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PREFACE. 

"The Book of Proverbs being so peculJariy adapted to the meanest capacities, 
I would particularly recommend it to their frequent reading and diligent perusal." 
-Lowth'• Dir,cl/on, for Reading the Holy Scripture,," p. 69, 

THosE to whom the writer would desire to offer by this 
tract some little assistance, are the i~structors of the young. 
It consists chiefly of illustrations by Scripture examples of some 
of those short but very comprehensive precepts, observations 
upon human life, human nature, the dealings of God with man, 
and of men with each other, which are contained in the Book ol 
Proverbs ; the teacher being left to carry the principle further, 
as he may see fit. Fearing to make the work too large, the Author 
has not suggested any illustrations from profane history ; but the 
subject might be profitably borne in mind, as opening a useful 
and extensive field for instruction. Thus Bp. Patrick, in his 
note on Prov. xvi. I, on the need we have of double help from 
God for th~ making a happy choice, one of judging right, and the 
other afterwards of govermng events, remarks, that unless our 
judgment be ruled right, many errors happen; adding, as we 
have seen in Josiah, Zedekiah, Demosthenes, Pompey, Cicero, 
who all erred in their resolves about war ; and direful events 
followed. 

The remark of Archias, "serious things to morrow " ( see 
Rollin, bk. xii. eh. 1 ), reminds us of Prov. xx. 1 ; xxvii. I. 

As an illustration of Prov. iii. 5, 6; xv.19 (latter clause), Sir 
Matthew Hale has left it on record, when nearly 80 years old, 
as his experience, that whenever he had committed his way sin­
cerely and unreservedly unto the Lord, his path had always been 
made plain before him. 

The events of daily life around us may often suggest ihe illus­
tration of a Scripture Proverb ; and cultivating the habit of 
observing them in this view would have a beneficial influence on 
our character, tending to make God's word a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path ( Ps. cxix. I 05 ), and to preserve us in his 
fear all the day long. Prov. xxiii. 17. 
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THE_ 

BOOK OF PROVERBS, 

EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED. 

CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE BOOK OF PROVERBS, 

CONTENTS.-§ i. Design of the Book of Proverbs. § ii. Arrangement 
of its Contents. 

§ i. Design of the Book of Proverbs. 

THE leading design of this portion of God's word, is as 
stated at the beginning of it, to give to the young man 
knowledge and discretion ( eh. i. 4), which it especially 
directs him to seek by attention to the pious instructions of 
his parents (eh. i. 8; vi. 20. 23), and the precepts of 
heavenly wisdom (eh. i. 20-23). 

It is indeed a storehouse of practical wisdom. It is 
a guide to his affections (eh. iv. 6. 23), to guard him against 
those temptations to which youth is most exposed ( eh. i. 
10; ii. 16-19; v. 1-14; vi. 24-35; vii. 5-2i ; ix. 
13-18; xxiii. 26-35; xxix. 3), and to direct him 
with regard to his settlement in life, by pointing out the 
advantages of a wise ( eh. xiv. 1 ; xix. 14 ; xxxi. 10-31 ), 
the evils ofa wrong choice (eh. xi. 22; xix. 13; xxi. 9. 19; 
xxv. 24 ; xxvii. 15, 16). It moreover gives him that 
knowledge of the world, which will abundantly supply his 
want of experience, and guide his feet into the way of 
peace in his intercourse with it, teaching him what to ex­
pect and how to act under the ever-varying circumstances 
in which he may be placed. 

But though so especially recommended to the young, the 
book of Proverbs furnishes rules for the government of 
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6 DESIGN OF THE DOOK OF PIIOVERDS, [ CHAP, I 

families, cities, kingdoms. Out of the vast treasures of learn­
ing left us in this small volume, the best advice is fur­
nished to princes, connsellors, judges, and other public minis­
ters, to all sorts of subjects in their several relations, and 
in every condition; to make them both pious and politic ; 
to direct them in the choice of their comforts, in the educa­
tion of their children, in the management of domestic affairs, 
and in their transactions with other men ; in contracting or 
conducting their friendships, in giving or taking good coun­
sel and reproof, in making or preserving peace, ,in judging 
of men, and of the event of their designs. This book bri­
dles the injurious tongue, corrects the wanton eye, and ties 
the unjust hands in chains. It persecutes sloth, chastises 
all absurd desires, teaches prudence, raises men's courage, 
and represents temperance and chastity after such a fashion, 
that one cannot but have them in veneration ;-and thus 
is, as Basil says, an universal direction for all.men, and for 
the whole of life. It, moreover, ·not only gives such uni­
versal directions, but enforces attention .to them from those 
motives which can alone secure obedience to them, such as 
the authority of God (eh. xvi. 6), his exact notice -of all 
men's ways and hearts (eh. v. 21; ·xv. 11), the rewards 
which attend righteousness (eh. xi. 18), and the punish­
ments which follow wickedness, by his just appointment, 
both in this world and the.next (eh. xix. 29; .xxiii. 17-19; 
xxvi. 10).-See Lowth~s Directions for Reading Holy 
Scripture, and ·Bp. Patrick. 

The terms ' wisdom ' and ' knowledge' ;being sometimes 
applied to that -which perverts rather than -improves the 
mind, it is very important .to observe that Solomon, the 
writer of this book, lays down. this as the foundation of all 
his instructions, " The fear of the Lord is the beginning ,of 
knowledge" (eh. i. 7), that without which all other know­
ledge is vain and useless ; and, again," The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom " ( eh. ix. I 0 ), that the very 
first and indeed principal thing that .is .to be instilled into 
all men's minds, without which they will learn nothing else, 
is a religious sense of the Divine Majesty, and an awful 
regard towards Him. There can be no virtue in our inter­
course with our fellow-creatures, where this is wanting as 
the motive of action a, 

a " Intellectual _a,tta.i.omentB and habits are no . security for good 
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There are some instances where the term 'fool' is uRed to 

express one of weak intellect, as Prov. xxvi. 12; xxix, 
20; but generally when in this book folly and fools are 
spoken of, it emphatically refers to the transgression of 
God's -law ; as, of all folly, that is the most foolish. 

The great design of Holy Scripture is, to make us wise 
unto salvation b, It shows the necessity for salvation ; it 
explains the nature of that salvation ; and becomes, as the 
instrument of the SpiDit, the ,power of God to salvation 
to every one that believeth 0

, In the gradual developement 
of.this ,object, the book of Proverbs bears its part. The 
nature and consequences of sin are so.described, as strongly 
to-imply our need of that salvation which Christ has wrought 
out for us. See chaps. i. 24, &c.; xvi. 5; xxi. 4; xxiv. 9, 
&c. ; vii. 27. 

From the depravity of human nature, from man's inability 
to cleanse his own heart, and from his strong tendency to 
self-deception, as alluded to in chaps. xx. 9 ; xvi. 2, &c., is 
inferred :his need of the sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit; and though it was reserved to the New Testament 
fully to e:X:hibit his office, the Spirit of God is alluded to in 
eh. i. '23. 

Whether-the sacred writer intended expressly to prophesy 
of the Messiah, or whether the Israelites would generally 
consider him as the speaker, needs not to be determined; but 
with the light which the New Testament throws on the 
subject, it has .been remarked by -Bp. Patrick, that the de­
scription of wisdom ·contained in Prov. i. 20-23 ; viii. and 
ix., is expressed in -such magnificent language, that the an­
cient Christians thought the application was to the wisdom 
revealed to us·in the Gospel by the Son ofGod,-nay, to the 
Son of·God Himself, the eternal WORD and WJSDOM of the 
·Father. It ·may confirm this view -of the subject, by com­
paring Prov. viii. 22, with John i. 1; xiv. 10. 

It is said also, in Prov. viii. 23, "I was set up from 

conduct, unless they are supported by religious principles. Without 
religion the highest endowments of intellect can only render the 
possessor more dangerous, if he he ill disposed ; if well disposed, 
only more unhappy."-SooTHEY. 

b 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
c Rom. i. 16. Eph. vi. 17: John xvii. 17. l Pet. i. 23. 
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8 ARRANGEMENT O'F ITS CONTENTS, [cllAP, I, 

e,•erlasting." This description remarkably agrees with Mi­
cah's prophecy of the birth of Christ, (eh. v. 2,) quoted in 
Matt. ii. 6, which declares his goings forth to have been 
from of old, from everlasting ; and agrees also with our 
Lord's declaration of Himself as the first and the last, who 
had glory with the Father before the world was, whom the 
Father loved before the foundation of the world. Rev. i. 
1 i. John xvii. 5. 21. 

Bp. Hall has also the following comment on Prov. ix. 
1-6, compared with Matt. xxii. 2-14. Luke xiv.16-24: 
"The Son of God, who is the eternal wisdom of the Father, 
hath built his house, the Church of God; He hath laid sure the 
foundations of it ; and hath hewn out all the pillars thereof. 
He hath instituted all his holy orclinances, whereby He may 
feed np the souls of men to everlasting life. He bath sent 
forth his holy and zealous messengers to invite men to these 
sacred mysteries." It thus appears, that in the book of 
Proverbs, though its chief design is to guide us in our inter­
course with our fellow-creatures, an illustration is never­
theless afforded of the harmony of the Old and New Testa­
ment, on that which is the great subject of both, namely, 
Salvation by Christ, " who is the end of the law (Rom. x. 
4), the body or substance of the ceremonial shadows (Col. 
ii. 1 i. Heh. x. 1 ), the centre of the prophecies (Acts x. 
43. Rev. xix. 10), the spirit and soul of the whole, both 
of the Old and the New Testament." 

Though life and immortality were brought to light by 
the Gospel, yet, as in other parts of the Old Testament, so 
in this book, the dawn of this great truth appears. Thus, 
Prov. xiv. 32, refers to the hope of the righteous in their 
death ; chap. xii. 28, to their exemption from the second or 
eternal death; and chap. iv. 18, xv. 24, to the future glory 
awaiting them in heaven, the anticipation of which has ever 
formed a motive to holy obedience in God's people while 
on earth. Heh. xi. 16. Seep. 40, on Prov. viii. 36. 

§ ii. Arrangement of its Contents. 

In reference to the arrangement of the contents of the 
book of Proverbs, Bp. Hopkins remarks, "We are not gene­
rally to expect any connexion either of sense or sentences 
in it. Other parts of Scripture are like a rich mine, where 
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the precious ore runs along in one continued vein, but this 
is like a heap of pearls, which, though they are loose and 
unstrung, are not, therefore, the less excellent and 
valu:i.ble." 

This book may, however, be thus divided into five 
parts : 

Part 1, is a sort of preface extending from eh. i. to ix., 
the teacher giving his pupil a connected series of admoni­
tions, cautions, and encouragements, to the study of 
wisdom. This part, says Bp. Lowth, " is varied, elegant, 
sublime, and truly poetical; the order of the subject is in 
general excellently preserved, and the parts are very aptly 
connected." 

Part 2, from chapter x. to xxii. 16, comprises what may 
be more strictly called Proverbs, namely, unconnected sen­
tences expressed with much neatness and simplicity. 

Part 3, reaches from chapter xxii. 17, to xxiv., in which 
the teacher renews his connected admonitions to the study 
of wisdom. 

Part 4, extends from chapter xxv. to xxix. It contains 
Proverbs supposed to have been selected from some larger 
collection of Solomon, by the men of Hezekiah, that is, by 
the prophets whom he employed to restore the service and 
writings of the Jewish Church ; as Eliakim, and J oah, and 
Shebna, and. probably Hosea, and Micah, and even Isaiah. 
This part, like the second, consists of unconnected Een­
tences. 

Part 5, comprises the two last chapters, xxx. and xxxi. 
The first of these contains the wise observations :ind in­
structions delivered by Agur to his pupils Ithiel and Ucal; 
and the other, the excellent lessons addressed to king 
Lemuel by his mother. The description she gives (Prov. 
xxxi. 10-31) of a virtuous woman, as a guide to him in 
the choice of a wife, consists of t~enty-two verses, each 
beginning with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in order, 
and hence by some has been considered as a separate 
poem. 
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10 THE NATURE OF A PROVERB, [ CIIAl', II, 

CHAPTER II. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF l'llOVERDS, 

Co:<TF.XTS.-§ i. The Naturo of a P1-overb, § ii. On'the lnterp1·ebl.­
tion of Figures. § iii, Parts of a P1-overb to be compa1·ed, § iv. 
General terms sometimes to be limited, ·§ v. The interpretation 
of a ·Pro,·erb not alway,s to be confinod to the immediate subject. 
§ ,·i. Context-sometimes a-guide in I.he intc1·pretation of a Prove1•b, 

§ i. The Nature of a Proverb. 

A PROVERB, strictly speaking, is .a short moral sentence, 
which means something further than what the words literally 
imply. It is "as apples of gold in a net-work of silverd," 
grave and profuund sentiment, the truth of which acquires 
additional beauty .when partially:discovered through the veil 
of elegant fiction and imagery. But most of Solomon's pro­
verbs are rather to be called maxims .or sentences. The 
distinction between a proverb, strictly so called, and a 
maxim, or sentence, may be thus illustrated : W.hen Solo­
mon says, " Trust in the Lord .with .all thine heart, and 
lean not to thine-own ,understanding•," this is no -proverb, 
but a moral sentence. When he says, " Drink waters out 
of thine own cistern r;" this is a proverb ; and it means, 
meddle not with that which belongs to anotheF, 

The characteristic feature of:this kind of writing is bre­
vity, much thought in a small compass ; as in a seed is 
contained the whole,power of vegetation which is to produce 
the tree. And the obscurity attendant on ".these words 
of the wise, and their dark sayings," is not altogether with­
out its uses. It-whets the understanding, excites an appe­
tite for knowledge, and keeps alive the attention by the 
labour of the investigation, giving an increased pleasure 
to the discovery of truth, •by having called forth our efforts 
to attain it. See Bp. Lowth on the Poetry of the Hebrews, 
Leet, xxiv. 

To assist these efforts, the following suggestions are 
offered on the interpretation of Proverbs. 

d Bishop Lowth thus interprets Prov. xxv. 11, which is very 
similar to that of Bishop Patrick : " Like golden balls, or beautiful 
apples, presented in a ailver net-work basket." 

e Prov. iii.:;, f Prov. v. 15. 
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§ ii. On the Interpretation of Figures 

Many errors in the interpretation of Scripture arise from 
.the abuse of its figurative language. We must, therefore, 
be on our guard, 

1. Not to take that literally which was meant figura­
tively. Thus, referring to the commandments of God, it 
is said, Prov. vii. 3, Bind them wpon thy fingers, &c. It 
might seem sufficiently evident that Solomon could not 
mean this precept to be understood litera11y, any more than 
the next expression, which frequently occurs: "Write 
them on the table of thine heart." Yet it was on such texts 
(see Exod. xiii. 16. Deut. vi. 8; 11:i. 18) that the Pharisees 
founded the practice of binding on their foreheads phylac­
teries, or slips, with particular precepts of the law inscribed 
upon them.-Dr. Durell . 

. 2. The same figure being used to illustrate different 
subjects, the meaning of the figure in each case must be 
determined by the subject. 

Thus, Prov. xxv. 27. It is not good to eat much honey; a 
proverb guarding against being over-solicitous of the good 
opinion of our fellow-creatures, see page 34. Whereas 
it is said, Prov. xxiv. la, Eat thou honey because it is 
good. This proverb, as appears from the next verse 
(14), refers to heavenly wisdom, of which we can never 
have too much. Honey was found in great plenty in the 
fields and woods in Judea (1 Sam. xiv. 25, 26; Matt. iii. 
4). See page 33. 

Again, Prov. xxv. 16. Hast thou found honey? eat so 
much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, 
and vomit it. By honey is here to be understood, not only 
all delicious meats, but all present and worldly delights, 
which we are here taught to use with moderation.-Poole. 
An application of the proverb is made in the next verse 
( eh. xxv. 1 7), in reference to unseasonable and too fre­
quent visiting, which may occasion in your friend disgust, 
as men are apt to loathe even honey immoderately taken; 
or as an Asiatic proverb expresses it, "Visiting your 
neighbour is no crime, but your visits should not be 
so often repeated as to induce him to say to you, It is 
enough." 
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12 PARTS OF A PRO\'ERB TO BE COMPARED, [cnAP, II, 

§ iii. Parts of a Proce·1·b to be compa,·ed. 

1. Make one part of a proverb a comment on the other, 
as a guide to the true sense of the whole. • 

Prov. xii. 20. Deceit is in the heart of them tl,at imagine 
evil, but to tl,e counsellors of peace is joy. Deceit and joy 
being here contrasted, we infer that the deceit referred to 
is self-deceit, in the sorrow which (contrary to their expecta­
tions) they bring upon themselves, who think to profit by 
promoting dissensions and divisions. Korah (Num. xvi.), 
Abimelech (Judges ix.), and Absalom (2 Sam. xv. 6; 
xviii. 15), were in this sense self-deceivers; and Jonathan 
(1 Sam. xix. 4-7), and Abigail (1 Sam. xxv.), counsellors 
of peace, who must have rejoiced in the success of their 
efforts. 

Prov. xxvi. 4. Answer not a fool according to his folly, 
&c. The next verse is, Answer a fool according to his 
folly, &c., but a little attention to the reason given in each 
case removes the seeming contradiction. 

We ought not to answer a fool according to his folly, so 
as to be like him ; (i. e.) so as to betray, in the manner of 
answering him, the same evil temper which he showed. 
This Mcses did at Meribah g ; and David in his answer to 
N abal h; and the men of Judah and Israel in their disputes 
about David i, Seep. 183. 

We ought to answer a fool according to his folly, lest he 
be wise in his own conceit; (i. e.) we ought to answer him 
in such a manner as to expose his folly. Thus David an­
swered Goliath i, and Job answered his wife k; and our 
blessed Lord's life affords abundant instances: as when the 
ruler of the synagogue and the lawyers charged Him with 
the sin of Sabbath-breaking 1 

; when He was attacked by 
the Scribes and Pharisees because his disciples transgressed 
the tradition of the elders rn; when they desired of Him a 
sign from heaven"; when they questioned the authority by 
which He acted O

; and when they inquired of Him as to the 
lawfulness of giving tribute to Cresar P, • 

i; Numb. xx. 12. 
Ps. cvi. 33. 

h I Sam. xxv. 21, 22. 
i 2 Sam. xix. 41-43. 
i I Sam. xvii. 45. 
k Job ii. 10. 

I Luke xiii. 15; xiv. 5, 6. 
rn Matt. xv. 2. 
n Matt. xvi. 1-4. 
o Matt. xxi. 23-27, 
P Matt. xxii. 16, &c. 
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Attention to the context, that is, to what goes before or 
follows nny particular verse or chapter (so important as a 

• general rule in the interpretation of Scripture), is, however, 
of comparatively little use in the book of Proverbs. But 
then, as Dr. Hunt has observed," this book has a method of 
its own, and such an one, too, as if, duly regarded, will serve 
for a clue to conduct us through the intricacies of most of 
those dark sayings, and bring us to a knowledge of a pro­
verb and the interpretation thereof; and it is this,-almost 
all proverbs are divided into two parts, which naturally ex­
plain each other." 

If the subject-matter of both parts is the same, they are 
usually connected by the particle and, and then the latter 
part is put by way of repetition and confirmation of the 
former. 

Thus Prov, iii. 13-17. Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding, ,tc. ; her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 
Here the latter clauses in each verse are repetitions and 
confirmations of the former, thus serving to give force to 
the sentiment expressed. 

If the subject-matter be different, the two parts of the 
proverb are usually connected by the particle" but," which 
denotes antithesis and opposition. Thus Prov. x. 12. 
Hatred stirreth up strifes, but love covereth all sins. That 
is, such is the difference between hatred and love, that 
where all things are quiet, hatred raises up disturbance, 
and makes men quarrel about trifles; when love pacifies 
the mind that it finds provoked by real offences, and com­
poses all those contentions for which there was but too 
much occasion.-Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. x. 23. It is as sport to a fool to do mischief, but a 
man of understanding hath wisdom. Here the first clause 
is the clue to the interpretation of the second, which might 
otherwise seem to be a truism without point, and suggests 
this as the meaning ;-that a man of understanding is too 
wise to find his pleasure in injuring others: his pleasure iP 
in the exercise of wisdom or piety, in which he takes fol 
more delight than the wicked do in mischief. 

So also Prov. xv. 8. The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his 
delight. That is, the sacrifice of the wicked, however costly 
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it mRy be, is an abomination to the Lord ; but the bare 
prayer of the upright, though he be unable to bring any 
costly offerings or sacrifices, is his delight,-Dr. Wells. 

It may be observed, however, that an ontithesis or oppo­
sition is sometimes implied when the particle " ond " has 
been used, as in the following (Prov. xix. 14), Hou,se and 
riches are the inheritance of fathers, and a prudent wife is 
from the Lord. The meaning of which, as Bp. Hall has 
remarked, is that houses and riches may be .derived to us 
by way of inheritance from our forefathers, without our 
care or endeavour ; but a prudent and virluous wife is a 
special blessing of God's immediate choosing, and therefore 
must be obtained by our prayers at the hand of the Giver. 

Prov. xix. 1. Better is tke poor that walketh in his in­
tegrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool. 
Here a contrast is implied, though not expressed, between 
the rich and the poor; mid the meaning of the proverb 
seems to be, " that a poor .man who acts sincerely, and bath 
no guile in his mouth, is far happier, and more to be com­
mended, than him that gathers great riches by fraud and 
circumvention, which he takes to be cunning, but which 
will prove folly in the end." Gregory Nazianzen applies 
it by way of accommodation, to show how commendable 
simplicity is in religion, and in inquiries of faith, as well as 
in all things else, remarking, that " the Christian of mean 
understanding and simple speech, poor in discourse, and 
reasoning, and knowledge, that walks in his simplicity, 
relies on plain simple words, is much ·better (and in this 
way will be saved as in a small cog-boat), than a fool (for 
he is no better) that knows how to wind and turn every 
way in his discourse, and most unlearnedly trusts to his 
demonstrations," &c. See Matt. xi .. 25. 1 Cor, ii. 4-6. 
14.-Bp. Patrick. 

2. Sometimes one thing is expressed in one part of a 
proverb and another in another, and yet both are to be 
understood as applying to each part of the proverb. 
Thus Prov. x. 1. A wise son maketh a glad father, but 
a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. Here, evi­
dently, both parents are to be understood in both branches; 
as a wise son will make a glad mother, and a foolish son 
will prove a heaviness to his father (eh. xix. 13); although 
one only is expressed in each branch, for the greater ele-
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gance. For parallel passages, see chapters xvii. 25 ; 
xxx. 17. 

Prov. x. 14. Wise men lay up knowledge, but the mouth 
of the foolish is near destruction. That is, wise men, by 
reading, prayer, meditation, hearing the word of God, and 
conversation with -good men, lay up knowledge whereby 
they may be enabled to speak both what and when it is 
seasonable for their own and others' good ; but fools are 
more forward to lay out than lay up, and for want of know­
ledge speak much and foolishly, so as to bring evil on 
themselves and others. Eccles. x. 12, 13. Matt. xii. 35; 
xiii. 52. 

Prov. xxviii. 25. He that is of a proud heart stirreth up 
strife; that is, as appears from the next clause, so as to 
impoverish himself and make himself miserable. 

§ iv. General terms sometimes to be limited. 

Some proverbs, though expressed in general terms, are 
yet often not to be understood without some limitation. 
Thus, 

Prov. x. 15. The destruction of the poor is their 
poverty, inasmuch as it exposes them to injuries and abuses. 
The tendency of men to despise the poor and flatter the 
rich, is also expressed Prov. xiv. 20; xix. 4. 7. • But 
sometimes poverty is a protection, as appears in the tremen­
dous judgment inflicted on the Jews by Nebuchadnezzar; 
where, we are told, he burnt every great man's house, taking 
all that had property captive, but leaving the poor of the 
land to be vine dressers, &c. 2 Kings xxv. 9. 12. See 
.page 41, on Prov. xiii. 8. 

Prov. x. 27. (See also Prov. iii. 16; ix, 11; xii. 28.) 
The fear of the Lord prolongeth days, but the years of the 
wicked shall be shortened. It is true, as a general remark, 
that wickedness, both by its own nature (Prov. v. 11) and 
by God's righteous judgment (as in the case of Hophni and 
Phineas, 1 Sam. ii. 32; iv. 11 ), brings men to an untimely 
end ; and that piety contributes both to the length and en­
joyment of life ; but Abel was murdered, and Cain's life 
prolonged q, Abijah meets an early death r, and his wicked 
father's life is prolonged to a reign of twenty-two years•. 

4 Gen. iv. r l Kings xiv. I. 13. 17. 
• I Kings xiv. 20. 



16 LIMITATION OF GENERAL TERMS, [cUAP, II, 

Though Daniel was preserved t, Na both fell a victim to his 
obedience". Pious Jonathan and apostate Saul perish in 
the same battle v: "the com is cut down with the weeds, 
but to a better purpose." God inflicting judgments in 
some instances, shows He governs the world at present ; 
by withholding them in others, He shows that He will 
judge it hereafter. 

Prov. xi. 14. Where no counsel is the people fall, but in 
the multitude of counsellors there is safety; that is, of wise 
and good counsellors. Babylon was wearied in the multi­
tude of her counsels. Isaiah xlvii. 13. Depending on 
her astrologers and worldly politicians, whose wisdom and 
knowledge only perverted her, they increased her perplex­
ities and tired her out; God, whom they neglected, thus 
taking the wise in their own craftiness. 

Prov. xi. 15. He that hateth suretiship is sure (see also 
vi. 1-5; xvii. 18; xxii. 26). This is not a condemnation 
of suretiship under all circumstances, but a strong warning 
against undertaking it rashly. 

Judah became surety to his father for his brother Ben­
jamin"', and Paul to Philemon for Onesimus '. 

Prov. xvi. 7. When a man's ways please the Lord, he 
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 'him. Thus 
Jacob after prayer found in meeting Esau r, And under 
the Old Testament dispensation, when temporal prosperity 
was promised as the reward of obedience, this was, as a 
general truth, remarkably illustrated in the history of the 
Israelites ; as, for instance, when all the males went up 
at the three great festivals to Jerusalem; though sur­
rounded with enemies, no man at that time desired their 
land z; and again, in the reigns of Solomon a, Jehoshaphat b, 

&c. Yet though David's ways pleased the Lord, Saul was 
never at peace with Him. Still more truly may this be said 
of Him who was David's Son, and David's Lord. The 
apostle also warns Timothy, that _all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution°. The meekness and 
love of the Christian character however tends to conciliate, 

t Dan. vi. 
u I Kings xxi. 13. 
v 1 Sam. xxxi. 
w Gen. xliii. 9. 
:a: Philem. 18, 19 

Y Gen. xxxiii. 4 ; x.xxii. 28. 
z Exod. xxxiv. 24. 
a 1 mngs iv. 24, 25. 
b 2 Chron. xvii. 10. 
c ll Tim. iii. 12. 
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and God not unfrcqucntly causes those graces of his Spirit 
to produce this effect. Acts ii. 17. The same general 
remarks apply to Prov. xiv. 19: The evil bow before the 
good, and the wicked at the gates of the righteous. Thus 
Pharaoh entreated the prayers of Moses (Exod. viii. 8; ix. 
27, 28; xii. 32); but Herodias succeeded in her murder 
of John the Baptist. Mark vi. 19-28. 

Prov. xvi. 10. A divine sentence is in the lips of the king. 
David d and Solomon• afford illustrations ofthis; but Saul r, 
Nebuchadnezzar g' Joash king of Judah h, Herod i, are awful 
instances to the contrary. This and the two following pro­
verbs (xvi. 12, 13) rather express the duty of kings ; and 
such modes of expression are often used in Scripture. Prov. 
xiv. 35; xxii. 11. Rom. xiii. 3, 4. Though in strange 
disregard of so obvious an interpretation, this is one of the 
texts by which the Romanists attempt to prove the infal­
libility of the Pope. 

Prov. xvii. 6. The glory of children are their fathers; 
that is, if they are wise and righteous, as was Abraham 
(Gen. xxvi. 3. 24). Wicked Gehazi brought only infamy 
on his children (2 Kings v. 27). 

Prov. xviii. 22. Whoso .ftndeth a wife, .ftndeth a good 
thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord. Manoahi found 
it so, but Ahab k did not, nor Job 1, nor Jehoram m, 

Prov. xxii. 6. Train up a child in the way he should 90, 
and when he is old he will not depart from it. Childhood 
is the seed-time of life. Good education is the foundation 
of man's happiness; and we learn from this proverb that 
pious principles instilled in youth, seldom fail of operating 
in old age. Moses, Samuel, Timothy, &c. are instances of 
it. Yet wicked Ahaz, one of the most dreadful examples 
recorded in Scripture of sin and its consequent punishment, 
was the son of a godly father 0

, and the father of a godly 
son°. Pious Hezekiah was the son of a wicked father, and 
the father of a wicked son P. Jeroboam had a pious son· 

d 2 Sam. xiv. 17. 
• l Kings iii. 28. 
f l Sam. xxii. l 7, 18. 
g Dan. iii. 19, 20. 
h 2 Chron. xxiv. 20, 21. 
i Matt. xiv. 6-10. 

Luke xxiii. 11. 

J Judges xiii. 23. 
k l Kings xxi. 25. 
I Job ii. 10. 
m 2 Kings viii. 18. 
n 2 Kings xvi. l. 
o 2 Kings ""i. 20. 
P 2 Kings xx. 21. 
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Abijahq, and Samuel n Joel and Abiah•, who turned out 
unjust judges, though ,we have no intimation, as in the case 
of Eli•, that he had been too indulgent to them. 

Prov. xxii. 29. Seest thOti a man diligent in his busi­
fless ? he shall stand before kings, he shall not stand before 
mean -men. This cannot intend that every man diligent in 
his business shall gain introduction to the court of the 
sovereign, but that there is a tendency in diligence ,to raise 
men to J1onour. See also Prov. xii. 24. As applying to 
diligence in God's service this blessing is certain. John 
xii. 26. Matt .. xxv. 21. 23. Seep. 167. 

§ v. The interpretation of a Proverb not always to be con­
fined to the immediate subject. 

The interpretation of a proverb is not always to be 
confined to the subject -which gave rise to ,the .maxim. 
Thus, Prov. xxv. 6, 7, is a direction to courtiers in their 
intercourse with kings. But our Lord, ,who evidently refers, 
in Luke xiv. 7-11, .to these verses, applies them to the 
guests at the Pharisee's table, deducing .this maxim -of ,uni­
versal application, " Whosoever exalteth :himself shall be 
abased, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted." 

So also when _we ·read, eh. x. 5, He that gathereth in 
summer is a wise son ; but he that sleepeth in harvest is a 
.,on that causeth shame ; though it refers primarily to hus­
bandry, it involves a principle generally applicable to .the 
improvement or neglect of every opportunity of doing or 
getting good. The general duty of,diligence in our calling, 
whatever that may ·be, is enforced by attention to that 
which formed the chief employ in Judea-tending flocks 
(Prov. xxvii. 23) or tilling ·1and. Prov. xii. U ; xxviii. 19. 

Prov. xi. 26. He that withholdeth corn, the people shall 
curse him ; but blessing shall be upon the head of him that 
selleth it. This may be applied to ·the use we should 
make of the gifts of God's bounty generally; not hoard 
them up merely to enrich ourselves, but bring them forth 
for the benefit of others. 

Prov. xxii. 28. Remove not the ancient landmark which 
thy fathers have set. See also xxiii. 10. What is here 
said against removing the boundaries whereby one man's 

4 1 Kings xiv. 13. r I Sam. viii. 2, 3. s 1 Sam. iii. 13. 
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possessions are distinguished from another's, and that by 
ancient consent, is applied by all sorts of writers as a cau­
tion against innovations. Melancthon says: " This precept 
is not obscure, -if it be cited allegorically for not changing 
the laws which antiquity, by grave authority, hath delivered, 
unless there be evident necessity."-Bp. Patrick. 

,Prov. xxvii. 7. The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but 
to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet. This proverb, 
taken literally, shows the advantage the poor have, in some 
respects, over the rich. Coarse fare, with a good appetite, 
gives an enjoyment to which they are strangers whose 
abundance makes them fastidious, and prevents them from 
relishing their choicest delicacies. But it may be also 
taken spiritually : see p. 189. 

Prov. xxix. 7. The righteous considereth the cause of 
the poor; but the wicked regardeth not to lcnow it. This 
has a special reference to magistrates ; but the maxim is 
equally applicable to the compassionate attention of pious 
individuals to the distresses of the poor, and the unfeeling 
disregard to them which is often shown by the wickecl.­
Bp. Patrick, Scott. See also eh. xxxi. 8, which, though 
its immediate reference is to kings, admits of a more general 
application. And again, in the adaptation of such proverbs 
as chap. iii. 9, 10; xiii. 22, to ourselves, we must re­
member that the promises of temporal blessings under the 
law wei:e shadows of spiritual blessings under the Gospel. 

§ vi, Context sometimes a Guide in the Interpretation of 
a Proverb. 

Though it has been remarked that we are not generally 
to expect any connexion of sense or sentences in the Pro­
verbs, and that attention to the context is of comparatively 
little use in the explanation of them, there are instances to 
the contrary. 

Prov. x. 1-3. Bishop Patrick remarks that verses 
2 and 3 of chapter x. may be connected with verse 1 
thus : " Let the father's care in educating his children, 
especially his sou, the heir of his family, be equal to the 
joy he shall have in their well-doing ; and let the mo­
ther beware that she does not spoil them, for she will 
have the greatest share in the heaviness which their un-
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towardness will give. This is more necessary than the 
care of heaping up riches for them, which many times tempts 
men to fraud and oppression." 

Prov. x\·ii. 18. A man void of understanding strilceth 
hand;;, a11d becometh surety in the presence of his friend, is 
fitly placed after verse I 7, A friend love!h at all times, and 
a brother is born for adversity ; to intimate, that although 
the laws of friendship oblige us to love and help our 
friends in trouble, as far as we are able, they do not oblige 
ns to become surety for them rashly. 

Prov. xxvi. 13-16. In these verses, Bishop Patrick 
remarks, there seem to be three degrees of sloth repre­
sented: the first, when a man is loath to stir out of doors 
about his business in the fields (verse 13); the second, 
when he is loath so much as to leave his bed (verse 14); 
and the third and highest, when he will scarce put his hand 
to his mouth (verse 15); by which hyperbolical expression 
he most admirably sets forth the incredible laziness of some 
men, which increases upon them continually, if they will 
not shake it off; and yet so presumptuous (he observes, 
verse 16) they are withal, that they laugh at those who 
take a great deal of pains to be wise, and fancy themselves 
much wiser, because, without any pains, they can find fault 
sometimes in other men's works. Nay, this very thing 
they think a piece of folly, to study hard, imagining it to be 
their greatest wisdom to enjoy their ease, and reap the 
benefit of other men's labours. 

CHAPTER III. 

EXPLANATION OF PROVERBS, 

Co~TE'.'Ts.-§ i. Explanation of Proverbs by Geography. § ii. By 
Natural History. § iii. By Manners and Customs of Eastern 
Nations. § iv. By the Mosaic Law. § v. Explanation of some 
particular proverbs. 

As in other parts of Scripture, so also in the book of 
Proverbs, a knowledge of geography, natural history, the 
manners and customs of eastern nations, the peculiarities of 
the Mosaic law, &c., will throw light on the interpretation 
of a passage. 
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§ i. Explanation of Proverb.~ by Geography. 

Under this term is included, not merely an account of 
the relative siluation of places, but a description of the 
climate, weather, &c., of the country. 

Prov. i. 27. And your destruction cometh as a whirlwind. 
In eastern countries so rapid and impetuous sometimes is 
the whirlwind, that it is in vain to think of flying; the 
swiftest horse or the fastest sailing ship could be of no use 
to carry the traveller out of danger. Torrents of buming 
sand roll before it, the firmament is enveloped in a thick 
veil, and the sun appears of the colour of blood. The 
Arab who conducted Mr. Bruce through the frightful deserts 
of Senaar, pointed out to him a spot among some sandy 
hillocks, where the ground seemed to be more elevated than 
the rest, where one of the largest caravans which ever came 
out of Egypt, to the number of several thousand camels, 
was covered with sand.-Paxton, vol. i. p. 269. 

The destruction of Sennacherib's army (2 Kings xix. 35) 
was probably (see verse 7, and Isaiah xxxvii. 7) by the 
blast of the hot pestilential south wind blowing from the 
deserts of Lybia, called the Simoon. 

Prov. x. 11. The mouth of a righteous man is a well of 
life. The discourse of a good man, like a perpetual spring 
of wholesome water, always tends to the profit, comfort, 
and refreshment of those who receive it. And again, Prov. 
xxv. 26, A righteous man falling down before the wicked, 
is as a troubled fountain and a corrupt spring. The mean­
ing of which is, "a good man is such a blessing to all about 
him, that they suffer no less when he is oppressed and 
thrown out of authority by the violence and craft of 
wicked men, or when he disgraces himself by any foul sin, 
or loses his courage, and dare not oppose impiety, than they 
do when dirt and filth is cast into a public fountain, or a 
spring is stopped up or corrupted, and made useless." 

It adds greatly to the force of such comparisons to know, 
that in Judea, where rivers were scarce, the heat intense, 
and there were long intervals without rain, public fountains 
and springs were of the greatest value, 2 Chron. xxxii. 3. 
John iv. 14. Seep. 181. 

Prov. xvi. 15. llisfavour is as a cloud of the latter rain. 
The first or the 11utumnal rain, before seed-time, was to 
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prepare the ground for being broken up to receive the seed; 
the latter or the vernal, before the harvest, was to fill the 
ears of corn. The latter rain was indispensably requisite 
to secure the hopes of the husbandman. This· accounts, 
therefore, for the great value which Solomon sets upon it in 
this proverb.-Paxton, vol. i. p. 257. Deut. xi. 14. Hosea 
vi. 3. Joel ii. 23. 

The remarkable effect produced by rain in those hot 
countries, is thus described by Sir T. Roe, in his voyage to 
India: " When the ground has been destitute of rain nine 
months together, and, looks all of it like the barren sand in 
the desert of Arabia, where there is not one spire of green 
grass to be found, within a few days after those fat enriching 
showers begin to fall, the face of the earth then ~as it were 
by a new resurrection) is so revived, and throughout so 
renewed, as that it is presently covered over with a green 
mantle."-Calmet's Diet. vol. iii. p. 333. 

Prov. xix. 12. But his fatJour is as dew upon the grass. 
In hot Eastern climates, where it rarely rains in summer, 
the copious dews which fall during the night, contribute 
greatly to the nourishment of vegetables in general. " The 
dew," says Hasselquist, speaking of the excessively hot 
weather in Egypt, " is particularly serviceable to the trees, 
which would never otherwise be able to resist the heat; 
but with this assistance they thrive well and blossom."­
Parkhurst. 

Prov. xx. 4. The sluggard will not plow by reason of 
the cold. In Syria they begin to plough about the latter end 
of September, and sow their earliest wheat about the middle 
of October. The frosts are never severe enough to prevent 
their ploughing all the winter.-Dr. Russell. This places 
the sloth of the sluggard in a stronger light. The evil of 
slothfulness and of the love of ease is often set forth in the 
book of Proverbs. See Prov. x. 4 ; xix. 24; xxvi. 
13-16. Sloth and self-indulgence are the bane of all 
good. 

Prov. xxvi. 1. As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, 
so honour is not seemly for a fool. So unseasonable and rare 
is rain at such times in J udrea, that Jerome, who lived long in 
Palestine, denies, in his commentary on Amos, that he had 
ever seen rain there in the end of June or in the month of 
July. "So that," as Bp. Patrick remarks," we may make 
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tl1is aphorism out of Solomon's words, that the blending of 
summer and winter would not cause a greater disorder in 
the natural world, than the disposal of honour to bad men, 
(and consequently throwing contempt upon the good,) doth 
in the moral world." 1 Sam. xii. 17. 

Prov. xxvii. 18. Whoso keepeth the fig-tree, &c. The 
design of this proverb is to encourage servants to be diligent 
and faithful. But it would not have been suggested to the 
mind of an English writer to adopt such an illustration, as 
fig-trees are very little grown in our country, and their fruit 
is of comparatively little value. In Judrea, however, the 
fig-tree is very common, and so valuable, that the failure of 
its fruit was considered among the severest judgments which 
God inflicted on his offending people. Joel i. 6, 7. Hab. 
iii. 17. See p. 192. 

Although the fig-tree delights in a rocky and parched soil, 
it contains a milky, or fat, oily liquor; and in the Archi­
pelago a single tree generally produces, if carefully attended 
to, 280 lbs; of figs.-See Pax.ton's Illust. i. 348. 

Prov. xxviii. 3. A poor man that oppresseth the poor is 
like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food. The periodical 
rains which follow the long-continued drought of summer 
in Eastern countries, sometimes occasion a. devastation un­
known in our climate. The rivers and brooks in conse­
quence overflowing their bounds, carry ruin into the most cul­
tivated districts, but especially among the dwellings of the 
poor, which, being usually built of mud, or of bricks burnt 
only in the sun, are tlie first to fall before the torrent, in­
volving the inhabitants in destruction. 

§ ii. Explanation of Proverbs by Natural History. 

Prov. vi. 6-8. Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider 
her ways, and be wise ,· which, having no guide, overseer, or 
ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her 
food in the harvest.-See also Prov. xxx. 25. 

Their uniform care and promptitude in improving every 
moment as it passes ; the admirable order in which they 
proceed to the scene of action ; the perfect harmony which 
reigns in their bands ; the eagerness which they discover 
in running to the assistance of the weak or the fatigued ; 
the readiness with which those that have no burden yield 
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the way to their fellows that bend under their load, or 
when the grain happens to be too heavy, cut it in two, 
and take the half upon their own shoulders, furnish a 
striking example of industry, benevolence, and concord 
to the human family. Nor should the skill and vigou; 
which they display in digging under ground, in buildino­
their houses, and in constructing their cells, nor thei~ 
prudence and foresight in making use of the proper seasons 
to collect a supply of provision sufficient for their purpose, 
be passed over in silence 1• 

These and many other operations clearly show how 
instructive a teacher the ant is even to men of understand­
ing, and how much reason Solomon had to hold up its 
shining example to their imitation. Go to the ant, thou 
sluggard; consider her ways, not that thou mayest become 
learned, but wise ; and especially wise in working out thy 
sah·ation, laying up durable riches while the season of 
mercy continues ; providing for that state of never-ending 
duration, wl1en, as the Saviour Himself attests, no man can 
work.-See Parkhurst.-Paxton, vol. i. p. 387. 

Prov. xvii. 12. Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a 
man rather than a fool in his folly. " The female bear is 
eminent for intense affection to her young, and dreadfully 
furious when deprived of them. Disregarding every con­
sideration of danger to herself, she attacks, with intense fe­
rocity, every animal that comes in her way, and in the bit­
terness of her heart will dare to attack even a band of 
armed men. The Russians of Kamtschatka never venture 
to fire on a young bear when the mother is near ; for, if 
the cub drop, she becomes enraged to a degree little short 
of madness, and if she gets sight of the enemy, will only 
quit her revenge with her life."-Cook's Voyages, vol. iii. 
306, quoted by Paxton, vol. ii. p. 11 7. 

These considerations give great energy to this proverb, 

t In our northern climate it does not appear that ants store up 
corn l,ut remain in a stllte of torpidity, 'fhc !1abits of those antg 
liYin~ in warm climates are probably different, though Solomon's 
wcrch; do not necessarily imply that they lay up magazine stores of 
"rain or other provisions, but that they prepare their bread, and 
gather their food, namely, such food as is suited to them in summer 
and harvest, that is, when it is most plentiful, and thus show their 
wisdom and prudence, by using the advantages offered thcm.-See 
Eiruy awl Spence, Yol. ii. p. 47. 
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descriptive of the danger of meeting "a fool in his folly ; " 
i. e. a furious, revengeful man, under the influence of his 
impetuous passions, and his heart determined on their 
immediate gratification; of which Saul (1 Sam. xx. 30) 
and Herod (Matt. ii. 16) are striking examples. 

Prov. xix. 12. The king's wrath is as the roaring of a 
lion. See also eh. xxviii. 15. "The roaring of a lion in 
quest of his prey, resembles the sound of distant thunder ; 
and being re-echoed by the rocks and mountains, appals the 
whole race of animals, and puts them instantly to flight." 
-Buffon, Nat. Hist. vol. v. p. 83. 

" So great are the terror and dismay which his roaring 
produces, that many animals, which by their swiftness might 
escape his fury, astonished and petrified by the sound of 
his voice, are rendered incapable of exertion."-Bochart 
Hieroz, lib. ii. cap. ii. p. 729, quoted by Paxton, vol. ii. 
p. 77. Esth. vii. 7-10. If the wrath of an earthly king 
is to be thus dreaded, how much more that of the King 

'of kings! Rev. v. 5; vi. 15-17. If the creature is thus 
terrible, who is able to stand before the Creator? Job xli. 
10. Ps. ii. 12. 

Prov. xxiii. 5. They fly away as an eagle toward 
heaven. " The eagle darts with amazing swiftness and 
impetuosity. None of the feathered race soar so high: in 
his daring excursions he is said to leave the clouds of 
heaven, and the regions of thunder and lightning, and 
tempest, far beneath his feet, and to approach the very 
limits of ether."-Apuleius, as quoted by Bochart, lib. ii, 
p. 170, &c. See Paxton, vol. ii. chap. x. 

The Scriptures abound with many sublime and beautiful 
allusions to this bird. Obad. 4. Jer. xlix. 16, &c. 

Prov. xxiii. 32. Stingeth like an adder. "The word 
rendered 'sting ' signifies to spread, diffuse its poison. It 
is used with singular propriety in this passage, as it imports 
to unfold, bring into activity something concealed : such is, 
certainly, the poison of a serpent, which is usually con­
cealed in its fangs; but when these are in action, a wound 
apparently insignificant diffuses after a while the most 
direful effects throughout the whole frame of that person 
who has been so unhappy as to have received the attack." 
-Calmet. See Acts xxviii. 6. Look not at sensual plea­
sures as they come, but as they go. Rom. vi. 21. 

B 
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Prov. x."tviii. 1. The 9•i9liteou.s are bold as a lion, 
" This noble animal has been considered as the most perfect 
model of boldness and courage in every age and among 
every people acquainted with his history, He never flies 
from the hunters, nor is frightened by their onset. But if 
their numbers force him to yield, he retires slowly, step by 
step, frequently turning upon his pursuers. He has been 
known to attack a whole caravan, and when obliged to 
retire, he always retires fighting, and with his face to his 
enemy."-Pa.xton, vol. ii. p. 72. Seep. 194. 

Prov. xxx. 17. The ravens of the valley shall pick it out, 
and the young eagles shall eat it, Bochart conjectures that 
the valley alluded to was Tophet, in the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, which the prophet Jeremiah calls the valley of 
the dead bodies; because the dead bodies of criminals were 
cast into it, where they remained without burial till they 
were devoured by flocks of ravens, which collected for that 
purpose from the circumjacent country. Ifthis conjecture 
be right, the meaning of Solomon will be this : he who is 
guilty of so great a crime shall be subjected to an infamous 
punishment, and shall be cast into the valley ·of dead bodies, 
and shall find no grave, but the devouring maw of the 
impure and voracious raven.-Paxton, vol. ii. chap. x. 

" It is an ascertained fact, that ravens which feed on car­
rion commence their repast upon the eyes of ·the · animal, 
the carcase of which they have discov~red; and it is equally 
true, that the eagles and falcons which take living prey, 
when the game is large and powerful, aim their attacks at 
the eyes, which they instinctively know to be the readiest 
way of disabling their victim," 

"Chardin was informed that· down to the early part of 
the sixteenth century; fierce falcons from Mount Caucasus 
were trained to fly at men in the same manner; and he 
gives an instance of one of these birds· actually putting out 
the eyes of a gentleman, so that he died from the fright and 
pain."-Voyages, tome iii. p. 596. 

Prov. xxx. 26. The· conies are but a'feelJle folk, &c, 
"The animal here meant is probably 'Israel's lamb,'other­
wise called Ashkoko, Their description as ' a feeble folk ' 
may be in allusion to their feet, which appear very inade­
quate to the work of digging holes in the rock: their feet 
are frequently round, very pulpy or fleshy; notwithstanding 
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which they build houses on the very hardest rocks, more 
inaccessible than those of the rabbit, in which they abide 
in greater safety, not by the exertion of strength (for, in 
Solomon's words, they are altogether 'a feeble folk'), but by 
their own sagacity and juclgment."-Bruce. Great works 
are performed, not by strength, but by perseverance. 

Prov. xxx. 27. The locusts have no king, yet go they 
fo1·th all of them by bands. In Barbary and Palestine the 
locusts appear about the latter end of March. By the 
middle of April their numbers are so increased, that in the 
heat of the day they form themselves into large and nume­
rous swarms, fly in the air like a succession of clouds, and, 
as the prophet Joel expresses it," darken the sun." Some 
insects live under a regular government, and, like the bee, 
submit to the authority of a chief: but the wise man 
observes, " The locusts have no king, yet they go forth by 
bands." How just, as Paxton remarks, is this. The head 
of the column is directed by their voracious desire of food, 
and the rest follow in long succession under the influence 
of the same instinct; but the devastations they commit are 
as methodical and complete as if they acted under the 
strictest discipline. 

§ iii. Explanation of Proverbs by Manners and Customs 
of Eastern Nations. 

Prov. iii. 8. Health to thy navel, &c. "This is the 
means of preserving a good habit both of body and soul, and 
of remaining under all circumstances cheerful -and happy. 

"Sir John Chardin remarks, that in the East it is usual 
for the most part -to apply medicines externally, and espe­
cially to the stomach,"-Harmer, vol. iv. p. 417, 

Prov. ix. 3. She hath sent forth her maidens: "She 
bath sent forth her attendants and ministers, persons of 
uncorrupted purity and sincerity, to invite men with a loud 
voice which cannot but be heard by whole cities and coun­
tries. This expression may be illustrated by a passage 
from Hasselquist, who, at Alexandria in Egypt, saw ten or 
twelve women going about and inviting people to a ban­
quet by a particular kind of cry or noise."-Parkhurst. 
-- upon the highest places of the city.-" The schools 

of the prophets were seated on 'high places,' as appears 
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from 1 Sam. x. 5. 10, &c., which seems to be the allusion 
here of wisdom crying upon the highest places of the city, 
to invite those who had a disposition towards her to come 
and hear her instructions."-Bp. Patrick. "Or the ex­
pression may allude merely to the tops of the houses and 
parapets,_ to_ which it ~as customary to go, for the purpose 
of proclamung any tlung aloud, agreeably to the expression 
of our Saviour, 'Preach ye upon the housetops.' l.Watt. x. 
27."-Calmet. 

Prov. xi. 21. Though hand join in hand, &c.-See also 
Prov. vi. 1; xi. 15; xvii. 18; xx. 16; xxii. 26; xxvii. 
13. "It was usual to ratify public treaties and bargains, 
and to become surety for others, by the striking of hands. 
The Hindoos to this day ratify an engagement by one 
person laying his right hand on the hand of the other."­
Ward's View of the History, &c. of the Hindoos, vol. ii. 
p. 328. 

The earliest trace of written instruments sealed and 
delivered for ratifying the transfer of property, occurs in 
Jer. xxxii. 10-12. 

Prov. xi. 22. As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is 
a fair woman which is without discretion. "It is the 
custom in almost all the East, for the women to wear rings 
in their noses, in the left nostril, which is bored low down 
in the middle. These rings are of gold, and have com­
monly two pearls and one ruby between, placed in the 
ring. I never saw a girl or young woman in Arabia or 
Persia who did not wear a ring after this manner in her 
nostril."-Sir John Chardin. See Isa. iii. 21. 

" Allusion is made in the above proverb to this custom, 
as such an ornament would be very ill-placed in the snout 
of a swine, which grovels continually in the mire ; so beauty 
is equally misplaced in a woman who is without virtue 
and discretion."-Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xiii. 9. The light of the righteous rejoiceth, but the 
lamp of the wicked shall be put out. See also Job xxi. 17; 
xviii. 5, 6. The having a great number of lights is es­
teemed a sign of prosperity and joy in the East. _Jn Egypt 
they burn lamps in all the inhabited apartments of a house, 
all the night long: the poorest people would rather retrench 
part of their food than neglect it. Thus, when God pro­
mises to give David a lamp always in Jerusalem, it means 
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that his house should never become desolate, but that some 
of his posterity should always be kings in, Zion ; for the 
destruction and the putting out of lamps or other lights 
were terms which meant one and the same thing. See Jer'. 
xxv. 10, Harmer's Observ. 

Prov. xiv. 4. Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but 
much increase is by the strength of the ox. " If the fields 
lie fallow and neglected, a famine will follow ; but good 
husbandry bestowed upon them makes great plenty. Oxen 
were the principal instruments of husbandry in the East, 
but especially in Palestine, as the multiplying of horses 
was particularly prohibited to the Israelites. Deut. xvii. 
16. Oxen were employed not only in ploughing land and 
carrying home the crop, but also in treading out the corn. 
Deut. xxv. 4."-Bp. Patrick. Dimock. 

Prov. xv. 17. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, 
than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. That is, it is better 
to have peace without plenty, than plenty without peace. 
" A dinner of herbs, or of green pottage, was the poorest 
entertainment in Eastern countries ; and a stalled ( or 
crammed) ox, an ox put up in a stall, and there fatted, was 
esteemed the best entertainment. See Matt. xxii. 4. Luke 
xv. 23."-Bochart. 

Prov. xvi. 14. The wrath of a king is as messengers of 
death, &c. The wrath of a king strikes terror into him 
with whom he is offended, no less than if the sentence of 
death were pronounced against him. 

It is usual in Turkey, when a warrant for a person's death 
is procured, for an executioner to carry it to him, and exe­
cute it immediately. The same seems to have been the 
case in Palestine. Thus Benaiah was sent by Solomon to 
put Adonijah to death (1 Kings ii. 25); and in the same 
manner John the Baptist was beheaded (Matt. xiv. 10), 
and Haman hanged. Esth. vii. 8-10. 

Prov. xvii. 19. He that exalteth his gate seeketh destruc­
tion. " At Gaza, in Palestine," says Sandys, (Travels, 
p. 117,) "we lodged under an arch in a little court, the 
door exceeding low, as are all that belong unto Christians, 
to withstand the sudden entrance of the insolent Turks." 
To exalt the gate would consequently be to court de­
strnction.-See p. 139. 

The Arabs are accustomed to ride into the houses of 
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those they design to harass. To J;>revent this, Thevenot 
tells us, (Travels, Part i. p. 181,) that the door of the 
house in which the French merchants lived at Rama was 
not three feet high, and that all the doors of that town are 
equally low. 

" The habitation of a man in power is known by his gate, 
which is generally .elevated in proportion to the vanity of 
the owner. A lofty gate is one of the insignia of royalty ; 
such is the Allah Capi at lspahan, and Bob Homayan, or 
the Sublime Port, at Constantinople. It must have been 
the same in ancient days : the gates of Jerusalem, Zion, &c. 
are often mentioned in the Scripture, with the same notion 
of grandeur annexed to them.''.-Morier's Second Journey 
through Persia, p. 135, quoted by Burder. To exalt the 
gate, therefore, beyond what befits a .man's station being 
an evidence of pride, the general sense of the proverb is, 
he who carries himself loftily and scornfully will bring 
upon himself destruction. 

Prov. xvii. 23. Taketh a gift out of the bosom, &c. "The 
Hebrews used to carry in their bosoms their purse, money, 
and all valuables. Thus perhaps the expression here 
may not be intended to convey any idea of secrecy, but 
merely to mark out something precious and valuable, as 
being carried in the bosom."-Calmet. 

" The Arabs join together the two upper comers of their 
hyke, a garment like the plaid of the highlanders in Scot· 
land, and after having placed them first over one of their 
shoulders, they then fold the rest of it about their bodies. 
The outer fold serves them frequent! y instead of an apron, 
wherein they carry herbs, loaves, corn, &c. There seem 
to be several allusions to this in Scripture, .as rendering 
sevenfold· into their bosom, &c."-Dr. Shaw. 

Prov. xx. 26. Bringeth the wheel over them. "This is a 
metaphor to express the due punishment of the wicked, 
taken from the custom of threshing corn, which'in the East 
differs essentially from the method practised in W estem 
countries. In Isa. xxviii. 27, 28, four methods of threshing 
are mentioned, as effected by different instruments ; the 
flail, the drag, the wain, and the treading. of the cattle. 
The staff or flail was used for the grain that was too tender 
to be treated in the other methods. The drag consisted of 
a sort of frame of strong planks, made rough at the bottom 
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with hard stones or iron : it was drawn by horses or oxen 
over the corn sheaves spread on the floor, the driver sittincr 
upon it; The waiu, was much like the former, but bad 
wheels with iron teeth or edges like a saw; the axle was 
armed with iron teeth or serrated wheels throughout; it 
moved upon three rollers armed with iron teeth or wheels 
to cut the straw."-Bp. Lowth's Note on Isa. xxviii; 27. 

Prov. xxi. 1. The king's heart, &c. as the rivers of water: 
he. turneth it whithersoever he will. "It is not in the power 
of kings, much less of other men,· either to do or design 
what they please ; but their very wills are subject to the 
great Lord of all,.who diverts them as easily from what they 
intend, or inclines them to that. which_ they resolve against, 
as the gardener. draws :the streams ·of water through the 
trenches he cuts, into. ,what :part of the ground he thinks 
good."-Bp. Patrick .. See p~ 155. 

Harmer thinks this.probably:refers to those canals formed 
in:.Eastern countries, on which their fruitfulness so much 
depends. So the province of Faoume or Fiom, the richest 
province in all Egypt, owes all its fertility, according to 
Maillet, to a canal made.by art in very ancient times, and 
would without it have been absolutely barren, as the want 
of keeping this canal with sufficient care bas very much 
injured it.-Harmer . 

. Prov. xxi. 9. In a corner of the housetop. "During the 
summer season, it was. usual to ·-sleep on, the tops of the 
houses, which were flat,:and properly guarded by a parapet 
wall ; for which purpose, little arbours were formed in them. 
This, however pleasant in· fine weather, must have been 
much otherwise in bad weather."-Harmer. 
·-- In a wide ho.1Me. • Or, as the. margin reads it, a 

house of society, large enough to hold several families. 
Houses in the East are built in the form of a square, with. 
an open court-yard in the midst, on each side of which are 
the apartments. Dr. Shaw (Travels, p. 207) says, that 
the general method of building both in Barbary and the 
Levant, seems to have continued the same from the earliest 
ages down to this time, without the least alteration or 
improvement, The court is for the most pa1·t surrounded 
with a cloister, over which, when tl1e house has one or 
more stories, there is a gallery erected. From the cloister 
or galleries, we are conducted into large spacious chambers, 
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of the same length with the court, but seldom or never 
communicating with each other, One of them frequently 
serves a whole family ; particularly when a father indulges 
his married children to live with him, or when several per­
sons join in the rent of the same house.-See Ward's View 
of the Hindoos, vol. iii. p. 196. 

Prov. xxi. 17. He that loveth oil shall not be rich. Why 
not? Oil was much used in rich feasts ; it implies, there­
fore, that they who indulge in luxuries, seldom become rich. 
Often, says an old writer, those who once could not live 
without dainties, have come to want necessaries. " Who 
dainties love, shall beggars prove." See p. 160. 

Prov. xxi. 20. There is treamre to be desired and oil 
in the dwelling of the wise, &c. Oil is particularly men­
tioned, partly because that was a considerable part of their 
wealth and treasures in those countries; ofwhick see Deut. 
vii. 13; xxviii. 40. 51. Judges ix. 9. Mic. vi. 15, &c.; 
and partly to show that the wise man, through the blessing 
of God's providence, is often enabled to provide for himself 
and his family, not only the necessaries, but even some of 
the enjoyments of life. See Prov. xxxi. 10-31. 

Prov. xxii. 22. In the gate. The gate of the city was 
where public justice was administered. Ruth iv. 1 : see 
also Prov. xxiv. 7, He openeth not his mouth in the gate: 
"Never becomes a judge or publicmagistrate."-Dr. Wells. 

Prov. xxiii. 20. Be not among riotous eaters of flesh, 
&c. " Frequent eating of flesh or animal food, is descrip­
tive of a ruinous, expensive way of living. They eat very 
little meat in the East, in comparison of what we do, but 
live on milk, rice, bread, fruits, &c. For though the Is­
raelites had flocks and herds in abundance, yet being in a 
great measure strangers to trade and manufactures, their 
patrimony small, and they numerous, they were forced to 
draw all their other conveniences oflife from the profit they 
made of their cattle ; and, therefore, they killed very few for 
their own use."-Harmer, vol. ii. p. 95. 

Prov. xxiii. 31. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, 
&c. "Suffer not thine eye to be tempted by beholding with 
too much pleasure the pure and grateful colour of wine, when 
it shows itself in the cup, and sparkles through the strength 
and spirit that is in it. Red wine is more esteemed in the 
East than white. In the Jerusalem Talmud (Tract. de Sab. 
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fol. 11) it is commancled that red wine be used for the 
purpose of celebrating the passover, as being the best and 
most generous. And we are told, in the travels ofOlearius, 
that it is customary with the Arminian Christians in Persia 
to put Brazil wood or saffron into their wine, to give it a 
higher colour, when the wine is not so red as they like, as 
they set little value on the white wine."-Harmer, vol. ii. 
p. 142. 

Prov. xxiv. 11. To deliver them that are drawn unto 
death. " Perhaps this alludes to a very humane precaution, 
which, as the Hebrew writers inform us, was used in case of 
capital convictions. The condemned criminal was at once 
taken from the judgment-seat outside the town for 
execution; and as he was led slowly along, a crier went 
before proclaiming his crime, and calling on those who 
had aught even then to allege in his behalf, to come forward. 
If any one responded to the call, the convict was led back 
to the tribunal, for the new evidence to be heard; and still 
further, as it might occur that a person would apply to 
the judges to offer evidence while the culprit was led to 
execution, a man was stationed at the door of the court­
house, with a linen cloth in his hand, which, when this hap­
pened, he waved it as a signal to another man stationed at 
some distance on a swift horse, who immediately rode off 
to arrest t):te execution."-See Lewis's Origines.Hebrrere, 
vol. i. p. 71. This proverb implies, that if through cow­
ardice, reluctance to incur expense or inconvenience, or 
other false excuse, we do not all in our power to rescue the 
oppressed, we are in God's sight accessory to the crime. 
Ignorance is no justification where we have the means of 
knowledge. See p. 172. 

Prov. xxiv. 13. Eat thou honey, &c. Honey was not 
only esteemed for its grateful flavour in those countPies, but 
deemed most useful for the support of human life. See Isa. 
vii. 15. Ecclus. xxxix. 26. 1 Sam. xiv. 27. Luke xxiv. 
41, 42. This is applied (verse 14) to heavenly wisdom, 
given "to be our spiritual food and sustenance," " sweeter 
than honey and the honey comb," and which therefore ought 
to be our daily diet, from the beginning of our days to the 
end of them. John vi. 50-54. Gal. ii. 20. 

Prov .. xxiv. 26 Every man shall kiss his lips that 
9iveth a right answer. That is, the judge that pronounces 
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right judgments on the causes brought before him, shall he 
l1ad in t·everence. 

" Kissing a superior ·is in Eastern countries a mark of 
respect. To kiss a person when appointed king was an act 
of homage. Thus Samuel, when he had anointed Saul king, 
kissed him, i. e., acknowledged him for his sovereign. 
1 Sam. x. 1. So in Ps. ii .. 12, Kiss the Son, &c.: submit to 
Him, worship Him, love Him. Bp. Pococke, when he de­
scribes the Egyptian compliments, tells us, that on persons 
taking any thing from the hand of a superior, or that is sent 
from such an one, they kiss .it, and as the highest respect, 
put it to their forehead.?'-Hanner, vol. ii. p. 356. 

Prov. xxv. 13. As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, 
&c. " As the mixture of snow with wine in the sultry time 
of harvest is pleasing and refreshing, so a successful mes­
senger revives the spirit of his master who. sent him, and 
who was ready· to faint from • an apprehension of failure. 
The practice of cooling wines with snow. was usual among 
the Eastern nations. It was derived from the Asiatics and 
Greeks to the Romans; Plutarch describes the manner in 
which they preserved the snow, by.covering it with straw 
and coarse cloths unshorn.. In some, hot countries it was 
often difficult to obtain it,: and they. were obliged to· search 
into the hollow·.cliffs .to.collect it. Mount Hebron; which 
was always covered with snow, plentifully supplied the 
inhabitants of the country near it, from whence it was often 
carried to Tyre. The snow,ofLebanon·also was celebrated 
for this use of it ; Lebanon . deriving its name from the 
whiteness of the snow which even in the heat of summer 
covers its top."-Barry.-Harmer, vol. ii. p. 156. 

Prov. xxv. 27. It is not good to eat much honey, &c. Deli­
cious as it is to an Eastern palate; yet, taken to excess, it is 
injurious. Prov. xxv. 16. Sanutus tells us, that the English 
that attended Edward I. into the Holy Land, died in great 
numbers as they,marched in June to demolish a place, which 
he ascribes to the . excessive heat, and their intemperate 
eating of fruits and honey."-Harmer, vol. ii. p. 60. See 
page 181. 

Prov. xxvi. 3. A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, 
&c. According to our.English notions, we should rather 
say, "A bridle for a horse, and a whip for an ass." It should 
be considered, however, that the Eastern asses, particularly 
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those of the Arabian breed, are much larger, more beauti­
ful, and better goers than ours ; and being active, and well 
broken, they need only a bridle to guide them ; whereas, 
their horses being scarce and often caught wild, and badly 
broken, are much less manageable, and need the correction 
of the whip. And as every creature must be ruled according 
to its nature, so as some men will not be ruled by reason 
and persuasion, therefore severe treatment must be their 
portion, as in the case of Pharaoh. Prov. xix. 29. 

Prov. xxvi. 17. He that passeth by, and meddleth with 
strife belonging no.t to him, is like one that talceth a dog by 
the ears. Dogs of the bloodhound species were anciently 
trained in the East, not only for hunting, but for warlike 
purposes. These dogs were very dangerous, and frequently 
turned upon their masters. (See Ps. xxii. 20.) This con­
sideration gives additional force to this proverb. Most cities 
of the East are, to the present day, infested by a race of 
half wild dogs, which belong to no particular person, and 
by consequence .have none to feed them, but which act the 
part of scavengers, and remove the carrion and garbage 
which would otherwise taint the atmosphere. The exposed 
dead bodies of criminals, or persons murdered, were fre­
quently devoured by these animals. (See 1 Kings xiv. 11. 
2 Kings ix. 35-3.7.)-Taylor's Illustrations of the Bible 
from the Monuments of Egypt, p. 57. 

Prov. xxvii; 9. Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart, 
&c. " During our. conversation, some slaves brought a 
very richly ornamented silver tripod, filled with burning 
coals, upon which some incense was thrown, and it was 
presented to us to inhale the fragrant smoke ; and at the 
moment we inclined .our head, a slave sprinkled some rose­
water over us from a bottle he held in his left hand."­
Bramsen's Tour, and many other references quoted by 
Burder. 

Probably to such a custom, so calculated to refresh and 
exhilarate, the words of Solomon have an allusion. Per­
fumes were often burnt before persons as a mark of civil 
respect. Thus Nebuchadnezzar. (Dan. ii. 46) offered an 
oblation and sweet odours to Daniel, not as an act of reli­
gious worship, but to show his great respect for him as a 
prophet of that God whom he declares to be the God of 
gods. Dan. ii. 47. D.r. Pococke gives an account of an 
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English consul's waiting on the pasha of Tripoli, on the 
pasha's return from a journey to meet the caravan. Sweet­
meats, coffee, and sherbet, were brought to all, but the 
consul alone was perfumed and incensed, the pasha thus 
sl1owing his marked respect for him. 

Maillet was received, by some of the chief officers of 
Egypt, as consul of France, in much the same way ; per­
fume was put upon the coals, and the smoke of them pre­
sented to him. See p. 191. 

Prov. xxvii. 22. In a mortar among wheat. "Before 
there were any public mills, it was usual for those who 
could not afford the expense of a handmill in their houses, 
to beat their corn with a pestle in a mortar."-Calmet. 
The meaning is ; so incurable is the folly and wickedness 
of some men, that though to reproofs and chidings you 
should add stripes and blows, they would not grow wiser 
or better. 

" Strange as such a mode of expression might appear, 
there are traces of such a custom in the East as bruising in 
a mortar. Anaxarchus the philosopher was ordered by the 
tyrant Nicocreon to be pounded to death in a stone mortar 
-with iron pestles. Laert. in Vit. Anaxarch. 1. ix. f. 668. 
Baron Du Tott mentions it as a punishment sometimes 
inflicted on the Ulemats, or lawyers, in Turkey; and again 
in Knolles's history of the Turks there is the following re­
mark: 'As for the guards of the towers who had let prince 
Coreski ( a prisoner) escape, some of them were empaled, 
and some were pounded, or beaten to pieces, in great mor­
tars of iron, wherein they usually pound their rice to reduce 
it to meal.' "-Calmet. See p. 194. 

Prov. xxxi. 24 She maketh fine linen and selleth it, 
and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. " Girdles were 
much used from the peculiarity of their dress. The upper 
garment in Eastern countries was an oblong piece of cloth, 
square at the corners, having a hem or border all round; 
it was somethincr like the plaid of a Scotch Highlander, 
about five yards"long by five or six feet wide. This dress 
was fastened upon the loins by a girdle which went three 
or four times round them One end of the girdle was 
doubled back, and sewn along the edges, thus serving for 
a purse. 

" Girdles were often much ornamented, and formed an 
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important article of traffic. Embroidered girdles were 
highly valued, especially such as were used by warriors: 
for the reward offered for the life of Absalom by Joab was 
ten shekels of silver and a girdle. 2 Sam. xviii. 11. 

"The remarkable feature, however, of this description 
of the good wife is, that she, not her husband, carried on 
traffic in linen and girdles; but Herodotus mentions Egyp­
tian women as employed in carrying on commerce. The 
Arabian historians allude to tl1e same usage as still carried 
on, especially by those tribes living in the mountains. The 
men deal in wheat, barley, rice, and other productions of 
the earth ; the women in buying and selling things woven 
-cotton, thread, linen cloth."-Harmer, vol. iv. p. 343. 

§ iv. Explanation of Proverbs by the 1lfosaic Law. 

Prov. iii. 3. Bind them about thy neck, &c. (See also 
Prov. vii. 3.) Alluding to the custom of the Jews wearing 
on their foreheads and wrists the precepts of the law, 
written on slips of parchmert, called phylacteries. 

Prov. xvii. 1. Better is a dry morsel and quietness there­
with, than an house full of sacrifices with strife. Burnt 
offerings were wholly consumed, and the flesh of the sin 
offerings and trespass offerings belonged to the priest, but of 
the peace offerings which were to be of the best flesh (Lev, 
xxii. 21) a considerable part fell to the offerer's share; and 
it was usual for him to have a feast at home with his friends 
on the remains of the animal slain. Thus, a house full of 
sacrifices means a house full of good provision. See Prov. 
vii. 14.-Calmet. 

Prov. xxi. 31. The horse is prepared against the day of 
battle, but safety is of the Lord. A recollection of a pecu­
liarity of the Mosaic law adds greatly to the force of this 
declaration. That peculiarity was, that while other nations 
greatly depended on their cavalry for success in battle, the 
Israelites were especially forbidden its use. Deut. xYii. 16. 
Hence Joshua houghed all the horses he took after a great 
victory (Josh. xi. 6. 9), to prevent the people attributing 
their future success in battle to the use of these horses, 
Bp. Sherlock has noticed, that it is very much to be re­
marked, that, from the coming out of Egypt to the eml of 
David's reign, the people never suffered for want of force 
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and strength in war. Troops, few in number, and seem­
ingly unfit for action, supported neither by chariots nor by 
horsemen, proved an over-match for royal armies. This 
may be verified in the instances of Gideon, Bamk, Jephthah, 
and Samuel, and of all others called forth by God to save 
his people. During this period, also, the kingdom of 
Israel was carried to its utmost height by David. He held 
the kings about him, how gallantly soever they and their 
troops were mounted, under tribute and subjection, though· 
he himself rode on a mule, and provided no better equipage 
for his son on his coronation day. 1 Kings i. 33, 34. 
When David looked back and meditated on this state of 
things, he might well say, " Some trust in •chariots, and 
some in horses, but we will remember the name of the 
Lord our God." Ps. xx. 7 ; or as this proverb expresses 
it, The horse is prepared against the day of battle, but 
safety is of the Lord. 

The subsequent history of the Israelites presents also 
this remarkable fact, that as the princes had prospered and 
extended their dominions over great countries when they 
had neither chariots nor horses, so they were ruined and 
undone when they were strong in those forces.,-Compare 
1 Kings x. 26. 28, with 2 Chron. xii. 8, 9. . See p. 164. 

Prov. xxiii. 11. For their Redeemer is mighty. In the 
Hebrew it is, their "near kinsman,"· to whom, according 
to the Mosaic Law, it belonged to avenge their wrongs and 
to recover and maintain their rights, of which see• Lev. 
xxv. 25. Numb. xxxv. 12. Thus God is pleased to call 
Himself, to show how much He concerns. Himself for the 
relief of oppressed and injured persons.-Poole. Ps. lxviii, 
5. Jer. l. 34. Hos. xiv. 3. 

§ v. E:rplanation of some particular Proverbs. 

The remarks on the following proverbs may assist in 
the explanation of them : 

Prov. ii. 1. Hide my commandments. That is, .as men 
do their choicest treasures. Matt. xiii. 44.-Poole. Deut. 
vi. 6. Ps. cxix. 9. 11. Matt. xiii. 44. Luke ii. 19. 51; ix. 
44. Or, keep these precepts in remembrance, for the same 
end that corn is sown and covered in the ground. Patrick. 

Prov. ii. 8. He keepeth the paths of judgment. By 
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paths or ways a.re meant counsels and actions. By paths 
of judgment are meant righteous paths ; jmlgment being 
put for righteousness, as it is in Ps. xcix. 4, and the mean­
ing is, as the next clause explains it, "He preserves pious 
men in their integrity." Ps. xxiii. 3. See p. 62. 

Prov. ii. 13. To walk in the ways of darkness. That is, 
of sin, which is often called darkness, as Rom. xiii. 12. 
Eph. v. 11, because it is a gloomy and perplexed, an 
uncomfortable and unsafe way leading to eternal misery. 

Prov. iii. 18. She is a tree of life. See also Prov. xi. 
30; xiii. 12; xv. 4. This seems an allusion to the tree 
of life which God planted at first in Paradise, and which 
was to give to man life, health, and immortality. Such is 
wisdom to those who possess it. The only restorer of that 
life which we have lost by sin. Rev. xxii. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 
22 ; i. 24. 30. 

Prov. iii. 32. His secret is. with the righteous. They 
are God's friends, to whom He familiarly imparts, as men 
use to do to their friends, his mind and counsels, or his 
recret favours and comforts to which other men are strangers. 
-Poole. Rev. ii. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 14.-See p. 66. 

Prov. iv. 18. The path of the just is as the shining 
light. The common course of their lives or actions is pure 
and spotless, clear and certain, safe anrl comfortable as 
light is. That shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
Just men do daily more and more grow in knowledge and 
grace and consolation, until all be perfected and swallowed 
up in glory.-Poole. Seep. 69. 

Prov. iv. 24. Put away from thee a froward mouth. 
"Never speak any thing thyself contrary to truth, honesty, 
religion; nor listen to, nor associate with; those who do 
so."-Bp. Patrick. Eph. iv. 25. 31. 1 Pet. ii. 1. 

Prov. v. 22. He shall be holden with the cords of his 
sins. Most people who follow unlawful pleasures think 
they can give them up whenever they please ; but sin 
repeated becomes customary ; custom soon engenders 
habit, and habit in the end assumes the form of necessity ; 
the man becomes bound with his own cords, and so is led 
captive by the devil at his will.-Dr. A. Clarke. See 
p.n. 

Prov. vi. 11. As one that travelleth-as an armed man. 
" 'As one that travelleth,' that is, by surprise ; ' as an ;irmed 
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man,' with irresistible violence, leaving thee as naked as if 
thou wast stripped by a highwayman."-Dp. Patrick.­
Calmet. 

Prov. \'ii. I!I. The goodman. Literally in Hebrew "the 
man," meaning her husband. In the earlier English writers, 
"goodman " was a common appellation for the master of 
a family. See Matt. xxiv. 43. Luke xii. 39. 

Prov. viii. 12. And find out knowledge of witty inventions. 
"That is, help men to find out (as the Spirit is said to 
intercede (Rom. viii. 26) when it helps us to do so) all 
ingenious designs and contrivances for the glory of God 
and the good ofman."-Poole. 

Prov. Yiii. 3-1. Waiti11g at the posts of my doors. Through 
intense desire to learn, waiting for admission before the 
gates are opened ; going to the places where true religion 
and piety are taught, cultivating all the appointed means of 
grace; daily prayer, meditation, reading of the Holy Scrip­
tures, and not thinking their time lost in attending other 
public services than those of the Sabbath. Luke ii. 25. 
37. Aets ii. 42 ; xvii. 11. 

Prov. Yiii. 36. All they that hate me love death. "These 
words ean scarcely signify any thing else than the destruc­
tion brought on the soul by eternal death."-Dr. Graves. 

Prov. ix. 10. Of the holy. Of sacred things, divine 
revelations of the Holy God, and of his truth and will. 

Prov. x. 4. With a slack hand, &c. With a lazy hand.­
Dr. Wells. Sloth is the mother of poverty. Or the words 
may be rendered, the hand of deceit. Without diligence, 
honesty can scarcely be expected. Next unto virtue, let 
children be trained up to industry, for both poverty and 
fraud are commonly the effect of sloth.-Scott.-Bp. Pa­
trick. 

Prov. x. 6. Violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 
Their own wickedness shall violently overwhelm the wicked 
to their utter confusion. Matt. xxii. 12. Tit. iii. 11. The 
covering of the mouth was a sign of mourning, condemna­
tion, and shame. Esth. vii. 8. Job ix. 24. 

Prov. x. 10. He that winlceth with the eye, &c. That 
is, he that secretly and cunningly designs mischief against 
others, causes much sorrow to them, and afterwards to 
himself. Ch. vi. 13. 

Prov. x. 22. The bles.~ing of the Lord it maketh rich, 
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and he addeth no sorrow with it. That is, no sorrow goes 
along with the blessing, but what is a blessing itself. 

Prov. xi. 29. lie that troubleth his own house shall in­
herit the wind. He that brings troubles on his family by 
improvidence, or by restless desires after riches, will have 
as little satisfaction himself as though he were to seek to 
feed upon the wind. 

Prov. xi. 31. Behold the righteous shall be reccrmpensed 
in the earth, much more the wicked and the sinner. If God 
do not let the just and charitable men, they who are so 
useful and beneficial to the world, go without correction; 
who can think that the wicked, who is good for nothing, 
shall escape the just punishment ofhis many crimes ?-Bp. 
Patrick. The Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic, read this 
verse as 1 Pet. iv. 18 is translated. See p. 92. 

Prov. xii. 9. lie that is despised, &c. He is far happier 
who makes no show in the world, employing himself in 
some inferior occupation, though he have but one servant 
(or, as the margin reads it, is servant to himself), but 
thereby obtains a competency, than he who glories in his 
high birth or gay attire abroad, but wants bread to eat 
when he comes home. 

Prov. xii. 12. The wicked desireth the net o evil men. 
" The wicked man desires to employ those means of frau­
dulent circumvention which he sees some crafty oppressors 
use to their advantage."-Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xii. 27. The slothful man roasteth not that, &c.­
but the substance of a diligent, &c. I' The slothful man, for 
want of exertion, loses even the fruit of his former labours ; 
but the diligent man sets a just value on it, and conYerts 
it to its proper use."-Drs. Doyly and Mant. 

Prov. xiii. 2. A man shall eat good by the fruit, &c.­
but, &c.-eat violence. He that speaks well of others, and 
gives them faithful counsel, shall reap the benefit thereof 
himself; (see also eh. xii. 14.) and they that perfidiously 
calumniate or deceive others, sl1all suffer themselves the 
injmy which they design to do to their neighboms.-Bp. 
Patrick. 

Prov. xiii. 8. The ransom of a man's life are his riches, 
but the poor heareth not rebuke. The rich, on account of 
their wealth, are sometimes accused of high crimes that 
they may pay a large sum to save their lives, but nobody 
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takes the trouble of finding fault with the poor, or bringing 
charges against them.-Bp. Patrick, 2 Kings xxv. 12. 

Prov. xiii. 9. The light of the 1·i,9htcous, &c. "The 
happiness of the righteous shines like the sun, and increases 
to their endless joy ; but the happiness of the wicked is as 
feeble as the light of a cancUe1 and will soon be extin­
guished," -Bp. Patrick. Ps. xcvii. 11. Matt, xxv. s. 

Prov. xiii. 14. The law of the wise, &c. That is, the 
instructions of a good man, which ought to .be as a law to 
him that receives them, 

Prov. xiii. 20. He that walketh with wise men shall be 
wise, &c. This expresses the influence of good associates 
upon the character. A sµbject thus beautifully illustrated 
oy the Persian moralist Saadi. A friend of mine put into 
my hands a piece of scented clay ; I took it and said to it, 
art thou musk or ambergris, for I am charmed with thy 
perfume? It answered, I was a despicable piece of clay; 
but I was sometime .in the company of the rose, the. sweet 
quality of my companion was communicated to me,. other­
wise I should only be a bit of clay as. I appear to be. See • 
p. 109. 

Prov. xiii. 23. Much food is in the tillage of.the poor; 
but there is that is destroyed for want of judgment, " A 
poor man many times makes a plentiful provision for him- -
self and his family out of a few acres of land which he 
manages judiciously and honestly ; but .there is a sort of 
men whose larger estates are wasted either for want of skill 
to improve their ground, or because they do not pay the 
hireling his wages."-Bp. Patrick .. 

Prov. xiv . .3, In the mouth of the foolish is a rod, &c. 
" The tongue of the fool is a scourge by which his own pride 
is lashed," (as was the case with . .the Ephraimites, Judges 
xii. 1-6); "but the lips of the wise (as in the case of 
Paul, Acts xxvi. 1-32) are a ~afe defence to himself."­
Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xiv. 8. The wisdom of the prudent is to understand 
his way. It consists not in vain speculations, nor in curious 
prying into other m~n's T?~tters, nor in cu~ning arts of 
deceiving others, but ma diligent study of his own duty, 
and of the way to true and eternal happiness, "To know 
that which before us lies in daily life, is the prime wisdom." 

But the folly of fools is deceit. The wit 
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of ungodly men, which, though they account it their wisdom, 
is really their folly, is employed only in' finding out ways 
of overreaching and deceiving others and themselves too.­
Poole. Knavery may serve a turn, but honesty is best in 
the end. See p, 112. 

Prov. xiv. 9. Fools make a mock, &c. Fools laugh and 
jeer at those who have committed sin, but good men pity 
them, and by their kind reproofs, seek their amendment. 
Or, when.fools offend God they make nothing of it, but if 
good men in the least offend, they presently beg his pardon, 
and seek his grace and favour.-Bp. Patrick. See p. l 13. 

Prov. xiv. 24. The crown of the wise is their riches; 
but the foolishness of fools is foUy. The first clause here 
guides .to the jnterpretation of the last, limiting in this case 
the application of the term fools to rich fools; and its 
meaning is, when men of wisdom and piety possess riches, 
they do so much good with them, that they are as a crown 
to them, enhancing their reputation, and . enlarging their 
sphere of usefulness; but such is the folly of wicked men, 
that their wealth makes them the more vile, and serves to 
render their folly more conspicuous. 

Prov. xiv. 30. A sound heart is the life, &c. A quiet, 
honest,: contented mind, conduces much to health and hap­
piness.-Dr. Wells. Ps. cxix. 80. 2 Tim. i. 7. Seep. 118. 

Prov. xv. 4 . .A wholesome tongue, &c. A sound or a 
healing tongue, which imparts sound advice, or pacifies 
anger. Seep. 121. 

Prov. xv. 15 ... .All the days of the afflicted are evil, but 
he that is of.a merry heart hath a continual feast. Affliction 
or poverty without a cheerful spirit renders a man's life 
wretched, but with it much habitual satisfaction may be 
enjoyed, even in very unfavourable circumstances.-Scott. 
By. a merry heart Lord Bacon understands a good con­
science. 

Prov. xv. 24. The way of life is above to the wise. "He 
that is truly wise, has his affections and conversation above ; 
and in the holy way of obedience walketh to eternal life." 
-Bp. Hall. See p. 126. 

Prov. xv. 27. He that hateth gifts, &c. More especially 
referring to bribes given to corrupt judgment. See Exod. 
xviii. 21; xxiii. 8. Deut. xvi. 19. Isa. xxxiii. 15, 16. and 
p. 110. 
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The tempting influence of gifts on most men is referred 
to, eh. xvii. 8. 23; xviii. 16; xix. 6; xxi. 14. 

Prov. xv. 30. The light of the eyes rejoicet/1 the heart; 
and a good report, &c. The light which we see with our 
eyes, and by the help of which we see many pleasant ob­
jects, is a great comfort and refreshment (see Eccles. xi. 7); 
so good tidings contribute to cheerfulness and health. Ps. 
lxxxix. 15, 16. Luke ii. 10. 20. 3 John 3. A good report 
may also refer to having a good name, being well spoken 
of by others ( see Prov. xxii. 1. Eccles. vii. 1) ; the im­
portance of which, as well as the duty of diligently seeking 
it, is often urged in Scripture. Refer to Acts vi. 3. the 
deacons; x. 22. Cornelius; xvi. 2. Timothy; xxii. 12. 
Ananias; Phil. iv. 8. good report. 1 Tim. v. 10. Heb. xi. 
2. 39. 3 John 12. 

Prov. xv. 31. The reproof of life. Salutary reproof 
which tends to life. Seep. 177 on Prov. xxv. 12. 

Prov. xvi. 1. The preparations of the heart, &c. The 
literal version of the original gives the best and truest sense 
of this text. To man are the dispositions of the heart, but 
from the Lord is the answer of the tongue : i. e. man has 
a power over his thoughts to propose and dispose, to intend 
and contrive ; but to bring such thoughts to effect, and even 
to utter them with the tongue, especially to utter them 
wisely, depends wholly upon God." See Prov. xvi. 9. 
33. and p. 129. 

Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord hath made, &c. God made all 
things to manifest his. own glorious attributes; and even 
wicked men, whose existence and frequent prosperity may 
seem scarcely reconcilable with the Divine perfections, will, 
in the end, be found to furnish the strongest proof of his 
long-suffering in bearing with their iniquities, and of his 
power and justice in punishing their incorrigible depravity; 
upon such men " the day of evil" will certainly come.­
Bp. Tomline. He that wept over Jerusalem at length de­
stroyed it. Luke xix. 41---44. He that died for sinners, is 
coming in flaming fire to take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the Gospel. 2 Thess. i. 8. See p. 
130. 

Prov. xvi. 6. By mercy and truth iniquity is purged, &c. 
It is not an outward sacrifice that God regards in his re­
mission of the punishment of our sins; but where He finds 
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mercy to the poor, and uprightness of heart towarcls Him­
self and men, there He is graciously pleased to forbear his 
juclgments; inasmuch as these graces being wrought in us 
by his Spirit, cannot but proceed from a true faith, whereby 
our sins are purged.-Bp. Hall. Dan. iv. 27. Luke xi. 
41. And by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil; of 
which Joseph (Gen. xxxix. 9), Obadiah (1 Kings xviii. 3), 
and Nehemiah (Neh. v. 15), are striking instances. 

Prov. xvi. 11. All the weights of the bag are his work. 
"That is, God requires exact justice in all our dealings, 
and therefore it is our duty to take care that the ~eights 
and the balance be just."-Dr. Wells. In the margin," All 
the stones." Stones were anciently used for weights. See 
p. 49 on Prov. xx. 10. 

Prov. xvi. 17. The highway of the upright, &c. The 
habitual and accustomed course of the upright. 

Prov. xvi. 21. The wise in heart shall be called prudent. 
1 Sam. xvi. 18. Acts xiii. 7, and the sweetness of the lips 
increaseth learning. " He who has the powerful charms 
of eloquence to convey his mind pleasantly to others, adds 
a greater value to his wisdom, and makes it more diffusive 
as well as more instructive to the world."-Bp. Patrick. 
Eccles. xii. 10. Isa. I. 4. Luke iv. 22. John vii. 46. 

Prov. xvi. 26. He that laboureth, laboureth for himself, 
for his mouth craveth it of him. The scope of this proverb 
is to urge men to diligence in their calling, from a consider­
ation that it is for their own use and benefit. Each man's 
own mouth, as it were, beggeth him to labour, that it may 
have something to put into it for its own comfort and the 
nourishment of the whole body. See Poole. Bp. Hall. 
1 Thess. iv. 11, 12. 2 Thess. iii. 10. Ch. ix. 12, enforces 
the same consideration in regard to religious instruction. 
It is for our own profit, and the mischief of profane jeers 
and scoffs at it, will fall only on ourselves, not on our 
instructor. 

Prov. xvi. 27. Diggetli up evil. Prosecutes his evil 
designs with great industry, as one who searches with great 
toil after a hidden treasure. Thus Saul persecuted David 
(1 Sam. xviii. 21, 22, &c.); and Ahab, Elijah (1 Kings 
xviii. 10); the people devised devices against Jeremiah 
(Jer. xviii. 18), and the chief priests against our Lord, 
seeking false witnesses against Him. Matt. xxvi. 59. 
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Prov. xvi. 30. He sl111tteth his eyes. "Expressing the 
profound study with which he contrives the rnin of others." 
-Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xvii. 3. The.fi11i119°pot is for silver and the furnace 
for gold, but the Lord trieth the hearts. The art of man 
hath found out means to prove whether gold or silver be 
pure or no ; but none can search into the secret thoughts, 
designs, and inclinations of men's souls, but the Lord; who 
(as those metals are tried by fire) many times proves and 
discovers what they are by sharp afflictions and -troubles. 
See p. 136. Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xvii. 17. A friend loveth, &c. and a brother, &c. 
Prosperity gains friends, and adversity tries them. A true 
friend becomes a brother in adversity. He was a friend 
before, this makes him a brother.-Bp. Patrick. See p. 
138. The latter clause of this proverb may also suggest 
that relations, brothers and sisters, should in an especial 
manner be careful and tender of one another :in affliction. 
Brotherly love does more for a family than riches. 

Prov. xvii. 24. Wisdom is before him that hath under-· 
standing, as a rule to walk by (Ps. cxix. 105), as the mark 
he aims at (Phil. iii. 13, 14); but the eyes of a fool are in 
the ends of the earth. His mind, wandering after every ob­
ject, fixes on nothing that will avail to his good. Neglect­
ing his proper business, he minds those things most which 
are remotest from him, and which least concern him. 

Prov. xviii. 2. A fool hath no delight, &c. A fool will 
never take pleasure in true understanding, but all the design 
of his studies is to make a vain ostentation of wisdom .to 
others.-Bp. Patrick. Grotius. 

Prov. xviii. 3. When the wicked cometh, &c. Where­
soever the wicked cometh, he is apt to ·cast contempt and 
reproach on others.-Bp. Hall. Acts xxiv. 5. Tertullus. 

Prov. xviii. 4. The words of a man's mouth, &c. This 
sentence expresses the depth, the abundance, the clearness, 
and the force of the counsels of the wise man,-Calmet. 

Prov. xvili. 5. To accept the person of the wicked. To 
show favour or partiality to the wicked : as when the false 
evidence of the witnesses against Na both were for J ezebel's 
sake accepted; 1 Kings xxi. 9-13. 

Prov. xviii. 8; xxvi. 22. The words of a talebearer 
are as u·ounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of 
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tlte belly. A whisperer of false stories makes a great show 
of harmlessness, if not of love and kin<lness, when he back­
bites others, nay, seems perhaps to do it very unwillingly, 
with great grief of heart; and not without excuses for the 
persons from whom he detracts; but his words give them 
the most deadly wound, and sink deep into the minds of 
those that hear them,-Bp. Patrick. 1 Sam. xxi. 7; xxii. 
9-16. 

Prov. xviii. 9. Is brother-to him. "Is little better than 
he that is a great spender; he equally consumes the estate 
with which he is entrusted."-Bp. Hall. Sloth and ex­
travagance are.nearly related. Of all prodigality that of 
time is the worst. An idle man is a burden to his friends, 
an eye-sore to his kindred, the shame of his name, the ruin 
of his house, and the bane of his posterity .-Bp. Sanderson. 
Prov; xxiii. 21. 

Prov. xviii. 10. The name of the Lord, &c. That is, the 
Lord, as He hath revealed Himself in His works, and espe­
cially. in his Word, by his promises and the declarations of 
his infinite perfections, and of his good-will to his people. 

· -Poole. Exod. xxxiv. 5_;._7, Seep. 142. 
Prov; xviii. ·20. A man's belly shall be satisfied with the 

fruit of his mouth. Wise and edifying discourses tend to 
the comfort and satisfaction of the speaker as well as to 
the good ofthe·hearer.-Poole. 

Prov. xviii. 21. Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue, and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. It i~ 
a great power which the tongue hath, whether for life or 
death ; good words tend to life, evil unto death, whether 
to ourselves or others ; and according as a man would 
rather to improve it, so shall it speed with him either way. 
-Bp. Hall. This latter clause may intend either a caution 
against the love of talking, see Prov. x. 19. James i. 19, 
or that men will receive either good or evil, as they accus­
tom themselves to speak well or ill. Eccles, x. 12-H. 
It has been remarked that a -word unspoken is like a sword 
in the scabbard-thine ; if vented, thy sword is in ano­
ther's hand; and on Prov. xiii. 3, which also relates to the 
regulation of the tongue, that he that blunts out every thing 
that comes into his head, not minding what he says, is in 
the ready way to ruin. See p. 144. 
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Prov. xix. 2. He that hasteth-sinneth. " ' He that 
hasteth, stumbleth or falleth.' He that comes rashly to his 
determinations, without weighing all the circumstances, 
cannot but stumble and err."-Bp. Hall. As good not 
know as not consider. Neglect from inconsiderateness, 
want of attention, and looking about to see what we have to 
do, being often attended, as Bp. Butler has remarked, with 
consequences as dreadful as any active misbehaviour from 
the most extravagant passion. See also eh. xviii. 13, and 
p. 147. 

Prov. xix. 10. Delight is not seemly for a fool, much 
less for a servant to have rule over princes. A foolish man 
is unable to make a good use of pleasures, often destroying 
himself by them; but power is still less suited to a man of 
low origin and base disposition, who is intolerably insolent 
when he can domineer over his superiors. See also eh. 
xxx. 22. Eccles. x. 6, 7. No man is fit to govern another 
who cannot govern himself. 

Prov. xix. 22. The desire of a man is his kindness, i. e. 
of the poor man expressed in the next clause. The-hearty 
will and desire of being kind or liberal to others in neces­
sity, is all the kindness which a poor man can show, and 
is accepted of God, and should be owned by men as a real 
kindness. 2 Cor. viii. 12. Poole. 

And a poor man is better than a liar. If 
a wealthy man promise much and perfo1m nothing, a poor 
man who is w1able to undertake or perform is better than 
he.-Bp. Hall. Be careful in your promises and just in 
your performances ; and remember it is better to do and 
not promise, than to promise and not perform. Promise 
little, do much. Seep. 148. 

Prov. xix. 27. That causeth to err from the words of 
knowledge. "By 'the words ofknowledge ' we are here to 
understand, generally, the precepts of virtue and religion; 
and the sum of the advice given is, that we should be careful 
to guard against the arts and insinuations of such as set 
themselves up for teachers of infidelity and irreligion, who 
with a show of wit, genius, eloquence, and learning, en­
deavour to argue young persons out of their religious 
scruples, and excite their contempt of thei~· pious. par~nts, 
or minister, under the pretence of enlargrng thell' minds, 
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and freeing them from the shackles of prejudice and super­
stition." Mark iv. 24. Luke viii. 18. Isa. viii. 20. 1 John 
iv. 1. Bp. Sherlock. Scott. 

Prov. xx. 10. Divers weights, &c. See also eh. xx. 23. 
p. 153. That is, one set of weights and measures to buy 
with, and another to sell with, &c. are an abomination to 
the Lord; and under these is included all manner of fraud 
and deceit in commerce and trade. " Indeed, the strong 
language of Scripture in many places on this subject, de­
mands the most serious consideration of all persons engaged 
in buying and selling."-Scott. 1 Thess. iv. 6. See also 
p. 45, on Prov. xvi. 11. 

Prov. xx. 11. Even a child is known by his doings, &c. 
"It is not difficult, by the conduct and disposition of a person 
in childhood, to judge what is to be hoped or feared of him 
in riper years ; either good or evil begins to show itself 
betimes."-Bp. Hall. As in the case of Ishmael (Gen. 
xxi. 9. Gal. iv. 29) and Samuel. 1 Sam. i. 28; ii. 18 ; 
iii. 19. 

Prov. xx. 12. The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the 
Lord hath made even both of them. There are ears which 
hear not, and eyes that see not; but if a man have an 
hearing ear and a seeing eye, he is doubly bound to God, 
both for his sense and the improvement of it.-Bp. Hall. 
We are here reminded that we derive from God all that 
we have and all that we are ; and that, therefore, none 
ought to take glory to himself for any excellent qualities of 
mind or body which he may possess.-Calmet. Seep. 152. 

Prov. xx. 25. It is a snare to the man who devoureth, &c. 
"A man vows in his distress to give something to God, but 
having obtained his desire, studies how he may be loosed 
from his obligation."-Bp. Patrick. Numb. xxx. 2. 
Eccles. v. 4, 5. The evasions men often use with their 
own consciences, show how deceitful the heart of man is. 

Prov. xxi. 4. The ploughing of the wiclced. The designs 
and contrivances of the wicked, or the common and in 
themselves lawful actions of their life, partake of sin, be­
cause nothing they do is from a right motive. This may 
be illustrated by the parable of the great supper, in the con­
duct of those who made their lawful engagements an excuse 
for neglecting the Gospel. Luke xiv. 18, I 9. 24. See 
Prov. x. 16. 
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Prov. xxi. 6. ls a vanity tossed to ttnd fro, &c. " Is not 
more <lurable than heaps of chaff or clouds of smoke, which 
are soon dissipated by the wind."-Ilp. Patrick. Jer. xvii. 
11. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 

Pro\'. xxi. 8. The way of ma11 is froward and strange; 
but as for the pure, his work is right. As a man is, so are 
his works. Man by nature being estranged in heart from 
God (Rom. viii. 7), the course of his life will be one of 
ungodliness (Gal. v. 19-21); while the truly converted 
man will show the purity of his heart by the holy fruits of 
the Spirit in his life. Gal. v. 22-24. See Patrick. Poole. 
Seep. 159. 

Prov. xxi. 16, The man that wande.reth out of the way 
of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the 
dead. This proverb shows their imminent danger of final 
apostasy, and of condemnation to eternal death, who turn 
aside from the truth. (2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. Heh. vi. 4-8.) 
It furnishes a solemn caution to the children of pious 
parents. The word congregation seems to intimate the 
multitude wl10 do evil, and the increased danger, therefore, 
of following them. Matt. vii. 13. See p. 160. 

Prov. xxi. 25. The desire of the slothful killeth him, 
" The unsatisfied desires of the slothful wear him out : or 
refusing to labour, he is tempted to plunder, and so comes 
to an untimely end. He thinketh to live by wishing and 
desiring all tl1ings ; but will take no pains to get aught." 
-Scott. First deserve .and then desire. 

Prov. xxii. 2. The rich and poor meet together. "The 
obvious meaning of this proverbial speech is, that the 
rich and poor are mingled or rather associated together as 
members of the same community, under very different cir­
cumstances, indeed, as to their outward appearance and 
condition, but with a manifest equality as to their nature 
and origin. (Job xxxi. 15; xxxiv. 19. Rev. xx. 12.) 
' The Lord is the maker of them all,' ordering their present 
inequality for their mutual good."-See Dean Moss. 
1 Cor. xii. 21. 

Prov. xxii. 9. He that hath a bountiful eye, &c. He 
who, like Job (eh. xxix. 13), freely gives, and delights to 
afford pleasure to others ; opposed to him who has an evil 
eye, as alluded to Prov. xxiii. 6, "Eat thou not the bread 
of him that hath an evil eye," &c., referring to the enviouR 
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or covetous man, who, though from motives of o~tenta­
tion, and wishing to be thought liberal, may give entertain­
ments, grudges in his heart what his guests take. See also 
Matt. xx. 15. ls thine eye evil, &c.-Calmet. 

Prov. xxii. 16. And he that giveth to the rich. "He that 
giveth to the rich and powerful, to induce them to wink at 
his oppression of others. "-Dr. Wells. 

Prov. xxii. 27. If thou hast nothing to pay, &c. Inti­
mating that if you have been so foolish as to become surety 
beyond what you were worth, the creditor will become so 
angry at your deception as tq proceed to extremities against 
you. 

Prov. xxiii. 2. Put a knife to thy throat. "Be careful, by 
all means, to restrain thy wanton appetite, if thou be a man 
given to please thy palate."-Bp. Hall. "This is a bold 
Eastern phrase, expressive of the absolute necessity of re­
straining the appetites, and intimating that thCTe is as much 
danger in indulging them, as there is in running against a 
knife applied to the throat."-Dr. Durell. God's re­
straints of the appetite only say, Do thyself no harm. 
Matt. xviii. 8, 9. Seep. 166. 

Prov. xxiv. 5. A wise man is strong, &c. Able by wis­
dom to do greater things than others can accomplish by 
their own strength.-Poole. Ch. ix. 10. See p. 170. 

As illustrating the superiority of wisdom over natural 
force, or, as Lord Bacon e:itpresses it, that " knowledge is 
power," may be noticed the invention of the inclined plane, 
the wedge, the screw, the pulley, the lever, and the steam­
engine, by which one man can do the labour of a hundred, 
or even a thousand men. 

Prov. xxiv. 27. Prepare thy work without, &c. "Get thy 
estate in good order, and then go and build thy house."­
For if the house be built, and the land neglected, another 
man will be likely to pos~ess both of them. Take care to 
furnish yourself with such things as are necessary, before 
you procure such things as are for ornament and comfort. 
Prefer a mean habitation to going in debt. Prov. iv. 26. 

Prov. xxv. 3. The heaven for height, and the earth for 
edpth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable.-This pro­
verb suggests a caution against rash condemnation of the 
counsels and designs of those in authority, from it being as 
impossible often for persons in private stations to form a 
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just judgment on the subject, as it is exnctly to discover the 
height of hC'aven, or the depth of the enrth, or discern what 
is contained in them. 

PrO\-. xxv. 15. A soft tong11e breaketh the bone. A 
gentle and submissive answer is generally the most effectual 
to soften the hardest heart. See p. 178. 

Prov. xxv. 20. As vinegar upon nitre, &c. By the 
natron or nitre of the ancients, is not meant what we now 
call nitre or saltpetre, but the mineral alkali called soda by 
chemists, which occasions a strong fermentation with all 
acids. Thus, in the passage before us, the unsuitableness 
of the singing of songs to a heavy heart, is very finely com­
pared to the opposition which subsists between vinegar and 
nitre.-Dr. Shaw. See p. 180. 

Prov. xxv. 22. Thou shalt heap coals of fire, &c. If 
he have the least spark of goodness in him, it will work a 
change in his mind, and make him throw off all his enmi­
ties ; or, if it have the contrary effect, he shall have so 
much the sorer punishment, and thou shalt not lose thy 
reward, which the Lord Himself will give thee.-Bp. 
Patrick. This may be illustrated by the history of Saul 
and David. Saul's hard heart was for a time melted by 
David's noble spirit of forgiveness (1 Sam. xxiv. 16. 21 ), and 
the Lord rewarded David, by.giving him rest from all his 
enemies (2 Sam: vii. 1 ), and establishing him on the throne 
of Israel. 2 Sam. vii. 8, 9. 12. 

