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144 JUDGES XIV. 

BLACKBOARD SKETCH. 

Samson's Riddle. 

' While we have time, let us do good uuto all men.' 

1. Samson's danger. 
Fond of pleasure, he was tempted to use God's 

gifts for selfish purposes. He forgot his 
calling to deliver Israel. Meets danger in 
the path. 

' The manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal.' 

2. God's warning in the riddle. 

' Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of 
the strong came forth.sweetness. '-Power.to 

be used to help others and strength to be 
united with gentleness. This to be done 

during life and not after death. 

' The night eometh when no man can work.' 
• None of us liveth to him8elf.' 

3. Sam.~on's blindness. 
Like Balaam, he does not see the warning, but 

uses the riddle to make money with. 

' They know not the thoughts of the Lord, 
neither understand they His counsel.' 



THE SPRING OF HIM WHO CALLED 

CHAPTER XV. 

BUT it came to pass within a while after, in the time of 

wheat harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a 

kid ; and he said, I will go in to my wife into the 

chamber. But her father would not suffer him to go in. 

2. And her father said, I verily thought that thou hadst 

utterly hated her ; therefore I gave her to thy companion : 

is not her younger sister fairer than she 1 take her, I pray 

thee, instead of her. 3. And Samson said concerning them, 
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1 Now shall I be more blameless than the Philistines, 1 'lhis time 
shall I be 

though I do them a displeasure. 4. And Samson went blameless in 
regard of the 

and caught three hundred 2 foxes, and took 3 firebrands, Philistines, 

and t~rned tail to tail, and put a 3 firebrand in the midst ~•~i~chf~~hcll' 
between two tails. 5. And when he had set the brands on ! i~~~~~~-
fire, he let them go into the standing corn of the Philistines, 

and burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing corn, 

1. Visited his wife with a kid. Though his wife had betrayed his 
secret, his love prevailed over his judgment, and he desired to make 
reconciliation, and so takes with him a present. His anger in finding 
that she had been given to some one else is very great, and he determines 
to be avenged. 

3. Now shall I be more blameless. See the R. V., 'This time shall I 
be blameless in regard of the Philistines, when I do them a mischief.' 
This time, as contrasted with the last occasion, when he could not do what 
he had wished to do. He had then been prevented by the laws of 
hospitality and the tie of marriage from avenging himself on those who 
had trifled with his wife, but now that the marriage was at an end, he 
could do what he liked. 

4. Foxes. It is supposed that jackals, generally found in packs, are here 
intended. We are told that they are still very common, especially in 
\Vest Palestine. With respect to the trick which Samson now played on 
the Philistines, it is interesting to note that Ovid tells us that there was 
a curious custom in Rome of letting loose foxes with lighted torches fixed 
to their tails in the Roman Circus during the celebration of the agricul­
tural festival in honour of Ceres. This was done to commemorate a prank 
played by a boy who let loose a fox tied up in hay, which had been fired, 
amongst the cornfields. We should like to know whether this story had 
a Phrenician origin. 

The foxes were tied by twos tail to tail to prevent their running to 
their own homes. The damage done by three hundred of them must have 
been very great. 

K 
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4 and also the 
oliveyards. 

0 If ye do after 
this manner~ 
surely I will. 

0 cleft. 

JUDGES XV. 

4 with the vineyards and olives. 6. Then the Philistines 
said, Who hath done this 1 And they answered, Samson, 
the son in law of the Timnite, because he had taken his 
wife, and given her to his companion. And the Philis~ines 
came up, and burnt her and her father with fire. 7. And 
Samson said unto them, 5 Though ye have done this, yet will 
I be avenged of you, and after that I will cease. 8. And 
he smote them hip and thigh with a great slaughter : and 
he went down and dwelt in the 6 top of the rock Etam. 
9. Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, 
and spread themselves in Lehi. 10. And the men of 
Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? And they 
answered, To bind Samson are we come up, to do to him 
as he hath done to us. ll. Then three thousand men of 
Judah went to the 6 top of the rock Etam, and said to 
Samson, Knowest thou not that the Philistines a1·e rulers 
over us ? what is this that thou hast done unto us 1 And 
he said unto them, As they did unto me, so have I done 
unto them. 12. And they said unto him, We are come 
down to bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand 

6. And the Philistines ... burnt her aJJ.d her father. Vl'as this done 
to pacify or punish Samson ·1 Apparently the former. Yet the words 
that follow read as though Samson was enraged at what they had done, 
and conseqnently determined further vengeance. It is possible that 
what they did was done without reference to Samson at all, simply to 
vent their rage on the cause of their misfortune. 

8. He smote them hip and thigh. It is thought that as the hip and 
thigh were the choice pieces in the sacrifices, this means that Samson 
slew the best and choicest amongst the Philistines ; but the expression, a 
proverbial one, is difficult. 

Cleft of the rock Etam-some hiding-place-perhaps a cave in the rock 
of Etam, a place in the hill country of Judah. 

9. And spread themselves. The Philistines went up and assembled 
themselves near to the spot where they believed Samson to be, and then 
scattered in order to find him. 

ll. Then three thousand men of Judah. The relation of these men of 
Judah to Samson is noteworthy. So far he has been.playing for his own 
hand, and in spite of his wonderful deeds, they have, therefore, no con­
fidence in him. Indeed, they much wish that he would not disturb the 
peace which they had with their masters. 



THE SPRING OF HIM WHO CALLED 

of the Philistines. And Samson said unto them, Swear 
unto me, that ye will_ not fall upon me yourselves. 
13. And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will 
bind thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand : but surely 
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new 
7 cords, and brought him up from the rock. 14. And when 7 ropes. 
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he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted 8 against him : s as they met 
and the spirit of the L01w came mightily upon him, and him. 

the 1 cords that were upon his arms bect,me as flax that was 
burnt with fire, and his bands u loosed from off his focnds. 9 dropped. 

15. And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth 
his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith. 
16. And Samson said, 

,vith the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, 
With the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men. 

17. And it came to pass, when he had made an end of 
speaking, that he cast away the jawbone out of his hand, 
and called that place Ramath-lehi. 18. And he was sore 
athirst, and called on the Loirn, and said, Thou hast given 
this great delivemnce 10 into the hand of thy servant : and 10 by. 

now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the un­
circumcised 1 19. But God clave a hollow place that 11 was 11 is in Lehi. 

12. And Samson said, Swear unto me. Samson readily consents, in 
hopes of showing them his mighty strength, of which he was now fully 
aware. This might persuade them to seek his help. 

15. Slew a thousand therewith. It is likely that the men of Judah 
told the Philistines that they would deliver Samson bound, and that 
consequently the latter came up unarmed. The divine enthusiasm by 
which he was seized carried and bore down everything before it. Seizing 
t!vi first thing that came to hand, the jawbone of an ass, he used it with 
terrible execution. One after another fell before him, till he had killed a 
thousand men. His sense of triumph expresses itself in a pithy saying. 

I 7. Ramath-lehi. The height or hill of the jawbone. 
18. Thou hast given this great deliverance. Samson, in spite of his 

many sins, had faith and humility. What he had done, he felt was done 
by God and not by himself. 

19. God clave a hollow place that was in the jaw-better as in R. V., 
' God clave the hollow place that is in Lebi.' In his sore need a rock 
hard by the place of his victory was smitten, and water came out in 
abundance. In consequence the place was called 'The spring of him 
that called,' i.e. upon God. 
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in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he 

I'J the name 
thereof was 
called. 

had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived : where­
fore 12 he called the name thereof En-hakkore, which is in 
Lehi unto this day. 20. And he judged Israel in the days 
of the Philistines twenty years. 

20. And he Judged Israel, Apparently this feat of strength, followed 
as it was by such daring deeds of valour in the face of three thousand 
frightened countrymen, led to his being made judge or leader, a position 
he held for twenty years. 

LESSON XXII 

The Spring of him who called 

l.STRODUC'l'ION.-It will be well to show that Samson has not learned, 
in spite of the riddle, why his great strength was given him, still forgets 
the needs of his own country, and seeks selfish pleasure, the result being 
the destruction of the woman he loved. Then show that this unpatriotic 
conduct had its effect in producing distrust. His own countrymen have 
no faith in him, are ready to give him up to their enemies. But it is 
when Samson is in danger that his better qualities are seen. We here 
see his faith. Begin by describing the ' spring.' Many years ago, if we 
had been travelling from Tinmath, Samson's home, over the foothills of 
Judah towards Lachish, after about ten miles our guide would have 
pointed out a spring of clear water, and told us that its name was 
Samson's spring.· It lies in a little basin amongst cliffs which still bear 
the strange name of jawbone; it is of this spring that we are going to 
speak to-day. Its name was En-hakkore, which means 'spring of the 
caller.' We shall first see who it was that called, and why he called. 

MATTER. 

1. The caller. 
Samson is in great danger. He 

has been suddenly seized by his 
own countrymen, bound fast with 
new strong cords, and carried up 
from the cave of Etam, where he 
had been living, to Lehi. The men 
of Judah have brought him up for 
the purpose of giving him. into the 
hands of the Philistines. Show why 
his own people are ready to betray 
him, and why Samson allowed him­
self to be caught. Picture his lying 
bound quite still, on some rock, in 
the face of his enemies. The men 
oi· Judah stand apart to see what 
will happen. 

METHOD, 

1. Show that Samson has to some 
extent brought this dangerous posi• 
tion upon himself. It is his own 
fault. 

Show that Samson expects to be 
delivered, and perhaps welcomes 
the opportunity of showing the 
men of Judah that God is with 
him. It may be well to refer to the 
strong Son of God bound by the 
hands of His own countrymen to be 
delivered to the Gentiles. Quote 
also the words of the Collect, 
'Bound by the chain of our sins.' 
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LESSON XXII-continued-THE SPRING OF HUI WHO CALLED 

MATTER, 

2. On Whom he called. 
Strange to think that one lonely 

man, bound hand and foot, will be 
able to do more than the three 
thousand men of Judah who are 
free and able to use their limbs! 
How is it? The men of Judah have 
given up believing in God, Samson 
still holds him fast by God. He 
knows of no other deliverer. And 
though probably he sees that he has 
not done all he ought with his gift 
of strength, yet he does not believe· 

- God will give up His consecrated 
servant into the hands of the Philis­
tines. So he prays. 

3. Results of the call. 
(a) Victory. (b) Refreshment. 

The Philistines shouted and Sam­
son prays. As they near the pros­
trate giant, to their surprise he 
breaks the cords, rises with ease, 
and picking up the first thing he 
finds, the jawbone of an ass, uses 
it with fearful effect, jumping from 
rock to rock, hurling this man this 
way and another that, smiting all 
within his reach, until the total of 
one thousand dead was reached. 
Note that the Philistines were pro­
bablyunarmed,as they had no reason 
to fear any opposition. The effort 
nearly cost Samson his life. When 
it is over, he feels in a fainting con­
dition, ready to die, if he cannot 
find water. Apparently the men of 
Judah had fled with the Philistines, 
fearing what he might do to them. 
He was alone, and there was no one 
to get him refreshment. He calls 
again. Note how pathetic his call 
is. Then he suddenly hears the 
sound of water, and finds that God 
has heard his prayer and sent him 
refreshment. 

METHOD, 

2. Note some of the great victories 
won by prayer: Rephidim-Eben­
ezer-Elijah's victory at Carmel. 

'Prayer and pains can do every­
thing.' The Son of God was so 
distinguished by prayer that His 
own disciples begged that they 
might be taught to pray as He did. 

3. Milton calls his weapon ' his 
sword of bone.' 

Note his great strength is not 
natural, but ascribed to the special 
outpouring of the Spirit of God. 

Note that though his strength is 
supernatural, yet it wastes with 
use. Samson feels the effort neces­
sary for conquest. 
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BLACKBOARD SKETCH, 

The Spring of him who called. 

l. The caller. 
Samson-a prisoner bound hand and foot­

betrayed by his countrymen-about to be 
delivered to the Philistines. 

The Son of God bound by the Jews. 
The Christian bound by the chain of sins, 

forged by himself or his friends. 

2. On Whom he called. 
Calls on the living God Who had saved him 

from the lion. 
Christ's call on the Cross: 'My God, My God, 

why hast Thou forsaken Me?' 
The Christian's call on Christ: 'Lord save us, 

we perish.' 

