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THE EARTHEN VESSEL

GOSPEL HERALD.

E. V., VOL. XLIV, No. 502. G. H,, VOL. L VI, No. 661.

Heo  Pear's Bddress,

By GEeo. W. SHEPHERD.

FOLLOWING the practice of former years, when associated with the
GospEL HERALD, and also .of last year, when invited by the courtesy
of our Editor to write the first article for the combined Magazines, we
attempt once more “ A New Year’s Address ” to our readers.
We are now, of course, reminded, by the very occupation, of last
year’s motto—
“BUT THOU ART THE SAME.”

We could not anticipate then the circumstances which, as the year has
rolled away, have made that truth more precious than ever to our soul,
nor can we forecast now what events in the coming year may leave us
with ¢ Jesus Only,” and make us cleave more tenaciously to the precious
fact, “ But THOU remainest.” Nor, indeed, should, or would, we wish
to do so.
‘ My God, I would not long to see
My fate with curious eyes,
What gloomy lines are writ for me,
Or what bright scenes may rise.
In Thy fair book of life and grace
May I but find my name,
Recorded in some humble place
Beneath my Lord the Lamb.”

We must nof be the same, however, in our article, or Mr. Editor will
simply refer his readers to No. 649 of the GospeL HErarD. Recent
cvents have furnished us with a motto-text for the new year, which we
prayerfully commend to our readers—

“BE WATCHFUL, AND STRENGTHEN THE THINGS WHICH REMAIN'
(REV. III. 2).

‘ Need we say that the more remote undulations of the ¢ Down
Grade” controversy have affected our mind, although we have studiously
avoided the centre of the pool. We do not spend one penny on religious
uewspapers; neither do we see one, unless some good brother sends us
something which he thinks we ought to read, and even then we are

VoL XLIV. Jawvarvy, 1888. B



6 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

seldom edified. Our late beloved pastor, Samuel Milner, used to say
that if he had wanted to see a play acted he would have gone to a proper
theatre, and have seen it well done while he was about it, and not listen
to a group of fools murdering one, in a chapel or schoolroom, at a
“ mutual improvement” meeting! In a kindred spirit we read our daily
newspaper, and go for onr religion elsewhere.

So as regards that aspect of the “ Down Grade " controversy,which con-
cerns Mr. Spurgeon and the Baptist Union, we, withont any compunction,
confess our incompetence to enter the arena. 'We never were a disciple
of Mr. Spurgeon, and never, thank God, had the remotest conmection
with the Baptist Union, and the rupture, therefore, concerns us only as
a spectator. Whatever our private interest may be in the result of Mr.
Spurgeon’s action, like the Shunamite woman, we dwell among our own
people, and can now submit with a better grace than once we could
have done to those arrangements of Divine providence which prevented
our taking our place among the “divines ” of the age, Children some-
times sing the hymn beginning:—

“I thank the goodness and the grace,” &c.

And at last, after much sinful complaining, we “ thank the goodness and
the grace”” which kept us from a religious academy,; and confined us to
the “ fishermen’s” college.

The lesson of this stirring controversy seems, to us, to be exactly
expressed in our motto-text, “ Be watchful, and strengthen the things
that remain.” We have seen what has happened to our next door
neighbour through his leaving his door unfastened. Let us look to our
own bolts and locks! In a word, let us beware of the “ Down Grade”
in our own Churches, in our own souls, in our own conduct! In common,
we believe, with many of our brethren, we have prayed for Mr. Spurgeon,
and shall continue to do so, that his hands may be strengthened in the
conflict. 'We have written him our hearty sympathy, which he has, with
characteristic kindness and grace, acknowledged. But we deprecate
most earnestly the sudden tendency to lionize him, to rush into his arms,
and almost worship at his footstool because he has just happened to say
what many of us have been saying for years. Still more do we regret
the idea of almost asking him to come over to us. If Mr. Spurgeon ever
thinks it right to do so, rest assured he will act on his convictions. But
there is one thing we believe he never will be,and that isan impostor. If Mr.
Spurgeon were taken to heaven to-morrow, we should have to do without
him, and the sooner we all learn that the great Master can do without any
of us the better.

Fewer hindrances to our prosperity exist than those men who
have been induced, from various motives, to become Strict Baptists.
Mr. Spurgeon’s college has supplied us with a few examples. Whether
he is proud of them we cannot say; certainly we have no reason to be
so. Their great faculty in our connection seems to be to empty chapels,
to disperse congregations, and in general to blast everything they put
their hands unto. If they had remained Spurgeonites, possibly they
might have done some good; but God has certainly not smiled on their
conversion or perversion—whichever way different persons may choose to
regard it.

But let us now drop men’s names, and come to principles. Mr. Spur-
geon is as thorough a Fullerite and as stedfast an Open Communionist as
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ever he was, notwithstanding this mighty convulsion. Let us drop Mr.
Spurgeon and deal with Fullerism and Open Communionism.

What is Fullertsm? It i3 a modification of Arminianism. The
Fullerite believes like a Calvinist, and preaches like an Arminian; but
the rank and file of the hearers do not know the difference, and each
takes it in his own way. Besides the rank and file there is growing up
around us an increasing number of young men and women who think.
They are told that Christ died for millions who will never be saved;
that the Almighty Spirit strives to convert poor worms, and fails; that
the eternal Father’s heart aches over millions whom He is obliged to
consign to eternal torment, although He would much rather have saved
them, and had indeed provided all the necessary means, but.alas! they
would not have it! The words, “ Poor God!" we once saw written on a
wall under one of these Fullerite appeals. We stopped to rub it out.
But “ Poor Jesus!” we once heard from a pulpit, where the proprieties
of public worship forbade us to protest.

And when this statement of things comes to be accepted by a think-
ing mind as the gospel, the gospel must go, every scrap of it. There
is, in fact, no logical stopping-place on the * Down Grade ” until you get
to the bottom. Let us use the word Calvinism® to describe our stand-
point, not so much for its accuracy as for the fact that, like telephone
addresses, people will know what we mean.

Between, we say again, Hyper-Calvinism and Bradlaughism there is
ao logical stopping-place. Mr. Bradlaugh is justified in his position if
Fullerism could be maintained. We would sooner believe in no God at
all than in a Aelpless Godor a miserable God. If what we have sometimes
heard, even in Baptist Tabernacles, were indeed the gospel, we would
have none of it ourselves, and conld not blame others for rejecting that
which is unworthy the belief of a God-created intelligence.

