* THE
BOOK OF PROVERBS,

EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED

¥FRro

Holp Sevipture,

BY

BENJAMIN ELLIOTT NICHOLLS, M.A.

OF QUEENS' COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE,
CURATE OF 5T. JORN'S, WALTIIAMSTOW,

AUTIIOR OF " HELP TO TRE READING OF THE BIBLE.”

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto
according to thy word,—PsALM cxix, 9.

In expounding the Holy Scriptures we always need tbe presence of ibe
Spirit of God.—JENOME.

SECOND EDITION.

LONDON:
FRANCIS & JOHN RIVINGTON,

8T. PAUL'S CHURCH YARD, AND WATERLOO PLACE.

1846.



LONDON:
GILBERT AND RIVINGTON, PRINTERS,
ST. JOHN’S SQUARE,



PREFACE.

“The Book of Proverbs being 8o peculiarly adapted to the meanest capacities,
T would particularly recommend it to their frequent reading and diligent perusal.””
—ZLowlh's Directions for Reading the Holy Seriptures, p. 69.

THose to whom the writer would desire to offer by this
tract some little assistance, are the instructors of the young.
It consists chiefly of illustrations by Scripture examples of some
of those short but very comprehensive precepts, observations
upon human life, human nature, the dealings of God with man,
and of men with each other, which are contained in the Book ot
Proverbs ; the teacher being left to carry the principle further,
as he may see fit. Fearing to make the work too large, the Author
has not suggested any illustrations from profane history ; but the
subject might be profitably borne in mind, as opening a useful
and extensive field for instruction. Thus Bp. Patrick, in his
note on Prov. xvi. 1, on the need we have of double help from
God for the making a happy choice, one of judging right, and the
other afterwards of governing events, remarks, that unless our
judgment be ruled right, many errors happen ; adding, as we
have seen in Josiah, Zedekiah, Demosthenes, Pompey, Cicero,
who all erred in their resolves about war; and direful events
followed.

The remark of Archias, “serious things to morrow ” (see
Rollin, bk. xii. ch. 1), reminds us of Prov. xx. I'; xxvii. 1.

As an illustration of Prov.iii. 5,6 ; xv.19 (latter clause), Sir
Matthew Hale has left it on record, when nearly 80 years old,
as his experience, that whenever he had committed his way sin-
cercly and unreservedly unto the Lord, his path had always been
made plain before him.

The events of daily life around us may often suggest the illus-
tration of a Scripture Proverb; and cultivating the habit of
observing them in this view would have a beneficial influence on
our character, tending to make God’s word a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path (Ps. cxix. 105), and to prescrve us in his
fear all the day long. Prov. xxiii. 17.
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THE

BOOK OF PROVERBS,

EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED.

CHAPTER 1.

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE BOOK OF PROVERBS.

Contents.—§ i. Design of the Book of Proverbs. § ii. Arrangement
of its Contents.

§ i. Design of the Book of Proverbs.

Tuc leading design of this portion of God’s word, is as
stated at the beginning of it, to give to the young man
knowledge and discretion (ch. i. 4), which it especially
directs him to seek by attention to the pious instructions of
his parents (ch. i. 8; vi. 20. 23), and the precepts of
heavenly wisdom (ch. i. 20—23).

It is indeed a storehouse of practical wisdom. It is
a guide to his affections (ch. iv. 6, 23), to guard him against
those temptations to which youth is most exposed (ch. i.
10; 1. 16—19; v. 1—14; vi. 24—35; vii. 5—27; ix.
13—18; xxiii, 26—35; xxix. 3), and to direct him
with regard to his settlement in life, by pointing out the
advantages of a wise (ch. xiv. 1; xix. 14; xxxi. 10—31),
the evils of a wrong choice (ch. xi. 22; xix. 13; Xxi. 9. 19;
xxv. 24 ; xxvii. 15, 16). It moreover gives him that
knowledge of the world, which will abundantly supply his
want of experience, and guide his feet into the way of
peace in his intercourse with it, teaching him what to ex-
pect and how to act under the ever-varying circumstances
in which he may be placed.

But though so especially recommended to the young, the
book of Proverbs furnishes rules for the government of
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6 DESIGN OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS. [CHAT. I

families, cities, kingdoms. Out of the vast treasurcs of learn-
ing left us in this small volume, the best advice is fur-
nished to princes, counsellors, judges, and other public minis-
ters, to all sorts of subjects in their several relations, and
in every condition ; to make them both pious and politic ;
to direct them in the choice of their comforts, in the cduca-
tion of their children, in the management of domestic affairs,
and in their transactions with other wmen ; in contracting or
conducting their friendships, in giving or taking good coun-
sel and reproof, in making or preserving peace, .in judging
of men, and of the event of their designs. This book bri-
dles the injurious tongue, corrects the wanton eye, and ties
the unjust hands in chains. It persecutes sloth, chastises
all absurd desires, teaches prudence, raises men’s courage,
and represents temperance and chastity after such a fashion,
that one cannot but have them in veneration ;—and thus
is, as Basil says, an universal direction for all men, and for
the whole of life. It, moreover, ‘not only gives such uni-
versal directions, but enforces attention .to them from those
motives which can alone secure obedience to them, such as
the authority of God (ch. xvi, 6), his exact netice -of all
men’s ways and hearts (ch. v. 21; xv. 11), the rewards
which attend righteousness {ch. xi. 18), and the punish-
ments which follow wickedness, by his just -appointment,
both in this world and the next (ch. xix. 29; xxiii. 17—19;
xxvi. 10).—See Lowth’s Directions for Reading Holy
Scripture, and ‘Bp. Patrick.

The terms ¢ wisdom * and ¢ knowledge ' being sometimes
applied to that wbich perverts rather than improves the
mind, it is very important to observe that Solomon, the
writer of this book, lays down. this as the foundation of all
his instructions, “* The fear of the Lord is the beginning .of
knowledge ”* (ch. i. 7), that without which all other know-
ledge is vain and useless ; and, again, * The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom " (ch. ix. 10), that the very
first and indeed principal thing that .is to be instilled into
all men’s minds, without which they will learn nothing else,
is a religious sense of the Divine Majesty, and an awful
regard towards Him. There can be no virtue in our inter-
course with our fellow-creatures, where this is wanting as
the motive of action?,

2 « Intellectual attainments and habits are no security for good
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There are some instances where the term ‘fool” is used to
express one of weak intellect, as Prov. xxvi. 12 xxix,
20; but generally when in this book folly and fools are
spoken of, it emphatically refers to the transgression of
God’s law ; as, of all folly, that is the most foolish.

The great design of Holy Scripture is, to make us wise
unto salvation?, It shows the necessity for salvation ; it
explains the nature of that salvation ; and becomes, as the
instrument of the Spirit, the power of God to salvation
to every one that believeth ¢, In the gradual developement
of this .object, the book of Proverbs bears its part. The
nature and consequences of sin are so.described, as strongly
to-imply our need of that salvation which Christ has wrought
out for us. See chaps. 1. 24, &c.; xvi. §5; xxi. 4; xxiv. 9,
&ec. ; vii. 27.

From the depravity of human nature, from man’s inability
to cleanse his own heart, and from his strong tendency to
self-deception, as alluded to in chaps. xx. 9 ; xvi. 2, &c., is
inferred ‘his need of the sanctifying influences of the Holy
Spirit ; and though it was reserved to the New Testament
fully to exhibit his office, the Spirit of God is alluded to in
ch. 1.°23.

‘Whether the sacred writer intended expressly to prophesy
of the Messiah, or whether the Israelites would generally
consider him as the speaker, needs not to be determined ; but
with the light which the New Testament throws on the
subject, it has been remarked by Bp. Patrick, that the de-
scription of wisdom contained in Prov. i. 20—23 ; viii. and
ix., Is expressed in-such magnificent language, that the an-
cient Christians thought the application was to the wisdom
revealed to usin the Gospel by the Son of God,—nay, to the
Son -of God Himself, the eternal worp and wispom of the
Father. 1t'may confirm this view -of the subject, by com-
paring Prov. vni. 22, with Johni. 1; xiv. 10.

It is said also, in Prov. viii. 28, *“1 was set up from

conduct, unless they are supported by religious principles. Without
religion the highest endowments of intellect can only render the
possessor more dangerous, if hie be ill disposed ; if well disposed,
only more unhappy.”—SoUTHEY.
b 2 Tim. iii. 15.
¢ Rom. i, 16. Eph. vi. 17; John xvii. 17, 1 Pet. i. 23.
A4



8 ARRANGEMENT OF ITS CONTENTS.,  [CHAP, L

everlasting.”  This deseription remarkably agrees with Mi-
cah’s prophecy of the birth of Christ, (ch. v. 2,) quoted in
Matt. ii. 6, which declares his goings forth to have been
from of old, from everlasting ; and agrees also with our
Lord's declaration of Himself as the first and the last, who
had glory with the Father before the world was, whom the
Father loved before the foundation of the world. Rev. i.
17. John xvii, 5. 24.

Bp. Hall has also the following comment on Prov. ix.
1—G, compared with Matt. xxii. 2—14. Luke xiv.16—24:
“ The Son of God, who is the eternal wisdom of the Father,
hath built his house, the Church of God; He hath laid sure the
foundations of it ; and hath hewn out all the pillars thereof.
He hath instituted all his holy ordinances, whereby He may
feed up the souls of men to everlasting life. He hath sent
forth his holy and zealous messengers to invite men to these
sacred mysteries.” It thus appears, that in the book of
Proverbs, though its chief design is to guide us in our inter-
course with our fellow-creatures, an illustration is never-
theless afforded of the harmony of the Old and New Testa-
ment, on that which is the great subject of both, namely,
Salvation by Christ, *“ who is the end of the law (Rom. x.
4), the body or substance of the ceremonial shadows (Col.
it. 17. Heb. x. 1), the centre of the prophecies (Acts x.
43. Rev. xix. 10), the spirit and soul of the whole, both
of the Old and the New Testament.”

Though life and immortality were brought to light by
the Gospel, yet, as in other parts of the Old Testament, so
in this book, the dawn of this great truth appears. Thus,
Prov. xiv. 32, refers to the hope of the righteous in their
death ; chap. xii. 28, to their exemption from the second or
cternal death; and chap. iv. 18, xv. 24, to the future glory
awaiting them in heaven, the anticipation of which has ever
formed a motive to holy obedience in God’s people while
on earth. Heb, xi. 16. See p. 40, on Prov. viii. 36.

§ ii. Arrangement of its Contents.

In reference to the arrangement of the contents of the
book of Proverbs, Bp. Hopkins remarks, « We are not gene-
rally to expect any connexion either of sense or sentences
in it.  Other parts of Scripture are like a rich mine, where
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the precious ore runs along in one continued vein, but this
is like a heap of pearls, which, though they are loose and
unstrung, are not, therefore, the less excellent and
valuable.”

This book may, however, be thus divided into five
parts :

Part 1, is a sort of preface extending from ch. i. to ix.,
the teacher giving his pupil a connected series of admoni-
tions, cautions, and encouragements, to the study of
wisdom. This part, says Bp. Lowth, * is varied, elegant,
sublime, and truly poetical ; the order of the subject 1s in
general excellently preserved, and the parts are very aptly
connected.”

Part 2, from chapter x. to xxii. 16, comprises what may
be more strictly called Proverbs, namely, unconnected sen-
tences expressed with much neatness and simplicity.

Part 3, reaches from chapter xxii. 17, to xxiv., n which
the teacher renews his connected admonitions to the study
of wisdom.

Part 4, extends from chapter xxv. to xxix. It contains
Proverbs supposed to have been selected from some larger
collection of Solomon, by the men of Hezekiah, that is, by
the prophets whom he employed to restore the service and
writings of the Jewish Church; as Eliakim, and Joah, and
Shebna, ands probably Hosea, and Micah, and even Isaiah.
This part, like the second, consists of unconnected sen-
tences.

Part 5, comprises the two last chapters, xxx. and xxxi.
The first of these contains the wise observations and in-
structions delivered by Agur to his pupils Ithiel and Ucal;
and the other, the excellent lessons addressed to king
Lemuel by his mother. The description she gives (Prov.
xxxi. 10—31) of a virtuous woman, as a guide to him in
the choice of a wife, consists of twenty-two verses, each
beginning with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet in order,
and hence by some has been considered as a separate
poem.
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CHAPTER II.
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF PROVERBS.

ConthNTS.—§ 1. The Nature of a Proverb, §ii. On'the Interpreta-
tion of Figures. § iii. Parts of a Proverb to be compared. § iv.
General terms sometimes to be limited. § v. The interpretation
of a Proverb not always ‘to be confined to the immedinte subject.
§ vi. Contextsometimes a.guide in the interpretation of a Proverb.

§ i.  The Naiure of a Proverd.

A rrovems, strictly speaking, is .a short moral sentence,
which means something further than what the words literally
mply. It is ““ as apples of gold in a net-work of silverd,”
grave and profound sentiment, the truth of which acquires
additional beauty when partially discovered through the veil
of elegant fiction and imagery. But most of Solomon’s pro-
verbs are rather to be called maxims .or sentences, The
distinction between a proverb, strictly so called, and a
maxim, or sentence, may be thus illustrated : When Solo-
mon says, “ Trust in the Lord with .all thine heart, and
lean not to thine.own understanding ¢,” this is no proverb,
but a moral sentence. When he says, “ Drink waters out
of thine own cistern{,” this is a proverb; and it means,
meddle not with that which belongs to another.

The characteristic feature of this kind of writing is bre-
vity, much thought in a small compass; as in a seed is
contained the whole power of vegetation which is to produce
the tree. And the obscurity attendant on *.these words
of the wise, and their dark sayings,” is not altogether with-
out its uses. It-whets the understanding, excites an appe-
tite for knowledge, and keeps alive the attention by the
labour of the investigation, giving an increased pleasure
to the discovery of truth, by having called forth our efforts
to attain it. See Bp. Lowth on the Poetry of the Hebrews,
Lect, xxiv.

To assist these efforts, the following suggestions are
offered on the interpretation of Proverbs.

d Bishop Lowth thus interprets Prov. xxv. 11, which is very
similar to that of Bishop Patrick : “ Like golden balls, or beautiful
apples, presented in a eilver net-work basket.”

¢ Prov, iii. 5. f Prov, v. 15.
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§ ii. On the Interpretation of Figures

Many errors in the interpretation of Scripture arise from
the abuse of its figurative language. We must, therefore,
be on our guard, ,

1. Not to take that literally which was meant figura-
tively. Thus, referring to the commandments of God, it
is said, Prov. vii. 3, Bind them upon thy fingers, &c. It
might seem sufficiently evident that Solomon could not
mean this precept to be understood literally, any more than
the next expression, which frequently occurs: * Write
them on the table of thine heart.” Yet it was on such texts
(see Exod. xiii. 16. Deut. vi.8; &i. 18) that the Pharisees
founded the practice of binding on their foreheads phylac-
teries, or slips, with particular precepts of the law inscribed
upon them.—Dr. Durell.

2. The same figure being used to illustrate different
subjects, the meaning of the figure in each case must be
determined by the subject.

Thus, Prov. xxv. 27. It is not good to eat much honey; a
proverb guarding against being over-solicitous of the good
opinion of our fellow-creatures, see page 34. Whereas
it is said, Prov. xxiv. 18, Eat thou honey because it is
good.  This proverb, as appears from the next verse
(14), refers to heavenly wisdom, of which we can never
have too much, Honey was found in great plenty in the
fields and woods in Judea (1 Sam. xiv. 25, 26; Matt. iii.
4). See page 33.

Again, Prov. xxv. 16. Hast thou found honey? eat so
much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith,
and vomit it. By honey is here to be understood, not only
all delicious meats, but all present and worldly delights,
which we are here taught to use with moderation.—Poole.
An application of the proverb is made in the next verse
(ch. xxv. 17), in reference to unseasonable and too fre-
quent visiting, which may occasion in your friend disgust,
as men are apt to loathe even honey immoderately taken;
or as an Asiatic proverb expresses it, ¢ Visiting your
neighbour is no crime, but your visits should not be
so often repeated as to induce him to say to you, It is
enough.”’

A6



12 PARTS OF A PROVERB TO BE COMPARED. [cuar. 11

§ i, Parts of @ Proverb to be compared.

1. Make one part of a proverb a comment on the other,
as a guide to the true sense of the whole.

Prov. xii. 20. Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine
evil, but to the counsellors of peace is joy. Deceit and joy
being here contrasted, we infer that the deceit referred to
is self-deceit, in the sorrow which (contrary to their expecta-
tions) they bring upon themselves, who think to profit by
promoting dissensions and divisions. Korah (Num. xvi.),
Abimelech (Judges ix.), and Absalom (2 Sam. xv. 6;
xviil. 15), were in this sense self-deceivers; and Jonathan
(1 Sam. xix. 4—7), and Abigail (1 Sam. xxv.), counsellors
of peace, who must have rejoiced in the success of their
efforts.

Prov. xxvi. 4. Answer not a fool according to kis folly,
&c. The next verse is, Answer a fool according to his
Jolly, &c., but a little attention to the reason given in each
case removes the seeming contradiction.

We ought not to answer a fool according to his folly, so
as to be like him ; (i. e.) so as to betray, in the manner of
answering him, the same evil temper which he showed.
This Mcses did at Meribah 8 ; and David in his answer to
Nabal®; and the men of Judah and Israel in their disputes
about David i, See p. 183.

We ought to answer a fool according to his folly, lest he
be wise in his own conceit; (i. e.) we ought to answer him
in such a manner as to expose his folly. Thus David an-
swered GoliathJj, and Job answered his wife ¥; and our
blessed Lord’s life affords at:undant instances: as when the
ruler of the synagogue and the lawyers charged Him with
the sin of Sabbath-breaking'; when He was attacked by
the Scribes and Pharisees because his disciples transgressed
the tradition of the elders ™; when they desired of Him a
sign from heaven™; when they questioned the authority by
which He acted °; and when they inquired of Him as to the
lawfulness of giving tribute to Ceesar?, :

£ Numb. xx. 12 ! Luke xiii. 15 ; xiv. 5, 6.
Ps. cvi. 33. m Matt. xv. 2.

h 1 Sam. xxv. 21, 22. n Matt. xvi. 1—4.

i 2 Sam. xix. 41—43, o Matt. xxi. 23—27.

i 1 Sam. xvii. 45. P Matt. xxii. 16, &c.

k Job ii. 10
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Attention to the context, that is, to what goes hefore or
follows any particular verse or chapter (so important as a
general rule in the interpretation of Scripture), is, however,
of comparatively little use in the book of Proverbs. But
then, as Dr. Hunt has observed, ¢ this book has a method of
its own, and such an one, too, as if, duly regarded, will serve
for a clue to conduct us through the intricacies of most of
those dark sayings, and bring us to a knowledge of a pro-
verb and the interpretation thereof ; and it is this,—almost
all proverbs are divided into two parts, which naturally ex-
plain each other.”

If the subject-matter of both parts is the same, they are
usually connected by the particle and, and then the latter
part is put by way of repetition and confirmation of the
former.

Thus Prov. iii. 13—17. Happy is the man that findeth
wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding, &e.; her
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.
Here the latter clauses in each verse are repetitions and
confirmations of the former, thus serving to give force to
the sentiment expressed.

If the subject-matter be different, the two parts of the
proverb are usually connected by the particle * buz,” which
denotes antithesis and opposition. Thus Prov. x. 12.
Hatred stirreth up strifes, but love covereth all sins. That
is, such is the difference between hatred and love, that
where all things are quiet, hatred raises up disturbance,
and makes men quarrel about trifles; when love pacifies
the mind that it finds provoked by real offences, and com-
poses all those contentions for which there was but too
much occasion.—Bp. Patrick.

Prov. x. 23. It is as sport to a fool to do mischief, but a
man of understanding hath wisdom. Here the first clause
is the clue to the interpretation of the second, which might
otherwise seem to be a truism without point, and suggests
this as the meaning ;—that a man of understanding is too
wise to find his pleasure in injuring others : his pleasure ie
in the exercise of wisdom or piety, in which he takes fi
more delight than the wicked do in mischief.

So also Prov. xv. 8, The sacrifice of the wicked is an
abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his
delight. That is, the sacrifice of the wicked, however costly
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it may be, is an abomination to the Lord ; Lut the bare
prayer of the upright, though he be unable to bring any
costly offerings or sacrifices, is his delight.—Dr. Wells.

It may be observed, however, that an antithesis or oppo-
sition is sometimes implied when the particle  and " has
been used, as in the following (Prov. xix. 14), House and
riches are the inkeritance of fathers, and a prudent wife is
from the Lord. The meaning of which, as Bp. Hall has
remarked, is that houses and riches may be derived to us
by way of inheritance from our forefathers, without our
care or endeavour ; but a prudent and virtuous wife is a
special blessing of God's immediate choosing, and therefore
must be obtained by our prayers at the hand of the Giver.

Prov. xix. 1. Better is the poor that walketh in his in-
tegrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.
Here a contrast is implied, though not expressed, between
the rich and the poor; and the meaning of the proverb
seems to be, * that a poor man who acts:sincerely, and hath
no guile in his mouth, is far happier, and more to be com-
mended, than him that gathers great riches by fraud and
circumvention, which he takes to be cunning, but which
will prove folly in the end.” Gregory Nazianzen applies
it by way of accommodation, to show how commendable
simplicity is in religion, and in inquiries of faith, as well as
in all things else, remarking, that ‘‘ the Christian of mean
understanding and simple speech, poor in discourse, and
reasoning, and knowledge, that walks in his simplicity,
relies oo plain simple words, is much better (and in this
way will be saved as in a small cog-boat), than a fool (for
he is no better) that knows how to wind and turn every
way in his discourse, and most unlearnedly trusts to his
demonstrations,” &c. See Matt. xi. 25. 1 Cor. ii. 4—86.
14.—Bp. Patrick.

2. Sometimes one thing is expressed in one part of a
proverb and another in another, and yet both are to be
understood as applying to each part of the proverb.
Thus Prov. x. 1. A wise son maketh a glad father, but
a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. Here, evi-
dently, both parents are to be understood in both branches ;
as a wise son will make a glad mother, and a foolish son
will prove a heaviness to his father (ch. xix. 13); although
one only is expressed in each branch, for the greater ele-
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gance. For parallel passages, see chapters =xvii. 25;
xxx. 17.

Prov. x. 14, Wise men lay up knowledye, but the mouth
of the foolish is mear destruction. That is, wise men, by
reading, prayer, meditation, hearing the word of God, and
conversation with .good men, lay up knowledge whereby
they may be enabled to speak both what and when it 1is
seasonable for their own and others’ good ; but fools are
more forward to lay out than lay up, and for want of know-
ledge speak much and foolishly, so as to bring evil on
themselves-and others. Eccles. x. 12,13. Matt. xii. 35;
xiil. 52.

Prov. xxviii. 25. He that is of a proud heart stirreth up
strife; that is, as appears from the next clause, so as to
impoverish himself and make himself miserable.

§ iv.  General terms sometimes to be limited.

Some proverbs, though expressed in general terms, are
yet often not to be understood without some limitation.
Thus, .

Prov. x. 15. The destruction of the poor is their
poverty, inasmuch as it exposes them to injuries and abuses.
The tendency of men to despise the poor and flatter the
rich, is also expressed Prov. xiv. 20; xix. 4. 7.- But
sometimes poverty is a protection, as appears in the tremen-
‘dous judgment inflicted on the Jews by Nebuchadnezzar ;
‘where, we are told, he burnt every great man’s house, taking
all that had property captive, but leaving the poor of the
lend to be vine dressers, &c. 2 Kings xxv. 9. 12. See
page 41, on Prov. xiii. 8.

Prov. x. 27. (See also Prov. iii. 16 ; ix. 11; xii. 28.)
The fear of the Lord prolongeth days, but the years of the
wicked shall be shortened. It is true, as a general remark,
that wickedness, both by its own nature (Prov. v. 11) and
by God’s righteous judgment (as in the case of Hophni and
Phineas, 1 Sam. ii. 32; iv. 11), brings men to an untimely
end ; and that piety contributes both to the length and en-
Joyment of life ; but Abel was murdered, and Cain's life
prolongedd. Abijah meets an early deathr, and his wicked
father’s life is prolonged to a reign of twenty-two yecars s,

q Gen., iv. r 1 Kings xiv. 1. 13. 17.
3 1 Kings xiv. 20.
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Though Daniel was preserved ¢, Naboth fell a victim to his
obedience®, Pious Jonathan and apostate Saul perish in
the same battle¥: “the corn is cut down with the weeds,
but to a better purpose.” God inflicting judgments in
some instances, shows He governs the world at present;
by withholding them in others, He shows that He will
judge it hereafter.

Prov. xi. 14. Where no counsel is the people fall, but in
the multitude of counsellors there is safety; that is, of wise
and good counsellors. Babylon was wearied in the multi-
tude of her counsels. Isaiah xlvii. 13, Depending on
her astrologers and worldly politicians, whose wisdom and
knowledge only perverted her, they increased her perplex-
ities and tired her out; God, whom they neglected, thus
taking the wise in their own craftiness.

Prov. xi. 15. He that hateth suretiship is sure (see also
vi. 1—5; xvii. 18 ; xxii. 26). This is not a condemnation
of suretiship under all circumstances, but a strong warning
against undertaking it rashly.

Judah became surety to his father for his brother Ben-
jamin ¥, and Paul to Philemon for Onesimus *.

Prov. xvi. 7. When a man’s ways please the Lord, he
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. Thus
Jacob after prayer found in meeting Esau¥. And under
the Old Testament dispensation, when temporal prosperity
was promised as the reward of obedience, this was, as a
general truth, remarkably illustrated in the history of the
Israelites ; as, for instance, when all the males went up
at the three great festivals to Jerusalem; though sur-
rounded with enemies, no man at that time desired their
land #; and again, in the reigns of Solomon 2, Jehoshaphat?,
&c. Yet though David’s ways pleased the Lord, Saul was
never at peace with Him. Still more truly may this be said
of Him who was David’s Son, and David’s Lord. The
apostle also warns Timothy, that all that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution ®©. The meekness and
love of the Christian character however tends to conciliate,

t Dan. vi. ¥ Gen. xxxiii. 4 ; xxxii. 28,
u 1 Kings xxi. 13. z Exod. xxxiv. 24,

v ] Sam. xxxi. 2 ] Kings iv. 24, 25.

W Gen. xliii. 9. b 2 Chron. xvii. 10.

x Philem. 18, 19 ¢ 2 Tim. iii. 12.
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and God not unfrequently causes those graces of his Spirit
to produce this effect. Acts ii. 47. The same general
remarks apply to Prov. xiv. 19 : The evil bow before the
good, and the wicked at the gates of the righteous. Thus
Pharaoh entreated the prayers of Moses (Exod. viii. 8 ; ix.
27, 28 ; xii. 32); but Herodias succeeded in her murder
of John the Baptist. Mark vi. 19—28.

Prov. xvi. 10. A divine sentence is in the lips of the king.
David ¢ and Solomon ¢ afford illustrations of'this ; but Saulf,
Nebuchadnezzar 8, Joash king of Judah *, Herod i, are awful
instances to the contrary. This and the two following pro-
verbs (xvi. 12, 13) rather express the duty of kings; and
such modes of expression are often used in Scripture. Prov.
xiv. 35; xxii. 11. Rom. xiii. 3, 4. Though in strange
disregard of so obvious an interpretation, this is one of the
texts by which the Romanists attempt to prove the infal-
libility of the Pope.

Prov. xvii. 6. The glory of children arc their fathers ;
that is, if they are wise and righteous, as was Abraham
(Gen. xxvi. 3. 24). Wicked Gehazi brought only infamy
on his children (2 Kirgs v. 27).

Prov. xviil. 22. Whoso findeth a wife, findeth a good
thing, and obtaineth favour of the Lord. Manoah’ found
it so, but Ahab ¥ did not, nor Job |, nor Jehoram ™,

Prov. xxii. 6. Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart from it. Childhood
is the seed-time of life. Good education is the foundation
of man’s happiness ; and we learn from this proverb that
pious principles instilled in youth, seldom fail of operating
in old age. Moses, Samuel, Timothy, &c. are instances of
it. Yet wicked Abaz, one of the most dreadful examples
recorded in Scripture of sin and its consequent punishment,
was the son of a godly father®, and the father of a godly
son® Pious Hezekiah was the son of a wicked father, and
the father of a wicked sonP. Jeroboam had a pious son’

d 2 Sam, xiv. 17. 3 Judges xiii. 23.
¢ 1 Kings iii. 28. k 1 Kings xxi. 25.
f 1 Sam. xxii. 17, 18, 1 Job ii. 10.

g Dan. iii. 19, 20. ™ 2 Kings viii. 18.
h 2 Chyon. xxiv. 20, 21. m 2 Kings xvi. 1.

i Matt. xiv. 6—~10. o 2 Kings xvi. 20.

Luke xxiii. 11, P 2 Kings xx. 21,
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Abijah4q, and Samuel a Joel and Abiah', who turned out
unjust judges, though we have no intimation, .as in the case
of Elis, that he had been tao indulgent to them.

Prov. xxii. 29. Seest thou a man diligent in his busi-
ness ? he shall stand before kings, he shall not stand before
mean men. This cannot intend that every man diligent in
his business shall gain introduction to the court of the
sovereign, but that there is a tendency in diligence to raise
men to honour. See-also Prov. xii. 24. As applying to
diligence in God's service this blessing is certain. John
xii. 26. Matt. xxv. 21. 23, See p. 167.

§ v. The interpretation of a Proverb not always to be con-
Jined to the immediate subject.

The interpretation of a proverb is not always to be
confined to the subject -which gave rise to 'the maxim,
Thus, Prov. xxv. 6, 7, is a direction to courtiers in their
intercourse with kings. But our Lord, who evidently refers,
in Luke xiv. 7—11, .to these verses, applies them ‘to the
guests at the Pharisee’s table, deducing this maxim-of uni-
versal application, ¢ Whosoever exalteth himself shall be
abased, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”

So also when we read, ch. x. 5, He that gathereth in
summer is a wise son ; but he that sleepeth in harvest is a
son that causeth.shame ; though it refers primarily to hus-
bandry, it involves a principle generally applicable to the
improvement or neglect .of every opportunity of doing or
getting good. The general duty of diligence in -our calling,
whatever that may be, is enforced by attention to that
which formed the chief employ:in Judea—tending flocks
(Prov. xxvii. 23) or tilling land. Prov. xii. 11 ; xxviii. 19.

Prov. xi. 26. He that withholdeth corn, the people shall
curse lim ; but blessing shall be upon the head of him that
selleth it. This may be -applied to the use we should
make of the gifts of God’s bounty generally ; not hoard
them up merely to enrich ourselves, but bring them forth
for the benefit of others.

Prov. xxii. 28. Remove not the ancient landmark which
thy fathers have sct. See also xxiii. 10. What is here
said against removing the boundaries whereby one man’s

4 1 Kings xiv. 13. r 1 Sam. viii. 2, 3. &5 1 Sam. iii, 13.



§ vi.] EXPLANATION OF PROVERBS BY CONTEXT. 19

possessions are distinguished from another’s, and that by
ancient consent, is applied by all sorts of writers as a cau-
tion against innovations. Melancthon says: * This precept
is not obscure, if it be cited allegorically for not changing
the laws which antiquity, by grave authority, hath delivered,
unless there be evident necessity.”—Bp. Patrick.

Prov. xxvii. 7. The full soul loatheth an honeycomb ; but
to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet. This proverb,
taken literally, shows the advantage the poor have, in some
respects, over the rich. Coarse fare, with a good appetite,
gives an enjoyment to which they are strangers whose
abundance makes them fastidious, and prevents them from
relishing their choicest delicacies. But it may be also
taken spiritually : see p. 189.

Prov. xxix. 7. The righteous considereth the cause of
the poor ; but the wicked regardeth not to know it. This
has a special reference to magistrates; but the maxim is
equally applicable to the compassionate attention of pious
individuals to the distresses of the poor, and the unfeeling
disregard to them which is often shown by the wicked.—
Bp. Patrick, Scott. See also ch. xxxi. 8, which, though
its immediate reference is to kings, admits of a more general
application. And again, in the adaptation of such proverbs
as chap. iil. 9, 10; xiii. 22, to ourselves, we must re-
member that the promises of temporal blessings under the
law were shadows of spiritual blessings under the Gospel.

§ vi. Context sometimes @ Guide in the Interpretation of
a Proverbd.

Though it has been remarked that we are not generally
to expect any connexion of sense or sentences in the Pro-
verbs, and that attention to the context is of comparatively
little use in the explanation of them, there are instances to
the contrary.

Prov. x. 1-—3. Bishop Patrick remarks that verses
2 and 3 of chapter x. may be connected with verse 1
thus : “Let the father's care in educating his children,
especially his son, the heir of his family, be equal to the
joy he shall have in their well-doing; and let the mo-
ther beware that she does not spoil them, for she will
have the greatest share in the heaviness which their un-
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towardness will give. This is more necessary than the
care of heaping up riches for them, which many times tempts
men to fraud and oppression.”

Prov, xvii. 18. 4 man void of understanding striketh
hands, and becometh surely in the presence of his friend, is
fidy placed after verse 17, A friend loveth at all times, and
a brother is born for adversity ; to intimate, that although
the laws of friendship oblige us to love and help our
friends in trouble, as far as we are able, they do not oblige
ns to become surety for them rashly.

Prov. xxvi. 13-—16. In these verses, Bishop Patrick
remarks, there seem to be three degrees of sloth repre-
sented : the first, when a man is loath to stir out of doors
about his business in the fields (verse 13); the second,
when he is loath so much as to leave his bed (verse 14);
and the third and highest, when he will scarce put his hand
to his mouth (verse 15); by which hyperbolical expression
he most admirably sets forth the incredible laziness of some
men, which increases upon them continually, if they will
not shake it off; and yet so presumptuous (he observes,
verse 16) they are withal, that they laugh at those who
take a great deal of pains to be wise, and fancy themselves
much wiser, because, without any pains, they can find fault
sometimes in other men’s works. Nay, this very thing
they think a piece of folly, to study hard, imagining it to be
their greatest wisdom to enjoy their ease, and reap the
benefit of other men’s labours.

CHAPTER III.

EXPLANATION OF PROVERDBS.

CoxtExTS.—§ i. Explanation of Proverbs by Geography. §ii. By
Natural History. §iii. By Manners and Customs of Eastern
Nations. §iv. By the Mosaic Law. §v. Explanation of some
particular proverbs.

As in other parts of Scripture, so also in the book of

Proverbs, a knowledge of geography, natural history, the

manners and customs of eastern nations, the peculiarities of

the Mosaic law, &c., will throw light on the interpretation
of a passage.
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§i. Ezplanation of Proverbs by Geography.

Under this term is included, not merely an account of
the’ relative siluation of places, but a description of the
climate, weather, &c., of the country.

Prov. i. 27. And your destruction cometh as a whirlwind.
In eastern countries so rapid and impetuous sometimes is
the whirlwind, that it is in vain to think of flying; the
swiftest horse or the fastest sailing ship could be of no use
to carry the traveller out of danger. Torrents of burning
sand roll before it, the firmament is enveloped in a thick
veil, and the sun appears of the colour of blood. The
Arab who conducted Mr. Bruce through the frightful deserts
of Senaar, pointed out to him a spot among some sandy
hillocks, where the ground seemed to be more elevated than
the rest, where one of the largest caravans which ever came
out of Egypt, to the number of several thousand camels,
was covered with sand.—Paxton, vol. i. p. 269.

The destruction of Sennacherib’s army (2 Kings xix. 35)
was probably (see verse 7, and Isaiah xxxvii. 7) by the
blast of the hot pestilential south wind blowing from the
deserts of Lybia, called the Simoon.

Prov. x. 11. The mouth of a righteous man is a well of
life. 'The discourse of a good man, like a perpetual spring
of wholesome water, always tends to the profit, comfort,
and refreshment of those who receive it. And again, Prov.
xxv. 26, A righteous man falling down before the wicked,
is as a troubled fountain and a corrupt spring. The mean-
ing of which is, * a good man is such a blessing to all about
him, that they suffer no less when he is oppressed and
thrown out of authority by the violence and craft of
wicked men, or when he disgraces himself by any foul sin,
or loses his courage, and dare not oppose impiety, than they
do when dirt and filth is cast into a public fountain, or a
spring is stopped up or corrupted, and made useless.”

It adds greatly to the force of such comparisons ta know,
that in Judea, where rivers were scarce, the heat intense,
and there were long intervals without rain, public fountains
and springs were of the greatest value, 2 Chron. xxxii. 3,
John iv. 14. See p. 181.

Prov. xvi. 15. His favour is as a cloud of the latter rain.
The first or the autwnnal rain, before seed-time, was to
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prepare the ground for being broken up to receive the sced;
the latter or the vernal, before the harvest, was to fill the
ears of corn. The latter rain was indispensably requisite
to secure the hopes of the husbandman. This accounts,
thercfore, for the great value which Solomon sets upon it in
this proverb.—Paxton, vol. i, p. 257. Deut. xi. 14. Hosea
vi. 8. Joel ii. 23.

The remarkable effect produced by rain in those hot
countries, is thus described by Sir T. Roe, in his voyage to
India: “ When the ground has been destitute of rain nine
months together, and: looks all of it like the barren sand:in
the desert of Arabia, where there is not one spire of green
grass to be found, within a few days after those fat enriching
showers begin to fall, the face of the earth then ¥as it were
by a new resurrection) is so revived, and throughout so
renewed, as that it is presently covered over with a green
mantle.”—Calmet’s Dict. vol. iii. p. 333.

Prov. xix. 12, But his favour is as dew. upon the grass.
In hot Eastern climates, where it rarely rains in summer,
the copious dews which fall during the night, contribute
greatly to the nourishment of vegetables in general. * The
dew,” says Hasselquist, speaking of the excessively hot
weather in Egypt, “ is particularly serviceable to the trees,
which would never otherwise be able to resist the heat;
but with this: assistance they thrive well and blossom.”—
Parkhurst.

Prov. xx. 4. The sluggard will not plow by reason of
the cold. In Syria they begin to plough about the latter end
of September, and sow their earliest wheat about the middle
of October. The frosts are never severe enough to prevent
their ploughing all the winter.—Dr. Russell. This places
the sloth of the sluggard in a stronger light. The evil of
slothfulness and of the love of ease is often set forth in the
book of Proverbs, See Prov. x. 4 ; xix. 24; xxvi.
13—16. Sloth and self-indulgence are the bane of all
good.

Prov. xxvi. 1. As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest,
so honour is not seemly for a fool. So unseasonable and rare
is rain at such times in Juda, that Jerome, who lived long in
Palestine, denies, in his commentary on Amos, that he had
ever seen rain there in the end of June or in the month of
July. 8o that,” as Bp. Patrick remarks, “ we may make
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this aphorism out of Solomon’s words, that the blending of
summer and winter would not cause a greater disorder in
the natural world, than the disposal of honour to bad men,
(and consequently throwing contempt upon the good,) doth
in the moral world.” 1 Sam. xii. 17,

Prov. xxvii. 18. Whoso keepeth the fig-tree, &c. The
design of this proverb-is to encourage servants to be diligent
and faithful. But it would not have been suggested to the
mind of an English writer to adopt such an illustration, as
fig-trees are very little grown in our country, and their fruit
is of comparatively little value. In Judeza, however, the
fig-tree is very common, and so valuable, that the failure of
its fruit was considered among the severest judgments which
God inflicted on his offending people. Joeli. 6, 7. Hab.
iii. 17. See p. 192.

Although the fig-tree delights in a rocky and parched soil,
it contains a milky, or fat, oily liquor; and in the Archi-
pelago a single tree generally produces, if carefully attended
to, 280 lbs: of figs.—See- Paxton’s Illust. i. 348.

Prov. xxviii. 3. 4 poor man that oppresseth the poor is
like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food. The periodical
rains which follow the long-continued drought of summer
in Eastern countries, sometimes occasion a. devastation un-
known in our climate. The rivers and brooks in conse-
quence overflowing their bounds, carryruin into the most cul-
tivated districts, but especially among the dwellings of the
poor, which, being usually built of mud, or of bricks burnt
only in the sun,. are the first to fall before the torrent, in-
volving the inhabitants in destruction.

§ ii. Eaxplanation of Proverbs by Natural History.

Prov. vi. 6—8. Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider
her ways, and be wise ; which, having no guide, overseer, or
ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her
Jood in the harvest.—See also Prov. xxx. 25.

Their uniform cate and promptitude in improving every
moment as it passes; the admirable order in which they
proceed to the scene of action ; the perfect harmony which
reigns in their bands; the eagerness which they discover
in running to the assistance of the weak or the fatigued ;
the readiness with which those that have no burden yield



24 EXPLANATION OF PROVERBS {cuar. 11,

the way to their fellows that bend under their load, or
when the grain happens to be too heavy, cut it in two,
and take the half upon their own shoulders, furnish a
striking example of industry, benevolence, and concord,
to the human family. Nor should the skill and vigour
which they display in digging under ground, in building
their houses, and in constructing their cells, nor their
prudence and foresight in making use of the proper seasons
to collect a supply of provision sufficient for their purpose,
be passed over in silencet,

These and many other operations clearly show how
instructive a teacher the ant is even to men of understand-
ing, and how much reason Solomon had to hold up its
shining example to their imitation. Go to the ant, thou
sluggard ; consider her ways, not that thou mayest become
learned, but wise ; and especially wise in working out thy
salvation, laying up durable riches while the season of
mercy continues ; providing for that state of never-ending
duration, when, as the Saviour Himself attests, no man can
work.—See Parkhurst.—Paxton, vol. i. p. 387.

Prov. xvil. 12. Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a
man rather than a fool in his folly. ** The female bear is
eminent for intense affection to her young, and dreadfully
furious when deprived of them. Disregarding every con-
sideration of danger to herself, she attacks, with intense fe-
rocity, every animal that comes in her way, and in the bit-
terness of her heart will dare to attack even a band of
armed men. The Russians of Kamtschatka never venture
to fire on a young bear when the mother is near; for, if
the cub drop, she becomes enraged to a degree little short
of madness, and if she gets sight of the enemy, will only
quit her revenge with her life.”—Cook’s Voyages, vol. iil.
306, quoted by Paxton, vol. ii. p. 117.

These considerations give great energy to this proverb,

t In our northern climate it does not appear that ants store up
corn, hut remain in a state of torpidity, The habits of those ants
living in warm elimates are probably different, though Solomon’s
words do not necessarily imply that they lay up magazine stores of
grain or other provisions, but that they prepare their bread, and
gather their food, namely, such food a3 is suited to them in summer
and barvest, that is, when it is most plentilul, and thus show their
wisdom and prudence, by using the advantages offered them.—See

ICirby and Spence, vol. ii. p. 47.
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descriptive of the danger of meeting ‘““a fool in his folly ;”
i. e. a furious, revengeful man, under the influence of his
impetuous passions, and his heart determined on their
immediate gratification; of which Saul (1 Sam. xx. 30)
and Herod (Matt, ii. 16) are striking examples.

Prov. xix. 12. The king's wrath is as the roaring of a
lion. See also ch. xxviii. 15. ‘ The roaring of a lion in
quest of his prey, resembles the sound of distant thunder ;
and being re-echoed by the rocks and mountains, appals the
whole race of animals, and puts them instantly to flight.”
—Buffon, Nat. Hist. vol. v. p. 83.

“So great are the terror and dismay which his roaring
produces, that many animals, which by their swiftness might
escape his fury, astonished and petrified by the sound of
his voice, are rendered incapable of exertion.”—Bochart
Hieroz, lib. ii. cap. ii. p. 729, quoted by Paxton, vol. ii.
p- 77. Esth. vii. 7—10. If the wrath of an earthly king
is to be thus dreaded, how much morte that of the King
" of kings! Rev. v. 5; vi. 15—17. If the creature is thus
terrible, who is able to stand before the Creator? Job xli.
10, Ps.ii. 12,

Prov. xxiii. 5. They fly away as an eagle toward
heaven. * The eagle darts with amazing swiftness and
impetuosity. None of the feathered race soar so high : in
his daring excursions he is said to leave the clouds of
heaven, and the regions of thunder and lightning, and
tempest, far beneath his feet, and to approach the very
limits of ether.”—Apuleius, as quoted by Bochart, lib. ii,
p. 170, &c. See Paxton, vol. ii. chap. x.

The Scriptures abound with many sublime and beautiful
allusions to this bird. Obad. 4. Jer. xlix. 16, &c.

Prov. xxiii. 32, Stingeth like an adder. *The word
rendered ‘sting’ signifies to spread, diffuse its poison. It
is used with singular propriety in this passage, as it imports
to unfold, bring into activity something concealed : such is,
certainly, the poison of a serpent, which is usually con-
cealed in its fangs; but when these are in action, a wound
apparently insignificant diffuses after a while the most
direful effects throughout the whole frame of that person
who has been so unhappy as to have received the attack.”
—Calmet. See Acts xxviii. 6. Look not at sensual plea-
sures as they come, but as they go. Rom. vi. 21.

B
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Prov. xxviii. 1. The righteous are bold as a lion.
“ This noble animal has been considered as the most perfect
model of boldness and courage in every age and among
every people acquainted with his history, He never flies
from the hunters, nor is frightened by their onset. But if
their numbers force him to yield, he retires slowly, step by
step, frequently turning upon his pursuers. He has been
known to attack a whole caravan, and when obliged to
retire, he always retires fighting, and with his face to his
enemy.”—Paxton, vol, ii. p. 72. See p. 194.

Prov. xxx. 17, The ravens of the valley shall pick it out,
and the young eagles shall eat i¢. Bochart conjectures that
the valley alluded to was Tophet, in the neighbourhood of
Jerusalem, which the prophet Jeremiah calls the valley of
the dead bodies; because the dead bodies of criminals were
cast into it, where they remained without burial till they
were devoured by flocks of ravens, which collected for that
purpose from the circumjacent country. If'this conjecture
be right, the meaning of Solomon will be this: he who is
guilty of so great a crime shall be subjected to an infamous
punishment, and shall be cast into the valley-of dead bodies,
and shall find no grave, but the devouring: maw of the
impure and voracious raven.—Paxton, vol. ii. chap. x.

“ Tt is an ascertained fact, that ravens which feed on car-
rion commence their repast upon the eyes of ‘the -animal,
the carcase of which they have discovered ; and it is equally
true, that the eagles arid falcons which take living prey,
when the game is large and powerful, aim their attacks at
the eyes, which they instinctively know to be the readiest
way of disabling their victim.”

¢ Chardin was informed that down to the early part of
the sixteenth century, fierce falcons from Mount Caucasus
were trained to fly at men in the same manner; andhe
gives an instance of one of these birds actually putting out
the eyes of a gentleman, so that he died from the fright and
pain.”—Voyages, tome iii, p. 596.

Prov. xxx. 26. The' conies are but a’feeble folk, &ec.
¢ The animal here meant is probably ‘Israel’s lamb,” other-
wise called Ashkoko, Their deseription as ‘a feeble folk *
may be in allusion to their feet, which appear very inade-
quate to the work of digging holes in the rock: their feet
are frequently round, very pulpy or fleshy ; notwithstanding
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which they build houses on the very hardest rocks, more
inaccessible than those of the rabbit, in which they abide
in greater safety, not by the exertion of strength (for, in
Solomon's words, they are altogether *a feeble folk *), but by
their own sagacity and judgment.”—Bruce. Great works
are performed, not by strength, but by perseverance.

Prov. xxx. 27. The locusts have no king, yet go they
Jortk all of them by bands. In Barbary and Palestine the
locusts appear about the latter end of March. By the
middle of April their numbers are so increased, that in the
heat of the day they form themselves into large and nume-
rous swarms, fly in the air like a succession of clouds, and,
as the prophet Joel expresses it,  darken the sun.” Some
insects live under a regular government, and, like the bee,
submit to the authority of a chief: but the wise man
observes, “ The locusts have no king, yet they go forth by
bands.” How just, as Paxton remarks, is this, The head
of the column is directed by their voracious desire of food,
and the rest follow in long succession under the influence
of the same instinct; but the devastations they commit are
as methodical and complete as if they acted under the
strictest. discipline.

§ ili. Explanation of Proverbs by Manners and Customs
of Eastern Nations.

Prov. iii. 8. Healtk to thy navel, &c. * This is the
means of preserving a good habit both of body and soul, and
of remaining under all circumstances cheerful and happy.

“ Sir John Chardin remarks, that in the East it is usual
for the most part -to apply medicines externally, and espe-
cially to the stomach,”—Harmer, vol. iv. p. 417.

Prov. ix. 3. She Rath sent forth her maidens: *She
hath sent forth her attendants and wministers, persons of
uncorrupted purity and sincerity, to invite men with a loud
voice which cannot but be heard by whole cities and coun-
tries. This expression may be illustrated by a passage
from Hasselquist, who, at Alexandria in Egypt, saw ten or
twelve women going about and inviting people to a ban-
quet by a particular kind of cry or noise.”—Parkhurst.
upon the highest places of the city.—** The schools
of the prophets were seated on ‘high places,’ as appears

B2
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from 1 Sam, x. 5. 10, &c., which seems to be the allusion
here of wisdom crying upon the highest places of the city,
to invite those who had a disposition towards her to come
and hear her instructions.”—Bp. Patrick. * Or the ex-
pression may allude merely to the tops of the houses and
parapets, to which it was customary to go, for the purpose
of proclaiming any thing aloud, agreeably to the expression
of our Saviour, ‘Preach ye upon the housetops.” Matt. x.
27."—Calmet.

Prov. xi. 21, Though hand join in hand, &c.—See also
Prov. vi. 1; xi. 15; xvii. 18; xx. 16; xxii. 26; xxvil.
13. ““It was usual to ratify public treaties and bargains,
and to become surety for others, by the striking of hands.
The Hindoos to this day ratify an engagement by one
person laying his right hand on the hand of the other.”—
Ward’s View of the History, &c. of the Hindoos, vol. ii.
p. 328.

The earliest trace of written instruments sealed and
delivered for ratifying the transfer of property, occurs in
Jer. xxxii. 10—12,

Prov. xi. 22. As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is
a fair woman which is without discretion. “It is the
custom in almost all the East, for the women to wear rings
in their noses, in the left nostril, which is bored low down
in the middle. These rings are of gold, and have com-
monly two pearls and one ruby between, placed in the
ring. I never saw a girl or young woman in Arabia or
Persia who did not wear a ring after this manner in her
nostril.”—Sir John Chardin. See Isa. iii. 21.

« Allusion is made in the above proverb to this custom,
as such an ornament would be very ill-placed in the snout
of a swine, which grovels continually in the mire ; so beauty
is equally misplaced in a woman who is without virtue
and discretion.”—Bp. Patrick.

Prov. xiii. 9. The light of the vighteous rejoiceth, but the
lamp of the wicked shall be put out. Sce also Job xxi, 17
xviil. 5, 6. The having a great number of lights is es-
teemed a sign of prosperity and joy inthe East. .In Egypt
they burn lamps in all the inhabited apartments of a house,
all the night long: the poorest people would rather retrench
part of their food than neglect it. Thus, when God pro-
mises to give David a lamp always in Jerusalem, it means
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that his house should never become desolate, but that some
of his posterity should always be kings in-Zion ; for the
destruction and the putting out of lamps or other lights,
were terms which meant one and the same thing. See Jer.
xxv. 10, Harmer’s Observ.

Prov. xiv. 4. Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but
much increase is by the strength of the ox. * If the fields
lie fallow and neglected, a famine will follow; but good
husbandry bestowed upon them makes great plenty. Oxen
were the principal instruments of husbandry in the East,
but especially in Palestine, as the multiplying of horses
was particularly prohibited to the Israelites, Deut. xvii.
16. Oxen were employed not only in ploughing land and
carrying home the crop, but also in treading out the corn.
Deut. xxv. 4.”—Bp. Patrick. Dimock.

Prov. xv. 17. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is,
than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. That is, it is better
to have peace without plenty, than plenty without peace.
‘A dinner of herbs, or of green pottage, was the poorest
entertainment in Eastern countries; and a stalled (or
crammed) ox, an ox put up in a stall, and there fatted, was
esteemed the best entertainment. See Matt. xxii. 4. Luke
xv. 23.”" —Bochart.

Prov. xvi. 14. The wrath of a king is as messengers of
death, &c. The wrath of a king strikes terror into him
with whom he is offended, no less than if the sentence of
death were pronounced against him,

It is usual in Turkey, when a warrant for a person’s death
is procured, for an executioner to carry it to him, and exe-
cute it immediately. The same seems to have been the
case in Palestine. Thus Benaiah was sent by Solomon to
put Adonijah to death (1 Kings ii. 25); and in the same
manner John the Baptist was beheaded (Matt. xiv. 10),
and Haman hanged. Esth. vii. 8—10.

Prov. xvii, 19. He that exalteth his gate seeketh destruc-
tion. ‘ At Gaza, in Palestine,”” says Sandys, (Travels,
p- 117,) “we lodged under an arch in a little court, the
door exceeding low, as are all that belong unto Christians,
to withstand the sudden entrance of the insolent T'urks.”
To exalt the gate would consequently be to court de-
struction.—See p. 139.

The Arabs are accustomed to ride into the houses of

53



30 EXPLANATION OF PROVERBS [cuap. o,

those they design to harass. To prevent this, Thevenot
tells us, (Travels, Part i. p. 181,) that the door of the
house in which the French merchants lived at Rama was
not three feet high, and that all the doors of that town are
equally low.

“ The habitation of a man in power is known by his gate,
which is generally elevated in proportion to the vanity of
the owner. A lofty gate is one of the insignia of royalty ;
such is the Allah Capi at Ispahan, and Bob Homayan, or
the Sublime Port, at Constantinople. It must have been
the same in ancient days: the gates of Jerusalem, Zion, &c.
are often mentioned in the Scripture, with the same notion
of grandeur annexed to them.”’—Morier's Second Journey
through Persia, p. 135, quoted by Burder. To exalt the
gate, therefore, beyond what befits a man’s station being
an evidence of pride, the general sense of the proverb is,
he who carries himself loftily and scornfully. will bring
upon himself destruction.

Prov. xvii. 23. Taketk a gift out of the bosom, &c. ‘‘The
Hebrews used to carry in their bosoms their purse, money,
and all valuables. Thus perhaps the expression here
may not be intended to convey any idea of secrecy, but
merely to mark out something precious and valuable, as
being carried in the bosom.”—Calmet.

“ The Arabs join together the two upper corners of their
hyke, a garment like the plaid of the highlanders in Scot-.
land, and after having placed them first over one of their
shoulders, they then fold the rest of it about their bodies.
The outer fold serves them frequently instead of an apron,
wherein they carry herbs, loaves, corn, &c. There seem
to be several allusions to this in Scripture, as rendering
sevenfold into their bosom, &c.”—Dr. Shaw.

Prov. xx. 26. Bringeth the wheel over them. “Thisisa
metaphor to express the due punishment of the wicked,
taken from the custom of threshing corn, which:in the East
differs essentially from the method practised in. Western
countries. In Isa. xxviii. 27, 28, four methods of threshing
are mentioned, as effected by different instruments; the
flail, the drag, the wain, and the treading.of the cattle.
The staff or flail was used for the grain that was too tender
to be treated in the other methods. The drag consisted of
a sort of frame of strong planks, made rough at the bottom
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with bard stones or iron : it was drawn by horses or oxen
over the corn sheaves spread on the floor, the driver sitting
upon it.. The ‘wain. was much like the former, but had
wheels with iron teeth or edges like a saw; the axle was
armed with iron teeth or serrated wheels throughout; it
moved upon three rollers armed with iron teeth or wheels
to cut the straw.”—Bp. Lowth’s Note on Isa. xxviii; 27.

Prov. xxi. 1. The king's heart, &c. as the rivers of water :
he turneth it whithersoever he will. It is not in the power
of kings, much less of other men, either to do or design
what they please ; but their very wills are subject to the
great Lord of all, who diverts them as easily from what they
intend, or.inclines them to that. which. they resolve against,
as the gardener draws :the streams of water through the
trenches he cuts, into.:'what part of the ground he thinks
good.”—Bp. Patrick. . See p. 155.

Harmer thinks this.probably refers to those canals formed
in::Eastern countries, on which their fruitfulness so much
depends. So the province:of Faoume or Fiom, the richest
province in all Egypt, owes all its fertility, according to
Maillet, to a canal made by art in very ancient times, and
would without it have been absolutely barren, as the want
of keeping this- canal with sufficient care has very much
injured it.—Harmer.

Prov. xxi. 9. In a corner of the housetop. * During the
summer season, it was. usual to ‘sleep .on. the tops of the
houses, which were flat,-and properly guarded by a parapet
wall ; for which purpose, little arbours were formed in them,
This, however pleasant. in- fine weather, must have been
much otherwise in bad weather.”—Harmer. .

In a wide house.. Or, as the margin reads it, a
house of society, large.enough to hold several families.
Houses in the East are. built in the form of a square, with.
an open court-yard in the midst, on each side of which are
the apartments. Dr. Shaw (Travels, p. 207) says, that
the general method of building both in Barbary and the
Levant, seems to have continued the same from the earliest
ages down to this time, without the least alteration or
improvement, The court is for the most part surrounded
with a cloister, over which, when the house has one or
more stories, there is a gallery erected. From the cloister
or galleries, we are conducted into large spacious chambers,
B 4
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of the same length with the court, but seldom or never
communicating with each other. One of them frequently
serves a whole family ; particularly when a father indulges
his married children to live with him, or when several per-
sons join in the rent of the same house,—See Ward's View
of the Hindoos, vol. iil. p. 196.

Prov. xxi. 17. He that loveth oil shall not be rich. Why
not? Oil was much used in rich feasts; it implies, there-
fore, that they who indulge in luxuries, seldom become rich.
Often, says an old writer, those who once could not live
without dainties, have come to want necessaries. * Who
dainties love, shall beggars prove.” See p. 160.

Prov. xxi. 20. There is treasure to be desired and otl
tn the dwelling of the wise, &c. Oil is particularly men-
tioned, partly because that was a considerable part of their
wealth and treasures in those countries ; of which see Deut.
vii. 13 ; xxviii. 40. 51. Judges ix. 9. Mic. vi. 15, &c.;
and partly to show that the wise man, through the blessing
of God’s providence, is often enabled to provide for himself
and his family, not only the necessaries, but even some of
the enjoyments of life. See Prov. xxxi. 10—31.

Prov. xxii. 22. In the gate. The gate of the city was
where public justice was administered. Ruthiv. 1: see
also Prov. xxiv. 7, He openeth not his mouth in the gate:
‘ Never becomes a judge or public magistrate.”—Dr. Wells.

Prov. xxiii. 20. Be not among riotous eaters of flesh,
&c. *“Frequent eating of flesh or animal food, is descrip-
tive of a ruinous, expensive way of living. They eat very
little meat in the East, in comparison of what we do, but
live on milk, rice, bread, fruits, &c. For though the Is-
raelites had flocks and herds in abundance, yet being in a
great measure strangers to trade and manufactures, their
patrimony small, and they numerous, they were forced to
draw all their other conveniences oflife from the profit they
made of their cattle ; and, therefore, they killed very few for
their own use.”—Harmer, vol. ii. p. 95.

Prov. xxiii. 31. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red,
&ec. “Suffer not thine eye to be tempted by beholding with
too much pleasure the pure and grateful colour of wine, when
it shows itselfin the cup, and sparkles through the strength
and spirit that is in it. Red wine is more esteemed in the
East than white. In the Jerusalem Talmud (Tract. de Sab.
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fol. 11) it is commanded that red wine be used for the
purpose of celebrating the passover, as being the best and
most generous. And we are told, in the travels of Olearius,
that it is customary with the Arminian Christians in Persia
to put Brazil wood or saffron into their wine, to give it a
higher colour, when the wine is not so red as they like, as
they set little value on the white wine.,”—Harmer, vol. ii.
p- 142.

Prov. xxiv. 11. To deliver them that are drawn unto
death. * Perhaps this alludes to a very humane precaution,
which, as the Hebrew writers inform us, was used in case of
capital convictions, The condemned criminal was at once
taken from the judgment-seat outside the town for
execution ; and as he was led slowly along, a crier went
before proclaiming his crime, and calling on those who
had aught even then to allege in his behalf, to come forward.
If any one responded to the call, the convict was led back
to the tribunal, for the new evidence to be heard ; and still
further, as it might occur that a person would apply to
the judges to offer evidence while the culprit was led to
execution, a man was stationed at the door of the court-
house, with a linen cloth in his hand, which, when this hap-
pened, he waved it as a signal to another man stationed at
some distance on a swift horse, who immediately rode off
to arrest the execution.”—See Lewis’s Origines. Hebrzz,
vol. i. p. 71. This proverb implies, that if through cow-
ardice, reluctance to incur expense or inconvenience, or
other false excuse, we do not all in our power to rescue the
oppressed, we are in God’s sight accessory to the crime.
Ignorance is no justification where we have the means of
knowledge. See p. 172.

Prov. xxiv. 18. Eat thou honey, &c. Honey was not
only esteemed for its grateful flavour in those countries, but
deemed most useful for the support of human life. Sce Isa.
vii. 15, Ecclus. xxxix. 26. 1 Sam. xiv. 27. Luke xxiv.
41, 42, This is applied (verse 14) to heavenly wisdom,
given *“to be our spiritual food and sustenance,” ¢ sweeter
than honey and the honey comb,” and which therefore ought
to be our daily diet, from the beginning of our days to the
end of them. John vi. 50—54. Gal. ii. 20.

Prov.. xxiv. 26 Every man shall kiss his lps that
giveth a right answer, That is, the judge that pronounces

B S
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right judgments on the causes brought before him, shall be
had in reverence.

“ Kissing a superior:is in Eastern countries a mark of
respect. To kiss a person when appointed king was an act
of homage. Thus Samuel, when he had anointed Saul king,
kissed him, i. e., acknowledged him for his sovereign.
1 Sain. x. 1. So in Ps. ii. 12, Kiss the Son, &c.: submit to
Him, worship Him, love Him. Bp. Pococke, when he de-
scribes the Egyptian compliments, tells us, that on persons
taking any thing from the hand of a superior, or that is sent
from such an one, they kiss it, and as the highest respect,
put it to their forehead.”—Harmer, vol. ii. p. 356.

Prov. xxv. 13. As the cold of snow in the time of harvest,
&c. “ As the mixture of snow with wine in the sultry time
of harvest is pleasing and refreshing, so a successful mes-
senger revives the spirit of his master who sent him, and
who was ready to faint from 'an apprehension of failure.
The practice of cooling wines with snow. was usual among
the Eastern nations.” It was:derived from the Asiatics and
Greeks to the Romans: Plutarch describes the manner in
which they preserved the snow, by.covering it with straw
and coarse cloths unshorn.. In some:hot countries it was
often difficult to obtain it, and they were obliged to search
into the hollow cliffs to.collect it. Mount Hebron; which
was always covered with snow, plentifully supplied the
inhabitants of the country near it, from whence it was often
carried to Tyre. The snow of Lebanon also was celebrated
for this use of it; Lebanon .deriving its name from the
whiteness of the snow which even: in' the heat ‘of summer
covers its top.” —Barry.—Harmer, vol. ii. p. 156.

Prov. xxv. 27. It is not good to eat much honey, &c. Deli-
cious as it is to an Eastern-palate, yet, taken to excess, itis
injurious. Prov. xxv. 16. Sanutus tells us, that the English
that attended Edward I. into the Holy Land, died in great
numbers as they marched in June to-demolish a place, which
he ascribes to the excessive heat, and their intemperate
eating of fruits and honey."—Harmer, vol. ii. p. 60.  See
page 181.

Prov. xxvi. 3. A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass,
&c. According to our English notions, we should rather
say, ‘“ A bridle for a horse, and a whip for an ass.” It should
be considered, however, that the Eastern asses, particularly
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those of the Arabian breed, are much larger, more beauti-
ful, and better goers than ours ; and being active, and well
broken, they need only a bridle to guide them ; whereas,
their horses being scarce and often caught wild, and badly
broken, are much less manageable, and need the correction
of the whip. And as every creature must be ruled according
to its nature, so as some men will not be ruled by reason
and persuasion, therefore severe treatment must be their
portion, as in the case of Pharaoh. Prov. xix. 29.

Prov. xxvi. 17. He that passeth by, and meddleth with
strife belonging mot to him, is like one that taketh a dog by
the ears. Dogs of the bloodhound species were anciently
trained in the East, not only for hunting, but for warlike
purposes. These dogs were very dangerous, and frequently
turned upon their masters. (See Ps. xxii. 20.) This con-
sideration gives additional force to this proverb. Most cities
of the East are, to the present day, infested by a race of
half wild dogs, which belong to no particular person, and
by -consequence have none to feed them, but which act the
part of scavengers, and remove the carrion and garbage
which would otherwise taint the atmosphere. The exposed
dead bodies of criminals, or persons murdered, were fre-
quently devoured by these animals. (See 1 Kings xiv. 11.
2 Kings ix. 35—387.)—Taylor’s Illustrations of the Bible
from the Monuments of Egypt, p. 57.

Prov. xxvii: 9. Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart,
&c. “During our. conversation, some slaves brought a
very richly ornamented silver tripod, filled with burning
coals, upon which some incense was thrown, and it was
presented to us to inhale the fragrant smoke ; and at the
moment we inclined our head, a slave sprinkled some rose-
water over us from a bottle he held in his left hand.”’—
Bramsen’s Tour, and many other references quoted by
Burder.

Probably to such a-custom, so calculated to refresh and
exhilarate, the words of Solomon have an allusion. Per-
fumes were often burnt before persons as a mark of civil
respect. Thus Nebuchadnezzar.(Dan. ii. 46) offered an
oblation and sweet odours to Daniel, not as an act of reli-
gious worship, but to show his great respect for him as a
prophet of that God whom he declares to be the God of
gods. Dan. ii. 47. Dr. Pococke gives an account of an

B 6
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English consul’s waiting on the pasha of Tripoli, on the
pasha’s return from a journey to meet the caravan. Sweet-
meats, coffee, and sherbet, were brought to all, but the
consul alone was perfumed and incensed, the pasha thus
showing his marked vespect for him,

Maillet was received, by some of the chief officers of
Egypt, as consul of France, in much the same way; per-
fume was put upon the coals, and the smoke of them pre-
sented to him. Sec p. 191.

Prov. xxvii. 22. In a mortar among wheat. ** Before
there were any public mills, it was usual for those who
could not afford the expense of a handmill in their houses,
to beat their com with a pestle in a mortar.”—Calmet.
The meaning is; so incurable is the folly and wickedness
of some men, that though to reproofs and chidings you
should add stripes and blows, they would not grow wiser
or better.

‘ Strange as such a mode of expression might appear,
there are traces of such a custom in the East as bruising in
a mortar. Anaxarchus the philosopher was ordered by the
tyrant Nicocreon to be pounded to death in a stone mortar
with iron pestles. Laert. in Vit. Anaxarch. 1. ix. f. 668.
Baron Du Tott mentions it as a punishment sometimes
inflicted on the Ulemats, or lawyers, in Turkey ; and again
in Knolles’s history of the Turks there is the following re-
mark : ¢ As for the guards of the towers who had let prince
Coreski (a prisoner) escape, some of them were empaled,
and some were pounded, or beaten to pieces, in great mor-
tars of iron, wherein they usually pound their rice to reduce
it to meal.’ "—Calmet. See p. 194.

Prov. xxxi. 24 She maketh fine linen and selleth it,
and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. ¢ Girdles were
much used from the peculiarity of their dress. The upper
garment in Eastern countries was an oblong piece of cloth,
square at the corners, having a hem or border all round;
it was something like the plaid of a Scotch Highlander,
about five yards long by five or six feet wide. This dress
was fastened upon the loins by a girdle which went three
or four times round them One end of the girdle was
doubled back, and sewn along the edges, thus serving for

a purse.
“ Girdles were often much ornamented, and formed an
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important article of trafic. Embroidered girdles were
highly valued, especially such as were used by warriors:
for the reward offered for the life of Absalom by Joab was
ten shekels of silver and a girdle. 2 Sam. xviii. 11.

“ The remarkable feature, however, of this description
of the good wife is, that she, not her husband, carried on
traffic in linen and girdles ; but Herodotus mentions Egyp-
tian women as employed in carrying on commerce. The
Arabian historians allude to the same usage as still carried
on, especially by those tribes living in the mountains. The
men deal in wheat, barley, rice, and other productions of
the earth ; the women in buying and selling things woven
—cotton, thread, linen cloth.”—Harmer, vol. iv. p. 343.

§ iv. Explanation of Proverbs by the Mosaic Law.

Prov. iii. 3. Bind them about thy neck, &c. (See also
Prov. vii. 3.) Alluding to the custom of the Jews wearing
on their foreheads and wrists the precepts of the law,
written on slips of parchmenrt, called phylacteries.

Prov. xvii. 1. Better is a dry morsel and quietness there-
with, than an house full of sacrifices with strife. Burnt
offerings were wholly consumed, and the flesh of the sin
offerings and trespass offerings belonged to the priest, but of
the peace offerings which were to be of the best flesh (Lev.
xxil. 21) a considerable part fell to the offerer’s share ; and
it was usual for him to have a feast at home with his friends
on the remains of the animal slain. Thus, a house full of
sacrifices means a house full of good provision. See Prov.
vil. 14.—Calmet.

Prov. xxi. 31. The horse is prepared against the day of
battle, but safety is of the Lord. A recollection of a pecu-
liarity of the Mosaic law adds greatly to the force of this
declaration. That peculiarity was, that while other nations
greatly depended on their cavalry for success in battle, the
Israelites were especially forbidden its use. Deut. xvii. 16.
Hence Joshua houghed all the horses he took after a great
victory (Josh. xi. 6. 9), to prevent the people attributing
their future success in battle to the use of these horses,
Bp. Sherlock has noticed, that it is very much to be re-
marked, that, from the coming out of Egypt to the end of
David’s reign, the people never suffered for want of force
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and strength in war. Troops, few in number, and seem-
ingly unfit for action, supported neither by chariots nor by
horsemen, proved an over-match for royal armies. This
may be verified in the instances of Gideon, Barak, Jephthab,
and Samuel, and of all others called forth by God to save
his people. During this period, also, the kingdom of
Israel was carried to its utmost height by David. He held
the kings about him, how gallantly soever they and their
troops were mounted, under tribute and subjection, though-
he himself rode on a mule, and provided no better equipage
for his son on his coronation day. 1 Kings i. 33, 84.
When David looked back and meditated on this state of
things, he might well say, *“ Some trust in -chariots, and
some in horses, but we will remember the name of the
Lord our God.” Ps. xx. 7; or as this proverb expresses
it, The horse is prepared against the day of battle, but
safety is of the Lord.

The subsequent history of the Israelites presents also
this remarkable fact, that as the princes had prospered and
extended their dominions over great countries when they
had neither chariots nor horses, so they were ruined and
undone when they were strong in those forces.—Compare
1 Kings x. 26. 28, with 2 Chron. xii, 8, 9. . See p. 164.

Prov. xxiii. 11. For their Redeemer is mighty. In the
Hebrew it is, their ‘“near kinsman,” to whom, according
to the Mosaic Law, it belonged to avenge their wrongs and.
to recover and maintain their rights, of which see: Lev.
xxv. 25. Numb. xxxv. 12. Thus Ged is pleased to call
Himself, to show how much He concerns Himself for the
relief of oppressed and injured persons.—Poole. Ps. lxviii.
5. Jer.l. 34. Hos. xiv. 3.

§ v. Explanation of some particular Proverbs.

The remarks on the following proverbs may assist in
the explanation of them :

Prov. ii. 1. Hide my commandments. That is, as men
do their choicest treasures. Matt. xiii. 44.—Poole. Deut.
vi. 6. Ps. cxix. 9. 11. Matt. xiii. 44. Luke ii. 19. 51 ix,
44. Or, keep these precepts in remembrance, for the same
end that corn is sown and covered in the ground.  Patrick.

Prov. ii. 8. He keepeth the paths of judgment. By
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paths or ways are meant counsels and actions. By paths
of judgment are meant righteous paths ; judgment being
put for righteousness, as itis in Ps. xcix. 4, and the mean-
ing is, as the next clause explains it,  He preserves pious
men in their integrity.”” Ps. xxiii, 3. See p. 62.

Prov. ii. 13. 7o walk in the ways of darkness. That is,
of sin, which is often called darkness, as Rom. xin. 12.
Eph. v. 11, because it is a gloomy and perplexed, an
uncomfortable and unsafe way leading to eternal misery.

Prov. iii. 18, She is a tree of life. See also Prov. xi.
30; xiil. 12; xv. 4. This seems an allusion to the tree
of life which God planted at first in Paradise, and which
was to give to man life, health, and immortality. Such is
wisdom to-those who possess it. The only restorer of that
life which we have lost by sin. Rev. xxii. 2. 1 Cor. xv.
292 ; i. 24. 30.

Prov. iii. 32. His secret is.with the righteous. They
are God’s friends, to whom He familiarly imparts, as men
use to do to their friends, his mind and counsels, or his
secret favours and comforts to which other men are strangers.
—Poole. Rev. ii. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 14.—See p. 66.

Prov. iv. 18. The path of the just is as the shining
light. The common course of their lives or actions is pure
and spotless, clear and. certain, safe and comfortable as
light is.  That shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
Just men do daily more and more grow in knowledge and
grace and consolation, until all be perfected and swallowed
up in glory.—Poole. See p. 69.

Prov. iv. 24. Put away from thee a froward mouth.
““ Never speak any thing thyself contrary to truth, honesty,
religion ; nor listen to, nor associate with, those who do
so.”—Bp. Patrick. Eph. iv. 25. 31. 1 Pet. ii. 1.

Prov. v. 22. He shall be holden with the cords of his
sins, Most people who follow unlawful pleasures think
they can give them up whenever they please; but sin
repeated becomes customary; custom soon engenders
habit, and habit in the end assumes the form of necessity ;
the man becomes bound with his own cords, and so is led
captive by the devil at his will.—Dr. A. Clarke. See
p- 73.

Prov. vi. 11. As one that travelleth—as an armed man.
‘¢ As one that travelleth,’ thatis, by surprise ; * as an armed
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man,’ with irresistible violence, leaving thee as naked as if
thou wast stripped by a highwayman.”—Bp. Patrick.—
Calmet.

Prov. vii. 19. The goodman. Literally in Hebrew  the
man,” meaning her husband. In the earlier English writers,
“goodman "’ was a common appellation for the master of
a family. See Matt. xxiv. 43. Luke xii. 39.

Prov. viii. 12. And find out knowledge of witty inventions.
“ That is, help men to find out (as the Spirit is said to
intercede (Rom. viil. 26) when it helps us to do so) all
ingenious designs and contrivances for the glory of God
and the good of man.”—DPoole.

Prov. viil. 3+. Waiting at the posts of my doors. Through
intense desire to learn, waiting for admission before the
gates are opened ; going to the places where true religion
and piety are taught, cultivating all the appointed means of
grace ; daily prayer, meditation, reading of the Holy Scrip-
tures, and not thinking their time lost in attending other
public services than those of the Sabbath. Luke ii. 25.
37. Actsii. 42; xvii. 11,

Prov. viii. 36. Al they that hate me love death. ‘‘ These
words can scarcely signify any thing else than the destruc-
tion brought on the soul by eternal death.”—Dr. Graves.

Prov. ix. 10. Of the koly. Of sacred things, divine
revelations of the Holy God, and of his truth and will.

Prov. x. 4. With a slack hand, &c. With a lazy hand.—
Dr. Wells. Sloth is the mother of poverty. Or the words
may be rendered, the hand of deceit. Without diligence,
honesty can scarcely be expected. Next unto virtue, let
children be trained up to industry, for both poverty and
fraud are commonly the effect of sloth.—Scott.—Bp. Pa-
trick.

Prov. x. 6. Violence covereth the mouth of the wicked.
Their own wickedness shall violently overwhelm the wicked
to their utter confusion. Matt. xxii. 12. Tit. {ii. 11. The
covering of the mouth was a sign of mourning, condemna-
tion, and shame. Esth. vii. 8. Job ix. 24.

Prov. x. 10. He that winketh with the eye, &c. That
is, he that secretly and cunningly designs mischief against
others, causes much sorrow to them, and afterwards to
himself. Ch. vi. 13.

Prov. x. 22, The blessing of the Lord it maketh rick,
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and he addeth no sorrow with it. That is, no sorrow goes
along with the blessing, but what is a blessing itself.

Prov. xi. 29, He that troubleth his own house shall in-
herit the wind. He that brings troubles on his family by
improvidence, or by restless desires after riches, will have
as little satisfaction himself as though he were to seek to
feed upon the wind.

Prov. xi. 31. Behold the righteous shall be recompensed
in the earth, much more the wicked and the sinner. If God
do not let the just and charitable men, they who are so
useful and beneficial to the world, go without correction;
who can think that the wicked, who is good for nothing,
shall escape the just punishment of his many crimes ?—Bp.
Patrick. The Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic, read this
verse as 1 Pet. iv. 18 is translated. See p. 92.

Prov. xii. 9. He that is despised, &c. He is far happier
who makes no show in the world, employing himself in
some inferior occupation, though he have but one servant
(or, as the margin reads it, 1s servant to himself), but
thereby obtains a competency, than he who glories in his
high birth or gay attire abroad, but wants bread to eat
when he comes home.

Prov. xii. 12. The wicked desireth the net o evil men.
“The wicked man desires to employ those means of frau-
dulent circumvention which he sees some crafty oppressors
use to their advantage.”—Bp. Hall.

Prov. xii. 27. The slothful man roasteth not that, &c.—
but the substance of a diligent, &c. ** The slothful man, for
want of exertion, loses even the fruit of his former labours ;
but the diligent man sets a just value on it, and converts
it to its proper use.”—Drs. Doyly and Mant.

Prov. xiil. 2. 4 man shall eat good by the fruit, &e.—
but, &rc.—eat violence. He that speaks well of others, and
gives them faithful counsel, shall reap the benefit thereof
himself; (see also ch. xii. 14.) and they that perfidiously
calumniate or deceive others, shall suffer themselves the
injury which they design to do to their neighbours.—Bp.
Patrick.

Prov. xiii. 8. The ransom of @ man's life are his riches
but the poor heareth not rebuke. The rich, on account of
their wealth, are sometimes accused of high crimes that
they may pay a large sum to save their lives, but nobody
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takes the trouble of finding fault with the poor, or bringing
charges against them.—Bp. Patrick. 2 Kings xxv. 12.

Prov. xiii. 9. The light of the rightcous, &c. *“The
happiness of the righteous shines like the sun, and increases
to their endless joy ; but the happiness of the wicked is as
feeble as the light of a candle, and will soon be extin-
guished.”—Bp. Patrick. Ps. xevii. 11. Matt. xxv. 8.

Prov. xiii. 14. The law of the wise, &c. That is, the
instructions of a good man, which ought to be as a law to
him that receives them.

Prov. xiii. 20. He that walketh with wise men shall be
wise, &c. This expresses the influence of good associates
upon the character. A subject thus beautifully illustrated
by the Persian moralist Saadi. A friend of mine put into
my hands a piece of scented clay; I took it and said to it,
art thou musk or ambergris, for I am charmed with thy
perfume? It answered, I was a despicable piece of clay, -
but I was sometime .in the company of the rose, the.sweet -
quality of my companion was communicated to me, other-
wise I should only be a bit of clay as I appear to be. See

. 109.

P Prov. xiii. 23. Much food is in the tillage of the poor ;

but there is that is destroyed for want of judgment. ‘A

poor man many times makes a plentiful provision for him- -
self and his family out of a few acres of land which he

manages judicionsly and honestly ; but there is a sort of
men whose larger estates are wasted ejther for want of skill

to improve their ground, or because they do not pay the

hireling his wages.”—Bp. Patrick..

Prov. xiv. 3. In the mouth of the foolish is a rod, &ec.
¢ The tongue of the fool is a scourge by which his own pride
is lasbed,” (as was the case with..the Ephraimites, Judges
xii. 1—6) ; “but the lips of the wise (as .in the case of
Paul, Acts xxvi. 1—32) are a safe defence to himself.”—
Bp. Hall.

Prov. xiv. 8. The wisdom of the prudent is to understand
his way. It consists not in vain speculat_ions, nor In curious
prying into other men’s matters, nor in cunmng arts of
deceiving others, but in a diligent study of his own duty,
and of the way to true and eternal happiness. *To know
that which before us lies in daily life, is the prime wisdom.”

——  But the folly of fools is deceit. The wit
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of ungodly men, which, though they account it their wisdom,
is really their folly, is employed only in‘finding out ways
of overreaching and deceiving others and themselves too.—
Poole. Knavery may serve a turn, but honesty is best in
the end. See p. 112,

Prov. xiv. 9. Fools make a mock, &c. Fools laugh and
jeer at those who have committed sin, but good men pity
them, and by their kind reproofs, seek their amendment.
Or, when. fools offend God they make nothing of it, but if
good men in the least offend, they presently beg his pardon,
and seek his grace and favour.—Bp. Patrick. See p. 113.

Prov. xiv. 24. The crown of the wise is their riches ;
but the. foolishness of fools is folly. The first clause here
guides to the interpretation of the last, limiting in this case
the application of the term fools to rich fools; and its
meaning is, when men of wisdom and piety possess riches,
they do so much good with them, that they are as a2 crown
to them, enhancing their reputation, and . enlarging their
sphere of usefulness; but such is the folly of wicked men,
that their wealth makes:.them the more vile, and serves to
render their folly more canspicuous.

Prov. xiv. 80. A sound heart is the life, &c. A quiet,
honest,: contented mind, conduces much to health and hap-
piness.—Dr. Wells. Ps. cxix. 80. 2 Tim. i. 7. See p. 118.

Prov. xv. 4. 4 wholesome tongue, &c. A sound or a
healing tongue, which imparts sound advice, or pacifies
anger. See p. 121.

Prov. xv.-15.. Al the days of the afflicted are evil, but
he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast. Affliction
or poverty without a cheerful spirit renders a man’s life
wretched, but with it much habitual satisfaction may be
enjoyed, even in very unfavourable circumstances.—Scott.
By .a merry heart Lord Bacon understands a good con-
science.

Prov. xv. 24, The way of life is above to the wise. *“He
that is truly wise, has his affections and conversation above ;
and in the holy way of obedience walketh to eternal life.”
~—Bp. Hall. See p. 126.

Prov. xv. 27. He that hateth gifts, &c. More especially
referring to bribes given to corrupt judgment. See Exod.
Xviil. 21 ; xxiii. 8. Deut. xvi. 19. Isa. xxxiii. 15, 16.and
p. 110.
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The tempting influence of gifts on most men is referred
to, ch. xvii, 8. 23 ; xviii. 16 ; xix. 6; xxi. 14,

Prov. xv. 80. The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart ;
and a good report, &c. The light which we see with our
eyes, and by the help of which we see many pleasant ob-
jects, is a great comfort and refreshmeut (see Eccles. xi. 7);
so good tidings contribute to cheerfulness and health. Ps.
Ixxxix. 15, 16. Lunkeii. 10.20. 8 John 3. A good report
may also refer to having a good name, being well spoken
of by others (see Prov. xxn. 1. Eccles. vii. 1); the im-
portance of which, as well as the duty of diligently seeking
it, is often urged in Scripture. Refer to Acts vi. 3. the
deacons; x. 22. Cornelius; xvi. 2. Timothy ; xxii. 12.
Ananias ; Phil. iv. 8, good report. 1 Tim. v. 10. Heb. xi.
2. 39. 3 John 12.

Prov. xv. 81. The reproof of life. Salutary reproof
which tends to life. See p. 177 on Prov. xxv. 12.

Prov. xvi. 1. The preparations of the heart, &c. The
literal version of the original gives the best and truest sense
of this text. To man are the dispositions of the heart, but
from the Lord is the answer of the tongue : i. e. man has
a power over his thoughts to propose and dispose, to intend
and contrive ; but to bring such thoughts to effect, and even
to utter them with the tongue, especially to utter them
wisely, depends wholly upon God.” See Prov. xvi. 9.
33. and p. 129.

Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord hath made, &c. God made all
things to manifest his own glorious attributes; and even
wicked men, whose existence and frequent prosperity may
seem scarcely reconcilable with the Divine perfections, will,
in the end, be found to furnish the strongest proof of his
long-suffering in bearing with their iniquities, and of his
power and justice in punishing their incorrigible depravity ;
upon such men *the day of evil” will certainly come.—
Bp. Tomline. He that wept over Jerusalem at length de-
stroyed it. Luke xix. 41—44. He that died for sinners, is
coming in flaming fire to take vengeance on them that know
not God, and obey not the Gospel. 2 Thess.i.8, Seep.
130.

Prov. xvi. 6. By merey and truth iniquity is purged, &c.
It is not an outward sacrifice that God regards in his re-
mission of the punishment of our sins; but wherc He finds
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mercy to the poor, and uprightness of heart towards Him-
self and men, there He is graciously pleased to forbear his
judgments ; inasmuch as these graces being wrought in us
by his Spirit, cannot but proceed from a true faith, whereby
our sins are purged.—Bp. Hall. Dan. iv. 27. Luke xi.
41. And by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil ; of
which Joseph (Gen. xxxix. 9), Obadiah (1 Kings xviii. 3),
and Nehemiah (Neh. v. 15), are striking nstances.

Prov. xvi. 11. Al the weights of the bag are his work.
“ That is, God requires exact justice in all our dealings,
and therefore it is our duty to take care that the weights
and the balance be just.”—Dr. Wells. In the margin, < All
the stones.” Stones were anciently used for weights. See
p- 49 on Prov. xx. 10.

Prov. xvi. 17. The highway of the upright, &c. The
habitual and accustomed course of the upright.

Prov. xvi. 21. The wise in heart shall be called prudent.
1 Sam. xvi. 18. Acts xiii. 7, and the sweetness of the lips
increaseth learning. ‘“ He who has the powerful charms
of eloquence to convey his mind pleasantly to others, adds
a greater value to his wisdom, and makes it more diffusive
as well as more instructive to the world.”—Bp. Patrick.
Eccles. xii. 10. Isa. 1. 4. Luke iv. 22. John vii. 46.

Prov. xvi. 26. He that laboureth, laboureth for himself,
for his mouth craveth it of him. The scope of this proverb
is to urge men to diligence in their calling, from a consider-
ation that it is for their own use and benefit. Each man’s
own mouth, as it were, beggeth him to labour, that it may
have something to put into it for its own comfort and the
nourishment of the whole body. See Poole. Bp. Hall.
1 Thess. iv. 11, 12. 2 Thess. iii. 10. Ch. ix. 12, enforces
the same consideration in regard to religious instruction.
It is for our own profit, and the mischief of profane jeers
and scoffs at it, will fall only on ourselves, not on our
instructor.

Prov. xvi. 27. Diggeth up evil. Prosecutes his evil
designs with great industry, as one who searches with great
toil after a hidden treasure. Thus Saul persecuted David
(1 Sam. xviii, 21, 22, &c.); and Ahab, Elijjah (1 Kings
xviii. 10); the people devised devices against Jeremiah
(Jer. xviii. 18), and the chief priests against our Lord,
seeking false witnesses against Him. Matt, xxvi. 59.



46 EXPLANATION OF PROVERBS, [cnap,

Prov. xvi. 30, He shutteth his eyes. ‘ Expressing the
profound study with which he contrives the ruin of others."”
—DBp. Patrick. : :

Prov. xvii. 8. The fining-pot is for silver and the furnace
Jor gold, but the Lord tricth the hearts. 'The art of man
hath found out means to prove whether gold or silver be
pure or no ; but none can search into the secrfet thoughts,
designs, and inclinations of men'’s souls, but the Lord ; who
(as those metals are tried by fire) many times proves and
discovers what they are by sharp afflictions and-troubles.
See p. 136. Bp. Patrick.

Prov. xvii. 17. 4 friend loveth, &c. and a brother, &c.
Prosperity gains friends, and adversity tries them. A true
friend becomes a brother in adversity. He was a friend
before, this makes him a brother.—Bp. Patrick. See p.
138. The latter clause of this proverb may also suggest
that relations, brothers and sisters, should in an especial
manner be careful and tender of one another:in affliction.
Brotherly love does more for a family than riches.

Prov. xvii. 24. Wisdom is before him that hath under<
standing, as a rule to walk by (Ps, cxix. 105), as the mark
he aims at (Phil. iii. 13, 14); but the eyes of a fool are in
the ends of the earth. His mind, wandering after every ob-
Ject, fixes on nothing that will avail to hisgood. Neglect-
ing his proper business, he minds those ‘things most- which
are remotest from him, and which least concern hinr.

Prov. xviil. 2. A4 fool katk no delight, &c. ‘A fool -will
never take pleasure in true understanding, but all the design
of his studies is to make a vain ostentation of wisdom to
others.—Bp. Patrick. Grotius.

Prov. xviil. 3. When the wicked cometh, &c. Where-
soever the wicked cometh, he is apt to:cast contempt -and
reproach on others.—Bp. Hall. Acts xxiv. 5. Tertullus.

Prov. xviii. 4. The words of a man's mouth, &c. This
sentence expresses the depth, the abundance, the clearness,
and the force of the counsels of the wise man.—Calmet.

Prov. xviii. 5. To accept the person of the wicked. To
show favour or partiality to the wicked : as when the false
evidence of the witnesses against Naboth were for Jezebel's
sake accepted: 1 Kings xxi. 9—13.

Prov. xviii. 8; xxvi. 22. The words of a talebearer
are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of
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the belly. A whisperer of false stories makes a great show
of harmlessness, if not of love and kindness, when he back-
bites others, nay, seems perhaps to do it very unwillingly,
with great grief of heart; and not without excuses for the
persons from whom he detracts ; but his words give them
the most deadly wound, and sink deep into the minds of
those that hear them.—Bp. Patrick. 1 Sam, xxi. 7 ; xxii.
9—16.

Prov. xviii. 9. Is brother.to him. “ Is little better than
he that is a great spender; he equally consumes the estate
with which he is entrusted.”—Bp. Hall. Sloth and ex-
travagance are nearly related. Of all prodigality that of
time 1s the worst. An idle man is a burden to his friends,
an eye-sore to his kindred, the shame of his name, the ruin
of his house, and the bane of his posterity.—Bp. Sanderson.
Prov. xxiii. 21.

Prov. xviii. 10. The name of the Lord, &c. That s, the
Lord, as He hath revealed Himself in His works, and espe-
cially. in his Word, by his promises and the declarations of
his infinite perfections, and of his good-will to his people.

-—Poole. Exod. xxxiv. 5—7. See p. 142.

Prov. xviii. 20. A man's belly shall be satisfied with the
Sfruit of his mouth. Wise and edifying discourses tend to
the comfort and satisfaction of the speaker as well as to
the good of the-hearer.—Poole.

Prov. xviii. 21. Deatk and life are in the power of the
tongue, and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. It i
a great power which the tongue hath, whether for life or
death ; good words tend to life, evil unto death, whether
to ourselves or others; and according as a man would
rather to improve it, so shall it speed with him either way.
~—Bp. Hall. This latter clause may intend either a caution
against the love of talking, see Prov. x. 19. James i. 19,
or that men will receive either good or evil, as they accus-
tom themselves to speak well or ill. Eccles. x. 12—14.
It has been remarked that a .word unspoken is like a sword
in the scabbard—thine ; if vented, thy sword is in ano-
ther's hand ; and on Prov. xiii. 3, which also relates to the
regulation of the tongue, that he that blunts out every thing
that comes into his head, not minding what he says, is in
the ready way to ruin. See p. 144.
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Prov. xix. 2. He that hasteth—sinneth, * ¢ He that
hasteth, stumbleth or falleth.” He that comes rashly to his
determinations, without weighing all the circumstances,
cannot but stumble and err.”—DBp. Hall. As good not
know as not consider. Neglect from inconsiderateness,
want of attention, and looking about to see what we have to
do, being often attended, as Bp. Butler has remarked, with
consequences as dreadful as any active misbehaviour from
the most extravagant passion. See also ch. xviii. 13, and
D 147.

Prov. xix. 10. Delight is not seemly for a fool, much
less for a servant (o have rule over princes. A foolish man
is unable to make a good use of pleasures, often destroying
himself by them ; but power is still less suited to a man of
low origin and base disposition, who is intolerably insolent
when he can domineer over his superiors. See also ch.
xxx. 22.  Eccles. x. 6, 7. No mans fit to govern another
who cannot govern himself.

Prov. xix. 22. The desire of a man is his kindness, i. e.
of the poor man expressed in the next clause. The-hearty
will and desire of being kind or liberal to others in neces-
sity, is all the kindness which a poor man can show, and
is accepted of God, and should be owned by men as a real
kindness. 2 Cor. viii. 12. Poole.

————  A4nd a poor man is beiter than a liar. If
a wealthy man promise much and perform nothing, a poor
man who is unable to undertake or perform is better than
he.—Bp. Hall. Be careful in your promises and just in
your performances ; and remember it is better to do and
not promise, than to promise and not perform. Promise
little, do much. See p. 148.

Prov. xix. 27. That causeth to err from the words of
knowledge. “ By ‘the words of knowledge ’ we are here to
understand, generally, the precepts of virtue and religion ;
and the sum of the advice given 1s, that we should be careful
to guard against the arts and insinuations of such as set
themselves up for teachers of infidelity and irreligion, who
with a show of wit, genius, eloquence, and learning, en-
deavour to argue young persons out of their religious
scruples, and excite their contempt of their pious parents,
or minister, under the pretence of enlarging their minds,
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and freeing them from the shackles of prejudice and super-
stition,” Mark iv. 24. Luke viii. 18. Isa. viii. 20. 1 John
iv. 1. Bp. Sherlock. Scott.

Prov. xx. 10. Divers weights, &c. See also ch. xx. 23.
p- 153. That is, one set of weights and measures to buy
with, and another to sell with, &c. are an abomination to
the Lord ; and under these is included all manner of fraud
and deceit in commerce and trade. *‘Indeed, the strong
language of Scripture in many places on this subject, de-
mands the most serious consideration of all persons engaged
in buying and selling.”—Scott. 1 Thess. iv. 6. See also
p- 45, on Prov. xvi. 11.

Prov. xx. 11. Even a child is known by his doings, &c.
“TItis not ditficult, by the conduct and disposition of a person
in childhood, to judge what is to be hoped or feared of him
in riper years; either good or evil begins to show itself
betimes.”—Bp. Hall. As in the case of Ishmael (Gen.
xxi. 9. Gal. iv. 29) and Samuel. 1 Sam. i. 28; ii. 18;
iii. 19,

Prov. xx. 12. The hearing ear and the seeing eye, tke
Lord hath made even both of them. 'There are ears which
hear not, and eyes that see not; but if a man have an
hearing ear and a seeing eye, he is doubly bound to God,
both for his sense and the improvement of it.—Bp. Hall.
We are here reminded that we derive from God all that
we have and all that we are; and that, therefore, none
ought to take glory to himself for any excellent qualities of
mind or body which he may possess.—Calmet. See p. 152.

Prov. xx. 25. It is a snare to the man who devoureth, &c.
‘“ A man vows in his distress to give something to God, but
having obtained his desire, studies how he may be loosed
from his obligation.”—Bp. Patrick. Numb, xxx. 2.
Eccles. v. 4, 5. The evasions men often use with their
own consciences, show how deceitful the heart of man is.

Prov. xxi. 4. The ploughing of the wicked. The designs
and contrivances of the wicked, or the common and in
themselves lawful actions of their life, partake of sin, be-
causc nothing they do is from a right motive. This may
be illustrated by the parable of the great supper, in the con-
duct of those who made their lawful engagements an excuse
for neglecting the Gospel. Luke xiv. 18, 19. 24, Sce
Prov. x. 16.

