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A NEW YEAR'S GIFT FOR THE LIVING CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD

BEeLOVED readers of the Vessel! we hail
you on the morning of another new year !
The toils, pains, temptations, and sor-
rows of the old year are passed away.
365 days, 8,765 hours, 525,948 mi-
nutes, 31,666,937 seconds are fallen
from the parenthesis of time, in the
last old year, into the unfathomable
abyss of eternity! 'Thus, our years,
months, weeks, days, hours, minutes,
and moments are all numbered ; and our
sands of mortal life are all fast running
out, one by one, as our pulse beats time
to the solemn dirge of approaching death;
and our mortal bodies are going to the
dark land of worms, the house appointed
for all flesh. Thousands are fallen in
the last old year; and doubtless, many
have entered the dark valley, the regions
of the dead, without a hope in Christ,
and without a good hope of immortal
life’in the eternal world of glory. O,
ye happy, highly favoured saints of the
most high God! who have a good hope
through grace, a lively hope in your
souls, by the resurrection of Christ, re-
vealed in your souls, rejoice! rejoice!!
and begin your new year’s song with
‘ high hallelujah! glory to God and the
Lamb !

The great time-piece of creation was
drawn up by its great Maker’s eternal
band ; and he that is both God and man,
standing in both time and eternity, both
on the sea and on the earth, shall soon
lift up his hand to heaven, and swear
that there shall be time no longer. Rev.
x. 6. ¢There is a time to be born, and
a time to die,’ but no time to live. Death
entered into this world by sin; and the
world, and whole creation hath been
groaning, and travailing in pain, and dy-
Ing, ever since sin entered into the world.
All time is death dying. Life is the
eternal God himself ; and Christ is God,
who saith, ‘I am the life; and as God
man, by his death, hath abolished death
outof his spiritual church,and havingrisen
through the Spirit, hath brought life, eter-
nallife, and immortality to light through
the gospel; and Jesus being the true

od, and eternal life, is a quickening
Spint, who breathes eternal life into
every soul that is born of the Spirit;
and thus gives his sheep eternal life.
The old perishing world is dying and

January.—Parr XXXVIL—Vol. IV.

sinking daily; but the quickened, spi-
ritual church of Christ, is rising up daily
into eternal glory. Jesus breathed on
his disciples, and said, receive ye the Holy
Ghost.  And as every natural living
man has the dying breath of life in him,
so every spiritual living man, the new
man, hath the breath of eternal life in
his soul; and this life is God in him,
Christ in him, the Holy Ghost in him;
for, ¢ your life is hid with Christ in God.’
The life of your soul is hid in the Deity ;
and the Deity is hid in your soul; and
every sigh, groan, and cry that arises
out of your soul through the weight of
sin and its loathsomeness, and the body
of this death, is nothing less than God
in your soul. ¢The Spirit maketh inter-
cession for us, with groanings that can-
not be uttered ;; (Romans viii. 26;) and
these are the groans of the Son of God,
in his dying body the church, on earth.

And, dearly beloved, all pains and
sufferings while on earth, is but filling
up that which is behind (the hinder part
of Christ’s body still on earth) of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh, for his
body’s sake, which is the church. (Col. i.
24.) ¢There is one body, and one spi-
rit.” The church is Christ’s body inha-
bited by the Holy Ghost. Every heaven
born soul has a measure of the same
spirit that dwelt in Christ without mea-
sure. ‘ We have this treasure in earthen
vessels; and the same spirit that raised
up Jesus from the dead, shall quicken
your mortal body, by his spirit, that
dwelleth in you” Romans vii. 11.

And now, my dear souls, we know
that there is nothing pleasant in death,
abstractedly considered; but, pray that
you may be enabled to leave all the dead
and dying things of this world, and your
dying flesh in the hands of him who was
only able to overcome and conquer death;
who took out death’s sting, which is sin,
by his blood, on the cross. And, believe
me, sweet souls, it is only the Holy Spi-
rit, Christ’s spirit in you, that can take
sin, death’s sting out of your poor trou-
bled conscience; and that spirit being a
spirit of life, love, and holiness, more
powerful than sin, death, and hell, is
able to draw death's sting out of vour
wounded eonscience, by the application
of Christ’s blood, and pour such floods

B
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of light and love into our souls that can
make us willing and pleased to drop this
vile mortal flesh to be with Christ in
open vision. A proof of this you may
see in the last number of the Vessel, by
the Obituaries from Wolverhampton and
Hull.

Beloved, this is that precious faith
wrought in us by the power of the Holy
Ghost, that can only fortify our trembling
souls against the fears of death, that
terrible death now stalking round the
world in various forms—sword, pesti-
lence, and famine. And now, ye dear
rosy-faced youth, whose youthful blood
runs warm and swift through your veins,
and you dear brethren, who have arrived
at sober and refreshing manhood, should
vou, by God’s preserving mercy, escape
these things, death, in old resistless time,
brings on hoary headed winter ¢and gal-
lerous old age winds up her tale’ on
earth. Therefore, we would not attempt
to charm your souls with polities, vain
philosophy, worldly glory, and a fancied
gerfection, in this dying corruptible state,

ut endeavour to point you to the dying,
rising, reigning glory of the Son of God.
Brethren, though we have much here to
cause thankfulness to God, there is no-
thing in this life worth soul-glory. This
life is but a lingering sickness, termi-
pating only in death. Disease and death
are in all things around us, and in our
poor mortal flesh. If we look to the
east, on the old continent, in Russia,
there is pestilence, and thousands dying
of the eholera—in Switzerland, insur-
rection, blood-shed, and death by the
sword—and if we look to the west, to
the American continent, in Mexico, there
we hear of bloodshed, and wholesale
death—and pear home, in that poor, ne-

lected, priest-ridden, sister country, Ire-
and, there murder, pestilence, and partial
famine have been seen—and at home, dis-
tress, oppression,and criﬂ)led commerce.
So that like Ezekiel’s roll, ¢ lamentation,
mourning, and woe,’ is on both sides
written.  Still, amidst all this, no natural
man, in the world with all his woes, saith,
¢ Where is God, my Maker, that giv_eth
songs in the night? But, O, dear saints
of the Most High, who know your God,
amidst all the death without, and he'art-
plague of the old man felt within, Christ's
presence will give you a song in the
night of affliction, and cause you to sing
in the last night of death; and the new
year's song of glory Yegins in the ever-

lasting year, where sin, sorrow, and death
are never known.

Well,-beloved, the old year, 1847, is
gone, gone for ever! and 1848 salutes
our eyes. Thanks be unto God for the
many mercies in the past; the Lord
multiply his mercies in this which has
appeared ; and give us grateful hearts,
praying spirits, and a new year's song of
praise. Yes; the old wan has lost an-
other old year; but the new man’s new
year’s day and year began on the day of
his new birth; and is eternal life, grace,
and glory begun in the soul. ¢He that
sitteth upon the throne saith, and behold
I make all things new; a new birth, a
new heart, a new man, a new creature,
a new name, a new heaven, a new earth.
‘When a woman marries she looses her old
name; that is cut off; she takes a new
nanie, the name of her husband; and
the name of the church’s husband is
called Wonderful, the Mighty God;
and the bride, the Lamb’s wife, is wonder-
fully beloved, redeemed, and provided for;
she is heiress of all things, and joint heir-
ess with the God-man. The Son is the
Father’s delight; and the bride is the
Father's delight in the Man; and the
woman is the delight of the Man for ever
and ever, Amen. O, glorious bride!
‘Thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and
thy land Beulah, for the Lord delighteth
in thee, and thy land shall be married.”
And as the bridegroom rejoices over the
bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.”
O holy church of God, rejoice in the
Lord; and again, I say rejoice. Bing
hosannah, hallelujah! to God in the
highest. Amen and amen.

WILLIAM GARRARD.

Leicester, Dec. 3rd. 1847,

The Divine Faithfaluess;

173 PRECIOUSNESS, PERFECTION AND PERPETVITY.
e

« Thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very
heavens.”’—Pgalm Ixxxix. 2.

To all the loved and learned of the
Father,—

How truly blessed is it when the Holy
Ghost, the testifier and glorifier of Jesus,
is graciously pleased to cause us to re-
member * the rock whence we weré
hewn, and the hols of the pit whence we
were digged,’ and is also pleased to gnable
us to review the land through which we
have travelled—to regard the hand by
which we have been conducted—to Te-
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hearse the mighty and righteous acts of
the Lord, in saving us from Satan’s
snares, preserving our steps while pass-
ing through perilous places, and deliver-
ing our souls out of dangers, difficulties
and distresses innumerable, and to re-
count the manifold proofs and matchless
gitts of love bestowed upon us, in order
that we may record his faithfulness who
has followed us with favour day by day,
thereby fulfilling that sweet and sacred
promise, penned by Isaiah (58 chapter,
8 verse), ¢ Thy righleousness shall go be-
forethee : the glory of the LORD shall be
thy rereward.

The divine faithfulness is abundantly
declared in the revelation Jehovah has
been mercifully pleased to give of his
mind and will concerning his church.
1t is brightly displayed in the redemption
wrought by Jesus, even a complete re-
demption from sin and Satan, law and
justice, death and hell. It is also bless-
edly discovered in the regeneration of
sinners, in renewing their souls, and
raising them up from the horrible pit, or
pit of horrors, and revealing in them
¢ the Christ of God.” And it is gloriously
developed in the ultimate reception of all
such renewed and redeemed sinners into
the blissful presence of the Three-one
Jehovah, there to abide, and therein to
rejoice for ever and ever.

In attempting a glance at the divine
faithfulness as spoken of in the above-
named text, let us notice :—1st, The
preciousness of the doctrine; 2nd, Its
perfection ; and 3rd, Its perpetuity.

First—* Thy faithfulness” Thereisa
peculiar Yreciousness realized in the soul
of the believer when contemplating the
fact, that whatever the Lord in his infinite
wisdom may suffer, permit, or allow, we
are assured he will not suffer his faith-
JSuiness to fail, verse 33 ; from age to age
the righteous seed have found (amidst all
the treachery, trickery, twistings, and
turnings of ungodly and unfaithful men,
from which they have sadly suffered, and
sorely smarted)  the faithful God,'(Deut.
vii, 9,) has been their alone rock, refuge,
and resting place. In order that we may
better understand the subject, let us first
observe what is involved 1n, or implied
by the term faithfulness, viz., 1st, that
certain engagements have been entered
Into: 2nd, thatcertain promiseshave been
made ; 3rd, thatcertain offices have been
created ; and 4th, that certain relation-
ships have been and are sustained. -The

divine faithfulness then implies, that
certain engagements have been entered
into, which are, that Jehovah, Father,
Son, and Spirit, will be the God of his
people Israel, even their God for ever and
ever; and they, his people, shall be his
portion, even his eternal inheritance ;
answerable to the inspired statements of
the prophets, Hosea, Moses, and David.
(see Hosea ii. 19, 20; Deut. xxxii. 9;
Ps. xxxiii. 12.) Again, that certain pro-
mises arising out of the solemn engage-
ments previously mentioned, have been
made, viz., to bless with all spiritual
blessings, to comfort with all heavenly
consolations, to save and strengthen, to
sustain, supply, to pardon and pacify, to
direct and protect, yea, to satisfy and
glorify the objects of Love’s eternal choice,
with the glory given to them in Christ
Jesus before the world began. Also,
that certain offices have been created for
Him who is our surety, substitute and
sacrifice, viz., the offices of Prophet,
Priest, King, Shepherd, Advocate, and
Judge, in all of which he is found faith-
ful, not as a servant only, but as a son
over his own house, (see Heb. iii. 1—8.)
Moreover, he is the Mediator of the
New Testament, the Messenger of the
covenant, the Messiah promised, and the
Minister of the true circumcision, making
manifest in the fulfilling of these sacred
offices his eternal power and godhead.
And, finally, that certain relative charac-
ters have been and are sustained by him,
he being our master, friend, brother,
father, husband, and head, in all of which
his goodness shines, his greatness stands
confessed, his love abounds, his tender-
ness appears, his constant care is felt,

And his faithfulness both strong and sure,
Abides the same for evermore.

Thus then, to those that believe, and do
the truth of God receive, this doctrine
is precious, and daily experience of the
same will render it increasingly precious.

In the second place let us notice the
perfection of the divine faithfulness as
expressed in our text, :thy fuithfulness
shalt thou establish.’ To establish, sig-
nifies to settle, confirm, ratify; or, in
plainer words, to make good ; therefore,
to establish his faithfulness, Jehovah
must make good all that relates thereto,
thereby proving its perfection to all such
as know the preciousness of the doctrine,
To aid us in understanding more fully
what is intended by God establishing his
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faithfulness, let us observe these four
things :—1st, he will establish his cove-
nant, or make good all his engagements
as he assured our father Abraham of old;
see Gen, xvii. 7. 2nd, he will establish
his word, sccording to the desire of
Elkanah, see 1 Sam. 1. 23; or make good
all his promises which are blessedly de-
clared by the Holy Ghost, and as bless-
edly found by all the saints, to be yea and
amen in Christ Jesus the Lord. 3rd, he
will establish his work, by fulfilling every
office he sustains to the utmost satisfac-
tion of all interested therein ; hence our
deeply and divinely taught brother Paul
was confident that the good work which
God had begun in the hearts of the be-
lieving Philippians, he would perform or
perfect until the day of Jesus Christ, and
most blessedly did our adorable Lord in
the days of his flesh, appeal to the autho-
rity of this infallible and indubitable
witness—his work—saying, ¢the works
that I doin my Father’s name, they bear
witness of me. If I do not the works of
my Father, believe me not. But 1f I do,
thoughyebelieve notme, believethe works.
John x. 25, 37, 885 surely, then, we who
can say with David, ‘thou, Lord, hast
made me glad through thy work, Psalm
xcil. 4 ; can also say with him, ¢ Ads work
15 honourable and glorious,’ Psalm cxi. 8.
And hence, as he ts the rock, and his work
ts perfect, (Deut. xxxii. 4,) we may cheer-
fully sing,
The work that wisdom undertakes,
Eternal mercy ne'er forsakes.

and also,

Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days ;

It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise.

Fourth, he will establish his name in
the estimation and experience of his be-
gotten, beloved, and believing family,
making good, and making manifest his
inviolable faithfulness as their Lord and
master, their bosom friend, their elder
brother, their everlasting Father, their
ever-loving husband, and theirever-living
head :

Thus will he give them cause to bless
His love, his truth, and faithfalness.

and thus doth his name become great in
Israel, and glorious in their salvation;
yea, his name is exalted in their soul’s
realization of its sweetness, strength,
suitability, and sufficiency; and is ex-
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tolled in their songs of pure affection,
and true adoration ; while they sing,

His name proclaims the mourner's peace,
It makes the righteous bold ;

It gives the wounded spirit ease,
Though faith be tried as gold.

It is our refuge in distress,
Our plea before the throne ;
We never can be comfortless,
While his dear name is known.

In the third place, let us notice the
perpetuity of the divine faithfulness:—.
¢ thy faithfulness shalt thow establish in
the very heavens’ This implies four
things with reference to the sons of God,
the servants of Christ, the subjects of the
Spirit’'s work, who are the seed of Jacob,
sought out and separated by him that
sanctifieth all that sanctified are. 1st, it
implies, their entire preservation as the
mystic body of Christ; 2nd, their com-
plete purification as the manifested bride
of Jesus; 3rd,their ultimate presentation
in heaven as the mighty body of the great
T AM; aod 4th, their eternal participa-
tion of glory as the married bride of the
glorious Lamb ; hence their preservation
is of love, their purification bybleod, their
presentation in righteousness, and their
participationaccording totruth ; and thus
the purity of love divine, the precicusness
of blood divine, the perfection of right-
eousness divine, and the power of truth
divine, are proved and established in the
very heavens, eternally unfolding, exhi-
biting, and illustrating the glory of the
divine faithfulness.

I close these remarks byobserving,that
salvationisso evidentlyalone of God, that
it requires the love, blood, righteousness,
and power of the Lord Godomnipotent to
effectit,and be it solemnly written, and as
solemnly remembered, that as the most
powerfully formed arm would become
motionless and inactive without blood, so
even the arm of omnipotence, without
blood, would prove ineﬂ{::ient to save one
sinner from death deserved. Herein,then,
is the righteousness of God revealed to
the eye of faith, that love has decreedand
determined that the merit of the blood of
Jesus,and the mightof thearm of Jehovah
in Jesusshould meetin thesalvation of the
church. And thus mercy and truth have
met together, and pardon and peace from
thence proceed. Concerning truth, consl-
derthree thingsinitsreference to Christ,—
1st, truth is the garment of his soul!

2nd, truth is the girdle of his loins ; and,
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8rd, truth is the glory of his life; also
consider these threo in its reference to
the saints : 1st, truth is the ground on
which they stand ; 2nd, truth is the guide
by which they walk, and 3rd, truth is the
goal to which they run,

Maytne God of grace and peace, whose
testimonies are sure, and whose faithful-
ness and mercy for ever endure, grant
unto his dear children such blessed dis-
coveries of his love, blood, righteousness,
and truth, that they may fee%ingly adopt
the language of David, ¢ I know, O LORD,
that thy judgments are right, and that
thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me,
Psalm cxix. 75; and of Jeremiah, ¢ It 7s
of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed, because hiscompassions failnot;
they are new everymorning : great is thy
Juithfulness” Lam. iii. 22, 23; and of
Isaiah, ¢ O LoRrD, thou art my God; I
will exalt thee, I 1will praise thy name ;
Jor thou hast done wonderful things ; thy
counsels of old (or thine ancient counsels)
are faithfulness and truth. Isa. xxv. 1.
Even so, Amen. JOHN STENSON.

Chelsea, Dec. 9, 1847,

Death and Burial of the Iate Hr, James,

OF HARTLEY ROW,

For some time past the Lord’s dealings with
Mr. James have been very mysterious ; his
usefulness in the vineyard of the Lord
app.ee}red to be at a stand ; but few perhaps
anticipated that his end was so near, or that
his departure to another and a better world,
should be so sudden, although the nature of
his complaint was such as must necessarily
lead to this; it being a disease of the heart.
Nov. 28, 1847, was the last Sabbath that he
spent in the wilderness, It appears on that
day he was engaged to preach, but was too ill
to go, being in bed the best part of the day ;
but on the following day he was a little better;
about nine or ten o’clock at night he com-
plained of violent pains in his inside and went
Into his garden, where staying longer than
usua.I, Mrs. J. went after him; and, poor thing,
Was just in time to hear his last groan, for he
had fallen down, and, breathing his last, en-
tered, we trust, into his eternal rest. The
funeral took place the following TFriday,
December 3rd. Mr. John Foreman, of Lon-
don, and Mr, Curtis, of Homerton, officiating.
The chapel was quite full. Mr. Curtis
opened the service by giving out that well
kl}own hymn, ¢* Why do we mourn departed
friends 7" after which, Mr. Foreman read the
9th, 10th, & 11th verses of the §th chapter of
the Romans, and gave a very suitable and
solemnn address: Hae began by stating that

he was almost left solitary. He said, bro-
ther Combe is gone ; brother Stevens is gone,
and now brother James is gone. I was al-
most ready to ask the Lord to spare them a
little longer, that we might all go home to-
gether.” He spoke at some length on the
body being dead because of sin, but the spirit
being alive because of righteousness; shew-
ing that it was but of little importance as to
when, or where a man died, whether his was
a laying affliction, or a walking affliction ;
but the grand thing to be considered was,
whether he had the Spirit of Christ? for,
¢ If a man have not the Spirit of Christ he is
none of his.” Now, (said Mr. Foreman) I
am well persuaded that brother James had
the spirit of Christ, and although the body is
dead because of sin, he is not lost, but is
gone a little before us into the mansions of
bliss ; for Christ gave body for body, and
soul for soul, and there was a divine certainty
of both being in heaven, for there was now
no condemnation to them that are in Christ ;
no, nor any separation from him. He be-
lieved his dear departed brother wasan honest
man; one who loved and preached the TRUTH.
Some did not think him experimental; or
just in that line of things which pleased
them; yet he never attempted to please man ;
but went on to preach CarisT; and if he
was here to speak, he would say, ‘ donot men-
tion anything about me, hut Christ, who is
all in all,’ withwhom he now is, and of whom
he knows more than all of us put together ;
so that he has outstepped us now.” Mr. F,
concluded with prayer, after which the body
was placed in a vault under the vestry.

WHAT I8 THE SOUL?

THE soul is the breath of God, the beaunty
of man, the wonder of angels, and the envy
of devils ; ’tis of an angelical nature, ’tis an
heavenly spark, a celestial plant, and of a
divine offspring ; ’tis capable of the know-
ledge of God, of union with God, of com
munion with God, and of an eternal fruition
of God; there is nothing that can suit the soul
below God, there is nothing that can satisfy
the soul without God; the soul is so high
and so noble a piece. that it scorns all the
world; what are all the riches of the East or
West Indies ? what are rocks of diamonds,
or mountains of gold ? or tbe price of Cleo-
patra’s draught, to the price that Christ laid
down for souls? *Tis only the blood of him
that is God-man tbat is an equivalent price
for the redemption of souls. Silver and
gold hath redeemed many thousands out of
Turkish bondage, but all the silver and
gold in the world could never redeem one
poor soul from hellish bondage, from hell-
ish torments. Souls are a dear commnodity,
he that bought them found them so; and
yet at how cheap a rate do some sinners
sell their immortal souls.— Brooks.
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A Yew Words to our Readers on the Opening of the New Year.

THROUGH winds, waves, and difficulties,
with our life often in apparent jeopardy,
have we struggled thus far to work our
way ; and by the good hand of our God
upon us, have reached the solemn point,
18481 Here we pause; we thank God;
and take courage. We bless his holy
name for the past, the present, and the
1uture; for, in reviewing the retrospect,
our life and standing seems a miracle—a
trophy of mercy, and all-conquering
grace! And under their benign smiles
we would unfurl the banner of love, and
display its crimson colours because of
Truth. We would plant it on the top of
our sweet Ebenezer, and joyfully reite-
rate the ancient inscription, ¢ Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us” And then as
our eve falls on the future—the dark—
the gloomy future, with all its vast dis-
plays of divine and satanic skill brought
into fearful contact, our souls rejoice to
find themselves with Jehovah Jesus in
the ark of covenant protection ; so that
however great or terrible the stroke by
which the heavens and the earth shall be
shaken, we are on safe ground! We
ride secure! The litle sanctuary of in-
vincible truth will shield us from the
judgments that will make the unfaithful
to quake, the wicked to howl, and devils
to rage; so that only with our eyes shall
we behold, and see the reward of the
wicked. Nor are we at liberty to put
far from us the evil day, nor say, ¢ Our
Lord delayeth his coming,’ seeing the
word of truth bids us to watch and be
ready; the signs of the times exhibited
in 1he past year, especially that shock of
the commercial system—(the very back-
bone of political power)—which has
spread, and is still spreading distress
around, seems to say ¢ Behold, the Judge
is at the door ' Another, and growing
sign is the progress of Puseyism as linked
with the changing policy of the crafty
and insidiously working Pope of Rome.
And surely, the ambition of the rival
vicegerent will by no means allow him to
stop in his measures, till they have fairly
placed him on the top of the mountain of
our Zion! Towards this terminus the
events of the past year have hurried us
alonz. Who can tell the velocity of
Yoxry-EiGET? Who can say what
events shall transpire; or, what displays

of sovereign care and power shall be
made? Nor does it matter, beloved, to
those who are with our glorious Chuist,
seeing all things must and shall work
together for theirgood ; and that though
the earth be removed, and the moun-
tains be carried into the depths of the
sea,theyhave a river of peace, the streams
whereof shall make glad the holy place
of the tabernacles of the Most High. In
this we exult—in this we triumph'!

But we wish to speak to a few points
that concern the FEarthen Vessel; and
these are, the work itself—its corres-
pondents,—its readers,—and its Editor-
ship.

The Work dtself. It purports not to
be an iron vessel, of steam power, col-
lecting and accommodating the wise, the
mighty, and the noble of this world:
nor a golden vessel, gossessing nothing
but what will stand the test of fire ; but
an Earthen one only, which may soon
be broken and perish; and which, there-
fore, may be found at times like the
kingdom of heaven itself, catching and
carrying fish both good and bad. The
Earthen Vessel contends not for perfec-
tion either in her contents or manage-
ment; nor does she aim to tival other
vessels of superior show and quality now
plying on the face of the mighty waters.
Her grand object is to convey to virgin
souls that unspeakable gift — THE
TRUTH—in all its vastness, richness,
and variety. The glory of Jehovah’s
great name, is ber sole,—her noblest
ambition. Nor has she cause to fear his
frown, seeing that the Lord himself has
often made choice of earthen vessels to
carrythetidings of his rich grace,untohis
own elect whoare scattered up and down

on the face of the earth, and has endowed
them with a heaven-constructed com-
pass, at once so trueand faithful, thatits
gujdance may be termed infallible pro-
vided the eye and judgment of its captaln
make no mistake: by the aid of this
compass, we wish to steer betwixt the
miry waters of lifeless Calvinism on the
one hand; and the gaping whirlpoolsof
Arminianism on the other. We desire
that all whom this work may concern
may be found contending for a lively
faith, as the Spirit’s wor ,and‘also for
the fruits of that faith, by showing that
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their conversation is such as becometh
the gospel of Christ; for we have no
sympathy with the man who, while he
contends loudly for the sovereignty of
grace, shows by his walk that that grace
does not teach him to deny ungodliness
and worldly lusts. We drop this, be-
cause we perceive that the most solemn
of all evils (on the side of the church) is
the laxity and recklessness of many who
profess to be her sons,

To our Correspondents we say,—We
thank you for your many kindnesses
shewn to this little work, and we wish
youstill to receive her stores, and furnish
her with such treasures as you may be
Frivileged to dig from the mines of reve-
ation and a divine experience. But, be
careful, beloved brethren, that you do
not attempt to fill us up with mere
rubbish : we keep a fire in our cabin to
burn up useless things ; and an alembic
in our dispensary to extract the essence
of bulky matter. Nevertheless, we often
painfully perceive that more diligence,
prudence, and sound judgment is needed
in fitting out the Vessel from time to
time. In order to make this little mes-
senger more acceptable to the real church
of God, we pray, beloved brethren, that
the bread you send be hot from the oven,
and not mere dry, mouldy collections,
which has been the ruin of some perio-
dicals. Let your furniture for the king’s
house, be nicely made—your garments
for the poor, clean and white—your wine
new—your oil fresh—and your flowers
and fruits just plucked May your ex-
perience be choice and savoury; your
doctrines unctious ; your knowledge kea-
venly; your views of prophecy chaste and
humble, and your pens dipped in the
love and blood of the everlasting cove-
nant. To our real brethrenin the ministry,
or any private christian possessing gifts
for edification, we say, by dropping your
pieces in the Vessel, you preach to a
congregation of some thousands: but do
let ){our subjects be short and pithy—
striking and solemn—suitable and ser-
viceable—salted with savoury sentences,
and spiritually interesting.  We speak
thus in love and meekness, because we
desire that faithfulness and utility should
mark our course.