3. Results of his call. 
Victory and refreshment. 
His enemies destroyed. His life preserved. 
Bonds of death burst. Refreshment of Easter. 
' Who turned th~ hard rock into a standing 

water and the flint-stone into a springing 

well.' 



TEMPTATION 

CHAPTER XVI. 1-22. 

THEN went Samson to Gaza, and saw there a harlot, 
and went in unto her. And it was told the Gazites, 
saying, Samson is come hither. 2. And they com­

passed him in, and laid wait for him all night in the gate 

151 

of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, 1 In the 1 Let _be till 
. h . . d h 11 k'll h" A mornmg light, mormng, w en 1t 1s ay,, we s a 1 1m. 3. nd then, 

Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took 
the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and 
2 went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his 2 plucked them 

shoulders, and carried them up to the top of 3 a hill that is ~liiemountoin. 

before Hebron. 4. And it came to pass afterward, that he 
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was 

Delilah. 5. And the lords of the Philistines came up unto 
her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great 

1. Then went Samson to Gaza. It is disappointing to find that the 
great deliverance which God had wrought by Samson gave him no sense 
of what God could and would do for the nation. Samson here again is 
engrossed in the personal pursuit of pleasure. 

2. And it was told. These words, as the italics show, are not in the 
Hebrew, but are supplied from the LXX., the Greek translation. 

3. And they compassed him in. The men of Gaza not only shut the 
gate of the city, thus making it impossible for Samson to get out except 
by climbing the walls, but assembled in strength in the rooms built at·the 
side or over the gate, intending to kill him in the morning. To have 
attacked him in the house where he was, would have been not only 
against the custom of the city, but a breach.of the law of hospitality. 

3. And too~ the doors of the gate of the city. This brave feat of 
strength was done close to the place where the men of Gaza were. Secure 
of their prey, they were probably fast asleep (' Quiet all the night,' 
ver. 2). Samson took hold of the posts on which the doors were hung, 
lifted them out of the deep holes in which they had been fixed, and 
carried them off, doors and all, to a hill some distance off looking towards• 
Hebron. 

4. The valley of Sorek, i.e. the valley running up to his own home, 
Timnath. · 

Delilah. ' The name seems to mean languid, delicate, and is used in 
Maltese poetry as a common name for girls' (Speaker's Commentary). 
From the context, it seems that she was a Philistine. It is strange 
that Samson had such a hankering after the daughters of the enemy of 
his people, and this in spite of bitter disappointments. 
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strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against 
him, that we may bind him to afflict him : and we will 
give thee every one of iis eleven hundred pieces of silver. 
6. And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein 
thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be 
bound to afflict thee. 7. And Samson said unto her, If 
they bind me with seven green withes that were never 
dried, then · shall I bo weak, and be as another man. 
8. Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her 
seven green withes which had not been dried, and she 

4 she had Hers bound him with them. 9. Now 4 there were men lying in 
in wait abiding . b'd' . h h . th h b in the inner wait, a I mg wit er m e e am er. And she said 
chamber. unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And 

5 string. 

t1 wherewith 
no work hath 
been done. 

7 inner 
chamber. 

he brake the withes, as a 6 thread of tow is broken when it 
toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known. 10. And 
Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, 
ttnd told me lies : now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith 
thou mightest be bound. 11. And he said unto her, If 
they bind me fast with new ropes 6 that never were 
occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man. 
12. Delibh therefore took new ropes, and bound him 
therewith, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding in the 
7 chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a 
thread. 13. And Delila.h said unto Samson, Hitherto thou 
hast mocked me,' and told me lies : tell me wherewith 
thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If 
thou weavest the seven locks of my head with the web. 

5. Eleven hundred pieces of silver, i.e. 5500 shekels of silver would 
• represent a very large sum, several hundred pounds of our money. 

7, Seven green witbes. Withes are willow twigs. When fresh, they 
would be difficult to break. 
· 13. The seven locks. This is interesting as showing that it was pro­

bably the practice of those consecrated by the vow of the Nazarite to plait 
their hair into Jocks. These long plaits were 'Woven by Delilah into the 
warp belonging to a loom in the room, which was theµ fastened into some 
beam, either of the floor or the wall, by a pin. 
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14. And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, 
The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked 
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out of his sleep, and 8 went away with the pin of the s plucked away 

beam, and with the web. 15. And she said unto him, th
e. 

How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not 
with me ? thou hast mocked me these three times, and 
hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. 
16. And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily 
with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed 
unto death. 17. 9 That he told her all his heart, and said 9 And. 

iinto her, There bath not come a razor upon mine head ; 
for I have been a N azarite unto God from my mother's 
worn b ; if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, 
and I shall become weak, and be like any other man. 
18. And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his 
heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, 
saying, Come np this once, for he hath shewed me all his 
heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, 
and brought 10 money in their hand. 19. And she made 10 the money. 

him sleep upon her knees ; and she called for a man, and 
11 she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head ; 11 shaved off'. 

and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from 
him. 20. And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, 
Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I 
will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. 

• 
17. Then he told her all his heart. This revelation of his sacred vow 

to a heathen woman was a profanation. It was not in the least likely 
that she would be led by it to worship Samson's God, and her only reason 
for asking it was perfectly plain and evident, and that to ensnare him. 
Samson, then, in yielding showed disloyalty to God. He also showed 
superstition. It was not the long hair that gaye him his strength, bnt 
the separation to God which that outward sign testified. See Num, 
vi. 13-the hair was only to be shaved off when his consecration was at an 
end-very significant! · 

20. I will go out as at other times. Samson had the feeling that, in a 
crisis of peril, God would still be with him. He now found to his sorrow 
that there was no inspiration-no divine enthusiasm-no power from on 
high giving him supernatural strength-'the Lord had departed from 
him.' 
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12 But. 12 And he wist not that the LoRD was departed from him. 
1a And ... laid 21. 13 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, 
hold on. and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters 

of br[l.'ls; and he did grind in the prison house. 22. How­
beit the hair of his head began to grow again after he was 
shaven. 

21. And put out his eyes. This was the best means to prevent his 
doing further mischief. A blind giant is only a picture of impotency. 
Horrible though such a mutilation was, it was not uncommon. -Zedekiah 
had his eyes put out by the king of Babylon (2 Kings xxv. 7). 

And brought him down to Ga.za. Gaza was their chief city, celebrated 
for the great heathen temple dedicated to Dagon. Samson was brought 
down as a trophy: 'they said, Our go·d hath delivered Samson into our 
hand' (chap. xvi. 23). 

Re did grind. He who had rejoiced in the freedom his great strength 
gave him was now obliged, blind and weak though he was, to do the menial 
service of slaves. 

LESSON XXIII 

Temptation 
1 Enter not into temptation.' 

lNTRODUCTION.-Begi11. by asking who it was that said these words, and 
when? Refer also to the petition iri the Lord's Prayer, 'Lead us not into 
temptation,' and ask why this should be our attitude if temptation is 
good for us (see S. James i. 12, 13). The answer is, Temptation is very 
dangerous, and never safe unless, like our Lord, we are led up by the 
Spirit to be tempted. To-day a lesson on temptation, showing how 
dangerous it is to play with it, what loss and ruin it may lead to. 

MATTER. METHOD. . 

I. The way of temptation. • 1. Contrast the examplesof Gideon 
. Samson, t~ou~hseparated to God, and Jephthah. How impossible to 
18 always thmkmg of pleasure_, a1;1d imagine Gideon making friends with 
cares not where he may obtam it. • . . . 
Twice before--at Timnath and at the Midtamtes, or Jephthah with 
Gaza-he has gone into bad corn- the Ammonites. 
pany, and on both occasions got Quote Prov. xiii. 20: 'A -eom-
into difficulties. Now again he panion of fools shall be destroyed.' 
seeks out a Philistine home, and 
makes friends with a Philistine 
woman. Where ought he to have 
been? Leading the hosts of the 
Lord against the very people that 
he is now seeking. 
2. The course of temptation. 2. Playing with temptation is 

Samson in the Philistine home. like playing with fire. Instead of 
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LESSON XXIII-continued. TEMPTATION 

MATTER. METHOD. 

His enemies imagine that there is 
some trickery about his strength. 
They wish Delilah to find out, pro­
mise her a great deal of money if 
she does. She asks Samson. He 
has a great contempt for Philistine 
intelligence; will amuse himself by 
pretending to tell her, and then· 
dashing out if any of his enemies 
dare to trifle with him.· He does 
not intend to reveal his secret, but 
plays with the temptation. This, 
however, leads him to tell lies; this 
is the second stage of tern ptation. 

Note Samson's three lies which, 
though said in jest, were signs of 
moral weakness. They were not 
entirely free from pride and vain 
glory. Samson delighted in show­
ing off his strength. 

At last the temptation comes to 
an issue. Samson must either leave 
the house or yield. Delilah wiij 
not accept any more excuses. It is 
now easier to yield than to leave· 
the pleasant home and friend, and 
the question rises in Samson's mind 
as to whether there is any reason 
why he should not tell the secret. 
After all, what harm would there 
be? It was no secret in his own 
home; why, then, should he not 
tell it to his Philistine friend? 
Now, Samson knew that the only 
reason he was asked about it was 
in order that he might be deprived 
of his strength-that the Philistines 
might glory over God's champion. 
He ought, then, to have been very 
reserved about it, mofe especially 
as it concerned his private relations 
with God. Samson thought, 'Let 
them know it if they like, they 
can't profit by it, for I shall never 
give them an opportunity to touch 
my hair.' The last stage is now 
reached, and the tempter waits till 
Samson is off his guard. At first 
Samson would be on the watch, but 

being a useful servant, it may be­
come a bad master. 

If we have not the courage to say 
'No ' at once, then we are soon 
obliged to invent excuses for not 
doing what we are asked to do. 

Pride always precedes a fall. 

Compare a boy at school telling 
to some bad boy some of his private 
home secrets, which if revealed 
might do damage to the home. 
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LESSON XXIII-continued. TEMPTATION 

MATTER, METHOD. 

~s the danger never appeared, he 
got careless; at last is caught asleep 
and overcome. 

3, The fall. 
Samson knows he has done wrong. 

He knew it when he told his secret. 
He ought, then, to have carefully 
avoided the house of the tempter, 
but could not withstand the attrac­
tion ; and now that which he 
thought impossible has taken place 
-he has lost his hair. But he 
thinks that God will not allow His. 
cause to fail because he has sinned. 
He hears the shout of the enemy, 
but feels no enthusiasm, no spirit 
for the fight, no strength, He 
knows the awful fact that God has 
left him. Separation from God 
leads to pain and misery. In a few 
hours Sa.mson is bound, blind, and 
a prisoner. 

3. Illustrate the moth fluttering 
to the candle, the bat to the light. 

Quote from Tennyson's ' Sir 
Galahad'-

' My strength is as the strength often, 
Because my heart is pure.' 

and show that Samson could no 
longer say this.-' The wages of sin 
is death.' 

.. 
BLACKBOARD SKETCH. 

Temptation. 
'Enter not into temptation, 

I. Samson entering temptation. 
Samson, seeking pleasure, goes to Sorek. 

Tempted to reveal the secret of his strength, 
Lies. Makes boast of it. 

'E11ery mrin is tempted when he is drawn away 
of his own lust and enticed.' 

2. Samson deceived. 
Tempter very cunning. Why not tell? 

No one would be harmed. Samson tells. 
Profanes his religion and his GO(i. 

'When lust hath conceii-ed, it hringethforth sin.' 

3. Samsonjallen. 
Like any one elRe, God has left him. 

No strength-no enthusiasm-no hope. 
Samson bound-blind-a slave grinding corn. 
'Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.' 

' The wages of sin is death.' 
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CHAPTER XVI. 23-31 

THEN the lords of the Philistines gathered them 
together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon 
their god, and to rejoice : for they said, Our god 

hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand. 24. And 

when the people saw him, they praised their god : for they 

said, Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, 
and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us. 
25. And it came· to pass, when their hearts were merry, 
that they said, Call_ for Samson, that he may make us 
sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison 
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house; and he made 1 them sport : and they set him I sport before 

between the pillars. 26. AI_J-d Samson said unto the lad them. 

that held him _by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the 
pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon 

23. Dagon their god. This was a grotesque image, half human and 
half animal. The upper part had the face and shoulders of a man or 
woman, the lower part was shaped like a fish. Their conception of God 
grew out of their trade, which was chiefly in fish, and they supposed that 
their own particular god would have something of the wisdom of man, 
with the fruitfulness characteristic of the fish. 