Using our “telephonic ” word once more, the one thing that the
*“ Modern Thought ™ people detest is Calvinism, and the one thing that
the Papist dreads is Calvinism. In both camps there is much rejoicing
over the decay of Calvinism in the Church. This reminds us of Rev.
xi., and really seews like a fulfilment of verse 10 of that chapter. Re-
ferring to the slaying of the witnesses (which we presume to think
means stopping their mouths), it reads, ¢ And they that dwell upon the
earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and send gifts one to
another, becanse these two prophets tormented. them that dwelt on the
earth.” Calvinism torments these people. Perhaps between them the
prediction may be yet further fulfilled; but even if it is, there is all the
greater reason for us to “ be watchful, and strengthen the things that
remain.’’ Even if slain (silenced), God will not suffer us to be buried,
nor His truth to fail.

Strict Commundon also is one of the things that remain, yet needs to
be strengthened. Good people appear just now to be much shocked to
find that the fundamental truths of the gospel are so extensively denied!
But what else could be expected? Have not our pulpits been opencd
to doubtful men because they could draw? and has not the Table, which
13 not ours but Christ’s, been opened to admit people who were well-to-
do, but belonged to ? Have we not sat on thorns and heard our

* The writer honestly confesses that save for one book he does not know what
QOalvin believed, and cares much less. He uses the word only in the sense above.
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brethren rejoice that we are not so strait-laced as we used to be, that we
were coming out of our shell, and all therest of the platforin rubbish which
makes the angels weep, and yet brings a “ hear, {)xear " from an excited
meeting? Have not our own brethren been impatient to be the Lord's
despised any longer, and said, like the Israelites, “ Give us a king, that
we may be like other nations ?

Once more, let us as a body beware of the ““ Down Grade’ ourselves.
Weare not likely just yet to go in with the Unitarians and Universalists,
but there is the rock ahead. ‘ Be watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain.” «“Oh God, my heart is fixed,” said David. Through
merey, so is ours. Failing health, and the occasional apprehension of
the near approach of death, has made us think more kindly of men and
their motives than perhaps we formerly did. In a word, we have felt
more charity towards all mankind. But as regards the trnth of God we
are more Jealously conservative than ever, believing that that very
conservatism is the TRUEST CHARITY.

“ Should all the forms that men devise
Assanlt my faith with treacherous art,
T'l1 call them vanity and lies,
And bind the gospel to my heart.”

THE SECRET SOURCE OF THE “DOWN GRADE?”
OF THE CHURCHES.

“ Al truth is precious if not all divine."—COWPER.

E enter upon the threshold of another year with feelings of solemnity
W and anxiety regarding the religious aspect of the professing
Church. It is well known, however, to those who have studied Ecclesi-
astical History that similar painful eruptions to those experienced to-day
have overtaken the Church in ages past. Indeed, we have only to read
the Epistles in the New Testament to see the various and serious errors
that “ crept in unawares ” within a few years of the ascension of our
Divine Master.

e are extremely unwilling to surfeit our readers with any unnecessary
reference to the “ Down Grade ” controversy, but as the subject is still
agitating the minds of many thoughtful persons as to its results,we think
it not inexpedient again to lift up our voice with strength against what
appears to us to be the most popular, soul-deceiving, God-dishonouring
error of modern times, namely, Arminianism, This ugly word we use
only from necessity to acquaint the public of the kind of error we mean.
It is our heartfelt conviction that nine-tenths of those persons waging the
«Down Grade ” war at the present moment are flooding and corrupting
the Churches with their abominable leaven of free-u4ll and duty-faith.

No real spiritual blessing can be expected until both ministers and
hearers are thoroughly purged from all such damnable doctrines. Mr. C.

H. Spurgeon justifiably exclaims against deacons of Churches being better
acquainted with the plays of Shakespeare than with the Word of God;
and of the growing evil of cultivating the taste of the rising generation
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for pantomimes. But is it to be wondered at, when Christians and men
devoid of vital godliness have set before them from so many pulpits in
this land of Bibles, Sunday after Sunday, such a poisonous mixture of
Calvinism and Arminianism, flesh and spirit, law and gospel, ervor and
truth? Without wishing in the least to resort to unkind personalities,
we are compelled to refer our readers, in proof of what we mean, to M.
(. H. Spurgeon’s sermon, dated December 11th, 1887, the text, Prov.
xxiii. 26, “ My son, give me thine heart.” Is it, we reiterate, a matter of
surprise that persons halting between religion and profanity, and hearing
.guch detestable twaddle, turning their backs in disgust against religion,
and adopting either the “ Modern Thought * system, or the lowest grade
of infidelity and blasphemy ?

THE THIN END OF THE WEDGE.

We are willing to give Mr. Spurgeon great credit for much honesty of
heart in protesting against some of the glaring evils of the day in the
religious world, and against which Mr. J. Guinness Rogers and other
popular heroes are now fiercely combating. But in all candid truth we
would ask, what is Spurgeonism but Fullerism? What is Fullerism but
moderate Arminianism, and what is Arminianism but free-will and free-
grace mixed with the traditions of carnal men, dished up by a depraved,
inventive genus, and instructed by the devil to overthrow the grand old
cardinal doctrines of the Bible, and rob Jesus Christ of His crown? We
are fully aware that, expressing our mind thus, we render ourselves liable
to a storm of abuse from moderate, go-between professors,  whose legs
are not equal ”’ (Prov. xxvi. 7), and whose teaching is as incongruous to
the theology of the Bible, as was the speech of certain erratic Jews to the
harmony of the Jewish dispensation in the days of Nehemiah (xiii. 24).

A SCOURGE TO PURGE THE CHURCHES.

We believe, however, that the * Down Grade ™ contention is permisted
for a wise and profitable purpose, and will do good in the end, but in
what particular way we must wait to see. We also believe that those
ministers who love the truth, will, in consequence, feel the necessity of
making even a more bold and decided stand than ever in their mainten-
ance of the doctrines of grace, and be as distant as the poles in their
teaching from * Modern Thought” and Modern Arminianism. If
‘ministers will go outside of the Bible in their appeals to the unconverted,
‘we have no desire to imitate them. To warn and exhortungodly persons
in language consistent with the tenor of truth we firmly believe in, but,
in our humble opinion, to go beyond that is to do more harm than good.

WHAT IS MAN, AND HOW IS HE SAVED ?

The real points at issue may be given in a few words. Is man by
nature (universally speaking) a totally fallen, depraved creatuve, spirita-
ally dead in trespasses and in sins ? Is salvation enfirely by grace or by
works, or by both ? Did Christ suffer, bleed, and die for the whole mass
of mankind indiscriminately ? Did God choose a people to salvation
beff)re_ or after the fall, or did He choose any at all ? Is man capable of

elieving to the salvation of his soul without the life-giving energy of
God the Holy Ghost? On the other hand may we not ask, docs not
every doctrine and precept in the Bible point to character—to the saved
or lost?  How can a man be said to be lost or dead in sins, unless he is
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totally fallen in Adam, and if entirely lost, what power has he to come:
to Christ, and perform good works ? 1o not good works arise from a
new heart throngh faith in Christ ? If salvation is part of works and

b of grace, to whom does the glory of the salvation of the sinner
belong? to Christ, or to the sinner? If Christ died for all men indiscri-
minately, why are not all men saved? On whoseside isthe failure? What
efficacy can there be in the Atonement? If any are lost for whom Christ
died. may not all be lost? Wherein is the certainty of any person going
to heaven if redemption is not particular ? If man is capable of believ-
ing in Christ, to the saving of his soul, by the exercise of his own free
will, what necessity is there for a new birth, and the constant indwelling
of the Holy Ghost in the Christian ?

A PROSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES.

As we take a perspective glance at our own beloved Denomination—
notwithstanding there are, Liere and there, spots over which seem to hang
foreboding clouds—ve are forced to say, in the language of the Psalmist,
“Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the SET TIME TO
FAVOUR HER, YEA, THE SET TIME IS COME” (cii. 13). Whilst there is
much contention going on outside of our religious sections, we rejoice to
say, through mercy, peace and prosperity prevail in the midst of our
Churches. All religious excitement 1s strenuously avoided in our body,
and those persons added to it are hoped to be the result of no other
influence than the work of the Holy Sgirit, and in the vast majority of
cases, through the instrumentality of the Gospel ministry. Our heart-
felt prayer for onr beloved Denomination is identical te that of Asaph
(Psa. Ixxix. 9), “ Help us, O God of our salvation, for the gloryof Thy
Name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for Thy Name's sake.”

THE “ BRITISH WEEKLY '’ AND THE ‘ EARTHEN VESSEL AND
GOSPEL HERALD.”

For the kind voluntary expressions of our Magazine by the Editor of
the British Weekly (Dec. 2, 1887), we are grateful and encouraged. We
give the notice entire:—

“The EaRTHEEN VESSEL, the ably conducted organ of the Strict Baptists,
gives great space to the Down Grade controversy. The editor and his
correspondents, while agiecing cordially with Mr. Spurgeon so far as he
has gone, hope he will go still further and eventually unite with the Strict
Baptists. The editor says that he should have driven the axe deeper into
the very tap-root of the evil in the popular ministry of to-day—universal
redemption, creature-effort in salvation, and false charity in making
the Lord’s Table broader than was ever intended by the Apostles. Mr. R.
E. Sears writes that the wonder is not that he has left the Baptist Union,
but that he has continued in it so long, and that while he has always
highly esteemed and loved Mr. Spurgeon, he is not blind to the fact that
his open commurion and his mode of addressing the unconverted have
helped to bring about the present state of things. Another correspondent
says that the late venerable Charles Waters Banks was often called an
alarmist for writing and speaking as Mr. Spurgeon hag now done.” '

From the number of letters received, we can assure those brethren
whose articles on the * Down Grade” question have appeared in our
columns, that they have been bighly appreciated. It is to be hoped that
our dear Bro. George W. Shepherd’s New Year's Address, which we insert
with great pleasure, will be read by thousands with much spiritual profit..
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HOW TO CIRCULATE OUR MAGAZINE.

The circulation of our Magazine during the year 1887 shows evident,
signs of progress. Continuous funds for the free distribution of the
EartEEN VESSEL AND (H0SPEL HERALD in hospitals, workhouses, alms-
houses, and public reading rooms, may now be considered as fairly estah-
lished. In support of this good work, “ One who wishes the Magazine's
increased usefulness,” sends us 58., and our Bro. C. Cornwell, pastor of
Brixton Tabernacle, kindly writes us:—¢* We have during the last year
increased the sale of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD, and I
shall make it my business to speak of it publicly and try and increase it
still more. . . T will pay you for six copies of the EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GosPEL HERrALD for each month during the next year for free
distribution, in any place you may think fit.” Our Bro. Cornwell has
sent us 10s., for which we heartily thank him. Further help in support
of this part of our labour of love will be most acceptable, and may be
forwarded either to our beloved brother, Mr. J. W. Banks, 18, Park
Street, Upper Street, Islington, N., or to us.

We are sure our highly esteemed brother, Daniel Allen, pastor of
Castlereagh Chapel, Sydney, N. S. W., will do his best to make known
our Magazine to his large circle of friends in Australia, as also our dear
brethren Charles Graham, John Higgs, John A. Leitch, and others, of
America; and H. F. Doll, superintendent of the Strict Baptist Mission in
Southern India.

THE LARGER CIRCULATION OF OUR MaGAZINE may be greatly pro-
moted if:—

I. Pastors or Deacons will give a kindly notice of it publicly during
the coming month, and

II. If friends will, during January and February, purchase extra
copies, and either give or lend them to persons likely to become sub-
scribers. 'The Magazine is found by many (especially the sick) to be a
“means of grace,” a far higher consideration to us than any other.

May the Lord of Hosts give our Churches a much greater outpouring
of the Holy Spirit than they have ever before realized ; and make the
waste places of the wilderness to rejoice. We want no fleshly excite-
ment, but a real increase of holy energy and spiritual life, both in the
pulpit and in the pew, to counteract the errors that everywhere abound,
that even our bitterest enemies may be compelled to say, *“See how these
Chrigtians love.” May also Heaven’s richest blessing rest npon all
our beloved readers through the year we have now entered upon, for
Christ's sake! So prays,

W. WiNTERS, Editor.
Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, Essex.

MR. SPURGEON AND THE “DOWN GRADE.”

Dear Broreer Winrers,—In common, no doubt, with many more, I have
been rejoiced to read your able articles, and also the letters of Mr. Dolbey
and others on the above deeply interesting subject. Mr. Spurgeon has
Just done, as a popular, public, and leading man, what some of ourselves
did before him from precisely the same motives, though in a much
humbler and more private capacity, and with this difference. It appeared
to us that the only logical position to hold when relinquishing our con-
nexion with the Baptist Union was to cast in our lot with Strict Com-
munronists, There were other bodies of Christians with whom we felt
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united in heart as to the doctrines of grace, but not as regards the ordi-
nances. Feelingthat the Strict Baptists were right in these matters, we
determined, if the Lord should make the way, to do what we could to help
those who we believed to be in the right. Most heartily, therefore, do we
join with others of your correspondents in wishing and praying that God
may be pleased to lead Mr. Spurgcon entirely out from Opern Communion,
Fullerism, and Free-will. And not only so, but may we not, and ought
we not, continually to beseech the “ Lord of the harvest” that He may be
pleased to open the eyes of many other gracious men in similar circum-
stances—men of intelligence, education, wisdom, and ability—that they
may see the errors of their system, and that they may be blessed with a
spirit of noble heroism, such as will lead them to sacrifice ecclesiastical
prestige, natural taste, and dear connections for the truth’s sake, which
should be dearer than all? The hearts of such are in the Lord’s hands,
and He can enlighten them, as He did the late J. C. Philpot, M,A. and
Mr. Tryon, and other men of culture and social standing. Men like these
would be of eminent service in the cause of truth. Human learning,
when sanctified and consecrated to the service of God, is surely a most
valuable thing, though we well know our sovereign Lord can, and often
does, work with very humble instruments.