To our Readers. To you, as to a vast
congregation every month assembling,
we say, before the Lord, we sincerely
desire your edification and comfort. And
that our little visitant may not prove a
snarc to you, we add, lct it not rob you

7

of that profit to be derived from medi-
tating on the Scriptures: for great asare
the facilities of the press to convey truth,
yet, as Satan has a stern hatred to the
Bible, so will, and so does.he endeavour
to control this mighty engine as to make
it 2 means of robbing the saints of their
holy bread; even as Saul, by his inter-
diction,robbed Israel in the dayof battle :
since he well knows if they fast in this
respect, weakness and sickness must
ensue. And as we know that children
are fond of spending their time in the
little vessels by the river side, so we say,
seek to spend morein the treasure house
of Zion, and in the picture gallery of
inspiration ; and follow not the Vessel
any further than it and your souls follow
Christ. For, knowing that idolatry of a
religious kind now awfully abounds, and
is putting power into the hands of the
devil, we are jealous over you and our-
seves with holy jealousy, lest we should
be prejudicial instead of beneficial to the
church. Be awake, then, beloved, he
awake, and trim your lamps, and see that
you obtain a good supply of oil from the
Lord’s olive trees now standing in the
Bible ; and when indulged with a melting
soul before the mercy seat, as far as you
can, remember us, and all who with us
are aiming to glorify God.

As to its Editorship. What shall we
say? We will frankly confess that we
JSeel our ignorance, our weakness, and
unfitness. We have not shining talents,
nor minds furnished with literary lore.
At most we possess but as the seventh
part of an editorial gift ; therefore, while
standing alone and unaided, our judg-
ment, our scrutiny, and our work must
be imperfect. ‘I'his must be the case,
even could we devote all our time and
energies to this one object; how much
more so then when our time is wholly
occupied in other business, either in the
church, or in the world? We crave
sympathy of those who walk in the path
of tribulation. We crave patience and
pardon of all who, by oversight and
hurry, may be neglected. And con-
cerning any rubbish or dross, or fruitless
contention that may appear, we ask
gentle advice and admonition which shall
provoke us pot to wrath, but to love and
good works.

As a closing word, we would say, may
we all be united in one bond of unity;
and there contend for the faith of Jesus,
the teaching of the Spirit, the hidden
meaning of God’s word, a clear know-
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ledge of the signs of the times, the cru-
cifixion of the flesh, and a consistent
walk and conduct for the glory of God.
And then, whatever may be the troubles
of 1848 ; neither life nor death, angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, things
present, nor things to come, shall ever
be able to separate us from the love of
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
TrE EpiToRr’s FRIEND.

Avother Poor Prodigal Returned.

Dear Sir,
As I'have felt 1 union and with you
1n reading your writings, I feel at liberty to use great
plainness of speech, and I wil} attempt, in some mea-
sure. to lay before you a few of the things I have felt in
my sou} t—

It was in the seventeenth year of my
life when God first found me in a barren
land indeed, and immersed in sin and
filth; an open enemy to God and godli-
ness. When he had laid some solemn
checks upon my soul, and made me to
tremble before him in secret, and to cry
for mercy; sin was so strong in me, my
love to it so great, and my hatred to
anything sevious so powerful, that at
times I felt as if I would live in sin,
though I perished for ever. And I went
on sinning openly and repenting secretly,
(though at times I could hardly conceal
it,) until one Sabbath I had been at
work; nay, I was then at work with
some more persons; and at that time
the Lord shewed himself to me in such
majesty, power, glory and justice, that I
felt as if I was sinking into hell before
him; with this impression upon my
mind, that if 1 looked upward, there
God appeared as a consuming fire; and,
if I looked down to the earth, (as I did)
I thought I saw hell beneath me ready
to receive me; yea, I thought I was
sinking into it; and this impression was
powerfullly upon my mind, ¢ if you die to
night, hell will be your portion;’ and
from it I saw no way of escape. Though
this made an impression never to be
erased ; yet, that very Sunday when 1
got with my companions, I went into a
wood 1o get nuts, but not without a
trembling heart; and when pight came
that I got alone, I cried for mercy and
sighed deeply to Him that sits upon the
throne. I could not indulge in secret
sins, but was often overtaken with out-
ward temptation, and fell a prey to my
lusts. For some time, temptations, my
luste, and the wrath of God revealed
from heaven in my conscience against
sin, made my outward man to decay, and

to all human appearance, I appeared to
be pining away in my ¢ickness. All my
sufterings at this time were for my actual
transgressions. Soon after this the Lord
appeared for me as a God of providence
in answer to prayer; and by that [
clearly saw that he heard prayer, which
much encouraged me to call upon his
name. At this time I found my heart
and soul much in the things of God. I
could read and pray with much pleasure,
and often found my soul drawn up into
the presence of God, and have had such
a consciousness of his presence, that I
have rejoiced with joy unspeakable, and
found my heart burn with love to Christ,
I thought at the time that all the world
might have Christ if they would, he
appeared so accessible to me. I could
get into a feeling of his presence at any
time ; the Lord appeared so willing to
receive me. 1n this state ] made a pub-
lic profession,andjoined a Baptistcharch,
and went on comfortably in the things of
God for some time, and lived as though
there was neither sin nor temptation ; and
undoubtedly I felt much power to with-
stand evil, but alas! I fell from my ex-
cellency into such a state of sin, misery,
and woe, as no tongue can tell. In the
first instance 1 found a trifling with temp.
tation until my soul was so far overcome,
as almost to be deluged. I lost all my
knowledge of Christ, and there appeared
no way of access to him, yea, though I
cried and shouted he shut out my prayer,
and withheld the face of his throne. I
wrestled, begged, sighed, groaned, and
cried to him, but all to no purpose; my
awful and dreadful condition which lasted
for about three years, 1 have no ability
to describe. At the end of that time [
was sharply tried and worn out with
prayer and strong cries to him that hath
power to save, and when I had given up
all, and felt as if I must sink under my
sin, he spoke these words with power to
my heart, ¢ As far as the east is from the
west so far have I removed thy trans-
gressions from thee.” Immediately light
broke into my heart, and I saw clegrly
how my sin was put away by the sacrifice
of Christ. Before this time he spoke many
sweet words to me to encourage me to
hope in him, but now I felt him to draw
nigh to my soul, and fill me with peace
and a knowledge of salvation, and since
then he has endeared himself to me times
without number, and frequently under
circumstances the most painful and trying.
Oakham. H. HERCOCK.
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THE GOD-DISHONOURING LIFE, AND
GOD-GLORIFYING

Peath of Anna Catherina Merks.

—

OuR attention has been particularly
called to a little work entitled, ¢ Jesus
Triumphant in the Conversion and Death
of Anna Catherina Merks, executed at
Rotterdam, in Holland.” The work is
published in London, by Simpkin, Mar-
shall, & Co., and is one of the most
powerful witnesses of the free, unmerited,
super-abounding grace of God, that has
fallen under our notice for a length of
time. We are creditably informed that
a very signal and effectual blessing has
attended the publication of this work;
and we are fully persuaded that testimo-
nies of this description will be owned
and honoured.of God the Holy Ghost
to many precious souls. We not only
heartily recommend the work, but, know-
ing as we do, that many of our readers
cannot afford to purchase it, we shall
make such extracts from it, as will, in
some measure, justify us in speaking so
highly of it.

Before we enter upon the narrative,
(lest it should be forgotten) we make
one prefatory remark; and it is this:
Ministers of the gospel especially should
read this work. More faithful dealing,
more wisdom manifested, we never read,
than was exhibited by the minister whose
office it was to converse with this poor
prisoner. Certainly he proved himself
to be a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed; and most. wonderful was the
honour which God put upon his labours.
He was indeed an nsfrument in the
hands of God the Holy Ghost of plucking
a brand from the burning, and of bring-
ing a poor wretched sinner into the ful-
ness of Christ’s pardoning love, and sin-
atoning blood. Oh! ye heralds of sal-
vation! read ye these tidings of love and
mercy! and may the Almighty Spirit fire

your souls with increased zeal; nerve|

you with fresh power; fill you with pure
heavenly love, in the greatwork to which
ye are called, being.assured vour labour
shall not be in vain in the Lord.

. Anna Catherina Merks was executed
In the city of Roterdam, in Holland,
when little more than twenty years of
age. She was left an orphan, and cast
upon the world at a very early age.
After living some few years in service,
she was seﬁuced by a soldier, by whom

she had children ; and being forsalen of
him, and left destitute, she commenced
thieving, and went on from that sin to
others, until she became a most vile and
worthless character, and at length, we
find her under sentence of death. Our
first extract is descriptive of the first visit
which the minister above referred to paid
this wretched woman in the prison.

“Tuesday, the 5th of June, about five
o’clock in the afternoon, a mianister was
ordered to visit a young woman in the prison,
and placed there in the Mourning chamber,
which woman he found unconcerned asleep.
The Mourning Chamber is a place where no
persons are confined but those whose crimes
are found capital, to whom the first intelli-
gence that they are to die, is given by a
minister purposely sent to them by the
court; the sentence of death is pronouaced
long after, and but a few minutes before tne
execution,

¢ He desired she should be awakened, say-
ing, that his intention in coming there was
to speak about matters of the utmost im-
portance. Consequently she was awakened,
when the minister desired to know her name,
which she said was Anna- Catherina Merks,
her religion she said was the Roman Catho-
lic. Upon being asked the question, Why
he found herin so sad a place? She an-
swered, she had committed such deeds as
had brought her there. .

“ Upon this the minister told her that he
was not at all surprisecd at her answer, be-
cause it is always a bad omen when a min-
ister is desired to visit a person in such a
place; such persons indeed, said he, thus
sent unto, can have no long expectation of
life. Oh! (cried she aloud) must I then
part with my young lift? The minister
gave her a few minutes time to weep, reply-
ing only, that she must part with that young
life, because she had spent it so wickedly,
inquiring at the same time in what manner
she had -‘got her living? Upon which she
replied, that she had been a servant. In-
quiring if she always had been a servant, she
answered, if it had been so, she should not
be now in such a place.

A long conversation here ensued con-
cerning her previous manner of life.
After this, the minister began to inter-
rogate her, respecting her views of her
present awful condition, preaching to her
most solemnly the holy law of God, and
the consequences following upon its
violation. Her answers only proved her
gross darkness and ignorance. The
writer then says :—

4 The minister beho'ding her great igno-

rance and being moved with eompassion
C
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thereat, sought to know if she knew any-
thing of the holy Scriptures. She declared
she knew nothing of them, and her reason
was, she could not read.

*“The minister then desired the goal-
keeper to let him have a Bible, out of which
he rend to her deliberately the whole law of
God, questioning her, and commienting on
each section of the same. The whole law
thus being read to her, and she having de-
clared herself to be guilty on every eom-
mandment thereof, the minister told her,
that she being found guilty on the whole
law of God, she must know that the breach
of one single commandment deserves tem-
poral and eternal death ; how much the more
in her case, she being found guilty on all.
Instructing her out of the third chapter of
the Galatians, and in the tenth verse, that
she lay under the curse, which curse con-
sisted, 1st—In a separation from God, and
remaining so without bope of being saved,
and without communion with, or part in
God, but must be banished from his face
everlastingly miserable, 2. Inanalienation
from the promises and covenant, that she
could not now, or hereafter, expect to have
the least part in any of the promises pro-
mised in God’s word, and without a covenant
with God, throngh all the ages of eternity,
should be and remain, the property of hiin
with whom she was in covenant. 3. As you
are dead in trespasses and sins, consequently
you never can enjoy eternal life, for nothing
unclean can enter heaven. 4. You are a
cbild of God’s wrath, which wrath of the
most high and dreadful majesty, everlastingly
will be poured out upon you, you being se~
parated fromn the face of the Almighty. Do
you think, said be, as you are dead, all will
be dead ! No, said she, I believe not ; but,
proceeded he, do you know the difference
betwixt men and beasts ? And she answered,
no. Which question he cleared up to her;
and she believed, she said, that after death
there remains a soul of us, which he shewed
her further out of Matthew x. 28. FPray,
said he, tell me if you can, how many ways
there be after death? She answered, eternal
glory, but spoke nothing (which was very
remarkable) of a purgatory.

“ There is (replied the minister, in answer
to bis own proposed question) not only an
eternal glory, but a hell, a place eternally
burning of unquenchable fire, wherein all the
damned are cast. Pray, said he, look now
upon the life you have led,and tell me which
of those two places you think will be your
portion.

« T have hope, said she, because God is
merciful : that he will forgive my sins for
my youth's sake.

“ Will your temporal judge, replied the
minister, pardon you for your youth's sake ?
Bhe answered, no. How much less, replied
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he, the Judge of heaven and earth, God, the
righteous God himself! You can have no
hope at all upon this foundation: it is certain
God is merciful and willing to forgive, but
he is righteous also, and neither can nor will
let sin escape unpuunished ; the ungodly shall
surely see no life, and if you die in this
eondition, there is no hope for you, nor
other expectation, but to be cast and keptin
the flames of hell, with the devil and all the
damned.”

From this, in a most consistent and
cautious manner, he went on to preach
to her the only way of salvation by Jesus
Christ, and left her with fervent prayer.
On another occasion the minister opened
to her the falseness of that empty and
deceitful form of prayer to which she
seemed to be clinging. The first mani-
festation of deep conviction is thus ex-
pressed :—

¢ The minister again visited her, and de-
sired to know how she did. I am, said she,
in great distress ; I am afraid I shall be lost
for ever! and concluded, she was certain she
should die very shortly, and if I die, I shall
be miserable everlastingly; you and that
other gentleman’s words lay as a heavy
burden upon my heart, and I see clearly I
have sinned against all God’s commandments
exceedingly, and every time I prayed I did
surely mock the Lord, and now I know I
cannot pray, because I am a sinner, and my
very prayer must be a sin to me; I donot
know, proceeded she, from whence I shall
obtain pardon for my numerous sins, and
without that pardon my damnation is sure ;
this is the cause of my distress; oh, I do not
know where to fly for help!

. . . . . .

Thursday morning another gentleman
coming to see her, asked her, if she rested
well the last night. Oh no! said she; and
the reason being demanded, she answered,
0O, sir, I have something else to do than to
sleep! I lie under God's wrath, and under
the curse ! if I die, I am lost for ever! oh,
to die is nothing! but for ever, for ever to be
lost is dreadful! She spoke those words in
great earnestness ; fear and anguish was
visible in her countenance. .

“ The gentleman feigned not to believe
that her concern and anguish proceeded from
the fear of the second, but rather of the first,
the temporal death. Does not, said he, the
fear of death, and the shame that will attend
it, force you to speak such words? She
assured him that it was not that, but the fear
of being eternally lost; this laid heavy on
her beart. He desired to know if she had
been inprayer? She answered, that one had
been reading for her, and that she had been

raying the Lord to give her a right sight of
Eer sins: do you think, said he, there can be
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any possible deliverance for you? and her
answer was, I don’t know, I hope so0; if I
was only guilty, said she, before the world,
my fear should not be great, nor my anxieties
go many ; 1do clearly see myself to stand
guilty of the breach of every commandment
of God, and if I remain so, I am lost and
undone for ever, and that to be lost for ever,
is too heavy for me,”

Several fages are occupied in a length-
ened detail of the slow but certain work
which was carried on in her soul, in
bringing her to a deep and painful ac-
quaintance of her condition as a guilty
sinper in the sight of God. The fol-
lowing sentences which we extract from
the mass, are sufficient to give the reader
some idea of her sufferings. So sure it
is, that God 4:lls before he makes alive.

* Saturday morning the gentleman coming
to her, desired to know how she did. Oh,
said she, I am most miserable; I lie under
the wrath of God, and under the curse! I
shall be lost for ever! But, replied he,
what may be the reason thereof? Oh, said
she, I have no redeemer! The following
Lord’s day, the other gentleman came to
visit her in the morning, inquiring how she
did, and if she had a good night's rest?
Night's rest! said she ; can I sleep when I
see myself to be so guilty and damnable be-
fore God? Oh, I had work the whole night
betwixt God and my soul, more important
than sleeping ! The gentleman seeing her
labour under the guilt that lay on her con-
science, endeavoured to arrest her thereby.
He found she bad lost a deal of bodily
strength that night, and the persons that at-
tended her declared, she was the last night,
at least ten times in prayer. On another
occasion, after conversation with her, she
began bitterly to weep and to bemoan her-
self, crying out that eternity, and therein to
be lost, brought a distress upon her which
she was not able to bear; and falling down
on her knees prayed earnestly, crying out,
being all in tears, O God, convert me! O
God, convert me! repeating that several
times,

Thus she continued, until one Monday
morning, the gentleman asked her—

“ How do you do ? aaid he, as he entered
the room. I am very well, sir, replied she.

herein consists, said he, your being very
well? I will tell you, sir, said she; last
night, after the other gentleman departed
from me, I fell upon my knees (the people
Who attended her that night declared she was
threg quarters of an hour upon her knees)
Praying God to be pleased to give me a right
ﬂlght. of my sins, and God gave me to see
my sins ; the sin wherein I was born, and all
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my sins through the whole course of my life;
the places where, the manner how, and the
people with whom I committed them ; it was
just as if they were written and hung up
before mine eyes; I felt my sins, and the
smart thereof caused me to be inwardly
80 heavy that I could not bear them; it was
as if the wrath of God should have consumed
me; still I cried unto the Lord: O God,
here lieth a great gianer, with a multitade of
sin and guilt which I cannot bear ! and oh!
if thou wilt punish me for my sins, there can
be no punishment in eternal damnation which
I have not deserved! By this I was brought
into darkness; it was as if I was blinded,
and I was afraid I should have sunk away in
that darkness; but still I cried unto God, O
pardon! pardon! and execute not thy judg-
ment against me |

* Here came into my heart, as a voice,
‘The Redegmer liveth,’ O God, said I,
should there live a Redeemer for such a one
as I am, who is then that Redeemer? And
now it was as if a voice said in my heart,
‘ That Redeemer is none else but the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Saviour who hath shed his
blood upon the cross, that your sins should
be forgiven thee.’ I said there®n, Oh! wilt
thou then redeem me? and thereon came as
a voice inwardly in my heart, ‘I am yours,
and thou art mine.’ It was as if the
Redeemer stept in for me at the bar of God's
righteousness, and that all my guilt and sin
was laid in one scale or balance, and Jesus’
righteousness in the other; but that Jesus’
righteousness was far the heaviest, even more
than all my sins. Then came I out of dark-
ness, and the light broke in upon me, and
the Redeemer took away from me all my
sins, and my heart melted into ardent love,
and my whole soul was drawn out to the
Redeemer. :

“ The gentleman being amazed, said to
her, but Catherina, are you not afraid that
youdeceive yourself? I canscarcely believe
what you now have told me.

““ Oh no, sir, said she, because the Re-
deemer will not reveal deceitful things to me;
besides I did not know there was a Redeemer.
He recommended her to pray to tke Lord
for discerning light, in order, if she had
deceived herself, not to venture her soul
upon eternity on any imagination; do it,
said he, continually; if your experience is
genuine, the Lord will lead you further, and
clear you up in what he has done already.
And after he had prayed to the Lord fqr .that
purpose, he departed. When the winister
repaired unto her in the evening, the first
thing he observed in her was, she never
before looked a person in the face that spoke
to her, but now she straightly fixed her eyes
upon him, and appeared outwardly as one in
a serene and calm frame of mind.”’

So great and marvellous a change ex-
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cited much jealousy in the breasts of the
minister, and those concerned for her
eternal welfare ; and by various waysdid
they try to shake her faith; and she was
not without seasons of scvere conflicts;
but so glorious and abundant was the
merey manifested unto her, that nothing
could effectually dauntor drive her back
into despondency. We subjoin a few of
her expressions after pardon was sealed
home on her conscience.

“ You must know, replied the minister,
the heart of man is very deceitful, and the
devil is very subtle; he knoweth a great deal
of the Bible, and is acquainted with the
phrases thereof; he bas used the same fre-
quently in old times, and to this very day he
is the prince of darkness, and it is easy for
him to deceive men, and lead them (under
God’s permission) to eternal destruction;
can it not be, think you, that he has deceived
you, in order to make you careless, and to
drag you to heil with an imagination ?

“ The devil, said she, never taught me
anything but wickedness; I was brought up
in the Roman religion ; the sins are my own
sins, but Gad hath over-ruled it so, that I
must come into this prison to be instructed
in the way of salvation, and to have the
Redeemer revesled unto me.

““Harve you, said he, an inclination to call
upon the Lord? She answered, yes; and
being upon her knees before, she began
prayer, and praised God, saying, O God! I
thank thee that thou hast been pleased to
grant such great mercy to me such a great
sinner, and bave revealed to me the Lord
Jesus Christ, who has shed his blood upon
the cross for the forgiveness of my sins, and
has stept in for me at the bar of thy right-
eousness, and hast paid all my debts: but if
I deceive myself, and if my way is not right
in thy sight, let me not go on in blindness,
but give me a right sight of my sins. After
prayer, she said, when I pray the Lord, in
case I deceive myself, to give me a right
sight of my sins, the Lord stops me therein.

‘ Tuesday morning the minister coming
to her, inquired how it had been with her
since last night; did anything particular,
said he, happen to you; did you rest well in
the night? DPretty well, sir, said she; I
slept very well, but not long. How cau it
be, said he, that you can sleep scund? Be-
cause, said she, 1 had an inward peace, and
as I awaked, sweet communion with the
Redeemer, and it was even as if T saw him,
But, said he, the Redeemer revealeth him-
gelf not in that manner, that we can see him
bodily. Oh no, air, said she, I don’t mean
with my bodily eyes, but inwardly, and it
was as if the Rede¢emer said to me, ¢ You in
me, and Lin you.' But, replied the minister,
what must I understand by those words ?
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“ With these words, ‘ You in we, and I in
you,’ said she, the Redecemer meaned, yoy
shall not be lost, Oh, it was as if the Re.
deemer called to me, ¢ Fear not death, and
the punishment you shall suffer, neither the
devil, nor everlasting damnation; I have
delivered you from all.’ Those words, said
she, dropt so sweet in my soul, that through
the same an inward joy arose in my heart;
I was constrained to rise from my bedstead
to praise my Redeemer for it.

“ Tuesday morning being the day of exe.
cution, about nine o’clock, both gentlemen
came to visit her: finding her upon her
knees in prayer, as soon as she arose they
desired to know how it was with her; and
heranswer was, very well ; I am glad my time
is at hand; I have been rendering thanks
unto God, because he hath enlightened me
again. I don’t fear death at all! be not
afraid concerning me; and if you see me
wecp, don’t imagine it is gut of sorrow, but
of joy and gladness, because death shall not
be death to me, but an entry into eternal life,
to be for ever with Jesus, my most precious
Redeemer, who bought me freely with his
godly blood, and has paid for ail my sinst

*“ The minister said to her, Catherina, in
tbree hour’s time you-shall be iu that fathom-
less eternity! Yes, said she, that is true; I
know not yet what great mercy God hath
given me; but then I shall know it perfectly.
I am full of joy -inwardly, because there
comes an eternity to-glorify and praise  God
in, with all the blessed angels, in an ever-
lasting blessedness. I cannot rightly do it
here below, and if I lived ever so long, I
could not perform it as I wish.

“ The other gentleman said, what is the
ground of your confidence upon whi¢h you
believe that 2 Because, said she, I have an
interest in Jesus, the Redeemer of sinners
and of me, who calleth now at present in-
wardly in my soul, ‘Fear not, I bave re-
deemed thee ; thou art mine.’

¢ The gentleman told her, they would let
ber alone a few minutes by herself, but they
should soon return to her again; she de-
clared her desire was to be alone with the
Lord, the few minutes she had to live. Both
the gentlemen went 2gain to the prisonef,
and found her in the same blessed situation
as before ; and after they had been for the
last time with her in prayer, they staid a few
minutes with her; and the minister said,
have you still anything to say to us, hecause
we do not kriow if we shall have any oppor-
tunity to speak with you? She said, she
hoped to havean opportunity taspeak tothem
till the very last moment, concerning the
ground on which she stood, and on which
she hoped to enter cternity. But both the
gentlemen pressed her strongly, if she had
anything to say, to do it presently. She
answered, sirs, I thank you for all the love
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and labour bestowed on me, such an un-
worthy one. The Lord God shall reward
you! The minister said to her, Catherina,
we desire no reward ; our reward will be great,
if we have been the means, in the hands of
God, of plucking you, as a brand out of the
firc of eternal destruction.

“You are, said she, clean of my blood.

‘¢ The gentlemen pressed her again, if she
had anything to say, to do it now before they
departed. I hope, said she, opportunity will
be given to me to speak to you; but if not,
I wish you a good night till eternity comes;
and then I hope to dwell with you both in
everlasting glory to praise our God, and to
speak of Jesus, apd his glorious redemption !
She spoke these words with a great deal of
affection, and with a flood of tears. "Where-
upon the minister answered, if these things
are so, and God hath mercifully given unto
you so great a salvation, we wish youalsoa
good night till eternity cometh; and then
you shall be our crown and rejoicing in the
day of Jesus Christ, when he shall appear.
The other gentleman spake to the same pur-
pose, and so departed from her, greatly
affected.

¢ She was fetched up directly, to hear her
sentence pronounced at the bar ; and both
the gentlemen went into the antechamber to
wait for her. When sentence was pro-
nounced, she was led to the gentlemen by
two officers; sl stood in a blessed and per-
fectly serene frame of mind before them.
The other gentleman spoke first to her,
saying, Do you stand fast in the expectation
that your end will be peace ?  Yes, said she;
now are the moments that I stay here tedious
to mel O now I see Jesus, with arms
stretched out, waiting for me !

¢ The minister replied to her, Catherina,
the sentence of death will be executed on
you this moment, for all your trespasses
against the law of yourcountry: rest therein.
But this moment, you shall stand before a
God who is of spotless holiness, and of ma-
jestic righteousness, before whom nothing
ean stand that is unclean; do you think to
stand before him? Yes, said she, because
that God hath given to me his Son, and he
hath paid righteousness for me at the bar of
his holy justice. The question being put to
her, if she saw no sin in herself? She said,
I believe, sir, X shall sin as long as I stay
here, but Jesus has covered the same.