24. Our God hath delivered. All teachers should read the sublime 
dialogue which Milton imagines, in his Samson Agoniste~, taking place 
between Manoah and Samson, both of whom feel bitterly the dishonour 
this idolatrous feast brought upon God. Samson is, however, sure that 
-God will avenge Himself-

' rrhis only hope relieves me, that the strife 
,vith me hath enJ.; all tbe contest is now 
'Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath presumec.l, 
Me overthrown, to enter lists with God, 
His deity comparing and preferring 
Before the God of Abraham. He, be sure, 
\ViU not connive) or lingerJ thus provoked; 
But will arise, and His great Name assert.' 

Unfortunately, the history gives us no reason to believe that Samson's 
-chief desire was to glorify God by his death. 

25. And he made them sport. The object of amusing the Philistines 
was to put them off their guard and to find the pillars, through which he 
hoped to avenge the pain and disgrace he had suffered. 
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2 rested, and 
leaned upon 
them, the one 
with his right 
hand, and the. 

JUDGES XVI. 23-3 

them. 27. Now the house was full of men and women; 
and all the lords of the Philistines were there ; and there 
were upon the roof about three thousand men and women, 
that beheld while Samson made sport. 28. And Samson 
called unto the LORD, and said, 0 Lord Goo, remember me, 
I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, 
0 God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for 
my two eyes. 29. And Samson took hold of the two 
middle pillars upon which the house 2 stood, and on which 
it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the 
other with his left. 30. And Samson said, Let rne die with 
the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; 

and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people 
that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death 
were more than they which he slew in his life. ;31. Then 
his brethren and all the house _of his father came down, and 

27. The house was full of men. Dagon's temple, in which they were 
assembled, was a house with a flat roof. Part of it was open to the air, 
so that those on the roof could see what was going on inside the temple. 
The roof which accommodated three thousand people was mainly 
supported by two pillars, which probably stood in the mid<lle of the 
court beneath. When they were removed, the pressure from above 
brought the roof in with a great crash. It should be noted that the 
LXX. translation has seven hun<lred as the number of those on the roof; if 
this is more accurate than that of our text, then th'e number beneath must 
have been greatly in excess of those above, as 'the dead which Samson 
slew at his death were more than those which he slew in his life.' · 

28. Remember me, I pray thee. These words lead us to think of 
another prayer said by a dying man suffering great pain, but how 
different the spirit of the penitent malefactor from that of Samson ! 
The selfish spirit which had been Samson's curse remains with him to 
the close. There is no prayer for the vindication of God's glory such 
as Milton fondly imagines, but only the natural wish for personal 
vengeance. 

30. Let me die with the Philistines. There are no more pathetic words 
in the book of Judges than these. Samson feels his life is over, and has 
no wish to make any fresh effort. The loss of sight made the future 
hopeless. 

31. His brethren and all the house of his father came down. It was 
a bold act, for the Philistines were their masters; but they trusted, and 
rightly, to the consternation that the overthrow of Dagon's temple had 
excited. Manoah, it would seem, was now dead ; there were, however, 
kinsmen who cherished the name of Samson, and delighted, even at the 
risk of their lives, to do him honour. 
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took him, and brought him up, and buried him between 
Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his 
father. And he judged Israel twenty years. 

And he judged. This means little more than that Samson was the 
recognised leader of the people for twenty years. 

LESSON XXIV 

Samson's Death 

INTRODUCTION.-It is worth noting how very few death-scenes _, nave 
in the Bible. The contrast between this of Samson and that of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is most instructive, the one teaching ns how not to die as 
the other teaches us how to die. It will be well, then, to take this con­
trast and work it out for the children. It may be taken in three divisions : 
(1) the last days; (2) the last prayer; (3) the last act. 

MATTER. 

l. The last days. 
Samson is now blind, suffering 

hot burning pains in his eyes, and 
in prison, deprived of the liberty 
he loved so well and used so badly. 
He, the strong man that conld do as 
he liked with others, now obliged 
to do what others tell him, nay, 
dependent on children to lead him 
to and from his work. This was 
probably grinding corn - hard, 
monotonous, and tiring. Samson 
is bearing his own sins, but so far 
as we learn from the Scripture, there 
is no note of penitence, only a thirst 
for vengeance. 

2. The last prayer. 
At last Samson is to be led out, 

not, however, to execution, but to 
amuse the Philistines. Streets 
thronged with people flocking to 
Dagon's temple. They laugh and 
jeer at Samson as, led by a boy, he 
goes there to show his wit. He 
has asked many questions about its 
interior, how the pillars are placed, 
what they support. He rejoices as 
he thinks of the crowds that are 
assembling to make his vengeance 
the more snre. · When the temple 

METHOD. 

l. Recapitulate last lesson, that 
the children may realise that Sam­
son's punishment corresponded to, 
his sin. Then describe the prison 
where Samson is, and picture him 
amongst the prisoners. 

Note that Samson had sinned\ 
with his eyes, using them simply 
for pleasure; so, too, the great gift 
of strength he had used for his own 
advantage. 

Contrast Christ in the prison, 
bound, His back lacerated· with 
scourging, bearing our sins. Note 
His patience and meekness. 

2. Picture the temple with its 
open court, surrounded by a very 
deep and lofty cloister, on the roof 
of which hundreds of people were 
sitting to watch the games. 

Contrast here again with our 
Lord's last prayer,' Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they 
do,' and show that the circumstances 
were still more provocative in Hi~ 
case than in Samson's. He has no 
thought for vengeance, but only for 
the salvation of His enemies. 
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LESSON XXIV -contillued. SAMSON'S DEATn 

MATTER. METHOD, 

is reached, he delights the people 
with his games. He pretends to 
be faint and wearied, asks the boy 
to lead him to the pillars that 
support the roof. Then he prays. 
Note what he says: 'Strengthen 
me, that I be avenged.' · Very sad, 
Samson about to die, and yet crying 
for vengeance. 

3. The last act. 
Samson now stretches out his 

hands for the pillars, and as he 
does so, finds that the strength of 
God is rushing through his whole 
frame. Bowing himself, he begins 
to feel them totter. With one wild 
despairing cry, 'Let me die with 
the Philistines,' he overwhelms all 
in one mighty catastrophe. First 
the pillars-then the roof-then the 
whole building falls in, the sight­
seers only helping to make the 
destruction more complete. 

4-. The lesson. 
Samson died as he lived. Though 

possessing splendid gifts, both intel­
ligence and strength, and marked 
out by his vow to be the saviour 
of his people, he pursued a life 
of pleasure. Timnath, Gaza, and 
Sorek, Philistine places, were all 
sought out for selfish amusement. 
~nd his great gift of strength was 
used to destroy those who interfered 
with it. It is true they were the 
enemies of his country, but they 
were not destroyed for that reason, 
but because they deceived him. So 
a life that might have been great 
was one of destruction for selfish 
purposes, and was summed up in 
the words, 'He slew more in his 
death than he did in his life.' 

3. Contrast our Lord's last act. 
His hands too were stretched out, 
but His desire is not to destroy the 
world that did it, but to save it. 
When He cried, 'It is finished,' 
there was proof in the response of 
nature that some great change bad 
been wrought. The reconciliation 
was complete, man was saved. 

4. Contrast the life of Christ. 
He died as He lived, He pleased 
not Himself-came to save men's 
lives, not destroy them-saved their 
bodies, their minds, and souls, and 
when He was dying, His enemies 
said in words more true than they 
understood, 'He saved others, Him­
self He cannot save.' 
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BLACKBOARD SKETCH, 

Samson's Death contrasted with Christ's Death. 

I. Last days. 

Samson: blind-imprisoned-grinding at a 
mill. 

Christ: imprisoned-scourged-mocked­
crucified. 

2. Last pmyer. 

'Remember me this once, that I may be avenyed 
of the Philistines.' 

· ' Father, forgi-ve them, for they know not 
what they do.' 

3. Last act. 

To destroy his enemies. 

To sal'e His enemies. 

L 
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1 further side. 
2 the hill 
country of. 
3 harlot. 

4 and tarry 
ye until the 
day declineth. 

JUDGES XIX., XX., XXI. 

CHAPTERS XIX., XX., XXI. 

AND it came to pass in those days, when there was no 
king in Israel, that there was a certain Levite 
sojourning on the 1side of 2mount Ephraim, who 

took to him a concubine out of Beth-lehem-judah. 2. And 
his concubine played the 3 whore against him, and went 
away from him unto her father's house to Beth-lehem­
judah, and was there four whole months. 3. And her 
husband arose, and went after her, to speak friendly unto 
her, and to bring her again, having his servant with him, 
and a couple of asses : and she brought him into her 
father's house: and when the father of .the damsel saw 
him, he rejoiced to meet him. 4. And his father in law, 
the damsel's father, retained him ; and he abode with him 
three days : so they did eat and drink, and lodged there. 
5. And it came to pass on the fourth day, when they arose 
early in the morning, that he rose up to depart : and the 
damsel's father said unto his son in law, Comfort thino 
heart with a morsel of bread, and afterward go your way. 
6. And they sat down, and did eat and drink both of 
them together : for the damsel's father had said unto the 
man, Be content, I pray thee, and tarry all night, and let 
thine heart be merry. 7. And when the man rose up to 
depart, his father in law urged him : therefore he lodged 
there again. 8. And he arose early in the morning on the 
fifth day to depart : and the damsel's father said, Comfort 
thine heart, I pray thee. 4 And they tarried until after-

1. For the position of this chapter and its relation to the rest of the 
book of Judges, see the Introduction, 

5. The damsel's father said unto his son in law. Throughout we notice 
the respect paid to the Levite, no doubt on the ground of his sacred 
character. The liberal hospitality offered and a.ccepted would help to 
secure kindly treatment for his daughter, 
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noon, and they did eat both of them. 9. And when the man 
rose up to depart, he, and his concubine, and his servant, 
his father in law, the damsel's father, said unto him, 

Behold now, the day draweth towards evening, I pmy 
you tarry all night : behold, the day groweth to an end, 
lodge here, that thine heart may be merry ; and to-morrow 

get you early on your way, that thou mayest go home. 
10. But the man would not tarry that night, but he rose 

up and departed, and came over against Jebus, which is 
Jerusalem; and there were with him two asses saddled, his 
concubine also was with him. 11. And when they were by 

Jebus, the day was far spent; and the servant said unto 
his master, Come, I pray thee, and let us turn in into this 
city of the Jebusites, and lodge in it. 12. And his master 
said unto him, We will not turn aside hither into the city 

of a stranger, that is not of the children of Israel ; we will 
pass over to Gibeah. 13. And he said unto his servant, 
Come, and let us draw near to one of these places 6 to lodge a and we will 

11 • ht · G"b h · R h 14 A d h d lodgeinGibeab, a mg , Ill I ea , or m ama . . n t ey passe or in Ramah. 

on and went their way ; and the sun went down upon them 

when they were by Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin. 
15. And they turned aside thither, to go in and to lodge 
in Gibeah : and when he went in, he sat him down in a 
street of the city : for there was no man that took them 
into his house to lodging. 16. And behold, there came an 

old man from his work out of the field at even, which was 

10. Over against Jebus, which is Jerusalem. A sign of the date of the 
narrative, which was written after the days of David. 

12. The city of a stranger. It added much to the horror of what after­
wards happened, that it took place in a Benjamite, not a heathen city­
a town where hospitality would naturally be expected. 

15. And when he went in. 'And he went in and sat him down in the 
street, i. e. the main street or open square.' Apparently there was no 
inn in the place, and it was therefore necessary, unless hospitality was 
offered, to camp in the town, much as gypsies a11d frequenters of fairs do 
in our own towns. This in the hospitable Ea~t was evidently considered 
unusual, for the narrator remarks that 'there was no man that took them 
into his house for lodging.' 
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also of mount Ephraim; and he sojourned in Gibeah: but 

the men of the plaee were Benjamites. 17. And when he 
had lift up his eyes, he saw a wayfaring man in the street 

of the city: and the old man said, Whither goest thou 1 and 
whence comest thou 1 18. And he said unto him, We are 

passing from Beth-lehem-judah toward the 1 side of 2 mount 
Ephraim ; from thence am I : and I went to Beth-lehem­
j.udah, but I am now going to the house of the LORD ; and 

there is no man that receiveth me to house. 19. Yet 
there is both straw and provender for our asses ; and there 

is bread and wine also for me, and for thy handmaid, and 

for the young man which is with thy servants : there is no 
want of any thing. 20. And the old man said, Peace be 
with thee ; howsoever let all thy wants lie upon me ; only 
lodge not in the street. 21. So he brought him into his 
house, and gave provender unto the asses: and they 
washed their feet, and did eat and drink. 22. Now as 

they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of 
the city, certain sons of Belia!, beset the house round 
about, and beat at the door, and spake to the master of 
the house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the man that 

came into thine house, that we may know him. 23. And 

the man, the master of the house, went out unto them, 
and said unto them, Nay, my brethren, nay, I pray you, 
do not so wickedly ; seeing that this man is come into 

mine house, do not this folly. 24. Behold, here is my 
daughter a maiden, and his concubine ; them I will bring 

16. Which was also of Mount Ephraim. The old man recognised the 
tribal rela.tionship, and felt that it was a disgrace to Ephraim that one of 
his own tribe should lodge in the streets, and so offered him hospitality. 

