3. 12). Comp. Winer, p. 
376 [E. T. p. 602].-,ueTp17-ra',] In conformity with his 
Hellenic tendency, John gives the Attic measure, which, how
ever, is equal to the Hebrew n~ (Josephus, Antt. viii. 2. 9). 
The Attic rnetretes contained 12 xoe1, or 144 Ko-ru"A.at, 11 
Roman ainphorae, i.e. about 21 '\Viirtemburg measures (see 
,vurm, de pondcrurn etc. rationib. 126), and about 33 Berlin 
quarts, in weight eighty pounds of water [about Sf gallons] 
(Bertheau, Gesch. d. Israel, p. 77). Comp. Bi.ickh, Staatshaush. 
I. 12 7; Hermann, I'rivataltei·th. § 46. 10. Each pitcher con
tained two or three mctretae (which are not, with Ammon, to 
be referred to a smaller measure, nor even, with Ebrard, to that 
of an amphora) ; for as a row of si,x pitchers is named, civa 
can, consistently with the context, only be taken in a dis
tributive sense, not in the signification-which is, besides, lin-
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g1.1istica1ly untenable (see Winer, p. 372 [E.T. pp. 496-7])-of 
circiter, according to which all six must have held only about 
two or three metretae (Paulus, Hug). The great quantity of 
water thus turned into wine (252-378 Wi.irtemburg measures, 
106-160 gallons) seems out of all proportion, and is used by 
Strauss and Schweizer to impugn the historic character of the 
narrative; but it is conceivable if we consider the character of 
the miracle as one of blessing ( compare the miraculous Feed
ings ), and that we are to suppose that what was left over may 
have been intended by Jesus as a present for the married pair, 
while the possible abuse of it during the feast itself was pre
vented by the presence of the Giver. We must also bear in 
mind that the quantity was suggested to Him by the six 
pitchers standing there; and therefore, if the blessed Wonder
worker had not merely to measure the amount of the neecl, 
He had occasion all the more not to keep within t.\e exact 
quantity which the circumstances demanded, by changing 
the contents of only one or two pitchers into wine, and 
omitting the rest. The blessing conferred by the Wonder
worker has also, considering the circumstances, its appropriate
ness and clecoriim, in keeping with which He was not to act ;n 
a spirit of calculation, but, on the contrary, to give plentifully, 
especially when, as was here the case, this abundance was 
suggested by the vessels which were standing there. 

Vv. 7, 8. The transformation is accomplished in the time 
between ver. 7 and ver. 8.1 

- atho~~J the servants, who 
obeyed Him according to the direction of Mary, ver. 5 ; not, 
as Lange's imagination suggests, "under the influence of a 
miraculously excited feeling pervading the household." -
r;Eµ,t<TaTEJ The most natural supposition from this and ver. 6 
is that the pitchers had been empty, the water in them having 
been used up before the feast began, and were to be filled 
afresh for use after meat. Observe, moreover, that Christ 

1 The commencement of the transformation might indeed be also phced after 
the drawing out, and consequently after ver. 8, so that only that portion of 
water which was drawn was converted into wine. But the minute statement of 
the number and large size of the vessels in ver. 6, by which it is manifestly 
intenued to draw attention to the greatness in a qu11ntitative point of view of the 
ruir11cle of transformation, presupposes rather that all the water in the pitchers 
was converted into win6. 
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does not proceed c1·eatively in His miracles, neither here nor 
in the feedings. - ew~ a'.vw] This is stated for no other 
purpose than to give prominence to the quantity of the wine 
which Jesus miracnlously produced. - avT;\~a-aTE] Alto
gether general, without specifying any particular pitcher,
showing that as all were filled, the water in all was turned 
into wine (in answer to Semler and Olshausen). From the 
nature of the case, no object is appended, and we therefore can 
only understand the general word it. The drawing out was 
done by means of a vessel (a tankard, 7rpoxoo~, Hom. Od. xviii. 
3 9 7), out of which the master of the feast would fill the cups 
upon the table ( comp. Nitzsch on Hom. Od. TJ. 18 3). - The 
apxHplK;\ivo~, table-maste1· (Heliod. vii. 27), in Petron. 27 
triclinarches, elsewhere also called Tpa'TT'eso'TT'oto,; (A then. iv. 
p. 170 D E; Beck Char. II. 252), is the chief of the waiters 
at table, upon whom devolved the charge of the meats and 
drinks, and the entire arrangement of the repast. See Walch, 
De architriclino, Jena 175 3. Comp. Fritzsche on Ecclus. 
xxxv. 1, where he is designated as iJ1ouµ,evo~. He was at 
the same time the taster of the meats and drinks, and is not 
to be confounded with the a-uµ,-rroa-tapxo~, modiinperator, arbi
ter bibendi, who was chosen by the guests themselves from 
among their own number (Xen. Anab. vi. 1. 30; Herm. Privat
alte1·th. § 28, 29; Mitscherlich, ad Hor. Od. i. 4. 18). 

Vv. 9, 10. The parenthesis, usually made to begin with 
K. OUK iJoei, must be limited to 0£ OE 0£aKOV0£ - vowp, be
cause not only does the construction run on with Ka~ ouK ifo1:i, 
but a reason is also assigned for the <f>wve'i Tov vuµ,<f>{ov, K.T.;\., 

which follows; for had the man known whence the new wine 
had come, he would not in surprise have called the bride
groom, etc. - TO vowp olv. ,ye,yev.J not the wine which had 
been water (Luther), but the water which had become wine (and 
now was wine). Observe the force of the perfect. If the To 
had been repeated, this water, as that which had been made 
wine, would have been distinguished from other water (aqiiam, 
eam dico quae, etc.). See Kuhner, ad Xen. Anab. iv. 6. 1. The 
TO not being repeated, the vowp oiv. 'YE"fEV, expresses one com
plete conception. -7T'o0~v ia--rtv] whence it comes, i.e. that it 
had been drawn out of the water-pitchers. This is evident 
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from the following ol ~vK°X1JKOT€r; T~ vBoop. The table-master. 
therefore, cannot have been present at the drawing out of the 
water, ver. 8. Concerning the present Ja7{v, see i. 40. - The 
insertion of the words oi OE ouz,covoi, /C,T.A., serves to give pro
minence to the reality of the miracle. - iJoHa-av] i.e. -rra0w 
Ja-T{v, but they did not know that it was wine which they 
brought. - q,wveZJ He called him to him (comp. i. 49), and 
said to him. Whether the bridegroom was just outside at the 
time (as Nonnus represents), or was reclining at the table, or 
is to be supposed as employed in the chamber, does not appear. 
- o apxiTp{,c">...] a superfluous repetition, but suggested by the 
parenthesis, as is often the case in Greek. - -rriir; av0pw-rro,, 
K,T,"X.J spoken under the impression that the bridegroom bad 
kept the good wine in reserve, and had not allowed it to be 
put forth ( Tl071cn ), but now was regaling them with it. We 
may suppose the words to have been spoken jocularly, in joyous 
surprise after tasting the wine. The general custom, however, 
to which the table-master refers, is not elsewhere with any 
certainty confirmed (the proof in W etstein is doubtful) ; nor, 
indeed, considering the playful way in which it was spoken, 
does it need any voucher. - lfrav µ€0va0wa-i] when they 
have become intoxicated, so that they can no longer appreciate 
the goodness of the wine. The word does not mean anything 
else ; not when they have well drunk (Tholuck, De W ette, and 
several, e.g. Beza, Cornelius a Lapide, and others), because 
intoxication is the essential though relative conception (see 
also Gen. xliii. 34; Hag. i. 6 ; Rev. xvii. 2). The man says 
only in joke, as if it were a general experience, what he cer
tainly may often have observed, and no inference can there
fore be drawn from his words that the guests at Cana were 
already intoxicated ; especially as ''. wr; &pn simply means till 
now, after they had been drinking so long at the table, in 
antithesis with the 7rpwTov. 

Ver. 11. The T~ v before dpx~v being spurious (see critical 
notes), we must translate: This, as beginning of His miracles, 
did Jesus at Cana. See on iv. 54, and Bernhardy, p. 319; 
Stallbaum, ad Plat. Gorg. p. 510 D. From this it is clear 
that it is the first miracle in general, and not merely the first 
of those that were wrought in Cana (iv. 46 sqq.), that is 

X 



146 THE GOSPEL OF JOHN'. 

meant (so already Ttv~ in Chrysostom and Paulus). This 
concluding remark of John's simply serves to express, on occa• 
sion of the first of them, the teleological nature of the miracles 
of Jesus generally. - T~V oofav a1hov] not" His excellent 
humanity" (Paulus), but His divine ~Messianic majesty, as in 
i 14. The miracles of Jesus, as He Himself testified, had 
for their object not only the oofa of the Father, but also His 
own, xi. 4 (in opposition to W eizsacker, Jahrb. f Deutsche 
Thcol. 1857, p. 165). The former is really the latter, and the 
latter the former. Observe how in John ( as well as in the 
Synoptics) Jesus begins His Messianic ministry in Galilee, 
even in this His first miracle. - 1'al i'TT'luTwuav, 1',T.X.J 

and Hi,s disciples became believers in Him. The faith which 
they already had (i 35-52) was only introductory, belonging 
to the commencement of their connection with Jesus; now, 
upon the basis of this manifestation of His glory (i. 14), came 
the more advanced and fuller decision, a new epoch in their 
faith, which, moreover, still continued susceptible of and re
quiring fresh additions even to the end (xi. 15, xiv. 11). 
There is no hint here of any contrast with the unbelief after
wards manifested by the people (Bruckner), nor can this be 
inferred from ver. 12 ff. Comp. Weiss, Lehrbeg1·if, p. 102. 

Note.-This turning of the water into wine must be regarded 
as an actual miracle, for John as an eye-witness (see on i. 41, 
42), in the most simple and definite manner (comp. iv. 46), 
represents it as such, and as the first manifestation of the 
divine glory dwelling in Christ in the direction of miraculous 
working (not as portraying beforehand the heavenly marriage 
supper, Rev. xix. 8, Matt. xxvi. 29, as Hofmann, Schriftbeweis, 
II. 2, p. 407, and Baumgarten, p. 99, take it). Every exposition 
which explains away the miraculous element contradicts the 
words and the purpose of St. John, infringes on his credi
bility and capacity for simple observation, and places even the 
character of Jesus in an ambiguous light. The physical incon
ceivability, which nevertheless is not identical with absolute 
impossibility (against Scholten, p. 215), pertains to this work in 
common only with every miracle ;1 and hence the appeal made 

1 It does not become more conceivable by Lange's fiction (L. J. II. p. 479), 
~hlch is quite unsupported by the text, viz. that the company were elevated to 
11, higher tone of feeling, as the disciples were at a later time upon the mount ol 
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to a supposed accelerated process of nature (Olshausen, comp. 
already Augustine and Chrysostom), which must have been at 
the same time an artificial process, is only a superfluous crutch 
on which the representation is made to lean, inapplicable to the 
other miracles, and as arbitrary as it is (in the absence of a vine) 
inadequate. Its inconceivableness in a telic point of view John 
himself removes in ver. 11 ; and remembering its design as there 
stated, the miracle was not an act of luxury (De vVette), but 
of abounding human kindness in blessing (see on ver. 6). To 
suppose another design, viz. that Jesus wished to show how 
opposed He was to the strict asceticism of the Baptist (Flatt, 
Olshausen), is pure and arbitrary invention, in opposition to 
ver. 11. Further, the fact that the Synoptics have not the nar
rative really amounts to nothing, because John selected and 
V?rote independently of the synoptical series of narrations; and 
as they have not the first, so neither have they the last and 
greatest miracle. We must, after all, abide by the simple state
ment that there was a change of substance (ver. 9), effected by 
the power of Jesus over the sphere of nature, in conformity with 
a higher law of causation. Granting this power, which the 
whole range of the Gospel miracles demands, there is no ground 
whatever for contenting oneself (against ver. 9) with the as
sumption of a change of attributes merely in the water, whereby 
(after the analogy of mineral waters) it may have received the 
colour and taste of wine (Neander). It is levity of an equally 
objectionable kind, and a wronging of a writer so serious as John, 
to explain what occurred as a weddingy'oke, as Paulus (Jesus had 
a quantity of wine brought into the house, and had it mixed 
with water out of the pitchers and put upon the tables, ver. 4 
having been spoken jestingly) and Gfrorer (Mary brought the 
wine with her as a wedding present, and during- the feast, at 
the right moment, she gave her son a sign to bring out and 
distribute the gift) have agreed to do. Thus, instead of the 
transmutation of the water, we have a frivolous transmutation 
of the history.1 Lastly, the mythical explanation contradicts 
the trustworthiness and genuineness of the Gospel. According 
to it, fact is resolved into legend-a legend derived from the 

transfiguration, and that Christ, from the full spring of His highest life-power, 
made them drink creatively "in the element of the higher feeling." 

1 Ammon also, L. J. I., falls back upon an erroneous idea nnd representation 
on the part of John : "What took place in the intervening time, when the water
pitchers were empty, and soon after were filled to the brim, is unknown to us." 
'£he miracle is thus reduced into a natural event behind the scenes. Schenkel 
eimply enough removes every miraculous element from the history, o.s being 
legendary adornments. 
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nnalogies of the histot·ies of :Moses (Ex. xv. 23 sqq.) and Elisha· 
(2 Kings ii. 19), as Strauss will have it, or from a misunderstood, 
parable, as ,veisse thinks; while De Wette-without, however, 
ad~pting the mythical view, but not folly recognising the his
to:r1c character of the narrative-regards the dispensing of the 
wme as an act corresponding with the dispensing of the bread, 
and both as answering to the bread and wine in the Lord's 
Supper. This he holds to be the most appropriate explanation; 
but it is all the more inept, because there is not the least hint 
of it in the narrative, and because the Lord's Supper is not once 
mentioned in John. According to Schweizer and Weisse, the 
paragraph is to be reckoned among certain interpolations which 
have been added to the genuine Johannean nucleus,-an arbi
trary assertion; whereas Baur, whose criticism rejects the whole 
Gospel, transforms the narrative into an allegory, wherein water 
is the symbol of the Baptist, wine of the Messiah's dignity (i.e. 
the bridegroom's), and the transformation typifies the transition 
from the preparatory stage of the Baptist to the epoch of Mes
sianic activity and glory (comp. Baumgarten Crusius, p. 82); 
while Hilgenfeld (Evang. p. 248) looks upon the turning of the 
water into wine as intended as a counterpart to the synoptical 
narrative of the temptation, and to illustrate how Jesus was 
raised above all narrow asceticism. Thus, too, some of the 
Fathers (Cyril, .Augustine, and many others) allegorize the 
miracle, without, however, surrendering its objective and histo
rical character as a fact; whereas Ewald, while renouncing any 
investigation into the historic probability of the narrative, re
gards it as the gilding of the idea of the beneficent power of the 
Messianic spirit, whereby even now water ought to become wine. 
Luthardt holds, indeed, the objective historical reality, but re
gards the manifestation of the ooga to have been in contrast with 
that given in the 0. 1'.,-the gift of God occupying the place of 
the command, and the higher life, which Jesus the bridegroom 
makes !mown in this miracle, the place of outward purification. 
Similarly Scholten, p. 164. But while the representation of 
Christ as bridegroom is quite remote from the narrative, John 
gives no support or sanction to the idea that the miracle was 
symbolical, either in the remark of ver. 6 (xa7a .,._ ,-.a~ap . .,._ 'Iouo-) 
or in that of ver. 11 Ur;avEp . .,.. oog. avrov). -The miracle at 
Cana is, finally, the only one to which the Synoptics have no 
one that corresponds. Therefore the miracles in John are all 
the less to be used in support of the assertion that, in John, 
Christ, after the manner of the Gnostics, announces another and 
higher God than the God of the 0. T. (Hilgenfeld, Lehrbegr. 
281). According to Keim, the marriage in Cana, the first great 
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beaming forth of the divine glory, stands in John as" a loving 
portrait" of Christ, and designedly in place of the painful 
temptation in the wilderness. But this glory beamed forth 
still more grandly and more significantly in its bearing upon the 
Saviour's whole ministry in the threefold triumph over Satan. 

Ver. 1 ~- M €Tei TOVTO 1Ca-re,87J, IC.T.X.J Direct from Cana? 
or from Nazareth (i. 46), whither Mary, Jesus, and the dis
ciples had returned ? The latter must be assumed as the 
correct view, because the. brothers of .Jesus (His brothers lite
rally, not His cousin1;, as Hengstenberg again maintains; see 
vii. 3, 5, and -0n Matt. i. 25, xii. 46, 1 Cor. ix. 5) had not 
been with Him at the wedding. It is quite arbitrary to sug
gest that they were accidentally omitted to be mentioned in 
ver. 2 (Baumgarten Crusius, following earlier commentators). 
- 1Ca-re,811] down, for Kacpapvaovµ, (to be written thus, 

. with Lachmann and Tischendorf; in John likewise) lay on the 

.shore of the lalce of Tiberias. - av-ro<; IC. n µ,~TTJP, IC.T.X.J A 
common J7ra116p0wav; (correction). See Fritzsche, Conject. 
p. 25; ad 11:fatt. p. 420; acl ll[arc.- p. 70 ; Stallbaum, ad Plat. 
Orit. p. 5 0 E. John does not tell us why they went down to 
Capernaum 1 (1,fatt. iv. 13 is in a totally different connection). 
The settlement of the family at Capernaum is left uncertain by 
John; the fact had but little interest for the Judaistic stand
ing-point of his history, and is neither recorded here, as Ewald 
maintains (the IC, : IC€i lµ,eivav OU 7T'OAX. nµ,, which follows is 
against this), nor even presnpposed (Wieseler, De W ette, 
Tholuck), for the mention of the brothers who were not with 
Him at the marriage forbids this. Nor is the settlement 
attested either by iv. 3, 43, or by vi. 17, 59. - ou 7roXXtt~ 

nµ,epa<;] because the Passover was at hand, ver. 1:~, which 
Jesus (and the disciples, iii. 2 2) attended; not, therefore, on 
account of misconstruction and hostility (Ewald). 

Vv. 13-16. Kal] Simply the continuative and, i.e. during 
this short stay at Capernaum. - For vv. 14-16, see on Matt. 

1 Hengstenberg supposes that John mentions this only from a feeling of 
personal interest; tho.t he himself hnd belonged to Capernaum, and Jesus had 
~tayed nt his father's house. An utterly groumlless conjecture, ma<ie for the sako 
of harmonizing (i. 45; comp. Luke iv. 38, Mark i. 29), nccording to which we 
should have to regard Bethsaida 118 11. suburb of Cnp~rnnum ; see, on the con
trlll'y, lllntt. xi. 21, 23. 
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xxi. 12, 13. - '77'av'Ta'>] refer not to tbe pe1·sons, but to tl1e 
animals named immediately afterwards with the TE-1'a{, i'..e, 

not only, but also (see Bauml. in Zoe., and Pa1·tilc. 2 2 5). Thus 
the unseemliness which some have found in the use of the 
scourge,-certainly intimated by the connection of 7rot~ua., and 
t!fti,BaXw,-and along with it every typical explanation of the 
scourge (Grotius, Godet, and others regard it as the symbol 
of God's wrath), disappear.-'Efexee] uncontracted form, 
to be taken as the aor. Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 222. - To 

,cepµ,a] coin, especially small coin. Mostly in the plural in 
Greek. The singular here is collective. - ,cal Toi., ,.a., 7repi
uHptt<;, K.T.X.] He could not of course drive out the doves 
like the other animals, and He therefore says to those who 
sold them, ~paTe TavTa evTev8ev. John is here more minute 
than the Synoptics; but we must not regard the words as 
indicating greater mildness towards the sellers of the doves, 
because these were used by the poor (Rupertius, De Wette). 
The command µ,~ 7rote'iTe, K.T.X., addressed to them applied to 
all.-Tov 7raTpo'> µ,ov] .A.dmiranda auctoritas, Bengel; the 
full consciousness of the Son manifested itself already (as in 
Luke ii. 49) in the temple.-ol,c. eµ,7roplov] a house of, a 
place of, 1nerchand£se. The holy temple house had, in the 
Lord's view, become this, while the temple court had been 
made a place of buying and marketing (eµ,7ropiov, Thuc. i. 13. 
3 ; Dem. 9 5 7, 2 7; Xen. de red. iii. 3; Herodian. viii. 2. 6 ; 
Ezek. xxvii. 3; Isa. xxiii 17, not the same as ip,7ropla). Pos
sibly Zech. xiv. 21 was in His thoughts. 

Ver. 17. 'Eµ,v~ue,,,uav] At the very time of the occur
rence, and not (as Olshausen asserts) after the resurrection, a 
circumstance which has to be stated in ver. 22 (comp. xii. 
16). - The text quoted is Ps. lxix. 10; the theocratic sufferer 
in this psalm, a psalm written during the exile, is a type of the 
Messiah; see xv. 25, xix. 28 ff. Comp. Rom. xv. 3, xi. 9; 
Acts i 20. - ,caTatpa,yeTat µ,e] will devour or consume me, 
is to be understood of a power which wears one out internally, 
Ps. cxix. 13 9, not to be referred to the death of Jesus (Bengel, 
Olshausen, Hofmann, Weissag. ii. Erf p. 111 ; Luthardt, comp. 
Bruckner), for the disciples could at that time have thought of 
anythin3 but His death; comp. ver. 22. In this wrathful zeal, 
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which they saw had taken hold of Jesus, thRy thought they 
saw the Messianic fulfilment of that word in the psalm, wherem 
the speaker declares his great zeal for God's house, which was 
yet to wear him out. The fulfilment relates to the o S1JM~ 
'Tov otKov uov, whereof the KaTa<f,aryeTai indicates only the 
violence and permanence ; and there is therefore no ground 
for imagining already any gloomy forebodings on the part of 
the disciples (Lange). For eu0{eiv and eoeiv, used of con
suming emotions (as in Aristophanes, Vesp. 287), see Jacobs, 
ad Anthol. VI. 280; Del, epigr. p. 257. As to the future 
q,a,yoµai, which belongs to the LXX. and Apocrypha, see 
Lo beck, ad Phryn. p. 3 2 7; like the classical eooµai, it never 
stands as present (against Tholuck, Hengstenberg, Godet, and 
others). 

Note.-If there was but one cleansing of the temple, then 
either John or the Synoptics have given an erroneous narrative. 
But if it happened twice,1 first at the beginning, and then at 
the end of the Messianic ministry of Jesus,-a supposition which 
in itself corresponds too well to the significance of the act (in 
so far as its repetition was occasioned by the state of ilisorder 
remaining unchanged after so long an interval had elapsed) to 
be inconceivable (as has been asserted by some), or even merely 
to pass the limits of probability,-it is then, on the one hand, 
conceivable that the Synoptics do not contain the first cleans
ing, because Christ's early labours in Jerusalem do not belong 
to the range of events which they generally narrate; and, on 
the other hand, that John passes over the second cleansing, 
because he had already recorded the Messianic rI'f/fui"ov of the 
same kind. We are not therefore to suppose that the one 
account is true, and the other false, but to assume that the act was 
repeated. See on Matt. xxi. 12, 13. So the Fathers and most 
subsequent writers; also Schleiermacher, Tholuck, Olshausen, 
B. Crusius, Maier, Ebrard, Luthardt., Riggenbach, Lange, Baum
garten, Hengstenberg, Godet,etc. Others, on the contrary, admit
ting only one temple-cleansing, decide in favour, some of the 
synoptical account (Strauss, Weisse, Baur, Hilgenfeld, Scholten, 
Schenkel2), and some in favour of John's (Lucke, De Wette, 

1 "Whether it took place before or after, once or twice, it takes nothing from 
our faith."-LUTHEll. 

• Comp. also Luther : "It seems to me that John here skips over the three 
first yea.I's." 
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Ammon, Krabbe, Bruckner, E,vald, ,veizsacker, and mnny 
others; Baumlein hesitatingly). The latter would be the correct 
view, because John was au eye-witness; although we are not to 
suppose, as Baur, in keeping with his view of the fourth Gospel, 
thinks, that John derived the facts from the Synoptics, but fixed 
the time of the transaction independently, in consistency with 
the idea of reformatory procedure. See also Hilgenfeld, who 
traces I-ere the "idiosyncrasy of John," who, with reference 
at least to the knowledge of the disciples and the relations of 
Jesus to the Jews, begins where the Synoptics leave off; and thus 
his narrative is merely a peculiar development of synoptical 
materials. Besides, upon the supposition of two distinct cleans.:. 
ings of the temple, any essential difference between the two acts 
themselves is not to be discovered. Luthardt, indeed, follow
ing Hofmann (comp. Lichtenstein, p. 156), thinks that, in the 
synopt; cal account, Jesus as prophet protects the place of divine 
11:orship, but that in John's He as Son exercises His authority 
over the house; but the o o'fxo. µ,ou of the Synoptics, as the declara
tion of God, exactly corresponds with 'Tov ofaov 'Tov 'lra'TpoG µ,ou· in 
John as the word of Christ. The distinction, moreover, that 
the first cleansing was the announcement of reformation, and 
the second that of judgment (Hengstenberg), cannot be made 
gocd, separates what is clearly connected, and attaches too much 
importance to collateral minutiae. This remark in answer to 
Gu let, who regards the first cleansing as "un appel," the second 
as "une protestation." The essential element of difference in 
J r hn's account lies in the very striking declaration of Jesus 
about the temple 0f His body, ver. 19, of which the Synoptics 
have not a word, and which possesses great prophetic signi
ficance as uttered at the very outset of His Messianic ministry, 
but has no special fitness at the end of it. Jesus accordingly 
did not utter it again at the second cleansing, but only at the 
first, though upon that second cleansing also, occasion was 
given for so doing (Matt. xxi. 23). It is this very declaration, 
however, which marks unmistakeably the Messianic character 
of the appearance of Jesus in Jerusalem from the very first 
(against Weizsacker, Evang. Gesch. p. 260). Chap. vii. 3 is not 
the first place which treats of that Messianic appearance. 

Vv. 18, 19. The same question as in Matt. xxi. 23, but 
how totally different an answer! It cannot therefore be used 
to confirm the supposed identity of the two events. - d7re
Kp i0.J As in Matt. xi. 25 (which see), and often, denoting 
what is said upon occasion of Christ's act, and with reference 
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thereto. - Tl u17-,Hiov] If what He had done· was to be 
recognised as appropriate to Him, it must be based upon a 
really prophetic egovu{a, and consequently upon divine autho
l'ization ; in proof of this, they desired a special miraculous 
sign or act, accrediting Him as a divine messenger, and which 
was to be wrought by Him before their eyef', ni~, cr71µEfov Tr,'> 

av0evTla,;, Euthymius Zigabenus; comp. vi. 30. - OEtKvuw,] 
dost thou bring before us, lettest us see ; comp. Hom. ll. v. 
244: KpoVl,(JJV-0€£KVV<; crfjµa /3poTo'icrw. Od. 'Y· 174. - on] 
ek EKE'ivo, on, ix. 1 7, xi. 51, xvi. 9; Mark xvi. 14; 2 Cor. i. 
18, xi. 10. See Fritzsche ad lifatt. p. 248. Consequently 
in the sense of quatenus, see Ast, Lex. Plat. II. 48 5. -
7T'O£Et<,] The. present denotes the act just performed, but which 
is still regarded as present. - Ver. 19. AvcraTe Tov vaov 
TovTov, K.T.>...] refers, according to the apostle's explanation 
in ver. 21, to the death and resurrection of Jesus, so that he 
consequently means His body as the dwelling-place of God, 
who was in Christ (x. 38, xiv. 10, 11, 20, xvii. 21, i. 14), 
i.e. as the antitype of the temple,1 and, in conformity with this, 
.His violent death as the pulling down, and His resurrection as 
the rebuilding of it. We must therefore, according to John, 
suppose that Jesus, with the temple buildings before Him, to 
,which He points (this temple here), sees in them the sacred 
type of His body, and with that directness of expression 
characteristic of the old prophets (such as we often see, e.g., 
in Isaiah), straightway substitutes the image for that which 
it represented, so that these sharp, vivid strokes, dashed down 
without any explanation, contain, as in a pictorial riddle, a 
symbolic and prophetic announcement of His resurrection,2 as 

1 Considering the oft-recurring representation of the indwelling of God in 
Christ, it is very far-fetched to derive the temple comparison here from the 
Valentinian Christology concerning a higher body of the Messiah appropriate 
for union with the Logos (in answer to Hilgenfeld, Lehrbegr. 247). Seeing, 
further, that Christ (ver. 16) calls the literal temple "His Father's honse," 
, how can the Demiurge be conceived of ,1s the God of the Jews 1 How can we 
reconcile with that expression even "a milder Gnosticism" (Hilgcnfeld, in the 
Theol. Jahrb. 1857, p. 516) 1 Simply to admit that "a weak reference to the 
highest God was not wanting even in Judaism," is both incc,nect in itself, and 
Jltogether unsuited to solve the palpable contradiction. 

2 It is assumed (with Bengel) still in my 4th edition, that Jesus inclicated the 
reference to His body "m1l11 gestuve," but that the Jews dill not uotice it. 
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in Matt. xii. 39, xvi. 4, and in keeping with wlrnt we are to 
assume throughout, viz. that He never foretold His resurrec
tion in so many words, but only by figures and in obscure 
terms. The thought accordingly, divested of this figurative 
envelope, is, according to John, no other than this : kill me, and 
within th1·ce days (ev, see Bernhardy, p. 209; Winer, p. 361 
[E. T. p. 48 2]) I will rise again. The imperative in the 
protasis is not permissive merely, which weakens the emotion, 
but contains a challenge; it springs from painfully excited 
feeling, as He looks with heart-searching gaze upon that im
placable opposition which was already beginning to show 
itself, and which would not be satisfied till it had put Hirn 
to death. Comp. 7TA'l'Jpwr;aTe, Matt. xxiii. 32. John's ex
planation is adopted by the ancients, and among modern 
expositors by Kuinoel, Tholuck, Hildebrand (in Huffell's 
Zeitschr. II. 1), Kling (in d. Stud. u. Krit. 1836, p. 127), 
Krabbe, Klee, Olshausen (at least as to their inner meaning, 
while the words, he thinks, were apparently simply a repelling 
paradox), Maier, Hasert (Ueb. d. Vorhersagitngen Jesu von 
seine1n Tode, Berlin 1839, p. 81), Hauff in the Stud. u. 
Krit. 1849, p. 106 ff.; Bruckner (against De Wette), Lauril
lurd, de locis ev. Jolt. in quibus ipse auctor verba J. interpretat. 
est, Lugd. B. 1853, p. 1 ff.; Baumgarten, Maier, Baeumlein, 
Godet, even Luthardt (though bringing in a double meaning; 
by putting Jesus to death, Israel destroyed itself as the house 
of God, while the resurrection was the setting up of God's 
spiritual house ; comp. Ebrard, Lange, Riggenbach, Hengsten
berg); similarly Baur, p. 137 ff., who, however (and with him 
Hilgenfeld), traces the expression to synoptic elements much 
later in point of time. But John's explanation is abandoned, 
since the time of Herder (vo1n Bohne Gottes) and Henke (Pro
gramm, 1798, in Pott, Sylloge, I. p. 8 ff.), by Eckermann, 
Paulus, Lucke, Schweizer, Bleek, B. Crusius, Ammon, Strauss, 
Gfri:irer, De "\Vette, Ewald, W eizsiicker, Schenkel, Scholten, 

This is inadmissible, because thus the .... .,.,. would have no reference whatever 
to the temple of stone, whereas the entire scene in the temple court shows that 
this reference is contained in it. Besides, such a gesture would be inappropriate 
while using an enigmati.cal wor<l, for it would at once give the key to its solution. 
The intellectual point would be quite lost. 
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and many others, who, with various modifications, explain 
the pulling down of the temple of the decay of the old temple 
reli,gion, and the setting up in three days of the new spiritual 
theocracy so soon to be established; thus the imperative is 
taken by some as a challenge (as above) (Herder, Henke, 
Ewald), by some again as a concession (Schenkel), and by 
some as an hypothesis (Lucke, B. Crusius, De W ette : 
" Granted that ye destroy")-according to De W ette, with 
allusion perhaps to the late partial pulling down of the 
temple by Herod. But (1) before we can assume that John 
of all men, who yet elsewhere was so deeply imbued with the 
mind of Jesus, wholly misunderstood Him, and that too at the 
time when he wrote his Gospel, when, consequently, the old 
degenerate religion had been long ago overthrown, and the 
new spiritual sanctuary long ago set up,-the most decisive 
evidence of such a misunderstanding is requisite. If this be 
not forthcoming, we are bound to seek the true interpretation 
'ilf any saying of Jesus from him, and especially in this case, 
where he distinctly gives his own explanation in opposition to 
the misconception of the Jews, and gives it not only as his 
own, but as that of the rest of the disciples likewise. (2) The 
accusation in Matt. xxvi. 61, Mark xiv. 58 (comp. Acts vi. 
13) is no argument in favour of the modern interpretation, 
for it is based only upon the Jewish misunderstanding of the 
saying. (3) The place and occasion alike suggested the 
temple as an illustration, but they determined nothing as to 
the subject-matter of the comparison ; a <I'f/p.e'iov in general was 
asked for, not one bearing specially itpon the temple. ( 4) The 
setting up of the spiritual temple was an event not at all 
dependent upon a prcvioiis }..veiv of the old economy; on the 
contrary, a beginning had already been made, the further 
development of which was not the effect but the cause (the 
fermenting element) of the dissolution of the old theocracy: 
hence the relation of the protasis to the apodosis of the 
sentence would be neither logically nor historically correct. 
(5) This spiritual building up was so far from being a 
momentary act, and was to so great a degree a gradual 
development, that neither the conception of a <I'f/p.e'iov in 
general, nor the words Jv Tpiu'w ~JJ.Epair;, which belong essen-
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tially to this conception, have any corresponding relnti0n 
thereto ; the latter expression, even if taken in a proverbial 
sense (Hos. vi. 2, not Luke xiii. 3 2 ; but see Dissen ad Dem. 
de cor. p. 3 6 2), could only mean "in a Jew days,'' and there
fore would be quite unsuited to the comparison, and would 
even have the appearance of grandiloquence. Moreover, as 
the three days joined to the lryepw were always the fixed cor
relative of Christ's resurrection, this ought itself to have ex
ciuded the modern explanation. (6) A new temple would of 
necessity have been spoken of as another (comp. Mark xiv. 
58), but lryepw avTov can only mean the same; and thus the 
Jews as well as John rightly understood it, for Jesus did not 
say lryepw a'A.'A.ov or eTepov, or the like.1 (7) It is only a 
seeming objection to John's explanation, that according to N. 
T. theology Christ did not raise Himself from the dead, but 
was raised by the Father; comp. ver. 22; Acts ii. 24, 31 ff., 
iii. 15, iv. 10, v. 30, al.; Rom. iv. 24, viii. 11; 1 Cor. vi. 14; 
2 Cor. iv. 14; Gal i 1; Eph. i. 21; Col. ii. 12; 1 Thess. i. 
I O; 1 Pet. i 21. Any such contradiction to the Christian 
mode of view, if real, must have prevented John himself above 
every one from referring the words to the resurrection. • But 
the objection disappears if we simply give due weight to the 
figurati.-e nature of the expression, which rests upon that 
visible contemplation of the resurrection, according to which 
the Subject that arises, whose resurrection is described as the 
re-erecting of the destroyed temple, must also be the Subject 
that erects the temple,-without affecting the further doctrine, 
which, moreover, does not come under consideration, that the 
causa ~ffeciens, i.e. the actual revivifying power, is the Father. 
Christ receiving His life again from the Father (x. 1 7) and rising 
again, Himself raises up by His very resurrection the destroyed 
temple. See, moreover, Bruckner, p. 57, and Godet. Comp. 
I gnat. Smyrn. 2: a'A.170wr; aVEUT1JU€V EaVTOV. - For Jryelpetv 
as used of erecting buildings, see Ecclus. xlix. 11; 3 Esdras 

1 Appeal is wrongly made to Matt. x. 39, where ,J,ux'1• denotes eartlily life 
merely, and then ,,,;,,,.i,, life eternal. i•x•• as well as,.;,.,.,;, there means nothing 
but the soul; and the enigma of the expression lies not in a different sense being 
11.pplied to these two words, but in the different meaning as respects duration of 
,if,:,~ and &~oAi,11. 
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v. 44, viii. 81; Ael V. H. 12; 23; Herodianus, 3, 15. 6; 
Jacobs ad A nthol. XII. p. 7 5 

Note.-It cannot perplex us in John's explanation, that the 
answer which Jesus gave was rightly understood neither by 
the Jews nor by the disciples at the time. It was the manner 
of Jesus, as especially appears in John, to throw out seeds of 
thought for the future which could not take root at the time. 
Comp. Chrysostom: '7rOAAa .,-o,"vra l()0iy1Era1 .,-oi; µ,h .,-fre r.l.xo~ouo-i, 

oux ii,.,-" oij1-", 'l'Ois OE (J,E'l'GG 'l'GtV'l'" fo6µ,eva. Tivo; OE e .ix,v 'l'Oii,o ,;;-oiei; 

7va oe,xO~ <r.poe,o~; /lvwBev 'l'GG µ,era 'l'CLVra, O'l'GtV i;eMr, xai' .,-ij. ,;;-pop

p~O"EWG TO 'l'!AOG 3 0~ xai E'ITI 'l'?;G '7rfOl{)'fJ'l'EICt.o murr;, yiymv. And 
that from His very first public appearance He foresaw the 
development of the opposition of • this seemingly guileless 
party, onwards to its goal in the destruction of the temple 
of His body, can be regarded as an unhistorical presupposition 
of the Logos doctrine only by one who, on the one hand, can 
by critical doubts 1 get rid of the early references of Jesus to 
His death which are contained in the Synoptics (e.g. Matt. x. 
38, xii. 39, x. 23), and, on the other hand, does not sufficiently 
estimate Christ's higher knowledge, and especially His acquaint
ance with the heart which John unfolds, by virtue of which He 
apprehends the full intent (vi. 64) of this seemingly justifiable 
requirement of a sign. 

Ver. 20. An intended deductio ad absurdum. TcuuapdK. 
"· ~~ e'TEuiv] length of time named without ev. Bernhardy, 
p. 81 ; Winer, p. 2 0 5 [E. T. p. 2 7 3]. The great nmnber of 
years stands emphatically first. -~1Coooµ,~B1J] i.e. so far as 
it was already complete. The proposed enlargement and 
renewal of the temple of Zerubbabel was begun in the 18th 
year of Herod the Great's reign (autumn of 734-5; see 
Joseph. Antt. xv. 11. 1), and was first completed, according 
to Josephus, Antt. xx. 9. 7, under Herod Agrippa II., A.D. 64. 
How the 46 years named here prove that the passover then 
being held was that of the year 782 (A.D. 29), corresponding 
with the year of the Baptist's appearance according to Luke 
iii. 1 (August 781-2), see on Acts, Introd. § 4. Wieseler, 
p. 166, reckoning onwards from Nisan 735, places the end 
of the 46th year exactly in Nisan 781;2 comp. also Wieseler 
in Herzog's Encykl. XXI. 546. 

1 Comp. Keim, Geschichtl. Christus, pp. 35, 36, ed. 3. 
1 Ewald reckons from D. c. 20 to A. D. 28, and, counting only the full intel"' 
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Vv. 21, 22. Tou o-roµaToi;-] 1 Genitive of apposition; see 
Winer, p. 494 [E. T. p. 666].-Ver. 22. ovv] represents 
the recollection as answering to the true meaning of that 
declaration. - i!µv1o-0"170-av] they became mindful of, ver. 17, 
xii. 16. The saying came afresh to their remembrance when 
it was explained as a fact by the resurrection; previously, 
because not understood, it had been forgotten. With ~'YEP0"7 
comp. i!,yEpw, ver. 19. - ,cal E'TT'lo-,-evo-av, K.T.A..] As the 
result of this recollection, they believed the Scripture (felt con
vinced of the truth of its statements),-observing, that is, the 
harmony of its prophecies concerning the resurrection of 
Jesus (Ps. xvi. 10; Isa. liii.; cf. Luke xxiv. 2 6; Acts xiii. 3 3 ff.; 
1 Cor. xv. 4; Matt. xii 40) with that saying of Christ's,-and 
the word which Jesus had (then, ver. 19) spoken, which now, as 
fulfilled in the resurrection, presented itself to them in its full 
prophetic truth. Upon 'TT'to-Teveiv Ttvt in St. John, comp. 
Weiss, Lehrbegr. p. 20. - Schweizer (whom Scholten follows) 
regards vv. 21, 2 2 as spurious, quite groundlessly. The 
statement is the exact outcome of St. John's inmost personal 
experience. 

Ver. 23 ... ::HJ introducing a characteristic summary state
ment (to ver. 25) regarding this stay of Jesus at the feast, in 
order next to give prominence to a special scene, the story of 
Nicodemus in iii 1 ff. - fV 7. 'I epou. EV T. 7rao-xa EV Tfi 
eopTfi] The latter clause is not added as an explanation for 
Greek readers (that should have been done at ver. 13), but 
" He was at Jerusalem durin,q the passover in the feast ( engaged 
in celebrating the feast);" thus the first ev is local, the second 
refers to time, and the third joins on with ~v. and expresses 

vening years, he gets the 46, thus omitting B.c. 20, the year in which the 
rebuilding began, and A.D. 28, the year of the passover named in our text. -
For the rest, it must be remembered (in opposition to Keim's doubts in his 
Ge,1Jch. J. I. p. 615) that the statement in the text does not necessarily oblige 
us to suppose an .;,.,.~oµ,,i"da, without any interruptions. The building ho.d 
been going on now for 46 years. 

1 John explains the saying so simply and definitely, that there is no room for 
the double meaning which Luthardt, Hengstenberg, o.nd others impo1t into it. 
With equal simplicity and definiteness cloes he represent the meaning given as 
that of J~us Himself (against Weizsacker, p. 266). In like manner vii. 38, 
xii. 32, xxi. 19. In none of these passages is o.ny distinction drawn between 
the sense given and the meaning intendGd by Jesus Himself. 
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the su1Toundings, that in which a person is engnged (rersari 
in alig_ua re). See, concerning elvai ev here, Bernharcly, p. 
210; Ast, Lex. Plat. I. 623.-0ewpovvH<;, ,c.r.X.J while they 
beheld His miracles, etc. On athov, comp. IAJc1wg. 28: mum 

eµov e0Ewp~uare, and Ki.ihner, § 528, ad Xen. Mem. i. 1. 11. 
Euthymius Zigahenus rightly says : e,ce'ivoi ,ya,p a,cpi{3foTEpov 

hdurevov, DUO£ µ17 oia ra. <r7Jµe'ia µovov, aXXa. Kai, 0£(), rhv OtOau

KaXlav aurov f'Tr{urevov. Their faith in His name (as that of 
the Messiah) did not yet amount to any decision of their inner 
life for ,Jesus, but was only an opinion, produced by the sight 
of His miracles, that He was the Messiah; comp. viii. 30, vi. 
26. Luther calls it" milk faith." Comp. Matt. xiii. 20. On 
Ta, <r7Jµe'ia, comp. iii. 2. None of the miracles of this period 
has been recorded; xx. 30, comp. iv. 45. Consequently, not 
only the Synoptics, but John also speaks summarily of rnulti
tudes of miracles, without relating any of them individually 
( against Schleiermacher, L. J. p. 201 ). 

Vv. 24, 25. Aura,; Oe, IC.r.X.J But He on His part, though 
they on their part, on account of His miracles, believed on 
Him. - ovK E'TrL<rT. fovrov] an intentional antithesis to the 
preceding f.7rL<TT. el,; TO l5voµa avrov. Observe the emphatic 
Eavrov: it must not be taken as meaning " He kept back His 
doctrine from them" (Chrysostom, Kuinoel, and many), or "His 
work" (Ebrard); hut He did not trust Himself, i.e. His own 
person, to them; He refrained from any closer personal inter
course with them. Without any such reserve on His part, 
rather with confident self-surrender, had He given Himself to 
His intimate Galilean friends. Towards the Jews in Jerusalem, 
on whom, from His knowledge of the human heart, He could 
not bestow this self-devotion, because there were wanting in 
them the inward moral conditions necessary thereto, His bear
ing was more strange and distant. Observe the imperfccts 

' I d ' ' ~ ' ' , ' , , ] €7rt<rrevEV an €,YllJCt)(]'Kf. - via TO avTOV ,YlVW<TK. 7raVT. 

O/!Cause J[,,, Himself (as in the following aura,;) knew all men, 
universal. Respecting none did His personal knowledge fail Him 
with regard to the state of his moral feeling.-· ,ea~ on, K.T.X.] 
negative expression of the same thought in the popular form 
of a still fiirthcr reason. - i'va] not instead of the infinitiYe 
construction (Matt. iii. 14 al.), but the ohject of the ueed is 
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conceived of in the form of a purpose which the person need-' 
ing guidance entertains. Comp. xvi. 30; 1 John ii. 27. -
r.Epi Tou av0p.] does not apply to Jesus Himself(" concerr..
ing Him as man," Ewald), but concerning any man with whom 
He had at any time to do. See Bernhardy, p. 315; Winer, 
p. 109 [E. T. p. 143]. - a1h6r;J of Hi11iselj, i.e. avToot
OaKTo<;, N onnus. See Herm. ad Viger. p. 7 3 3; Kruger, A nab. 
ii. 3. 7 ; comp. Clementine Homil. iii. 13 : /1,7rf'lp<p ,Jrux17r; 
o<f>0a).,µ.,<jJ. - Tt ~v Ev T<tJ av0p.] the inward, though not out
wardly indicated capacity, character, disposition, and so on; 
To ,cpu1rTov Tov vour;, Origen. Comp. Nounus: 01Ta <ppEvo~ 
fvoo0Ev avi]p ElXEV a,,c17pv1CT<p /CE/CaAvµ.,µ.,Eva <f>apE"i 11't"(YJ<;, To 
this supernatural and immediate discernment, as possessed by 
Jesus, special prominence is often given by John. Comp. 
i. 49, 50, iv. 19, 29, vi. 61, 64, xi. 4, 15, xiii. 11, xvi. 19, 
xxi 1 7. It is the life expression of His divine essence (P& 
vii 10, cxxxix. 2; .Acts xv. 8), like the working of miracles. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Ver. 2. Instead of audv, the Elzevir has ,.l,v'Ii,6~::iv, in the facfl 
of decisive testimonies. The beginning of a new section and of 
a church lesRon. - Ver. 2. The position of Mva,ai immediately 
after rap (Lachm. Tisch.) is supported by preponderating testi
mony. - Ver. 5. For ,._ BFou Tisch. reads 'l"wv oiipavwv, upon 
ancient but yet inadequate testimony (N* Inst. Hippol. etc.). -
Ver. 13. o c:lv iv "· o~!'-] wanting in B. L. Th.~- 33. Eus. Naz. 
Origen; deleted by Tisch. But these mysterious words may 
easily have been regarded as objectionable or superfluous, be
cause not understood or misunderstood; and there was nothing 
to suggest. the addition of them. - Ver. 15. µ,~ udt-,i-.-a,, 
ai-.1.'] is deleted by Tisch. after B. L. Th. N, Min. Verss. :Fathers. 
Rightly so; it is an addition borrowed from ver. 16. - The 
readings E'II'' aur6v (Lachm.), fo.' a.ur,;; and EV aurcjj (Tisch.), have 
indeed less support than the received d • a i, r6 v, but this latter 
forced itself in as the most current form of expression, and .iv 
a~,rji is, following B. Tb. Codd. It., to be preferred, - Ver. 19. 
The order aiirwv -.rov'l)pa has preponderating evidence in its 
favour. - Ver. 25. The Elzevir has 'Ioulla,wv instead oi 'Iou
oafou, in the face of decisive testimony. 'l'he plural evidently 
was inserted mechanically. - Ver. 31 f. The second e,;;av:a 
'll'avTwv E6r1 has against it very weak testimony, viz. D.~- 1\1iu. 
and some Verss. and Fathers. But the following xa, (bracketed 
hy Lachru., deleted by Tisch.) is omitted not only by the sam~ 
testimonies, but also by B. L. Min. Copt. Pers., and must be 
regarded as an interpolation, the absence of which originally 
led more easily to the omission of e-.ravw 'lr. J. - Ver. 34. o Oe6, 

after ll,llw,m is wanting in B. C.* L. Tb. ~- Min. Ver. Brix. Cyr.; 
bracketed by Lachm., deleted by Tisch. A supplying of the 
subject, which seemed uncertain. 

Vv. 1, 2. Prominence is now giYen to a specially important 
narrative, connected by the oe which continues the discourse, 
-a narrative belonging to that first sojourn in Jerusalem,
viz. the conversation with Nicoclem11s, wherein Jesus more fully 

L 
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explains His person and work. No intimation is given of 
any inner connection with what precedes (Lucke : " now 
comes an instance of that higher knowledge possessed by 
Jesus;" De Wette, Lange, Hengstenberg: "an illustration of 
the entire statement in ii. 2 3-2 5;" Tholuck: "an instance of 
the beginnings of faith just named;" Luthardt: "from the 
people collectively, to whom Jesus bad addressed Himself, a 
transition is now made to His dealing with an individual;" 
Ewald : " Nicodemus appears desirous to make an exc,ption to 
the general standing aloof of men of weight in Jerusalem"). 
- av0poo,roc;] in its most ordinary use, simply equivalent to 
'TL<;; not "un exemplaire de ce type humain que Jesus con
naissait si bien" (Godet). It is quite independent of ii. 25, 
introducing a new narrative. - N i,c6o,,,µoc;, a frequent name 
as well among the Greeks (Demosth. 549. 23, and later 
writers) as among the Jews (C1~~ or 1ir.:i11~~, see Lightfoot and 
W etstein). We know nothing certain of this man beyond 
the statements concerning him in St. John (comp. vii. 50, 
xix. 39).1 The Nicodemus of the Talmud was also called 
Bunai, must have survived the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
was known under this latter name as a disciple of J,esus. See 
Delitzsch in the Zeitschr. f. Luther. Theol. 18 5 4, p. 6 43. The 
identity of the two is possible, but uncertain. The so-called 
Evan_gclium Nicodemi embraces, though in a doubtful form, 
two different treatises, viz. the Acta Pilati and the Descensus 
Christi ad infcros. See Tischendorf, Evang. Apocr. p. 2 0 3 ff. 
- apxwv] He was a member of the Sanhedrim, vii. 50; 

1 According to Baur, p. 173, he is a typical person, representing the believing 
and yet really unbelieving Judaism, just as the Samaritan woman (chap. iv.) 
represents believing heathendom; thus leaving it uncertain how for the narrative 
is to be ta.ken as fact. According to Strauss, the whole owes its origin to the 
reproach that Christianity made wa.y only among the common people (notwith
standing 1 Cor. i 26, 27). Weisse rejects a.t least the truth of the account, 
which De Wette designates "a poetical, free, and highly spiritualizcd repro
duction." See on the other hand 13riickner. According to Hilgenfeld, the 
whole conversation cannot be understood "unless we view it from the evange
list's standing-point;" according to which, we sec thnt the design is simply and 
solely to explain how Christianity essrntially distinguished itself from Judaism. 
According to Scholten, we ha.ve here set forth the power of Christianity triumph• 
ing over the slowness of heart and prejudices of the lcurncd,-this merely, with• 
out any historical basis of fa.et in the story. 
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Luke xxiii. 13, xxiv. 20. - He came to Jesus by night,1 
being still undecided, in order to avoid the suspicion and 
hostility of his colleagues. He was not a hypoc1·ite (as Koppe 
in Pott, Sylloge, IV. p. 31 ff., holds), who pretended to be simple 
in order to elicit from Jesus some ground of accusation ; a 
circumstance which, if true, John would not have failed to 
state, especially considering what he says of him in vii. 5 0 
and xix. 3 9: he was, on the contrary, though of a somewhat 
slow temperament, a man of honourable character, who, together 
with others (oroaµev, comp. vµac;, ver. 7), was in a general way 
convinced by the miracles of Jesus that He must be a divinely 
commissioned and divinely supported Teacher, and he there
fore sought, by a confidential interview, to determine more 
exactly his to that extent half-believing judgment, and especi
ally to find out whether Jesus perhaps was the very Messiah. 
His position as a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrim 
shows how strongly and honestly he must have felt this need. 
Comp. xii. 42. - For the entire section see Knapp, Scripta 
var. arg. I. 18 3; Fabricius, Commentat. Gott. 18 2 5; Scholl in 
Klaiber's St-udien, V. 1, p. 71; Jacobi in the Stud. u. Krit. 
1835, 1; Hengstenberg in the Evang. K. Z. 1860, 49; Stein
fass in the Meklenb. Zeitschr. 1864, p. 913. -That the dis
ciples, and John in particular, were with Jesus during the 
interview, has nothing against it (as De Wette and most others 
think), for Nicodemus came to Jesus by night only through 
fear of the Jews; and the vivid and peculiar features, with the 
harmonious characteristics of th~ narrative, even if touched 
up by the pen of John, confirm the supposition that he was a 
witness. If not, he must have received what he relates from 
the Lord Himself, as it impressed itself deeply and indelibly 
upon his recollection. As to the result of the interview, 
nothing historically to be relied upon has come down to us, 
simply because there was no immediate effect apparent in 
Nicodemus. But see vii. 50, xix. 39. - oT£ a.7ro 0eov 
EA~A. otoaa-Ka'A.oc;] that thou art come from God as teacher. 
The expression implies the thought of one divinely sent, but 
not the idea of the Logos (as Bretschneider holds).-rniha Ta 

1 A symbolical reference to "the still benighted mind" must not be attributed 
to this simple historical sta'temcnt (against Hengstenberg). 
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- J 1 t· 1 
• ·a ' .. • e ' u77µeia emp l:-t 1c, ,iacccc tanta s1gna. - e v µ17 r, o eo~ 

µeT' avTov] OTi 01!/C €~ ol,ce[a<; ovvaµec,:,<; TavTa 7T0t€£, cL\X' €/C 
T~<; Tov 0eov, Euthymius Zigabenus. From the miracles (ii. 
23) Nicodemus thus infers the assistance of God, and from 
this again that the worker of them is one sent from God. 

Ver. 3. In ver. 2 Nicodemus had only uttered the preface 
to what he had it in his mind to ask; the question itself was 
to have followed. But Jesus interrupts him, and gives him 
the answer by anticipation. This question, which was not (as 
Lange thinks, in contradiction of the procedure of Nicodemus 
on other occasions) kept back with remarkable prudence an<l 
caution, is to be inferred solely from the answer of Jesus; 
and it was accordingly no other than the general inquiry, 
"What must a man do in order to enter the Messiah's kingdom?" 
not the special one, " Is the baptism of John sufficient for 
this?" (Baeumlein), for there is no mention of John the 
Baptist in what follows; comp. rather Matt. xix. 16. The 
first is the question which the Lord reads in the heart of 
Nicodemus, and to which He gives an answer,-an answer in 
which He at once lays hold of the anxiety of the questioner 
in its deepest foundation, and overturns all Pharisaic, J udaistic, 
and merely human patchwork and pretence. To suppose that 
part of the conversation is here omitted. (Maldonatus, Kuinoel, 
and others), is as arbitrary as to refer the answer of Jesus to 
the words of Nicodemus. Such a reference must be rejected, 
because Jesus had not given him time to tell the purpose of 
his coming. We must not therefore assume, either that Jesus 
wished to lead him on from faith in His miracles to that faith 
which effects a moral transformation (Augustine, De Wette, 
comp. also Luthardt and Ebrard); or that "He wished to 
convince Nicodemus, who imagined he had made a great 
confession in his first words, that he had not yet so much 
as made his way into the porticoes of true knowledge" 
(Chrysostom); or that "Re wished to intimate that Re had 
not come merely as a Teacher, but in order to the moral 
renewal of the world" (Baumgarten Crusius, comp. already 
Cyril, and Theopbylact); or, "Videris tibi, 0 Nicodeme, videre 
aliq uod sign um apparentis jam regni coelorum in hisce mira.
culis, quae ego edo; amen dico tibi: neolo potest videre regnum 
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Dei, sicnt oportct, si non, etc." (Lightfoot, approved by Lticke, 
and substantially by Godet also). - eav µ~ Tt<; 7evv. ClVW• 

8 ev] except a man be born from abrroe, i.e. except a man be 
transformed by God into a new moral life. See on i. 13. 
What is here required answers to the p,€-ravoe'i-re, etc., with 
which Jesus usually began His preaching, Mark i. 15. &vw
Bev, the opposite of ,uhw0ev, may be taken with reference to 
place (here equivalent to €IC -rov ovpavov; comp. Xen. Mem. iv. 
3. 14; Symp. vi. 7; Thuc. iv. 75. 3; Soph. El. 1047; Eur. 
Cycl. 322; Baruch vi. 63; James i. 17, iii. 15), or with 
reference to time (equivalent to €~ apx-i}s-); Chrysostom gives 
both renderings. The latter is the ordinary interpretation
Syriac, Augustine, Vulgate, Nonnus, Luther, Castalio, Calvin, 
Beza, Maldonatus, etc. (so likewise Tholuck, Olshausen, 
Neander, and substantially Luthardt, Hengstenberg, Godet)
because Nicodemus himself (ver. 4) thns understood it. Ac
cordingly, &vw0ev would be equivalent to iterum, again, anew, 
as Grimm (on Wisd. xix. 6) also thinks. But this is already 
unjustifiable upon linguistic grounds, because avw0€v when 
used of time does not signify iterum or denuo, but thr011_qhout, 
from the beginning onwa1·ds1 (and so Ewald and Weiss interpret 
it), Luke i. 3; Acts xxvi. 5; Gal. iv. 9; Wisd. xix. 6; Dern. 
539, 22. 1082, 7. 13; Plat. Phil. 44 D; and, couformably 
with J ohannean usage, the only right rendering is the local, 
not only linguistically (ver. 31, xix. 11, 23), but, considering 
the manner of representation, because John apprehends regene
ration, not according to the element of repetition, a being born 

1 This, and not "again from the bPginning," as Hofmann (Schriftbeweis, II. 
11) arbitrarily renders it, is the meaning of !J.,.,fo. It is self-evident that the 
conception from the beginning does not harmonize with that of being born. 
Nor, indeed, would" again from the beginning," but simply" again," be appro
priate. Again from the beginning would be .,-,;.:>,.,. G.,.,fo, as in Wisd. xix. 6; 
Gal. iv. 9. The passage, moreover, from Josephus, Ante. i. 18. 3, which 
Hofmann and Godet (following Krebs and others) quote as sanctioning their 
rendering, is inconclusive. For there we read ,,:>-:a, G.,.,/., ..-011,-,-a, : "he makes 
friendship from the beginning onwards," not implying the continuance of a 
friendship before unused, nor an entering again upon it. Artemidorus also, 
Oneirocr. i. 14, p. 18 (cited by Tholuck after Wetstein), where mention is made 
of e. dream of 11 corporeal birth, uses !J.,.,fo in the sense not of again, but a9 
equivalent to coelit11s with the idea. of a divine agency in the dream (Herm. 
Gottead . .t1lterth. § 37. 7. 19). 
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again, but as a divine birth, a being born of God,· see i. 13; 
1 John ii. 2 9, iii. 9, iv. 7, v. 1. The representation of it as 
a repeated, a renewed birth is Panline (Tit. iii. 5, comp. Rom. 
xii. 2; Gal. vi. 15; Eph. iv. 23, 24; Col. iii. 9) and Petrine 
(1 Pet. iii. 23). "Avw0e:v, therefore, is rightly taken as 
equivalent to e,c 01:ou by Origcn, Gothic Vers. (rnpatkro), Cyril, 
Theophylact, Arethas, Bengel, etc.; also Lucke, B. Crusius, 
Maier, De W ette, Baur, Lange, Hilgenfeld, Baeumlein, W eiz
sacker (who, however, adopts a double sense), Steinfass. -
lo 1: 'iv J i.e. as a partaker thereof. Comp. fl<Te'A.01:'iv, ver. 5, and 
see ver. 3 6, also ioe:'iv 0avaTov (Luke ii. 2 6 ; He b. xi. 5), 
oia<f,0opav (Acts ii 2 7), ~µ,I.par; arya0as (1 Pet. iii. 10), 1rev0or; 
(Rev. xviii. 7). From the classics, see Jacobs ad Del. epigr. 
p. 387 ff.; Ellendt, Lex. Soph. II. 343. Not therefore: 
"simply to see, to say nothing of entering,'' Lange; comp. 
Ewald on ver. 5. It is to be observed that the expression 
/3a<T, Tou 01:ou does not occur in John, save here and in ver. 5 ;1 
and this is a proof of the acclll'acy with which he has recorded 
this weighty utterance of the Lord in its original shape. 
In xviii. 3 6 Christ, on an extraordinary occasion, speaks of 
His kingdom. The conception of" the kingdom" in John does 
not differ from its meaning elsewhere in the N. T. (see on 
Matt. iii 2). Moreover, the necessary correlative thereto, the 
Parousia, is not wanting in John (see on xiv. 3). 

Ver. 4. The question does not mean : "If the repetition of 
a corporeal birth is so utterly impossible, how am I to under
stand thy word, J11"'01:11 ,YEVll'TJ0~vai ? " (Lucke); nor: " How can 
this l1,v"'0EV ,ye:vv. take place, save by a second corporeal birth?" 
as if Nicodemus could not conceive of the beginning of a 
new personal life without a recommencement of natural life 
(Luthardt, comp. Hofmann); nor: " How comes it that a Jew 
must be born anew like a proselyte?" (Knapp, Neander, comp. 
Wetstein; for the Rabbins liken proselytes to new-born babes, 
Jevamotk, f. 62. 1; 92. 1); nor again: "This requirement is 
as impossible in the case of a man already old as for one to 
enter again, etc." (Schweizer, B. Crusius, Tholuck, comp. 
Baumgarten and Hengstenberg). These meanings are not in 

1 The expression, moreover, p11,,,, ,r;;, oup11,,~, (comp. the Critical Notes) i.3 
11ot found iJl J ohu. 



CHAP. III. 4. 167 

the words, they are simply i1nported into them. But the opinion 
that Nicodemus here wished to "entangle Jesus in His word.s" 
(Luther), or that, under excited feelings, he intentionally took 
the requirement in a literal sense in order to reduce it ad 
absurdum (Riggenbach), or "by a stroke of Rabbinical clever
ness in argumentation" to declare it to be too strongly pnt 
(Lange, Life of Jesu,,s p. 495), is opposed to the honourable 
bearing of this straightforward man. According to the text, 
what Nicodemus really asks is something preposterous. And this 
is of such a nature, that it is only reconcilable with the even 
scanty culture of a Jewish theologian (ver. 10), who could 
not, however, be ignorant of the 0. T. ideas of circumcision of 
heart (Deut. xxx. 6; Jer. iv. 4), of a new heart and a new 
spirit (Ex. xL 19, 20, xxxvi. 26, 27; Ps. li. 12, lxxxvi. 4 ff.), 
as well as of the outpouring of the Spirit in the time of the 
Messiah (Joel iL; Jer. xxxi.), upon the assumption that, being 
a somewhat narrow-minded man, and somewhat entangled by 
his faith in the miracles, he was taken aback, confused and 
really perplexed, partly by the powerful impression which Jesus 
produced upon him generally, partly by the feeling of surprise 
at seeing his thoughts known to Him, partly by the unex
pected and incomprehensible a11000e11 ,yi;1111"181J11ai, in which, 
however, he has an anticipation that something miraculous is 
contained. In this his perplexity, and not "in an ironical 
humour" (as Godet thinks, although out of keeping with the 
entire manifestation), he asks this foolish question, as if Jesus 
had spoken of a corporeal birth and not of a birth of one's 
moral personality. Still less can there be any suspicion of 
this question being an invention, as if John merely wished to 
represent Nicodemus as a very foolish man (Strauss; comp. De 
Wette and Reuss),-a notion which, even on the supposition 
of a desire to spin out the conversation by misapprehensions 
on the part of the hearers, would be too clumsy to be enter
tained. - ,YEpoo11 ~11] when he is an old rnan; Nicodemus 
added this to represent the impossibility with reference to him
self in a stronger light. - oevTEpov] with reference to being 
for a time in the mother's womb bejore birth. He did not 
take the avoo0i;v to mean OEvTEpov, he simply did not iinder

stand it at all. 
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Ver. 5. Jesus no,v explains more folly the av(JJ0w 'Y'=VV'TJ• 
BFjvat onwards to ver. 8. - €~ vOaTo, "· ?TVEvµ,aTo,] wiiter, 
inasmuch as the man is baptizcd therewith (1 John v. 7, 8; 
Eph. v. 2 6) for the forgiveness of sins ( Acts ii. 3 3, xxii. 16 ; 
2 Cor. vi. 11), and spirit, inasmuch as the Holy Ghost is 
giYen to the person baptized in order to his spiritual renewal 
and sanctification; both togcthcr1-the former as causa medians, 
the latter as causa ejficiens-constitute the objective and 
causative element, out of which (comp. i. 13) the birth from 
above is produced (J,c), and therefore baptism is the Xov,-pov 
-,.aXtryryweuia, (Tit. iii. 5; comp. Tertullian c. Marc. i. 2 8). 
nut that Christian baptism (ver. 22, iv. 2), and not that of 
John (B. Crusius ; Hofmann, Schriftbeweis, II. 2. 12; Lange, 
who, however, generalizes ideally; and earlier comm.), is to be 
thought of in vOaTO,, is clear from the "· ?TVEuµ,aTo, joined 
with it, and from the fact that He who had already appeared 
n,s Messiah could no longer make the baptism of His fore
runner the condition, not even the preparatory condition, of 
His Messianic grace ; for in that case He must have said 011" 
€~ vOaTO, µ,ovov, a.A.A.It ,ea{. If Nicodemus was not yet able to 
understand voaTO, as having this definite reference, but simply 
took the word in general as a symbolical designation of 
Messianic expiation of sin and of purification, according to 
0. T. allusions (Ezek x.xxvi. 2 5; Isa. i. 16; Mal. iii. 3; Zech. 
xiii 1; Jer. xxxiii. 8), and to what he knew of John's baptism, 
still it remained for him to look to the immediate future for 
more definite knowledge, when the true explanation could not 
escape him (iv. 2, iii. 22). We are not therefore to conclude 
from this reference to baptism, that the narrative is "a pro
leptic .fiction" (Strauss, Bruno Bauer), and, besides Matt. xviii. 3, 
to suppose in Justin and the Clementines uncanonical develop
ments (Hilgenfeld and others; see Introduction,§ 2). Neither 
must we explain it as if Jesus were referring Nicodemus not 
to baptism as such, but only by way of allusion to the symbolic 

1 Weisse, who docs not regard the rite of baptism by water as hnving origi
nated in the institution of Christ, but considers that it arose from a misappli
cation of His words concerning the baptism of the Spirit, greatly errs when he 
declares that to make regeneration depend upon baptism by water "is liU~ 
better than blaapherny" (Ecangelienfrage, p. 194). 
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import of the water in baptism (Li.i.cke; Neander, p. 910). 
This latter view does not satisfy the definite ,yev1n10f, EE, upon 
which, on the other side, Theodore of Mopsuestia and others, 
in modem times Olshausen in particular, lay undue stress, 
taking the water to be the female principle in regeneration 
(the Spirit as the male)-water being, according to Olshausen, 
"the element of the soul purified by true repentance." All 
explanations, moreover, must be rejected which, in order to do 
away with the reference to baptism,1 adopt the principle of an 
iv out ovo'iv, for water and Spirit are two quite separate con
ceptions. This is especially in answer to Calvin, who says: 
" of water, which is the Spirit," and Grotius : "spirit1is aq1ie1is, 
i.e. aquae instar emundans." It is further to be observed, (1) 
that both the words being without the article, they must be 
taken gene1·ically, so far as the water of baptism and the Holy 
8pirit are included in the general categories of water and 
Spirit; not till we reach ver. 6 is the concrete term used ;-(2) 
that i5oaTo, is put first, because the gift of the Spirit as a rule 
(Acts ii. 3 8) followed upon baptism (Acts x. 4 7 is an excep
tional case) ;-(3) that believing in Jesus as the Messiah is 
presupposed as the condition of baptism (Mark xvi. 16) ;-( 4) 
that the necessity of baptism in order to participation in the 
Messianic kingdom (a doctrine against which Calvin in par
ticular, and other expositors of the Reformed Church, contend) 
has certainly its basis in this passage, but with reference to 
the convert to Christianity, and not extending in the same 
way to the children of Christians, for these by virtue of their 
Christian parentage are already a,yioi (see on 1 CO'l'. vii. 14). 
Attempts to explain away this necessity-e.g. by the com
parative rendering : "not only by water, bid also by the 
Spirit" (B. Crusius ; comp. Schweizer, who refers to the 
baptism of proselytes, and Ewald)-are meanings irnportcd 
into the words. 