The metaphor seems to be taken from founders, who 
melt the hardest metals by heaping coals of fire upon them. 
-Poole. 

Prov. xxvi. 2. As the bird by wandering, as the swallow 
by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come. The mean­
ing of this proverb has been variously explained. Curses 
which fly out of men's mouths causelessly, shall no more 
fall where they intend, than a swallow which wanders uncer­
tainly, or a dove which flies away swiftly will settle accord­
ing to their direction.-Bp. Patrick. See p. 182. 

Evils, naturalor moral, owe not their being to chance, 
like the accidental flight of birds in this or that direction, 
but are all directed by the will of an all-wise and superin­
tending Providence.-Dr. Durell. 

Prov. xxvi. 6. He that sendeth a message by the hand of 
a fool, cutteth off the feet and drinketh damage. He that 
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sends a message by an indiscreet or wicked person, puts 
himself to much pain, disables himself, and retards his 
affairs. The Targum explains it of a slothful messenger, 
who being sent on an errand is dilatory, does not make 
haste to bring back the answer, which is very vexatious to 
them that send him. Drinking, in Scripture, denotes the 
plentiful doing or receiving of any thing. Job xv. 16. 
They who are greatly afflicted, are said to drink the cup. 
Seep. 183. 

Prov. xxvi. 7. The legs of the lame are not equal, so is 
a parable in the mouth of fools. "A wise saying as ill 
becomes a foolish or ungodly man, as dancing does 
a cripple ; for as his lameness never so much appears 
as when he would seem nimble, so the other's folly is 
never so ridiculous as when he would· seem wise."­
Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xxvi. 8. As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is 
he that giveth honour ta a fool. The honour bestowed upon 
a foolish or ungodly man is thrown away as a stone is from 
a sling ; or as he that putteth a precious stone in a heap of 
stones. (See margin.) The precious stone, in the one 
case, and the honour in the other, is thrown away and lost . 
.,-Dr. Durell. Parkhurst. See p. 183. 

Prov. xxvi, 25. There are seven abominations in his 
heart. That is, a great variety of secret wickedness in ·his 
heart.-Bp. Hall. See p. 185. 

Seven is sometimes put in Scripture for many, a great 
number. Thus, Prov. xxvi. 16, the sluggard is wiser in 
his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason; 
that is, than many wise men. A mos often repeats, " I 
will not pardon the seven ; " that is, the numerous sins of 
Damascus, of Edom, of Gaza, of Tyre, of Ammon, &c. 
Amos i. 3, 6. 9. 13 ; ii. 4. 6.-Calmet. 

Prov. xxvii. 14. He that blesseth his friend, &c. "That 
is, lavishes on him flattering and unseasonable commenda­
tions. "-Dr. Isham. Jer. xxviii. All are not friends that 
speak us fair, and hence we should love those who advise, 
rather than those who praise us. 

Prov. xxvii. 19. As in water, face answereth to face, 
so the heart of man to man. A man may see himself while 
he looks upon other men, as well as know other men, by 
considering his own inclinations.-Lord llacon. Ps. xxxiii. 
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15. Seep. 193. He who understands his own heart, has 
the key to all others. 

Prov. xxvii. 20. Hell and destruction, &c. Meaning 
the grave, the state of the dead. So the eyes of man, &c. 
" So the eyes of man, and also his desires, arc never satis­
fied, but require some new object to please them."-Dr. 
Wells. 

Prov. xxvii. 26. The goats are the price of the field, &c. 
"' Are for the price of the field;' by selling thy goats thou 
"•ilt pay for the cultivation of thy land, or purchase it for 
thyself. "-Cal met. 

Prov. xxviii. 5. Understand all things. Understand all 
that is necessary for the discharge of their present duty to 
God and man, and for the attainment of eternal happiness. 

Prov. xxviii. 12. A man is hidden. Good men are forced 
to hide themselves, as was the case with Samuel, when 
Saul became wicked. 

Prov. xxviii. 17. A man tliat doeth violence to the blood 
of any person, shall flee to the pit ; let no man stay him. 
He that takes away the life of any man unjustly, shall 
speedily be destroyed, being pursued by vengeance and 
the horrors of a guilty conscience ; none shall attempt to 
save him. Gen. ix. 6. Elrod. xxi. 14. Numb. xxxv. 31. 
-Poole. See p. 199. 

Prov. xxviii. 21. To have respect of persons is not good,for 
for a piece of bread that man will transgress. On this verse 
Lord Bacon remarks, that men may be bribed by something 
else besides money to pervert justice, Easiness of humour 
in a judge is more pernicious than the corruption of bribes . 
. . . . One person shall be respected as his countryman, 
another as an ill-tongued man, another as a rich man, 
another as a favourite, another as commended by a friend, 
&c. and thus for a very slight matter, as it were for a bit of 
bread, judgment is perverted. Ch. xviii. 5; xxiv. 23. 

Prov. xxviii. 24. Is the companion of a destroyer. "Is, 
for the heinousness of his sin, in the next degree to a mur­
clerer."-Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xxix. 9. Whether he rage or laugh, there is no 
rest. " Whether a wise man deal with him seriously and 
severely, or jestingly, he will not be able to prevail, either 
for his own peace or the other's reformation."-Bp. Hall. 
Such an obstinate fool was N abal. 1 Sam. xxv, 17, 
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Prov. xxix. 12. If a ruler hearken to ties, all hi,Y ser­
vants are wicked. " When flatterers, slanderers, and false 
teachere are encouraged by the prince, good men either 
retire or are driven from employment under him, so that all 
affairs come into the management of the most unprincipled 
men in the nation, to the irreparable disgrace and injury of 
both prince and people."-Scott. Thus, Ahab preferring 
falsehood to truth, was surrounded with false prophets. 

Prov. xxix. 13. The poor and the deceitful man meet toge­
ther, the Lord lighteneth both their eyes. See also eh. xxii. 2. 
The debtor and the usurer, the poor and those who defraud 
and oppress them, meet both together, and the Lord causeth 
his sun to shine on them both, maintaining them both in 
life, doir,g good outwardly even to the worst deserving. 
This should lead us to admire the long-suffering of God, 
and to pity and bear with each other.-See Bps. Hall, Pa­
trick. 

Prov. xxix. 18. Where there is no vision the people perish. 
Where there are none to instruct the people aright, and ex­
pound the word of God faithfully to them. Prophets were 
anciently called seers, i. e. men who see further than others 
into divine things. 1 Sam. ix. 9. This maxim strongly 
inculcates the duty of sending missions, and especially of 
pr_oviding for the religious instruction of those in our own 
country. See p. 205. 

Prov. xxix. 19. A servant, &c. "A slave, and one that 
is of a servile nature, is not to be amended by reason and 
persuasion; though he hear, and understand too, what you 
say, he will not obey, till he be forced to it by more rigorous 
treatment."-See Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xxix. 21. He that delicately bringeth up, &c. 
" He that expresses too much tenderness for a servant, 
thereby makes him become saucy, so that he will at last 
assume too much authority.":__Dr. Wells. 1 Cor. vii. 20. 
Eph. vi. 5. 

Prov. xxix. 24. Hateth his own soul. "Brings upon 
himself the same guilt with the thief himself."-Bp. 
Patrick. 
--- He heareth cursing, and bewrayeth it not. "He 

heareth men urge with oaths respecting the theft, and yet 
keeps his wicked counsel, and discovers not the malefactor." 
-Bp. Hall. 
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Prov. xxix. 26. But every man's judgment cometlt from 
the Lord. " Men eagerly solicit the favour and protection 
of princes, but they forget God, who is the Judge supreme 
both of prince and people."-Calmet, 

To make it easy to refer to any proverbs explained in 
this chapter, the reader is directed to the General Index, 
p. 211. The intention of the writer, in arranging the 
prover~~ they occur in the first four sections, was to 
illustrate to the young the importance of a knowledge of 
geography, natural history, manners and customs of Eastern 
nations, and of the Mosaic Law, &c., in the study of the 
Bible generally, by showing its value even in one of those 
parts of Scripture where they might have thought some of 
those topics were least applicable. All knowledge may 
become, through the divine blessing, subservient to divine 
knowledge,-as the bee gathers honey from every flower, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

CONTENTS:-§ I. PART I. Chap. i.-ix. § 2. PART II. Chap. x.­
xxii. 16. § 3. PART III. Chap. xxii. 17-xxiv. § 4. PART IV. 
Chap. xxv.-xxix. § 5. PART V. Chap. xxx. xxxi. 

A FAMILIAR acquaintance with the Book of Proverbs being, 
as already alluded to, of so much importance to the young, 
as a treasury to them of thought and wisdom, it is hoped the 
following mode of treating it may promote this object. The 
association of a proverb with a suitable example from Scrip­
ture, having the benefit of-aiding the memory in retaining it 
-giving a clearer idea of its meaning-and leading to a profit­
able comparison of Scripture with Scripture. Examples, as 
Bp. Hall remarks, are the best rules for inexperience. 

In reference to the use to be made of this chapter, the fol­
lowing hints are offered :-
1. The tract may be given to the pupil, and he may be re­

quired fully to inform himself on all that is said on any 
one or more of the proverbs, with a view to a subsequent 
examination on such portion. Or, 

2. A class with their Bibles in their hands, may be required 
to refer to any particular proverb, which, having been read 
and explained, the question may be asked, Can you give any 
examples from Scripture illustrating this proverb ? And an 
appropriate example, which has not been noticed in the 
tract, may perhaps occur to one or other in the class. Such 
previous inquiry, whether it issue in this result or not, will 
tend to prepare the mind for greater attention to the illus­
trations actually given, and which may then form the sub­
ject of investigation. 

The References and Remarks* in the second column are in­
tended to suggest the practical improvement to be derived 
from the proverb ;-a subject never to be lost sight of, as 
without the personal application of Scripture to our own 
state and circumstances, a knowledge of its l1istory is of 
comparatively little use. 

• The writer is anxious to acknowledge that most of these remarks 
are borrowed; and many of them being proverbial, he has not known to 
whom he is indebted for them. 
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§ 1. PART I. CHAP~ 1.-IX. 

Ch. i. 5. A tmse man tcill hear, a..d u,Ul incre1W karning; and II man 
of v,ul,erst,anding skall attain unto wise t,otttl,$1!/.s. 

The Apostles. Many would not hear our Lord, and 
others who had professed themselves our Lord's dis­
ciples, offended by what they could- not immediately 
understand, turned away (Jok1t vi. 60. 66); but the 
Apostles, though often perplexed (Luk xviii. 34), often 
reproved by our Lord, and sometimes sharply, con­
tinued witJ1 him. (Lul-e xxii. 28.) Tht>y increa..'led in 
learning (.~(att. xiii. 11. 16), and attained, especially 
aft.er our Lord's resurrection (Jokn. ii. 22 ; xii. 16), 
such a knowledge of the mysteries of the Gospel, as to 
be able to instruct many others in the knowledge of 
it. Acts ii. Pro'D. x. 17. 

The Ethiopian nobleman, though so superior in reli­
gious knowledge to most of his countrymen, sensible of 
his own defects, did not think himself too wise to learn 
even from a stranger much his inferior in 1·a.nk. Acts 
viii. 27-39, •. 

They of the circumcision, who contended with Peter, 
showed a mind open to conviction, and obtained by it 
a clearer knowledge of the Gospel. Acts xi. 2.-18. 

Sergius Paulus, held in reputation for his intelligence 
and abilities, and a Roman of higl;i 1·ank, yet though 
educated a heathen, heard Paul, a despised Jew, and 
became a Christian. Acts xiii. 7, Pro'D, xviii. 15. 

The Bereans. Acts xvii. l l, 12. 
A polios, though an eloquent man, and mighty in the 

Scriptures, and already instructed in the way of the 
Lord, did not disdain further instruction, and in so 

Prov. Ix. 9. 
Job xxv Ill. 28. 
James I. 19. 
It Is well to learn 
even from· an ene­
my. 
Wise men are al­
ways learning. 

u If our stock of 
knowledge be not 
increasing, it is 
wasting.,. 
11 How much more 
doth it concern. us 
to be hearers ere we 
off'er to be teachers 
of others.-He ga­
then that hears, he 
spends. that teach­
eth. If we spend 
before we gather. we 
shall soon prove 
bankrupts." - Bp. 
Hall. 
Litany: 

"That it may 
pleB8e Thee to give 
to all thy people iri­
crease. of grace to 
hear meekly thy 
word, to receive it 
with pure affection, 
and bring forth the 
fruits of the-Spirit.'" 
Ps. cxi:K.. 34. 

doing greatly increased his own knowledge and useful- See t 00 Frov. xii. 
ness. Acts xvi.ii. 24-28 ; I Cor. iii. 6. 15. 

i. 7. The fear of tM Lord is the beg~nning of knowWge; 

Abraham ma.de the fear of the Lord the foundation 
of the education of his children, and tbe instruction of 
his household. Gen. xviii. 19. 

Prov. viii. 13,;. ix. 
10 ;. x:r..iii. 17. 
Ps. cxi. 10. 
.Jer .. ii:. 23, 24, 

Jethro. This was the principle of his advice to 
Moses respecting the choice of fit persons to judge the 
Israelites. Erod. xviii. 21. 

Eunice, thus brought up Timothy, tal<ing the Holy 
Scriptures for her guide. 2 Tim,. i. a ; iii. 15. 

but foo/.s despise IM$<Wm and instruct;o,i. 

Cain despised God's instruction. Gen. iv. 6-8. 
Hophni and Phi11eas, hating knowledge, and not 

choosing the fear of the Lord ( I Sam. ii. 12. ProfJ, i. 
29), despised their father's instruction. I Sam. ii. 2a. 

Holiness is the right 
path to knowledge. 

The end of learning 
is to know God, and 
out of that know­
ledge to love and 
imitate Him. 

• This new convert planted a flourishing church in Ethiopia. lrtnt1!1ts. Eu1ebiu1. 
t Where the words 1

• see on" are thus used, it refers to a proverb illustrated in 
this chapter. 
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Rehobonm, the son 1ui<leucceseor of Solomon. 1 Ki1lfjB 
xii. 13. 

'fhe Athenian philosophers despised God's messen­
ger sent to instruct them in the knowledge of God a.a 
revealed iu Christ. (Acts xvii. 18.) '£heir folly in so 
doing appears from Jolin xvii. 3. (See on Pr01J. xiv. G.) 

The Jews and Greeks, who rejected the Gospel. 
l Cor. i. 18. 23, 24. 
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Litany: 
"From conte1npt 

of thy word, gol'J<l 
Lord, deliver U!." 
Collect for 2nd Sun­
day afler Trinity. 

Ck. i. 8, 9. My son, l,ear 11,e instruction of tl,y fatlwr, and forsake not 
the law of tky motlier: for they shall be an ornauu,nt of grace uJllo thy head, 
and cliains about thy neck. 

As· Abraham was very careful in the religious- in­
struct:on of his children ( Gen. xviii. 19), so Isaac is 
an instance of a son attending to it. He walked before 
God as his father Abraham had done. ( Gen·. xlviii. 15.) 
A remarkable instance of his obedience to his father 
was the suffering himself to be bound on the altar, he 
being then more than twenty years old. ( Gen. xxii. 0.) 
He was highly honoured by God, who established h1s 
covenant with him (Gen. xxvi. 3~5), and speaks of 
himself as the God• of Isaac. Gen. xxviii. 13. 

Moses had pious parents, as is inferred from Heb. 
:i<i. 23, which speaks of their faith. As the adopted 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, he was soon exposed to the 
contamination of an idolatrous court ; but the over­
ruling providence of God appointing that his earliest 
yem·s should be· spent with his• parents Arnram and 
Jochebed· (Ezod; ii. 7-10); who; we c!l.nnot doubt, in­
structed him in true religion,. he forso·ok not' their in-
1Structions in after years, but, through God's grace, 
followed in. the steps of their faith, was· enabled to 
esteem the reproach of Christ· greater· riches than the 
treasures of Egypt (Heb, xi. 24-26), and became the 
honoured instrument of delivering the Church of God· 
from her house of bondage. 

Samuel, dedicated to the service of God by his 
mother ( l Sam. i. 28), forsook not that service ( I Sam. 
ii. 18), and was highly honoured. l Satn. iii. 19-21. 

Solomon wns instructed by his father (Pro1'. iv. 3, 
4, &c. l Chron. XX\'iii. 9), and while he continued 
obedient to his father's advice, greatly prospered 
(1 Kings iv. 29, 30. 2Chron. ix. 8); but dishonout· and· 
trouble overtook him when lie forsook it. l Kings xi. 
5-11. 

Timothy had a pious mother (2 Tim. i. 5), was in­
structed hy her in the Holy Scriptures (2 Tim. iii. 15 ), 
and forsooknot'the law of his mother. (2 Tim. i. 5.) He 
was early distinguished for his piety (Aots xvi. 1, 2), 
and became eminent in the Church, as appears from 
Paul's two Epistles to him, and his joiuing his name 
with his own in six other Epistles •. 

Prov. iii. 1-4; vi. 
20-23 ; xxx. 17. 
Lev. xix. 3. 
Deut. xxvii. 16. 

The substance of a 
child's duty, and 
the foundation of 
his happiness lie in 
these two rules laid 
down in Prov. i. 7 
-9, namely, to fear 
God and to honour 
his parents. 

Catechism: 
"My duty to lo,·e, 

honour, &c., father 
and mother ... 
Honour your pa­
rents, and your chil­
dren will honour 
you. 
Such a behaviour 
as you show to your 
parents, such ex­
pect from your own 
children. 

See on Prov. ,•iii. 
17; xxiii. 22. 

• E<cleslastical history confirms this account, speaking of him as Dishop of Ephesus. 
C 6 
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Ch. i. 10. My son, if sinners entice tlia, eon.,ent tAou not. 

Adam. Gen. iii. 6. 
The prophet of Judah. (l Kings xiii. 15-19. 24.) 

"There is no temptation so dangerous M that which 
comes shrouded under a veil of holiness, and p1-etends 
authority from God himself."-Bp. Hall. 

Jehoshaphat, enticed by Ahab to go to Ramoth­
Gilead, where he nearly lost his life. ( I ICings xxii. 4. 
31. 2 Chron. xviii. 2. Prof!. xvi. 29.) And 11.gain by 
Ahaziah, which pro,·ed the destruction of his fleet. 
2 Chi·on. xx. 35-37. 

Joash. 2 Chron. xxiv. 17, 18. l O>r. xv. 33. 
The Galatians, beguiled by enticing words of false 

teachers. Gal. i. 6, 7 ; iii. l. 
J oseph's firmness overcoming temptation by avoiding 

the tempter. Gen. xxxix. 9, 10. Pro'D. xiv. 27. 
Micaiah. l Kings xxii. 13, 14. 
Job. Job ii. 9, 10. 
Peter. Aas viiL 18. 20. 
Our Lord's resistance of temptation by an appeal to 

Scripture (Matt. iv. 3-10) ; and thus instructing us 
how to escape from the wiles of the devil. Eph. vi. 17. 

i. 20. Wisdom crieth IDitkout. (Explained, p. 7,) 

Wisdom eried without in the publicity given to the 
Gospel by our Lord (John vii. 37 ; xviii. 20) ; and by 
his Apostles. Matt. x. 27. Mark xvi. 15. Rum. x. 18. 
Oil. i. 6. 

The manifold instructions of wisdom also appear, l. 
in the dictates of our own consciences ; 2. in the laws 
of God ; 3. in the mouth of his ministers ; 4. in the 
admonitions and example of good men ; 6. and in the 
course of God's providence, especially as exhibited in 
the Bible (.Rom. xv. 4. 2 Tim. iiL 16, 17); rendering 
us utterly inexcusable if we neglect so great salvation, 
and showing that every man's destruction is from 
himself. 

Deut. xiii. 6-8. 
Prov. II. 10-22. 

:r.~· ~~0
1!• Bin as 

from the face of 11 
serpent, adopting 
the resolution of the 
Psalmist, Ps. cxix. 
115. 

Depart from me ye 
evil doers, for I will 
keep the command­
men Is of my God. 

Collect for the 18th 
Sunday after Tri­
nity. 

See on Prov. xiii. 
20. 

Prov. vi.iL; ix. 1-5. 
Pa. lxvii. 
Prayer for all con .. 
ditlons of men. 

Third Collect for 
Good Friday. 
Heb. xii. 25 ; ii. 
1-4. 

L 23. Turn you at my reproof; behold I will pour out my Spirit unto 
!J()U, I will maJce hwwn my tDOrds unto you. 

On the day of Pentecost many of the crucifiers of 
our Lord turned at the reproof of God's word preached 
t.o them by the Apostles, and received the gift of the 
Holy Ghost (Aclll ii. 36-42), as foretold by the pro­
phets. Joel ii. 28. Zech. xii. 10. 

The world before the flood, and the Jews, as re­
ferred to by Isaiah, not turning at God's reproof, the 
Holy Spirit was withdrawn from them. Gen. vi. 3. 
Isa. !xiii. 10. 

Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 
Communion Ser-­
vice: 

"Hear what corn~ 
fortable words our 
Saviour Christ aalth 
to all that truly turn 
to Him," &c. 
Matt. xi. 28. 
Lam. v. 21. 



to i. 32.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

C/1, i. 20, TT,en shall tT,ey eall upon me, but I will not amswer. 
seek me early, but tluy shall not find me. 
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They,haU 

The Israelites, after their defeat by the Amorites, 
wept before the Lord, but He would not hearken to 
their voice. Deut. i. 45, 46. 

The Jews, as refen·ed to by Isaiah, i. 15; by Jere. 
miah, xi. 11 ; by Ezekiel, viii.18 ; by Hosea, v. G; by 
Micah, iii. 4 ; by Zecharie.h, vu. 13 ; by our Lord, 
John vii. 34. 

Ps. lxvl.18. 
lea. Iv. 6. 
Eccles. xii. I. 
Matt. v. 25. 
Luke xiii. 24, 25. 

i. 30, 31. They would none of 111y counsel: they despised all my reproof: 
therefore sl1all they eat of the /rui.t of their <nen u:ay, and be filled wuh their 
own demces. 

The Israelites despising the food which God had Prov. xix. 20. 
provided for them (Numb. xi. 4-6. Psalm cvi. 13, I 4), Gal. vL 7, B. 
were punished by having their request for flesh 
granted. (Numb. xi. 20. 33. Ps. cvi. 15.) Again, 
when they despised the counsel of God, and invaded 
Canaan, after having been forbidden by Moses, they 
were punished by defeat. (Numb. xiv. 44, 45.) They 
prospered while governed by Samuel, according to the 
counsel of God ( l Sam. vii. 13) ; but despised bis re-
proof by desiring a king ( l Sam. viii. 7·. 19) ; and in 
the distress and defeat which they suffered under the 
rule of that king, were made to eat of the fruit of their 
own ways, and were filled with their own devices. 
l Sam. xiii. 6-23 ; xxxi. 1-10. 

Those are marked 
for ruin that are 
deaf to reproof and 
good coW1sel. 

God commanded one year in seven to be kept as a The essence or all 
Sabbath, in which the land was to be left uncultivated wickedness is for• 
for the benefit of the poor, and their brethren to be saking God. 
released from slavery and debt. (Le1'. xxv. 1-7. Exod. 
xxi. 2. Deut. xv. I, 2.) Their covetousness led the 
Israelites to despise and disobey this counsel, for which 
they were punished by being deprived of the produce 
of the land for seventy years, and taken us slaves to 
Babylon. 2 Cl1ron. xxxvi. 3-21. Jer. xxxiv. 10-22. 

Saul. God had commanded that no witch should be 
allowed in the land. (Deut. xviii. 10-12.) Saul was 
well aware of this ( l Sam. xxviii. 3), yet he consulted 
the witch of Endor. He in consequence received the 
notice of hie own destruction. l Sam. xxviii. 7.15-20. 
Isa. iii. 11. 

General Confession: 
"We have followed 
too much the de­
vices" &c 
Litan

1

y: u°wehum­
bly beseech Thee, 
&c., turn from us 
all those evils that 
we most righteously 
have deserved," &c. 

See on Prov. v. 22. 

i. 32. The turning away of the simple ahall alay them, and the prosperity 
of fools shall destroy them. 

The imminent danger in which the rich young man Heb. iii. 12-14; vi. 
appears of falling short of eternal life. (Mark x. 17- 11, 12; x. 36, 39. 
25.) Wealth is not the way to heaven. 

'l'he Israelites. Deut. xxxii. 15-25. Hosea xiii. 
6-11. 

Babylon. Isa. xlvii. 7-9. 
Moab at ease. Jer. xlviii. l I. 15. 
Sodom. Ezek. xvi. 49. Gen. xix. 24, 25. 
Tyre. Ezek. xxviii. 2. 7, lG, 17. 

Deut. viii. II. 19. 
Prov. XXV. 16. 
Litany : " In all 
time of our wealth, 
good Lord, deliver 
us." 

See on Prov. xiv. 14. 
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Cl. i. 33. Bwt 1M010 ._,.~ •1111> ,m 8Mll d!Dell 1<1felg, and sliaU be 
q11iet fi·om fear of eml. 

Noah. Gen. vi. 22 ; \'ii. 23. HelJ. xl. 7. 
Shadrnch, llleshaoh, and Abednego, walking in the 

midst of tbe tire. Dan. iii. 25. Ps. cxxxviii. 7. 
Daniel in the lions' den. Da,,,. \'i.10. 22. The wicked 

laid a snare for him, yet he erred not from God?s pre­
cepts (Ps. cxix. 110), and found him a very present 
help. Ps. xlvi. I. 

The sheep of Christ. John x. 28. 

Second Collect al 
Evenlug Prayer. 
Is11. xxvl. 3. 
Prov. xl.1:. 23 ; 'JC.IX. 
5; viii. 32-36. 

ii. 6. The Lord gi'NIIA tri.sdml,: out of Ai., mtlU&A oom~th knoioledge and 
understanding. 

Joseph. Ge». xii. 38, 39. 
Moses. Exod. iv. 12. 
Solomon. l Kings iii. 12 ; iv. 29. 
Daniel. Dan. i. 17. Observe also his' thanksgiving 

and praise to God for the gift. Dan. ii. 23. 
The Apostles. Luke xxi. 15 ; xxiv. 45: 
The two disciples going to Emmaus; Luke xxiv. 32. 
Stephen. Aas vi. 5. 10. 
Lydia. Acts xvi. 14. 
Paul's prayer for the Ephesians; Epfi. i. 17. 

Ps. xix. 7. 
Prov. viii. 14-. 
James i. 5; iii, 17. 
Fifth Collect at the 
end af the·Commu­
nion Service: 

"Almighty God, 
the fountain of all. 
wisdom," &c. 

ii. 8. He keepetl tM palll8 of jsdgmem, and preserDetl, the 'll)(J!J of his 
saints. (Explained, p. 38.) 

Thns God's grace interposed to keep David'from the 
murder of N abaL ( l Sam. xxv. 32-34.) God also over­
ruled the jealousy of the princes of the Philistines, to 
extricate him from that connexion with Achish, to 
which bis weakness of faith had led him ( l Sam. xxvii. 
I) ; and by which he was brought to the distressing 
necessity of either warring against his country, or 
betraying bis benefactor. I &m. xxix. 

Paul was tbns kept from sin. 2 Cw. xii. 7-D. 

Ps. xxxvli. 23, 24. 
28. 31; cxix. 117. 
Collects for 1st and 
2n d Sundays after 
Trinity. 
Morning Hymn :· 

Direct, contr.oul, 
suggest, this, day, 
all, &c. 

iii. 5, 6. Trust in the L01"d u:ith all thine- heart; and' lean 1rot unto thine 
01M understanding. In all thy =ys aclrfrwu:ledge him; and he shall direct 
thy paths. 

Abraham, in the choice of a wife for liie son;. There 
does not appear in it the least taint of worldly policy. 
No mention is made of riches, honours, or natural ac­
complishments, but merely of what related to God, 
His conduct is peculiarly marked by hie aversion to 
idolatry, his obedience to God, and faith in his: pro­
mises ; as one convinced tbe.t a prudent wife is from· 
the Lord. (Pror,. xix. 14. Gen. xxiv. 1-8.), S~:Fuller. 
So also in the progress of bis history, we see he ac­
knowledged God in all his ways. Where be pitched 
bis tent, there he raised an altar. Gen. xii. 7, 8; xiii. 4. 

Abraham's servant. (Gen. xxiv. 12-27.) "God will 
cause that to issue in our comfort in which we sin­
cerely aim at bis glory." 

I Chron. x:x.viii. 9. 
Catechism: 
Duty rowards God. 

Let prayer BBcend 
that grace may de­
scend. 



to iii. O, 10.J SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

Jacob, in preparing to meet his enraged brother 
Eanu, mnde every prepnration which human prudence 
could suggest (Gen. xxxii. 13-20); but he did not 
lenn upon this, but upon God, pleading his promise, 
nnd depending upon his blessing (Gen. xxxii. 9-12. 
24-28) ; and the issue was very remarkable. Gen. 
xxxiii. 4. Ps. xxxiv. 4. 

Jepbthah appears to have laid before God in solemn 
prayer all he said to the Gileadites, imploring his di­
rection. (Judges xi. 11.) Bp. Patrick. Knowledge and 
true wisdom come only from God. 

David consulted with God and prevailed. (1 Sa,-a, 
xxx. 6-8. &e on Pro~. xiv. 26.) Saul with the 
witch of Endor, and perished. (1 Chron. x. 13, 14.) If 
we had more faith we should have less care. 

Reuben, Gad, &c., were distinguished for their skill 
in war, but put their confidence not in. that skill, but 
in God ; and hence their great success agairuit the 
Hagarites, &c. 1 Chron. v. 18. 20. 

Asa. 2 Cl,ron. xiv. 9-15. 
Hezekiah. 2 Kings xviii. 4-7 ; xix. 14-37. 
Nehemiah's prayer (Neh. i. 4-11), and his. success 

(Ne/,. ii. 4-8), his t1·ust in God, and God's guidance 
of him, remarkably appear throughout his whole. book.. 
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u For our actions Jet 
his word be our 
guide, and for the 
evente of things and 
all that concern us, 
let his good pleasure 
and wi&e dispo!11ing 
be our wm. Let u!I 
give up the rodder 
of our life into his 
hand to be stee1ed 
by Him." - ,l.bp. 
Leighton. 

"By the Holy Scrip­
tures God. expresses 
his mind to us. By 
prayer we e~press 
our mind to God." 
-Bp. Hall. 
Concluding_ prayn 
in the Confirmation 
Service: '1 0 Al­
mighty Lord and 
everlasting God, 
vouchsafe, we be­
•eech Thee, to di­
rect," &c. 

See an Prov. xvi. 3. 

Cl,. iii. 7. Be not wise in tl,ine O!D11 eyes; fear tAe Lord, and depart from el)il. 

Ahab vainly thought that by disguising himself he. 
should avoid the evil which God threatened by Micaia.h. 
1 Kings xxii. 30. 34, 35. 

Contrast the history of Jeroboam and David. God 
raised Jeroboam to ihe throne of Israel (1 Kings xi. 
31 ), nnd promised, upon condition of his obedience, to 
make it as secure to him as David's (I Kings xi. 38); 
but Jeroboam, not trusting God, thought he. could, by 
his own worldly wisdom, better secure himself against 
evil. (I Kings xii. 26-33; xiii. 33,34.) Thus wise to do 
evil, but to do good having no knowledge, the conse­
quence was, he and his family were soon cut off (I Kings 
xv. 29); while David, fearing the Lord, was kept from 
evil, and his family established on the throne of Judah 
for nearly 500 years. Prot:. ii. 21, 22 ; xii. 3. 7. 

2 Cor. iii. 5. 
l Pet. v. 5. 
To be wise is not to 
be over-wise. 
•• Many had prnved 
wise if they had not 
thought themsel \'es 
SD."-Bp. Hall. 
"We ought to glory 
in nothing, because 
we have nothing of 
our own." - Cy­
prian. 

See on Prov. xxiii. 
4-; xxvi. 12; x.xvili. 
26. 

iii. 9, 10. Honour t.ke Lord u:ith thy substance, and '!Cit.k tl1.e ftrst-froits 
qf all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled u:itl, plenty, and tl,y presses 
sl,alt burst out wuh new wine. (&e p. 19.) 

Abraham honoured the Lord in paying tithes to Mel­
chizedek (Gen. xiv. 20), and God blessed him. Gen. 
xxiv. I. 

Jacob. Gen. xxviii. 22; xxxii. 10. 
'fhe pious women who offered their )ooking0 glasses 

for the service of the tabernacle. Erod. xxxv. 22; 
xxxviii.11. 

Hannah devoted her first-born to God (1 Sam. i. 

Prov. xi. 24- i xix. 
17; 
I Cor. xvi. 2. 
2 Cor. viii. 9. 
Luke xiv. IJ, H. 

Communion Ser 
vice, Offertory. 
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22. 28), but was no loser by her 81\crifice ; for one 
child given, behold five added. 1 Sa,11. ii. 21. 

Da,·id. l Chron. xxix. 1-6. 28. 
The widow, from our Lord's notice of whose offer­

ing, the poorest may be encouraged to give. l,fa1·k xii. 
41-44. 2 Cor. viii. 12. 1,fatt,. x. 42. 

The woman who anointed our Lord had 0, rich re­
ward in his notice of her. (llfark xiv. 3-9.) Let us 
11ever think that "'&Sted with which God is honoured. 

The centurion who built a synagogue for the Jews. 
(See on Pro~. xi. 17.) 

Cornelius. (Acts x. 2. 4. Pror. xxii, 9.) If we lay out 
for God we lay up for ourselves. 

The Philippians honow-ed the Lord with their sub­
stance by contributing to the support of Paul, his 
minister, and were abundantly blessed in so doing. 
Phil. iv. 15-19. (&e on Pro~. xi. 26.) 

The poverty which followed when the Jews, after 
their return from captivity, became negligent in build­
ing the temple. Hag. i. 4-11. Mal. iii. 8-12. 

God must have the 
first, and in the first 
place. 
"Well may we think 
our substance duo 
where we owe our­
selves "-Bp. /loll. 
\Vhat comes from 
God's bounty muAt 
be laid out to God's 
glory. 
Giving much to the 
poor, doth enrich a 
man's store. 

Ch. iii. 11. My son, dupise not the cha3tening of the Lord; neither be 
weary of his correaion. 

Job. (Job i. 20-22. Jama v. 11.) See also Elihu's 
description of the feeling of a pious mind under the 
chastisement of the Lord. Job xxxiv. 31, 32. 

Moses deeply felt his being denied entering the pro­
mised land (Deut. iii. 23-27) ; but his song, uttered 
immediately before his death, in which he expresses 
such admiration of the Divine perfections, shows he 
was not weary of God's correction. (Deut. xxxiii, 26.) 
It is the business of a Christian to bear the will of God 
as well as to do it. 

David's resignation. (2 Sam. xv. 25, 26; xvi. 10-12.) 
The sword never departed from his house after his 
grievous fall; but observe his last words. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, 

Our Lord :in Gethsemane. (llfatt. xxvi. 3!J.) The 
sentiments and supplications suitable to all human 
beings in a state of distress, are here expressed in a 
few words, by Him who was the greatest example at 
once both of suffering and submission.-Ogden. 

Hezekiah (Isa. xxxix. 5-8) contrasted with his 
father Ahaz (2 Chron. xxviii. 22), and with Jehoram, 
J,ing of Israel (2 Kings vi. 31-33); who both de­
spised the chastening of the Lord. 

Jerusalem received not correction (Zeph. ill. 2), but 
revolted more and more. Isa. i. 5. 

Visitation of the 
Sick : The Exhor­
tation. 
Mic. vii 9. 
Lam. iii. 39. 
Heb. xii. 5, &c. 
Jer. x. 24. 
If God afflict yon, 
let not impatience 
add to the affliction. 
11 Quietness before 
God is one of the 
most difficult of 
Christian graces; to 
sit where He places 
us, to be what He 
would have us to 
be, and as long as 
He pleases." -Cecil. 
u O God, I have 
made an ill use of 
thy mercies, if I 
have not learnt to 
be content with thy 
correction e." - Bp. 
Hall. 

Observe from Jer. vii. 23-34, the consequences of See on Prov. xxiv. 
not hearkening to correction. 10. 

iii. 12. For u:hom the Lord lo-oe!li lie correcieth; ooen aa a fathei· tlte son 
i rt ,r/wm l,,e deligliteth. 

Joseph. "It is probable that his advancement might Pe. xciv. 12. 
have been fatal to him, had he not been previously 



to iii. 25, 26.J SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

prepared for it by a long course of suffering. We 
shoulil have lool<ed upon him with concern had we 
seen him in bonds and lmown hie innocence. But God, 
who had a far more indulgent and tender compassion 
for him, left him in n condition from which we should 
have delivered him." Gen. xxxvii. 23-36; xxxix. 20; 
xl. 23. Ps. cv. 18. 

The Israeli tee in the wildernese; God's love in sub­
jecting them to such trials in it. Deut. viii. 3-6. 15, W. 

Jehoshaphat. God destroyed his fleet to disengage 
him from hie connexion with wicked Abaziah (2 Gimm. 
xx. 35-37), and it seems to have bad this effect. 
(l Kings xxii. 49.) It is a mercy to have that taken 
from us that takes us from God. 

The people of Judah were sent into captivity in 
Babylon for their good (Jer. xxiv. 5-7); and this, as 
appears from Ezra (Ezra ix. x.) and from Nehemiah 
(Neh. ix.), was the effect. 

Paul's thorn in the flesh was sent to preserve him 
from pride. 2 Cor. xii. 7, 
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John xv. 2. 
As gold is tried in 
I he furnace, so are 
acceplable men in 
the furnace or ad­
versity, and they 
must p~s through 
one furnace after an­
other till their cor­
ruptions be purged 
away. 
The gem cannot be 
polished without 
friction, nor man 
perfected without 
adversity. 
Affliction is an an .. 
~el of merc'y sent to 
lead us out of So­
dom. 
The way of the cross 
is the royal way to 
the crown. 

See on Prov. xvii. 3. 

• Ch. iii. 13. Happy is the man that firulet,h wisdom, and the man that 
get,tet,h understanding. 

Manasseh, though bound in fetters, and carried cap­
ti_ve to Babylon, yet the correction being sanctified to 
lum, was happy, even e.t such a cost, to have found 
wisdom. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. 

The pare.hie of the merchantman seeking goodly 
pearls. Matt. xiii. 45, 46. 

The happiness of Paul in having found Christ (the 
wisdom or God, I Cor. i. 24. 30), though for Him he 
had suffered the loss of all things. Phil. iii. 7-9. 

Job n:viil. 12-28. 
Prov. iv. 5-9; viii. 
32-35 ; ii:,:. 8. 
Matt. xvi. 26. 
John v. 39 and Ps. 
cxix. 130, compared 
with 2nd Collect in 
Advent. 

See on Prov. ii. 6. 

iii. 17. Her =ys are irays ofpleasamness, and all her paths are peace. 

The result of Hezekiah's observance of God's laws, 
restoring public worship, keeping the passover, &c. 
(2 Chron. xxix. 36 ; xxx. 26), contrasted with the 
misery attending his wicked father's neglect of reli­
gion. 2 C/iron. xxviii. 

The blessing promised to those who duly observe 
the Sabbath. Isa. lviii. 13, 14. 

The Church at Jerusalem (Acts ii. 46), made by 
God joyful in his house of prayer. Isa. lvi. 7. 

The great joy of the Samaritans, on receiving the 
gospel. Acts viii. 8. 

The Church at Antioch, in Syria. Acts xiii. 52. 

Prov. xxii. I 7, 18. 
Pa. cxix. 165. 
Malt. xi. 28-30. 
Rom. v.1-5. 
Pa. xxv. 10; xxxvi. 
7-9. 
Second Collect at 
Evening Prayer, for 
Peace. 

11 With the pleasant 
ways ofreJigion may 
be contrasted the 
bard way of trans­
gressors." 

The Macedonian Church. 2 Cor. viii. 2. seeonProv.xiii.15. 
The strangers scattered throughout Pont11s, &c., 

even when in deep outward affliction. l Pet. i. 8. 

iii. 25, 26. Be not afrai.d of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of tlte 
wicked, 1rlum it cometh. For l},e Lord sliall be thy confidence, and shall keep 
thy foot fr()'f11 being taken. 

Moses' calmness at the passage of the Red Sea. I Sam. ii. 9. 
Exod. xiv. 13, 14. Isa. nv. 4. 
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Rahab's faith and preservation at the deati-uction of 
Jericho. Josk. vi. 2', 25. HdJ. xi. 31. 

Elisha, when surrounded by the 11.rmy of Benha.dad. 
2 Kings vi. 16, 17. 

Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian, his prel8Cl"vatiou at the 
destruction of Je~em by Nebuchadnezzar, because 
he )111,d put his trust in the Lord. Jer. xxxix. 15-18. 

The men who were grieved at tl1e iniquities prac­
tised at Jerusalem. Ezek.. ix. 4-6. 

The disciples had no cause for fear, when the storm 
a.rose. Because the waves rise the ship may be tossed, 
but because Christ prays it cannot be sunk. Matt. xiv. 
23-32. 

The servants of God at the day of judgment. 
2 Thess. i. 7-10. ~- vii. 3. 

[Ch. iii. 27, 

Rom. viii. 36-39. 
2 Pel. ii. 9. 
I John II. 28. 
Fear nothlug but 
1111. 

Litany: " 0 God, 
merciful Father," 
&c. 
Lukexvii. 5: "Lord, 
increase our. fiitb. 11 

See on Prov. xiv. 
26. 

Ck. iii. 27. 1Vit.Uold not good froin them t<, whom it iB due, u:ketl it is in 
the po,ur of thine hand to d-0 it. 

The Ammonites and Moabites were excluded the 
sanctuary, because they met not Israel with bread 
and water. Deut. xxiii. 3, 4. 

Na.baJ's churlishness to David (l Sam. xxv. 10, 11), 
who, by the admission of N abal's own servants, had been 
a great protection to Na.ha.I's property. I Sam,. xxv. 15. 

The Priest and Levite in the parable of the good 
Samaritan. Luke x. 30-35. 

The princes of Israel were prompt and cheerful givers, 
not requiring exciting appeals from Moses and Aaron, 
but self-moved, and giving on the very day that Moses 
had set up the tabernacle. Numb. vii. 1-3. 

The Church of Corinth, unlike the Church of Mace­
donia, deferred to give what· they had· been forward to 
promise. 2 Cor. viii. 1-11 ; ix. 1-7. 

The widow of the prophet, whose oil Elisha multi­
plied, was enjoined first to pay her debts, before she 
took care of herself and children. 2 Kings iv. 7.-See 
Bp. Patrick. 

Esther is a. noble instance of the right use of in­
fluence to do good to her people. EIIther iv. 16. 

Deut. xv. 9, &c.; 
:ni.17. 
Prov. iii. 23; 
n:vii. 1. 
Acts xx. 35. 
Gal. vi. 9, 10. 
I John iii. 16, IT. 
Acts of mercy are a 
dell! due (o God. 
Speed in bestowing 
doubles the girt. 
He that is long in 
giving knows not 
how lo give. 
" Defer not the least 
virtue." - G. Her­
ber!. 

Let not thy hand 
be stretched out to 
receive, antl shut 
when thou shouldst 
repay. Ecclus. iv. 
31. 

iii 31, 32. En'Dy tlwu not tl,e oppressor, and clwose none of Ms irays. For 
the fro,card i.s abomination to the Lord : 

The mighty men before the flood (Gen. vi. 4) were 
oppressors. The earth was filled with violence. ( Gen. 
vi. 11.) Though these tyrants were, according to the 
false principles by which the world judge, accounted 
heroes, esteemed famous (Gen. vi. 4), they were in­
famous in God's sight. Gen. vi. 12, 13. 

The Egyptians were the oppressors of God's people 
(E:rod. i. 13, 14; iii. 9 ; v. 7-13), but Moses wisely 
chose rather to suffer with the people of God than to 
enjoy the momentary pleasures of the Egyptians (Iloo. 
xi. 25, 261, hating oppression. (Aots vii. 24.) God•~ 
judgments came upon the Egyptians. 

Eccles. v. 8. 
Men are to be 
Judged or as Goel 
Judges or them. and 
not by the opinion 
of their fellow-crea­
tures concerning 
them. 



to iii. 35.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

Ephrnim cheated and oppreeeed, taking advantage 
of the ignorance nnd necessities of othe1·s to make un-
1·cneonnl,le profits in buying and selling. (Hosea xii. 7,) 
But though he grew rich, ruin at length overtook him. 
Hosea lived to see Ephraim taken into captivity. 

Jezebcl's oppression ( I Kings xxi. 7-13), and death. 
2 Kings ix. 30-37. Ps. xxxiv. 21. 

Paul was once an oppressor of men's consciences 
(Acts ix. l ; xxvi. 11 ), but when enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit, he bitterly lamented it as a grievous 
offence against God. l Oor. xv. 9. l Tim. i. 13. 

but his secret is wi.th the righteous. (Explained p. 39.) 

Abraham ( Gen. xviii. 17), who is particularly called 
the friend of God. James ii. 23. 

Samuel. I Sam. iii. 19-21. 
Simeon. Lulc8 ii. 25, 26. 
The disciples of Chl'ist. Matt. xi. 25. John vii. 17. 

Rn.ii.17. 
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It is a proof ofwiclt­
ednees to desire the 
net or evil men. See 
p. 41, on Prov. xii. 
12. 

See on Prov. nfv. 
19, 20. 

Prov. xl. 20. 
Pe. XXV. 14. 
John mv. 21. 

Cl,. iii. 33. The curse of tlie Lord is in the lwuse of tTie v,icke,l : 
Baasha was raised to supreme power, but all his 

family were destroyed by Zimri, as foretold by the 
prophet Jehu. l Kings xvi. 1-4. 12, 13. 

Jehoiakim, who had built himself a stately palace. 
Jer. xxii. 13-19. 

Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim, Jer. xxii. 24-30. 
Jehu. Hosea i. 4. 2 Kings xv. 8-JZ. 
Hazael. Amos i. 4. 
Jeroboam, the son of Joash (Amos vii. 9); a. pro­

phecy fulfilled in the days of Zechariah, the son 0£ 
Jeroboam, and fourth in descent from Jehu, who was 
murdered by Shallum. 

Esau. Obad. 18. 

but Tie blesseth the T,abitation of !Tie just. 
Abraham (Heb. xi. 12) contrasted with Ahab, who 

left 70 sons. 2 Kings x. 1-ll. 
Jacob, when a servant in his uncle's house, brought· 

a blessing upon it. Gen. xxx. 27. 
Joseph, though only a. slave, the Lord blessed the 

Egyptian's house for his sake. Gen. xxxix, 2. 21. 
Obed-edom. 2 Sam. vi. ll. 
'l'he poor widuw, 2 Kings iv. 2-7. 
The Virgin Mary, though in a mean and low con-

dition. Luke i. 27, 28. 48. 

iii. 35. The IIJU16 shall inherit gwry : 
The Psalmist. Ps. lxxiii. 24. 
'£he Apostles of Christ, though while on earth ac­

counted the filth of the world and the oJl'scouring of 
all things. John xvii. 24. 

Paul. 2 Tim. iv. 0. 
Those that for Christ's sake have done good to 

others. Matt. xxv. 34, &c. 

Prov. xiv. ll'i IV. 
25 ;. x•i 12. 
Second Command• 
ment: 11 Viaiting 
the sins of the fa­
thers upon," &c. 
Zech. v. 3, 4. 
Mal.il. 2. 

Isa. :itliv. 3. 
Ps-. L 3; xx::r:vii. 16; 
cvl.4.; cniii. 15. 

See Oil" Prov. i::. 25. 

Prov. iv. 5-9. 
Ps. LD<xiv. ll, 12. 
Lh·e for eternitr. 
They only are truly 
wise who are ma<le 
wis.c untosahaLion. 
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Those that endure temptation. James i. 12. 
Those that win souls (J>ror. xi. 30) and have turned 

many to righteousness. Dan. xii. 3. 
All who love and serve Christ. 2 Tim. iv. 8. John 

xii. 26. 

but WJ,me sliaJl be the p1·omotwn of fools. 

Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, worldly wise; but God 
maketh foolish the wisdom of this world. He is par­
ticularly branded with shame in sacred history as 
having made Israel to sin. (I Kings xxi. 22. 2 Kings 
xiii. 2. 11; xiv. 24; xv. 9. 18. 24. 28.) Shame and 
sin a.re inseparable. Pro~. xxiv. 8. 

Collect for 13th 
Sunday after Tri­
nity. 

I Sam. ii. 30. 
Ps. cxix. 4----0. 

See on Prov. x. 7 i 
xiii. 5. 

Ch. iv. 14, 15. Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the 
,ray of eril men. Af>Oid it, pass not by it, tu1-n from it, and pass a,ray. 

Lot. Gen. xiii. 10-13. In pitching his tent to­
wards Sodom is illustrated the remark that, if we 
would not fall into things unlawful, we must not ven­
ture to the utmost bound of things lawful. To tread on 
the edge of a precipice is dangerous if not destructive. 

Dinah, who went out from her mother's tent into 
the city of the ungodly Shechemites, to look about 
her with the young women who, as Josephus relates, 
were attracted by a festival at this time, where there 
was a great concourse of people, and some fine spec­
tacles were presented. ( Gen. xxxiv. Exod. xxiii. 2.) Re­
fer to the Apostle's advice respecting young women to 
be keepers at home. Tit. ii. 5. See also I Tim. v. 13. 

Solomon : such were the awful consequences of his 
entering the path of the wicked, that the high places 
which he built for Ashtoreth appear to have remained 
more than S50 years. 2 Kings xxiii. 13, with I Kings 
xi. 5. 

Jehoshaphat marrying his son Jehoram to Athaliah, 
the daughter of Ahab (2 Chron. xviii. I; xxi. 6), and 
its awful consequences. 2 Chron. xix. 2; xxii. 2, 3. 10. 
Pro~. vi. 27, 28. 

Meshullam, the son of Berechiah, is recorded among 
those who showed their zeal in repairing the wall of 
Jerusa'em (Neh. iii. 4); but his daughter entered into 
the path of the wicked by marrying Johanan, the son 
of Tobiah the Ammonite, a very bitter enemy of the 
Jews (Neh. iv. 3), and thus a pa.rty was formed even 
from among the nobles of Judah, which far more than 
counteracted all the good her father had done. Ne!,. 
Yi, )7-19, 

The marriage of the grandson of Eliashib, the high­
priest, with Sanballat's daughter. Ne!,. xiii. 28 •. 

Prov. xxiii. 6-8. 
Ps. i. 
I Cor. xv. 33. 
Ephee. v. 11. 
2 Cor. vi. 14-c-18. 
I Thess. v. 22. 
He that is not afraid 
of temptation is not 
afraid of sin, and he 
that is not afraid of 
sin is in danger of 
being destroyed by 
it. 
'' The very sight ot 
e,•il is dangerous, 
and it is hard for 
the heart not to run 
into those sins to 
which the eye and 
the ear are enured. 
Not out of love, but 
out of custom, we 
fall into some of­
fences. How many 
have fallen into a 
fashion of swearinlil', 
scoffing, drinking, 
out of the usual 
practice of others, 
as those that live in 
a pestilential air are 
infected by tlis­
eases."-Bp. /fall. 

* Josephus relates that this young man was natried Manasseh, end that at hie 
request 8anballat and the Samaritans buHt their temple upon mount Gerizirn, in 
opposition to that of Jerusalem, at which he officiated in some measure according to 
the Mosaic ritual. 



to iv. 18.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

'l'he Jews often went after the heathen. 2 ]{ings 
xvii. 15. 

Peter neglecting warning (Matt. xxvi. 34, 35), con­
fident in his own strength to resist temptation, asso­
ciated with the enemies of his Lord, and grievously 
foll. llfatt. xxvi. 50. 69-74, 

Demas. 2 Tim. v. 10. 
Contrast with these instances, I. Joseph : as a 

member of the family, and in the path of duty, he was 
ohliged ti, be with his wicl<ed brothers ; but he did 
not go in their way, he did not make himself a par­
taker of their sins (I Tim. v. 22), he had no fellowship 
with their unfruitful works of darkness (Eph. v. l l); 
but he testified of their works that they were evil. 
(Gen. xxxvii. 2.) 2. Daniel: his great ea.re, and that 
of his three friends, Shadrach, &c., to avoid fellowship 
with idolaters, affording a remarkable instance of tem­
perance and self-denial in young persons, who, being 
of the royal family of Judah, had been brought up in 
affluence. (Dan. i. 8-16.) Keeping their way, they 
preserved their souls. (Pro-o. xvi. 17.) 3. John's direc­
tion (2 John x. 11) to avoid that familiarity with 
heretics which would imply approbation of their evil 
conduct. The Church at Ephesus could not bear that 
which was evil. Re-o. ii. 2, See on Pr~. xix. 27. 
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Tho,e who really 
fear God, have t<,o 
serious a conflict 
with in-dwelling sin 
to gi\·e themselves 
up to external in~ 
citemenl!i lo evil. 
Their daily prayer 
is, '1. Lead us not 
into temptation," 
and lheir constant 
care is to avoid ir, 
faithful to their bap~ 
fo,mal vow. Can a 
man take fire in 
his bosom, 11nd his 
clothes not be burn­
ed ? Can one go 
upon hot coals. and 
his feet nat be 
burned l 
Prov. vi. 27, 28. 
Litany : " Prom all 
the deceits of the 
world, the flesh, and 
the devil,good Lord, 
deliver us." 

Ch. iv. 18. The path oftheju:rt is as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. (Explained, p. 39. See also on Prov. 
xiii. 9.) 

Jacob's earlier life was chequered by many infirmi­
ties and troubles, but his path brightens as he ad­
vances, and his faith and hope eminently sustain him 
at a. dying hour. Gen. xlix. I 0. 18. Heb. xi. 21. 

Zacharias and Elizabeth, through a. long life, exhi­
bited a bright example of holiness (Luke i. 6) ; and 
God seems to ba,•e gladdened especially their latter 
days, with an increase of knowledge, grace, and conso­
lation. Luke i. 41-00. 

Simeon, "as be comes nearer to finish his race, like 
a. fine setting sun, he looks richer in grace, and gives 
a. sure hope at the end of his days of rising in brighter 
array." Luke ii. 28-32 . . ilfatt. xiii. 43. 

The Apostles, in the earlier part of their history, 
amid many proofs of sincere devotedness to their Lord, 
their minds seem occasionally clouded by many pre­
judices, and their conduct by many infirmities (Mark 
vi. 52; xiv. 50 ; xvi. 14) ; but after the day of Pente­
cost, their whole character exhibits II brightc1· aspect. 
This may be traced out particularly in the Apostle 
Peter, from the Acts and his Epistles, as compared 
with the account of him in the Gospels. ll ia Inst 
Epistle, written just before his martyrdom, breathes a 
hope full of immortality. 2 Pet. i. 3. I I. 16 ; iii. 13. 
See on Pro-o. i. 5. 

Job :,:vii. 9. 
Hosea vi. 3. 
John viii. 12. 
Rev. xxii. 5. 
2 Pet. iii. 18. 
Confirmation Ser­
.vice: 11 Defend, 0 
Lord," &c. 
Religion is best un­
derstood when most 
practised. 
The more a man 
,valks after the Di­
vine counsel, the 
more he obtains of 
the Divine image; 
and the more he re­
sembles his Maker, 
the more he par­
takes of the Divine 
favour. 
If true religion is 
thus progrt:ssive, let 
such as 11rofess it 
inquire whether 
they nre daily be­
coming more holy, 
htJrnble, s,·lf-deny­
ing-, thankful, more 
kind, tender-heart­
ed, forgiving, more 
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Nathanael. John i. 46-&l. 
The :Ethiopian eunuch. Acts Yiii. 2i-39. 
Comelius. Acts x. l'tYJ'C. xv. 9. 
Tl,ose who love God's ordiuancos, Ps. lxxxiv. 7, 

[Ch. iv, IV, 

conformed. to the 
example of Christ. 
2 Pet. I. 5-11. 
Phil. Ill. 13-15. 

Ch. iY. 19. TM IMY ojtM 1cicked is ru da1:k11ess: !My know not at v:hat 
tMy stuinUe. 

Korah and his company confidently appealed to the 
Lord, imagining themselves secure in the extremity of 
danger. Numb. X\'i. 16-19. 

Ahab, who introduced the worship of Baal into Israel 
( 1 Kings xvi. 31 ), attributed the calamities brought on 
himself and his country to Elijah. l Kings xviii. 17. 

Babylon pretended to great wisdom and knowledge 
(Isa. xlvii. 10) ; but with all her knowledge could 
not foresee, nor with all her wisdom prevent, the 
threatened min. Isa. xlvii. 11. 

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. v. 19. 25; 
xliv. 15-23) and of Ezekiel (Ezelc. xviii. 29), and also 
now, their ignorance that their present miseries arise 
from their rejection of their Messiah. Deut. xxviii. 29. 
2 Cor. iii. 15. • 

Paul's commission shows how this darkness is to be 
removed. Ads xxYi. 17, 18. See also John viii. 12. 

2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
Matt. vii. 21-23. 
I John ii. II. 
The way of the 
wicked is full of 
gross ignorance and 
error, uncertainty 
and confusion, dan­
ger and misery is­
suing to their utter 
astonishment in the 
blackness of dark­
ness for ever. 
John xii. 35, 36. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

Collect for 3rd Sun­
day alter Easler. 

h-. 23. Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it ar.e the issues of life. 

Gideon, JI. mighty man of valour (Judgt3$ vi. 12), and 
therefore one to whom ambition would naturally be 
a strong temptation, yet kept his heart free from its 
seduction by the refusal of sovereignty, because he felt 
it would be sinful. Judges viii. 22, 23. 

Elisha was vei.·y poor, but he refused Naaman's very 
costly gift, though strongly urged to take it ; his heart 
being set, not on enriching himself, but on honouring 
God. 2 Kings v. 5. 16. 

Job's care, that his heart should not walk after his 
eyes ; that is, not to covet and seek after forbidden 
things which his eyes saw, and by which hie con­
scieuce should be defiled, and God dishonoured, Job 
xxxi.7. 

The Psalmist hated vain thoughts. Ps. cxix. ll3; 
xc. 12. 

Paul. Acts xxiv. 16. I Cor. ix. 27. 
Of those who did not keep their hearts with all dili­

gence, may be mentioned 
Eve, giving ear to the wicked one, whose first sug­

gestion of evil she ought instantly to have resisted. 
Gen. iii. 

'fhe descendants of holy Seth, wbo, suffering their 
eye to guide their heart, became unequally yoked with 
unbelievers (Gm. vi. 2); learned their works and pe­
rished. l Co,·.-xv. 33. Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

'l'he Israelites sang God's praise, tlicy soon forgot 

Prov. xxiii. 19. 26. 
11 By the heart is 
here meant the af­
fections, passions, 
desires; and as these 
are, so will a man's 
life be; the streams 
must partake of the 
qualities of the 
fount~in." - Bp~ 
Beveridge. 
Matt. xii. 35---97. 
Jer. iv. 14. 

Jlad thoughts be­
get bad works, 
therefore suppress 
them at the begin­
ning. 
•• To keep our hearta 
two things princi­
pally are necessary 
-afrequent exami­
nation of our own 
heart (Ps. iv. 4), and 
a constant endea­
vour lo wean our 
affections from this 
world, and fix them 
on a better." Col. 
iii. 2. 
The standard for 
examination is the 
Word of God. Rom. 
vii. 7; ii. 16. 
Bishop Butler re-



to ver. 26.J SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 

his worl1s (P,. cvi. 12, 13); they well said all tlmt 
they spoke (Deui. v, 20), but they took not heed to 
keep their soul diligently. Ps. lxxviii. 29. 37, 

Jehu hnd a zenl for God (2 Kings x. 16), but not 
from right motives (verse 31). Look well to your mo­
tives. See on Pr01!. xxi. 8, 

Amazinh, king of Judah, on ascending the throne, 
ncted with both justice and humanity, and in one in­
stance made a great sacrifice of property in obedience 
to God's command (2 Cl,ron, xxv. 9, 10) ; but it is no 
praise to have done once well, unless we continue. 
Though he served God, it was not with a perfect heart. 
(2 Chron. xxv. 2.) He fell into idolatry (2 Cl,ron. xxv. 
14), as Joash had done (2 Kings xii. 3; xiv. 3), and 
was cut off in his iniquity. 2 Chron, xxv. 27. 

'fhe warning given by Solomon to the young man 
alluded to. Eodes. xi. 9. 

The way-side hearers in the parable of the sower 
not taking heed how they heard, but suffering the devil 
to take the good seed out of their heart (Luke viii. 12), 
became unfruitful. 

The Pharisees, The impurity of their motives cor­
rupted their best actions ; their prayers, alms, fast­
ings, &c. (Mau. vi. 6), proceeding from vanity, they 
were in God's sight only so many acts of sin. In 
I Cor. xiii. 3, we are taught that much almsgh·ing may 
be done without charity. 
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matKs, that " ~e 
should have ::i. con­
stant regard to the 
Ht8pfriou• parts r,f 
our real character," 
(the Bin that doth 
most easily beset 
us,) 11 and keep a 
steady eye over our­
selves in that re~ 
epect." . 
He that will not 
command his 
thoughts, will soon 
Jose the command 
of his actions. 
Ps. xix. 14; Ii. 10. 
Communion Ser­
vice : Thou shall 
not co\·et. 
u Almighty God, 
. ........ cleanse the 
thouglits of our 
hearts,. &c 
Order' my f~tsteps 
by thy ,rord, a11d 
make my heart ~in­
cere. Let sin have 
no dominion, Lord, 
but keep my con­
science clear. 

See on Prov. :1:J....ii. 
5; xxviii. 26. 

Ch. iv. 26. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy u:ays be establis/,ed. 
(Seep. 51 on P,·or;, xxiv. 27, and p. 48 on Pror;. xix. 2.) 

Abraham, in the choice of a wife for his son Isaac. 
Gen. xxiv. 1-9. See on Pror;. iii. 6, 6. 

Abraham's servant, desiring to understand the full 
obligation of his oath before he took it. ( Gen. xxiv. 5.) 
Throughout the whole chapter it nppears he acted 
with great deliberation, that he might do nothing 
mshly, anticipating probnble difficu!Lies, consideriug 
how it became him to net at each step, nnd anxious 
above all things that what he did should be agreeable 
to God's will. 

Joshua. Josh. xxiv, 16. 
'!'he spirit of Naomi's remarlc to Ruth was, that she 

should ponder the path of her feet ; that is, not act 
from the mere impulse of the momeut, but count the 
cost (Ruth i. 15); nnd Ruth's decision to cleave to 
Naomi, is nn instance of one acting deliberately (Ruth 
i. 16-18); having made her choice she perseve1·ed 
nud God's abundant blessing attended her. ' 

The Psalmist. Ps. xxxix. I ; cxix. 59. 
The good wife, as described (Pro'17. xxxi. 27), feeling 

that to look well to the ways of her household, thnt they 
act with propriety, is uo less her duty than to attend 
to her own individual conduct. 

Eccles. v. 1, 2. 
Eph. v. 15-17, 
Ps. cxix. 9. 

"He tbat contemn­
eth s.mall things 
shall fall by linle 
and little." 
Ecclus. xi.Jr.. 1. 

Before thou prayest 
prepare th)self. 

" There is nothing 
which makes so 
great a diITt!ren(C 
between 011e man 
and another as the 
practice of c:nlm and 
serious thinking." 
-Aberc:rombit:. 
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Daniel-the holy caution with which he eeems to 
have ta.ken e,•ery step in life (Dan. i. 8), and his caro 
that his iutercourse with his fellow-creatures should 
be distinguished by perfect integrity, Da11. ,,i. 3, 4. 

The prodigal son, when he came to consider his 
miserable st.'\te, and his sinfulness in the sight of God. 
Luke x,•. I 7, &c. 

Peter's decision to abide by Christ, as the only wny 
to eternal life. (John vi. 68.) His after life showed this 
was not the result of the mere impulse of the moment. 

Paul. Acts xxiv. 16. 
Asa, had he pondered the path of his foet, would 

not ha'l"e put his trust in an infidel king, rather than 
in God, who had done such great things for him. 
From that time he had wars. 2 Chron. xvi. 1-0. 

Solomon's caution against rashly becoming surety 
for others' debts. Pro~. xxii. 26, 27. 

[Ch. v. 21, 

11 The error of one 
moment may be­
come the sorrow of 
a whole llfc. 11 

\Vhen you rise In 
the morning con­
sider whnt you have 
to do, nnd when you 
retire at night con­
sider what you have 
done, remembering 
that the great end 
of life is to glorify 
God (1 Cor. x. 31), 
and the great rule 
of life ls his word. 

Collect for 91h Sun­
day after Trinity. 

Ch. v. 21. The IM!JS of man are before tl1e eyes of tlte Lord, and Tte 
porukreth all hi.s goings. 

Cain. God's notice of his sullen, downcast looks, 
which bespoke his rebellion against God, and his envy, 
jealousy, and re,·enge against his brother (Gen. iv. o, 
6), though it is not said he uttered any words to that 
effect. 

The B:ibel builders. (Gen. xi. 4-7-) The Lord.came 
cwu,n to see; i. e. He made it appear that He observed 
their motions and knew their intentions.-Bp. Pati-iclc. 

Sodom. (Gen. xviii. 21, &c.) In which pa.ssage God 
speaks after the manner of men, using the language of 
a good judge, who never passes sentence, much less 
executes it, till he bas examined the cause.-Bp. Pa­
tr~lc. Among other sins, God noticed their great 
idleness. Ezelc. xvi. 49. 

God's anger against Balaam for the covetous dispo­
sition with which he went. Num. xxii. 32. 2 Pet. ii. 
16. Jude II. 

Uzzah, whose presumption cost him his life. 2 Sam. 
vi. 6, 7- I Chron. xv. 13. Num. iv. 15. 

David, who in the sight of God murdered Uriah, 
though be fell in battle by the sword of the Ammon­
ites. 2 Sam. xii. 9. 

Though Baasha fulfilled the will of God in the de­
struction of Jeroboam (1 Ki119s xv. 29), yet because 
he bad received no commission from God, because he 
did it, not to fulfil the will of God, but to gratify his 
own ambition, God charged Baa.aha with the guilt of 
the murder of Jeroboam. I Kings xvi. 7. 

Ahab-God charges him with the murder of Na­
both, though it was more immediately the act of Je­
zebel. l Kings xxi. 19. 

Belshazzar, weighed in the balance and found 
wanting. Dan. v. 22-28. 

Gen. x:x.xix. 9. 
Eccles. xii. 13, 14. 
Ps. c:x.xxix. which 
shows the deep im­
pression David had 
of this solemn truth, 
and the practical 
use we should make 
of it. 
He that sins against 
man may fear dis­
covery, but he who 
sins against God is 
sure of it. Job 
xxxiv. 21, 22. 
See p. 45 on Prov. 
xvi. I J, intimaling 
that God requires 
the strictest inte­
grity in all our deal­
ings in the smallest 
as well as the great­
est matters. 

Morning Hymn: 
Lei all thy converse 
be sincere, Thy con­
science as the noon• 
day clear; For God's 
nil-seeing eye sur­
veys Thy secret 
thoughts, thy works 
and ways. 



to v. 22.] scnIPTUnE EXAMPLES, 

Nntl1nn11el. Joh11 i. 40. 
Our Lord's cxnct notice of the sernn Churches of 

Asin: 
Ephesus. RerJ. ii. 1-7, 
Smyrnn. lle-o. ii. 8-1 I. 
Pergamos. Re-o. ii. 12-17. 
Thyatira. Re'D. ii. 111-29. 
Sardis. Re-o. iii. 1-6. 
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Philadelphia. Re'D. iii. 7-13. See on Prov. XL 3. 
Laodicea, Re-o. iii. 14-22. 11. 

Ch. v. 22. Hi3 01cn iniquities sltall take tl,e wuked himself, and l,e shall 
be lwlden with tl,e cords of Tiis sins. (Explained p. 30.) 

Saul. His own evil passions became his constant 
torment, and, in this sense, his punishment (1 Sam. 
xviii. 8, 9); and though he had convictions of con­
science ( 1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 17 ; xxvi. 21 ), the force of 
evil habits held him captive. His very attempts to 
extricate himself from evil only increased his guilt 
and misery. (1 Sair,. xxviii. 5-20.) He died without 
instruction. (Pro-o. v. 23.) Samuel ceased to warn and 
God to bear him, and be rushed forward through in­
creasing crimes to endless misery. 1 Cl,ron. x. 13, 14. 

Jerusalem, in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. ii. 16-19), 
and of Ezekiel. Ezek. xxii. 31. 

Ahithophel. 2 Sam. xvii. 23. 
Judas, drawn on by the love of money. Probably 

at first intending to limit its indulgence to thieving 
out of the common stock (John xii. 6); but eventually 
so taken by his own iniquities, as to betray the Son of 
God with a kiss. (Matt. xxvi. 47-40.) Though be con­
fessed his sin, abandoned its fl'llits, and endeavoured 
to stop its consequences, he was so holden by the cords 
of his sins as to destroy himself. JJ,[att. xxvii. 

Felix, when under alarm of conscience he said to 
Paul, " Go thy way for this time, when I have a con­
venient season I will call for thee," probably thought 
he should have a disposition afterwards to profit by 
his religious instructions ; but though, as Bp. Hw-d 
remarl,s, he had his preacher for two whole years, and 
communed oft with Paul, it is evident that not truth, 
but money, was what he wanted to draw from him ; 
nnd his Inst act to Paul proves how entirely he was 
under the dominion of iniquity, holden with the cords 
of his sins. Acts xxiv. 25-27. 

The drunkard bringing upon himself the most 
grievous evils (P,·oD. xxiii. 29); yet when recovered 
from them, again returning to his former course. 
(Pi·oD. xxiii. 35.) Sin makes a man contemptible in 
life, miserable in death, and wretched to all eternity. 
What an infatuation, then, is the love of it ! 

Prov. xi. 5. 
Jer. xiii. 23. 
"That which is <lyed 
with rnany c!ippings 
is in grain, and can 
very hardly be 
washed out." -J. 
Taylor. 
11 A Tooted habit 
becon"l.es a govern­
ingpriccip1e. E\·cry 
lust we entertain 
deals with us as 
Delilah did witlt 
Samson: not only 
robs us of our 
strength, but leaves 
us fast bound."­
Tillotson. 
If we are masters 
of habits only in the 
beginning, and ha­
bits are formed by 
the repetition of. 
single acts, how 
careful should we 
be to abstain from 
all al)pearance of 
evil, least, however 
little a sin it seem, 
it by revclition 
grows into a habit, 
and thus destroys 
the soul. 
Collect for ith Sun­
day in Lent. 
Prayers & Tl1anks­
givings upon seve­
ral occasions : 1

• 0 
God, whose nature 
and property is ever 
to have mercy," &c. 

Sec on Prov. i. 31; 
l<i, 3. 

D 
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Cl,. ,·ii. 2. ICeep my commm1dme11ts, and li-r,e; and my larc as tlic apple 
qf tl,ine eye. 

Noah's exact obedience in building the ark, &c., n.nd 
his preservation. Gen. ,·i. 22. l'roe. X\'i. 17. 

God's direction respecting the obsenance of the 
Sabbath (Im. h·iii. 13, 14); the profanation of which 
brought upou the Jews God's heavy displeasure. Nek. 
xiii. 18. Jer. XYii. 27. Ezelc. xx. 24. 

Many instances are recorded in Scripture of the· 
awful consequences of neglect of exact obedience : 
Adam and E,·e (Gen. iii. Rom.,·.), LoL's wife (Gen. 
xix. 26), Saul (l Sam. xiii. x,·.), the prophet of Judah 
(l Kings xiii.), whose punishment is a w111"1ling to us 
to a ,·oid the first acts of a doubtful nature. 

Cl,. vii. 26. Fo,· she l,ath ~ down many tcOUnded, 

Samson (Judges XYi. 4-21), David (2 Sam. xi.), So­
lomon ( l Kings xi. Neh. xiii. 26), were grievously 
,vounded by their unbridled passions. 

The young man void of understanding, as described 
Pro,. vii. 7-23. Nor let any young person think the 
warning ( verses 24-27) in his case needless, since 
Paul exhorts even Timothy (2 Tim. ii. 22), so eminent 
a man of God, to flee youthful lusts. See l Pet. ii. 11. 

Prov. iv. 4. 
Exod. xx. 12. 
Ps. cxlx. 4, 5. 
Luke viii. 15 i :Ii, 28. 
John xiv. 21. 
Rev. xx.11. 14. 
The Holy Scrip­
tures arc the foun~ 
tains of the lVater 
of life. John vi .. 63. 
Com. Serv. 2nd 
Collect after the Of­
fertory, and prayer 
after each of the ten 
commandments. 

Prov. v. 1-14. 
I Thess. iv. 7. 
Eph. v. 3,-6, 
u Come not nigh 
the door of her 
house.'' 
The border of sin is 
the brink ofdestruc• 
tion. Prov. iv. 2:-t 
Collect for 18th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

Ck. viii. 17. 
find me. 

I une tlie111 that lou me; and those tl,at seek me early sl,all 

J oseph's early piety appeared in his not joiniug with 
his elder brothers in their sinful conduct ( Gen. xxxvii. 
2), in his prompt ( Gen. xxxvii. 13) and persevering 
( Gen. xxxvii. 16, l 7) obedience to his father, in his 
open profession of God in a heathen family ( Gen. xxxix. 
3. 9); and the Lord was with him (Gen. xxxix. 2. 21. 
23), watching over him, comforting him, ordering 
what concerned him, and qualifying him to discharga 
rightly what duties were committed to him. Gen. xii. 38. 

Samuel's early piety ( l Sam. ii. 26), and eminent 
usefulness (1 Sam. vii. 3-17), and distinguished ho­
nour (Jer. xv. I) as an intercessor with God. 

David's piety shown when only a. stripling (1 Sam. 
xvii. 56), in the humility and faith with which· he at-• 
tacked Goliath. l Sain. xvii. 37. 45. 

Abijah, the son of wicked Jeroboam, t~ who!il God· 
showed his favour by an early death. (I Kingsx1v, 13.) 
His soul pleased the Lord, th~refore. hasted He ~ take 
him away from among the wicked. Yea, speedily was 
he taken away, lest that wickedness should alte1· his 
understanding, or deceit beguile his soul, Wisd. iv. 
11. 14. 

Obadiah. His position in the court of Ahab (1 Kin,<Js 
xxi. 25), and yet his eminent p(ety, are _presente~ in 
connexion wit.h the record of hiS early piety. l Kings 
xviii. 3. 12. , 

Prov, ii. 1-5. 
Eccles. xii. I. 
Mark x. 13, &c., as 
quoted in the bap­
tismal service. 
I John iv. 19. 
Give God lhe blos­
som of your life. 
Put. Him not off 
with the fa.lien 
]eaves. 
To love God is the 
highest perfection 
of human nature. 
To seek God is to 
desire happiness, to 
find Him ie that 
happiness; you can­
not therefore seek 
Him too earJy or too 
earnestly. 
It· seldom happens, 
that those w-ho have 
neglected to seek 
God In their youth 
have any disposi­
tion to do so in old 
age, 
Jer. xiii. 23, 
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Josin.h, n.t the early age of sixteen years, though the 
child of n wiclied father, and surrounded with all the 
temptations of royalty. 2 G11ron. xxxiv. 1-3. 27, 28. 

Daniel was tnken, at an early age, captive to Baby­
lon, and selected among the children (or youths) to wait 
upon the king. (Dan. i. 6.) In rerusing to eat of the 
ldng's meat ( Dan. i. 8), because heathens eat beasts for­
bidden by the law of God to the Jews, he showed his­
early piety (l John v. 3), and is an instance of one 
greatly beloved of God. Dan. ix. 23; x. 11-19. 
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Pr, 7. 8; cxliii. 8. 
Morning Hymn: 
Awake my soul, &c. 
Collect for 6th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

Cl,. ix. 6. Forsalce tlw foofuh, and free; and go in tT,e u:ay of under­
standing. 

Moses forsook the idolatrous court of Pharaoh. Exod. 
ii. 11, &c. Heb. xi. 24-27. 

Caleb and Joshua followed not a multitude to do 
evil. They feared not to stand alone, though the other 
ten spies brought an evil report of the land. Num. xiii. 
30-33; xiv. 6-9. 38. 

Rahab, by faith, forsook the enemies of God, and 
perished not with them that believed not. Josh. ii. 
9-13; vi. 25. Heb. xi. 31. 

The Moabitess Ruth's abandonment of idolatry. 
(Ruth i. 16.) She left father and mother, and the 
land of her birth (Ruth ii. 11), and unmoved by the 
contrary example of Orpah, put her trust in the wing 
of the Almighty. (Ruth ii. 12.) How truly was thie 
the way of unde1·st.a.nding. Ps. xxxvi. 7-9. 

Dionysius aud Damaris, uninfluenced by the scoffing 
of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers, clave to Paul, 
and believed. Aats xvii. 34. 

Many of the Ephesians who had used magic:u arts. 
.Aats xix. 19. Eph. ii. 13. 

Prov. xiv.7; xix. 27. 
2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 
Ps. ex.ix. 104 i cxliii. 
JO. 
Catechism: 
Promise and Vo"" in 
Baptism. 
\Vhatever others c1o 
we must serve the 
Lord. If they will 
not go to heaven 
with us, we must 
not go to hell with 
them. 

Some, even of Nero's household, forsook idolatry, See 011 Prov. i. 23; 
and embraced the truth, Phil. i. 13 ; iv. 22. xiii. 20. 

11 The way of sin is 
do,m hill, a man 
cannot stop where 
he would, and he 
that will be tamper­
ing with dangerous 
occasions in confi­
dence of his resolu­
tion, shall often find 
himself carried be­
yond his purpose." 
-.A.bp. Leigltton. 

ix. 8. Repror:e not a soorner, kst Tie hate tltee: 

Joseph. It was more prudent in him, as a younger 
brother, already the object of their hatred, not to re­
prove his brethren himself, but report theh• miscon­
duct to their father. Gen. xxxvii. 2. 

The prophet forbore any longer to reprove Amaziah. 
2 Chron. xxv. 16. 

The Jews. (Isa. xxxvi. 21.) The wisdom of their 
silence under the taunts of Rabshakeh. P-roTJ, xiv. 7. 

God's complaint that his judgments upon Judah 
only increased their disposition to rebel against him 
(Isa. i. 5 ), and his determination to let the ten tribes 
of lsrncl alone, because it was to no pnrpose to take 
pains to reclaim them. Hosea iv. 17; see also Ps. 
lxxxi. 11, 12. 

Our Lord withdrew, that He might not (especially 
in the earlier part of his ministry) expose Himself 
needlessly to danger. Jolm iv. 3 ; vii. 1; x. 40. 
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Matt. vii G; x. 16. 
Kindle not Lhe coals 
of a sinner, lest thou 
be burnt with the 
flame of his fire. 
Ecclus. viii. 10. 
They that are un­
willing to mend, 
hate to be taught. 

See on Prov. xxiii, 
9. 
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1·ebuke a ,rise man, and he ,rill lore thee. 

Nathan rebuked David (2 Sam. xii.), lmt Da\'id rlid Le,·. xi?'· 17. 
not treat him as Herod did John the Daplist. (,lfott. ::•· cxh. 5• Ii' 

23 
: 

xi,·. 1-10.) He C:\lled one of his own children by the. x~ttto~xv '· 
prophet's name (l Chron. iii. 5), and showed confidence Ps. xvi. 7. 
in him as long 11S he Jived. 1 /{fogs i. 32-34. "It is as. great a 

~he two disciplc_s goi)1g to Emmaus, c~nstrn.ined f:~~f 3°~e;;~~i0!J1~ 
their repro,·er to abide with them, Luke xx1v, 25. 29. as to give it well." 
P,·or. xv. 31. 

Peter's lo,·e to our Lord. John xxi. 17. 
Paul rebuked Pete1• (Gal. ii. 11-14), but Peter 

a rterwards speaks of him as his beloved brother. 2 Pet. 
iii. 15. 

§ 2. PART II. 

CHAPTER X.-XXII. 16. 

Ch. x. I. A wise son ,nalcetl, a g'lad father : 

Jacob. It was among the greatest blessings of his 
varied and eventful life, that he had been: the father 
of so dutiful and affectionate a son as· J os·epli ( Gen. 
xh·ii. 12) ; observe the . happiness, and ·even the 
strength, with which Jacob was ·animated when Joseph 
came to his dying bed. Gen, 'xlviii. 2. 

Prov. iv. 1; xxm. 
19-25; xxviii. 7. 
The 5th command­
ment. 
Col. ill. 20. 

See on Prov. xxiii. 
24. 

b11t afoolisl, son is the lieadness of his mother. (Explained p. 14.) 
Esau's marriage into an ungodly family ( Gen. xxvi. 

34, 35), and quarrel with his b1·other. Gen. xxvii. 
45, 46. 

Dinah, the only daughter, and probably, therefore, 
the darling child of Jacob and Leah; 11 warning to 
young people to beware of visiting in mixed compa-
11ies, or indulging in amusements by which they put 
themselves in the way of temptation, and bring dis­
grace on themselves and theh· parents. Gm. xxxiv. 
Seep. 68. 

Prov. xvii. 21. 
This proverb sug­
gests a warning to 
parent~, and es­
pecially to mothers, 
not to spoil their 
children, as the mi­
sery of it will fall 
on themselve:::. See 
p. 19. 

x. 2. Treasures of wickedness profit notliing: ( see p. 19.) 
Rehoboam inherited great riches from his father, 

and built many fenced cities; but when he forsook 
God, his treasures profited him nothing. 2 Cl,ron. xii. 
1-4. 9. 

Gehazi, a dishonest sei-vant. His stolen talents of 
silver amounted to nearly 7001.; but treasures thus 
gotten by a lying tongue, so for from being a benefit, 
pro,·cd a curse, both to himsdf and his family, 2 Kinys 
r. 20-27, Pro~. xxi. 6. 

Nelrnchadnczzar had, IJy his oppression of the Jews 

Prov. xxii. 16. 
Ps. xlix. 6-20. 
Jer. xvii. 11. 
lllatt. xvi. 26. 
"All is vanity which 
is not honest; and 
there is no solid 
wis<lom but in real 
piety."-Evelyn. 
\Vhen Lhe soul is 
ready to depart, 
what avails it 
w11ethcr n man die 
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and other nations, greatly enriched himself; but these 
riches did not protect either himself from insanity 
(Dan. iv. 31. 33), or his grandson, Belshazzar, from 
ruin. Dan. v. 

Tyre insulting over Jerusalem, and hoping to enrich 
herself by he1· misfortunes. Ezek. xxvi. 2. 12; xxvii. 
xxviii. 

Parable of the rich fool (Luke xii. 20, 21 ), trusting 
in uncertain riches, which he employed only to satisfy 
his sinful lusts. Pro1J. x. I 6. 

Parable of the rich man, who spent his wealth in 
neglect of God and the poor, hiding his eyes from the 
wants of Lazarus. Pro1J. xxi. 13. Luke xvi. 23, 24. 
Pro1J. xi. 28. 

but rigl,teousness delireretl, froin deatl,. 
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on a. throne or in 
the dust. 
Riches profit not 
in the day of wrath. 
Prov. xl. 4. 

Evil gott.en, e~,n 
spent. 

Daniel contrasted with Belshazzar. Dan. v. 22-30; Collect for 13th 
vi. 22. Pro7J. xiii. 6. :~;~a}' after Tri-

Noah, who became heir of the righteousness which 
is by faith. Gen. vii. I. Heb. xi. 7, See on Prov.xii.28. 

Ck. x. 3. Tke Lord will not :n,ffer tl,e soul of the righteous to famish: 

Elijah fed by ravens and the brool< at Cherith ; and 
when that failed, a widow woman, in a foreign land, 
herself in extreme poverty, is made the instrument of 
contributing to his support. l Kings xvii. 

David, when fleeing from Absalom, was in urgent 
want, but was relieved, and by those from whom he 
might have least expected it (2 Sam. xvii. 27-29), 
Shobi, (an Ammonite, and brother of Hanum, who had 
shown such indignity to David's ambassadors,) and 
l\fachi.r, formerly an adherent of the house of Saul. 
2 Sain. ix. 4. 

So in spiritual things, the wise men (1\Iatt. ii. 9), and 
the Ethiopian nobleman (Acts viii. 26-39), were in­
structed in the knowledge of Christ, though, as Gen­
tiles, they laboured under great disadvantages. 

but lie ccisteth away t!te substance oJ the wicked. 

Gocl's punishment of Israel by 11'.lidian. Judges vi. 
1-4. 

The wicked alluded to by Zuphar, " He hath swal­
lowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again" 
(Job xx. 15), of which Judas is :m awful illustration. 
:Matt. xxvii. 3-5. 

Snmaria iu the time of Ahab (1 ICings xviii. 2), and 
of Jehoram. 2 Kings vi. 25. 

Jerusalem, when besieged by Nebuchadnezzar. Jcr. 
Iii. Lam. v. 10. Zcph. i. 18. 

Anrl other famines brought on the Jews for their 
ini<1uities (Amos iv. G) ; nnd in spiritual things, the 

D 3 

Luke xii. 22-H. 
31. 
''None are poor but 
those who want 
faith in God's pro­
vidence."-Bp. Wil­
son. 

Ps. lxxxiv. 11, 12. 
l\Iatt. v. 6. 
John ,,i. 3-1 1 35. 

Prov. xiii. 25. 
Ps. cxx\'ii. I. 
Ps. cxix. 3G. 
Only that which is 
honestly got is gain. 
\Ve often see lhat 
scattered by the jus­
tice or Goe.I, which 
has been gathered 
together by the in­
justice of man. 
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loss 0£ their religiou~ privileges, the famine of the 
word 0£ God. Amoo viii. 11. 

The Chaldeans. Hab. ii. 8. 

Ch. x. 5. He !Mt gathe,-eth in s1m11ne1· is a ,rise son : 

Isaac so profited by the pious instructions of his 
father ( Gen. xv iii. 19), that he was prepared for the 
se,·ere trial to which God so suddenly called him, of 
submitting to be sacrificed. Gen. xxii. 

Joseph, by his early piety, was fitted for the severe 
trials which awaited him, when forced from his father's 
roof he had to encounter alone a wicked world, at the 
early age of seventeen years. ( Gen. xxxvii.) Through 
the blessing of God, who honours them that honour 
him, he became the support of his aged father. Gen. 
xlvii. 12. 

Timothy improved his pious mother's instructions 
to his good. 2 Tim. iii. 15. Acts xvi. l, 2. 

Mary, at the feet of our Lord, improved he1· re­
ligious privileges. Luke x. 39-42. 

The woman of Canaan or Syro-Phamicia (Matt. xv. 
22-28), the first heathen who implored our Lord's 
aid. Our Lord never came before to the coast of 
T)Te, and probably never went there again. 

The two blind men who, as Jesus passed by, seized 
the opportunity, and persevered in their cry f0r 
mercy. Matt. xx. 30. 

The Samaritans. John iv. 28-30; 39-42. See also 
.Acts Yiii. 5, 6. 

The Gentiles at Antioch in Pisidia. Acts xiii. 42, 43. 
Diunysius and Damaris. Acts xvii. 34. 
The dying thief. Luke xxiii. 42. 

[Ch. x. 5, 

Activity and so. 
brlety in youth will 
enalllc a man to 
requite his parents, 
and render him a 
comfort and credit 
to them, as well as 
advance his own re­
putation and suc­
cess. 
11 \Visdorn very 
much consists in 
making a wise im­
provement of time, 
and of the opportu­
nities we enjoy!' 
Life is a short day, 
but it is a working 
day. 
Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might, 
for there is no work, 
nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wis­
dom in the grave, 
whither thou goe6t. 
Eccles. ix. I 0. 
Isa. Iv. 6, 7. 
Ps. cxix. 60 . 

Lut he that sleepeth in hai'!:est is a son that causeth sl,ame. (Explained p. 10.) 

Ishmael was dedicated to God by circumcision (Gen. 
x,-ii. 23) ; was the subject of his pious father's in­
structions (Gen. xviii. 19) and prayers (Gen. xvii. 18); 
but he evidently neglected lo improve his religious 
advantages ( Gen. xxi. 9. Gal. iv. 30), and brought 
shame on himself and grief'to his father. Gen. xxi. 
10, l l. 

Esau's neglect of his religious privileges. Heb. xii. 
Hi. 

The slothful as described (Pro,,. xxiv. 30-34), and 
who is put to shame by the provident care of one of 
the meanest insects. Pro1'. vi. 6-ll. Seep. 23. 

"So hateful to God is sloth, that when raining down 
bread from heaven upon his people without their la­
bour, He commands them to rise with the sun to 
gather it, and if they did not they lost the opportunity 
altogether. Exod. xvi. 21."-Witsius. Lost lime is 
never found again. 

An Idle youth, a 
needy age. 
Procrastination is 
the thief of time. 
On !he prodigality 
of time, see p. 47 
on Prov. xviii. 9. 
Idleness teacheth 
much evil. 
Ecclus. xxxiii. 27. 
He is idle that 
might be better em­
ployed. 
JJrov. xix. 15; xx. 
13. 
Heb. ii. 1-3. 
I John ii. 28. 
The greater l1elps 
we have for work­
ing out our snlva­
tion, the more in­
cxcusalJle shall we 
be if we neglect it. 
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Ezel1iel's henrere, pleaeed but not profited, approving Collect for 1st Sun­
but not improving, derived no beneHt from his mi- day in Adven:. 
nistry (Euk. xxxiii. 32), e.nd e.wful judgmcnts soon 
overtook them. 

The Jews at Jeruee.lem (John xii. 34--,37), and in Take heed how ye 
reference generally to our Lord's mmistry, not know- hear. Luke viii. 18. 
ing the day of their visitation, ruin soon followed. 

0/1. x. 7. The memory Jj the juit is blessed : 

Moses e.nd the .prophet.~. Their memory was 110-

noured by those who lived contrary to their precepts 
(John ix. 29 . .Luke xi. 47, &8), and even .by those who 
opposed and vilified them during life. Ezod. xvii. 3. 
Numb. xvi. 41. Deut. xxxiv. 8. 

Elisha, whose memory God so honoured, that by 
the mere touch of his dead body a man was instantly 
restored to life. 2 Kings xiii. 21. 

Jehoiada. 2 Clu·on. xxiv. 15, JG. 
U1ijah, one of the noble army of martyrs. How vain 

was Jehoiakim's attempt to brand his memory with 
infamy. (Jer. xxvi. 23.) L'rijah is honoured and he is 
detested. Jer. xxii. 18, 19. 

The woman who anointed our Lord, Mark.xiv. 9. 
The Virgin'Mary. Luke i. 28. 
Dorcas, who had de..-oted not merely her property, 

but her time to the good of othere. Acts ix. 36. 39. 
Pr01J. xxii. I. 

Antipas . . Re1J. ii. 13. 

but tlii name of the wicked sltall rot. 

Balaam, once in high honour among men, but held 
up to our abhorrence in the worcl of God. 2 Pa. ii. 
15. Jude 11. Re1J. ii. 14. 

Absalom. See on P,·or. xiv. 17. 
Jeroboam, a mighty man o! mlour, a populn.r lender, 

raised from a private station to a throne, distinguished 
by what the world calls wisdom, but shame is now his 
only promotion. 

Ahaz, who is remarkably brnncled as a notorious 
offencler. 2 Cl,ron. xxviii. 22. 

Athaliah, the wiokecl daughter of wickecl Jezebel. 
2 Cl,ron. xxiv. 7, 

Herod Agrippa extolled by the multitucle, but their 
vanishing praises ended iu his infamy. Acts xii. 22, 23. 
Ps. ix. 16. 

CV.. x. 0. 7'/tc 1ci,e in licart will rece1ie commcrndmcnts: 

Abraham abandoning his country, and offering up 
l1is son, and with such reruo.rkable readiness ; GoJ 
gave him no t'easou why he required him to offer up 
his son, but faith ho.d taught him not to argue, hut 
obey. Ileb. xi, P,, Gen. xxii, 
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Rev. xiv. Ji. 
Epistle, GospeJ, and 
Collect for All 
Saints' Day. 
Communion Ser-
vice: 
Prayer for Church 
militant: 
" We bless Thee for 
all thy serv.an ts de­
parted this life," 
&c., '' so to follow 
their good ex­
ample.'' &c. 
Heb. xii. J, 2. 

Prov. xxh·. 6. 
Job xxvii. 18. 
Jer. xvil. 13. 

Sec on Prov. iii. 35, 

Ps. ~xix. 34. 47. 

The way to enjoy 
what we possess is 
to be rendy to gh·e 
it up if God call for 
it. When we have 
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Joshua, though Jordan was ove1·fl.owing its banks. 
Jo,J.. i. 2-11; iii. 15. 

DaYid's submission under the disappointment of not 
building the temple. 2 Sam. Yii. 

The widow of Zarephath, a Gentile, and in extreme 
want, but (as the result showed) was truly wise in first 
suppl_,·ing Elijah's wants at his command. (I JCings 
x,·ii. 10-16.) God p1·ovides for him that trusteth. 
Serl'ing God with our little is the way to make it 
n1ore. 

The Rcchabitcs' obedience to their father. Jer. xxxv. 
G-10; see l'ro~. xxiii. 22, 

Obserrn the awful character of Ezekiel's commis­
sion, and yet the readiness of his obedience. Ezek. ii. 
9, 10; iii. 3. 

The Samaritan leper. The Samaritans' temple was 
on ?-fount Gerizim. (Jolin iv. 20.) Jesus told him to 
go not to 111onnt Gerizim, but to the temple at Jeru­
salem, and show himself to the Jetrisl, priests. There 
was nothing in the act of walking to the priests which 
could of itself contribute to his cure, but he obeyed, 
and was blessed. Luke xvii. 14-19. 

The m:m with a withered hand did not plead in­
ability, but stretched it forth when commanded. (Ma1·k 
iii. 5.) If we do what we cau, God will not be waut-
ing to do that for us which we cannot. _ 

The nobleman who, though he had shown a great 
anxiety that our Lord should come down, yet, at his 
eomruaud, went down alone. A great blessing followed. 
Jolm fr. 50. 

Peter. Luke v. 5. Acts x. 19-21. 

but a prating fool sl,all fall. 

Korab, Dathan, and Abiram, resisting the command­
ment of God to obey Moses and Aaron, cavilling aud 
disputing with those to whom they owed subjection. 
]Ynmb. xvi. 

Diotrephes held np as a warning to the Church, for 
resisting the anthority of the Apostle John. 3Jolin 10. 

They were prating fools condemned by Peter and 
Jude, who despised government, presumptuous, self­
willed, who were not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 
2 Pd. ii. 10. Jude JO. 13, 

Ch. x. 12. Hatred stirrcil, up strifes: 

Ishmael's conduct to his brother disturbed the 
whnle family. Gen. xxi. 9-14. Gal. iv. 29. 

'l'he unbelieving Jewe stirred up the Gentiles against 
their converted brethren, &c., at Antioch, in Pisidia 
(Acts xiii. 50), at lconium (Ai;ts xiv. 2-4), at 'l.'hessa­
!01Jica (Acts xl'ii. 5), at Derea. Acts xvii. 13. 

[Ch. x. 121 

Jost o!u· wlll, we 
shall find hap1ilncss, 

Lord's Pre.yer : 
11 1'hy will be done." 

The will of God is 
my pole-star, ancl 
with my eye con­
stantly upon it I 
shall be cnrrlcd 
safely through all . 
storms nnd tem­
pests. 

Doing God's will is 
food to a healthy 
soul. John iv. 34. 

What the precept 
constitutes our du­
ty, love makes both 
a privilege and a 
pleas are. 

Catechism : 
Duty towards my 
neiglibour .... to 
submit myself to all 
my governors, &-~. 

Collect for 4th Sun­
day after Easter, 
and for St. Andrew's 
Day. 
See on Prov. i. 5. 

Prov. xviii. 6. 
Eccles. x. 12. 
James i. HJ, 20. 
Tit. ii. 9. 
Obedient, not an­
swering again. 

Prov. xv. 18i xxix. 
22. 
James iv. 1. 
Form of Prayer for 
20111 of June. 
For unity .. take 
away all hatred, &c. 



to x. 13.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

brtt lote couretli all sins. (Explained p. 13.) 

Joseph, in making use or the term" stolen" (Gen. 
xl. la), without any mention of particulars, seems 
to have intended to throw a veil over the cruelty of 
his brothers, whom he did not wish to reproach to a 
stmnger. (See also Gen. xiv. 5-8.) He that covercth 
a transgression aeeketh love. Pro1J. xvii. 9; xix. ll. 

Ahimelech generously concealed the deceit David 
practised upon him, though the mention or it would 
have tended to free himself from blame. l Sam. xxi. 
J-6; xxii. 14, &c. 

David's lamentation over his bitterest persecutor. 
2Sam. i. 

The Gentile Christians at Antioch ancl Macedonia. 
The Jews treating the Gentiles as unworthy of a par­
ticipation in their privileges, contended with the Apos­
tles (Acts xi. 2), because they preached to the Gen­
tiles ; but no sooner were the Jews in distress, than 
those Gentile Christians hastened to relieve them. 
Acts xi. 29. 2 Ooi·. viii. 1-4. 

Paul's mediation for Onesimus, sending him back 
indeed to his master, but with such an appeal to his 
compassion, as must have secured Philemon's forgive­
ness of Ouesimus. Ep. to Pliilein. 

Ou1• blessed Lord's apology for his sleeping disciples. 
(Matt. xxvi, 41.) The forbearance with which He 
notices their desertion or Him (.il{au, xxvi. 31, 32; 
xxviil. 10); his condescension to the unbelief of Tho­
mas (Jolin xx. 25-27) ; the tenderness or his restora­
tion of Peter (Mark xvi. 7. Jolin xxi. 15-19) ; com­
manding his disciples to preach first at Jerusalem (Luke 
xxiv. 47), which had just embrued her hands in his 
blood. l Pet. ii. 21. 

1 Pet. iv, 8. 
Eph. iv. 2g-32. 
Pi1. lxxxv. 2. 
Eph. v. I. 

81 

"Hatred de!ights in 
broiJs. On the con­
trary, love concili­
ates, removes ag­
gravations, puts the 
best construction on 
eYery thing, and 
pours war er, not oil, 
on the tlame."­
C/arke. 

Love thy fri~nrl. 
with all his faults. 
Thou art not per­
fect thyself, there­
fore expect not ·per 
fection in others. 
11 May we know 
more of that love 
which will take a 
brother's failings to 
the throne of grace, 
while throwing over 
them a cloak of 
charity." 

Collect for Quin­
quagesima Sunday. 

C/1, x. 13. In tl,e lips of him tl,at hat/, understanding wisdom u; found: 

Pharaoh found wisdom in the lips or Joseph, who 
being taught of God ( Gen, xii. 38) not only interpreted 
his dreams, but gave him good advice under his diffi­
culties. (Gen. xii. 33-36.) Of how much importance 
is it to every one to have such for their friends. 

Philip. John i. 45-49. 
Solomon's judgment. l Kings iii. 16-28. 
Peter at Jerusalem, the wisdom of whose appeal was 

so felt, that it silenced all controversy. Acts xi. 2-18. 
James at the first general council of the Church. 

Acts ""· 13-22. 

Luke ,·i. 45. 
Col. i. 9, showin!=i 
l1ow we mav obtain 
unders,anding. 
Col. iv. 6. 

See on Prov. :x. 21; 
xiii. 20. 

but a rod is for tlw back of him tltat is -r,oid of 11nclerstanding. 

Gideou's punishment of the men of Succoth. J udyes Prov. xxiii. 
xxvi. 3. viii. 16. 

Rehoboam. The evils 
preferring the advice of 

he brougbt on himself by Jer. x. 2¼. 

his young, rnsh, and self-
D 5 

13; 
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willed corupnnions, to that of the old men who lmd 
been his father's counsellors. l I<:ings xii. 13-19. 

Our Lord's rebuke of Peter. Matt. xvi. 22, 23. 
Peter's rebuke of Simon Magus. Acts viii. 20-23. 
Paul's rebuke of Elymas (Acts xiii. 8-11), nnd of 

the Galatians. Gal. iii. I. 

C'h. x. 14. )Vise »um lay 11p lcnotclcdge: 

Jacob, though perplexed by what Joseph said, -kept 
it in mind as important; and the event justified the 
wisdom of his so doing, though many years were to pass 
before he would fully undel'l5tand it. Gen. xxxvii, 11. 

Daniel, Dan. vii. 28. 
Mary. Luke ii. 19. 51. 
Parable of the sower; the seed on the good-ground 

contrasted with that which fell by the wny-side. Lnke 
viii. 15. 12. 

[Ch. x. 14, 

Ps. cxix. I J. 
Eccles. iii. 7. 
Communion Ser-
vice: 
Third Collect to be 
said after Lhe Of­
ft:rtGry: 11 Grant, we 
beseech thee," &c. 

·See on Prov. i. 5. 

but the moulh of the foolish is neai· destl'l,ction. (Explained p. 15.) 

The Israelites in the wilderness (Numh. xiv. 27_:30), Prov. xiii. 3; x:ti. 
stigmatized by Moses as a foolish people. Deut. xxxii. 23-
G . 

. Samson.Judges xvi. 17, 
Nabal, kindling a spirit of contention in others, 

which threatened, as a burning fire, to destroy him-
self. Pro~. xvi. 27. I Sain. xxv. 10-13. ·see on-Prov. :x. s. 

x. 18. He tliat l,idetl, lurtred with lying lips, and he .tl,,at •utteretl, a 
slander, is a fool. 

Saul attempted to conceal hia hatred of David by a Prov._:;" x. 17. 
flattering offer, which -he hoped would prove the ·de- ha._ 111• ! I. . 
struction of David ; but it only increased his glory, ~~l/~;.'"'Y ,s bad 
:end Saul's fear and misery. l Sain. xviii. 22-30. Job xxvii. 8. 

The adversaries of the Jews professed attachment ; Al( ,vick.~dness _is 
!o them, and then slandered them to Artaxerxes. Ezra to;.~kness. ·- M,t-
1". 1-16. 

Sanballat, Tobiah, Gesheru, and othel's, bid hatred 
with lying lips, making false• professions of friendship 
to Nehemiah. (Ne!,. vi. 1-4.) But notwithstandiag 
these wicked attempts to ·hinder it, the temple and 
walls of Jerusalem were at length built. Ezra vi. 
13-15. Ne!,. vi. 15, JG. 

Litany: 
11 From hypocrisy, 
hatred, and all un­
charitab~encss," &c. 

The disciples of the Pharisees -and Herodians pro­
fessed great respect for our Lord, intending, however, 
to pervert all He said to his destmction (Uatt. xxii. See on Prov. xxvi. 
J,i-22), but they were confounded in the attempt. 23, 24, ,s. 27. 

x. 19. / n the multitude of 1r0rds tl,,Cl'e wantetl, not sin: 

Job multiplied words without knowledge (Job xxxv. 
JG), uttered what he di<l not understand (Job xiii. 3), 
justifying himself rather than God (Job xxxii. 2; xxxiv. 
5.), and sinned in so doing. (Job xxxiv. 12.) 

Eccles. v. 3; x. 13, 
14. 
James iii. 2. 
Light words weigh 
heavy In God's ba-



to X, 21.] SCRIPTU!l.E EXAMPLES, 

J ob'a friencls, hncl they hold their poace, would have 
preserved themselves from the si.r1 of uncharitahleness. 
(Job xxxii. 3,) We oftener repent of saying too much 
than of saying too litlle. 

'l'he tattling women mentioned by Paul, speaking 
things which they ought not. (1 Tim. v. 13.) Gossip­
ing and lying generally go hand in hand. 

It has been remarked by Bishop Hall, that of the 
eleven Apostles, as Peter spake.most so he e1Ted most. 
lllatt. xvi. 22; xxvi. 74. 

but lie tl1at r_efrainetl1 !tis lips is wise. 