18. Going to the house of the Lord, i.e. up to Shiloh, which could not 
have been far off. The Levite evidently feels keenly the slight put upon 
him by the behaviour of the men of Gibeah. As a member of the sacred 
ministry he had a right to expect generous treatment. 

24. Here is my daughter a maiden. Nothing could better show the 
awful depth of degradation than this horrible proposal of the old man. 
There is no sort of defence attempted. The men sacrifice their dearest 
to worse than howling wolves to save themselves. 
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out now, and humble ye them, and do with them what 
seemeth good unto you : but unto this man do not so vile 
a thing. 25. But the men would not hearken to him: so 
the man took his concubine, and brought her forth unto 

them ; and they knew her, and abused her all the night 
until the morning : and when the day bega,n to spring, 
they let her go. 26. Then came the woman in the dawn­
ing of the day, and fell down at the door of the man's 

house where her lord was, till it was light. 27. And her 
lord rose up in the morning, and opened the doors of the 

house, and went out to go his way : and behold, the 
woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the 
house, and her hands were upon the threshold. 28. And 

he said unto her, Up, and let us be going. But none 
answered. Then the man took her 1,p upon an ass, and 
the man rose up, and gat him unto his place. 29. And 

when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and 
laid hold on his concubine, and divided her, 6 together with "limb by Iimh. 

her bones, into twelve pieces, and sent l1er 7 into all the :s¥hii~~J!rs. 
coasts of Israel. 30. And it was so, that all that saw it 
said, There was no such deed done nor seen from the day 
that the children of Israel came up out of the land of 

Egypt unto this day : consider of it, take 8 advice, and s couosel. 

speak your minds. 

xx. L Then all the children of Israel went out, and the 

congregation was gathered together as one man, from Dan 

even to Beer-sheba, with the land of Gilead, unto the 

29. Divided her. As Saul in after-days hewed his oxen in pieces aml 
sent parts of them throughout Israel, with the threat that those who 
failed to follow him and Samuel should be treated as his oxen had been, 
so with a different motive the Levite sent the body of the woman he had 
loved throughout the tribes. They should receive the same shock as he 
himself had done. We can imagine the tribal meeting, the story of 
the outrage, and then the exhibition of the relic, followed by a wild 
storm which would carry men and women off their feet in hot wrath. 

xx. I. With the land of Gilead. The trans-Jordanic tribes joined in 
the general movement which now centred in Mizpeh, a conspicuous hill 
some five miles north of Jerusalem. 
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LoRD in Mizpeh. 2. And the chief of all the people, even 

of all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the 
assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand 

footmen that drew sword . . 3. (Now the children of Ben­
jamin heard that the children of Israel were gone up to 
Mizpeh.) Then said the children of Israel, Tell us, how 
was this wickedness 1 4. And the Levite, the husband 
of the woman that was slain, answered and said, I came 

into Gibeah that belongeth to Benjamin, I and my concu­

bine, to lodge. 5. And the men of Gibeah rose against 
me, and beset the house round about upon me by night, 

and thought to have slain me : and my concubine have 
they forced, that she is dead. 6. And I took my concu­

bine, and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all the 
country of the inheritance of Israel : for they have com-

9 ye children of mitted lewdness and folly in Israel. 7. Behold, 9 ye are all 
Israel, all of . 
you. children of Israel ; give here your advice and counsel. 

8. And all the people arose as one man, saying, We will 
not any of us go to his tent, neither will we any of us turn 

into his house. 9. But now this shall be the thing which 
we will do to Gibeah ; we will go up by lot against it ; 
10. and we will take ten men of an hundred throughout 

all the tribes of Israel, and an hundred of a thousand, and 
a thousand out of ten thousand, to fetch victual for the 

people, that they may do, when they come to Gibeah of 
Benjamin, according to all the folly that they have wrought 

3. The children of Benjamin heard, i.e. they were probably summoned 
with the other tribes, but held aloof, being quite determined to stand by 
guilty Gibeah. 

8. We wHl not any of us go to his tent, i.e. none of us will return 
home till this matter has been avenged. We will see it through. The 
Lc\·ite's story simply told produced a startling effect. 

O. We will go up by lot against it. The actual course of proceedings 
is not quite clear. The following verse does not explain whether the lot 
applied to those who were to fight or those who were to provide the 
victualling of the large host. As we know from recent experience, the 
feeding of an army twice as large as that which we now have in South 
Africa would be a very serious matter. 
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in Israel. 11. So all the men of Israel were gathered 
against the city, knit together as one man. 12. And the 
tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, 
saying, What wickedness is this that is done among you 1 
13. Now therefore deliver 1ts the men, the children of 
Belial, which are in Gibeah, that we may put them to 
death, and put away evil from Israel. But the children 
of Benjamin would not hearken to the voice of their 
brethren the children of Israel : 14. but the children of 
Benjamin gathered themselves together out of the cities 
unto Giheah, to go out to battle against the children of 
Israel. 15. And the children of Benjamin were numbered 
at that time out of the cities twenty and six thousand men 
that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of Gibeah, which 

were numbered seven hundred chosen men. 16. Among 
all this people there were seven hundred chosen men left­
handed ; every one could sling stones at a hair breadth, and 
not miss. 17. And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin, 
were numbered four hundred thousand men that drew 
sword : all these were men of war. 18. And the children 
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of Israel arose, and went up to 10 the house of God, and 10 Bethel. 

asked counsel of God, and said, 11 Which of us shall go up 11 Who shall go 

first to the battle against the children of Benjamin 1 And up for us lirat. 

the LoRD said, Judah shall go up first. 19. And the 
children of Israel rose up in the morning, and encamped 
against Gibeah. 20. And the men of Israel went out to 
1la,ttle against Benjamin ; and the men of Israel put them-

15. Twenty-six thousand. The numbers of Benjamitcs at the first 
census were 35,400 (Num. i. 36, 37), at the second 45,600 (Num. xxvi. 41). 
There had then been a decline in population since the days of Moses, 
perhaps indicating 'disturbed and harassing times,' and also immorality. 

18. Went up to the house of God. Trans. as in R. V., ' \Vent up to 
Bethel,' where apparently the ark was at this time. The question they 
ask of God is, Who shall be chosen to make the first attack.? Apparently 
they are sure of success, and feel that one tribe is sufficient for the work. 
There is no prayer for God's blessing, and consequently defeat fo}lqws. 
We must remember that all Israel, through lack of government and 
religious indifference, was responsible for the tragedy that had happened, 
and was therefore rightly punished. · 
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sefoes in array to fight agciinst them at Gibeah. 21. And 
the children of Benjamin came forth out of Gibeah, a.ntl 
destroyed down to the ground of the Ismelites that day 
twenty and two thousand men. 22. And the people the 
men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle 
again in array in·· th:e place where thcy·put themselves in 

array the first day. (23. And the children of Israel went 
up and wept before the LORD until even, and asked counsel 

of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up again to battle against 
the children of Benjamin my brother? And the LORD 

said, Go up against him.) 24. And the children of Israel 
came near against the children of Benjamin the second 
day. 25. And Benjamin went forth against them out of 
Gibeah the second day, and destroyed down to the ground 
of the children of Israel again eighteen thousand men ; 
all these drew the sword. 26. Then all the children 
of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto 
10 the house of God, and wept, and sat there before the 
LORD, and fasted that day until even, arid offered 

burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LoRD. 
27. And the children of Israel inquired of the LoRD, (for 

the ark of the covenant of God was there in those days, 
28. and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, 

stood before it in those days,) saying, Shall I yet again go 
out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, 
or shall I cease ? And the LoRD said, Go up ; for to­

iuorrow I will deliver them into thine band. 29. And 
Ismel set liers in wait round about Gibeah. 30. And the 
children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin· 

on the third day, and put themsdvcs in array against Gibeah, 
as at other times. 31. And the children of Benjamin went . 

28. Phinehas, the son of Eleazar. If the word 'son' is to be taken in 
its usual ~ense, we learn that this event happened in the life of Aaron's 
grandson, i.e. soon after Joshua's death. It is in answer to his prayer 
that the Divine blessing for the first time is granted. 

29. Israel set liers in wait. See Josh. viii., where the same stratagem 
was pursued with equal success. 
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out against the people, and were drawn away from the 

city; and they began to smite of the people, and kill, as at 

other times, in the highways, of which one goeth up to the 
house of God, and the other to Gibeah in the field, about 
thirty men of Israel. 32. And the children of Benjamin 
said, They are smitten down before us, as at the first. But 
the children of Israel ~aid, Let us flee, and draw them from 

the city unto the highways. 33. And all the men of Istael 
rose up out of their place, and put themsdves in array at 
Baal-tamar: and the liers in wait of Israel came forth 
out of their places, even out of the meadows of Gibcah. 
34. And there came against Gibeah ten thousand chosen 

men out of all Israel, and the battle was sore : but they 
knew not that evil was near them. 35. And the LoRD 
smote Benjamin before Israel : and the children of Israel 

destroyed of the Benjamites that day twenty and five 

thousand and an hundred men : all these drew the sword. 
36. So the children of Benjamin saw that they were 
smitten : for the men of Israel gave place to the Ben­
jamites, because they trusted unto the liers in wait which 
they had set beside Gibeah. 37. And the liers in wait 
hasted, and rushed upon Gibeah ; and the liers in wait 

drew th.emsdves along, and smote all the city with the edge 
of the sword. 38. Now there was an appointed sign 
between the men of Israel and the liers in wait, that they 
should make a great 12 flame with smoke rise up out of the 12 cloud or 

city. 39. And 13 when the men of Israel retired in the fr'ttk:~en of 

battle, Benjamin began to smite and kill of the men of t~rti~~ l:~"t~f: 
Israel about thirty persons : for they said, Surely they are 
smitten down before us, as in the lhst lmttle. 40. But 

31. One goeth up to the house of God, and the other to Gibeah. The 
exact place where this first loss took pl,ice was very well known as the 
fork of two ro;ids, one running to Bethel, the other to Gibeah in the 
field-so called to distinguish it from Gibeah of the hill, i.e. the guilty 
city. 

39. And when the men of Israel retired. It seems clear that two 
sLories are mixed up together, hence the repetitions that we find from 
time to time, as here. 
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when 14 the flame began to arise up out of the city with a 
pillar of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind them, and 
behold, 15 the_ flame of the city ascended up to heaven. 41. 

And 16 when the men of Israel turned again, the men of 
Benjamin were amazed: for they saw that evil was come 

upon them. 42. Therefore they turned their backs before 
the men of Israel unto the way of the wilderness ; but the 

17 they which battle overtook them; and 17 them which came out of the 

ct~:.':;oy~d· them cities they destroyed in the midst of them. 43. Thus they 
~-~!-~:tidal inclosed the Beujamites round about, and chased them, 

1s at their rest- and trode them down 18 with ease over against Gibeah 
ing place, as far t d th . . 4 A d h ~ 11 f B . . as over against owar e sunnsmg. 4. n t ere -re o enJamm 
Giheah. eighteen thousand men ; all these were men of valour. 

