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A Tlew Dear’s Address,

TO SINNERS OF ALL SORTS, AND MINISTERS OF ALL SIZES.

FeLLow-MoRTALS, AND CHRISTIAN MEN,—
In commencing the fourteenth volume of this
work, there is a large variety of subjects
which present themselves as candidates for
our contemplation and discussion ; but as our
Iimits are scant, and the demands upon our
columns overwhelming, we are compelled to
hold in the reins of our thoughts, and simply
address ourselves, in a few practical words, to
five distinct classes of persons.
First, To our Readers.

: Becondly, To our Correspondents.

- Thirdly, To our Fellow-labourers in the
Ministry.

Fourthly, To our Benefactors.
Lastly, To Qurselves.

. 1. To our Readers. We-~confess we are
sensible of the imperfections of our work, and
therefore, that so many of you, — perhaps
more than ten thousand monthly,—should
have continued to look upon us, and still
hold up our hands, is a marvel; especially
when we know that not a few of the
pastors of our churches use all their in-
fluence to denounce us;—when we reflect
upon the. immense number of other publi-
cations constantly issuing, and when we con-
sider the huge difficulties under which we have
laboured, we are anxious most unreservedly
to thank you for the patronage you have be-
stowed upon us; and as we have testimonies,
not a few, that THE EARTHEN VESSEL has
been an instrument of good to many souls, we
earnestly crave your continued and persever-
ing support, beseeching you, not only to read
it yourselves, but that you circulate it in your
neighbourhoods, among your friends, and that
you send it to other shores, and other climes,
where multitudes of our countrymen are now
migrating, and are truly pleased when tidings
from British Zion come to their hands.

There are, at least, six difterent kinds of
readers for whose soul-profit we would labor.

(1). Such as are yet strangers to Christ, and
have no saving knowledge of his dear naine,
When we commonced this EAKTEEN VES:EL,
one desire we had, was, to publish the essential
truths of the gospel in such interesting and
attraoting forms, and by such soul-stirring
facts, as might eatch hold of the minds of
many who would not read dry arguments, or
naked essays on the doctrines and duties of

Vor. XIV.—155.

Christianity, but who might be induced to
read such notable stories as we this month
give of the martyrdom of the Christian
woman of Chipping Sudbury; and, thereby,
under God’s blessing, might be led to con-
sider of their ways, be pricked in their hearts,
and to cry out, * What must I do to be
saved P’ And to meet such an inquiry, we
are deeply concersed at all times, that the
Holy Spirit should enable us, mimisterially
and editorially, to “go through the gafes,’’—
that is, to open up the way of salvation as
purposed in the covenant of grace; as fully
accomplished by the dear Redeemer; as de-
clared in the gospel, and as revealed in the
hearts of the whole election of grace by the
Eternal Spirit himself;—to gather out the
stones, and to lift up a standard to the peo-
ple, that so we might, as Paul says “by all
means save some.’’ !

Are any of our readers of this class now
saying, * Ok, but my sins, my sins are greater
than can be forgiven! The difficulties of my
saloation too great to be overcome?’ We
would say to such, as John Flavel once said,—
“ There i3 merit enough in his blood, and
mercy enough in his bowels, to justify and
save such as thou art.” And if there is in
one corner of thy poor penitent heart the
smallest grain of grace that can be, if there
be in thy poor weeping eye the most imperfect
looking unto Jesus for a full and a free salva-
tion, although thy sins burden thee, and Satan
hinders thee, yet certain it is,

The time of love will come,
\When thou shalt clearly soe
Not on!y that he shed his blood,
But you shall say, For ME,

Solf-deceiving souls, is anotber class of
readers we would labour to be useful to. This
is an extraordinary day for making the gospel
amusing, pleasant and suited to the natural
desives of the natuval mind. Wo have the
gospel and ten-gardens, religion and bazaars,
preaching and publie excitement, all so asso-
ciated togethcr, that the old-fashioned way of
taking up the cross and fullowing the Saviour
is almost unknown ; and the pathway of tri-
bulation is despised : and those who contend
for that salvation which begins in broken
hearts, and is evidenced by a suffering for
Christ, are looked upon as enemies to the
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cmnmon weal; they are denounced as bigots,
and scorned, shunned, and shut out of the
ye]c of the fashionable Christian eircle, as the
Yeper wae in oldew times. The number is not
small in these days, © who easily take up &
ratisfaction of their interest in Christ;”” and
immedintely, many. of them become zealous
teachers, lecturers, preachers, ov missionaries,
while there is mueh cause to fear they know
neither the terrors of the law nor the sove-
reign .remedies of the gospel. * Remember,
friend (says a Devonshire deep taught scribe),
remember, whatever plausible encomiums men
may pat thy dark head with, however much
thou mayest flatter thine own soul that
heaven is thine, remember, thy final sentence
s not yet come from the mouth of thy Judge ;
anid what, if after all thy self-flattering
hopes, and groundless confidences, a sentence
skould come from him quite contrary to that
of thine own heart, and to that of thine own
JSavourite minister, WHERE ART THOU THEN P
What an awfully confounded sinner thou then
wilt be ! Christless, speechless, and helpless,
all at once!” Oh, be not deceived! if thou art
building for cternity, be sure that our poet’s
words must be the #italizing exp;ession of thy

, 1 -.soun Bocxk, I stand;
d 1§ sibking sand.

Ln"timé, God epporated three leads

3
Ig

crs,%_' d his ancient people safely-2-Moges,

the lag=giver, 1é&them out of Egypt through

these¥ to Sinai; Aaron, the priest, led thetd
to'the bleedin g macrifice, and to thd‘taberna'cle,i
to seek for theblessings of parden and peace ;
David, the kingyfed them to vjetory, to the

ark of the coveiiant, and to the kingdom.

The law must be pur schoolmaster until Christ

comes, :

To b&'0? ein the double cure,
To cleanse you from its guilt and power.

Then—and only then, can he say to you
¢ Come, ve blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world.” We are exceedingly jealous ;
because we fear soul-deceiving work is now
rampant: and to unmask the mere letter-
preacher—to undeceive the priest-ridden,
should be our aim, and the great aim of all
who are ambassadors indeed for Jesus Christ

Covetous worldly-minded professors are an-
other class of readers we would lahour to reach,
We boast not. No.—God forbid. But we
may say, we have s%ent the greater part of
our life—and many undreds of our own—
end of other people’s stores—in endeavouring
to publish THE PURR GospPeL oF CHRIST.
We have been dashed hither and thither, while
eailing in the gospel ship, and all that hagbeen
given us, we have as freely given again, But,
Ob, what wretched clenching of fists; what
covetous souls; what defrauders of Zion, have
we knownand seen! To them we would cay—
Beware ! lest the dust of the earth so get
into thine eyes that thou never see the beauty
or the necessity of Christ. There have been
thousands, who have had their pews, their
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a guilded napkin, and thon turned them off
into hell. inisters, Deacons, and gospel
professors all!— Many of you have slandered
us because we have been over willing in trying
to do good—and we have been too often in
error, we will confess—but unto many of you,
we dare to eay—(for we know some of you
better than you, think we do—we say), beware,
lest, at last, it be said to you—* Remember,
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thygood things,”
&e., &c. O, covetous professors, beware.

There are also loose and careless hearers of
the gospel. The Lord help us, to contend for a
holy faith, and for fruits becoming the real
disciples of Christ ! '

There are some who have been great sinners
—but they have obtained mercy; we would
labour to stir them up to give full proof of the
verity of that word, where much is forgiven,
that much forgiveness produces an abundance
of love to the Great Forgiver. There is one
more class of readers, they are those who live
on Christ—witk Christ—and for Christ. Oh,
happy men! tocheer you, and comfort you,
shall be our constant aim, by all the mind and
material our Lord shall give,

Secondly, In addressing our Correspondents,
we are confounded. Their liberality has so
far exceeded our limits, that our arrears are
dreadful to look upon. Many are offended,
and consider we deserve to be driven from our
editorial chair; we are often of the same mind ;
It as there is a difficulty in finding another
‘Issachar—(please to read Genesis xlix. 14,)
e must continue to do the best we can, o
r}(vmg as the Providence of God, and the pa-
tience of the people, permit us here to toil.
‘We have a number of valuable papers which
we hope to give shortly—and communications
experimentslly, and historically, illustrative
of the Grace of God in Zion, will at all times
receive our most eareful atiention.

Thirdly, To our Benefactors—those kind
friends who have responded to the proposition
of the committee. for.the redemption of this
publication, we are specially grateful. Some-
thing like £80 has been subscribed towards the
£260—the price at which THE EARTHEN
VEsSEL was transferred again to us. The
suma contributed have been, for the most part,
small; but the testimonies of usefulness for-
warded with tbose sums, have encouraged our
hope that our labour is not in vain. There
are few, if any who know the painful position
we occupy, in pecuniary matters.  Our prin-
cipal desire for time, is, to live and labour,
until it shall be seen that our faith in the pro-
mises which lay at the end of the ninety-first
Pealm, has not been of a false .and fatal
character,

Fourthly, To our Brethren, the Pastors and
Ministers of the word, we are disposed to
write at some length, but space cabpmot be
allowed : this privilege is dcforred ; although
The Prescnt Character and Condition of the
Gospel Ministry is a subject which an able and
an 1mpartial mind might discuss to great ad-
vantage.

A few words must suffice, And first of all,
we would express our most hearty thanks unto

places, and their pompous persons in the vis.
ible chureh, over whose eyes Satan has drawn

]l who have in any mcasure co-operated with
us in Inbouring to disseminate the truth as it is
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in Josus: and cvon to thoso good and gra-
cious mon who do not recognise us, wo can
most heartily say—as the sainted John did to
his well beloved Gaius—* beloved, we wish
above all thinge that thou mayest prosper,
and bo in hoalth.” The times which have
beon passing over our churches in London,
have been severely trying. An extraordina
and an unusual excitement like a whirl-wind,
has been driving through us: nearly every
church in the metropolis has been sifted and
shaken: some few ministers have been
shaken too. The excitement has been
cnough to seatter our churches to the winds;
but it has not done 80 : with one or two ex-
oeptions, every minister of truth has stood
his ground—and the greater portion of the
living in Jerusalem have stood fast by their
ministers; and althou%h 111iv;v]e argm far from h:
very prosperous gtate of things, still, upon t:
whglef, thg:e is a great cause for thanklf’ulness,
and wo trust that the ssnctifying and the sav-
ing TRUTH of the Now Covenant will be seen
to be more triumphant than ever, after these
exciting influences have found their level;
and we by no means wish toinsinuate that the
excitement has been productive of evil; it has
stirred all the churches to their very centre;
and we hope the best results will follow. Albeit
we must speak again.

Ministerial brethren, let us be heard for
one moment., There is gathering around us
a large amount of the profession of truth
without the power of it. There are many who
are running, and many more are seeking har
to run, who have a clear sounding bell, bu
we fear it is not the golden Bell; neither is
there the pomegranate with it; the conse-
quences are divisions, dissatisfactions, and
weaknesses. We want living, soul-feeding,
edifying, ministers. The churches, from one
end of the land to the other, are crying out
for ministers who have weight and sterling
worth about them ; but they are rarely to be
found. Brethren, we want that ¢ double
portion’ of the 8pirit’s unction, whichshallen-
able u3 to open up two deep places—the word
of God—and the sinner’sheart. It isnot talke
ing about the word, nor talking to the people,
thot effects the vital change: we must
through God enter into the word and through
€t into the souls of the people ; then, and not
till then, will our Churches revive, We have
some men of this character; and their min.
istry isa greatand a growing blessing. The
Lord long spare them, we pray. Brethren—
pray for us—and aid us, in contending for all
that is vital—for every branch of Truth which

- comes from heaven—and for that ministry
which commends itself to the consciences of
men—driving out Satan with all his base de-
lusions. As instruments in the hands of the
Almighty, it lays with you, brethren in the
winistry, to give us an immense amount of
help in the year now commenocing. You can
send us communications of a valuable character
drawn from your own studies, from your own
experionces, and from your own observations:
and you can speak for us, if the Lord shall so
stir up your pure minds, as to constrain you
to remember THE EARTHEN VEssgL. It we
are ministers of Christ’s own making, we are

THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

7

all aailing in one ahip—and on our banner jsd
inseribed,
Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding!
‘We are all sailing under one Captain—
Jerovar JirEn__Immanuel God with us!
We ars all looking toward one port—
The desired haven.
We are all anxious to enter into one city—
The oity of theliving God.
We must all pass over one Jordan—
~The narrow stream of death.
We shall all descend to one level—
Dust thou art—and unto dust thou must return.

We all hope to appear in the likeness of His
resurrection—

The dead in Christ shall rise first,
Woe all pray to be received with one welcome—
Come ye blessed of my Father,
And then we shall all unite in one song—
. Worthy the Lamb, that died, we'n':_x_—x,
For he was slain for ua. :

Naw, then, brothren.
Faremen — d
Murrel-men—hi; ;
Palns ithy and pleasing

ers:
8 illiamsons — determined Joneses —
pising Ahrahamses—witty Bowlases
Attwoods—wing clipped Birds—ef-
flicted Nwhpa—fine-threaded Chiverses—pro-
found Cozenses—argumentatjge Boxers—fruit-
ful Butterfields—lively Dawlges—affectionate
Hankses — meditative Hazletons — sterling
Flacks—angry Gunners——out-spoken Greens
—timid and trembling Whittegges=lou i-
trumpet Haslops — courteous kindly
Wyarde—sharp and shrill little Meereses—
%ahant and particular Moyles—hot-hearted
arkers — Lutheran Stringers — attracting
Vaughans—high and holy-minded Luckins—
teaching Ponsfords — literary Wilkinses —
carry-all-before-ye Corbitts—soft and savoury
Wigmores—learned Brunts :-—Yea, whatever
may be our natural caat, or our Gospel posi~
tion, let us, one and all, *“ Cease to do evil, and
learn tb do good.”” Let us study to shew our-
selves approved unto God, workmen that need
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth; and if we cannot love one another
a8, perhaps, we should aim to do, let us strive
to provoke one another unto love, and to good
works, and that with the great apostle wo may
say, ‘ And his graece which was bestowed upon
me was not in vain, but X laboured more abun-
dantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace
of God which was with'me.” Whatever others
may do, we say, Good Lord! let this bo the
ono great aim of THE EARTHEN VESSEL.
Lastly, A word to Ourselves. We have
looked into the glass of the Holy Word to see
if there was any oonfirmatory resemblance.
In the distance, we saw something like it in
the builders of the seeond temple; but our
views thereof; and our viows as regards this
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Yur darling employment, must be left until
February, Ye see how large a letter, and how
little therein, . we have written. The finale
ie reserved. DBal, in parting, of every friend

#ve ask this one favour—give us your prayers,
your persevering aid, and that 1858 may be a
good year for Zion—for all her sons, and for
every one of her taithful servauts,—is the
prayer of their willing servant,

Tue EpIToR.
Early in the year it is proposed to hold an
aggregate meeting on behalf of THE EARTEEN
VESSEL.

Our Rustralion FHnils.

THE FATAL
WRECK OF TIIE <« DUNBAR,”

WITH SPECIAL INFORMATION IN LETTERS
TROM ME, H. DOWLING, SEN., BAPTIST
NINISTER, OF LAUNCESTON; TFROM H.
DOWLING, JUN., ESQ., THE MAYOR OF
LAUNCESTON; AND FREOM OTHER PER-
BOXNS,

LasT month we recorded the terrible calamity
of the loss of & vessel, called ** The Dunbar,”

139 passengers sank to risc no more
me-state, and among them the eldest

thagrenerable Mr. Dowling, her
o children, and servant.
oHoWing dee teresting letters,

much comfortable information is derived as
regards the family here referred to. In
it 15 to us very plain that Mr. Bowlinp’
daughter was deeply convinced of the near-
ness of her departure, although she mnever, it
may be, thought that it wounld be in such a
way. 'This is proved by the verses she sent
to her brother, and which are given below.

(To the Editor of TEE EARTHEN VESSEL.)

Drar Mz. EpIToR.—ENCLOSED are copies,

and extracts, of letters received from (Laun-
ceston) Henry Dowling, Sen., and Henry Dow.
ling, Jun. ; they will be read with much inter-
est and sympathy by many friends who know
Henry Dowling, Sen., and his family ; it is
wonderful with what resignation the grace of
God enabled tbe dear old man to bear such
dreadful tidings.

Henry Dowluog, Jun., was in his officia) ca-
acity, as Mayor of Launceston, engaged re-
ieving emigrants on the Sunday atfternoon,

and had just sat down from prayer and praise
to God for their safe arrival, when a letter
was put into his hand from Sydney, contain-
ing the dreadful intelligence of the wreck of
the ¢ Dunbar,” and loss of 139 passengers
and crew, out of 140 (only one man, Johnson,
remained alive); among those were eight of
his own family; a sister, her husband, and
six dear children, within sight of the harbour.

You bave doubtless secn all the particulars,

in the papers, therefore I need say no more.

I leave 1t in your hands, and remain, yours in

Christian bonds, THO8. STIDSTONR,
7, 6t. George’s Place, Brixton, Dec 12, 1857.

Mr, Kilner Waller, the devoted hushand of
jastor Dowling’s daughter, was baptized by

)t
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the late David Denham, some years sines, in
Unicorn Yard Chapel. He was considered
a sound hearted Christinn man, and some
prophesied that he would live to occupy Mr.
bu\vling's pulpit whenever it should please
the Lord to call him home. But alas! how
vain are all our thoughts, many times. We
rejoice to know this catastropbe was but a
chariot to take him and his beloved wife home
to glor{]. Oh! what a sudden transition!
Ah?! who can tell what that is, to be ¢ 45-
sent from the body, and present WITH THE
LORD?

We give, first, the following communica-
tion from the Junior Mr. Dowling, the
Mayor of Launceston. It is headed—

OBITUARY.

On the night of Thursday, the 20th ult., throngh
the melancholy wreck ofthe ship Dunbar, near
the entrance of Sydney harbour, after a previously
prosperous voyage from London—Mr. Kilner Wal-
ler, aged 41 years, son of the late Captain Edward
Waller, of H.M, 87th Regiment Roval Irish Fusi-
liers, and brother of Mr. J. G. Waller, of Wynard-
square, Sydney ; also Hannah Maria, his wife, and
daughter of the Rev. Henry Dowling, of Laun-
ceston, Tasmania; also their six children, Mary
Dowling, aged 13 years; Edward Kilner, aged
9 years: Kate KElizabeth, aged 8 years; Maria
‘I'nercsa, aged 6 years; Arthur Henry, aged 4
years and three mooths ; John Leonard, aged 3
years; and the servant accompanying them, were
all lost. :

Eztract from aletier from M. G. Waller, Sydney :

“ I discovered my darling Maria thrown up in

rom the sceue of the disaster. She was decently
clad in her night. dress, and having all the ap-
pearance of a placid death, and a cheerful and con-
fiding submission to the will of a wise and never
erring God. Poor Polly (her daughter) lying close
beside her.”

MANY friends of my late sister and her
beloved husband, will feel an interest in this
melancholy recital. On a very recent occa-
sion, writing to a christian friend here, she
expressed an apprehension that she: should
not live to reach her adopted country; and
gave utterance to some desires in event of her
husband and children being deprived of her
maternal care. 1ln this letter she enclosed a
Eaper, with her initials attached, which, to

er family, possesses much interest, for in her
letter she expressed her appropriation of the
verses to her own experience and desires.

The one suhject—* Nearer to Thee'’—
seems peculiarly and almost sublimely adap-
ted to associate with her recent departure and
present employment. The other subject is a
fitting exhortation, as from her sainted lip to
her sorrowing relatives and friends, that the
bow submissively to her Heavenly Father's
will. HeNry DowriNg.

Launceston, 8th Bept. 1867.

The following two beautiful pieces are the
lines she enclosed :

“ NEARER TO THEE.”

Neares, my God, to Thee,—
Ncarer to Thee !
E’en though it be a cross
That raiseth me;
8till all my song shall be,

m;&?ne of the bays of the harbour, about three miles

Nearer, wy God, to Thee,
Nearer to Thee!
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Though tike n wanderer, .
The sun gone down,
Darktness comes over me
My rest a stone,
Yet in my drenms I'd be
Nearer, my God to Thee,—
Nearer to Thee!

There let my way appear
Stepsinto heaven ;
All that thou sendest me
In mercy giv'n;
Angels to beckon me
Nearer, my God, to Thee,—
Nearer to Thee!

Then with my waking thoughts
Bright with thy praise,

Out of my stony griefs
Bethel I'l ralss;

S0 by my woes to be

Neurer, my God, to Thee:
Nearer to Thee!

And when on joyful wing,
Cleaviny the sky;

Bun, moon and stars forgot,
Upward I fly;

8till allmy song shall be,

Nearer, my God, to Thee;
Nearer to Thee!

“THE CUP WHICH MY FATHER HATH
GIVEN ME, SHALL I NOT DRINK IT.”
Musixe of all my Father’s love,
(How aweet itis!)
Methought I-heard a gentle voice—
¢ Cbild, here’s a cup—
I've mixed it —drink it up.”
My heart did sink—I could no more rejoice.
O Father, dost Thou love thy child?
Then why this cup {
# One day, my child, Isaid to thee_
Here is a flow’r
Pluck’d from a beanteous bow'r :
Did you complain? or take it thankfully !

“ One day T gave thee pleasant fruit
From a choice tree :
How pleas’d, how grateful you did seem :
You said—I love
Thee ; faithful may I prove :
Your heart was full, with joy your cyes did beam.
¢ That flower was mine, that fruit was mine;
This cup is mine,
And all that's {n it comes from me."”
Father, I’m stilt;
Forgive my naughty will.
But what’s the cup? may [ look in and see?
# You sce, my child | you must_not see;
Christ only saw
His destined cup of bitter gall :
No, cbild, believe,
Meekly the cup receive,
And know that love and wisdom mix’d {t all.”
O Father mustitbe?
¢ Yes, child, it mast.”
Then give the needed medicine,
Be by my side,
Only Thy face don’t hide :
I'll drink it all—it must be good—"tis Tuixe.

Surely, there was a hand more than hu-
maun in such an appropriation! The desire,
¢ Nearer to thee,” has been granted, The
oup has been drunk. Resignation to a mys-
terious cross (she scarcely knew what) was
wrought in her soul, and

¢“Now in nobler, sweeter songs,
She bows beforo the throne.”

How deeply these events humble and solem-
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Reader! does thy heart
But we must

nize our spirits!
cry out, ‘* Nearer to thee ?”
proceed : —

4 Lette? from Mr. H. Dowling, Jun., the

Mayor of Launceston.

My vERY DBAR S18TER C The foot-
steps of the God of Ierael are in the mighty
deep ! Clouds and darkness are oft arvund
his feet ! Little did we think, dear sister,
when, a few weeks ago, expressing sympathy
with you on an oceasion of sorrow,that so soon
we should have to taste of deeper sorrow.
Qur dear Waller, our beloved Maria, and their
six beloved ones, we shall see no more till the
sea gives up her dead. The papers by this
mail will tell you the sad, sad tale. All our
dear ones gone, just at our very door where
they wereqooking forward with joyful antici-
pation of a happi re-union in these lands of
our adoption. et us do honour unto God.
His grace has preserved from a rebellious
thought. I have not had a doubt of his right
to do as it pleaseth him, nor of his purposes
of love in tﬁe dark dispensation. But my dear
sister, her darling little ones, herdevoted hus-
band ; I should have loved to have seen them
here once more. You are the first dear friend
to whom I have conveyed a letter. Thenews
reached us like a thunder-clap a week ago;
but I have been unable to eanpose myself to
write, Indeed, now I am all Incoherence, I
‘can only say, the Lord knoweth me fitogether,
I could be glad if the opportunity offered, that
at this very moment you could be with us,
that we might weep and pray together. I may
just say here that this dreadful calamity oc-
curred at the very entrance to Sydney harbour,
at 12 o’clock after a tempestuous night, the
20th of August, the captain having got too
near the land. 119 out of 120 precious souls
buried in the deep. The mention is full of
dreadful recitals, Very few of the bodies were
recovered save my beloved Maria, dear Polly,
and her servant. Mr, John Waller found
these after an anxious search along the coast,
and he thus writes—* I discovered my darling
Maria thrown upon one of the buoys of the
harbour about three miles from the scene of
the disaster. She was decently clad in her
night dress having all the appearance of a
placid death, and a cheerful and confiding
submission to the will of a wise and never-
erring God. Our dear Kilner and the other
children have not been recognised amongst
the many bodies which the dashing waves
rolled ashore. The immediate spot where
the wreck took place is so rocky and
precipitous that the remains of the poor peoghle
are sadly mangled. In five minutes from the
time the vessel struck, all was over. Thefine
1000 ton ship, and all but ome of her living
freight was completely broken up.

o all feel the loss very deeply, and the
almost universal sympathy expressed for weo
who survive, is overwhelming. You will bo

| glad to hear that the dear old pastor, our

father, received the sad, sad intelligenee very
meekly and that his mind has since been sus-
tained in a marvellously encouraging manner.
The news was brought to us at five o'clock on
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Sunilay evening, the 80th of August. My
dear Mr. Lonim kindly consented to go tohim

with the sad news, He said at once, © Be
still, and know that I am God,” and retired
alone to another room. The people were as-
sembled for divine worship, and they deter-
mined to hold a prayer meeting, I under-
stand that, to the astonishment of all, at the
olose he walked into the chapel and prayed for
scveral minutes. On the following Wednes-
day cvening, he preached the usual weekly
sermon.—* It is I, be not afraid.” This morn-
ln%, and prior to the ordinauce, he preached to
a large body of sympathising friends from
 Ye shall indeed drink of my cup,” and won-
derfully was he sustained. *'This cup is mine,
and all that’s in it came from me. Father,
I'm still.”

I can only write thus burriedly because I have
very many to write. My dearest Sister, your's
very sorrowfully, HeNrY DowrLINGg.
Launceston,gept. §,1857.

A Letter from Mr. H, Dowling, Sen.,
Baptist Minister.

MY pEAR S18TER IN THE LORD.— We
had scarcely dried up the tears of sympathy
for you, as the honoured weepers in your
sorrows, when we have to call upon you te
weep for us; not sorrowing as those who have
no hope, but believing that those who sleep
in Jesus God will bring with him.

In the moment of unexpected sorrow we

feel as creatures; but, brought up by the|

Holy Spirit in the faith of the Divine reigns,
we find that our triumph over human weak-
ness is complete, and the language of our
heart is, * Blessed be the name of the Lord!"
One trial seems often sanctified to meet us
for another; and as we have so often found
the flame could not reack to destroy, so we
ex&)‘ect that it is only destined to purify.
he enclosed will give you some of the de-
tails of the melancholy fact, to which I may
add, that it seems by evidence that our dear
Waller was, up to the last day on board,
the chaplain; and while thus sustained in
Christian character, I have no doubt mini-
stered in the gospel of God. And who can
tell, but the lispings of his tongue were the
“ power of God unto salvation?” We may
hope so, even without testimony. Such pro-
vidences confound sense, but leave faith upon
a high and stable Rock,

% Firm as th’ eternal hills,”

Having felt the shock of the shipwreok, we
are looking round to gather up the instances
of providence, so awakening to our thoughts
and feelinga. One man saved to tell the tale!
and only one to mark the desolation, and tell
he knew the Wallers, and to inform us that
dear Kilner was the spiritual light in the
ship, until Jehovah our God required him no
more in an earthly position. He heard the
speaking that was Divine,— Enter into the
joy of thy Lord.”