‘“ Now she was led to the place where, ac-
cording to custom, public prayer was to be
made for her. The other gentleman was in
the antechainber, being so much affected ;
and it is very remarkable, that she told him
the Monday morning before, that she be-
lieved he should not attend her to the eund.
The minister followed her, and when she
tneeled down, public prayer was made for

er.
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“ When she drose from her knees, the
minister desired to know if she had anything
more to say. Yes, said she, I have a desire
to speak a word to the spectators: and it
being permitted her to do if in that place,
she said, O good people, take example from
me! and fly from the sins I committed ;
that you may not come under such punish-
ment ; but my sins are forgiven me, and my
trespasses are blotted out.

“ Now sbe was led to the scaffold, erected
against the back front of the mansion house,
and having communication therewith: the
minister looking behind him, saw the exe-
cutioner lay hold on her, tying her hands
together, which she suffered with the utmost
quietness, Jaying her hands together of her
own accord; and walking on after the mi-
nister, she said, Nowam [ going to my sal-
vation! One of the officers that led her,
reported afterwards that she said to him, you
lead me away, but I am happier than vou.

“ Coming upon the scaffold (there being a
multitude of several thousandsof spectators)
she lifted up her hands, speaking the same
words as she spoke before; O good people,
take example from me, &c. Assoon as she
came to the stake on which she was to be
strangled, she beheld the place with a won-
derful quietness of mind ; then turning herself
towards the judges there present, she made a
gentlecompliment with her body, and stepping
with a surprising freeness of mind upon the
footstool, placed herself against the stake as
one that prepared herself to die.

“ The minister feeling himself mightily
strengthened, said to her, Catherina, 1 take
now heaven and earth to witness, that we
set before you the blessing and the curse,
death and life; what is now your choice?
and she answered, Life. Upon what ground ?
said he; and her answer was, Only upon the
perfect righteousness of Jesus, who hath paid
for all my siuns.

¢ The minister replied, is this then the
only ground upon which you shall enter eter-
nity this moment? and her answer was, Yes,
si. 'Whereupoa the minister, under great
aftection of mind, said to her, Now, then,
Catherina, depart in peace, and the God of
peace be everlastingly the God of your
wonder and tejoicing; and sing before the
throne the song of the Lamb, ‘ Thou hast
redeemedme to God by thy blood!’ Cathe-
rina being now no more able to speak, the
cord being tied, bowed as it were twice,
nodding with her head, as a sign that she un-
derstood what he said, and as with an Amen,
answered.

“ How gloriously shineth then the grace
of God in the person of Anna Catherina
Merks! Most evidently is this truth mani-
fested in her, that God is no respecter of
persons, but that he will have mercy on whom
he will have mercy.”
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The Day of Judgment.
No. II.

AxND now we %ill name a few of the men,
women, &c., seen in the mystery of God.
There is that mystical man, Abraham, —the
second Adam-—the everlasting Father, hus-
band, priest, shepherd, and king of the
church! There is that mystical prophet of
Israel, the one ministry of Jesus, acting as
ambassador, steward, interpreter, and cup-
bearer to the queen, and royal family of
heaven. There is that mystical man—the
man of sin, sitting in the seat of God, as
Lucifer, (i.e. the bright and morning star,)
giving out that he is the Christof God, so
that he is worshipped as God in the holy city
—the city of the great king on the sides of
the north, There is that mystical false pro-
phet, the ministry of the above, transforming
itsel{ into the ministry of Christ, and acting
as cup-bearer to her majesty, whose golden
cup is presented to the kings and great men
of the earth. There is that mystical woman,
daughter of the great King, with the moon
under her feet, her person in the sun, and on
her head a crown of twelve stars: now nou-
rished in the wilderness with the bread of
heaven. This is Zion, the outcast, with her
sons as fugitives in the world. Something
like her is another mystical woman, Hagar
by name, and mother of the bond-children :
properly the handmaid of Zion; but impro-
perly, a rival and traitoress, teaching her
babes to persecute those born after the spirit.
By her side sits Jezebel, the mystic pro-
phetess Idolatry, troubling all churches, and
seducing the servants of God. And these
two last, when agreed, are the maids of honour
assiduously waiting upon that mystical
woman, Babylon, the grand rival and ecap-
toress of Zion and her sons, till Cyrus, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords, shall come
.and build Hepbzibah’s temple, and let go her
captives, not for price nor reward. -These
are the principal persons figuring in the
mystery, besides which are several more of
lesser note, as two prophets, seven shepherds,
ten kings, many angels, warriors, harpers,
virgios, &c.

Also we have beasts and créeping things:
as a mystic red dragon, the crooked and
piercing serpent and leviathan, the king over
all the chiliren of pride; auother beast of
similar shape is the shell or house of the
above, in which he hides his head, just as a
soul is hidden in the body, so that thousands
see him not, though they lay their hand on
his scaly back! Another mystical beast
with two horne, or powers, forcing all but the
saints to worship the above, and sell them-
selves to the devil, by receiving his mark
into their foreheads. Besides these, we have
horses, lions, frogs, locusts, and other creep-
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ing things of fearful ravaging power, seen and
known only by the solewnn teaching of the
Holy Ghost. Aud the principal and grand
scene of action of all these is on mystical
ground, not confined to any earthly locality,
which ground is, and must be trodden under
foot by, the Assyrian, according to Isaiah
xiv, 24—27 ; Micah v. §; which read and
compare with many other passages, and bear
in mind the fact of antichrist's treading doc-
trines and ordinances under foot, as he is now
doing.

The above is only a sample of things seen ;
for the time would fail meto tell of all particu-
lats found in that province, where faith, with
dove-like eyes, is allowed tq soar, and feed on
the solid substance of things hoped for, as
wrapped up in the promises, and hidden in
the ark of God.

But as we have not forgotten the solemn
word at the head of this paper, so we say that
here, and here only in the mystery, are the
true features of the pending judgment seen
and understood. But what are they ?  They
are the concomitants of a struggle mast pro-
found, of a battle such as never was!. We
look back to Calvary, and behind the curtain
we behold a fight betwixt the two strongest
persons in the mystery, at which the earth
quaked, the sun mourned, and creation
groaned! That was a dnel —a personal con-
test between the two heads of two respective
bodies, as pictured forth by the event of Elah,
where you see the head of the giant in the
hand of the victor. And this contest was the
central point of the battle field stained by the
blood of Abel; and the sure earnest of the
grand issue as shall be sealed by the blood
reaching to the horses’ bridles, when the
enemies of Jesus shall be his footstool,. and
the wicked as ashes under the feet of the
righteous! Yes, the conquestof Calvary was
the same—the glorious earnest by which we
know that we are more than conquerors, 60
that we have not the atom of a sigh—or doubt
as to which side victory will declare! Hence
we cast no die of uncertainty—we hazard no
loss! The enemy may be tany, very lively,
very fierce, and very confident; but we are
sure! And therefore we may even now
quietly sit upon our observatory and behold
the battle of Armageddon closed, the great
chain on the neck of the foe, and the two-
edged sword in the heart of the beast!  Such
is in the power of faith.

We said the personal contest was betwixt
the heads of two bodies. It was so ; but the
contest of the judgment day is betwixt the
bodies themselves, which for worldly bulk,
and massy confusion will as much differ from
that, as the scenes of Waterioo would differ
from those of a duel betwixt the two heroes
of that memorable day! And we must take
Christendom from its utmost limit to its
eentre a8 the area of the conflict, and the field
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through which the swift-winged arrows of
heaven shall thickly fly. Earth will hear the
din, and quake! men’s hearts will fail them
for fear ; and the sea and its waves will roar.
The dread commotion will affect mountains
and hills; and nations and churches shall
totter to their base! Kingdoms and peoples
confederate against the Lord and his anoint-
ed shall be gathered together ; and Satan by
his unclean spirits shall stir up all the forces
of his strength to give the last and final
shock. O my soul, the alarm of war already
awakes thy powers! The sound of the
trumpet, and the snorting of the horses by
way of Dan (judgment) bids thee gird on thy
harness, and lift thyself up in thy hrigandine.
Stand—stand ; and having done all, still
stand, for the Assyrian is coming out with
rage, because he knoweth he hath but a short
time,

But tonotice ¢ the beginning of sorrows,”
we translate ourselves back to the days of
Jeremiah, and we see judgments taking a
grand and circular sweep. They begin at
Judah, the house of the Lord, and go round
through Moab, Ammon, Edom, Philistia,
Tyre, Egypt, and Syria, Lil] at last they come
to Sheshach, i.e. Great Babylon! Now, if
it begin at us, as the Apostle says, what
shall be the end of them that obey not the
gospel of God? Let one apostle answer
another ; “ The Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flam-
ing fire, taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel.”
Now the obedience here is not that which
is the sure effect of a new covenant operation,
but that only which men are bound to render
under the influence of first principles by the
aid of natural conscience in that reformation
of life effected by repentance from dead
works ; which is that ground of responsibi-
lity on which we attach blame to one another,
and God to usall, as we infringe on practical
holiness, and abuse the ordinances of the
house of God. And as disobedience to known
and easy statutes was the crime of typic
Israel, and the cause of judgment on the
nation : so now Jehovah does not enter into
judgment with us for those things we cannot
help, but for those only in which we are
wantonly and stubbornly wicked, by depart-
ing from the plain statements and directions
by the gospel made known, Thus the Ar-
minians are wicked on the side of doctrine ;
Anti-Arminians on that of practice, both of
which are in the letter of the word plainly
set forth. And thus we see the truth of
what one has said, ‘1 have for years silently
beheld two things : —First, the great zeal and
good practice there is to be found among
those who are not manifested as being clear
in doctrine or experience : second, the care-
less, reckless, unspiritual and inconsistent
conduct of many who have been very bold
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for the truth, and have insisted on a deep
experience, and full assurance of interest.’
And thus we have the house of God divided
against itself, and how then can it stand ?
We have doctrine divided against practice,
and practice against doctrine; and the few
that stand in the narrow path betwixt, are in
danger of being jammed to death! One
side wantonly and palpably errs on the
ground of doctrine, and whether Wesleyans,
Independants, Baptists, &c., no matter ; the
other, however, sound in doctrine or expe-
rience, on the ground of practice; and this
is disobedience of the same kind as that for
which God will punish the ungodly : so that
the judgment though beginning at different
persons, is the same that will end in the
extermination of them that obey not the
gospel.

This disobedience then on the side of us
who profess to fear and serve God is that
wickedness in Judah, that iniquity in Israel,
that sin in Zion, which must be visited with
stripes, and purged away with a fiery trial ;
fog only by judgment will the sanctuary be
cleansed ; and by fire shall the gold, silver,
and precious stones be purified. After which
the holy seed shall return and be eaten, and
Judah shall dwell safely, according to the
following :—

1 will bring my hand again upon thee,

1 will purify thy dross in the furnace,

And take away all thine alloy;

And I will restore thy judges as at the first,

And thy counsellors as at the beginniag ;

Afterwards thou shall be called

The city of righteousness—the faithful city.

Zion shall be redeemed with judgment,

And her converts with righteousness,— Isaiah.
My next will shew if the judgment is not
already begun. I am the servant of the
Church, and of her Lord.

Brenchley, Nov. 25, 1847. W.C.P.

FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST
The best Antidote for Zion’s Sorrows.

Dear Epitor,—I send you another prayer,
partly suggested to my mind by that sweet
and precious text, which stands at the top as
confirmatory of the truth which the lines are
intended to convey. I trust I know some-
thing experimentally of its meaning, though
I can still see a depth of experience in it, of
which I know but little, and, which it appears
to me that few are concerned to know any-
thing about in the present day. Oh! for
more fellowship with a bleeding, dying,
broken-hearted Christ! Oh! what a cure
would it be for the dearth and barrenness of
our own souls, and for the division and
strife which, like a festering cancer, is
preying upon the health of Zion, and cau-
sing many of her children to go mourning
all the day long! Oh! thou ever living,
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loving, and exalted Lord! ‘when wilt thou
appear and heal the breaches of thy Zion,

smile away her fesolations, and band to- |

gether the hearts of her divided sons? Oh'!
for niore of that love which ¢beareth all
things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things; then shall we
again rejoice in the prosperity of thy children,
and realize the truth of thy promise that is—
¢ Blessed are the peacemakers ; for they shall
be called the children of God.’

We live in troublous times, dearbrother,
and all connected with the ark of God need
much of that wisdom which cometh from on
high, The proud and self-willed are sure to
stumble and fall. I have thought that the
best way to reconcile alot of little wrangling
cbildren is to make a feast for them, that so
they may forget their differences while par-
taking of, and admiring the wonderous love
that could spread such atable for their enter-
tainment. Brother, there is one truth, if we
ook closely at the state of Zion, we cannot
fail to learn. It is this—¢ With what mea-
sure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again.,’ Some of the Lord’s servants should
have learnt the truth of this declaration by
this time, or they are dull scholars, and God
will bore their ears more painfully than they
can imagine, or would desire.
rod, and him who hath appointed it.” God
does not forget our hard speeches, if we do.
Oh! that with David we may set a watch
upon our lips, that we sin not with our
tongue, nor with our pens. It is a solemn
affair to interfere with a sent minister of
Christ. ¢ Touch not mine anointed, and do
my prophets no harm.” We live in a dark
and cloudy day, and a stiil darker night

seems to be gathering upon us; still the |

Lord has his bleating sheep who, amid the
confusion and strife which abounds, with
anxious minds and many fears, are feeling
their way to the kingdom. Try and throw
in a word of encouragement for such, dear
brother, and the Lord will bless your en-
deavour. Secatter the gospel grain freely,
never mind a few evil birds running away
with a little, they will be caught by and
bye. The Lord will weed his own garden.
The angels will gather out the tares; we
need not be chiefly concerned to have them
in bundles to their hands, but to see that
the growing corn is hea!thy.

May your little magazine be instrumental
in the peace and welfare of Zion, and may
you be abundantly blessed in your labour, is
the prayer of Juvents NERFLAB.

Hammersmith, Dec. 4,1847.

The greatest scholars are not always the
best men ; the reason is, because their gifts
are gotten by industry and diligence,—their
gifis may be high when their graces are
low.

¢ Hear the [
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Fellowship with Christ.

SIGHS OF A PILGRIM, OR PORTICAL PRAYRRS
. FOR THE WEAK.

¢ And they shall Jook upon me whom they have
pierced, and they shall moutn for him, as one mourn.
eth for his only son, and shall beiu bitterness for him,
as one that is m bitterness for his first-born, Zcch,
Xii. 10.

Jesus have [ ever wept,

Has my heart thy sorvows felt ?

Has indeed thy love revealed,

Made this selfish heart to melt?

Ilave I ever gazed on thee,
Sorrowing in Gethsemane ?

Gazed, O Lord, I often have,

Cold and lifeless I must own;

But O Lord thy word declares,

All thy saints shall gazeand mourn;
Mouru and weep while viewing thee,
Sorrowing in Gethsemane,

True it is I often weep,

And as oft mistrust iy tears;

So deceitful is my heart,

That, O Lord, I often fear
I have ne'er by faith viewed thee,
Sorrowing in Gethsemane.

Here I would not bedeceived,

Lord, my life is in this plea;

For I know thy saints redeemed,

Each aud all in this agree,

Fellowship they have with thee,
Sorrowing in Gethsemane.

Knowledge, merely, Lord is vain,

All thy chosen peoplesip,

From thy dolerous cup of woe,

That they may esteem the bliss,
Flowing dearest Lord from thee,
Sorrowing in Gethsémane.

>Tis for this, dear Lord, I seek,

Short of this I would not rest ;

This, and this alone can tell,

That my soul in thee is blest;

Chosen, known, and loved of thee,
Sorrowing in Gethsemane.

Many sights men love below,

Grieve, poliute, and pain theeye ;

But there is a sight I know,

Which can raise and purify;

'Tis togaze my Lord on thee.
Sorrowing in Gethsemane.

Lord, ’tis here my soul would dwell, :

Gaze and wonderand adore ;

Lost as in a sea of love,

Without bottom or a shore;

. Weeping, gazing, Lord on thee,
Sorrowing 1n Gethsemane.

This I know alone can break,

Thaw and melt the rocky heart ;

Free me from the reign of sin,

Holy peace and joy impart;

Feeling, Lord, as one with thee,
Sorrowing in Gethsemane.
JUuVENIS NERFLAD.

It is storied of a martyr ; that writing to.
his wife, where she might find him when he
was fled from home; * Oh my dear,’ said he,
¢ if thou desirest to see me, seek me in the side
of Christ, in the cleft of the rock, in thehol-
low of his wounds ; for there Lhave made my
nest, there will I dwell] there shalt thou find
me, and no where else but there/ In cvery
temptation let us look upto a crucified Christ,
who is filted qualified to succour tempted
souls: oh my soul, whenever thouart assault-
ed, let the wounds of Christ be thy. city of, re-
fuge, whither thou mayest fly and Jive.
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AN fMPORTANT LETTER TO

Mr. Sidders coneerning his Views of Hir. Philpot’s Public Acknowledgment.

How great o matter alittle fire kindleth { Who conld
have thought that the little fire-brand which Mr.
Tryon threw outin Zoar pulpit woull) haveburned as
it hath done through the Jength and breadth of the
land? Nothing of Jate has more surprised us
than did the publication of Mr. Philpot’s Acknow-
ledgment in the GosPEL BTANDARD; but, surprised
as we were, thereappeared to us so much in itthat was
calculated to be useful in warning the people of God
against such snares, that we copied the substance of it
into our pages; fully believing that here the matter
would rest! Instead of this, we had letter after letter
from different parts of the country, and from persons
too p ing great attach t to the gospel of Christ,
who seriously questioned the propriety of Mr. Phil-
pot’s acknowlegment. We, at the first, threw them
all asiue; but at last finding many minds were ag1-
tated upon this question, we were induced to give a
portion of Mr. Sidders’ letter, in the hope that some-
thing ive and satisf: y might (in answer)
be drawn forth. And this has been done. We now
give the following valuable letter, written by Mr.
Smith, a member of York street Chapel, Leicester;
and with it we feel determined to let the matter rest,
as far as we areconcerned.

As to the charge brought against us of * giving
countenance to Antinomian principles,” we will only
say—** The Lord forbid,”=We are for TRUTH and
1 gAcCE; butthere is such an uproar and confusion in
the streets of Zion now, that 1t seems impossible to
get through without becoming entangled. Oh. what
wisdom, grace, and firmness is needed in these peril-
ous and distressing times! Our brother Smithsays:—

Mr. EpiTor,—In your last month’s number
of the Vessel, appeared some strictures upon
Mr. Philpot's - Public Acknowledgment,
signed S. Sidders. Believing those strictures
to be entirely repugnant to the genius of the
gospel, I take the liherty of animadverting
upon the same,

Mzr. S. appears to me, throughout the whole
of this piece, to reason upon wrong premises,
and as he takes the liberty of calling Mr.
P.’s confession confused, he must bear with
me, if I add, that in my judgment, his is
worse than confused. He commences by
expressing his sorrow that the pages of the
Vessel were smeared with Mr. P.’s acknow-
lIegment ; and then goes on to reason that if
Mr. P. is really called, and sanctified to the
Lord, he has no occasion to fear that he has
taken any wrong step in the matter under
consideration. He then argues that if we are
the peculiar care of the Lord, and are ever
Watched over for good; we have no reason
to doubt but that we are directed right in all
our engagements and concerns. This is false
reasoning altogether, and reasoning, if fully
carried out, would subvert the whole gospel
of Christ. What ! is there no reason to fear
that we may be left to take a wrong step, act
contrary to the gospel precepts, wound our
own consciences, and dishonour the truth,
and cause of God? Verily, if we know
anything of our own hearts, or of the history
of the Church of God, we shall at once con-
clude that there is mnuch reason to fear these

things. David proved the truth of this by
experience in the matter of Bath-sheba; he
commits adultery with her, and then to gain
her as his wife, he becomes accessory to the
death of her husband. There was a compli-
cation of evils, voluntarily committed by a
saint of God, and weread ‘ the thing displeased
the Lord.” Did not the Lord bring good out
of evil in this case ?  Assuredly he did. But
did that take away the sin of David? No:
or he never would, in the grief of his soul,
have penned the 51st Psalm, and so we might
go on to notice the sin of righteous Lot,
Gen. xix, 33—35 ; of Judah,Gen. XXXviil;
of Peter, and many others. Divines, dis-
tinguished (and I think rightly) the will of
God, into secret and revealed. Thus, it was
God’s revealed will that Pharaoh should let
the Israelites go; that Abraham should sa-
crifice his son, and that Peter should not
deny Christ ; but it was his secret will, as the
events proved, that Pharaoh should not let
Israel go. Exodus iv. 24. That Abraham
should not sacrifice ¥saac. Gen. xxii. 12.
And that Peter should deny his Lord. Now,
I would ask, was the sin of Pharaoh or Peter
lessened on this account? I answer, in the
words of Zanchy, the Reformer, ¢ Because
God’s will of precept may appear to thwart
his will of determination, it does not follow,
either, first, that he mocks his creatures; or,
second, that they are excusable for neglecting
to observe his will of command.’ And the
venerable Bucer, after taking notice how
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, adds, that © aj-
though God has at least the same right over
his creatures, and is at liberty to make them
what he will, according to his sovereign and
secret determination, yet it by no meang
follows that they do not act freely and spon-
taneously, or that the evil they commit is to
be charged on God.” Mr. S., after saying, it
is no thanks to himself, that he did not marry
an unbeliever, adds, ‘The Lord aets
sovereignly, and deals with his children ac
cording to his eternal purpose.” Right ; but
can we make God’s eternal purpose a rule of
our actions ; can we pry into the secret rolls
of heaven, and thereby determine our trans-
aetions?  No, Mr. 8., secret things belong
to the Lord our God. We have his revealed
will, his written word, for our rule and guide,
and whosoever breaks one of these least com-
mands, shall be called least in the kingdom
of heaven.

Whatever good may at any time result from
evil, (and God often brings good out of our
evil actions) we must not do evil that good
may come. Aud if Mr. P, did not break the
precept, I would ask what oceasioned that
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feeling of guilt, and grief which he expresses ?
Mr. 8. intimates that it was prompted by
pride, and the reproaches of the ignorant. %
ask, was it not rather prompted by the Spirit
of God inwardly convincing him that he had
taken a wrong step ? This proves that his
conscience was made tender in the sight of
God ; he was humbled under a sense of sin,
as all the children of God assuredly are after
backs]iding; and thus humbled, he makes a
public confession, which commends itself to
the consciences of God’senlightened children,
and which no spiritual person could read
without deeply sympathising with the author.

Fellow travellers to Zion! we have need to
pray continually ‘hold thou me up and I
shall be safe;” but if God suffers us to fall
intotransgression, to humble us, and to teach
us to know ourselves, shall we rest contented
under these things, and say with S. Sidders,
it was the will of God, or it would not
have taken place? Thus charging our sins
and folly upon the ever blessed God. Truly,
if this is not twisting God’s decrees to the
worst of purposes, I know not what is!
8. Sidders argues that because Mr. P. has
an excellent partuer, that therefore he has
acted right and consistent, adding that the
Lord seeth not as we do naturally, for what
we call evils, the Lord sendeth them for good.
We might as well argue that, because the
Lord brought good out of the evil committed
by Joseph’s brethren in selling him for a
slave, that therefore they were guiltless in
the affair; or that because Christ was de-
livered to be crucified by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, that
therefore the actors in that nefarious tra-
gedy were perfectly guiltless !

Mr. S.introducesseveral passages of scrip-
ture, such as 1 Cor. vii. 14 and 17 verses,
which have no reference at all to the matter
in hand. Paul is there advising the Corinth-
ians to remain together, such of them as
were already married, notwithstanding the
difference the Lord had put between them,
in calling some of them from idolatry to the
worship of the true God. But let us come
to the precept itself, (and if words convey
any meaning, never was a precept set forth
in a clearer manner.) *Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers;’ and the
inference the apostle draws, plainly shews
hie meaning. ‘For what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness, and
what communion hath light with darkness?
And what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel 2 By what sort of reasoning this
precept can be looked upon as analagous to
the yoke spoken of by our Lord, in Matt.
x1. 30,1 am ata lossto find out. If such wild
argument as this passes current, Mr. Editor,
truly we may sit down and prove anything.

8. 8. evidently compares words instead of
things. What, I ask, has Christ’s yoke to
4o with believers and unbelievers being
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yoked together t  Just as much as I have to
do with the king of Prussia. Paul in this
chapter is giving practical instructions to the
Corinthians: very unlike preachers in our
day, he writes in this, and almost all his
epistles, the doctrinal and experimental with
the practical; and he that would separate the
latter from the former in his ministrations,
puts assunder what God has joined together,
Come, come brethren, himan nature is now
what it was in the apostle’s days, and he
found occasion to warn them that were
unruly, (1 Thess. v. 14;) to walk circun-
spectly, not as fools but as wise, (Eph.v. 15;)
but whether or no, this passage has any re-
ference to believer’s marriage (and it has
always been considered so), we have the
point settled by Paul in his first epistle to
the Corinthians vii. 39. He says ¢She is at
liberty to be married to whom she will, only
in the Lord.” This certainly is enough to
teach us that it is unlawful for believers to
marry with any but such as make a credible
profession of Christ as believers in unjon
with him. And what, I ask, tempted the
Lord to bring down his chastisements upon
his beloved 1srael of old, so mucb as their
union and their marriages with the nations,
of whom God had said, * Thou shalt not go
in to them, nor they come in to thee 2’

But setting aside scripture precepts, if it
were lawful for believers tomarry unbelievers,
I ask, would it be expedient—would it be
sound wisdom? I trow not. The marriage
undertaking is a solemn and serious one. It
is a step, which thousands, having taken un-
advisedly, have had to bewail in their after
life, and it becomes all who are about to enter
into that solemn engagement, to think
seriously and soberly, to make it a continual
matter of prayer to Almighty God, for his
guidance and direction ; and, above all, to
examine whether they are acting in accord-
ance with the revealed will of God in so im-
portant an affair.