Abraham's servant, gave ·himself time for reflection 
-on the remarkable concurrences of Providence, which 
seemed to be pointing out Rebekah to be the person 
intended by ·God for Isaac's wife, that he might not 
come rashly to such a conclusion. ( Gen. xxiv. 21. 
ProD. iv. 26 ; xv. 28. 'fhe heart of the righteous 
etudieth to answer.) He who knows not when to be 
silent, knows not when to ·speak. 

Aaron's silence on the death of his two sons, Le-r. 
x. 3. 

Saul, the wisdom of his silence when the children of 
Belia) contemptuously rejected him as their king. 
l Sam. x .. 27. Pro'r. xi. 12. 

Hezekiah'e ·command not to answer Rab-shakeh. 
2 Kings xviii. 36. 

Elihu studied the proper time to speak, and though 
competent 'to speak best, spoke last (Job xxxii. 4): 
a fine example for young people to imitate. 

David. Ps. xxxix. 9. 
Our blessed Lord as a child. His respect for age 

tind station; a heare1·, -nnd when speaking, asking with 
modesty, and not -forward to display his knowledge ; 
thus instructing especially cl,ildren to be swift to 
hear, slow to speal1. Luke ii. 46, 47, See on Pro~. 
xv. 2. 

Cl,. x. 21. TTte lips oftl1e ri9l,teo11sfeed many: 

Job. Jpb ii•. 3, 4; xxix. 21, 22. 
Dnvid, the sweet Psalmist of Israel. Ps. lxxviii. 70 

-72. 
Peter, and the otl1e1· Apostles at Jet'l1salem, fed 

many thousnncls (Acts iv. 1-4) with knowledge and 
undcr~tanrling (J_er. iii. 15 ), through the preaching of 
a crucified and nsen Snviour. 

Philip at Samaria. Acts viii. 5-8. 
Paul nn<l Barn~bas (Acts xi. 26; xiv. 22-28), nnd 

also_ Juilns and Silas (Acts xv. 32, 33), at Antioch, in 
Syria. 

In l\bout thirty years after the ascension of our 
blessed Lord, his disciples, principally by means uf 
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lance. Matt. xii. 37. 
It is scarcely pos- 1 

sible to speak much, 
and yet speak no­
thing inconsistent 
with truth or love. 
In order to restrain 
}"Our lips, keep your 
heart-diligently, for 
out of the abun­
dance of the heart 
the mouth speak­
eth. 

Prov. xi. 12; xxi. 
23: xxx. 32. 
James i. 19. 
l\latt. xii. 36, 37. 
Ps. exli. 3. 

11 Never speak but 
,vhen you have 
something to say. 
Wherefore shoulclst 
thou run, seeing 
thou hast no ti­
dings ?"-Bp. But­
ler. 
Better say nothing, 
than nothing to the 
purpose. 
"He is wise thnt 
hatb learned to 
speak little ";th 
others and much 
with himself and 
God. Ho,v much 
might be gained for 
our souls if we 
would make a right 
use of this silence." 
-4bJJ. Leigl,ton. 
See on Prov. xvii. 
i1, 2S. 

Prov. x. 20; xi. 30; 
xv. 7. 
Eph. •iv. ~9. 
" E,·ery man shouhl 
be a sun in his little 
sphere, manifesting 
God's glory, a.nc.l 
shining without 
merit."-..tdams. 
Collect for St. Pc­
ter's Day. 
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preaching, extended the inestimable blessings of Chris­
tianity over a great part of the civilized wo1·ld. Col. i. G. 

b11tfools die/or tMllt of1c~doin. 
The Jews at Antioch, in Pisi<lia, their neglect and 

contempt of the preaching of Paul a.nd Bnl'nnbas, which 
had pr°'·ed such a blessing to the Gentiles. Acis xiii. 
41. 45, 46. 

Jerusalem. Litke xix. 41-44. Mau. xxiii. 37, 30. 

[Ch. X, 24, 

I Cor. i. 23, 24. 
John v. 40; viii. 24. 
James i. 21. 

Ch. x. 24. The fear of tl,e 1cicked, it shall con,e upon ltim: 

'.1.'he builders of Babel, who, for fear of dispel'sion, Job xv. 21. 
designed to build a city and tower ; but God so or- }!;\:}t;'ll. 
dained it, that this very attempt was the occasion of "The wicked can 
their dispersion. Gen. xi. 4-9. fear nothing so bad, 

The Canaanites. Josh.,,. l ; x. l, 2. 40. and tl,e righteous 
Ahab. l Kings xxii. 30. 37, can desire nothing 

J ohanan and others distrusting God's promise of f~/;,:"f;J}:::1~!~'.r. 
protection, fled to Egypt for safety, where Nebuchad­
nezzar destroyed them. (Jer. xiii. 8-18; xliii.) The1·e 
is no avoiding punishment unless we avoid sin. 

Belshazzar. Dan. v. 6. 30. 

but tl,e desii-e of t/,e ,·igliteous shall be gmnte<l. 

IJannah. l Sain. i. 20. 
Esther. Esth. iv. 16; viii. 15-17. 
Daniel and his three friends. Dan. ii. I G-23. 
Simeon. Luke ii. 25-30. 

Ps. xxxvii. 4. 
John xvi. 23, 24. 
Matt. xxi. 22. 
Luke xi. 9-13. 
Collect for 10th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

x. 25. As tl,e tchirlu,ind passeth, so is the wicked no mo'l'e: 
'l'he world of the ungodly by the flood. Gen. vii. 2.1. Prov. i. 27. 
In one day, three and twenty thousand Israelites !~~~.\t; xxi. 13 ; 

who had joined Baal-peor. Numb. xxv. 4, &c. l Cor. Ps. xxxvii. 10. 
x. 8. The hope of the un-

The kings destroyed by Joshua.. Josh. x. godly is like dust 
Zeba a.nd Zahnunna. Judges viii. Ps. lxxxiii. 11-14. \!~i!~;,d~;~t ,~~~: 
Elah, a weak and luxurious prince, the son of a. the wind; like a 

murderer ( l J{ings xvi. 7), himself assassinated while thin froth that is 
feasting in the house of his steward, by the captain of ~~~•~~or:::";°>;;k;i~I; 
his chariots, a traitor who shortly after destroyed him- the smoke which is 
self. l Kings xvi. 9, 10. dispersed here and 

Zimri. I J{ings xvi. 18, 19. there with a tem-
Sennacheril> and his immense army came like a :!.~;,a:~

1
1~
1
e fe~~e~~~ 

whirlwind, threatening to bear down all before them, brance of a guest 
but they quicIJy vanished; one hundred and eighty- that tarrielh llut a 
five thousand Assyrians being destroyed in one night. g:r;:~:~:: ~L. 
2 Kings xix. 35. 32. 

Lut the riylueous is an e-r,erlasting foundation. 
God's covenant with Noah ( Gen. vi. 17, 18 ; ix. !J), Prov. x. 30; xii. 3. 

and with Abraham ( Gen. xvii. 19); which includes 7; xxviii. 18• 



to x. 28.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 

nil who wnlk in the steps of hie faith. (Rom. iv. 11, 12. 
23-25.) Also his covenaut with David (2 Sam. vii. 
16), referring to the J,ingdom of Christ (Luke i. 32), 
nnd embrncing all those who truly love Him. Isa. h·. 
3. 2 Tim. iv. 8. lliD, iii. 21. 

Cl,. x. 28. Tlte l,ope of tlte rigl,.t;eous slu.dl be gladness : 

Abraham, whose long-deferred l1ope was joyfully 
realized in reference to the birth of Isaac. Rom. iv. 
18-20. 

Joseph, after suffering fo1· righteousness' sake thir­
teen years. Gen. xii. Ps. cv. 17-21. 

Moses' hope of deliverance (Exod. xiv. 13), and the 
gladness in which it issued. Exod. xv. 

The gladness with which the pio•1s Jews realized 
the hope they had cherished, of their return from their 
captivity in Babylon. Ps. cxxvi. 

The hope of the true servant of God when he enters 
heaven, though meeting with many discouragements 
by the way. Ps. lxxiii. 24 ; xvii. 15. 

That a well-grounded hope is in itself a source of 
present happiness, appears from the following ex­
amples:-

'.l.'he Psalmist. Ps. xxiii. 
Daniel gave thanks when he knew that the writing 

was signed which sentenced him to the den of lions. 
Dan. vi. 10. 

The Christians addressed in Heb. x. 34. 
'.l.'he strangers scattered throughout Pontus, &c., 

even though under manifold trials. I Pet. i. 3-8. 
Paul, wheu a prisoner at Rome (Phil. i. 20-23) ; 

also his prayer for the Romans (Rom. xv. 13), and for 
the Thessalonians. 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17. 

but the expectation of the 1cicked shall perish. 

Goliath ; his head cut off with his own sword, when 
fully expecting to destroy David with it. l Sam. xvii. 
44. 51. 

Athaliah, imagining that she had destroyed all the 
seed royal of the house of David, and that her usurpa­
tion was secure. 2 J{ings xi. 1-16. 

Sennacherib, instead of taking Jerusalem, perishing 
in his idol-temple by the hands of his own sons. 
2 Kings xix. 23. 37. 2 Chron. xxxii. 21. 

'.1.'he Jews' expectation of help from Egypt. Isa. xx. 
5. Lam. iv. 17. 

Herod's disappointment at not being able to murder 
our Lord (1llatt. ii. 16), contrasted with Simeon's glad­
ness in realizing his long-cherished hope. Luke ii. 
28-30. 

The man that had not on n. weddiug garment-faith 
which worketh by love . .ilfatt. xxii. 11-13. Rom. xiii. I 4. 

'fhe foolish virgins, knocking but not admitted, un-
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Isa. xxviii. 16. 
Matt. vii. 24, 25. 
1 Cor. iii. 11. 
Juc!e 20, 21. 

Tit. i. 2. 
Rom. viii. 2-4, 25. 
I Pet. i. 3-6. 
'' Worldly hopes are 
not living, but lying 
hopes and dying 
hopes; they often 
die before us, and 
we live to bury 
them, and see our 
own folly and in­
felicity in trusting 
to them, but at the 
utmost they die 
with us when we 
die, and can accom­
pany us no further. 
But this hope an­
swers expectation 
to the full, and 
much beyond it, 
and deceives us no 
way but in that 
happy way of far 
exceeding it." -
Leigllton. 
Public Baptism of 
Infants. The first 
prayer: u Almighty 
and everlasting 
God," &c. 
Te Deum : 110 Lord 
&c., confounded," 

Job xxvii. S. 
Matt. vii. 22, 23. 
Prov. xxiil. 17, 18. 

He acts but a fool's 
part who aims nt 
heaven and lives at 
random. 
A iuan may live 
and die in on un­
grounded confi­
dence of bis safe 
condition, and not 
fear his ruin till he 
begin to feel it. 
Matt. vii. 22, 23, 
Luke x\°i. 23. 
2 Car. xiii. 5. 
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prepared to meet the Lord, having the form of godli- See on Prov. xl. 7; 
ness, but denying its power. Mau. xxv, 11, 12. xlv. 32 • 

Cl,. x. 29. The tray of the Lor,l is ,.trengtl, to tl,e uprigltt : 
David executed judgment nnd justice unto his peo- Ps. lxxxiv. 

pie (2 Sam.. viii. 15), and G<:id establishl"d him (2 Sam. ~:ii~///;1, 
,.. 10. 12), preserving him whithct'Soe,•er he went. The more we do in 
2 Smn. viii. 6. See on Pro~. iii, 7, the service of God, 

Daniel, walking in obedience to God, it gave him !~!bt':'d~: d:~ are 
courage and confidence in danger, Dan. vi. 10. Collects for 181 and 

The Apostles. Acts iv. 8-33; v, 41, 42. MaU. v, 4th Sundays after 
11, 12, Trinity, 

Paul and Silas singing praises at midnight, though 
se,·erely beaten, Acts xvi. 25. Rmn. viii. 36-39. 

but destrttction shall be to the trorkers of iniquity. 

Piety is the only 
true policy. 

Saul. 1 Chron. x. 13, 14. Pro~. xi. 3, 
Jeroboam. l Kingsxiv, 7-11. Isa. 1.·11. 
Belsha.zzar dismayed by a guilty ·conscience. Dan. !~~f;~~k7. 11-14; 

v. 6. 9. 22-30. 

Ch. xi. 2. Whtn pride C-O!neth, then wmetl, sliame: 

Miriam. Numb. xii. 10. 
Uzziah. (2 Chron. xxvi. 16-21.) His a dangerous 

indiscretion for a man not to know the bounds of his 
own calling.-Bp. Hall. 

Nebuchadnezzar. Dan, iv. 30, &e. 
Moab. Zeph. ii. 9, 10. 
Nineveh (Zeph. ii. 15) ; illustrating the remark, 

Isa. v. 21. 
1 Cor. x. 12. 
Luke xiv. 7 -11; 
xviii. J.4. 

that destruction is never neare1• than when security See on Prov. xviii. 
bath driven away fear. ·12. 

but iritl, the lowly is -zcisdom. 

Joseph. Gen. xli. I 6. 38, 39. 
Daniel. Dan. ii..20, 21. See 011 Pro~. ii. G. 

xi. 3. Tl,e integ,-ity of the upright sltall guide them: 

Joseph unjustly sold as a slave; sent as a criminal to 
prison ; a foreigner, suddenly raised to the right hand 
of Pharaoh (Gen. xii.); but, under these difficulties and 
dangers, his supreme desire being to .please God, 
integrity and uprightness preserved him. (Gen. xxxix. 
4. 22, 23; xii.) His persevering integrity to God is 
seen in his faith in God's promises when dying. Gen. 
I. 25. Heb. xi. 22. 

iut the perrei·seness of transgresRoi-s sl,all destroy them. 

The Israelites in the wilderness, when obstinately 
go:ng to attack the Amorites. Deut. i. 43, 44. 

Balaam. Numb. xxii. 32 ; xxxi. 8. 
Hophni and Phineaa, their obstinate disoliedience to 

Prov. xvi. 10; xv. 
33. 
Ps. xxv. 9. 
1 Pet. v. 5, G. 

Prov. x. 9; xiii. G. 
'.Malt. vi. 22. 
John vii. 17. 
Ps. xxv. 21; cxix. 
104. 117. 
Integrity is com­
monly the best ca­
suist. 

Prov. xi. 5, 6. 19 i 
xxviii. 18. 
Matt. vi. 23 
John v. 40. 
Ps. xix. 13. 



to xi. 10.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 

their father, to bis grief nnd their ruin. 1 Sam. ii. 25 ; 
iv. l l. 

Saul, his obstinacy in persisting in hia innocence. 
l Sam. xv. 20. 

'l'he crnfty wiliness of Absnlom, and its issue. 2 Sam. 
xv. 3-6; xviii. 

The crooked policy of Ahithophel ended in his own 
destruction. 2 Sam. xvii. 1-3. 23. 

Ahab's pel'Verseness in selling himself to work wick­
edness, after snch repeated warnings and mercies, and 
its awful issue at .Ramoth-Gilead .. l Kings xxi. 25, 26; 
xxii. 34. 37, 

Ahaziah, an,awful instance of an impenitent death­
bed. 2 Kings i. 

Jerusalem,· as described in Ezekiel's vision. Ezek. 
ix. 9, 10. 
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Hold fast integrity, 
whate,;er thou art 
forced to let go for 
its sake. That lost, 
all is lost. 
The iniquity of a 
bad man will itself 
be his ruin. Those 
wicked devices by 
which he designed 
and expected to se­
cure himself, be­
coming the instru­
ments of his de­
struction. 

C7,. xi. 7. Wlten a wicked man dieth, his e.rpectation shall perisl, .- and the 
• hope of unjust 1nen perisl,etk. 

Balaam's expectation of reward, and hope of dying 
the death of the righteous. Numb. xxiii. 10 ; xxxi_. 8. 

. Absalom's.hope of being king. 2 Sam. -xviii. Pr(YT). 
xx. 20. 

The wicked, as described by Job (Job xxi. 7-13) 
and the Psalmist. Ps. lxxiii. 19. 

The parable of the rich foo~ Luke xii. 16-20. 

Po. xli.x. 11, 12. 16, 
17. 
Job viii. 13, 14; xi . 
20. 

See on Prov. x. 23. 

xi. 8. The righteous is deliured out of trouble,. and the wuked conu,!h in 
his stead. 

Mordecai and Haman. Esih. vii. 9, I 0. 
Daniel and his accusers. Dan. vi. 23, 24. 
The Israelites were delivered out of Egypt, and, 

for their safety m1d benefit, Pharaoh and his host 
drowned iu the Red Sea. Exod. xiv. Isa. xliii. 3, 4. 

Ps. xxxiv. 
Prov. xxviii. IS. 
Eccles. vii. 8. 
Lam. iii. 2G. 
See on Prov. xxi. 
18. 

xi. 10. Wl,en it goeth u,ell with tl,e rigTtteous, tl,e city rejoiceth .-

Hezekiah's success in the p1·ornotion of true ·religion, 
and the joy which followed (2 Ck,·on. xxix. 3-36 ; 
xxx. 26), contrasted with the misery into which Judah 
was brought under wicked Ahaz. 2 C/,,.011,. xxviii. 19. 

Nehemiah. By his appointment to the government 
of Jerusnlem (Ne!,. ii.) it was raised from a state of 
great misery. Neh. Ul; vi. 16; viii. 17. 

Mordecai. Est!,. viii. 15, 16. 
Josiah's removal by death, and the ruin which so 

soon after came upon Jerusalem, remarkably shows of 
what value the life of a righteous king may be to a 
nation. 2 Kings xxiii. xxiv. 

and 1rhe11 t!te 1cicked pe,-isT1, there is shouting. 

Pharaoh. Exod. xv. 
Sisera. Judges v, 
Athaliah, 2 l(ings xi, 13-20, 

Prov. xiv. 3~; 
x.xviii. J 2. 28; xxix. 
2. 
Prayer for the 
Queen and Royal 
Family am\ the 
High l'ourt of Par­
liament. 
Litany Petition for 
the Lords of Coun• 
cil and for Magis• 
tra.tes. 
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Ch. xi. 11. By the ble~i11g q(the 11pright tl,e city is aaltcd: 

Tims Elisha., by his prayers and wise counsels, was 
the real defence of lsmel (2 JCings xiii. 14) ; and ob­
serve the blessing brought down on Jerusalem by the 
prayer of Hezekiah and Isabh. 2 Chi-on. xxxii. 20-23. 

but it i.s orertl,ro1m by the mo1ttl1 of tl,e wicked. 

Swearers. Jc,·. xxiii. 10. 
Liars. Ho..oea iv. 2, 3. 
Profaneness, as in the case of the Ammonites. Ezek. 

xx,·. 3, 4. 
Boa.sting, as in the case of the builders of Babel. 

Gen. xi. 4-9. 

xi. 13. A talebearer rer:ealet/1 secrets: 

J\Ioses' injunction (Ler. xix. 16), thou shalt not go 
up and down as a talebearer among thy people, carry­
ing about tales and false reports concerning them, 
prying into their affairs, and betraying their con­
fidence. Though this may proceed from thoughtless­
ness and love of talking, it tends to great evil. He 
who has no bridle on his tongue, has no grace in his 
heart. Jam. i. 26. 

Doeg, backbiting with his tongue. 1 Sam. xxi. 7 ; 
xxii. 9, 10. Ps. Iii. 2. See on Prou. xxiv. 28. 

The treachery of the nobles of Judah, in co1Tespond­
ing with the enemies of their country, and betraying 
Nehemiah's measures to Tobiah. Neh. vi. 17-19. 

but lie that is of a faithful spirit concealeth tlie ,1llllte1·. 

J eremiah's prudent reserve, without violating truth. 
Ja. xxxviii. 24-27. 

Ahimelecb. Sec on P~ou. x. 12. 
Though a child should not indulge nor be indulged 

by his parents in reporting every trivial tale to the 
disadvantage of his brothers and sisters, yet where 
wickedness is acted it ought not to be concealed ; and 
hence it was not tale-bearing in Joseph to report the 
misconduct of his brothers to his father ( Gen. xxxvii. 
2); it wa.s a duty he owed to his father, to his bro­
thers, to God, and to his own soul, to take this, which 
was the most effectual way, not to suffer sin upon 
them. Ler. xix. 17, 

xi. 14. Where no counsel is, tl,e people fall: 

Eccles. ix. 18. 
Ps. ci. 7. 
James iii. G. 
Communion Ser­
,•ice: Petitions after 
the third and ninth 
Commandments. 
See on Prov. xx.ix. 
6. 

Prov. xviii. 8 i xx. 
19i xxv.9, lO;xxvi. 
22. 
Believe not all you 
hear, nor speak all 
you know; and as 
you should be very 
cautious in believ­
ing any ill of your 
ncighl.Jour,so should 
you be mu.eh more 
cautious in report­
ing it. 
Thou shall lo,·e thy 
neighbour as thy­
self. Matt. xxii. 39. 

I Pet. iv. 8. 

"The honest man's 
ear is the sanctuary 
ofllis absent friend's 
name, of his pre­
sent friend's secret: 
neither of them can 
miscarry in his 
trust,"-Dp. Ila// 

The twelve tribes. In the intervals between the Prov. xv. 22. 

raising up of one judge aNanother, when there 
was no king, every man d. id t t which was right in 
his own eyes, and they became prey of their ene-
mies. J·udges ii. 19, &c.; xvii. (i • xi. 25. 
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but in t/,e 1nultitude of counsellors tltere is S<tjety. (Explained p. 10.) 

The result of the first general council or the Church 
held at Jerusalem. Acts xv. 6, &c. 31. 

Amazio.h took advice (2 Chron. xxv. 17), but it was 
not with good advice he made war with Joash, and 
therefore he was defeated. Verses 22-24. Pror. 
xiii. 10. 

The princes of Judah took cowisel, but not of God. 
Isa, xxx. 1-5. 

Prov. xx. 18; xxiv 
6. 

See on Prov. i. 5. 

Ch. xi. 17. Tlte merciful, man doeth good to his own soul : 

Joseph had sorrows of his own (Ps. cv. Ill), but he 
took au interest in those of his fellow prisoners, the 
chief butler and the chief baker. ( Gen. xl. 6.) This 
led them to unburden the cause of their sorrow to him; 
aud hence arose the opportunity of interpreting their 
dreams which ultimately led to his own advancement. 
Gen. xii. 9-14. 

The Kenites; the kindness shown by them to the 
Israelites was gratefully remembered many hwidreds 
of years after, to the benefit of their descendants, 
l Sam. xv. 6. Eccles. xi. 1. 

David's compassion to the Egyptian slave was the 
means of his signal success. l Sam. xxx. 11-20. 

Jonathan's kindness to David led to his children's 
preservation. 2 Sam. ix, 7 ; xxi. 7. 

Job, in seeking mercy for others, folllld good to him­
self. He eat good by the fruit of his mouth. (P,·or. 
xiii. 2.) The Lord turned the captivity of Job when 
he prayed for his friends. Job xiii. 10. 

The centurion, having built the Jews a synagogue, 
they interceded for him ; and his anxiety for the wel­
fare of his sick servant was the means of confirming 
his own faith in Christ. (Luke vii. 2-10.) Let thy 
soul love a. good servant. Ecclus. vii. 21. 

Cornelius, Acts x. 4. Pl'O'D. xii. 14. 
The barbarous people•; their mercy to those who 

had been wrecked on their coast, and the blessing they 
1·eceived. Acts xxviii. 1-10. 

but lte that is cr11el troublet/, his ou,n flesh. 

Cain, in murdering Abel, destroyed his own peace. 
Gen. iv. 13. 

Joseph's brethren. Gen. xxxvii.; xiii. 21. 
Adonibezek ; his barbarity was visited on himself. 

Judges i. 6, 7, 
A gag. I· Sain. xv. 33. 
Haman; his malicious cruelty against Mordecai and 

Prov.x.ix.17; xxii. 
9. 
Ps. xli. 1-3 i cxii. 
4-9. 
Isa. xxx.il. 8; lviii. 
JO, II. 
Matt. x. 42; xxv. 
34-40. 
"How unsuitable is 
it f,,r us, who live 
only by kindness 
(Tit. iii. 4-7), to 
be unkind." - Ed­
wards. 
Lam. iii. 22. 
Luke vi. 38. 
Fail not to be with 
them that weep, and 
mourn with them 
that mourn. Be not 
slow to visit the 
sick; that shall 
make thee to lie 
beloved. 
Ecclus. dl. 3·1, 3.i. 

Culti\·.i.te a ~enc­
rous spirit: and you 
will cut off many 
temptations to di:i­
honesty. 

See on Prov. xi. 25. 

Job xx. 19-29. 
James ii. 13; v. 
1-3. 
They that will be 
rich (oppressing­
othcrs to bccorntl 
so), covetous, har<l­
helrtcd, - pierre 
themselves through 

• So the Greeks and Romans called all other nations thnt <lid not receh·c their 
customs nor speak their language, l Cor. xiv. 11. To this day the Africiln coast ovtr 
against th'.s island is called Barbary. 
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the Jews, was visited on his own sons, who were in­
volved in his punishment. l!,'stl,e,· ix. 25. 

JonRh's cruelty of feeling against Nineveh, and his 
disquietude from his own evil tempers. Jonah, iv. 1-3. 

The griping and penurious miser, as described in 
EIXU3$. iv. 8; a mere slave to his business, he thinks 
he ne..-er has enough, and without :my excuse for it, 
denies himself the comfort of all he has, bereaving his 
soul of good, grudging himself every mol'Sel he takes. 
Pror. xiii. 15. 

Ch. xi. 18. TM 'lricked ll)Orketh a dc~itjul U'OTk. 

Pharaoh was deceived in his wicked .attempt to 
diminish the people of Israel, by murdering their chil­
dren. (Acts vii. 19.) It issued in their incrense (E:xod. 
i. 20), and in the destruction of his own people. E:xod. 
xii. xiv. 

Caiaphas, in condemning our Lord, sacrificed justice 
to expediency, in the hope, by this stroke of worldly 
policy, to prevent the ruin of his country by the Ro­
mans. (Jolin xi. 49, 50.) By so doing he brought upon 
it that ruin. 

The devil, in the crucifixion of our Lord (Luke xxii. 
5:l), involved himself in deeper ruin by his success. 
Heh. ii. 14. Col. ii. 14, 15. 

The great persecution against the Church at J eru­
salem, by which its enemies thought to crush it, be­
came the means of propagating the Gospel to an ex­
tent which could scarcely have taken place by any 
other means. .LJ.cts viii. 1. 4. 

but to k iin t,J,,at soweth 1-igkteou.sness shall be a sure reward. 

Noah's patient continuing in well doing. Gen. vi. 22; 
vii. Heb. xi. 7. 

Abraham. Heb. vi. 15. 
Joseph. Gen. xxxvii-xli. Ps. xxxvii. 4-6. 
Simeon. Luke ii. 25-32 ; Lam. iii. 25, 26. 
Anna, who seems to l1ave made the loss of her hus­

band, in the prime of life, a motive for increased de­
votedness of heart to God, and whose persevering at­
tendance on his worship was, after many years, blessed 
with a sight of that Saviour in whom she trusted. Luke 
ii. 36-38. 

Contrast the death of Judas (Matt. xxvii. 3-5) 
with the feelings expressed by Peter just before his 
death. 2 Pet. i. 4. 11. JG; iii. 13. 

Paul going forth in simplicity and godly sincerity 
( 2 Car. i. J 2) to sow spiritual things. U ndcr very dis­
coura"ing appearances at first, he n0t unfrequently 
saw afterwards an abundant harvest in the spiritunl 
goo<l clone to others ( compare his first coming to Phi­
lippi, Acts xvi., with his Epistle to the Philippians); 

[Cb, xi. 18, 

with many sorrows. 
I Tim. vl. 9, 10. 

It cannot be said of 
a miser that he pos­
sesses his rlohes, 
however atlached 
he may be to them. 

Prov. x:xii. s. 
Eccles. x. 8. 
Isa. lix. 5-S. 
Rom. vi. 21. 
"They who al tempt 
to deceive others, 
deceive themselves, 
and are often ruined 
by the very mea­
sures from which 
they expected the 
greatest advan­
tage." 

See .on Prov. xxvi. 
27. 

Prov. x. 9. 
Luke xiv. 13, H. 
Ps. ·cxxvi. 5, G. 
Gal. vi. 7, B. 
Hos. x. 12. 
Suffer and expect. 
2 Theas. iii. 5. 
In prayer we often 
cast in the seed of 
an harvest which 
will be reaped at 
some remote period. 
Eccles. xi. l. 
The way or God's 
precepts leads to the 
enjoyment of his 
prootises. Thou 
meelesr him that 
worketh righteous­
ness. 
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and o.t the end of hie course ·he ho.d o. sure rewo.rd. 
(2 Tim. iv. 7, 8,) No such reward attended those de­
ceitful workers who opposed him, whose end was ac­
cording to their works. 2 Cor. xi. 15. P;O'll· xiii. )7. 
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11 What we wea~e 
in time we shall 
wear in eternity." 

Cl,. xi. 21. Tliough fl,(lnd join in fl,(lnd, tlie 'lCWked sl,all, not be un­
punislted: (Explained p. 28.) 

The Babel builders. Gen. xi. 4. 
Korab, Datha.n, and Abiram. Numb. xvi. 
The kings of Canaan combining against Israel. Josh. 

ix. l, 2. 
Adonizedec, &c. Josli. x. 

but tlie seed of the 1-ightwus shall be delirered. 

'l'he preservation of Abraham's posterity, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, amid the many dangers to which they 
were exposed, and often without any human means of 
protecting themselves. Gen. xxvi. 24; xxxv. 5; xxxix.; 
xii. Ps. cv. 12-15. 

Mephibosheth. 2 Sam. xxi. 7. 
Solomon. l Kings xi. 12. 34. 
Abijam. I Kings xv. 4. . 
The Israelites often. (E:rod. iii. 15-17. 2 Kings 

viii. 19.) Though this promise, in its fullest sense, 
belongs only to those who follow in the steps of their 
righteous ancestors. Ezek. xviii. 4. 

Prov. xvi. 5. 
The irresistib)e 
power of God is im­
plied in the follow­
ing passages : 
Isa. xl. 15. 17. 
Dan. Iv. 35. 
Job ix. 4. 

Second Command­
ment: 
"Show mercy unto 
thousands (of gene­
rations) unto r hem 
that Jove me." 
Deut. vii.!>. 
Isa. xliv. 3. 
Ps. ciii. 17, 18. 
Jer. xxxii. 39. 

xi. 25. The liberal soul sl,all be made fat : and lie that watereth sl,all 
be ioatered also hiinself. 

Abraham was no loser by his liberality to Lot ( Gen. 
xiii. 9. 14, 15 ), nor by his hospitality to the three men. 
( Gen. xviii. 2.) He thereby ente1·ta.ined angels un­
a wares. And in the care he took of the religious in­
struction of his servants ( Gen. xviii. 10), he was re­
warded by their fidelity to him, as appears from the 
conduct of his eldest servant. Gen. xxiv. 

'fhe widow of Zarephath giving, anu spa.ring not 
(Pi-or. xxi. 26), she did not luck. l I(ings xvii. 10, &c. 
Matt. x. 41. 

The Shunammite. 2 Kings iv. 8-37. 
Publius' kindness to Paul was rewarded by the re­

covery of his father. Acts xxviii. 7, 8. 
'fhe Philippians were distinguislu,d for'their bounty 

to Paul (Pltil. iv. 15), and for God's grace on their 
own souls. Pltil. i. 41 5. See on Pi·ov. iii. 10. 

"Frugality is the 
way to charity, and 
what we give to 
others from right 
motives is charity 
to ourselves." 

Prov. xix. I 7; 
xxviii. 27. 
2 Cor. ix. 6-8. 
Heb. xiii. 2. 
Matt. ,·. 7. 
2 Car. viii. !J. 

Sec on Pro\·, xi 17. 

xi. 27. He tltat diligently seeketl1 good, procuretli farour: 

Abraham's eervnnt. Gen. xxiv. 
Joseph's popularity among the Egyptians. Gen. 

xiv.ii, 25. Prov, xi. 26, 

Prov. ii. 1-9. 
"We receive grace 
as we desire it.''­
Bp. JJ';tson. 
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Joshua diligently sought the good of the Israelites. 
(Josl,. iii. l; ,,i. 12; vii. 16; viii. 10.) Before enter­
ing on the conquest of Canaan, he reuewcd the dedica­
tion of himself and them by the sacraments of Circum­
cision and the Passover (Josh. v.), and with his latest 
breath exhorted them to obedience. (Josh. xxiii.) He 
obtained great honour both from God and man (Josf,. 
iii. 7 ; iv. 14); and his labours were eminently suc­
cessful. Josh. xxiv. 21. 31. 

Mordecai, wl10se bretln·en did not envy him his 
greatness, but praised and loved him for the kindly 
exercise of his vast powers on their behalf. Esth. x. 3. 

Job. Job xxix. ll-13. 
The good wife and mother, as described Proe. xxxi. 

10-31 ; the praise and blessing she received from 
lier husband and children, as t.he reward of the dis­
charge of her duty to them. Pro'D. xxxi. 28. 

Dorcas (Acts ix. 36-41), who had endeared herself 
to the poor by her works of faith and labours of love, 
spending her time, not in making rich apparel for her­
self, but garmeuts for the widow. Pru'D. xxii. 1. 

but he tl,at seeketli ,nischief, it shall co1ne 11nto him. 

The devil, in tempting Eve, and the awful sentence 
brought on himself. Gen. iii. 14, 15. Ps. ix. 16. 

Balak, seeking to curse Israel, was himself cursed. 
Numb. xxii. 6; xxiv. 17. 
• Abner was the chief cause of the civil war which, 

for nearly seven years after the death of Saul, afflicted 
Judah and Israel. (2 Sam. ii. 8, 9.) He set up.his 
nephew to be king in opposition to David, though he 
knew David had a right to the throne by God's ex­
press appointment. (2 Sam. iii. 9.) He was assassi-
nated by Joab (2 Sam. iii. 27), God overruling that 
very wicked act, prompted by revenge and jealousy, 
to punish Abner for his manifold wickedness. 

[Ch, xi. 31, 

Malt. vii. 7, 8. 
Heb. xl. 0. 
Ps. cxix. 4, 5, 0. 
Dan. xii. 3. 
They lhat turn 
many to righteous­
ness shall shine os 
the stars for e\'er 
and e\'er. 

Good finds good. 

Do Ibey not err that 
devise evil 7 
Prov, xiv. 22. 
Ps. vii. 15, 16. 

See on Prov. v. 22; 
x:xvi. 27. 

Cf,. xi. 31. Behold, the rigltUOu8 shall be recompensed in the ea,·th: much 
more the uicked and the sinner. (Explained p. 41.) 

Jacob· the chastisement of God's providence towards 
him for' deceiving his father. (See on Pro'D. xii. 22.) 
He deceived Isaac with a kid (Gen. xxvii. 6-29); his 
sons deceived him by a kid. Gen. xxxvii. 31-33. 

Moses for speakina unadvisedly with hie lips (Ps. 
cvi. 33), 'was denied his dearest earthly wish (Numb. 
xx. 12), praying, but wi~~-out success, for the reversal 
of the seutence (Deut. m. 23-26); aud even when 
summoned to die, reminded of it. (Deut. xxxii. 48-52.) 
This would be also an awful warning to the Israelites, 
of the certainty of the execution of God's threatenings 
against them. 

David, by his wievous fall, had despised G_od's a_u­
thol"ity (2 8am. xii. 9) ; his son Absalom despised his. 

Be sure your sin 
will find you out. 
Numb. xxxii. 23. 
If the righlcous 
scarcely be saYcd, 
where shall the un­
godly and the sin­
ner appear? 1 Pei. 
iv. 18. 

"God would have us 
read our sins in our 
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(2 Sam. xv. 10.) David's crime arose from the indul­
gence of the sinful lusts of the flesh (2 Sam. xi.); he 
wns punished by similar crimes in his own children. 
(2 Sam. xiii.; xvi. 22.) He murdered Uriah with the 
sword of the Ammonites (2 Sam. xii. 0) ; the sword 
never departed from his house. 2 Sam. xii. 10 ; xiii. 
20; xviii. 14. l J[ings ii. 23-25. 

The holy prophet of Judah. (l Kings xiii. 26.) It 
seems to have been one intention of his punishment, to 
wnrn Jeroboam of the certain destruction awaiting 
him (I Kings xiii. 33, 34), if he persisted in his great 
wickedness, who had introduced both schism and 
idolatry into Israel. He bad changed the object 
(1 Kings xii. 28), the place (1 Kings xii. 20), the 
times, of worship (l Kings xii. 32), and the ministers 
for conducting it. l Kings xiii. 33. 

Zacharias, for nine months, was struck dumb, for a 
momentary distrust of God's word. (Luke i. 20.) His 
office as a priest (Mal. ii. 7. De1,t. xxxiii. 10), and 
distinguished holiness as a man (Luke i. 6), render 
thi~ the more solemn as a warning. 

Cl,. xii. 5. The thouglits of the righteous are right : 

David, when advised to take away the life of his 
bitterest enemy, whose counsels against him were de­
ceit ( 1 Sam. xxiii. 9), did not merely consult what 
would seem to be for his worldly interest, but whether 
the thing was right in the sight of God. (1 Sam. xxvi. 
8-11.) Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24, shows his deep anxiety 
to have his thoughts right, his motives pure. 

The Psalmist. Ps. cxix. 113. 5. 
Daniel, whose purpose was to live soberly, righte­

ously, and godly, exercising temperance in the regula­
tion of his appetites, justice to bis fellow-creatures, and 
piety to God. Dan. i. 8 ; vi. 4. • 

Nathanael. John i. 47. Pro~. xi. 23. 
Paul. Acts xxiv. 16. 2 Cor. iv. 2. 

but the counsels of the 1cicked arc deceit. 

The devil accomplished the ruin of Eve by dnzzling 
her mind with the prospect of increased knowledge, 
wisdom, and dignity. Gen. iii. 5, 6. 

Kornh, Dathan, and Abiram, concealed their real 
object, which wns to usurp to themselves the power 
and authority or l\Ioses and Aaron, by an affected de­
sire to promote the liberties of their fellow-countrymen, 
whose vanity they took the opportunity of flattering, 
in order lo make them the tools of their plot. Numb. 
xvi. 3. 

Jcro\Joam's counsel was deceit. (l Kings xii. 28.) 
What he said to the Israelites ( 1 Kings xii. 28) was 
not ,\11at he said in his hea1·t. ( l Kings xii. 26.) It 
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Juclgmenf,, that we 
might both repent 
of onr sins, and gi,·e 
g]ory to his jus­
tice."-Bp. /fall. 
Ps. Ixxxix. 31, 32. 
I Cor. xi. 32. 
Collect for Septua­
gcsima Sunday. 
Lit:my: 
"From thy wralh, 
and from everla:--t­
ing damnation, 
Good Lord, deliver 
us." 
" Remember not, 
Lord, our offences, 
&c., ncilher take 
thou ,·engeance," 
&c. 
2 Thess. i. 8, 9. 
Ps. cxliii. l, 2. 

Phil. i'r. 8, D. 
"Upon the regu.Ja­
tion of our thoughts 
depends the regula­
tion of our lives."· 
'' To think well is 
the way to act right­
ly,"-Paley. 
Ps. cxix. 1.;. 
11 Remember al­
ways the presence 
of God. Rejoice al­
ways in lhe will of 
God. Direct all to 
the glory of God." 
-Abp. Leigh/on. 
Collect for the Fifth 
Sunday after E::ister. 

Ps. xii. 2; cxx. 2, 3. 
Prov. xx. H. 

The righteous de­
sire to know and rlo 
the will of God. 
They have no evil 
intP.ntion C'Onccnlcd 
under fair pro­
fossions. They spenk 
the truth in their 
heart (Ps. xv. 2); 
but it is the study 
of the wicked how, 
by deceit, trick, fnir 
pretence, and cun­
ning artifice, they 
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was not their convenience, but the gratification of his 
own ambition, which he sought. 

The prophet of Bethel (l Kings xiii. 18), with his 
mouth destroying his neighbour. P.-oe. xi. 9. 

Sanballat and G<lsbem ; their counsel to do some 
mischief to Nehemiah, under the pretence of a friendly 
meeting for the public good. Neli. vi. 2. 

In the counsel Haman gave Abasuerus, the pretext 
was patriotism-the real motive, malice against Mor­
decai. Esth. iii. 8. 5, 6. 

Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, of the royal family of 
Judah, who, employed by Baalis, king of the Ammon­
ites (Je,·. xl. 14), treacheronsly murdered Ged,iliah, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had appointed governor of 
Palestine, after the destruction of J ernsalem. Jer. xii. 
1-7, 

D:miel's accusers, under cololll' of doing honour to 
the king, really intended the ruin of his favourite. 
Dan. vi. 7, 8. 

Herod concealed his wickedness from the wise men 
under the mask of piety. Matt. ii. 8. 16. 

The Pharisees respecting the tribute-money. Matt. 
xxii. 15, 16. 

Judas. Joltn xii. 4-6. 
The masters of the damsel possessed with a. devil, 

contrived such an accusation against Paul and Silas; 
as would hide their real motive ; their pretext was 
regard for the public peace. .Acts xvi. 19-2 I. 

Demetrius and bis fellow-workmen affected a regard 
for religion (Acts xi.x. 24-28); but the leading motive 
both in their case and that of the masters of the damsel, 
was covetousness. " It is an easy thing to picll a. 
quarrel where we intend a mischief."-Bp. Hall. 

The Jews laying wait for Paul. .Acts xxiii. 15. 

[Ch. xii. 8, 

may overrenclt 
others. It is to a 
man's slrn.mc thus 
to net, and let him 
remember that God 
is a discerner of the 
thoughts and in­
tents of the heart, 
and Judges them. 
We mistake if 
we imagine that 
thoughts are free; 
or that by deceit we 
shall promote our 
true interests. 

"Upright simplicity 
is the deepest wis­
dom, and perverse 
craft Ute merest.. 
shallowness."­
Barrow. 
Prov. xx. 17. 

Send down thy Spi­
rit, Lord! to write 
thy law upon n1y 
heart, nor let my 
tongue indulge de­
ceit nor act the liar's 
part. 

Ch. xii. 8. .A ,nan shall be commended according to his wisdom : 
Thus under every disadvantage arising from.their 

station in society at the time, Joseph, David, and 
Daniel were commended. Joseph when cast as a 
criminal in prison (Gen. xii. 39), David when a shep­
herd's boy (1 Sam. xvi. 18), and Daniel when a cap­
tive. Dan. i. 19, 20; ii. 47, 48. 

Mary was more commended by our Lord than 
Martha, because she showed more wisdom in the ex­
pression of her love to Him. Luke x. 39-42. 

The disciples of Christ at the day of judgment _(Matt. 
xxv. 1-13), especially those who have been instru­
mental in converting sinners, Dan. xii. 3. 

but lie that is of a pereerse lieart sliall be despised. 
Hophni and Phincha.s, though filling a very sacred 

office, and sons of the judge and high priest of Israel, 
l Sam. i. 3; ii. 17. 30. 

Prov. ii. 6. 
James i. 5. 
Prov. iii. 21, 22; 
xvii. 2. 
We should fre­
quently think on 
the day of Judg­
ment, which will 
set the seal on all 
characters. 
1 Cor. iv. 5. 
2 Cor. x. 18 

Prov. i. 21-26; Iii. 
35. 
Dan. xii. 2. ' 
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Nnbnl, though very rich, was despised even by his 
own servants. l Sam. xxv. 2. 17. Prrn. xxviii. 6. 

Judah, for her perverse departure from God, was 
<lespised even by those who had courted her alliance. 
Jer. iv. 22. 30. Lam. i. 8. 

The prodigal son, when. he bad spent all bis money, 
no man gave uuto him, being despised even by his 
former companions. Luke xv. 15, 16. 
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See also Ps. xi:x. 13; 
li. 10, suggesting a 
suitable prayer to 
preserve us from a 
perverse heart. 

Ch. xii. 10. A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast : 
tender mercies of the wicked are oi-uel. 

but the 

Jacob, Gen. xxxiii. 13, 14. 
David's rescue of the lamb, endangering even his 

own life for it. I Sam. xvii. 34, 35. 
Judah, reluctant to wurder his brother, but willing 

to· sell him as a slave, though knowing the anguish it 
would cause his aged father. Gen. xxxvii. 27. 

Nahash the Ammonite, his cruel offer to the men 
of Jabesh-Gilead. I Sam. xi. 1, 2. 

Pilate, at the very moment he declared our Lord to 
be innocent, yet suggested that He should be scou1·ged. 
Luke xxiil. 16. 

Deut. xxli. 7; x:,i;:v. 
4. 
Pe. xxx:vi. 6; cxlv. 
9. 
Jon. iv. JI. 
Malt. x. 29. 
The above refer­
ences show God's 
tender care for ani­
mals, and therefore 
our duty. 
Luke vi. 36. 
Prov. iii. 3. 

xii. 11. He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he 
tlua followet/1 min persons is -wid of understanding. See p. 18. 

Jacob's industry. In charge of his uncle's flocks be Prov. xiii. II. 23; 

was careful, honest, laborious, and God prospered him. ;t:.2t 2~i~~It 
Gen. xxxi. 40; xxxii. 10. 1 Thess. iv. 11, 12. 

The followers of Abimelech, as illustrated by Jo- 2 Thess. iii 10-12. 
tham's parable, and proved by facts. Judges ix. Pro~. Constant occupa­
xxiv. 21. tion prevents temp-

The followers of Absalom, a demagogue who preached tation. 
politicnl freedom in the chains of moral bondage. 2 Sam. Industry in our call-

xv T:j f~~~~e~-~ of Tbeudas and Judas perished (Acts ~~~~i;;f~i~~:•:uif. 
v. 36, 37) ; a warning to all who suffer themselves to ness we are led to 
be drawn awny by seditious leaders, to resist lawful ~!~oi~i:!e ~ll~~~:~ 
authority, "the powers that be," (Rm>,. xiii. I,) and evil communication 
meddle with affairs of state, instead of studying to be we nre soon cor­
quiet and mind their own business. rupted and ruined. 

xii. 13. Tlte 1oicked is snared by tl,e transgression of1,is lips: 
Korab, &c., speaking evil of dignities, their own I Pet. iii. 10. 

tongue fell upon themselves. Numb. xvi. 1-3. 31-34. ~~/ 
0
,~;~:!rct~'.15 wer 

Ps. lxiv. 8. Matt. xii. 36, 37. 
'rhe Amalekite who brought Saul's crown to-David, Ps. xix. I+. 

and llechab and Daanah. 2 Sam. i. 2-16; iv. 5. 12. 
Adonijah, who was plotting by his request the usurpa­

tion of the throne which God had so distinctly given to 
Solomon. 1 Kings il. 23. 

Daniel's accusers. Dan. vi. 24. 
The Jews at the trial of our Lord (Matt. xxvil. 26 ), See on Prov, xviii. 

118 illustrated by their present state. 7. 21. 
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but tl,e ju$l shall come out of t1·011ble. 
Joshua anti Caleb. Numb. xiv. 10. 24. 30. P,. xxxiv. 1n. 
Esther's effectual suit for her own life and that of Rom. '"iii. 35-39. • 

her people. Esth. Yii. 3; ,·iii. 3-17 ; ix. 25. 2 Pet. ii. 9
• 

Peter at Jerus.'\lem, when they that were of the 
circumcision contended with him. Acts xi. 2-IO. 

Ch. xii. 15. The ,ray of a fool is right in his ou:11 eyes: 
Lot's sons-in-law. Gen. xix. 14, 
The Jsmelites' self-will in rejecting the counsel of 

Samuel. (I Sam. viii. 10-20.) Trace their folly in 
the disaste1-s which overtook them under the king 
whom they had chosen. I Sam, xiii. 22; xiv. 52; 
xxxi. 1-7. 

The Pharisees, who excommunicated the man who 
had been born blind. John ix. 34. 

but he that hearkeneth u,,to counsel ia wise. 

Pharaoh. Gen. xii. 37-45. 
Jacob, by heru:kening to the counsel of Judah, was 

restored to his lost child. Gen. xliii. 11 ; xiv. 25-28. 
Moses, though eighty years of age, learned in all the 

wisdom of the Egyptians, and "whom the Lord knew 
face to face" (Deut. xxxiv. 10), hearkened lo Jethro's 
counsel. Exod. xviii. 19-24. 

Nathanael's readiness to take the advice of his 
friend, and his wisdom in so doing. John i. 46-51. 

Apollos, though distinguished for his eloquence and 
knowledge of the Scriptures, hearkened to the instruc­
tion of Priscilla as well as of Aquila. Acts xviii. 
24-26. 

Prov. xiv. 16. 
Gal. vi. 3. 
1 Tim. vi.4. 
Proud, knowlng no­
thing. 
He who knows 
nothing, doubts no­
lhing. 

See on Prov. :xxi. 2. 

Ps. cxix. 24. 
" The first step to 
knowledge is to 
know that we are 
ignorant.''-Cecil. 
Love those who ad­
vise, rather than 
those who praise 
you. 

Wisdom is gotten 
by hearkening to 
good counse], for 
none are born so na­
turally. Job xi. 12, 

The. consequences of David not hearkening to the See on Prov. ;, ,5; 

counsel of Joab. 2 Sam. xxiv. 3, 4. 15. • ix. 9; xix. 20. 

xii. 16. A fool's wratl, is p1·esently known: 
J ehornm's ( l,ing of Israel) against Elisha. 2 Kings 

vi. 31. 
Jezebel's against Elijah. I K·ings xix. I, 2. 
Nebuchadnezzar's rage against Shadrach, &c., which 

appeared in his countenance. Dan. iii. 19. 
Those in the synagogue at Nazareth against our 

Lord. Luke iv. 28. 

but a 1Jrudent man co-oeretl, sl,ame. 
Contrast Gideon's command of temper (Judges viii, 

2, 3,) with the conduct of the men of Eph1·aim. Judges 
Yiii, J. 

The Jews' silence when taunted by Rabshakeh. Isa, 
xxxvi. 21. Pro~. xxvi. 4. 

David (I Sam. xvii. 29, 30,) contrasted with his 
quarrelsome elder brother Eliab ( I Sam. xvii. 28), 
striving with David without cause, when he had done 

Prov.xxv.28; xxx. 
a2, and Matt. v. 22, 
suggesting n so­
lemn motive to re­
strain anger. 

James l. 19. 
Prov. xvii. 9; xxix, 
II. 
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him no l1arm. (Pro-o. iii. 30.) David answered him 
prudently, not nccording to his folly, or a violent 
contention might have ensued. 

!J7 

Saul (1 Sam. x. 27) contrasted with himself. 1 Sam. 
xx. 30-33. See on Prov. x. 12. 

Clt. xii. 18. T!,,ere;.., tliat speaketh like the piercings of a sword: 

Saul, against his son Jonathan (I Sam. xx. 30) and 
agaiust David, whose tongue, even when he flattered 
David (1 Sam. xviii. 21), was as a sharp sword (Ps. 
]vii. 4), and his lips as a burning fire. Pro-o. xvi. 27. 

Doeg's slander and its results, 1 Sam. xxii. 9-19. 
The Jews against our Lord. John viii. 48. 
Jeremiah was the object of cruel mocking. Lc1m. 

iii. H. Heb. xi. 36. 

but the tongue of the wise is liealth. 
The wise and healing advice which St. Paul gave 

respecting the excommunicated person. 2 CCYr. ii. 
6-11. 

Jethro's wise advice to his son-in-law, to restrain 
his zeal, and thus prevent him from destroying his 
health by over-exertion. Exod. xviii. 17-26. 

Abigail, by her soft answer, preserved the life of her 
husband, and also David from the guilt of murder. 
1 Sam. xxv. 24-33. 

Stephen's prayer for his murderers (Aots vii. 60), 
contrasted with their feelings towards him. (Aots vii. 
54. 57-59.) Saul of Tarsus, who was one of them 
(Acts xxii. 20), became afterwards an eminent saint, 
and thus was Stephen's prayer 1·emarkably answered. 
James v. 16. 

xii. 19. Tlie lip of trut/1 sl,all be establW.ed /<YI' e1:er: 

Cnleb and Joshua's report of tho promised laud, 
and that the Israelites_ might easily conquer it (Numb. 
xiii. 30), wns p1•oved to be true, and that of the ten 
other spies false (Numb. xiii. 32), as appears from lhe 
Book of Joshua. 

Reference may also be made to some of the won­
derful prophecies of the Bible, uttered between two 
and three thousand years ago, but now fulfilling, as in 
the present state of Nine,·eh. Nah. i, 8. 10; Zepli. ii. 
13-15. 

Babylon. (Isa. xiii. 19 ; xiv. 22, 23.) Its brond 
walls are utterly broken (Jer. I. 26; Ii. 58;, nothing is 
left of it but hea1is of ea1·th t1·odden under foot of men. 
-Volney. 

Tyre. (Ezek. xxvi. 4, 5 ; xxvii. Isa. xxiii. 3. 8. The 
whole populalion of the village consists of fifty or sixty 
poor families, wl,o live obscurely on the produce of 
their little ground and a trifling fishery.- Volneg. 

James iii. 6-g. 
Prov. xviii. 8; xxv. 
18. 
As such leep 
wounds may be in­
flicted by an un­
governed tongue, 
how watchful 
should we be against 
evil speaking. Matt. 
v. 44. Ps. cx!i. a. 

Prov. x. 20, 21. 
Eph. iv. 29-32. 
"Let not your 
tongue be a thorny 
buah, pricking and 
hurting tl1ose that 
are about you, nor 
altogether a barren 
tree yielding no­
thing, but a fruitful 
tree, a tree of life 
(Prov. xi. 30), to 
your neighbour."­
Abp. Leighton. 

See on Prov. xvi. 
21. 

Matt. xxiv. 35. 
2 Pet. i. 19-21. 

Truth is always con­
sistent wilh itself; 
and the more and 
longer it is tried, 
the more will th ;s 
appear. He who 
strictly adheres to 
truth, willgratlually 
establish his cha­
racter, and will not 
have cause to fear 
any investi&ation; 
but a lint is soon 
detected, being apt 
to coulradict him­
self, and thus ren­
der himself sua. 
pected and distrust• 
ed in every thing. 

:!:: 
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Egypt., (l,'."TJI,;, xxix. 15.) Afte1· a long course of 
grandeur, and in contradiction to its natural advan­
tages, Ezekiel pronouuccd that Egypt should be the 
basest cf kingdoms, and that it should be 110 more 
governed by native princes; and such has been the 
fact. Deprh·ed twenty-three centuries ago of her 
natural proprietors, she has been successively a. prey 
to the Per:;ians, the Macedonians, the Romans, the 
Greeks, t.he Arabs, the Georgians, and at length to the 
race of Tartars distinguished by the name of OUoma.n 
Turks. 

The preservation of the Jews (Deut. iv. 31, Le~. 
xxvi. 44 . .Amos ix. 0) o.s a. separate people. 

The coming of our Lord, and the events of his his­
tory; the place of his birth (Micah v. 2); the exact 
time (Dan. ix. 25, 26); the manner. Isa. vii. 14, &c. 

Particularly notice the improbability of the fulfil­
ment of many of the prophecies at the time they were 
delivered. 

For instance, how unlikely that the Jews, who so 
ardently expected their Messiah, should reject Him 
when He came, as foretold by Isaiah (Isa. liii.); that, 
being rejected and put to death at their instigation, 
He should, as foretold by David (Ps. xxii. 16), die by 
crucifixion, a punishment not in nse among them ; 
that all his bones should be out of joint, and not 
one broken (Ps. xxii. 14; xxxiv. 20. Jolin xix. 36); 
that dying the vilest of deaths, He should yet be 
buried honourably. (Isa. liii. 0.) Again; if it had 
been said that the clothes of our Lord would be given 
to the executioner, this was customary in almost e,·ery 
country; but the circumstance of their casting lots, as 
foretold by David (Ps. xxii. 18), seemed entirely to 
depend on the caprice of the soldiers at the moment. 
Pro1J. xv. ll. Jolin xx. 31. 

As all our· hopes for eternity are built on the Bible, 
truth thus established by the fulfilment of its prophe­
cies, proves it to be the word of God, and that ,ve may 
venture an eternity upon it. l Pet. i. 24, 26. 

Lut a lying tong'IM is but for a moment. 

Contrasted with the fulfilment of these prophecies, 
may be noticed the confusion which God ho.a put upon 
the lying oracles of the heathen, as those of Babylon, 
&c. Isa. xliv. 25; xlvii. 12-14. 

The prophecies of the various false prophets. 
Zedekiah's prophecy of the success of Ahab, was 

followed almost immediately after by Ahab's destruc­
tion. l Kings xxii. 11. 37. 

Hananiah's prophecy of the Jews' deliverance from 
Nebuchadnezzar's yoke (Jer. xxviii. 2. 11), made the 
people trust in a lie, and brought destruction on him­
self. Verses 15-17. 

•• Accustom your 
children to a slrict 
attention to truth, 
even in the most 
minute particulars. 
If a thing happen 
at one window, and 
they when reiating 
it say that it hap­
pened at another, 
do not let it paSB, 
but instantly check 
them ; you do not 
know where devia­
tion from truth will 
end." -Dr. John­
son. 

•• The importance 
of strict and scru­
pulous veracity can­
not be too often in­
culcated. Johnson 
was known to be so 
rigidly attentive to 
it, that e\'en in his 
common conversa­
tion, the slic-htest 
circumstance was 
mentioned with ex­
act precision. The 
knowledge of his 
having such a prin­
ciple and habit, 
made his friends 
have a perfect re­
liance on the truth 
of every thing he 
told, however it 
might have been 
doubled if told by 
many others." -
Boawelra Life of 
Johnson. 
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The devil's assurance to Eve, that she should 
die. Gen. iii. 4, 5. 

not Prov. x!x. 5. 9. 

The A malekites lie to obtain David's favour. (2 Sain. 
i. 10. 15.) Saul killed himself, and that not with a 
spear, but with his sword. l Sam. xxxi. 4. 

Gehazi. 2 Kings v. 22. 25. 27, Pr<>~. x. 9. 
Ananias and Sapphira, who lied not only to men, 

~~b XX. 4---8 j u:vli. 

Rev. xxi. 8. 

but especially to God, attempting to deceive God the See on Prov. >.iii. 5; 
Holy Ghost . .Acts v. 5. 10. Pro-r. xxi. 6. xxi. is. 

Ch. xii. 21. There shall 120 eml ltappen to the ju,t: but the wicked shall 
be filled 1oith mischief. 

Abraham. His was a life of trial, but God blessed 
him in all things. Gen. xxiv. 1. [stJ,. xlvi. 4. 

The same event has often a totally different aspect 
to the just and the wicked. 

Isaac was oppressed with blindness and other in­
firmities of age, being probably bed-ridden nearly forty 
years ( Gen. xxvii.; xxxv. 28, 29); but thus was he 
taught to look for a better, even a heavenly country. 
Heb. xi. 13-16. 

So Elisha, at a very advanced age, seems to have 
died under a lingering disease (2 Kings xiii. 14); but 
under very different circumstances to J ehoram, the 
wicked son of pious Jehoshaphat. 2 Chron. xxi. 18, 19. 

Josiah died in battle (2 Chron. xxxv. 23, 24), slain 
like Ahab ( 1 Kings xxii. 34. 37), by an arrow ; but 
Josiah died in peace, taken from the evil to come. 
(2 Kings xxii. 20. Ps. ci<;;vi.15. Isa. )vii. I, 2.) Ahab's 
death was a judgment, a declaration that the measure 
of his iniquity was at length filled up. l Kings xxii. 28. 

Jeremiah suffered much lhrough life, and probably 
died a violent death, but under very different circum­
stances from those of Jaazaniah. (Ezek. xi. 1-8. 10.) 
1.'he Lord w11s his portion. Lam. iii. 24-26. 

David's afflictions (2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. Ps. cxix. 71) 
contributed to his good. God often corrects us in this 
world to save us in the next. 

l'nul's thorn in the flesh, "God answered his prayer 
by a merciful denial, and most blessed him in crcssing 
his desire."-Bp.Hall. (2 C01·. xii. 7-10.) "In so1Tow, 
joyful; in poverty, rich; in chains, free ; when over­
whelmed with ignominy, be gloried in death itself; he 
lived, he conquered, he triumphed." His feeling (2 Tim. 
iv. 18) in the immediate prospect of martyrdom (2 Tim. 
iv. 6), emphatically shows there shall no evil happen 
to the just, and p1•esents a striking contrast to the 
death of Judas. Matt. xxvii. 3-5. 

xii. 22. Lying lips are abominatim to the Lord : 

Rom. viii. 28. 
2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 
11 The guilt of one 
sin is a greater mi­
sery than a thou­
sand crosses." -
Dyer. 
11 ·what can be 
heavy to that man 
who is eased of the 
intolerable burden 
of sin? How ani­
mated was that say­
ing of Luther, 
'Smite, Lord, smite, 
for thou hast ab­
s~lv~~' me from __ my 
sins. Ps. xxx.n. I, 
2.-A.bp. Leighton. 
Rev. vii. 9-17. 
Whatever wrongs 
we suffer, if we be 
kept from doing 
wrong, we shall en­
joy the peace of God 
in our hearts, and 
all will come to a 
good issue. 
If God has chosen 
your way, it is the 
best I ha.t could be 
chosen. It may be 
rough, but it is 
right. It mny be 
tedious, but it is 
sare. 

I The tree Lhat God 
planb, no wind 
hurts. 
Te Deum: ., The 
noble army or Mar­
tyrs pra:se thee, 0 
Lord." 

See on Prov. xiv. 
H. 

The buyer disparaging a commodity in order tci Prov. vi. 16, 17. 
cheapen it, ruid laughing at the simplicity of him wl10 Rev. xxil. 15• 

E 2 
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sold it at so low a price. (P,·or. xx. 14.) On the sin 
of not dealing truly, see p. 49, on Pror. xx. 10. 

Trace the com-se of God's providence towards Jacob, 
after deeei\'ing his father. Gen. xxvii. 

(I.) The wrath of Esau. Gen. xxvii. 41; xxxii. 6, 7-
(2.) The deceit of Laban. Gen. x""i. 7. 
(3.) And especially the deceit of his own children, 

more than thirty years after his sin. Gen. xxxvii. 
31-35. 

If for this one lie, to which Jacob was enticed by 
his mother, God visited him throu~h a course of so 
many years, how hateful in God's sight must be the 
habitual liar ! 

The lie of the old prophet of Bethel to the prophet 
of J udab, shows the great guilt and fatal effects of 
lying, fa.1· beyond what we may at the time suppose. 
By lying he became a murderer. (l Kings xiii. 18-24.) 
And though God may not in every case detect and 
puuish lying in this world, He certainly will in the 
next. &r. xxi. 8. 

but they that deal truly are his delight. 

Moses, who faithfully declared most unwelcome 
truths. Numh. xii. 7, 8. 

Samuel, his strict regard to truth, even when a 
child (I Sain. iii. 18); his integrity as a judge. (1 Sain. 
xii.) He was highly honoured of God as an inter­
.Cessor. Jer. xv. l. Ps. xcix. 6. 

Daniel. Dan. vi. 4 ; ix. 23. 
Nathanael. John i. 47, 51. Matt, v. 8. 

Cl,. xii. 23. A prudent inan conaealetl, knowledge: 

The prudence of Samuel iu not communicating what 
he had to say to Saul in the hearing of his servant. 
l Sain. ix. 27, 

Saul did not mention to his uncle tl1e high honour 
which was awaiting him ; this showed both his mo­
desty in a\'oiding ostentation, and his prudence not to 
excite envy. l Sam. x. W. 

Nehemiah knew the wickedness of the motives by 
which Sanballat and Geshem were influenced in in­
viting him to a conference, but prudently did not give 
that as a reason for not attending it. Neh. vi. 2, 3. 

Paul's freedom from ostentation. As it would not 
have aOBwered auy good purpose, he for fourteen years 
concealed the fact of his having been caught up into 
the thil·d heaven. (2 Cor. xii. 2.) Nor did he make any 
display of his knowledge of the deep mysteries of re­
ligion, but prudently adapted his instructions to the 
state of those he taught ( I Cur. iii. 2. lleb. v. I I, 12), 
thus imitating his diviue Masler. (.ilfork iv. 33. Jo!tn 
xvi. 12.) It is wisdom sometimes to conceal our know­
ledge, that we may not prejudice tl'llth.-Bp. Ha./l. 

"Slander and flat• 
tcry ore IJolhof them 
lies, differing only 
in manner and cir­
cumstance." - Bp. 
Hopkins. 

Use not to make 
any manner of lie, 
for the custom 
thereof is not good. 
Ecclus. vii. 13. 

The practice of Ir­
ing, even in jest, 
t~nds to weaken ot1r 
reverence for truth, 
and by degrees leads 
to lying in earnest. 
I Thess. •· 22. 

Catechism: 
11 Keep my tongue 
from lying.'' &c. 
Ps. cxix. 29. 

Ps. xv. 1, 2. 
Prov. iii. 3, 4; xi. 
20. 
We must not only 
speak the truth, but 
do the truth ; not 
only profess, but 
practise it; dealing 
truly ,vith God ,,nd 
man.. I J ohu i. 6. 

Eccles. iii. I. 7. 
A wise man will 
hold his tongue ti1l 
he see opportunity, 
but a babbler and a 
fool will regard no 
time. 
Ecclus. xx. 7. 
Prov. xiv. 33. Wis­
dom resteth in lhe 
heart of him that 
hath understand­
ing, i. e. is locked 
up in his breast till 
the proper time 
comes of drawing it 
forth. 
A quiet tongue 
shows a wise head. 
Great talkers show 
that they desire only 
to be thought emi­
nent, whereas the 
deepest waters are 
least heard. 
See on Prov. x. 19; 
xi. IS; xxix. 11. 
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but tlie lieart of fools proolaimetl, foolishness. 

The fool allucled to by Solomon (Eccles. x. 3), who, 
though he would endeavour to seem wise, yet talking 
on subjects he does not understand, publishes his ig­
norance as if he were ambitious that every one should 
know he is a fool. 

Those vain- talkers referred to by Paul (1 Tim. i. 
G, 7), desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding 
neither what they say nor whereof they affirm, only 
exposing their folly by their noisy empty discourse. 

Cl,. xii. 24. Tfie hand of tfte diligent shall bear rule: 
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A man may be 
known by his look: 
a man's attire. and 
excessive Janghter 
and gait, show whai 
he is. 
Ecclus. xix. 29, ao. 
Ps .. xix. 14; li. 10; 
cxh. 3. 
See on Prov. xiii. 
16; xv. 2. 14; and 
p. 46 on Prov. 
xvili. 2. 

Abraham's servant. Gen. xxiv. 2. 10. Prov. x. 4; :,:iii. 4: 
Joseph, not only when a slave in the house of Foti- ~~~: fu. 21 ; xxi. 7_ 

phar, but when considered as a criminal in prison. 
Gen. xxxix. 4. 22. 

Jeroboam, made by Solomon ruler of the house of See on Prov. :nii. 
Joseph.· l Kings xi. 28. 29. 

but tlie slothful shall be under tribute. 

The Israelites, as recorded in the book of Judges, 
from their neglect of God, sensual indulgences, and 
love of present ease, in not driving out their enemies 
when they had them in their power, were under 
tribute to Cushan (Judg. iii. 8), to Eglon (Judg. iii. 12), 
to the Philistines (Judg. iii. 31), to Jabin (J1tdg. iv. 2), 
to the M:idianites, &c. Judg. vi. I. 

The slothful alluded to by Solomon (PrO'l'. xxh•. 
30-34), unexpectedly yet irresistibly brought at 
length to extreme want and beggary. 

xii. 25. Hea1Jiness in tfie heart of man 111aketl1 il stoop: 

Jacob. Gen. xxxvii. 33-35; xiii. 38. 
Eleazar and lthamar bm·nt the sin-offering which 

ought to have been eaten. (Le1J. x. 16, 17.) 'l'he reason 
was, heaviness of heart occasioned by deep family 
affliction, the destruction of their brothers, Nadab and 
Abihu (Lee. x. 1, 2), which, as Aaron their father 
urged, rendered them too much depressed to eat the 
sacred feast as it ought to be eaten, with calmness and 
cheerfulness. Ler,. x. 10. 

Ezra's deep affliction, almost amounting to despair, 
at the ungodly marriages of his countrymen. Ezra ix. 
4-6. 

Nehemiah, though in the midst of worldly n.bun­
clnnce, yet his grief for the ruinous state of Jcrnsnlcm. 
Ne!,. i. 4. 

'rhe Psn.huist, under a sense of sin. Ps. xl. 12. 
Jeremiah. Jer. viii. 18. 
'l'he widow of Nain, weeping as she followed her 

only 8011 to the 1;rave. Luke vii. 12. 
E 3 

'My son, lead not a 
beggar's life. 
Ecclus. xl. 28. 
Prov. xix. lS i x:x. 
4 (see also p. 40 on 
x. 4); xxi. 25. 
Malt. xxv. 26-30. 
Heb. vi. 12. 

Prov. xv. 13; x,·ii. 
22. 
We should watch 
against giving way 
to grief, lest it unfit 
us for duty. 

The Con1munion: 
General Confession. 



102 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS DY [Ch, xii, 20, 

but a good 1ro,·d maketh it glad. 

Hezekiah east his but-den on the Lord, and obser,•e 
God's kind message to him by Isaiah. Isa. xxxviii. 

Ezra, the encouragement ha received from Shecha­
niah to proceed with the reformation of his country­
men. Ezm x. 1-5. 

Nehemiah. Nek. ii. 1-6. 
The woman that was a sinner. Lt1ke vii. 38. 50. 

Matt. v. 4. 
Mary Magdalene. John xx. ll-18. 
The disciples going to Emmaus. Luke xxiv. 17. 32. 
Those bereaved of relatives, the words of comfort 

addressed to them by Paul. I Tlwss. iv. 13-18. 

Prov. xv. 23; xvi. 
24 i xxv. 11 ; xxvil. 
9. 
Isa. I. •I. 
Matt. xi. 28. 
'J.'he Communion : 
" Hear what com­
fortable words our 
Saviour," &c. 

Cl,. xii. 26. The right.euvs is more excellent tl,an his neighbour: 
Jehoshaphat was made to appear more excellent 

than his neighbour Jehoram, king of Israel, when 
they were in the same outward circumstances. 2 Kings 
iii. 14. 

Daniel (Dan. vi. 3), whose excellence, though a Jew 
and a captive, was so felt even by a heathen king, that 
he preferred him above all the princes and presidents 
of his own people. 

Herod Antipas' 1·everence for, and fear of, John even 
while meditating his destruction, is a striking illus­
tration of the dignity of a truly religious character. 
Mark vi. 20. 

Paul, by his piety, was a support to the whole ship's 
company, and rendered them far more service than 
the master of the ship. Acts xxvii. 

The change wrought in the Corinthians ( l C01'. vi. 
11); in the Ephesians (Epl,. ii.1-7); in the strangers 
scattered throughout Pontus, &c. ( l Pet. i. 22) ; was 
not a mere change of opinion, but of rnoro.l character, 
which evidently made them more excellent than their 
heathen neighbours*. 

Lazarus, the beggar, was more excellent than his 
rich neighbour, at whose gale he was laid (Luke xvi. 
20-23), being rich in the graces and comforts of the 
Spirit, which are the true riches. Jam. ii. 5. 

but tlte way of t/,e wicked seducetl, tliein. 

Balaam, while acknowledging the excellency of the 
righteous, was seduce~ by_ yielding to his co.~_etous 
desires, not to tread m !us steps (Numb. xxm. 10. 

Prov. xiv. 19 
The duty of show­
ing our religion by 
our conduct is im• 
plied in the follow­
ing references. 
Matt. v. 46--48. 
Luke vi. 32-36. 
Phil. ii. 15. 
! .. Pet. ii. 18-21; 
w. 3, 4. 
It is not possessing 
a Jarger share of 
wealth, or learning, 
or natural wisdom, 
a greater capacity, 
or brighter parts, 
which constitute 
superior excellence, 
but righteousness. 
This inspires the 
soul with generous 
principles. 
It is the elfect of 
communion with 
God which makes 
the righteous more 
excellent thnn • hts 
neighbour. He is 
tbe living temple of 
the Holy Ghost. 
I Cor. vi. 19. 

James i. 13, H. 

• The testimony of Pliny, who was a heathen, to the c}rnracter of the first Chris­
tians is very remarkable. \Vriting to the Emperor 'frajan, he says, 11 They were 
accustomed on a stated day to assemble before it wa, light, and addressed themselves 
in a form of prayer to Christ as God, binding them1:1elves, as with a solemn oath, not 
for the purpose of any wick_cd design, but never t~ commit any fJ~d, theft, or 
adultery; never to falsify their word, break any promise, or deny a trust when they 
should I.le called upon to deliver it up!' 
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2 Pet. ii. 15), and 
PrO'O. xi. 19. 

found not the honour he sought. ~~lt xi. 9, 10; 

Sordid Laban's testimony 1.o Jacob (Gen. xxx. 27); 
his niggardly treatment of his nephew led to the loss 
of his services. 

Pharaoh's testimony to Moses (Exod. ix. 27; x. 16); 
and Saul's to David (1 Sam. xxiv. 17). Yet, though 
so deep we1·e their convictions of sin, Pharaoh and 
Saul retumed again to their iniquity, to attempt the 
destL"Uction of those whose righteousness they so fully 
acknowledged. E:rod. xiv. 5. 1 Sam. xxvi. 2. 

Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the miserable issue 
of his dishonesty, so different from his expectations. 
2 Kings v. 27. 

J oash's remarkable testimony to the excellency of 
Elisha (2 Kings xiii. 14); yet after such deep feeling 
continuing the idolatry introduced by Jeroboam, the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin (1 Kings xii. 
25-33) ; so seductive is bad example, especially 
when, as in this case, confirmed by long usage. 

Pilate's testimony to our Lord's innocence, and fre­
quent attempts to release him, but seduced by the 
desire of popularity and the fear of tUtnult. lJfark xv. 
15. Natt. xxvii. 24. 

Heb. iii. 12, 13. 

" }len ate a.theisti­
cal l:ecause they are 
first vicious, and 
question the troth 
of Christianity be­
cause they hate the 
practice of it."­
South. Hence it is 
their way seduceth 
them. 

Having plea.sure in 
unrighteousness, 
they believe a lie.. 
2 Thess. ii. 11, 12. 

Dy sin they promise 
to themselves liber­
ty, and find bond­
age. John viii. 34. 

Collects for 3rd Sun­
day after Easter and 
18th Sunday after 
Trinity. 

Git. xii. 28. 111 tl,e way of righteousness is life: and ill tfte pathu:ay 
thereof there is no death. See p. 15. 

Enoch. Heb. xi. 5. 
Samuel contrasted with Hophni and Phineas, whose 

wickedness brought them to an untimely end. l Sam. 
ii. 34; iv. 11. 

David contrasted with Saul. (1 C11ron. x. 13, 14; 
xxix. 211.) "The fear of the Lord prolongeth days, 
but the years of the wicked shall be shortened ;" 
which may be further illustrated by the loss of health 
brought on by Yicious indulgence alluded to (P.ro1>. "· 
11), which they avoid who fear God. P,·01'. iv. 20-22. 

Paul, whose desire after righteousness (Acts xxiv. 
16. 1 Cor. ix. 27. Heb. iv. 11), is no less 1·emarkable 
than his utter renunciation of any dependence on it for 
salvation (Pliil. iii, 8), wn.s evidently delivered from 
the curse of the first death, and the power of the 
second or etcmal death. 2 7'im. iv. 7, 8. 

All who truly believe in Christ (Jolin xi. 25, 26 ; x. 
27, 28), the Lord our righteousness. Jer. xxiii. 6. 
2 Col'. v. 21. 

xiii. 5. A righteous man l,atetl, lying: 

Joseph, a courtier, but with true nobleness of mind, 
avowing the disreputable employment of his con­
nexions. Gen. xlvi. 31-34. 

Samuel. 1 Sa111. iii. 18. 
E4 

Prov. ix. II; x. lG; 
xi. 19; xix. 23. 
I Tim. iv. 8. 
Jobn iii. 86. 
I Cor. xv. 54-58. 
Rom. viii. 28 ; vi. 
22, 23. ,. 
Collect in Burial 
Service: ,. 0 lfer­
ciful God, the Fa­
ther of our- Lord 
Jesus Christ, who 
is the resurrection 
and the life,. Jin 
whom wliosoever 
believeth shall lire 
though he die, and 
whosoever liveth 
and believeth in 
Him shall uot die 
eternally," &c. 

Col. iii. 9. 
Prov. xii. l ii xh· 
5; XXX. 8. 
I's. xv. 1-4. 
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Micaiah. l Kings xxii. 13, 14. P,·o~. xiv. 5. 
Elihu'.s care not to gi,·c flattering titles to mnn. 

Job xxxn. 22. 
The Psalmist's cnre to avoid lying (Ps. cxix. 20. 

163), and not to suffer those to dwell in his house who 
were guilty of it (Ps. ci. 7), or to keep liars company. 
Ps. xxvi. 4. 

Agur. Pro~. xxx. 8. 
Jeremiah. Je1·. xxvi. 1-15. 
Johu the Baptist., who, abhorring to flatter, boldly 

told the truth. Jlatt. xiv. 4. See Collect for John th';e 
Baptist's Day. 

Paul's anxiety to avoid flattery in his ministry. 
The$S. ii. 5. 2 C-Or. iv. 2. 
The l~;ng prophets Zedekiah and Ahab. Jer. xxix. 

21, 22. 

b11t a icfoked man is loatl1Some, and cometh. to shame. 

Jehoram, king of Judah. 2 Clwon. xxi. 18, 19. 
Gchazi. 2 Kings v. 27, Pror. xx. 17. 
Jezebel (2 Kings ix. 35), who had so awfully in­

duced others to lie, to procure the murder of Na.both. 
I Kings xxi. 7-13. Pro~. xvii. 15. 

Herod eaten of worms (Acts xii. 21-23), for his 
loving a lie which fed his pride. 

[Ch. xiii. 7, 

Dare to tell true, 
nothing needs a He, 
the fault that needs 
it most, grows two 
thereby, 

Hypocrisy is lying; 
false doctrine is ly­
ing i breach of faith 
is lying. Fraud and 
deceit in buying 
(Prov. xx. 14) and 
soiling (Prov. xx. 
23) is lying. We 
may act a lie with­
out uttering a word. 
Acts v. 3. 

" There is no vice 
that doth so cover a 
man with sbarr.e as 
to be found false 
and perfidious."­
Lo1·d Bacon. 
Prov. vi. 16, 17. 
Rev. xxi. 8. 
Rev. xxii. 15. 

Cl,. xiii. 7, 1'here is that maketh himself ricl,, yet hath nothing : 

Ahab, though a king, rendered miserable for waut 
of a garden of herbs ; from his insatiable covetousness, 
poor in the midst of his richcs.-Calmet. (I Kings xxi. 
4. Hi. 22. ProD. xxvii. 20.) The pleasure of what we 
have is lost by coveting more. 

Haman, in the fulness of his sufficiency, in straits. 
Esth. v. 11-13. 

The avaricious miser. Eccles. iv. 8. See on ProD, 
xi. 17, 

'.l'he self-righteous Pharisee at the Temple, who 
fasted at all the stated seasons, and paid tithes with 
the greatest exactness, but yet, through his spiritual 
pride, was rejected. (Luke xviii.11-14.) '.!.'here is one 
that laboureth, and taketh pains, and maketh haste, 
and is so much the more behind. Ecclus. xi. 11. 

The self-conceited Corinthians. I Coi·. iv. 8. 

tliere is tl,at maketl, himself poor, yet ltath great riclies. 

l\latlhew. L11ke v. 27, 28; xxii. 20. 
Zncchcus. L11ke xix. 8, 9. 
Paul (2 Cor. vi. 10. Pl,il. iii. 8 ; iv. 11. 18). The 

complaint of weakness argues streugth, and, on the 
contrary, an opinion of sufficient grace is an evident 
conviction of mere emptiness. 2 Cor. xii. O, 10. B]', II all. 

The Ephesian converts (Acts xix. 10. Eph. ii.) en-

Tl1e more an ava­
ricious man has, the 
more he wants, and 
therefore the poorer 
he really is. Con­
tent is the riches of 
the poor man, de­
sire the rich man's 
poverty. 

"Noth:ng can fill 
the hf'art of man 
but He that made 
it."-Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xiii. I J. 
Eccles. v. 10. 
Luke xii. 15. 
I's. cxix . .'lG. 

Eccles. xi. J. 
Isa. !vii. 15. 
Matt. v. 3. 
11 Faith, hope, cha­
rity, temperance, 
purity, 11atience, 
contentment, are 
the true riches, ond 
the lack of them the 
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riched with the blessings of the Gospel, " the un­
searchable riches of Christ." 

The Church of Smyrna (Re1'. ii. 9) contrasted with 
the Church of Lnodicen. Re1'. iii. l 7. 

Cl,. xiii. 10. Only by pride cometh contention: 

Dathan's pride led him to contention with Moses. 
Being the descendant of Reuben, Jacob's first-born, 
he proudly aspired to that supreme command which 
God had conferred on Moses, the grandson of Levi, 
the third in descent from Jacob. Numb. XYi. 

The pride of the men of Ephraim. (Judg. xii. 1-6.) 
When we overrate ourselves, we think we are un­
worthily treated by others. 

Rehoboam, impatient of any opposition to his will, 
disdaining to yield, as though it were an affront to his 
C:ignity (I Kings xii.), and the contention that followed. 

The Apostles (Luke xxii. 24). Pride is the inmost 
coat, which we put on first, and put off last.-Bp. 
Hall. What need therefore have we to watch and 
pray against it. 

but 1Citk tke u:ell adrised u 1Cisdom. 

Rehciboam, though his loss had been so great, an<l 
his preparations so formidable for recovering it, well 
.advised by Shemaiah, wisely dropped his contention 
with Jeroboam. l Kin!7s xii. 22-24. 

The Jews, well advised by Hezekiah, entered not 
into contention with Rabshakeh. 2 Kings xviii. 36. 

Silence is the best answer to some persons, disputing 
with them only makes them worse. 

The multitude of the disciples, well advised by the 
Apostles, came to a wise decision, all source of conten­
tion being removed. Actsvi. l-1. See on Pro'C.xvi.20. 

xiii. 12. Hope deferi·ed maketh the heart sick: 

Abraham's long expectation of Isaac (for nearly 
twenty-five years arter the promise,) a se,·ere trial to 
his faith. Gen. xv. 2, 3. It is not the intenseness of 
our trials, but the duration of them, which is the 
greatest test of patience. 

David's deferred hope of being able to nttend the 
sanctuary (Ps. xiii. 1-3), and of delivernnce from 
Saul. 1 Sam. xxvii. I. 

The Jews' hope of help from Egypt, to misc the 
siege of Jerusalem, when attacked by Nebuchadnezzar. 
Lam. iv. 17. 

The two disciples going to Emrnaus. Luke xxiv. 
17. 21. 

E 5 
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pot"erty most to be 
dreaded." - Bp. 
Hornt. 
11 He loselh nothing 
that loseth notGod.'' 
-1/erbert. 

Prov. xxviii. 25. 
James iii. 13-18. 

The exaltation of 
self is the greatest 
promoter of conten­
tion in families, in 
the church, and in 
the world. It was 
to Cestroy this spi­
rit that Jesus \\'as 
manifested. (Phil. 
ii. 3-8.) The sal­
vation of Christ is a 
deliverance from 
pride, and a being 
clothed with hu­
mility. 

Meekly ask counsel 
of God, consult His 
word,His ministers, 
your J>ious friends, 
and your own con­
science; ponder 
your path, and you 
will be enabled to 
act prudcn tly and 
lh·e in peace. 

Prov.i.5; xii. 15; 
xv. 31-33. 
Rom. xii 18-21. 

Gal. vi. 9. 
Hab. iii. 17-19. 
Our wisdom is not 
to 11romise our­
selves too much 
from the creature, 
but in reference to 
what God has pro­
mised, we shou]d 
ne\·er despair, how­
c\·cr long we may 
wait. 
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but ,rlien tlU! desw·e cometh, it is a tree of life. 

Abraham, a.t the birth of Isaac, whose name means 
laughter. Gen. xxi. 3-8. 

Hannah (1 Sain. i. 26-28). How sweet are the 
blessings which come from the court of heaven thus 
inscribed, "GiYcn in answer to prayer." Such wns 
Samuel. 

The Jews, when delivered from their captivity in 
Babylon. Ps. cxxvi. Isa. Ii. 11. 

Simeon (Luke ii. 28-32), when Christ, the Jesire 
of all nations (Hag. ii. 7), promised for 4000 yenrs to 
the Church (Gen. iii. 15), at length came. 

The joy of the true servant of Christ on entering 
beaven (Re~. xxii. 2-5; vii. 14-17), contrasted with 
Rom. Yiii. 23, 2 Go,·. v. 2-4, descriptive of his present 
state. 

P,. xvli. 15. 
Jamea v. 7, 8. 

Ck. xiii. 13. Whoso dapiseth tlie word sluill be destroyed : 

The world before the flood despised the word of 
God by the· preaching of Noah. I Pet. iii. 20. 2 Pet. 
ii. 5. 

The Israelites, as described by Moses, and awfully 
fulfilled in their destruction by the Romans. Deut 
xxviii. 44-68. 

The unbelieving Lord at the siege of Samaria. 
2 Kings vii. 2. 17-20. 

Joash, king of Judah. 2 Chron. xxiv. 17-25. 
Amaziah (2 Chron. xxv. 16. 27), refusing instruction 

he despised his own soul. (Prov. xv. 32.) He that will 
not be counselled cannot be l1elped. 

The chief of the priests and of the people, just be­
fore the destruction of Jerusalem hy Nebuchadnezzar. 
2 Citron. xxxvi. 16. 

Jehoialiim, who took no waming by his brother 
Shallum's fall, but who murdered the prophet Urijah 
(Jer. xxvi. 20-24), and cut Jeremiah's roll with a 
penknife, and cast it into the fire. Je,·. xxxvi. 23-30. 

The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah, who fled to 
Egypt, ancl dwelt at Pathros (Jer. xliv. 16, 17. 27), a 
remarkable instance of self-will in resisting God's 
word, and of the misery which follows upon the indul­
gence of it. 

but he tl,at fea,·et!t the commandment sl,all be rewa1·cled. 

Pharaoh's servants. E:rod. ix. 20. 25. 
E,·en Ahab obtained some mitigation of his sen­

tence. I Kings xxi. 29. 
Anrnziah was no loser by the sacrifice of the 100 

talenls of silver. 2 C/11·on. xxv. 6-11. 
El,cdmelcch, the Ethiopian, when Jerusalem was 

destroyed. Jer. xxxix. 15-18. 

Prov. i. 24-30, 
Luke xvi. 31. 
Heb. x. 28, 31. 
We despise Christ, 
the 11 word of God," 
when we slight his 
ministers, and make 
light of the gospel 
preached by them. 
Luke x. 15, 16; xiv. 
24. 
11 Those that prefer 
the rules of carnal 
policy before divine 
precepts, ancl the 
a1lurements of the 
world and the flesh 
before God's pro­
mises and comforts, 
despise His word, 
giving the prefer­
ence to those things 
which stand in com­
petition with it.''­
Henry. 
Matt. vi. 21. 
Rom. viii. 6, 7. 
Collect for 2nd Sun• 
day in Advent. 

Prov. xix. JG. 
Ps. cxv. 13. 
Isa. !xvi. 2. 
Mai.ill. 16, 17. 
Eph. vi. 2. 
Litany: 
1

' That it may please 
Thee, to give us a 
heart to love and 
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Contrast Josiah (2 Gin-on. xxxiv. 27, 20) with his dread Thee, and 
son Jehoinllim. Jer. xxxvi. 23-30; xxii. 19. :;~~";'b1Jco~m;~~~ 

Cl,. xiii. 15. Good underetanding gi~eth fawur: 

Abraham, prudent, pious, showing respect to others, 
he obtained the respect and regard even of his heathen 
neighbours, and a greater readiness than he supposed 
to accede to his wishes. Gen. xxiii. 10, ll. Respect, 
and you shall be respected. 

Abraham's servant. Gen. xxiv. 2. 
The good conduct of Joseph, and God's blessing 

upon him. Gen. xxxix. 2. 
Joshua. Josh. vi. 27. 
David. l Sa111. xviii. 14. 
Abigail. l Sam. xxv. 3. 18-34. 
Daniel. Dan. i. 8, 9 ; vi. 3. 
The child Samuel was in favour both with the Lord 

nnd also with men. I Sam. ii. 26. Pror,, xxii. I. 

but the tcay of transgressors is hard. 
The angels which kept not their first estate, 2 Pet. 

ii. 4. Jude 6. 
Eve, by her transgression, embittered all her life. 

She brought upon herself the anger of God, and a 
heart alienated from Him, the loss of paradise, fear, 
shame, soITow, the reproach or her husband, subjec­
tion to Satan and to death, temporal, spiritual, eternal, 
which has descended on her posterity. Gen. iii. Rom. v. 

Cain. Gen. iv. ll-15. 
Samson, the child of pious parents, through want of 

resolution to break off from sin, his peace was de­
stroyed by contending passions (Judg. xvi. 16), a 
solemn warning or the evil of Jieeping bad company, 
and of the misery attendant on the indulgence of un­
lawful pleasures. Judg. xvi. P1·ov. xxiii. 27, 28. 

Saul, threatened by Samuel, rejected by God, under 
coutinunl apprehension of being dethroned hy his com­
petitor, a prey to jealousy, envy, cruelty, melancholy, 
(I Sam xvi. 14); such wns bis way, and his cud per­
dition. 

Gehnzi took God's name in vain (2 Kings v. 20), was 
a liar ancl a thief, making use or his master's name to 
obtain money under false pretences. (2 Kings v. 22.) 
But his cunning availed him nothing ; detection, 
shame, and punishment overtook him, descending even 
to his children, and thus strewing his way with thorns, 

The licentious. Pro~. ii. 18; v. 11 ; vi. 26. 
']'he envious. Pror. xiv. 30. 
The slothful. Pror. xv. JO. 
The passionate man, who, by tl1e frequent indul­

gence of his ungoverned temper, is eve1· bringing him­
self into trouble. Pro~. xix. 19. 

ll 6 

menta." 

Good insight into 
business, discretion 
in the management 
of it and of them­
selves, diligence, in­
tegrity, piety, will 
eminently tend to 
promote reputation 
and comfort in life. 

Wisdom exalteth 
her children. 
Ecclus. iv. 1 I. 

Pa. cxi. 10 ; ci ii:. 
34. 73. 
Prov. iii. I--4. 
Rom. xiv. I 7, 18. 

Prov. v. 1-5 i :txii, 
H. 
ha. !vii. 20, 21. 
Jer. ii. 19. 
Rom. ii. 8, 9. 
Disobedience to 
God's government 
is t.he source of all 
the misery there is 
in the universe. 

11 How hard a mas­
ter he sen·es where 
the devil gives the 
employment, and 
shame is his enter­
tainment, and sin is 
his work, and hell 
is his wages."-Bp. 
J. Taylor. 

" Sinners labour in 
the very fire." 

Litany: 
° From all e,Til and 
mischief, from sin, 
&c., Good Lord, de• 
liver us." 
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The drunkard. Pl'oti. xxiii. 29-32. 
Jonah. Jo11al, ii. 
The p1·odignl son, whose riotuus living soon brought 

upon him shame and waut. Luke X\', 14-16. Proi,. 
xiii. 25 ; vi. 26. 

Cl,. xiii. 16. E~ry pl'1uw11t 111<m dealeth with knowledge: 

Abraham. It was not pride, but p1•udence, which 
led him to refuse Ephron's gift. He would not need­
lessly lay himself under obligations which might in­
duce Ephron or his family to claim his assistance in 
some way very inconvenient to him either to give or 
refuse. Abraham would also thus prevent disputes 
which might afterwards arise as to his title to the 
field. Gen. xxiii. 13. Prov. xiv. 15. 

Jacob's arrangements for meeting Esau, showed his 
prndence (Ge;i. xxxii. 7, 8,) and knowledge of human 
nature (Gen. xxxii. 13.) Pro~. xviii. 16), as well as his 
faith in God's promises. Gen. xxxii. 9-12. 

The good wife, who considers a field before she 
buys it (Pror. xxxi. 16), whether it be fit for her use, 
and of a reasonable price, and how she may purchase 
it ; as many have been ruined by buying without con­
sidering. 

Parable of building the tower. Luke xiv. 28. 
Paul, when he went to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 

showecl great discretion and prudence. Gal. ii. 2. 
The accommodation of the Apostles to the preju­

dices of the converted Jews, in permitting th~m the 
use of the Mosaic ritual, but not permitting them to 
force it on the Gentiles. Acts xv. 

It was foretolcl of our blessed Lord, that he should 
deal prudently (Isa. Iii. 13); and many instances are 
recorcled in the Gospels illustrating this. Where 
there was determined unbelief he wrought but few 
miracles. (llfatt. xiii. 58. 1l[a1·k viii. 11, 12, with ]J[aU. 
,·ii. G.) Our Lord wrought very few miracles at Jeru­
salem in the earlier part of his ministry, and the wis­
clom ancl prudence of this appear iu the effect produced 
at its close, by the raising of Lazarus (Jolin xi. 47. 
53. 57); which makes it evident that not to have acted 
as he clid would, humanly speaking, have hastened his 
crucilixion before his ministry was accomplished. Ob­
serve also his mode of silencing tl,e Herodians (Matt. 
xxii. 16-22), the Sadclucees (llfatt. xxii. 23-33), tho 
PI1arisees (,lfatt. xxii. 34-46), his refusing to work a 
ruirncle before Herod (Luke xxiii. 9), and his silence 
"n his trial. l',fatt. xxvii. 14. Where the asker is 
unworthy, the r1uestion captious, words bootless, the 
Lest answer is silence.-Ep. Hall. , 

"Prudence is an 
ability Of judging 
what is best in the 
choice bolh of the 
end and of the 
means."-Groves. 

Many go out of lheir 
sphere under good 
pretences, but it is 
wisdom to be cau­
tious, and to under­
take nothing but 
with due delibera­
tion, ,and what we 
understand. 

Ps. cxix. 9. 
Prov. ii. 1-II. 
Ps. cxii. 5. A good 
man ... will guide 
his affairs with dis­
cretion. 
Eph. v. 17. 
Col. iv. 6. 

Confirmation Ser­
vice: PrayeL", 
11 Almighty and 
everlasting God ... 
strengthen them, 
we beseech thee, 0 
Lord, with the Holy 
Ghost, the Com• 
forter, and daily in• 
crea2e in lhcru thy 
manifold gift of 
grace ... the spirit 
of knowledge," &c 

See p. ·" I on l'rov. 
xxiv. 27. 
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b11t lt fool layetl, open his folly. 

Da.lnnm rebuking his ass. Numb. xxii. 29, 30. Eccles. x. 3. 
Ahasuerus, a man of pleasure, taldng no pains to Prov. xvii. :s. 

distinguish between truth and falsehood, laid open his 
folly by heedleSily giving himself up to be the dupe of 
a wicked favourite. Esth. iii. 10-15. 

Herod's rash oath, to give the daughter of Herodias 
whatsoever she would _ask. Matt. xiv. 7. Mark vi. 23. 

Those described by St. Paul, forward to talk of 
things they knew uothiug of, and to undertake that for See on Pro,·. xii. 
which they w~re altogether unfit. 1 Ti,n. i. 6, 7, 23; xv. 2. 

Cli. xiii. 20. He that u:alkl'lk 11:itk wise nun shall be u:-ize : See p. 42. 

While Uzziah had the benefit of Zechariah's in­
struction, he sought God (2 Chron. xxvi. 5), which is 
true wisdom. Jo/,acxviii. 28. 

J oash did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord all the days of J ehoiada the priest, afterwards 
associating himself with the wicked princes of Judah, 
he was destroyed. 2 Cl,ron. xxiv. 2. 17-25. 

Ruth, the Moabitess, with Naomi (R11tk i. 16), from 
whom she learnt a knowledge of the true Goel. 

Elisha. with Elijah. 2 Kings ii. 9. 
Andrew, from having been a disciple of John the 

Baptist, was thus introduced to a knowledge of Christ, 
and Peter also through his b1·other Andrew. John i. 
40, 4 I. 

The advantage Nathanael derived from having 
formed a friendship with Philij), Jolin i. 45-51. 

but a companion of fools shall be destroyea. 

The Israelites who joined Baalpeor. Numb. xxv. 9. 
Ps. cvi. 28, 29. 

The destruction of Lot's married daughters, nnd his 
own imminent danger from living at Sodom. Gen. xiii. 
12, 13 ; xiv. 12. 

Jehoshaphat's imminent danger from his connexion 
with Ahab. 2 C!,ron. xix. 2. 

J choram, king of Judah, the son of J ehoshnphnt, 
by his marriage wiLh Athaliah, the wicked daughter 
of Ahnh, was led into wicked courses, and lhus brought 
destruction on himself. (2 Kings viii. 18. 27. 2 Cliron. 
xxi. 12-20.) There needs no more than a bad wife 
to undo a family. P1·ov. xiv. I. Bp. Patrick. 

Ahaziali, the grandson of Jehoshnphnt, on a visit to 
his idolatrous uncle, Jehoram, king of lsrnel, was de­
stroyed. (2 Kings ix. 21. 27, 28.) And it is an awful 
feature of his history, that his mol her was his coun­
sellor to do wickedly. 2 Chl'on. xxii. 3. 

'l'he proselytes made by the Pharisees. il[<tlt. xxiii. 
15. Prov. xix. 27. 

Pro,·. ii. 20; xxii. 
17, 16. 
Ps. xx,·i. 4; cxix. 
G3. JI.I. 
'' A good man is the 
best friend, and 
therefore soonest to 
be chosen, Jon~er 
to be retained, and 
indeed never to be 
parted with, un!ess 
he cease to be that 
for which he was 
chosen." -J. Tay­
lor. 

Precepts t,:-ach 1 but 
examples draw. 

Pro,•. i. 10. 15; ic 
H, . 5; xi. 9 i .xxii. 
u. 
1

• He that would be 
safe from l he n.cts 
of evil, must wisely 
avoid the occa­
sions."-Bp. I/all. 
I Cor. xv. 33, 3f. 
2 Cor. vi. 11-1S. 
To dcci<le with 
whorn you will have 
your portion i11 eter­
nity, you must in­
qu!rc who are yo:.ir 
companions in time. 
Gal. vi. 7, S. 
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Oh. xiii. 21. Eml p1wS11etli sin11e1·s: 

Adonibezek. Judg. i. 7. 
The Israelites, as referred to in the book of Judges. 

Judg. ii. 14, 15. 
Abimelech and tl1e men of Shechem ; the blood of 

Gideon's sons was shed by the help of tl1e Shechemites. 
(Jud,ges ix. 1-7.) But the friendship which is begun 
in wickedness cannot staud. ( J ud_qes ix. 23, 24.) The 
blood of the Shechemites was shed by Abimelech, who 
ha.d thus employed them. (Jud,ges ix. 44, 45.) He that 
is false to God cannot be true to mau. Abimelech's de­
struction soon followed; plowing iniquity aud sowing 
wickedness, he reaped the same. Judg. ix. 24. 56, 57. 
Jobxx. 4-9. 

Eccles. viii. 11-13. 
I's. ex!. II. 
Jer. ii. 19. 
Delay does not 
lessen the certain• 
ty of punishment, 
either here or here­
after. 
Numb. xxxiii. 23. 
Eccles. iii. 15. 
God requireth that 
which is past. 
Never sin went un­
punished, and the 
end of all sin if it 
be not repentance is 
hell. 

The Amalekites; the seutence against whom wo.s 
executed more than 400 years after it was threatened. 
E:r-0d. xvii. 14. l Sarn. xv. 3-7. • 

Agag. l Sa.,n. xv. 33. 
J oab, the murderer of Abner and Amasa. l Kings 

ii. 31, 32. Pro1'. xi. 19. 
The ten tribes. God first destroyed or sent into 

captivity by Hazael, tho.t part beyond Jordan (2 Kings 
x. 32); then Tiglath Pileser subdued and enslaved all 
the northern part (2 K·ings xv. 29); and at last all the 
ten tribes were taken captive by his son Shalmanezer 
(2 Kings xvii. 3. 6. 18); from which captivity they 
have never yet returned. 

The present state of the Jews, for crucifying our 
Lord, their Jong-continued sufferings, and unbelief. 
Matt. xxvii. 25. 2 Cor. iii. 15. 

The drunkard, the glutton, ancl the slothful. (Pro1'. 
xxiii. 21.) Idleness travels ,·ery leisurely, and poverty 
soon overtakes her. 

but to the righteous good shall be repaid. 

Joseph, after thirteen years' suffering for righteous-
ness' sake. Gen. xii. 40. 

The widow of Zarephath. l Kin_qs xvii. 16. 23. 
The Shunammite. 2 Kings iv. 17-37. 
The disciples of Christ. Jlfatt. v. II, 12; x. 42; 

xxv. 34. 2 Tim. iv. 6-8. ' 

Ps. xx-xvii. 34-40; 
cxxvi. 5, 6. 
ha. iii. JO. 
Matt. xix. 29. 
Rom. ii. 7-JO. 
I Cor. xv. 56-58. 

Cl,. xiii. 22. A good man leauth an inheritance to his children's child,·e11: 

Abraham was not anxious about riches (Gen. xiv. 
23); his anxiety was to honour God, and .~? bring up 
his children in the fear of God (Gen. xvm. 19); and 
n so doing he best provirled for hi_s family. ( Gen. xxi_i. 
17, 18; xxvi. 3-5.) The bleesmg of the Lord 1t 
ma keth rich. 

Ephraim and Manasseh were blessed in the person 
or their father Joseph. (Gen. xlviii. 15, W. 20.) In 
this, as in many other instances, God exempli_fying a 
great principle on which he acts, that of blessmg one 

Prov . .xx. 7. 
Isa. xliv. 3. 
Ps. ciii. 17. 
Exod. xx. 6. 
I Tim. Iv. 6. 
,vhat men scaticr 
al.Jroad with a libe­
ral hand and single 
eye for God, is sure­
ly repaid to them or 
theirs. Ps. x1.xvii. 
26. 
A pious education 
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fol' the sn!to of another, and especially children for 
theil' pious pa.rents' snke. 

Caleb, to whom, for his distinguished piety, Hebron 
was given. Numb. xiv. 24. Josh, xiv. 14. 

and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just. 

is lbe best way of 
providing for a fa­
mily, and the surest 
foundation for its 
prosperity. 

The wealth of the Egyptians for the Israelites. Prov. xxviii. 8. 
Exod. xii. 36. Eccles. ii. 26. 

Haman's property given to Esther. Esth. viii. l. 
Job xxvii. 13-17, 

Oh. xiii. 24. B.e that sparreth hi.s rod hateth his son: lmt he that l~utl, 
him chasteneth him betimes. 

Eli's neglect to l'estrain bis sons (l Sam. iii. 13) 
proved their rnin ( l Sam. iv. 11); showing that such 
kindness is cruelty. 

David's great error in bis family was extreme in­
dulgence. He did not show that abhorrence of Absa­
lom's crime that be ought to have done. (2 Sam. xiii. 
39.) The beauty of Absa.lom (2 Sam. xiv. 25), as in 
the case of Adouijah ( l Kings i. 6), probably being a 
snare to him. Observe their untimely end (2 Sam. 
xviii. 14. l Kings ii. 25 ), and the misery they occa­
sioned him. (Pro'I!. xvii. 21. 25.) All that the Father 
oweth to the child is not love and maintenance, he 
oweth to him education, and he oweth him correction. 

" A good education will prerent faults in young per­
sons which nothing but a rigid discipline would cure 
when they have taken 1·oot." 