Cc
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Prov. xxi. 6. Is a vanity tossed to and fro, &e. ““Isnot
more durable than heaps of chaff or clouds of smoke, which
are soon dissipated by the wind.”—DBp. Patrick. Jer. xvii.
11. 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10.

Prov. xxi. 8. The way of man is froward and strange ;
but as for the pure, his work is right. As a man is, so are
his works. Man by nature being estranged in heart from
God (Rom. viii. 7), the course of his life will be one of
ungodliness (Gal. v. 19—21); while the truly converted
man will show the purity of his heart by the holy fruits of
the Spiritin his life. Gal. v. 22—24. See Patrick. Poole.
See p. 159. ’

Prov. xxi. 16, The man that wandereth out of the way
of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the
dead. This proverb shows their imminent danger of final
apostasy, and of condemnation to eterna] death, who turn
aside from the truth. (2 Pet. ii. 20, 21, Heb. vi. 4—8.)
It furnishes a solemn caution to the children of pious
parents. The word congregation seems to intimate the
multitude who do evil, and the increased danger, therefore,
of following them, Matt, vii, 13. See p. 160.

Prov. xxi. 25. The desire of the slothful killeth him.
“ The unsatisfied desires of the slothful wear him out: or
refusing to labour, he is tempted to plunder, and so comes
to an untimely end. He thinketh to live by wishing and
desiring all things ; but will take no pains to get aught.”
—Secott. First deserve and then desire.

Prov. xxii. 2. The rich and poor meet together. * The
obvious meaning of this proverbial speech is, that the
rich and poor are mingled or rather associated together as
members of the same community, under very different cir-
cumstances, indeed, as to their outward appearance and
condition, but with a2 manifest equality as to their nature
and origin. (Job xxxi. 15; xxxiv. 19. Rev. xx. 12.)
¢ The Lord is the maker of them all,’ ordering their present
inequality for their mutual good.”—See Dean Moss.
1 Cor. xii. 21.

Prov. xxii. 9. He that hath a bountiful eye, &c. He
who, like Job (ch. xxix. 13), freely gives, and delights to
afford pleasure to others ; opposed to him who has an evil
eye, as alluded to Prov. xxii. 6, “ Eat thou not the bread
of him that hath an evil eye,” &c., referring to the envious
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or covetous man, who, though from motives of ostenta-
tion, and wishing to be thought liberal, may give entertain-
ments, grudges in his heart what his guests take. See also
Matt. xx. 15. Is thine eye evil, &c.—Calmet.

Prov. xxii. 16. And he that giveth to the rich. * He that
giveth to the rich and powerful, to induce them to wink at
his oppression of others.”—Dr. Wells.

Prov. xxii. 27. If thou hast nothing to pay, &c. Inti-
mating that if you have been so foolish as to become surety
beyond what you were worth, the creditor will become so
angry at your deception as to proceed to extremities against

ou.

d Prov. xxiii. 2. Put a knife to thy throat. * Be careful, by
all means, to restrain thy wanton appetite, if thou be a man
given to please thy palate.”—Bp. Hall. ¢ This is a bold
Eastern phrase, expressive of the absolute necessity of re-
straining the appetites, and intimating that there is as much
danger in indulging them, as there is in running against a
knife applied to the throat.”—Dr. Durell. God’s re-
straints of the appetite only say, Do thyself no harm.
Matt. xviii. 8, 9. See p. 168.

Prov. xxiv. 5. A wise man is strong, &c. Able by wis-
dom to do greater things than others can accomplish by
their own strength.—Poole. Ch. ix. 10. See p. 170.

As illustrating the superiority of wisdom over natural
force, or, as Lord Bacon expresses it, that “ knowledge is
power,” may be noticed the invention of the inclined plane,
the wedge, the screw, the pulley, the lever, and the steam-
engine, by which one man can do the labour of a hundred,
or even a thousand men.

Prov. xxiv. 27. Prepare thy work without, &c. * Get thy
estate in good order, and then go and build thy house.”—
For if the house be built, and the land neglected, another
man will be likely to possess both of them. Take care to
furnish yourself with such things as are necessary, before
you procure such things as are for ornament and comfort.
Prefer a mean habitation to going in debt. Prov. iv. 26.

Prov. xxv. 8. The heaven Jor height, and the earih for
edpth, and the heart of kings is unsearchable.—This pro-
verb suggests a caution against rash condemnation of the
counsels and designs of those in authority, from it being as
impossible often for persons in private stations to form a

c2
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Jjust judgment on the subject, as it is exactly to discover the
height of heaven, or the depth of the earth, or discern what
is contained in them.

Prov. xxv. 15. A soft tongue breaketh the bome. A
gentle and submissive answer is generally the most effectual
to soften the hardest heart. See p. 178.

Prov. xxv. 20. As vinegar upon nitre, &c. By the
natron or nitre of the ancients, is not meant what we now
call nitre or saltpetre, but the mineral alkali called soda by
chemists, which occasions a strong fermentation with all
acids. Thus, in the passage before us, the unsuitableness
of the singing of songs to a heavy heart, is very finely com-
pared to the opposition which subsists between vinegar and
nitre.—Dr. Shaw. See p. 180.

Prov. xxv. 22. Thou shalt heap coals of fire, &c. If
he have the least spark of goodness in him, it will work a
change in his mind, and make him throw off all his enmi-
ties; or, if it have the contrary effect, he shall have so
much the sorer punishment, and thou shalt not lose thy
reward, which the Lord Himeelf will give thee.—Bp,
Patrick. This may be illustrated by the history of Saul
and David. Saul's hard heart was for a time melted by
David’s noble spirit of forgiveness (1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 21), and
the Lord rewarded David, by giving him rest from all his
enemies (2 Sam. vii. 1), and establishing him on the throne
of Israel. 2 Sam. vii. 8, 9. 12. ‘

The metaphor seems to be taken from founders, who
melt the hardest metals by heaping coals of fire upon them.
—Poole.

Prov. xxvi. 2. As the bird by wandering, as the swallow
by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come. The mean-
ing of this proverb has been variously explained. Curses
which fly out of men’s mouths causelessly, shall no more
fall where they intend, than a swallow which wanders uncer-
tainly, or a dove which flies away swiftly will settle accord-
ing to their direction.—Bp. Patrick. See p. 182.

Evils, natural or moral, owe not their being to chance,
like the accidental flight of birds in this or that direction,
but are all directed by the will of an all-wise and superin-
tending Providence.—Dr. Durell.

Prov. xxvi. 6. He that sendeth a message by the hand of
a fool, cutteth off the feet and drinketh damage. He that
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sends a message by an indiscreet or wicked person, puts
himself to much pain, disables himself, and retards his
affairs. The Targum explains it of a slothful messenger,
who being sent on an errand is dilatory, does not make
haste to bring back the answer, which is very vexatious to
them that send him. Drinking, in Scripture, denotes the
plentiful doing or receiving of any thing. Job xv. 16.
They who are greatly afflicted, are said to drink the cup.
See p. 183.

Prov. xxvi. 7. The legs of the lame are not equal, so is
a parable in the mouth of fools. “A wise saying as ill
becomes a foolish or ungodly man, as dancing does
a cripple; for as his lameness never so much appears
as when he would seem nimble, so the other’s folly is
never so ridiculons as when he would seem wise.”—
Bp. Patrick.

Prov. xxvi. 8. As he that bindeth a stone in a sling, so is
he that giveth honour to a fool. The honour bestowed upon
a foolish or ungodly man 1s thrown away as a stone is from
a sling; or as he that putteth a precious stone in a heap of
stones. (See margin.) The precious stone, in the one
case, and the honour in the other, is thrown away and lost.
—Dr. Durell. Parkhurst. See p. 183.

Prov. xxvi. 25, There are seven abominations in his
heart. That is, a great variety of secret wickedness in his
heart,—Bp. Hall. See p. 185.

Seven is sometimes put in Scripture for many, a great
number. Thus, Prov. xxvi. 16, the sluggard is wiser in
his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason;
that is, than many wise men. Amos often repeats, “1
will not pardon the seven ;” that is, the numerous sins of
Damascus, of Edom, of Gaza, of Tyre, of Ammon, &c.
Amos i. 3. 6. 9. 13, ii. 4. 6.—Calmet.

Prov. xxvii. 14. He that blesseth his friend, &c. “That
is, lavishes on him flattering and unseasonable commenda-
tions.”—Dr. Isham. Jer. xxviit. All are not friends that
speak us fair, and hence we should love those who advise,
rather than those who praise us.

Prov. xxvii. 19. As in water, face answereth to fuce,
so the heart of man to man. A man may see himself while
he looks upon other men, as well as know other men, by
considering his own inclinations.—Lord Bacon. Ps. xxxiii.
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15. See p. 193. He who understands his own heart, has
the key to all others.

Prov. xxvii. 20. Hell and destruction, &c. Meaning
the grave, the state of the dead. So the eyes of man, &c.
“ So the eyes of man, and also his desires, are never satis-
fied, but require some new object to please them.”—Dr.
Wells.

Prov. xxvii. 26. The goats are the price of the field, &c.
“¢ Are for the price of the field;’ by selling thy goats thou
wilt pay for the cultivation of thy land, or purchase it for
thyself.”—Calmet.

Prov. xxviii. 5. Understand all things. Understand all
that is necessary for the discharge of their present duty to
God and man, and for the attainment of eternal happiness.

Prov. xxviii. 12. A4 man is kidden. Good men are forced
to hide themselves, as was the case with Samuel, when
Saul became wicked.

Prov. xxviil. 17. A man tkat doeth violence to the blvod
of any person, shall flee to the pit; let no man stay him.
He that takes away the life of any man unjustly, shall
speedily be destroyed, being pursued by vengeance and
the horrors of a guilty conscience ; none shall attempt to
save him. Gen. ix. 6. Exod. xxi. 14. Numb. xxxv. 31.
—Poole. See p. 199.

Prov. xxviii.21. To have respect of persons is not good, for
Jfor a piece of bread that man will transgress. On this verse
Lord Bacon remarks, that men may be bribed by something
else besides money to pervert justice. Easiness of humour
in a judge is more pernicious than the corruption of bribes.
. ... One person shall be respected as his countryman,
another as an ill-tongued man, another as a rich man,
another as a favourite, another as commended by a friend,
&c. and thus for a very slight matter, as it were for a bit of
bread, judgment is perverted. Ch. xviii. 5; xxiv. 23.

Prov. xxviii. 24. Is the companion of a destroyer. “Is,
for the heinousness of his sin, in the next degree to a mur-
derer.”—Bp. Hall.

Prov. xxix. 9. Whether he rage or laugh, there is mo
rest. * Whether a wise man deal with him seriously and
severely, or jestingly, he will not be able to prevail, either
for his own peace or the other’s reformation.”—Bp. Hall,
Such an obstinate fool was Nabal. 1 Sam. xxv. 17,
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Prov. xxix. 12. If « ruler hearken o lies, ull his ser-
vants are wicked. *‘ When flattcrers, slanderers, and false
teachers are encouraged by the prince, good men either
retire or are driven from employment under him, so that all
affairs come into the management of the most unprincipled
men in the nation, to the irreparable disgrace and injury of
both prince and people.”—Scott. Thus, Ahab preferring
falsehood to truth, was surrounded with false prophets.

Prov. xxix. 13. The poor and the deceitful man meet toge-
ther, the Lord lighteneth both their eyes. See also ch. xxii. 2.
The debtor and the usurer, the poor and those who defraud
and oppress them, meet both together, and the Lord causeth
his sun to shine on them both, maintaining them both in
life, doing good outwardly even to the worst deserving.
This should lead us to admire the long-suffering of God,
and to pity and bear with each other.—See Bps. Hall, Pa-
trick.

Prov. xxix. 18. Whkere there is no vision the people perish.
Where there are none to instruct the people aright, and ex-
pound the word of God faithfully to them. Prophets were
anciently called seers, i. e. men who see further than others
into divine things. 1 Sam. ix. 9. This maxim strongly
inculcates the duty of sending missions, and especially of
providing for the religious instruction of those in our own
country. See p. 205.

Prov. xxix. 19. A4 servant, &c. “ A slave, and one that
1s of a servile nature, is not to be amended by reason and
persuasion ; though he hear, and understaud too, what you
say, he will not obey, till he be forced to it by more rigorous
treatment.”—See Bp. Patrick.

Prov. xxix. 21. He that delicately bringeth up, &ec.
“He that expresses too much tenderness for a servant,
thereby makes him become saucy, so that he will at last
assume too much authority.””—Dr. Wells. 1 Cor. vii. 20.
Eph. vi. 5.

Prov. xxix. 24. Hateth his own soul. ¢ Brings upon
himself the same guilt with the thief himself.”—Bp.
Patrick.

He heareth cursing, and bewrayeth it not. *“ He
heareth men urge with oaths respecting the theft, and yet
keeps his wicked counsel, and discovers not the malefactor.”
—DBp. Hall.
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Prov. xxix. 26. But every man’s judgment cometh from
the Lord. * Men eagerly solicit the favour and protection
of princes, but they forget God, who is the Judge supreme
both of prince and people.”—Calmet.

To make it easy to refer to any proverbs explained in
this chapter, the reader is directed to the General Index,
p- 211. The intention of the writer, in arranging the
proverly 3hs they occur in the first four sections, was to
illustrate to the young the importance of a knowledge of
geography, natural history, manners and customs of Eastern
nations, and of the Mosaic Law, &c., in the study of the
Bible generally, by showing its value even in one of those
parts of Scripture where they might have thought some of
those topics were least applicable. All knowledge may
become, through the divine blessing, subservient to divine
knowledge,—as the bee gathers honey from every flower.
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CHAPTER 1V.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROYERES BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,

ConTENTS :—§ 1. Pamrt 1. Chap. i.—ix. §2. Pant II. Chap. x.—
xxii. 16. § 3. Pamr ITl. Chap. xxii. 17—xxiv. § 4. Parr 1V.
Chap. xxv.—xxix. § 5. Parr V. Chap. xxx. xxxi.

A ramiLiar acquaintance with the Book of Proverbs being,
as already alluded to, of so much importance to the young,
as a treasury to them of thought and wisdom, it is hoped the
following mode of treating it may promote this object. The
association of a proverb with a suitable example from Scrip-
ture, having the benefit of—aiding the memory in retaining it
—giving a clearer idea of its meaning—and leading to a profit-
able comparison of Scripture with Scripture. Examples, as
Bp. Hall remarks, are the best rules for inexperience.

In reference to the use to be made of this chapter, the fol-
lowing hints are offered : —

1. The tract may be given to the pupil, and he may be re-
quired fully to inform himself on all that is said on any
one or more of the proverbs, with a view to a subsequent
examination on such portion. Or,

2. A class with their Bibles in their hands, may be required
to refer to any particular proverb, which, having been read
and explained, the question may be asked, Can you give any
examples from Scripture illustrating this proverb? And an
appropriate example, which has not been noticed in the
tract, may perhaps occur to one or other in the class. Such
previous inquiry, whether it issue in this result or not, will
tend to prepare the mind for greater attention to the illus-
trations actually given, and which may then form the sub-
ject of investigation.

The References and Remarks* in the second column are in-
tended to suggest the practical improvement to be derived
from the proverb ;—a subject never to be lost sight of, as
without the personal application of Scripture to our own
state and circumstances, a knowledge of its history is of
comparatively little use.

® The writer is anxious to acknowledge that most of these remarks
are borrowed ; and many of them being proverbial, he has not known to
whom he is indebted for them.
c 5
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§ 1. PART I. CHAP. L.—IX.

[Ch. i. 5,

Ch.i. 5. A wise man will hear, and will inoreass learning; and a man

of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels.

The Apostles. Many would not hear our Lord, and
others who had professed themselves our Lord’s dis-
ciples, offended by what they could not immediately
understand, turned away (Jokw vi. 60. 66); but the
Apostles, though often perplexed (Luke xviii. 34), often
reproved by our Lord, and sometimes sharply, con-
tinued with him. (Luke xxii. 28.) They increased in
learning (Matt. xiii. 11. 16), and attained, especially
after our Lord’s resurrection (Jokn ii. 22; xii. 16),
such a knowledge of the mysteries of the Gospel, as to
be alle to instruct many others in the knowledge of
it. Aets ii. Proo. x. 17.

The Ethiopian nobleman, though so superior in reli-
glaus knowledge to most of his countrymen, sensible of
his own defects, did not think himself too wise to learn
even from 3 stranger much his inferior in rank. 4ots
viii. 27—39 *.

They of the ecircumcision, who contended with Peter,
showed a mind open to conviction, and obtained by it
a clearer knowledge of the Gospel. Aets xi. 2—18.

Sergius Paulus, held in reputation for his intelligence
and abilities, and a Roman of high rank, yet though
educated a heathen, heard Paul, 2 despised Jew, and
became a Christian. Aets xiii. 7. Prov. xviii. 15.

The Bereans. 4dcts xvii. 11, 12.

Apollos, though an eloquent man, and mighty.in the
Scriptares, and already instructed in the way of the
Lord, did not disdain further instruction, and in so
doing greatly inereased his own knowledge and uscful-
ness, Aects xviii. 24—28 ; 1 Cor. iii. 6.

Prov. ix. 9.

Job xxvlil. 26.
James 1. 19.

It is well to Jearn
even from- an ene-
my.

Wise men are al-
ways learning.

“If our stock of
knowledge be not
increasing, it s
wasting.”
‘‘How much more
doth it concern us
to be hearers ere we
offer to be teachers
of others.—He ga-
thers that hears, he
spends that teach-
eth. If we spend
before we gather. we
shall soon prove
bankrupts.” — Bp.
Hall.
Litany :

¢ That it may
please Thes to give
to all thy people in-
crease. of grace to
bhear meekly thy
word, to receive it
with pure affection,
and bring forth the
fruits of the-Spirit.”
Ps. exix. 34.

Seet on Prov, xii.
15.

L 7. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;

Abraham made the fear of the Lord the foundation
of the education of hia children, and the instruction. of
his household. Gen. xviii 19.

Jethro. This was the principle of his advice to
Moses respecting the choice of fit persons to judge the
Israelites. Erod. xviil. 21.

Eunice, thus brought up Timothy, taking the Holy
Scriptures for her guide. 2 Tim. i. 8 ; iii. 15,

but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Cain despised God’s instruction. Gen. iv. 6—8.
Hophni and Phiueas, hating knowledge, and not
choosing the fear of the Lord (1 Sam. ii. 12. Prov. i.
29), despised their father’s instruction. 1 Sam. ii. 25.

Prov. viii. 13;. ix,
10 ;. xxiii. 17,

Ps. cxd. 10.

Jer. ix, 23, 24,

Holiness is the right
path to knowledge.

The end of learning
is to know God, and
out of that know-
ledge to love and
imitate Him.

® This new convert planted a flourishing church in Ethiopia.

Irenzus. Eusebius.

+ Where the words *“see on " are thus used, it refers to a proverb illustrated in

this chapter.
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Rehoboam, the son and suceessor of Solomon. 1 Kings
xii, 13.

‘The Athenian: philosophers despised God’s messen-
ger gent to instruct them in the knowledge of God as
revealed in Christ. (Acts xvii. ]8.2 Their folly in so
doing appears from Jokn xvii. 3. (See on Prov. xiv.G.)

The Jews and Greeks, who rejected the Gospel.
1 Cor. i. 18. 23, 24.
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Litany :

“ From contenpt
of thy word, good
Lorq, deliver us.”
Collect for 2nd 3un-
day afler Trinity.

Ch.i. 8,9. My son, hear the instruction of thy futher, and forsake not
the law of tey-mother: for they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head,

and chains about thy neck.

As: Abraham was very careful in the religious in-
struetion of his children (Gen. xviii. 19), so Isaac is
an instance of a son attending to it. He wallied before
God as his father Abraham had done. (Gen. xlviii. 15.)
A remarkable instance of his obedience to his father
was the suffering himself to be bound on the altar, he
being then more than twenty years old. (Gen. xxii. 9.)
He was highly honoured by God, who established his
covenant with him (Gen. xxvi. 3—<5), and speals of
himself as the God: of Isaac. Gen. xxviii. 13.

Moses had pious parents, as is inferred from Heb.
xi. 23, which speaks of their faith. As the adopted
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, he was soon exposed to the
contamination of an idolatrous court; but the over-
ruling providence of God appointing that his earliest
years should be spent with his parents Amram and
Jochebed' (Erod. ii. 7—16), who, we cannot doubt, in-
structed him in true religion, he forsook not their in-
structions in after years, but, through God’s grace,
followed' in- the steps of their faith, was enabled to
esteem the reproach of Christ-greater riches than the
treasures of Egypt (Heb. xi. 24—26), and became the

honoured instrument of delivering the Church of God:

from her house of bondage.

Samuel, dedicated to the service of God by his
mother (1 Sam. i. 28), forsook not that service (1 Sam.
ii. 18), and was highly honoured. 1 Sam: iii. 19—21,

Solomon was instructed by his father (Prov. iv. 3,
‘4, &c. 1 Chron. xxviii. 9), and while he continued
obedient to his father's advice, greatly prospered

(1 Kings iv. 29,30. 2 Ckron. ix. 8) ; but dishonour and’

trouble overtook him when he forsuok it. 1 Kings xi.
5—11.

Timothy had a pious mother (2 Tim. i. 5), was in-
structed by her in the Holy Secriptures (2 Tim. iii. 15),
and forsook not-the law of his mother. (2 Tim.1.5.) He
was early distinguished for his piety (Aots xvi. 1, 2),
and became eminent in the Church, as appears from
Paul’s two Epistles to him, and his joiuing his name
with his own in six other Epistles *.

Prov. iii. 1—4; vi.
20—23; xxx.17.
Lev. xix. 3.

Deut. xxvii. 16.

The substance of a
child's duty, and
the foundation of
his happiness lie in
these two rules laid
down in Prov. i. 7
—9, namely, to fear
God and to honour
his parents.

Catechism:

“ My duty tolove,

honour, &c., father
and mother.”
Honour your pa-
rents, and your chil-
dren  will honour
you.
Such a behaviour
as you show to your
parents, such ex-
pect from your own
children.

See on Prov. viii.
17; xxiii. 22,

¢ Ecclesiastical history confirme this account, speaking of him as Bishop of Ephesus.
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[Ch. i. 10,

Ch.i.10. My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou #ot.

Adam. Gen. iii. 6.

The prophet of Judah. (1 Kings xiii. 15—19. 24.)
“ There is no temptation so dangerous as that which
coraes shrouded under a veil of lioliness, and pretends
authority from God himself.”—Bp. Hall.

Jehoshaphat, enticed by Ahab to go to Ramoth-

Deut. xill. 6—8.
Prov. Il. 10—22.
Eph. v. 11.

Flee from sin as
from the face of &
serpent, adopting
the resolution of the
Psalmist, Ps. cxix.

Gilead, where he nearly lost his life. (1 Kings xxii. 4. 115

31. 2 Chron. xviii. 2. Proo. xvi, 29.) And again by
Ahaziah, which proved the destruction of his fleet.
2 Chron. xx. 35—37.

Joash. 2 Chron. xxiv. 17, 18. 1 Cor. xv. 33.

The Galatians, beguiled by enticing words of false
teachers. Gal.i. 6, 7 ; iii. 1.

Josepl’s firmness overcoming temptation by avoiding
the tempter. Gen. xxxix. 9, 10. Proo. xiv. 27.

Micaiah. 1 Kings xxii. 13, 14.

Job. Job ii. 9, 10.

Peter. Aets viii. 18. 20.

Our Lord’s resistance of temptation by an appeal to
Scripture (Matt. iv, 3—10) ; and thus instructing us

how to escape from the wiles of the devil. Eph. vi. 17. 2

i. 20. Wisdom crieth without. (Explained, p. 7.)
Wisdom eried withont in the publicity given to the
Gospel by our Lord (Jokn vii. 37 ; xviii. 20) ; and by
his Apostles. Matt. x. 27. Mark xvi. 15. Rom. x. 18.
Col. i. 6.
The manifold instruetions of wisdom also appear, 1.
in the dictates of our own consciences ; 2. in the laws

Depart from me ya
evil doers, for 1 will
keep the command-
ments of my God.

Collect for the 18th
Sunday after Tri-
nity.

See on Prov. xili.
0.

Prov. viiL ; ix. 1—5.
Pa. Ixvii.

Prayer for all con-
ditions of men.

Third Collect for
Good Friday.
Heb, xii. 25; ii.

of God ; 3. in the mouth of his ministers; 4.in the 1—

admonitions and example of good men ; 6. and in the
course of God’s providence, especially as exhibited in
the Bible (Rom. xv. 4. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17) ; rendering
us utterly inexcusable if we neglect so great salvation,
and showing that every man's destruction is from
himself.

i 23. Turn you at my reproof; bekold I will pour out my Spirit unto

you, I will make known my words unto you.

On the day of Pentecost many of the crucifiers of
our Lord turned at the rveproof of God’s word preached
to them by the Apostles, and received the gift of the
Holy Ghost (Acts ii. 36—42), as foretold by the pro-
phets. Joel ii. 28. Zech. xii. 10.

The world before the flood, and the Jews, as re-
ferred to by Isaiah, not turning at God’s reproof, the
Holy Spirit was withdrawn from them. Ger. vi. 3.
Ta. 1xiii, 10,

Ezek. xxxiii. 11,
Communion Ber-
vice:

‘‘ Hear what com-
fortable words our
Saviour Christ saith
to all that truly turn
to Him,” &c.

Matt. xi. 28.
Lam. v. 21.
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Ch. i. 28, Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer, They shall

seck me early, but they shall not find me.

The Israelites, after their defeat by the Amorites,
wept before the Lord, but He would not hearken to
their voice, Deut. i. 45, 46.

The Jews, a8 referved to by Isaiah, i. 15; by Jere-
miah, xi. 11 ; by Ezekiel, viii. 18 ; by Hosea, v. 6 ; by
Micah, iii. 4 ; by Zechariah, vii. 13 ; by our Lord,
Jokn vii. 34.

i. 30, 31.

Ps. Ixvi. 18.

Isa. lv. 6.

Eccles. xii. 1.
Matt. v. 25,
Luke xiii, 24, 25.

They would none of mny counsel : they despised all my reproof :

therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their

own devices.

The Israelites despising the food which God had
provided for them (Numb. xi. 4—6. Psalm cvi. 13,14),
were punished by having their request for flesh
granted. (Numb. xi. 20. 33. Ps cvi. 15.) Again,
when they despised the counsel of God, and invaded
Canaan, after having been forbidden by Moses, they
were punished by defeat. (Vumb. xiv. 44, 45.) They
prospered while governed by Samuel, according to the
counsel of God (1 Sam. vii, 13) ; but despised his re-
proof by desiring a king (1 Sam. viii. 7. 19) ; and in
the distress and defeat which they suffered under the
rule of that king, were made to eat of the fruit of their
own ways, and were filled with their own devices,
1 Sam. xiii. 6—23 ; xxxi. 1—10.

God commanded one year in seven to be kept as a
Sabbath, in which the land was to be left uncultivated
for the benefit of the poor, and their brethren to be
released from slavery and debt. (Leo. xxv. 1—7. Ezod.
xxi. 2. Deut, xv. 1, 2.) Their covetousness led the
Israelites to despise and disobey this counsel, for which
they were punished by being deprived of the produce
of the land for seventy years, and taken as slaves to
Babylon. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 3—21, Jer. xxxiv. 10—22.

Saul. God had commanded that no witch should be
allowed in the land. (Deut. xviii. 10—12.) Saul was
well aware of this (1 Sam. xxviii. 3), yet he consulted
the witch of Endor. He in consequence received the
notice of his own destruction. 1 Sam. xxviii. 7. 15—20.
Isa. iii. 11.

Prov. xix. 20.
Gal. vi. 7, 8.

Those are marked
for ruin that are
deaf to reproof and
good counsel.

The essence of all
wickedness is for-
saking God.

General Confession:
¢ We have followed
too much the de-
vices,” &c.

Litany: “ We hum-
bly beseech Thee,
&c., turn from us
all those evils that
wemost righteously
have deserved,” &ec.

See on Prov. v. 22.

i. 32. The turning avay of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity

of fools shall destroy them.

The imminent danger in which the rich young man
appears of falling short of eternal life. (Mark x. 17—
25.) Wealth is not the way to heaven.

The Israclites. Deut. xxxii. 16—25. Hosea xiii.
6—8.

Babylon. Isa. xlvii. 7—9.

Moab at ease. Jer. xlviii. 11, 15.

Sodom, Fzek. xvi, 49. Gen. xix, 24, 25,

Tyre. Ezek. xxviii. 2. 7. 16, 17.

Heb. iii. 12—14; vi.
11, 12; x. 38, 39.

Deut. viii. 11. 19.
Prov. xxv. 16.
Litany : “In all
time of our wealth,
good Lord, deliver
us.”

Seeon Prov. xiv. 14,
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[Ch. i. 33,

Ch. . 33.  Bwt whoso hearkencth unto me skall dedl safely, and skall be

guiet from fear of evil.

Noah, Gen. vi. 22 ; vii. 23. Heb. xk. 7.

Shadrach, Meshaoh, and Abeduego, walking in the
midst of the fire. Dan. iii. 25. Ps. exxxviii. 7.

Daniel in the lions’ den. Daw. vi. 10. 22. The wicked
laid a snare for him, yet he erred not from God's pre-
cepts (Ps. cxix. 110), and found him a very present
help. Ps. xlvi. 1.

The sheep of Christ. Jokn x. 28,

Second Collect at
LEvenlug Prayer.
Isa. xxvl. 3.

Prov. x{x. 23; xxx.
5; viii. 32—36.

ii. 6. The Lord givath wisdom : out: of Ms mouth comath knowledge and

understanding.

Joseph. Gen. xli. 38, 39.

Moses. Exod. iv. 12.

Solowon. 1 Kings iii. 12 ; iv. 29.

Daniel. Dan. i. 17. Observe also his thanksgiving
and praise to God for the gift. Dan. ii. 23.

The Apostles. Luke xxi. 15 ; xxiv. 45.

The two disciples going to Emmaus. Luke xxiv. 32.

Stephen. Aets vi. 5. 10.

Lydia. Aets xvi. 14.

Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians; Epk. i.17..

Ps. xix. 7.
Prov. viii. 14.
James i. 5; iii. 17.
Fifth Collect at the
end of the Commu-
nion Service :

“ Almighty God,
the fountain of all.
wisdom,” &c.

ii. 8. He keepeth the paths of jadgment, and preserveth the way of his

saints. (Explained, p. 38.)

Thns God’s grace interposed to keep David'from the
murder of Nabal (1 Sam. xxv. 32—34.) God alsoover-
ruled the jealousy of the princes of the Philistines, to
extricate him from that connexion with Achish, to
which his weakness of faith had led him (1 Sasm. xxvii.
1) ; and by which he was brought to. the distressing
necessity of either warring against his country, or
betraying his benefactor. 1 Sam. xxix.

Paul was thus Lept from sin. 2 Cor. xii. 7—9.

Ps. xxxvii. 23, 24.
28. 31; cxix. 117.
Collects for 1st and
2nd Sundays after
Trinity.
Moming Hymn =
Direct, coutroul,
suggest, this. day,
all, &c.

iil. 6, 6. Trust in the Lord «ith all thine heart ; and' lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknuwledge him; and he shall direct

thy paths.

Abraham, in the choice of a wife for his son;. There
does not appear in it the least taint of worldly policy.
No mention is made of riches, honours, or natural ac-
complishments, but merely of what related to God.
His conduct is peculiarly marked by his aversion to
idolatry, his obedience to- God, and faith in his: pro-
mises ; as one convinced that a prudent wife- is from
the Lord. (Prov. xix. 14. Gen. xxiv. 1—8.). See: Fuller.
So also in the progress of his history, we see he ac-
knowledged God in all his ways. Where he pitched
his tent, there he raised an altar, Gen. xii. 7, 8; xiii. 4.

Abraham’s servant. (Gen. xxiv. 12—27.) “ God will
cause that to issue in our comfort in which we sin-
cerely aim at his glory.”

1 Chron. xx&viii. 9.
Catechism :
Duty towards God.

Let prayer ascend
that grace may de-
scend.



to iii. 9, 10.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

Jacob, in preparing to meet his enraged brother
Esau, made every preparation which human prudence
could suggest (Gen. xxxii. 13—20); but he did not
lean upon this, but upon God, pleading his promise,
and depending upon his blessing (Gen. xxxii. 9—12.
24—28) ; and the issue was very remarkable. Gen.
xxxiii. 4. Ps. xxxiv. 4.

Jephthah appears to have laid before God in solemn
prayer all he said to the Gileadites, imploring his di-
rection. (Judges xi. 11.) Bp. Patrick. Knowledge and
true wisdom come only from God.

David consulted with God and prevailed. (1 Sam.
xxx. 6—8. See¢ on Prov. xiv. 26.) Saul with the
witch of Endor, and perished. (1 Ckron. x. 13, 14.) If
we had more faith we should have less care.

Reuben, Gad, &c., were distinguished for their skill
in war, but put their confidence not in. that skill, but
in God ; and hence their great success against the
Hagarites, &c. 1 Chron. v. 18. 20.

Asa. 2 Chron. xiv. 9—15.

Hezekiah. 2 Kings xviii. 4—7 ; xix. 14—37.

Nehemiah’s prayer (Neh. i. 4—11), and his. suceess
(Neh. ii. 4—8), his trust in God, and God’s guidance
of him, remarkably appear throughout his whole book.
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‘¢ For our actioms let
his word be our
guide, and for the
events of things and
all (hat concern us,
let his good pleasure
and wise disposing
be our will. Let uy
give up the rodder
of our life into his
hand to be steered
by Him.” — 4bp.
Leigtton.

By the Holy Serip-
tures God. expresses
his mind to us. By
prayer we express
our mind to God."
—Bp. Hall.

Concluding prayer
in the Confirmation
Service: ¢ O Al-
mighty Lord and
everlasting  God,
vouchsafe, we be-
seech Thee, to di-
rect,” &c.

See on Prov. xvi. 3.

Ch.iii. 7. Be not wise in thine own eyes ;. fear the Lord, and depart from evil.

Ahab vainly thought that by disguising himself he.
should avoid the evil which God threatened by Micaiah.
1 Kings xxii. 30. 34, 35.

Contrast the history of Jeroboam and David. God
raised Jeroboam to the throne of Israel (1 Kings xi.
31), and promised, upon condition of his obedience, to
make it as secure to him as David’s (1 Kings xi. 38);
but Jeroboam, not trusting God, thought he could, by
his own worldly wisdom, better secure himself against
evil. (1 Kings xii. 26—33; xiii. 33,34.) Thus wise to do
evil, but to do guod having no knowledge, the conse-
quence was, he and his family were soon cut off (1 Kings
xv, 20); while David, fearing the Lord, was kept from
evil, and his family established on the throne of Judah
for nearly 500 years. Pror. ii. 21, 22 ; xii. 3. 7.

2 Cor. iii. 5.

1 Pet. v. 5.

To be wise is not to
be over-wise.

‘ Many had proved
wige if they had not
thought themselves
80."—Bp. Hall.
‘“We ought to glory
in nothing, because
we have nothing of
our own.”— Cy-
prian.

See on Prov. xxiii.
4; xxvi. 12; xxviii,
26.

iii. 9, 10. Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the first-fruits
of all thine increase : so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses

shall burst out with new wine. (See p. 19.)

Abraham honoured the Lord in paying tithes to Mel-
chizedek (Gen. xiv. 20), and God blessed Lim. Gen.
xxiv. 1.

Jacob. Gen. xxviii. 22 ; xxxii. 10.

'The pious women who offered their looking-glasses
for the service of the tabernacle. Erod. xxxv. 22;
xxxviii. 8.

Hannah devoted her first-born to God (1 Sam, i.

Prov. xi. 24; xix.

1 Cor. xvi. 2.

2 Cor. viil. 9.
Luke xiv. 13, 14.
Communion  Ser

vice, Offertory.



64 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY
22. 28), but was no loser by her sacrifice ; for one
child given, behold five added. 1 Sam. ii. 21,

David. 1 Chron. xxix. 1—5. 28.

The widow, from our Lord’s notice of whose offer-
ing, the poorest may be encouraged to give. Mark xii.
41—44. 2 Cor. viii. 12. Matt. x. 42.

The woman who anointed our Lord had o rich re-
ward in his notice of her. (Mark xiv. 3—9.) Let us
never think that wasted with whieh God is honoured.

The centurion who built & synagogue for the Jews.
(8ee on Prov. xi. 17.)

Cornelius. (A4dts x. 2. 4. Proe. xxii.9.) If welay out
for God we lay up for ourselves,

The Philippians honoured the Lord with their sub-
stance by contributing to the support of Paul, his
minister, and were abundantly blessed in so doing.
Phil. iv. 15—19. (See on Prov. xi. 25.)

The poverty which followed when the Jews, after
their return from captivity, became negligent in build-
ing the temple. Hag. i. 4—11. Mal. iii. 8—12.

Ch. iii. 11,
weary of his correction.

Job. (Job i.20—22. James v. 11.) See also Elihu’s
description of the feeling of a pious mind under the
chastisement of the Lord. Job xxxiv. 31, 32,

Moses deeply felt his being denied entering the pro-
mised land (Deut. iii. 28—27) ; but his song, uttered
immediately before his death, in which he expresses
snch admiration of the Divine perfections, shows he
was not weary of God’s correction. (Deut. xxxiii, 26.)
1t is the business of a Christian to bear the will of God
as well as to do it.

David’s resignation. (2 Sam. xv. 25,26; xvi. 10—12.)
The sword never departed from his house after his
grievous fall; but observe his last words. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5.

Qur Lord in Gethsemane. (Matr. xxvi. 30.) The
sentiments and supplications suitable to all human
beings in a state of distress, are here expressed in a
few words, by Him who was the greatest example at
once both of suffering and submission.— Ogden. .

Hezchiah (Jsa. xxxix. 5—8) contrasted with his
father Ahaz (2 Chron. xxviii, 22), and with Jehoram,
king of lsrael (2 Kings vi. 31—33); who both de-
spised the chastening of the Lord.

Jerusalem received not correction (Zeph. iii. 2), but
revolted more and more. Jsa. i. 5.

Observe from Jer. vii. 23—34, the consequences of
not hearkening to correction.

[Ch. iii. 11,

God must have the
first, and in the first
place.

“Wellinay we think
our substance dueo
where we owe our-
selves "—Bp. Fall,
What comes from
God’s bounty must
be laid out to God’s
glory.

Giving much to the
poor, doth enrich a
man's store.

My som, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be

Visitation of the
Sick : The Exhor-
tation.

Mie. viL 9.

Lam. iii. 39.

Heb. xii. 5, &e.
Jer. x. 24.

If God afflict you,
let not impatience
add to the affliction.
‘“ Quietness before
God is one of the
most difficult of
Christian graces; to
sit where He places
us, to be what He
would have us to
be, and as long as
He pleases.” —Cecil.
“0O God, T have
made an ill use of
thy mercics, if [
have not learnt to
be content with thy
corrections.” — Bp.
Hali.

See on Prov. xxiv,
10.

L 12. For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth ; even as a father the son

in whom ke delighteth.

Joseph. 1t is probable that his advancement Fnight,
bave been fatal to him, had he not been previously

Ps. xciv. 12.



to iii. 25, 26.] ECRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
prepared for it by a long course of suffering. We
sliould have looked upon him with concern had we
seen him in bonds and known his innocence, But God,
who had a far more indulgent and tender compassion
for him, left him in a cendition from which we should
have delivered him.” Gen. xxxvii. 23—36; xxxix. 20;
xl. 23. Ps. ev. 18.

The Israelites in the wilderness ; God’s love in sub-
jecting them to sueh trials in it. Deut. viii. 3—6. 15, 16.

Jehoshaphat. God destroyed his fleet to disengage
him from his connexion with wicked Ahaziah (2 Clhron.
xx. 356—37), and it seems to have had this effect.
(1 Kings xxii. 49.) Tt is a mercy to have that taken
from us that takes us from God.

The people of Judah were sent into captivity in
Babylon for their good (Jer. xxiv. 5—7); and this, as
appears from Ezra (Fzra ix. x.) and from Nehemiah
({Veh. ix.), was the effect.

Paul's thorn in the flesh was sent to preserve him
from pride. 2 Cor. xii. 7.

Ch. iii. 13. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom,
getteth understanding.

Manasseh, though bound in fetters, and carried cap-
tive to Babylon, yet the correction being sanctified to
him, was happy, even at such a cost, to bave found
wisdorm. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.

The parable of the merchantman seeking goodly
pearls. Matt. xiii. 45, 46.

The happiness of Paul in having found Christ (the
wisdom of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. 30), though for Him he
had suffered the loss of all things, Phal. iii. 7—9.
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John xv. 2.

As gold is trled in
the furnace, so are
acceplable men in
the furnace of ad-
versity, and (hey
must pass through
one furnaceafteran-
other till their cor-
ruptions be purged
away.

The gem cannot be
polished  without
friction, nor man
perfected  without
adversity.
Affliction is an an-
gel of mercy sent to
lead us out of So-
dom.

The way of the crose
is the royal way to
the crown.

See on Prov. xvii. 3.
and the man that

Job xxviil. 12—28.
Prov. iv. 5—9; viii,
32385 ; xix. 8.
Matt. xvi. 26.
John v. 39 and Ps.
exix. 130, compared
with 2nd Collect in
Advent.

See on Prov. ii. 6.

iil. 17. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all ker paths are peace.

The result of Hezekiah’s observance of God’s laws,
restoring public worship, keeping the passover, &ec.
(2 Chron. xxir. 36 ; xxx. 26), contrasted with the
misery attending his wicked father’s neglect of reli-
gion. 2 Chron. xxviii.

The blessing promised to those who duly observe
the Sabbath. Isa. lviii. 13, 14.

The Church at Jerusalem (Acts ii. 46), made by
God joyful in his house of prayer. Isa. lvi. 7.

The great joy of the Samaritans, on receiving the
gospel. Acts viii. 8.

The Church nt Antioch, in Syria. Aets xiii. 52.

The Macedonian Church. 2 Cor. viii. 2.

The strangers scattered throughout Pontus, &e.,
even when in deep outward affliction. 1 Pet. i. 8.

Prov. xxii. 17, 18,
Ps. cxix. 165,
Matt. xi. 286—30.
Rom. v. 1—5.

Ps. xxv. 10; xxxvi.
Second Collect at
Evening Prayer, for
Peace.

‘' With the pleasant
ways of religion may
be contrasted tle
bard way of trans-
gressors.”’

See on Prov. xiii. 15.

iii. 25, 26. Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the
wicked, when it cometh.  For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep

thy foot from being taken,

Moses’ calmness at the passage of the Red Sea.
Erod. xiv. 13, 14.

1 Sam. ii. 9.
Isa. xav. 4.



66 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS DY

Rahab's faith and preservation at the deatruction of
Jericho. Josh. vi. 24, 25. Heb. xi. 31.

Elisha, when surrounded by the army of Benhadad.
2 Kings vi. 16, 17.

Ebedmelech, the Ethiopisn, his preservation at the
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, because
he had put his trust in the Lord. Jer. xxxix. 15—18.

The men who were grieved at the iniquities prac-
tised at Jerusalem. Ezek. ix. 4—86.

The disciples had no cause for fear, when the storm
arose. Because the waves rise the ship may be tossed,
but because Christ prays it cannot be sunk. Mate. xiv.
23—32.

The servants of God at the day of judgment.
2 Thess. i. 7—10. Reo. vii. 3.

Ch. iii. 27.
the power of thine hand to do .

The Ammonites and Moabites were excluded the
sanctuary, because they met not Israel with bread
and water. Deut. xxiii. 3, 4.

Nabal’s churlishness to David (1 Sam. xxv. 10, 11),
who, by the adinission of Nabal's own servants, had been
8 great protection to Nabal’s property. 1 Sam. xxv. 15.

The Priest and Levite in the parable of the good
Samaritan. Luke x. 30—35.

The princes of Israel were prompt and cheerful givers,
not requiring exciting appeals from Moses and Aaron,
but self-moved, and giving on the very day that Moses
had set up the tabernacle. Numb. vii. 1—3.

The Church of Corinth, unlike the Church of Mace-
donia, deferred to give what they had been forward to
promise. 2 Cor. viii. I—11 ; ix. 1—7.

The widow of the prophet, whose oil Elislia multi-
plied, was enjoined first to pay her debts, before she
took care of herself and children. 2 Kings iv. 7.—See
Bp. Patrick.

Esther is a noble instance of the right use of in-
fluence to do good to her people, Esther iv. 186.

[Ch. iii. 27,

Rom. viil. 36—239.
2 Pet. il. 9.

1 John 1. 28.

Fear nothlug but
sin.

Litany: *“ O God,
merciful Father,"”
&ec.

Luke xvii. 5: “Lord,
increase our faith."

See on Prov. xiv.
26.

Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when i i in

Deut. xv. 9, &e.;
xvi. 17.

Prov. iii. 23;
xxvii. I

Acts xx. 35.

Gal. vi. 9, 10.

1 Jolhn iii. 16, 17,
Acts of mercy are a
debLt due to God.
Speed in bestowing
doubles the gift.
He that is Jong in
giving knows not
how to give.

¢ Defer not the least
virtue.,” — G. Her-
bert.

Let not thy hand
be stretched out to
receive, and shut
when thou shouldst
repay.. Ecclus. iv.
31.

iii. 31, 32. Enoy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of kis ways. For

the froward is abomination to the Lord :

The mighty men before the flood (Gen. vi. 4) were
oppressors. The earth was filled with violence. (Gen.
vi. 11.) Though these tyrants were, according to the
false principles by which the world judge, accounted
heroes, esteemed famous (Gen. vi. 4), they were in-
famous in God’s sight. Gen. vi. 12, 13.

The Egyptians were the oppressors of God’s people
(Exod. i, 13, 14; iii. 9 ; v. 7—13), but Moses wisely
chose rather to suffer with the people of God than to
enjoy the momentary pleasures of the Egyptians (Feb.
xi. 25, 26), hating oppression. (Aots vii. 24.) God's
judgments came upon the Egyptians.

Eccles. v, 8.

Men are to be
Judged of as God
Judges of them. and
not by the opinion
of their fellow-crea-
tures  concerning
them.



to iii. 35.) SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,
Ephraim cheated and oppressed, taking advantage

of the ignorance and necessities of others to make un-

rcasonable profits in buying and selling. (Hosea xii. 7.)

But though he grew rieh, ruin at length overtook him. 12

Hosen lived to see Ephraim taken into captivity.

Jezebel’s oppression (1 K ings xxi. 7—13), and death.
2 Kings ix. 30—37. Ps. xxxiv. 21.

Paul was once an oppressor of men’s consciences
(Acts ix. 1; xxvi. 11), but when enlightened by the
Holy Spirit, he bitterly lamented it as a grievous
offence against God. 1 Cor. xv. 9. 1 Tim. 1. 13.

but his secret is with the righteous. (Explained p. 39.)
Abraham (Gen. xviii. 17), who is particularly called
the friend of God. James ii. 23.
Samuel. 1 Sam. iii. 19—21.
Sirweon. Luks ii. 25, 26.

The disciples of Christ. Matt. xi. 25. John vii. 17.
Ree. ii. 17.
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It is a proof of wick-
edness to desire the
net of evilmen. See
p- 41, on Prov. xii.

See on Prov. xxiv.
19, 20.

Prov. xi. 20.
Pa. xxv. 14.
John xiv, 21.

Ch. iil. 33. The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked :

Baasha was raised to supreme power, but all his.
family were destroyed by Zimri, as foretold by the
prophet Jehu. 1 Kings xvi. 1—4. 12, 13.

Jelioiakim, who had built himself a stately palace.
Jer. xxii. 13—189.

Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim. Jer. xxii. 24—30.

Jehu. Hosea i. 4. 2 Kings xv. 8—12.

Hazael. Amos i. 4.

Jeroboam, the son of Joash (Amos vii. 9); a pro-
phecy fulfilled in the days of Zechariah, the son of
Jeroboam, and fourth in descent from Jehu, who was
murdered by Shallum.

Esau. Obad. 18.

but he blesscth the habitation of the just.

Abraham (Heb. xi. 12) contrasted with Ahab, who
left 70 sons. 2 Kings x. 1—11.

Jacob, when a servant in his uncle’s house, brought
a blessing upon it, Gen. xxx. 27.

Joseph, though only a slave, the Lord blessed the
Egyptian’s house for his sake. Gen. xxxix. 2. 21.

Obed-edom. 2 Sam. vi. 11.

The poor widow. 2 I{ings iv. 2—7.

The Virgin Mary, though in a mean and low con-
dition. Luke i. 27, 28. 48.

iil. 35. The wise shall inkerit glory :

The Psalmist. Ps. Ixxiii. 24.

‘The Apostles of Christ, though while on earth ac-
counted the filth of the world and the offscouring of
all things, John xvii. 24.

Paul. 2 Tim. iv. 8.

Those that for Christ’'s sake have done good to
others. Matt. xxv. 34, &c.

Prov. xiv. 1T; zv.
25; xxi 12.
Second Command-
ment: ‘* Visiting
the sins of the fa-
thers upon,” &c.
Zech. v. 3, 4.

Mal if. 2.

Isa. xliv. 3.
Ps. Q. 3; xxxvii. 16;
cvi.4; cxvili. 15,

See on Prov. x. 25.

Prov. iv. 5—9%.

Ps. Lxxxiv. 11, 12,
Live for eternity,
They only are truly
wise who are made
wise untesalvalion.



68 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY

Those that endure temptation. James i. 12,
Those that win souls ( Pror. xi. 30) and have turned
many to righteousness. Dan. xii. 3.

All who love and serve Christ. 2 Tim. iv. 8. Jokn
xii. 26.

but shame shall be the promotion of fools,

Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, worldly wise; but God
maketh foolish the wisdoin of this world. He is par-
tieularly branded with shame in sacred history as
having made Israel to sin. () Kings xxi. 22. 2 Kings
xifi. 2. 115 xiv. 24; xv. 9. 18. 24. 28.) Shame and
sin are inseparable. Prov, xxiv. 8.

[Ch.iv. 14,15,

Collect for 13th
Sunday after Tri-
nity.

1 Sam. ii. 30.
Ps. cxix. 4—6.

See on Prov. x.7;
xiii. 5.

Ch. iv. 14, 15. Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go mot in the
way of evil men. Avoid i, pass not by i, turn from it, and pass arway.

Lot. Gen. xiii. 10~—13. In pitching his tent to-
wards Sodom is illustrated the remark that, if we
wonld not fall into things unlawful, we must not ven-
ture to the utmost bound of things lawful. To tread on
the edge of a precipice is dangerous if not destructive.

Dinah, who went out from her mother’s tent into
the city of the uugodly Shechemites, to look about
her with the young women who, as Josephus relates,
were attracted by a festival at this time, where there
was a great concourse of people, and some fine spec-
tacles were presented. (Gen. xxxiv. Ezod.xxiii.2.) Re-
fer to the Apostle’s advice respecting young women to
be keepers at home. Tiz. ii. 5. See also 1 Tim. v. 13.

Solomon : such were the awful consequences of his
entering the path of the wicked, that the high places
which he built for Ashtoreth appear to have remained
more than 850 years. 2 Kings xxiii. 13, with 1 Kings
xi. 9.

Jehoshaphat marrying his son Jehoram to Athaliah,
the daughter of Ahab (2 Chron. xviii. 1; xxi. 6), and
its awful consequences. 2 Chron. xix. 2 ; xxii. 2, 3. 10.
Prov. vi. 27, 28.

Meshullam, the son of Berechiah, is recorded among
those who showed their zeal in repairing the wall of
Jerusa'em (Nek. iii. 4) ; but his danghter entered into
the path of the wicked by marrying Johanan, the son
of Tobiak the Ammonite, a very bitter enemy of the
Jews (Neh. iv. 3), and thus a party was formed even
from among the nobles of Judah, which far more than
counteracted all the good her father had done. Nek.
vi. 17—19.

Th7e marriage of the grandson of Eliashib, the high-
priest, with Sanballat’s daughter. Nel. xiii. 28 *.

Prov. xxiii. 6—8.
Ps. i.

1 Cor. xv. 33.
Ephes. v. 11.

2 Cor. vi. 14—18.

1 Thess. v. 22.

He that is notafraid
of temptation is not
afraid of sin, and he
that is not afraid of
sin is in daoger of
being destroyed by
it,

¢ The very sight ot
evil is dangerous,
and it is hard for
the heart not to run
into those sins to
which the eye and
the ear are enured.
Not out of love, but
out of custom, we
fall into some of-
fences. How many
have fallen into a
fashion of awearing,
scoffing, drinking,
out of the usual
practice of others,
as those that live in
a pestilential airare
infected by dis-
eases."—Bp. Hall.

* Josephus relates that this young man was ’nam'ed Manasseh, and that at bis
request Banballat and the Samaritana _bu]lt lheu: temple upon mount Gerizim, in
oppusition to that of Jerusalem, at which he officiated in some measure according to

the Mosaic ritual.



to iv. 18.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

The Jews often went after the heathen, 2 Kings
xvii. 15,

Peter neglecting warning (Matt. xxvi. 34, 35), con-
fident in his own slrength to resist temptation, asso-
ciated with the enemies of his Lord, and grievously
fell. Matt. xxvi. 58. 69—74.

Demas. 2 Tim. v. 10,

Contrast with these instances, 1, Joseph : as a
member of the family, and in the path of duty, he was
obliged to be with his wicked brothers ; but he did
not go in their way, he did not make himself a par-
taker of their sins (1 Tim. v. 22), he had no fellowship
with their unfruitful works of darkness (Epk. v. 11);
but he testified of their works that they were evil.
(Gen. xxxvii. 2.) 2. Daniel : his great care, and that
of his three friends, Shadrach, &ec., to avoid fellowship
with idolaters, affording a remarkable instance of tem-
perance and self-denial in young persons, who, being
of the royal family of Judah, had been bronght up in
affluence. (Dan. i. 8—16.) Keeping their way, they
preserved their souls. (Proo. xvi. 17.) 3. John’s direc-
tion (2 Jokn x. 11) to avoid that familiarity with
heretics which would imply approbation of their evil
conduct. The Church at Ephesus could not bear that
which was evil. Rev.ii.2, See on Prov, xix. 27.

Ch. iv. 18. The path of the just is as the shining light,
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Those who really
fear God, have too
serious a conflict
with in-dwelling sin
to give themselves
up to external in-
citements to evil,
Their daily prayer
is, ‘“Lead us not
into temptation,”
and their constant
care is to avoid ir,
faithful to their bap-
tismal vow. Cana
man take fire in
his bosom, and his
clothes not be burn-
ed? Can one go
upon hot coals. and
his feet not be
burned ?

Prov. vi. 27, 28,
Litany : ** From all
the deceits of the
world, the flesh, and
the devil,good Lord,
deliver us.”

that shineth more

and more unto the perfect day. (Explained, p. 39. See also on Prov.

xiii, 9.)

Jacob’s eerlier life was chequered by many infirmi-
ties and troubles, but his path brightens as he ad-
vances, and his faith and hope eminently sustain him
at a dying hour. Gen. xlix. 10. 18. Heb. xi. 21,

Zacharias and Elizabeth, through a long life, exhi-
bited a bright example of holiness (Luke i. 6); and
God eeemis to have gladdened especially their latter
days, with an increase of knowledge, grace, and conso-
lation. Lauke i. 41— 80.

Simeon, “ as he comes nearer to finish his race, like
a fine setting sun, he looks richer in grace, and gives
a sure hope at the end of his days of rising in brighter
array.” Luke ii. 28—32. Matt. xiii. 43.

The Apostles, in the earlier part of their history,
amid many proofs of sincere devotedness to their Lord,
their minds seem occasionally clouded by many pre-
judices, and their conduct by many infirmities (Mark
vi. 52 ; xiv. 50 ; xvi. 14) ; but after the day of Pente-
cost, their whole character exhibits a brighter aspect.
This may be traced out particularly in the Apostle
Peter, from the Acts and his Epistles, as compared
with the account of him in the Gospels. 1lis last
Epistle, written just befvre his martyrdom, breatles a
hope full of immnortality. 2 Pet. i. 3. 11. 16 ; iii. 13,
See on Prov. i. 5.

Job xvii. 9.

Hosea vi. 3.

John viii. 12.

Rev. xxii. 5.

2 Pet. iii. 18.
Confirmation Ser-
vice: * Defend, O
Lord,” &c.
Religion is best un-
derstood when most
practised.

The more a man
walks after the Di-
vine counsel, the
more he obtains of
the Divine image;
and the more he re-
semnbles his Maker,
the more he par-
takes of the Divine
favour.

If true religion is
thus progressive, let
such as profess it
inquire whether
they are daily be-
coming more holy,
humble, scif-deny-
ing, thank[ul, more
kind, tender-heart-
ed, forgiving, more
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Nathanael. Jokn i. 46—561.

The Ethiopian eunuch. Acts viii, 27—39.
Comelius. Acts x. Proo. xv. 9.

Those who love God’s ordinances, Ps. Ixxxiv. 7.

[Ch. iv. 19,

conformed to the
example of Chriat.
2 Pet. 1. 5—11.
Phll. il 13—15.

Ch.iv. 19, The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what

they stumble.

Korah and his company eonfidently appealed to the
Lord, imagining themselves secure in the extremity of
danger. Vumb. xvi. 16—19.

Ahab, who introduced the worship of Baal into Israel
(1 Kings xvi. 31), attributed the calamities brought on
himself and his country to Elijah. 1 Kings xviii. 17.

Babylon pretended to great wisdom and knowledge
(Isa. xlvii. 10); but with all her knowledge could
not loresee, nor with all her wisdom prevent, the
threatened ruin. Isa. xlvii. 11.

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. v. 19. 25 ;
xliv. 15—23) and of Ezekiel (Ezck. xviii. 29), and also
now, their ignorance that their present miseries arise
from their rejection of their Messiah. Deut. xxviii. 29.
2 Cor. iii. 15. ’

Paul’s commission shows how this darkness is to be
removed. Aots xxvi. 17, 18. See also John viii. 12.

2 Cor. iv. 3, 4.
Matt. vii. 21—23.

1 John ii. 11.

The way of the
wicked is full of
gross ignorance and
error, uncertainty
and confusion, dan-
ger and misery is-
suing to their utter
astonishment in the
blackness of dark-
ness for ever.

John xii. 35, 36.

2 Cor. xiii. 5.

Collect for 3rd Sun-
day alter Laster.

iv, 23. Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for cut of it are the issucs of life.

Gideon, & mighty man of valour (Judyes vi. 12), and
therefore one to whom ambition would naturally be
a strong temptation, yet kept his heart free from its
seduction by the refusal of sovereignty, because he felt
it would be sinful. Judges viii. 22, 23.

Elisha was very poor, but he refused Naaman’s very
costly gift, though strongly urged to take it ; his heart
being set, not on enriching himself, but on honouring
God. 2 Kings v. 5. 16.

Job’s care, that his beart should not walk after his
eyes ; that is, not to covet and seek after forbidden
things which his eyes saw, and by whieh his con-
science should be defiled, and God dishonoured. Job
xxxi. 7.

The Psalmist hated vain thoughts. Ps. cxix. 113;
xc. 12. -

Paul. Acts xxiv. 16. 1 Cor. ix. 27.

Of those who did not keep their hearts with all dili-
gence, may be mentioned

Eve, giving ear to the wicked one, whose first sug-
gestion of evil she ought instantly to have resisted.
Gen. iii.

The descendants of holy Seth, who, snffering their
eye to guide their heart, became unequally yoked with
unhelievers (Gen, vi. 2); learned their works and pe-
rished. ) Cor-xv, 33. Gal. vi. 7, 8.

The lsraelites sang God’s praise, they soon forgot

Prov. xxiii. 19. 26.
‘“ By the heart is
here meant the af-
fections, passions,
desires; and as these
are, so will a man's
life be; the streams
must partake of the
qualities of the
fountain.” — Bp:
Beveridge.

Matt. xii. 35—87.
Jer. iv. 14.

Bad thoughts be-
get bad works,
therefore suppress
them at the begin-
ning.

‘‘Tokeep our hearts
two things princi-
pally are necessary
—afrequent exami-
nation of our own
heart (Ps.iv. 4), and
8 constant endea-
vour o wean our
affections from thia
world, and fix them
on a better.” Col.
iii. 2.

The standard for
examination is the
Word of God. Rom.
vil. 7; ii. 16,
Bishop Butler re-



to ver, 26.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

his works (Ps. cvi. 12, 13); they well said all that
they spoke (Deut. v, 28), but they took not heed to
licep their soul diligently. Ps. Ixxviii. 29. 37.

Jehu had a zeal for God (2 Kings x. 16), but not
from right motives (verse 31). Look well to your mo-
tives. See on Prov. xxi. 8,

Amazinh, king of Judah, on ascending the throne,
ncted with both justice and humanity, and in one in-
stance made a great sacrifice of property in obedience
to God’s command (2 Chron, xxv. 9, 10) ; but it is no
praise to have done once well, unless we continue.
Though he served God, it was not with a perfect heart.
(2 Chron. xxv.2.) He fell into idolatry (2 Chron. xxv.
14), as Joash had dene (2 Kings xii. 3 ; xiv. 3), and
was cut off in his iniguity. 2 Chron. xxv. 27.

The warning given by Solomon to the young man
alluded to. Eocles. xi. 9.

The way-side hearers in the parable of the sower
not taking heed how they heard, but suffering the devil
to take the good seed out of their heart (Luke viii. 12),
became unfruitful.

The Pharisees. The impurity of their motives cor-
rupted their best actions ; their prayers, alms, fast-
ings, &ec. (Matt. vi. 5), proceeding from vanity, they
were in God’s sight only so many acts of sin. In
1 Cor. xiii. 3, we are taught that much almsgiving may
be done without charity.
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marks, that ! we
should have a con-
slant regard to the
suspicious parts of
our real character,”
{the sin that doth
Tnost easily beset
us,) ‘‘and heep a
steady eye over our-
selves in tbat re-

spect.” |
He that will not
command his

thoughts, will soon
lose the command
of his actions.

Ps. xix. 14; 1i. 10.

Communion  Ser-
vice: ‘Thou shalt
not covet.

‘ Almighty  God,

wsvesees Cleanse the
thoughts of our
hearts,” &c.

Order my footsteps
by thy word, and
make my heart sin-
cere. Let sin have
no dominion, Lord,
but keep my con-
science clear.

See on Prov. xxii.
5; xxviii. 26,

Ch. iv. 26. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.

(See p. 51 on Prov. xxiv. 27, and p. 48 on Proo. xix. 2.)

Abraham, in the choice of a wife for his son Isaac.
Gen. xxiv. 1—9. See on Prov. iii. 5, 6.

Abraham’s servant, desiring to understand the full
obligation of his oath before he took it. (Gen. xxiv. 5.)
Throughout the whole cliapter it appears he acted
with great deliberation, that he might do nothing
rashly, anticipating probable difficulties, considering
how it became him to act at each step, and anxious
above all things that what he did should be agreeable
to God’s will.

Joshua. Josk. xxiv, 15,

The spirit of Naemi’s remark to Ruth was, that she
should ponder the path of her feet; that is, not act
from the mere impulse of the moment, but count the
cost (Ruth i. 15); nnd Ruth’s decision to cleave to
Naomi, is an instance of one acting deliberately (Ruth
i, 16—18); having made her choice she persevered,
aud God’s abundant blessing attended her.

The Psalmist. Ps, xxxix. 1 ; exix. 59.

The good wife, as described (Proo. xxxi. 27), feeling
that to look well to the ways of her household, that they
act with propriety, is no less her duty than to attend
10 her own individual conduct.

Eccles. v. ], 2.
Eph. v. 15—17,
Ps. exix. 9.

‘ He that contemn-
eth small 1bings
shall fall by little
and little.”

Ecclus. xix, 1.

Before thou prayest
prepare thyself.

¢ There is nothing
which makes so
great a difference
between one man
and another as the
practice of calm and
serious thinking.”
—Abercrombic.
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Daniel—the holy cauntion with which he seems to
have taken every step in life (Duan. i. 8), and his care
that his intercourse with his fellow-creatures should
be distinguished by perfect integrity. Dan. vi. 3, 4.

The prodigal son, when he came to consider his
miserable state, and his sinfulness in the sight of God.
Luke xv. 17, &e.

Peter’s decision to abide by Christ, as the only way
to eternal life. (Jokn vi. 68.) His after life showed this
was not the result of the mere impulse of the moment,

Paul. Aects xxiv. 16.

Asa, had he pondered the path of his feet, would
not have put his trust in an infidel king, rather than
in God, who had done snch great things for him.
From that time he had wavs. 2 Chron. xvi. 1—9.

Solomon’s caution against rashly becoming surety
for others’ debts. Prov, xxii. 26, 27.

Ch.v.21. The ways of man are before the eyes of
pondereth all kis goings.
Cain. God’s notice of his sullen, downecast looks,

which bespoke his rebellion against God, and his envy,
jealousy, and revenge against his brother (Gen. iv. 5,
6), though it is not said he uttered any words to that
effect.

The Babel builders. (Gen. xi. 4—7.) The Lord came
doten to see; i.e. He made it appear that He observed
their motions and knew their intentions,—Bp. Patrick.

Sodom. (Gen. xviii. 21, &e.) In whieh passage God
speaks after the manner of men, using the language of
a good judge, who never passes sentence, much less
executes it, till he has examined the cause.—Bp. Pa-
trick. Among other sins, God noticed their great
idleness. Ezck. xvi. 49.

God’s anger apainst Balaam for the covetous dispo-
sition with which he went. Num. xxii, 32, 2 Pet, ii.
16. Jude 11.

Uzzah, whose presumption cost him his life. 2 Sam.
vi. 6, 7. 1 Chron. xv. 13. Num. iv. 15.

David, who in the sight of God murdered Uriah,
though he fell in battle by the sword of the Ammeon-
ites. 2 Sam. xii. 9.

Though Baasha fulfilled the will of God in the de-
struction of Jeroboam (1 Kings xv. 29), yet because
he had received no commission from God, because he
did it, not to fulfil the will of God, but to gratify his
own ambition, God charged Baasha with the guilt of
the murder of Jeroboam. 1 Kings xvi. 7.

Ahab—God charges him with the murder of Na-
both, though it was more immediately the act of Je-
zebel. 1 Kings xxi. 19.

Belshazzar, weighed in the Dbalance and found
wanting, Dan. v. 22—28,

[Ch. v. 21,

“The error of one
moment may be-
conie the sorrow of
a whole life.”

When you rise In
the morning con-
sider what you have
to do, and when you
relire at nlght con-
sider what you have
done, remembering
that the great end
of life is to glorify
God (1 Cor. x. 31),
and the great rule
of life 1s his word.

Collect for 9th Sun-
day after Trinity,

the Lord, and he

Gen. xxxix. 9.
Eccles, xii. 13, 14.
Ps. cxxxix, which
shows the deep im-
pression David had
of this solemn truth,
and the practical
use we should make
of it.

He that sins against
man may fear dis-
covery, but he who
sins against God is
sure of it. Job
xxxiv. 21, 22.

See p. 45 on Prov.
xvi. 11, intimaling
that God requires
the strictest inte-
grity in all out deal-
ings in the smallest
as well as the great-
est matters.

Morning Hymn:

Let all thy converse
be sincere, Thy con-
science as the noon-
dayclear; For God's
oll-seeing eye sur-

veys Thy secret
thoughts, thy works
and ways.



to v. 22.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,

Nathanoel. John i. 48.

Our Lord’s cxact notice of the seven Churches of
Asin ¢

Ephesus, Rer. ii. 1—7.

Smyrna. Ilev. ii. 8—11.

Pergamos. Feo. ii. 12—17.

Thyatira. Rev. ii. 18—29.

Sardis. Rew. iii. 1—0.

Philadelphia. Itep. iii. 7—13.

Laodicea, Rev. iii. 14—22.
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See on Prov. xv. 2.
11,

Ch. v. 22. His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and ke shall

be holden with the cords of his sins.,

Saul. His own evil passions became his constant
torment, and, in this sense, his punishment (1 Sam.
xviii. 8, 9); and though he had convictions of con-
science (1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 17 ; xxvi. 21), the force of
evil habits held him captive. His very attempts to
extricate himself from evil only increased his guilt
and misery. (1 Sam. xxviii. 5—20.) He died without
instruction. (Prov. v. 23.) Samuel ceased to warn and
God to hear him, and he rushed forward through in-
creasing crimes to endless misery. 1 Chron. x. 13, 14.

Jerusalem, in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. ii. 16—19),
and of Ezekiel. Fzek. xxii. 31.

Ahithopbel. 2 Sam. xvii. 23.

Judas, drawn on by the love of money. Probably
at first intending to limit its indulgence to thieving
out of the common stock (Jokr xii. 6); but eventually
so taken by his own iniquities, as to betray the Son of
God with a kiss. (Matt. xxvi, 47—49.) Though he con-
fessed his sin, abandoned its fruits, and endeavoured
to stop its consequences, he was so holden by the cords
of his sins as to destroy himself. Mait. xxvil.

Felix, when under alarm of conscience he said to
Paul, “ Go thy way for this time, when I have a con-
venient season I will eall for thee,” probably thought
he should have a disposition afterwards to profit by
his religious instruetions ; but though, as Bp. Hurd
remarks, he bad his preacher for two whole years,and
communed oft with Paul, it is evident that not truth,
but raoney, was what he wanted to draw from him ;
and his last act to Paul proves how entirely he was
under the dominion of iniquity, holden with the cords
of his sins. Aets xxiv. 25—27.

The drunkard bringing upon himself the most
grievous evils (Prov. xxiil. 29); vet when recovered
from them, again returning to his former course.
(Prov. xxiii. 35.) Sin makes a man contemptible in
life, miserable in death, and wretched to all eternity.
‘What an infatuation, then, is the love of it !

(Explained p. 39.)

Prov. xi. 3.
Jer. xiii. 23.
“Thatwhich is dyed
with many dippings
is in grain, and can

very hardly Dbe
washed out.” —J.
Taylor.

““ A rooted Nabit

becomes a govern-
ing principle. Every
lust we entertain
deals with us as
Delilah did with
Samson: not only
Tobs us of our
strength, but leaves
us fast bound."—
Tillotson.

If we are masters
of habits only in the
beginning, and ha-
bits are formed by
the repetilion of.
single acts. how
careful should we
be to abstain from
all appearance of
evil, least, however
little a sin it scem,
it by repetition
grows into a habit,
and thus destroys
the soul.

Collect for 4th Sun-
day in Lent.
Prayers & 1Thanks-
givings upon scve-
ral occasions: “O
God, whose nature
and property is ever
to have merey,” &c.

See on Prov. i, 31;
xi. 3.

D
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[Ch. vii. 2,

Ch. vii. 2. Keep my commandments, and live ; and my law as the apple

of thine cye.

Noah’s exact obedience in building the ark, &e., and
his preservation. Gen. vi. 22. Proe. xvi. 17.

God’s direction respecting the observance of the
Sabbath (Zsa. lviii. 13, 14); the profanation of which
hrought upon the Jews God’s heavy displeasure. Veh.
xiii. 18, Jer. xvii. 27, Fzek. xx. 24.

Many instances arve recorded in Secripture of the
awful consequences of neglect of exact obedience :
Adam and Eve (Gen. iii. %i’om. v.), Lot’s wife (Gen.
xix. 26), Saul (1 Sam. xiii, xv.), the prophet of Judah
(1 Kings xiii.), whose punishment is a waming to us
to avoid the first acts of a doubtful nature.

Ch. vii. 26. For she hath cast down many wounded.

Samson (Judges xvi. 4—21), David (2 Sam. xi.), So-
lomon (1 Kings xi Nehk. xiii. 26), were grievously
wounded by their unbridled passions.

The young man void of understanding, as deseribed
Proz. vii. 7—23. Nor let any young person think the
warning (verses 24—27) in his case needless, since
Paul exhorts even Timothy (2 Tim. ii. 22), so eminent
a man of God, to flee youthful lusts. See 1 Pet, ii. 11.

Prov. iv. 4.

Exod. xx. 12.

Pa. exix. 4, 5.
Luke viil. 15; xi. 28.
Joln xiv. 21.

Rev. xxil, 14.

The Ioly Scrip-
tures are the foun-
tains of the water
of life. John vi..63.
Comn. Serv. 2nd
Collect after the Of-
fertory, and prayer
after each of the ten
commandments.

Prov. v. 114,

1 Thess. iv. 7.
Eph, v. 3+—6.
‘“Come mnot nigh
the door of her
house."’

The border of sin is
thebrink of destruc-~
tion. Prov, iv. 23
Collect for 18th Sun-
day after Trinity.

Ch. vili. 17. I lote them that love me; and those that seek me early shall

Jind me.

Joseph’s early piety appeared in his not joining with
his elder brothers in their sinful conduet (Gen. xxxvii.
2), in his prompt (Gen. xxxvii. 13) and persevering
(Gen. xxxvii, 16, 17) obedience to his father, in his
open profession of God in a heathen family ( Gen. xxxix.
3.9); and the Lord was with him (Gen. xxxix. 2. 21.
23), watching over him, comforting him, ordering
what concerned him, and qualifying him to discharge

rightly what duties were committed to him. Gen. xli. 38..

Samuel’s early piety (1 Sam. ii. 26), and emivent
usefulness (1 Sam. vii, 3—17), and distinguished ho-
nour (Jer. xv. 1) as an intercessor with God.

David’s piety shown when only a stripling (1 Sam.
xvii. 56), in the humility and faith with which he at-
tacked Goliath. 1 Sam. xvii. 37. 45.

Abijah, the son of wicked Jeroboam, to whom God
showed his favour by an early death. (1 Kingsxiv.13.)
His soul pleased the Lord, therefore. hasted He to take

Lim away from among the wicked. Yea, speedily was.

he taken away, lest that wickedness should alter his
understanding, or deceit beguile his soul. Wisd. iv.
11. 14,

Oladiah. His position in the court of Ahab (1 Kings
xxi. 25), and yet his eminent piety, are presented in

connexion with the record of his early piety, 1 Kings

xviid, 3, 12.

Prov. ii. 1—5.
Eccles. xii. 1.
Mark x. 13, &c., a8
quoted in the bap-
tismal service.

1 John iv. 19.

Give God (he blos-
som of your life.
Put. Him not off
with the fallen
Jeaves.

To love God is the
highest perfection
of human nature.
To seek God is to
desrire happiness, L0
find Him is that
happiness; you can-
not therefore seek

- Him too early or too

earnestly.

It seldom lappens:
that those who have
neglected 1o seek
God In their youth
lave any disposi-
tion to do &0 in old
age.

Jer. xiii. 23,



to ix. 8.7 SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
Josinh, at the eorly age of sixteen years, though the
child of n wicleed father, and surrounded with all the
terptations of royalty. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 1—3. 27, 28.
Daniel was taken, at on early age, captive to Baby-
lon, and selected among the children (or youths) to wait
upon the king. (Danr. i. 6.) In refusing to eat of the
king’s meat (Danr. i. 8), because heathens cat beasts for-

bidden by the law of God to the Jews, he showed his-

early piety (1 Jokr v. 3), and i an instance of one
greatly beloved of God. Dan. ix. 23 ; x. 11—19.
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Pr, 7. 8; exliii. 8.
Morning Hymn:
wake my soul, &c.
Collect for 6th Sun-
day after Trinity.

Ch. ix. 6. Forsake the foolish, and live; ard go in the way of under-

standing.

Moses forsook the idolatrous court of Plaraoh. Ezod.
ii. 11, &c. Heb. xi. 24—27.

Caleb and Joshua followed not a multitude to do
evil. They feared not to stand alone, though the other
ten spies brought an evil report of the land. Num. xiii.
30—33 ; xiv. 6—9. 38.

Rahab, by faith, forsook the enemies of Geod, and
perished not with them that believed not. Josh. ii.
9—13; vi. 25. Heb. xi. 31.

The Moabitess Ruth’s abandonment of idolatry.
(Ruth i.16.) She left father and mother, and the
land of her birth (Rutk ii. 11), and unmoved by the
contrary example of Orpah, put her trust in the wing
of the Almighty. (Ratk ii. 12.) How truly was this
the way of understanding. Ps. xxxvi. 7—9.

Dionysius and Damaris, uninfluenced by the scoffing
of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers, clave to Paul,
and believed. Aots xvii. 34.

Many of the Ephesians who had used megical arts.
Acts xix. 19. Epk. ii. 13,

Some, even of Nero’s household, forsook idolatry,
and embraced the truth. Phil. i. 13 ; iv. 22,

ix. 8. Reprove not a soorner, lest he hate thee :

Joseph. It was more prudent in him, as a younger
brother, already the object of their hatred, not to re-
prove his brethren himself, but report their miscon-
duet to their father. Gen. xxxvii. 2,

The proplet forbore any longer to reprove Amaziah.,
2 Chron. xxv. 16.

The Jews. (Isa. xxxvi. 21.) The wisdom of their
silence under the taunts of Rabshakeh, Prov, xiv. 7.

God’s complaint that his judgments upon Judah
only increased their disposition to rebel against him
(Isa. i. 5), and his determination 1o let the ten tribes
of Isracl alone, because it was to no purpose to take
pains to reclaim them. Hosea iv. 17; see also Ps.
Ixxxi, 11, 12.

Our Lord withdrew, that He might not (especially
in the earlier part of his ministry) expose Himself
needlessly to danger. Jokn iv. 3 ; vii. 1; x. 40.

D 2

Prov. xiv.7; xix. 27.
2 Cor. vi. 17, 18.
Ps. cxix. 104; cxliii.
10

Catechism :
Promise and Vow in
Baptism.
Whatever others do
we must serve the
Lord. If they will
not go to heaven
with us, we must
not go to hell with
them.

‘* The way of sin is
down hill, a man
cannot stop where
he would, and he
that will be tamper-
ing with dangerous
occasions in confi-
dence of his resolu-
tion, shall often find
himself carried be-
yond his purpose.”
—Abp, Leighton.

See on Prov. i. 23;
xiii. 20.

Matt. vii 6; x. 6.
Kindle not the coals
of asinner, lest thou
be burnt with the
flame of his fire.
Ecelus. viii. 10.
They that are un-
willing to mend,
hate to be taught.

See on Prov. xxiii.
9.
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rebuke @ wisc man, and ke «will love thee.

Nathan rebuked David (2 Sam. xii.), but David did
not treat him as Herod did John the Baptist. (M att.
xiv. 1—10.) He ealled one of his own children by the
prophet’s name (1 Chron. iii. 5), and showed confidence
in him as long as he lived. 1 Kings i. 32—34.

The two disciples going to Emmaus, constrained
their reprover to abide with them. Luke xxiv. 25. 29.
Pror. xv. 31

Peter’s love to our Lord. Joka xxi. 17.

Paul rebuked Peter (Gal. ii. 11—14), but Peter
alterwards speaks of him as his beloved brother, 2 Pet.
ii. 13,

§ 2. PART IL

CHAPTER X.—XXII. 16.

Ch. x. . A4 wise son maketh a glud father :

Jacob. It was among the greatest blessings of his
varied and eventful life, that he had been the father
of so dutiful and affectionate a son as Joseph (Gen.
xlvii, 12) ; observe the.happiness, and ‘even the
strength, with which Jacob was animated when Joseph
came to his dying bed. Ger. xlviii. 2.

but a foolish son is the heariness of his mother. (Explained

Esau’s marriage into an ungodly family (Gen. xxvi.
34, 35), and quarrel with his brother. Gen. xxvii.
45, 46. . ’

Dinaly, the only daughter, and probably, therefore,
the darling child of Jacob and Leah; a warning to
young people to beware of visiting in mixed compa-
nies, or indulging in amusements by which they put
themselves in the way of temptation, and bring dis-
grace on themselves and their parents. Gen. xxxiv.
See p. 68.

[Ch. x. 1,

Lev. xix. 17.
Ps. exli. 5.

Prov, xxvlil. 23;

. xvii, 10.

Ps. xvi. 7.

‘It is as great a
proof of wisdom to
take a reproof well
as to give it well,”

Prov. iv. 1; xxiii.
19—25; xxviii. 7.
The 5th command-
ment.

Col. iii. 20.

See on Prov. xxiii.
24.

p. 14.)

Prov. xvii. 21.
This proverb sug-
gests a warning to
parents, and es-
pecially to mothers,
not to spoil their
children, as the mi-
sery of it will fall
on themselves. See
p- 19.

x. 2. Treasures of wickedness profit nothing : (see p. 19.)

Rehoboam inherited great riches from his father,
and built many fenced cities ; but when he forsook
God, his treasures profited him nothing. 2 Ckron. xii.
1—4. 9.

Gehazi, a dishonest servant. His stolen talents of
silver amounted to nearly 700.; but treasures thus
gotten by a lying tongue, so far from being a benefit,
proved a curse, both to himself and his family, 2 Kings
v. 20—27. Proo. xxi. 6.

Neluclhiaduezzar had, by lis oppression of the Jews

Prov. xxii. 16.

Ps. xlix. 6—20,
Jer. xvii. 11.

Matt. xvi. 26.
*'Allis vanity which
is not honest; and
there is nn solid
wisdom but in real
piety."—Evelyn.
When Lhe soul is
recady to depart,
what  avails it
whether & man die



to x. 3.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,

nnd other nations, greatly enriched himself ; but these
viches did not protect cither himself from insanity
(Dan. iv. 31. 33), or his grandson, Belshazzar, from
ruin. Dan. v.

Tyre insulting over Jerusalem, and hoping to enrich
herself by her misfortunes. Ezek. xxvi. 2. 12 ; xxvii.
xXxviii.

Parable of the rich fool (Luke xii. 20, 21), trusting
in uncertain riches, which he employed only to satisly
his sinful lusts. Pros. x. 16.

Parable of the rich man, who spent his wealth in
neglect of God and the poor, hiding his eyes from the
wants of Lazarus. Provo. xxi. 13, Luke xvi, 23, 24.
Prov. xi. 28.

but righteousness delivereth from death.

Daniel contrasted with Belshazzar. Dan. v. 22—30;
vi. 22. Proo. xiii. 6.

Noah, who became heir of the righteousness which
is by faith, Gen. vii. 1. Heb. xi. 7.
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on a throne or in
the dust,

Riches profit not
in the day of wrath.
Prov. xi.’4.

Evil gotlen, evil
spent.
Collect for 13th

Sunday after Tri-
nity.

Seeon Prov. xii. 28.

Ch. x. 3. The Lord will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish :

Elijah fed by ravens and the broolk at Cherith ; and
when that failed, a widow woman, in a foreign land,
herself in extreme poverty, is made the instrument of
contributing to his support. 1 Kings xvii.

David, when fleeing from Absalom, was in urgent
want, but was relieved, and by those from whom he
might have least expected it (2 Sam. xvii. 27—29),
Shobi, (an Ammonite, and brother of Hanum, who had
shown such indignity to David’s ambassadors,) and
Machir, formerly an adherent of the house of Saul.
2 Sam. ix. 4.

So in spiritual things, the wise men (Matt. ii. 9),and
the Ethiopian nobleman (Acts viii. 26—39), were in-
structed in the knowledge of Christ, though, as Gen-
tiles, they laboured under great disadvantages,

but ke casteth away the substance of the wicked.

God’s punishment of Israel by Midian, Judges vi.
1—4.

The wicked alluded to by Zophar, “ He hath swal-
lowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again ”
(Job xx. 15), of which Judas is an awful illustration.
Matt. xxvii. 3—5.

Samaria in the time of Ahab (1 Kings xviii. 2), and
of Jehoram. 2 Kings vi. 25.

Jerusalem, when besieged by Nebuchadnezzar, Jer.
lii. Lam. v.10. Zeph. i. 18.

And other famines brought on the Jews for their
iniquities (4mos iv. 6) ; and in spiritual things, the

v 3

Luke xii. 22 —24.
31

“None are poor but
those who want
faith in God's pro-
vidence.”—Bp. Wil-
son.

Ps. Ixxxiv, 17, 12,
Matt. v. 6.
John vi. 34, 35.

Prov. xiii. 25.

Ps. cxxvii. 1.

Ps. exix. 36.

Ouly that which is
lonestly got is gain.
We often see lhat
seattered by the jus-
tice of God, which
has been gathered
together by the in-
justice of man.



78 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERDS BY
loss of their religions privileges, the famine of the
word of God. _4imos viii. 11.

The Chaldeans. Hab. ii. 8.

Ch. x. 5.

Isaac so profited by the pious instructions of his
father (G'en. xviii. 19), that he was prepared for the
severe trial to which God so suddenly called him, of
submitling to be sacrificed. Gen. xxii.

Joseph, by his early piety, was fitted for the severe
trials which awaited him, when forced from his father’s
roof he had to encounter alone a wicked world, at the
carly age of seventeen years, (Geen. xxxvii.) Through
the blessing of God, who honours them that honour
bim, he became the support of his aged father. Gen.
xlvii. 12.

Timothy improved his pious mother’s instructions
to his good. 2 Tim. iii. 15. Aots xvi. 1, 2.

Mary, at the feet of our Lord, improved her re-
ligious privileges. Luke x. 39—42.

The woman of Canaan or Syro-Pheenicia (Matt. xv.
22—28), the first heathen who implored our Lord’s
aid. Our Lord never came before to the coast of
Tyte, and probably never went there again.

The two blind men who, as Jesus passed by, seized
the opportunity, and persevered in their cry for
mercy. Matzt. xx. 30. -

The Samaritans. Jokn iv. 26—30 ; 39—42. See also
Acts viil. 5, 6.

The Gentiles at Antioch in Pisidia. A4cts xiii. 42, 43,

Dionysius and Damaris. Acts xvii, 34.

The dying thief. Luke xxiii. 42.

He that gathereth in summer is @ wise son :

[Ch. x. 5,

Activity and so-
brlety in youth will
enable a man to
requite his parents,
and render him a
comnfort and credit
to them, as well ag
advance his own re-
putation and sue-
cess.

“ Wisdom very
much consists in
making a wise im-
provement of time,
and of the cpportu-
nities we enjoy.”
Life is a short day,
but it is a working
day.

Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do,
doit with thy might,
for there is no work,
nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wis-
dom in the grave,
whither thou goest.
Eccles. ix. 10.

Isa. Iv. 6, 7.

Ps. exix. 60.

but ke that sleepeth in harcest is a son that causeth shame. (Explained p. 18.)

Ishmael was dedicated to God by eircumeision (Gen.
xvil. 23); was the subjeet of his pious father’s in-
structions (Ger. xviii. 19) and prayers (Gen. xvii. 18);
but he evidently neglected to improve his religious
advantages (Gen. xxi. 9. Gal. iv. 30), and brought
shame on himeelf and grief'to his father. Gen. xxi.
10, 11.
fEsau’s neglect of his religious privileges. Heb. xii.
16. -

The slothful as described (Proz. xxiv. 30—34), and
who is put to shame by the provident care of one of
the meanest insects, Prov. vi. 6—11. See p. 23.

“ S0 hateful to God is sloth, that when raining down
bread from leaven upon his pcople without their la-
bour, He commands them to rise with the sun to
gather it, and if they did not they lost the opportunity
altogether. Erod. xvi, 21.”—Witsius. Lost time is
never found again.

An ldle youth, a
needy age.
Procrastination is
the thief of time.
On the prodigality
of time, see p. 47
on Prov. xviii. 9.
Idleness teacheth
much evil.

Ecclus. xxxiii. 27.
He is idle that
might be better em-
ployed.

Prov. xix. 15; xx.
13

Heb, ii. 1—-3.

1 John ii. 28.

The greater helps
we have for work-
ing out our salva-
tion, the more in-
excusable shall we
be if we neglect it.



to x. 8.] BCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

Ezekiel’s hearers, pleased but not profited, approving
but not improving, derived no benefit from his mi-
nistry (Ezek. xxxiii. 32), and awful judgments soon
overtook them.

The Jows at Jeruealem (Jokn xii. 34—37), and in
reference generally to our Lord’s ministry, not know-
ing the day of their visitation, Tuin soon followed.

Ch. x. 7. The memory Jf the just is blessed :

Moses and the .prophets. Their memory was ho-
noured by those who lived contrary to their precepts
(Jokn ix. 29, Luke xi. 47, 8), and even by those who
opposed and vilified them during life. Ezod. xvii. 3.
Numb. xvi. 41. Deut. xxxiv. 8.

Elisha, whose memory God so honoured, that by
the mere touch of his dead body 2 man was instantly
restored to life. 2 Iings xiii. 21.

Jehoiada. 2 Chron. xxiv. 13, 16.

Urijah, one of the noble army of martyrs. How vain
was Jehoiakim’s attempt to brand his memory with
infamy. (Jer. xxvi. 23.) Urijah is honoured and he is
detested. Jer. xxii. 18, 19.

The wormman who anointed our Lord. Mark xiv. 9.

The Virgin ' Mary. Luke i. 28.

Dorcas, who had devoted not merely her property,
but her time to the good of others. Acts ix. 36. 39.
Pror. xxii. 1.

Antipas. . Rev. ii. 13.

but the name of the wicked shall rot.

Balaam, once in high honour among men, but held
up to our abhorrence in the word of God. 2 Pe. ii.
15. Jude 11. Reo. ii. 14.

Absalom. Sce on Pror. xiv. 17.

Jeroboam, a mighty man of vulour, a popular leader,
raised from a private station to a throne, distinguished
by what the world calls wisdom, but shame is now his
only promotion.

Ahaz, who is remarkably branded as a notorious
offender. 2 Chron. xxviii. 22.

Athalial, the wioked daughter of wicked Jezchel.
2 Chron. xxiv. 7.

Hexod Agrippa extolled by the multitude, but their
Fl]ishing praises ended in his infamy. Aets xii. 22, 23.

5. ix. 16,

Ch. X, 8. The wise in heart will recevve commandments :

Abraham abandoning his conntry, and offering up
his son, and with sueh remarkable readiness; God
gave him no veason why he required him to offer up
his son, but faith had taught him not to argue, hut
obey, Ieb. xi. 8. Gen. xxii,

D 4
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Collect for 1st Sun-
day in Adven:,

Take heed how ye
hear. Luke vjii. 18.

Rev. xiv. 12,
Epistle, Gospel, and
Collect for All
Saints’ Day.
Coramunion
vice:
Prayer for Church
militant:

“ We bless Thee for
all thy servants de-
parted this life,”
&c., '‘so to follow
their good ex-
ample,” &c.

Heb. xii. 1, 2.

Ser-

Prov, xxiv. 8.
Job xxvii. 18.
Jer, xvii. 13.

Sece on Prov. iii. 35,

Ps. cxix. 34. 47.

The way to enjoy
what we possess is
to be ready to give
it up if God call for
it. When we have



80 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERDS BY

Joshua, though Jordan was overflowing its banks.
Josh. i. 2—113; iii. 15,

David’s submission under the disappointment of not
building the temple. 2 Sam. vii.

The widow of Zarephath, a Gentile, and in extreme
want, but (as the result showed) was truly wise in first
supplying Elijab’s wants at his command. (1 Kings
xvii, 10—16.) God provides for him that trusteth.
Serving God with our little is the way to make it
more.

The Rechabites’ obedience to their father. Jer. xxxv.,
6—10 ; sec Prov. xxiil. 22,

Observe the awful character of Ezckiel’s commis-
sion, and yet the readiness of his obedience. Lzek. ii.
9,10 ; i 3.

The Samaritan leper. The Samaritans’ temple was
on Mount Gerizim. (Jokn iv. 20.) Jesus told him to
go not to Mount Gerizim, but to the temple at Jeru-
salem, and show himself to the Jewisk priests. There
was nothing in the act of walking to the priests which
could of itself contribute to his cure, but he oheyed,
and was blessed. Luke xvii. 14—19.

The man with a withered hand did not plead in-
ability, but stretched it forth when commanded. (Mark
iii. 5.) If we do what we can, God will not be want-
ing to do that for us which we cannot. -

The nobleman who, though he had shown a great
anxiely that our Lord should come down, yet, at his
command, went down alone. A great blessing followed.
John iv. 50.

Pecter. Luke v. 5, Acts x. 19—21.

but a prating fool shall fall.

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, resisting the command-
meut of God to obey Moses and Aaron, eavilling and
disputing with those to whom they owed subjection.
Namb. xvi.

Diotrephes held up as a warning to the Church, for
resisting the anthority of the Apostle John. 3 Jokn 10.

They were prating fools condemned by Peter and
Jude, ‘who despised government, presumptuous, self-
willed, who were not afraid to speak evil of dignities.
2 Pd. ii. 10. Jude 10.13.

Ch. x. 12.  Hatred stirreck up strifes:

Ishmael’s conduct to his brother disturbed the
whole family. Gen. xxi. 9—14. CGdl. iv. 29.

The unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles against
their converted brethrem, &ec., at Antioch, in Pisidia
(Aots xiii. 50), at Tconium (Acts xiv. 2—4), at Thessa-
lonica (Aets xvii. 5), at Berea. Aets xvii. 13,

[Ch. x. 12,

lost our will, we
shall find happiness.

Lord’s Prayer:
“Thy will be done.”

The will of God is
my pole-star, and
with my eye con-
stantly upon it I
shall * be earrted
safely through all
storms and tem-
pests,

Doing God’s will is
food to a healthy
soul. John iv. 34.

What the precept
constitutes our du-
ty, love makes both
a privilege and a
pleasare.

Catechism

Duty towards my
neighbour. . . . to
submit myself to all
my governors, &c.

Collect for 4th Sun-
day after Easter,
and for St. Andrew's
Day.

See on Prov. i. 5.

Prov. xviii. 6.
Eccles. x. 12,
James i, 19, 20.
Tit. ii. 9.

Obedient, not an-
swering again.

Prov. xv. 18; xxix.
22,

James iv, 1.

Form of Prayer for
20th of June.

For unity . . fake
away all hatred, &¢.



to x. 13.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.,

but lote covereth all sins. (Explained p. 13.)

Joseph, in making use of the term * stolen® (Gen.
xl. 15), without any mention of particulars, seems
to have intended to throw a veil over the cruelty of
his brothers, whom he did not wish to reproach to a
stranger. (See also Gen. xlv. 5—8.) He that covereth
a trausgression sceketh love. Prov. xvii. 9; xix. 11.

Alimelech generously concealed the deceit David
practised upon him, though the mention of it would
lave tended to free himself from blame. 1 Sam. xxi.
1—6; xxii. 14, &e.

David’s lamentation over his bitterest persecutor.
2 Sam. i.

The Gentile Christians at Antioch and Macedonia.
The Jews treating the Gentiles as unworthy of a par-
ticipation in their privileges, contended with the Apos-
tles (Acts xi. 2), because they preached to the Gen-
tiles ; but no sooner were the Jews in distress, than
those Gentile Christians hastened to relieve them.
Aets xi. 29. 2 Cor. viii. 1—4.

Paul’s mediation for Onesimus, sending him back
indeed to his master, but with such an appeal to his
compassion, as must have secured Philemon’s forgive-
ness of Onesimus. Ep. to Philem.

Our blessed Lord’s apology for his sleeping disciples.
(Matt. xxvi. 41.) The forbearance with which He
notices their desertion of Him (Mats. xxvi. 31,32
xxviii. 10) ; his condescension to the unbelief of Tho-
mas (Jokn xx. 25—27) ; the tenderness of his restora-
tion of Peter (Mark xvi. 7. Jokn xxi. 15—19) ; com-
manding his disciples to preach first at Jerusalem (Luke
xxiv. 47), which had just embrued her hauds in his
blood. 1 Pet. ii. 21.
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1 Pet. iv, 8.
Eph. iv. 29—32.
Ps. Ixxxv. 2.
Eph.v. 1.