Perhaps some one will say, I have made it
a subject of prayer to the Lord, I haveasked
his direction, and I cannot but see that I am
right in marrying such an one who is an un-
heliever, Ah! perhaps you have done this,
buthas your eye been single in the affair ? you
have implored the Lord to direct you, but have
you been willing to be directed by him, if ke
should thwart your choice, and baffle your
determinations ? This is the point. Have you
asked the Lord in sincerity, willing, if it was
his will, to give up the object of your earthly
affections 2 If you have not, you have only
gone to the Lord with a compliment like 2
churlish boy to his father. ¢ May I have this
tather, I wantit?* ¢ No, boy,’ is the answer,
¢ it will be for your hurt.’ ¢But 1 will have
it, it is so suitable to me,’ says the ohild.
“ Well then, says the father, * if you are de-
termined, take it, and suffer the conse-

quences.” And what are the consequences t



THE EARTHEN VFSSEL,

Why, suffering to be sure; and if I know
anything of divine teaching, the Lord often
lets us have our will, even in what is sinful,
and hurtful, and when our perverse wills are
choked, (as it were,) then cones on the
punishment, for this is sure to follow. Some-
times the eagerly-sought blessing itself
becomes a curse, as was the case with
Rachael. DBut, my dear friends, we cannot
lay the blame of this upon God ; as weli
might the boy who had his will, and suffered
for it, blame his father for letting him. We
must say with Job, * I will take my complaint
upon myself,” and as Mr. P, says in his con-
fession, * We cannot sin without suffering,
for though it be delayed for a time, it will
surely come. But it is a mercy to know that
though we are chastised for our folly, we are
not given over unto death.’

I would then say in conclusion,~To God’s
unmarried children, even if there were no
precept in the word of God relative to this
undertaking, it would be folly in the extreme
to couple with unbelievers. When two
persons are married, they becorue one flesh;
the union is close and binding. But what
union is there without communion? and
what communion, I ask, can there be with-
out a oneness of spirit, without each are
taught of God 2 'We will imagine a believer
and an unbeliever are joined together ; the
husband is a believer, he has the love of God
in his heart, he loves to keep company with
those who can say, ‘ Come and hear, all ye
that fear God, and I will declare what he
hath done for my soul.” Can his wife relish
such company—is she happy in theirsociety ?
No. In fact, his aim, his desires, his prin-
ciples, his prospects, are essentially different
from those of his wife; he may love her,
and they may live happy together, as the case
in re-consideration proves, but where there is
one case that turas out favourable, there are
many others that are a constant source of
regret? It will not do to say afterwards, it
was the will of God, or it would not have
taken place, for all the cvil that is committed
in the world, is in some sense in accordance
with God’s will, or it could not have been
permitted. Still, God's permission does
nut excuse the perpetration, and I am heartily
glad to see Mr. P. recognise this principle;
a principle self- evident to every right think-
ing mind : take away this principle, and you
take away the moral responsibility of man,
and thereby unhinge the whole state of moral
affairs. I come then to this simple conclu-
sion in the words of the learned reformer,
Zanchy, ¢ 3ecret things belong to God, but
those that are revealed belong to us; there-
fore, when we meet with a plain precept, we
should simply endeavour to obey it without
tarrying to enquire into God’s hidden pur-
Pposes. T. SMitH.

Leicester, Dec. 4, 1847.
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The late Caroline Morgan.

——

My Dear Sister in the Faith—The following
is the substance of what I said at the grave,
when we laid the cold remains of Caruline
Morgan in the dust, I have two objects in
view in recording these things. First, you
may now and then call to remembrance some
of the happy moments which you have spent
with your sister who is now in glory; aad,
secondly, that ¢the weaklings in faith,’ may
hereby learn that it is indeed true, that our
Lord does neither break the bruised reed,
nor quench the smoking flax. The words I
read were these—" I know that thou wilt bring
me to death, and to the house appointed for all
living.” (Job.xxx.23.) 1simply said, there
are some things connected with death that
are very certain ; and there are some things
uncertain. First,—it is very certain that
death is the consequence of sin. ¢ Sin en-
tered into the world, and death by sin.
There is a three-fold degree of sin, ori-
ginal, natural, and practical; so is there a
three-fold degree ot death, spiritual, natural,
and eternal. It is also certain that unto
this solemn point we must all come. There
is no escaping death; there is no other pas-
sage out of time into eternity. You will say
the Bible records two ways of departure out
of this world, where death has not absolutely
come upon the body—First, in the case
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram ; there the
Lord made * a new thing.’ The earth opened
her mouth, swallowed them up; and they
‘ went down quick into the pit. (Numbers
xvi. 30.) Body and soul went down into
hell together. This is an awful passage in-
deed.  So you will say that Enocu
and Erwan did not see death. That is
true: but, as all new-covemant blessings
were shadowed forth in the Old Testa-
ment, so I believe the extraordinary and mys-
terious departure of Enoch and Elijah were
typical of two things belonging especially
unto the church of Christ. Of Enoch it 1s
said—* he walked with God, and he was not,
for God took him.” This preacheth unto us
the secret and mysterious passage of the
ransomed soul from time into eternity.
Death to the believer, is God's gathering
home the ransomed spirit to himself; but as
it is a mystery to us how Enoch was taken;
so is the soul's departure out of its mortal
tabernacle.  Etijah's was a visible and
glorious ascent into the higbest heavens.
After the Holy Ghost hath declared that
there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses
of fire; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind
into heaven ;* then he adds—* AND ELisHa
saw 11.”  This glorious and manifest ascent
of Elijah sheweth us, how, at the last, God
will take up the church in one perfect body,
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gloriously conformed unto the image of Him
who is over all, God blessed for evermore.
I must not enlarge. Think on these things.

Secondly, —Connected with death, there
are some things very wuncertain. First, it is
uncertain, when, where, or under what cir-
cumstances you or I shall die. Hereisa
young woman taken out ofthe world by death,
at an early age, while thousands live and grow
old and hardened in sin. In many cases, it
is very wucertain where the soul goes to, after
it has left the body. I have talked to some
on their death-bed who could give no satis-
factory evidence of union to Christ, and yet
we dare not say that theyhad no living faith in
Jesus. But as regards our sister Morgan, I
feel no uncertainty about her eternal safety ;
although in so solemn a matter I would not
speak rashly. 1In the first place, Caroline
Morgan, was, for a long time before her
death, a very silent but sincere waiter upon
God, and a very constant and anxious hearer
of the Gospel. Her heart was really con-
cerned to know her own interestin Christ;
although it was but seldom she seemed to
have any hope. The Lord says, blessed is
the man that heareth ME, watching daily at
my gates, Waiting at the posts of my doors;
now this certainly was the case with our de-
parted sister, therefore do I feel persuaded
she is not cast away. Again, there was, as
she approached the swellings of Jordan, a
calin resignation, yea, a desire to depart;
and a solid reliance on the person and work
of Christ ajone. She was not favoured with
bright manifestations of the Lord’spresence;
she cried earnestly for these; but as they
were denied, she said to me, nearly the last
words I heard her speak—‘I WILL HANG
UPON HIM To THE LAST.” This was said
with such vehement sineerity and firmness,
that I said, ‘Then you can never perish.’
From that moment I felt persuaded all was
right between a holy God and her soul. The
day before her death took place, her father
requested her, if, in the article of death, she
saw the Lord, togive them asignto thateffect.
The father and mother had gone to sleep.
An aunt was watching over her; when all at
once poor Caroline lifted up her almost life-
less arm and waved it round and round. The
aunt not understanding what it meant, ran to
call the parents: but just as her father
reached her bedside, she breathed her last.
Poor soul! her afflictions were great beyond
description ; but her warfare is ended ; her
spirit is before the throne. Thanks be to
God who giveth us the victory, through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Esther—It will not be long before we
follow into the same kingdom. The Lord
bless you, prays your comnpanion in tribu-
lation.

C. W. Banks.
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THE PROPOSED BETTLEMEBNT OF
Hr. Johm Bunyan M’Cure, at Hadlow,

IN KENT.

IN order to set a fair EXAMPLE before
the churches; and also to make an
APPEAL to all wealthy Christians, we
give insertion to the following letter.
As an example, we say, let churches and
ministers try one another as the church
at Hadlow and John Bunyan M‘Cure
have been enabled to do. In the settle-
mentofyoung men as pastors, the greatest
care, watchfulness, and caution should be
exercised. In the case before us, this
has been done on both sides, and we
seriously believe that the good hand of
God is now directing the steps of our
brother to a settlement among the people
wherehis labours have been soabundantly
owned of God. We trust the appeal
that is here made, will fall into the hearts
of some, who have it in their power to
help a widowed and afflicted church,
that it may again be favoured with the
oversight and stated ministrations of a
laborious workman in the gospel field.
One of the deacons in addressing us,
says :—

¢ Dear Brother in the bonds of everlasting
love, grace be unto you and peace be mul-
tiplied.

* Inlooking on the wrapper of the Earthen
Pessel, we see you express a hope that the
Lord will be pleased shortly to settle our
brother John Bunyan M‘Cure over the
church at Hadlow, This, dear brother, is
what we have long desired (if God will).
But why do we desire it? Because the Lord
has blessed his testimony to our souls. We
can but view the hand of God in his coming
among us. When our late beloved pastor
was laid aside from preaching, a friend who
was intimately acquainted with our brother
M‘Cure, spoke highly of him as 2 fauhfgl
minister, and one who was consistent in his
life and conversation, and wished us to have
him to preach to us one Lord’s day, kindly
engaging to bear all charges; this we thank-
fully accepted. When he came, the Lo_rd
was pleased to hless the word in an especial
mauner to the reviving and establishing our
souls, so that we could say, the word came
to us, notin word only, hut in power, in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, AS
we were obliged to have supplies, we wished
him to come again. Our f{riend, by our
desire, engaged him for two Lord's days in
the month, which is now about fifteen months
ago, and we can truly say the Lord has often
been with us, and has blessed the word to
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our souls. Our congregation has greatly in-
creased, and the Lord has owned out brother’s
ministry by giving him souls for his hire,
and scals to his ministry, as many of us can
testify, so that our love to our brother in-
crenses more and more, not for anything in
him, but we esteem him highly in love for the
truth’s sake, Some good-meaning people have
given us some gentle hints not to think too
highly of him as he is a young man, lest we
should make him proud. Some of us have
been in the way long enough to know, that
whether young or old, nothing short of grace
can keep a minister or a private christian
humble at the feet of Jesus, to learn of him
who is meek and lowly in heart. Our late
beloved pastor used to express his gratitude
to the Lord for the sending such a minister
to us. As a church, we are unanimous in
wisbing our brother to be settled over us;
for which we desire to bless our covenant
God, and which we esteem no small mercy
in this day of awful departure from the
truth, when we hear of such sad divisions
in many churches. Not unto us, not unto
us, but unto our covenant God, we desire to
give all the praise.

Then you may say, why not have him, as
there is an increasing love between you?
The reason is, we are a poor church, and
have it not in our power to keep our dear
brother and his family, without his doing
something to help bring in a living ; neither
does our brother wish to be wholly dependant
on us, but wishes to labour with his hands so
that he may not be burdensome to us. Nay,
he is determined never to be a burden to any
people. Though our congregation has in-
creased, they are among the poor ; sometimes
our old Adam nature wishes that some of the
rich were sent among us, but the new natare
sees it is all right, and sometimes we are
enabled to bless the Lord because it keeps
us more dependant on him, and we are not
so much exposed to that domineering spirit
which is too often manifested in those that
are rich in this world. How then can it be
accomplished for our brother to come and
settleamong us > We know not, unless some-
thing can be raised to enable him to set up
in a small way in his business: he has not
the means, and we are poor, but willing to do
all we can to enable him. Should some of
our sister cburches, which have members
that have it in their power, and feel disposed
to subscribe something to so desirable an
object, we should feel deeply indebted to
them. May the Lord in merey stir them up,
remembering he has said, ¢ inasmuch as ye
did it unto oneof these, my little ones, ye did
it unto me,” Your unworthy brother in co-
Venant bonds. GEORGE CRITTLE.

P.S. - By desire of the fricnds I write thia
to you; I should much rather some one else
liad done it, for I feel my own inability.
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The Communion of Saints;
OR THE LOOP AND TACHET BECOMING ONE,

“ And he made fifty taches of gold, and coupled

the curtains one unto another with the taches; s0 it
became one tabernacle.” Exodus xxxvi. 13,
SoME years ago an English gentleman, by a
particular providence, had occasion to be in
North America ; where among other adven-
tures, the following circumstance occurred
to him, which is thus related in his own
words :—

“ In one of my excursions while I was in
the province of New York, I was walking
by myself over a considerable plantation,
amused with its husbandry, and comparing
it with that of my own country; till I came
within a little distance of a middle aged
negro, who was tilling the ground. I feita
strong inclination (unusual with me,) to
converse with him. After asking him some
little questions about his work, which he
answered very sensibly ; I wished him to tell
me, whether his state of slavery was not
disagreable to him, and whether he would
not gladly exchange it for his liberty?
¢ Massah,” said he, looking seriously upon
me, ‘I have wife and children, my Massah
takes care of them, and I have mo care to
provide anything; I have a good Massah,
who teaches me to read; and I read good
book, that makes me happy.” I am glad
replied I, to hear you say so; and pray
what is the good book you read? ‘The
Bible, Massah, God’s own good book.” Do
you understand, friend, as well as read this
book ? for many can read the words well,
who cannot get old of the true and good
sense. ‘O Massah,” says he, ‘I read the
book much before I understand, but at last
I felt pain in my heart; I found things in
that book which cut me to pieces.’ Aye,
said I, and what things where they ? ¢ Why,
Massah, I found I had bad heart; Massah,
a very bad heart indeed; I felt pain that
God would destroy me, because I was so
wicked, and done nothing as I should do ;
God was holy, and I was vile and naughty ;
so I could have nothing from him but fire
and brimstone in hell.’ In short, he entered
into a full account of his convictions of sin;
which, indeed, were as deep and piercing as
almost any I had ever heard of; and what
scriptures came to his mind, which he had
read, that both probed him to the hottom of
his sinful heart, and were made the means of
light and comfort to his soul. I then en-
quired of him what minister or means he
made use of, and found that his master was a
Quaker, a plain sort of man, who had taught
his slaves to read, but who had not, however,
even conversed with this negro upon the
state of his soul. I asked him likewise how
he got comfort under all his trials? ‘O
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Massah,’ says he, ‘it was Christ gave me
comfort by his dear wounds. He bade me
come unto him, and he would give me rest,
for I was weary and heavy laden’ And
here he went through a line of the most
precious texts in the Bible, shewing me, by
a most artless comment upon them as he
went along, what great things God had done
(in the course of some years) for his soul.
Being rather more acquainted with the doc-
trinal truths, and the analogy of the Bible,
than he had been, or in his sitaation could
easily be, I had a mind to try how far a
simple, untutored experience, graciously
given without the usual means, could carry a
man from some speculative errors. I there-
fore asked him several questions about the
merit of works, the justification of a sinner,
the power of grace, and the like. I ownl
was much astonished at, as I admired, the
sweet spirit and simplicity of his answers,
with the heavenly wisdom which the Lord
had put into the mind of this negro. His
discourses (flowing mercly from the riches of
divinegrace, with a tenderness and expression
farbeyond the reach of art,) perfectly charmed
me. On the other hand, my entering into
all his feelings, together with an account to
him which he had never heard before, that
thus and thus in mercy the Lord dealt with
all his children, and had dealt with me, drew
streams of joyful tears down his black face,
and we looked upon each other, and talked
with each other, with that inexpressible glow
of christian affection, that made me wmore
than ever believe, what I have often too
thoughtlessly professed to believe, the commu-
nion of saints. 1 shall never forget how that
poor excellent creature seemed to hang upon
my lips, and to eat my very words, when I
enlarged upon the love of Christ to poor
sinners ; the free bounty and tender mercy
of God ; the frequent and delightful sense he
gives of his presence; the faith he hestows in
his promises; the victory this faith is enabled
to get over trials and temptations; the joy
and peace in believing ; the hope in life and
death, and the gloriousexpectation of immor-
tality. To have taken off his eager, delight-
ed, animated, air and manner, would have
been a master-piece for a Reynolds. He had
never heard such discourse, he seemed like a
man who had been thrown into a new world,
and at length he had found company.
Though my conversation lasted at least two
or three hours, I scarce ever enjoyed the
happy swiftness of time so sweetly in all my
life. We knew not how to part. He would ac-
company me as far as he might; and I felton
my side such a delightin the artless savour, the
solid, unaffected experience of this dearsoul,
that I could have been glad to have seen him
often then, or to see his like at any time now.
I therefore took an affectionate adieu, with
an ardour equal to the warmest and most
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ancient friendship, telling him, that neither
the colour of his body, nor the condition of
his present life, could prevent him being my
dear brother in our dear Saviour, and though
we must part now, never to see each other
again any more in thisworld, I had no doubt
of our having another joyful meeting in our
Father’s howme, where we ghall live together,
and love one another throughout a long and
happy eternity. ¢ Amen, amen, my dear
Massa; God bless you, and poor me too, for
ever and ever.

Ministerial Encouragement.

Lines addressed to Mr, J. Gwinnell, Pastor of Lon-
don-street Chapel, Greenwich, by a member of his
church, when his mind was exceedingly depressed
under a deep sense of the importance of preaching
the word of life.

To you, dear sir, this grace is given,
To shew to man the way to hcaven ;
‘To preach a Saviour crucified,

And point to him who bled and died.

To cry aloud—behold the Lamb !

Who was for guilty sinuers slain ;

To make them kings and prieststo God,
And wash them in his precious blood.

Exalt your Lord, aod lift him high,
And sinners in the dust shall lie;
Proclaim to man, ¢ frce grace abound !’
And may they hasten to the sound.

Then give not up : but still go on;
Proclaim salvation through the Son ;
Salvalion free to guilty man,

Oh ! how amazing is the plan.

Fear not the trials of the way;

Strength shall be equal to your day ;
Though trials may your steps surround ;
*Tis the right way to Canaan’s ground.

Hath not your kind Redeemer said,
¢ Onme, let all your cares be Jaid !
“ For lo! I'm with you to theend ;
“ Your ever kind and constant friend.”

Then why afraid and sink so low ?
Your God will equal strength bestow ;
And grace sufficient to your day ;

To guide you in your doubtful way.

Be faithful, till your Lord shall come,
To take you to your heavenly home ;

Saying *¢ Come ye blessed of the Lord,
“ Come and receive your full reward.”

Oh ! may I meet with you above,

To bless and praise redeeming love ;
With countless myriads round the throne,
Join in the everlasting song,

Then at his feet we there will fall,
Tho” the unworthiest nf them all ;
And through eternity will praise,
The wonders of redeeming grace.

It would be foolishness to apply a remedy
where there is no disease. Christ came ‘not
tocall the righteous hutsinners to repentance.’
He says, ¢ The whole need not a physician,
but they that are sick.” The physician does
not come to tell the sick man to rematn in
his sicknese.
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The Place where Two Scas Meet.

My dear Friend,—The Lord teaches you
with the rest of his blood-purchased people,
that ‘he that trusteth in his own heart is a
fool’ Your experience, under the divine
teachings of the Holy Ghost shows that
nothing but a full, free, finished, and ever-
lasting salvation will suityou. You feel that
you are a great sinner, and that none but one
mighty to save, can save you; this, divine
sovereign grace has made you to feel ; the Lord
is continually showing his people that here
they ¢ have no continuing city,” no rest, no
quietude, peace or safety, but in Christ Jesus,
the rock of ages. Without Christ, the soul of
a believer is like a vessel upon the boisterous
deep, when all is dangerous and stormy ; yea,
the believer is often brought into a place
where twoseas meet ; he hasoften to experience
a sea of external trouble, temptations, and
afflictions; but this is not the greatest; it is
the sea of internal conflicts, afflictions and
sin, which is the most stormy, tempestuous,
and dangerous. But what an unspeakable
mercy that sometimes, when wave after wave
of trouble rolls in, that the great, the red, the
flowing and cleansing sea of Immanuel's
blood drives all away ; then all is peaceable,
joyous, and safe : the trials you are now pass-
ing through often find you an errand to the
throne; and, mark, it is a throne of grace, high
and lifted up, that no Pharisee or mere form-
alist can approach unto : but it is solow that
the poor, the needy, the tried, have often found
that it is indeed a mercy seat—a throne es-
tablished (through grace) to show mercy and
favour to the suppliants ; and I feel assured
that you can (by experience) give your une-
quivocal or unqualified testimony to the fact
that it is indeed a mercy seat. Trials are
needful for us, though they are not pleasant
to us ; they are appointed by him who is too
wise to err, and too mindful of his people to
be unkind. Your journey may oftentimes be
rough, dark, and trying, and it is really requi-
site it should be, or you would have no use
for the promise, * Thy shoes shall be iron and
brass.' Surely those shoes were never in-
tended for a smooth, easy, and comfortable
path! Butagain, whatan unspeakable mercy
that Jehovah can and does make the rough
places (in our experience) plain. He levels
down the hills; he removes the mountains ;
he regulates the fire ; he rebukes the winds,
and to the storm he says ¢ Bestill’ and thereis
stillness, safeness, and smoothness. These
are some of the things that T have learnt, (if
I am not deceived) in the path in which I
have been called to travel. May the Lord
help us to see, while all is rough, teasing, and
perplexing in and about us, that in Christ all
is peaceable, safety, and perfect freedom !

No condemnation to them thatare in Christ
Jesus, they are perfect in him, comely through
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the comeliness placed upon them ; the Lord
says to such ‘ Behold thou art fair, my love,
there is no spot in thee.’ What endearing
words—* my love, my undefiled ;' she is but
one, the only one of her mother, Jesus saith
to such, ‘ Because I live, ye shall live also.”
United to him, they shall live for ever—¢ be-
holding his glory.’ Seeing him as he js;
being like him ; singing ‘uuto him that hath
loved them, and washed them in his own
blood.” But am I interested in these solemn
realities ? have I tasted that the Lord is
gracious? have I felt my sinnership? Some-
times I fear, as the cloud overcasts; at ano-
ther time the sun shines, truth is precious,
the promises are suitable, the name of Christ
is as ointment poured forth, and the desire of
the soul is, ¢ Let him kiss me with the kisses
of his mouth.’  Yours to serve in the gospel
of Jesus. J. E. BLoMFIELD.
Townsend Place, Cheltenham,

AN ACROSTIC

Presented to W. Bidder, after supplying the
Pulpit at Mount Zion Chapel, Devonport,
in 1827.

W e now must part ; and may the Lord
I mpart ablessing on his word

L ett with us here by you;

L ong may it prove a source of joy,

I n each our hearts, when foes annoy,

A nd doubts and fears our peace destroy,
M ay it our faith renew.

B e God’s electing love to man,

I n saving him, O wondrous plan,
D esign’d before he fell !

D eclar'd by you where’er you go;
E zalt our Christ, and we will too
R ejoice, and add farewell!

Additions to the Churches.

London Street Chapel, Greenwich.—On
Lord’s day, October 3rd, the ordinance of
believer’s baptism was administered to eight
believers, after a very suitable address by
brother Oliver, of London, from ¢ What mean
ye by this ordinance?* when Mr. J. Gwinnell
led the candidates down into the water.
They sung with a sweet feeling,

Hallelujah! praise ye the Lord !

two of the candidates had been with the
Wesleyans for years, and another was an old
member of the Independants, and two were
daughters of our sen. deacon, Mr. W. Fisher.
In the evening they were received into our
church, with four more from other churches,
when our dear pastor, Mr. Gwinnell, related
their experience before all the congregation,
and we have a number more saying, we will
go with you for we perceive God is with you.
Our chapel is well-filled every Lord’s day.
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This s the Truth.

Two questions have of late been dividing
and distressing the church of God in
Christendom : the first is, whether one
brother in the ministry is divinely au-
thorised to hold up, preach against, and
publish another brother’s faults and in-
firmities ? The second 1s, whether doubts
and fears in poor believer’s hearts are to
be acknowledged or denounced 2 We
shall not attempt to decide upon these
weighty matters; but we shall let others
—through the Earthen Vessel—speak
on both these points. With refer-
ence to the former question, a very sober,
and truly spiritual brother in the ministry
writes as follows :—

“ Alas! in some quarters of late the envy
of Ephraim, and the vexation of Judah have
broken out with a most bitter and humi-
liating rancour, which must make work for
deep repentance at some time or other.
Had some parties been in a furnace as in-
tensely heated as that into which the polluted
worm now addressing you has recently and
aforetime been put, they would have other
work to do than discerning ¢ motes and
beams’ in their brother's eyes, and their
doubts and fears would, perhaps, have had
an infinitely greater concentration on the
reality of their own christianity than on that
of others ; while their apprehension that they
were the chief of sinners would have pre-
vented them from throwing a single stone at
others. This will be their spirit yet, if they
are whatI hope respecting tnem.”

BUT, IS THIS TRUTH?

Upon the second question, we give an
extract from a sermon preached at Eden-
street chapel, Hampstead-road, by Mr.
Mackenzie, and which is reported in the
last number of the Zoar Pulpit. The
preachersaid (speaking of some minsters):

« They seem to have a deep antipathy to
the tried, afflicted people of God; a deter-
mined enmity and hatred to everything like
the painful, deep heart-harrowing exercises
of the people of God ; they cut and stab at
doubts and fears, gloom and despondency, as
if it were some capital crime, and as if the
people of God took pleasure in them. This
is also a mistake and error. I will tell you
where the string of it lies: it is doctrinal
free-will 1here are two kinds of free-will :
first, thorough arminian free-will, which
totally denies the doctrines of grace; and
secondly, doctrinal free-will, which holds the
doctrines of grace, but carries free-will into
experience. Neither of these will God own
or bless; nor will they profit the tried and
exercised of the Lord’s family. Such per-
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sons will tell you, * God’s saints make a
hobby of doubts and fears:’ but I deny it,
and say it is a libel on God’s saints. I do
not know one in London, or in England, who
does s0. Itisan insult to the church of God,
Can a wan make a hobby of his wants, his
distresses, or his afflictions, when they come?
Surely not. And I do not envy the man
who can hear it comfortably, or the man who
can preach it. Doubts and fears are the in-
firmities and weaknesses of God’s saints ; the
same as abscesses, wounds and fevers are the
infirmities and diseases of our mortal bodies.
But when a man is wounded, diseased, or
aflicted, are we to stab, to cut, and to whip
him, because of these infirmities ? Are we
to tell himn to heal his wounds, and that he is
dishonouring God by having them? He
knows he has wounds; he feelshis distresses,
afflictions, and sorrows; his heart cries,
groans, and sighs over them. But are we
therefore to say ‘he makes a hobby of them ?*
I say, no: [ never met with such christian
men ; if there be, they are unknown to me.
I have been from end to end, and from side
to side of this land among the churches, and
[ have never met with any but those who have
felt doubts and fears to be a source of pain
and grief to them.