Ver. 6. A more minute antithetic definition of this birth, 
in order further to elucidate it. -We have not in what 
follows two originally different classes of persons designated 

1 Kmmmncher, recently, in the Stud. u. Kril. 1859, l'· 509, understnncts by 
1he wnter the working of the Holy Spirit. How unteuable ! for the Spirit i11 
nnmcd as a distinct factor side by side with water. 
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(Hilgenfeld), for the new birth is needed by all (see ver. 7 
comp. also Weiss, Lehrbcgi·ijf, p. 128), but two different and 
successive epochs of life. - 'TO ,Y€,Yt:Vv71µ,.] neiitcr, though 
designating persons, to give prominence to the statement as 
general and categorical. See Winer, p. 16 7 [E. T. p. 2 2 2].
h 7'1)', a-apKo<;] The a-apE is that human nature, consisting of 
body and soul, which is alien and hostile to the divine, influ
enced morally by impulses springing from the power of sin, 
whose seat it is, living and operating with the principle of 
sensible life, the fux1- See on Rom. iv. 1. " What is born 
of human nature thus sinju,lly constituted (and, therefore, not 
in the way of spiritual birth from God), is a being of the same 
si7ifully conditioned nature,1 without the higher spiritual moral 
life which springs only from the working of the divine Spirit. 
Comp. i 12, 13. Destitute of this divine working, man is 
merely a-apKtKO',, tuxuco<; (1 Cor. ii. 14), '1r€7rpaµ,fvo<; V'TrO 'T~V 

aµ,ap'Tla,v (Rom. vii. 14), and, despite his natural moral con
sciousness and will in the vov<;, is wholly under the sway of 
the sinful power that is in the a-apE (Rom. vii. 14-25). The 
a-apt as the moral antithesis of the 'TT'Vfvµ,a, stands in the 
same relation to the human 7i11Evµ,a with the vov<;, as the 
prevailingly sinful and morally powerless life of our lower 
nature does to the higher moral principle of life (Matt. xxvi. 
41) with the will converted to God; while it stands in the 
same relation to the divine 'TT'Vfvµ,a, as that which is determi
nately opposed to God stands to that which determines the 
new life in obedience to God (Rom. viii. 1-3). In both 
relations, a-apE and 1rvevµ.a are antitheses to each other, Matt. 
xxvi. 41; Gal. v. 1 7 ff.; accordingly in the unregenerate we 
have the lucta carnis et MENTIS (Rom. vii. 14 ff.), in the 
regenerate we have the lucta carnis et SPIIlITUS (Gal. v. 1 7). 
- i,c 'TOV 1rv€VJJ,aTo,;] that which is bom qf the Spirit, i.e. 
that whose moral nature and life have proceeded from the 

1 The sinful constitution of the .-dp; in itself implies the necessity of a being 
born of the Spirit (vv. 3, 7); comp. 1 John ii. 16. The above exposition cannot 
therefore be considered as attributing to John a Pauline view which is strange 
to him. This is in answer to Weiss, according to whom Jesus here merely says, 
"as the corporeal birth only produces the corporeal sensual part." Similarly 
J. Mi.iller on Sin, vol. I. p. 449, II. 382. See on the other hand, Lutlmnlt, 
fl.jreien Willen, p. 393, 
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operation of the Holy Spirit,1 is a being of a spiritual nature, 
free from the dominion of the uapg, and entirely filled and 
governed by a spiritual principle, namely by the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. viii. 2 ff.), walking Jv tcatvoT'TJTt r.vevµ,a,Tor; (Rom. vii. 
6). - The general nature of the statement forbids its limita
tion to the Jews as descendants of Abraham according to the 
flesh (Kuinoel and others), but they are of course included in 
the general declaration; comp. ver. 7, vµar;. - In the apodoses 
the substantives ucipg and 7Tvevµa represent, though with 
stronger emphasis (comp. vi. 63, xi. 25, xii. 50; 1 John iv. 8; 
Rom. viii. 10), the adjectives uaptcttco<; and 7TVfVµaTttca<;, and 
are to be taken qualitatively. 

Vv. 7, 8. To allay still more the astonishment of Nico
demus (ver. 4) at the requirement of ver. 3, Jesus subjoins 
an analogy drawn from nature, illustrating the operation of 
the Holy Spirit of which He is speaking. The man is seized 
by the humanly indefinable Spirit, but knows not whence He 
cometh to him, and whither He leadeth him. - vµa,;] in
dividualizing the general statement: "te et eos, quornm nomine 
locntus e,s," Bengel. Jesus could not have expressed Himself 
in the first person. -To 7Tvevµa] This, as is evident from 
7Tve'i, means the wind (Gen. viii. 1; Job xxx. 15; Wisd. xiii. 
2; Heb. i. 7; often in the classics), not the Spirit (Steinfass). 
It is the double sense of the word (comp. l}~i) which gave 
rise to this very analogy from natlll'e. For a similar com
parison, but between the human soul, so far as it participates 
in the divine nature, and the well-known but inexplicable 
agency of wind, see, e.g., Xen. Mem. 4. 3. 14. Comp. also 
Eccles. xi. 5; Ps. cxxxv. 7. On the expression To 7Tvevµa 7Tve'i, 
see Lobeck, Paral. 503. - o7Tov OeXet] The wind blowing 
now here, now there, is personified as a free agent, in keeping 
with the comparison of the personal Holy Spirit (1 Cor. xii. 
2).2

- '1Tov] with a verb of motion. Comp. Hom. Il. 13. 219; 
Soph. Track. 40: /CE£VO<; o' 07TOV /3e/3'T}tcEV, otiods oioe; and see 

l The ;,. .-o'ii lna:.-o;, implying the ;,. ,,..'ii ,r,iuµ,a:-ros (after ver. 5), nnd the mean
ing of which is clear in itself, is not repeated by Jesus, because His aim now 
is simply to let the contrast between the 0'11.p; and the ,,,.,.'iiµ,a: stand out clearly. 

2 Concerning the personality of the Holy Spirit as taught in John, see espe
c.iiilly xiv.-xvi 
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Lobeck ad Phi·yn. 45; Miitzn. ad Antiph. 169, § 8. Express
ing by anticipation the state of rest following upon the move
ment. Often in the N. T. as in John (vii. ~5, viii. 14, xii. 
35) and Heb. xi. 8. - ovTru~ E0-7'£ 'TT'a~, K.T.X.J A popular 
and concrete mode of expression (Matt. xiii. 19, etc.): so is it, 
i.e. with reference experimentally to the course of his higher 
birth, with eve1·y one who has been born (perfect) of the Spirit. 
The points of resemblance summed up in the ovTw~ are: (1) 
the free sclf-detei·mining action of the Holy Spirit (o7rov 8tA.Et, 

comp. 1 Cor. xii. 11; John v. 21 ), not merely the greatness 
ot this power, Tholuck ; (2) the felt experience of His opera
tions by the subject of them (T~v <pwv~v avTov aK.); and (3) 
yet their incomprehensibleness as to their origin and their end 
(a>..X' ov,c oloa~, K.T.X.), the latter pert.aining to the moral 
sphere and reaching unto eternal life, the former proceeding 
from God, and requiring, in order to understand it, the previ
ously experienced workings of divine grace, and faith ensuing 
thereupon. The man feels the working of grace within, 
coming to him as a birth from above, but he knows not 
whence it comes; he feels its attraction, but he knows not 
whither it leads. These several elements in the delineation 
are so distinctly indicated by Jesus, that we cannot be satis
fied with the mere general point of incomprehensibleness in the 
comparison (Hengstenberg), upon the basis of Eccles. xi 5. 

Vv. 9, 10. The entire natlll'e of this birth from above 
(TavTa) is still a puzzle to Nicodemus as regarded its pos
sibility (the emphasis being on ovvaTat); and we can easily 
understand bow it should be so to a learned Pharisee bound 
to the mere form and letter. He asks the question in this 
state of ignorance (haesitantis est, Grotius), not in pride 
(Olshausen). Still, as one acquainted with the Scriptures, he 
mu;ht and ought to have recognised the possibility; for the 
power of the divine Spirit, the need of renewal in heRrt and 
mind, and the fact that this renewal is a divine work, are often 
mentioned in the 0. T. Jesus therefore might well ask in 
wonder: Art thou the teacher, etc. ? The article o oioau,c. and 
the Tov 'Iup. following designate the man not merely in an 
~fficial capacity (Ewald), which would not mark him out in
ditidually from others, but as the well-known and acknowledged 
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teacher of the people. See Bernhardy, p. 315; Winer, p. 11 O 
[E. T. p. 143]. Hengstenberg puts it too strongly: "the coll
crete embodiment of the ideal teacher of Israel;" comp. Godet. 
But Nicodemus must have held a position of influence as a 
teacher quite inconsistent with this proved ignorance; there 
is in the article a touch of irony, as in the question a certain 
degree of indignation (Nagelsbach on the Iliad, ed. 3, p. 
424). 

Ver. 11. Jesus now discloses to the henceforth silent 
Nicodemus, in growing excitement of feeling, the source oi' 
his ignorance, namely, his unbelief in what He testifies, and 
which yet is derived from His own knowledge and intuition. 
-The plurals oioaµev, etc., are, as is clear from the singulars 
immediately following in ver. 12, simply rhetorical (plurals of 
category; see Sauppe and Kuhner ad Xen. Mem. l. 2. 46), 
and refer only to Jesus Himself. Comp. iv. 38, and its 
frequent use by St. Paul when he speaks of himself in the 
plural. To include the disciples (Hengstenberg, Godet), or to 
explain them as refering to general Christian consciousness as con
trasted with the Jewish (Hilgenfeld), would be quite inappro
priate to what has been stated (see especially o ewpa."· µapT.). 
To understand them as including John the Baptist (Knapp, Hof
mann, Luthardt, Weizsacker, Weiss, Steinfass), or him along 
with the p1·ophets (Luther, Beza, Calvin, Tholuck), or even Goel 
(Chrysostom, Euthymius Zigabenus, Rupertus, Calovius, etc.), 
or the Holy Ghost (Bengel), is quite arbitrary, and without a 
trace of support in the text, nay, on account of the iwpa.K., 
opposed to it, for the Baptist especially did not by i. 34 
occupy the same stage of ewpaKivai with Christ. It is, more
over, quite against the context when B. Crnsius says: "men 

generally are the subject of the verbs or8aµev and JwpaK.," so 
that human things-what one sees and knows (Ta J7r{,ytta, ver. 
12)-are meant. - Observe the gradual ascent in the parallel
ism, in which JwpaKaµev does not refer to the knowledge 
attained in this earthly life (Weizsiicker), but to the vision of 
God enjoyed by Christ in His pre-existent state. Comp. ver. 
32, i. 18, vi. 46, viii. 38, xvii. 5.-ov l\.aµ,,8a.veTE] ye 
Jews : comp. Tov 'I upaif'A., ver. 10; and for the fact itself, i. 11, 
12. The reproach, like the ov muTfvETE of ver. 12, refers to 
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the nation as a whole, with a reference also to Nicodemus 
himself. To render this as a question (Ewald) only weakens 
the tragic relation of the second half of the verse to the 
first. 

Ver. 12. How grievous the prospect which your unbelief 
regarding the instructions I have already given opens up as to 
the future! - Tit e,r lryeia] what i.s on earth, things which take 
place on earth (uot in heaven). We must strictly adhere to 
this meaning of the word in this as in all other passages 
(1 Cor. xv. 40; 2 Cor. v. 1; Phil. ii 10, iii. 19; Jas. iii. 
15. Comp. Wisd. ix. 16, and Grimm, Handbuch, p. 189). 
To the category of these earthly things belonged also the birth 
from above (against Baeumlein), because, though brought 
about by a power from heaven, it i.s accomplished on earth; 
and because, proceeding in repentance and faith, it is a change 
taking place on earth within the earthly realm of our moral 
life; and because it is historically certain that Christ every
where began His work with this very preaching of µm1,11ata. 
The Lord has in His mind not only the doctrine of regenera
tion just declared to Nicodemus, but, as the plural shows, all 
which thus far He had taught the Jews (e'i,ro11 vµi11); and this 
had been hitherto only e,r{rye:ta, and not e,ravpavta, of which 
He still designs to speak.1 It is therefore wrong to refer the 
expression to the comparison of the wind (Beza) or of corporeal 
birth (Grotius), as prefiguring higher doctrine; for the relation 
to the faith spoken of did not lie in these symbols, but in the 
truths they symbolized. The meaning of the words is quite 
altered, moreover, if we change the word e,r/,ye:ia into "human 
and rnoral" (B.Crusius), or take it as meaning only what is stated 
in the immediate context (Li.icke), or, with De Wette, make the 
point of difference to be nothing more than the antithesis be
tween man's susceptibility of regeneration as a work within him 
and his susceptibility of merely believing. - The counterpart 
of the e,r{,ye:ia are the e,ravpavia, of which Jesus intends to 

1 , r,.. •, is dixi, not dixerunt, as Ewald thinks, who regarus the ancients in 
the 0. T. as the subject, and upon too feeble evidence reads ;,..,.,.,., • .,,..,., instead 
of "'~.,.,6,n This new subject must have been expressed, and an ;,_.; should 
have stood over against it in the apodosis. Comp. Matt. v. 21, 22. The earthly 
might be appropriate to the law (follow::ig CoL ii 17; Heb. ix. 5, x. 1), but 
not to the prophets. 
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speak to them in future, things which are in heaven (so in a.11 
places, Matt. xviii. 35; 1 Cor. xv. 40, 48, 49; Eph. i. 3; 
Phil. ii. 10, etc.). To this category belong especially the 
Messianic mysteries, i.e. the divine decrees for man's redemption 
and final blessedness. These are J7rovpavia, because they have 
their foundation (Wisd. ix. 16, 17) in the divine will, though 
their realization commences in the present aiwv, through the 
entire work, and in particular through the death of Jesus and 
the faith of mankind ; but while still unaccomplished, belongs 
to the divine counsel, and shall be first consummated and fully 
revealed in the kingdom of the Messiah by the exalted Christ, 
when the '"'~ aiwvior; will reveal itself at the goal of perfection 
(Col. iii. 4), and "it will appear what we shall be." To the 
e7rovpav{oir;, therefore, does not first belong what is to be said 
of His exaltation, Matt. xxvi. 64 (Steinfass); but that very 
statement, and indeed as the first and main thing, which Jesus 
immediately after delivers in ver. 14 ff., where the heavenly 
element, i.e. what is in the counsels of God (vv. 15, 16), is clearly 
contained. According to the connection, it is to be inferred that 
what is heavenly is difficult to be understood; but this difficulty 
has nothing to do with the word itself, as Lucke holds. 

Ver. 13. "And no other than I can reveal to you heavenly 
things." This is what Jesus means, if we rightly take His 
words, not an assertion of His divinity as the first of the 
heavenly things (Hengstenberg), which would make the nega
tive form of expression quite inexplicable. Comp. i. 18, vi. 46. 
-The ,ca,~ is simply continuative in its force, not antithetic 
(Knapp, Olshausen), nor fitrnishing a basis, or explanatory of 
the 1notive (Beza, Tholuck; Lucke, Lange). - ovodr; ava/3E
/31JtcEv, tc.T.A.] which, on account of the perfect tense, obviously 
cannot refer to the actual ascension of Christ 1 (against Augus
tine, Beda, Theophylact, Rupertus, Calovius, Bengel, etc.); nor 
does it give any support to the unscriptural raptus in coelum 
of the Socinians (see Oeder ad Catech. Racov. p. 348 ff.); nor 
is it to be explained by the unio hypostatica of Christ's human 
nature with the divine, by virtue of which the former may be 

1 So also Weizsacker, who assumes that we have here an experience belonging 
to the apostolic age, carried back and placed in the mouth of Christ. An o.na
cluonism which would. amouut to literary carelessness. 
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s~id to have entered into heaven (Calovius, Maldonatus, S"tein
fass, and others). It is usually understood in a figurative 
sense, as meaning a spiritual elevation of the soul to God in 
order to knowledge of divine things, a coming to the per
ception of divine mysteries, which thus were brought down, 
as it were, by Christ from heaven (see of late especially 
Beyschlag); to support which, reference is made to Deut. 
xxx. 12, Prov. xxx. 4, Baruch iii. 29, Rom. x. G, 7. But 
this is incorrect, because Christ brought along with Him 
out of His pre-existent state His immediate knowledge of 
divine things (ver. 11, i. 18, viii. 26, al.), and pos
sesses it in uninterrupted fellowship with the Father; 
consequently the figurative method of representation, that 
during His earthly life He brought down this knowledge 
through having been raised up into heaven, would be inappro
priate and strange. ·o EiC TOV oup. /CaTa/3. also must be taken 
literally, of an actual descent; and there is therefore nothing 
in the context to warrant our taking ava/3. El~ T. oup. sym
bolically. Hengstenberg rightly renders the words literally, 
lmt at the end of the verse he would complete the sense by 
adding, " wlw will ascend up into heaven." Th_is in itself is 
arbitrary, and not at all what we should look for in John; it 
is not in keeping with the connection, and would certainly 
not have been understood as a matter of course by a person 
like Nicodemus, though it were the point of the declaration : 
consequently it could not fitly be suppressed, and least of all as 
a saying concerning the future. Godet does not get beyond 
the explanation of essential communion with God on the part 
of Jesus froni the ti11ie of His birth. The only rendering true 
to the words is simply this: Instead of saying, "No one has 
been in heaven except," etc., Jesus says, as this could only 
have happened to any other by his ascending thither, "No 
one has ascended into heaven except," etc.; and thus the El µ~ 
refers to an actual existince in heaven, which is implied in the 
ava/3i/3TJICEV. And thus Jansenius rightly renders: Nullus 
hominum in coelo fuit, quad ascendendo :fieri solet, ut ibi 
coelestia contemplaretur, nisi, etc. ; and of late Fritzsche the 
elder in his Novis opusc. p. 2 3 0; and now also Tholuck, and 
likewise Holtzmann in Hilgenfield's Zeitschr. 1865, p. 222. 
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-oh Tou ovp. ,i:arn,8a,;J which took place by means of the 
incarnation. These words, like o tJv ev T. ovp., are argnmenta
tive, for they necessarily imply the fact of existence in heaven; 
but o tJv, which must be taken as an attributive definition of o 
ulo,; T. av0p., and not as belonging to KaTa/3d.r;, and therefore 
taking the article, cannot be equivalent to as- ~v (Luthardt; 
Hofmman, I. 134; ·weiss, etc.), as if 1r0Te, To 1rp0Tepov or the 
like were there, but is equivalent to o" e<Tn, whose existence is 
in heaven, who has there His proper abode, His home.1- o 
uios- Tov av0p.J a Messianic designation which Christ applies 
to Himself, in harmony with the fulfilment of the prophetie 
representation in Dan. vii. 13, which began with the KaTa/3as

(comp. on i. 52). Nicodemus could understand this only by 
means of a fuller development of faith and knowledge. 

Note.-According to Beyschlag, p. 99 ff., tllis verse is utterly 
opposed to the derivation of Christ's higher knowledge from the 
recollection of a pre-existent life in heaven. But we must bear 
in mind, (1) that the notion of an ascent to God to attain a 
knowledge of His mysteries (which Beyschlag considers the only 
right explanation) never occurs in the N. T. with reference to 
Jesus-a circumstance which would surprise us, especially in 
John, if it had been declared by Jesus Himself. But it was 
not declared by Him, because He has it not, but knows His 
knowledge to be the gin of His Father which accompanied 
Him in His mission (x. 36). (2) He could not have claimed 
snch an ascent to heaven for Himself alone, for a like ascent, 
though not in equal degree, must belong to other men of God. 
He must, therefore, at least have expressed Himself compara
tively: ouoel, ou,w; avaf3e/31pm i. -r. oup. w, a, x.,.A.. Even the 
chmch now sings: 

"Rise, rise, my sou1, and stretch Thy wing& 
Towards heaven, Thy n11.tive place." 

But something distinct and more than this was the case with 
Christ, viz. as to the past, that He had His existence in 
heaven, and had come down therefrom; and as to His earthly 
presence, that He is in heaven. 

1 N onnus: rltt,,.eptu,,., f,1,!J..d.#p"fl ,,,.a,,,.p,o, oi-leit lx"''·- IX. 25 is similar: -ruq>).J; 

,.:;, : blind from one's birth. Schleiermacher refers the coming down from heaven 
to the conception of His n1ission, and the being in heaven to the continuity qj 
His God-consciowmess. See e.g. his Leben Jesu, p. 287 If. 

M 
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Vv. 14, 15. Jesus, l1aving in ver. 13 stated the ground of 
faith in Him, now proceeds to show the blessedness of the 
believer-which was the design of His redemptive work-in 
order the more to incite those whom He is addressing to fulfil 
the fnnclamental condition, contained in faith, of participating 
in His kingdom. That this is the logical advance in the 
discourse, is clear from the fact that in what follows it is 
the blessedness of faith which is dwelt upon; see vv. 15, 16, 
18. We have not here a transition from the possibility to the 
necessity of communicating heavenly things, ver. 13 (Lucke); 
nor from the ideal unveilings of divine things to the chirf 
mystci·y of the doctrine of salvation which was manifested in 
historical reality (De Wette, comp. Tholuck and Bruckner); 
nor from the first of divine things, Christ's divinity, to the 
second, the atonement which He was to establish (Hengsten
berg, comp. Godet); nor from the Word to His manife.~tation 
(Olshausen); nor from the work of enlightenment to that of 
blessing (Scholl); nor from • the present want of faith to its 
future rise (Jacobi: "faith will first begin to spring up when 
my i5,JrwCT,,; is begun"); nor from Christ's work to His person 
(B. Crusius): nor from His person to His work (Lange).-The 
event recorded in Num. xxi. 8 is made use of by Jesus as a 
type of the divinely appointed manner and efficacy of His 
coming death,1 to confirm a prophecy still enigmatical to 
Nicodemus, by attaching it to a well-known historical illus
tration. The points of comparison are: (1) the being lifted iip 
(the well-known brazen sepent on the pole, and Jesus on the 
cross); (2) the being saved (restored to health by looking at 
the serpent, to eternal tw11 by believing on the crucified One). 
Comp. Wisd. xvi. 6, and, in the earliest Christian literature, 
Epist. of Barnabas, c. 12; Ignatius ad Smyrn. 2, intcrpol.; 
Justin, Apol. l. 60, Dial. c. Tr. 94. Any further drawing 
out of the illustration is arbitrary, as, for instance, that of 
Bengel : " ut serpens ille fuit serpens sine veneno contra 
serpentes venenatos, sic Christus homo sine peccato contra 
serpentem antiq_uum," comp. Luther and others, approved by 
Lechler in the Stnd. u. Krit. 1854, p. 826. Lange goes 

1 Which, consequently, He had clearly foreseen not for the first time in vi. 51 
(W eiz.sii.cker); comp. on ii. 19. 
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furthest in this direction; comp. Ebrard on Olsbausen, p. 104. 
There is, further, no typical element in the fact that the 
brazen serpent of Moses was a dead representative (" as the 
sign of its conquering through the healing power of the Lord," 
Hengstenberg). For, apart from the fact that Christ was 
lifted up alive upon the cross, the circumstance of the brazen 
serpent being a lifeless thing is not made prominent either in 
Num. xxi. or here. - v,[rw0ijvai] not glorified, acknowledged 
in His exaltation (Paulus), which, following il,[rwue, would be 
opposed to the context, but (comp. viii. 28, xii 32, 33) shall be 
lifted up, that is, on the cross,1-answering to the Aramaean ;i~! 

(comp. the Heb. ;i~, Ps. cxlv. 14, cxlvi 8), a word used of the 
hanging up of the malefactor upon the beam. See Ezra vi. 
11; Gesenius, Thes. I. 428; Heydenreich in Hi.iffell's Zeitschr. 
II. 1, p. 72 ff.; Bruckner, 68, 69. Comp. Test. XII. patr. p. 
7 3 9 : KVpto<; v/3piu0/iuerai Ka~ E?r~ gv:>..ov uyw0/iueTai. The 
express comparison with the raising up of the brazen serpent, 
a story which must have been well known to Nicodemus, does 
not allow of our explaining vyw0/iu., as = en, of the exalta
tion of Jesus to glory (Bleek, Beitr. 231), or as including 
this, so that the cross is the stepping-stone to glory (Lechler, 
Godet); or of referring it to the near coming of the kingdom, 
by which God will show Him in His greatness (Weizsacker); 
or of our abiding simply by the idea of an exhibition (Hofmann, 
Weissag. ii. Er/ II. 143), which Christ underwent in His 
public sufferings and death; or of leaving wholly out of 
account the form of the exaltation (which was certainly 
accomplished on the cross and then in heaven), (Luthardt), 
and conceiving of an exaltation for the purpose of being 
visible to all men (Holtzmann), as Schleiermacher also held 
(Leben Jesn, 345); or of assuming, as the meaning which 
was intelligible for Nicodemus, only that of removing, where 
Jesus, moreover, was conscious of His being lifted up on 

1 The higher significo.nce imparted to Christ's person nnd work by His deo.th 
(Bo.ur, Neutest. Theol. 379) is not implied in the word ;,..;,.,;;;,a,, but in the 
comparison with the serpent, ant.I in the sentence following, which expresses the 
object of the lifting up. This passage (comp. i. 29) should. have prevented Baur 
from asserting (p. 400) thut the Pauline doctrine concerning such a significance 
in Christ's death is wholly wanting in St. John's doctrinal view. See al.so 
ri. 61, 63, 54. 
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the cross and up to God (Hofm:mn, Scll1'iftbcw. II. 1, 301). 
- 01:ZJ according to the divine decree, Matt. xvi. 21, Luke 
xxiv. 26, does not refer to the type, but only to the anti
type (against Olshausen), especially as between the person 
of Christ and the brazen serpent as such no typical relation 
could exist. - Lastly, that Jesus should thus early make, 
though at the time an enigmatic, allusion to His death by 
crucifixion, is conceivable both on the ground of the doctrinal 
peculiarity of the event, and of the extraordinary importance 
of His death as the fact of redemption. See on ii. 19. And 
in the case of Nicodemus, the enigmatic germ then sown bore 
fruit, xix. 3 9. - Adopting the l'eading J v a h<j, ( see Critical 
Notes), we cannot rnfer it to 'Tr£UT€1JWV, but, as µ~ a:rroX'TJTat, 
ciXX' is spurious (see Critical Notes), to EX'fJ: "every believer 
shall in Hi1n (i.e. resting upon Him as the cause) have eternal 
life." Comp. xx. 31, v. 39, xvi. 33, xiii. 31. - tw~v aiw

viov] eternal Messianic life, which, however, the believer 
already has (lxv) as an internal possession in alwv ovTo<;, viz. 
the present self-conscious development of· the only true moral 
and blissful t"'1, which is independent of death, and whose 
consummation and full glory begin with the second advent. 
(Comp. vi. 40, 44, 45, 54,.58, xiv. 3, xvii. 24; 1 John iii 14, 
iv. 9.) 

Ver. 16. Continuation of the address of Jesus to Nicoderruis, 
onwards to ver. 21,1 not, as Erasmus, Rosenmiiller, Kuinoel, 
Paulus, Neander, Tholuck, Olshausen, Maier think (see also 
Bii.umlein), an explanatory meditation of the evangelist's own; 
an assumption justified neither by anything in the text nor by 
the word µovoryE~<;, a word which must have been transferred 
from the language of John to the mouth of Jesus (not vice 
versa, as Hengstenberg thinks), for it is never elsewhere used 
by Christ, often as He speaks of His divine sonship. See on 
i. 14. The reflective character of the following discourse is so 
fully compatible with the design of Christ to instruct, and the 
preterites -lJrya:1r71uav and /1-jv so little requirP. to be explained 
from the standing-point of a later time, that there does not 

1 Luther rightly praised "the majesty, simplicity, clearness, expressiveness, 
truth, charm" of this discourse. He "exceedingly and beyond measure loveu" 
this ten. 
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seem any sufficient basis for the intermediate view (of Liicke, 
De Wette, Bruckner), that in this continued account of the 
discourse of Jesus, vv. 16 ff., John inserts more explanations 
and reflections of his own than in the preceding part, how 
little soever such a supposition would (as Kling and Heng
stenberg think) militate against the trustworthiness of John, 
who, in recording the longer discourses, has exactly in his own 
living recollection the abundant guarantee of substantial cer
tainty. - oiJTw J so much; see on Gal iii. 3. - ryap J reason 
of the purpose stated in ver. 15. - ~rya?T7Ja-ev] loved, with 
reference to the time of the eowKev. -T6v Koa-,uov] i.e. man
kind at large,1 comp. ,ras, ver. 15, xvii. 2; 1 John ii 2. -
Tov ,uo vory.] to make the proof of His love the stronger, 1 John 
iv.9; Heb. xi 17; Rom. viii. 32.-eOwKev] He did not 
reserve Him for Himself, but gave Hirn, i.e. to the world. The 
word means more than a?T€O"TetXev (ver. 1 7), which expresses 2 

the manner of the eowKev, though it does not sp1::cially denote 
the giving up to death, but the state of humiliation as a 
whole, upon which God caused His Son to enter when He 
left His Fre-existent glory (xvii. 5), and the final act of which 
was to be His death (1 John iv. 10). The Indicative following, 
wuT1:, describes the act objectively as something actually done. 
See on Gal. ii. 13; and Klotz ad JJevar. 772. -,u~ a,ro;\.7JTat, 
K.T.X.J Concerning the subjunctive, representing an object as 
present, see Winer, 271 [E. T. p. 377]. The change from the 
Aorist to the Present is to be noted, whereby the being utterly 
ruined (by banishment to hell in the Messianic judgment) is 
spoken of as an act in process of accomplishment; while the 
possession of the Messianic tw1 is described as now already 

I This declaration is the rock upon which the absolute predestination doctrine 
goes to pieces, and the supposed (by Baur and Hilgenfeld) metaphysical dualism 
ol the anthropology of St. John. Co.lovius well unfolds our text thus: (1) 
salutis principium (,;,-.;.,,.,); (2) dilectionis objectum (the "'df'-•;, not the electi); 
(3) donwn amplissimum (His only-begottrn Son); (4) pactum gratiosissimum 
(faith, not works); (5)finem missionis Christi saluberrimmn. 

2 Weizsacker in the Zeitschr. f. Deutsche Tlteol. 1857, p. 176, erroneously 
finds wanting in John a.n intimation on the pa.rt of Christ tha.t He is the Logos 
who cnme voluntarily to the world. He is, however, the Logos sent of GoJ, who 
undertook this mission in the feeling of obedience. Thus the matter is presented 
throughout the N. T., a.nd the thought tha.t Christ came ,,.j,.../,;.,.;, is quite 
foreign thercw. 
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existing (commencing with regeneration), and as abiding for 
ever. Comp. on ver. 15. 

Ver. 1 7. Confirmation of ver. 16, in w bich a'TT'E<T'Tet"A.ev 

nns,vers to the eoooKev, ,cp{l''[I to the a1T'a"A.11Tat, and uoo0?i to 
the exn tw~v alwv/.OV of ver. 16. Considering this exact 
correspondence, it is very arbitrary with modern critics (even 
Lucke, B. Crusius) to understand the second Tov ,cauµov differ
ently from the first, and from the 'T. ,cauµov of ver. 16, as 
denoting in the narrow Jewish sense the Gentile world, for 
whose judgment, i.e. condemnation, the Messiah, according to 
the Jewish doctrine, was to come (see Bertholdt, Christol. pp. 
203, 223). Throughout the whole context it is to be uni
formly understood of the world of mankind as a whole. Of it 
Jesus says, that He was not sent to judge it,-a judgment 
which, as all have sinned, must have been a judgment of con
dcmnation,-but to procure for it by His work of redemption 
the Messianic UCJJ'T'T)pta. "Deus saepe ultor describitur in 
veteri pagina ; itaque conscii peccatorum merito expectare 
poterant, filium venire ad poenas patris nomine exigendas," 
Grotius. It is to be remembered that He speaks of His 
coming in the state of humiliation, in which He was not to 
accomplish judgment, but was to be the medium of obtaining 
the uwseu0ai through His work and His death. Judgment 
upon the finally unbelieving was reserved to Him upon His 
Second .Advent (comp. v. 22, 27), but the ,cp'iµa which was to 
accompany His works upon earth is different from this (see on 
ix. 3 9).-The thrice-repeated ,couµor; has a tone of solemnity 
about it. Comp. i. 10, xv. 19. 

Ver. 18. More exact explanation of the negative part of 
ver. 1 7. Mankind are either bclievin,q, and are thus delivered 
from condemnation (comp. v. 24), because if the Messiah had 
come to judge the world, He would only have had to condemn 
sin; but sin is forgiven to the believer, and he already has 
everlasting tw1 ;-or they are imbelicving, so that condemnation 
has already been passed upon them in idea (as an internal 
fact),1 because they reject the Only-begotten of God, and there 

1 Hence it is clear that the signification of "P;,.,, as meaning ccndemnatory 
jndgment is correct, and not the explanation of W ciss, Lehrbegriff, p. I 84, 
acconling t'.l whom the "judgment" here means in general only a decision either 
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is no need of a special act of judgment to be passed on them 
on the part of the Messiah; their own unbelief has already 
passed upon them the sentence of condemnation. "He who 
does not believe, already has hell on his neck," Luther; he is 
atJTOKaTaKptTO'>, Tit. iii. 11. Ver. 18 does not speak of the 
last judgment which shall be the solemn and ultimate com
pletion of this temporal judgment,1 but it does not call it 
in question, in opposition to the Jewish Messianic belief (Hil
genfeld). See on v. 28-30, xii. 31. Well says Euthymius 
Zigabenus : 'f/ a:rrunla KaTEKpwe 7rpo T~'> KaTaKplue(J)-.. Comp. 
ver. 3 6. - 7re7r tuTevtcev] lw,s become a believer (and remains 
so); the subjective negation in the causal clause (contrary to 
the older classical usage), as often in Lucian, etc., denoting the 
relation as one presupposed in the view of the speaker. See 
Herm. ad Viger. p. 806; Winer, p. 442 [E. T. p. 602]. 
Otherwise in 1 John v. 10.-TOV µ,ovory. viov T. 0eov]very 
impressively throwing light upon the 77077 tcetcptTai, because 
bringing clearly into view the greatness of the gnilt. 

Ver. 19. The 77077 tceKpiTat is now more minutely set forth, 
and this. as to its moral character, as rejection of the light, i.e. 
of God's saving truth,-the possessor and bringer in of which 
was Christ, who had come into the world,-and as love of 
darkness. "But herein consists the condemnation (as an inner 
moral fact which, according to ver. 18, had aheady occurred), 
that," etc. ~ Kplui-. ia the judgment in question, to be under
stood here also, agreeably to the whole connection, of condem
natory judgment. But in auTTJ ... on ( comp. 1 John v. 11) we 
have not the reason (Chrysostom and his followers), but the 
characteristic natu,re of the judgment stated. - on To cf,cc-., 

for life or death. In that case, not au ,.p;,.,,.,.,, but~. "'"P',,."'• must apply also to 
the believer. But this very distinction, the au ir,p,,m,, used of the believer and 
the ~" ,.,,.p,,,.a:, of the unbeliever, places the explanation of a condemnatory 
"P'"" beyond doubt. This is also against Godet, who with reference to the 
believer hits upon the expedient of supposing that the Lord here anticipates the 
judgment (viz. the "constater l'etat moral"). But according to the worJs of 
Jesus, this suggestion would aPl>ly rather to the case of the unbeliever. 

1 This temporal judgment of the world is the world's history, the conclusion 
of which is the last judgment (v. 27), which, however, must not (as Schleier
macber, L. J. 355) be dissipated by means of this text into a merely natural 
issue of the mission of Jesus. See on v. 28. See also Groos in the Stud. u. K1·it. 
1863, p. 251. 
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etc., Kal n,ya,r17a-av] The first clause is not expressed in the 
dependent form (on OT€ To <f,w,;, etc., or with Gen. abs.), but 
as an independent statement, in order to give emphatic pro
minence to the contrast setting forth the guilt. See Ki.ihner, 
II. 416; Winer, p. 585 [E. T. pp. 785-G].-n,ya71'1}0'llll] 
after it had come. Jesus could now thus speak already from 
experience regarding His relations to mankind as a whole ; the 
Aor. does not presuppose the consciousness of a later time. 
See ii. 23, 24. For the rest, n,ya-1r. is put first with tragic 
emphasis, which object is also served by the simple ,ea{ (not 
and yet). The expression itself: they loved the darkness rather 
(potius, not magis, comp. xii. 43; 2 Tim. iii. 4) than the light, 
-µ,aA.M11 belonging not to the verb, but to the noun, and 1j 
comparing the two conceptions (Ellendt, Lex. Soph. II. p. 51 ; 
Bauml Partik. p. 13 6),-is a mournful 'meiosis; for they did 
not love the light at all, but hated it, ver. 20. The ground of 
this hatred, however, does not lie ( comp. ver. 6, i. 12) in a 
metaphysical opposition of principles (Baur, Hi1genfeld, Colani), 
but in the light-shunning demoralization into which men had 
sunk through their own free act (for they might also have 
done a"J,..~0E£a, ver. 21). The source of unbelief is immorality. 
- ~11 ,yap aihwv, K.T.A..] The reason why "they loved the 
darkness rather," etc. (see on i. 5), was their immoral manner 
of life, in consequence of which they must shun the light, nay, 
even hate it (ver. 20). We may observe the growing emphasis 
from avTwv onwards to 'TT'OVTJpa, for the works which they (in 
opposition to the individual lovers of the light) did were evil; 
which r.ovT/pa does not in popular usage denote a higher 
degree of evil than cpav'Xa, ver. 2 0 (Bengel), but answers to 
this as tvil does to bad (worthless); Fritzsche ad Rom. p. 297. 
Comp. v. 29; Rom. ix. 11; 2 Cor. v. 10; Jas. iii. 16; 
cpaii">..a Ep-ya in Plat. Crat. p. 429 A.; 3 Mace. iii. 22. 

Ver. 20. Tap] If by the previous ,yap the historical basis 
for the statement nya7T''1]0'all oi &v0pc,nrot, KS.A., was laid, then 
this second ,yap is related to the same statement as explanatory 
thereof (see on Matt. vi. 32, xviii. 11 ; Rom. viii. 6), intro
ducing a general elucidation, and this from the psychological 
and perfectly natural relation of evil-doers to the light which 
was manifested (in Christ) (To cf,w,; not different from ver. 19), 
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which they hated as the principle opposed to them, and to 
which they would not come, because they wished to avoid the 
€A€"f'X,O<; which they must experience from it. This "coming 
to the light" is the believing adherence to Jesus, ·which, how
ever, would have to be brought about through the µeTavota.1 

-

iva µ~ EA€"fX0v] Intention. This €A€"/'X,O<; is the chastening 
censure, which they shunned both on account of their being 
put to shame before the world, and because of the threatening 
feeling of repentance and sorrow in their self-consciousness. 
Comp. Luke iii. 19 ; John viii. 8 ; Eph. v. 11, 13. "Gravis 
malae conscientiae lux est," Senec. ep. 12 2. 14. This dread 
is both moral pride and moral effeminacy. According to 
Luthardt (comp. B. Crusius), the eAE"f'X/a-0at refers only to the 
psychological fact of an inner condemnation. But against this 
is the parallel cpavepw0fi, ver. 21.-Observe, on the one hand, 
the participle present (for the 7rpa~ac; might turn to the light), 
and, on the other, the distinction between 7rpaa-a-wv (he who 
presses ori, agit, pursues as the goal of his activity) and 'll'otwv, 
ver. 21 (he who does, facit, realizes as a fact). Comp. Xen. 
Mem. iii. 9. 4: E7rt<TTa/J,€VO<; µev t,, oei 7rpa.TT€tv, 'll'OtoVVTE<; 
oe -ravavT{a, also iv. 5. 4, al.; Hom. i. 31, ii. 3, vii 15, xiii. 4. 
See generally, Franke, ad Deni. Ol. iii. 15. 

Ver. 21. 'O oe 'll'Otwv T~v aA.110.] The opposite of o 
cpav}..a 7rpaa-a-wv, ver. 2 0, and therefore a">..110eta is to be taken 
in the ethical sense : he who does what ·is morally true, so that 
his conduct is in harmony with the divine moral standard. 
Comp. Isa. xxvi. 10; Ps. cxix. 30; Neh. ix. 33; Job iv. 6, 
xiii. 6; 1 John i. 6; 1 Cor. v. 8; Eph. v. 9; Phil. iv. 8. 
Moral truth was revealed before Christ, not only in the law 
(Weiss), but also (see Matt. v. 1 7) in the prophets, and, out
side Scripture, in creation and in conscience (Hom. i. 19 ff., ii. 
14 ff.). Comp. Groos, p. 255. - iva cpavep. auTov Tit f P'Ya J 
cpavep. is the opposite of the µ~ e'>..eryx0v of ver. 20. While the 
wicked wishes his actions not to be reproved, but to remain 
in darkness, the good man wishes his actions to come to the light 
and to be made manijest, and he there/ 01·e lpxeTat 7rpo, TO cpw<; ; 
for Christ, as the personally manifested Light, the bearer o( 

1 In opposition to Colnni, who finds a circle in the reasoning of ,·v. 19, 20. 
Seo Godot. 
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diYine truth, cannot fail through His working to make tl1cse 
lood deeds be recognised in this their true nature. The mani
festation of true morality through Christ must necessarily throw 
the true light on the moral conduct of those who come to 
Him, and make it manifest and show it forth in its true 
nature and form. The purpose 7va cfJavep., K.T.X., does not 
spring from self-seeking, but arises from the requirements, 
originating in a moral necessity, of moral satisfaction in itself, 
and of the triumph of good over the world. - ahou] thus 
put before, for emphasis' sake, in opposition to the evil-doer; 
who has altogether a different design with reference to his acts. 
- oH iv 81:rp, K.T.X..J the reason of the before-named pur
pose. How should he not cherish this purpose, and desire the 
cfJavEpwrn<;, seeing that his works are wrought in God! Thus, 
so far from shunning, he has really to sfrive a/ter the mani
festation of them, as the revelation of all that is divine. We 
must take this iv 81uj,, like the frequent iv Xpunr;,, as denot
ing the element in which the lp,yateu0a, moves ; not without 
and apart from God, but living and moving in Him, has the 
good man acted. Thus the ,caTd To 0b,,,,,µ,a Toii 01:ou, 1 John 
v. 14, and the ,caTd 01:ov, Rom. viii. 27, 2 Oor. vii. 10, also the 
Elr; 0Eov, Luke xii 21, constitute the necessary characte1· of the 
iv 0E<f, but are not the iv 0E<j, itself - lp,ya elp,yau µ,eva.] 
as in vi 28, ix. 4, Matt. xxvi. 10, et al., and often in the 
classics.-Observe from ver. 21, that Christ, who here ex
presses Himself generally, yet conformably to experience, 
encountered, at the time of His entering upon His ministry 
of enlightenment, not only the cfJau">..a 7rpauuovTe<;, but also 
those who practised what is right, and who were living in 
God. To this class belonged a Nathanael, and the disciples 
generally, certainly also many who repented at the preaching 
of the Baptist, together with other 0. T. saints, and perhaps 
Nicodemus himself. They were drawn by the Father to 
come to Christ, and were given to Him (vi. 3 7) ; they were 
of God, and had ears to hear His word (viii. 47, comp. xviii. 
3 7) ; they were desirous to do the Father's will (vii. 1 7) ; 
they were His (xvii. 6). But according to ver. 19, these were 
exceptions only amid the multitude of the opposite kind, and 
even their piety needed purifying and transfiguring into true 
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Ot1caiouv111}, which could be attained only by fellowship with 
Christ; and hence even in their case the way of Christian 
penitence, by the <f,avepwui,; of their works wrought in God, 
brought about by the light of Christ, was not excluded, but 
was exhibited, and its commencement brought about, because, 
in view of this complete and highest light, the sincere Old 
Testament saint must first rightly feel the need of that 
repentance, and of the lack of moral satisfaction. Con
sequently the statement of vv. 3, 5, still holds true. 

Vv. 22, 23. After this interview with Nicodernus 1 (µera 
-raiira) Jesus betook Himself with His disciples from the 
capital into the coiint1·y of Judea, in a north-easterly direction 
towards Jordan. 'Iovoatav is, as in Mark i. 5, Acts xvi. 1, 
1 Mace. ii. 23, xiv. 33, 37, 2 Mace. v. 23, 3 Esr. v. 47, 
Anthol. vii. 645, an adjective. - e,8a,rnt"1:v] during His stay 
there (Imperf), not Himself, however, but through His dis
ciples, iv. 2. Baur, indeed, thinks that the writer had a definite 
purpose in view in this mode of expression; that he wished 
to bring Jesus and the Baptist as closely as possible together 
in the same work. But if so, the remark of iv. 2 would be 
strangely illogical; see also Schweizer, p. 194. The baptism 
of Jesus, besides, was certainly a continuation of that of John, 
and did not yet possess the new characteristic of Matt. xxviii. 
19 (for see vii. 3 9); but that it already included that higher 
element, which John's baptism did not possess (comp. Acts xix. 
2, 3),-namely, the operation of the Spirit, of which Christ was 
the bearer (ver. 34), for the accomplishment of the birth from 
above,-is manifest from ver. 5, a statement which cannot be a 
prolepsis or aprophecymerely.-;,v oe Ka~ 'Iwavv., K.T.X.J 
biit John was also employed in baptizing, namely in Aenon, etc. 
This name, usually taken as the intensive or adjectival form 
of J'.,¥, is rather= 11' I'll, dove spring; the place itself is other
wise unknown, as is also the situation of Salim, though placed 
by Eusebius and Jerome eight Roman miles south of Scytho
polis. This is all the more uncertain, because Aenon, accord
ing to the mention of it here (comp. iv. 3), must have been 
in J udaea, and not in Samaria, and could not therefore have 

1 To interpose 11 longer interval, e.g. 11 return to and sojourn in Galilee, is 
quite gratuitous. Not before iv. 3 does Jesus return to Galilee. 
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been the Ainun discovered by Robinson (Later Explorafi'ons, 
p. 40 0). Ewald thinks of the two places )'lll c•n,ci in Josh. xv. 
02. So also Wieseler, p. 247. In no case could the towns 
have been situated on the Jordan, for in that case the state
ment on iJoaTa 'lT"oJ\.M would have been quite out of place. 
Comp. Hengstenbcrg, who likewise refers to Josh. xv. 32, while 
Pressel (in Herzog's Encykl. XIII. 326) prefers the statement 
of Eusebius and Jerome. For the rest, the narrative of the 
temptation, which Hengstenberg places in the period after 
ver. 2 2, bas nothing to do with the locality in this verse; it 
does not belong to this at all.-The question why John, after 
the public appearance of Jesus, still continued to baptize, with
out baptizing in His name, is answered simply by the fact 
(against Bretschneider, Weisse, Baur) that Jesus had not yet 
come forth as John expected that the Messiah would, and that 
consequently the Baptist could not have supposed that his 
work in preparing the way for the Messiah's kingdom by his 
baptism of repentance was already accomplished, but had to 
await for that the divine decision. This perseverance of John, 
therefore, in his vocation to baptize, was by no means in conflict 
with bis divinely received certainty of the Messiahship of Jesus 
(as Weizsacker, p. 320, thinks), and the ministry of both of them 
side by side must not be looked upon as improbable, as "in it
self a splitting in sunder of the Messianic movement" (Keim). 

Ver. 24 corrects, in passing, the synoptic tradition,1 which 
John knew as being widely spread, and the discrepancy in 
which is not to be explained either by placing the imprison
ment between John iv. 2 and 3, and by taking the journey of 
Jesus to Galilee there related as the same with that mentioned 
in Matt. iv. 12 (Liicke, Tholuck, Olshausen, B. Crusius, 
Ebrard, Hengstenberg, and many others), or by making the 
journey of Matt. iv. 12 to coincide with that named in 
John vi. 1 (Wieseler). See on Matt. iv. 12. Apart from 
that purpose of correction, which is specially apparent if we 
compare Matt. iv. 1 7 (subtleties to the contrary in Ebrard), 
the remark, which was quite intelligible of itself, would be, 

1 It is supposed, indeed, that John simply wishes to intimate that what he 
records, vv. 22-36, must be placed before Matt. iv. 12 (Hengstenberg). But 
in the connection of Jlfatthew, there is no place for it before iv. 12. 
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to say the least, superflnous,-unnecessary even to gain space 
for bringing Jesus and the Baptist again alongside each other 
(Keim), even if we were to venture to propose the suggestion, 
of which the text says nothing, that Jesus felt himself obliged, 
as the time of the Baptist was not yet expired, to bring the 
kingdom of God near, in keeping with the form which the 
Baptist had adopted (Luthardt, p. 79). 

Vv. 25, 26. Ovv] in consequence of the narration of 
ver. 23 (ver. 24 being a parenthetical remark). Nothing is 
known more particularly as to this question (t~-r77ut,) which 
arose among John's disciples (iryevE7'0 €/C 7'CVI/ µ,a0. 'Iwaw., 
comp. Lucian. Alex. 40; Herod. v. 21). The theme of it 
was "concerning p1irification" ( ,rep! tca0aptuµ,ov), and, according 
to the context, it did not refer to the usual prescriptions and 
customs in general (Weizsiicker), but had a closer reference 
to the baptism of John and of Jesus, and was discussed with 
a Jew, who probably placed the baptism of Jesus, as being 
of higher and greater efficacy with regard to the power of 
purifying (from the guilt of sin), above that of John. Comp. 
ver. 2 6. Possibly the prophetic idea of a consecration by 
purification preceding the Messiah's kingdom (Ezek. xxxvi. 2 5 ; 
Zech. xiii. 1 ; Hofm. Weissag. u. Erf II. 8 7) was spoken of. 
·who the 'Iouoa'io<; was (Hofmann, Tholuck, a Pharisee) cannot 
be determined. A Jewish Christian (Chrysostom, Euthymius 
Zigabenus, and others ; also Ewald) would have been more 
exactly designated. According to Luthardt, it was an itn

friendly Jew who declared that the baptism of John might 
now at length be dispensed with, and who wished thus to 
beguile the Baptist to become unfaithful to his calling, by 
,vhich means he hoped the better to work against Jesus. An 
artificial combination unsupported by the text, or even by<[> uiJ 
µ,eµ,ap-rup77tca<;, ver. 26. For that this indicated a perplexity 
on the part of the disciples as to the calling of their master finds 
no support in the words of the Baptist which follow. There 
is rather expressed in that r!, uiJ µ,eµ,ap-r., and in all that John's 
disciples advance,-who therefore do not name Jesus, but only 
indicate Him,-a jealous irritation on the point, that a man, 
who himself had just gone forth from the fellowship of the 
Baptist, and who owed his standing to the testimony borne 
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by the latter in his favour (~~), should have opened such n 
competition with him as to throw him into the shade. 
Through the statements of the Jew, with whom they had 
been discussing the question of purification, there was awakened 
in them a certain feeling of envy that Jesus, the former pupil 
(as they thought), the receiver of a testimony at the hand of 
their master, should now presume to put himself forward as 
his superior rival. They saw in this a usurpation, which 
they could not reconcile with the previous position of Jesus 
in relation to the Baptist. But he, on the contrary, vindicates 
Jesus, ver. 27, and in ver. 28 brings into view His far higher 
position, which excluded all jealousy. - &~ 17v· µ,eTa uoii, 
K,T.:\.] i 28, 29. - foe and ovTo~ have the emphasis of some
thing unexpected ; namely, that this very individual· should 
(according to their view) interfere with their master in his 
vocation, and with such results !-Kal 'TT"aVTE~, an exaggeration 
of excited feeling. Comp. xii. 19. Not: "all who submit 
to be baptized by Him" (Hengstenberg). 

Vv. 27, 28. The Baptist at first answers them, putting his 
reply in the form of a general truth, that the greater activity 
and success of Jesus was given Him of God, and next reminds 
them of the subordinate position which ·he held in relation to 
Jesus. The reference of the general affirmation to the Baptist 
himself, who would mean by it: "non possum mihi arrogare 
et rapere, quae Deus non dedit," Wetstein (so Cyril, Rupertus, 
Beza, Clarius, Jansen, Bengel, Lticke, Maier, Hengstenberg, 
Godet, and others), is not in keepi11g with the context; for the 
petty, jealous complaint of the disciples, ver. 26, has merely 
prepared the way for a vindication of Jesus on the part of the 
Baptist; and as in what follows with this intent, the compari
son between the two, as they, in vv. 27, 28, according to 
our interpretation, stand face to face with each other, is 
thoroughly carried out; see vv. 29, 30, 31; so that Jesus 
is al ways _first characterized, and then John. We must not 
therefore take ver. 2 7 as referring to both (Kuinoel, Tholuck, 
Lange, Bruckner, Ewald, Luthardt1). - ov ovvaTai] relatively, 
i.e. according to divine ordination. - &v0pc,,,ro~] quite general, 

1 Who, in keeping with his view of ver. 26, takes ver. 27 to mean: " The 
work of both of UB is divinely ordained, and therefore I, for my own part, am 
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a man, any one; not as Hengstenberg, referring it to Joln,, 
renders it: "because I arn merely a man." - }..aµ,8avHv] not 
arrogate to himself (eavrrj', }..aµ,8., Heb. v. 4), but simply to 
receive, answering to be given. - aino';, vµeZc;] though you a1e 
so irritated about him. - µap-rvp.] In<lic: ye are yourselves my 
witnesses, see i. 19-28, the substance of which John sums up 
in the words ou,c eiµ';,, etc. They had themselves appealed. 
(ver. 26) to his µap-rvp{a concerning Jesus, but he 7repi-rp€7m 

TalJT1}V Ka0' au-ri:Jv, Euthymius Zigabenus. - O,A.A.' on] Transi
tion to dependent speech. Winer, p. 5 3 9 [E. T. p. 6 7 9 f.]. -
e ,ce tvov] referring not to the appellative o Xpunoc;, but to 
Jesus as the XptuTo<;. 

Vv. 29, 30. Symbolical setting forth of his subordinate 
relation to Jesus. The bridegroom is Jesus, John is the friend 
who waits upon Him; the bride is the community of the 
Messianic kingdom ; the wedding is the setting up of that 
kingdom, now nigh at hand, as represented in the picture 
which the Baptist draws (comp. Matt. ix. 15, xxv. 1 ff.). 
The 0. T. figure of God's union with His people as a mar
riage (Isa. liv. 5; Hos. ii. 18, 19; Eph. v. 32; Rev. xix. 
7, xxi. 2, 9) forms the basis of this comparison. It may 
reasonably be doubted-whether Solomon's Song (especially v. 
1, 6) was likewise in the Baptist's thoughts when employing 
this illustration (Bengel, Luthardt, Hengstenberg) ; for no 
quotation is made from that book in the N. T., and therefore 
any allegorical interpretation of this Song with Messianic 
references cannot with certainty be presupposed in the N. T. 
Comp. Luke xiii. 31, note.-He to whorn the bride (the bride
elect of the marriage feast) belongs is the bridegroom,
therefore it is not I.-The friend of the bridegroom (Kar' 

e~ox~v : the appointed friend, who serves at the wedding) is 
the 7rapavuµ</Jto<;, who is also, Sanhedr. f. 2 7, 2, called :::im~, 
but usually pr.!llr.!'. Lightfoot, p. 9 8 0 ; Buxtorf, Lex. Talm. s.v. ; 
Schoettgen, p. 335 ff.; and see on 2 Cor. xi. 2. - o EUT'TJKW<; 
"· Q./(OlJWV aurov] who standeth (tanquam npparitor, Bengel) 
and attentively hearetk him, i.e. in order to do his bidding.1 

justified in continuing my work after the appearance of Jesus, so long at least 
11.9 the sell-witness of Jesus is not believed." 

I The working of Jesus was so manifest, and now so near to the Baptist, th11t 
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Contrary to the construction (Kal), and for-fetched, is the ren
dering of Il. Crusius: "who is waiting for him (foT17K.), and 
u•hcn he hears him, viz. the voice of the approaching bride
groom. (?)" Tholuck also, following Chrysostom, brings in: 
what is not there when he renders: "who standeth, having 
.finished his wm·k as f ore1·nnner." The Baptist had still to 
work on, and went on working. The e<TT1]K. must be regarded 
as taking place at the marriage feast, and not before that, 
during the bridal pro::ession (Ewald, who refers to the frequent 
stoppages which took place in it); but it does not mean 
standing at the door of the wedding chamber, nor aK. auTov the 
audible pleasure of the newly married pair. An indelicate 
sensuaJizing (still to be found in Kninoel) unwarranted by the 
text. - xap~ xaLpEi] he rrJoiceth greatly; see Lobeck, Paralip. 
p. 524; Winer, p. 424 [E. T. p. 584]. Comp. 1 Thess. 
iii. 9, where, in like manner, o,a stands instead of the classical 
E'Trt, iv, or the dative. - o,a 7"~V <prov~v TOV vv,u<p.J This is 
not to be understood of his loud caresses and protestations of 
love (Grotius, Olshausen, Lange), nor of the command of the 
bridegroom to take away the cloth with the signum virgini
tatis (thus debasing the beautiful figure, Michaelis, Paulus), 
.J.or of the conversing of the bridegroom with the bride 
(Tholuck and older expositors),-all of which are quite out of 
keeping with the general expression ; the reference is merely 
to the conversation and joy of the bridegroom amid the marriage 
rnirth. Comp. Jer. vii. 34, xvi. 9, xxv. 10. The expla
nation, also, which makes it the voice of the approaching 
bridegroom who calls the bride to fetch her horne, would need 
to be more precisely indicated (against B. Crusius and 
Luthardt), and is not in keeping with o euT17Kwr; ;1 the acti-

this feahire of the comparison is fully explained by it. Neither in this place nor 
elsewhere is there any answer to the question, whether and what personal inter· 
course the Baptist bad already ha,l with Him (Hengstenberg thinks "through 
intermediate persons, especially through the Apostle John"). In particular, the 
assumption that the interview with Nicodemus became known to the Baptist 
(through the disciples of Jesus who hacl previously been the Baptist's disciples) 
is quite unnecessary for the understanding of the words which here follow 
(against Godet). 

1 For the .,,,,,_p,nu,,,~1•r does not stand there waiting for the bridegroom, but 
accompanies him on his way to the bride's house. The standing o.nd waiting 
pertain to the female attendants on the bride, Matt. xxv. 1 If. 
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vity of Jesus, moreover, was already more than a call to the 
bringing home, which might have symbolized His first 
appearing. Comp. Matt. ix. 15. - Note, besides, how the 
ardent expression of joy stands contrasted with the envious 
feelings of John's disciples. - aih11 ov11 ;, xapa, ,c:.T.A.] 01)11 

infers the aih11 from the application of the figure: this joy, 
therefore, which is mine, viz. at the bridegroom's voice. -
'1TE'1TA~pc,naiJ has been fulfilled completely, so that nothing 
more is wanting to it. The Baptist, with prophetic antici
pation, sees, in the successful activity of Jesus, and in the 
flocking of the people to Him, the already rising dawn of 
the Messiah's kingdom (the beginning of the marriage). On 
we,r;\,~p. comp. xv. 11, xvi 24, xvii. 13; 1 John i. 4. - oci'] 
as in ver. 14. This noble self-renunciation was based upon 
the clear certainty which he had of the divine purpose. -
auga11eiv] in influence and efficiency. - EA.aTToiiu0ai] the 
counterpart of increase : to become less, J er. xxx. 16 ; S ymm. ; 
2 Sam. iii. 1 ; Ecc1 us. xxxv. 2 3, al.; Thuc. ii. 6 2. 4 ; Theophr. 
H. pl. vi. 8. 5 ; Josephus, Antt. vii. 1. 5. Comp. Plat. Leg. iii. 
p. 6 81 A : avfavoµhwv €1( TWV EAaTTOVWV. 

Vv. 31, 32, down to ver. 35, is not the comment of the 
evangelist (so Wetstein, Bengel, Kuinoel, Paulus, Olshausen, 
Tholuck, Klee, Maier, Biiumlein). Ver. 32, comp. with vv. 29, 
3 0, seems to sanction the notion that it is; but as no intimation 
to this effect is given in the text, and as the thread of dis
course proceeds uninterruptedly, and nothing in the subject
matter is opposed to it, we may regard it as the continued 
discourse of the Baptist, though elaborated in its whole style 
and colouring by J ohn,-not, however, to such an extent that 
the evangelist's record passes almost entirely into a comment of 
his own (Li.icke, De W ette, comp. also Ewald). We perceive how 
the Baptist, as if with the mind of Jesus Himself, unveils 
before his disciples, in the narrower circle of whom he speaks, 
with the growing inspiration of the lust prophet, the full 
majesty of Jesus; and therewith, as if with his swanlike song, 
completes his testimony before he vanishes from the history.1 

Even the subsequent momentary perplexity (Matt. xi.) is 
1 It is self-evident, thnt all that is said in ver. 31 f. was intended to incite the 

disciples of John to believe in Jesus, o.nd to scare them from unbelief. 

N 
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psychologically not irreconcilable with this (see on i. 29), simply 
because John was EiC T1JS- "/1JS-. But the Baptist, notwith
standing his witness concerning Jesus, has not gone over to 
Hirn, because the calling of forc1-unncr had been once divinely 
committed to him, and he felt that he must continue to fulfil 
it so long as the Messianic kingdom was not yet established. 
These remarks tell, at the same time, against the use which is 
made of this passage to prove that the entire scene is unhistori
cal (Strauss, Weisse, Reuss, Scholten, following Bretschneider). 
- o av(i)0€v epxo,u.] He who cometlt from above, i.e. Christ 
(comp. ver. 13, viii. 23), whose coming, i.e. whose coming forth 
from the divine glory in human form as Messiah, is here 
1·egarded as still in the course of its actual self-manifestation 
(cf. viii 14), and consequently as a ptscnt phenomenon, and 
as not ended until it has been consummated in the establish
ment of the kingdom. - ?TaVT(i)V] Masc. John means the 
category as a whole to which Jesus belonged-all interpi·eters 
of God, as is clear from what follows, vv. 31, 32. - o tJv e,c 
-ri]s- ry17s-] i.e. the Baptist, who, as an ordinary man, springs 
from earth, not heaven. - e,c T1JS- ry17s- euTi] as predicate de
notes the nature conditioned by such an origin. He is of no 
other kind or nature than that of one who springs from 
earth; though withal his divine mission (i. 6), in common with 
all prophets, and specially his divinely conferred baptismal 
vocation (Matt. x.xi 25, 26), remain intact. - ,cat h T. "/1JS' 
)..a;\€t] and he speaketh of the earth. His speech has not 
lieaven as its point of departure, like that of the Messiah, 
who declares what He has seen in heaven (see ver. 32); but it 
proceeds from the earth, so that he utters what has come to 
his knowledge upon earth, and therefore under the limitation 
of earthly conditions,-a limitation, however, which as little 
excluded the reception of a revelation (i. 33; Luke iii. 2), as 
it did in the case of the saints of the 0. T., who likewise 
were of earthly origin, nature, and speech, and afterwards e.g. 
in that of the Apostle Paul.1 The contents of the discourse 

1 The Fathers rightly perceived the relative character of· this selr-assertion. 
Euthymius Zigabenus : 'll'por fl'"'Y"f'fl'" ,,.;:,, """Pfiv;:,, A,y.,, .-o'ii Xp1f1'.-o'ii. Hofmann, 
Bchriftbew. II. 1, p. 14, misapprehends this, supposing that this vcr. 31 has no 
reference to the Baptist. 
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need not therefore relate merely to Ta l'TT'ryeta (iii. 12), as 
Weisse thinks, but may also have reference to E'TT'ovpavia, the 
knowledge and promulgation of which, however, do not get 
beyond the E/e µEpovr; (1 Cor. xiii. 9 ff.). The expression e,e 

'T~<; 'YTJ<; XaX. must not be confounded with J,e Tov K,oa-µov 
MA€tV, 1 John iv. 5. - o €/l 'TOV oup. epx., ll.'T.X.] A solemn 
repetition of the first clause, linking on what follows, viz. the 
antithesis still to be brought out, of the J,c T~, ,y~r; XaXEt. -
o ewpa,ee, ,eal '171COVO'€] i.e. during His pre-existence with God, 
i. 15, 18, iii. 11. From it He possesses immediate knowledge 
of divine truth,1 whose witness (µapTvpe'i) l!.e accordingly is. 
Note the interchange of tenses (Ki.ihner, II. p. 75). -ToiiTo] 
this and nothing else. - "· T. µap'T. aU'TOV OU oel <; Xaµ,8.] 
tragically related to what preceded, and introduced all the 
more strikingly by the bare ,ea{. Comp. i. 10, iii. 11. The 
expression ouoel, Xctµ,8. is the hyperbole of deep sorrow on 
account of the small number of those-small in comparison of 
the vast multitude of unbelievers-who receive His witness, 
and whose fellowship accordingly constitutes the bride of the 
marriage. John himself limits the ouoetr; by the following 
a Xa,Bwv, 1e.T.X. Comp. i. 10, 11, 12. The concourse of 
hearers who came to Jesus (ver. ·26), and the Baptist's joy 
on account of His progress (vv. 29, 30), could not dim his 
deep insight into the world's unbelief. Accordingly, his joy 
(ver. 29) and grief (ver. 32) both forming a noble contrast to 
the jealousy of his disciples (ver. 2 6). 