45. And they turned and fled toward the wilderness unto 
the rock of Rimmon : and they gleaned of them in the 
highways five thousand men ; and pursued hard after them 
unto Gidoru, and slew two thousand men of them. 46. So 

that all which fell that day of Benjamin were twenty and 

five thousand men that drew the sword ; all these were 

men of valour. 47. But six hundred men turned and fled 
to the wilderness unto the rock Rimmon, and abode in the 
rock Rimmon four months. 48. And the men of Israel 
turned again upon the children of Benjamin, and smote 

19 bot!, the them with the edge of the sword, 19 a.s well the men of every 
entire city, and • h b h I 
the cattle. city, as t e east, and all t at came to hand : a so they set 

on fire all the cities that they came to. 
xxr. 1. Now the men of Israel had sworn in Mizpeh, 

saying, There shall not any of us give his daughter unto 
Benjamin to wife. 2. Ancl the people came to 10 the house 

of God, and abode there till even before God, and lift up 

45. Unto the rock of Rimmon. ,vhen the Benjamites found that 
Gibeah was in flames, they fled south-east towards the Jordan, and being 
hotly pursued, six hundred of them took np an apparently impregnable 
position on the rock of Rimmon, 'A lofty rock rising steeply,' as it is 
now described. There they managed to hold out for four months until 
peace was made. 

xxr. 2. To the house of God. It should be as in R. V. ' to Bethel.' It 
is not clear why these national assemblies should have taken place at 
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their voices, and wept sore ; 3. And said, 0 LORD God of 

Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there should 

be to-day one tribe lacking in Israel 1 4. And it came to 

pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, and built 

there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 

5. And the children of Israel said, Who is there among all 

the tribes of Israel that came not up with the congregation 

unto the LORD 1 For they had made a great oath concern­

ing him that came not up to the LoRD to Mizpeh, saying, 

He shall surely be put to death. 6. And the children of 

Israel repented them for Benjamin their brother, and said, 

There is one tribe cut off from Israel this day. 7. How 

shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing we have 

sworn by the LORD that we will not give them of our 

daughters to wives 1 8. And they said, What one is tkere 
of the tribes of Israel that came not up to Mizpeh to the 

LORD 1 And behold, there came none to the camp from 

Jabesh-gilead to the assembly. 9. For the people were 

numbered, and behold, there were none of the inhabitants 

of Jabesh-gilead there. 10. And the congregation sent 

thither twelve thousand men of the valiantest, and com­

manded them, saying, Go and smite the inhabitants of 

Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword, with the women 

and the children. ll. And this is the thing that ye 

shall do, Ye shall utterly destroy every male, and every 

woman that hath lien by man. 12. And they found among 

Bethel rather than Shiloh, where the Tabernacle was. The reaction in 
favour of the Benjamites is as striking as their destruction was thorough. 
When the work of almost complete extermination was finished, Israel 
began to feel that the loss of a tribe would be a blow to the national life. 

9. Jabesh-gllead, on the cast of Jordan, the metropolis of Gilead. 
There is a trace of the name in Yabis, a name given to the tributary that 
runs from the east into the Jordan, and it is supposed that the town lay 
near this stream or val!ey. Apparently the whole population, with the 
exception of four hundred virgins, was destroyed, but it is quite likely 
that some of these carried husbands ha.ck to their old homes. If so, this 
would account for the warm feeling that the men of Jabesh-gilead had 
for the Benjamite Saul some four hundred years afterwards. 
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the inhabitants of J abesh-gilead four hundred young 
virgins, that had known no man by lying with any male : 
and they brought them unto the camp to Sh~loh, which is 
in the land of Canaan. 13. And the whole congregation 
20 sent some to speak to the children of Benjamin that were 

in the rock Rimmon, and 21 to call peaceably unto them. 
14. And Benjamin 22 came again at that time; and they 
gave them 23 wives which they had saved alive of the 
women of J abesh-gilead : and yet so they sufficed them 
not. 15. And the people repented them for Benjamin, 
because that the LORD had made a breach in the tribes of 
Israel. 16. Then the elders of the congregation said, How 
shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing the 
women are destroyed out of Benjamin 1 17. And they 
said, There mnst be an inheritance for them that be escaped 
of Benjamin, that a tribe be. not destroyed out of Israel. 
18. Howbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: 
for the children of Israel have sworn, saying, Cursed be 

he that giveth a wife to Benjamin. 19. Then they said, 
Behold, there is a feast of the LORD 21 in Shiloh yearly in a 

place which is on the north side of Beth-el, on the east side 
of the highway that goeth up from Beth-el to Shechem, 
and on the south of Lebonah. 20. 21, Therefore they com-
manded the children of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in wait 
in the vineyards ; 21. and see, and, behold, if the daughters 
of Shiloh come out to dance in dances, then come ye out of 
the vineyards, arnl catch ye every man his wife of the 
daughters of Shiloh, and go to the !ttnd of Benjamin. 
22. And it shall be, when their fathers or their brethren 
come unto us to complain, that we will say unto them, 

19. A feast of the Lord from year to year. Apparently only one of the 
three yearly festivals obligatory on male Jews was kept, and it is not 
clear which of the three is here intended. 

Shiloh, which is on the north side of Beth-el. Why this minute 
description ? It suggests a time when Shiloh was not well known, 
and probably in ruins, so we have another date for the writing of this 
appendix. 
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26 Be favourable unto them for our sakes : because we 26 Grant them 
• . . g1-aciously unto 

reserved not to each man his wife m the war : for ye us: because we 

d.d t . h k. t· k t h ld b took not for i no give unto t em at t is nne, t a you s ou e each man of 

guilty. 23. And the children of Benjamin did so, and h1::';:1:\:;t~ji1 

took them wives, according to their number, of them that ~~1~ir.,~~~~~•~ 
danced whom they 21 caught · and they went and returned won!~ ye n'ow 

' • begmlty. 
unto their inheritance, and repaired the cities, and dwelt -u carried off. 

in them. 24. And the children of Ismel departed thence 
at that time, every man to his tribe and to his family, and 
they went out from thence every man to his inheritance. 
25. In those days thei·e was no king in Israel : every man 
did that which was right in ]1is own eyes. 

22. We reserved n~t to each ma:u, his wife. Se; R. V., which gives the 
wo.rds of the Israeht1sh fathers ~1:fferently, makmg the following sense: 
'Give these young women as a gift to us, for we were not able to provide 
for all the Benjamites in the battle against Jabesh-gilead. And with 
regard to the vow we all mad.e not to give our daughters to the 
Benja.mites, well, you have not given them, else you would be guilty of 
oath-breaking, but they were forcibly taken from you.' 



INTRODUCTION 

THE BOOK OF RUTH 

1. Its Position. This book, as will be seen by its contents, 
is closely connected with the book of Judges, and in the old 
Jewish canon formed one volume with it. In later days, how­
ever, the Jews gave it a separate place and put it amongst the 
Hagiographa or Holy Writings, a division of the Sacred Library 
which contains such books as the Psalms, Job, Song of Solomon, 
etc. .This may have been done in order to place the ancestry 
of David, which it contains, in close connection with the Psalms 
which he wrote. But though separated in the Jewish and our 
own Canon from the book of Judges, it is clearly a part of it so 
far as subject-matter is concerned. It belongs to the same 
period, breathes the same atmosphere, and is characterised by 
the same simplicity that marks the stories of Gideon and 
Jephthah. In other respects it is different, offering a sharp 
contrast to it. 'The transition from Judges to Ruth is like 
passing out of some dark overshadowing cloud into bright and 
glorious sunlight-from scenes of confusion, uproar, and unrest 
into those of quietness and peace. The veil is, as it were, lifted 
up, and we are suddenly admitted into scenes of gentle country 
life, amid sunny fields and golden harvests, and into homes 
bright with the cheerful atmosphere of truthfulness, modesty, 
and love, where piety prevails, and everyday life is hallowed 
by the presence of religious devotion and patriarchal simplicity . 
. . . And this contrast comes out all the more vividly when we 
think that the scene of the book of Ruth is nevertheless laid, 
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as we read in the first verse, "in the days when the judges 
ruled, as well as in the very place which stood prominently 
forth with so sad and evil a reputation in the former book"' 
(R. W. Bush, Joshua, Jwiges, Ruth). 

2. Contents. Briefly, the history of the family of Elimelech, 
who is driven by famine from Bethlehem to Moab. There he 
dies, and there also his two sons, who had married Moabitish 
women, die. ·when Naomi, Elimelech's widow, determines to 
return to her home in Palestine, Ruth resolves to go with her. 
She is warned that she can expect nothing there, but cleaving 
to Naomi she goes back with her to Bethlehem. Her modest 
and .;elf-restrained manner when gleaning corn in the fields to 
provide for their needs attracts the attention of the wealthy 
farmer Boaz, who eventually marries her, and so becomes the 
great-grandfather of David. 

3. Purpose. One object of the book is to give some account 
of the lineage of David, especially of his Moabitish ancestress 
Ruth. It is possible that David himself wished this beautiful 
picture to be preserved, that he might do her honour and also 
explain how it was that his.great-grandfather came to marry a 
woman of Moab. Another purpose is indicated in the fact that 
the name of Ruth occurs in the genealogy of our Lord. David 
was not only important in himself, but in his relation to the 
Messiah. It was necessary that it should be clear that He was 
the son of Abraham. Had no story been told of Ruth, some 
stigma might have been cast on the race through this Moabitish 
connection. The line of Him Who was ' according to the flesh 
the son of David,' must be purged of all suspicion. And it is 
interesting here to note a certain likeness between the mother 
of the Lord and her ancestress Ruth. Both were married, as 
we have reason to believe, to husbands much older than 
themselves; both were characterised by self-restraint, quiet, and 
modesty, and in both the virtues of love and obedience were 
strongly developed, winning for them that length of days which 
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is the promise to all who practise the Fifth Commandment. One 
other point we may notice in conclusion : the name of Ruth 
and that of Rahab ought to be specially dear to the Gentile 
nations, as showing that the long line of the Jewish ancestry of 
the Messiah was twice broken to admit heathen influence. In 
them we feel we are as it were represented, and have an evidence 
that Christ was not only born for the sake of the Jews but 
for that of the Gentiles also. 



RUTH 

CHAPTER I. 1-18 

NOW it came to pass in the days when the jndges ruled, 
that there was a famine in the land. And a certain 
man of Beth-lehem-jndah went to sojonrn in the 

country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. 2. And 
the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his 
wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and 
Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem-Judah. And they 
came into the country of Moab, and continued there. 

3. And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was 

left, and her two sons. 4. And they took them wives of 

the women of Moab ; the name of .the one was Orpah, 

1. In the days when the judges ruled. 'fhe compiler or writer of the 
book evidently lived in days after the judges, for he looks back to them. 
Here, then, we have one note as to the date of the book. Another, still 
later, is given us in the last chapter, where David's lineage is traced back 
to Boaz. The author then lived during, or after, the reign of David. 

2. The name of the man was Elimelech. Dr. Kitto in his Bible 
Jllusirations comments on the striking significance of these names­
Eiimelech, 'my God is King'; Naomi (pleasant, happy) indicates 'divine 
favours,' 'worldly prosperity'; whilst Mahlon (weakness,sickness), Chilion 
(crmsnmption, decay), imply the very reverse of health and comfort . 

.Ephrathites, i.e. dwellers in Ephratah, the old name of Bethlehem. 

4. Took them wives of the women of Moab. In the list of the seven 
nations with which Israel was forbidden to intermarry, the Moabites a.nd 
Ammonites are not mentioned (see Deut. vii. 1-3); the Law, however, 
forba.de Ammonites or ·Moabites~-np to the tenth generation-to enter 
into the congregation of the Lord. A Moabitish wife would therefore 
be unrler disabilities, unless her marriage was supposed to cancel them. 
It wa.s in consequence of this tlmt .Jeremiah forbarle Ammonitish and 
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and the name of the other Ruth : and they dwelled there 
about ten years. 5. And Mahlon and Chilion died nlso 
both of them ; and the woman was left of her two sons and 
her husband. 6. Then she arose with her daughters in law, 
that she might return from the country of Moab : for she 
_had heard in the country of Moab how that the LORD had 
visited his people in giving them bread. 7. Wherefore she 
went forth out of the place where she was, and her two 
daughters in law with her ; and they went on the way to 
return unto the land of Judah. 8. And Naomi said unto 
her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother's 
house : the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt 
with the dead, and with me. 9. The LORD grant you that ye 
may find rest, each of yoii in. the house of her husl,and. 
Then she kissed them ; and they lifted up their voice, and 
wept. 10. And they sa.id unto her, 1 Surely we will return I Xay, but. 

with thee unto thy people. 11. And Naomi said, Turn 
again, my daughters: why will ye go with me 1 are there 
yet any more sons in my womb, that they may be your 
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::Vloabitish marriages. The expression 'took them wives' is generally 
used in a bad sense, as though done against the will of the parents. 