‘"Hatred delights in
broils. On the con-
trary, love concili-
ates, removes ag-
gravations, puts the
best construction on
every thing, and
pours water, not oil,
on the flame.”"—
Clarke.

Love thy friend
with all his faults.
Thou art not per-
fect thyself, therc-
fore expect not-per
fection in others.

““ May we Kknow
more of that love
which will take a
brother’s failings to
the throne of grace,
while throwing over

them a cloak of
charity.”
Collect for Quin-

quagesima Sunday.

Ch. x. 13, In the lips of kim that hath understanding wisdom is found :

Pharaoh found wisdum in the lips of Joseph, who
being taught of God (Gen. xli. 38) not only interpreted
his dreams, but gave him good advice under his diffi-
culties. (Gen. xli. 33—36.) Of how much importance
is it to every one to have such for their friends,

Philip. Jokn i. 45—49.

Solonion’s judgment. 1 Kings iii, 16—28.

Peter at Jerusalem, the wisdom of whose appeal was
so felt, that it silenced all controversy. Aects xi. 2—18.

James at the first general council of the Church.
Acts xv, 13—22.

Luke vi. 45.

Col. i. 9, showing
how we may obtain
undersianding.
Col. iv. 6.

See on Prov. x. 21 ;
Xiii. 20,

but a rod is for the back of him that is roid of understanding.

Gideon’s punishment of the men of Succoth. Judyes
viii, 16.
Reloboam. The evils he brought on himself by
preferring the advice of his young, rash, and selt-
DS

Prov. xxiiil. 13;
xxvi. 3.

Jer, x. 24,
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willed companions, to that of the old men wha had
been his father’s counsellors. 1 Kéngs xii. 13—19,
Our Lord’s rebuke of Peter. Matt. xvi. 22, 23,
Peter’s rebuke of Simon Magus. Aets viii. 20—23.
Taul’s rebuke of Elymas (Aefs xiii. 8—11), and of
the Galatians, Gal. iii. 1,

Ch. x. 14.  Wise men lay up knowledye :

Jacob, though perplexed by what -Joseph said, kept
it in mind as important ; and the event justified the
wisdom of his so doing, though many years were to pass
before he would fully understand it. Gen. xxxvii, 11.

Daniel. Dan. vii. 28.

Marvy. Luke ii. 19..51.

Parable of the sower ; the.seed on the good-ground
contrasted with that which fell by the way-side. Luke
viii. 15. 12,

[Ch. x. 14,

Ps. exix. 11.
Eccles. iii. 7.
Communion
viee :

Third Collect to be
said after Lhe Of-
fertery : “‘Grant, we
Deseech thee,” &c.

Ser-

-See on Prov. i. 5.

but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. (Explained p. 15.)

The Israelites in the wilderness (Vumb. xiv. 27—30),
stigmatized by Moses as a foolish people. Deut. xxxii,
6

Samson. -Judges xvi. 17.

Nabal, kindling a spirit of contention in others,
which threatened, as a burning fire, to destroy him-
self. Prov. xvi, 27. 1 Sain. xxv. 10—13,

x. 18. He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and
slander, is @ fool.

Saul attempted to conceal hia hatred of David by a
flattering offer, which -he hoped would prove the ‘de-
struction of David ; but it onmly increased his glory,
und Saul’s fear and misery. 1 Sam. xviii. 22—30.

The adversaries of the Jews professed attachment
to them, and then slandered them to Artaxerxes. Ezra
iv. 1—16.

Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem, and others, hid hatred
with lying lips, making false professions of friendship
to Nehemiah. (INVeh. vi. 1-—4.) But notwithstandiog
these wieked attempts to hinder it, the temple and
walls of Jerusalem were at length built. Zzra vi.
13—15. Neh. vi. 15, 16.

The disciples of the Pharisees and Herodians pro-
fessed great respect for our Lord, intending, however,
10 pervert all He said to his destruction (Alatt. xxii.
15—22), but they were confounded in the attempt.

Prov. xiii. 3; xxi.

‘See on Prov. x. 8.

he that uttereth a

‘Prov. 'x x. 17.

-Isa, ifi. 11.
Insincerity is bad
policy.

Job xxvii. 8.
 All wickedness is
weakness,”-— Mil-
toz,

Litany :

‘“ From hypocrisy,
hatred, and all un-
charitableness,” &c.

See on Prov. xxvi.
23, 24, :5. 27.

x. 19.  {n the multitude of words there wanteth not sin :

Job multiplied words without knowledge (Job xxxv.
16), uttered what he did not understand (Job xlii. 3),
justilying himsell rather than God (Job xxxii. 2; xxxiv.
5.), and sinned in so dving. (Job xxxiv, 12.)

Eccles. v. 3; x. 13,
14,

James iii. 2.

Light words weigh
heavy in God's ba-



to x. 21.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

Jobh’s friends, had they liold their poace, would have
preserved themselves from the sin of uncharitableness.
(Job xxxii. 3,) 'We oftener repent of saying too much
than of saying too little.

The tattling women mentioned by Paul, speaking
things which they ouglit not. (1 Pim. v. 13.) Gossip-
ing and lying generally go hand in hand.

It has been remarked by Bishop Hall, that of the
eleven Apostles, as Peter spake most so he exred most.
Matt. xvi. 22 ; xxvi. 74.

but he that refraineth his lips is wise.

- Abraham'’s servant, gave ‘himself time for reflection
.on the remarkable concurrences of Providence, which
seemed to be pointing out Rebekah to be the person
intended by God for Isaac’s wife, that he might not
come rashly to such a conclusion. (Gen. xxiv. 2L
Prov. iv. 265 xv. 28. The heart of the righteous
studieth to answer.) He who knows not when to be
silent, knows not when to'speak.

Aaron’s silence on the ‘death of his two sons, Ler,
X, 3.

Saul, the wisdom of his silence when the children of
Belial contemptuously rejected him as their King.
1 Sam. x..27. -Prov. xi. 12.

Hezekiah’s ‘command not to answer Rab-shakeh.
2 Kings xviii. 36.

Elibu studied the proper time to speak, and though
competent ‘to speak best, spoke last (Job xxxii. 4):
a fine example for young people to imitate.

David. Ps. xxxix. 9.

Our blessed Lord as a child. His respect for age
nnd station; a hearer, and when speaking, asking with
modesty, and not forward to display his knowledge ;
thus instructing especially children to be swift to
hear, slow to speak. Luke ii. 46, 47. See on Prov.
xv. 2.

Ch. x. 21, The lips of the righteous feed many :

Job. Job iv. 3, 4 ; xxix. 21, 22.

‘I')anid, the sweet Psalmist of Israel. Ps. Ixxviii. 70
—%2.

Peter, and the other Apostles at Jerusalem, fed
many thousands (Aets iv. 1—4) with knowledge and
understanding (Jer. iii. 15), through the preaching of
a crucified and risen Saviour.

Philip at Samaria. Acts viii. 5—8,

Paul and Barnabas (dets xi. 26 ; xiv. 22—28), and
:glso' Judas and Silas (4ofs xv. 32, 33), at Antioch, in

yria.

In nbout thirty years after the ascension of our
blessed Lord, his disciples, principally by means of

D6
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lance. Matt. xii. 37.
It is scarcely pos-
sible to speak much,
and yet speak no-
thing inconsistent
with truth or love.
In order to restrain
your lips, keep your
heart diligently, for
out of the abun-
dance of the heart
the mouth speak-
eth.

Prov. xi. 12; xxi.
23; xxx. 32.
James i. 19.

Matt. xii. 36, 37.
Ps. cxli. 3.

‘Never speak but
when you have
something to say.
‘Wherefore shouldst
thou run, seeing
thou hast no ti-
dings ?”"—Bp. But-
ler.

Better say rothing,
than nothing to the
purpose.

‘“He is wise that
hath learned to
speak little with
others and much
with himself and
God. How much
might be gained for
our souls if we
would make a right
use of this silence.”
—Abp. Leighton.

See on Prov. xvii.
27, 29,

Prov. x. 20; xi. 20;
Xv. 7.

Eph. iv. 29.

“ Every man should
be a sun in his little
sphere, manifesting

God's glory, and
shining without
merit.”"—.{dams.

Collect for St. De-
ter's Day.
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preaching, extended the inestimable blessings of Chris-
tianity over a great part of the civilized world. Col.i. 6.

but Yools die for want of wisdom.

The Jews at Antioch, in Pisidia, their neglect and
cantempt of the preaching of Paul and Barnabas, which
had proved such a blessing to the Gentiles. Acts xiii.
41, 45, 46.

Jerusalem. Luke xix. 41—44. Matt. xxiii. 37, 38.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY

[Ch, x. 24,

1 Cor. i. 23, 24.
John v. 40; viii. 24,
James i. 21.

Ch. x. 24.  The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him :

The builders of Babel, who, for fear of dispersion,
designed to build a city and tower ; but God so or-
dained it, that this very attempt was the occasion of
their dispersion. Gen. xi. 4—9.

The Canaanites. Josk. v. 1 ; x. 1, 2. 40,

Aliab. 1 Kings xxii. 30, 37.

Johaunan and others distrusting God’s promise of
protection, fled to Egypt for safety, where Nebuchad-
nezzar destroyed them. (Jer. xlii. 8—18; xliii.) There
is no avoiding punishment unless we avoid sin.

Belshazzar. Dan. v. 6. 30.

but the desire of the righteous shall be granted.

Hannah. 1 Sam. i. 20.

Esther. Esth. iv. 16 ; viii. 15—17.

Daniel and his three friends. Dan. ii. 16—23.
Simeon., Luke ii. 25—30.

Job xv. 21.

Heb. x. 27—31.

Ps. xe. 11, 12.
“The wicked caun
fear nothing so bad,
and tle righteous
can desire nothing
sogond, as are really
intended for them.”

Ps. xxxvii. 4.

John xvi. 23, 24.
Matt. xxi. 22.
Luke xi, 9—13.
Collect for 10th Sun-
day after Trinity.

X. 25. _As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no move :

The world of the ungodly by the flood. Ger. vii. 21.

In one day, three and twenty thousand Israelites
who had joined Baal-peor. Numb. xxv. 4, &e. 1 Cor.
x. 8.

The kings destroyed by Joshua. Josk. x.

Zeba and Zahnunna. Judges viii. Ps. Ixxxiii. 11—14,

Elab, a weak and luxurious prince, the son of a
murderer (1 Kings xvi. 7), himself assassinated while
feasting in the house of his steward, by the captain of
his chariots, a traitor who shortly after destroyed him-
self. 1 Kings xvi. 9, 10.

Zimri. 1 Kings xvi. 18, 19.

Sennaclerib and bis immense army came like a
whirlwind, threatening to bear down all before them,
but they quickly vanished ; one hundred and eighty-
five thousand Assyrians being destroyed in one night.
2 Kings xix. 35.

but the righteous is an everlasting foundation.

God’s covenant with Noah (Gen. vi. 17, 18 ; ix. 9),
and with Abraham (Gen. xvii. 19); wbich includes

Prov. i. 27.

Job xx. 5; xxi. 13;
xxvii. 21.

Ps. xxxvii. 10,

The hope of the un-
godly is like dust
(thistle-down) that
is blown away with
the wind; like a
thin froth that is
driven away with
the storm; like as
the smoke which is
dispersed here and
there with a tem-
pest, and passeth
away as the remem-
brance of a guest
that tarrieth but a
day,—Wisd, v, 14.
See on Prov. xiv.
a2.

Prov. x. 30; xil. 8,
7; xxviii. 18.



to x. 28.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

all who walk in the steps of his faith. (Rom. iv. 11, 12.
23—26.) Also his covenant with David (2 Swn. vii.
16), referring to the kingdom of Christ (Luke i. 32),
and embracing all those who truly love Him, [sa, Iv.
3. 2 Tim. iv. 8. Reo. iii. 21.

Ch. x. 28.  The hope of the righteous shall be gladness :

Abraham, whose long-deferred hope was joyfully
realized in reference to the birth of Isaac. LRom. iv.
18—20.

Joseph, after suffering for righteousness’ sake thir-
teen years. Gen. xli. Ps. ev, 17—21.

Moses’ hope of deliverance (Ezod. xiv. 13), and the
gladness in which it issued. Ezod. xv.

The gladness with which the pious Jews realized
the Liope they had cherished, of their return from their
eaplivity in Babylon. Ps. exxvi.

The hope of the true servant of God when he enters
heaven, though meeting with many discouragements
by the way, Ps. Ixxiii. 24 ; xvii. 15.

That a well-grounded hope is in itself a source of
present happiness, appears from the following ex-
amples : —

The Psalmist. Ps. xxiii.

Dauiel gave thanks when he knew that the writing
was signed which sentenced him to the den of lions.
Dan. vi. 10.

The Christians addressed in Heb. x. 34.

The strangers scattered throughout Pontus, &ec.,
even though under manifold trials, 1 Pet. i. 3—8.

Paul, when a prisoner at Rome (Phil. i. 20—23) ;
also his prayer for the Romans (Rom. xv. 13), and for
the Thessalonians. 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17.

but the expectation of the wicked shall perish.

Goliath ; his head cut off with his own sword, when
fully expecting to destroy David with it. 1 Sam. xvii.
44. 51.

Athaliah, imagining that she had destroyed all the
seed royal of the house of David, and that her usurpa-
tion was secure. 2 Kings xi. 1—16.

Sennacherib, instead of taking Jerusalem, perishing
in his idol-temple by the hands of his own sons.
2 Kings xix. 23. 37. 2 Chron. xxxii. 21.

The Jews’ expectation of help from Egypt. Jsa. xx.
5, Lam. iv, 17.

Herod’s disappointment at not being able to murder
our Lord (Matt. ii. 16), contrasted with Simeon’s glad-
ness in realizing his long-cherished hope. Luke ii.
28—30.

The man that had not on a wedding garment—faith
which worketh by love. Matt. xxii. 11—13. Rom. xiii.14.

The foolish virgins, koocking but not admitted, un-

85
Isa. xxviii, 16.
Malit. vii. 24, 25,
1 Cor. iii. 11.
Jude 20, 21.
Tit. i. 2,
Rom. viii. 24, 25.
1 Pet. i. 3—6.

‘“Worldly hopes are
not living, but lying
hopes and dying
hopes; they often
die before us, and
we live to bury
them, and see our
own folly and in-
felicity in trusting
to them, but at the
utmost they die
with us when we
die, and can accom-
pany us no further.
But this hope an-
swers expectation
to the full, and
much beyond it,
and deceives us no
way but in that
happy way of far
exceeding  it.” —
Leighton.

Public Baptism of
Infants. The first
prayer: ‘“ Almighty
and everlasting
God,” &c.

Te Deum: ‘O Lord
&c., confounded,”

Job xxvii, 8.
Matt. vii, 22, 23.
Prov. xxiil. 17, 18.

He acts but a fool's
part who aims at
heaven and lives at
random.

A man may live
and die in an un-
grounded confi-
dence of bLis sale
condition, and not
fear his ruin till ho
begin to feel it.
Matt. vii. 22, 23,
Luke xvi, 23.

2 Cor. xiii, 5.
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prepared to meet the Lord, having the form of

godli-
ness, but denying its power. Matt. xxv. 11, 12,

[Ch. x. 29,

See on Prov. xl. 7;
xiv. 32.

Ch. x. 29. The way of the Lord is strength to the upright :

David executed judgment and justice unto his peo-
ple (2 Sam. viii. 15), and God established him (2 Sam.
v, 10. 12), preserving him whithersoever he went.
2 Sam. viii. 6.  See on Prov. iii. 7.

Daniel, walking in obedience to God, it gave him
courage and confidence in danger. Dan. vi. 10.

“T{re Apostles. Aets iv. 8—33; v. 41, 42, Mait. v.

, 12,

Paul and Silas singing praises at midnight, though
severely beaten. Aects xvi. 25. Rom. viil. 35—39.

but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity.

Saul. 1 Chron. x. 13, 14. Pros. xi. 3.

Jeroboam. 1 Kings xiv. 7—11. Isa. 1.'11,

Belshazzar dismayed by a guilty conscience. Dan.
v. 6. 9. 22—30.

Ch. xi. 2. When pride cometh, then cometh shame :

Miriam. Numb. xii. 10.

Uzziah. (2 Chron. xxvi. 16—21.) It is a dangerous
indiscretion for a man not to know the bounds of his
own calling.—Byp. Hall.

Nebuchadnezzar. Dau. iv. 30, &e.

Moab. Zephk. ii. 9, 10.

Nineveh (Zeph. 1i. 15); illustrating the remark,
that destruction is never nearer than when security
hath driven away fear.

but with the lowly is wisdom.

Joseph. Gen. xli. 16. 38, 39.
Daniel. Dan, ii.-20, 21. See on Proz. ii. G.

xi. 3. The integrity of the upright skall guide them :

Joseph unjustly sold as a slave ; sent as a eriminal to
prison ; a foreigner, suddenly raised to the right hand
of Pharaoh (Gen. xli.); but, under these difficulties and
dangers, his supreme desire being to please God,
integrity and uprightness preserved him. (Gen. xxxix,
4. 22, 23 ; xli.) His persevering integrity to God is
seen in his faith in God’s promises when dying. Gen.
1. 25. Heb. xi. 22.

but the pertersencss of transgressors shall destroy them.

The Israclites in the wilderness, when obstinately
going to attack the Amorites. Deut. i. 43, 44.

Dalaam. Numb. xxii. 32 ; xxxi. 8.

Hophni and Phineas, their obstinate disobedience to

Ps. Ixxxiv,

Isa. xl. 31.

Phil. Iv. 13,

The more we do in
the service of God,
the more we are
enabled to do.
Collects for-1st and
4th Sundays after
Trinity.

Piety is the only
true policy.

Joh xviii. 7. 11—14;
xxvii, 20.

Isa. v. 21.

1 Cor. x. 12.

Luke xiv. 7—11;
xviii. 14,

See on Prov. Xviii.
12,

Prov. xvi. 19; xv.
33.

Ps. xxv. 9.
1 Pet. v. 5, 6.

Prov. x. 9; xiii. 6.
Malt. vi. 22.

John vii. 17,

Ps. xxv. 21; exix.
104. 117.

Integrity is com-
monly the best ca-
suist.

Prov. xi. 5, 6. 19;
xxviil. 18.

Matt. vi. 23

John v. 40.

Ps. xix. 13.



to xi. 10.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
their father, to his grief and their ruin. 1 Sam. ii. 25 ;
iv. 11,

Saul, his obstinacy in persisting in his innocence.
1 Sam. xv. 20.

The erafty wiliness of Absalom, and its issue. 2 Sum.
xv. 3—6 ; xviil.

The crooked policy of Ahithophel ended in his own
destruction. 2 Sam. xvii. 1—3. 23,

Ahaly’s perverseness in selling himself to work wick-
edness, after such repeated warnings and mercies, and
ita awful issue at Ramoth-Gilead..1 Kings xxi. 25, 26 ;
xxii..34. 37.

Ahaziah, an:awful instance of an impenitent death-
bed. 2 Kings i

Jerusalem, as described in Ezekiel’s vision, FEzek.
ix. 9, 10.
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Hold fast integrity,
whatever thou art
forced to let go for
its sake. That lost,
all is lost.

The iniquity of a
bad man will itself
be his ruin. Those
wicked devices by
which he designed
and cxpected to se-
cure himself, be-
coming the instru-
ments of his de-
struction.

Ch. xi. 7. When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish : and the

‘hope of unjust men perisheth.

Balaam’s expectation of reward, and hope of dying
the death of the righteous. Numb. xxiii. 10 ; xxxi. 8.

.Absalom’s hope ‘of being kmg 2 Sem, xviii. Prov.
*x. 20.

The wicked, as deseribed by Job (Job xxi. 7—13)
and the Psalmist. Ps. Ixxiii. 19.

The parable of the rich fool. Luke xii. 16—20.

Ps. xlix. 11, 12. 16,
17.
Job viii. 13, 14; xi.
20.

See on Prov. x. 23.

xi. 8. The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in

his stead.

Mordecai and Haman. Fsth. vii, 9, 10.

Daniel and his accusers. Dan. vi. 23, 24.

The Israelites were delivered out of Egypt, and,
for their safety and benefit, Pharaoh and his host
drowned in the Red Sea. Erod xiv. Isa. xliii. 3, 4.

xi. 10.

Hezekiah’s suceess in the promotion of true religion,
and the joy which followed (2 Chron. xxix. 3—36 ;
xxx. 26), contrasted with the misery into which Judal
was brought under wicked Ahaz. 2 Chron. xxviii. 19.

Nehemiah. By his appointment to the government
of Jerusalem (Veh. ii.) it was raised from a state of
great misery. Vek. 3.3 ; vi. 16 ; viil. 17.

Mordecai. Lsth. viii. 15, 16.

Josial’s removal by death, and the ruin which so
soon after came upon Jerusalem, remarkably shows of
what value the life of a righteous king may be to a
nation. 2 I{ings xxiii. xxiv.

and when the wicked perish, there is shouting.

Pharaoh. Frod. xv.
Sisera. Judges v,
Athaliah, 2 ICings xi. 13—20,

Ps. xxxiy.

Eccles. vii. 8
Lam. iii. 26.
See on Prov. xxi.
18.

When &t goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth. :

Prov. xiv. M;
xXxviii. 12.28; xxix.
2

Prayer for the
Queen and Royal
Yamily and the
High Court of Par-
liament.

Litany Petition for
the Lords of Coun-
cil and for Magis-
trates.
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[Ch. xi. 11,

Ch. xi. 11. By the blessing of the upright the city is exalled :

Thus Elisha, by his prayers and wise counsels, was
the real defence of Israel (2 Kings xiii. 14); and ob-
scrve the blessing brought down on Jerusalem by the
prayer of Hezekiah and Isaiah. 2 Chron. xxxii. 20 —23.

but it is ozerthrown by the mouth of the wicked.

Swearers. Jer. xxiii. 10.

Liars. Hosca iv. 2, 3.

Profaneness, as in the case of the Ammonites, Izek.
xxv. 3, 4.

Boasting, as in the case of the builders of Babel.
Gen. xi. 4—9.

xi. 13,

Moses’ injunction (ZLer. xix. 16), thou sbhalt not go
up and down as a talebearer among thy people, carry-
ing about tales and false reports concerning them,
prying into their affairs, and betraying their con-
fidence. Thongh this may proceed from thoughtless-
ness and love of talking, it tends to great evil. He
who has no bridle on his tongue, has no grace in his
heart. Jam. i. 26.

Doeg, backbiting with bis tongue. 1 Sam. xxi. 7 ;
xxii. 9, 10. Ps. lii. 2. See on Proo. xxiv. 28.

The treachery of the nobles of Judah, in coxrespond-
ing with the enemies of their country, and betraying
Nehemiah’s measures to Tobiah. ek, vi. 17—19.

A talebearer revealeth secrets :

but ke that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter,

Jeremiah’s prudent rescrve, without violating truth.
Jer. xxxviil, 24—27.

Ahimelech. Sec on Proo. x. 12.

Though a child should not indulge nor be indulged
Ly his parents in reporting every trivial tale to the
disadvantage of his brothers and sisters, yet where
wickedness is acted it ought not to be concealed ; and
henee it was not tale-bearing in Joseph to report the
misconduct of his brothers to his father (Gen. xxxvii.
2); it was a duty he owed to hig father, to his bro-
thers, to God, and to his own soul, to take this, which
was the most effectual way, pot to suffer sin upon
them. Ler. xix. 17.

xi. 14.  Where no counscl is, the people fall :

The twelve tribes.
raising up of onc judge an
was no king, every man did t
his own eyes, and they became
mies. Judges ii. 19, &e.; xvii. 6

In the intervals between the

another, when there

t which was right in
prey of their ene-
i. 26,

Eccles. ix. 18.

Ps. ci. 7.

James iii. 6.
Communion  Ser-
vice: Petitions after
the third and ninth
Commandments.
See on Prov. xxix.

8.

Prov. xviii. 8; xx.
19; xxv.9, 10; xxvi.
22

Believe not all you
hear, nor speak all
you know; and as
you should be very
cautious in believ-
ing any ill of your
neighbour,soshould
you be rmauch more
cautious in report-
ing it.

Thou shalt Jove thy
neighbour as thy-
self. Matt. xxii. 39.

1 Pet. iv. 8.

¢ The honest man's
ear is the sanctuary
of his absent friend's
name, of his pre-
sent friend’s secret :
neither of them can
miscarry in_ hls
trust,”"—Bp. Hall

Prov. xv. 22,
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89

but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. (Explained p, 16.)

The resuit of the first general council of the Cliurch
held at Jerusalem. Acts xv. 6, &c. 31.

Amazish tool advice (2 Chron, xxv. 17), but it was
not with good advice he made war with Joash, and
therefore he was defeated. Verses 22—24. Proc.
xiii. 10.

The princes of Judah took counsel, but not of God.
Isa. xxx, 1—5.

‘I;rov. XX. 18; xxiv

See on Prov. i. 5.

Ch. xi. 17.  The merciful man doeth good to kis own soul :

Joseph had sorrows of his own (Ps. ev. 18), but he
took au interest in those of his fellow prisoners, the
chief butler and the chief baker. (Gen. x1. 6.) This
led them to unburden the cause of their sorrow to him;
and hence arose the opportunity of interpreting their
dreams which ultimately led to his own advancement.
Gen. xli. 9—14.

The Kenites ; the kindness shown by them to the
Israelites was gratefully remembered many hundreds
of years after, to the benefit of their descendants.
1 Sam. xv. 6. Eccles. xi. 1.

David’s compassion to the Egyptian slave was the
means of his signal success. 1 Sam. xxx. 11—20.

Jonathan’s kindness to David led to his children’s
preservation. 2 Sam. ix. 7; xxi. 7.

Job, in seeking mercy for others, found good to him-
self. He eat good by the fruit of his mouth. (Prov.
xiii. 2.) The Lord turned the captivity of Job when
he prayed for his friends. Job xlii. 10.

The centurion, having built the Jews a synagogue,
they interceded for him ; and his anxiety for the wel-
fare of his siek servant was the means of confirming
his own faith in Christ. (Luke vii. 2—10.) Let thy
soul love a good servant. Feclus. vii. 21.

Cornelius, Aets x. 4. Proo. xii. 14.

The barbarous people ®; their mercy to those who
had been wrecked on their coast, and the blessing they
received. Aets xxviii. 1—10.

but ke that is cruel troubleth his own flesk.

Cain, in murdering Abel, destroyed his own peace.
Gen. iv. 13.

Josepli’s brethren. Gen. xxxvii.; xlii. 2).

Adonibezek ; his barbarity was visited on himsell.
Judges 1. 6, 7.

Agag. 1'Sam. xv. 33.

Haman ; his malicious cruelty against Mordecai and

Prov. xix. 17; xxii.
9

Ps. xli. 1—3; exii.

Isa, xxxii. 8; lviii.

‘“ How unsuitable is
it for us, who live
only by kindness
(Tit. iii. 4—7), to
be unkind.” — Ed-
wards.

Lam. iii. 22.

Luke vi. 39.

Fail not to be with
them that weep, and
mourn with them
that mourn. Be nat
slow to visit the
sick; that shall
make thee to le
beloved.

Ecclus. vil. 34, 35.

Cultivate a genc-
Tous spirit, and you
will cut off many
temptations to dis-
honesty.

See on Prov. xi. 25.

Job xx. 19—29.
James ii. 13; v,
1—3.

They that will be
rich (oppressing
others to Dbecoma
s0), covetous, hard-
hearted, — pierce
themselves through

* So the Greeks and Romans called all other nations that did nat receive their

customas nor speak their lJanguage, 1 Cor. xiv. 11.
against this island is called Barbary.

To this day the African coast over
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the Jews, was visited on his own sons, who were in-
volved in his punishment. KEsther ix. 25.

Jonah's cruelty of feeling against Nineveh, and his
disquietude from his own evil tempers. Jonah iv. 1—3.

The griping and penurious miser, as described in
Eccles. iv. 8; a mere slave to his business, he thinks
he never has enough, and without any excuse for it,
denies himself the comfort of all he has, bereaving his
soul of good, grudging himself every morsel he takes.
Pror. xiii. 15.

Ch. xi. 18, The ticked worketh a deceitful work ;

Pharaoh was deceived in his wicked attempt to
diminish the people of Israel, by murdering their chil-
dren. (Aetsvii, 19.) It issued in their increase (Lrod,
i. 20), and in the destruction of his own people. Ezod.
Xii. xiv.

Caiaphas, in condemning our Lord, sacrificed justice
to expediency, in the hope, by this stroke of worldly
policy, to prevent the ruin of his country by the Ro-
maps. (John xi. 49, 50.) By so doing he brought upon
it that ruin.

The devil, in the crucifixion of our Lord (ZLuke xxii.
53), involved himself in deeper ruin by his success,
Heb. ii. 14. Col. ii. 14, 15.

The great persecution against the Church at Jeru-
salem, by which its enemies thought to erush it, be-
came the means of propagating the Gospel to an ex-
tent which could scarcely have taken place by any
other means. Aets viil. 1. 4.

but to kim that soweth righteousness shall be @ sure reward.

Noal’s patient continuing in well doing. Gen. vi. 22;
vii. Heb. xi. 7.

Abraham. Heb. vi. 15.

Joseph. Gen. xxxvii—xli. Ps, xxxvii. 4—6.

Simeon. Luke ii. 25—32 ; Lam. iii. 25, 26.

Anna, who seems to have made the loss of her hus-
band, in the prime of life, a motive for increased de-
votedness of heart to God, and whose persevering at-
tendance on his worship was, after mauy years, blessed
with a sight of that Saviour in whom she trusted. Luke
ii. 36—38.

Contrast the death of Judas (Matt. xxvii, 3—5)
with the feelings expressed by Peter just before Lis
death. 2 Pe. i. 4. 11. 16 iii. I3.

Paul going forth in simplieity and godly sincerity
(2 Cor. i. 12) to sow spiritual things. Under very dis-
couraging appearances at first, he not unfrequently
saw afterwards an abundant harvest in the spiritunl
good done to others (compare his first coming to Phi-
lippi, Acts xvi., with his Epistle to the Philippians);

[Ch. xi. 18,

with many sorrows.
1 Tim. vi. 9, 10.

It cannot be said of
a miser that he pos-
sesses his riohes,
however atlached
he may be to them.

Prov. xxii. 8.
Eccles. x. 8.

Isa. lix. 5—8.
Rom. vi. 21.

¢ They who altempt
to deceive others,
deceive themselves,
and are often ruined
by the very mea-
sures from which
they expected the
greatest advan-
tage.”

See.on Prov. xxvi.
27,

Prov. x. 9.

Luke xiv. 13, 14,
Ps. cxxvi, 5, 6.
Gal. vi. 7, 8.

Hos. x. 12,

Suffer and expect.

‘2 Thess. iii. 5.
.In prayer we often

cast in the seed of
an harvest which
will be reaped at
some remote period.,
Eccles. xi. 1.

The way of God’s
precepts leads tothe
enjoyment of his
promises. Thou
meetest” him that
worketh righteous-
ness.
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and at the end of his course he had a sure reward. ‘“ What we weave
(2 Tim. iv. 7,8.) No such reward attended those de- in time we shall
ceitful workers who opposed him, whose end was ag. "o In eternity.
cording to their works. 2 Cor. xi. 156. Prov, xiii. 17.

Ch.xi. 21.  Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be un-
punisked : (Explained p. 28.)

The Babel builders. Gen. xi. 4. Prov. xvi. 5.
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Numb. xvi. The iresistible

J 4 P . power of God is im-
The kings of Canaan combining against Israel. Josh. pilied in the follow-

ix. 1, 2. ilng E{a]ssages;

3 . sa. x1. 15, 17,

Adonizedee, &ec. Josh. x. oo < 18]
Job ix. 4.

but the seed of the righteous shall be delivered.

The preservation of Abraham’s posterity, Isaac, Second Command-

H 1 ment :
Jacob, Joseph, amid the many dangers to which they T Show merey unto
were exposed, and often without any human means of {hougands (of gene-

protecting themselves. Gen. xxvi. 24 ; Xxxv.5 ; XXXiX.; rations) unto them

xli. Ps. cv. 12—15. that love me.”
Mephibosheth. 2 Sam. xxi. 7. ﬂea“txlz“'} :f
Solomon. 1 Kings xi. 12. 34. Ps. ciii, 17, 18.
Abijam. 1 Kirgs xv. 4. Jer. xxxii. 39.

The Israélites often. (Lrod. iii. 15—17. 2 Kings
viii, 19.) Though this promise, in its fullest -sense,
belongs only to those who follow in the steps of their
righteous ancestors. Ezek. xviii. 4.

xi. 25. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall
be watered also himself.

Abraham was no loser by his liberality to Lot (Gen. ‘‘Frugality is the
xiii. 9. 14, 15), nor by his hospitality to the three men. 27 to charity, and
(Gen. xviii. 2.) He thereby entertained angels un- Dt]\:rs “'g.ong: v:i,h(:
awares. And in the care he took of the religious in- motives is charity
struetion of his servants (Gen. xviii. 19), he was ve- to ourselves.”
warded by their fidelity to him, as appears from the
conduct of his eldest servant. Gen. xxiv.

The widow of Zarephath giving, and sparing not Prov. xix. 17;
(Prov. xxi. 26), she did not luck. 1 Kings xvii. 10, &e. ’2"8’“".27'6 N
Mart. x. 41. H gr. iy 5.

. eb. xiii. 2.

The Shunammite. 2 Kings iv. 8—37. Matt. v. 7.

Publiug’ kindness to Paul was rewarded by the re- 2 Cor. viii. 9.
covery of his father. Aets xxviii. 7, 8.

The Philippians were distinguished for’their bounty
to Paul (Phil. iv. 15), aud for God’s grace on their )
own souls. PPLil. i. 4,5. See on Prov. iil. 10. Sec on Prov. xi 17.

xi. 27.  He that diligently seeketh good, procurcth farour :

Abraham’s servant. Gen. xxiv. Prov. ii, 1—9.

) ; . ““We receive grace
Josepl’s populftrlty umong the Egyptians. Gen. |0 desine boce
xlvii, 25. Prov, xi, 26, Bp. Wilson.
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Joshua diligently sought the good of the Israclites.
(Josh. iii. 15 vi. 125 viL. 16; viii. 10.) Before euter-
ing on the conquest of Canaan, he renewed the dedica-
tion of himself and them by the sacraments of Circum-
ciston and the Passover (Josk. v.), and with his latest
breath exhorted them to obedience. (Josh. xxiii.) He
obtained great honour both from God and man (Josh.
iii. 7 ; iv. 14); and his labours were eminently suc-
cessful. Josh. xxiv. 21. 31.

Mordecai, whose brethren did not envy him his
greatness, but praised and loved him for the kindly
exercise of his vast powers on their behalf. Esth. x. 3.

Job. Job xxix. 11—13.

The good wife and mother, as deseribed Prot. xxxi.
10—31; the praise and blessing she received from
lier husband and children, as the reward of the dis-
charge of her duty to them. Prov, xxxi. 28,

Dorecas (Acts ix. 36—41), who had endeared herself
to the poor by her works of faith and labours of love,
spending her time, not in making rich apparel for her-
self, but garmeunts for the widow. Prov. xxii. 1.

but ke that secketh mischief, it shall come unto him.

The devil, in tempting Eve, and the awful sentence
brought on himself. Gen. iii. 14, 15. Ps. ix. 16.

Balak, seeking to curse Israel, was himself cursed.
Numb. xxii. 6 5 xxiv. 17.

+ Abner was the chief canse of the civil war which,
for nearly seven years after the death of Saul, afflicted
Judah and Israel. (2 Sam. ii. 8, 9.) He set up-his
nephew to be king in opposition to David, though he
knew David had a right to the throne by God’s ex-
press appointment. (2 Sam. iii. 9.) He was assassi-
pated by Joab (2 Sam. iii. 27), God overruling that
very wicked act, prompted by revenge and jealousy,
to punish Abner for his manifold wickedness,

[Ch. xi. 31,

Matt. vii. 7, 8.

Heb. xl. ¢.

Ps. exix. 4, 5, 6.
Dan. xil. 3.

They that turn

many to righteous-
ness ghall shine as
the stars for ever
and ever.

Good finds good.

Do they not err that
devise evil?

Prov. xiv. 22.

Ps. vii. 15, 16.

See on Prov. v, 22;
xxvi. 27.

Ch. xi. 31.  Behold, the righteous shall be vecompensed in the earth : much

more the wicked and the sinner. (Explained p. 41.

Jacob; the chastisement of God’s providence towards
Lim for deceiving his father. (See on Proo. xii. 22.)
He deceived Isaac with a kid (Gen. xxvii, 6—29); his
sons deceived him by a kid. Gen. xxxvii, 31—33,

Moscs, for speaking unadvisedly with his lips (Ps.
cvi. 33), was denied his dearest earthly wish (INumb.
xx. 12), praying, but without success, for the reversal
of the sentence (Deut. iii, 23—26) ; and even when
summoned to die, reminded of it. (Deut. xxxii, 48—52.)
This would be also an awful warning to the Israelites,
of the certainty of the execution of God’s threatenings
against them. .

David, by his grievous fall, had despised God’s au-
thority (2 Sam. xii, 9) ; his son Absalom despised his,

Be sure your sin
will find you out.
Numb. xxxii. 23.
If the righteous
scarcely be saved,
where shall the un-
godiy and ihe sin-
ner appear? 1 Pet.
iv. 18.

“God would have us
read our sins in our



to xii. 5.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

(2 Sam. xv. 10.) David’s erime arose from the indul-
gence of the sinful lusts of the flesh (2 Sam. xi.); he
was punished by similar crimes in his own children.
(2 Sam. xiii.; xvi. 22.) He murdered Uriah with the
sword of the Ammonites (2 Sam. xii. 9) ; the sword
never departed from his house. 2 Sam. xii. 10 ; xiii.
28 ; xviii. 14. 1 ICings ii. 23—25.

The lioly prophet of Judah. (1 IKirgs xiii. 26.) It
seems to have been one intention of his punishment, to
warn Jeroboam of the certain destruction awaiting
him (1 Kings xiii. 33, 34), if he persisted in his great
wickedness, who had introduced both schism and
idolatry into Israel. He bad changed the object
(1 Iings xii. 28), the place (1 Kings xii. 29), the
times, of worship (1 Kings xii. 32), and the ministers
for conducting it. 1 Kings xiii. 33.

Zacharias, for nine months, was struck dumb, for a
momentary distrust of God’s word. (Luke i. 20.) His
office as a priest (Mal. ii. 7. Deut. xxxiii. 10), and
distinguished holiness as a man (Luke i. G), render
thig the more solemn as a warning.

Ch. xii. 5. The thoughts of the righteous are right :

David, when advised to take away the life of his
bitterest enemy, whose counsels against him were de-
ceit (1 Sam. xxiii. 9), did not merely consult what
would seem to be for his worldly interest, but whether
the thing was right in the sight of God. (1 Sam. xxvi.
8—11.) Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24, shows his deep auxiety
to have his thoughts right, his motives pure.

The Psalmist. Ps. cxix. 113. 5.

Daniel, whose purpose was to live soberly, righte-
ously, and godly, exercising temperance in the regula-
tion of his appetites, justice to his fellow-creatures, and
piety to God. Dan. i. 8 ; vi. 4. ’

Nathanael. Jokr i. 47. Proz. xi. 23.

Paul. Aots xxiv. 16. 2 Cor, iv. 2.

but the counsels of the wicked are deccit.

The devil accomplished the ruin of Eve by dazzling
her mind with the prospect of increased knowledge,
wisdom, and dignity. Genr. iii. 5, 6.

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, concealed their real
object, which was to nsurp to themselves the power
and authority of Moses and Aaron, by an affected de-
sire to promote the liberties of their fellow-countrymen,
whose vanity they took the opportunity of flattering,
in order to make them the tools of their plot., Numb.
xvi. 3.

Jeroboam’s counsel was deceit. (1 Iings xii. 28.)
What he said to the Israelites (1 Iings xii. 28) was
not What le said in his leavt. (1 Kings xii. 26.) It

93

judgments, that we
might both repsnt
of our sins, and give
glory to his jus-
tice.”"—Bp. Iall.
Ps. Ixxxix. 31, 32.
1 Cor. xi. 32.
Collect for Septua-
gesima Sunday.
Litany :

‘ From thy wrath,
and from everlust-
ing damnation,
Good Lord, deliver
us.”

¢ Remember  not,
Lord, our offences,
&c., neilher take
thou vengeance,”
&ec.

2 Thess. 1. 8, 9.

Ps. cxliii. ], 2.

Phil. iv. 8, 9.
‘““Upon the regula-
tion of our thoughts
depends the regula-
tion of our lives.”””
‘“To think well is
the way to act right-
ly.”—Paley.

Ps. cxix. 13.

‘' Remember  al-
ways the presence
of God. Rejoice al-
ways in the will of
God. Direct all ta
the glory of God."
—Abp. Leighinn.
Collect for the Fifth
Sunday after Easter.

Ps. xii.2; exx. 2,3,
Prov. xx. 14

The righteous de-
sire to know and do
the will of God.
They have no evil
intention concealed
under fair pro-
fessions. They speak
the truth in their
heart (Ps. xv. 2);
but it is the study
of the wicked how,
by dcceit, trick, fair
pretence, and cun-
uning artifice, they
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was not their convenience, but the gratification of his
own ambition, which he sought.

The prophet of Bethel (1 Kings xiii. 18), with his
mouth destroying his neighbour. Prov. xi. 9.

Sanballat and Geshem ; their counsel to do some
mischief to Nehemiab, under the pretence of a friendly
meecting for the public good. Neh. vi. 2.

In the counsel Haman gave Ahasuerus, the pretext
was patriotism-—the real motive, malice against Mor-
decai. Esth. iii. 8. 5, 6.

Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, of the royal family of
Judah, who, employed by Baalis, king of the Ammon-
ites (Jer. x1. 14), treacherously murdered Gedaliah,
whom Nebuchadnezzar had appointed governor of
Palestine, after the destruction of Jerusalem. Jer. xli.
1—7.

Daniel’s accusers, under colour of doing honour to
the king, really intended the ruin of his favourite.
Dan. vi. 7, 8.

Herod concealed his wickedness from the wise men
under the mask of piety. Matt. ii. 8. 16,

The Pharisees respecting the tribute-money. Matt.
xxii. 15, 16.

Judas. Jokn xii. 4—6.

The masters of the damsel possessed with a devil,
contrived such an accusation against Paul and Silas,
as would hide their real motive ; their pretext was
regard for the public peace. Acts xvi. 19—21.

Demetrius and his fellow-workmen affected a regard
for religion (Acts xix. 24—28) ; but the leading motive
both in their case and that of the masters of the damsel,
was covetousness. It i3 an easy thing to pick a
quarrel where we intend a mischief.”—Bp. Hall.

The Jews laying wait for Paul. Acts xxiii. 15.

Ch. xii. 8. A man shall be commended according to kis:

Thus under every disadvantage arising from ,their
station in society at the time, Joseph, David, and
Daniel were commended. Joseph when cast as a
criminal in prison (Ger. xli. 39), David when a shep-
herd’s boy (1 Sam. xvi. 18), and Daniel when a cap-
tive. Dan. 1. 19, 20; ii. 47, 48.

Mary was more commended by our Lord than
Martha, because she ehowed more wisdom in the ex-
pression of her love to Him. Luke x. 39—42.

The disciples of Christ at the day of judgment (Mazt.
xxv. 1—13), especially those who have been instru-
mental in converting sinners. Dan. xii. 3.

but ke that is of a perverse heart shall be despised.

Hophni and Phinchas, though filling a very sacred
officc, and sons of the judge and high priest of Israel.
1 Sam. 1. 3; ii. 17. 30.

[Ch, xii. 8,

may overrench
others. It is to a
man’s shame thus
to act, and let him
remember that God
is a discerner of the
thoughts and in-
tents of the heart,
and judges them.
We mistake if
we imagine that
thoughts are free;
or that by deceit we
shall promote our
true interests.

‘Upright simplicity
is the deepest wis-
dom; and perverse
craft ihe merest
shallowness.”—
Barrow.

Prov. xx. 17.

Send down thy Spi-
rit, Lord! to write
thy law upon my
heart, nor let my
tongue indulge de-
ceit nor act the liar’s
part.

wisdom :

Prov. ii. 6.
James i. 5.
Prov. iii.
xvii. 2.
We should fre-
quently think on
the day of judg-
ment, which will
set the seal on all
characters.

1 Cor. iv. 5.

2 Cor. x. 18

21, 22;

Prov. i. 21—26; {ii.
3

5.
Dan. xii. 2.



to xil. 13.] SCRIPTURE EXAMELES.

Nabal, though very rich, was despised even by his
own servants. 1 Sam. xxv. 2. 17. Pror. xxviii. 6.

Judali, for her perverse departure from God, was
despised even by those who had courted her alliance.
Jer. iv. 22, 30. Lam. i. 8.

The prodigal son, when. he had spent all his money,
no man gave uuto him, being despised even by his
former companions. Luke xv. 15, 16.
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See also Ps. xix. 13;
1i. 10, suggesting a
suitable prayer to
Ppreserve us from a
perverse heart,

Ch. xii. 10. A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the

tender mercies of the wicked are oruel.

Jacob, Gen. xxxiil. 13, 14.

David’s rescue of the lamb, endangering even his
own life for it.. 1 Sam. xvii. 34, 35.

Judah, reluctant to wurder his brother, but willing
to' sell him as a slave, though knowing the anguish it
would cause his aged father. Gen. xxxvii. 27.

Nahash the Ammonite, his cruel offer to the men
of Jabesh-Gilead. 1 Sam. xi. 1, 2.

Pilate, at the very moment he declared our Lord to
be innocent, yet suggested that He should bé scourged.
Luke xxiii. 186..

xii. 11.
that followeth vain persons is void of understanding. See p.

Jacob's industry. In charge of his uncle’s flocks he
was careful, honest, laborious, and God prospered him,
Gen. xxxi. 40 ; xxxii. 10.

The followers of Abimelech, as illustrated by Jo-
tham’s parable, and proved by facts. Judges ix. Pror.
xxiv. 21.

The followers of Absalom, a demagogue who preached
political freedom in the chains of moral bondage. 2 Sam.
xv. 6 ; xviii. 7.

The followers of Theudas and Judas perished (Aets
v. 36, 37) ; a warning to all who suffer themsclves to
be drawn awny by seditious leaders, to resist lawful
authority, “the powers that be,” (Rom. xiii. 1,) and
meddle with affairs of state, instead of studying to be
quiet and mind their own business.

He that tilleth kis land shall be satisfied with

Deut. xxfi, 7; xxv,
4.
Po. xxxvi. §; cxlv.

Jon. iv. 11.

Matt. x. 29.

The above refer-
ences show God's
tender care for ani-
mals, and therefore
our duty.

Luke vi. 36.

Prov. iii, 3.

bread : but he
18.

Prov. xiii. 11, 23;
xiv. 4. 23; xxvii.
23—27; xxviii. 19,
1 Thess. iv. 11, 12.
2 Thess. iil 10—12.

Constant  occupa-
tion prevents temp-
tation.

Industry in our call-
ing is the way to
competency. By
neglecting our busi-
ness we are led to
associate with com-
panions by whose
evil communieation
Wwe are soon cor-
rupted and ruined.

xil. 13,  The wicked is snared by the transgression of his lips :

Korah, &c., speaking evil of dignities, their own
tonguc fell upon themselves. Numb. xvi. 1—3. 31—34.
Ps. Ixiv. 8.

‘The Amalekite who brought Saul’s crown to David,
and Rechab and Baanah. 2 Sem. i. 2—16; iv. 5. 12.

Adonijah, who was plotting by his request the usurpa-
tion of the throne which God had so distinetly given to
Solomon. 1 Kings ii. 23.

Daniel’s accusers. Dan. vi, 24.

The Jews at the trial of our Lord (Matt. xxvii. 25),
a9 illustrated by their present state.

1 Pet. iii. 10.

We must answer
for our words.
Matt. xii. 36, 37,
Ps. xix. 14,

See on Prov, xviii.
7. 21,
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but the just shall come out of trouble.

Joshua and Caleb. Numb. xiv. 10. 24. 30.

Esther’s effectual suit for her own life and that of
her people. Eisth. vii. 3; viil. 3—17; ix. 25.

Peter at Jerusalem, when they that were of the
circumecision contended with him. Aects xi. 2—18.

Ch. xii. 15,

Lot’s sons-in-law. Gen. xix. 14,

The Israclites’ self-will in rejecting the counsel of
Samuel. (1 Sam. viii. 10—20.) Trace their folly in
the disasters which overtook them under the king
whom they had chosen. 1 Sam. xiil. 22; xiv, 52;
XXXt 1—7.

The Pharisees, who excommunicated the man who
had beeun born blind, Jokn ix. 34.

but ke that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.

Pharaoh. Gen. xli. 37—45.

Jacob, by hearkening to the counsel of Judah, was
restored to his lost child. Gen. xliii. 11 ; xlv. 25—28.

Moses, though eighty years of age, learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and “ whom the Lord knew
face to face”” (Deut. xxxiv, 10), hearkened to Jethro’s
counsel. Erod. xviii, 19—24.

Nathanael’s readiness to take the advice of his
friend, and his wisdom in so doing. Jokxn i. 46—51.

Apollos, though distinguished for his eloquence and
knowledge of the Scriptures, hearkened to the instruc-
tion of Priscilla as well as of Aquila. Aets xviii,
24—26.

The. consequences of David not hearkening to the
counsel of Joab. 2 Sam. xxiv. 3, 4. 15. -

xil. 16. A fool’s wrath is presently known -

Jehoram’s (king of Israel) against Elisha. 2 Kings'

vi. 31.

Jezebel’s against Elijah. 1 Kings xix. 1, 2.

Nebnchadnezzar’s rage against Shadrach, &e., which
appeared in his conntenance. Dan. iii. 19.

Those in the synagogue at Nazareth agaiust our
Lord. Luke iv. 28.

but a prudent man covereth shame.

Contrast Gideon’s command of temper (Judges viii,
2, 3,) with the conduct of the men of Ephraim. Judges
viii, 1.

The Jews’ silence when taunted by Rabshakeh. Isa.
xxxvi. 21. Prov. xxvi. 4.

David (1 Sam. xvii. 29, 30,) contrasted with his
quarrelsome elder brother Eliab (1 Sam. xvii. 28),
striving with David without cause, when he had done

The way of a fool is right in his own eycs :

[Ch. xii. 15,

Ps. xxxiv. 10,
Rom. viii. 35—39. .
2 Pet. il. 9.

Prov. xiv. 16.

Gal. vi. 3.

1 Tim. vi. 4.
Proud, knowing no-
thing.

He who knows
nothing, doubts no-
thing.

See on Prov. xxi, 2.

Ps. exix. 24.

* The first step to
knowledge is to
know that we are
ignorant.”"—Cecil.
Love those who ad-
vise, rather than
those who praise
you.

Wisdom is gotten
by hearkening to
good counsel, for
none are born so na-
turally. Job xi. 12.

See on Prov. i. 5;
ix. 9; xix. 20,

Prov. xxv.28; xxx.
32, and Matt. v, 22,
suggesting a  so-
lernn motive to re-
strain anger.

James i. 19.
Prov. xvii. 9; xxix,
11,



to xii. 19.] BCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
him no harm. (Proo. iii. 30.) David anawered him
prudently, not nccording to his folly, or a violent
contention might have ensued.

Saul (1 Sam. x. 27) contrasted with himself. 1 Sam.
xx, 30—33.
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See on Prov. x. 12.

Ch. xii. 18. There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword :

Saul, against his son Jonathan (1 Sam. xx. 30) and
against David, whose tongue, even when he flattered
David (1 Sam. xviii. 21), was as a sharp sword (Ps.
Ivii. 4), and his lips as a burning fire. Proo. xvi. 27.

Doeg’s slander and its results. 1 Sam. xxii. 9—19.

The Jews against our Lord: Jokn viii. 48.

Jeremiah was the object of cruel mocking. Lam.
i, 14. Heb. xi. 36,

but the tongue of the wise s health.

The wise and healing advice which St. Paunl gave
respecting the excommunicated person. 2 Cor. ii,

Jethro’s wise advice to his son-in-law, to restrain
his zeal, and thus prevent him from destroying his
health by over-exertion. Ezod. xviil. 17—26.

Abigail, by her soft answer, preserved the life of her
husband, and also David from the guilt of murder.
1 Sam. xxv. 24—33.

Stephen’s prayer for his murderers (Aets vii. 60),
contrasted with their feelings towards him. (dcts vii.
54. 57—59.) Saul of Tarsus, who was oue of them
(Acts xxii. 20), became afterwards an eminent saint,
and thus was Stephen’s prayer remarkably answered.
James v. 16.

xii. 19.  The lip of truth shall be establisked for ever :

Caleb and Joshua’s report of the promised land,
and that the Israelites might easily conquer it (Vumb.
xiii. 30), was proved to be true, and that of the ten
other spies false (IVamb. xiii. 32), as appears from the
Book of Joshua.

Reference may also be made to some of the won-
derful prophecies of the Bible, uttered between two
and three thonsand years ago, but now fulfilling, as in
tihe present state of Nineveh, Vak. i. 8. 10 ; Zeph. ii.

3—15.

Babylon. (Jsa. xiii. 19; xiv. 22, 23.) Its broad
walls are utterly broken (Jer. 1. 26; 1i. 58}, nothing is
left of it but heaps of earth trodden under foot of men.
— Volney.

Tyre. (Lzek. xxvi, 4,5 ; xxvii. Isa. xxiii. 3.8. The
whole populalion of the village consists of fifty or sixty
poor familics, who live obscurely on the produce of
their little ground and a trifling fishery.— Volney.

James iii. 6—3.
Prov. xviii. 8; xxv.

18,

As such  deep
wounds may be in-
flicted by an un-
governed tongue,
how watchful
should we be against
evil speaking. Matt.
v. 44. Ps.cxli. 3. |

Prov. x. 20, 21.

Eph. iv. 29—32.

“Let not your
tongue be a thorny
bush, pricking and
hurting tlhose that
are about you, nor
altogether a barren
tree yielding no-
thing, but a fruitful
tree, a tree of life
{Prov. xi. 30), to
your neighbour.”—
Abp. Leighton.

See on Prov. xvi.
24.

DMatt. xxiv. 35.
2 Pet. i, 19—21.

Truthisalways con-
sistent wilh itself;
and the more and
longer it is tried,
the more will this
appear. He who
strictly adheres to
truth, will gradually
establish his cha-
racter, and will not
have cause to fear
any investigation;
but a liar is soon
detected, being apt
to contradict him-
self, and thus ren-
der himself sus-
pected and distrust-
ed in every thing.
=
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Egypt. (Ezk. xxix. 15.) After a long course of
grandeur, and in contradiclion to its natural advan-
tages, Ezekiel pronounced that Egypt should be the
hasest of kingdoms, and that it should be no morve
%ovemcd by native princes; and such has been the
act. Deprived twenty-three centuries ago of her
natural proprietors, she has been successively a prey
to the Persiaus, the Macedonians, the Romans, the
Grecks, the Arabs, the Georgians, and at length to the
race of Tartars distinguished by the name of Ottoman
Turks.

The preservation of the Jews (Deut. iv. 31, Lev,
sxvi. 44. Amos ix. 9) as a separate people.

The coming of our Lord, and ihe events of his his-
tory ; the place of his birth (Micak v. 2); the exact
time (Dan. ix. 25, 26); the manner. Isa. vii. 14, &ec.

Particularly notice tlic improbability of the fulfil-
ment of many of the prophecies at the time they were
delivered.

For instance, how unlikely that the Jews, who so
ardently expected their Messiah, should reject Him
when He came, as foretold by Isaiah ([fsa. liil.); that,
being rejected and put to death at their instigation,
He should, as foretold by David (Ps. xxii. 16), die by
crucifixion, a punishment not in use among them ;
that all his bones should be out of joint, and not
one broken (Ps. xxii. 14; xxxiv. 20. Jokn xix. 36);
that dying the vilest of deaths, He should yet be
buried honourably. (Isa. liii. 9.) Again; if it had
been said that the clothes of our Lord would be given
to the executioner, this was customary in almost every
country ; but the circumstance of their casting lots, as
foretold by David (Ps. xxii. 18), scemed entirely to
depend on the caprice of the soldiers at the moment.
Prov. xv. 11. John xx, 3L -

As all our hopes for eternity are built on the Bible,
truth thus established by the fulfilment of its prophe-
cies, proves it to be the word of God, and that we may
venture an eternity upon it. 1 Pet, i. 24, 26.

Lut a lying tongue is but for a moment.

Contrasted with the fulfilment of these prophecies,
may be noticed the confusion which God has put upon
the lying oracles of the heathen, as those of Babylon,
&e. [sa. xliv. 25; xlvii, 12—14.

The prophecies of the various false prophets.

Zedeliial’s prophecy of the success of Ahab, was
followed almost immediately after by Ahab’s destrue-
tion, 1 Kings xxii. 11. 37. .

Hananiali’s prophecy of the Jews’ deliverance from
Nebuchadnezzar’s yole (Jer. xxviii. 2. 11), made the
people trust in a lie, and brought destruction on him-
self. Verses 15—17.

[Ch. xii. 19,

" Accustom your
children to a strict
attention to truth,
even in the most
minute parliculars.
If a thing happen
at one window, and
they when reiating
it say that it hap-
pened at another,
do not let it pass,
but instanily check
them; you do not
know where devia-
tion from truth will
end.” — Dr. John-
son.

“ The importance
of strict and scru-
pulous veracity can-
not be too often in-
culcated. Johnson
was known to be so
rigidly attentive ta
it, that even in his
common conversa~
tion, the slightest
circumstance was
mentioned with ex-
act precision. The
knowledge of his
having such a prin-
ciple and Dhabit,
made his friends
have a perfect re-
liance on the truth
of every thing he
told, however it
might have been
doubted if told by
many others.” —
Boswell's Life of
Johnson.



to xii. 22.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

The devil’s assurance to Eve, that she should not
die. Gen. iii. 4, 5.

The Amalekites lie to obtain David’s favour. (2 Sam.
i.10. 15.) Saul killed himself, and that not with a
spear, but with his sword. 1 Sam. xxxi. 4.

Gehazi. 2 Kings v. 22. 25. 27. Prov. x. 9.

Ananias and Sapphira, who lied not only to men,
but especially to God, attempting to deceive God the
Holy Ghost. dds v. 5. 10. Pror. xxi. 6.

Ch. xii. 21.
be filled with mischief.

Abraham. His was a life of trial, but God blessed
him in all things. Gen. xxiv. 1. Isa. xlvi. 4.

The same event has often a totally different aspect
to the just and the wicked.

Tsaac was oppressed with blindness and other in-
firmities of age, being probably bed-ridden nearly forty
years (Gen. xxvii.; xxxv. 28, 29); but thus was he
taught to look for a better, even a heavenly country.
Heb. xi. 13—16. :

So Elisha, at a very advanced age, seems to have
died under a lingering disease (2 ICings xiii. 14); but
under very different circumstances to Jehoram, the
wicked son of pious Jehoshaphat. 2 Chron. xxi. 18, 19.

Josiah died in battle (2 Chron. xxxv. 23, 24), slain
like Ahab (1 Kings xxii. 34, 37), by an arrow; but
Josialh died in peace, taken from the evil to come.
(2 Kings xxii. 20. Ps, cxgi. 15. Isa. Ivii. 1, 2.) Ahab’s
death was a judgment, a declaration that the measure
of his iniquity was at length filled up. 1 Kings xxii. 28,

Jeremiah suffered much through life, and probably
died a violent death, but under very different circum-
stances from those of Jaazaniah. (Ezek. xi. 1—8. 10.)
The Lord was his portion. Lam. iii. 24—26.

David’s afflictions (2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. Ps. cxix. 71)
contributed to his good. God often corrects us in this
world to save us in the next.

Paul's thorn in the flesh, “ God answered his prayer
by & mercilul denial, and most blessed him in crcssing
his desire.”—Bp. Hall. (2 Cor. xii. 7—10.) “Insorrow,
joyful ; in poverty, rich ; in chains, free ; when over-
whelmed with ignominy, he gloried in death itself ; he
lived, he conquered, he triumphed.” His feeling (2 Tim.
iv. 18) in the immediate prospect of martyrdom (2 T'im.
iv. 6), emphatically shows there shall no evil happen
to the just, and presents a striking contrast to the
denth of Judas, Matt. xxvii. 3—5.

xii. 22. Lying lips are abomination to the Lord :

The buyer disparaging a commodity in order t¢
cheapen it, and laughing at the simplicity of him who
E2

29

Prov. xix. 5. 9.
Job xx.4—8; zxvli.

8.
Rev. xxi. 8.

See on Prov. xiil. §;
xxi. 28.

There shall no evil happen to the just: but the wicked shall

Rom. viii. 28.

2 Cor, iv. 17, 18.
‘“The guilt of one
sin is a greater mi-
sery than a thou-

sand  cTogses.” —
Dyer.
‘“What can be

heavy to that man
who is eased of the
intolerable burden
of sin? How ani-
mated was that say-
ing of Luther,
‘Smite, Lord, smite,
for thou hast ab-
solved e from my
sins.”” Ps. xxXii. I,
2.—Abp. Leighton.
Rev. vii. 9—17.
‘Whatever wrongs
we suffer, if we be
kept from doing
wrong, we shall en-
joy the peace of God
in our hearts, and
all will come to a
good issue.

1f God has chosen
your way, it is the
best that ecould be

chosen. It may be
rough, but it is
right. It may be

tedious, but it is
sale.

,The tree Lhat God

plants, no wind
hurts.
Te Deum: *The

noble army of Mar-
tyrs praisc thee, O
Lord.”

Ses on Prov. xiv,
14.

Prov. vi. 16, 17,
Rev. xxil. 15.
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sold it at so low a price. (Prov. xx. 14.) On the sin
of not dealing truly, see p. 49, on Prov. xx. 10.

Trace the course of God’s providence towards Jacob,
after deceiving his father. Gen. xxvii.

1.) The wrath of Esau. Gen. xxvii. 41 ; xxxii. 6, 7.

2.) The deceit of Laban. Gen. xxxi. 7.

3.; And especially the deceit of his own children,
g‘lore than thirty years after his sin, Gen. xxxvil.

1—35.

If for this one lie, to which Jacob was enticed by
his mother, God visited him through a course of so
many years, how hateful in God’s sight must be the
habitual liar !

The lie of the old prophet of Bethel to the prophet
of Judah, shows the great guilt and fatal effects of
lying, far beyond what we may at the time suppose,
By lying he became a murderer. (1 Kings xiii. 18—24.)
And though God may not in every case detect and
puuish lying in this world, He certainly will in the
next, Ree. xxi. 8.

but they that deal truly are his delight.

Moses, who faithfully declared most unwelcome
truths, Numb. xii. 7, 8.

Samuel, his striet regard to truth, even when a
child (1 Sam. iii. 18); his integrity as a judge. (1 Sum.
xii.) He was highly honoured of God as an inter-
cessor. Jer. xv. 1. Ps, xeix. 6.

Daniel. Dan. vi. 4 ; ix. 23.

Nathanael. Jokn i. 47. 51. Matt, v. 8.

Ch. xii. 23. A prudent man concealeth knowledge :

The prudence of Samuel in not communicating what
he had to say to Saul in the hearing of his servant.
1 Sam. ix. 27.

Saul did not mention to his uncle the high honour
which was awaiting him ; this showed both his mo-
desty in avoiding ostentation, and his prudence not to
excite envy. 1 Sam. x. 16.

Nehemiah knew the wickedness of the motives by
wlhich Sanballat and Geshem were influenced in in-
viting him to a conference, but prudently did not give
that as a reason for not attending it. Nek. vi. 2, 3.

Paul’s freedom from ostentation. As it would not
have anawered any good purpose, he for fourteen ycars
concealed the fact of his having been caught up into
the third heaven. (2 Cor. xii. 2.) Nor did he make any
display of his knowledge of the deep mysteries of re-
ligion, but prudently adapted his instructions to the
state of those he taught (1 Cor. iii. 2. Heb. v. 11, 12),
thus imitating his divine Master. (Mark iv. 33. John
xvi, 12.) 1t is wisdom sometimes to conceal our know-
ledge, that we may not prejudice truth.—Bp, Hall.

[Ch. xii. 23,

f“Slander and flat-
tery arc bothof them
lies, ditfering only
in manuer and cir-
cumstance."” — Bp.
Hopkins.

Use not to make
any manner of lie,
for the custom
thereof is not good.
Ecclus. vii. 13.

The practice of ly-
ing, even in jest,
tends to weaken our
reverence for truth,
and by degreesleads
to lying in earnest.
1 Thess. v. 22.

Catechism:

‘“ Keep my tongue
from lying," &c.
Ps. exix. 29.

Ps.xv. 1, 2.

Prov. iii. 3, 4; xi.
20.

‘We must not only
speak the truth, but
do the truth; not
only profess, but
practise it; dealing
truly with God »nd
man, 1 Johu i. 6.

Eccles. iii. 1. 7.

A wise man will
hold his tongue till
lie see opportunity,
but a babbler and a
fool will regard no
time.

Ecclus. xx. 7.
Prov. xiv. 33. Wis-
dom resteth in the
heart of him that
hath  understand-
ing, i. e. is locked
up in his breast till
the proper time
comes of drawing it
forth.

A quict tongue
shows a wise head.
Great talkers show
that they desire only
to be thought emi-
nent, whereas the
deepest waters are
least heard.

See on Prov. x. 19;
xi. 13; xxix. 11.



to xii. 25.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness.

The fool alluded to by Solomon ( Eccles. x. 3), who,
though lie would endeavour to seem wise, yet talking
on subjects he does not understand, publishes his ig-
norance as if he were ambitious that every one should
know he is & fool.

Those vain- talkers referred to by Paul (1 Tim.i.
6, 7), desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding
neither what they say nor whereof they affirm, only
exposing their folly by their noisy empty discourse.
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A man may be
known by his look :
aman’s attire, and
excessive langhter,
and gait, show what
he is.

Ecclus. xix, 29, 30.
Ps. xix, I4; Ii. 10;
cxli. 3.

See on Prov. xiii.
16; xv. 2. 14; and
p. 46 on Prov.

xviii. 2,

Ch. xii. 24. The hand of the diligent shall bear rule:

Abraham’s servant. Gen. xxiv. 2. 10,

Joseph, not only when a slave in the house of Poti-
phar, but when considered as a criminal in prison.
Gen. xxxix. 4. 22,

Jeroboam, made by Solomon ruler of the house of
Joseph. -1 K ings xi. 28.

but the slothful shall be under tribute.

The Israelites, as recorded in the book of Judges,
from their neglect of God, sensual indulgences, and
love of present ease, in not driving out their enemies
when they had them in their power, were under
tribute to Cushan (Judy. iii. 8), to Eglon (Judy. iii. 12),
to the Philistines (Judyg. iii. 31), to Jabin (Judy. iv. 2),
to the Midianites, &e. Judg. vi. 1.

The slothful alluded to by Solomon (Pror. xxiv.
30—34), unexpectedly yet irresistibly brought at
length to extreme want and beggary.

xiil. 25. Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop :

Jacob. Gen. xxxvii. 33—35 ; xlii. 38,

Eleazar and Ithamar burnt the sin-offering which
ought to have been eaten. (Leo. x.16,17.) The reason
was, heaviness of heart occasioned by deep family
affliction, the destruction of their brothers, Nadab and
Abihu (Lev. x. 1, 2), which, as Aaron their father
urged, rendered them too much depressed to eat the
sacred feast as it ought to be eaten, with calmness and
cheerfulness. Lev. x. 19.

Ezra’s deep affliction, almost amounting to despair,
at the ungodly marriages of his countrymen. FEzra ix.
4—6.

Neliemiah, though in the midst of worldly abun-
dance, yet his grief for the ruinous state of Jerusalem.
Neh. i. 4.

The Psalmist, under a sense of sin. Ps. xI. 12.

Jeremiah. Jer, viii. 18.

The widow of Nain, weeping as she followed her
ouly son to the grave, Luke vii, 12,

ES3

Prov. x. 4; xiii. 4:
xvii. 2,
Rev. iil 21; xvi. 7.

See on Prov. xxii.
29.

My son, lead not a
beggar's life.
Ecclus. xI. 28.
Prov. xix. 15; xx.
4 (see also p. 40 ou
x. 4); xxi. 23.
Matt. xxv. 26—30.
Heb. vi. 12.

Prov. xv. 13; xvil
22

We should watch
against giving way
to grief, lest it unfit
us for duty.

The Communion:
General Confession.
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but a good word maketh it glad.

Hezekiah cast his burden on the Lord, and observe
God’s kind message to himn by Isaiah, Isa. xxxviii.

Ezra, the encouragement he received from Shecha-
niah to proceed with the reformation of his country-
men. frzra x. 1—5.

Nehemiah, Nek. ii. 1—6.

The woman that was a sinner.
Mau. ~. 4.

Mary Magdalene. Jokr xx. 11—18.

The disciples going to Emmaus. Luke xxiv. 17. 32.

Those bereaved of relatives, the words of comfort
addressed to them by Paul. 1 Thess. iv. 13—18.

Luke vii. 38. 50.

[Ch, xii. 26,

Prov. xv. 28; xvi.
24; xxv.1l; xxvil,
9

Isa. 1. 4.

Matt. xi. 28.

The Communion :
¢ Hear what com-
fortable words our
Saviour,” &c.

Ch. xii. 26. The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour :

Jehoshaphat was made to appear more excellent
than his neighbour Jehoram, king of Israel, when
they were in the same outward circumstances. 2 Kings
iii. 14.

Daniel (Dan. vi. 3), whose excellence, though a Jew
and a captive, was so felt even by a heathen king, that
he preferred him above all the princes and presidents
of his own people.

Herod Antipas’ reverence for, and fear of, John even
while meditating his destruction, is a striking illus-
tration of the dignity of a truly religious character.
Mark vi. 20.

Paul, by his piety, was a support to the whole ship’s
company, and rendered them far more service than
the master of the ship. .dects xxvii.

The change wrought in the Corinthians (1 Cor. vi.
11); in the Ephesians (Eph. ii. ]—72; in the strangers
seattered throughout Pontus, &c. (1 Pet. i. 22) ; was
not a mere change of opinion, but of moral character,
which evidently made them more excellent than their
heathen peighbours *.

Lazarus, the beggar, was more excellent than his
rich neighbour, at whose gate he was laid (Zake xvi.
20—23), being rich in the graces and eomforts of the
Spirit, which are the true riches. Jam. ii. 5.

but the way of the wicked seduceth them.

Balaam, while acknowledging the excellency of the
righteous, was seduced by yielding to his covetous
desires, not to tread in his steps (Nwmb. xxiii. 10,

Prov. xiv. 19

The duty of show-
ing our religion by
our conduct is im-
plied in the follow-
ing references.
Matt. v. 46—48..
Luke vi. 32—36.
Phil. ii. 15.

1 Pet. ii. 18—21;
iii. 3, 4.

It is not possessing
a larger share of
wealth, or learning,
or natural wisdom,
a greater capacity,
or brighter parts,
which  constitute
superior excellence,
but righteousness.
This inspires the
soul with generous
principles.

It is the effect of
communion with
God which makes
the righteous more
excellent thnan' hia
neighbour., He is
tbe living temple of
the Holy Ghost.

1 Cor. vi. 19.

James i. 13, 14.

® The teslimony of Pliny, who was a heallen, to the character of the first Chris-

tians is very remarkable.

Writing to the Emperor Trajan, he says, ‘‘ They were

accustomed on a stated day to assemble before it was light, and addressed themselves
in a form of prayer to Christ as God, binding themselves, as with a solemn oath, not
for the purpose of any wicked design, but mever to commit any fraud, theft, or
adultery; never to falsify their word, break any promise, or deny a trust when they

should be called upon to deliver it up.”



to xiii. 5.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
2 Pet. ii. 15), and found not the honour he sought.
Proov. xi. 19.

Sordid Laban’s testimony to Jacob (Gen. xxx. 27);
his niggardly treatment of his nephew led to the loss
of his services.

Pharaol’s testimony to Moses (Zzod. ix. 27; x. 16);
and Saul’s to David (1 Sam. xxiv. 17). Yet, though
so deep were their convictions of sin, Pharach and
Saul returned again to their iniquity, to attempt the
destruction of those whose righteousness they so fully
acknowledged. Lzod. xiv. 5. 1 Sam. xxvi. 2.

Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, the miserable issue
of his dishonesty, so different from his expectations.
2 Kings v. 27.

Joash’s remarkable testimony to the excellency of
Elisha (2 Kings xiii. 14) ; yet after such deep feeling
continuing the idelatry introduced by Jeroboam, the
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin (1 Kings xii.
25—33); so seductive is bad example, especially
when, as in this case, confirmed by long usage.

Pilate’s testimony to our Lord’s innocence, and fre-
quent attempts to release him, but seduced by the
desire of popularity and the fear of tumult. Mark xv.
15, Matt. xxvii. 24.
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Eccles. xi. 9, 10;
xii. 1.
Heb. iii. 12, 13.

“ Men are atheisti-
cal Lecause they are
first  vicious, and
question the truth
of Christianity be-
cause they hate the
practice of it.”"—
South. Hence it is
their way seduceth
them.

Having pleasure in
unrighteousness,

they believe a lie.
2 Thess. ji. 11,12, _

By sin they promise
to themselves liber-
ty, and find bond-
age. John viii. 3¢.

Colleets for 3rd Sun-
day after Easter and
18th Sunday after
Trinity.

Ch. xii. 28. In the way of righteousncss is life: and in the pathway

thereof there is no death. See p. 15.

Enoch. Heb. xi. 5.

Samuel contrasted with Hophni and Phineas, whose
wickedness brought them to an untimely end. 1 Sam.
ii. 34 ; iv. 11.

David contrasted with Savl. (1 Chron. x. 13, 14;
xxix. 28.) “The fear of the Lord prolongeth days,
but the years of the wicked shall be shortened ;”
which may be further illustrated by the loss of health
brought on by vicious indulgence alluded to (Prov. v.
11), which they avoid who fear God. Pror. iv. 20—22.

Paul, whose desire after righteousness (Aets xxiv.
16. 1 Cor. ix. 27. Heb. iv. 11), is no less remarkable
than his utter renunciation of any dependence on it for
salvation (Phil. iii. 8), was evidently delivered from
the curse of the first death, and the power of the
second or eternal death. 2 T'im. iv, 7, 8.

All who truly believe in Christ (Jokn xi. 25, 26 ; x.
27, 28), the Lord our righteousness. Jer. xxiii. G.
2 Cor. v. 2],

xiil. 5. A righteous man hateth lying :

Joseph, a courtier, but with true nobleness of mind,
avowing the disreputable employment of bis eon-
nexions. Gen. xlvi. 31—34.

Sarmuel, 1 Sam, iii. 18,

£ 4

Prov.ix. 11; x.16;
xi. 19; xix. 23.

1 Tim. iv. 8.

John iii. 36.

1 Cor. xv. 54—38.
Rom. viii. 28; vi,
22, 23. -
Collect in Burial
Service: “ O Mer-

ciful God, the Fa-
ther of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who
is the resurrection
and the life,.din
whom  whosoever
believeih shall live
though he die, and
whosoever  liveth
and believeth in
Him shall not die
eternally,” &c,

Col. iii. 9.

Prov. xii. 17; xiv
5; xxx. 8.

Ps. xv. 1—4.
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Micaiah. 1 Klings xxii. 18, 14, Proo. xiv. 5.

Elihu’s eare not to give flattering titdes to man.
Job xxxii. 22.

The Psalmist’s care to avoid lying (Ps. exix. 29.
163}, and not to suffer those to dwell in his house who
were guilty of it (Ps. ci. 7), or to keep liars company.
Ps. xxvi. 4.

Agur. Proo. xxx. 8.

Jeremiab. Jer. xxvi. 1—15.

John the Baptist, who, abhorring to flatter, boldly
told the truth. Matt. xiv, 4. See Colleet for John the
Baptist’s Day.

Paul’s anxiety to avoid flattery in his ministry.
1 Thess. ii. 5. 2 Cor. iv. 2.

The lying prophets Zedekiah and Ahab. Jer. xxix.

IR

but @ wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to shame.

Jehoram, king of Judah. 2 Chron. xxi. 18, 19.

Gehazi. 2 Kings v. 27. Pror. xx. 17.

Jezebel (2 Kings ix. 35), who had so awfully in-
dueed others to lie, to procure the murder of Nahoth.
1 Ifings xxi. 7—13. Prov. xvii. 18.

Herod eaten of worms (Acts xii. 21—23), for his
loving a lie which fed his pride.

[Ch. xiii. 7,

Dare to tell true,
nothing needs a lie,
the fault that needs
it most, grows two
thereby.

Hypocrisy is lying ;
false doctrine is ly-
ing; breach of faith
is lying. Fraud and
deceit in buying
(Prov. xx. 14) and
selling (Prov. xx.
23) is lying. We
may act a lie with-
out uttering a word.
Acts v, 3.

¢ There is no vice
that doth so covera
man with sbame as
to be found false
and perfidious.”"—
Lord Bacon.

Prov. vi. 16, 17.
Rev. xxi. 8.

Rev. xxii, 15,

Ch. xiii. 7. There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing :

Ahab, thongh a king, rendered miserable for waut
of a garden of herbs ; from his insatiable covetousness,
poor in the midst of his riches.—Calmet. (1 Kings xxi,
4.16. 22. Prov. xxvii. 20.) The pleasure of what we
have is lost by coveting more.

Haman, in the fulness of his sufficiency, in straits.
Esth. v. 11~—13.

The avaricious miser. Fecles. iv. 8. See on Prov.
xi, 17.

The sclf-righteous Pharisee at the Temple, who
fasted at all the stated seasons, and paid tithes with
the greatest exactness, but yet, through his spiritual
pride, was rejected. (Luke xviii, 11—14.) There is one
that laboureth, and taketh pains, and maleth haste,
and is so much the more behind. Lcclus. xi. 11.

The self-conceited Coriuthians. 1 Cor. iv. 8.

there i3 that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.

Matthew. Luke v. 27, 28 ; xxii, 20.

Zaccheus. Luke xix. 8, 9.

Paul (2 Cor. vi. 10. Phil. iii. 8 ; iv. 11.18). The
complaint of weakness argues strength, and, on the
contrary, an opinion of sufficient grace is an evident
conviction of mere emptiness. 2 Cor. xii. 9,10, Bp. Ilall.

The Ephesian converts (Acts xix, 19. Lph. ii.) en-

The more an ava-
ricious man has, the
more he wants, and
therefore the poorer
he really is. Con-
tent is the riches of
the poor man, de-
sire the rich man's
poverty.

“ Nothing can fill
the heart of man
but He that made
it."—Bp. Hall.

Prov. xiii. I1.
Eccles. v. 10.
Luke xii, 15.
s, exix. 36.

Eccles. xi. 1.

Isa. lvii. 15.

Matt. v. 3.

‘* Faith, hope, cha-
rity, temperance,
purity, patience,
contentiment, are
the true riches, and
the lack of them the



to xiii. 12.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
riched with the blessings of the Gospel, ‘the un-
searchable riches of Christ.”

The Church of Smyrna (Rev. ii. 9) contrasted with
the Church of Laodicea. Rev. iii. 17.

Ch. xiii. 10. Only by pride cometh contention :

Dathan’s pride led him to contention with Moses.
Being the descendant of Reuben, Jacob’s first-born,
he proudly aspired to that supreme command which
God had conferred on Moses, the grandson of Levi,
the third in descent from Jacob. Numb. xvi.

The pride of the men of Ephraim. (Judyg. xii. 1—6.)
When we overrate ourselves, we think we are un-
worthily treated by others.

Rehoboam, impatient of any opposition to his will,
disdaining to yield, as though it were an affront to his
ciguity (1 Kings xil.), and the contention that followed.

The Apostles (Luke xxii. 24). Pride is the inmost
coat, which we put on first, and put off last.—Bp.
Hall. What need therefore have we to watch and
pray against it.

but with the well adrised is wisdom.

Rehoboam, though his loss had been so great, and
his preparations so formidable for recovering it, well
.advised by Shemaiah, wisely dropped his contention
with Jeroboam. 1 Kings xii. 22—24.

The Jews, well advised by Iezekiah, entered not
into contention with Rabshakeh. 2 Kings xviii. 36.

Silence is the best answer to some persons, disputing
with them only makes thewn worse,

The multitude of the disciples, well advised by the
Apostles, came to a wise decision, all source of eonten-
tion being removed. Acts vi. 1—7. See on Pror. xvi. 20.

xiii. 12, Hope deferred maketh the heart sick :

Abraham’s long expeetation of Isaac (for nearly
twenty-five years after the promise,) a severe trial to
his faith. Gen. xv. 2, 3. It is not the intcnsencss of
our trials, but the duration of them, which is the
greatest test of patience.

David’s deferred hope of being able to attend the
sanctuary (Ps. xlii. 1—3), and of delivernnce from
Saul. 1 Sam. xxvii. 1.

The Jews’ hope of help from Egypt, to raise the
sicge of Jerusalem, when attacked by Nebuchadnezzar.
Lam, iv. 17.

The two disciples going to Emmaus. Luke xxiv.
17. 2L,

£S5
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porerty most Lo be
dreaded.” — Bp.
Horne.
‘‘ He loseth nothing
tbatlosethnotGod.”
—Herbert.

Prov. xxviii. 25.
James jii. 13—18.

The exaltation of
self is the greatest
promoter of conten-
tion in families, in
the church, and in
the world. It was
to éestroy this spi-
rit that Jesus was
manifested. (Phil.
ji. 3—8.) The sal-
vation of Christ is a
deliverance  from
pride, and a being
clothed with hu-
mility.

Meekly ask counsel
of God, consult His
word,His ministers,
your pious friends,
and your own con-
science ; ponder
your path, and you
will be enabled to
act prudently and
live in peace.

Prov. i. 5; xii. 13;
xv. 31—33.
Rom. xii 13—21.

Gal. vi. 9.

Hab. iii. 17—19.
Our wisdom is Dot
to promise our-
selves too much
from the creature,
but in reference to
what God has pro-
mised, we should
never despair, how-
ever long we may
wait.
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but schen the desive cometh, it is a tree of life.

Abraham, at the birth of Isaac, whose name means

laughter. Gen. xxi. 3—8.

annah (1 Sam. i. 26—28). How sweet are the
blessings which come from the court of heaven thus
inscribed, “ Given in answer to prayer.” Such was
Samuel.

The Jews, when delivered from their captivity in
Babylon. Ps. exxvi. Jsa. li. 11.

Simeon (Luke ii. 286—32), when Christ, the dJesire
of all nations (Hag. ii. 7), promised for 4000 years to
the Church (Gen. iii. 15), at length came.

The joy of the true servant of Christ on entering
heaven (Rep. xxii. 2—5; vii. 14—17), contrasted with
Row. viii. 23, 2 Cor. v. 2—4, descriptive of his present
state.

[Ch. xiii. 13,

Ps. xvii. 15.
James v. 7, 8.

Ch. xiii. 13.  Wnkoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed :

The world before the flood despised the word of
God by the preaching of Noah. 1 Pet. iii. 20. 2 Pet.
i. 5

The Israclites, as described by Moses, and awfully
fulfilled in their destruction by the Romans, Deut
xxviit. 44—68.

The unbelieving Lord at the siege of Samaria.
2 Kings vii. 2. 17—20.

Joash, king of Judah. 2 Chron. xxiv. 17—25.

Amaziah (2 Chron. xxv. 16. 27), refusing instruction
he despised his own soul. (Prov. xv. 32.) He that will
not be counselled cannot be helped.

The chief of the priesis and of the people, just be-
fore the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16.

Jehoiakim, who tonk mo warning by his brother
Shallum’s fall, but who murdered the prophet Urijah
(Jer. xxvi. 20—24), and cut Jeremiah’s roll with a
penknife, and cast it into the fire. Jer. xxxvi. 23—30.

The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah, who fled to
Egypt, and dwelt at Pathros (Jer. xliv. 16, 17. 27), a
remarkable instance of self-will in resisting God’s
word, and of the misery which follows upon the indul-
gence of it.

but ke that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.

Pharaol’s servants. Erod. ix. 20. 25,

Even Ahab obtained some mitigation of his sen-
tence, ] Kings xxi. 29.

Amaziah was no loser by the sacrifice of the 100
talents of silver. 2 Chron. xxv. 6—1].

Eledmelech, the Ethiopian, when Jerusalem was
destroyed. Jer. xxxix. 15—18.

Prov. i. 24—30.
Luke xvi. 31.
Heb. x. 28, 31.

‘We despise Christ,
the “ word of God,"
when we slight his
ministers, and make
light of the gospel
preached by them.
Luke x. 15, 16; xiv.
24.

“ Those ihat prefer
the rules of carnal
policy hefore divine
precepts, and the
allurements of the
world and the flesh
Defore God's pro-
mises and comforts,
despise His word,
giving the prefer-
ence to those things
which stand in com-
petition with ir."—
Henry.

Matt. vi. 24.

Rom, viii. 8, 7.
Collect for 2nd Sun-
day in Advent.

Prov. xix. 16.

Ps. cxv. 13.

Isa. Ixvi. 2.

Mal. iil. 16, 17.
Eph. vi. 2.

Litany:
‘“That it may please
Thee, to give us a
leart to love and



to xiii. 15.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
Contrast Josiah (2 Chron. xxxiv. 27, 28) with his
son Jehoiskim. Jer. xxxvi. 23—30 ; xxii. 19.

Ch. xiii, 15. Good understanding giveth favour :

Abraham, prudent, pious, showing respect to others,
he obtained the respect and regard even of his heathen
neighbours, and a greater readiness than he supposed
to accede to his wishes. Gen. xxiii, 10, 11. Respect,
and you shall be respected.

Abraham’s servant. Gen. xxiv. 2.

The good conduct of Joseph, and God’s blessing
upon him. Gen. xxxix. 2.

Joshua. Josk. vi. 27.

David, 1 Sam. xviii. 14,

Abigail. 1 Sam. xxv. 3. 18—34.

Daniel. Dan. 1. 8,9 ; vi. 3.

The child Samuel was in favour both with the Lord
and also with men. 1 Sam. ii. 26. Pror. xxii. 1.

but the way of transgressors is hard.

The angels which kept not their first estate. 2 Pet.
ii, 4. Jude 6.

Eve, by her transgression, embittered all her life.
She brought. upon herself the anger of God, and a
heart alienated from Him, the loss of par‘\dlse, fear,
shame, sorrow, the reproach of her husband, sub)ec-
tion to Satan and to death, temporal, spiritual, eternal,
which has descended on her postent) Gen.iii. Rom. v.

Cain. Gen. iv. 11—15,

Samson, the child of pious parents, through want of
resolution to break off from sin, his peace was de-
stroyed by contending passions (Judg. xvi. 16), a
soleran warning of the evil of keeping bad company,
and of the misery attendant on the indulgence of un-
lawful pleasures. Judg. xvi. Prov. xxiii. 27, 28.

Saul, threatened by Samuel, rejected by God, under
continual apprehension of being dethroned by his com-
petitor, a prey to jealousy, envy, cruelty, mclancholy,
(1 Sam xvi. 14) ; such was his way, and his end per-
dition.

Gehazi took God’s name in vain (2 Kings v. 20), was
a liar and o thief, makivg use of his master’s name to
obtain money under falsc pretences. (2 Kings v. 22.)

But his cunning avniled him nothing ; deteetion,

shame, and punishment overtook him, desccnding even
to his children, and thus strewing his way with thorus,

The licentious. Prov. ii. 18; v, 11; vi. 26.

The envious. Prov. xiv. 30.

The slothful. Pror. xv. 19.

The passionate man, who, by the frequent indul-
gence of his ungoverned temper, is ever bringing him-
self into trouble, Prov, xix, 19,

6
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dread Thee, and
diligently to live

after thy command-
menta,”

Good insight into
business, discretion
in the management
of it and of them-
selves, diligence, in-
tegrity, piety, will
eminently tend to
promote reputation
and comfort in life.

Wisdom exalteth
her children.
Ecclus. iv. 11,

Ps. exi. 10; exix,
34. 73.

Prov. iii. 1—4.
Rom. xiv. 17, 18.

Prov. v. 1—5; xxii,
14.

TIsa lvii. 20, 21,
Jer. ii. 19.

Rom. ii. 8, 9.
Disobedience to
God’s government
is the source of all
the misery there is
in the universe.

‘““How hard a mas-
ter he serves where
the devil gives the
employment, aod
shame is his enter-
tainment, and sin is
his work, and hell
is his wages."—Bp.
J. Taylor.

‘ Binners labour in
the very fire.”

Litany:

“* From all evil and
mischief, from sin,
&ec., Good Lord, de-
liver us.”
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The drunkaxd. Prov. xxiii. 20—32.

Jonah. Jounak ii.

The prodigal son, whose riotous living soon brought
upon him shame and waunt. Luke xv. 14—16. Proo.
Alil. 25 ; vi. 26.

Ch. xiii. 16.

Abraham. It was not pride, but prudence, which
led him to refuse Eplron’s gift, Ie would not need-
lessly lay himself under obligations which might in-
duce Ephron or his family to claim his assistance in
some way very inconvenient to him either to give or
refuse. Abraham would also thus prevent disputes
which might afterwards arise as to his title to the
field. Glen. xxiii, 13. Prov. xiv. 15.

Jacob’s arrangements for meeting Esau, showed his
prudence (Gen. xxxii. 7, 8,) and knowledge of human
nature (Gen. xxxii. 13.) Pror. xviii. 16), as well as his
faith in God’s promises. Gen. xxxii, 9—12.

The good wife, who considers a field before she
buys it (Proc. xxxi. 16), whether it be fit for her use,
and of a reasonable price, and how she may purchase
it ; as mauy have been ruined by buying without con-
sidering.

Parable of building the tower. Luke xiv. 28.

Paul, when he went to Jerusalem with Barnabas,
showed great discretion aud prudence. Gal. ii. 2.

The accommodation of the Apostles to the preju-
dices of the converted Jews, in permitting themn the
use of the Mosaie ritual, but not permitting them to
force it on the Gentiles. Aets xv.

It was foretold of our blessed Lord, that he should
deal prudently (Isa. li. 13); and many instances are
recorded in the Gospels illustrating this. Wlere
there was determined unbelief he wrought hut few
miracles. (Matt. xiii. 58. Mark viii. 11, 12, with Mat.
vii.6.) Our Lord wrought very few miracles at Jeru-
salemn in the carlier part of his ministry, and the wis-
domn and prudence of this appearin the effect produced
at its close, by the raising of Lazarus (Jokn xi. 47.
53. 57); which makes it evident that not to have acted
as he did would, humanly speaking, have hastened his
crucifixion before his ministry was accomplished. Ob-
scrve also his mode of silencing the Herodians (Matt.
xxii. 16—22), the Sadducees (Matt. xxii. 23—33), the
Pharisees (Mait. xxii. 34—46), his refusing to work a
niracle before Herod (Luke xxiii. 9), and his silenco
on his trial. Matt. xxvii. 14. Where the asker is
unworthy, the question captious, words bootless, the
Lest answer is silence.—Dp. Hall. |

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERDs BY [Ch. xiii. 16,

Eoery prudent man dealeth with knowledge :

“Prudence s an
ability of judging
what is best in the
choice both of the
end and of the
means.”—Groves.

Many go out of Lheir
sphere under good
pretences, but it is
wisdnm to be cau-
tious, and to under-
take nothing bdut
with due delibera-
tion, and what we
understand.

Ps. cxix. 9.

Prov. ii. 1—I11.

Ps. exii. 5. A good
man . . . will guide
his affairs with dis-
cretion.

Eph. v. 17.

Col. iv. 6.
Confirmation Ser-
vice: Prayer,

“ Almighty and

everlasting God . ..
strengthen them,
we beseech thee, O
Lord, with the Holy
Ghost, the Com-
forter, and daily in-
creage in them thy
manifold gift of
grace . . . the spirit
of knowledge,” &c

See p. 51 on Prov.
Xxiv. 27,



to xiii. 20.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES

but « fool laycth open kis folly.

Balaam rebuking his ass. Numb. xxii. 29, 30.

Ahasuerus, a man of pleasure, taking no pains to
distinguish between truth and falzehood, laid open his
folly by lieedlessly giving himself up to be the dupe of
a wicked favourite. Esth. iii. 10—15.

Herod’s rash oath, to give the danghter of Herodias
whatsoever she would ask. Matt. xiv. 7. Mark vi. 23.

Those described by St. Paul, forward to talk of
things they knew nothing of, and to undertake that for
which they were altogether unfit. 1 Tim. i. 6, 7.

Ch. xiii. 20. He that walketh with wise men shall be wize :

While Uzziah had the benefit of Zechariah's in-
struction, he sought God (2 Ckron. xxvi. 5), which is
truc wisdom. Jolexviii. 28.

Joash did that which was right in the sight of the
Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest, afterwards
associating himself with the wicked princes of Judah,
he was destroyed. 2 Chron. xxiv. 2. 17—25.

Ruth, the Moabitess, with Naomi (Ruth i. 16), from
whom she learnt a knowledge of the true God.

Elisha with Elijah. 2 Kings ii. 9.

Andrew, from having been a disciple of John the
Baptist, was thus introduced to a knowledge of Christ,
and Peter also through his hrother Andrew. Jokn i.
40, 41.

The advantage Nathanael derived from having
formed a friendship with Philip. Jokn i, 43—51,

but a companion of fools skall be destroyea.

The Israelites who joined Baalpeor. Numb. xxv. 9.
Ps. evi. 28, 29.

The destruction of Lot’s married daughters, and his
own imminent danger from living at Sodom. Gen. xiii.
12, 13 ; xiv. 12,

Jehoshaphat’s imminent danger from his connexion
with Ahab. 2 Chron. xix, 2.

Jchoram, king of Judah, the son of Jehoshaphat,
by his marriage with Athaliali, the wicked daughter
of Alab, was led into wicked courses, and thus brought
destruction on himself. (2 Kings viii. 18. 27. 2 Chron.
xxi. 12—20.) There needs no more than a bad wife
to undo a family. Prov. xiv. 1. Bp. Patrick.

Ahazial, the grandson of Jehoshaphat, on a visit to
his idolatrons uncle, Jehoram, king of Israel, was de-
stroyed. (2 Kings ix. 21. 27, 28.) And it is an awful
feature of his history, that his mother was his coun-
sellor to do wickedly. 2 Chron. xxii. 3.

The proselytes made by the Pharisces, 2latt. xxiii.
15. Droo. xix. 27.
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Fecles. x. 3.
Prov. xvii, 8.

See on Prov.
23; xv. 2.

Xii.

See p. 42.

Prov. ii. 20; xxii.
17, 18.

Ps. xxvi. 4; cxix.
G3. 115.

‘‘ A good man is the
best friend, and
therefore soonest to
be chosen, Jlonger
to be retained, and
indeed never to be
parted with, unless
he cease to be that
for which ke was
chosen.” — J. Tay-
lor.

Precepts tcach, but
examples draw.

Prov. i. 10, 15; iv.
14, .5; xi. 9; xxii.
2+

““He that would be
safe from the acts
of evil, must wisely
avoid the occa-
sions."—Bp. Iall.
1 Cor. xv. 33, 34.

2 Cor. vi. 14—18.
To decide with
whoin you wiil have
your portion in eter-
nity, yon must in-
quire who are your
companions in time.
Gal. vi. 7, 8.
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Ch. xiit. 21, E'vil pursueth sinners :

Adonibezek. Judy. i. 7.