Viewing the covenant purposes of our God,
the provisions of mercy in our all-glorious
Clirist, and the Divine Agent, the Quickcner
or Licaven, it is possible that all were bound
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up in the bundle of life with the Lord, We
will hope so; we only speak with mbeolute
certainty in matters of faith, where truth is
declarative. R

Those lengthoned particulars will be found
in tho English papers. We send you tho
ovidence of the spared man, Wao know you
will retire before the throne, and whon the
heart may not be able to ﬁovorn artioulation,
the look up, the sigh, wi affectionately re-
cognise us as one with you in Christ. i

Dear John Waller wrote to sny, the bodies
of Mrs. W. and her eldest daughter were
found together (no doubt it was a dying em-
brace) unmutilated, and the only omes so
preserved, Dear Maria, he says, her features
were calm, placid, and unchanged. They
were buried in the same grave. It was
thought that Kilner was seen in the sea, but
that 1s uncertain. The fragments of others
were put into the graves, unowned.

HexrY DowLIKG, Sen.

Launceston, Aug. 31.

[We have copies of other letters written to
Mr, Dowling, but cannot possibly give more
this month. Several other letters have also
come to hand, and shall be given—ED.]

THE POWER OF THE PULPIT.

(Continued from page 263, Vol. xiii.}

¢ And I, if1 be lifted up.” &c., &ec.

Ix the December number of this work
1 gave a simple report of the way whereby 1
was led to the words which gave rise to my
writing these papers. I refer the reader to
that paper; it is the first in the December
number, and if he has not read it, I would
beg of him to do so, before he proceeds with
this, There were four branches to the sub-
ject: The glorious Person, ¢ And 1" the
Proposition, ¢ If Tbelifted up ;" the Promise,
“ 1 willdraw all men unto me "’ lastly, the
proofs we are his, are to be found in that
 we have been drawn vnto Him.”

There was one other feature in the cha-
racter of this blessed ¢ 1” referred to, be-
side those already noticed ; that is,  Chsist,
as the Glorified One of heaven” (see John
xii. 27, 28). There are four consecutive

arts of his mediatorial work there, First,

is soul is troubled,—‘ Now is my soul
troubled,”” Secondly, He is in prayer,—
¢ What ghall I say? Father, save me from
this hour.” Thirdly, You have the Saviour's
resignation,~—* But for this cause came I
unto this hour.”” Then, lastly, His honor,—
¢ Father, glorify thy name.” Then there
came & vVolce lom heaven, ¢1 have both
glorified it, and will glorify it again.”

Now the work of Cbrist—his redemption
work—is laid out in seven distinct sentences
in Daniel ix. .

1. It was the finishing of transgrossion,

2. Tt was * making an end of sin.”

3. It was “making reconciliation for in-
iquity.” .
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4. It was * bringing in everlasting righ-
teousness,”

6. It was * to seal up the vision.”

6. To anoint the Most Holy.

7. To confirm the covenant with many.

Three words are used to denote our gllen
condition,~—8in is an internal, ratural dis-
like to that which is holy and good. This
lays in the heart ; Transgression is & stepping
oul of the way ; this is 1n our practice : Ini-
quity is a rebellion and perverseness; this
lays in our unrenewed wills, Take three il-
luatrations,—Sin is a dislike of that which is
holy : Cain hates Abel and slays him. Trans-
q‘ression is astepping out of the way : Baul of

arsus goes right out of the way, persecutes
the saints, and thinks he does God service.
Iniquity is rebellion: Judas betrays Christ,
sells him, and delivers him into the hands of
his enemies ; and Peter declares he does not
know him.. In the one sacrifice of Christ, he
finishes the transgression, and so restrains it
to his own Person, as that the punishment of
it cannot fall upon his people ; makes an end
of sin; so puts it away, that it cannot come
to condemn them. akes reconciliation for
iniquity, so endures the curse of a broken
law, that Justice having once smitten him
for them, never can smite them, But when
he came to do all this his precious soul fell
into trouble,— Now is my soul troudled.”
The Latins get their word hell from the same
root a8 we get this word troudle ; 50 we may
read, ¢ Now is my soul sinking into Aell.”
What do we understand by hell ? A load
on the conscience, a black clytl)ud on the miud,
the arrows of the Almighty in the soul, a
hopeless and a helpless plight; into this hell
of trouble the Saviour sunk, and now cried
out,  What shall I say ?”’ like one amazed,
overwhelmed, and in agony. Into these
deep waters he sunk, that his people might
never be overwhelmed by them. Here he
prays, ‘ Father, save me from this hour.”

I fetch two arguments from this,—1. That
the sword of justice entered so deeply into
his own soul that it was poured out in agony
and bloody sweat. 2. That in his humanity
he feared death, and it is no marvel, there-
fore, if, in his members at times, there are
the solemn fears of death also; for in all
their afflictions he was afflicted ; but being
lifted up he draws all his friends unto him.

We have now his resignation,—¢ But for
this cause came I unto this kour”” This, to
me, is a wonderful expression, — ¢ This
cause.”” This bearing sin, death, and hell for

my people, * This hour,” this period of
time cut out by predestinating Eur 0s6.—
#Came 1 1 have magniﬁea the law, by

obeying its precept; now I come to endure
its penalty.  Now, therefore, Father, glorify
thy name !” A perlect resignation ; falling
into one desire, that his Father’s name
might be plorified. This is, indeed, the
Bpirit of Christ, of which, if a man have
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not, he is none of his. See now Christ's
honor,—* Ther came there a voice from
heaven.” How intent the Father watched
him ! how guickly the Father an:wered
him ! ¢ then came’ Like that then in Isa.
vi.—* Then flew one of the seraphima.” So
here is quickness and certainty. The voice
came, I kave and I will.” God glo.ifies
his own name, by putting away his people’s
sins by the sacrifice of his Son; and he glo-
rifies his own name, by pardoning poor peni-
tent sinners through tya.lth in the Redeemer’s
one offering.

All this is as true as heaven itself; and
therefore, prophetically, the Saviour saii,
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me.”

I very reluctantly pass from this first brauch
—the Glorious I. f have hovered over this
part, and would gladly fill the Vesser with
nothing but the most blessed testimonies
concerning His Person; His Eternal Godhead,
His pure and perfect Manhood ; His new
Covenant Characters ; His Mediatorial Work;
His dolorous Sufferings; His mysterious
blood-shedding ; His holy Righteousnes;
His Ascension; His Gospel Kingdom ; His
indwelling in the hearts of his redeemed ;
His intercession for them; His Spirit’s reign
in them; His blessed bundles of precious
promises to them; His future advent; His
coming to marry the Church in the full view
of angels, men, and devils; and His eternal
unfolding of His Father’s Glory to them in
the countless ages of a never-ending world
of bliss and blessedness : all these branches
of the Tree of Life spread themselves before
the eye of my mind until in contemplation,
Iam lost, and feel assured that I might
sooner empty the seas of their waters—I
might sconer draw out thelight from the
natural sun, and put the stars into obscurity,
than I could either with my tongue
declare, or with my pen describe, ome thou-
sandth part of the beauty, the glory, the
wisdom, the mercy, the compassion, the love,
the light, the salvation, the purity, the power,
and the millions of millions of springs ot
Life Eternal, which in my Saviour dwell—
which make up, and constitute that ineffably
adorable PERrsoN, who, in my poor drooping
soul, 8o softly said ¢ And I if I be lifted up
from the earth will draw all men unto me.”
Oh, brethren! when once we are favoured to
get one view of this exalted Gop Man, how de
our souls catch fire as it were with ardent pant-
ings and love intense ! How doth such a view
kill us to the world—to sin—to the flesh—
yea, to all sublunary things! How truly cat
we sympathise with Watts when he cricd ouw
of the very centre of his soul—

Had I a glance of thee, my God,
Kingdows and men would vanish soot
Vanish as though I saw them not;
As a dim candlo dies at noon.
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Do we wonder that John says—‘¢ And
when 1 s him, I fell at his feel as dead P’
Do we not believe the great apostle when he
says —‘‘ suddenly, there shoue a great light
round about me, and I fell unto the ground?”’
Ah! yes, indeed ; if we saw more of this
¢ Desire of all nations” ; we should think less
of ourselves; and be much more humble,
contrite, devout, and zealous for him, than
now we are. DBut, the Lord be praised, that
some of us can say—* And, last of all, ke
was seen of me also, as of one born out of
due time."” Dear brethren, I feel in my
very soul, as though I could here stay, and
gaze on him—speak only of him—write alone
about Him—and walk 1n contemplation with
Him, until in higher strains, and a holier
state, I see Him face to face, without a vail
between. May the Lord help you, brethren,
to take sweet views of Him, to draw such
light from Him, and so entirely to live for
Him, that our whole aim and object, design,
and desire, may be o prove the truth of that
mwighty promise—* dnd I, if I be lifted up
Srom the earth, will draw all men unto me.”’

I must getawayto the second branch, be-
cause I have promised to do so; but to leave
such eacred ground is not easy when the soul
towards Him is drawn.

II. The Proposition comes next—¢ And
I, ¢f T be lifted up.” Hereis an “if” from
the Saviour’s lips ; which is not an *if*’ of
absvlute uncertainty—neither is it a va%rue
unmeaning “ if.” There were some few
most solemn occasions when Christ used this
word; as when in Gethsemane, *if it be
possible let this cup pass away from me”—
as He went on to Calvary, bearing his cross,
he said, ¢ Davghters of Jerusalem, weep not
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your
children; for ¢f they do these things in a
green tree, what shall be done in the dry?”
There is a two-fold view to be taken of this

roposition—first and principally, it looks at
is * lifting up’ on Calvar]y;‘s tree ; secondly,
it looks at the subsequent ¢ liftings up’’ which
He knew were connected with that awful and
most wonderful sceme which my favourite
poet 8o solemnly describes—
‘Well might the sun in darkness hide,
And shut her glories in
‘When God, the mighty Maker died,
For man, the creature’s sin.,

It ie singular to me that but few of the best
writers on Christ’s sayings have hardly
noticed these words—although they contain
the whole of tbe great mystery of the
Church's redemption—her effectual calling—
and her holy and happy espousals uutoier
living Lord. Consider these words, now
first, as immediately pointing to the cross,
and then see how keenly, how perfectly, how
minutely, the manhood of our Great Re-
deemer entered into all the anxieties, sor-
rows, faintings, and troubles, which so closely
eutwine themselves, about his people,  He
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looked atthat which was yetto come—a four-
Sfold dreadful confiict lay out before him—
the betrayal—the judgment hall —the garden
—and the cross,— Let us review the increas-
ingly dreadful scene; and if we are indeerd
vitally one with this great Iligh Priest of
our profession—if the Iloly Spirit anoint
our spirits, and lets them 1into some sacrod
fellowship with this ¢ Man of sorrows”—
we shall know that it was from the depths
of his inward grief, Hesaid—¢* Aud 14/ 1,”

My soul is troubled: what shall I say?

ATHER, savé me trom, or ¢n this hour :—
but for this cause came I unto this hour, and
now,. IF,) I he lifted up from the earth, I
will draw all my friends unto me.”

I dare not occupy more space this month,
The subject increases ; have patience with
me; and I will endeavour to shew this
¢lifting up "’ of our Lord next month.

C. W- B.

[Among many encouraging testimonies sent
me this month, 1 am requested to give the
following from a most sincere friend to
truth :(—]

Dear S1B.—1I arrived in London about four
montlis since, and my first wish, before I
fizxed my place of residence, was to find out a
Particular Baptist minister. 1 heard two
ministers Freach, before the same guiding
hand that is with the blood-bought family of
Jesus Christ through the wilderness, led me
to your chapel (Unicorn Yard). I have at-
tended your ministry as often as permitted
since. You also were satisfied with the docu-
ment I put into your hand of my twelve
years’ membership of a Baptist church in the
southern hemispgere, whose dear old pastor
brought me, and a beloved sister still in his
church, out of bondage, and through whose
tnetrumentality we saw the symbol of baptism,
and followed our Master through that erdi-
nance; and surely we can testify that his
banner over us has been love. e had no
kindred, according to the flesh, that even
were Baptists; but Christ’s sheecp know his
voice, and they follow him, even though, like
Abraham, they know not whither.

1 have had 1t for some time on my mind to
ve you my simple testimony, as far as the
pirit revealed to me the truth as it is in the
gospel. that you are a faithful watchman on
the walls of Zion, and that the immutability
of a covenant God, the finished work of his
glorious Son, and the revelation and unction
of the Third Person in the work of redemp-
tion, is fully, fearlesely and lovingly preacbed
o your congregation ; and that I belleve the
reward you look for is souls for your hire.
If I thought that, dear Sir, what I have statcd
would be the means of .strengthening your
hands in the least measure, in the multitude
of difficulties you have to contend with, I
should feel very happy.

I now beg your acceptance of the sum of
five pounds, in aid of the EARTHEN VESSEL.

From an uawor!hy instrument in the hands
of Omnipotence, A Witness to tho truth of

those words, ‘ I am with you always.”
Nov. 22, 1867. E. SuLomox.
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THE YOUNG DRAPER:

OR, BARTHLY HOPES WITHERED, AND HEAVEN'S SALVATION REALISED. BEING A PAITH-
FUL NABRATIVE OF THE OHEQUERED LIFR AND BACHED DEATH OF

OLEMENT BOURNE, THE SON OF

THE LATE MR. JACOB BOURNE,

BAPTIST MINISTER, OF GRITTLETON, WILTS,

[The above is the title of a pamphlet just issued,
We insert the greater part of it in our pages be-
onuse of its great value and imterest, As the
profits ol the peraphlet are for the bereaved
widow and mother, wo hope the superin-
tendants of our Sunday Hchools will see that
every lad is presented with a ¢opy, which may
be had. at I8, 6d. per. dozen. (n the preface
we have the following explanation].

“Tmis pamphlot is truly a voice from the
shores of eternity, The father, Mr. Jacob
‘Bourne, and his son, Clement, both lay in
the arms of death at the same time, The son
went to glory first—and the father—who,
for many weeks appeared fast sinking—ac-
tually sat up in the bed four days before
his departure, and wrote this sweet memoir
of his departed boy, and addrossed it to me.
I feel it an honor to be permitted to send it
forth, and most.devoutly do I beseech the
Lord to accomgany it with his blessing, yea,
I am persuaded it will be a message of meroy
and consolation to many a precious soul.

¢ I have been strengthened in this persua-
sion by a letter I have received (since the
memolr was in type,) from my most faithful
Christian brother, P. Smith, a deacon of the
.Baptist Church at Grittleton. Inthat letter,
.Mr. Smith, speaking of his late pastor, Mr.
:Jacob Bourne, says—*¢ He was a great suf-
erer. - His som was a miracle of grace! I
-stayed with him all wnight defore his death.
0! it was delightful to be with kim! O how I
“loved him for what the Lord had done for
“him! He gave a most blessed testimony of
_what the Lord had done for him."

¢ T can, with such a holy confirmation, leave
all in the Lord’s hands., = He will be ‘“ a fa-
ther to the fatherless; and a husband to the
widow;” and will constrain many to spread

-abroad this testimony of His grace. That

the Lord may revive His work in the midst

of His Churches, and gather in many nnto

His fold, is the prayer of the Church’s ser-

vant, Cuaures Waters Banxs.”

The late Mr. Bourne to the Editor.

DEAR BROTHBRR BARKS.—Knowing you to
be indefatigable in your ministerial and edi-
torial labours of love for the good of souls,
and that you always rejoice when you hoar of
their salvation, I now take pleasure in send-
ing you an account of one of no common
occurenco, and one of whom you have some
littlo knowledge and acquaintance; and it
affords me tho greator ploasure in communi-
oating it to you, as it was my own dear ohild
of whom I write, and in whom the grace of
God has been 80 manifest in conversion and
salvation, as not to leave a doubt behind. .

But I will first give you a little account of
his progress through life.

You will doubtless recollect, when I state
it, of your coming to Grittleton, about eight
years ago, and preaching to us on a week-
dag evening, amlJ of calling upon me on the
following morning. In the course of our con-
versation you asked me if there was anything
you could do for me that would be a help to
me, as you should feel a great pleasurc in

doing it ? I told fou I had a boy about six-
teen years of age I wanted to Eet out into a
situation. You said you would do what you

could for him, and that you was in want of a
boy yourself, and would take him and learn
him the art of printing, if I approved of it,
and the boy on trial should like it, to which 1
ngreed. Arrangements were afterwards
made, and I brought the boy to Loundon.
He came into your office for a few da(xlys, and
ou asked him if he thought he should like to
earn the business. He said he did not think
he should, You told him then he had better
come to me, that I might look out for some-
thing else. I was then at Mr. Moody’s,
minister of East-street Chapel, Walworth,
with whom I bad been acquamted for mzmiyl
years, and with whom I have enjoyed muc
spiritual conversation; but having toreturn
home the next morning they kindly offered
to try to get a situation for him, if I would
leave him with them, to which I consented;
and the next moming I arose early from bed,
leaving my poor boy behind, with emotions of
mind I eannot find language to describe, as
my expectations and prospects respecting
him were blasted ; and Ip returned home with
a heavy heart, thinking I had left my dear
boy in a place so devoted to wickedness, not
knowing what might become of him, or what
might be his future lot; and as my man
prayers for him appeared unanswered,
must say my faith was at a low ebb. But,
blessed be the Lord! ke was much better to
me than my expectations or deservings; for
on the Monday morning I received a letter
from him, stating that he had got a situation
through the instrumentaljty of Mr. Moody’s
son, at Mr. Whitewick’s draper, Bagnigge
‘Wells road, which he entered upon the same
day, and remained for four years, giving the
greatest satisfaction to his employer, who was
very fond of him, as he took as much interest
in his master’s buisness as if it had been his
own. But now, thinking that he had learnced
as much in that establishment as he could, he
saw fit to leave, and seek for further imu.
provement. He came home for a few weeks,
and returned to London again to seek for
another situation, which he obtained in a few
days, at Messrs. Meckin and Co.’s., 63, Hol-
born Hill. In their establishment he re.
D
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mained three yoars, making groat progrees,
and giving groat eatisfaction to his employ-
ers, who greatly respected him, and repeat-
edly advanced {ﬂs salary, which enabled him
to provide a good stock of clothes, and to save
a few pounds; but he little thoughs at that
time for what purpose it would afterwards be
wanted. Hc had always enjoyced a pretty
good share of health till the last six months
of his stay at 62, Holborn. He suffered
many months from a very bad gathering in
his fingoer, and indigestion; and his health
and strength began to give way, and he was
obliged to leave and come home, entertaining
hopes that a little medicine, open air, and cx-
ercise, with the Divine blessing, would soon
restore him to health again, But, alas! the
fatal worm was at the root of tho once flourish-
ing gourd, and the sunshine of earthly enjoy-
ment went down in the meridian of life; for
the onoe strong and athletio body was now
invaded by a mortal disegse, from which he
never recovered ; for the axe of death went on
repeating its blows at the root of the flourish-
ing tree, till it was brought down. He was
naturally of a good disposition, a generous
turn of mind and free and pleasing in his con-
versation, by which he obtained a large
circle of respectable acquaintances, who all
loved and respected him in life, and greatly
lamented his death. We, his parents, were
looking forward with great expectation that
he would be a blessing to us, should we be
brought to neod his help and assistance. Alas!
on what do we poor erring mortals place our
hopes and expectations for the future, but on
entire uncerteinties which leave us in a state
of disappointment, es the reward of our
folly P

Ho had obtained the best medical advice he
could whilst in town, and when he came home
sought for; further advice. He went to a
medical man in Bath, who assured him that
his lungs were not in the least affected ; but
that he was suffering from indigestion, and
that he should soon restore him to health and
strength again. But, alas! it was more than
he could do.

Disease’s dart was sure,
And ’twas beyond the doctor’s skill to cure.

Finding this gentleman’s skill insufficient,
he applied to another in the country, who
flattered him with the samo prospects of re-
covery. Certainly the use of means, and the
country, and exercise for & few months, ren-
dered him capable of returning to London,
and making trial again in another line of
business, hoping that would have a tendenc
to restore his health again ; but this also fail-
ing, he was obliged to return home, again
sought the advice of anothor medical gentle-
man, who assured him that his lungs were
fatally affected, and that he would never re-
cover sufficiently to do as he had done; but
that he might live a few years, and fili alight
situation. This decicion of the doctor's greatly
affected him, as he was anxious for life, Soon
after this he was seized with sciatica in the
hip joint, which rendered him incapable of
walking without great pain. For this dis.
ease he'went to the Bath hospital, where he
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obtained o partial cure from tho use of tho
waters, He went from thence to the Con-
sumptive Hospital, Brompton; but there ho
still got worse, having a discase come in his
arm rendering it useless, and causing excru-
ciating pain. Leaving there, he went to
Bognor, in hopes the sea air miiht be of sor-
vice to him ; but in this also he was disap-

ointed, as he daily got worse instead of
Eetter, and was obliged to loave and come
home for the last time. His hard earned
money was all epent. When he came home
in the evening he was greatly worn out with
fatigue from so long and tiresome a journey,
in his weak and emaciated state of body: I
was then lying on the sofa, having been ill
for many months, unable to render him the
least bodily assistance. He looked upon me
and burst into tears, I said, ¢ My dear boy,
don’t cry.”’ He said, “ I am sorry to see you
soill; and this long journey is too much for
me in my weak state.” * * * L4

Having given some account of his progress
through life, to his return home for the last
time, I now come to gi

%we some account of his
last days. Being no

onger either of us able
to get out, we were now become confined com-
panions in affliction’s furnace together ; and
never had any evidenco of his being a changed
character, or that he had been at all concerned
about the things of eternity, I saw fit to in-
troduce the subject to him, being earnestly
desirous for his soul’s salvation. I said to
him, It is very evident that you and I shall
never recover from our present affliction;
death and eternity is before us, and if we live
and die without a divine change, where God
is we cannot come.” At firat he began to re.
sent it, feeling self-pity spring up in his mind,
saying, *“Mine is & hard ease, father; it is
hard to die ; I cannot think what I bave done
that God should so afflict me, I have not led
a dissipated life, like numbers of young men
I have known, but have done every thing that
lay in my power for my own and others wel.
fare ; thero is my dear Anna, too, will be un.
protected in the world ”* (referring to a youn
woman with whom he corresponded, an:
whom he intended, making his future com-
anion for life, had he been spared). I told
Eim we must be born again, or we could nei«
ther see nor enter the kingdom of God. He
said, “I know what you say is true, but I
cannot give mysolf grace, or work a change in
my heart ; and if God will not do it for me,
what am I to do ?’ I eaid, *“If you see and
feel your need you can gay to the Lord, and
he will do it for you. You say you cannot
think why the Lord thus deals with you : I
hope you will bo led to see these things ina
different light ; God is a Sovereign, and has
an undisputed right to do with and dispose of
his creatures as his infinite wisdom thinks
proper ; and he is too wise to err, and too good
to be unkind ; to rebel against his dispensa-
tionsis the way to get heavier strokes of his
rod; it is better to lie passive in his hands.”
For some time he seemed very discontented,
murmuring and fretting over his hard fate.
His oompanions calling to see him, would
cheer him up for a while, as thay wero very
fond of each other; Christfan frionds alsa
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frequontly visited us, and united with me in
prayer and conversation about the state of his
soul, reading the Scriptures, and pointing out
to him the necessity of being born again, and
the awfulness of living and dying in a state of
nature’s darkness, in hopes that God would
henr our prayers and bless the meana to the
awakening of him from his slumbers in sin, to
a feeling sense of his perilous condition as a
auilty sinner in tho sight of a rein-trying

od. I often repeated to him many solemn
portions of the Scriptures respecting these
things, and hymns of the like import, in hopes
by these means the Lord would fasten con-
viction on his mind; and, blessed be the
Lord! he soon answered our prayers, and
granted ue our desires, but in his own time,
way, and manner, which is the best, as the
poet says—
¢ 'Twas fixed in God’s eternal mind,

When his dear sons should mercy find;

From everlasting he decreed

When every good should be conveyed.
“ Determined was the manner how

Eternal favors he’d bestow ;

Yea, he decreed the very place

‘Where he would shew triumphant grace.”

Now the first sign of spiritual life I dis-
oovered was by his saying, ¢ There is no time
for trifling now; things are become of a very
solemn nature: & short time, and I shall be in
eternity. O, eternity ! eternity.! nothing but
sincerity will do now I’  This was spoken in
a way which showed he was under a deep con-
cern about his immortal soul, es there were
many other things mentioned by him of the
game nature which I cannot now recollect.
From this time the world began to lose its
charms, and to unclinch the grasp it had on
his affections, and worldly companions becom-
ing daily less desired, as they could afford him
00 help in their conversation ; his temper and
dispesition became also daily changed; he
now became grateful to everybedy about
him for what-they did ¢o help him, and for
everything the Lord was daly bestowing
upon him.

““Oh! what a change God's grace performs !

And puts & comeliness on worms |’

I asked him if he ever had any conviction
under the many sermons he had heard
preached P He said, ** Yes, numbers.” Isaid,
“Did they lead you to a throne of grace ?”
He said, “T always felt it would be presump-
tion in a house of business like ours, where
there was nothing but worldly conversation
from morning till night.” I concluded from
this answer that he had never had any thing
more than natural cenvictions, which might
have served to keep him from the grosser sins
of life into which the thoughtless may run;
but the case was altared now ; light had shone
into his dark mind; he began to see out of
obscurity and out of darkness; the law en-
tered, and sin abounded, and he began to feel
guilty before God. He said to his mother,
“ What I feel about my state no mortal tongue
can imagine. I fear Ishall be lost. I pray,
and iny prayers do not seema to be heard. O!
what shall’l do? I must die. Eternity is
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before me. 0, mother, only thinkof spendin
oternity in hell] O, that I sought the Lor
before! Do you think I shall be lost ? Do
you think the Lord will pardon me?’ His
mother did all she could to comfort his dis-
tressed mind. Now, seeing so great a change
made in him by the grace of God, the Chris-
tian friends who visited him, with myself, had
to change our conversation, and do what laid
in our power, by the use of means and the
help of God, to comfort his distressed mind ;
pointing out the remedy God had provided in
the gospel of his dear Son, praying the Lord
to turn his captivity, and speak peace and
pardon to his immortal soul. is time
allotted now was not long, and the Lord was
about to do a short work in righteousness,
His convictions of sin, righteousness, and
judgment, daily increasing on his mind, and
‘Lis fears of being lost, was evident from his
daily enquiries and cries for mercy. The last
convictions came upon him as he lay quietly
on the sofa one aftermoon. What his mind
had been exercised about I kmow not; but he
sprang up in aatate of greatagitation, tremb-
ling and cryingout, “ O! Iam dying. Ishall
soon be in eternity. What shall Ido? My
soul is lost. Am I going? Is this death?
O Lord, have mercy upon me! have mercy
on me! Do you think I shall be lost ?”
ow, during the time he was in this state of
distress, my soul was going up tothe Lord in
earnest prayer, begging of him to appear
and speak pardon and peace to his troubl
mind. Distressing it was, indeed ; and I can-
not give a better description of it than in the
language of the Psalmist in the 116th Psalm,
“ The sotrows of death compassed me, and the
pains of hell gat hold upon me. I found
trouble and sorrow; then called I upon the
Lord, O, Lord, deliver my soul.” LA
Then I said to him, ‘‘ You cannot be lost;
the Lord has heard my prayers for you. i
have prayed the Lord to convince you of
your sins, of righteonsness, and judgment ta
come; he has done it, and put a cry in your
soul for merey, and I cannot be sorry, but re-
joice, believing, as the Lord has heard me on
the ane hand, so he will on the other, and
soon deliver you, and speak peace and pardon
to your soul.”” And so he did; for he got pa-
cified in his mind soon after, and looking up,
said, “* 0! 1 seem to have a little light break
in; Iseem to have a little hope spring up,
that God will be merciful to me. Oh! 1
don’t think I shall be lost.”’ And from that
time we never heard him say any more
expressive of doubts or fears about his state,
but rejoiced in the Lord, as his God and
Saviour. Oh! how appropriate are the lines
of the poet hare,

¢« Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord revealed his mighty power;
This mount of danger was the placo
Where he displayed his sovereign grace.”