They dwelled there about ten years. The father had rlied, and the two 
sons were quite content to live away from the promised land and from all 
the religious privileges which it possessed. It is true that at this time 
these were neither attractive nor much thought of by any one, but the 
self-imposed exile of these two Jews does not impress one very 
favourably. 

6. Then she arose with her daughters in law. Naomi embraced the· 
very first opportunity that presented itself for returning home. She does. 
so on the ostensible ground that the famine was over, but it is difficult 
to imagine that the famine lasted ten yeats. It is probable that all the 
words mean is that she had heard, perhaps some years ago, that the, 
famine was over. 

7. Ber two daughters in law with her. As friends and relations go• 
with the departing guest to see them off, so her two daughters in law 
went part of the way with Naomi to say farewell. 

11. Are there yet any more sons in my womb. Naomi felt, as one of 
her day naturally would, that Orpah and Ruth would marry again •. 
This indeed was her wish. Had she other sons, it would have been• 
their duty to have married them, according to the levirate law; which bade· 
the brother raise up seed to his dead brother. Bnt this was not the case; 
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'2 god. 

RUTH I. 1-18 

husbttnds ? 12. Turn again, my daughters, go your way ; 

for I am too old to have an husband. If I should say, I 
have hope, if I should have an husband also to night, and 
should also bear sons ; 13. would ye tarry for them till 
they were grown ? would ye stay for them from having 
husbands? nay, my daughters ; for it grieveth mti much for 
your sakes that the hand of the LoRD is gone out against 
me. 14. And they lifted up their voice, and wept again : 
and Orpah kissed her mother in law ; but Ruth clave unto 
her. 15. And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone 
back unto her people, and unto her 2 gods : return thou after 
thy sister in law. 16. And Ruth said, Intreat me not to 
leave thee, or to return from following after thee : for 
whither thou goest, I will go ; and where thou lodgest, I 
will lodge : thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God : 17. where thou diest, will I die, and there will I 
be buried : the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought 

but death part thee and me. 18. When she saw that 
she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left 
speaking unto her. 

and as she felt that she had too little influence in her own country to 
procure them husbands, they would be widows to the day of their death 
if they went with her. It is this that Naomi impresses upon them, and 
it so far affected Orpah that she returned home. 

LESSON XXV 

Love 
' Love see.keth not her ovfl1. • ' Love never- f.aileth,' 

IXTRODUCTION.-The affection of Ruth is world-wide, famous. Her 
constancy has been a lesson for generations. Yet though so familiar, it is 
always fresh. It will be well to emphasise the following points : 
(a) Wliere thi.~ love was fonnd; (b) How it WlM nourished; (c) How it 
expressed itself. 

MATTF.R. 

J. Where love was found. 
Moab, a beautiful country of 

METHOD. 
I. Begin by asking the children 

w):iere they expect to find the most 



LOVE 181 

LESSON -XXV -continued. LovE 

MATTER. 

hills and streams, but heathen. 
Shocking things sometimes done 
there (2 Kings iii. 27), but God still 
looks upon it and plants in it a beau­
tiful flower. Picture the Moabitish 
village, the two sisters, Ruth and 
Orpah-the visit of the strangers 
-their acquaintance with them. 
Elimelech dies, his sons marry the 
two sisters, Ruth being the wife of 
the elder one. They all live to­
gether,Ruth proving a true daughter 
to Naomi. Point out why these 
strangers came and from what town. 

2. How it was nourished. 
]'or ten years the life in the 

Israelitish home very happy. 
Naomi has much to teach her 
daughtersaboutthctrueGod: wlrnt 
He has done for her people ; how 
she hopes that some day they may 
return and perhaps visit Shiloh and 
see the beautiful worship. Ruth 
listens eagerly ; Orpah does not feel 
so drawn. Then sickness enters the 
house. Picture the sorrow and 
mourning as one son and husband 
is taken away, and how this is 
increased when the other son dies. 
Three widows left in the home. 
But the sorrow knits Ruth and 
Naomi together - the same ex­
periences, the same trials, the same 
consolations. 

3. How it was expressed. 
Naomi desolate, feels she must 

return home. She can be of no use 
to her daughters, perhaps only 
hinder them. They both walk part 
of the way with her, and then 
want to go the whole way and stay 
with Naomi. But Naomi dis­
courages it. There is no likelihood 
that they will find homes there. 
She has no friends who will give 
them such, no other sons who will 
marry them. They are young, 

MKTHOD, 

beautiful flowers, and whether they 
would not be greatly surprised to 
find a flower more beautiful than 
the rose or lily growing on the sand 
by the salt sea, We feel the same 
surprise in finding the flower of 
love in Moab-not in Israel. Cf. 
our Lord's expression of surprise at 
finding the strongest faith in a 
Roman. Show where Moab is, and 
ask whether the class remembers 
any story in the Judges about 
Moabites (see Judges iii.). 

2. Repeat S. Paul's words : 'The 
God of all comfort Who comforteth 
us in all our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble' (2 Cor. i. 4). 

3. Picture an English girl who has 
married and lost a Russian husband. 
Will she like to go to Russia with 
her mother-in-law and face a. new 
life there without any hope of 
friends beside her new mother ! 
What about her parents, relatives, 
and friends in England ! 

Quote chap. ii. 11, from which it 
appears that Ruth's parents were 
still alive. 

Show what a comfort this must 
have been to Naomi, how she must 
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LESSON _XXV -continued. LovE 

MATTER, 

whilst she is old. It is their duty 
to have families of their own. Let 
the111 stay in Moab," then, where all 
their friends are. Naomi's words 
are backed by the dread of the un­
known, by the bitterness of separa-
tion from ,country, village, home, 
parents, from the familiar surround-
ings which they may never see 
again. We cannot blame Orpah for 
going back, but. true love seeketh 
not her own, never faileth, abideth 
in the fa_ce of the greatest draw-
backs. See how strongly this is 
expressed by Ruth. She chooses 
Naomi's home in preference to her 
own familiar one, Naomi's people to 
her own countrywomen, Naomi's 
religion to her own faith, and this 
because she loves Naomi. Her love 
is so great tha.t she feels she can 
neYer be happy apart from her. 

METHOD, 

have been helped to face the 
difficulties of returning home a 
childless widow by the strong love 
of Ruth. 

LESSON-Impress upon the children that such a love is God-given, 
and that every one may have it who 'asks, seeks, and knocks' for it. 
Then say with them the Collect for Quinquagesima Sunday. 
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BLACKBOARD SKETCH, 

Love. 

'Love seeketh not her own.' 'Love never failetb.' 

I. Where love was found. 
Not in Israel, but in Moab. Ruth. 

'~lfany shall come from the East and H'e8t and 
shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
in the kingdom of Heaven.' 

2. How it was formed. 
By sorrow and trouble. 
Elimelech, Mahlon, Chilion die. 
Naomi, Ruth, Orpah left widows. 

' II erein is our love made per feet.' 

3. How it was expressed. 
By Naomi. By Orpah. By Ruth. 

' Where thou diest, will I die, and thern will I be 
bttried. The Lord do so to me and more al.so, if 
ought but death part thee and me. ' 

4. Our duty. 
'He that lovetk father or mother more than Me 

i.~ not worthy of Me.' 

183 
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I among the 
ears of corn. 

RUTH I: 19-22 ; II. 

CHAPTERS I. 19-22; II. 

SO they two went until they came to Beth-lehem. And 
it came to pass, when they were come to Betlr-lehem, 
that all the city was moved about them, and they 

said, Is this Naomi? 20. And she said unto them, Call 
me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me. 21. I went out full, and the 
LORD hath brought me home again empty : why then call 
ye me Naomi, seeing the LoRD hath testified against me, 
and the Ahuighty hath afflicted me? 22. So Naomi re­
turned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with 
her, which returned out of the country of Moab : and they 
came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 

II. I. And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a 
mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech ; and his 
name was Boaz. 2. And Ruth the Moabitess said unto 
Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean 1 ears of 
corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace. And 
she said unto her, Go, my daughter. 3. And she went, 
and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers : 

19. All the city was moved about them. Ten years had passed away. 
There had been little or no communication between Naomi and her old 
home, and her sudden and unexpected appearance caused quite a 
sensation. 

20. Call me 1111ara. In spite of Ruth's love, Naomi is very troubled, 
and feels with some bitterness the sufferings she has undergone during 
the last ten years. 'When she left Bethlehem she had husband, sons, and 
some means, now she has nothing. It seemed to her that these chastise­
ments were a proof that God had been angry with her, had testified 
against her because of her sins. 

22. The 1111oabitess which returned out of the country of Moab. This 
description is a complimentary one, as though we should say of some 
similar illustration of constancy, 'The English girl who left Englaud out 
of fidelity to her husband's mother.' 

II. l. Bis na.me was Boaz. Boaz probably means 'strength,' which may 
have been the name given to him as being one of the men of power and 
influence in the district. He was related to Elimelech, but we are not 
told in what way. 
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and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging 
unto Boaz, . who was of the kindred of Elimelech. 4. 
And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said unto 

the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered 
him, The LoRD bless thee. 5. Then said Boaz unto 
his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel 

is this ? 6. And the servant that was set over the 
reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel that 

came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab : 
7. tt,nd she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after 

the reapers among the sheaves : so she came, and hath 
continued even from the morning until now, 2 that she 2 saYe that. 

tarried a little in the house. 8. Then said Boaz unto Ruth, 
Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in 
another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by 
my maidens : 9. let thine eyes be on the field that they 

do reap, and go thou·after them : have I not charged the 

young men that they shall not touch thee 1 and when thou 
art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that which the 

young men have drawn. 10. Then she fell on her face, and 
bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have 

3. A part of the 11.eld belonging to Boaz. 'The lands of the respective 
proprietors are not separated by enclosures, but the whole cultivated in 
one unbroken field, the separate lots being distinguished only by land· 
marks and narrow trenches, seldom visible when the corn is grown up' 
(Kitto's Bible Illustratfrm.~). It was God's providence that directed Ruth 
to that part of the field where she was likely to find a friend. 

4. The Lord be with yo1L This is interesting, not only .as showing the 
pleasant relations between the farmer and his work-people, but the 
religious feeling existing in Bethlehem. Among the Moha.mmedans this 
salutation is used by all classes, and is a sign of their brotherhood in 
religion and their equality before God. 

7. Let me glean and gather after the reapers. Though the poor in 
Israel had the right of gleaning in the harvest-fields, permission was 
generally, if not always, asked of the overseer to exercise this right. This 
Ruth does. 

9. Let thlne eyes be on the 11.eld that they do reap. A necessary 
direction in fields which are not clearly divided from one another in 
harvest-time, the small ditches being quite hidden by the corn. Boaz 
was anxious that she should not go beyond his protection, but should 
follow the maidens who were gleaning after his men in his own fields. 
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3 at mealtime 
Boaz said unto 
her, Come. 

4 they. 

• left thereof. 

RUTH I. 19-22 ; II. 

I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take know­

ledge of me, seeing I nm a stmnger ? 11. And Boaz 

answere!l and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, 

all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the 

death of thine husband : and how thou hast left thy father 

and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art 

come unto a people which thou knewest not heretofore. 

12. The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be 

given thee of the LoRD God of Israel, under whose wings 

thou art come to trust. 13. Then she said, Let me find 

favour in thy sight, my lord ; for th,it thou hast comforted 

me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine hand­

maid, though I be not like unto one of thine handmaidens. 

14. And 3 Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou 

hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the 

vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and 4 he reached 

her parched cm·n, and she c;lid eat, and was sufficed, and 5 left. 

ll. It hath fully been shewed unto me. The story of Naomi had 
been told everywhere in the village, especially in the ears of one who was 
related to her husband. And Ruth's devotion had been highly extolled. 
This led Boaz to be so deeply interested in her. The religion of Boaz 
presents a remarkable contrast to that of Micah and others, and shows us 
that iu spite of the prevailing disorder, there was true religious faith to 
be found. Bethlehem, even in these early days, had a warm hospitality 
and kindness about it which helps us to understand the affectionate 
character of David. 

13. Though I be not like unto one or thine handmaidens. Ruth, in 
the ·words that precede, expresses a hope that she may still go on finding 
favour in the sight of Boaz; and she does this because of all his kind words 
to her. in spite of her being a foreigner. 