The Israclites, as referred to in the book of Judges.
Judg. ii. 14, 15.

Abimelech and the men of Shechem ; the blood of
Gideon’s sons was shed by the help of the Shechemites.
(Judges ix. 1—7.) But the friendship which is begun
in wickedness cannot stand. (Judges ix. 23, 24.) The
blood of the Shechemites was shed by Abimelech, who
had thus employed them. (Judgesix. 44, 45.) He that
is false to God cannot be true to man, Abimelech’s de-
struetion soon followed ; plowing iniquity and sowing
wickedness, he reaped the same. Judyg. ix. 24. 56, 57.
Job xx. 4—9.

The Amalekites; the sentence against whom was
executed more than 400 years after i1t was threatened.
Erod. xvii. 14. 1 Sam. xv. 3—7.

Agag. 1 Sam. xv. 33.

Joab, the murderer of Abner and Amasa, 1 Kings
ii, 31, 32. Proo. xi. 19.

The ten trihes. God first destroyed or sent into
captivity by Hazael, that part beyond Jordan (2 Kings
%. 32); then Tiglath Pileser subdued and enslaved all
the northern part (2 Kings xv. 29); and at last all the
ten tribes were taken captive by his gon Shalmanezer
(2 Kings xvii. 3. 6. 18); from which captivity they
have never yet returned.

The present state of the Jews, for crucifying our
Lord, their long-continued sufferings, and unbelief.
Mazt. xxvii. 25. 2 Cor. iii. 15.

The drunkard, the glutton, and the slothful. (Proe.
xxiii. 21.) Idleness travels very leisurely, and poverty
soon overtakes her.

but to the righteous good shall be repaid.

Joseph, after thirteen years’ suffering for righteous-
ness’ salce. Gen, xi. 40,

The widow of Zarephath. 1 Kings xvii. 16. 23.

The Shunammite. 2 Kings iv. 17—37.

The disciples of Christ. Matt. v. 11, 12;

x. 42;
xxv. 34. 2 Tim. iv. 6—8. I

[Ch. xiii. 21,

Eccles. viii. 11—13.
Ps. exl. 11.

Jer. ii. 19.

Declay does not
lessen the certain-
ty of punishment,
either here or here-
after.

Numb. xxxiii. 23,
Eccles. iii. 15.

God requireth that
which is past.
Never sin went un-
punished, and the
end of all sin if it
be not repentance is
hell.

Pe. xxxvii. 34—140;
cxxvi. 5, 6.

Isa. lii. JO.

Matt. xix. 29.
Rom. ii. 7—10.

1 Cor, xv. 56—38.

C%.. xiii. 22. 4 good man leaveth an inheritance to his children’s children:

Abraliam wae not anxious about riches (Gen. xiv,
23); his anxiety was to honour God, and to bring up
his children in the fear of God (Gen. xviii. 19); and
n g0 doing he best provided for his family. (Gen. xxii.
17,18 ; xxvi. 3—5.) The blessing of the Lord it
maketh rich.

Epliraim and Manasseh were blessed in the person
of their father Joseph. (Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. 20.) In
this, as in many other instances, God exemplifying a
great principle on which he acts, that of Dblessing one

Prov. xx. 7,

Isa. xliv. 3.

Ps. ciii. 17.

Exod. xx. 6.

1 Tim. iv. B.

What men seatier
abroad with a libe-
ral hand and single
eye for God, is sure-
ly repaid to them ot
theirs, Ps. xzxvii.
26.

A pious cducation



to xiv. 6.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
for the sako of another, and especially children for
their pious parents’ snke.

Caleb, to whom, for his distinguished piety, Hebron
was given. Numb, xiv. 24. Josk. xiv. 14,

and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.

The wealth of the Egyptians for the Israelites.
Ezod. xii. 36.

Haman’s property given to Esther. Esth. viii. 1.
Job xxvii. 13—17.

Ck. xiii. 24. He that spareth his rod hateth his son:
kim chasteneth him betimes.

Eli's neglect to restrain his sons (1 Sam. iii. 13)
proved their ruin (1 Sasm. iv. 11); showing that such
kindaess is cruelty.

David’s great ervor in his family was extreme in-
dulgence. He did not show that abhorrence of Absa-
lom’s crime that he ought to have done. (2 Sam. xiii.
39.) The beauty of Absalom (2 Sam. xiv. 25), as in
the case of Adonijah (1 Kings i. 6), probably being a
snare to him. Observe their untimely end (2 Sam.
xviii. 14. 1 Kings ii. 25), and the misery they occa-
sioned him. (Proo. xvii. 21. 25.) All that the Father
oweth to the child is not love and maintenance, he
oweth to him education, and he gweth him correction.

“ A good education will prezent faults in young per-
sons which nothing but a rigid discipline would cure
when they have taken root.”

Ch. xiv. 6. A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not :

The Pharisees were scorners (Jokn ix. 29), and they
strengthened themselves in error even by an appeal to
Scripture. John vii. 52. 2 Cor. iii. 14,

The Jews at Antioch in Pisidin were scorners; they
looked for the Messiah,and yet rejected Jesus, to whom
gave all their prophets witness. A4cts xiii. 41. 45.

The Athenian philosophers. (Acts xvil. 18.) To
carnal men, preaching is foolishness; devotion, idle-
ness ; the prophets, mad; Paul, a babbler. See 1 Cor.
i. 18; ii. 14.—Bp. Hall.

but knowledge is casy unto him that understandeth.

The Psalmist, setting & high valae on the knowledge
of God’s law, and seeking it with carnest prayer, found
it. Ps. exix. 18. 98—100.

Nathannel, not thinking himself too wise to learn,
how easily and quickly he attained to the knowledge of
Christ. John i. 45—49. Ps, cxlix. 4.

The Ethiopian nobleman, deeply seusible of his
want of knowledge, and with great humility submitting
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is the best way of
Providing for a fa-
mily, and the surest
foundation for its
Pprosperity.

Prov. xxviii, 8.
Eccles. ii. 26.

but he that lozeth

Prov. xix. 19; xxii.
15; xxili. 13, 14;
xxix. 15, 17.

Jer. xiii. 23.

Prov. xxii. 6.

If you desire the
happiness of your
chud, teach him
obedience and self-
restraint. But that
you may correct
wisely defer punish-
ment till provoca-
tion has subsided.
God shows his love
to his children by
correcting them.
Ps. xeiv. )2,

Heb. xii. 6—11.

1 Cor. xi. 32.

See on Prov. iii. 12.

‘ He that comes to
seek after koow-
ledge with a mind
to scorn and cen-
sure, shall be sure
to find enough for
his humour, but
none for his in-
struction.” — Lord
Bacon.

Prov. viii. 9.

1 Cor. i. 23.

Matt. vi. 22, 23.
Matt. xi. 25.

James i. 5.

Obey and you shall
understand. John
vii. 17

As God's ways are
plain unto the holy,



112 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERDS BY

himself to the instruction of Philip, had his mind
openced to understand the application of that wonderful
prophecy contained in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah,
:u71d :;3 believe on Him whom it foretold, Acts viii.
27—39,

[Ch. xiv. 8,

§o are they stumb-
Jing-blocks unto the
wlcked.

Ecclus. xxxix. 24.

Ch xiv, 8. The scisdom of the prudent is to understand Lis way: (Sce

p. 46, on I’rov. xvii. 24.)

Abraham’s servant looked well to his goings; he
was.anxious to have his duty clearly set before him,
and to follow, not the suggestions of worldly policy,
but the leadings of Providence. Gen. xxiv. 5, &e. See
on Proo. iv. 26.

Joseph used mo deceptive arts to escape from the
slavery to which he was unjustly subjected ; his whole
thought was to do the duties of the station in which
the providence of God had placed him, and this was
his true wisdom. Gen. xxxix. Ps. exix. 9.

David used no base intrigues to possess himself of
the throne, or of the affections of the people, but
studied to do his duty as a faithful subject to Saul.
(1 Sam. xviii. 5. Ps. cxxxi.) The issue was, God
established him on the throne.

The Psalmist. Ps. cxix. 59. 104.

Our Lord’s direction to Peter implied that it was
his wisdom, not so much to regard what others did, as
to attend to his own dutics as his servant. John xxi.
21, 22,

The Apostles had a tempting opportunity of making
a gain of their converts, by the custody and manage-
ment of the public funds; but they prudently declined
it, to avoid all suspicion of covetousness, and because
it would interfere with their higher duties. Acts vi, 4,

Paul’s inquiry at his conversion, “ Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?’ (Aots ix. 6) is descriptive of
the principle by which he was ever after governed
(dets xx. 24 ; xxi. 13. Phil. i. 21), that of godly sin-
cerity, as opposed to dcceit (1 Thess. ii. 3) and fleshly
wisdom. 2 Cor. i. 12,

Lut the folly of fools is deceit. (Explained p. 42.)

Absalom. 2 Sam. xv. 4 ; xviii. 9—15. Prov. xi. 19,

Gehazi accounted it his wisdom to overrcach and
deeeive Naaman, and Elisha his master, but it proved
in the end extreme folly. (2 Ilings v. 20. 27.) Cun-
ning is nothing else but the fool’s substitute for wis-
dom. Prov. xx. 17.

Daniel’s accusers. Dan. vi. 24. ) .

Ananias and Sapphira desiring to hide their covet-
ousness under the mask of liberality. Aets v. 1—IL
Pror. x. 9.

‘““Those have the
best knowledge who
know their duty.”
— M. Henry.

Catechism :

‘Do my duty in
that state of life
unto which it shall
please God to eall
me.”

And to guide you in
this, sce Col. iii. 18
—25; iv. I; Tit.ii.
2—14.

An lionest man's
heart is where his
calling is.

“It is a false and
vagrant zeal that
begins not first at
home.”—Bp. Hall.

Job xxviii. 28.
Deut. xxix. 29.
Eccles. xii. 13, 14.
Ps. cxliii. 8: **Cause
me to know,” &c.

No man is wise or
safe but he that is
honest.

Crafty counsels are
joyful in the expec-
tation, difficult in
the management,
and sad in the
event.— T'acitus.

See on Prov, xi. 18,



to xiv, 10.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

Ch. xiv. 9. Fools make a mock at sin :

The devil persuading Eve that God would not exe-
cate his threat, and that, by transgressing God’s law,
shie would be even greatly benefited. Gen. iii. 4, 5.

The old world mocked at sin by despising Noah’s
call to repentance. Luke xvii, 26, 27. 1 Pet. i1i. 20.

Abner’s challenge to Joab, reckless of the bloodshed
it might occasion. 2 Sam. ii. 14—17.

Ahasuerus and Haman made so light of their ini-
quity, as to sit down to wine after issuing a decree to
consign many thousands of innocent persoms, both
young and old, little children and women, to sudden
destruction. Iisth. iii. 13—15. Prov. xxix. 2.

The Jews, as described by Isaiah ([sa. xxii. 13),
who, when they ought to have mourned and fasted on
account of their sin, gave themselves up to Juxury and
profaneness. Our joys and griefs are the pulse of our
hearts, and tell the tempcr of them.— A4bp. Leighton.

The chief priests; their profane and unfeeling tanut
of Judas, when he came to them in his agony, con-
fessing his guilt. (Matt. xxvii. 4.) His fellow-disciples
would have treated him with more favour.

but aimong the righteous there is farour. (Explained p. 43.)

Josiah treating sin as a great evil, fonnd favour with
God. (2 Kings xxii. 19,20.) Standing in awe of God’s
word, and regarding reproof, he was honoured. Proo.
xiii. 18.

Job. Job xlii. 5, 6. 8.

Those described in Ezekiel’s vision. Fzek. ix. 4—6.

Daniel. Dan. ix. 4—23.

Paul’s direction respecting the incestuous person.
2 Cor, ii. 6—8.

xiv. 10.  The heart knoweth his own bitterness ;

Hannah had an affectionate and pious husband, but
she felt under sorrow that her alleviation must come
from God, who alone could fully know all the bitter-
ness of her heart. Eli evidently gnite mistook her
case. 1 Sam. i. 8—14.

The wife of Phineae, her grief was beyond the rcach
of human comfort. 1 Sam. iv. 19, 20.

Joab’s rebuke of David was well intentioned ; Lut
Joab not being a truly religious man, he could not
enter into the agony of David’s sorrow on account of
his child being cut off in lis iniquity. 2 Sam. xix.
5—7.

The Shunammite, rudely repulsed by Gehazi under
bitter sorrow. 2 ICings iv. 27.

How little could a stranger have imagined that
Haman would have been vexed at such a moment,
and from such a cause! ([fisth. v. 13.) a strange
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Prov. x.23; xv. 21;
xxvi. 18, 19,

“He who rejoices
in another's fall re-
Jjoices in the devil's
victory.”-Ambrose.

An oath which a
wise man dreads, i3
the jest of fools.

He that makes light
of small faults, is in
a ready way to fall
into great ones.

He that hath slight
thoughts of sin,
never had pgreat
thoughts of God.
Those that make
light of sin make
light of Christ.

Litany :
‘‘ From contempt of
Thy word, Good

Lord, deliver us.”

Prov. viii. 35; xii.
2.

Collect for Ash
Wednesday.

Our own hneed of
forgiveness should
make us compas-
sionate towards
others, Gal. vi. 1,

None knows Lhe
weight of another's
burden. There are
thorns in the nest
that pierce through
the down that lines
it, but are known
and felt only by the
occupier.

‘Each mind pos-
sesses in ils interior
mansions a solemn
retired apartment,
peculiarly its own,
into which none but
himself and  the
Deity can enter."—
Foster,

Since our fellow-
crcatures can olten
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disease, that he felt more the pain of another man’s
stiff knee, than the contentment of all his honours.—
Abp. Leighton.

ob suffeved deeply from the inability of his friends
to understand the nature of his grief. Job iv.

The want of sympathy in the muititude for the blind
men ; making hght of the blind men’s anxiety to be
relieved from a calamity which they themselves had
never experienced. Matt. xx. 31.

Herod, amid the splendour of royalty, haunted by a
guilty conscience. Mask vi. 16.

Our Lord : the amazement of the Apostles (Mark
x. 32), and their want of sympathy with Him, espe-
cially in his agony in Gethsemane. Matt. xxvi, 36—43.

Judas. Matt. xxvii. 4.

Paul. The Corinthians, on the receipt of Paul’s
first Epistle, were probably little aware of the anguish
of feeling under which he wrote it. 2 Cor. ii. 4.

and a gtranger doth not interineddle with his joy.

Michal, David’s wife, conld not enter into his holy
joy at bringing back the ark of God. She could ad-
mire his valour (1 Sam, xviii. 20), but not his piety
(2 Sam. vi. 12—16),—the soldier, but not the saint.

Festus could not understand the joy which animated
Paul in preaching Christ. Acts xxvi. 24; xx. 24.
1 Cor. ii. 14.

Ch. xiv. 12.
thereof arc the ways of death.

Eve. Gen. iii. 6.

Jeroboam (1 Kings xii. 27—33 ; xiv. 7—11), illus-
trating the remark, that when men take sinful ways
to avoid a calamity, those very ways often bring it.
See on Proz. iii. 7.

The death of Josiah shows, that unless the judgment
be ruled right, the best of men may fall into great
errors. 2 Chron. xxxv. 20—24.

The devout and honourable women at Antioch, in
Pisidia, who, by persecuting Paul, thought they were
doing God service (Aots xiii. 50, with Jokn xvi. 2), but
were really exposing themselves to his wratb.

The Galatian Church seeking justification by the
law. Gal.v. 4.

The Church of Laodicea. Reo. iii. 17.

Many professing Christians (Matt. vii. 22, 23); their
surprise at the day of judgment. Life is a sort of
sleep, from which many awale not but in death.

ILLUSTRATIONS OoF PROVERDS BY [Ch.xiv, 12,

80 little sympathize
with us, this should
teach us to look less
to man, and more
to God.

The following refer-
ences suggest this:
Tsa. ii. 22.

Ps. xxxviii. 9.

Isa. Ixiii. 9.

Heb. iv. 15, 16.
Lam. iii. 24.

‘“Worldly  hearts
can see nothing in
actions of zeal, but
folly and madness.”
—Bp. Hall,

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end

Prov. xvi. 25; xxx.
12

Matt. vii. 13, 14.
James i. 22.

Vice often deceives
under the colour of
virtue; as for in-
stance, men indulge
covetousness  and
think it is only pru-
dence, mistake o8-
tentation for libe-
rality, and pride for
humility.

The following pas-
sages suggest how
to be preserved from
self-deception :
Isa. viii. 20.
Ps.  cxix.
cxxxix. 23.
See on Prov. xxx.
12.

105;

xiv. 13.  Eren in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that

mirth is heaviness.
Nabal, the end of his drunken merriment when the
wine was gone out of him. 1 Sam, xxv. 36, 37.
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Solomon, with every means of worldly gratification,
found its insufficiency to make him happy. (Zecles. ii.
2.) And if he found it so, what can the man do that
cometh after the king? We cannot be happy but as

- God malkes us boly.

The mirth and dancing with which the Israelites
celebrated their idolatrous rites to their golden calf.
Erod. xxxii. 6. 1 Cor. x. 7.

Belshazzar’s impious feast to a thousand of his lords,
abruptly ended by his own destruction and that of his
empire. Dan. v. 1—6. 30.

The Israelites in the time of Amos (Amos vi.3—7),
ungodly, cruel, voluptuous; their loose, impure, pro-
fane songs and music ended in their miserable cap-
tivity by the Assyriang, a warning to all who indulge
in sinful mirth.

Babylon. Ree. xviil 7, 8.

The ungodly world, spending their lives in mirth
and gaiety ; laughing off' all serious thoughts about
eternity; kept by the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eye, and the pride of life, from embracing the
Gospel (Luke vi. 25. Isa. 1. 11), contrasied with the
Jasting happiness of the true Christian. Rom. v. 3.
Eph. 1. 13, 14.

Ch. xiv. 14.

Eve. Gen. iii. See on Prov. xiii. 15.

Lot’s wife. Gen. xix. 26. Luke xvii. 32,

The Israelites in the wilderness. Ps. Ixxviii. 18—22.
29—31. Acts vii. 39. 42.

Saul, once little in his own eyes. (1 Sam. xv. 17.
1 Chron. x. 13, 14.) He that indulges in sin, is but
whetting a sword to plunge into his own soul.

Ahithophel, a religious professor. Ps. lv. 14. 2 Sam.
xvi. 23 ; xvii. 23.

Judas, an apostle, but suffering the love of money
to take possession of his heart, he became a thief
(Jokn xii. G), the betrayer of the Son of God, and the
destroyer ot himself. Matt. xxvii. 5.

The Church of Sardis made before men a great pro-
fession of religion, but at that very time was departing
in heart from God. (Reo. iii. 1—6.) Its present
ruined state is an awful warniog to every backslider.

and a good man shall be satisfied from himself.

Daniel. Dan. vi. 10. 22.

Panl, Christ lived in him (Gal. ii. 20); and he was
enabled, through his grace, to rejoice in the testimony
of a conscience sprinkled by his blood. 2 Cor. i. 12.
PrLil. iv. 11—13. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.
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Eceles. vii. 6; xi. 9.
The frequenters of
the house of mirth,
whose hearts are
set on feasting and
jollity, mertiment
and pleasure, as al-
luded to, Eccles.
vii. 4, should be
warned by this pro-
verb of their folly.
Be merry 2nd wige.
Fly the pleasure

which  Dbites to-
morrow.
That mirth or cheer-

fulness which arises
from a good con-
scier.ce, is com-
mended in the fol-
lowing proverbs :
Prov. xv. 13, 15;
Xvii. 22,

John xiv. 27; xvi.
20—22

Collect for
Saints’ Day.

All

The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways :

Jer. ii. 19.
2 Pet. ii. 20, 21.
Ps. xvil. 5.

Heb. iii. 12, 13.

A wandering heart
makes wandering
eyes, feet, and
tongue. It is the
leading  wanderer
that misleads all
the rest, therefore
‘‘keep thy heart
with all diligence,”
&c., Prov. iv. 23,
and especially pray
to God to keep it,
Ps. cxix. 117, as you
value your peace
either here or hcre-
after.

See on Prov. i. 32,

John iv. 14.

Gal. vi. 4. 8.
Holiness is happi-
ness.

Collect for 4th Sun-
day after Easter. .
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Ch. xiv. 15. The simple belicveth cvery word: but
lookath well to his going.

The prophet of Judab, who having received his
command from God, ought to have required some
proof that the stranger who had come from idolatrous
Bethel, to persuade him to break that command, was
indced a true prophet. 1 Kings xiii. 19,

He whose incousiderate kindness leads him to enter
rashly into suretiship. Proe. xvii. 18. Sece also Pror.
vi. 1—5; xi. 15; xxii. 26. He that is hasty to give
credit is light minded. Ledus. xix. 4.

Darius, flattered by the presidents, too readily be-
lieved their declaration, that all the presidents were
agreed in their wish that he should sign the decree.
Dan. vi. 6—9.

David well knew that Saul’s confession of sin, and
expression of regard for him, could not be depended
upon, and therefore betool himself again to his strong
holds at Engedi. 1 Sam. xxiv. 22. Proo. ii. 10—15.

Our blessed Lord’s conduct in Jerusalem at the
Passover, affords a similar instance. Jokn ii. 24.

Nehemiah, Nek. vi. 2—4. See on Prov. xii. 23.

Sergius Paulus was not turned away from the faith
by the crafty insinuations of Elymas. dets xiii. 7—12.

xiv. 17.  He that is soon angry dealeth foolishly :

Naaman. 2 Kings v. 11, 12.

James and John (Luke ix. 54, 55) ; showing how
soon, without great watchfulness, a spirit of persecu-
tion may be kindled in the best of men, which they
may mistake for zeal for God’s honour. James 1.
19, 20.

and a man of wicked devices is hated.

Absalom’s deep-laid plot. (2 Sam. xv. 2—6 ; xviii.
17,18.) Haman suppressed his anger against Mor-
decai before Abasuerus, but his character is especially
odious in his meditating revenge against himn, and con-
cealing his malice under the pretence of regard for the
king’s good. (Esth. iii. 6—9; vii. 10; ix. 25.) The
memory of both Absalom and Haman is held in pecu-
liar detestation by the Jews*.

[Ch. xiv. 15,
the prudent man

Prov. xxvii. 12; iv,
26.

¢ Christianity doth
not bid us abate any
thing of our wari-
ness and policy;
yea, it requires us to
have no less of the
serpent than of the
dove.” — Bp. Hall.
Matt. x. 16.

Rom. xvi. 17, 18.
Eph. iv. 14.

1 Johniv. 1.

Isa. viii. 20.

As prudence with-
out simplicity de-
generatesinto craft;
so simplicity with-
out prudence is ne
better than mere fa-
tuity.

¢ No evil can sur-
prise us if we walch,
no evil can hurt us
if we pray.”—Bp.
Hall.

See on Prov, xxii.3.

Prov. xxii. 24; xxx.
92

Eccles. vil. 9.

Prov. vi, 16.
xii. 2.
Ps. cxli. 3.

See on Prov. xvi. 32.

« Absalom erected 2 pillar in the king’s valley, saying, ‘I have no son. and this
shall Ue a manument to perpeluate my name,” 2 Sam. xviii. [8. There is 2 monument
shown at present, cast of Jerusalem, in the valley of Jehoshaphat, called Absalom's

pillar. Josephus (Anlig. 1ib. vii. e. 9),

assure us, that those who pass by Absalom’s pillar,
abliorrence of the son's rebellion against his father.

speaking of Absalom's monument, says it waa
a marble column, distant about two furlongs, or 300 paces, from Jerusalem.
throw a stone at it, 1o show their
There is so great a heap of

Travellers

stones near it, that they almost hide the lower part of this monument.—Calme?.

The feast of Pur or Purim (i.e. lots), instituted to commemorate the deliverance of
the Jews (Esth. iii. 7; ix.) is still observed every year among them, and thus the
batred of Haman's wicked devices has now been for more than two thousand years
perpetuated,
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Ch. xiv. 26. In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence : and his children

shall have a place of refuge.

Abraham: the confidence of his faith in offering up
Isaac (Gen. xxii.), accounting that God was able to
raise him up even from the dead. (Fleb. xi. 19.) The
calmness with which he acted throughout this trying
scene is very observable, Gen. xxii. 3—10.

David. Saul had driven him from his country, the
Philislines from their camp; the Amalekites had plun-
dered his city, and his own people spake of stoning
him, bt he encouraged himself in the Lord his Ged.
1 Sam. xxx. 6.

Hezekiah. 2 Chron. xxxii. 7, 8. 22.

Shadrach, &c., to whom the furnace was a refuge
from Nebuchadnezzar’s fury. Dan. iii, 17.25. 27. Isa.
xliii. 2.

Habakkuk. Hab. iii. 17—19.

Peter. Acts xii. 6. Prov. iii. 24.

Paul, in the immediate prospect of death. 2 Tim. iv.
6—8.

Ps. xxiii. 4; xlvi;
Ixxiii. 26.

Heb. vi. 17—20; x.
1922,

Creature extremity
can never reach
beyond the help of
omnipotence.

If we had more faith
we should have less
care.

Let God be thy love
and thy fear, and
He will be also thy
refuge.

We can smile on
death if God smile
on us.

See on Prov. i 33;
iii. 26,

xiv. 29. He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding :

Moses, under the very provoking conduct of bis
brother and sister. (Vumb. xii. 3.) When his own
honour was touched no man was more meek, though
when God’s honour was concerned, as in the case of
the golden calf (Erod. xxxii. 19—29), no man was
more zealous ; and hence it may be remarked, that
there are occasions when we ouglht to be angry.

It was Eli’s sin that he was not angry with his sons.
1 Sam. iii. 13.

Our Lord’s anger against those who objected to his
healing the man with a withered hand (Mark iii. 5),
was an evidence of his holiness ; as also in the case of
driving out the money-changers from the temple. (Jokn
il. 18.17. Matt. xx1. 12, 13.) So also was Elisha’s
against Joash, for his unbelief and negligence. 2 Kings
xiii, 19.

but ke that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.

Relioboam. 1 Kings xii. Prov. xiv. 16.

Jehoram, king of Israel, hastily imputed to Ben-
hadad an intention to quarrel with him. (2 Iings v.
7.) It is charity to ourselves to think no evil ; a sus-
picious mind is its own tormentor.

Jonah. Jona? iv. 8, 9.

Martha, reproving not only her sister, but our Lord.
Luke x, 40.

Prov. xv. 13.

1 Cor. xiii. 4, 5.
Eph. iv. 26.
Matt. xi. 29.

True wisdom is al-
ways accompanied
with the govern-
ment of the pas-
sions.

James iii. 13, 17.

Eccles. vii. 9.
Prov. xxix. 20,
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[Ch. xiv. 30,

Ch. xiv. 30. A sound heart is the life of the flesh : but envy the rottenness

of the bones. (Expiained p. 43.)

The misery which Saul’s envy of David occasioned
him. (1 Sam. xviii. 9. 12. 29 ; xix. 9.) Moses’ {celing
and conduct towards Eldad and Medad (Nwmb. xi.
27—29), and Samuel’s towards his successor Saul
(1 Sam. xv. 11. 35), present a striking contrast to the
covy of Saul.  To which may also be added, that the
other Apostles were not envious of Paul on account of
the high honour which was put upon him who had
been a persecutor, & blasphemer, and injurious. Gal.
i 23, 24

xiv. 82, The wicked is driven away in his wickedness :

Dathan and Korahk, through pride, discontented
with that station into which it had pleased God to call
them ; but at the very moment when grasping at
higher honours, they were buried alive in perfect
lhealth, the earth becoming at the same instant their
cxecutioner and their grave. Numb. xvi. 32.

Three thousand of the Israelites who had wor-
shipped the golden calf. They that in the morning
were shouting and dancing, before night were dying
in their own blood. Ezod. xxxii. 28. 1 Cor. x. 7.

Balaam ; his prayer (Numb. xxiii. 10), was an awful
contrast to his end. He was driven away in his
wickedness (Numb. xxxi. 8), a sacrifice to his own evil
policy. Ree. ii. 14.

The nations of Canaan by Joshua. Josh. ii. 9; v. 1;
x. Deut. ix. 5.

Hophni and Phineas, a warning to stubborn chil-
dren (1 Sam. iv. 11), driven by a violent death from
those means of grace which they had so awfully
abused.

The prophets of Baal by Elijah (1 I ings xviii. 40),
who in vain looked to their idol for help.

The children of Bethel. 2 Kings ii. 23, 24.

Belshazzar, panic-struck in the midst of his blas-
pliemous festivity, and driven from all his confidence
by the consciousness of his own wickedness. Dan. v.
2—6. 30.

Sapphira, struck dead, caught with a lie upon her
tongue. Acts v. 8. See on Proo, xii. 19.

but the righteous hath hope in his deatk.

Jacob. Gen. xlix. 18. .

Joseph. Gen. 1. 24, 25. Heb. xi. 22.
David. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, with Ps, xvii. 15.
Stephen. Aects vii. 55—60.

Paul. 2 Tim. iv. 6—8.

Peter. 2 Pet. i, 14, 165 iii, 13.

Prov. iv.
X. 27.

Ps. exix. 80.

1 Pet. ii. 1, 2.

De patient to hear
others praised and
thine own faults,
Envy has no rest.

20—23;

Sec ob Prov. xxvik

Prov, x. 23, 28,
Job xviii. 18; xxvii.
20, 21.

Let us take heed
that we entertain
no hopes of heaven,
but what are built
on a solid founda-
tion (Phil. iii. 9.
Rev. x=xi. 27), as
many will seek to
enter in and shall
not be able (Luke
xiii. 24), and enter-
tain a confidence
which will not be
realized. Matt. vii.
22, 23.

Ps. xxxix. 13; li.
11; xe. 12; exxxix.
23, 24.

See on Prov. i 25.

Te Deum:
“ We therefore pray
Thee aki
them to be num-
bered with thy
saints in glory ever-
lasting.”
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Ch. xiv. 34. Righteousness ezalteth a nation : but sin is a reproach to any

people.

This is one great principle illustrated by the whole
history of the Jewish people (Deut. iv. 6; xxviii,
1 Kings ix, 7—9. 2 Chron.xv. 3. 5, 6), and the nations
around them, as recorded in the Old Testament.

The Israelites under Joshua (Josh.i. 8 ; x. 42 ; xxi.
14), contrasted with the state of the next generation
after his death. Judy. i. ii. &e.

The Jews under Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. xvii. 2—5.
10, 11), and also their prosperous state under Heze-
kiah (2 Kings xviil. 7), contrasted with their state
under his father Ahaz. 2 Kings xvi.

The Canaanites, whose ruin was brought upon thein
by their iniquity. Their idolatry was not a mere error
in judgment, but sanclioned and encouraged the basest
pollutions and the most unnatural eruelty. Lep. xviii.
24, 25, 29, 30.

Egypt was brought into contempt and ruin for its
idolatry and persecution of God’s people. Erod. xii. 12.
TFizek. xxix. 1—15.

The Amalekites were destroyed because their hand
was against the throne of the Lord (Ezod. xvil. 16) ;
marginal reading. 1 Sam. xv.

Babylon, for its oppression. Isa. xiv. 4—%3 Sf

also Isa. xlvii. 6—15.

Moab, for its haughtiness. Isa. xvi. 6, 7.

Tyre, for its sacrilegious pride, the result of its
great commereial prosperity. Ezek. xxviii. 2—8. Isa.
xxiii. 1—9.

Nineveh, for its love of ease and pleasure, its licen-
tious dissipation, and carnal security. Zeph.ii. 13—15.

xv. 1. A soft answer turneth away wrath :

Aaron’s answer to Moses. Lev. X. 16—20, See p. 101.

The Reubenites, though rather harshly treated,
courteously entered in an explamation of their con-
duct. Josh. xxii, 15—34.

Gideon. Judg. viii. 1—3. Pror. xv. 18,

Hannah’s meekness under Eli’s false accusation.
1 Sam. i. 15. 17.

Abigail, 1 Sam. xxv. 23, &e.

but grievous words stir up anger.

The Ephraimites. Judg. xii. 1—4.

The mien of Israel and Judah. 2 Sam. xix. 41—43,
Proo. xxx. 33.

Saul and Jonathan, 1 Sam. xx. 30—34.

Rehoboam. 2 Chron. x. 13—16. Prov. xxvi. 21.

Eliphaz’ harsh censure of Job. Job xxii. 5, &c.

Paul and Barnabas, their sharp conlention. Acfs
xv, 39,

Ps.ix. 17; cvii. 34.
Prov. viii. 15, 16;
XXix. 14.

Exod. xx. 8—11, in
connexion with
Meh. xin. 18, Jer.
xvii. 27, Ezek. xx.
13. 24, showing that
sabbath-breaking is
noticed among those
grievous sins which
bring wrath upon a
nation.

Righteousness s
immortal. 11l doing
shall overthrow the
thrones of the
mighty. Wisd. v.23,

‘“ Whaltever is mo-
rally wrong cannot

be politically right.”
—Burke.

Prayer for the High
Court of Parlia-
ment.

Litany :

Those petitions re-
ferring  to  the
Queen, rulers in
church and state,
magistrates, com-
monalty.

2nd Collect for Good
Friday.

Prov. xxv. 11.

1 Pet. ii. 18—23.
Litany:

Petition ‘‘to bring
forth the fruits of
the Spirit,” com-
pared with

Gal. v. 22, 23.
Eph. iv. 31, 32.

Would you throw
fire on o house in
flames to extinguish
them?

Strire not so much
to vex as to comn-
vince your oppo-
nent. 2 Tim. i. 24,
25.
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[Ch. xv. 2,

Ch. xv. 2. The tonguc of the wise uscth knowledge aright :

Joshua ; his seasonable instruclions and exhorta-
tions when dying, so reminding the Israclites of God’s
former benefits, his promises, and threatenings, and so
boldly declaring his own determination, as to lead the
people solemnly and faithfully to renew their covenant
with God. Josh. xxiii.; xxiv. 1 —25.

Elijali seizing the favourable moment to reprove
the people for their indecision. (1 Kings xviii. 21.)
The use he made of tbe impression produced by the
miracle. (ver. 40.) All he said was adapted to the
occasion, and to the respective characters of Ahab,
the people, and the prophets of Baal. Then again,
though knowing God’s purpose to give rain (1 Kings
xviii. 1), using the promise as an excitement to prayer
for its fulfilment. 1 Kings xviii. 42, 43.

Our blessed Lord, when a child in the midst of the
doctors, modestly proposing questions, hearkening to
their instructions, and answering their inquiries, rather
than being forward to speak. Luke ii. 42. 46, 47.

Elihu. Job xxxii. 4. Se¢ on Proo. x. 19.

Paul. 1 Cor.iii. 2. Sec on Prov. xii. 23.

but the mouth of fe urgh out foolishness.

The vain repetifibns of the prophets of Baal, calling
on their god, thinking to be heard for their much
speaking. 1 Kings xvin. 26. Mait. vi. 7.

Rabshakeh’s foolish boasting, from which he would
not be restrained by Eliakim. 2 Kings xviii. 26, 29.

Job’s wife. Job ii. 9, 10.

The Jews, in the time of Jererniah, attributing their
prosperity to their idolatry, and declaring the service
of Jehovah to bc unprofitable and ruinous. Jer, xliv.
15—19.

The Israelites, in disregard of the knowledge they
possessed of God’s promises to give them Canaan, of
the wonders He bad wrought for them, and of the
miseries they had endured in Egypt, poured forth ex-
treme folly, proposing to cast off Moses and God, to
stone Joshua and Caleb, make themselves a captain,
and return to Egypt. Numb. xiv. 2—10. See also
xvi. 13, where Dathan speaks of Egypt as a land flow-
ing with milk and honey. Proo. xv. 28.

And again, the earnest desire of the Jews that Bar-
abhas, a murderer, might be given to them as a favour,
and Jesus be crucified, to whom all their own prophets
gave witness, and who had eonfirmed his divine autho-
rity by so many miracles. John xviii. 40. Aots iii. 14.

The Eplesiaps respecting thcir goddess Diana.
Acts xix. 34.

Paul’s instruction to the Ephcsians. Eph. v. 4.

Eccles. x. 12, 13.

Speak, young man,
if there be necd of
thee : and yet
scarcely when thou
art twiceasked. Let
thy speech be short,
comprehending
much in few words;
be as one that know-
eth and yet holdeth
his tongue. If thou
be among great
men, make not thy-
self equal with
them, and whenan-
cient men are in
place, use not many
words.

Ecclus. xxxii, 7—9.

“ This, too, is a
very prineipal point
to attend to, know-
ledge how to con-
verse. To interro-
gate without over
earnestness, to an-
swer without desire
of display, not toin-
terrupt a profitable
speaker, or to desire
to put in a word
ambitiously of our
own, to be mea-
sured in speaking
and hearing, not to
be ashamed of re-
ceiving or be grudg-
ing in giving infor-
mation, nor to pass
another’s know-
ledge “for one's
own."—Basil.
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Hymeneus and Philetus, profane and vain babblers.
2 Tim. ii. 16—18.
Those vain talkers alluded to by Titus. 7. i. 10.

Ch. xv. 3. The eyes of the Lord are in every place, bekolding the evil and
the good.

Adam and Eve in the garden. Gen. ii. 8, 9. If the eyes of a holy
Hagar (Gen. xvi. 7. 13) and the Ethiopian (Aas $°4 are ohus i
viii. 29) in the desert. lemlx’ ipn?ﬁf\'cti:)sns?o—
Abraham on the mountain. Gen. xxii. 11. 15—18.  us not to enter inio
Jacob journeying. Gen. xxviii. 11—16; xlvi. 1—4. temptation, to ab-
Joseph (Gen. xxxix. 21) and Manasseh (2 Chron. ;:"'a'l',’anf::'zr :l‘!“af‘
xxxiii, 12, 13. Job xxxiii. 27—30) in prison, Keep ourselves un.
Achan in his tent. Josk. vii. 21. 18. spotted from the
Solomon in the temple, 2 Chron. vii. 1—3." Sec also World, should keep

us from needlessly
verses 12—16. frequenting those

David (Ps. ex). 7), Asa (2 Chron. xiv. 11, 12), Je- places where bis
hoshaphat (2 Chron. xviii. 31), and Alab (1 Kings nhame is profaned,
xxii. 34. 38), in battle. love 15 go who Tove

Hezekiah @n his sick bed (2 Kings xx. 5) and on his in open violation of
recovery, when showing the ambassadors from Baby- his laws.
lon the house of his precious things. 2 IKings xx. 13 !'So live with men

18 as considering al-
T . ways that God sees
Ezekiel on the plain. Ezek. iii. 22. thee. Do mnothing

Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. iv. 29, &e.) in his palacc, Which thou would-
and Belshazzar (Dan. v. 5) at his impious fi Ea :2: ndoot,,:gvf_ G;;
The three children of Israel in the furnace. Ddms Henshaw. )

jii. 25, Ps. exxxix.
Jonah in the whale’s belly. Jonak ii. Siommumon Ser-
Nathanael under the fig-tree. Jokzn i. 48. T,fﬁ'CO,]ect:
Stephen before the Sanhedrim. Aots vii. 55. “ Almighty  God,
Peter on the house-top. Aets X, 9—16. unto whom = all
Herod on his throne. Acts xii, 23. hearts he open,” &c.

Lydia by the river-side. Acts xvi. 13, 14,
Paul in the tempest (Aots xxvii. 24), and before the
judgment-seat of Nero. 2 Tim. iv. 17.
Parable of the mayriage of the king’s son. There
was but one person without the wedding-garment, and
he falls under the eye and view of Christ (Matt. xxii.
11—13. 1 Cor. xi. 28) ; now offered to us as our Sa-
viour, but soon to come as our Judge. See on Prov. v. 21.

xv. 4. A wholesome tongue is a tree of life : (Explained p. 43.)

David’s solemn charge to his son (1 Chron. xxviii, Col.iv.6.

9), and the blessing that attended Solomon as long ns T+ [ 157 xix- 13,
he followed his father’s good instruction. )

The Israelitish maid, torn from her family, but To direct a wan-
found opportunity to do good in the land of ler cap- i,c_lr"is":ol}'ﬁh't'ﬁ:f
tivity. Her pious remark led, through the overruling m‘h’;r man'sscan.dle
providence of God, not only to the cure of Naaman’s by one'sown, which
Jeprosy, but to the conversion of his soul, 2 I(ings v. 3. ;95]“ on ’“tr its

Naaman’s servants; the sound advice they gave to i ¥ 7 the
their master, and its happy results, 2 Kings v. 13, 14. Prov. xi. 20.

F
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The effect of the Apostles’ preaching at Jerusalem.
Acts ii. 41. 47,

but perverscness therein, is @ breach in the spirit.

Ishmael mocking his brother, and the unhappiness
it brought on the family. Gen. xxi. 9—11,

Koral’s, &c. rebellion wounded the spirit of Moses
and Aaron, and brought destruction on those who
listened to his suggestions. Numb. xvi.

Absalom : the misery following upon his attempt to
poison the mihds of the Israeclites. It wounded the
spirit of David, and brought destruction on Absalom
and his followers. 2 Sam. xv.; xviii. 7.

1 PR

Ch. xv. 8. The sacrifice of the wicked is an

Cain, whose sacrifice had no respect to Christ, and
was not offered in faith. He offered the fruit of his
ground, but he did not devote himself to God. Gen.iv.
5. Heb. xi. 4.

Saul. 1 Sam. xv. 15, 22, 23,

The Jews, in the time of Isaiah, brought the sacri-
fices appointed by the law, the best, and in great num-
bers, and at the seasons ordained by Ged, and yet
those sacrifices were an abomination. (Zse. i. 11—15.)
Murder and idolatry, af*we learn from Isa. Ixvi. 3,
were not more vile in God’s sight than such offerings.

but the prayer of the upright is kis delight.

The remarkable manner in which God honoured
the prayers of

Abraham’s servant. Gen. xxiv. 15.

Jacob. (Gen. xxxii. 28.) Importunity prevails with
God. He who will not be satisfied without a blessing,
shall be satisfied with it. Ps. xlii. 8.

Simeon. Luke ii. 25—32.

Anna. Lake ii. 37, 38.

Elijah. James v. 17, 18.

Daniel. (Dan. ix. 23; x. 12)) God heard the first
day, though he sent not his angel. to tell Daniel of it
till three weeks after.—Poole.

Cornelius. Acts x. 4.

[Ch. xv. 8,

See on Prov. xil
18; xvi, 24.

¢ Perverseness in
the tongue is like
a blustering wind
among .the boughs
of the trees, rend-
ing and tearing the
life and spirit of a
man's self, and
others.”—Bp. Hall.

to the Lord :
Prov. xi. 20; zv
9. 26

Ps. Ixvi. 18.
Eecles. v. 1, 2.
‘Communion
Exhortation :

! Therefore if any
of you be a blas-
phemer or be in ...
envy,” &c.

John iv. 24.

See on Prov, xxi. 3.
27.

Ps. li. 16, 17.

John xiv. 13.
Collect for 10th
Sunday after Tri-
nity.

See on Prov, xv, 29.

xv. 10.  Correction is gricvous unto him that forsaketh the way :

Asa. 2 Chron. xvi. 10.

Prov. xii. 1; xix.

The Jews in the time of our Lord. Jokn vii, 7 ; viii. 20

23. 40.

and he that hateth reproof shall die.

Amaziah, king of Judah, who set at nought all God’s
counsel, and would have none of his reproof. 2 Kings
xiv. 11, 2 Clron, xxv. 27.

Catechism.
Duty towards thy
neighbour;
“To submit my-



to xv. 12.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
. The Jews, just before the Babylomian ecaptivity,
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16—17.

Their last destruction by the Romans, Luke xix.
42—44.
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self to all my go-
vernors,” &e.

Prov. xxx. 17; vi.
20—2).

Ch. xv. 11. Hell and destruction are before the Lord, how muck more

then the hearts of the children of men ?

God’s notice of the wickedness of the world before
the flood, and not overlooking, amid this great multi-
tude, the single exception of Noah’s sincere piety.
Gen. vi. 5. 8,9; vil. 1.

Aaron does not appear to have spoken, but allowing
in bis heart the same feeling which his brother Moses
unadvisedly spake, Lie was involved in the same punish-
ment. Numb. xx. 12, 24—28.

God’s notice of the false professions of the Israelites
at Sinai. Deut. v. 28, 29.

The Jews in the time of Ezekiel (Ezek. xiv. 1—5),
and of Zephaniah., Zeph. i. 12.

Johanan, the captain of the forces, and others,
asking counsel of God, without intending to follow it.
Jer. xlii. 2. 20.

The prophecies respecting lots being cast for our
Lord’s vesture (Ps. xxii. 18), and that He should be
buried honourably (Isa. liii. 9), show, that more than
seven hundred years before the Roman soldiers and
Joseph of Arimathea were born, God knew their
thoughts afar off. Ps. exxxix. 2,

This attribute of God is frequently claimed by our
Lord, and attributed to Him in Holy Scripture. (Rev.
ii. 28. Luke vii. 39, 40. Jokn i, 25; xxi. 17.) His
words were spirit and they were life (Jokn vi. 63);
they pierced into the soul and conscience, and laid
open the inmost recesses of the heart, & remarkable
llustration of which is the effect produced on the
accusers of the woman taken in adultery. John viii,
7—9.

xv. 12." A scorner loveth not one that reproveth him :
unto the wise.

Ahab’s hatred of Micaial, and reluctance to consult
bim, counting him his enemy because he told him
the truth. 2 Chron. xviii. 7. Proo. xvii. 4.

The Jews in the time of Amos, who would not brook
any that dealt plainly and honestly with them, whether
judge, prophet, or private person. (Amos v. 10.)
‘Wise men make their enemies their instructors ; fools
Decome enemies to their teachers. )

The Pharisees’ rejection of John’s baptism (Luke
vii. 30), being offended at his reproof. Matt. iii. 7.
Prov. xii, 1,

F 2

Job xxvl. 6.

Ps. xliv. 20, 21;
CXXXixX. 8.

Jer. xvii. 9, 10,

‘“Our inward dis-
position is the life
of our actions; ac-
cording to that doth
the God of Spirits
judge us, while men
censure according
to our external mo-
tions.”—Bp. Hall.

‘What we ate afraid
to do before men, we
should be afraid to
think before God.

See on Prov. v.21.
neither will ke go

Prov. xiii. 1.
John iil. 20, 21.

See on Prov, ix. 8,
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[Ch. xv. 14,

Ch. xv. 14. The heart of him that hath understanding secketh knowledge ® :

Solomon. 1 Kings iii. 5—10. Proz. xix. 8.

The queen of Sheba, whose coming from the utter-
miost parts of the earth, to hear the wisdom of Solo-
mon, will condemn many living in Christian countries.
1 Kings x. Mait. xii. 42,

Mary. Lauke x. 39,

Nicodemus. John iii. 1, 2.

The Ethiopian eunuch travelled many hundred
miles to attend the public worship of God at Jeru-
salem ; and though there was much that was myste-
rious to him in the word of God, yet he persevered in
the study of it. Aects viii. 28.

Cornelius. Aects x. 33.

The Bereans. Aets xvii. 11,

but the mouth of fools feedeth on foolishness.

The Jews, when refusing to hear the word of the
Lord, how foolish was that religion which they chose
in its stead ! Ps. cvi. 19, 20. Jer. ii. 11.

The Scribes and Pharisees fed on foolishness when,
neglecting the word of God, they followed traditions
which made that word of none effect. Matt. xv. 1—9.

The heathen world, not liking to retain God in their
knowledge, sin became their food; they had pleasure
in unrighteousness (Rom. i. 32), working all unclean-
ness with greediness. Eph. iv. 19.

The Athenians,” gaping after and relishing novelty
rather than truth (A4cts xvii. 21), suffered Paul to
depart without establishing a church among them,
clinging to their foolish superstitions.

The heathen philosophers, counting that which was
the wisdom of God foolishuess (1 Cor. i. 18—24), pre-
ferred their vain speculations to the glorious Gospel
of the blessed God. Acts xvii. 18. Col. ii. 8. Rom. i.22.

Prov. xviii. 15.

My son, gatlher in-
struction from thy
youth up, so shalt
thou find wisdom
till thine old age.
Ecclus. vi. 18,

John xrvil. 8.
2 Pet. iii. 18.
Ps. cxix. 73, 144,

See on Prov. i. 5.

Prov. xv. 2.

Eccles. xi. 9.

Eph. v. 4.

1 Tim. i. 4; vi, 3—
5.

Tit. iii. 9.

Avoid frivolous
amusements, un-

profitable reading,
the profane wit,
vain superstitions,
curious specula-
tions on subjeets be-
yond the reach of
the human mind;
avoid seeking to be
wise above what is
written.

xv. 16.  Better is little with the fear of the Lord, than great treasure and

trouble therewith.

How much happier were the poor shepherds (Luke
ii. 20) than Herod the Great (Matt. ii. 3 ), whose sinful
heart was troubled at the birth even of the Saviour !

Contrast Paul in prison (Phil. iv. 11. 13. 18. 1 Tim.
vi. 6), with Ahsb in a palace. (1 Kings xxi. 4.) God
is a substitute for every thing, but nothing is a substi-
1ute for God.

Prov,xv.6.17; xvi,
6.
Tccles. iv. 6; v, 10

Ps. iv. 6—S.

“Riches and po-
verty are more in
the heart than in
the hand; he is
wealthy that is con-
tented, he is poor
that wanteth more."
—Bp. Hall.

See on Prov. xvi. 8.

* A Persian philosopher, being asked by what method he had acquired so much
knowledge, answered, ** By not being prevented by shame from asking questions

when [ am ignorant.”
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Clu xv, 19, The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns,

The Israclites doomed to wander forty years in the
wilderness. Through their slothful distrust of God,
they would not do their part to attain to Canaan,
Numb. xiv.

The tribe of Dan, their slothfulness and cowardice

in not obeying God’s command to cast out the Amo-
rites (Lev. xxvi. 7, 8), and the difficulties which, in
consequence, were thus brought upon them. Judyes
i. 34.
The ten tribes of Israel yielding to the temptation
which Jeroboam craftily offered to their sloth, by sug-
gesting that it was too much for them to go up to
Jerusalem (1 Kings xii. 28), a3 God had commanded
them. (Deut. xii. 5. 2 Chron. vii. 12.) Thus bringing
vpon them the anger of God, their way became a
hedge of thorns.

The negligence of the Jews in not rebuilding the
temple, brought drought and failure of crops. Hayg. i.
2—11L

Parable of the talents: the condemnation of the
servant who hid his talent, strongly implies the guilt
of sloth, and that our duty to God requires us to be,
not only harmless, but profitable. Feigning to him-
self difficulties which did not exist, he brought ypon
bimself real evils of awful maguitade. Matt. xxv. 26.

but the way of the righteous is made plain.

Abralam’s servant was a righteous man. (Gen.
xxiv, 12, 26, 27. 52.) He was diligent (Gen. xxiv.
33. 56), and his way was made plain by God. Ps.
xKxvii. 23.

Jacob, in delaying seven or eight years after he had
entered Canaan, to go to Bethel to perform the vow
he had made in the day of his distress (Gen. xxviii.
20-—22), was guilty of spiritual negligence, and by that
negligence himself and his family (brought into con-
tact with the ungodly Shechemites) became involved
in great difficulty and trouble, as appears from Gen.
xxxiv,; but when he resolutely set himself, in obe-
dience to God’s command (Gen. xxxv. 1), to do his
duty, his way was made plain, his family immediately
put away their strange gods (Gen. xxxv. 4), and his
enemies trembled before him. Gen. xxxv. 5.

Joshua had to contend with great difficulties, but
beiug a righteous man, he depended on God’s promise
of success (Josh. i. 3), by which he was stirred up to
nvail himself of every advantage which the use of
means give; sending spies, discipliniug his forces, con-
triving stratagems (Josk. ii. viii.); in the diligent use of
these means, in dependence upon God’s blessing, and
obedience to his commaud (Josk. x. 8, 9), the conquest
of Canaan became easy. His rising early in the morn-
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Prov. xix. 24 ; xxii.
13; xxiv. 30—34,
xxvi. 13—16.
‘Whatever a slug-
gard hastodo seems
full of intolerable
difficulties, and in-
deed his delays tend
to increase his per-
plexities, and ex-
pose him Lo many
sufferings.  Those
who have no beart
to their work pre-
tend they cannot do
their work.

' To wait for God's
performance, and do
nothing, is to abuse
that Divine Provi-
dence which will al-
ways so work as not
to allow us to re-
main in inactivity.”
—Bp. Hali.

“Sloth in the con-
clusion proves la-
borious.” — Lord
Bacon.

Heb. vi. 12.

Phil. ii. 12, 13.

Prov. xxvii. 23—
27

Ps.v. 8.

Isa. xxx. 21,

Matt. vi. 22.

Jolin vii. 17,

‘What we hope to do
with ease we must
first learn to do
with diligence. By
doing we learn.

A righteous man is
diligent in his eail-
ing from a regard ta
God, who requires
it, and God blesses
this diligence, to
make his way easy
and pleasant to him,
notwithstanding all
his difficulties and
discouragements.
God helps those that
help  themselves.
Use the means, and
God will give the
Dblessing. Indus-
trious wisdom will
often prevent what
lazy folly thinks in-
evitable.
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ing is often mentioned. Josh iii. 1; vi. 12; vii. 16;
viil, 10.

David, at God’s commmand, bestirred himself, and in
consequence, smote the Philistines, (2 Sam. v. 24, 26.)
Trust God and be doing, and let Him alono with the
rest,

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS DY

[Ch. xv. 23,

Ch. xv. 28. A word spoken in due season, how good is it !

Joseph to Pharaoh. Gen. xli. 33—37.

Manoah’s wife. J xiii. 22, 23.

Jonathan. 1 Sam. xix. 4—7.

Naaman’s servants. 2 Kings v. 3. 13,

Artaxerxes to Nehemiah. Neh. ii. 1—6.
Prov. xii. 25.

Paul to the Philippian jailor. Acs xvi. 28,

See on

Prov. xxv. 11, 12,
Eph. iv. 29.
Col. iv. 6.

xv. 24, The way of life is above to the wise, that ke may depart from hell

bereath. (Explained p. 43.)

Noah walked with God (Gen. vi. 9), he was thus
enabled not to follow the multitude to do evil, and
escaped their destrnetion. Heb. xi. 7. 2 Pet. ii. 5

Joseph. Gen. xxxix. 9. Prov. v. 6; ix. 18,

Moses, whose affections being placed on heavenly
things, was preserved from the strongest temptations.
Heb. xi. 24—27.

Those minding earthly things, described by Paul
(Phil. iii. 19); and Demas (2 Ton. iv. 10), present an
awful contrast. He who seldom thinks of heaven is
not likely to get thither, as the only way to hit the
mark is to keep the eye fixed upon it.—Bp. Horne.

John xiv. 6.

Ps. cxxxix. 24.

1 Jobn v. 4.

No worldly thing
seems great to him
who minds eter-
nity.

Collect for 6th Sun-
day after the Epi-
phany, and for the
Ascension Day.

xv. 27. He that is greedy of gain, troubleth his own house :

Lot’s selfish choice of Sodom, was followed by much
trouble in his family. Gen. xiii.; xix. 1 Tim. vi. 10.
See on Prov. xxviii, 22.

Laban, mean, selfish, and avaricious. By his greedi-
ness of gain he troubled his family (Gen. xxxi. 15), and
lost the services of his nephew and son-in-law, Jacob,
who had proved a most valuable servant to him. Gen.
xxxi, 39, 40,

Achan’s family was iovolved in his punishment.
Josh. vii. 24, 25 ; xxii. 20. .

Saul flying upon the spoil, and the ruin which fol-
lowed to himself and family. 1 Sam. xv. 19—26.

Gehazi’s leprosy clave to his seed. 2 Kings v. 27.

but ke that hateth gifts shall live. (Explained p. 43.)
Abraham’s rejection of the king of Sodom’s gift, lest

he should dishonour God, to whose blessing alone he

desired to attribute all his prosperity. Gen. xiv. 22, 23,

xxiv. 1.
Contrast the issue to Abraham and Lot, showing

Heb, xiii. 5.

Prov. i.19; xx, 21.
Tea. v. 8.

Jer, xvil 11,
Unjust gain is not
gain but loss.

Prov. xxvlii. 16.
Exod. xxill. 8.
Collect for St. Mat-
thew’s Day.

The duty of impar-
tiality in judgment,



to xv, 29.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
that the blessing of the Lord it maketh rich, and He
addeth no sorrow with it. Proo. x. 22.

Balaam had evidently set his heart upon the bribe of
the king of Moab; and his history affords an awful
example of the evil of covetousness, in deceiving a
man’s own heart, and bringing destruction upon him.
2 Pet. ii. 15. Num. xxii.—xxiv,

Samuel (1 Sam, xii. 3, 4) contrasted with Hophni
and Phineas, ravening for their fees of flesh. 1 Sam.
ii. 15, 16.

Pe'tel_"s rejection of the bribe of Simon Magus. Acts
viii. 20,

Paul is a noble instance of disinterestedness. Aets
Xxx. 33, 34.

Ch. xv. 29. The Lord is far from the wicked :

The Israelites. After their grievous sin in worship-
ping the calf, the tabernacle was pitched without the
camp. Ezod. xxxiii, 7. See also 1 Sam. viii. 18.

Saul. Could he that hated and persecuted Samuel
and David, who were both prophets, expect to be
answered by prophets ; or he that had slain the high
priest, be answered by Urim ; or he that had sinned
away the spirit of grace, be answered by dreams?
No. Be not deceived, God is not mocked. 1 Sam.
xxvill. 6.—Henry.

The princes of the house of Israel. Mie. iil. 4.

The foolish virgins, Matt. xxv. 11, 12.

but ke heareth the prayer of the righteous.

Abraham’s servant. Gen. xxiv. 15.

Moses. Ezod. xxxii. 11—14 ; xvii. 11.

Joshua, at whose prayer the sun stood still. (Josk.
X. 12—14.) “The good man’s prayer is among the
reasons by which the Omnipotent is moved in the ad-
ministration of the universe.”—Ogden.

Hannah uttered no words; but the Lord, who de-
spiseth not the sighing of a contrite heart, nor the
desire of such as are sorrowful, heard her prayer.
1 Sam. i, 13. 17.

Samuel, the child of prayer, and eminently distin-
guishied by a spirit of prayer. 1 Sam. vii. 9—13.

Jdabez, “an instructive example in the midst of
nbstruse genenlogies, and illustrating how all Seripture
ia profitable to the careful student.” 1 Chron. iv. 9, 10.

Jehoshaphat. 2 Chron, xx. 3—28.

Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxx. 20—27.

Ezra (Ezra ix. 8, &c.), observing the remarkable
cffects which followed his intercessory prayer. Ezra
x. L

Daniel and his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael,
and. Azariah. Dan. ii, 17—19.
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uninfluenced by
bribes, &c., is
strongly enforced In
the following Pro-
verbs: xviil. §;
XXiv. 23; xxviii. 21.

Isa, lix. 2.
God never leaves
any till they first
leave Him.

See on Prov. xv. 8
xxviii. 9.

““Only the prayer of
the righteous avail-
eth much, and only
thebeliever is right-
eous.”—Bp. Hall.
Heb. xi. 6.

‘' Wemust approach
God with reverence
(Ps. bhoxix. 7),
earnestness (Rom.
xii. 12), faith (Heb.
X. 21), purity of
heart (Matt. v. 8),
through Christ
(Jobn xiv. 6. 13),
praying in the Holy
Ghost  (Jude 20,
Rom. viii. 26}; and
especially let us re-
membertobeginthe
day with prayer. It
is the morning dew
that enables the
field to +withstand
the parching heat
of summer.

‘“He that is much
in prayer sball grow
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Zacharias. Lukei. 6. 13.
Cornelius. Aots x. 4.
The Church for Peter. Aets xii, 5—11.

ILLUSTRATIONS OoF PROVERBs By [Ch. xv. 32,

rich in grace, and
have most of heaven
upon earth."—.1bp.
Leighton.

Collect for 12th Sun-
day after Trinity.

Ch. xv, 32. He that refuseth instruction, despiscth Lis own soul :

Dathan and Abiram’s contempt of Moses’ expostu-
lation, and its issue. Numb. xvi. 12—14. 31—33.

The miserable end of the young man who, giving
himself up to sensual pleasures, neglects the instruc-
tion of his teachers, Proo. v. 11—13.

Jeremiah was an excellent monitor (Jer, xxvii, 17 ;
xxxvili. 14—23), but Zedekiah would not be ruled by
him (2 Chron. xxxvi. 12), and the heaviest calarities
in consequence came upon him. Jer. xxxix, 1—7.

Nebuchadnezzar ; the issue to him of his neglect of
Daniel’s instruction. Dan. iv. 27—33.

Belshazzar, unhumbled by the judgments inflicted
on his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, his iniquity be-
came his ruin. Dan. v. 22—30.

The Jews in the time of our Lord. Matt. xxiii.
34—38.

The Gadarenes, in rejecting Christ, rejected their
only Saviour. Luke viii. 37, Jokx iii. 36.

but he that hearah reproof getteth understanding.

Eliphaz. Job xlii. 7—9.

The Samaritan woman. Jokn iv. 17, &e.

The two disciples going to Emrmaus. Luke xxiv,
25—32. )

Paul. Adts ix. 6—22,

Prov. xiii. 18.
Heb. xii. 25.
Deut. xxi. 18. 20,
Matt. vii. 26, 27.
James i. 22.

‘“ Nothing but grace
can teach us to
make a right use of
others’ judgments.”
—Bp. Hull.

Prov. vi. 23; viii.
33—36; x.17.

Ps. xxxii. 8—11.
Eccles. vii. 5, 6.
Jer. x. 24,

xv. 33.  The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom :

The grand instruction of Moses, who was inspired
with heavenly wisdom, was to fear God. (Deut. iv. 6 ;
xiii. 4.) So was it of Joshua (Josh. xxiv. 14), and of
Samuel (1 Sam. xii. 14—24); and the Israelites found,
as those holy men told them, that only while they were
obedient to such instructors, they were prosperous.
(Prov. xiv. 34 ; xvi. 6, By the fear of the Lord men
depart from evil.) .

Our Lord, who is emphatically the wisdom of God
(1 Cor. i. 2d), enforces the fear of the Lord with awful
solemnity. Matt. x. 28. .

By the fear of the Lord the Ephesians turned from
the arts of magic (Acts xix. 17—20. Eph. v. 8), and
were instructed in and led to wisdom,

Solomon, while he feared the Lord, was instructed
in and led to true wisdom (1 Kings iii. 3—12), but
turning aside from the fear of the Lord, he sunk into
the grossest folly. 1 Kings xi.

Ps. exi. 10; xxxiv.
11

Prov. ix. 10.
Col. i. 9.

A devout aflection
to God and fear to
offend him, will di-
Tect us to the wisest
counsels.

¢“The fear of God
and humility go to-
gether, where the
one is the other is;
and as the one fq
the way to wisdom,
the other is the way
to glory."—Gill.
Prov. iv. 5—9;
xxiii. 17.

Collect for 2nd Sun-
day after Trinity.



to xvi. 2.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

and before honour is humility.

Joseph. Gen. xli. 16. 39, 40. Prov. xxii. 4.

Gideon. Judges vi. 15.

Hananiah feared God above many, and therefore
became a fit object for promotion, IVek. vii. 2.

Daniel. Dan. ii. 30—48.

The centurion. Matt. viii. 8. 10,

Saul contrasted with himself. 1 Sam. xv. 17 ; ix. 21.

Ephraim, when he spake in a humble, diffident way
of himself, when he feared the Lord, trembling at his
word, he was in great power, authority, and dignity in
Israel ; but when he cast off the fear of the Lord by
the worship of Baal, his power declined, and ruin
overtook him. Hosea xiii. 1.

John the Baptist. (See on Prov. xxix, 23.) Growth
in grace manifests itself by humility. When the full
cC:r% is in the ear it bends down because it is full.

cil.

Ch. xvi. 1.
tongue, is from the Lord. (Explained p. 44.)

Jeremiah’s acknowledgment of this. Jer. x. 23.

Balaam’s earnest desire to curse Israel overruled
by God. (Numb. xxiii. 11, 12; xxiv. 10—13. Josh.
xxiv. 9, 10. Nek. xiii. 2. Prov, xix. 21.) Man pro-
poses, God disposes.

The traitor Alithophel could give advice best suited
to accomplish his object, but he had no control over
events. 2 Sam. xvii. 1—1I4.

The Apostles. Luke xxi. 15.

Caiaphas’ tongue was overruled to speak what was
above and beyond his own thoughts. Jokn xi. 49—52.
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Luke xiv. 11.

Phil. ii, 5—11.

1 Pet. v, 5—7.
Begin with modesty
if you would end
with honour.

‘The more humble
the fitter to come to
God, and He the
more willing to
come into the soul
and dwellinit. The
highest heavens are
the habitation of
God'’s glory,and the
humble heart hath
the next honour to
be the habitation of
his grace.” — Abp.
Leighton.

See on Prov. xviii.
12,

The préparations of the keart in man, and the answer of the

Exod. iv. 11, 12,
Phil. ii. 13.

Ps. 1i. 15.

Collect for 9th Sun-
day after Trinity.

See on Prov. xx.
24; xxi. 1. 30.

xvi. 2. AU the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, but the Lord

weigheth the spirits.

Hazael, 2 Kings viii. 13.

Jehu. 2 Kings x. 16. 31.

The Pharisee in the parable. Lake xviii. 11—14.

Peter rebuking our Lord: As his intention was good
and love sincere, he no doubt thought he was acting
the part of a true friend in what he said; but our
Lord, who weighed his spirit, charged him with the
guilt of being a tempter to him. Mat. xvi. 22, 23.

Pilate confessed he had power to release and to
erucify our Lord (Jokr xix. 10), and yet declared, ¢ I
am innocent of the blood of this just person’ (Matt.
xXvii. 24), when delivering Him to be crucified, he ima-
gined that by washing his hands, the proof of his in-
nocence was confirmed, and thus showed, as Bp. Hall
remarks, “ that any thing will charm the conscience
wlen it lulls to sleep.”

Paul before lis conversion: his awn view of his

F5

Prov. xvi. 25.

¢ Man will not be-
lieve that he is what
he is, till suitable
temptation disco-
vers him to him-
self.”"— Foster.

' We never do evil
so thoroughly and
cordially as when
we are led to it by a
false principle of
conscience.” — Pas-

cal.

How important
therefore to get an
enlightened,  that
we may have a good
conscience.
Litany:

* From all the de-
ceits of the world,
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character was very different from the Lord’s view of
him (Aets xxvi. 9 ; ix. 4); and from his view of him-
self when enlightened by the Holy Spirit. 1 Zim. i.
13, Rom. vii, 9.

Ch. xvi. 3.
cstablished.

Jacob drawing nigh to God, God drew nigh to him.
Gen. xxxii, 24—30 ; xlvi. 1—4.

Ruth, from love to God and his people (Ruth i. 16),
had left father and mother and the land of her na-
tivity ; and when she first came among strangers her
sitnation seemed very destitnte, but she committed
herself to God (Ruth ii. 12), and her dependence on
his providence was abundautly blessed.

David. 1 Sam. xvii. 45; xxx. 8—19. 2 Sam. v.
19—25.

Ezra, though a journey was before him of several
hundred miles through a desert infested with robbers,
and though carrying large treasures, determined to
travel withoat any guard except that of the Almighty,
and arrived safe at Jerusalem. Fzra viii. 21—23. 31,
32,

Esther and Mordeeai. Fsth.iv.14—17 ; viii. 15—17.

Daniel chose rather to run the hazard of his life
than lose his prayer. Dan. vi. 10. Ps. xxxvii. 4—6.

[Ch. xvi. 3,

the flesh,” &c.

Jer. xvii. 9, 10.

Ps. cxaxix. 23, 24.
Seeon Prov. xxi. 2;
xxx. 12.

Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be

Ps. xxxvii. 4, 5.
Phil. iv. 6, 7.

¢ Prayer is the rest
of our care and the
calm of our tem-
pest.”—J. Taylor.

He that makes
prayer a duty and a
habit in the time of
prosperity, will find
it a support, a con-
solatiop, and a joy
in the time of need.
Dan. vi. 10.

“ Give me the eye
which can see God
in all, and the hand.
which can serve-
him with all, and
the heart which can
bless him for all.”
—Abp. Secker,

See on Prov. iii. 5,
G.

xvi. 4. The Lord hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked

Jor the day of evil. (Explained p. 44.)

The stormy wind fulfilling his word. Ps. exlviii, 8.
Jonah i. 4—17.

The ram caught in a thicket. (Gen. xxii. 13.) He
that made that beast brings him thither, fastens him
there. Even in small things there is a great Pro-
vidence. Bp. Hall.

Pharaoh wilfully resisted God, but God glorified
his long-suffering in 8o long delaying to punish (Eirod.
viii. 13 31; ix. 33 ; x. 19); and his power and justice
in destroying Pharaoh when the measure of his
iniquity was filled up. Ezod. xiv. 27, 28. Rom. ix. 17.

_ Sennacherib was raised up to punish the hypocritical

Jews, but he could do no more than God permitted,
and was himself punished for the pride and ambition
which led him thus to act (fsa. x. 5—15), his own
wicked sons, Adrammelech and Sharezer, murdering
him. 2 Kings xix. 37.

The Jews killed the Prinee of Life, and desired
Barabbas, a murderer, to be granted to them. But
God overruled even so great a sin, to accomplish the
salvation of the world (Aets iii. 14, 15 ; ii. 23. Col. ii.
14, 15); punishing them, nevertheless, for their ini-
quity,

Job xxi. 29, 30.
2 Pet. ii. 9.
Ps. Ixxvi. 10.

“TIt is one of the
greatest praises of
God's wisdom, that
He can turn the’
evil of men to his
own glory.” — Bp.
Hall.

1 Cor. x. 31.
Rev. iv. 11.

He who 13 the be-
ginning ofall things
is also their end.
Rom. xi, 30.

¢« The power of
Christ will be mani-
fested in all, either
in the destruction
of sin or of the sin-
ner.”—B8p. Horne.

Ps. cxix. 73.



to xvi, 18.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
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Ch. xvi. 8. DBetter is a little with righteousness, than great rerenues iwith-

out right.

How much better to have been the widow of Za-
rephath (1 Kings xvii. 13, &c.), than Jezebel, though
a queen (2 Kings ix. 32—37), or than Ahab, the op-
pressor of Naboth, who took his vineyard without
right. He twice overcame a multitude of the Syrian
host, elaying 100,000 footmen in one day (1 Kings xx.
21. 29) ; but being himself overcome by covetousness
(1 Kings xxi. 4—6), he hecame his own tormentor,
and was brought by it under the curse of God. 1 Kings
xxi. 19. Prov. xxi. 7. We see how much a man Aas,
and therefore we envy him. Did we see how little he
enjoys, we should rather pity him.

Prov. xv. 16, 17;
xvii. 1; xix. 23.
Ps. xxxvii. 18, 17;
Ixxxiv. 10,

1 Tim. vi. 6—11.

Trust Providence
for the supply of
your wants in the
ways of duty and
righteousness.
‘“The fewer desires
the more peace.
The only sure way
to peace is to give
the heart entirely
up to God.” — Bp.
Wilson.

xvi. 9. A man’s keart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps.

Joseph’s brethren. Gen. xxxvii. 18—28 ; xlv. 5.

Pharaoh’s daughter. Ezod. ii. 5, &e.

Saul in search of his father’s stray asses, finds a
kingdom. (1 Sam. ix. 3. 15,16.) Again, he and his
men had encompassed David about, and were ready to
take him, when a message was brought him of the in-
vasion of his land by the Philistines. 1 Sam. xxiii.
26— 28.

Jesge’s anxiety about the welfare of his three eldest
sons prompted him to send the youngest to inquire
after them (1 Sam. xvii. 17, 18) ; but in the issue it
remarkably appears that this stripling’s steps were
directed by the Lord, to accomplish a work of which,
at the time, neither he nor his father ever thought.
1 Sam. xvii. 23—53.

The Syrians, while they thought of nothing but their
booty, bring happiness to the house of Naaman. The
captivity of a poor Hebrew girl is a means to make
the greatest lord of Syria a subject to God. 2 Kings
v. Bp. Hall.

Znccheus, whose curiosity was overruled 'to his sal-
vation. Luke xix. 4, 5. 9.

The woman of Samaria. Jokn iv. 7, &e.

Herod, Pontius Pilate, &e. Aets iv. 27, 28.

. Saul of Tarsus on his way to Damascus. Acts ix.
5 &e.

Tlhe steps of Onesimus, a runaway slave, directed to
Rome, where Paul, then a prisoner, was the instru-
ment of his conversion. Philenon.

Ps. xxxvii. 23.

“Every creature
walks blindfold,
only He that dwells
inlight sees whither
they go.” — Bp.
Hail.

Collect for Bth Sun-
day after Trinity.

See on Prov. xx.
24,

xvi, 18. Pride goetl, before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall,

_Asahel, proud of his swiftness of feet (2 Sam. ii. Prov. xv. 25; xvi.
18—23), but whose end shows, that what is most our % 19

pride is most our peril,
Benhadad. 1 Kings xx. 3. 11. 32,
r 6
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2Balbylon (ZLsa. x1vii. 10, 11) and her king. Isa. xiv.
—15.

Azariah and others, urged by their pride to disre-
gard God’s word, declared to them by Jeremiah. Jer.
xliii, 2—11.

Pharach Hophra ®. Ezek. xxix. 3—5.

Ncbuchadnezzar. Dan. iv. 30, 31. Ps. xlix, 11, 12,

The Edomites. Obad. 3, 4.

Herod Agrippa, allowing that glory to be given to
himself which belonged only to God. Aets xii. 21—23.

[Ch. xvi. 20,

Isa. i 11,12,
Luke i. 51.

Rom. xi. 20.

Be not high-
minded, but fear.
Pride was not made
for men. Why is
earth and ashes
proud?

Ecclus. x. 18; 0.

See on Prov. xi, 2.

Ch. xvi. 20. He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good : and

whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he.

Abraham’s servant used great discretion, but chiefly
showed his wisdom in trusting in the Lord for his
success, Gen. xxiv, 12,

Jacob’s wise arrangements for meeting his enraged
brother, and the result. Gen. xxxii. ; xxxiii. 1—4.

Hezekiah was distinguished for his trust in God
(2 Kings xviii. 5)}; and in the reformation of the
Church he showed great wisdom, and obtained great
success. 2 Chron. xxix. 1—36.

Jotham, king of Judah. 2 Clhron. xxvii. 1—6,

Daniel and his three friends. Dan. i. 17—20,

The result of the first general council, and their wis-
dom in sending with Paul and Barnabas, who had been
engaged in the contest about circumcision, &e., Judas
and Silas, chief men among the brethren, who had not
been involved in it, and who would therefore by their
presence remove 21l suspicion of the authenticity and
strict correctness of the sentence of which Paul and
Barnabas were the bearers. Acts xv. 22—32.

The Apostles’ treatment of the murmuring of the
Grecians. The murmuring had arisen from the Gre-
cians against the Hebrews. To silence all complaint,
the deacons were chosen from the party aggrieved,
which appears from the fact that their names are all
of Greek origin. Acts vi. 1—7,

xvi. 22,

Abigail is described (1 Sam. xxy. 3) as a woman of
good understanding, and by her wisdom and prudence
she was the means of saving her husband’s life. Sec
on Pror. xii. 18, .

Scrgius Paulus was a prudent mau, i.¢. 4 man of
good sense and understanding ; and,in his search after
truth he was blessed by God to attain it. Aets xiii. 7.

Paul and Barnabas “ being filled with the knowledge
of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understand-

Prov. xiii. 15; zix.
1]

Iéa. Xxvi. 3, 4.
Jer. xvil. 7, 8,
James i. 5.

¢ Prudence gains
mmen respect and
success, but piety
only will secure
maen's true happi-
ness.”—Henry.

¢ Discretion in
speech is n:ore than
eloquence, — Lord
Bacon.

Wisdom to the
mind is like health
to the body.

“This is the way
to walk contented-
ly and cheerfully
homewards,lezning
and resting 8ll tbe
way on Him who is
our guide and our
strength,” — Abp.
Lcighton.,

Understanding is a wellspring of life unto Lim that hatk it :

Prov. xiii. 14; xiv.
27.

A Christian should
aim to make every
place the better for
him.

The following texts
suggest how to at-
tain understanding,
and the blessing at-
tending it:

s Herodolus informs us, that Pharaoh Hophra boasted, that no God could deprive
him of his kingdom; but his own people, under Amasis, fell upon him, and strangled

him, destroying all that adhered to him.—Scott,



to xvi. 23.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,
ing,” were cnabled to confirm others in the faith, Acs
xiv. 22,

Paul at Corinth, Aots xviii. 8.

Apollos, by his knowledge of Scripture, confirmed
and led others in the way of eternal life, Acts xviii. 27.

but the instruction of fools is folly.

The religion of heathenism is a system of folly. Isa.
xliv. 9. Jer, x. 1—8.

So were the instructions of the heathen philoso-
phers, who lost themselves in the most irrational con-
ceptions and false reasonings, and authorized the most
degrading religious rites and practices, both by pre-
cept and example. Rom. i. 21—25. 1 Cor. i. 19, 20.

The Epicureans’ manual or creed, ¢ Let us eat and
drink,” &e., alluded to 1 Cor. xv. 32, and which has
been the favourite maxim of the senmsual and profane
in all ages.

The Jewish teachers in the time of our Lord. Matt.
xv. 14 ; xxiii. 16—26.

Demetrius’ instruction to his fellow-workmen at
Ephesus (Aots xix. 25—27), contrasted with Paul’s
Epistle to the Ephesians, and the results of his labours
amoug them, Epk. ii.

133
Ps. xix 7.
John v 24; vi. 63.
68.
Mark iv. 24.
Isa. viii. 20.

1 Thess. v. 21,

Prov. xix, 27.

¢ By the daily read-
ing of the Holy
Scriptures let each
one pour oil into his
faculties, and pre-
pare the lamp of his
mind, so that ac-
cording to the pre-
cept of the Gospel,
it may give light to
all that are in the
house.” — Theophi-
lus of Alezandria.

Ch. xvi. 23. The heart of the wise teacheth kis moutk, and addeth learn-

ing to his lips.

Abraham’s servant, being a very pious man, and
having his master’s interest much at heart, seems
under this influence to have spoken and acted with
great propriety. Gen. xxiv., 34—39.

Jacob’s answer to Pharaoh was respectful, wise, and
pious. Ie so replied to a common and simple ques-
tion, as to suggest that view of human life which, if
Pharaoh properly reflected on it, would lead him to
set light by the earthly glory with which he was
loaded, and, as a stranger and pilgrim on earth, seek
a crown which fadeth not away. See Fuller. Gen.
xlvii. 9. Col. iv. 6.

The heart of Peter, purified by the Holy Spirit from
prejudice, enabled him to instruct those labouring
under similar prejudices, Aots xi. 4—18; xv, 7—12.

Paul ; the wise adaptatiou of his instructions to his
different hearers. With the Jews, referring to the
prophecics, &ec., of their own Scriptures (Aots xiii.
17—41); to the Lycaonians he urged, as an introduc-
tion to the Gospel, the unity of the Deity, and ap-
pealed to the hounties of Providence as witnesses of his
presence and goodness (Acts xiv. 17); to the men of
Athens, he quoted their own poets (Adcts xvii. 28),
and particularly met the errors of the Epicureans
and Stoics, who formed part of his audience. (dcts
xvii.) Notice also his address to Felix (Aets xxiv,

Prov. xv, 28.
Matt. vii. 17; xii.
33—135.

Col. iii. I6.

Deut. vi. 6, 7.

Ps. xix, 14; cxix.
27.

A wise man takes
due care hoth what,
and when, and to
whom, and in what
manner, he speaks.
Wise counsel may
be foolishly given.

A wise man's heart
discerneth both
time and judgment,
Eccles. viii, 5.
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25), who was a heathen notorious for lis oppression
and profligacy ; and to Agrippa (Aets xxvi. 22—27),
who was a Jew ; and his Epistle to Philemon. (Philem.
8—18.) His experience of the grace of God in his
own heart, eminently qualified him to commend that
grace to others. 1 Tim. i. 12—16.

[Ch, xvi. 24,

Ch. xvi. 24. Pleasant words are as an honey-oomb, swwect to the soul, and

health to the bones.

David and Jonathan. 1 Sem. xx. 2 Sam. i. 26.

Philip to the Ethiopian nobleman. Aets viii, 36—39.

Paul to Lydia and to the Philippian jailor. Aets xvi.
14. 31—34.

Our Lord’s dismissal of the penitent woman, Luke
vii. 48—50.

When our Lord first appeared to his disciples after
his resurrection. Jokn xx. 19, 20.

Prov. x, 32; xv. 26.
Ps. xix. 7—I1.
Matt. xi. 28—30.
Ps. cxix. 103.
Eph, iv. 29—32.

See p. 45 on Prov.
xvi. 2},

xvi. 28. A4 froward man sowdh strife, and a whisperer separateth chicf

Jriends.

The princes of Ammon sowed strife between David
and Hanun, by insinuating that David was influenced
by base motives in the embassy he sent. 2 Sam. x. 3.

Ziba insinuated to David that Mephibosheth de-
signed to usurp the government. 2 Sam. xvi. 3.

The Chaldeans, jealous of Shadrach and his bre-
thren, reported to their patron Nebuchadnezzar their
not worshipping his golden image. Dan. iii. 8—13.

Herodias sowed strife between Herod and John the
Baptist. Mark vi. 19, 20.

The Galatians had shown great love to Paul (Gal.
iv. 15), but in his absence some Judaizing teachers
undermined Paul’s authority, and alienated from him
the affections of the Galatians. Gal. iii. 1; iv. 16.

¢There is nothing
80 well meant, but
it may be ill inter-
preted.” — Bp. Pa-
trick.

Prov.iv, 24; vi, 14;
xv. 18; xvii. 9;
xxvi. 21; xxix. 22

In the catalogue of
grievous sins (Rom.
i.28) whisperersare
included.

xvi, 31. The koary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of

righteousness.

Aged Jacob was distinguished as a prince with God
(Gen. xxxii. 28) ; and the prayers and blessing of one
who lives near to God are highly to be valued, however
enfeebled by age or inferior his station in life may
be. (James v. 16.) Though a foreigner and a shepherd
(Gen. x1vi. 34), he was honoured by God to pronounce
a blessing even on Pharaoh, king of Egypt. (Gen. xlvii.
10.) The anxiety of Joseph, though lord of Egypt, for
his father’s blessing on his children (Gen. xlviii. 1, &e.
Heb. xi. 21), and the great respect Joseph paid
Jacob, is a further illustration of this proverb. Gen.
xIvi. 29 ; 1. 4—13. .

Joseph, who, from a youth, had scrved God, lived
to be one hundred and ten years, and with his dying
breath testified how entirely his heart and treasure

Prov. xx. 20,
Lev. xlx. 32.
1 Pet. v. 5.

Disrespect to the
aged is a mark of
great degeneracy.
Isa. jii. 5.

Even heathen na-
tions strongly en-
foreed reverence to
the aged.

‘“If a young person
meet his senlor, he
instantly turne
aside to make way
for him; and if an
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were in God’s promises. (Gen. 1. 256. Heb. xi. 22.) This,
his perseverance in well-doing, though for eighty years
surrounded with every temptation to worldliness and
idolatry, sheds a lustre on his character.

Samuel. 1 Sam. xii. 2—4 ; xxv. 1.

The great age of Barzillai leads us the more to ad-
mire his zeal for the king. (2 Sam. xix. 31, 32.) Also
in his retirement from those scenes which had become
unsuitable to his years, he is a pattern to the aged,
whose nearness to eternity should make them espe-
cially anxious to prepare for it. 2 Sam. xix. 33—37.

Elisha, when dying at a very advanced age, probably
more than ninety years old, was visited by Joash, king
of Israel (2 Kings xiii. 14), who showed a high respect,
not only for his person, but his principles, though
doubtless Elisha had often been his reprover. Prov.
xxviii. 23.

Jehoiada, who lived to the age of one hundred and
thirty years. 2 Chron. xxiv. 16.

Elihu had a deep sense of the respect due to age
(Job xxxii, 6,7), and is a pattern in this respect to the
young.

Zachariaa and Elisabeth, whose old age was so pecu-
liarly honoured by God, and whose consistent piety
through a long life was so distinguished. Luke i.

Simeon and Anna. Luke ii. 25—37.
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aged person enter
an apartment, the
youth always rise
from their seats.””—
Herodotus' account
of the Egyptians.

‘“ The Lacedemo-
nians enacted that
the same reverence
should be paid to
aged persons as to
fathers.”— Bp. Pa-
trick.

Among the ancient
Romans greater ho-
nour was paid to age
than to family or
wealth (dul. Gell,
Noct. Attie, ). 2, c.
15), and it was con-
sidered a crime
worthy of death not
to rise up in the
presence of an aged
person. Juv. Sat.
xiii.

See on Prov. xxiii.
22.

xvi. 32. He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that

vuleth his spirit than ke that taketh a city.

Moses’ meekness (Vumb. xii. 3); which is the more
to be admired from his extraordinary energy of charac-
ter and his high station, for the more power any man
bas, the harder it is for him to command his passions.
Ezod. xiv. 13 ; xxxii. 20.

.How much more truly noble the calm self-possession
of the three captive Jews than Nebuchadnezzar, the
conqueror of Jerusalem, and of so many other cities
and kingdoms ! Dan. iii. 16—20.

Ps. ciii. 8,
pared with
Eph. v. 1.
Rom. xii. 21.
James i. 19, 20.
That is the noblest
victory which we
obtain over our-
selves.

See on Prov. xiv.
29; xix. 11; axe.
28.

com-

xvi. 33, The lot is cast into the lap ; but the whole disposing thercof is of

the Lord.

Haman, though so intent on the destruction of the
Jews, cast lots, by his magicians, to determine what
month would be most favourable, according to their
divinations, to accomplish it. The singular providence
of God appears in the lot determining a day full eleven
months after the time the lots were cast, so as to give
the Jews sufficient space to prevent the intended mis-
chief. Fsth, iii. 7.

Jonalh. Jonak i. 7. Numb. xxxii. 23.

The soldiers cast lots for our Lord’s vesture (Matt.
xxvii. 35), thus unconsciously fulfilling a prophecy
uttered 1000 years before. Ps, xxii, 16—18.

Matt. x. 29.

Collect for §th Sun-
day after Trinity.
Referring to God's
providence order-
ing all things,

“ How sweetly doth
God disposc of all
second causes, that
while they do their
own will they do
his.”"—DBp. Hali.
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[Ch, xvii. 3,

xvii. 3. The fining-pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the

Lord trieth the hearts. (Explained p. 46.)

The other Apostles had no idea of the wickedness
of the heart of Judas, each suspecting himself ; but
Christ’s knowledge of his licart is one proof of his
divinity. John xiil. 28, 29. Matt. xxvi. 21—25.

God tried Abraham. (Gen. xxii. 1.)  Gold is tried
in the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of ad-
versity. Feclus. ii. 5.

The Israclites were tried by want. Deut. viii. 2.

Hezckiah, by prosperity. 2 Chron. xxxii. 31.

Our Lord tried Martha and Mary by delaying to
come to them. Jokn xi. 5, 6. Divine relief comes not
always when it is most desired,’but when it is most
fit; and when that is, He that lLath at once all pre-
sent, past, and future things in his possession, is fittest
to determine. Boyle.

The rich young man. Matt. xix. 16—22.

The woman of Canaan’s faith was remarkably illus-
trated by her severe trial. Matt. xv. 23—28.

Mal, iii. 3.

Jer. xvil. 9, 10,

Ps. xXxvi. 2; exxxix,
23, 24,

 Something must
beleftasalestof the
loyalty of the heart ;
in Paradise the tree,
in Israel a Canaan-
ite, in us tempta-
tion."—Cecil.

My son, if thou
come to serve the
Lord, prepare thy
soul for temptation.
E(;clus. il, 1, 1 Pet.
i7.

Ch. xvii. 4. 4 wicked doer giveth heed to false lips, and a liar giveth ear

to a naughty tongue.

Ahab. () Kings xxii. 6.) Those shew they are bad
themselves, who court the acquaintance and need the
assistance of those that are bad.

The Jews, the ready attention they paid to those false
prophets who flattered them in their iniquity. Jsa. xxx.
9—11t; Jer. v. 30, 31 ; Micak ii. 11.

Those referred to by Paul (2 T%m. iv. 3), and by
Jobn. 1 Jokn iv. 5.

xvil. 5. Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker :

The princes of Judah. [sa. iii. 14, 15; x. 1, 2.

The rich addressed by James. James v. 4.

The tender provisions of the Mosaic law shew God’s
care for the poor, &e. Deut. xv. 7—11; xxiv. 10—15.

Jab, a fine example of kiud consideration of the poor.
Job xxx. 25; xxix. 11—13; xxxi. 13—15,

and he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.

The Tyvians. The awful judgments threatened
against them, because though they did not contribute
to the calamity of Jerusalem, yet rejoiced in i, in the
hope that thereby their commerce would be extended.
L=k, xxvi, 2—6.

The Edomites rejoiced over the children of Judah.
Obad. 10—15.

The contrast presented by the propliets, Jeremiah
(Jer. xvii. 16; ix. 1), Isaiah (fsa, xvi. 9—11), and
Micah (Jic, i. 8); their grief at the calamities they
Joretold.

A man is known by
his company.

See on Prov. v,
12; xxviii. 4.

Prov. xiv. 21, 31;
xxii. 22, 23.

Ps. 1xviii. 5.
James il. 5, 6.
Matt. viii. 20.

2 Cor. viii. 9.
Rom. xii. 15.

He that derides a
work, derides the
workman; and the
poor are expressly
declared,Job xxxiv.
19, to be the work
of God's hands.
This places the
guilt of contempt
of the poor in a very
awful light.
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Ch. xvii. 13, Whoeo rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from

hLis house.

Adam and Eve in Paradise (Gen. i. 26-—28. 31; ii.
16; iii. 6); and the fearful consequences to their pos-
terity. Rom. v. 18. . . .

Saul’s persevering malice apainst David (1 Sam.
xxvi.), who, by his own confession, had rewarded him
good (1 Sam. xxiv. 17); and the evil which followed
to his own family. 1 Sam. xxxi. 2; 2 Sam. xxi. 5, 6.

Judas, Ps. xli. 9; eix. 9—13; Jokn xiii, 18; Ads i.
20.
The Jews, in crucifying their Messiah, God's un-
speakable gift (Luke iv. 18, 19); and the curse which
sven yet rests upon them. Matt, xxvii. 25. .

1 Thess. v. 15.
Rom. xii. 17—21.

1 Pet. §ii. 9.

1 Pet. i 6, 7.

That the punish-
ment of ingratitude
descends toa man's
posterity is a very
solemn warning a-
gainst this hateful
sin,

xvii. 14. The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water:

Forty-two thousand of the Ephraimites destroyed by
Jephthah (Judyg. xii. 1—6), and thus involving them
in such trouble as, like a deluge of waters, lay all de-
Solate ; shewing that when men begin a quarrel, they
little know where it will end.

Abrer’s challenge to Joab was productive of great
evils, and most to Lim who had provoked the conflict.
2 Sam. ii. 14—17.

Rehoboam’s irrecoverable loss at Shechem, where all
Israel had come to make him king. 2 Chron. x. 1—16.

Jeroboam’s defeat, in which he lost five hundred
thousaud men. 2 Chron. xiii. 17.

The Apostles. How very soon was the indignation
of the ten roused against the other two (Matt. xx. 24);
S0 great a matter does a little fire kindle.

Paul and Barnabas, men filled with the Holy Ghost,
yet their contention produced a painful separation.
Acts xv. 39.

The great care to prevent family quarrels, from the
great difficulty in making them up, is implied Prov.
xviii. 19, and may be illustrated by Esau’s long-con-
tinued hatred of Jacob (Gen. xxxii. 6), which was
perpetuated in his posterity from generation to genera-
tion.

therefore leave off contention before it be meddled with.

Abraham's anxiety that the contention between his
herdsmen and these of Lot should not extend to them-
sclves, and that it should immediately be stopped (Gen.
xiii. 8, 9): a fine example of meckness and of wisdon.

Thus did the Israclites in the wilderness, when the
Edomites threatened them. Numb. xx. 14—21.

The prompt attention of the twelve Apostles to the
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews,
Acts vi. 1—4,

Prov. xxvi. 17. 21;
xxix. 22; xxx. 33.
James iii. 5, 6.

Three Lhings well
considered wounld
Prevent many quar-
rels; 1st, to have
it well ascertained
whether we are not
disputing about
terms rather than
things; 2nd, to ex-
amine whether that
on which we differ
is worth contending
about; 3rd, whether
we are sufficiently
informed on the
subject to come toa
right decision upon
it.

Matt. v. 39.

Rom. xii. 18,
Forbearance is a
domestic Jewel,
The two great
points we are re
quired to pursune in
this sinful and di-
vided world are
peace and holiness.
Ieb. xii. 14. Jomes
iii. 17, 18.

See on Prov. xiii.
10; xiv. 29; xv. L.
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[Ch. xvii. 156

Ch. xvil. 15, He that justificth the wicked, and he that condemneth the

Just, even they both are abomination to the Lord.

The counsellors hired to slander the Jews, and to
justify the Samaritans in their opposition to them,
Ezra iv. 1—18.

Tertullus justified the wicked Jews in their per-
secution of Paul, and sought his condemnation and
destruction by unfounded charges against him, and by
flattering Felix, who was a very bad man. Aets xxiv.
1—9.

Ahab and Jezebel’s condemnation of Naboth (1 Kings
xxi. 5—24), for his obedience to the law of God, which
forbad him to sell his vineyard, Lev. xxv. 23. Numb.
xxxvi. 7. Ezek. xlvi. 18.

xvil. 16.
secing e hath no heart to it 2

The remnant of the ten tribes were invited by Heze-
ldah to the passover, but they had no disposition to
improve such an opportunity placed within their reach,
2 Chron. xxx. 10.

The Gergesenes * (Matt. viii. 34) contrasted with
the Samaritans. Jokn iv. 40.

Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. Matt, xi. 21.

The rich young man. Mark x. 22; vii. 36, 37.
Prov. xvi. 16.

The men of Nazareth, where our Lord was brought
np. Luke iv. 28.

Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great. Luke xxiii. 11.

The impenitent dying thief. Luke xxiii. 39.

The Jews in the time of our Lord. Jokn v. 40;
viii. 45.

Pilate. Jokn xviii. 38.

The Athenians. Aects xvii. 32, 33.

Felix, whose conduct illustrates the remark, that
every delay of repentance is a cheat upon ourselves,
and that procrastination usually ends in final impeni-
tence. Acts xxiv. 25—27.

Agrippa. Aects xxvi. 28. There are no almost Chris-
tiaps in heaven.

Prov, xxiv, 23, 24,
Exod. xxiii. 7.
Isa. v. 20. 23.

Wherefore is there a prioe in the hand of a fool to get wisdom,

Heb. iv. 1.

Men have not lei-
sure to be saved.
Luke xiv. 18—20.

Delays, whether in
the business of God
oI our ownm, are
hateful and preju-
dicial; many lose
the land of promise
by lingering.

The exhortation of
the minister in case
he shall see the
people negligent to
come fo the holy
communion. Also
Communion  Ser-
vice: that part of
prayer for church
militant, begioning,
‘“and to all thy
people give thy hea-
venly grace, that
with meek heart,”
&c.