Ver. 3 3. A~ Toii] placed before for emphasis: His witness, 
correlative with the following o 0eor;. - eO'cpparytO'ev] has, by 
this receiving, sealed, i.e. confi1·med, ratified as an act. For this 
figurative usage, see vi. 27; Rom. iv. 11, xv. 28; 1 Cor. ix. 2; 
2 Cor. i. 22; Eph. i. 13; Jacobs, ad Anthol. ix. pp. 22, 144, 
172. -eh£ o 0eo<; ax,,,e. EO'Ttv] In the reception of the 
witness of Jesits there is manifested on man's part the practical 
ratification of the truthfulness of God, the human " yea verily " 

1 Decisive against Beyschl11g, p. 96, who understands the words only of e. pro
plietic sight e.nd hearing through the Spirit, is the antithesis with the Baptist 
(,'°ho was yet himself a prophet), running through the whole context, as also 
the l..-cl,., ..-cl,TO» i""''• which ranks Jesus above the prophets. Comp. also Heb. 
1:il. 25. 
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in ans"·er to the proposition" God is true," because Jesus (see 
ver. 34) is the ambassador and interpreter of God. The non
reception of that witness, whereby it is declared untrue, would 
be a rejection of the divine truthfulness, the "nay" to that 
proposition. Comp. 1 John v. 10. Reference to 0. T. p1·0-

mise,s (Luthardt) is remote from the context. 
Ver. 3 4. The first "/ap serves to state the reason for the 

eu<f:,pa:yunv, OT£, etc. ; the second, for the 7'11 MµaTa 7'. 0eou 
AaAei:, so far, that is, as it would be doubtful, if God gave the 
Spirit J,c µfrpov, whether what God's ambassador spoke was 
a divine revelation or not; it might in this case be wholly 
or in part the word of man -8v "/ap a,rfo,-, o 0€o,;-J not a 
general statement merely, appropriate to eyery prophet, but, 
following ver. 31, to be taken more precisely as a definition 
of a heavenly (ll.voo0ev, EK ,-of, oupavou) mission, and referring 
strictly to Jesus. This the context demands. But the fol
lowing ou "/ap EK µfrpov, ,c,,-.X., must be taken as a general 
statement, because there is no ati,-w. Commentators would 
quite arbitrarily supply aurf,,1 so 'as to render it, not by 
measure or limitation, but without measure and in complete 
julne,ss, God gives the Holy Spirit to Christ. This supplement, 
unsuitable in itself, should have been excluded by the present 
otoooaw, because we must regard Christ as possessing the Spirit 
long bejore. The meaning of this general statement is rather : 
"He does not give the Spfrit according to measure" (as if it 
consequently were out o! His power, or He were unwilling to 
give the Spirit beyond a certain quantitative degree, deter
mined by a definite measure); He proceeds herein indepen
dently of any µirpov, confined and limited by no restricting 
standard. The way in which this is to be applied to Jesus 
thus becomes plain, viz. that God must have endowed Him' 
when He sent Him from heaven (ver. 31), in keeping with 
His nature and destination, with the richest spiritual gifts, 
namely, with the entire fulness of the Spirit (,rav ,-t, ,rll.~pooµ,a, 
Col. i. 19), more richly, therefore, than prophets or any others; 
-whit!h He could not have done had He been fettered by a 

1 The subterfuge of Hengstenberg is no better : "we must supply, in tlte case 
bejol'e us." See also Lange. 

2 ou ')'u.p P.',,.f"' ,..,,,,,. [or rather,..,..;,.. .. .,..,] q,,p11 ,..,,,.,.-Nonnus, 
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measure in the gwmg of the Spirit.1
- i_,c µ,frpov] ;_,c used 

of the rule. See Bernhardy, p. 230; comp. on 1 Cor. xii. 27. 
Finally, the ou ryap EK µ,frpov must not be regarded as pre
senting a different v:iew to ver. 32 (comp. Weiss, p. 269); 
for the Spirit was in Christ the principle whereby He com
municated (the }..a}..eZv) to men that which He had beheld 
with God. See on vi. 63, 64; Acts i. 2. 

Ver. 3 5. A further description of the dignity of Christ. 
The Father bath given unlimited power to His beloved Son. 
- arya,r.] the ground of the OEOWK. - ,ravTa] neut. and 
without limitation. Falsely Kuinoel: om,nes doctrinae suae 
partes ( comp. Grotius : "omnia mysteria regni ") ! Nothing is 
exempted from the Messianic '!ovuta, by virtue of which 
Christ is ,mf,a}..~ l/?rEp 'TT"aVTa, Eph. i. 22, and ?raVTWV KVpto,, 
Acts x. 3 6 ; comp. xiii. 3, xvii. 2 ; Matt. xi. 2 7 ; 1 Cor. xv. 
27; Heh.ii. 8.-EvTfixetpla1hov] Resultofthedirection 
of the gift, a well-known constructio praegnans. Winer, p. 
385 (E. T. p. 454). 

Ver. 36. All the more weighty in their results are faith in 
the Son and unbelief! Genuine prophetic conelusion to life 
or death. - exe£ t al.] "he has eternal life," i.e. the Messianic 
tw~, which, in its temporal development, is already a present 
possession oi the believer; see on vv. 15, 16. At the Second 
Advent it will be completed and glorified; and therefore the 
antithesis ou,c lh[rna£ tw~v, referring to the future alwv, is 
justified, because it presupposes the OUK ex€£ s- - a?ret0wv] 
not: "he who does not believe on the Son" (Luther and the 
Fathers), but: "he who is disobedient to the Son;" yet, accord
ing to the context, so far as the Son 1·cq_uires faith. Comp. 

1 Hitzig, in Hilgenfelcl's Zeitsclw. 1859, p. 152 ff., taking the first half of 
the verse ns a general statement, applicable to every prophet, would rend the 
relative oJ instead of orJ, "according to tlte measure, that is, in which He gives 
the Spirit." Con8idering the yap, this rendering is irnpossible.-Ewold nncl 
Bruckner come nearest to our interpretation. H. Crusius nnd Ebrard (on 
Olshansen) erroneously make 3, ,;.,,,.,T. ".T.A. the subject of blboim (J !,,; is 
spurious, sec the critical notes) ; but this yields n thought neither true in itself, 
nor in keeping with the context. Godet puts an antithetical but purely im
ported emphasis upon 6,1.,.,,. : to other messengers of God the Spirit is not given. 
hut only lent by o. "visite mornentnnce ;" but when God gives the Spirit, He does 
so without measure, and this took place on the first occasion nt the baptism of 
Jesus. This is exei:eticnl r0etizing. 
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Acts xiv. 2, xix. 9; Rom. xi. 30; Fritzsche, ad Rom. I. p. 17. 
Contrasted herewith is the tnraKo~ 7r{a-Tf'1J'>, Rom. i. 5. - 17 
op,y'l)'J not punishment, but wrath, as the necessary emotion of 
holiness; see on Rom. i. 18; Eph. ii. 3; Matt. iii. 7. -
µ,.ivEt] because unreconciled, inasmuch as that which appro
priates reconciliation, i.e. faith (iii. 16), is rejected; comp. ix. 41. 
This µ,.ivH (it is not termed epXETai) implies· that the person 
who rejects faith is still in a moral condition which is subject 
to the divine wrath,-a state of subjection to wrath, which, 
instead of being removed by faith, a.bides upon him through his 
unbelief. The wrath, therefore, is not first awakened by the 
refusal to believe (Ritschl, de fra IJei, pp. 18, 19 ; Godet), 
but is already there, and through that refusal remains.1 

Whether or not this wrath rests upon the man from his birth 
(Augustine; Thomasius, Ohr. Pers. u. We1·k, I. p. 289), this 
text gives no information. See on Eph. ii. 3. - That the 
Baptist could already speak after this manner, is evident from 
chap. i 29. - e'TT'' athov] as in i. 32, 33. 

1 This is also against Hengstenberg. But certainly the pJ,a, must, according 
tc ciie context, be r.n eternal abiding, if the i,,:ll,xo11 ..-:.-.-,.,, never occUIS. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ver. 3 . ..-a)..1v] wanting in A. and many other Uncials and 
Cursives, Syr. p. Pers. p. Or. Chrys. It is found, indeed, in B. 
(in the margin) C. D. L. M. Tb. ~-, but was probably added to 
denote the ret1irn.- Ver. 5. oi] Elz. Tisch. 8, against C.* D. L. 
M. S. Curss. Chrys., an inelegant correction. - Ver. 6. c.oi,;ei] 
Lach. Tisch. read '"•, for which the testimonies are decisive.
Vv. 7-10. For .,.,.,v, Tisch. foll. B.* C.* D. K* reads ,;;-eiv, for 
which also -..iv occurs. -:.eiv is to be adopted on account of the 
preponderating testimony.- Ver. 14. The words ou µ,~-ow,;w 
a::i.-tji are wanting in C.* Curss. and some Verss. and Fathers, 
even Or. ; bracketed by Lach. The testimonies are too weak 
to warrant our striking them out, and how easily might their 
omission have occurred through oµ,010Te)..1u.-.! - For 01-'1,ii <l'?J Lach. 
and Tisch. read o,+ii,;ei, following preponderating evidence. But 
the Future seems to be connected with an early omission of ,u-~ 
(which we still find in D.).-Ver. 15. epxr.,µ,a.,] the Indicative 
epx,o,v.a., or o,ipx.01~a., (so Tisch.) is bad Gk., and bas witnesses 
enough against it (A. C. D. U. V. a.; even K*, which has o,Fpx_w
µ,a.,) to be regarded as a transcriber's error; comp. xvii. 3. -
Ver. 16. o 'J71,;ou, is wanting in B. C.* Heracl. Or.; an addition. 
The position ,;ou Tov avopa. (Tisch.) is too weakly attested by 
B. Curss. Or. (three times) Chrys. - Ver. 21. ruva.,, ,,.,,,.Teua6v 
µ,o,] Lach.: r- -..i,;-:-wi µ,.; Tisch.: ..-,,mue µ,. r· Amid manifold 
diversities of testimony the last must be adopted as the best 
authenticated, by B. C.* L. R Ver. Sahi<l. Heracl. Or. Ath. Cyr. 
Chrys. Hilar.-Ver. 27. For i0a. uµ,a. ~ov Elz. has ,Oa.u,u.a,;av, against 
decisive testimony. - Ver. 30. After E~~ )..0ov Elz. has o~v, against 
decisive testimony. Added for the purpose of connection, instead 
of which oe also occurs, and C. D. Verss. have xaJ before i~~1,0ov, 
and accordingly Lachm. puts this xai in brackets.-Ver. 34. 
wo,w] B. C. D. K. L. Tb. II. Cursives, Clem. Heracl. Or. Cyr. 
Chrys. : ..-o,~,;"'; recommended by Griesb., adopted by Lachm. ; 
e. co-ordination with what follows.- Ver. 35. For TETpaµ,rJvo, 
Elz. has .-eTpap,7Jvov, against almost all the Uncials. A clumsy 
emendation. Comp. Heb. xi. 23. - Ver. 3G. Before o Oepi~. 
Elz. has xai (bracketed by Lachm., deleted by Tisch.), condemned 
by D. C.* D. L. Tb. ~- Cursives, Verss. and Fathers. Throngh 
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the very ancient variation, which joins rioi, either with wlrnt 
follmYS (A. C. D. Cyr.) or with what precedes (Or.), the insertion 
of xaJ is the result of the latter mode of connection. If xaJ 
were genuine, neither of the two constructions would have 
prompted its omission. - Ver. 42. After xo~U,ou Elz. has o Xp,11-
:-0;, which Lachm. Tisch., following important witnesses, have 
deleted as an exegetical addition. - Ver. 43. xr.d a,;r~AOev] 
wanting in B. C. D. Tb. N. CursiYes, Codd. It. Copt. Or. Cyr. 
Bracketed by Lachm., deleted by Tisch. ; supplementing addition 
after Yer. 3, not in keeping with John's mode of expression. -
Ver. 45. Instead of a we must adopt 011a, with Lachm. Tisch., 
following A. B. C. L. Cursives, Or. Cyr. Chrys. As the concep
tion expressed by ot1'a is already in ,;ravra, cl, would seem more 
appropriate, which therefore we find in vv. 29, 39, in Codd. -
Ver. 46. After oiv Elz. has o 'IiiGo~., which is altogether wanting 
in important witnesses, and in others stands after 'T.'aA,v (so 
Scholz). A common addition.- Ver. 47. audv after ~P- is 
wanting in B. C. D. L. Tb. tt Cursives, Verss. Or. Aug. Bracketed 
by Lachm., deleted by Tisch. Supplementary. - Ver. 50. i,:;] 
Lachm. Tisch., following A. B. C. L. N.**, read ov. An unskilful 
emendation. - Ver. 51. &.,.~ vq1Jav] B. C. D. K. L. tt. Cursives: 
u,;;-f,vn;Gav. So Lachm. and Tisch.; rightly, for John elsewhere 
always has uHv:-. (xi 20, 30, xii. 18). - o 'li'ai', 11ou] Lachm. 
Tisch.: i, "· 11,i,.,-o~, upon such weighty evidence that the received 
reading must be regarded as a mechanical alterntion in imita
tion of ver. 50.-Ver. 52. Instead of x,Oe,, we must, with 
Lachm. and Tisch., following the majority of Codd., adopt lx,Oe ,. 

Vv. 1-3. '!!r; ovv lf,yv(J), K.T.~.] ouv, igitilr, namely, in 
consequence of the concourse of people who :floeked to Him, 
and which had been previously mentioned. Considering this 
concourse, He could not fail to come to know (lf,yv(J), not 
supernatural knowledge, but comp. ver. 53, v. 6, xi. 57, xii. 9) 
that it had reached the ears of the Pharisees, how He, etc. 
This prompted Him, however, to withdraw to Galilee, where 
their lwstility would not be so directly aroused and cherished as 
in Judaea, the headquarters of the hierarchy. To surrender 
Himself to them before the time, before His hour arrived, and 
the vocation of which He was conscious had been fulfilled, was 
opposed to His consciousness of the divine arrangements and 
the object of His mission. He contented himself, therefore, for 
the present with the interest which He had already excited in 
J ndaea on behalf of His work, and withdrew, for the time being, 
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to His own less esteemed country! As to the date of this 
return, see ver. 3 5 ; it is an arbitrary invention to say (Lange, 
L. J. II. p. 515), that upon leaving Judaea He gave up baptizing 
because John's imprisonment (?) brought a ban of uncleanness 
upon Israel (515 sq.). The performance of baptism must be 
supposed as taking place subsequent to this, when conver
sions are spoken of (e.g. ver. 53), comp. iii. 5; and Matt. xxviii. 
19 does not contain a wholly new command to baptize, but 
it.s completion and extension to all times and nations. - ol 
cf»aptu.] It is only this party, the most powerful and most 
dangerous of the Jewish sects, that is still named by John, the 
evangelist who had become furthest removed from Judaism. -
or£ 'l 71uov<;, K.T.X.] a verbatim repetition of the report; hence 
the name (1 Cor. xi 23), and the present tenses. Comp. Gal i. 
23. - ~ 'I c.>cfvv71,;] whom they had moreover less to fear, on 
account of his legal standpoint, and his declarations in i. 19 ff., 
than Jesus, whose appearance was in Jerusalem at once so 
reformatory, miraculous, and rich in results, and who was 
so ominously attested by John. - Ver. 2 is not to be put 
in a parenthesis, for the construction is not interrupted. -
,cairo£ 'YE] quanqiiam quidem, and yet; see Baeumlein, Partil". 
p. 245 ff.; Klotz, ad Devar. p. 654 f. The thing is thus 
expressed, because "semper is dicitur facern, cui praemini-

1 .According to Hofmann, Scliriftbew. II. 1, p. 168 f., whom Lichtenstein fol
lows, Jesus withdrew, because He was apprehensive lest what hatl come to the 
Pharisees' ears should be made use of by them to throw suspicion on the Baptist. 
But this is all the less cretlible, when we remember th!lt Jesus certainly, as well 
as John himself (iii. 30), knew it to be a divine necessity that He should increase 
and the Baptist decrease, and therefore would hardly determine his movements 
by considerations of the kind supposed. He could more effectually have rnrt 
any sach suspicions, by testifying on behalf of the nohle Baptist in the nl'igh• 
bourhood where he was, than by withdrawing from the scene. No; Jesus went 
out of the wny of the danger that threatened Himself, and which He knew it 
was not yet time for Him to expose Himself to ; comp. vii. 1, x. 40, xi. 54. 
N onnus : f]iUy&111 A.Uo-o-a., /1..,,.,,,T'flll tE101Anrr4111 -J,rr..pura.ftu,. Still, however, we nn1st 
not, with Hengstenberg and most others, suppose that this retirement to Galileo 
arosi from the fact that John had already fallen a prey to pharisaic per.~ecution, 
and that Jesus hnd all the more reason to apprehend this persecution. There is 
no hint whatever of the supposed fact that the Pharisee.~ had delivered John 
over to Herod. This explanation is based merely upon an attempt [\t lrnr
monizing, in order to make this journey l:ack to Galilee the same with tba\ 
namcu in Matt. iv. El. See on iii. 2i. 
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stratur," Tertu1lian. A pretext for this lay in the fact that 
John did himself baptize. But why did not Jesus Himself 
baptize? Not because it was incumbent on Him only to 
preach (1 Cor. i. 1 7) ; there must have been a principle 
underlying His not baptiziug, seeing that John, without 
limitation, made it so prominent (against Thomas, Lyra, 
Maldonatus, and most) ; not, again, because He rnust hare 
baptized unto Himself (so already Tertull de bapt. 11), for lle 
could have done this ; not even for the clear preservation of 
the truth : "that it is He who baptizes all down to the pre
sent day" (Hengstenberg), an arbitrarily invented abstraction, 
and quite foreign even to the N. T. Nonuus hits upon the 
true reason: OU ryap &va~ /3a7TT£,€V Ell voan Bengel well 
says: "baptizare actio ministralis, Acts x. 48, 1 Cor. i. 1 7; 
J obannes minister sua manu baptizavit, discipuli ejus ut 
videtur neminem, at Christus baptizat Spiritu sancto," which 
the disciples had not power to do until afterwards (vii. 39). 
Comp. Ewald. For the rest, ver. 2 does not contain a cor
rection of himself by the evangelist (Hengstenberg and early 
expositors),-for we must not omit to ask why he should not 
at once have expressed himself correctly,-but, on the contrary, 
a correction of the form of the rumour mentioned in ver. I. 
Comp. iii 26. Nonnus: ET~TVµo~ ov 'TT'EXr= ~~µ'TJ. In this 
consists the historical interest of the observation (against Baur 
and Hilgenfeld), which we are not to regard as an unhistorical 
consequence of transporting Christian baptism back to the 
time of Jesus. 

Vv. 4, 5. ''EoEi] from the geographical position; and hence 
the usual way for Galilaean travellers lay through Samaria 
(Josephus, Antt. xx. 6. 1), unless one chose to pass through Perea 
to avoid the hated land, which Jesus has at present no occasion 
to do. Comp. Luke ix. 52. -El~ 'TT'oXiv] towards a city (not 
into, ver. 2 8 ff.). Comp. Matt. xxi. 1 ; see Fritzsche, ad Marc. 
p. 81. - .Zuxap] (not .Zixap, as Elz. has, against the best 
witnesses) is, according to the usual opinion,-though, indeed, 
the Xryoµ,lv1Jv, comp. xi. 54, pointing to an unknown place, 
does not tally with it,-the same town as that called Cl~tf (LXX . 
.ZuxJµ,, comp. Acts vii. 16; also .Z,Kiµ,a, comp. Josephus) in 
Gen. x:xxiii. 18, Josh. xx. 7, J uug. ix. 7, et al. ; after the 
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time of Christ, however, called Neapolis (Joseph. Bell. iv. 8. 1), 
and now N ablus. See Crome, Beschreib. von Pal. I. p. 1 0 2 ff. ; 
Robinson, III. 3 3 6 ; Rosen, in the Zeitschr. d. morgenl. Gesellsch. 
1860, p. 634 ff. Upon the remnant of the Samaritans still 
in this town, see Rogers on the Modern Samaritans, London 
1855; Barges, tes Samaritains de Napl(YIJ.Se, Paris 1855. The 
name ~vxap,1 which Credner quite arbitrarily tries to refer to 
a mere error· in transcription, was accordingly a corruption of 
the old name, perhaps intentional, though it had come into 
ordinary use, and signifying drimlcen town (according to Isa. 
xxviii. 1), or town of lies, or heathen town, after Hab. iii. 18 
(,~~). Reland takes the former view, Lightfoot and Hengsten
berg the latter, Hengstenberg supposing that John himself made 
the alteration in order to describe the lying character of the 
Samaritans-quite against the simplicity of the narrative in 
general, and the express 'A.eryoµev1w in particular. This A€"foµ., 
and the difference in the name, as well as the following 7TA1J

u{ov, etc., and ver. 7, suggest the opinion that Sychar was a 
distinct town in the neighbourhood of Sychem (Hug, Luthardt, 
Lichtenstein, Ewald, Bri.ickner, Baeumlein). See especially 
Delitzsch, in Guericke's Luth. Zeitschr. 18 5 6, p. 244 ff.; Ewald, 
Jahrb. VIII. 2 5 5 ff., and in his Johann. Sehr. I. 181. The 
name may still be discovered in the modern al Askar, east of 
N ablus. Schenkel still sees here an error of a Gentile-Christian 
author. - The xwptov belonged to Sychem (Gen. xxxiii. 19, 
xlviii. 22, LXX. Josh. xxiv. 32),2 but must have lain in the 
direction of Sychar. -7r'A.17ulov] the town lay in the neigh
boitrhood of the field, etc. Here only in the N. T., very often 
in the classics, as a sim21le adverb. 

Ver. 6. ll77'Y~ ,-oii 'laKw,8] a spring-well (ver. 11), the 
making of which tradition ascribed to Jacob. It is still in 
existence, and regarded with reverence, though there is no 
spring-water in it. See Robinson, III. p. 330; Ritter, XVI. 634. 
The ancient sacredness of the spot made it all the more worthy 
of being specially noted by John. - ot'.J,-ws-J thus, without 

1 Concerning the Talmudic name i:m,, see Wieseler, Synopse, p. 256 ff. 
2 The LXX. in Gen. xlviii. 22 render tl~t,:i by I/,.,,,_11., the error being that they 

took the Hebrew word directly as a name,· whereas it is only an allusion to thd 
town Sichem. 
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further ado, Just as He was, without any ceremony or prepara
tion, "ut locus se obtulerat," Grotius; a?T:X.w,;- w,;- ewxe, Chry
sostom. See Ast, Lex. Plat. II. p. 495; Nagelsbach, z. llias, 
p. 63, ed. 3. The rendering" tired as He was" (Erasmus, Beza, 
Winer, Hengstenberg), so that the preceding participle is 
repeated in meaning (see Bornemann in Rosenmilller's Rep. II. 
p. 246 ff., Ast, l.c.; Stallbaum, ad Plat. Protag. p. 314 C), 
"·ould require the ouTo:i;- to be placed before, as in Acts xxvii. 
1 7, xx. 11. - E?Tl Tfi '1TTJ'Yfi] at the well, denoting immediate 
proximity to it, ver. 2 ; Mark xiii 2 9 ; Ex. ii. 15. See 
Bernhardy, p. 249; Reisig, ad Oed. Col. 281; Ellen<lt, Lex. 
Soph. I. 541. - ~pa ... e'n17J noon, mid-day; Uxto,;- ~PTJ, 
Nonnus. Here again we have not the Ron1an reckoning 
(see on i. 40), though the evening1 was the more usual time 
for drawing water. Still we must not suppose that, because the 
time was unusual, it was intended thereby that Jesus might 
know, in connection therewith, " that the woman was given Him 
of the Father" (Luthardt, p. 80). Jesus knew that, indepen
dently of the hour. But John could never forget the hour, so 
important in its issues, of this first preaching to the Samaritan 
woman, and therefore he names it. Comp. i. 40. 

Vv. 7-9. I'uv~ h T. ~ aµ,ap.J to be taken as one desig
nation, a Samaritan-woman. John gives prominence to the 
country to which she belonged, to prepare the way for the 
characteristic features of the following interview. It is not 
the town two miles distant (Sebaste) that is meant, but the 
country. - avT:X.170-at vowp J The modern Nablus lies half 
an hour distant from the southern well, and bas many wells 
of its own close by; see Robinson, III. 3 3 3. It is therefore all 
the more probable that Sychar, out of which the woman came,2 

was a separate town. As to the forms 1re-'iv and ?T'iv (so Jacobs, 
Del. epigr. vi. 78), see Herm. Herodian. § 47; Buttmann, N. 

1 If it had been six o'clock in the evening (as even Isenberg in the Lutlier. 
Zeitschr. 1868, p. 454 ff., maintains, for the sake of xix. 14), how much too short 
would the remainder of the day be for all that follows down to ver. 40 I We 
must allow a much longer time, in particular, for vv. 28- 30, and yet ver. 35 still 
presupposes bright daylight. 

2 That, considering the sacred character of the water, she did not hesitate about 
the distance of the well from Sychem (Hengstenberg), is without any hint in th11 
w-;+_ 
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T. Gr. p. r; S [E. T. p. 6 6], who prefers 1r'iv, though this is 
regarded by :Fritzsche (de conform. Lachm. p. 27) as the mis
take of a copyist. AI, to the phrase Uowµ,i 7TLE£v, without any 
object expressed, see Krtiger, § 5 5. 3. 21. It is an arbitrary 
supposition in itself, to imagine, as Hengstenberg does, that 
this " Give me to drink" had underlying it "a spiritual sense," 
" Give me spiritual refreshment (by thy conversion)," and is 
opposed to ver. 8, which by no means gives a general reason 
why Jesus entered into conversation with the woman; for He 
might have done this in the apostles' presence, though, ac
cording to Hengstenberg, He must have sent them away (all 
excepting J ohn1 ), on purpose to have an undisturbed interview 
with the woman. All this is mere imagination. - Ver. 8. 
,yap] The reason why he asked the services of the woman; 
the disciples, whose services he would otherwise have claimed, 
were absent. - t'va -rpoef>ar; aryop.] According to later tradition 
(" Samaritanis panem comedere aut vinum bibere prohibitum 
est," Raschi, ad Sota, 515), this would not have been allowed. 
But the separation could not have been so distinctly marked 
at that time, especially as to commercial dealings and inter
course with the Galileans, since their road lay through Samaria. 
Jesus, moreover, was raised above these hostile divisions which 
existed among the people (Luke ix. 52). -Ver. 9. The woman 
recognised that Jesus was a Jew by His lang'uage, and not by 
His accent merely. - 1rwr;] qui fit ut. The words of the 
woman indicate the pert feminine caprice of national feeling. 
There is no ground whatever for supposing (Hengstenberg) 
that the woman had at this stage any presentiment that He 
who addressed her was any other than an ordinary Jew. - ov 
,yap, K.-r.X.] not a parenthesis, but the words of the evangelist. 
-Jews with Samaritans, without the article. 

Ver. 10. Jesus certainly recognised at once the siisceptibility 
of the woman ; allowing, therefore, His own need to stand in 
abeyance, He began the conversation, which was sufficiently 
striking to excite at once the full interest of her sanguine 
temperament, though at the outset this interest was nothing 

1 W110 must, e.ccording to Godet nlso, have remained with Him. A gratui
tous addition, made for the "lurpose of securing e. guarantee for the e.ccw·ucy of 
the nn.rrati ve. 
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but feminine curiosity. - 'T~v Swp. -r. Oeov] the gift of Gvd, 
which you may now partake of by conversation with me. 
Not certainly the person of Jesus Himself (the Greek Fathers, 
Erasmus, Beza, and most others, even Hengstenberg and 
Godet), to which he refers only as the discourse advances 
with the ,ea{ of closer definition. - uv &.v if T77ua~] thou 
wouldest have pi-ayed Hirn (i.e. to give you to drink), and He 
wonld have, etc. Observe the emphatic uv (the request would 
have come from you).-vowp 'wv] The woman takes this 
to mean spring-water, ti•~,:, tl'.'?, Gen. xxvi. 19, Lev. xiv. 5, 
J er. ii. 13, as opposed to water in a cistern. Comp. vivi fontes 
and the like among the Romans ; see W etstein. Christ does 
indeed mean spring-water, but, as in vii. 38, in a spiritual 
sense (comp. ver. 14), namely, God's grace and truth (i. 14), 
which He, who is the possessor of them, communicates by His 
word out of His fnlness, and which in its living, regenerating, 
and, for the satisfying of spiritual need, ever freshly efficacious 
power, is typified by water from the spring. Comp. analogous 
passages, Ecclus. xv. 3, xxiv. 21; Baruch iii. 12; Buxtorf, 
Lex. Talm. p. 2298. He does not mean Himself, His own 
life (Olshausen, Godet, following Epiphanius and most others), 
in the same manner as He speaks of Himself as the bread of 
life, vi. 35, for this is not indicated in any part of the present 
colloquy; nor does He mean faith (iii. 15), as Li.icke thinks, 
nor the Spirit (Calovius, Baumgarten Crusius, Lutharclt, Hof
mann), the gift of which follows the communication of the 
living water. Any reference to baptism (Justin, Cyprian, 
Ambrose, and most others) is quite remote from the text. 
Calvin is substantially right when he sees typified totam 
renovationis gratiam. 

Vv. 11, 12. "Thou canst not mean the spring-water here 
in this well ; you could not give this to me, for thou hast no 
bucket,1 which is needed on account of the depth of the well; 
whence hast thou, therefore, the spring-water yoii speak of? " -

' /1,.,.'A"f'-a., elsewhere the drawinr, of water, is used in the sense of liaustrum. 
Nonuus explains it .... ~., ;;.,.u.,.,.;;pa. (a bucket to draw water).-The woman had 
with her a i,~pia., ver. 28 (comp. ii. 6), but she must also have had an /1.,.,.'A"f'-a., 
provided with a long handle or rope to draw the water up, or at least some con• 
trivauce for letting down the "~P'" itself, 
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1<Vp1e] The T{<; Jcrnv o AE"fCJJV croi, etc., ver. 10, has given 
the woman a momentary feeling of respect, not unmixed with 
irony.-oihe followed by 1Cat is rare, 3 John 10; see )Viner, 
p. 46 0 [E. T. p. 619 J ; Baeumlein, Partilc. p. 2 2 2 ; Klotz, 
ad Devar. 714. - µ,~ crv µ,etl;wv, /C.T.X.] Notice the emphatic 
cru coming first: "thou surely art not greater," etc. ; " thou dost 
not look like that!" Comp. viii. 53. - µ,dl;wv] i.e. more able, 
in a position to give what is better. By him was the well 
given us, and for him it was good enough for him and his 
to drink from ; yet thou speakest as if thou hadst another and 
a better spring of water ! The woman dwells upon the enig
matical word of Christ at first, just as Nicodemus did, iii. 4, 
hut with more cleverness and vivacity, at the same time more 
pertly, and with feminine loquacity. - Tov 7raTpo,; ~µ,wv] 
for the Samaritans traced their descent back to Joseph. 
Josephus, Antt. vii. 7. 3, viii. 14. 3, xi. 8. 6. They certainly 
were not of purely heathen origin (Hengstenberg) ; see Keil 
on 2 Kings xvii. 24; Petermann in Herzog's Encykl. XIII. 367. 
-8,; low"ev, /C.T.X.J a Samaritan tradition, not derived from 
the 0. T. - 1rnt avTo<;, "-T.X.] Katis simply and, neither for 
1Cat 5,;, nor and indeed. The 0peµ,µ,aTa are the cattle (Plato, 
Polit. p. 2 61 .A. ; Xen. Oec. xx. 2 3 ; Ages. ix. 6 ; Herodian. 
iii. 9. 17; Josephus, Antt. vii. 7. 3), not ser1:ants (Majus, 
Kypke),1 whom there was no need specially to name; the 
mention of the herds completes the picture of their nomadic 
progenitor.-· To f;oc,,p To l;wv] which thou hast to give; 
ver. 10. 

Vv. 13, 14. Not an explanation, but (comp. iii. 5) a carry
ing out of the metaphor, to lead the woman nearer to its 
higher import.-To1hov] referring to the well.-ov µ,~ 
oi,fr. €£<; T. alwva] "will certainly not thirst for ever," 
antithesis to fleeting bodily refreshment, ver. 13. Comp. 
vi. 34. That heavenly grace and truth which Christ communi
cates, when received by faith into the inner life, for ever supplies 
what we need in order to salvation, so that the lack of this 

1 The word, the general meaning of which is quicquid enutritur, is found on 
inscriptions o.s applied to slaves; it is used of children likewise in the classics 
(Valek. Diatr. p. 249), wi in Soph. Phil. 243; comp. Oed. Re:c, 1143. It dote 
not occur in the LXX. or Apocryphe.. 



208 THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

srrtisfaction is never felt, beca~lSe the supply 1s always there. 
Dengel admirably remarks : " Sane aqua ilia, quantum in se 
est, perenncm habet virtutem ; et ubi sitis recurrit, hominis 
non aquae defectus est." The expression in Ecclus. xxiv. 20: 
oi 7Tll/01/TE>; JJ,E (Wisdom) en oi-.fnjo-ovcn, rests upon a different 
view of the continuity of enjoyment, namely, that of the in
dividual moments passing in the continual alternation of desire 
and satisfaction, and not of the unity which they make up, 
and of their condition as a whole. - "fEv1o-eTa£ ev ainp, 

K,T.>...] the positive effect following the negative (and hence 
To i:,owp & owo-w aimjJ is emphatically repeated) : divine grace 
and truth appropriated by faith will so energetically develope 
their life in hiui in inexhaustible fulness, that its full impelling 
power endures unto eternal Messianic life. Upon his entrance 
into the Messiah's kingdom (comp. iii. 3, 5), the man takes 
along with him this inner living power of divine xapt<; Kat 
a>..10eia, vi. 2 7. - /1,>.,)l.eo-0ai elr;, to spring up into, often also 
in the classics (Hom. Il. a. 537; Xen. Mem. i. 3. 9), but 
with reference to water here only. A Greek would say 1Tpope'iv 
el;; ; still the word in the text is stronger and more vivid. 
The tw11 alwv. is conceived of locally, in keeping with the 
comparison of a widespreading spring ; to render e l r; "reaching 
to everlasting life" (B. Crusius, Luthardt, Bruckner, Ewald), 
arbitrarily lets go the concrete comparison, one of the main 
features in which is endless power of springing up. This 
description of the well springing up into everlasting life is the 
finishing touch of the picture. On· elr; t. al., see ver. 36. 

Vv. 15, lG. The woman as yet having no apprehension of 
the higher meaning of the water spoken of (against B. Crusius, 
Lange), yet being in some degree perplexed, asks, not in irony, 
as Lightfoot and Tholuck think, but sincerely, for this wonder
ful water, which at any rate must be of great use to her.
Jesus breaks off suddenly, and commences, by a seemingly 
unimportant request, " Call thy husband," to lay hold of the 
woman in her inner life, so that the beginnings of faitk in 
Him might be connected witk His supernatural knowledge of 
ker peciiliar moral relations. This process must be accom
panied with the awalcening in her of a sense of quilt (see ver. 
2 9), and thus pave the way for µ,eTavota; and who dare deny 
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that, besides the immediate object, this may have been in
cluded in the purposes of Jesus ? though He does not directly 
rebuke, but leaves the feeling to operate of itself (against 
Strauss and most others). - cf,w117JU. T. d.11opa uov] We are 
not to ask here what the husband was to do (Chrysostom, 
Euthymius Zigabenus : " that he might partake with her of 
the gift of salvation that was before her;" so also Lucke) ; 
because the command was only an apparent one, not seriously 
intended, for Jesus knew the relations of the woman, and did 
not merely discover His prophetic gift by the answer she gave, 
as Liicke and Godet quite gratuitously assume. The T. d.11opa 
uov was the sore spot where the healing was to begin. Accord
ing to Lange, L. J. II. p. 5 3 0 f., it would have been unseemly 
if Jesus, now that the woman showed a willingness to become 
His disciple (?), had continued to converse longer with her in 
her husband's absence ; His desire, therefore, was in keepin~ 
" with the highest and finest sense of social propriety." But 
the husband was nothing more than a paramour!- '1X0e] in 
the sense of come back, as the context shows. See Hom. Od. a. 
408, /3. 30; Xeu. Anab. ii. 1. 1, v. 1. 4; Baruch iv. 37; 
Tobit i. 18; Heind. ad Plat. Prat. p. 310 C. Comp. xiv. 18; 
Luke xix. 13. 

Vv. 17, 18. The woman is taken aback; her light, naive, 
bantering manner is now completdy gone, and she quickly 
seeks to shun the sensitive point with the answer, true only 
in words, otl,c exw d.11opa; but Jesus goes deeper still. -
,caXw~] rightly, truly; viii. 48 ; Matt. xv. 7; Luke xx. 39. 
Bow far truly, what follows shows,-namely, only relatively, 
and therefore the approval is only apparent, and in some 
degree ironical.-d.11opa OV/C exw] "a hitsband l have not j" 
as it is the conception of a11~p which Jesus has to emphasizt!, 
it stands first.-'lf'EIITE ,yap, tC.T.X.] It is doubtful whether 
she really had five successive husbands, from whom she had 
been separated either by death or by divorce, or whether 
Jesus included paramours, using d.11opar:; in a varying sense 
according to the varying subjects; or whether, again, He meant 
that all five were scortatores (Chrysostorn, Maldonatus, aml 
most others). The first supposition is to be adopted, because 
the present man, who is not her husband, stands in contrast 

0 
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with the former husbands. She had been tlrnrefore five time~ 
married (snch a history had already seared her conscienct,, ver. 
2 9 ; how ? is not stated), and nov;r she was either a widow or 
a divorced wife, and had a paramour (voOov a,cofr11v, Nonnus), 
who lived with her as a husband, but really was not her 
husband (hence the ou,c [CTT£ is emphr,tically put first). To 
interpret the story of the five husbands as a whole as a syrn
bolical history qf the Samaritan nation (according to 2 Kings 
xvii. 24 ft: ; Josephus, Antt. ix. 14. 3 : 1revTe WV1'/ ... [,caCTTuv 
,o,ov Oeov d(, ~aµ,ap. Koµ,{uavTe(,), either as a divinely intended 
coincidence (Hengstenberg, Kostlin, comp. Baumgarten and 
Scholten), or as a type in the mind of the evangelist (W eiz
sacker, p. 38 7), so that the symbolic meaning excludes any 
actual fact (Keim, Gesch. J. p. 116), or again as :fiction (B. 
Bauer), whose mythical basis was that history (Strauss), is 
totally destitute of any historical warrant. For the man 
whom the woman now had must, symbolically understood, 
rP,present Jehovah; and He had been the God of the Samari
tans before the introduction of false gods, and therefore it 
would have been more correct to speak of six husbands 
(Heracleon actually read e~). But how incredible is it, that 
Jesus would represent Jehovah under the similitude of a 
paramour (for the woman was now living in concubinage), 
and the "fivefold heathenism" of the nation under the 
type of real marriages ! - For the rest, the knowledge which 
Jesus had of the woman's circumstances was immediate and 
sil'lJernatural. To assume that He had ascertained her history 
from others (Paulus, Ammon), is OJJposed to the Johannean 
view; while the notion that the disciples introduced into the 
history what they afterwards discovered (Schweizer, p. 139) 
is psychologically groundless, if once we admit that Jesus 
possessed a knowledge of the moral state of others (and here 
we have not merely a knowledge of outward circumstances,
against De Wette) beyond that attainable by ordinary means.1 

Lange invents the strange and unnecessary (ii 24 f.) addition, 
that "the psychical effects produced by the five husbands 
upon the woman were traceable in her manner and mien, and 

1 We must not therefore suppose, as Ewald does, that Jesus named simply o 
rou1id number of husbands, which in a wonderful manner turned out to be right. 
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these were recognised by Jesus." - u:X110i.,] as something true. 
See Winer, p. 433 [E. T. p. 582]. Comp. Plato, Gorg. p. 
493 D: 'TovT' a">..110i,nepov eip11,car;; Soph. Phil. 909; Lucian, 
IJ. M. vi. 3; Tim. 20. 

Vv. 19, 20. The woman now discerns in Jesus the man of 
God endowed with higher knowledge, a prophet,1 and puts to 
Him accordingly-perhaps also to leave no further room for 
the unpleasant mention of the circumstances of her life which 
had been thus unveiled-the national religious question ever in 
dispute; a question which does not, indeed, imply a presenti
ment of the superiority of the Jews' religion (Ewald), but one, 
the decision of which might be expected from such a prophet 
as she now deemed Him to be. The great national interest 
in this question (see Josephus, Antt. xiii. 3. 4) is sufficient to 
remove any apparent improbability attaching to it as coming 
from the lips of this morally frivolous woman (against Strauss, 
B. Bauer). Luthardt thinks that she now wished to go in 
prayer for the forgiveness of her sins to the holy place ap
pointed, and only desires to know where 1 on Gerizim or in 
Jerusalem. But she has not arrived at this stage yet; she 
does not give any intimation of this, she does not call the 
place a place of expiation (this also against Lange); and Jesus, 
in His answer, gives no hint to that effect. Her seeking after 
religious information is still theoretical merely, laying bold 
upon a matter of popular controversy, naive, without any depth 
of personal anxiety, as also without any thought about the 
fundamental difference between the two nations, which Heng
stenberg attributes to her as a representative of the Samari
tans, one who first wished to remove the stumbling-block 
between the nations; see ver. 25. - 0ewpw] '11'Eptu,co7TEtTat 
,cai 0avµa,et, Chrysostom. - oi 7T'a'Tiper; ~µ.] As vµe'i<, stands 
opposed, we must not go back to Abraham and Jacob (accord
ing to a tradition based upon Gen. xii. 6 ff., xiii. 4, xxxiii. 20), 
as Chrysostom, Euthymius Zigabenus, and many others, even 
Kuinoel and Baumgarten Crusius, do ; we must simply take 
the reference to be to the ancestors of the Samaritans as far 
back as the building ot the temple on Mount Gerizim in the 

1 Comp. 1 Sam. ix. 9 ; in Greek and Latin writers : Hom. ll. i. 70 ; Hesio<l, 
Tlieog. 38; Virgil, Georg. iv. 392 ; llfaci-oLius, Sat. i. 20. 5. 
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time of Nehemiah. - lv T~3 op€t TOtJTcp] pointing to Gerizim, 
between which and Ebal the town of Sychem (and Sychar) 
lay. The temple there had already been destroyed by John 
Hyrcanus; but the site itself, which Moses had already fixed 
as that wherein the blessings of the law were to be spoken 
(Deut. xi. 29, xxvii. 12, 13), was still held sacred by the 
people (comp. Josephus, Antt. xviii. 4. 1; Bell. iii. 7. 32), 
especially also on account of Deut. xxvii. 4 (where the Sama
ritan text has i:l'l''1J instead of ~:!'.ii), and is so even at the 
present day. See Robinson, III. p. 319 ff. ; Ritter, Erdk. 
XVI. p. 638 ff.; Abulfathi, Annab. Barnar. arab. ed., ed. 
Vilmar, 1865, Proleg. 4. Concerning the rui~ on the top 
of the mountain, see especially Barges, as before, p. 10 7 ff. 

Ver. 21. Jesus decides neither for the one place nor for 
the other ; nor, on the other hand, does He pronounce both 
wrong (B. Crusius) ; but now that His aim is to give her the 
living water, divine grace and truth, He rises to the higher 
point of vww of the futui·e, whence both the local centres and 
limitations of God's true worship disappear; and the question 
itself no longer arises, because with the triumph of His work 
all outward localizing of God's worship comes to an end, not 
indeed absolutely, but as fettering the freedom of the outward 
service. - ?Tpou,cvv1u.] As spoken to the woman, this refers 
not to mankind generally (Godet), nor to the Israelites of both 
forms of religion (Hilgenfeld, comp. Hengstenberg), but to the 
future conversion of the Samaritans, who thus would be freed 
from the ritual on Mount Gerizim (which is therefore named 
first), but were not to be brought to the ritual in Jerusalem, 
and therefore iv 'I1:pouo"h. has its warrant with reference to 
the Samaritans (against Hilgenfeld in the Theol. Jahrb. 1857, 
p 517; and in his Zeitschr. 1863, p. 103). The divine 
ordainment of the temple service was educational. Christ 
was its aim and end, its 'ITA,/,pwutc;; the modern doctrine of 
the re-establishing of Jerusalem in its grandeur is a chiliastic 
dream (see Rom. xi. 27, note). -T<p ?TaTp{] spoken from the 
standing-point of the future converts, to whom Goel, through 
their faith in the Reconciler, would be Father : " Tacite novi 
foederis suavitatem innuit," Grotius. 

Ver. 22. Jesus has answered the question as to the where 



CIIAP. IV. 2:?. 213 

of worship ; Ile now turns, unasked, to the o'&ject of ,rnrship, 
and in this He pronounces in favour of the Jews. The chain 
of thought is not: " as matters now stand," and so on (Liicke 
and most others); such a change of time must have been in
dicated. - & ouK oi'oaH] ye worship what ye know not. God 
is meant, who is named not personally, but by the neuter, 
according to His essence and character, not as He who is wor
shipped, but as that which is worshipped (comp. the neuter, 
Acts xvii. 23, according to the more correct reading); and 
this is simply God Himself, not Ta 'TOV 0€0V or 'Ta 7Tpo<; 'TOV 

0Eov (Liicke), which would not be in keeping with the con
ception expressed in wpou,wve'iv; for what is worshipped is 
not what pertains to God, but God (comp. vv. 21, 23, 24). 
The ou,c oi'oa-r€ is to be understood relatively; comp. vii. 28. 
As the Samaritans received the Pentateuch only, they were 
without the developed revelation of God contained in the 
subsequent books of the 0. T., particularly in the Prophets, 
especially the stedfast, pure, and living development of 
Messianic hope, which the Jews possessed, so also they had 
lost, with the temple and its sacred shrines, the abiding pre
sence of the Deity (Rom. iii. 2, ix. 4, 5). Jesus, therefore, 
might well speak of their knowledge of God, in comparison 
with that of the Jews (~µE'ir;), who possessed the full revelation 
and promise, as ignorance ; and He could regard this great 
superiority ot the Jews as unaffected by the monotheism, how
ever spiritual, of the Samaritans. According to de W ette, 
whom Ebrard follows, the meaning is : " ye worship, and in 
so doing, ye do what ye know not,"-which is said to refer to 
the arbitrary and unhistorical manner in which the Samaritan 
worship originated. According to this, the o ,vould have to 
be taken as in & oe vvv ,w, Gal. ii. 20 (comp. Bengel), so that it 
would denote the wpouKUVTJUi<; itself, which is accomplished in 
the wpou,cvvE'iv (see Bernhardy, p. 106). But in that case it 
would have been more logical to write & uµe'i<; wpouKVVEtTE, Oun; 

oi'oa-re. Tittmann, Morus, Kuinoel, also erroneously say that o 
stands for ,ca0' o, pro vestra ignorantia. It is the accusative 
of the object, in which is included the dative, or even the 
accusative of the demonstrative (for wpouKuv. is construed in 
both ways; see Lobecl~, ad Phyrn. p. 463).-~µe,-.J i.e. 
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Jews, without a conjunction, and hence all the more emphatic. 
According to tlie whole connection, it must mean we Jews, not 
Chri-stians, as if nµ,f'ir; were intended in the Gnostic sense to 
denote, as something altogether new, the distinctively Chris
tian consciousness, as contrasted with the unconscious worship 
of the Israelitish race in its Samaritan and Jewish branches 
(Hilgenfeld, comp. his Zeitschr. 1863, p. 213 ff.). That Jesus, 
being Himself a Jew (Gal. iv. 4; John i. 11), should reckon 
Himself among the Jews, cannot be thought strange in the 
antithesis of such a passage as this. But in what follows, 
the Lord rises so high above this antithesis between Samaritan 
and Jew, that in the future which He opens up to view 
(vv. 23, 24), this national distinctiveness ceases to have any 
significance. Still, in answer to the woman's question, He 
could simply and definitely assign to the Jews that superiority 
which historically belonged to them before the manifestation 
of that higher future; but He could not intend " to set her 
free from the unreality of her national existence" (Luthardt), 
but rather, considering the occasion which presented itself, 
could make no concession to the injury of the rights of His 
patriotism as Messiah, based as this was upon historical fact 
and upon the divine purpose (Rom. i 16). -ori ;, uwT., 

K.T.">...] because salvation (of course, not without the uwT~P, 

though this is not namecl) proceeds from the Jews (not from 
the Samaritans),-a general doctrinal statement, incontestably 
true, based upon the promise to Abraham, Gen. xii. ( comp. 
Isa. ii. 3 ; Mic iv. 2), concerning the CTWT1Jpla of the Messiah's 
kingdom, whose future establishment is represented as 1Jresent, as 
is natural in such an axiomatic statement of historic fact. As 
salvation is of the Jews, this design of their existence in the 
economy of grace constitutes the reason (on) why they, as a 
nation, possessed the true and pure revelation of God, whose 
highest culmination and consummation is that very CTWT'T}p{a ; 
comp. Rom. ix. 4, 5. It must not, indeed, be overlooked that 
nµ,f'i,; ... otoaµ,ev was not true of every individual of the nµ,f'i,r; 

(not of those who rejected the CTWT1Jp{a), but refers to the nation 
as a whole in its ideal existence as the people of God, whose 
prerogative as such could not be destroyed by empirical excep
tious. Thus the invisible church is hidden in the visible. 
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Vv. 23, 24. But 1 this antithesis will also disappear (comp. 
ver. 21) by the 'TT'pocr,cuvEtv of the true (i.e. answering to the 
ideal of such, comp. i. 19) worshippers of God, whose time 
is coming, yea, already is present (inasmuch as Jesus harl 
already gathered round Him a small band of such worship
pers). He could not add Ka~ vvv EG'TW to the epx. /JJpa of 
ver. 21. - EV 'TT'VEvµan "· aj\710.] expresses the element 
wherein the 'TT'pocr,cvvei.v is carried on in its two closely con
nected parts, viz.: (1) In spirit; i.e. the worship does not consist 
in outward acts, gestures, ceremonies, limitations of time and 
place, or in anything pertaining to the sphere of sense ; it has 
to do with that higher spiritual nature in man which is the 
substratum of his moral self-consciousness, and the seat of 
his true moral life, manifesting itself in thoughts, feelings, 
efforts of will, moods of elevation, excitements, etc.; otherwise 
the 7rpocr,cvV7Jut~ would belong to the sphere of the crapg merely, 
which is the opposite of true worship. Comp. Rom. i 9: 
,;, j\a,TpEVW EV T<f 'TT'VEvµaTt µov. It is self-evident, from both 
the 0. T. and N. T. view, that the 'TT'vevµa in which this takes 
place is influenced by the divine 'TT'VEvµa ( comp. Rom. viii. 
14-16, 26); but we must not take ev 'TT'vevµan (ver. 24) to 
denote objectively the Divine Spirit (Luthardt, Bruckner, 
na.umlein, following the early expositors). The 'TT'pocr,cuv11ui~ 
ev 'TT'vevµ. is Xoryi,c~, Rom. xii. 1 ; it does not in itself exclude 
the ritus externos, but it does exclude all mechanical ritualism, 
and all opus opcratum. (2) In truth, not "in sincerity, 
honesty," which would be greatly too weak a meaning after 
oi aXT}0wot, but, so that the worship harmonizes with its 
object, not contradicting but corresponding with God's nature 
a.nd attributes. Otherwise it belongs to the sphere of the 
,Jrevoo,, either conscious or unconscious ; this ,JrEvOo,, and not 
<TKla or TU'TT'Ol, is the antithesis of aX710e{a. -'1T'pO<T/CVV1JT~~. 

save only in Eustathius and Hesychius, occurs only in 
Inscript. Chandl. p. 91. - "!2 t 'Yap, "· T. j\_] jor the Father 

• <tAA~, yet, as contrasted, not with the;, .,.,,,..,:a;;,..-. '1,.l,.,.,, i.-.-/, (Hilgen
feltl, as if I''' ... ~. were there), but, as is clear from wlint follows (the true "'r'"'" 
am,,), with the "I'';' ... ,:Cal'"· Bacumlcin regards it ns an inteusificu a,ldition 
to ver. 21, "yea, tlie !tour is cuming." But thus ver. 22 would be arbilrarily 
overleapeu. 
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also, etc. The Kai denotes that what the 7rpouKVV1JTal do on 
their part is also what the Father Him,sclf desires. Luther, 
n. Crusius, Tholuck, Hengstenberg, and most others, errone
ously render it as if it were Kal rydp ToiovTou, or Kal ryti,p 
l,;17TE'i. The emphasis given by Ka£ in tcal ryap always rests 
upon the word immediately following (even in 1 Cor. xiv. 8); 
Stallbaum, ad Plat. Garg. p. 46 7 B. It does not elsewhere 
occur in John. Usually the tcal has been overlooked ; but 
the Vulgate rightly renders: "nam et pate1·." - l,;17'Tf'i] accord
ingly He desires. Comp. Herod. i. 94; John i. 39, iv. 27, al. 
ToiovTou~ is with marked emphasis put first: of this charac
ter He desires His worshippers to be. - 'TT"VEvµ,a o 0€o~, IC,T.A.] 
The predicate emphatically stands first ( comp. i. 1 : 0eo~ ~v o 
'X.oryo~) : a Spirit is God, etc. Here God's nature is added to 
His will (ver. 23), as a further motive for true worship,1 to 
which the nature and manner of the 7rpou,cvv17<Ti~ on man's 
part must correspond. How utterly heterogeneous would be a 
carnal and spurious worship with the perfectly pure and holy 
nature of God, completely raised above every limit of sense, 
of place, of particularism, and of all need of gifts, simply 
because He is Spirit! whereas a spiritual and true worship 
is 0eo7rpE7r7J~ ,c. tcaTa'"A.'X.17'"A.o~, Euthymius Zigabenus, and is 
homogeneons with the idea of God as Spirit. 

Vv. 25, 26. The woman is struck by Christ's answer, but 
she does not yet understand it, and she appeals to the Messiah ; 
Xpt<TT<f' Xpi<TTov e'"A.egev, Nonnus. Well says Chrysostom: 
el">..iryryla<TEV ~ ryuv71 (she grew dizzy) 7rpo~ 'Tit A.ex0ivTa, Kal 
ar,17,yopeu<TE r.po~ 'TO v,Jro~ 'TWV elp17µ,evwv, tcal tcaµ,ov<Ta cf.KOU<TOV 
Tt <p1Jaw, tc,T.'"A.. The presentiment that Jesus Himself was 

1 n .. ;;.,,,. J M, is not to be conjoined with the assumption of e. corporeity be· 
longing to God (in answer to the concessions of Hnmberger in the Jahrb. f. D. 
Tit. 1867, p. 421). Jesus might take it for granted that every one who belongetl to 
the 0. T. monotheism understood that God is a Spirit, accortling to Ex. xx. 4, 
Jer. xx.xi. 3; and it is by no means necessary to reler to the traces ot Samaritan 
spiritualism, in order to make the expression more intelligible o.s addressed to 
the woman (Gesenius, de Tfteol. Sam. p. 12; de Pentat. Sam. orig. p. 58 ff.). 
n., • .,,., must not be regartled as indicating something new in comparison with 
the 0. T. (Lutz, bibl. Dogm. p. 45 ; Kostlin, Lehrbegr. p. 79), but as something 
known, and emphasized with conesponding impressiveness on account or its 
importance. Comp. Hofmann, Scltriftbew. I. 68 ll.; Weiss, Lehrbe9r. J:lP· 54, 55. 
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the Messiah is· not to be recognised in her words (against 
Luthardt) ; yet these are neither evasive nor abrupt (Liicke, 
de Wette), but the expression of the need of the manifestation 
of the Messiah, which was deeply felt in this moment of 
profound impression,-a need which Jesus perceived, and 
immediately satisfied by the declaration that followed. The 
Samaritans, sharing the national hope of the Jews, and taking 
their stand upon the Messianic passages in the Pentateuch 
(such as Gen. xv., xlix. 10, Num. xxiv., and especially Deut. 
xviii. 15), were expecting the Messiah,1 whom they called ::i~;;;:i 

or ::i~1;1;:i (now el Muhdy; see Robinson, III. 320), whose mission 
they apprehended less in a political aspect, though also as the 
restoration of the kingdom of Israel, and the re-establishment of 
the Gerizim-worship, yet merely as the result of human work
ing. See Gesen. de theol. Sam. p. 41 ff., and ad carrnina Sam. 
p. 7 5 f.; Barges, passim; Vilmar, passim. Against B. Bauer's 
unhistorical assertion, that at that time the Samaritans had 
no Messianic belief (Evang. Gesch. Joh. Beil. p. 415 ff.), see 
B. Crusius. M euu la,; (without the article, as in i. 42) is 
uttered by the woman as a proper name, and thus she adopted 
the Jewish title, which was doubtless well known in Samaria, 
and the use of which might be so closely connected with a 
feeling of respect for the highly gifted Jew with whom she was 
conversing, that there is no adequate ground for the assumption 
that the evangelist puts the word into her mouth (Ammon). 
-?TaVTa] used in a popular indefinite sense. - i,yw dµt] 
I am He, i.e. the Messiah, ver. 25, the simple usual Greek 
expression, and not in imitation of Deut. xxx:ii. 39. Observe 
the plain and direct avowal, in answer to the guilelessness of 
the Samaritan woman, whose faith was now ready to acknow
ledge Him, (comp. Chrysostom). The consideration of the 
special circumstances, and of the fact that here there was no 
danger of a political abuse of the avowal (vi. 15), obviates the 
se':!ming contradiction between this early confession and Matt. 
viii. 4, xvi. 20. 

1 The Samaritan name :ll"lt!ii1 or :li1Mi1 is by some rer,dered the convert Pr ( so 
Gcsenius and Ewald), and by others the returnin!J one (Moses), ns Sacy, Juyn-
1Joll (Commentar. in hist. gentis Sam. L. B. 1846), Hengstenberg. Both nro 
lingnisticnlly admissible ; the latter, considering Deut, xviii. 15, is the must 
11robable. 
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Ver. 27. 'E1rl 'Tov,:o>] Here1tpon, while this was going on. 
See Bernhardy, p. 250 ; Winer, p. 367 [E. T. p. 489]. 
Often in Plato. - e0av,u,asov] the descriptive imperfect alter-, 
nates with the simply narrative Aor. See Kuhner, II. 7 4. -
,U,fT(J, ,yvvau,os-] with a woman; for they had yet to learn 
the fact that Jesus rose above the Rabbinical precepts, teach
ing that it was beneath the dignity of man to hold converse 
with women, and the directions of the law upon the subject 
(see Lightfoot, Schoettgen, and Wetstein).-ovofls- µ.ev,oi, 
IC.T.X.] reverential fear. - -rt r11u,s-] what desirest thou? i.e. 
what was it that led you to this strange conversation? (i. 
3 9). There is no reason to warrant our taking J.J,fT av,ijs- as 
referring by sfvryµ,a (7rap' av,ijs-) also to s1J,e,s- (Lucke, de 
Wette); and just as little to render S1JTe'iv, .contrary to its 
ordinary meaning, to contend, as if the disciples thought there 
was a discussion prompted by national hostility going on 
(Ewald). - ~] or, i.e. if you want nothing. 

Vv. 28-30. Ovv] in consequence of the disciples' coming, 
which interrupted the interview with Jesus. - acJ,ij,cev, ,c.,.X.] 

"1 t ',.l...e "" \ "" ,.. I f \ \ ov,ws- avTJ...,, 1J ,rp 7rvpi Twv 7rvevµ.an,cwv vaµ.a,wv, ws- ,cat TO 

a-yryos- acJ,eivat ,cal T~V xpe{av, oi' ~v 7raperyeV€TO, Euthymius 
Zigabenus. How great the power of the decisive awakening 
of the new life in this woman! - 'TT"Clv,a ~ua] often thus 
used together in the classics; Xen. A nab. ii. 1. 2 ; Soph. El. 
370, 880, 884; Bornem. ad Anab. i. 10. 3.-e7rol7Jua] 
thus from a sense of guilt she described what Jesus had 
s1id to her. His words were therefore the summary of 
her moral history.-µ.~.i ov,os-, ,c.,.X.] not must he not be 
really the Messiah? as if the question implied an affirmation. 
So Lucke, but against the constant use of µ.~,t as simply 
interrogative, in keeping with which we should rather render 
the words, yet is not perhaps this man the llfessiah? which 
supposes a negative answer; to be explained, however, as arising 
psychologically from the fear and bashfulness of surprise at 
the newly discovered fact, too great for belief. The woman 
uelieves it; but startled at the greatness of the discovery, she 
does not trust herself, and ventures modestly only to ask as 
one in doubt. See on Matt. xii. 23; Baeumlein, Partik. 302. 
Observe in vcr. 30 the change from igijXBov to the vividly 
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dP.scriptive ~pxovTo (see on ver. 27, xx. 3). In the latter 
word the reader sees the crowd coming. Comp. ver. 40, where 
they arrive. 

Vv. 31-34. 'Ev T<p µ,ETa~v] in the meantime (Xen. Symp. 
i. 14; Lucian, V. H. i. 22, D. D. x. 1), after the woman 
had gone, and before the Samaritans came.-Ver. 3 2. Jesus, 
making the sensuous the clothing of the supersensuous (the 
pastu,s animi), speaks from a feeling of inner quickening and 
satisfaction, which He had just experienced from the change 
He had wrought in the Samaritan woman,-a feeling which He 
was to experience still more strongly throughout His divinely 
appointed work onwards until its completion. This inner 
satisfaction now prompts Him to refuse bodily sustenance. 
Observe the emphatic antithesis of e7w and VfiEi,r;. - As to 
{3pwui~, and {3pwµ,a, ver. 34, see on Col. ii. 16. -Ver. 33. In 
the question f'~Tt<;, l(,.T.X., prompted by a misunderstanding of 
His words, the emphasis is upon {ivE"flCEV, "surely no one has 
brought Him," etc. - Ver. 34. eµ,ov /3pwµ,a] i.e. without a 
figure, "what gives me satisfaction and enjoyment is this : I 
have to do what God desires of me, and to accomplish that 
work of redemption which He (avTov emphatically placed 
first) has committed to me" (xvii. 4). Observe (1) that rva 
is not the same as on, which would express objectively the 
actual subject-matter of eµ,ov {3p. ; it rather indicates the 
nature of the {3pwµ,a viewed as to its end, and points to the 
ai1n and purpose which Jesus pursues,-a very frequent use 
of it in John. (2) The present ,roiw denotes continuous 
action, the Aor TEXetwua the act of completion, the future 
goal of the ,roiw. Comp. xvii. 4. 

Ver. 3 5. The approaching townspeople now showed how 
greatly already the rva 1ro1w was in process of accomplishment. 
They were coming through the corn-field, now tinged with 
green; and thus they make the fields, which for four months 
would not yield the harvest, in a higher sense already white 
harvest-fields. Jesus directs the attention of His disciples to 
this ; and with the beautiful picture thus presented in nature, 
He connects further appropriate instructions, onwards to ver. 
aS. - 0 vx vµ,Ei<; XlryETE] that is, at the present season of 
the; year (fo,). The uµ,et\' stands contrasted with what JcSJ.is 
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was about to say, though the antithesis is not expressed in 
what follows by E"fW, because the antithesis of the time stands 
in the foreground.1 The supposition that the disciples had, 
during their walk, made an observation of this kind to each 
other (and this in a theological sense with reference to hoping 
and waiting), as Hengstenberg suggests, is neither hinted at, 
nor is in harmony with the Praesens Af"/ETE. -()T£ ET£ ••• epxe
Tat] Harvest began in the midule of Nisan (Lightfoot, v. 101 ), 
i.e. in April. Consequently the words must have been spoken 
in December, when Jesus, as the seed-time fell in Marchesvan 
(the beginning of November), might be surrounded by sown 
fields already showing tints of green, the harvest of which, 
however, could not be expected for four months to come. We 
render therefore : there are still four months (to wait, iintif) the 
harvest comes. As to the paratactic expression with Kal, instead 
of a particle of time, see Stallbau.m, ad Plat. Symp. p. 220 C; 
Ellendt, Lex. Soph. I. 881. Concerning the bearing of the 
passage upon the chronology, see Wieseler, Synopse, p. 214 ff. 
The taking of the words as proverbial (Lightfoot, Grotius, 
Tittmann, etc., even Liicke, Tholuck, de Wette, Krafft, Ghronol. 
p. 73), as if the saying were a general one: "from seed-time to 
harvest is four months" (seed-time would thus be made to ex
tend into December; comp. Bava Mezia, f. 106, 2), is forbidden, 
not only by the fact that such a proverb occurs nowhere else, 
but by the fact that seed-time is not here mentioned, so that 
b-i (comp. the following ~017) does not rnfer to a point of time 
to be understood, but to the time then present, and by the 
fact, likewise, that the emphasized vµ,e'i,,; would be inexplicable 
and strange in an ordinary proverb (comp. rather Matt. xvi. 2).2 

It is worth while to notice how long Jesus had been in Judaea 
(since April). -TeTpaµ,17voi;] sc. XP6voi;; see Lobeck, ad 
Phryn. p. 549. - Tit<; xwpai;] regiones. They had just been 
sown, and the young seed was now springing up, and yet in 

1 The versatility of thought often in Greek changes the things contrasted as 
the sentence proceeda. See Di.ssen, ad Dern. de cor. 163; Schaef. ad 1'imocr. 
p. i63, 13. 