· 14. And Boaz said, At mealtime come thou hither. Better as in R.V., 'And 
at mealtime Boaz said.' This meal was probably a light lunch taken in the 
middle of the day. Ruth was not forgotten, but invited by the master him­
self to his table, though it is said that she modestly sat with the reapers. 
From this it would appear that there was much more freedom of intercourse 
allowed between men !l,nd women than is now the case in the East. 

Parched corn, i.e. roasted corn, now as then the common food of the 
country. Dr. Robinson (Biblical Researches, ii. 394) tells us that, 'In the 
season of harvest, the grains of wheat not yet fully dry and bard are 
roasted in a pan or on an iron plate, and constitute a very palatable 
article of food. This is eaten along with bread or instead of it. Indeed, 
the use·of it is so common at this season among the labouring classes that 
this parched wheat is sold in the markets.' 

And left. As in R. V., 'and left thereof,' i.e. had some over. 
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15. And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded 

his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the 
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sheaves, and reproach her not : 16. and 6 let fall also some 6 also pull out 
some for her 

of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she from the 

l h d b k h 7 S · h I d bundles, and may g ean t em, an re u e er not. 1 . o s e g eane leave it, and let 

in the field until even, and beat out that she had gleaned : her glean. 

and it was about an ephah of barley. 18. And she took it 
up, and went into the city : and her mother in law saw what 
she had gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her 
that she had 7 reserved after she was sufficed. 19. And 11ert. 

her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned 
to-day 1 and where wroughtest thou 1 Blessed be he that 
did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother 

in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's 
name with whom I wrought to-rlay is Boaz. 20. And 
Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the 

LoRD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and 
to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, 'l'ne man is near 

15. Let her glean among the sheaves. This was no doubt said in 
Ruth's hea.ring, or she would not have ventured to do so. She was 
practically able to take as much corn as she wanted, far more indeed than 
she could carry home ; for so large was the amount that she was obliged 
to beat it out before leaving the field, and when beaten out the grain 
came to a.bout a bushel. How did she carry it home 1 In her long veil, 
which a.mongst poor women is made of cloth quite strong enough for such 
services. 

IS. And ga.ve to her that she had reserved. Another proof of the 
affectionate care of Ruth to Naomi. Whilst having her lunch she had 
thought of her lonely mother in the poor half.ruined cottage which she 
oecupied, and put by something of what Boaz gave her. Probably this 
did not escape the watchful eye of her lord. . 

20. Blessed be he of the Lord. Note Naomi's hopes are so e.xcited by 
what has happened, tha.t she already begins to feel that the face of the 
Lord has changed towards her. But a week or two before, it was 'The 
Lord hath testified against me,' now it is 'The Lord bath not left off His 
kindness,' though here she feels it is not _merely kindness towards her, 
but towards the dead also. The addition shows that Naomi had a clear 
faith in the living condition of the departed. 'J'hey were not forgotten by 
God. It should be noted, however, that it is not perfectly clear that 
the subject is God : both the Latin and Greek versions of the Bible refet· 
them to Boaz. 
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of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen. 21. And Ruth 
the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou shalt keep 
fast by my young men, until they have ended all my 
harvest. 22. And Naomi said~unto Ruth her daughter in 
law, It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his 
maidens, that they meet thee not in any other field. 
23. So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto 
the end of barley-harvest, and of wheat-harvest; and dwelt 
with her mother in law. 

The man is .-one of our next kinsmen. Not the nearest relative they 
had-there was one nearer, as the story shows-but the next but one. A 
special obligation lay on him to redeem the inheritance that belonged 
after Naomi's death to Ruth, and to marry her if the nearer kinsman 
failed in his duty. 

LESSON XXVI 

Love is Kind 

hTRODUCTION.-It might be thought that a lesson of kindness or 
consideration towards those in any way dependent on us was not a lesson 
for boys and girls. As a matter of fact, however, there arc few lessons 
that need to be impressed on them more earnestly than this. A girl is 
often put in charge of smaller children, boys as they rise in the school 
are often placed in positions of authority over younger boys. The 
disposition to domineer, tease, or bully is not seldom seen. In the 
generous considera.tion of Boaz towards his rea.pers and the stranger there 
is a good opportunity of showing the better way. 

MATTER. 

I. By whom it was shown. 
We left Ruth and Naomi in a 

little cottage in Bethlehem, very, 
very poor. Not far off lives a very 
rich man-large house-servants­
farm-the great man of the place. 
He has heard of Naomi's return, for 
she was related to him ; h:Ls hea.rd 
of the stranger who has left parents, 
home, and country for Naomi's 
sake. Very much interested, but 
will not take any steps till he has 
heard more about them. 

METHOD. 

1. Last lesson on Constancy-this 
lesson on Kindness. Ask where 
kindness is more often shown by 
boys and girls: to their friends or to 
those beneath them in age or class, 
to those who are kind to them or to 
those who cannot give any return? 
Generally the former. To-day we 
are to hear a story of one who 
showed kindness to those who could 
never repay it. Begin by picturing 
the house-servants-farm of the 
wealthy Boa.z. 
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LESSON XXVI-continued. LOVE IS KIND 

MATTER. METHOD, 

2. How it was shown to his servants. 
Boaz takes a personal interest in 

his work and in his servants; has 
his meals with them ; gives them 
his blessing in the morning when he 
meets them at work. Instead of 
'Good-morning,' - 'The Lord be 
with you,' a much more beautiful 
greeting, for if the Lord is with 
us, we are sure to have a good 
morning. The servants' reply, 'The 
Lord bless thee,' shows how fond 
they were of their master. 

3. How it was shown to the stranger. 
Naomi so poor that Ruth is 

obliged to go out and gather their 
food in the fields. Ruth shy and 
nervous, as she is a foreigner. Finds 
the overseer kind and obliging. 
Surprised when she sees the master 
coming to speak to her. Now note 
how kindly he speaks. Full per­
mission to glean is given ; and not 
only this, but protection also as 
long as she keeps wit,hin his fields. 
He has charged the young men t<l 
show her all respect, and to give her 
what she needs when she is thirsty. 
Ruth is amazed, and shows her 
gratitude in humble reverence. She 
then asks how it is that he shows 
such kindness to a foreigner? Boaz 
answers, he has heard of her con­
stancy to Naomi, her devotion in 
leaving all to follow her. At meal­
time he invites her to share their 
lunch, and afterwards bids the 
reapers leave her plenty of corn. 
Before the work is over she finds 
she has more than she can carry, 
and beating it all out, takes home a 
bushelful of ripe grain. 

4. Its effect. 
ThegenerosityofBoazhelps Naomi 

to feel the generosity of God. When 
she hears of all that her daughter­
in-law has met with, she is no longer 

2. Here impress on the children 
the value of courtesy, especially 
towards those younger than them­
selves. Quote the Latin proverb, 
' The greatest reverence is due 
towards children,' and show that if 
we do not respect others, we shall 
not be respected. 

So also not only to the weak, but 
to the dumb. 'I would give nothing 
for that man's religion whose very 
dog and cat are not the better for 
it' (Rowland Hill), 

3. Note that boys are not always 
ready to treat foreigners kindly. 
Their different ways and language 
excite ridicule rather than courtesy. 
Not so Boaz. 

Note Boaz uses his strength to 
protect the weak. 

Note Ruth's modesty, as striking 
as the kindness of Boaz. It never 
occurs to her that her devotion to 
Naomi is the moving cause of the 
generosity of the great lord. 

Impress on boys the duty of 
chivalry to all women. This shown 
by politeness, a readiness to do 
them service, to saye them trouble. 
And 'let them first learn to show 
this at home,' I Tim. v. 4, to their 
mothers and sisters. 
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LESSON XXVI-continued. LovE 1s KIND 

MATTER, METHOD. 

Mara, with a sense of bitterness in 
her soul, but Naomi, full of pleasant­
ness. She blesses Boaz, and ..she 
also praises God, Who has not, as 
she had thought, left off His kind­
ness to herself or the dead. For 
the same expression, see Gen. xxfr. 
27. 

BLACKBOARD SKETCH, 

Love is Kind. 

1. By whom it u:a.3 shown. 
The wealthy Boaz-living in Bethlehem-has 

a kind heart, and so is interested in Ruth's 

kindness. 

Cf. The kindness of Jesus Christ, 'Who though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes became 
poor.' 

2. To u:hom it was shotcn. 
To his servants-to the stranger. 
So God 'careth fo1· the stranger.~, defendeth 

thefatherles.~ and widow.' 
Christ and the Syro-Pho:mician woman. Christ 

and the widow's son. 

3. How it was slwu•n. 
Courtesy. Protection. Kind words. Food. 

Hospitality. 
So Christ with the five thousand. 
' Good measure, pressed.down, and running our, 

,hall men give into your bosom.' 

4. It.~ effect. 
'I catuP.d the widow's heart to sing.' 
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CHAPTER III; IV. 
1 THEN Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My 1 And. 

daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may 
be well with thee ? 2. And now is 2 not Boaz of 2 there not 

our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast ? Behold, he :i~~~ .. ~ 
winnoweth barley to-night in the threshing-floor. 3. Wa,sh 
thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment 
upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: b11,t make not 
thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done eat-
ing and drinking. 4. And it shall be, when he lieth down, 
that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou 
shalt go. in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down ; and 
he will tell thee what thou shalt do, 5. And she said unto 
her, All that thou saycst unto me I will do, 6. And she 

1. Shall I not seek rest, i. e. 'Ought I not, who am now old and cannot 
protect thee, to seek rest for thee, i. e. to seek for thee a secure and 
settled condition, that of a wife' (Wordsworth). 

2. Behold, he winnoweth bi_Lfley. It is a sign of the simplicity of the 
times that Boaz himself assisted in the winnowing of the corn. Dr. 
Robinson tells us how this was done : • A level spot is selected for the 
threshing-floors, which are then constructed near each other of a circular 
form, perhaps fifty feet in diameter, merely by beating down the earth 
hard. Upon these circles the sheaves are sprea.d out quite thick, a.nd 
the grain is trodrl.en out by animals. The stra.w is occasionally turned 
with a large wooden fork, and when sufficiently trodrl.en, is thrown up 
with the same fork against the wind, in order to separate the grain' 
(Biblical Re8earches, i. 550). 

4. When he lieth down. 'Natives of_ the East care little for sleeping 
accommodation, but rest where weariness overcomes them, lying on the 
ground. They are, however, careful to cover their feet, and to do this 
have a chudda or sheet of coarse cloth that they tuck under the feet, and 
drawing it up over the body, suffer it to cover the face and head. An 
Oriental seldom cha.nges his position, and we are told that Boaz did so 
because " he was afraid" ; the covering of the feet in ordinary cases is 
consequently not disturbed' (Kitto, Jour11al of Sacred Literature, iv. 48). 

5. All tha.t thou sayest I will do. :N"aomi's advice ·seems stra.nge to us, 
but one or two things should be remembered which help to explain it. 
Naomi saw quite plainly that Boaz was fond of Ruth, and guessed that 
he would like to marry her. But Boaz being elderly did not think it 
was right to make any proposal, more especially as the right to 
marry Ruth rested with another. It is quite plain from his words: 
'Blessed be thou of the Lord, for thou hast made thy last kindness 



• 

192 RUTH III. ; IV. 

went down unto the floor, and did according to all that her 
mother in law bade her. 7. And when Boaz had eaten and 
drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the 
end of the heap of corn : and she came softly, and uncovered 
his feet, and laid her down. 8. And it came to pass at 
midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself : 
and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. 9. And he said, 
Who art thou 1 And she answered, I am Ruth thine hand­
maid : spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid ; for 
thou art a near kinsman. 10. And he said, Blessed be thou 
of the LORD, my daughter : for thou hast she wed mote 
kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch 
as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. 
11. And now, my daughter, fear not ; I will do to thee all 
that thou requirest : for all the city of my people doth 

better than the first,' that he was more than delighted when he found 
Ruth "ready to accept him, in spite of his age, for her husband. As 
Naomi saw that Boaz was too shy and modest to take action, she felt 
it was necessary that Ruth should show her own desire by claiming his 
kinship. This was done by inviting the kinsman to spread his skirt over 
the woman who sought his protection. Naomi, knowing Boaz, felt that 
he would not like this to be done in public. Having, therefore, full con­
fidence in the purity of Ruth and the honour of Boaz, she urged her to 
seek this sign of his favour at night. The whole matter was even then 
very public, for the threshing-floor in which Boaz lay down to sleep 
was quite open. There was nothing, therefore, improper in the proceed­
ing. Indeed, Naomi would never have thought of wrecking all Ruth's 
chances by bidding Ruth do what was immodest. 