Collect for 2nd Sun
day in Advent.

xvil. 17. A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

(See p. 20. 46.)

Abraham’s love for his nephew (Gex. xiv. 14), who
had been deficient in respect to him. (Gen. xiii. 11.)
In order to rescue Lot, he did not shrink to attack,
with his emall company, one who had been the terror
and conqueror of all the kings around him. Gen. xiv.
5—12.

Joseph, Gen. xlv. 5; 1 21.

If thou wouldest
get a friend, prove
him first, and be
not hasty to credit
him. For some man
is a friend for his
own occasion, and
will not ablde in the
day of thy trouble.

® These are called by Mark and Luke the Gadarenes.



to xvii. 19.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

Maoses’ love for the Israelites appears in the agony
of his intercession for their preservation (Ezod. xxxii.
11—13. Deut. ix. 18. 25—29), though so ungrateful to
him (4cts vii. 40) ; and when by their destruction he
and his family would have been raised to the greatest
honour. Erod. xxxii. 10.

Ruth’s love for her mother-in-law, Naomi, in whose
intercourse is illustrated the remark, that friendship
divides our sorrow, and doubles our joys. Rutki. 16,17.

Jonathan hazarded his own life to preserve that of
David (1 Sam. xx. 33), though Imowing that David,
not himself, would succeed to his father’s throne.
1 Sam. xxiii. 17.

Barzillai’s kindness to David when fleeing for bis life,
and when kindness to him under such circumstances
might have cost Barzillai his life. (2 Sam. xix. 32; xvii.
27—29.) Adversity is the touchstone of friendship.

Ahikam’s regard for Jeremiah (Jer. xxvi, 24), and
also that of Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, though so vio-
lent an opposition was raised against Jeremiah by the
princes of Judah. Jer. xxxviii. 8, &c.

The Apostle John’s support of Mary, a destitute
widow, Jokn xix. 27.

Paul’s love for Onesimus. Philem. 12. 20.

Barnabas took Paul, when all others were afraid of
him. dets ix. 27.

The love of Aquila and Priscilla (Rom. xvi. 3, 4);
of the Philippians (Pkil. iv. 15); and of Epaphro-
ditus, to Paul (Pkil. ii. 25), when he was a prisoner at

me.

Avristarchus is also distinguished as a constant at-
tendant on Paul, cheerfully sharing with him in his
dangers and imprisonment (Acts xix. 29 ; xx. 4; xxvii.
2. Ighilem. 24. Col. iv. 10); and especially Luke, the
beloved physician (Col. iv. 14), who attended Paul in
many of his journeys to the Lesser Asia and Greece ;
was with him in his several arraignments at Jerusalem,
accompanied him in his hazardous voyage to Rome as
a prisoner, and cleaved to him when others forsook
him. 2 Tim. iv. 11.

The love of Epaphroditus to the Philippians is also
very striking. Pkil, ii. 26.

Ch. xvii, 19. He loveth transgression that loveth strife :

The Corinthiang’ strife about their preachers, &ec.
(1 Cor. iii. 3, 4. 2 Cor. xii. 20, 21); showing that strife
is a fruitful source of other sins. Observe also their
disposition to go to law with each other upon subjects
of trifling importance, and the evil consequences that
followed. 1 Cor, vi.

The Apostles did not love strife, or accustom them-
selves to it ; but that such men should have given way
to it among themselves, and at such a time l%Mark ix,
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Again, some friend
is a companion at
the table, and will
not contimue in the
day of thy afMliction.
A faithfyl friend is
the medicine of life,
and they that fear
the Lord shal] find
him.

Ecclus. vi. 7, 8, 10.

6.

Two persons will
not be long friends,
if they cannot for-
give each other’s
little failings.
Prov. xvii. 9.

The following pas-
sages refer to the
love of Christ as
our friend
brother.
John xv. 13, 14,
Matt. xii. 50.

Heb. ii. 11.

John xiif. 1.

Heb, xiii, 8; iv. 14
—16.

and

See on Prov. xviii.
24; xxvii, 17.

James iii. 14—16.
Phil. ii. 3.
Prov. xx. 22.

‘“Let dissensions
proceedfrom others,
but  reconciliation
from thee.”

‘ Nothing chokes
the seed of religion
8o much as thorny
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31. 33. Lauke xxii. 24), strongly shows the tendeney of
our fallen nature to this sin, and therefore our need of
the caution implied in this proverb.

[Ch. xvii. 15,

debates and differ-
ences about itself.”
—dAbp, Leightor.

and he that exaltetk his gate secketh destruction. (Explained p. 29.)

The attempt of Sheba to raise the standard of re-
bellion against David. 2 Sam. xx. 1. 22,

Zimri seized on the throne of Israel; but the tri-
umphing of the wicked is short. 1 Kings xvi. 9—18.

Shebna, ambitious of distinction, built himself a
stately sepulchre at Jerusalem, as one secure of his
possessions, but received a message from the Lord,
forewarning him of his shame, captivity, and death.
Isa. xxii. 15—19. :

Jehoiakim built 2 magnificent palace by iniquity and
oppression, and at a time when the country was in the
greatest distress (Jer. xxii. 13); but rebelling against
Nebuchadnezzar, the destruction of his power and
miserable death in Babylon, soon followed. 2 Chron.
xxxvi, 6—8. Jer. xxii. 19.

Phil. iv. 5.
Jer. xlv. 5.

‘He that does not
soar high will suffer
the less by a fall.”
The house shows
the owner.

High towers must
look for lightning.

Pride, like a wild
horse overthrows its
tider.

See on Prov. xvi.
18; xviii, 12.

Ch. xvii. 20. He that kath a froward heart findeth no good :

Thus many, owing to the corrupt state of their heart,
were rather hardened than benefited even by s0 aston-
ishing a miracle as the raising of Lazarus. Jokn xi.
46 ; xii. 10.

The Pharisees. In Matt. xi. 16—19, our Lord de-
scribes their perverseness, whom nothing could allure
to embrace the Gospel, neither John’s ministry nor
his own.

The Nazarenes at our Lord’s last visit, of whom it
is said that Hc marvelled because of their unbelief.
Mark vi. 6.

The Jews at Capernaum (Jokn vi. 41—52, 60), aud
at Jerusalem. Jokn vii. 14—30.

Simon Magus, his heart not being right with God
(Aects viii. 21), found no good from his baptism. dects
viii. 23.

and he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief.

The Israelites in the wilderness, their heart not
being right with God (Ps. 1xxviii. 37), soon discovered
itself by a perverse tongue, and brought his wrath
upon them. Ps. lxxviii. 19—22.

Elymas seeking to twn away the deputy from the
fuith, Aets xiii, 8—11.

Isa. xxix. 13, 14.
Dan. xii. 10.
1 Cor. ii. 14.
2 Cor. iv. 4.
Matt. xi. 25,

A man may as
soon read the letter
of Scripture without
eyes, as properly
understand  their
mysteries without
grace.” — Bp. De-
veridge.

Ps. xix, 13, 14.

See on Prov. iiL 32.

xvii. 27. He that hath knowledge spareth kis words: and a man of un-

derstanding is of an excellent (or cool) spirit,

Aaron held lis peace, from a deep conviction of
God’s holiness and justice, and his own sinfulness.
Ler. x. 3. Ps. cxix. 75.

Prov. xv. 28; xxix
11,

Eccles. ix. 17,



to xviii. 7.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

Moses’ silence and command of temper, betaking
himeelf to prayer beforo he replied to Korah. Numb,
xvi, 4, .

Moses and Aaron, at the murmuring of the people
against them, prayed for them who thus despitefully
used them. Numb. xiv. 5; xx. 6.

Samuel, when the Israelites rejected him, 1 Sam.
viii, 6—21.

David did not suffer himself to speak hastily and
angrily, or in. a reproachful manner, when provoked
by his brother Eliab. Se¢e on Proo. xii. 16,

Our blessed Lord, in whom are hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge (Col. ii. 3), yet prudently
deferred the communication of many things to his
Apostles, till they were able to bear them. Jokn xvi. 12,

Our Lord’s command of temper, his excellent spirit,
is also remarkably shown at his trial : He said but
little (Mate. xxvii. 12—14), knowing what was in man,
and that hefore such wicked judges defence was use-
less. When He was reviled He reviled not again,
thus leaving us an example that we should follow his
steps. 1 Pet. ii, 21.

Ch. xviii. 1.
tntermeddleth with all wisdom.

Isaac retired to meditate. (Gen. xxiv. 63.) “He was
a man of refiection and prayer, and in the cool of the
evening it might be common for him to retire an hour
to converse with himself and with his God.” Be much
with God in secret, so shall God be with thee in
publie.

John the Baptist was in the desext until the day of
his showing unto Israel, “ apart from the world, and
under the tuition of heaven, he was instructed in the
principles of divine wisdom.”—Bp. Hall. Luke i. 80.

Paul spent three years in retirement in Arabia, as
a preparation for his ministry. Gal. i. 17, 18.

The Ethiopian’s diligent study of the Secriptures
while travelling (Acts viii. 26—31), thus showing his
fervent desire of knowledge. Prov. ii. 1—9.
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James i. 19.

“The more any
man knows, the less
he is apt to talk;
for his wisdom gives
him such an excel-
lent composure of
spirit that it re-
presses his heat,
his forwardness and
haste, and makes
him coolly delibe-
rate what and when
it is fit to speak.”"—
Bp. Palrick.

See on Prov. x. 19;
xvi. 32.

Tlrough desire a man, kaving separated himself, seeketh and

Ps. i. 1—3.
Ps. iv. 4.
Matt. vi. 6.

“Little can be done
well to which the
whole mind is not
applied.”—Joknson.

“The business of
meditation is to di-
gest that spiritual
nourishment we
take in by reading.
Without this prac-
tice much learning
and reading tums
to little account.”"—
R. Nelson.

xviil. 7. A4 jfool’s mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snave of

his soul,

The men of Succoth and Penuel. Judg. viii. 4—17.
Prov. xviii. 6.

The ehildren of Bethel who mocked Elishn. 2 Kings
ii. 23, 24,

The servant who hid his Lord’s talent in a napkiu,
was condemned out of his own mouth, aggravating his
guilt by his attempt to justify his sin. Luke xix. 22,

Prov. xiii. 8.
Eccles. x, 11—]4;
v, 2.

Give not thy tongue
too great liberty,
lest it take thec pri-
soner.

See on Prov. x. 4.
16; xii. 13,
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Ch. xviii. 10, The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous

runneth into it, and is safe. (Explained p. 47.)

Job under his deep affliction. (Job xix. 25,26.) The
way to possess our souls in patience, is to commit them
to God n confidence.

Habakkuk (iii. 17—19). “No cloud can overshadow
a Christian but his faith will discern a rainbow in it.”
Bp. Horne.

Asa, when attacked by Zerah. 2 Chron. xiv. 11, &e.

Hezckiah under his alarm from Sennacherib (2 ICings
xix, 14—20. 32—35), and under his sickness. (Isa.
xxxvili. 1—8.) Prayer opens the heart and lets out
grief, and opens heaven and lets down grace.

The Apostles, when threatened by the Sanhedrim.,
Adsiv. 24—33. -

Rom. viii. 35—39.
Zech. 1i. 8.

Ps. xvii. 8.

The weakest be-
liever is safe, be-
cause by believing
he is within the
strongest of all de-
fences. None can
pluck him out of
the hand of Christ.
John x, 28.
Visitation of the
sick :
“The  Almighty
Lord, &c., a strong
tower,” &c.

gge on Prov. xiv.

xviii. 11, The rick man's wealth is his strong city, and as an kigh wall

in his own conceit.

The prince of Tyrus* (Ezck. xxviil, 2, &c.) whose
strong forts and bulwarks of the sea availed him no-
thing when God sent Nebuchadrezzar against him to
punish him for his pride. -

Parable of the rich fool, in his own conceit secure ;
but how deceived ! Luke xii. 19—21.

Contrast with these examples, Job’s anxiety not to
trust to his wealth. Job xxxi, 24, 25.

Prov. x. 15.
1 Tim. vi. 17.
Mark x. 23.

Litany: “Inalltime
of our wealth, good
Lord, deliver us.”

xviil. 12. Before destruction the heart of man is haughty,

Jezebel’s hanghty spirit, in painting her face, &c.,
she had no intention of tempting Jehu by her beauty,
but was merely actnated by motives of pride, to keep
up her state and dignity to the last. 2 Kings ix. 30
—33. Bp. Patrick.

and before honour i3 humility.

Contrast the spirit of Goliath (1 Sam. xvii. 8—10.
43, 44,) and David. (1 Sam. xvii. 45, 46.) After the
Spirit of the Lord had come upon David; qualifying
him for great things, he was satisfied in his humble
and laborious employment. He waited for the Lord’s
time to call him into action.  After his introduction
to Saul’s court, though he had been ancinted the future
king of Israel, he cheerfully retired again to the sheep-
fold. (1 Sam. xvi. 13—23 ; xvil. 15.) None are so fit
to he great as they that can stoop lowest.

See on Prov. xi. 2;
xvl. 18; xxix. 23,

Prov. iii, 34 ; xxil. 4.

There is no true
greatness without
self-humiliativn,

Humility lies at the
foundation of all
other virtues, Matt.
v. 3.

See on Prov. xv.
33.

* His name was Ithobal, as appears from the Pheenician annals, extracted from

Josephus.—Calmet,
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Ch. xviii. 13, Ie that answereth a matter before he heareth, it, it s folly
and shame unto him.

David acted foolishly in receiving as frue the slander Prov.i.3; xvii. 27;
of Ziba against his master Mephibosheth. It wasa }:éezs"’; 1
shame to David to give Mephibosheth’s property to e
Ziba, without hearing Mephibosheth, whose loyalty Blame not before
was unimpeachable. (2 Sam. xvi. 4; xix. 24—30.) :g:“g:s&fum‘;ﬂ‘l
Even the heathens Lysias and Feslus acted more 4,4 ﬁrsz’an‘;nlhz:
wisely and justly towards Paul. (4dcfs xxiii. 30; XXv. rebuke.  Answer
16.) ¢ We must remember that, through favour, fac- EO' beforeh thon hast
tion, envy, greediness, ambition, &c., innocency itself n:iat‘f" the m:;‘:f;é
is often laden with false accusations.”—Bp. Sanderson. men in the midst

Ahasuerus foolishly attending to Haman’s charge of their talk.
against the Jews, without any concern to investigate Eecclus. xi.7, 8.
its truth (Esth. iii. 10, &c.), was put to the shame of « 1y 154 1itelearn-
reversing his own decree. Esth, viii. 5, &c. ing and but a little

Darius granted the presideats their wish, so flatter- "hwlh dlmkisn men
ing to his vanity, by signing the decree without con- Fyrbl . o
sulting Daniel, the chief of the presidents, who would mility teach mo-
immediately have undeceived him, on the point of its desty and fear.”—
being the wish of all the presidents that e should sign 7+ Zayer.
it (Dan. vi. 9); this hastiness placed him in very pain-
ful and humiliating circumstances. Dan. vi. 14. 18.

The magistrates at Philippi, who condemned Paul
and Silas without giving them the opportunity of
making their defence, brought shame in consequence
on themselves. Acts Bvi. 37—39.

xviii, 14. The spirit of a man will sustain kis infirmity ;
Isaac was veryG infirm and )bl'md for the last forty 2 Cor.i. 12,
ears of his life (Gen. xxvii. 1), but he lived and died .
b faith. Hob, . 18, A manly pirit, ex
Job’s fortitude, who blessed God under accumulated by the influence of
calamity. Job i. 20, 21; ii. 8—10. ;he HOIYSP'iiﬁ!, will
Paul gloried in his infirmities and distresses. 2 Cor. pea Doterr oo
xii. 9. Aets xx. 22—24. Rom. v. 3—35. lamities.
Paul and Silas, their joy under very severe ill
nsage. (Adets xvi. 23—25.) Observe also Paul’s manly
appeal to the magistrates. Verse 37.
The martyrs alluded to in the Epistle to the He-
brews, being supported by a sense of God’s love, the
conscience of their own integrity, and the prospect of
{futurc happiness, Poole. Heb. xi. 35.

but a wounded spirit who can bear?

Cain. Gen. iv. 13, 14. Isa, lvil. 20, 21.
Eli’s daughter-in-law, the wife of his son Phineas, g:ei;xﬁ" 1.
secms to have died of a broken heart. (1 Sam.iv.19
1—)22.)x ?ylghe sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken, tslin is tFehv-m)‘:nd of
rov. . . e soul which must
Saul. (1 Sam. xxviii. 20 ; xxxi. 4.) O the woeful b® W"i}wd by the
extremitios of a despairing eoul | plunging him ever tears of repentance,

N ad . cleansed by the
into a greater mischief to avoid the less, blood of Chnyst, and
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David. Ps. xxii. 1 ; Ixix. 20.

Ahithophel. 2 Sam. xvii. 23.

Zimri, the traitor. 1 Kings xvi. 18.

Pashur, of whom the Lord declared hic should be a
terror to himself. Jer. xx. 4.

The demoniac wounded by Satan. Mark v, 2—7.

Judas, (Matt, xxvii. 5.)  What madness to flee to
death as a refuge, when hell follows after !

[Ch. xviii. 17,

healed by the Splrit
of the IHoly One,
and there is no
other cure.

Litany:

“ From thy wrath,
good Lord, deliver
us.”

Ch. xviii. 17.  He that is first in his own cause scometh just; but his

neighbour cometh and searcheth him.

Saul meeting Samuel and saying, I have performed
the commandment of the Lord. (1 Sam. xv. 13.) How
different appeared the case when Samuel exposed it to
view, showing that so far from obeying, Saul had
stubbornly rejected the word of the Lord. Verse 26.

Ziba’s siauder against his master Mephibosheth, the
grandson of Saul (2 Sam. xvi. 1—3), till David heard
Mephibosheth’s explanation. 2 Sam. xix. 26.

Tertullus’ accusations against Paul, which he could
not prove. Aots xxiv. 5. 13. See on Prov. xviil 3,
p. 46. ¢

One tale is good till
another be told.
This appears true
in private conversa-
tion, in lawsnits,
before judges, and
in theological con-
traversies ; and sug-
gests the impoit-
ance of hearing both
sides.

See on Prov. xx. 6.

xviil. 2Y.  Death and life are in the power of the tongue :

The evil report of the ten spies brought death on
themselves (Vumb. xiv. 36, 37), and led the Israelites
so to act, as to cause their death in the wildernmess.
Numb. xiv. 2. 28—35.

What Doeg said, urged on Saul to the murder of a
city of priests. (1 Sam. xxii. 9, 10.) He heaped wood
upon Saul’s fire.

Sennacherib’s blasphemy brought death on 185,000
of his army and on himself. 2 Kings xviii. 28. 35 ; xix.
22. 35. 2 Chron. xxxii. 21.

The Ammonites were destroyed for insulting at the
profanation of God’s sanctuary. Frek. xxv. 3—17.

Ananias and Sapphira. (Acts v. 8—10.) Speaking
lies, they perished. Pror. xix. 9.

Moses’ intercession for the Iscaelites preserved the
whole nation from destruetion. Ezod. xxxii. 9—14.

Abigail. 1 Sam. xxv. 33.

Esther’s appeal to Ahasuerus, Esth, vii.; viii.

Paul’s address to the Philippian jailer. Aets xvi,
28—34.

The effect of the preaching of the Gospel, as de-
clared by Paul. 2 Cor. ii. 16.

Prov. xi. 9; xxi.
23; xxv. I8,

Ps. axxiv. 12, 13,
N;att. v. 22; xii. 36,
3

37.
James i. 19; iii. 5—
10,

Many bhave fallen
by the edge of the
sword, but not so
many as have fallen
by the tongue.
Ecclus. xxviii. 18.
“ Life and death arc
in the power of wit«
nesses according ta
the testimony they
bear, of judges ac-
cording to the scn-
tence they pass, of
teachers according
to the doctrine they
preach; of all men
who Dby their well
or evil speaking
bring death or life
to themselves or
olhers."—@Gill.

Sce on Prov. x. 21.

and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. (Explained p. 47.)

The habit of the Israelites was that of murmuring
(Numb. xiv. 22), as for instance, at the Red Sea (Izod.
xiv. 11, Ps. cvi. 7); in Mara (Lzod. xv. 23, 24); in
the wilderness of Sin (fzod. xvi. 2); at Rephidim

Lxod. xx. 7.

The swearer who
calls out for dam-
nation will no doubt



to xviii, 24.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

FEzod. xvii. 1,2) ; at Taberah and Kibroth-Hattaavah.
ENumb. xi. 3.) They at length eat the fruit of it in
in their destruction, Ps. xcv. 10, 11.

The fool alluded to by Solomon (Eccles. x. 11—13),
who, by his habitual babbling and evil speaking, not
only inflicts deadly wounds on the reputation and
peace of others, but, by his foolish and abusive lan-
guage, swallows up himself.

Panl’s nrdent desive to glorify Christ, led him, in
season and out of season, to devote himself to preach-
ing the Gospel (4cts xx. 24); and by the consecration
of his tongue to such a service, he eat of the fruit of it
in turning many to righteousness, and being numbered
among those who shall shine forth as the stars for ever
and ever. Dan. xii. 3. See on Prov, xi. 18.

“ An excellent task for the tongue is that which
David chooses (Ps. xxxv. 28), ¢ My tongue shall speak
of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.’
And they lose not who love to speak praise to Him,
for He loves to speak peace to them.”—Abp. Leighton.
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receive {he answer
to his prayer, if he
die without repent-
ance,

Prov. xi. 30; xv. 4.

Who shall set a
watch before my
mouth, and a seal of
wisdom upon my
lips, that 1 fall not
by them, and that
my tongue desiroy
me not? O Lord,
Father and Gover-
nor of all my whole
life, leave me not to
their counsels, and
let me not fall by
them (i. e. by the
habit of evil speak-
ing, or speaking too
much, and thus
speaking indiscreet-
ly). Ecclus. xxii
27; xxiii. 1. Ps.
cxli. 3.

Ch. xviii, 24. 4 man that hath friends must show himself friendly,

David’s regard for Jonathan’s children long after his
death. 2 Sam. ix. 1. 13 ; xxi. 7.

They that brought the paralytic to Jesus were in-
deed his friends, taking great pains to do so. Mark ii.
3, 4.

Lydia (Adets xvi. 15. 40) and Justus (Acts xviil 7)
received Paul into their houses at a time when many
would have shrunl from doing so. Justus, when
many others fniled, proved a comfort to him. Col.
iv. 11.

Paul was coming as a prisoner, but the brethren
went out to meet him as far as Appii Forum., Acts
xxviii. 15.

Onesiphorus was not ashamed of Paul's chain. 2 Tim.
i. 16.

Paul’s direction to Titus respecting Zenas and
Apolles. Tit, iii. 13.

The hospitality of Philemon (Philem. 5—7) and of

Gaius. 3 Jokn 3—6.

and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.

Jonathan was far more kind to David (1 Sam. xviii.
1; xix. 4, 5) than his own brother Eliab. (1 Sam.
xvii. 28.) Fricndship is stronger than kindred.

Hiram ; the cordial assistance he rendered to Solo-
mon, free from all jealousy or envy at his growing
power, contrasted with the attempt of his own brother
Adonijah, to deprive him of the throne. 1 Kings v.;
i 6.

“If you wish to
gain affection, be-
stow it.”"—Seneca.

I will not be a-
shamed to defend a
friend, neither will
I hide myself from
;xim. Ecclus. xxii,
5.

A wise caution on
thesubjectof friend-
ship is given. Prov.
Xxxv.17.—See p. 11.

See on Prov. xvii
17.

John xv. 12—16.
leb. xiii. 8.

“ Men may love
their friends nore
than they can lhelp
(hem, but the lov-
ing kindness of God
is attended with a
power as infinite as
itself.”"—Charrock.

G
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[Ch, xix. 2,

Ch. xix. 2. That the soul be without knowledge, it is not good ;

(1.) Consequences of ignorance of God, t.c. of just
views of his character.

Micah, the Ephraimite, made an idol (Judg. xvii. 5),
consecrated a Levite to an office of which he was in-
capable (Judg. xvii. 12), and yet, through misinter-
pretation of Ged’s providence, imagined he had the
approbation of God for an act which led to the spread
of idolatry throughout the tribe of Dan. Judy. xvii. 13;
xviii. 30, 31. )

Eliphaz, &ec., Job’s friends, reproved him for want
of religion, and inflicted severe suffering on him (Job
iv. 7), under the idea that God would mot have so
afflicted him had he been sincere.

Abishai gave most dangerous advice to David from
the same canse, misinterpreting God’s providence.
1 Sam. xxvi. 8. '

Benhadad’s army was defeated for limiting the
power of God. 1 Kings xx. 28.

The Jews, as described by Isaiah. Isa. v. 12, 13.

The Gentile world. Rom. i. 28.

(2.) Consequences of ignorance of Christ.

The Gadarenes besought Him to depart from them
(Luke viii. 37), afraid of sustaining loss by Him whom
to know is life eternal. Jokn xvii. 3.

The Jews and their rulers killed the Prince of Life
(Luke xix. 41, 42. 1 Cor. ii. 8), not knowing that
Christ is the end of the Jaw for righteousness to every
one that believeth. Rom. x. 3, 4.

Paul, before his conversion. Adets xxvi. 31. 1 Tim.
i. 13.

(3.) Consequences of ignorance of the Holy Serip-
tures.

The people and priests, as deseribed by Hosea.
Hosea iv. 6.

The Pharisees. Matt. xii. 7. Hosea vi. 6.

The Sadducees’ denial of the resurrection. Matt.
xxii. 29.

Peter (Matt. xvi. 22) and the other Apostles’ dismay
at the thought of our Lord’s crucifixion, and their un-
belief of his resurrection. Luke xviii. 31—34. Jokn xii.
16; xx. 9. Luke xxiv. 25, 26.

The Jewish rulers, in condemning Jesus. Aots xiii.
27. 1 Cor. ii. 8.

(4.) Consequences of ignorance of ourselves.

Job multiplied words without knowledge. (Job xxxv.
16.) He was too much disposed to justify himself (Job
xxxiii. 8, 9 ; xxxiv. 5. 9. 35), and not enough aware
of his ineapacity to judge of God’s dealings (Jolg xlgl.
3.5, G); and hence arose, in a great measure, his sin
and trouble of mind. He who knows not his Maker
canuot know himself, .

Heczekiah not knowing himself, God left him to him-

Though the know~
ledge of what is the
great end of our
being (Prov. ix. 10.
John xvii. 3. Phil.
ili. 8—10) is that
which chiefly con-
cerns us, we should
endeavour, as we
have opportunity,
‘“not to be ignorant
ol any thing in a
great matter or
small.” Be (as
Hooker remarks)
diligent observers
of circumstances,
the little regard
whereof is the nurse
of vuigar folly. Al-
ways adding to our
stock of knowledge.
Especially do not
depreciate any pur-
suit which leads to
the contemplation
of the works of the
Creator.

O Lord remove our
ignorance, that we
may know thee; our
idleness, that we
may seek thee; our
unbelief, that we
may find and enjoy
thee.—Bp. Halt.

Our knowledge of
God will be in pro-
portion to our holi-
ness. Matt, v. 8.

““ Know thyself,”
and especially ask
God to teach thee
(Job xxxiv. 32).
‘Without self-know-
ledge we know no-
thing aright.

Ps. iv. 4.

2 Cor. xiil. 5,

Ps. cxxxix. 23, 24;
cxliii, 8.

Litany :

‘ That it may please
thee to forgive ua
all our .... igno-
rances, and to en-
due us with the
grace of Lhy Holy
Bpirit, to amend our
lves according to
thy holy word.”



to xix. 3.] SCRIFTURE EXAMPLES,

self, to tench him this necessary truth. 2 Chron. xxxii.

Peter’s fall, from want of self-knowledge. Luke xxii.
33, 34.

and he that hasteth with his feet sinneth. (Explained p. 48,

Desire of forbidden kmowledge was one cause of
Eve’s ruin (Gen. iii. 6), and of the ruin of the world.
Rom. v. 18.

Joshua erred by rashly making a covenant with the
Gibeonites, without inquiring of the Lord. Joshk. ix. 14,

Saul’s impatience in not waiting for Samuel, whom
God had appointed to offer the burnt-offering, and for
whom he should have tarried for direction how to act.
(1 Sam. xiii. 9, 10. 13, 14.) Again, the consequences
of his inconsiderately binding his whole army by an
oath to abstain from food, nearly led to the destruc-
tion of his own son, the most valuable man in the army.
1 Sam. xiv. 24—45.

David’s haste led him to an act of great injustice to
Mephibosheth. 2 Sam. xvi. 4.

The prophet of Judah did not give hiraself time to
weigh the evidence for and against the pretended mes-
sage of the lying prophet. (1 Kings xiii. 18, 19.) De-
sirous to have the command relaxed, Le was too ready
to believe it to be so. Thus the understanding is often
the dupe of the heart. He seems not to have prayed
for Divine direection.

Peter, without waiting for orders, and not cousider-
ing that our Lord’s kingdom was not of this world,
rashly drew his sword to smite the servant of the Ligh
priest. (John xviii. 10.) “ Good intentions are mere
blind impulses when they are not under the guidance
of God’s will, as declared in his word.”
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See on Prov. i. 7.

)

Deut. 1xix. 29,
Eccles. xii. 13,
Prov. xxi. 5.

“ Do nothing rash-
ly. Stay a little,
that you may make
an end the sooner.”
~Bacon.

Prov. iv. 26.

‘Things are not to
be done by the effort
of the moment, but
by the preparation
of past moments.”
—Cecil.

See on Prov. xiv,
gg; XXV. 8; xxviii.

Ch. xix. 3. The_foolishness of man perverteth his way: and his heart

Jretteth against the Lord,

Adam : the very first sin that ever man was guilty
of, he eudenvoured to throw upon God, shifting the
blame not only on Eve, but on God, for having given
her to him. Gen. iii. 12,

Cain. Gen. iv. 13, 14,

Jehoram, king of Israel, charged his ealamity upon
God, and uot upon himself, whose sins were the true
and proper cause of it. Poole. 2 Ilings iii. 10. 13 ;
vi, 33.

Jonah repined at that mercy being extended to others
of which he had lately been so distinguished a monu-
ment. Jonak iv. 1. 4. 9.

The Israelites; their passage from Egypt need
not have occupied more than a few weeks. Their
journeying forty years arose fromn their having per-

G2

The general eon-
fession in the Morn-
ing Prayer shows
how wec ought to
feel when we have
perverted our way.
Ps. Ixxxvi. 11;
exix, 176.

James i, 13, I4.
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verted their way, (Numb. xiv. 34.) But it was marked
by incessant fretiing against the Lord, Numb. xx, 2—
5; xxi. 4—6. Deut. ix. 23, 24. 1 Cor. x. 1—10.
Martha foolishly cumbered herself with much un-
necessary serving ( Luke x. 41), and then blamed our
Lord for not sending her sister to help her. Luke x. 40.

[Ch. xix. 11,

Ch. xix. 11. The discretion of @ man deferreth his anger ; and it is his

glory to pass over a transgression.

Joseph, in stating his case to the chief butler, did
not once name his brethren or Potiphar’s wife, though
suffering so much for their transgression against him,
affirming his own iunocence without accusation of any.
(Gen. x1.15.) His apparent harshness to his brethren
arose from his anxiety to bring them to repentance;
and when he had accomplished this, his whole conduct
1wu.sl marked by peculiar tenderness. Gen. xlv. 4—15;
. 21.

Moses, a pattern of brotherly affection. Numb. xii.

David’s conduct to Saul. 1 Sam. xxiv.; xxvi. 3, &e.

The prophet of Judah interceded for Jeroboam, who
had the moment before put forth his hand to injure
him. 1 Kings xiii. 6, &c.

Matt. v. 38—i1;
xviii. 21, 72,

Rom. xii. 17. 21,
Col. iii. 12—15.
Forgive and forget.
Write injuries om
sand, and kind-
nesses in marble.
Platosaid to his ser-
vant, ‘I would beat
thee but that I am
angry.”

To forgive is god-
like. Eph. iv. 82;
v. L.

See on Prov. xiv.
29; xvi. 32.

xix. 21. There are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel

of the Lord, that shall stand.

Isaac’s desire to bestow on Esau the blessing (Gen.
xxvii. 1—7), contrary to God’s declared purpose. Gen.
xxv. 23.

The attempt of Joseph’s brethren to defeat, became
the means of accomplishing, his prophetic dreams.

Gen. xxxvii. 19, &ec. Ps. Ixxvi. 10,

Abithophel. 2 Sam. xvii. 1—23. Job xviii. 7, 8.

The devices of the chief priests, &c., to avoid put-
ting our Lord to death on the feast-day (Matt. xxvi.
4, 5); and thus would have been frustrated the typieal
reference of the passover to Him. (1Cor. v. 7.) Also
the attempt to defeat the belief of his resmrection
(Matt. xxvii. 63—66), as foretold by the prophets ; but
the very means they took confirmed its truth, “ The
testimony of sixty unexceptionable witnesses (the num-
ber of the Roman soldicrs on the guard) was thus
added to the truth of the Lord’s resurrection.”—Dp.
Porteus. Matt. xxviii, 11, Aets ii. 23, 24,

The forty Jews who, with the chief priests and
elders, had conspired together to assassinate Paul
(Acts xxiii. 12—15), and thus defeat God’s counscl to
send bim to Rome. Aets xxiii. 11.

Man purposeth,
but God disposeth.
‘When He bath ap-
pointed, none can
disappoiut. His pro-
vidence rules our
lot, Lis word should
rule our desires;
and that is the most
probable way to se-
cure success accord-
ing to our hearts’
desires.

Ps. xxxvii. 4, 5.
Prov. xvi. 3.

Collect for Sth Sun-
day after Lrinity.

Sec on Prov. xxl
30.

xix. 22. The desire of a man i8 his kindness: and a_poor man is better

than a liar. (Explained p. 48.)
The desire of the little Israclitish maid, even had it
not issued in so important a result, showed the kind-

2 Cor. viii. 12.
James ii. 15, 16



to xx. 1.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

ness of lier heart (2 Kings v. 3); and would have
been worth more than the promises of those rich and
great men who never fulfil the expectations they raise,
Sueh was Pharaol’s deceitful conduct to Zedekiah
(Ezek. xxix. 6, 7), who leaning upon Pharaoh for sup-
port, Pharaoh became to him only as the staff of a
reed, which broke under him. Pharaoh came with 2
great army to raise the siege of Jerusalem by the
Chaldeans, but in a little time retired to his own coun-
try, treacherously leaving Zedekiah, whom he had en-
gaged to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar, whereby he
became the occaeion of the ruin of Zedekiah. See ISzek.
xvii, 15, Jer. xxxvii. 5. 7. Bp. Patrick.

Mary is commended as having done what she could.
Mark xiv. 8.

The widow’s two mites, though adding little to the
treasury, strongly expressed her desire to give, and
were accepted as such. (Lauke xxi. 2—4.) “And we
should not so much endeavour to have much where-
withal to do, as to do much with that little we have.”

The Macedonian Church; their deep poverty gave
a peculiar Justre to their hiberality. 2 Cor. viii. 2.
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1 Jolin iii. 18.

“ Rich men’s pre-
sents are gold and
silver or other costly
things. Mine must
be recommended
by the affectionate
pleasure with which
1 give them.”—The
Venerable Bede,
when dying.

‘It is the comfort
of poverty that our
affections are va-
lued, not our pre-
sents.”—Bp. Hall.

Liberality congista
not so much in
giving largely as in
giving seasonably,
and from right mo-
tives.

Itennobles the most
insignificant action
toundertake it with
an ardent wish to
please God. Matt.
X. 42

Ch. xix. 25. Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware :

The effect on Israel of the destruction of Pharaoh
and his host. Ezod. xiv. 31.

Stubborn children: their awful punishment, intended
to be a warning to others. Deut. xxi. 21.

The Gibeonites were awed by the destruction of
Jericho and Ai. (Josh. ix. 3, &c. Melancthon. Bp.
Patrick.) Others’ ruin should be our warning.

The effect produced on Sergius Paulus by the pun-
ishment of Elymas. A4ets xiii. 6—12.

Prov. xxi. 11.

** Therefore  God
strikes some that
he may warn all."—
Bp. Hall.

By others’ faults
wise men correct
their own.

and reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge.

The Psalmist. Ps. exix. 75.

Our Lord’s verbal reproof of the two disciples going
to Emmaus (Luke xxiv. 25—27. 32), was more effectual
for their good than the severest punishments would
have been to n scorner. “ A foolish offender must, by
puuishment, be made wise; but a man of sense will
amend upon admonition.”

xx. L.
ceived thereby is not wise.

Noah, so eminent a saint (Gen. vii. 1), was overtaken
by drunkenness before he was aware. (Gen. ix. 20,21.)

And it is “ written for our admonition, to remind us of

our frailty, and to alarm our caution and fear.” (1 Cor.
x. 12.) “He that receives that traitor within his
gtea, shall too late complnin of a surprisal.”—UDp.

[

Prov. ix. 9, 10; xv.
5; xvii. 10.
Job xxxiv. 31, 32.

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoezer is dec-

Prov. xxiii. 20—35;
xxxi. 4.

1Cor. v. 11 vi. 9,
1]

Eph. v. 18.
Rom. xiii. 13, 14.

Drunkenness is a
parent sin . . .. the
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Nabal, though very rich, was rendered contemptible
by his drunkenness. 1 Sam. xxv. 30.

Elah, king of Israel. 1 Kings xvi. 8—10.

Benhadad, king of Syria. 1 Kings xx. 16—21.

The drunkards of Ephraim. Fsa. xxviii. 7.

Belshazzar and his princes. Dan. v. Jer. }i. 39. 57.

Ninevel, assaulted unexpectedly by night and taken
by Arbaces the Mede, when their army was revelling
in drunkenuess, as foretold by Nahum. Nah. i. 10.

Herod Antipas, at a feast, condemned to be beheaded
that eminent servant of God, John the Baptist (Mark
vi. 22}]—27), whom he himself highly reverenced. Mark
vi. 20.

Probably Nadab and Abihu were betrayed into the
presumption of burning strange fire by intemperance
at the feast after the peace-offering; for immediately
after, and in consequence of tlicir fate, the Lord deli-
vers the injunctions againet the priests drinking wine
and strong drink when they approached the sanctuary.
Ler. x. 8,9. Dr. Grarss.

[Ch. xx. 8,

high way to hell.
If you would avoid
it, avoid those who

* commit It,and those

places where strong
drink is conve-
niently obtained,
Times of festivity
require a double
guard.

Ch. xx. 3. It is an honour for a man to cease from strife :

Abrabam, though the elder, waived his right of
choice for the sake of peace, and promptly removed
all occasion of strife. (Gen. xiilh. 7—9. See on Prov.
xvii. 14.) Observe also the honour God put upon him
after his disinterestedness. Gen. xiii. 14—17.

David took Abigail’s advice (1 Sam. xxv. 32—34),
and did not imagine that, because he had entered into
contention, a regard to lhis honour required him to
continue it. The wisdom that is from above. is easy to
be entreated. James iii. 17.

but crery fool will be meddling.

Tt was very foolish of Miriam to meddle with those
domestic concerns of her brother with which she had
nothing to do (Numb. xii.); and his conduct reflects
great honour upon him.

The Ephraimites meddled with Gideon (Judyg. viii.
1, &c.) and with Jephthah. Judg. xii. 1, &c. Prov.
xviii. G.

Amaziah, king of Judah, through pride rendered
deaf to caution, paid dearly for his meddling, being
put to the shame of having his capital taken; the
temple pillaged, and his own palace stripped of its
treasuves, 2 Kings xiv. 8.

A caution against intermeddling with other men’s
family concerns, especially with regard to their ser-
vants, is alluded to Proe. xxx. 10.

Judaizing tcachers, who came down from Judea to
Autioch, provoking an unprofitable controversy, and

Rom. xii. 18.
Matt. v.. 9. 39.
‘“Let it pass for a
kind of sheepish-
ness to be meek; It
is allikeness to Him
that was as a sheep
before the shearers,
not opening his
mouth (Isa- liii. 7);
it is a portion of
His spint.”"— 45p.
Leighton.

See on Prov, xvi.
a2.

Prov. xxvi. 17.

1 Thess. iv. 11.
Every man hath in
his owu life follies
enough, in  his
own mind troubles
enough, in the per-
formance of his
duties deficiencies
enough, — without
being curious about
the aflairs of others;
a_ disposition to
which generally in-
volves those in
strife who indulge
it. Inquisitive about
their neighbours’
errors they forget to
amend their own,
and thus show their
folly.



to xx. 9.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
intexfering with the ministry of Paul and Barnabas
among the Gentiles, Acts xv. 1, &e.

Those who endeavoured to undermine Paul’s autho-
rity with the Galatian Church. Gal.i. 6,7; ii. 4; vi.12.
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“The man who
combats himself

will be happier than
he who contends
with others.”

See on Prov. xvii
14; xxv. 8.

Ch. xx. 6. Most men will proclaim erery one his own goodness: but o

faithful man who can find 7

Absalom, the murderer of his brother, and plotting
treason against his father, yet boasted of his love of
justice. 2 Sam. xv. 4.

Jehu’s boast of bis zeal. (2 K'ings x. 16. 31.) True
obedience is ever joined with humility and fear of un-
known errors.—Bp. Hall. Ps.xix.12. Such a fear. in
Jehu would have discovered ta him how little cause he
had to boast.

The Scribes and Pharisees (Matz. vi. 2; xxiil. 5),
not considering that our sincerity is chiefly shown by
our attention to the unseen duties of religion.

The rich young man. Mat. xix. 20. 22.

The Church of Laodicea. Reo. iii. 17.

The readiness of the Israelites in the wilderness to
profess obedience to God’s covenant, but to which,
almost immediately after, they proved unfaithful, Exod.
xix. 8; xxiv. 3. 7; xxxii.

The boasting of Jerusalem in the time of Jeremiah
(Jer. ii. 23. 35), and yet scarcely one righteous person
in it. Jer. v. 1.

The Jews, as described by St. Paul. Rom. ii. 17—23.

The Gentile world. boasters, though filled with all
unrighteousness. (Rom. i.30.) So also throughout the
history of man for 4000 years, as recorded in the
Bible, how few in every age were faithful

The fidelity of the sacred writers in recording their
own sins, and seeking only God’s glory, not their own,
is a striking contrast to ordinary histories. Thus
Moses (FEaxod. iv. 24. Numb. xx. 1—12), Jonah (i, 3 ;
iv. 9), and Paul (1 Tim. i, 13), faithfully record their
sins. A prominency is often given to the transgres-
sions of those who are designed to make a principal
figure, and whose memories are most cherished by the
Jewish nation, as Abraham (Gen. xii. 11—13 ; xx.),
Isaac (Gen. xxvi. 7), Jacob (Gen. xxvii.), David (2 Sam.
xi.), Solomon. 1 Jings xi.

sin ?
Ezra did not say so. Ezra ix. 6
Nor Job. Job xlii. 5, G.
Nor the Psalmist. Ps, cxix. 176.
Nor Isaiah. Isa. vi. 5,
Nor Daniel. Dan, ix. 8,

G 4

Men readily boast
of what they will
do when not re-
quired to give, but
in time of trial few
are found as good
astheir word. Many
are forward to pro-
fess religion, but
few are indeed what
they seem and pro-
fess to be.

Promise cautionaly,
but when you have
promised, fulfil
scrupulously,
though it be to your
own hurt.

Ps. xv. 4.

Collect for Ash
WWednesday, show-
ing what ought to
be our view of our-
selves,

Luke xvii. 10.

If man is so little
to Dbe depended
upon, the following
references show
where ought to be
our trust,

Ps. cxlvi. 3—6

Jer. xvil. 5—7.

Sce on Prov, xxv,
14; xxvii, 2,

xx. 9. Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from m s

Eccles. vii. 20.
Rom. iii. 23.

Art. x. “The con-
dition of man nfrer
the fall of Adam,™
&e. Seealso Art. ix,
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Nor St. James, James iii. 2.

Nor St. John. 1 Jokn i. 8.

Nor St. Paul. (1 Tim.i. 15.) There are three trans-
gressions, say the Talmudists, from which a mau can
no day ever in this life be free: the thoughts of sin,
wanderings in prayer, and an evil tongue., Certainly
the due sight of these would abate much of these gay
thoughts that any can have of themselves, and from
the best and most sensible would draw out the Apos-
tle’s word, “ O wretched man that I am, who shall
deliver me,” &e. (Rom. vii, 24.) Abp. Leighton. And
as the Epistles to Timothy and to the Romans were
written by Paul many years nfter he had become a
Cliristian, and had been growing in grace and in the
knowledge of his Lord and Saviour (4ets xxiv. 16.
PRil. iii. 13), it confirms the remark of Bishop Hall,
that the more holy any man is, the more sensible he is
of his unholiness.

Ch. xx.12. The hearing ear, and the secing eye, the
eten both of them. (Explained p. 49.)

God reminded Moses of this, to encourage him in
the arduous duty to which He had called him. Ezod.
iv. 11.

The Psalmist allndes to it, to impress on us that
nothing can escape God’s notice. Ps. xciv. 9.

God enabled Hagar to see the well (Gen. xxi. 19);

Elisha’s servant to see the chariots (2 Kings vi. 17);

Lydia’s heart to attend to the things which were
spoken of Paul (Acts xvi. 14);

Paul to see the glory of Christ. 2 Cor.iv. 6. Adcts
ix. 8. 17, 18.

[Ch. xx, 12,

¢“...and this In-
fectfon of nature
doth remain,” &e.
¢ If we did consider
the purlty of the
law of God and tho
{mpurity of our own
hearts, the conti-
nual risings of sin-
ful concupiscences
within us that stain
us and all our ac-
tions, thia would
lay us a great deal
lower in our own
opinion than we
usually are. The
Jaw is spiritual, but
I am camal, sold
under sin, says the
Apostle.”” — A4bp.
Leighton.

General confession
in the Communion
Service.

Lord hath made

Ps.c.3; cxxxix, 14;
cxix. 18.
1 Kings viil. 57, 58.

xX. 15, There is gold, and a multitude of rubies : but the lips of knotledye

are a precious jewel.

Solomon made silver and gold at Jerusalem as plen-
teous as stones (2 Chron. i. 15); but that he was in-
structed in the knowledge of God (1 Kings iii. 11—13),
and directed others to the worship of God (1 Kings
viii. 22, &c.), constituted the glory of his reign.

Egypt was, as described by Herodotus, *a land of
marvels ; Babylon was one of the wonders of the
world ; Athens was the repository of the fine arts;
but amid all this magnificence, how ignorant were they
of the true God! and how desiitute of those from
whose lips they could learn that inestimable know-
ledge !

The value of that truc knowledge of God and of
eternal lifc revealed in the Gospel, is referred to in the
following passages, Luke ii. 14; iv. 10,19 ; Ac!s xxvi,

Prov. 1. 7; ill. 13—
18; viil. 1L

Jer. ix. 23, 24,

1 Cor. ii. 2.

Rom. i. J6.

John xvii. .

Isa. lii. 7.

Sound knowledge
generally, and the
gift of eloquence to
diffuse its advan-
1age to others, as it
is more scarce, so is
it greatly superior
to mere wealth ; but
hew much more
spiritual knowledge
and a heart tauglt



to xx. 23.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
17,18; and its present effects illustrated, Aets ii. 41—
47 ; xvi. 27—34; 1 Cor. vi. 11. 1 Thess. i. 9, 10.

Paul’s estimate of the knowledge of Christ (Phil. iii.
8), and of the privilege of being permitted to impart
that knowledge to others (1 Tim. i. 11, 12), to testify
the Gospel of the grace of God. Acts xx. 24.

Ch. xx. 22. Say not thou, I 10ill recompense evil ; but
and he shall save thee.

Moses’ readiness to intercede for Pharaoh. Ezod.
viii. 8—12; ix. 28,29 ; x. 17, I8.

The Lord’s vindication of Moses, when accused by
his brother and sister (Numb. xii. 5, &e.), showing
that he most effectually revenges injuries, who leaves
all his injuries to be avenged of God.

Samuel never ceased to pray (1 Sam. xii. 23) for
those who had rejected him. 1 Sam. viii. 19. Rom.
xii. 21.

David’s establishment on the throne of Israel arose,
not from his destruction of his enemies, but from their
destruction of each other. “In a war of five years’
continuance, which followed upon Saul’s death, David
never once lifted up his sword against a subject ; and
at the end of it he punished no rebel ; he remembered
no offence but the murder of his rival. 2 Sam, iv. 9—
12. Prov. xx. 28.

Though the Jews had been appointed by God to
be in many instances the executioners of his justice in
the punishment of the wicked (Deut. ix. 4. Ler. xviii.
25), they were particularly forbidden by the Mosaic
law to indulge personal enmities. They were not to
abhor even an Egyptian, though the most cruel of
their oppressurs (Deut. xxiii. 7), and were commanded
to pray for their Babylonian conquerors. Jer. xxix. 7.

Our blessed Lord, especially ns illustrated by his
apprehension (Matt. xxvi. 652—54. Jokn xviii. 11), by
his trial (Matt. xxvii. 12. lsa. liii. 7), and by his cru-
cifixion, Luke xxiii. 33, 34. 1 Pet, ii, 23.

5
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by the IHoly Spirit
to express that
which promotes the
glory of God and
the salvation of
those around us.

wait on the Lord,

Prov. xix. I1.
1 Pet. ii. 21; iii. 9.

It coats more to rc-
venge injurivs thar
to bear them,

“He that studieth
revenge, keepeth
his wounds open.”
—Bacon.

Porgiveness is he
best revenge of an
affront.

If there is any per-
son you particularly
dislike, pray for that
person every time
you think of him,

Litany: “That f{t
may please thee to-
forgive our ene-
mies, persecutors,
and slanderers, and
to turn their
hearts.”

See on Prov. xxiv.
17; xxv. 21.

xx. 23, Divers tweights are an abomination unto the Lord ; and a false

balance is not good. (Explained p. 49.)

Judah and Igrael are charged with this sin by the
prophets Hosea (Zlos. xii. 7), Amos (Amos viii. 4, 5),
and Micah. Micak vi. 10,

Moses’ direction to the Israelites (Deut. xxv. 13—
16), and our Lord’s golden rule. Matt. vii. 12.

God’s charge to the princes of Israel in Ezek. xlv.
10—12.

G5

Prov. xi. 1; xx. 10.
M. 17; xvi. 11,

Mical vi. 8.
Luke xvi. 10,
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[Ch. xx. 24,

Ch. xx. 24, AMan’s goings are of the Lord.; how can a man then under-

stand his own way?

Rebekah meeting Abraham’s servaut at the well,
shows that God’s providence extends over the smallest
cvents, and the exact times of their occurrence. Gen.
xxiv, 12—15.

Esau was little aware of the influence by which the
enmity of his heart was turned away from his brother
Jacob. Gen. xxxiil 4 ; xxxii. 28.

Joseph (Gen. 1. 20. Ps. ev.17), in whose history are
many remarkable illustrations of this proverb ; as for
instance, the Midianites appearing just at the eritical
moment when Joseph’s brethren had determined a far
different fate for him (Gen. xxxvii, 25), the thought sug-
gested to Judah to sell him (verse 27); and his pur-
chasers taking him, not to theirown country, but to
Egypt; and there an officer of the king buying Joseph
(verse 36), nnconsciously fitting him for higher com-
mand, by making him overseer of his house (Gen. xxxix.
4—0G); then sending him to prisom, where he became
acquainted with Pharaol’s chief butler (Gen. xl. 1), are
all illustrations of the way m which God secretly directs
the steps, and controls the purposes and feelings of
men, unknown to themselves, to produce results of
which they have no idea. Sec on Prov. xxv. 2.

Ahasuerus. See on Proc. xxi. 1.

Acts xvii. 28.
Prov, iii. 5, 0; xvL

P;u.‘xxv. 4; cxlx.
133.°

Collects for 8th and
gth Sundays after
Trinity.

On how many little
incidents, of which
the parties at the
time think nothing,
do some of the
greatest events of
their lives depend.

God, who appoints
the end, appoints
also all the means
which lead to it.

See on Prov. xvi. 9.

xx. 26. A wise king scattoreth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel ozer

them. (Explained p. 30.)

David’s punishment of the Amalekite (2 Sam. i, 2—
16), and of Rechab and Baansh. 2 Sam. iv. 5—12.

Solomon’s punishment of Adonijah, Joab,and Shimei.
1 Kings ii. 24. 28—34. 39—46. Prov. xvii. J1.

Amaziah acted wisely in punishing Jozachar and
Jehozabad, who had murdered his father. 2 Iings xii.
21. 2 Chron. xxv. 3, 4.

Asa removed his-mother from heing queen because
of her idolatry. 2 Chron. xv. 18. Sec or Prov. xxv. 4,5.

Nehemiab chased one of the sons of Joiada, the son
of the high priest, from him, depriving him of all the
privileges of the priesthood, on account of his ungodly
marriage. See Poole. Nek. xiii, 28. See alse verses
15—21, his decision respecting sabbath-brenkers.

Parable of the ten pounds. Luke xix. 27.

xx. 27.  The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord,
inicard parts of the belly (i. e. his most secret thoughts).

Such is the force of conscience, that Joseph’s bre-
thren, more than twenty years after the commission of
their sin, were convicted of it by their own consciences.
Gen. xlii. 21 5 xliv. 16.

Pharaoh, Erod. ix. 27 ; x. 17.

Prov. xx. 8

Rom. xiii. 1—4.
Ps. ii. 11, 12.

2 Thess. i. 8. ~
 National happi-
ness must be pro-
duced through the
influence of rell-
glous lawe ' —Sou-
they.

He hurts the good
who spares the bad.
Prayer for the
Church Militant:
“And grant all are
put in authority ..
minister justice to
the punishment of
wickedness,” &ec.

searching all the

“ Nothing doth so

powerfully call
lome the con-
science as afflic-

tion ; neither needs
tlhiere any other art



to xxi. 1.] SCLIPTURE EXAMPLES.

Adonibezek. Judy. i. 7.
Saul. 1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 17 ; xxvi. 21.
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of memory for sin
besides misery.”—

Nehemiah penetrated into Sanballat’s secret designs, 5, 724/t .
80 08 not to be deceived by them. Vek. vi. 1—4. See Bom. ii. 15.

Bp, Patrick.

The assembled multitude on Mount Carmel ; convic-
tion of guilt stopped their mouths, when Elijah, though
alone, charged them with sin, 1 Kings xviiL 2],

Herod’s remark concerning the resurrection of John
the Baptist (Mark vi. 16), though he was (as Josephus
relates) a Sadducee. (Matt. xxii. 23.) This is a strik-
ing instance of the power of conscience overcoming,
against a man’s own will, the sophistries of infidelity.

The traitor Judas, at the very moment of his suc-
cess. Matt. xxvii, 4, 5. Job xx. 15.

Heb. iv. 12, 13.
2 Cor. xiii. 5.

DBy the help of rea-
son we can judge of
other men, by that
of conscience, oul-
selves.

Collect for 5th Sun-
day after Easter.

Ch. xx. 30. The blueness of a wound cleanseth away evil : so do stripes the

inward parts of the belly.

This probably refers to the benefit of severe correc-
tion in reclaiming the sinner, of which the following
are instances :—

Manasgseh, the wicked son of pious Hezekiah. (2 Ckron.
xxxiii. 12, 13.) God heals us by affliction when we
are wounded by sin.

The Jews, by their severe captivity in Babylon.
Compare their state of mind before their captivity
5\2' Chron. xxxvi. 14—16) and after it. (Ezra ix. 4.

eh. viii. 18 ; ix.) It is evident that nothing short of
so sharp and grievous a remedy would have effected
their cure. Some are like metals, whijch nothing but
a fierce fire can purge. Mdl. iii. 2, 3.

Proud Nebuchadnezzar’s. humility after his awful b

punishment. (Dan. iv. 3¢—37.) By publie proclama-
tion he confessed his guilt, and praised God for his
chastisement.

The prodigal son. Luke xv. 16—20

Prov. xxil. 15;
xxvi. 3.
Heb. xil. 6—10.

Job xxxiv, 31, 32.
Afflictions often
come to remind us
of neglected duties,

By affliction God
separates the soul
He loves from the
sin He hates.

Adversity kills
those corruptions
which  prosperity
red.

xxi. 1. The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water:

he turneth it, whithersoever he will. (Explained p. 31.)

The obedicnce of Ahab to Elijah, on whose destruc-
tion hic had been so intent. (1 Kings xviii. 10.) Elijah
was, humanly speaking, in his power ; but instead of
destroying him, Ahab suffered Elijah to destroy four
hundred of his prophets. 1 Kings xviii. 40,

Scunacherib, the rod of God’s anger, and the staff
in his hand. Isa. x. 5—7.

Nebuchadnezzar’s ambition was overruled to punish
Tyre (I=ck. xxix, 18, &e.), Egypt (Jer. xliii. 10—12),
and the Jews. (Jer. xxxii. 28, 2 Ifings xxiv. 3.) It
would have been much more to Nebuchadnezzar’s
worldly advantage to have cultivated the land of Judah,
as the kings of Assyria did with Samaria, when they
took the ten tribes captive; but in leaving Judah de-

G 6

‘' They that godown
to the sea in ships,
and occupy by the
great waters, they
see the works of the
Lord and his won-
ders in the deep,
for God is marvel-
lous in the surges
and tempests of tho
sca; He is mar-
vellous in the lic-
mament of heaven,
but much more
marvellous is Ho
in the surges and
stormy tempests of
his Church. Herc
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solate for seventy years, we see how God overruled the
counsels and decrees of this rapacious conqueror, thus
to sacrifice his worldly interest, to fulfil, without intend-
ing it, the word of God as spoken by Moses (Lee. xxvi.
34) and Jeremiah. Jer. xxv. 9—11 with 2 Chron.
xxxvi. 21,

Cyrus, without his knowing it, was an instrument bf
God’s providence in the capture of Babylon; and also
in showing so much kindness to so hated and despised
a people as the Jews were, though himself a heathen.
Tea. xlv. 5. Ezrai. 1.

Darius, king of Persia (but also called king of As-
sxri;5 as having conquered those countries). Ezra
vi. 24,

Artaxerxes (Ezra vii. 27) aiding in the accomplish-
ment of Jeremiah’s prophiecy of the return of the Jows
(Jer. xxv. 11, 12), conveyed riches and plenty to the
people of God, desolated by their captivity in Babylon.
Who could have looked for such an edict from a Per-
sian. No Solomon, no David could have said more.—
Bp. Hall.

Ahasuerus : (1.) His forgetfulness to reward Mor-
decai when he discovered the plot. (2.) His sleep
fleeing from him on that night (Esth. vi. 1) on the
morrow of which Mordecai’s destruction was deter-
mined, and its issue in Mordecai’s honour (Estk. vi. 4),
by a series of events apparently the most accidental.
(Esth.vi. 1—6.) (3.) Also the disposition of Ahasuerus
to listen to Esther. (4.) His sudden disgust with his
favourite Haman. (Esth. vii.) These circumstances
all combining for the preservation of the Church of
God, threatened with utter extermination, remarkably
illustrate God’s providence, and the control of the
king’s heart to effect it. Ahasuerus was one of the
most capricious of mep.

The decree of Augustus, without any intention on
his part, caused the fulfilment of Micah’s prophecy
(Mic. v. 2), by bringing Mary to Bethlehem, Luke ii.
1-7.

[Ch, xxi, 2,

may we Lehold the
work of his hands.
This is the shop of
hls power, of his
wisdom, of his light
and truth,and right-
eousness, and pa-
tience, and mercy.
Here may we sce
the children of light
and the children
of darkness; the
vessels of honour
and the vessels of
shame; the assauits
of falsehood and the
glory and victory of
truth.”—Bp.J ewell.

This proverb
strongly implies the
importance of pray-
er for those in au-
thority, a duty often
enforced in Serip-
ture, and in the ser-
vices of the Church.

1 Tim. i. 1, 2
Communion  Ser-

vice: 2und Collect
for the Queen.

CT. xxi. 2. Erery way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the Lord

pondereth the hearts.

Micah thought himsell right, though tempting a
Levite to the twofold crime of acting as a priest
(Numb. xvi. 40) and committing idolatry. (Judg. xvii.
13.) Good intentions, when men pay no attention to
God’s word, may prove a dangerous source of self-
deeeption and of sin.

Saul’s confidence that he had obeyed the voice of
the Lord (1 Sam. xv. 13—20), and that a regard to
relizion had heen khown, by reserving the best of the
spoil for saerifice (1 Sam. xv. 21), when God, who pon-
dereth the heart, charges bim with pride (1 Sam. xv.

1 Sam. ii. 3.
Lam. iii. 10.

¢“Every man may
take it for granted
that he has a great
deal of self-par-
tlalily, till from the
strictest observa-
tion upen himsclf
le finds particular
reason to think
otherwise.,” -— Bp.
Butlicr. The heart



to xxi. 7.] SCRIFTURE EXAMPLES.

17), covetousness (1 Sam. xv. 19), rebellion and stub-
bornness (1 Sz, xv, 23), and the rejection of his word.
1 Sain. xv. 26.

David, during the nine months which were occupied
in executing the vain-glorivus command to number the
people, seems not to have had any misgivings as to its
sinfulness, though Joib had remonstrated with him on
the subject. (2. Sam. xxiv. 1 Chron. xxi.) God’s punish-
meut of him for such an act, which many might not
consider any sin, is a remarkable instance of his notice
of our motives, that He pondereth the heart. God, in
that which is done, respecteth the mind and intention
of the doer.— Hooker.

Judah, in the time of Jeremiah, insisting upon their
innocence, but reproved by God for courting the alli-
ance of foreign idolaters, and thus implying their dis-
trust'of God’s protection. Jer. ii. 35, 36.

The rich young man supposed, from his ignorance
of the spirituality of God’s law, that he had kept all
God's commandments. Mark x. 20—23.

James and John, in desiring to call down fire from
heaven. Luke ix. 54—56.

The Jews alluded to by St. Paul. (Rom. ii. 17—23.)
Many condemn the sin they themselves live in. 2 Sam.
xii, 5—7.

The Corinthian Church, while tolerating a grievous
sin, were yet puffed up. 1 Cor. v. 2—6.

The Galatian Church imagined they were attaining
to perfection by subjection to the Mosaie law (Gal. iii.
3), while, by so doing, they were rendering Christ of
none effect to them. Gal. v. 4.
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being described by
God as deceitful
above all things.
Jer. xvii. 9.

‘“All true remedy
must begin at the
heart. The weighis
and wheels are
there, and the clock
strikes according to
their motinn.” —
Abp. Leighton.

Communion  Ber-
vice. ‘The Collect:
*“Almighty God,un-
to whom all hearts
be open,” &e.

See on Prov. xiv.
12; xvi. 2.

Ch. xxi. 3. To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the Lord

than sacrifice.

Saul. 1 Sam. xiii, 10—13; xv. 22.

Israel, in the time of Amos. 4mos v, 21—24,

Judah, in the time of Isaiah. Isa. i, 11—17.

God’s command to the Israelites when He brought
them out of the land of Egypt. Jer. vii. 22, 23,

The Pharisees. Aatt. ix. 13.

The Scribe who came to our Lord (Mark xii. 33),
saw the force of the truth implied in this proverb,

Matt. vii. 12.
Miceh vi. 6—8.
Ps. li. 10. 16, 17.

He who prays as he
ought, will endea-
vour to live as he
prays.

See on Prov. xv. 8.

xxi. 7. The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them ; becausc they refuse to

do judgment.

The princes of Judal, in the time of Isaiah, taking
bribes to pervert justice, were threatened with God’s
vengeance. Jsa, i, 23, 24,

The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah, stole and
practised other gross sins, and yet attended at the
temple, as though they could make amends to Gud for
their sins hy the discharge of such duties; but God
threatened to cast them out of his sight. Jer, vii. 9—
11, 15.

Prov. xxviii. 24,

A largain {s some-
times as vnmereiful
as a robbery.

Prov. xx. I+

Lev. xix. 11.

1 Thess. iv. 6.

Catechism: " Duty
towards my ncigh-



158 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS DY

The heads of the house of Jacob, and the princes of
the house of Isracl, as referred to by Mical, in a pro-
phecy of their destruction Ly the Romans, literally
fulfilled, the ground being then plowed up where the
temple had stood. Mie. iil. 9—12 %,

Ch. xxi. 8. Ths way of man is froward and strange :

The perverseness of the Babel builders, scarcely 100
years after the flood, themselves the descendants of
holy Noah, and so acting in his lifetime. Gen. xi.

One remarkable illustration of this, that man by
nature is alienated from God and goodness, is the little
effect of the most astonishing miracles in persuading
men to obey and love God. Ifor instance :

The plagues of Egypt hardened Pharaoh’s heart;
and lie seems to have been more emboldened. to sin by
those miracles of mercy which removed the plagues
(Ezod. ix. 34), than by those of judgment which in-
flicted them. Ezod. ix. 27. )

The miracles witnessed by the Israelites in the wil-
derness, during a period of forty years (Ps. cvi. 7—22),
and the testimony of Moses to their wickedness at the
close of his ministry. Deut. ix. 7 ; xxxi. 27.

Elisha’s many miracles (2 Kings ii.—vi.) produced
no amendment on the character either of the people or
their kings ; and in less than 100 years, their iniquity
was their ruin (2 Kings xvii. 5—18), and they were
spared thus long only through God’s compassion and
respect to his covenant with Abraham. 2 Kings xiii. 28,

The miracles of our Lord in less than three years
were more in number than those which had been
wrought by all before him in 4000 years (Jokn xx. 30;
xxi. 25) ; but he was rejected, despised, murdered by
the people among whom he wrought them, Among
the most astonishing of his. miracles was the raising of
Lazarus ; but the effect on the chief priests was, that
they consulted how they might put Lazarus also to
death. Jokn xii. 10,

Jehu affected great zeal for the Lord (2 Kings x.
16), but his heart not being right with God, his con-
duct was marked by gross inconsistency : thus, though
destroying the worship of Baal (2 Kings x, 18—28),
lie maintained the two calves of Dan and DBethel.
(2 Kings x. 29.) We must not judge of ourselves by
what we sometimes say and do, but by the general dis-
position and tendency of the heart and affections.—Bp.
Horne. Words tell what we proless, decds what we
are. Observe also Jehu’s deceit in destroying the
prophets of Baal (2 Ifings x. 18, 19), forgetting that

[Ch, xxi, 8,

Lour,” “tokeep my
hands from picking
and stealing,” &c.
Luke vi, 31.

Gen. Vi. 5.
Job xv. 14—16.
Eccles. vil. 29; ix.

3.

Eph. 1i. 2, 3.

Tit. iii. 3.

Article ix. Of ori-
ginal ar birth sin.
Art. x. On free
will.

The clue to the
knowledge of map,
to the reason of the
perverseness, the
strange contrarie-
ties and incon-
sistencies of his
way, is that human
nature is depraved
and fallen from
God: “the compli:
cated knot of his
condition, has its
mysterious folds in
this abyss.” — Sece
Puascal.

‘‘ Human nature is
like a bad clock. It
may go right now
and then, or be
made to strike the
hour, but its inward
frame is to go
wrong.”

““That on.y s Chris-
tian practice which
flows from Chris-
tian principles, and
none else will be
admitted as such
by Him who will be
obeyed and wor-
shipped in spirlt
and in truth.” —
Wilberforee.

O Lord, my God,
iy soul is in ruing,
do thourepair it; to
whom shall I ery
but to thee.— St

* Terentius Rufus, left by Titus to command the army, tore up with a ploughshare

the foundation of the Temple.
—Sec Bp. Purteus.

Lusebius mentions that he saw it thus lying in ruins.



to xxi. 13.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

“we must never do any thing for religion which is
against religion” (Tillotson) ; that we must not do evil
that good may come.

Herod did many things, and heard John gladly.
(Mark vi. 20.) He had so much religion as to make
scruple of an oath, though not of a murder. So self-
deceived is the heart of man, that while he gives him-
self over to some sins he stops at others less flagrant.

The multijtude had been very attentive to hear our
Lord (Luke xix. 48), and had welcomed him with en-
thusiasm into Jerusalemr ; but their hosannas not
arising from a heart under the influence of right prin-
ciples (Matt. xxi. 8, 9), were in less than a week ex-
changed for the no less vehement cry of  Crucify him !
Crucify him !” Luke xxiii. 18—23.

The Lycaonians’ conduct to Paul. Aets xiv. 11,18, 19.

but as for the pure, his work is right. (Explained p. 50.)

Moses acting from pure inotives and principles, his
conduct was consistent (Heb, iii. 2), and presents a
striking contrast to the Israelites, whose professions of
obedience (Erod. xix. 8 ; xxiv. 3. 7) were so soon fol-
lowed by rebellion, and that even at the foot of Mount
Sinai. Frod. xxxii.

Dauiel stood the serutiny of his bitterest enemies
(Dan. vi. 4), and was, through a long life (reaching to
ninety years), an eminent example of holiness (Dan.
xii. 13), a just man, walking in his integrity. Proz.
xx. 7.

Nebuchadnezzar’s way, on the contrary, was froward
and strange. After a solemn declaration that God
was the God of gods (Dan. ii. 47), he set up an idol in
the plain of Dura, threatening to destroy all who would
not worship it. The -astonishing miracle which he saw
in the fiery furnace (Dan. iii. 25), though it produced
a great impression on him at the time, offered no effec-
tunl check to his pride, though distinctly warned of its
consequences. Daxn. iv. 27. 30.

Deter contrasted with Simon Magus. Aets viii. 13.
19—21.

Cl. xxi. 13.
cry himself, but shall not be keard.

The Jews in the time of Zechariah (Zech. vii. 9—14),
and in the time of Jeremiah. (Jer. xxxiv. 15—22.)
The awful pubishment threatened to Zedekinh, the
princes, and the people. Under alarm of invasion from
Nebuchadnezzar, they entered into solemn covenant to
set their slaves frec ; but when the immediate danger
was passcd, by Nebuchadnezzar raising the siege of
Jerusalem, in consequence of Pharaoh, king of Egypt,
comiug to its assistance, the Jews brought their bre-
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Augustin’s Con-
fessions, in whose
early history, as
there exhibited, is 2
remarkable illustra-
tion of the trnth
contained in this
proverb.

General Confession.
Collect for 4th Sun-
day after Easter.

Luke vi. 43—45.
Acts xv. 9.

Tit. ii. 14.

1 Pet. i. 22, 23.

A true Christian
will be guided by
the strictest rules
of hanour and ho-
nesty in all his in-
tercourse with bhis
fellow  creatures,
avoiding all equivo-
cation, craft, and
imposition, how-
ever profitable, or
sanctioned by cus-
tom.

Collect for 1st Sun-
day after Easter,
and 19th Sunday
after Trinity.

Whoso stoppeth his ears at the ory of the poor, ke also shall

Deut. xv. 7—I35.
James ii. 13.
Matt. xxv. 41—45.
Prov. xix. 17.

If the cries of the
poor are not heard
by us, they will be
lieard against us.
Exod. xxii. 23.
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thren again under an oppressive subjection. Jer. xxxiv.,
10, 11.

Parable of the unmerciful servant.
30—34.

The rich man. ZLuwke xvi. 19—21. 24, 25. Proe.

xxix. 7.

Matt. xviil, .

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch, xxi. 16,

CL. xxi. 16. The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding
shall reinain in the congregation of the dead. (Explained p. 50.)

Saul trifled with the authority of God’s word at
Gilgal (1 Sam. xiii. 13 ; see also 1 Sam. xv. 11), and
never after recovered his steps. He ended a wretched
life by a yet more wretched death (1 Sam. xxxi. 4),
which consigned him to everlasting woe.

Alhithophel’s apostacy (Ps. Iv. 14) and self-destruc-
tion. 2 Sam. xvii. 23. Job xx. 4—8.

Judas sinned wilfully after he bad received a know-
ledge of the truth (Heb. x. 26); an apostle (Luke vi.
16), a devil (Jokn vi. 70), the son of perdition (Jokn
xvii. 12); a preacher to others (d4ets i. 17. Matt. x.
4, 5), himself a castaway. 4cts i. 25.

Jchoram, wandering from the precepts and example
of his pious father Jehoshaphat, lived a wicked life,
and came to a miserable end. 2 Chron. xxi.

Jehoahaz, Jeboiakim, Zedekial, the sons of pious
Josiah, and the people gencrally, after his death,
wandering from God, destruction soon overtook then.
Zeph. i. 6. Jer. xiv. 10, &e.; xxii. 8, 9.

The licentious. Proo. ii. 19.

The drunkard, tied and bound by the chain of his &

sins. Pror. xxiii. 35. See on Prov. xxvi. 11.

The false teachers under the Gospel, and those who
followed them. 2 Pet. ii. 1—3. 17—21. Jude 12, 13.
Phd. iii. 17—19.

Hymenzus and Alexander, who made shipwreck of
faith, not by renouncing Christianity, but by maintain-
ing such doctrines as overthrew the faith, 1 Tim. i. 20.
2 Tim. ii. 18.

Ps. cxxv. 5.

Ezek. xviii. 20. 24.
1 John ii. 19.

1 Cor. xv. 33.

Ps. cxix. 10.

Ezxod. xx. 8. ‘ Re-
member that thou
keep holy the Sab-
bath day;” as the
first step towards
apostacy is gene-
rally Sabbath-break-
ing.

The Sabbath is a
hedge and fence to
all religion. If that
be broken down,
there will enter all
disorders ol life to
which men are
prone.

Litany : “ Prom for-
nication, &e., all
other deadly sin,”
c.

See on Prov. xiii.
20.

xxi. 17. He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth

wine and oil shall not be rich. (Explained p. 32.)

Samson. Judyg. xvi, 1—21.

Tlie carcless daughters of Judal, lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of God. Isa. xxxii. 9—11.

Babylon, besotted with present enjoyment, and ut-
terly thoughtless as to the future. Jsa. xlvii. 8,9,

Nineveli, notovious even in profane history * for its
carcless merriment and licentious dissipation, was
brought to ruin by it. Zeph. ii. 15.

Prov. xxt. 20; xxlil.
21; xxviil. 19,
‘ Economy {8
come.”

Be not made a beg-
gar by banqueling

in

upon  borrowing,
when thou hast
nothing in thy

purse, for thou shalt

* «“DBetter than merry Nineveh,” is recorded by Diodorus Siculus, as a common

proverbial comparison,—Bp. Gray.
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The prodigal son. Luke xv. 13—16. Proc. xiii. 25. lle in wait for thy
The rich man in the parable, loving pleasure and life and bo talked
neglecting God, wanted at Jast a drop of water to cool Egclus. xviii, 23.
his tongue. Luke xvi. 2:11. 1t 4 {.\#e xxi.G:M.
The prosperity attending self-denying industry, vigi- im. v. 6.
lant eclono:ll:y, z{nd nttent%on to household duties,g;s Eccles. xL 9.
beautifully exhibited Prov. xxxi. 13—30, and may be
contrasted with the foolish woman who plucks down
her house (Proo. xiv. 1), bringing her husband to
poverty by improvidence, expensive habits, love of
dress, vain company, &c.

Ch. xxi. 18. The wicked shall be a r Jor the riglteous, and the
transgressor for the upright.

Achan for the Israelites. Josh. vii, 4, 5. 10—26, The following re-
—Poole. ferences suggest a

ki 5
The Lord ransomed his Church by desolating Egypt ;:x; l]i?ig. ::";Erm

{Ezod. xii. 29, &e. Isa. xliii. 3, 4), and slew Sennache- 2 Cor. y. 2I.
rib’s army to ransom Hezekiah and Jerusalem, 2 Kings ! Pet. iii. 18.

xix. 34, 35.—Scott. See on Prov. xi. 8.
xxi. 21. He that followeth after righteousness and mercy, findeth life,
¥ '] ht 'y a,“i k .

Abraham followed after righteousness (Gen. xii. 4 ; Ps. exii. 1-3.
xxii. 3. 10) and mercy (Gen. xiv. 14 ; xviii. 23—32), Frov- xxii .
and found life (Gen. xxv. 7, 8), rightcousness (Gen. Mate. v. 6.
xv. 6; Rom. iv. 3), and honour (Gen. xxii. 17, 18), 1 Tim.iv. 8.
being respected by bhis fellow-creatures (Gen. xiv. 18, 2Fet. L. 5 11.
19 ; xxiii. 5, 6), and distinguished as the friend of 5 ih:Itl'r«)ll?éws the
God (2 Chron. xx. 7; Isa. xli. 8; James ii. 23), and Lord fully, will ind
father of all those that believe (Rom. iv. 11). His de- goodnessand mercy
scendants in the time of Paul followed after righteous- g:llll:mng him con-
ness, and found it not, becnuse they sought it not by ps, ,xi’;i. 6.

faith. Rom. ix. 31 32. Collect for 14th Sun-
day after Trinity.

xxi. 22. A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth down the
strength of the confidence thereof.

Joshua’s stratagem against Ai. (Josh. viii. 4—8.) Ecelea. vii. 19; ix.
He showed also his wisdom in taking Jericho by his .]l‘t‘)b_)l&vi'

. . . < . f ii. 28,
faith and obedience, in following God’s directions, ', by i
Josh, vi. 3, &e. Heb. xi. 30, genuity, prudence,

The woman, at whose suggestion Abel was saved circnmspection and
ond Sheba’s rebellion crushed. (2 Sam. xx, 16—22,) Derseverance, may
Wisdorn is better than weapons of war. Fecles. ix. 18. oymount thegreat-

The means by which Paul overthrew heathenism ot gee on Prov. xxiv
Corinth. 1 Cor. ii. 1—7. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Zech. iv. G. 5. ’ ’

xxi. 27.  The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination, koo much more when
lie bringeth it with a wicked mind.

Abealom’s vow to God, a cloak for his rebellion Ps.iv.4,5.
against his father. 2 Sam. xv. 7—13. Dissernbled  holi-
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Jeroboam’s worship (1 Kings xii 20—33; xiii. 1
—3. 34); wherein his heart devised wicked imagi-
nations. Prowm vi. 13.

Jezebel’s fast, in order to murder Naboth. 1 Kings
xxi. 9. 12. Pros. xix. 28.

The Pharisces’ prayers, that they might the more
effectually gratify their eovetousness. Mats. xxiii. 14.

Ch. xxi. 28. A false witness shall perish :

Pashur the priest, the chief governor of the house
of the Lord, who prophesied in opposition to Jere-
miah, not that which he had heard from God, but that
whieh he had devised in his own heart. Jer. xx. 4—6.
See also xiv. 13. 15.

7Hana.nia.h the son of Azur. Jer. xxviii. 1—4 10—
17.
The false prophets Ahab and Zedekiah ; the king of
Babylon roasting them in the fire. Jer. xxix. 21, &c.

Shemaiah, who bronght destiuction on his family as
well as on himself, Jer, xxix, 31, 32.

Amaziah the chief priest or president over the

idolatrous worship at Bethel, in the time of Jeroboam.

the Second, and the false accuser of the prophet Amos,
Amos vii. 10—17.

but the man that heareh speaketh constantly.

The undeviating, consistent, and undaunted tes-
timony of the Apostles to the resurrection of our
Lord ; because they spoke not of their own invention,
and from worldly motives, but that which they had
seen and heard, though in so doing they sacrificed
every worldly hope. Peter, immediately after the

resurrection (Acts ii. 24; iii. 15), and thirty years-

after (1 Pet. i. 3), though knowing that such testimony
would bring him to an agonizing death. (Jokn xxi. 18,
19.) John, in his gospel (John xx. xxi.), and in his
first epistle (1 Jokn i. 1), and in the Book of the Re-
velation, chap. i. 11. Paul, to the Corinthians (I Cor.
xv. 5—8) ; and just before his martyrdom to Timothy.
2 Tim. 1. 10—13; ii. 8.

xxi. 20. A4 wicked man hardeneth his face.

Cain, notwithstanding God’s gracious expostulation
with him. Gen. iv. 6, 7.

Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the door
of their tent, as if in defiance of God and his ministers,
at the moment when his wrath was ready to burst
upon them. Numb. xvi. 27, Job xv. 25, 26. The worst
kind of men are those who do not carc when men
see them do wrong.

The Israeclites in the wilderness, when in want of
water (Nwmb, xx. 3), their language was more re-

[Ch. xxi. 28,

neas Is double inf-
quity.

See on Prov. xv. 8.
29; xxviii. 9.

The Ninth
mandment.
Ps. cxix. 20. 163,

Com-

The essence of a lie
is the intention to
deceive.

Bee on Prov. xii.
19; xiii. 5.

Eph. iv. 25; vl 13,
14.

¢ Hear before you
speak, and witness
to nothing but what
you have heard and
seen and know to
be true. It is more
from carelessness
about truth than
from intentional ly-
ing that there is so
much falsehood in
the world.” — Dr.
Joknson.

Eeccles. viii, 11.
Prov. xxix. 1.
Heb. iii. 12, 13.

As no one becomes
suddenly hardened
in wickedness, how
careful should we
be to avoid the first
steps to it; disre-
gard of warnings,
neglect of private
prayer, profanation
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bellious, and sin greater, than that of their parents
under the same circumstances (ffzod. xvii. 3), because
they had had so many more warnings,

The Egyptians, as alluded to by tho priests of the
Philistines. 1 Sam. vi. 6.

Jderoboam, the son of Nebat, though so solemnly
warned by what had happened to himself and the
prophet of Judah. 1 Kings xiii. 4. 24, 33,

Ahazial’s (king of Israel) hardenmed impenitence,
even on his deathi-bed. 2 Kings i. 4, &c.

Amon. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 21—23.

Zedekiah (2 Ckron. xxxvi. 12, 13) and Jehoiakim
(Jer. xxxvi, 23), sons of pious Josish.

The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah (Jer.v. 2,3;
vili. 12 ; xliv. 16, 17) ; and at Eplhesus, in the time of
Paul. Aots xix. 9.

Judas, notwithstanding the peculiarly solemn and
pointed warnings our Lord gave him, and his own
deep conviction of our Lord’s innocence, persisted in
betraying him. (Matt. xxvi, 23—25. 47—49.) After
our Lord had washed his feet the first use he makes
of them is to go out and betray him.

but as for the upright, ke directeth his way.

Contrast Pharaoh and David. Pharaoh was hard-
ened by God’s mercy (Exod. ix. 34) ; David was ren-
dered more penitent by it. He penned the li. Psalm
after Nathan had said, * The Lord hath put away thy
sin, thou shalt not die.”

Jehoshaphat profited by the loss of his fleet. (2 Chron.
xx. 35—37. 1 Kings xxii. 48,49.) When our sin finds
us out by affliction, happy are we if, by the light of
affliction, we find out sin.

Josiah (2 Kings xxii. 19), by the fear of the Lord,
departed from evil, Proe. xvi. 6.

Hezekiah rendered not again according to the benefit
done unto him. He did foolishly in lifting up himself,
but he soon humbled himself for the pride of Lis heart.
2 Chron. xxxit. 24—26. '

The Psalmist. Ps. exix. 59.

Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were enabled,
through grace, to overcome their fear of man. John
xix. 38, 39. Mark xv. 43.

Peter, after his full, hastened to return (Luke xxii.
61,62), and so did all the other Apostles except Judas.

Paul bis constant self-examination and watchfulness
over himself. dcts xxiv.16. 1Cor. ix. 27. Pror. iv. 26.
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of the BSabbath,
wicked companions.
Hearken to the
warnings of con-
sclenceif yon would
not feel its wounds.

Litany:
‘‘ From hardness of
heart,” &c.

Lam. iii. 40.

“ A good man doea
not say, What I have
a mind to that [
will do; but, What
does God require of
me? What is duty,
what is prudence,
what is for edifica-
tion? and sohe does
vot force his way,
but direct his way,
by a safe and cer-
tain rule.”"—Henry.

Collect for 19th Sun-
day after Trinity.

See on Prov. xxviil.
13.

Ch. xxi. 80. There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against

the Lord.

The Babel huilders. Gen. xi. 4—8.
Pharaol, whose crafty device to destroy the Isracl-

This proverb shoss
the folly of design-
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ites issued in their greater increase. Aets vii. 19. Exod.
i. 20.

Sennacherib, the son and successor of Shalmanezer.
2 Kings xix. 20—28.

The attempts of Sanballat, &e., against Neliemiah.
Nek, iv, 15. .

The very formidable attack of Rezin, king of Syria,
and Pekah, king of Israel, against Ahaz. Isa. vii. 7.

The utter extinetion, threatened by Athaliah, of the
royal family of David (2 Kings xi. 2), from whom the
Messiah was to come. 2 Sam. vii. 16. Luke i. 69.

Jonah’s attempt to flee from the Lord seemed at
first to suceceed. He found a ship ready to take him,
but the event proved his folly. Jonalk i. 3. 13—15.

Herod the Great, his counsel to destroy our Lord
(Masr. ii.) and his grandson’s intention to murder
Peter. Acts xii. 3—6.

The history of the Church of God in every age, its
perils and triumphs, may be referred to. Isa. liv. 17.
Ree. xvii. 14. See on Prov. xxi. 1, Bp. Jewell’s remark.

[Ch. xxi, 31,

ing any thing con-
trary to God's will,
and implies the ce-
curity of those who
obey it. (Job v. 12
—16.) The path of
duty s the only
path of safety. (Ps.
exviii. 6. Rom, viii.
31. 1 Pet. iii. 13.)
Let it be our daily
prayer to be guided
init. Ps. exlii. §—
10,

See Prov. xix. 21.

Ch. xxi. 81 The horse is prepared against the day of battle ; but safety is

of the Lord. (Explained p. 37).

Sisera had prepared nine hundred chariots of iron
(Judy. iv. 13); Barak had ncither chariots ror horses,
and trusting in God’s promise declared to him by De-
borah, boldly marched down into the plain where the
iron chariots could be used to the greatest advantage ;
but Barak conquered, and Sisera perished. Judy. iv.
15, 16. Heb. xi. 32.

The determination of Israel not to ride on horses;
that is, to trust in them as their defence. Hosea xiv. 3.

xxil. 1. A good name is rather to be chosen than great
farour rather thas silrer and gold.

Abraham’s anxiety to preserve a good name among
bhis lieathen neighbours, by so acting that they should
not be able justly to impute any selfish motive to him
in the rescue of the king of Sodom. Gen. xiv. 22, 23,

Elisha. 2 I ings v. 16.

Paul refused any pecuniary aid from the Corin-
thians, that it might be manifest that he did not wish
to male a gain of them in preaching the Gospel. 2 Cor.
xi. 9.

Dorcas. How far rather to be chosen the loving
favour, i, ¢. the esteem and affection, manifested by the
widows’ tears, lamenting lier loss, than to have merely
left behind her great riches, Ats ix. 39.

Ps. xxxiii. 17, 18.
Isa. xxxi. 1.

Ps. iii. 8.

Jer. ix. 28, 24.

As there can be no
success without
God, never act but
in dependence on
Him.

riches, and loving

Phil. {v. 8.
‘Whatsoever things
are lovely, what-

soever thingy are of
good report,—think
on these things.

Gain got with an
evil pame is da-
mage and loss.

Sce p. 44 on Prov.
xv. 30,
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Ch. xxii. 3. A prudent man foreseeth the evil, und hideth himself; but

the simple pass on, and are punished *.

Noah, Heb. xi. 7.

Servants of Pharaoh. Ezod. ix. 20, 21.

Paul’s solemn preparation for the day of judgment
(2 Cor. v. 9, 10), fleeing for refuge to the hope set be-
fore him in the Gospel. (Heb. vi. 18, Phil. 11i. 9 with
Isa, xxxii. 2.) Also his prudence in using means for
the preservation of his life (Aets xxiii. 17, &e.); con-
trasted with Gedaliah’s incredulity. Jer. xl. 13—16;
xli. 1, 2.

The thoughtless young man alluded to by Solomon.
(Eccles. xi.9.) Multitudes perish from want of thought;
they consider not that they do evil, and that the wrath
of God is revealed against it.

Prov. xiv. 16;
xxvii. 12.

1 Thess. v. 2—G.

2 Pet. iii. 7—14.

Strive to escapethat
fire, out of which
those who are once
cast in, can never
escape. Luke xvi.
26.

See on Prov. xviii.
10, and p. 23 on
Prov. vi. 8.

xxil. 5. Thorns and snares are in the way of the froward : ke that doth

kecp his soul shall be far from them.

The evils brought against the Israelites y their
disobedience in making league with the Canaanites,
and by their stubbornness, as recorded iu the book of
Judges (Judy. ii. 2, 3. Josk. xxiii. 12, 13) ; contrasted
with their success when, under Joshua, they kept far
from such intercourse. Josk. xxi. 43—45 ; xxiv. 31.

Ahab. Trace the annoyances (1 Ifings xvii. l;
xviil. §; xxi. 4. 20) and snares (1 Iings xxii. 6. 37)
to which he exposed himself by his perverse neglect
of the counsel of Elijah and Micaiah.

Enoch kept his soul. Like Noah, in the niidst of
abounding wickedness he walked with God. Gen.v.22,

xxil. 7. The borrower is servant Lo the lender.

So the widow of the prophet found it. 2 ICings iv. 1.
The Jews in the time of Nehemiah, who had mort-
gaged their land, Neh. v. 3—5.

xxii. 8. He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity :

Rebekah, doing evil that good might come, de-
:tll'oyeg all her domestic happiness. Gen. xxvii, 6—17.

—46.

The Isrnelites ; the disappointment attending their
dependence on idols, (Hosea viii. 7.) Whatever any
man makes his god beside the truc God, shall be some-
time his tormentor,

Eph. v. 11.
Prov. iv. 23.

Let him that would
Le little in tempita-
tion be much in
prajer. True prayer
strikes at the root
of all sin, and by it
our souls are pre-
served safe in God's
keeping.

See on Prov. xiii.
15; xv. 19,

Rom. xiii. 8.

“ Some sell their
liberty to gratify
their luxury.”

Job iv. 8.
Hosea viii. 5—14;

x. 12.
Gal. vi. 7, 8.

I1l gotten gains will
nol prosper.

* The importance of providing in summer against winter, and in youth and health
against the wants arising from sickness, old age, premature death, &e., by economy,
belonging to some Benefit Society, Savings' Bank, &c., may Le enforced from this

proverb.
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and the rod of his anger shall fail.

Balak’s attempt to curse Israel, by bribing Balaam,
Numb. xxiv. 10,

Solomon ; the adversaries God raised up to punish
him for his sin (1 Kings xi. 14. 23), and especially
Jeroboam (1 Kings xi. 31), whom he in vain enden-
voured to kill. 1 Ilings xi. 40.

Alaziah, king of Israel, consulting Baalzebub, the
god of Ekron, in his sickness, and its consequences to
himself ; and also the failure of his attempt to murder
Elijah for reproving him. 2 Kings i. 9—17.

Proud Sennacherib’s attempt to destroy Jerusalem.
2 Chron. xxxii. 21, Isa. xxx. 31.

Haman, an Amalekite, of the race of Agag, the-op-
pressor of God’s people. (Esth. v. 11—13; vii. 10.)
His attempt to injure them proved his own destruction.

[Ch. xxii. 10,

‘“ Abused  power
will not last.”

Ch. xxii. 10.  Cast out the scorner,and contention shall go out ; yea, strife

and reproack shall ccase.

Ishmael, whose mocking of Isaac (Gen. xxi, 9—12

arose from contempt of God’s promises, and mockery p

of true religion. Gal. iv. 29.

xxi. 11.
king shall be his friend. (Explained p. 17.)

Joseph. Gen. xli. 39—45.

Obadiah, who feared the Lord from his youth
(1 Kings xviii. 12), obtained the confidence even of
Ahab, 1 Kings xviii. 3. ]

Elisha was visited on his death-bed by Joash, king
of Israel, who felt that Elisha, by his example, coun-
sels, and prayers, had been the chief defence of his
throne and kingdom. 2 Kings xiii, 14,

Ezra, a man of deep humility (Jgzra ix. 10—15), and
fervent zeal for God’s honour (Ezra vii. 10 ; viii, 21—
23), was highly honoured hy Artaxerxes. Ezra vii. 6.

Nehemiah. ek, ii. 4—86.

Daniel was eminent for integrity, holiness, and
wisdom, and though a captive, was held in high esteem
by the Babylonian kings Nebuchadnezzar (Don. i. 19)
and Belshazzar (Dan. v. 29), and by the Persian kings
Darius, &ec. (Dan. vi. 3), who overthrew the Babylo-
pian empire.

xxii. 12,  The eyes of the Lord preserve knowledge,

This may be illustrated by the wonderful providence
of God in preserving a knowledge of Himself in the
world by raising up, instructing, and protecting faith-
ful men, as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, &e.; and espe-
cially by the preservation of the Scriptures, when those
to whom they were committed (Roni. iii. 2)—(1) were

Prov. xxvi, 21.
Matt. xviii 17.
s. 1. 1; exix, 116

He that loteth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the

1 Tim. v. 22.
Matt. v. 8. Shrowing
the high  value
which the King of
kings sets on pure-
ness of heart.

Two Jast versicles
in the Morning
Prayer, before the
Collect for the day.

Collect for Sixth

‘Sunday after the

‘Epiphany.

1 Pet. i. 24, 25,
Matt. xxiv, 35.
2 Chron. xvi. 9.

Prov. ii. 7, 8.
" Cities shall fall,
kingdoms shall

come to nolhing,
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go persecuted (Judges vi. 2—6. 1 Bum. xiii. 20. 2 Chron.
xit. 2—4. 2 Kings xvii. 6; xxiv.; xxv. Jer. lii. See also
1 Maceab. i. 56, 67)—(2) showed such neglect and
contempt of them, ae nppears from their frequent
idolatries (see also 2 IKings xxii. 8. Jer. xxxvi. 23).—
(3) The most admired teachers among the Jews made
the Scriptures of none effect by their traditions (Mast.
xv. 3),—(4) while in later ages others have attempted
to comupt them to support their errors, and yet
through thousands.of years they have been preserved
unaltered.

and he overthroweth the words of the transgressor *.

Ahithophel. (2 Sam. xvii. 14.) Worldly wisdom is
no protection against shame and ruin. Job xviii. 7, 8.

The prophetess Noadiah (IVeh. vi. 1—16) and other
opposers of Nehemiah,

Tatnai, Shetharbozna, and other opposers of Ze-
rubbabel and Jeshua in rebuilding the temple, suc-
ceeded for 2 time (Ezra iii. 3—13 ; iv.), but their de-
signs were ultimately overthrown. Ezra v. ; vi.

The council of the Senhedrim to slay the Apostles,
defeated through one of their'own body. Adets v. 34, &e.

Tertullus flattered Felix (dects xxiv. 2, 3), Paul re-
buked him (Acts xxiv. 25) ; but Felix, though a very
bad man, was not persuaded by Tertullus to destroy
Paul (Aots xxiv. 27), God having determined that
Paul should bear witness of Him at Rome. Aets xxiii,
11. Pron. xii. 6.

§ 3. PART IIIL
CHAPTER XXII. 17.—XXIV.
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empires shall fade
away as the smoke,
but the truth of the
Lord shall continue
for ever. Burn it,
it will rise again;
kill #t, it will live
again; cut it down
by the root, it will
spring again. No
force shall be able
to decay it. The
gates of hell shall
not prevail against
it.—Bp. Jewell.

Ch. xxii. 29. Seest thow a man diligent in his business? he shall stand
before kings ; he shall not stand before mean men. (Explained p, 18.)

Abranham’s servant, who, as appears from Gen. xxiv.
12. 66, wns eminently distiuguished for his fidelity and
diligence, ruled over all that he had (Gen. xxiv. 2),
though very rich. Gen. xiii. 2 ; xxiii. 6.