“ But can you rid the Lord’s family of
doubts and fears by troubling and grieving
them? Is a man saved fiom drowning by
pushing him into the water ? Can you whip
God’s people out of their distresses, or seold
them out of their fears > What says God ?
¢ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith
your God : speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem,:
and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomp-
lished, that her iniquity is pardoned ; for she
hath received of the Lord's hand double for
all her sins.” (Isa. x1. 1, 2.) So then, though
subject to doubts, fears, and soul exercises ;
though thus dark, blind, and obscure, at
times; tell them, that it is the leper, the halt,
the lame, and the blind, that God saves.
What indeed has made Job’s trials so sweet
to the church of God? Is it not being
plunged into the same fire, and passing
through a measure of the same trials ? This
is the way to raise up hope, and put down
unbelief; this is the way to comfort and bless
their souls,—by preaching the truth to them;
by plentifully declaring the thing as it is,—
and not by trying to flog them out of their
doubts and fears with legal whips, as some
attempt to do. We are, therefore to ‘try
the spirits;” and examine every man’s doc-
trine and preaching to see that it be in accord-
ance with the Lord's testimony, and the
teaching of his Spirit in our souls.”

Wefully agree with all that Mr., Mackenzie says
with reference to the trials of God's saints; but where
the ministers are who cut, stab, and whip the peaple
of God on account of them, we are at a lois to
conceive.~ED.



TTIE EARLY DAYS-—CONVERSION—CALLTO THE MINISTRY—GENERAL CHARACTER—
DEATH AND BURIAL OF
THE LATE HR. GEORGE FRANCIS,
Of Snows Fields Mecting, Southwark.

WE commence our notice of the death of
this dear and aged servant of Jesus
Christ, by reiterating the words of THOMAS
STRINGER, who spoke over his grave.
“The question generally asked, (said
Thomas) is How did ke die?” *‘1will
tell you—he died in faith—he died;in
peace—he died in Jesus.” Glorious death
this; come when, and under what cir-
cumstances it may. Of George Francis,
it is not only true that he died in faith,
he also Lived in faith ; he not only died,
but he Zved in peace; he not only died,
but he also lived in Jesus; and, like a
shock of corn fully ripe, he has at length
been gathered to his fathers: and has
entered into that rest which is secured
unto all the people of God.

‘We see no occasion for grief or sorrow
in the removal of this dear saint from the
church below to the church above. His
ministerial labours have for some time
pest been finished: and having been
iiterally worn out in the great work ro
which he was called, the Lord laid him
gently and carefiilly aside until the num-
ber of his days were accomplished, and
then, dropping his earthly tabernacle,
and drawing aside the vail, he took his
ransomed spirit into the mansions of im-
mortal glory, where millions of the re-
deemed together meet, and together sing
the honours of their heavenly king.

Free grace he preached; free grace is now
his song,
He’s shouting victory with the blood-bought
throng,
At Jesus’ feet they fall.
May we, like him, be ready to appear,
He saw in Christ, his title good and clear
To joys that never end;
Then we shall shout the glories of the Lamb,
And wonder at redemption’s glorious plan
As woll as our dear friend.

But our design is, to place upon re-
cord, all that is calculated to be of use
and interest to the church of Christ: we
proceed, therefore, tolay before our read-
ers the following sketch which has been
prepared for us by our esteemed friend
and brother, Henry Watmuff.

The earthly career of George Francis, the
ong respected minister of Snows Fields
Chapel, has at last terminated, whose death

I heard announced by Mr. Jones, at the an-
niversary of Surrey Tabernacle; he died on
the morning of January, 5, 1848. He wasone
of the three at my settlement, said Mr. Jones,
35 yearsago. In taking a brief survey of the
life and ministry of this servant of Christ, I
cannot do better than let his own works and
words speak for him: ‘he being dead, yet
speaketh.’ Mr. Francis was a plain, upright,
meek, and humble minded man of truth; a
sincere lover and follower of Christ, his peo-
ple, and his ways,—and a faithful preacher of
the everlasting gospel, as wasalso his brother,
James Francis, who died three yearsand a
half before him. The two brothers, James
and George Francis were much alike. James
lived to his 79th year, George to be 80. The
trials of George were but as to the ankles,
compared with James, which were of a very
overwhelming kind till nearly his 70th year.
But his latter days were his best. It was my
privilege to be more acquainted with James ;
I was with him within a few days of his de-
parture; he left behind him an honourable
testimony of his having served the Lord be-
fore he fell asleep.

At the early age of ten years, Mr. Francis
says, ‘ The Sun of righteousness began to
shine into my soul: I know of no particular
portion of Scripture or sermon fromwhich this
took its rise, but this I know, that at this time
I began to feel a great concern about my soul,
and whether there was any ground for me to
look for happiness after death. He then
goes on to state —after failing in his resolves
to seek the salvation of his soul, on the prin-
ciple he was seeking it, says, ‘I got worse
and worse, and now to think of setting out
again would be vain : I therefore made a re-
solution that I would never pray any more;
this was one night while I lay on my bed, but
thanks be to God, I was no more able to
keep this bad resolution, than I had been the
former good ones. I wassvon drawu to seek
him again.” In a very obscure state he con-
tinued until he was permitted to hear Mr.
Romaine ; ‘I heard,’ says he, *as I never
heard before; I found it to be the word of
God, from the power which attended it: I
remember hearing him once in particular, his
text I do not remember, neither do I think I
could repeat ten words of it in its proper
order; but this I can well rememher, that
his subject was how a sinner could be justi-
fied in the sight of God, which he shewed
clearly to be by faith, without any of our
works or deservings, and which he made ap-
pear clearer than I had ever heard done in

my life before, or at least had never so well
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understood it. He repeated these words over
and over again ; ‘ that a sinner brought to
feel his lost, helpless, miserable state, and
casting himself at the feet of Christ, Christ
was the Saviour of every such soul.” And]l
think if ever I paid attention to anything, it
was to this, which I thought the best news
that I had ever heard.” He then proceeds to
describe the joyful reflections these state-
ments gave rise unto in his soul, accom-
panied by a painful yet gracious sickness
which at this time he laboured under. When
at about seventeen years of age, the prison
doors of his soul were thrown open under
the ministry of the honoured Romaine, I
must make another extract from these early
days, and then close. *Soon after this, the
Lord was pleased to revive, and at length to
restore me ; and I was now inclined to think
the battle was won, and the conflict over;
that I had nothing to do but to ride smoothly
on till I got to heaven; but, alas! I knew
but very little as yet of what was very neces-
sary for me to know. of the evil of my own
heart : the corruption, unbelief, and filth,
that lay at the bottom of that dirty puddle,
which only wants stirring up, to be felt as
well as seen; and also of that host of ene-
mies which I then had, and even to the pre-
sent moment have to grapple with,—enemies
wbo are daily trying to stop me in my hea-
venly course. My experience down to the
present day, is a composition of light and
darkness, joy and sorrow, life and death ; thus
I am brought to prove the truth of Paul’s
account of himself: ¢ To will is present with
me, but how to perform that which is good I
find not.’ I would love him above all things,
but ob, how frequently do I find that the least
thing that presents itself, stealsaway my heart
from my best friend. I would speak of what
he has done for my soul, with a view to his
glory, but alas! when I attempt it (and that
sincerely too), before I am aware, I am drawn
off from him, that my soul is concerned to
exalt; Christis forgot and self creeps in, and
thus I learn the truth of Newton’s words :—
When 1 would speak what thou hast done,
To save me from my sin;

I cannot make thy mercy known,
But self-applause creeps in.,

Mr. Francis’s call to the ministry seemed
to him of a more wonderful and important
character, than his call by grace, and which
certainly was not after man’s teaching ; he
says—* My general retreat was my bed-room,
where T had a table, a chair, and a few books,
chiefly consisting of Romaine’s Life, and
Walk of Faitb, two or three Hymn bool::s,
and a Bible; thisplace hesays was my chief
retreat, where I obtained such precious in-
terviews with my beloved, that could they
speak, the very walls would testify to the
sacred business transacted between the Lord
and my soul. At this time, I knew but one
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or two persons, thatI could venture to speak
to upon soul matters, and I began to pro-
claim aloud God's goodness to me; which it
seems, went to those who did not wish to hear
about it; but,” he says, ‘I was too heavy
laden with divine treasures to be able to live
without vent, in consequence of which I was
driven the wnoreto my favorite room, at which
tie, T used to tell my Lord everything which
befell me, aud to unbosom my very soul be-
fore him ; I said, O my Lord, bring me ac-
quainted with some of thy blood-bought people,
that I may have the soul pleasure of talking
about thy wondrous works ; rejoicing with
them that can rejoice, and attempting to com-
fort them that mourn; which cry God having
implanted, he has evidently keard and an-
swered abundantly above what I could ask or
think, As I was led on in the divine life, I
became more acquainted with myself; saw
more my weakness, felt my total unfitness,
and, as I thought, the impossibility of any such
thing taking place ; when judging it to be no-
thing but a temptation, I poured out my soul
before God earnestly, that he would be pleased
to banish the thought for ever from my mind.
InthiswayI got rid of it for months together,
and I was thankful for it; when again it
would return with the greatest foree, bringing
great distress, and, at times almost distrac-
tion into my mind, then away to my divine
friend I flew again, and told him what had
happened,’ and concludes his prayer thus :—
¢ Never, never let me live to see the day when
I shall be left to run without mission or com-
mission from thyself’ As soon again as I
had got a little over my trouble and hoped it
was buried to rise no more ; some person or
other wonld speak to me, and say, ‘they
wondered that I did not attempt to speak in
the Lord’s name.” This I suppose has oc-
curred more than twenty times, from different
people, and at different periods of time, this
would sometimes awaken up all my former
anxiety of mind ; but blessed is that exercise,
or even temptation, that urges us to a throne
of grace.

‘Here Iwould make aremark, that when God
intends to makes aman publicly useful, he will
endue him with a gift in some measure suit-
able thereto, If a man is destined to be a
teacher, he will possess him with an aptness
to teach ; in this way God blessed me years
before I camne publicly forward, and there are
many living witnesses to prove it. Butmy
trouble and fear sprang from looking to what
we call a pulpit, in which place I supposed
my work was to begin, when, as I have just
observed, it had already commenced ; here I
remained, nor could I move forward, any
more than I could create & world ; several of
my friends said I should be ordained a par-
lour preacher at any rate.’

Doorsone after another,in providence, now
opened to Mr. Francis. Animportantone,weé
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must notice, he says, ‘Things remained in
this stute for some months, when one day a
godly man, a minister of the gospel, called at
my house, and after some pleasant conversa-
tion, asked me to walk a little way with him;
I didso: he hadnot gone many yards, before
he said, he had long thought that I had a
preaching gift, (as he termed it) and if that
be the case, said he, however much preaching
there is in the world, preaching Jesus ismuch
wanted still.” I remained silent, and could
not answer a word ; ‘ now want you to preach
Sor me. 1do not expect you to answer me
at present, but I shall leave you for about a
fortnight, in which time you will go and tell
the Lord what I have been requesting of you,
and I shall meet you at the same throne;
after which time I shall eall for your answer.’
Thus he left me, and I came home with a
heavier load than ever; my sleep departed
froin me, my fear and trouble being so great,
lest it should not be found to be of God.
However, at the appointed time, he called for
his answer; but I could not give him any,
observing which, he said, ¢well, my dear
friend, this is the very way in which I wished
to be answered. I perceive your conscience
will not allow you to say no, and your fears
will not allow you to say yes; that is enough;
I shall give you out to preach, the Lord bless
you,” and so he left me. I forbear to say
any more respecting my inward distress and
anxiety ; but I verily thought it would be my
death. The time arrived, I went to preach,
and wondered when I was done at what had
transpired. A person came up to me, as |
came down the pulpit stairs, and addressed
me thus:—* Aaron thy brother can speak
well, you must preach here again this day
fortnight.! I smiled, but made no answer.
Thus I found my troubles were not at an end,
and I had about a fortnights’ grace in which
to recruit my strength as I thought; instead
of which about two days after, through the
death of a certain person, the minister was
obliged to go directly into the country ; and
before he set off, an agreement was made with
the managers of the place, that I should sup-
Ply the two following Sabbaths. This was
entirely unknown to me, upon hearing which,
Isaid, I cannot and will not ; this preaching
business will surely kill me ; alas ! what a fool
was I ever to make an_ attempt in such an
important work, since I have every evidence
to believe I am not equal thereto.’

Our limits forbid us entering into the ex-
ercises of his mind respecting this trial ; Mr.
F-'s.goiug to one of the managers hegging to
decline the engagement, wishing him to get
another supply, all of which proved unavail-
ing; he was compelled to go; and was com-
fortably helped through, though bhe says, ‘I
Mounted the pulpit as white as a sheet, wit-
hessed by many, and took my seat there in
such a sitwation as I should think scareely
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any one ever did before, erying to the Lord
for help ; every joint in my body appearing to
be loosened, and I sat on the seat as one
afflicted with an ague. When I stood up to
pray, I felt rather more composed, but that
being over I sat down and the same sensations
returned; the congregation sang, and I rose
up to preach, and took for my text these
words, ‘ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,’
&c. Here then was one of the most fear-
fully dejected mortals that had ever lifted up
his head in a pulpit, about to comfort others
from these words ; this I suppose must have
struck them with surprise, as it has since,
upon reflection, done me. I had no sooner
named my text, than all fear, timidity, and
everything like it, was in one mornent taken
away, and a holy boldness with sweet liberty
of mind, and flow of speech followed, nor did
I feel any concern except for the Lord of
glory, and the soul's good of the people. When
I had done, I believe both parson and people
were filled with a divine surprise; and upon
reflection, I hardly knew what I had been
about. This was my firstattempt in London, 1
could not help saying, ¢ Is anything too hard
for the Lord ?*

After thus opening his mouth for God in
London, and two or three times before in the
country, Mr. Francis received a ministerial
commission from his pastor, Mr. Chin, of
Walworth, being then in the meridian of life,
which ordeal occasioned him much sorrow of
heart ; he describes himself, when he came
to the meeting, *like a poor crininal in irons
to take his trial.” The business having
closed, he was sent out by the voice of that
church. Mr. F. says, I had a roving commis-
sion, and I went East, West, North, and
South; and I think I may safely add, God
went with me confirning the word by signs
following, as tnany now living can well
witness.” Mr. F.’s temporal trials now set
in upon him; the adversary charged him
with many things, as ¢ having a large family,
business declining, filled with engagements
for preaching, the devil tempting, fears in-
creasing, iy heart sinking; glad would I
have been to have run away from the work of
the Lord; and often have I come to a reso-
lution that I would fulfil my present engage-
ments and then preach no more; but before
this was accomplished I was sure to receive
fresh invitations, either by message or post,
which I durst not refuse. At this juncture I
well remember my wife coming to me one
day with an account of certain things that
were wanted for the family. My heart almost
sank within me as she spake. 1 said, donot
worry me, I cannot get them at present; I
hope you will have them before long. She
replied, * I think you will go on preaching,
until you preach us all into the workhouse ¥’
This completed my distress, I turned away,
and could say no more.'
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But the God whom he served kept on re-
markably appearing for him both in provi-
dence and grace inhis extremities, Hegives
aremarkableinstance of a poor sin tormented,
iron-bound child of God being brought into
the glorious freedom and liberty of the gospel
under one of his sermons, preached in great
distress of soul respecting his own preaching
abilities before alluded to, for engaging in
this work. But in which he saw, as with a
sun-beam, the Lord’s hand towards him.
After relating her great deliverancc from very
deep distress of soul through his instrumen-
tality, she said to him, ‘she had got some-
thing furtber to say, at which she hoped I
would not be offended, which was, that she
had been long impressed in her mind that she
must make some small acknowledgement to
me for the blessings instrumentally conferred
upon ber by my means. She said she had
been to the Lord about the matter, and had
asked of him to direct her what to bring, after
which she followed the dietates of her mind.
She then presented us with a bundle, upon
opening which it was found to contain the
very things, article for article, which I had
Jjust received in the former catalogue of wants
from my wife ! Thus I stood again confound-
ed at the marvellous goodness and loving-
kindness of my wonder-working Lord. In
this and similar ways, 1 have proved, in in-
stances out of number, that my Lord had de-
signed me for high lifeafter all. ¢ They shall
dwell on high : their place of defence shall
be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be
given them, and their water shall be sure.’

I now notice the settlement of Mr. Fraaeis
in London, with the formation of the present
church in Snows Fields. “ About this time
a few individuals talked about my preaching
in the Borough or City, and expressing their
desire for it; it was mentioned to me, 1
smiled, and said that would not do. It was
mentioned again, and the flame kept increa-
sing, until at length they finally resolved to
seek a place. Finding them serious about
it, I became serious too, rather doubting in
myself whereunto this might grow; as I
heartily disliked the idea, nor could I bear to
think of preaching in or about London. At
length, however, I was obliged to go and
pour out my heart before God concerning it,
heartily begging of him, that he would not
leave me to the actings of flesh and blood ;
Jest through pride and unbelief, I should be
left to resist his will, and that if there were
any poor soul in or about the Borough, who
stood in need of my labours, he would suc-
ceed their endeavours in giving them a place;
and that if that was pot the case, that he
would bolt and bar every door, and keep them
out fromn every quarter ; in this sweet way of
prayer I passed about two hours, as sure that
God would hear my prayer, as that I was then
living ; and indeed the doors appeared fast
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closed enough, since no place could be found
for me to preach in, though many proposaly
were made for the use of a pulpit, onceon a
Lord’s day, and on a weck day eveuing, but
all in vain, which was as I heartily wished,
When unexpectedly a place offered itself near
London Bridge, which appeared suitable ; jt
was taken at a rent of 40 guineas, the fitting
up came to upwards of £50, and I was in
possession of such a small stock of faith, that
I thought the place much too large, and
heartily pitied my dear friends that had en-
gaged it ; but before ten months had elapsed,
without any extraordinary exertions, the rent
was paid, and the whole debt discharged ; and
together with this, the most indisputable tes-
timony of the blessing and presence of God
among us. I could then only stand as-
tonished, and say, what has God wrought ?
The place was a large commodious room up
one pair of stairs, at a {avern or coffee house ;
theground floor was occupiedas coffeervomns,
the first floor by us for the worship of God,
and the second floor was a billiard room;
and each was employed very frequently at the
same time within hearing of each other. It
was opened on a public fast day, but I think
it was found a feast day to many ; three ser-
mons were preached, that in the morning by
Mr. Stevens, that in the afternoon by Mr,
Bailey, and that in the evening by myself.”
Mr. Francis had painful exercises of mind
on this occasion” owing to the circumstance
of Mr. Bailey’s preaching from the same
text, he had been occupied a fortnight
to get clear views of, Exodus xx. 24 ; he says
““ After service, I wentto him, and said, Oh,
my friend, you have ruined me! you have
taken my text out of my mouth; I have no
text for this evening. Hereplied, never fear,
God will give you another. His was the
prophetical part, mine was to believe the
prediction ; and here I made as poor work of
it, as I bad done in former times. However
1 left the company as soon as I could, and
fled to the throme of grace, and there told the
Lord what had happened, and heartily prayed
that he would give me some other text; a.Iter
a little time, these words came into my mind,
* And I am sure that when Icome unto you,
I shall come in the fulness of the blessing
of the gospel of Christ.’ A difficulty,
however presented itself to my mind; that
such a text as this seemed too pompous and
unsuitable for me, so that I knew not how to
give it out, or frame my lips to pronounce it,
but as I could get nothing else” I was com-
pelled to take it: the time arriving, 1ascended
the pulpit, and stated what had happened as
an apology for taking the text, adding that
should there be any one that might feel any
objection tomy choice of such words, to him
I would propose a question : Can you dowith
anythingless than the fulness of the blessmﬁ
of the gospel of Christ ? if not, then I hope
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he would join in prayer with me, that the
very text itself, in its fullest sense, might be
fulfilled in me while labouring amongst the
people. Lntering upon my subject, light
broke in upon my mind, life into my soul,
and the gift of utterance was afforded; and I
believe many, yea very many, found it good
to be there.”

. Mr. Francis being thus fixed in the Bo-
rough, and in this very singular place, where,
in one part were the worshippers of God,
and in another the frequenters of the ale
house, each, after their will, amusing them-
selves; the next step was the formation of
themselves intoan organized Baptist Church,
which took place in August, 1813, and in
this, as in previous matters, George Francis,
was most backward in moving. He says,
“ Having in these and many other instances
had my infidelity confounded, and unbelief
silenced, it might have been supposed that
these things would have made a man of me:
but no, Gideon was Gideon still, though
there was a succession of miracles to en-
courage him. I was repeatedly asked,
whether there was to be a church formed?
My answer was, ‘I thought there would be-
fore long, but dare not move in it myself,
from a powerful sense of my own unfitness;
nor do I believe I should to this day, if God
had not disposed others to make the first
motion.” At length a few came and re-
quested that the matter might be forwarded.
I believe it was God’s motion, and God’s
number, the whole amounting to seven: a
church book was accordingly procured; a
few articles of faith drawn up, and unani-
mously subscribed to; the union being wit-
nessed by two members of other churches;
Twas then invited to take the charge of them,
which I dared not refuse. This act of their’s
I cannot behold without gratitude to God,
and love to them, as I have reason to believe
they did it with the fear of God in their
hearts ; though constrained to follow them
in the outset, they were still obliged to lead
their leader, or he never would have gone for-
ward. From that time to this we have con-
tinued together, and I can summon your
Cconsciences to testify to this truth, (worth
more than ten thousand wurlds) that God
has been with us. Our number has in-
creased from seven to seventy (this was in
1816) ; and from the commencement of my
Pastoral Jabours, I trust I can say, God
8ave me a pastor’s heart, which convinces
Ing that God will fit us for our callings in
the very work, and not let us see our quali-
fications firse,”

Mr. Franeis’s people removed from the
Toom and settled in Snows Fields Chapel, in
the Borough, where a Mr. Samuel Mansell

ad been, 4 popular talentcd minister, a man
who sadly disgraced himself and gave up
Preaching, but who afterwards resumed it
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in a licensed house in London. He then
went to Liverpool, and was popular there for a
time, but at last ended his days in a cellar,
as I am informed. I have Leard it said that
Mr. Huntington, in his work, entitled,
“ Forty Stripes, save one,” indirectly aimed
at him, though he had formerly preached for
him. Other popular ministers shone in and
about the Borough. About this time there
were some great lights who painfully ex-
hibited the works of darkness in their lives
and walk, yet, were brilliant stars for minis-
terial talent. But we see in Mr. Francis a
rich vein of gospel humility and simplicity
running throughout. Look at his call by
grace! Nothing extravagant in this. Look
at his ministry, and there is the same as in
his calling ; no superior light, or great re-
velations from God; all is simplicity, and
according to God's common method of
working and raising up ; always backward
io engaging. His ministry was full, clear,
and explicit. Christ the Alpha and Omega
shone forth ; not preached in the pride of
strife and contention. He had very mean
and poor views of himself, keeping close to
the word of God. He says, ‘ Thus I have
endeavoured to give you % detail of the lead-
ings of divine providence, in as plain a way
as I can, as in the sight of God, daring not,
as the apostle saith, to speak of anything
which God hath not wrought in roe to make
you obedient by word. and deed. My view in
this is not to make myselfappear something ;
no, verily, but laboring hereby to prove that I
am nothing ; that all things are of God ; our
creation, new creation, effectual calling, call
to preach, with the door of utterance, and
the opening of every door of providence,
where these things are to be uttered, that the
hand of the Lord may be seen in the whole.

May we not say of some, ‘strangers have
devoured his strength, and he knoweth it
not.” If I am asked what strength ? I answer
that which arises from sensible weakness,
and not naking use of the Lord continually.
‘ He knoweth 1t not,’ because wisdom hath
deceived. Persons may have great con-
ceptions of the maj:sty of God, have sub-
lime expressions on the Person and work of
Christ, yet be only as ‘ sounding brass,’ and
not ‘ refined silver.” It was said of Babylon,
‘Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath
perverted thee’ Men may become great
easily, but not so easily become nothing, or,
have that faith which is described by Cbrist
as only a poor menial servant, acknowledging
after all, its own unprofitableness, See
Luke xvii. 6—10. 2 Chron. xix. 6, 7.
2 Chron. xx. 12.

Mr. Francis, as we have seen, entered very
slowly and circumspectly iuto the ministry,
and wanted proof upon proof for it. In his
circumstances, he was a poor shoe maker by
trade, occupying a small shop, still remain-



30

ing in Hampden Street, Walworth. His
learning was sinall ; he was not cumbered
with many books; was no controversialist,
or scholar; was diffident about himsell’; but
was a grace taught, hminble walker, one that
was richly anointed with the Spirit of truth,
and in private life long preached Christ from
house to house, and at prayer meetings, be-
fore publicly called forth to it; and whilst
those bright lights, to which I have referred,
wentout one after another, or their latier days
were darkened by their own ways and works,
George Francis continued to shine forth
from first to last with unabated ardour, until
the breaking up of his mind by imbecility,
betweea about the age of 76, and 77. He,
for about thirty-five, or six ycars, in one
neighbourhood, blew the eertain sound of sal-
vation through the blood and righteousness
of Christ to lost, poor, ruined, and hell-de-
serving sinners, feeling so in themselves;
and by grace maintained the ordinances of
the Lord’s house, as set forth in the New
Testament, accompanied by the Lord’s bless-
ing to as many as the Lord ordaine | it should
be. Mr. Huntington remarks, ¢ that it had
long been an established point with him, that
no man, let nis gifts be what they may, un-
less he be born again of the Holy Spirit, can
be s minister of the Spirit to another;
men (he says) may be converted to men’s
notions ; but they are never the better for
that.” In proof of this I will record a eir-
cumstance, narrated by Mr. Francis of him-
self, which doth well serve to illustrate his
character in one prominent aspect of it, and
that was, as a visiting man among the sick ;
for George Francis was not a gentleman
parson, but one to the best of his given abi-
lity, thatlaid himself out for usefulness in that
sphere which (and that only) he was called to
occupy. He has published a very interest-
ing account of some of his visits. Every
minister of the sanctuary would do well to
do the same. The following is one :—

*“Sometime after I had entered upon the work of
the ministry, into which I was brought by a singular
way, and by an unseen hand, (though by the bye, 1
had been employed therein long before [ ascended a
pulpit,) I began to find while pointing out Christ as
a Saviour to poor guiity, miserable sinners, though a
delightful employment, there were some things con-
pected with it, that prove that a call from God to the
work of the ministry constitutes him that is called a
real Jabourer, and exposes him to a thousand trials
that others know nothing of ; but he that brings him
into it will happily support him under, and eventu--
ally bring him through it, which I have proved to
this day. Glory be to his name.