2 This also is in answer to Hilgenfeld, who takes 1..-, with reference to the pre• 
sent, and not the future, and interprets it: four months are not yet uone, and 
yet the harvest is already here. 'l'!J.iB B~ra.nge rendering derives no suppuri 
\\'illlte\·er from xi 39, 
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another sense they were white for being reaped ; for, by the 
spectacle of the townspeople who were now coming out to 
Christ across these fields, it appeared in concrete manifes
tation before the eyes of the disciples (hence E7rapau Tov-. 
ocpBaXµ,06-., IC.T."'>,..), that now for men the time of conversion 
(of ripeness) was come in the near establishment of the 
Messiah's kingdom, into which, like the harvest produce, 
they might be gathered (comp. Matt. iii. 12). Jesus, there
fore, here gives a prophetic view, not only of the near 
conversion of the Samaritans (Acts viii 5 ff.); but, rising 
above the concrete fact now before them, consequently from 
the people of Sychar who were :flocking through the fields 
of springing green, His prophetic eye .takes in all mankind, 
whose conversion, begun by Him, would be fully accom
plished by His disciples. See especially ver. 38. Godet 
wrongly denies this wider prophetic reference, and confines 
the words to the immediate occurrence, as an improvised 
harvest feast. Such an explanation does not suffice for what 
follows, vv. 36-38, which was suggested, indeed, by the pheno
menon before them, but embraces the whole range of service 
on the part of Christ's disciples in their relation to their Lord. 
If we do not allow this wider reference, ver. 3 8 especially 
will be of very strange import. - o T£] not for, but according 
to common ai,tractian (Winer, p. 581 [KT. p. 781 f.]), that 
they are, etc. - 17077] e1:en now, at this moment, and not after 
four months ; put at the end for emphasis (Stallbaum, ad Plat. 
Phaedr. p. 256 E; ad Menex. p. 235 A). Comp. 1 John iv. 3; 
Ki.ibner, ad Xen. Anab. i. 8. 16. Not, therefore, to be joined 
with what follows (A c.-i. D. E. L. tot. Codd. It. al., Schulz, 
Tisch., Ewald, Ebrard, Godet), which would make the correla
tion with en inappropriate. For the rest, comp, Ovid, Fast. 
v. 3 5 7 : "maturis albescit messis aristis." 

Ver. 36. This harvest--how full of recompense for the reapers 
(i.e. for you, my disciples)! The wages for the reaper's labour 
consist in this, that (,ea~ explicative) he gathers fruit into life 
eternal (this is spoken locally, as denoting the granary, as is 
clear from a-vva,y,i, against Luthardt, who takes ,i-. to denote 
the result); comp. ver. 14, without any figure: "He converts 
men, and thus secures for them an entrance into the Messiah's 
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kingdom." Thereupon, as well the sower (Christ) as tlie 1·eaper 
rejoice together, according to God's ordinance (rva). Chrysos
tom and many others wrongly take u'TT'e{pwv to denote the 
prophets. For oµ,ou, with one verb in the singular and two 
subjects, comp. Hom. Il. a. 61 : el 0~ oµ,ou 'TT"<>°'A.eµ,o,; TE oaµ,~ 
,cal, Mtµ,o,; 'Axatov,;; Soph. Aj. 1058. Here, however, it 
certainly signifies the simultaneousness of the joy, not simply 
joy in common (B. Crusius, Luthardt); for it is the joy of 
har1:est, which the Sower also shares in time of harvest, on 
account of the blessing with which His toil in sowing is now 
crowned. 

V v. 3 7, 3 8. " As well the sower as the reaper, I say, for in 
this case they are different persons." - ev ,yap TovTrp, K.T.>...] 
for herein, in this relation of sowing and reaping, the saying 
(the proverb of ordinary life, Td Xe,yoµ,evov, Plato, Gorg. p. 
44 7 .A ; Phaed. p. 101 D ; Pol. x. p. 6 21 C ; comp. o 'TT'a'Xaio,; 
"A.o,yo,;, Phaed. p. 240 C; Gorg. p. 499 C; Soph. Track. i.) 
has its essential truth, i.e. its proper realization, setting forth 
its idea. Comp. Plat. Tini. p. 26 E: µ,~ '1T'"A.au0lvTa µ,00ov, 
a>..X' a>..110w6v (i.e. a real) "A.o,yov. The reference of the >..070,; 
to the words of the servant, Matt. xxv. 24, which Weizsacker 
considers probable,1 would be very far-fetched; the rendering 
of a)..110ivo,;, however, as equivalent to aX110~,;, 2 Pet. ii. 22 
(de Wette and many others), is quite opposed to the idiosyn
crasy of John ( so also xix.. 3 5 ). The article before aX110.; 
which through want of attention might easily have been 
omitted (B. c.• K. L T.b .d. Or.), marks off the predicate with 
exclusive definiteness. Comp. Bernhardy, p. 322; Kiihner, 
II. 140. With respect to other relations (not lv ToVT(ji), the 
proverb does not express its proper idea.-As to the proverb 
itself, and its various applications, see W etstein. The ,'i>..110w6v 
of it is explained in ver. 38. - l,yw] with emphasis: I, con
sequently the sower in the proverb. -The preterites a'TT'eu
,.e,Xa and eia-EA'TJA. are not prophetic (de Wette, Tholuck), but 

1 Weizsacker, in his harmony of the words of John with those of the Synoptics, 
in which the latter are dealt with very freely (p. 282 ff.), brings in general much 
that is far-fetched into parallelisms which cannot be demonstrated. The intel
lectual independence of personal recollection aml reproduction in John raises hi.w 
above any such 1,earch after Rupposed bon-owinga. 
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the mission and calling of the disciples were already practica11y 
involved in their reception into the apostolate.1 Comp. xvii. 8. 
- aAAO£ and ainwv refer to Jems (whom Olshausen, indeed, 
according to Matt. xxiii. 34, even excludes!), not to the: 
prophets and the Baptist, nor to them together with Christ (so 
the Fathers and most of the early writers, also Lange, Lnthardt, 
Ewald, and most others), nor in a general way to all who 
were instrumental in advancing the preparatory economy 
(Tholuck). They are plurals of catcgo1·y (see on Matt. ii. 20; 
John iii. 11), representing the work of Christ, into which the 
disciples entered, as not theirs, but others' work, i.e. a distinct 
and different labour. But the fact that Jesus was the labourer, 
while self-evident from the connection, is not directly ex
pressed, but with intentional self-renunciation, half concealed 
beneath the plural aX""A.ot. He it was who introduced the 
conversion of mankind; the disciples were to complete it. 
He prepared and sowed the field; they were called upon to do 
what was still further necessary, and to reap. The great toil 
of the apostles in fulfilling their call is not denied; but, when 
compared with the work of Jesus Himself, it was the easier, 
because it was only the carrying on of that work, and was en
couragingly represented under the cheerful image of harvesting 
( comp. Isa. ix. 3 ; Ps. cxxvi. 6). If &A"'A.0£ is to be taken as re
ferring to Philip's work in converting the Samaritans, Acts viii. 
52, upon which Peter and John entered (Baur), or to Paul's 
labour among the heathen, the fruit of which is to be attributed 
to the first apostles (Hilgenfeld), any and every exegetical impos
sibility may be with equal right allowed by a iJ,n-Epov wp/mpov 
of critical arbitrariness. 

Ver. 3 9 ff. Resumption of the historical narrative of ver. 3 0, 
which here receives its elucidation, to which then the con-

1 According to Godet, ,!-.·i.-.-, is to be taken as referring to a summons, dis
covered by him in ver. 36, to the work of reaping among the approaching 
Sycharites. He then takes ,tu ... , ,.,,..,.., to refer to the labour of Jesus in His 
interview with the woman. The latter words are said to have been spoken to 
the disciples, who thought He had been resting during their absence, with a 
"finesse qu'on oserait presque nppeller l~gerement malicieuse," and with an 
"aime.ble sourire." Such weighty thoughts as ~ .... .-.-.).,; and ...... , represent 
nre utterly incompatible with such siJ.e hints and passing references. AnJ. i; 
is a pure invention to find in ver. 36 an '' invitation o prendre la faucille," 
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tinuation of the history attaches itself, vv. 40..:42. As to t11e 
position of the words ,ro">..">..ot £'7T. el~ auT. Twv ~ aµ,., see 
Buttmann, N. T. Gr. p. 332 [E.T. p. 388].- on el,re µ,oi 
,ravTa, N:.T.">...] Indication of conscience ratifying ver. 18. -
Sia TOV AD"/OV auTov] on account of His own word (teaching). 
No mention is made of mfraclcs, but we must not infer from 
this that there was no need of miracles among the Samaritans ; 
see, on the other hand, Acts viii. 6 ff. Jesus found that in 
this case His word sufficed, and therefore upon principle (see 
ver. 48) He forbore to work miracles, and His mighty word 
was all the mightier among the unprejudiced people. - S ,a 
T~v u~v ">..a">..iav] on account of thy discourse. This is the 
meaning of MA£a invariably in classical Greek. The term is 
puiposely chosen, as from the standing-point of the speaker; 
whereas John, as an impartial narrator, with equal appro
priateness, writes Tov ">..6'Yov in ver. 39. As to A.a">..ia in viii 43, 
where Jesus thus designates His own discourse, see in Zoe. 
Observe, besides, the emphatic u~v as contrasted with the 
">..o'Yo~ of Jesus which they themselves (avTot) have now heard. 
- aN:77N:6aµ,ev] the following 8n refers to both verbs. They 
have heard that Jesus was the Messiah, for this became 
evident to them from His words. - o uwT~P Tov N:6uµ,ov] 
not due to the individuality of John (1 John iv. 14), and put 
into the mouths of the people, as Liicke and Tholuck are in
clined to suppose, but a confession quite conceivable as the 
result of the two days' ministry of Jesus; universalism, more
over, being more akin to the Messianic faith of the Samari
tans (see Gesenius, de Samar. theol. p. 41 ff.) than to that of 
the Jews, with their definite and energetic feeling of nationality. 

Note. - The prohibition in Matt. x. 5 militates neither 
against this narrative of John iv. in general, nor in particular 
against the promise of ver. 35 ft It had merely a temporary 
force, and was abrogated again by Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, and 
Acts i. 8 ; and, moreover, it presented no insuperable barrier to 
restrict Jesus in His work (for He did not wholly exclude even 
Gentiles from His teaching). Acts viii. 5 ff. is no proof what
eYer that this history in John is of mythical origin ; it is, on 
the contrary, the fulfilment of the promise given here. Its 
several features are so original, and so pyschologically true, and 
the words of Jesus (see especially vv. 21-24) come so directly 
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rrom the living depths of His soul, that the exceptions taken 
against certain particulars (as, for instance, against the mis
understandings on the part of the woman ; against the ,rnrds 
concerning the food, ver. 32; against the command of Jesus, "Go, 
call thy husband;" against the woman's question concerning the 
place of worship; against the faith of the Samaritans, which is 
said to contradict Luke ix. 53) are of no real weight, and are 
explicable only by the very authenticity of the narrative, not 
by the supposition of an intentional poetizing. This is in 
answer to Strauss, B. Bauer, and partly Weisse; also to Scholten, 
who considers that the author's object was to describe in a 
non-historical picture the spirit which actuated Jesus even 
towards the Samaritans. As a full guarantee for that part of 
the narrative, which the disciples, being absent, could not have 
witnessed, we may, considering the vivid impress of genuine
ness which marks it, fairly assume that Jesus Himself com
municated it to the evangelist, and there is no need for the 
unfounded supposition that (ver. 8) John was left behind with 
Jesus (Hengstenberg, Godet). When, finally, Baur (p. 145 ff.; 
comp. also Hilgenfeld) resolves our history into a typus,-" the 
Samaritan woman being a figure of heathendom, susceptible, 
readily opening itself to faith, and presenting a wide harvest 
field," a contrast to Nicodemus, the type of unsusceptible 
Judaism,-with all this arbitrariness on the part of the inventor, 
it is passing strange, if this were his object, that he (~id not bring 
Jesus into contact with a real heathen woman, for this would 
have been quite as easy to invent; and that he should keep the 
words of the woman so free from the least tinge of anything 
of a heathen nature (ver. 20 ff.), and have put into her mouth so 
clear an expression of Messianic hope (vv. 25, 42),-this bung
ling is quite out of character on the part of such an inventor. 

Vv. 43, 44.1 Ta,c, ovo ~µEipac;-] The article is to be ex
plained by ver. 40. - au"Toc;-] ipse, not merely others with 
reference to Him, but " He Hirnself did not hesitate to testify," 
etc. As to the fact itself, see Matt. xiii 5 7 ; Mark vi 4 ; 

1 See Ewald, Jahrb. X. 1860, p. 108 ff. He agrees for the most pctrt with my 
rendering ; comp. also his Johann. Sehr. I. p. 194 ; in liko mctnner Godet, who, 
however, without the slightest hint of it in the text, supposes a purpose on the 
writer's part, in connection with iii. 24, to correct the synoptical trn<lition. J aim 
wishes "constater l'intervnlle considerable qui separa du bapteme de Jesus son 
retour definitif et son etnblissement permanent en Gl\lilee." In iii. 24 he states 
the fact, nnd here he gives the motive. Scholten puts the emphasis which 
prompts the following "tap upon i1<1,fo, a word whir.h is quite unessential, auu 
might just as well have bten omitted. 
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Luke iv. 24. ,vhen Schenkel conclndes from 7rpocfn1'r1Jq 
that Jesus did not yet regard Himself as the llfcssiah, this is 
a misuse of the general term within the category of which the 
conception of Messiah is embraced. - Jµ,apn,p.] not in the 
sense of the Plupe,fect (Tholuck, Godet; see on xviii. 24), 
but then, when He returned to Galilee. - ryap is the ordinary 
for ; and 7T a-r p [ o L is not the native town, but, as is clear from 
I'a)..i)..a[av, V\'. 43, 45, the native count?-y. So also usually 
in Greek writers, from Homer downwards. The words give 
the 1·eo,Son why He did not hesitate to return to Galilee. The 
gist of the reason lies in the antithetical reference of Jv -r5 
t8lq, r.a-rp{oi. If, as Jesus Himself testified, a prophet had no 
honour in his own country, he must seek it abroad. And this 
Jesus had done. Abroad, in Jerusalem, He had by His mighty 
works inspired the Galilaeans who were there with that respect 
which they were accustomed to deny to a prophet at home. 
Thus He brought the prophet's honour with Him from abroad.1 

Accordingly (Yer. 45) He found a reception among the Gali
beans also, because they had seen His miracles in Jerusalem 
(ii. 2 3). It is therefore obviously incorrect to understand 
I'a)..i)..a{av specially of llpper Galilee, as distinct from Lower 
Galilee, where Nazareth was situated. So Lange, in spite of 
the fact that I'a)..i).._ here must be the universal and popular 
name for the whole province, as distinct from Samaria (J,ce'i0ev), 
whether we retain ,cai a7riJ)..0ev as in the Elzevir or not. It 
is further incorrect, and an utterly arbitrary gloss, to inter
pret 'TT'aTplr; as meaning Nazareth, and ryap as referring to the 
fact that He had gone, indeed, to Galilee, but not to Nazareth 
(Chrysostom and even Euthymius Zigabenus: to Capernaum). 
So Cyril, N onnus, Erasmus, Beza, Calvin, Aretius, Grotius, 
Jansen, Bengel, and many; also Kypke, Rosenmiiller, Olshau
sen, Klee, Gemberg in Stud. u. Krit. 1845, I.; Hengstenberg, 
Baumlein. It is also incorrect, because not in keeping with 
the context, nor with the general view, which is also that of 
John, which regards Galilee as Christ's home (i. 46, ii. 1, vii. 
3, 41, 52), to take 'TT'aTplr; as denoting Judea, ancl ryap as 

1 Baeumlein urges, against my explanation : •• We cannot believe that, after the 
words ' He betook Himself to Galilee,' there should follow the reRSon why Ho 
had before l.eft Galilee." This, however,.~ not the logical connection at all. 
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stnting the reason (in the face of the quite different reason 
already given, vv. 1-3) why Jesus had left ,Tudea (0rigen, 
Maldonatus, B. Bauer, Schwegler, Wieseler, B. Crusius, 
Schweizer, Kostlin, Baur, Hilgenfeld, and formerly also Ebrard); 
whence some, e.g. Origen and Baur, take 7raTpli; in a higher 
sense, as signifying the native land of the prophets,1 and there
fore of the MeRsiah also, and most, like Hilgenfeld, as having 
reference to the birth at Bethlehem. Lucke has rightly, in his 
3d ed., abandoned this interpretation; but, on the other hand, 
he takes 7ap as equivalent to namely, and explains it as 
referring not to what precedes, but to what follows (so substan
tially also Tholuck, Olshausen, Maier, de Wette), so that ver. 
44 gives an explanation in passing on the point: "that the 
Galilaeans on this occasion received Jesus well, but only on 
account of the miracles which they had seen in Jerusalem" 
( de W ette ). It is against this, however, that though in the 
classics 7d.p explicative often precedes the sentence to be ex
plained (see Hartung, Partikell. I. p. 467; Baumlein, Partik. 
p. 75 :ff.), especially in parenthesis (see Bremi, ad Lys. p. 66; 
Ellendt, Lex. Soph. I. 338), yet this form of expression is quite 
without precedent in the N. T. (Rom. xiv. 10, Heb. ii 8, are 
not instances in point), and especially would be quite foreign 
to John's simple progressive style of narration; moreover, the 
"indeed,-but only," put into ver. 45, is quite obtruded on 
the words, masmuch as John wrote neither µiv after Joef, nor 
thereafter a µovov oe, nor any such expression.2 According to 

1 So also B. Crusius, who compares vii. 52. Quite erroneously, when the 
general and proverbial character of the statement is considered. After iv. 3, 
however, the reader can expect no further explanation of the reason why Jesus 
Jid not remain in Judea. Schwegler and B. Bauer suppose that here Judea is 
meant as the native land of Jesus, and make use of this as an argument against 
the genuineness and historical truth of the Gospel. Comp. nlso Kostlin in the 
Theol. Jahrb. 1851, p. 186. Hilgenfeld, E·vang. p. 266 : "o. remarko.ble in
version ot the synoptical statement, wherein the Gospel appeo.rs as a free com
pilation by a post-apostolic author" (Zeitschr. 1862, p. 17). Schweizer also finds 
it such a stumbling-block, that he rego.rds it as proving the following narrative 
to be a Galilean interpolation. Gfrorer, heil. Sage, II. 289, rightly indeed 
understands the words as referring to Galilee, but considers that we should supply 
the following : " save very slowly and 1·eluctantly, for," etc. 

1 Weizs:icker also, in the Jaltrb. f. Deutsche Tlteol. 1859, p. 695, regards ,ya.p 

not 11s introdncing o. reason, but 11s demonstrative. John intimo.tes that he 
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Briickner, Jesus came to Galilee because (but see vv. 1-3) He 
had supposed that He would find ·no honcur there, and con
sequently with the intention of undertaking the conflict for the 
recognition of His person and dignity. According to Luthardt, 
whom Ebrard now follows (comp. Hofmann, Weissag. u. Erf II. 
88, also Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 171), the words imply the hope 
entertained by Jesus of being able to remain in rest and silence 
in Galilee more easily than anywhere else. But both expla
nations are incompatible with the following oTe ouv, IC.T.X., 
which certainly means that the Galileans received Him with 
honour, as He was called immediately thereafter to perform 
a miracle. We should certainly expect oe or a:\)..a (comp. 
Nonnus) to introduce the statement, and not ouv. In what 
follows, moreover, regarding the residence in Galilee, we are 
told neither about conflict nor about the repose of Jesus, but 
simply of the healing at a distance of the nobleman's son. 
Lastly, it is contrary to the words (because oTe ovv f):\0ev in 
ver. 45 directly resumes the el<; T. Ta>.. of ver. 43, and admit9 
of no interval), when Hauff, in the Stud. u. Krit. 1849, p. 
11 7 ff., makes the train of thought to terminate with ver. 44, 
and takes ver. 44 itself as a general description of the result of 
Christ's Galilean ministry. Thus eoegavTo is said to indicate 
that He di,d and taught much there; which is clearly a gloss 
joisted into the text. 

Vv. 45, 46. 'EoigaVTO auTov] The reception which He 
found among them was one of faith, for He now brought with 
Him from, Jerusalem the honour which the prophet had not 
in his own country; therefore 1ravTa Ewpa,c-oTe~, ,c,T.X., because 
they had seen, etc., and in this we have the key to the right 
understanding of ver. 44.-Ver. 46. ovv] in consequence of 
this reception, which encouraged Him to go farther into the 

will not narrate much of Christ's mini itry in Galilee ; he refers to that saying 
as if shrinking from unpleasant recollections. But this is not in the text, nor 
is it compatible with the connection in ver. 45, and the history that follows. 
Weizsacker, indeed, thinks (comp. his Untera. ub. d. ev. Gesch. p. 276) thELt in 
this synoptic saying John refers to the synoptic account of that Galilean mini
stry, which he would not himself describe. Who ever could imagine that 1 espe• 
cially when John at once goes on to narrate the good recepiion given to Jesus in 
Galilee, and His miracle of blessing there. Did the Lord betake Himself to "a 
voluntar!J obscurity," concerning which John wishes lo be silent l 
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country. H& goes again straight to Cana, because here He had 
relatives, and might hope in consequence of His first miracle tc, 
find the soil prepared for further labour on His part. - "· -ij 11 

'T£\' f3a,n}..i,co<;, /C.7".}...] Ell Ka<f>apvaouµ,should be joined to-ijv. 
Baui}..i,cor;, a royal person, is, according to the frequent use of 
the word in Josephus (see Krebs, p. 144) and other writers 
(Plutarch, Poly b., etc. ; see W etstein), not a relation of the king 
(so Baronius, Bos, and many, also allowed by Chrysostom), but 
one in the service of the king (Herod Antipas); whether a 
military man (thus very often in Josephus; Nonnus: l0uvoov 
uTpan1v), or civilian, or court retainer, is uncertain. -
o vlor;] according to ver. 49, still young. The article indi
cates, perhaps, that he was the only one. 

Vv. 47, 48. 'A1rfj}..0e r.por; a1h6v] from Capernaum to 
Caua. -t'va] the subject of the request is its purpose. -
~µ,e}..}..e] in eo erat, ut. Comp. Luke vii. 2; Hemsterhuis, 
ad Lucian. D. M. II. p. 546. -The man's prayer is conceiv
able partly _from the first miracle at Cana, and partly from the 
fame of Jesus which had followed Him from Jerusalem. -
" If ye are not witnesses of signs and wonders, ye will certainly 
not believe," is spoken in displeasure against the Galileans 
generally (ver. 4 5), but including the suppliant; Jesus fore
seeing that the healing of his son would make him believe, 
but at the same time that his faith would not be brought 
about without a miracle. The Lord's teaching was in His own 
view the weightiest ground of faith, especially according to 
John (comp. ver. 41), though faith based on the miracles was 
not rejected, but under certain circumstances was even re
quired by Him (x. 38, xiv. 11, xv. 24), though not as the 
highest, but as of secondary rank, according to the purpose of 
the miracles, which were intended as a divine confirmation of 
the teaching. It is incorrect to put the emphasis upon L01JTE, 

unless ye see with yoiir own eyes, etc., condemning the prayer 
following. According to this, not only would L01JTE have to 
be put first (against Bengel and Storr), but ,-oi:r; o<f>0a}..µoi:r; or 
the like must be supplied ; yet the man saw the miracle, and 
a, greater one than if Jesus had gone with him. - U1JJJ,Ei:a 
,ea), Te pa Ta] see on Matt. xxiv. 24; Rom. xv. 19. As to 
the reproach itself, comp. 1 Cor. i. 22. 
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Vv. 49, 50. Then follows n still more urgent entreaty of 
the father's love, tried by the answer of Jesus; the To 1ra,
ofov µ,ov, my child, being in keeping with the father's tender 
affection. Comp. Mark v. 2 3. - Jesus rewards his confidence 
with the short answer, Go thy way, thy son liveth; thus an
nouncing the deliverance from death accomplished at that 
very moment by an act of His will through miraculous power 
operating at a distance (not by magnetic healing power, against 
Olshausen, Krabbe, Kern, thus resorting to a sphere as foreign 
to the miracles of healing as it is inadequate by way of an 
explanation). As little can Christ's word be regarded as a 
medical prognosticon (Paulus, comp. Ammon). No more is 
there any trace in the text of an effect resulting from faith in 
general, and the spiritual movement of the masses (W eiz
sacker ). .According to the text, Jesus speaks from a conscious 
knowledge of the crisis of the sickness, effected that moment 
at a distance by Himself: " Thy son is not dead, but liveth ! " 
- e1run. -r<j, "A.6ryrp J Thus he now overleaps tJ:ie limit of 
faith which supposed Christ's presence necessary to the work
ing of the cure; he believed the word, i.e. had confidence in its 
realization. 

Vv. 51-54. A 1hov ,ca-rafJ . ... au-rq,] see Buttmann, N 
T. Gr. p. 2 70 [E. T. p. 315]. - 77011] belongs to ,ca-rafJ., not 
to u1r1v-r. (B. Crusius) : when he was already going down, and 
now was no longer in Cana, but upon his journey back. -
o i o o v"A.o ,, "· -r. "A..] to reassure the father, and to prevent the 
now unnecessary coming of Jesus. - tfi] he is not dead, but 
the sickness has the opposite issue: he lives! - "oµ,,[r6-repov J 
finer, prettier, as in common life we are wont to say, " he is 
pretty well." Exactly so in Arrian. Epict. iii. 10 of the sick : 
tcoµ,,frw, ~££,, and its opposite ,catcw, ex,m. Comp. the Latin 
uelle habere. Here it is an " amoenum verbum" (Bengel) of 
the father's heart, which apprehends its good fortune still with 
feelings of tenderness and anxiety. - ex,0€,] see Lobeck, ad 
Phryn. p. 323. -?fJpav €f]o6µ,11v] He had therefore been on 
the way since one o'clock the day before, because we must 
suppose from ver. 5 0 that he set out immediately after the 
assurance of Jesus. This 'llso seems strange to us, considering 
the distance from Cana to Capernaum, not exactly known to us 
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indeed, but hardly three geographical miles. That in his firm 
faith he travelled "non festinans" (Lampe) is unnatural ; the 
impulse of parental love would hurry him home ; and so is 
also the idea that he stayed the night somewhere on the way, 
or at Cana (Ewald assumes the latter, making the seventh 
hour seven in the evening, according to the Roman reckoning). 
vVe may suppose some delay not named, on the journey back, 
er (with Hengstenberg, Bruckner, and others) take the to-day 
in the mind of the Jewish servants as denoting the day which 
began at six P.111. (sunset). According to Baur and Hilgen
feld, this noting of the time is to be attributed, not to the 
genuineness and originality of the account, but to the subjec
tive aim of the writer, which was to make the miracle as great 
and pointed as possible (comp. ver. 54, note). - ev h. -r. wpq.] 

SC. acpi),cev au-rov () 1rupETO<;. Observe, with reference to 
he'ivo,, that it does not mean idem, but is the simple relative 
ille. - ,c. e1rtuTevuev, ,c.-r.X.] upon Jesus as the Messiah. 
KaXwc; ovv ,ca%ta-ro aiTov o -rhv tcapolav av-rov "'flVW<TICWV 

Xplu-roc;, ei'TT"wv· OT! f.(LV µh <T7JµeZa, IC.-r.X., Euthymius Zigabenus. 
Observe how faith here attains its realization as to its object, 
and further, the importance of this ,cal fJ oltc{a av-rov (the 
first housdwla), which now occurs for the first time. Comp. 
Acts xvi. 14, 15, 34, xviii. 8. - 'TOtJ'TO 1raX1v OEVTEpov, 

,c. -r. X.] Referring bade to ii 11. Literally inaccnrate, yet 
true as to its import, is the rendering of Luther: " This is the 
second miracle that Jesus did;" -roii-ro stands by itself, and the 
following 01:v-r. <T'TJµ, supplies the place of the predicate (this 
Jesus did as the second miracle), hence no article follows -roiiTo. 
Seri on ii. 11, and Bremi, ad Lys. Exe. II. p. 436 f.; Ast, 
Lex. Plat. II. 406; Stallbaum, ad Plat. Apol. pp. 18 A, 24 B. 
IIaXw, however, must not be overlooked, nor is it to be joined 
with 01:v-repov (so icsually) as a current pleonasm (see on Matt. 
xxvi. 42 ; comp. John xxi. Hi, Acts x. 15), for oevTEpov is 
not an adverb, but an adjective. It rather belongs to e1ro{7Juw, 

thus affirming that Jesus now again did this as a second 
miracle (comp. Beza) upon His return from Judea to Galilee 
(as in ii. 1 ). Thus the idea that the miracle was a second 
time wrought upon His comin!! out of Judea into GalilflP. i_q 

certainly doubly expressed,-ouce adverbially with the vcri.i 
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(-,ra">..tv brolrJa-w), and then adjectivally with the noun (8e{rrepov 
u'I'}µ,,) ; both receive their more minute definition by e"A.0wv, 
K.T.>.,. Schweizer (p. 7 8) quite arbitrarily considers the refer
ence to the first miracle at Cana unjohannean. 

Note.-The {3alf1'A1x6, is not the same with the Centurion of 
Matt. viii. 5 ff. ; comp. Luke vii. 2 ff. (Origen, Chrysostom, 
Theophylact, Euthyniius Zigabenus, and most others). On 
the assumption of their identity (Irenaeus, Eusebius, Semler, 
Seyffarth, Strauss, ,veisse, B. Bauer, Gfrorer, Schweizer, Ammon, 
Baumgarten Crusius, Baur, Hilgenfeld, Ewald, Weizsacker), 
which thus attributes the greater originality on the one hand 
to Matthew and Luke (Strauss, B. Bauer, ·weisse, Baur, Hilgen
feld), on the other to John (Gfrorer, Ewald), and to the latter 
an adjusting purpose (vVeizsacker), the discrepancies as to place, 
time, and even as regards the sick person, constitute lesser 
difficulties, as well as the entirely different character in which 
the suppliant appears in John and in the two Synoptics. In 
these latter he is still a heathen, which, according to John, 
he cannot be (against Cyi-il, Jerome, Baur, and Ewald); see 
ver. 48, which represents him as associated with Galileans, and 
therefore Jews ; and this alone suffices to establish the differ
ence of the two miracles, apart from the fact that there is no 
more objection against the supposition of two healings wrough➔• 
at a distance than against one. This is at the same time against 
Schweizer's view, that the section in John is an interpolation. 
Indeed, a single example of healing at a distance, the historical 
truth of which, moreover, even Ewald maintains, might more 
easily be resolved by the arbitrariness of criticism into a myth 
borrowed from the history of N aaman, 2 Kings ix. 5, 9 ff: 
(Strauss), or be explained away as a misunderstanding of a 
parable (Weisse), or be dissolved into a subjective transposition 
and development of the synoptical 1naterials on John's part for 
his own purpose, which would make the belief in miracles 
plainly pass beyond the Jewish range of view (Hilgenfeld), and 
appears in its highest form as a 'll'tlf'f"EuE1v o,u dv 1.6yov (Baur, 
p. 152); 1 although ,,..,lfnuE1v 'rffi "tr'f', ver. 41, is something quite 
different from '11',~n~e,¥ o,a .,-i,v ·;.t1ov, and the fr,fonvm in ver. 53 
took place, not 0/Ct 'r/,v 1.610v, but o,a ..-i, U1]/J..Eiov. 

1 If John bad really derived his matter from the Synoptics, it would be quite 
inconceivable how, according to the design attributed to him by Baur, he could 
have left unused the ftafoment of l\Iatt. viii. 10, especially if the {la.111>-.11<or i;; 
taken to be a Geuti!e. See Hase, Tiibinyen Sclwle, pp. 32, 33. 



CHA-P. V. 233 

CHAPTER V. 

Ver. 1. iopd] C. E. F. H. L. M.A. II. K Cursives, Copt. Sahid. 
Cyr. Theophyl.: ~ sopr~. So Tisch. But the witnesses against the 
article are still stronger (A. B. D. etc. Or.) ; and how easily might 
the insertion have occurred through the ancient explanation of 
the feast as that of Easter!- Ver. 2. id r~ ,;.po,8ar,x~J ev r. -::p. 
is more weakly attested (though sanctioned by A. D. G. L. tt*•). 
Only~-• Cursives, some Verss. and Fathers have simply ,;:-po
BcmxTJ. A change following another construction (sheep-pool). 
Unnecessary, and unsupported on critical grounds, is the con
jecture of Gersdorf: TJ qrpo,8ar1XTJ xoAuµ,(%0pa TJ i.eyo,uev,, 'E(3p. B,,0. 
Tisch. following~-• has ro Aer6,uevov instead of~ e-.,Aeyoµ,ev,,.
Ver. 3. 'lroAu] wanting in B. GD. L. ~- Cursives, and some verss. 
Bracketed by Lachmann, deleted by Tisch. A strengthening 
addition that might easily present itself. -The words i de x,o,u.. 
rTJv roli ~oaro, ,dvr,t1iv, together with the whole of ver. 4, are 
wanting in B. C.• D. K 157, 314, Copt. Ms. Sahid. Syr•-- Those 
words are wanting only in A. L. 18 ; the fourth verse only in 
D. 33, Arm. Mss. Codd. It. Aug., Nonnns (who describes the 
stirring, but does not mention the angel), and is marked as 
doubtful in other witnesses by an obelus or asterisks. There 
is; moreover, great variation in particular words. For xa-:-ef3ruvev, 
A. K. Verss. have even eAouero, which Grotins approves. The 
entire passage from ixoex,o,u.. to the end of ver. 4, though recog
nised by Tertullian (Origen is silent), is a legendary addition 
(so also Liicke, Olshausen, Baeumlein, and now even Bruckner, 
reject it), though left in the text by Lachmann in con
formity with his principles, but deleted by Tisch.; by de W ette 
not decidedly rejected; vindicated on various grounds by B. 
Crusius, Hahn, Theol. N. 1'. I. 303, Lange, Reuss, and Heng
stenberg; left doubtful by Luthardt. Had the passage been 
genuine, its contents would have led more easily to its being 
retained than to its being omitted ; moreover, the comparatively 
numerous cka; Aey6µ,eva in it make it suspicious, viz. x,v,,M, 
rapax./1, o~,;;-ore (instead of ~ a~.,.ore Lachmann has oi'l'o"'"orovv), 
1fori,u.a. When it is judged (de Wette) that John would hardly 
li:we ended the sentence with ,r.pwv, aud then have immediately 
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proceeded with 1,v of r-,,, etc., this is really arbitrary, for we 
would miss nothing if nothing had been there; o-:-a.v mpax;0~ 
r-1, riowp, ver. 7, by no means makes a preceding explanation 
"almost necessary," but probably states the original form of 
the popular belief, out of which the legend soon developed 
itself and found its way into the text. This also against 
Hofmann, Schriftbeweis, I. 327 f., whose vindication of ver. 4 
is approved by Hilgenfeld, Evang. p. 268. Ewald (so also 
Tholuck and Godet) rejects ver. 4, but defends the words 
ixoEx_oµ,ivwv ... xiv'lla,v in ver. 3 for the sake of ver. 7 ; Hofmann, 
in loc., follows an opposite course. But the critical witnesses 
do not sanction such a separation. - Ver. 5. xa.l is wanting in 
the Elz., and is bracketed by Lachmann, but adopted by Tisch., 
and this upon preponderating evidence. - liaOev.J B. C.* D. L. 
i:-:. Cursives, Codd. It. Vulg. Copt. Sahid. Arm. Cyr. Chrys. 
append a.~-:-oii, which Lachmann puts in brackets, and Tisch. 
receives. Rightly; between aaOm,A and TOTTov the super
fluous ATTOT might easily escape notice.- Ver. 7. For /3&.A'fl 
Elz. has /3&.""'fJ, against decisive evidence.- Ver. 8. eyE,pE] 
Elz. : eyE,pa.,, against the best Codd. See the critical notes on 
Mark ii. 2. - Ver. 12. ':"OV xp&./3,8. aou is wanting in B. c.• L. N. 
Sahid. An addition from vv. 8, 11. Deleted by Tisch. - Ver. 
13. laOd,] Tisch., following D. and Codd. of the It., reads 
aaOevwv, apparently original, but inappropriate after Tij°J TE0Epa
r,n:iµ,µ,Evf.f in ver. 10; to be regarded as a subject added to ver. 7, 
and besides this too weakly supported.-Ver. 15. av~ 11·E1Ae] 
C. L. N. Syr. Syr• .. Copt. Cyr. read eT,;m; D. K. U. D. Cursives, 
Chrys.: a,;;-~yy. The latter reading might easily arise by joining 
av~yy. with a,;;-~~-Oev ; but this makes the testimonies against 
E1•:m, which Tisch. adopts, still stronger. - Ver. 16. After 
'Io:,oaio,, Elz., Scholz (bracketed by Lachmann), read xal e~~'Touv 
a~'Tov a,;;-ox'T,111a1, against decisive witnesses. A supplement bor
rowed from ver. 18. - Ver. 20. Tisch.: 0au,1.1,&.,m, which is far 
too weakly supported by L. N. - Ver. 25. ,~aomx,] Lachmann 
and Tisch. : ,,iaouo,v, following B. D. L. N. Cursives, Chrys. 
Rightly; the more usual form crept in. - Ver. 30. After µ,E Elz. 
has ,;;-a'Tfos, an addition opposed by decisive witnesses. - Ver. 
32. olc'la] Tisch. o'/c'lrm, following only D. N. Codd. It. Syr""- Arm. 
- Ver. 35. The form a,aAA1aOnva1 (Elz., following B.: a,aA
°),..1aaOnva.1) has preponderating evidence in its favour. 

Ver. 1. MeTd- TauTa] after this stn.y of Jesus in Galilee; 
an approximate statement of time, within the range of which the 
harmonist has t0 bring ruuch that is contained in t,he Synoptics. 
The distinction made by Liicke between this and JJ,€7d- 70u7o, 
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according to which the former denotes indirect, and the latter 
immediate sequence, is quite incapable of proof: µ,era -ravTa 

is the more usnal in John; comp. ver. 14, iii. 22, vi. 1, vii. 1. 
-eopT~ TWV 'I ovoalwv] a feast of the Jews; John does not 
describe it more definitely. But what feast is meant appears 
with certainty from iv. 35; comp. vi. 4. :For in iv. 35 Jesus 
spoke in December, and it is clear from vi. 4 that the Passover 
was still approaching ; it must therefore 1 be a feast occurring 
in the interval between December and the Passover, and this 
is no other than the feast of Purim (0'"!'51::1 '':?\ Esth. ix. 24 ff., 
iii. 7), the feast of lots, celebrated on the 14th and 15th of 
Adar (Esth. ix. 21), consequently in March, in commemora
tion of the nation's deliverance from the bloody designs of 
Haman. So Keppler, d'Outrein, Hng, Olshausen, "Wieseler, 
Krabbe, .Anger, Lange, Maier, Baeumlein, Godet, and most 
others. So also Holtzmann (Jitdenth. u. Ghristenth. p. 374) 
and Marcker (Uebercinst. d. Matth. u. Joh. 1868, p. 11). In 
favour of this interpretation is the fact that, as this feast was 
by no means a great one, but of less importance and less 
known to Hellenistic readers, the indefinite mention of it on 
John's part is thoroughly appropriate ; while he names the 
greater and well-known feasts,-not only the Passover, but 
the UIC1)V07T1),Y{a in vii 2, and the e,y,ca{v,a in X. 2 2. To 
suppose, in explanation of the fact that he does not give the 
name, that he had forgotten what feast it was (Schweizer), is 
compatible neither with the accuracy of his recollection in 
other things, nor with the importance of the miracle wrought 
at this feast. It is arbitrary, however, to suppose that John 
did not wish to lay stress upon the name of the iopT~, but 
upon the fact that Jesus did not go up to J ernsalem sa'l:e on 
occasion of a feast (Luthardt, Lichtenstein); indeed, the giving 
of the name after 'Iovoa{wv (comp. vii. 2) would in no way 
have interfered with that imaginary design. It is objected 

1 If tliis .feast itself is taken to be the Passover, we are obliged, with the most 
glaring arbitrariness, to put a spatium vacuum of a year between 1t and the Pass
over of vi. 4, of which, howenr, John (vi. 1-4) lrns not given the slightest hint. 
On the contrary, he lets his narrative present the most uninterrupteu sequenc,·. 
Hengstenberg judges, indecu, that the gap can appear strange only to tho,o 
who do not rightly discern the relation in which John stands to the Synoptic:.. 
llut this is not.hing more tha.n the dictum of harmonistic pi-esuppositions. 
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that the feast of Pu1·im, which was not e. temple feast, 
required no journey to Jerusalem (see especially Hengsten
berg, Chri.stol. III. p. 18 7 f., Li.icke, de W ette, Bruckner) ; and 
the high esteem in which it is held in Gem. Hie1·. ~Megill. i 8 
cannot be shown to refer to the time of Jesus. But might 
not Jesus, even without any legal obligation, have availed 
Himself of this feast as an occasion for His further labours in 
J ernsalem ? And are we to suppose that the character of the 
feast-a feast for eating and drinking merely-should hinder 
Hint from going to Jerusalem? The Sabbath (ver. 9), on 
which apparently (but see Wieseler, p. 219) the feast csmld 
never occur, may have been before or after it; and, lastly, 
what is related of Jesus (vi 1 ff.) between this festival and 
the Passover, only a month afterwards, may easily have 
occurred within the space of that month. In fine, it can 
neither have been the Passover (Cod . .A.., Irenaeus, Eusebius' 
Chron., Rupertus, Luther, Calovius, Grotius, Jansen, Scaliger, 
Cornelius a Lapide, Lightfoot, Lampe, Paulus, Kuinoel, Si.iss• 
kind, Klee, N eander, Ammon, Hengstenberg), nor Pentecost 
(Cyril, Chrysostom, Theophylact, Euthymius Zigabenus, Eras
mus, Melancthon, Beza, Calvin, Maldonatus, Bengel), nor the 
feast of Tabernacles (Cod. 131, Cocceius, Ebrard, Ewald, 
Hilgenfeld, Lichtenstein, Krafft, Riggenbach), nor the feast of 
the Dedication (a possible surmise of Keppler and Petavius) ; 
nor can we acquiesce in leaving the feast undeterminable 
(Li.icke, de W ette, Lutharclt, Tholuck, Bruckner. Baumgarten 
Crusius hesitates between Purim and the Passover, yet in
clines rather to the latter). 

Vv. 2, 3. ''E<1n] is all the less opposed to the composition 
of the Gogpel after the destruction of Jerusalem, as what is 
mentioned is a bath, whose surroundings might very naturally 
be represented as still existing. .According to Ewald, the 
charitable uses for which the building served might have 
sc,,ved it from destruction. Comp. Tobler, Denkblatt. p. 53 ff., 
"'ho says that the porches were still pointed out in the fifth 
century. - e,rl, TV 1rpo/3aT£Ky] is usually explained by ,rv"'A,r, 
supplied: hard by the sheep-gate; see on iv. 6. Concerning 
the l~ltCI -ipp, Neh. iii 1, 32, xii. 39, so called perhaps 
Lecause sheep for sacrifice were sold there, or brought in there 
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at the Passover, nothing further is known. It lay north east 
of the city, and near the temple. Still the word supplied, 
"gate," cannot be shown to have been in use; nor could it 
have been self-evident, especially to Gentile Christian readers, 
not minutely acquainted with the localities. I prefer, there
fore, following Theodore of Mopsuestia, Ammonius, Nonnus, 
to join ,co)\.vµ,/3. with 7rpo/3a-n,cfJ, and, with Elz. 1633 and 
W etstein, to read ,co)\.vµ,/3ij0pq, as a dative ( comp. already 
Castalio): " Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheep-pool, [ a place 
called] Bethesda, so called in the Hebrew tongue." According 
to Ammonius, the sheep used for sacrifice were washed in thP
sheep-pool.-e 7T'tAe,y.] "this additional name being given to it." 
On em'A.Eryetv, elsewhere usually in the sense of selecting, see 
Plat. Legg. iii. p. 7 0 0 B. The pool was called Bdhesda, a cha
racteristic surname which had supplanted some other original 
name. - B '1/ 0ecroa] ~~9~ n•~, locus benignitatis, variously 
written in Codd. (Tisch., following ~- 33, Be0sa0a), not occur
ring elsewhere, not even in Josephus ; not " house of pillars," 
as Delitzsch supposes. It is impossible to decide with cer
tainty which of the present pools may have been that of 
Bethesda.1 See Robinson, II. 136 f., 158 f. To derive the 
healing virtue of the (according to Eusebius) red-coloured 
water, which perhaps was mineral, as Eusebius does, from the 
blood of the sacrifices flowing down from the temple, and the 
name from t("?!f~, e.f!itSio (Calvin, Aretius, Bochart, Michaelis), 
is unwarranted, and contrary to ver. 7. The.five porches served 

1 Probably it was the present ebbing nnd flowing "Fountain of the Virgin 
Mary,'' an intermittent spring cnlled by the inhabitants "Mother of StepR." See 
Robinson, II. 148 f. According to Wieseler, Synapse, p. 260, it may have been 
the pool 'A,uv,-~«A,. mentioned in Josephus, .Antt. v. 11. 4, ns wo.s alreo.tly 
supposed by Lampe and several others, against which, however, the difference 
of no.me is a difficulty ; it has no clo.im to be receiveu on the ground of 
etymology, but only of siruilarity of sound. Ritter, l!irdk. XVI. pp. 829, 443 ff., 
describes the pool as now choked up, while Krafft, in his Topogr. p. 176, thinks 
it was the Struthion of Josephus. It certainly WIIS not the ditch, now pointed 
out by tradition as Bethesda, at the north of the temple wall. See also Tobler 
as before, who doubts the possibility of discovering the pool. As to the meaning 
of the name (HoUlie OJ Mercy), it is possible tho.t the nrrangement for the pur
poses of a bath together with the porches was intended 11s a charitablef 01.mdatio11 
COlshausen, Ewald), or that the divine favour, whose effects were here manifestc,l, 
gave rise to the name. This latter is the more probable, aud perhaps gavu 
occasion tu the legijud of the Angel in the Received Text. 
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as a shelter for the sick, wbo are specially described as Tvrf,>..C:,v, 
etc., and those afflicted with diseases of the nerves and muscles. 
On f77pwv, "persons with ,vithered and emaciated limbs," comp. 
Matt. xii. 10 ; Mark iii. 1; Luke vi. 6, 8. Whether the sick 
man of ver. 5 was one of them or of the xw:\oi's- is not stated. 

Ver. 5. Tpia,coVTa, ,c,T,A.] i.e. "having passed thirty-eight 
years in his sickness," so that exwv be.longs to Tp. IC. 0/CTW €TT/ 
(viii. 5 7, xi. 1 7; Josephus, Arch. vii 11. 1 ; Krebs, p. 15 0), and 
ev T, aq-0, avT. denotes the state in which he spent the thirty
eight years. Against the connection of exwv with lv T, a<Y0. 
a. (being in his sickness thirty-eight years ; so Kuinoel and 
most others) ver. 6 is decisive, as also against the perversion 
of Paulus, who puts a comma after exwv (" thirty-eight years 
old"). The duration of the sickness makes the miracle all the 
more striking; comp. Luke viii. 43. There is no intimation 
of any reference to the sentence of death pronounced upon 
Israel in the wilderness (Baumgarten, p. 13 9 f. ; comp. 
Hengstenberg). 

Vv. 6, 7. TovTov ... e'xei] two points which excited the 
compassion of Jesus, where 7vov<;, however (as in iv. 1), does 
not denote a supernatural knowledge of this external (other
wise in ver. 14) and easily known or ascertained fact (against 
Godet and the early expositors). - exei] i.e. lv a<Y0eve{q,, ver. 
5. - 0tX.eis-, K.7'.A.] Wilt thou become whole? The selfevident 
nature of this desire made the question an appropriate one to 
rouse the sufferer's attention and expectation, and this was the 
object Jesus had in view in order to the commencement of 
His miraculous work This question was inappropriate for 
the purpose (de Wette thinks) of merely beginning a conve1·
sation upon the subject. Paulus falsely supposes that the man 
might have been a dishonest beggar, feigning sickness, and 
that Jesus ask.'I him with reproving emphasis, " Wilt thou be 
made whole? art thou in earnest?" So, too, Ammon; while 
Lange regards him as simply languid in will, and that Christ 
again roused his dormant will ; but there is nothing of this 
in the text, and just as little of Luthardt's notion, that the 
question was meant for all the people of whom the sick man 
is supposed to be the type. This miracle alone furnishes an 
example of an unsolicited interrogation upon Christ's part (a 
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feature which Weisse urges against it) ; but in the case of the 
man born blind, chap. ix., we have also an unsolicited healing. 
-&v0pr,)7T'01) OV/C exw] ad morbum accedebat 1:nopia, Grotius; 
&v0p. emphatically takes the lead; the epxoµ,ai iryw that follows 
answers to it.-chav -rapax0fi TO vowp] The occasional 
and intermittent disturbance of the water is not to be under
stood as a regular occurrence, but as something sudden and 
quickly passing away. Hence the man's waiting and com
plaint. -/3aXv] throw, denoting a hasty conveyance before 
the momentary bubbling was over. - epxoµ,ai] he therefore 
was obliged to help himself along, but slowly. -&XXoc; r.po 
iµ,ov] so that the place where the bubbling appeared was 
occupied by another. Observe the sing.; the short bubbling 
is to be regarded as occurring only in one fixed springing-point 
in the pool, so that one person only could let it exert its 
influence upon him. The apocryphal ver. 4 has perverted 
this circumstance, in conformity with a popular superstition, 
which probably reaches as far back as the time of Christ. 

Vv. 8, 9. Comp. Matt. ix. 6; Mark ii. 9, ll.-,r1:pt7TaTEi] 
walk, go; hitherto he had lain down there, ver. 6. The 
command implies the man's faith, which had been recognised 
by Christ. -,cal, 17p1:] simply and emphatically told in the 
very words which Jesus had spoken.-Some (Strauss) quite 
arbitrarily regard this story as a legendary exaggeration of the 
healing of the paralytic in the Synoptics (Matt. ix.; Mark ii.) ; 
time, place, circumstances, and what ensues, especially its 
essential connection with the healing on the Sabbath-day, are 
all original and independent, as is also the whole account, so 
full of life and psychologically true, and very different from 
that in the Synoptics. Notwithstanding, Baur again (p. 243 ff.) 
would make the story in John a composition out of synop
tical materials, appealing especially to Mark ii. 9, 10 ; and 
Hilgenfeld, Evang. 269 f., adopts the same course, finding the 
"inner peculiarity" of the narrative in the idea that the 
omnipotence of the Logos cannot be controlled by any earthly 
law or human custom; whilst Weisse (Evangelienfr. 268) 
sees in the man's lameness the helplessness of one morally 
sick, and attributes the origin of the entire narrative to what 
was ori3inally a parable. Thus they themselves complete the 
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fiction, and tl1en pass it off on the evangelist, while the 
simplest as well as the most distinctive and characteristic 
historical features are now interwoven into his supposed plans, 
See, on the contrary, Bruckner, in Zoe. 

Vv. 10-13. 0 i 'I ovoai:0£] The Sanhedri1n are here meant; 
see vv. 15, 33. They never once mention the healing,· with 
hostile coldness they only watch for their point of attack; 
"Quaerunt non quod mirentur, sed quod calumnientur," 
Grotius.-o 7i'O£~G"a~, etc., and hEivo~ are in the mouth of the 
man who was healed an appeal to the authority which, as a 
matter of fact, his Saviour must possess; there is something 
defiant in the words, so natural in the first realization of his 
wonderful cure. - o a'.v0poo7i'o~] contemptuous. Ast, Lex. 
Plat. I. p. 178. - e f l v w G" E v] He withdrew ( see Dorvill. ad 
Char. p. 273; Schleusner, Tlies. II. 293), i.e. when this 
encounter with the Jews began. As He wished to avoid the 
scene which wouJd occur with the crowd who were in the 
place, He conveyed Himself away (not pluperfect). 

Vv. 14, 15. METa. TavTa] whether or not on the same 
day does not appear. But it is psychologically probable that 
the new feeling of restored health led the man at once into 
the sanctuary. -f-L'TJ1'€Ti af-LapT.] Jesus therefore knew (by 
direct intuition) that the sickness of this sufferer had been 
brought about (see on Matt. ix. 2, 3) by special sin (of what 
kind does not appear); and this particular form of sin is what 
He refers to, not generally to the universal connection between 
sin and physical evil (Neander, following the early expositors), 
or between sin and sickness (Hengstenberg), which would not 
be in keeping with the character of this pi'ivate interview, the 
design of which was the good of the man's soul The man's 
own conscience would necessarily give an individiial application 
to the f-L'TJ1'ET£ af-LapT. Comp. viii ll.-xEipov] to be left 
indefinite; for if the af-LapTavE£v recurred, it might bring with 
it a worse sickness (so N onnus), and other divine punishment, 
even the loss of eternal salvation. See generally Matt. xii. 
45; 2 Pet. ii. 20. -Ver. 15. av~,y,yet"A.E, K.T."A..] The motive 
was neither malice (Schleiermacher, Paulus, comp. Ammon), 
nor gratitude, to bring Jesus into notice and recognition 
among the Jews (Cyril, Chrysostom, Theophylact, Euthymiu1,1 
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Zigabenus, Grotius, and many early writers; also Maier and 
Hengstenberg), nor obedience to the rulers (Bengel, Lucke, de 
Wette, Luthardt), under the influence of stupidity (Tholuck) 
or fear (Lange), but, in keeping with ver. 11, and the designa
tion o 7rO£~ua~ airr'ov u,y,fJ (comp. ver. 11): the supplementary 
vindication of the authority in obedience to which he had acted, 
though it was the Sabbath (vv. 9, 10), and which he was 
unable to name to the Jews. This authority is with him 
decidedly higher than that of the Sanhedrim; and he not 
only employs it for his own acquittal, but even defies them 
,vith it. Comp. the man born blind, ix. 1 7, 31 If. But for 
this purpose how easily could he ascertain the name of Jesus ! 

V v. 16, 1 7. A ,a TovTo J on account of this notice referring 
to Jesus, and then or£, because He that is. See on x. 17. -
eo{oo,c.J not judieially, by means of the law (Lampe, Rosen
miiller, Kumoel), of which the sequel says nothing, but in a 
general way: they made Him the object of their persecutions. 
- TavTa J these things, such as the healing of the paralytic. 
- E7rOL€£] he did, not E'1rO{TJCT€V, -a7r€Kp{vaToJ The means 
by which He met the Su;;,mv of the Jews, whether that then 
showed itself in accusations, reproaches, machinations, or other
wise in overt acts of hostility. This Aorist occurs in John 
onlyhere,ver.19, an~xii. 23.-o 7raT~P µou, K.T.A.] My 
Father is working even to this moment ; I also work. This 
expression is not borrowed from Philo (Strauss); Jesus 
alludes to the unresting activity of God for human salvation 1 

since the creation was finished, notwithstanding the divine 
rest of the Sabbath (Gen. ii. 1-3) observed after the six days' 

1 Jesus uccorclingly does not deny that God rested on the seventh day after the 
six days of creation (against Ammon) ; but He affirms that since then He is ever 
active, even on the Sabbath-days, for man's redemption. Nor does He speak of 
the law concerning the Sabbath as not ol divine institution (Baur), ns of no 
obligation, or as abrogated; but He as the Son stands above it, antl is us little 
bound by it ns the Father, who ever continues to work, eyen on tho Sabbath. 
This against Hilgenfeld (Lelirbegrij, p. 81 ; Evang. p. 270; and in his Zeitschrift 
1863, p. 218), who considers that, according to this Gospel, Jesus, passing by 
the 0. T. representation of God, rises to tho absolutely tronscendcntal essence, 
exnlted nbove all contact with the finite, and manifest only to the Son ; and thllt 
the evangelist, following tl1e Gnostics, refers the history of the creation to th~ 
Demiurge, as tlistinct from tho most high God. This is not the "eavle !ttivht" 
of John's theology. 

Q 
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work. This distinct reference (not generally "to tl1e sustain
ing and government of the world") is presented in the activity 
of Christ answering to that of God the Father. " As the 
Father," that is, says Jesus, has not ceased from the beginning 
to work for the world's salvation, but ever works on even to 
the present moment,1 so of necessity and right, notwithstand
ing the law of the Sabbath, does He also, the Son, who as such 
(by virtue of His essentially divine relationship of equality 
with the Father) cannot in this His activity be subject to the 
sabbatical law, but is Lord of the Sabbath (comp. Matt. xii. 8; 
Mark ii. 28). Olshausen and de Wette import this in the 
words : " As in God rest and action are united, so in Christ 
are contemplation and activity." But there is no mention of 
rest and contemplation. According to Godet, Jesus says, 
"Jusqu'a chaque dernier moment ou mon pere agit, j'agis aussi;" 
the Son can only cease His work when He sees the Father 
cease. But in this case we should have simply lw~ (ix. 4), 
and not Ew~ apn ; lw~ apn means nothing more nor less than 
usque adhuc (ii. 10, xvi. 24; 1 John ii. 9), the now limiting 
it still more distinctly than lw~ 'TOU viiv (Lobeck, ad Phryn. 
pp. 19, 20). - ,cary6J Jp,ya,oµ,at} is not to be again supple
mented by Ew~ apn. I also (do not rest, but) work. The 
relation of both sentences is not that of imitation (Grotius), 
nor of example (Ewald), but of necessary equality of will and 
procedure. The asyndeton (instead of "because my Father," 
etc.) makes the statement all the more striking. See on 
1 Cor. x. 17. 

Ver. 18. A ta ,-oii,-o] because He said this, and 8,-£ as in 
ver. 16. "Apologiam ipsam in majus crimen vertunt," Bengel. 
- µ,a\.:X.ov J neither potius nor amplius (Bengel: "modo per-

1 1.,, G.p.,., carries our view of God's working, which began with the creation, 
onwards to the present moment, the moment wherein Jesus hllS to defend Him
self on account of Sabbath-breaking. In conformity with this redemptive work 
of God the Father onwards until now, and which was interrupted by no rest, He 
also works. The inference that herein is implied a divine rest at a future period, 
as Luthardt thinks,-who regards the day of Christ's resurrection o.s the then 
approaching Sabbath of God's redemptive work,-is quite remote from the text. 
• £.,, iirr• includes the survey of the entire past down to the moment then present, 
without any intimation of a change in the future, which, if intended, should 
appear in the contezt, a.a in xvL 2~ 
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eequebantur, nunc amplius quaerunt occidere"); but, as accord
ing to its position it necessarily belongs to es~T., magis, " they 
redoubled their endeavours." It has a reference to tM,.,,Kov in 
ver. 16, so far as this general expression includes the desire 
to kill. Comp. for the S'TJTE'iv a7TOKTetvai, vii. 1, 19, 25, viii 
37, 40, xi 53. - 7TaTEpa toiov, IC.T.A.] patrem proprium. 
Comp. Rom. viii. 32. They rightly interpreted o 7TaT~p µou 

as signifying peculiar and personal fatherhood, and not what is 
true also with reference to others, " sed id misere pro blas
phemia habuerunt," Bengel Comp. x. 33. - tuov EauTov, 

tc.T.X.] not an explanation, nor exactly (B. Crusius) a proof of 
what precedes, which the words themselves of Jesus, o 7TaT~P 

µ,ov, supply; but what Jesus says of God's relation to Him 
(7TaTEpa toiov), declares at the same time, as to the other side 
of the relationship, what He makes Himself out to be in His 
relation to God. We must translate: "since He (at the same 
time) puts Himself on the same level with God," i.e. by that KCL"fW 
ep'Yasoµai of ver. 1 7, wherein He, as the Son, claims for Him• 
self equality of right and freedom with the Father. Comr. 
also Hofmann, Schriftbeweis, I. p. 133. The thought of claim
ing equality of essence (Phil. ii. 6), however, lies in the back
ground as an indistinct notion in the minds of His opponents. 

Ver. 19 ff. Jesus does not deny what the Jews attributed 
to Him as the capital offence of blasphemous presumption, 
namely, that He made Himself equal with God; but He puts the 
whole matter in its true light, and this from a consideration of 
His whole present and future work, onward to ver. 3 0; where
upon, onwards to ver. 4 7, He gives vent to an earnest denuncia
tion of the unbelief of the Jews in the divine witness to Himself. 

Ver. 19. Ov SuvaTai] denies the possibility, on account 
of an inner necessity, involved in the relationship of the Son 
to the Father, by virtue of which it would be impossible for 
Him to act with an individual self-assertion independent ot the 
Father, which He could then only do if He were not the Son. 
Comp. Bengel, in loc., and Fritzsche, nova opusc. p. 2 9 7 f. In 
a,f,' eavTou, as the subject of the reflexive is the Son in His 
relation to the Father, there does not lie any opposition be
tween the human and divine wills (Beyschlag), nor an indis
tinct and onesided reference to the human element in Christ 
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( de Wette) ; but it is the whole subject, tlie God-man, the 
incar·nate Logos, in whom the Aseietas agcndi, the self-determina
tion of action independently of the Father, cannot find place ; 
because otherwise He must either be divine only, and there
fore without the subordination involved in the economy of 
redemption (which is the case also with the 'TT'veuµ,a, xvi. 13), 
or else simply human ; therefore there is no contradiction 
between what is here said and the prologue (Reuss; comp. on 
the other side, Godet). - Jav µ,~ Tt, K.T.A.] refers simply to 
'TT'0£€1,V OVOEV, and not also to acf,' eavrou, See on Matt. xii. 
4 ; Gal. ii. 16. - /3AE7T''{/ T. 'TT'aT. 'TT'otouvTa] a familiar 
description, borrowed from the attention which children give 
to the conduct of their father-of the inner and immediate 
intuition which the Son perpetually has of the Father's work, 
in the perfect consciousness of fellowship of life with Him. 
This relation, which is not only religious ancl moral, but founded 
on a transcendental basis, is the necessary and immediate 
standard of the Son's working. See on ver. 20. -& ,yap b.v 
eKeivo<;, K.T.A.] Proof of the negative assertion by means of 
the positive relationship subsisting. - oµ,olw,;] equally, propor
tionately, qualifying 7roiei, indicating again the reciprocity or 
sameness of action already expressed by TauTa, and thus more 
strongly confirming the perfect equality of the relationship. 
It is, logically speaking, the pariter (Mark iv. 16; John xxi. 
13 ; 1 Pet. iii. 1) of the category mentioned. 

Ver. 2 0. Moral necessity in God for the aforesaid a ,y'ap &v 
EKeivo<;, etc. Comp. iii 35. -,yap refers to the whole of 
what follows down to 'TT'Otei, of which Kal µ,dtova, etc., gives 
the result. - c/>t°Aei'] "qui amat, nil celat," Bengel. The dis
tinction between this and a,ya7r~ (which D., Origen, Chry
sostom here read), diligit (see Tittrnann, Synon. p. 50), is to be 
retained even in John, though he uses both to denote the same 
relationship, but with varying definiteness of representation. 
Comp. iii 35, xxi 15. ifJiMi'v is always the proper affection 
of love. Comp. xi. 3, 36, xvi. 27, xx. 2, et al. But this 
love has its basis in the metaphysical and eternal relation of 
the Father to the Son, as His µ,ovo,yevf/<; v[o,; (i. 14, 18), and 
does not first begin in time. Comp. Luthardt. - 'TT'avTa 

~etKvvlTtv] He shows Him all, permits Him to see in i.mme-
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diate self-revelation all that He Himself doetli, that the Son also 
may do these things after the pattern of the Father. Descrip
tion of the inner and essential intimacy of the Father with the 
Son, according to which, and indeed by virtue of His love to 
the Son, He makes all His own working an object of intuition 
to the Son for His like working (comp. ver. 17),-the humanly 
conditioned continuation of what He had seen in His pre
human existence, iii. 11, vi. 46.1- «ai µ,eltova, «.T.>...J a 
new sentence, and an advance in the discourse, the theme of 
all that follows down to ver. 3 0 : and greater works than these 
(the healings of the sick spoken of) will He show Him; He will 
give Him His example to do them also. - i'va J the divine 
purpose of this,-not in the sense of wo-TE (Baeumlein). -
vµ,£Z'>] ye unbelievers. Jesus does not say mo-T€'677Te; He 
means the surprise of shame, viz. at the sight2 of His works. 

Ver. 21. Jesus now specifies these µ,£trova lp,ya, namely, 
the quickening of the dead, and judgment (vv. 21-30); lp,ya 
accordingly is a broader conception than miracle, which, how
ever, is included in the category of the Messianic lp,ya. See 
especially ver. 36. 