Mr. R. E. Sears writes happily on *“ Signs of Renewed Life in the
Churches,” and Mr. J. Whatmough asks, “ What are the Churches Going
to do?” (see E. V. and G. H. for December). I rejoice most sincerely that
I am personally acquainted with so many good, faithful, and wise servants
of God in our ministry, and hundreds of meek disciples, who, as private
members, are endeavouring daily to adorn the doctrine of Goé) their
Saviour in all things. There are, however, a few mattersamong us, which
are no credit to us and no help to our progress, nor any inducement to
persons of a different persuasion, particularly the unconverted, to come
over to our side as hearers. Some of these I have endeavoured, in as
friendly a manner as I could command, to point cut previously in various
articles and letters. And I can assure every dear reader of this Maga-
zine,whom I love for the truth’s sake, that my motive in doing so has been
purely the welfare of souls, the prosperity of our denomination, and the
honour of God. Bear with me, therefore, when I say that the psalmody is
so badly rendered in some places as to drive away every unconverted per-
son visiting the chapel for the first time. And oh, my dear brethren, who
are ministers and deacons, do let us strive to get rid of all undue harshness
and hardness in our matter, language, and manner. O, to “ speak the truth
in love!” O, to possess and exhibit the faithfulness, and also the fender
fove of Jezus Christ!

We are exhorted * earnestly to contend for the faith,” certainly ; but
not to “bite and devour one another.”” We may (and should) boldly stand
out for principle, but not for party or personal feeling. Strange indeed,
that those who have the New Testament, and read it, and profess to order
their life accordingly, should act thus! How can a Church prosper, or
enjoy much of the divine favour and blessing, where this spirit is found to
prevail among its members ?

“ The Spirit, like a gentle dove,
Flies from the realms of noise and strife;
Why should we vex and grieve His love,
Who seals our souls to heavenly life?

May the dear Lord teach us to “ love as brethren,” to “look not every
man on his own things,” and to * bear one another’s burdens.” And may
He, my dear brother, bless your labours as editor during the New Year.
May the EArTHEN VESSEL be ever laden with heavenly treasure, and may
the Gosper Heraip go forth month by month to proclaim the blessed
tidings of peace and love. )

So prays right heartily, yours affectionately in the Lord Jesus,

A. E. Rear¥r.

Dunstable,



MR. J. L. MEERES.

A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND LABOURS
OF MR. J. L. MEERES.
( Pastor of the Strict Baptist Church, New Church Street, Bermondsey.)

IT is with much Pleasure that we present our readers with a portrait

(in this month’s issue of our Magazine) of our venerable and highly
esteemed brother in Christ, Mr. J. L. Meeres, of Bermondsey. The
annexed brief sketch of his life, as written by himself at our request, will,
we are sure, be read with considerable interest, by friends who have long
known and loved him as a faithful minister of the Gospel of Christ. Our
brother says:—

‘““My father died before I was two'years of age, leaving my mother with
four children other than myself. She was an industrious and kind parent,
although at that time not a partaker of grace. ~ After I knew the Lord for
myself my constant prayer was that He would bring my dear mother to
know Him, and which I Kave every reason to believe He answered, for
(though late in life) T had a good hope that she was resting on the Rock,
Christ Jesus.

c
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“ When old enough, T was admitted into Zion Chapel Sunday-school,
in conncetion with the Conntess of Huntingdon's chapel, in Whitechapel ;
and when my name was enrolled, I remember my mother saying, ‘It wonld
keep me from the streets:’ but my God had more in store for me than
that. It was in that school I first had convictions of sin, and although
at times T tried to shake them off, yet when [ went ont into the world and
mixed with ungodly persons, who tried to lead me into worldly pleasnre
on the Lord’s day, I fonnd I could not sin so cheaply as they could; and
deep remorse often followed, yet again and again Satan nrged me to con-
tinne in the ways of sin while young, and seek religion when I grew older.
Bnt my God was looking on, and when out of my apprenticeship I was
removed in providence to Canterbury, when all my former convictions
returned. I inquired for a chapel, and was directed to the Countess of
Huntingdon’s, Mr. Bloomfield being the minister, well known to our late
brother C. W. Banks, and under his ministry I began to feel my real
sinnership, before a heart-searching God, and went mourning many a day,
thinking hell would be my portion. But in His own time the dear Spirit
of God brought mc to realise my interest in Christ as my Redeemer,
through His obedience and sufferings on the cross, and thus I was bronght,
sweetly to realise that He shed His blood for me. I became a teacher in
that Sunday-school, and met with the young people for prayer in the
vestry after the services on Lord's-day evenings, and was helped of the
Lord to open my mouth in public prayer; and when I was leaving Canter-
bury a special prayer-meeting was held to commend me to the Lord, the
savour of which I shall never forget, and from that day to this I have prized
an interest in the prayers of His people. In the providence of God, I came
to London, and throngh the influence of a young friend, who had been a
former scholar with me in the same Sunday-school, I was induced to attend
the Mariners’ Cliurcl, in Wellclose Square, Mr. G. C. Smith, of Penzance,
being the minister, and there the Spirit carried on the work in my soul,
and after some time I was received into the Church. Then several of the
friends hired a large room in the Ratcliffe Highway for preaching to
sailors on Lord’s-day afternoons. On one occasion the supply failed to
come, and after waiting some time, I may say I was forced into the
pulpit; I endeavoured to speak to the people from Exodus xvii. 6: ¢ Christ
smutten for His people and His great salyation,’ which has been my theme
ever since, thongh 50 years have passed since then. Soon after this, on
reading the third chapter of Matthew, I was convinced of baptism, and
found the evangelists and all thespiritual followers of Christ were baptized;
but being in a mixed Church, some, when they found that my mind was
exercised about it, wanted me to read books for and against it; I said ‘I
want neither, I have the New Testament and there is Christ’s example
and command, and that is all I want !’ Mr. G. C. Smith being a
Baptist, I mentioned it to him. So one Lord’s-day morning, now nearly
50 years since, myself and wife, and six others were baptized at Mr.
Lucombe’s chapel, City Road, kindly lent Mr. Smith for the occasion.
At that service the late John Bunyan McCure became prejudiced against
the Ordinance, but was afterwards convinced that it was a New Testa-
ment command, and eventually was baptized in the same pool, and became
a member of the Church. Soon after this I believed strict com-
munion to be right, and was received into the Church under the pastoral
care of my late beloved brother, 8. Milner; there the word was so blessed



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 15

to my soul that tears of joy ran down my cheeks (though I was then
passing through deep trials); I often wish I had those hallowed seasons
now. But my late dear pastor said to me: ‘It is fitting you to be a
comfort to the Lord’s people in years to come.” I itinerated in the
Churches of truth for about six years. About this time some persons took
my present chapel, and in seeking a supply came from Bermondsey to
Commercial Road East for Mr. J. Collis, but he being engaged he sent
him to me. I went;the Word was blessed; and they asked me to continue
coming; and six months afterwards a Church was formed of seven persons
by Mr. 8. Milner and J. A. Jones—Mr, Milner coming to break bread
to them once a month.