Prov. xlx. 18; xxii. 
15; :x:xiii. 13, 14; 
,cxix. 15. 17. 
Jer. xiii. 23. 
Prov. ::r:xii. 6. 
If you desire tbi? 
happiness of your 
child, teach him 
obedience and .self­
restraint. But that 
you may correct 
,visely defer punish­
ment till provoca­
tion has subsided. 
God shows his lo,e 
to his children by 
correcting them. 
Ps. :x.civ. J 2. 
Heb. xii. 6-11. 
I Cor. xi. 32. 

See on Prov. iii.12. 

Cl,. xiv. 6. A scorner seifuth tcisdo11,, and findeth it net : 

The Pharisees were scorners (John ix. 29), and they 
strengthened themselves in error even by an appeal to 
Scriptw·e. Jolin vii. 52. 2 Cor. iii. 14. 

The Jews at Antioch in Pisidin. were scorners; they 
looked for the Messiah,and yet rejected Jesus, to whom 
gave a.JI their prophets witness. Acts xiii. 41. 45. 

The Athenian philosophers. (Acts xvii. 18.) To 
carnal men, preaching is foolishness; devotion, idle­
ness ; the prophets, macl; Paul, a babbler. See l Cor. 
i. lR; ii. 14.-Bp. Hall. 

but knou:ledge is easy unto him that understandetl,. 

The Psalmist, setting n. high valde on the knowledge 
of God's law, and seeking it with earnest prayer, found 
it. P.•. cxix. 18. 98-100. 

Nathnnnel, not thinl1ing himself too wise to learn, 
how easily and quickly he attained to the knowledge of 
Christ. John i. 45-49. Ps. cxlix. 4. 

The ELhiopian nobleman, deeply sensible of his 
want of knowledge, and with great humility submitting 

"He that comes to 
seek after know­
ledge with a mind 
to scorn and cen­
sure, shall be sure 
to find enough for 
his humour, but 
none for his in­
struction." - Lord 
Bacon. 

Prov. viii. 9. 
I Cor. f. 23. 
:Matt. vi. 22, 23. 
Matt. xi. 25. 
James i. 5. 
Obey and you shall 
understand. John 
vii. 17. 
As God's ways a.re 
plnin unto the holy, 
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himself to the instruction of Philip, had his mind 
opcncJ. to undc1-staud the application of that wonderful 
prophecy cont:iiued in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
and to belie,·e 011 Him whom it foretold. Acts viii. 
27-39. 

[Ch. xiv. 8, 

so are they almnl.J~ 
ling-blocks unto lha 
wicked. 
Ecclus. xxxiJ<. 24. 

C'h.. xiv. II. TI,~. ,ci~dom of tlie pr11de11t is to understand his iray: (See 
p. 46, on P1·or. xn1. 24.) 

Abraham's servant looked well to his goings; he 
was-anxious to ha,·e his duty clearly set before him, 
and to follow, not the suggestions of worldly policy, 
but the leadings of Providence. Gen. xxiv. 5, &c. See 
011 P,·o~. iv. 26. 

Joseph used no dcccpti ve arts to escape from the 
sJayery to which he was unjustly subjected; his whole 
thought was to do the duties of the station in which 
the providence of God had placed him, and this was 
his true wisdom. Gen. xxxix. Ps. cxix. 9. 

Da,·id used 110 base intrigues to possess himself of 
the throne, or of the affections of the people, but 
studied to do his duty a.s a faithful subject to Saul. 
(1 Sarn. x-.-iii. 5. Ps._ cxxxi.) The issue was, God 
established him on the throne. 

The Psalmist. Ps. cxix. 59. 104. 
Our Lord's direction to Peter implied that it was 

his wisdom, not so much to regard what others did, as 
to attend to his own duties as his servant. Jolm xxi. 
21, 22. 

The Apostles had a tempting opportunity of making 
a gain of their converts, by the custody and manage­
ment of the public funds ; but they prudently declined 
it, to avoid all suspicion of covetousness, and because 
it would interfere with their higher duties. Acts vi. 4. 

Paul's inquiry at liis cou-.-ersion, "Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do!" (Acts ix. 6) is descriptive of 
the principle by which he was ever after governed 
(Acts xx. 24; xxi. 13. Phil. i. 21 ), that of godly sin­
cerity, as opposed to deceit ( 1 Thess. ii. 3) and fleshly 
wisdom. 2 ()01·. i. 12. 

iut t!,efolly of fools is deceit. (Explained p. 42.) 

Absalom. 2 8am. xv. 4; xviii. 9-15. Prov. xi. 19. 
Gehazi accounted it his wisdom to overreach and 

deceive Naaman, and Elish:i. his master, but it proved 
in the end extreme folly. (2 J{ings v. 20. 27.) Cun­
ning is nothing else but the fool's substitute for wis­
dom. Pror. xx. 17. 

Daniel's accusers. Dan. Yi. 24. 
Ananias ancl Sa.pphira desi1·ing to hide their covet­

ousness under the mask of liberality. Acts v. 1-11, 
Pror. x. 9. 

11 Those have the 
best knowledge who 
know their duty." 
-J,,f. Hen1·y. 

Catechism: 
11 Do my duty in 
that state of life 
unto which it shall 
please God to call 
me.'' 
And to guide you in 
this, s~e Col. iii. 18 
-25; iv. Ii Tit. ii. 
2-14. 

An honest man's 
heart is where his 
calling is. 

11 It is a false and 
vagrant zeal that 
begins not first at 
home."-Bp. Hall, 

Job xx\'iii, 28. 
Deut. xxix. 29. 
Eccles. xii. 13, 14. 
Ps. cxliii. 8: "Cause 
me to know," &c. 

No man is wise or 
sare but he that is 
hone:-.t. 
Crafly counsels arc 
joyful in tile expec­
tation, difficult in 
the management, 
and sad in the 
e,·ent.-J'acitus. 

See on Prov. xi. 18. 
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Cl,. xiv. 9. Fools make a mock at sin: 

The devil persuading Eve that God would not exe­
cute his threat, and that, by transgressing God's law, 
she would be even greatly benefited. Gen. iii. 4, 5. 

'fhe old world mocked at sin by despising Noah's 
call to repentance. Luke xvii. 26, 27. I Pet. iii. 20. 

Abner's challenge to J oab, reckless of the bloodshed 
it might occasion. 2 Sam. ii. 14-17. 

Ahasucrus and Haman made so light of their ini­
quity, as to sit down to wine after issuing a. decree to 
consign many thousands of innocent -persons, both 
young and old, little children and women, to sudden 
destruction. Est!,. iii. 13-15. Pro1J. xxix. 2. 

The Jews, as described by Isaiah (Isa. xxii. 13), 
who, when they ought to have mourned and fasted on 
account of their sin, gave themselves up to luxury and 
profaneness. Our joys and griefs are the pulse of our 
hearts, and tell the temper of thcm.-Abp. Leigl,ton. 

The chief priests; their profane and unfeeling taul!t 
of Judas, when he came to them in his agony, con­
fessing his guilt. (Matt. xxvii. 4.) His fellow-disciples 
would have treated him with more favour. 

but among tl,,e righteous tl,,ere is fa-rour. (ExplaineJ p. 43.) 

Josiah treating sin as a i:;reat evil, found favour with 
GoJ. (2 Kings xxii. 19, 20.) Standing in awe of God's 
word, and regarding reproof, he was honoured. Proo. 
xiii. 18. 

Job. Job xiii. 5, 6. 8. 
Those described in Ezekiel's vision. Ezek. ix. 4-6. 
Daniel. Dan. ix. 4-23. 
Paul's direction respect.ing the incestuous person. 

2 Cor. ii. 6-8. 

xiv. 10. TT,,e lieart knoU"etl, his otcn bitterness; 

Hannah had an nfl'eclionnte and pious husband, but 
she felt under sorrow that her alleviation must come 
from God, who alone could fully know all the bitter­
ness of he1• heart. Eli evidently quite mistook her 
case. l Sam. i. 8-14. 

The wife of Phiueas, her grief was beyond tho reach 
of human comfort. I Sam. iv. 19, 20. 

Joab's rebul1e of David was well intentioned; but 
J oab not being a truly religious man, he could not 
enter in to the agony of David's sorrow on account of 
his child being cut off in his iniquity. 2 Sam. xix. 
5-7. 

The Shunammite, ru<lely repulsed. by Gehazi un<lcr 
bitter sorrow. 2 Kings iv. 27. 

How liltle could n stranger have imagined that 
Haman would have been vexed at such a moment, 
and from such a cause! (Esth. v. 13.) a strange 
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Prov. x. 23; xv. 21; 
xxvi. 18, 19. 

" He who rejoices 
in another's ran re­
joices in the devil's 
victory." -A mbrou. 

An oath which a 
wlse man dreads, is 
the jest of fools. 
He that rr.akes light 
of email faults, is in 
a ready way to fa!! 
into great ones. 
He that hath slight 
thoughts of sin, 
ne,·er had great 
thoughts of God. 
Those that make 
light of sin make 
light of Christ. 

Litany: 
11 From contempt of 
Thy worll, Good 
Lord. deliver us." 

Prov. viii. 35; xii. 
2. 
Collect for Ash 
Wednesday. 

Our own need of 
forgiveness should 
make us compas­
sionate towards 
oth.:rs, Gal. vi. 1. 

'None knows Lhe 
wt·ight of a1101hcr·s 
llllrden. There .ire 
thorns in the nest 
that pien·e through 
the down that lines 
it, but art! know'.1 
nnll felt only by the 
occupier. 

"Each mind pos­
sesses in its interior 
ma1u,io11s a solemn 
rdirc<l apartment, 
reculi:lrly it::; own, 
into which none but 
himself and the 
Deity can ent~r."-
1:'ost.:r. 

Since our fellow-­
creatures l'an oftL·ll 
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disease, that he felt more the pain of another man's 
stiff knee, than the contentment of all his honours.­
A.bp. Leigl,,ton. 

Job suffered deeply from the inability of his friends 
to understand the nature of his grief. Job iv. 

The want of sympathy in the multitude for the blind 
men ; making light of the blind men's anxiety to be 
relieved from a calamity which they themselves had 
never experienced. Mau. xx. 31. 

Herod, amid the splendour of royalty, haunted by a 
guilty conscience. 1J11J!J·k vi. 16. 

Our Lord: the amazement of the Apostles (1Jfa1·k 
x. 32), and their want of sympathy with Him, espe­
cially in his agony in Gethsemane . .llfatt. xxvi. 36-43. 

Judas. l,fatt. xxvii. 4. 
Paul. The Corinthians, on the receipt of Paul's 

first Epistle, were probably little aware of the anguish 
of feeling under which he wrote it. 2 Co,·. ii. 4. 

and a stra11ger doth not intermddle with his joy. 

Michal, David's wife, could not enter into his holy 
joy at bringing back the ark of God. She could ad­
mire his valour (I Sam. xviii. 20), but not his piety 
(2 Sam. vi. 12-16),-the soldier, but not the saint. 

Festus could not understand the joy which animated 
Paul ln preaching Christ. Acts xxvi. 24; xx. 24. 
1 Cor. ii. 14. 

oo little sympathize 
with us, this should 
teach us to look less 
to man, and more 
to God. 
The following refer, 
ences suggest this: 
Isa. ii. 22. 
Ps. xxxviii. 9. 
Isa. lxiii. 9. 
Heb. iv. 15, 16. 
Lam.iii. 24-. 

"Worldly hearts 
can see nothing in 
actions of zeal, but 
folly and madness.'' 
-Bp. Hall. 

Ch. xiv. 12. There is a v:ay irltick seemeth rigl,t unto a man, but tlie end 
thereof are the ways of deatl,. 

Eve. Gen. iii. 6. 
Jeroboam (l Kings xii. 27-33; xiv. 7-11), illus­

h·atiag the remark, that when men take sinful ways 
to a.void a calamity, those very ways often bring it. 
Sre on Pror. iii. 7-

'.l'he death of Josiah shows, that unless the judgment 
be ruled right, the best of men may fall into great 
errors. 2 Cliron. xxxv. 20-24. 

The devout and honourable women at Antioch, in 
Pisidia., who, by persecuting Paul, thought they were 
doing God service (Acts xiii. 50, with Joltn xvi. 2), but 
were really exposing themselves to his wrath. 

The Ga.la.tian Church se~king jnstificatiou by tl1c 
law. Gal. v. 4. 

The Church of La.odicea. Rev. iii. 17. 
Many professing Christians (Mc,tt. vii. 22, 23); their 

$11rprise at th~ . day of ju<lgment. L~fe is a sort of 
sleep, from wlncn many awake n0t lmt m death. 

Prov. xvi. 25 j xxx. 
12. 
Matt. vii. 13, H. 
James i. 22. 
Vice often deceives 
under the co)our of 
virtue; as for in­
stance, men indulge 
covetousness and 
think it is only pru­
dence, mistake os­
tentation for libe-, 
rality, and pride for 
humilily. 
The following pas­
sages suggest how 
to be preserved from 
self-deception : 
Isa. viii. 20. 
Ps. cxix. 105; 
cxxxix. 23. 
See on Prov. xxx. 
12. 

xiv. 13. Eeen in laugl,ter tlte lteart is sorrowful; and tlw end of tl1at 
mirth is lieamness. 

Nahal, the end of his drunken merriment when the 
wine was gone out of him. I Sam. xxv. 36, 37, 
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Solomon, with every means of worldly gratification, 
found its insufficiency to make him happy. (Eccles. ii. 
2.) And if he found it so, what can the man do that 
cometh after the king I We cannot be happy but as 

• God mnkes ns holy. 
The mirth and dancing with which the Israelites 

celebrated their idolatrous rites to their golden calf. 
E:rod. xxxii. 6. 1 Cor. x. 7, 

Belshazzar's impious feast to a thousand of his lords, 
abruptly ended by his own destruction lllld that of his 
empire. Dan. v. 1-6. 30. 

The Israelites in the time of Amos (Amos ,•i.3-7), 
ungodly, cruel, voluptuous; their loose, impure, pro­
fane songs and music ended in their miserable cap­
tivity by the Assyrians, a warning to all who indulge 
in sinful mirth, 

Babylon. R,e,c. X'1iiL 7, 8. 
The ungodly world, spending their lives in mirth 

and gaiety ; laughing off all serious thoughts about 
eternity; kept by the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of life, from embracing the 
Gospel (Luke Yi. 25. Isa. 1. 11 ), contrasted with the 
lasting happiness of the true Christian. R.oin. v. 3. 
Epl,. i. 13, 14. 
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Ecc1es. vii. G; :xi. D. 
The frequenters or 
the t1ouse of mirth, 
whose hearts are 
set on feasting and 
jollity, merriment 
and pleasure, as al­
luded to, Eccles. 
vii. 4, should be 
warned b)· this pro­
verb or their folly. 
Be merry and wise. 
Fly lhe pleasure 
which bites to­
morrow. 
That mirtl, or cheer­
fulness which arises 
from a good con­
scier.ce, is com­
mended in the fol­
lowing proverbs: 
Prov. xv. 13. 15; 
:xvii. 22. 
John xiv. 27; xvi. 
20-22. 
Collect for All 
Saini..' Day. 

Ch. xiv. 14. The backslider in heart sl,aU be filled tcith Ms own ways: 

Eve. Gen. iii. Su on Pro'O. xiii. 15. 
Lot's wife. Gen. xix. 26. Luke xvii. 32. 
The Israelites in the wilderness. Ps. lxxviii. 18-22. 

29-31. Acts vii. 39. 42. 
Saul, once little in his own eyes. (1 Sain. xv. 17. 

1 Chron. x. 13, 14.) He that indulges in sin, is but 
whetting o. sword to plunge into his own soul. 

Ahithophel, a religious professor. Ps. IY. 14. 2 Sam. 
xvi. 23 ; xvii. 23. 

Judas, an apostle, but suffering the love of money 
to tnke possession of his heart, he became a thief 
(John xii. 6), the betrayer of the Son of Goil, and the 
destroyer of himself. 11-fatt. xxvii. 5. 

The Church of Sardis made before men a great pro­
fession of religion, but at that very time was departing 
in heart from God. (Re'O. iii. 1-6.) Its present 
1·uined state is an awful warning to every backslider. 

and a good 111an shall be satisfied from l,imulf. 

Daniel. Dan. vi. 10. 22. 
Paul, Christ lived in him ( Gal. ii. 20); o.ud he wns 

enabled, through his grace, to rejoice in the testimony 
of a conscience sprinkled by his blood. 2 Cor, i. 12. 
Phil. iv. ll-13. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

Jer. ii. 19. 
2 Pet. ii 20, 21. 
Ps. xvii. 5. 
Heb. iii. 12, 13. 
A wandering heart 
makes wandering 
eyes, feet, and 
tongue. 1 t is the 
leading wanderer 
that misleads all 
the rest, therefore 
"keep thy heart 
with all diligence," 
&c,. Prov. iv. 23, 
and especially pray 
to God to keep it, 
Ps. cxix. 117, as you 
,·alue your peace 
either here or here­
after, 

See on Prov. i. 32. 

John iv. H. 
Gal. vi. 4. 8. 
J-Ioliness is happi­
ness. 
Collect for 4th Sun­
day after Easler. 
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Oh-. xiv. 15. Th-e s-imple belicl!etl, crcrg 1rord: bttt the prudent man 
looh,t/1 1i,dl to his going. 

The prophet of Judah, who having l'eceived his 
c-ommand from God, ought to have l'equired some 
proof that. the stranger who had come from idolatrous 
Bethel, to persuade him to break that command, was 
indeed a true prophet. l Kings xiii. 19. 

He whose inconsiderate kiudncss leads him to enter 
l'ashly into suretiship. Pm~. x,·ii. 18. See also Pmv. 
vi. 1-5; xi, 15; xxii. 26. He that is hasty to give 
credit is light miuded. Ecdus. xix. 4. 

Darius, flattered by the presidents, too readily be­
lieved their declaration, that all the presidents were 
agreed in their wish that he should sign the decree. 
Dan. vi. 6-9. 

David well knew tl1at Saul's confession of sin, and 
expression of regard for him, could not be depended 
upon, and therefore betook himself again to his strong 
holds at Engedi. l Sam. xxiv. 22. P,·ov. ii. 10-15. 

Our blessed Lord's conduct in Jerusalem at the 
Passover, affords a similar instance. John ii. 24. 

Nehemiah. Ne/1. vi. 2-4. See on Prov. xii. 23. 
Sergius Paulus was not turned away from the faith 

by the crafty insinuations of Elymas. Acts xiii. 7-12. 

xii'. I 7- I-le tl,at is soon angry dealetl, foolisldy: 

Naaman. 2 Kings v. ll, 12. 
James and John (Luke ix, 54, 55); showing how 

soon, without great watchfulness, a spirit of persecu­
tion may be ldndled in the best of men, which they 
may mistake for zeal for God's honour. James i. 
19, 20. 

and a man of uncked demces is hated. 

Pro,•. xx,·ii. 12; iv, 
26. 
'' Christianity doth 
not l:lid us abate any 
thing of our wari­
ness and policy : 
yea., it requires us to 
ha\'c no less of the 
serpent than of the 
dove." - Bp. Hall. 
Matt. x. 16. 
Rom. xvi. 17, 18. 
Eph. iv. 14. 
J John iv. I. 
Isa. viii. 20. 
As prudence with­
out simplicity de­
generates into craft; 
so simplicity wit.h• 
out prudence is no 
better than mere fa­
tuity. 
" No evil can sur­
prise us ifwe walch, 
no evil can hurt us 
if we pray."-Bp. 
Hall. 
See on Prov. xxii.3. 

Prov. xxii. 24 i xxx. 
32. 
Eccles. vii. 9. 

Absalom's deep-laid plot. (2 Sam. xv. 2-6; xviii. ~~~vi. vi. JG. 18; 
17, 18.) Haman suppressed his anger against Mor- I's. cxli. 3. 
decai before Ahasuel'lls, but his character is especially 
odious in his meditating revenge against him, and con-
cealing his malice under the pretence of regard for the 
king's good. (Est/,. iii. 6-9; vii. 10; ix. 25.) The 
memory of both Absalom and Haman is held in pecu-
liar detestation by the Jews". See on l'ro,•. xvi. 32, 

• Absa1om erected a pi11ar in the king's valley, sayihg, •• I have no son, nnd this 
shall be a monument to perpetuate my name, 11 2 Sam. x,·iii. 18. There is a monument 
shown at present, cast of Jerusalem, in the valley of Jehoshaphat, called Absalom's 
pillar. Josephus (Anliq. lib. vii. c. 9), speaking or Absalom's monument, says it was 
a marble column, distant about two furlongs, or 300 paces, from Jerusalem. Travellers 
assure us that those who pass by Absalom's pillar, throw a stone at it, to show their 
allLorren~e of the son's rebellion against his father. There is so great n heap of 
stones near it that they almost hide the lower part of lllis monument.-Calmet. 

The feast of Pur or Pu rim (i. e. lots), instituted to commemorate lhe cleli\'erance of 
Lhe Jews (Est h. iii. 7 i ix.) is still observed every year among them, end thus the 
liatrcd of Haman's wicked devices lia.s now been for more than two thousand years 
perpetuated. 
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Cli. xiv. 26. In tlw fear of tlie Lord is strong confolence : and liis cl,ildren 
sl,alt l,a-r:e a plaoe of refuge. 

Abraham: the confidence of his faith in offering up 
Isaac ( Gen. xxii.), accounting that God was able to 
raise him up even from the dead. (lleb. xi. 19.) The 
calmness with which he acted throughout this trying 
scene is very observable. Gen. xxii. 3-10. 

David. Saul had driven him from his country, the 
PhilisLines from their camp; the Amalekites had pl•m­
dered his city, aud his own people spake of stoning 

Ps. xxiii. 4; xlvi; 
Jxxiii. 26. 
Heb. vi. 17-20; x. 
19-2i. 

Creature extremity 
can never reach 
beyond the help or 
omnipotence. 

him, but he encouraged himself iu the Lord his God. care. 
I Sain. xxx. 6. 

If \'\"e had more faith 
we should have less 

Hezekiah. 2 Cl,ron. xxxii. 7, 8. 22. 
Shadrach, &c., to whom the furnace was a refuge 

from Nebuchadnezzar's fury. Dan. iii, 17. 25. 27, Isa. 
xliii. 2. 

Habakkuk. HaJ,. iii. 17-19. 
Peter. Acts xii. 6. P,·o~. iii. 24. 

Let God be thy Jove 
and thy fear, and 
He will be also thy 
refuge. 
We can smile on 
death if God smile 
on us. 

Paul, iu the immediate prospect of death. 2 Tim. iv. See on Prov. i. 33; 
~& ~~ 

xiv. 29. He tl,at is slow to wrath is of great understanding: 

Moses, under the very provoking conduct of bis 
brother and sister. (Numb. xii. 3.) When his own 
honour was touched no man was more meek, though 
when God's honour was concerned, as in the case of 
the golden calf (Exod. xxxii. 19-29), no man wns 
more zealous ; and hence it may be remarked, that 
there are occo.sions when we ought to be angry. 

It was Eli's sin that he was not angry with his sons. 
1 Sa111. iii. 13. 

Our Lord's anger against those who objected to his 
henling the man with a. withered hand (Mark iii. 5), 
wns an evidence of his holiness ; as also in the case of 
driving out the money-changers from the temple. (Jolt11 
ii. 13. 17. llfott. xxi. 12, 13.) So also was Elisha's 
against J oash, fo1· his unbelief and negligence. 2 Ki11gs 
xiii. 19. 

but l.e that is l,asty of spi1-it exaltetl, folly. 

Rehoboam. 1 Kings xii. Pron. xiv. 16. 
J·ehoram, !ling of Israel, hastily imputecl to Ben• 

hada.d an intention to quarrel with him. (2 Kings v. 
7-) It is charity to ourselves to think no evil; a. sus­
picious mind is its own tormentor. 

Jonah. Jonah iv. 8, 0. 
Martha, reproving not only her sister, but our Lord. 

Luke x. ,10. 

Prov. xv. 18. 
I Cor. xiii. 4, 5. 
Epb. iv. 26. 
Matt. xi. 29. 

True wisdom is al­
ways accompanied 
with the govern­
ment of the pas­
sions. 
James iii. 13. Ji. 

Eccles. vii. O. 
Prov . .xxix. 20. 
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Ch. xiv. 30. A sound l,eai·t is the life oftl,ejles/i: but e11vy il,e 1·otte1111ess 
,ft.he bom:s. (Exp:ained p. 43.) 

The mis0ry which Saul's e1wy of Da,•id occasioned 
him. (1 Smn. xviii. 9. 12. 29; xix. !J.) Moses' feeling 
nnd conduct towards Eldad and l\ledad (Numb. xi. 
27-29), and Samuel's towards his successor Saul 
(1 Sam. xv. 11. 35), present a striking contrast to the 
envy of Saul. To which may also be added, that the 
other Apostles were not envious of Paul on account of 
the high honour which was put upon him who had 
been a persecutor, a blasphemer, and injurious. Gal. 
i. 23, 24. 

xh·. 32. The 1cicked is d,-it,en a1ray in hi.is wickedness: 

Dathan and Korab, throngh pride, discontented 
with that station into which it had pleased God to call 
them ; but at the very moment when grasping at 
higher honours, they were buried alive in perfect 
health, the earth becoming at the same instant their 
executioner and their grave. Numb. xvi. 32. 

Three thousand of the Israelites who had wor­
shipped the golden calf. They that in the morning 
were shouting and dancing, before night were dying 
in their own blood. Ezod. xxxii. 28. 1 Cor. x. 7, 

Balaam ; his prayer (Numb. xxiii. 10), was an awful 
contrast to his eud. He was driven away in his 
wickedness (Numb. xxx.i. 8), a sacrifice to his own evil 
policy. Iw~. ii. 14. 

The nations of Canaan by Joshua. Josh. ii. 9; v. 1 ; 
x. Deut. ix. 5. 

Hophni and Phineas, a warning to stubbom chil­
dren (1 Sam. iv. 11), driven by a violent death from 
those means of grace which they had so awfully 
abused. 

The prophets of Baal by Elijah ( 1 Kings xviii. 40), 
who in vain looked to their idol for he! p. 

The children of Bethel. 2 Kings ii. 23, 24. 
Belshazzar, panic-struck in the midst of his blas­

phemous festivity, and driven from all his confidence 
by the consciousness of his own wickedness. Dan. v. 
2-6. 30. 

Sapphira, struck dead, caught with a lie upon her 
tongue. Acts v. 8. See on Pro'D. xii. 19. 

but 1k rigldeous hat/1 lwpe in liis deat/1. 

Jacob. Gen. xlix. 18. 
Joseph. Gen. I. 24, 25. Heb. xi. 22. 
David. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, with Ps. xvii, 15. 
Stephen. Acts vii. 55-G0. 
Paul. 2 Tim. iv. 6-8. 
Peter. 2 Pet. i. 14. l6 ; iii. I 3. 

Prov. h1 • 20-23; 
X. 27. 
Ps. cxix. 80. 
I Pet. ii. I, 2. 
De pntien t to hear 
others praised and 
thine own faults. 
Envy has no rest. 

Sec oo Prov. xxvii, 
4,_ 

Prov. x. 2.5. 28. 
Job xviii.18; xxvii. 
20, 21. 

Let us take heed 
that we entertain 
no hopes of heaven, 
but what are built 
on a solid founcJa. 
lion (Phil. iii. 9. 
Rev. :xxi. 27), as 
many will seek to 
enter in and shall 
not be able (Luke 
xiii. 24-), and enter• 
tain a confidence 
which will not be 
realized. Matt. vii. 
22, 23. 

Ps. xxxi.x:. 13; Ji. 
11 j XC, 12 j CX.."<XiX. 
23, 24. 

See on Prov. x. 25. 

Te Deum: 
" We therefore pray 
Thee ...... make 
them to be num­
bered with thy 
6aints in glory ever­
lasting/' 
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Ch. xiv, 34. RigTtteousness eudteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to ar.y 
people. 

This is one great principle illustrated by the whole 
history of the Jewish people (Deut. iv. 6; xxviii. 
l Kings ix. 7-9. 2 Chron. xv. 3. 5, 6), a.ncl the nations 
around them, as recorded in the Olcl 'festament. 

The Israelites under Joshua (Josh. i. 8 ; x. 42; xxiii. 
14), contrasted with the state of the next generation 
after his death. Judg. i. ii, &c. 

The Jews under Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. xvii. 2-5. 
10, 11 ), and also their prosperous state under Heze­
kiah (2 Kings xviii. 7), contrasted with thciL· state 
under his father Ahaz. 2 Kings xvi. 

The Canaanites, whose ruin was brought upon them 
by theiL· iniquity. Their idolatry was not a mere error 
in judgment, but sanctioned and encouraged the basest 
pollutions and the most unnatural cruelty. LeD. xviii. 
24, 25. 29, 30. 

Egypt was brought into contempt and ruin for its 
idolatry and persecution of God's people. E.wd. xii. 12. 
Rzek. xxix. 1-15. 

The Amalekites were destroyed because their hand 
was against the throne of the Lord (Exod. xvii. 16) ; 
marginal reading. l Sam. xv. 

Babylon, for its oppression, Isa. xiv, 4-23. & 
also Isa. xlvii. 6-15. :if :It 

Moab, for its haughtiness. Isa. xvi. 6, 7, .._ 
Tyre, for its sacrilegious pride, the result of its 

great commercial prosperity. Ezek. xxviii. 2-8. Isa. 
xxiii. 1-9. 

Nineveh, for its Jove of ease IIIld pleasure, its licen-
tious dissipation, and carnal security. Zeph. ii. 13-15. 

xv. 1. A soft an:nrer turnetl, atooy w-alh: 

Aaron's answer to Moses. Ler. x. 16-20. Seep. 101. 
The Reubenites, though rather harshly treated, 

courteously entered in nn explanation of their con­
duct., Josh. xxii. 15-34. 

Gideon, Judg. viii. 1-3. Proe. xv. 18. 
Hnnnnh's meekness wider Eli's false accusation, 

l Sam. i. 15. 17. 
Abigail. l Sam. xxv. 23, &c. 

but grie1:ous words stir up anger. 

Tho Ephraimites, Judg. xii. 1-4. 
The men of Israel and Judah. 2 Sam. xix. 41-43, 

Proo. xxx. 33. 
Saul nnd Jonathan. l Sam. xx. 30-34. 
Rehoboa.m. 2 Chron. x. 13-16. ProfJ. xxvi. 21. 
Eliphaz' harsh censure of Job. Job xxii. 5, &c. 
Paul and Barna.bas, their sharp contention. Acts 

xv, 39, 

Ps. ix. 17; cvii. 34. 
!~~:: 1~i.ii. 15, 16; 

Exod. xx. 8-11, in 
connexion witt, 
?Teh. xiii. 18, Jer. 
xvii. 27, Ezek . .xx. 
13. 24, 6howing that 
Sabbath-breaking is 
noticed among those 
grievouit sins which 
bring wrath upon a 
nation. 
Righteousness is 
immortal. Ill doing 
shall overthrow the 
thrones of the 
mighty. Wisd. v. 23. 
"Whatever is mo­
rally wrong cannot 
bepoliticaJly rjgbt:• 
-Burke. 

Prayer for the High 
Court of Parlia­
ment. 
Litany: 
Those petitions re­
fening to the 
Queen, rulers in 
church and state, 
magistrates, com­
monalty. 
2nd Collect for Good 
Friday. 

Prov. :xxv. 1 I. 
I Pet. ii. 18-23. 
Litany: 
Petition II to bring 
forlh the fruits of 
the Spirit," cam• 
pared ,vith 
Gal. V, 22, 23. 
Epb. iv, 31, 32. 

Would you throw 
fire on o. house in 
flames to extinguish 
them! 
Stri're not so much 
to vex as to c<ID· 
vince your oppo• 
nent. 2 Tim, il. 24, 
25. 
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CJ,. xY. 2. The tongue of tl,c tcisc uscta kno,cledgc ai-ig!,t: 

Joshua ; his seasonable instructions and exhorta­
tions when dying, so reminding the Israelites of God's 
former b~nefits, his 1n-omises, and threatenings, and so 
boldly declaring his own determination, as to lend the 
people solemnly and faithfully to renew their covenant 
with God. Josl,. xxiii.; xxiv. 1-25. 

Elijah seizing the favourable moment ,to reprove 
the people for their indecision. (I Kings xviii. 21.) 
The use he made of the impression produced by the 
miracle. (ver. 40.) All he said wrui adapted to the 
cceasion, and to the respecti,•e characters of Ahab, 
the people, and the prophets of Baal. Then again, 
though knowing God's pu1·pose to give rain (l Kings 
xviii. 1 ), using the promise ns an excitement to prayer 
for its fulfilment. I Kings xviii. 42, 43. 

Our blessed Lord, when a child in the midst of the 
doctors, modes_tly proposing questions, hearkening to 
their instructions, and answering their inquiries, rather 
than being forward to speak. Luke ii. 42. 46, 47. 

Elihu. Jpb xxxii. 4. See oi, Pro1J. x. 19. 
Paul. I Cor. iii. 2. Sec on Pro1J. xii. 23. 

but the 1;wuth of fayurfih out foolishness. 

T11e vain repetiA-s of the prophets of Baal, calling 
on their god, thinking to be heard for their much 
speaking. I Kings xviii. 26. llfait. vi. 7, 

Rabshakeh's foolish boasting, from which he would 
not be restrained by Elial1im. 2 Kings xviii. 26. 29. 

Job's wife. Job ii. 9, 10. 
The Jews, in the tiJUe of Jeremiah, attributing their 

prosperity to their idolatry, and declaring the service 
of Jehovah to be unprofitable and ruinous. Jer. xliv, 
15-19. 

The Israelites, in disregard of the know ledge they 
possessed of God's promises to give them Canaan, of 
the wonders He had wrought for them, and of the 
miseries they had endured in Egypt, poured forth ex­
treJUe folly, proposing to cast off Moses and God, to 
stone Joshua and Caleb, make themselves a captain, 
and return to Egypt. Numb. xiv. 2-10. See also 
xvi. 13, where Dathan spenke of Egypt as a land flow­
ing with milk and honey. Pro1J. xv. 28. 

And again, the earnest desire of the Jews that Bar­
abbas, a murderer, might be given to them as a favour, 
and Jesus be crucified, to whom all their own prophets 
gave witness, and who had confirmed his divine autho-
1·ity by so many miracles. Jolin xviii, 40. Acts iii. 14. 

The Ephesians respecting their goddess Diana. 
Acts xix. 34. 

Paul's instruction to the Ephesians. Eph. v. 4. 

Eccles. x. 12, 13. 

Speak, young man, 
if there be need of 
thee : nnd yet 
scarcely when thou 
art twice asked. Let 
thy speech be short, 
comprehending 
much in few words; 
be as one that know­
eth and yet holdeth 
his tongue. If thou 
be among great 
men, make not thy­
self equal with 
them, and when an­
cient men are in 
place, us~ not many 
word:;. 
Ecclus. xxx.ii. 7-9. 

" This, too, is a 
very principal point 
to attend to, know­
ledge how to con­
verse. To interro­
gate without over 
earnestness, to an­
swer without desire 
ofdisplay 1 not to in­
terrupt a profitable 
speaker, or to desire 
to put in a word 
ambitiously of our 
own, to be mea­
sured in speaking 
and bearing, not to 
be a:;hamed of re­
ceiving or be grudg­
ing in giving infor­
mation, nor to pass 
another's know­
ledge 'for one's 
orrn.''-Basil. 
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1-Iymeneus and Philetus, profane and vain babblers. 
2 Tim. ii. 16-18. 

Those vo.in talkers alluded to by 'ritus. Tit. i. 10. 

121 

Ch. xv. 3. 
the good. 

The eyes of the Lord are in eiery place, beholding tl~ e,nl and 

Adam and Eve in the garden. Gen. iii. 8, 9. 
Hagar ( Gen. xvi. 7, 13) and the Ethiopian (Acts 

vili. 29) in the desert. 
Abraham on the mountain. Gen. xxii. 11. 15-18. 
Jacob journeying. Gen. xxviii. 11-16; xlvi. 1-4. 
Joseph (Gen. xxxix. 21) and Manasseh (2 Chron. 

xxxili. 12, 13. Job xxxiii. 27-30) in prison. 
Achan in his tent. Josl,. vii. 21. 18. 
Solomon in the temple. 2 CJ,ron. vii. 1-3. • Sec al~o 

verses 12-16. 
David (Ps. cxl. 7), Asa. (2 Chron. xiv. II, 12), Je­

hoshaphat (2 Chron. xviii. 31), and Al1ab (1 Kings 
xxii. 34. 38), in battle. 

Hezekiah qn his sick bed (2 Kings xx. 5) and on his 
1·ecovery, when showing the ambassadors from Baby­
lon the house of his precious things. 2 Kings xx. 13 
-18. 

Ezekiel on the plain. Euk. iii. 22. 
Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. iv. 29, &c.) in his pa.la.cc, 

and Belshazzar (Dan. v. 5) at his impious f- -.,~: 
The three children of Israel in the furnace, ~ 

iii. 25. -
Jonah in the whale's belly. Jonal, ii. 
Nathanael under the fig-tree. John i. 48. 
Stephen before the Sanhedrim. Acts vii. 55, 
Peter on the house-top. Acts x. 9-16. 
Herod on his throne. Acts xil. 23. 
Lydia by the river-side. Acts xvi. 13, 14. 
Paul in the tempest (Acts xxvii. 24), and before the 

juclgment-seat of Nero. 2 Ti111. iv. 17. 
Parable of the marriage of the king's son. There 

was but one person without the wedding-garment, and 
he falls under the eye and view of Christ (illatt. xxii. 
ll-13. I Cor. xi. 28); now offered to us as our Sa­
viour, but soon to come as O\ll' Judge, 

If the eyes or a holy 
God are thus in 
every place, his so­
lemn injunction to 
us not to enter in to 
temptation, to ab• 
stain from all ap­
pearance of evil, to 
keep ourselves un­
spotted from the 
world, should keep 
us from needlessly 
frequenting those 
places where his 
name is profaned, 
and where those 
love to go who live 
in open violation of 
his laws. 
11 So live with men 
as considering al­
ways that God sees 
thee. Do nothing 
whlch thou would­
est not have God 
see done." - Bp. 
Henshaw. 
Ps. cxxxix. 
Communion Ser-
vice. 
The Collect: 
"Almighty God, 
unto whom all 
hearts be open," &c. 

See on Pro\.·. v. 21. 

xv. 4. A tohole.~ome tongue is a tree of life: (Explained p. 43.) 

Dnvid's solemn charge to his son (I Citron. xxviii. 
9), and the blessing that attended Solomon as long as 
he followed his father's good instruction. 

The Israelitish maid, torn from her family, but 
found opportunity to do good in the land of her cap­
tivity. Her pious remark led, through the overruling 
providence of God, not only to the cure of Nnamnn•~ 
leprosy, but to the conversion of his soul. 2 Kings v. 3. 

Nnnman's servants; the sound advice they gave to 
their master, and its happy results. 2 Kings v. 13, 14. 

Col. iv. 6. 
Ps. Ii. 15; x.ix. 1.1, 
14. 

To direct a wan­
derer in the right 
way is to light :m­
other man's candle 
by one's own, which 
loses none ·of it~ 
light by what lhc 
other gin.•s. 
Prov. xi. 30. 

l' 
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The effect of the Apostles' preaching at J crusalem. See on Prov. xii. 

Acts ii. 41. 47. 18; xvi. 2-1. 

but 1>enerscneu tka-ein, is a breach in tl1e spi,·it. 
Ishmael mocking his brothe1·, and the unhappiness 

it brought on the family. Ge11. xxi. 9-1 l. 
Korah's, &c. rebellion wounded the spirit of Moses 

and Aaron, and brought destruction on those who 
listened to his suggestions. Numh. xvi. 

Absalom : the misery following upon his attempt to 
poison the mihds of the Israelites. It wounded the 
spirit of David, and brought destruction on Absalom 
a.nd his followers. 2 Sain. xv.; xviii. 7, 

11 Perverseness in 
the tongue is like 
a blustering wind 
among . the boughs 
of the trees, rend­
ing and tearing the 
life and spirit of a 
man's self, and 
others."-Bp. Hall. 

Ch. X\". 8. The sacrijwe of the wuked is aii abomination to the Lord: 
Cain, whose sacrifice had no respect to Christ, and 

was not offered in faith. He offered the fruit of his 
ground, but he did not devote himself to God. Gen. iv. 
5. Heb. xi. 4. 

Saul. 1 Sam. xv. 15. 22, 23. 
The Jews, in the time of Isaiah, brought the sacri­

fices appointed by the law, the best, and in great num­
bers, and at the seasons ordained by God, and yet 
those sacrifices were an. abomination. (Isa. i. 11-15.) 
Murder a.nd idolatry, lit'we learn from Isa. lxvi. 3, 
were not more vile ·m God's sight than such offerings. 

but the pi·ayer of the upright is his delight. 

Prov. xi. 20; :x.v 
9. 26. 
Ps. !xvi. I 8. 
Eccles. v. I, 2. 
COmmunion 
Exhortation : 
'' Therefore if any 
of you be a blas­
phemer or be in . ; . 
envy," &c. 
John iv. 24. 

See on Prov. :ui. 3. 
27. 

The remarkable manner in which God 
the prayers of 

honoured Ps. li. 16, 17. 
John xiv. 13. 
Collect for I 0th 

Abraham's servant. Gen. xxiv. 16. 
Jacob. (Gen. xxxii. 28.) Importunity prevails with 

God. He who will not be satisfied without a blessing, 
shall be satisfied with it. Ps. xlii, 8. 

Simeon. Luke ii. 25-32. 
Anna. Luke ii. 37, 38. 
Elijah. James v. 17, 18. 
Daniel. (Dan. ix. 23; x. 12.) God beard the first 

day, though be sent not his angel. to tell Daniel of it 
till three weeks after.-Poole, 

Cornelius. Acts x. 4. 

Sunday after Tri­
nity. 

See on Prov. xv. 29. 

xv. 10. Correction is grie~ous unto Mm that fwsaketh tl16 way: 
Asa. 2 Chron. xvi. 10. Prov. xii. I; xix. 
The Jews in the time of our Lord. John vii. 7; viii. 20

• 
23. 40. 

and lte tliat liatetl. reproof shall die. 
Amaziab, king of Judah, who set at nought all God's 

counsel, and would have none of his reproof. 2 Kings 
xiv. II. 2 C11ron. xxv. 27. 

Catechism. 
Duty towards thy 
neighbour: 
"To submit my-
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The Jews, juse before the Babylonian captivity. 
2 Cl,ron. xxxvi. 15-17, 

'fheir last destruction by the Romans, Luke xix. 
42-44. 
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self to all my go­
vernors," &c. 
Prov. xxx. 17; vi. 
20-23. 

Ck. xv. 11. Hell and destruction are before the Lord, how much more 
then the hea-rts of the cliildren of men ? 

God's notice of the wickedness of the world before 
the flood, and not overlooking, amid this great multi­
tude, the single exception of Noah's sincere piety. 
Gen. vi. 5. 8, 9 ; vii. I. 

Aaron does not appear to have spoken, but allo"-ing 
in his heart the same feeling which his brother Moses 
unadvisedly spake, he was involved in the same punish­
ment. Numb. xx. 12. 24-28. 

God's notice of the false professions of the Israelites 
at Sinai. Deut. v. 28, 29. 

The Jews in the time of Ezekiel (Ezek. xiv. 1-5), 
and of Zephaniah. Zepli. i. 12. 

J ohanan, the captain of the forces, and othei"B, 
asking counsel of God, without intending to follow it. 
Jer. xiii. 2. 20. 

The prophecies respecting lots being cast for our 
Lord's vesture (Ps. xxii. 18), and that He ehaald be 
buried honourably (Isa. !iii. 9), show, that more thm 
seven hundred years before the Roman soldiers and 
Joseph of Arimathea were born, God knew their 
thoughts afar off. Ps. cx.xxix. 2. 

This attribute of God is frequently claimed by our 
Lord, and attributed to Him in Holy Scripture. (Rei,. 
ii. 23. Luke vii. 39, 40. John ii. 25; xxi. l7.) His 
words were spirit and they were life (John vi. 63); 
they pierced into the soul and conscience, and laid 
open the inmost recesses of the heart, a remarkable 
illustration of which is the effect produced on the 
accuse1·s of the woman taken in adultery. John viii. 
7-9. 

Jobxnl. 6. 
Ps. :x:liv. 20, 21 ; 
cxxxix. 8. 
Jer. xvii. 9, 10. 

" Our inward dis­
position is the life 
of our actions; ac­
cording to that doth 
the God of Spirits 
juqge us, while men 
censure according 
to our external mo­
tione."-Bp. Hall. 

Wbat we are afraid 
to do before men, we 
should be afraid 10 
think before God. 

See on Prov. v. 21. 

xv. 12. A seamer lo'De!h not one that repror,eth him: neither wiU he 90 
unto the wise. 

Ahab's hatred of Mica.iah, and reluctance to consult 
him, counting him his enemy because he told him 
the truth. 2 Chron, xviii. 7. Pro-o. xvii. 4. 

The Jews in the time of Amos, who would not brook 
any that dealt plainly and honestly with them, whether 
judge, prophet, or private person. (Amos v. 10.) 
Wise men mako their enemies their instructors ; fools 
become enemies to their teachers. 

The Pharisees' rejection of John's baptism (Luke 
vii. 30), being offended at his reproof . .Malt. iii. 7, 
Pror. xii. I. 
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Prov. xiii. I. 
John ill. 20, 21. 

See on Prov, ix. 8. 
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Ch. xv. 14. Tl,e lll'ai't of hilli that hath t111de1·standi11g seeketh knou:led_ge •: 

Solomon. l Kings iii. 5-10. P1-o-c. xix. 8. 
The queen of Sheba, whose coming from the utter• 

most parts of the earth, to heat· the wisdom of Solo­
mon, will condemn many living iu Clll'istian countries. 
l Kings x. llfau. xii. 42, 

Mary. Luke x._ 39. 
Nicodemus, John iii. 1, 2. 
The Ethiopian enuuch travelled many hundred 

miles to attend the public wo1-ship of God at Jeru­
s.~\ern ; and though there wa.s much that was myste­
rious to him iu the word of God, yet he persevered in 
the study of it. Acts viii. 28. 

Corneiius. Aets x. 33. 
The Berea.ns. Acts xvii. 11, 

but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness. 
The Jews, when refusing to hear the word of the 

Lord, how foolish was that 1·eligion which they chose 
in its stead ! Ps. cvi. 19, 20, Jer. ii. 11. 

'l'he Scribes and Pharisees fed on foolishness when, 
neglecting the word of God, they followed traditions 
which made that word of none effect. Matt. xv. l-9. 

The heathen world,.not liking to retain God in their 
knowledge, sin became theit- food; they had pleasure 
in unrighteousness (&in. i. 32), wo'rking all unclean­
ness with greediness. Eph. iv. 19. 

The Athenians,· gaping after and relishing novelty 
rather than truth (Acts xvil. 21 ), suffered Paul to 
depart without establishing a church among them, 
clinging to their foolish superstitions. 

The heathen philosophers, counting that which was 
the wisdom of God foolishness (l Cor. i. 18-24), pre­
ferred their vaiu speculations to the glorious Gospel 
of the blessed God. Acts xvil. 18. Col, ii. 8, Rmn. i. 22. 

Prov. xviii. 15. 

:My son, gather in• 
struction from thy 
youth up, so shalt 
thou find wiedom 
till thine old age. 
Ecclus. vi. 18, 

John xvi!. 3. 
2 Pet. iii. 18. 
Ps. cxix. 73, 144, 

See on Prov. i. 5. 

Prov. xv. 21, 
Eccles. xi. 9, 
Eph. v. 4. 
J Tim. i. 4; vi. 3-
5. 
Tit. iii. 0. 

Avoid frivolous 
amusements, un• 
profitable reacliog, 
th.e profane ,vit, 
vain superstitions, 
curious specula­
tions on subjects be­
yond the reach of 
the human mind; 
avoid seeking to be 
wise above what is 
written. 

xv. 16. Better is little witli tlie fear of tl,e Lord, than great treasure and 
trouble theremith. 

How much happier were the poor shepherds (Luke 
ii. 20) than Herod the Great (llfatt, ii. 3 ), whose sinful 
heart was troubled at the birth even of the Saviour ! 

Contrast Paul in prison (Pl,il. iv. 11. 13. 18. l Tim. 
vi. 6), with Ah&b in a palace, (I Kings xxi. 4.) God 
is a substitute fo1• every thing, but oothing is a substi-
1u te for God. 

Prov. xv. 6. 17; xvi. 
16. 
Eccles. iv. G; v. 10 
-13. 
I's. iv. 6-5. 
"Riches and po­
verty are more in 
the heart than in 
the hrmd ; he is 
wealthy that is con­
tented, he is poor 
that wanteth more." 
-Bp. Hall. 
See on P1·ov. xvi. 8. 

• A Persian philosopher, being asked by what method he liad acquired so much 
knowledge, answered, " By not being prevented by shame from asking questions 
vd1en I am ignorant." 
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C!t. xv. 10. 7'he way of the slot/,ful man is as an hedge uf thwn,
1 

The Isrnelites doomed to wander forty years in the Prov. xix. 24; xxii. 
wilderness. Through their slothful distrust of God, ~;~/rI~1:.0-31; 
they would not do their part to attain to Cannan. Whatever a slug­
Numb. xiv. gardhastodoseems 

The tribe of Dan, their slothfulness and cowardice ~~~ciftij;,~~~a~~~ 
in not obeying God's command to cast out the Amo- deed hi• delays tend 
rites (Le'll. xxvi. 7, 8), and the difficulties which, in to increase his per­
consequence, were thus brought upon them. Judges ~~~~it~t~ ~n~:;; 
i. 34. sufferings. Those 

The ten tribes of Israel yielding to the temptation who have no heart 
which Jeroboam craftily offered to their sloth, by sug- to their work pre­
gesting that it was too much for them to go up to !~~fr t!~~{_annot do 
Jerusalem (1 Kings xii. 28), as God had commanded "To wait for God"s 
them. (Deut. xii. 5. 2 Cl,ron. vii. 12.) Thus bringing performance,anddo 
upon them the anger of God, their way became a ~;:f i'ti;~(~!0 ;:;:,.,'i~ 
hedge of thorns. dence which will al-

The negligence of the Jews in not rebuilding the ways so work as not 
temple, brought drought and failure of crops. Hag. i, to allow us to re-
2-11. ~~;.i~J:/ftivity." 

Parable of the talents : the condemnation of the "Sloth in the con­
servant who hid his talent, strongly implies the guilt clusion proves Ja­
of sloth, and that our duty to God requires us to be, 1;:!~~~-" - Lora 
not only harmless, but profitable. Feigning to him- Heh. vi. l2. 
self difficulties which did not exist, he brought upon Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
himself real evils of awful magnitnde. Matt. xxv. 26. 

but th~ way of the righteous is made plain. 

Abraham's servant was a righteous man. (Gen, 
xxiv. 12. 26, 27. 52.) He was diligent (Gen. xxiv. 
33. 56), and his way was made plain by God. Ps. 
xxxvii. 23. 

Jacob, in delaying seven or eight yeal's after he had 
entered Canaan, to go to Bethel to perform the vow 
he had made in the day of his distress ( Gen. xxviii. 
20-22), was guilty of spiritual negligence, and by that 
negligence himself and his family (brought into con­
tact with the ungodly Shechemites) became involved 
in great difficulty and trouble, as appears from Gen. 
xxxiv.; but when he resolutely set himself, in obe­
dience to God's command (Gen. xxxv. 1), to do his 
duty, his way was made plain, his family immediately 
put awny their strange gods (Gen. xxxv. 4), and his 
enemies tl'cmbled before him. Gen. xxxv, 5. 

Joshua hnd to contend with great difficulties, but 
beiug n righteous man, he depended on God's promise 
of success (Josh. i. 3), by which he was stirred up to 
avail himself of every advantage which the use of 
means give; sending spies, disciplining his forces, cou­
triviug stratagems {Josh.ii. viii.); in the diligent use of 
these means, in deptndcnce upon God's blessing, and 
obedience to his command (Josh. x. 8, 9), the conquest 
of Canaan became easy. His rising ea1·Iy in the morn-
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Prov. xxvU. 23-
27. 
Ps. v. 8. 
Isa. XXX. 21. 
Matt. vi. 22. 
John vii. 17. 
What we hope to do 
with ease we must 
first learn to do 
with diligence. By 
doing we lenrn. 
A righteous man is 
diligent in his call­
ing from a regard to 
God, who requires 
it, and God blesses 
this diligence, to 
make his way easy 
and plea:::ant to him 1 

notwithstanding all 
his difficulties and 
discouragements. 
God helps I hose that 
help themselves. 
Use the means, and 
God w:ll give the 
blessing. Indus­
trious wisdom will 
often prevent what 
lazy folly thinks in­
evilable. 
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ing is often mentioned. Josl,, iii. l; vi. 12; Yii. 16; 
viii. 10. 

David, at God's command, bestirred himself, nnd in 
conseq.uence, smote the Philistines. (2 Sam. v. 24, 211.) 
Trust God and be doing, and let Him alone with the 
1"85t. 

Oh. xv. 23. .A =·d spoken in due sea.son, !,ow good ii it! 
Joseph to Pharaoh. Gen. xii. 3S-ll7. Prov. xxv. 11, 12. 
Manoah's wife. Juar,s xiii. 22, 23. Eph. iv. 29. 
Jonathan. l Sam,. xix. 4-7. Col. iv. 6. 

Naa.man's servants. 2 Kings v. 3. 13. 
Artaxerxes to Nehemiah. Neh. ii. 1-6. See on 

Pro1J. xii. 25. 
Paul to the Philippia.n jailor. Acts xvi. 28. 

xv. 24. The way of life ii abooo to the 1oise, that he may depart from lieli 
beneath. (Explained p. 43.) 

Noah walked with God (Gen. vi. 9), he was thus 
enabled not to follow the multitude to do evil, and 
escaped their destrnction. Heb. xi. 7. 2 Pet. ii. 5 

Joseph. Gen . . xxxix. 9. Prov. v. o; ix. 18. 
Moses, whose affections being placed on heavenly 

things, was preserved from the strongest temptations. 
Heb. xi. 24-27. 

Those minding earthly things, described by Paul 
(Phil. iii. 19); and Demas (2 Tim. iv. 10), present an 
awful contrast. He who seldom thinks of heaven is 
not likely to get thither, as the only way to hit the 
mark is to keep the eye fixed upon it.-Bp. Horne. 

John xiv. 6. 
Ps. cxxxix. 24. 
1 John v. 4. 
No worldly thing 
seems great to him 
who minds eter­
nity. 
Collect for 6th Sun­
day after the Epi0 

phany, and for the 
Ascension Day. 

xv. 27. He that ii greedy of gain, troubletl, hi! own 1,ouse: 
Lot's selfish choice of Sodom was followed by much Heb. xiii. 5. 

tro bi • h" ti mi! G -~- • l T" • 10 Prov. i. 19; xx. 21. u e ID IS I!-.. y. en. xm.; XIX. ill!. VI. • lea. v. 8. 

See on Pro'D. xxvm. 22. Jer. xvii II. 
Laban, mean, selfish, and avaricious. By his greedi- U~Just gain is not 

ness of gain he troubled his family ( Gen. xxxi. 15), and gam but loss. 
lost the services of his nephew and son-in-law, Jacob, 
who had proved a most valuable servant to him. Gen. 
xxxi. 39, 40. 

Achan's family was involved in his punishment. 
J08l1. vii. 24, 25; xxii. 20. 

Saul flying upon the spoil, and the ruin which fol­
lowed to himself and family. l Sam. xv. 19-26. 

Gehazi's leprosy clave to his seed. 2 Kings v. 27. 

but lie tl,at liatetl, gifts shall free. ( Explained p. 43.) 
Abraham's rejection of the king of Sodom's gift, lest 

he should dishonour God, to whose blessing alone he 
desired to attribute all his prOBperity. Gen. xiv. 22, 23. 
xxiv. I. 

Contrast the issue to Abraham and Lot, showing 

Prov._xxvlii. 16. 
Exod. xxill. 8. 
Collect for St. Mat­
lhew's Day. 
The duty of Impar­
tiality In judgment, 
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that the blessing of the Lord it maketh rich, .a.nd He 
11ddeth no sorrow with it. Pro'D. x. 22. 

Bala.a.m had evidently set his heart upon the bribe of 
the king of Moab; and his history affords an awful 
example of the evil of covetousness, in deceiving a 
man's own heart, and bringing destruction upon him. 
2 Pet. ii. Iii. Num. xxii.-xxiv. 

Samuel (1 Sam. xii. 3, 4) conti-asted with Hophni 
and Phineas, ravening for their fees of flesh. 1 Sam. 
ii. 15, 16. 

Peter's rejection of the bribe of Simon Magus. Acts 
viii.20. 

Paul is a noble instance of disinterestedness. Acts 
xx. 33, 34. 

Clt. xv. 29. The Lol'<l, is far fr<11n the 'IDicked: 

'rhe Israelites. After their grievous sin in worship­
ping the calf, the tabernacle "'115 pitched without the 
camp. Ezod. xxxiii. 7, See also 1 Sam. viii. 18. 

Saul. Could he that hated and persecuted Samuel 
and David, who were both prophets, expect to be 
answered by prophets ; or he that had slain the high 
priest, be answered by Urim; or he that bad sinned 
away the spirit of grace, be answered by dreams l 
No. Be not deceived, God is not mocked. 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 6.-Henry. 

The princes of the house of Israel. Mic. iii. 4. 
The foolish virgins. Matt. xxv. 11, 12. 

but he keamh the prayer of the righteous. 

Abraham's servant. Gen. xxiv. 15. 
Moses. Exod. xxxii. 11-14; xv:ii. ll. 
Joshua, at whose prayer the sun stood still. (Josh. 

x. 12-14.) "The good man's prayer is among the 
reasons by which the Omnipotent is moved in the ad­
ministration of the universe."-Ogden. 

Hannah uttered no words; but the Lord, who de­
spiseth not the sighing of a contrite heart, nor the 
desire of such as are sorrowful, bel\l'd her prayer. 
1 Sam. i. 13. )7. 

Samuel, the child of prayer, and eminently distin­
guished by a spirit of prayer. I Sam. vii. 9-13. 

Jabez, "an instructive example in the midst of 
abstruse genealogies, and illustrating how all Scripture 
is profitable to the careful student." 1 Citron. iv. 9, 10. 

Jehoshaphat. 2 Chron, xx. 3-28. 
Hezekiah. 2 Chron. xxx. 20-27, 
Ezra (Ezra ix. 5, &c.), observing the remarkable 

effects which followed his intercessory prayer, Ezra 
x. 1. 

Daniel and his three friends, Hananinh, llfishael, 
and Aza1·io.h. Dan. ii, 17-19. 
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uninfluenced by 
bribes, &c., is 
strongly enforced in 
the following Pro• 
verbs: xviil. 5; 
x.xiv. 23; xxviii. 21. 

Isa. !ix. 2. 
God never leaves 
any till they first 
leave Him. 

See on Prov. xv. S 
xxvili. 9. 

" Only the prayer of 
the righteous avail­
eth much, and only 
the believer is right• 
eous."-Bp. Hall. 
Heb. xi. G. 
11 Wemustapproach 
God with reverence 
(Ps. lxx..xix. 7), 
earnestness (Rom. 
xii. 12), faith (Heb. 
x. 21 ), purity of 
henrt (Matt. v. 8), 
through Christ 
(John xiv. 6. 13), 
praying in the Holy 
Ghost (Jude 20. 
Rom. viii. 26); and 
especial]y let us re• 
member to begin the 
day with prayer. It 
is the morning dew 
that enables the 
field to withstand 
the parching heat 
of summer. 
•• He that is much 
in prayer sba!l grow 
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z.~charias. L:ke i. 6. 13. 
Cornelius. Acts x. 4. 
The Church for Peter. Acts xii. 5-11. 

rich in grnce, and 
ha\'C n1ostofheaven 
upon earth."'-.·lbp. 

&i:r:~:;i,;r 12thSun• 
day after Trinity. 

Ch. xv. 32. He that refi,seth illstruction, de~pisetlt ltis oron soul: 
Dathan and Abiram's contempt of Moses' expostu- Prov. xiii. IS. 

lation, and its issue. Numb. xvi. 12-14. 31-33. Heh. xii. 25. 
The miserable end of the young mau who, givin"' Deut. xxi. 18• 20• 

himself up to sensual pfoasures, neglects the instruc':'. ~~':!~. t2i~' 27 
• 

tion of his teachers, Pro~. v. 11-13. 
Jeremiah was an excellent monitor (Jei-. xxvii. 17; 

xxx,iii. 14-23), but Zedekiah would uot be ruled by 
him (2 Chron. xxxvi. 12), and the heaviest calamities 
in consequence came upon him. Jei·. xxxix. 1-7. 

Nebuchadnezzar; the issue to him of his neglect of 
Daniel's instruction. Dan. iv. 27-33. 

Belshazzar, unhumbled by the judgments inflicted 
on his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, his iniquity be­
came his ruin. Dan. v. 22-30. 

The Jews in the time of our Lord. Matt. xxiii. 
34-38. 

The Gadarenes, in rejecting Christ, rejected their 
only Saviour. Luke viii. 37. John iii. 36. 

but lie tltat heareth reproof getteth understanding. 

Eliphaz. Job xlii. 7-9. 
The Samaritan woman. Jolin iv. 17, &c. 
The two disciples going to Emmaus. Luke xxiv. 

25-32. 
Paul. Acts ix. 6-22. 

'' Nothing but grace 
can teach us to 
make a right use of 
others' judgments." 
-Bp. Halt. 

Prov. vi. 23; \'iii. 
33-36; x. 17. 
Ps. xxxii. 8-11. 
Eccles. vii. 5, 6. 
Jer, x. 24. 

xv. 33. The feai· of tl,e Lord is tl,,e imlruction of wi.sdo111 : 
The grand instruction of Moses, who was inspired 

with heavenly wisdom, was to fear God. (Deut. iv. 6; 
xiii. 4.) So was it of Joshua (Josh. xxiv. 14), and of 
Samuel (l Sam. xii. 14-24); and the Israelites found, 
as those holy men told them, that only while they were 
obedient to such instructors, they were prosperous. 
(Pro~. xiv. 34 ; xvi. 6, By the fear of the Lo1·d men 
depart from evil.) 

Our Lord, who is emphatically the wisdom of God 
(l Cor. i. 24), enforces the fear of the Lord with awful 
solemnity. J,,[att. x. 28. 

By the fear of the Lord the Ephesians turned from 
the arts of magic (.Acts xix. 17-20. Epli. v. 8), aud 
were instructed in and led to wisdom. 

Solomon while he feared the Lord, was instructed 
in and led to true wisdom (l Kings iii. 3-12), but 
turning aside from the fear of the Lord, he sunk iuto 
the grossest folly. l Kings xi. 

Ps. cxi. 10 i xxxiv. 
II. 
Prov. ix. I O. 
Col. i. 9. 
A devout affection 
to God and fear lo 
offend him, will di­
rect us to the wisest 
counsels. 
" The fear of God 
and humility go to­
gether, where the 
one is the other is; 
and as the one le 
the way lo wisdom, 
the other is the way 
to giory."-Gill. 
Prov. iv. 5-9; 
xxiii. 17. 

Collect for 2nd Sun­
day after Trinity. 



to xvi. 2.J SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

an,l before lwnoztr is liumility. 

Joseph. Gen. xii. 16. 30, 40. Pr01J. xxii. 4. 
Gideon. Judges vi. 15. 
Hananiah feared God above many, and therefore 

beciime a fit object for promotion. Neh. vii, 2. 
Daniel. Dan. ii. 30-48. 
The centurion. lrlatt. viii. 8. 10. 
Saul contrasted with himself. 1 Sam. xv. 17; ix. 21. 
Ephraim, when he spake in a humble, diffident way 

of himself, when he feared the Lord, trembling at his 
word, he was in great power, authority, and dignity in 
Israel; but when he cast off the fear of the Lord by 
the worship of Baal, his power declined, and ruin 
overtook him. Hosea xiii. 1. 

John the Baptist. (See on Pro'D. xxix. 23.) Growth 
in grace manifests itself by humility. When the full 
corn is in the ear it bends down because it is full. 
Cecil. 

Luke xiv. II. 
Phil.ii. 5-11. 
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I Pet. v. 5-7. 
Begin with modesty 
if you would end 
with honour. 
11 The more humble 
the filler to come to 
God, and He the 
more willing to 
come into the soul 
and dwell in it. The 
highest heavens are 
the habitation of 
God's glory, and the 
humble heart hath 
the next honour to 
be the habitation of 
his grace."-.Abp. 
Leighton. 

See on Prov. x,· iii. 
12. 

Ch. xvi. 1. Tlw preparations of the luart in man, and the an:nrer of the 
tongue, i.sfroin the Lord. (Explained p. 44.) 

Jeremiah's acknowledgment of this. Jer. x. 23. 
Balaam's earnest desire to curse Israel overruled 

by God. (Numb. xxiii. 11, 12; xxiv. 10-13. Josll. 
xxiv. 9, 10. Neh. xiii. 2. PrD'D. xix. 21.) Man pro­
poses, God disposes. 

The traitor Ahithophel could give advice best suited 
to accomplish his object, but he had no control over 
events. 2 Sam. xvii. 1-14. 

The Apostles. Lulce xxi. 15. 

Exod. iv. 11, 12. 
Phil. ii. 13. 
Ps. Ii. 15. 
Collect for 9th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

Caiaphas' tongue was overruled to speak what was See on Prov. xx. 
above and beyond his own thoughts. John xi. 49-52. 24; xxi. I. 30. 

xvi. 2. All the u-ays of a man are clean in ltis oicn eyes, but the Lord 
weigl,eth the spirits. 

Hazael. 2 Kings Yiii. 13. 
Jehu. 2 Kings x. 16. 31. 
The Pharisee in the parable. Luke xviii. 11-14. 
Pete1· rebuking our Lord: As his intention was good 

and love sincere, he no doubt thought he was actiug 
the part of a true friend in what he said; but om• 
Lord, who weighed his spirit, charged him with the 
guilt of being a tempter to him. llfatt. xvi. 22, 23. 

Pilate confessed he had power to release and to 
crucify our Lord (John xix. 10), and yet declared, "I 
am innocent of the blood of this just person" (lllatt. 
xxvii. 24), when delivering Him to be crucified, he ima­
gined that by washing his hands, the proof of his in­
nocence was confirmed, and thus showed, as Bp. Hall 
remarks, " that any thing will charm the conscience 
when it lulls to sleep." 

Paul before his conversion : his own view of his 
F 5 

Prov. xvi. 25. 
'

1 Man will not be­
lieve that he is what 
he is, till suitable 
temptation disco­
vers him to him­
self."-Fosler. 
11 ,vc never do evil 
so thoroughly and 
cordially as when 
we nre letl to it by a 
false principle of 
conscience." -Pas­
cal. 
How important 
therefore to get nu 
enlightened, that 
we may hnve a good 
conscience. 
Litany: 
11 From all the de­
ceits of the world, 
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character was very different from the Lord's view of 
him (Acu xxvi. 9; ix. 4); and from his view of him­
self when enlightened by the Holy Spil'it. l 7 i111. i. 
13. R-0m. vii. 9, 

[Ch. xvi, 3, 

the .flesh," &c. 
Jer. xvi!. 9, 10. 
Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24. 
See on Prov. xxi. 2 i 
xxx. 12. 

Ck. xvi. 3. Commit tky tCOt·ks unto the Lord, and thy thougl1ts sl1all be 
cst,ablisl,ed. 

Jacob drawing nigh to God, God drew nigh to him. 
Gen. xxxii. 24-30; xlvi. l-4. 

Ruth, from love to God and his people (Ruth i. 16), 
had left father and mother and the land of her na­
tivity ; and when she first came among strangers her 
situation seemed very destitute, but she committed 
herself to God (Ruth ii. 12), and her dependence on 
his providence wa.s abundantly blessed. 

David. l Sam. xvii. 45; x..u:. 8-19. 2 Sam. v. 
19-25. 

Ezra, though a journey was before him of several 
hundred miles through a desert infested with robbers, 
and though carrying large treasures, determined to 
travel without any gua.rd except that of the Almighty, 
and arrived safe at Jerusalem. Ezra viii. 21-23. 31, 
32. 

Esther and Mordecai. Esth.iv.14-17; viii. 15-17. 
Daniel chose rather to run the ha.za1:d of his life 

than lose his prayer. Dan. vi. 10. Ps. xxxvii. 4--6. 

Ps. XXX vii. 4, 5. 
Phil. iv,. 6, 7. 

" Prayer is the rest 
of our care and the 
calm of our tem­
pest."-J. Taylor. 
He that makes 
prayer a. duty and a 
habit in the time of 
prosperity, will find 
it a support, a con~ 
solation, and a joy 
In the time of need. 
Dan. vi. 10. 
,. Give me the eye 
which can see God 
in all, and the hand 
which can serve 
him with all, and 
the heart which can 
bless him for all." 
-Abp. Secker. 
See on Prov. iii. 5, 
6. 

xvi. 4. T1ie Lord Tiath made all things for himself: yea, er:en tlw wicked 
for the day of eml. (Explained p. 44.) 

The stormy wind fulfilling his word. Ps. cxlviii. 8. Job xxi. 29, 30. 

Jonah i. 4-17. ir.~~:V/io. 
The ram caught in a thicket. (Gen. xxii. 13.) He 

that made that beast brings him thither, fastens him 
there. Even in small things there is a great Pro­
vidence. Bp. Hall. 

" It is one of the 
greatest praises of 
God's wisdom, that 
He can turn the· 
evil of men to his 
own glory." - Bp. 
Hall. 

Pharaoh wilfully resisted God, but God glorified 
his long-suffering in so long delaying to punish (Exod. 
viii. 13. 31; ix. 33; x. 19); and his power and justice 
in destroying Pharaoh when the measure of his 1 Cor. x. 31. 
iniquity was filled up. Ezod. xiv. 27, 28. Iwm. ix. l7. Rev. iv. 11. 

Sennacherib was raised up to punish the hypocritical 
jews, but he could do no more than God permitted, 
and was himself punished for the pride and ambition 
which led him thus to act (Isa. x. 5-15), his own 
wicked sons, Adrammelech and Sharezer, murderiug 
him. 2 Kings xix. 37, 

He who I, the be• 
ginning of all things 
is also their end. 
Rom. xi. 36. 

" The power of 
Christ will be mani-­
fested in all, either 
in the destruction 
of sin or of the sin­
ner. "-Bp. Horne, 

The J ewe killed the Prince of Life, and desired 
Barabbas, a murderer, to be granted to them. But 
God overruled even so great a sin, to accomplish the 
salvation of the world (Acts iii. 14, 15; ii. 23. Col. ii. 
14, 15); punishing them, nevertheless, for theil· iui- Ps. cxl,c. 73. 
quity. 
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Cl,. xvi. 0. Better ia a little wit/, righteousne.,, tkan great rMenues uith­
out rigl,t. 

How much better to have been the widow of Za­
repha.th (l King, xvii. 13, &c.), tha.n Jezebel, though 
a queen (2 Kings ix. 32-37), or than Ahab, the op­
pressor of Na.both, who. took hie vineya.rd without 
right. He twice overcame a multitude of the Syrian 
host, slaying 100,000 footmen in one da.y (1 Kings xx. 
21. 29) ; but being himself overcome by covetousness 
(1 Kings xxi. 4-6), he became his own tormentor, 
and was brought by it under the curse of God. 1 Kings 
xxi. 19. Pr01J. xxi. 7. We see how much a man has, 
and therefore we envy him. Did we see how little he 
enjoys, we should rather pity him. 

Prov. xv. 16, 17; 
xvii. I ; xix. 23. 
Ps. xx:x.vii. 16, I 7; 
lxx:x.iv. JO. 
I Tim. vi. 6-11. 
Trost Providence 
for the supply of 
your wants in the 
ways of duty and 
righteousness. 
u The fewer desires 
the more peace. 
The only sure way 
to peace is to give 
the heart entirely 
np to God."-Bp. 
WU.on. 

xvi. 9. A man's heart deinseth his way, but tlw Lord directetl, his steps. 
Joeeph's brethren. Gen. xxxvii. 18-28; xiv. 5. Ps. xxxvii. 23. 
Pharaoh's daughter. Exod. ii. 5, &c. " Every creature 
Saul in search of his father's stray asses, finds a walks blindfold, 

kingdom. (1 Sam. ix. 3. 15, 16.) Again, he and his only He that dwells 
men had encompa.ssed David about, and were ready to !~~rt~~~.~~it~;'. 
take him, when a message wa.s brought him of the in- Hall. 
va.sion of his land by the Philistines. 1 Sam. xxiii. 
26- 28. Collect for 8th Sun-

Jesse's anxiety about the welfa.re of his three eldest day after Trinity. 
sons prompted him to send the youngest to inquire 
after them (I Sam. xvii. 17, 18); but in the issue it 
remarkably appea.re that this stripling's steps were 
directed by the Lord, to accomplish a work of which, 
at the time, neither he nor his father ever thought. 
1 Sam. xvii. 23-53. 

The Syrians, while they thought of nothing but their 
booty, bring happiness to the house of Na.a.man. The 
captivity of a poor Hebrew girl is a means to make 
the greatest lord of Syria a subject to God. 2 Kings 
v. Bp. Hall. 

Znccheus, whose curiosity was overruled· to his sal-
vation. Luke xix. 4, 5. 9. 

The woman of Samaria. John iv. 7, &c. 
Herod, Pontius Pilate, &c. Acts iv. 27, 28. 
Saul of Tarsus on his way to Damascus. Acts ix. 

1, &c. 
The steps of Onesimus, a runaway slave, directed to 

Rome, where Paul, then a prisoner, was the instru- See on Prov. xx. 
meut of his conve1-sion. Philcmon. 24. 

xvi. 18. P1·ide goet/1 before destructwn, and an l,aughty spi1"it before a fall. 
Asahel, proud of hie swiftness of feet (2 Sam. ii. Prov. xv. 25; xvi. 

18-23), but whose end shows, that what is most ou1· 5• 19-
pi·ide is most our peril. 

Benhadad. l Kings xx. 3. ll. 32. 
F 6 
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Babylon (Isa. xlvii. 10, 11) and her king. Isa. xiv. 
12-15. 

Azariah nnd others, urged by their pride to disre­
gard God's word, declared to them by Jeremiah. Jer. 
xliii. 2-11. • 

Pharaoh Hophra •. E::ek. xxix. 3-5. 
Ncbuchadnez7..al". Dan. iv. 30, 31. Ps. xlix. 11, 12. 
The Edomites. Obad. 3, 4. 

. Herod ~grippa, allowing that glory to be given to 
htmself winch belonged only to God, Acts xii. 21-23. 

Isa. II. 11, 12. 
Luke i. 51. 
Rom. xL 20. 
Be not high-
minded, lJut fear. 
Pride wns not made 
for men. Why is 
earth and ashes 
proud! 
Ecclus. x. 18; 9 . 

See on Prov. xi. 2. 

Ch. xvi. 20. lle that ltan.dleth a matter wu:ely shall find good: and 
tthoso tn,steth in tlte Lord, lurppy is lie. 

Abraham's servant used great discretion, but chiefly 
showed his wisdom in trusting in the Lord for his 
success. Gen. xxiv. 12. 

Jacob's wise arrangements for meeting his enraged 
brother, and the result. Gen. xxxii. ; xxxiii. 1-4. 

Hezekiah was distinguished for his trust in God 
(2 Kings xvili. 5); and in the reformation of the 
Church he showed great wisdom, and obtained great 
success. 2 Chron. xxix. 1-36. 

Jotham, king of Judah. 2 Clwon. xxvii. 1-6. 
Daniel aud his three friends. Dan. i. 17-20. 
The result of the first general council, and theh· wis­

dom in sending with Paul and Barnabas, who had been 
engaged in the contest about circumcision, &c., Judas 
and Silas, chief men among the brethren, who had not 
been involved in it, and who would therefore by their 
presence remove all suspicion of the authenticity and 
strict correctness of the sentence of which Paul and 
Barnabas were the bearers. Acts xv. 22-32. 

The Apostles' treatment of the murmuring of the 
Grecians. The murmuring had arisen from the Gre­
cians against the Hebrews. To silence all complaint, 
the deacons were chosen from the party aggrieved, 
which appears from the fact that their names are all 
of Greek origin. Acts vi. 1-7, 

Prov. xiii. 15; xix. 
o. 
Isa. xxvi. 3, 4. 
Jer. xvii. 7, 8. 
James i. 5. 

11 Prudence gains 
men respect and 
success, but piety 
only will secure 
men's true happi­
ness.11-Henry. 

" Discretion in 
speech is more than 
eloquence. -Lord 
Bacon. 

Wisdom lo the 
mind is like health 
to the body. 

"This is the way 
to walk contented­
ly and cheerfully 
homewards, leaning 
and resting all the 
way on Him who is 
our guide and our 
strength!' - Abp. 
Leighton, 

xvi. 22. Understanding is a wellspring of life unto liim tltat 1,atl, it : 
Abigail is described (l Sam. xxv. 3) as a woman of Prov. xiii. 14; xiv. 

good understanding, and by her wisdom and p1·udence 27
• 

she was the means of saving her husband's life. See A ChriSHan should aim to make every 
on Prnr. xii. 18, place the better for 

Sergi us Paulus was a prudent man, ·,. e. a man of him. 
good sense and understanding; ancJ.in his search after The following texts 
truth he was blessed by God to attain it. Acts xiii. 7. suggest how to at-

fill d . I I k I d tain understanding, Paul and Barnabas "being e wit 1 tie ·now e go and the blessing at-
of God's will in all wisdom and spiritual understand- tending it: 

• Herodotus informs us, that Pharaoh Hophra boasted, that no God could deprive 
him of his kingdom; but his own pe~ple, under Amasis, fell upon him, and strangled 
him, destroying all that adhered to him.-Scott. 
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ing," were enabled to confirm others in the faith. Acts 
xiv. 22, 

Paul at Corinth. Acts xviii. 8. 
Apollos, by his knowledge of Scripture, confirmed 

and led others in the way of eternal life, Acts xviii. 27, 

but the instru~tion of fools is folly. 
The religion of heathenism is a system of folly. Isa. 

xliv. 9. Je,·. x. 1-8. 
So were the instructions of the heathen philoso­

phers, who Jost themselves in the most irrational con­
ceptions aud false reasonings, and authorized the most 
degrading religious rites and practices, both by pre­
cept and example. Rom. i. 21-25. 1 Cor. i. 19, 20. 

The Epicureans' manual or creed, "Let us eat and 
drink," &c., alluded to 1 Cor. xv. 32, and which has 
been the favourite maxim of the sensual and profane 
in all ages. 

The Jewish teachers in the time of our Lord. Matt. 
xv. 14; xxiii. 16-26. 

Demetrius' instruction to his fellow-workmen at 
Ephesus (Acts xix. 25-27), contrasted with Paul's 
Epistle to the Ephesians, and the results of his labours 
amoug them, Eph. ii. 
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Ps. xix 7. 
John v 24; vi. 63. 
68. 
Mark iv. 24. 
Jsa. viii. 20. 
1 Thess. v. 21. 

Prov. xix. 27. 

" By the daily read­
ing of the Holy 
Scriptures let each 
one pour oil into his 
faculties, and pre­
pare the lamp of his 
mind, so that ac• 
cording to the pre­
cept of the Gospel, 
it may give light to 
all that are in the 
house." - Theophi­
lus of Alezandria. 

Cl,. xvi. 23. Th lwu-t of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth leam­
ing to his lips. 

Abraham's servant, being a very pious man, nnd 
having his master's interest mucb at heart, seems 
under this influence to have spoken and acted with 
great proprietv. Gen. xxiv. 34-39. 

Jacob's ans;_.er to Pharaoh was respectful, wise,and 
pious. He so replied to a common and simple ques­
tion, as to suggest that view of human life which, if 
Pharaoh properly 1·eflected on it, would lead him to 
set light by the earthly glory with which he was 
loaded, and, as a stranger and pilgrim on earth, seek 
a crowu which fadeth not away. See Fuller, Gen. 
xlvii. 9. Col. iv. 6. 

'£he heart of Peter, purified by the Holy Spirit from 
prejudice, enabled him to instruct those labouring 
under similar prejudices. Acts xi. 4-18; xv. 7-12. 

Paul; tho wise adaptation of his instructions to his 
different hcare1·s. With the J cws, referring to the 
prophecies, &c., of their own Scriptures (Aots xiii. 
17-41); to the Lycaonians he urged, as n11 introduc­
tion to the Gospel, the unity of tho Deity, and ap­
pealed to the bounties of Providence as witnesses of his 
presence and goodness (Acts xiv. I 7) ; to the men of 
Athens, ho quoted their own poets (Acts xvii. 28), 
and particularly met the errors of the Epicureans 
and Stoics, who formed part of his audience. (Acts 
xvii.) Notice also his address to Felix (Acts xxiv. 

Prov. xv. 2S. 
Matt. vii. 17 i xii. 
33-35. 
Col. ill. 16. 
Deut. vi. 6, 7. 
Ps. xix. 14; C:l:i.x. 
27. 

A wise man takes 
due care both what, 
and when, and to 
whom, and in what 
manner, he speaks. 
\Vise counsel may 
be foolishly given. 

A wise man's henrt 
cliscerneth both 
time and judgment. 
Eccles. viii. 5. 
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25), who was a heathen notorious for his oppre88ion 
and profligacy ; a.nd to Agrippa (Acts xxvi. 22-27), 
who was a Jew; and his Epistle to Philemon. (Pliilem. 
8-18.) His experience of the grace of God in his 
own heart, eminently qualified him to commend that 
grace to others. 1 Tim. i. 12-16. 

Ch. xvi. 24. Pkasarit IDOl'lh are as an honey-comb, stceet to tl,e soul, and 
l,ealtli to Ow bones. • 

David and Jonathan. 1 Sam. xx. 2 Sam. i. 26. 
Philip to the Ethiopian nobleman. Acts viii. 35-39. 
Paul to Lydia a.nd to the Philippian jailor. Acts xvi. 

14. 31-34. 
Our Lord's dismissal of the penitent woma.n, Luke 

,ii. 48-50. 

Prov. x. 32; xv. 26. 
Ps. xix. 7-11. 
Matt. xi. 28-30. 
Ps. cxix. 103, 
Eph. iv. 29--,'!2. 

When our Lord fin!t appeared to his disciples after See p. 45 on Prov. 
his resurrection. John, xx. 19, 20. xvi. 21. 

xvt 28. A froward ,nan sowet,h strife, and a whi.sperei· separatet1i chief 
friends. 

The princes of Ammon sowed strife between David 
and Hanun, by insinuating that David was influenced 
by base motives in the embassy he sent. 2 Sam. x. 3. 

Ziba insinuated to David that Mephibosheth de­
signed to usurp the government. 2 Sam. xvi. 3. 

The Chaldeans, jealous of Shadrach and his bre­
thren, reported to their patron Nebuchadnezzar their 
not worshipping his golden image. Dan. iii. 8-13. 

Herodias sowed strife between Herod and John the 
Baptist. Mark vi. 19, 20; 

The Galatians had shown great love to Paul ( Gal,. 
iv. 15), bnt in his absence some Judaizing teachers 
undermined Paul's authority, and alienated from him 
the affections of the Galatians. Gal. iii. 1 ; iv. 16. 

"There is nothing 
so well meant, but 
it may be ill inter­
preted." - Bp. Pa­
trick. 
Prov. iv. 24-; vi, 14; 
xv. 18; xvii. 9; 
xxvi. 21; xxix. 22. 

In the catalogue of 
grievous sins (Rom. 
i. 29) whisperers a.re 
included. 

xvi. 31. The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the u:ay of 
rigliteousneu. 

Aged Jacob was distinguished as a prince with God Prov. xx. 20. 
( Gen. xxxii. 28) ; and tbe prayers and blessing of one f';~t~v~}2

• 
who lives near to God are highly to be valued, however 
enfeebled by age or inferior his station in life may 
be. (James v. 16.) Though a foreigner a.nd a shepherd 
(Gen. xlvi. 34), he was honou~ed by God to pronoun7; 
a blessing even on Pharaoh, kmg of Egypt. (Gen. xlvn. 
JO.) The anxiety of Joseph, though lord of Egypt, for 
his father's blessing on his children ( Gen. xlviii. l, &c. 
Heb. xi. 21), and the great respect Joseph paid 
Jacob, is a further illustration of this prove1·b. Gen. 
xh·i. 29 ; I. 4-13. 

Joseph, who, from a youth, had served God, lived 
to he one hundred and ten years, and witl) his dying 
breath testified how entirely his heart and treasure 

Disrespect to !lie 
aged is a mark of 
great degeneracy. 
Isa. iii, 5. 

Even heathen na­
tions strongly en• 
forced reverence to 
the aged. 

1
' If a young person 

meet his senior, he 
instantly turns 
aside to make way 
for him; and if an 
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wel'e in God's promises. (Gen. I. 26. Heb. xi. 22.) This, 
his perseverance in well-doing, thongh for eighty years 
surrounded with every temptation to worldliness and 
idolatry, sheds a lustre on his charactel'. 

Samuel. l Sam. xii. 2-4 ; xxv. I. 
The great age of Barzilla.i leads us the more to ad­

mire his zeal for the king. (2 Sam. xix. 31, 32.) Also 
in his retirement from those scenes which had become 
unsuitable to his years, he is a pattern to the aged, 
whose nearness to eternity should make them espe­
cia.Jly anxious to prepare for it. 2 Sam. xix. 33-37. 

Elisha, when dying at a very advanced age, probably 
more than ninety years old, was visited by Joash, king 
of Israel (2 Kings xiii. 14), who showed a high respect, 
not only for his person, but his principles, though 
doubtless Elisha ha.d often been his reprover. Pr01J. 
xxviii. 23. 

Jehoiada, who lived to the age of one hundred and 
thirty years. 2 Chron. xxiv. J 6. 

Elihu had a deep sense of the respect due to age 
(Job xxxil. 6, 7), and is a pattern in this respect to the 
young. 

Zacharias and Elisabeth, whose old age was so pecu­
liarly honoured by God, and whose consistent piety 
through a long life was so distinguished. Luke i. 

Simeon and Anna.. Luke ii, 25-37, 
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aged person enter 
an apartment, the 
youth always rise 
from their seats.''­
Herodotu1,' account 
of IM E9yplian1. 

1
• The Lacedemo­

nians enacted that 
the same reverence 
should be paid to 
aged persons as to 
fathers."-Bp. Pa• 
trick. 

Among the aqcient 
Romans greater ho­
nour was paid to age 
than to family or 
wealth (Aul. Gell. 
Noct. Altic. I. 2, c. 
15), and it was con­
sidered a crime 
worthy of death not 
lo rise up in the 
presence of an aged 
person. Juv. Sat. 
xiii. 

See 011 Prov. xtiii. 
22. 

xvi. 32. He that is slota to anger is better than the mighty; and he tJiat 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. 

Moses' meekness (Numb. xii. 3); which is the mol'e 
to be admired from his extraordinary energy of charac­
ter and his high station, for the more power any man 
has, the harder it is for him to command his passions. 
Exod. xiv. 13; xxxii. 20. 

How much more truly noble the calm self-possession. 
of the three captiYe Jews than. Nebuchadnezzl\l', the 
conqueror of Jerusalem, and of so man.y other cities 
and kingdoms ! Dan. iii. 16-20. 

Ps. ciii. 8, com­
pared with 
Eph. v. J. 
Rom. xii. 21. 
James i. 19, 20. 
That is the noblest 
victory which we 
obtain over our­
selves. 
See on Ptov. xiv. 
29; xll. 11; x.xv. 
28. 

xvi. 33. The lot is cast into rhe lap; but tlte wl,ole disposi119 thereof is of 
the Lord. 

Haman, though so intent on the destruction of the 
Jews, cast lots, by his magicians, to determine what 
month would be most favourable, according to their 
divinations, to accomplish it. The singular providence 
of God appears in the lot determining a day full eleven 
months after the time the lots were cast, so as to give 
the Jews sufficient space to prevent the intended mis­
chief. Esth. iii. 7. 

Jonah. Jonah i. 7. Numb. xxxii. 23. 
'fhe soldiers cast lots for our Lord's vesture (11/att. 

xxvii. 35 ), thus unconsciously fulfilling a prophecy 
utlcl'cd 1000 years before. Ps. xxii. 16-18. 

l\lall. x. 29. 

Collect for 6th Sun­
day after Trinity. 
Referring to God's 
providence order­
ing oil thir.gs. 

11 How swc-etly doth 
God dispose of all 
second causes, l hat 
while they do their 
own will they do 
his."-Bp. Ila/I. 
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x,•ii. 3. T/,e fining-pot is for sil1'C1·, and the fitr11ace for gold: but the 
Lo1·d trieth the l1ca11$, (Explained p. 46.) 

The other Apostles had no idea of the wickedness Mai. Iii •. 3. 

of t)1e, h<'a.1:t cf Judas, e:tch susp~cting himselr; b~t t:~-x~:t2~•c~~xix. 
Christ s knowledge of !us heart ts one proof of !us 23 24. 
divinity. Joiin xiii. 28, 29. J[alt. xxvi. 21-25. ' 

God tried Abrahnm. (Gen. xxii. 1.) Gold is tried ~j~~=!~i~e~t.:}1~! 
in the fire, and acceptable meu iu tho furunce of ad- loyalty of the heart; 
versity. E«lu.s. ii. 5. in Paradise the tree, 

The Israelites were tried by want. De11t. viii. 2. in Israel a Canaan-
Hezekiab, by prosperity. 2 Ch.-on. xxxii. 31. !l~~.\~~:cil~mpta-
Our Lord tried Martha and Mary by delaying to 

come to them. John xi. 5, 6. Diviue relief comes uot 
always when it is most desired, 'but when it is most 
fit; and wheu that is, He that hath at once all pre­
sent, past, and future things in his possession, is fittest 
to determine. Boyle. 

The rich young man. l,[att. xix. 16-22. 
The woman of Canaan's faith was remarkably illus-

trated by her severe trial. Matt. xv. 23-28. 

My son, if thou 
come to serve the 
Lord, prepare thy 
soul for temptation. 
Ecclus. il, I. I Pet. 
i. 7, 

Cl,. xvii. 4. A wicked doer git'eth heed to false lips, and a liai· gi-oetl, ear 
to a naughty tongue. 

Ahab. ( I Kings xxii. 6.) Those shew they are bad A man is known by 
themselves, who court the acquaintance and need the h.is company. 
assistance of those that are bad. 

The Jews, the ready attention they paid to those false 
prophets who flattered them in theil'iniquity.Isa. xxx, 
9-1 l; Je1·. v. 30, 31; Micah ii. ll. 

Those refeITed to by Paul (2 Tim. iv. 3), and by See on Prov. xv. 
John. l Jolin iv. 5. 12; xxviii. 4. 

xvii. 5. Wlioso mocketl, the poor reproacl,etl, l,is Maker: 

The princes of Judah. Isa. iii. 14, 15; x. I, 2. 
The rich addressed by James. James v. 4. 
The tender provisions of the Mosaic law shew God's 

care for the poor, &c. Deut. xv. 7-ll; xxiv. 10-15. 
Job, a fine example of kind consideration of the poor. 

Job xxx. 25; xxix. 11-13; xxxi. 13-15, 

and lie that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished. 
The Tyrians. The awful judgmcnts threatened 

against them, because though they did not coutribute 
to the calamity of Jerusalem, yet rejoiced in it, in the 
hope thnt thereby their commerce would be extended, 
E=,k. XX'"i. 2-6. 

'!'he Edomites rejoiced over the child1·en of Judah. 
Obul. 10-15. 

The contrast presented by the prophets, Jeremiah 
(Jer. xvii. 16; ix. !), Isaiah (Isa. xvi. 9-11), and 
lllicah (]lie. i. 8); thei1· grief at the calamities they 
for~told. 

Prov. xiv. 21. 31; 
xxii. 22, 23. 
Ps. lxviii. 5. 
James ii. 5, 6. 
Matt. viii. 20. 
2 Cor. viii. 9. 
Rom, xii.15. 

He that derides a 
work, derides tho 
workman i and tho 
poor are expressly 
tleclared,Job xxxiv. 
19, lo be the work 
of God's hands. 
This plnces the 
guilt of contempt 
of 11.e poor in a very 
awful light. 
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Cl,. xvii. 13. Wl10Bo rewardetl, e'Oil for good, eml Bhall not depart from 
1,is Ttouse. 

Adam and Eve in Paradise (Gen. i. 26--28. 31; ii. 
16; iii. 6); and the fead'ul consequences to their pos­
terity. Rom. v. 18. 

Saul's persevering malice against David (1 Sam. 
xxvi.), who, by his own confession, ~ad re:warded him 
good (l Sam. xxiv. 17); and the evil which followed 
to his own family. 1 Sam. xxxi. 2; 2 Sam. xxi. 5, 6. 

Judas. Ps. xli. 9; cix. 9-13; Jolin xiii. 10; Acts i. 
20. 

The Jews, in crucifying their Messiah, God's un­
speakable gift (Luke iv. 18, 19); and the curse which 
Pven yet rests upon them. Matt. xxvii. 25 .. 

I Thess. v. 15. 
Rom. xii. 17-21. 
I Pet.iii.9. 
1 Pet. L 6, 7. 
That the punish­
ment of ingratitude 
descend9 to a man's 
posterity is a very 
solemn warning a­
gainst this hateful 
sin. 

xvi i. 14. The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: 
Forty-two thousand of the Ephraimites destroyed by Prov. xxvi. 17. 21: 

Jephthah (Juclg. xii. l-6), and thus involving them ~::~. ~;;: 5~~~- 33
• 

in such trouble as, like a deluge of waters, lay all de­
solate; shewing that when men begin a quarrel, they 
little know where it will end. 

Abne1·'s challenge to Joab was productive of great 
evils, and most to !Jim who had provoked the conflict. 
2 Sam. ii. 14-17. 

Rehoboam's irrecoverable loss at Shechem, where all 
Iarael had come to make him king. 2 Chron. x. 1-16. 

Jeroboam's defeat, in which he lost five hundred 
thousand men. 2 Chron. xiii. I 7, 

'fhe Apostles. How very soon was the indignation 
of the ten roused against the other two (.JJfatt. xx. 24); 
so great a matter does a little fire kindle. 

Paul and Barnabas, men filled with the Holy Ghost, 
yet their contention produced a painful separation, 
Acts xv. 3!l. 

The great care to prevent family quarrels, from the 
gre11t difficulty in making them up, is implied Prov. 
xviii. l!l, nnd may be illustrated by Esau's long-con­
tinued hatred of Jacob (Gen, xxxii. 6), which was 
perpetuated in bis posterity from generation to genera­
tion. 

tlterefore lea re off contention before it be meddled 1oitli. 
Abraham's anxiety thnt the contention between bis 

herdsmen and those of Lot should not extend to them­
selves, and that it should immediately be stopped (Gen. 
xiii. 8, 9): a fine example of meekness and of wi8dom. 

Thus did the Israelites in the wilderness, when the 
Edornites threatened them. Numb. xx. 14-21. 

The prompt attention of the twelve Apostles to the 
murmuring of the Grecians against tbe Hebrews, 
Act$ vi. 1-4. 

Three Lhings well 
considered would 
prevent many quar­
rels; 1st, to have 
it well ascertained 
whether we are not 
disputing about 
terms rather than 
things; 2nd, to ex• 
amine whether that 
on which we differ 
is worth contending 
about; 3rd, whether 
we are sufficiently 
informed on the 
subject to come to a 
right decision upon 
it. 

Matt. v. 3~. 
Rom. xii. IS. 
Forbearance is a 
domestic JeweJ. 
The two great 
points we are re• 
quired to pursue in 
this sinful and di­
vided ,-.·orl<l are 
peace and holiness. 
Ileb. xii. 14. James 
iii. 17, 18. 
See on Prov. xiii. 
10; xiv. 29; xv. 1. 
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Ck. xvii. 15. He that jlutifieth the wicked, a11d l,e tliat co11de111neth tlte 

just, eren they both are abominatwn to the Lol'd, 
The counsellors hired to slander the Jews, and to Prov. xl<iv. 23, 2¼. 

justify the Samaritans in their opposition to them, Exod. xxiii. 7. 
Ezm iv. 1-16. Isa. v. 20. 23. 

Tertullus justified the wicked J ewe in their per­
secution of Paul, and sought his condemnation and 
destruction by unfounded charges against him, and by 
flattering Felix, who wa.s a. very bad man. Acts xxiv. 
1-9. 

~l!ab and J eze~el's co~demnation of N aboth ( I Kings 
xx1. ;,-24), for hIS obedience to the law of God, which 
forbad him to sell his viney&rd. ~. xx.v. 23. Nurnb. 
xxxvi. 7. Ezek. xlvi. JS. 

xvii. 16. 'WMrefor.!! is there a price in the liand of a fool to get wisdom, 
ae.eing l.e kal,h no heart to it ? 

The remnant of the ten tribes were invited by Heze­
kiah to the passover, but they had no disposition to 
improve such an opportunity placed within their reach. 
2 Chron. xxx. 10. 

The Gergesenes • (Matt. viii. 34) contrasted with 
the Sa.marits.ns. John iv. 40. 

Chorazin, Bethsa.ida., and Capernaum. Matt. xi. 21. 
The rich yoUDg man. Mark x. 22; viii. 36, 37, 

Pf'<YD. xvi. 16. 
The men of Nazareth, where our Lord was brought 

up. Lvke iv. 28. 
Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great. Luke xxiii.11. 
The impenitent dying thief. Luke xxiii. 39. 
The Jews in the time of our Lord. John v. 40; 

viii 45. 
Pilate. John-xviii. 38. 
The Athenians. Acts xvii. 32, 33. 
Felix, whose conduct illustrates the remark, that 

every delay of repents.nee is a cheat upon ourselves, 
and that procrastination usua.!Iy ends in final impeni­
tence. Acts xxiv. 25-27. 

Agrippa. Acts xxvi. 28. There are no almost Chris­
tians in heaven. 

Heb. iv. I. 
Men have not lei­
sure to be saved. 
Luke :xiv. 18-20. 
Delays, whether in 
the business of God 
or our own, are 
hateful and preju­
dicial; many lose 
the land of promise 
by lingering. 
The exhortation of 
the minister in case 
he shall see the 
people negligent to 
come to the holy 
communion. Also 
Communion Ser­
vice : that part of 
prayer for church 
militant, beginning, 
"and to all thy 
people give thy hea­
venly grace, that 
with meek heart," 
&c. 

Collect for 2nd Sun 
day in Advent. 

xvii. 17. .A fri.end louth at all times, and a brothei· is born for achernty. 
(Seep. 20. 46.) 

Abraham's love £or hie nephew (Gen. xiv. 14), who 
had been deficient in respect to him. ( Gen. xiii. 11.) 
In order to rescue Lot, he did not shrink to attack, 
with his email company, one who had been the terror 
and conqueror of a.II the kings around him. Gen. xiv. 
5-12. 

Joseph. Gen. xiv. 5; I. 21. 

If thou wouldest 
get a friend, prove 
him first, and bu 
not hasty to credit 
him. For some man 
le a friend for his 
own occasion, and 
will not abide in tho 
day of thy trouble. 

• These are called by Mark and Luke the Gadarcnes. 
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Moses' love for the Israelites appears in the agony 
of his intercession for their preservation (E:rod. xxxii. 
11-13. Deut. ix. 10. 25-29), though so ungrateful to 
him (Aots vii. 40) ; and when by their destruction he 
and his family would have been raised to the greatest 
honour. Brod. xxxii. 10. 

Ruth's love for her mother-in-law, Naomi, in whoso 
intercourse is illustrated the remark, that friendship 
divides our sorrow, and doubles our joys. Ruth i. 16, 17. 

Jonathan hazarded his own life to preserve that of 
David (1 Sam. xx. 33), though knowing that David, 
not himself, would succeed to his father's throne. 
I Sam. xxiii. 17. 

Barzillai's kindness to David when fleeing for his life, 
and when kindness to him under such circumstances 
might have cost Barzillai hie life. (2 Sam. xix. 32; xvii. 
27-29.) Adversity is the touchstone of friendship. 

Ahikam's regard for Jeremiah (Jer. xxvi. 24), and 
also that of Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, though so vio­
lent an opposition was raised against Jeremiah by the 
princes of Judah. Jer. xxxviii. 8, &c. 

The Apostle John's support of Mary, a destitute 
widow. John xix. 27. 

Paul's love for Onesimus. Philem. 12. 20. 
Barnabas took Paul, when all others were afraid of 

him. Acts ix. 27. 
The love of Aquila and Priscilla (Rmn. xvi. 3, 4); 

of the Philippians (Phil. iv. 15) ; and of Epaphro­
ditus, to Paul (Phil. ii 26), when he was a prisoner at 
Rome. 

Aristarchus is also distinguished as a constant at­
tendant on Paul, cheerfully sharing with him in his 
dangers and imprisonment (Aota xix. 29; x:x. 4; xxvii. 
2. Philem. 24. Col. iv. 10); and especially Luke, the 
beloved physician (Col. iv. 14), who attended Paul in 
many of his journeys to the teseer Asia and Greece ; 
was with him in his several arraignments at Jerusalem, 
accompanied him in his hazardous voyage to Rome as 
a p1·isoner, and cleaved to him when others forsook 
him. 2 Tim. iv, 11. 
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Again, some friend 
is a companion at 
the table, and will 
not continue in the 
day of thy affliction. 
A faithflll friend is 
the mediciDe of life. 
and they that fear 
the Lord shall find 
him. 
Ecclus. vi. 7, 8. 10. 
16. 

Two person• will 
not be long friends, 
if they cannot for• 
give each other's 
little failings. 
Prov. xvii. 9. 

The following pas­
sages refer to the 
love of Christ as 
our !riend and 
brother. 
John xv. 13, 14. 
Matt. xii. 50. 
Heb. ii. II. 
John x.i.iL I. 
Heb. xiiL 8 i iv. 1-l 
-16. 

The love of Epaphroditus to the Philippians is also See on Prov. xviii. 
very stl'iking. Phil. ii. 26. 2-1; xxvii. 17. 

Cl,. xvii, 10. He lout/1 transgression tl1at lo~eth strife: 

The Corinthians' strife about their preachers, &c. 
( 1 Cor. iii. 3, 4. 2 Cor. xii. 20, 21); showing that strife 
is a fruitful source of other sins. Observe also their 
disposition to go to law with each other upon subjects 
of trifling importance, and the evil consequences thnt 
followed. l Co1·. vi. 

The Apostles did not love strife, or accustom them­
selves to it; but that such men should have given way 
to it among themselves, and at such a time (lllarlc ix. 

James iii. H-IG. 
Phil. ii.~-
Prov. xx. 22. 

11 Let dissensions 
proceed from others. 
but reconciliation 
from thee." 

" Nothing chokes 
the seed of religion 
ao much •• lhor11y 
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31. 33. Lul-e xxii. 24), strongly shows the tendency of debates and dlff'er­
our fallen nature to this sin, and therefore oul' need of enees about iteelf." 
the caution implied in this proved>, -A.bp. Leighton. 

and he that e.wlteth hM gate secketh destntc!io11. (Explained p. 29.) 
The attempt of Sheba to raise the standard of re- Phil. iv. 5. 

bellion against David. 2 Sam. xx. l. 22. Jer. xiv. 5. 
Zimri seized on the throne of Israel; but the tri- "He that does not 

umphing of the wicked is short. l Kings xvi. 9-18. soar high will suffer 
Shebna, ambitious of distinction, built himself a ¥'{/j:'0~~/ ~~~~-• 

stately sepulchre at Jerusalem, as one secure of his the owner. 
possessions, but received a message from the Lord, 
forewarning him of his shame, captivity, and death, High towers must 
ba. xxii. 15-19. look for lightning. 

J ehoiakim built a magnificent palace by iniquity and Pride, like a wild 
oppression, and at a time when the country was in the horse overthrows its 
greatest distress (Jer. xxii. 13); but rebelling against rider. 
Nebuchadnezzar, the destruction of bis power and 
miserable death in Babylon, soon followed, 2 Ch1'on, See on Prov. xvi. 
xxxvi. 6-8. Jer, xxii. 19. 18; xviii. 12. 