7. His heart was merry. There was happily no necessary connection, 
we may even say no suggestion, of drunkenness with merriment in, the 
East. Jezebel says to Ahab when depressed about Naboth's vineyard: 
'Arise, eat bread and let thine heart "be merry' ; so, too, the man of 
Bethlehem to his gueet the Levite (see I Kings xxi. 7 and Judg. 
xix. 6-9). 

9. Spread therefore thy skirt. ' Even to this day it is customary 
among the Jews for a man to throw the skirt of his talith or prayer-veil 
over his spouse and cover her head with it' (Kitto). 

10. Inasmuch as thou followedst not young men. Boaz was surprised 
at Ruth choosing him instead of the young wealthy men of Bethlehem. 
He not only thanked God for it, but promised Ruth that he would marry 
her if he could, for it was quite plain that this, and not any low motive, 
had animated her in seeking him out. Every one knew that she was 
above reproach • 
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know that thou art a virtuous woman. 12. And now it is 
true that I am thy near kinsman: howbeit there is a kins-
man nearer than I. 13. Tarry this night, and it shall be 
in the morning, that if he will perform unto thee the part 
of a kinsman, well ; let him do the kinsman's pa.rt : but if 
he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do 
the part of a kinsman to thee, as the Loan liveth : lie down 
until the morning. 14. And she· 1ay at his feet until the 
morning : and she rose up before one could 3 know another. 3 discern. 

"And he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into • For. 

the 6 floor. 15. Also he said, Bring the 6 veil that thou hast 5 threshing­

upon thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he measured ~c:;:;~tle. 

six measures of barley, and laid it on her: and 7 she went into 7 he. 

the city. 16. And when she came to her mother in law, 
she said, Who art thou, my daughter 1 And she told her all 
that the man had done to her. 17. And she said, These 
six measures of barley gave he me ; for he said to me, Go 
not empty unto thy mother in law. 18. Then said she, Sit 
still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will 
fall : for the man will not be in rest until he have finished 
the thing this day. 

IV. 1. 8 Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him s Now Boaz 

down there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake went up. 

14. Let it not be known. 'A good heart is no less afraid of a. scandal 
than of a sin' (Bishop Hall). _ 

15. Bring the veil. It should be 'mantle' as in R.V., the word 
referring to a loose cloak worn over the ordinary dress. 

Six measures, i.e. two bushels, a heavy load for her to carry, and 
therefore Boaz lifted it up for her, probably on to her head. 

16. Who art thou, my daughter? Either Naomi did not recognise 
Ruth in the dim twilight of the early morning, or else, as is more likely, 
the question should be as Jerome read it, 'What art thou?' i.e. 'What 
success have you had?' 

18. Then said she, Sit still. Naomi is quite content with the success 
of her plan. She knows Boaz well enough to feel sure that he will not 
rest till he has married Ruth. 

1v. 1. Then went Boaz up to the gate. Bethlehem being situated on the 
side of a hill, and the gate, the public place of business, like our market­
place, being at the top, Boaz would go ttp from his threshing-floor. 

N 
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came by ; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one ! turn aside, 
sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat down. 2. And 

he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye 
down here. And they sat down. 3. And he said unto the 
kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of 

, the. Moab, selleth 9 a parcel of land, which was our brother Elime-

10 disclose it lech's : 4. And I thought to 10 advertise thee, saying, Buy it 
rN1~em that sit before 11 the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. 
here. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it : but if thou wilt not 

redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to 

redeem it beside thee ; and I am after thee. And he said, I 
will redeem it. 5. Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest 
the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth 

the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of 

u near kins- the dead upon his inheritance. 6. And the 12 kinsman said, 
man. I cannot redeem it for myself, lest· I mar mine own in-
13 take thou my 
r)ghtofredemp- heritance : 13 redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot 
!1°.::,~~~~ee. redeem it. 7. Now this was the 14 manner in former time 

2. Ten men of the elders. These elders answer to our municipal 
authorities. Cf. our word aldermen, i.e. elder men. Probably ten 
were necessary to form a quorum. 

3. Naomi ... selleth the parcel of land. The property that Naomi 
had through Elimelech, her husband, she is anxious to sell to provide for 
herself. By custom the option of purchase must first be offered to the 
nearest relative. This Boaz does publicly to the nearest kinsman, who is 
quite ready to buy the land, till he learns the condition that goes with it. 

5. Thou must buy it also of Ruth. Some Hebrew Bibles have 'Thou 
must also buy Ruth,' but there is no necessity to follow this. Ruth, as 
Naomi's heiress, would have the land at her death, and as the levirate law 
obtained in her case, the purchaser must marry her if he wished to have 
the land. 

6. Lest I mar my inheritance. The near kinsman's difficulty was this. 
If he married Ruth and had sons by her, then his heir would not bear his 
name, but that of Ruth's first husband, Mahlon ; and not only would 
Ruth's property, but his own also, pass away from his name. Some, 
however, think that he means, 'If I have to support Ruth and Naomi 
and buy the land, then what little inheritance I have will be swallowed 
up in the process.' This interpretation certainly gives point to the 
following words, 'I cannot redeem it.' 

7. This wa.s the manner in former time. This was the old custom, 
possibly obsolete when the author wrote. It is not quite the same as 
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in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning 15 changing, 15 exchanging. 

for to confirm all things ; a man 16 plucked off his shoe, and 16 drew. 

gave it to his neighbour: and this was 17 a testimony in 17 the manner 
Israel. 8. Therefore the 12 kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it ofatteSt ation. 

for thee. 1s So he drew off his shoe. 9. And Boaz said unto 1s And. 

the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this 

day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all 

that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. 
10. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of l\fahlon, 
have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the 
dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not 
cut off from a.mong his brethren, and from the gate of his 
place : ye are witnesses this day. ll. And all the people 

that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. 
The LoRD make the woman that is come into thine house 
like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house 

of Israel : and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be 
famous in Beth-lehem : 12. and let thy house be like the 
house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed 
which the LoRD shall give thee· of this young woman. 
13. So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife : and when 
he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she 

bare a son. 14. And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed 
be the LoRD, which hath not left thee this day without 
a 12 kinsman, 19 that his name may be famous in Israel. rn and M his 

15. And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a, name be. 

nourisher of thine old age : for thy daughter in law, which 

loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath 

that ordered in Dent. xxv. 9. There the Law prescribes that the widow 
who is refused by next of kin is to loose his shoe from his foot, in the 
presence of the city .elders, and spit in his face, saying, ' Thus shall it be 
done unto that man that will not build up his brother's house.' In this 
case, however, Boaz received the shoe from the near kinsman, the shoe 
being evidently a testimony to transfer of property. Compare our 
expression 'to stand in another's shoes.' 

12. Like the house of Pharez. Pharez was, as it were, the head of the 
family by Judah's son. His twin brother Zerah had only one house 
called after his name, whereas Pharez had three (Num. xxvi, 20-21). 
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born him. 16. An<l Naomi took the child, an<l hid it in 

her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 17. And the women 

her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born 

to Naomi; and they called his name Obed : he is the father 

of Jesse, the father of David. 18. Now these are the 

generations of Pharez : Pharez begat Hezron, 19. and 

Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, 20. and 

Ammin:-tdab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, 

21. And S:-1lmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 22. and 

Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 

17. They called his name Obed, i.e. 'servant,' alluding to the words of 
the women that he would serve Naomi, restoring her life and nourishing 
her old age. 

18. These are the generations of Pharez. The genealogy of David is 
not only important in itself, but in its connection with the promised 
Messiah. It is not unlikely that when David became Israel's great king, 
great care was taken in tracing his genealogy and in preserving it. So we 
have no less than four records of it: this one, that in 1 Chron. ii. 10, that 
in S. Matt. i. 3, and S. Luke iii. 30. It is not likely, then, that it is in• 
correct, though it is open to one great difficulty, and that is that it only 
gives four generations between Nahshon, who died in the wilderness, and 
David,-that is, it only allows two hundred years for Joshua, Judges, and 
the first book of Samuel, besides contradicting the notice in 1 Kings vi. 1-2 
that from the Exodus to Solomon there were four hundred and eighty 
years. The difficulty seems insoluble, and we must either suppose that 
there are some missing links in the genealogy here given or that each of 
David's ancestors bore children when very old. It is worthy of note that 
S. Matthew tells us that the mother of Boaz was Rahab the Canaanite. 

LESSON XXVII 

The Rewards of Faith and Love 
1 There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisterst or father, or mother, or wife_, 

or children, or lands, for My sake, and the Gospel's, but he shall receive an hundred, 
fold now in this time ••. and in the world to come eternal life.' 

MATTER. METHOD, 

1. Faith and love. I. Begin by pointing to the text 
Ruth had a home, parents, on the board. Ask whose words 

religion, but all these she had left. they are? Whether any in the class 
Not so her sister, JVho had gone cansaywhytheyarechosen? What 
back 'to her people and unto her they have to do with Ruth? What 
gods.' Why this difference? In had she left, and why? This our 
the first place, Ruth had a strong first question, then what God gave 
affection for· Naomi, she felt she her in return. 
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LESSON XXVII-continued. THE REWARDS OF FAITH AND LOVE 

MATTER. METHOD. 

could rather live with her anywhere 
than without her. This strong love 
nothing could daunt. In the second 
place, she had learned enough about 
the God of Israel to make her long to 
know Him better. Boaz had felt 
this to be one of the motives for her 
self-sacrifice when he said: 'A full 
reward be given thee of the Lord 
God of Israel, under Whose wings 
thou art come to trust.' She had 
learned to trust God as well as 
Naomi, and had no misgivings 
about leaving her religion as her 
sister had. 

2. The reward of a happy home. 
It did not seem likely, when she 

left her country to follow a poor 
widow, that she would find her 
reward in this life, but it came to 
her in full measure. Note how. She 
finds it in seeking support for her 
mother-in-law. Boaz, as we saw in 
last lesson, shows kindness in word 
and deed. He then determines to 
marry her. But first must see 
whether one nearer of kin than he 
will do so. Boaz asks him whether 
he will buy the property belonging 
to Naomi and Ruth. He is willing. 
Will he then marry Ruth, for only 
in that way can he buy the property? 
No, he cannot do that. So Boaz 
does. Ruth now one of the chief 
people in Bethlehem, happy in her 
husband, in Naomi, and in the child 
with which God blesses her. She 
has left parents and country for 
God's sake, and He has given her in 
return a mother, a husband, a child, 
and lands. 

3. The reward of Eternal Life. 
But these earthly blessings are 

not God's only reward, there is 
eternal life. This in a measure 
Ruth enjoys here, for as long as the 
Gospel is preached, her name will 
be known as one of the four women 

2. Describe fully the very pic­
turesque court in the gate of Beth­
lehem, how the property belonging 
to Ruth and Naomi was sold, and 
what took the place of the deed of 
sale. 

3. Show that constancy and faith 
are more highly paid than clever­
ness or artistic skill, and quote 
Kingsley's words-

, Be good, sweet maid, 
And let who will be clever.' 
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LESSON XXVII-continued. THE REWARDS OF FAITH AKD Lon: 

MATTER, METHOD, 

mentioned from whom the Christ 
came. Many names of women that 
have occupied much higher positions 
than that of Ruth have perished-
names of queens, princesses, rulers 
-but the name of the Bethlehem 
farmer's wife remains, and will 
remain, as long as the world lasts. 

BLACKBOARD SKETCH, 

The Rewards of Faith and Love. 

'There is no one that hath left house, or father, or mother ... 
or lands, for My sake, and the Gos11cl's, but he shall 
receive an hundredfold now in this time .. ·. and in the 
world to come eternal life.' 

l. What was left, and why? 

Ruth leaves country, parents, sister, friends, 

and religion. 
She is impelled by love and faith-love to 

Naomi, faith in God. 

2. What God gave her on earth. 
A mother, a husband, a home, a child, and 

friends. 

3. What God gave her after death. 
An imperishable name. ·wherever David is 

known, Ruth is known: wherever Christ 
is known, Ruth is known. 

4. Lesson. 

'Whose faith follow, considering the end of 

thei1· conversation.' 
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