% On June 22, 1847, I was publicly recognised as pastor, Messrs. S.
Milner, G. Wyard, G. Moyle, and D. Curtis taking part in the service;
and by the Lord’s help I have now preached there 43 years. I have
not been so useful as I could wish in gathering large numbers out of
the world, yet I have been encouraged now and again, even in this
respect. I have several still with me whom I baptized more than 30 years
ago, who can testify to the fact, that when they came into that chapel
first they were strangers to God and His salvation, but under the ministry
of the Word found Him to the joy and rejoicing of their hearts. But I
have been oftener blessed to the tried and harassed child of God,and tothe
comforting of the more advanced Christian. I have buried many, very
many, of both members and hearers, that when commiting their bodies to
the grave I could say with confidence that I buried them in a ‘sure and
certain hope of a glorious resurrection,’ for they left a pleasing testimony
behind them both in life and in death.

“ On December 11, 1883, the Lord laid me low with a stroke of
paralysis, and neither physician, doctor, or friends thought I should
recover, but the Lord gave me two passages of Scripture to rest upon.
One was, ‘This sickness is not unto death but for the glory of God;’
the other, ‘I will give health and cure;’ and the Lord raised me up
again, and enabled me to preach to my loving people. Last February
and March I was laid aside with a disease of the liver, and although
suffering intense pain, had such enjoyment of the Lord’'s presence that
those around me thought my end was near, but the Lord had a little
more work for me to do; for, with gratitude I say it, by the Spirit’s help
I am now able, though often in much weekness, to take all the services, by
the help of a brother reading and praying for me in the evening. To my
brother, Mr. Joseph Hall, I shall ever feel grateful for the willing help he
hag always given me through all my afflictions. My deacons and people
have likewise given proof of their loving sympathy.

_ “I am now in my seventy-seventh year,and can testify as a Christian
minister my God has been faithful, and though many times have I
ascended my pulpit in fear and trembling, yet have been énabled to evect
many Ebenezers to His praise, ‘ Hitherto the Lord hath helped me.’
And should it be His will, T hope to be able to extol Him to the last ;
then when my work is finished, say with Jacob of old—*The God that
fed me all my life long, to this day, and the angel that redeemed me
from all evil be eternally praised for His continued goodness aud mercy
to one so unworthy of all His mercies.” I hope at last to join those who
have gone up out of ¢ great tribulation, and have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.’”
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RELIGIOUS SHAMS AS OPPOSED TO TRUE FAITH.

A trenchant letter on the popular errors of the day in contradistinction
to the true faith of God's elect.

By DANIEL ALLEN.
(Pastor of Castlercagh Street Baptist Chapel, Sidney, Australia.)

To the Editor of the “ Earthen Vessel and Gospel Herald.”

ELOVED IN THE LORD,—Love, mercy, and peace, be unto you,

from the Lord Jesus, for evermore. Amen. I desire to address

you upon the subject of faith in the Lord Jesus; and the testimony of
Him (1 Pet. ii. 7).

I. It is hard now-a-days to tell who is a real believer in Jesus and who
is not; because, in these cold days, people have got up so much false
fire, in imitation of the true. We have false teeth, glass eyes, wax noses
and ears, plaster and paint faces, false hair, dead men’s brains, cork and
wire arms and legs, wadding breasts, and false backs. The eyes and limbs
of the whole body are all shammed, where there is no real possession of
them. We have also false babes, with nodding head, laughing faces,
sleeping or waking eyes, crying mouths, dancing legs, and moving
hands, heaving bosoms, and standing bodies. All this is very ingenious,
but it is very lifeless. All this is a very clever death. In like manner,
we have false believers, with fleshly love, a dead faith, a groundless hope,
sham prayers, deceitful joys, worldly sorrows, wordy experience, and a
lying gospel with carnal wisdom, delivered by theatrical preachers; also
a priestly baptism, a mechanical song, and a malicious Church. All
very ingenious, but all a clever religious sham, an artful death.

This art in dead things has an almost infinite variety of shams. Here
you will find the imitations of Moses, Joshua, Hannah, Abigail, David,
Isaiah, John, James, Peter, Paul, Polycarp, Austin, Jerome, Waldo,
Luther, Knox, Calvin, Latimer, Cromwell, Goodwin, Owen, Whitfield,
Lady Huntingdon, W. Huntington, Romaine, Gadsby, Foreman, Stevens,
Warberton, Irons, Philpot, &c. I have seen all these once glorious,
living, original, realities, all imitated in the mechanical art shops of the
dead. How can I say that I have seen the shams of the Popes, or those
of Pelagius, Arminius, Wesley ? No one copies forged notes, and leaden
sovereigns; all imitate a true original, in the shops of dead shams! In
the dead sham of the Jesuit we lately had the deepest experience
delineated, so that when published in the P. 8., and sent home to our
editors, they pronounced it sound ; especially our friend, Mr. John
Gadsby. Some of the false and lying shams are now reproaching us for
want of discernment in not discovering this sham. They reproach us
for not being wiser than Philip, Peter, or Paul, who were for a time
deceived by similar dead shams. Yea, they reproach us for not having the
glorious prerogative of the Lord; viz., the right and power, to search the
heart of man, This belongeth alone unto God. The deception of us
only proves the depths of experimental shams, or the sham of experience
in death ! This is an awful length for the artful, winking dolls, and
false eyes and limbs, to go; yet here they are! Others, again, leaving
the God-appointed means of grace, in the reading of God’s Word; prayer
to Him, simple speech and hymns of devotion.

Men go to the women at the forms, and fawn over them, saying,
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“ Only believe, my dear sister, give yourself to Jesus, now, just now, and
be saved.”” Women go to the seats of men, and do the same. The
tender emotions of the flesh are thus exzcited, and a response to this
buman fawning is called forth, in the softest words, “I do believe in
Jesus, my blessed Saviour.” Thus each woman takes her man; and each
man takes his lass, and off they go to the penitent form, for the finish-
ing strokes. Then they go for the water ; and then for the bread ; and
then for the work; the dead among the dead ! But what next cometh
topass 7 A town full of apostates; streets full of mocking infidels, point-
ing at the hypocrites with the finger of scorn; blaspheming the name
the apostates took in vain! This is sad, and truly awful! It should ever
be remembered that every sham believer is a certain preparation for an
apostate. Nature cannot rise above its level. Here then we see the
false bosom of love, the false eye of faith, the false mouth of prayer, the
false hair of power, the dead brains of sense, the dead ear of hearing,
the dead hand of action, the dead feet of obedience, the dead voice
of false praise, and the dead face of profession.