From that time he took to his bed, and ne-
ver came down stairs afterwards. I with
great pain got down stairs a week longer, and
then took to my bed, where I have becn ever
sinco.

We wero now enabled aguin lo converse
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with oach othor. After his last conversation
the world no moro could charm him ; he loved
his Saviour’s smile and leant upon his breast.
He wished to have no worldly conversation
introduced, saying he had no desiroe for those
things. The Seriptures and hymne he would
have daily read to him, often saying, how
suitable they wore to his feelings. 1lis pains
of body were great; but as his afflictions in-
creased, his consolations abounded also. He
was often in prayer to God to give him
strength to bear

is to hear me, and easo me!
render to the Lord for his goodness and
mercy towards me? Oh'!I cannot find
words to praise him as I shall praise him
when I get to heaven. O, yes, I will sing the
louder there ! Sometimes he would call out
and say, “ How is it now, father P’ I did
answer him and say, “ Pretty well, my dear
child.”” “ Yes (he would say), it is well. I
have no fears; I am as happy as I can be.
Oh! how good tho Lord is to me! I feel as
happy as If I were in heaven Oh! how I
leng to be there! but I wish to wait the
Lord's time; it won’t be long.”” For every-
thing sent to him or done for him he was filled
with gratitude, and was never heard to mur-
mur, nor complain in the least. Christian
friends calling to see him, and ministers that
came to preach, converse, read, and pray with
him, had their souls so refreshed that they
seemed filled with wonder, love, and praise,
to see and hear what @ merciful change the
Lord had wrought here. Again I must intro-
duce some lines of my favourite poet,

“ Lord, how secure and blest are they

Who feel the joys of pardoned sin.”

He would often say in the morning, “O,
my dear mother ! the Lord has heard my
E:uycr, and given me a little sleep; whata

kind God I have got ! I want you with me to
thank him.”” Onenight after a violent fit of
siokness, he said,
“ In the floods of tribulation,
‘While thy biilows o’er me roll,
Jesus whispers consolation,
And supports my fainting soul.”

When a friend came in to seco him, he
would say, “I am so happy! my pain is
great, but the Lord will sustain me. My
sufferings are nothing to my Saviour’s.” He
would say, “ You won’t grieve for me now,
my dear mother. I am so happy! I thought
to have kept you, if father should die, but the
Lord will provide ; put your trust in him;
he has promised to provide for the fatherless
and the widow; and will be as good as his
word.” )

The night before he died, his pains were
very severe; he prayed to the Lord for
Christ’s sake to removo them, His prayer was
soon answered; he had but little pain after.
He would often have that hymn read to him
that beging with,

“ Lord, I am pained, but I resign,” &e.

He said it just suited his feelings. The
morning that hedied a friend came tosee him.
Hesaid, * You will stuy with me now, Hes.
ter ?” Ble was a good woman, and he was
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out to me and say, “ Oh! how good the Lord:
at shall I,
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very fond of her company. Woe all saw that
his time was short, as his arms and hands
wero quite purple, He said, “Shall I got
over this struggle, Hestor P” 8he said, “ Yes,
you will soon be safely landed the othor side
of Jordan” His countenance then brigh.
tened ug, and his eyes sparkled with delight.
Secing his mother ery, ho said, “ Why do you
cery ? Iean’tery. would, but cannot sing,
for want of breath.” His mother said,
¢¢ Then you arc happy!” Ho said, ¢ Happy!
happy ! hap?y ” "He then said, * Shalll see
my father P They told him his father was
too weak to come In, as he was in bed in the
next room. He then called out to his father
and said, *Never mind, father; it will be a
happier meeting in heaven. Good bye, my
dear father; the Lord bless you; you will not
be long after me.” ’

He then took leave of us all, and said, “T
hope you will meet me in heaven. I thank
thee, O God, for hearing my prayer, and giv-
ing me my faoulties to the fn,st.” The person
that stood by him said, *“ What a sacred place
isthis room I’ He said, *Sacred.” He then
said, ‘‘Oh, angels, guide me.’ He then
pointed with his finger, and said, *“I see one,
two, three, four, five angels waiting their
commission.” Ho then counted them 8 ain,
and said, * it is four, its onl& four ; I sed
them as plain as I see you, Hester, how I
wish you could see them | they are splendidl
robed in white,” He then lifted up bot
hands, the one he had mnot used for so long;
and said, “ Angels, beckon me away, and Jesus
bids me come. Come, Lord Jesus, oome
quiokly.” He then waited a little while, and
said, *“ Do you think it will be longP Iam
tired of waiting. I long to go. Come,-Lord
Jesus. He then asked to be laid on his side,
and his spirit took its flight in'a few moments,
to begin a Sabbath that will never end. :

Mr. Hawkins buried him on the following
Thursday. There were a great many to pay
the last respect to his remains, and there was
scarcely a dry eye in the chapel. ‘Mr Davis
greached his funeral sermon on - the following

unday to a large congregation. - The toxt
was, “I will thatthose whom thou hast given
me be with me where I am, that they may
behold my glory.”

QUESTIONS ON INFANT BAPTISM.

Mgz, Eprtor.—Will you, or some of your
correspondents, especially “A  Villager,”
kindly enswer tho following questions:

I.—Did Christ, or his disciples, praotice
infant baptism ?

I1.—If they did not, by whom was it first
introduced ?

II1.—When was infant baptism thus intro-
duced ?

IV.—Under what circumstancos was it first
introduced P

V.—For what reason, or purpose, or end,
was it introduced ¢

VI,—Whero all the reformers of the six-
teenth century infant baptists? If not, where
did they get their baptism by immersion
from, it not from the New Testamont ?

Your's truly, TimMormy.
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EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS,
LETTHR XXXIX.

Most oxcellent Theophilus, I have now to set
before you what I believe to be the true
meaning of those Scriptures upon which the
doctrine of duty-faithism rests ita claims,
keeping up in your mind the distinction
between this, and that vital faith in the truth
which none but a living God can bestow,
Keeping up this distinction, we shall see our
way clearly through the vapours wherewith
duty-faithism darkeneth counsel with words
without knowledge.

¢ He shall reprove (convince) the world of
sin;"” of sin, because they believe not in me,
Now, mind, it does not eay he shall convince
of the sin of not belicving 1n me, but he shall
convince of sin. Now stop here for a minute
and look at the words again. ¢ He shall
convince of sin,'” Here is special con-
viction of sin, so that here conviction of sin
means something more than that conviction
which can be, and in thousands of cases is,
brought about by the warnings of natural
consoience, and the Jstter of the word, Con-
viction of gin here means that which is b
the special power of the Holy Ghost. ¢ He
shall convince of sin.” It 18 therefore such
conviction as none but the Holy Spirit can
bring about, It is that kind of conviction
which goes far beyond mere moral conviction,
It is a conviction of sin that teaches tbe
sinner what he is as a law sénner ,and teaches
him also what he is as an 4dam-fallen sin-
ner, and without such conviction he cannot
savingly believe in the Saviour, Therefore,
because he does not, and because he cannot,for
no man can come except drawn by the Father,
no man can come except it be given him of
the Father, and no man can come but by
Jaith, for whatsoever is not of faith is sin,
and without faith it is impossible to please
God, and no man knoweth the things of God
but the Spirit of God. There is, then, a world
which the Holy 8pirit convinces of sin, and
iu a way which nons others are. This world
is the world which he convinces of sin. They
are like Israel in Egypt, a world within 2
world; and, like Israel, are in the Lord's own
time brought up out of this mystic Egypt,
where the truth is still crucified : to make &e
word, world, in this Scripture to mean ¢ all
the hAuman racs,’ would: be calling truth
a liar, for it is not true that all are in the
sense here intended, convinced of sin; much
less still are they convinced of the righteous-
ness and judgment spoken of in this Scripture.
But not one whom the Father hath given to
Christ shall come short of this conviction, for
¢¢ All,” saith the Saviour, ¢ that the Father
giveth me shall come to me,”

¢ He shall convince of sin,” Now again
wind, it does not say he shall convince of the
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sin of not belicoing in me, I have already
shewn you, in former letters, in what sense
it is sin not to believe the Word of God, and
if we believe the Word of God, we must
believe in Christ, but this mere natural holi-
ness is not the faith meant in the Secripture
I now have in hand. As the conviction here
spoken of is spectal, so also is the faith special.

he reason of the conviction here spoken of,
is because they believe not in Christ, Well,
then, if this be the reason, the purpose also is
clear : as the reason of this conviction ia
because they do mnot believe, the purpose
clearly is that they are convinced of sin that
they might believe, ¢ He shall convince the
world of sin :” of sin, because they believe
not in me, but did the Holy Spirit ever con-
vince any one of the sin of not being regene-
rated earlier ?

Saul of Tarsus was a New Testament infldel,
and was not even morally converted to Christ,
Such unbelief was sin, and of this, as well as
of other gins, he was convinced, but was he
convinced of the &in of not being called by
grace earlier ¥ Does he any where inform us
that he might have been regenerated, might
have been a spiritually living believer, might
have been an apostle earlier ; that, instead of
being as one born out of due time, he might
have been born earlier? So far from thia being
the case, does he not see that both in his first
and second birth, he was governed by him
whose counsel must stand, and who will do
all his pleasure ? Just look at the Apostle’s
own words. Here they are, * It pleased God
who separated me from my mother’s womb,
and called me by his grace.” Gal. i. 15.

¢ He shall convince of sin ** then, clearly
does not mean, he shall convince of the sin of
not being regenerated earlier ; and yet without
regeneration, there is no saving faith and no
salvation.

You will, my good Theophilus, meet with
some professors who will tell you that they
are convinced of the sin of not being Chris-
tians sooner, This delusive conviction is one
awful proof that they are Christians now onl
after the flesh, but not after the Spirit, an
therefore not real Christians at all.

¢ He shall convince the world of sin, be-
cause they believe not in me,” This special
conviction, then, of sin is one thing necdful
in order to a right belief in Christ; nor will
the Holy Spirit stop here, for where he con-
vinces of sin, he will convince also of righ-
teousness, that is, of the righteous perfection
of the work of Christ. This righteous per-
fection of his work is seen in his going to the
Father; his acceptance is the open demon-
stration of this perfection of his work, and of
judgment, because the Prince of this world is
judged. Here is the final defeat of sin and
Satan., He is utterly cut off. Such is the
life and light into which truth brings the
goul. Convinced of sin, that they may thus
believe in Christ with the heart unto righ-
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teousness, and with the mouth make oonfession
unto salvation.

The Holy Spirit never substitutes untruth
for truth, and therefore to charge him with
convincing of the sin of not possesssing saving
faith, or of not being & spiitually living
believer earlier than he is pleased to do his
mighty work of a new creature created in
Christ J esus:—** this Eeople have I created for
mysel :”"—to charge the Holy Spirit (as duty-
faithism in effect does) with convincing of
the sin of not being regenerated earlier, 18 to
make him the anthor of falsekiood, but hap-
pily it is impossible for God to lie.

Again (Jobn iii. 18,) it is written, *“ He
that believeth not is condemned already, be-
cause he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.” Of course he is :
be 1s condemned in the fall of Adam, and
what is he condemned for? Why, say some,
for not believing in the name of the only
begotten Son of God. But the Word of
truth does vot say so. Well, say some, but
it does give their not believing as a cause of
his condemnation. Well I know it does, but
among the many causes of salvation what kind
of cause of salvation is faith ? Not certainly
the original cause, nor the mediatorial cause,
nor the regenerative cause, nor the ultimate
cause, for the original cause of ealvation is
God's good pleasure, the mediatorial cause is
the work of Christ, the efficient cause is the
work of the Holy Ghost, the ultimate canse
is the happiness of the objects of everlastin
love, and the glory of God. 'What, then,
say, kind of cause is faith, of salvation ?
Nothing but an instrumental and evidential
cause. Itis a means of uniting us to the
truth, and in uniting us in love to the truth,
for it hereby becomes an evidence of interest
in the truth; but faith will by-and-bye cease
as 8 means, and as an evidence it will be
wanted no longer. It will be lost, as we
say, in sight.

And very analogous to faith's relation to
salvation, does the non-possession of thig
faith stand to condemnation. The want of
this faith is a means of keeping the soul from
either rightly seeing, or truly and vitally
entering into the kingdom of heaven, and
thus becomes an evidential cause of condem-
nation, and therefore the evidential reason
that one is saved and the other lost, is, that
one i8 & true believer in Christ, and the other
is not a living believer in Christ. But the
legal ground of his condemuation is twofold ;
his fall in Adam and his personal sins, among
which his non-possession of the faith of God’s
elect is not one. Unless you mean to run
into what appeats to me to be but little better
than blasphemy; namely, that Christ died
a8 much to augment the demnation of the
lost, as he did to procure the salvation of the
saved, so the lost may have as just a cause to
curse the Saviour as the saved may have to
bless him.

THB BARTHEN
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But does it not eay that this is the condem-
nation, that * light is come into the world, and
men lovo darkness rather than light because
their deeds are evil ¥ Well, I know it says
g0 ; and it is true wpon two grounds. First,
it is the duty of men to revere and listen to
their Maker, and, as I observed to you in my
last, this,their open rebellion against the light,
is laid to their account as a part of their sin,
and consequently their condemnation; and
it is also evidentially their condemnation as
?l‘oving them to be still under sin, and there-
ore, under the law of condemnation, and so
by virtue of the state they are in, the wrath
of God (which wrath has never been off from
them) still abideth on them.

Beware, then, my good Theopbilus, of
either perverting the Scriptures, or of walking
with them that do, but come out from among
them ; be not partaker of their sins, lest ye
also receive of their plagues; lest the
Judge, seeing thee consenting unto the
counsel and deed of those who rob his truth
of its glory, and who make themselves one
with harlot churches ; lest, I say, the Judge
should say unto thee, * When thou sawest a
thief, thou consentedst unto him, and hast
been partaker with adulterers,” .

Now, consider this, ye compromising pro-
feseors that forget God, * Lest,” saith the
Lord, “I tear you in pieces, and there is no
one to deliver.’

Most excellent Theophilus, be not thou
like unto them, but hear what saith the Judge
of all, ¢ Whoso offereth praise, praise to him
who out of Zion (by him who is the brightness
of his glory, and the express image of his Per—-
son, the perfection of beauty) hath shined.”
Whoso offereth praise to him who thus out of
Zion the perfection of beauty hath shined ;
that ordereth his conversation aright, «I will-
shew,” saith the Lord, ¢ the salvation of
God,” and this gives us all we need both now
and hereafter, 80 believes your most willing
servant, A Littie ONE.

THR LATE
WILLIAM HUNTINGTON,

A BAPTIST IN PRINCIPLE
A SPRINKLER IN PRACTICE.

(To the Editor of Tue EARTHEN VESSEL).

Bir.—From the questions asked in this
month’s VEsseL, I expect Mr. Huntington’s
sentiments on tho subject of baptism are but
little known, especially ns he seldom, if over,
alluded thereto in his letters or writings. i
hope some of your corrcspondents will give a
satisfactory reply, but in case such should not
bo received, f venture to send you this note,
as my family was intimately connected with
that good man, and a fact or two may be in-
teresting to your readers, and tend perhaps to
shew why his views were not published, as we
are all aware, that when, from whatever mo-
tive, our Princigle and preetice diffor, the less
that is sa1d, is the better liked.



Jap. 1; 1858.]

THS BARTHEN VESSEL.

19

If I remembor rightly, you gave a short God-sent minister! who if living would be as-

acoount in your pages, some years since, of
the way in which Mr. H. (then not a great
man) wished to be baptised by that servant
of God, Mr. Burnham, and went with others
for that purpose, but was prevented, so that
his own sentiments were in favor of Scriptural
or believer’s baptism. Why he mnever fol-
lowed his Master's command afterwards, but
with all his unwearied warfare against
fleshly religion and forms, should for years
himself practice an art of man’s device, is not
for us to say, but cannot be reflected upon,
without pain and regret, while it proves,
gracious men to be but men, and ‘* great ones
not always wise,” in the best wisdom.

That he did sprinkle is certain, as I know
ersons, who in their infancy, were sprinkled
y him, but I believe he was not accustomed

to perform that piece of mau’s invented
mockery, as a publio ordinance, in such a way
as the late Joseph Irons did, but principally in
private and for his particular friends; and on
this subject he displayed a liberality towards
those who objected to this and preferred the
Scriptural and Apostolic mode, not very re-
markable in his character, on other matters,
which could hardly be expected in a high
Tory and a staunch advocate for union of
church and state, and therefore not likely to
be guilty of liberalism, though to do him jus-
tise he was peculiarly open hearted and gener-
ous, and often unwisely 80, and a ready prey to
any loquacious imposter, who professed at-
tachment to his ministry. To prove this,
many now living could testify, if they would,
that persons wishing to join his society (I will
not say the ohurch under his care), on stating
they wished to be first baptised according to
their own convictions of Bible precepts and
example, were met with kindness and can.
dour, and such a reply as this, *“ By all means
do; go to Franklin, and with my respects, ask
him to baptise you;'' or thus,—taking a
guinea,—go to Kranklin, and give him this,
with my respects, and say I will thank him to

baptiso you, as soon as convenient to him.' | ph

r. F. was a minister, 1 believe of a Baptist
chapel, near Red Cross Streot, andthough
much opposed to many of Mr. Huntington’s
views and proceedings, baptised many in this
way for him, and for each one received a
guinea either by the hands of the candidates
or afterwards. '

So much for knowledge of what was right,
as rospeots the ordinance itself, but this know-
ledge went further still, and some may be sur-
prised to find him an advocate, or at least one
that saw the consistency and honesty of strict
communion; for he would sometimes, speak
thus: “ Woell, but, after you have been bap-
tised, you will not surely, my friend, wish to
sit down, with us.”” To which such persons
who had generally been brought to know the
truth by God's blessing upon and power with
his ministry, mostly replied that they were
desirous of so doing, out of regard to him as
the instrument of their spiritual change.

In this view and conduct, how far beyond
the pitiful enmity and opposition to God’s or-
dinance, and its advocates, shown by some of
his professed followers in this day, was that

hamed of them. Henever said * there was no
water baptism in the New Testament.,” I
wish, from my heart, they might follow him,
where he followed Christ, whether in spirit,
opinions, doctrines, or conversation, and when
he did not, that they might hear the Master’s
voice and learn of him, and with this wish, I
leave them and their enmity, which ean injure
no one, s0 much as themselves, for as Hart
88YS,
“ What Christ has said must be fulfill’d,

On this firm Rock believers build—

His word shall stand, his truth prevail

And not one jot or tittle fail.”

Tho' I have shown Mr. H’s favourable views
towards the ordinance of believers® baptism,
that favor was not shown towards that denom-
ination, any more than to other dissenters, for
though himself professing to be one, strange
to say, they, with all their ministers seemed
to be all along as much the objects of his per-
Betual and implacable hatred as they were of

is abuse. This his writings testity, yet he
often spoke well of the Establishment, quoted
her prayers and articles, yet in his first
awakening he tells us how much he saw and
loathed the emptiness of her forms and the
wickedness of her hireling priests.

“The baptists he was wont to represent asa
set of hyprocrites, depending on an external
ceremony instead of the inward work of God
on the soul.”—I quote from a mnarrative, by
one of his congregation, who also gives us
Mr. H's enlightened explanation of why ho
sprinkled childron, which he says, he always
did in his vestry, privately, * As A SIGN THAT
THEY 8TOOD IN NEED OF CONVERSION,”

I will conclude by naming a wish, I with
many feel, and shall he glad if its expression
in your pages, should stir up some able and
gracious man to the work, viz, that a fair and
impartial memoir of that extraordinary char-

“acter should be undertaken ; until this isdone,

a great gap exists in our Theological Biogra-
I feel sure it would be intensely inter-
esting, and if properly executed, eminently
ugeful to the churcgof Christ both in instruc-
tion and warning; as a parrative and an ex-
hortation of character, it would be surpassed
by none, and would afford subject for infor-
mation and reflection, to see what great grace
can be united with suoh great nng numerous
faults ; and be a striking living testimony to
the truth, that by the grace of God,’” his
servants are what they are, of usefulness, or
gifts, yet that at the same time, *In them,
that is in their flesh dwelleth no good thing.”
Such amenioirhasnever been published,though
forty-four years have elapsedP gince his death.
Manymay ask why, since such lives are asreadi-
ly given, as they are eagerly sought by the reli-
gious gublic? A good and the right answer is
given by a sensible author, in a small work ho
wrote to fill up this deficiency in a measure,
whioh hindrance perhaps still exists, and itis
this, ¢ That his friends will not allow that he
had any fawlts, and his enemies that he had
any oxcellencias ; the former are all praise, the
latter all censure. This solves the difficulty,
for it is obvious that such biases must disqua-



20

lify from writing, and with such fmprossions,
no memoir could be written to any good pur-
pose.”

Let us bave a man, if the Lord will, that is
fitted by a sober, judicious judgment, who can
love tho truth William Huntingdon taught,
beceuse it is God’s truth, but will not for that
call good evil,or idolize & man and his pride and
failings, to the disparagement of any other
servant of that Master. * Such are puffed up
for one against another,” and their eyes are
blinded from the simple vital truth of all be-
ing sinners in God's sight, and ** Ye aresaved
by grace, through faith, and that not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God,” and let no flesh
glory in his presence, and therefore let no man
glory in men.

is own narrative cannot be oalled a life.
The church wants to know his subsequent
career and end. Facts for the early part might
be taken from his own account, but abundant
materials exist, and living persons, (which
however, each year lessens in number) who
could supply facts and ciroumstances that
would not fail to interest,and cause such a work
to be widely circulated. Let us hear of his
grace and talents that we may bless God the
giver, and let o much of his errors be known,
whether in spirit or doctrine, and his faults
whether personsal or public, as may serve as &
beacon to those that are in the same danger,
and may read of the folly and sin of any lord-
ship over God’s heritage, while they admire
how God can exalt one of low degree to a
place of eminence and usefulness in the church
1n after generations, Your’s respectfully, BR. B,

[We are quite certain such a memoir of
Mr. Huntington would be exceedingly useful.
‘We know the very man who is well fitted to
do it, in every sense, but material from private
sources is wanting. Wil all our readers use
what influence they may have in obtaining,
selecting, and forwarding all the racTs
they can of Mr. Huntington's entirelife and
last days?® Address to the ¢ Editor of a New
Memoir of the late William Huntington's
Entire Life, Ministerial, and Literary labours
and Last Days.” Care of C. W. Banks, 2,
Eldon Place, Grange Road, Bermondsey,
London.

DID MR. HUNTINGTON SPRINKLE?

I~ enswer to a question, “* did Mr. Hun-
tington sprinkle?” 1 reply that he did
occasionally, at the particular requests of some
of his people, but not frequently. I, myself,
well knew an instance. A lady residing at
Farnham, in Surrey, sent her servant (a day-
labouring man) to London, with a present of
a hare, requesting of Mr. Huntington, as a
favour, to baptize her child. The poor man
did not like to approach ¢ the Doctor” ome
handed, so he bought another hare, and went
with a brace. A verhal message was returned,
that, if she would bring the child up, he
would attend to her request. It caused much
gossip at the time, and not a little merriment
at the poor man’s folly.

But Mr. Huntington, at one time, had in-
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tonded himself to have been baptized by im-
mergion. Mr. Richazd Burnham, lato of
Grafton-street, but then a Baptist minister
at Staines, in Middlesex, was ensaged to bap-
tize him. ﬁ‘he time was éxed, and Mr, Turner
(of Bagshot, whom I well knew) intended to
have Eiseen baptized with him. Mr. H,
changed his mind, and Mr. T. was baptizod
alone, I had this account from Mr. Turner’s

own mouth, J. A, Jonus.

HE IS JEHOVAH-JIREH STILL.

DeAr Eprrom. — I am constrained by a
deep sense of obligation to our covenant
Jehovah, to raise an Ebenezer to his praise,
by Eublicly acknowledging an instance of his
faithfulness and loving-kindness to me, hoping
it will redound to the honor of his nams, as
the means of encouraging some of my poor
brethren who labour in word and doctrine, to
trust in him at all times, and to pour out
their heart before him, under the sweet per-
suasion that he is still ** JEHOVAR-JIRER.”

The instance of his mercy which I desire
gratefully to publish is the following :—

In the year 1847 I went to Bilston,’ in
Staffordshire, to preach the word, and there
first saw some of Dr, Gill's works, at the
house of the senior deacon, Mr. J. Waldran.
Looking over their important contents, I saw
them to be what 1 wanted; and having pro-
cured ¢ The Cause of God and Truth,” also,
the “Body of Divinity,” in two volumes, at
a cheap book shop in %irmingham, I atten-
tively read them, to my senl's profit, and
wrote the following words on the fly-leaf of
the second volume of the ¢ Body of Di-
vinity :”—¢The whole- works of this-.great -
and good man I should much like ; especially:
his learned and copious Commentary on-the
Bible, in five or six folio volumes, originally
worth about £10; but I am too poor to buy
them. ¢This poor man eried, and the Lord
heard him’ (Psalm xxxiv. 6); and if it be
for my good and his glory, he will fulfil this
my desire. ¢Stand still, and see his salva-
tion.” ‘Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently
for him ; trust also in him, and he will bring
it to pass.””

Now, mark the result. As I was sltting in
my study last Saturday evening, in came .one
of my occasional hearers, and brought me the
very books I asked for én 1847, having had to
wait for them ten years, and in the kindest
manner presented them to me, with this in-
soription :—

¢ To John Freeman, Minister, Bethel Cha-
pel, Cheltenham, December, 1857. In the
name of Jesus Christ I present these books to
you, as a token of my respeot to, and mani-
fet;‘tation of my love to you, for the truth’s
sake.”