+ At this time 1 was the subject of more soul ex-
ercise and travail than tongue can describe; and
amoug other things | was in want of a Concordance,
as I had pone, nor had I the money to purchase one,
whilein my constant labour I seemed to need it as
much as a carpenter does his hamnmer. 1 therefore
told my heavenly Father about it, and begged‘lh'at
he would enable me to purchase one, or send it in
some other way. Alter waiting a considerable time,
and seeing no sign of its coming, it came into my
mind 10 scek after @ vecond hand Butterworth'’s Con-
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cordance, which I thought might be got for a wode-
rate sum. [ accordingly enquired for it at a number
of book shops, but to no purpose, being assured by
all, ¢ it is out of print.” This produved rebellion in
my mind; aund 1 often thought the Lord dealt hardly
with me; but all our sin and rebellion uever adds o
cubit toour stature. In this state 1 continued til|
God appeared for me, which fell out in the following
way,

‘ A person called on me with whom T had some
slight acquaintance a long time, but whom U had not
seen for two or three years. Upon entering thedoot,
e said, he had called upon me to ask me to come
and sce his sister, who was then dangerously ill, [
complied with his request and went, When I cn~
tered the room she was sitting in an arm chair; a
serious spectacle to look upon, being little else
besides skin and bone : and what was worse, all the
horror and despair of her mind were manifest in her
countenance. As soon as she saw ne, she exclaimed,
' Oh, Mr.F. my state isone of the most awful! |
have long sat under the gospel, but to no purpose ;
I have been a hearer, but not a doer of the word ;

1 have been a professor. but not a_possessor; I am
gospel-hardened ; 1 am an awful character! Oh,
what an awful character I have been! I am just

upon the verge of eternity and am going outof the
world without hope.”  Thus she went on for soma
time; when, after a pause, shocked at her appear-
ance, and more so at her language, Is2id, ¢ You have
been crying out much against your sins, butf would
remind you of one which you seern quite to over-
look, and is much greater than all those you have
mentioned; your greatest erime is lifting up your
sin above the merits of Christ, which you bave
been doing ever since I have been in the room;
and this you do not see to be sir. Do not the merits
of Christ cleanse from all sin? Does he not say,
¢ Look unto me, and be saved?' After a little further
discourse, I said, * We will tum the whole into
prayer. After which I left her, promising to see her
again, but before I could repeat my visit she was
removed into an eternal world.

Shortly after her deceasc I called on her brother,
and said, * I hear that your gister is gone.” He re-
plied, ¢ Yes, oh, that you had but seen her once
more!> I enquired, ‘ Did you hear any hopeful
thing from her lips, before her departure? He
answered, ¢ Oh, yes! the very recollection of which
is more precious to me than all the gold and sil-
ver in the world.” On my asking what it was, he
said, he would read it me. He then produced a
sheet of paper, and read what he had heard drop(rom
her lips. The substance of it was as follows:—
‘1 am, indced, a vile, wretched miserable sinner;
but oh, for ever blessed be the Lord for sending one
to point me to a sin [ did not so much as think of—
lifting up my sin above the merits of Chkist, Yos,
surely, his blood cleanseth from all sin.” Blessed be
his name! and so it will mine.” She then prayed for
me—* Lord spare his useful life; be with him‘when
he stands up in thy dear name ! Bless him in hisown
soul! Give him seals to his ministry and souls for his
bire. Send him to many others with the very same
message he brought to me.’ Then adverting again to
her own case she blessed God that ever | was sent
with such a message of love to her. Thus she
continued till the last hour of her life.”

After this pleasing recital of God’s deal-
ings with the soul of his sister, ny friend
continued—* I shall never be able to make
a sufficient acknowledgment for this accept-
able visit; but this I say, she had anew
Butterworth’s Concordance — if you will
accept of that as a mite of jacknowledgment,
and keep it for her sake, it is your's, and you
are most heartily weleome to it”” Struck
with astonishment, Itook up my concordance
and brought it home; and gave thanks to my
kind, condescending, and wonder working
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God, and could fiot help thinking that never
man was supplied with a concordance in a
more sweet, unexpected, and gracious way.
My way was to buy one—God’s way was to
give me one. My way was to get an old
one—his way was to give me a new one; and
the salvation of the woman’s soul in the
bargain. ‘O, how great is thy goodness to
them that fear thee, which thou has wrought
for them that trust in thee before the sonsof
of men!” ‘“Who is a God like unto our
God 7

It was the comfort of Mr. Francis that his
lot in the ministry was cast among a people
that loved him, and with whom he was much
at home ; and could talk and walk so many
years, some of fifty years’ acquaintance still
living. All ministers are not equally endowed
for visiting and conversation ; butthis seemed
the element of George Francis. The church
upon the whole have been preserved from
separations and discords, though not without
their trials. The fruits of the spirit having
been graciously showered amongst them.
And of this they have given abundant
proof to their pastor for the last four years
of his life, whom, though he hath lain
heavy upon them by his afflictions, yet
have they supported two pastors, and only
a small eongregation, and it has been cheer-
fully done by some: and the Lord hath
blessed them in return.

In conclusion—what has been the great
secret of this close union, walk, and pre-
servation? I answer, the purity of the
gospel preached amongst them. It has been
remarked to me, that Mr. Francis’s preach-
ing was only like talking ; perhaps not; but
it was of that nature that my soul has
been watered several times under it: the
Jast time Thave an account of hearing him
is October 4, 1843, from 2 Cor. xiii. 5.—
“ Examine yourselves whether ye bein the
faith.,” Mr. Francis was certainly not
very argumentative, or deep in his subject ;
but he spake of what he enjoyed and fed
upon in his own soul, the preciousness of
the work of Christ, and set it forth in his
way. Nor was he lod to make the chief
topic of his ministry the depravity of the
heart, or the deserts of hell, death, and
damnation to believers in Christ: nor did
he dwell on mere outside formal things : he
Seemed to me anxious to keep the whole
truth of God together, without rending or
disuniting the glorious harmony of the
Spirit’s chain : by together, I mean, he was
anxious to open the mystery of Christ, the
truth ag it is in Christ, the covenans for the
people, to open blind eyes, to bring the
prisoners from the prison houses, by setting
fortl} Christ before thoso that needed him,
in his doctrine and reign ; Christ and the
church personally together, and not apart
from each: and made manifest as such in
reality by the operation of tho Holy Ghost
Which kept them together, the body with
the head, withont discord in the body:
thus, christian fellowship was based on

right principles. He would speak to them
a8 a father to his children in his ministry,
especially on the Monday-evening Prayer
Meeting, which were sweet opportunities,
probably the happiest public meetings in
London, it being his usual way to go over
the leading features of the previous day’s
subject then. Few,ifany ministers that I
have heard, preached the gospel in greater
simplicity tban he did: his method was
very plain; he would go on commenting
until he reached his text on preceeding
versed; and then, part by part, break
it open, with the parallel passages, in a
brief and concise way, giving you the full
subject of his text. Thus he continued to
travel on from the first to the last of his
ministerial days, to the latter end of
1843, when I heard a Mr. Carpenter there
on the Friday evenings for a few months,
and afterwards Mr.Stringer was appointed,
who hag continued to the present, whose
ministry, I trust, will be as useful as his
whom he has followed.

We have another gracious minister in
London, who has moved for nearly thirty
years in this humble way (almost un-
known) now laid aside by sickness and
probably will preach no more, Mr. Wright.
It was pleasing to see at the interment
of George Francis, so many of the Lord’s
young servants, and others in the vigour of
life present, as well as an aged father or
two who must shortly bid adieu to earthly
scenes. John Bunyan M’Cure I returned
home with, who interested me, in relating
the Lord’s dealings with him in the
ministry, and the probability of his soon
settiing at Hadlow. Thus, one has put off
the harness, of the ministry, and another
I trust, may be as useful, in putting it on.
—H.W.

THE FUNERAL.

THE remains of Mr. George Francis was
removed from his residence in Long-lane
to Nunhead Cemetery, on Thursday-after-
noon, January 13th, where a freehold grave
had been provided. The procession con-
sisted simply of the hearse and four mourn-
ing coaches. The corpse was taken into
the Dissenters’ Chapel in the Cemetery
grounds, followed by some members of the
deceased’s family; his deacons; and se-
veral ministers, among whom we noticed
Mr. John Foremam-—Mr. James Wells—
Mr. David Denham—Mr. George Moyll—
Mr. Wyard—Mr. Stringer, and others. The
service commenced by Mr. Moyll giving
out an appropriate hymn ; Mr. James
Wells then addressed the Throne of
Grace in a very suitable and solemn
manner; Mr. Foreman spoke to the spee-
tators assembled; Mr. E. Mote gave out
one verse of n hymn, and the coffin was
then removed to its last resting place.
Mr. Thomas Stringer spoke over the grave,
and concluded the services by a short
prayer.

On returning to the Chapel, several
of the ministers and fricnds,drank tea



32

together; after which, a service was beld
in the vestry of the Chapel; which was
opened by Mr. David Denham, and ad-
dresses were delivered by Mr. Moyll, Mr.
Wellg, and Mr, Mote.

The whole of the funeral arrangements
were admirably conducted by Mr. 1. Mote.
The church were at the expense of the
burial. They have given Mr. Francis £70
a year since his imbecility of inind has
rendered him unfit for preaching ; and in-
tend giving the widow £30; according to
appearances it cannot be long before she
follows her late beloved partner to the same
place.

THE FUNERAL SERMON

Was preached by Mr. John Foreman, at
Snows Fields, Lord’s day evening, Jan. 16.
who, after a few introductory remarks, read
an account of Mr. Francis’s last days as
written by one of his daughters, from which
the following extracts are made.

** About two years ago (says his daughter)
when reading to my father the account of
the death of a minister who had been laid
by from preaching; but wasrestored again
for some little time previous to his death;
which took place while he was preaching;
I said, * Would that not be your wish, fa-
ther#” ‘ Wecll, my dear, he replied,‘ perhaps
it might; but his will be done.” Isaid,‘It
is a comfort to me that you do not grieve
about it.” ‘No; he answered, ‘I can truly
8ay, I do not.” At one time he was sitting
and looking very bad, I thought he did not
notice me ; which caused me to shed tears.
He quickly perceived me, and said, ‘ Itis all
right ; do not weep. The reins are in his
hands.’” At another time I asked him if
there was any text from which he should
wish his funeral sermon to be preached.
He replied, ‘ No, my dear; there are so many
precious texts; and s0 many precious pro-
mises; the Lord will supply the speaker
with one’ Although at this time he was
very troubled to speak; he used (up to the
last week of his life) to ask the blessing at
meals ; and in such an impressive manner
as astonished many.

“ October 16th, being his birthday, (his
eightieth year)we had a few friends to tea ;
and though unable to take part in the con-
versation ; he joined in singing the hymn,
(which was a particular favourite of his):

‘ Rock of ages, cleft for me, &c.’
adding, at the conclusion, that he wanted it,
and noother shelter. He then wished them
to sing—

‘ Salvation, Oh, the joyful sound.’
and he struck the tune to it. Mr. Harris
uged to pray with him frequently; and
when he rose up, he used to repeat aloud—
Amen, The last few times, however, he was
unable to do s0. On Christmas day, when
a friend was wishing him good night, she
shook his hand and said, * Oh ! Mr. Francis,
There shall we see his face,” &c.
" Will not that do? ‘Yes, Mary! yes
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Mary! he replied. On the Monday pre-
ceding his death we were readingsomelines,
and 1 found that he heeded every word of it,
and when we had finished it, he said, Amen.
His face beamed with pleasure,and he said
‘There’s a glorious finish—read it a.gu.in.‘
It was one of Kent's hymns. The verse he
so loved was this:—

¢ His heart all compassion,
Redressed all their woes,

And silenc’d each heart-rending
Sorrow that rose :

The grace was so mighty,
So large and so long;

That all their hard cases
Were lost in a song.’

“ The day before he died, he ate dinner
as heartily asusual ; at five o’clock, he said
he should like to go to bed ; and soon went
to sleep, but awoke again at nine o’clock,
when he took his supper ; slept well again
till six o’clock in the morning, when he
awoke with sickness, but still remained sen-
sible and was soup to the last. I said to him,
God is with you, and never will forsake
you ; and reminded him of his favorite text
of scripture—‘ Underneath are the everlast-
ing arms.’ He opened his eyes wide, smiled
sweetly at me, and in a few minutes we
found his happy spirit had fled.”

Thus ended the peaceful life and happy
death of George Francis.

“It was in the summer of 1824, said Mr.
Foreman, that I first became acquainted
with George Francis. Twenty years ago,
last Christmas day, my dear departed bro-
ther attended, with others, at my settle-
ment at Mount Zion Chapel. Mr. Coombs
was another; and Mr. Thomas Cotton of
Cambridgeshire, another. Mr. Coombs is
gone; and now George Francis is gone. 8o
one after another has left the world. Per-
haps some would have liked him to live a
little longer, but he lived to a good old age.
I call it a good old age, when a long life is
connected with a good one. Ihave remarked
one feature in the account just read. He
particularly fell back upon the divine go-
vernment of God; and it was this that ren-
dered his afliction tolerable.”

(Continued on Page 41.)

“ Where grace is, there will be no eml-
nent mercy gotten without much struggling ;
but there will be a particular thankful re-
membrance of it a long while after with
much enlargement; and as prayer abound-
ed, so will thanksgiving abound also. Great
blessings that are won with prayer, are
worn with thankfulness, Such aman wil
not ask a new, but he will with all give
thanks for old. Thankfulness, of all duties,
proceeds from pure grace. Prayer an
thanks are like the double motion of the
lungs. The air that is sucked in by prayer
is breathed forth again by thanks.”—
Goodwin. i

“ A gracious soul looks and lives more
upon God in prayer, than ugon l}xs prayer.
He knows, though prayor he his chariot,
yet Christ is hig food.”—Brooks.



THE CHARISTIAN LOOKING AT THE CROSS.

In the sufferings of Christ, as in 2
gospel-glass, you may see the odious
nature of sin, and accordingly learn to
hate it, arm against it, turn from it, and
subdue it ; sin never appears so odious
as when we behold it in the red glass of
Christ’s sufferings. Can we look upon
sin, as the occasion of all Christ’s suffer-
ings ; can we look upon sin, as that which
made Christ a curse, and that made him
forsaken of his Father, and that made
him live such a miserable life, and that
brought him to die such a shameful,
painful and cruel death, and our hearts
not rise against it? Shall our sins be
grievous unto Christ, and shall they not
be odious unto us ? shall he die for our
sins, and shall not we die to our sins?
did not he therefore suffer for sin, that
we might cease from sin? did not he
bear our sins in his own body on the tree,
that we being dead to sin, should live to
righteousness £ If one should kill our
father, would we hug and embrace him
as our father? no, we would be revenged
on him : sin hath killed our Saviour, and
shall we not be revenged on it? Cana
man look upon that snake that hath
stung his dearly beloved spouse to death,
and preserve it alive, warm it at the fire,
and hug it in his bosom, and not rather
stab it with a thousand wounds? ’lis
sin that hath stung our dear Jesus to
death, that has crucified our Lord, and
shed his precious blood, and O how
should this stir up our indignation
against it : ah how can a Christian make
much of those sins that killed his dearest
Lord! how can he cherish those sins
that betrayed Christ, and apprehended
Christ, and bound Christ, and condemned
Christ, and scourged Christ, and that
violently drew him to the cvoss, and there
murdered him! It was neither Judas,
nor Pilate, nor the Jews, nor the soldiers,
that coulg have done our Lord Jesus the
least hurt, had not our sins, like so many
butchers and hangmen, come in to their
assistance.  After Julius Cesar was
treacherously murdered in the senate-
house, Antonius brought forth his coat,
all bloody, cut, and mangled, and laying
1t open to the view of the people, said,
‘ Look, here is your emperor’s coat, and
as the bloody conspirators have dealt by
1, so have they dealt with Cesar’s body;’

whereupon the people were all in an
uproar, and nothing would satisfy them
but the death of the murderers, and they
ran to the house of the conspirators, and
burnt them down to the ground: but
what was Cesar’s coat, and Cesar’s body,
to the body of our dear Lord Jesus,
which was all rent and torn for our sins?
Ah, how should this provoke us to be
revenged on our sins! how shonld we
for ever loathe and abhor them! how
should our fury be whetted against them!
how should we labour with all our might
to be the death of those sins, that have
been the death of so great a Lord, and
will, if not prevented, be the death of
our souls to all eternity. To see God
thrust the sword of his pure, infinite, and
incensed wrath, through the very heart
of his dearest Son, notwithstanding all
his supplications, prayers, tears, and
strong cries, is the highest discovery of
the Lord's hatred and indignation of sin
that ever was or will be.

In all ages and generations, they that
have been born after the flesh, have per-
secuted them that have been born after
the spirit; and the seed of the serpent
have been still 2 multiplying of troubles
upon the seed of the woman. Would
any man take the church’s picture (saith
Luther) then let him paint a poor silly
maid, sitting in a wilderness, compaszed
about with hungry lions, wolves, boars,
and bears, and with all manner of other
cruel hurtful beasts, and in the midst of
a great many furious men assaulting her
every moment and minute; and why
should we wonder at this, when we con-
sider, that the whole life of Christ was
filled up with all sorts and kinds of suf-
ferings? Oh, where is that brave spirit
that has been upon the saints of old?
Blessed Bradford looked upon his suf-
ferings for Christ, as an evidence to him,
that he was in the right way. ‘It is
better for me to be a martyr than a
monarch,’ said Ignatius, when he was to
suffer. ¢Happy is that soul, and to be
equalled with angels, who 1is willing to
suffer, if it were possible, as great things
for Christ, as Christ hath suffered for it,’
saith Jerome ¢Sufferings are the ensigns
of heavenly nobility,’ saith Calvin.

Hath Jesus Christ suffered such great
and grievous things for you ? FOh, then,
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in all your fears, doubts and conflicts
with enemies within or without, fly to
the sufferings of Christ as your city of
refuge. Did Christ endure a most igno-
minious death for thee, did he take on
him thy sinful person, and bare thy sin,
and death, and cross; and was made a
sacrifice and curse for thee? Oh, then,
in all thy inward and outward distresses,
shelter thyself under the wings of a suf-
fering Christ. I have read of Nero, that
he had a shirt made of a Salamander’s
skin, so that if he went through the fire
in it, it would keep him from burning:
Oh, sirs, a suffering Christ is this Sala-
mander’s skin, that will keep the saints
from burning in the midstof burnings,
from suffering in the midst of sufferings,
from drowningin themidst of drownings.
In all the storms that beat upon your in-
ward or your outward man, eye the suf-
ferings of Christ, lean upon the sufferings
of Christ, plead the sufferings of Christ,
and triumph in the sufferings of Christ.
Let us learn in every temptation which
presseth us (whether it be sin, or death,
or curse, or any other evil) to translate
it from ourselves to Christ; and all the
good in Christ, let us learn to translate
it from Christ to ourselves. Look, as
the burgess of a town or corporation,
sitting in the parliament-house, beareth
the persons of that whole town or place,
and what he saith, the whole town saith ;
and what is done to him, is done to the
whole town: even so, Christ upon the
cross, stood in our place, and bare our
sins; and whatsoever he suffered, we
suffered ; and when be died, all the faith-
ful died with him, and in him. T have
read of a gracious woman, who, being by
Saten strongly tempted, replied, * Satan,
if thou hast anything to say to me, say it
to my Christ, say it to my surety, who
has undertaken all for me, who hath paid
all my debts, and satisfied divine justice,
and set all reckonings even between God
and my soul. Do your sins terrify you?
oh then, look up to a crucified Saviour,
who bare your sins in his own body on
the tree. When sin stares you in the
face, oh then, turn your face to a dying
Jesus, and behold him with a spear in
his side, with thorns on his head, with
nails in his feet, and a pardon in his
hands. Hast thou wounded thy con-
science by any great fall or falls? O
then, remember that there is nothing in
heaven or earth more efficacious to cure
the wounds of conscience, than a frequent
and serious meditation on the wounds of
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Christ: Doth death, that rides upon the
pale horse, look gastly and deadly upon
thee? oh, then remember that Chrigt
died for you, and that by his death,
he hath swallowed up death in victory .
oh, remember that a crucified Christ hath
stripped death of his sting, and disarmed
it of all its destroying power: death may
buz about our ears, but it can never sting
our souls. Look, as a crucified Christ
hath taken awa{‘the guilt of sin, though
he bath not taken away sin itself; so
he hath taken away the sting of death,
though he hath not taken away death
itself. He spake excellently that said,
that is not death, but life, which joins
the dying man to Christ; and that isnot
life, but death, that separates the living
man from Christ. Austin longed to die,
that he might see that head that was
crowned with thorns. ‘Did Christ die
for me,’ saith one, * that T might live with
him ? I will not, therefore, desire to live
long from him; all men go willingly to
see him whom they love ; and shall I he
unwilling to die, that I may see him
whom my soul loves? Bernard would
have us, never to let goout of our minds
the thoughts of a crucified Christ; ¢let
these,” says he, ‘be meat and drink unto
you, let them be your sweetness and con-
solation, your honey, and your desire,
your reading, and your meditation, your
contemplation, your life, death, and re-
surrection: certainly, he that shall live
up to this counsel, will look upon the
king of terrors, as the king of desires.
Are you apt to tremble when you eye the
curse threatened in the law?  Oh, then,
look up to a crucified Christ, and remem-
ber that se hath redeemed you from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for
you. Doth the wrath of God amaze
you? Oh, then look up to a crucified
Christ, and remember that Christ hath
trod the winepress of his father’s wrath
alone, that he might deliver you from
wrath tocome. Isthe faceof God clonded?
Doth he thatshould comfortyou stand afar
off? oh, then look up to a crucified Christ,
and remember that he was forsaken fora
time, that you might not be forsaken for
ever: are you sometimes afraid of con-
demnation ? oh, then look upon a cru-
cified Christ, who was condemned, that
you might be justified: wko shall lay
anything to the charge of God’s elect?
16 18 God that justifieth, who is he that
condemneth? it is Christ that died. Ah,
Christians, that you wculd, under all
your temptations, affliction, fears, doubts,
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conflicts, and disputes, keep a fixed eye
upon a crucified Jesus; and remember
that all he did, he did for you, and that all
he suffered, he suffered for you : and this,
—in the hands of God the Holy Ghost,—
will become a strong cordial to keep you
from fainting under all your inward and
outward distresses, according to that
saying of one of the Ancients, I may be
troubled, but I shall not be overwhelmed,
because I remember the print of the
nails, and of the spear in the hands and
side of Jesus Christ. Oh, that Christians
would labour under all their soul-trou-
bles to keep a fixed eye upon a bleeding
Christ ; for there is nothing that will ease
them, settle them, and satisfy them, like
this. Many, may I not say, most Christ-
ians are more apt to eye their sins, their
sorrows, their prayers, their tears, their
resolves, their complaints, than they are
to eye a suffering Christ ? and from hence
springs their greatest woes, wounds,
miseries, and dejection of spirits; oh,
that a crucified Christ might be for
ever in your eye, and always upon your
hearts. THoMAS BROOKS.

TWO LETTERS, BY DR. HAWKER, RESPECTING

The Jate Henry Fowler.

BY refer&nce to pages 41,136, and 183, of
our 3rd Vol., some interesting particulars
connected with the Life of Henry Fowler
will be found. We here give another por-
tion of that dear man’s life. He says :—

“T shall now return to my narrative, I
proceeded to Birmingham, as before ob-
served: this was about the latter end of
August, 1813, and was most affectionately
received by a worthy family, with whom I
took up my abode during my visit. The
first time I preached, I found much help from
the Lord; and after I had done, a person
came to me in the vestry, and said to me,
‘ Do you think, sir, that you have preached
the truth to-day ?* I said, ‘ Yes! asfarasI
know, and to the best of my ability. But (I
said,) why do you ask that question ?* This
person replied— You said, sir, that when
God was about to bring to pass his purpose,
he poured out a spirit ot prayer on his
people; and if they were enabled to find
access to God, they might conclude that
God was about to grant them their request :
do you really think that youspoke the truth 2’

said, ‘ Yes, I am confident of it; for God
would never help our infirmities in prayer,
without intending to answer prayer.’ Then
said this person, ‘ I am confident that God
will settle you over us as our minister.” [
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said, with surprise, ‘ You judge too soon ;
you are in too wuch haste; you don't know
enough of me ; you don’t know how I am
situated.” ¢ That is true,’ said this person;
‘ but I can tell you, that you are brought here
in answer to the many prayers that I have
put up to God for these six months past;
and God gave me a promise, and faith to
believe the promise; and don’t you think
that he will fulfil his word, and answer the
prayer of faith?’ I said, ‘you seem very
confident, my friend, but you don’t know
how I am situated, and what difficulties stand
in the way.” This person replied, ‘I care
nothing about difficulties, God has given me
the promise, and I can believe it; besides, I
know it will come to pass; for you have ex-
pressed my whole desires to God in prayer,
and brought out all the exercises of my
mind, and repeated the very promises that
God hath enabled me to plead in prayer this
day.’ ‘Well, I said,’ time will shew how
far you are correct.” The feelings of many
others were very much like this person’s.
Having spent three weeks among them, I was
obliged to return home. But before I left
them, they had met together, and came to the
detertnination to give me a call, which they
did before I left them. I could not give
them an immediate answer: it required due
consideration and much prayer, But I told
them they should hear from me in about a
month. In the meantime, I said, ‘I think,
my friends, that you have given me a call too
hastily. You know nothing of me, or of my
moral character. I wish before you proceed
any further that you make every enquiry
about me, that you may not be deceived as
many have been.” They said, ¢ we feel satis-
fied for ourselves; and who could we write
to about you ?’ I said, * write to Dr. Haw-
ker. He does not know that I 2m here, nor
have I seen him for some timie ; hut he knows
me well:’ and to this proposition they
agreed. The managers wrote, and Dr.
Hawker promptly answered in reply to them.
They requested permission to print the letter,
but the Doctor put a negative to it ; I think
it right, however, now the Doctor has joined
the general assembly above, to insert the
letter in this place; and his second letter,
for I think they will be read with pleasure hy
many of my ftiends.

¢ ¢ Plymouth, Charles Vicarage, Oc. 5, 1813.

“¢DpAR SIR,—Grace, mercy, and peace,
be with you, and with the whole Israel of
God.

«“¢«In answer to your letter respecting
Mr. Fowler, I can only say that I have long
known him, and long loved him, because I
verily believe he hath loved, and dpth love
my Lord and Master. And should it please
the great Head of his church to employ him,
that he may go in and out before you in the
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ninistry of the word, may the Lord who
sends, bless his services, so that Jesus be
glorified, the church edified, and his own
soul refreshed.