Jeroboam. 1 Kings xi. 28. Sec orn Prov. xii. 24.

Prov. x. 4; xiii. 4;
xxiii. 21,

John xii. 26.

Rev. iii. 21.

¢ The attempts of infidels to destroy Christianity have been overthrown.

Thus

Voltaire ridiculed the idea of the possibility of the Holy Land having been once so
fertile as described in the DBible; but Volney, another infldel, has, in his Travels,
accumulated facts, which, in a inost remarkable manuer, confute Voltaire, and
confirm the declarations of Scripture. Thus does God take the wise in their owu

craftiness.
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVEKDS nY [Ch, xxiii. 2,

Ch. xxiii. 2. Put a kaife to thy throat if thou be a man given to appetite.

(Explained p. 51.)

Isaac’s appetite seems to have been n snare to him
(Gen. xxv. 28; xxvii. 4); and this record of the in-
firmity of so truly pious a man, should impress upon
all, the necessity of continual watchfulness agninst the
insinuation of babits of self-indulgence, especially of
taking thought what to eat or what to drink.

Esau, imitating his father’s infirmity, but not his
picty, was too intent on the present gratification of his
appetite, without regard to consequences; he was
taken with the red colour of the pottage, and hence
was branded with the name of Edom, as an abiding
memorial of his sin and folly. Gen. xxv. 30. Heb.
xii. 16.

Paul speaks of those whose end is destruction, whose
God is their belly. Pkil. iii. 18, 19.

Daniel and his friends are an instance of well-regu-
lated appetites. Dan. i. 8—16.

Prov. xxiil. 31, 32.
Matt. xviii. 8, 9.

1 Cor. ix. 27.
Eph. v, 18,

1 John ii. 15, 16.

An epicure digs his
grave with histeeth.
Gluttony kills more
than the sword.
“The gratifying
sensual  appetites
ruin thousands of
souls. If we use
ourselves to self-
denial, we break
the force of most
temptations.”

Collect for the Cir-
cumcision of Christ.

xxiiL 4. Labour not to be rich; cease from thine own wisdom.

Lot was too anxious to be rich, and in his own way,
rather than in dependence on God’s blessing. Gen. xiii.
10. 13.

The rich fool in the parable seems o have been
absorbed in the one object of accumulating property,
and, regardless of God’s providence, to have depended
on his own wisdom to secure and enjoy it. (Luke xii.
17. Prov. x. 16.) To be wise for this world only, is to
be wise for a moment and fools for ever.

Abraham (Gen. xiii. 2) and David (1 Chron. xxix.
28) were very rich, but it was not for this they lived
and laboured, but to honour God, depending on his
blessing and guidance. Gen. xiv. 22, 23. 1 Chron. xviil.
11; xxix. 4. 14.

Agur’s prayer seeking a competency, under a con-
viction of the danger both of riches and poverty. (Prov.
xxx. 8,9.) The greatest wealth is contentment with
little.

Jeremiah’s advice to Baruch. (Jer. xlv. 5.) It is
pot our part to choose what we should be, but to be
what we are to God’s glory.

Isa. lv. 2.

Matt. vi. 33,
Luke xii. 15,
John vi. 27.

1 Tim. vi. 9, 10.

‘1t is a wise course
to be jealous of our
gain, and more to
fear, than to deslire,
abundance.” — ¢ It
is no easy thing to
carry a full cup with
an even hand.” —
Abp. Leighion.

‘ Beware you lose
not your God in the
crowd and hurry of
earthly business.”
—Flavel.

Sce on Prov. xxviii.
20.

xxiil. 9. Speak not in the ears of @ fool ; for ke will despise the wisdom

of thy words.

The prophet forbearing to warn Amaziah, 2 Chron.
xxv. 16,

Our blessed Lord’s silence, not condescending to
enter into any vindication of his innocence before
Caiaphas (Matt. xxvi. 63), who had predetermined his
death before his trial. Jokn xi. 50.

Prov. xiv. 7.
Eccles, iii. 7.

' Discretion in the
choice of seasons for
reproving is no less
commendable and
necessary than zeal



to xxiii. 23.] SCRIPTURL EXAMPLES,

Paul and Barnabas turning from the Jews. Aets
xiii. 46.

Paul at Corinth. (Acts xviii. 6.) We may not be
go silent as to betray the truth, we may not so speak
as to give advantage to cavils.—Bp. Hall.

Paul at Rome. Acts xxviii, 25—28.

189

and faithfulness in
reproving. Wise
mariners do not
hoist sails in every
wind.”—Bp. Hall.

See on Prov. ix. 8.

OF. xxiii. 22. Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and despise not

thy mother when she is old.

Isaac’s submission to his father on Mount Moriah,
suffering himself to be bound on the altar, though pro-
bably more than twenty years old, Gen. xxii. 9.

Jacob’s obedience to Isaac in not marrying into an
ungodly family. Gen. xxviii. 1.

Joseph’s obedience to his father, in visiting his bro-
thers, though ill-disposed towards him, was prompt,
self-denying, persevering. He entered into the spirit
of his father’s instructions, for not finding them at
Shechem, he (though already having travelled forty
miles) went on to Dothan, eight miles further, seeking
diligently till he found them. (Gern. xxxvii. 4. 13. 17.)
He also showed great respect for his aged father when
he became dependent upon him. Ger. xlvi. 29.

Ruth’s obedience to her mother-in-law Naomi,
loving, honouring, and succouring her (Ruth ii. 22, 23);
and Boaz’ kindness to aged Naomi after his marriage
with Ruth. Ruth iv. 14, 15. See Poole.

David’s care for his aged father and mother, when
in extreme danger himself. 1 Sam. xxii. 3.

Solomon’s marked respect to his widowed mother
Bathsheba, though a sense of duty obliged him to deny
her request. 1 Kings ii. 19.

The Rechabites’ (Jaazaniah and others) strict re-
gard to their father Jonadab’s command. Jer. xxxv. 6.

Our blessed Lord affords a beautiful instance of
filial piety. Luke ii. 51. Jokn xix. 26, 27.

Prov. vi. 20; xv.
20; xxx. 17.

Levit. xix. 3.

Eph. vi. 1—3.

2 Tim. iii. 1—s.
‘" Perilous  times
shall come,” &c. &c.
¢ Men shall be dis-
obedient to pa-
rents,” &c. This
shows in how awful
a light this sin is
viewed in Serip-
ture.

“My son, help thy
father in his age,
and grieve him not
aslong as heliveth;
and if his under-
standing fail, have
patience with him,
and despise him not
when thounartin full
strength.”

Ecclus. iii. 12, 13.

See on Prov. i. 8.

xxiil. 23.  Buy the truth, sell it not ; also wisdonm, and instruction, and

understanding.

The wise men, (Matt. ii.) By their long journey
to Jerusalem, their boldness and perseverance under
the discouragement they met with there, by the costli-
ness of their gifts, by their joy at finding the Saviour,
though in such poverty, they showed the earnestness of
their desire to bny the truth.

Parable of the hidden treasure (Matt. xiii. 44); and
of the pearl of great price. Matt. xiii, 45, 46.

Deter, James, and John, sacrificed every thing to
attain a saving knowledge of Christ. Luke v. 11.

Paul. Phil. iii, 7—9. Aets xx. 24,

The descendants of Seth were led by their marriage
with the ungodly daughters of apostate Cain, to scll the
truthi, snared by their beauty, Gen. vi, 2, 3.

Prov. il. 1—G; iv.

13; xxiii. 12.
Luke xiii. 24.
James i. 5.

Rev. iii. I1.

Ps. xI. 11; xliil. 3.
“Truth s the

proper object, the
proper riches ard
furniture of the
mind; and accord-
ing as his stock of
this is, so is the dif-
ference and value
of one man above
another.”—ZLocke.

Even in our com-
H
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Judas sold the truth (Jokn xiv. 6) for money. Matt.
xxvi. 15.

Herod, for sensuality. Afark vi. 17, 18,

Pilate, for popularity. (Mask xv. 15.) He asked,
What is truth? (John xviii, 38), but then wentaway from.
Him that could alone give an answer ; for as Christ is
the author of truth, so is He the teacher of it.

Demas, for the love of this present world, sold the
truth, 2 Z%m. iv. 10.

Simon Magus’ professed desire after truth, arose
from his wish to make a mercenary use of it. Aets viii.
18, 19.

Many, like the rich young man (Mark x. 22).and
Agrippa (Aots xxvi, 28), though showing some dispo-

sition to embrace it, will not give the price necessary-

to attain it ; they will not sacrifice their- love of dissi-
pation, their indolence, their prejudice, tlieir pride,
their besetting sin; they seek it not in humility and
prayer. Many are afraid of truth. John iii. 19; 20.

The rich man in whose history (Luke xvi. 19—31).

i; illustrated the remark, that hell is truth seen too
te.

The Cretians were in dangexof being
the truth by giving heed to the commandments of men.
Tit. 1. 14.  See also Col. ii. 18—23. Matt: xv. 9.

The apostles, having bought the truth, would not at
any price sell it. Jokn vi. 66—69. Acts viii. 18—20.

turned: from-

[ Ch. xxiii, 24,

mon atudies we
should engage the
God of truth on our
side; implore his
divinegrace to point
our inclination to
properstudies, Stu-
dy without prayer
is Atheism. Prayer
without study is
presumptiom

Morning  Prayer.,
Prayer of St. Chry-
sostom.

Last petition....
“ granting us in this
world knowledge of
thy: truth,” &e.

Ch. xxiii. 24. The father of the vighteous shall greatly rejoice : and he.

that begetteth a wise child shall hawe joy. of him..

Abraham rejoiced in' Isase (Gen. xxi. 3), as the
child of promise with whom God established an ever-
lasting covenant. (Gen. xvii. 19.) Isaac’s pious sub-
mission to be bound en the altar (Gen. xxii. 9), must

have heen a source of great spiritual consolation and:

even joy to his-father.
Zacharias’ joy in John the Baptist. Luke i. 14.
Paul, as the spiritual father of Onesimus (Philem.
10, 11), must have greatly rejoiced, though in prison,
in being the instrument in God’s hands, of bringing to

the knowledge and love of Christ, ona so:on the brink.

of destruction as this runaway slave.. :
The Apostle John’s joy. 3-Jokn 3, 4,

Prov, xv. 20; xxiii,
15, 16; xxvii. 11;
xxviii. 7; xxix. 3.

That: children may
gladden their pa-
rents let them at-
tend to the- advice
given in the con-
text (Prov. Xxiii.
17—23.26—35), cul-
tivating ap habitual
fear of God (verse
17), an earnest de-
sire after-truth (23),.
avoiding evil com-
pany (20, 21. 27, 28),
and intemperance
{29—-35).

Sec op Prov. x. I.

xxiv. 5. A wise man is srong; yea, @ man of knowledyo increaseth

strength. (Explained p. 51.)

Jotham imitated what was good in his father’s cha-
racter, and avoided his sin. (2 Clron. xxvii. 2) He
became mighty from his regard to God (2 Chron. xxvii.
6), which is the principal part of wisdom. (Job xxviii,
28.) Never attempt duty but in God’s strength.

Dishonesty in many
cases seems the
readiest way to
wealth, but pru-
denceand piety lead
the: surest way to.



to.xxiv. 9.] BCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.,

David’s victory over Goliath, being strong in faitk.
(1 Sam. xvii. 45.) He that hath found God present in
one extremity (1 Sam. xvii, 34—37), is the morc en-
couraged to trust Him in the next. Experience con-
firms hope, and thus is strength incressed. “ 0 God,
be thou strong in our weakness, that.we may be ever
steady in thy strength !”—Bp. Hall. )

Stephen’s strength in argument arose from his being
filled with the Holy Ghost., 4cts vi. 10.

Apollos was mighty in the Scriptures, and he in-
creased his strength by the increase of his knowledge.
Acts xviii. 24—28.

The moral power which Paul, though a prisoner,
obtained over the ship’s crew, from the wisdom of his
advice and the piety of his conduet. Acts xxvii,

The strength of the Apostles, in overthrowing idol-
atry, arose from their being instructed in the know-
ledge of Christ crucified, which is the power and the
wisdom of God (1 Cor. i. 23, 24) ; and they so much
increased in strength, that within forty years after the
ascension of our Lord, there were multitudes of Chris-
tians throughout.the Roman empire. Col. i. 6.

Solomon’s wisdom (like Samson’s strength, Judg.
xvi. 18—20) failed him, and his power diminished,
when he forsook God. 1 Kings xi. Veh. xiii. 26.

Ch. xxiv..9. The thought of foolishness is sin :

Job : it was under the solemn impression of the truth
implied in this proverb, that he showed' such anxiety
to intercede with God for his children, lest, though reli-
giously brouglt up, their cheerfulness while feasting
should have betrayed them into some levity or excess,
sJor;:e vain conversation or injurious thoughts of God.

ob i. 5.

God, by the praphet Jeremiali, charges Jerusalem
with the guilt of vain thoughts. Jer. iv. 14. Proo.
iv. 23.

The scribes, indulging evil thoughts, though they
did not give utterance to them, are cliarged by our
Lord with sin, Matt. ix. 3, 4.

and the scorner is an abomination to men. -

The children of Bethel, by their mockery of so emi-
pent a prophet as Elisha, and that so soon after the
translation of Elijah, showed their scornful contempt
of things saocred, and brought upon themselves his
curse. 2 Kings ii. 23, 24,

Dathan. Numb. xvi: 12—15.

Eliakim and others were shockod at Rabshakeh.
2 Kings xviii. 37.

Haman’s scornful contempt of Mordecsi and the

u2
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dnrable prosperity.
See context, Prov.
Xxiv. 1—4.
Christian  wisdom
Comsists in the pro-
secution of that
which the Serip-
tures declare to be
the true end of man
by such means as
they presceribe ; that
end is salvation, the
means are faith and
obedience. The
more aman endued
withspiritualknow-
ledge knows of
Christ, the more
strongly he trusts
Him and loves
Him, and the more
able he is to resist
the temptationa of
the world, the flesh,
and the devil.
Prov. x. 29.

Ps. Ixxxiv. 7.

Tsa xi. 3i.

Phil. iv. 13.

2 Tim. ii. 1.

James i. 5, 6.

See on Prov. x. 29;
xxi. 22.

Eccles. xii. 14,
Ps. cxix. 113.
2 Cor. x. 3.

What is forbidden
in act is forbidden
in thought.

Collect for 5th Sun-
day after Easter.

Ps. exxxix. 23, M.

Ps. i

*“Those Lhat strive
to make others
odious, make them-
selves  so.” — M.
Henry.
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Jewn ( Esth, fil. 8), and the abhorrenoe in which he s
still held by them, See p. 116,

Jehoiakim®s seornful contempt of God’s word (Jer.
xxxvi. 23), who was the son of no picus 8 father, and
whom Jeremiah holds up to our abhorrence. Observe
his ignominious death. Jer. xxii. 10.

[Ch. xxiv. 10,

1 Bam. (1, 30.

They that desplso
me shall bo lightly
esteemed.

Ch. xxiv. 10. If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small.

Jacob’s rash conclusion, (Gen. xlii, 36.) The scem-
ing shipwrecks we meet with in the voyage of lifo,
often prove tho very things which bost speed our
course to the haven where we would be. 'Fhe great
cause of our disquietness in prescnt troubles and grief,
is that we forget their end.

David (J Sam. xxvii. 1): showing that unbelicf Is o
win that casily besots oven good men. See on Prov.
xxix. 28,

Elijah, the day after displaying such strength of
faith, fled to Becrshcba, through fear of Jezebel,
1 ICings xix. 3, 4. See DByp. Hall’s Contemp. bk, xviii.

Jonah, at the loss of bis gourd. (Jonak iv. 8.) The
loss of o mercy should not make us undervalue tho
gift of it. Whatever pleases God should pleaso us,
heeause it pleases God.

Hezekiah, 1t would scem from bis writing, when
he bad been sick and was recovered from his sickness,
that he had yielded in pomc measure to despondenc
under it. (/sa. xxxviii. 9—11.) Sickness should teac
us the (1) vanity of the world; (2) tho vileness of
sin ; (3) the weakness of man ; (4) how precious is an
interest in Christ. Supported by his grace under that
or any other infirmity or trial, we shall be kept from
fuinting under it. 2 Cor. xii. 9.

The Apostles in the storm (Matt, viii, 20) contrasted
with the Syro-Phenician woman, (Matt. xv.28.) We
should remember, that He who sends the storin, steers
the vesscl,

All the disciples at Rome contrasted with Paul.
2 Tim. iv. 16, 17.

The Virgin Mary, sirong in faith, stood by the cross
though a sword was piercing through her very soul
(John xix. 25. Luke ii. 35) ; o striking contrast to Icter.
Matt. xxvi. 58—74.

John  xlv. — xvil.
and Heb. il 113,
suggenting motlves
Ara nst fainting (n
the day of adversity.

Ye that fear the
Lord walt for his
mercy, and go not
aslde (have not re-
course t0 any un-
lawful me;nlm r
succour). 1lope Jor
i;ood and for over-
asting joy and mer-
cy, Look at the ge-
nerationsof old, and
see did over any
trust in the Lord
and was confound-
ed? ordld anyablde
In liis fear and was
foteaken? or whom
did 1le ever desplse
that called upon
Him? Por the Lord
1s full of cornpassion
and mescy, Jong
suffering, and very
pitiful, asd for-
glveth  sins, and
saveth In time of
aftletlon,  Ecclus,
1L 7. 9—=11.

8¢e on Prov, Il 11,

xxiv. 11, 12, If thou forlear to deliver them that are drawn unlo dealh,
wnd thote that are ready to be slain ; if thou sayest, Behold, 1we knew it not ;
Aoth not he that ponderedh the heart consider 167 and ke thut keepeth thy soal,
doth not he know it 7 and shall not ke render to etery man according to his

works? (Explained p. 33.)

Doeg’s wicked complianee with Saul’s fury, in slay-
ing the innocent pricsts (1 Sam. xxii. 18), contrasted
with Jonathan’s opposition to his father’s attempt to
murder David. 1 Sam, xix. 4.

Ezek, xxxlil. 7, 8,
s, Ixxxll. 3, 4.
ileh. xlii. 3.
James v. 1D, 20,

1 John 14, 15, 17,



to xxiv, 18.] SCRIPTUKE LXAMPLES,

Pilate shrusk from the duty of delivering our Lord
from the envy of the Jews, though he avowed lis
fmmoeence. Luke xxiil, 22—24.

Ohadiali, o pious courtier in a wicked court, fed the
prophets whom Jezehel designed to have killed. 1 Kings
xvili, 4.

Abraham immediately went to the rescue of Lot.
Glen. xiv, 14.

Paul’s intenso anxicty for tho salvation of his fellow-
creaturcn (Aots xvii. 10), even of the Jews (Hom. ix.
3), while bitterly persecuting him.

Parable of the good Samaritan. Luke x. 31, 32.

Ch. xxiv. 15, 18, Lay not wait, O wicked man, aguinst the duwelli

the righteous ; spail wot his resting-place :
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Tha heathen are
erishing, and ney.
ect 10 send  the

gospel to them from
wilful fgnorance of
thefr  ml, , In-
volves great gullt,

Litany :
Porglve . . ony neg-
ligences and Igno-
rances,

o

Just man fulleth seven times,

Jfor a
and risah up again : but the wicked shall fall into mischicf.

Saul’s attack on David’s houso (1 Sum, xix. 11, in
reference to which seo the title of the fifty-pinth Psaalm).
1 Sum. xxxi. 4. 2 Bam. v. 12.

The men of Anathoth conspired against Jeremiah,
but were themsclves destroyed. Jer, xi, 18—23,

Our Lord declared to Saul, that in persecuting his
people, he persceuted him (Adets ix. 4) ; but his eheep
shall never perish, Jokn x. 28,

2Pet. IL D,
Litany :
after  the
Prayer, beginnin
—'"0 God, mercl-
ful &c.,
those evils, &e.,
which, &c., man
worketh agalnst us,
be brought (o
nought,” &e.

Rom. vill. 35=29.

Prayer
Lord's

Pather,

xxiv. 17. Rejoice not when thine enemy fulleth, and let aot thine heart be

ylad 1when he sumbleth, :

Tyre. Lzek. xxvi. 2—0. Many who would not wil-
fully hurt those who stand in thcir light, or have done
them an unkindness, arc seeretly pleased when hurt is
done them by others,

Ammon rcjoiced at Inracl’s distreas (Fzek. xxv. 6) ;
but, on the contrary, Imaiah deeply commiseratcd the
hoathen, his enemics, whose desolations he was com-
missioncd to announee. fsa. xv. 6; xvi. 0—11,

David’s lamentation over Saul, (2 Sam, i. 11, 12))
Bee also Ps. xxxv. 13, 14.

Jeremiah, though so soverely persccuted hy his
countrymen, felt deep commiseration for their suf-
ferings. Jer. ix. 1.

Our Dlessed Lord wept over Jerusalem. Luke xix.
41—44.

Prov. xxlv. 29.
Malt. v. 43—48.
Rom. v. 8, com-
pared with Eph. v.

1,2

Nlemember thy end,
and Jet  enmlty
ceasc,

Eecclus. xxviil. 6,

Be more glad ta
sce a man's amend-
ment than his pu-
nishment.

xxiv. 10. Lest the Lord see it, and it displease him, and he turn aray his

wrath from ki,

The descendants of Eunu were made desolate be-
cause they rejoiced at the ealamity of the desecndants
of his twin-hrother Jacob, and God turncd away his
wrath from Jerusalem, Liek. xxxv, 16; xxxvi, 1—16;
Obad. 12—21.

“Jle that Is nnt
concerned that his
brother should pe-
rish, s In  great
danger of perishing
bimself —Bp. Wit
0n.

Hee on Prov, xx,
22; xxv. 21,
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[Ch. xxiv, 19,

Ch. xxiv. 19.  Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thow envious

at the wicked ;

The Psalmist. Ps, lxxiii. 3—19.

Jeremiah. Jer, xii. 1,.2.

Job intimates that we are not to presume to instruet
God how to govern the world because the wicked are
not punished when we expect it. Job xxi. 22. 7—17.

xxiv. 20. For there shall be no reward to the evil man
evicked shall be put out.

Ahab obtained Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings xxi. 16);
left seventy sons. (2 Kings x. 1.) Athaliah’s treason
seemed for six years to succeed. (2 Kings xi. 3.) Saul
was raised from a very humble station .to a throne
(1 Sam. ix.); and reigned forty years ; but their candle
was put aut. (2 Kings'x. 7—11; xi. 16. 1 Chron.x.) On
a review of their whole history, even in this life, there
is no cause for envying them, how much less in view
of eternity ! Luke xvi. 22, 23, Maft. xvi. 26.

Haman, in whose destruction his sons were in-
volved. Egh. ix. 23.

xxiv. 21. My son, fear thou the Lord and the king :

Gideon, though offered a crown, would not suffer
any attempt to be mmde to alterthe government God
had appointed. Judges viii. 22, 23.

David’s respect for the Lord’s anointed. 1 Sam.
xxiv. 6.

Our Lord’s direction to the Sadducees. Matt. xxii,
21.
St. Peter’s caution respecting those presumptuous
and self-willed persons who despised government, and
were not afraid to speak evil of dignities. (2 Pet. ii.
10.) “If the angels do not rail even agninst the devil
(Jude 9), bow much less ought we ngainst men in
authority, even supposing them in some things to be-
have amiss. Wherefore, to do it when they behave
well, must be a wickedness much more aggravated.”

and meddle not with them that are given to change.

The two hundred and fifty princes who joined Ko-
rah, Numb. xvi. 2. 32, Jude 11.

The lsraelites, in rejecting Samuel, and who, in so
doing, rejected God (1 Sam. viii, 7), impatient of the
holy restraint of God’s laws, and wishing to conform
more to the manners and customs of the idolatrous
nations around them. 1 Sam. viii. 5. Dr. Graves.

The consequences to Ahithophel (2 Swm. xv. 12;
xvii. 23) and others (2 Sam. xviii. 7) in joining Ab-
szlom ; and to Joab (1 Kings i. 19; 1i. 31) and
Abiathar (1 Kings ii. 26) in siding with Adonijah,

Ps. xxxvil. 1-—11.
1 Tim. vi. 6.

Lam. iii. 24—26.
Prov. M. 31, 32;
xxiil. 17; xxiv. 1—
4.

; the candle of the

Ps. ix. 17; xi. 6;
exXxxix. 24,

The way of every
man is declarative
of the end of that
man. Men reap as
they sow.

The best way tlo
make good subjects
to the king, is to
make them good
servants of God.

Religion and loyalty
must go together.

They cannot make
conscience of civil
duties who make
none of divine.
Communion  Ser-
vice :

First Colleot for the
Queen.

Rom. xiil, 7.
Tit. iii, 1.
1 Pet. ii, 17.

1t is easy to dis-
turb a government,
but God alone can
settle it again,"—
Pindar.

There may be cause
to change for the
better, but guard
against peevish dis-



to xxiv. 28.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

who, though next in descent, was an usurper, hecause
God had expressly appointed Solomon as David’s suc-
eessor. 1 Chron. xxviil. 6.

The tendency of men to listen to demagogues per-
suading them that they are not so well governed as
they ought to be, is remarkably seen in the numbers
who so readily joimed such worthless charaoters as
Dathan (Numb. xvi. 41), Absalom (2 Sam. xv.), and
Sheba (2 Sam. xx. 2), preferring them to such men as
Moses and David. “ He that goeth.about to persuade a
multitude that they are not so well governed as they
ought to be, shall never want attentive and favourable
hearers.”— Hooker,

The Tsraelites who, as Bishop Hall remarks, had
thought a kingdom too small a recompense for Gideon,
and his sons, -ere, their deliverer is cold in his coffin,
make the rmirderer of his sons their king. Judges ix.

‘The unauthorised changes introduced by Jerohoam
in the religious worship of the Israelites (1 Kings xii.
28, &c.) comtinued more than 200 years, and ulti-
mately proved the ruin of the ten tribes. (2 Kings
xvii. 21—23.) Satan knows it is easier to adulterate
religion than to abolish it. (Bp. Hall.) This, there-
fore, which is his great aim, it must be our great care
to avoid.

Ch. xxiv. 28.
deceire nat with thy lips.

Doeg, though he stated only facts, yet deceived, be-
cause he did not state the whole truth, namely, how
Ahimelech had been imposed upon by David. (1.Sam.
xxii. 9,10 ; xxi. 2.) There was not good Teason
why he should have mentioned Ahimelech’s conduct,
who was altogether free from the charge of conspiring
against Saul.

The Pharisees who brought the woman taken in
adultery. (Jokn viii. 6.) He who accuses another of
erime:should look into himself.

Paul asgerts his own innocence without bringing any
accusation against his countrymen (Adects xxviii. 19),
though thcy had made repeated attempts to kill and
even to assassinate him. Speak evil of no man, not
only that evil ‘which is false.and altogether groundless,
but not that which is true, when speaking of .it will do
more harm than good.”—Menry.
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content with that
which is; a fond-
ness for novelty, a
desire to cliange for
changes sake. The
godly in the land
will be the quiet in
the land.

“It is good,” says
Lorda Bacon, ‘‘to
beware that it be
reformation which
draweth on change,
and not the desire
of change that pre-
tendeth  reforma-
tion.”

Exod. xxiii. 2.
2 Tim. i. 13.
Jer. vi. 1G.

Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause, and

Prov. xix, 5.
Exod. xxili. 1.
Lev. xix. 16.
Ps. xv. 1, 3.
‘Rev. xxi. 8.

‘“Hear no evil of a
friend, speak monc
of an enemy. Did
the law of love pos-
sess our hearts, it
would regulate our
tongues, and make
us ‘more tender of
the name of our
brethren.” — .lbop.
Leighton.
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§ 4. PART IV.
CHAPTER XXV.—XXIX.

Ch. xxv. 2. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing.

The fulfilment of Joseph’s dreams (Gen. xxxvii. 5 ;
xlii. 6. 9, &e.), by which God enabled him to preserve
the infant Church from famine (Gen. xlv. 7), was
brought about by the envy of his brethren (Aets vii.
9), by the base traffic of men-stealers (Gen. xxxvii. 28),
by the false accusation of an abandoned woman (Gen.
xxxix.), by his false imprisonment (Ger. xxxix. 20),
and by the cffences of Pharaoh’s officers (Gen. xl. 1,
&c.); but the connexion of these events in producing
this result, was at the time altogether concealed. See
on Proo. xx. 24.

The preservation of Moses and his qualification for
his future office, by the daughter of him who was seek-
ing his life. Ezod. ii.

Elihu’s deseription of God’s unsearchable wisdom,
(Job xxxvii. 14—24.) God being incomprehensible
rendereth Him adorable.

Jesus, God manifest in the flesh, concealed from the
sisters his purpose of suffering Lazarus to die (John
xi. 4), that the glory of God might be eventually more
manifest in his resurrection. John xi. 40.

None of the agents of our Lord’s crucifixion weve in
the least aware what object they were accomplishing
(1 Cor. ii. B. Aets iii. 17; iv. 27, 28); but the malice
of the devil (Luke xxii. 53), the treachery of Judas
(Matt. xxvi. 14—16. 47—49), the envy of the Jews
(Matt, xxvii. 18), the injustice of Pilate (Luke xxiii. 4.
24, 25), brought about the salvation of the world (I1eb.
ji. 14.” Rom. iii. 25, 26), and the brightest display of
the Divine attributes. “ Glory to God in the highest.”

xxv. 4, 5.
a zessel for the finer.
throne shall be established in righteousness.

David’s advice to Solomon respecting Joab, who,
though greatly employed by David, hal proved him-
self unworthy of confidence (1 Iings ii. 5, 6); and by
attention to it, Solomon’s throne was established,
1 Iings ii. 46.

Asa removed his mother from being queen because
she had made an idol. 1 Kings xv. 13.

Ahab, by not taking away the wicked from before
him, but, on the contrary, by surrouqdmg himself with
false prophets, perished by following their advice
(1 Kings xxii. 12); and after his deaih, those very

[Ch. xxv. 2,

‘Little can we at
the beginning of
any action, guess
at God’s intention
in the conclusion.”
—Bp. Hall.

“To be willing to
continue ignorant
of what our great
Master has thought
fit to conceal, forms
no inconsiderable
part of Christian
learning.” — “* The
emanations of the
sun are still glo-
rious, though our
eyes are sore."—J,
Taylor.

Job xi. 7, 8; xxxvi.
26.

Prov. xxx, 4.
Rom. xi. 33—36,
Deut. xxix. 29.

Collect for 8th Sun-
day after Trinity.

Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth
Take away the wicked from before the king, and his

Litany:

Petitions for the
Lords of the Coun-
cil, and also for Ma-
gistrates,

The Comimunion.
Prayer for the
Church Militant,—
‘“And grant unto
her whole Council,”
&e.
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nobles to whom he had committed the education of his
seventy sons, murdered them (2 I{ings x. 1—7), and
thus his throue was destroyed.
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Ch. xxv. B. Go not forth hastily to strize, lest thow know not 1what to do in

the end thereof, when thy neighbour hath put thee to shame.

Gaal’s defiance of Abimelech (Judyg. ix. 26—40),
who should have considered the strength of his enemy
before he engaged in war against him.

The ten tribes, though they gathered themselves to-
gether to go up to war against the Reubenites, yet
wisely sent ambassadors to obtain an explanation of
their conduct. (Josh. xxii. 12—34.) “ Many offences
are great and heinous only in the light of a ruffled
fancy, and not in themselves. The delay of a few mo-
ments has set many affronts in a juster and kinder
light, and prevented violence and revenge.”—Dr.

atls.

Abner’s challenge to Joab. 2 Sam. ii. 14. 17.

Asahel’s vain confident pursuit of Abner. (2 Sam.
ii, 18—23.) He that loveth danger shall perish
therein,

Amaziah’s challenge to Jehoash. 2 Kings xiv. 8—
14. Pror. xviii. 6.

Josiah’s incautious attack
2 Chron. xxxv, 21, 22.

The Corinthians’ disposition hastily to engage in
lawsuits, for which Paul reproves them. 1 Cor. vi.
6,7

of Pharaoh- Necho.

xxv. 9. Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself.

Abraham went to Lot, though the dispute was be-
tween the herdsmen. (Gen. xiii, 8.) Abraham, also,
instead of complnining to others, went directly to Abi-
melech, by whom he thought he was aggrieved ; and
the result justified the wisdom of his doing so. Gen.
xxi, 26—32.

Jephthah first debated his cause with the king of
Ammon, showing the right of the Israelites to Gilead
before he made war against him. Judg. xi. 12—27.

Matt. v. 25.
James iii. 13—18.

Agree, for the law
is costly.

This proverb sug-
gests a caution a-
gainst hastily going
to law,

Lawsuits consume
time, money, rest,
and friends.

See on Prov. xiii.
16; xxii. 3.

Matt. xviii. 15.

Many an unhappy
strife would be pre-
yented, or soon ta-
ken up, by an im-
partial inquiry into
that which is the
matter of offence.

xxv. 12, As an car-ring of gold, and an ornament of fing gold, so s @

wise reprover upon an obedient car.

David. Ps. xvi. 7.

The Psalmist, Ps. exix. 71.

The increased diligenece of Jehoshaphat after his
reproof by Jehu. 2 Chron. xix. 2—4,

Znchavias, when reproved and struck dumb by the
angel Gabriel (Luke i. 19, 20), the first use he makes
of the recovery of speech is to bless God, and proclaim
to others his mercy. Luke i, 67, G8.

H S5

Ps. exli. 5.

Gal. vi. 1.

If vou be reproved
for your faults do
not be angvy with
himm who does it,
but turn your angex
against the things
for which he has
reproved you,



178 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS DY

Our Lord’s reproof of his mother, and her meelness
under it. John ii. 4, 6.

The Corinthians’ reception of Paul’s veproof (2 Cor.
vii. 11), in which was so remarkably united affection
(2 Gor. ii, 4) with fidelity (1 Cor. ii. 35 v. 1; vi. 6
xi. 17); thus showing him to be.a wise reprover.

[Ch, xxv, 18,

See on Prov. ix, 8.

Ch. xxv. 13. As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, o is a faithful
messenger to them that send kim : for he refresheth the soul of his masters.

(Explained p. 34.)

Abraham’s servant was a faithful messenger. He
showed piety (Gen. xxiv. 12), discretion (ver. 21), a
high regard for his master’s reputation (ver. 35), deci-
sion (ver. 49), despatch (ver. 54. 56). His .success,
which was a source of so much pious joy to himself
(ver. 27. 48. 52), could not have been less so to his
master,

Eliakim and Shebna were sent to Isaiah by Hezekiah,
under deep anxiety and alarm; their return with a
message of such comfort, must have restored and set-
tled his mind. 2 Kings xix. 2—7. )

The messengers sent by Cornelius to Peter, from
whom he learnt words whereby he and his-house were
saved. Adects x. 7. 21 ; xi. 14, 15,

Timethy, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, re-
freshed Paul. 1 Thess. iii. 6, 7. 1 Cor. xvi. 17, 18,

Epaphroditus is a beautiful instance of a faithful
messenger. Phil. ii. 25—28.

Faithful ministers, and the results of their labours,
we are taught in Scripture, will be very pleasing to
God and to Christ. Jokn xv. 8. 2 Cor. ii. 15. Isa. liii.
11. 2 Cor, viii. 23.

xxv. 14.
without rair.

Zedekiah boasted of the gift of prophecy, and falsely
promised AlLab success. 1 Kings xxii. 11.

Hananiah’s false prophecy respecting the ruin .of
Babylon, and the return of the Jews from Babylon.
Jer. xxvili, 1—4.

Shemaiah caused the Jews to-trust in a lie.
xxix. 24—3L.

False prophets in the Christian Churol, 2 Cor. xi.
13—18. Jude 12.

Whoso boasteth kimself of a false gift, is like

Jer.

Prov. xiii. 17.

The following texts
refer to the general
duties of servants:
Eph. vi, 5—7.

Col. iil. 22, 25,

‘Tit. ii. 9, 10,

1 Pet.di. 18.

3rd Collect in Ad-
vent,

See on Prov. xxvi.
6,

clouds and wind

1 John iii. 18.
‘Be what thou
wouldst seemnto be.

Profess not the
knowledge that
thou hast not.

Speak fitly, or be
silent wisely.

‘See on Prov. xx. 6.

xxv. 15. By long forbearing is a prince persuaded, and a soft tongue

Lreaketh the bone. (Explained p. 52.)

The soft conciliating language of Jacob (Gen. xxxii.
4, &c.) and of Abigail (1 Sam. xxv. 24—35), turned
from them the most alarming evils.

The malice of Saul was, in a'measure, disarmed by
David’s long-forbearing. 1 Sam. xxvi. 21—25,

Eccles. x, 4.

Sec on Prov, xv.1,
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Ch. xxv. 18. A4 man that beareth false witness against kis neighbour, is @

maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow.

The witnesses against Naboth, showing that a false
witness is, in some wespects, as bad as a murderer,
1 Kings xxi. 13.

Amaziah’s slander of Amos, as a stirrer-up of sedi-
tion. Amos vii, 10.

The two false witnesses against our Lord. ¢ The
words were ‘true, the evidence false; while they re-
ported the words, they misreported the sense, and thus
swore a true falsehood, and were truly forsworn.”—
Bp. Haoll. Matt, xxvi. 60,61,

The witnesses against Stephen. Aots vi. 13, 14, Pros.
xii. 17.

In these two last instances it was not by direct false-
hood, but by a partial statement of truth, that they in-
volved themselves in the murder of the innocent.

The masters of the damsel possessed with a spirit of
divination. dcts xvi. 21.

The Jews of Asia; their hasty and unfounded ac-
cusation against Paul, that he had taken Trophimus
into the temple, nearly cost him his life. Acts xxi. 28,
29, 31.

Tertullus, a paid orator, to accomplish the legal
murder of Panl (Aas xxiv. 5); but who could prove
none of the things whereof he aceused him, Ps, L. 2,

The 9th command-
ment,

Ps. exx. 2.

Zech, viii, 16, 17.

‘“ The slanderer
wounds three at
once; himself, him
he speaks of, and
him that hears.”~—
Abp. Leighton.

As soon as a person
takes pleasure in
hearing slander, he
is to be ranked in
the number of slan-
derers.

By the approbation
of evil we become
guilty of it.

If we cannot stop
otherss’ mouths, let
us stop our own
ears. Love the truth
and peace. Zech,
viil. 19.

Seeon Prov. xii. 18,

xxv. 19. Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a

droken tooth, and a foot owt of joint.

Micah’s confidence in the Levite, whose motive for
connecting himself with Micah being covetousness and
ambition, he made no scruple of deserting.and robbing
him, when he thought he could better his condition.

Judg. xviii. 20.) *“He that was won with ten shekels
Judg. xvii. 10) may be lost with eleven.” Judg. xviii.
19, 20. Bp. Hall.

David, in the time of his trouble, was deeply wounded
by the treachery of Ahithophel, who had been his
guide, and counsellor, and familiar friend (Ps. lv. 12—
14) ; and in his old age found even in Abiathar incon-
stancy ns a friend. 1 Kingsi. 19, 25.

Benbadad. Hazael, who had been his confidant,
proves his murderer. 2 Kings viii. 8—15.

Ahaz invited Tiglath Pileser to save him from the
king of Syria (2 Kings xvi. 7), which he did (ver. 9);
but from the treasures which he took (ver. 8) for the
gservice, he injured instead of bemnefited him. 2 Chron.
xxviii. 20, 21.

The Israelites depended on Egypt when threatened
by Sennacherib (Zsa. xxx. 1—5); but the Egyptians
proved rather a burden than a help to them, and are
therefore compared to a broken reed (Isa. xxxvi, 6),
which uot only fails the hand that leans upou it, but

H 6

‘We cannot expect
that he ‘that is un-
faithful to God
should be faithful
to us, and hence
the importance of
theinjunctian, ' Be
continually with a
godly man whom
thou knowest to
keep the coonmand-
ments of the Lord,
whose mind is ac-
cording tothy mind,
and will sorrow with
thee if thou shalt
miscarry ; and,
above all, pray to
the Most High that
he will direct thy
way in truth.” (Ee-
clus. xxxvii. 12.15.)
“IWhoso feareth the
Lord shalldirect his
friendship aright.'”
(Ecelus.  vi. 17.)
That affection
which is knit in
God is alone indis-
soluble.
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pierces and wounds it. Their miseries bocame the
derision of the Egyptians. Hosea vii. 16.

Zedekiah was deserted by Pharaoh-hophra (Jer,
xxxvii. 5—7), who had engaged him to rebel against
Nebuchadnezzar, and thus hastened his ruin. Ezek.
xvil, 15 ; xxix. 7. Sece on Proo. xix, 22.

[Ch. xxv. 20,

Ch. xxv. 20. As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as
tinegar upon nitre, so is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart. (Explained

p. 52.)

The Jews in their eaptivily in Babylon ; the unfeel-
ing want of sym;‘athy which they experienced under
their sufferings. Ps. exxxvii. 3, 4.

Darius, when alarmed for the safety of Daniel, was
too full of grief to derive any pleasure from instruments
of musie. Dan. vi. 18.

xxv. 21,
thirsty, gice him water to drink.

The little Israelitish maid’s desire to promote the
welfare of those who had taken her captive. 2 Iings
v. 3.

Elisha thus treated the Syrian army sent against
him. 2 Kings vi. 21—23. '

Azariah, Berechiah, Amass, &c., obedient to the
word of the Lord, clothed and fed their captives
(2 Chron. xxviii. 12—15), mindful that, with them-
selves, were sins against the Lord. 2 Chror. xxviii. 10,

Ananias of Damascus readily and affectionately
executed his commission to Saul of Tarsus, who had
so lately been breathing out threatening and slanghter
against the Christians at Damascus. Aets ix. 17.

The intense anxiety of Paul to impart the bread of
life to his countrymen, though their hearts were filled
with the bitterest enmity against him, Rom. ix. 1—3.
Sce also Aets xxvi. 29.

Qur hlessed Lord’s prayer for his murderers, ¢ who
seems to feel the injury these poor creatures did to
their own souls more than the wounds they gave Him
(Luke xxiii. 34), offering up his blood as well as his
prayers to procure a pardon for those that shed it.”

Reeles. iii. 4.

Rom. xii. 15. Weep
with them that
weep.

If thine enemy be hungry, give kim bread to eat; and if he be

Exod. xxiii. 4, 5.
Prov. xxiv. 17. 29,
Malt. v. 44.

Rom. xii. 20, 21.

““We are the dis-
ciples of him who
died for his enc-
mies.”—Bp.Wilsun.

Litany:

“That it may
please Thee to for-
give our enemies,
persecutors, and
slanderers, and (Lo
turn their hearts.”

Collect for St. Ste-
phen’s Day.

xxv. 22, For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon kis head, and the Lord

shall rexard thee.
David. The influence of his conduet on Saul, and
the Lord’s reward of Saul. Sce p. 52.

xxv. 25, As cold waters to a thirsty soul,

The refreshment to Hagar, wlen perishing in the
wilderness (Gen. xxi. 16—19); and to Samson (Judg.
xv. 18, 19), when sore athirst; and to the panting
hart, as deseribed by David, chased in sultry weatler
over the dusty plains, Pe, xlii. 1, 2.
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80 ig good neis from a fur country.

Jacob hearing of Joseph. Gen. xlv. 25—28,

The messengers who brought the proclamation of
Cyrus to Jerusalem, announcing the restoration of the
Jews, as forctold by Isaiah (lii. 7) ; and which sha-
dowed forth the blessings altendant on the preaching
of the Gospel. Rom. x. 14, 15.

Paul’s joy when o prisoner at Rome, on hearing of
the faith and love of the saints at Colosse (Col. i. 3, 4),
at Ephesus (Epkh.i. 15,16), and at Philippi. Phil. i
3—6.
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Luke ii. 19, 11.
Rev. xiv. 13; Exi.
1—7; xxii. 17.

Ch. xxv. 26. A righteous man falling down before the wicked is us a
troubled fountain, and @ corrupt spring. (Explained p. 21.)

David falling into sin, caused the enemies of the
Lord to blaspheme (2 Sam. xii. 14), and set an example
which some of his own children (Amnon and Absalom)
followed.

Solomon’s fall raised up adversaries against him and
his kingdom_(1 Kings xi. 14.23. 25), led to the separa-
tion of the ten tribes (1 Kings xi. 11); and traces of
the evils he introduced occur even in the reign of
Josiah, 2 Kings xxiii, 13.

Naboth’s murder by the mockery of a judicial pro-
cess (1 Kings xxi. 9—13), showed the very fountain of
justice was corrupted in Israel. Se¢ Bp. Patrick.

The murder of the prophet Zechariah, the son of
Jehoiada, brought great trouble upon Joash and his
kingdom of Judah. 2 Ckron. xxiv. 21—25. -

The destruction of their prophets and righteous men
by the Jews, and the calamities which followed, as
alluded to by our Lord. Matt. xxiii. 34—38.

Cultivate a sclemn
sense of the respon-
sibility attaching to
a religious profes-
sion : on the nature
of which, see the
Baptismal Service.
‘Watch and pray,
that you may act
consistently with it,
and may be pre-
served from dis-
honouring that holy
name by which you
are called. 2 Tim.
ii. 19. Matt. v. 13—
16. Ps. xvil. 5.
Collect for 4th Sun-
day after the Epi-
phany.

Litany:
‘‘ That it may please
Thee....to raise

up them that fal,”
&e.

xxv, 27. It is not good to eat much honey : so for men to search their vien

glory is not glory. (Explained p. 34.)

The presumptuous Babel-builders, one of whose
motives was to make them a name (Gen. xi. 4); in
which hope they have utterly failed, as none of their
names have been recorded in history. Prov. x. 7.

Jehuw’s ostentatious remark to Jehonadab. 2 Kings
x, 16.

Nebuchadnezzar. Dan. iv. 30,

Matthew, in recording his abandonment of every
worldly prospect for Christ, secks no commendation
for it. Matt. ix. 9.

The Jews. Unduc regard to reputation was one
chief source of their unbelicf of our Lord. (Jokn v. 44.)
%Too much desire to please man, mightily prejudiceth
the pleasing of God.”"—Abp. Leighton.

Paul. The pain it was to him to speak well of him-
gelf (2 Cor, xii. 1. 11); his frecly speaking of his thorn

Prov. xxv. 16.
Phil. ii. 3.

He who loves praisc
loves temptation.”

Neither praise nor
dispraise  thyself;
the effect speaks,
thetonguenced noe.

“The devil never
templs us with more
success than when
he tempts us with a
sight of our good
actions."—Up. Wil-
Jon.

0 God, let me so
hide myself that §
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in the flesh (2 Cor. xii. 7. Gal. iv. 14); but not till
fourteen years after the event, alluding to the honour
of having been caught up into the third heaven. (2 Cor.
xii. 2.) “He only mentions this vision in answer to
the false teachers who had disputed his apostolical
power, and coruprehends it all in three sentences, with
mauy excuses for being compelled to make any men-
gon lof it at all.”’—Lyttleton on the Conversion of St.

aul.

Even our blessed Lord sought not his own glory.
John viii. 50.

[Ch, xxv. 28,

may not wrong thee,
and wlsely dlstin-
gulsh between thy
praise and my own.”
—2Bp. Hall.

Phil. 1i. 5—7.

See on Prov. Xxvii,
2.

Ch. xxv. 28. He that hath no rule over his own spirit, is like a city that

is broken dotwn and without walls *.

Esau’s purpose to murder his twin brother. Gen.
xxvii, 41. Pros. xxvii. 3.

Samson’s want of self-govermment, though the
strongest of men. Judg. xvi.

Saul’s attempt to kill his son Jonathan. (1 Sam. xx.
30—33.) Though a king, yet being governed by his
passions, he was in a worse state than the most miser-
able slave.

Nebuchadnezzar. (Dan. iii. 13—19.) He is unfit
to rule others who cannot rule himself.

Paul before his conversion. Acts ix. 1 ; xxvi. 11,

The mob at Ephesus respecting their goddess Diana.
Acts xix. 28—34.

The Philippian jailor on the very point of gelf-
destruction. Adets xvi. 27.

Abraham, without a murmur, offered up his only-
begotten (Heb. xi. 17), and bore alone the anguish such
a command must have involved. ¢Tt.is thine, O Lord!
to will, mine to obey.”

The remarkable rule over her own spirit shown by
the Shunammite woman when accosted by Gehazi.
2 Kings iv. 26.

The more than human dignity of our Lord on his
trial, in his replies to the high priest (Jokn xviii. 20—
23) and to Pilate (John xix. 11), and especially in his
silence (Matt. xxvii, 14), contrasted even with him
who was not a whit hehind the chief of the Apostles.
Aects xxiii, 3.

Prov. xix. 19; xxii.
24.

Accustom  yourself
to self-control in
matters of small
Tnoment, as a train-
ing for those ot
greater importance.

Learn to be abused
without being an-
ery.

Argue coolly and
from  conscience,
not for victory.

Give soft words and
hard arguments.

¢ Is it not evident
weakness to be able
to suffer nothing, to
think it strength
and greatness of
spirit to bear no-
thing, to be aensible
of every touch.”—
A4bp. Leighton.

Collect for 4th Sun-
day after Easter.

See on Prov. xavi.
32,

xxvi. 2. As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse

causeless shall not come. (Explained p. 52.)

Balaam’s curse came not on Israel (Neh. xiii, 2) ;
nor Goliath’s (1 Sam. xvii. 43); nor Shimei’s (2 Sam.
xvi. 5) on David.

The curse upon the children of Bethel was not with-
out a cause (2 Kings ii. 24); nor that on Jericho (Josh.

1 Pet. iil. 18.

Who can curse
whom God has not
curged? yea, such

* It was thought a pecullar shame and reproach to a city to be without walls. See

Neh. ii. 17,
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vi. 26); and 500 years after it was uttered, it overtook
Hiel in the destruction of his children Abiram and
Segub. 1 Kings xvi. 34.
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shall be cursed
themselves,

Ps. cix. 17.

Ch, xxvi, 4. Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be

like unto him. (Explained p, 12.)

David, though he had been anointed to be the future
king of Israel (1 Sam. xvi. 13), did not, in his answer
to his brother (1 Sam. xvii. 29), betray the same loss
of temper as his brother. (1 Sam. xvii. 28.) A eivil
answer to .a rude speech costs mot much, and it is
worth a great deal.

The Jews’ treatment of Rabshakeh’s insolence.
2 Kiings xviii. 36.

Jeremiah went his way (Jer. xxviil. 11), not entering
into further altercation with so violent a man (ver. 10)
as Hananiah, waiting till God directed him what to say
and do.

Michael, the archangel, his mild rebuke of Satan.
Jude 9.

Prov. xvii. 14,
1 Pet. il. 21—23.

Never  reprove
pride with pride,
nor check passion
with passion, nor
speak against bit-
terness of spirit
with a bitter spirit.

Ps. cxli. 3.

xxvi. 6. He that sendeth -a message by the hand of a fool cutteth off the

Jeet, and drinketh damage. (Explained p. 52.)

The ten spies, sent at the petition of the Israelites
(Deut. i. 22), occasioned great evil by their evil report
of the promised land. Numb. xiii. 32 ; xiv. 20—36.

Benhadad, by sending Hazael to Elisha, bronght
destruction on himself. 2 Kings viii. 8—15.

Prov. x. 26; xiii.
7. See on Prov.
XXv. 13, on the du-
ties of servants.

xxvi,"7. The legs of the lame are not equal, so is @ parable in the mouth

of fools. (Explained p. 53.)

How unseemly in so-determinately a wicked man as
Balaam taking up his parable and expressing his de-
sire to die the death of the righteous ! Nuwm. xxiii.
7—10.

The wicked referred to by the Pealmist. Ps. 1. 16.

The hypoerite’s advice to his brother. Matt. vii. 4, 5.

The proverb (“ Physician, heal thyself ”) applied by
the men of Nazareth to our Lord. Luke iv. 23.

xxvi. 8. _As he that bindeth o stone in a sling, so is he
to a fool. (Explained p. 53.)

The congregation who yielded obedience to Koral,
who, being only a Levite, sought the priestbood. NVum.
avi. 11, 32, 33.

The honour put by the Shechemites npon Abime-
lech, the base-born son of Gideon. Judy. ix. 6.

Ahasuerus’ promotion of Haman the Agagite. (Esth.
ili. 1.) “The authority committed to the wicked may
be sometimes compared to putting a sword or a loaded
pistol into 2 madman’s hands.”

Joel and Abiah only brought discredit upon their
father. 1 Sam, viii. 1—b,

Prov. xvii. 7.
Collect for 1st Sun-
day after Epiphany,
praying not only for
8 knowledge of our
duty, but that our
conduct may be
consistent with our
knowledge.

that giveth honour

Prov. xxvi. 1.
Prayer in Ember
week: ‘‘ Lay hauds
suddenly on no
man,” &e.



184 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERDS BY

[Ch. xxvi. 9,

Ch. xxvi. 9. As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, so is a

parable in the mouth of foole.

The devil referring to Seripture, and our Lord con-
founding him by Seripture. X[au. iv.

The proverb adopted by the Jews. Ezckiel showed
the misapplication they had made of it, by vindicating
God’s justice in their punishment. Ezck. xviii. 2, &ec.

Sce on Prov. xxvi.
7.

xxvi. 11, As a dog returneth to kis omit, so a fool returncth to kis folly.

The Sodomites, being divinely delivered by the help
of Abraham, who overthrew the army that had spoiled
them, and recovered the spoil (Gen. xiv. 14—24),
forgat their former punishment and marvellous deli-
verance, and ran furiously into more foul sius, wherein
they utterly perished by a most terrible vengeance.
Gen. xviii. 20 ; xix. 24. Melancthon.

Pharaoh, after his confession of his sinfuluess, (Ezod.
ix. 27—34.) God had no sooner doue thundering than
he had done fearing. (Sec also ch. xiv.5.) Many have
had great and heavy afflictions one after another, and
been humbled, and yet not made humble ; humbled by
foree in their outward condition, but not humbled in
their inward temper.

Ahab “rends his clothes, not his heart ; he puts on
sackeloth, not amendment ; he lies in sackeloth, but
be lies in his idolatry ; he walks softly, he walks not
sincerely;” after his deep humiliation before God, giving
himself up to the guidance of the prophets of Baal.
(1 Kings xxi. 27 ; xxii. 6—8.) Never rest in convic-
tions till they end in conversion.

The drunkard, as deseribed Prov. xxiii. 35, though
admitting the many evils his sin brought upon him,
and which are so forcibly shown in verses 29—34.

Herod, after hearing John the Baptist, and doing
many things which he taught, murdered him. (Mark
¥i. 20—27.) Outward reformation of life can no more
quicken or change the heart of the sinner dead in
trespasses and sins, than the putting a fine garment on
a corpse could raise it to life.

Parable of the man with an unclean spirit. (Matt.
xii. 43—45.) “Let every man that would avoid a
return to his former iniquity, be infinitely careful to
avoid every new sin, for it is like a blow to 2 broken
leg, or a burden to a crushed arm. Every little thing
disorders the new health and unfinished recovery.”’—
J. Taylor.

False teachers under the Gospel. 2 Pet. ii. 22.

Demas. 2 Tim. iv. 10.

xxvi. J2.
a fool than of kin.

The sluggard, as alluded to Prov. xxvi. 16,and which
refers to the connexion between sloth and self-conceit,

Jer. xiii. 23.

2 Pet. ii. 20—22.
Ps, Ixxxv. 8; wvii.
5.

Those who have
been dedicated to
God in baptism, and
in confirmalion
have professed to re-
nounce sin, should
be warned by this
proverb to exercise
frequent self-exa-
mination how far
by neglect of the
Scriptures, of pri-
vate prayer, the
holy sacrament, by
love of sinful plea-
sure, by the indul-
gence of inlempe-
rance, impurity,.
vanity, pride, cove-
tousness, and other
evil tempers, they
are giving signs o«
return to a worldly
life,

Seest thow a man wise in his own conceit 2 there is more hope of

1 Cor. iii. 18, 19;
viii, 2.



to xxvi, 25.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,

Sloth makes men igmorant, and ignorance makes them
impudent,

The Pharisces’ rejoction of our Lord (Jokn ix. 34—
41. DMatt, xxiii. 17—33), so that publicans and harlots
entered the kingdom of heaven hefore them (Matt. xxi.
31); as for instance Zaccheus (Luke xix. 9), and the
woman that was a sinner. Luke vii. 36—50.

The Church of Laodicea. (Ree. iii. 17.) The first
sturbling-block in the school of morality is this,—man
forgets that he is a fallen creature. Hope in Christ is
founded on despair of self.
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Isa. 1xvi. 2.
1 Pet. v. 5.

It is some good de-
gree of improve-
ment when we are
afraid to be posi-
tive,

Ch. xxvi. 23. Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd corered

with silrer dross.

Jacob’s sons, who had bereaved him of his child,
rising up to comfort him, Ger. xxxvii. 35.

Absalom’s condescension to the men of Israel, in
connexion with the utter worthlessness of his charae-
ter, and the wickedness of the object of his courteous-
ness to them, 2 Sam. xv. 5, 6. 10.

Joal’s hypocritical salutation of Abner. 2 Sam. xx.
9, 10. Proo. x. 11.

Sanballat’s profession of friendship to Nehemiah,
the words of whose mouth were iniquity and deceit.
Neh. vi, 2.

The sordid mean man who, with the wish to be
thought liberal, grudges the entertainment he gives.
Pror. xxiii, 6, 7.

Ezekiel’s hearers. Ezek. xxxiii. 31.

The Pharisees and Herodians, Masz. xxii. 16, 18,

Judas joined with Peter in the solemn declaration
of attachment to our Lord (Mark xiv. 31), at the very
moment lie was deliberately plotting to betray him,
which he did with a kiss. Luke xxii. 47, 48,

Prov. xv. 17.
Rom. xii. 9.
Eph. iv. I5.

Deeds
words
lcaves,

are fruite,
are  but

See on Prov. x. 18.

xxvi. 24, 25. He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up
deceit within him ; when he speaketh fair, believe him not; for there are seren

abominations in his heart. (Explained p. 53.)

Cain talked with Abel in a friendly manner (as one
brother speaks to another), and then rose up on a
sudden and slew him. Gen. iv. 8. Y Jokn iii, 2. Bp.
Patrick.

Absalom, in the murder of his brother Amnon.
2 Sum. xiii, 24—29.

The treachery of Jeremiah’s brethren, who, though
they spoke friendly to him, had endeavoured to cxeite
the multitude against him. Jer. xii. G.

Rabshakeh’s fair promises to the Jews. 2 Kings
xviii. 31.

Herod to the wise men. Matt. ii. 8.

Nehemiah believed not Sanballat. Nek. vi. 1—d.

A crafty hypocrite
never means so ill
as when he speaks
fairest.

1 Thess, v. 21,

Isa. viii. 20.
Litany: “From...
the crafts . ., of the
devil, Good Lord
deliver us.”
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But Eve fell a vietim from believing the foir speak-

ing of the devil (Gen. iii. ), and this is the general

character of his temptation in every age. 2 Cor. xi. 3.

Ch. xxvi. 27. Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein ;
a stone, it «will retwrn upon him.

Jacob deceived his father with o kid (Ger. xxvii. 9.
14, &c.); more than forty years after, his children
deceive him with a kid. Gen. xxxvii. 31, 32.

David artfully contrived the murder of Uriah by the
sword (2 Sam. xi. 14, 15) ; and the providence of God
so appointed it, that the sword never departed from
his house. 2 Sam. xii. 10. Jer. ii. 19,

Haman, Esth. vii. 10. Ps. ix. 15,

Bigthan and Teresh’s attempt to assassinate Ala-
suerus, Esth. il. 21—23.

Cush, the Benjamite ; see Ps. vii. 15, 16, and the
title to this Psalm. ‘

Daniel’s accusers, their bad counsel, but worst to the
giver, taken in their own craftiness. Dan. vi. 4—9.13.
24. Proo. xi. 5, 6.

The Jews put our Lord to death, that the Romans
night not come and take away their place and nation ;
by that very act they drew down the vengeance of God,
which God, as we learn from profane history, appointed
the Romans to execute. John xi. 48.

[Ch. xxvi. 27,

See vn Prov, x. 18.

and he that rolleth

Prov. xx. 17; xxvi.
26.

Eceles. x. 8.
Numb. xxxii. 23.
Jer. iv. 18, 5
The deceiver is
often ruined by de-
ceit.

There is no Iaw
more just than that
the contrivers of
destruction should
perish by their own
acts.

See on Prov. xd, 27;
xxviii. 10.

xxvi. 28. A lying tongue hateth those that are affficted by it :

The Jews uttered mntruths against our Lord (Jokn
viii. 41); and when the lie was exposed to them (ver.
42—47), hated him the more. John viii. 48; x. 32, 33;
xv. 22—24.

The accusers of Stephen, namely, those of the syna-
gogues of the Libertines, Cyrenians, &c., attemgted to
perjure away his life, because they could not resist his
wisdom. Aots vi. 9. 14.

The devil, who ruined our first parents by a lie (Gen.
iii.), has never ceased his enmity against their pos-
terity. 1 Pet. v. 8.

and a flattcring mouth workell ruin.

Twenty thousand men fell a sacrifice to'Absa.lom's
flattery. 2 Sam. xv, 4—6 ; xviii. 7. Prov. xi. 9.

Ahah’s prophets. 1 Kings xxii. 11, 12,

The adulteress, whose lips drop as an honeycomb,
and her mouth is smoother than oil, but whose house
inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead, her
steps take hold on hell. Prov. ii. 16. 18,19 ; v. 3—5.

The false prophets among the Jews in the time of
Jercmiah. Jer. xiv. 14—16. Ps. xii. 2, 3. .

Those who flattered Herod Agrippa (Aefs xil. 22,
23) ; illustrating the remark, that never is a mortal s0

Epb. iv. 29-32.

‘“He that injures
another, hates him
in proportion to the
injury.”—Tacitus.

If such is the ma-
lignity of a lying
tongue, how careful
should we be to
avoid lying.

Eph. iv. 25.

“We are disposed
to love those who
profess to admire
us."— Arisbotle.

A flattering mouth
is an open se-
pulchre.

1 John iii. 18.

See on Prov. xxix.
5; xx. 19.



to xxvii, 2.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
near destruction as when he forgets that he is mortal.
Know thyself, and then no flattery can deceive thee,

Ok. xxvii. 1.
a day may bring forth.

Cherdorlaomer’s sudden overthrow in the dead of
the night, at the moment he had been subduing all the
kings around him. Gen. xiv. 15. Eecles. ix. 12.

Jonathan comforted himself with the prospect of
renewing his friendship with David when David
should become king (1 Sam. xxiii. 17), but a far other
fate awaited him, 1 Sam. xxxi, 2.

Abner, who promises kingdoms (2 Sam. iii. 9, 10),
cannot secure to himself onme certain hour of life.
2 Sam. iii. 27.

Benhadad (1 Kings xx. 3—31), when girding on his
harness, vainly boasted as he that taketh it off.
Ver. 11.

Ahab’s direction respecting Micaiah, 1 Kings xxii.
26, 27..34—37.

Haman, (Esth, v. 12 vii. 1. 10.) He who in the
morning all knees bowed unto as more than a man,
now hangs up like a despised vermin for a prey to the
ravens. Bp. Hall.

Nebuchadnezzar’s sudden insanity. Dan. iv. 30, 31
—33.

Belshazzar’s great promises to Daniel to make him
the third ruler in the kingdom, but his destruction on
that very night in the midst of his festivity. Dan. v.
30. Job xxvii. 20, 21.

The rich fool in the parable, (Luke xii. 20.) The
God in whose hands your breath is, may have dated
your death much earlier than you are dating it
Yourself.

Though neither Jephthah (Judg. xi. 34, 35), nor
Ishbosheth lé2 Sam. iv. G, 7), nor the Shunammite
woman (2 Kings iv. 18—20), nor the men on whom
the tower of Siloam fell (Luke xiii. 4, 5), boasted of to-
morrow, in their history is illustrated how liitle we
know what & day may bring forth. It is good in a
fair morning to think of the storm that may arise
before night.

The manner in which Paul expresses his purpose of
visiting Corinth (1 Cor, xvi. 7%: Philippi (Phil. ii. 19.
23, 24), aud Thessalonica (1 Thess. iii. 11), shows the
spirit in which all our plans should be formed.
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Boast not thyself of to-morrow; for thow knowest mnot what

Prov. iii. 27, 23.
James iv. 13, 14.
Burial Service :
Sentences when
they come to the
grave, while the
corpse is made
ready to be laid in
the earth,

Commination Ser-
vice: ‘ Therefore,
brethren, take we
heed by times while
the day of salva-
tion,” &c.

Let none defer re-
pentance. Put not
that off too late
which cannot te
done too soon. He
who hath promised
pardon, hath not
promised  to-mor-
row. To sin inthe
bope of mercy is the
greatest abuse of
mercy. 1f I put off
God to-day He may
put me off to-mor-
row. Prov. i, 24—
ar

Communion
vice:
Collect beginning,
“ Assist us mercl-
fully, O Lord, in
these our supplica-
tions, " &c

Ps. xec. 12,

Ser-

xxvil. 2. Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; q

stranger, and not thine own lips.

Our Lord’s notice of the Centurion (Matt. viii. 10),
and of John the Baptist (Matt. xi, 11; Jokn v. 35),
contrasted with their account of themselves. Matt.
viii. 8; iii, 11 ; Jokn iii. 29, 30,

‘‘Scarce any show
themselves to ad-
vantage who are
over solicitous of
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Luke is highly spoken of by St. Paul in his Epistles
(Gol. iv. 14. 2 Tom. iv. 11), but never in his own
writings alludes to any thing he said or did, to reflect
credit on himself, though with the Apostle in many of
the scenes referred to in the Acts. (Aefs xvi. 11 5 xx,
6—xxviii.) “O God, if we do aught that is good, it is
thine own act and not ours! Crown thine own work
m us, and take Thou the glory.”—Bp. Hall.

Samuel (1 Sam. xii, 3) and Paul (2 Cor. xi. 12, &ec.)
commended themselves, but the glory of God, the
eredit of religion, the cause of truth and self-vindication,
required it.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERDS by [Ch. xxvii, 3,

»

doing s0.” — Bp.

Buller.

“ Speech of aman's
self ought to be sel-
dom and well che-
sen."—Lord Bacon.

See on Prov. xxv.
27; xxvii. 21,

Ch. xxvii, 3. A stone is heavy and the sand weighty, but a fool’s wrath is

hearier than them both,

Balaam’s was a fool’s wrath. Numb. xxii. 27.

The servant who, when he had been forgiven by his
master ten thousand talents, equivalent to many
hundred thousand pounds, would not forgive his fellow-
servant one hundred pence. Matt. xviii. 30. Bp.
Patrick.

David was for the moment overcome by anger, but
it did not rest in his bosom, the sun did not go down
upon his wrath. 1 Sam. xxv. 33.

xxvii. 4.
stand before enty?

Envy led Cain to murder his brother. Gen. iv. 4, 5,
8. 1 John iii. 12.

Moses, the meekest of men, was tlie object of envy,
pot only to Dathan, &e. (IVumb. xvi.), but even to his
own brother and sister. Numb. xii. 2.

Envy will often conceal itself under the garb of
friendship. Thus Saul sought to murder David (1.Sam,
xviil. 23), envious of his praise. 1 Sam. xviii. 7—9.

Envy is unwearied ; Paul had to encounter violent
assaults from the fury of the Gentiles, as, for instance,
at Ephesus (Acts xix.), but they passed off ; wo never
read of the Gentiles persecuting him from city to city,
but it was far otherwise with the Jews, who, filled
with envy (Acts xiii. 45—50), never ceased their per-
seeution. Acts xiv, 19 ; xvii. 5.

Through envy the Jews killed the Prince of life,
desiring a murderer in his stead. Matt, xxvii. 18,
Aots iii. 14, 15.

Envy will often involve the innocent : thus Saul,
through envy of David (1 Sum. xviii. 5—9), murdered
a city of the Lord’s priests. 1 Sam. xxii. 17—19.

The chicef priests who envied our Lord (Mark xv.
10), sought to destroy Lazarus also. Johr xii. 10.

Prov. xvii. 12,
Eph. iv. 26.

Say nothing to any
one in a fury, for
that is like putting
to sea in 2 storm.
Wise men, remem-
lering their own
infirmilies, bear
with those of others.
See on Prov, xxv.
28.

Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to

Proy. vi. 34.
Gal. v. 16—26.
James iil, 16.

“Envy is the
daughter of pride,
the author of re-
venge and murder,
the beginner of se-
dition, and the per-
petual tormentor of
virtue."—Socrates.

“ Nature in every
man is both envious
and dlsdainful, and
never loves to ho-
nour another, but
wlicn it may be an
honour to itself."—
Bp. Hall,

Litany :

“Trom envy, good
Lord, deliver us.”

See on Prov. xiv.
80,



to xxvii, 7.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,

Ch. xxvii, 5. Open rcbuke is bettor than secret loze.

Paul’s open rebuke of Peter was a greater act of
friendship to him, than had he, to spare his fcelings,
Ieft him in error. (Gal. ii. 11—14.) No friendship can
excuse a sin.

Adam would have better shown his love to Eve, by
reproving her, than by hearkening to her voice. Gen.
iii. 6, 17.

El’i’s was not open rebuke of Hophni and Phineas.
He did not exercise his authority to restrain them,
(1 Sam. ii. 23 ; iii. 13.) We are guilty of the cvil we
might have hindered.

David’s love to Adonijah was secret love, too fearful
of offending him by rebuling him (1 Kings i. 6), and
this foolish son became the calamity of his father.
Prov. xix. 13.

Azariah’s rebuke of Uzziah (2 Chron. xxvi. 17—21),
though attended with such humiliating eonsequences
to Uzziah, was better than Urijah’s compliance with
Ahaz (2 Kings xvi. 16); Ahaz, thus encouraged in
sin, cven by the High Priest, perished in his iniquity.

The fidelity of Paul in reproving the Corinthians,
considering how many tears and how much anguish of
heart it cost Lim. 2 Cor. ii. 2, 3.

His intense love for the Galatians, shown in his
manner of reproving them. Gal. iv. 16. 19,
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Prov. xxviii. 23.
Lev. xix. 17.

1 Tim. v. 20,
Eph. iv, 15.

“ Reckon them
faithful, not who
praise every thing
thou sayest or doest,
but those who re-
prove what f{s
amiss.”"—Isocrales.

‘“It is nogood office
to make my friend
more vicious or
more a fool; I will
restrain his folly,
but not nurse it,"—
J. Taylor.

The reproof given is
a duty discharged.
I thank that man
as my friend
through whose ad-
vice I am enabled
to wipe off the ble-
mishes of my soul
before the appear-
ance of the awful
Judge.” — Gregory
the First,

xxvil. 6. Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy

are deceitful.

Nchemiah’s reproof of the nobles, and the good
result attending it (Neh. v. 7—13), but the deceitful-
ness of Geshem’s friendship for him. Vek. vi. 2.

The prophet Jehu’s reproof of Jehoshaphat, which
was followed by his increased diligence in duty (2 Chron.
xix. 2—11), was much to be preferred before Ahab’s
deceitful hospitality to him (2 Chron. xviii. 2, 3), which
ensnared him to go to Ramoth-Gilead, where he nearly
loat his life (1 I ings xxii. 32), and brought the anger
of God upon him. (2 Clron. xix. 2.) All are not [riends
that speak us fair. See on Proe. xxvii. 14.

Our Lord’s reproof of Martha (Luke x. 41, 42. John
xi. 8), and of Peter (Luke xxii, G1), which brought
him to repentance.

Our Lord upbraided the Apostles for their unbelicf
(Mark xvi. 14), but did not withdraw his confidencc
from them. Ver. 15.

Ps. cxli. 5.

Job v. 17, 18.
Rev. iii. 19.
Prov. xxviii. 23.

‘“There cannot be
a more worthy im-
provementof friend-
ghip than in a fer-
vent opposition o
the sina of those we
love."—Bp. Hall.

Sec on Prov. x. 18;
xxvi. 23.

xxvil. 7. The full soul loatheth an honeycomb ; but to the hungry soul

crery bitter thing is sweet. (Explained p. 19.)

At Nazareth, where our Lord spent nearly thirty
years of his life, when he opened his commission there,
they loathied his instructions, and atterapted to kill
hira. Luke iv. 29, Mark vi. 3. Joha vii. 5.

#“The true scrvant
of God, who hungers
and thirsts altor
righteousness, is
thankful even for
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We read of our Lord going only once to the coasts aMlictlon, beennse it
of Tyre and Sidon, but there the woman of Canaan t’"ggfj him nearer
manifested intense earnestness and great faith, not- 13,_ :x{,, 67. 71.
;gtl;s;anding our Lord’s apparent severity. JMatt. xv. Matt. v. 6.

, 27.

The prodigal son, unsatisfied with o home that fur-
nished him every blessing, but when brought by his
folly and sin to want, would fain have filled his belly
with the husks that the ewine did eat, &e. Luke xv.

12, 13. 16—18, 19.

Ch. xxvii. 8. As a bird that wandereth from her nest*, s0 is @ man that
wandereth from his place.

Cain rendered restless by an accusing conscience, Catechism.
and giviug himself up to a wandering life (Gen. iv. 14), nDe‘;t}l;btowams my
abandoned his religious privileges. (Gen. iv. 16.) To &T5an and labour,
withdraw from prayer is to withdraw from God. &e., to do my duty
Hagar, a. servant, improperly leaving her place, inthatstate of life
brought upon her the reproof of God. Gen. xvi. 6—9. ;f'et;:]:;‘:ﬁ ‘:051;:{'{
David, though commanded by the prophet Gad to me.”
remain 1 Judah (1 Sem.. xxii. 5), and having the. 1 Cor. vil. 20.
promise of God that he should succeed to Saul’s. «He whose levit
throne (1 Sam. xvi. 12, 13), fled through fear of Saul o giscontont makes
into the land of the Philistines (1 Sam. xxvii, 1),.and’ him rashly leave
involved himself thereby in maany-difficulties (1 Sam. ];:d “0“"2;}', or
xxix. 1, 2.), one of which was the danger of fighting oo 0F office, fao
against his own country. We always increase our gelf, but rarely
difficulties by adopting sinful expedients to avoid mends his condi-
them. tion.”"—Bp.Patrick.
Jonah, fleeing from the presence of the Lord, and’ uypstable as water,
the evil which he in consequence brought upon him- thoushalt notexcel.
self. Jonak i. ii. Prov, xiii. 15. vo .
Elijah discontented, and even weary of life, wan- way:,’y Worto the
dered from the path of duty, because a post of danger. soul dwmfh pre-
1 Kings xix..4—9. samed, if it de-
Neﬂmiah, on the contrary, met the danger with fﬁ';:e‘ilt z‘;’;’:lfgﬁ
which he was threatened, and in dependence om the any thing better.
grace of God overcame it, Nch. vi, 11—13. I turned on every
John Mark shrunk from the missionary labours and 5de, mg “g ‘1"“8;
dangers connected with his attendance on Paul and Thos aloms “',nstal';y
his uncle Barnabas (Acts xiii. 13) ; and. this want of rest. Tlou hast
steadiness on his part gave occasion afterwards to a made us for Thy-
contention between those two Apostles, which led to :ilxlf'hgrtei:drle ";’e“s‘;
their separation. Aets xv. 39. till' it find rest in
Those young women, reféerred to by St. Paunl; who Thee.” — Augus-
Jearn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, Une's Confessions.
(1 Tim..v. 13. Bee Tit. 5. 4,5.) To a good wife it is
no punishment to stay at home. A woman’s praise is'
in her household. They that love to be abroad, leave See on Prov. xxi.

their work at home undone. 16.

* This may probably refer to the ostrich,—See Job xxxix. 14, 15



to xxvii, 10,] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

191

Ch. xxvii. 9. Ointiment and perfume rejoice the heart, so doth the sieetness

of @ man's friend by hearty counsel. (Explained p. 36.)

Jonathan encouraged David to trust in God to fulfil
his promises towards him, however great might be his
present distress from the persecution of Saul. (1 Sam.
xvi. 13; xxiii. 16, 17.) David was deeply sensible of
the noble disinterestedness and love of such a friend.
(2 Sam. i. 26.) A faithful friend is a strong defence,
and he that hath found such an one hath found a
treasure. Eeclus. vi. 14.

Ezra was encouraged hy Shechaniah to proceed in
the reformation of the people. Ezra x. 2—4.

With what thankfulness and joy must Peter ever
after have regarded his brother Andrew’s counsel,
who told him he had found the Messiah, and brought
him to Jesus (Jokr i. 41, 42), with whom are the
words of eternal life (Jokn vi. 63), and who made him
a partaker of it! 1 Pet. v. 1.

Nathanael and Philip: Jokn i. 44—51.

“The best friends
are those who sti-
mulate us to that
which is good.”
Heb. x. 24.

A true friend is a
guide, a support, an
eye, a hand, a staff,
a rule — prudent,
tender, constant.

See on Prov. xvii.
17; xxvii. 17,

xxvil. 10. Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, forsake not ;

Hiram’s kindly feeling to Solomon arose from love
to his father (1 Kings v. 1), and: Solomon responded
to that feeling. Ver: 12.

Mephibosheth found a friend in his father Jonathan’s
friend (2 Sam. ix, 6, 7; xxL 7); and truly sympathised
with him im his affliction. 2 Sam. xix. 24—28.

Rehoboam. forsook. his father’s friends, who, by the
advice they gave, were his best friends: 1 Kings xii.
6—8.

Joash, king of Judah, corrupted by- wicked com-
panions (2 Chron. xxiv. 17, 18), murdered the son' of
Jehoiada (2 Chron. xxiv. 22), who had been, in a re-
markable mammer, & friend to him from infancy.
2 Chron. xxii. 11 ; xxiii.

God condescended to take Abraham and his family
into covenant with him. (Gen. xvii. 7. Rom. iv. 11),
and to call Abraham his friend (/sa. xli. 8. James ii
23) : his son Isaac (Heb. xi. 9—20) and grandson
Jacob (Heb. xi. 21. Gen. xxxii. 9; xlvi. 3) did not for-
sake the God of their father,

A long-tried friend
is invaluable, and
it is a duty we owe
our parents when
they are gone, to
love their friends
and consult with
them.

Children adimitted
into covenant with
God by baptism,
and privileged with
pious parents, are
under peculiarly
solemn obligations
not to forsake God.
1 Chron. xxviii. 9.

Exod. xv. 2,

neither go into thy brotker’s house in the day of thy calamity, for better is- a

neighbour that is near than @ brother far off.

The descendants of Jacaob could not trust to the
Edomites, though the descendants of his brother Esau.
Numb, xx. 21. Obad. 12—14,

Joseph received more kindness from his jailor (Gen.
xxxix. 22, 23) than he had from_his.own brothers
(Gen. xxxvii. 20); so little can we depend upon mere
relationship ; and, indeed, had. they desired to befriend
him in his captivity in Egypt, the distance at which
they lived from him, would havc prevented it.

‘A’ brother, il he
be worthy, is the
readiest and nearest
ta be a friend; but
till he be so, he is
but the twilight of
the day, and but
the bLlossom. to the
fairest fruit of Pa-
radise. A brother
does not always



192

David, in his calamity, consulted Jonathan (1 Sam.
xx.), not Eliab, who was neither near, nor had shown
brotherly love. 1 Sam, xvii. 28,

The wounded Jew found more kindness from a Sa-
maritan than from his owu brethren. Luke x. 30—37.

Lysias, a Roman and a heathen, protected Paul
l]'mm assassination by his own countrymen. Aets xxiii.

2. 23.

ILLUSTRATIONs oF PROVERBS By [Ch, xxvii. 17,

make a friend, bhut
a frlend ever makes
a brother ond
more."—J. Taylor.

See on Prov. xviii.
4.

Ch. xxvii. 17. Iron sharpeneth ivon : so a man sharpencth the countenance

of his friend.

Jethro was rejoiced by intercourse with his son-in-
law. (Ezod. xviii. 7—9). Paul by Titus (2 Cor. vii. 6),
and by the friends who met him at Appii Forum. Acts
xxviii. 15.

Abab was sharpened to the commission of crime by
his connexion with Jezebel (1 Kings xxi. 25), and
Herod by Herodias (Mark vi. 19—28), who having
tempted him to the breach of the seventh command-
ment, that of the sixth soon followed.

Heb, x. 24.

Prov. xiii. 20.
1 Cor, xv. 33.

See on Prov. xxvii
9.

xxvii. 18.  Whoso keepeth the fig-tree shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that
waiteth on his master shall be honoured. (Explained p. 23.)

Abraham’s servant, after long and faithful service
(Gen. xxiv. 2), was honoured by the commission with
which he was intrusted, and by the providence of God
guiding him in the execution of it. Gen, xxiv. 12—15,
45. 50.

Deborah. It is remarkable, that though only a nurse
in a family, her burial is recorded in a book of Serip-
ture, which, embracing a period of 2369 years in 50
short chapters, omits many events which we might
bave thought of more importance to record. And we
may fairly infer from the honour paid to her memory
by the family, (the tree under which she was buried
being called allon backuth, ¢ the oak of weeping,’) how
much they loved and respected her in life for her
fidelity. Gen. xxxv. 8. Some flowers and herbs that
grow very low are of very fragrant smell and health-
ful use.

Joseph. We may suppose that when first purchased
as a slave by Potiphar, he, who was,then a lad of only
seventeen years of age, would be put to the meanest
services; but by God’s blessing on his industry, fidelity,
and piety, he rose to be overseer over all his master’s
house, who was captain of the king’s guard. (len.
xxxix. 2—6.) When first committed to prison he
was thrown into a dungeon, and loaded with fetters
(Ps. ev. 18), but a diamond in the mire sullied and
trampled on yet still retains its own worth, and his
good conduet soon atiracted notice and honour from
Lis keeper (Gen. xxxix. 22, 23), who was probably a

The following texts
refer 1o the duties
of servants:

Eph. vi. 5—8.

Col. iii. 22—25.

1 Tim. vi. 1, 2.
Tit. ii. 9, 10.

1 Pet. ii. 18.

True greatness docs
not depend upon
the things we do,
but upon the imind
with which we do
them.

It is not the num-
ber of our gifts, but
ihe diligent use of
them to which our
Master will have
regard. 2 Cor. viii.
12,

““Our ordinary call-
ing is a service to
Christ,though never
s0 mean. Col. iii.
22 — 24" — Judge
Hale.

If our eye be ever
towards God 1In
duty, his eye will
be ever upon us in
mercy.

It is a gracions
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subordinate officer under Potiphar. (Gen. xxxvii. 36 ;
xxxix, 1.) Yet greater honour awaited him when he
entered the service of Pharaoh. Gen. xli. 37—44,

Samuel, as a child in the service of Eli, obtained
his regard, and was in favour with the Lord and also
with man, 1 Sam. ii. 26.

Elisha, who poured water upon the hands of Elijah
(2 Kings iii. 1)), ¢, ¢. waited upon him as his servant,
was very persevering in his attendance upon him
(2 Kiings ii. 2. 4. 6), and obtained a double portion of
his spirit. 2 Kings ii. 9, &e.

The centurion’s servant was no doubt a faithful ser-
vant (Luke vii. 8), and was honoured by the warm
interest his master toolk in his welfare. Luke vii. 2.

The devout soldier who waited on Cormelius con-
tinually. Aots x. 7. Ps. ci. 6.

Parable of the talents. Matt. xxv. 21.

Enoch was highly honoured by his heavenly Master
for his fidelity in the midst of abounding iniquity.
Heb. xi. 5.

Mary Magdalene, among the last at the cross and
the first at the sepulehre (Matt. xxvii. 55, 56. Mark
xv. 47), remained when others went away (Jokn xx.
10, 11) ; her distinguished respect for our Lord was
honoured by his appearing first to her. (Mark xvi. 9.)
They that would see Jesus must seek Him.

Every faithful servant of Christ. John xii. 26. Luke
Xii, 37.

193

Master we gerve,
no duty of ours that
He sees not, that
He acknowledges
not, that He crowns
not. Matt. x. 42.
Isa. xl. 31.

1 Cor. xv. 58.

Rev. iii. 12,

See on Prov. xxii.
29,

Ch, xxvil. 19. s in water face answereth to face, so the heart of man to

man. (Explained p. 53.)

In Ishmael’s persecution of Isaac (Gen. xxi. 9)
every ungodly man may see the tendency of his own
carnal _heart (Gal. iv. 29), which is enmity against
God. Rom. vii1. 7.

The Jews, in their treatment of our Lord, might
have seen their own character in the conduet of their
fathers to the prophets. Mat¢. xxiii. 29—31.

The tendency of men to neglect warnings is common
to all ages—the days of Noah, of Lot, and of the Son
of man, Luke xvii. 26—30.

xxvii. 21.
man to his praise.

David’s humility and wisdom after having killed
Goliath, notwithstanding the high honour to which it
raised him. (1 Swn, xviii. 5. 7, 8. 15, 16. 30). A fino
example, especially .to young men, of modesty and
gober-mindeduess,

Joseph stood the severe test of being flattered by a
king, without being moved to vanity of mind by it.
Gen. yli. 15, 16.

Peler. Aots iii. 11—16 ; x. 25, 26,

The following refe-
rences show that
buman nature is
the same in all ages,
and that from a
study of the cha-
racters of othera we
may learn our own.
Gen. vi. §; vil. 21.
Ps. xiv. 2, 3.

Mark vii. 21—23.
Rom. xv. 4. 1 Cor.
X, 6—12,

As the fining-pot for siloer, and the furnace for gold; s is o

The folly of being
puffed up by praise
appears from the
following passage:
Luke xvii. 10.
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Paul and Barnabas. Aets xiv, 11—15.

Herod. As the furnace discovers what dross is in
the metal when it is melted, so did the praise of the
people discover the pride of his heart. He accepted
flattery, and perished, dcts xii. 21—23,

ILLUSTRATIONS oF PROVERBS BY [Ch. xxvii, 22,

See on Prov. xxvii.
2.

_Ch. xxvii. 22.  Though thou shouldest bray o fool in & mortar among wheat
with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from him,. (Explained p. 36.)

Pharaoh : the most awful plague which was inflicted
on him and his people, namely, the destruction of their
first-born, was the first threatened (Exod. iv. 23), and
the last executed (Ezod. xii. 29, &c.), but none of the
intermediate and milder plagues softened his heart ;
and after the destruction of his first-born, he still per-
sisted in his rebellion agaiust God. Ezod. xiv. 5, &e.

The men of Ashdod acknowledge and smart under
the power of God. Dagon falls before the arlk, and
yet they cling to the worship of this idol (1 Sam. v.
2—7), revering as sacred the very threshold on which
the idol had been disgraced and broken.

Ahaz, in the time of his distress, trespassed yet more
against the Lord, and sacrificed to the gods of Damas.
cus who smote him. 2 Chron. xxviii. 22, 23.

The drunkard, though suffering so severely from
the effects of his sin, yet seeking it again. Prov. xxiii.
35.

The history of the Jews—their desire to return
to Egypt, thongh they had suffered so much from
the cruel bondage of Egypt (Numb. xiv. 4); their
hardened state under affliction, as deseribed by Isaiah
(Zsa. i. 5) and by Jeremiah (Jer. v. 3 ; xliv. 15—23).

Contrast with these David (2 Sam. xv. 26); and Ma-
nasseh, when carried captive to Babylon by Esar-
baddon, king of Assyria. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11—13. 16.

sxviii. 1. The wicked flee when no man pursueth ;

Adam and Eve. Gen. iii. 8.

Joseph’s bretbren : showing that a guilty conseience
exposes men to continual frights, even where no fear
is, and makes them suspicious of every body. Gen.
1. 15.

The Jews, whom irom the fear which guilt inspired,
the sound of a shalen leaf terrified. Lev. xxvi. 36.

Ahab was struck by his guilty conscience at the
sight of Elijah. 1 Kings xxi. 20.

Herod Antipas, the murderer of John the Baptist.
Matt. xiv. 2.  See on Prov. xx. 27.

Felix trembled before his prisoner. Acis xxiv. 25.

but the righteous are bold as a lion. (Explained p. 26.)

Moscs, though standing almost alone, vindicated the
divine bonour by reproving and punishing the whole
nation of the Israelites in rebellion against God, with

Prov. xxiii, 35;
xvil. 10.

Jer. xiii. 23.

The following pas-
sages show how we
ought to act under
affliction :

Eecles. vii, 14:

In the day of ad-
versity consider.
James v. 13:

Is any afflicted? let
him pray.

JobX. 2; xxxiv. 2.

The Lord save us
from the greatest of
all afflictions, an
affliction lost.

See on Prov. xxi.
29,

A guilty conseience
needs 10 accuser.
Without the enjoy-
ment of conscience
we can have no
other.

Conscience is ‘' the
worm that never
dies;” let it be trod-
den upon never so
much, It will turn
agaln.

Ps. xxvii. 1; 3lvi.
1-3.

Acts xxiv. 16.
Heb. x, 19, &¢.
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Aaron at their head. (Frod. xxxii. 20.) 1t is remark-
able how his boldness in reproof of sin was united with
ngony of intercession for their preservation; boldness
at a throne of grace. Esod, xxxii. 11—13.

Joshua’s noble resolution, prepared if mecessary to
stand alone in the service of God (Josk. xxiv. 15) ; a
pattern to all, especially to fathers and masters of
fawilies. See on Prov. ix. 6.

The prophet of Judah. 1 Kirgs xiii. 1—10.

Elijah. 1 Kings xviii. 18 ; 2 Kings i. 15.

Azariah, in reproving Uzziah. 2 Chron. xxvi. 17, 18.

Nehemiah. Nek. vi. 11.

Ezekiel is distinguished for bis bold reproofs of
(Ezek. iii. 8, 9), yet earnest intercession for, his
countrymen (FEzek. ix. 8 ; xi. 13), and his exhortations
to repentance. His fidelity is said to have cost him
his life.

Shadrach, &c., who acted upon the principle that
duty is ours, events are God’s, and in the spirit of the
Apostle’s exhortation. Heb. xiii. 6.

Peter and John (Adcts iv. 18, 19); see also Adcts
v. 41, 42), with regard to the twelve apostles, In Adets
iv. 29 is shown whence they sought and obtained their
boldness. :

Stephen, a beautiful instance of speaking the truth
in love, of bold reproof of sin, and of prayer for his
murderers ( Aots vii. 51—60), thus imitating his divine
Master. Matt. xxiii. 1336, with 37—39.

Paul. (Adcts xx. 22—24 ; xxiv. 25. 1 Thess. ii. 2.
2 Tim. iv. 16, 17.) Little love, little trust; but a great
love brings a great confidence.

Our Lord showed his boldness and valour, not in
the exercise of any fiery passions, not in shedding
others’ blood, but with all-conquering patience and
love, shedding his own. Jokn xviil. 4. 10, 11. 1 Pet.
ii. 23, 24.
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' Whose
should he fear who
RKnows that God is
Propitious to him?
that Supreme King,
the light of whose
countenance is life,
and who, by one
smile, disperses the
darkest cloud and

anger

calms the most tur-
bulent tempest.”"—
Abp. Leighton.

Collect for St. John
the Baptist's Day.

Ch. xxviii. 2, For the transgression of aland, many are the princes thereof ;

During the reign of pious Asa, king of Judah, Jero-
boam, the son of Nebat, was on the throne of Israel at
the beginning of his reign (1 Kings xv. 9), and Ahab,
at the end of it (1 Kings xvi. 29, 2 Chros. xvi. 13),
between whom, were Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri,
Tibui, and Omri (1 Kings xv. xvi.), undermining and
destroying one another, and all following in the steps
of that idolatry which Jeroboam established.

but, by @ man of understanding and knouledge,
prolonged.

1 Tim. ii. 1, 2.
Prayer for the Par-
liament.

Eveuning Prayer.
Prayers for the
Queen and Royal
Family.

Bee on Prov. xxiv.
21.

the state thereof shall be

Joseph, rendered disereet and wise by the Spirit of Prov. xxix. I4,

God (Gen. xli. 36, 39), preserved Egypt from famine.
Gen. xlv, 58,
12
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Hezckiah showed himself to be a man of under-
standing, by his trust in God, and his wisdom and
energy in the reformation of the people, particularly in
the promotion among them of public worship; and
thus Jerusalem’s state was prolonged. 2 Chron. xxxii,
20—26.

Ch. xxviii. 4.

Apostate Saul’s praise of the Ziphites, for their
treachery towards David. 1 Sam. xxiii, 2].

The demagogue Absalom was very popular (2 Sam.
xv.6); and so were Korah and his company among the
seditious Israelites (Vumb. xvi. 2), whom Korah having
seduced to rebellion, praises for their holiness. Vumb.
xvi. 3.

The nobles of Judah’s praise of Tobiah, the Am-
monite, even in the presence of Nehemiah, who knew
so much of his wickedness. Nek. vi. 19.

In the time of Jeremiah, the popularity among the
Jews of false prophets and wicked priests. Jer. v. 30, 31.

The Jews’ praise of Herod Agrippa, the murderer
of the Apostle James, Aets xii. 21—23,

but such as keep the law contend with them.

Elijah (1 Kings xviii. 18 ; xxi. 20) and Micaiah
(1 Kings xxii. 28) contended with Alab. Jeremiah
contended with the Jews, foretelling their seventy
years’ captivity. Jer. xxv. 11, .

Nehemiah eontended with the rich Jews for their
oppression of their poorer brethren (Nek. v. 7—11);
and with the rulers among the priests, for their neglect
of God’s house. IVek. xiii. 11. :

John the Baptist contended with Herod, Matt. xiv. 4.

xxviil. 5. Ewvil men understand not judgment ;

The Israelites, on the very morrow after the de-
struetion of Korah, accused Moses and Aaron of
having killed the people of the Lord. Numb. xvi. 41,

Ahab’s charge against Elijah. 1 Kings xviii, 17.

The Jews, in the time of our Lord, understood not
our Lord’s parables (Mark iv. 11, 12), or the force of
the proofs He gave of being the Messiah, through the
influence of the love of sin—an undue regard to repu-
tation, &c. Jokn v. 44.

The Pharisees understood not the nature of truc
holiness (Luke xi. 42), because self-righteous (Luke
xviii. 9—14), covetous, &e. Luke xvi. 14.

The ruler of the synagogue’s indignation at the sup-

[Ch, xxviii, 4,

See on Prov. xxix.
8.

They that forsake the law, praise the wicked ;

Ps. x. 3; xlix. 18.
1 John iv. 5.

Luke xvi. 15, That
which is highly, &ec.

‘“To be honoured
Ly the unworthy is
olten little better
than disgrace.” —

KBp. Halil,

Eph, v. 11.
Jude 3.

. Collect for St. John

the Baptist's Day,

Dan. xii. 10.
Matt. vi, 28.
1 Cor. ii. 14.
2 Cor. iv. 3, 4.

The state of the
heart has the chief
influence in our
scarch after truth.
They that hate the
light are given up
Lo believe alie; and
they best under-
stand the will of
God who arc most
careful to practise

t
posed breach of the Sabbath by our Lord, Luke xiii. 14. '
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but they that seck the Lord understand all things. (Explained p. 54.)

Jacoh was a man of prayer (Gen. xxxii. 24 ; xlvi. 1),
and on a review of his life, checkered by much afflic-
tion, was fully satisfied as to the wisdom and love of
God in all that had happened to him. Gen. xlviii. 15, 16.

David’s Pealms show that he diligently sought the
Lord, and his history shows that, under many very
difficult circumstances, he was enabled to discover what
was his duty under them. 1 Sawm. xviii. 5—30 ; xxvi.
8—10.