Ver. 21. He speaks of the operation of His power in 
judging and raising the dead, first in an ethical sense down 
to ver. 27, and then, vv. 28, 29, subjoins the actual and 
universal awakening of the dead as the completion of His 
entire life-giving and judicial work as the Messiah. Augustine 
anticipated this view (though illogically apprehending ver. 21 
in a moral sense, and ver. 22 in a physical), and it is adopted 
among the older writers, especially by Rupertius, Calvin, 
Jansen, Calovius, Lampe, and more recently by Li.icke, 
Tholuck, Olshausen, Maier, de Wette, Lange, Hilgenfeld, 
Lechler, A post. Zeitalt. p. 2 2 5 f., Weiss, Godet. Others have 

•1 This intimate relationship is to be regarded as one of uninterrupted continuity, 
nnd not to be limited merely to occasional crises in the life of Jesus (Gess, Pers. 
Clir. p. 237), of which there is not the slightest indication in John's Gospel. 
Comp. i. 52. This very continuous consciousness depends upon the continuance 
of the Logos consciousness (viii. 29, 69, xvii. 6, xvi 32),-a. view which is to 
be maintained against Weizsacker, who introduces even visions (evang. Oesch. 
p. 435) in explanation of this passnge, in the face of the known history of Jesus. 

1 For the astonishment connected with the la'a.rrda., is implied in tho context. 
s~e Niigelsb11ch, z. llias, p. 200, od. S. 
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extended the etMcal interpretation even as fa~· as vv. 2 8, 2 () 
(so Deysing in the Bibl. Brein. i. 6, Eckermann, Ammon, and 
many others; recently, Schweizer, B. Crusius, Reuss), which, 
however, is forbidden by the language and contents of vv. 28; 
29 ; see on vv. 28, 29. Further, when Luthardt (comp. 
Tholuck on vv. 21-23, and Hengstenberg on vv. 21-24, also 
Bruckner on ver. 21) understands two,rou,iv generally of the 
impartation of life, he must take both kinds of quickening as 
the two sides of the sw~, which appears quite irreconcilable 
with the right understanding of oO,;- 0l>,.ei, and with the 
distinct separation between the present and the future (the 
latter from ver. 28 onwards). The sc.>o7rO£€tV of the Messiah 
during His temporal working concerns the morally dead, of 
whom He morally quickens whom He will ; but at a future 
day, at the end of all things, He will call forth the physically 
dead from their graves, etc., vv. 28, 29. The carrying out of 
the double meaning of swo1roieiv onwards to ver. 28 (for vv. 
28, 29 even Luthardt himself takes as referring only to the 
final future) leads to confusion and forced interpretation (see 
on ol aKov<raVTer;, ver. 25). Further, most of the Fathers 
(Tertullian, Chrysostom and his followers, Nonnus, and others), 
most of the older expositors (Erasmus, Beza, Grotius, Bengel, 
and many others), and recently Schott in particular (Opusc. i. 
p. 19 7), Kuinoel, Baumeister (in the Wurtemb. Stud. II. 1), 
Weizel (in the Stud. u. Krit. 1836, p. 636), Kaeuffer, de sw~r; 

alwv not. p. 115 ff., also Baeumlein and Ewald, have taken 
the entire passage vv. 21-29 in a literal sense, as referring to 
the resurrection and the final jndgment. Against this it is 
decisive: (a) that Zva vµ,eir; 0avµ,as1JTE in ver. 20 represents 
the hearers as continuous witnesses of the works referred to, 
and these works, therefore, as successive developments which 
they will see along with others ; (b) that oOr; 0tA.ei is in keep
ing only with the ethical reference; (c) that Zva 1rdvTer; nµw<rt, 
etc., ver. 23, expresses a continuing result, taking place in the 
present (in the alwv ovTor;), and as divinely intended ; (d) 
that in ver. 24, '" Toii 0avaTov cannot be explained of physical 
death; (e) that in ver. 25, ,ca,l, viiv E<rT£V and o[ a,,cov<ravTer; are 
compatible only with reference to spiritual awakening. To 
this may be added, (/) that Jesus, where He speaks (vv. 28. 
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29) or tl1e literally dead, very distinctly marks out tl1e 
resurrection of these latter from that of the preceding as 
something greater and as still future, and designates the dead 
not merely with great definiteness as such (7rairr€~ oi e1, 'Tot~ 

µv'T}µE{oi~), but also makes their avc.to-'Tao-t~ tw11~ conditional, 
not, as in ver. 24, upon faith, but, probably seeing that they 
for the most part would never have heard the gospel, upon 
liaving done good,-thus characteristically distinguishing this 
quickening of the dead from that spoken of immediately 
before. - cfJo-7r€p ... two7l'Ot€t] The awakening and reviving 
of the dead is represented as the essential and peculiar busi
ness of the Father (Deut. xxxii. 3 9 ; 1 Sam. ii. 6 ; To bit xiii. 
2 ; Wisd. xvi. 13) ; accordingly the Present tense is used, 
because the statement is general. Comp. Rom. iv. 1 7. 
Observe, however, that Jesus here speaks of the awakening of 
the dead, which is peculiar to the Father, without making any 
distinction between the spiritual and literal dead ; this separa
tion first appears in the following reference to the Son. The 
awakening of both springs from the same divine source and 
basis of life. - e7Etpe1. and two7ro£E'i we might expect in 
rnverse order (as in Eph. ii. 5, 6); but the (wo7l'OL€tv is the 
key-note, which resound1: through all that follows, and 
accordingly the matter is regarded in accordance with the 
popular view, so that the making alive begins with the 
awakening, which therefore appears as the immediate ante
cedent of the (wo7rotEi:v, and is not again specially named in 
the apodosis. - oil~ 0tX.Et] for He will not quicken others 
because they believe not (ver. 24); this, and not an absolute 
decree (Calvin, Reuss), is the moral condition of His self
determination, just as also His Kplo-t~ (ver. 2 2) is in like 
manner morally determined. That this spiritual resurrection 
is independent oj the descent fvom Abmham, • is self-evident 
from the fact of its being spiritual ; but this must not be 
taken as actually stated in the ob~ 0€A€t. Many, who take 
(wo7l'otEi: lite1·ally, resort to the historical accounts of the 
raising of individuals from the dead (Lazarus, etc.), for which 
few cases the oD~ 0€'A.Et is neither appropriate nor adequnte. 
See, besides, ver. 25. Ewald takes God as the subject of 0i.Xe1, 
which is neither logical (on account of the Kal, which places 
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both subjects in the same line), nor possible according to the 
plain words, though it is self-evident that the Son acts only 
in the harmony of His will with that of the Father; comp. 
v-er. 30, vi 40. -{CLlo,roiei:] ethically, of the spiritual 
quickening to the higher moral {CLl1, instead of that moral 
death in which they were held captive when in the uncon
Yerted state of darkness and sin. See on Luke xv. 24; Matt. 
iv. 16; Eph. v. 14; Rom. vi. 13; Isa. xxvi. HJ. Without 
this {CLlo,ro[17ui,;, their life would remain ethically a tCLl~ d,{3,o,; 

(Jacobs, ad .Anthol. VII. p. 152), f3to,; d/3{CLl-ro,; (Xen. :A:fem. iv. 
8. 8). The Present, for He does it now, and is occupied with 
this t(L)o,roifi:v, that is, by means of His word, which is the 
life-giving call (vv. 24, 25). The Future follows in ver. 28. 

Ver. 2 2 does not state the ground of the Son's call to 
bestow life (Luthardt, comp. Tholuck and Hengstenberg), but 
is a justification of the oO,; 8e)..f£,-because the ,cplui,; refers 
only to those whom He will not raise to life,-in so far as it 
is implied that the others, whom the Son will not make alive, 
will experience in themselves the judgment of 1·r'J°ection (the 
anticipatory analogon of the decisive judgment at the second 
advent, ver. 2 9). It is given to no other than the Son to 
execute this final judgment. The ,cp{v€£ ouoeva should have 
prevented the substitution of the idea of separation for that of 
judginent (comp. iii. 17, 18). - ovoe ,ya,p o ,r.] for '11ot even 
the Father, to whom, however, by universal acknowledgment, 
judgment belongs.1 Consequently it depends only upon the 
Son, and the ot,,; OeXH has its vindication. Concerning ovoe, 
which is for the most part neglected by commentators, comp. 
vii. 5, viii 42, xxi 25. The antithesis dxxa, IC,T,"A.,, tells how 
far, though God is the world's Judge, the Father does not 
judge, etc. - ,cp{11€£] the judgmcnt of condemnation (iii. 17, 
18, v. 24, 27, 29), whose sentence is the opposite of tCLlo,roiei:v, 

the sentence of spiritual death. - -r~v ,cp{uiv ,rauav J judg
ment altogether (here also to be understood on its condemnatory 
side), therefore not only of the last act on the day of judg
ment (ver. 2 7), but of its entirety (see on xvi. 18), and con
sequently in its progress in time, whereby the oO,; OJ"A.ei is 
decided. 

1 Weiss, LelLrbe9r. p. 185, explains it ae iI it ran: obl, '>'"P ,.,;,., J ,,,.,unp, etc. 
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Ver. 23. The divine purpose which is to be attained in the 
relation of mankind to this judicial action of the Son. Observe 
the Present Su'bjunctive. - tea0ws-] for in the Son, who judges,. 
we have the appointed representative of the Father, and thus 
far (therefore always relatively, xiv. 23) He is to be honoured 
as the Father. Comp. what follows. How utterly opposed 
to this di vine intention was the procedure of the Jews, ver. 
18 ! It is incorrect, however, to take 1ta0ws-, as Baeumlein 
does, as causal (see on xiii. 34, xvii. 2), because the whole 
context turns upon the equality of the Father and the Son. -
ou nµ,~ -rov '11'aT€pa] i.e. in this very respect, that he does 
not honour the Son, who is the Sent of the Father. 

Ver. 24. The oDs- 0tJl.ei SCiJ0'17'oiei now receives-and that, 
too, with increasing solemnity of discourse-its more minute 
explanation, both as to the subjects whom it specifies (o -rov 
"'A.o,yov µ,ov a1tOV'.1>V, K.-r.'A..), and as to the SCiJ07rOt7)0"£S' itself 
(exei SCiJfJv). - ateouCiJv is simply heareth, but is closely con
nected with the following Kal '17'£0"T£UCiJV (comp. Matt. xiii.19 ff.), 
and thereby receives its definite reference. For the opposite, 
see xii 4 7. - exet t, al.] The sroo7rO£€£V is accomplished in 
him ; he has eternal life (iii. 15), i.e. the higher spiritual s(i)n, 
which, upon his entrance into the Messiah's kingdom, reaches 
its consummati0n in glorious Messianic s(i)n. He has, in that 
he is become a believer, passed from the spiritual death (see 
on ver. 21) into the eternal life (the sro~ 1ta-r' egoxnv), and 
cometh not into (condemnatory, comp. iii 18) juclgmcnt, because 
he has already attained unto that bfc.1 The result of this is: 
0ava-rov OU µ,~ 0eropnO"'[l, viii. 51. On the Perfect µ,em/3€/3., 
see iii. 18; 1 John iii. 14. 

Ver. 2 5. Jesus re-affirms what He had already asserted in 
ver. 24, but in the more concrete form of allegorical expres
sion. - teal vvv fonv] i.e. in its beginning, since Christ's 
entrance upon His life-giving ministry. Comp. iv. 2 3. The 
duration of this &pa, however, continues till the second advent ; 

1 Melnncthon : "Postqnnm illnxit fides seu fidncill Christi in corde, q Ull 
ngnoscimus nos vere a Deo recipi, exnudiri, regi, defcndi, sequitur pax et 
laetitia, quue est inchontio vitae neternne et tegit pecc11t11, quae adhuc in 
imbecillitnte nostra. haerent." Baur is wrong in concludmg from such passages 
(cou,p. viii. 61, xi. 26) that our evungelist verges closely on the doctrin~ of th~ 
Gcostics, 2 Tim. ii. 18, 
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already had it begun to be present, but, viewed in its com
pleteness, it still belonged to the future. The e::::positors who 
take the words to denote the litei-al resurrection (see ver. 25, 
even Hengstenberg), refer Ka& vuv la-, w to the individual 
instances of raising from the dead which Jesus wrought (John 
xi. ; Mark v. 41 ; Luke vii. 14; Matt. xi. 5); but this is as 
inappropriate in general as it is out of keeping with John's 
Gospel, for those individuals were not at all awaked to tw~ in 
the sense of the context, but only to the earthly life, which 
was still liable to death. Olshausen, who illogically explains 
ver. 2 5 as referring to the resurrection of the body, appeals to 
Matt. xxvii. 52, 53. -ol veKpol] the spiritually dead; Matt. 
viii. 22; Rev. iii 1; and see on ver. 21.- T~<; cpwv~,;] 
according to the context, the ra-urrection summons (ver. 28)~ 
which is here really, in the connection of the allegory, the 
morally life-giving preaching of Christ. The spiritually dead, 
generally, according to the category ol veKpot, will hear this 
voice, but all will not au:ake to its call; only oi a"ova-avTH, 
which therefore cannot be taken in the same sense as 
aKova-ov-rai, but must signify : those who will have given ear 
thereto. Comp. viii 43, 47. In Latin: "Mortui audient ... 
et qui audicntes fuerint," etc. It is the aKouew KaXouvTo<;, 
Plut. Sert. 11, al., U/COIJ€£V 7raparyrytA.Xov-ro<;, and the like, 
a"ovew -rou r.poa-TUl'fµaTo<; (Polyb. xi 19. 5). If we under
stand the words of bodily awakening, ol aKova-avTe<; with the 
article is quite inexplicable. Chrysostom : cf,w~,; aKova-av-re,; 
E'TT'£TaTT01Ja-7J<; ; Grotius : " simul atque audierint." All such 
renderings, as also the vague explanation of Hengstenberg,1 

would require a,cova-av'T€<; merely without the article; 2 and 
t~a-ouaw would, in opposition to the entire context, signify 
"to live" generally, in an indifferent sense. Olshausen, indeed, 
supplements aKova-av-re,;-which, nevertheless, must of neces
sity refer to -r~, <f>w~,-by -rov ">,.oryov from ver. 24: "they 
who in this life hear the word of God." It is just as 
impossible to hold, with Luthardt (so far as he would include 

1 The article is said to indicate the inseparable connection between hearing 

and life. 
2 See Eurip. Hee. 25, 26, and Pflugk thereon. Dut a/ ,;.,..~,.ams with the 

article is : quicunq?.UJ audiverune. 
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the literal resurrection), that al aKovc,a1m,<; refers to those 
"who hear the last call of Jesus differently from others, i.e. 
foyfully receiving it, and therefore attain to life." This is an 
imported meaning, for there is no such modal limitation in the 
text; but ol aJCOV(j'avTE<; alone, which, so far as it must differ 
from the general aJC01J(jovTa£, can only designate those who 
give ear, and by this the literal resurrection is excluded. For 
this double meaning of aKoveiv in one sentence, see Plat. Legg. 
p. 712 B : 8eov • •• E'1T"£JCaXwµe0a· o OE a/COIJ(j'€£€ TE JCal aKOV(j'a<;' 

(cum exaudiverit) ... eX0oi, and also the proverbial expression 
' I \ ' I aJCovovTa µ'T} aKoveiv. 

Vv. 26, 27. The life denoted by the aforesaid s17uov(j'tv, 

seeing the subjects of it were dead, must be something which 
is in process of being imparted to them,-a life which comes 
from the Son, the quickener. But He could not impart it if 
He had not in Himself a divine and independent fountain of 
life, like the Father, which the Father, the absolutely living 
One (vi 57), gave Him when He sent Him into the world to 
accomplish His Messianic work; comp. x. 3 6. The following 
eowKev (ver. 27) should itself have prevented the reference to 
the eternal generation (Augustine and many others, even 
Gess). Besides (therefore ver. 2 7), if only the aKov(j'avTer; 

(comp. otr; 0eXei, ver. 21) are to live, and the other vEKpoi 

not, the Son must have received from the Father the warrant 
and power of judging and of deciding who are to live and 
who not. This power is given Him by the Father because He 
is the Son of man; for in His incarnation, i.e. in the fact that 
the Son of God (incarnate) is a child of man ( comp. Phil. ii. 7 ; 
Gal. iv. 4; Rom. i. 3, viii 3), the essence of His nature as 
Redeemer consists, and this consequently is the reason in the 
history of redemption why the Father has equipped Him for 
the Messianic function of judgment. Had the Son of God not 
become a child of man, He could not have been the fulfiller 
of the Father's decree of redemption, nor have been entrusted 
with judicial power. Luthardt (comp. Hofmann, Schriftbcw. 
II. 1, p. 78) says incorrectly: "for God desired to judge the 
world by means of a man," which is a thought much too vagne 
for this passage, and is borrowed from Acts xvii. 31. De 
Wette, with whom Briickner concurs (comp. also Reuss), more 
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correctly says : " It denotes the Logos as a hmnan manif ~ta
tion,1 and in this lies the reason why He judges, for the 
hidden God eould not be judge." But this negative and refined 
definition of the reason given, " because He is the Son of 
man," can all the less appropriately be read between the 
lines, the more it savours of Philonic speculation, and the 
more current the view of the Deity as a Judge was among 
the Jews. So, following Augustine, Luther, Castalio, Jansen, 
and most others, B. Crusius (comp. also Wetstein, who adduces 
Heb. iv. 15) : "because executing judgment requires direct 
operation upon mankind." 2 Others (Grotius, Lampe, Kuinoel, 
Liicke, Olshausen, Maier, Baumlein, Ewald, and most others, 
now also Tholuck) : " vio,; av0p. is He who is announced in 
Dan. vii. and in the book of Enoch as the Messiah" (see on 
Matt. viii. 20), where the thought has been set forth succes
sively in various ways; Liicke (so also Baeumlein): "because 
He is the Mess'iah, and judgment essentially belongs to the 
work of the Messiah" (comp. Ewald). Tholuck comes nearest 
to the right sense : " because He is become man, i.e. is the 
Redeemer, but with this redemption itself the Kplu,,; also is 
given." Hengstenherg: "as a reward for taking humanity 
irpon Hirn." Against the whole explanation from Dan. vii. 13, 
however, to which Beyschlag, Christal. p. 29, with his expla
nation of the ideal man (the personal standard of divine 
judgment), adheres, it is decisive that in the N. T. throughout, 
wherever "Son of man" is used to designate the Messiah, 
both words have the article : a vio,; 'TOV av0pw7rOV (in John 
i. 52, iii. 13, 14, vi. 27, 52, 62, viii. 28,xii. 23, 34, xiii. 31): 

1 Or the relative humanity ot H irg. who is God's Son. The expression is there• 
fore dil!erent from : "because He 18 man." 

2 Comp. also Baur in Hilgenfeld's Zeitsclir. J. wiss. Theol. 1860, p. 276 ff., 
and N. T. 'l'lieol. p. 79 ft. ; Holtzmann in the same, 1865, p. 234 f. Akin 
t,; this interpretation is that ot Weiss, p. 224: " so for as He is e. son of rnnn, 
aud can in ltuman form bring near to rnen the life-giving revelation of God." 
Even thus, however, what is said to be the point of the reason given has to be 
suppliecl This holds also against Godet, who confounds things that differ: 
"On one side judgment must proceed from the womb of humanity as nn • hom
mage a Dieu,' and on the other it is entrusted by God's love as e. purification 
ut hu111a111ty to Him who voluntarily became man." Groos (in the Stud. u. Krit. 
1868, I'· 260) substantially agrees with Beyschlag. 
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viov av0pr:nrou without the article 1 occurs in Ilev. i. 13, xiv. 
14, but it does not express the idea of the Messiah. Thus 
the prophecy in Daniel does not enter into consideration here ; 
but " son of a hitman being" is correlative to " son of God " ( of 
the Fathe1·, vv. 25, 26), although it must frankly be acknow
ledged that the expression does not necessarily presuppose 
birth from a virgin.2 The Peshito, Armenian version, Theophy
lact, Euthymius Zigabenus, Paulus, connect the words-rightly 
taking via<; av0p. to mean man-with what follows: "Marvel 
not that He is a man." This is not in keeping with the con
text, while -rou-ro witnesses for the ordinary connection. -
,(J)~V lxeiv lv fou-r~] in Himself. " Est emphasis in hoe 
dicto : vitam habere in sese, i. e. alio modo quam creaturae, 
angeli et homines," Melancthon. Comp. i 4, xiv. 6.3 The 
words "al vuv lu-rw are certainly decisive against Gess (Pers. 
Ohr. p. 301), who ascribes the gift of life by the Father to the 
Son as referring only to His pre-existent glory and His state of 
exaltation, which he considers to have been "suspended" during 
the period of His earthly life. The prayer at the grave of 
Lazarus only proves that Christ exercised the power of life, 
which was bestowed upon Him as His own, in accordance 
with the Father's will. See on ver. 21. 

Vv. 28-30. Marvel not at this (comp. iii 7), viz. at what I 
have asserted concerning my life-giving and judicial power ; 

1 Weizslicker ( Unte1·s. ub. d. evang. Gesch. p. 431) cuts away this objection 
by the statement, without proof, that u/a, l,.,dp. without the article belongs to 
the explanatory exposition of the fourth Gospel. Baeumlein e.nd Beyschlng, to 
account for the absence of the article, content themselves with saying that ui,, 
l,.,dp. is the predicate, and therefore (comp. Holtzmo.nn) the point would turn on 
the meaning of the conception. But theforinal and unchanging title, , uia, .,.,;; 
l,.,dp., would not agree with that; e.nd, moreover, in this way the omission only 
of the first article, and not of the second ( .,.,ii), would be explained; u/a, l,,,dp,:,,..,u 
can only mean son of a man. Comp. Barnabas, Ep. xii. (Dressel.) 

2 He who is Son of God is son of e. man-the latter ,.,..,,. rra.p,.,,,, i. 14 ; the 
former xa.T~ .,.,,Ufl-a. a.y1A1t1U'I,,,, Ron1. ix. 6, i. 3. 

• Quite in opposition to the I, ! .. u .. ;;, WeizsKckcr, in the Jalirb. f. Deutsche 
Tlteol. 1857, p. 179, understands the possession of life as brought about " by 
transference or connnunicationfrom the Father." Chap. vi. 57 likewise indicates 
life as e.n essential possession, brought with Him (i. 4) from His pr~-existcnt 
state in His mission from the Father, and e.ccoruiug to the Father's will and 
appointment, Col. i. 19, ii. 10. 
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fo1· 1 the last and greatest stage of this my Messianic quickening 
work (not the work of the :\oiyo, as the absolute t"'1, to whom 
Baur refers the whole passage, vv. 20 ff.; see, on the contrary, 
Tiri.i.ckner) is yet to come, namely, the raising of the actually 
dead out of their graves, and the final judgment.2 Against 
the interpretation of this verse ( see on ver. 21) in a fig'urative 
sense ( comp. Isa. xxvi. 19 ; Ex. xxxvii. 12 ; Dan. xii. 2), it is 
decisive that oi ev Toi:, µ,v'f}µ,€{oi, would have to mean merely 
the spiritually dead, which would be quite out of keeping with 
oi Ta. aiya0a. 7roi1<TavT€,. Jesus Himself intimates by the words 
oi ev Toi:, µ,v'f}µ,fioi, that He here is passing from the spiri
tually dead, who thus far have been spoken of, to the actual 
dead. - on] argumentum a majori; the wonder at the less 
disappears before the greater, which is declared to be that 
which is one day to be accomplished. We are not to supply, 
as Luthardt does, the condition of faithful meditation on the 
latter, for the auditors were unbelieving and hostile; but the 
far more wonderful fact that is told does away with the wonder 
which the lesser had aroused, goes beyond it, and, as it were, 
causes it to disappear. - lpx€Tat ~pa] Observe that no ,cal 
vuv E<TTW, as in ver. 25, could be added here. - ,ravTH] 

Here it is as little said that all shall be raised at the sa1ne 
tiine, as in ver. 2 5 that all the spiritually dead shall be 
quickened simultaneously. The TUf'/P,aTa, which Paul distin
guishes at the resurrection, 1 Cor. xv. 23, 24, and which are 
rn harmony with the teaching of Judaism and of Christ Him
self regarding a twofold resurrection (Bertholdt, Cllristol. pp. 
1 76 ff., 203 ff.; and see on Luke xiv. 14), find room likewise 
in the wpa, which is capable of prophetic extension. - o i nt 
aiya0a. ,roi1uavT€,, K.T.:\.] that is, the first resurrection, that 
of the just, who are regarded by Jesus in a purely ethical 

1 Ewald renders :,,., that: "Marvel not at thfa, tltat (as I said in ver. 1) an 
\our is coming," etc. But in vcr. 25 the thought and expression are different 
from our text. 

• It is not right, as is already plain from the text and ver. 27, to say that in 
John the ju<lgment is always represented as an inner fnct (so even Holtzmnnn, 
Judenth. u. Christenth. p. 422). The saying, "The worltl's history is the world's 
jndgment," only partially represents John's view; in John the last day is not 
without the J;,st judyment, and t/ii,a la.at judgment is with him the worltl-iudg• 
went. See on iiL 18. 
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aspcrt, and apart from all national particularism. See on 
Luke xiv. 14, and comp. John vi. 39. It was far from His 
object here to dwell upon the necessity of His redemption 
being appropriated by faith on the part of the dead here 
spoken of; He gives expression simply to the abstract moral 
normal condition (comp. Rom. ii. 7, 13; Matt. vii. 21). This 
necessity, however, whereby they must belong to the oi Tov 

Xpunov (1 Cor. xv. 23; comp. Matt. xxv. :n sqq.), implies the 
descensus Christi ad inferos. - El<; ava<TT. sw17<;] they will 
come forth (from their graves) into a resurrection of life (re
presented as local), i.e. to a resurrection, the necessary result 
of which (comp. Winer, p. 177 [E.T. p. 235]) is life, life in 
the Messiah's kingdom. Comp. 2 Mace. vii. 14 : ava<TTa<Tl<; 

eli; sw1v ; Dan. xii. 2 ; Rom. v. 18 : StKalw(n<; swry<;. -

tcpluec.,i;] to whichjudgment pertains, and judgment, according 
to the context, in a condemnatory sense (to eternal death in 
Gchenna); and accordingly avauTa<T£<; SW1J<; does not exclude 
an act of judgment, which awards the sc.,1. - .As to the dis
tinction between 1rote'iv and 1rpaTTetv, see on iii. 20, 21. Ver. 
3 0 further adds the guarantee of the rectitude of this Kpfoti;, 

and this expressed in a general way, so that Jesus describes 
His judgment generally; hence the Present, denoting continuous 
action, and the general introductory statement of ver. 19, o u 
ouvaµ,at, etc. - tca0w<; atcOVCd J i.e. from God, who, by virtue 
of the continual communion and confidence subsisting between 
Him and Christ, always makes His judgment directly and 
consciously known to Him, in accordance with which Christ 
gives His verdict. Christ's sentence is simply the declaration 
of God's judgment consequent upon the continuous self
revelation of God in His consciousness, whereby the aKovctv 

from the Father, which He possessed in His pre-existent state, 
is continued in time. - OT£ ov S'1JTW, 1t.T.A..] "I cannot there
fore deviate from the ,cp{vetv tca0wi; atcovc.,; and my judgmeut, 
seeing it is not that of an individual, but divine, 1nust be 
just." - Tov 1reµ,y-. µ,e, tc.'T.X.] as it consequently accords 
with this my dependence upon God. 

Ver. 31. Justification of His witness to Himself from ver. 
19 ff., intermingled with denunciation of Jewish unbelief 
(vv. 31-40), which Jesus continues down to ver. 47. -The 
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connection is not that Jesus now passes on to the Ttµ~ which 
is due to Him (ver. 23), and demands faith as its true form 
(Luthardt), for the conception of nµ~ does not again become 
prominent ; but €7r€£0~ ToiavTa 7r€pl €aUTOU µapTup~<rar; E'"fll<iJ 

TOV<; 'I ouSaiour; i118uµouµe11our; a11n81:i11a1, Kal €i7r€tll' OTL eav (j(/ 

µapTup€ir; 7r€pt <T€aUTOV, ,j µapTup{a CTOU OUK €<TTLII a">..170~<;' 
'<:- \ \ • • • 'f: ' ' , 0 ' <:-, • ouoEL<; ,yap €auT~ µapTupwv a 5 to7rL<rTor; €11 av pw1roir; 0£ ur,o-

.,., ,I.. "\ - ' '"' r., \ • ., ,, "\ "\ , • , • 
'1' 1a11 't'll\.UUTLar;· 7rpoel\,a,-,€ Ka£ €t7r€1/ 0 €µ1;/\,/\,01/ €t7rELI/ E/C€tl/O£, 

Euthymius Zigabenus. Comp. Chrysostom. Thus at the same 
time is solved the seeming contradiction with viii. 14. - e,yw] 
emphatic : if a personal witness concerning myself only, and 
therefore not an attestation from another quarter. Comp. 
aXXor;, ver. 32. - ou,c foTl,11 aA.'1}0.] i.e. formally speaking, 
according to the ordinary rule of law (Chetub. f. 23, 2: 
" testibus de se ipsis non credunt," and see W etstein). In 
reality, the relation is different in Christ's case, see viii. 13-16 ; 
but He does not insist upon this here, and we must not there
fore uIJderstand His words, with Baeumlein, as if He said : 
€i eyw eµapn5pouv ... OU/C ~II ~II aX170~r; 11 µapTup{a µou. Chap. 
viii. 54, 55 also, and 1 Cor iv. 15, xiii 1, Gal. i. 8, are not 
conceived ·of in this way. 

Ver. 32. Another is He who bears witness of me. This is 
understood either of John the Baptist (Chrysostom, Theophy
lact, N onnus, Euthymius Zigabenus, Erasmus, Grotius, Paulus, 
Baumgarten Crusius, de W ette, Ewald) or of God (Cyril, 
Augustine, Bede, Rupertius, Beza, Aretius, Cornelius a Lapide, 
Calovius, Bengel, Kuinoel, Liicke, Tholuck, Olshausen, Maier, 
Luthardt, Lange, Hengstenberg, Briickuer, Baeumlein, Godet). 
The latter is the right reference; for Jesus Himself, ver. 34, 
does not attach importance to John's witness, but rather lays 
claim, vv. 3 6, 3 7, only to the higher, the divine witness. -
,cal, oloa, oT", K.T.A.] not a feeble assurance concerning Goel 
( de W ette's objection), but all the weightier from its sim
plicity, to which the very form of the expression is adapted 
(11 µapwp{a, ~" µapwpei 7r€p'i eµov), and, moreover, far too 

solemn for the Baptist's testimony. On µapTuplav µap

T up e i, v, comp. Isa. iii 11, xii 2 5 ; Plato, Eryx. p. 3 9 9 11 ; 
Dem. 1131. 4. 

Vv. 33, 34. "That witness, whose testimony you have, 
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yoimelves elicited, John the Baptist, I do not accept, because it 
is a human testimony; I mention him for yonr salvation (not 
for my advantage), because ye have not appreciated him 
according to his high calling (ver. 3 5) ; the witness which I 
have is greater," etc. Ver. 36. - uµei:i;] you, on your part. 
- µ,eµapT. Tfi aX110.] i. 19 ff. "All that he said was testi
mony in favour of the truth; for the state of the case (with 
reference particularly to what be said of the Messiah) was as 
he testified." - eryw oe] but I on my part. -T~V µapTVplav] 
the witness in question, which is to tell for me. This I cannot 
receive/ram any man. Jesus will not avail Himself of any 
human witness in this matter ; He puts it away from Him. 
Accordingly, "A.aµ/3. T. µ,apTup{av, just as in iii 11, 32, is to be 
taken of the acceptance, not indeed believing acceptance, but 
acceptance as proof, conformably with the context. Others, 
unnecessarily deviating from John's usage," I borrow" (Li.icke), 
"I strive after, or lay hold of" (B. Crusius, comp. Beza, Grotius), 
"I snatch" (de Wette). - iva uµeii; uCi>0-ryTE] for your ad
vantage, that you on your part (in opposition to any personal 
interest) may attain to salvation. They should take to heart 
the remembrance of the Baptist's testimony (TavTa Af."/Ci>), and 
thus be roused to faith, and become partakers of the Messiah's 
redemption ; " i,estra res agitur," Bengel. 

Ver. 35. What a manifestation he was, yet how lightly ye 
esteemed him! - ~v and ~0e"A.. point to a manifestation 
already past. - o "A.vxvoi;] not TO ipwi;, i. 8, but less; hr.nr,e 
ipw,; in the second clause is used only predicatively. The 
article denotes the appointed lamp which, according to 0. T. 
promise, was to appear, and had appeared in John as the fore
runner of the Messiah, whose vocation it was to inform the 
people of the Messianic salvation (Luke i 76, 77). The 
figure of the man who lights the way for the approaehing 
bridegroom (Luthardt) is very remote. Comp. rather the 
similar image, though not referred to here, of the mission of 
Elias, Ecclus. xlviii. 1. . The comparison with a lamp in 
similar references was very common (2 Sam. xxi. 17; Rev. 
xxi. 2 3 ; 2 Pet. i. 19). Comp. also Strabo, xiv. p. 642, 
where Alexander the rhetorician bears the surname o Avxvoi;. 
- Katoµ,evo~ "al cpa{vCi>v] is not to be interpreted of two 

ll 
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different properties (buming zeal and light-giving) ; in tho 
nature of things they go together. A lamp burns and shines; 
this it does of necessity, and thus it is represented. Comp. 
Luke xii. 35; Rev. iv. 5. - vµE'i<, 0€, K.T.A.] striking de
scription of the frivolous worldliness which would gratify its 
own short-lived excitement and pleasure in this new and 
grand manifestation, instead of making use of it to obtain 
saving knowledge, and allowing its full solemnity to operate 
upon them. The Jews flocked in great crowds to the Baptist 
(Matt. iii. 5, xi. 7 ff), as to the messenger of the approaching 
glorious kingdom of the Messiah; but instead of finding what 
they desired (~0EA~CT.), they found all the severity of the spirit 
of Elias calling to repentance, and how soon was the concourse 
over ! In like manner, the Athenians hoped to find a new 
and passing diverti,ssemcnt when the Apostle Paul came among 
them. " Johanne utendum erat, non fruendum," Bengel -

' ., ] ... , "\ , , ,.. ~ , , \ ' " ' 
'1T p O ', W pa V 'TOU €VKOl\,/aV avTWV O€£KVUV'TO', £(TT£ Ka£ OT£ TaXEW', 

au,-ov a1r€'7r1811CTav, Chrysostom. Comp. Gal. ii. 5; Philem. 
15. The main feature of the perverted desire does not lie in 
r.p'o., rJ,pav, which more accurately describes the aryaAA. accord
ing to its frivolity, so soon changing into satiety and disgust, 
but in aryaA'A.. itself, instead of which P,ETavoia should have 
been the object of their pursuit. - ev 'Tff q,w,-i a1hov] in, i.e. 
encompassed by hi,s light, the radiance which shone forth from 
him. Comp. 1 Pet. i. 6; and for xalpEtv ev, see on Phil. i. 18. 

Ver. 36. 'Eryw oe] Formal antithesis to vµEt'> in ver. 35, 
and referring back to the eryw 0€ of ver. 3 4. - I have the 
witness which i,s greater (not "the greater witness ;" see Kuhner, 
II.§ 4!)3. 1) than John. Tov 'Iooavvov in the sense of T~'> 

'Tov 
0

'Iwav., according to a well-known comparatio compendiaria.1 

See on Matt. v. 20. On µEl too, i.e. "of weightier evidence," 
comp. Isoc. Archid. § 32: µap,-vplav µdt"' ,cai uaq>ECT'Tlpav. -

,-d Eprya] not simply the miracles strictly so called, but the 
Messianic works generally, the several acts of the Messiah's 
entire work, the Epryov of Jesus (iv .. 34, xvii 4). "Eprya are 
always deeds, not word and teachings (word and work are 
distinct conceptions, not only in Scripture, but elsewhere like-

1 The reading adopted by Lachmann, ,u,,,~.,, (A. B. F. G. M . .6,, Cursives), is 
ci.othing else than an error of transcriptio11. 
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wise; see Lobeck, Paralip. pp. 64, 65; Ellen<lt, Lex. Soph. I. 
p. 672; Pflugk, ad Eur. Hee. 373); but what the word of 
Jesus effected, spiritual quickening (ver. 20), separation, en. 
lightenment, and so on, and in like manner the resurrection 
ot the dead and judgrnent (vv. 28, 29), are included in the 
ep"(a, and constitute His ep"(ov as a whole. When miracles 
properly so called are designated by the more general term 
ep1a, it is indicated in the context, as in iii. 2, vii. 3, 21, and 
often. - eow,ce] hath given, expressing the divine appointment, 
and bestowment of power. Comp. Homer, Il. e. 42 8 : ov Tot, 

T_EICVOV lµ,6v, 0€00Ta£ 'TT'OAffJ,~'ia ep"/a, Comp. v. 72 7. - Zva 
re'A. aunt] Intention of the Father in committing to Him 
the works: He was to accomplish them (comp. iv. 34, xvii. 4), 
not to leave them undone or only partially accomplished, but 
fully to carry out the entire task which the works divinely 
entrusted to Him involved for the attainment of the goal 
of :i\'.Iessianic salvation.-avrd. Td. ep"(a] those very work;, 
emphatic repetition (Kiihner, II. § 632), where, moreover, the 
homoeoteleuton (the recurrence of the d. five times running) 
must not be regarded as a dissonance (Lo beck, Paralip. p. 5 3). 
- a E"fW 'TT'otw] E"fw with august self-consciousness. As to 
how they witness, see xiv. 11. 

Ver. 37. From the works which testified that He was the 
Sent of God, He now passes to the witness cf the Sender Him,• 
self; therefore from the indirect divine testimony, presented in 
the works, to the direct testimony in the Scriptures. And the 
Pather Himself, who hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. 
The subject, which is placed at the beginning of the sentence, 
the independence (immediateness) expressed by avror;, together 
with the Perfect µ,eµ,apr., unite to prove that there is no longer 
any reference here to the previous testimony, that of the 
works, by which God had borne testimony (against Augus
tine, Grotius, Maldonatus, Olshausen, Baur, and most others). 
Quite arbitrary, and in opposition to the account of the 
baptism given by John, is the view which others take, that the 
divine witness given in the voice at the baptism, Matt. iii. 1 7 
(but see rather John i. 33), is here meant (Chrysostorn, 
Rupertius, Jansen, Bengel, Lampe, Paulus, Godet). While 
Ewald (Johann. Sehr. I. 216) includes together both the 
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baptism and tlrn works, Hengstenberg adds to these two the 
witness of Scripture likewise ; others, again, "the i1n1nediate 
divine, witne,ss in the believer's heart, by means of which the 
indirect testimony of the works is first apprehended" (De 
W ette, B. Crusius, Tholuck), the "drawing" of the Father, 
vi. 14, comp. vi. 45, viii. 4 7. But there is not the slightest 
indication in the text that an outward, perceptible, concrete, 
and objective witness is meant; nay more, in the face of the 
following connection (tpow1v ... ft0o~). The only true interpre
tation in harmony with the context is that which takP,S it to 
mean the witness which God Himself has given in His word, 
in the Scriptures of the 0. T. (Cyril, Nonnus, Theophylact, 
Euthymius Zigabenus, Beda, Calvin, Kuinoel, Li.icke, Lange, 
Maier, Luthardt). In the 0. T. prophecies, God Himself bas 
lifted up His voice and revealed His form. - otu tp(J)v~v, 
K,T.>...J Reproach of want of susceptibility for this testimony, all 
the more emphatic through the absence of any antithetic par
ticle. Neither a voice of His have ye ever heard, nor a form of 
His have ye ever seen. \Vith respect to what God had spoken in 
the 0. T. as a testimony to Christ (µeµapT1Jp. 7rep~ Jµov), or as 
to the manner in which, with a like purpose, He had therein 
given His self-manifestation to the spiritual contemplation (He 
had made known his oo~a; comp. µoptp~ 0Eov, Phil. ii. 6),-to 
the one ye were spiritually deaf, to the other ye were spiritually 
blind. As the first cannot, conformably with the context, be 
taken to mean the revealing voice of God within, vouchsafed 
to the prophets (De Wette), so neither can the second refer 
merely to the 17ieophanies (in particular, to the appearances o{ 
the Angel of the Lord, Hengstenberg) and prophetic visions,1 
but to the entire seif-revelaiion of God in the 0. T. generally, by 
virtue of which He lets Himself be seen by him who has eyes 
to see ;-a general and broad interpretation, which corresponds 
with the general nature of the expression, and with its logical 
relation to µeµap-r. '11'. Jµ,ov. The Jews could not have heard 
the voice at the baptism, nor could they have seen the form of 
God as. the Logos had seen it, i 18, iii. 13; and for this 

1 Jesus could not reproach His opponents with not having received prophetic 
revelatioDB, BUch as Theophanies and Visions, for these were mnrks of distinction 
l;>cBtowcd only on individuals. This als_o against Weiss, Lelirbegr. pp. 104, 105. 
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reason neither the one meaning nor the other can be found in 
the words (Ewald). Every interpretation, moreover, is incorrect 
which finds in them anything but a reproach, because Jesus 
speaks in the second person, and continues to do so in ver. 38, 
where the tone of censure is still obvious. We must therefore 
reject the explanation of B. Crusius : "never hitherto bas this 
immediate revelation of God taken place;" and that of Tholuck: 
"ye have not received a more direct revelation than did Moses 
and his cotemporaries (Num. xii 8; Dent. iv. 15, v. 24), but 
ye have not received within you the witness of the revelation 
in the word,"-an artificial connecting of ver. 3 7 with ver. 3 8, 
which the words forbid. Paulus and Kuinoel (comp. Euthy
rnius Zigabenus) likewise erroneously say that "Jesus here 
concedes, in some degree, to the Jews what they bad themselves 
wished to urge in objection, viz. that they had beard no divine 
voice, etc. Comp. Ebrard (in Olshausen), who imports the 
idea of irony into the passage. 

Ver. ~8. At the end of ver. 37 we must place only a 
comma. John might have continued: oihe Tov Aoryov, K.T.A.; 
instead of which he attaches the negation not to the particle, 
but to the verb (oiiTE ... ,ea,, see on iv. 11), and thus the new 
thought comes in more independently: And ye have not His 
word abiding in yoii; ye lack an inner and permanent appro
priation of it; comp. 1 John ii. 14. The 'A.o,yor; lhou is not 
"the inner revelation of God in the conscience" (Olshausen, 
Frommann), but, conformably with the context (vv. 37, 39), 
what God has spoken in the 0. 'l.~, and this according to its 
purport. Had they given ear to this as, what it is in truth, 
the word of God (but they bad no ear for God's voice, ver. 
37), had they discerned therein God's manifestation of Him
self (but they had no eye for God's form, ver. 3 7), what God 
had spoken would have penetrated through the spiritual ear 
and eye into the heart, and woiilcl have become the abiding power 
of thefr inner life. - lhi av U.'TT'J<FTE£AEV, /C.T.A.] demonstra
tion 01 the fact. He who rejects the sent of God cannot have 
that word abiding in him, which witnesses to Him who is 
sent (ver. 3 7). " Quomodo mandata regis discet qui legatum 
excludit?" Grotius.-TOUTq> vµeir;] observe the emphasis in 
the position of the words here. 
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Vv. 39, 40 bring out to view the complete pe1·versity of 
this u1Weli0f. "The Scriptures testify of me, as the Mediator 
of eternal life; he, therefore, who searches the Scriptures, 
because in them he thinks he has eternal life, will by that 
"·itness be referred to me; ye search the Scriptures, because, 
etc., and yet refuse to follow me according to their guidance." 
How inconsistent and self-contradictory is this! That €pevva.Te 
is Indicative (Cyril, Erasmus, Casaubon, Beza, Bengel, and 
many moderns, also Kuinoel, Lucke, Olshausen, Klee, De 
W ette, Maier, Hilgenfeld, Bruckner, Godet), and not Irnpera
tive (Chrysostom, Augustine, Theophylact, Euthymius Ziga
benus, Luther, Calvin, .Aretius, Maldonatus, Cornelius a Lapide, 
Grotius, Calovius, Wolf, W etstein, Paulus, B. Crusius, Tholuck, 
Hofmann, Luthardt, Baeumlein, Ewald, Hengstenberg, arguing 
from Isa. xxxiv. 16), is thus clear from the context, in which 
the Imperative would introduce a foreign element, especially 
out of keeping with the correlative "al ov 0t'A.eTe. Comp. also 
Lechler in the Stud. u. Krit. 1854, p. 795. The searching of 
the Scripture,S might certainly be attributed to the Jews, comp. 
vii 52 (against B. Crusius and Tholuck); but a special sig
nificance is wrongly attached to epevva.Te (a study which pene
trates into the subject itself, and attains a truly inward 
possession of the word, Luthardt); and the contradiction of 
ver. 40, which forms such a difficulty, is really nothing but 
the inconsistency which Jesus wishes to bring out to view. -
vµ,ei~] emphatic, for you, ye on your part, are the people 
who think this. Still there lies in oo,ce'iTE neither blame,1 

nor (as Ewald maintains, though ver. 45 is different) a deli
cate sarcastic reference to their exaggerated and scholastic 
reverence for the letter of Scripture, but certainly a contrast 
to the actual exeiv, which Jesus could not affirm concerning 
them, because they did not believe in Him who was testified 

1 According to Hilgenfeld, Lelirbegr. p. 213 (comp. bis Evang. p 272, and 
Zeitachr. 1863, p. 217), directed against the delusion ot the Jews, that they 
possessed the perfect source of blessedness in the literal sense ot the 0. T. which 
proct:eded from the Demiurge, and was intended by him. Even Rothe, in the Stud. 
u. Krit. 1860, p. 67, takes~.,.,;.,.., in the sense of a delusion, viz. that they posse~sP.11 
eternal life in a book. Such explanations are opposed to the high veneration mani• 
fested by Jesus towards the Holy Scriptures, especially apparent in John, though 
here even Weiss, p. 106, approves of the interprr.tation of an erroneous ~.,.,;,. 
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of in the Scriptures as the Mediator e,f eternal life. Comp. 
Hofmann, Schriftbeweis, I. 6 71. Theoretically considered, they 
were right in their OoKE'iv, but practically they were wrong, 
because Christ remained hidden from them in the Scriptures. 
Comp. as to the thing itself, 2 Cor. iii. 15, 16 ; and on e X e w 

twiJv al., iii. 15. - Ell aiha'i~] The possession of l\Iessianic 
life is regarded as contained in the Scriptures, in so far as they 
contain that by which this possession is brought about, that 
which is not given outside the Scriptures, but only in them. -
Ka~ hE'ivat, IC.T.A..] Prominence assigned to the identity of 
the subject, in order to bring out the contrast more fully: and 
they, those very Scriptures which ye search, are they which, etc. 
- Ka£ ou 0eA.€Tf] Ka£ does not mean and yet, but simply 
and. This simplicity is all the more strilcing, more striking 
and tragic even than the interrogative interpretation (Ewald). 
On h-0E'iv 7rp6~ µE, denoting a believing adherence to Christ, 
comp. vi. 3 5. They stood aloof from Him, and this depended 
on their will, Matt. xxiii. 37. - Zva ,eo,1711 ex.] "in order that 
that ooKe'iv of yours might become a reality." 

Vers. 41-44. " I do not utter these reproaches against you 
from (disappointed) ambition, but because I have perceived 
what a want of all right feeling towards God lies at the root 
of your unbelief." - 06ga11 7raptt av0p.] These words go to
gether, and stand emphatically at the beginning of the sentence, 
because there is presupposed the possibility of an accusation 
on this very point. Comp. Plato, Phaedr. p. 232 A; see also 
1 Thess. ii. 6. - ou -;\.aµ,8.] i.e. "I reject it," as in ver. 34.
E"f""'"a vµ1h] "cognitos vos habeo; hoe radio penetrat corda 
auditorum," Bengel. - T. arya1T. T. 0eov] If they had love to 
God in their hearts (this being the summary of their law !), 
they ,vould have felt sympathy towards the Son, whom the 
:Father (ver. 43) sent, and would have received and recognised 
Him. The article is generic; what they lacked was love to 
God. - Ell EavTo'i~] in your own hearts; it was an excellence 
f01·cign to them, of which they themselves were destitute-a mere 
theory, existing outside the ran_qe of their inner life. -Ver. 43. 
Actual result of this deficiency with reference to their relation 
towards Jesus, who had come in His Father's name, i.e. as His 
appointed representative, and consequently as the true Christ 
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(comp. Yii. 28, viii. 42), but who was unbelievingly d1ospiscd 
by them, whereas, on the other hand, they would receive a 
false Messiah. - €V Ttp ovoµan Ttp io{9>] in his own name, 
i.e. in his own authority and self-representations, not as one 
commissioned of God (which He of course is alleged to be), 
consequently a false ~Messiah ; 1 ,JreuD<OVtJµo,; av~p avT{0eo<;, 
:N"onnus. He will be received, because he satisfies the oppo
site of the love of God, viz. self-love (by promising earthly 
glory, indulgence towards sin, etc.). For a definite prophecy 
of false Messiahs, see Matt. xxiv. 24. To suppose a special 
reference to Barkoclwa (Hilgenfeld), is arbitrarily to take for 
granted the uncritical assumption of the post-apostolic origin of 
this Gospel According to Schudt, Judische Merkwurdiglceit. vi. 
2 7-3 0 (in Bengel), sixty-four such deceivers have been counted 
since the time of Christ. - Ver. 44. ,The reproach of unbelief 
now rises to its highest point, for Jesus in a wrathful question 
denies to the Jews even the ability to believe. - i, µ e,,;] has a 
deeply emotional emphasis : How is it possible for you people 
to believe ? And the ground of this impossibility is : because 
ye receive honour one of another (oo!av wapa. aX:\. are taken 
together), because ye reciprocally give and take honour of 
yourselves. This ungodly desire of honour (comp. xii. 43 ; 
Matt. xxiii 5 sqq.), and the indifference, necessarily concomi
tant therewith, towards the true honour, which comes from 
God, must so utterly blight and estrange the heart from the 
divine element of life, that it is not even capable of faith.
That divine oo!a is indeed the true glory of Israel (Luthardt), 
comp. Rom.· ii. 2 9, but it is not here designated as such, as 
also the oofav 1rapa, a°A.X. Xaµ/3. does not appear as a designa
tion of the " spurious-Judaism," which latter is in general a 
wider conception (Rom. ii. 17 ff.). - -r~v wapa,, 1€.-r.X.] for it 
consists in this, that one knows himself to be recognised and 
esteemed of God. Comp. as to the thing itself, xii. 43 ; Rom. 
ii 29,iii 23. - wapa, -rov µovou 0eov] not "from God alone•~ 

1 This reference of the text to false Jlfe~siahe is not too nan·ow (Luthnrdt, 
Briickntr), because ,,._,, corresponds to the I'"-•'"-"'"; and this, as the entire 
context shows, indicates that the appearance of the Messiah had taken place. 
'fbis also tells against Tho!uck's general reference to false prophets. lllanjl 
of the Fathers have taken the words to refer to Antichruii. 
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(Grotius, De Wette, Godet, and most others, from an erroneous 
reference to Matt. iv. 4, 10), but from the alone (only) God. 
Of. xvii. 3 ; Rom. xvi. 2 6 ; 1 Tim. vi. 15. The adj. shows the 
exclusive value of this honour. - ou t77'TEt7€] The transition 
from the participle to the finite tense gives greater independence 
and impressiveness to the second clause. 

Vv. 45-47. In concluding, Jesus sweeps away from under 
their feet the entire ground and foundation upon which they 
based their hope, by representing Moses, their supposed saviour, 
as really their acciiser, seeing that their unbelief implied 
unbelief in Moses, and this latter unbelief made it impos
sible for them to believe in Jesus. This last completely 
annihilating stroke at the unbelievers is not only in itself, 
but also in its implied reference to the cause of the hostility 
of the Jews (ver. 15), "maxime aptus ad conclusion em," 
:Bengel.-µ,~ ootcei:Te] as you might perhaps believe from my 
previous denunciation. - tca'T'T},Yop~<rw] not of the final judg
ment (Ewald and early writers), where certainly Christ is 
Judge; but in general, Jesus, by virtue of His permanent in
tercourse with the Father, might at any tirne have accused 
them before Him. - f<T'TtV () tca'T'l'J'Y, vµ,.] The emphatic €<T'TtV; 

there exists your accuser Moses-he as the representative of the 
law (not of the whole of the 0. T., as Ewald thinks); there
fore not again the futiire, but the present participle used as a 
substantive, expressing continuou,s accusation. - t'., µ, e ,:, J has 
tragic emphasis. - ~;\,r{tcaTe] ye have set yoiir hope, ancl do 
hope; comp. iii. 18, and see on 2 Cor.- i. 10. As a reward for 
their zeal for the law, and their obedience (Rom. ii. 1 7 ff., ix. 
31 f.), the Jews hoped for the salvation of the Messianic king
dom, towards the attainment of which Moses was accordingly 
th~ir patron and mediator. 

Ver. 46. Proof that Moses was their accuser. Moses wr0te 
of Christ, referring to Dent. xviii. 15, and generally to all the 
Messianic types (comp. iii. 14) and promises of the Pcntateuch, 
and to its general Messianic import (Luke xxiv. 44; Rom. x. 
5); in this, that they did not believe Christ (i.e. that He spoke 
the truth), is implied that they rejected the truth of what Moses 
had written concerning Him. This unbelief is the subject
matter of Moses' accuso.tion. Well says Bengel : " Non ju v it 
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~'.1daeos ~l~d: Credimus,, vera esse omni~, quae Moses s~ripsit. 
hde explicita opus erat. - Ver. 47. Se] Further conchsion 
from the· unbelief with regard to Moses, pointed out in ver. 46. 
Thus the discourse ends with a question implying hopeless
ness.-The antithesis is not between rypaµ,µ,aa-iv and p~µ,aa-, 
(as if the writings were easier of belief than the w01·ds), but 
between J,cdvov and Jµ,oi, (faith in him being the necessary 
condition of faith in Chri,st); while the distinction of Moses 
having written (comp. ver. 46), and Christ spoken, simply pre
sents the histoi·ical relation. Were the antithesis between 
rypaµ,µ,. and Mµ,., these words would have taken the lead; 
were it between both, in rypaµ,. and Mµ,., and at the same time 
in J,ce[vov and eµ,oi, likewise, this twofold relationship must 
have been shown, thus perhaps : Toi, rypaµ,µ,aaw Toi.; eJCetvov 
... TO£, Mµ,aa-, Toi, eµ,o'i,. 

Note. - The discourse, vv. 19-4 7, so fully embodies in its 
entire progress and contents, allowing for the necessary J ohan
nine colouring in the mode of representation, those essential 
doctrines which Jesus had to advocate in the face of the 
unbelieving Jews, and exhibits, in expression and practical ap
plication, so much that is characteristic, great, thoughtful, and 
striking, that even Strauss himself does not venture to deny that 
it came substantially from the Lord, though as to its form he 
attaches suspicious importance to certain resemblances with the 
first Epistle ; but such a suspicion is all the less weighty, the 
more we are warranted to regard the J ohannine idiosyncrasy as 
developed and moulded by the vivid recollection of the Lord's 
words, and as under the guidance of His Spirit, which pre
served and transfigured that recollection. The reasons which 
lead Weisse to see nothing in the discolll'se but synoptical 
matter, and B. Bauer to regard the whole as a reflection of the 
later consciousnes'l of the Church, while Gfrorer supposes a real 
discourse, artificially shaped by additions and formal alterations, 
consist so much of arbitrary judgments and erroneous explana
tions and presuppositions, that sober criticism gains nothing by 
them, nor can the discourse which is attacked lose anything. 
Certainly we have in it "a genuine exposition of Johannine 
theology" (Hilgenfeld, Evang. p. 273), but in such a manner, 
that this is the theology of Christ Himself, the miracle of heal
ina at Bethesda being historically the occasion of the utterance 
in° this manner of its main elements. This miracle itself is 
indeed by Baur regarded as a fictitious pretext, invented for 
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the delivery of the discourse, so much so that" every feature in 
it seems to have been intended for this purpose" (p. 159); and 
this in the face of the fact that no reference whatever is made 
(in ver. 19 ff.) to the point in connection with the miracle at 
which the Jews took offence, viz. the breaking of the Sabbath 
(ver. 16). Nothing whatever is specially said concerning miracle8 
(for 'epya. denotes a far wider conception), but the whole discourse 
turns upon that Messianic faith in the person of Jesus which 
the Jews refused to entertain. The fundamental truths, on this 
occasion so triumphantly expressed, '' were never taught by 
Him so distinctly and definitely as now, when the right oppor
tunity presented itself, at the very time when, after t!ie Baptist's 
removal, He came fully forl,b as the Messiah, and was called 
upon, quietly and comprehensively, to explain those highest of 
all relations, the explanation of which was previously demanded." 
Ewald, Gesch. Chr. p. 298 f.; comp. bis Johann. Sehr. I. 206 ff. 
At this crisis of His great mission and work, the references in 
the discourse to the Baptist, and the apologetic statements con
cerning His life-giving work and the divine witnc:,3 of Scrip
ture, connect themselves so necessarily with His historical 
position, that it cannot even remotely suffice to suppose, with 
·weizsaeker, p. 282, that the discourse was composed simply with 
an eye to the synoptical statements of Matt. xi 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Ver. 2. ewp:,n] Lachm. and Tisch.: r:llewpouv, after A. IJ. D. L 
N- Cursives, Cyr. The origin of this reading betrays itself 
through A., which has Mewpwv, judging from which ewpwv must 
have been the original reading. The illewp. was all the more 
easily received, however, because John invariably uses the 
Perfect only of opa.v.-After this Elz. bas a ii 'To ii, against 
decisive testimonies. - Ver. 5. ayopaaoµ,ev] Scholz, Lachm., 
Tisch., read aropauw,u,ev, in favour of which the great majority 
of the testimonies decide. - Ver. 9. ;,J is wanting in B. D. L. N. 
Cursives, Or. Cyr. Chrys. and some Verss. Rejected by 
Schulz after Gersd., bracketed by Lachm., deleted by Tisch. 
But how easily might it have been overlooked, because super
fluous, and coming after the syllable ON! For Ii Lachm and 
Tisch. read Ii,, following decisive witnesses; transcribers were 
easily led to make changes according to the _9rammatical gender. 
- Ver. 11. After OIEOW?.E Elz. has ,oi; µ,allri'Tair;, oi oe µ,allri'Taf, 
words which are wanting in A. B. L. N.* Cursives, Fathers, and 
almost all Versions. An enlargement in imitation of Matt. xiv. 
19 and parallels. - Ver. 15. Lachm. and Tisch. have rightly 
deleted a:~'Tov after '1ro1~a.; an addition wanting in A. B. L. r:,e. 
Cursives, Or. Cyr. - Ver. 17. oh] B. D. L. N. Cursives, Versions 
(riot Vulgate), and Fathers read o~'ll'w. So Lachm. and Tisch. 
A gloss introduced tor the sake of more minute definition. -
Ver. 2 2. i ow v] Lachm. reads eloov, after A. B. Chrys. V erss. 
(L. ,oov); D. r:,e. Verss. read oloEv. The finite tense was introduced 
to make the construction easier. -After av Elz. Scholz have 
faei,o elG 8 M/3TJ<fav oi µ,all'T)'Tal aii"Toii, against very important 
authorities. An explanatory addition, with many variations in 
detail. - '7r:..oiov] Elz.: 'll'Ao1ap1ov against decisive witnesses. 
Mechanical and careless (vv; 17, 21) repetition borrowed from 
what precedes. - Ver. 24. aii"Tof] Elz. xaJ aii"Tof, against decisive 
witnesses. - Ver. 36. ,u,e is bracketed by Lachm., deleted by 
Tisch. The authorities agairnst it are insufficient ( only A. N
among the Codices), and it might easily have been left out after 
TE.- Ver. 39. After ,u,e Elz. hac; r,;-a,p6,, the omission of which 
is overwhelmingly attested. An addition. - Ver. 40. ..-oii 
r.arp6, 1..1,011] So also Lachm. and Tisch. The Textus Receptus 
is 'To:i wi,u,+avr6, µ,E. Prepouderance of testimony is in favour 
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of the former; the latter is a repetition from ver. 3(), whence 
also, instead of ')'UP, the received reading oe was inserted.
.,.ii fox. ~µ,.] AccorJing to A. D. K. L., etc., ev .,., ia-x. r,µ,. is to 
be restored, as in ver. 39, where e,, indeed, is wanting in many 
witnesses ; but that it was the original reading is indicated by 
the reading ali.,-6v (instead of a~.,-6). In ver. 54, also, ev is 
sufficiently confirmed, and (against Tisch.) is to be in like 
manner restored.-Ver. 42. The second o1To; has against it 
B. C. D. L. T. Cursives, Verss. Cyr. Chrys. ; bracketed by 
Lachm. But it might easily have been overlooked as being 
unnecessary, and because the similar OTI follows. - Ver. 45. 
r.houaa,] axour.iv, which Griesbach received and Scholz adopted, 
haR important authority, but this is outweighed by the tes
timonies for the Received reading. It is nevertheless to be 
preferred ; for, considering the following µ,aBwv, the Aori~t 
would 8asily occur to the transcribers who did not consider the 
difference of sense. ovv before o axo~wv is to be struck out (with 
Lachm. and Tisch.) upon sufficient counter testimony, as being 
a connective addition. In vv. 51, 54, 57, 58, the form ~~,m is, 
upon strong evidence, to be uniformly restored. - Concerning 
the omission of the words ~• eyw t'lwaw in ver. 51, see the 
exegetical notes. - Ver. 55. For a}..11Bw, Lachm. and Tisch. have 
both times a}..11Bn,, which is powerfully confirmed by B. C. K. 
L. T. Cursives, Versions (yet not the Vulgate), and Fathers 
(even Clement and Origen). The genuine ai-.11B~., as seeming 
inappropriate, would be glossed and supplanted now by a}..r,Bw; 
and now by a}..11Bm1 (already in Origen once). - Ver. 58. After 
'11'<.t'l"EfEG', Elz. Scholz have uµ,wv .,-b µ,avva, Lachm. simply 'l"b µ.cma, 
both agamst very important testimony. An enlargement. -
Ver. 63. }..e}..a}..11xa] Elz. }..a}..w, against decisive witnesses. 
Altered because the reference of the Perfect was not under
stood. Comp. xiv. 10. - Ver. 69. o Xp,ad, o uib, .,._ Beo;i] The 
reading o ay,o, .,-. B,oii is confirmed by B. C.• D. L. i,:. N onn. 
Cosm., and adopted by Griesb. Lacllill. Tisch. The Received 
reading is from Matt. xvi. 16, whence also came the addition 
'l"o~ ~wm; in the Elz. - Ver. 71. 'Ioxap, wq v] Lachm. and Tisch. 
read 'It!xaptw'l"ou, after B. C. G. L. 33, and Verss. So, after the 
same witnesses in part, in xiii. 26. But as in xiv. 22 'Iaxap,w,11, 
occurs critically confirmed as the name of Judas himself (not 
of bis father), and as l;he genitive might easily be introduced 
as explanatory of the name ( a'71'b Kap,w'l"ou, as i,:. and many 
Cursives actually read here), the Received reading is to be 
retained. Had John regarded the name as designating the 
father of Judas, it would not be apparent why he did not use 
the genitive in xiv. ~2 also. See, besides, the exegetical notes. 
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Ver. 1. The account of tlie Feeding is the same ,vith tl1at 
given in Matt. xiv. 13 ff., 1'.fark vi. 3 0 ff., Luke ix. 10 IT., 
and sen-es as the basis ot the discourse which follows, though 
Schweizer denies that vv. 1-26 proceed from John. The 
discrepancies in matters of detail are immaterial, and bear 
witness to the independence of John's account. The author 
of this narrative, according to Baur, must have appropriated 
synoptical material for the purpose of his own exposition, and 
of elevating into a higher sphere the miracle itself, which in 
the Synoptics did not go beyond the supply of temporal 
needs. The historical conrwction with what precedes is not 
the same in John and in the Synoptics, and this must be 
simply acknowledged. To introduce more or less synoptical 
history into the space implied in JJ,ETa mvTa (Ebrard, Lange, 
Lichtenstein, and many), is not requisite in John, and 
inrnlves much uncertainty in detail, especially as Matthew 
does not agree with Mark and Luke ; for he puts the mission 
of the disciples earlier, and does not connect their return with 
the Miraculous Feeding. To interpolate their mission and 
return into John's narrative, inserting the former at chap. v. 1, 
and the latter at vi 1, so that the disciples rejoined Jesus at 
Tiberi as, is very hazardous; for John gives no hint of it, and 
in their silence concerning it Matthew and John agree (against 
Wieseler and most expositors). According to Ewald, at a 
very early date, a section, "probably a whole sheet," between 
chap. v. and vi., was altogether lost. But there is no indica
tion of this in the text, nor does it form a necessary pre
supposition for the succeeding portions of the narrative (as 
vii 21). - JJ,fTtL TavTa] after these transactions at the feast 
of Purim, chap. v. - a,r-ip .. 0Ev] from Jerusalem; whither? 
,repav 'T, 0a).., K.'T.A., tells us. Thuc. i. 111. 2, ii. 67. 1: 
7ropw0rwai ,repav 'TOV 'EXA7JU7TOVTOV; Plut. Per. 19 ; 1 Mace. 
ix. 34; and comp. ver. 1 7. To suppose some place in Galilee, 
of starting from which a7TTJX8Ev is meant (Bruckner, Luthardt, 
Hengstenberg, Godet, and earlier critics),-Capernaum, for 
example,-is, after v. 1, quite arbitrary. 'A,riJX0E ,repav, ,c.T.X., 
rather implies: a7TOA£7TWV 'IEpouoXv,.,.a ~X0E ,repav, H,.-r.X. 
Comp. x. 40, xviii. 1. -TTJi Tt,8Ep.] does not imply that 
He set sail from Tiberias (Paulus), as the genitive of itself 
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might indicate (Ki.ihner, II. 16 0), though this use of it <locs 
not occur in the N. T.; it is the chorographical genitiYe 
(Kruger, xlvii. 5. 5-7), more closely describing -riJi; 0aAauu. 
riji; I'a"'A.i"'A.. (comp. Vulg. and Beza: "mare Galilaeae, quod est 
Tiberiadis "). Therefore " on the other side of the Galilaean 
lake qf Tiberias," thus denoting the southern half of the lake, 
on the western shore of which lay the town built by Antipas, 
and called after the emperor Tiberias. Comp.• xxi. 1. In 
Pausan. v. 7. 3, the entire lake is called Xlµ,V'T/ Ti/3ept,. In 
Matthew and Luke we find the name 0aXauua 'T1J'> I'aXi"'A.. 
only ; in Luke v. 1 : "A.tµ,v'I'/ I'evv'TJ<rapfr. Had John intended 
-riJi; Ti/3epiaoor; not as a more exact description of the locality, 
but only for the salce of foreign readers (Li.icke, Godet, Ewald, 
and others), it would have been sufficient to have omitted -rq, 
I'a"'A.i'A,, (comp. xxi. 1), which indeed is wanting in G. and a 
few other witnesses. 