“ “ If he be with you give my love to him,
and tell him that 1 hope and trust that he
will go on to exalt Christ Jesus. And I beg
you to tell him that as a faithful servant
should honour a kind master, so 1 hope he
will prove himself a faithful servant by hon-
ouring the Lord our righteousness: the best,
the kindest, the most blessed, thc most dear
and precious of all masters. It is high
treason to the Majesty of heaven, to preach
anything but Jesus in his person, offices,
character, and relations. And my poor
prayers will follow my letter, that my dear
Mr. Fowler will above all things honour him,
whom Jehovah delighteth to honour : and that
he willmake the Lord Jesus what Jehovah hath
made him, the Alpha and Omega, the first and
the last, the author and finisher of salvation.

‘“ ¢ And if vou will allow an old man hast-
eping on the close of his poor ministry, to
sav a word to the church which is among
you on the subject of your minister, I would
say as Paul did, ‘receive him in the Lord’s
name (not his own), and esteem him very
highly in love for his works sake ;' pray for
him, and pray with him. It is a blessed sign
of good when the Holy Ghost sets his people
to pray for a blessing on the labours of his
servants. That blessing and that promise is
as good as received which God the Spirit
teacheth the faithful to ask in prayer. My
poor soul hath found, yea, often found, the
Lord’s blessings in answer to his people’s
prayers. And you will find a fulness of
blessing from the Lord's blessings on his
ministry to your hearts, when the Lord hath
enabled you to hold him up to the Lord, in
~ecking by prayer his grace upon him.

“¢I commend both you, the church, and
nim, the church’s minister, to the Lord for
blessing; and pray the glorious Head to bless
hoth together, to his glory and your joy in
the Lord.

“ “This from the unworthiest of his servants,

““Your's in the Lord Jesus,

“¢‘RoBeRT HAWKER.'

“ ¢ Plymouth, Octs 27, 1813.

“ ¢ Dear Sir,—I beg to make a tenderof
my christian love and affection to you, and
the church of God which is with you, praying
that all grace may abound in the covenant
faithfulness of God our Father, through the
dear Son of his love, by the blessed influence
of God the Holy Ghost.

“‘Indeed, indeed, I thank the church of
God with wiom you are one, in that you so
kindly and affcctionately received my poor
letter. It was written (if I know anything of
my own heart), in the brotherly love of one
that desires (at least) to Jove the precious
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name of our dear Lord exalted aud extolled,
and to be very high. And where Christ and
his cause are concerned, there would 1 feel
all that Paul felt, when to the church of the
Thessalonians he said, he was so affection-
ately desirous concerning the people that Le
would have imparted uuto them not the
gospel of God ouly, but also (said he) our
own souls, because yc were dear to us. Aad
surely all that a faithful servant of such a
master as Jesus is, all he hath, and all he is,
and by every way, and in every thing, his
one, yea, his only object is, and ought to be,
how to promote his Lord's glory in his
church’s happiness. And though I know
not what I wrote to you on the occasion for
which you wrote to me, yet certain I am the
whole tendency of my letter must have been
to this purpose: let the Lord Jesus and his
cause be glorified, and it mattersnot by what
instrument, or by what form of words.

* ¢I pray you, therefore, my dear brother
in the Lord, tell the church which is with
you, how very highly I prize their affection- -
ate acceptance of my letter. But having said
this, there let it rest. Kindly as you all have
read it, it cannot be fit for print. It was
written in the moment of your question, and
no further. Besides, though 1 have a very
high regard for dear Mr. Fowler, and have
said no more of him than I believe, yet it
would not be suitable or becoming in me to
send forth his character (according to my
views) to the world. The Lord grant that
he may be found faithful, and may iy God,
(if it be for his glory), bless you and him
together. And if the sweet savour of Jesus,
in his person, grace, and favour, be among
you, the account of this, from time to time,
will be more refreshing to my soul, than
though my poor letter was framed in gold.
Be assured, my dear friend in the Lord, that
my poor prayers will follow Mr., Fowler to
Birmingham, and go up before the merey-
seat for you, and him, as oft as I think of you
all, that Jesus’ love may cement you, and
cause great soul prosperity among you : and
like the flock of Christ coming up from the
washing, every one may bear twins, and none
be found barren among you.—Song iv. 2.

“ ¢] beg you to give my brotherly love to
your pastor; and once more say to him,
from me, that as my Lord and his Lord hath
advanced him to great honour, he and
ought to seek increasing grace from the
Lord, to reflect all that honour back again
with great thankfulness to the Lord. It
matters nol what becomes of such poor worms
as we are, provided Jesus is glorified; and
the souls of Christ’s people are precious to
our Lord, yea, very precious ; so ough't they
(and so will they, I trust,) be very precious to
us also. And do tell my brother to be look-
ing out for opposition from without, in pro-
portion as the Lord Jesus makes him useful
within. The servants most employed by
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Jesus will be sure to have most of the devil’s
grudge; and especially if Jesus employs
them in soul comforting and soul-strength-
ening his people, The more Jesus smiles on
them, the more hell will frown., But it is
Jesus who must bear up and bear through all
opposition ; this is his work, and not our's;
and his is the glory to make more than con-
querors all his redeeined, while going on as
one is described, I’salm Ixxi. 13, 14,15, 16;
and always on the look out, as another is re-
presented, 2 Timothy iv. 5, 6, 7, 8.

¢¢¢ Brethren ! the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the commu-
nion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.
Amen,

“*Your’s, in the best of all bonds in
Jesus,

“¢RopeRT HAWKER.””

¢ This journey very much improved my
health and shattered nerves ; but the greatest
mercy was, the cloud went before me, and
the angel of the covenant to keep me in the
way. Having returned to Plymouth in
safety, through the Lord's preserving mercy,
I made known to my wife the result of my
journey ; and I told her, it appeared now
that the Lord’s time was come for me to
leave Plymouth, and to be engaged wholly in
the ministry ; and my wife was quite willing
that I should pursue that course which 1
thought agreeable to the will of God. After
laying the matter many times before God for
direction, I came to a determination to ac-
cept the calt from the people in Birmingham.
I then called on Dr. Hawker, who most affec-
tionately received me. ¢ I thought,’ said he,
¢ that you were at Birmingham; for I have
received a letter from there on your account.’
‘ I judge so,” I said; ‘I made free to refer
them to you for my satisfaction as well as
their's” ¢I have written to Birmingham,’
said the Doctor, ¢ and was glad of an oppor-
tunity so to do on your account.’ After I
had stated my motives, and many things re-
lative to the exercises of my mind respecting
the ministry, and satisfied the Doctor’s many
enquiries relating to my temporal prospects,
he bade me God speed. I may say, thougb

never was ordained by what is called a
bishop, I was ordained by Dr. Hawker in his
study ; and the charge I received from him
I shall not soon forget. He suggested to
me many things as to word, doctrine, manner,
and behaviour, both in the world and in the
church of God, that did credit to his judg-
ment as a venerable and judicious servant of
God. At the conclusion, he said, ¢ Now,
my brother, I beg you to write me without the
least reserve, if you should be under any dif-
ficulty, either in spiritnals or temporals, and
I shall be glad to have an opportunity to
renderyou any service that laysin my power.’
I thanked him for his many kindnesses to
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me in this instance, and for many others
heretofore. ¢ My prayer,” he said, ‘to my
covenant God and Father, shall be, that he
may make you a blessing to the poor people
where you are going.’

“ Dr. Hawker shone bright as a preacher;
but he shone much brighter by his humility,
condescension, and brotherly kindness.”

( To be continued.)

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE, EXPERIENCE,
AND

Happy Death of William Upton,
Of Leicester.

Whom Geod, in his infinite mercy delivered
from the miseries of this sinful world, on
Sabbath Morning, Dec. 20, 1846.

Tue subject of the following memoir was
born in East Bridgford, Nottinghamshire,
on the 24th of January, 1789 ; and at the
age of 13 years, was apprenticed to the trade
of a ¢ Frame-work knitter.” Like other youths,
he lived in sin, and sought the gratification
of his fleshly desires, being by nature a
‘ child of wrath, even as others.’ Nothing
particularly occurred during his youth,
except a dream which he had. He says :—

“ 1 dreamed that the devil came to my
bed-side, and ran a muck fork into my
bowels, and then ran down the street with
me to throw me into hell-fire ; I felt in such
an agony, that the sweat ran off my face in
large drops. I well remember I screamed
and cried aloud ; and all in a moment this
thought struck my mind, ¢ Pragto God !’ I
did so, as well as I could, in my dream, and
then the devil ran away and left me. This
dream made an impression on my mind, and
brought me seriously to think of iny soul's
salvation; but having no one to speak to nie,
and my friends being ignorant of God,
laughed at me, and in process of time these
convictions passed away.

“ When I had served my apprenticeship,
L entered into the army, the ¢ Rifle Brigade ;'
this was in 1810, and was sent the same year
on the Peninsula war, under Wellington ;
and the first night we landed, we were engaged
with the French and Bonaparte ; and six aut
of the nine that enlisted with me, fell in the
field of battle, and thousands of human souls
where hurried into eternity in a short time ;
and yet I was spared. I have had my right-
hand man, and left-hand man shot from me
several times in a day; also my fore-rank
man, and hind-rank man wounded at my feet,
verily God will take care of his elect children,
though in the midst of danger, he ever has
done, and he ever will to the end of time.
From that time, and up to 18I+, we
continued sometimes fighting, sometimes
marching, for three or four months,
without anything to eat except a few green
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beans we got as we marched along the road ;
this, with the rum we had, kept usalive. We
marched through various parts till we reached
the Pyrinees Mountains; there we suffered
severe hardships. We was out at camp that
very hard winter, 1813 ; the time there was
13 weeks frost in England. We lay all this
time exposed to the inclemency ofthe weather,
and was almost literally starved to death with
cold. We continued our march till we ar-
rived at Toulouse; we were engaged with the
French on the 10th of April, from 3 o’clock
in the morning till 4 o’clock in the afternoon,
when we took Bonaparte prisoner, and set
sail for England.

* After resting at Plymouth one month,
the news reached us that war had broken out
in America. We were ordered immediately
to set sail for New Orleans; we had a very
bad passage over the gulf of Mexico, being
three days crossing 1t, and our gun-brigg
was lost, and all hands perished in a watery
grave. When we arrived at New Orleans,
we had to fight for our landing ; when we
landed we were 700 strong, aud when it was
dark at night, the Americans came down on
us; we were fighting all night, and in the
morning there were but 150 of us left, all the
rest were killed and wounded. When I
think of the goodness of God to me a hell-
deserving sinner, it constrains me to cry out,
‘What hast thou done, O my God, in pre-
serving me in the midst of so much destrue-
tion? From America we took shipping for
the West Indies: this was in 1815. When
Bonaparte got his liberty from Elba, we
received orders immediately for Waterloo;
but providence so ordered it, that the wind
was contrary, so we were obliged to lay in
the Downs all night, and therefore could not
get soon enough for the battle. We were so
near the scene of desolation that we could
hear the roaring of the big guns, as if it was
thunder in the heavens. I have often felt
grateful to Almighty God, (while looking
back at this important crisis,) that he caused
the winds to blow contrary, and thus to keep
us from rushing into imminent dangers;
truly there is an all-wise God, and the winds
and the seas obey them.

« We landed at Dogle, and then marched to
Dover, fromthere to Shoreham Cliff, in Kent;
our stay there was three months, and then
the route came to embark for Ireland. From
there we marched to Ramsgate, we then set
sail for Dublin, stayed there two years, and
then marched to Bun, in King’s county;
after staying there half-a-year, orders came
for our regiment to be broken up; and thus,
after about eight years toil and labour, I was
sent home (without a pension) with the root
of the complaint in my constitution from the
eflects of which I am suffering to this day.”

Hitherto the poor old man has with his
own hand given a short detail of his course
of life, a period which which was, in after
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life, a source of regret on the one hand, that
his youth was speut in such debasing frolica,
aud yet on the other a source of th!magiving
to the beneficient author of all his mercies,
who had so kindly preserved his unworthy
life, whilst so many of his companions were
cut off in their sins, and sent to that place
where hope never enters. And he would say
to me, ‘ Thomas, why was I spared ; why was
I not cut down as well as the rest? The only
reason, I find in Ephesians ii. 4th and 5th
verses, ‘the great love wherewith he loved
us, when dead in trespasses and sins,’ We
will hear a little now from his own pen :—
‘“ As soon as I arrived home—this was in
1818 —I got work at my trade, and in twelve
months after I entered into a married life, and
lived in my pative place for six years. Here
I was taken severely ill, and this affliction
was a mean, in the hands of God, of con-
vincing me of my sins. The remembrance
of my former dream was powerfully laid on
my mind, and I thought that I must begin
to alter my course of life, and attend to the
duties of religion; but these convictions
being only natural, they soon wore off, and
I fell back again to my old state till 1824,
when I began again to serve the Lord as well
as I could, with such a religion as I thought
would do to go to heaven with; I began to
attend the Methodist chapel every Sunday.
One Sunday evening while sitting under a
sermon from the barren fig-tree, ¢ Behold
these three years I come seeking fruit, and
find none, cut it down, why cumbereth it the
ground 2’ I began to think the preacher
meant me, for I felt myself to be a barren
tree. I tried to. improvemyself, and to think
more about my soul, attend more to the
duties of religion, and so on, till providence
removed me and my family to Leicester, and
being strangers, we used to go from one
place of worship to another to see which we
liked best; at length, living near the Arch-
deacon Lane Cbapel, which is General
Baptist, we attended there, and both me and
my wife were soon baptised and joined the
society ; but I being unsettled and unstable
in my mind, went to hear the Ranters, and
thought I should get the most good amongst
them : well, here we settled, and both me and
my wife continued members for seventeen
years ; after which period the Lord laid his
afflicting hand on me for good. I then began
to think there was something more for me to
krow and experience before I could reach
the kingdom of Ged. And after my dear
brother Smith came to visit me, I began to
search the Scriptures with more diligence,

Land to examine myself as to my state and

standing in the sight of God, and soon, with

‘the help of God, and my brother Smith

reading to me, and explaining to me the
word of God, by prayer and supplication, I

'became more acquainted with the truths of

the everlasting Gospel; and that blessed
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word does often give me consolation and
comfort when all alone—did I say all alone ?
no; I am, at such seasons, not alone, for the
Father is with me ; glory be to his name, I
am not alone, for the Fatheris withme! He
ja a friend that loveth at all times, and
sticketh closer than a brother.”

Thus far, christian reader, the poor old
man has given us a short detail of his life
and experience. It is true he has not re-
lated much of what he experienced, either
under the Law or Gospel; but it must be
remembered, that what he wrote was upon
his bed, when he was drawing near the
gates of death, and, at my request, as I in-
formed him I should write a brief outline
of his life and experience. After his death,
and during the time I was acquainted with
him, which was four years, I had an abund-
ant evidence of his deep conviction of sin,
and when I look back to the commencement
of that fellowship which, though begun on
earth, will be consummated in heaven. I
cannot but admire the all-wise providence of
God, who, in hisinfinite wisdom, disposeth of
all times, and circumstances, and places, for
the mutual good of his beloved people.

It was in November, 1843, that circum-
stanees of an earthly. nature led me to the
humnble dwelling of this afflicted man. He
appeared then to be fast approaching that
place from whence there isno return. I had
a little conversation with both him and his
wife, and soon peroeived that he had a greater
acquaintance with the Scriptures than many
professors of religion in the present day. I
perceived also, that he wasinameasure taught
by the Spirit of God, though he appeared in
great darkness, as to many of the truths of
the everlasting gospel. Our conversation
turned upon experience, and though I found
he had been a member of the Ranters seven-
teen years, yet I felt a union of soul to him,
while relating something of God’s gracious
dealings with him; there seemed to be a
sincerity and honesty in what he uttered, and
as far as he knew and had sight into the doc-
trine of God’s unchangeable love in Christ
Jesus our Lord, he spoke with firmness and
deeision. These were his words : * T have been
amongst the Ranters many years, hut I could
never see with them, that I could be a child of
God one day, and a child of the devil thenext;
Ibelieve when God put his love in my heart,
it was that I should not depart {rom him, and
(says he) 1 have had many debates with them
on this subject, but could never come to their
point.’ I spoke to him upon the attributes
of the divine being—particularly upon his
unchangability. During our conversation,
Mr. Philpot’s printed sermons were men-
tioned ; I was rather surprised when he in-
formed me he had read some of them, and
liked many things he said in them, but
lho_ught the doctrine of election and repro-
bation was a hard doctrine; and, says he,
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‘ There has been a man here tosee me, whom
I am acquainted with, (mentioning his name)
who believes there are children in hell not a
span long.” I asked—upon what does he
ground his belief? he replied, ¢ I don’t know,
without it is on the ground of election.’
‘ But,’ says I, ¢ this is a wrong inference from
a true doctrine, and whoever the person may
be, you may depend upon it, he is filled with
airy notions about religion, without any
grace in the heart. If he had indeed been
humbled by the mighty hand of God, he
would be employed in profitable conversation
instead of vapouring with these terms. It is
by such men as this, that the great and glo-
rious doctrines of the gospel are made to
appear contemptible in the eyes of the weak
and wavering. We have no warrant for such
an assertion in the Scriptures, and Ineverre-
member to have heard such a sentence come
from either the lips, or pen, of a man of God
in my life.” We read that by sin came death,
and that all Adam’s posterity fell in him, he
being their federa) head and representative;
consequently all, whether young or old, are
born in sin, and by nature children of wrath,
and heirs of hell : but by the second Adam,
the second head and representative, an innu-
merable company of Adam’s fallen posterity
are delivered from curse and condemnation,
from original and actual transgressions, by
virtue of their interest in their public head,
the second Adam, the Lord from heaven; as
we read, as in Adam all his natural offspring
died, so in Christ all his spiritual offspring,
(who are his by his spirit being communi-
cated to them, by virtue of their interest in
the everlasting covenant,) all his are made
alive ; and we believe that children who are
taken away from the evil to come, are taken
to that eternal rest which remaineth for all
God’s people by virtue of the obedience and
death of Christ. They do not go to heaven,
as some affirm, ¢because they are innocent
little things,’ but on the score of God’s ever-
lasting love. There is nottwo ways of being
saved, one for babes, and another for adults,
but one new and living way, which is conse-
crated for us, through the veil, that is to say,
his death. How the grace of God, (which
all must receive who enter heaven,) is im-
parted to babes, we cannot tell, any more
than we can tell how the bones do grow in the
womh of her that is with child. Thisisa
secret which is hid in God, who is the foun-
tain of all secrets, and is called ¢ the only wise
God.! I remember seeing engraved on a
gravestonein a church-yard, a pertinent verse,
which illustrates the subject :——
« Behold Infidelity, turn pale, and die,
Beneath this staue two infants’ ashes lie;
Say, are they lost, or saved ? .
If death’s by sin, they sinn’d, for they lie here ;
If heaven’s by works, in heaven they cant appear;
Ah'! sacred reason, how depraved !
Revere the Bible’s gacred page, the not's untied,
They died, through Adam’s sin, but live, tor Jesus
died.”
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The poor old man seemed pleased with my
conversation, and wished me to call and see
him again. I promised him I would, and a
week after this, I again entered his humble
dwelling. I commisseratedhis low condition,
and yet felt that I was visiting one who was
rich in faith, and an heir of immortal glory,
The poor old man sat by the fire-side, and his
countenance indicated he was an object of
pity ; his complaint was a gradual consump-
tion. He welcomed e by his fire-side in a
chair, when our conversation was again re-
sumed ; he said, * Thomas, I have plenty of
people come to see me, but their talk is all
light and trifling, and I would rather have
their room than their company; I like those
whom I can converse with to edification.
You know I have nothing to look for from
the world, and I wish to be secluded, and
separate from it; I have lived in it for many
years, and have proved that all is vanity and
vexation of spirit. My desire is to have the
few remaining days of my existence here
profitably spent. I have many professors of
religion come to see me, and sometimes their
conversation is anything but edifying.’

During these early seasons of my acquaint-
ance with him, I used to take sowe book to
read to him, as his eyes were so weak, he
could not see to read for any length of time
himself: here I must remark, that for some
time I could not bring my mind to pray with
tbe poor old man; I had never opened my
mouth in prayer in the presence of any one
in my life, and yet I felt it to be my duty as
well as privilege; I felt condemned every
time I left him, and yet I could not overcome
my timidity. I prayed for him when alone,
vea, all the way home, every time I left him;
but this would not satisfy. I felt constrained
to pray with him, and I felt determined to
attempt it; but O, how I was tried in my
soul, no one knows but God above. The old
tempter tried all methods to scare me, and
says he, ¢ You will not be able; if you at-
tempt, you will fail.” In this way, for some-
time, he caused me to desist, but I prayed to
God to enable me, and to keep the devil from
tempting me. When my fears were well nigh
vanished, I determined the next time I visited
him, to attempt to pray with the poor old
man. After having some conversation with
him on my next visit, I read a Psalm, and
then thought to conclude with prayer; but
Satan shut my mouth, filled me with confu-
sion, and caused such an uproar within, that
I went away filled with shame and confusion
of face. And yet I could plead with the
Lord, and tell him that I wished in sincerity
and truth, to open my mouth in prayer with
the poor old man, but was deterred through
timidity and the temptations of satan.

THomMas SMITH.

Leicester, 18477,

(To be Continued.)
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The Church of Christ

HIDDENIN THE SECRET PLACES OF TIIE STAIRS

¢ O my dove that art in the clefts of the rock, in
ihe secret places of the stairs.’”—Cantlcles ii. 14.

Harlk ! wy soul, tis Jesus cries,
Behold the grace that’s in his eyes.
** My dove, thou artin the rock ;
My dove thou art; for thou art clean,”
No spot ar wrinkie can be scen
In Jesus' lovely bride.

Though sin may now be felt within,
Yet sin can never get between
The husbaud and the wife ;
By law the dove is now accepted,
God’s church can never be rejected.
Fear not, my precious dove.

I am the great and mighty Rock,
A glorious refuge for iny flock.
Go smile at Satan’s rage;
My dove is in the precious clifts,
Jehovah's love. Who can doubt this ?
My dove, be not afraid.

Eternal grace and free election,

Ensure the church’s safe protection.
‘What glarious clifts are these!

The flesh of Christ was rent in twain:

The promised tand my dove shall gain,
Thou'rt in my wounded side.

The stairs we know do form a way,

The dove shall hear mmanuel say
Thou art in the secret place;

T’ the chambers of his covenant love

The stairs will lead Jehovah's dove,
Immanuel’s blood-bought race.

Regeneration is a place;

A secret in the stairs of grace :
Ye must be born again;

‘When hope divine is in the soul,

You’ll hear the new man cry and groan,
For pard'ning love and blood.

Repentanee, wrought by God the Spirit,

Proves grace the soul doth now inherit,
The secret of the stairs;

I loathe myself before the throne,

And look to Christ to bring me home:
This is a secret way.

For Jesus Christ [ pant and ery,

For pard’ning blood and love I sigh:
Christ's dove is in this place.

A secret place is hope in Christ,

Who by his blood has paid the price,
Redemption full and free.

Faith is a secret place indeed,
Wrought in the elect, dear Israel's seed,
By God the Holy Ghost;
The soul Jooks then to Christ alone,
’Tis his dear blood for sin aton'd,
To wash them clean and white.

Assurance is a seeret thing,
The dove declares that Christ is King,
And claims kim for her own :
Assurance full, without a waver,
Triumphant in eternal favour,
Walks daily with the Lord.

Joun BunNyan M‘Curr.

Hadlow, Deeember, 1847.
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OUTLINE OF THE
Funeral Sermon for Mr. Geo, Francis,
(Concluded from Page 32.)

Mr. Foreman then read for his text, Heb.
xiii. 7, 8. “ Remember them which have
the rule over you; who have spoken unto
you the wordof God: whose faith follow,
considering the end of their conversation,
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever;” noticing it asfollows :(—

** 1. The occupation of the church in the
ministers of God ; in which I would notice
four things,—1. Their position. 2. Their
labour. 3. Their faith. 4. The end and
intent of their conversation.

“1, His position. ‘ Remember him that
hath had the rule over you. Apply this to
our dear departed brother. Not with a
lordly dominion—not aglord of your faith.
No: you know better than that. It wasin
August, 1813, that the church was formed ;
and it was in that very same year that I was
baptised, and admitted a member of a
church in Suffolk. EHis position was that
of a ruler—not of a lordly imperious tyrant,
nor a ruler of our conscience, so as to de-
prive us of our liberty ; as is the case now
a day. A friend of mine, a barrister, was
conversing with the late Mr. Daniel O’Con-
nell; and he asked him, * When do you
think of religion? °Religion! exclaimed
Mr. 0°C., ‘1 have no time to think of that,
that belongs to the priest, and he’s paid for
it But the position to which our text re-
fers, is to preach the gospel of Christ, and
to minister the laws of Christ. He must be
a watchful shepherd. And has it not been
thus with George Francis? And has not
the Lord given him success? Yes.

“1 congratulate you upon your honour-
able conduct ; in that, when you found he
could no longer work; you did not say he
should not eat ; but have provided for him
in the manner that you have. I don’t be-
lieve you’d have done it though, if the Lord
bhad not ordered it so. Our dear brother
never introduced any of the new fangled
fooleries ; but kept on in the good old way.
1t would have been no good if he had. I
have never heard of anything that could
draw a veil over his character.

2, His labour. O, say you; there is no
labour in talking. Well; I've been in the
farming line; I’ve mowed, and I've reaped,
and I’ve been in harvest field from morning
till night ; but I never knew what it wasto
g0 to bed so tired, as I have since I've been
in the ministry, both body and mind. Great
labour is attached to the ministry, or it is
of little good. A minister once said to Mark
Wilks, of Norwich, that he wanted no stu-
dying; he only wanted to look at his text,
and it all came to his mind at once. ‘ Well,
says Mark, ‘if you can get your sermons as
easy as that, they can be of little profit to
the people.

3. The faith. Now there are many kinds
of faith in existence, but as the Lord has
but ono way of saving his poople—one par-
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don, and one sacrifice; so their faith is
uniform. There may be some trifling dif-
ference, but they are one. It is Christ in
the beginning, Christ in the middle, and
Christ at the end; and a man that does
not know something of this for himself, is
not fit to preach salvation to others. George
Francis admitted that he was a sinner; he
could not live without eating as well ag
others; and he found that none other than
the bread of life sent down from heaven
could satisfy his hungry soul. He be-
lieved in the discriminating mercy of God;
he believed in election as the grand spring
of all; he believed in predestination—
‘ Whom he chose, them he also did predes-
tinate,” &c. He believed in redemption.
As he paid the ransom ; he’ll havethe ran-
somed. He believed that none went to
heaven that were not redeemed by the
blood of Christ; and that none were lost
who were interested in that blood. He be-
lieved in justification; and he believed in
regeneration; that, let a man belong to
any sect he might, unless he had been born
again, he could not enter the kingdom of
heaven. He believed in sanctification ; for
he knew that Christ was made unto us
wisdom, righteousness, and sanctification ;
while final perseverance, and ultimate
glory were grand things to him. Faith is
a conviction on the mind that makes the
man to disbelieve what he once believed;
and to believe that which God impresses on
his mind which he formerly disbelieved.
This faith it was which George Francis
preached, and what he believed.