Those addressed by John in his first Epistle. 1 Jokn
i, 20—27.

Pe. xxv. 14.
John vii. 17,
1 Cor. ii. 15.
James i. 5.

If thou desire wis-
dom, keep the com-
mandments, and
the Lord shall give
her unto thee. Ee-
clus. i. 26.

See on Prov. iii. 32.

Ch. xxviii. 6.  Better is the poor that walketh in Lis uprightness, than he

that is perrerse in his ways, though ke be rich.

Elijaly’s condition, though one of extreme poverty
(1 Kings xvii. 4—7), was preferable to Ahab’s, though
a king (1 Kings xxii. 34—37. 2 Kings ii. 11), whose
life was like the troubled sea (1 Kings xxi. 4. Isa.lvii.
20, 21), and who died in his sins, iniquity being his
ruin.

Lazarus, than the rich man. (Luke xvi. 19—23.) All
our pomp the earth covers. Mait. xvi. 26.

Paul was poor. (Phil. iii. 8.) He walked in his
uprightness. (Acts xxiv. 16.) Though a prisoner, tried
for his life, he was happier than Felix his judge. (Aects
xxiv. 24—27.) He was contented in a prison (Phil.
iv. 11); rejoicing under deep affliction (2 Cor. i. 5.12),
and even in the prospect of death. (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.
Phil. i. 21,) Having nothing, he possessed all things.
2 Cor. vi. 10.

Prov. xvi. 19; xix.
1

Jobn vi. 27.
Ps. Ixxxiv. 10—12.

See on Prov. xvi. 8.

xxviii. 9. He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his

prayer shall be abomination.

The Jews, being disobedient to the moral precepts
of the law ([sa. 1. 15, 17; lviii. 2—11), though they
brought, in great abundance, the appointed sacrifices
and offerings, their prayers were rejected. Isa.i. 11.

'1I‘he Jews, in the time of Zechariah, Zech. vii. 11
—13,

xxviii, 10.

Communion  Ser-
vice.

Prayer after each
of the Command-
ments :

“Lord, &c., incline
our hearts,” &ec.

Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he

shall fall himself into his own pit: but the upright shall hace good things in

possession.

The devil, in tempting our first parents, and the
curse that fell upon himself. Gen. iii. 1—6. 14, 15.

Rebelkah causing Jacob to go astray, led to her
being deprived ever after of his society, who was her
favourite son. Gen. xxvii. 13. 43.

Balaam, who taught Balak to put & stumbling-block

13

Matt. xviii. 1-—14.
Ps. xxxvii. 11. 23,

26.
1 Tim. vl 17.
1 Cor, iii. 18, 19.
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in the way of the Israelites. Rer. ii. 14 Numb. xxxi.
15, 16. 8
Sergius Paulus was preserved. dets xiii. 8—12,

ILLUSTRATIONS oF PROVERBs by [Ch. xxviii. 13,

See on Prov. xxvi.
fo

Ch. xxviii, 13.  He that covereth his sins shall not progper ;

Adam. Gen. iii. 12, Job xxxi. 33.

Cain. Gen. iv. 9.

Saul, (1 Sam. xv. 19—21.) It were well if we were
a3 loath to commit sin as we are to confeas it.

Pharaoh (Erod. ix.27) and Balaam (Numb. xxii.
34) confessed their sins, but did not forsake them.
(EBrod. xiv. 5—9. Numd. xxxi. 16.) It is to no pur-
pose to pray against punishment while the sin con-
tinues, Ps. Ixvi. 18,

but whaso confesscth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

The bitten Israelites, on whose repentance a brazen
serpent was, by God’s appointment, raised up for their
cure. Numb. xxi. 7—9. A type of Churist. Joha iii.
14, 15.

David. Ps. li. 3. 2 Sam. xii, 13,

Manasselh. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.

The king and people of Nineveh. Jonak iii. 5—10.
Jer. xviii. 7, 8.

The penitent woman is a beautiful instance of the
Saviour despising not the sighing of a contrite heart.
(Luke vii. 37—50.) Happy is that grief for which the
soul is the holier. Mait. v. 4.

The prodigal son. Luke xv. 18—24.

The penitent thief on the cross (Luke xxiii. 40—43)
contrasted with the impenitent thief, who died re-
proaching and blaspheming Christ, and breathed out
his soul in the agonies of guilt and despair. How
adorable is the wisdom of God, who has thus instructed
us, and by setting the examples of lis justice and
mercy so near together, has taught us to fear without
despair, and to trust without presumption.—Bp. Sher-
lock.

Ephesians (Acts xix. 18, 19); observe the proof
they gave of the sincerity of their repentance.

The restoration of the Jews on their repentance.
Lev. xxvi. 40—42. Hos. xiv. 4.

xxviii. 14. Happy is the man that feareth alway ;

Joseph, in all the changing scenes of his life ; when
aslave in the house of Potiphar (Gen. xxxix, 9), and
when lord of Egypt. (Gen. xlii. 18.) A regard to God
was his great preservative from sin, and consequently
from evil,

Nehemial. Nek. v. 15.

Jol’s holy fear lest his children, in their feasting,
should Liave sinned ; showing a just knowledge of hu-

1Johni. 8, 9.
Exhortation.
Morning Prayer.
Ps. xxxif. 1—5.

“Thou didst not
despise the thief
confessing upon the
cross, nor the sin-
ner weeping upon
thy feet, nor the
Canaanite crying to
Thee in the way,
nor the blushing
adulteress, nor tue
odious publican, nor
the forswearing dis-
ciple, nor the per-
secutor of disciples,
nor thine owy) exe-
cutioners; how can
we be unwelcome
to Thee if we come
with tears in our
eyes, faith in our
hearts, restitution
inourhands. O Sa-
viour! our breasts
are too oft shut
upon Thee; thy ba-
BOIN is ever open to
us."—Bp. Hail.

Confession and ab-
solution in  the
Morning Prayer
and in the Commmu-
njon.

Prov, xiv. 16; xix.
23, .
Ps. it 11; Ixxxix.
7

Isa. xxxiii. 6.
Heb. iv. 1.

“One of the great
ends of rellgion is
to keep man In con-



to xxviii. 17.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,
man nature, nnd how easily we slide from lawful to
forbidden enjoyments. Job i. 5. . )

The happiness of the Churches in Judea, Galilee,
and Samaria. Acts ix. 31.

Panl did not presume on his long course of religious
consistency, as is shown from his Epistle to the Corin-
thians, written twenty years after his conversion. 1 Cor.
ix, 27,

The punishment of the men of Bethshemesh (1 Sam.
vi. 19) and of Uzzah (2 Sam. vi. 6, 7), affords an awful
warning against presumption and irreverence in sacred
things.

Pgter would have eseaped much sorrow had he been
less confident. (Luke xxii. 33,34.) We have never so
much cause to fear as when we fear nothing. Observe
his directions at the close of life (1 Pet. i. 17 ; v. B8);
implying that “none are so high advanced in grace
here below, as to be out of need of fenr. In heaven
only is there no entry for danger, and therefore for
fear.”—Abp. Leighton. Matt. xxvi. 41,

but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischicf

The Canaanites in the time of Joghua (Josh. x. &e.),
who were the descendants of holy Noah. Noah died
only two years before the birth of Abrabam. Con-
sider the warnings which, as a people, they had neg-
lected—the flood ; the destruction of the five cities of
the plain, situated in the very heart of Canaan ; the
instruetion and example of Abraham and the Patri-
archs ; the plagues of Egypt ; the destruction of Pha-
raoh ; the recent destruction of their neighbours, the
eastern Amorites ; the miraculous passage of Jordan ;
the miraculous overthrow of Jericho ; the faith and
preservation of Rahab, and the conmvictions of their
own consciences. (Josh.ii.9.24; v.1.) Thus harden-
ing their hearts, the Lord destroyed them. Josk. x. 40.

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. viii.12),and
at Rome, in the time of Paul, presuming on their re-
ligious privileges. Rom. ii. 3—5.

Herod hardened his heart by putting his reprover
into prison, and the consequence was, that, unawares,
he was drawn by his wicked companion Herodias to
murder him. (Matt. xiv. 1—10.) In his history is
illustrated, that they who are previcusly resolved to
sin, will often be allowed to deceive themselves, by
forming groundless excuses for its commission.
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stant dependence
upon God.” — Bp,
Wilson,

“It is seldom seen
but that what we
do with fear pros-
pereth, wbereas con-
fidence in under-
taking lays even
good endeavours in
the dust.” — Bp.
Hali,

Collect for 2nd Sun-
day after Trinlty.

‘““Be not without
fear to add sin te
sin, and say not, His
mercy is great; He
will be pacified far
the multitude of
my sins; for mercy
and wrath come
from Him, and his
indignation resteth
upon sinners. Make
no tarrying to turn
to the Lord, and
Put not off from day
today; for suddenly
shall the wrath of
the Lord come forth,
and in thy security
thou shalt be de-
stroyed, and perish
in the day of ven-
geance.”

Ecclus. v. 57,
He that lives with-
out fear shall die
without hope.

Litany : ‘‘ From
hardness of heart,
good Lord,” &c.

Ch. xxviil. 17. A4 man that doeth wiolence to the blood of any person shall

Slee to the pit; let mo man stay him. (Explaincd p. 54.)
The Seriptures contain some remarkable insiances
of the punishment of murder.
The murderer Agag hewn in pieces by Samuel,
acting under God’s warrant. 1 Sam. xv. 32, 33,

14

Prov. i. 18.

‘“ By the conviction
and execution of a
murderer  huma-
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in the way of the Lsraelites. Rer. ii. 14 Numb. xxxi.
15, 16. 8.
’Sergius Paulus was preserved. dets xiii. 8—12,

ILLUSTRATIONS oF PROVERBs by [Ch. xxviii. 13,

See on Prov. xxvi.
27.

Ch. xxviil. 13.  He that covereth his sins shall not prosper ;

Adam. Gen. iii. 12. Job xxxi. 33.

Cain. Gen. iv. 9.

Sanl. (1 S, xv. 19—21.) It were well if we were
as loath to commit sin as we are to confess it.

Pharaoh (Erod. ix.27) and Balaam (Numb. xxii.
34) confessed their sins, but did mot forsake them.
(Ezod. xiv. 5—9. Numb. xxxi. 16.) It is to no pur-
pose to pray against punishment while the sin con-
tinues. Ps. Ixvi, 18.

but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

The bitten Israelites, on whose repentanee a brazen
serpent was, by God’s appointment, xaised up for their
cure. Numb. xxi. 7—9. A type of Chuist. Joka iii.
14, 15.

David. Ps. li. 3, 2 Sam. xii. 13.

Manasseh. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.

The king and people of Nineveh. Jonak iii. 5—10,
Jer. xviii. 7, 8.

The penitent woman is a beautiful instance of the
Sariour despising not the sighing of a contrite heart.
(Lauke vii. 37—50.) Happy is that grief for which the
soul is the holier. Mait. v. 4.

The prodigal son. Luke xv. 18—24.

The penitent thief on the cross (Luke xxiii. 40—43)
coutrasted with the impenitent thief, who died re-
proaching and blaspheming Christ, and breathed out
bis soul in the agonies of guilt and despair. How
adorable is the wisdom of Ged, who has thus instructed
us, and by setting the examples of Lis justice and
mercy so near together, has taught us to fear without
despair, and to trust without presumption,—Bp. Sher-
lock.

Ephesians (Adets xix. 18, 19); observe the proof
they gave of the sincerity of their repentance.

The restoration of the Jews on their repentance.
Lev. xxvi. 40—42, Hos. xiv. 4.

xxviii. 14. Happy is the man that feareth alway ;

Joseph, in all the changing scenes of his life ; when
aslave in the house of Potiphar (Glon. xxxix. 9), and
when lord of Egypt. (Gen. xlii. 18.) A regard to God
was his great preservative from sin, and consequently
from evil,

Nehemiah, Nek. v. 15.

Job’s holy fear lest his children, in their feasting,
should have sinned ; showing a just knowledge of hu-

1Johni. 8, 9.
Exhortation.
Morning Prayer.
Ps. xxxii. 1=5. ;

“Thou didst nat
despise the thief
confessing upon the
cross, nor the sin-
ner weeping upon
thy feet, nor the
Canaanite crying to
Thee in the way,
nor the blushing
adulteress, nor the
odious publican, nor
the forswearing dis-
ciple, nor the per-
secutor of disciples,
nor thine owyn exe-
cutioners; how can
we be unwelcome
to Thee if we come
with tears in our
eyes, faith in our
hearts, restitution
inourhands. O Sa-
viour! our breasts
are too oft shut
upon Thee; thy bo-
60IN is ever open to
us."—DBp. Hail.

Confession and ab-
solution in  the
™orning _ Prayer
and in the Commu-
nion.

Prov, xiv. 16; xix.
23.

Ps. ii. 11; Ixxxix.
7

Tsa. xxxiii. 6.
Heb. iv. 1.

“One of the pgreat
ends of religion is
to keep man in con-



to xxviit, 17.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
man nature, and how easily we slide from lawful to
forbidden enjoyments. Job i. 5.

The happiness of the Churches in Judes, Galilee,
and Samaria. Acts ix. 31.

Paul did not presume on his long course of religious
consisteney, as is shown from his Epistle to the Corin-
thians, written twenty years after his conversion. 1 Cor.
ix. 27.

The punishment of the men of Bethshemesh (1 Sam.
vi. 19) and of Uzzah (2 Sam. vi. 6,7), affords an awful
warning against presumption and irreverenee in sacred
things.

Pgter would have escaped much sorrow had he been
less confident. (Luke xxii, 33,34.) We have never so
much cause to fear as when we fear nothing. Observe
his directions at the close of life (1 Pet. i. 17 ; v. b);
implying that “none are eo high advanced in grace
here below, as to be out of need of fear. In heaven
only is there no entry for danger, and thevefore for
fear.”—Adbp. Leighton. Matt. xxvi. 41,

but he that hardeneth his keart shall fall into mischief

The Canaanites in the time of Joshua (Josh. x. &c.),
who were the descendants of holy Noah. Noah died
only two years before the birth of Abraham. Con-
sider the warnings which, as a people, they had neg-
lected—the flood ; the destruction of the five cities of
the plain, situated in the very heart of Canaan ; the
instruction and example of Abraham and the Patri-
archs ; the plagues of Egypt ; the destruction of Pha-
raoh ; the recent destruction of their neighbours, the
eastern Amorites ; the miraculous passage of Jordan ;
the miraculous overthrow of Jericho ; the faith and
preservation of Rahab, and the convictions of their
own consciences. (Josh.ii.9.24; v.1.) Thus harden-
ing their hearts, the Lord destroyed them. Josk. x. 40.

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah (Jer. viii. 12), and
at Rome, in the time of Paul, presuming on their re-
ligious privileges. Rom. ii. 3—5.

Herod bardened his heart by putting his reprover
into prison, and the consequence was, that, unawares,
he was drawn by his wicked companion Herodias to
murder him. (Mate. xiv. 1—10.) In his history is
illustrated, that they who are previously resolved to
sin, will often be nllowed to deceive themselves, by
forming groundless excuses for its commission,
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stant dependence
upon God.” — Bp.
Wilson,

‘1t is seldom seen
but that what we
do with fear pros-
pereth,whereas con-
filence in under-
taking lays even
good endeavours in
the dust.” — Bp.
Hall,

Collect for 2nd Sun-
day after Trinlty.

‘“Be not without
fear to add sin to
sin, and say not, Hls
mercy is great; He
will be pacified far
the multitude of
my sins; for mercy
and wrath come
from Him, and his
indignation resteth
upon sinners. Make
no tarrying to turn
to the Lord, and
put not off from day
to day; for suddenly
shall the wrath of
the Lord come forth,
and in thy security
thou shalt be de-
stroyed, and perish
in the day of ven-
geance.”

Ecclus. v, 5—7,

He that lives with-
out fear shall die
without hape,

Litany : ' From
hardness of heart,
good Lord,” &c.

Ch. xxviii. 17. 4 man that doeth wiolence to the blood of any person shall

Jlee to the pit; let no man stay kim. (Explained p. 54.)
The Scriptures contain some remarkable inslances
of the punishment of murder.
The murderer Agng hewn in picces by Samuel,
acting under God’s warrant. 1 Sam. xv, 32, 33.
14

Prov. i. 18.

{“ By the conviction
and execution of a
murderer huma-



200

Jezebel, the murderer of Naboth (1 Kings xxi. 8—
14. 2 Kingsix. 33. 37) ; Athaliah her daughter, the
murderer of nearly all the sced royal of Judah (2 Kings
xi. 1—16) ; Joash, the murderer of the son of Je-
hoiada, who had saved his life, and placed him on the
throne (2 Chron. xxiv. 20—25), were all overtaken by
a violent death,

Shallum murdered Zachariah (2 IKings xv. 10);
Menahem murdered Shallum (2 Kings xv. 14) ; his
own son Pekahiah was murdered by Pekah (2 Kings
XV, gg); Pekah was murdered by Hoshea. 2 Klings
xv. 30.

‘We start with horror at the guilt of murder; but,in
reference to all great crimes, it is important to trace
the steps by which men were led to their eommission.
Thus, it was covetousness in Ahab (1 Kings xxi. 1—5);
revenge in Absalom (2 Sam. xiii. 28); the indulgence
of a wanton look in David (2 Sam. xi.); the love of
power in Abimelech (Judyg. ix. 2, &c.); envy in Saul
(1 Sam. xviii. 8, 9; xxii. 17), and in the Jews (Matt.
xxvii. 18), which led them to become murderers. In
the traitor Judas it was the love of money. (John xii.
6 ; Matt. xxvi. 14—16.) If, therefore, we would avoid
murder, and the certain and awful punishment de-
nounced against it in this proverb, we must avoid the
secret indulgence of these dispositions, and cultivate
the fruit of the Spirit, remembering that there is no
sin so small, but it tends to the utmost wickedness that
can possibly be committed.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERDs BY [Ch, xxviii. 20,

nity is not extin-
guished  but en-
larged; it is indi-
vidual compassion
overcome by a re-
gard to the general
good."—Fulier.

“If we have not
grace to resist the
beginnings of sin,
where  shall  we
stay ?"—Bp. Hall.

Prov. iv. 23.
1 These. v. 22.
Gal, v. 16—26.

Litany :

“From envy, ha-

tred, and malice,”

&c. *From all the

g‘eceils of the flesh,"”
c.

Ch. xxviii. 20. A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that

maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent.

Abraham, after his disinterestedness in giving up
the well-watered plains of Jordan ; observe God’s pro-
mise to him. (Gen. xiii. 9. 14—16.) Nor was he any
loser by refusing to be made rich by the king of Sodom.
Gen. xiv, 22, 23 ; xv. 1—7 ; xxiv. 1. Ps. exii. 1—3.

His nephew Lot, on the contrary, too eager to be
rich, fell into temptation, and a snare which pierced
him through with many sorrows. Gen. xiii, 10—13;
xiv. 12 ; xix. 15—26. 2 Pet. ii. 8.

Joseph. Gen. xxxix. 5. 23 ; xli. 38—43.

Laban was not true to his word. His sordid and
avaricious disposition led him to act unjustly to his
ncphew, in which he punished himself by the loss of
Jacob’s services. Gen. xxxi. 7.

1¢ appears, from the station of his father (1 Kings
xix. 19), that Elisha gave up many worldly comforts
1o follow Etijah, but he obtained far higher blessings.
2 Kings ii. 9, &e.

His'servant Gehazi, in his haste to be rich, was led
to swearing, lying, and stealing, by obtaining mouney

Prov. xx. 21 ; xxiii.
4

Matt. vi. 83.
Rev. ii. 10.

1 will study more
how to give account
of my little, than
how to make it
more.”—Bp. Hall.

In the hand of God
is the prosperity of
man.

Ecclus. x. 5.

"Seek mot proud
riches, but sueh as
thou mayest pget
justly, use soberly,
distribute  cheer-
fully, and leave con-
tentedly.,” — ZLourd
Bacon.



to xxviii, 26.] BCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
under false pretences, and brought upon himself heavy
punishment. 2 ICings v. 20—27.

Hananiah’s promotion was on account of his fidelity
and piety, ek, vii, 2.

Daniel, Shadrach, &e., though, as princes of Judah,
they had been accustomed to the luxuries of life, made
no compromise of their principles to ingratiate them-
selves with their heathen conqueror (Dan. i. 8; iii. 16);
but they were no losers by their fidelity and self-denial.
Dan. i. 21 ; iii. 30.

Parable of the talents. The servant faithful over
few things, made ruler over many. Matt. xxv. 21.

The Apostles, when wealth was put into their hands,
renounced the opportunity of enriching themselves by
it (Aets vi. 3, 4); and observe the blessing which fol-
lowed upon it (Aets vi, 7), contrasted with the guilt
and misery Judas brought upon himself by the indul-
gence of the love of money. Jokn xii. 6. Matt. xxvii.
3—s.

Some professing Christians alluded to by Paul in
his Firat Epistle to Timothy. 1 T%m. vi. 9—11.

Ch. xxvili. 22. He that hasteth to oe rich hath an
sidereth not that poverty shall come upon kim.

Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld the well-watered
plains (Gen. xiii. 10), and in twenty years after this
choice of Sodom, he lost, in its destruction, all he had.
Gen. xix. 24—30.

“ Lot, who sought this world, lost it ; but Abraham,
who was willing to give up any thing for the honour of
God and religion (Gen. xiii. 9), found it.” Gen. xiii.
14—17. Proo. x. 22 ; xxii. 4.

Achan ; it was through his eye that temptation en-
tered, when he saw among the spoils a goodly Baby-
lonish garment, &e. Josh. vii. 21.

Jehoinkim’s oppression, to enable him to build his
maguificent palace, and the wretchedness and poverty
which came upon him. Jer. xxii. 13, &e.

Nebuchadnezzar’s ambition leading him to oppress
other nations to enrich himself, enlarging his desire as
hell (Hab. ii. 5), and the utter destitution which, for
seven years, God brought upon him, when walking in
his palace, and admiripg the work of his own hands.
Dan. iv. 27—33.

xxviii. 26, ITe that trusteth in his own keart is a jool :

wisely, he shall be delivered.

Hazael. 2 Kings viii. 13.
Johanan rejecting the advice of Jeremiah. Jer. xlii.
7—22 5 xliii. 1—7.
Peter, (Mate, xxvi, 33. 74.) If you would avoid
13
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An unjust buoyer
(Prov. xx. 14) and
a deceitful seller
(Prov. xx. 10) may
be included in the
condemnation pro-
nounced by this
proverb.

What is il gotten
is commonly i1
spent.

Collect for 13th Sun-
day after Trinity.

See on Prov. xv. 27,
evil eye, and con-

Prov. xiii. 11.
Jer. xvii. 11.

“ Hecannever keep
his covenant with
his Gad that makes
not acovenant with
his eyes.”—RBishop
Hall.

Have no attach-
ment to the world,
but in proportion to
the short duration
of thy life. Labour
for the other life,
and consider the
time it must en-
dure.

Ps. cxix. 36.

but whoso walketh

Prov. iii. 7.

1 Cor. x, 12,
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sin, avoid temptation. Temptation despised will con-
quer.

David, in numbering the people, in opposition to
Joal’s advice. (2 Sam. xxiv. 2, &c.) After nine
months he was brought to feel he had done very fool-
ishly. Ver. 10.

The vain confidence of Absalom (2 Sam. xv. 4) con-
trasted with the diffidence of Solomon, the wisest of
men. (1 Kings iii. 7—9.) A wise man knows his own
ignorance, a fool thinks he knows every thing.

Had Naaman continued to trust to the suggestions
of his own mind, he would never have been cured of
his leprosy; but wisely attending to the advice of his
servants, he was delivered. 2 Kings v. 9—14.

Ck. xxviii, 28.

Samuel’s retirement from the court of Saul. 1 Sam.
xv. 35.

Joseph’s fear of Archelaus (Matt. ii. 22), who, as
Josephus informs us, immediately, on succeeding his
father Herod, caused the murder of three thonsand
Jews, for having expressed their disapprobation of an
act of his father’s cruelty. Antig. B. xvii. ¢k. 9, § 3.

but 1wchen they perish, the righteous increase.

After the death of wicked Abaz, there was a great
revival of religion in the reign of his pious son ; and
the temple of the Lord, which he had shut up (2 Chron.
xxviii. 24), was again thronged with devout wor-
shippers. 2 Chron. xxix.; xxx. 13. 25,

Tlie prosperous state of the church after the death
of Herod Agrippa, grandson of the Herod above re-
ferred to. .Acts xii. 23, 24.

xxix. 1. He,
be destroyed, and that wit

The old world, resisting the preaching of Noah for
one hundred and twenty years (1 Pet. iii. 20, 2 Pet.
ii. 5), were swept away by the flood, altogether un-
expectedly to themselves. (Luke xvii, 26, 27.) Whom
mercy by sparing does not reform, judgment without
merey shall finally destroy.

Pharaoh reproved by the ten plagues. The waters
of Egypt turned into blood (Erod. vii. 19—25) : the
plague of frogs (Lrod. viii. 1—15): of lice (Exzod. viii.
16—19) : of flies (Ezod. viii. 20—32) : the murrain of
the ecattle (Ezod. ix. 1—7) : the plague of boils (Erod.
3x. 8—12) : of rain, with hail and fire (Ezod. ix. 13—
35) : of locusts (Erod. x. 1—20) : of darkness ([rod.
X, 21—27) : the denth of the first-born ( Exod, xii, 29),

that bein{
out remedy.

ILLUSTRATIONS oF PROVERBS BY [Ch, xxviii, 28,

‘“There Is no esin
which a man ought
not {o fear, and to
think himself ca-
pable of, since we
have in our corrupt
will the seed of
every sin” — Bp.
Wilson.

Collect for the 4th
Sunday after Tri-
nity.

When the wicked rise, men hide themselves ;

Prov. xxviii.
xxix. 2.

See references on
Prov. xxv. 4, 5, sug-
gesting the duty of
prayer for those in
authority in church
and state, from their
great influence ei-
ther. for good or
evil.

12;

often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly

1 Thess. v. 3. °
Commination Ser-
vice.

Address of the mi-
nister: ' Now, aee-
ing that all they,”
&c.

Whien lesser warn-
ings will not serve,
God looks into his
quiver for deadly
arrows.

Abuse of mercy
ripens us for judg-
ment,



to xxix. 7.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 203

But continuing obstinate in his rebellion against God, Litsny:
he was overtalien with sudden destruction (Esod. xiy, , From hardness of
28), nt the moment he thought himself sure of his " % deliver
prey. Prov. xvi. 5.

Ahab. 1 IKings xvii. 1 ; xviii. 18 ; xx. 42 ; xxi. 20;
xxii.

Ch. xxix. 5. A man that flattereth his neighbour, spreudeth a net Sor Ris
Jeet.
Korah and his company spoke in flattering terms of Ps. xii. 3.
the congregation of the Israelites as holy (INumb, ''Whenwearemost
xvi, 8), though they had been guilty of many sins 3?;2:::2:[:3 l;?; onr
against God. The poison of this flattery is seen in the nerally act rost
disposition of the Israelites to join them (Numb, xvi, foolishly, for those
19), and the ruin they brought on themselves. Numb, }r¥ ‘}’;;:’T'ZL:L‘}:“
xvi. 31, &e, and  pervert thg
The crafty woman of Tekoah, who, under the di- Jjudgment.”—Scots.
rection of Joab (2 Sam. xiv. 3. 19), flattered David
(ver. 20) to induce bim to wink at Absalom’s erime in
causing the murder of his brother (2 Sam. xiii. 28, 29),
for which he ought to have suffered death. (Gen. ix. 6.
Numb. xxxv. 30, 31.) In Absalom’s subsequent re-
bellion, David reaped the bitter fruit of his indulgence.
2 Sam. xv. 13—30.
Shimei’s curses did less harm to David than Ziba's
flattery. (2 Sam. xvi. 3, 4. 11, 12.) He that flatters me
wounds me.
It was by flattery that Daniel's accusers emtangled
Darius, which uitimately led to their own ruin, thus
spreading a net for their own feet as well as for his.
Dan. vi. 7.
The spies sent by the chief priests to entangle our
Lord by flattery, were themselves entangled. Luke XX. gee on Prov. xxvi
21, &e. 28. '

xxix. 6. In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare ; but the
righteous doth sing and rejoice.

Judas. See on Proe. v. 22. Job wviil. 7, 8.
The joy of Paul and Silas (Aets xvi. 25) contrasted fl';;' ™ 17 i

with the sadness of Joseph’s brethren, under the same jymesi. 2.
outward circumstances (Gen. xlii. 21) ; it was wany 1 Pet. i 8.

years after their transgression, but remorse overtook If you would walk
cheerfully, be most

thom at last. careful to walk ho-
lLily.
xxix. 7. The righteous considereth the oause of the poor ;
Job. Job xxix. 13—16. . Lev. xxiii. 22,
The righteous man described by the Psalmist. Ps, Deut- xv. 10
xxxvii. 26 ; exii. 5, Ps. xli. L.

The good wife mentioned in Prov. xxxi. 20.

Josiah. Jer. xxii. 16. .

The enrly Christians’ liberality to the poor, a dis- Let it not grieve
16

1 Cor. xvi. 2.



204 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS DY

tinguishing feature of their character. .Aets iv. 34, 35.
2 Cor, viii. 1—4,

The Apostles’ careful consideration of the cause of
the widows of the Grecians, .4¢ts vi. 1—6.

Barnabas. Adets iv. 37.

Paul. Gal. ii. 10.

[Ch, xxix. 8,

theo to Low down
thine ear to the
poor, and give him
a frlendly answer
with meekness,
Ecclus, iv. 8.

but the wicked regardeth not to know it. (Explained p. 19.)

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah, ¢k. v. 28.
The rich man’s disregard of Lazarus. Luke xvi. 21.
The Priest and Levite. Luke x. 31, 32.

Ch. xxix, 8. Scornful men bring a city into a snare;

Judah. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16, 21.

The rulers of Jerusalem in the time of Isaiah. Isa.
xxviii. 14—22.

The chief priests, &c., in scorning their Messiah.
Matt. xxvii, 39—43.

but wise men turn away wrath.

Moses (Ezod. xxxii. 10—14) and Aaron, Numb. xvi.
48.
Elijah. James v. 18.

Amos. Amos vii. 1—6.
Had there been ten righteous men in Sodom, it
would not have been destroyed. (Gen. xviii. 32.) See

also Jer. v. 1, Ezek, xXii. 30, with respect to Jerusalem, 2

xxix. 10. The blood-thirsty hate the upright ;

Jezebel’s hatred of the prophets of the Lord. 1 I(ings
xvil. 4 ; xix. 2.

The Jews’ frequent attempts to murder Paul. Acts
xxii. 12,

Cain’s hatred of his brother, because he was righte-
ous. (Gen. iv. 8. 1 Jokn iii. 12.) * Godliness is an
abomination to the sinner.”

but the just seck his soul.

Jonathan, whose delight in David, and anxiety for
the preservation of his life, is one of the noblest in-
stances of disinterested frieudship. 1 Sam. xix. 2.

Obadiah. 1 Kirgs aviii. 4.

The Church praying for Peter, when Herod was
thirsting for his blood. Acts xii. 5. . .

Priscilla and Aquila, who, for Paul’s life, laid down
their own necks. Itom. xvi. 4.

xxix. 11, A fool uttereth all his mind :

The imprudence of Samson, in revealing what Le
ought to have concealed. Judg. xvi. 17.

Prov. xxi. 13.

He that mocks at
sin mocks at Ged.

See on Prov. xi, 1.

‘Nothing can make
2 man so good a
patriot as religion.”
—Bp. Hall.

See on Prov. xxviii.

Prov. xxix, 27.
1 Pet. iii. 13, 14.
Matt. v. 10.

1 John iil. 16.

Usually they that
speak mouch, speak
much amiss,



to xxix. 18.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards.

Abraham seems to have concealed, both from Sarah
and the young men, that he had received a command
to offer up his son ; and he did not mention it to Isaac
till they were alone on the mount. Thus he spared
the feelings of Sarah and Isaac, and obviated the diffi-
culties which the young men might have interposed in
the execution of his duty. Gen. xxii.

Joseph did not tell his brethren who he was (Gen.
xlii. 7) till, by a prudent trial of the sincerity of their
love to his brother Benjamin and their father (Gen.
aliv. 18—34), and also of their repentance for their
sin (Gen. xlil. 21), they were shown to be in a fit state
to be the objects of his kindness.

Moses concealed from his father-in-law, Jethro, the
errand upon which God sent him (Ezod. iji. 10), pro-
bably lest he or his own wife should discourage him
from so diffieult and dangerous a duty. Ezod. iv. 18.
Bp. Patrick.

Nathan ; the guarded manner in which, by a parable,
he disguised his purpose, till he had led David to con-
vict himself, 2 Sam. xii. 1—6, 7—13.

205

Weigh thy words in
abalance, and make
a door and bar for
thy mouth. Ecclus.
xxviii. 25.

Most men speak
when they do not
know how to be si-
lent.

‘He is wise who
knows when to hold
his peace.” — Am-
brose.

‘“We must not al-
ways speak all we
know, that were
folly; but what a
man says 3hould be
what he thinks,
otherwise it is kna-
very.”"—Aloniaigne.

See on Prov. xii. 23.

Ch. xxix. 16. When the wicked are multiplied, transgression inereaseth ;

but the righteous shall see their fall.

The old world (Ger. vi. 1—5) ; but their numbers
were no defence against Divine justice (Gen. vi. 1. 3);
and Noah, though he stood alone, saw their fall. Gen.
vii. 23,

Sodom (Ezek. xvi. 49), and Abraliam, who witnessed
its destruction. Ger. xix. 28.

Eccles. viil. 12, 13.
Ps. xxxvil. 34—40.
Ps. xci.

xxix. 18. Wlhere there is no vision, the people perish : (Explained p. 55.)

The consequences to the ten tribes of Israel of
abandoning the priesthood of Aaron. 1 Kings xii. 28
—32; xiv. 14—186.

The corrupt state of the priesthood of Judah, just
before the Babylonian captivity. 2 Chron. xxxvi, 14
-17.

but ke that keepeth the law, happy is he.

Hezekinh (2 Chron. xxix.); the state of Judah in his
reign contrasted with its state in the reign of his
wicked futher. 2 Chron. xxviii, 19—25.

Josiah’s reign (2 Chron. xxxiv. 33 ; xxxv. 18. Jer.
xxii. 16) contrasted with the state of the people in the
reigns of his wicked sons. 2 Chron. xxxvi.

The holy obedience of the first Christians, enjoying
the blessing of faithful mivisters, and their happiness.
Adts ii. 42—47.

Prayer for the
Clergy and People.
‘“ Almighty and
everiasting  God,
who alone workest
great marvels, send
down upon,” &ec.

John xiii. 17,
James i, 22,

Prov. xix. 16.

Ile that keepeth
the commandment
keepeth his  own
soul.
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Ch. xxix. 23. A4 man's pride shall bring him low ;

Adam and Eve, affeeting to be as gods (Gen. iii. 5,
6), lost the image of God, were stripped of their glory,
aud their crown taken from their head. They brought
themselves and their posterity into a state of darkness,
ignorance, and bondage to Satan. 2 Cor. iv. 4.

Hezekiah ; the humbling message he received after
indulging the pride of his lieart, in showing the Baby-
lonian princes his treasures. (2 Klings xx. 16—18.)
¢ That which first overcame man (pride), is the last
thing he overcomes.”—S8t. Augustin.

The fallen angels ; how low their pride (1 Tim. iii. 6)
has brought them. 2 Pet. ii. 4.

but honour shall uphold the kumble in spirit.

Solomon’s humble sense of his own deficiency
(1 Klings iii. 7) leading him to prayer for an under-
standing heart to fulfil the duties of his station to
Grod’s glory. (Ver.9.) God graciously answered his
prayer. (Ver.11—14.) Solomon had wisdom given
him because he did ask it, and wealth, because he did
not. ‘“Had Solomon made wealth his boon he had
failed both of riches and wisdom, now he asks the best
he speeds of all.”—Bp. Hall.

The deep humility of John the Baptist, in always
declaring the infinite inferiority of himself to Christ
(John i. 26, 27); and rejoicing that the ministry of
Chirist would cast his altogether in the shade (Johu iii.
29—31); in connexion with our Lord’s honourable
mention of him as a burning and shining light (Jokn
v. 35); than whom a greater had not arisen among
men. Matt. xi. 11.

The Virgin Mary. Luke i. 28.

The holy and elect angels, their humility in the pre-
sence of God, veiling their faces ([sa. vi. 2); and in
their offices of love to sinful man, ministering even to
the little ones of God’s family on earth. Matz. xviii.
10. Luke xvi. 22. Heb. i. 14.

xxix. 25.  The fear of man bringeth a snare ;

Zedekiah had a regavd for Jeremiah, and wished to
follow his advice, but was hindered from following the
dictates of his conscience by fear of the Jews and of
the princes (Jer. xxxviii. 19—28), and this indecision
sealed his ruin,

Parents of the blind man. Jokn ix. 22.

The ehief rulers in the time of onr Lord. Jokn xii. 42.

Nicodemus. Jokn iii. 2.

Joseph of Arimathea. John xix. 30.

Even the most eminent saints, as, for instance,

Abraham, the father of the faithful, ensnarcd more

[Ch. xxix. 23,

He that would bulld
lastingly must lay
his foundation low.
As man fell by
pride, he recovers
by hunility.

See on Prov. xi. 2;
xviii. 12.

Isa. Ivii. 15; lavi,
1, 2.

Matt. v. 3; xviii.
4; xxiii, 12,

1 Pet. v. 5.

“The more God
honoureth men, the
more they should
humble themselves.
The more bounty
God shows, the
more humility He
Tequires, Humility
teaches us in our
works to draw
strength from God,
not from ourselves ;
in our graces to as-
cribe their goodness
to God and their
weakness to our-
selves.”"—Reynolds.
Hast thou riches?
Hast thou beauty?
Hast thou talents?
Hast thou power?
Be careful not to
provoke the Giver
by abusing the gitt.

See on Prov. xv. 33.
s

Isa. )i, 12.

Matt. x. 28. 33.
Public Baptism of
Infants: ‘'We re-
ceive this child into
the congregation,”
&e.

Care not what the
world say, you are
not to stay long with
them. It is never
right in any thing
with us till we at-
taln to this, —to



to xxx. 5, 6.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.
than once to make a lie his refuge, instead of relying
on the protection of God, Gen. xii, 11—13 ; xx. 2—11.

Isnae. Gen. xxvi. 7.

Aaron seems to have been overawed by the deter-
mined wickedness of the people, and the apprehension
of injury to himself. Jizod. xxxii. 22.

David, though he bad God’s promise that he should
be the king of Israel after Saul. 1 Sam, xvi. 12, 13 ;
xxvii. 1.

Elijah. 1 Kings xix. 3, &e.

Peter. (Matt. xxvi. 69—74.) In bad company we
cannot escape either guilt or grief.

but whoso putteth kis trust in the Lord shall be safe.

Moses, trusting in God, feared not the wrath of Pha-
raoh. (Ieb. xi. 27.) When the whole pation was in
open rebellion, he feared not to denounce God’s anger
against them, forbidding them ever after to enter the
promised land; for forty years he was preserved among
them. Numb. xiv, 22—39. Sece also Erod. xxxii. 20.

Caleb and Joshua, though tbe multitude sought to
stone them. Numb. xiv. 6—10.

Elisha, unmoved and unhurt by Jehoram’s threat-
enivg to murder him. 2 Kingsvi. 31, 32.

Shadrach. See or Prov. i. 33.

The Aposiles, in the extremity of danger, remained
at Jerusalem, and in safety. Aets viii, 1.
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tread on the opinion
of men, and eye
nothing but God's
approbation.

He only walks at
liberty Lhat walks
with God.

John viii. 36.

If men believed the
promises, they
would never be
afraid of their cu-
ties.

Collect for 3rd Sun-
day after the Epi.
phany.

The more reli
gious fear we have
of God, the less
sinful fear we shall
have of men.

Fear him ye saints,
and ye will then
have nothing else
to fear ; make ye his
service your delight.
He’ll make your
wants his care.

Collect for 4th Sun-
day after Trinity.

Ch. xxx. 5, 6. Lrery word of God is puve, He is a shicld unto them that

put their trust in Him; add thou not unto his wcords,
and thou be found a liar.

Abrabam. Gen. xv. 1,

Jacob. Gen. xlvi. 1—4.

Joshua, through a long life, acted upon God’s word
as enjoined upon him (Josh. i. 7—9), and his dying
testimony was, that not one thing had failed of all that
God had spoken. Josh, xxiii. 14.

Solomon’s testimony is to the same effect (1 Kings
viii. 56); and such has been the testimony and experi-
ence of God’s people in every age, they have leen en-
abled so to believe God’s word as to venture tleir
soul’s wellnre for eternity upon it.

David found the protection and comfort of God’s
word under his manifold afflictions reviving and cheer-
ing his spirit. Ps. cxix. 50, Jokn vi. 63,

Paul declares to Timothy (2 7'%m. iii. 16,17) the suf-
ficiency of God’s word to male him perfeet, thoroughly
instructing him in all that it was necessary to believe
and to do.

The Pharisees, who made the word of God of none
effect by their traditions, werc severely reproved by
our Lord. Matt, xv. 2—G,

lest He reprote thee,

Ps. xviii. 30; cxix.
140; Ixxxiv. 9—]2,
eut. iv. 2; xii. 32,
Rev. xxij. 19, 19.
Art. VI. of Church
of England.
Isa. viii. 20.
“Look net for an-
other master, thou
hast the oracles of
God. Noone teaches
like them. Igno-
rance of the Scrip-
tures is the cause ot
all evils,” — Chry-
soslom.

“ The  Scriptures
have God for their
author,  salvation

for their end, and
truth without any
mixture of error for
their  subject.”—
Locke.

* There is no book
on which we cau
rest in a dying mo-
ment but the Bible.”
—Selden.,
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§ 5. PART V.

CHAPTER XXX.—XXXI.

Ch. xxx. 8.  Gire me ncither poverty nor viches, &e.

Agur’s prayer compared with Jacob’s vow, which
expresses the same moderation of desire after the
things of this world, and looking to God as his chief
good. Glen. xxviii. 20,

lJeremiah’s caution to Baruch against ambition. Jer.
xlv, 5.

Paul’s direction to Timothy. 1 Tem. vi. 8—10.

Observe also the spirit of the prayer of our Lord.
Mart, vi. 11—13.

[Ch.xxx.8,

¢ One staff will help
e man in his way,
but a bundle of
staves would bur-
den and wearyhim.”
—Abp. Leighton,

See on Prov. xxiii.
4.

xxx. 12.  There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and

yet is not washed from their filthiness.

Korah and his company, so hardened by the deceit-
fulness of sin, so confident of their holiness (Numb.
xvi. 3), as to appeal to God, and that by a solemn re-
ligious rite, to vindicate their rebellion against his
ministers. Numb. xvi. 18, 19.

The Jews in the time of Isaiah, who, though exeeed-
ingly wicked, pretended to singular holiness. Jsa. lxv.
2—5.

The Pharisees in the time of our Lord. (John ix. 34.
40, 41. Mazt. xxiii. 13, &c.) Hypocrites regard no-
thiog but show, God nothing but truth.

The chief priests, in condemniug our Lord (Matt.
xxvi. 65), furnish an astonishing instance of the incon-
sistency of human nature. At the very moment they
were murdering their Messiah, their consciences wonld
not suffer them to put into the treasury the money
which they themselves had given as the “price of
blood.” So pure were they in their own eyes, that
they would not enter the prator’s hall, lest, as it was
full of Roman soldiers, they should, as their scribes
had taught them, contract defilement by contact with
Gentiles, (Jokn xviii. 28,) The greatest sin that was
ever committed upon earth, was yet considered by the
guilty as a duty. Matt. xxvi. 63, GG.

God is often angry
at that in us which
we are proud of,
and, as in the case
of Saul destroying
the Amalekites,
sees much amiss
in that which we
think well done.

Of some sins we are
not sensible because
they are habitual,
whioh very circum-
stance is an aggra-

vation of their
guilt.
Jer. xvii. 9.

2 Cor. xiii. 5.
Comimunion  Ser-
vice: the Collect:
' Almightly  God,
unto  whom all
hearts,” &c.

See on Prov. xiv.
12; xvi. 2; xxi. 2,

xxxi. 8. Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are ap-

pointed to destruction.

Job’s impartial justice and pityto the afflicted, and
courage in maintaining their cause and right against
their powerful oppressors. (Job xxix. 12.) It was joy
to hin to do judgment. Prov. xxi. 15.

The following re-
ferences show God's
particular care of
the stranger, tlre
fatherless, the wi-



to xxxi. 30.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,

Solomon (in which he is a type of Christ). Ps, lxxii,
2. 12.

Josiah contrasted with Jehoiakim. Jer. xxii. 15—17.

One cause of the captivity of the Jews in Babylon,
was the perversion of justice in their princes and ma-
gistrates. Jer. v. 28, 29.

But though the immediate reference of this proverb
is to magistrates, it admits of a more general applica-
tion. See p. 19.

Abraham’s prayer for Sodom. Ger. xviii.

Judaly’s tender intercession for his brother Benja-
min and his father’s welfare. Ger. xliv. 18—34.

Esther’s petition for her countrymen. Fsth. iv. 16 ;
vii. 3.

Jonathan’s for David. 1 Sam. xix. 4; xx. 32.

The vine-dresser’s for the barren fig-tree. Luke xiii.
8,9.

’ Ahikam’s (son of Shaphan) care of Jeremiah. Jer.
xxvi. 24,

Nicodemus’s defence of our Lord. Jokr vii. 50, 51,

with ver. 1,

Ch. xxxi. 30. Farour is deceitful, and beauty is vain

The snare of the beauty of ungodly women was the
first step towards the corruption of the Church before
the flood. (Ger. vi. 2.) Beauty, if it be not well dis-
ciplined, proves not a friend, but a traitor.

The snare into which the dancing of Herodias’
daughter brought Herod. Mats. xiv. 6, 7.

Sarah’s beauty was Abraham’s snare (Gen. xii. 11;
xx. 2—11) ; and so vain is beauty, that he lived to
desire to bury her out of his sight. Gen. xxiii. 4.

Rebekal’s beauty was Isaac’s snare. Gen. xxvi. 7.

Rachel was beantiful, but envious, and made herself
unhappy and those around her. Gen. xxix. 17 ; xxx.

» 2

Naowi, whose name means beautiful; affliction had,
nfter an interval of ten years, produced such a change
in her appearance, that, on her return home, her
friends scarcely knew her. Ruth i. 19, 20,

Vashiti’s beauty did not preserve her fromn her hus-
band’s anger and disgust. Esth. i. 11, 12. 19, &e.

Absalom (2 Sam. xiv. 25,26 ; xviii. 9) and Adonijah
(1 ICings i. 6), the rebellious sons of David, were dis-
tinguished for their beauty, which probably made him
too indulgent to thein ; for such a tendency is there in
us to overvalue outward appearance, that even aged
Samuel was deceived by the countenance and height of
Eliab (1 Sam. xvi. 6, 7); though, from his experience
of Saul’s conduct (1 Sam. xiii. 13; xv. 23), he must
havo seen how little outward appearance () Sam. ix. 2)
could be depended upon, by which to judge of the
heart, With a hondsome shape, a graceful behaviour,

’
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dow, the needy, and
destitute.

Deut. xxvii. 19.
Ps. Ixviii. 5; Ixxxli.
3, 4, and therefore
our duty.

3rd Collect for Good

Friday. See also
Heb. vii. 25; ix. 24;
referring to our

blessed Lord’s in-
tercession for us.

Prov. xi. 22.
Pg. xxxix. 11.
James i. 11.

1 Pet. i. 24;
9, 4.

1 Tim. ii. 9, 10.

“ That love which
is cemented by
youth and beauty,
when these moulder
and decay, as soon
they do, fades
too. But if hus-
bands and wivesare
each reconciled unto
God in Christ, and
so heirs of life and
one with God, then
are they truly one
in God, each with
the other, and that
is the surest and
sweetest union that
can  be)! — Abp.
Leighton.

iti.
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and a beautiful countenance, may be the deformity of
a worthless mind.

but a woman that fearcth the Lord, she shall be praised.

Sarah, for her faith (Heb. xi. 11) and obedience.
1 Pet. iit. 6.

Jochcbed, the mother of Moses. Ilch. xi. 23.

Ruth. Ruth ii. 5—12. .

Hanpah’s meekness, prayer, praise, and exemplary
conduct as a mother, are recorded by the Holy Spirit
to her honour, and for our imitation. 1 Sam. i.

Esther feared the Lord ; she did not trust to her
beauty, but to prayer to God, to influence Ahasuerus.

Elisabeth, stricken in years (ZLuke i. 5,6); and Anna
the prophetess, eighty-four years of age, but adormed
with the beauty of holiness. Luke ii. 36, 37.

Dorcas. Aets ix. 36—39.

Lois, whose faith is commended by Paul ; and Eunice
(2 Tim. i. 5), an example to mothers. 2 Tim. iii. 15,

[Ch, xxxi. 30.

Prov. xi. 16. A
gracious  woman
tetaineth honour,

i.e. a2 woman dis-
tinguished for her
modesty, meekness,
and prudence, and
other virtues, will
engage affection and
respect when other
accomplishments

fade and decline. '
Prov. xii. 4; xiv. 1.
Choose a good tree,
and then sit down
under its shade.

Prov. xxxi. 11, 28.

1 Cor. iv. 5.
Mal, iii. 17, 18.

The Virgin Mary (Luke i. 28—30), who is com-
mended to us in Scripture for her piety, without any
allusion to her person as beautiful or otherwise.

The Apostle John’s commendation of the elect lady,
to whom he addresses bis Second Epistle. 2 Jokn.

In conclusion, it may be remarked, that the disposition of
mind in which this book should be read, is suggested by the
book itself. There must be the fear of the Lord (Prov. i. 7;
ix. 10), which, as Basil observes, is the only thing that can
purge the soul, and prepare it to be capable of instruction.
There must be a willingness to learn (Prov. i. 5), an earnest
desire after and love of heavenly wisdom, great diligence in
the pursuit of it, accompanied with great humility (Prov. ii.
1—9; xxiii. 12): “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart,
and lean not unto thine own understanding.”—*1In all thy
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” (Pros.
iii, 5, 6.) “If we turn at his reproof, behold he will pour
out his spirit unto us; he will make known Lis words unto
us.” (Prov. i. 28.) “ He giveth grace to the lowly.” Prov.
i, 34; viii, 32—36.
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Beyond the obvious use of this Index (that of affording reference to the
Scripture illustrations contained in this work), aunother may be
mentioned,—namely, that it may suggest topies for examination of
children, especially in reference to Seripture characters : there

being few chbaracters alluded to
throw some light.

AaBoN, his fear of man, xxix. 25; God's
notice of his heart, xv. 11; his aftlic+
tion, xii. 25; wisdom of his silence,
x. 19; 2vii. 27; his soft answer to
lis brother, xv. 1; his atonement for
Israel, xxix. 8.

Abel, his death, xxvii. 4.

Ahel, woman of, her wisdom, xxi. 22.

Abiah, the discredit he brought on his
father, xxvi. 8.

Abiathar, countenanced sedition, xxiv.
21; his inconstaucy us a friend, xxv.
19

Abigail, her dlscretion and its good effect,
Kii. 18; xv.1; xvi. 22; xviii. 21;
Xxv. 15,

Abijali (son of Jerobonm), the son of Nebat,
to whom God showed his favour by
an early death, vili. 17.

Abljam, his preservation for David's sake,

i. 21

xi. 21.

Abimelech, Gideon's base-born son, his
love of power led to murder, xxviii
17; an example of God’s justice, Xiii.
21; the followers of, xii. 1t.

Abishal, his misinterpretation of God's
providenee, xix. 2.

Abner, his vain-glory and cruelty, xiv. 9;
his shameful defeat, xxv, 8; lhis death
an illustration of the uncertainty of
Ilfe, xxvii. 1, and of the retributive
Justice of Ged, xi. 27,

in the Bible on which it does not

Abomination, what is such to God, the
froward, iii. 32; lying lips, i, 22;
the sacrifice of the wicked, xv. 8;
xxi, 27; divers weights, xx. 23; the
prayer of the disobedient, xxviii. 9;
to good men, xxiv. 9.

Abraham, his paying tithes to Melchi-
zedek, iii. 9, 10; his piety, and the
blessing of God upon him, iii. 32,
93; x. 25; xii. 21; xxi, 21; xwviii.
20; xxix. 16; and upon his poste-
rity, xiii. 22; ealled the friend of
God, xxvii. 10; his feeling under the
deferring of his hope of Isaac, xiii.
12, and his joy when it was realized,
xxiii, 24 ; his trial, xvii. 8; his atten-
tion to the instruction of his family,
i. 8; his ready obedience, X. §; his
strong confidence in God, Xxiv. 26;
his prudence, xxix. 11; lus freedom
from covetousness, xi. 25; xv. 27;
his use of rlches, xxiii. 4; his fidelity
as a friend, xvii. 17 ; a man of peace,
Xx. 3; xvii. 14; his energy and cou-
rage in the rescue of his nephew,
xxiv. 11, 12; his prayer for the wicked,
xxxi. §; his conduct in the choice of
a wife for his son, iii. 5, 6; iv. 26;
respected by his heathen nelghbours,
xtil. 15; his care to preserve a good
name, Xxii. 1 ; his want offaith, thouglh
the father of the faitbful, xxix, 25.
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Abraham’s servant sought God's guld-
ance and found it, iii. 5, 6; pon-
dered the path of his feet, iv. 26;
refrained his lips, X. 19; his anxiety
to do his duty, xiv. §; his prayer
speedily answered, xv. 8, 29; his
wisdom, low chiefly shown, xvi. 20;
instructed to speak right by his de-
site to do right, xvi. 23; his dili-
gence, and its reward, xxii. 29 ; pros-
perous issue of his errand, xxv. 13;
Xxvii. 18.

Absalom, his beauty his snare, xxxi. 30;
his self conceit and vain-glary, xx. 6;
xxviii. 26; his revenge led to mur-
der, Xxviii. 17 ; his flattery, xxvi. 23;
and its ruinous effects, xxvi. 28; his
treachery, xxvi. 24, 25; his profane-
ness, making his vow to God a
cloak for rebellion, xxi. 27 ; his
expectations destroyed, xi. 7; xiv.
8; his memory infamous, x. 7; xiv.
17; the follawers of, their folly, xii.
11; and destruction, xxvi. 28.

Abundance, often produces dissatisfaction
and disgust, xxvii. 7.

Achan, his hasiing to be rich, xxviij. 22;
the evil his covetousness brought
upon his family, xv. 27; his destruc-
tion the preservation of the Israelites,
xxi. 18.

Achaicus, a faithful messenger, Xxv, 13,

Achish (king of Gatb), David’s sinful con-
nexion with him, ii. 8.

Actions, how men lose the command of
them, iv, 23; the most insignificant
ennobled by the motive, Xix. 22;
xxvii. 18.

Adam, enticed to sin, i. 10; his affection
for his wife, why defective, xxvii. 5;
his ingratitude, xvii. 13; an instance
of the power of conscience, Xxviii. 1:
his impenitence, Xxviii. 13; charges
God with the guilt of his sin, xix. 3.

Adawm and Eve, awfu) conscquences of
their neglect of exact obedience, Vvii.

2.

Adonibezek, his cruelty, xi. 17; an ex-
ample of the retributive justice of
God, xiii. 21; and of the power of
conscience, xx. 27.

Adonijah, his beauty, xxxi. 30; a spoilt
child, xiii. 24; his rebellion against
his father, xxiv. 21; snared by his
lips, xii. 13; his punishment, Xx.26;

xxv. 4. .
Adonizedec, his league against the people
of God, xi. 21.

Adrammelech and Sharczer, an instance
of God overruling sin to the punish-
ment of sin, xvi. 4,

Adultery, the evil of, vil. 26.

Adulteress, her flattering mouth worketh
ruin, xxvi. 28, X
Adversity a test of friendship, xvii. 17;
fainting under it a proof of weakness,
xxiv. 10; its necessity, Jii. 12. .

Advice, the wisdom of attending to it, xii.
15; xiii. 10.
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Affections, the strict guard with which
they must be kept, iv. 23; when well

x‘;eoguh\ed, contribute to health, xiv.

Afiliction, no one can fully know that of
:.A.qother, xiv. 10; our duty under it,
iii. 1) ; fainting under it, of what a
proof, xxiv. 10; how alleviated, xii.
25; how aggravated, iv. 19; xix. 3;
xXXv. 20; when insupportable, xviii.
14; a proof of God's love, jii. 12; the
privilege of God’s children under it,
Xiv. 26; its benefit in reclaiming the
sinner, xx. 30; and disposing men to
be thankful for the smallest bless-
ings, xxvii. 7; the heart not always
benefited by it, xxvii. 22; the duty
of friendsbip towards those suffering
under it, xvii. 17,

Aged, \yhse? especially entitled to respect,
XVl .

Agrippa (son of Herod Agrippa), his heart-
less negligence to obtain wisdom and
truth, xvii. 16; xxiii. 23.

Agur, his hatred of lying, xiii. 5; wisdom
of his prayer, xxiii. 4.

Ahab, king of Israel, his ignorance that
his sin was the cause of his troubles,
iv. 19; xxviii. 5; his hatred of re-
proof, xv. 12; consequence of sur-
Tounding himself with false prophets,
xxv. 4, 5; though a king, no cause
for envying bim, xxiv, 20; his po-
vertly in the midst of his abundance,
xiii."7; contrasted with the widow of
Zarephath, xvi. 8; and with Taul,
Xv. 16; the influence of his wife
upon bim, xxvii. 17; God's notice of
him, xv. 3, and particularly of his
motives, v. 21; God’s control over
his conduet, xxi. 1; his false repent-
ance, xxvi. 11; his deceitful lospi-
tality to Jehoshaphat, xxvii. 6; his
self-conceit, iii. 7; thorns and snares
in his way, xxii. 5; pursued by evil,
xiii. 21; his fear realized, x. 24; xil.
21 ; the issue of his perverseness,
xi. 3; his destruction sudden, xxvii.
1; xxix. 1; the curse of God in bhis
family, ii. 33.

Ahab (a false prophet in the time of Jere-
miah), his awful punishment, xxi.
28

Ahasuerus, his misplaced honour of Ha-
man, xxvi. §; his hasty condemna-
tion of the Jews, xviil. 13; a fool
laying open bis folly, xiii. 16; made
a mock at sin, xiv. ¥; an illustration
of God's pravidence, xxi. 1.

Alaz, the misery of bis dependence upon
Tilgath-pilneser, xxv. 19; his con-
duct under afliiction, ifi. 11; xxvil.
22; his character held up to peculiar
delestation, X. 7; the benefit to Judah
from bis death, xxviii. 28,

Alaziah (king of Israel and son of Abab},
his vaoin altempt to injure Eljah,
xxii. 8; his hardened impenitence

even on his death-bed, xxi. 28; xi. 8.
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Ahaziah (king of Judsh and nephew to
Ahaziah, king of Israel), an awlul
example of thie evil of ungodly con-
nexlons, xlii. 20,

Ahikam (son of Shaphan), his care of
Jeremiah, xvii. 17; xxxl. 8.

Ahimelech, generously concealing David’s
sin, x. 12. ;

Ahithophel, his treachery, xxv. 19; his
rebellion, xxiv. 21; overruled by God,
xix. 21; Xxii. 12; his wounded spirit,
xviii. 14; an awful warning to the
wicked, v.22; and especially to apos-
tates, xiv. 14; xxi. 16.

Almsgiving does not make poor, iil. 9, 10;
may be without charity, iv. 23.

Amalekite, who brought Saul's crown to
David, xil. 13.

Amalekites, ruined by sin, xiv. 34, and
illustrating its remote consequences,
xiii. 21.

Amasa (son of Hadlai}, his humility and
moderation, xxv. 21.

Amaziah (king of Judah), his punishment
of his father’s raurderers, xx. 26; his
want of watchfulness over his own
heart, iv. 23; his self-will, xv. 10;
his rashness, xxv. 8; love of strife,
xxX. 3; contempt of God's word and
its consequences, Xiii. 13.

Amaziah (a prieet of Bethel), his slander
of Amos, Xxv. 18; his death, xxi. 28.

Ambition, its ruinous effects, xvii. 19;
prayer against the indulgence of it,
xxx. 8. See Humility.

Ambrose quoted, xiv. 8.

Ammon, the princes of, sowed strife be-
tween David and Hanun, xvi. 28.

their rejoicing at the cal
ties of their enemies, xxiv. 17; and
the consequences to themselves, xviii.
21

Ammonites and Moabites, why excluded
the sanctuary, ii. 27.

Amon (son of Manassch), imitated his sin
but not his repentance, xxi. 29.

Amorites, consequence to the Israelites of
not driving them out, xv. 19.

Amos, bis intercessory prayer, xxix. 8.

Amusements, worldly, their danger, as
illusirated by the history of Jacob’s
only daughter, iv. 14, 15; x. 1

Ananias and Sapphira, their death, xviil.
21: an awful example of the folly and
guilt of lying, xii. 19; xlv. 8.

Ananias of Damascus, his conduct to-
wards Saul of Tarsus, xxv. 21.

Anatlith, the men of, their treachery to
Jercmiah, xxiv. 15, 16.

Andrew, a disciple of John the Baptist,
xlii. 20.

Angel of mercy is affliction, iil. 12.

Angels, the fallen, their misery, xiii. 15;
their pride brought them low, xxix.
23.

Angels, the holy, their humility, xxix. 23.
Anger, how stirred ug, xv.1; ungoverned,
to what compared, xxv. 28; if soon
stirred up, of what an evidence, xiv.
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17 ; restraining it, a proof of wisdom,

xvi. 32; xix. 11; compared with envy,

xxvii. 3, 4; of the wicked, xxii. 8.
Anil}agls, God's tender care for them, xii.

Anna, her prayers answered, xv. 8; her
praise, xxxi. 30 ; her honourable old
age, xvi. 31.

Answer, benefit of a soft one, xv. 1;
benefit of 3 seasonable one, xv. 23;
overruled by God, xvi. I.

Answer not a fool according to bis folly,
xxvi. 4.

Answering a matter before we hear it,
Xxviii. 14.

Antioch in Pisidia, the Gentiles of, their
improvement of their privileges, x.
5; the Jews of, their hatred to the
truth, x. 12, and its consequences, X.
21; the devout women there, an in-
stance of self-deceit, xiv. 12.

Antioch in Sytia, the joy of the Christian
Church there, iii. 17.

Antipas, his memory blessed, x. 7.

Apollos, his readiness to be instructed,
i.5; xii. 15; and his ability and sue-
cess in instructing others, xvi. 22;
Xxx3iv. 5.

Apostates, the destruction awaiting themr,
xiv. 14; zxi. 16.

Apostles, could not fully enter into our
Lord’s joys and sorrows, xiv. 10;
their contention, xvii. 19; their weak-
ness of [aith, xxiv. 10; their igno-
rance of Scripture, xix.2; their teach-
ableness, 1. 5; their love of truth,
as illustrated by Peter, James, and
John, xxiii. 23; their wisdom, xvi.
20; whence they derived their wis-
dom, ii. 6; xvi. 1; their sirength,
xxiv. §; their boldness, xxviii. 1;
their trust in God, xxix. 25; their
safety In danger, xviii. 10; xaix.
25; their care to stop contention,
xvii. 14; the success of their mi-
nistry, x. 21; xv.4; their inherit-
ance, iii, 35; their path as the shining
light, iv. 18.

Appearance of cvil to be aveided, iv. 14,
15 -

Appetite, the importance of restraining
it, xxiii. 2.

Appii Forum, Paul met there by the bre-
thren, xviii. 24; xxvii. 17.

Aquila and Prisclila, their love for Paul,
xvii. 17; xxix. 10.

Archelaus, the cause of Joseph's fear of
him, xxviii. 28.

Aristarchus, a true friend, xvii. 17.

Arrow, a false witness compared to, xxv.
18,

Artaxerxes, an illusiration of God's pro-
vidence, xxi. 1 ; his kindgess to Ne-
hemiah, xv. 23.

Asa, his trust in God, iii. 5, 6; xviil. 10;
his punishment of his mother, xx.
26; xxv. 4, 5; neglected to ponder his
path, iv. 26; his misconduct under
reproof, xv, 10,
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Asehel, his rashness, xxv. $; his pride
and death, xvi. 18,

Ashdod, ithe men of, not insiructed by
afftiction, Xxvii. 22,

Asia, the seven Churches of, v. 21.

AssyTians, destruction of 135,000 in one
night, x. 25.

Athaliah (daughter of Jezebel), lier fruit-
less attempt to destroy the family of
David, xxi. 30; xxiv. 20; her death,
Xi. 10; xxviii. 17; her expectation
perishing, x. 23; her memory infa-
mous, X. 7.

Atbenians, their lost opportunity of re-
cciving the Gospel, xvii. 16.

Athenian philosophers, their folly, and
why they never attained to true wis-
dom, i. 7; xiv. 6. .

Atheism, to study without prayer, Xxiii.
23

Attention, nothing can be done well with-
out it, xviii. 1.

Augustin quoted, xxi. §; xxvil, 8.

Augustus Casar, an illustration of God’s
providence, xxi 1.

Authority, when exercised by the wickea,
xxviii. 28; the most desirable is self-
government, xvi. 32.

Avarice, an instance of its leading to
want, i. 30, 31; robs the miser of the
enjoyment of all he possesses, xi. 17,

Azariah (one of the heads of the children
of Ephraim), his humanity to ene-
wies, xxv. 21.

Azariah (the high priest), his bold rebuke
of Uzziah, xxvii. 5; Xxviii. 1.

Azariah (son of Hoshaiah), his pride,
xvi. 18.

BaaL (the prophets of), their exposure of
the folly of tbeir idolatry, xv. 2; their
awful death, xiv. 32.

Baal-pear, destruction of those who joined
bis worship, x. 25; xiii. 20.

Baasha, his ingratitude, v. 21; the de-
struction brought on his family, iii.
33; Exviii. 2.

Babel, the builders of, their vain-glory,
xxv. 27; their perverseness, xxi. 8;
the folly of their attempt to defeat
God’s purposes, xxi. 80; xi. 21;
God’s notice of them, v. 21; that
which they most feared came upon
ihem, Xx. 24. } i

Babylon, causes of its ruin, i. 42; xiv.

4; xvi. 18; an illustration of the
vanity of this world, xiv. 13; xxi,
17 ; xxiiL 4; truth of Scripture illus-
trated by its present state, xii. 19.

Backliting, Doeg an instance of, xi. 13.

Backslider, Lis dislike of correction, xv.
10; the evil awaiting him, xiv. 14;
xxi. 16.

Bacon, Lord, quoted, xiii. 5; xiv. 6; xv.
19; xvi. 20; xxiv. 21; xxviii. 20.
Balaam, his covetousness, xv. 27 ; his folly
in rebuking the ass, xiii. 16; God’s
exact notice of him, v. 21, and contyol
over him, xvi. 1; xxvi. 2; his in-
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conslstency, xii. 26; xxvi. 7; hie per-
verseness, Xi. 3; confessed his sin,
but did not forsake it, xxviil. 13; be-
came a sacrifice to his own evil policy,
xiv. 32; xxviil. 10; his infamy per-
petuated by the Jewish law, x, 7.

Balak, the curse he sought for others
camie upon himself, xi, 27; xxii. 8.

Balance, a false oue, xx. 23.

Baptism, need of frequent self.examina-
tion whether we are fulfilling its vows,
xxvi. 11,

Barabbas, an instance how God overrules
evil for good, xvi. 4.

Darak, hig f{aith, xxi. 31.

Bargain, caution respeeting it, 3xi. 7.

Barnabas, his liberality, xxix. 7; his
friendship for Paul, xvii. 17 ; his dis-
cretion, xxiii, 9; his humility, xxvii.
21; the blessing attending his urinis-
try, xvi. 22; his contention with Paul,
xv. 1; his want of firmness, xxvii. 5

Ba.n;ch, Jeremiah's advice to him, xxiii.

Barzillai, a sincere friend, xvii. 17; a
pattern to the aged, xvi. 31.

Basil (Abp. of Cesarea), quoted, xv. 2.

Bathsheba, her son’s respect to her, xxiii,
22,

Beauty, its vanity, xxxi. 30.

Bede quoted, xix. 22,

Belshazzar, his neglect of warnings, xv,
32; God's notice of his profaneness,
v. 21; xv. 3; the issue of his feast 10
a thousand of his lords, xiv. 13; xx.
1; xxvii. 1; his fears realized, x. 243
driven away in his wickedness, xiv,
82; contrasted with Daniel, x. 2,

Benevolence should be prompt, iii. 27;
how it may be shown by the poor,
Xix. 22; its reward, xi. 25; guilt and
danger of the want of it, xxi. 13;
xxiv. 11, 12,

Benhadad (king of Syria), proud of lis
own power, xvl. 18; his army limiling
that of God, xix. 2; hie drunkenness,
xx. 1; and death, xxvi. 6; xxvii. 1.

Bereans, their anxiety for instruction, i.
5; nv. 14,

Berechiah, his humanity, xxv. 21.

Bethel, the children of, scorners, Xxiv.9;
their destruction, xviii. 7; xxvi. 2;
the lying prophet of, xii. 5, 22.

Bethsaida, had no heart for wisdom, xvii.

16.

Bethshemesh, tlie men of, a warning
against irreverence, xxviii, 14.

Beveridge (Bp.), quoted, iv, 23; xvii. 20.

Bible. See Scriptures.

Bigthan and Teresh, thelr attempt to as-
sassinate Ahasuerus, xxvi. 27; tho
time wlien Mordecai was rewarded
for preventing it, an illustration of
God's providence, xxi. 1.

Bird, wandering from its nest, to what
compared, xxvii. 8.

Diuelx;)ncss, the heart knows its own, xiv.

Blind man at Jerusalem, his treatment by
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the Sanhedrim, a snare to his parents,
xxix. 25.

Blind men by the way-side, want of sym-
pathy in the multitude for them, xiv.

10.
Blood. See Murder.
Bloodthirsty, xxix. 10,
Blossom of life to be given to God, viii.

17.

Boasting, its folly, xxv. 14, and danger,
x. §; xi. 11; its commonness, and
yet the little ground for it, xx. 6;
cautions against it, xxvii. 1.

Boaz, his kindness to aged Naomi, though
only the mother-in-law of his wife,
xxiii. 22.

Bone, what breaketh it, xxv. 15.

Bones, envy the rottenness of, xiv. 30.

Borrower, i8 servant to the lender, xxii.
7; caution against bangqueting upon
borrowing, xxi. 17,

Boyle, quoted, xvii. 3.

Bribery, is not the way to presper, xv. 27.

Brother, the conduct of Cain as one,
xxvii. 4; of Ishmael, xxii. 10; of
Joseph, xvii. 17; of Joseph’s bre-
thren, xix. 21; xxvii. 10; of Judah,
xii. 10; xxxi. 8; of Moses, Xx. 3;
X 27; of Eliab, xii. 16; of Andrew,
xiii. 20; of the man who came to our
Lord, xvi. 2.

Brutes, the objects of a righteous man’s
regard, xii. 10.

Burke, quoted, xiv. 34.

Butler (Bp.), quoted, iv. 23; x. 19. .

Buying and selling, the strictest integrity
required in it, xii. 22; xx.23.

Buying without considering, caution
against it, xiii. 16.

Cararmas (the high priest), his tongue
overruled by God, xvi. 1; the issue
of his sacrificing justice to expedi-
ency, xi. 18.

Caln, his sacrifice, xv. 5; despised in-
struction, i: 7 ; hardened his face, xxi.
29; his deceit towards his brother,
xxvi. 24, 25; the Lord pondered his
goings, v. 21; his trying to hide his
sin, xxvili. 13; his murmuring against
God, xix. 3; his wounded spirit, xviii.
14; his abandonment of his religious
privileges, xxvil. 8.

Cnlamity, the sin of being glad at that of
others, xvil. .

Caleb, his report of the promised lang, xii.
19; his decision, ix.6; his preserva-
tion, xii. 13; xxix. 25; a blessing
descending on his posterity, xdil. 22.

Cansanites, their fears realized, x. 24;
their vain attempt to escape God’s
wrath, xi. 21; sin, their ruin, xiv, 34;
their hardness of heart, xxviii, 14;
driven away in their wickedness, xiv.

32,

Canaan, woman of. See Syro-Pheenician
worman.

Cundle of the Lord, what, xx. 27; of the
wicked, xxiv. 20.
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Capernaum, its neglect of its privileges,
xvii. 16.

Care, prayer is the rest of it, xvi. 3.

Cecil, quoted, iii. 11; xv. 33; xvii. 3;
xix. 2,

Censoriousness, xii. 18.

Centurion, his mercy to others a benefit
to himoself, Xi. 17; his humility, xv,
33; our Lord’s notice of it, xxvii, 2.

Centurion’s servant, xxvii. 18,

Chaldeans, impoverished by sin, x. 3;
;hose jealous of Shadrach, &e., xvi.

8.

Chance, what is so to man is the appoint-
ment of God, xvi. 33; God's govern-
ment of it illustrated by the history of
Ahasuerus, xxi. 1.

Change, caution against a fondness for it,
xxiv, 21.

Character, our, importance of attending
to the suspicious parts of it, iv. 23;
duty of regard to the opinions of
others respecting it, xxii. 1. See Re-
putation.

Charity, enforced, iii. 27; its value de-
pends not so much on the amount, as
on the motive, xix. 22; there may be
much almsgiving aud no charity, iv.
23; those destitute of it shall he them-
selves left helpless, xxi. 13.

Chastening of the Lord, how to be borne,
ifi. 11.  See Correction.

Cheerfulness, xiv. 13; xxix. 6.

Chedorlaomer, his sudden overthrow,
xxvii. 1.

Children, on the education of, xiii. 24;
the duties of, xxiii. 22; the two great
rules for their conduct, i. 7—9; when
a source of joy to their parents, xxiii.
24; undutiful, x. 1; the benefit aris-
ing to them from pious ancestors, Xiii.
22; our Lord an example to them,
Xv. 2; stubborn children, xix. 25

Children of God, their privileges, xiv, 26.

Christ, the Lord Jesus, bhis filial piety,
Xxiii, 22; his tenderness 1o his disci-
ples, X, 12; xvi. 24; his prudence,
ix. 8; xii. 23; xiii. 16; spared his
worde, xvii. 27; his humility, xxv.
27; his anger, xiv. 29; his kindness
to the penitent woman, xvi. 24; hls
direction to the Sadducees, xxiv. 21,
his love for his enewnics, Xxiv. 17;
his sufferings, xiv. 10; had none to
sympathize with him under his suf-
ferings, Xiv. 10; his submission, iii.
11; his dignity on his trial, xxv. 2§;
his prayer for his murderers, xxv. 21;
his omupiscience, v. 21; xv. 11; xvii.
3; the wisdonu of God, and as such
his invitation to sinners, i. 20; pro-~
phecies conecerning him, xii. 19; the
blessedness of thoso who serve him,
iii, 85; xiii-21; xxvii. 18; those who
believe in him delivered from the
fear of death, xii. 28 and their wis-
dom mauifested at the day of judg-
ment, Xxii. 8.

Christians, profcssing, the sclf-deceit of
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many, xiv. 12; their haste to be rich,
as alluded to by Paul, xxviii. 20.

Christians, early, their holy obedience and
distinguished privileges, xxlx. 18;
their liverality, xxix. 7; Pliny’s tcs-
timony to them, xii. 26.

Chrysostom, quoted, Xxx. 5, 6.

Church, one cause of its corruption, be-
fare the flood, xxxi. 30 ; its prayer for
DPeter, xv. 29; its prosperity aiter the
death of Herod Agrippa, xxviii. 23;
its preservation, xxi. 30.

Churches, the seven, of Asia, our Lord's
exact notice of, v. 21.

City, when it rejoiceth, xi. 10; how it is
exalted, xi. 11; what is better than
taking one, xvi. 32; who bring it
into a snare, XXix. 8; what compared
to one broken down, xxv. 28, and to
a strong one xvm 11; who scaleth
it, xxi. 22,

Clouds. witbout rain, a boaster compared
to, Xxv. 14,

Commandment, he that feareth it shall
be rewarded, xiii. 13. -

Commandments of God, the duty and be-
nefit of exact obedience to them, vii.

2.

Compamons, on the choice of, i. 10; iv.
14; ix. 6; xiii. 20; xv. 12

Conceit, 2 man wise in hls own, xxvi. 12,

Confession of sin, encouragement to,
xxviii. 13.

Confidence in danger, how to be attained,
iii. 25, 26; xiv. 26; xxi. 31; mis-
placed, the evil of, xxv. 19,

Congregation of the dead, xxi. 16.

Coniah (son of Jehoiakim), his punish-
ment, iii. 33.

Conscience, its nature and ofﬁce, XX, 27;
its power,xvm 14; xxviii. 1; Rahab,
an instance of one obedlent to its con-
victions, ix. 6; may be scrupulous
without being enligh!cned. XXX. 12;
the contentment arising frorm a good
one, xiv. 14; xxix. 6; Pilate lulling
his to sleep, xvi. 2.

Consideration, the duty of it, before we
act, iv. 26; evil of the want of it,
xXxv. 8,

Consistency, the want of it illustrated in
Jehu, xxi. 8.

Contenllon, one chief source of it, xiii.
10; duty of avoiding it, xvii. 14, isa
fruitful source of other sins, xvii. 19;
a mark of folly to thrust ourselves
into it, and having done so, to feel
bound to maintain it, XXx. 3; a soft
answer will often prevent it, xv. 1.

Contentment enforced, xvi. 8; xxiii. 4;
xxx. 8. A

Controversy, xxv. 9. S§ec Strife.

Corinthians, their change of character by
their conversion, xii. 26; their self-
conceit, xiii. 7; xxi. 2; their strife,
xvii. 19; their obedience under re-
proof, xxv. 12; their ignorance of the
feelings under which Paul wrote his
first epistle, xiv. 10.

Cornelius, his prayer heard, xv. 8. 29 ; his
mercy to others a benefit to hlnself,
xl. 17 his earnestness after re]lglous
ms!rucuon, xv, 14; his growth in
knowledge and grace, iv. 18.

Correction, how it ought to be borne, ili.
11; amark of God's love, iii. 12; to
whom grievous, xv. 10; who espe-
cially need it, x. 13; its benefit, iii.
13; xx.30; on a parents use of ir,
xiii. 24. See Reproof.

Counsel, evil of the want of it, xi. 14;
wisdom of hearkening to it, xii. 15;
none against the Lord, xxi. 30; good,
ils value, xxvii. 9; of the wicked,
xii. 5; of God irresistible, xix. 21;
consequences of not attending to that
of God, i. 30, 31.

Counsels, wise, how to attain, i. 5.

Covetousness, bringa trouble on a man’s
famxly, xv. 27 ; leads to poverty,
xxviii. 22; cautlons against it, xxiii.
4; Ehaha an instance of freedom
from it, iv. 23.

Credulity, cautions against it, xiv, 15;
xxii. 3.

Cretians, their danger from giving heed
to the commandments of men, Xxiii.

Crucifiers of our Lord, those converted at
the day of Pentecost, i, 23.

Cruelty, brings its own punishment, xi.
17 ; to animals, xii. 10,

Cry of the poor, danger of not attending
to it, xxi. 13.

Cunmng, a fool's substitute for wisdom,
xiv. §; xxvi, 27.

Curse comes riot causeless, Xxvi. 2; of
the Lord, iii. 33.

Cush, the Benjamite, xxvi. 27,

Cyprian, quoted, iii. 7.

Cyrus, an illustration of God's providence,
xxi. 1.

DacoN, the incurable folly of its worship-
pers, xxvii, 22.

Damaris, her decision, ix. 6; her im-
provement of religious privilege, x. 5.

Dan, the tribe of, an illustration of the
evil of slotb, xv. 19,

Daniel, his early piety, iv. 14; viil. 17;
pondered the path of his feet, Iv. 26;
his thoughts right, xii. 5; his wisdom,
xi.2; xil. 8; whence he derived his
wisdom, if. 6 ; his humility, xv. 33;
his integrity, xii. 22; his thankful-
ness in anticipation of trial, x. 28;
his peace and safety under it, i. 33;
xiv. 14; his delivcrance from it, xi.
8; the reward of his obedience, x. 2;
xxii. 11; his deep sense of sin, xx. 9;
God’s ready attention to lis prayer,
xv. B.29; in favour with God and
man, xiv:9; xii. 26; xxviii, 20,

Danicl’s accusers, their flattery, xxix. 5
their deceit, xii. 5; its folly, xiv, 8;
its punishment, xii. 13; xxvi. 27,

Darius, an instrument of God's provi-
dence, xxi. 1; his love for Danlel,
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xxv. 20; entangled by flattery, xlv.
15; xxix. 5. i
Darkness, the way of the wicked is as,

iv. 19.

Dathan, his pride, xiil. 10; terms in
which he speaks of Egypt, xv. 2.
Dathan and Abiram, their contempt of

Moses’ expostulation, xv. 32; their
defiance of God and his ministers,
xxi. 29 ; their death, xi. 21; xiv. 32.
David (1) References Lo his bhistory bel;ore

he ded the thr of

temper with his brother, xii. 16; his
-desire to do his duty, xiv. 8; his
humility, xviii. 12; his trust in qu,
iii. 5.7; xiv.206; his strength, xxiv,
5; his wisdom, xii. 8; xxvii. 21;
xxviii. 5; his readiness to take ad-
vice, XX. 3; his preservation from
the danger he incurred by sinful con-
nexions, ii. 8; his exemplary con-
duct to Saul, x, 12; xii. §; xxiv.17;
xxv. 15; his compassion to an Egyp-
tian slave, xi. 17; his care of his pa-
rents, xxiii. 22. (2) On his ascending
the throne—his forgiveness of ene-
mies, XX. 22; his abhorrence of trea-
chery, xx. 26; his way made plain,
xv. 19; his regard for Jonathan's
children, xviii. 24 ; his basty condem-

nation of Mephibosheth, xviii. 13; -

his want of watchfulness, xxviii. 17;
overcome by unbridled passions, vii.
26; his grievous fall, xxv. 26 ; his
vain attempt to hide his sin, xxvi.
27; murdered Unah, v. 21; his pun-
ishment, xi. 31; dezﬁly wounded by
the treachery of Ahithophel, xxv. 19;
an instance of the heart knowing its
own bitterness, xiv. 10; his resig-
nation under chastisernent, iil. 11;
God’s covenant with him, x. 25; evil
of his not hearkening to Joab, xii. 15;
xxviii. 26; too indulgent as a8 father,
Xiii, 24; axvil. 5; his dying advice to
Solomon, xv. 4; his hope in death,
xiv. 32,

Death, how first incurred, xiil. 15; in
the power of the tongue, xviii. 21 ; of
Judas and Peter contrasted, xi. 18;
of the wicked, x. 25; xi. 7; of the
righteous, xiv. 32; dutyof delivering
those drawn unto it, xxiv. I1.

Death etcrnal, may be In the way of it
without knowing it, xiv.12; the road
that leads to it, xxi. 16; Liow to es-
cape it, xii, 28.

Devorah (Rebekal’s nurse), the respect
pald her, xxvii. 18,

Debts, the payment of, enforced, iii. 27;
folly of being surety for those of
others, xiv, 15; deprive a man of his
liberty, xxii. 7.

Deceit, characterizes the designs of the
wlc)ged, xii. 5; often covers hatred,
xxvi. 24, 25; its folly, x. 18; xi. 18;
xiy. 8; its danger, xxvi. 27 ; an aypo-
mination to God, xx. 23.

‘Deceltfulness of sin, xxi, 2.
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Decision, religious, instances of, xxviil. 1.

Delay, caution against, iii. 27; xvii. 16.

Delight, what is 8o to the Lord, xii. 22;
xv. 8.

Demas, entered the path of the wicked,
iv. 14,15 ; his apostasy, xv. 24; xxiii.
23; xxvi. 11,

Demetrius, his deceit, xil. 5; the folly of
his instruction, xvi. 22.

Depravity of human nature, marks of it,
Xix. 3; xxi. 8; beyond human power
to remove, Xx. 9; capable of resisting
the most awful judgments, xxvii. 22,
and overcoming the strongest convic-
tions, xxvi. 11.

Despisers of the Word destroyed, xiii. 13.

Destruction, causes of it,—worldly pros-
perity, i. 32; an ungoverned tongue,
X. 14; xviii. 7; want of wisdom, x
21; perverseness, xi. 3; despising
God’s word, xiii. 13; evil company,
xaiii. 20; prlde, xvl. 18; xvi. 19;
xviii. 12; robbery and injustice, xxi.
7; flattery, xxvi. 28; of the wicked,
no cause of fear to the righteous, iii.
25, 26.

Devices, none effectual against the coun-
sel of the Lord, xix. 21; of the wicked,
bring upon them hatred, xiv. 17;
become their own punishment, i. 30,
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Devil, his falsehood and hatred, xxvi. 28 ;
his mocking at sin, xiv. 9; defeated
by his own weapons, xxv. 2; Xxxvi.
9; Lhe more ruined by his success,
xi. 18. 27; xxvlii. 10; the deceit of
bis counsels, xii. 5; from the ex-
ample of our Lord, how to resist his
wiles, i. 10,

Diligence, the way to compelency, xii.
11; asource of power, xii. 24, and of
honour, xxii. 29; xxvii. 18; necessary
in keeping the heart, iv. 23; wisdom
of, in improving religiou privileges,
X, 5; evil from the want of it, xv. 19.

Dinsh entered into the path of the wicked,
iv. 14; the sorrow she must have in
consequence brought upon her pa-
rents, x. 1.

Dionysius, the Arcopagile, his wisdom,
ix. 6; x. 5.

Diotrephes, his opposition to the apostle
John, x. 8.

Direction from God, how obtained, iil.

, 6.

Discontent, caution against it, xxvii. 8, *~

Discretion, how shown, xix. 11; xxiii. 9;
necessary in giving reproof, ix. §; to
be preferred to eloquence, xvi. 20.

Dishonesty, destructive 1o those who
practise it, xxi. 7; how to cut off
temptation to it, xi. 17.

Disobedience to parents, x. 1.
dren.

Dispules, how to conduct themn, xxv. 9.

Dissembler, the vain-glorious, xiii. 7 ; the
fraudulent. xx. 23; the malicious,
:l(;\'i. 24, 25; the impenitent, xxviil.

See Chil-

K
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Doeg, a tale-bearer, xi. 13; a false-wit-
ness, 1though not speaking a direct
untrath, xxiv. 28; his mischievous
m_ﬂuencc over Saul, xviii. 21; and
wicked compliance with his crueity,
Xxiv. 11,.12,

Dorcas, her memnory blessed, x. 7; dili-
gently seeking good, she procured
favour, xi. 27 ; which js preferable to
silver and gold, xxii. 1.

Doubt: where you doubt, abstain, vii. 2.

Drunkard, returns to his sin as a dog to
his vowmit, xxvi. 11; holden with the
cord of his sius, v. 22; his way hard,
Xiii. 15; evil pursues him, xiii. 21;
remains in the congregation of the
dead, xxi. 16.

Drunkenness, the evil of it, xx. 1.

Duty, attention to it, our chief wisdom,
3iv. 8; to whom it is made plaln,
xv. 195 danger of wandering from it,
XXvil. 3.

EAR, turning .it away from the law,
xxviii. 9.

Early piety, i. 8, 9. See Piety.

Early rising, viii. 17; iostances of, in Jo-
shua, xv..19.

Ear-ring of gold, to what compared, xxv.
12

Ears, stopping them at the cry..of the
poor, xxi. 13; of a fool, xxiil. 9.
Ebed-melech, an Ethiopian, his friend-
ship for Jeremiah, xvii. 17; his re-

markable.preservation, iii..25, 26.

Economy is income, evil of the want of it,
xxi. 17.

Edomites, their-pride, xvi. 18; their con-
duct towards Judah, xvii. 5.

Education, correction an important part
of it, xiii. 24.

Egypt, the propheecy conceruing its pre-
sent state, xii. 19.

Egyptians, spoiled by the Tsraelites, xiii.
22 ; for whom they were a ransom,
xxi. 18; their hiardness of heart,
xxi. 29; were punished for thefr op-
presaion, iii. 31, '32; their idolatry
their ruin, xiv. 34.

Egyptian slave, David's kindness (o ene, |
i 17

xi. 17,
Elah (king of Israel), his drunkenngss, !
xX. 1; his sudden and violent death,

x 25; xxvili. 2.
Lldad and Medad, Moses' feeling towards
them, xiv. 30.

Eleazar and Ithamar, sons of Aaron,-their '

afiction under the loss-of their bro-
thers, xii. 25.

Eli, too indulgent as a parent, xiii. 24;
xiv. 20; xxvii. 5; his harahness to
Hannah, xiv. 10; his daughter-in-
law died of a Droken heart, xviii.
14.

Eliab, Samuel’s mislake concerning him,
xxxi. 30; his unkind conduct to his
younger brother, xii. 16.

Eliakim, his encouraging message to Ile-
zekiah, xxv. 13

INDEX TO ILLUSTRATIONS OF

Eliashib, the grandson of, an inatance
of the evil of forming ungodly con-
nexions, iv. 14.

Elihu, the wisdom of his silence, x. 19;
his respect for the aged, xvi. 31; his
direction under chastisement, iii. 11;
his.care not to give flatiering titles to

- mav, xtii. 5; his desaription of God's
unsearchable wisdam, xxv. 2.

ELlijah, God's care of him, x. 3, and-regard
to his prayer, xv. 8; Xxxix. 8; his
wisdom, xv. 2; -his boldness, xxviii.
1; contrasted with the wiaked, xxviii.
4; his weakness of faith, xxiv. 10;
xxvii. 8; xxix. 25; his translation,
xxvii. 18; contrasted -with : Ahab,
xxviii. 6.

Eliphaz, his harsh.censure of Job, xv. | ;
Xix, 2; his submissian under reproof,

xv. 32,
Elisabeth (mother of John the Baptist),
her praise, xxxi..30.

- Elisha, the benefit which arose to him

Afrom his acquaintance with Elijah,
xiii. 20; xxvii. 18; x=xviiil. 20; his
watohfulness over his own heart, iv.
23; his desire that his good should
not be evil spoken of, xxii. 1; his
trust in, :and preservation Ly, God,
iii. 25, 26 ;. xxix. 25; his death-bed,
xvi. 31; xxil. 11; his reproof of
Joash, xiv. 29; was the real defence
.of Israel, &i. 11; nlicacle wrought by
his dead body, X. 7; his miracles
wrought.no :amendment in the cha-
racter of the Israelites, xxi. 8; his
-servant, xx. 12.

.Eloquence, ils persuasiveness, xvi. 2¢;

discretion ;prefarable -to it, xvi 20.

Elymas, his sin, xvii. 20; his punish-
ment, X. 13; the benefit attending it,
xix, 25.

Emmaus, the two -disciples going to,
their deferred. hape, xiii. 12; their
.conduct under reprocf, xv. 32; ix.
B; xiv. 6; wix. 25; their joy, xii.
25.

Endor, witch ‘of, consequences to Saul of
cansulting her, i. 30, 31.

-Enemies, our duty to, xx. 22; xxiv. 17;

xxv, 21; their false kindness con-
tragted  with (he reproofs of a true
friend, xxvii.G.

Enoch, his translatlon, xii. 28 ; xxvii. 18.

.Envy, destructive of-health, xiv. 80; tho

_prosperity of the wicked no cause for
it, xxiv. 19,20; compared wilh anget
and wrath, xxvii. 4.

Epaphroditus, the messenger of the Phi-
lippians to Pau}, xxv. 13; afine ex-
.ample of Christian love, xvii. 17.

.Ephesians, the change produced on them

by the reception of the Gospel, ix. 6;
xii. 26; xiii. 7; xv. 33.
Ephesus, the mob ot it, stirred up by De-
metrius, Xv. 2; Xxv.28; xxvii. 4.
Epliesus, church of, our Lord’s notice of
it after his asecnsion, v. 21.
Ephrain, men of, their hastiness of tems



PROYERBS BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES,

per, xli. 16; their pride, xtii. 10; .2
warning .againat strife, xvii. 14; xx.
3; when humble were honoured, xv.
33; drunkards of, xx. 1.

Esau, his neglect of. his religions privi-
leges, x. 5; his quarrel with his bro-
ther, x. 1; xxv. 28; his ‘marriage,
X. 1; intent on the present gratifica-
tion of his appetites, xxiii. 2 ; hisheart
overruled by God, xx. 24.

Esau, the house of, God’s punisbment.of
it, iii. 33; xxiv. 18. See Edamites.

Esther, her patriotiam, . xxxi. 8; her
.prayer to God, xvi. 3; xxxi:30; her
appeal to her husband,. xviii. 21;
.came out:of trouble, xii. 13;: & noble
instance.of the:right use of influence,
iil 27.

Ethiopian nobleman, his desire after spi-
ritual knowledge, x. 3; =xv.14; xviii.
1; his teachableness, i. 5; the-bless-
ing .attending .it, xiv. 6; his path as
‘the shining ligbt, iv. 18.

Eunice, her piety-an example. toymathers,
i. 7, 8,9; xxxi 30.

Eve, deceived by the devil, xxvi. 24, 25;
her desire of forbidden knowledge,
xix. 2; her self-deceit,: xiv. 12; her
ingratitude, xvii. 13; “her .disobe-
dience and its awful consequences,
vii. 2; xiii. 15.

Events, God's absolute control aver them,
xvi.9; xix. 21 ; xx. 24; the happiness
of _lleavi.ng all in his hands, iii. 5, 6 ;
xvi. 3.

Bvil, how (o be preserved from the fear
of it, i. 33; foreseen by the prudent,
xxii. 3; directed by God, xxVi.2;
overruled to the benefit.of the right-
eous, xii. 21; the sight of it dan-
gerous, iv. 14, 15; will return upon
those who atternpt it, xxvi.'27; pur-

" sues and clings to sinners from ge-
neration to generation, xii. 21 ; xvii.

13.

Evils, outward, contrasted with those of
the mind, xviii. 14.

Example, its influence, iv. 14, 15; xiii.
.20; instances of those rising above
it, Ix. 6.

Expectation of the wicked, x. 26.

Expediency, worldly, its folly, iii. 7; xi. 18.

Explanation, mutual, the henefit-of, il-
lustrated, xxv. 8.

Extravagance leads to ruin, xxi.<17.

Eaekiel, his boldness and love in the re-
proof -of sln, xxviii, I; his vision of
the destruction of Jerusalem, Xi. 3;
his pleasure in executing.the most
arduous duties, x. 8; God's natice of
him, xv. 3.

Ezekiel, the hearers of, their cars grati-
fied but their hearts unchanged, x.

-§; xxvi. 29,

Ezra, his trust in God, xvi. 3; honoured
of man, xxii. 11; his deep sense of sin,
Xx. 9; xii. 25, his prayer answercd,
XV. 29; encouraged by Shechaniah,
xil. 25; xxvii. 9.
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Rye, an evil, who has it, xxviii. 22.
Eyes .of the Lord in every place, xv. 3;
preserve knowledge, xxii. 12.

P.An:;-xxutin the day of adversity, xxiv.

Balth, ii..5..26 ; . xvi. 3; xviii. 10.

Fditbful man abounds with blessings,
xxviil 20.

Faithful spirit, how ghown, xi. 13.

Families, their prosperity, how best pro-
moted, xiii. 22.