_ Oh! magnify the Lord with me, and let us
‘exalt his name together! Yours in tho love
of tha Spirit, J. B,

8, Banford-terrace, Cheltenbam, Deo. 0,
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Our Chnechies, their Pastors, and fheie eople,

ORDINATION, AND REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE,

OF MR.
AT

JOHN INWARD,
RYARSH,

KENT,

OrF Tuesday; Dec, 1, the village of Ryarsh
presented an interesting and aniwmating scene,
owing to the Ordination Services of Mr.
INWARD.

In the morning, Mr. T, Btringer (the Lu-
ther of Kent,) delivered a lucid discourse on
the nature aud constitution of a gospel church,
reading 1 Tim. iii. 15, as his text, * the church
of the living God.” He spoke of its origin,
its subjects, its order,and its end. Its origin,
he said, was eternal. God the Father, chose,
loved, blessed and wrote, in heaven a number
which no man can number from everlasting ;
lpredestiuated and ordained them to eternal

ife, saying, “ They shall be my people, and I
will be their God.” The dear Redeemer
accepted them as the Father’s gift, saying
*“Thine they were, and thou gavest them me,”
He objected to nome, but received them all,
and became Surety for them, responsible to
God, to law and justice, for their everlasting
redemption and salvation. The blessed Spirit
cngaged to quicken, call, convince them of
sin, regenerate, and to teach them their need
of a Saviour, and this He will continue to do,
defying all oppositions,

¢ Till all the ransomed church of God,
Be saved to sin no more.’

The eternal completion of the church is
clearly seen in Ps. cxxxix. 16. ‘¢ Thine eyes
did see my substance, yet being imperfect (or
not put together) nmdy in thy book all my
meinbers were written.'” Its subjects are
who are quickened by thé blessed Spirit and
are visibly new creatures in Christ, who are
more or less burdened with a sense of sin and
guilt and who earmestly cry, *“ Lord save me!”
They are an humble, penitent, praying people,
who love the Lord, his truth, his people, his
word, his works and his ways. Who can sa;
‘“ Come, and hear, all ye that fear God, and
will declare what he hath done for my soul.”
They are the loved and chosen by the Father,
redeemed and saved by the Son, regenerated
and sanctified by the Spirit. Such only are
the proper subjects for church fellowship with
the saints of the Most High. This 1s the
Church visible of the living God. It is a liv-
ing, walking, talking, thinking, sighing, hearing
and singing church—all glorious within. Its
order. Qur God will have an orderly house,
!:hough many use all their energies to make
ita disorderly one. I am gladitis notso at
Ryarsh. God has appointed a faithful mini-
stry in his church. Deacons are designed
to manage faithfully the secular affairs of
the church. Preaching the word, administer-
ing the ordinances of Baptism by immorsion
aud the Lord’s suppor ; attondance on the

J.| of the living God.

means of grace, prayer and praise are the
Jaws, ordinanees, and order of the church
Bible and gospel order
punctually observed is one great means of
promoting peace and prosperity in a church.
Its end. There will be no end to the being
and well being of the church of God. No
end to her happiness, her holiness, her peace,
nor her pleasure for ever. Bless God, there
will be an end to all her mourning and her
miseries. The great end Jehovah had in view
in the choice, redemption, juatification, and
salvation of elect millions was to magnify the
riches of his grace, to glorify his exalted name,
and bring them to reign with him for ever and
ever. For when the ard shall build up Zion
he shall appear in his glory, and unto the
eternal Three shall be glory in the church
throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.

Mr. Stringer then called upon some brother
to give a brief account of the providential deal-
ings of God in bringing pastor and people
together. Mr., Crowhurst (Deacon) rose and
read a very pleasing and satisfactory report,
amounting tothis: “Itis the Lord's doings and
marvellous in our eyes.” Mr. Stringer then
requested brother INWARD to give a brief
account of his call by grace, to which he res-
ponded as follows:

CALL BY GRACE.

My pEAR CHBISTIAN FRIENDS—I stand
before you with feelings I cannot express;
and these my insuppressible feelings arise
from three things :—First, I stand here be-
fore you as a living proof of what Dr. Watta
says,

« He takes the fool, and makes him know
The mysteries of his grace;
To lay aspiring wisdom low,
And human pride abase.”

And this I deeply feel at this moment.
Secondly, I stand iere as a living proof also
of the wonder-working providence of God;
for by it I am satisfied I now stand in my
present; position. Thirdly, I stand before
you this morning in answer to the prayers of
the members of this church; and this fact
greatly encourages and supports me in giving
you a relation of the Lord's dealings with
my soul.

I must curtail, and only give you the sub-
stance of the matter.

I was born at Northend, in the parish of
Crayford, in the county of Kent. From a
child I never could do as did others, without
suffering for the same, I never could sin
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cheaply. 1 remember, as far back as four
years old, and upwards, feeling what a guilty
conscience was, and going down on my little
kunees from time to time, and asking his for-
giveness, In this way I went on until I was
about fifteen years old, from which time, up
to seventeen, I went on in an oxcess of
pleasure and rioting, intermingled with many
attempts to be religious, but every attempt
failed.

I now thought of a plan that would bring
me to my senses—namely, to go to eea; for,
thought I, I shall be brought into such immi-
nent dangers, and have such narrow escapes
of my life, that surely I shall become good.
Accordingly I prepared myself some wearing
apparel suited to a sea-faring life, and with
another appointed a day to put this my plan
into execution, by going to Gravesend to get
& ship. But my grandmother, having heard
of it, followed me, and said she would do so
wherever I went. I, knowing her temper,
knew it was no use to pursue, so 1 turned
back.

A short time after, I again tried to go to
sea, with three more; but although we tried
all through the pool at London, and although
there were hundreds of ships there fitting for
sea, yet we could not obtain one. Oh! the
horror of mind that I was in, when returning
home at night from London to Woolwichl
1 shall never forget it.

1 was now between seventeen and eighteen
years old, and just ripe for stepping into any
sin laid before me; but he prevented me by
his power. 1 thought one Sunday night that
I would go to Crayford Chapel, where I had
been taught in a Sunday-school. Accordingly
1 went, and the minister took for his tex
“ Where is now thy hope ?” It laid fast hold
of my mind, and I saw and felt that I had
none that would do to die with. Again I
started with all my might to attain that that
the text spoke of,—namely, hope. I began
to pray, if it could be called prayer; read my
Bible; Iearned hymns; and attended the
means of grace. These things I followed
closely and strictly for two or three months,
until I became quite reformed in my life;
and so proud was I of it, that when I met
my companions in sin, my proud heart said
inwardly, ““Stand by thyself; I am holier
than thou.” ’

Just at this crisis, I had the conversion of
Colonel Gardner put into my hands. While
reading it, I came to where he says, that
while the minister was in prayer the Lord
changed his heart. Change of heart! thought
I, what is that? Ere the thought had passed
through my mind, these words were sent into
my conscience with irresistible power, and
ransacked everg corner of my soul (I shook
likke a leaf in the wind, every nerve), namely,
“Your heart must be ehanged, or you will be
damned.”

I now saw and felt what real religion was,
—namely, a change of heart. I now saw and
felt what a guilty sioner I was. All my
former fite and attempts to become religious
were driven before the voice of God in my
conscience, like the gossumer threads of an
autumnal raorning befure the bright and
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powerful rays of the sun, Down I fell; and
all my religious attainments with me, with a
ery in my soul, ¢ Have mercy upon me! what
ocan it all mean?’ My dear brother, a good
Eoung man, was up in his room reading his

ible, which he was wont to do ; so I thought
I would go and ask him what a chango of
heart consisted in ? for I knew no more what
it was than a babe just born. I crept up
the staire as well as I could, for such were
tho feelings of my soul that I could scarcely
stand. hen I entered the room, he looked
over his shoulder, and said, * Woll, John,
what makes you go to chapel so frequently of
late? You gid not used to go.” This sunk
my soul fathoms, for it appeared like clench-
ing the nail that had just been driven into my
conscience. I turned and went out of the
room (for I could not ask him anything about
the matter), without saying a word, and went
to my room; there I fell on my knees before
God, and groaned out, *Lord, if my heart is
not changed, do change it; and if it is, do
bring me to know it, so that I may be de-
livered from the dreadful and desperate state
that I am in.”

I went on under these feelings for some
months, hoping sometimes; but more often
fearing that hell as my just desert would be
my doom. Sometimes f thought that 1 had
committed the sin against the Holy Ghost.
This almost drove me to despair.

I now attended the means of grace, read
my Bible, prayed, or rather groaned before
the Lord, with quite different views and feel-
ings than heretofore. It was then with the
idea of duty, but now it was with a “ Who
can tell " Yes, I put now my hand ugon
my mouth, and my mouth in the dust, with a
«If so be there may be hope.” But my De-
liverance was drawing nigh. One night I read
previous to going to bed, the circumstance of
the lepers in Samaria (2 Kings vii. 3, 4).
There was nothing particular to my mind in
the words when 1 read them, but they ar-
rested my attention. I had not been long in
bed before light shone from heaven upon
them, which shewed me I was in a similar
position spiritually, as they were naturally.

‘While I was musing upon them, they wero
sent into my soul with such sweetness and

ower, and such a melting and softncss of

eart was felt that I cannot describe; and a
voice came with them into my soul with a
Qersuuive power, irresistible, which said,
* Come, poor sinner, venture as they did ; you
can but die:” and it was blessedly backed up
with the language of the poet,—

* I can but perish if I go;
I am resolved to try;
For if I stay away, I know
I must for ever die.

¢ But should I die with mercy sought,
‘When I the King have tried,
This wore to die (delightful thought!)
As sinner never died.”

The happiness they brought into my soul,
attended with love and joy, was indeseribable.
1 was carried with all my sin, and guilt, and
fear, just as I was, into the arms and heart of
aloving and forgiving Saviour, and my soul
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found a welcome reception ; pardoning mercy
flowed in; and communion flowed forth to-
ward him, I wept to the praise of the mercy
I found; and for two or three hours I hardly
know whether I was in the bedy or out; my
guilt and fears all fled :—

¢ 1 looked for hell, he brought me heaven,”

was sweetlfy realised, and I fell asleep in the
arms of a forgiving When I awoke in
the morning the savour of it was still upon
my spirit, as algo it was for several weeks.
Creation had now new beauties and charms;
so had the Bible, and the means of grace;
yea, I seemed in & nmew world and state of
things altogether; and everything that is
dear to him, was to me also dear.

After this I was led to see baptism, and
i'oined the church at Crayford. It was not

ong before I fell into a state of doubts and
fears, in reference to all that I had felt being
real, Batan questioned all that I had felt,
and told me it was all delusion. My convic-
tions (said he) were only natural ; my repent-
ance was like to that of the world; m
prayers were ouly the prayers of the wicked,
which are an abomination to God ; and as for
your deliverance you talk about, 1t was all a
farce and imagination, and you are deluded
altogether, and are among; those that are de.
ceiving and being deceived. Oh, how low did !
ray poor soul sink under these suggestions of |
the wicked oune! and here I was for three!
ears, and could get no rest day nor night.
hen night came my cry was, * Would to
God it were morning!’ and when morning
came, * Would to God it was night!” I re-
eated from the bitter anguish of my soul,
¢ Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. Search
me, oh God, and try me,” &c.

I used secretly to wish that if my soul was
deceived that God would take my life, so that
I might know the worst of it, rather than let
me live in a mere profession of his name, so
awful did a mere profession appear to me;
aund to add to my bonds, I was at this time sit-
ting under a freewill gospel ; and here my poor
sou% was so racked, and torn, and cut to
pieces, and enslaved, that had not God in-
visibly supported me, I must have sunk into
despair. 1P was at length invited by a young
mau to hear Mr. Stringer, who was coming to
preach at Bexley on the following Sunday.
Accordingly I went. The dear Lord so led
him into my path that I had been groaning
along in for three years, that I was astonished
how 1t was then that he should know all about
ma, and my feelings and exercises. Here my
soul was again set at liberty, and I went
down the dances of them that make merry.
He also led me to see the difference existing
between the doctrines I had been sitting un-
der, and what he preached; so that when I
went back to hear at Crayford again, I could
not hear : it all seemed nonsense to me.

I continued to hear Mr. Stringer, until he
became the pastor of Snowsfields, and my
soul became established in the truth by him
and Mr. Slim, whose church I joined at Bexley
Heath. After this I used to run about hither
and thither, in search of truth, which had
boen dear to, and food for my never.dying
soul.
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At length, after wading through many
trials, it was my harpdy and never-to-be-for.
gotten mercy to be led to Woolwich. I at-
tended Old Carmel Chapel, Mr, Hanks came
to mfply, My soul was blessed under him;
and 1 said, “ He is the man for me;” and my
constant prayer was that God would bring
him there. He came at length, and for one

ear and a-half my soul was blessed indeed,

h, that dear Old Carmel ! I shall never for.
get thee, mor the heaven on earth I experi-
enced in thee. No, never! My soul was
riveted to the place, the people, and the dear
minister. Yes, he has been a minister to my
soul; indeed, I have gone into that place
loaded with care and misery; I have come
out as happy as a being could be this side of
heavenly bliss; and when he has been exali-
ing a precious Christ in the ministry of the
word, my soul has inwardly cried out—‘* Lif¢
him up! Uift him up! higher! higher ! un-
til I have almost swooned away in and with
love to his dear name.

I have passed through much deep poverty,
and many trials, but having obtained help of
God, I continue to this day; and can verily
say, from deep feelings within, “By the
grace of God I am what I am.”

Mr. Stringer then rose and said—Thank
you, my brother. You have heard, friends,
our brother’s call by grace. It needs no
comment of mine: it speaks for itself, and
must commend itself to every gracious mind.
I am happy to hear that the Lord has made
my poor ﬂbours a blessing to him, which I
was not aware of before. Our brother will
now give us an account of his call to the
ministry.

CALL TO THE MINISTRY.

Mr. Inward then said—It is now abolt
seven or eight years ago since I first had
thoughts about the ministry; but I used to

ut it far from me, feeling it was an utter
1mpossibility for that ever to take place.

Once I had a dream. I dreamed that I
was preaching in a room at Erith, and therc
was & man came in whom I knew. As soon
as he came in I was so confused by his pre-
sence that I was obliged to sit down; and
under these feelings I awoke. These words
were applied with weight—* Be not afraid of
their faces, lest I confound thce before them.”
They rested with me more or less for months.
I could not make out what they meant then ;
but, strange to say, they were fulfilled to
the letter; for \vhi{e preaching omne night in
the same room in Erith, in came the man,
and the same effect was produced, with tho
exception of sitting down, but I knew not
how to go on.

I was in tho Isle of Wight, where thero
are plenty of chapels, but none of tho right;
consequently, on Sundays I was a prisoner at
home. On ono of theso occasions I was be-
moaning my sad state, because there was no
gosFel for me to hear, when this thought
rushed into wmy mind, which sottened my
heart and drew out iny love toward the
Lord’s people universally—namely, ¢ Well,
I will pray for those who can bear, that
God would bless them to.day.”” I accord-
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ingl{ retired to do so; and while in the
act the Lord sent these words sweetly into my
soul,—*‘ They shall prosper that leve thee (Je-
rusalem).” "I felt such a feeling toward the
whole church of God in the wilderness, that I
never felt before, and there came into my
soul such an overwhelming desire, which
spontancously flowed out towards the Lord,
lEat I cannot describe, to be made useful to
his people for the glorification of his own
name; and I said, * Lord, do anything with
me; drag me through anything; but make
me useful to thy glory in my day and gene-
ration,”

‘While experiencing these outbursts of heart
to the Lord and his people, the work of the
ministry was laid on my mind, so that I
could not get rid of it. I have prayed to the
Lord to take it away hundreds of times, but
there it still was. At these times I used to
talk to the lanes, hedges, trees, and woods.
Sometimes I used to think it was the work of
Satan to puff me up with pride.

There were three Scriptures that followed
me, which sometimes used to make mo think
it was of God, and srmetimes of the devil;
namely, “ Whatsocever thy hand findeth to do,”
and * Neglect pot the gift thatisin thee,” and
the other was, ““ They ran, but I sent them
not ; they shall not profit this people at all.”’
So powerfully did these words affect my mind
that if I opened my Bible promis¢uously 1-pon
them I used to be obliged to shut it again. I
dreaded them as a child does the rod. I went
on in this way some few years, solemnly exer-
cised about the matter, At length, I removed
to Bexley-heath; went to hear Mr. Wallis,
and here I was brought to preach the gospel
in the following way.

MR. INWARD'S FIRST SERMON.

There was a man who had engaged to preach
in the open air at Wilmington, at Kent, He
saw me in the week, and said, * Would you
mind coming there on Sunday, and pitch the
tunes ?"' I replied, ““ Yes.” Sunday came, and
I got my friend Sheppard to accompany me;
s0 off we started. ln going, there came a
shower of rain. My friend said, “ Perhaps asit
raing, he will not come, for the grass will be wet
for the people.” Un we went, and when we
arrived there the people began to assemble,
but no preacher appeared. I began to have
the trerubles: ere long there had assembled a
great concourse of people from the neighbour-
ing villages around. I looked, and looked,
and looked across the fields for the preacher,
but no preacher came in sight. From top to
toe did I begin to shake. ﬁresently the thing
that 1 was greatly fearing came upon me.
My friend stepped up to me, and said, “ You
had better commence the service, and if he do
not come, speak as the Lord shell help you.”
8o said another, and another, and so said a
fourth. I refused, but they kept urging.
Amongst those that 50 pressed there were two
critical hearers. A fear of man arose in m
mind; I felt that I eould not ; mor did.I, al-
though my conscience lashed me every time
1 refused. The people dispersed, and my
fricud and myself started for home; but
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while passiug over Dartford-heath I had
such a thrashing from these two Scriptures
that I cried like a child under the same,—
“ Whosoever is ashamed of me and my
words, of him will I be ashamed at the last
day”’ And, “The fear of man bringeth a
suare,”” The effect was, it extorted this pro-
mise from me; and I said, **Lord, do forgive
ne; and if ever the oﬁportunity occurs again
I will speak, as thou shalt help me.”

The following night (Monday) was a
prayer meeting. I went, and saw the man
whom I had engaged to meet, and he, with
Mr. Wallis, began to chide me because I did
not speak to the people. I told them their
chidings were of no avail, for I had been
chidden by the Lord when coming home.
Mr. Wallis was going my way home, so I
went with him. Going along, he drew out
of me some things relative to my exercises
about the ministry. When he got to his
garden-gate he aaid, *‘Stay a moment.” He
then eaid, “I have engaged to preach at
Erith on Wednesday night. I am called to
husiness on that day, and therefore cannot be
there. I therefore now engage with you to
go; and stop away, if you dare! ~Good
night,” said he, and away he went. I called
after him, but he made no reply; and into
his house he went. I thought 1 ‘should have
sunk into the earth. I groaned, “ How can
I go?” My vow made previously came fresh
into my mind, with all the circumstances at-
tending it, and I stood and looked like a
maniac. Oh, what a fix I felt to be in!
Here was & vow made to God to preach,
Here was an aged servant of Jesus calling
upon me to do so; and solemn feelings in
reference to the matter. 'What, thought I,
can 1 do?P What steps shall I take ? when
immediately this question was put to my
soul,—** Who maketh thee to differ from an-
other? And what hast thou that thou hast
not received P’ My soul eaid, “* Nothing,
Lord; all I have, and all I am, are from and
of thee. By thy grace I am what I am.”

While I was thus musing these words were
sent into my soul, and made me willing—
“Freely ye have received, freely give.” I
went home and searched for the words, and
found that they were a part of Christ’s com-
mission to his discigles to preach the guspel.
[ felt a hope that the matter was of the Lord,
therefore I told him I wouid, if he would go
with me and help me. The night arrived,
and off [ went, with another friend. I trem-
bled and shook all the way there.

I arrived: the people were assembled,
waiting for the parson ; presently in came an
aged woman, and gave me a look, seeing mo
bebind the desk, and I overbeard  her say~—
““Where is Mr. Wallis? ¢ Oh (said a
female), he cannot come; and he has sent
John in his stead. “ Well (said the old
woman), I wish [ had not come. I do not
feel well, and it's a dark night, and Mr.
Wallis is not here.”” I thought 1 should have
sunk. [ wished [ had not come.

The time soon came for the parson to give
out his text. 1 tremblingly gave out, *Bal-
vation is of the Lord;" and 1f ever any poor
soul wag under two powers-—tho power of
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God and of Batan—1 was.
over, the aged wcman (who 8o cast me down)
came and took hold of my hand, with tears in

her eyes, and said, *“1 bless God that I en-:

tered this place to-night! for | came in here
as full of misery as [ could hold, but He has
made use of you to bring my soul again into
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In the afternoon, Mr, Hanks, the pastor of
Mr. Inward, delivered the Charge, taking that
of Paul's to Archippus as his text (Col. iv. 17),
making an apt and interesting use of the sig-
nification of the name. The charge, which
was affectionate and earncst throughout, was
marked by much judicious counsel, and illus-

that liberty wherewith he makes his people ' trated with many pleasing and touching re-
free,” And I believe sbe added, ‘ God has a | miniscenses of Mr. Hank's personal ministry.
work for you to do; and I bid you God-speed | We subjoin the following detached senten-
in the name of the Lord.” l ces of

I found it as hard work to believe the
statements of the dear old woman, as | did to i THE CHi}:’GME; ’f{O HIEKE; PASTOR,

preach, at first ; for I thought that I never
could be made of such use to a child of God,| Take heed that your ministry be of an un-
who knew more than I did, and who had  mistakeable character. Let it be so distinc-
been in the ways between forty and fifty tive and unequivocal that there can be no mis-
years. : take as to what it i3, There are men whose
1t was soon rumoured that John Inward had | ministry is of such ,on ambiguous cast as to
began to preach, I had invitations from puzzle you in attempting to arrive at any de-
various churches. This has heen my position ! finite and satisfactory conclusion concerning it.
the last six years. [ have met with much | At one time,you would think them on the side
opposition. I never stood up in a place yet, | of free-grace, and at another on the side of
but the Lord has blessed my poor utterances | free-will, and, occasionally, favourable to both.
to save a poor soul, or souls; and many a |l trust, my dear brother, the day will never
time when I have thought of giving it up, | come in the which T shall hear that you are
this fact has spurred me on again and again. | to be found in such a contemptible position.

In reference to God's leading me here, Mr.
Hanks and Mr. Middleton have been clearly
the instruments.

This Mr. Inward shewed, but space for-
bids. He further said,—

God has blessed the word to the feeding
and building up of many souls; and to-day’s
service is the ultimate result of the same;
and under present feelings I am willing to
live and die with them, providing the Lord
still makes use of me to their souls and his
gl(})&y. Aren,

r. Stringer then rose and said,—There is
one feature in our brother’s relation that is
very prominent—namely, humility, He has
very little views of himself. The Lord keep
him there! There needs no remark of mine;
it is quite plain that he has been called of
God to preach the gospel.

He then called upon the church to mani-
fest their satisfaction by shew of hands; and
this was done unanimously. His dear pastor,
Mr. Hanks, then joined the hands of Mr. J.
Inward, and Mr. Crowhurst, the deacon, to-
gether.

Brother Inward was then asked for a Con-
fession of his Faith which amounted to the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth,

Tho chureh was then called upon to signify
their choice of brother Inward as Pastor,
which was declared by an unamious show of
hands. The Pastor was then requested to
express his willingness to take the oversight
of the church which he signified by holding u
his right hand. Mr. Banks was then desires
to join the right hands of paster and deacon,
which he did with a few swcet and seasonable
observatiens. Thus the marriage was solemn-
ized and the morning service closed with the
following verse and with prayer.

*“ One army of the living God

To thy command we bow,
Part of the host have crossed the flood,
And part are crossing now.”

Even the intelligent worldling concedes credit
to the man who boldly expresses his own
views, although he has no sympathy with the
truths they exhibit.

Take heed that you defend the doctrines of
the gospel from those pernicious aud deadly
errors which strike at their roots. For
instance, the doctrine of the Trinity from the
Unitarian heresy—the Deity of Christ from
the Socinian lie—the Deity of the Holy Ghost
from the procession scheme—particular re-
demption from the universal theory —free-
grace against free-will, &c., &c.; as also the
doctrines of election, redemption, effectual
calling, perseverance, and the certain giorifi-
cation of the one chureh of Christ from their
opposites respectively. One of your designa-
tions, as a minister of Christ, is that of a
“ Watchman,” and your post is on Zion’s walls.
And to stand there with your eyes and mouth
sbut would be to stand as though you were
both blind and dumh. I charge you, there-
fore, that you descry and oppose every enemy
that would invade her sacred and hallowed
precincts. Some people say, we should let
the sentiments of others alone and be content
with the liberty to publish our own. AndI
admit the speciousness of the counsel and ad-
vice, and their sott and charitable tone. But,
I, on the contrary, tell you my dear brother,
that you should ‘do no such thing. Ihold it
asincumbent on the minister of Christ to ex-
pose and preach against error, as it is to

rotect and preach the truth; and I cannot,
or the life of me, see how he can faithfully
discharge his office, without he does both.

Take heed that you study the word of God
more than anythingelse. Study that pre cmin-
ently. But you will not confine yourself to
that, Read ~anything which comes within
your reach whicl’; is likely to be useful to
you in your work. Such works for instance,
as throw a light on the historical, prophetical,
and metaphorical parts of the sacred Scriptures
and literature generally. This I hold to be
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honest and commendable. But for men to
0 to authors for esperience, with which to
urnish themselves for the pulpit, and there
to pass it ofl as the work of God in their own
sougs is awful to the last degree. I cannot
believe that any man with the fear of God in
bis heart, would doit. But of this I have
no fear in your case, If there were any
among your congregation, my dcar brother,
that were at all doubtful of you, your testi~
mony to-day of the Lord’s gracious dealings
with you must for ever set their minds at rest.

Take heed that you watch yourself, by so
doing you willfind the less work for those who
watch you. A minister's character is an
object of such interest to some persons, that
they sedulously watoh it. Jeremiah, in his
day, had many such watchers. Remember,
my dear brother, it is not for your virtues, that
they may praise you, that such persons wateh,
but it is for your wices, rather, that they may
erpose you, that they give themselves up to
this uchallowed work. DBut serpents as well
as sheep, eat of that which 1s congenial to
their nature, and you cannot have forgotten
the malediction of heaven which ever more
prescribed ¢ dust ”’ 8s the serpent’s meat,

Take heed that you watch against envy and
jealousy towards others, who may be more
successful in the ministry than yourself.
Never let your inability to ¢mmitate force you
to calumniate others. The ground which you
are to plougl, and plant, and water in the
vineyard of your Master, he has marked out
to an inch, and he will help you in, and keep
you at it, till your allotted work is done. He
will no more allow you to do the work he has
apportioned to another, than he will permit
another to do what he has appointed for you.
‘Whether it be little or much our Master leaves
it to each of his servants to begin and finish
their own work.

Take heed to prayer. Watch against every
thing which would draw you aside from that.

Mr. Hanks concluded with the warmest
expressions of sympathy for the pastor and
his little flock.

In the evening, Mr, Neville, of Sutton.at-
Hone, addressed the church from Gal, iv. 30:
< Nevertheless, what saith the Seripture?’’
He boldly insisted on the word of God being
our only rule of faith and practice, and clearly
shewed that it authorised the organization of
churches on strict communion principles, and
none others. His grave and affectionate
counsel was listened to with breathless atten-
tion, and should the church at Ryarsh be
enabled to reduce it to practice, happy for
them. Thus terminated the services og one of
the happiest days I ever remember to have
spent in Zion: A Witness.