Vv. 2, 3. 'H,co:X.o,~0et] on this journey, continuously. -
ewpoov] not had seen (against Schweizer, B. Crnsius), but saw. 
He performed them (l1rotet) upon the way. -l1rl -r. au0.J 
among the siclc. Dern. 5 7 4. 3 ; Plat. Pol. iii. p. 3 9 9 A ; 
Bernhardy, p. 246. -elr; -ro 5por;J upon the mountain which 
was there. See on Matt. v. 1. The mountain was certainly 
on the other side of the lake, but we cannot determine the 
locality more nearly. The loneliness of the mountain does 
not contradict Matt. xiv. 13, nor does the eastern side of the 
lake contradict Luke ix. 10 ff. (see in Zoe.). 

Ver. 4. 'Eryryvr;] close at hand. See on v. 1. Paulus 
wrongly renders it not long since past. See, on the contrary, 
ii. 13, vii. 2, xi. 5 5. The statement is intended as intro
ductory to ver. 5, explaining how it happened (comp. xi. 55) 
that Jesus, after He had withdrawn to the mountain, was 
again attended by a great multitude (ver. 5),-a thing which 
could not have happened had not the Passover been nigh. 
It was another crowd (not, as is commonly assumed, that 
named in ver. 2, which had followed Him in His progres& 
towards the lake), composed of pilgrims to the feast, who 
therefore were going the opposite way, from tue neighbour
hood of the lake in the direction of Jerusalem. Thus ver. 4 is 
not a mere clironological note (B. Crusius, Maier, Bruckner, 
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Ewald), against which the analogy of vii. 2 (with the o~v 
following, ver. 3) is decisive ; nor is it, because every moro 
specific hint to that effect is wanting, to be looked upon as 
referring by anticipation 1 to the following discourse of Jesus 
concerning eating His flesh and blood as the antitype of the 
Passover (B. Bauer ; comp. Baur, p. 2 G 2, Luthardt, Hengsten
berg, and already Lampe). - ~ iopT~ T, 'I ovoatwv] ,caT. 

i!ox~v. There is no intimation that Jesus Himself went up 
to this feast (Lucke). See rather vii. 1. 

Vv. 5, 6 . .According to the reading aryop&uwµ,ev, whence 
are we to buy? deliberative conjunctive. The fact that Jesus 
thus takes the initiative (as lwst, Ewald thinks, but this is not 
enough), and takes action without the prompting of any 
expressed need, however real, is not to be explained merely 
on the supposition that this is an abridgment (Lucke, N eander, 
Hengstenberg) of the synoptical account (Matt. xiv. 15); it 
is a discrepancy, which, however, does not destroy the fact 
that John was an eye-witness. It is purely arbitrary on 
Baur's part to assume the design to be that of directing 
attention more directly to the spiritual purpose of the miracle, 
or, with Hilgenfeld, to regard all here as composed out of 
synoptical materials to prove the omnipotence of the Logos. 
The most simple and obvious course is to explain the 
representation given as flowing from the preponderating idea 
of the :Jfessiah's autonomy.2 See on Matt. xiv. 15. It is an 
analogous case when Jesus Himself gave occasion to and intro
duced the miracle at Bethesda, v. 6. It is a supplement to 
the narrative in the Synoptics, that Jesus discussed with 
Philip (i. 44) the question of bread. Why with him? 
.According to Bengel, because it fell to him to manage the 

1 Comp. also Godet : J esns mu;t have been in the position "d'un proscrit," 
and could not go to Jerusalem to the Passover; He therefore ,saw in the 
approaching multitudes a sign from the Father, and thought, "Et moi au.9si, je 
ctUbrerai une p{i,que." This is pure invention. 

2 .Amid such minor circumstances, the idea might certainly supplant the more 
exact historical recollection even in a John. We have no right, however, on 
ths.t account, to compare Jesus, according to John's reprcsentatic,n, to a house
wife, who, when she sees the guests coming in the distance, thinks in the first 
rlace of what she C11,n set before them, as Hase (Ttibing. Scltule, p. 4) very 
wappropriatdy has donr;. 
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res alimenta1·ia, which is improbable, for Judas was treasurer, 
xiii. 29. Judging from ver. 6, we might say it was because 
Philip had to be tested according to his intellectual idiosyn
crasy (xiv. 8 ff.), and convinced of his inability to advise. 
The 71"Etpal;Etv does not signify the trial of faith (so usually, 
even Hengstenberg), but, as avTo<; rydp iJoEt shows, was a test 
whether he could here suggest any expedient ; and the answer of 
the disciple (ver. 7) conveys only the impression that he 
knew of none. This consciousness, however, was intended 
also to prepare the disciple, who so closely resembled Thomas, 
and for whom the question, therefore, had an educative pur
pose, the more readily to feel, by the new and coming miracle, 
how the power of faith in the divine agency of his Lord 
transcended all calculations of the intellect. This was too 
important a matter for Jesus with respect to that disciple, to 
allow us to suppose that 7rEtpal;wv avTov is a mere notion of 
John's own, which had its origin among the transfiguring 
recollections of a later time (Ewald). HrnEt Twv µa071Twv 
TOV<; µa">,.una 0€0/J,EVOV<; 71"A€LOVO<; OtOaCTKaA.La<;, Theodore of 
Mopsuestia; in which there is nothing to suggest our attribut
ing to Philip a "sirnplicite narve," Godet. - aha,;] Himself, 
without having any need to resort to the advice of another. 

Vers. 7-9. l!'or 200 denarii (about 80 Rhenish Guldens, 
nearly £7) we cannot get bread enoiigh for them, etc. This 
amount is not named as the contents of the purse, but generally 
as a large sum, which nevertheless was inadeq_1iate to meet the 
need. Different in Mark vi. 37. -Vv. 8, 9. A special 
trait of originality. - el,; J,c T. µa071T. avToii] may seem 
strange, for Philip was himself a disciple, and it is ex
plained by W assenbach as a gloss. It has, however, this 
significance ; Philip had been specially asked, and after he 
had answered so helplessly, another from the circle of the 
disciples, viz. Andrew, directed a communication to the Lord, 
which, though made with a consoiousness of helplessness, was 
made the instrument for the further procedure of Jesus. -
7T'atoaptov e'v] who had these victuals for sale as a market 
boy, not a servant of the company, B. Crusius. It may be 
read one single lad (Matt. xi. 16), or even one single young 
slave (see Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 240; Schleusner, Thes. Ill 

i 
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p. 16 0). Comp. the German ein Burscliclien (a lad), as also 
the manner in which wa,Siov is used (Aristoph. Ran. 37; 
lhb. 131). In which of the two senses it stands here we 
cannot decide. In neither case can ~ stand for Tl, but iv, 
as well as the diminutive wa,Uov, helps to describe the meagre
ness of the resource, the emphasis, howeve1·, being on the 
latter; and hence iv follows, which is not to be taken as an 
argument against its genuineness (Gersd. p. 420; Liicke, and 
most others), though in all other places, when John uses Et<, 

with a substantive (vii. 21, viii. 41, x. 16, xi. 50, xviii 14, 
xx. 7), the numeral has the emphasis, and therefore takes the 
lead. But here : " one single lad," a mere boy, who can carry 
little enough! - apTov<; Kpi0£vov<;] comp. Xen. Anab. iv. 
5. 31 ; Luc. llfacrob. 5. Barley bread was eaten mainly by 
the poorer classes; Judg. vii 13, and Studer, in Zoe.; Liv. 
xxvii. 13; Sen. ep. xviii. 8; see also Wetstein and Kypke, I. 
p. 368.-oi/rapiov] denotes generally a small relish, but in 
particular used, as here (comp. xxi. 9, 13), of fish. It belongs 
to later Greek. See Wetstein. -El<, TocrovTov<;] for so 
1nany. Comp. Xen . .A.nab. i 1. 10 : Et', SicrxiXLov<; µtcr0ov. 

Vv. 10-13. o; avOpE'>] They were men only who formally 
sat down to the meal, as may be explained from the subordi
nate position of the women and children ; but the feeding of 
these latter, whose presence we must assume from ver. 4, is 
not, as taking place indirectly, excluded.-Tov apt0µ6v] 
Accusative of closer definition. See Lobeck, Paralip. p. 528. 
- Ver. 11. Evxap.] The grace before meat said by the host. 
See on Matt. xiv. 19. There is no indication that it con
tained a special petition (" that God would let this little por
tion feed so many," Luthardt, comp. Tholuck). - oteOcoKE] 

He distributed the bread (by the disciples) collectively to 
those who were sitting; and of the fishes as much as they 
desired.1-Ver. 12. It is not given as a command of Jesus in 
the syuoptical account. As to the miracle itself,2 and the 

1 Luther's translation, "as much as He would," rests upon an unsupported 
reading in Erasmus, edd. I and 2. 

• By Ewald (Gesch. Cltr. p. 442 sq. ed. 3) apprehended ideally, like tile 
tnrning of the water into wine at Cana, as a legend, upon the formation of 
which great influence was excited by the holy feeling of higher sati.sfoctioJ1, 
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methods of explaining it away, wholly or in part, see on 
Matt. xiv. 20, 21, note, and on Luke ix. 17, and observe 
besides on ver. 13, that according to John the twelve baskets 
were filled with fragments of bread only ( otherwise in Mark 
vi. 43). - Luthardt, without any sanction from the text, 
assumes a typical reference in the baskets to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. Jesus will not have anything wasted, and each 
apostle fills his travelling wallet with the surplus. John 
indicates nothing further, not even that the Lord wished to 
provide rva µ,~ oofu <pavmula 7'£i TO ,ywoµ,evov (Euthymius 
Zigabenus, Erasmus, and most others). 

Vv. 14, 15. 'O 7rpo<p~T'TJi, K.T.X.] the Prophet who (ac
cording to the promise in Deut. xviii. 15) cometh into the 
world, i.e. the 21:fessiah. -ap7raseiv] come and carnJ Him 
away by force (Acts viii. 39; 2 Cor. xii. 2; 1 Thess. iv. 17), 
i.e. to Jerusalem, as the seat of the theocracy, whither they 
were journeying to the feast. - ?TaXiv] comp. ver. 3. He 
had come down from the mountain on account of the feeding, 
ver. 11. - aiJToi µ,ovoi] as in xii. 24. See Toup. ad 
Longin. p. 5 2 6 ; W eisk. ; Heind. ad Char·m. p. 6 2. - The 
enthiisiasm of the people being of so sensiwiis a kind, does not 
contradict ver. 26.-The solitude which Jesus sought was, 
according to Matt xiv. 23, Mark vi. 46, that of prayer, 
and this does not contradict John's account; both accounts 
supplement each other. 

Vv. 16-21. Comp. Matt. xiv. 22 ff., Mark vi. 45 ff., 
which do not refer to a different walking on the sea (Chrysos
tom, Liicke). - Wi oe o,Jrta E,YEVETo] According to ver. 17, 
the time meant is late in the evening, i.e. the so-called second 
evening, as in Matt. xiv. 24, from the twelfth hour until the 
uJCoTla, ver. 17. See on Matt. xiv. 15. - di To 7T'Xoiov] 

which resulted from the participation in the bread of life partnkcn of by the 
disciples after Christ's resurrection. This is incompatible with the p~rsonal 
recollection and testimony of John, whom Hase, indeed, supposes by some 
accident to have been absent from the scene. With equally laboured and mis
taken logic, Schleiermacher (L. J. 234) endeavours to show that ver. 26 excludes 
this event from the category of 11"f'-''"'· Weizsiicker leaves the fact, which is 
here the symbol of the blessing of Jesus, in perfect uncertainty; but the descrip
tion by an eye-witness of the work effected in its miraculous character, which 
only leo.ves the how unexplained, does not admit of such an evasion. 
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into the sliip, in which they had crossed over (ver. 1). Iu it 
they now return to the western side of the lake. So Luihardt, 
rightly. But it does not follow that Jerusalem could not 
have been the place of departure in ver. 1 ; ver. 1 rather 
implies that they had travelled from Jerusalem to the western 
shore of the lake, and had crossed over from thence. -
'IJPXovTo] They were upon their return journey, coming 
across, but the coming was not yet completed. Lampe and 
Paulus erroneously speak of their actual arrival, what follows 
being taken as supplementary. In Mark vi. 45 Bethsaida is 
named (on the western shore). An immaterial discrepancy. 
See on Matt. xiv. 22, 23. -,eat, uKoTia ... oi17ryelpeTo] 
describing how little they could have expected that Jesus 
would come after them.-Ver. 19. rue;- UTaotovc;- . .• Tpta

KOV'Ta] indicative of an eye-witness, and almost agreeing 
with µ,euov in Matt. xiv. 24, for the lake was forty stadia or 
one gco~raphical mile wide (Josephus, Bell. iii. 10. 7).
IJEwpouut and eq,o/3~0.J Correlatives; quite unfavourable 
to the naturalistic interpretation, according to which e7r1, T. 
0a)... is said to mean not on the sea, but towards the sea (so 
Paulus, Gfrorer, and many, even B. Crusius ; but see, on the 
contrary, note on Matt. xiv. 25). -Ver. 21. 'IJ0eXov, K.T.A-.] 
comp. i 44; but observe the Imperfect here. After Jesus 
had reassured them by His call, they wish to take Him into 
the ship, and straightway (while entertaining this e0e)..ew) the 
ship is at the land, i.e. by the wonder-working power of Jesus, 
both with respect to the distance from the shore, which was 
still far off, and the fury of tLe $ea, which had just been 
raging, but was now suddenly calmed. The idea that Jesus, 
to whom the disciples had stretched out their hands, had just 
coine on board the ship, introduces a foreign element (against 
Luthardt and Godet), for the sake of bringing the account 
into harmony with Matthew and Mark. The discrepancy with 
Matthew and Mark, according to whom Christ was actually 
received into the ship, must not be explained away, especially 
as in John a more wonderful point, peculiar to his account, is 
introduced by the ,eat eu0i"'c;-, etc., which makes the actual recep
tion superfluous (Hengstenberg, following Bengel, regards it as 
implied). Au unhappy attempt at harmonizing renders it, " they 
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willingly received Him" (Beza, Grotius, Kuinoel, Ammon, etc. ; 
.see, on the contrary, Winer, p. 436 [E. T. p. 586]; Butt
mann, N T. Glc. p. 321 [E. T. p. 375]), which cannot be 
supported by a supposed antithesis of previous unwillingness 
(Ebrard, Tholuck), but would be admissible only if the text 
represented the will and the deed as undoubtedly simul
taneous. See the passages given in Sturz, Lex. Xen.; Ast, 
Lex. Plat. I. 596. John would in that case have written 
e0l'A.ovT€<; ovv e')..a{3ov. - el,;; ~v v'71'ijeyov] to which they were 
intending by this journey to remove.-The miracle itself cannot 
be resolved into a natural occurrence,1 nor be regarded as a 
story invented to serve Docetic views (Hilgenfeld) ; see on 
Matt. xiv. 24, 25. The latter opinion appears most erro
neous, especially in the case of J ohn,2 not only generally be
cause his Gospel, from i. 14 onwards to its close, excludes 
all Docetism, but also because he only introduces, with all 
brevity, the narrative before us by way of transition to what 
follows, without • taking pains to lay emphasis upon the 
miraculous, and without adding any remark or comment, and 
consequently without any special doctrinal purpose ; and thus 
the attribution of the occurrence of any symbolical design, 
e.g. prophetically to shadow forth the meetings of the risen 
Lord with His disciples (Luthardt), or the restless sea of the 
world upon which Christ draws nigh to His people after long 
delay (Hengstenberg), is utterly remote from a true exegesis. 
W eizsacker's narrowing of the event, moreover,-abstracting 
the miraculous element in the development of the history, 
-into an intervention of the Lord to render help, does such 
violence to the text, and to the plain meaning of the evan
gelist, that the main substance of the narrative would be thus 
explained away. The design, however, which Baur propounds, 
viz. that the greedy importunity of the people might be set 
forth, only to experience the cold hand of denial, and to bring 
out the spiritual side of the miracle of the feeding, would not 

1 Ewald probo.bly comes to tho.t conclusion, for he takes d,.,poull',, ver. 19, to 
denote a mere vision (phnnt~s111ngoria 1), and i<p,{3r.d~ll'a, to signify disquietude of 
conscience: " He finds them not pure in spirit." 

2 Who, moreover, in the deviations from l\Iatthcw ond Mark, possesses tho 
dtcicling authority (ngninst l\farcker, p. 14). 
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have required this miraculous voyage in order to its reali
zation. 

Vv. 22-24. The complicated sentence (so seldom occurring 
in John; comp. xiii. 1 ff., 1 John i. 1 ff.) here proceeds in 
such a manner that the o ox"X,o~ which, without further govern
ment, stands at the head as the subject of the whole, is again 
taken up 1 in ver. 24 by on ovv 1;ioev o l>x"X.o~, while ver. 23 
is a parenthesis, preparing the way for the passing over of the 
people in the following clause. The participial clause, iowv 
on ... a7rijX0ov, is subordinate to the flTT'IJKW~ 7repav 'T. 0aX., 
and gives the explanation why the people expected Jesus on 
the next day still on the east side of the lake. John's narra
tive accordingly runs thus: "The next day, the people who were 
on the other side of the lake, becanse ( on the previous evening, 
ver. 16 f.) they had seen that no other ship was there save only 
the one, and that Jesus did not get into the ship with His dis
ciples, but that His disciples only sailed away, [but other ships 
came from T,ibe1·ias near to the place, etc.],-when now the people 
saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples,2 finding them
selves mistaken in their expectation of meeting with Him 
still on the eastern shore, they themselves embarked in the ships," 
etc. As to details, observe further, (1) that 7repav T. 0aX. in 
ver. 22 means the eastern side of the lake in ver. 1, but in 
ver. 2 5 the western; (2) that iowv is spoken with reference to 
the previous day, when the multitude had noticed the departure 
of the disciples in the evening, so that the conjecture of elow~ 
(Ewald) is unnecessary; that, on the contrary, OT£ ovv e!oev, 
ver. 24, indicates that they became aware to-day,-a difference 
which is the point in the cumbrously constructed sentence 
that most easily misleads the reader; (3) that the transit of 
the ships from Tiberias, ver. 23, occurred while the people were 
still on the eastern shore, and gave them an appropriate oppor
tunity, when they were undeceived in their expectation, of 
looking for Jesus on the western shore; (4) that ahol, ipsi, 

1 On the usual resumptive o7J,, see Winer, p. 414; Baeumlein, Partik. p. 177. 
• Jesus was not there, because, though they did not think of His going away, 

He did not show Himself anywhere; the disciples were not, because they coulu 
not have remained unobserved if they had come back again from the other side ; 
e.nd such a return could not he.ve taken place in the /}.'}.Am <r'}.oiapio,s, for thr.so 
htter came not from Capernawn, but from Tiberia11, 
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indicates that, instead of waiting longer for Jesus to come to 
them, they themselves set out, and availed themselves of the 
opportunity presented of looking for Jesus on the other side, 
by embarking in the ships that had arrived, and sailing across 
to Capernaum, the well-known place of our Lord's abode ; 
(5) that the circumstantial character of the description of 
things throughout indicates the vivid communication of an 
eye-witness, which John had received, and does not permit of 
our taking the transit of the people (which, however, must not 
be pressed as including the whole 5000) as invented to con
firm the story of the walking on the sea (Strauss). 

Vv. 25, 26.1 IUpav -r. Oa:\aa-a-.] in the synagogue at 
Capernaum, ver. 59. But 1d.pav -r. OaX. has importance 
pragmatically, as showing that it formed a subject of amaze
rnent to them to find Him already on the western shore. -
,rou] when? for it must have been, at the earliest, after the 
arrival of the disciples (ver. 22) ; and in this lay the in
comprehensible how ? no other boat having crossed, and the 
journey round by land being too far. They have a dim 
impression of something miraculous; "quaestio de tempore 
includit quaestionem de modo," Bengel Jesus does not enter 
upon their question, nor gratify their curiosity, but immediately 
charges them with the unspiritual motive that prompted them 
to seek Him, in order to point them to higher spiritual food. 
For 7e7ovar;, venisti, see on i. 15. -ovx ... a.XX.J not "non 
tam ... quam" (Kuinoel, etc.) ; the OT£ Ei:'oETE U'TJµ,. is absoli1tely 
denied. Comp. Fritzsche, ad Marc. Bxc. II. p. 773. In the 
miraculous feeding they should have seen a divinely significant 
reference to the higher Messianic bread of life, and this ought 
to have led them to seek Jesus ; but it was only the material 
satisfaction derived from the miraculous feeding that brought 
them to Him, as they hoped that He would further satisfy 
their carnal Messianic notions. -<T'TJµ.Efo] They had seen the 
outward miracle, the mere event itself, but not the spiritual 
significance of it, - that wherein the real essence of the 
<T'!}µ.Efov, in the true conception of it, consisted. The plural 
is not, intended to include the healings of the sick, vcr. ~ 

1 See, concerning all the occurrences, ver. 26 ff., Hnrless, Lutlier. Zti!schri/1, 
1867, p. 116 ft. 
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(Bengel, Lucke, and most others), against which see ver. 4, 
but refers only to the feeding, as the antithesis a>..X' ()T£ shows, 
and it is therefore to be taken generically, as the plural of 
category. 

Yer. 2 7. " Strive to obtain, not the food which perisheth, biit 
the food which endU?·eth imto life eternal." The activity and 
labour of acquiring implied in enal;f.u0ai (laborando sibi com
parare; comp. epryal;. Tit €?nT1)0Eta, Dern. 13 5 8. 12 ; epryal;. 
/3pwµa, Palaeph. xxi. 2 ; epryat;. 0'1/uavpou,;, Theodot. Prov. xxi. 
G ; see especially Stephan. Thes. Ed. Hase, III. p. 19 6 8) con
sists, -when applied to the everlasting food, in striving and 
struggling after it, without which effort Jesus does not bestow 
it. "'\Ve must come believingly to Him, must follow Him, must 
deny ourselves, and so on. Then we receive from Him, in 
ever-increasing measure, divine grace and truth, by a spiritual 
appropriation of Himself; and this is the abiding food, which 
for ever quickens and feeds the inner man; the thing itself 
not being really different from the water, which for ever 
quenches thirst (iv. 14). See on /3pwui,;, iv. 32, also, and the 
oupavio,; -rpo<f,1 in Philo, de profug. p. 7 49 ; Allegor. p. 92. 
According to this view, the thought conveyed in epryal;eu0ai, 
as thus contrasted with that of owuei on the other side, cannot 
be regarded as strange ( against De W ette) ; both conceptions 
rather are necessary correlatives. Phil. ii. 12, 13. --r~v 
a'lToA.Xvµ.] not merely in its power, but in its very nature; 
it is digested and ceases to be (Matt. xv. 17; 1 Cor. vi. 13). 
On the contrast, -r. µJvovu. el,; t, al., comp. iv. 14, xii 25. -
eu<f>pary.] sealed, i.e. authenticated (see on iii 33), namely, as 
the appointed Giver of this food; in what way 1 see v. 36-39. 
- o 0eo,;J emphatically added at the end to give greater 
prominence to the highest authority. 

Vv. 28, 29. The people perceive that a moral requirement 
is signified by -r~v /3pwuw T. µJvovuav, etc. ; they do not 
understand what, but they think that Jesus means works, 
which God requires to be done ({prya T. 0eov, comp. Matt. 
vi. 3 3 ; Rev. ii. 2 6 ; Bamch ii. 9 ; J er. xlviii. 10). There
fore the question, " TVhat are we to do, to worlc the works 
required by God?" (which thou seemest to mean). 'Eprya
t;eu0ai lprya, "to perfo1·m works," very common in all Greek 
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( see on iii. 21) ; lP'Yal;. here, therefore, is not to be taken as 
in ver. 27. - Ver. 2rl. See Luthardt in the Stud. u. Krit. 
1852, p. 333 ff. Instead of the many ;Jprya 0EOv which 
they, agreeably to their legal standing-point, had in view, 
Jesus mentions only one ;Jpryov, in which, however, all that 
God requires of them is contained-the work (the moral act) 
of faith. Of this one divinely appointed and all-embracing 
work-the fundamental virtue required by God-the manifold_ 
;Jprya Tov 0Eov are only different manifestations. - In the 
purpose expressed by TovTo • •• tva there lies the idea: "This 
is the work which God wills, ye must believe." Comp. v. 50, 
xv. 8, 12, xvii 3; 1 John iv. 17, v. 3. See on Phil. i. 9. 
And this fundamental requirement repeatedly recurs in the 
following discourses, vv. 35, 36, 40, 47, etc. 

V v. 3 0, 31. 0 u v] What doest thoit, therefore, as a sign ? 
for they knew well enough that by 8v a1reo-T. EKEtvo~ He 
meant Himself, and that, too, as Messiah. Hence also the 
emphatic uv, thou, on thy part. The question itself does not 
imply that it is asked by those who had not seen the miracu
lous feeding the day before (Grotius), or by prominent Jews 
in the synagogue (Kuinoel, Klee). Moreover, this demand 
for a sign after the miracle of the feeding must not be re
garded as contradictory and unhistorical (Kern, B. Bauer, 
vVeisse), nor as a proof of the non-Johannine origin (Schweizer), 
or non-miraculous procedure (Schenkel), in the account of the 
feeding. For the quest,ioners, in their avato-0'1)o-t~ (Chrysostom), 
indicate at once (ver. 31), that having been miraculously fed 
with earthly food, they, in their desire for miracles, require 
something higher to warrant their putting the required faith 
in Him, and expect a sign from heaven, heavenly bread, such 
as God had given by Moses. Thus they explain their own 
question, which would be strange only if ver. 31 did not 
immediately follow. Their eagerness for Messianic miraculous 
attestation (vv. 14, 15) had grown during the night. This 
also against De Wette, who, with Weisse, concludes that this 
discourse was not originally connected with the miraculous 
feeding; see, on the contrary, Bruckner. - ,-t epry&l;v] a sar
castic retorting of the form of the requirement given, vv. 27, 
~9. Not to be explained as if it were ,-t a-v epry. (De Wette), 
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but what dost thou perform (as tr'f/µEiov) ?- ,YE,ypaµ,µ.] a 
free quotation of Ps. lxxviii. 24; comp. cv. 40, Ex. xvi. 4, 
where the subject of :!SooKev is God, but by the medium of 
MosM, this being taken for granted as known (ver. 3 2). The 
Jews regarded the dispensiug of the manna as the greatest 
miracle (see Lampe). As they now regarded Moses as in 
general a type of Christ (Schoettgen, Hor. II. p. 4 7 5), they 
also hoped in particular, " Redemtor prior descendere fecit 
pro iis manna ; sic et redemtor posterior descendere faciet 
manna." Jfidrash Coheleth, f. 8 6. 4. 

Vv. 32, 33. Jesus does not mean to deny the miraculous 
and heavenly origin of the manna in itself (Paulus), nor to 
argue polemically concerning the 0. T. manna (Schenkel), but 
He denies its origin as heavenly in the higher ideal sense 
(comp. Tov a)vTJ0ivov). The antithesis is not between the a~p 
and the Kvp{oor; oupavo,; (Chrysostom, Euthymius Zigabenus, 
Grotius, and most others), but between the type and the anti
type in its full realization.- vµ,Zv] your nation. - eK Tov 
o i, pa v o v] here and in the second half of the verse to be 
joined to oiSootcEv (and oloooaw) : "It is not Moses who dis
pensed to you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father 
who dispenseth to you from heaven that bread which is the 
true bread." In ver. 31, too, f.K 'TOV oupavov is to be joined 
with :!Sootca, ; and observe also, that in Ex. xvi 4 c:9w;:, II? 
belongs not to Cl~?,, but to i•~t,:i'?. The expression EK Tov ovp. 
is taken from Ex. xvi 4; for, if we follow Ps. lxxviii. 24, cv. 
40 (where c•o~ is an attribute of bread), we should have 
apTOV oupavov. Comp. Targ. Jonath. Deut. xxxiv. 6 : "Deus 
fecit descendere filiis Israel panem de coelo."-olooou,11] 
continuously; for Jesus means Himself and His work - Tov 
a">.. 11 0,vov] corresponding in reality to the idea. See on i. 9. 
'E ... ' ~ ,, ' • "" ""'" ' , ' ' ICHl'O', ,yap O ap'To<; 'TV'lT'tKO<; 1JV, 7rpO'TV7T'WII, 't''J<Ttll, EfJ,E 'TOV 
avToaX~0Etav lJvTa, Euthymius Zigabenus. This defining word, 
placed emphatically at the end, explains at the same time the 
negative statement at the beginning of the verse. -Ver. 33. 
Proof that it is the Father who gives, etc. (ver. 3 2) ; for it 
is none other than the bread which is being bestowed by God, 
that comM down from heaven and giveth life to the world. 
The argument proceeds ab effectu (o 11.aTa/3 . ... tcouµ,rp) ad 
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causam (o 3-pTOr; -roii 0eoii). - o tcaTa{3a{vwv, ,c.-r.A.] refers 
to o ap-ror;, and states its specific property, both as to its 
origin and working, both being essentially connected; it does 
not refer to Jesus (" He who cometh down," etc.), though, in 
the personal application of the general affirmation, Jesus, by 
the bread, represents, and must represent, Himself; and hence 
the expression "cometh down" (against Grotius, Dav. Schulz, 
Olshausen, Fritzsche in his Novis opusc. p. 2 21, God et, and 
others). The direct reference to Jesus would anticipate the 
subsequent advance of the discourse (ver. 3 5), and would 
require o ,ea-ra/3 ar; (ver. 41; comp. ver. 48). See on ver. 5 0. 
-tw~v] life. Without this bread, humanity (o ,co(j'µ,or;) is 
dead in the view of Jesus-dead spiritually (ver. 35) and 
eternally (vv. 39, 40). 

Ver. 34 ff. llav-ro-re] emphatically takes the lead.-The 
request is like that in iv. 15, but here, too, without irony 
(against Calvin, Bengel, Lampe), which would have implied 
unbelief in His power to give such bread. To explain the 
words as prompted by a dim presentiment concerning the higher 
gift (Lucke, B. Crusius, and most other expositors), is not in 
keeping with the stiff necked antagonism of the Jews in the 
course of the following conversation. There is no trace of a 
further development of the supposed presentiment, nor of any 
approval and encouragement of it on the part of Jesus. 
The Jews, on the contrary, with their carnal minds, a:re 
quite indifferent whether anything supersensuous, and if so, 
what, is meant by that bread. They neither thought of an 
outward glory, which they ask for (Luthardt),-for they could 
only understand, from the words of Jesus, something analogous 
to the manna, though of a higher kind, perhaps " a magic 
food or means of life from heaven" (Tholuck),-nor had their 
thoughts risen to the spiritual nature of this mysterious bread. 
But, at any rate, they think that the higher manna, of which 
He speaks, would be a welcome gift to them, which they could 
always use. And they conld easily suppose that He was 
capable of a still more miraculous distribution, who had even 
now so miraculously fed them with ordinary bread. Their 
unbelief (ver. 36) referred to Jesus Himself as that personal 
bread of life, to whom, indeed, as such, their carnal nature 
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was closed. -Vv. 3 5, 3 6. Explanation and censure. - lry~J 
with powerful emphasis. Comp. iv. 26. - o &pTo~ T, tQ)i),;-] 
tQ)ryV 0£00V,;' Trj> KOITµ,rp, ver. 33. Comp. ver. 68. - o Jpxoµ,. 

'Ti'po~ µ,E] of a believing coming (v. 40); comp. vv. 47, 44, 
45, 65. For Jpxoµ,. and 7TUTT€VO)V, as also their correlatives 
ov µ,ry 7r€£V. and otl µ,~ oiy., do not differ as antecedent and 
consequent (Weiss), but are only formally kept apart by 
means of the parallelism. This parallelism of the discourse, 
now become more excited, occasioned the addition of the otl 
µ,~ oii/r1uy, which is out of keeping with the metaphor 
hitherto employed, and anticipates the subsequent turn which 
the discourse takes to the eating of the flesh and drinking of 
the blood. We must not imagine that by this a superiority 
to the manna is intended to be expressed, the manna being 
able to satisfy hunger only (Lucke) ; fol' both ov µ,~ 7reiv. and 
ov µ,~ oiy. signify the same thing-the everlasting satisfaction 
of the higher spiritual need. Comp. Isa. xlix. 10. - a.XX' 
Et7rov vµ,tv] But I would have you told that, etc. Notice, 
therefore, that ;;n eQ)paK., K.T.X., does not refer to a previous 
declaration, as there is not such a one (Beza, Grotius, Bengel, 
Olshausen, B. Crusius, Luthardt, Hengstenberg, Baeumlein, 
Godet, and most others : to ver. 2 6 ; Li.icke, De W ette : to 
vv. 37-40; Euthymius Zigabenus: to an unwritten statement; 
Ewald: to one in a supposed fragment, now lost, which preceded 
chap. vi ; Briickner: to a reproof which runs through the 
whole Gospel) ; on the contrary, the statement is itself 
announced by El'TT'ov (dictum velim). See, for this use of the 
word, Bernhardy, p. 3 81 ; Kuhner, II. § 443. 1. In like 
manner xi 42. In classical Greek, very common in the 
Tragedians; see especially Herm. ad Viger. p. 746. -Ka£ 

eo,paK. µ,e "· ov 7TttTT.] ye have even seen 11ie (not simply 
heard of me, but even are eye-witnesses of my Messianic 
activity), and believe not. On the first Kal, comp. ix. 37, and 
see generally Kuhner, ad Xen. Mem. i 3. 1 ; Baeumlein, 
Partik. p. 149 ff. 

Vv. 3 7 ff. Through this culpable ov '11'ttTTeveTe, they were 
quite different from those whom the Father gave Him. How 
entirely different were all these latter; and how blessed 
through me, according to the Father's will, must their lot be!-
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,rav] Neuter, of persons as in iii. 6, xviii. 2; 1 Cor. i. 27. It 
designates them as a " totam quasi massam," Bengel. - o o [o. 
µ,oi o ?TaT.] viz. by the efficacious influence of His grn.ce (vv. 
44, 45), whereby He inclines them to come, and draws them 
to me ; oti TO TVXOV ,rpa;yµa fJ ,r{uw; fJ f£<; Jµe. UAA!t T7J<; &vw0w 
oe'iTa, po?T7J<;, Chrysostom. Moral self-determination (v. 40, 
vii. 17 ; Matt. xxiii. 3 7) may obey this influence (ver. 40), 
and may withstand it; he who withstands it is not given Him 
by the Father, Phil. ii 13. "There is implied here a hurllble, 
simple, hungering and thirsting soul," Luther. Explanations 
resting on dogmatic preconceptions are: of the absolute election 
of grace (Augustine, Beza, and most others 1), of the natural 
pietatis studiitm (Grotius), and others. - ,rpoi; Jµe] afterwards 
'11'poi; µe. But Jµe is emphatic. The ,,,ge, is not more (arrivera 
jusqu'a moi, Godet) than e'"A.e-6ueTai, as ver. 35 already shows; 
comp. the following "· T. Jpxoµevov, with which "lEw is again 
resumed. -ov µ~ e,c/3&,)l.(JJ i!Ew] I certainly will not cast 
him out, i.e. will not exclude him from my kingdom on its 
establishment ; comp. vv. 3 9, 40, xv. 6 ; also Matt. viii. 12, 
xxii. 13. The negative expression is a litotes full of love ; 
N onnus adds : aXXa vorp xatpovn oeoegoµa,. - V v. 3 8, 3 9. 
" How could I cast them out, seeing that I am come only to 
fulfil the divine will 1 and this requires of me, not the rejection 
of any one, but the blessed opposite." - ovx lva, K.T.X.] Comp. 
v. 30. -TovTo oe ... ,reµy. µe] impressive repetition of the 
same words. - m'iv o oeow,ce, ,c.T.X.] Nominative absoliite, 
unconnected with the following, and significantly put first. 
Comp. viii. 38, xv. 2, xvii. 2; and see on Matt. vii. 24, x. 14, 

1 See, on the contrary, Weiss, Leltrbegr. p. 142 ff. - Schleiermacher rational
izes the divine gift and dmwing into a divine a1-rangement of circumstances; see 
L. J. p. 302 ff. Thus it would be resolved into the genernl government of the 
world. - According to Beyschlag, p. 162, there would be in this action of the 
Father, preparing the way for a cleaving to Christ (comp. vv. 44, 45), an oppo
sition to the light-giving action of the Logos (vv. 4, 5, 9), if the Logos be a. 
personality identical witl.t the Son. But the difference in person between the 
Father and the Son does not exclude the lwrmomo11s action of both for each 
other. Enlightening is not a monopoly of the Son, excluding the Father ; but 
the Father draws men to the Son, and the Son is the way to the Father. Weiss 
has rightly rejected as unjohnnnenn (p. 248 f.) the idea o[ n hidden God, ns 
absolutely raised above the wol'ld, who has no immediate connection with tha 
linite. 



286 THE GOSPEL OF JORN. 

32, xii. 3(5; Bnttmann, N. T. Gi·. p. 325 [E. T. p. 379]. 
Here the Pe1ject oioco,ce, because spoken from the standing
point of the futu1·e. - µ;, a,roX. J~ athov] sc. -rt; see 
Fritzsche, Gonject. p. 3 6. The conception of losing (i.e. of 
letting fall down to eternal death ; see the antithesis Ju.a, 
etc.) is correlative to that of the oeoco,ce µoi. Comp. xvii. 12. 
-avaa-T~a-co, ,c.-r.X.] of the actual resurrection at the last day 
(comp. v. 29, xi. 24, xii. 48), which, as a matter of course, 
includes the transformation of those still living. The designa
tion of the thing is a potiori. It is the first resunection that 
is meant (see on Luke xiv. 14, xx. 34; Phil iii. 11; 1 Cor. 
xv. 23), that to the everlastin,q life of the Messianic kingdom. 
See on v. 29. Bengel well says: "hie finis est, ultra quem 
periculu.m nullum." Comp. the recurrence of this blessed 
refrain, vv. 40, 44, 54, which, in the face of this solemn 
recurrence, Scholten regards as a gloss. 

Ver. 40. Explanation, and consequently an assigning of the 
reason for the statement of God's will, ver. 3 9 ; the words 
Tovro, etc., being an impressive anaphora, and -roD '1T'aTp6r; µou 
being spoken instead of Tov 'TT'eµ,Jr. µe, because at the close 
Jesus means to des0ribe Himself, with still more specific 
definiteness, as the Son.-o Oecop. TOV viov IC, 'TT't<TT, elr; avT.] 
characterizes those meant by the a oeoco,ce µot. There is implied 
in Oecop. the attenta contemplatio ( TOL<; ocp0a">-..µoi'r; T~r; vux~r;, 
Eutbymius Zigabenus), the resitlt of which is faith. Observe 
the carefully chosen word (Tittmann, Synan. p. 121 ; Grotius, in 
loc.). The Jews have seen Him, and have not believed, ver. 36. 
One must contemplate Him, and believe. -lxv and civaa-T17a-co 
are both dependent upon t'va. There is nothing decisive against 
the rendering ot ,cal avaa-T. independently (Vnlgate, Luther, 
Luthardt, Hengstenberg), but the analogy of ver. 39 does not 
favour it. Observe the change of tenses. The believer is said 
to have eternal Messianic life already in its development in 
time (see on iii 15), but its perfect completion 1 at the last 
day by means of the resurrection; therefore avaa-T17a-co after 
the lxeiv of the tw;, alwv. - e,yw] from the consciousness of 
Messianic power. Comp. vv. 44, 54. 

1 Nothing is further from John than the Gnostic opinion, 2 Tim. ii. 18, upon 
which, according to B:i.ur, he is saiu very closely to boruer. 
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Vv. 41, 42. "They mu1·murecl, and this µer' aAA~'Ac,w, 
vcr. 4 3, against Him with reference to what He had said, viz. 
that," etc. Upon all the rest they reflect no further, but this 
assertion of Jesus impresses them all the more offensively, and 
among themselves they give expression half aloud to their dis
satisfaction. This last thought is not contained in the word 
itself (comp. vii. 32, 12; according to Pollux, v. 89, it was also 
used of the cooing of doves), but in the context (oi 'lovoa'iot). 
'\Ve are not therefore, as De W ette supposes, to think of it 
merely as a whispering. Comp. rather ver. 61 ; Matt. xx. 11 ; 
Luke v. 30; 1 Cor. x. 10; Num. xi. 1, xiv. 27; Ecclus. x. 24; 
Judith v. 22; Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 358. - oi 'I ovoa'iot] 
The opposition party among the Jews were therefore among 
the 8xAor; (vv. 5, 22, 24). Even in the congregation of the 
synagogue itself (ver. 5 9), though it included many followers of 
Jesus (ver. 60), there may have been present members of the 
spiritual aristocracy (see on i. 19). The assumption that the 
8x"'A.or; itself is here called oi 'Iovoa'iot, on account of its re
fusal to recognise Jesus (De W ette, Tholuck, Baur, Bruckner, 
Hengstenberg, Godet, and most others), is more far-fetched, 
for hitherto the 8xAOr; had shown itself sensuously eager in
deed after miracles, but not hostile. - eryw elµt o apTor; 
tc.T.A.] compiled from vv. 33, 35, 38. - ouTor;J on both 
occasions, contemptuously. -17µe'ir;] we on our part. -
ornaµev T. 'TT'aT. "· T. µ77T.] This human descent which they 
knew (comp. Matt. xiii. 55) seemed to them in contradiction 
with that assertion, and to exclude the possibility of its truth. 
Heh. vii. 3 (cimfr"'p aµ1T"'P) does not apply here, because it 
is not a question of the Messiahship of Jesus, but of His 
coming down from heaven. - Tov 'TT'aTepa "· T~v µ77T.] The 
words, on the face of them, convey the impression that both 
were still alive; the usual opinion that Joseph (whom subse
quent tradition represents as already an old man at the time 
of his espousal with Mary ; see Thilo, ad Cod. Apocr. I. p. 3 61) 
was already dead, cannot, to say the least, be certainly proved 
(comp. also Keim, Gesch. J. I. 426), though in John also he is 
entirely withdrawn from the history. 

Vv. 43, 44. Jesus does not enter upon a solution of this 
difficulty, but admonishes them not to trouble themselves 
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with it; they should not dwell upon such questions, but upon 
something far higher; the " drawing " of the Father is the 
condition of participation in His salvation.-The E°X.1'vE£v is 
not simply a strengthening of the o,oovai in vv. 37, 38, but 
specifies the method of it, an inner dmwing and leading to Ghrist 
through the working of divine grace (comp. LXX. Jer. xxxi. 3), 
which, however, does not annul human freedom, but which, by 
means of the enlightening, animating, and impelling influence, 
and of the instruction appropriated by the man, wins him over. 
Comp. xii. 32. 'EX./CvEw (ver. 45) include.s the Father's teaching 
by His witness to Christ ('Veiss), but this is not all that it com
prehends ; it denotes rather the whole of that divine influence 
whereby hearts are won to the Son. In the consciousness of 
those who are thus won, this represents itself as a holy neces
sity, to which they have yielded. Comp. Wisd. xix. 4, where 
the opposite, the attraction of evil, appears as a necessity 
which draws them along, yet without destroying freedom. 
See Grimm, Handb. p. 2 9 2 f. Comp. also the classical 
EMoµ,aL ~Top (Pind. Nem. iv. 5 6), eXtm TO T77i <pVCTf(J)i 

papf)apov (Dem. 563, 14), and the like. Augustine already 
compares from the Latin the " trahit sua quemque voluptas" 
of Virgil The word 1 in itself may denote what involves force, 
and is involuntary (Acts xvi. 19 ; 3 Mace. iv. 7 ; 4 Mace. 
xi. 9; Homer, Il. xi. 258; xxiv. 52,417; Soph. 0. 0. 932; 
Aristoph. Eq. 710; Plato, Rep. iv. p. 539 B, and often; see 
Ast, Lex. Plat. I. p. 682), which is always expressed by avpHv 
(comp. Tittm. Syn. p. 56 ff.); but the context itself shows 
that this is not meant here (in the classics it may even stand 
for in vita re; see Jacobs, ad .Antliol. IX. 14 2). Accordingly it 
is not, as Calvin judges, false and impious to say: "non nisi 
volente.s trahi;" and Beza's "Volumus, quia datum est, ut 
velimus," is true and pious only in the sense of Phil ii. 13. 
Comp. Augustine : " non ut homines, quod fieri non potest, 
nolentes credant, sed ut volentes ex: nolentibus :fiant." -
o 1T'iµ,,Jr. 1u J a specific relationship with which the saving act 
of the e"'A.KVELV essentially corresponds. - /Cal by(u civacrT~cr,,,, 
1'.T."'A.] the same solemn promise which we have already, vv. 

1 The Attics also prefer the Aorist form of b,,.,;., to tl1at of fa,.,, but they 
form the future i).,., rather than ih11~., (xii. 32}. See Lobcck, Paral. p. 35 f. 
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39, 40, but with the ;.,yrl, of Messianic authority and power, 
as in ver. 54. 

Vv. 45, 46 serve more fully to explain £X1'v£iv. - lv To'ir; 
wpo cf>.] in volumine prophetarum, Acts vii. 42, xiii. 40; Rom. 
ix. 24. The passage is Isa. liv. 13 (a free quotation from the 
LXX.), which treats of the divine and universal enlighten
ment of Israel in the time of the Messiah (comp. Joel iii. 1 ff.; 
Jer. xxxi. 33, 34): "and they shall be wholly taught of God." 
The main idea does not lie in wavT£r;, which, moreover, in the 
connectioa of the passage refers to all believers, but in o ioa,cTo l 
0 e o v ( a Deo edocti ; as to the genitive, see on 1 Cor. ii. 13, 
and Kuhner, II. § 516, b), which denotes the divine drawing 
viewed as enlightening and influencing. The oioa1'Tov 0wv 
eivat is the state of him who hears and has learned of the 
Father; see what follows. - wiir; o a1'ovwv, IC. T.X.] The 
spurious ouv -rightly indicates the connection (against Olshan
sen) ; for it follows from that promise, that every one who 
hears and i,s taught of the Father comes to the Son, and no 
others ; because, were it not so, the community of believers 
would not be unmixedly the StOaKToi 0eov. 'A,coueiv 7rapa 
Tov waTpor; is the spiritual perception of divine instn1Ction; 
the subject-matter of which, as the whole context clearly shows, 
is the Son and His work. The communication of this revela
tion is, however, continuous (hence aKovwv), and the "ha Ying 
learned" is its actual result, by the attainment of which 
through personal exertion the lpxe-rai 7rpor; µe is conditioned. 
One hears and has learned of the Father; in no other way 
is one in the condition which internally necessitates a believ
ing union with the Son. Comp. Matt. xi. 25 fi.-Ver. 46. 
By this hearing and having learned of the Father, I do not 
mean an immediate and intititive fellowship with Him, which, 
indeed, would render the coming to the Son unnecessary ; no ; 
no one save the Son only has had the vision o, God (comp. 
i. 18, iii. 13, viii. 3 8), therefore all they who are oioanol 
0eov have to find in the Son alone all further initiation into 
God's grace and truth. - OV/C on] OV1' epw, OT£. See Hartung, 
II. 154; Buttmann, N. T. Gr. p. 318 ff. [E.T. p. 372].
It serves to obviate a misunderstanding. -el µ~, K.T.}...] except 
He who i,s from God, He hath seen the Father (that is, in His 

T 
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pre-existent state).1 Comp. Gal. i. 7. - ;. &,, 7TapJ. T. 11.] 
for He is come from the Father, with whom He was (i. 1). 
See on i. 14, viii. 42, vii. 29, xvi. 27. 

Vv. 4 7, 48. Jesus had given His answer to the murmurings 
of the Jews in vv. 43-46. He now returns to the subject 
"hich He had left, and first repeats in solemn asseveration 
what He had said in ver. 40; then He again brings forward 
the metaphor of the bread of life, which sets forth the same 
thought. 

Vv. 49, 50. Oi 'TT'aTEpe~, K.T.A.] "regeruntur Judaeis 
Yerba ipsorum ver. 31," Bengel. -a7T'e0avov ... a'TT'o0av17] a 
diversity in the reference which is full of meaning : loss of 
earthly life, loss of eternal life, whose development, already 
begun in time (see on iii 15), the death of the body does not 
interrupt (xi. 25). - ov-ro~ fonv o &p-ro~, ,c.-r.X.] of this 
nature is the bread which cometh down from heaven: one (-r~~) 
must eat thereof, and (in consequence of this eating) not die. 
This representation is contained in ov-ro~ ... Tva; see on ver. 29. 
The expression, however, is not conditional (Jav -rt~), because 
the telic reference (Zva) does not belong to the last part merely. 
The present participle shows that Jesus does not mean by 

'This clear and direct reference to His pre-human state in God (comp. vv. 
41, 42), and consequently the agreement of Christ's witness to Himself with the 
view taken by the evangelist, should not have been regarded as doubtful by 
Weizsacker. The divine life which was manifested in Christ upon earth was 
the personal life of His pre-existent state, as the prologue teaches. otherwise 
John had not given the original sense of the declaration of the Lord regarding 
Himself (to which conclusion Weizsiicker comes in the Jahrb. f. D. Th. 1862, 
p. 674), which, however, is inconceivable in so great and ever-recurring a lead
ing point. It is the transcendent recollection in His temporal self-conscious
ness of that earlier divine condition, which make8 itself known in such declara
tions (comp. iii. 11). See on viii. 38, xvii. 5. His certitude concerning the 
perfect revelation does not first begin with the baptism, but stretches back with 
its roots into His pre-human exi.Rtence. See, against Weizsiicker, Beyschlag also, 
:p. 79 fl., who, however (comp. p. 97 f.), in referring it to the sinless birth, and 
further to the pre-existent state of Jesus, aa tlte very image of God, is not just 
to the J ohannean view in the prologue, and in the first epistle, as well as here, 
and in the analogous testimonies of Jesus regarding Himself. See on ver. 62. 
Beyschlag renders : " becaU8e He is of God, He has seen God in His historical 
~-istence." The far-f.itcheu thought is here brought in, that only the pure in 
heart can see God. Comp. rather i. 18, iii. 13, 31, 32, viii. 26, 38. See, against 
this view of the continuous historical intimacy with GoJ, Pfleiderer in Hilgen• 
feld's Zeitachr. 1860, p. 247 fi. ; Scholten, D· 116 !f. 
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ovTo~ His own concrete Personality, which is not named tilt 
ver. 51, but intends to set forth and exhibit the true bread from 
heaven generally, according to its real nature (comp. ver. 58). 
On Tl.i, one, comp. Dern. Phil. i. 8, and Bremi, p. 118; Ellendt, 
Lex. Soph. II. 883; Nagelsbach on the Iliad, p. 299, ed. 3. 

Ver. 51. Continuation of the exposition concerning the 
bread of life, which He is. "I am not only the life-giving 
bread (o 11,pTo~ T. tw'iii, ver. 48); I am also the living bread; 
he who eats thereof shall live for ever," because the life of 
this bread is imparted to the partaker of it. Comp. v. 26, 
xiv. 19. Observe the threefold advance: (1) o &p-roi -r. 
t'w'iii, ver. 48, and o &p-roi o twv, ver. 51 ; (2) the universal 
,ca-ra/3atvoov, ver. 5 0, and the historically concrete ,ca-ra/3as, 
ver. 51 ; (3) the negative µ,~ &:1ro0avy, ver. 5 0, and the 
positive NCTeTat eli TOV alwva, ver. 51. - IC a I, 0 cf, p-r O i O e () II 

e,yro owCToo] Christ i,s the bread, and He will also give it (con
sequently give Himself) ; how thi,s is to take place, He now 
explains. The advance lies in av i,y@ ow<Too ; hence also the 
,cal. oe which carries on the discourse, and the emphatic repeti
tion of the thought, ~v i,y@ owCTw. Translate : " and the bread 
also which I (I on my part, i,yw) will give [instead now of 
saying : i,s myself, He expresses what He means more defi
nitely] i,s my flesh," etc. Concerning ,ea), . .. oe, atque etiam, 
,ea! being and, and oe expressing the idea on the other hand, 
see in particular Kriiger, and Kiihner, ad Xen. Mem. i. 1. 3 ; 
Baumlein, Partik. p. 149. It often introduces, as in this case, 
something that is specially important. See Bremi, ad Dem. 
Ol. II. p. 1 73. Observe, moreover, that what Christ promises 
to give is not external to Hi,s own Person (against Kling in the 
Stud. u. Krit. 1836, p. 142 f.).-~ uap~ µ,uv ECTTtv] He 
promises to give His ,ficsh, i.e. by His bloody death, to which 
He here, as already in ii. 19, and to Nicodemus, iii 14, 15, 
prophetically points. ~ ap~ is the living corporeal substance ; 
this His living corporeity Christ will give, .'Jive up, that it may 
be slain (~v i,yw owCToo ), in order that thereby, as by the offer
ing of the propitiatory sacrifice,1 He may be the means of pro-

1 Not that by the death of Jesus the barrier of the independent individuality 
existing between the Logos and the human being is destroyed. See against this 
t..tplano.tion (Kostlin, Reuss), so forei"Il to John Weiss, Leltrbegi·. p. 65 ff. 
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curing eternal life for mankind, i.e. vr.Ep (for the benefit of) 
Tij~ Tov ,couµ,ov t'w~~; comp. 1 John iv. 10, 14. But as the 
atoning efficacy which this giving up of His tlesh has, must be 
inwardly app1·opriated by faith, Christ's uapE, according to the 
figure of the bread of life, inasmuch as He means to give it up 
to death, appears as the bread which He will give to be pa1·
takcn of (~v l,yro owuoo ). In the repeated owuoo there lies the 
EKovuiov of the surrender (Euthymius Zigabenus). But 
observe the difference of reference, that of the first owuoo to the 
giving up for eating, and that of the second to the giving up 
to death. 1 That eating is the spiritual manducatio,2 the inward, 
real appropriation of Christ which, by means of an ever-con
tinuing faith that brings about this appropriation, and makes 
our life the life of Christ witl1in us (Gal. ii. 20; Eph. iii. 17), 
takes place with regard to all the benefits which Christ " came 
sua pro nobis in mortem tradita et sanguine suo pro nobis 
effuso pr01neruit." Forma Ooncordiae, p. 7 44. On the idea 
of the life of Christ in believers, see on Phil i. 8. On uapE, 
so far as it was put to death in Christ by His crucifixion, 
comp. 1 Pet. iii. 18; Eph. ii. 14; Col. i. 20 ff.; Heb. x. 20. 

1 The words;/, ,,,,:. ~,.; .. ., are wanting in BCD LT~. a few cursives, several 
versions (following Vulg. It.), and Fathers (even Origen twice), and are rejected 
by Lachm., Ewald, Tisch., Baeumlein, Harless. The preponderance of testimony 
is certainly against them; and in omitting them we should not, with Kling, take 
:, ,,.tip; ,,_,u as in apposition with o 3.p.-oi (see, on the contrary, Riickert, Abendm. 
p. 259), but simply render it: "the bread which l shall give is my .flesh for the 
life of the world" (the former is the l,a,tter for the life of the world). But this 
short pregnant mode of expression is so little like John, and the repetition of;,, 
,,-,;, ~,.;,,...., is so completely Johannean, that I feel compelled to retain the words 
as genuine, and to regard their omission as a very early e1Tor, occasioned by tlu, 
occurrence of the same words a little before. Following t{, Tischendorf now 
reads, after .c.; /1,p-r. ~l: ;, E,,<d ~610'&1 U'lltp iris iroii 11,0t:p,ou t~;;s, ;, cr«.p; 14ou 
,,,.,,.; ,. This is manifestly an arrangement resorted to in order to nsssign to the 
words ""'· .,._ .-. x. 1;.,;;, the place which, in the absence of;;, ,,-,;, ~ .... .,, seemed to 
belong to them. Baeumlein supposes that ""'· ,,._ .-. "· ,;.,;;, is nu ancient gloss. 

• The expression" resurrection of the.flesh" cannot be justified fruru John vi., 
as Delitzsch, Psyclwl. p. 460 [E. T. p. 541 ], supposes. If it cannot be justified 
by anything in St. Paul, which Delitzsch admits, it can least of all by anything 
in St. John. When, indeed, Delitzsch says (p. 339), "The flesh of Christ l:e
comes in us a tincture of immortality, wlticlt, in spite of corruption, sustains tlte 
e&ence of our .fle$h, in order one day at tlte resurrection to assimilate alao His 
manifestation to itself," we can only oppose to such fancies, "Ne ultrn quod 
1JCrtJJtu11, ut." 
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This explanation, which refers the words to Christ's popi
tiatory death, is that of Augustine, Luther, Melancthon, Calvin, 
Beza, Aretius, Grotius, Calovius, W etstein, Lampe, and most 
others, also of Kuinoel, Li.icke, Tholuck, Ammon, N eander, 
J. Muller (Diss. 1839), Lange, Ebrard, Dogma v. Abendm. I. 
p. 78 ff.; Keim, in the Jahrb. f d. Theol. 1859, p. 109 ff.; 
Weiss; comp. also Ewald, Kahnis (Dogmat. I. p. 624), Godet.1 

Others, following Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Basil, have 
understood by uap~ the entire human manifestation of the 
Logos, which He offered up for the world's salvation, including 
therein His death (so in modern times, in particular, Paulus, 
D. Schulz, Lehre vom Abendm., B. Crusius, Frommann, De 
Wette, Baeumlein; comp. Schleiermacher, L. J. p. 345, and 
Reuss). Not only is the future owuc,:, opposed to this view, 
but the drinking of the blood in ver. 5 3 still more distinctly 
points to Christ's death as excliisively meant ; because it would 
not be apparent why Jesus, had He intended generally that 
collective dedication of Himself, should have used expressions 
to describe the appropriation of it, which necessarily and 
directly point to and presuppose His death. That general 
consecration was already affirmed in e,yw dµt o ap-ro~, K.T.A,; 

the advance from being and giving now demands something 
else, a concrete act, viz. His atoning death and the shedding of 
His blood. This tells also against the profounder development 
of the self-communication of Jesus which is said to be meant 
here, and is adopted by Hengstenberg and Hofmann (Schrijt
bew. II. 2, p. 245 ff.), following Luther ;2 viz. that faith in 
the human nature of Jesus eats and drinks the life of God, 
or that His life-giving power is bound up in His flesh, i.e. in 
His actual human manifestation (Bruckner). Others, again, 

1 W110, however, attaches great importance to the corporeal side of the real 
fellowship of believer~ with Christ, by virtue of which they will become at the 
resurrection the reproduction of the glorified Christ, referring to Eph. v. 30. 
The eating and drinking alone are figurative, while the not merely spiritual, but 
also bodily appropriation, must, according to him, be taken literally. This, 
i1owever, is not required by the;,,,,,_,,.,;,,,., a.ii.-,,, ,., ... A., ver. 54, which we ah-euuy 
had in ver. 39, and is not even admissible by vcr. 63. 

2 "Therefore one eats and drinks the Godhead ln His human nature.-This 
flesh does not carnalize, but will deify thee, i.e. give thee divine power, virtue, 
anu work, nnd will take nwuy sins," and so on (Pred. Dom. Oculi). 
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lrn,ve explained it of tlie Lord's Supper; viz. Chrysostom, 
C,rril, Theophylact, Euthymius Zigabenus, most of the Fathers 
(among the Latin Fathers, Cyprian, Hilary, perhaps also Augus
tine, etc.) and Catholic writers, also Klee and Maier, further, 
Calixtus too, strongly opposed by Calovius; and among modems, 
Scheibe!, Olshausen, Kling in the Stud. u. Krit. 1836, p. 
140 if.; Lindner, Kostlin, Delitzsch in Rudelbach's Zeit
schrift, 1845, ii p. 29; Kaeuffer in the Sachs. Stud. 1846, 
p. 70 ff.; Kahnis, Abendm. p. 104 ff.; Luthardt; Richter 
in the Stud. u. Krit. 1863, p. 250; further, while also calling 
in question the genuineness of the discourse, Bretschneider, 
Strauss, Weisse, Baur, Hilgenfeld, and many others. Thus, as 
iii. 5 refers to baptism, we have now, it is said, a reference to 
the second sacrament. This explanation 1 has already this 
against it, that the eating and drinking is regarded as continuous 
(ver. 56); and, moreover, it can be maintained only by 
surrendering the authenticity of John. But if this be assumed, 
and the discourse be regarded as historical, Jesus could not 
Himself speak in the manner in which He here does of the 
Lord's Supper. Had this been His reference, He would have 
spoken inappropriately, and in terms which differ essentially 
from His own mode of expression at the institution of the 
holy meal, irrespective of the fact that a discourse upon the 
Loras Supper at this time would have been utterly incompre
hensible to His hearers, especially to the 'Iovoa{oi who were 
addressed. Moreover, there nowhere occurs in the Gospels a 
hint given beforehand of the Supper which was to be insti
tutfld ; and therefore, that this institution was not now already 
in the thoughts of Jesus (as Godet, following Bengel and 
others, maintains), but was the product of the hour of the 
Supper itself, appears all the more likely, seeing how utterly 
groundless is the assumption based on ver. 4, that Jesus, in 
the feeding of the multitude, improvised a paschal feast. To 
this it must be added, that the promise of life which is attached 
to the eating and drinking could apply only to the case of 

1 A view which Luther decidedly opposed previous to the controversy regard• 
ing the Lord's Supper. In the heading or gloss he says: " Thi8 chapter docs 
not speak of the sacrament of the bread and wine, but of spiritual eating, i.e. of 
the belief that Christ, both God and man, bath shed His blood for us," 
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those who wcrthily partake. We would therefore have to 
assume that the reporter John (see especially Kaeuffer, l.c. ; 
comp. also Weisse, B. Crusius, Kostlin, etc.) had put this dis
course concerning the Lord's Supper into the mouth of Christ; 
and against this it tells in general, that thus there would be 
on John's part a misconception, or rather an arbitrariness, 
which, granting the genuineness of the Gospel, cannot be 
attributed to this most trusted disciple and his vivid recollec
tions; and in particular, that the drinking of the blood, if it 
were, as in the Lord's Supper, a special and essential part, 
would not have remained unmentioned at the very end of the 
discourse, vv. 57, 58; and that, again, the evangelist would 
make Jesus speak of the Lord's Supper in terms which lie 
quite beyond the range of the N. T., and which belong to the 
mode of representation and language of the apostolic Fathers 
and still later writers (see the passages in Kaeuffer, p. 77 ff.; 
Ri.ickert, p. 2 7 4 f.; Hilgenfeld, Evang. p. 2 7 8).1 This is 
specially true of the word uap,, for which all places in the 
N. T. referring to the Lord's Supper (Matt. xxvi. 26 ff.; Mark 
xiv. 22 ff.; Luke xxiv. 24 ff.; 1 Cor. xi. 23 ff.) have <rwµa; 

so that here accordingly there ought to have been stated the 
identity, not of the bread and the flesh (which Baur in par
ticular urges), but of the bread and the body; while with 
reference to the blood, the element identified (the wine) ought 
also to have been mentioned. Further, the passage thus taken 
would speak of the literal "eating and drinking" of the flesh 
and blood, which is a much later materializing of the N. T. 
tcowoovla in the Lord's Supper; and lastly, the absolute neces
sity of this ordinance,2 which ver. 53 ff. would thus assert, is 
not once mentioned thus directly by the Fathers of the first 
centuries; whereas the N. T., and John in particular, make 
faith alone the absolutely necesimry condition of rnlvation. 
Had John been speaking of the Lord's Supper, he 1.rnst have 
spoken in harmony with the N. T. view and Mode of ex-

• Hilgenfcld caiis the passages in Justin, Apol. i. 66; Igna,,us, ad Smyrn. 7, 
ad Rom. 7, an admirable commentary upon our text. 'l'hey would, indeed, be 
so if our evangelist himself were a post-apostolic writer belonging to the second 
century. 

! Its limitation to the Con/emf.us sacramcnti (Richter) is a dogmatic subterfuge 
which illlS no foundation in the text. 
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pression, and must have made Jesus speak of it in the same 
,rny. But the discourse, as it li(!,S before us, if taken as referring 
to the Lord's Supper, would. be an unexampled and utterly 
i11conceivable vu-rEpov 7rpd-rEpov; and therefore even the 
assumption that at least the same idea which lay at the root 
of the Lord's Supper, and out of which it sprang, is here 
expressed (Olshausen, Kling, Lange, Tholuck, etc. ; comp. 
Kahnis, Keim, Luthardt, Hengstenberg, Ewald, Godet), is only 
admissible so far as the appropriation of Christ's life, brought 
:ibout by faith in His death, which here is enjoined with such 
concrete vividness as absolutely necessary,1 likewise constitutes 
the sacred and fundamental basis presupposed in the institution 
of the Supper and forms the condition of its blessedness ; and 
therefore the application of the passage to the Lord's Supper 
(but at the same time to baptism and to the efficacy of the 
word) justly, nay necessarily, arises. Comp. the admirable 
remarks of Harless, p. 13 0 ff-According to Rtickert (Abendm. 
p. 291 £), the discourse is not intended by Jesus to refer to 
the Supper, but is so intended by John, through whose 
erroneous and crude method of apprehension the readers are 
supposed to be taught, whether they themselves believed in an 
actual eating of the flesh and drinking of the blood, or whether 
this was a stumbling-block to them. An interpretation this 
which is neither indicated by the text nor has any historical 
basis.-Upon the history of the interpretation of our text, see 
Lucke, ed. 2, App. 2; Lindner, vom Abendm. p. 241 ff.; 
Tischendorf, De Ghr-isto pane vitae, 18 3 9, p. 15 ff. ; Mack, 
Quartalschr. 1832, I. p. 52 ff.; Kahnis, p. 114 ff.; Rtickert, 
p. 2 73 ff. The exposition which takes it to refer to faith in 
the atoning death forms the basis of Zwingle's doctrine of the 
Eucharist. See Dieckhofl: evangel. Abendmahlslehre, I. p. 440. 