The Pope is the blaspheming sham of Christ ;i:and these are the
imitations of His saints—

¢ Nation’s the harlots test,
By which the truth’s reviled;
The child of fancy finely dressed,
But not the living child.”

These are men-made believers. But the real believer is made so
by God. The light of God made Baalam, Saunl, and Judas to know
very much, but that light never showed them that they were saved;
neither did they ever say that they were saved; or ever supposed that
they were saved. The first said that he never should be saved, I shall
behold Him, but not nigh—I shall see Him, but not for myself.”
These modern shams of Christ and His people are in nowise like Baalam,
Saul, and Judas. 1.—They have not the illumination from God that
these men had. 2.—They have not the knowledge of God that these
men had. 3.—They have more presumption about their being saved
than these men had. Thus, these modern sham-believers are neither like
true believers, nor like those highly gifted men who served the Lord, in
gifts, for a time. It is hard to find any trne or full likeness of those
persons in the Bible:—

. They are not like a true possessor of faith.

. They are not like the highly gifted men.

. They are not like the Scribes, &c., who hated Christ.

. They are not like the circumeision men.

- They are not like commercial men of gain.

. They are like those who followed Christ for a time.

- They are like those who went away from Him.
They are like those who returned to the mire again.

0D ~I O H= 0 b =

. These are not made believers by grace, neither are they made so by
divine gifts. They are made so by the corrupt and fleshly processes of
deceived and deceiving men, led by the wiles of Satan. The next pro-
cess to this corrupt belief is apostasy ; the next is a greater hatred to
dmn? things; the next, a fearful immorality; the next, a blaspheming
open infidelity; the next an awful lifting-up of eyes in hell; the next, a
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resurrection unto dammation; and the next a casting into hell, with all
the nations that forget God: the place prepared for the devil and his
angels. This is the process of the fool who rages and is confident.

It is a remarkable fact that all our blasphemers in the ranks of
infidelity here have gone this way; Tyrman was a preacher; Greenwood
also; Hughes also; Symes also; and many others I could name. Al went
this way.

Now, dearly beloved, these are solemn facts, which make us ask in
earnest, and deep concern, What is it to be a true believer ? Briefly, it
1s to feel Christ precious! In all that we have noticed, take away the
man and woman fawning, the god or goddess of speecly, the penitent form,
and the congregation of the dead, and the fanciful prayer, and the sen-
sational song, and there will not be one precious thought or fecling of
Christ left in them. Leave their faith alone with Christ, and it will not
make Him precious. But, with the true believer, it is not so. At times,
in the lonely wood, road, lane, room, or place, oh, how precious Jesus is
in His person, nature, blood, body, work, offices, perfections, relation-
ship, truth, grace, love, life, and intercession! The preciousness is between
Him and the believer alone, not for show with others.

II. Tomakethis true believerit requires the following blessed things:—

1.~-The Divine power which raised Christ from the dead—* Who
believe according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought
in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead” (Eph. i. 19). This
makes Him precious. .

2.—This faith is from the Divine operation of God. *Buried with
Him in baptism, wherein ye are risen with Him, through the faith of the
operation of God, who raised Him from the dead” (Col. ii. 12). This
makes Him very precious.

8.—This faith is from the new birth, which is from heaven above.
« Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God ”” (1 John
v.1). It cannot ezist or acf, where the new birth is not. Where it
does, Christ is very precious.

4.—This faith of the new birth receives Christ. The . possessors of
it have power to become the sons of God given to them; even to them
that believe on His name; being born not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

5.—This faith is by the Spirit of faith. ¢ We having the same
Spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have
I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak ™ (2 Cor. iv. 13).

G.—“Barnabas was full of the Holy Ghost, and of this faith"
(Acts xi. 22); and it was thus that he preached Jesus so preciously as a
son of consolation, for this faith made Christ so precious to him.

7.—Abraham was the great example and model fathier of this faith,
50 that he could see Christ’s day, through forty-two generations; and
put on His righteousness 1,500 years before it was finished.

These are the things which make and constitute a frue believer, as
distinct from a sensational believer in the flesh. This believer obtains
this like precious faith from the righteousness of God unto his comfort,
and to the mutual comfort of the saints and servants of God.

It says in its blessed actings:—

# My faith would lay her hand, While like a penitent I stand,
On that dear head of thine; And there confess my gin.”



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 19

“ When they are weak in faith, they are still to be received ” (Rom,
xiv. 1). “ When they are strong in faith, they are glorifying God hy
faith ” (Rom. iv. 19).

ITI. Christ is very precious to these dear precious helievers.

1.—How precious He is to these in His (fod-head and eternity; as,
Jfrom everlasting fo cverlasting, God over all, blessed for evermore.

9.—How precious He is to these in His enfolding their poor nature
into the glovious majesty of the divine, in which He is our very dear
Immanuel. ’

3.—How precious He is to these in His covenant character as the
great undertaker, giving covenant security to the Father to save and
bless His people.

4—How precious He is to these in His incarnation and great
temptations, in all things like His brethren in order to tenderly succour
them.

5.—How precious He is to them in His great sorrows, in the garden,
and on the cross, where He dies for them, the just for the unjust, to save
them.

6.—How precious He is to them in His glorious resurrection from
the dead for their justification and eternal life at God’s right hand in glory.

7.—How precious He is to them in His position at the Father's right
hand in glory, to give repentance and pardon: to poor sinners coming to
Him.

How precious He is as Saviour, Shepherd, Priest, Prophet, King,
Husband, Brother, and Friend. Oh, how precious He is in His pardon-
ing blood, so that we must sing to His praise:—

“B’er since by faith Isaw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply ;

Redeeming love has been my theme,
And ehall be till I die.”

Oh, how precious He is in His righteousness divine, in which we do
very much rejoice, and sing:—

4 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness,
My beaunty are, my glorious dressy
'Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.”

Thus, beloved in Him, to them that believe He is precious, in life.
and in death, in sickness and in health, in poverty or in wealth, in age
and in youth, and in time and in eternity. Amen.

Sidney, Australia, Sept. 10, 1887.

EBENEZER.