PeMBROKE STBEET CHAPEL, DEVONPORT.
~—Dear Sir, on Bunday evening, Nov. 28th,
our beloved pastor, Mr. Westlake, Pembroke-
street, Devonport, Devon, immersed five
upon a profession of their love to Jesus, in
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
He spoke Powerfully from Acts x, 47, 48.
¢t Can any man forbid water 7’ &e., faithfully
delineating the precious word, shewing us
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how much better to oboy, than to sacrifico.
Two years since, ho immorsed ten, and added
four; we have causo to bless God he is doing
o work amongst us. Mr. Westlake is in sim-
plicity led to declare the precious truths, that
we are at times permitted to say, ‘¢ Surely this
is no other than the house of God, and the very
ate of heaven to our souls.,” May it be the
iord's will yet to spare him in usefulness,
that the seei sown may bear precious fruit,
and when God in providence shall bid him
come up higher, I trust the garment of Elijah
will fall on some Elisha, that we may find
still to sit under the shadow of the Almighty
to be great delight. I think there are several
hoverinﬁ round the pool which I pray the
Lord will bring forward to glorify him, in this
a corner of the vineyard; our pastor preacbed
only to eight souls the first Sabbath morning
about four yoars since. May we yet have
cause to glonfy him' in the much despised or-
dinance in these parts and bhis name shall
have all the glory and praise. A MEMBER.

VisiTiNG MERCY OF A COVENANT GOD AT
WILLENBALL, STARFORDSHIRE. LITTLE LON-
DOXN Barrisr CEURCH.— QOur waters here
have not been troubled for the last four years,
until Lord’s-day, December 6th, when our
much csteemed pastor, Mr. J. Gwinnell,
preached from John i. 25, ‘ Why baptisest
thou ?’ & good, plain, sound gospel sermon;
then he led five believers down into the water,
and in a very solemn and orderly manner
baptised them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Hundreds
were present to see the lovely sight, and very
many were melted into tears. We have
many troubled in their hearts, who will scon
follow their Lord in his own appointed way.
To God alone be all the glory !~ D, L. D.

Willenhall, Staffordshire, f)ec. 12

Ziox CrAPRL, DARTPORD.—MR. EDITOR,
—1It will be pleasiug to our friends to hear
that on Lord's-day, Nov. 20th, we baptized
seven persons (threo married couple and one
gister) who were received into our com-
munion on Lord’s-day, Dec. 6th, which make
twenty-one additions to our little band during
the year: for this we desire to feel thankful
and take courage.— TIMOTHY.

PorLAr,—Zoar Baptist Chapel, Willlam-street,
East India Road, Poplar. The 6th Anniversary
of Mr. Bowles was commemorated, Lord's Day,
Dec. 13. Mr. J. Nunp, in the morning preached
an excellent sermon from 16 Psalm ii, 3, A dis~
course calculated to be of essential benefit to suoh
‘* Who by reason of use have their senses exeroised
to discern both good and evil,”” Brother . Chi-
vers (in the afternoon) oame uprichly laden with
choice fruit; and gave the people a treat from
4] give unto them eternal life *"* The Pastor Mr,
Bowles pieached in the evening from, * And now,
I beseech thee. Lady.”” The attendance was good ;
the collections displayed a love for the truth,
Brother James Wells, preached on the following
Tuesday from, ‘‘ They shall nsk the way to Zion,
&e,” Dwelling blessedly upon the infinite differ,
ence betweop the two mounts, Sinis snd Zion;
the terrors and bondage of the one, and the glorious
gospel liberty of the other ; at the public meeting
Mr. Bowles presided : Mr. Whitteridge engaged in
prayer ; brother Banks then gave ue the opening
address : saying that it rejoiced his heart to wit.
ness our prosperity and adherence to the vital
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truths of the gospel ; he felt a peoullar interest in
tho cause at Poplar, huving been connected with
it almost from its commencement; also in the
Pastor whose ministry God had blessed not only
at Poplar but elsewhere : he wes desirous to see
us in a more convenlent and commodious building,
a8 evidently the present place had become too
stroight for us, and advised us prayerfully and
perseveringly to seek to raise a larger house for
God. The chairman then stated the subjects for
consi{deration.

Before they were taken u;), the senior deacon in
a short speech stated he felt it an unspeakable
hiessing to be able to state that God had greatly
hlessed the labors of their dear ’astor; many an-
swers had been given to their united supplications
and peace and prosperity attended them : Pastor,
deacons, and people, were united in one grand
cause ; the glory of God and the good of Zion :
Messrs. Edgecombe, Chivers and Attwood spoke to
the subjects announeed ; bringing forth that which
they had tasted and hendled in their own soul’s
experience. After einging one verse,

O that with yonder sacred throng
We at his feet may fall
‘We'll join the everlasting song
And crown him Lord of all,

Brother Martin closed the service by fervently
imploring the blessing of tbe Lord upon Pastor and
people. This was a happy anniversary; perbaps
never before was the blessing of the Lord so
largely realized. ¢ And allthe people went their
way to eat, and to drink, and tosend portions and to
make great mirth, because they had understood
the words that had bcen declared unto them.”

WANDSWORTH. — A very pleasant tea meeting
was holden at the Baptist Chapel, Wandsworth,
Nov. 24, 1857, when, agreeably to the wish of Mr,
William Ball, the kind hearted pastor of the
church, a collection amounting to £5 10s. was made
to obtain a few comforts for its poor members
during the approaching winter. As the compas.
sionate Redeemer said thata ‘‘ Cup of cold water
shall not lose its reward,’ would it not be pleasing
to God if such meetings as the above were more
general ! Eeveral sums having been sent, the sub-
scription is about £7 10s.

CLARE, SUFFoLK.—Mr. Editor: I do not like
praising men, much less does it become us to wor-
ship ministers, but 1 do think when we ‘see
the Lord’s hand in raisingup and in using a young
man as & servant of his, we should cheer the hearts
of Zion's sons by recording such mereies. Let me
push myself then into one corner of your Vesser,
just to say that our God is honouring our brother
Pells at Clare 10 8 great extent. Iam a Londoner,
but I come out of Suffolk, and although some say
Suffolk-divinity is very moonlight, clear and cold,
yet I hope, Mr. Editor, you will not allow us poor
Suffolk clowns to be altogether put down. Where
did you Londoners get your John Foreman, and
your Philip Dickerson from?! Why, out of Suffolk,
Ah! and we have good gospel-men therenow. But
one word about Clare. I know it is said Clare peo-
ple won't have strong meat. But here is the best
proof. Master Pells is as bold and as brilliant in
truth as any man I ever heard; and the Clare
people love him, and thank God for him; and
Master Pells has been the means of raising that
cause up amazingly. The Lord is with him, and
with the people, He is baptizing, and receiving
into the ohurch such as shall be saved ; and when
I was down there I heard of some striking oon-
veraions. Pells is 2 man that aims right at the
heart, and not a few has he broken, Mr. Editor,
1f you do not put this in, 1 shall consider you are
a coward, and that you won't notfce Clare, because
Clare people won't notico you, but remember—[we
run the pen through the rest of ‘“ A Peckham
Plain Man's ”” letter, Wo heartily rejoice in bro-
ther Pells’s prosperity. We know from other
quarters, a solemn and good work is going on
there. Wa hope tho Clare church will take cnre
of him,—Ev.]
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“Tye KiNoDOM OF CHRIST, AND THE WaRS
oF MEN. A SERMON PREACHED IN Rr.
noBoTH CHAPEL, LOCKWoOOD, ON THE
OCCASION OF THE DAY OF HUMILIATION.”
By WiLLiaM CROWTHER. Huddersfield,

There has been so much written, printed,
reached, and published touching the Indian
ilutiny and the Fast Day, that we feel certain
our readers will not thank us for any review
of those events now ; but we cannot pass by

Mr. Crowther’s sermon. 'We have read noth-

ing like it before. It deals with facts—solemn

undeniable facts: and if it does not trace the
rebellion to its real source, it produces evi-
dence sufficient to show that, circnmstances,
of an aggravating character on the one hand,
and dark, deadly superstitions on the other,
have long been preparing the way for the
massacre, the murder, the mutiny, and the
rebellion. On the question of Christ’s king-
dom being altogether separated from, and un-
connected with, wars and national outbreaks,

Mr. Crowther is very clear. The sermon is

the result of a large mind, entering carefull

into, and weighing well every branch. Wye
can recommend it to intelligent readers with
much confidence.

Gop 18 LOVE; OR, GLIMPSES OF THE
Farner’s INFINITE AFPECTION POR HIs
PeorLe. By the Author of * The Bro-
ther Born for adversity.” London: Dar-
ton and Co. 466 pp, 5s.

In returning again to notice this volume, we
are under the necessity of confining ourselves
to a few lines; the temporary demands upon
our pages this month having driven us quite to
the margin. We do not regret this, because
a testimony has been laid before us, of the
honour which the Lord has been pleased to

ut upon this work, which altogether throws
into the shade, all that critics may have to say
touching the volume,

The following extract from a letter just re-
ceived, will prove to demonstration, we think,
that it is the good pleasure of the Lorp to
use this work to the comforting his own chil-
dren, The writer says :—

I have this morning seen a remarkable let-
ter concerning the new work ‘ God is Love.”
The letter isfrom alady. Afterstating thatshe
had bought three copies of the book, and that
sho would recommend it to everybody ; she,
although as a friend says, is *“ most deeply
taught of God,” goes on to state that she
never saw “ so plainly until she read this book
why she loved God.”” She adds * That was a
great deal to get out of this book ; but [ have
got something better still, Though I am an old
woman, eighty four years of age, and I
really do hope honestly seeking Jesus, yet I
never could look up to God, and say, * My
Father.” But one day while reading this
book, a light seemed to dart into my mind,
and with it such a lovely and beauti¥ul feel-
ing, it seemed to say ¢ I am your Father,—
your Heavenly Father 1 putdown the book,
I fell on my knees, I folt asif I could weep my
life away for joy and gladuess, and all I could
say over and over again, was, ‘ my Heavenly
TFather, my own dear Father! "
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A NOTARLE S8TORY OF

A FAITHFUL WOMAN BURNED

IN CHIPPING SUDBURY.

AND THE ROMISH BURNER KILLED BY A
BULLOCK A1 THE SAME TIME.

Axoxost all the examples of the martyrs,
whereof so many have suffered from time to
time, for Christ and his truth; I canuot tell
if ever any martyrdom done more notable and
admirable, wherein the plain demonstration
of God's mighty judgment, hath at any time
been more evident, against the persecutors of
bis flock, than at the burning of a certain
godly woman, put to death in Chipping
Sut}bury, under the reign of King Henry
VII.

The constancy of which blessed woman,
as it is glorious for all true, godly, Christians
to behold: so again the exawple of the
bishop’s chancellor, who cruelly condemned
the innocent, may offer a terrible spectacle to

the eyes of all Papistical persecutors to con-.

sider and to take example, which the liviag
God grant they may. Amen.

The name of the town where she was maf-
tyred, was, as is said Chipping Sudbury; the
name of the woman is not yet come~to my
knowledge ; the name of the chancellop’who
condemned her, was called Doctor hit-
tington ; the time of her burning was in the
reign and time of King Henry VII, orderly
therefore, in this time and place to be in-
serted. Wherein isto be noted, moreover
the opportunity of this present history
brought to my hands, and that,in swéh cop~
venient season, as I was drawing toward the
end of the aforesaid king’s reig(;} 80, that it
may appear to those who behold" the ofpor-
tunity of things not to be without God's holy
will and providence that th afvresaid ex-
ample should not lie hid and unremembered,
but shonld come to light and knowledge;
and that in such order of placing, according
as the due course of our story, hitherto kept
requireth.

After this godly woman and manly martyr
of Christ was condemned by the wretched
chancellor above named, Dr. Whittington,
for the faithful profession of the truth, which
the Papist then called heresy, and the time
being now come when she should be brought
to the place and pains of her martyrdom, a
great concourse of all the multitude, both in
the town and country about (as the manner
is at such time), was gathered to behold her
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end ; among whom was also the aforesaid
Dr. Whittington, the chancellor, therc pres.
ent to see the execution done. Thus, this
faithful woman, and true servant of God,
constantly persisting in the testimony of the
truth, committing her cause to the Lord,
gave over her life to the flre, refusing no
pains nor torments to keep her conscience
clear and unreproveable in the day of the
Lord. The sacrifice being euded, the peo-
ple began to return homeward, coming from
the burning of this blessed martyr. It came
to pass in the meantime, that as the Catho~
lic executioners, were busy in slaying this
silly lamb at the town’s end, a certain but-
cher was as busy within the town, slaying a
bull ; which bull he had fast bound in ropes
ready to knock him on the head, but the
butcher (beliking Bot so skilful in his art
of killing beasts as the Papists be in murdes-
ing Christians,) as he was lifting his axe to
strike the bull, failed in his stroke, and
smote a little too low, or else how he smote
I.know .not; this is certain that the bull,
although somewhat grieved at the stroke,
bygynat yes strickeyr down, put” his strength
to_the ropes] dnd broke loose from the bat-
“cher intethe street,® the very same time that
‘the people were coming in great press from
the burning, who seeing the bull coming
towards, and supposing him to be wild (asit
was po other like,) gave way for the beast,
every man shifting for himself as well as he
roight. .- Thus the people giving back, and
making a'lane for the bull, he passsd through
“the throng of them, touching -neither man
Eor child till he came where the chancellor
was, against whom the bull as pricked with
sudden vehemency, ran full butt with his
horns, and taking him upon the haunch,
fgored him through and through, and so
killed him immediately, carrying his guts,
and trailing them with his horns, all the
street over, to the great admiration and
wonder of all them that saw it,

Although the carnal sense of man be blind
in counsidering the works of the Lord, im-
puting, -many times, to blind chance the
things which properly pertain to God’s only
praise and providence ; yet in this so strange
and so evident example, what man can be so
dull and ignorant which seeth not herein a
plain miracle of God’s mighty power and
Judgment, both in the punishment of this
wretehed chancellor and also in admonishing
all other like persecutors, by his example, to
fear the Lord, and to abstain from the like
cruelty ?

Special NoTICE.—Tle unusual interest, and great length of the articles which fill up
this month's Number, compel us to leave .ut further answers to the Questions on Baptism,
—also, ** Is my Bzxperience Right 1’ &ec., and the Subscription List toward Redemption

Fund. This will certainly appear in February, with other mattors now in type.

We beg

to call particular notice to the Redemption Fund, as given in the New Year's Address in
thie Numlber, and trust our friends will not allow it to stand still.
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My, Gran’'s Tow Work, “ Gob is Love,”

THERE is a peculiar beauty, glory, richness, | visiting other sick chambers, we knocked at

and holy pleasure in those three words—
“GOD IS LOVE!” And from the mo-
ment we saw Mr. JaMES GRANT'S new
work with this most emphatic and highly
interesting title, we have felt our hearts
moved with a strong desire more thoroughly
to dive into this deep, this life-giving theme;
conviuced as we are that the more the mind
is imbued, the heart touched, and the con-
science is inflamed by this all-glorious sub-
ject, the more shall we be prepared to live
as Christians, and to die as those who are
certainly going to dwell with him who has
said—¢ Father, I will, that those whom
thou hast given me, be with me where I am,
that they may behold my glory, which thou
hast given me: for thou lovedst me before
the foundation of the world.”

We sit down to write these few introduc-
tory remarks at the close of -a day which has
becn spent in visiting the chambers of the
dying and of the dead. It has fallen to our
lot, for several years, to live and labour, to
work with (in the gospel) and to walk
among a large number of those of whom the
Lord spake by the ancient prophet, saying—
#T will leave in the midst of thee an afHlicted
and poor people ; and they shall trust in the
name of the Lord.”” From the experience
of these people—from their living conflicts
—from their dying testimonies—from Jeho-
vah’s sovereign manner of dealing with, and
providing for them—as also, from a careful
survey of the whole of Divine Revelation—
from these sourccs, we have learned some-
thing of the immense volumes of matter eon-
tained in those three almost incomprehensible
words—* Gop 18 Love!”

There is a large class of good people, who
live on the luxuries of Providence; who
walk in smooth and easy paths: they can
traly say, “Gop 1s Love!” There are
thousands of Jehovah’s chosen and adopted
children who are tossed upon the high and
heavy waves of this world's troubles; and
they also can say, “ God s Love!” But in
the testimonies of the tried and afflicted, we
always feel there is more of a genuine heart-
felt rcalisation of the fact, thanis to be found
in the gentle tones by which the others declare
the same truth. Let us illustrate. Early this
morning, an aged Christian brother came
tunning to our door, with the news,-—
‘“old master Chapman is dead.”” We pro-
mised to call upon the widow before the
day run out ifspared. We did so. After

* 4 God is Love ; or, Glimpses of the Fa-
ther's Infinite Affection for His People.”
London : Darton and Co. "6s.

Vor. X1V.—No. 136,

Master Chapman’s door. We were invited
into the only room which constituted his
workshop, his wash-house, his living-room,
and his bed-room. All his domestic offices
were concentrated in one of the humblest
apartraents which a cottage in Dockhead
could afford. There on a stumpy-stead
lay the lifeless corpse of old Master Chap-
man, and beside it sat his aged, and afilicted
widow : a little girl was cleaning the room ;
and a few broken fragments served for its
furniture, I had known the deceased for
some years. He had been a sailor the
greater part of his life; and with a small
peusion of some five pounds per annum;
and by mending old umbrellas; and by the
church’s charitable aid, he had just managed
to keep body and soul together, as the say-
ing is. But the present winter heing the
seventy-eighth he had seen, brought him low
—and for nearly three months he had been
unable to work. His wants and woes were
not few. ¢ We have neither of us a friend
or relation in all the world ”-—said the old
lady : ““but he fell asleep last night at twelve
o'clock in quietness and peace. He asked
for alittle tea out of the tea-pot and then
without a word or a struggle, he went off!”’
Few men had endured greater hardships than
had old Master Chapman: but in life he
proved, and he preached too, “Gop 1s
Love!” and even in the dark midnight of
death—surrounded by poverty, and greatly
afflicted, in every sense, he proved * Gop 1s
Love!”

We could mention many cases : we are
constantly witnessing the fact; and im re-
viewing this talented work of Mr. Grant's
we hope to produce evidence of a varied
character, conclusive, and full of comfort,
wherein we think the cause will be discover-
ed, and the reasons found why ¢ thereis in
the minds even of those who have been ren-
ewed, a tendency to turn away from God
the Father, asif they discerned a perpetual
frown in his face, and to seek for rest and re-
pose in Christ the Son.” Ah! indeed;
when the pure light of the Divine Majesty
shines upon the faint, the fallen, the fickle,
and the unfaithful humanity of the best be-
liever on earth, he can find no rest, solace,
or comfort, but as that great gospel truth
is apprehended by faith—* God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto himself.” Thus
very briefly we again attempt to approach
this lofty theme, The manuer in which
Mr, Grant has handled the subject increases
in magnitude and importance a thousand
fold ; as hereafter we expect to shew.

¢
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EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS.

LETTER XL,

My good Theophilus, if the things of crea-
tion left the heathen without excuse, for not
glorifying God as God, how much more doth

ivine revelation leave men without excuse
for not fearing God, and doing homage to
the Saviour? Such men make God a liar,
because they believe not the record God gave
of his Son, (1 John v, 10.) Such men are
indeed viler than the earth, (Job xxx, 8.)
As, then, the things of creation were the
moral law of the heathen, so both the things
of creation and the Bible are the moral law
of Christendom, and both law and gospel
will be witnesses against all who are enemies
thereto. And so the apostles were to shake
off the very dust of their feet as a testimony
against such.,

Thus there is evidently a wide, a very wide
difference between a laudible, wholesome,
moral, natural belief of God’s holy word,
and the possession of the faith of God’s elect.
The one is the dufy of the creature, the
other is the special gift of the Creator. The
one makes a man merely a better man, the
other makes a2 man the better man; but does
not stop here, but goes on to prove that he
is not merely a better man, but also a real
Christian.

Do you say that if it be the duty of men
to believe the Bible, and to do homage to
the Saviour, do you, would you say that
this is building up what I have thrown down,
namely, that 1t 1s after all making the gos-
pel the cause of condemnation? my answer
to this is, that the same argument would ap-
ply to the things of creation ; for whatever,
whether creation or revelation, that demon-
strates to the natural comscience the being
and attributes of God, or the truth of the
Messiahship of Christ, which indeed is of
all the demonstrations we have of the attri-
butes of God, the clearest. Whatever, I say,
demonstrates to the natural conscience the
being and attributes of God, becomes to the
patural man a reasonable and righteous law,
and rule of that homage due, which the
natural man is capable of rendering to God.
Do we, ther, who are not only high in doc-
trine, but abundantly glory in the same,
knowing that we are not gigher than the
Bible, nor even so high as the Bible; for
we, with all our height of doctrine, we have
not yet fully reached the height of Zion, Do
we, then, we who disdain the doctrine of a
man being responsible for his conversion, and
for his eternal salvation, we who reject in
toto the doctrine of souls in hell, saying one
to another, I should not have been here but for
you : if such lies be told in hell, it is quite bad
enough, without there being told on cartb,
and laboriously palmed off upon us for gos-

THE EARTIIEN VESSEL.

[ Feb. 1, 1859,

pel truth : do we, who cast out these doc-
trines; do we who know that the responsi-
bility of the conversion and salvation of
every saved soul lies entirely with God, and
with God slone; do we sanction, do we
patronize, justify, or approve of a disbelief
of God’s holy book? No; we do not. Our
opponents would like us to do so, that they
ma;{v hereby have occasion both against us
and against the truth; but we hold that
men's responsibilities are according to the
light brought to them. Here we are one in
word with both Wesleyans and Low Calvin-
ists, but not one in meaning. The Wesleyan
is somewhat consistent with himself; but
the Low Celvinists talk positive nonsense,
admitting with one breath that none but
- those for whom Christ did not die, can be
lost, and yet with the next breath tell us,
i that their being in hell is their own fault,
I As well might they tell us if a criminal be
| banished for life to a penal colony, it is his
own fault, His crimes were his own fault ;
but when once in the hands of the law, he
becomes helpless. Just so with men—our
crime i8 apostacy from God in the first
Adam, and so death reigns over all, for that
all in Adam have sinned. Here then lies
the fault, and to this one original fault all
men in their lives add, some more, some
 less, to the original fault; so that, original
(5in is a fault In which they are involved.
But, nevertheless, they are still held respon-
sible for what theg are ca(i)able of doing ; but
they are not capable of doing anything spi-
ritually good, nor of being anything but
mere moral agents and natural men, And
thus, then, while we high doctrine people
feel the force of this law of responsibility
ourselves, we advocate the same as helonging
to all men. We do not, therefore, sanction
infidelity or a disbelief of God’s word in any
man ; but neither, on the other hand do we
helieve that man ever was, ever will, or ever
can be condemned for not being a real
Christian. As well may we talk of con-
demning wood for not being iron; or of
condemning iron for not being silver; or of
condemning silver for not being gold,

For myself, I believe that the subatituting
of mere mental and moral conversion—this
mere natural faith for the faith of God’s
elect—I believe that there are more souls
deceived by this doctrine than by any other
found in all Protestant Christendom ; but
upon straightforward realities I hope to say
more in future letters.

I think I have said enough to show that
it is the duty of men to glorify God, as God,
who giveth them fruitful seasons, filling their
hearts with food and gladness; that it is
the duty of men to read the Scripturcs, to
believe them, and walk and act thereby.
Also I have suid enough to shew that this
duty of man and tbo special grace of God are
two infinitely different things, though men
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ore ever blending and confounding them ;
and these men themselves being confused in
these things, they confuse others with the
confusion wherewith they themselves are
confused. And their system qor they are
great sticklers for system, though they affect

to despise system) looks more like Babel than :

like the well-ordered bulwarks of Zion.

The judgment of the lost will indeed be
an awful Judgment ; nothing but their sins
as a millstong about their necks, and down
they must sink to rise no more. How, then,
are the saved to be judged, as they shall
stand so well at that day? They are, and
will be judged upon those grounds mpon
which grace has put them. ZThe foreknow-
ledge of God : ¢ He knoweth them that are
his own ;” “I know my sheep.” This is
one of their securities; this is one of those
foundations which standeth sure—¢ The
Lord knoweth them that are his;” and just
as they are brought into this truth, they de-
part from the mystery of iniquity.

Election is another ground of judgment to
the saved. By this act of eternal election
he took them in council (and his counsel
must stand) from under the law of wrath,
from under the law of sin and death; and
chose his own dear Son to stand between
them and their sins, while all their sins lay
between Christ and the law of God,

Predestination is another ground of judg-
ment; and this decree brings in salvation,
‘ He hath not appointed us unto wrath, but
to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Here, then, 18 no possibility of
condemnation,

Regeneration is another ground. By this
(regeneration) they become true Christians,
and their works are works of faith in, and
love to, God ; and by these, and by these
only will they be judged. Their sins would
be sought for, and ¢ very easily found, but
they are all forgiven; so that not onme bad
work can appear against them in judgment.
And they have by the Lord doing good to
them, done good to their own souls, and to
the souls ofg others, and walked in mutual
brotherly love to the brethren; that those
who have done this good shall come forth to
the resurrection of life, but those who have
not done this good, to the resurrection of
judgment to come, there being in their state
nothing but judgment for them.

Mediation is another ground of judgment.
“Yo are complete tn him who is head of all
princigality and power ;” and the complete-
ness they have in him is the Aighest kind of
completeness; it is to be cleansed by the
blood of God (Acts xx, 28.) ; to be heautified
with the salvation of God ; it is to be clothed
in the righteousness of God.

. The Resurrcetion is another round of
judgment ; they will, when raised, bo li%e
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him who raised them; their very appearance
. excludes all thought of wrath, condemnation,
.spot, blemish, wrinkle, or any such thing.
Well, then, my good Theophilus, if these
" be the rules by which we are to be judged at
last, then let us judge ourselves by these
rules now, and see whether we have in our
hearts that lew of fazith which makes our
souls one with these eternal truths now ; for
““ag the tree falleth 8o it must lie ;" clean or
unclean, just or unjust; there is no middle
path; and if we be not one with this eterual
order of things, then we are not where the
love of God s, but where his wrath is. His
love 1s in Christ; and his love is where cen-
tres his foreknowledge. His decree to
eternal life; the harmony of his perfectivns;
regeneration ; for, if quickened, it is mnot
apart from, but in oneness with Christ.
Here, also, lies our final perseverance—‘ He
loveth us unto the end.”  And here also lies
his eternal glory. He then that dwellest in
the ¢ruth dwellest in God—in God as 2 God
of lovingkindness. For ever will this hea-
venly truth follow thee, and be teue concern-
ing thee, namely, ¢ I have loved thee with
an everlasting love, therefore in lovingkind-
ness have I drawn thee.”
A Lirrre Oxe.