Ch. xYii, 20. He that hath a frowa1rd hca1't findeth na good: 

Thus many, owing to the corrupt state of their heart, 
were rather hardened than benefited even by so aston­
ishing a miracle as the raising of Lazarus. John xi. 
46; xii. 10. 

The Pharisees. In Matt. xi. 16-19, our Lord de­
scribes their perverseness, whom nothing could allure 
to embrace the Gospel, neither John's ministry no1· 
his own, 

The Nazarenes at our Lord's last visit, of whom it 
is said that He marvelled because of their unbelief. 
Ma,·k ,·i. 6. 

The .Jews at Capernaum (John vi, 41-52. 60), aud 
at Jerusalem. John vii. 14-30. 

Simon Ma.gus, bis heart not being right with God 
(Acts viii. 21 ), found no good from his baptism. Acts 
,·iii. 23. 

and l,e that l,,ath a pe1'terse tongue falletl, into mischief, 

The Israelites in the wilderness, their heart not 
being right with God (Ps. lxxviii. 37), soon discovered 
itself by a perverse tongue, and brought bis wrath 
upon them. Ps. Ixxviii. HJ-22. 

Elyma.s seeking to turn away the deputy from the 
faith, Acts xiii, 8-ll. 

Isa. xxix. 13, 14. 
Dan. xii. 10. 
I Cor. ii. 14. 
2 Cor. iv. 4. 
Matt. xi. 25, 

"A man may as 
soon read the letter 
ofScriplurc without 
eyes, as properly 
understand their 
mysteries "ithout 
grace." - Bp. De 4 

veridge. 

Ps. xix. 13, 14. 

See on Prov. iii 32. 

xvii. 27. He that katl,, knou:lerlge sparetl, his u:ords: and a man of un­
derstanding is of an excellent ( or cool) spirit. 

Aaron held his peace, from a deep conviction of Prov. xv. 28; xxix. 
God's holineBs and justice, nnd his own sinfulness. 1 I. 
Ler. x. 3. Ps. cxix. 75. Ecdcs. ix. 17. 
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Moses' silence and command of temper, betaking 
l1iruself to prayer beforo he replied to Korah. Nurrw. 
xvi. 4. , 

Moses and Aaron, at the murmuring of the people 
against them, prayed for them who thus despitefully 
used them. Numb. xiv. 5; xx. 6. 

Samuel, when the Israelites rejected him. 1 Sam. 
viii. 6-21. 

David did not suffer himself to speak hastily and 
angrily, or in a reproachful manner, when provoked 
by bis brother Eliab. See on Pro1'. xii. 16. 

Our blessed Lord, in whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge ( Col. ii. 3), yet prudently 
deferred the communication of many things to his 
Apostles, till they were able to bear them. John xvi. 12. 

Our Lord's command of temper, his excellent spirit, 
is also remarkably shown at his trial : He said but 
little (llfait. xxvii. 12-14), knowing what was in man, 
and that before such wicked judges defence was use­
less. When He was reviled He reviled not again, 
thus leaving us an example that we should follow his 
steps. l Pet. ii. 21. 
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James I. 19. 

11 The more any 
man knows, the less 
he is apt to talk ; 
for his wisdom gives 
him such an excel­
lent composure of 
spirit that it re­
presses his heat, 
his forwardness and 
l1aste, and makes 
him coolly delibe­
rate what and when 
it is fit to speak."­
Bp. Patrick. 

See on Prov. :x. 19; 
xvi. 32. 

Cl,. xviii. l. Tl,rough daire a man, hamng separated himself, seeketh and 
intermeddleth icith all wisdom. 

Isaac retired to meditate. ( Gen. xxiv. 63.) "He was 
a man of reflection and prayer, and in the cool of the 
evening it might be common for him to retire an hour 
to converse with himself and with his God." Be much 
with God in secret, so shall God be with thee in 
public. 

J oho the Baptist was in the desert until the day of 
his showing unto Israel, "apart from the world, and 
under the tuition of heaven, he was instructed in the 
principles of divine wisdom."-Bp. Hall. Luke i. 80. 

Paul spent three years in retirement in Arabia., as 
n preparation for his ministry. Gal. i. 17, 18. 

The Ethiopian's diligent study of the Scriptures 
while travelling (Acts viii. 26-31 ), thus showing his 
fe1"Vent desire of knowledge. P1·0~. ii. 1-9. 

Ps. i.1-3. 
Ps. iv. 4. 
:Matt. vi. 6. 

"Little can be done 
well to which the 
whole mind is not 
applied." -Johnson. 

'' The business of 
meditation is to di­
gest that spiritual 
nourishment ~·e 
take in by reading. 
Without this prac­
tice much learning 
and reading tun1s 
to little account."­
R. Nelso11. 

xviii. 7- A fool's moutl1 is l,is destruction, and l1is lips are the snai·e of 
I.is soul. 

The men of Succoth and Penuel. Judg. viii. 4-17. 
P.ro~. xviii. G. 

The children of Bethel who moclced Elisha. 2 Kings 
ii. 23, 24. 

The sel'Vaot who hid his Lord's talent in a napkin, 
was condemned out of his own mouth, aggravating his 
guilt by his attempt to justify his sin. Luke xix. 22, 

Prov. xiii. 3. 
Eccles. x. 11-14; 
v. 2. 
Give not thy tongue 
too great liberty, 
lest il take thee pri­
soner. 
See on Prov. x. U. 
16; xii. 13. 
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Ch. xviii. 10. Tke name of tf1e Lo,·d is a strong totcer: the righteo11s 
rnnneth into it, a11d is safe. (Explained p. 47.) 

Job under his deep affliction. (Job xix. 2o, 26.) The 
way to possess our souls in patience, is to commit them 
to God in confidcucc. 

Habakkuk (iii. 17-19). "No cloud can overshadow 
a Christian but his faith will discern a 1·ainbow in it." 
Bp.Honw. 

Asa, when attacked by Zerah. 2 Chl"On. xiv. 11, &c. 
Hezeldah under his alarm from Sennacherib (2Kings 

xix. 14-20. 32-35), and under his sickness. (Isa. 
xxniii. 1-8.) Prayer opens the heart and lets out 
grief, and opens heaven and lets down grace. 

The Apostles, when threatened by the Suhedrim. 
Acts iv. 24-33. 

Rom. vii!. 35--{19. 
Zech. Ii. 8. 
Ps. xvli. 8. 
The weakest be­
liever is safe, be­
cause by believing 
he is within the 
strongest of all de­
fences. None can 
pluck him out of 
the band of Christ. 
John x. 2a. 
Visitation of the 
sick: 
" The Almighty 
Lord, &c., a strong 
tower," &c. 
See on Prov. xiv. 
26. 

xviii. ll. The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall 
in his OI.DII conceit. 

The prince of Tyrus* (Ezek. xxviii. 2, &c.) whose 
strong forts and bulwarks of the sea availed him no­
thing when God sent Nebuchadrezzar against him to 
punish him for his pride. 

Parable of the rich fool, in his own conceit secure ; 
but how deceived! Luke xii. 19-21. 

Contrast with these examples, Job's a.rutiety not to 
trust to his wealth. Job xxxi. 24, 2o. 

Prov. x. 15. 
I Tim. vi. 17. 
Mark x. 23. 

Litany: 0 In all time 
of our wealth, good 
Lord, deliver us." 

xviii 12. Before destruction the keart of man is haugliey, 

Jezebel's haughty spirit, in painting her face, &c., 
she had no intention of tempting Jehu by her beauty, 
but was merely actuated by motives of pride, to keep 
up her state and dignity to the last. 2 Kings ix. 30 
-33. Bp. Patrick. 

and before honour is humility. 

Contrast the spirit of Goliath (I Sam. xvii. 8-10. 
43, 44,) and David. (I Sam. xvii. 4o, 46.) Aftel' the 
Spirit of the Lord had come upon David; qualifying 
him for great things, he was satisfied in his humble 
and laborious employment. He waited fol' the Lord's 
time to call him into action. After hie introduction 
to Saul's court, though he had been anointed the future 
king of Israel, he cheerfully retired again to the sheep­
fold. (I Sam. xvi. 13-23; xvii. lo.) None are so fit 
to be great as they that can stoop lowest. 

See on Prov. xl. 2; 
xvl.18; xm. 23 .. 

Prov. iii. 34; xxll. 4. 

Tllere is no true 
greatness without 
self-humiliation. 

Humility lies at the 
foundation or all 
other virtues. Matt. 
v. 3. 

See on Prov. xv. 
83. 

• His name was Ithobal, as appears from the Phamiciau annals, extracted from 
Josephus.-Calmel. 
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Cl,. xv iii. 13. He tl,at answeretl, a maUer before 1,e liearetk it, it is folly 
and sl,aine unto l,im. 

David acted foolishly in receiving as true the slander Prov. l. 5; xvii. 27; 
of Ziba against his master Mephibosheth. It was a. i:i!;e~\ 19 _ 
shame to David to give Mephibosheth's property to 
Ziba, without hearing Mephibosheth, whose loyalty 
was unimpeachable. (2 Sam. xvi. 4; xix. 24-30.) 
Even the heathens Lysias and Festus acted more 
wisely and justly towards Paul. (Acts xxiii. 30; xxv. 
16.) "We must remember that, through favour, fac­
tion, envy, greediness, ambition, &c., innocency itself 
is often laden with false a.ccusations."-Bp. Samder1011. 

Ahasuerus foolishly attending to Haman's charge 
against the Jews, without any concern to investigate 
its truth (Estk. iii. 10, &c.), was put to the shame of 
reversing his own decree. Esth. viii. 5, &c. 

Darius granted the presidents their wish, so flatter­
ing to his vanity, by signing the decree without con­
sulting Daniel, the chief of the presidents, who would 
immediately have undeceived him, on the point of its 
being the wish of all the presidents that he should sign 
it (Dan. vi. 9); this hastiness placed him in very pain­
ful and humiliating circumstances. Dan. vi. 14. 18. 

The magistrates at Philippi, who condemned Paul 
and Silas without giving them the opportunity of 
making their defence, brought shame in consequence 
on themselves, Acts svi, 37-39. 

Blame not before 
thou hast examined 
the truth ; under­
stand first and then 
rebuke. Answer 
not before thou hast 
heard the cause, 
neither intenupt 
men in the midst 
oftheir talk. 
Ecclus. xi. 7, 8. 

"It is a little learn­
ing and but a little 
which makes men 
conclude hastily. 
Experience and hu­
mility teach mo­
desty and fear.""­
J. Tayltn-. 

2 Cor. i. 12. 

xviii. 14. The spirit of a man will sustain his infirm·ity; 
Isaac was very infirm and blind for the last forty 

years of his life ( Gen. xxvii. l ), but be lived and died 
in faith. Heb. xi. 13. A manly spirit, es­

pecially if supported 
by lhe influence of 
the Holy Spirit, will 
bear up under ma­
nifold outward ca­
lamities. 

Job's fortitude, who blessed God under accumulated 
ca.la.mity. Job i. 20, 21; ii. 8-10. 

Paul gloried in his infirmities and distresses. 2 Col·. 
xii. 9. Acts xx. 22-24. Rom. v. 3---5. 

Paul and Silas, their joy under very severe ill 
usage. (Acts xvi. 23-25.) Obsel've also Paul's manly 
appeal to the magistrates. Verse 37. 

The ma.rtyrs alluded to in the Epistle to the He­
brews, being supported by a sense of God's love, the 
conscience of their own integiity, and the prospect of 
future happiness. Poole. lleb. xi, 35. 

but a ,oounded spirit tcho can bear? 
Cain. Gen. iv. 13, 14. 
Eli's daughte1·-in-law, the wife of his son Phinea.s 

seems to have died of a broken bee.rt_ ( l Sam. iv. 19 
-22.) By the sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken, 
Prof!. xv. 13. 

Saul. ( l Sam. xxviii. 20 ; xxxi. 4.) O the woeful 
extremities of a despairing soul I plunging him ever 
into a greater mischief to avoid the less, 

Isa. I vii. 20, 2 I. 
Ezek. xxii. 14. 
Ps. xc. II. 

Sin is the wound of 
the soul which must 
be washed by the 
tears of repentance, 
cleansed by the 
blood of Christ, and 
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David. Ps. xxii. 1 ; lxix. 20. 
Ahithophel. 2 Sam. XYii. 23. 
Zimri, the traitor. 1 J{ings xvi. 18. 
Pashm·, of whom the Lord declared he should be a 

terror to himself. Jei·. xx. 4. 
The demoniac wounded by Sat:m . . llfal'k "· 2-7. 
Judas. (Matt. xxYii. 5.) What madness to flee to 

death as a refuge, when hell follows after ! 

healed by the Spirit 
or the Holy One, 
and there is no 
other cure. 

Litany: 
1

' Fron\ t1ly "Tath, 
good LorJ, delh'er 
us." 

Cl,. xviii. 17. /le tl,at ;,, fi,-st in l,is own cause seemeth just; but l,is 
rwigMour cometh and seai'cheth l,im. 

Saul meeting Samuel and saying, I have performed 
the commandment of the Lord. (1 Sam. xv. 13.) How 
different appeared the case when Snmuel exposed it to 
,·iew, showing that so far from obeying, Saul had 
stnbbornly rejected the word of the Lord. Verse 26. 

Ziba's siander against his master Mephibosheth, the 
grandson of Saul (2 Sam. xvi. 1-3), till David heard 
ll:lephibosheth's explanation. 2 Sam. xix. 26. 

One tale is goo~ till 
another be told. 
This appears true 
in private conversa­
tion, iu lawsuits, 
before judges, and 
in theological con­
troversies i and sug .. 
gests the impo1 t­
ance of hearing both 
sides. Tertullus' accusations against Paul, which he could 

not prove. Acts xxiv. 5. 13. See on Prou. xviii. 3, See on Prov. xx. G. 
p. 46. ' 

xviii. 21. Death and life are in tke pou-ei· of tl,e tongue: 

The e,·il report of the ten spies brought death on 
themselves (Numb. xiv. 36, 37), and led the Israelites 
so to act, as to cause their death in the wilder11ess. 
Numb. xiv. 2. 28-35. 

What Doeg said, urged on Saul to the murder of a 
city of priests. (1 Smn. xxii. 9, 10.) He heaped wood 
upon Saul's fire. 

Sennacherib's blasphemy brought death on 185,000 
of his army and on himself. 2 Kings xviii. 28. 35 ; xix. 
22. 35. 2 C/1ron. xxxii. 21. 

The Ammonites were destroyed for insulting at the 
profanation of God's sanctuary. Ezek. xxv. 3-7. 

Ananias and Sapphira. (Acts v. 8-10.) Speaking 
lies, they perished. Pro-c. xix. 0. 

Moses' intercession for the Israelites preserved the 
whole nation from destruction. Ewd. xxxii. 9-14. 

Abigail. I Sain. xxv. 33. 
Esther's appeal to Ahasuerus. Estl,. vii.; ,•iii. 
Paul's address to the Philippian jailer. Acts xvi. 

28-34. 
The effect of the preaching of the Gospel, as de­

clared by Paul. 2 Cor. ii. JG. 

Prov. xi. 9; xxi. 
23j XXV. 18. 
Ps. x.xxiv. 12, 13. 
Matt. v. 22; xii. 36, 
37. 
James i. 19; iii. 5-
10. 
Many have fallen 
by the edge of the 
sword, but not so 
many as have fallen 
by the tongue. 
Ecclus. xxvHi. 18. 
11 Life and death arc 
in the power of wit-­
nesses according to 
the testimony they 
bear1 of judges ac­
cording to the sen­
tence they pa!ls1 of 
teachers according 
to the doctrine they 
preach; of all men 
who I.Jy their well 
or evil speaking 
bring death or life 
to themselves or 
olhcrs."-Gill. 

See on Pro\'. x. 21. 

and tliey tlu:,t loue it shall eat tl,efruit tl,ei·eof. (Explained p. 47.) 
The habit of the Israelites was that of murmuring Exod. xx. 7. 

(Numb. xiv. 22), as for instance, nt the Red Sea (E,r:od. The swearer wl,o 
xiv. ll. Ps. cvi. 7); in Mara (Exod. xv. 23, 24); in calls out ror dam­
the wilderness of Sin (Exod. xvi. 2) ; at Rephidim nation will no doubt 
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(Exod. xvii. 1, 2); at Tabero.h o.nd l{ibroth-1-Iattaavah. 
(Numb. xi. 3.) They at length eat the fruit of it in 
in their destruction. Ps. xcv. l 0, 11. 

The fool alluded to by Solomon (Eccles. x. ll-13), 
who, by hie habitual babbling and evil speaking, not 
only inflicts deadly wounds on the reputation and 
peace of others, but, by hie foolish and abusive lan­
guage, swallows up himself. 

Paul's nrdent desire to glorify Christ, led him, in 
season and out of season, to devote himself to preach­
ing the Gospel (Acts xx. 24); and by the consecration 
of his tongue to such a service, he eat of the fruit of it 
in turning many to righteousness, and being numbered 
among those who shall shine forth as the stars for ever 
and ever. Dan. xii. 3. See on Pro~. xi. 18. 

" An excellent task for the tongue is that which 
David chooses (Ps. xxxv. 28), 'My-tongue shall speak 
of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.' 
And they lose not who love to speak praise to Him, 
for He loves to speak peace to them."-.Abp. Leigl,trm. 
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receive the ans1"'er 
to his prayer, if hi) 

die ,vithout repent• 
ance. 
Prov. xi. 30; xv. 4. 

Who shall set a 
watch before my 
mouth, and a seal or 
wisdom upon my 
lips, that 1 fall not 
by them, and that 
my tongue de:.lroy 
me not ? 0 Lord, 
Father and Gover­
nor of all my whole 
life, leave me not to 
their counsels, and 
let me not fall by 
them (i. e. by the 
habit of evil speak­
ing, or speaking too 
much, and thus 
speaking indiscreet• 
ly). Ecclus. xxiL 
27; xxiii. I. Ps. 
cxli. 3. 

Cl,. xviii. 24. A man that liath friends must show l,irnself friendly, 

David's regard for Jonathan's children long after l1is 
death. 2 Sain. ix. l. 13 ; xxi. 7. 

They that brought the paralytic to Jesus were in­
deed his friends, taking great pains to do so. l,fark ii. 
3, 4. 

Lydia (Acts xvi. 15. 40) and Justus (Acts xviii. 7) 
received Paul into their houses at a time when many 
would have shrunk from doing so. Justus, when 
many others foiled, proved a oomfort to him. Col. 
iv. II. 

Paul was coming as a prisoner, but the brethren 
went out to meet him as far ns Appii Forum. Acts 
xxviii. 15. 

Onesiphon1s was not nshamed of Paul's chain. 2 Tim. 
i. 16. 

Paul's direction to Titus respecting Zenas and 
A polios. Tit. iii. 13. 

The hospitality of Philemon (Philem. 5-7) and of 
Gains. 3 Jolm 3-6. 

aHd tl,ere is afrund that sticketh closer tl,an a brotl,er. 

Jonathan was far more kind to David (I Sa111. xviii. 
I ; xix. 4, 5) than his own brother Eliab. ( I Smn. 
xvii. 28.) Friendship is stronger than kindred. 

Hirnm ; the cordial assistance he rendered to Solo­
mon, free from nil jealousy or envy at his growing 
power, contrasted with the attempt of his own brother 
Adonijah, to deprive him of the throne. I Kings v.; 
i. li. 

" If you wish to 
gain affect:on, be­
stow it."-Seneca. 

I will not be a­
shamed to defend a 
friend. neither will 
I hide mrself from 
him. Ecclus. x.xii. 
25. 

A wise caution on 
the subject of friend­
ship is given. Prov. 
XXV. 17.-ee p. 11. 

See on Prov. xrtL 
17. 

John X\". 12-16. 
J fcb. xiii. 8. 
11 i'\fon may Io,·e 
their frieu<ls more 
than they can help 
them, but the lov­
ing kindness of God 
is nttendcd with a 
power as infinite as 
itself." -ChcJTr.ock. 

G 
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CJ,., xix. 2. That tl,e soul /,e 1citl,01d k11owledge, it is not good; 

(I.) Consequences of ignorance of God, i. e. of just 
views of his character. 

Micah, the Ephmimite, made an idol (J11dg. xvii. 5), 
consecrated a Levite to an office of which he was in­
capable (.Tuag. xvii. 12), and yet, through misinter­
pretation of God's pro,·idence, imagined he had the 
approbation of God for an net which led to the spread 
of idolatry throughout the tribe of Dan. Judg. xvii. 13; 
:n·iii. SO, SI. 

Eliphaz, &c., Job's friends, 1·eproved him for we.Dt 
of religion, and inflicted severe suffering on him (Job 
fr. 7), under the idea that God would not have so 
afflicted him had he been sincere. 

Abishai gave most dangerous advice to David from 
the same cause, misinterpreting God's providence. 
I San,. xxvi. 8. • 

Benhadad's army was defeated for limiting the 
power of God. l Kings xx. 28. 

The Jews, as describeg by Isaiah. Isa. v. 12, 13. 
The Gentile world. Rom. i. 28. 
( 2.) Consequences of ignorance of Christ. 
The Gadarenes besought Him to depart from them 

(Luke viii. 37), afraid of sustaining loss by Him whom 
to know is life eternal. John xvii. 3. 

The J e1vs and their rulers killed the Prince of Life 
(Luke xix. 41, 42. l Cor. ii. 8), not knowing that 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believetb. Rom. x. 3, 4. 

Paul, before his conversion. Acts xxvi, J 1. l Tim. 
i. 13. 

(3.) Consequences of ignorance of the Holy Scrip­
tures. 

The people and priests, as described by Hosea. 
Hosea iv. 6. 

The Pharisees. JJfatt. xii. 7. Hosea vi. 6. 
The Sadducees' denial of the resu1Tection. Matt. 

xxii. 29. 
Peter (Matt. xvi. 22) and the other Apostles' dismay 

at the thought of our Lord's crucifixion, and their un­
belief of bis resurrection. Luke xviii. 31-34. Jolin xii. 
16; xx. 9. Luke xxiv. 25, 26. 

The Jewish rulers, in condemning Jesus. Aces xiii. 
27. l Cor. ii. 8. 

( 4.) Consequences of ignorance of ourselves. 
Job multiplied words without knowledge. (Jobxxxv. 

16.) He was too much disposed to justify himself (Job 
xxxiii. 8, O • xxxiv. 6. 9. 35), and not enough aware 
of bis incap~city to judge of God's dealings (Job xiii. 
3. 5, G); and hence arose, in a. great measure, bis sin 
and trouble of mind. He who !mows not his Maker 
cannot know himself. 

Hezekiah not knowing himself, God left him to him-

Though the know• 
ledge of what is the 
great end of our 
being (Prov. ix. 10. 
John xvii. 3. Phil. 
iii. 8-10) is lhat 
which chiefly con­
cerns us, we should 
endeavour, as we 
have opportunity, 
"not to be ignorant 
of any thing in a 
great matter or 
small." De (as 
Hooker remarks) 
diligent observers 
of circumstances, 
the litlle regard 
whereof is then u rse 
of vulgar folly. Al­
ways adding to our 
stock of knowledge. 
Especially do not 
depreciate any pur­
suit which leads to 
the contempJation 
of the works of the 
Creator. 

0 Lord remove our 
ignorance, that we 
may know thee i our 
idleness, that ,ve 
may seek thee i our 
unbelief, lllat we 
may find and enjoy 
thee.-Bp. Hall. 

Our knowledge of 
God will be in pro­
portion to our holi­
ness. Matt. v. 8. 

11 Know thyself," 
and especially ask 
God to teach thee 
(Job xxxiv. 32). 
Without self.know. 
ledge we know no• 
thing aright, 

Ps. iv. 4·. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24; 
C-Iliii.-8. 

Litany: 
11 That it may please 
thee to forgh·e u• 
all our .... igno­
raDces, and to en­
due us with the 
grace of thy Holy 
Bpirit, to amend our 
II ves according to 
thy holy word." 
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self, to teach him this necessary truth. 2 Clvron. xxxii. 
31. 

Peter's faU, from want of self-knowledge. Luke xxii. 
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33, 34. Sec on Prov. i. 7. 

and /,,e tl,at !,,astet1' witk Ms feet sinnet1'. ( Explained p. 48.) 

Desire of forbidden knowledge was one cause of 
Eve's ruin ( Gen. iii. 6), and of the ruin of the world. 
Flom. v. 18. 

Joshua erred by rashly making a. covenant with the 
Gibeonites, without inquiring of the Lord. Josh. ix. 14. 

Saul's impatience in not waiting for Samuel, whom 
God had appointed to offer the burnt-offering, and for 
whom he should have tarried for dU"ection how to act. 
(1 Sam. xiii. 9, 10. 13, 14.) Again, the consequences 
of his inconsiderately binding his whole army by an 
oath to abstain from food, nearly led to the destruc­
tion of his own son, the most valuable man in the army. 
1 Sam. xiv. 24-45. 

David's hasLe led him to an act of great injustice to 
Mephibosheth. 2 Sam. xvi. 4. 

The prophet of Judah did not give himself time to 
weigh the evidence for aud against the pretended mes­
sage of the lyiug p1·ophet. ( 1 Kings xiii. 18, 19.) De­
sirous to have the command relaxed, he was too ready 
to believe it to be so. Thus the understanding is often 
the dupe of the heart. He seems not to have prayed 
for Divine direction. 

Peter, without waiting for orders, and not consider­
ing that our Lord's kingdom was not of this world, 
rashly drew his sword to smite the servant of the high 
priest. (Jo1'n xviii. 10.) " Good intentions are mere 
blind impulses when they are not under the guidance 
of God's will, as declared in his word," 

Deut .. xxix. 29. 
Ecc1es. xii. 13, 
Prov. XIi. 5. 

" Do nothing rash­
ly. Stay a little, 
that you may make 
an end the sooner." 
-Bacon. 
Prov. iv. 26. 

" Thiogs are not to 
be done by the effort 
of the moment, but 
by the preparation 
of past moments." 
-Cecil. 

See on Prov. xiv. 
29; XXV, 8 j 3:.IViii. 
22. 

Ch. xix. 3. Tlie foolishness of man peroerteth his =y : and T,is heart 
frcUeth ogainst the Lord, 

Adam : the ve1·y first sin that · ever man was guilty 
of, he endeavoured to throw upon God, shifting the 
blame not only on Eve, but on God, for having given 
her to him. Ge,i. iii. 12. 

Cain. Gen. iv. 13, 14. 
Jehoram, king of Israel, charged his calamity upon 

God, and not upon himself, whose sine were the true 
and proper cause of it. Poole. 2 Kings iii. 10. 13 ; 
vi, 33. 

J on11h repined at that mercy being extended to othera 
of which he had lately been eo distinguished a monu­
ment. Jonah iv. 1. 4. 0. 

The Israelites ; theu· passage from Egypt need 
not have occupied more than a few weeks. Their 
journeying fo1·Ly years arose from their having per-

o 2 -

The general con­
fession in the Morn­
ing Prayer shows 
how we ought to 
feel when we have 
pcrYerled our wa.y. 

Ps. Jxx.xvi. ll; 
cxix. 17G. 
James i. 13, H. 
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,·erted their way. (Numb. xh·. 34.) But it wns marked 
by incessant fretting against the Lord. Numb. xx. 2-
5; xxi. 4-6. Deut. ix. 23, 24. l Cor. x. l-10. 

Martha foolishly cumbered he1-self with much un­
necessary serving (Luke x. 41), and theu blamed our 
Lord for not sending her sister to help her. Luke x. 40. 

Ch. xix. 11. ThJJ discretion of a ma11 defe1·rctli lii,; anger; and it is ltis 
glo1·y to pa$S o-ce1· a tra11sgre&io11. 

Joseph, in st.'\ting his case to the chief butler, did 
not once name his brethren 01· Potiphar's wife, thougli 
suffering so much for their transgression against him, 
aflkming his own innocence without accusntion of any. 
( Gen. xl. 15.) His apparent ha1-shuess to his brethren 
arose from his anxiety to bring them to repentance ; 
and when he had accomplished this, his whole conduct 
wa.s marked by peculiar tenderness, Gen. xiv. 4-15; 
1. 21. 

Matt. v. 38-11; 
xviii. 2t, ?2. 
Rom. xii. 17. 21, 
Col. iii. 12-15. 
Forgive and forget. 
,vrite injuries on 
sand, aud kind­
nesses in marble. 
Plato said to his ser­
vant, "I would beat 
thee but that I am 
angry." 
To forgive is god­
like. Eph. iv. 32; 
v. I. 

Moses, a. pattern of brotherly affection, Numb. xii. 
David's conduct to Saul. I Sam. xxiv.; xxvi. 5, &c. 
The prophet of Judah interceded for Jeroboam, who 

had the moment before put forth his l1and to injure See on rrov. xiv, 
him. 1 Kings xiii. 6, &c. 29; xvi. 32. 

xix. 21. Tliere are many de~ices in a man's wrt; nerertlieless the counsel 
of tlte Lord, that sludl stand. • 

Isaac's desire to bestow on Esau the blessing ( Gen, 
xxvii. 1-7), contrary to God's declared purpose. Gen, 
XXV, 23, 

The attempt of Joseph's brethren to defeat, became 
the means of accomplishing, his prophetic dreams. 
Gen. xxxvii. 19, &c. Ps. lxxvi. 10. 

Ahithophel. 2 Sam. xvii. 1-23. Job xviii. 7, 8. 
The devices of the chief priests, &c., to avoid put­

ting our Lord to death on the feast-day (Matt. xxvi. 
4, 5); and thus would have been frustrated the t,ypical 
reference of the passover to Hirn. (l Cor. v. 7-) Also 
the attempt to defeat the belief of his resurrection 
(.Matt. xxvii. 63-66), a.s foretold by the prophets; but 
the very means they took confirmed its truth, " The 
testimony of sixty unexceptionable witnesses (the num­
ber of the Roman soldiers on the guard) was thus 
added to the truth of the Lord's resurrection."-Bp. 
Porteus. Matt. xxviii, ll. Acts ii. 23, 24. 

The forty Jews who, with the chief priests ancl 
elders, had conspired together to assassinate Paul 
(Acts xxiii. 12-15)1 and th_~_s defeat God's counsel to 
send him to Rome. Acts xxn1. ll. 

Man purposeth1 

but God disposeth. 
When He hath ap. 
pointed, none can 
disappoh1t. His pro­
vidence rules our 
lot, llis word should 
rule our desires; 
and that is the most 
probable way to se­
cure success accord­
ing to our hearts' 
desires. 
Ps. XXX\'ii. 4, 5. 
Prov. xvi. 3. 

Collect for Slh Sun­
day after Trinity. 

Sec on rrov. xxl. 
30. 

xix. 22. The desire of a man is his kindnes.;: nnd a poor ma11 is better 
tl,,an a liar. (Explained p. 48.) 

The desire of the little Israelitish maid, even had it 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
not issued in so important a result, showed the liind• James ii. 15, 16 
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nees of her heart (2 J(,ings v. 3); nnd would hilve 
been worth more tho.n the promises of those rich and 
gl'eat men who never fulfil the expecto.tions they rai.se. 
Such was Pharaoh's deceitful conduct to Zedekiah 
(Ezek. xxix. 6, 7), who leaning llpon Pharaoh for sup­
port, Pharaoh beco.me to him only as the staff of a 
reed, which broke unde1· him. Pharaoh came with a 
great al'my to raise the siege of Jerusalem by the 
Chaldeans, but in a little time retired to his own co\ln• 
try, treacherously leaving Zedekiah, whom he had en­
gaged to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar, whereby he 
became the occaeion of the ruin of Zedekiah. See Ezek. 
xvii. 15. Jer. xxxvii. 5. 7. Bp. Patrick. 

Mal'y is commended as having done wliat she could. 
Jl[ark xiv. 8. 

The widow's two mites, though adding little to the 
treasury, strongly expressed her desire to give, and 
were accepted as such. (Luke xxi. 2-4.) "And we 
should not so much endeavour to have much where­
withal to do, as to do much with that little we have." 

The Macedonian Church; their deep poverty gave 
a peculiar lustre to their liberality. 2 Cor. viii. 2. 
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l Jolin iii. 18. 
•• Rich men's pre­
sents are gold and 
silver or other coatJy 
lhings. Mine must 
be recommended 
by the affectionate 
pleasure with which 
J give them.."-The 
Venerable Bede, 
tJJ!u:n dying. 
" It is the comfort 
of poverty lhat our 
affections are v a-
1 ued, not our pre­
sents."-Bp. Hall. 
Liberality consists 
not so much in 
giving largely as in 
giving seasonably, 
and from right mo­
tives. 
It ennobles the most 
insignificant action 
to undertake it with 
an ardent wish to 
please God. l\Iatt. 
x. 42. 

Ch. xix. 25. Smite a scorner, and the simple icill beware : 

The effect on Israel of the destruction of Pharaoh Prov. ni. 11. 
and his host. Exod. xiv. 31. 

Stubborn children: their awful punishment, intended 
to be a warning to others. Deut. xxi. 21. 

The Gibeonites we1·e awed by the destruction of 

" Therefore God 
strikes some that 
be may warn all,"­
Bp. Hall. 

Jericho and Ai. (Josh. ix. 3, &c. Melanctlwn. Bp. By others' faults 
Patrick.) Others' ruin should be our warning. wise men correct 

The effect produced on Sergius Paulus by the pun- their own. 
ishment of Elymas. Acts xiii. 6-12. 

and reprore one that T,ath understanding, and ft,e will understand knou:led11e. 

The Psalmist. Ps. cxix. 75. 
Our Lord's verbnl reproof of the two disciples going 

to Emmaus (Luke xxiv. 25-27. 32), was more effectual 
for their good than the severest punishments would 
have been to n scorner. "A foolish offender must, by 
punishment, be made wise ; but a. man of sense will 
nmend upon admonition." 

Prov. i.x. 9, 10 i xv. 
5; xvii. 10. 
Job :uxiv. 31, 32. 

xx. I. }Vi11e is a mocker, ttrong drink is T<Jf}ing: and v:lwsoerer is de­
ceired thereby is 110/ u:ise. 

Noah, so eminent a saint (Gen. vii. l), ,~ns overtaken 
by dl'unkenness before he wns aware. ( Gen, ix. 20, 21.) 
And it is " written for our admonition, to remind us of 
our frailty, and to alarm our caution and fear." (I Cor. 
x. 12.) "He that receives that traitor within his 
g_:ites, shall too late complain of a surprisal."-Bp. 
Hall. 
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Prov. xxiii. 29-35; 
Xxxl. 4. 
l Cor. v. 11; vi. 9, 
10. 
Eph. v. 18. 
Rom. xiii. 13, H. 

Drunkenness is 3 
parent sin .... the 
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Nabal, though ,·ery l'ich, was rendered contemptiblo 
by his drunkenness. l Sam. xxv. 30. 

Ela.h, king of Israel. l Kings xvi. 3-10. 
Benhadad, king of Syria, l Kittgs xx. 10-21. 
The drunkards of Ephraim. Isa. xxviii. 7, 
Belshazza.r and his princes. D,m, v. Jer. Ii. 39. 57, 
Nineveh, assaulted unexpectedly by night and taken 

by Al'baces the Mede, when their a.rmy was l'evelling 
in drunkenness, as foretold by Nahum. Nal,. i. 10. 

Herod Antipas, at a fe.,st, condemned to be beheaded 
that eminent servant of God, John the Baptist (Mark 
vi. 21-27), whom he himself highly 1·evel'enced. JJfark 
vi. 20. 

Probably Na.dab and Abihu were betrayed into the 
presumption of burning strange fire by intemperance 
at the feast after the peace-offering; for immediately 
after, and in consequence· of their fate, the Lord deli­
vers the injunctions against the priests drinking wine 
and strong drink when they approached the sanctuary. 
Ler. x. 8, 9. Dr. GraUII. 

[Ch. XX, 3, 

high way to hell. 
If you would nvoid 
it, avoid tho:-ic who 
commit lt,and those 
places where strong 
drink ls conve­
niently obtained. 
Times of festivity 
require a double 
guard. 

Cl,. xx. 3. It is an honour Joi· a man to cease from strife: 

Abral,am, though the elder, waived his right of ~~: ~.\.1;9_ 
choice for the sake of peace, and promptly removed "Let it pass for a 
all occasion of strife. ( Gtn. xiii 7-9. See on P1·o'D. kind of shcepish­
X\-ii. 14.) Observe also the honour God put npon him ness tu be meek, It 
after his disinterestedness. Gen. xiii. 14-17. ~t:/e:~~~• ~~i~i: 

David took Abigail's advice (1 Sain. xxv. 32-34), before the shearers, 
and did not imagine that, because he had entered into not opening his 
contention, a regard· to his honour required him to mouth (Jsa_ !iii. 7); 

• • T'L • d h • f b • it is a portion of continue it. ..ue wis om t at 1s rom a ove.18 easy to His spirit."-Abp. 
be entreated. Jaines iii. 17. Leighton. 

but erery fool will be meddling. 
It was very foolish of Miriam to meddle with those 

domestic concerns of her brother with which she had 
nothing to do (Numb. xii.); a.nd his conduct reflects 
great honour upon him. 

The Ephraimites meddled with Gideon (Judg. viii. 
l, &c.) and with Jephthah. Judg. xii. I, &c. Pro"D. 
xviii. G. 

Amaziah, king of Judah, through pride rendered 
deaf to caution, paid dearly for his meddling, being 
put to the shame of having his capital taken; the 
temple pillaged, and his own palace stripped of its 
t1·easures. 2 Kings xiv. 8. 

A caution against intermeddli:ng with other men's 
fa~ily conccms, especially with regard to their ser­
vants, is alluded to Pro'I!. xxx. 10. 

Judaizing teachers, who came down from Judea to 
Antioch, provol1ing an unprofitable controversy, and 

See on Prov, xvi. 
32. 

Prov. xxvi. 17. 
I Thess. iv. II. 
Every man hatb in 
his OWll life follies 
enough, in his 
own mind troubles 
enough, in the per­
formance of his 
duties deficiencies 
enough, - without 
being curious about 
the affairs of others; 
a disposition to 
which generally in­
vol vcs those in 
strife wl10 indulge 
it. Inquisith•e about 
their neighbours' 
errors they forget to 
omend their own, 
ond thus show their 
folly. 
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interfering with the ministry of Paul and Barnabas 
among the Gentiles. Acts xv. I, &c. 

Those who endeavoured to undermine Paul's autho­
rity with the Galatian Church. Gal. i. 6, 7; ii. 4; vi.12. 
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"The man who 
combats himself 
will be happier than 
he who contends 
with others." 
See on Prov. xvii. 
14; XXV. 8. 

Cl,, xx. 6. Mo•-t men will proclaim erery one his cncn goodness : but a 
faitltful man who can find r 

Absalom, the murderer of hie brother, and plotting 
treason against his father, yet boaeted of bis love of 
justice. 2 Sam. xv. 4. 

Jehu's boast of bis zeal. (2 Kings x. 16. 31.) True 
obedience is ever joined with humility and fear of un­
known errore.-Bp. Hall. Ps. xix. 12. Such a fear in 
Jehu would have discovered to him how little cause he 
had to boast. 

The Scribes and Pharisees (Matt. vi. 2; xxiii. 5), 
not considering that our sincerity is chiefly shown by 
our attention to the unseen duties of religion. 

The rich young man. Matt. xix. 20. 22. 
The Church of La.odicea. &,o, iii. 17. 
The readiness of the Israelites in the wilderness to 

profess obedience to God's covenant, hut to which, 
almost immediat.ely aft.er;they proved unfaithful. Exod. 
xix. 8 ; xxiv. 3. 7 ; xxxii. 

The boasting of Jerusalem in the time of Jeremiah 
(Jer. ii. 23. 35 ), and yet scarcely one righteous person 
in it. Jer. v. 1. 

The Jews, as described by St. Paul. Rom. ii. 17-23. 
The Gentile world boast.ere, though filled with all 

unrighteousness. ( Ro,11. i. 30.) So also throughout the 
history of man for 4000 years, as recorded in the 
Bible, how few in every age were faithful 1 

The fidelity of the sacred writers in recording their 
own sins, and seeking only God's glory, not theh· own, 
is a stril1ing contrast to ordinary histories. Thus 
Moses (Exod. iv. 24. Numb. xx. 1-12), Jonah (i. 3; 
iv. 9), and Pnul (1 Tim. i. 13), faithfully record theh• 
sins. A prominency is often given to the transgres-
sions of those who are designed to make a principal 
figure, nnd whose memories are most cherished by the 

Men readily boast 
of what they will 
do when not re­
quired to gi \·e, but 
in time of trial few 
are found as good 
as their word. l\lany 
care forward to pro. 
fess religion, but 
few are indeed what 
they seem and pro­
fess to be. 

Promise cautiously, 
but when you have 
promised, fulfil 
scrupulously, 
though it be to your 
own hurt. 
Ps. xv. 4. 

Collect for Ash 
\Vednesday, show­
ing "hat ought to 
be our view of our­
selves. 
Luke xvil. JO. 

If mnn is so little 
to be depended 
upon, the following 
references show 
where ought to be 
our trust, 
Ps. c:x:lvi. 3-6 
Jer. xvii. 5-7. 

Jewish nation, as Abraham (Gen. xii. 11-13; xx.), 
Isnnc ( Gen. xxvi; 7), Jacob ( Gen. xxvii. ), David (2 Sam. See on Pro,-. uv. 
xi. ), Solomon. l Kings xi. 14; xxvii. 2. 

xx. 9. Who can say, I 11a1:e made my heart clea11, I cm, JJUre from my 
sin? 

Ezra clid not say so. Ezra ix. 6. 
Nor Job. Job xiii. 5, 6. 
Nor the Psalmist. Ps. cxix: 176, 
Nor Isaiah. Isa. ,,;, 5. 
Nor Daniel. Dan. ix. 8. 
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Eccles. vii. 20. 
Rom. iii. 23. 

Art. x. 11 The con• 
dilion or man nfter 
the fall or .'\dam/• 
&c. Sec al::o Art. ix:, 
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Nor St. James. James iii. 2. 
Nor St. John. l John i. O. 
Nor St. Paul. ( l 7'im. i. lo.) There arc thl'ee trnns­

gTessions, say the Talmudists, from which a mau can 
no day ever in this life be free: the thoughts of sin, 
wanderings in pl'aycr, and :m evil tougue. Cel'tninly 
the due sight of these would nbate much of those gay 
thoughts that any can have of themselves, nnd from 
the best :md most sensible would drnw out the Apos­
tle's word, " 0 Wl'etched mnn that I nm, who shall 
dcli,·cr me," &c. (Rmn. vii. 24.) Al,p. Leighl,on. And 
:is the Epistles to Timothy and to the Romans were 
written by Paul many years nfter he had become ,a 
Christian, and had been growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of his Lord and Saviour (Acts xxiv. 16. 
Pl,il. iii. 13), it confirms the remark of Bishop Hall, 
that the more holy any man is, the more sensible he is 
of his unholiness. 

., ... and thie In• 
fectlon of nature 
doth remain," &c. 
'' If we did consider 
the J>Urlty of lho 
law of God and tho 
Impurity of our own 
hearts, the conti­
nual risings or sin­
ful concupi.scences 
within us that stain 
us and all our ac­
tions, this would 
Jay us a great deal 
lower in our own 
opinion than we 
usually are. The 
law is spiritual, but 
I am carnal, sold 
under sin, says the 
A11ostle." - A.bp. 
Leighton. 
General conression 
in the Communion 
Sen ice. 

Ch. xx. I 2. Tl,e l,earing ear, and tl,e seeing eye, the Lord lwtl, made 
eun bot/, of tliem. ( Explo.ined p. 49.) 

God reminded Moses of this, to encourage hiru in 
the arduous duty to which He had called him. Ezod. 
iv. 11. 

The Psalmist alludes to it, to impress on us that 
nothing can esc.'lpe God's notice. PB. xciv. 9. 

God enabled Hagar to see the well (Gen. xxi. 19); 
Elisha's servant to see the chal'iots (2Kingsvi. 17); 
Lydia's heart to attend to the things which were 

spoken of Paul (Acts xvi. 14); 
Paul to see the glory of Christ. 2 Cor. iv. 6 . .Acts 

ix. 8. l 7, 18. 

Pa. c. 3; cxxx.ix.14; 
cxix. 16. 
I Kings viil. 57, 58. 

xx. 15. Tltere is gold, a11d a multitude of rubies: but tl,e lips of k1101cledge 
are a precious jeicel. 

Solomon made silver and gold at Jerusalem as plen­
teous as stones (2 Cl,ron. i. 15); but that he was in­
structed in the knowledge of God (l Kings iii. ll-13), 
and directed others to the worship of God ( l Kings 
Tiii. 22 &c.), constituted the glory of hie reign. 

Egypt was, as descl'ibed by Herodotus, "a land of 
marvels •" Babylon was one of the wonders of the 
world • Athens was the repository of the fine nrts ; 
but a~id all this magnificence, how ignorant wel'e they 
of the true God ! and how destitute of those from 
whose lips they could learn that inestimnl,Je lmow­
lcdge ! 

'l'he value of that true knowledge of God nnd of 
eternal life revealed in the Gospt-1, is referred to in the 
following passages, Luke ii. 14; iv. llJ, 19; Ac!s xxvi, 

Prov. I. 7; ill. 13-
18; viii. II. 
Jer. ix. 23, 24. 
I Cor. II. 2. 
Rom. I. 16. 
John xvii. 3. 
ha. Iii. 7. 

Sound knowledge 
generally, antl the 
gift of eloquenre to 
diffuse its o.<lvan­
tnge to othrrs, as it 
is more scarce, so is 
it ~reatly imperior 
to mere wealth i but 
how much more 
Epiritunl knowledge 
and a heart taught 
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17, 10; nnd its present effects illustrated, Acts ii. 41-
47; xvi. 27-34; 1 Cor. vi. 11. 1 1'lieSB. i. 9, 10. 

Po.ul's estimato of the knowledge of Christ (Phil. iii. 
8), and of the privilege of being permitted to impart 
that knowledge to others ( 1 Tim. i. 11, 12), to testify 
the Gospel of the grace of God. Act, xx. 24. 
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by the Holy Spirit 
to expre9s that 
which promotes the 
glory of God and 
the ulvatlon of 
those around us. 

Cl,. xx. 22. Sciy not tlwu, I 1cill re«>mperue e1'il; Ina 1taU on tlie Lord, 
and lie shall sa-i:e tliee. 

Moses' readiness to intercede for Pharaoh. Exod. 
viii. 8-12; ix. 28, 29; x. 17, 18. 

The Lord's vindication of Moses, when accused by 
his brother and sister (Numb. xii. 5, &c.), showing 
that he most effectually revenges injuries, who leaves 
all his injuries to be avenged of God. 

Samuel never ceased to pray ( I Sam. xii. 23) for 
those who had rejected him. I Sam. viii. 19. Rmn. 
xii. 21. 

David's establishment on the throne of Israel arose, 
not from his destruction of his enemies, but from their 
destruction of each other. "In a war of five years' 
continuance, which followed upon Saul's death, David 
never once lifted up hie sword against a subject ; and 
at the end of it he punished no rebel ; he remembered 
no offence but the murde1· of his rival. 2 Sa111. iv. 9-
12. Pro~. xx. 28. 

Though the Jews had been appointed by God to 
be in many instances the executione1-s of his justice in 
the punishment of the wicked (Deut. ix. 4. Ler:. xviii. 
25), they were particularly forbidden by the Mosaic 
law to indulge personal enmities. They were not to 
abhor even an Egyptian, though the mo3t cruel of 
their oppressors (Deut. xxiii. 7), and were commanded 
to pray for their Babylonian conquerors. Jer. xxix. 7, 

Our blessed Lord, especially ns illustrated by his 
apprehension (.ilfatt. xxvi. 52-54. Jolin xviii. 11), by 
hie trio.I (.ilfaU. xxvii. 12. Isa. !iii. 7), and by his cru­
cifixion. Luke xxiii. 33, 34. 1 Pet. ii. 23. 

Prov. xb:. 1 l. 
1 Pet. ii. 21; iii.O. 

It coats more to re­
venge injurits than. 
to bear them. 

u He that studieth, 
revenge, keepeth 
bis wounds open." 
-Bacon. 

Forgiveness iB lie 
best revenge ot an 
afuout. 

If there is an)' per­
son you panicuh:.rly 
dislike, pray for that 
person every time 
you think of him. 

Litany: "That ft 
may please thee to 
forgive our ene­
mies, persecutor.a. 
and 5Jaoderers, and 
to tum their 
hea.rt.s.'" 

See on Prov. xxiY. 
17; XXV. 21, 

xx. 23. Diurs 1reigl,ts ai·e an abomi11ation unto the Lord; and a fals~ 
balance is not good. ( Explained p. 49.) 

Jutlah nnd Israel are cha1·ged with this sin by the Prov. xi. I; xx. JO. 
prophets Hosea (Ilos. xii. 7), Amos (Amos viii. 4, 5}, H. Ii; xvi. l I. 
and Micah. ,llicalt vi. l O. 

Moses' direction to the Israelites (Deut. xxv. 13- lllicah vi. 8. 
16), and oui· Lord's golden rule. ~bfatt. vii. 12. Luke ui. 10. 

God's charge to the princes of Israel iu Ezek. xiv. 
10-12. 

G 5 
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Cl,,. xx. 24. ..llfa11's goings <We of the Lord; liow caia a man tl,en 1111d111'• 
stand l,is ou,n iooy? 

Rebekah meeting Abraham's servant at the well, 
shows that God's providence extends over the sma,Jleet 
e,·<>n ts, a:id the ei..--act thnes of their occurrence. Gen. 
xxiY, 12-15. 

Esau was little aware of the influence by which the 
enmity of his heart was turned away from his brothc1· 
Jacob. Gen, xxxiii. 4 ; xxxii. 28. 

Joseph ( Gen. I. 20. Ps. c,•. l 7), in whose history are 
many remarkable illustrations of this proverb ; as for 
instance, the 11-lidianites appearing just at the critical 
moment when Joseph's brethren had determined a far 
different fate for him ( Gen. xxxvii, 25 ), tire thought sug­
gested to Judah to sell him (verse 27); and his pur­
chasers taking liim, not to theu·· own country, but to 
Egypt; and there an officer of the king buying Joseph 
( ,·erse 36), unconsciously fitting him fo1· higher com­
mand, by maldng him overseer of his honsc ( Gen. xxxix. 
4-6); then sending him to prison, ,vhcre he became 
acquainted with Pharaoh's chief butler (Gen. xl. 1), are 
all illu..<>trations of the way in which God secretly directs 
the steps, and controls the purposes and feelings of 
men, unknown to themselves, to produce results of 
which they have no idea. See on P1·0D. xxv. 2. 

Ahasueras. See on Pro~. xxi. l. 

Acts xvi!. 28. 
Prov, iii. 5, 0; x.vL 
3. 
Ps .. XXV. 4; cxf.J::. 
133.' 

Collects for 8th and 
9th Sundays after 
Trinity. 

On how many little 
incidents, of which 
the parties at the 
time think nothing, 
do some of the 
greateat events of 
their lives depend. 

God, who appoints 
the end, appoints 
also all the means 
which lead to it. 

See on Prov. xvi. 9. 

xx. 26. A w:.Se king scattereth !lie wicked, and bringetl, the 1rlteel ore1· 
tliem. ( Explained p. 30.) 

David's punishment of the Amalekite (2 Sarn. i. 2-
16), and of Reche.b e.nd Bannah. 2 &111. iv. 5-12. 

Solomon's punishment of Adonijah, Joe.b, and Shimei. 
1 Kiugs ii. 24. 28-34. 39-46. P'r<Yl1. xvii. I 1. 

Amaziah acted wisely in punishing Jozachar and 
Jehozabad, who had murdered his father. 2 Kings xii. 
21. 2 Citron. xxv. 3, 4. 

Asa. removed his·mother from being queen becanse 
of her idolatry. 2 Chron. xv. 16. See on PrO'D. xxv. 4, 5. 

Nehemiah chased one of the sons of Joiada, the son 
of the high priest, from him, depriving him of all the 
privileges of the priesthood, on account of his ungodly 
marriage. See Poole. Nel,. xiii. 28. See alse verses 
15--21, his decision respecting sabbath-breakers. 

Parable of the ten pounds. Luke xix. 27. 

Prov. xx. &. 
Rom. xiii. I -4. 
Ps. ii. 11, 12. 
2 Thess. i. 8. • 
11 National happi­
ness must be pro­
duced through the 
influence of relt­
glous laws!'-Sou­
they. 
He hurts the good 
who spares the bad. 
Prayer for tho 
Church Militant : 
11 And grant all are 
put in authority .. 
ministor justice to 
the punishmcut of 
wickedness," &c. 

xx. 2i. T!,e spirit of man is the candle of tl,e Lord, searclting all tlw 
imcard parts- of tke belly (i. e. I.tie most secret thoughts). 

Such is the force of conscience, that Joscph's bre­
thren, more than twenty years afte1· the commission of 
their sin, were convicted of it by their own consciences. 
Gen. xiii. 21; xliv. lG. 

Pharaoh. Exod. ix. 27; x. 17, 

u Nothing doth so 
powerfully call 
home the con-
srience as afflic­
tion i neither needs 
there any other a,t 
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Adonibezel1. Judg. i. 7, 
Snul. l Sam. xxiv. 16, 17; xxvi. 2l. 
Nehemiah penetrated: into Snnballat's secret designs, 

sons not to be deceived by them. Neh. vi. 1-4. &e 
Bp. Patrick. 

The assembled multitude on Mount Carmel ; convic­
tion of guilt stopped their mouths, when Elijah, though 
alone, charged them with sin. l Kings xviii. 21. 

Herod's remark concerning the resuITection of John 
the Baptist (Mark vi. 16), though he was (as Josephns 
relates) a Sadducee. (Matt. xxii. 23.) This is a strik­
ing instance of the power of conscience overcoming, 
against a man's own will, the sophistries of infidelity. 

The traitor Judas, at the very moment of his suc­
cess. Matt. xxvii. 4, 5. Job xx. 15. 
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of memory for sin 
besides misery."­
Bp. Ha/1. 
Job xxxii. 8. 
Rom.ii. 15. 
Heb. iv. 12, 13. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

Dy the helj> of rea­
son we can judge of 
other men, by that 
of conscience, our­
selves. 

Collect for 5th Sun­
day after Easter. 

Ch. xx. 30. '1716 blueness of a wound ckanseth away e-r:il: so do stripel tT,e 
imcard parts of the belly. 

This probably refers to the benefit of severe correc­
tion in reclaiming the sinner, of which the following 
are instances :-

Manasseh, thewickedsonofpious Hezekiah. (2 Chron. 
xx,tlii. 12, 13.) God heals- us by affliction when we 
are wounded by sin. 

The Jews~ by their severe ca.ptivity in :6abylon. 
Compare their state of mind before their captivity 
(2 Chron. xxxvi. 14-16) and after it. (Ezra ix. 4. 
Neh. viii. 18; ix.) It is evident.that 1;1othing short of 
so sharp and grievous a re.medy would have effected 
their cure. Some are. like meta.ls, which nothing but 
a fierce fire can purge. M<1l. iii. 2, 3. 

Proud Nebuchadnezzar's. humility after his awful 
punishment. (Dan. iv. 34-37.) By public p1·oelama­
tion he confessed his guilt, and praised God fo1• his 
chastisement. 

The prodigal son; Luke xv. 16-20 

Prov. xxii. I 5 ; 
:xxvi. 3. 
Heh. xii. 6-10. 
Job XJ<xiv. 31, 32. 

Afflictions often 
come to remind us 
of neglected duties. 

Dy affliction God 
separates the soul 
He loves from the 
sin He hates. 

Adversity kills 
those corruptions 
which prosperity 
bred. 

xxi. l. TTte king's heart is ir. tTte /,and of the Loi·d, as the ri'llers of u:ater: 
1,e t111'neth it, 1tT,ithersoew· Tte u:ill. (Explained p. 3l.) 

The obedience of Ahab to Elijah, on whose destruc­
tion he had been so intent. (1 Kings xviii. 10.) Elijah 
was, humanly speaking, in his power; but instead of 
destroying him, Ahab suffered Elijah to destroy fou1· 
hundred of his prophets. l K·ings xviii. 40. 

Sennacherib, the rod of God's anger, nnd the staff 
in his hand. Isa. x. 5-7, 

Nebuchadnezzar's ambition wn.s ove1•1'1Jled to punish 
Tyre (Ezek. xxix. 18, &c.), Egypt (Jer. xliii. 10-12), 
and the Jews. (Jer. xxxii. 28. 2 ]Cings xxiv. 3.) It 
would have been much more to Nebuchadnezzar's 
worldly advantnge to have cultivated the land of Judah, 
as the kings of Assyria did with Samaria, when they 
took the ten tribes captive; but in leaviug Judah de-

G (j 

11 Theytliatgodown 
to the sea in ships, 
nnd occupy by the 
great waters, they 
see the works of th,! 
Lord and his won­
ders in the deep, 
for God is marvel­
lous in the surges 
and tempests of tho 
sea i He is mar­
vellous in the fir­
mament of heaven, 
but much more 
marvellous is He 
in the surges and 

tli~r~h~~;~:••u.~J 



1.56 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS DY 

solate for sevent,y years, we see how God overi-uled the 
counsels and decrees of this mpacious conqueror, time 
to sacrifice his worldly interest, to fulfil, without intend­
ing it, the word of fu>d as spoken by Moses (Lcr. xxvi. 
34) and Jeremiah. J,.,., xxv. 9-11 with 2 Chro11. 
xxxvi. 21. 

Cyms, without his knowing it, was an instrument bf 
God's pro,·idence in the capture of Babylon; and also 
in showing so much kindness to so hated and despised 
a people as the Jews were, though himself a heathen. 
Im. xiv. 5. Ezra i. l. 

Darius, king of Persia (but nlso called king of As­
syria, as having conquered those countries). Ezra 
,·i. 22. 

Art.axerxes ( Ezra vii. 27) aiding in the accomplish­
ment of Jcremiah's prophecy of the return of the Jews 
(Jer. xxv. II, 12), conveyed riches and plenty to the 
people of fu>d, desolated by their captivity in Babylon. 
\Vho could ha.Ye looked for such an edict from a Pe1·­
siau. No Solomon, no David could have said mo1·e.­
Bp. Hall. 

Ahasuerus : ( l.) His forgetfulness to reward Mor­
decai when he discovered the plot. (2.) His sleep 
fleeing from liim on that night (Est/1. vi. l) on the 
morrow of which llfordecai's destruction was deter­
mined, and its issue in Mordecai's honour (Esth. vi. 4), 
by a series of events apparently the most accidental. 
(Estli. vi. 1-6.) (3.) Also the disposition of Ahasuerus 
to listen to Esther. ( 4.) His sudden disgust with his 
favourite Haman. (Est!,. vii.) These circumstances 
all combining for the preservation of the Church of 
God, threatened with utter extermination, remarkably 
illustrate God's providence, and the control of the 
king's heart to effect it. Ahasuerus was one of the 
most capricious of men. 

The decree of Augustus, without any intention on 
his part, caused the fulfilment of Micah's prophecy 
(Mu:. v. 2), by bringing Mary to Bethlehem, Luke ii. 
1-7, 

[Ch. xxi. 2, 

may we behold the 
><ork of hi• hnnda. 
Thi• Is the shop of 
his power, of his 
,vlsdom, of his light 
and truth,and right­
eousness, and pa­
tience, nnd mercy. 
Here may we see 
the children ofllght 
and the children 
of darkness ; the 
vessels of honour 
and the vessels of 
shan1e; the assaults 
of falsehood and the 
glory and victory of 
truth."-Bp.Je10ell. 

This pro,•erb 
strongly implies the 
importance of pray­
er for. those in au• 
lhority, a duty often 
enforced in Scrip­
ture, and in the ser­
vices of the Church. 

1 Tim. ii. I, 2. 

Communion Ser­
vice: 2nd Collect 
for the Queen. 

C7,. xxi. 2. Eury u;ay of a man is 1-iglit in his ou;n eyes: but tl,e Lord 
pondcret/1 the hearts. 

Micah thought himself right, though tempting a, I Sam. ii. 3. 
Levite to the twofold crime of acting as 11, priest Lam. iii. iu, 
(Numb. xvi. 40) and committing idolatry. (Judg. xvii. "Every man may 
13.) Good intentions, when men pay no attention to take it for granted 
Go<l's wor<l, may prove a dangerous source of self- that he has a grcut 
c! • d f • deal of sclf-par-

eceptton an ° 6111 • tlalily, lill from the 
Saul's confidence that he had obeyed the voice of strictest obscrrn­

tlie Lord ( I Sam. xv. 13-20), and that a regard to tion u1,on himself 
religion had been Hhown, by reserving the best of the ~':as~~d• f~r.rtit~~:~{ 
fipoil for sacrifice (I Sam. xv. 21), when God, who pon- olherwi,c." __ Bp. 
de1·eth the heart, charges him with pride (1 Sam. xv. Bllllcr. The heart 



to xxi. 7.J SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

17), covetousness ( 1 Sain. xv. 19), rebellion and stub­
bomness ( I Sam. xv, 23), and the rejection of his word. 
I Sain. xv. 26. 

David, during the nine months which were occupied 
in executing the vain-glorious command to number the 
people, seems not to lmve had any misgivings as to its 
sinfulness, though Joll:b had remonstrated with him on 
the subject. (2 Sam. xxiv. I Chron. xxi.) God's punish­
ment of him for such an act, which many might not 
consider any sin, is n remarkable instance of his notice 
of our motives, that He ponderelh the heart, God, in 
that which is done, respecteth the mind and intention 
of the doer.-Hooker. 

Judah, in the time of Jeremiah, insisting upon their 
innocence, but reproved by God for courting the alli­
ance of foreign idolaters, and thus implying their dis­
trust·of God's protection. Jer. ii. 35, 36. 

The rich young man supposed, from his ignorance 
of the spirituality of God's law, that he bad kept all 
God's commandments. M01Tk x. 20-23. 

James and J obn, in desiring to call down fire from 
heaven. Luke ix. 54-56. 

The Jews alluded to by St. Paul. (Rom. ii. 17-23.) 
Many condemn the sin they themselves live in. 2 Sain. 
xii. 5-7. 

The Corinthian Church, while tolerating a grievous 
sin, were yet puffed up. l Cor. v. 2-6. 

The Galatian Church imagined they were attaining 
to perfection by subjection to the Mosaic law (Gal. iii. 
3), while, by so doing, they were rendering Christ of 
none effect to them. Gal. v. 4. 
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being described by 
God as deceitful 
above all things. 
Jer. xvii. 9. 

•• All true remedy 
must begin at the 
heart. The weight!; 
and wheels are 
there, and the clock 
strikes according to 
their motion." -
A bp. Leighton. 

Communion Ser­
vice. The Collect: 
"Almighty God,un­
to whom all hearts 
be open," &c. 

See on Prov . .xiv. 
12; xvi. 2, 

Cl,. xxi. 3. To do justice and judgment is more acceptal,le to the Lo,·d 
tl,a n sacrifice. 

Saul. l Sam. xiii. 10-13; xv. 22. 
Israel, in the time of Amos. Amos v. 21-24. 
Judah, in the time of Isaiah. Isa. i. 11-17. 
God's command to the Isrnelites when He brou<>ht 

them out of the land of Egypt. Jer. vii. 22, 23. " 
The Phnrisees. llfatt. ix. 13. 
'l'he Scribe who came to our Lord (ilfark xii. 33), 

saw the force of the truth implied in this proverb. 

Matt. vii. 12. 
Micoh vi. 6-S. 
Ps. Ii. 10. JG, 17. 

He who prays as he! 
ought, will endea­
vour to Ii ve as he 
prays. 

See on Prov. xv. 8. 

":xi. 7, 7'1,e robbei·y of the wicked 1/wl,l desti-oy tltem; because t/,,y refuse to 
do Jurlgment. 

The princes of Judah, in the time of Isniah, takin<> Prov. xxviii. 24. 
bribes to pervert justice, were threatened with God'~ 
vengeance. ba. i, 23, 24. 

'fhe Jews, in the time of Jeremiah, stole and 
practisecl other gross sins, and yet nttended at the 
temple, as though they could make ameuds to G"d for 
their sins by the discharge of such duties; but God 

A l.Jargain is some~ 
times ns unmerciful 
ns n rol.Jl.Jen•. 
Prov. xx. f-t 
Lev. xix. 1 I. 
I l'hcss. iv .. G. 

threatened to cast them out of his sight. Jer. vii. 0- Co!echisin: "Duty 
1 I. 15. towanls my neigh-
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The heads of the house of Jacob, aud the princes of 
the house of Israel, as refe1Ted to by Micah, in a pro­
phecy of their destruction by the Romans, literally 
fulfilled, the ground being then plowed up where the 
temple had stood. M'u. iii. 9-12 *. 

Cl,. xxi. 8. Tlw way of man is fi-01ca,·d and stm11ge : 

The perverseness of the Babel builders, scarcely 100 
years after the flood, themselves the descendants of 
holy l'ioah, and so acting in his lifetime. Gen. xi. 

One remarkable illustration of this, that man by 
nature is alienated from God and goodness, is the little 
effect of the most astonishing miracles in persuading 
men to obey and love God. For iLstance : 

The plagues of Egypt hardened Pha.raoh's heart ; 
and he seems to have been more emboldened. to sin by 
those miracles of mercy which removed the plagues 
(E.tod. ix. 34), than by those of judgment which in­
flicted them. E:xod. ix. 27. 

The miracles witnessed by the Israelites in the wil­
derness, during a period of forty years (Ps. cvi. 7-22), 
and the testimony of Moses to their wickedness. at the 
close of his ministry. Deu!. ix. 7; xxxi. 27. 

Elisha's many miracles (2 Kings ii.-vi.) produced 
no amendment on the character either of the people 01· 
their kings ; and in less than 100 years, their iniquity 
was their ruin (2 Kings xvii. 5-18), and they were 
spared thus long only through God's compassion and 
respect to his covenant with Abraham. 2 Kings xiii .. 23. 

The miracles of our Lord in less than three years 
were more in number than those which had been 
wrought by all before him in 4000 years (Jolm xx. 30; 
xxi. 25) ; but he was rejected, despised, murdered by 
the people among whom he wrought them. Among 
the most astonishing of his. miracles was the l'aising of 
Lazarus ; but the effect on the chief priests was, that 
they consulted how they might put Laza1·us also to 
death. Jolin xii. 10. 

J ehu affected great zeal for the Lord (2 Kings x. 
16), but his heart not being right with God, his con­
duct was marked by gross inconsistency : thus, though 
destroying the worship of Baal (2 Kings x. 18-28), 
lie maintained the two calves of Dan and Bethel. 
(2 ICi11_qs x. 29.) We must not judge of ourselves ~y 
what we sometimes say and do, but by the gene1·al dis­
position and tendency of the heart and affections.-Bp. 
Horne. Words tell what we profess, deeds what we 
are. ObserYe also Jehu's deceit in destroying the 
prophets of Baal (2 Kings x. 18, 19), forgetting that 

[Ch. xx.i, 8, 

bour/' "to ltecp my 
hands from picking 
nnd stealing," &c. 
Luke YI. 31. 

Gen. vi. 5. 
Job XY. H-16. 
Eccles. vii. 29 ; ix. 
3. 
Eph. 'ii. 2, 3. 
Tit. iii. 3. 
Article ix. Of ori­
ginal ar birth sin. 
Art. x. On free 
will. 

The clue to the 
knowledge of map, 
to tlle reason of the 
perverseness, tbe 
strange contrarie­
ties and incon­
sistencies of his 
,vay, is that human 
nature is depraved 
and fallen from 
God: "the compli; 
cated knot of his 
~ondilion, has its 
mysterious folds in 
this abyss." - See 
Pascal. 

11 Buman nature is 
like a bad clock. It 
may go right now 
and then, or be 
made to strike the 
hour, but its inward 
frame is to go 
w.rong." 

"That on.y s Chris­
tian practice which 
flows from Chris­
tian principles, and 
none else will be 
admitted as such 
by Him who will be 
obeyed an<l wor­
shipped in spirit 
and in truth."­
Wilberforce. 

0 Lord, my God, 
my soul is in ruins, 
do thou repair it; to 
whom shall I cry 
but to thee. - St, 

.., Terentius Rufus left by Titus to command the army, tore u11 with a ploughshare 
the foundation ofthe

1
Temple. EuselJius mentions that he saw it thus lying in ruins. 

-Sec Bp. PfJrteus. 



to, xxi. 13. J SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

"we must never do any thing for religion which is 
against religion " ( T-illotson) ; that we must not do evil 
that good may come. 

Herod did many things, and heard John gladly. 
(Mark vi. 20.) He had so much religion as to make 
scruple of an oath, though not of a murder. So self­
deceived is the heart of man, that while he gives him­
self over to some sins he stops at others less flagrant. 

The multjtude had been very attentive to hear our 
Lord (Luke'xix. 48), and had welcomed him with en­
thusiasm into J ernsalem ; but their hosannas not 
arising from a heart under the influence of right prin­
ciples (Matt. xxi. 8, 9), were in less than a week ex­
changed for the no less vehement cry of " Crucify him ! 
Crucify him!" Luke xxiii. 18-23. 

The Lycaonians' conduct to Paul. .A.cts xiv. 11. I 8, 19. 

but asfoi-t'he pure, 1,is work is 1-ight. (Explained p. 50.) 

Moses acting from pure motives and principles, his 
conduct was consistent (Heb. iii. 2), and p1·esents a 
striking contrast to the Israelites, whose professions of 
obedience (Ezod. xix. 8 ; xxiv. 3. 7) were so soon fol­
lowed by rebellion, and that even at the foot of Mount 
Sinai. Ezod. xxxii. 

Daniel stood the ,scrutiny of his bitterest enemies 
(Dan. vi. 4), and was, through a long life (reaching to 
ninety years), au eminent example of holiness (Dan. 
xii. 13), a just man, walking in his integrity. Pro~. 
xx. 7. 

Nebuchadnezzar's way, on the contrary, was froward 
and strange. After a solemn declaration bhat God 
was the God of gods (Dan. ii. 47), he set up an idol in 
the plain of Dura, threatening to destroy all who would 
not worship it. The astonishing miracle which he saw 
in the fiery furnace (Dan. iii. 25), though it produced 
a great impress ion on him at the time, offered no eft'ec­
tWll check to his pride, though distinctly warned of its 
consequences. Dan. iv. 27. 30. 

Petet· contrasted with Simon llfagus. Acts viii. 13. 
10-21. 
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Augustin's Con­
fessions, in whose 
early history, as 
there exhibited, is a 
remarkable illustr~ 
tion of the truth 
contained in this 
proverb. 

General Confession. 
Collect for 4th Sun­
day after Easter. 

Luke ,·i. 43-45. 
Acts xv. 9. 
Tit.ii. H. 
l Pet. i. 22, 23. 

A true Christian 
will be guided by 
the strictest rules 
of honour and ho­
nesty in all bis in­
tercouxse with bis 
fellow creatures, 
avoiding-all equi'f'o­
c:a.tion, cnft, and 
imposition, how­
ever profitable, or 
sanctioned by cus­
tom. 

Collect for 1st Sun­
day • after Easter, 
and 19th Swiday 
after Trinity. 

Cl,. xxi. 13. 'Whoso stoppetl, 1,fa eai·s at tl,e cry of tl,e poor, lie also shall 
cry himself, but shall not be heai·d. 

The Jews in the time of Zechnriah (Zecli. vii. 9-14), 
nnd in the time of Jeremiah. (Jei·. xxxiv. 15-22.) 
The awful punishment threatened to Zcdekinh, the 
princes, and the people. Under alarm of invasion from 
Nebuchadnezzar, they entered into solemn covenant to 
set their slnYes free ; but when the immediate danger 
was passed, by N ebuchadnezzal' raising the siege of 
Jerusalem, in consequence of Phal'aoh, king of Egypt, 
comiug to its assistance, the J cws brought their lire-

Deut. xv. 7-15. 
James ii. 13. 
Matt."-""· 41-45. 
Prov. xix. 17. 

If the cries of tho 
poor nre not hear<l 
by us, they will be 
heard against us. 
Exod. xxii. 23. 
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thren again under an oppressive subjection, Jer. xxxiv, 
l O, 11. 

Parable of the unmerciful servant. .lfa!t. xviii. 
30-34. 

The rich man. Lde xvi. 10-21. 24, 25. Pror. 
xxix. 7. 

Cl,. xxi. 16. The 11uiii tll,(1,I, tcandereth 011t of t!te way of undel"s!and·ing 
sl1aU remain in the congregation of the dead. ( Explained p. 60.) 

Saul trifled with the authority of God's word at 
Gilgnl (1 Sam. xiii. 13; see also l Sam. xv. 11), and 
never after recove1·ed his steps. He ended a. wretched 
life by a yet more wretched death (1 Sa111. xxxi. 4), 
which consigned him to everlasting woe. 

AhiLhophcl's apostacy (Ps. Iv. 14) and self-destruc­
tion. 2 Sam. xvii. 23. Job xx. 4-8. 

Judas sinned wilfullv after he had received a know­
ledge of the truth (Heb. x. 26); an apostle (Luke vi. 
16), a devil (Jolm vi. 70), the son of perdition (John 
x,·ii. 12); a preacher to others (Acts i. 17, Matt. x. 
4, 5), himself a castaway. Acts i. 25. 

J c:horam, wandering from the precepts and example 
of his pious father Jehoshaphat, lived a wicked life, 
and came to a miserable end. 2 Citron. xxi. 

Jchoahaz, Jehoinkim, Zedekiah, the sous of pious 
Josiah, and the people generally, after his death, 
wandering from God, destruction soon overtook them. 
Zeph. i. 6. Jer. xiv. 10, &c.; xxii. 8, 9. 

The licentious. Pro1J. ii. 19. 
The drunkard, tied and bound by the chain of his 

sins. Prot. xxiii. 35. See 011 Pro'D. xxvi. 11. 
The false teachers under the Gospel, and those who 

followed them. 2 Pet. ii. 1-3. 17-21. Jude 12, 13. 
Ph"d. iii. 17-19. 

Hymenreus and Alexander, who made shipwreck of 
faith, not by renouncing Christianity, but by maintain­
ing such doctrines as overtlu·ew the faith. 1 Ti111. i. 20. 
2 Tim.ii, 18. 

Ps. cxxv. 5. 
Ezek. xviii. 20. 24. 
I John Ii. 19. 
I Cor. xv. 33. 
Ps. cxiJ<. 10. 
E1od. xx. 8. " Re• 
member that thou 
keep holy the Sau­
bath day;" as the 
first step towards 
apostacy is gene­
rallySabbath-br,ak­
lng. 

The Sabbath Is a 
hedge and fence to 
all religion. If that 
be broken down, 
there will enter all 
disorders of lire to 
which men are 
prone. 

Litany : "Prom for­
nication, &c., all 
other deadly sin," 
&c. 

See on Prov. :\iii. 
20. 

xxi. 17. He that lo-cetl, pleasure aTtall be a poor man: l,e t!tat l<J'Det/1 
uine and oil 1!tall not be 1-ul,. (Explained p. :12.) 

Samson. Judg. xvi. 1-21. 
The careless daughters of Judah, lovers of pleasure 

more than lovers of God. Isa. xxxii. 9-11. 
Babylon, besotted with present enjoym?)'t, and ut­

terly thougl,tless as to the future. Isc,. xlvu. 8, 9. 
Kineveh notorious even in profane history• fo1· its 

careless U:erriment and licentious dissipation, was 
brought to ruin by it. Zepl,. ii. 15. 

l'rov. xxl. 20; xxlil. 
21; xxviil. 19. 
11 Economy is in• 
come.'' 
De not made a beg­
gar by banqucLing 
upon borrowing, 
"'hen thou )inst 
nothing in thy 
1mrsc, for thou shall 

• "Ilettr::r than merry Ninc,·ch," is recorckd by Diodorus SJculus, as n common 
pro,·erl.Jial comparison.-Bp. Gra!J, 
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The prodigal son. Luke xv. 13-16. Pro~. xiii. 25. 
The rich man in the po.ro.l,le, loving plea.!lure ancl 

neglecting Goel, wanted at last a. clrop of water to cool 
his tongue. Luke xvi. 24. 

The 1,rosperity attending self-clcnying industry, vigi­
lant economy, and attention to household duties, is 
beautifully exhibited Prov. xxxi. 13-30, and ma.y be 
contra.!lted with the foolish woman who plucks down 
her house (Pro~. xiv. I), bringing her husband to 
poverty by improvidence, expensive ha.bits, love of 
dress, vain company, &c. 
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lie in wait for thy 
lire and be talked 
or. 
Ecclua. xvJii. 23. 
Luke xxi. 34. 
I Tim. v. 6. 
Eceles. xL ~-

Ch. xxi. 18. Tl,,e wwked shall be a ransom f<>T the rigltteous, and the 
transgressor for tlie uprigltt. 

Achan for the Israelites. Jos/1. vii. 4, 5. 10-26. 
-Poole. 

The Lord ransomed his Church by desolating Egypt 
(Exod. xii. 29, &c. Isa. xliii. 3, 4), and slew Sennache­
rib's army to ransom Hezekiah and J erusa.Jem. 2 Kings 
xix. 34, 35.-Scott. 

The following re­
ferences suggest a 
striking contrast. 
Isa. Jiii. 4, 5. 
2 Cor. v. 21. 
I Pet. iii. 19. 

See on Prov. xi. 8. 

xxi. 21. He that follou:eth after ri!,hteousness and mercy, findet/1 life, 
righteousness, and l,onour. 

Abraham followed after righteousness (Gen. xii. 4; 
xxii. 3. 10) and mercy (Gen. xiv. 14; xviii. 23-32), 
and fonnd life (Gen. xxv. 7, 8), 1ighteousness (Gen. 
xv. 6; Rom. iv. 3), a.nd honour (Gen. xxii. 17, 18), 
being respected by his fellow-creatures (Gen. xiv. 18, 
19; xxiii. 5, 6), and distinguished as the friend of 
God (2 Citron. xx. 7 ; Isa. xii. 8; James ii. 23), and 
father of all those that believe (Rom. iv. 11). His de­
scendants in the time of Paul followed after righteous­
ness, and found it not, because they sought it not by 
faith. Rom. ix. 31 32. 

Ps. cxii. 1-3. 
Prov. xdi. 4. 
Hosea vi. 5. 
Matt. v. 6. 
I Tim. iv. 8. 
2 Pet. i. 5-11. 
Heb. xii. H. 
He that follows the 
Lord fully, will find 
goodness and mercy 
following him con­
tinually. 
Ps. xxiii. 6. 
Collect for 14th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

xxi. 22. A IMSP. 111a11 scaleth the city of the mighty, and castet/1 doirn 11,e 
sti·engtl, of the confidence thereof _ 

Joshua's stratagem ngainst Ai. (Josh. viii. 4-0.) 
He showed also his wisdom in taking Jericho by his 
faith nncl obedience, in following God's directions, 
Josh. vi. 3, &c. Heb. xi. 30. 

'l'he woman, at whose suggestion Abel was saved 
and Sheba's rebellion crushed. (2 Sam. xx. 16-22.) 
,visclom is better than weapons of wa.r. Eccles. ix. 18. 

The menus by which Pnul overthrew he1tlhenism at 
Corinth. l C'<>T. ii. 1-7. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Zecl1. iv. G. 

Eccles. ,·ii. 19; ix. 
14-18. 
Job xxviii. 28. 
A "lse m~n by in­
genuity, prudence, 
circnmspection and 
pers~\'erance, may 
surmount the great­
est dllTiculties. 
See on Pro\'. xxiv. 
5. 

xxi. 27. The sacrifice of the icicked is ab01ninatfo11, hoio 11111cl1 mor~ u:hen 
lie brillget/1 it 1citl1 a u:icked mind. 

Absalom's vow to God, a cloak for his rebellion Ps. iv. 4, 5. 
against his father. 2 Sam. xv. 7-13. Dis&emblcd holi-
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Jeroboarn'a worship (l Kings xii 26-33; xiii. l neos I• double lnl­
-3. 34) ; wherein his hea.1·t de,•ised wicked imagi- quity. 
nations. P,YJ,,,._ vi. 18. 

Jezebel's fast, in order to murder Naboth. I Ki11gs 
xxi. 9. 12. Pro~. xix. 28. 

The Pharisees' prayers, that they might the mo1·e See 011 Prov. xv. s. 
effectually gratify their covetousness, Matt. xxiii. 14. 29; xxviii .. 9. 

Git. xxi. 28. A fa/,se witness shall perish: 

Pashur the priest, the chief governor of the house 
of the Lord, who prophesied in opposition to Jere­
miah, not that which he bad heard from _God, but that 
which he had devised in his own heart. Jer. xx. 4-6. 
See also xiv. 13. 15. 

Hananiah the son of Azur. Jei·. xxviii. 1-4 10-
17, 

The false prophets Ahab and Zedekia.h ; the king of 
Babylon roasting them in the fire. Jer. xxix. 21, &c. 

Shemaiah, who brongbt destruction on his family as 
well as on himself. Jer. xxix. 31, 32. 

Amaziah the chief priest or president over the 
idolatrous worship at Bethel, in the time of Jeroboam. 
the Second, and the false accuse1· of the prophet Amos. 
Amos vii. 10-17, 

but the man tltat lieai·etfi speakctk coristantly. 

The undeviating, consistent, and undaunted tes­
timony of the Apostles to the resurrection of ou1· 
Lord ; because they spoke not of their own invention, 
and from worldly motives, but that which they had 
seen and heard, though in so doing they sacrificed 
every worldly hope. Peter, immediately after the 
resurrection (Acts ii. 24 ; iii. 15 ), and thirty years­
after (1 Pet. i. 3); though knowing that such testimony 
would bring him to an agonizing death. (John xxi. 18, 
19.) John, in his gospel (Jokn xx. xxi.), and in his 
first epistle ( I J okn i. I), and in the Book of the Re­
velation, chap. i. 11. Paul, to the Corinthians (l Cor. 
xv. 5-8); and just before his martyrdom to Timothy. 
2 Tim. i. 10-13; ii. 8. 

xxi. 29. A. wicked man liarriencth kis face. 

Cain, notwithstanding God's gracious expostulation 
wilh him. Gen. iv. 6, 7, 

Dathan aud Abiram came out and stood at· the door 
of their tent, as if in defiance of God and his ministers, 
at the moment when l1is wrath was ready to burst 
upon them. Numb. xvi. 27. Job xv. 25, 26. The worst 
kind of men are those who do not care when men 
see them do wrong. 

The Israelites in the wilderness, when in want of 
water (1Ymnb. xx. 3), their language was more re-

The Ninth Com­
mandment. 
Ps. cxix. 29. 163. 

The essence of a lie 
is the intention to 
deceive. 

See on Prov. xii. 
19; xiii. 5. 

Eph. iv. 25; vl. 13, 
14-. 

"Hear before you 
speak, and witness 
to nothing but what 
you have heard and 
seen and know to 
be true. It is more 
from carelessneee 
about truth than 
from intentionally­
ing that there is so 
much falsehood in 
the world." - Dr. 
Johnson. 

Eccles. viii. 11. 
Prov. xxix. I. 
Heb. iii. 12, 13. 

As no one becomes 
suddenly hardened 
in wickedness, how 
carel'ul shoulu we 
be to avoid the first 
steps to it; tlisre­
gartl of warnings, 
neglect of prirnto 
prayer, profanation 
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bellious, nnd sin greater, than that of their parents 
under the same circumstances (Rxod. xvii. 3 ), because 
they had had so many more warnings, 

The Egyptians, as alluded to by the priests of the 
Philistines. 1 Sam. vi. 6. 

Jeroboam, the son of Nebat; though so solemnly 
warned by what had happened to himself and the 
prophet of Judah. l Kings xiii. 4. 24. 33. 

Ahaziah's (king of Israel) hardened impenitence, 
even on his death-bed. 2 Kings i. 4, &c. 

Amon. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 21-23. 
Zedekiah (2 Chron. xxxvi. 12, 13) and Jehoiakim 

(Jei·. xxxvi. 23), sons of pioua Josiah. 
The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah (Jei·. v. 2, 3; 

viii. 12; xliv. 16, 17); and at Ephesus, in the time of 
Paul. Acls xix. 9. 

Judas, notwithstanding the peculiarly solemn and 
pointed warnings our Lord gaYe him, and his own 
deep conviction of our Lord's innocence, persisted in 
betraying him. (Matt. xxvi. 23-25. 47-49.) After 
our Lord had washed his feet the first use he makes 
of them is to go out and betray him. 

but as for tl,e uprigltt, he directeth his way. 

Contrast Pharaoh and David. Pharaoh was hard­
ened by God's mercy (Exod. ix. 34) ; David was ren­
dered more penitent by it. He penned the Ii. Psalm 
afte1· Nathan had said," 'l'he Lord hath put away thy 
sin, thou sbalt not die." 

Jehoshaphat profited by the loss of his fleet. (2 Clu·on. 
xx. 35-37. l Kings xxii. 40,49.) When our sin finds 
us out by afflict.ion, happy arc we if, by the light of 
affliction, we find out sin. 

Josiah (2 Kings xxii. 19), by the fear of the Lord, 
departed from evil. Pro~. xvi. 6. 

Hezekiah rendered not again according to the benefit 
doue unto him. He did foolishly in lifting up himself, 
but he soon humbled himself for the pride of his he:u·t. 
2 C!tro11, xxxii. 24-26. • 

'l'he Psalmist. Ps. cxix. 59. 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were enabled, 

through grace, to overcome their fear of man. John 
xix. 38, 39. Mark xv. 43. 

Peter, after his fall, hastened to return (Luke xxii. 
61, 62), and so did all the other Apostles except Judas. 

Paul hie constant self-examination and watchfulness 
over himself . .Acts xxiv. lG. lCor. ix. 27. Pror. iv. 26. 
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of the Sabbath, 
wicked companions. 
Hearken to the 
warnings of con­
science if yon would 
not feel it9 wounds. 

Litany: 
•• From hardness of 
heart," &c. 

Lam. iii. 40. 

" A good man doe:t 
not say,Wbatlhave 
a mind to that I 
will do; but, What 
does God require or 
me l What i• duty, 
what is prudence, 
what 19 for edifica­
tion 7 and so he does 
not force h.is way, 
but direct his way, 
by a safe and cer­
tain rulc."-Henry. 

Collect for 19th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

Sec on Pro,·. xx viii. 
13. 

Cl,. xxi. 30. T!tere is no u,isdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against 
tire Lord. 

The Babel builders. Gen. xi. 4-8. This proverb shows 
Pharaoh, whose crafty de,-ice to destroy the Isrnel- the folly or design-
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ites issued in their greater increase. Acts vii. 19. Erod. 
i. 20. 

Senuacherib, the son and successor of Shalmaneze1·, 
2 Ki.ngs xix. 20-28. 

The attempts of Sanballat, &c., against Nehemiah. 
Neh. iv, 15. • 

The ,·ery formidable att..'lck of Rezin, king of Syria, 
and Pelrn.h, king of Israel, against Ahaz. Isa. vii. 7. 

The utter extinction, threatened by Athaliah, of the 
royal family of David (2 ICings xi. 2), from whom the 
Messiah was to come, 2 &111. vii, 16. Luke i. 69. 

J onah's attempt to flee from the Lord seemed at 
first to succeed. He found a ship 1-eady to take him, 
but the event proved his folly. Jona!, i. 3. 13-15. 

Herod the Great, his counsel to destroy our Lord 
(lllatt. ii.) and his grandson's intention to murde1• 
Peter. Acts xii. 3-6. 

The history of the Church of God in every age, its 
perils and triumphs, may be referred to. Isa. liv. 17. 
&~. xvii. 14. See on Pro'IJ, xxi. 1, Bp. Jeu:ell's remark. 

Ing nny thing con­
trary to God'R will, 
and tmplles the se­
curity of those who 
obey It. (Job v. 12 
-IG.) The path of 
duty ls the only 
path or safety, (Ps. 
cxviii. 6. Rom. viii. 
31. I Pet. iii. JJ.) 
Let ii be our daily 
prayer lo be guided 
in it. Ps. cxllii. S­
I 0. 

See Prov. xix. 21, 

Ch. xxi. 31. The l,orse is prepared against tlte day of battle; but safety is 
of!he Lord. (Explained p. 37), • • 

Sisera had prepared nine hundred chariots of iron 
(Ju.dg. iv, 13); Barak had neither chariots nor horses, 
and trusting in God's promise declared to him by De­
borah, boldly marched down into the plain where the 
iron chariots could be used to the greatest advantage; 
but Barak conquered, and Sisera perished, Judg. iv. 
15, 16. Heb. xi. 32. 

'fhe determination of Israel not to ride on horses ; 
that is, to trust in them as their defence. Hosea xiv. 3. 

Pi;. xxxiii. 17, IS. 
Isa. xxxi. 1. 
Ps. iii. 8. 
Jer. ix. 21, 24. 

As there can he no 
success without 
God, never act but 
in dependence on 
Him. 

xxii. l. A good name is mther to be chosen than great i-ul,es, and lomn;1 
fawur ratlter tltai, sil-rer and gold. 

Abraham's anxiety to preserve a good name among 
his heathen neighbours, by so acting that they should 
not be able justly to impute any selfish motive to him 
in the rescue of the king of Sodom. Gen. xiv. 22, 23. 

Elisha. 2 Kings v, 16. 
Paul refused any pecuniary aid from the Corin­

thians, that it might be manifest that he did not wish 
to make a gain of them in preaching the Gospel. 2 Cor. 
xi. 9. 

Dorcas. How far rather to be chosen the loving 
fa,•onr, i. e. the esteem and affection, manifested by the 
widows' tears, lamenting her loss, than to have merely 
left behind her great riches, .Acts ix. 39. 

Phil. Iv. 8. 
Whatsoever things 
are lovely, what~ 
soever things are of 
good report,-thiuk 
on these things. 

Gain got with an 
evil name is da­
mage and Joss. 

See p. 44 on Prov. 
xv. 30. 
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Cl,. xxii. 3. A pi·udent man foi-e.,eeth tl,e e~il, anrl l,idetl, himself; but 
tltc irimple pass on, and are punislied •. 

Noo.h. Hrb. xi. 7. 
Servants of Pharaoh. E.~od. ix. 20, 21. 
Paul's solemn prepo.ration for the <lo.y of judgment 

(2 Cor. v. 9, 10), fleeing for refuge to the hope set be­
fore him in the Gospel. (Heb. vi. 18. Phil. iii. 0 with 
Isa. xxxii. 2.) Also his prudence in using means for 
the preservation of his life (Acts xxiii. 17, &c.); con­
trasted with Gedaliah's incredulity. Jer. xl. 13-16; 
xii. I, 2. 

The thoughtless young man alluded to by Solomon. 
(Eade~. xi. 9.) Multitudes perish from want of thought; 
they consider not that they do evil, and that the wrath 
of God is revealed against it. 

Prov. xiv. 16 ; 
xxvii. 12. 
1 Thess. v. 2-G. 
2 Pet. iii. 7-14. 

Strive to escape that 
.fire, out of which 
those who are once 
cast jn, can never 
eicape. Luke xvi. 
26. 

See on Prov. :xviii. 
10, and p. 23 on 
Pro-r. Yi. 6-S. 

xxii. 5. Tlwrns ar.d snai·es are in the way of the frou:ard: he tl,at dot!, 
keep ltis soul sliall be far from them. 

The evils brought against the Israelites y their 
disobedience in making league with the Canaanites, 
and by their stubbornness, as recorded iu the book of 
Judges (Judg. ii. 2, 3. Josh. xxiii. 12, 13); contrasted 
with their success when, under Joshua, they kept far 
from such intercourse. Josh. xxi. 43-45; xxiv. 31. 

Ahab. Trace the annoyances (1 Kings xvii. I ; 
xviil. 5; xxi. 4. 20) and snares (l Kings xxil. 6. 37) 
to which he exposed himself by his perverse neglect 
of the counsel of Elijah and Micaiah. 

Enoch kept liis soul. Like Noah, in the midst of 
abounding wickedness he walked with God. Gen. v. 22. 

xxii. 7. The borro1rer is senant to the lender. 

Eph. v. II. 
Prov. iv. ?3, 

Let him that would 
be little in tempta­
tion be n"luch in 
praj er. True prayer 
strikes at the root 
of all sin, and by it 
our souls are pre­
sen-ed safe in God's 
keeping. 

See on Prov. xiii. 
15; xv. 19. 

So the widow of the prophet found it. 2 Kings iv. l. Rom. xiii. B. 
The Jews in the time of Neheminh, who had mo1·t- "Some sell their 

gaged their land. Neh. v. 3-5. liberty to gratify their luxury.'~ 

xxii. 8. He that sowetlt iniquity shall reap ronity: 

Rebeko.11, doing evil that good might come, de­
sti-oyed all her domestic happiness. Gen. xxvii. 6-17. 
41-46. 

The Isrnelites ; the disappointment attending their 
dependence on idols. (Hosea viii. 7.) Whatevei- any 
man makes his god beside the true God, shall be some­
time his toi-mento1•. 

Job iv. 8. 
Hosea viii. 5-14 i 
x. 12. 
Gal. \'i. 7, S. 

Ill gotten gains will 
noL prosper. 

•. The importance ~r_providing_in summer against winter, and in youth and health 
agams~ the wants ans1og from sickness, old age, premature death, &c., by economy, 
belonging lo some Benefit Society, Savings' Bank, &c., may be enforced from thla 
prorerb. 
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and the rod of his a11g~1· shall fail. 
Dalak's attempt to curse Israel, by bribing Balaam, "Abu,ed power 

Numb. xxiv. 10. will not last." 

Solomon ; the adversn.ries God raised up to punish 
him for his sin (\ Ki11gs xi. 14. 23), and especially 
Jeroboam (I Kings xi. 31), whom he in vnin endea­
Youred to kill. l Kings xi. 40. 

Ahaziah, king of Israel, consulting Ba.alzebub, the 
god of Ekron, iu his sickness, and its consequences to 
himself; and also the failure of his a•.tempt to murde1· 
Elijah for reproving him. 2 Kings i. 9-17, 

Proud Sennacherib's attempt to destroy J erusaleru. 
2 Clu-011. xxxii. 21. Isa. xxx. 31. 

Haman, an Amalekite, of the race of Agag, the op­
pressor of God's people. (Esth. v. 11-13; vii. JO.) 
His art.empt to injure them proved his own destruction. 

Ch. xxii. I 0. Cast out, the scorne1·, and contention shall go out; yea, atrife 
a11d reproach shaU cease, 

Ishmael, whose mocking of Isaac ( Gen. x.xi. 9-12) Prov. x.xvi. 21. 
arose fr~m contempt of God's p1•omises, and mockery ~~tt f;"!i:{.·

116
, 

of true religion. Gal,, iv. 29. 

xxii. l l. He that lm:eth pureness of heart, Joi· .the grace of l,is Ups the 
Icing shall be his frie1ul. ( Explained p. l 7.) 

Joseph. Gen. xii. 39-45. 
Oba.dia.b, who feared the Lord from his youth 

( l Kings xviii. 12), obtained the confide11-ce even of 
Ahab. l Kings xviii. 3. 

Elisha was visited on his death-bed by Joasb, king 
of Israel, who felt that Elisha, by his example, coun­
sels, and prayers, had been the chief defence of his 
throne and kingdom. 2 Kings xiii. 14. 

Ezra, a man of deep humility (Ezra ix. 10-15), and 
fervent zeal for God's honour (Ezra vii. 10; viii. 21-
23), was highly honoured by Artaxerxes. Ezra vii. 6. 

Nehemiah. Neh. ii. 4-6. 
Daniel was eminent for integrity, holiness, and 

wisdom, and though a captive, was held in high esteem 
by the Babylonian kings Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. i. HJ) 
and Belsha.zzar (Dan. v. 29), and by the Persian kings 
Darius, &c. (Dan. vi. 3), who ove1-threw the Babylo­
nian empire. 

xxii. 12. Tke eyes of tlte Lord p1·ese1·ve knowledge, 

This may be illustrated by the wonderful providence 
of God in preserving a knowledge of Himself in the 
world by raising up, instructing, and protecting faith­
ful men, as Euoch, Noah, Abraham, &c.; and espe­
cially hy the preservation of the ScriJltures, when those 
to whom they were committed (Ro1n. iii. 2)-(l) were 

I Tim. v. 22. 
Matt. v. 8. Sllo,ring 
the high value 
which the King of 
kings sets on pure­
nese of heart. 

Two last versicles 
in the l\lorning 
Prayer, before the 
Collect for the day. 

Collect fDr Sixth 
·sunday after the 
Epiphany. 

I Pet. i. 24, 25, 
Matt. xxiv. 35. 
2 Chron. xvi. 9. 
Prov. ii. 7, 8. 

" Cities •hall fall, 
kingdoms shall 
come to nothing, 
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so persecutecl (Jud9es.~i. 2-6 .. I Sam. xiii. 20_._ 2 l'hron. 
xii. 2-4. 2 Kin9s xvu. 6; xx,v.; xxv. Jer. l11. See also 
I J[aooab. i. 66, 67),-(2) showecl such neglect nncl 
contempt of them, as appears from their frequent 
idolatries (see also 2 Kings xxii. 8. Jer. xxxvi. 23).­
(3) The most admired teachers among the Jews made 
the Scriptures of none effect by their traditions (Matt. 
xv. 3),-(4) while in late1· ages others have attempted 
to corrupt them to support their eITors, ancl yet 
through thousands .of years they have been preserved 
unaltered. 

ancl he o~erthroweil, t/,e words of the transgressor •. 

Ahithophel. (2 Sam. xvii. 14.) Worldly wisdom is 
no protectiou against shame and ruin. Job xviii. 7, 8. 

The prophetess Noadiah (Neh. vi. 1-16) and othe1· 
opposers of Nehemiah. 

Tatnai, Shetharbozna, and. other opposers of Ze­
l'Ubbabel and Jeshua in rebuilding the temple, suc­
ceeded for a time (E"11'a iii. 3-13; iv.), but their de­
signs were ultimately overthrown. Ezra v, ; vi. 

The council of the Sanhedrim to slay the Apostles, 
defeated through one of their'own body. Aots v. 34, &c. 

Tertullue :flattered Felix (Acts xxiv. 2, 3), Paul re­
buked him (Aots xxiv. 25); but Felix, though a ve-ry 
bad man, was not persuaded by Tertullus to destroy 
Paul (Aots xxi.v. 27), God having determined that 
Paul should bear witneBS of Him Rt Rome . .tl.et8 xxiii, 
ll. Pro1!. xii. 6. 

§ 3. PART III. 

CHAPTER XXII. 17.-:XXIV. 
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empires shall fade 
away as the smoke, 
but the truth or the 
Lord shall continue 
for ever. Burn it, 
It will rise again ; 
kill II, it will live 
again; cut it down 
by the root, it will 
spring again. No 
force shall be able 
to decay it. The 
gates of hell shall 
not prevail against 
it.-Bp. J ert·el/. 

C7,. xxii. 29. Seest tltou a man clili9e11t in his business 1 he sltall stcrncl 
before kings; ltc sltaU not stancl before mean men. (Explained p. 18.) 

Abmharn's servant, who, ns appears from Gen. xxiv. 
12. 66, wns eminently distinguished for his fidelity ancl 
diligence, ruled over nil that he ha.cl ( Gen. xxiv. 2), 
though very rich. Gen. xiii. 2 ; xxiii. 6. 

Jeroboam. l Kings xi. 28. See on Pro'IJ. xii. 24. 

Prov.x.4i xiil.4; 
:xxiii. 21. 
John xii. 26. 
Rev. iii. 21. 

• The attempts of infidels to deslroy Christianity have been overthrown. Thus 
Voltaire ridiculed the idea of the possibility of the Holy Land having been once so 
ferlilc as described in the Dible; but Volney, another infidel, has, in bis Travels, 
accumulated facts, which, in a most remarkable manner, confute Voltaire, and 
confirm the declarations of Scripture. Thus does God take the wise In their own 
craflineas. 
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Ch. xxiii. 2. Put a knife to thy throat iftho11 be a man gfren to appetite. 
(Explained p. 51.) 

ls:1,ac's appetite seems to h:we been n snare to him 
( Gen. xxv. 28; xxvii. 4); and this record of the in­
firmity of so truly pious a rna.n, should impress upon 
all, the necessity of continual watchfulness agninst the 
insinuation of habits of self-indulgence, especially of 
taking thought what to eat or what to drink. 

Esau, imitating his father's infirmity, but not his 
piety, was too intent on the present gratification of his 
appetite, without regard to consequences ; he was 
taken with the red colour of the pottage, and hence 
was branded with the name of Edom, as an abiding 
memorial of his sin and folly. Gen. xxv. 30. Heb. 
xii. 16. 

Paul speaks of those whose end is destruction, whose 
God is their belly. Pl,il. iii. 18, 19. 

Daniel and his frit>nds are an instance of well-regu­
lated appetites. Dan. i. 8-16. 

Prov. xxiil. 31, 32. 
Matt. xviii. 81 9. 
I Cor. ix. 27. 
Eph. v. 18. 
I John ii. 15, JG. 

An epicure digs his 
grave with his teeth. 
Gluttony kills more 
than the s,vorcl. 
u The gratifying 
sensual appetites 
ruin thousands of 
souls. If we use 
ourselves to self­
denial, we break 
the force of most 
temptations." 

Collect for the Cir­
cumcision of Christ. 

xxiii. 4. Labour not to be rich; cease jr01n tl,ine own wisdom. 

Lot was too anxious to be rich, and in his own way, 
rather than in dependence on God's blessing. Gen. xiii. 
10. 13. 

The rich fool in the parable seems to have been 
absorbed in the one object of accumulating property, 
and, regardless of God's providence, to hP.ve depended 
on his o,vn wisdom to secure and enjoy it. (I.tulce xii. 
17. Pror,, x. 16.) To be wise for this world only, is to 
be wise for a moment and fools for ever. 

Abraham (Gen. xiii. 2) and David (1 Chron. xxix. 
28) were very l'ich, but it was not for this they lived 
and laboured, but to honour God, depending on his 
blessing and guidance. Gen. xiv. 22, 23. l C/,ron. xviii. 
1 l ; xxix. 4. 14. 

Agur's pmyer seeking a competency, under a con­
viction of the danger both of riches and poverty. (Pro». 
xxx. 8, 9.) 'l'he greatest wealth is contentment with 
little. 

Jeremiah's advice to Baruch. (Jer. xiv. 5.) It is 
not our part to choose what we should be, but to be 
what we are to God's glory. 

Isa. Iv. 2 
Matt. vi. 33. 
Luke xii. 15, 
John vi. 27. 
1 Tim. vi. 9, I 0. 

"It is a wise course 
to be jealous of our 
gain, and more to 
fear, than to desire, 
abundance." - " It 
is no easy thing to 
carry a full cup with 
an even band." -
Abp. Leigltlon. 

11 Beware you lose 
not your God in the 
crowd and hurry of 
earthly business." 
-Flavel. 

See on Prov. xxvili. 
20. 

xxiii. 9. Speak not in the ears of a fool; for he will despise llte wisdom 
of thy words. 

The prophet forbearing to warn Amaziah. 2 Clwon, 
XXV, }6, 

Our blessed Lord's silence, not condescending to 
enter into any vindication of his innocence before 
Caiaphas (Matt. xxvi. 63), who had predetermined his 
death before his trial. Jolin xi. 50. 

Prov. xiv. 7. 
Eccles. iii. 7. 

"Discretion in the 
choke of seasons for 
reproving is no less 
commendable and 
necessary than zeal 
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}'au! and B11rnabas turning from the Jews • .Acts 
XIU, 46. 

Paul at Corinth. (Acts xviii. G.) We may not be 
so silent as to betray the truth, we may not so speak 
as to give advantage to cavile.-Bp. Hall. 

Paul at Rome. Acts xxviii. 25-28. 

1G9 

and faithfu]nesg in 
reproving. \Yise 
mariners do not 
hoist sails in every 
wind."-Dp. llall. 