Vv. 52, 53. The Jews rightly add <paiyE'iv, borrowing it 
from the preceding context ; but the meaning and reference 
of the expression, which they certainly recognised as some
how to be taken figuratively, are to them so indistinct, that 
they fall into a dispute with each other (" non fun solum 

1 "He makes it so that it could not be plainer, in order that they might not 
think that he wa.s speaking of something else, or of anything tho.t was not before 
their eyes; but that He was speaking of Himself."-LUTHF.11. 
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murmurabant uti ver. 41," Bengel) upon the question: "How 
can this man give us his flesh (-r~v uapKa, also without the 
av-rov, a gloss in Lachm.) to eat?" Not as if they had migsed 
hearing something (Luthardt: "the futurity implied in the 
expression, ver. 51 "), but they did not understand the enig
matical statement. Instead now of explaining the how of 
their question, Jesus sets before them the absolute necessity of 
their partaking, and in still more extreme terms lays down 
the requirement, which seemed so paradoxical to them ; for 
He nows adds the drinking of His blood, in order thus to bring 
more prominently into view the reference to His death, and its 
life-giving power to be experienced by believing appropriation. 
- -rov v lov -r. av0 p.J This prophetic and Messianic self-de
signation (i. 52, iii. 13, 14), which could now less easily escape 
the notice of His hearers than in ver. 2 7, serves as a still more 
solemn expression in place of µov, without, however, affecting 
the meaning of the eating and drinking. - ov" ifxe-re t;w~v 
ev lav-r.J "ye ha'rJe not life in yoitrselve.~," "life is foreign to 
and remote from your own inner nature," -death is the power 
that ye have in you, spiritual and eternal death ; life must 
first, by that eating and drinking, be inwardly united with 
your own selves. In that appropriation of the flesh and blood 
of Jesus, this life flows forth from His life (vv. 56, 57, v. 26); 
and it is attached to faith only, not to the use of any outward 
element (comp. Harless, p. 124). 

Vv. 54, 55. He now more folly explains Himself, onwards 
to ver. 5 8, with regard to the saving efficacy of this spiritnnl 
eating and drinking: "He who eatcth my flesh," etc. - o -rpw
rywv] Previously the word was c/>ar-t1JTE, but there is in the 
change no special intention as if to use a stronger term (to 
chew, to crunch), as the repetition of .,rtvwv shows. Comp. 
Dern. 402. 21: -rpwryetv Kal 7r{vetv. Plut. JJ:lor. p. 613 B; 
Polyb. xxxii. 9. 9. Comp. also :i..iii. 18; Matt. xxiv. 38. -
t;w~v alwv.J Fuller definition of the general t;w~ which pre
cedes ; it signifies the eternal JJ:lessianic life, but the develop
ment of this in time as spiritual life is included in the thought; 
therefore lxei (iii. 15), and the result of the possession of this 
life: avau-r1uw, K.T./\., Comp. ver. 40. - Ver. 55. Proof of 
the assertion exei ... ~µtpq, ; for if the flesh of Jesus were 
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not tru,e food (something which i,i vc1·y deed lias nom·isliing 
power), etc., the effect n:uned in ver. 54 could not ensue. It 
is self-evident that food for the inner man is meant ; but 
a>...1/0~,; (see the critical notes) is not the same as a>...110w~ 
(this would mean genuine food, food that realizes its own ideal). 
It denotes the opposite of that which is merely apparent or 
so called, and therefore expresses the actual fact (1 John ii. 
2 7 ; Acts xii. 9), which the Jews could not understand, since 
they asked 7fW<; ouvaTa£, K,T.A., ver. 5 2. 

Vv. 5 61 5 7. A statement parallel with what precedes, 
concerning him "who eats," etc., and explaining how that 
comes to pass which is said of him in ver. 54. - ev lµ,o~ 
µEVE£ Karyw €V avT~] an expression distinctively Johannean 
of abiding, inner, and mutual fellowship (xv. 4 ff., xvii. 23; 
1 John iii 24, iv. 16), by virtue of which we live and move 
continually in Christ, and Christ works and rules in our minds, 
so that thus Christ's life is the centre and circumference, i.e. 
the all-determining power of our life. - Ver. 5 7. Consequence 
of this spiritual union: life, i.e. true imperishable life, as pro
ceeding from the Father to the Son, so from the Son to 
believers. Observe (1) that the consequent clause does not 
begin with ,caryw (Chrysostom and his followers); but, as ver. 
5 6 requires, with "· o Tpwry. µE, so also he that eateth me; (2) 
that in the antecedent clause the emphasis is on twv and sw 
(therefore a7rJuTE£Ae does not introduce any strange or un
natural thought, as Ri.ickert supposes), while in the consequent 
it is upon the subject, which accordingly is made prominent 
by ,ca,ce'ivoc;, he also. - o twv 7rad p] the living Father 
(comp. ver. 26), the Living One absolutely, in whose nature 
there is no element of death, but all is life. - ,caryw s ro 
o,a T. 7raT.] and I-by virtue of my community of essence 
with the Father-am alive because of the Father. oi&. with 
the accus. does not denote the cause (Castalio, Beza, De 
,vette, Gess, Ri.ickert, and several), per patrem; nor for the 
Father (Paulus, Lange); but, according to the context, the 
reason: because of the Father, i.e. because my Father is the 
Living One. See on xv. 3; Plat. Conv. p. 203 E: ava/3,w
u,ceTai O£(l, T~V TOU 7raTpo<; ip6uw; and see Niigelsbach, Ilias, 
p. 39 ff. ed. 3. - o Tpw1wv µ,e] This sufficed to denote the 
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rolation, and is in keeping with the transition to ver. 5 8 ; 
whereas, if the discourse referred to the Lord's Supper, the 
eating and drinking of the flesh and blood should again have 
been mentioned, as in vv. 53-56. Note also that o Tpc0r,w µ,e 
expresses a permanent, continuous relation, not one taking 
place from time to time, as in the Lord's Supper. - s~uei] in 
contrast with spiritual and eternal death. - ot' eµE] on account 
of me, because he thus takes up my life into himself. 

Vv. 58, 59. A concluding summary, repeating the figure 
from which the whole discourse arose, ver. 32. - oihoc,J of 
this nature, as explained in vv. 3 2-5 7. Comp. ver. 5 0 ; not: 
"this, which gives life to him who partakes of it" (Liicke); 
nor: "this, i.e. my flesh and blood" (De Wette); what follows 
requires in ovToc, the idea of modality. - ov ,ca0wc,, 1'.7'.:.\.J 

It is the bread that came down from heaven, but not in the 
same way and manner that the fathers did eat heavenly bread. 
It is quite different in the case of this bread. - Ver. 5 9 is 
simply an historical observation, without any further signifi
cance (Chrysostom: in order to impress us with the great 
guilt of the people of Capernaum). That Tav'Ta means simply 
the discourse from ver. 41 onwards, and that what precedes 
down to ver. 40 was not spoken in the synagogue, but else
where, upon the first meeting with the people, vv. 24, 25 
(Ewald), would need to have been more distinctly indicated. 
Taking John's words as they stand, ev uv11a'Yr,)'yfi, etc., is a 
more definite (according to Schenkel, indeed, mistaken) sup
plementary explanation of the vague w€pav T. 0a:.\auu77c, of 
ver. 25. - ev u11va'Yro'Yfi, without the .Art., as in xviii 20: 
in synago,que; then follows the still more detailed designation 
of the locality, " teaching in Capernaum." 

Ver. 60. Ilo:.\Xo~ ovv] Many therefore, for in Capernaum 
He had many adherents (µa077Tat is here used in the wider 
sense, not of. the apostles ; see ver. 6 7). - u "X77 p 6 c,] hard, 
harsh, the opposite of µa"ll.a,coc, (Plat. Legg. x. p. 8 9 2 B ; Prot. 
p. 331 D) ;-in a moral sense, Matt. xxv. 24; Ecclus. iii. 24; 
3 Esdr. ii. 27; Soph. Ocd. R. 36, Af. 1340; Plat. Locr. p. 
10 4 C, and often ;-of speeches, comp. Soph. Oed. C. 7 7 8 : 
u,cX77pa. µaX0a,cwc, Xl'Yrov; Gen. xlii. 7, xxi. 11, Aq.; Prov. xv. 1. 
It here denotes what causes offence (a,cavoaxl,e,, ver. 61), does not 
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comply with preconceived views, but is directly antagonistifJ, 
the relation in which the assurances and demands of Jesus 
from ver. 51 stood to the wishes and hopes of His disci ples.1 

He had, indeed, from ver. 51 onwards, required that they 
should eat His flesh (which was to be slain), and drink 
His blood (which was to be shed), in -order to have life. 
By this-whether they rightly understood it or not--they 
felt sorely perplexed and wounded. The bloody death, which 
was certainly the condition of the eating and drinking, was 
an offence to them, just as in that lay the lasting offence 
of the Jews afterwards, xii. 34; 1 Cor. i. 23; Gal. v. 11; 
comp. also Matt. xvi. 21 ff. The explanation " difficult to 
be itndcrstood" (Chrysostom, Euthymius Zigabenus, Grotius, 
Olshausen) lies neither in the word nor in the context, for 
TL<; ovvaTa£, IC.T.)... affirms: "it is a thing not to be borne, 
to listen to the discourse," such insuperable offence does it 
excite. Tholuck, following early writers, :finds the offence 
to be that Jesus seemed ar1·ogant in making life dependent 
upon participation in His flesh and blood. But it was not the 
arrogant, it was the lowly and suffering, Messiah that was a 
U/Cavoa)..ov to the Jew. .As little did the offence consist in 
the requirement that Christ " would be all, and they were to be 
nothing" (Hengstenberg), which, indeed, is only an abstract 
inference subsequently drawn from His discourse. 

Vv. 61, 62. 'Ev fovTp] In Himself, without communica
tion; auToµ,aTo<;, Nonnus. -,yo,y,yvt.J as in ver. 41. -7rEpt 

TovTov] concerning this harshness of His discourse. -TovTo 

vµ,. u,cavo.] Question of astonishment: this, namely, which you 
have found so hard in my discourse (Jesus knew what it was), 
does this offend you? .Are you so mistaken in your opinion 
and feelings towards me? Comp. ver. 66. - e<iv ovv 0E(J)

P7JTE, IC.T.)...] .Aposiopesis, which, especially "in tarn infausta 
re" (Dissen, ad JJem. de cor. p. 362), takes the place of the 
impassioned statement. See on Luke xix. 41; .Acts xxiii. 

• Not as if they had understood the eating and drinking of the flesh and blood 
in u. literal and material sense (hence the expression " manducatio Capernai
tica "), and so nonsensical an affirmation had provoked them (Augustine, Grotins, 
Liicke, Keim, and many others). The 8peakers are ,,.,.1n.-r1,/; but not even thu 
',,.~,,; .. , ver. 52, so grossly misunderstood J esua. 
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9; Rom. ix. 22. The completion of it must be derived solely 
from the context, and therefore is not Tt epe'iTe or the like 
(Nonnus, Euthymius Zigabenus, Kuinoel, and many); but 
TOVTO vµas OU 7rOAA<f' µa"A."A.ov u,cavoa"A.{uei ( comp. Winer, p. 5 5 8 
[E.T. p. 750]; Fritzscbe, Conject. pp. 22, 31): "Will not this 
impending sight serve to offend you still more?" By ava/3a{vetv 
o7rov ~v To 7rpaupov ,Jesus indicates His death; and, indeed, 
as He-in whom Daniel's prophecy of the Son of man was to 
be fulfilled (comp. xii. 23; Matt. xxvi. 24)-contemplated it 
in the consciousness of His heavenly origin and descent (iii. 
13), of which He had already spoken in ver. 58. His death, 
therefore, so far as it would be to Him, by means of the re
surrection and ascension therewith connected, a return to the 
ooga which He had before His incarnation. Comp. xvii. 5, 
and the irl[rCJJ0fJva£ e,c TTJ~ 'YTJ~, xii. 3 2. To the spectators, who 
only saw the humiliating and shameful outward spectacle of 
His death, it served only to give the deepest offence. The 
concluding argument a minori ad majus which lies in ovv, is 
like that in iii. 12. The interpretation of the ancient Church, 
which referred the words to the corporeal ascension in and by 
itself (so also Olshausen, Lindner, Maier, Ebrard, Kahn.is, p. 
12 0, Hilgenfeld, Hofmann, Hengsten berg, Baeumlein, God et, 
Harless), would require us of logical necessity to supply, not 
the supposed increase of offence (Baeumlein), but a question 
expressing doubt or denial : " would ye still take offence then ? " 
Comp. viii. 2 8. But this import of the aposiopesis, which 
even Ewald and Bruckner adopt, though not explaining the 
words merely of the ascension, has the ovv itself decidedly 
against it, instead of which a"A."A.a would be logically required; 
and the reference to the ascension as such, as an event by itself, 
is totally without analogy in the discourses of Jesus, and 
quite un-J ohannean.1 So also the 0""'PTJT€, in particular, is 
against this view ; for, with the Present participle ava/3alvovTa, 
it would describe the ascension eX'J)ressly as a visible event (in 

1 Appeal is made, but unreasonably, not only to iii. 13, but likewise to xx. 17 
(see especially Hofmann, Schi-i(tbew. II. 1, 517, and Godet). Jesus there is 
speaking after His death, when that blessed end was still future, in reference 
to which before His death he was wont to describe that event as a departure an,l 
an ascension to the Father. There, accordingly, He could uot avoid meutioui.ng 
the asceusion alone, 
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answer to Luthardt's observations, who explains it of tho 
ascension, but with Tholuck regards its visibility as a matter 
of indifference, so far as the present passage is concerned) 
though its visible occurrence is attested by no apostle, while 
in the non-apostolic accounts (Mark xvi. 19 ; Luke xxiv. 51 ; 
Acts i 9) only the disciples in the narrower sense, the twelve, 
who are just those not meant by the "ye" in our text, are 
represented as the eye-witnesses. On the other hand, the 
opinion that there lies in Oewp. only the possibility of those 
present being eye-witnesses (Kahnis, Hofmann) 1 is nothing 
more than a subtle evasion, unsupported by the M.v (comp. 
xii 32, xiv. 3, xvi. 7), and no better than Hengstenberg's 
assertion (comp. Tholuck): "those who were present at the 
ascension were the representati'Ces of the collective body of the 
disciples." Parallel with ava/3alveiv is the designation of the 
death of Jesus as a going to God, vii. 33, xiii. 3, xiv. 12, 28, 
xvi 5, 28, xvii 11, 13. That He here describes His death 
not according to its low and painful phase, but according to 
the essence of its triumphant consummation as present to His 
own consciousness, is therefore quite J ohannean; comp. also 
xvii. 5, xii 23. The reference to the gift of the Spirit, the 
exaltation being intended as the medium of effecting this 
(Lange), is remote from the context, and is not indicated by 
any word in the sentence, for nothing is spoken of but the 
se,eing with the eyes the future departure. - Upon To 7rpoTepov, 
see on Gal iv. 13. It refers to the period preceding His pre
sent form of being, when as to the divine part of His nature, i.e. 
as the Logos, He was in heaven ;2 comp. xvii. 5, 24, viii 58. 

1 " For they would certainly see Him die, but they would see Him ascend 
only if they remained Hi~ disciples," Hofmann. The former is as incorrect as 
the latter. For Jesus is speaking to His Galilean disciples, and, indeed, to His 
disciples in the wider sense (ver. 6i), of whom therefore we cannot say that they 
would certainly be present at His death in Jerusalem; while the witnesses of 
the ascension were not those who remained faithful to Him generally, but the 
apost/,ea, .According to Harless, Christ means to say that they must not think 
of His flesh and blood in His state of humiliation, but of both in His state of 
glory. But flesh and blood 18 the contradictory of ),~a:. The glorified body of 
Christ in the form of fleah and blood is inconcewable (1 Cor. xv. 49, 50). 

2 The meaning is not that "we immediately substitute another subjece" (Bey• 
achlag, Ohristol. p. 29); but, in harmony with the witness of Jesus regarding 
liimself elsewhere in John, we have given us a more definite mention of the state 
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Vv. 6 3, 64. Instead of appending to the foregoing protasis 
its mournful apodo.~is (see on ver. 6 2), Jesus at once discovers 
to His disciples with lively emotion (hence also the asyndc
ton) the grmindlessness of the offence that was taken. It is not 
His bodily form, the approaching surrender of which for 
spiritual food (ver. 51) was so offensive 1 to them, but His 
spirit that gives life ; His corporeal nature was of no nse towards 
{wo1rot€tv. But it was just His bodily nature to which they 
ascribed all the value, and on which they built all their hope, 
instead of His life-giving Divine Spirit, i.e. the Holy Spirit 
given Him in all fulness by the Father (iii. 34), who works in 
believers the birth from above (iii. 6), and with it eternal life 
( comp. Rom. viii. 2 ; 2 Cor. iii. G ). Hence His death, through 
which His u&pg as such would disappear, was to them so 
offensive a u,cavoa)l.ov. Observe further, that He does not say 
TO 'TT'V€uµa µ,ov and T/ uapg µov, but expresses the above 
thought in a general statement, the personal application of 
which is to be to Himself. Comp. Hofmann, II. 2, p. 252. 
Note once again that T/ uapg OUK wcf,€A€t ovoev does not con
tradict what was previously said of the life-giving participation 
in the flesh of Jesus; for this can take place only by the 
appropriating of the spirit of Christ by means of faith, and 
apart from this it cannot take place at all Rom. viii. 2, 6, 
9, 11; 1 Cor. vi. 17. Comp. 1 John iii. 24. The flesh, 
therefore, which "profiteth nothing," is the flesh without the 
Spirit; the Spirit which "quickeneth" is the Spirit whose 

wherein the Son of man had His pre-existence in heaven. That He had this a9 

the Son of man, as Beyschlag, p. 85, explains (understanding it of the eternal 
divine image, whose temporal realization ,Tesus, by an intuition given Him on 
earth, knew Himself to be), the text does not say ; it says: "the Son of man, 
i.e. the Messiah, will ascend up where He was before." There can be no doubt, 
if we will follow John, in what form of existence He previously was in heaven. 
Neither is there any doubt if we ask Paul, who speaks of the pre-existence of 
Jesus i, ,,.,ptp; O,,;;, See on Phil. ii. 6 ; comp. 2 Cor. viii. 8, 9. He <loes not them 
mean that He pre-existed as Jesus, but as the u!J, .,., O..'ii. For the rest, comp. 
Yer. 46, viii. 58, xvii. 5, i. 18. If 1t be true, as Keim says (Gescliichtl. Chr. 
p. 102, ed. 3), that "not one particle of the self-consciousness of Jesus reaches 
back beyond His temporal existence," the fundamental Christological view not 
only of the fourth Gospel, but of Paul also, is based upon B great illusion. As to 
the Synoptics, see on Matt. xi. 27, viii. 20. 

1 Godet, according to his rendering of ver. 62 : " which you will see to vanish 
~t my ascension." 
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d wclli'ng-place is the flesh, i.e. the corporeal manifestation or 
Christ, the corporeity which must be offered up in His 
atoning death (ver. 51 ), in order that believers might experi
ence the full power of the quickening Spirit (vii. 39). When 
Harless, following Luther, understands by the flesh which 
profiteth nothing, the u&p, of Christ in His hurniliation, and 
by the quickening Spirit, "the spirit which perfectly controls the 
Jlcsh of the glo1·ified Son of 1nan," he imports the essential point 
in his interpretation, and this, too, in opposition to the N. T., 
according to which the conception of u&p, is quite alien to 
the uwµa T~,; U1,1Ji; of the Lord, Phil. iii. 21 ; see 1 Cor. xv. 
44-5 0 ; so that the uwµa wvwµ,awc6v cannot possibly be 
regarded as flesh pervaded by spirit (comp. 2 Cor. iii 18). 
In no form is u&pE ever ascribed to the exalted Lord. The 
antithesis here is not between carnal flesh and glorified flesh, 
but simply between flesh and spirit. .According to others, To 

Trvruµ,a is the human soul, which makes the body to have life 
(Beza, Fritzsche in his Nov. Opusc. p. 239). Bnt t(L)o,rotovv 

must, according to the import of the preceding discourse, 
be taken in a Messianic sense. Others say : TO wvEvµ,a is 
the spiritual participation, ;, uap, the material (Tertullian, 
Augustine, Rupertius, Calvin, Grotius, and most others; also 
Olshausen, comp. Kling and Richter); but thus again the 
peculiar element in the exposition, viz. the partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, is foisted in.1 Others, interpolatin~ in like 
manner, interpret To TrVEvµ,a as the spiritual, and ;, uup, as the 
unspiritual, sensuous understanding (Chrysostom, Theophylact, 
:Euthymius Zigabenus, Mosheim, Lampe, Klee, Ammon, etc.2) ; 
comp. Tholuck. Others differently still.3 "Quantopere sit 

1 Kah.ni.s (Abendm. p. 122) has explained the passage in this sense seemingly 
in a manner most in keeping with the words : " What imparts the power of 
everlasting life to them who feeu upon my flesh, is not the flesh aa such, but the 
spirit which pervades it." According to this view, the glorified flesh of Christ, 
which is eaten in the Supper, would be described as the vehicle of the Holy 
Spirit, and the latter, not the flesh itself, as that which gives life. Comp. also 
Luthardt. But it is self-evident that the thought of glorified flesh has to be 
imported from without. 

i So also Luther: "Ye must indeed have the Spirit likewise, or obtain n. 
spiritual understanding, because it is too high and inconceivable for the flesh." 
See the striking remarks of Calovius against this interpretation. 

1 Wieseler, on Gal. p. 446, takes tTa.f~ in the sense of original sin ; sinful 
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hie Joens variis expositionibus exagitatus, vix eredibile est," 
Beza. - Ta p~µa-ra ~ e-yw, IC,'T,A,] This does not mean that 
we are to hold to His words instead of to His corporeal flesh 
(Ri.ickert, Keim), His words which remain as a compensation 
to us after His death (Li.icke, De Wette, B. Crusius). It 
stands (seeing that uap, has already its full antithesis in what 
precedes) in close connection with the following aXX' Ewtv e, 
vµwv TtvEc; o, ou m<T-r., and therefore a comma only is to be 
placed after sw~ e<T-rtv. " The words which I have spolcen unto 
you" (meaning the discourse in the synagogue just ended 1), 
" so far from containing any real ground for CT/CavoaXav, are 
rather spirit and life, i.e. containing and revealing the divine 
spirit in me, and the Messianic life brought about by me ; 
but the real guilt of the offence lies with you, for among yoit 
are rnany who believe not." He, namely, who does not believe 
in Him as the true Messiah, who secures by His death the 
life of the world, but expects Messianic salvation by His 
corporeal manifestation alone, which is not to die, but to 
triumph and reign-to him who is such a µa07J-r~c; of Jesus 
the discourse concerning feeding upon His flesh and blood 
can only be a stumbling-block and an offence. And of such 
Ttv€<; there were 7rOAMl, ver. 60. - €,YW and e, vµ,wv stand 
in emphatic antithesis. -'TT'vEvµa €CTH ,cat sw17 eo--riv] The 
two predicates are thus impressively kept apart, and the desig
nation by the sitbstantive is fuller and more exhaustive (comp. 
iii 6 ; Rom. viii. 10) than would be that by the adjective 
(7rvwµan,ca ,ca, SW7Jpa, Euthymius Zigabenus). -fi0E£ ,yap, 
tc.T.A,] an explanation added by John himself of the preced
ing words, aXX' Elulv, ,c,-r.X., which imply a further know
ledge; comp. ii. 24, 25.-o~ ou 7r£<TTEvouuiv] result of 
their wavering; for they are µa07J-rat, who, from an imperfect 
and inconstant faith, have at last come to surrender faith 

human natme can do nothing for man's salvation; the Spirit of God produces this. 
But utipf, must take its stricter definition from the foregoing discourse, and if it 
were intended as in iii. 6, •"" .,~,,._,, au~l, would be far too little to say of it. This 
also tells against the similar interpretation of H engstenberg : " The ,,,.,.-,;I'"' is 
the Spirit represented through Christ, and incarnate in Him, and the utip; 
humanity destitute of the Spirit." 

1 The usual but arbitrarily general rendering brougl1t with it the reading ,._,,,._;;;, 
Tholuck and Ebrard have the right reference. Comp. ,rp~,.,., ver. 65. 

u 
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altogether. They had been "R'p~a-,caipoi (Matt.. xiii. 21 i 
Here we have ou with the relative, then µ~ with the par
ticiple accompanied by the article (iii. 18), both quite regular. 
- eg apx'IJ,] neither" from the .first beginning" (Theophylact, 
Rupertius); nor "before this disccnwse, and not for the first time 
after the murmuring" (Chrysostom, Maldonatus, Jansenius, 
Bengel, etc.) ; nor even "f1·om the beginning of tlie acquaint
ance then existing" (Grotius, De 1,N ette, B. Crusius, Maier, 
Hengstenberg, etc. ; comp. Tholuck, "from the very time of 
their call"); but, as the context shows (see especially ,cal Ti,; 
ea-nv, K,T.>...), from the beginning, when He began to gathe1· dis
ciples arou,nd Him (comp. i 43, 48, ii. 24), consequently 
from the commencement of His Messianic ministry. Comp. 
xvi 4, xv. 27. From His first coming forth in public, and 
onwards, He knew which of those who attached themselves to 
Him as µ,a0'T}Tat did not believe, and in particular who should 
be His future betrayer. On this last point, see the note 
following ver. 70. Were we, with Lange and Weiss, to render: 
"from tlie beginning of their unbelief," this would apply only 
to disciples in constant intercourse with Him, whom He 
always could observe with heart-searching eye,-a limitation, 
however, not justified by the text, which rather by the very 
example of Judas, as the sole unbeliever in the immediate 
circle of His disciples, indicates a range beyond that inner 
circle. 

Ver. 65. See on vv. 37, 44. -o,a ToiiTo] because many 
of you believe not, and therefore, though there is in them the 
outward appearance of discipleship, they lack the inwal'd divine 
preparation. - EiC Toii 7raTp. µ.] from my Father. See Bern
hardy, p. 227 f; comp. Plat. Lys. p. 104 B: TOVTO oe µoi 
7r<,:,r; €IC 0eov oeooTa£, Soph. Philoct. 1301 : Tt:tr; µ~v €IC 0ewv 
TU)Ca, oo0da-ar;. Xen. Anab. i 1. 6 ; Hellen. iii. 1. 6. 

Vv. 66, 67. 'E1C TovTov] not: "from this timeforwarcls" 
(so usually even Liicke, De W ette, Hengstenberg), for a going 
away by deg1·e,es is not described; but (so Nonnus, Luthardt): 
on this account, because of these words of Jesus, ver. 61 ff., 
which so thoroughly undeceived them as regarded their earthly 
Messianic hopes. So also xix. 12 ; Xen. Anab. ii. 6. 4, iii. 
3. 5, vii. 6. 13. Comp. Jf oi, q_uapropter, and see generally, 
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concerning the e,c of cause or occasion, Matthiae, JI. 13 3 4 ; 
:Ellendt, Lex. Soph. i. 5 51, who justly remarks : " His etiam 
subest fontis, unde aliquid exoriatur, notio." - eli; Ta a,rtu"'] 
they went away, and went baclc, so that they no longer accom
panied Him, but returned to the place whence they had come 
to Him. Comp. xviii. 6, xx. 14; 1 Mace. ix. 47; Prov. 
xxv. 9 ; Gen. xix. 1 7 ; Luke xvi i. 31 ; Plato, Phaedr. p. 2 5 4 B ; 
J.lfenex. p. 246 B; Poly b. i 51. 8. - Toi:,; owoe,ca] who and 
what they were, John takes for granted as well known. - µ,71 
,cal vµ,ei:i;, ,c.T.A.] but ye too do not wish to go away? Jesus 
knows His twelve too well (comp. xiii. 18) to put the question 
to them otherwise than with the presupposition of a negative 
answer (at the same time He lmew that He must except one). 
But He wishes for their avowal, and therein lay His comfort. 
This rendering of the question with µ,71 is no "pedanterie 
grammaticale" (Gou.et, who wrongly renders "vous ne voulez 
pas?"), but is alone linguistically correct (Baeumlein, Pa1·tilc. 
p. 302 f.). According to Godet, the thought underlying 
the question is, "If you wish, you can," which is a pure 
invention. 

Vv. 68, 69. Pete1·, according to the position, for which the 
foundation is already laid in i. 43, makes the confession, and 
with a resolution how deep and conscious! - a,reXevuo
µe0a] Future, at any time. "Da nobis alterurn :l'e," Augus
tine. - p~µaTa t"'?J<;, K.T.A.] Twofold reason for stedfastness: 
(1) MµaTa ... ~Et<;, and (2) ,cal TJfJ,Eii;, ll.T.A, Thou hast the 
w01·ds of everlasting life ({"'TJV alwviov ,rpogevovvTa, Euthymius 
Zigabenus; more· literally : "whose specific power it is to 
secure eternal life"); an echo ot ver. 63. The MµaTa which 
proceed from the Teacher are represented as belonging to Him, 
a. possession which He has at His disposal. Comp. 1 Cor. xiv. 
26. - ,cal -,jµeis'] and we for our part, as contrasted with 
those who had fallen away. - ,re1rirn. "· e,yvw,c.] "the faith 
and the knowledge to which we have attained, and which we 
possess, i,s that," etc. (Perfect). Conversely, xvii. 8; 1 John 
iv. 16. Practical conviction may precede (Phil. iii. 10) and 
follow (comp. viii. 32) the insight which is the product of 
reason. The former quite corresponds to the immediate and 
overpowering impressions by which the apostles had been won 
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over to Jesus, chap. i. Both, therefore, are conformable with 
experience, and mutually include, and do not exclude, each other. 
- o a1io~ 'TOV 0eov (see the critical notes): He who i.s conse
cmted of God to be the Messiah through the fulness of the 
Spirit and salvation vouchsafed Him. See on x. 36; 1 John 
ii. 20; comp. Mark i 24; Luke iv. 34; Acts iv. 27; Rev. 
iii 7. -The similar confession, Matt. xvi. 16, is so different in 
its occasion, connection, and circumstances, that the assumption 
that our passage is only another version of the synoptical 
account (Weisse and others) is unwarrantable. Who can take 
exception to the repetition of a confession (of which the 
apostles' hearts were so full) upon every occasion which pre
sented itself? Certainly, according to John (see already 
i 42 ff., ii. 19), it is untenable to suppose that in our passage, 
according to the right reading (see the critical notes), we have 
not yet a complete and unhesitating confession of the Messiah 
(Ewald) ; or that the disciples had only now attained a full 
faith in Him (W eizsiicker). We would have to assume in the 
earlier passages of chap. i. a very awkward iJu'Tepov 7rpa'Tepov 

on the part of the evangelist,-a view in which even Boltzmann 
acquiesces (Judenth. u. Ghristentk. p. 376). 

Vv. 70, 71. Not a justification of the question in ver. 67, 
nor any utterance of reflection generally, but an outburst of 
grief at the sad catastrophe which He foresaw (ver. 64), in 
the face of that joyous confession which the fiery l)eter thought 
himself warranted in giving in the name of them all.-The 
question extends only as far as egeAef ; then comes with the 
simple ,cal the mournful contrast which damps the ardour of 
the confessing disciple. Comp. vii 19.-0bserve the arrange
ment of the words, e1w and eg vµwv impressively taking the 
lead: Have not I (even I, and no other) chosen you the twelve 
to myself? .And of you (thi.s one chosen by myself) one is 
devil! not the devil, but of devilish kind and nature. Comp. 
0eo~, i 1. In what an awful contrast the two stand to each 
other! The addition of Tov~ owoe,ca to vµas heightens the 
contrast, laying stress upon the great significance of the elec
tion, which nevertheless was to have in the case of one indi
vidual so contradictory a. result. - oia,8oXo~J not an in
former (Theophylact, De Wette, Baeumlein), not an adversary 
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or betrayer (Kuinoel, Lucke, B. Crusius, and earlier writers), 
but, in keeping with the deep emotion (comp. Matt. xvi. 
23), and the invariable usage of the N. T. in all places 
where oui/3. is a substantive (in John viii 44, xiii. 2 ; 1 
John iii. 8, 10): devil, whereby antagonism to Christ is set 
forth in its strongest manner, because in keeping with its 
demoniacal nature. That John would have written vio<;, 01 

TEKvov oia/36'71.ov (viii. 44; 1 John iii. 10), is an arbitrary 
objection, and does not adequately estimate the strength of 
the emotion, which the expression employed, never forgotten 
by John, fully does.-Ver. 71. l'71.E,YE oe Tov, K.T.X.J He 
spoke of, like ix. 19 ; Mark xiv. 71 ; see Stallb. ad Plat. Rep. 
p. 363 B. A.s to the name 'IuKap.,1 man of Karioth, see on 
Matt. x. 4. Observe the sad and solemn emphasis of the full 
name 'Iovoav I{µwvo<; 'IuKapiwT'TJV, as in xiii. 22. 'IuKaptWT'T]V 
itself is used quite as a name, as forming with 'Iouo. Ilµwvo,; 
one expression. Bengel, therefore, without reason desiderates 
the article TOV before 'IuKap., and prefers on that account 
the reading 'Ju,capiwTov (see the critical notes). - 71µEXXEV, 
"· T. A.] tmditiwus emt, not as if he was already revolving it 
in his mind (see, on the contrary, xiii. 2), but according to 
the idea of the divine destiny (Ellendt, Lex. Soph. II. p. 72). 
Comp. vii 39, xi 51, xii. 4, 33, xviii. 32; Wisd. xviii. 4: 
oi' WV 71µeX>..e . . . Uoou0ai ; Judith X. 12. Kern has erro
neously lowered the expression to the idea of possibility. -
e l,; tJv, "· T. A.] although he, etc. Still wv is critically doubtful 
( omitted by Lachmann), and without it the tragic contrast is 
all the stronger. 

Note 1.-With respect to the psychological difficulty of Jesus 
having chosen and retained Judas as an apostle, we may re
mark: 1. That we cannot get rid of the difficulty by saying that 
Jesus did not make or intend a definite election of disciples 
(Schleiermacher, L. J. p. 370 ff.), for this would be at variance 
with all the Gospels, and in particular with ver. 70. 2. Jesus 
cannot have received Judas into the company of the apostles 
with the foreknowledge that He was choosing His betrayer 
(Hengstenberg; comp. Augustine in Ps. Iv.: electi undecim 
ad opus probationis, electus unus ad opus tentationis) ; this 

1 Not equivalent to c1ij:)I!' 1:11~, man of lies, a.s Heni:stenberg maintains, after 
Prov. xu. 5; the Greek form itself already forbids thi8. 



SlO THE GOSPEL OF JOIIN. 

would be psychologically an<l morally inconceivable. He must 
h:we had confidence that each one of the twelve, when Ho 
selected them according to the variety of their gifts, tempera
ments, characters, etc., would become under His influence 
an effective supporter of His work; and, at any rate, the 
remark in ver. 64 is only a retrospective inference from the 
inconceivableness of so hideous an act in the case of one 
selected by the Lord Himself. The view in question also 
goes too far in this respect, that it attributes the crime not 
to the dangerous disposition of Judas, but to the knowledge 
of Christ from the outset, which would logically lead to the 
outrageous and inadmissible thought of Daub, that He pur
posely chose Judas, in order that he might betray Him. Comp. 
~eander, Li.icke, Kern, Ullmann (Sundlosigk.), Tholuck, De 
"\Vette, Ewald, and many others. 3. Although the bent of 
the man, and his inclination towards an unhallowed develop
ment,-which, however, did not lead to a complete rupture 
until late (xiii. 2),-must have been known to Christ, the 
reader of all hearts, yet it may have been accompanied with 
the hope, that this tendency might be overcome by the pre
sence of some other apostolic qualification possessed by 
Judas, perhaps a very special gift for external administra
tion (xii. 6, xiii 28). 4. As it became gradually evident 
that this hope was to be disappointed when the care of the 
money affairs became a special temptation to the unhappy 
man, it was the consciousness of the divine destiny herein 
manifesting itself (vv. 70, 71 ; Acts iv. 28) which prevented 
J esns from dismissing Judas, and so disturbing the further 
progress of the divine purpose; while on the part of the Lord, 
we must, in conformity with His calling, suppose a continual 
moral influence bearing upon Judas, though this to the last 
remained without effect, and turned out to his condemnation,
a tragic destiny truly, whose details, besides, in the want of 
sufficient historical information concerning him before the com
mission of his bloody deed, are too far removed from the reach 
of critical judgment to enable them to lend any support to the 
difficulties arising therefrom as to the genuineness of vv. 70, 
71 (Weisse, Strauss, B. Bauer), or to warrant the assumption of 
any modification of the statement, which John, in accordance 
with his later view, might have given to it (Lucke, Ullmann, 
and others). 

Note 2.-The aim of Jesus in the discourse vv. 26 ff. was to 
set before the people, who came to Him under the influence of 
a carnal belief in His miracles, the duty of seeking a true and 
saving faith instead, which would secure a deep living recep-
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tion of and fellowship with Christ's personal life, and that with 
a decision which, with an ever-advancing fulness, lays open 
this true work of faith in the appropriation of Himself to the 
innermost depth and the highest point of its contents and 
necessity. Baur's opinion, that the discourse sets forth the 
critical process of the self-dissolution of a merely apparent faith, 
so that the latter must acknowledge itself as unbelief, has no 
such confession in the text to support it, especially as the Zx),o; 
and the 'Iouoaio, are not identical. See, besides, Bruckner, p. 
143 ff. Regarding the difficulty of understanding this discourse, 
which even Strauss urges, it may partly be attributed to the 
J ohannean idiosyncrasy in reproducing and elaborating his 
abundant recollections of the words of Jesus. The difficulty, 
however, is partly exaggerated (see Hauff in the Stud. u. Krit. 
1846, p. 595 ff.); and partly it is overlooked that Jesus, in all 
references to His death and its design, had to reckon on the 
light which the future would impart to these utterances, and 
sowing, as He generally did, for the future in the bosom of the 
present, He was obliged to give expression to much that was 
mysterious, but which would furnish material for, and support 
to, the further development and purification of faith and know
ledge. The wisdom thus displayed in His teaching is justified 
by the hutory. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Ver. 1. µ,E-:-a raii,a.] B. C. D. G. K. L. X. ~ Cursiv,s, Verss. 
Cyr. Chrys. have these words before '7.Epmr. So ::i..:twlz, Lachm. 
Tisch. Considering the preponderance of testimonies, this 
arrangement is to be preferred. Were it an altfiration in imita
tion of iii. 22, v. 1, vi. 1, the xa.l deleted by Tisch. would be 
omitted to a greater extent, but it is wanting only in C.** D. tc. 
and a few Cursives and Versions.-Ver. 8. The first .,.a.-:i.,.7Jv is 
,ranting in B. D. KL. T. X. ~-** Cursives, Verss. Cyr. Chrys. 
Tiejected by Schulz and Rinck, deleted by Lachm. and Tisch.; 
a mechanical addition, in imitation of what follows. - o u x J Elz. 
Lachm. read ou,;;1&1, according to the preponderance of Codd. 
indeed (only D. K. M. ~- and three Cursives have oux), but 
against the preponderance of Versions (even Vulg. It.), most of 
which have oux. Of the Fathers, Epiph. Cyr. Chrys. Augustine, 
Jerome have o:,x. Porphyry, in Jerome, c. Pelag. ii. 1 7, already 
found o:,x., and inferred from it the accusation of vacillation. 
Just on account of this objection, ou1r1&1 was introduced. - Ver. 
9. a.uni;] Tisch. a.u-:-6~, following D.* K. L. T. X. ~- Cursives, 
Cyr. Augustine, and several Versions. Testimony preponderates 
in favour of the Received Text, and this all the more, that aii.,.6, 
might have been easily written on the margin as a gloss from 
ver. 10.-Ver. 12. After /J."A"A.o,, Elz. Lachm. have oe, which has 
many important witnesses against it, and is an interpolation.
Ver. 15. Instead of xa.J IBa.u:1,a.~. we must, with Lachm. and 
Tisch., read iBa.~µ,. o~v, and still more decisively is o~v confirmed 
after a1r,x.p., ver. 16 (which Elz. has not).-Ver. 26. After i11m 
Elz. has again ai.7J~~,, against decisive testimony. An inter
polation (which displaced the first d"A.7JB. in some witnesses); 
comp. iv. 42, vi. 14, vii. 40.-Ver. 31. The arrangement ix 
.,.oi, Z,::i.ou c% ,;ro"A."Aoi h. is, with Lachm., to be preferred. Tisch., 
following D. tot., has '71'o">.i .. oe frr. ix-:-. o. - or,] wanting indeed in 
B. D. L. T. U. X. tt Cursives, Verss. Cyr., and deleted by Lachm. 
and Tisch. But it was greatly exposed to the danger of being 
overlooked between ON and o, as well as because it was un
necessary.-For 11,nr1 we must, with Lachm. Tisch., following 
decisive testimonies, read µ,n. Jn like manner, .,.o~'l"1&1v after d7J/l,. 

is, with Lachm. Tisch., to be deleted. An addition to explain 
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the genitive 6Jv. For e<1roi·111.v, ,;.oti7'(Tisch.) is too weakly attested. 
-- Ver. 33. After oiv Elz. has au'l'oi., against decisive testimony. 
- Ver. 39. <1r111.-e6ovn,] Lachm. <1r111Te611av.-e,, upon too weak anJ 
(in part) doubtful authority.-After •1rveoµ.a Elz. Scholz have 
ay,ov, Lachm. oeooµ.evov (B. and a few Verss. and Fathers). Both 
additions are glosses ; instead of oeooµ.. there occur also ooOh or 
accepturn, or i'II'' a.u'l'o6, or i<i? au'l'oi..-Ver. 40. <r.oi.i,..oJ oiv ix .,._ 
ii,cAou] Lachm. Tisch.: fa 'l'oii Z,cAou o'uv, following B. D. L. T. 
X. tt. Verss. Origen. Rightly; the Received reading is an inter
pretation. - d v i,..6yov] Lachm. Tisch.: 'l'wv i,..6yr,Jv .,-ov.-r,Jv, accord
ing to preponderating witnesses. The genitive and plural 
were certainly more strange to the transcribers. - Ver. 41. 
ai,..i,..o, oe] Lachm. oi oe, following B. L. T. X. Cursives, Verss. 
Ori gen, Cyril; Tisch. also, following weighty witnesses ( even 
D. E. N.): &no,. The original reading is oi a&, instead of which 
ai,..i,o, was mechanically repeated from what precedes, sometimes 
with, sometimes without oi. - Ver. 46. oU.,.f,J; iAc.i.A. &vOp. w; 
o1i.,.o, ,i rlvOp.] Lachm. has merely: EAaA. ou.-r,J, rlvOp., following 
B. L. T. two Cursives, Copt. Origen, Cyr. Chrys. Aug. But how 
superfluous would have been the addition, and bow easily might 
their omission have occurred in looking from the first &v0p. at once 
to the second! The order, however, iAc.i.A. ou.-r,J, (Tisch.), is attested 
by preponderating evidence. - Ver. 49. e,;.,xa.,.c.i.paoro,] Lachm. 
Tisch.: e,irapa'l'OI, after B. T. N. 1, 33, Or. Cyr. Chrys. Rightly; 
the Received text is from the familiar passage, Gal. iii. I 0, 13. 
- Ver. 50. o ei,..O. vuxd, 'lrpo, au.,..] Lachm.: o iAO. ;r. a. ,,.-pfrepov 
(after B. L. T. tt. al.). Nux.-o, is certainly an explanatory addi
tion (comp. xix. 39), which also has various positions in the 
Codd. ; but ,;rp6.-epov is so decisively attested, and so necessary, 
that Lachmann's reading is to be regarded as the original one, 
although the whole o iAO . ... aii.,.6v is not to be deleted, as Tisch. 
(so N.*) thinks. - Ver. 52. iy~ 1 epora,] Lachm. Tisch.: i1eipnw, 
following B. D. K. S. (in the margin) T. r. ~- ~- Cursives, Vulg. 
It. Syr. Goth. Aeth. Or. An early emendation of the historical 
error. Copt. Sahid. have the Future.-Ver. 53, see on viii. 1. 

Vv. 1, 2.1 M €Ta Ta VT a] after these transactions, chap. vi. 
- ov ,yap 110eXev lv T. 'I ovo. ?Tepi?T.J whither He would 
already have gone for the approaching Passover (vi. 4), had 
He not had been influenced by this consideration ( comp. v. 

t As to Baur's nssaults on the historical ehnracter of the routents of chap. vii., 
see Hauff in the Stud. tt. Kril. 1849, p. 124 ff. According to Baur, the object 
of chap. vii. is to show how the reasoning on which unbelief ventures to enter 
only becomes its own logical refutation. 
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1 G, 1 S). We must not assume from this, as B. Crusius does, 
that John regarded J udaea as the proper seat of the ministry 
of J esns ; nor, with Schweizer, make use of the passage to 
impugn the genuineness of vi. 1-26 ; nor say, with Bri.ickner, 
that John here again takes up the theme of the hostility of 
the Jews, because this had not been dropped in what precedes 
(vi. 11, 52), where so late as in vv. GO, 61 even, a divi:,.ion 
among the disciples is mentioned, and does not immediately 
become prominent in what follows. - To this sojourn in Galilee, 
to describe which was beyond the plan of John's Gospel, most 
of the narrative in Matt. xiv. 34-xviii. belongs. It lasted 
from. a little before the Passover (vi. 4), which Jesus did not 
attend in Jerusalem., onwards to the next feast of Tabernacles 
(ver. 2); hence also the lmperfects. - ie] leading on to what, 
nevertheless, afterwards induced Him to go to Jerusalem. -
~ <TK'T/VO'lT1J'Yta] ni:!llp;:t )lj, beginning on the 15th Tisri (in 
October), and observ~d with special sacredness and rejoicing. 
Lev. xxiii. 3:3; Josephus, A.ntt. iii. 10. 4, al.; Plutarch, Symp. 
iv. G. 2; Ewald, Alterth. p. 481 f.; Keil, Archaeol. I. § 85. 

Ver. 3. The brothers (ii. 12 ; their names are given, Matt. 
xiii. 55, Mark vi 3) were still unbelievers (ver. 5), because 
biassed by the prevailing Messianic views ; 1 yet, allowing to 
themselves, because of the miracles, the possibility of His 
being the Messiah, they are anxious-partly, perhaps, for the 
sake of their own family-for the decision of the matter, 
which they thought might most appropriately take place at 
the great joyous feast of the nation, and which certainly must 
occur, if at all, in Jerusalem, the seat of the theocracy. A 
malicious and treacherous intention (t'va avatpE0fi ,rapa Twv 

t'T/TovVTwv a?ToKTeivat avTov, Euthymius Zigabenus, also Luther) 
is imputed to them without any foundation. They are of cold 
Jewish natures, and the higher nature belonging to their 
Brother is as yet hidden from them. The light of faith seems 

1 Hengstenberg is not deterred even by this passage from recognising in these 
brothers of Jesus His co1U1i11J1 (the sons, he thinks, of Cleopas and Mary; but see 
on xix. 25), an<l from maintaining, with all the arbitrarinesR and violence of exege
tical impossibilities, that three of them, James, Simon, and Judas, were apostles, 
in spite of vv. 3, 5, 7 (comp. xv. 19). Against every attempt to explain away 
the literal brothers and sisters of Jesus, see on Mutt. i. 25, xii. 46 ; 1 Cor. ix. 6 i 
11.lso Laurenti us, 11'. T. /::itud. p. 163 il.; comp. Press~nse, Jesus Ohr. p. 287. 
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not to have dawned upon them until after His resurrection, 
and by means of that event (1 Cor. xv. 7; Acts i. 14). This 
long-continued unbelief of His own earthly brothers (comp. 
Mark iii 21) is important in estimating the genuineness of 
the accounts given in Matthew and Luke of the miraculous 
birth and early childhood of Jesus. - ,ea~ oi µ,a0'1/-ra!, o-ou] 
This expression entirely corresponds with the position of 
the brothers as outside the fellowship of Jesus. It does 
not say, "thy disciples there also" (so usually; even Baur, 
who takes it to refer to those who are first to be won over 
in Judaea), for the word there does not occur, nor "thy 
disciples collectively," but simply, "thy disciples also." They 
would be gathered together from all parts at the feast in 
Jerusalem, and He should let Himself and His works be seen 
by them also. It does not, indeed, clearly appear from this that 
coldness began to be exhibited towards Him within the circle 
of His disciples (Weizsacker), but rather perhaps that Jesus 
had gone about in Galilee and worked miracles very much in 
secret, without attracting observation, and not attended by any 
great following, but perhaps only by the trusted twelve, which 
silent manner of working He was perhaps led to adopt by the 
lying in wait of the Jews (ver. 1). Comp. ver. 4: Jv Kp1.nmj,. 
According to B. Crusius, the brothers speak as it nothing 
miraculous had been done by Him in Galilee. Contrary to 
the narrative; and therefore a 'ITOH£\' cannot mean "what you 
are reported to have done" (B. Crusius), but "what thou doest," 
i.e. during thy present sojourn in Galilee, although Jv Kpu-rr-r<j,, 
ver. 4. According to Briickner ( comp. Ebrard, and su bstan
tially also Godet), the brothers express themselves as if Jesus 
had made and retained no disciples in Galilee, and, indeed, 
with malicious and ironical allusion to the fact stated vi. 6 6, 
and to the report (iv. 1) which they did not believe. But, 
considering the long interval which elapsed between chap. vi. 
and vii. 2, such allusions, without more precise indication of 
them in the text, are all the less to be assumed. Luthardt 
attributes to the brothers the notion that in Galilee it was 
only the multitudes that followed Him, and that there 'Yas no 
such personal adherence to Him as had taken place in ,T udaea 
(in consequence of His baptizing). But it is incredible tha, 
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they sl10nld entertain a notion so obviously e1·1·oneom, because 
the events which they were continually witnessing in Galilee, 
as well as those which they witnessed in Judaea on occasion 
of their journeys to the feast, must have been better known 
to them. 

Ver. 4. " For no one does anything in secnt, and is the1·eby 
personally strivi11g to be of a frank, open-hearted nature;" i.e. 
no one withdraws himself and his wo1·ks also into quiet 
secrecy, and yet strives frankly to assert his personal position 
(as you must do if you are the Messiah). The two things 
are, indeed, contradictory! On Jv 7rap/nJ<r. comp. xi. 54 ; 
Wisd. v. 1 ; and Grimm, Exeg. Handb. p. 110 f. ; Eph. vi 19 ; 
Phil i 20; Col ii. 15. The word does not signify" mani
fest" or "known" (De Wette, Godet, and most others), but it 
means the opposite of a shy and timid nature, which shrinks 
from playing the part of a fearless and frank character. - T~J 
is the simple aliq_uid, not magnum quid (Kninoel and others); 
and ,cai does not stand for o<;, so that avTo<, would be super
fluous (Grotius, Kuinoel), but is the simple " and," while 
avTo<,1 is ipse, thus putting the person attributively over-against 
the work (Henn. ad Vig. p. 7 3 5 ; Fritzsche ad Rom. II. p. 7 5), 
and not merely resuming the subject (Lticke, Tholuck), as also 
it must not be taken in Matt. xii. 50. -As to elvai Jv, versari 
in (Bernhardy, p. 210), thus designating the adverbial predicate 
as permanent, see Buttmann, N. T. Gr. p. 284 [E. T. p. 330]. 

'~ ~] tth '" " ~ - ei -rav-ra 7roiei<; answers o e -ra ep,ya uov a 'TT"Otei<;, 

ver. 3, and to ovoel<, ... 7roie'i, ver. 4, and therefore, according 
to the context (comp. also the consequent clause, which cor
responds with ,cal t1J-rei avTo<;, ,c.-r.'A.), refers to the miracles 
which Jesus did in Galilee. Taii-ra has the emphasis : " If 
thou doest these things, i.e. if thy work consists in such wonder
ful deeds as thou art performing here in Galilee, do not act 
so foolishly as to confine thyself with such works within so 
narrow and obscure a range, but present thyself openly before 

1 The reading ,,.;,,,.~ (Lachm. following B. D.") is only an error in transcrip
tion. Ebrard, who maintains its genuineness, yet marvellously renders: "bue 
he striveH, that it may take place openly." Ka[, meaning "bue," is said to be 
Johanne.an; it is really neither Johannean nor Greek at e.11, but simply wrong. 
The frequent Greek use of it iD John in the sense of "and yet" is something 
4 u.ite diJferent ; see on ver. 29. 
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the world, as thou must do in Judaea, which during the feast 
is the theatrum mundi." $ eavT6v, like the preceding avTo<;, 
gives prominence to His person, as opposed to His work. But 
the el is not expressive of doubt (Euthymius Zigabenus : el 
Tavra U'f/µe'ia 7T0t€t<; fCQ,L ov cpavTa~w; ; Li.icke, De W ette, and 
most : as if we were to supply, it it be really as we hear ; 
comp. also Bri.ickner, who considers that it is intended to 
intimate in a disagreeable manner that the fact was doubtfnl), 
it is argumentative; the brothers know that His works are of 
an extraordinary kind, as was evident to them in Galilee 
(1roieii; denotes a pe1·manent course of action; Bernhardy, p. 
370); and they consider it absurd that He should withdraw 
Himself personally from the place whither all the world was 
flocking. 

Vv. 5, 6. F01· not even His brotliers, whom we might have 
expected to have been foremost, etc. ; otherwise they would 
not have urged Him to the test of a public appearance. They 
urged this upon Him all the more, because He had absented 
Himself from the previous Passover at Jerusalem,-a fact which 
could not have been unknown to them. - i1rluT. Eli; avT.] 
in the ordinary sense ; they did not believe in Him as the 
Mess1'.ah. To take the words to mean only the pe1fect self
surrender of faith, which they had not yet attained to (Lange, 
Hengstenberg), is an inference necessitated by the mistaken 
notion that these brothers were not literally brothers (see on 
Matt. xii. 46; Acts i. 14; Mark iii. 31; 1 Cor. ix. 5). 
N onnus admirably says : chm0ee<; olam,p /J.X"'Aot, XptUTO"U 'TT'aµ
µeOEOVTO<; ci.oe"'Acpetol 'TT'Ep EOVTE<;. See vcr. 7. - o /Catpo<; o 
iµ,6,;] cannot mean the time to 'make the journey to the feast 
(Luther, Jansen, Cornelius a Lapide, and most expositors); 
the antithesis o Katpo,; o vµ. demands a deeper reference. It 
is, according to the context, the time to manifest myself to the 
world, ver. 4, by which Jesus certainly understood the divinely 
appointed yet still expected moment of public decision con
cerning Him (comp. ii 4), which did come historically at the 
very next Passover, but which He now felt in a general way was 
not yet come. Thus the explanation of Chrysostom, Euthymius 
Zigabenus, Lampe, and most others, who refer the words to 
the time of His passion, is not wrong, only that this is not 
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actually e:rpre,ssed, but was histoi·ically the jul/Ument of what 
is here said. The corresponding o ,caipor; o vµ,frepor; in 
like manner means the time for slwwing tlieniselves openly to 
tlie world, which the brothers might do at any time, because 
they stood in no opposition to the world (ver. 7, xv. 19). 

Vv. 7, 8. Ou ovvaTai] "psychologically it cannot, because 
you are in perfect accord with it." " One knave agrees with 
another, for one crow does not scratch out the eye of another 
crow," Luther ; TO oµ,oiov T<t) oµ,otrp avdf'(1''TJ ae, 4>t'A..ov elvai, 
Plato, Lys. p. 214 B; comp. Go1·g. p. 510 B.-o ,couµ,or;] 
not as in ver. 4, but with a moral significance (the unbelieving 
world). Comp. here 1 John v.19.-e,y6' ov,c ava(3atvw, 
1'.T.">...J not an inckfi,nite answer, leaving the matter spoken of 
uncertain (Hengstenberg), but, as the Present shows, a direct 
and categorical refusal : I, for my part, do not go up. After
ward He changed (ver. 10) His intention not to go up to the 
feast, and went up to it after all, though as secretly as pos
sible. Porphyry's reproach (in Jerome) of inconstantia is 
based upon a correct interpretation, but is not in itself just; 
for Jesus might alter His intention without being fickle, 
especially as the particular motive that prompted the change 
does not appear. In the case of the Canaanitish woman also, 
Matt. xv. 26 ff., He changed His intention. The result of 
this change was that once more, and for some length of time 
before the last decision, He prosecuted His work by way of 
opposition and instruction at the great capital of the theocracy. 
The attempt to put into ov" the sense of ov1rc.>, or to :find this 
sense in the context, is as unnecessary as it is erroneous, 
Either the Present ava/3. has been emphasized, and a vvv intro~ 
duced (Chrysostom, Bengel, Storr, Lucke, Olshausen, Tholuck), 
or ava/3. has been taken to denote 1 the manner of travelling, 
viz. with the caravan 01 pilgrims, or the like ; or the meaning of 
eopT~v has been narrowed (Apol.: 01' µ,era. l'A..apoT'TJTOr;; Cyril: 
oux ov7c.>r; eopTa,c.>v), as, besides Hofmann, Weissag. u. Erj. II. 
p. 113, and Lange,2 Ebrard's expedient of understanding the 

1 Comp. Bengel. Luthardt (who would supply "as ye tltink "), Baumgarten, 
p. 228; Baeumlein ; in like manner Go<let, who explains a,,,(Ja./,.,, "I go not 
up aB King Messiah." As if one had only to foist in such interpolations I 

• ~ his Leben Jesu, II. 927: He did not actually visit the feast, but He 
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feast "in tlie legally prescri'bed sense" does ; or ov,e has been re
garded as limited by the following oinrw (De W ette, Maier, aml 
most), which is quite wrong, for oihrw negatives generally the 
fulfilment of the ,eaipor; in the present (i.e. during the whole time 
ot the feast). So little does the true interpretation of the oiic 
justify the objection of modern criticism against the evangelist 
(B. Bauer: "Jesuitism ;" Baur: "the seeming independence 
of Jesus is supposed thus to be preserved;" comp. also 
Hilgenfeld), that, on the contrary, it brings into view a 
striking trait of originality in the history. - Observe in the 
second half ot the verse the simple and emphatic repetition ot 
the same words, into which -ravT'TJV, however, is introduced 
(see the critical notes), because Jesus has in view a visit to 
a future feast. Observe also the repetition of the reason 
already given in vel'. 6, in which, instead of 1r6,pc<T7W, the 
weightier 1T€1T'A.~pw-rai occurs. 

Ver. 10. 'llr; oe a11€,8.] Aor. pluperfect; Winer, p. 258 
[E.T. p. 343].- wr; Ell "pv1r-r~] He went not OJ)enly (<fiavcpwr;; 
comp. Xen. A.nab. v. 4. 33 : Eµ,cpavwr;, instead of which E11 

OXA{4' follows), but so to speak secretly (incognito), not in the 
company of a caravan of pilgrims, or in any other way with 
outward observation, but so that His journey to that feast is 
represented as made in secrecy, and consequently quite dit
ferently from His last entry at the feast of the Passover. On 
wr;, comp. Bernhardy, p. 279; Ellendt, Lex. Soph. II. p. 1004. 
Otherwise in i. 14 (against B. Crusius). The context does not 
intimate whether Jesus took a different road (through Samaria, 
for instance, as Hengstenberg with Wieseler, according to Luke 
ix. 51 ff., supposes), De Wette, Krabbe, and early writers, but 
shows only that He was without any companions (except His 
disciples, ix. 2). Baur (also Hilgenfeld) finds in ov cpav., 
aXX' wr; ev ,epv1r-rrj,, something IJocetic, or at least (N. T. Theo!. 
p. 3 6 7) bordering upon Gnosticism (besides viii 5 9, x. 3 9, 
vi. 16), which it is easy enough to find anywhere if sztch texts 
are supposed to be indications. See, on the contrary, Bruck
ner. -This journey finally takes Jesus away from Galilee ( i.e. 
until after His death), und thus far it is parallel with that in 

went up in ·the second halj of the week of tlie feast, and not before. Jesus never 
resorted. to rmy such subtleties. 
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Matt. xix. 1, but only that far. In other respects it o~curs in 
quite a different historical connection, and is undertaken with 
a different object (the Passover). The journey, again men
tioned in Luke ix. 51 ff., is in other 1·espccts quite different. 
The assumption that Jesus returned to Galilee between the 
feast of Tabernacles and the feast of the Dedication (Ammon, 
Lange; see on x. 22), is the result of a forced attempt at har
monizing, which exceeds its limits in every attempt which it 
makes to reconcile the J ohannean and the synoptic accounts 
of the last journey from Galilee to Judaea. Comp. also 
Ewald, Gesch. Chr. p. 491, ed. 3. 

Vv. 11, 12. Ovv] For He did not come with the Galilean 
travellers. -oi 'Iovoai:ot] not all the people (Hengstenberg, 
Daeumlein), but the opposing hierarchy; vi 41, 5 2, vii. 13, 15. 
Their search is prompted by malice, not by aimless curiosity 
(Luthardt); see vv. 1, 13. On E/Cftvo,, which means the 
well-known absent one, Luther well remarks: "Thus contemp
tnously can they speak of the man, that they cannot almost 
name Him." The people's judgment of Him was a divided 
one, not frank and free, but timid, and uttered. half in a 
whisper (ryo"f'Yvuµ,6,, murmuring, ver. 32). - Observe the 
change of number: iv Toi.', lJx"X,oi,: among the multitudes (the 
plural here only in John); Tov lJx"X,ov: the people. -arya86..-] 
iipright, a man of honour, no demagogue, seeking to make the 
people believe falsely that He was the Messiah. Comp. 
Matt. xxvii 6 3. 

Ver. 13 is usually, after Augustine, only referred to the 
party who judged favourably (so also Lucke, De W ette, Ewald, 
Baeumlein; not B. Crusius, Bruckner, Tholuck, Hengsten
berg, Godet). All the more arbitrarily, because this was first 
mentioned, and because the general expression £'71.a),,££ 7r£pl 

aUTou is quite against any such limitation ; ou0ft, onwards to 
aurou can only be taken as corresponding to the ,yo,y,yvuµ,'o, iv 
Toi.', ox"X,oi,, ver. 12, which refers to both parties. Both mis
trusted the hierarchy; even those hostile in their judgment 
were afraid, so long as they had not given an offecial decision, 
that their verdict might be reversed. A true indication of 
an utterly jesuitical domination of the people. - out Tov 
cbo,Bov] on account of the fear that p1'evailed. 
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Ver. 14. T;,i. eopT. 1uu.J when the feast was half way 
d d " ~ I • I ( th b ) • ' ' a vance , T/'YDVII T'[l TETapT'[I 'TJ/J,Epq, or ere y : €7rTa 'Yap 

~µ,Epar; (yet see on ver. 37), Ewpw,ov av-r~v, Euthymius Ziga
benus. Jesus was already, before this, in the city (ver. 10), 
but in concealment; now He goes up into the temple. The 
text does not say that He had only now come into Jerusalem. 
µ,Euouv (comp. Ex. xii. 29; Judith xii. 5; 3 Mace. v. 14) 
only here in the N. T., but very common in the classics. That 
the day was just the Sabbath of the feast (Harduin, Bengel, 
Kuinoel, Wieseler, Synapse, pp. 309, 329) is uncertain, as 
µ,EuouuT/r; is only an approximate expression. For the rest, the 
discourses which follow, and the discussions onwards to chap. 
x., are not (with Weizsacker) to be ranked as parallel with the 
synoptical accounts of proceedings in Jerusalem, but are wholly 
independent of them, and must be attributed to the vivid recol
lections of the evangelist himself regarding a time unnoticed by 
the Synoptics. Over and above this, we must, as an historical 
necessity, expect to find many points of resemblance in tho 
several encounters of Jesus with His Jewish opponents. 

Ver. 15. Oi 'IovSafoi] as in vv. 11, 18. The teaching 
of Jesus produces a feeling of astonishment even in the 
hierarchy; but how 1 Nat through the power of His truth, 
but because He is learned without having studied. And with 
a question iipon this point, they engage in conversation with 
Him, without touching upon what He had taught. The ad
mission, indeed, which is contained in their question, and that, 
too, face to face with the people, is only to be explained from 
the real impression produced upon their learned conceit, so 
that they ask not in the spirit of shrewd calculation, but from 
actual amazement. -,ypaµ,µ,a-ra] not the 0. T. Script11,res 
(Luther, Grotius, and many), but literas, (theological) know
ledge, which, however, consisted in scriptural erudition. Jesus 
had doubtless exhibited this knowledge in His discoiirse by His 
interpretations of Sc1-ipture. Comp. Acts xxvi. 24; Plato, 
Apol. p. 2 6 D : or€£ av-rovr; cmdpovr; ,ypaµ,µ,am,w EivaL, and the 
citations in Wetstein. Upon oioau1CELV ,ypaµ,µ,aTa, used of 
teachers, see Dissen, ad Dem. de car. p. 299. - µ,~ µ,Eµ,a0.] 
though he has not learned them (Buttmann, N. T. Gk. p. 301 
[E. T. p. 3 5 0 f.]), perhaps in a Rabbinical school as Paul diJ. 

X 
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from Gamaliel. The me~nbers of the Sanhedrim do not thus 
speak in conformity with the author's representation of the 
Logos (Scholten) ; they 'know, doubtless, from information 
obtained concerning the course ot His life, that Jesus had not 
studied ; He was reckoned by them among the a:ypaµµaTO, 
and loiwmi, Acts iv. 13. This tells powerfully against all 
attempts, ancient and modern, to trace back the wisdom of 
Jesus to some school of human culture. Well says Bengel : 
" non usus erat schola; character 111.essiae." This autodidactic 
character does not necessarily exclude the supposition that 
during His childhood and youth He made use of the ordinary 
popular, and in particular of the synagogal instruction (Luke 
ii 45). Comp. Schleiermacher, L. J. p. 120 f., and in par
ticular Keim, Gesch. J. I. p. 42 7 ff. 