“Tar LeTTRRs T0o THEOPHILTS” by
“4 Little One,” are to ba published in
Volumes., Prospectuses are now issuing by
the Deacons of the Surrecy Tabernacle; and
byEtheim Subscribers’ Names are received.
—Ep.

REST FOR THE WEARY.

#fCome unto me, all ye that are weary and
heavy laden, and I willgive yourest.” Matt. xi. 28.

THE thorns have pierced my aching feet,
As I life’s toilsome way pursue;

Saviour! thy invitation’s sweet,
My drooping heart and strength t’ renew.

Wearied I am with many a care;
Most gladly do I come to thee.

I will not of thy help despair,
Since thou dost promise rest to me.

Though much my burdens may increase,
Help me to cast them all on thee!

Give to my storm-tossed spirit peace,
And set my soul from bondage free.

I shall not then the tempest dread,
Although it may with fury beat;
Sheltered will be my helpless head
In this Divine and blest retreat.

And when the toils of life are o’er,
And finished is this mortal strife,

Heart-aching care shall never more
Enter, to mar that better life.

But happiness, without alloy,

Shall, without measure, theve be given;
No foe shall enter, to destroy

The harmony and bliss of heaven. W E
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THE GREAT LESSONS TAUGHT U8 BY

@he £ife and Weatl of Alajor -General Siv £, Haveloch,

A PEN AND INK PORTRAIT OF HIS CHARACTER, AND A REVIEW OF THE LITERARY
TABLET ERECTED TO KIS MEMROY.

TWr wish to give the readers of the EARTREN
VrssEL, as complete a biography of the no-
ble warrior, Havelock, as can possibly be
compiled, but as yet all the material has not
come to hand; this, therefore, is but a pass-
ing notice of the man — an introductory
paper—and a brief effort to call up the
thoughts of Christians generally to the prac-
tical lessons which this good and great man’s
life and death afford.

It has been our pleasure, and our privilege
—in years long gone by—to be associated
with, and, in the gospel, to labour beside,
some officers in the British army, who were
not only Christian men, but who were also
faithful and able preachers of the gospel—~
(Captain Armstrong was a beautiful type of
the class we refer to)—but never before did
we hear of, or know a man, either in the
army, or out of it, whose whole life and
death appeared so powerfully, and so glo-

riously to stand beside the expressed desire :
of the great Apostle of the Gentiles, as'

Henry Havelock’s history has done. If at
any one period of his life, the Apostle Paul
might be said to take unto himself ¢ the
whole armour of God,” end to stand forth
pre-eminently as an undaunted hero in the
cause of Christ, and for the Church’s good,
it was when he sent back Epaphroditus from
Rome to the Church at Philippi with grate-
ful acknowledgements for the kindness they
had shown him; and in whose epistle he
gives expression to that transcendantly pow-
erful display of Christian valour, saying,
“ According to my earnest ezpectation, and
my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed,
but that with all boldness, as always, so v.ow
also, CHRIST SHALL BE MAGNIFIED IN MY
BODY, whether it be by life, or by death ; for
to me T6 LIVE 18 CHRIST, AND TO DIE 1§
caIN.”’  The spirit and sentiment, the every
principle and heaven-wrought passion con-
tained in these words were embodied in the
experience and practice of the departed
Havelock, although in their positions and
movements in life there was a difference
between him and the Convert of Damascus.
To review the life of such a man shall be
to us a labour of love and of sweet
delight; and as we have peculiar sources
of information, we trust our readers will
find the perusal of our future papers on this
subject, not only of an establishing, but of
a mind-exalting, and character-transform-
ing kind. Oh, let our poor hearts gush out
a-bit here!  Let us fear not to say, that to
find, 4 Man, whose mind in the things of

| God is exalted and enlarged—to find a man
; whose powers of soul are capacious and
Christ-like—to find & man whose conduct,
converse, and character unflinchingly confess
his union and devotion to the Great Coven-
ant-Head—to find a man whose heart is in
heaven, while his mortal part is fighting for
God and his country on earth—to find a
man whose compassions and sympathies are
as large as the gospel itself—to find a man
whose faith is like a flaming fire, and whose
zeal is like a never-failing lever—to find
such a man, we say, is to find a treasure in-
deed, We are such dwarfs; we live and
move among such a mass of puny spirits;
such pompous personages with the most pov-
erty-stricken spirits and minds,~—such little
yclping dogs and empty-headed knaves—
that truly we have sometimes feared that
the church and the world too would soon

become one common asylum for the imbecile
and the insane. Thank the Lord ! we hope,
here and there is yet to be found a man
whose living and labouring language is ‘¢ God

"hath. not given us the spirit of fear, (z. ¢. a

pusillanimous miund ;) but of power, and of
love, and of asound mind.” Such an one
was Henry Havelock, as will hereafter, in
every sense, be shewn.

The lessons taught us by Havelock’s life
and death—are ’

First — that sterling worth, gennine devo-
tion, and untiring labours, may for many
years, appear unrewarded, unheeded, and
almost wrapped in oblivion: One of our
poPular writers says— \

¢ It is possible that if India had never been
in revolt, Colonel Havelock might have gono
to the grave with only the reputation of a
meritorious officer and a good man; but when
once he had an opportunity of exhibiting his
greater qualities, all the good will of those
who knew him, added to his renown, and
their descriptions of what he was, went to
form that ideel which his countrymen con-
eeived of his character. At the age of 62 he
was only a Colonel in the army when the
Indian Mutiny broke out. After 34 years of
Indian service, after campaigns in the swamps
of the Irrawaddy, in the plains of Central
India, in the passes of Cabul, and on the
parched shores of tho Persian Gulf—after
fever end shipwreek, and long years of
fatigue, the veteran still lingered in compara.
tive obscurity, and must have consoled him-
self only with the thought that he had done
his duty.”

See how the providence of God prepares
his instruments for all emergencies, Have-
!lock’s many years of hard warfare fitted him
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for that coming service which closed up a
most eventful life. -
The socond lesson we learn, is, the possi-
bility of being preserved in & Christian course
of holy devotion to God amid scenes the
most severe and trying—
. “ Honry Havelock was a soldier of the true
ancient Linglish mould. There was thatabout
him which irresistibly reminded one of the
finest and noblest officers of the Commonwealth
army. His habitual deportment might have
impressed strangers with the notion that he
was an apathetic, unobservant man. But when
the moment for action arrived, it at once be.
came apparent that nothing had escaped his
notice. He kindled into an intenser life; he
instinctively assumed the command, othersin.
stinctively making way for him ; he did exactly
what was required to be done, and he did it
effectively, and with electric speed. Havelock
was one of those searching minds which look
through men. His discernment of character
was unsurpassed. But the grand character-
istic of Havelock was, the deep religious feel-
ing and conviction which animated and directed
all his thoughts, emotions, and actions. Re-
ligion was the basis of his character ; all his
principles were rooted in it; all his actions
emanated from it, There was as little of dis-
play in his discharge of religious duties as his
other actions, but there was an utter absence
of concealment. * Out of the fulness of the
heart the mouth spake,” and by him every
astion was conceived to be an expression of
devotion to his God. His life may truly be
said to have been one long hymn of praise to
his Creator. Kvery one who came into con-
tact with Havelock felt that he was sincere;
and even those least accessible to devotional
sentiment, sympathised with and reverenced
it in him, Havelock’s earnest, incessant desire,
lIike St. Paul’s, was that all men might be not
only almost, but altogether, such as he was;
and yet no one was ever offended in him with
what might be deemed importunity in others.
It was felt to be simply the overflow of there-

dundant benevoleuce and earnestness of a mind.

ever EOSsessed by tho idea of Deity. Such
was the man, who, for a few months back has
held nations watching his rapid career with
breathless interest. In him Wordsworths
sublime conception of ‘The Happy Warrior’
has been more than realised.”

The third lesson drawn from this man’s
lite and death, is this—the world at large
are compelled to do honour to the man who,
in the complexity of his character, was a
most efficicnt warrior, and a ¢ living epistle
of Christ's giace, known and read of all
men ;" —writers of cvery class, creed, and
condition, have acknowledged him to be a
man of no common order : the eyes of all the
world, and the hearts of all the holy ones
have been directed to this modern Joshua of
ours—this man in whom was the spirit and
love of God to p large degree, I'rom: the
Queen upon her throne, down to the hum-
blest peasant, grief and sorrow has been
genuine and deep when the tidings came that
Havelock was no more,
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In no part of the empire has the sad news
of the death of the gallant Havelock caused
more regret than at Windsor Castle ; and the
Queen’s regret has been increased by the re-
flection that the hero was carried off before he
could become aware of Her Majesty’'s gene-
rous intentions in his regard, and of the
honours and rewards which a gracious Sov-
ereign and a grateful country designed to
bestow upon him, in recognition of his tran-
scendant zeal, activity, and services. We
have reason to believe that apartmcnts in
Hampton Court Palace will, be granted to
Lady Havelock and her daughters, together
with a pension of £500.

Our space forbids
until next month,

NEW BOOKS.

 Pilgrim’s Progress,” &c., by Jobn Bunyan,
Stereotype edition—large print; strong binding;
and beautiful portrait; and Publisbed by thut
prince of theological publishers, W. H. Cotling-
ridge, City Press, Long-lane, London. Mr Col.
lingridge has not produced a volume more to his
credit lately—it is John Bunyan’s Pilgrim's Pro-
gress, without gloss or garble.

 Scriptural Addition’’ Learned at the feet of
Jesus aod presented to his church, usited in fel-
lowsnip at Bethel Chapel, Cheltenbam, by John
Freeman, Minister of the Gospel;” whose resi-
dence is, 6, Sanford Terrace, Cueltenham ; and
from whom this work may be had. Johu Free.
man is not a blazing torch-bearer; but he is as
honest in the cause of Divine Truth asuny mun
in Gloucestershire, or in any of its neighbouring
counties. This book—and John Freeman’s minis-
try altogether, will assure every spiritual mind,
that he lives and labours much in three things—
prayer to God—studying the word—and in hard
thinking. We need say no more to recommend
this six-penny work; it is John Freeman’s deep.
fetcbed thoughts on some of those precious fruits
which the Holy Spirit gives to all who are for
glory trained.

“The Path of Sorrow,and the End of
Peace "’ “The Year of Jubiles:" iwo ser-
mons, by Mr. G. Huzlerigg : published by J. Gads-
by.  Mr. Hazlerigg is newly ruised up among
what are termed **‘'he Gospel Standurd Chutcu-
es:” and, among the Lord's people generally, we
hope he will be very useful. Thereis a clear and
experimental enunciation of truth in his sermous ;
of which more may be said another day.

¢ Half-hours with our Metropolitan Ainis-
ters. Londun: Stevenson, 51, Paternoster-row,
If we speak freely the fecling of our natural
mind, we must say, we are very fond of tnese
¢ Mulf bhours, * because they furnish in tbe most
pleasing style, all you ¢au wish to know respect-
ing those great ruen, called*‘our Metropolitun
Miuisters,” for two-pence per month ; and u beau-~
tifully engraved portrait into the bargain. Dr.
Fietcher, C. H. Spurgeon, and Dr. Cumming, ure
already issued. e understund, Dr. James Spence,
Mr Jwnes Wells, and other well known ministers
are in preparation. Of course, nothing criticul or
controversial is found in these papers. They sit
you down in the presence of these ministers; and
in less than an hour you may know their history .
trom beginning to end. We promise our readers
uh extract or two, when we cun spare the room.

‘4 Plea with young disciples on behaly
of Israel.’’ Mr. Youuge, Resident Secretury
of the British Society for the Propagation of the
zospel among the Jews, at 1, Crescent Pluce,;Black-
frinrs, will supply this tract ; it should be placed
in the hands of all zealous and earnest Christiuns.,

further enlargement




34

THE POWER OF THE PULPIT.
(Continued from page 12.)

“ And I, if I be lifted up from the earth.” &e.

For a long time, more or less, I have been
under a dark cloud, from not beholding that
stream of usefulness flowing from the ministry
with which I was indulgeg to a large extent
during the first ten years of my work in the
gospel in London. No one can be happier in
the work than I am sometimes: and some
evidences both in converting and in comfor-
ting, have been given me. Still; the church
over whom I am called to preside, has not
been ¢ like an army with banuers :”’ there
has appeared to me to be lukewarmness to a
large extent : some things of a painful charac-
ter have almost sunk me in despair many
times. For instance, there has been a remo-
val by death of many, very many, of m;
Master’s most sincere followers: while {
write, my much loved brother James Burn,
lays cold 1n death. I bent my knees in prayer
beside him not half-an-hour before his happy
spirit quietly left this world for those man-
sions in the skies where JESUS our Forerunner
is for us gone: and many more of our oldest
members are now in their chambers of sick-
ness, weakness, and death, To see the saints
go home in peace, to witness them in life,
and in death, leaning alone wpon the BELOVED,
is po small mercy, and much of ¢his mercy
has fallen to my lot of late: but, then, there
is that beautiful promise in Psalm xlv. “in-
stead of thy fathers, shall be thy children,
whom thou mayest make princes in all the
earth.” This promise in the Church at large,
has always been fulfilled; there has been one
generation after another “ tocall Him blessed”
but in my case, in our part of the vineyard,
there has not appeared so much of this fruit
as my soul has desired : coneequently, I have
been deeply afflicted, I have hung my harp
on the willows; I have sat down and wept;
and when those who are merry, and have all
that their hearts can wish—when they have
required of me a song, my poor weeping soul
has said, *“ How can I sing the Lord’s song in
a strange land?”’ Beside, some five years
since, I had this promise talking unto me so
a8 to produce faith and hope, “ the children
which thou shalt have after thou hast lost the
other, shall say again in thine ears, The
place is too strait for me: give place to me,
that I may dwell” Two things in this
promise have been true toward me: first,
there have been three times in my ministerial
life when the people have cried out, “the
place is too strait for me; give place that I
may dwell :” and enlargement bas been

ranted us. After the third remove or en-

argement, when there appeared a little de-
<liue ; then it was, this promise came. Se-
condly, I have nearly lost the children I had
then. Some are gone to Australia, some to
Canada, some to the Surrey Tabernacle, some
to New Park Street, some are scattered over
different parts of this our native land, and a
good nuraber are gone right home to heaven,
Out of nearly three hundred members, quite
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half are gone, leaving ud, with all ouradditions
only about one huudred and seventy-five,
and, during the last Xem', the work has ap-
peared nearly to stand still. Oh, what grief
it has caused me, Sometimes I view it as a
consequence of those adverse clouds which
have almost burst upon me, and which have
given adversaries some ground to publish the
most cruel, the most injurious, and, as will be
proved, the most unjust aspersions,

Under all these afflictions, and & host be«
side, which I stay not to enumerate, I have
pensively cried out—*“Lord, what shall Ido "
“ What shall Ido? What can I do, to be
useful in thy Church as in days which have
passed away?”’ I have told my readers in &
previous number that it was while sitting in
great spiritual and ministerial darkness of
soul, that those brilliant words came to me—
“And I, if T be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me”’ From these words
I was led to preach as perhaps, to my feelings,
I shall never preach again; and, in previous
papers, I have noticed THr PrrsoN—*‘‘And
I:” Tre Proposrrion—*If I be lifted up
from the earth.” In my last, I promised this
month, to come to the *lifting up of Jesus,”
as the great instrumental power of the pul-
pit ; and there is before the eye of my roind,
as revealed in Bible-truth, a seven-fold lift-
ing-up of Jesus Christ for the benefit of poor
sinners. What my readers will say of me I
cannot tell; hut here, at this moment, when
I am complaining of the want of spiritual
children in a gospel sense—at this ver{ mo-
ment, there comes into my hand, a letter
written by a very dear young man, to whom
the Lord has made me useful—and I dare not
bury this letter among the hundreds, if not
thousands I have buried; no; I trust it will
prove a great blessing to many young men in
Zion. Therefore, here is the substance of it,
as confirming the fact, that where THE LozD
JEsus is lifted up, there most certainly sinners
will be drawn unto Him. The writer of the
letter referred to, says,—

“MY DEARLY BELOVED PAsTOR—Grace
mercy, and peace, from God our Father, an
the Lord Jesus Christ, be bestowed on you,
and yours. In the fear and favor of God, I
write unto you, recalling to mind the time
when the Lord in his kind providence first led
me to Unicorn Yard, one Lord’s-day ¢vening ;
the gospel trumpet then greeted my ear; and
my little soul was set on fire for truth as it is
in'Jesus. I remember how sweetly it was

iven you to open up the different veils.
oses’s ; Ruth’s; the veil in the temple, and
many others : on going once or twice more,
1 found that the veil cast over all nations
was removed from me; and the veil of per-
fect obedience, by the life and death of my
most glorious Christ, exhibited. What amer-
cy to poor sinful man! It was hard to flesh
and blood to believe all salvation work was
done, but since then, I have been glad it is
so. How the Lord has led and fed me there,
is wonderful ; and strippod me of the most
grosserrors; 1 have come out naked as it
were; but
¢ Ho gently led my soul along;
His lovingkindness, oh, how strong !’
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¢ Then that visit you paid me : the Psalmist ,
says ‘ the steps of a good man are ordered by |
the Lord,” T do believe that was literally car-
ried out then, I shall never forget it: It was
the mcans of chopping down the undergrowth
of ﬂeshtliy ardour, which rank nature had shot
up beside my heavenly zeal. Oh, that I could
express in words the boundless love and mer-
oy of Jehovah !! How deeply has he taught
me, by vital heart experience, those things I
so eagerly sought to learn by my head. I
look back and meditate upon these unmerited
:Elddunlooked for mercies; and desire to thank

od.

¢ One time, I could sit and hear that Jesus
was the Saviour : butnow I want a Triune
Jehovah ; a covenant keeping, faithful, im-
mutable, omnipotent, all-merciful God. I feel
an increasing need for his electing, everlast-
ing, free, distinguishing, unmerited love; I
daily am led to experience that with God’s

ifts and graees, there has sprung up an un-
ger rowth that I little-dreamt of. gles !flesh!
flesh! in all I do or say, pride, (the spirit by
God accursed) is mixed ; what a mercy I am
led to see it, while thousands are left. I fool-
ishlythought when I'was stripped of armin-
ian errors, I was then in the stripping room;
but Oh! what a grand mistake! That was
pleasant work compared to this! Had I
turned religious, instead of Jehovah turning
me, I should have gone back long ago; but
the everlasting arms are underneath: sover-
eign love begins the work ; and he has pro-
mised to perform it. I have been greatly
comforted by you, saying that Jehovah is
wedged in, right and left, iy his promise and
his oath; and cannot get away if he would.
A short time since I was permitted to walk
alone; and soon I fell ; when passing under
a heavy burden, these words came like lightn-
ing into my mind “ every branch in me that
beareth not fruit,”” &c. I thought all was
over. Satan came in ¢ like a flood.” I saw
myself blacker every week : and as long as I
looked into old Adam, the more I was con-
fused ; but the promise must be fulfilled ; * I
will lift up the standard against him.” I
opened the Bible on Jonah's prayer—¢ Yet
will I look again towards thy goly temple :”
I{lust had faith enough to look: but oh! oh!
what avalley of achor was that to me! On
my word, I imagined Satan was laughing at
me, to see what sport-he’'d had ; but what a
comfort, Jonah said, (as I was made then to
feel,) ‘Salvation is of the Lord.”” A man
must look to Christ alone for healing, Oh,
what a Physician to a poor diseased creature.
I find my path is what you said it would be :
in two deep truths, knowing the exceeding
sinfulness of my heart; and the great love of
Christ towards me. All tends to make me
loathe myself ; and to look, and wait only
upon him, who has made me, in the sight of
his Father, all glorious, without spot, being
covered with the robe of righteousncss.

‘1 was with a man just now, “A New
Light” by profession; he says 1 have left
my first love ; and I amn under a broken law;
because daily I am constrained to say, Isin in
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I told him ome time I thought I was holy, like
himself: that gave rise to his condemning
me ; hell is my portion, he says, if I don’t live
holy : he is a dangerous character : he denies
the imputed righteousness of iny most glor-
ious Christ. 1 think on the merciful provi-
dence of God, in not letting that man meet
me when a struggling babe: how it must
have worried me then; but I have not so
learned Christ. I ask myself, *‘ what hum-
bled this pious proud churchman, to love the
poor despised baptists P grace ! *“ what strip-
ped me of 8o many errors, anc bore me up; at
the same time, gave me a desire for the truth
a9 it is in Jesus—a love to the brethren ? &c.
‘What opened my eyes to see that solemn and
yet misused ordinance of baptism? Who,
and what, gave me such a solemn yet clear
view on my bed, the night before the ordi-
nance, of the baptism into Christ's death and
rising in newness of life? Not for my life
can I recall, or repeat, what I saw and felt
then, often have I tried, but always fail. Ifa
situation had been offered me of a thousand
a year not to have gone through it, I would
wﬂ’{iugly have been a pauper all my days, and
followed my master’s commands. What's the
jeers of man to the love of Christ! 1 do
firmly believe if the Pope of Rome or anﬁ
of our greatest enemies, had gone throu;
what 1 was led through, they would have
been like the Eunch of old, “hinder me
not.”

¢ Dear brother, there is one point in your
ministry I love exceedingly; that is, you
don’t press baptism upon us every time you
speak. All I went through would not make
me persuade any one to go through that or-
dinance. Only think, sir, not one human
soul ever asked me to be baptized! All was
done by sovereign love and grace. When you
preached that sermon, ‘¢ He was afflicted and
oppressed,’’ an arrow dipped in blood reached
my cold heart, and what never happened
before under your ministry did then, 1 was
made to weep like 2 babe. I could no
longer resist. Prayer was answered. To
think, every good thought, every godly fear,
word or dced, health, happiness, food, raiment,
life, everything came .through him! 1 saw
him, then, as my all inall! What confidence,
and happiness it is to me think I was not
frightened inte baptism as I was to the com-
munion in the Establishment; ¢f doing duty,”
as they said; yet I would be the first to en-
courage any one I saw with pure love, to
honour him that ordained it, and with a desire
given from the right quarter. Now, sir, for
the seal I had of God’s blessing. For three
days and nights, I never lost the swcetness.
On the following Saturday, I was by myself
in aloft. I turned to the 32nd Psalm. I
read that as I never before or since read any
thing. Every verse was clothed with almighty
power. It was opened uptome. Iexpounded
a verse, then on my knees, praising my God,
spole to him as I should to a man, face to
faco. I was out of nature altogether; so on
every verse the happiest two hours I ever had
in my existence. I never, this side Jordan,
can cxcoed it. I was completely lost. I was
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like Moses on the mount, looking into Canaan.
Jordan’s terrors were not seen nor thought of.
I earnestly, soberly, and calmly say, that I
could have left this world with joy. I wel-
comed the Lord, so that death would have
been what I wished. Indeed, I can never tell
out what I experienced then. I saw the
Trinity of Persons as clear as man ever did, 1
do think. T kept thinking it was to make me
feel 1 honoured the Lord in his ordinance.
Oh'! the songs then in my mouth wers praises
to the Lord. %’Vas not all this grace and anoint-
ing love? I thought then I could never think
him hard, or ever forget to think of him. Ido
think if T had been led before a host of God’s
people, there would have been no shyness to
tell out what the Lord had done for my soul.
Oh, the riches of divine grace; the heights,
depths, lengths and breadths of God's love!
¢ An ocean without bottom, brim, or shore.”
To think of the forbearance of a loving, yet a
just God, in taking an atheist in heart, and
shewing him such a sight. Oh! its above
everything next to the love in giving up his
Son for us. There, I do not know how to stop
or how to goon; but, my dear brother, I know
that Christ loved me first, and he loves you
equally; all alike. I could tell how my heart
was knit to yours so many times under the
sermons, but I know how cursed pride spoils
half our enjoyment, so0 I refrain, knowing you,
like myself, are but a poor worm, 1hopeand
trust the Lord will ever keep me 50, and all in
the church too.

¢ Then there was his giving me a living faith;
sure and steadfast hope ; an anchor within the
vail, linked on to the throne of God, by the
golden chain of eternal love,it can never brake;
from whence comes godly fear, and heart-
pouring, prevailing dprayer. Then, again,
against my will, decidedly, a teacher in the
school ; how 1 strived against that, till, b
making it a matter of prayer to the Lord, {
was led to see that he wanted none of my help
but he would give strength equal to my day.
“My presence shall go with thee;” and
another time, “Trust in the Lord, and do
good, s0 shalt thou dwell in the land, and,
verily thou shalt be fed.” I love the school.
It brings me oftener to the mercy-seat ; oftener
to search God’s word. { am working in the
vineyvard, and I hope shall see a blessing on
my labours. I trust I am a living branch,
being sometimes purged by the heavenly hus-
bandman

I must not conclude without giving you m

earnest wishes for the keeping alive that mucz
valued, dearly loved EARTHEN VEsseEr. How
many, many times it has been blessed to my
soul’s comfort. Many times when I have
been in a cold, dreary, lifeless state, reading
that I have danced for joy. What must be
ite value where the gospelis never heard, Ah'!
there perhaps its value is really known. May
the Lord give you wisdom, and means to carry
out such a blessed work. May you live tosee
continually the poor, distressed, discontented
ones,fed, strengthened, and comforted threugh
it. How my dear sister, too, has been com-
forted by it, is pleasant to hear. May the
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God of mercy bless it to the ingathering of
wany souls,
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T pray the Lord will yetfavour this portion
of his holy city, that you may have many seals
to your ministry, and souls for your hire.
Your's in Jesus, Jamps HARLING.”

This spontancous testimony of tho work of
grace in the heart of a young man, I would
gladly reccive as an earncst of brighter days.
The iord preserve him faithful and useful
unto the end! He has been an instrument
of good to his beloved sister, whose con-
version to God and truth, I cannot question:
but I must now defer the seven-fold “ Lifting
of Jesus on high’’ until the March number.
My secret prayer for all the dear servants of
God is, that they may love him more, and lift
him higher. Amen, Amen,

CHARLES WATERS BANKS.
Jan. 18th, 1858.

NOTHING TO PAY.

¢ And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly
forgave them both,”—Luke vii. 42,

How sweet is the word of my God,
So gracious, and -‘wondrously free ;
‘Whenever, like dew, it distils

On a poor bankrupt sinner like me ;
As strains of rich music it charms;
Doth life to my spirit convey,

And break up the gloom of the soul,
When we feel we have nothing to pay.

‘When all our own riches are gone,

And naught seems our own, but our sin ;
And having no good thing at all,
-We find that our wealth 1s in him,

The Spirit of Light, by the word,

In bright revelations display;

His heavenly truth to the soul,

‘“ Forgiven, and nothing to pay.”’

In fulness of heart we can sing
Salvation! salvition is sure;

To sinners of every grade

Who feel themselves inwardly poor.
Therich, as the Scriptures affirm,

He ever sends empty away ;

They love not the soul cheering words,
¢t There’s nothing, no nothing to pay!”

But we will exult in the truth,
That Jesus, our Banker, doth stand :
For, apart from his treasures, we know,
‘We have only base money in hand:
Even here is the trust of my soul,
‘When sin seems to darken the way;
. That Christ has absolved mo from debt,
And thus I have nothing to pay !/

Sweet thought for the pillow of rest;
Yet, Lord, we thy debtors must be,
For our hope, both in life and in death,
Has no other centre than theo :
Then in soul adoration and praise,
But feebly thy love wo repay,
In time and eternity too,
We shall ever have something to pay.
G. Is. RunrING.
Southgate-road, Islington.
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106at is Bagtism, and from Y0Gence ?