See on Prov. ix. s. 

Ck. xxiii. 22. Hear~n unto thy father tliat begat thee, and depise not 
tlty mother when sl,e is old. 

Isaac's submission to his father on Mowit Moriah, 
suffering himself to be bow1d on the altar, though pro­
bably more than twenty years old. Gen. xxii. !). 

Jacob's obedience to Isaac in not marrying into an 
wigodly family. Gen. xxviii. 1. 

Joseph's obedience to his father, in visiting his bro­
thers, though ill-disposed towards him, was prompt, 
self-denying, persevering. He entered into the spirit 
of his father's instructions, for not finding them at 
Shechem, he (though already haviug travelled forty 
miles) went on to Dothan, eight miles further, seeking 
diligently till he found them. ( Gen. xxxvii. 4. 13. 17.) 
He also showed great respect for his aged father when 
he became dependent upon him. Gen. xlvi, 29. 

Ruth's obedience to her mother-in-law Naomi, 
loving, honouring, and succouring her ( Rutl, ii. 22, 23); 
and Boaz' kindness to aged Naomi after liis marriage 
with Ruth. Ruth iv. 14, 15. See Poole. 

David's care for his aged father and mother, when 
in extreme danger himself. I Sam. xxii. 3. . 

Solomon's ma1·ked respect to his widowed mothor 
Bathsheba, though a sense of duty obliged him to deny 
her request. 1 Kings ii. 19. 

The Rechabites' (Jaazaniah and others) strict re­
gard to their father Jonadab's command. Jer. xxxv. 6. 

Our blessed Lo1•d affords a beautiful instance of 
filial piety. Luke ii. 51. Joltn xix. 26, 27. 

Prov. vi. 20; xv. 
20 j XIX. 17. 
Levit. xix. 3. 
Eph. vi. 1-3. 
2 Tim. iii. 1-5. 
u Peri1ous times 
shall come," &c. &:c. 
11 Men shall be dis­
obedient to pa­
rents," &c. This 
shows in how awful 
a light this sin is 
viewed in Scrip­
ture. 
"l'tly son, help thy 
father in his age, 
and grieve him not 
as long as he liveth i 
and if his under­
standing fail, have 
patience with him, 
and despise him not 
when thou art in full 
strength." 
Ecclus. iii. 12, 13. 

See on Prov. i. S. 

xxiii. 23. Buy the truth, sdl it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and 
understanding. 

The wise men. (Matt. ii.) By their long journey 
to Jerusalem, their boldness and perseverance under 
the discouragement they met with there, by the costli­
ness of their gifts, by their joy at finding the Saviour, 
though in such poverty, they showed the earnestness of 
their desire to buy the truth. 

Parable of the hidden treasure (J,Iatt. xiii. 44); and 
of the pead of great p1·ice. 1llatt. xiii. 45, 46. 

Peter, James, and John, sacrificed every thin,. to 
attain a saving knowledge of Christ. Luke v. I I. 

0 

Paul. P!til. iii. 7-9. Acts xx. 24. 
The descendants of Seth we1·e led by their mardnge 

with the ungodly daughters of apostate Cain, to sell the 
tru•\1, snared by their beauty. Gen. ,·i. 2, 3. 

Prov. ii. 1-6; h·. 
13; ~xiii. 12. 
Luke xiii. U. 
James i. 5. 
Ilcv. iii. I I. 
Ps. xl. 11 ; xliii. 3. 
,c Truth is the 
proper object, the 
Jllopcr riches ar,d 
furniture of the 
mind i and accord­
ing as his stock of 
this is, so is the dif~ 
ference and \'alue 
of one man al>o,·e 
another."-Locke. 
Even in our com-

H 
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Judas sohl tho truth (John xiv. 6) for money. Matt. 
xxvi. 15. 

He1'0d, for sensuality . .i1Ia1* vi. 17, 18, 
Pilato, fol' populority. (.iliai·k xv. 15.) He asl,ed, 

What is truth! (John xviii. 38), but then wento.wo.y from 
Him that could alone give an answe1·; fo1· as Cw:ist is 
the author of truth, so is He the tenche1• of it. 

Demas, for the lo,•e of this prcaent world, sold the 
truth. 2 Tim. iv. 10. 

Simon Magus' professed desire afte1· truth, ai·osc 
from his wish to make a mercenary use of it. Acts viii. 
18, 19. 

!IIany, like the rich young ma.n (Mcurk x. 22).and 
Agrippa (Ads xxvi. 28), though showing some dispo­
sition to embrace it, will not give the price necessary 
to attain it ; they will not sacrifice their love of dissi~ 
pation, their indolence, their prejudice; their pride, 
their besetting sin ; they seek it not in humility and 
prayer. Many ai·e afraid of truth. John iii. 19; 20. 

The rich man in whose history (Luke xvi. 19~31-) 
is illustrated the remark,. that hell is ti-uth seen too 
late. 

The Cretians were in dangei:·of being turned' from­
the truth by giving heed to the commandments:ot' men. 
Tit. i. 14. Soo also Col. ii. 18-23. Matt; xv-. 9. 

The apost-les, having bought the tmth, would' not at 
any price sell it. John vi. 66-69; J!l.cts viii. l&-20. 

mon studios we 
should engage Ille 
God of truth on our 
side ; implore his 
dlvine:grace lo point 
our inclination to 
proper studies. Stu­
dy without prayer 
is Atheism. Prayer 
without study is 
presumption, 

Morning Prayer. 
Prayer of St. Chry­
sostom. 
Last petition .... 
'' granting us in this 
world knowledge of 
thy· truth," 6:c. 

Cl,. xxiii. 24. Tlte faflter of tl,e i·igltteol/ill shall. gi·eatly. i·ejoice : cmd he 
that begetteth a wise oltild shall I= joy. of him .. 

Abraham rejoiced in· Isaac (G.en. xxi. 3'), as the 
child of promise with whom God established an ever­
lasting covenant. (Gm. xvii. 1-9.) Iaae.o's pious- sub­
mission to be bound on· tlu,. altar ( Gen. xxii. ~), must 
have been a source of great spiritual consolation and· 
even joy to his.father. 

Zacharias' joy in John the Baptist. Luke i. 14. 
Paul, as the spiritual father of O:nesimus (Phuem. 

10, 11), must have greatly rejoiced, though iu prison, 
in being the instrument in God's bands, of bringing to 
the knowledge and love of Christ, one. so.-on.tbo brink 
of destruction as this runaway slave, 

The Apostle John's joy; 3 John 3,, 4, 

Prov. xv. 20; xxiii. 
16, 16; xxvil. 11; 
x.xviii. 7; xxix. 3. 
That· children may 
11ladden their pa, 
rents let lhom at­
tend to tl1e • adviee 
given in the- con­
text ( Prov. xx.Hi. 
I 7"-23. 26-35), cul­
tivating ao habitual 
fear of God (verse 
17), an earnest de­
sire after-truth (23),. 
avoiding e,·il com­
pany (20, 21. 27, 28), 
arul intemperance 
(29-.'.!5). 
See on Prov. x. I. 

xxiv. 5. A wise man is au-ong; yea,. a man of know[cdyo il!Creaset/1 
strength. (Explained p. 51.) 

J otham imitated what was good in his father's cha.­
i:acter and a voided his sin. ( 2 Citron. xxvii. 2.) He 
becam'e mighty from hie regal'd to God (2 Chron. xxv.ii. 
6) which is the principal part of wisdom. (Job· xxviii. 
28'.) Ne~1· attempt duty but in God's strength, 

Diehone,ty in many 
cases seem9 the 
readiest way to 
wealth, but pru­
dence and piety lead 
the: surest way to. 
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Dnvid's victol'y over Golinth, being strong in fnith, 
(1 Sam. xvii. 45.) He that hnth found God present in 
one extremity (1 Sam. xvii, 34-37), is the more, en­
couraged to trust Him in the next. Experience con­
firms hope, a.nd thus is strength: increased. " 0 God, 
be thou strong in onl' wealmess, that. we mo.y bo ever 
steady in thy strength !"-Bp. Hall. 

Stephen's strength in argument a.rose from his being 
filled with the Holy Ghost, Acts vi. 10. 

Apo!los was mighty m the Scriptures, and he in­
creased his strength by the increase of bis knowledge. 
Acts xviii. 24-28. 

The mol'a.l power which Pa.ul, though a prisoner, 
obtained over the ship's crew, from the wisdom of his 
advice and the piety of bis conduct. Acts xxvii. 

The strength of the Apostles, in overthrowing idol­
atry, arose from their being instructed in the know­
ledge of Christ crucified, which is the power and the 
wisdom of God (1 Car. i. 28; 24) ; and they so much 
increased in strength, that within forty years after the 
ascension of our Lord, there were multitudes of Chris­
tians throughout: the Roman empire, Col. i. 6. 

Solomon's wisdom (like Samson's strength, Judg. 
xvi. 18-20) failed him, and bis powel' diminished, 
when he forsook God. 1 Kings xi. Neh. xiii. 26. 

Ck. xxiv. 9. The:thought of fooli:lhness is sin: 

Job: it was under the solemn impression of the tl'uth 
implied in this provel'b, that he showed· such anxiety 
to intercede with God for bis children, lest, though reli­
giously brought up, their cheerfulness while feasting 
should have betrayed them into some levit:r. or excess, 
some vain conversation or injuriow;r thoughts of God. 
Job i. 5. 

God, by the prophet .Tereminh, charges Jerusalem 
with the guilt of vain thoughts. Jei·. iv. 14. Pro~. 
iv. 23. 

The scribes, indulging evil thoughts, though they 
did not give utterance to them, nre charged by our 
Lord with sin. Matt. ix. 3, 4. 

and the scorner is an abomination to men . . 

The children of Bethel, by their mockery of so emi­
nent a prophet as Elisha, and that so soon after the 
tro.nslation or Elijah, showed their scomful contempt 
of things so.cred, and b1•ought upon themselves his 
curse. 2 Kings ii. 23, 24. 

Datb.'\ll, Numb. xvi.12-15. 
Eliakim and others were shockod at Hu.bsbakeh. 

2 Kings xviii. 37. 
Haman's scornful contempt of Mordecai and the 

H2 
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dorable J)TOSperity. 
See context, Pxw. 
xxiv. 1-4. 
Cbrbti.an wisdom 
conaists in the pro­
secution of that 
which the Scrip­
tures declare to be 
the true end of man 
by such means as 
they prescribe i that 
end is salvation, the 
means arc faith and 
obedience. The 
more a man endued 
with spiritualknow­
ledge knows of 
Christ, the more 
strongly he trusts 
Him and Joves 
Him, and the more 
able he is to resist 
the temptations of 
the worJrl, the :flesh, 
and the devil. 
Prov. x. 29. 
Ps. IJ<XXiv. 7. 
Isa. xl. 31. 
Phil. iv. 13. 
2Tim.ii. 1. 
James i. 5, 6. 
See on Prov. x. 29; 
xxi. 22. 

Eccles. xii. 14. 
Ps. c,<i:s:. 113. 
2 Cor. x. 5. 

What is forbidden 
in act is forbidden 
in thought. 

C'ollect for 5Lh Sun­
day after Easter. 

Ps. c:xxxix.. 23, 24. 

P~. i. 
11 Those that strive 
to make othen 
odious, make Lhem­
sclves so." - M. 
H,nrg. 
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,Jewa ( 1?,,tA, lil 6), and tho l\lihorrcnoc In which ho la 
111.ill hcl<l hy thffll, Su p. J IO. 

Jehoiakim'■ 11COmful contempt of God'• wor,J (Jer. 
xuvi. 23), who wu tho 110n of ■o pious a Cather, and 
whom Jeremiah hold■ up to our abho1TOnce. Obeorvo 
hie ignominiou1 death. Jer. xxil. JO. 

I l!am.11. 30. 
'l'hoy lluu de■ r,I•• 
me ■ hall ~• Ilg Illy 
eal.eemed. 

Oh. xxiv. 10. Tftl=faint in tM day of a,herrity, thy ltre71[1tl1 i, ,mall. 
Jacob'• ruh conclueion. (Gen. xiii. 36.) Tbo 1eem- John slv. - xvi!. 

ing 11hipwrcckA we meet with in the voyago of lifo, and lleb. xii. 1-rn, 
often "rovo tho very thin"" whicl1 boat tleed our 1011110111" 11 m,,llve• •· .,.. agaln•t ralntlng In 
counc Lo tho haven whero we would be. 'he great thedayotadvenlly. 
caur,c of our dillquictncBs in preBCDt troubles and grier, 
i.8 that we forget their end. 

David (I 8am. xxvii. 1): 1howlog that unbelief lit a 
Hin that caeily besot. oven good men. Bee on J>rCrD. 
xxix. 26. 

Elijah, the day after diaplaying such etrcngl.h of 
faith, fled to Decl'llhcba, through fear of J czebel, 
I King, xix.. 3, 4. Bee D1>, llall', Contemp. bk. xviii. 

Jonah, al. the lose of bia gourd. (Jow~l, Iv. 8.) The 
IOIIII of a mercy •hould not mako us undcrvafue tho 
gift of it. What.ever plcaBce God should plelU!O ua, 
hccau.ec it plcaacs God. 

Hezekiah. It would BCcm from his writinis, when 
he ha.d been sick and waa recovered from his 111cknCH11, 
that he had yielded in some, mcairurc to dcspondt'llcy 
under it. (/,a, xxxviii. 0-1 I.) SickncsH sh,,uld teach 
UB the ( I ) vanity of the world ; ( 2) the vileness ol 
sin; (3) tf1e wcakoces of man; (4) bow precious ie an 
interest in Christ. Supported by f1ia grace under that 
or any other infirmity or trial, wo shall be kept from 
faintiug unde1· it. 2 Cor. xii. 0. 

The Apostles in the storm (!J[aU. viii. 28) contraet.cd 
with the Syro-Phenieian woman. (Matt. xv. 28.) We 
11hould rm1ember, that He who HCnde the atonn, etcCl'II 
the VClll'A!l. 

All the dmciplce at Rome contl'Olltcd with Paul. 
2 Tim. iv. W, 17, 

'fhc Virgin Mary, strong in faith, ltood by the cross! 
though a HWord was J>i6l'cing through her n-ry sou 
(Julin xix. 25. Luke ii. 35); a striking contrast to I•ctcr. 
]J[aU. xxvi. 58-74. 

Yo that fear tho 
Lord wall ror hi• 
mercy, and go not 
ulde (have not rc­
counc to any un­
Jawrul mean• fll.r 
1uccour1. Hope r.ir 
good and ror ever­
luting Joy and mer­
cy, Look at the s•· 
neratlonuf old, and 
••• did ever any 
!nut In the Lord 
ond waa conround­
od I or did any abide 
In hlo fear and wu 
fonaken? or whom 
did lie ev<-r de1pl10 
that coiled upon 
Jllrn 1 !'or the Lord 
11 run of compa11lon 
and, mercy, Jang 
oufferlng, and very 
pltlrul, 11114 ror­
glvelh 1ln1, and 
■aveth In time of 
affliction. E<:clu1. 
II. 7. U-11. 

8cc on Prov. UL II, 

xxiv. 11 12. If tliou forbear to deliur tl,em tliat are dmwn unto dcatlt, 
w,d tl,ou if,at are ready to be ,lain; if tlwu liWJJCHl, ]Jel,old, uc k,,cw it Mt ; 
,wl!, not l,,e tl,at pont/,eral, tl,e lieart comuler it 1 and lie tl1at keepet/1 tliy ,out, 
,Zutl, not lw knOUJ it 1 and ,lwlt not l,e render to eiery man aecrn·di119 t,, Iii, 
ucrrk, l (Explained p. 3:J.) 

Docg'H wickcd compliance with Sa~l'H fury, in Hlay­
iug th" inD(,ccnt priests ( 1 Ham. xx11. IIJ), contra.atcd 
with Jonathan'H ,,ppoaition to hiH father•~ al.tempt to 
murder lJavi<l. 1 1Y1m. xi:<. 4. 

E1,ek. nxlll. 7, H. 
I'•· luxll. a, f. 
/lei,. xiii. 3. 
Jame• v. IU, 20. 
1 John Ill. l'J, 17, 
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Pilato Hhru11k from tho duty or cfolivcring our L<,r,I 
from the envy or the ,Jcwe, though he avowe,I hi,. 
lr111oc,,nce. Luke xxiil. 22-24, 

OIJ11diah, a plouH courtier in a wicked C<lllrt, red the 
prophetH whom Jezebel dc&igned to have killed. l Ki711J1 
xviii. 4. 

Al,r11ha.m immediately went to tho rCIJCUc of Lot. 
Gen. xiv, I 4. 

l'aul'H intenf!C anxiety for the 1<alvation or his fellow­
creatume (Act, xvii. HJ), even of the Jew, (lwm. ix. 
3), while bitterly perflCcuting him. 

Parable of the good Samaritan, Lu/u x. 311 32, 
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LltanJ: 
fl)rl(lvc .. onr ne~­
Jfg(:net1 and lr,r;,,... 
raneea. 

C'h. xxiv. 15, 16. L'!JI not trait, 0 tckked man, agaimt, tlie dtulliw,J "f 
tlie "1}lueou1; 1poil 1wt Im relting-pkJa: for a ftut man falld/1 ,eun tm,,.,, 
and riiafi up <VJain : but the tcklced ,hall fall into m;,,cl,il.f. 

Saul'e 11t~k on Davi<l'a hoUIIO (I Sam, xix, I I, in 
reference to which sco tho title of the fifty-ninth Paalm ). 
l Sam. xxxi. 4. 2 Sam. v, 12. 

'fhe men uf Anathoth CODllpircd against Jeremiah, 
but were them11elve1 cle11lroyed. Jer. xi, 18-23. 

Our L,ml declared to Saul1 that in pcraccuting hie 
pcolile, he perflCcutcd him (Act, ix. 4); but hie ebccp 
aha I never pcruh. Jolin x. 28, 

2 Pet. IL P. 
Litany : Prayer 
after lhe J.ord'• 

~-~~, c;J:1r:~::t 
ful Palhcr, &c., 
lhOIC CYlll, &e., 
whlch, &c., man 
work.eth agaln•t u1, 
be brou11ht 10 
nought," &c. 
Rom. vlll. 3j-Zt,. 

xxiv. 17. R,jmu 11,QI v:lien thine enemy/alleth, and kt 11,Q/ tl,in-e Iv.art be 
!Jlad trlv.n lie ,t,umUetl, : 

Tyre. Eule, xxvl. 2-0. Many who would not wil­
fully hurl thoao who 11land in their light, or have done 
them an uuki11dne111, arc 11ecretly plcued when hurt ie 
done them by other,,, 

J'rov. :nlv. 20. 
Mall. v. 43-48. 
Rom. v. 8, corn• 
pared wllh Eph. v. 
I, 2. 

Ammon rejoiced at I11rael'11 dietrCM (Euk. xxv. 6); 
but, on tho contrary, Ioiah deeply commiserated the ncmmibcr!l>ycnd, 
heathen, hill encmiea, whoBO de10latiom1 he w1111 corn- ::!.. lo! enmlly 
miaeioncd to announce. /,a, xv. 6; xvi. fJ-11, Ecclu,. xulll. d. 

David'a lamentation over S11ul, (2 Sam. i. ll, 12.) 
Seo a.l8o P•. xxxv. 13, 14. 

Jcrt'tlliah, though BO ecvcrcly pcraccutcrl by liie 
countrymen, felt deep commiseration for their sur­
fcringM, Jer, ix. I. 

Our l,lceflCd Lord wept over J erwmlcm. Luke xix. 
41-44. 

Bo more K lad 111 
aee a man'• amend• 
ment thnu hi• pu• 
nld1me11t. 

uiv. 10. Le,t, the Lord ue il, and il diAf'lca,e t.im1 awl Iv. tum mra!J f,i, 
1rratf1 fr,,m l1i,n. 

'l'hc dceccudante of F-"lllU were ma.do desolate bo• 
cauHC they rejoiced at tho calamity of the de:HCcndanlll 
or his lwin-tm,tlicr Jaco!,, 1111d Go,1 turned away hill 
11Tath from Juwialem, E::ek. xxxv. 16; nxvi. 1-16; 
Oba<I, 12-21. 

II 3 

"He lhnt I• n1Jt 
conc .. mc,I llint hla 
brolh'!r 11lwuld JU?· 

rl1h, 11 In great 
danger 1,r pcrl ■ hlnK 
hlm,olr.''--IJ11, WU-
1on. 
Hee on Prov. XI'., 
22; nv. 21, 
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Ch. xxiv. 19. 
at the 1cioked ; 

Ft-et 11ot thyself becaflse of e~il men, neither be thott en~ious 

The Psalmist. Ps. lxxiii. 3-19, 
Jeremiah. Jei·. xii. 1,.2. 
Job intimates that we are not to presume to instruct 

God how to govern the world because the wicked are 
not punished when we expect it. Job xxi. 22. 7-17, 

Ps. xxxvll. 1-11. 
I Tim.VI. 6. 
Lam. iii. 24-26. 
Prov. itl. 31, 32.; 
x:tiil, 17; xxlv. 1-
4. 

. xxiv. 20. For there ~hrdl be no rewa,·d to the evil man; 
wicked shaU be p1tt out. 

tl,e candle of the 

Ahab obtained Nabot~'s vineyard (l Kings xxi. 16); 
left uventy sons. ( 2 Ki'll!}s x. l.) Athalia.h's treason 
seemed for six years to succeed. (2 Ki'll!}S xi. 3.) Saul 
was raised from a, very humble station .to a, throne 
(1 Sa11i. ix.); and reigned forty years; but their candle 
was put out. (2.K'mgs·x. 7-ll; xi. 16. l Cl,ron. x.) On 
a .review of their ·whole history, even ·in this life, there 
is no cause for envying them, how much less in view 
of eternity ! Luke xvi. 22, 23, Matt. xvi. 26. 

Haman, .in whose destrnetion his sons were in­
volved, Esth. ix. 2o. 

xxiv. 21. My son,fear thou the Lord and the king: 

Gideon, though offered a crown, would not suffer 
any attempt to be made to alter the government ·God 
had appointed, Judges viii. 22, 23. 

David'.s respect for the Lord's anointed. l Sam, 
xxiv. 6. 

Our Lord's-direction to the Sadducees. Matt. xxii, 
21. 

St. Peter's caution respecting those presumptuous 
and self-willed persons who despised government, and 
were not afraid to speak evil of dignities, ( 2 Pet. ii. 
l 0.) " If the angels do not rail even against the devil 
(Jude 9), how much less ought .we against men in 
authority, even supposing them in some things to be­
have amiss, Wherefore, to do it when they behave 
well, must be a wickedness much more aggr&vated." 

and meddle not with them that are giun to o!tange, 

The two hundred and fifty princes who joined l{o­
rah. Numb. xvi. 2. 32. Jude ll. 

The Israelites, in rejecting Samuel, and who, in so 
doing, rejected God (I Sam. viii. 7), impatient of the 
holy restraint of God's Jaws, and wishing to conform 
more to the mannel'B and customs of the idolatrous 
nations around them. I Sam. viii. 5. Dr. Gi·a-ces. 

The consequences to Ahithophel (2 Smn. xv. 12; 
xvii. 23) and others (2 Sam. xviii. 7) in joining Ab­
saloru; and to Joab (l Kings i. 19; ii. 31) and 
Abiathar (I Kings ii. 26) in siding with Adonijah, 

Ps. ix. 17 ; xi. 6 ; 
cxxxix. 24. 

The way of every 
man is declarative 
of the end of that 
man. Men reap as 
they sow. 

The best way lo 
make good subjects 
to the king, is to 
make them good 
servants of God. 

Religion and loya1ty 
must go together. 

They cannot make 
conscience of civil 
duties who make 
none of divine. 

Communion Ser-
vice: 
First Colleot'far the 
Queen. 

Rom. xiii. 7. 
Tit.iii. I. 
I Pet. ii. 17. 

"It is easy to dis­
turb a government, 
but God alone can 
settle it again,"­
Pindar. 

Thero may be cause 
to change for the 
better, but guard 
against peevish dis-



to xxiv. 28.] SCRIPTUnE EXAMPLES. 

who, though next in descent, was an usurper, because 
God had expressly appointed Solomon as David's suc­
cessor. I Citron. xxviii. 5. 

The tendency of men -to .listen to demagogues per­
suading them that they are not so well governed as 
they ought to be, is remarkably seen in the numbers 
who so readily joined l!Uch worthless oharnoters as 
Dathan (Numb. X\ti. 41), Absalom (2 Sam. xv.), and 
Sheba (2 Sam. :xx. 2.), preferring them to such men as 
.Moses and-De:vid. "He that goeth about to persuade a 
-multitude that the_y are .not so well governed as they 
ought -to be, shall never want attentive and favou1·ablc 
hearers."-Hooker. 

The Israelites wlio, as Bishop Hall remarks, had 
thought a. kingdom too small a rec:ompense for Gideon, 
and his sons, -ere. their deliverer is cold in his coffin, 
make the murderer of his sons their king. Judges ix. 

'The unauthorised changes introduced by Jeroboam 
in the .religious worshi,p of the Israelites ( I Ki11gs xii. 
28, &c.) cominued more than 200 years, and ulti­
mately proved the ruin of the ten tribes. (2 Kings 
xvii. 21-23.) Satan knows it is easier to adulterate 
religion than to abolish it. '(Bp. Hall.) This, there­
fore, which is his great aim, it must be our great care 
to avoid. 
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content with that 
which is; a fond~ 
ness for no....-elty, a. 

~:~~=et; s~~~~~g~~! 
godly in the land 
will be the quiet in 
the land. 

11 It is good," says 
Lord Dacon, " to 
bewaTe that it be 
reformation which 
draweth on cbange, 
and not the desire 
of change that pre­
tendeth refonna• 
tion." 

Exod. xxiii. 2. 
2 Tim. i. 13. 
Jer. vi. IG. 

Ch. xxiv. 28. Be not a ttitness agafost tliy t16iglibour without cause, a11d 
deceiu not, 1lliih tl,y lips. 

Doeg, though he stated only facta, yet deceived, be­
cause he did not state the whole truth, namely, how 
Ahirnelech had been imposed upon by Davia. (I -Sam. 
xxii. 9, 10; xxi. 2.) There was not Ill\)' good reason 
why he should have mentioned Ahimelech's conduct, 
who was altogether free from the charge of conspi.riug 
against Saul. 

The Pharisees who brought the woman taken in 
adultery. (John viii. 6.) He who accuses another of 
crlme,should.look into himself. 

Paul I\Sllerts his own innocence without bringing any 
accusation against his countrymen (.Acts xxviii. 19), 
though they had made repeated attempts to kill aucl 
eYen to assassinate him. "Speak evil of no man, not 
only that evil -which is false and altogother groundless, 
but not that which is true, when speaking of .it will do 
more harm th1111 good."-He11ry. 

H4 

Prov. xix. 5. 
Exod. ,n:i!i. I. 
Lev- xix. 16. 
Ps. :i;v. I, 3. 
Rev . .xxL S. 

11 Hear no e~il of a 
frieud, speak none 
of an enemy. Did 
the law of loTe pos­
sess our hearts, it 
would regulate our 
tongues, and make 
us more tcncler of 
the name of our 
brethren." - ..tbp. 
Leiyltton. 
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§ 4,. PART IV. 

CHAPTER XXV.-XXIX. 

Ch. xxv. 2. It is tlre glory of God to conceal a !11i11g. 

The fulfilment of Joseph's dremns (Gen. xxxvii. 5; 
xlii. 6. 9, &c.), by which God enabled him to preserve 
the infant Church from famine ( Gen. xiv. 7), was 
brought about by the envy of his brethren (Acu vii. 
9), by the base traffic of men-stealers ( Gen. xxxvii, 28), 
by the false accusation of an abandoned woman (Gen. 
xxxix.), by his false imprisonment (Gen. xxxix. 20), 
aud by the offences of Pharaoh's officers (Gen. xl. 1, 
&c.); but the connexion of these events in producing 
this result, was at the time altogether concealed, See 
on Pro~. xx. 24. 

The preservation of Moses and his qualification for 
his future office, by the daughter of him who Willi seek­
ing his life. E:rod. ii. 

Elihu's description of God's unsearchable wisdom, 
(Job xxxvii. 14-24.) God being incomprehensible 
rendereth Him adorable. 

Jesus, God manifest in the flesh, concealed from the 
sisters his purpose of suffering Lazarus to die (Jolin 
xi. 4), that the glory of God might be eventually more 
manifest in his resurrection. John xi. 40. 

None of tbe agents of our Lord's crucifixion were in 
the least aware what object they were accomplishing 
( I Cor. ii. 8. Acts iii. 17; iv. 27, 28); but the malice 
of the devil (L11ke xxii. 53), the treachery of Judas 
(Matt. xxvi. 14-16. 47-49), the envy of the Jews 
(.Matt. xxvii. 18), the injustice of Pilate (Luke xxiii. 4. 
24, 25), brought about the salvation of the world (Ileb. 
ii. 14. Rom. iii. 25, 26), and the brightest display of 
tl1e Divine attributes. "Glory to God in the highest," 

u Little can we at 
the begicning of 
any action, guess 
at God's intention 
in the conclusion." 
-Bp. Hall. 

" To be willing to 
continue ignorant 
of what our great 
Master has thought 
fit to conceal, forms 
no inconsiderable 
part of Christian 
learning." - 11 The 
emanations of the 
sun are still glo­
rious, though our 
eyes are sore."-.T. 
Taylor. 

Job xi. 7, 8; xxxvi. 
26. 
Prov. :xx.x. 4. 
Rom. xi. 33-36. 
Deut. xxix. 29. 

Collect for 8th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

xx,·. 4, 5. Take au:ay tl,e drossf.-om tlte siher, and tliere sl,aJJ,comefortl, 
a -ressel for the finer. Take au:ay tl,e wwked froin before tl;e king, and liis 
throne shall be establisl,ed in righteousness. 

David's advice to Solomon respecting Joab, who, 
though greatly employed by David, ha,! proved him­
self unworthy of confidence (I Kings ii. 5, 6); and by 
attention to it, Solomon's throne was established. 
I Kings ii, 46, 

Asa removed his mother from being queen because 
she had made an idol. 1 Kings xv. 13. 

Ahab, by not taking away the wicked from before 
him, but, on the contrary, by sur1·ounding himself with 
false prophets, perished by following their advice 
(I Kings xxii. 12); and after his death, those very 

Litany: 
Petitions for the 
Lorcls of the Coun­
cil, and also for Ma­
gistrates. 
The Communion. 
Prayer for the 
Church :Militant1-

1
' And grant unto 

her whole Council," 
&c. 
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no\Jlcs to whom he hncl committed the eclucation of J,is 
se,·enty sons, murclerccl them (2 J{ings x. 1-7), nncl 
thus his tlu-one was cleatroyecl. 
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Cl,. xxv, 8. Go not fort!, l,asiily to strilce, lest tlwu knc,u, Mt u:hat to do in 
tl,e end thereof, 1rlien thy neighbour ha.th put tl,ee to shame. 

Gaal's clcfiance of A\Jimelech (Judg. ix. 26-40), 
who should hnve considered the strength of his enemy 
before he engaged in war against him. 

The ten tribes, though they gathered themselves to­
gether to go up to war against the Rcubenites, yet 
wisely sent ambassadors to obtain an explanation of 
their conduct. (Josli. xxii. 12-34.) "Many offences 
are great and heinous only in the light of a ruffled 
fancy, and not in themselves. The delay of a few mo­
ments has set many affronts in a juster and kinder 
light, and prevented violence and revenge."-Dr. 
Watts. 

Abner's challenge to J oab. 2 Sa"'. ii. 14. 17. 
Asahel's vain confident pursuit of Abner. (2 Sam. 

ii. 18-23.) He that loveth danger shall perish 
therein. 

Amaziah's challenge to Jeboash. 2 J{ings xiv. 8-
14. Pro,:, xviii. 6. 

Josiah's incautious attack of Pharaoh- Necho. 
2 Clu·on. xxxv. 21, 22. 

engage in 

Malt. v. 25. 
James iii. 13-18. 

Agref", for the law 
is costly. 

This proverb sug­
gests a caution a­
gainst hastily going 
to 1aw. 

Lawsuits consume 
time, money, rest, 
and friends. 

The Corinthians' disposition hastily to 
lawsuits, for which Paul reproves them. 
6, 7, 

l Cor. vi, See on Prov. xiii. 
16 i xxil. 3. 

xxv. 9. Debate thy cause with thy neigliboui· himself. 

A\Jraham went to Lot, though the dispute was be­
tween the herdsmen. (Gen. xiii. 8.) Abraham, also, 
instead of complaining to others, went directly to Abi­
melech, by whom he thought he was aggrieved ; and 
the result justified the wisdom of his doing so. Gen. 
xxi. 25-32. 

J ephthah first debated his cause with the king 0£ 
Ammon, showing the right of the Israelites to Gilead 
before he made war against him. Judg. xi. 12-27. 

l\Iatt. :,:viii. 15. 

Many an unhappy 
strife would lle pre­
vented, or soon ta­
ken up, l>y an im­
partial inquiry into 
that which is the 
matter of offence. 

xxv. 12. As an ear-ring of gold, and an ornament of fine gotcl, su :s a 
1cise repro,:er upon an obedie11t ear. 

David, Ps. XYi. 7, 
The Psalmist. Ps. cxix. 71. 
The increased diligence of Jehoshaphat after his 

reproof by Jehu. 2 C/won. xix, 2-4. 
Zacharias, when reproved and struck dumb by the 

angel Gabriel (Luke i. 19, 20), the first use he makes 
of the recovery of speech is to bless God, and proclaim 
to others his mercy. Luke i. 67, 68. 

H5 

Ps. cxli. 5. 
Gal. vi. I. 
If you be reprovcll 
for your faulls <lo 
not be angry with 
him who <locs it, 
but tum your anger 
against the things 
for which he has 
reproYcd you. 
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Our I.-0rd's re1,roof of his mother, and her ntcelmess 
under it. John ii. 4, 6, 

The Corinthians' reception of Paul's reproof (2 Co,·. 
,·ii. 11), in which was so remarkably united affection 
(2 On-. ii. 4) with fidelity (I Cor. iii. a; v. l; vi. 6; 
xi. 17); thus showing him to be a wise reprover. see on Prov. Ix. e. 

Ch. xxv. 13. As t1,,e CQld of niou, i?i ehe time of l,,a,,•oost, so is a faithful 
me..<.."l!'fl!Jer to them tllat send him : fo1· ke rifresheth the soul of his masters. 
(Explained p. 34.) 

Abraham's servant was a faithful messenger. He 
showed piety (Gen. xxiv.12), discretion (ver. 21), a 
high regard for his master's reput.'\tion ( ver. 35), deci­
sion (,·er. 49), despatch (ver. 54. 56). His success, 
which was a source of so much pious joy to himself 
(nr. 27. 48. 52), could not have been less so to his 
master. 

Eliakim and Shebna were sent to Isaiah by Hezekiah, 
under deep anxiety and alarm ; their return with a. 
message of such comfort, must have restored and set­
tled his mind. 2 Kings xix. 2-.7. 

The messengers sent by Cornelius to Peter, 'from 
whom he learnt words whereby he and his.house were 
SaYed. Acts x. 7, 21; xi. 14, 15. 

Timothy, Stepha.nas, Fortuna.tus, and Achaicus, re­
freshed Paul. l Thess. iii. 6, 7. l Cor. xvi. 17, 18. 

Epaphroditus is a beautiful .instance of .a. faithful 
meESenger. PkU. ii. 25-28. 

Faithful ministers, and the results of their labours, 
we are taught in Scripture, will be very pleasing to 
God and to Christ. John xv. 8. 2 Cor. ii. 15. Isa. !iii. 
11. 2 Cor. Yi.ii. 23. 

Prov. xiii. 17. 
The following texts 
refer to the general 
duties of servants: 
Eph. vi. 5-7. 
Col. iii. 22. 25. 
Tit. ii. 9, 10. 
I Pet.ii, 18. 

3rd Collect in Ad­
vent, 

Sae on .Prov. xxvi, 
6, 

xx,·. 14. WTwso,boastetk him,elfofafal,segife, is like douds ·and wind 
irithout rai1t. 

Ze~ekia.h boasted ·of the gi~ of pr?phecy, and falsely 
prom1Sed Ahab success. l Kings xxn. H. 

Hananiah's false prophecy .respecting the ruin .of 
Babylon, and the return of the Jews from Babylon. 
.Tei·. xxviii. 1-4. 

Shemajah caused the Jews to·trnst in a lie. Jer. 
xxix. 24-31. 

False prophets in the Christian Churoh, 2 Co,·. xi. 
13-18. Jude 12. 

I John iii. 18. 
Be .what thou 
wouldst seem·to be. 
Profess not the 
knowledge that 
thou hast not. 
Speak fitly, or be 
silent wisely. 

·See on Prov. xx. 6. 

xx". 15. By long fo,·bearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue 
ircakerT, t!te bone. (Explained p. 52.) 

The soft conciliating language of Jacob (Gen. xxxii. Eccles. x. 4. 
4, &c.) and of Abigail (I Sam. xxv. 24-35), tn.rned 
from them the most alarming evils. 

1'he malice of Saul wns, in a ,measure, <lisa1·med by 
DaYid's long-fo1·bearing. l Sam. xxvi. 21-25, ·sec on Prov. xv. 1, 
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Cl,. xxv. 10. A man tl,at bearetl, false witness against his neigl,bour, is a 
maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow. 

The witnesses against N &both, showing that a fa.lse 
witness is, in some :respects, as bad as a murderer. 

The 9th command­
ment. 
Ps. cxx. 2. 

l Kings xxi. 13. 
Amaziah's slander of Amos, as a stirrer-up of sedi• Zech. viii. 16, 17. 

" The slanderer 
wmrnds Lhree at 
once; himself, him 
he speaks of1 and 
him that hears."­
A bp. Leighton. 

tion. Amos vii. 10. 
The two false witnesses against our Lord. "The 

words were 'true, the evidence false ; while they re­
ported the words, they misreported the sense, and thue 
swore a true fe.lsebood, and were truly forsworn;"­
Bp. Hall. Matt. ·xxvi. 60, ·61, 

The witnesses against Stephen. Aets vi. 13, 14. Pr1YTJ. 
xii. 17. 

In these two last instances it was not by direct false­
hood, but by a partial statement of truth, that they in­
volved themselves in the murder of the innocent. 

The masters of the damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination. Aets xvi. 21. 

The Jews of Asia; their .hasty and unfounded ac­
cusation against Paul, that .he had taken Trophimus 
into the temple, nearly cost him his life. Aets xxi. 28, 
29, 31. 

As soon as a person 
takes pleasure in 
hearing slander, he 
is to be ranked in 
the number or slan• 
derers. 
By the approbation 
of evil we become 
gnilty of it. 
If we cannot stop 
others' mouths, let 
us stop our own 
ears. Love the truth 
and peace. Zech. 
viii. 19. 

Tertullue, a pa.id orator, to accomplish the legal 
murder of Pe.nl (Aots xxiv. 5); but who could prove 
none of the things whereof he accused him. Ps, Iii. 2. See on Prov. xii 18. 

xxv. 19. Cunfidence in an· vnfaiiAful, man in tiflM of trouble is like a 
broken tooth, .and a foot Ollt of joint. 

Micah's confidence in the Levite, whose motive for 
connecting himself with Micah being covetousness e.nd 
ambition, he made no scrnple of deserting.and 1·obbing 
him, when he thought he could better his condition. 
(Judg. xviii. 20.) "He that was won with ten shekels 
(Jud9. xvii. 10) may be lost with eleven." Judg. xviii. 
19, 20. Bp. Hall. 

David, in the time of his trouble, was deeply wounded 
by the treachery of Ahithophel, who had been his 
guide, aud counsellor, and familiar friend (Ps. Iv. 12-
14); and in his old age found even in Abiathar incon­
stancy ns a friend. I Kings i. 19. 25. 

Benhadad. Hazael, who had been his .confidant, 
proves his murderer. 2 Kings viii. 8-15. 

Ahaz invited Tiglath Pileser to save him from the 
king of Syria (2 Kings xvi. 7), which he did (ver. 9); 
but from the treasures which he took (ver. 8) fo1• the 
service, he injured instead of benefited him. 2 Cf,ro1,. 
xxviii. 20, 21. 

The Israelites depended on Egypt when threatened 
by Sennacherib (Isa. xxx. 1-5); but the Egyptians 
proved rather a burden than a he] p to them, and are 
therefore compared to a broken reed (Isa. xxx.vi. 6), 
which uot only foils the hand that leans upon it, but 

H6 

We cannot expect 
that he ·that is un­
faithful to God 
should be faithful 
to us, and hence 
the importance of 
the injunctiClll, "Be 
continually with a 
godly man whom 
thou knowest to 
keep the command­
ments of the Lord, 
whose mind is ac• 
cording to thy mind, 
i?nd will sorrow with 
thee if thou sha.lt 
miscarry ; and, 
above all, pray to 
the l\Iost High that 
he will direct thy 
way in truth." (Ee. 
clus.xxxvii.12. )5.) 
'' ,vhoso feareth the 
Lord shnll directhi9 
frienclship aright." 
(Ecclus. vi. 17.) 
That atfection 
,thich is knit in 
God is nlone indis .. 
soluble. 
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pierces and wounds it. Their miseries bocame the 
derision of the Eg\'ptians. Hosea vii. 16. 

Zedekiah was "deserted by Pharaoh-hophra (Jer. 
xxxvii. 5-7), who had engaged him to 1•ebel against 
Nebuchadnezzar, and thus hastened his ruin, E:ek. 
X\'ii. 15 ; xxix. 7, See on Pro~. xix. 22. 

Ch. xxv. 20. As he tliat takel,h moay a ga,~ncnt in cold tMatlter, and as 
rine.gar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart. (Explained 
p. 52.) 

The Jews in their eaptivily in Babylon; the unfeel­
ing want of sympathy which they experienced under 
their sufferings. Ps. cxxxvii. 3, 4. 

Darius, when alarmed for the safety of Daniel, was 
too full of grief to derive any pleasure from instruments 
of music. Dan. vi. 18. 

Eccles. iii. 4. 
Rom. xii, 15. Weep 
with Lhem that 
weep. 

xxv. 21. If thine enemy be hungry, gire !tim bread to eat; and if l,,e be 
thirsty, giee hi,n water to drink. 

The little Israelitish maid's desire to promote the 
welfare of those who had taken her captive. 2 /Cings 
v. 3. 

Elisha thus treated the Sy1;an a1'Illy sent against 
him. 2 Kings vi. 21-23. • 

Azariah, Berechiah, Amass, &c., obedient to the 
word of the Lord, clothed and fed their captives 
(2 Chron. xxviii. 12-15), mindful that, with them­
selves, were sins against the Lord. 2 Chron'. xxviii. 10. 

Ananias of Damascus readily and affectionately 
executed his commission to Saul of Tarsus, who had 
so lately been breathing out threatening and slaughte1· 
against the Christians at Damascus. Acts ix. 17. 

Exoll. xxiii. 4, 5. 
Prov. xxiv. 17. 29. 
Malt. v.44. 
Rom. xii. 20, 21. 

11 We are the dis­
ciples of him who 
died for his enc­
mies."-Bp. Wilson. 

Litany: 
"That it may 
please Thee to for­
give our enemieR, 
persecutors, and 
slanderers, and to 
tnrn their hearts." 

The intense anxiety of Paul to impart the bread of 
life to bis countrymen, though their hearts were filled Collect for St. Stc­
with the bitterest enmity against him. Rom. ix. 1-3. phen's Day. 
See also Acts xxvi. 29. 

Our blessed Lord's prayer for his mui·derers, "who 
seems to feel the injury these poor creatures did to 
their own souls more than the wounds they gave Him 
(Luke xxiii. 34), offering up his blood as well as his 
prayers to procure a pardon for those that shed it." 

xxv. 22. For thou t!talt !,eap coals of fire upon ltis TtcaJ, and the Lord 
shall 1·eu:ard thee. 

David. The influence of his conduct on Saul, and 
the Lord's reward of Saul. See p. 52. 

xxv. 25. As cold icaters to a t!tirsty soul, 

The refreshme11t to Hagar, when perishing in !he 
wilderness (Gen. xxi. 16-19); and to Samson (Judg. 
x,·. 18, 19), when sore athirst; and to the panting 
hart, as described by David, chased in sultry weather 
over the clu:;ty plains. Ps. xiii. I, 2. 
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so is good nerrs from a far counti·y. 
Jacob hearing of Joseph. Gen. xlv. 25-28. 
'l'he messengers who brought the proclamation of 

Cyrus to Jc1·usalem, nnnouncing the restoration of the 
Jews, as foretold by Isaiah (Iii, 7) ; anc\ which sha,.. 
dowed forth the blessings attendant on the preaching 
of the Gospel. Rom. x. 14, 15. 

Paul's joy when o. prisoner at Rome, on healing of 
the faith and love of the saints at Colosse (Col. i. 3, 4), 
at Ephesus (Eph. i. 15, IG), and at Philippi. Phu. i. 
3-6. 

llH 

Luke ii. l'l, II. 
Rev. xiv. 13; xxi. 
1-7; xxU. 17. 

Ch. xxv. 2G. A righteous man falling down before tlie tticlud is as a 
ti·oubled fountain, and a corrupt spring. (Explained p. 21.) 

David falling into sin, caused the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme (2 Sam. xii. 14), and set an example 
which some of his own children (Amnon and Absalom) 
followed. 

Solomon's fall raised up adversaries against him and 
his kingdom.(! Kings xi. 14. 23. 25), led to the separa­
tion of the ten tribes (1 Kings xi. 11); and traces of 
the evils he introduced occur even in the reign of 
Josiah. 2 Kings xxiii. 13. 

Naboth's murder by the mockery of a judicial pro­
cess (1 Kings xxi. 9-13), showed the very fountain of 
justice was corrupted in Israel. See Bp. Patrick. 

The murder of the prophet Zechariah, the son of 
Jehoiada, brought great trouble upon Joa.sh and his 
kingdom of Judah. 2 Chron. xxiv. 21-25. 

The destruction of their prophets and righteons men 
by the Jews, and the calamities which followed, as 
alluded to by our Lord. Matt. xxiii. 34-38. 

Cultivate a sclemn 
sense of the respon­
sibility attaching to 
a religious profcs~ 
sion : on the nature 
of which, see the 
Bapl ismal Service. 
Watch and pray, 
that you may act 
consistently with it, 
and may be pre­
served from dis­
honouring that holy 
name by which you 
are called. 2 Tim. 
ii. 19. Mntt. v. 13-
16. Ps. xvii. 5. 
Collect for 4th Sun­
day afler tl>< Epi­
phany. 
Litany: 
11 Thati t may please 
Thee .... to raise 
up them that fall,'~ 
11:c. 

xxv. 27. It is not good to eat mucl, honey: so for men to search their o,m 
glory is not glory. (Explained p. 34.) 

The presumptuous Babel-builders, one of whose 
motives wns to make them a name (Gen. xi. 4); in 
which hope they have utterly failed, as none of their 
names ha,•e been recorded in history. Pro'll. x. 7, 

Jehu's ostentatious remnrk to Jehonadab. 2 K-ings 
x. IG. 

Nebuchadnezzar. Da11. iv. 30, 
Matthew, in recording his nbandonment of every 

worldly prospect for Christ, seeks no commendation 
for it. 111 au. ix. !), 

'l'hc Jews. Undue rcgarJ to reputation wns one 
chief source of their unbelief of our Lord. (Jolt1t v. 44.) 
"'l'oo much desire to please man, mightily prejudiceth 
the pleasing of God."-Abp. Leigltton. 

Paul. 'l'he pain it was to him to speak well of him­
self (2 Cor. xii. 1. II); his freely spenl<ing of his thorn 

Prov. xxv. lG. 
Phil. ii. J. 

He who loves praise­
loves temptation.·• 

Nc:ther pr:iisc nrir 
dispraise thyself; 
the effect speaks, 
the tongue need not. 
11 The deYil never 
temp ls us with more 
surcess than when 
he tempts us with a 
sight or our gooll 
actions."-b'p. Wi/­
,1011. 

11 0 Go~l, let fl!C so 
hide myself tl,at I 
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in the flesh (2 Co,·. xii. 7. Gal. iv. 14); but not till 
fourteen years after the event, alluding to the honou1• 
of having been caught up into the third heaven. (2 Oor. 
xii. 2.) "He only mentions this vision in answer to 
the false teachers who had disputed his apostolical 
power, and comprehends it all in three sentences, with 
many excuses fo1• being compelled to make any men­
tion of it at all."-Lyttkton on the ConM'swn of St. 
Paul. 

Even onr bleS!Jed Lord sought not his own glory. 
John \'iii. 50. 

mny not wronA' thee, 
and wisely clletln-
1!Ulsh between thy 
praise and my own." 
-Bp.Hall. 

Phil. Ii. 5-7. 

See on Prov. xxviL 
2. 

Oh. xxv. 28. He that hath no rule o1'er his oum spirit, ill like a city that 
is broken dou,n and without waUs *. 

Esau's ).)_Urpose to murder his twin brother, Gen. Prov. xix. 19; xxii. 
xxvii. 41. Pro1J. xxvii. 3. 24. 

Samson's we.nt of "Self-government, though the 
strongest of men. Judg. xvi. 

Saul's attempt to kill his son Jona.than. (1 Sam. xx. 
30-33.) Though a king, yet being governed by his 
passions, he was in a worse state than the most miser­
able slave. 

Accustom yourself 
to self-control in 
matters of small 
moment, as a train­
ing for those ot 
greater importance. 

Nebuchadnezzar. (Dan. iii. 13-19.) He is unfit Learn to be abused 
to rule others who cannot rule himself. ;;~out being an-

Paul before his conversion. Acts ix. l ; xxvL 11. 
The mob at Ephesns respecting their goddess Dia.na. ::,f;;e ~~:!~.!:e~ 

Ads xix. 28-34. not foz victory. 
The Philippian jailor on the very point of eelf-

deetruction. Acts xvi. 2'/. Give sort words and 
Abraham, without a murmur, offered up hie only- hatd arguments. 

begotten (Heb. xi. 17), and bore alone the anguish such 
a command must have involved. "It.is thine, 0 Lord ! 
to will, mine to obey." 

The remarkable rule over her own spirit shown by 
the Shunammite woman when accosted by Gehazi. 
2 Kings iv. 26. 

The more than human dignity of our Lord on his 
trial, in his replies to the high priest (John xviii. 20-

" Is it not evident 
weakness to be able 
to suffer nothing, to 
think it strength 
and greatness of 
spirit to bear no­
thing, to be aenaible 
of every touoh."­
.11.bp. Leighto11. 

23) a.nd to Pilate (John xix. 11), and especially in his Col!ectror 41ll Sun­
silence (.ilfatt. xxvii. 14), contrasted even with him day after Easter. 
who was not a whit behind the chief of the Apoetlee. See 00 Ptov. xvi. 
A~x~.& R 

xxvi. 2. As tl,e bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so tl,e curse 
causeless shall wt come. ( Explained p. 52.) 

Balaam's curse came not on Israel (Neh. xiii. 2); I Pet. iii. 18. 
nor Goliath's (I Sam. xvii. 43); nor Shimei'e (2 Sam. 
xvi. 5) on David. Who can curse 

The curse upon the children of Bethel was not with- whom God has not 
out a cause (2 Kings ii. 24); nor that on Jericho (Josh. cursed! yea, such 

• It wao thought a peculiar shame and reproach lo a city to be without walls. See 
Neli. ii. 17. 
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vi. 26); nnd 600 years after it was uttered, it overtook shall be cursed 
Hie! in the destruction of his children Abiram and ;,~'::;:~~~-
Segub. l Kings xvi. 34. 

Cl,. xxvi. 4. Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be 
like unto him. (Explained p. 12.) 

Davicl, though he had been anointed to be the future 
king of Israel ( 1 Sam. xvi. 13), did not, in his answer 
to his brother (1 Sam. xvii. 29), betray the same loss 
of temper as his brother. ( 1 Sam. xvii. 28.) A civil 
answer to a rude speech costs not much, and it is 
:worth a great deal. 

The Jews' treatment .of Rabehakeh's insolence. 
2 Kings xviii. 36. 

Jeremiah went his way (Jer. xxviii.11), not entering 
into further altercation with so violent a man (ver. 10) 
as Hananiah, waiting till God directed him what to say 
and do. 

Michael, the archangel, his mild rebuke of Satan. 
Jude 9. 

Prov. xvii. 14. 
I Pet. il. 21-23. 

Never reprove 
pride with pride, 
nor check passion 
with passion, nor 
speak againrt bit­
terness of spirit 
with a bitter spirit. 

Ps. cxli. 3. 

xxvi. 6. He that .sendeth -a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off tl,e 
feet, and drinkl,th d011ru:u.Je, (Explained p. 52.) 

The ten spies, sent at the petition of the Israelites 
(Deut. i. 22), occasioned great evil by their evil report 
of the promised land. Numb. xiii. 32; xiv. 29-36. 

Benhadad, by sending '.Elazael to Elisha, brought 
destruction on•himself. 2 Kmgs viii. 8-15. 

Prov. x. 26; xiii. 
17. See OD Prov. 
xxv. 13, on the du­
ties of servants. 

xxvi. ·7. The legs of the lame are not equal, so is c1 pa-i-able in the mout!, 
of fools. (Explained p. 53.) 

How unseemly in so determinately a wicked man RS 

Bnlaam taking up his parable and expressing his de­
sire to die the death of the righteous ! N um. xxiii. 
7-10. 

The wicked referred to by the Psalmist. Ps. I. 16. 
The hypocrite's advice to his brotl1er. J[att. vii. 4, 5. 
The proverb (" Physician, heal thyself") applied by 

tJ1e men of Nazareth to our Lord. Luke iv. 23. 

Prov. xvii. 7. 
Collect for let Sun­
day after Epiphany, 
praying not only for 
a knowledge of our 
duty, but that our 
conduct may be 
consistent with our 
knowledge. 

xxvi. 8. As he that bi11detl1 c, stone in a sling, so is l,e that gh-ctli ho11oul' 
to a fool. (Explnined p. 53.) 

The congregation who yieldeu obedience to Kornh, 
who, being only a Levite, sought the priesthoocl. Num. 
X Vi. 11. 32, 33. 

The honour put by the Shechemitcs upon Abimc­
lech, the base-born son of Gideon. Jui.lg. ix. 6. 

Ahnsuerus' promotion of Haman the Agagite. (Est!,. 
iii. I.) "The authority committed to the wicked may 
be sometimes compared to putting a sword or a loaded 
pistol into a madmnn'a hands." 

Joel nnd Abinh only brought disc1·eclit upon their 
father. I Sam. viii. 1-5, 

Prov. xxvi. 1. 
Prayer in Ember 
week: "Lay hands 
suddenly on no 
mon," &c. 
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C'h. XX\'i. 9. As a tl,om goeth rip into the hand of a dm11kard, so is a 
l'ai-ah/e in the month of.fool$, 

The devil referring to Scripture, nud ou1· Lord con­
founding him by Scripture. Mau. iv. 

The proverb adopted by the Jews. Ezekiel showed 
the ruisapplicatiou they had made of it, by vindicating 
God's justice iu thei1• punishment. E:ek. xviii. 2, &c. 

See on Prov. xxvi. 
7. 

xxvi. ll. As a dog returnet/1 to his -r:oinit, so a fool r~tui·neth to liisfu/lg. 
The Sodomites, being divinely delivered by the help Jer. xiii. 23. 

of Abraham, who onrthrew the army that had spoiled 2 Pet. ii. 20-22. 
them, and reconred the spoil (Gen. xiv. 14-24), f8

• lxxxv. B; xvii. 
forgat their former punishment and marvellous deli­
verance, and ran furiously into more foul sills, wherein 
they utterly perished by a most terrible vengeance. 
Gen. xviii. 20; xix. 24. ]J{elancthon. 

Pharaoh, after his confession of his sinfulness. (Exod. 
ix. 27-34.) God had no sooner done thundering tho.n 
he had done fearing. (See also eh. xiv. 5.) Many have 
had great and heavy afflictions one after another, and 
been humbled, and yet not made humble; humbled by 
force in their outward condition, but not humbled in 
their inward temper. 

Ahab "rends his clothes, not his heart ; he puts on 
sackcloth, not amendment ; he lies in sackcloth, but 
he lies in his idolatry ; he walks softly, he walks not 
sincerely;" after his deep humiliation before God, giving 
himself up to the guidance of the prophets of Baal. 
(I Kings xxi. 27; xxii. 6-8.) Never rest in convic­
tions till they end in conversion. 

The drunkard, as described Prov. xxiii. 35, though 
admitting the many evils Iris sin brought upon him, 
and which are so forcibly shown in verses 29-34. 

Herod, after hearing John the Baptist, and doing 
many things which he taught, murdered him. (11,Jai·k 
vi. 20-'.!7.) Outward reformation of life can no more 
quicken or change the heart of the sinner dead in 
trespasses and sins, than the putting a fine ga1·ment on 
a corpse could raise it to life. 

Parable of the man with an unclean spirit. (1lfatt. 
xii. 43-45.) "Let every man that would avoid a. 
return to his former iniquity, be infinitely careful to 
:n·oid every new sin, for it is like a blow to a broken 
leg, or a burden to a crushed arm .. Every little tl~!ng 
disorders the new health and unfimshed recovery. -
J. Taylor. 

False teachers under the Gospel. 2 Pet. ii. 22. 
Demas. 2 Tim. iv. 10. 

Those who have 
been dedicated to 
God in baptism, nnd 
in confirmaLion 
ha\·e professed to re­
nounce sin, should 
be warned by this 
proverb to exercise 
frequent self-exa­
mination how far 
by neglect of the 
Scriptures, of pri­
vate prayer, the 
holy sacrament, by 
love of sinful plea­
sure, by the iudul- • 
gence of intempe­
rance, impurity,. 
vanity, pride, cove­
tousness, and other 
evil tempers, they 
are giving signs o, 
return lo a. worldly 
life. 

xx,·i. 12. Seest t1,01t a man wise in T,is 01m conceit? tliere is more lwpe of 
a fuol than of hi111. 

The sluggard, as alluded to Prov. xxvi. 1(), and which I Cor. iii, 18, 19; 
refers to the connexion between sloth and self-conceit. viii. 2• 
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Sloth makes men igmol'ant, and ignorance makes them 
impudent. 

'fhe Plrnrisecs' rejection of our Lord (John ix. 34-
41. ,lfatt. xxiii. l 7-33), so that publicans and harlots 
entered the kingdom of heaven before them (11latt. xxi. 
31) ; as for instance Zaccheus (Luke xix. 9), and the 
woman that was a sinner. Luke vii. 36-60. 

The Church of Laodicea. (Re1i. iii. 17.) The first 
stumbling-block in the school of morality is this,-man 
fol'gets that he is a fallen creature. Hope in Christ is 
founded on despair of self. 

Isa. lxvi. 2. 
I Pet. v. 5. 

It is some good de­
gree of improve­
ment when we are 
afraid to be posi­
tl•e. 

Cl,. xxvi. 23. Burning lips and a !ticked l,eart are like a potsherd corered 
with sili:ei· dross. 

Jacob's sons, who had bereaved him of his child, 
rising up to comfort him. Gen. xxxvii. :-15, 

Absalom's condescension to the men of Israel, in 
connexion with the utter worthlessness of his charac­
ter, and the wickedness of the object of his conrteous­
ness to them. 2 Smn. xv. 5, 6. 10. 

J oab's hypocritical salutation of Abner. 2 Sam. xx. 
9, 10. Pro D. x. 11. 

Sanballat's profession of friendship to Nehemiah, 
the words of whose mouth were iniquity and deceit. 
Nel,. vi. 2. 

The so1·did mean man who, with the wish to be 
thought liberal, grudges the entertainment he gives. 
Pror. xxiii. 6, 7-

Ezekiel's hearers. Ezek. xxxiii. 31. 
The Phal'isees and Herodiaus. Matt. xxii. 16. 18. 
Judas joined with Peter in the solemn declaration 

of attachment to om· Lol'd (1llark xiv. 31), at the very 
moment he was deliberately plotting to betray him, 
which he did with a kiss. Luke xxii. 47, 48. 

Prov. xv. 17. 
Rom. xii. D. 
Epb. iv. 15. 

Deeds are fruiLci, 
words are but 
lca\"es. 

See on Prov. x. I B. 

xxvi. 24, 25. He tliat hatetl, dissembletl, with his lips, and laye!l, up 
deceit within l1i11, ; wlien he speaketh fair, belieu him not; for there are sew, 
abominations fa his heart. (Explained p. 53.) 

Cain t11lked with Abel in a friendly manner (as one 
brothe1· speaks to another), 11nd then rose up on a 
sudden and slew him. Gen. iv. 8. I Jolin iii, 12. Bp. 
Patrick. 

Absalom, in the murder of his brothc1· Amnon. 
2 Sam. xiii. 24-29. 

The ti·cachcl'y of Jercmiah's brethren, who, though 
they spoke friendly to him, hacl endeavoured to excite 
the multitude against him. Jer. xii. G. 

Rabshakeh's fail' promises to the Jews. 2 Kings 
xviii. 31. 

Herocl to the wise men. llfatt. ii. 8. 
Nehemiah believed not Snnballat. Nd,. vi. 1-4. 

A crafty hypocrilc 
never means so ill 
as when he speaks 
fairest. 

1 Thcss. \". 21. 
Isa. ,•iii. 20. 
Litany: 11 Front . .. 
the crafts ... or the 
devil, Good Lord 
deliver us." 
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But Eve foll a victim from believing the foir speak-
ing of the devil ( Gen. iii. 5), and this is the general 
oha.ract.er of his t~mptation in every ngc. 2 Coi·. xi. 3. See on Prov, x. 18. 

Cl,,. XKVi. 27. TVTwso diggeth a pit sl1all fall therein; and he .tl,at i·olletlt 
a st-0ne, it ,cill return upon hi111. 

Jacob deceived his father with a kid (Gen. xxvii. 9. 
14, &c.); more than forty yea.rs after, his children 
deceive him with a kid. G-en. xxxvii. 31, 32. 

David artfully contrived the mw·der of Uriah by the 
sword (2 Sa.in. xi. 14, 15); and the providence of God 
so appointed it, that the sword never departed from 
his house. 2 Sam. xii. 10. Jer. ii. 19. 

Haman. Esth. vii. 10. Ps. ix. 15. 
Bigthan and Teresh's attempt to assassinate Aha­

suerus. Esth. ii. 21-23. 
Cush, the Benjamite; see Ps. vii. 15, 16, and the 

title to this Psalm. 
Daniel's accusers, their bad counsel, but worst to the 

giver, taken in their o"'-n craftiness. Dan. vi. 4-9. 13. 
24. Pro1!. xi. 5, 6. 

The Jews put our Lord to death, that the Romans 
might not come and take away their place and nation ; 
by that very act they drew down the vengeance of God, 
which God, as we learn from profane history, appointed 
the Romans to execute. John xi. 48. 

Prov. xx. 17 i xxvi. 
26. 
Eccles. x. 8. 
Numb. xxxii. 23. 
Jcr. iv. 18. . 
The deceiver is 
often ruined by de­
ceit. 
There is no law 
more just lllan that 
the contrivers of 
destruclion should 
peri•h by their own 
acts. 

See on Prov. xl, 27; 
xxviii. 10. 

xxvi. 28. A lying tongue hateth t7wse tl,at are ajfli,otea by it: 

The Jews uttered w1truths against our Lord (John 
viii. 41); and when the lie was exposed to them (ver. 
42-47), hated him i;he more. John viii. 48; x. 32, 33; 
xv. 22-24. 

The accusers of Stephen, namely, those of the syna­
gogues of the Libertines, Cyrenians, &c., attempted ·to 
perjure away his life, because they could not resist his 
wisdom. Acts vi. 9. 14. 

The devil, who ruined our first parents by a lie ( Gen. 
iii.), has never ceased his enmity against their pos­
terity. 1 Pet. v. 8. 

and a flattering ,noutlt worketlt 1-uin, 

Twenty thousand men fell a sacrifice to Absalom's 
flattery. 2 Sam. xv. 4-6; xviii. 7. Pro1J. xi. 9. 

Ahab's prophets. 1 Kings xxii. 11, 12, 
The adulteress, whose lips drop as an honeycomb, 

and her mouth is smoother than oil, but whose house 
inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead, hel' 
steps take hold on hell. Pro1!. ii. 16. 18, 19; v. 3-5. 

The false prophets among the Jews in the time of 
Jeremiah. Jer. xiv. 14-16. Ps. xii. 2, 3. 

Those who flattel'ed Herod Agrippa (Acts xii. 22, 
23) ; illustrating the 1'cmarl1, that never is !I mortnl so 

.Eph. iv. 29-32. 

" He that injures 
another, hates ·him 
in proportion to the 
injury."-Tacitua. 

If such is the ma­
lignity of a lying 
tongue, how careful 
should we be to 
avoid lying. 

Eph. iv. 25. 
",ve are disposed 
to love those who 
profess to admire 
IIB,"-AristoUe. 

A flntterlng mouth 
is an open sc• 
pulchre. 
I John iii. 18. 

See on Prov. xxlx, 
5; XX, 19, 
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near destruction as when he forgets that he is mortal. 
Know thyself, and then no flattery can deceive thee. 
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C!h. xxvii. 1. Bo(J,8/, not thyself of to-m-0rrmc; frn- tlwu knowest not wlurt 
a day may bring f<Yrth. 

Cherdorlaomer's sudden overthrow in the dead of 
the night, at the moment he had been subduing all the 
kings around him. Gen. xiv. 15. Ecdes. ix. 12. 

Jonathan comforted himself with the prospect of 
renewing his friendship with David when David 
should become king (I Sam. xxiii. I 7), but a far other 
fate awaited him. I Sam. xxxi. 2. 

Abner, who promises kingdoms (2 Sam. iii. 9, 10), 
cannot secure to himself one certain hour of life. 
2 Sam. iii. 27. 

Benhadad (I Kings xx. 3-31), when girding on his 
harness, vainly boasted as he that taketh it off. 
Ver. 11. 

Ahab's direction respecting Mica.ia.h. l Kings xxii, 
26, 27. 34-37. 

Haman. (Esth. v. 12; vii. l. 10.) He who in the 
morning all knees bowed unto as more than a man, 
now hangs up like a despised vermin for a prey to the 
ravens. Bp.HaU. 

Nebuchadnezzar's sudden insanity. Dan. iv., 30, 31 
-33. 

Belshazzar's great promises to Daniel to make him 
the third ruler in the kingdom, but his destruction on 
that very night in the midst of his festivity. Dan. v. 
30. Job xxvii. 20, 21. 

The rich fool in the para.hie. (Luke xii. 20.) The 
God in whose hands your breath 1s, may have dated 
your death much earlier than you are dating it 
yourself. 

Though neither Jephthah (Judg. xi. 34, 35), nor 
Ishbosheth (2 Sam. iv. 6, 7), nor the Shunammite 
woman (2 Kings iv. 18-20), nor the men on whom 
the tower of Siloam fell (Luke xiii. 4, 5), boasted of to­
mon·ow, in their history is ilhistrated how little we 
know what a day may bring forth. It is good in a 
fail• morning to think of the storm that may arise 
before night. 

The mnnner in which Paul expresses his purpose of 
visiting Corintl1 (I Cor. xvi. 7), Philippi (Phil. ii. 10. 
23, 24), and Thessalonica ( I Tl,ess. iii. I I), shows the 
spirit in which all ow· plans should be formed. 

Prov. iii. 27, 23. 
James tv. 13, 14. 
Burial Service: 
Sentences when 
they come to the 
grave, while the 
corpse is made 
ready to be laid in 
the earth. 

Commination Ser­
vice: 11 Therefore, 
brethren, take we 
heed by times whi!e 
the day of sal va­
tion," &c. 

Let none defer re­
pentance. Put not 
that off too late 
which cannot be 
done too soon. He 
who hath promised 
pardon, bath not 
promised to-mor­
row. To sin in the 
hope of mercy is the 
greatest abuse or 
mercy. lfl put off 
God to-day He may 
put me off to-mor­
row. Prov. i. 24-
31. 

Communion Ser-
vice: 
Collect beginning, 
" ABBist us merci­
fully, 0 Lord, in 
these our supplica­
tions," &:c. 
Ps. xc. 12. 

xxvii. 2. Let anotliei- man praise thee, and not tl,ine 
stmnger, m,d not tl1ine 01rn lips. 

oU'n ~noutli; a 

Our Lord's notice of -the Centurion (Matt. viii. I O), 
and of John the Baptist (1'\fatt. xi. 11; John v. 35), 
contrasted with their account of themselves. Matt. 
viii. 8 ; iii. 11 ; John iii. 29, 30. 

., Scarce any show 
thcmseh·es to ad­
vantage who are 
o\"er solicitous of 
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Luke is highly spoken of by St. Paul in hie Epistles 
(Col. iv. 14. 2 7'i,n. iv. 11), but ne,•er in his own 
w1·itings alludes to any thing he said 01· did, to 1·eflect 
credit on himself, though with the Apostle in many of 
the scenes referred to in the Acts. (Acts xvi. 11 ; xx, 
6-xxviii.) "0 God, if we do aught that is good, it is 
thine own act nnd not ours ! Crown thine own work 
iu us, and take Thou tl1e glory."-Bp. Hall. 

Samuel (I Sam. xii. 3) and Paul (2 Cor. xi. 12, &c.) 
commended themselves, but the glory of God, the 
credit of religion, the cause of ti·uth and self-vindication, 
required it. 

doing so." - Bp. 
Buller. 

•
1 Speech of a tn:in's 

self ought to be sel­
dom nnll well cho• 
sen."-Lord Bacon. 

See on Pro,•. xxv. 
27; xxvii. 21. 

Ch. xxYii, 3. A stone is ltea~y and the sand ·weighty, /rut a fool's 1eratlt is 
liearier tltan tl,e,n both, 

Dalamn's was a fool's wrath. Numb. xxii. 27. 
The servant who, when he had been forgiven by his 

master ten thousand talents, equivalent to many 
hundred thousand pounds, would not forgive his fellow­
servant one hundred pence. Matt. xviii. 30. Bp. 
Patr~k. 

D:wid was for the moment overcome by an"er, but 
it did not rest in his bosom, the sun did not g°o down 
upon his wrath. l Sam. xxv. 33. 

Prov. xvii. 12. 
Eph. iv. 26. 
Say nothing to any 
one In a fury, for 
that is like pulling 
to sea in a storm. 
·wise men, remem• 
Uering their own 
infirmities, bear 
with those of other•. 
See on Prov, xxv. 
28. 

xx,•ii. 4. Wrath is cruel, and anger is ouimgeous; but u:l,o is able to 
stand before en~y? 

Envy led Cain to murder his brother. Gen. iv. 4, 5, 
8. I Jolin iii. 12. 

Moses, the meekest of men, was the object of envy, 
not only to Dathan, &c. (Numb. xvi.), but even to his 
own brother and sister. Numb. xii. 2. 

Envy will often conceal itself under the garb of 
friendship. Thus Saul sought to murder David (I Sam. 
xv iii. 25 ), envious of his praise. l Sam. xviii. 7-fJ. 

Envy is unwearied ; Paul had to encounter violent 
assaults from the fury of the Gentiles, as, for instance, 
at Ephesus (Acts xix.), but they passed off; wo ncvc1· 
read of the Gentiles persecuting him from city to city, 
but it was far othe1·wisc with the Jews, who, filled 
with envy (Act, xiii. 45-50), never ceased thei1• per­
secution. Acts xiv. lfJ; xvii. 5. 

Through envy the Jews killed the Prince of life, 
desiring a murderer iu his stead. .ll[e1it. xxvii, HJ. 
Acts iii. 14, 15. 

Envy will often invoh•a the innocent : thus Saul, 
through envy of David (l Sam. xviii. 5-fJ), murdered 
a city of the Lord's priest~. l Sam. xxii. 17-10. 

The chief priests who envied our Lord (1lfark xv. 
10), songht to destroy Lazarus also. Jolin xii. 10. 

Prov. vi. 3-1-. 
Gal. v. 16-26. 
Jame, iii, 16. 

11 Envy is the 
daughter of pride, 
the aulhor of re­
venge and murder, 
the beginner of se­
dition, and the per­
petual tormentor of 
v irtuc."-Socratea. 

"Nalure In every 
man is both envious 
and disdainful, and 
never loves to ho­
nour another, but 
when it may lle an 
honour to itsclf."­
Bp. I/all, 

Litany: 
'

1 From cn,·y, gooU 
Lord, deliver us." 

See on Prov. ~Iv. 
30. 
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Ck. xxvii. 5, Open rebuke i• better tluin eel}ret lou. 
Paul's open rebuke of Peter wo.a a greater act of 

friendship to him, than had he, to spare his feelings, 
left him in error. ( Gal. ii. 11-14.) No friendship can 
excuse a sin. 

Adam would have better shown his love to Eve, by 
repl'oving her, than by hearkening to her voice. Gen. 
iii.6,17, 

Ell's was not open rebuke of Hophni and Phineas. 
He did not exel'cise his authority to restrain them, 
(I Sam. ii. 23; iii. 13.) We are guilty of the evil we 
might have hindered, 

David's love to Adonijah was sel}7et love, too fearful 
r,f offending him by rebuking him (1 Kings i. 6), and 
this foolish son became the calamity of his father. 
Pro~. x.ix. 13. 

Azal'iah's rebuke of Uzziah (2 Chron. xxvi.17-21), 
though attended with -such humiliating consequences 
to Uzziah, was better than Urijah's compliance with 
Ahaz (2 Kings xvi. 16) ; Ahaz, thus encouraged in 
sin, even by the High Priest, perished in his iniquity. 

The fidelity of Paul in reproving the Corinthians, 
considering how many tears and bow much anguish of 
hea1-t it cost him. 2 Cor. ii. 2, 3. 

His intense love for the Galatians, shown in his 
mannel' of reproving them. Gal. iv. 16. 19. 
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Prov. xxviii. 23. 
Lev. xix. 17. 
I Tim. v. 20. 
Eph. iv. 15. 
" Reckon them 
faithful, not who 
praise every thing 
thou sayest or doest, 
but those who re­
prove what is 
amiss."-1,ocrale,. 
"It is no good office 
to make my friend 
more vicious or 
more a fool; I will 
restrain bis folly, 
but not nurse it .. "­
J, Taylor. 
The reproof given is 
a duty discharged. 
"I thank that man 
as my friend 
through whose ad. 4 

vice I am enabled 
to wipe off the ble-
1nishcs of my .5ou.l 
before the appear4 

ance of the awful 
Judge." - Gregor!/ 
the First. 

xxvii. G. Faithful are tlie 1counds of a friend, but 11,e kisses of an e11emy 
are deceitful. 

Nehemiah's reproof of the nobles, aud the good 
result attending it (Neh. v. 7-13), but the deceitful­
ness of Gcshem's friendship for him. Neh. vi. 2. 

The prophet J ehu's repl'oof of Jehoshaphat, which 
was followed by his increased diligence in duty (2 Chron. 
xix. 2-11), was much to bo prefel'red befol'e Ahab's 
deceitful hospital.ity to him (2 C/,ron. xvii.i. 2, 3), which 
ensnal'ed him to go to Ramoth-Gilead, where he neal'ly 
lost his life (l Kings xxii. 32), and brought the anger 
of God upon him. (2 Cl,ron, xix. 2.) All are not friends 
tlmt speak us fair. See on Pro~. xxvii, 14. 

Our Lord's reproof of Martha (Luke x. 4.l, 42. Joltn 
xi. 5), nnd of Peter (Luke xxii, 61 ), which b1·ought 
him to repentance, 

Our Lol'd upbmidecl the Apostles for their unbelief 
(1Vark xvi. 14), but did not withdraw his confidence 
from them. Ver. 15. 

Ps. cxll. 5. 
Jobv.17, IS. 
Rev. iii. 19. 
Prov. xx,·iii. 23. 

"There cannot be 
a more worthy im 4 

provcmenlof fricnd 4 

ship lhan in a fer 4 

vent opposition to 
the sins of those we 
love."-Dp. Ilall. 

Sec on Prov. x. 18; 
:XX.\'i. 23. 

xxvii. 7, The f,dl soul loatl,etl, an honeycomb; but lo the l11rngry soul 
eve1·y bitter thing is su,eet. (Explained p. 10.) 

At Nazareth, where our Lord spent nearly thil'ty 
yeal'S of his life, when he opened his commission there, 
they loathed his instructions, and attempted to kill 
him. Luke iv. 29. 11/ark vi. 3. John vii. 5. 

"The true scnnnt 
of God, who hungers 
and thi1ets aJto[ 
righteousness, is 
tha[lkful even for 
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We read of our Lord going only once to the coasts 
of TJTe and Sidon, but there the woman of Cann.nu 
manifested intense earnestness and great faith, not­
withstanding our Lord's apparent eevel'ity. JJ[att. xv, 
26, 27, 

The prodigal sou, unsatisfied with o. home that fur­
nished him every blessing, but when brought by his 
folly and sin to want, would fain have filled hie belly 
with the husks that the swine did eat, &c. Lulce xv. 
12, 13. 16-18, 19. 

all1lctlon, because It 
brings hhn nearer 
to God." 
Ps. cxlx. 67, 71. 
Matt. v. G. 

Cl,. xx,•ii. 8. As a bird tl,at 'llXIirul.ereth jr<Yln her nest \_so is a man that 
,candereth fro,n his place. 

Cain rendered restless by an accusing conscience, 
and giving himself up to a wandering life (Gen.iv. 14), 
::.bandoned his religious privileges. ( Gen. iv .. 16.) To 
withdraw from prayer is to withdraw from God. 

Hagar, a. servant,. improperly leaving her place, 
brought upon her the reproof of God. Gen. xvi. 6-9. • 

David, though commanded by the erophet Gad to 
remain in Judah (1 Sam .. xx.ii,. o), and. having the. 
promise of God that he should succeed to Saul's. 
throne (l Sam. xvi. 12, 13), fled through fear of Saul 
into the land of the Philistines (1 Sam. xxvii, l),.and 
involved himself thereby in many difficulties (I Sam. 
xxix. 1, 2.), one of which was the danger of fighting 
against his own country. We- always increase. our 
difficulties by adopting sinful expedients to avoid 
them. 

Jonah, fleeing from the presence of the Lord; and· 
the evil which he in consequence brought upon him­
self. Jonah i. ii. Pro1J. xiii. lo. 

Elijah discontented, and even weary of. life, wan­
dered from the path of duty, because a post of danger. 
l Kings xix. _ 4-9. 

Nehemiah, on the contrary, met the danger- with 
which he was threatened, and in dependence on the 
grace of God overcame it, Nef,. vi. 11-13. 

John Mark shrunk from the missionary labours and 
dangers conn11cted with his attendance on Paul and 
his uncle Barnabas (Aets xiii. l3); and. this want of 
steadiness on his part gave occnsion afterwards- to a 
contention between those two Apostles, which led to 
their separation. .AatB Xl', 39. 

Those young women, refeITed to by St. Paul; who 
learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house. 
(I Ti'III .. V. 13. Se.J Tit. ii. 4, o.) To a good wife it is 
no punishment to stay at home. A w-0man's praise ii! 
in he1· household. They that love to be abroad, leave 
their work at home undone. 

Catechism. 
Duty towards my 
neighbour. 
"Learn and labour, 
&c., to do my duty 
in that state of life 
unto which it shall 
please God to call 
me.'' 
I Cor. vii. 20. 

" He whose levity 
or disconteritmakes 
him rashly leave 
his country, or 
trade, or ofllce, too 
often undoes him­
self, but rarely 
mends his condi­
tion."-Bp.Patrick. 

Uhstable as water, 
thou shalt not excel. 

11 O my serpentine 
ways.I Woe to the 
soul which pre­
sumed, if it de­
parted from Thee; 
that it should find 
any thing better. 
I turned on every 
side, and all thinga 
were hard, and 
Thou alone wast my 
rest. Thou hast 
made- us for Thy­
self, 0 God I and 
our heart is restless 
till it find rest in 
Thee." - .A.ugw­
tlne', Co,ifuliont1. 

See on Prov. xxl. 
16. 

• This may probably refer to the·o,trich.-See Job xx:rix. 14; 15 
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Ch. xxvii. O. Oi11t1mmt cind perfume re,joice tT,,e lieart, so dotk tlie meetriess 
of a man's friend by lwarty counsel. (Explained p. 36.) 

Jonathan encouraged David to trust in God to fulfil 
his promises towards him, however great might be his 
present distress from the persecution of Saul. ( I Sam. 
xvi. 13; xxiii. 16, 17,) David was deeply sensible of 
the noble disinterestedness and love of such a friend. 
(2 Sam. i. 26.) A faithful friend is a strong defence, 
and he that bath found such an one hath found a 
treasure. Eccl,us. vi. 14. 

Ezra was encouraged by Shechaniah to proceed in 
the refonnation of the people. Ezra x. 2-4. 

With what thankfulness and joy must Peter ever 
after have regarded his brother Andrew's counsel, 
who told him he had found the Messiah, and brought 
him to Jesus (JoT,,n i. 41, 42), with whom are the 
words of eternal life (Jolllfl vi. 68), and who made him 
a partaker of it! l Per,, v. l. 

Nathanael and Philip, John i. 44---51. 

"The, best friends 
are those who sti­
mulate ua to that 
which is good.'' 
Heb. x. 21. 

A true friend is a 
guide, a support, an 
eyeJ a hand, a staff', 
a rule - prudent, 
tender, constant. 

See on Prov. xvii. 
17 i xxvii. Ii. 

xxvii. 10. Thine own friend, and tluy father'sfriend,forsoJce not; 
Hiram's kindly feeling to Solomon arose from love A long-tried friend 

to his father (1 Kings v. 1), and Solomon responded is invaluable, and 
it is a duty we owe 

to that feeling. Ver, 12. our parents when 
Mephibosheth found a friend in his father J onathan's they are gone, to 

friend (2Sam. ix. 6, 7; xxi. 7); and truly sympathised lovo their friends 
with him in his affliction. 2 8am. xix. 24-26. fh:m.consult wi th 

Rehoboam forsook. his father's friends, who, by the 
advice they gave, were his best friends, l Kings xit 
6-8. 

Joash, king of Judah, corrupted by· wicked com­
panions (2. Chron. xxiv. 17, 16), murdered· the son of 
Jehoiada (2 Chron. xxiv. 22), who had been, in n re­
markable manner, a friend to him from infancy, 
2 Chron. xxii. 11 ; xxiii. 

God condescended to take Abraham and his family 
into covenant with him. (Gen. xvii. 7: Rom. iv. 11), 
and to call Abraham his friend (Isa. xli. 8. James ii. 
23) : his son Isaac (Heb. xi. 9-20) and grandson 
Jacob (lleb. xi. 21. Gen. xxxii. O; xlvi. 3) did not for-
sake the God of their father, 

Children ad1ni tted 
into CO'fenant with 
God by baptism, 
and privileged wi•h 
pious parents, are 
under peculiarly 
solemn obligations 
not to forsake God. 
I Cbron. xxviii. 9. 
E:tod. xv. 2. 

neither go into thy brother's hou~e in the day of thy calamity, Joi· better is a 
neighbour that is near than a brother far off. 

The descendants of Jacob could not. trust to the "A brother,. if ho 
Edomites, though the descendants. of hill brother Esau. ~=~::i~:i ~=ar~~~ 
Numb. xx. 21. Obad, 12-14. ta be a friend; but 

Joseph received more. kindness from his jailor (Gen. till he be ~o, he is 
xxxix. 22, .~3) than !1e had from his own brothers ~1~: tg:y,1".:!;f'tb~f 
( Gen. xxxvn. 20); so little· can we depend upon mere tho bloSBom to tlie 

relationship; and, indeed,.had. they desired to befriend fairest fruit of Pa­
him in his captivity in Egypt, the distance at which radlse. A br,other 
they lived from him, would have prevented it. does not a.way& 
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David, in his calamity, consulted Jonathan (1 Sam. 
xx.), not Eliab, who was neithe1· near, nor lmd shown 
brotherly love. l Sain. xvii. 28. 

The wounded Jew fow1d more kindness from a Sa­
maritan than from his own bretl,ren. L11kc x. 30-37, 

Lysias, a Roman and a heathen, protected Paul 
from assassination by his own countrymen. Acts xxiii. 
12. 23. 

mnke a friend, but 
o friend ever makes 
a brother ond 
morc."-J, Taylor. 

See ou Prov. x,·iii, 
24. 

Oh. xxvii. 17. Iron sliarpeneth iron: so a man sliarpeneth tlie countenance 
of his friend. 

Jethro was rejoiced by intercourse with his son-in­
law. (Exod. xviii. 7-9). Paul by Titus (2 Cor. vii. 6), 
and by the friends who met him at Appii Forum. Acts 
xxviii. 15. 

Ahab was sharpened to the commission of crime by 
his connexion with Jezebel (l Kings xxi. 25), and 
Herod by Herodias (Mark vi. 19-28), who having 
tempted hlm to the breach of the seventh command­
ment, that of the sixth soon followed, 

Heb. x. 24. 

Prov. xiii. 20. 
I Cor. xv. 33. 

See on Prov. xxvii 
9. 

xxvii. 18. Wl,oso keepeth the .fig-tree shall eat tl,e fruit thereof: so he tliat 
1l!aitetk on his r11aStei· sl,all be honoured. (Explained p. 23.) 

Abraham's sel'Vant, after long and faithful sel'Vice 
( Gen. xxiv. 2), was honoured by the commission with 
which-he was intrusted, and by the providence of God 
guiding him in the execution of it. Gen, xxiv. 12-15. 
45. 50. 

Deborah. It is remarl,able, that though only a nurse 
in a family, her burial is recorded in a book of Scrip­
ture, which, embracing a period of 2369 years in 50 
short chapters, omits many events which we might 
have thought of more importance to record. And we 
may fairly infer from the honour paid to her memory 
by the family, (the tree under which she was buried 
being called allon baclcutl,, 'the oak of weeping,') how 
much they loved and respected her in life for her 
fidelity. Gen. xxxY. 8. Some flowers and herbs that 
grow very low are of very fragrant smell. and health­
ful use. 

Joseph. We may suppose that when fh-st purchased 
as a slave by Potiphar, he, who was.then a lad of only 
seventeen years of age, would be put to the meanest 
services; but by God's blessing on his industry, fidelity, 
and piety, he rose to be overseer over all his master's 
house, who was captain of the king's guard. (Gen. 
xxxix. 2-6.) When first committed to prison he 
was thrown into a dungeon, and loaded with fetters 
(Ps. cv. 18), but a diamond in the mire sullied and 
trampled on yet still retains its own worth, and his 
good conduct soon attracted notice and honour from 
his keeper (Gen. xxxix. 22, 23), who was probably a 

'.l'he following texts 
refer to the duties 
of servants: 
Eph. vi. 5-8. 
Col. iii. 22-25. 
I Tim. vL I, 2. 
Tit. ii. 9, 10. 
1 Pet. ii. 18. 

True greatness docs 
not depend upon 
the things we do, 
but upon the mind 
with which we do 
them. 

It is not the num­
ber of our gifts, but 
the diligent use of 
them to which our 
Master will have 
rcgaxd. 2 Cor. viii. 
12. 

"Our ordinary call­
ing is a service to 
Christ, though never 
so mean. Col. iii. 
22 - 2-1." - Judge 
Ilale. 

If our eye be ever 
towards God in 
duty, his eye will 
be e,·er upon us in 
mercy. 

It is a gracious 
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subordinate officer under Potiphnr. ( Gen. xxxvii. 36 ; 
xxxix. 1.) Yet greater honour awa.ited him when he 
entered the service of Pha.ra.oh. Gen. xii. 37-44. 

Samuel, as a child in the service of Eli, obtained 
his regard, nnd was in fa.vour with the Lord and also 
with inan. l Sam. ii. 26. 

Elisha, who poured water upon the hands of Elijah 
(2 J{i11gs iii. II), i. e. waited upon him as his servant, 
was very persevering in his attendance upon him 
(2 J{ings ii. 2. 4. 6), and obtained a double portion of 
his spirit. 2 J{i11gs ii. 9, &c. 

The centurion's servant was no doubt a faithful ser­
vant (Luke vii. 8), and was honoured by the warm 
interest his master took in his welfare. Luke vii. 2. 

The devout soldier who waited on Cornelius con­
tinually. Acts x. 7. Ps. ci. 6. 

Parable of the talents. Malt. xxv. 21. 
Enoch was highly honoured by his heavenly Master 

for his fidelity in the midst of a.bounding iniquity. 
Heb. xi. 5. 

Mary Magdalene, among the last at the cross and 
the first at the sepulchre (Matt. xxvii. 55, 56. M111rk 
xv. 47), remained when others went away (John xx. 
10, l I) ; her distinguished respect for our Lord was 
honoured by his appearing first to her. (Mark xvi. 9.) 
They that would see Jesus must seek Him. 

Every faithful servant of Christ. John xii. 26. Luke 
xii. 37. 
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Master we serve, 
no duty of ours that 
He sees not, that 
He acknowledges 
not, that He crowns 
not. Matt. x. 42. 
ha. xl. 31. 
1 Cor. xv. 58, 
Rev. iii. 12. 

See on Prov. x:xii. 
29. 

Ch. xxvii. 19. As in ttater face ansu,ereth to face, so the heart of man to 
,nan. (Explained p. 53.) 

In Ishmael's persecution of Isaac (Gen. xxi. 9) 
every ungodly man may see the tendency of his own 
carnal heart ( Gal. iv. 29), which is enmity against 
God. Rom. viii. 7. 

'fhe Jews, in their treatment of our Lord, might 
have seen their own cha.meter in the conduct of their 
fathers to the prophets. Matt. xxiii. 29-31. 

The tendency of men to neglect warnings is common 
to all nges-the days of Noah, of Lot, and of the Son 
of man. Luke xYii. 26-30. 

The following refe­
rences show that 
human nature is 
the same in all ages, 
and that from a 
study of the cha­
racters of others we 
may learn our own. 
Gen. vi. 5; viii. 21. 
Ps. xiv. 2, 3. 
Mark vii. 21-23. 
Rom. xv. 4. 1 Cor. 
x.6-12. 

xxvii. _21. ;-4• the fining-pot for sil'!ler1 and tl1e furnace Joi- gold; so is a 
ma11 to /11,11 p,·aise. 

David's humility and wisdom after having killed 
Goliath, notwithstanding the high honour to which it 
1·aised him. (1 Sam. xviii. 5, 7, 8. 15. 16. 30). A fine 
example, especially . to young men, of modesty and 
sober-miudedness. 

Joseph stood the severe test of being flattered by a 
king, without being moved to vanity of mind by it. 
Gen. xii. 15, 16. 

Peter. Acts iii. 11-16; x. 25, 26. 

The folly of being 
puffed up by praise 
oppcnrs from the 
following passage: 
Luke xvil. 10. 

I 
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Paul and Barnabas, Acts xiv, 11-15. 
Herod. As the furnace discovers whnt dross is in 

the met.al when it is melted, 110 did the praise of the 
people disco,-er the pride of his henrt-. He accepted See on Prov. xx,·ii, 
flattery, and perished, Acts xii. 21-23. 2. 

Ch. xxvii. 22. Tho11gk tlwrt shouldest bray a fool iii a moi·tar among wl,eat 
,rith a J>estle, yet 1ciU ,iot h.fa foolWine$S <kpart jl"Om, hi111. (Explained p. 36.) 

Pha.raoh : the most awful plague which was inflicted Prov. xxili. 35; 
on him aud his people, namely, the destruction of their ~=t~it. 23. 
first-born, was the first threatened (Exod. iv. 23), and The following pas­
the last executed (E:ood. xii. 29, &c.), but none of the sages show how we 
intdernf1edia

1
t
1
e adnd .... mil~er pflag

1
. uefis sofbtenedh-his _h

11
eart; ~~:i_: ,"et under 

an a ter 1e esc,•uct1011 o us rst- orn, e sti per- Eccles. vii. H : 
sist.ed in his rebellion against God. Exod. xiv. 5, &c. Jn the day of ad-

The men of Ashdod acknowledge a.nd sma.rt under ;::~: :.°f:'.der. 
the power of God. Dagon falls before the arlc, and Is any afflicted I let 
yet they cling to the worship of this idol (l Sarn. v. him pray. 
2-7), revering as sacred the very threshold on which Jobx.2; x=iv.32. 
the idol had been disgraced and broken. 

Ahaz, in the time of his distress, trespassed yet more 
against the Lord, and sacrificed to the gods of Damas­
cus who smote him. 2 Chron. xxviii. 22, 23. 

The drunkard, though suffering so severely from 
the effects of liis sin, yet seeking it again. Pro'P. xxiii. 
35. 

The history of the Jews-their desire to return 
to Egypt, though they had suffered so much from 
the cruel bondage of Egypt (Numb. xiv. 4) ; their 
hardened state under affliction, as desc1ibed by Isaiah 
(Isa. i. 5) and by Jeremiah (Jer. v. 3; xliv. 15-23). 

Contrast with these David (2Sam. xv. 26); and Ma-

The Lord save us 
from the greatest of 
all afflictions, an 
affliction lost. 

nasseh, when ca.rried captive to Babylon by Esar- See on Prov. xxi. 
haddon, king of Assy1-ia. 2 Ckron. xxxiii. 11-13. 16. 29. 

xxviii. 1. Tfie wioked flee wl,en no man pursueth; 

Adam and Eve. Gen. iii. 8. 
Joseph's brethren: showing that a guilty conscience 

exposes men to continual frights, even where no fear 
is, and makes them suspicious of every body. Gen. 
l. 15. 

The Jews, whom from the fear which guilt inspired, 
the sound of a shaken leaf terrified. Le'P, xxvi. 36. 

Ahab was struck by his guilty conscience at the 
sight of Elijah. l Kings xxi. 20. 

Herod Antipa.s, the murderer of John the Baptist. 
J,[att. xiv. 2. See on Pro-P. xx. 27. 

Felix trembled before his prisoner . .tl.cts xxiv. 25. 

but the righteous are bold as a lion. ( Expl&ined Jl· 26.) 
Moses, though standing almost alone, vindicated the 

divine honour by reproving and punishing the whole 
nation of the Israelites in rebellion against God, with 

A guilty conscience 
needs no accuser. 
Without Lhe enjoy­
ment of conscience 
we can ha,·e no 
other. 

Conscience is II the 
worm that never 
dies i" let it be trod~ 
den upon never so 
much, It will turn 
again. 

Ps. xxvli. I ; xlvi. 
1-s. 
Acts :K.xiv. 16. 
Hob. x, 19, &c. 
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Aaron at their head, (Exod. xxxii. 20.) His remark­
able how his boldness in reproof of sin wae united with 
agony of intercession for their preservation; boldness 
at a throne of grace. Ezod, xxxii. 11-13. 

J oshna.'s noble resolution, prepared if necessary to 
stand alone in the service of God (Josh. xxiv. 15); a 
pattern to all, especially to fathers and masters of 
families. See on Pro'IJ. ix. 6. 

The prophet of Judah. I King, xiii. 1-10. 
Elijah. 1 Ki11gs xviii. 111 ; 2 Kings i. 15. 
Azariah, in reproving Uzziah. 2 Chron. xxvi. 17, 18. 
Nehemiah. Neh. vi. II. 
Ezekiel is distinguished for his bold reproofs of 

(Ezek. iii. 8, 9), yet earnest intercession for, his 
countrymen (Ezek. ix. 8 ; xi. 13), and his exhortations 
to repentance. His fidelity is said to have cost him 
his life. 

Shadrach, &c., who acted upon the principle that 
duty is ours, events are God's, and in the spirit 0£ the 
Apostle's exhortation. Heb. xiii. 6. 

Peter and John (.tl.cts iv. 18, 19) ; see also Acts 
v. 41, 42), with regard to the twelve apostles. In Acts 
iv. 29 is shown whence they sought and obtained their 
boldness. 

Stephen, a beautiful instance of speaking the tl'llth 
in love, of bold reproof of sin, and of prayer for his 
murderers ( Acts vii. 51-60), thus imitating his divine 
]\faster. Ma1,t, xxiii. 13-36, with 37-39. 

Paul. (Acts xx. 22-24; xxiv. 25. l Thas. ii. 2. 
2 Tim. iv. 16, 17.) Little love, little trust; but a great 
love brings a great confidence. 

Our Lord showed his boldness and valour, not in 
the exercise of any fiery passions, not in shedding 
others' blood, but with all-conquering patienoe and 
love, shedding his own. John xviii. 4. 10, 11. 1 Pet. 
ii. 23, 24. 
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" Wbose anger 
•hould he rear who 
know• th&t God is 
propitiou9 to him? 
that Supreme King, 
the light or wbo,e 
countenance is 1ife, 
and who, by one 
smile, disperses the 
darkest cloud and 
calms the most tur­
bulent tempest."­
Abp. Leighton. 

Collect for St. John 
the Baptist's Day. 

Ch. xxviii. 2. For the transgression of a land, many are tlte princes thereof; 

During the reign of pious Asa, king of J udab, J ero­
boam, the son of Nebat, was on the throne of Israel at 
the beginning of hi.a reign (l Kings xv. 9), and Ahab, 
at the end of it ( l Ki,,gs xvi. 29. 2 Ohr<>11,. xvi. 13), 
between whom, were No.dab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, 
Tibni, and Omri (l Kings xv. xvi.), undermining and 
destroying one another, and all following ia the steps 
of that idolatry w hicb Jeroboam established. 

l Tim. ii. l, 2. 
Pro.yer for the Par­
liament. 
Evening Prayer. 
Prayers for the 
Queen o.nd Royal 
Family. 

See on Prov. XJiiv. 
21. 

but, by a man of 11nderstand-ing and knoickdge, tlie state tliercof shall ba 
prolonged. 

Joseph, rendered discreet and wise by the Spirit of Prov. xxi:t. 14. 
God (Gen. xii. 38, 39), presel'Ved Egypt from famine, 
Gen. xiv. 5-8. 

I 2 
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Hezekiah showed himself to be a man of under­
stAnding, by his trust in God, and his wisdom and 
energy in the reformation of the people, particularly in 
the promotion among them of public worship; and 
thus Jerusalem's state was prolonged. 2 Chron. xxxii, see on Prov. nix. 
20-26. 8. 

Ch. xxviii. 4. They that forsak.e tTie law, prau.e tTie wicked; 

Apostate Saul's praise of the Ziphites, for their 
treachery towards David. l Sa,n. xxiii. 21. 

The demagogue Absalom was very popular (2 Sam. 
xv. 6); and so were Korah and his company among the 
seditious Israelites (Numb. xvi. 2), whom Korab having 
seduced to rebellion, praises fo1• their holiness. Numb. 
xvi. 3. 

The nobles of Judah's praise of Tobiah, the Am­
monite, even in the presence of Nehemiah, who knew 
so much of his wickedness. Neh. vi. 19. 

In the time of Jeremiah, the popularity among the 
Jews of false prophets and wicked priests. Jer. v. 30, 31. 

The Jews' praise of Herod Agrippa, the murderer 
of the Apostle James. Acts xii. 21-23. 

but such as keep the law contend witT, them. 

Ps. x. 3; xlix. 18. 
I John iv. 5. 
Luke xvi. 15, That 
which is highly, &c. 

"To be honoured 
by the unworthy is 
uften little better 
than disgrace." -
Bp.Hall. 

Elijah (l Kings xvili. 18; xxi. 20) and Micaiah Eph. v. II. 
(l Kings xxii. 28) contended with Ahab. Jeremiah ~u~e ~- i St 1 hn 
contended with the Jews, foretelling their seventy ' 1; 0 ;;'.p~~t's ·o:y 
years' captivity. Jer. xxv. 11. . • 

Nehemiah contended with the rich Jews for their 
oppression of their poorer brethren (Neh. v. 7-11); 
and with the rulers among the priests, for their neglect 
of God's house. Neh. xiii. l l. 

John the Baptist contended with Herod. Matt. xiv, 4. 

xxviii. 5. E'Oil men undei·stand not judgment; 

The Israelites, on the very morrow after the de­
struction of Korab, accused Moses and Aaron of 
having killed the people of the Lord. Numb. xvi. 41. 

Ahab's charge against Elijah. l Kings xviii. }7. 
The Jews, in the time of our Lord, understood not 

our Lord's parables (Mark iv. II, 12), or the force of 
the proofs He gave of being the Messiah, through the 
influence of the love of sin-an undue regard to rep,1-
tation, &c. Jolin v. 44. 

'fhe Pharisees understood not the n;tture of true 
holiness (Luke xi. 42), because self-righteous (Luke 
xviii. 9-14), covetous, &c. Luke xvi. 14. 

The ruler of the synagogue's indignation at tlie sup­
posed breach of the Sabbath by our Lord. Luke xiii. 14. 

Dan. xii. 10. 
Matt. vl. 23. 
I Cor. ii. 14. 
2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

T11e state of the 
heart has the chief 
influence in our 
search after truth. 
They thal hate lhe 
light are given up 
lo believe a lie; and 
they best under­
stand the will of 
God who arc most 
carerul to practise 
ii. 
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but they tl,at seek tl,e Lord underst/llnd all tJ.ing,. ( Explained p. 54.) 
Jacob was a man of prayer (Gen. xxxii. 24; xlvi. 1), 

and on a review of his life, checkered by much afflic­
tion, was fully satisfied as to the wisdom and love of 
God in all that had happened to him. Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. 

David's Psalms show that he diligently sought the 
Lord, and his history shows that, under many very 
difficult circumstances, he was enabled to discover what 
was his duty under them. l Sain. xviii. 5-30; xxvi. 
8-10. 

Those addressed by John in his first Epistle. l John 
ii. 20-27. 

PB. XXV. 14. 
John vii. 17. 
I Cor. ii. 15. 
James i. s. 

If thou desire wis­
dom, keep the com­
mandments, and 
the Lord shall give 
her unto thee. Ec­
clus. i. 26. 

See on Prov. ill. 32. 

Cl,. xxviii. 6. Better is tlie poor tltat walketh ir. l,is uprightneu, than he 
tl,at is pe,-cerse in ltis u:ays, though he be rich. 

Elijah's condition, though one of extreme poverty 
(l Kings xvii. 4-7), was preferable to Ahab's, though 
a king (l Kings xxii. 34-37, 2 Kings ii. 11), whose 
life was like the troubled sea (l Kings xxi. 4. Isa. ]vii. 
20, 21 ), and who died in his sins, iniquity being his 
ruin. 

Lazarus, than the rich man. (Luke xvi. 19-23.) All 
our pomp the earth covers. Matt. xvi. 26. 

Paul was poor. (Phil. iii. 8.) He walked in his 
uprightness. (Acts xxiv. 16.) Though a prisoner, tried 
for his life, he was happier than Felix his judge. (Acts 
xxiv. 24-27.) He was contented in a prison (Phil. 
iv. 1 l); rejoicing under deep affliction (2 Cor. i. 5. 12), 
and even in the prospect of death. (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
Pl,il. i. 21.) Having nothing, he possessed D.ll things. 
2 Cor. vi. 10. 

Prov. xvi. 19; x.ix. 
1. 
John vi. 27. 
Ps. lxxx.iv. 10-12. 

See on Prov. xvi. S. 

xxviii. 9. He that t11rneth au:ay l,is ear from hecwing tl,e lau:, e,,,en his 
prayer sl,all be abominati-On. 

Communion- Ser­
vice. 
Prayer after each 
of the Command~ 

The Jews, being disobedient to the moral precepts 
of the Jaw (Isa. i. 15. l 7; !viii. 2-11 ), though they 
brought, in grent abundance, the appointed sacrifices 
and offerings, their prayers were rejected. Isa. i. 11. ments : 

The Jews, in the time of Zechariah. Zech. vii. 11 " Lord, &c., incline 
-13, our hearts," &:c. 

xxviii. 10. Wlwso causeth tlte rigl,teous to go astray i11 all evil u:ay, lte 
sl,all f. all himself into ltis own pit : but the 11pright shall lta're good thi11gs in 
possesswn. 