No word, perhaps, is more frequently used at this time of the year by the
Lord’s people than “ Ebenezer.” = Its meaning, too, is well understood, as
may be gathered from the breathings of God’s living family at the meetings
for prayer. The oft-repeated sentence: “Ebenezer—Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us ”—never loses its importance or weight, and it not unfre-
quently touches a chord in kindred hearts, and often elicits (sometimes
audibly) the responsive “Amen!” We can, ourselves,—the most unworthy
of all Hig creatures—adopt the langnage, and say, Hitherto hath the Lord
assisted us in the work of our hands, blessed us with food and raiment, and
given usa hope in the promised rest that remaineth for the election of grace.
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These are some of the mercies with which we have been favoured during
the year that is fast running out. 'We have done nothing, neither can we
do anything, to merit the goodness of God. We could give a thousand
reasons why He should nof bless us, but not one why He should thus so
highly favour us. But we do not mean to write of ourselves; it is of the
denomination to which we have the honour to belong, that we, in briefly
summarising the events of the year, think there is great cause for
raising an “Ebenezer ” of gratitude for the gracious goodness of God
to us through 1887.

During the year, ten of the Lord’s ministering servants have becn
called to their long home—namely, John Godsall, of Hereford; William
Lodge, late of Homerton Row; Thomas Field, of Raunds; W. Tucker, of
Hitchin; Thomas Stringer, whose last pastorate was at Artillery Street;
Thomas Davies, formerly of Poplar; Samuel Cozens, of Ipswich; E. Forman,
of March; and Mr. Sales, of Orpington. While the ranks have thus been
thinned by the removal of those who, in their varied spheres, “fought a
good fight,”” yet we are very thankful that the year does not close without
signs of others being raised up to take their places. Thus the promise
stands good, ““ Instead of the fathers shall be the children.” One very
encouraging feature of the year is the “ breaking forth on the right hand
and on the left.” At Soho, Tottenham, Holloway, Watford, Richmond,
Islington, there are new chapels in course of erection, and there are signs
of more following in the wake. At Acton and Wood-green new
causes have been started. At New Barnet, a Gospel Church has been
formed. Pastors have been settled and publicly recognised as follows:—
Mr. E. Porter, at Forest-road, Dalston; H. Sadler, Willingham; W. H. Rose,
Reading; O. S. Dolbey, Surrey Tubernacle; S. T. Belcher, Watford; Mr.
Moat, Margate; G. W. Thomas, Tring; F. J. Harsant, Peckham; W. Webb,
Southampton; Wm. Ward, Bermondsey; W. H. Evans, Clapham; and A.
Lester, Wollaston.

Baptisms:—So far as we know in number have amounted to 228. The
oldest person baptized was Mrs. Parnell, to the great joy of her son Mr.J.
Parnell, pastor of Carmel, Pimlico, which took place on the first Sunday
in August, in the river at Streatham Ferry, Isle of Ely, Cambs., by Mr.
Morling, of Over; our sister was in her 73rd year. The youngest was a
dear young sister, Miss Ada Saville, whose experience was more like
one of riper years: she is about 15 years of age, and was baptized by our
beloved Editor, Mr. Winters. .

‘The Lord’s Poor:—The various Amounts received for distribution among
the afflicted and poor of the household of faithby brother Winters and
myself are upwards of £241. But this does not represent near all that
has been done in this way through the medinm of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND
GospeL HERALD, as many generous donors have forwarded money to certain
needy cases, privately. Thisis one of the most pleasing features of our
work, the only drawback to which is the want of funds to alleviate more fully
the truly necessitous and heavily afflicted of the Lord’s family. This work,
though it involves time, care and responsibility, is a labour of love. We have
frequently had to exercise faith in going beyond what has been received in
order to afford help in pressing cases, but the Lord has made it _up to us.
We have above 100 persons, comprising Widows, Orphans, Widowers,
Ministers, &c., to whose needs we render what aid we can, besides those to
whom our esteemed Editor ministers, together with others we meet in
our various journeyings. In this part of our work we do rejoice, yea
and will rejoice. (race is not nature, and cannot be inherited; but we
think we have inherited the indomitable desire,—which took a strong hold
of our late beloved parents,—to help the helpless without doing it ina
workhouse style or fashion, which desire, we hope, is influenced by grace,
Many a time, in our infancy, has our own dear mother sent us off with a
hot dinner to the aged poor, and the “ cup of cold water,” in the shape of
coal, tea, sugar, &c., was dealt out by her, till within a ghort time o her



“A CLOUD OF WITNESSES;”

OR,

ECHOES from the LORD’S POOR.

WE have long felt a desire that our readers might see some of the grateful expressions
and touching incidents of the recipients of the * Lord’s Poor Fund.” As the space in
the “ EARTHEN VESSEL AND GosPEL Hrrarp” is so limited that we dare not trespass on
its pages, we have resolved to publish a fly-sheet, containing extracts from a few of the
Jetters, which, we think, under the Divine influence, will be read with much interest.
These are taken promiscuously from a pile, and must prove consoling to those who send
us the means to assist the poorand needy. There is nothing in this world that affects us so
much as when when we have to refuse help for lack of funds. Many of the dear friends
are personally known to us, and we visit some of them as opportunity offers and means
allow. Here we leave the matter, and subscribe ourselves your willing almoner in the

hope of the Gospel,

JoaN WATERS Bavks.

18, Park Street, Upper Street, Islington, London, N., Dec. 20, 1887,

A Young Minister’s Widow in Devon-
shire writes:—

“Yours came safe to hand, with many thanks.
The Lord is good. It came just in time of need.
In answer to your kind enquiries for myself and
children, I am thankfal the children are quite
well, I have not been well for some time past.
I often say, ‘all these things are against me,’
but I must acknowledge, in straits and difficul-
ties, He has appeared when none but His hand
could help. I do pray the Lord to raise me up
again to work for the bread that perisheth.
Gratefully with Ohristian love.”

From a Minister's Widow and her
Daughter in Surrey:—

“Thank you for again sending us help. The
Lord is graciously pleased to remember us and
our daily needs. We have had vegetables sent
1n to last us a week. This, added to your timely
help, gives us much cause for thankfulness.”

A Widow in North London writes:—

“I received the P.O. with a grateful heart. 1
am sure it came from the Father of the fatherless.
The words came with it,  The needy shall not be
forgotten.’ Through all my sorrows He hath

upheld and supported me with my dear chil-
dren,”

The Daughter of an Aged Man and Wife,
Old Ford:—

“Many thanks for what you sent, Father
very ill; thought his end was come; the Lord
knows whether he will get up again: mother is
little better. We all thank you for your kind
note and contents,”

A Minister’s Widow in Berks says:—

“ I thank you for your note. I am still spared
in life. Many infirmities to bear. My sight is
so bad, I have not been able to read the E. V.
and C. W. for two months. T am very feeble.
not hardly able ‘to do anything. Every little
help is a great blessing, and so the dear Lord
cheers me a little in my loneliness. I have
entered my 82nd year. It is wonderful how I
have been upheld, but all things are ordered by
our covenant God, and in His own time He will
take me home.”