NO. I.

Tan twelve questions on baptism ave not to be cast aside yet. The controversial fire is burn-
ing stronger and brighter. Owr opponents challenge us to a fair and an impartial discussion
of the question. 'We accept the challenge, we throw open our doors, and bid a hearty welcome
to every combatant who comes in the name, and in the spirit of Christ, and who, for the
truth's sake—for the glory of God—and for the good of Zion,—comes forward to unfold the
Word of God, and, instrumentally, to throw liggt into the minds of thousands who, in this
department of practical truth, are either sitting in darkness, or are unsettled, and unhappy
in the questionable position they occupy as regards the commandments and the ordinances of
our great Master. There are six, or seven, or more, large sections of the professing Protestant
Church against us in our observance of, and our faith in, that New Testament ‘¢ sign.” sym-
bol, and commandment, which we call ¢ Believer's baptism.” We are reproached, ridiculed,
and treated sometimes as fanatics, At length, an intelligent leader presented us with twelve
questions. We insert them. Their insertion, and the preliminary replies in our December
number, have given birth to an immense amount of writing on both sides. We purpose to let
both parties speak for themselves in the next few numbers, After that, the communications
will be carefully reviewed, and tested by the unerring standard of never-dying truth; the
results of such close investigation will be given, and then we shall say, for ever let contention
on this question, and in this periodical, cease, Wae give, this month, two letters ; the headings
will shew on which side of the question they are.

ANSWERS TO “TWELVE QUESTIONS
ON BAPTISM.”’®

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL.

DEear B1B,—I submit the following, in an-
swer to the questions on Baptism, in your last
number.

1st, Supposing Christ was baptized alone,
though it is not in evidence that he was, it
might be 8o because no other candidate was
in readineas, but more likely because of the
miracle to be wrought on his eoming up out
of the water, to prove to John that Jesus was
the Messiab, and prepare him to bear his tes-
timony to his high character. Luke iii. 21, 22.
John 1. 20—34. He could not have been bap-
tized with any of his disciples, for at that time
he had none, not having begun his ministry.
The notion that he was baptized, not as our
example, but,as our Head and Representative,
and for John and the whole family of grace, is
a most groundless assumption.

2ndly, The Saviour selpdom referred to any
past act of his life, he being entirely free from
all parade—** He shall not lift up nor cause
his voice to be heard in the streets.’” And
who would expect to find him refer to his bap-
tism to move his disciples to follow him, or
any command, &c., to.them for that end? when
probably most of them, and certainly, some of
them, had been the disciples of the Baptist,
and baptised already as much as himself.
That he was our example in general the apos-
tles have sufficiently taught us.

3rdly, The apostles were commanded to
baptize, but they were not commanded to civ-
cumcise, the converts. The latter was become
obsolete and ceased to be binding on any one,
though to Jewish believers it was left option-
able, to the Gentile believers it was positively
Jorbidden—  If ye be circumcised Christ shall
profit you nothing.”” That baptism, like the

* The reader is requested to_turn to tho Twelve
Questions as given in Earthen Vessel for Nov.1857.

other rite, was amtecedent to the time of
Christ and the Gospel, cannot be proved by
any record known to exist.

4thly, Christ did baptize, and the fact had
become notorious that he made and baptized
more disciples than John. Not only had the
Pharisees heard of it, and Christ knew it, and
thought it prudent to leave Judea on that ac-
count, but the disciples of John, who had am-
ple means of information, were aware of it,
and alarmed at it. They went to their mas.
ter and complained that Jesus baptized great
numbers— Rabbi, he to whom thou bearest
witness, behold the same baptizeth, and all
men come to him :"’ and John told them that
it was all right. John iii. 26, &ec.; iv. 1, 2.
True, he did not baptize with his own hands,
his diseiples did it for him as his attendants,
but we gave seen that competent witncases
took it to be his act and deed. In the face of
this evidence, will any say that they acted
without his concurrence and orders? Allow
freely that they or some of them had been
formerly the followers of John and baptized
by him, does it from hence appear likely
that after they had become the servants of
Jesus, they baptized as the followers of John
and not of Jesus? It is contrary to the facts
stated above. Further, why assume that the
baptism of John and Jesus were of a diffarent
kind or had a different design, when the
whole ministry of John—baptism and preach.
ing—is said to be ‘‘ the beginning of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ? " Mark i. 1, 2.

6thly, This question is unnecessary alto-
gether. If the word that Christ used in the
well-known commission does not include the
idea of water as the baptizing element—cer-
tainly it does not—but means fo dip, to im-
merse, yet the practice the apostles had had
already made their master’'s order plain to
them, and their subsequent recorded practice
sufices for all after ages. Does our friend

think that the apostles, either beforve or after
c?
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the commission, baptized in the Holy Ghost,
and not in water? They did not baptizo so
before, for “The Holy Ghost was not yet
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified; ”’
nor nfter, for that is the special work of
Christ, just as much as the renewal of the
mind, &o. Or does he suppose that they dip-
ped the converts in ¢il or mud instead of
water? A very moderate knowledge of the
history and use of the word used in the origi-
nal of which he speaks. as it was used by all
writers down to the time of Christ and the
apostles, will be sufficient to prove that it was
applicable to any liquid substance, just like
our word dip, the fair English of baptizo, is
applied in common. Therefore, its applica-
tion—not its meaning—in any given case,
must be ascertained from the connection, or
the known practice of the parties concerned.

6thly, As to the alleged silence of the four
Gospels, in the cases named, it is enough to
say that they were not designed to record all
Christ said and did, but rather as samples of
his ministry, sufficient for our best interests.
John xx. 30, 81 ; and xxi. 25.

7thly, Our friend knows that Paul, whose
own baptism was very remarkable, did bap-
tize some of the Corinthians. Does he seri-
ously think that if it had not been by the
order of Christ that he was authorized, he
would have done it in asingle case, firm as his
mind and character was in other matters?
The cause of his thanks he himself tells us
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was ““lest any should say I had baptised into
my own name’’ instead of the name of the
Lord Jesus, whose Gospel he preached by a'
special commission of Christ to himself, while !
he baptized some of the believers by virtue of
that commission which was in force for him
in common with his brethren.

8thly, This is a strange insinuation, “Not
any account given by the Holy Ghost of the
institution of water-baptism.”” Indeed! What
then means the commission, the conduct of
the apostles at Pentecost, the work of Philip
at Samaria, and the baptism of the Eunuch,
who for certain was baptised in water? Acts
ii. & viii. What of Peter and his hearers at
Cemsarea, who were commanded by him, as
the mouth of the Holy Ghost, to be baptized in
water because tbey had received the Holy
Ghost; so that their spiritual baptism was
made a plea for their admission to the water.
This is both pruof and reproof. Proof of the di-
vine institution of water-baptism, and reproof
to those who, under the pretence of being baE-
tized already by the Holy Ghost, neglect the
duty to which they are called by Seripture, in
which the Holy Spirit has given his mind
plainl

Testament were written to those who had al-
vread‘y been baptized, and nceded only to be
reminded of that fact, and what it involved,
and the obligations thence reeulting. Of such

9tbl§", The twenty-one epistles of the New |

passages there are many shewing the impor-
tance the writers attached to the Christian
rite. Rom, vi. 3, 4; Gal.iii. 27; Col. ii. 12; }
1 Peter iii. 20, 21. The last of the passages
plainly affirms that we are saved by baptisin '

in water, just 8s Paul was told to “wnshl
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away " his sins in like manner,—of courso, ns
an emblem of that which saves and washes
away sin, the bLlood of Christ, the fountain
opened for sin.

10thly, Paul did not say there is *‘ one bap-
tism ” and believe thero are two—that of wa-
ter and that of the Spirit,—for when Lo wrote
there was but one—that of water. Two par.
ties were baptized with the Holy Ghost, those
at Pentecost, and those at the house of Corne-
lius. This was many years before Paul wrote
the above passage, and from that time such
baptism was not repeated, and was called by
this name figuratively, not properly, and was
not in either instance a substitute for proper
baptism. The apostle does not intend what
our friend supposes in 1 Cor. xii. 13, but the
rite by which all believers at that time entered
the visible church, and by the power of the
Spirit to do s0, just as in the same manner
and in the same verse he speaks of all such as
having drunk of the “eup of the Lord,” un-
der the same divine influence, **And have been
made to drink into one spirit.”

11thly, 1t seems probable, though not
proved, that by ¢ Lord's-day,” John means
the first day of the week. But if by this
question it is intended to suggest that baptism
is not a duty, an important duty, because not
called *“The Lord’s baptism,” like the Day
and the Supper—and otherwise the question
has no point—the supposition is of dangerous
tendency, for it sets aside the whole circle of
Christian duties. The phrase ‘ Joha’s bap-
tism,”” which occurs in answer to a question
put by Paul arose very naturally, but was ut.
tered by persons of very little knowledge,
though such as were wilfing to learn better
both the import of their baptism and of the
whole Gospe{).

12thly, We go to Greek Lexicons and
learned men for the import of daptizo, be-
cause there is no other way of learning the
meaning of & word in ancient Greek, the lan-
puage of the New Testament, but by tracing
its use defore and in the time the Christian
books were written. There are two ways of
learning the thing, a good acquaintance with
Greek books of such times, or an application
to lexicons, &c. The first is the best, being
first hand knowledge, whereas the other is
second hand. As to what is said about such
a course being not necessary, the Hol‘y Ghost
having explained it by ‘pour out,” ‘shed
forth,” “fell on,” it is sheer ignorance. These
words all refer, as any one may see, to the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and to the thing, not
to the word, o doubt there is some analogy
in this gift to baptism, but not in the mode or
how the gift was bestowed. The mode of spi-
ritual action is unknown, John iii. 8. As this,
like all other spiritual gifts, came *from
above,’” the expressions used arc very appro-
priate to designate its source. Of its manner
they convey no information at all, perhaps no
words could doso. We aro concerned with
the fact of divine operation not the mode,

As baptizo is not translated in the common
Bible by any equivalent English word, but is
merely printed as in_the original, only with
the letter 6 for final instead of o—baptize in-
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stead of baptizo—and as our common use of
the word is one foreign to its ancient use,
causing much dispute, we must go to Greek
of New Testament times for its scriptural
meaning. Your's truly, THoMAS OWEN,
Cranfield, Beds,
Nov, 18th, 1857,

———

A ORITIOAL REVIEW OF
BAPTISM BY IMMERSION. -

Mz. Epitor, DEaR Bir—I was not a
little surprised to find in your number for
November, a series of questions oo baptism by
“ A Villager.”” It was scarcely fair to invade
you on your own territory, and rather unrea-
gonable to expect that you would sit down
quictly and give yourself up to self-execution.
Perchance however it may have been a ruse
de querre, intended to excite you to make a
display of your artillery, and put the enemy
to an ignominious flight. From the number
and mettle of your correspondents, I have no
doubt that the replies will be as numerous as
Dblackberries, and as like each other as a shoal
of mackarel. If, however, it is expected they
will be satisfactory, they raust come from per-
sons of a differentcalibre to Messrs Jones and
Cozens, the former of whom appears to have
a large proportion of words to a very small
modicum of ideas; and the latter, to possess
s0 good an opinion of himself as to shew invo-
luntarily how little a man may know of a
classic language while he is engaged in mul-
tiplying his evidences. Mr. Jones complains
of the want of modesty in the ¢ Villager;” and
Mr. Cozens says he is ‘“‘impertinent and irre-
levant.” 1t might fairly be questioned if Mr.
Cozens understands the meaning of the word
irrelevant, it is o utterly inappropriate to
the occasion; but they both might remember
that epithets are not arguments, nor very be-
coming in ministers of the gospel. Mr. Jones
bhas made several quotations from Dr. Gill,
explanatory of the words used by the apostle
Paulin 1 Cor.i 14; but with all due respect
for the learned doctor, I cannot accept his ex-
planation. To my mind, it appears a mere
subterfuge, for the purpose of avoiding an
obvious eonclusion, If the rite of haptism be
an ordinance of the Lord Jesus Cbrist, the
apostle made but a sorry excusc for treating
it with indifference; and I would fearlessly
put it to any unprejudiced person, whether it
18 at all probable that the great Apostle of the
Gentiles, who was ready to lay down his life
for his Master’s sake, would act so pusillani-
mous a part as to repudiatc an express eom-
mand, in order to evade the charge of having
baptized in his own name. Nor is thisall,
for he not only disputes such command, but
thanks God that he administered the rite only
on a few occasions, declaring that baptism
forined no part of his mission as a minister of
the gospel. Mr. Jones maintains that it is
his duty to do both, and while the Apostle
endeavoured to promote “the unity of the
Bpirit in the bond of peace,” Mr. Jones eon-
tends for tho disunion of the church on the
ground of nouconformity. How strange the
intatuation !
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If I do not mistake, the apostle Peter was
under an impression somewbat similar to his
brother Paul, when, writing to the strangers
he says, (1 Eph. iii. 22), “ the like figure (or
type), whereunto baptism doth also now save
us ; not the putting away the filth of tbe flesh
(not the externalrite of purification by water),
but the answer of a good conscience towards
God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

As respects the various lexiconic quotations
by Mr. Cozens, referring to the words bapto
and its derivative baptizo, I beg leave to sug-
gest to him that the question does mot turn
upon the rendering of the word in dictionaries,
but on the sense in which it was used by the
Greeks and Hellenists of that day. There
are many words in our vernacular idiom
whichare used conventionally, in a sense which
every one understands, although differing from
that found in dictionaries.  This point how-
ever will be established by a reference to the
original where the verb baptizo is repeatedly
used to signify washing—and is so rendered
in our translation. In Mark’s gospel (vii. 4,)
it is said that the Pharisees when they come
from market,eat not (ean me baptisontai) until
they arc baptized ; this baptism, or purification,
was performed by pouring water on each hand
alternately. The Evangelist then goes on to
narrate, that there are many other things they
assume to hold as the baptism {baptismous) of
cu;)s, pots, brazen vessels, and tables, or beds,
(klinon) couches rather, Our Lord reproved
their superstition in these words, “ for laying
aside the commandments of God, ye hold the
tradition of men, the baptizing of pots, and
¢ups, and many such things ye do.”

Again, it is recorded in Luke’s Gospel,
(xi. "38), that a Pharisee invited our Lord to
dine with him, * and he went in and sat down
to meat; and when the Pharisee saw it, he
marvelled that he was not first baptized,
(ote ou proton ebaptisthe) before he sat down to
meat.”” Indeed 1t needs but little research to
prove, that among the Jews all purifications
by water for sacred purposes were called bap-
tisms. Hence the Apostlein his Epistle to the
Hebrews (ix. 10,) says, that the Mosaic ritual
stood *“ only in meats and drinks and divers
baptisms,” (diaphorois baptismois) translated
divers washings,imposed until the time of refor-
mation, but no longer. Water was an emblem
admirably suited to set forth the cleansing effi-
cacy of the Spirit’s influence,and hence its con-
stant usein the Mosaic economy. It was a cere-
monial washing and nothing else. Asrespects
themode in which the rite was performed all the
probabilities are in favour of the pouring
water on the head of the recipient—of tho
several persons referred to, specifically in the
New Testament, there were three in the open
air, two in private houses, one in a jail, and
one in a city ; but there is no authority
whatever for asserting that either of them
was by immersion. A modern traveller of
undoubted veracity, says, that the whole
neighbourhood of " Jerusalem, during nine
months of the year,is as dry as abone; in
the winter months the rain descendsin torrents,
and upon these, the inhabitauts depend for
their supply, which they collect in pools, and
cisterns, or wells. Now it is evident that im-
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mersion could mot take place in the pools as
the authorities would not allow it, to say no-
thing of its publicity, and the neighbourhood
affords no alternative. The Jordan isthe only
river deserving the name throughout the Holy
Land, and this is nearly forty miles distant
from Jerusalem. Near Gaza there is neither
stream por lake at any timo of the year more
than ankle deep, so that the eunuch could not
have been immersed, and every tyro in Greek
ko)ws that the prepositions translated (into
and out of) might with rather more propriety
be rendered, to and from.

John baptized at a fountain near Salem,
called Enon, because many streams (polla
udata) proceeded from it, but there is no
analogy for the translation “much water.”
How then were the three thousand converts
baptized 7 To suppose that they were im-
mersed, is to set at defiance the comcurrént
testimony of every historical record relating
to the geography of the country. In conclu-
sion, I quote the words of Peter (Acts xi. 16,)
(““ Then remembered I the words of the Lord,
how that he said, John indeed baptized with
water, but ye shall be baptized with the
Holy. Ghost, and, “ by one spirit are we all
baptized into ome body.’ (1 Cor. xii. 13.)
For there is (but) one Lord, one faith, one
baptism. (Eph. iv. 5. In virture of this re-
lationship,

1 am, dear Sir, Yours faithfully,

NEemo.

OF CHRIST'S PRE-EXISTENCE.

TwEAT the Son (so called in reference to the
then future, and not to the past) that the Son
of God, existed from everlasting is unquestion-
ahly asserted and taught by divine revelation,
which assigns a peculiar name to him previous
to his incarnation, viz., that designation the
Word, (John i 1,) *“ His name is ealled the
Word of God,” (Rev. 19, 13. Seel Johnv. 5,
7,) which appears with Messiah to have been
his title as a being inhabiting eternity. *In
the beginning was the Word,” (John'i.1) 4,e.
the Word had existence and being before the
beginning, and therefore was uncreated and
eternal, for beginning implies the commence-
ment of God's accomplishing his divine pur-
poses) and this ¢ Word was with (incorporate
with) God,” for in the beginning the Word
was God.” In pature with, and inclusive of,
the first and second persons of the Holy Trin-
ity. Jobn xiv. 10-11. The Word being called
God teaches us he is of the same immaculate
deity, for although with, he is also God, (in-
clusive of the Father and Holy Ghost in the
divine unity of Godbead). “The same (the
‘Word) was (existed) in the beginining (with
or in union) with God,” (1 John i. 1-2) and
in his first epistle he adds, “That which was
(hed existence) in the beginning,” (of creation)
(1 Johni. 1) so if he had existence THEN, he
is Gop, and not a creature, for before God
commences the work of ereation, it is Pasitive-
ly stated that the Word was!!! Christ in
eternily is represented us dwelling in the
Losom of the Father. Johui. 18, This evi-
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dently means much more than the mere exist.
ing in any divine purpose or decree, and it
undoubtedly meane the real existence of the
Word in the being of the true God, or that
being one with him in nature and deity which
is taught by Chlrist’'s own declaration, * I and
my Father arc one !/l and thus the Word
combined with the first and second persous of
the Holy Trinity perfects the one true and
everlasting Jehovah. So that although there
wero three distinct and perfect subsistancies
capable of acting apart, (Gen. i, 2. Luke iii.
22, 1Tim.i. 155, Yet there remained but
one Jehovah, of whom man’s soul and body is
a lively symbol, which form but one being, yet
the soul can subsist independent of the
body, although imperfect without it, In like
manner the Word, or eternal Son of God, the
Holy Ghost, and the Father are but one God.
The first co-equal person of the Trinity is not
called * Father " in respect of the Godhead or
deity of the *“ Son,” neither is it from being
prior or superior in dignity to Him, for the
Word is co-eternal and co-equal with the
Father,dwelt ever with Him, (in union) and was
one with Him from everlasting.

But the designation “ Father "’ given to the
first person of the blessed Trinity was proba-
bly from His being the prime mover, the pur-
poser, and decree-er of that mystery to angels,
the incarnation, in which the co-equal ang co-
eternal Son of God was to become the son of
man! Galiv.4. Gen.iii. 15. Matt. xvi.
13. The only passage wherein the term * Son
of man” is used Je¢fore His inearnation is
clearly understood to be relative to the future
state which he was to assume. * For a body
thou hast prepared me.”” Heb. x. 5. The
passage is Dan. vii. 13. ‘I saw in the night,
vigions, and behold one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven.” It isan
even twhich has not yet occurred, and there-
fore it does not refer to the nature of the Word
as He then existed; for in the beginning he
was God. But this passage calls him after
his future manhood which He would in the
fulness of time assume, and therefore he is
here called the * Son of man,” because such he
would be when this propheey would be accom~
plished ; and Dan. iii. 25,and Heb. i. 8,refers to
the future. He is here called Son, but not in
respeet of his inferiority, for even on earth he
“ thought it not robbery to be equalwith God.
But this is not evidenco that He existed in
any way whatever as human, but it remark-
ably says ‘“ God is not 2s man that he should
lie, neither as the Son of man (or human) that
he should repent.’ It brings this strong evi-
dence forward to convince us that the Word
was not a man, and repenteth not of any of His
acts: Therefore we go back to the reason why
God received the appellation Father being in
respect to the mankood of the Word that this
appellation was given to God by the eternal
Son, 8o the Lord from heaven was made a
quickening Spirit (1 Cor. xv. 45-47,) and the
“ Word was made flesh.” John i. 14,

Now, if the Word possessed either a human
soul, or a material body from cternity, this
could not be said of Him, viz., that He was
made a quickening Bpirit and buman flesh, for
to be made, in this case, implios the taking
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upon or being olothed with & body and soul at
the birth, for if Christ became a true man, in
respect of humanity, then His human soul like
thoirs was not anterior to his human body,
ond it is said it behoved him in all things to be
made like unto his brethren, which implies
that the time when he assumed the human
soul and body was while he had brethren in
existence ! for who could be the brethren, to
whom he was to be made like, if this refers to
eternity, and thus undoubtedly the Word was
made flesh in & mystical and incomprehensible
manner. Thus Christ's state of existence
* before all worlds”” being different from
human spirit and flesh, is called “ Word” of
tho essence and deity of the Trinity, equal in
power, might, and glory with the other essen-
ces of the eternal Godhead, and although it is
said ‘* He is the same yesterday, (or the eter-
nal past) to-day and for ever,” yet this does
not prove that he ever possessed a human
body and soul, but this passage merely refers
to the nature of the Word, which ever remains
the same, so if in the beginning he was God,
then he remains God still, and will do so for
eternity. He took upon him our nature, while
we conceive his eternal ceity or Word-ship
remained the same, (being God without one
shadow of turning) although acting [in the
Godhead] with the soul and body of Jesus
Christ sustaining it, with its infirmities and
passions, for in him dwelt all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily. Col. ii. 9.

Thus we look upon the Son as being divine
and human, God and man, or as a compound
being. 1st, that nature which he ever pos-
sessed, the being of the Word, without change
and from everlasting. 2nd, that being of hu-
manity which contains a soul and body, with
which the Word became clothed, capable of
feeling and torture, hunger and thirst; took
upon himself the form of a servant, implying
servility and obedience to his Father's will.
Thus we learn he had not this form of servility
in eternity, for if he had this form in his pre-
existence, how could he assume it? We hear
nothing of ¢wo divinities, or two states of be-
ing in the Son in eternity, the one greater and
equal with God, and another inferior to God,
and but & mere human soul. This is only a
vain idea, it is not part of revelation; it is
only a human conception,without any evidence
whatever, that Christ had a human soul pre-
vious to his having a human body. It is
highly probable that the Son assumed various
forms to be seen by mortals before his incar-
nation, ¢ for no man hath seen God at an
time,” (viz., his eternal deity and Godhead,
being Spirit devoid of flesh and blood) said
Christ. We do not think the Word ever as-
sumed corporeal flesh until dorn of the virgin
Mary, when the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us. The Word could not be a
human soul of Christ in pre-existence, for then
He was not God. “ I was set up from ever-
lasting * probably refers to the divine decree
referring to Christ’s humanity, by which he
was ‘‘set up,’” as head of his elect church,
(Eph. i. 4) “*or ever tho earth (matter) was,”
(Prov, viii, 23) which is no more than
that divine assertion, * He was slain from
before the foundation of the world,” (Rev. xiii.
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8) and thus was he the first of every creature,
{Col. i. 16) the beginning of the creation of
God (Bev. xiii. 14). That his soul was pos-
sessed (in the decres) in the beginning, see
the meaning of ¢ possessed ” in Dan. vii. 22,
which also refers to unfulfilled futurity. Thus
was he the first-born of every creature in ez-
cellence! But this does not mean that God
created him prior to any creature, (Ps. lxxxix,
ix, 26-27) for he is aleo called the *‘ First-be-

otten from the dead,”” yet many died before

im, and Abraham is represented to be in
happinees whilst Christ was on earth relating
the narrative.

Finally, there are three bearing record in
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghost, and these three are one /! as they were
before God commenced his work of creation
in the beginning. I have not written this
under the spirit of controversy, but the rather
to quell the a~itation and tumult produced by
such useless enquiries as this. Ibelieve I have
said as much, and not more, than is revealed.
Therewith let us be content, feeling grateful
that in the fulness of time the Word was made
flesh, and bare our sins, (the elect family) in
his body on the tree, (1 Pet. ii. 24. Col. 1. 22)
When we see that baptism has cansed such
divisions in the church of God, let us beware
lest this subject be attended with still greater
disasters. Let us follow scripture, and not
human reason, the one being revealed ¢ruth,
the other pampered error, and moral death.

Your’s respectfuly, H. H. H.

«IS MY EXPERIENCE RIGHT?”
AN ENQUIRY.

(To the Editor of THR EARTHEN VESSEL).

Dear Sie—I wish you, or one of your
readers, would answer a question faithfully.
Many years since, I thought I was called un-
der the ministry of one now gone to glory.
I have attended the means ever since. Idid
8o before ; but know that was hypocrisy, as I
never thought for what I went. 1 cannot find
that I have a heart-felt knowledge of sin, or
of Jesus. 1 know I am a sinner, and without
him I must perish ; but I cannot feel it. I
am like an heathen; though I know the
Jetter of truth well; so foolish and so ignorant
am 1, I am as a beast before him, I have
again and again entreated him to reveal
himself to me; to breathe his word into my
heart, and manifest himself to me as he does
not to the world; but, year after year passes,
and 1 remain the same : through mercy [ am
kept from the world; I have no wish to mix
with that; nor will anything short of God's
truth please mf' ear; but what I want is a
heart-folt knowledge of it. Do you think I
shall ever gain it? I often wish I had never
made any profession, then I should not have
deceived others; yet 1 love to walk and talk
with snints, and join in Zion’s song. 1 do
not like any other company.