The devil, in tempting our first parents, and the 
curse that fell upon himself. Gen. iii. 1-6. 14, 15. 

Rebeliah causing Jncob to go astmy, led to her 
being deprived ever after of his society, who was her 
favourite son. Gen. xxvii. 13. 43. 

Bnlnam, who taught Bnlak to put a stumbling-block 
I 3 

Matt. xviii. 1-14. 
Ps. lU.XVii, 11. 25, 
26. 
I Tim. vl. 17. 
I Cor. iii. 18, 19. 
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in the way of the Israelites. &r. ii. 14. Numb. xxxi. 
15, 16. 8. 

Sergius Paulus wa.s preserved . .lets xiii. 8-12. 
See on Prov. ,u:vl. 
2i. 

Ch. xxviii. 13. He 11,at C<>f!Creth hu sins sliall 11ot prosper; 

Adam. Ge11. iii. 12. J-0b ::uxi. 33. 
Cain, Gen. iv. 9. 
Saul. ( l Sam. xv. 19-21.) It were well if we were 

as loath to commit sin as we are to confess it. 
Pharaoh (&od. ix. 27) and Balaam (Numh. xxii. 

34) confessed their sins, but did not forsake them. 
(EZJOd. xiv. 5-9. Numb. xxxi. 16.) It is to no pur­
pose to pray against punishment while the sin con­
tinues. Ps. lxvi. 18. 

but irhoso confasetl, and foi·sakelh thein sl,aU lta1'e mercy. 

The bitten Israelites, on whose repentance a. brazen 
serpent was, by God's appointment, n.ised up for their 
cure. 1''11mh. xxi. 7-9. A type of Chl'iet. John iii. 
14, 15. 

David. Ps. Ii. 3. 2 Sam. xii. 13. 
Manasseh. 2 Citron. xxxiii. 12, 13. 
The king and people of Nineveh. Jona!,, iii. 5-10. 

Jer. xviii. 7, 8. 
The penitent woma.n is a beautiful instance of the 

Saviour despising not the sighing of a. contrite heart. 
(Luke vii. 37-50.) Happy is that grief for which the 
soul is the holier. Matt. v. 4. 

The prodigal son. Luke xv. 18-24. 
The penitent thief on the cross (Luke xxiii. 40-43) 

contrasted with the impenitent thief, who died re­
proaching and blaspheming Christ, and breathed out 
his soul in the agonies of guilt and despair. How 
adorable is the wisdom of God, who has thus instructed 
us, and by setting the examples of his justice and 
merc:r. so near together, has taught us to fear without 
despair, and to trust without presumption.-Bp. Slur­
l-Ock. 

Ephesians (Acts xix. 10, 19) ; observe the proof 
they gave of the sincerity of their repentance. 

The restoration of the Jews on their repentance. 
Le~. xxvi. 40-42. llos. xiv. 4. 

xxviii. 14. llappy is tlte inan tliat feai-etl, alway; 

Joseph, in all the changing scenes of his life; when 
a slam in the house of Potiphar (Gen. xxxix. 9), and 
when lord of Egypt. (Gen. xiii. 18.) A regard to God 
was bis great preservative from sin, and consequently 
from evil. 

l John i. 8, 9. 
Exhortation. 
Morning Prayer. 
Ps. xxxii. 1-5 .. 

"Thou did,t not 
despise the thief 
confessing upon the 
cross, nor the sin­
ner weeping upon 
thy feet, nor the 
Canaanite crying to 
Thee in the way, 
nor the blu,hing 
adulteress, nor the 
odious publican, nor 
the forswearing dis­
ciple, nor the per­
secutor of disciples, 
nor thine ow1J exe­
cutioners; how can 
we be unwelcome 
to Thee if we come 
with tears in our 
eyes, faith in our 
hearts, restitulion 
in our hands. 0 Sa­
viour! our breasts 
are too oft shut 
upon Thee i thy bo­
som is e,·er open to 
uo."-Bp. Hail. 

Confession and nb­
&olution jn the 
Morning Prayer 
and in the Coinmu­
nion. 

Prov. xiv. JG; xix. 
23. 
Ps. ii. 11 ; lxxx..ix. 
7. 
Isa. x:xxiii. G. 
Hcb. Iv. 1, 

Nehemiah. Ne!,. v. 15. 
Job's holy fear lest his children, in their feasting, :•n~•;•0 ~fr!l\:i:~•~! 

should have sinned; showing a just lmowledge of hu- to keep man !n con-
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man nature, and how eW!ily we slide from lawful to slant dependence 
forbidden enjoyments. Job i. 6. 'Wi~:

0
/•d." - Bp. 

The happiness of the Churches in Judea, Galilee, 
and Samaria. Acts ix. 31. 

Paul did not presume on his Jong course of religious 
consistency, as ie shown from his Epistle to the Corin­
thians, written twenty years after his conversion. l Cor. 
ix. 27. 

"It is seldom seen 
but that what wo 
do wilh fear pros­
pereth, whereas con­
fidence in under­
taking lays even 
good endeavoms in 
the du9t." - Bp. 
Hall. 

The punishment of the men of Betbshemesh ( I Sam. 
vi. 19) and of Uzzah (2 Sam. vL 6, 7), affords an awful 
warning against presumption and irreverence in sacred 
things. Collect for 2nd sun. 

Peter would have escaped much soITOw had he been day after Trinity. 
Jess confident. (Luke xxii. 33, 34.) We have never so 
much cause to fear as when we fe8il' nothing. Observe 
bis directions at the close of life ( l Pet. i. 17 ; v. 6); 
implying that "none are so high advanced in grace 
here below, as to be out of need of fear. In heaYen 
only is there no entry for danger, and therefore for 
fear."-Abp. Leigliton. Matt. xxYi. 41, 

but T,e tltat T,ardenetl, his n.eart shall fall into muicl1ief 
The Canaauites in the time of Joshua (Josh. x. &c.), 

who were the descendants of holy Noah. Noah died 
only two years before the birth of Abraham. Con­
sider the warnings which, as a people, they had neg­
lected-the flood ; the destruction of the fiye cities of 
the plain, situated in the very heart of Cannan ; the 
instruction and example of Abraham aud the Patri­
archs ; the plagues of Egypt ; the destruction of Pha­
raoh ; the recent destruction of their neighbours, the 
eastern Amorites ; the miraculous passage of Jordan ; 
the miraculous overthrow of Jericho ; the faith and 
presenation of Rahab, and the conYictions of their 
own consciences. (Josh. ii. 9. 24; v. l.) Thus harden­
ing their hearts, the Lord destroyed them. Josh. x. 40. 

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. viii.12), and 
at Rome, in the time of Paul, presuming on their re­
ligious privileges. Rom. ii. 3-6. 

Herod hardened his heart by putting his reproYer 
into prison, and the consequence was, that, unawares, 
he was drawn by his wicked companion Herodins to 
murder him. (.Matt. xiv. I-JO.) In his history is 
illustrated, that they who are previously resolYed to 
sin, will often be allowed to deceive themselves, by 
forming groundless excuses for its commission. 

" Be not wtthout 
fear to add sin to 
sin, and aay not, His 
mercy is great ; He 
will be pacified far 
the multitude of 
my sins; for mercy 
and wrath come 
from Him, and his 
indignation rcsteth 
upon sinners. Make 
no tarrying to tum 
to the Lord, and 
put not off from day 
to day i for suddenly 
eball tho \Vtnth of 
the Lordcomefortb, 
and in thy security 
thou shalt be de­
stroyed, and perish 
in the day of ven­
geance." 

Ecclus. v. 5-7. 
He that lives with­
out fear shall die 
without hope. 

Litnny : " From 
hardness of heart, 
good Lord," &c. 

Ch. xxYiii. 17. A man that doetlt 1'i.olence to the blood of any person s1,all 
flee to the pit; let no 111a11 stcty Tti,n. ( Explained p. 5-i.) 

The Scriptures contain some remarkable inslauces 
of the punishment of murder. 

'rhe murderer Agag hewn in pieces by Samuel, 
acting under God's warrant. l Sam. xY. 32, 33. 

I 4 

Prov. i. 18. 

"By the conviction 
and execution of a 
murderer huma .. 
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in the way of the Israelites. Ree. ii. 14. .Numb. xxxi. 
15, 16. 8. 

Sergius Paulus was preserved . ..4.cts xiii. 0-12. See on Prov. xxv 1. 
2i. 

Ch. xxviii. 13. He that oo~reth Ms si11s shall not prosper; 

Adam. Gen. iii. 12. J-ob xxxi. 33. I John i. e, 9. 
Cain. Gen. iv. 9. Exhortation. 
S-··1 ( 0 - I ) I if Morning Prayer. ...... l oum. xv. 9-21. t were well • we were Ps. xxxii. 1-s. ; 

as loath to commit sin as we are to confess it. 
Pharaoh (ElX>li. ix. 27) and Balaam (.Numb. xxii. 

34) confessed their sins, but did not forsake them. 
(Erod. xiv. 5-9. N11mb. xxxi. 16.) It is to no pur­
pose to pray against punishment while the sin con­
tinues. Ps. lxvi. 18. 

but irhoso confessctl, and forsaketh them shall 1ia1!e mercy. 

The bitten Israelites, on whose repentance a. bra:;:eu 
serpent was, by God's appointment, mised up for their 
cure. Numb. xxi. 7-9. A type of Chl!ist. John iii. 
14, 15. 

David. Ps. Ii. 3. 2 Sain. xii. 13. 
Manasseh. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13, 
The king and people of Nineveh. Jonak iii. 5-10. 

Jer. xviii. 7, 8. 
The penitent wome.n is a beautiful inst.a.nee of the 

Sa\"iour despising not the sighing of a contrite heart. 
(Luke vii. 37-50.) Happy is that grief for which the 
soul is the holier. Matt. v. 4. 

The prodigal son. Luke xv. 18-24. 
The penitent thief on the cross (Luke xxiii. 40-43) 

contrasted with the impenitent thief, who died re­
proaching and blaspheming Christ, and breathed out 
his soul in the agonies of guilt and despair. How 
adorable is the wisdom of God, who has thus instructed 
us, and by setting the examples of his justice and 
merc:r. so near together, has taught us to fear without 
despai'i·, and to trust without preswnptiou,-Bp. Sher­
lock. 

Ephesians (Acts xix. IB, 19) ; observe the proof 
they gave of the sincerity of their 1-epeutance. 

'l'he restoration of the J ewe on their repentance. 
Le~. xxvi. 40-42. Hos. xiv. 4. 

xxviii. 14. Happy is the man tliatfea1·etT, alway; 

Joseph, in all the changing scenes of his life; when 
a sla,·c in the house of Potiphar (Gen. xxxix. 9), and 
when lord of Egypt. (Gen. xiii. 18.) A regard to God 
was his great preservative from sin, and consequently 
from evil. 

"Thou didst not 
despise the lhief 
confessing upon the 
cross, nor the sin­
ner weeping upon 
thy feet, nor the 
Canaanite crying to 
Thee in the way, 
nor the blushing 
adulteress, nor the 
odious publican, nor 
the forswearing dis­
ciple, nor the per­
secutor of disciples, 
nor thine ow9 exe­
cutioners i how can 
we be unwelcome 
to Thee if we come 
wiLh tears in our 
eyes, faith in our 
hearts, restitution 
in our hands. 0 Sa­
,•iour ! our breasts 
are tno oft shut 
upon Thee; thy bo­
som is e,·er open to 
us."-Dp. /fail. 

Confession and ab­
solution tn the 
Morning Prayer 
and in the Commu­
nion. 

Prov, xiv. 16; xix. 
23. 
Ps. ii. II ; lxxxix. 
7. 
Isa. xxxiii. 6. 
Hcb. iv.!. 

Nehemiah. Nel,. v. 15. 
J oh's holy fear lest his children, in their feasting, ~n~~°o~\~J';:iff~"1! 

should have siuned; showing a just knowledge of hu- to keep man In con-
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man nature, and how easily we slide from lawful to stant dependence 
forbidden enjoyments. Job i. 5. '/ft~./od.'' - JJp. 

The happiness of the Churches in J ndea, Galilee, 
and Samaria. Acts ix. 31. 

Paul did not presume on his long course of religious 
consistency, as is shown from his Epistle to the Corin­
thians, written twenty years after his conversion. l l'or. 
ix. 27. 

" It is seldom teen 
but that what we 
do with fear pros­
pereth, whereas con­
fidence in under• 
tak.lug Jays even 
good endeavours in 
the dust." - Bp. 
Hall. 

The punishment of the men of Betbshemesb (I Sam. 
vi. 19) and of Uzzah (2 Sam. vi. 6, 7), affords an awful 
warning against presumption and irreverence in sacred 
things. Collect for 2nd Sun-

Peter would have escaped much sorrow had he been day after Trinity. 
less confident. (Luke xxii. 33, 34.) We have never so 
much cause to fear as when we fea.r nothing. Observe 
his directions at the close of life ( 1 Pet. i. 17 ; v. 5); 
implying that "none are so high advanced in grace 
here below, as to be out of need of fear. In heaven 
only is there no entry for danger, and the1·efore for 
fcar."-Abp. Leighton. Matt. xxvi. 41. 

but T,e that l,ardenetl, his lieart shall fall into mischief 
The Canaauites in the time of Joshua (Josl1. x. &c.), 

who were the descendants of holy Noah. Noah died 
only two years before the birth of Abraham. Con­
sider the warnings which, as a people, they bad neg­
lected-the flood ; the destruction of the five cities of 
the plain, situated in the very heart of Canaan ; the 
instruction and example of Abraham and the Patri­
archs ; the plagues of Egypt ; the destruction of Pha­
raoh ; the recent destruction of theil' neighbours, the 
en stern Amorites ; the miraculous passage of Jordan ; 
the miraculous overthrow of Jericho ; the faith and 
preservation of Rahab, and the convictions of their 
own consciences. (Josh. ii. 9. 24; v. ).) Thus harden­
ing their hearts, the Lord destroyed them. Jos/1. x. 40. 

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. viii.12),nnd 
at Rome, in the time of Paul, presuming on theh- re­
ligious privileges. Rom. ii. 3-5. 

Herod hardened his heart by putting his reprover 
into prison, and the consequence wns, that, unnwares, 
he wns drawn by his wicked companion Herodins to 
murder him. (Matt. xiv. 1-10.) In his history is 
illustrated, that they who are previously resolved to 
sin, will often be allowed to deceive themselves, by 
forming groundless excuses for its commission. 

" Be not without 
fear to add sin to 
sin, and say not, His 
me.rcy is great i He 
will be pacified for 
the multitude of 
my sins; for mercy 
and wrath come 
from Him, and his 
indignation resteth 
upon sinners. Make 
no tarrying to turn 
to the Lord, and 
put not off from day 
to day; for suddenly 
shall tbo wrath of 
the Lord come forth, 
and in thy security 
thou shnlt be de­
stroyed, antl perish 
in lhe day of ven­
geance." 

Ecclus. v. 5-7. 
He that lives with.~ 
out fear shall die 
without hope. 

Litnny : " From 
hnnlness of heart, 
good Lord," &c. 

Cl,. xxviii. 17. A man tltat doetl, 'IJiolence to tlte blood of any pcrso11 sl,all 
flee to the pit; let no ma11 stay ltim. ( Explained p. 5-t) 

The Scriptures contain some remn.rkal>le instances 
of the punishment of mul'der. 

'l'he mnrde,·er Agng hewn in pieces by Samuel, 
acting w1cler God's wnlTn.nt. 1 Sam. xv. 32, 33. 

I 4 

Prov. i. 18. 

11 By the conviction 
and execution of a 
murderer huma .. 
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Jezebel, the murderer of Naboth (l Kings xxi. 0-
14. 2 Kings ix. 33. 37) ; Atlmliah her daughter, tho 
murderer of nearly all the seed royal of Judah ( 2 Ki11gs 
xi. l-16); Joash, the murderer of the son of Je­
hoiada, who had s.wed his life, and placed him on the 
throne (2 Chron. xxiv. 20-25), were all overtaken by 
a violent death. 

Shallum murdered Zachariah (2 Kings xv. 10); 
Menahem murdered Shallum (2 Kin_qs xv. 14); his 
own son Pekahiah was murdered by Pekah (2 J{ings 
xv. 25) ; Pekah was murdered by Hoshea. 2 Kings 
xv. 30. 

We start with horror at the guilt of mw·der; but, in 
reference to all great crimes, it is important to trace 
the steps by which men were led to their commission. 
Thus, it was covetousness in Ahab ( I Kings xxi. 1-5); 
revenge in Absalom (2 Sa111. xiii. 28); the indulgence 
of a wanton look in David (2 Sa111, xi.); the love of 
power in Abimelech (Judg. ix. 2, &c.); envy in Saul 
(1 Sam. xviii. 8, 9; xxii. 17), and in the Jews (Matt. 
xxvii. 16), which led them to become murderers. In 
the traitor Judas it was the love of money. (John xii. 
6; Matt. xxvi.14-16.) If, therefore, we would avoid 
murder, and the certain and awful punishment de­
nounced against it in this proverb, we must avoid the 
secret indulgence of these dispositions, and cultivate 
the fruit of the Spirit, remembering that there is no 
sin so small, but it tends to the utmost wickedness that 
can possibly be committed. 

nlly is not cxlln­
KUiahed but en­
larged; it is indi­
vlc.luo.l compassion 
overco1ne by a re­
gard to the general 
good.''-Fullcr. 

•
1 If we l1ave not 

grace to resist the 
beginning:1 of sin, 
where shall we 
stay!"-Bp. Hall. 

Prov. iv. 23. 
I Tbess. v. 22. 
Gal. v. 16-26. 

Litany: 
11 From envy, ha• 
tred, and malice," 
&c. '." From all the 
deceits of the flesh," 
&c. 

Ch. xxviii. 20. A faithful man shall abound wi.tl, blessings: but lie th<a 
maketh haste to be 1-ieh shall not be innocent. 

Abraham, after his disinterestedness in giving up 
the well-watered plains of Jordan; observe God's pro­
mise to him. (Gen. xiii. 9. 14-16.) Nor was he any 
loser by refusing to be made 1·ich by the king of Sodom. 
Gen. xiv. 22, 23; xv. 1-7; xxiv. 1. Ps. cxii. 1-3. 

His nephew Lot, on the contrary, too eager to be 
rich, fell into tempt.1.tion, and a snare which pierced 
him through with many son·ows. Gen. xiii. 10-13; 
xiv. 12 ; xix. 1,5-26. 2 Pet. ii. 8. 

Joseph. Gen. xxxix. 5. 23 ; xii. 38-43. 
Laban was not true to his word. His sordid and 

avaricious disposition led him to 11.ct unjustly to his 
nephew, in which he punished himself by the Joss of 
Jacob's services. Gen. xxxi. 7, 

It appears, from the station of his father ( I Kings 
xix. Hl), that Elisha gave ~•P many ,~orldly com~orts 
to follow Elijah, but he obtamed far lngher blessings, 
2 Kings ii. 9, &c. . . . . 

His servant Gehaz1, ID his haste to be rich, was led 
to swearing, lying, and stealing, by obtaining money 

Prov. xx. 21; xxiii. 
4. 
Matt. vi. 83. 
Rev. ii. 10. 

,. I will study more 
how to give account 
of my little, than 
how to make it 
more."-Bp. Hall. 

In the hand of God 
is the prosperity of 
man. 
Ecclus. x. 5. 

•' Seek not proud 
riches1 but such as 
thou mayest get 
justly, use soberly, 
distribute cheer­
fully, and leave con­
tentedly." - Lurd 
Bacon. 
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under fnlsc pretences, nnd brought upon himself heavy 
punishment. 2 Kings v. 20-27, 

Haunuioh's promotion wns on n.ccount of his fidelity 
and piety. Ne!,. vii. 2. 

Daniel, Shaclrach, &c., though, as princes of Judah, 
they had been accustomed to the luxuries of lire, me.de 
no compromise of their principles to ingratiate them­
selves with their heathen conqueror (Dan. i. 8; iii.16); 
but they were no losers by their fidelity and self-denial. 
Dan. i. 21 ; iii. 30. 

Parable of the talents. The servant faithful over 
few things, made ruler over many. Matt. xxv. 21. 

The Apostles, when wealth was put into their hands, 
renounced the opportw1ity of enriching themselves by 
it (Acts vi. 3, 4); and observe the blessing which fol­
lowed upon it (Acts vi. 7), contrasted with the guilt 
and misery Judas brought upon himself by the indul­
gence of the love of money. Jolin xii. 6. Matt. xxvii. 
3-5. 

Some professing Christians alluded to by Paul in 
his First Epistle to Timothy. I Tin1. vi. 9-11. 
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An unjust buyer 
(Prov. xx. 11) and 
a deceitful seller 
(Prov. xx. I 0) may 
be included in the 
condemnation pr<r 
nounced by this 
proverb. 

What is ill gotten 
is commonly ill 
spent. 

Collect for 13th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

See on Prov. xv. 27. 

Cli. xxviii. 22. He that hastetk to oe ricl, Tiatk an em eye, and co11-

sideretk not t/iat pom-ty shall co,ne upon ki,n. 

Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld the well-watered 
plains ( Gen. xiii. 10), and in twenty years after this 
choice of Sodom, he lost, in its destruction, all he had. 
Gen. xix. 24-30. 

" Lot, who sought this world, lost it ; but Abraham, 
who was willing to give up any thing for the honour of 
God and religion (Gen. xiii. 9), found it." Gen. xiii. 
14-17. ProD. x. 22; xxii. 4. 

Achan ; it was through his eye that temptation en­
tered, when he saw among the spoils a. goodly Ba.by­
lonish garment, &c. Josh. vii. 21. 

Jehoio.kim's oppression, to enable him to build his 
magnificent po.lace, and the wretchedness and pove1·ty 
which came upon him. Jer. xxii. 13, &c. 

Nebuchadnezzar's ambition leading him to oppress 
other nations to enrich himself, enlarging his desire as 
hell (Jlab. ii. 6), and the utter destitution which, for 
seven years, God brought upon him, when walking in 
hie palace, and admiring the wo1·k of his own hands. 
Dan. iv. 27-33. 

Prov. :xiii. 11. 
Jer. xvil. ll. 

"Hecanneverkeep 
his covenant with 
his God that makes 
not o. covenant with 
his eyes."-B;8hop 
Hall. 

Ha;e no attach­
ment to the world, 
but in proportion to 
the short duration 
of thy life. Labour 
for the other life, 
and consider the 
time it must en­
dure. 

Ps. cxL~. 3G. 

xxviii. 26. lle tl,at tnuletk in !,is own heart is a fool: b11t 1rlwso 1ra/kctl1 
ttisely, lie sltall be deliured. 

Hazael. 2 Kin_qs viii. 13. 
Johanan rejecting the advice of Jeremiah. Jer. xiii. Prov. iii. 7. 

7-22; xliii. 1-7. 
Pctc1·. (.illatt, xxvi. 33. 74.) If you would avoid I Cor. x. 12• 

1 5 
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sin, a,·oid temptation. Tempt.-ltion despised will con­
quer. 

David, in numbering the people, in opposition to 
Joab's adYice. (2 Sam. xxh•. 2, &c.) After nine 
~nonths J1e was brought to feel he hnd done very fool­
ishly. Ver. 10. 

The vain confidence of Absalom (2 Sam. xv. 4) con­
trasted with the diffidence of Solomon, the wisest of 
men. (l Ki,igs iii. 7-9.) A wise man knows his own 
ignorance, a fool thinks he knows every thing. 

Had Naaman continued to trust to the suggestions 
of his own mind, he would nenr have been cured of 
his leprosy; but wisely attending to the advice of his 
servants, he was-delivered, 2 Kings v. 9-14. 

11 There ls no ain 
which a man ought 
not to fear, ond to 
think himself ca­
pable or, since WI? 
have in our corrupt 
will the seed of 
every sin." - Bp. 
WUson. 

Collect for the 4th 
Sunday after Tri­
nity. 

Cl,. xxviii. 28. Wh.m tAe wicked rise, men hide t/1e1nsehes; 

Samuel's retirement from the court of Saul. 1 Sam. 
xv. 35. 

Joseph's fear of Arcbelaus (Matt. ii. 22), who, as 
Josephus informs us, immediately, on succeeding his 
father Herod, caused the murder of three thousand 
Jews, for ha\"ing expressed their disapprobation of an 
act of his father's cruelty . ..dntiq. B. xvii. oli. 9, § 3. 

but uTim tTiey pei-isTi, tlie 1-iglt.teous increase. 

After the death of wicked Ahaz, there was a great 
revival of religion in the reign of his pious son ; and 
the temple of the Lord, which he had shut up (2 Chron. 
xxviii. 24), was again thronged with devout wo1·­
sbippers. 2 Chron. xxix.; xxx. 13. 25. 

The prosperous state of the church after the death 
of Herod Agrippa, grandson of the Herod above re­
ferred to. Acts xii. 23, 24. 

Prov. x.xviii. 12; 
.xxix. 2. 
See references on 
Prov. xxv. 4, 5, sug­
gesting the duty of 
prayer for those in 
authority in church 
and state. from their 
great influence ei­
ther. for good or 
evil. 

xxix. I. He, that being often reproud, Tia1·denetl1 his neck, sl,aU suddenly 
be destroyed, and that witl,out 1·eniedy. 

The old world, resisting the preaching of Noah for 
one hundred and twenty years ( 1 Pet. iii. 20. 2 Pet. 
ii. 5), were swept away by the flood, altogether un­
expectedly to them.selves. (Luke xvii. 26, 27.) Whom 
mercy by sparing does not reform, judgment without 
mercy shall finally destroy. 

Pharaoh reproved by the ten plagues. The waters 
of Egypt turned into blood (Exod. vii. 19-25): the 
plague of frogs (Exod. viii. 1-15): of lice (Exod. viii. 
IG-19) : of flies (E,·od. viii. 20-32): the mmTnin of 
the cattle, (Exod. ix. 1-7): the plague of boils (Exod. 
ix. 8-12): of rain, with hail and fire (Exod. ix. 13-
35): of locusts (Exod. x. 1-20): of darkness (E.wd. 
x. 21-27): the death of the fil-st-born (Exod, xii. 29). 

I These. v. 3. 
Commination Ser­
vice. 

Address of tile ml­
nistl'r: 11 NO\v, see­
ing that all they," 
&c. 

When lesser warn­
ings will not serve, 
God looks into his 
quiver for deadly 
arrows. 

Abuse of mercy 
ripens us for iudg­
ment. 



to xxix. 7.J SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

But continuing obstinate in hie rebellion against God, 
he was overt11l1en with sudden destruction (Ewd. xiv. 
28), nt the moment he thought himself sure of his 
prey. Proa. xvi. 5. 

Ahab. l K·ings xvii. l ; xviii. 18; xx. 42; xxi. 20; 
xxii. 

203 

Litany: 
11 From hardness of 
heart, &c., deliver 
us." 

Ch. xxix. 5. A man t!tat ftattereth Tiis neigldmtr, gpreadeth a net for hi4 
feet. 

Korah and his company spoke in flattering terms of 
the congregation of the Israelites as holy (Numb. 
xvi. 3), though they had been guilty of many sins 
against God. 'l'he poison of this flattery is seen in the 
disposition of the Israelites to join them (Numb. xvi. 
19), and the ruin they brought on themselves. Numb. 
xvi. 31, &c. 

The crafty woman of Tekoab, who, under the di­
rection of Joab (2 Sarr,. xiv. 3. 19), flattered David 
(ver. 20) to induce him to wink at Absalom's crime in 
causing the murder of his brother (2 Sam. xiii. 28, 29), 
for which he ought to have suffered death. ( Gen. ix. 6. 
Numb. xxxv. 30, 31.) In Absalom's subsequent re­
bellion, David reaped the bitter fruit of his indulgence, 
2 Sam. xv. 13-30. 

Shimei's curses did less harm to David than Ziba'a 
flattery. (2 Sam. xvi. 3, 4. 11, 12.) He that flatters me 
wounds me. 

It was by flattery that Daniel's accusers entangled 
Darius, which ultimately led to their own ruin, thus 
spreading a net for their own feet as well as for his. 
Dan. vi. 7. 

The spies sent by the chief priests to entangle our 
Lord by flattery, were themselves entangled. Luke xx. 
21, &c. 

Ps. xii. 3. 
"When we are most 
commended for our 
discernment we ge .. 
nerally act most 
foolisb1y, for those 
very praises cloud 
the understanding 
and pervert the 
judgment."-Scoll. 

See on Prov. x.x-ri. 
28. 

xxix. 6. In tlie transgression of an etil inan tl1ere is a snare; but t!te 
1·ighteous dotli sing and rejoice. 

Judas. See 011 Pro-r. v. 22. 
The joy of Paul and Silas (Acts xvi. 25) contrasted 

with the sadness of J oseph's brethren, under the same 
outwl\rd circumstances (Gen. xiii. 21); it was many 
years after their transgression, but remorse overtook 
them at last. 

xxix. 7. Tlie 1·igT1teous considereth tTte cauae of tl,e poor; 

Job. Job xxix. 13-16. 
The righteous man described by the Psalmist. 

xxx,·ii. 26 ; cxii. 5. 
Tho good wife mentioned in Prou. xxxi. 20. 
Josiah. Jer. xxii. 16. 

Job ll.Viil. 7, 8. 
Prov. xx. 17. 
Rom, v. 1-5, ' 
James i. 2. 
J Pet. I. 8. 
If you would walk 
cheerfully, be most 
cnreful to walk llo­
lily, 

I Cor. xvi. 2. 

'!'he early Christians' Iibe1·ality to the poor, a. dis- Let it not grieve 

I 6 



IJ.LUSTRATlONS OF PROVERBS DY [Ch. xxix. s, 
tinguishiug feature of their character. Acts iv. 34, 35. 
2 Cor. viii. 1-4. 

The Apostles' C.'lreful consideration of the cause of 
the widows of the Grecians. Acts vi. 1-6. 

Barnabas. Acts iv, 37, 
Paul. Gal,, ii. 10. 

theo to boR· down 
thine enr to the 
:poor, nud gh·e him 
a friendly answer 
wilh meekness. 
Ecclus, Iv. 8. 

but tlw t()i.cked regardet,h not to knoto it. (Explained p. 19.) 
The Jews in the time of Jeremiah, eh. v. 28. 
The rich man's disregard of Lazarus. Luke xvi. 21. 
The Priest and Levite. Luke x, 31, 32. 

Prov, xxi. 13. 

Ch. xxix. 8. Scornful ,nen bring a city into a snare; 
Judah. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. 21. 
The rulers of Jerusalem in the time of Isaia.h. Isa. 

xxviii. 14-22. 
The chief priests, &c., in scorning their Messiah. 

~vatt. x.x.vii. 39-43. 

but wise men turn away wratl1. 

Moses (Brod. xxxii. 10-14) and Aaron. Numb. xvi. 
48. 

Elijah. James v. 18. 
Amos. Ai110s vii. 1-6. 
Had there been ten righteous men in Sodom, it 

would not have been destroyed. (Gen. xviii. 32.) See 
also Jer. v. l, E.zek. xxii 30, with 1·espeet to Jerusalem, 

xxix. 10. Tlie blood-tliir$t!J hate the upright; 
Jezebel's hatred of the prophets of the Lo1•d. I Kings 

xviii. 4 ; xix. 2. 
The Jews' frequent attempts to murder Paul. Acts 

xxiii. 12. 
Cain's hatred of his brother, because he was righte­

ous. ( Gen. iv. 8. l Jolin iii. 12.) "Godliness is an 
abomination to the sinner." 

but the just seek liis soul. 

He that mocks at 
sin mocks at God. 

See on P1ov. xi. 11. 

1• Nothing can make 
a man so good a 
patriot as religion." 
-Bp.Hatl. 

See on :Prov. xxvili. 
2. 

Prov. XXLII. 27. 
1 Pet. iii. 13, If. 
Matt. v. 10. 

Jonathan, whose delight in David, and anxiety for 1 John iii. JG. 
the preservation of his life, is one of the noblest in-
stances of disinterested friendship. l Sam. xix. 2. 

Obadiah. l Kings xviii. 4. 
The Chw·ch praying for Peter, when Herod was 

thirsting for his blo~d . .Acts xii. 5. , . . 
Priscilla and Aqmla, who, for Paule hfe, laid down 

their own necks. Rom, xvi. 4. 

xxix. 11. A fool uturetli all ltis mind: 
The imprudence of Samson, in revealing what he Usually they that 

Qught to have concealed. Judg. xvi. 17, :.i;:~: ::'n':1~1
;: speak 



io xxix. 18.] SCRIPTUnE EXAMPLES, 

but a wise man keepeth it in till aftcritards. 

Abraham seems to have concealed, both from Sarah 
end the young men, thnt he hnd 1·eceived a command 
to offer up his son ; A.lld be did not mention it to Isaac 
till they were alone on the mount. 'l'hus he spared 
the feelings of Sarah and Isaac, and obviated the diffi­
colties which the young men might have interposed in 
the execution of his duty. Gen. xxii. 

Joseph did not tell his bl'cthren wl10 he was ( Gen. 
xiii. 7) till, by a prudent trial of the sincerity of their 
love to his brother Benjamin and their father ( Gen. 
xliv. 18-34), and also of their repentance for their 
sin ( Gen. xiii. 21 ), they were shown to be in a fit state 
to be the objects of his kindness. 

Moses concealed from his father-in-law, Jethro, the 
errand upon which God sent him (E-.od. iii. 10), pro­
bably lest be or his own wife should discourage him 
from so difficult and dangerous a duty. Exod. iv. 18. 
Bp. Patrick. 

Nathan; the guarded manner in which, by a parable, 
he disguised his purpose, till he had led David to con­
vict himself. 2 Sam. xii. 1-6, 7-13. 
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Weigh thy words in 
a balance, and make 
a door and bar for 
thy mouth. Ecclus. 
:xxviii. 25. 

Most men speak 
when they do not 
know how to be si­
lent. 

" He is vdse who 
knows when to hold 
his peace." - Am­
brose. 

"'\\"e must not al­
ways speak all we 
know, that l\o·ere 
folly; but what a 
man says 3hould be 
what he thinks, 
otherwise it is kna­
very."-Monlaigne. 

See on Prov. xii. 23. 

Cl,. xxix. 16. When the wicked are multiplied, transgression inoreasetl,: 
but _the righteous shall see their f<1ll. 

The old world (Gen. vi. 1-5); but their numbers Eccles. ,·iii. 12, 13. 
were no defence against Divine justice ( Gen. vi. ]. a); Ps. xxxvii. Ji-10. 
and Noah, though he stood alone, saw their fall. Gen. Ps. xci, 
vii. 23. 

Sodom (Ezek. xvi. 49), and Abmham, who witnessed 
its destruction. Gen. xix. 28. 

xxix. 18. WJ,cre thei·e is no '11ision, the people perish: (Explained p. 55.) 

The consequences to the ten tribes of Israel of 
abandoning the priesthood of Aai-on, l Kings xii. 28 
-32; xiv. 14-16. 

The cot'rupt state of the priesthood of Judnh, just 
before tll,ll Bnbylonian co.ptivity. 2 Cl11"011. xxxvi. 14 
-17. 

but he that keepetl, the lmc, l,appy is !,e. 

Hezekinh (2 Clwon. xxix.); the state of Judah i11 his 
reign contrasted wilh its state in the reian of his 
wicked Cuther. 2 Cliro11. xxviii. 10-25. 

0 

Josio.h's reign (2 Cln·on. xxxiv. 33; xxxv. JO. Jer. 
xxii. 16) contrasted with the state of the people in the 
reigns of his wicked sons. 2 Clt1'on. xxxvi. 

The holy obedience of the first Christinns, enjoyina 
tl1e blessing of faithful ministers, and their hnppincs.;'. 
Acts ii. 42-47. 

Prayer for the 
Clergy and People. 
11 Almighty and 
everlasting Goel, 
who alone workcst 
!'.{rent marvels, send 
down upon," &c. 

John xiii. 17. 
James i. 22. 
Prav. xix. 16. 
He that kccpcth 
the comn1andment 
kcepcth his own 
60Ul. 



206 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS DY [Ch. xxix. 23, 

Cl,. xxix. 23. A man's 1n-ide sl,afl bi-i11g him 1010; 

Adam :md Eve, affecting to be as gods ( Gen. iii. 5, 
6), lost the image or God, were stl'ipped of thei1· glory, 
and their crown taken from their head. 'l'hey brought 
themselves and theit· postel'ity into a state of darkness, 
ignorance, and bondage to Satan. 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

Hezekiah ; the humbling message he 1·eceived after 
indulging the pride of his heart, in showing the Baby­
lonian princes his treasures. (2 ICings xx. 16-18.) 
"That which first overcame man (pride), is the last 
thing he overcomes."-&. Augustin. 

The fallen angels ; how low their pride ( l Tim. iii. 6) 
has brought them. 2 Pet. ii. 4. 

but honour shall upliold the liumble iii spirit. 

Solomon's humble sense of his own deficiencv 
( 1 Kings iii. 7) leading him to prayer fo1• an under­
standing heart to fulfil the duties or his station to 
God's glory. (Ver. 9.) God graciously answered his 
prayer. (V<or, 11-14.) Solomon had wisdom given 
him because he did ask it, and wealth, because he did 
not. " Had Solomon made wealth his boon he had 
failed both of riches and wisdom, now he asks the best 
he speeds of all."-Bp. Hall. 

The deep humility of John the Baptist, in always 
declaring the infinite inferiority of himself to Christ 
(John i. 26, 27); and rejoicing that the ministry of 
Christ would cast his altogether in the shade (Jolm iii. 
29-31); in connexion with our Lord's honourable 
meulion of him as a burning and shining light (John 
,-, 35); than whom a greater had not arisen among 
men. ~/lfatt. xi. ll. 

The Virgin Mary. Luke i. 28. 
The holy and elect angels, their humility in the pre­

sence of God, veiling their faces (Isa. vi. 2) ; and in 
their offices of love to sinful man, ministering even to 
the little ones of God's family on earth. lflait. xviii. 
10, Luk.! xvi. 22. lieb. i. 14. 

xxix. 25. The fear of man bringetl, a snai·e; 

Zedekiah had a regard for Jeremial1, and wished to 
follow his ad vice, but wns hindered from following the 
dictates of his conscience by fear of the Jews and of 
the princes (Je1·. xxxviii. 19-28), nnd this indecision 
sealed his ruin, 

Parents of the blind mnn. John ix. 22. 
'l'he chief rulers in the time of our Lord. Joltn xii. 42. 
Nicodemus. John iii. 2. 
Joseph of Arimalhea. Jolm xix. 30. 
Even the most eminent saints, as, for instance, 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, ensnared more 

He that would bull,! 
lastingly must lay 
his foundation low. 
As man fell by 
pride, be recoven 
by huiniliry. 

See on Prov. :!.i. 2 i 
xviii. 12. 

Isa. lvH. 15; lxvi. 
1, 2. 
Matt. v. 3 ; xv iii. 
4; xxiii. 12. 
I Pet. v. 5. 
,. The more God 
honoureth men, the 
more they should 
humble themselves. 
The more bounty 
God shows, the 
more humility He 
requires. Humility 
teaches us in our 
works to dra,v 
strength from God, 
not from ourselves i 
in our graces to as-­
cribe their goodness 
to God and their 
weakness to our­
selves."-Reynolds. 
Hast thou riches 1 
Hast thou beauty? 
Hast thou talents? 
Hast thou power? 
Be careful not to 
provoke the Giver 
by abusing the gift. 
See on Prov. xv. 33. 

Isa. Ii. 12. 
Malt. x. 28. 33. 
Pul)lic Baptism of 
In rants: 0 We re­
ceive this child into 
the congregation,'' 
&c. 
Care not what lhc 
world say, you are 
not to stay long with 
them. It is never 
right in any thing 
with us till we at­
tain to this, - to 



.to XXX, 5, 6.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

than once to make a lie l1is refuge, instead of relying 
on the protection of God, Gen. xii, 11-13; xx. 2-11. 

Isnac. Gen. xxvi. 7, 
Aaron seems to have been overawed by the deter­

mined wickedness of the people, and the apprehensiou 
of injury to himself. Ezod. xxxii. 22. 

David, though he bad God's promise that lie should 
be the l,ing of Israel after Saul. l Sam. xvi. 12, 13 ; 
xxvii. I. 

Elijah. l Kings xix. 3, &c. 
Peter. (Matt. xirvi. 69-74,) In bad company we 

cannot escape either guilt or grief. 

but 1rlioso puttetl, liis trust in tl,,e Lord shall be safe. 

Moses, trusting in God, feared not the wrath of Pha­
raoh. (lleb. xi. 27,) When the whole nation was in 
open rebellion, be feared not to denounce God's anger 
against them, forbidding them ever after to enter the 
promised land; for forty years be was preserved among 
them. Numb. xiv. 22-39, See also Exod. xxxii. 20. 

Caleb and Joshua, though the multitude sought to 
stone them. Nttrnb. xiv. 6-10. 

Elisha, unmoved and unhurt by Jehoram's threat­
ening to murder him. 2 Kings vi. 31, 32. 

Shadracb. See on Proo. i. 33. 
The Apostles, in the extremity of danger, remained 

at Jerusalem, and in safety. Acts viii. J. 
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trea,J on the opinion 
of men, and eye 
nothing but Goel'~ 
approbation. 
He only wn]ks at 
liberty Lhat walks 
with God. 
John viii. 36. 
If men beJie\o·ecI the 
promises, t.hey 
would never be 
afraid of their du­
ties. 
Collect for 3rd Sun­
day after the Epi­
phany. 

The more reli 
gious fear we haYc 
of God, the Jes~ 
sinful fear we Sh<ill 
have of men. 

Fear him re saints, 
and ye will then 
have nothing e1se 
to fear ; make ye his 
service your delight. 
He '11 n1ake your 
wants his care. 

Collect for 4th Sun­
day after Trinity. 

Cl,. xxx. 5, 6. Erery 1cord of Gorl is ptll'e, He is a shield unto tl,em that 
put tlieir trost in Him; add thou not unto l,is 1cords, lest He i·eprore thee 
and thou be found a liar. ' 

Abraham. Gen. xv. 1. Ps. xv iii. 30; ex.ix. 
Jacob, G,n., xlvi. 1-4. HO; Ixxxiv. 9-12. 
Joshua, through a long life, acted upon God's word Deut. iv. 2 ; xii. 32. 

d I . (J h . 
1 

) Rev. xxii. I~, 19. as enjoine upon um os , 1, -9 , and his dying Art. YI. of Church 
testimony was, that not one thing had failed of nil that of England. 
God had spoken. Josli. xxiii. 14. t't"o~~i;,!~· for an-

Solomon's tesLimony is to the same effect ( l Kings other master, thou 
viii. 56); and such has beeu the testimony and experi- hast the oracles of 
ence of God's people in every age, they have been en- God. Noonct<>aches 
a.bled so to believe God's word as to veuture their like th"m. lgno­
soul's welfn.re for ete1·11ity upon it. ~~~~= i~fll~~~a~~~~t· 

David foun,l the protection and comfort of God's all evils." - Chry­

word under his manifold afflicLions reviving nnd cheer- ~-"1t;· Scripture•; 
ing his spirit. Ps. cxix. 50, Jolin vi. 63. have God for 11,cir 

Paul declares to Timothy (2 'I'im. iii, I 6, I 7) the suf- author, sah·atio11 
ficiency of God's word to make him perfect, thoroughly ~~~tl;h~j11:~,~; ~~'.~ 
instructing him in nil that it was necessary to believe mixture or error ro·r 
and to do. their suhject."-

The Pharisees, who made the word of God of none Locke. 
effect by their traditions, were severely rep1·oved by ~

1

nT~,~1~fcI~ ~?e b~~~ 
our Lord. Matt, xv, 2-6, rest in a dying mo­

ment but the UiUle." 
-Sclde11. 
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§ 5. PAR'f V. 

CHAPTER XXX.-XXXI. 

Ch. xxx. 8. Gi~ me 11eitl1er pow-ty nor ,·iches, c!c. 
Agur's prayer compared with Jacob's vow, which 

expresses the same moderation of desii·e after the 
things of this world, and looking to God as his chief 
good. Gen. xxviii. 20. 

Jeremiah's caution to Baruch against ambition. Jer. 
xiv. 5. 

Paul's direclion to Timothy. I Tim. vi. 8-10. 
Observe also the spirit of the praye1• of our Lord. 

~Vatt. ,·i. ll-13. 

[Ch,xxx. 8, 

"One staff will help 
a man in his way, 
but a bundle of 
staves would bur­
denand wearyhim." 
...:....Abp. Leigllton. 

See on Prov. :xxill. 
4. 

xxx. 12. There is a generatwn that are p1we in thcii- own eyes, and 
yet is not washed fi·om thei,· jUtliiness. 

Korab and his company, so hardened by the deceit­
fulness of sin, so confident of their holiness (Numb. 
xvi. 3), as to appeal to God, and that by a solemn re­
ligious rite, to vindicate their rebellion against his 
ministers. Numb. xvi: 18, I!). 

The Jews in the time cf Isaiah, who, though exceed­
ingly wicked, pretended to singular holiness. Isa. lxv. 
2-5. 

The Pharisees in the time of our Lorcl. (Jolin ix. 34. 
40, 41. .Matt. xxiii. 13, &c.) Hypocrites regard no­
thing but show, God noihing but truth. 

'l'he chief priests, in conclemniug our Lorcl (Mait. 
xxvi. 65), furnish an astonishing instance of the incon­
sistency of hnman nature. At the very moment they 
were murdering their Messiah, their consciences would 
not suffer them to put into the treasury the money 
which they themselves had given as the "price of 
blood." So pure were they in their own eyes, that 
they would not enter the prmtor's hall, lest, as it was 
full of Roman soldiers, they should, as their scribes 
bad taught them, contract defilement by contact with 
Gentiles. (John x viii. 28.) The greatest sin that was 
cv,er committed upon earth, was yet considered by the 
guilty as a duty. l',JaU. xxvi. 65, 66. 

God is often angry 
at that in us which 
we are proud of, 
and, as in the case 
of Saul destroying 
the Amalekites, 
sees much amiss 
in that which we 
think well done. 
Of some sins we are 
not sensible because 
they are halJitual. 
whtoh very circum­
stance is an aggra­
vation of their 
guilt. 
Jer. :xvii. 9. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
Communion Ser-
vice : the Cullect: 
11 Almighty God, 
unto whom nll 
hearts," &c. 

See on Prov. xiv. 
12; xvi.2; xxi.2, 

xxxi. a. Open tlty mouth for tlte dumb -in the cause of all such as are ap-
1JOinted to destruction. 

Job's impartial justice and pity to the afflicted, and 
courage in maintaining their cause and right against 
their powerful opprei;sors. (Job xxix. 12.) It was joy 
to him to do judgment. Pror. xxi. 15. 

The following re­
ferences show God's 
particulal· care of 
the stranger, Ure 
fatherless, the wi-



to xxxi. 30. J SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 

Solomon (in which he is II type of Christ). Ps. lxxii. 
2. 12. 

Josiah contrasted wilh Jehoiakim. Jer.xxii.15-17. 
One cause of the captivity of the Jews in Babylon, 

was the perversion of justice in their princes and ma­
gistrates. Jer. v. 28, 29. 

But though the immediate reference of this proverb 
is to magistrates, it admits of a more general applica­
tion. Seep. 19. 

Abraham's prayer for Sodom. Gen. xviii. 
Judah's tender intercession for his brother Benja­

min and his father's welfare. Gen. xliv. 18-34. 
Esther's petition for her countrymen. Esth. iv. 16 ; 

vii. 3. 
Jonathan's for David. I Sam. xix. 4; xx. 32. 
The ,•ine-dresser's for the barren fig-tree. Luke xiii. 

8, 9. 
Ahikam's (son of Shaphan) care of Jeremiah. Jer. 

xxvi. 24. 
Nicodemus's defence of our Lord. Jol,n vii. 50, 51, 

with ver. I. 

Cfi. xxxi. 30. Farou1· is decei~.ful, and beauty is -rain ; 

The snare of the beauty of ungodly women was the 
first step towards the corruption of the Church before 
the flood. ( Gen. vi. 2.) Beauty, if it be not well dis­
ciplined, proves not a friend, but II ti-aitor. 

The suare into which the dancing of Herodias' 
daughter brought Herod. Matt,. xiv. 6, 7. 

Sarah's beauty was Abraham's snare ( Gen. xii. 11 ; 
xx. 2-II); and so vain is beauty, that he lived to 
desire to bury her out of his sight. Gen. xxiii. 4. 

Rebekali's beauty wns Isaac's snare. Gen. xxvi. 7. 
Rachel was beautiful, but envious, and made herself 

unhappy and those around her. Gen. xxix. 17 ; xxx. 
I, 2. 

Naomi, whose name menus beautiful; affliction h11d, 
after an interl'nl of ten years, produced such a ch11nge 
in hc1• appearance, thnt, on her 1·eturn home, her 
friends scn.rcely knew her. Rut!, i. 19, 20. 

Va.shti's beauty dii.l not preserve her from her hus­
band's anger and disgust. Esth. i. 11, 12. 19, &c. 

Absalom (2Smn. xiv. 25,26; xviii. 9) and Adonijah 
( l Kings i. 6), the rebellious sons of David, were dis­
tinguished for their beauty, which p1·ob11bly ma.de him 
too indulgent to the1n ; fu1· such n tendency is there in 
us to overvalue outward appearnncc, that even 11,<Yed 
Samuel wo.s deceived by the countenance and height of 
Elinb (I Sam. xvi. 6, 7); though, from his experienco 
of Saul's conduct (I Sam. xiii. 13; xv. 23), he must 
havo seen how little outward appearance ( I Sam. ix. 2) 
could be depended upon, by which to judge of the 
heart, With a ho.ndsome shape, a graceful behaviour, 
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dow, the needy, and 
destitute. 
Deut. :xxvii. 19. 
Ps. lxviii. 5; lxxxli. 
3, 4, and therefore 
our duty. 

3rd Collect for Good 
Friday. See also 
Heb. vii. 25; ix. 24; 
referring to our 
blessed Lord's in~ 
tercession for us. 

Pro,·. xi. 22. 
Ps. xx.s.ix. 11. 
Jamesi.11. 
I Pet. i. 2-1; iii. 
3, 4. 
I Tim. ii. 9, 10. 

" That love which 
is cemented by 
youth and beauty, 
when these moulder 
and decay, as soon 
they do, fades 
too. But if hus­
bands and wives are 
each reconciled unlo 
God in Christ, and 
so heirs of life anc.l 
one with Gotl, then 
are they truly one 
in God, each with 
the otlu~r, nnd that 
is the surest and 
sweetest union that 
can be." - Abp. 
Ltiglrlon. 
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and a beautiful countenance, may be the deformity of 
a worthless miud. 

but a 1roman that Jearcrli the Lord, s1,e shall be pmised. 

Sarah, for her faith (llcb. xi. 11) and obedi-c. 
I Pet. iii. 6. 

Jochcbed, the mother of Moses. Hcb. xi. 23. 
Ruth. Ruth ii. 5-12. , 
Hannah's meekness, prayer, praise, and exemplary 

conduct as a mother, are recorded by the Holy Spirit 
to her honour, and for our imitation. I Sam. i. 

Esther fe&red the Lord ; she did not trust to her 
beauty, but to prayer to God, to influence Ahasuel'US. 

Elisabeth, stricken in yea.rs (Luke i. 5, 6); and Anna. 
the prophetess, eighty-four years of age, but adorned 
with the beauty of holiness. Luke ii. 36, 37, 

Dorcas. Acts ix. 36-39, 
Lois, whose faith is commended by Paul; and Eunice 

(2 Tim. i. 5), an example to mothers. 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
The Virgin Mary (Luke i. 28-30), who is com­

mended to us in Scripture for her piety, without any 
allusion to her person as beautiful or otherwise. 

The Apostle John's commendation of the elect lady, 
to whom he addresses his Second Epistle. 2 John. 

[Ch. xxxi, 30. 

Pro,·. xi. JG. A 
g7acious woman 
retaineth honour, 
i. e. a woman dis .. 
ting-uis.hed for her 
modesty, meekness, 
and prudence, and 
other virtues, will 
engage affection and 
respect when other 
accomplishments 
fade and decline. 1 

Prov. xii. 4; xiv. I. 
Choose a good tree, 
and then ait down 
under its shade. 
Prov. xll.lli. 11. 28. 

1 Cor. iv. 5. 
Mai. iii. 17, 18. 

In conclusion, it may be remarked, that the disposition of 
mind in which this book should be read, is suggested by the 
book itself. There must be the fear of the Lord (Prov. i. 7 ; 
ix. 10), which, as Basil observes, is the only thing that can 
purge the soul, and prepare it to be capable of instruction, 
There must be a wil-lingness to learn (Prov. i. 5), an earnest 
desire after and love of heavenly wisdom, great diligence in 
the pursuit of it, accompanied with great humility (Prov, ii. 
1-9; xxiii. 12): "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, 
and lean not unto thine own understanding."-" In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." (Prov. 

iii. 5, 6.) " If we turn at his reproof, behold he will pour 
out his spirit unto us; he will make known his words unto 
us." (Prov. i. 23.) "He giveth grace to the lowly." Prov. 
iii. 31 ; viii. 32-36. 
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TO 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS 

BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 

Beyond the obvious use of this Index ( that of affording reference to the 
Scripture illustrations contained in this work), another may be 
mentioned,-namely, that it may suggest topics for examination of 
children, especially in reference to Scripture characters : there 
being few characters alluded to in the Bible on which it does not 
throw some light. 

AARON, his fear of man, :xxix. 25 i God's 
notice of his heart, xv. 11 i his afflic .. 
tion, xii. 25 ; wisdom of his silence, 
x. 19 i xvli. 27 i his soft answer to 
Ills brother, xv. I; his atonement for 
IaraeJ, xxix. 8. 

Abel, his death, xxvii. 4. 
Abel, woman of, her wisdom, xs.i. 22. 
Abiah, the discredit he brought on his 

father, xxvi. 8. 
Abiothar, countenanced sedition, xxiv. 

21 i his inconstancy us a friend, xxv. 
19. 

Abigail, ller dlscretlon ond its good effect, 
xii. 18; xv. 1; X\'i, 22; xv iii. 21; 
XXV. 15. 

Abijah(:1011 of Jerobonm), the son of Ncbat, 
to whom God allowed his fa,·our by 
an early dcs.lh, viii. 17. 

Abljnm, bis preservation for David's sake, 
xi. 21. 

Abimelcch, Gidcon's base.born son, ll!s 
love of p0wer led to murder, xxviii. 
17 i an exnmple of God's justice, xiii. 
21 ; the followers of, xii. 11. 

AlJlshal, his misinterpretation of God's 
providence, xix. 2. 

AlJncr, his vain-glory an<l cruelty, xiv. 9; 
his shameful defeat, xxv. 8; his death 
on illustration of the uncertainty of 
life, xxvii. l, and of the retributive 
Justice of God, xi. 27, 

Abomination, what is such to God, the 
froward, iii. 32; lying lips, xii, 22 , 
the sacrifice of the wicked, xv. 8; 
xxi. 27; di,•ers "'eights, x::x:. 23; the 
prayer of the disoUedicnt, x.xvili. 9; 
to good men, :x.xiv. 9. 

Abrahllm, his paying tilhes to Melcbi­
zedck, iii. 9, 10; his piety, and the 
blessing of God upon him, iii. 32, 
33; x. 23; xii. 21; xxi. 21; xx.viii. 
20; xxix. IG; and upon his poste­
rity, xiii. 22 i r:alle<l the friend or 
God, x.xvii. 10: his feeling under the 
deferring of hia hope of Janae, xiii. 
12, anc.l. his jay when it was realized, 
xxiii. 24- i his trial, xvii. 3 i his at ten• 
tion to the instruction of his family, 
i. 8 i his ready obedience, x. S; his 
strong confidence in God, xiv . .26; 
his prudence, x:dx. 11 ; lus freedom 
from covetousness, xi. 25; xv. 27; 
his use of riches, xxiii. 1 i his filklHy 
as a friend, xvii. 17 i a man of peace, 
xx. 3 i xvii. 14; his energy and cou• 
rage in the rescue of his nephew, 
:xxi v. 11, 12; his prayer for the wicke~ 
xxxi. Si his conduct in the choice of 
a wife for his son, iii. 5, 6; iv. 26; 
respected by his heathen neighbours, 
xiii. 15; his care to presene a good 
name, xxii. l; his want of faith, though 
the father of the faithful, ~xix. 25. 
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Abraham's servant sought God's guid­
ance and found it, iii. 5, 6 i pon­
der~ the pat_h of his feet, i,·. 26 i 
refiame~ lus hps, x. 19 ; his anxiety 
to rlo_ his duty, xiv. s; his prayer 
s~eed1,y answered, x,·. S. 29 i his 
~·1sdom, ho,v chiefly shown, x ,·i. 20 i 
11_1structed to_ speak right by his de­
sire to do nght, x,·i. 23; his dili­
gence, ~nd ils reward, :xxii. 29 i pros­
t~,~i~.s 

1
1;~ue of his erra.ud, xxv. 13 ; 

Absalom, his beauty his snare, xxxi. 30; 
his ~~_If concei_t and vain-glory, xx. G; 
xx ,•m. 26 i lus revenge led to mur­
der, ~xviii: l i' ; his flattery, xxvi. 23; 
and us rurnous effects, xxvi. 28 i his 
treaC'hery, xxvi. 21, 25; his profane­
ness, making his vow to God a 
cloak for rebcllioo, xxi. 27 ; his 
expectations d.estroyed, xi. 7; xiv. 
Si his memory infamous, :x. 7; xiv. 
J 7; the followers of, I heir folly, xii. 
11; and destruction, xx\·i. 28. 

Abundance, often produces dissatisfaction 
and disgust, xx,·ii. 7. 

Achan, his has1ing to be rich, xxvili. 22; 
the evil his covetousness brought 
upon his family1 xv. 27; his destruc­
tion the preservation of tile Israelites, 
xxi. IS. 

Achaicus, a failhrul messenger, ::x:xv. 13. 
Acbish (king of Gath), David's sinful con­

nexion with him, ii. 8. 
Actions, how men lose the command of 

them, iv. 23 i the most insignificant 
ennobled by the motive, xix. 22 ; 
xxvii. 18. 

Adam, enticed to sin, i. 10; his affection 
for his wife, why defective, x:xvii. fJ i 
his ingratitude1 xvii. 13 i an instance 
of the power of conscience, xxviii. 1 : 
hls impenitence, xxviii. 13; charges 
God with the guilt of his sin1 xix, 3. 

Adam and Eve, awful consequences of 
their neglect of exact obedience, vii. 
2. 

Adonibezek, his cruelty, xi. 17; an ex­
ample of the retributive justice of 
God, xiii. 21; and of the power of 
conscience, xx. 27. 

Adonijah, his beauty, xxxi. 30; a spoilt 
child, xiii. 24 ; his rebellion against 
bis father, xxiv. 21; snared by his 
lips, :a:ii. 13; his punishment, :xx. 26; 
xxv. 4. -

Adonizedec, his league against the people 
of God, xi. 21. 

Adramrnelech and Sharczer, an instance 
of God overruling sin to the punish­
rnen t of sin, xvi. 4-. 

Adultery, the evil of, vii. 26. 
AdulLercss, her flattering mouth worketh 

ruin, xxvi. 28. 
Adversity a test of friendship, xvii, 17; 

fainting under il a proof of weakness, 
xii\·. 10; its necessity, Iii. 12. 

Advice, the wisdom of attending to it, xii. 
15; xtii. 10, 

Atrectlons, the strict guard with which 
they must be kept, Iv. 23 i when well 
regulated, contribute to health, xiv. 
30. 

Afflictlon, no one can fully know that of 
~-~other, ~Iv .. 10; our duly under it, 
m. lJ ; famtlng under it, of what a 
proof, xxiv. 10; how alleviated, xii. 
25 i how aggravated, iv. 19; xix. 3; 
xxv. 20; when insupporlable, :xviii. 
14 i a proof of God's love, iii. 12; the 
privilege of God's children under it, 
xiv. 26; its benefit in reclaiming the 
sinner, xx. 30; and disposing men to 
be thankful for the smal:est bless­
ings, xxvii. 7 i the heart not always 
benefited by it, xxvii. 22; Lhe duty 
of friendship towards those suffering 
under it, xvii. 17. 

Aged, ,yhen especially entitled to respect, 
X\'l. 3]. 

Agrippa (son of Herod Agrippa), liis heort­
less negligence to obtain wisdom and 
truth, xvii. 16; .xxiii. 23. 

Agur, his hatred of lying, xiii. 5 i wisdom 
of his prayer, xxiii. 4. 

Ahab, king of Israel, his ignorance that 
his sio was the cause of his troubles, 
iv. 19; xxviii. 5 i his hatred of re­
proof, xv. 12 i consequence of sur­
rounding himself with false propbels, 
xxv. ~, 5; though a king1 no cause 
for envying him, xxiv. 2Q; his po­
verty in the midst of his abundance, 
xiii. 7; conlrasted with the widow of 
Zarephath, xvi. 8; and with l'aul, 
xv. 16; the influence of his wife 
upon him, :x.xvii. 17; God's notice of 
him, xv. 3, and particularly of bis 
motives, v. 21 ; God's control over 
his conduct, xxi. I; his false repent­
ance, x:x. vi. 11; bis deceitful hospi­
tality to Jehoshaphat, xxvii. 6; his 
self-conceit, iii. 7; thorns and snares 
in his way, xxii. 5; pursued hy evil, 
xiii. 21; his fear realized 1 x. 24; xil. 
21 ; the issne of his pcrverseneBS, 
xt. 3; his destruction sullden, xxvii. 
J ; xxix. 1 ; the curse of God in llis 
family, iii. 33. 

Ahab (a false propliet in the lime of Jere­
miah), his awful punishment, x:xi. 
28. 

Ahasuerus, hie misplaced honour of Hn­
man, xxvl. S; hie hasty condemna­
tion of the Jews, xviil. 13; a fool 
laying open bis folly, xiii. 16; made 
a mock at sin, xiv. V; an illustration 
of God's providence1 xxi. I. 

Ahaz, the misery of his dependence upon 
Tilgath-pilnescr, xxv. 19; his con­
duct under afltiction, iii. 11 i xxvil. 
22; his character held up to peculiar 
deLestation, x. 7 i the benefit to Judah 
from his dealh, xxviii. 28. 

Ahaziah (king of Israel and son of Ahab), 
his vain attempt to injure Elijah, 
xxii. 8 i hie hardened im11enitence 
even on hie death-bed, xxi. 29 i xi. 8. 
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Ahaziah (king of Judah and nephew to 
Ahaziah, king of Israel), an awful 
example or the evil of ungodly con­
nexions, xiii. 20. 

Ahlkam (eo11 of Shaphan), hi• care of 
Jeremiah, xvii. 17 i xxxl. 8. 

Ahimelech, generously concealing David's 
sin, x. 12. 

Ahithophel, hi• treachery, xxv. 19; hi• 
rebellion, xxiv. 21; overruled by God, 
xix. 21; xxii. 12; his wounded spirit, 
xviii. 14 i an awful warning to the 
wicked, v. 22 ; and especially to apos­
tates, xiv. 14; xxi. 16. 

Almsgiving does not make poor, iii. 9, 10; 
may be without charity, iv. 23. 

Amalekite, who brought Saul's crown to 
David, xii. 13. 

Ama)ekites, ruined by sin, xiv. 34, and 
illustrating its remote consequences, 
xiii. 21. 

Amaea (son of Hadlai), hi• humility and 
moderation, :x.xv. 21. 

Amaziah (king of Judah), his punishment 
of his father's murderers, xx. 26; his 
want of watchfulness over his own 
heart, iv. 23; his self-will, xv. 10; 
his rashness, xxv. 8 i love of strife, 
xx. 3; contempt of God's word and 
its consequences, xiii. J3. 

Amaziah (a priest or Bethel), his slander 
of Amoe, xxv. 18 i his death, xxi. 28. 

Ambition, its ruinous effects, :xvii. 19; 
prayer against the indulgence of it, 
m. 8. See Humility. 

Ambrose quoted, iiv. 8. 
Ammon, the princes of, sowed strife be• 

lween David and Hanun, xvi. 28. 
Ammonites, their rejoicing at the calami­

ties of their enemies, xxiv. J7; and 
the consequences to themselves, xviii. 
21. 

Ammonites and Moabites, why excluded 
the sanctuary, iii. 27. 

Amon (son of Manasseh), imitated his sin 
but not his repentance, xxi. 29. 

Amorltes, consequence to the Israelites of 
not driving them out, xv. 19. 

Amos, his intercessory prayer, 1xix. 8. 
Amusements, worldly, their danger, as 

illustrated by the hiBtory of Jacob'• 
only daughter, iv. 14, 15; x. I. 

Ananias and Sapphira, tludr death, xviil. 
21: un awful example of the folly and 
guilt of lying, xii. 19 i xlv. 8. 

An1111ins of Damascus, his conduct to• 
wards Saul of Tarsus, xxv. 21. 

Analhuth, the men of, their treachery to 
Jeremiah, xxiv. 15, 16. 

Andrew, a disciple of Joha the Baptist, 
xiii. 20. 

Angel of mercy is affliction, iii. 12. 
Angels,. the !alien, their misery, xiii. 15; 

their pride brought them low, xx.ix. 
23. 

Angels, the holy, their humility, xxix. 23. 
Anger, how stirred up, xv. l; ungoverned, 

to what compared, xxv. 28; if soon 
stirred up, of what an evidence, xiv. 

17; re!ltraining it, a proof of wisdom, 
xvi. 32; xix.11; compared with envy, 
xxvii. 3, 4; of the wicked, xxii. 8. 

Animals, God's tender care for them, xii. 
JO. 

Anna, her prayers answered, xv. S ; her 
praise, xxxi. 30 ; her honourable old 
age, xvi. 31. 

Answer, benefit of a soft one, xv. 1 ; 
benefit of a i;ea.sonable one, xv. 23; 
overruled by God, xvi. J. 

Answer not a fool according to bis folly. 
xxvi. 4. 

Answering a matter before we hear it, 
xviii. 13. 

Antioch in Pisidia, the Gentile• of, their 
improvement of their privileges, x. 
5 i the Jews or, their hatred to the 
truth, x. 12, and its consequences, x. 
21 j the devout women tht-rC', an in• 
stance of self-deceit, xiv. 12. 

Antioch in Syria, the joy of the Christian 
Church there, iii. 17. 

Antipas, his memory blessed, x. 7. 
Apollos, his readiness to be instructed, 

i. 5 ; :z:il. 15 ; and his ability and suc­
cess in instructing others, xvi. 22 i 
xxiv. 5. 

Apostates, the destruction awaiting them, 
xiv. 14-; xxi. 16. 

Apostles, could not fully enter into our 
Lord's joys and sorrows, xiv. l O ; 
their contention, xvii. 19; their weak­
ness of faith, xxiv. 10 i their igno­
rance of Scripture, xix. 2; their teach• 
ableness, i. :i ; lheir love of truth, 
as illustrated by Peter, James, and 
John, xxiii. 23 ; their wisdom, xvi. 
20 i whence they deri\•ed their wis• 
dom, ii. Ci; xvi. J ; their slrength, 
xxiv. 5 ; lheir boldness, xxviii. 1 ; 
their trust in God, xxix. 25; their 
safety In dauger, X\'iii. 10; Xllix:. 
25; their care to stop contention, 
xvii. 14; the success of their mi• 
nistry, x. 21; xv. 4; their inherit­
ance, iii. 35 i their path as the shining 
light, iv. 18. 

Appearance of evil to be avoided, iv. H·, 
15. ' 

Appetite, the importance of restraining 
it, x.xiii. 2. 

Appii Forum, Paul met there by the bre­
thren, xviii. 24; xxvii. 17. 

Aquila and Priscilla, their love for Paul, 
xvii. 17; xxix. 10. 

Archelaus, the cause of Joseph's fear of 
him, xxviii. 28. 

Aristarchus, a true friend, xvii. 17. 
Arrow, a fn.lse witness compared to, XX\~. 

18. 
Artaxerxes, an illustration of God's pro­

vidence, xxi. Ii his kindness to Ne­
hemiah, xv. 23. 

Aso, his trust in God, iii. 5, 6; xviiI. 10; 
his punishment of his mother, xx. 
26; xxv. 41 5; neglectell to ponder his 
path, iv. 2G; his misconduct under 
reproof, xv. 10, 
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Asa.he), 'his rashness, xxv. S; his pride 
a.nd deatb, x,•i, 18. 

A:s.hdod, the men of, not instructed l>y 
affliction, x1n•ii. 22. 

Asia, I he se\"e\\ Churcl\es of, ,, . 21. 
ASS)Tians, destruction of 135,000 in one 

night, x. 25. 
Athaliah (daughter of Jezebel), her fruit­

less attempt to destroy the family of 
Da,·id, >:.xi. 30 i xxiv. 20; her death, 
x.i. l 0; XXl'iii. 17; her expectation 
perishing, x. 23; her memory ilifa­
rnous, x. 7. 

Athenians, their lost opportunity of re­
(.'ei,·ing the Gospel, x,•ii. 16. 

Athenian philosophers, their folly, and 
why they never attained to true wis­
dom, i. 7 i xiv. 6. 

Atheism, to study without prayer, niil. 
23. 

Attention, nothing can be done well with­
out it, xvili. 1. 

Augustin quoted, xxi. 8; xxvil. S. 
Augustus Czsar, an illustration of God's 

providence, xxi I. 
Authority, when exercised by the wicked, 

xxviii. 28; the most desirable is self­
government, xvi. 32. 

Avarice, an inst.a.nee of its leading to 
want, i. 30, 31 ; robs the miser of the 
enjoyment of all he possesses, xi. 17. 

Azariah (one of the beads of the children 
of Ephraim), his humanity to ene­
tc.ies, xxv. 21. 

.!.zariah (the high priest), bis bold rebuke 
or Uzziah, x...,;:vii. 5; xxviil. 1. 

Azariah (son of Hosbaiah), his pride, 
xvi. 18. 

BAAL (the prophets of), their exposure of 
the folly of their idolatry, xv. 2; their 
awful death, xiv. 32. 

Baal-peor, destruction of those who joined 
bis worship, x. 25; xiii. 20. 

Baasba, his ingratitude, v. 21 ; the de­
struction brought on his family, iii. 
33 j ll.XVili. 2. 

Babel, the builders of, their vain-glory, 
xxv. 27; their perverseness, xx:i. 8; 
the folly of their attempt to defeat 
God's purposes, ll.i. 30; xi. 21 ; 
God's notice of them, v. 21 i that 
which they most feared came upon 
them, x. 24. 

Babylon, causes of its ruin, i. a2; xiv. 
34; X\'i. 18; an illustration of the 
vanity of this world, xiv. 13 ; xxi. 
17; xxiiL 4 ; truth of Script~e ilJus­
trated by its present state, xu. 19. 

Backliiting, Doeg an instance of, xi. 13. 
Backslider, his dislike of correction, xv. 

10; the evil awaiting Wm, xiv. 14; 
xxi. JG. 

Bacon, Lord, quoted, :xiii. 5; :xiv. 6; xv. 
19; xvi. 20; xxfv. 21; xxvlii. 20. 

Balaam, his covetousness, xv. 27; hie folly 
in rel)llking the ass, xiii. Hi i God'a 
exact notice of him, v. 21, and control 
o\'er him, X\'i. 1; xxvi. 2; his in· 

consistency, xii. 2G i xxvl. 7 i hla pu­
verseness, xi. 3 i confessed his sin, 
but did 1101 forsoke it, xxvlil. 13; be­
came a sacrifice to his own evil policy, 
Xi\', 32 i xxviil. 10 i his infamy per­
peluatcd by the Jewish law, x. 7. 

Balak, the curse he sought for others 
came u11on himself, xi. 27 i x.x.ii. 8. 

Balance, a false one, xx. 23. 
Baptism, need of frequent self-examina­

tion l\·hetber we are fulfilling its vows, 
xxvi. II, 

Barabbas, an instance how God ovenu.les 
evil for good, xvi. 4. 

Barak, his faith, xxi. 31. 
Dargain, caution respecting it, .xxi. 7. 
Barnabas, his liberality, x.xix:. 7 ; bis 

friendship for Paul, x vii. l 7 ; his dis­
cretion, x.rlii. 9; his humility, x.xvii. 
21 ; the blessing attending bis minis­
try, xvi. 22; his contention with Paul, 
rv. 1 ; his want of firmness, xxvii. ~ 

Baruch, Jeremiah's advice to him, xxiii. 
4. 

Barzillai, a sincere friend, xvii. 17; a 
pattern to the aged, xvi. !H. 

Basil (Abp. ofCa,sarea), quoted, xv. 2. 
Bathsbeba, her son's respect to htr, xxili. 

22. 
Beauty, its vanity, xxxi. 30. 
Bede quoted, xix. 22. 
Belshazzar, bis neglect of warnings, xv. 

32 i God's notice of his profaneness, 
v. 21; xv. 3; the issue of his feast to 
a thousand of his lords, xiv. 13; x.x. 
I ; xxvil. I ; Ws fears realized, x. 24: ·; 
driven away in his wickedness, xiv. 
32; contrasted with Daniel, x. 2. 

Benevolence should be prompt, iii. 27; 
how it may be shown by the poor, 
xii. 22; its reward, xi. 25; guilt and 
danger of the want of it, xxi. 13 ; 
xxiv. 11, 12. 

Benbadad (king of Syria), proud of his 
own power, xvi. 18; his army limiting 
that of God, xh1:. 2 ; his drunkenness, 
n. 1; and death, xxvi. 6; xxvii. 1 .. 

Bereans, their aniiety for iostruction, i. 
5; xv. 14. 

Berechiah, his humanity, xxv. 21, 
Bethel, the children of, scorners, xxiv. 9; 

their destruction, xviii. 7; xxvi. 2; 
the lying prophet of, xii. 5, 22. 

Dethsaida, had no heart for wisdom, .x. vii. 
16. 

Bethshemesh, the men of, a warning 
1 against irreverence, xxviii. B. 

Beveridge (Dp.), quoted, iv. 23; xvii. 20. 
Dible. See Scriptures. 
lligthan and Teresh, their attempt to as­

sassinate Ahasucrus, xxvi. 27; the 
time when Mordecai was rewarded 
for preventing it, an illustration of 
God's providence, xxi. 1. 

Bird, "·andering from its nest, to what 
compared, xxviL 8. 

Bitterness, the heart knows its own, :s.lv. 
10. 

Dlind man at Jerusalem, his treatment by 
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the Sanhedrim, a. snare to his parents, 
xxix, 2.'.i. 

Blind men by the way-side, want of sym­
pathy in the multitude for them, xiv. 
10. 

Blood. See Murder. 
Bloodthirsty, xxix. 10. 
Blossom of life 10 be given to God, viii. 

17. 
Boasting, its Colly, xxv. 14, and danger, 

x. Si xi. 11 ; ite commonness, an<l 
yet the little ground for ii, xx. 6; 
cautions against it, xxvii. I. 

Boaz, bis kindness to aged Naomi, though 
only the mother-in-law of bis wife, 
niii. 22. 

Bone, what breaketh it, :xxv. 15. 
Bones, envy the rottenness of, xiv. 30. 
Borrower, is servant to the lender, xxii. 

; ; caution against banqueting upon 
borrowing, xxi. 17. 

Boyle, quoted, xvii. 3. 
Bribery, is not the way to prosper, xv. 27. 
:Brother, the conduct of Cain as one, 

xx vii. 4- i of Ishmael, ::xxii. 10 ; of 
Joseph, xvii. I 7 ; of Joseph's bre­
thren, xix. 21; xxvii. 10; of Judah, 
xii. 1 0 i xxxi. 8; of Moses, xx. 3; 
xvii. 27 i of Eliab, xii. 16; of Andrew, 
xiii. 20; of the man who came to our 
Lord, xvi. 2. 

Brutes, the objects of a righteous man's 
regard, xii. I 0. 

Burke, quoted, xiv. 34-. 
ButJer (Bp.), quoted, iv. 23; x. 19. 
Buying and selling, the strictest integrity 

required in it, xii. 22 ; xx. 23. 
Buying without considering, caution 

against it, xiii. 16. 

CAIAPHAS (the high priest), his tongue 
ovenuled by God, xvi. 1 ; the issue 
of his sacrificing justice to expedi­
ency, xi. 18. 

Cain, bis sacrifice, xv. 6; despised in­
struction, i, 7; hardened bis face, xxi. 
29 ; his deceit towards his brother, 
xxvJ. 24-, 25; the Lord pondered his 
goinga, v. 21 ; his trying to hide his 
sin, xxviii. 13; his mum1uring against 
God, xix. 3: his wounded spirit, xvlii. 
14 i his abandonment of his religious 
privile,:::es, xxvit. 8. 

Calamity, lhe sin of being glad at that of 
others, xvil. 5. 

Caleb, his rc110rt of the promised land, xii. 
19; his decision, ix. 6; his preserva­
tion, xii. 13; xxix. 25; a blessing 
descending on bis posterity, xiii. 22. 

Canaanites, their fears realized, x. 2-i; 
their vain attempt to esca.pe God's 
wrath, xi. 21 i sin, their ruin, xiv. 34; 
their hardness of heart, xxviii. H; 
driven away in their wickedne&S, xiv. 
32. 

Canaan, woman of. See Syro-Phcenicia.n 
woman. 

Candle of tbe Lord, what, u, 27; of the 
wicked, :,;xiv. 20, 

Capernaum, its neglect of its privileges, 
xvii. 16. 

Care, prayer is the rest of it, xvi. 3. 
Cecil, quoted, iii. 11 ; xv. 33 i xvii. 3; 

xtx. 2. 
Censoriousness, xii. 18. 
Centurion, his mercy to others a benefit 

to himself, 1i. 17; his humility, .1:v. 
33; our Lord's notice of it, xxvii. 2. 

Centurion's servant, xx.vii. 18. 
Cbaldeans, impoverished by sin, x. 3; 

those jealous of Sbadrach, &:c., xvi. 
28, 

Chance, what is so to man is the appoint­
ment of God, xvi. 33; God's govern­
ment of it illustrated by the history of 
Ahasuerus, xxi. l. 

Change, caution against a fondness for it, 
xxiv. 21. 

Character, our, importance or attending 
to the suspicious parl! of it, iv. 23 ; 
duty of regard to the opinions of 
others respecting it, xxii. l. See Re­
putation. 

Charity, enforced, iii. 27; its ,•alue de­
pends not so much on the amount, as 
on the motive, xi'X. 22; there may be 
much almsgiving aud no charily, iY. 
23; those destitute of it shall be them• 
selves left helpless, xxi. 13. 

Cha.stening of tl1e Lord, ho,v to be borne, 
iii. II. See Conection. 

Cheerfulness, xiv. 13; xxix:. 6. 
Chedorlaomer, his sudden overthrow, 

xxvii. 1. 
Children, on the education or, xiii. 24; 

the duties of, :x:::xiii. 22 i the two great 
rules for their conduct. i. 7-9; when 
a source of joy to their parents, .xxiii. 
24 i undutiful, x. l ; the benefit aris­
ing to them from pious ancestors, xiii. 
22 i our Lord an example to them, 
xv. 2; stubborn children, :xix. 25. 

Children of God, their privileges, xiv. 26. 
Christ, the Lord Jesus, bis filial piety, 

xx.iii. 22; his tenderness to his disci­
ples, x. 12; xvi. 2~; his prudence, 
ix. 8 i xii. 23; xiii. 16; spared his 
"'ords1 xvii. 27; his humility, xxv. 
27; bis anger, xiv. 29 i his kindness 
to the pcnitl•nt woman, xvi. 2-l; his 
direction to tl1e Sadducces, x:x.iv. 21 ;. 
his love for his enemies, xxiv. 17; 
his sufferings, xiv. 10; hnd none to 
sympathize with him under hid suf­
ferings, xiv. 10; his submission, iii. 
11; bis dignity on his trial, x.xv. 28; 
his prayer Jbr his murderers, xxv. 21; 
his omniscience, v. 21; xv. 11; xvii. 
3; the wisdoJU of God, ond as such 
his invit:ttion to sinners, i. 20; pro­
phecies concerning him, xii. 19; the 
blessedness of tboso who serve him, 
iii. 35; :xiiL 21; :xxvii. 18; those who 
believe in liim delivered from the 
feu of death, xii. 28: ancl lhcir wis­
dom manifested nt the day of judg­
ment, xii. 8. 

Chrislians, professing, !he self-deceit of 
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many, xiv. 12; their haste to be rich, 
as alluded to by Paul, xxviii. 20. 

Christians, early, their holy obedience and 
distingubhed privileges, xxlx. 18 i 
their libera.lity, xxix. 7; Pliny's t~s­
timony to thent, xii.. 26. 

Chrysostorn, quoted, xxx. 5, G. 
Church, one cause of its corruption, be­

fore the flood, xxxi. 30; its prayer for 
Peter, xv. 29 i its prosperity after the 
death of Herod Agrippa, xxviii. 23; 
its preservat iou, xx:i. 30. 

Churches, the ~even, of Asia, our Lord's 
exact notice of,"· 21. 

City, when it rejoiceth, xi. 10; how it is 
exalted, xi. 11 ; what is better than 
taking one, xvi. 32 ; who bring it 
into a snare, xxix. 8; what compared 
to one broken down, xxv. 28, and to 
a strong one xvm. 11 i who scaleth 
it, xxi. 22. • 

Clouds, without rain, a boaster compared 
to, :1.1:v. H. 

Commandment, he that feareth it shall 
be rewarded, xiii. 13. 

Commandments of God, the duty and be­
nefit of exact obedience to them, vii. 
2. 

Companions, on the choice of, i. 10; iv. 
14; ix. G; xiii. 20 i xv. 12. 

Conceit, a man wise in his own, xxvi. I 2. 
Confession of sin, encouragement to, 

xxviii. 13. 
Confidence in danger, bow to be attained, 

iii. 25, 26 i xiv. 26; xxi. 31 i mis­
placed, the evil of, xxv. 19. 

Congregation of the dead, xxi. 16. 
Coniah (son or Jehoiakim), his punish­

ment, iii. 33. 
Conscience1 its nature and office1 xx. 27; 

its power, :xv iii. 14 i xxviii. 1; Rabab1 

an instance of one obedient to its con­
victions, ix. G i may be scrupulous 
without being enlightened, xxx. 12; 
the contentment arising from a good 
one, xiv. 14-; x:xix. G; Pilate lulling 
his to sleep, xvi. 2. 

Con&ideration, the duty of it, before we 
act, iv. 26; evil of the want of it, 
xxv. 8. 

Consistency, the want of it illustrated in 
Jehu, xxi. 8. 

Contention, one chief source of it, xiii. 
10: duty of avoiding it, xvii. 14; is a 
fruitful source of other sins, xvii. 19 i 
a mark of folly to thrust ourselves 
into it, and having done so, to feel 
bound to maintain it, xx. 3; a soft 
answer will often preveut it, :x.v. 1. 

Contentment enforced, xvi. 8; xxiii. 4; 
XXX. 8. 

Controversy, xxv. 9. See Strife. 
Corinthians, their change of character by 

their conversion, xii. 26: their self­
conceit, xiii. 7; xxi. 2; their strire, 
xvii. 19; their obedience under re­
proof, xxv. 12; their ignorance of the 
feelings under which Paul wrote his 
first epistle, xiv. 10. 

Cornelius, his 11raycr l1eard1 xv. 8. 29; his 
mercy lo others a benefit to himself, 
xl. 17 i his enrnestness oner reli~lous 
instruction, xv. 14 i his growth in 
knowledge and grace, iv. 18. 

Correction, how it ought to be borne, iii. 
11 ; a mark of God's love, iii. 12; to 
whom grie,•ous, xv. 10 i who cspe­
ciallr need it, x. 13; its benefit, iii. 
13; xx. 30; on a parent's use of it, 
xiii. 24. See Reproof. 

Counsel1 evil of the want of it, xi. 14; 
wisdom of heatk"!ning to it, xii. 15 ; 
none against the Lorcl, xxi. 30; good, 
iLs value, xxvii. 9; of the wicked, 
xii. 5 : of God irresistible, xix. 21 ; 
consequences of not attending to that 
of God, i. 30, 31. 

Counsels, wise, how to attain, i. 5. 
Covetousness, brings trouble on a man's 

family, xv. 27; leads to poverty, 
xxviii. 22; cautions against it, xxiii. 
4- ; Elisha an instance of freedom 
from it, iv. 23. 

Credulity, cautions against it, xiv. 15 i 
xxii.3. 

Cretians, their danger from giving heed 
to the commandments of men, xxiii. 
23. 

Crucifiers of our Lord, those converted at 
the day of Pentecost, i. 23. 

Cruelty, brings its owi:i, punishment, xi. 
17; to animals, xii. 10. 

Cry of the l)Oor, danger of not attending 
to it, xxi. 13. 

Cunning, a fool's substitute for wisdom, 
xiv. 8; xxvi. 27. 

Curse comes not causeless, xxxi. 2 ; of 
the Lord, iii. 33. 

Cusr1, the Benjamite, :xxvi. 27. 
Cyprian, quoted, iii. 7. 
Cyrus, an illustration of God's providence, 

xxi. 1. 

DAGON, the incurable folJy of its worship• 
pers, xxvii. 22. 

Damaris, her decision, ix. 6 i her im .. 
provement of religious privilege, x. 5. 

Dan, the tribe of, an illustration of the 
evil of sloth, xv. 19. 

Daniel, his early piety, iv. 14; viii. 17; 
pondered the path of his feet, Iv. 26; 
his thoughts right, xii. 5 i his wisdom, 
xt. 2; xii. 8; whence he dc,lved hid 
Wi'Jdom, ii. 6; his humility, xv .. 13; 
his integrity, xii. 22; his thankful­
ness in anticipation of trial, x. 2A; 
his peace and safety under it, I. 33 ; 
xiv. H i his deliverance from it, xi. 
8; the reward of his obedience, x. 2 i 
xxii. 11 i his deep sense of sin, xx. 9; 
God's ready attention to his prayer, 
xv. 8. 29; in favour with God nnd 
man, xiv; 9; xii. 2G; xxviii, 20. 

Daniel's accusers, their flattery, xxix. 5; 
their deceit, xii. 5; its folly, xiv. 8; 
its punishment, xii. 13; xxvi. 27. 

Darius, an instrument of God's provi .. 
dcnce, xxi. 1 ; llis love for Daniel, 



PROVERBS BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 217 

itxv. 20; entangled by flattery, :dv. 
15; xxi.x. 5. 

Darkness, the way of the wicked is ae, 
iv. 19. 

Dathan, his pride, xiii. 10; terms in 
which he speaks of Egypt, xv. 2. 

Dathan and Abiram, their contempt of 
Moses' expostulation, xv. 32; their 
defiance of God and his ministers, 
xxi. 29; their death, xl. 21; xiv. 32. 