Ver. 16. Jesus at once solves for them the riddle. " The 
contradictory relation: that of learning in the case of one who 
had been uninstructed, would be found in my teaching only if 
it were rnine,'' etc. -.f] lµiJ and ov,c l. lµiJ are used in diffe
rent senses : " the teaching which I give," and " it is not my 
possession, but God's;" how far, see ver. 17, comp. v. 19, 30. -
Toii ,reµ,[r. µ,€] a carefully-chosen designation, because the 
Sender has communicated to His messenger, and continually 
communicates what He is to say in His name.1

- ov,c . .. 

a>..>..a'J here also not: non tam . .. quam, but simply excluding 
human individuality. Comp. viii. 28, xiv. 24. 

Ver. 17. The condition of knowing thi,s is that one be willing 
-have it as the moral aim of his self-determination-to do 
t.he will of God. He who is wanting in this, who lacks funda
mentally the moral cfetermination of his mind towards God, 
and to whom, therefore, Christ's teaching is something strange, 
for the recognition of which as divine there is in the ungodly 
bias of his will no point of contact or ot sympathy ; this 
knowledge is to him a moral impossibility. But, on the con
trary, the bias towards the fulfilling of God's will is the sub-

1 Bengel (in Wiichter in the Beitr. z. Beng. Sc/w;fterklar. 1865, p. 125). "If 
we may speak after the manner of men, the heavenly Father gives him a 
colv,gium privati.ssimum, and that upon no author." This relation, however, 
does not justify such oncsided exaggeratioll8 as those of Delitzsch, JeB•IJ& 1~ 

Hi!.l.el, 1866. 
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jective factor necessary to the recognition of divine doctrine as 
such; for this doctrine produces the immediate conviction that 
it is certainly divine by virtue of the moral oµ,oto-r'TJr; and 
oµ,oio7T'a0eta of its nature with the man's own nature. Comp. 
Aristotle, Eth. ix. 3, iii. 1 : 'TO oµ,otov 'TOV oµ,olov ecf,te-rat. See 
also on iii. 21 and xv. 19. It is only in form, not in reality, 
that the 'T~V Cl!"fU'TT''TJV T. 0eov lxetv ev eavnj,, v. 42, differs from 
the 0t>-.ew -ro 0t>-.'T}µa -r. 0eov 'TT'ote'iv here, for this latter is the 
moral praxis of the love of God. .Accordingly, we certainly 
have in this passage the testi1nonium internum, but not in the 
ordinary theological sense, as a thing for those who already 
believe, but for those who do not yet believe, and to whom 
the divine teaching of the Lord presents itself for the first 
time. - The 0elvy is not superfluous (Wolf, Loesner, and 
most), but is the very nerve of the relation; note the "suavis 
harmonia" (Bengel) between 0e">..v and 0e">..'T}µa. The 8e">..'T}µ,a 
av-rov, however, must not be limited either to a definite 
form of the revelation of it (the 0. T., Chrysostom, Euthy
mius Zigabenus, Bengel, Hengstenberg, Weiss, and most), or 
to any one particular requirement (that of faith in Cm:ist, 
Augustine, Luther, Erasmus, Lampe, Ernesti, Storr, Tittmann, 
Weber, Opusc., and most expositors ; comp. the saying of .Augus
tine, right in itself, intellectus est merces .fidei), which would 
contradict the fact that the axiom is stated without any limi
tation; it must be taken in its full breadth and comprehensive
ness-" that which God wills," whatever, how, and wherever 
this will may require. Even the natural moral law within 
(Rom. i. 20 ff., ii. 14, 15) is not excluded, though those who 
heard the words spoken must have referred the general state
ment to the revelation given to them in the law and the 
prophets. Finally, it is clear from vi. 44, 45, viii. 4 7, that 
willingness to do God's will must be attributed to the gift and 
drawing of the Father as its source. -7repl -rijr; oio.] con
cerning the teaching now in question, ver. 16. - E~/w a7r' 
Eµ,av-rov] I of myself, thus strongly marking the opposite of 
e,c Tov Oeov. Comp. v. 3 0. The classical expression 7ro-repov 
... 17 occurs only here in the N. T. 

Ver. 18. Here is the characteristic proof and token, given 
almost in syllogistic form, that He spoke not oj Himself. - -r~v 
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Oo~. T, io. STJT.] that is, among otlrnrs. Comp. V. 41. - o DA 
l;7Twv, K.T.:X..] minoi· p1·emiss and (ovTo~, 1'.T.:X..) conclusion, in 
,rhich, instead of the negative, "He speaks not of Himself," we 
have the 'IJOsitive, "the same is true," etc. But this positive 
conclusion is logically correct, both in itself, because acf>' fauTou 
X.a:X.eZv is throughout the context regarded as something untrue 
and nnmoral (Grotius : " sua cogitata proferens, cum Dei man
datum prae se ferat "), and with reference to the hierarchy, 
and some of the people, who took Jesus to be a deceiver. 
Observe further, that o Oe l;;77Twv, 1'.T.X.., is in the form of a 
general proposition, corresponding with the opposite proposi
tion, o acf,' lauTou "'A.a.Xwv, 1',-r.X.; but it is derived exclusively 
from the relation of Jesus, and is descriptive therefore of no 
other than He. - aottda] impi·obitas, immomlity of nature, 
a stronger antithesis to aX71O~~ than 'f€l/0o~, for which Ttvei; 

in Euthymius Zigabenus, Grotius, Bengel, B. Crusius, Maier, 
and many take it,-a view which cannot be justified by the 
inenct LXX. translation of Job xxxvi. 4 (Ps. lii. 4 ; Theod. 
Mic. vi 12). '.Aou,ia is the inner (ev av-r<tJ) moral basis of the 
'f€lllJO~. For the contrast between a:>..~Oe,a and alJtKta, see Ilom. 
i 18, ii 8 ; 1 Cor. xiii 6 ; 2 Thess. ii. 12 ; see also on viii. 
46. An allusion to the charge of breaking the Sabbath (Godet) 
is not indicated, and anticipates what follows, ver. 21. 

Ver. 19. There is no ground for supposing that some unre
corded words on the part of the Jews (Kuinoel and many 
others), or some act (Olshausen), intervened between vv. 18 and 
19. The chain of thought is this: Jesus in vv. 16-18 com
pletely answered the question of the Jews, ver: 15. But now 
He Himself assumes the offensive, putting before them the 
real and malicious ground of all their assaults and oppression, 
naniely, their pU1'J)0Se to bi·ing aboitt His death; and He shows 
them how utterly unjustifiable, on their part, this purpose is. -
The note of interrogation ought to be placed (so also Lachm. 
Tisch.) after the first -r6v v6µov; and then the declaration 
of their contradictory behaviour is emphatically introduced 
by the simple ,cal,. In like manner vi. 70. - ov M "'iiu~~, 
K.T.X.J The emphasis is upon M"'iiu. as the great and highly 
esteemed authority, which had so strong a claim on tl1eir 
obedience. - Tov voµ,ov] without liniitation; therefore neither 
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the commandment forbidding murder merely (Nonnus, Storr, 
Paulus), nor that against Sabbath-breaking simply (Kuinoel, 
Klee. So once Luther also, but in his Commentary he refers 
to Rom. viii.: "what the law could not do," etc., which, in
deed, has no bearing here), which, according to Godet, Jesus is 
said to have already in view. - "at otiod\' vµ,. 7rot1:Z T. 

voµ,011] so that you, all of yon, are liable to the condemnation of 
the law; and instead of seeking to destroy me as a law-breaker, 
you must confess yourselves to be guilty. - Ti] why? i.e. 
v:ith what right? The emphasis cannot be upon the enclitic 
µ,e (against Godet). 

Ver. 20. This interruption, no notice of wl1ich, seemingly 
(but see on ver. 21), is taken by Jesus in His subsequent 
words, is a characteristic indication of the genuineness of the 
narrative. - o 8x;>..o\'] the multitude (not the same as the 
'Iouoalot, see ver. 12), unprejudiced, and unacquainted with 
the designs of the hierarchy, at least so far as they referred 
to the death of Christ, consisting for the most part, probably, 
of pilgrims to the feast. - oatµ,ovtov J causing in you such 
perverted and wicked suspicions. Comp. viii. 48, x. 20. An 
expression not of ill-will (Hengstenberg and early writers), but 
of amazement, that a man who taught so admirably should 
imagine what they deem to be a moral impossibility and a 
dark delusion. It must, they thought, be a fixed idea put into 
his mind by some daemon, a "a"obatµ,ova.11. 

Vv. 21, 22. 'A7re"pt011] The reply of Jesus, not to the 
'Iouoa,ot (Ebrard), but to the 8f>..o\' (for it is really addressed 
to them, not in appearance merely, and through an inaccurate 
account of the matter on John's part, as Tholuck unnecessarily 
assumes), contains, indeed, no direct answer to the question 
put, but is intended to make the people feel that all had a 
guilty part in the murderous designs against Him, and that 
none of them are excepted, because that one work which He 
had done among them was unacceptable to them all, and had 
excited their unjustifiable wrath. Thus He deprives the people 
of that assurance of their own innocence which had prompted 
them to put the question to Him; " ostendit se profundius eos 
I1usse et hoe radio eos penetrat," nengel. - ~v ep,yov] i.e. t.he 
healing on the Sabbath, v. 2 ff., the only miraculous work 
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which He had done in Jerusale1n (against Weisse 1) (not, indeed, 
the only work at all, see ii. 23, comp. also x. 32, but the only 
one during the last visit), for the remembrance of which the 
fact of its being so striking an instance of Sabbath-breaking 
would suffice. - Kat 7raVTH 0avµas'e:Te] 7ravTe<; is corre
lative with lv, "and ye all wonder" (Acts iii. 12), i.e. how 
I could have done it as a Sabbath woi-k (v. 16) ; it is the object 
of your universal astonishment! An exclamation; taken as a 
question (Ewald), the expression of disapprobation which it 
contains would be less emphatic. To put into 0avµas'e:TE the 
idea of alarm (Chrysostom), of blame (Nonnus), of displeasure 
(Grotius), or the like, would be to anticipate; the bitterness 
of tone does not appear till ver. 23. - Sia ToiiTo] connected 
with 0avµas'eTe by Theophylact, and most moderns (even 
Lucke, Tholuck, Olshausen, De W ette, B. Crusius, Maier, 
Lange, Lachmann, Hengstenberg, Ewald, Baeumlein, Ebrard, 
Godet; among earlier expositors, Beza, Casaubon, Hom berg, 
Maldonatus, Wolf, Mill, Kypke, etc. ; see on Mark vi. 6) ; 
but Syr. Goth. Codd. It., Cyril, Chrysostom, N onnus, Euthy
mius Zigabenus, Luther, Castalio, Erasmus, Aretius, Grotius, 
Cornelius a Lapide, Jansen, Bengel, W etstein, and several 
others, also Luthardt, and already most of the Codices, with 
true perception, place the words at the beginning of ver. 2 2 
(so also Elzevir); for, joined with 0av,u,ateTe, they are cum
brous and supei-fluous,2 and contrary to John's method else
where of beginning, not ending, with o,a TovTo (v. 16, 18, 
vi 65, viii. 47, x. 17, al.; see Schulz on Griesbach, p. 543). 
Only we must not take them either as superfluous (Euthymius 
Zigabenu.s) or as elliptical: "therefore hear," or "know" 
(Grotius, Jansen, even Winer, p. 5 8 [E. T. p. 6 8]) ; the former 
is inadmissible, the latter is neither J ohannean nor in keeping 
with what follows, which does not contain a declaration, but 
a deduction of a logical kind. We ought rather, with Bengel 

• How does he make out the 2, 1rro, 1 It is the one miracle which Christ 
came to accomplish (Matt. xii. 38, xvi. 1 sqq. ; Luke xi. 29 ff.), described by 
Him metaphorically as a Sabbath h~aling ; this the evangelist has taken for a 
single miraculous act. See l:!Jvangelienf r. p. 249. 

• Thie accounts for the omission of ~, .. .,-oii.,-o in ~•. Tisch. deletes it, 011d 

with IIC• reads o l\ta.ii.-. (with the article). 
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(" propte,·ea, hoe mox declaratur per ovx g-r,, nempe nM quia ") 
and Luthardt, following Cyril, to regard them as standing in 
connection with the following olrx, chi. With this anticipatory 
oia -rovro, Jesus begins to diminish the astonishment which His 
healing on the Sabbath bad awakened, showing it to be un
reasonable, and this by the analo_qy of circumcwion, which is 
performed also on the Sabbath. Instead of simply saying, 
"because it comes from the fathers," He puts the main statement, 
already introduced by oia TOVTO, and so important in the argu
ment, both negatively and positively, and says, " Then/ore 
Moses gave you circumcision, not because it originated with 
Moses, but (because it originated) with the fathers, and so ye 
circumcise" (,cat consecutive), etc.; that is, this ovx on, on to 
wa-repr,w, serves to show that circumcision, though divinely 
commanded by Moses in the law, and thus given to the Jews 
as a ritualistic observance, was not Mosaic in its origin, but 
was an old patriarchal institution dating back even from Abra
ham. The basis of its historic claim to validity lies in the 
fact that the law of circumcision precedes the law of the Sab
bath, and consequently the enjoined rest of the Sabbath must 
give way to circumcision.1 Even the Rabbins had this axiom : 
" Gircumcww pellit sabbatum," and based it upon the fact that 
it was " traditio patrum." See W etstein on ver. 2 3. The 
anger of the people on account of the healing on the Sabbath 
rested on a false estimate of the Sabbath; comp. Matt. xii. 5. 
}'rom this explanation it is at the same time clear that ovx 
l:-ri ... wa-repr,w is not of the nature ot a parenthesis (so 
usually, even Lachmann). Of those who so regard it, some 
rightly recognise in the words the authority of circumcision as 
outweighing that of the Sabbath; while others, against the 
context, infer from them its lesser sanctity as being a traditional 

1 The patriarchal period was indeed that of promise, but this is not made vro
fltment here, and we cannot therelore say with Luthnrdt: "Jesus puts the law 
and the promise over-against one another, like Pnul in Gal. iii. 17." There is no 
hint of this in the text. Judging lrom the text, there rather lies in '"X ,.,,, "'· ... J..., 

the proof that, in tho case of a collision between the two laws, that of circumcision 
and that of the Sabbath, the former must have the precedence, because, though 
enjoined by Moses, it already hod n patriarchal origin, ond on account oi this 
older sanctity it must suffer no infringement through the lnw ol the Sabbath. 
Nonnus well uescribes the argumentation by the words ci,X'Y'''I' .,,.; dm,f. 
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institution (Paulus, B. Crusius, Ewald, Godet). Others, again, 
take them as an (objectless) correction (De Wette, Baeumlein), 
or as an kistorical observation (equally superfluous) of Jesus 
(Tholuck, Hengstenberg, and earlier expositors) or of John 
(Li.icke, cf. Ebrard). Above all, it would have been very 
strange and paltry to suppose (with Hengstenberg) that Jesus 
by this remark was endeavouring, with reference to ver. 15, 
to do away with the appearance of ignorance. - M wiio-17~] 
Lev. xii. :3. - ovx on] not as in vi. 46, but as in xii. 6. -
i,c Tov Mwiiu«fw~] Instead of saying if airrou, Jesus repeats 
the name, thus giving more emphasis to the thought. See 
Kuhner, ad Xcn. J.Ieni. i. 6. 1, ad Anab. i. 6. 11. - J,c -rwv 
7TaTJpwv] Gen. xvii 10, xxi. 4; Acts vii. 8; Rom. iv. 11.
iv l'a,8,8.J if it be the eighth day. Comp. the Rabbinical 
quotations in Lightfoot. Being emphatic, it takes the lead. 

Ver. 23. IIEptToµ,77v] Circumcision, without the article, 
but placed emphatically first, corresponding with IJ>...ov l1,v0pw-
7rov in the apodosis. - ,va fl,TJ )..,v0fi, K.T.'X..J in order thatso the 
law of J,foses be not broken (by the postponement of the rite), 
seeing that it prescribes circumcision upon the eighth day. 
Jansen, Bengel, Semler, Paulus, Kuinoel, Klee, Baeumlein, 
wrongly render ,va µ77 "witlwi,t," and take o voµ. Mwiiu. to 
mean the law of the Sabbath. - iµ,oi xoAciTE] towards me 
how unjust! On xoXc'iv, denoting bitttr, violent anger (only 
here in the N. T.), comp. 3 Mace. iii. 1; Artemid. i. 4; Beck, 
Anecd. p. 116. - OTl OAOV &v0p. v,y. €71", iv ua,8,8.J The 
emphasis of the antithesis is on 8Xov &v0p., in contrast with 
\he single member in the case of circumcision. We must not, 
cherefore, with Kling in the Stud. u. Krit. 1836, p. 157 f., 
find here the antithesis between wounding and making whole; 
nor, with B. Crusius, that between an act for the sake of the 
law, on account of which circumcision was performed, and one 
for the sake of the man himself; similarly Grotius. In v,y. 
i7To {,,70-a, further, there must necessarily be expressed an 
analogy with what is done in circumcision, which is therefore 
equally regarded as a cure and a healing, not with reference to 
the subsequent healing of the wound (Cyril, Larupe), for 7rEptT. 
is circumcision itself, not its healing; nor with reference to the 
supposed medical object of circumcision (Rosemn~ll~r, K.uinoel, 
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·Lucke, Lange; comp. Philo, de Oircumcis. II. 210 f. ; see, on 
the contrary, Keil, Archaeol. I. 309 f.), no trace of which was 
contained either in the law or in the religious ideas of the 
people ; but with reference to the purification and sanctification 
wrought upon the member by the removal of the foreskin.1 

In this theocratic sense, a single member was made vJhole by 
circumcision ; but Christ, by healing the paralytic, had made 
an entire man whole, i.e. the whole body of a man. The argu
ment in justification, accordingly, is one a m1:nori ad majiis; 
if it was right not to omit the lesser work on the Sabbath, 
how much more the greater and more important! To take 
oXov &v0p., with Euthymius Zigabenus 2, Beza, Cornelius a 
Lapide, Bengel, and Olshausen, as signifying body and soiil, 
in contrast with the uapg, on which circumcision was per
formed, is alien to the connection, which shows that the Sab
bath question had to do only with the bodily healing, and to 
the account of the miracle itself, according to which Jesus only 
wamed the man who had been made whole, v. 14. 

Ver. 24. This closing admonition is general, applicable to 
every case that might arise, but drawn by way of deduction 
from the special one in point. According to the oiitward 
appearance, that act was certainly, in the Jewish judgment, a 
breach of the Sabbath; but the righteaits jiidgment was that to 
which Jesus had now conducted them. Upon chfri~, id qiwcl 
siib visitm cadit, res in conspicuo posita, see Lobeck, Paralip. p. 
512. It does not here mean visage, as in xi. 44, and as 
Hengstenberg makes it, who introduces the contrast between 
Ghrist "without form or comeliness," and the shining coun
tenance ot Moses. On ,cpLvHv ,cpluiv ~i,caLav, comp. Tobit 
iii. 2; Susannah 53; Zech. vii. 9. 

Vv. 25-27. Ovv] in consequence of this bold vindication. 
These 'I EpouoXvµ,'i-rai, as distinct from the uninitiated l5xXo~ 
of ver. 20, as inhabitants of the Holy City, have better know
ledge of the mind 01 the hierarchical opposition ; they wonder 

1 Comp. Bammidbar, R. xii. I. 203. 2 : "praepntinm est vitium in corpore." 
With this view, which regnrds the foreskin ns impure,-e. view which docs not 
nppear till a. le.te date (Ewald, Alterth. p. 129 !.),-corresponds the idea of the 
circumcision of the heart, which we find in Lev. xxvi. 41, Dent. x. 16, xxx. 6, 
aml often in the prophets and the N, T ., Rom. ii. 29, Col. ii. 11, Acts vii. 51. 
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that the Sanbedrim should let Him speak so boldly and 
freely, and they ask, " After all, do they not k1ww in ve1·y deed 
that this," etc. ? 'l'his, however, is only a momentary thought 
which strikes them, and they at once answer it themselves. -
r. o 0 e v i a- TL v] does not denote the birth-place, which was 
known both in the case of Jesus (ver. 41) and of the Messiah 
(ver. 42), but the de,scent; not, indeed, the more remote, which 
in the case of the Messiah was undoubted as being IJavidic, 
but (comp. vi 42) the nea1·er-father, mother, family (Matt. 
xiii. 55). Comp. xix. 9; Homer, Od. p. 373: avTov S' oil 
o-aq,a o!Sa, r.o0ev ,Yf.VO<; wxt:Tai elvai ; Soph. Tmch. 10 0 6 ; 
Eur. Rhe,s. 702; Heliod. iv. 16, vii. 14. -o Se Xpi.] is in 
antithesis with Tournv, and it therefore takes the lead. The 
popular belief that the immediate ancestry of the Messiah 
would be unknown when He came, cannot further be histori
cally proved, but is credible, partly from the belief in His 
divine origin (Bertholdt, Olwistol. p. 86), and partly from the 
obscurity into which the Davidic family had sunk, and was 
supported, probably, by the import of many 0. T. passages, 
such as Isa. liii. 2, 8, Mic. v. 2, and perhaps also by the sudden 
appearance of the Son of man related in Dan. vii. (Tholuck), 
and is strongly confirmed by the description in the book of 
Enoch of the heavenly Messiah appearing from heaven (Ewald). 
The passages which Liicke and De Wette quote from Justin 
(c. Tryph. pp. 226, 268, 336, ed. Col) are inapplicable, as 
they do not speak of an unknown de,scent of the Messiah, 
but intimate that, previous to His anointing by Elias, His 
:M:essiahship was unknown to Himself and others. The 
beginning of Marcion's Gospel (see Thilo, p. 403), and the 
Rabbinical passages in Lightfoot and Wetstein, are equally 
inapplicable. 

Vv. 28, 29. The statement in ver. 27, which showed how 
utterly Christ's higher nature and work were misunderstood 
by these people in consequence of the entirely outward 
character of their judgments, roused the emotion of Jesus, so 
that He raised His voice, crying aloud (lKpaEev, comp. i 15, 
vii. 37, xii 44, Rom. ix. 27; Kpa,ew never means anything 
but to cry out; "clamores, quos edidit, magnas habuere 
cau.sas," Bengel), and thus uttered the solemn conclusion of 



CHAP. VIL 28. 29, 331 

this ~ollc,q_uy, while He taught in the temple, and said : 
Kaµ,E ofoaTe, K.T."'A., The lv Trj, ieprp OtOG-G'KWII is in itselt 
superfluous (see ver. 14), but serves the more vividly to 
describe the solemn moment of the f,cpa~ev, and is an indica
tion of the o1'iginal genuineness of the narrative. - ,caµ,e 
ofoaTe, K.T.'X.] i.e., "ye know not only my person, but ye also 
know my 01·igin." As the people really had this knowledge 
(vi. 42), and as the divine mission of Jesus was independent 
of His human nature and origin, while He Himself denies 
only their knowledge of His divine mission (see what follows; 
comp. viii. 19), there is nothing in the connection to sanction 
an interrogatory interpretation (Grotius, Lampe, Semler, Storr, 
Paulus, Kuinoel, Luthardt, Ewald), nor an ironical one 
(Luther, Calvin, Beza, and many others; likewise Lucke, 
Tholuck, Olshausen, B. Crusius, Lange, and Godet, who con
siders the words " legerement ironique," and that they have 
" certainement (?] une tournure inter1·ogative "), nor the para
phrase: "Ye think that ye know" (Hengstenberg). Least 
of all can we read it as a reproach, that they knew His divine 
nature and origin, yet maliciously concealed it (Chrysostom, 
Nonnus, Theophylact, Euthymius Zigabenus, Maldonatus, and 
most). No; Jesus allows that they have that outward know
ledge of Him which they had avowed in ver. 27, but He 
further-in the words ,cal a,r' lµ,avTov, /C.T.A.-Sets before 
them the higher relationship, which is here the main point, 
and which was unknown to them. - ,cal a,r' lµ,. ov,c h~'X.] 
and-though ye think that, on account of this knowledge of 
yours, ye must conclude that I am not the Messiah, but have 
come by self-appointment merely-of myself (avToKe°XevUTo<;, 
Nonnus) am I not come; comp. viii. 42. This ,ea{, which 
must not be regarded as the same with the two preceding, as 
if it stood for ,cal C>Tt (Baeumlein), often in John connects, 
like atqne, a contrasted thought, and yet. See Hartung, 
Pa1·tikell. I. 147. We may pronounce the and with emphasis, 
and imagine a pause after it. Comp. Stallbaum, ad Plat. 
Apol. p. 29 B; Wolf, ad Leptin. p. 238. - a'X'X' foTtv 

a'X710tva<,] but it is a real one who hath sent me, whom ye 
(ye people!) know not.1 'A-X710tva<, is not verax (Chrysostoru, 

1 Of cow·se iu 11. relatii·e sense, as i:J. iv. 22. II they hcul possessed the true and 
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Euthymi.us Zigabenus, Luther, Stolz, Kuinoel, Klee, B. Crusius, 
E,mld, and most), but, according to the invariable usage of 
John (see on i. 9), a real, genuine one, in whom the idea i,s 
1·ealized. The substantive belonging to this adjective is not 
,raT7JP, which Grotius gets out of ,ro0Ev; but, according to the 
immediate context, it is to be inferred from o ,reµ,[ra,; µE, 
namely 7reµ7rrov, a 1·eal sende1·, a. sender in the highest and 
fillle.st sense ( comp. Matthiae, p. 15 3 3 ; Kuhner, II. 6 0 2). 
\Ve cannot take a"A.'1]0. by itself as absolutely denoting the true 
essential God (Olshausen, Lange, Hengstenberg; comp. Kling: 
" one whose essence and action is pure truth"), because 
a"A.'T]0tvo,; in the ,T ohannean sense is not an independent con
ception, but receives its definite meaning first from the 
substantive of which it is predicated. -Ver. 29. I (antithesis 
to vµE'is) know Him, for I am fmm Hi,m, have come forth 
from Hirn (as in vi 46); and no other than He (from whom I 
am) hath sent 1ne. This weighty, and therefore independent 
KCLIC€£Vo,; JJ,€ a7rE<rT., not to be taken as dependent upon OTt, 
comprehends the full explanation of the ,ro0ev Elµl in its 
higher sense, which was not known to the 'IEpotTo"A.vµiTa'i,;, 
and, with the J1w oZoa . . . Elµt, bears the seal of immediate 
certainty. Comp. viii 14. 

Ver. 30. Ovv] Because He had so clearly asserted His 
divine origin and mission, His adversaries regarded this as 
blasphemy (comp. v. 18).-The sul:rject of Jt1JTovv is 'lovoafoi, 
the hierarchy, as is self-evident from the words and from the 
contrasted statement of ver. 31. - Kat] as in ver. 28. - on 
ov,rro, K.T.X.] because the hour appointed for Him (by God
the hour when He was to fall under the power of His 
enemies) was not yet come; comp. viii. 20. The reason here 
assigned is that higher religions apprehension of the history, 
which does not, however, contradict or exclude the immediate 
historical cause, viz. that through fear-not of conscience 
(Hengstenberg, Godet), but of the party who were favourably 
inclined to Christ, ver. 31-they dared not yet lay hands on 
Him. But John knows that the threads upon which the out-

full knowledge of God, they would then have recognised the Interpreter of Goel, 
&nd not have rejected Him for such a reason as tha,t in ver. 27. Comp. viii. li4, 
!i.:i ; Matt. xi 27, 
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wnrd history of Jesus runs, and by which it is guided, unite 
in the counsels of God. Comp. Luthardt, I. 160. 

Ver. 31. According to the reading EK, Tou ox">..ov O€ 
wo">..}..o[ (see the critical notes), ox">..or:; stands emphatically 
opposed to the subjects of es~Tovv in ver. 30. ..:1 € after three 
words, on account of their close connection ; see Klotz, ad 
IJevar. p. 378; Ellendt, Lex. Soph. I. 397. - e'TT'L<rT. fir:; avT.] 
not only as a prophet (Tholuck), or as one sent of God 
(Grotius), but conformably with the fixed sense of the absolute 
expression (comp. ver. 5), as the Messiah. What follows does 
not contradict this, but rather sustains their avowal that they 
see realized in Jesus their ideal-miracle of the promised 
Messiah ; and, accordingly, o Xpt<rTor:; oTav EA.0TJ does not 
imply any doubt on their part as to the Messiahship of 
Jesus, but refers to the doubt of the opposite party. Comp. 
Euthymius Zigabenus 2: 0wµev, ETEpov elva£ TOV Xpt<rTOV, wr:; 
oi &pxovTE<:; A€"fOV<r£V, etc. - on] might be regarded as giving 
the reason for their faith (Nonnus: µ~ rya-p Xpt<rTor:;, K,,T.X.), 

but more simply as recitative. - µ~] yet not more signs, etc. ? 
To the one miracle wrought in Jerusalem (ver. 21) they 
added the numerous Galilaean miracles, which they, being in 
part perhaps pilgrims to the feast from Galilee, had seen and 
heard. 

Vv. 32-34. The Pharisees present hear how favourable are 
the murmured remarks of the people concerning Jesus, and 
they straightway obtain an edict of the Sanhedrim (oi .Papiu. 
"· oi apxu,p.,-oi .Paptu. first, for they had been the first to 
moot the matter; otherwise in ver. 45), appointing officers to 
lay hands on Him. The Sanhedrim must have been imme
cliately assembled. Thus rapidly did the esryTovv of ver. 30 
ripen into an actual decree of the council. The thing does 
not escape the notice of Jesus ; He naturally recognises in the 
officers seeking Him, who were only waiting for a suitable 
opportunity to arrest Him, their designs against Him; and He 
therefore (ovv) says what we have in vv. 33, 34 in clear and 
calm foresight of the nearness of His death,-a death which 
He describes as a going away to God (comp. on vi. 62). -
µe0' vµwv] Jesus speaks to ';he whole assembly, but has here 
the hierarPhy chiefly in his eye; comp. ver. 35. - 7rp6r:; Tov 
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'TT'Eµ,'faVTa µ,e] These words are, with Paulus, to be regarded 
not as original, but as a Johannean addition; because, accord
ing to vv. 35, 36, Jesus cannot have definitely indicated the 
goal of His going away, but must have left it enigmatical, as 
perhaps in viii. 22 ; comp. xiii. 33. Had He said 1rp. T. 

'TT'eµ,y., His enemies could not have failed, after vv. 16, 17, 28, 
2 9, to recognise the words as referring to God, and could not 
have thought of an unknown 'TT'ov (against Liicke, De Wette, 
Godet). There is no room even for the pretence "that they 
acted as if they could not understand the words of Jesus," after 
so clear a statement as 'TT'po,; -r. 'TT'Eµ,'f. µ,e (against Luthardt). 
-t1JT7JITETE µ,e, ".-r.X.J not of a hostile seeking, against which 
is xiii 3 3 ; nor the seeking of the penitent (Augustine, Beza, 
Jansen, and most), which would not harmonize (against 
Olshausen) with the absolute denial of any finding, unless we 
brought in the doctrine of a peremptory limitation of grace, 
which has no foundation in Holy Scripture (not even in Heb. 
xii 17; see Lunemann, in loc.), and which could only refer 
to individuals; but a seeking for help and deliverance (Chry
sostom, Theophylact, Euthymius Zigabenus, Erasmus, Calvin, 
.Aretius, Hengstenberg; comp. Luthardt, Ewald, Briickner). 
'f'his refers to the time of the divine judgments in the destruc
t10n ot Jerusalem (Luke xx. 16 ff., xix. 43, al.), which were 
to ensue as the result of their rejection of Jesus. Then, 
Jesus means, the tables will be turned; after they had per
secuted and killed Him who now was present, they then 
would anxiously long, but in vain, for Him, the absent One,1 
as the wonder-working helper, who alone could save them 
from the dire calamity. Comp. Prov. i 28. The prophecy of 
misfortune involved in t1JT7JUE7'€ µ,e, ,c,-r."A.. is not expressly de
clared; but it lies in the thought of retrilnition which the words 
contain,-like an enigma which the history was to solve; comp. 
viii 21. Theodoret, Heracleon (?), Maldonatus, Grotius, Liicke, 
De W ette, take the whole simply as descriptive of entire 
separation, so that nothing more is said than : " Christurn, de 

1 They would long for Him in His own person, for Jesus the rejected one, and 
not for the M=ialt generally (Flacius, Lampe, Kuinoel, N eander, Ebrard), whom 
they had rejected in the person of Jesus (comp. also Tholuck and Godet),-!1.D 
explanation which would empty the word.a of all their tragic nerve and force. 
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f.er1·is sublatiim iri, ita ut inter viros reperiri non poss1'.t," Ma1-
donatus. The poetical passages, Ps. x. 15, xxxvii. 10, Isa. 
xli. 12, are appealed to. But even in these the seeking and 
finding is not a mere figure of speech; and here such a 
weakening of the signification is all the more inadmissible, 
because it is not annihilation, as in those passages, which is 
here depicted, and· because the following words, Kat. o7rov Elµ~ 

l,yw, K.T.X., describe a longing which was not to be satisfied. 
Luke xvii. 22 is analogous. - ,cai 07rov Elµ,, K.T.X.] still more 
clearly describes the tragic ovx Eup~G'.: "and where I (then) 
am, thither ye cannot come," i.e. in order to find me as a deli
verer, or to flee to me. Rightly says Euthymius Zigabenus : 
017Xo, OE 'T~V id 'TOV ovpavov EV OE!tf TOV 7raTpor; Ka0e'5pav. 

The elµ, (I go), not found in the N. T., is not the reading here 
(against Nonnus, H. Stephens, Casaubon, Pearson, Bengel, 
Wakefield, Michaelis, and most). Comp. xiv. 3, xvii 24. 

Vv. 35, 36 . .An insolent and scornful supposition, which 
they themselves, however, do not deem probable (therefore the 
question is asked with µ~), regarding the meaning of words to 
them so utterly enigmatir.al The bolder mode of teaching 
adopted by Jesus, His universalistic declarations, His partial 
non-observance of the law of the Sabbath, would lead them, 
perhaps, to associate with the unintelligible statement a mock
ing thought like this, and all the more because much interest 
was felt among the heathen, partly of an earnest kind, and 
partly (comp. St. Paul in Athens) arising from curiosity merely, 
regarding the oriental religions, especially Judaism; see Ewald, 
Gesch. Uhr. p. 110 f. ed. 3. -7rp6r; eavTour;] the same as 
wp'or; aXX~Xovr;, yet so that the conversation was confined to 
one party among the people, to the exclusion of the others. 
See Kuhner, ad Xen. Me1n. ii. 6. 20. - ovTor;J contemptuously, 
that man!- on] not to be arbitrarily supplemented by a 
supposed Xe,y"'v put before it, or in some other way (Butt
mann, N. T. Gr. p. 305 [E. T. p. 358]); but the simple 
because: " Where will this man go, because, or seeing, that we 
are not (according to his words) to find him 1" It thus states 
the reason why the wov is unknown. - elr; -r. otaG'7r. T. • EXX.] 
to the dispi!rsion among the Greelcs. Comp. Winer, p. 176 [E. T. 
p. 234]; and upon the thinz referred to, Schneckenburger, N. T. 
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Zcitgrsch. p. 94 ff. The subfccts of the SiatT7ropct are tho Jcws,1 

who lived beyond Palestine dispersed among the heathen, and 
these latter are denoted by the genitive Tow 'E>,:>..~v. Comp. 
1 Pet. i. I, and Steiger and Ruther thereon. Differently in 
2 l\facc. i. 2 7 ; LXX. Ps. cxlvi. 2. The abstmct SiatT7ropa is 
simply the sum-total of the concretes, like 7rEptToµ~ and other 
words. See 2 Mace. i. 27. "E>..>..17ve,; in the N. T. invariably 
means the heathen, Gentiles, not the Hellenists (Graecian Jews), 
so even in xii. 2 0 ; and it is wrong, therefore, to understand 
Twv 'E>..>..1v. ot the latter, and to take these words as the subject 
of the oialT7Topa (Scaliger, Lightfoot, Hammond, B. Crusius, 
Ammon), and render oioci"'"· T. 'E>..>...: "teach the Hellenists." 
The thought is rather: "Will Jesus go to the Jews scattered 
among the Gentiles, in order to unite there with the Gentiles, 
and to become their teacher?" This was really the course of 
the subsequent labours of the apostles. - Ver. 36. Tl,; etTnv] 
Their scornful conjecture does not even satisfy themselves ; 
for that they should seek Him, and not be able to come to Him
they know not what the assertion can mean (Tl<; euTw, K.T.>...). 

Ver. 37. As the eighth day (the 22d Tisri) was reckoned 
along with the seven feast days proper, according to Lev. 
xxiii. 35, 36, 39, Num. xxix. 35, Neh. viii. 18, as accord
ing to Succah, f. 48. I, the last day of the feast is the eighth, 
it is clear that John meant this day, and not the seventh 
(Theophylact, Bu.xtorf, Bengel, Reland, Paulus, Ammon), espe
cially as in later times it was usual generally to speak of the 
eight days' feast of Tabernacles (2 Mace. x. 6; Josephus, Antt. 
iii. I 0. 4; Gem. Eruvin. 40. 2 ; Midr. Cohel. 118. 3). In 
keeping with this is the very free translation efoSwv (termina
tion oj the feast), which the LXX. give for the name of the 
eighth day, n~¥.P, (Lev. x.xiii. 36 ; Num. xxix-. 35; Neh. viii. 18), 
i.e. "assembly;" comp. Ewald, .Alterth. p. 481.-Tfi µe,y&>..y] 
the (pre-eminently) great, solemn. Comp. xix. 31. The super
lative is implied in the attribute thus given to this day above 
the other feast days. Wherein consisted the special distinction 

1 Not the heathen, as if,; ~ ..... ?T • .-. 'EU .. were the ·same WI Dispersi Oraeci 
(Cbrysostom ancl his followers, Rupertius, llfaldonatuR, Hcngstenberg, nnd 
most). .Again_st ,;his Beza well says : "Vix convcniret ipsis indigenis populi: 
no men ~,a. .. -r,pa.r. 
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attaching to this day ? It was simply the great closing day 
of the feast, appointed for the solemn return from the booths 
into the temple (Ewald, Alterth. p. 481 ), and, according to 
Lev. xxiii. 35, 36, was kept holy as a Sabbath. The explana
tion of JEooiov in Philo, de Septenario, II. p. 2 9 8, that it denoted 
the end of the yearly feasts collectively, has as little to do 
with the matter (for -rfi µeya'A.v has reference only to the feast 
of Tabernacles) as has the designation :ii~ c\• in the Tr. Succah, 
for this means nothing more than "feast day." If, indeed, 
this day had, according to Tr. Succah (see Lightfoot, p.1032 f.), 
special services, sacrifices, songs, still no more was required 
than to honour it " sicut reliquos dies festi." Its µeya'A.o-r'T}<; 
consisted just in this, that it brought the great feast as a whole 
to a sacred termination. - The express designation of the day as 
-rfi µf"la'A.v is in keeping with the solemn coming forth of Jesus 
with the great word of invitation and promise, vv. 37, 38. 
The solemnity of this coming forth is also intimated in E i rn+ 
ICE£ (He stood there) and in [,cpaEE (see on ver. 28). - U.v n<; 

o,,Jrf-, ,c.-r.'A..J denoting spiritual need1 and spiritual satisfaction, 
as in iv. 15, in the conversation with the Samaritan woman, 
and in vi. 3 5 ; Matt. v. 6. We are not told what led Jesus 
to adopt this metapho1-ical expression here. There was no need 
of anything special to prompt Him to do so, least of all at a 
feast so joyous, according to Plutarch, Symp. iv. 6. 2, even so 
bacchanalian in its banquetings. Usually, a reason for thl' 
expression has been found in the daily libations which were 
offered on the seven feast days (but also on the eighth, accord
ing to R Juda, in Succah iv. 9), at the time of the morning 
sacrifice, when a priest fetched water in a golden pitcher con
taining three logs from the spring of Siloam, and poured this, 
together with wine, on the west side of the altar into two per
forated vessels, amidst hymns of praise and music. See Dachs, 
Siiccah, p. 3 6 8. Some reference to this libation may be sup
posed, because it was one. of the peculiarities of the feast, even 
on the hypothesis that it did not take place upon the eighth 
day, derived either from the old idea of pouring out water (1 
Sam. vii 6; Hom. Od. µ. 362, al., so De Wette); or, according 

I Luther : "a. benrtfelt longing, yea, n troubleu, sad, awukened, stricken con• 
■cience, a despairing, trembling henrt, that would know how it co.n be with Gou.,. 

y 
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to the Rabbis (so also Hengstenberg), from Isa. xii. 3, a passage 
which contains the words sung by the people during the 
libation. But any connection of the words of Jesus with this 
libation is all the more doubtful, because He is speaking of 
drinking, and this is the e,ssential element of His declaration. 
Goo.et arbitrarily interpoiates : " He compares Himself with 
the water from the 1·ock in the wilderne,ss, and represents Him
self as this true rock" (comp. 1 Cor. x. 4). 

Ver. 3 8. The 7rlvHv is brought about by faith ; hence the 
statement progresse,s: a '1T'UTTEvwv, 1'.T.X. -1'a06'r; EL'TT'Ev ~ ryp.] 
is simply the formula of quotation, and cannot belong to o 
'1T'UTTEvwv Elr; lµ,( as if it denoted a faith which is conformable 
to Scripture (Chrysostom, Theophylact, Euthymius Zigabenus, 
Calovius, and most) ; o 7r1u-r., on the contrary, is the nomina
tive absolute (see on vi. 39), and 1'a06'r; t:L'TT'EV, 1'.-r.>..., belongs 
to the following 7rornµ,ol, etc., the words which are described 
as a declaration of Scripture. There is no exactly correspond
ing passage, indeed, in Scripture ; it is simply a free quotation 
harmonizing in thought with parts of various passages, espe
cially Isa. xliv. 3, Iv. 1, !viii 11 (comp. also Ezek. xlvii 1, 
12; Zech. xiii 1, xiv. 8; Joel iii 1, 23; but not Cant. 
iv. 12, 15). Godet refers to the account of the rock in the 
wilderness, Ex. xvii. 6, Num. xx. 11 ; but this answers 
neither to the thing itself (for the subject is the person 
drinking) nor to the words. To thmk in particular of those 
passages in which mention is made of a stream flowing from 
the temple mount, the believer being represented as a living 
temple (Olshausen), is a gloss unwarranted by the context, 
and presents an inappropriate comparison (l(oi'71.[ar;). This last 
is also in answer to Gieseler (in the Stud. u. Krit. 18 2 9, p. 
138 f.), whom Lange, L. J. II. p. 945, follows. To imagine 
some apocryphal or lost canonical saying (Whiston, Semler, 
Paulus; comp. also Weizsacker, p. 518; Bleek, p. 234, and 
in the Stud. u. Krit. 1853, p. 331), .or, as Ewald does, a frag
ment of Proverbs no longer extant, or of some such similar 
book, is too bold and unnecessary, considering the freedom with 
which passages of Scripture are quoted and combined, and 
the absence of any other certain trace in the discourses of 
Jesus of extra-canonical quotations, or of canonical quotations 
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not now to be found in the 0. T. ; although, indeed, the 
characteristic ltc T7J<; ,cotXla,; avTO'u itself occurs in none of 
the above-named places, which is certainly surprising, and not 
to be explained by an inappropriate reference to Cant. vii. 3 
(Hengstenberg). But this expression, "out of his body," con
sidering the connection of the metaphor, is very natural ; the 
water which he drinks becomes in his body a spring from 
which streams of living water flow, i.e. the divine grace and 
truth which the believer has received out oj Christ's fulness into 
his inner life, does not remain shut up w1:thin, but will com
rnunicate itself in abundant measure as a life-giving stream to 
others, and thus the new divine life overflows from one indi
vidual on to others. As represented in the metaphor, these 
'iT'OTaµ,ol take their rise from the water which has been drunk 
and is in the KotXta, and flow forth therefrom in an oral 
effusion; 1 for the effect referred to takes place in an outward 
direction by an inspired oral communication of one's own 
experience of God's grace and truth ('TT'tU'TEvoµ,Ev, o,o tca't i\aXoii
p,Ev, 2 Cor. iv. 13). The mutual aud inspired intercourse of 
Christians from Pentecost downwards, the speaking in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, the mutual edification in 
Christian assemblies by means of the charismata even to the 
speaking with tongues, the entire work of the apostles, of a 
Stephen and so on, furnish an abundant historical commentary 
upon this text. It is clear, accordingly, that ,coi"'A.la does not, 
as is usually supposed, denote the inner man, man's heart 
(Prov. xx. 27; Ecclus. xix. 12, li. 21 ; LXX. Ps. xl. 9, fol
lowing A. ; comp. the Latin viscera), but must be left in its 
literal meaning "belly," in conformity with the metaphor 
which determines the expression.2 The flowing forth of the 

1 Comp. Ip•~•!'"'• Matt. xiii. 85. 
2 Already Chrysostom and his followers took • .,),;.,r as equivalent to ,..,p'/i,.,, ; 

a confounding of the metaphor with its import. Hofmann's objection (Schrift
bew. II. 2, p. 18), "that the water here meant does not go into the belly at o.11," 
rests solely upon the same confusion of the figure with its meaning. According 
to the figure, it comes into the ,..,A;,. because it is drunk, and this drinking is in 
like me.nner figv.1·ative. When Hofmann finds indicated in the word even o. spring• 
ing place of the Holy Spirit witliin tlie body, he cannot get rid of the idea of some
thing within the body as being implied in ,..,).:a., because the text itself presents 
this figure as being in harmony with tho.t of the drinking ; unless, indeed, the 
concrete expression is to ghe way to an excgetico.l prudery foreign to the text 
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water, moreoYer, is not to be understood as somethincr operatin<Y 
"' 0 

upon the subject hirnself only (B. Crusius: "his whole soul, 
r'rom its very depth, shall have a continual quickening and 
satisfaction," comp. Maier), but as describing an efficacy in an 
outwa1·d, direction, as EK -r. ,co,>... shows, and therefore is not 
the same as the similar passage, chap. iv. 14. If we join 
o 1rw-r. el<; lµ,i with mvfro,, avTov must refer to Christ ; and 
this is the meaning that we get: " He that thirsteth, let him 
come to me; and he that believeth in me, let him drink of me : 
for to me refers what the Scriptme hath said concerning a 
river which shall flow forth from Jehovah in the time of the 
Messiah." So Hahn, Tkeol. d. N. T. I. p. 229 f., and Gess, 
Pers. Chr. p. 166. But against this it is decisive, first, that 
he who believes on Jesus has already drunk of Him (vi. 
3 5 ), and the call to come and drink must apply not to the 
believer, but to the thirsty ; and secondly, that the expres
sion EK TrJ<; ,co,-X,lac; avTov would be unnecessary and un
meaning, if it referred to Jesus, and not to him, who has 
performed the 'TrLVf.T(J) (Nonnus, Ou1- 7a<npo<; EKElvov). -VOOJfl 

twv, as in iv. 10; twv-ro<; o~, ~"fOVV aE~ EVEP"fOVVTO<;, aEi-

1av17-rov, Euthymius Zigabenus.-Observe further the 1ro-raµ,o, 

emphatically taking the lead and standing apart ; " not in 
spoonfuls, nor with a. pipe and tap, but in full streams," 
Luther. 

Ver. 39. Not an interpolated gloss (Scholten), but an ob
servation by John in explanation of this saying. He shows 
that Jesus meant that the outward effect ot which He spoke, 
the flowing forth, was not at once to occur, but was to com
mence upon the reception of tke Spirit after His glor?'.-/i,cation. 
He,-seli-evidently, and, according to the ov lµ,EX'A.ov, un
doubtedly meaning the Holy Spirit,-He it was who would 
cause the streams of living water to flow forth from them. 
J 0hn'.c; explanation, as proceeding from inmost experience, is 

itself, and is to be blotted out at pleasure. K.,,.;,. in no passage of the N T. 
m.ea.ns anything else than body, belly. -Strangely out of kerping with the unity 
of the figure, Lange, folJowing Bengel (comp. also Weizsacker), now finds in 
,,..,,.;,,, an allusion to the belly of the golden pitcher (see on vcr. 37), and Godet to 
the inner holww of the rock whence the water flowed, so that 1,. ..-. ''°'"· ,.;, .. ,;; 
corresponds with m1ir.:,, EL xvii. 6. So inventive is the longing after typP.s I .... 



CIIAP. Vll. 89. 341 

correct, because the principle of Christian activity in the 
church, especially in its outward workings, is none other than 
the Holy Spirit Himself; and He was not given until after 
the ascension, when through Him the believers spoke with 
tongues and prophesied, the apostles preached, and so on. 
Such overllowings of faith's power in its outward working did 
not take place before then. The objection urged against the 
accuracy of John's explanation, that pEu<Tov<Tw may be a 
relative future only, and is not to be taken as referring to 
that outpouring of the Spirit which was first to take place at 
a future time (De Wette), disappears if we consider the strong 
expression 'Tf'OTaµ,ol, K,.T.X., ver. 38, to which John gives due 
weight, inasmuch as he takes it to refer not simply to the 
power of one's own individual faith upon others, so far as that 
was possible previous to the outpouring of the Spirit, but to 
something far greater and mightier-to those streams of new 
life which flowed forth from the lips of believers, and which 
were originated and drawn forth by the Holy Ghost. The 
strength and importance of the expression (7rornµol, K,.T.X.) 
thus renders it quite unnecessary to supply 'Tf'OTE or the like 
after pEu<Tov<Tw (in answer to Lticke); and when Lticke calls 
John's explanation epexegetically right, but exegetically incor
rect, he overlooks the fact that John does not take the living 
water itself to be the Holy Ghost, but simply says, regarding 
Christ's declaration as a whole, that Jesus meant it of the 
Holy Spirit, leaving it to the Christian consciousness to think 
of the Spirit as the Agens, the divine charismatic motive power 
of the streams of living water. - It remains to be remarked 
that the libation at the feast of Tabernacles was interpreted 
by the Rabbis as a symbol of the outpouring of the Spirit 
(sec Lightfoot); but this is all the less to be connected with 
the words of Jesus and their interpretation, the more uncertain 
it is that there is any reference in the words to that libation ; 

37 ,, ' • A ] d • see on ver. . - ov'Tf'w ,yap 'YJ" 'Tf'Vfvµa non ir,m enini 
aderat (i. 9), furnishing the reason for the ov lµEX'Xov Xaµ
(3&11Ew as the statement of what was still future. The ~v, 
" He was p1·esent" (upon earth), is appropriately elucidated 
by OfOoµbov (Lachmann ; see on Acts xix. 2) ; Jesus alone 
possessed Him in His entire fulness (iii 34). The absolute 
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expression olnr(J) ,jv is not, therefore, to be weakened. as if 1t 

were relative (denoting merely an increase which put out of 
consideration all former outpourings), as Hengstenberg and 
Bruckner take it, but "at the time when Christ preached He 
promwed the Holy Spirit, and therefore the Holy Spirit was 
not yet there," Luther. Comp. Flacius, Clav. II. p. 326: 
" sc. pr{V/Jala1n datus. Videtur negari substantia, cum tamen 
accidens negetur." See also Calvin. For the rest, the state
ment does not conflict with the action of the Spirit in the 
0. T. (Ps. li 13; 1 Sam. xvi 12, 1:3), or upon the prophets 
in particular (2 Pet. i. 21; Acts :xxviii 25, i. 16); for here 
the Spirit is spoken of as the principle of the specifically 
Christian life. In this characteristic definiteness, wherein He 
is distinctively the '1rJ/Evµa XptuTov, the 'TT'V. ri)i, E'TT'a•·rte'A.lai, 
(Eph. i 13), Tiji, vioOeutai, (Rom. viii. 15), ri)i, xapt-ro~ 
(Heb. x. 29), the appa/3wv ri)~ ICAiTJpovoµ{ai, (Eph. i 14), the 
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead (Rom. viii 11), 
and according to promise was to be given after Christ's exalta
tion (Acts ii 33), He was not yet present; just as also, 
according to i 1 7, grace and truth first came into e,xi,stence 
through Christ. The reason of the oinrCAJ ~v is: "because Jesus 
was not yet glorified." He must through death return to 
heaven, and begin His heavenly rule, in order, as uuvOpovo<; 
with the Father, and Lord over all (xvii. 5 ; 1 Cor. xv. 25), 
as Lord also of the Spirit (2 Cor. iii 18), to send the Spirit 
from heaven, xvi 7. This sending was the condition of the 
subsequent eivai (adesse). "The outpouring of the Spirit was 
the proof that He bad entered upon His supra-mundane state" 
(Hofmann, Schriftbeweis, I. p. 19 6) ; and so also the office of 
the Spirit to glorify Christ (xvi 14) presupposes, as the con
dition of its operation, the commencement of the SoEa of 
Christ. Till then believers were dependent upon the personal 
manifestation of Jesus ; He was the possessor of that Spirit 
who, though given in His fulness to Christ Himself (iii 34), 
and though operating through Him in His people (iii. 6, vi. 
6 3 ; Luke ix. 5 5), was not, until after Christ's return to glory 
(Eph. iv. 7, 8), to be given to the faithful as the Paraclete 
and reJ_Jresentative of Christ for the carrying on of His work 
See chap. xiv.-xvi. Chap. xx. 21, 22 does not contradict 
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this; see in loc. The thought of an identity 1 of the glorified 
Christ with the Holy Spirit might easily present itself here 
(see on 2 Cor. iii. 1 7 ; and likewise Gess, Pers. Ghr. p. 15 5). 
But we must not, with De W ette, seek for the reason of the 
statement in the receptivity of the disciples, who did not attain 
to a pure and independent development of the germ of spirit 
within them until the departure of Jesus ; the text is against 
this. As little can we regard the u&.p~ of Christ as a limita
tion of the Spirit (Luthardt), or introduce the atonement 
wrought through His death as an intervening event (Messner, 
Lelm d. Ap. p. 342; Hengstenberg and early writers); because 
the point lies in the So~a of Christ (comp. Godet and Weiss, 
Lehrbegr. p. 286 f.), not in His previous death, nor in the 
subjective preparation secured by faith. This also tells 
against Baeumlein, who understands here not the Holy Spirit 
objectively, but the Spirit formed in believers by Him, which 
To 'TT'vevµa never denotes, and on account of }..aµ/javELv cannot 
be the meaning here. 

Vv. 40-43. 'E,c TOIJ IJxXov ovv a/COVCTtlVTES' TWV /\.O"fWV 

TOVTwv (see the critical notes), IC.T.A. Now, at the close of all 
Christ's discourses delivered at the feast (vv. 14-39), these 
verses set before us the various impressions which they pro
duced upon the people with reference to their estimate of 
Christ's person. "From among the people, many, afte1· they hacl 
heard these words, now said," etc. With J,c Toii oxXov we must 
supply Ttves-, as in xvi. 1 7 ; Buttmann, N. T. (h. p. 13 8 
[E. T. p. 15 9] ; Xen. ]l{,:,m. iv 5. 2 2 ; and Bornem. in loc. 
By o 7rpocp~T1JS-, as in i. 21, is meant the prophet promised 
Deut. xviii. 15, not as being himself the Messiah, but a 
prophet preceding Him, a more minute description of whom is 
not given.-µ~ ,yap J,c T. Tax., ,c.T.A.] "and yet surely the 
Messiah does not come out of Galilee ? " Tap refers to the asser
tion of the d,X).oi, and assigns the reason for the contradiction 

I Tholuck. "the Spirit communicated to tlie faitJ,ful, as the Son of man Himse'J 
glorified into Spirit." Phil. iii. 21 itselt speaks decisively enough ngainst such 
a view. Worner, Verlialtn. d. Gei.stes, p. 57, speaks in a similo.r way of "the 
elevation 01 Christ's flesh into the form of the Spirit itsell;" etc. Baur, on the 
contrary, N. T. Theol. p. 385, says: "Not until His death wo.s the Spirit, 
hitherto identical with Him, scparnted from His person in ordor that it might 
operato o.a an independent princi1ilc." 
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of it w11ich oi 8~ e"A.E"{ov indicates. See Hartung, Partikell. 1 
4 7 5 ; Baeumlein, Partik. p. 7 3. Christ's birth at Bethlehem was 
unknown to the multitude. John, however, records all the 
various opinions in a purely objective manner; and we must 
not suppose, from the absence ot' any correction on his part, 
that the birth at Bethlehem was unknown to the evangelist 
himself (De W ette, Weisse, Keim ; comp. Scholten). Baur 
(p. 1G9) employs this passage and ver. 52 in order to deny 
to the author any histo1-ical interest in the composition of his 
work This would be to conclude too much, for every reader 
could ot himself and from his own knowledge supply the 
correction.-~ rypacfni] Mic. v. 1; Isa. xi. 1; Jer. xxiii. 5. 
- 01rov ,jv ..::1.] where IJavi,d was. He was born at Bethlehem, 
and passed his youth there as a shepherd, 1 Sam. xvi -A 
division therefore ( EICQ.ITTOV µepov~ cf,,'A.ovftlCOVVTO~, Euthymius 
Zigabenus) took place among the people concerning Him. 
Comp. ix. 16, x. 19; 1 Cor. i 10; Acts xiv. 4, xxiii. 7; 
Herod. vii. 21 9 : ,cal CT<pfWV euxttoVTO oi ryvwµat. Xen. 
Sympos. iv. 5 9 ; Herod. vi 10 9 ; Eur. Hee. 119 ; and Pflugk, 
in lac. 

Yer. 44. 'Ef ahwv] Those, of course, who adopted the 
opinion last named. The contest had aroused them. T ,ve~, 
standing first and apart, has a special emphasis. " Some 
there were among the people, who were disposed," etc. -
aU,.' ovofl~, K.T.A.] according to ver. 30, through divine 
prevention (e1rexoµevo~ aop&m,,~, Euthymius Zigabenus). On 
i.1r,f3a'A.A. T. xf'ip., see on Acts xii. !.-According to De 
"\Vette (see also Luthardt), the meaning is said to be that they 
would have supported the timid officers, or would have acted 
tor them. A gloss ; according to John, they were inclined to 
an act of popular justice, independently of the officers, but it 
was not carried into effect. 

Vv. 45, 46. Ovv] therefore, seeing that no one, not even 
they themselves, had ventured to lay hands on, Jesus. - o l 
v1r7JpEh·ai] In accordance with the orders they had received 
(ver. 32), they had kept close to Jesus, in order to apprehend 
Him. But the divine power and majesty of His words, which 
doubtless hindered the Ttv~~ in ver. 44 from laying hands on 
Him, made it morally impossible for the officers of justice to 
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carry oi.1t their orders, or even to find any pretext or justifica
tion for so doing ; they were overpowered. Schleiermacher, 
therefore, was wrong in inferring that they had received no 
o.fficial orders to take Him. - ToV<; ap-x,tep. "· 4iap.] by the 
non-repetition of the article, construed as one category, i.e. as 
the Sanhedrim, who must be supposed to have been assembled 
in session. When first mentioned, ver. 32, both divisions are 
distinguished with logical emphasis. See Dissen, ad Dem. 
de cor. p. 373 f. - e,ce,vot] the apxiep. "· 4iapur.; of the 
nearest subject, though remote to the writer. Winer, p. 148 
[E.T. p. 196], and Ast, ad Plat. Polit. p. 417; Lex Plat. pp. 
658,659. -Ver. 46. Th&re is a solemnity in the words wi; 
ovroi; o &v0p., in themselves unnecessary. "It is a weighty 
statement, a st1·ong word, that they thus meekly use," Luther. 
" Character veritatis etiam idiotas convincentis prae dominis 
eorum," Bengel It is self-evident that Jesus must have said 
m,ore after ver. 3 2 than John has recorded. 

Vv. 47-49. The answer comes from the Pharisees in the 
Sanhedrim, as from that section of the council who were most 
zealous in watching over the interests of orthodoxy and the 
hierarchy.-µ~ ,ca~ vµe,i;] are ye also-officers of sacred 
justice, who should act only in strict loyalty to your 
superiors. Hence the following questions: "Have any of the 
Sanhedrim believed in him, or of the Pharisees ? " The lattEr 
are specially named as the class of orthodox ancl most res-pectccl 
theologians, who were supposecl to be patterns of orthodoxy, 
apart from the fact that some of them were members of the 
Sanhedriru. - a;\.Xa] at, breaking off and leading on hastily 
to the antithetical statement that follows; Baeurulein, Partik. 
p. 15; Ellendt, Lex. Soph. I. p. 78. - o oxXoi; oho,;] those 
people there, uttered with the greatest scorn. The people 
hanging upon Jesus, " this rnob," as they regard them, aro 
there before their eyes. It is self-evident, further, that the 
speakers do not include their own official servants in the 
oxXoi;, but, on the other hand, prudently separate them with 
their knowledge from the oxXoi;. - o µ~ rytvwu,c. T. v6µov] 
because they regarded such a transgressor of the law as the 
Prophet, or the Messiah, vv. 40, 41. - e7rapaTot elut] thc!J 
a1·e ciirsed, the divine wrath is upon them ! The plural is 
justified by the collective o ox>..oi;, comp. ver. 44. The 

• y~ 
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exclamation is to be regarded merely as a. blindly passionnto 
statement 1 (Ewald) ; as a haughty outbreak of the rabies 
thcoloqica, and by no means a decree (Kuinoel and others), as 
if the Sanhedrim had now come to a 1·esolution, or at least had 
immediately, in keeping with the informal words, put in regular 
form (Luthardt) what is mentioned in ix. 22. Such an excom
munication of the llx'X.or; en masse would have been preposterons. 
Upon the unbounded scorn entertained by Jewish pride of 
learning towards the unlettered multitude (Y,~i1 Cl/), see Wet
stein and Lampe in loc.; Gfrorer in the Tub. Zeitschr. 1838, 
I. p. 130, and Jahrb. d. Heils, I. p. 240 f. -E'11'ctpaTor;] (see 
the critical notes), not elsewhere in the N. T., nor in the 
LXX and Apocrypha ; it is, however, classical 

Vv. 50, 51. The Pharisees in the Sanhedrim had expressed 
themselves as decisively and angrily against Jesus, as if His 
guilt had already been established. But Nicodemus, who had 
secretly been inclined towards Jesus since his interview with 
Him by night, now raises a protest, in which he calmly, 
plainly, and rightly points the excited doctors to the law 
itself (see Ex. xxiii 1 ; Deut. i 16, 1 7, xix. 15). - '11'por; 
avTOvr;] to the Pharisees, ver. 47. - o i1X0wv ... ahwv] 
wlw had before come to Jesus, altlwugh he was one of them ( i.e. 
of the Pharisees), iii 1. - p,TJ o v6µ,or;, tc.T.X.J The emphasis 
is on o v6µ,or; : " o\ll' law itself does not," etc. They had just 
denied that the people knew the law, and yet they were 
themselves acting contrary to the law. -Tov &v0p.] the man; 
the article denotes the person referred to in any given case ; 
see on ii 25. We are not to supply o tcplTTJr; to atcovuv 
(Dent. i 16, 1 7) and ryv<j,, for the identity of the subject is 
essential to the thought ; but the law itself is regarded and 
personified as (through the judge) examining and discerning 
the facts of the case. For a like personification, see Plato, 
de Rep. vii p. 5 3 8 D. Comp. v6uor; 'TT'ltVT<1)V /3a<nXevr; from 
Pindar in Herod. iii 38. - TI '71'otei] what he doeth, what 
the nature of his conduct is. 

Ver. 52. Thou art not surely (like Jesus) from Galilee, so 
that yo\ll' sympathy with Him is that of a fellow-countryman? 

1 Not of an argumentative character, a.a if they had inferred their disobedience, 
from their unacquaintance with the law (Ewald). Their frame of mind was not 
40 ref!tctive. 



CHAP. VII. 63, 347 

- lJT£ 7Tpo<f,fr'1}~, te.T.'X.] a prophet; not: "no very dis
tinguished prophet, nor any qreat nwmber of prophets '' (Heng
stenberg) ; nor again : " a prophet has not appeared in Galilee 
in the person oj Jesus" (Godet) ; but the appearance of any 
prophet out of Galilee is, in a general way, denied as a matter 
of history ; hence also the Perfect. The plain words can 
have no other meaning. To Godet's altogether groundless 
objection, that John must in this case have written ovoel~ 
1rpo<f,., the reference to iv. 44 is itself a sufficient answer. 
Inconsiderate zeal led the members of the Sanhedrim into 
historical error; for, apart from the unknou-n birth-places of 
many prophets, Jonah at least, according to 2 Kings xiv. 25, 
was of Galilee.1 This error cannot be removed by any 
expedient either critical 2 or exegetical ; still it cannot be 
used as an argument against the genuineness of the Gospel 
(Bretschneider), for there was all the less need to add a 
correction of it, seeing that it did not apply to Jesus, who 
was not out of Galilee. This also tells against Baur, p. 169. 
The argument in on 1rpo<f,., te.T.X., is from the general to the 
particular (" to say nothing of the Messiah I"), and is a con
clusion from a negative induction. 

Ver. 53. Belonging to the spurious section concerning the 
adulteress. "And every one went "-every one, that is, of 
those assembled in the temple-ta his own hoitse; so that the 
end of the scene described in ver. 3 7 f. is related. Chap. viii. 
1 is against the view which understands it of the members of 
the Sanhedrim, who separated without attaining their object 
(against Grotius, Lampe, etc., even Maier and Lange). Chap. 
viii. 2 forbids our taking it as referring to the pilgrims at the 
feast returning to their homes (Paulus). 

1 Not l!Jlias also, whose Thisbe lay in Gilead (see Thenius on 1 Kings xvii. 1 ; 
Fritzsche on Tobit i. 2; Kurtz, in Herzog's Encykl. III. p. 754). It is very 
doubtful, further, whether the Elkosh, whence Nahum came, was in Galilee or 
anywhere in Palestine, and not rather in Assyria (Michaelis, Eichhorn, Ewald, 
and most). Hosea came from the northern kingdom of Israel (Samaria) ; see 
Hos. vii. 1, 5. 

• By giving preference, namely, to the reading 1,-,;p,.-o:,, according to which 
only the present appearance ol a prophet in Galilee is denied (so also Tiele, Spee. 
contin. oonotationem in loc. nonnull. ev. Joh., Amsterdam 1853). This 1,-,,,,.,,.,, 
would have its support e.nd meaning only in the experience of history, becat1se 
"'°'~""'"'• without the article, is quite general, and ce.nnot mean the lllcs,;i.ili. 
This also in answer to Bneu':lllcin. 