May every blessing of a covenant Jehovah
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rest upon you, now, henceforth, and for’
ever., - SBLAB T

ANSWER TO THE ABOVE,

How -various are the exercises, both of
mere professors. and of real possessors! and,
8o neaf, in many cases, does the one in ap-
pearancd come to the other, that it is often:
very difficult, if not impossible, to distinguish.
the one from the other. The two kinds of
wavering so common among true and mere
natural belicvers (the one 1n reality calling
the truth itself in question, the other honestly
fearing it is not interested 1n the truth), wear
in many instauces the same aspects ; and we
have seen many, who appeared in their ex-
perience much like our correspondent, who
have gone off into the world, and some into
duty-faithism, and from thence into the per-
fection of infidelity, and have died as repro-
bates. :

How, then, shall we distinguish between
that experience which comes to nought, and
that which worketh patience unto salvation ?
‘We should kope the experience of our corre-
spondent is such as will wear well. We will
give a few words upon that mark, that law,
that rule which distinguishes the true from
the false; and that rule is the Jaw and testi.
mony of God. ‘‘If they speak not according
to this word there is no (true) light in them.”
The law and testimony mean that Divine
order of eternal truth by which a sinner
is saved. :

Now, the false-experience-man may for a
timc run well in this gospel freedom order -of
things; but such not being deeply wounded
by the shafts of conviction, nor their spirits
drank up by the arrows of the Almighty. they
begin to wriggle and twist, and under the
pretence of solemn doubting as to whether or
not they are real Christians, under this pre-
tence, they are in reality nibbling at the
truth itself; and they become so solemnly
exercised that they are afraid of going Zoo far,
and so begin to pull in a little, and begin
secretly to express it as their private opinion,
that the duties of religion ought to be more
preached ; and in due time their hypoerisy is
made manifest, under the mask of pretended
superior piety; and so to the truth they die
daily. Sometimes.their death is very sudden ;
but generally their death is very lingering,
and they work hard to persuade us that they
are not dying to the truth. Their lamps, be-
fore they go quite out, will flicker and revive,
and-become bright enough for a time, again
to deceive many. While the Judge of all is
saying, “That that dieth, let it dic.” What
numbers of branches in Christ professionally
thus wither and die! Men gather them, the
world receives them ; for the world will love
its own; the world reecives them, and casts
them into the fire of contention against the
truth, and they become twice dead,—dead to
the true church of God, and dead to the
truth. Now, such never were in reality made
straight to the truth; so we see it is not so

TRR EARTARN VESSRLY

uucl the amount of terror, or trembling, or
feur, or Lcart-gcarching that may be experi-

[Feb. 1, 1858;

chbsdSltat forms the test by whioh fo judgo’
of lhnsqﬁility of experience, a8 itid the kind

| of vdbliviction the soul is brought under; a

grain of the true is better than astorehouso.
ANl bf the false; hence it often happens that
he who has most to say is the first to come to
nothing.

+.Our correspondent, wo trust, is ome who
wishes to be dealt honcstly with; and we
will ask him & few questions; and if he can
auswer them in the affirmative he will cer-
tainly find, in due time, the pearl of great
price, and come into all the freedom of one
set free by the blood of the everlasting cove-’
nant. '

Can he truly say that, with all his want of.
heart-felt conviotions of sin, can he say that
the testimony of Christ is bound up in bis heart:
—that is, that Christ died for sinners, for the
ungodly, for them that are without strength,
for them that are virtually lost? Is the eter.
nal redemption, the eternal certainty of thine
eternal life—is this truth dearer to thee than
thousands of gold and silver? Is the truth
of eternal justification a watch.-word with
thee? 1s the Holy Spirit in his power and
sovereignty dear to thee? Art thou offended,
or art thou pleased, when thou readest of the
Holy Spirit of God, that the pations are
counted to him as a drop of a bucket, and are
counted as the small dust of the balanee; that
he taketh up the isles as a very little thing,—
that is, as an atom,—and that the nations to
hint are as nothing, and are counted to him
less than nothing 7 Dost thou, then, feel thy-:
self to be as but a drop of & bucket, which
fiery wrath could in & moment dry up from
off the earth? and dost thou feel that thou
art as the small dust of the balance, unable
in the least degree to turn the scales in thy
own favor? that thou art weighed in the
balance and found wanting, not in some
things only, but in everything 7 and art thou
brought really to nothing, ‘and to less than
nothing 7 “Less than nothing! (say you)
how can I be less than nothing ?” We will
tell thee how thou must be brought to feel:
that thou art less than nothing. Thou art
less than nothing, inasmuch as thou canst
not only in salvation matters do nothing, but:
thou thy ownself art the greatest kindrance
in existence to thy own salvation. Christ
died for thoee, thy sin put away,; du?, sin in
thee, the hardness, blindness, and unbelief of
thine heart, will do all they can to keep the
truth from thy soul: so far, thereforo, from
helping in the matter, thou art worse than
notYn'.ng. Doest thou see this, and somewhat
feel this? If so, thy mouth will be kept
from boasting, and mere letter ministers will
be of no avail to thee; the sovereignty and
certainty of the power and testinionics of tho
Holy Ghost will take fast hold upon thee,
and if thy experience be of tho right kind,
it will lie straight with no doctrinc of crea-
ture effort, nor with anything contrary to the
sovereignty of that Eternal Spirit, who giveth
to every man severally as he will. .

And again, What sayest thou to cladtive
blcesedness ? Is thy whole soul without a”
wriggle or a twict, or a secrel enmity, really
and truly at howe therein?  Art thou fully
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convincod that if electing grace did not give
thoe to Ohrist, nothing else could? If so,
thou art not” far from the kingdom of God,
thy face is rightly towards Zion, and the more
complaints thou hnst against thyself, the more
room thou wilt have in thy soul for the truth.
Cunst thou, thon, thus endure sound doctrine,
yea, cling to it as thy life, and as the only
genial element of thy soul? Then tarry thou
in Jerusalem, and wait upon God continually,
and ere long thou wilt be endued with power
from on high. Tarry by the stuff, and thou
wilt have a worthy portion ; the lines will fall
to thee in plcasant places; yea, thou wilt
have a goodly heritage; for thou hast the
spirit of truth; thou hast the spirit of adop-
tion; !;hou hast the spirit of freedom; and
the vision is for an appointed time; and the
time will come, when the promise of truth
will be sealed home and be thine; and as you
now have the spirit of adoption, you will in
due time have the adoption itself, and cry,
‘fAbbn, Father.” As you have the spirit of
liberty, you will, when to you the Son of God
is revealed, be made free ; and thus it is writ-
ten,—*“In whom ye also trusted, after ye
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salyation; in whom also after that ye be-
lieved, ye were sealed with that holy spirit of
promise.””  Amen.

Femarinls of Departed Haints,

WILLIAM CURTIS, OF CHATTERIS,
CAMBRIDGESHIRE,

It is written “ The righteous_ shall be in
everlasting remembrance.” Pslm.cxii. 6, by
their Lord and Covenant God, living with him
in the “ Rest that remains for the people of
God,” where they behold his face and person
who was and is their righteousness—their
Jesus, their all and in all for ever and ever,
and although mortality is now *“ swallowed up
of life ” to our departed friend, yet we would
record a few things that shall, by God’s bless-
ing, femain to tel% out the wonders of grace to
his soul that we may be *‘ followers of them
who through faith and patience now inherit
the promises,’” and a testimony of affection in
the published records of the church to the
church militant, which ere long will be the
church triumphant.

“ Thus shall the mighty engine last,
Till all the saints are gathered home ;
Then for tho archangel's mighty blast
To shake it all to dust again.”

Qur friend was called in early life toa
knowledge of himself as a lost and ruined sin-
ner; a law-breaker and under the curse, as
early as 1810, . I find his name appended to
one of tho late Mr, John Stevens’s works, and
I believe it was o year or two before that he
was under distressing fears and alarms for sin
charged on the conseienoe as before God, al-
though he often praised the Lord he was not
left to run to tho length of outward sin many
are, yet he kncw and felt, as expressed in our
hearing and others, he was as great a sinner
as any,—¢¢ Unclean, unclean, and full of sin,
from first to last, O Lord, I have been; de-
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ceitful is my heart.” But under the preach-
ing of that servant of God, Mr. Stevens, his
soul was led unto, and into, Christ as his Hid-
ing-place, Surety, Saviour, and Redeemer,
which made him valuc Mr. 8.’s preaching, so
that when that good man wouloF have left off
coming to Chatteris from Boston to preach in
the week, because so few attended, and no
good he thought particularly resulted from his
labours, William Curtis urged him with others
to come as long as he continued there, which
is believed he did till he removed to London,
and then ever afterwards Mr. 8. visited Chat-
teris at different times, and to our friend his
sermons of ¢ Christ and him crucified ” for
the chief of sinners in the chain of sovereign-
ty, reigning in eternal unconditional election
and redemption, were precious to his soul.

We remcmber him some twelve months
since, when speaking of the novelties of the
day in the religious world, and how vain such
doctrines are, either for saint or sinner, he
said, ** No novelties; no novelties, friend,
will do; old-fashioned truth; old-fashioned
truth—Grace—Grace only, can or will save
such sinners as you and I; we are lost and
must have a whole Saviour without money :
Jesus saves the lost—

¢ Come and welcome,
God’s free bounty glorify.”

This is to the living, not the dead.” Our
friend worshipped at Bethel Chapel, under the
ministry of the late Mr. T. Bonfield, for years,
where we think he was deacon, and who, we
believe, baptized him. Here he continued for
years a8 warm advocate for truth, and for the
ordinances of Christ’s house and kingdom,
never giving way to open or mixed commu-
nion, or Fullerite principles; firm through
grace to his Master’s authority and doctrine,
¥ Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God,” in the order of revelation,
than deviate to conciliate the pomps and
vanities too frequently palmed upon the peo-
ple of God; and when in 1839, or so, the two
causes joined, our friend removed to *‘ Zion
Chapel,” where, through grace, he continued
an honourable and useful member to the end
of his days.

QOur friend was afflicted for some time before
his decease. In the course of his affliction he
often gave utterance to his hope and faith in
Jesus' finished and complete work ; in the
Father's pardoning grace and love, which had
been made sweet to his poor soul by the work
and power of the Holy Comforter. A few
weeks before his death, I visited him, and
making a few remarks, he said ¢ on the Rock,
on the Rock ;" I said,

‘* Rock of ages, shelter me,”

Is not that your ery?—
¢ Let me hide mysolf in thee ;

Let the water and the blood

From thy wounded side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure—

Cleanse me from its guilt and power?”
Ho said, “ Yes; yes; that is it. Sometimes
dark, and sometimes light; happg', happy,
when in Christ I rest.” Well, I smd, at long-
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est, it will soon be over, and then, if true
mournere after Christ, it will be all well, for
it “shall be well with the righteous,” eter-
nally, for ever well ;

¢And then, O how sweet the conqueror's
song.”

A few days before the Spirit departed, our
brother was sorely tried and was in some dis-
tressing trouble of soul, but the Lord was
pleased to break in upon his soul, and he was
enabled to say, “The Lord is my portion.
Happy, happy; I'm going home!” Two or
three days after, he said to his beloved part-
ner, “ I said I had something to say to you;
Now come, let me tell you I have had a sore
conflict with the enemy, but all is well; [
shall soon be at home; Christ is with me; ‘I
know in whom 1 have believed ;’

‘I shall see his face, and wear a starry
crown;’

Don’t sorrow for me; keep your place; stand
by and in the truth; be kmgm the poor; the
Lord bless you; I have much to say, but can
say no more now.”” So our friend continued
for a day or two, often evidently in prayers,
ejaculating “ Blessed Lord ! Good God ! Sweet
Saviour ! Happy! Happy!” till he fell asleep
in Jesus, Tuesday, October 20th, 1857. He was
burried on the following Tuesday, at the cem-
etry; a large concourse of relatives and
friends followed the corpse to the grave
borne by *‘ devout men ” to the hearse, an
thence to the last resting place. Mr. D, Irish,
of Ramsey, (late Warboys) gave a solemn,
comfortiug address to believers, with an ap-
peal of warning to sinners. Mr. Wilkins
concluded in prayer. In the evening Mr,
Irish preached the funeral sermon to a good
and attentive congregation, from Lam. iii. 24,
a portion of Scripture often blessed and re-
peated by the departed. The preacher gave
utterance to his feelings of *“ good hope " that
the departed had been partaker of and enjoy-
ed for many years; and was now in the full
ossession of its glorious fruition; he had
own the departed for 26 years, but he was
about to speak not so much of him as of the
Saviour, who ever lives as the Church’s por-
tion in time and eternity. It was found good
to be there. Bix brethren attended the fun-
eral to show expreasions of regard, viz, Irish,
Austen, Grifiths, Wilkins, Poynder, and
Flory.

Three sweet hymns were sung, I believe,
selected by the departed,—401, 402, and 403,
Stevens's Selection—two verses of which al-
low me to close with,—

“In vain my fancy strives to paint
The moment after death—
The glories that surround the saints
When yielding up their breath.

“ One gentle sigh their fetters breaks,
We scarce can say ¢ They 're gone,’
Before the willing spirit takes
Her mansion near the throne.”

Somersham, J. Fromy.
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LINES IF MEMORY OF
HARRIET LEES.

Haenier Less departed this life Nov-
ember 25th, 1857, aged 35 years. She was
brought by the Holy g irit, to know and feel
she was asinner ; that the Loep JEsUS CHRIST
was her Saviour in life and in death. Bhe
adored the wonders of eternal electing love;
and often said upon her dying bed, “ Wh
did the Lord choose me to life?” She fell
asleep in Jesus ““ blessed arc the dead who die
in the Lord" : when He comes in flory, she
will be found amongst the ransomed.

The following verses were composed by her
brother-in-law, Robert Daggett, of Hulme,
near Manchester, where she died.

When Jesus calls believers home,

They cheerfully resign their breath :
From heaven to guard them angels come
Through the cold arms of conquer’d death,

Death, when it comes, it hath no dread :
They know that JESUs CHRIST can save:
And cheerful on their dying bed,

They leave their body for t%e grave,

Not all that hell or earth can do

Can move their faith from Christ their Lord,
O’er Jordan's flood he’ll take them through,
He is their Saviour and their God.

The Holy Spirit gives them faith

That works gy love, and conquers hell ;
They triumph o’er the world and death,
And dying saints can sing “ TI8 WELL.”

On his attoning blood they rest

‘Which Jesus shed upon the tree ;

And when they die they’'re ever blessed,
And from the world and sin are free.

Each ransom’d soul arrives at last
To never, never part no more ;

And all their fears, and toils are past,
And they are safe on Canaan's shore.

Their happy souls are cloth’d in white,
Their robes are washed in Jesu’s blood ;
Their starry crowns are ever bright,
Now they appear before their God.

None of the blood-bought host at last,—
Those chosen heirs—shall miss the prize—
They'll hear the trumpet’s solemn blast,
And from the grave these saints shall rise.

And HARRIET LEES amongst that throng
Shall sing of his redeeming love;

There will be then no silent tongue,

All will be life and all be love.

And when the whole redeemed shall meet,
None will be miss'd that glorious day;
For all shall sit at Jesu's feet,

While endless ages roll away.

How she'll adore electing grace,

The wonders of redeeming love;
And see the Saviour face to face,

In that eternal world above.

Ye chosen heirs of sovereign grace,
That still ar¢c wandcring hore below,
You all shall reach that happy place
And soon to Jesus safely go.
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Onr Chnreclies, their Pastors, and fhele People,

THE PRESENT EXCITEMENT FOR PREACHING;
AND

MR. JAMES WELLS’S SERMON IN THE SURREY GARDENS
MUSIC HALL,

-4 'We certainly live”’—(as our fathers and
grandfathers before us, would have said)
¢ in extraordinary times!” As regards the
immense amount of preaching, we surely
shall not err, if we say, there never were
such days before. The Puseyites have opened
Westminster Abbey for Sunday evening ser-
vices: it is full to overflowing, The aristo-
cratic Dissenters have opened Exeter Hall
for the same purpose ; it is crowded to ex-
cess, Mr, Spurgeon, as every body knows,
has opened the Surrey Gardens Music Hall ;
and he keeps it full from top to toe. Beside
this, we have in our part of the metropolis,
reaching stations, and lecture halls almost
In every street ; forsooth, we say, we ought
to be good people now-a-days. Every
denomination seems on the stretch to do its
utmost to gather up, and to get in the
masses to hear something: the days are
surely come, when the prophecy is fulfill
ing—¢ Many sball run to and fro, and
knowledge shall be increased.”
Before us lays a printed sermon entitled—
% The Right Spirit. The sermon preached
by Mr, James Wells, of the Surrey Taber-
nacle, in the Surrey Gardens Music Hall, on
Sunday evening, January 10th, 1858, to an
assembly of upwards of ten thousand per-
sons, on behalf of the Christian Blind Relief
Society.” 'We have heard a great deal about
wrong spirits in these days of gospel excite-
ment; but now we have “ Tue Rigur
SeiriT’—and that in the Music Hall too ;
and this right spirit described and declared
by the unflinching Pastor .of the Surrey Ta-
bernacle. 'We shall not criticise either the
circumstance or tbe sermon; — some good
people have spoken to us in a very angry
tone; they have not considered the move.
menta ““2ight" one at all. And the ques-
tion has been asked again and again—¢ Ah!
was it a right spirit?” We have weighed
the query; and we hold ourselves alone re-
sponsible for the answer. There appears, to
us four things about the event which indicate
a “right spirit”” In the first place, the

Christian Blind Relief Society is a ““ noble | procecdings,

and we suppose—although we are neither in
their cabinet, nor acquainted with their secrets
or movements, but we suppose, the committec
thought it would be an excellent mean
of aiding their funds, if Mr. James Wells
would preach for them in that spacious hall.
Accordjngly, they petitioned him to do so;
and amazing to relate, he consented to
shut up the Surrey Tabernacle on a Sunday
evening ; and to go into the Surrey Gardens
Music Hall—and there to preach the gos-
pel : this, we think, was ‘“ the Right Spiric.”
Secondly—report says * not less than twelve
thousand persons resolved to go and hear him,
ten thousand (they say) obtained admission :
there was also, we think, *ZThe Right
Spirit.””  Thirdly,—the sermon itself—as
printed—we did not hear it— but as printed,
is an able discourse on three points:—it
exhibits thirteen charges which the Holy
Ghost brings against the whole human
race; it then shows how the Saviour met
those thirteen charges; and how individually
and personally we must meet these charges,
or perish for ever:” the consequences of
not having—and the beuefits resulting from
8 possession of, the Spirit of Chrift were
faithfully declared ; so that we think the ser-
mon itself, and the manner in which it was
delivered, may well be called, **the Right
Spirit.””  And. lastly, as the funds of tne
Christian Blind Relief Society received from
the collection £50 or more, we cannot but
think, there was among the people ¢ the
Right Spirit” We hope the day will de-
clare that eternal blessings fell into many
precious souls thatevening andthat the minis-
terial crown of our brother Wells will have
many a living stone from that evening's ser-
vice. It is no use men being jealous and
angry because we little ones cannot do as the
great ones do. Let us all do what we can
for Him who has done all for us—and so live
and die in peace. The sermon is published
by Mr. J. G. Stevenson, of 64, Paternoster-

'row; and The Christian Chronicle gives a

portrait of Mr, Wells, and report of the
The portrait, we think, is

institution :”* it affords relicf to *‘ the needy | anything but flattering.

blind of every protestant denomination:”—

[Several reports of annual meetings have been sent too late.

We entreat our corres-

pondents to send carlier in the month for all internal matters.—Ep.] c3



46

DISTRESS AND DELIVERANCE.
The Experience of a Female Disciple. |

]

CHARLES STREET CBAPEL, CAMBERWELL.
Jaw, 15, 1858.—Christian readers.—It has
plensed our covenant God to let some mere,
drops fall on his church below. Myself, wit
some other readers of the VESSEL, thought the i
following statement given before the c%xurcl\, i
previous to baptism, might be useful to en. |
courage others to follow the Lord in his own'
appointed ordinance of believer’s baptism, and
therefore will attemipt to lay before you the
experience of & young person. First, about
the age of 17 years, when called upon to state
to the church the Lord’s dealings with her soul,
she spake thus :—¢ I cannot recollect the time
when first awakened to a sense of my ruined
state as a sinner, but it must have been very
early in life, for as far backas I can remember,
I had great tear of death, and a strong desire
to be released from sin, which is its sting,
This thought was continually present to my
mind. Oh! if the Lord would only have’
mercy upon me; that is all I want. I used
to dread the approach of night, as then the
enemy would set in upon me, and tell methat :
if I went to sleep I should never wake again:
so that I often had sleepless nights, and often-
times when I had such, dozed, and would start
up with fright, imagining that I should wake
in hell, and was compelled to spring from my
bed, and fall on my knees and beg for mercy,
and often did I wish myself a cat or a bird, as
then I should have no soul to be troubled about.
At this time the greatest stumblingblock
1o my mind was the fact that all must believe
before they could be saved. ¢ Believe, Believe,
—1I used to say to myself—and what is it to
believe ? 1f [ am to believe that Jesus is the |
Son of God and a powerful Saviour, I do be- ‘
lieve that, but so do thousands of worldly
people; I'am no better than they.” And, !
thus 1 used to listen attentively to catch the
words of every sermon in hope that something
might be said to reach my case; but no. !
Thus things went oo for some years, and at !
one time 1 fancied I had found the peace of |
God which passeth understanding, as light
seemed to shine in upon me; and I thought
myself secure.

“ Now will I praise thie Lord,”

was the language of my soul; but after an
interval of some little time, I found I had
heen building on my own works, thinking
that by attention to means of grace, and shew-
ing kindness to those around me, I should ob-
tain the proof that I was born again; and so
force myself into the belief that I was a child
of God. But this deceptive light, God in his
great mercy was plensefto remove from me;
a8 it appears he had foreordained that, in my
case his ministers should not be the instru-
ments of leading me to a knowledge of him-
self, but by the word of God and letters from
my dear mother, who used to speak so
lovingly of Jesus, and of what he had been as
a Saviour and Friend to her. He drew me
gradually and almost imperceptibly to him,
and the time was not far distant when the
glorious light of the Holy Bpirit breaking in
upon my soul should cause my bondage to
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ceaso., I had been sent to Franco in order to
acquire the language of the country, and I
need scarcely say to you, that by the grace of
God I returned untainted by the Popish su-
Ferstitiona around me, which seemed to me
ike so many idle mummeries, I often went
to their churches that I might be able to judge
for myself, but invariably returned wearied
and disgusted : and here I must say I thank
God that I was not first sent to the Capital;
for whilst residing in the country some miles

. from any town, where the Roman religion, as

it is called, was not set forth with that splen.
dour which it wears in large towns, I became
heartily to despise a religion which contains
nothing but empty forms, and shows the
Lideous vices which were even then revealed
to mo. I was at this period earnestly longing
for the bread which came down from heaven,
and nothing short of Christ would satisfy the
craving of my soul; but the full evidence of
my interest did not come until I went to
Paris. It came simply and sweetly at Jast,
as I was one evening reading the Bible to my

. sister (as was my ecustom) while she was in

bed, and having finished reading, I was turn-
ing over the leaves to find something for my-
self, I opened at John’s gospel, 6th chapter,
37th verse, and read, ¢ Aﬁl that the Father
giveth me shall come unto me, and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out,”’ and
likewise the 44th verse, along with others,
such as, “ I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.”” These, with many
others were so powerfully applied to my soul
that I was led to the cenclusion that I was a
great sinner, and the great Redeemer who

. had said he would in in no wise cast out any

that came to him, would receive me who had
sought him sorrowing so long, and that since
the Seriptures declare that “ we love him be-
cause he first loved us,” I felt that since his
everlasting love was fixed upon me, since I
loved him as my Redeemer from death and
hell, I trust I felt thankful to God for his un-
merited mercy to my soul, in having brought
me to himself, and assured me of my interest
in his precious blood as the ground of my hope
of salvation. :

Although since that time I have been often
cast down on account of my sins, yet I have
never lost sight of the Rock on which my
{aith is built, even’ Christ, until at last love
has compelled me to” come forward and pre-
sent myself as a candidate for Baptism by
Immersion, which I firmly bolieve to be the
only Seriptural method, of baptizing.

And after this, having given some satisfac-
tory answers to a few questions respecting
her viewa of the doctrine of the Trinity, she
was unanimously received. And now, if it
was not that I should be oceupying too much
of your room, I should like to have given
some particulars relatéd by another sister, and
two brethren, previous to their Baptism.

Tho sister referred to, was graciously set at
liberty (after manz year's bondage) by the
Lord himself, and brought to Charlcs-street
Chapel, where the word has been mado very
Erecious to her soul. The youngest of the

rethren was convinced of his Jost state as o
sinner by conversation between two of his
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fellow workmen, He had always attended
the Church of England, but did not get an
food for his soul, although he tried many dif-
feront ministers, and it did appear at ome
time as if he was determined tc continue in
the Church, having heard that man of God,
Mr. West, preach, and profited thereby; but
our God was pleased, when for many monthe
walking in darkness, to direct his steps into
the Baptist Chapel, Charles-street, where he
‘heard the word with no small degree of feel-
ing; and after some time the Lord spoke
home the words of Isaiah, 44th chapter, géth
verse, with such power that he felt he could
rejoice in the Lord as his portion, and al-
though now frequently distressed on saccount
of his inhred corruptions, yet he was enabled
to look to Jesus, and to him only for
salvation.

Then the last brother stated that it was in
Charles-street Chapel the Lord firat began the
good work of grace in bis heart. He, being
convinced of his sinful state, felt assured that
nothing but the blood of the Lamb slain would
satisfy the justice of God, and speak peace
and pardon to his soul, which he was happy
to say he had felt to be the case, and he there-
fore desired to follow the Lord in his own ap-
pointed ordinance of believer's baptism, which
was attended to on Lord’s-day evening, Jan.
10th, 1858, The house was well filled with
attentive hearers who were addressed from the
words of the apostle, Gal. iii. 26th and 27th
verses, after which an hymn was sung, and
then I was privileged to lead each of them into
the water, and solemnly baptise them in the
name of the eternal Trinity, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, and if spared until the first sab-
bath in February, these with four others will
then be received publicly into the fellowship
of the church., Now wishing gmce, mercy,
and peace upon the whole church of God, and
great success to attend all the faithful minis-
ters, and much of the Spirit of love and peace
upon all the members of thechurches through-
out the length and breadth of the land, is the
heart-felt desire and earnest prayer of ome of
the least of the Lord’s flock, who is described
as one of the * steady’’ onea.

THOMAS ATTWOOD,

MR. JOSEPH WILKINS, AND THE
CAUSE AT BRIGHTON.

Drsr BroTHER BAanks—Will you kindly
insert the following letter to a friend, as an
answer to the enquiry on the VessgL for this
month, relative to myself. By so doing you
will enable me to answer many enquiries
made by friends from various parts, and oblige,
your's truly,

J. WILRINS.
4, West Hill Road, Brighton.
. Jan. 8, 1858.

My pDEAR BrorEr—It was with much
leasure I received your kind letter, after so
ong silence. I was glad to hear of the change

in your sphere of labor, though you are not
sottling in the field L expected. 1t is a great
meroy to be in the Lord’s hand, knowing as
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we do that he kunows what to do with uw—
where to place us—and how to get glory by
us. May your new connexion be a long and
prosperous one.

You have made many enquiries as to my-
self and prospects. In answering them, I will
lay before you a brief statement of the whole
matter, then you will be able better to judge
of the reasons of my staying in Brighton,

When I left you in Bedfordshire nearly two
years ago, 1 think you were one amony my
ministerial brethren  who did mot think my
prospects in Brighton to be very favourable ;
at that time I had endorsed the same opinions,
and should have got out of the engagement
but it was too far gone; I was therefore, in
honor, bound to fulfl it. Accordingly, as you
know, I left my dear people at Leighton, and
settled here in A nf, 1856. With much
thankfulness, I wish to record 