Family religion, Abraham’s attestion to
t,-ii. 5,6.

Fathers, .instances of those who had joy
in their children, x. 1; xxiii. 24.
Favour, how to obtain it, xi. 27; xiii. 15;

xiv. 9; the deceitfulness of, xxxi. 30.
Fear; remedy against it, i. 33; iii. 25, 26.
Fear. of the Lord, -exhortation to, xxiv.

21; theblessing it confers on poverty,

xv. 16; the foundation of all wisdom,

i. 7;-xv. 33; the canfidence it in-

-8pires, Xiv. 26 ; the reward attending
it, xiii. 13; .xxxi. 30; the happiness
of him who makes it the ruling prin-

ciple, xxviii. 14.

Fear of man, xxix. 25.
Fear of the wicked, x. 24.
Feasting, caution :respecting it, xxiii, 1

—3

Fees, Hophni and Phinehas ravening for
theirs, xv. 27.

Felix, though .a heathen, an instance of
the power of conscienee, 'xxvhi. I;
-holden with the cords of his -sins, v.
.22;:his:precrastination ended in final
apostaay, @vii. :16; conlrasted with
Paul, xxvlii. 6.

Festus, his: inahility to.account for Paul's
conduct, xiv. 10.

Fickleness, caution against it, xxvii. 8.

Fidelity, - bappy .offects of, xxv. 13; in
dealing, xii.'22; in reproof, xxvii. 5.

Fig-tree, who shall eat the fruit of it,
XXvii. 18.

Filtbiness, these not washedfrom it, xxx.
12

Fining-pot for silver, &c., xxvii. 2).

I-‘i!s!-fmgits, God -to be honoured wilh,
lid. 0.

Flattery, often nsed to conceal -hatred,
xxvi. 24, 26; is ruinous, xxvi. 28;
xxix. 5; of a man’s self, xiv. 12.

Folly, proofs of it, despising instruction,
1. 7; abuse of -prosperity, i..32; vain
boasting, x. §; deceit and slander, x
18; following vain persons, xii. 11;
self-conceit, xii. 15; ‘irritable temper,
xii. 16; xiv. 17. 29; expecling to
prosper by deceit, xiv. §; mocking at
sin, xiv.9; credulity, xiv, 15; fretting
ogainst the Lord, xix. 3; drunken-
ness, xx. 1; maddling, xx. 3; want
of forethought, xxii. 3; how to treat
it, x. 13; xxiii. 9; incurable, xxvi,
11, 12; xxvil. 22.

Foolishness, the heart of fools proclaimell
it, xii. 23 ; \he mouth of fools poureth

X 2
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it out, xv. 2, and feedeth on ft, xv.
14; the thought of it is sin, xxiv. 9.

Foals, state of their heart indisposes them
to the reception of wisdom, xvii. 16;
their inheritance, iii. 35; cause of
their perishing, x. 21; xviii. 7.

Forbearance under injuries : of Joseph, x.
12; Moses, xx. 22; Paul, xxv. 21;
of our Lord towards his disciples, x.
12.

Forethought, iv. 26; xiv. 15; xxii. 3.

Forgiveness, duty of, xx. 22; xxv. 21.

Fortitude, xviii. 14; xxviii. 1.

Fortunatus, a comfort to Pau), xxv. 13,

Friend, our Lord as, xxvii. 6; a father's
not to be forsaken, xxvii. 10.

Friendship, proofs of it, xvii. 17; xxvii.
5, 6; its value, xiii. 20; xxvii. 17;
insincere, xix. 22; xxv. 19; XXIvi—|
23; xxvii. 6; how to preserve it,
xviii. 24.

Froward, find no good, xvii. 20; hateful
toe God, iili. 32; an annoyance to
others, xvi. 28, and beset their own
path with difficulties, xxil. 5.

Frugality the way to charity, xi. 25. See
Economy.

Futurity, ignorance of, xxvii. 1.

GaaL, his rashness, vain-glory, and the
shame it brought upon him, xxv. 8.

Gad, the tribe of, their trust in God, iii.
5, 6.

Gadarenes (or Gergesenes), had Ro heart
for wisdom, Xxvil. 16; illustrate the
evil of ignorance and of the indispo-
sition to be instructed, xix. 2; xv, 82,

Gain, greediness of, its folly, xv. 27.

Gaius, his hospitality, xviil. 24. *

Galatian Church, beguiled, i.'10; danger
of their false confidence, xiv. 12;
strife introduced by false teachers,
xvi. 28 ; their self-conceit, xxi. 2.

Gate, on exalting, xvii. 19.

Gedaliah, his incredulity, xxii. 3; mur-
dered by 1shmael, xii. 5.

Gehazi, his treasure profited him
nothing, x. 2; his way hard, xiii.
15; his punishment, xiii. 5; illus-
trating the folly of deceit, xiv. 8; xii.
19; the punishment of his covetous-
ness entailed on his posterity, xv.
27; contrasted with Elisha, xxviii.
20.

Geutile world, illustrating the evil of ig-
norance of God, xix. 2.

Gentleness, its power, xv. 1; xxv. 15.

Gerizim, temple of, note to, iv. 14

Geshem, his deceit, xii. 5; xxvii. 6.

Gethscmane, our Lord in, iii. 11.

Gibeonites, how aflected by the taking of
Jericho, xix. 25. X

Gideon, his humility, xv. 33; his com-
mand of temper, xii, 16; xv. 1; his
freedom from ambition, iv. 23; xxiv.
21.

Gideon's sons, their murderers overtaken
by God's justice, xiii. 21,

Gift, boasting of a false one, xXv. 14.

INDEX TO ILLUSTRATIONS OF

Gifts. See Bribery.

Gladness, a pious child a source of, x. 1;
the hope of the righteous shall be, x.
28; guilt of, at the miseries of others,
xvil, 5; xxiv. 17.

Glory, who shall inherit it, iii. 35; what
is not, xxv. 27; in what it consists,
xix. 11; the boary head when a crown
of, xvi, 31,

Gluttony, xxiil. 2.

God, ail the faculties of man, and the
power and disposition to use them
aright, from him, xx. 12; his notice
of man's way, v. 21; direction of
man's steps, xvi. 1. 9; xx. 24; pon-
ders and tries the heart, xvi. 2; Xvii,
3; xxi. 2; xxiv. 12; notbing escapes
him, xv. 3. 11; his counsels and
decrees irresistible, xvi. 4; xix. 2];
xxi. 1. 30; his providence unsearch-
able, xxv. 2, and remarkably shown
in the preservation of the Scriptures,
xxii, 12; his regard for those who
speak and act sincerely, xii. 22;
what is an abomination to him. See
Abomination.

Going, his, the importance of 2 man look-
ing well to it, xiv. 15.

Goings, man's, are of the Lord, xx. 24.

Gold, furnace for, xvii. 3; a good name to
be preferred to it, xxii. 1; an ear-
ring of, xxv. 12.

Goliath, his curse harmless, xxvi. 2; his
expectation disappointed, x. 28; his
destruction, xviii. 12,

Good, not to withhold it, iii. 27 ; doing it,
a benefit to ourselves, xi. 17. 27 ; xiii.
21; he that handleth a matter wisely
shall find it, xvi. 20.

Good man, his inheritance, xiii. 22; is
satisfied from himself, xiv. 14.

Good news, xxv. 25.

Good understanding, xiii. 15.

Good word, xii. 25; xv. 23.

Gospel, enlarged views of it, how at-
tained by the apostles, i. 5; publicity
given to it, i. 20; the joy consequent
on receiving it, iii. 17; the reward
attendant on the propagation of it,
xi. 18; beneficial effect on the cha-
racter, xii. Z26; those who receive it
possessed of great riches, xii. 7; its
nature, xx. 15.

Gossiplng, caution against, x. 19.

Grace, restraining, illustration of, il. 8;
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arima-
thea, instances of growth in, xxi. 29;
Blso the Apostles, iv. 18,

Gratitude, illustrated by the conduct of
the Israelites to the Kenites, xi. 17.
See Ingratitude.

Gregory 1., quoted, xxvii. 5.

HABAREUR, his confidcuce in God, xiv.
26.

Habit, the force of, v. 22; xxvi. 11.

Hagar, her misconduct as a servant,
xxvii. 8; God's notice, xv. 3, and
care of her, xx. 12,
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Hale, Judge, quoted, xxvii. 18.

Hall, Blshop, i. 5.10; 1ii.5,6,7.9,10,11;
iv. 14, 15; xi. 13. 31; xiii. 7. 16. 20;
xiv. 8. 10. 15; xv. 4. 16.19.29.32;
xvi. 4. 33; xix. 2. 22; xxi. 1; xxiii.
9; xxiv. 5; xxv. 2. 18. 27; xxvii.
2. 4. 6; xxviii. 4. 20; xxix. 8.

Haman made a mock at sin, xiv. 9; his
deceit, xii. 5; hils vexation in t_he
midst of his abundance, xiii. 7; xiv.
10; the result of his casting lots an

" illustration of God’s providence, xvi.
33; contrasted with Mordecai, xi. 8;
involved himselfin destruction, xxvi.
27; his cruelty visited on his sons,
xi. 17; for whom his wealth was laid
up, xiii. 22; his memory infamous,
xiv. 17,

Haunaniah (a false prophet in the time of
Jeremiah), his deceitful promises,
xxv. 14; his death, xii. 19; xxi. 28.

Hananiah (ruler of the palace in the time
of Nehemiah), his faithfulness, xxviii.
20, and promotion, xv. 33.

Hannah, her anguish of spirit mistaken
by Elj, xiv. 10; her meekness, xv.1;
her desire granted, x. 24; xiii. 12;
her piety and the honour put upon it,
XXXi. 30; blessing attendant on de-
voting her first-born to God, iii. 9,

Hauun (king of Ammon), badly advised,
xvi. 28.

Happiness, not dependent upan outward
circumstances, xv. 16; xxix. 6; the
way to it, iii. 17; xvi. 20; how a
child may obtain it, i. §, 9; sloth, a
great enemy to it, xv. 19,

Happiness of the Chrl , hidden from
the world, xiv. 10; iii. 32 contrasted
with that of the world, xiv. 13.

Hardness of heart, Instances of, xxi. 29.

Harvest, consequences of sleeping in,
3.5

Hastiness of spirit, its folly, xiv. 29.

Hatred stirs up strife, x. 12; the folly of
hiding it, x. 18; neglect of reproving
his son, a proof of it in a father,
xiil. 24; object of that of the righteous,
xiii. 5.

Hatred of the wicked, ix. 8; xxix. 10.

Hatred of reproof, its danger, xv. 10,

Hatred of gifts, its benefit, xv, 27.

Hazael, his self-deceit, xvi. 2; xxviil.
26; his punishment, iii. 33.

Head, honry, when a crown of glory, xvi.

l

Health, promoted by well-regulated affec-
trons. xiv. 30.

Heart, God rules over it, xvi. 1. 9; xix.
21; xxi. 1; its Joys and sorrows can-
not be fully known to another, xiv.
10; is known to God, and to God
only, xv. 11; xvii. 3; xxi. 2; xxiv.
12; insufficiency of worldly gratifica-
tions to satisly it, xiv. 13; how glad-
dened, xii. 25; the folly of trusting
it, xxviii. 26; how it should be kept,
iv. 23; purllyof ite benefit, xxii. 11;
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consequences of its departure from
God, xiv. 14, and of hardening it,
xxviii. 14; cnl of a perverse one,
xii. 8; a haughty one, of what a fore-
runner, xviii. 12; influence of a right
state of it in our intercourse with
others, xvi. 23, and in our search
after truth, iv, 18; xxviii. 5; its ten-
dencies alike in all ages, xxvii. 19; its
depravity beyond our own cure, Xx. 9.

Heavenly-mindedness,a preservativefrom
sin, xv. 24.

Heaviness of heart, source of, x. 1; how
alleviated, xii. 25; how aggravated,
XXv. 20; the end of worldly mirth,
xiv. 13,

Hedge of thorns the way of the slothful
compared to it, xv. 19.

Hell, before the Lord, xv. 11; the means
by which the wise depart from it,
xv. 24,

Henry, M., quoted xiii. 13; xiv. 8; xvi.
20; xxi.

Herbert G., quoted iii. 27; xiii. 7.

Herod the Great, his deceit, xii. 5; xxvi.
24, 25, his expectation disappointed,
X. 28; xxi. 30; contrasted with the
shepherds, xv. 16.

Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great),
his reverence for John the Baptist,
Xii. 26; his rash oath, xiii. 16; sold
the truth for sensuality, xxiil. 23
his contempt of our Lord, xvii. 16; an
instance of the evil of ungodly con-
nexions, xvi. 28; xxvii. 17; of the
foree of conscience, xX. 27; xxviii. 1;
and of the dominion of sin, xxvi. 11.

Herod Agrippa (nephew of Herod Anti-
pas), his vanity, xvi. 18; ruined by
flattery, xxvi. 28; xxvii. 21; God's
notice of him, xv. 3; his wretched

© end, xiil. 5.

Herodias, her evil influence on Herod
Antipas, xvi. 28; xxvil. 17.

Herodotus quoted, xvi. 31.

Hezekiah, his trust in God, iii. 5, 6; his
refuge under trouble, xiv. 26; xviii.
10; God's kind message to him, xii.
25, and answer to his prayer, xv.29;
his ignorance of his own heart, xix.
2; his pride, xxix. 23; the intention
of his trlal, xvii. 3; his repentance,
xxi. 29; his resignation under chas-
1 , iil. 11; the blessing attend-
ing his pious reign, xi. 10; xvi. 20;
xxviii, 2; contrasted with his father
Abaz, xxix. 18; contrasted with Sen-
nachenb, xiii. 16.

Hlel, his punishment, a remarkable in-
stance of the certainty of God's threat-
enings, xxvi, 2.

Hiram, his love for David, xxvil. 10;
contrasted with Adonijah, xviii. 24.

Hounesty, strictly enforced, xx. 23

Honey, its immoderate use, to what com-
pared, xxv. 27.

Honeycomb, the full soul loatheth it,
xxvii. 7. -

Ilonour, false, illustrated in Rehoboam,
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xiii. 10; what is truly so, xvi. 32;
XX 35 the way to it, xv. 33; =xviii.
12; xxi. 21, xxii. 29, uplmlds the
hnmble, XXiX. 23; is thrown away
upon a fool, xxvi. 8; national, how
obtained, xiv. 34

Hooker, quoted, xix. 2} xxiv. 21,

Hope, deferred, its eﬁ'ecl on the heart,
xiii. 12; in death, by whom possess-
ed, xiv. 32; of the wicked, its vanity,
xi. 7; of the righteous and wicked
contrasted, X. 28.

Hophni and Phinehas, disregard - of their
fatber, i. 7; themselves despised, xii.
8; their awful death, xiv. 32; con-
trasted with Samuel, xii. 28.

Horue, Dishop, quoted, xiii.7; xv. 24;
xvi. 4; xxi. 8.

Harse, prepared against the day of battle,
Xxi. 31.

Horses, remarks on their use by the Jews,
xxi, 31.

Hospitality, enforced and illustrated by
the example of. Philemon and Gaius,
xviii. 24.

House, from whose, evil will not depart,
xvii, 13.

Humanity to the brute creation enfdrced,
xii. 10.

Human nature, in what consists its
highest perfection, viii. 17; clue to
the knowledge of it, xxi. 8.

Humility, the way to honour, xv. 33;
xviil. 12; xxix. 23; a proof of wis-
dom, xi. 2; examples of it, xxv. 27;
xxvii. 21,

Hanger a substitute for delicacies, xxvii.
7

Hymeneus and Alexander, xxi. 16.

Hymeneus and Philetus, xv. 2.

Hypocrisy, to what it may be compared,
xxvi. 23; its folly, x, 18.

IDLENESS, the evil of, X/ 5; God's notice
af that of Sodom, v. 21. See Sloth.

Idolatry and true religion contrasted, xv.
14; xx.15.

Ignorance. a sense of, the first step to
knowledge, i. 5; if wilful, criminal,
xxiv. 11, 12; xxix. 7.

1gnorance, man’s, of the hearts of others,
xiv. 10; of himself, xvi. 2; of futurity,
xxvii. 1; evil of, xix, 2; sin the chief
souree of, in religion, xxviii. 5.

lmpartiality in judgment enforced, and
example of Samuel alluded to, xv.27;
of Holy Scnpture, xx. G,

Impatience, iii. 11; xix. 3.

Imprudence, mslanu:s of, xxii. 3; xxv. 8.

Impulse of the moment, caution against
acting upon it, iv. 26 xix. 2.

Inability of men, low God helps it, illus-
irated by the man with a withered
hand, x. 8.

Inwnsistency of man, xxi. 8.

Indecision of Zedekiah, xxix, 25.

Indiscretion, xix. 2; in talking, xviil. 21 ;
xxix. 1L

Indulgence of children, evil of it, xiii.

24; of evil dispositions, lts° great
danger, xxviil, 17

Industry contrasted with 1dleness,. xxi.
17.  See Diligence,

Infidels, xxil. 12,

Infirmity, & man’s, contrasted. with a
wounded spirit, xviii. 14.

Influence, of the righteous: as a citizen,
Xi. 10; of a ruan’s company upon his
character, xili. 20; of sln in clouding
the understanding, xxviii. 5.

Ingratitude, the punishment of, xvif. 13.

Iniquity, what he that sows it shall reap,
xxii. 8,

Innovation, caution against, xxiv. 2I.

Instruction, the bepefit of attending to it,
i. 5. 8, 9; instances of those despising
it, i. 7; the evil of refusing it, xv. 32,

Integm:y, a guide in difficulties, xi, 3;
the confidence it inspires, xxviii. 1;
its value in the sight.of God, xii. 22;
xxi, 3, and of rman, xxii. ll ; con-
trasted with covetousness;, xv. 27.

Intemperance, caution against, xxiii. 2.

Intentions, good; their danger, xix. 2;
Xxi. 2.

Iron, sharpening iron, to what compared,
xxvii. 17

Isaag, his obedience to his father, xxiii.
22. 24.; his improvement of his re-
ligious privileges, x. 5; his retire-
ment for meditation, xviii. 1 ; what
proved a snare to him, xxiil. 2; xxix,
25; xxxi. 30; his undue partiality
for Esan, xix. 21; his piety, xxvii.
10; his faith hissupport, xviii. 14.

Isaish, an instance of the importance of
prayer, xi. 11; his deep sense of sin,
xX. 9; Iis love for hisenemies, xxiv.

17.

Ishbosheth, hisideath, xxvii: 1; and that
of his.uncle, xi. 27.

Ishnmael:(son of Abraham), his neglect of
his religious privileges, x. 5; stirred
up strife, x. 12; xv.+4; a scorner,
xxliz10; ao illustration of the ten-
dency of man's heart by nature,
xxvii. 19.

Ishmael (son. of Nethaniah), his deceit,
xil.

Israehtes, thetr folly in murmuring, x
14; their conduct when thireatened
by the Edomites, xvii. 14; intentlon
of their trals, iii. 12; xvii. 3; their
false profession of obedicnce, iv. 23;
xv. 11; their spiritual sloth, xv. 19;
their backsliding, xiv. 14; their self-
confidence, xX. 6; their want of
counsel, xi. 141; their sinful mirth,
xiv. 13; their unavailing weeping,
i. 28 ; the destruction of those who
joined Daal-peor, x. 25; xili. 20;
miracles failed to convert them, xxi.
8; their extreme folly and wicked-
ness, xv. 2; xxviii. 5; their punish-
ment, §. 30, 31; xi. 3; xiii. 13; clten
preserved for their fathers’ sake, Xi.
gl; their reJection of Samuel, xxiv.
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PROVENES BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES.

Israel, the ten tribes of, divislon of the
ten tribes, xvil. 14; consequences of
abandoning the priesthond of Aaron,
xxix. 18; their vain dependence on
idols, xxil. 8; pursued by evil, xiil.
21; the:instruments employed by
God to carry them captive, xxi. 1;
their scornful rejection of Hezekiah’s
invitation, xvii. 16,

Israel, princes of the house of, in the
time of Moees,: their zeal to give, iii.
27; in the time of Micah, xxi. 7.

Israel, the little maid of, her single talent
improved, xix. 22; her bemevolence
towards her enemies, xxv..21; how
honoured, xv. 4.

Issues of life out of the heart, iv. 23

Ithamar, the effect upon him of his- bro-
ther’s death, xii. 25.

Jaazaniam(one.of the princes of Judah),
his death contrasted with that of
Jeremiak, xii. 21.

Jaazaniah (a Rechabite), his. filial obe-
dienee, xxiii. 22.

Jahez, his prayer answered, xv. 29.

Jacob, his filial obedience, xXjii.22; God’s
notice of him, xv. 3; his vow, iii.
9, 10; his industry, xii; 11; Laban’s
testimony: to his character, xii. 26;
the punishment of his deceit, xii. 22;
xxvi. 27 ; his bumanity, xii. 10; his
prudence, xii.18; xvi. 20; his con-
ciliatory conduct, xxv. 15;. his trust
in God, iii. 5, 6; his prayer answered,
xv. 8; his way made plain, xv..19;
his joy on.hearing of Joseph, xxv.
25; his venerable old age, xvi. 31;
his answer to Pharaoh, xvi. 23; his
review of life, xxviii. 5; his path as
the shining light, iv. 18; his hope in
death, xiv. 32.

Jacob, heads of the house of, referred to
by Micah, xxi. 7..

Jacob, sons of, their hypocrisy, xxvi. 23,

James (the less, Bishop of Jerusslem),
his wisdom, x. 13.

James ((he son of Zebedee), his hastiness
of temper, xiv. 17; his ignorance of
his own heart, xxi. 2.

Jehoahaz, contrasted with his father, xxi.
16.

Jehoiada, his venerable old age, xvl. 31;
his memory blest, x. 7

Jehoiakim, his oppression, xvii. 19;
xxviii. 22; a scorner, xxiv. 9; an.
awfual contrast to his father, xxi, 16;
his great wickedness, xxi. 29; his
miserable death, xiii. 13.

Jelioram (king of lsrael), his conduct
towards God under affliction, lil. 11;
his rage against Elisha, xil. 16; death
of ore of his lords, xiii. 13.

Jehoram (king of Judah), an awful con-
trast to his pious father, xxi 16; his
miserable death, xil. 21; xiii. 5.

Jeloshaphat, the prosperity of his king-
dom, xiv. 3¢; enticed to sin, i. 10;
his danger from hiy connexion with
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Ahab, xili. 20; God's notice of him,
Xv. 3; the benefit to him of the de-
struetion of his fleet, iii. 12; xxi. 29;
his -submiseion under reproof, xxv.
127 the honour God put upon him,
xil. 26; his prayer remarkably an-
swered, xv. 20v

Jehu (king of Tsrael), his vain-glory, xx.
6; xxv. 27; his inconsistency, xxi.
8; kept not his heart with all dili-
gence, iv. 23; God's notice of his
wrong motives in doing that which
was in itselt right, xvi. 2; the de.
struction of his family, iii. 33.

Jelta (a prophet), his faithful reproof,
XXV. 12Z; xxvii, 6.

Jephthah, his seeking direction from God,
ili. 5, 6; his destruction of the
Ephraimites, xvii. 14; bis rash vow,
xxvii, 1.

Jeremiah, his acknowledgment of God’s
overruling: praovidence, xvi. I; the
prosperity of the wickeda sthmbling-
bloek to him, x=iv. 19; his pru-
dence; xi.. 13; his uncompromising
fidelity, xiit. 5; xxviii. 4; the object
of cruel mocking, xii. 18; his grief
at the calamities he foretold, xvii. 5;
his love for his enemies, xxiv. 17;
his advice to Barucb, xxiii. 4; xxx.
8; contrasted with Jaazanial, xii.

Jericho, God’s curse against it, x3vi. 2,

Jeroboam, the sou of Nebat, his diligence,
xil. 24; xxii. 29; his distrust of God,
iii. 7; hisidolatry, xi. 31; the wicked
motive of his worship, xxi. 27; the
deceit of his counsels, xii. 5; the
folly of his worldly wisdom, xiv. 12;
xxiv. 21; his neglect of warnings,
xxi. 29; his defeat, xvii. 14; higme-
mory infamous, iii. 35; x. 7; his
exampie long followed, and produc-
tive of great evil, xxviii, 2; xxiv. 21,

Jeroboam II. (son of Joash), iii. 33.

Jesse’s anxiety about his three sons, how

overruled by Gad, xvi. 9.

Jethro, his good advice to Moaes, i. 7;
xii. 18; the benefit he received from
Moses, xxvii. 17,

Jewel, Bighop, quoted, xxi. 1; xxii. 12,

Jewel, the lips. of knowledge compared
to it, xx. 15.

Jews (1) as referred to by Isaiah—their
unavailing prayer, i. 28; xxviii. 9;
vain expectation of help from Egypt,
x, 28; their disregard of God's pro-
vidence, xix. 2; their sclf-righteous-
ness, xxx. 12; (2) their captivity in
Babylon—their state just before their
captivity, xxviil. 4; in their capti-
vity, xxv. 20; their deliverance from
Babylon, xiii. 12; an instance of the
Denefit of affliction, xx. 30; (3) in the
timne of our Lord and his apostles—
negleet of their privileges, x. §; xvil.,
16; their hatred of our Lord, xxvi,
28; why they understood not his pa-
rables, xxviii. 5; were the more hard-
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ened by his miracles, xvil. 20; their
imprecation at his trial, xii. 13; xxvi.
27; their envy led to murder, x\vu{
17; their treatment of Paul, xxv. 18;
xxix. 10; (4) their present state—iv.
19; xii. 19 xiii. 21; xvil. 13; the
forty who consplred against Pnul
xix. 21.

Jezebel, her hatred against the Lord's
peop]e. xxiX. 10; her rage against
Elijah, xii. 16; her profaneness, xxi.
27 ; her influence on her husband,
xxvii. 17 ; her haughty spirit, xviii.
12; her death, xxviii. 17; her me-
mory infamous, xiii. 5; contrasted
g'ilh the widow of Zarephath, xvi.

Joab, his treachery, x. 18; xxvi. 23; his
sedition, xxiv, 21; his death, xx. 26;
XXvV. 4.

Joash (king of Israel), his respect for
Elisha, xii. 26; xvi. 31; xxii. 11,

Joash (king of Judah), an instance of the
advantage of having a wise and pious
friend, xiii. 20; enticed to sin, i. 10;
his base ingratitude and impiety,
xxvii. 10; his death, xiii. 13; xxviii.
17.

Job, as a parent, xxiv. 9; as an instructor,
X. 21; as a magistrate, xxxi. 8; his
uprightness, xii. 22; made not gold
his hope, xviii. 11; his patience, iii.
11; xviii. 14; his resistance of temp-
tation, i. 10; kept his heart with all
diligence, iv. 23; his controversy, x
19; multiplled words without know-
ledge, x. 19; his defective self-
knowledge, xix. 2; his confession of

sin, xx. 9; found favour with God,
xiv. 9; his hope in a Redeemer,
xviii. 10.

Job's friends, their mistaken views of
God's providence, Xix. 2; their want
of sympathy, xiv. 10.

Jochebed, her faith commended, xxxi.
30,

Joel and Abiah (sons_of SBamuel), disho-
noured their station, xxvi. 8.

Johanan, his hypocrisy, xv. 11 ; his vain
confidence, xxviii. 26 ; consequences
of his distrust of God, X. 24.

Jobn the Apostle, his hastiness of spirit,
xiv. 17; ignorance of his heart, xxi.
2; supports our Lord’s mother, xvii,
17; his boldness, xxviii. 1; his con-
sistency, xxi_ 28; his confession of
sin, xx. 9; hig joy over Gaius, xxiii.
24,

John the Baptist, his preparation for his
office, xviii. 1; his humility, xxvii.
2; xxix. 23; his reproof of Herod,
xiii. 5; xxviii. 4; Herod's reverence
for him, xii 26; Herodias' conduct,
xvi. 28; his death haunted his mur-
derer, xxviil. 1.

John Mark, his shrinking from duty,
xxvii 8.

Johnson, Dr., quoted, xli.
xxi. 28.

19; xviii, 1;

INDEX TO ILLUSTRATIONS OF

Joiada (son of the high priest), hle pu-
nishment, xx. 26.

Jonah, his fleeing from duty, xxvil, 8; his
vain attempt to flee om God, xxi
30; his sin discovered by lot, xvi. 333
God's notice of him in the whale's
belly, xv. 3 ; his murmuring, xiv. 29;
xix, 3; xxiv. 10; his faithful record
of his sin, xx. 6,

Jonathan, his friendship for David cha-
racterized by prudence, disinterested
tenderness, stability, xvi. 24; xvii,
17; xxiv. 11,12 xxvii. 9; xxix. 10;
his-ignorance of the future, xxvii. I ;
his disinterested kindness rewarded
in the kindness shown to his chil
dren, xi. 17; xxvii. 10,

Joseph, his early piety, viii. 17; his pru-
dence in not reproving his brothers,
ix. 8; entered not into the path of
the wicked, iv. 14, 15; x. 5; his
obedience to his father, xxiii. 22; his
habitation blessed, iii, 33 ; his resist-
ance of temptation, i. 10; God's no-
tice of him in prison, xv. 3; intent
on doing his duty, xiv. 8; the benefit
to him of affliction, iii. 12; his sym-
pathy and its reward, xi. 17 ; his dili-
gence, xii. 24, and its reward, xxvii.
18; his humility and wisdom, xi. 2;
Xii. 8; xxvii. 21; his wisdom, whence
obtained, ii. 6; how guided, xi. 3;
his reward, xi. 18; xv. 33; xxii. 11;
xxviii. 20; his seasonable advice to
Pharaoh, xv. 23; his prudence, xxix.
11; the means of preserving Egypt
from famipe, xxviii. 2; procured fa-
vour from God and man, xi. 27; xiii,
15; his spirit of forgiveness, x.12;
xix. 11; his noble regard to truth,
xiii. 5; his conduct as a brother, xvii.
17 ; his consistency, xxviii, 14; hie
hope in death, xiv. 32; xvi. 31; the
providence of God illustrated by his
history, xx. 24; xxv, 2,

Joseph'’s brethren, their deceit, xxvi. 23;
their cruelty a trouble to lhcmselves,
xi. 17; an instance of God's overruling
provndeuce xvi. 9; ol the folly of at-
tempung to defeat God’s purposes,
xix. 21; and of the force of conscience,
xx. 27; xxviii. 1; contrasted with
Paul and Silas, xxix. 6.

Joseph (the husband of Mary), his fear of
Archelaus, xxviii. 28.

Joseph of Arimathea, prophecy respecting
him, xv. 11; his fear of man, xxix,
25; but overcame it, xxi. 29,

Joshua, how preserved from being stoned,
xii, 13; his ready obedience in passing
through Jordan, x. 8; an example of
early rising, xv. 19; his conquest of
Canaan, xv. 19; his earnest endea-
vour to promote the spiritual good of
the Israclites, xi. 27; the wonderful
issue of his prayer, xv. 29 ; his faith
and obedlence the source of his
strength, xxi. 22; pondered the path of
his feet, iv. 26; hisdyingaddress,xv.2.
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Joalah, his early piely, viii. 17; his dcep
senge of the evil of sin; xiv. 9; hia
incautious attack of Pharash-Necho,
xiv. 12; xxv. 8; died in peace, xii.
2]; contrasted with Jehoiakim, xiil.
13; xxxi. 8; happy state of Judah
durmg his relgn, xxix. 18,

Jotham, his trust in God, xvi, 20; strong
because wise, xxiv. 5.

Joy, one man cannot fully enter into that
of another, xiv. 10; arising from a
pious child, xxiii. 24,

Judah (the son of Jacob), his cruelty to
his brother Joseph, xii. 10; his tender
intercession for his brother Benjamin,
xxxi. 8.

Judah, the nobles of, their treachery, xi.

; their oppression, xvii. 5; xxi.7;
then‘ praise of the wicked, xXviii, 4;
their punishment, xxix. 8.

Judah, the prophet of, his bolduness, xxviii.
1; his forgiving spirit, xix. 11; en-
ticed to sin, i. 10; xiv. 15; his rash-
ness, Xix. 2; his neglect of exact
obedience, vii. 2; bis punishment,
xi. 31.

Judah, the tribe of, their perverseness,
xii, 8; God’s rejection of their sacri-
fices, xxi. 3; the intention of their
captivity, iii. 12.

Judah, women of, a warning against
thoughtlessness and love of pleasure,

xxi. 17,

J udah and Israel, their deceitful dealing,
xx. 23.

Judas (the apostle), sold the truth, xxiii.
23; his deep deceit, xxvi. 23 its
fnlly, xxix. 6; his apostacy, xiv. 14;
his great hardness of heart before the
commission of his sin, xxi. 29; con-
trasted with his remorse of conscience
afterwards, xx. 27 ; filled with his own
ways, Xiv. 14; a preacher to others,
himself a cast-away, xxi. 16.

Judas (surnamed Barsabas), the wisdom
of sending him with Paul and Barpa-
bas, xvi. 20; the beneficial effect of
his ministry, x. 21,

Judas of Galilee, followers of, xii. 11.

Judmzmg (enchers, a source of strife, xvi.
28;

Judgment, evxl men understand it not,
xxviii, 5.

Just, their path, iv. 18, 19; their security,
Xii. 13. 21; those Who condemu them
are an abomination to the Lord, xvii.

their memory cherished, x. 7;
llmr descendanty Dblessed, ji. 33;
xiii. 22.

Justice, retributive, of God, v. 22; xl a1,

Justus, his friendship for Paul xviii. 24.

Juvenal, quoted, xvi. 31,

KENTITES, their kKindness to the Israelites
a benefit to themaelves, xi. 17.

Kindness enforced, xi. 17 ; evil of incon-
siderate, in becomiog surety, xlv. 15.

King, the value of the life of a righteous
onc to a nation, 1llustrated by the
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case of Josiah, xi. 10; honour due to
him, xxlv. 2

Kings, their hearta under God’s contro),
xxl. 1; their favour, how obtained,
xxii. ll 29; xxv.15; our duty to
them, xxiv. 21; how their throne
shall be established XXx. 26; XXv,

4, 5.

Kings, those who combined against
Joshua, xl. 21,

Kisses, of an enemy, xxvii. 6.

Knife, to be put to the throat, xxlii. 2.

Knowledge, the beginning or principal
part of it, i. 7; how to attainit, 1. 5;
Xix. 25; easy to those who do not
think themselves too wise to learn, i.
5;xiv.6; evil of being without {t, xix.
2; to be dl.hgenlly sought, xv. 14 to
be laid up, x., 14; used prudem]y,
xiii, 16; xv.2; he that hath it spareth
his wurds, xrii. 27 ; under what cir-
cumstances to be concealed, xii. 23;
how preserved in the world, xxii. 12;
proofs of possessing it, xvii. 27.

Knowledge of God, how to be sought,
viil. 17; its value, xx. 15.

Korah, his resistance to lawful authority,
x. 8; his counsels deceit, xii. 5; the
eﬂ'ect of his rebellion on a!hers, xv.
4; xxiv. 21, and on himself, xii. 13;
xiv. 32, See Dathan.

LapaN, his testimony to Jacob, xii, 26;
his covetousness, xxviii. 20,

Labour not to be rich, xxiii. 4.

Landicea, the church of, its spiritual des-
titution, xiii. 7; its self-deceit, xiv.
12; vain-glory, Xx. 6; xxvi.12; our
Lord’s notice of it, v. 21.

Laughter, not a pxoof of happiness, xiv.
13.

Law of God, necessity and benefit of its
strict observance, vii. 2; xxix. 1§;
consequences of turning away from
it, xxviil. 9; happiness of those who
keep it, nu 18,

Law-suit, caution against euntering into
it, xxv. 8.

Laza.ms, attempt of the chief priests to
put him to death, xxi. 8; xxXvii. 4.
Learning, how to increase it, i. 5; what is

the end of it, i. 7.

Leighton (Abp.), quoted, iii. 5, 6; ix.6;
x. 19. 28; xii. 5. 18. 21; xv.29,33;
xvi. 20; xxX. 3.9; xxi. 2; xxiv. 29;
xxv. 18; xxviii. XXX. S

Liar, listens to liars, xvu 4; a poor man
belter than one, xix. 22 See Lying.

Liberality, a benefit to the giver, xi. 3.
See Charity.

Licentious, their way hard, xiii. 15.

Life, its uncertainty, xxvil. 1.

Life eternal, the way to it, xii. 28; xvi.
22,

Lion, righteous compared to, xxviii. 1.

Lip of truth, its stability, xii. 19.

Lips of knowledge, xx. 15; of the rightc-
ous, x. 21,

Lips of the wise a blessing to others, xvi.
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29; of the wicked, deceitful, xxvi.
24, 25; a share to themeelves, xii. 13;
Xviil. 7; wisdom. of refraining tle
lips, x. 19.

Locke, quoted, xxiil. 23; xxx. §, 6.

Loia, her faith commended xxxi 30,

Longsuffering of God, the danger of
trifling with it, i, 28 30, 31.

Lord, the, is far ﬂ-om the wicked, xv. 29;
h-euing against, xix. 3; no wisdom
against, xxi. 30; hell and destruction
Lefore him, xv. 11; rejoicing aver an
?gemy displcasing to him,.xxiv. 17,

Lot, his going to Sodom, iv. 14; xv. 27;
his danger from living at Sodom, xiii.
20; was too anxious to be rich, xxiii.
4; xxviii. 20. 22; his extreme po-
verty at last ; xxviii. 22.

Lot's sons-in-law, xii. 15, and their wives,
xiii, 20.

Lot's wife, awful issue of her apostacy,
xiv. 14; an example of the danger of
the neglect of obedience, vii. 2.

Lot, its disposal by God, xvi. 33.

Love, proof of it, x. 12; xvii. 17; xxvii.
5, 6; defective when: secret,. that is,
when it shrinks from giving season-
able rebuke, xxvii.. 5.

Love of God shown in his corrections, iii.
12,

Love to God, the way {o know Him, viii.
17

Lowly, theic wisdom, xi. 2.

Loyalty enforced, xxiv. 21; of tlhie -heart
to Him, God leaves to each a' test of
it, xvii. 3.

Luxury, leads to poverty, xxi. 17.

Lrcaonians, their strange treatment of |

Paul, xxi. 8.

Lying, its folly, x. 18; xii. 19; its danger,
xxi. 28; leads to hatred, xxvi. 28;
bated by the righteous, xHi.
abomination to God, xii. 22, and
brings God’s curse upom a country,
xi. 1.

Lysias, his protection of Paul, xxvii. 10.

MacepoX1AN church, their joy, ithi 17;
their liberality, xix. 22.

Magistrales, to be a terror to evil-doers,
XX. 26.

Maker, who reproaches Him, xvii. 5.

Man, his way directed by God, xvi. 1;
xx.2; his tendency toself-righteous-
ness, Xvi. 2; xxi 2; his inconsistency,
xxx. 12; his way froward and strange,
xxi. 8. See Heart.

Man, the thoughtless young man alluded
to by Solomon. xxii. 3.

Man, diiigent in business, xxii:.20.

Manasseh (grandson of Eliashih the high
priest), his ungodly marriage, iv. 14.

Manasseh (son of Hezekiah, and king of
Judah), his repentance, xxviii. 13;
God’s notice of him, xv.3; an |llus-
tration of the benefit of aﬂ‘llc!xon, iif.
13; xx. 30; xxvil. 22,

Manly splrit, its value in trouble, xviii. 14.

5; an’
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Manoah, wife.of, her faith sustaining that
of her husband, xv. 23.
Maxk, leaving Paul and Bnarnabas, xxvii.

Munages. instances of ungodly; iv. 14.

Martha contrasted. with her sister, xli. §;
ler hasty spirit, xIv. 20.

Martyrs alluded to in Epistle to Hebrews,
xviii, 14.

Mary, the:mother of our Lord, the honour
put upen her, xxxi. 30; her humility,
Xxix. 23 ; ber reflection, x. 14; her
roeekness under reproof, xxv. 12; by
whom " supported .after our Lord's
death, xvii. 17.

Mary Magdalene, her interview with our
Lord after his- resurrection, xii. 25;
xxvil. 18.

Masters of familles, Joshua. a: pattern to,
xxviii. 1.

Masters of the possessed damsel at Phi-
lippi, their deceit, xii. 5; xxv. 18.

Matthew, his humility, xxv. 27 ; no loser
by his choice of poverty, xiii. 7.

Maul, who is compared. to one, xxv. 18.

Meddling, the folly of, xx. 3.

Meditation, an aid to wisdore, xviii. 1.

Meekness enforced, xvi. 32; xx. 22.

Melita, the barbarous people at, xi. 17.

Menahem (king of Israel), a murderer,
and bis sons murdered, xxviii. 17,

Mephibosheth, his preaervation as the
son of David’s friend, xi. 21 ; xxvii.
10; bis servant’s slander of him, xvi.
28.

Mercy, by whom obtained, xxi. 21; xxviii.

3; to others, is doing good to our-
selves, xi, 17. 25.

Meshullam, an instance of the evil effect
of ungodly connexions, iv. 14.

Messenger, value of a faithful one; xxv.
18; evil of a foolisb or wicked one,
xXxvi. 6.

Micah, the Epliraimite; his misinterpreta-
tion of God's providence, xix. 2; his
ignorance of himself, xxi. 2; his vain
confidence In the Levite, xxv. 19.

Micah the prophet, his grlef at the cala-
mities he-foretold, xvli. 5

Michasl the- archange] his mlld rebuke
of Satan, xxvi, 4; xxiv. 21,

Micainl, his' ﬂrmness, i.10; his-regard to
truth, xiii. 5; his repruof of Ahab,
xxviif. 4.

Michal (David's wife), her want of sym-
pathy in his joy, xiv. 10.

Milton, quoted, x. 18.

Ministers of religion, the evil of n people
without them, xxix. 18.

Midam, her slander of her bLrother, xx,

3.

Miracles, their liltle effect in changing the
heart an illustration of iis depravity,
xxi.

Mirth, when unsuitable, xxv. 20; the end
of that of the ungodly, xiv. 13:

Mischief, on whom it shall come, x!. 27;
xvii. 20; xXxiv. 15, 16; xxvili. 14,

Miser, his cruelty to himself, xi. 17,
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Misalang, the duty of sending them to the
heathen, xxiv. 11; xxix, 1

Miatress of a family, her duty, iv. 26.

Moab, lllus!raung the danger of prospe-
nly, i. 32, and of pride, xl. 2; xiv.

Mnckmg at sin, xiv. 9.

Mocker, wine is, xx. 1.

Moderation enforced in our desire after
riches, xxiii. 4; x¥x. 8; in eating,
xxiii. 2; in drinking, xx. 1.

Modesty in speaking, using few words,
X. 19; David an example of, xxvil.
2| ; enforced on the young, xv. 2.

Mordecai, his faith, xvi. 3; his deliver-
ance, xi. 8; his popularity, xi. 27.

Mortar, braying a fool in; xxvii. 22.

Moses, 'the ehild of pious parents, i. 8, 9;
his preservation an illustration of
God's providence,xxv.2; hisheavenly-
mindedness, Xv. 24; h.is prayer for his
enemies, xx. 22; his faith, iii. 25, 26;
ix. 6; Pharaoh’s testimony to his
character, xii. 26; his calmness in
danger, iii. 25, 26; his prudence,
xxix. 11; his wisdom, whence de-
rived, ii. 6; his readiness to be ad-
vised, xii. 15; his meekness, xiv. 29;
xvi, 32; xvii. 27; xix. 11; his free-
dom from-envy, xiv. 30; his punish-
raent, xi. 31; his resignation, iiL 11;
his faithful record of his sim, xx. 6;
his instruction of the Israelites, xv.
33; his love for the Israelites, xvii.
17 ; the prevalence of his intercession,
XX. 22; an eminent example of holy
conduct, xii. 22 ; xxi. 8; his n:emory
blessed, x. 7.

Mosaic Law, its caution against deceilful
dealing, xX. 23; ita tender provision
for the poor, xvii. 5; forbids the in-
dulgence of enmities, xx. 22; observ-
ance permitted. to the converted Jews,
xiii. 16.

Mother, not to be despised when old,
xxiii. 22. ~

Mothers— Rebekah, xxviii. 10; Jochebed,
i.8: Hannah, i. 8, 9; Athaliah, xiii.
20; Eunice, i. 8, 9; xxxi. 30.

Motives, God's regard to them; xv. 3;
xix. 22; xxi. 27; evil of inattention
to them, iv. 23.

Mouth, a flattering, xxvi. 28; of fools,
feed on folly, xv. 14; pour out foolish-
ness, xv. 2; a parable iu, to what
compnred, xXvi. 7—9; is near de-
struction, x. 14; is destruction, xviii.
7; of the wicked, xi. 11; of the wise
taught by hie heart, xvi. 23.-

Multitude of counsellors, xi. 14.

Multitude of rubijes, xx. 15.

Maultltude of words, x. 19.

Murder, to be punished with death,
xxviii. 17.

Murmuring against God, instances of,
xix. 3; xviil. 21.

Mystery, a past of the glory of the divine
character, Xxv. 2
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Naaman, his hastiness of temper, xiv.17;
his wisdom in not continuing to trust
his own heart, xxviii. 26; his his-
tory a remarkable illustration of God’s
over-ruling providence and grace,
xvi. 9.

Naaman'’s servants, their seasonable ad-
vice, xv. 4. 23. See Israel, the little
maid of.

Nabal, his churlishvess, iii. 27; his folly,
x. 14; his drunkenness, xiv. 13;
XX, ]; despised by his servants, xii,

Naboth, his murder, xxv. 26; and the fate
of his murderer, xxviii. 17.

Nadab (king of Israel), shortness of his
Teign, xxviii. 2.

Nadab and Ablhu, their death, xx. 1; its
effect upon their father, x. 19; xvii.
27, and brothers, xii, 25.

Name, a good, its value, xxii. 1.

Name of the Lord, a strong tower, Xviii.
10.

Name of the wicked shall rot, x. 7.

Naomi, her wisdom towards Ruth, iv. 26.

Nathan, his prudence, xii. 23.

Nathanael, our Lord’s notice of him, v
21; xv. 3; his connexion with Philip,
xiil. 20; bis sincerity, xii. 5. 22; his
teachableness, xii. 15, and the bless-
ing attending it, iv. 18; xiv. 6;
XXvii. 9.

Nations, on what their prosperity depends,
xiv, 34; xxviii, 2.

Nazareth, the people of, their treatment
of our Lord. xii. 16; xvii. 16; xxvi,
7; xxvil. 7.

Nebuchadnezzar, his rage, xii. 16; xxv.
28 ; his pride, xi. 2; xvi. 18; xxv.27}
God's notice of him, xv. 3, and control
over him, xxi. 1; his inconsistency
because not acting from right motives,
XXi. 8; his disregard of reproof, xv.
§2; the unprofitableness of his-oppres-
sion, xxviii. 22; his sudden insanity,
xxvii, J; his splendour no availin the
day of Gud's retribution, x. 2.

Neck, consequence of hardening it, xxix.

1.

Nehemiah, his grief for the state of his
country, xii. 25; his spirit of prayer,
iii, 5, 6; the kindness of Artaxerxes
to him, xii. 25; xxii. 11; the treachery
of Sanballat, xxvi. 24, 25; his pru-
dence, xii. 23; his [(aithful reproof,
xxvii. 6; xxviii. 4; his punishment
of Juiada, xx. 26; his finnness of
mind under ditliculties, xxvii. 8:
xxviil, 1; the Llessing he was to Je-
rusalem, xi. 10.

Neighbour, xii. 26; xxv. 18, 19; xxvii.
10; xxix. 5.

Nelson, R., quoted, xviii. 1.

Nero's houschold, those of it who em-
braced Christianity, ix. G.

Nest, a bLird wandering from, to what
compared, xxvii. 8.

Net spread by the flatterer, xxix. 5.

Nicodemus, his carnest des:re for instruc-
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tion, xv. 14; his fear of man, xxix.
25, and enabled to overcome it, as
appears from his defence of our Lord,
xXXi. 8, and his respect for him even
when his apostles had forsaken him,
xxi. 29.

Nincveh, its pride, xi. 2; its drunkenness,
XX. I; its licentious dissipation, xxi.
}7; prophecy of its destruction, xii.
9

Ninevéh, king of, his repentance, xxrviii.
13

ition to Nehemiah

Noadiah, her opp
Xxxii, 12.

Noah, his prudence, xxii. 3; hisobedience
and its reward, vii. 2; i. 33; though
the carth was filled with violence he
had no cause for alarm, xxix. 16;
God's covenant with him, x. 25;
heir of the righteousness which is by
faith, x. 2; record of his drunken-
ness, xx. I.

Nobleman belonging to Herod's court—
his obedience under reproof, x. 8.

OBAD1aH, his eatly piety, viii. 17; Ahab's
regard for him, xxii. 11; his preser-
vation of the Lord’s prophets, xxiv.
11, 12; xxix. 10.

Obed-edom, God's blessing on his house,
iii. 33.

Obedience to God, instances of, X. 8; the
blessing attending it, i. 33; should be
exact, vii. 2; to parents, i. 8, 9; xxiii.
22; to masters, xxvii. 18.

Observation, Hooker’s remark on the im-
portance of cultivating the habit of,
Xix. 2.

Obstinacy, illustrations of, xi. 3.

Ogden quoted, xv. 29.

Oil, remark on loving it, xxi. 17.

Ointment, to what compared, xxvil. 9.

Old age, few conversions in, viii. 17. See
Aged.

Omnipresence of God, xv. 3.

Ounesimus,an instance of God’s providence,
xvi. 9; Paul's love, xvii, 17, and in-
tercession for him, x. 12.

Onesiphorus, his friendship for Paul, xviii.
24,

Opportunity, the importance of improving
it, x. 5.

Oppression, the wealth obtained by it of
no real value, xvi. 8; destroys the
oppressor, xxi. 7; our duty to those
under it, xxiv. 11, 12; xxxi. 8.

Oppressors often esteerned heroes by the
world, iii. 31, 32.

Ordinances of God, blessing that atlends
those who love and obgerve them, iii.
17; iv. 18; xi. 27; abuse of them, xv.
8; evil of neglecting them, xxl. 16,

Ostentation of Jehu, xx. 6. See Boasting.

PARADLE, misapplied, to what compared,
xxvi. 7. 9; of the merchantman, iii.
13; of the good Samaritan, lil. 27;
xxvii. 10; of the prodigal son, xxvHl.
13 (sce Prodigal Son); of the marriage
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of the king's son, xv. 3; of the rich
man and Lagzarus, x. 2; xxi. 18.17;
xxvilf. 6; of the foolish virglns, x.
28; xv. 29; of the rich fool, xi. 7;
xviii. 11; xxiil. 4; xxvii. 1; of the
prisoner, xii. 23; of the Pharisee and
the publican, xili. 7; xvl. 2; of the
talents, xv. 19; xviil. 7; xxvii. 18;
of the ten pounds, xx. 26; of the un-
merciful servant, xxf. 13; xxvij. 3;
of the pearl of great price, xxiii. 23;
of the hid treasure, xxiii. 23.

Paralytie, the friends of, xviii. 24.

Parents, correction of children a proof of
love tothem, xiii. 24; comfort to them
of good children, xxiii. 24; the grief
to them of undutiful children, x. 1;
Job a pattern to, Xxiv. 9; the bless-
Ingpromised to the children of the
righteous, xi. 21; honour to be repaid
to children, i. 8, 9; duty to, see
Children.

Pascal quoted, xvi. 2; xxi. 8.

Pashur, a terror-to himself, xviii. 14; his
awful death, xxi. 28.

Passionate man, his way hard, xiii. 15.

Passions, unbridled, their danger, vii. 26;
XXxv. 28, :

Palience, the duty of, under God's afflict-
ing hand, iii. 11; and under injuries
received from man, xx. 22. See Meek-
ness.

Path of the just, iv. 18.

Patriotisin in Nehemiah, xii. 25; Esther,
XxXi. 8; false in Korah, xii. 5, and
Absalom, xxvi. 23.

Paul, (1) before Lis conversion—his self-
righteousness, xvi. 2; his ignorance,
xix. 2; his furious spirit of persecu-
tion, xxv. 28; an oppressor of men's
consciences, iii., 31, 32; (2) traits of
his character after his conversion, his
submission to reproof, xv. 32; his
dependence on God, xxvii. 1; his re-
fusal to receive pecuniary aid from
tbe Corinthians, xxii:’l ; his Jove for
the truth, xxiii. 23; his anxiety ta
be approved of God, xii. 5; and for
the salvation of others, xxiv. 11, 12;
his prudence, xii. 23; xiii. 16; xxiii.
9; bis wisdom, xvi. 23; xxi. 22; his
humility, xx. 9; xxv. 27; his bold-
ness, xxviii. 1; his tenderness, xxvii.
5; his circumspection, iv. 23. 26;
xxl. 29; xxviii. 14; his sanctified
aflliction, iii. 12; the sources of his
Joy, xiv. 14; xviii. 14; xxlii. 24;
xxv. 25; his feet preservel by Ged,
ii. 8; his feelings on the prospect of
death, iii. 35; xli. 28; xiv. 32; his
sure reward, Xxi. 18; (38) incidents of
his life—object of the Jews' bitter per-
secution, xxvii. 4; his thorn in the
flesh, lii. 12; xii. 21; his reproof of
Peter, ix. 8; xxvii. 5; influence of
his preaching at Corinth, xxl, 22; and
of his instructlon to Lydia, xvi. 24;
his advice to the Philippian jailor,
xv, 23; xviii. 21; his direction re-
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specting the incestuous person, Xxiv.
9; his mediation for Onesimus, x.
12; refreshed by Titus, xxvii, 17; s
direction to Timothy, xxx. 8; God's
notlce of him, xv. 3. ~

Paul contrasted with Demetrius, xvi. 22,
and with Felix, xxviii. 6.

Paul and Barnabas, the success of their
ministry, x. 21; xvi. 22; their turning
from the Jews, xxiii. 9; their rejec-
tion of flattery, xxvii. 21 ; their sepa-
ration, xv. 1.

Paul and Silas, xviii. 14; contrasted with
Joseph's Lrethren, xxix. 6.

Peace, how attained, iii. 17. 25, 26 ; how
preserved, xvii. 14.

Peace-makers, Abraham, xvii. 14; Abi-
gail, xii. 18; Paul, x. 12.

Pekah, a murderer murdered, xxviii. 17.
Penuel, the men of, their profane refusal
to relieve Gideon’s army, xviii. 7.
Persecution may be kindied in the best of

men, xiv. 17.

Persevcrance, xi. 18. See Backslider.

Perverse in heart, the contempt, xii. 8,
and destruction, xi. 8, which await
them.

Perverse tongue, xv. 4; xvii. 20.

Peter, owed to his brother his knowledge
of Christ, xiii. 20; xxvii. 9; his deci-
sion, iv, 26; his love for the truth,
xxiii. 23; his reproof for reproving
our Lord, x. 13; bis ignorance of bim-
self, xvi. 2; xix. 2; folly of trustivg
hie own heart, xxviii. 14. 26; his fear
of man, xxix. 25; his repentance, xxi.
29; his conduct under reproof, ix. 8;
his successfid vindication of himself,
xii. 13; his curiosity, xiv. 8; his tes-
timony to our Lord’s resurrection,
xxi. 28; his minlstry at Jerusalem,
X. 21; his freedom from covetous-
ness, xv. 27 ; contrasted with Simon
Magus, xxi. 8; his wisdom, x. 13;
xvi, 23; his humility, xxvii. 21; his
boldness, xxviii. 1; his teachable-
ness, x. 8; God’s notice of him, xv.
3; his feelings in the praspect of
death, xi. 18; xlv. 82.

Pharaoh (in the time of Joseph), his wis-

dom, xii. 15; found wisdom in Jo- .

seph, x. 13; blessed hy Jacob, xvi. 31.
Pharaoh (in the time of Moses), his folly,
xxi. 30; his testimony to the cha-
racter of Moses, xil. 26; his false re-
entance, xxvi. 11; xxviii. 13; his
ardness of heart, xxvii. 22; his de-
struction, xI. 10; xxix. 1; the effect
of his destruction upon the Israelites,
xix. 25.
Pharaoh, the daughter of, an instance of
God's providence, xvi. 9.
Pharaol, the servants of, their fear of
God, xiii. 13; their prudence, xxii. 3.
Pharach-Hophra, his desertion of Zede-
kiah, xxv. 19; his pride and destrue-
tion, xvi, 18.
Pharisees, their rejection of Johu's bap-
tism, xv. 12; their self-conceit, xii.
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15; xvl. 2; xxvi. 12; their scornful
answer to Nicodemus, xiv. 6; their
ignorance, xix. 2; its cause, xxviii.
5; the defect of their religious ser-
vices, xxi. 3. 27 ; the impurity of their
motives, iv. 23; their boasting, xx.
6; their deceit, xii. 5; xxvi. 23;
their covetousness, xxi. 27; their pre-
tensions to great holiness, xxx. 12;
God's abhorrence of them, iii. 32,

Philadelphia, the church of, v. 21,

Philemeon, the hospitality of, xviii. 24.

Philip, the Evangelist, his ministry at
Samaria, x. 21; and to the Ethiopian,
xvi, 24.

Philippians, their affection for Paul, xvii.
17; their liberality rewarded, xi. 25.

Philippian jailor, his attempt at self-
murder, xxv.29; how prevented, xv.
23; xvi. 24; xviii. 21.

Philistines, David’s defeat of them, xvi. 3.

Philosophers, heathen, their contempt for
the truth blinded them to the percep-
tion of it, i.7; the folly of their in-
struetion, xvi. 22.

Phineas, the wife of, her bitter sorrow,
xiv. 10.

Piety, early, its benefit, viii. 17.

Pilate had no heart for wisdom, xvii. 16;
his testimony to our Lord's innocence,
Xii. 26 ; his cruelty, xil. 10; his injus-
tice in conderaning him, xxiv. 11,12;
love of popularity one motive for his
doing so, xxiii. 23; his sell-deceit,
xvi. 2; his conduct disgraced his
office, xxvi. 1.

Pit, murderer fleeing to it, xxviii. 17;
whoso diggeth shall fall therein, xxvi.
27

Plagues of Egypt, Pharaoh's conduct with
regard to them an illustration of hu-
man depravity, xxi. 8.

Pleasure, arising from religion, iii. 17;
worldly, unsatisfactory, xiv. 13; ruin-
ous, xxi. 17; Ahasuerus, a man of,
xiii. 16.

Pleasures of (he table, caution against,
xxiii. 2.

Pliny quoted, xii, 26.

Policy, worldly, its folly, xi. 18; righte-
ousness the only true, xiv. 34.

Poor, God's regard to them, xvii. 5; the
righteous consider their cause, xxix.
7; danger of disregarding them, xvii.
5; xxi. 13; under what circumstances
poverty to be preferred to great wealth,
xv. 16; xvi. 8; xxviii. 6; liow to be-
come poor, XXi. 17; the riches of
those who, from a regard to Ged,
make theniselves so, xiii, 7 ; instancea
of their liberality, xix. 22.

Positive, caution against being so, xxvi.
12,

Potsherd, covered with silver dross, to
what compared, xxvi. 23,

Poverty, its advantage over plenty in dis-
posing men to be thankful for the
smaller blessings, xxvii. 7; comes on
those hasting to be rich, xxviii. 22.
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Praise, the dificully of receiving it in a
right spirit, xxvii. 2); the rule for
hestowing, xii. 8.

Praise of aneself, to be avoided, xxvii. 2.

Prayer, whose, God hears, xv. 8. 29; the
rest of our care, xvi. 3; ed to

INDEX TO ILLUSTRATIONS OF:

men’s designs and actions, ii. 8; xi.
27; xvh 1. 4; xx.24; xxi. 1; xxv. 2.
Prudence, human, right use of, ii. 5. ¢
how sho\vn, xii. 16. 23; xiii, 10; xiv.
15 xmn 3.
correapondmg with the na-

sced, xi. 18; when ubavailing, i. 23;
XXviii. ; instances of its success, iii.
5, 6; power of intercessory, xi. 11;
XXixX. §; xxxi. 8

Preferment to be sought by pureness of
heart, xxii. 11; Dby diligence, xxii.
29

Prcjudice, advantage of freedom from, i.
5; Xvi. 23; Nathanael contrasted
wilh the Pharisees, xii. 5; instances
of accommodation to it, xiii. 16.

Preparation of the heart, from the Lord,
xvi. 1

Presumption, caution against, xxviii. 14,

Price, in the hand of a fool, xvii. 16,

Pride, the evils attending it,—shame, xi.
2; contention, xiii. 10; brings a rnan
low, xxix. 23; goes before destruc-
tion, xvi. 18; xviii. 12. .

Priests, chief, )ust berore the dcstrucuon
of Jerusal Neb
their contempt ol‘ God's word, xiii. 13;
their envy of our Lord, xxvii. H their
treatment of Judas, xiv. 9; pure in
their own eyes, xxx. 12; the folly of
their attempt to defeat God's counsel,
Xix. 21; their punishment, xxix. 8.

Priuces, when many in a land, xxviii. 2.

Privileges, religious, to be improved, x. 5;
danger of presuming upon them,
xxviii. 14; abuse of their ahundance,
xxvii, 7.

Procrastination, iii. 27; x. 5.

Prodigal son, ruin brought on him by his
love of pleasure, xxi. 17; neglected
and d d, xii. 8; . pondered his
path, iv. 26; "benefited by affliction,
XK 30; became thankful for the
smallest blessing; xxvii. 7.

Profaneness brings a cily to ruin, xi. I1.

Promises of God, evil of distrusting them;
X.24; the Israelites’disregard of them,
xv. 2; instances of the right use of
them, xv. 2. 19.

Prophecy, the fulfilment of, xii. 19; an
illustmliun of God's knowledge of
men's thoughts afar off,.xv. 11.

Prophet, the prudence ofhim who reproved
Ahab, xii. 23; who forbore to warn
Amazxah xxdii. 9.

Prophets, their griefal the calamities they
forelold xvii. 5; their memory blest,

7.

dnezzar,

Prophetn false, bring ruin on a country,
xxvi. 28; in the Christian church,
xxv. 14, L.

Prosper, he cannot, who covers his sin,
xxviii. 13.

Prosperity, worldly, its danger, i. 32; of
the righteous, xi. 18; of the wicked,
no cause for envy, xxiv. 19,

Providence of God over chance, xvi 33;
in every place, xv. 3; overruling all

ture of the sin, illustrated in the casc
of David, xi. 31; JacoD, xxvi. 27.
Pure, their work right, xxi. 8; those not
truly so, xxx. 12.
Pureness of heart, xxii. 11.

QuUARREL, how {o act in it, xx. 3; great
care to prevent it among families,
xvii, 14; Eliab a quarrelsome brolher,
xii. 16.

Quietness before God, its difficulty, iil.11.

RAI!SHAKEK. a scorner, ix. 8; his boast~
ing, xv. 3; his fair but deceitful. pro-
mises, Xxvi. 24, 25.

Rachel unbappy lhou"h beauliful, xxxi.

R.ahalsa her faith and preservation, iii. 25,

ix. 6..

Ilansom, the wicked are for the righteous,
xxi. 18.

Rashness, its evil, xix. 2 ; caution against
it, iv. 26.

Rebekah, an illustration of God's over-
ru.ling providence, Xx. 24 ; lier beauty
her husband's snare, xxxi. 30; her
punishment for deceiving her hus-
band, xxii. 8; xxviii. 10.

Rebuke, open, to what to be preferred,
xxvil.5. See Reproof.

Rechab 2nd Baanah, the murderers of
Ishbosheth, their treatment by David,

XX. 26.

B.echa.lntes, their. filial obedience, X. 8 ;
xxiii. 22..

Reflection enforced, iv. 26 ; xviii. 1. See
Meditatian.

Refraining our lips, its wisdom, x. 19.

Refuge which the Lord’s children have,
xiv. 26.

Rehoboam, his disregard of instruction, i.
7; forsook his father’s friends, xxvii.
10; his provoking language, xv. 1;
by his basty spirit, exalting folly, xiv.
29; his impatience of oppositien, xiii.
10; his treasure profited him nothing,
X. 23 the evil-he brought on himself,
X. 13; a warning against contention,
xvii. 14; an instance of his wisdom,
xiil. 10; his advisers, xii. 23,

Relative dulies:—as heads of families,
Abraham, i. 7, and Joshua, xxviil. 1 ;
#8 a mother, Eunice, i. 8, 9; as a son,
David, xxiii. 22; as a daughter-in-
law, tuth, xvii. 17; as a brolher,
Joseph, x. 12; xix. 11; as a child,
our blessed Lord, xv. 2; as a young
man towards elders, Elihu, x..19; asa
friend, Jonathan, xvii. 17 ; as a ruler,
Hezekiah, xvi. 20, and Nehemiah,
XX. 26; as a servant, see Abraham'’s
servant,

Religion, its plcasantness, iii. 17 ; a know-
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ledge of, how preserved in the world,
xxii, 12; danger of introduci cor-
ruptions Into it, xxiv. 21 ; misguided
zeal for, in the devout women at
Antioch, xiv. 12; of heathenism, its
folly, xvi. 22.

Repemtance, an encouragement to it,
xxviii. 13; false; xxvi. 11.

Reproof, one of the duties of friendship,
xxvii. 5, 6; how taken by a wise
man, ix. 8; xxv. 12; benefit of hear-
ing it, xv. 32; consequences of de-
spising and hating-it, i. 30, 31; xv.

~ 10,

Reputalion, of the just and of the wicked
contrasted, X. 7 ; the value of 3 good
name, xxii. 1; the snare of an undue
regard to reputation, xxix. 23; the
false principles by which the world
judge, iii. 31, 32; duty of a tender
regard to that of our neighbour, xxiv.
28

Resenlment of injuries to be avoided,
xxiv. 17.

Resignalion, instances of, iil. 11.

Retirement, its benefits, xviii. 1.

Reubenites, their trust in God, iii..5, 6;
their conduct when unjustly accnsed,
xv. 1; the conduct of the other tribes
to them, xxv. 8.

Revenge forbidden, xx. 22.

Revenues without right, xvi. 8.

Reverence due to the aged, xvi. 31; to
kings, xxiv. 21.

Reward to him that feareth:the command-
ment, xiii. 13; to him that soweth
righteousness, xi. 18; none to the
evil man, xxiv. 20; to thase who re-
turn evil for good, xvii. 13.

Rezin and Pekah, tleir attempt against
Ahaz, why defeated, xxi. 30.

Rlch, should not Le anxious to become so,
xxiii. 4; xxviii. 22; those reproved
by James, xvii. 5; who are truly so,
xiil. 7.

RNich young man,. our Lord's trial of his
heart, xvi. 3; his ignorance of his
state before God, xxi. 2; and conse-
quent neglect to oltain wisdom, xvii.
16, and truth, xxili. 28; his imminent
danger, i. 32,

Riches, tendency to depend upon them,
xviii. 11; and the folly of the self-
conceit which they encourage, xxviii.
11; their little worth.without piety,
xv. 16; xvi. 8; xxviil. 6; profit not
iu the day of wrnth, x. 2.

Riches of the wicked, x. 2, 3; xlii, 22.

Righteous, their thoughts right, xii. 5;
their humnnity, xli. 10; their strict
regard to truth, xiil. 5; their boldness,
xxviii. 1; their discourse beneficial
to others, x. 21; their prosperity a
source of gladness to others, xi. 10;
a national Mlessing, xi. 11; xxvifi. 2;
xxix. 8; their character as compared
with others, xii; 26; are punished if
they sin, xi. 31; the evil arising from
their fall, xxv. 26; God's care of

them; x. 3; find favour with God,

Xiv.0; he hears their prayer, xv. 29;

reveals his will to them, iii. 32; grants

their desire, x. 24; their safety in
trouble, xviii. 10, and deliverance out
of it, Xi. 8; xxiv. 15, I6; the wicked
become their ransom, xxi. 18; their
way made plain, xv. 19; their hope
in death, xiv, 32; their reward sure,

xi. 18 ; xiii. 21; their foundation

everlasting, x. 25; contrasted with

sinners, xiii. 21 ; xXix, 6; their pos-

terity blessed, xi. 2).

Righteons children, 3 joy to their parents,
xxiii. 24.

Righteoueness with poverty far to be pre-
ferred to wealth without it, xvi. t;
is the ornament of old age, xvi. 31;
our encouragement to follow after it,
XXi. 21; delivers from death, x. 2; is
the way to eternal life, xii 28; bless-
edness of those (truly wise) who turn
others to it, iii. 35; true cause of a
nation’s prosperity, xiv. 34.

Robbery of the wicked, their own destrue-
tion, xxi. 7.

Rod, xiii. 24; xxii. 8.

Rubies, knowledge more precious than,
XX. 15..

Ruin, who are. marked for it, i. 30, 31;
xiii. 13; xvi. 13; may not be feared
till it is felt, x. 28.

Rule, the importance of, over our own
spirit, xxv. 28,

Rulerof the synagogue, his indignation
at our Lord, xxviii. 5.

Roulers, chief, their fear of men, xxix. 25.

Rules for a child’s conduct, i. 8, 9.

Ruth, her religious decision, iv. 26; her
love for Naomi, xvii. 17; the advan-
tage to her of her acquaintance with
Naomi, xiii. 20; her abandonment of
idolatry, ix. 6; commilting her way
to tbe Lord, hier thoughts were estab-
lished, xvi. 3; a pattern to daugh-
ters-in-law, xxiil. 22.

SADBATH, a hedge and a fence, xxi. 16;
tho blessing promised to those wha
observe it, iii. 17.

Sabbath-breaking, ite danger, vii. 2;
brings wrath upon & nation, xiv. 34

Sacrifice, what is more acceptable to tle
Lord than it, xxi. 3; of the wicked,
how regarded Ly God, xv.$§; xxi. 27.

Sandducees, consequence of their igno-
rance of the Scripture, xix. 2.

Saints, thelr saloty, ii. 8.

Samaria, dreadful faminein it in the relgn
of Jehoram, Xx. 3; the death of the
unbelieving Jord, 1iii. 13; the woman
of, an instance of God’s providence,
xvi. 9; her conduet under reproof,
xv. 32.

Samaritan leper, his obedience blessed,

8

X. 8.

Samaritans, their improvement of oppot-
Lunity, x. 5; their happiness from
{heir conversion, iii. 17.
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Sameon, illustrating the danger of un-
godly connexions and sinful plea-
sures, vii, 26; xxi. 17; his folly, x.
14; xii. 23; his weakness, xxiv.5;
like a city without walls, xxv. 28.

Samue), his early piety, viii. 17 ; in favour
with God and man, xiii. 15; his strict
regard to truth, xii. 22; xiii. §; his
prudence, xii. 23; the prevalence of
his intercession, xv. 29; his integrity
as a judge, xii. 22; xv. 27; his con-
duct to his successor contrasted with
Saul’s to his successor, David, xiv.30;
his false estimate of the character of
Eliab, xxxi. 30; his venerable old
age, xvi. 31; his retirement from the
court of Saul, xxviil. 28 ; never ceased
to pray for those who rejected him,
XX. 22; contrasted with Hophni and
Phineas, xii. 28.

Sanballat, his deceit, xii. 5; xxvi. 23, and
Nehemial's treatment of him, xxvi.
24, 25; his vain attempts against
Nehemiah, x. 18; xxi. 30.

Sarah, her beauty her husband's snare,
xxxi. 30; her faith and obedience,
Xxxi. 30.

Sardis, the church of, v. 21; an illustra-
tion from it, that reputation is not a
safe test by which to judge of our
true character, xiv. 14.

Saul, his way overruled by God, xvi. 9;
wisdom of his silence, x. 19; xii. 23;
an instance of the evil of neglect of
exact ohedience, vii. 2; his mistaken
estimate of the importance of cere-
rmonial observances, xxi. 3 ; his sacri-
fice displeasing to God, xv. 8; his
covet and its punish t, XV,
27; his self-deceit, xxi. 2; his per-
verseness exposed by Samuel, xviii.
17; his false repentance, xxviii. 13;
his envy, xiv. 30; xxvii. 4; indul-
gence in envy led to murder, xxviii.
17; his treachery to David defeated,
xxiv. 15, 16; his reproach of his son,
xii. 18; xv. 1; contrasted with him-
self, xii. 16; xv. 33; like a city with-
out walls, xxv. 28; his testimony to
David’s excellence, xii. 26; an in-
stance of the force of conscience, xx.
27; cousulting the witch of Endor,
iii. 5, 6 ; God's disregard of his prayer,
xv. 29; his wounded spirit, xviii.
14; a warning to apostates, xiv. 14;
the curse of God in his family, xvii.
13.

Saul of Tarsus, an instance of God's pro-
videnee, xvi. 9. See Paul.

Scorner, hates reproof, xv. 12; conse-
quences of reproving him, ix. 7; the
benefit of reproving him, xix. 25;
when not o be reproved, ix, 8; his
search for wisdom vain, xiv. 6; the
danger in which he involves others,
xxix. 8; his character detested, xxiv,
9; how to be treated, xxii. 10.

Scribes, our Lord's notice of their thoughts,
xxiv. 9.

INDEX TO ILLUSTRATIONS OF

Scribes and Pharisees, the evil of thelr
Migard to (raditlons, xv. 14,

Scriptures, fidelity of writers of, xx. 6;
consequences of ignorance of them,
xix. 2; evil of their mlsapplication,
xxvi. 9; are the fountains of the water
of life, vii. 2; use our Lord made of
them, i. 10; their daily use recom-
mended, xvl. 22; no other book to
rest on at a dying hour, xxx. 5.

Secker (Abp.) quoted, xvi. 3.

Securily, how to be obtained, xx. 22 ; xxi.
31; xxix. 25; of the rightecous, xviii.
10; false security, xiv. i2; xvi. 2;
xxii. 8.

Sedition, caution against it, xil. 11+ xxiv.
21.

Selden quoted, xxx. 5, 6.

Self-conceit, cautions against it, iii. 7;
xxiii. 4; tendency of men to it, xvi.
2; xX. 6; xxx. 12; shown in dis-
regarding good advice, xii. 15; its
great danger, xxvi. 12,

Self-deceit, xiv. 12; xxi. 2; xxx. 12,

Self-denial, its importance, xxiii. 2.

Self-examination, iv. 26.

Self-government, is Lrue heroism, xvi. 32;
evil of the want of it, xxv. 28.

Self-knowledge, its importance, xix. 2.

Self-restraint, children to be tanght, xiii.

24.

Self-will, the evil of it, i. 30, 31; xxviii.
14; xii. 15.

Seneca quoted, xviii. 24.

Sennacherib, his expectation disappoint-
ed, x. 28; xxii. 8; an instrument in
God’s hands, xvi. 4; xxi. 1. 30; the

ish t of his blasphemy, x. 25;
contrasted with Hezekiah,

xviii. 21;
xiil. 16.

Sergius Paulus, his wisdom, i.5; his pru-
dence, xiv. 15; xvi. 22; the benefit
he derived from the punishment of
Elymas, xix. 25.

Servant, the blessing attending Jacob and
Joseph in that capacity, iii. 33; of
Abraham. See Abraham.

Servants, those that shall be honoured,
xxvii. 18; caution agalnst meddling
with those of others, xx. 3.

Servants of God, their safety, iil. 25, 26.

Servants of Christ, the joy which awaits
them, xiii. 12,

Seth, descendants of, their neglect to keep
their heart diligently, iv. 23.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, their
care lo avoid evil company, iv. 14;
tbeir self-denial and its reward,x xviil,
20; God's answer to their prayer, xv.
29; their calm self-possession and
fortitude, xvi. 32; xxviii. 1; their
salety in the furnace, i. 33; xiv. 26.

Shallum, a murderer murdered, xxviii.

Shalmanezer, an illustration of God's pro-
vidence, xxi. 1.

Shame, attends sloth, x. 5; pride, xl. 2;
and strife, xxv. 8; will come upon
the wicked, xiil. 5; and bLe the fina)
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1asue of all his lofty expectations, iil.
35; when lost to it, as in the case of
the Jews In the time of Jeremiah, an
evidence of a very hardened state,
xxi. 29.

Sheba, the issue of his rebellion against
David, xvil. 19.

Sheba, the queen of, her desire for know-
ledge, xv. 14.

Bhebna, the good news wilhh which he re-
turned to Hezekiah, xxv. 13; the
shame to which his pride brought
him, xvii. 19.

Shechaniah, his encouragement of Ezra,
xxvii. 9.

Shechem, the men of, their choice of Abi-
melech, xxvi. 8; their sin seen in
their punishment, xiii. 21.

Sheep of Christ, their safety, i. 33.

Shemaiah, his false prophecy, xxv. 14;
his death, xxi. 28.

Shepherds to whom our Lord’s birth was
announced, contrasted with Herod,
xv. 16.

Shimei, his curse injured not David, xxvi.
2; xxix. 5; his punishment, xx. 26;
xxv. 4.

Shunamite woman, the death of her son,
xxvii. 1; Gehazi's conduct to her,
xiv. 10; her self-command, xxv. 28.

Sickness, instruction to be learat from it,
xxiv, 10.

Silas, an illustration of the happiness of
the righteous, xxix. 6 ; the wisdom of
sendinghim with Paul and Barmabas,
xvi. 20.

Silence, when desirable, ix. 8; x. 19;
xvii. 27; xxiii. 9.

Silence of our Lord on his trial, xxv. 2§;
the importance of speaking little with
others, and much with ourselves and
with God, x. 19,

Siloam, the lower of, Its fall, xxvii, 1.

Simeon, his desire granted, x. 24; xv.
8§ ; his venerable old age, xvi. 31 ; con-
trasted with Herod, x. 28; his path
as the shining light, iv. 18.

Simon Magus, found no good from his
baptism, xvii. 20 ; had no sincere love
of truth, xxiii. 23.

Simple believe every word, xlv. 15.

Sin, none free from it, xx.9; secret, no-
ticed by God, xxiv. 9; brings its own
punishinent, i. 31; v.22; its misery,
xiii. 15; fearful consequences when
& righteous man falls Into it, xxv.26;
Ly indulgence men Lecome hardened
in it, xxi. 29; its remote consequences,
xlii. 21; xvii. 13; folly of mocking at
it, xiv.9; brings disgrace and ruin on
nations as well as individuals, xiv.
34; xxviii. 2; importance of confess-
ing it, xxviil. 13.

Sins of ignorance, xxiv. 11, 12; xxix. 7.

Sincerity, not always a proof of our being
in the path of duty, xvi. 2.

Sinners, evil pursues them, xiii. 21; for
whom their wealth is laid up, xiii.
22 ; the power of sin over them, v. 22;
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xxvi. 11; cautions against their so-
. ciety, i. 10.

Sisera, his death, x1. 10; xxi. 31.

Slander, its folly, x. 18; cautions against
it, xxiv. 28; in some respects as bad
as murder, xxv, 18.

Sloth, its evil, x. 5; xii. 24; xv. 19.

Smyrna, the church of, our Lord's notice
of it, v. 21; contrasted with that of
Laodicea, xiii. 7.

Snare, the lips of a fool are to his soul,
Aviii. 7; transgression is to an evil
man, xxix. 6 ; the fear of man brings
it, xxix. 25.

Snov:ain summer, to what compared, xxv.

Sobermindedness in David, xxvil. 21.

Sobriety in eating, xxiii. 2; in drinking,
xX. 1; evil of the want of it in our
worldly desires, xv. 27; and in the
government of our passions, Xxv.
28

Society, its influence on our own charac-
ter, xiii. 20; xxvii. 17; our duty with
regard to that of the wicked, iv. 14;
ix. 6; folly and danger of evil asso-
ciates, xii. 11; xiii., 20.

Socieltzy of the wise, by whom avoided, xv.

Sodom, its prosperity, its ruin, I. 32;
God’s notice of it, v. 21; as a dog re-
turned to its vomit, xxvi. 11; it
rapid progress in sin, and God’s ab-
horrence of it, iii. 32; Abraham's
prayer for it, xxxi. 8; its destruction
an illustration that numbers are no
?El‘ence against Divine Justice, xxix.

Soldier, the devout, who waited on Cor-
nelius, xxvii. 18.

Soldiers, who cast lots for our Lord’s ves-
ture, xii. 19; xvi. 3a.

Solomon, his respect for his mother, xxiii.
22; his throne established by the re-
moval of the wicked, xx. 26; xxV.5;
what constituted the glory of his
teign, xx. 15; his humility, xxviii.
26; his desire after wisdom, xv. 14:
his wisdom the gift of God, ii. 6; an
instance of it, x. 13; when it failed
him, xxiv. 5; entered into the path
of the wicked, iv. 14; himself over-
come by those snares against which
he warned others, vii. 26; evils at-
tendant on his fall, xxii. 8; xxv. 26;
an instonce of the insufficiency of
this world to make us happy, xiv. 13;
long continuance of the corruptions
in religion which he introduced, iv.
M, 15.

Son, Isaac’s, Jaseph's, and Solomon's, &e.
conduct in that relation, xxiii, 22.
Sons of Ell, xi. 3. See Hophni and Phi-

neas.

Soul, healthy, what is food to it, x. 8.

South (Dr.) quoted, xii. 26.

Sovereignty of God, xvi. 4.

Sow iniquity, reap vanity, xxii. 8.

Spies, the ten, the ¢vil to others tbey oc-
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casioned by their evil teport, xxvi. 6;
and to themselves, xviii. 21.

Spies sent by the chief priests to entangle
our Lord, xxix. &

Bpirit, a haughty, the forerunmer of ruin,
xvi. 18; a wounded, xviii 14; the
evil of not having rule over it, xxv.

28..

Spirit, Holy, to whom promised, i. 23;
importance of cultivating his influ-
ences from observing Ly what steps
ten are led to the greatest crimes,
murder, &c. XXViii. 17.

Stephen, God’s notice of him, xv. 3; his
boldness, xxviii. 1; whence he de-
rived his strength, xxiv. 5; and his
wisdom, ii. 6 ; his prayer for his mur-
derers remarkably answered, xii. 18;
his hope in death; xiv. 32.°

Stephanas (the Corinthian), a faithful
niessenger, Xxv. 13,

Steps, the Lord directeth those of man,
xvi. 9.

Stone, what is heavier than, xxvii. 3

Strange, the way of man, xxi. 8.

Strangers, of Pontus, &e., addressed by
Peter, the change wrought in them,

xii. 26.

Strength, a proof of its being small, xxiv.
10; of wisdom above natural force,
xxi. 22; xXiv. 5; how the upright
attain it, x. 29.

Strife, on avoiding it, xvii. 14; xxv. §;
by what stirred up, x. 12; when in-
dulged in, a fruitful source of sin,
xvii. 19; an honour to cease from it,
xx. 3. See Contention

Stubbornness, instances of, in Saul, xi. 3;
i the Israelites, xxii. 5.

Study, God’s grace to be sought in it,
xxiil 23.

Subjects, on the duty of, xxiv. 21; xxv.
15

Success in our undertakings, how to be
secured, xvi. 3; how to obtain it, iii.
5,6; xvi. 3.

Succoth, the men of, their mouth their
destruction, xviii. 7.

Summer, the wisdom of gathering in, x.
5

Suretyship, iv. 26; xiv. 15.

Swallow flying, Lo what compared, xxvi. 2.

Swearers, a curse to their country, xi. 11.

Sword, the tongue compared to, xii. 18;
xxv. 18.

Sympathy enforced, xi. 17.

Syoagogue,ruler of, his indignation against
our Lord, xxviii. 5.

Syrians, their steps, how directed, xvi. 9.

Syro-Phanician woman, her improvement
of opportunity, Xx. 5; xxvii. 7; con-
trasted with the apostles, xxiv.]0;
intention of her trial, xvii. 3.

TALE-REARER, no confidence to be placed
in him, xi. 13.

Talkativeness, its danger, x. 8; by whom
avoided, xvii, 27.

INDEX TO ILLUSTRATIONS OF.

Taylor (Bp. J.) quoted; v. 22; xlii. 15,
20; xvi. 3; xvlli. 137 xxv. 2; xxvi.
11; xxvil, 10.

Teacliers must be flrst hearers, i. 5.

Tekoal,, the woman of, her flattery of
David, xxix. 5.

Tenper, on the command of, xii. 16 ; xlv,
17. 29; xv. 1; xix. 11,

Temperance, Daniel an: instance -of, iv.
14; xxiil. 2.

Temple, punishment of the Jews forneg-
lecting to rebuild it, iii. 9, 10.

Temptation, saurces of, 1. 10; xxviii. 20;
xxix. 25; how to resist it, iv. 23;
their wisdoin who endure it, iii. 35;
habits of self-denial brezk its force;
xxiji. 2; when most dangerous, i. 10;
ihe evil of not being afraid of it, iv.

4, 15.

Tertullus, his accusation agaimst Paul,
xviil. 17; overruled, xxii. 12; may
be compared to a murderer, xxv. 18.

Thanksgiving of Daniel, ii: 6; x. 28,

Theophilus of Alexandria quoted, xvi. 22.

Theudas, the folly of those that followed
him, xii. 11.

Thief, the dying, his improvement of op-
portunity, x.5; his repentance, Xxviii.
13; his companion, an awful inslance
of folly, xviL 16.

Thorn, xxvi, 9.

Thorns in the way of the froward, xxii.
5; a hedge of, is the way of the sloth-
ful, xv. 19.

Tho\}glhtlennem, the evil of, xix. 2; xxi.

Thoughts, on the regulation of, iv. 23
how to have them established, xvi. 3;
foolish, how- viewed. by God, xxiv.9;
right, a distinguishing mark of a.good
man, Xii. 5.

Thyatira, the church of; v. 21.

Tibni, xxviii. 2.

Tiglath-Pileser, xiii. 21.

Tillotson (Abp.) quoted, v. 22.

Time, on the improvernent of, viii. 17;

5

x. 5.

Timothy, hia mother's early insiruction of,
him, and hig attention to it, i. 8, 9;
X. 5; waa a great comfort to Paul,
Xxv, 13:

Tobiah the Ammonite praised by the
nohles of Judah, xxviii. 4.

To-morrow, not to Loast of, xxvli, I.

Tongue, subject to God’s conlroul, xvi. 1;
its influence over others, xv. 4, 23;
xviii, 21; on the government of, xv.
1; xvii. 27; xxiii. 9; a lying, xii. 19;
the power of a soft, xxv, 15; of the
wise, x. 13, 19; xv. 2; xvi. 24; of
the wicked, its bitterness, xii, 18;
danger to themselves, xii. 13; xvii.
20; xviii. 7.

Tooth, a broken, to what compared, xxv.
19,

Transgression, the wicked snared by that
of his lips, xil. 13; a.snare in that of
the wicked, xxix. 6; when the wicked
are roultiplied it aboundeth, xxix. 16;
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he loveth it that loveth strife, xvil.
19; a glory to pass over it, xix. 11.
'l‘unsgressiun of the land, how: visiled,
xxvili. 2.
Transgressions, three, from which we can
no day be-free, xx. 9.
Transgressors, their way hard, xiii. 15.
Treasures of wickedness proﬁt not, x. 1.
Tree of life, to what compared, xiil, 12;
xv. 4.
Trials, intention of them, iii.- 12; xvii
Trlbute, the slothful shall be: under it,

Triﬂe;, what may appear so, their im-
portance, xx. 24.

Trophimus, the Jews" remark respecting
Paul’s conduct towards him, xxv. 18.

Trust in ourselves, its folly, xxviii. 26;
in God; its wisdom, iii. 5, 6; xvi. 3;
XXix. 25,

Truth, hear batlic pides to discover it;
xviii. 17; tHe honour God-puts on
those: who adhere to it, xii. 23; its
consistency with itself, xi. 28; its
stabllity, xil. 19; our duty to it, xxiii.
23; prudence necessary in the com-
munication of it, xi. 13,

Tyre,-an instance of the danger of pros-
perity, i. 32, and of how little security
wealth is, X. 2; consequences to -itself
of rejoiciny over the miseries of others,
Xvii. 5; xxiv. 17; ruined by sin, pro-
phecy respectmg xt xii. 19,

Tyre, prince of (I!hobal), his !Dollsh trust
in riches, xwiii. 11.

UwaeLiEF illustrated in Jeroboam, iii. 7.

Understanding, the danger of leaning to
it, iii. 5; darkenmed by sin, iv. 19;
xXviii. 5; when enlightened, its value,
xiii. 15; is a well-spring of life, xvi.
22; its value above riches, xxviii.
11; proofs of it, xiv. 20; xv. 14;
xvii. 27 ; xix. 25 proofofbemg void
of it, xii. I1.

Upright, their circumspeetion, xxi. 29;
their safety, xi. 3; God's readiness to
liear their prayer, xv. 8; a public
blessing, xi. Il; shall bave good
things in possession, xxviii. 10; by
whom hated, xxix. 10,

Uprightness, the poor walking in it,
xxviii. 6.

Urijah, contrasted with Azariah, xxvii. 5.

Urijuh (the prophet), his murderer de-
str;)ycd. xiii. 13; his memory blest,
x. 7.

Uzzah, God's notice of his heart, v. 21;
his death a warning ng'unstpresump-
tion, xxviii. 14.

Uzziah, his attention to Zechariah’s In-
slruction, x1h. 20; rebuked by Aza-
riah, xxvii. 5; the shame attending
his pnde xi. 2

Varw glory, xvil, 19; xxv. 27, See Boast-
ing.
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Vanity, the cerlain fruit of sin, xxii. 8.

Vashtl, an-instance of the vanity of beauty,
xxxi. 30.

Vinegar upon nitre, xxv. 20.

Violell;ce, the man that doeth it, xxviii.

Vislon, where none is, xxix. 18.

Voltaire and Volney, an instance of infi-
dels confuting one amother, xxii. 12
Note.

Vomit; a dog returning to, to what com-
pared, xxvi. 1.

WAXDERING from God, its issue, xxi. 16;

from stated dutics and employment,
_ evil of, xxvii. 8.

Warniugs, tendency in men to neglect
them, xxvii. 22; the danger of this,
xxix. L.

Watchfulness, the duty of, iv. 23.

Water, xvii, 14; xxvii. 19,

Way of a fool, xii. 15; of life, xv. 24; of
man, xxi. 8; of saints, il 8; of tle
slothful, xv. 19; of transgressors,
Xiii. 15; of the wicked as darkness,
iv. 19; seduceth them, xii 26; abo-
mination to-the Lord, xv. 9.

‘Wealth not the way to heaven, i. 32.

‘Well-spring of life, xvi.. 22.

Whirlwind, death' of the wicked com-
pared to, x. 25.

‘Whisperer separates chief friends, xvi.

‘Wicked, their contrivances, how carried
on, xii. 5; their cruelty, xii. 10; sin
without blushing, xxi. 29; God's es-
timate of their religious services, xv.
8. 29; xxi. 27; by whom praised,
xxviii. 4; the disgrace which awaits
them, xiil. 5; the certainty of their
punishment, xi. 21. 31; ensnare them-
selves in their attempt to ensnare
others, xii. 13; xxiv. 15, 16; xxvi.
27; their iniquity becomes their pu-
nishinent, v. 22; xi. 3; their con-
science makes cowards of them,xxviil.
1; their fears are realised, x. 2+4;
their expcectations of good are dis-
appointed, x. 2. 28; xxiv. 19, 20;
charge God with the consequenees of
their own misconduct, xix. 3; their
death, x. 25; xi. 7. 10; xiv. 32; the
curse of God in their families, iii. 33;
.contrasted with the righteous, x. 3;
xi. 8; xii. 21.

Widow, noticed by our Lord, iii. 9, 10,

Wilberforce quoted, xxi. 8.

Wilson (Bp.) quoted, x. 3; xvi, 8; xxv,
21; xxviii. 14. 26G.

Wine a mocker, xx. 1.

Wisdom, proofs of it, i. 5; ix. 8; x. 8. 14.
19; xi.2; xii, 15; xiv. 8; who at-
tain it, xi. 2; xiii. 10. 20; xiv. 6;
xviii. 1; folly of not using the means
in our power toattain it, xvii. 16 ; be-
nefit ol it, iii. 13. 17. 35; xii. 8; xvi.
20. 22; xxi. 22; xxiv, 5; xxviii. 26 ;
consequences of the want of It, x. 21;
who seck without attainlng it, xiv.G;
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the gift of God, ii. 6; the fear of the
Lord instructs men in and leads them
to it, xv. 33, and is the foundation
and principal part of it, i. 7; pro-
claimed by the Gospel, i. 20.

Wisdom, worldly, its folly, iii. 7; folly of
lzeeaning to our own, xxiii. 4; xxviii.

Wise men from the East, their love of
truth, xxiii. 23.

Wise, tbose in their own eyes, iii. 7. See
Self-conceit.

Witness, a false, like a murderer, xxv. 18.

Woman who anointed our Lord, iii. 9,
10; x. 7.

Woman that was a sinner, her repentance,
and our Lord’s notice of it, xxviii. 13;
xii. 25.

‘Women, young, cautioned, iv. 14, 15;
XXvii. §.

TWomen who offered tbeir looking-glasses
for the service .of the tabernacle, iii.
9, 10; tattling alluded to by St. Paul,
x. 19,

‘Word of God, its purity, xxx. 5.

World before the flood, consequence of
their not turning at God's reproof, i.
23; God’s nolice of their wickedness,
Xxv. 11; the false principles by which
they judged of character, iii. 31, 32;
the suddenness of their destruction,
x. 25; xxix 1.

Worship, publlic, the henour God puts
upon persevering attendance on it,
illustrated in the case of Anna, xi.
ll;; Hezekial's zeal to restore it, iii.
17.

Yzrar, sabbatical, consequences to the
Jews of not observing it, i. 30, 31.
Young, silence enjoined on them, xv. 2;

David, xxvii. 21, and Elihu, xvi. §1;
examples to them.
Young man, alluded to by Solomen, iv.

INDEX TO ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROYERDBS

Zaccnrvs, an illustration of God’s pro-
vidence, xvi. 9; no loser by his llhe-
rality, xiii. 7; contrasted with the
Pharisees, xxvi. 12,

Zacharias (father of John the Baptist),
God’s answer to his prayer, xv. 29;
his punishment, xi. 31; his conduct
under it, xxXv. 12; his foy in his son,
xxiii. 2¢.

Zacharias and Elisabeth, their path as the
shining light, iv. 18; their honourable
old age, xvi. 31.

Zarephath, widow of, her ready obedience,
x. 8; contrasted with Jezebel, xvi. 8.

Zeal in God's service, xv. 14; misguided
in Peter, zix. 2; and in the devout
woman at Antioch, xiv. 12.

Zeba and Zalmunna, their sudden de-
struction, x. 25,

Zechariah (son of Jehoiada), death of his
murderer, Xxv. 26; xxviii. 17.

Zedekiah (son of Chenaanah), one of
Ahab’s false prophets, his boasting,
xxv.14; the ruin his flattery brought
upon Ahab, xxvi. 28, and showing
how momentary is the advantage of
lying, xii. 19.

Zedekiah (son of Maaseiah), his lying
tongue, xii. 19; his awful death, xxi.
28

Zedekiah (the last of the kings of Judah),
his oppression, xxi. 13; deserted by
Pharaoh-Hophra, xxv. 19; bardened
in sip, xxi. 29; an apostate from a
pious father’'s example, and over-
taken by ruin, xxi. 16.

Zerubbabel and Jeshua, the opposers of
their counsels overtbrown, xxii. 12.

Ziba, his slander of his master, xvi. 28;
xviii. 17; injured David more than
Shimei did, xxix. 5.

Zimri, his rebellion, xvii. 19; his wounded
spirit, xviii. 14; his sudden and vio-
lent death, x. 25.

Zipbites, Saul’s praise of their treacbery,
xxvili, 4.
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