David (I) References lo bis history before 
he ascended the throne-command of 
temper with his brother, x_ii. 16; b!s 
desire to do his duty, xiv. 8; bis 
humility, xviii. 12; bis trust in God, 
iii. 5. 7; xiv. 20; his strength, xxiv. 
5; his wisdom, xii. 8 ; x.xvii. 21 ; 
xxviii. 5; his readiness to take ad­
vice, :xx. 3 ; his preservation from 
the danger he incurred by sinful con­
nexions, ii. 8 ; his exemplary con­
duct to Saul, x. 12; xii. 5; .xxiv. 17; 
xxv. 15; his compassion to an Egyp­
tian s]ave, xi. 17; his care of his pa­
Yents, :xxiii. 22. (2) On his ascending 
the throue-his forgiveness of ene­
mies, xx. 22; his abhorrence or trea­
chery, x:x. 26; his way made p)ain, 
xv. 19 ; his regard for Jonathan's 
children, xviii. 24; his hasty condem­
nation of Mepbibosheth, xvili. 13; 
his want of watchfulness, xxviii. 17; 
overcome bf unbridled passions, vii. 
26; his grievous fall, :xxv. 26 ; his 
vain attempt to hide his sin, xxvi. 
27; murdered Uriah, v. 21 ; his pun­
ishment, ii. 31 i deeply wounded by 
the treachery of Ahilhophel, XXV. 19; 
an Instance of the heart knowing its 
own bitterness, xiv. I O; his resig­
nation under chastisement, iii. 11 ; 
God's covenant with him, x. 25; evil 

~~~;t~;~ ~~~k::J~fg~~:::b~ ~i°h~
5
r: 

xiii. 24 i xxvil. 5; his dying advice to 
Solomon, xv. 4; his hope in d.eath, 
xiv. 32. 

Dealh, how first incurred, xiii. 15 ; in 
the power of the tongue, xv iii. 21 i of 
Judas and Peter contrasted, xi. ltl i 
of the wicked, x. 25; :xi. 7; of the 
righteous, xiv. 32; duty of delivering 
those drawn unto it, xxiv. JI. 

Death eternal, may be In the way of it 
without knowing it, xiv. l 2; the road 
that leads to it, xxi. l G i how to es­
cape it, xii. 28. 

Deborah ( Rebekah'a nurse), the respect 
paid her, x1vli. 18. 

Debts, the payment of, enforced, iii. 27; 
folly of being surely for those of 
others, xiv. 15; deprive a man of his 
liberty, xxii. 7. 

Deceit, characterizes the designa of the 
wicked, xii. Li i often covers hatred 
X?CVi. 21! 25; its folly, x. 18; xi. 18; 
x1~. 8_; its danger, xxvi. 27; an abo­
n11nat1on to God, :xx. 23. 

DcccltfuJness of sin, xxi. 2. 

Decision, religious, instances or, xxviil. J. 
Delay, caution against, iii. 27; xvii. ]6. 
Delight, what is ao to the Lord, .xii. 22; 

xv. 8. 
Demas, entt=Ted tl1e path or the wicked, 

iv. H, 15; his apostasy, xv. 24; xxiii. 
23; xxvi. l 1.-

Demetriua, bis deceit, xil. 5; the folly or 
his instn1clion, xvi. 22. 

Depravity of human nature, marks of it, 
xix. 3; xxi. 8; beyond human powe.r 
to remove, x.1. 9; capable of resisting 
the most awful judgments, xxvii. 22, 
and o\·ercoming the strongest convic­
tions, xxvi. ] I. 

Despisers of1be Word destroyed, xiii. 13. 
Destruction, causes of it,-worldly pros• 

perity, i. 32; an ungoverned tongue, 
x. l4; xviii. 7; ,vant of wisdom, x. 
21 ; perverseness, xi. 3; despising 
God's word, xiii. 13; evil company, 
.xiii. 20; prJde, xvl. 18; ::xvii. 19; 
xv Hi. 12; robbery and injustice, x.xi. 
7; flattery, xxvi. 28; of the wicked, 
no cause of f~ar to the righteous, iii. 
25, 26. 

Devices, none effectual against the coun­
sel of the Lord, xi:i:. 21 i of the wicked, 
bring upon them hatred, xiv. 17; 
become their own punishment, i. 30. 
31. 

Devil, bis falsehood and hatred, xxvi. 28; 
his mocking at sia, xiv. 9; defeated 
by his own weapons, xxv. 2 i xxvi. 
9 i lhe more ruined by his suecess, 
xl. 18. 27; 13Vlii. JO; the deceit of 
his counsel&, xii. 5; from the ex­
ample of our Lord, how to resist his 
wiles, i. JO. 

Diligence. the \vay to competency, xii. 
lJ ; a souxce of power, xii. 2f, and of 
honour, x::xii.29; xx.\·ii.18; necessary 
in keeping the heart, iv. 23; wisdom 
of, in improving religious privileges, 
x. 5 i evil from the want ofit, xv. 19. 

Dinah entered into the path of the wicked, 
iv. 14; the sorrow she must have in 
consequence brought upon her pa­
rents, x. 1. 

Dlonysius, the Areopagile, his wisdom, 
ix. 6; :t. 5. 

Diotrephes, his opposilion to the apostle 
John, x. 8. 

Direction from God, how obtained, iii. 
5, 6. 

Discontent, caution against it, xxvii. 8. • -
Discretion, how shown, xix. I I ; xxiii. 9 i 

necessary in giving reproof, ix. 6 i to 
be preferred to eloquence, xvi. 20. 

Dishonesty, destructive to those who 
practise. it, xxi. 7; how to cut off 
temptation to it, xi. 17. 

Disobedience to parents, x. I. See Chil­
dren. 

Disputes, ho,v lo conduct them, xxv. 9. 
Dissembler, the vain•glorious, xiii. 7; the 

fraudulent. xx. 23; the malicious, 
XX\·i, 2·1, 25; the impenitent, X.X\'iiJ. 
IJ. 

K 
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Doeg, a tale-bearer, xi. 13; a false-,vit­
ness, though not speaking a direct 
untruth1 x-xiv. 28; his mischievous 
influence o,·er Saul, xviii. 21; nnd 
wi~ked con11Hiance with his cruelty, 
XXl'f". ll,.t2. 

Dorcas, hP,r memory blessed, x. 7 ; dili­
gently :seeking good, she procured 
f~,·o\ir, xi. 2i; which is preferable to 
silver and gold, x.xii. I. 

Doubt: where you doubt, abstain, vii. 2. 
Drunkard, returns to his sin as a dog to 

his ,•omit, xx:vi. 11 ; holden with the 
cord of his sins, , •. 22 i his way hard, 
xiii. 15 i e,·il pursues him, xiii. 21; 
remains in the congregation of the 
dead, xxi. 16. 

Drunkenness, the evil of it, xx. l. 
Duty,_attention to it, our chief ,visdon1, 

J;l\". 8 i to whom it is made plain, 
xv. HI; danger of-,'fandering from it, 
x.xvli. S. 

EAR, turning it away from the law, 
xxviii. 9. 

Early piety, i. 8, 9. See Piety. 
Early rising, viii. J"i; instances of, ia. .Jo­

shua, xv. 19. 
Ear•ring of .gold, to what compared, xxv. 

12. 
Ears, stopping tben1 at the cry 1of the 

poor, x~i. 13 i ofa fool, x.xiii .. 9. 
Ebed-melech, an Ethiopian, his friend­

ship for Jeremiah, xvii. 17 ; 1his re­
mar-kable .pU$ervation, iiL25, 26. 

Economy is· income, evil of the want or it, 
.IIi. }7. 

Edomites, their,prlde., xvi. 18; .their con­
duct towards Judah, x,•ii. 5. 

Education, .-couection an ·important part 
of it, xiii 24. 

Egypt, the prophecy conceruing its pre­
sent state, xii. 19. 

EgyptiB.Ds, spoiled by the Israelites, xiii. 
22; Jor -whom they were a ransom, 
xxi. :18 i their .hardness of heart, 
x.xL 29; were punished for their op­
pression, iii. 31. '32; their jdolatry 
their ruin, xiv. 3-f. 

EgypLian sla,·e, David's kindness.lo one, 
xi. 17. 

Elah (king of Israel), his drunkenness, 1 

xx. I ; bis sudden and violent Ueath, 
L 25 j ltXVili. 2. 

EJJad aud Medad, Moses' feeling.towards 
them, xiv. 30. , 

Eleazar and Ithamar, sous of Aaron,-U1eir 
affliction under the loss-of their bro­
thers, xii. 25. 

Eli, too indulgent as a parent, xiii. 24 i 
xiv. 29; xx vii. 5; his .harshness to 
Hannah, xiv. 10; his daughler-in­
law <lied of a l>roken heart, xviii. 
14. 

Eliab, Samuel's mistake concerning him, 
xxx.i. 30; his unkind conduct to his 
younger brother, xii. l 6. 

Eliakim, his encouraging message to Jl e­
zckiah, XXV. 13. 

Eliashib, the grandson of, on in&tanco 
of the evil of forming u1111o~ly con­
nexions, lv. 14. 

Eliltu, the wisdom of his silence, x. l9 i 
his ·respect for the aged, xvi. 31 ; his 
direction under chastisement, iii. 11; 
his.care not to give 11.atlerlng titles to 

• man, xiii. 5; his desOiiption of God's 
.unsearchable wisdom, xx,v. 2. 

Elijah, God's care of ·him, 'X. 3, and.regard 
1to his prayer, x.v. 8 i xi:ix.. 8; his 
wis.dom, xv. 2; -his boldness, xx.,·iii. 
l; contrasted with the wiak.ed, xxviii. 
4-; his weakness of faith, xxiv. 10; 
xxvii. 8; :xxix. 25.i his translation, 
:uvil. 18; contrasted with Ahab, 
.z.xviii. 6. 

Eliphaz, his harsh.censure of Job, xv. I ; 
x:i.x.. 2; his .sul>missian under reproof, 
xv. 32. 

Elisabeth (molher of John the Baptist), 
hei p.raise, xxxi. .30. 

:Elieba, the benefit wbich arose .to him 
from his. acquaintance wlth Elijah, 
:x.iil.-20i xxvii. JBi xxvili . .20i his 
watohfulness ove.r his own heart, iv. 
23; ·his ,desire that ·Jiis good should 
no.t .be evil spoken or, xxii. l i his 
-trust in, •and preservation by, God, 
iii. 25, ..26 ;. xxix . .25; ·his death•bed, 
xvi. 31 ; xx.il. 11 ; bis reproof of 
Joash, xiv. 29;· was the real defence 
:of Israel, .1..i. 11 ; niii:acle wroug:ht by 
:his dead body, x. ·7; his miracles 
w.rought,no ,amendment in the cha• 
racter of the Israelites, :x.xi. 8; his 
servant, :DC. 12. 

Eloque11ce, jls persuasiveness, xvi. 2-t; 
discretion ;preferable ,to it, xvL 20. 

Elymae, his sin, xvii. 20; bis punish­
ment, x. -13; the benofit attending it, 
iix. 25. 

Emmaus1 the two ,disciples going to, 
.their deferred. hape, .xiii. 12; their 
.conduct under reproof, xv. 32; ix. 
8; i:X.iv_. 6 i 'llix. 25; U1eir Joy, xii. 
25. 

Endor, witch :of, (l0nsequences to Saul of 
consulting her, i. ·ao, .31, 

•Enemies, our,duty to, xx. 22; xx.iv. 17; 
XXY, 21 ; their fu.lse ikind.nesa con­
trasted, wilh !he zoprnofa of a lrue 
friend, xxvil.:G. 

Enoch, his translallon, xii. 28; xxvil. 18. 
Eo~y, destructive of-health, xiv. 80; the 

.prospcri_ty of the·wicked no cause for 
it, xxiv. 19, 20; comparcJ wilh anger 
and wJ"atb, xx.,vii. 1. 

Epaphrotlitus, the·messengcr of the Phi­
lippians to·Paul, xxv. 13 i a 1lne ex­
o.mple of Christfon -love, x \' ii. 17. 

.Ephesians, the.change.produced on .them 
by the reception of the Gospel, ix. 6; 
xii. 26; xiii. 7 i xv. 3:J. 

Ephesus, the mob o.t jt, stirred up.by De• 
mctrius, xv. 2 i x-xv. ·2s; xxvii. 4. 

Ephesus, .church or, our -Lord's notice of 
it after his ascension, v. 21. 

Ephraim, men of, Lheir hastiness of tem• 
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per, xii. 16; their pride, ,iii!. 10; .a 
warning .against strife, xvil, 14; XX, 
a; wbeo humble were honoured, xv. 
38; drunkards of, :xx. I. 

Esau, his neglect of, hia ,religions privi­
leges, x. 5 ; ·his quarrel with his .bro­
ther, :x. I; xxv. 28; -bis :marniage, 
x. I ; intent on the present gratifica­
tion of ltis appetites, :xxiii. 2; b.iS-heart 
overruled by God, xx. 24. 

Esau, the house of, God's puniahment:of 
·it, iii. 33; x-xiv. IS. See Edomites. 

Esther, her patriotism, , xxxi. 8; her 
. prayer to God, xvi. 3 ; xxxi.. ;30 ; her 
·appeal to her husband,. xviii. 21; 
.came out:of trouble, oiii. 13;, a. noble 
instance of the,right use of iu.:fluence, 
iii 27. 

Ethiopian nobleman, his desire afle, spi­
ritu.,1,J knowledge, x. 3; xv. H.; xviii. 
1 ; bis teachableness, i. 5; the -~bless­
ing .attending .it, xiv. 6; his path as 
•the •hining light; iv. 18. 

Ewiice, her. piety·ao example. to,mathers, 
i. 7, B, 9; :x.x.xL 30. 

Eve, deceived by the devil, ·uvi. ·2A, 25; 
her desire of forbidden knowledge, 
xix. 2; her self-deceit,: xiv. 12·; her 
ingratitude, xvii. 13; • ·her ,d~obe­
dience and its awful .consequences, 
vii. 2; xiii. 15. 

Events, God's absolute control over them, 
xvi. 9; xLll:. 21 ; xx. 24; the happiness 
of .leaving all ·in his hands, iii. 5, G; 
xvi. 3. 

Evil, how to be. preserved from the fear 
of it, i. 33 i fo1eseen by the prudent, 
xxii. 3 i direcled by God, :xxvi. 2; 
overruled to l~e benefit .of the right­
eous, iii. 21 ; the sight of it dan­
gerous, iv . .14, 15; will return upon 
those who attempt it, xxvi. ·27 ; pur­
sues and clings to sinners from ge­
neration to generation, xiii. %1 ; xvii. 
13. 

Evils, outward, contrasted with those of 
the mind, xviii. 14. 

Example, its influence, iv. IA, 15; xiii. 
,20; instances of those rising alJove 
it, Ix. G. 

Expectation of the wicked,:,:; 28. 
Expediency, worldly, its folly.iii .. 7; xi. 18. 
Explanation, mutual, the benefit .of, il-

lustrated, xxv. 8. 
Extrnvngance foads to tuin, ll.i. -J 7. 
Eaekiel, his boldness and love in the re­

proof of sin, :xx. ,·iii. I ; hb via ion of 
the destruction of Jerusalem,· i:x.i. 3; 
hiit pleaaurc in executing. &he most 
arduous duties, x. Hi God's noUce of 
him, xv. 3. 

Ezekiel, the hearers of, their curs grati­
fied but their hearts unchanged, x. 
5 i xxvi. 2!J. 

Ezra, his trust in Goll, xvi. 3; honoured 
of man, x.xii. 11 i Ids deep sense of sin, 
xx. Di xii. 25 i his prayer answered, 
xv. 29; encouraged by Shechaniah, 
xii. 25; x.xvii. O. 

Bye, an evil, wbo has it, xxviii. 22. 
Eyes .or the Lord in every place, xv. 3; 

preserve knowledge, xxii. 12. 

PiA.lll'TI11a:in the day of adversity, x.xiv. 
JO. 

BaJth,itii .. 5 .. 26; xvi. 3; xvlii. 10. 
Faithful man abounds with blessing•, 

x.x.viiL 20. 
Faithful spirit, how shown, xi. 13. 
Families, their prosperity, how best pro­

moted, :xiii. 22. 
Family religion, Abraham's atter.tion to 

'it,.·iii; 5,·6 . 
FalbeH, ,instanoes of.those who had joy 

in their children, x. I; xxiii. 24. 
Favonr, how to obtain it, xi. 27; xiii.15; 

xiv. 9; the deceitfulness of, xxxi. 30. 
Fear; remedy against it, i. 33; .iii. 25, 26. 
Fear of the Lord, ,exhortation to, :xxiv. 

21 i the blessing it confers on poverty, 
XIV. 16; the foundation of all wisdom, 
i. 7;:~v. 33; the canfidence it in­

.,spiJes, xiv .. 26; ihe reward attending 
it, xiii. ·13; -%X.Xi. 30; the happiness 
of'him·who nia.kes it the ruling prin­
ciple, xxviii. H. 

Fear of man, :xiix. 25. 
Fear of the wicked, x.. 24. 
Fea.:Jting, caution :respecting it, :x.:tiii. l 

~3. 
Fees, .Hophni and Phinel1as ravening for 

theirs, :xv. 27. 
Felix, •though ,a heathen, an instance of 

the power·of conscience, •xxvlii. l; 
·.holden with the cords of ·his -sins, v. 
.22 i ;bis·ptocraslinalion ended in final 
apostaay, .11v.ii. :}6; conlr~ted with 
Paul, JU.. viii. 6. 

Fe1tt1s, his• inability to.-:i.ccount for Paul's 
conduct, xiv. JO. 

Ficth:ness, caution against H, xxvii. S. 
Fideli&y,. happy .effects of, xxv. 13; i11 

dealing, xii. •22; in 1cproof,·xx.vii. 5. 
Fig-tree, .who shall eat the fruit of it, 

xx,·il. 18. 
Filthiness, shese not washed,from it, :1xx. 

12. 
Fioing ... pot,for silver, ,&c., •xxvii. 2J. 
Fi.rst-fruite, God· to be J1onourecl wilh, 

•Iii. 9. 
Fl&tleey, often used to aonceal ·hatred, 

.xxvi. 24, 26; is ruinous, :txvi. 2S; 
xxix. 5; of a man's self, xiv. 1~. 

Polly, proofs of it, despising insttuclion, 
i. 7; abuse of ·prosperity, i. 32 i 1vain 
boasting, .x . .a i deceit nnd 6lo11der, x. 
18; foHowing ,vain persons, xii. 11; 
self.conceit, xii. 15; ,irritable temper,. 
xii. 16; xiv. 17. 29; expecting to 
prosper ,by deceit, xiv. B; mocking nt 
sin, xiv, 9; credulity, xiv. 15; fretting 
ogainst the Lord, :x.ix. 3; drunken­
ness, xx. I ; meddling, xx. 3; want 
of forethought, xxti. 3; how to tr~ot 
it, x. 13; xxiii. 9; incurable, x.xvi. 
II, 12; xxvil. 22. 

foolishness, the heart of fools procloimelh 
it, xii. 23; ·lhe mouth of fools poureth 

x2 
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it oat, xv. 2, and feedeth on It, xv. 
14; the thought of it is sin, x.xiv. 9. 

Fools, state of their heart indisposes them 
to the reception of wisdom, xvii. 16; 
their inheritance, iii. 35; cause of 
their J)erbhing, x. 21; xviii. 7. 

Forbearanr.e under injuries: of Joseph, x. 
12; Moses, xx. 22; Paul, xxv. 21 ; 
of our Lord towards his disciples, x. 
12. 

Forethought, it'. 26: xiv. 15; xxii. 3. 
J'orgivcness, duty of, xx. 22; x.x.v. 21. 
Fortitude, x,·iii. 14; xx,~m. l. 
}"ortuna1us, a comfort to Paul, x:xv. 13. 
Friend, our Lord as, xxvii. 6; a father's 

not to be forsaken, xxvii. 10. 
Friendship, proofs of it, xvii. 17 i xxvii. 

5, 6; its value, xiii. 20; xxvii. 17; 
insincere, xix. 22; xxv. 19; xxvi.-
23; xx,·ii. 6; how to preserve it, 
xviii. 24. 

Froward, find no good, xvii. 20 ; hateful 
to God, iii. 32; an annoyance to 
others, xvi. 28, and beset their own 
path with difficulties, nil. 5. 

Frugality the way to charity, xi. 25. See 
Economy. 

Futurity, ignorance of, x.x.vii. 1. 

GA.AL, his rashness, vain-glory, and the 
shame it brought upon him, xxv. 8. 

Gad, the tribe of, their trust in God, iii. 
5, 6. 

Gadarenes (or Gergesenes), had llO heart 
for wisdom, xvii. 16; illustrate the 
evil of ignorance and of the indispo­
sition to be instructed, xix. 2; xv. 32. 

Gain, greediness of, its folly; xv. 27. 
Gaius, his hospitality, xviil. 24. • 
Galatian Church, beguiled, i.•10 i danger 

of their false confidence, xiv. 12; 
strife introduced by false teachers, 
xvi. 2S; their seH-conceit, xxi. 2. 

Gate, on exalting, xvii. 19. 
Gedaliah, his incredulity, .xxii. 3 i mur~ 

dered by Ishmael, xii. 5. 
Gehazi, bis treasure profited him 

nothing, x. 2; his way hard, xiii. 
15 ; his punishment, xiii. 5; illus­
trating the foUy of deceit, xiv. 8; xii. 
19; the punishment of his covetous­
ness entailed on his posterity, xv. 
27; contrasted -with Elisha, xxviii. 
20. 

Gentile world, illustrating the evil of ig• 
norance of God, xix. 2. 

Gentleness, its power, xv. 1 ; :xxv. 15. 
Gerizim, temple of, n~.te to, iv. ~.4. 
Geshem, his deceit, xn. 5; xxvu. 6. 
Gethsemane, our Lord in, iii. 11. 
Gibeonite~, how affected by the taking of 

Jericho, xix. 25. 
Gideon his humility, xv. 33; his corn~ 

ma
1

nd of temper, xii. JG i xv. 1 i his 
freedom from ambition, iv. 23; xxlv. 
21. 

Gideon's sons, their murderers overtaken 
by God's justice, xiii. 21. 

Girt, boasting of a false one, xxv. 14. 

Gills. Su Bribery. 
Gladness, a pious child a source or, x. l : 

the hope of the rigbteouo shall be, x. 
28; guilt of, at the miseries of others, 
xvil. 5; xxiv. 17. 

Glory, ,vho shall inherit It, iii. 35 ; what 
is not, xxv. 27 i in what it consists, 
xix. 11; tbe hoary head when a crown 
or, xvi. 31. 

Gluttony, l[l[iiJ. 2. 
God, all the faculties or man, and the 

power and disposition to use them 
aright, from him, xx. 12; hJs notice 
of man's way, v. 21; direction of 
man's steps, xvi. I. 9 i xx. 24 i pon­
ders and tries the heart, xvi. 2 i xvii. 
3 i x.xi. 2; xxiv. 12 i nothing escapes 
him, xv. 3. 11; his counsels and 
decrees irresistible, xvi. 4 i xix. 21 i 
x::i:i. I. 30; his providence unsearch­
able, xxv. 2, and remarkably shown 
in the preservation of Lhe Scriptures, 
xxil. 12; bis regard for those who 
speak and act sincerely, xii. 22; 
what is an abomination to him. See 
Abomination. 

Going, bis, the importance of a man look­
ing well to it, xiv. 15. 

Goings, man's, are or the Lord, xx. 24-. 
Gold, furnace for, :xvii. 3; a good name to 

be preferred to it, :xxii. I j an ear­
ring of, ixv. 12. 

Goliath, his curse harm.less, xxvi. 2; his 
expectation disappointed, x. 28 i his 
destruction, xviii. 12. 

Good, not to withhold it, iii. 27; doing it, 
a benefit to ourselves, xi. 17. 27; xiii. 
21; he that handleth a matter wisely 
shall find it, xvi. 20. 

Good man, his inheritance, xiii. 22; is 
satisfied from himself, xiv. 14. 

Good news, xxv. 2.5. 
Good understariding, xiii. 15. 
Good word, xii. 25 i xv. 23. 
Gospel, enlarged views of it, how at­

tained by the apostles, i. 5 ; publicity 
given to it, i. 20 i the joy consequent 
on receiving it, iii. 17; the reward 
attendant on the propagation of it, 
xi. 18 ; beneficial etfect on the cha• 
racter, xii. ~6; those who receive it 
possessed of great richcJ, xiii. 7 i its 
nature, xx. 15. 

Gossiping, c;iution against, x. 19. 
Grace, restraining, illustration of, ii. 8 i 

Nicodemus and Joseph of Arima­
thea, instances of growth in, xxi. 29; 
also the Apostles, iv. 18. 

Gratitude, illustrated by the conduct or 
the Israelites to the Kenites, xi. 17. 
See Ingratitude. 

Gregory I., quoted, xxvii. 5, 

HADAKKUK, his confidence in God, xiv. 
~G. 

Habit, the force of, v. 22i xxvi. II. 
Hagar, her misconduct ns a servant, 

xxvii. 8; God's notice, xv. 3, and 
care of her, xx. 12, 
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Hale, Judge, quoted, n:.vii. 1 R. 
Hall, Bishop, i. 5. JO; lil. 5, 6, 7. 9, 10, 11 i 

iv. 14, 15; xi. 13. 31; xiii. 7. 16. 20; 
xiv. 8. 10. 15; xv. 4. 16. 19. 29. 32; 
xvi. 4. 33; xix. 2. 22 i xxi. l; xxiii. 
9; xxiv. 5; xxv. 2. 18. 27; xxvii. 
2. 4. 6 ; xxvili. 4. 20; xxix. e. 

Haman made a mock at sin, xiv. 9; his 
deceit, xii. 5; his vexation in the 
midst of his abundance, xiii. 7; xiv. 
10; the r~sult of his casting lots an 

• illustration of God's prov.idence, xvi. 
33; contrasted with Mordecai, xi. 8; 
involved himself in destruction, xxvi. 
27; his cruelty visited on his sons, 
xi. 17; for \Vhom his wealth was laid 
up, xiii 22; his memory infamous, 
xiv. 17. 

Hauaniah (a false prophet in the time of 
Jeremiah), his deceitful promises, 
xx:v. 14; his death, xii. 19; x.xi. 28. 

Hananiah (ruler of the palace in the time 
of Nehemiah), his faithfulness, xxviii. 
20, and promotion, xv. 33. 

Hannah, her anguish of spirit mistaken 
by Eli, xiv. 10; her meekness, xv. l; 
her desire granted, x. 24; xiii. 12; 
her piety and the honour put upon it, 
xx:xi. 30 i blessing attendant on de~ 
voting her first-born to God, iii. 9, 
10. 

Hanun (king of Ammon), badly advised, 
xvi. 28. 

Happiness, not dep@ndent upon outward 
circumstances, xv. 16 ; :xxix. 6 i the 
way to it, iii. 17 i xvi. 20 i how a 
child may obtain it, i. 8, !I; sloth, B 
great enemy to it, xv. 10. 

Happiness of the Christian, bidden from 
the world, xiv. 10; iii. 32; contrasted 
with that of the world, 1iv. 13. 

Hardness of heart, Instances of, xxi. 29. 
Harvest, consequences of sleeping in, 

x. 5. 
Hastiness of spirit, its folly, xiv. 29. 
Hatred stirs up strife, x. 12 ; the folly of 

hiding it, x. 18 ; neglect of reproving 
his son, a proof of it in a father, 
xiii. 24; object of that of the righteous, 
xiii. 5. 

Hatred of the wicked, ix. 8; xxix. 10. 
Ha.tred of reproof, its danger, xv. 10. 
Hatred of gifts, its benefit, xv. 27. 
Hazael1 his self-deceit, xvi. 2; :x:xvill. 

26; his punishment, iii. 33. 
Head, hoary, when a crown of glory, :xvl. 

31. 
Health, promoted by well-regulated affec­

tions, xiv. SO. 
Heart, God rules over it, xvi. 1. 9 i xii:. 

21; xxi. 1 ; its Joys and soTTows can .. 
not be fully known to another, xiv. 
10; is known to God, and to God 
only, xv. 11; xvii. 3; xxi. 2; xxiv. 
12 i insufficiency of worldly gratifica• 
tions to satisfy it, xiv. 13 i how glad .. 
dened, xii. 25; the folly of lrusting 
it, XlCViii. 26 i how it should be kept, 
iv. 23 i purity of, its benefit, :xiii. 11 ; 

K 

consequences of its departure from 
God, xiv. 14, and of hardening it, 
:s:xviii. 14; e,·il of a perverse one, 
:1:ii. 8; a haughty one, of what a fore­
runner, xv iii. 12; jntluence of a right 
state of it in our intercourse wirb 
others, xvi. 231 and in our search 
after truth, iv. 18; xxviii. 5; its ten­
dencies alike in all ages, xxvii. 19; its 
depravily beyond our own cure, xx. 0. 

Heavenly-mindedness,3. presen·at.ivefrom 
sin, xv. 24. 

Heaviness of heart, source of, x. 1 ; how 
alleviated, xii. 25; how aggravated, 
xxv. 20 i the end of worldly mirth, 
xiv. 13. 

Hedge of thorn,, the way of the slothful 
compared to it, xv. 19. 

Hell, before the Lord, xv. 11 ; the means 
by which the wise depart from it, 
xv. 24. 

Henry, M., quoted, xiii. 13; xiv. 8 i xvi. 
20 i :xxi. 29. 

Herbert, G., quoted, iii. 27; xiii. 7. 
Herod the Great, bis deceit, xii. 5; xxvi. 

24, 25; his expectation disappointed, 
x. 28i xxi. 30; contrasted with the 
shepherds, :xv. 16. 

Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great), 
his reverence for John the Baptist, 
xii. 26; his rash oath, xiii. 16; sold 
the truth for sensuality, xxiil. 23 i 
his contempt of our Lord, x.vii. IG i an 
instance of the evil of ungodly con­
nexions, :xvi. 28 i :1:xvii. 17; of the 
force of conscience, IX. 27 i xxviii. 1; 
and of the dominion of sin, :.:xvi. 1 I. 

Herod Agrippa (nephew of Herod Anti­
pas), his vanity, xvi. 18; ruined by 
flattery, xxvi. 28; xxvii. 21; God's 
notice of him, xv. 3; his wretched 
end, :xiii. 5. 

Herod.ias, her evil influence on Herod 
Antipas, xvi. 28 i :1:xvit. 17. 

Herodotus quoted, xvi. 31. 
Hezekiah, his trust in God, iii. 5, 6 i his 

refuge under trouble, xiv. 26 i xviii. 
10; God's kind message to him, xii. 
25, and answer to his prayer, :1.v. 29; 
his ignorance of his own heart, xix. 
2 i his pride, xxix. 23 i the intention 
of his trial, xvii. 3; his repentance, 
Ixi. 29; his resignation under chas­
tisement, iii. 11 i the blessing nttend­
ing his pious reign, xi. 10 ; xvJ. 20; 
xxviii. 2 i contrasted with his father 
Abaz, xxix. 18; contrasted with Sen­
nacherib, xiii. 16. 

Hlel, his punishment, a remarkable in­
stance of the certainty of God's threat .. 
enings, xxvi. 2. 

Hiram, his love for David, xxvil. 10; 
contrasted with Adonijah, xviii. 24. 

Honesty, stricUy enforced, xx. 23. 
Honey, its immoderate use, to what corn• 

pared, xxv. 27. 
Honeycomb, the full soul loall1eth it, 

xxvii. 7. • 
Honour, false, illustrated in Rehoboam, 

3 
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xiii. 10; what is tn,l~• so, xvt 32 i 
xY, 3 i the way to it. xv. 33; x,·iii. 
12 i xl...;. 21; xx1i. 29; upholds the 
humble, xxix. 23; is thrown away 
upon a fool, xxvi. 8; national, how 
obtained, xh·. 3f.. 

Hooker, quoted, xix. 2~ xxh-·. 21. 
Hop~ deferred, its effect on the heart, 

xhi. 12; in death, by whom possess­
ed, xh•. 32 i of the wicked, its vanity, 
xi. 7 i of the righteous and. wicked 
contrasted, x. 28. 

H-ophni and Phineha.s, disregard of their 
father, i. i; themseh·es despised, xii. 
8; their awful death, xiv. 32 ; con­
trasted with Sanmcl, xii. 28. 

Horne, Bishop, quoted, xili. 7 ; xv. 24i; 
x,·i. 4- i xxi. 8. 

Horse, prepared against the day of battle, 
xxi. 31. 

Horses, remarks on their use by·the 1ews, 
xxi. 31. 

Hospitality, enforced and illustrated by 
the example of. Philemon and Gaiusp 
xviii. 2~~ 

House, from whose, evil will not depart, 
::,n•ii.13. 

Humanity to the brute creation enforced, 
xii. 10. 

Human nature, in what· consists its 
highest perfection, viii. 17; clue to 
the knowledge of it, xxi. 8. 

Humility, the way to honour,, xv. 33; 
xviii. 12 ; xx..i~. 23; a proof of wis­
dom, xi. 2 ; examples of it, xxv. 27; 
xxvii. 21. 

Hunger a substitute for delicacies; xxvii. 
7. 

Hrmeneus and Alexander, xxi. 16. 
Bymeneus and Philetus, xv. 2. 
Hypocrjsy, to ,vhat it may be compared, 

:xx vi. 23; its folly, x. 18. 

1DLEX"Ess, the -evil of, x., 5·; God's notice 
of that of Sodom, v. 21. See Sloth. 

Idolatry and true religion ·contrasted,. xv. 
1-1 j XX. )5. 

Ignorance, a sense of, the first step to 
knowledge, i. 5 i if wilful, criminal, 
xxiv. 11, 12; xxix.-7. 

Ignorance, man's, of the hearts or others, 
xiv. I 0 i of himself, xvi. 2 ;-of futurity, 
xx \·ii. 1 ; evil of, xix.. 2 i sin the chief 
source of, in religion, xxviii. 5. 

Impartiality in judgment- enforced; and 
example of Samuel alluded to, xv. 27; 
of Holy Scripture, xx. 6. 

Impatience, iii. 11; xix. a~ 
Imprudence, instances of, xxii. 3; xxv. 8. 
Impulse of the moment, caution against 

acting upon it, iv. 26 i xix. 2. 
Inauility of men, how God help, it, illu,­

trated by the man with a.· withered 
hand, x. 8. 

Inconsistency of man, xxi. 8. 
Irnlecision of Zedekiah, xxix. 25. 
Indiscretion, xix. 2 i in talking, xviii. 21 i 

xxix. 11. 
Indulgence of children, e'fil of it, xiii. 

24 ; of e,·11 dis(loollions, lte· 1JT9ot 
danger, xxvlll. 17. 

Industry contrasted wJtrb ldleness,. xxi. 
17. Seo Diligence. 

Infidels, xXil. 12. 
Infirmity, a n1an's, contrn..,ted, with a 

wounded spirit, xviii. H. 
Influence, of the righteous as o. citizen, 

xi. 10; of a man'.s company upon his 
character, xiii. 20; of sin in clouding 
the understanding, xx.viii. 5. 

Ingratitude, the punishment of, xvii. 13. 
Iniquity, what he that sows it shall reap, 

xxil. 8. 
Innovation, caution against, xxiv. 21. 
Instruction, tbe benefit of attending to it, 

i. 5. 8, 9; instances of those despising 
it, i. 7; the evil of refusing it, xv. 32. 

Integrity, a guide in difficulties, .xi. 3; 
the confidence it inspires, xx"iii. 1 ; 
its value in the sight.of God, xii. 22; 
xxi. 3, and of man, xxii. 11 ; con­
trasted with covetousness, xv. 2i. 

Intemperance, caution· against, xxiii. 2. 
Intentions, good; their danger, xix. 2 i 

x.xi. 2. 
Iron, sharpening iron, to what compared, 

xxvii. 17. 
Isaao, his obedience to his father, xxiii. 

22. 24,; his improvement of his re­
ligious privileges, x. 5 ; his retire­
ment for meditation, :x viii. J ; what· 
proved a snare to him, :xxiil. 2; xxix. 
25; xxxi. 30; his undue partiality 
fat Esau, xix. 2-J i his piety, xxvii. 
10; his faith his1support, xviii. 14. 

Isaiah, an· instance of. the importance of 
prayer, xi. 11; his deep sense of sin, 
xx. 9; his love for his-enemies, xxiv. 
17. 

Ishbosheth, bis,death, xxvii~ 1; and· that 
of his.uncle, xi. 27. 

IshDlllel<{son of Abraham), his neglect of 
hi!I religious privileges, x. 5; stirred 
up strife, x. 12; :xv. 4; a scorner, 
x:di~ 10 i an illustration of the ten­
dency o:r: man's heart lly nature, 
xxvii. 19. 

Ishmael (son of Nethaniah), his deceit, 
xii. 5. 

Israelites, tllelr folly in murmuring, x. 
14; their conduct whe11 tl1reatened 
by the Edomites, xvii. 14·; Intention 
of their trlals1 iii. 12; xvii. 3; their 
false profess.ion of obedience, iv. 23 i 
xv.· 11; their spiritual sloth, xv. 19; 
their backsliding, xiv. 14 i their self­
conficlcnce, xx. 6; their want of 
counsel, xf. 14; their sinful mirth, 
xiv. 13 i their unnvailing weeping, 
i. 28; the dcstntction of tho,ie who 
joined Baal-pear, x. 25; xiii. 20; 
miracles failed to convert them, xxi. 
8; their extreme folly nml wicked­
ness, xv. 2 i xxviii. 5 ; their punish­
ment, 1. 30, 31; xi. 3i xiii. IS; cflen 
preserved for their fathers' sakc 1 xi. 
21; their rejection of Samuel, xxiv. 
21. 
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latael, tb .. ten tribes of, division of the 
ten tribce, xvil. 14; consequences ot 
abandoning the prie1thood of Aaron, 
xxix. 18; their vain. dependence on 
idols, zxii. 8; pursued by. evil, sill. 
21 ; the, instruments employed by 
God to cany- them captive, :.uci. 1 i 
their·scomful rejection of Hezekiah's 
invitation, xvii. 16. 

Israel, princes of the houae· of, in the 
time of Moses,. their zeaL to give, iii. 
27.; in the time of Micah, :ur.l. 7. 

l&l'ael, the little maid of, her single talent 
improved, xix. 22.; her benevolence 
towards her enemies, xxv .. 21; bow 
honoured, xv; 4, 

Issues of life out of the heart, iv .. 23t.. 
Itllamar, the eJlect upon ·Wm of his bro­

ther's death, xii. 25. 

J.uz.<NIAB·(one.of theprineeaof Judah), 
his d<tatb contrasted with that of 
Jeremiah, xii". 21. 

Jaazaoiah (a Rcchabite), his, filial• obe­
dience, :xxiii~ 22. 

.Jabcz, his pray.er answered, z:v. 20. 
Jacob, his filial obedience, rx:iiir22.; God's 

notice o, him, xv. 3; hie vow, ill. 
9, 10; his industry,_ xit 11 i La.ban's 
testimony to his cbaractm-, xit. 26 i 
the punishment of his deeeit, "J:ii. 22; 
:n.vi. 21; Ws humanity, xii. 10; bis 
prudence, xiii_ 16; -xvi~ 20; his con­
ciliatory condnct1 ix v. 15 i· his trust 
in God, iii. 5, 6i his prayer answered, 
xv. 8 ; his way: made plain:, xv .. 19 i 
his joy on hearing of Joseph, :,:xv. 
25; hia venerable old age, rvi\ 31 ; 
his answer to .Pharaoh, xvi. 23; his 
review of life, xxviii. 5 ; his path as 
the shining light, iv. 18; hit hope in 
death, :xiv. 32. 

Jacob, heads of the house of, referred to 
by Micah, :11ci. 7. 

Jacob, sons of1 their hypocrisy, r.x.vi\ 23. 
James (the less, Bishop of JHusalem), 

bis wisdom, x. 13: 
Jame, (Lhe son of Zebedee), bis hastiness 

of temper, :xiv. 17; his Ignorance of 
his own heart, xrl. 2. 

J eboahaz, contrasted with bis father, :xxi. 
16. 

Jehoiadn, his venerable old ap, xvi. 31; 
his memory blest, x. 7. 

Jchoiakim, his oppresaion, :K.vli. 19 i 
xxvili. 22; n scorner, Jahr. 9 i an 
awful contrast to his father, xxi. 16; 
his great wickedlle:se, xxi. 29; his 
miserable death, xiii. 13. 

Jeboram (king of Israel), his conduct 
towards God under affliction, liJ. 11 ; 
hi• rage against Elisha, xii. 16; death 
of one of his lords, :xiii. l:J. 

Jehoram (king of Judah), an awful con­
trast to his. pious father, xx-1~ 16; his 
miser.ible d~ath, xii. 21 ; xiii. 5. 

Jehoshnphnt, the prosperity of his king­
dom, xiv. 3•J; enticed. to sin, i. 10; 
his danger from hh1 connexion wilh 

Ahab, xJli. 20; God's notice or himi 
xv. 3; the benefit to him of the de­
struction of his fleet, iii.12; xxi. 29; 
hi~ ,submission under reproof, xxv. 
12; the honaur God put upon him, 
xJI. 26; hiB prayer remarkably an­
swered, x.v. 29'. 

Jehu (king of Israel), his vain-glory, xx. 
6; xxv. 27; his inconsistency, xxi. 
8; kept not his he.an with all dili­
gencer iv. 23: God's notice of his 
wrong motives in doing that which 
was ,in itself right, xv:i. 2; the de., 
struction of his family, iii. 33. 

Jebu (a prophet), his faithful reproof, 
xxv. 1%; xxvii. 6. 

Jephthah, his seeking direction from God, 
iii. 5, G ; his destruction of the 
Ephraimites, xvii. H; hie rash vow, 
llXVii. I. 

Joemiab, bis acknowledgmcnt of God's 
overruling. providence, xvi. 1 ; the 
prosperity of the wicked:a stumbling­
block to him; :niv. 19; his pru­
dence, xi .. 13; his uncompromising 
fidelity, xiii-. 5 i xxviii. 4; the object 
of cruel mocking, xii. 18; his grief 
at the calamities he foretold, xvii. 5; 
his love for his enemies, xxiv. 17; 
his advice· to Baruch, xxiii. 4; xx:x. 
8; contrasted with Jaazaniah, xii. 
21. 

Jericho, God's cnrse against it, :x:xvi. 2. 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, his diligence, 

xii. 24; n:::ii. 29 ; bis distrust of God, 
iii. 7; his idolatry, xi. 31 i the wicked 
motive of his· worship, x:ri. 27 i the 
deceit of his counsels, xii. 5 ; the 
folly of his worldly wisdomT xiv. 12 ; 
xxlv. 21; his neglect of warnings, 
x.x.i. 29 ; his defeat, xvi i. 14; his me­
mory infamous, iii. 35 i x. 7; bis 
example long followed, and prod.nc­
tivc of great evil, :x.xviii. 2; xxiv. 21. 

Jeroboam II. (son of .roash), iii. 33. 
Jesse's anxiety about his three sons, how 

overruled by God, xvi. 9. 
Jethro, bis good advice to Moses, i. 7; 

xii. 18; the benefit he received from 
Moses, xxvii. 17. 

Jewel, Bishop, quoted, xxi. l: xxii. 12. 
Jewol, the lips of knowledge compared 

to it, XX. 15. 
Jews (1) as refened to by Isa.iah-their 

unavailing prayer, i. 28; xxviii. 9; 
vain expectation of help from Egypt, 
x. 28 i their disregard of God's llro­
vidence, xix. 2; their self.righteous-. 
ness, xxx. 12; (2) tlleir cnpti\'Jt)' in 
Babylon-their stale just before th.eir 
captivity, xxviil. 4; in their capti­
vity, xxv. 20; their deliverance from 
Dabylon, xiii. 12 i an instance of the 
benefit of affliction, xx. 30; (3) in the 
time of our Lord and his apostles­
neglect of their privileges, x. 5; xvii. 
JG ; their hatred of our Lord, xx vi. 
28 i why they und~rstood not his pa• 
rabies, xxviii. 5; were the more hard-

K4 
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ened by his miracles, xvil. 20; their I 
imprecation at his trial, xii. l:.t i xxvi. 
27 i their en"y led to murder, xx,•iit. 
Iii their treatment of Paul, xxv. IS; 
xxix. 10; (4) their present state-iv. 
19 i xii. 19 i xiii. 21; xvil. 13; the 
forty who conspired against Paul, 
xix. 21. 

Jezebel, her hatred against the Lord's 
people, xxix. l 0 i her rage against 
Elijah, xii. 16; her profaneness, xxi. 
2i ; her influence on her husband, 
xxvii. l 7; her haughty spirit, xviii. 
12; her death, XX\'iii. 17; her me­
mory infamous, xiii. 5 ; contrasted 
with the widow of Zarephath, xvi. 
8. 

Joab, his treachery, x. 18; xxvi. 23; his 
sedition, xxiv. 21; his death, :xx. 26; 
xxv. 4. 

Joash (king of Israel), his respect for 
Elisha, xii. 26; xvi. 31; xxii. 11. 

Joash (king of Judah), an instance of the 
advantage of having a wise and pious 
friend, xiii. 20; enticed to sin, i. I 0 ; 
his base ingratitude and impiety, 
xxvii. 10; his death, xiii. 13; x:xviii. 
17. 

Job, as a parent, xxiv. 9; as an instructor, 
x:. 21; as a magistrate, xxxi. 8; his 
uprightness, xii. 22 ; made not gold 
his bope, x,•iii. 11 ; his patience, iii. 
11 ; xvili. l ¼; his resistance of temp• 
tat ion, i. I 0; kept his heart with all 
diligence, iv. 23; his controversy, x. 
19; multiplled words without know• 
ledge, x:. 19; his defective self• 
k.Dowledge, xii. 2; his confession of 
sin, xx. 9 i found favour with God, 
xiv. 9 ; his hope in a Redeemer, 
xviii. 10. 

Job's friends, their mistaken views of 
God's providence, xix. 2 ; their want 
of sympathy, xiv. 10. 

Jochebed, her faith commended, xxxi. 
30 . 

.Joel and Abiah (sons of Samuel), disho­
noured their station, :z:xvi. 8. 

Jobanan1 his hypocrisy, xv. 11 i his vain 
conhdence, xxviii. 26; consequences 
or his distrust or God, x. 24. 

John the Apostle, his hastiness of spirit, 
xiv. l 7; ignorance of his heart, xxi. 
2; supports our Lord's mother, xvii. 
17; his boldness, xxviii. 1; his con­
sistency, xxi. 28; his conression of 
sin, x.x. 9; hie joy over Gaiue, xxiii. 
24. 

John the Baptist, his preparation for his 
office, xviii. l; his humility, xxvii. 
2; :xxix. 23; his reproof of Herod, 
xiii. 5; xxviii. 4-; Herod's reverence 
for him, xii. 26; Herodias' conduct, 
xvi. 28; his death haunted hie mur• 
derer, xxviil. 1. 

John Mark, his shrinking from duty, 
xxvii e. 

Johnson, Dr., quoted, xli. 19; xviii. 1; 
uL 28. 

Joiada (son of the blgh priest), hie pu­
nishmcnlt xx. 20. 

Jona:~i~isari:~~, ~:n~:eui~~x~~d~ ;11~~ 
30 i hls sin discovered by lot. xvi. 33~ 
God's notice of him in the whale's 
belly, xv. 3; his murmuring, xiv. 29; 
xix. 3; xxiv. 10 i hl11 faithful record 
of his sin, xx. 6. 

Jonathan, his friendship for David cha­
racterized by prudence, disinterested 
tenderness, stability, xvi. 24; xvii. 
17; xxiv. 11, 12; xxvii.9i xxix.10; 
his-ignorance of the future, xxvii. l; 
his disinterested kindness rewarded 
in the kindness shown to his chi!• 
dren, :xi. 17; :xxvii. 10. 

Joseph, his early piety, viii. 17; his pru.• 
dence in not reproving his brothers, 
ix. 8 ; entered not into the path of 
the wicked, iv. 14, 15; x. 5; his 
obedience to bis father, xxiii. 22; hi! 
habitation blessed, iii. 33; his resist .. 
ance of temptation, i. 10; God's no .. 
tice of him in prison, xv. 3; intent 
on doing his duty, xiv. 8 i the benefit 
to him of affliction, iii. 12; his sym .. 
pathy and its reward, :x:i. 17 i his dili .. 
gence, xii. 24, and it.a reward, xxvii. 
18; his humility and wisdom, ii. 2; 
xii. 8; xxvii. 21; his wisdom, whence 
obtained, ii. 6 ; how guided, xi. 3 ; 
his reward, xi. 18; xv. 33; xxii. 11; 
xxviii. 20 i his seasonable advice to 
Pharaoh, xv. 23; his prudence, :xxix. 
11; the means of preserving Egypt 
from famine, xx viii. 2 ; procured fa­
vour from God and man, xi. 27; xiii. 
15; his spirit of forgiveness, x. 12; 
xix. 11; his noble regard to truth, 
xiii. 5; his conduct as a brother, xvii. 
17; his consistency, xxviii. 14; hie 
hope in death, xiv. 32; xvi. 31 i the 
providence of God illustrated by his 
history, XX. 24 j XXV. 2. 

Joseph'a brethren, their deceit, xxvi. 23; 
their cruelty a trouble to themselves, 
xi. J 7; an instance of God's overruling 
provideuce, xvi. 9 ; of the folly of at­
tempting to defeat God'11 purpo&ee, 
xix. 21; and ofthe force of conscience, 
xx. 27; xxviii. 1 ; contrasted with 
Paul and Sila!I, xxix. 6 . 

.Joseph (the husband of Mary), his fear of 
Archelaus, xxviii. 28. 

Joseph of Arimathea, prophecy respecting 
him, xv. 11; his fear of man, xxix. 
25; but overcame it, xxi. 29. 

Joshua, how preserved from being stoned, 
xii. 13; hie ready obedience in passing 
through Jordan, x. 8; an example of 
early rising, xv. 19; his conquest of 
Canaan, xv. 19; his earnest endea­
vour to promote the spiritual gooc.l of 
the Israelites, xi. 27; the wonderful 
issue of his pra)•er, xv. 29; his faith 
and obedience the source of hi■ 
strength, xxi. 22; pondered the potb of 
his feet,IY. 26; hisdylngaddress,xv.2. 



PROVERBS BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 225 

Josiah, bis early pie Ly, viii. 17; bis deep 
sense of the evil ot ain; xiv. 9; his 
incautious o.ttack of Pharaoh-Necho, 
xiv. 12; x.1:v. 8; died in peace, xii. 
21 ; contrasted with Jeboiakim, xiii. 
13; xxxi. 8; happy state of Judah 
durinlJ his reign, 1.1:ix. 18. 

Jotbam, his trust in God, xvi. 20; strong 
because wise, xxiv. 5. 

Joy, one man cannot fully enter into that 
of another, xlv. 10 i arising from 11 
pious child, xxiii. 24. 

Judah (the son of Jacob), his cruelty to 
bis brother Joseph, xii. 10 i his tender 
intercession for his brother Benjamin, 
xxxi. 8. 

Judah, the nobles of, their treachery, xi. 
13 i their oppression, xvii. 5; x.xi. 7; 
their praise of the wick.ed, xxvili. 4; 
their punishment, xxix. 8. 

Judah, the prophet of, his boldness, xx,·iii. 
1 ; his forgiving spirit, xix. 11; en­
ticed to sin, i. 10; xiv. 15; his rash­
ness, xix. 2 ; his neglect of exact 
obedience, vii. 2 ; bis punishment, 
xi. 31. 

Judah, the tribe of, their perverseness, 
xii. 8; God's rejection of their sacri­
fices, x:xi. 3 ; the intention of their 
captivity, iii. 12. 

Judah, women of, a warning against 
thoughtlessness and love of pleasure, 
:nl.17, 

Judah and Israel, their deceitful dealing, 
xx. 23. 

Judas (the apostle), sold the truth, xxiii. 
23; his deep deceit, x.xvl. 23; its 
folly, xxix. 6 i his apostacy, xiv. 14; 
his great hardness of heart before the 
commission of his sin, xi:i. 29 ; con­
trasted with his remorse of conscience 
afterwards, xx. 27; filled ,vith his own 
ways, xiv. 14; a preacher to others, 
himself a cast-away, xxi. 16. 

Judas (surnamed Barsnbas), the wisdom 
of sending him with Paul and Barna­
bas, xvi. 20 ; the beneficial effect of 
his ministry, x. 21. 

Judas of Galilee, followers of, xii. l I. 
Judaizing teach~rs, a source of strife, Ivi. 

28 j XI. 3. 
Judgmerit, evil men understand it not, 

xxviii . .5. 
Just, their path, iv. 18, 19; their security, 

xii. 13. 21 ; those who condemn them 
are an alJomination to the Lord, xvii. 
16 ; their memory cherished, x. 7 i 
their descendant3 blessed, iii. 33 ; 
xiii. 22. 

Justice, retributive, of God, v. 22 i xl. 31. 
Justus, his friendship for Paul, xvi.ii. 24. 
Juvenal, quoted, xvi. 31, 

case of Josiah, i:i. 10; honoUJ' due to 
him, XIlv. 21. 

Kings, their hearts under God's control, 
ixl. 1 ; their favour, how obtained, 
xxii. 11. 29; xxv. 15; our duty to 
them, x1iv. 21; how their throne 
&hall be established, ::r.x. 26; xxv. 
4, 5. 

Kings, those who combined against 
Joshua, ::r.l. 21. 

Kisses, of an enemy, :xxvii. 6. 
Knife, to be put to the throat, xxlii. 2. 
Knowledge, the beginning or principal 

part of it, i. 7 j how to attain it, i. 5 ; 
xix. 25; easy to those who do not 
think themselves too wise to learn, l. 
5 i xiv. 6; e,;il of being without it, i:ix. 
2; to be diligenrly sought, xv. 14; to 
be laid up, x. 14; used prudently, 
xiii. 16; IV. 2; he that bath it sparet.h 
his words, x,·ii. 27; under what cir­
cumstances to be concealed, xii. 23; 
how preserved in the world, xxti. 12 ; 
proofs of possessing it, xvii. 27. 

Knowledge of God, how to be sought, 
viii. 17; its value, xx. 15. 

Korab, his resist.ance to lawful authority, 
x. 8; his counsels deceit, :xii. 5; the 
effect of bis rebellion on othen, xv. 
4; xxiv. 21, and on himself, xii. 13; 
xiv. 32, Se, Dathan. 

LADA.N, his testimony to Jacob, xii. 26; 
his covetousness, xxviii. 20. 

Labour not to be rich, xx.iii. 4. 
Laodicea, the church of, its spiritual des­

titution, :xiii. 7 i its self-deceit, iiv. 
12; vain-glory, xx. G; xxvi. 12; our 
Lord's notice or it, v. 21. 

Laughter, not a proof of happiness, xiv. 
13. 

Law of God, necessity and benefit of its 
strict observance, vii. 2; xxix. 18; 
consequences of turning away from 
it, xxviii. 9 i happiness of those who 
keep It, :u:ix. 18. 

Law-suit, caution against entering into 
it, xxv. 8. 

Lazarus, attempt of the chier pries,,ts to 
put him to death, xxi. 8 i xxvii. 4. 

Learning, how to increase it, i. 5; what is 
the end of it, i. 7. 

Leighton (Abp.), quoted, iii. 5, 6; ix. 6; 
x. 19. 28; xii. 5. 18. 21; xv. 29. 33; 
xvi. 20; xx. 3. 9; xxi. 2; .xxiv. 21-l; 
xxv. 18 i xxviii. l; xxx. 6. 

Liar, listens to liars, xvii. 4; o poor man 
belter lhan one, xix. 22. See Lying. 

Liberality, a benefit to the gi 1;er, xi. 25. 
See Charity. 

Licentious, their way bard, xiii. 15. 
Life, its uncertainty, xivil. I. 
Life eternal, the way to it, xil. 28; xvi .. 

KENITEA, their kimlnesij to the: Israelites 22. 
a benefit to themselves. xi. 17. Lion, righteous compared to, xxviii. I. 

Kindness enforced, xi. 17; evil of incon- Lip of truth, its stability, xii. 19. 
sidcrate, in becomiog surety, xiv. 15. Lips of knowledge, xx. 15; of the rightc-

King, the value or lhc life of a righteous om:, x. 21. 
one to a nallon, Illustrated l>y !he Lips of the wiso a blessing to others, xvi. 

x:5 
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23; of the wicked, deceitful, xxvi. 
24, 25 ; a snare to tbenu1eh·es1 xii.. 13 i 
x:viii. 7; wisdom of refraining the 
lil>S, X, 19. 

Lor.ke, quoted, xxiU. 23 i xxx. 5, G. 
Lois, l1er fa.i«h connnended, xxxi. 30. 
Longsuflering of God, the d:uiger of 

trining with it, i. 28. :30, 31. 
Lord, the, is far from the wicked, :.::v. 29; 

fretting against, xix. 3; no wildom 
against, x.x-i. 30 i hell·and destruction 
before him, xv. 11 ; :rejoicing.-over an 
enemy displeasing to him,.xx.iv. 17-, 
IS. 

Lot, his-going to Sodom, iv.14i xv. 27i 
his danger from liv:n11 at Sodom, xiii. 
20; was too anxious to be rich, xxiii. 
4 ; :x:x,·iii. 20. 22 i his extreme po­
verty at last ; xxviii. 22. 

Lot's sons-in-Jaw, xii. 15, and their wives, 
xiii. 20. 

Lot's "Wife, al\'ful issue of her. apostacy, 
xiv. 1-f; an example of the danger of 
the neglect of obedience, vii. 2. 

Lot, its disposal by God, xvi. 33. 
Love, proof of it, x.12; xvii. 17i x:xvii. 

S, 6; defective when• secret, that is, 
when it shrinks fmm giving- season­
able rebuke, xxvii. 5. 

Lo't"e of God shown in his corrections, iii. 
12. 

Lo,e to God, the way to know Him, viii. 
17. 

Lowly, their wisdom, xi. 2. 
Loyalty enforced,. xxiv. 21 i of the·beart 

to Him, God leaves to each a, test of 
it,xvii.3. 

Luxur)', leads to poverty, xxi. 17. 
Lycaonians, their strange: treatment of~ 

Paul, x.xi. 8. 
Lying, its folly, x. 18; xii. 19; its danger, 

xxi. 28; Jeads to hat.red, xxvi. 28; 
bated by the righteou9, xiii- 5 ; an 
abomination to God, xii. 22,, and 
brin~s God's curse .upon a country, 
xi. 11. 

Lysias, his protection of.Paul, xxvii. 10. 

M.1cEDO}:'JAN church, their. jo:y:1• iti• 17; 
their liberality, :xix. 22. 

Magi&trales, to be a terror- to· evil-doers, 
xx. 26. 

Maker, who reproachea Him, xvii. 5. 
Mau, his way directed by God, x.vl. 1 i 

xx. 2; his tendency to self-righteous­
ness, :xvi. 2; xxi 2·; his inconsistency, 
xxx. 12; his way froward and strange, 
xxi. e. See Heart. 

Jlfan, the thoughtless young man. allu:ded 
to by Solomon, xxii. 3. 

Man, d..iiigent in business, xxw.20. 
Mana,seh (grandson of Eliashib the high 

priest), his ungodly marriBI!'•, iv.14. 
Manasseh (son of Hezekiah, and king of 

Judah), his repentance, xxvtii. 13; 
God's notice of him, xv. 3; an illus­
tration of the benefit of affliction, iii. 
13 i xx. ::10; xxvii. 22~ 

Manly splrit,.iu value in trouble, xvlil. 14. 

Manooh, wife.of, her l'allh e\1etainin11 that 
of her· huabend, xv. 23. 

Mark·, leaving Paul and Bnrnabas, xx di. 
8. 

Marriages, instnnoea of nn'fodly; iv. 14. 
Martha contrasted \Vlth he1 sister, xii. 8; 

her hasty spirit, xiv. 29. 
Martyrs alluded to in·Epistle to Hebrews, 

XYiii, J4. 
Mary, the,mother of our Lord, the honour 

put upon her, x:x.xi. 30; her humility, 
xxix. 23; her reflection, x. 14; her 
meekness under reproof, x:xv. 12 i by 
W11om • suppt)rted . aner our Lord's 
death·, xvii. 17. 

Mary Magdalene, her interview with our 
Lord after his- resurrection, xii. 25; 
xxvil. 18. 

Masters of families, Joshua. a· pattern to, 
xxviii. 1. 

Masters of the possessed damsel at Phi­
lippi,- their deceit, xii. 5; :xxv. 18. 

Matthew, his humility, x:,:v. 27; no loser 
by his choice of poverty, xiii. 7. 

Maul, who is compared to one, xxv. 18. 
Meddling, the folly of, xx. 3. 
Meditation, an aid to wisdottt, xviii. I. 
Meekness enforced, x.vi. 32; xx. 22. 
Melita,, the barbarous people at, xi. 17. 
Menabem (king of Israell, a murderer, 

and his sons murdered, xxviii. 17. 
M·e'phibosheth, his preaenaLion as· the 

son of David's friend, :xi. 21 ; :x.xvii, 
10:; bis servant's s1a.nder of him, xvi. 
28. 

Mercy, by.---whom obtained, xxi. 21 ; xxviii. 
13 i to others, is doing good to our­
selves,- xtj 17. 25. 

Mesllllllam,. an instance· of, the evil effect 
of.ungodly connexions, iv .. 14. 

Messenger, value of a faithful one, xxv. 
13 i evil of a foolish or wicked one, 
xxvi. 6. 

Micah, the Ephraimitei his misinterpTeta• 
tion of God's providence, xix. 2; his 
ignorance of himself, xxi. 2; his vain 
confidence In the Lev.lte, xxv. 19. 

Micah the J>rophel; hia grief at the cala­
mities he· foretold·, xvli. 5. 

Mlthael the· archan«el, his mild rebuke 
of Satan, xxvi. 4 i xx.iv. 21. 

:Micaial11 his· firmness, i. 10; his-regnrd to 
truth, xiii. 5 ; his re1Jroof of Ahab, 
xxvill. 4. 

MichaJ.(Davltl's wife), her wont of ,ym­
pathy In his joy, xiv. 10. 

Milton, quoted, x. 18, 
Ministers of religion, the cvr1 of a people 

without them, xxix. 18. 
M"iriam, her slander of her brother, xx. 

3. 
Miracles, their liltle effect in chnnglng the 

heart an illustration of hs depravity, 
xxi. 8. 

Mirth, when unsuitable, xxv. 20; the end 
of that of the ungodly, xiv. 13, 

l\fischfof, on whom it shall come, xl. 27; 
xvii. 20; x:xiv. 15, 16; :xxvili. H. 

Mi,or, hie cruelty to himself, xl. 17. 
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Mlselone, the duly of sending them to the 
heathen, xxiv. 11 i 1xix, 18. 

Mlt1tresa of a family, her duty, iv. 26. 
Moab, illustrating the danger of prospe­

rity, i. 32, and of pride, xl. 2; xiv. 
34. 

Mocking at sin, xiv. 9. 
Mocker, wine is, x:x. I. 
Moderation enforced in our desire after 

riches, xxiii. 4-; xsx. 8 i in eating, 
xxiii. 2; in drinking, xx. 1. 

Modesty in speaking, using few words, 
x. 19; David an example of, xxvil. 
21; enforced on the young, xv. 2. 

:Mordecai, his faith, xvi. 3; bis deliver­
ance, xi. 8; his popularity, xi. 27. 

:Mortar, braying a fool in1 xxvil. 22. 
Moses, the c~ild of pious parents, i. 8, 9; 

bis preservation an illustration of 
God's providence,xxv .2; his beavenly­
mindedness, xv. 24: his prayer for his 
enemies, xx. 22; his faith, iii. 25, 26; 
ix. 6; Pharaoh,s testimony to his 
character, xii. 26; his calmness in 
danger, iii. 25, 26; his prudence, 
xxlx. 11 ; his wisdom, whence de­
rived, ii. 6 i his readiness to be ad­
vised, xii. 15; his meekness, xiv. 29; 
xvi. 32; xvii. 27 ; :xix. 11 i his free­
dom from-envy, xiv. 30; his punish­
ment, xi. 31; his resignation, iii. 11; 
his faithful record of his sin, xx. 6 i 
his instruction of the Israelibes, .1:v. 
3S; his love for the Israelites, xvii. 
17 i the prevalence of hls intercession, 
xx. 22; an eminent example of holy 
conduct, xii. 22 ; JUr:i. 8; bis ruemor, 
blessed, x. 7. 

Mosaic Law, its caution against deceilful 
dealing, xx. 23; its tender pro\'ision 
for the poor, xvii. 5; forbids the in­
dulgence or enmities, x:s::. 22; observ­
ance permitted.to the converted Jews, 
xiii. 16. 

Mother, not to be despised when old, 
:xxiii. 22. • 

Mothers-Rebekah, .J:Xviii.10; Jochebed, 
i. 8; Hannah, i. 81 9 i Athaliab, xiii. 
20 ; Eunice, i. 8, 9 ; x:xxi. 30. 

Motives, God's tegard to lhemi xv. 3; 
xix. 22; xii. 27; evil o! inattention 
to them, iv. 23. 

:Mouth, a Jlattering, xxvi. 28; of fools, 
feed on folly, xv. 14 i pour out foolish­
ness, xv. 2; a parable in, to what 
compnred, xx,·i. 7-9; is near de­
struction, x. 14; is destruction, xviii. 
7; of the wicked, xi. 11 ; of the wise 
taught by his henrt, xvi. 23. 

Multitude of cflunsellors, xi. 14. 
Multitude of rubies, xx. 15. 
Multitude of words, x. 19. 
l\lurder, to bo punished with death, 

xx.~·1ii. 17. 
Murmuring against; God, instances of, 

xix. 3; xv iii. 21. 
Mystery, a paJI of the glory of the divine 

character, xxv. 2. 

NAAMAM, bis hastiness of temper, xiv.17; 
hie wisdom in not continuing to trust 
his own heart, xxviii. 26; his his­
tory a remarkable illustration of God's 
over•ruling providence and grace, 
xvi. 9. 

Naaman's servants, their seasonable ad~ 
vice, xv. 4. 23. See Israel, the little 
maid of. 

Nabal, his churlishness, iii. 27; his ton,-, 
x. 14; his drunkenness, xiv. 13; 
xx. J; despised by his servants, xii. 
8. 

Naboth, his murder, xxv. 2G; and the fate 
othis murderer, xxviii. 17. 

Nadab (king of Israel), shortness of his 
reign, :xxviil. 2. 

Nadab and Ablhu, their death, xx. 1; its 
effect upon their father, x. 19 i xvii. 
27, and brothers, xii. 25. 

Name, a good, its value, xxii. I. 
Name of the Lord, a strong tower, xviii. 

10. 
Name of the wicked shall rot, x. 7. 
Naomi, her wisdom towards Ruth, iv. 26. 
Nathan, bis prudence, xii. 2J. 
Nathanael, our Lord's notice of him, v. 

21; xv. 3; his connexion with Phitip, 
:xiii. 20; bi.s sincerity, x.ii. 5. 22; his 
teachableneas, xii. 15, and the bless• 
ing attending it, iv. 18; xiv. 6 i 
xxvii. g., 

Nations, on what their prosperity depends, 
xiv. 34; x:xviii. 2. 

Nazareth, the people of, their treatment 
of our Lord, xiL 16; :J:\'ii. 16; xxvi. 
7; xxvii. 7. 

Nebuchadnezzar, his rage, xii. 16; :xxv. 
28; his pride, xi. 2; xvi. 18i x:xv.27} 
God's notice of him, xv. 3, and control 
over him,.- xx.i. 1 i his inconsistency 
because not acting from right motives, 
:xxi. 8 ; his disregard of reproof, xv. 
82; the unprofitableness of his-oppres­
sion. xxviii. 22; his suddt:n insanity, 
x.xvii. J; his splendour no avail in the 
day of God's retribution, x. 2. 

Neck, consequenre of hardt:niog it, xxix. 
I. 

Nehemiah, h[9 grief for the state of his 
country, xii. 25; his spirit of prayer, 
iii. 5, 6; the kindness of Artn~erxes 
to him, xii. 25; x::x ii. 11; the treachery 
of Sanballot, xxvi. 24, 25; his pru­
dence, xii. 23; his faithful reproof, 
xxvii. 6; XX\'iii. 4; his punishment 
of Joiada, xx. 26; his firmness of 
mind under ditlinihie:s, xxvii. 8: 
xxviii. 1 ; the Lilessing lit! wa.s to Je-
rusalem, ii. IU. 

NeighUour, xii. 26 i xxv. 18, 19; xxvii. 
10; xx.ix. 5. 

Nelson, lt., quoted, xviii. 1. 
Nero's household, tho~e of it who em• 

Uraced Ch1i:;tia11ity, ix. 6. 
Nest, a bird wandering fnlm, lo what 

compared, xxvii. 8. 
Net sprt!ad l>y the tliitt~rer, :x.xix. 5. 
Nicotlemus, his earnest des:re for inslruc-

K 6 
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tion, xv. 14 i his fear of man, xxlx. 
2S, and enabled to overcome it, u 
appean from his defence of our Lord, 
xxxi. 8, and his respect for him c,·en 
when his apostles had forsaken hlm, 
x:d. 29. 

Nincl"eh, its pride, xl. 2; its drunkenness, 
xx. I ; i~ licentious dissipation, xxi. 
1 i; prophecy of its destruction, xii. 
19. 

Nin~~~h, king of, his rcpentanee, xxviii. 

Noadiah, her opposition to Nehemiah, 
xxii. 12. 

Noah, his prudence, xxii. 3 i l1is obedience 
and its reward, vii. 2; i. 33; though 
the earth was filled with violence he 
h:gd no cause for alarm, xxix. 16 i 
God's co,·cnant with him, x. 25 i 
heir of the righteousness ·which is by 
faith, x. 2 ; record of his drunken­
ness, xx:. I. 

Nobleman belonging to Herod's court­
his obedience under reproof, x. 8. 

OBADIAH, his early piety, viii. 17i Ahab's 
regard for him, xxii. II; his preser­
vation of the Lord's prophets, xxiv. 
11, 12; :nix. 10. 

Obed-edom, God's blessing oo his house, 
iii. 33. 

Obedience to God, instances or, x. 8; the 
blessing attending it, i. 33; should be 
exact, vii. 2; to parents, i. 8, 9; xxiii. 
22; to masters, xx,·ii. 18. 

Ob~erration, Hooker's remark on the bc­
porlance of cultivating the habit of, 
xilt. 2. 

Obstinacy, illustrations of, xi. 3. 
Ogden quoted, xv. 29. 
Oil, remark on loving it, xxi. 17. 
Ointment, to what compared, xxvil. 9. 
Old age, few conversions in, viii. 17. See 

Aged. 
Omnipresence of God, xv. 3. 
Ouesimus,an instance of God's providence, 

xvi. 9; Paul's love, xvii. 17, and in­
tercession for him, x. 12. 

Onesiphorus, his friendship for Paul, xviii. 
2¼. 

Opportunity, the importance of improving 
it, x. 5. 

Oppression, the weallh obtained by it or 
no real value, xvi. 8; destroys the 
oppressor, xxi. 7; our duty to those 
under it1 xxiv. 11, 12; xxxi. 8. 

Oppressors often esteemed heroes by the 
world, ill. 31, 32. 

Ordinances of God, blessing that attends 
those who love and observe them, iii. 
17; iv. 18 i xi. 27 i abuse of them, xv. 
8; evil of neglecting them, xxl. 1_6. 

Ostcnlatioo of Jehu, xx. 6. See Boasting. 

PAR ADLE, mtsapplied1 to what compar~~• 
xxvi. 7. 9; of the merchantman, 111. 
13; of the good Samaritan, iii. 27; 
xxvii. 10; of the prodigal son, xxvUI. 
13 (,ee Prodigal Son); of the marriage 

of the king's son, xv. 3; of the rich 
man and Lazarus, x. 2 ; xxl. IS. 17; 
x:n·lll. 6; of the foolish virgins, s. 
28; xv. 29 i of the rich fool, i:i. 7; 
xviii. 11 i xxiit. 4; xxvii. J ; of the 
prisoner, xii. 23: of the Pharisee and 
the publican, xiii. 7; xvi. 2; of the 
talents, xv. 19 i :xviit. 7; xxvti. 18; 
of the ten pounds, xx. 26; of the un­
merciful servant, xxl. 13; xxvii. 3; 
of the pearl of great price, xxiii. 23 i 
of the hid treasure, xxiii. 23. 

Paralytic, the friends of, xviii. 24. 
Pare111s, correction of children a proof of 

love to them, xiii. 24; comfort to them 
of good children, xxiii. 24; the grief 
to them of undutiful children, x. I; 
Job a pattern to, xxiv. 9; the bless­
ingi,romised to the children of the 
righteous, xi. 21; honour to be repaid 
to children, i. 8, 9; duty to, see 
Children. 

Pascal quoted, xvi. 2; xxi. 8. 
Pashur, a terror-to himself, xviii. If; bis 

awful death, xxi. 28. 
Passionate man, his way bard, xiii. 15. 
Passions, unbridled, their danger, vll. 26; 

xxv. 28. 
Palienc:e, the duty of, under God's afflict­

ing hand, iii. 11 ; and under injuries 
recei\'ed from man, xx. 22. See Meek­
ness. 

Path of the just, iv. 18. 
Patriotil::lm in Nehemiah, xii. 25; Eslber, 

xxxi. 8; false in Korah, xii. 5, and 
Absalom, xxvi. 23. 

Paul, (I) before t,is conrersion-his self­
righteousnees, xvi. 2; his ignorance1 
xix. 2; his furious spirit of persecu .. 
tion, xxv. 28; an oppressor of men's 
consciences, iii. 31, 32; l2) traits of 
his character after his con version, his 
submission to reproof, xv. 32 ; his 
dependence on God, xxvii. l; hts re­
fusal to receive pecuniary aid from 
lbe Corinthians, xxu:·1 ; his Jove for 
tbe truth, xxiii. 23; his anxiety to 
be approved of God, xii. 5 ; and for 
the salvation of others, xxiv. ll, 12; 
his prudence, xii. 23; xiii. 16; xxlii. 
9; his wisdom, xvi. 23 i xxi. 22; bis 
humility, xx. 9; xxv. 27; his bold­
ness, xxviii. 1 ; his tenderness, x:1:vii, 
5; his circumspection, iv. 23. 26; 
xxf. 29 ; xxviii. 14 i bis sanctified 
affliction, iii. 12; the sources of his 
joy, xiv. 14 i xviii. H ; xxlii. 21 ; 
xxv. 25; his feet preservc1l by God, 
ii. 8 ; his feelings on the prospect of 
death, iii. 35; xti. 28; xiv. 32; his 
sure reward, xi. 18; (3) incidents of 
his life-object of the Jews' bitter per­
secution, xxvii. 4 ; his thorn in the 
flesh, iii. 12; xii. 21; his reproof of 
Peter, ix. 8; xxvii. 5; influence of 
his preaching at Corinth, xxt. 22 i and 
of his instruction to Lydi11, xvi. 24; 
his advice to ~he Phillppian Jailor, 
xv. 23; ,:viii. 21; his direction re-
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apecting the incegtuous person, xiv. 
9; his mediation for Onesimus, x. 
12; refreshed by Titus, xxvii. 17; his 
direction to Timothy, xxx. 8; God's 
notlce of him, 1v. 3. -

Paul contrasted with Demetrius, xvi. 22, 
and with Felix, xxvlii. 6. 

Paul and Barnabas, the success of their 
ministry, x. 21; xvi. 22; their turning 
from the Jews, xxiii. 9; their rejec­
tion of flattery, xxvii. 2l; their sepa­
ration, xv. 1. 

Paul and Silas, xviii. 14; contrasted with 
Josepb's l>rethren, :x:xix. 6. 

Peace, how attained, iii. I 7. 25, 26 i how 
preserved, i:vii. 14. 

Peace-makers, Abraham, xvii. 1f; Abi­
gail, xii. 18; Paul, x. 12. 

Pekah, a murderer murdered, xxviii. 17. 
Penuel, the men of, their profane refusal 

to relieve Gideon's army, xviii. 7. 
Persecution may be kindled in the best of 

men, xiv. 17. 
Perseverance, xi. 18. See Backslider. 
Perverse in heart, the contempt, xii. 8, 

and destruction, xi. 3, which await 
them. 

Perverse tongue, xv. 4-: xvii. 20. 
Peter, o,ved to his brother his knowledge 

of Christ, xiii. 20 i xxvii. 9 i his deci­
sion, iv. 26; hi9 Jove for the truth, 
xxiii. 23 ; his reproof for reproving 
our Lord, x. 13i bis ignorance of him­
self, xvi. 2; xix. 2; folly of trusting 
his own heart, xxviii. 14. 26; his fear 
of man, xxix. 25; his repentance, xxi. 
29; his conduct under reproof, ix. 8; 
his successful vindication of himself, 
:J:ii. 13; his curiosity, xiv. 8; his tes­
timony to our Lord's resurrection, 
:x:xi. 28; his ministry at Jerusalem, 
x. 21; his freedom from covetous­
ness, xv. 27 ; contrasted with Simon 
Magus, xi:i. 8; his wisdom, x. 13; 
xvi. 23; his humility, xxvii. 2J ; his 
boldness, xxviii. I ; his teachable­
ness, x. 8; God's notice of him, xv. 
3 i his feelings in the prospect of 
death, xi. 18 i :xiv. 32. 

Pharaoh (in the time of Joseph), his wis­
dom, xii. 15; found wisdom in Jo­
seph, x. 13; blessed by Jacob, xvi. 31. 

Pharsoh (in the time of Moses), his folly, 
xii. 30; his testimony to the cha­
rocter of Moses, xii. 26 ; his false re-

&:~~~:• o~h:!~t~ ~~:ii.v~it \~i~ ~!~ 
struction, xl. 10; xxix. 1 i the effect 
of his destruction upon the Israelites, 
xix. 25. 

Pharaoh, the daughter or, an instance of 
God's providence, xvi. 9. 

Pharaoh, the servants of, their fcnr of 
God, xili. 13; their prudence, xxii. 3. 

Pharaoh-Hophra, his desertion of Zede• 
kiab, xxv. 19; his pride and destruc­
tion, xvi. 18. 

Pharisees, their rejection of John's bap­
tism, xv. 12; their self-conceit, :xiJ. 

15; xvi. 2; :xxvi. 12 j their 1cornfu) 
answer to Nicodemus, xiv. 6; their 
ignorance, xi x. 2 ; its cause, xxviii. 
5; the defect of their religious ser­
vices, :xxi. 3. 27; the impurity of theiz 
motives, iv. 23; their boasting, xx. 
6; their deceit, xii. 5; x:xvi. 23; 
their covetousness, xxi. 27; their pre­
tensions to great holiness, xx.x. 12; 
God's abhorrence or them, iii. 32. 

Philadelphia, the church of, v. 21. 
Philemon, the hospitality of, xviii. 24. 
Philip, the Evangelist, his ministry at 

Samaria, x. 21 ; and to the Ethiopian, 
xvi. 24. 

Philippians, their affection for Paul, xvii. 
17 ; their liberaJity rewarded, xi. 25. 

Philippian jallor, his attempt at self­
murder, xx,·. 28; how prevented, xv. 
23; xvi. 24; xviii. 21. 

Philistines, David's defeat of them, :X\'i. 3. 
Philosophers, heathen, their contempt for 

the truth blinded them to the percep­
tion of it, i. 7 ; the folly of their in­
struction, xvi. 22. 

Phineas, the wife of, her bitter sorrow, 
xiv. 10. 

Piety, early, its benefit, viii. 17. 
Pilate had no heart for wisdom, xvii. IG; 

his testimony to our Lord's innocence, 
xii. 26; his cruelty, xii. 10; his injus­
tice in condemning him, rxiv. 11, 12; 
love of popularity one motive for his 
doing so, :xxiii. 23; bis selr•deceit. 
xvi. 2 ; his conduct disgraced bis 
office, :xxvi. l. 

Pit, murderer fleeing to it, xxviii. 17; 
whoso dlgge!h shall fall therein, xxvi. 
27. 

Plagues of Egypt, Pharaoh'• conduct with 
regard to them an illustration of hu­
man depravity, xxi. 8. 

Pleasure, arising from religion, iii. 17 ; 
worldly, unsatisfactory, xiv.13; ruin­
ous, xxi. 17 ; Ahasuerus, a man of, 
xiii. 16. 

Pleasures of the table, caution against, 
xxiii. 2. 

Pliny quoted, xii. 26. 
Policy, worldly, its folly, xi. 18 i righte­

ousneH the only true, xiv. 34. 
Poor, God's regard to them, xvii. 5 i the 

righteous consider their cause, xxix. 
7; danger of disregarding them, :xvii. 
5; xxi. 13; under what circumstances 
poverty to be preferred to great wealth, 
:xv. 16 i x,·i. 8; xxviii. 6; how to be­
come poor, xxi. 17 ; the riches of 
lhose who, from a regard to Goll, 
make themselves so, xiii. 7; instauc.edl 
of their liberality, xix. 22. 

Positive, caution against being so, xx,·L 
12. 

Potsherd, covered with silver <lross, to 
what compared, xxvi. 23. 

Poverty, its advantage over plenty in dis~ 
posing men to be 1hankful for the 
smaller blt·ssings, xxvii. 7; comes on 
those hnsting to be rich, xxvhi. 22. 
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Praise, the difficulty of receiving it in a 
right spirit~ xxvii. 21; the rule for 
l)estow-ing. xii. 8. 

Praise of oneself\ to be avoided, xxvH. 2. 
Pr.a.yet", whose, God hears, xv. 9. !19 i the 

rest of our care, xvi. 3; compared to 
seed. xi, IS; when unA.v&iling, i. 23 ; 
:xxvili. ~l; instances of its success, iii. 
5, 6; power of intercessory, xi. 11 ; 
X!ll:ix.. Si xxxi. S. 

Preferment to be sought by pureness of 
heart, xxii. 11 ; by diligence, x:xii. 
29. 

Prejudice, advantage of freedom from 1 i. 
5 ; X\•i. 23 ; Nathanael contrasted 
'Wltl1 the Pharisees, xii. 5 ; instances 
of accommodation to it, xiii, 16. 

Preparation of the heart, from the Lord, 
xvi. I. 

Presumption, caution against, xxvili. H. 
Price, in the hand of a fool, xvii. 16. 
Pride, tJ1e evils attending it,-shame, xi. 

2; contention, ri.H. 10 i brings a man 
low, :s..xix. 23; goes before destruc­
tion, xvi. 18 i xviii. 12 .. 

Priests., chief, just before the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, 
their contempt of God's word, xiii. 13; 
their envy of our Lord, xxvii. 4; their 
treatment. of Judas, :xiv. 9; pure in 
their own eyes, xxx. 12; the folly of 
their attempt to defeat God'.s counsel, 
xix.. 21 ; their punishment, x.xix. 8. 

Princes, when many in a Janel, xxviii. 2. 
Privileges, religious, to be improved, :1.:. 5; 

danger of presUIDiag upon them, 
x:x.viii. 14; abuse of their abundance, 
xxvii. 7. 

Procrastination, iii. 27; x. 5. 
Prodigal son, ruin brought on him by his 

love of pleasure, x.xi. 17 ; neglected 
and despised, xii. 8; . pondeted his 
path, iv. 26; benefited by a.flliction1 

XL 30 ; became thankful for the 
smallest blessing, xxvii. 7. 

Profaneness brings a cily to ruin, x.i. 11. 
Promises of God, evil of distrusting themt 

x. 24; the IsraeJites'disregard of them, 
xv. 2; instances of the right use of 
them, xr. 2. 19. 

Propbecy, the fulfilment of, xii. 19; an 
illustration of God's k.nowJedge of 
men's tboughts afar off,.:1.v. 11. 

Prophet, the prudence of him who reproved 
Ahab, :xii. 23; who forbore to warn 
Amaziab, xxiil. 9. 

Prophets, their grief at the calamities they 
foretold, x vii.. 5; their memory bleat, 
X. 7. 

Prophets, false, bring ruin on a country, 
xxvi. 28; iD the Christian church, 
x.xv. 14. 

Prospe-r, he cannot, wJio cP'"'ers his Rin, 
xxviii. 13. 

Prosperity, worldly, its dang,n, i. 32; of 
the righteous, x.i. 18; of the wicked, 
no cause for envy, xxiv. 19. 

I'rovidence of God over chance, xvi 33; 
in every place, xv. 3; overruling all 

men's designs and actions, ii. 8: xf. 
27; X\·I. I. f. i xx. 24-; xxi. I ; xxv. 2. 

Prudence, humnn, right use of, Iii. 5. 0 i 
how shown, xii. 16. 23; xiii, JO; :xiv. 
15 i xxii. 3. 

Punishmenl, corresponding with the na­
ture of the sin, illu$.trated in the case 
of David, xi. 31 i Jacob, xxvi. 27. 

Pure, their work right, xxi. 8 i those. not 
lruly so, xxx. 12. 

Pureness of heart, xxii. JI. 

Qu .t.RII.EL, bow to act in it, xx. 3 ; great 
care to prevent it among families, 
xvii. 14; Eliab a quarrelsome brother, 
xii. 16. 

Quietness before God, its difficulty, iH.11. 

R-AnsR.t.K-EU:. a scorner, ix. 8 i his boast-­
ing, xv. 3; his fair but deceitful.pro-­
mises, xxvi. 24,- 25. 

Rachel, unhappy though beauLiful, x.xxi. 
30. 

Rabab, her faith a.nd preserl'ation, iii. 25, 
26; ix. 6 .. 

Ransom, the wicked are for the righteous, 
.x.1.i. JS. 

Rashnes~, its evil, xix. 2; caution against 
it, iv. 2G. 

Rebekah, an ilJnstrat.ion of God~s over­
ruling providence, .xx. 24; her beauty 
her husband's snare, xxxi. 30; her 
punishment for deceiving her hus• 
band, .x.1.ii. 8; xxv•ill .. 10. 

Rebuke, open, to what to be preferred, 
xxviL- 5. See Reproof. 

Rechab and Baanah, the. murderers of 
Isb1.Josheth, their treatment by David, 
xx. 26. 

Recha.bites,. their. filial obedience, x. 8 ; 
xx.iii. 22. 

Reflection enforced, iv. 26; xviii. 1. Sec 
Meditation. 

Refraining our 1ips, its wisdom, x. 19. 
Refuge which the Lord's children have, 

xiv. 2G. 
Rehoboam, his disregard of instruction, I. 

7 i forsook his father's friends, xxvii. 
10; his provoking language, xv. I ; 
b:this hasty,9pirit, exalting folly, xiv. 
29; his- impatience of opposition, xiii. 
10; his treasure profited him nothing, 
x. 2·; the evll,he brought on himself, 
x. 13; a warning against contention, 
xvii. 14-; an instance of his wisdom, 
xiii. 10; his advisers, xii. 23, 

Relative duties :-as heads of families, 
Abraham, i. 71 and Joshua, xxviii. 1; 
as a mother, Eunice, i. 8, 9; as o. son, 
David, xxiii. 22 i as a daugbter•in­
la·w, ltuth, xvii. 17 i as a brother, 
Joseph, x. 12; xlx. I I; as a child, 
our blessed Lord, xv. 2; as a young 
man towards elders, Elihu, x. 19 i asa 
friend, Jonathan, xvii. 17; as a ruler, 
Hezekiah, X\'i. 20, and Nehemiah, 
:xx. 26; as a servant, see Abraham's 
servant. 

Religion, it, pleasantness, iii. 17; a know-
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ledge of, how preserved in the vcorld, 
xxii. 12; danger of introducinf" cor­
ruptiono Into it, xiiv. 21 ; misguided 
zeal for, in the devout women at 
An1ioch, xiv. 12; of heathenism, its 
folly, xvt. 22. 

Repentance, an encouragement to it, 
xxviii. 13; false, :xxvi. I I. 

Reproof, one of the duties of friendship, 
xxvii. 5, G; how taken by a wise 
man, ix. 8; xxv. 12: benefit of hear­
ing it, xv. 32; consequences of de­
spising and hating· it, i. 30-, Sl; xv. 
10. 

Reputation, of the just and of the wicked 
contrasted, x. 7 ; the value of a good 
name, xxii. I ; the snare of an undue 
regard to reputation, xxix. 2S; lhe 
false principles by which !be world 
judge, ili. 31, 32; duty of a tender 
regard to that of our neighbour, xxiv. 
28. 

Resenlment of injuries to be av-oided, 
xxiv. 17. 

Resignalion, instance! of, iil. 11, 
Retirement, its benefits1 xviii'. I. 
Reubenites, t11eir trust in God, iii .. 5; 6; 

their conduct' when unjustly acc\lsed, 
xv. I ; the conduct of the other tribes 
to them, XXV.·8. 

Revenge forbidden, xx. 22. 
Re,•enues without right,.xvi..8. 
Reverence due to the aged,. xvi. 31 i to 

kings, xxiv. 2l. 
Reward to him that fearetb0 the command­

ment, xiii. 13; to him that soweth 
righteousne99, xi. I 8 i none to the 
evil man, ll.Xiv. 20; to those who re­
turn evil for good, "J:\'ii. 13. 

Rczin and Pekah, their attempt against 
Ahaz, why defeated, xxt. 30. 

Rich, should not \Je anxious to become so, 
xxiii. 4; xxviii. 22 i those reproved 
by James, xvii. 5 i who are truly so, 
xiii. 7. 

Rich young man; our Lord's trial of llis 
heart, xvH. 3 i his· ignorance of his 
state before God, xxt. 2; and conse­
quent neglect to o\Jtain wisdom, xvii. 
16, and truth, xxili. 23; his imminent 
danger, i. 32. 

Riches, tendency to depend upon them, 
xviii. 11 ; and the folly of the self­
conceit which they encourage, xxviii. 
11; their litlle worth-without piety, 
xv. 16; xvi. 8; xxvflt, 6; profit not 
in the day of wrnth, x. 2. 

Riches of the wicked, x. 2, 3; xltl. 22. 
Righteous, their thoughts right, xii. 5 ; 

their humnnit)', xii. 10; their strict 
regard to truth, xiii. 5 i their boldness, 
,cx viii. I i their discourse beneficial 
to others, x. 21 ; their prosperity a 
source of gladness to others, xl. 10 i 
a national blessing, xi. 11 ; xxvili. 2 i 
xxix. S; their character as comparecl 
with othen, xii. 2G; are punished if 
they sin, xi. 31; the evil arising from 
their foll, xxv. 26; God's care of 

them; x. 3; find fa.vot1T with God, 
xiv. 9 i he hean their praJer, xv. 29; 
reveals his will to themt iii. 32; grants 
their desire, x. 24; their safety in 
trouble, xviii. 1 o, and deliverance out 
of it, xi. 8; xxtv. 15, 1B; the wicked 
become their ransom, xxi, 18; their 
way made p1ain, xv. 19 i their hope 
in death, xiv. 32; their reward sure, 
xi. 18 i xiii. 21 i their foundation 
everlasting,.. x. 25; contrasted with 
sinners, xiii. 21 ; xxi:x. 6; their pos­
terity blessed, xi. 2J. 

Righteous children, a. joy to their parents, 
xxiii. 24. 

Righteousness with poYerty far lo be pre­
ferred to ,vealth without it, xvi. U; 
is the ornament 0£ old age, xvi. 31 j 

our encouragement to follow after it, 
xxi. 21 ; delivers from death, :r. 2; is 
the way to eternal life, xii 23; bless­
edness of those (truly wise) who tum 
others to it, iii. 35; true cause of a 
nation"s prosperity, xiv. 34. 

Robbery of the wicked,.their own destrue­
tion. XI·L 7. 

Rod, :xiii. 24; xxii. 8. 
Rubies, knowledge more precious than, 

xx. 15. 
Ruh1, who are. m:irked for it, i. 30, 31 ; 

xiii. 13; rv:i. 18i may not be feared 
till it Is fell, x. 28. 

Rule, the importance of, over our own 
spirit,·. x.:xv. 28. 

Ruler· of the synagogue, his iadignation 
at our Lord, uviii. 5. 

Rulers, chief, their fear of men, :xxix. 25. 
Rules fOT a child's conduct, i. 8. 9. 
Rut.h, her religious decision, iv. 26; her 

love fdr Naomi, xvii. 17; the advan­
tage to her of her acquo.intance with 
Naomi, xiii. 20; her abandonment of 
idolatry, ix. G; commilting her way 
to the Lord, her thoughts were estab­
lished, xvi. 3; a- pattern to daugh­
ters-is:1-law, xxiil. 22. 

S..1.nJU.TD:,· a hedge and a .fence, xxi. 16; 
tho blessing promised to those \vho 
observe it, iii. l7. 

Sabbath-breaking, its danger, vii. 2; 
brings ,uath upon o. nation, xiv. 3·L 

Saerifice-. what is more acceptable to the 
Lord than it, xxi. 3 i of the wicked, 
how regarded by God, xv. S: xxi. 27. 

Sndducees, consequemce of their igno­
rance of the Scriptnre1 xix. 2. 

Saints, their safoty, ii. 8. 
Samaria, dreadful famine in it in the reign 

of Jcboram, x. 3 i the death of the 
unbelieving lord, 1.iii. 13; the woman 
of, an instance of God's providence, 
xvi. 9 ; llcr conduct under reproof, 
xv. 32. 

Samaritan lener, his obedience blessed, 
"· 8. 

Samaritans, their improvement of oppor­
lunity, x. 5; their happiness from 
their conversion, iii. 17. 
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Samson, illu&trAtlng the danger of un­
godly ~!'nexlons and sinful plea­
sures, ,·u. 26 i xxl. Ii; hls folly, x. 
14; xii. 23; his w~a'kness, xxiv. 5 i 
like a city without walls, xxv. 28. 

Samuel, his early piety, viii. 17; in favour 
·with God and man, xiii. 15; his strict, 
regard to truth, xii. 22 ; xiii. 5 ; his 
prudence, xii. 23; the prevalence of 
his intercession, xv. 29; his integrity 
as a judge, xii. 22; xv. 27; his con• 
duct to his successor contrasted with 
Saul's to his successor, David, xiv. 30; 
his false estimate or the character of 
Eliab, xxxi. 30; his ,·enerable old 
&!?e, rvi. 31 ; his retirement from the 
court of Saul, xxviii. 28; never ceased 
to pray for those who rejected him, 
:n. 22; contrasted with Hophni and 
Phineas, xii. 28. 

Sanballat, his deceit, xii. 5; xxvi. 23, and 
Nehemiah's treatment of him, xx,·i. 
24-, 25 ; his vain attempts against 
N~hemiah, I. 18 i xxi. 30. 

Sarah, her beauty her husband's snare, 
x"Xxi. 30; her faith and obedience, 
xxxi. 30. 

Sardis, the church of, v. 21 i an illustra­
tion from it, that reputation is not a 
safe test by which to judge of our 
true character, xiv. 14. 

Saul, his lt'ay overruled by God, xvi. 9 ; 
wisdom of his silence, x. 19 i xii. 23 i 
an instance of the evil of neglect of 
exact obedience, vii. 2; his mistaken 
estimate of the importance of cere­
monial observances, xxi. 3; his sacri.­
fice displeasing to God, xv. 8; his 
covetousness and its punishment, ][V, 
27; his self-deceit, :xxi. 2; his per­
verseness exposed by Samuel, xvili. 
17; his false repentance, xxvlli. 13; 
bis envy, xiv. 30; xxvii. 4; indul­
gence in envy led to murder, xxvlii. 
17; bis treachery to David defeated, 
xxiv. 15, 16 i his reproach of his son, 
xii. 18; xv. J; contrasted with him­
self, xii. 16; xv. 33; like a city with­
out walls, xxv. 28; his teslimony to 
Da\'id's excellence, xii. 2G i an in­
stance of the force of conscience, xx. 
27; cousulllng the witch of Endor, 
iii. 5, 6; God's disregard of his prayer, 
xv. 29; his wounded spirit, xviii. 
14; a warning to apostates, xiv. 14 i 
the curse of God in his family, xvii. 
13. 

Saul of Tarsus, an instance of God's pro­
vidence, xvi. 9. See Paul. 

Scorner, hates reproof, xv. 12; conse­
quence6 of reproving him, ix. 7; the 
benefit of reproving him, xix. 25; 
when not lo be reproved, ix. 8 i his 
search for wisdom vain, xiv. 6; the 
danger in which he involves others, 
xxix. 6 i his character detested, xxiv, 
9; how to be treated, xxii. 10. 

Scribes, our Lord's notice oflhcir tltoughts, 
Xl.i\'. 9, 

Scribes and Pharisees, lhe evil of their 
,lgard to traditions, llV. 14. 

Script ores, fidelity of writers of, ""· 0; 
consequences or ignorance oC them, 
xlx. 2; evil of their mlsnppllcatlon, 
xxvl. 9; o.re Lhefountainsofthewater 
of life, vii. 2 ; use our Lord re.ade of 
them, I. 10 i their daily use recom­
mended, xvi. 22; no otller book to 
rest on at a dying hour, x:K.x. S. 

Secker (Abp.) quoted, xvi. 3. 
Security, how to be obtained, xx. 22; xxi. 

31; xxix_ 25; of the righteous, xviii. 
10; false security, xiv. 12 i xvi. 2; 
x:xii. 3. 

Sedition, caution against it, xii. 11 • IX.iv. 
21. 

Selden quoted, :xxx. 5, G. 
Self-conceit, cautions against it, iii. 7 : 

xxiii. 4 ; tendency of men to it, xvi. 
2 i xx. 6; xxx. J2; sbo,vn in dis­
regarding good advice, :xil. 15; its 
great danger, xxvi. 12. 

Self-deceit, xiv. 12 i xxi. 2; xxx. 12. 
Self-denial, its importance, xxiii. 2. 
Self-examination, iv. 26. 
Self-government, is lrue heroism, xvi. 32.; 

evil of the want of it, xxv. 28. 
Self-knowledge, its importance, :x.ix. 2. 
Self-restraiot, children to be taught, xiii. 

24. 
Self-will, the evil of it, i. 30, 31; xxviii. 

14; xii. 15. 
Seneca quoted, xviii. 24. 
Sennacherib, his expectation disappoint­

ed, x. 28; xxii. 8; ao instrument in 
God's hands, xvi. 4; xxi. l. 30; the 
punishment of his blasphemy, x. 25 ;~ 
xviii. 21 i contrasted with Hezekiah, 
xlil. 16. 

Sergius Paulus, his wisdom, i. 5 i his pru­
dence, xiv. 15; xvi. 22; the benefit 
he derived from the punishment of 
Elymas, xix. 25. 

Servant, the blessing attending Jacob and 
Joseph in that capacity, iii. 33 i ol 
Abraham. See Abraham. 

Servants, those that shall be honoured, 
:xxvii. 18; caulion against meddling 
with those of others, xx. 3. 

Servants of God, their sarety, iii. 25, 26. 
Servants of Christ, the joy which awaits 

them, xiii. 12. 
Seth, descendants of, their neglect to keep 

their heart diligently, iv. 23. 
Shadrach, Meshacll, and Abednego, their 

care lo avoid evil company, iv. H; 
their se1f-denial and its reward,xxviil. 
20; God's answer to their prayer, x~. 
29; their calnt self-possession and 
fortitude, ][Vi. 32; xxviii. 1 ; their 
safety in the furnace, i. 3J; xiv. 26. 

Shallum, a murderer murdered, xxvlii. 
17. 

Shalmanezer, an illustration of God's pro­
vidence, xxl. 1. 

Shame, attends sloth, x. 5; pride, xl. 2 ~ 
and strife, xxv. 8; will CQnle upon 
the wicked, xiii. 5; and be Ille final 



PROVERBS BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES, 233 

l89ue of all hie lofty expeclaliono, iii. 
35 ; when lost to it, as in the case of 
the Jews in the time of Jeremiah, an 
evidence or a very hardened atate, 
xxi. 29. 

Sheba, the issue of his rebellion against 
David, xvii. 19. 

Sheba, the queen of, her desire for know­
ledge, xv. H. 

Shebna, the good news with which he re­
turned to Hezekiah, xxv. 13 ; the 
shame to which his pride brought 
him, xvii. 19. 

Shechaniah, his encouragement of Ezra, 
xxvii. 9. 

Shechem, the men of, their choice of Ahi­
melech, xxvi. 8; their sin seen in 
their punishment, xiii. 21. 

Sbeep of Christ, their safety, I. 33. 
Shemaiah, his false prophecy, xxv. 14 i 

his death, xxi. 28. 
Shepherds to whom our Lord's birth was 

announced, contrasted with Herod, 
xv.16. 

Sbimei, his curse injured not David, xxvi. 
2; xx.ix. 5 ; his punishment, xx. 26; 
xxv. 4. 

Shunamite woman, the death of her son, 
xxvii. I ; Gehazi's conduct to her, 
xiv. 10; her self-command, xxv. 28. 

Sickness, instruction to be learnt from it, 
xxiv. 10. 

Silas, an illustration of the happiness or 
the righteous, xxix. 6 : the wisdom of 
sending him with Paul and Barnabas, 
xvi. 20. 

Silence, when desirable, ix. 8; ::z:. 19; 
xvli. 27 i xxiil. 9. 

Silence of our Lord on his trial, xxv. 28; 
the importance of speaking little with 
others. and much with ourselves and 
with God, x. 19. 

Siloam, the lower of, Its fall, xxvii, J. 
Simeon, his desire granted, x. 24 i xv. 

6: his venerable old age, xvi. 31 ; con• 
trasted with Herod, x. 28; his path 
as the shining light, tv. 18. 

Simon Magus, found no good from his 
baptism, x"ii. 20; had no sincere love 
of truth, xiiil. 23. 

Simple believe every word, xiv. 15. 
Sia, none free from it, xx. 9 ; secret, no­

ticed by Goll, xxiv. 9; brings its own 
punishment, i. 31; v. 22; its misery, 
xiii. 15 ; fearful consequences when 
a righteous man falls Into it, xxv. 26; 
by indulgence men become hardened 
in it, xxi. 29; its remote consequenC"cs, 
xiii. 21; xvii. 13; folly of mocking nt 
it, xiv. 9 i brings di!l,grace and ruin on 
nalions as well as individuals, xiv. 
3-t; xxviii. 2 i importance of confess­
ing it, xxviii. 13. 

Sins of ignorance, xxiv. 11, 12 i xxix. 7. 
Sincerity, not always a _J>roof of our being 

in the path of duly'; xvi. 2. 
Sinners, evil pursues the'll, xiii. 21 ; for 

whom their wealth is laid up, xiii. 
22 ; the power of sin over them, v. 22 i 

xxvi. 11 ; cautions against their so­
ciety, i. 10. 

Sisera, his death, xi. 10; xxi. 31. 
Slander, Its folly, x. 18; cautions against 

it, xxlv. 28; in some respects as bad 
as murder, IJ[V, 18. 

Sloth, ils evil, x. 5; xii. 24; xv. 19. 
Smyrna, the church of, our Lord's notice 

of it, v. 21 i contrasted with that or 
Laodicea, :xiii. 7. 

Snare, the lips of a fool are to his soul, 
xviii. 7; transgTession is to an evil 
man, xxix. 6 i the fear of man brings 
it, xxix. 25. 

Snow in summer, to what compared, xxv. 
13. 

Sobermindedness in David, x:i:vH. 21. 
Sobriety in eating, xxiii. 2 i in drinking, 

xx. 1 ; evil of the want of it in our 
worldly desires, IV. 27; and in the 
government of our passions, xxv. 
28. 

Society, its influence on our own charac• 
ter, xiii. 20 i xxvii. 17; our duty with 
regard to that of the wicked, iv. H; 
ix. 6 i folly and danger of evil asso­
ciates, xii. 11 ; xiii. 20. 

Society of the wise, by whom avoided, xv. 
12. 

Sodom, its prosperity, its ruin, I. 32 i 
God's notice of it, v. 21; as a dog re­
turned to its vomit, x.xvi. 11 ; its 
rapid progress in sin, and God's ab­
horrence of it, iii. 32; Abraham's 
prayer for it, x:i:1.i. 8 i its destruction 
an illustration that numbers are no 
defence against Divine Justice, ixi:i:. 
16. 

Soldier, the devout, who waited on Cor­
nelius, xxvii. 18. 

Soldiers, ,vho cast lots for our Lord's ves• 
ture, xii. 19; xvi. 3J. 

Solomon, his respect for his mother, xxiii. 
22 ; his throne ~stablished by the re­
moval of the wicked, xx. 2G i 1:xv. 5; 
what constituted the glory of his 
reign, xx. 15; his humility, xxvili. 
26; his desire after wisdom, xv. H: 
his wisdom lhe gift of God, ii. 6: an 
instance of it, x. 13 i when it failed 
him, xxiv. 5 i entered into the path 
of the wicked, iv. 14; himself over­
come by those snares against which 
he warned others, vii. 26; evils at­
tendant on his fall, xxii. 8 i xxv. 26; 
an instance of the insufficiency of 
this world to make us happy, xiv. 13: 
long continuance of the corruptions 
In religion which he introduced, iv. 
u, 15. 

Sou, lsanc's, Joseph's, and Solomon's, &c. 
conduct in that relation, xxiii. 22. 

Sons of Ell, xi. 3. Sec Hophni and Phi-
n~as. 

Soul, healthy, \\'hat is food to it, .x. 8. 
South [Dr.) quoted, xii. 26. 
Sovereignty of God, xvi. 4. 
So\v iniquity, reap vanity, xxii. B. 
Spies, the ten, the evil to others they oc-
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casioned by their evil report, xxvi. 6; 
and to themselves., X\'iii. 21. 

Spies sent by the chiefpriest.s to entangle 
our Loni, xxix .. 3. 

Spirit, a haughty, the f'o~runner of ruin, 
xvi. IS i a wounded, x,iii. 14; the 
evil of i~ot having rule over lt, xxv. 
28. 

Spirit, Holy, to whom promised, i. 23; 
importance of cullivating bis influ­
ences from observing by what steps 
men are led to the greatest crimes, 
murder, &c.. xxviii. 17. 

Stephen, God's notice of hint, xv. 3; his 
boldness, ::a.viii. l ; whence he de­
rived his strength, xxiv. 5; and bis 
wisdom, iL 6 ; his prayer for his mur• 
de.rers remarkably answered, xii. 18 ; 
his hope in death; xiv. 32. • 

Sbephanas (the Corinthian), a faithful 
messenger, xxv. 13. 

Steps, the Lard directetb those of man, 
xvi. 9. 

Stone, what is heavier than, :x:xvii. 3, 
Strange, the way of man, x.xi. 8. 
Strangers, of Fontus, &c., addressed by 

Peter, the change WTougbt in them, 
xii. 26. 

Strength, a proof of its being small, xxiv. 
l 0 i of wisdom above natural force, 
:url. 22; :,:xiv. 5; how the upright 
attain it, x. 29. 

Strife, on avoiding it, xvii. 14; XXV. 8; 
by what stirred up, L 12; when in­
dulged in, a fruitful source of sin, 
xvii. 19; an honour to cease, from it, 
xx.. 3. See Contention· 

Stubbornness, instances of, in Saul, xi. 3; 
ia the Israelites, xili. 5. 

Sludy, God's grace to be sought in it, 
xxiii. 23. 

Subjects, on the duty of, xxiv. 21; xxv. 
15. 

Success in our undertakiogs, how to be 
secured, xvi. 3; how to obtain it, iii. 
5, 6; xvi. 3. 

SUccoth, the men of, their mouth their 
destruction, xviii. 7. 

Summer, the wisdom of ·gathering in, x. 
5. 

Suretyship, iv. 26; xiv. 15. 
Swallow flying, to what compared, xxvi. 2. 
Swearers, a curse to their country, xi. 11. 
Sword, the tongue compared to, xii. 18; 

xx.v. 18. 
Sympathy enforced, xi. 17. 
Syoagogue,n1Jer of,his indignation against 

our Lord, xxviii. 5. 
Syrians, their steps, how directed, xvi. 9. 
Syro-PhCI!nician woman, her improvement 

of opportunity, x. 5; xxvii. 7; con­
trasttd with the apostles, xxiv. JO; 
i11te.ction of her triaJ, xvii. 3. 

TA LE-nEAni::n1 no confidence to be placed 
in him, xi. J 3. 

Talkati\'ent-u, ite danger, x. 8; by whom 
avoid~d, xvii. 27. 

Taylor (Bp. J.) qnoted; v. 2~; xiii. 15. 
20; xvi, 3; xvlli. 13 i xxv. 2; xxvf. 
II; xxvll. 10. 

Teachers muat ·be tint heorere, i. 5. 
Tekoah, the woman of, her ·flattery of 

David, xxi:x. 5. 
Temper, on the command of, xii. 16; xiv. 

17. 29; xv; I; xix. II. 
Temperance, Daniel an. instance -of, iv. 

14; xxiii. 2. 
Temple, punishment of tlle-Jews, for·neg­

lecting to rebuild it, iii. 9, 10. 
Temptation, sources of, i. 10·; x.x.viii. 20; 

xxix. 25; how to· resist it, iv.- 23 ; 
their wisdom who endure it, iii. 35; 
hallite of self-denial break its force,· 
uiii. 2 i when most dangerous, i. 10; 
the e\'il of not being afraid of it, iv. 
14, 15. 

TertuUus, his accusation against Paul, 
xviii. Ii; overruled, xxii~ 12; may 
be compared to a murderer, xxv. 18. 

Thanksgiving .of Daniel-, ii: 6·; x.. 28~ 
TheophiJus of Alexandria quoted; xvi. 22. 
Theudas, the folly 0£ those- that followed 

him, xii .. 11. 
Thief, the dying, his improvement of op­

portunity, :x.,5; his repentance, :xxviii. 
13; his companion,· an awful instance 
of folly, xviL 16. 

Thorn, xxvi, 9. 
Thorns in t.he way of the froward, xxii. 

5; a hedge of, is the way oI the sloth;. 
fut, xv. 19. 

Thoughtlessnese, the· evil .of,. xix. 2 ; x.xi. 
17. 

Thoughte,. on the regulation •of, iv. 23'i' 
how to have them established, xvi. 3; 
foolish, how·, viewed·1 by God, xxiv. 9; 
right, a distinguishing mark of a.good 
man, xii~ 5. 

Thyatira, lhe church of; v·. 21. 
Tibni, xxviii. 2. 
Tig:lath-Pileser, xiii. 21 ~ 
Tillotson (Abp.) quoted, v. 22. 
Time, on the impro't'ement of, viii. 17; 

x. 5. 
Timothy, his mother's early inslruclion of, 

him, and his attention to it, i. 8, 9; 
x. 5 ; was a great comfort to Paul, 
xxv. 13, 

Tobiah the Ammonite praised by the 
nobles of Judah, xxviii. -i. 

To-morrow, not to boast of, xxvli. I. 
Tongue, aulJjcct to God's contronl, xvi. 1 ; 

its influence over others, xv. 4-. 23; 
xviii. 21; on the government of, xv. 
l; :xvii. 27; xxiii. 9; a lying, xii. 10; 
the power of a soft, xx v. 15 ; of the 
wise, x. 13. 19; xv. 2; xvi. 24; of 
the wicked, its bitterness, xii. 18; 
danger to themselves, xii. 13; xvii. 
20 i xv iii. 7. 

Toolh1 a broken, to what compared, xxv. 
19. 

Transgression, the wicked snared lly that 
of his lips, xii. 13; a snare in that of 
the wicked, xxix. 6 i when the wicked 
are multiplied it aboundeth, xxi:,:. JG; 
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he lovelh ft that Jovelh strife, xvll. 
19 ; a. glory to p88s over it, xt:x. 11. 

Ti'ansgreseion of the land, bow· vi11iled, 
xxviii. 2. 

Ttanegressions, three, from which we can 
no day be·free, xx. 9. 

Transgressors, their way bard, xiit 15. 
Treasures of wickedness profit not, x. 1. 
Tree of life, to what compared, xii!. 12; 

xv. 4. 
Ti'iale; intention of them, iii .. 12; xvii. 

3. 
Tribute, the slothful shall bo· under it, 

xii.24-. 
Trtfl.es, what may appear so, their im ... 

portance, xx: 24; 
Trophimus, the Jews'' remark respecting 

Paul's conduct towards him, xxv:. 18. 
Trust in ourselves, its· folly, x-xviii. 26 i 

in God; its wisdom, iii. 5:, 6; xvi. 3; 
xxix;25. 

Ti'uth, hear balli- sides to discover it, 
xviii. J 7 i tlie· honour God· puts on 
those·. who adhere to it, xii. 22 ; its 
consistency with itself, :rxi. 28:; its 
stability, xit. 19; our duty to it, xxiii. 
23; pru<lence necessary in the com­
munication or it, :xi. 13. 

Tyre,·an instance of the danger of pros­
perity, i. 32, and of bow htlle security 
wealth is, x. 2; consequences to "itself 
of rejoicing over the miseries of others, 
xviL 5; x~iv. 17; ruined by·sin, pro­
phecy respecting it, xii. l9. 

Tyre, prince of (1111oba1), hi• f'Ooll•h· trust 
in riches, xvili. 11. 

UNBELIEF i11ustrated in Jeroboam,. iii. 7. 
Understanding, the danger of leaning to 

it, iii. 5 i darkened by sin, iv. 19; 
1:xviii. 5; when enlightened, its value, 
xiii. 15; is a well-spring of life, xvi. 
22; its value above riches, xxviii. 
11; proofs of it, xiv. 29; xv. 14; 
xvii. 27 ; xL,. 25; proof of being voit.l 
of it, xii. 11. 

Upright, their circumspection, xxi. 2!); 
their safety, xi. 3; God's readiness to 
hear their prayer, xv. 8; a public 
blessing, xi. 11; shall llave good 
things in possession, xxviii. 10 i by 
whom hated, xxix. 10. 

Uprightness, the poor walking in it, 
xxviii. G. 

Urijah, contrastecl with Azariah, xxvii. 5. 
Urijnh (the prophet), his murderer de­

stroyed, xiii. 13; his memory blest, 
x. 7. 

Uzzah, God's notlce of his heart, v. 21; 
his death a warning against presump­
tion, xxviii. 14. 

Uzziah, his nttcntion to Zechnriah's ln­
slruction, xiii. 20; rebuked by Aza­
riah, xxvii. 5 : the shame attending 
his pride, xi. 2. 

VAIN glory, xvii. 19; xxv. 27, See Boast­
ing. 

Vanity, the cerlain fruit of sin, xxii. 8. 
Vashti, an·instance of the vanity of beauty, 

xxxt, 30. 
Vinegar upon nitre, :x.x v. 20. 
Violence, the man that doeth it, :xxviii. 

17. 
Vhilon, where none la, xxix. 18. 
Voltaire and Volney, an instance of infi­

dels confuting one another, xxii. 1%. 
Note. 

Vomiti a dog returning to, to what com­
pared, xx vi. 11. 

W AKD»RrN'G from God, its issue, xxi. 16; 
from stated duties and employment, 
evil of., xxvii. 8. 

W3.rnings, tendency in men to neglect 
them, xx vii. 22 ;- the danger of this, 
XJCix .. l. 

Watcl1fulness, the duty of, iv. 23. 
Water, xvii. 14; x-xvii. 19. 
Way of a fool, xii. 15: of life, xv. 24; of 

man, xx i. 8; of saints, ii. 8; or the 
slothful, xv. 19; of transgressors, 
xiii. 15 i of the wicked as darkness, 
iv. 19; seduceth them, xii 26; abo­
mination to-the Lord, xv. 9. 

Wealth not the way to heaven, i~ 32. 
Well-spring of life, xvi. 22. 
Whirlwind, death· of the wicked com­

pared to, x. 25~ 
Whisperer separates chief friends, X\"i, 

2s, 
Wicked·, their contrivances, how carried 

on, xii. 5; their· cruelty, xii. 10; sin 
without blushing, :xxi. 29; God's es­
timate of their religious services. xv. 
8. 29; xxi. 27; by whom praised, 
xxviii. 4: the disgrace which awaits 
them, xiii. 5; the certainty of their 
punishment, xi. 21. 31; ensnare them­
selves in the-ir attempt to ensnare 
others, xii. 13: xxiv. 15, 16; xxvi. 
27: their iniquity. becomes their pu­
nishment, v. 22 ; xi". 3 ; their con­
science makes cowards ofthem,xxviil. 
1 ; their fears are realised, x. 2-1-; 
their expectations of good are dis­
appointed, x. 2. 28; xxiv. 19, 20; 
charge God with the consequences o[ 
their own misconduct, xix. 3: their 
death, x. 25; xi. 7. 10; xiv. 32; the 
curse of God in their families, iii. 33; 

.contrasted with the righteous, x. 3; 
xi. 8; xii. 21. 

Widow, noticed by our Lord, iii. 9, 10. 
Wilberforce quoted, xxi. 8. 
\Vilson (Dp.) quoted, x. 3; xvi. 8; xxv. 

21 i xxviii. H. 2G. 
\Vine a mocker, xx. I. 
\Vistlom, proofs of it, i. 5; ix. 8; x. 8. 14-. 

19; xi. 2; xii, 15; xiv. 8; who at­
tain it, xi. 2; xiii. 10. 20; xiv. 6; 
xviii. I; folly of not using the means 
in our power lo attain it, xvii. 16; be­
nefit of it, iii. 13. 17. 35; xii. 8; xvi. 
20. 22; xx.i. 22; xx.iv. 5 i xxviii. 26; 
consequences of the want of It, x. 21; 
who seek without aUninlng it, xiv. 6; 
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the gift of God, ii. 6; the rear of the 
Lord instructs men in and leads lhem 
to it, X\'. 33, and is the foundation 
and principal part of it, i. 7 ; pro­
claimed by the Gospel, i. 20. 

Wisdom, v.·orldly, its folly, iii. i; folly of 
leaning to our own, xxiii. 4 ; xxviii. 
26. 

Wise men from tlle East, their love of 
truth, xxiii. 23. 

Wise. those in their own eyes, iii. 7. Scl 
Self-conceit. 

Vt'itness, a false, like a murderer, xxv. 18. 
Woman who anointed our Lord, iii. 91 

10; x. 7. 
\foman that was a sinner, her repentance, 

and our Lord's notice of it, :z.xviti. 13 i 
xii. 25. 

Women, young, cautioned, iv. 14, 15; 
xxvii. 8. 

Women who offered their looking-glasses 
for the senice .of the tabernacle, iii. 
9, 10; tattlil;g alluded lo by St. Paul, 
x. 19. 

Word of God, its purity, xxx. 5. 
World before the flood, consequence of 

their not turning at God's reproof, i. 
23; God's no1 ice of their wickedness, 
xv. 11 ; the false principles by which 
they judged of character, iii. 31, 32; 
the suddenness of their destruction, 
x. 25; x:xix. I. 

Worship, pul>lic, the honour God puts 
upon perse\'ering attendance on it, 
illustrated in the case of Anna, xi. 
18 i Hezekiab's zeal to restore it, iii. 
17. 

YEAR, sabbatical, consequences to the 
Jews of not obsening it, i. 30, 31. 

Young, silence enjoined on them, xv. 2 i 
David, xxvii. 2 I, and Elihu, xvi. 31 ; 
examples to them. 

Young man, alluded to by Solomon, iv. 

ZAccnEus, an illustration of God'a pro­
vidence, X\'i. 9 i no loser by his libe­
rality, xiii. 7; contrasted with the 
Pharisees, xxvl. 12. 

Zacharias (father of John the Baptist), 
God's answer to his prayer, xv. 29 i 
his punishment, xi. 31 ; his conduct 
under it, xxv. 12; his Joy in his son, 
>::xiii. 24-. 

Zacharias and Elisabeth, their path as the 
shining light, iv. 18 i their honourable 
old age, xvi. 31. 

Zarephath, widow of, her ready obedience, 
x. Si contrasted with Jezebel, xvi. 8. 

Zeal in God's service, xv. 14-; misguided 
in Peter, xix. 2: and in the devout 
woman at Antioch, xiv. 12. 

Zeba and Zalmunna, their sudden de­
struction, x. 25. 

Zechariah (son of Jehoiada), death of his 
murderer, xxv. 26; xxviii. 17. 

Zedekiah (son of Chellll"nah), one of 
Ahab's false propheto, his boasting, 
xxv. I 4-; the ruin his flattery brought 
upon Ahab, .xx vi. 281 and showing 
how momentary is the advantage of 
lying, xii. 19. 

Zedek.iah (son of Maaseiah), his lying 
tongue, xii. 19; his awful death, xxia 
28. 

Zedekiah (the last of the kings of Judah), 
his oppression, xxi. 13 i deserttd by 
Pharaoh-Hophra, xxv. 19: hardened 
in sin, xxi. 29; an apostate from a 
pious father's example, and over­
taken by ruin, xxi. 16. 

Zerubbabel and Jeshua, the opposers ot 
their counsels overthrown, xxii. 12. 

Ziba, his slander of his master, xvi. 28; 
xviii. 17 ; injured David more than 
Shimei did, xxix. 5. 

Zimri, his rebellion, xvii. 19; hie wounded 
spirit, xviii. 14; his sudden and vio­
lent death, x. 25. 

Zipbites, Saul's praise of their treachery, 
xxviii. 4. 
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