4. The end and intent of his conversation,
It was © Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever.” Forif he was
not the same at all times, our salvation
would not always be the same. He tikes
the same care of his people now, as he did
of old, for he is the same Jesus Christ now
as he was then, and ever will be. Was
there ever a man aimed more to exalt the
Lord Jesus Christ than did George Francis?

“ 11. The counsel, or advice ziven. ‘ Re-
member them which have therule over you;
who have spoken unto you the word of
God.” Has mot our brother done that?
Well, remember him, then. Did heaim to
exalt himself? no: it was Christ. Then
remember this; and no other willde. And
though he is dead, you are the same ; and
I hope that you have a man that preaches
the same. Your dear departed brother
don’t want your prayers or your thanks—
remember what he preached unto you.
Whose faith follow.”

In conclusion, Mr. Foreman addressed
the aged widow; and the other membhers
of the deceased’s family. When Mr. Fore-
mau had finished, the congregation sang a
hymn composed for the occasion by Mr.
Thomas Stringer, which we shouid here
insert; but want of room compels us to
omit it.

The chapel, which is small, was thronged
to the doors; and very many were unable
to obtain admission.
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The Day of Judgment.
No. ITII.

WE have now to inquire if the judgment
has not commenced—if the evil has not
already began ? Andif it has not, what
means that cessation of power confessed-
ly known and felt among churches?
That famine of the word so keenly ex-
Eerienced by many, even where they

ave the pulpit filled with what they
think and call a good —a first-rate man!
And why that rottenness and disunion
that make little bodies of Christians look
more like a decayed post than a green
olivetree ? more like a dilapidated house
than a little temple of the Lord? And
why, too, that loathing of the heavenly
manna in its native purity, and a han-
kering after something wonderful and
marvellous; if in smiting with judgment
the Lord hath not made the church sick,
as he saith, “ I have wounded thee with
the wound of an enemy; with the chas-
tisement of a cruel one, for the multitude
of thine iniquity, and because thy sins
were increased against me. And now,
why criest thou for thy afflictions >—thy
sorrow is incurable—thou hast no healing
medicines.” And can a heavier judgment
happen to us than the suspension of
divine power ?—a greater evil, than to
have the anointed—the breath of our
nostrils taken from us? Surely not.
Persecution is pothing to this, as that
will keep the soul healthy, and the cheeks
of Jacob like roses; but this makes his
face to wax pale, his knees smite together,
his loins to be unhinged, his belly to
tremble, rottenness to enter into his bones
so that he staggers in the street, and falls
down like a drunken man.

And this judgment has began at us/
the wine cup has been held to our
mouth, and we have drank thereof; and
we have eaten the roll of lamentation,
mourning, and woe, &o that our belly is
bitter with the bitterness of death! And
this fearful internal evil has been going
on for some time, and we even yet wax
worse and worse. We may have had
glimpses of our wound, and sights of our
sickness, but in our ignorance and sot-
tishness, we have turned to physicians
that could not help: for we have called
to Egypt (the world) as though money
could cure the malady. And then, on
the other hand, we have sent to King
Jareb, and had conference with anti-
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christian powers, as though Satan trans-
formed, would or could assist us in the
breach wherewith the Lord hath broken
us! Thus matters have gone on till they
have brought us to the eve of a fearful
erisis—to an outbreak—to an open rup.
ture betwixt truth and error, betwixt
Christ and Belial : and sure Iam that on
the one hand our strength being gone
from the public ministry, and on the
other, by Lge encroachments of civil au-
thority, the weakest must go to the wall,
and to the wall of Babylon too, in whose
temple our goodly pleasant things must
for a short space be hidden !

Now, from the prevalence of this first
step of judgment, we see the saints sink-
ing fearfully into the flesh, so that there
is scarce a soul or place clean from the
nausea of death! Experience is wrapped
in filthy mire; doctrine is corroded with
dross; and prophecy, like windows of
agates, are hidden with curtains within,
and shutters without; and the mere
humble attempt to withdraw the one—
(the ignorance of the mind,)—or remove
the other, (the letter of the word) is
frustrated with the charge of presump-
tion and conceit! And being sunk 1n
the flesh, the saints say, ¢ prophecy unto
us smooth things;’ just such things as
agree with our fleshly judgments, and
lie straight with our traditional notions,
so that the very man who, in some hum-
ble measure, has been qualified to take
the lead, and return to the Lord, is
counted an offender, and his name cast
forth with contempt; so that he findsthe
case of Jeremiah and Ezekiel best to
match with his own, and his only com-
fort to consist in turning from man, and
appealing to his God. He sees that ini-
quity is the cause, and he would cry aloud
against it ; and that sweeping judgments
are the effect, and he would set the
trumpet to his mouth, and warn_the
people, but he is turned upon, and al-
most buried under heaps of obloquy,
sarcasm, and reproach! and thus truth
falls in the streets, and equity isso barred
and bolted out, that it cannot enter!

Then, as the saints sink in the flesh,
we find fleshly principles spring up like
gaudy flowers on a dung-hil, or as weeds
in a garden, and these are called the
fruits of righteousness! = Judgment 1s
but hemlock ; and knowled%f is but
wormwood ! Watchfulness is but preju-
dice; courage is but envy; zeal 1s but
maliciousness ; charity is but self-love;
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humility is but legality ; and valour for
the truth is but cowardice! and the great-
est men are but the greatest babies, ever
in fear of being kidnapped by a fellow
man. Wisdom 1s arrant folly ; and faith
is unbelief ; and thus flesh rules instead
of spirit: and the old man preaches,
writes books, and guides the people, in-
stead of the new. "And surely our turn-
ing of things thus upside down, shall be
esteemed as the potter's clay; and the
Lord shall wipe Jerusalem as a man
wipeth a dish; wiping and turning it
upside down, so that afler the judgment
the crooked shall be made straight, and
the filthy be made clean. (See Isaiah
xxix. 16; 2 Kings xxi. 13.)

Then, again, as we see Zion sinking
into the flesh, we see her children all in
motion like a disturbed ant hill, like bees
vindictive when their hive is shaken; or
like citizens, when they have heard that
their city is taken at one end, some flee
to hide themselves in the secret cham-
bers, some to the house tops, and some
one way, and some another. One cries,
Lo, here! another, Lo, there !—{lee, flee,
haste, save your lives! Thus all is con-
fusion and ferment! so that with the
prophet we may cry, “What aileth thee
now that thou art gone up to the house
tops P thou that art full of stirs—a tu-
multuous city—a joyous city: thy slain
men are not slain with the sword, nor
dead in battle!? they die not by persecu-
tion, either in prison. or at. the stake.”
(Read Isaiah 21 and 22, and think of
Zion in our day.)

Here then is the first step of evil on
the part of Jehovah, a withdrawing of
the power of his Spirit, which leaves us to
the vacancy and emptiness of flesh and
blood, so that Zion becomes like a cot-
tage in a vineyard, a lodge in a garden
of cucumbers : yea, like a besieged city.
Her husband has gone from her, and
given up the dearly beloved of his soul
into the hand of her enemy; and as her
house is left desolate by the departure of
power, the vacancy has been coveted and
seized by another, who saith, ‘I am thy
husband,” and througk his cunning crafti-
ness, he has entered the temple of God!
The bodies of the saints, equally pur-
chased with the soul, are the temple of
God, and here enshrined in misguided
natural affection and judgment, we dis-
cover the false covering cherub in Eden,
the paradise of God, and see him there
empaled both by the natural and the
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perverted first principles of the oracles of
God. Else how can we account for those
many little papacies which we see around
us,and that universal confusion, of which
Satan is the author, spreading out its
ground, and laying its basis even in the
circles of living saints: and be sure that
in this situation he holds doctrine and
promise under control! Don't start,
reader, but look well to thyself, and see
if the cockatrice egg is not laid in thy
bosom; or, what is worse, hatched out
into a fiery flying viper, beauteous, and
fawning, and equally treacherous, as
that which beguiled Eve! Art thou a
believer ? then all the powers of thy mind,
the passions of thy soul, and the faculties
of thy mind, are consecrated ground,
which, by bewitchment becomes enchant-
ed, and forms the very pavement of Lu-
cifer’s pavilion! Look at certain good
men—manifestly good men; what con-
traction of mind, what parrowness of
judgment, what bitterness of spirit, what
grovelling of hope, what declamation of
speech, what hiding from their own flesh
and bones, what hankering for mammon,
what assimmilation to the world, what
jealousy of their own popularity, what
coldness of charity, what laxity of life,
and what enmity to unity, do you behold!
And whence comes it? from heaven, from
men, or from devils? If the latter be
the agents, then that which happened in
type to Israel of old, is happening to us;
the Chaldean robbers have spread them-
selves over our land, and are taking up
the angle and net to catch men, and we
ourselves are as the fishes of the sea be-
fore them ; and like trees and herbs are
we infected, and preyed upon by these
flies, bees, palmerworms, and locusts.
till we are become barren and unfruirful
in the knowlecge of our Lord Jesus
Christ! And these are that great—that
hasty—that bitter nation that cometh up
from the bottomless pit, with the de-
stroyer at their head, which God will
bring over his land to possess the dwell-
ing places that are not theirs, and to
gather unto them all nations, and heap
unto them all peoples, so that the whole
world shall wonder after the beast. And
concerning this judgment it is we have
this astounding exclamation, ¢ O ye des-
pisers, and wonder, and perish; for I will
work a work in your days, which ye will
not believe, though a man declare it
unto you; for lo! 1 will raise up the

Chaldeaus, (literally, robbers or devils ),
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and these constitute the Lord’s great and
wondrous army, as made known by the
prophet Joel, which shall usher in the
great and terrible day of the Lord.

Seving then that we equally come in
contact with these, and are subject to
their power, as Daniel and his fellows
were, when by the Chaldeans they were
carried to Babylon ; we pause and ask,
Is there no way of escape ? Yes; and that
1s spiritual knowledge, as discovered by
the light of God’s truth, relative to the
signs of the times. But if we do not
know ourselves, then these religious
devils cling to us like burs, by reason of
our ignorance, and our darkness, which
is their element; for the true light
of revelation they can no more endure,
than bats or owls can endure the light of
day. And T know that I myself am not,
and by no means can be, free from their
withering paralising touch, only as the
clear light of God’s truth shines upon the
eves of ny understanding : but this truth
is my little sanctuary to shelter me,
should I flee before them, and come even
to Babylon, so that they cannot hurt me
—cannot devour me, should I go into a
furnace lighted up by them, and heated
one seven times hotter than it was wont
10 be heated.

Thus the judgment has set in; the
Spirit of God is deserting us in public
ministrations; the flesh no longer under
restraint, with all its pernicious fruits, is
growing rampant in carnal reasoning:
and this flesh—the flesh of the believer,
1s seized on by the ‘spirits of devils,’ and
the whole course of nature is setinflames
with anti-christian fire, so that the fruits
of righteousness are consumed ; the fields
vield no meat, and joy ; heavenly joy is
withered away from the sons of men, so
that the great bulk of the Lord’s people
are the most miserable and unhappy of
Adam’s race! And as a mystical fire,
burns before this infernal army, and after
them a flame, so, though the land be as
Eden, it becomes a desolate wilderness.
(See Isaiah Ixiv. 9—12.) I am one of
Zion’s sons, and the reader’s willing

servant.
Ww. C. P.

Brenchley.

There were five monks that were studying
what wasthe best means to mortify sin : one
said, meditate on death ; the second, medi-
tate on judgwent ; the third, meditate of the
Jjuysof heaven ; the fourth, meditate on the
torments of hell ; the fifth, meditate on the
blood and sufferings of Jesus Christ; cer-
tuinly, the last is the choicest and strongest
notive of all to the mortifying of sin.
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A WHOLESOME LETTER

To & Drother in deep Afiction,
By a Minister of Christ's Gospel.

My Dear Brother in Zion’s tribulated path,
and companion in the varied discipline of
God's chosen family, clected, loved, and.
precious to Jchoval, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, bound up in the bundle of life, in and
with thy loting and loved Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ ; predestined to all the blessings
of salvation ; appoeinted to endure—not the
soul-destroying judgments of absolute sove-
reignty with all the non-elect—but the gra-
cious, fatherly chastisements of Zion’s cho-
sen sons, whereof all are partakers, more or
less, one way or the other, and all for their
profit and the Lord’s honour and glory.
This is the preordained track of all that are
gone before; hence, then, it will be our
mercy, and our honour indeed, to be followers
of those who through faith and patience are
inheriting the promises; and to endure
chastening under the most gracious annoint-
ings of the Lord the Holy Ghost ;—being
brought in reverence and humility of soul to
the divine footstool, with—*It is the Lord,
let n1M Do whatsoever seemeth HIM good,—
even so Father, for so it seemeth good in thy
sight,~the Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away, blessed be his name.” That this
way is rough indeed, I need scarcely tell my
dear friend, but most surely it is right, ¢ For
he led them forth by a right way to a city of
habitation,”—blessed leader—blessed object,
and blessed end,—but still the promise is,
¢ When thou passest through the fire, I will
be with thee,” which truth was most sacredly
fulfilled in the experience of the three He-
brews, for ¢ I see four, and the form of the
fourth is like unto the Son of God ;’ and so I
see from your letter it has been the same with
you, for most truly must the loss of a dear,
tender, and beloved wife, leaving an infant
family, together with contracted means, em-
barrassed circumstances, the claimns of dis-
satisfied creditors, together with the fangs of
the law taking everything within its grasp,
surely this must be a seven-{old heated fur-
nace ; and yet my brother has had the dear
fourth with him—a most blessed companion
indeed—he that cried out * Foxes have holes
and the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of man hath not where to lay his head.'
He can do what I and many more of the
dear family cannot—go feelingly into the
furnace with you,—for, with all my trials, I
have pever yet lost a dear partner, and been
brought into a state of real pecuniary insol-
vency, which from your letter appears to be
your present situation, as you say you have
surrendered all for the benefit of your cre-
ditors ; and if therc were no probable means
of satisfying all their demands, I should say.
it is the best step you could have taken, for,



THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

be assured, in my estimation, an honourable
insolvent that gives up his all to the claims
of the law, is much more to be respected than
a monied rogue that has the means to pay,
and yet by all sorts of trickery and shifting,
evades the just and lawful demands of his
oreditors. To be poor, my dear brother, is
no harm, but to be roguish is a disgrace to
morality and truth ; therefore, try and cbeer
up, my dear friend, ‘the Lord sitteth upon
the clouds, and reigneth king for ever. The
beasts of the forest are his, and the cattle on
a thousand hills ; the gold and silver is his
alone, and he can, and I doubt not, will in his
own time open up something that will prove a
means of furnishing you with enough of the
bread that perisheth to satisfy your absolute
wants, though perhaps in such a way as you
may little think; should the brook dry up,
and the ravens cease to hring their necessary
supplies, the prophet shall not starve, but be
directed to a poor widow with nothing in her
house but a little oil and a bit of meal, just
enough for her and her son, and both to die;
but no, the hand of the Lord was in it, ¢ and
the meal did not waste, or the oil fail, till the
Lord sent rain on the earth;’ and be assured,
my Brother, there is the same God now to
supply thy real wants, and he will, * for my
God shall supply all your needs.’

COPY OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY

The late Mr. John Stevens,
When at Gravesend, dated July 15, 1847.

My CHRIsTIAN BrOoTHER,—Grace and peace
be with you and yours, and with all the
brethren in Christ Jesus. I trust I may
say that my inward strength is still improv-
ing, though waiking is hard work to me, and
never was very easy. I thank all my friends
at Salem for the friendly interest taken by
them in.iny welfare, and especially for their
fervent prayers on my behalf. In iy apart-
ment, and when ramnbling in the fields I bear
them in remembranee. The good Lord be
with you on the coming day of our Lord
Jesus ; may the Holy Spirit rest upon the
good men who may officiate among you, and
render Salem the seat of peace and joy in the
Redeemer’s name, and through the eternal
Spirit of our God.

I hope to return next Thursday, and may
the mercy of God attend my future labours
among you: he can work by feeble means I
know, aud this is some encouragement to his
feeble servant, less than the least of all saints
i3 my experience; the greatest of all blessings
is my hope. My mercies seem too large for
me, but I know they are not too large for
my Lord to give. O how great is his good-
ness! but how poor and frail are all my ser-
vices for him and his cause among men!

45

Had he not placed me under grace, I must
have been for ever undone. 1 was born a
captive sold under sin, and should have died
in my chains, if the Prince of Life had not
taken pity on me, and found aransom for me ;
at the price of his own life he ransomed me,
and I feel thatall I am, and can do, and
suffer, are justly his right. I can never be
my own, being thus bought with an immense
price. My happiest mnoments have heen
engaged in his service, when he has dzigned
to accompany me in my employment. [ am
glad to belong to him, and to know that he
does mnot turn away his cld servants when
their weakness is increased.

Please to assure all my dear friends of my
remembrance of them in my affections and
prayers, My desires are for their best in-
terests, and my hope is that I may be
strengthened a few days to assist them in
their duties and enjoyments. To yourself
and all my esteemed brethren in office I
would affectionately present my sincere
thanks for the interest and labour taken by
you all in the peace and welfare of my be-
loved flock in the day of infirmity.

Your grateful pastor,
JoHN STEVENS.
¢ T have waited for thy salvation O Lord !’
The Death of John Strachan,

OF CHELSEA.

READER !—How thin is the partition be-
tween this world and another! How short
the transition from time to eternity ! no-
thing but the breath in our nostrils; the
transition may be made in the twinkling
of an eye. In the December number I ob-
served recorded the death of Mr. Walter
Strachan. [ write a few lines respecting
the death of his father, Mr.John Strachan,
who left this vain world to join the assem-
bly of the first-born, whose names are
written in heaven, December 23rd, 1847 :
aged 68. About eight yearssince, the good
Lord was pleased to turn his feet Zion-
ward; he was baptized and joined the
church at Beulah chapel, Chelsea, Feb. 28,
1841. Since that time he has been constant
to the means of grace; a warm friend to
the cause; much beloved by his brethren
and sisters in the Lord; a steady walker,
not much elated with joy, but was led by
degrees to find Jesus precious, and to fix
his soul’s salvation entirely on him who
never casts away his people. In his last
illness he was very composed ; never heard
to murmur or complain; his mind was
fixed on this motto, ‘ The Lord does all things
well” When the writer saw him in the
last stage of his affliction, he bad no doubts
or fears, and when I said ‘darkness may
returny he warmly answered me, ‘ My Lord
will never leave or forsake me.! He lived by
faith on tho Son of God ; when asked,if he
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kuew what Job said; he answered, ‘yes.’
He said, ‘ I know that my Redeemer liveth.
And so I can say it without a doubt. And
therefore I have mnot the least fear. The
same blessed testimony he invariably made
to his family and friends. His christian life
was short compared with many; for brevi-
ty’s sake, 1 omit the former part of his ex-
perience, although, like others, he was then
subject to changes, from hope to fear, and
from fear to hope. e was interred in
Brompton cemetery, January 2, 1848, in
the same grave in which his son and wife
were laid—the latter, about twelve months
ago,and the son last November; there they
rest in hope until the resurrection morn,
when all the dead in Christ shall rise to
life and joys divine;

Yes, he is gone, and gone to be

Yor ever with the eternal three,

His mansion is above ;
Chosen, redecmed, and sanctified,
He dwells with Jesus glorified,
Absorb’d in covenant love.

Mr. Wallis, who is supplying at Beulah
Chapel, spoke over his grave, and preached
the funeral sermon from his last words—
‘I know that my Redeemer liveth.’ J. W

Restoration of Mr. Samnei Milner.

DEAR SIR:—As you kave noticed in your
last number the dangerous illness of our
esteemed pastor, Mr. S. Milner, of Reho-
both Chapel, Ratcliffe Highway, I will
now state that in the beginning of Decem-
ber, he was brought down so low, that
death appeared inevitable; and when this
sad news reached the church, the deacons
proposed a special prayer meeting to call
upon the Lord on his behalf; and on Sun-
day afternoon, Dec. 5th, the church met,
and a solemn meeting it was—for I believe
it was a prayer meeting ; for each one felt
the solemnity and importance of the ex-
pected death of a faithful and a heloved
minister. But, the Lord in his tender
mercy heard our united supplication, and
granted our petition; for on the following
week, he blessed the medical means re-
sorted to, and thus he rebuked the disease,
and said, live; and declare the goodness of
God. Hope now sprung upin every breast
when the doctor said there was hope of his
recovery.

Mr. Foreman, Mr. Wyard, Mr. Hewlet,
Mr. Bonner, Mr. Killen, and others kindly
cupplied the pulpit during his illness, and
on'Jan. 2nd, Mr. Killen preached the new
year sermons; his text in the morning was
* Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever,” and in this sermon he
spoke of the eternal security of every one
of God’s elect, and that they were saved
with an everlasting salvation, and that
Christ as their surety was responsible for
every one of them, being called and regen-
erated by the Holy Bpirit, and of their
final appearing with him in glory; and
that their salvation is as sure, and as cer-
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tain as the throne of God. And in the
evening he preached from “ And we know
that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose,” and he
entered very sweetly into the mysterious
workings of providence in the history of
the ancient saints; particularly with
Abraliam, Isaac, and Jacob, and of Jo.
seph’s dreams, of his being sold, and sent
down into Egypt; there falsely accused,
and put into prison; there being delivered,
and raised to that emiuent station of being
lord over all the land of Egypt; then his
brethren coming before him, and Simeon
being taken ; while poor old Jacob iscrying
out all these things are against me, but at
length he was enabled to say “ Tis enough,
Joseph my son is yet alive, I will go down
and see him before I die;” and many other
circumstances he spoke ofin a christian’s
experience, which was made a blessing to
many souls, and I for one could say it was
a feast of fat things to my soul; and after
the sermon about 150 sat dowm to the
table, and Mr. Milner broke bread, and in
his prayer and address, he pathetically
spoke of the mercy, and the consoling, and
supporting presence of God, which he had
experienced during his illness, and he
spoke of the difference between the painful
and ignominious dying of Christ while
suspended on the cross, and of the Christian
lying on a sick bed; for a Christian had
many little comforts, while Christ, when
parching with thirst, was denied a drop of
water, and to aggravate his painful suffer-
ings, they gave him vinegar mixed with
gall; and in all his anguish he had no
friendly hand to wipe the sweat from his
agonizing and distorted brow; while a
Christians had friends to assist and sym-
pathize with them in all their sufferings
and pain; and, more especially the all
supporting hand of God being with them,
and giving strength equal to their day, b
speaking comfort and consolation, an
placing beneath them higeverlasting arms,
and giving them resignation to his un-
erring will, and to rest in his embrace,
saying— Let the Lord do what seemeth
him good, I will trust and not be afraid.”
Thus we truly had a very solemn, but a
very blessed time at Rehoboth Chapel on
January 2nd, 1848. :

And now may the Lord’s blessing attend
this humble attempt to exalt his name, i8
the prayer of one who feels himself daily
to be the least of all saints, and the chief
of sinners. THOMAS HALL.

Limehouse, London.,

NINTH
Anniversary of Surrey Tabernacle.

MucH of a condemnatory character has
been said against Anniversaries; and we
must confess that very frequently an un-
holy useis made of these occasions by many.
Nevertheless, we can see no reason why
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churohes aud ministers should not meet
together to celebrate and to acknowledge
the goodness of God towards them ; to unite
in proclaiming the glorious truths of the
overlasting gospel ; and to encourage, to
comfort, and to edify one nnother in the
good old ways of our Gospel Zion. We are
told that we have no scriptural authority
for theso annual mcetings. Indeed! TLet
us turn for & moment to God’s word, and
inquire if this statement be correct. To
gay nothing of the various festivities under
the law; we find it distinctly said in Judges
xxi. 19—that “There was a feast of the
LoRrD ¢n Shiloh yearly; in a place which
was on the north side of Bethel (toward
the sun rising—margin) on the high-way
that goeth up from Bethel to Schechem,
and on the south of Lebonah.” If viewed
in a spiritual, gospel light, what a striking
and blessed scriptureis this! It was a
feast of the Lord’s; sois the gospel ; it was
held in Shiloh :—(in Christ) and so on.
Surely, thig scripture is not against saints
meeting to worship and to declare the
wondrous works of their covenant Triune
Jehovah. Again—How beautiful a descrip-
tion of such gatherings in Zion, is that
cxxii. Psalm :—* Jerusalem is builded as
a city that is compact together : whither the
tribes go up : the tribes of the Lord; unto
the testimony of Israel ; to give thanks un-
to the name of the Lord.’ Is there any-
thing here against the holding of meetings
by the living in Jerusalem? Certainly
not! Inthe Acts of the Apostles abundant
proof mighty be adduced in favour of these
annual assemblies—but our space forbids
us saying more than this, that it is our
humble opinion anniversaries shoild be
held with a three-fold design. First—to
exalt, to worship, and to adore our most
glorious and blessed Lord. Secondly—to
give the different members of the different
churches an opportunity of speaking one to
another of what the Lord has done for
their souls, And, thirdly—to unite to-
gether for the help, encouragement, and
temporal benefit of such poor ministers
and churches as really are in necessitous
circumstances. As, for instance, if “ No
Collgetion” is required at the Surrey Taber-
nacle, for dtself, how consistent with gospel
Principles would it be, if a collection was
made and sent to such of the poor servants
of Christ as are in depths of poverty and
distress; and many such we know there
are. This would, to say the least of it, be
commendable, and strictly in accordance
with the apostolic rule. But, we forbear
Baying moro at the present. Letters and
testimonials which have reached us from
various parts of the country, expressive of
the destitution of many churches, and
acknowledged ministers of Christ urge us
onward in our contention for practical
¢harity among the churches and ministers
holding and” preaching the doctrines of
Sovereign grace. A correspondent has
furnished us with an outline of the pro-
coedings at the Surrey Tabernacle on tle
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5th of January last. We would gladly in-
sert the whole of it : but it is impossible;
We make an extract or two. He says—

“Three sermons were preached — the
minister of the chapel with his accustomed
zeal, spa