From a Widow in Wiltshire:—

“Many thanks for your great kindmess. I
have been laid up again for a month. Your
help came in a time of great need. I desire to
bless the Lord for all His mercies, temporal and
spiritual. And have not my trials, afflictions,
mercies, and joys been measured out to me just
as I could bear them? O, that I could praise
Him more. Ido feel the caresof the family, and
miss the advice of my dear partner, now in
glory.”

From a Widow in Berks, aged 80.

“ My DEAR KIND FRIEND,—~I thank you for
kind words and help. It came so helpful, being
quite out. But my dear heavenly Father knew
my peed, and disposed your heart to minister to
my wants,”

An Aged Widower and Daughter, West

Ham:—

“MyY DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER:—I re-
ceived your kind note and order; it could not
have come at a more acceptable time; my heart
ascended up to God for His goodness. My
daughter desires to thank you for your kindness.
May God bless you and hrother Winters,”



From an Intelligent but Afflioted Ser-
vant of Christ in the County of Kent.
He says:—

“MRr. J. W. BaNks,—Dear brother in the
Lord,~—Thanks for your kindness once more. I
am still among the pilgrim tribe who are passing
on (looking unto Jesus) to the better country.
The weather seems especially trying to all
bronchi-affected ones like myself. And in all
the weakness and painful irritation, gloomy
moments will sometimes steal over the mind,
and anxieties as to the future, especially when
we consider over the struggles that some have in
endeavouring to ‘provide things honest in the
sight of all men,” and desiring to assist the needy
too. Yet, when we remember the all-sufficiency
of our God, and gratefully review His mercies in
the past, and His promises for the future, and
can happily in some measure realize the
Saviour's nearness and His loving union with us,
we feel eager to take up good old John Newton’s
strain,—

“* Begone, unbellef, my Savionr is Dear,
And for my relief will surely appear.

“And in the happy season one seems to try
and string a few words together:—

0, Jesus, precious Savioar,
How strong and kind Thy hand
To lead and feed Thy pilgrims
Making the weak to staund.
Stand by them as a brother,
Counting them near and dear,
Soothing in times of sorrow,
W iping away the tear.
0, Jesus, precions Saviour,
Redeemer, still the same;
My soul loves to adore Thee,
And praise Thy blesséd name.

“ With Christian love, yours, .

From a Widow, Son, and Daughter in
Kent :—

“DEAR BIR,—Again I have to acknowledge
the kindness of a merciful providence to usin
our affliction through your kind instrumentality.
1 hope we are duly grateful to God and to you
for all the kindness which we receive, I have
been very sadly in the week just passed. Mother
and sister were about with me part of two nights.
My nights are often my worst times, and one
night I went opstairs with such a mighty dread
as I can scarcely express. I tried to pray, it is
troe; but little else could I do but groan out,
‘Lord, help me’—*Lord, undertake for me’;
and He did help me, for I fell asleep, and slept
up to about three in the morning, and the most
painful part of the night that I dreaded I was
delivered from; so that I found the verse of an
hymn which came to me on awaking to be troe
and suoitable indeed:—

“‘Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye 80 much dread,
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In bleesings on your head.’

« With our united thanks and Christian love,
« I am, affectionately yours, —.”
Another Old Servant of the Lord says:—
“TIn covenant love I received the P. O., with
many thanks, Bless the Lord for His loving-
kindness to a poor old pilgrim.”

A Minister in Gloucestershire writes:—

“ Both my dear wife and self often afflicted;
she with a weak heart, and I with asthma and
bronchitis; we have two dear boys. We thank
you for past favomrs; when you can, kindly
remember us.”

A Son (an Old Acquaintance) writes on
Behalf of his Aged Father:—

“MY DEAR BROTHER JOHN,—Many thanks
for kind note and for what you sent for the old
pilgrims. Poor (but rich) old dad is getting on
his journey fast; as the Lord helps me, I must
look after him; he is a dear old soul.”

A Poor, Lonely, Aged Brother in Christ,
in the North of London, writes:—
“MY DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIEND 1IN THE
SwERT BONDS OF THE GOSPEL,—You have
again supplied my need: truly it was sent from
God. May the Lord bless you and yours with
great grace."”

From an Aged Saint in her 80th Year,
who is Waiting for a Vacancy to Go
into the Workhouse:—

“DEar MR. BANES,—I thank you kindly for
sending me the 2s. towards my boots, which I
greatly needed; also for the 2s, to get coal and
other necessaries. The Lord greatly bless you.
With Christian love to Mrs. Banks.”

From an Afflicted Single Woman in
Bedfordshire:—

¢“1 must again thank you for your kindness;
indeed, our God is a never-failing Friend; truly
He is a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering
God. I must tell you I had been calling and
begging of Him to send me help, when yours
came. He breaks me down with His goodness;
He sent me more than I asked Him for.”

A Middle-Aged Afflicted Spinster in the
S.E. District, London, writes:—
«T thank you for again thinking of me. By
the blessing of our heavenly Father I am some-
what better, and able to do a little work.”

An Aged Couple in Northamptonshire:—

“DEAR SIR,—I am truly thankful for your
kindness to me; you are tbe only friend I have
in thig world; but I do trust in Him who has
promised never to forsake. My husband
is a little better.”

From an Aged Couple in Herts:—

«DEAR FRIEND,—I1 thank you very much for
the 2s. 6d.; I had no coal, nor money to buy
any, and the Lord knew that I stood in need.
May He give me grace to bless His name for
His goodness to me.”

From an Afflicted Couple on the South-
East Coast:—

“ The wintry and snowy weather increases my
affliction ; the way seems hedged up, and am
compelled again to ask you to remember me in
‘my low estate.” My faith is tried, but,—

«+Though painful at present,’twill cease bofora long,
And then, oh, how ploasant the conqueror’s song!'”
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R A AR e
THE OOMMITTEE TO THE READERS.

CHrisTIAN FriENDS,—One year has passed since the two Magazines,
known for so many years by the above titles, ceased to be separately
issued, the respective proprietors having arranged an amalgamation.

With what results we have worked together, that section of the
Christian public, for whom more especially we labour, must judge.

That we have not pleased everybody does not surprise us. That we
have failed to please some whom we have honestly and earnestly tried to
please really pains us, and we now appeal to their kind forbearance.

‘We have had considerable difficulties to overcome in getting matters
into order, and confess that we have not been so successful as we could
have desired, but we can conscientiously say that we have tried to be the
servants of the Churches of Christ, who rejoice in the name of ‘ Strict
and Particular Baptists,” not only for what those words actually mean,
but also for what they disclaim and repudiate.

No communications from Brethren have been treated with indifference.
No matter of interest to the Churches has been excluded from our pages.
Personal correspondence has been attended to. The Lorp’s Poor kave not
been forgotten. These statements may be fully verified by an examination
of our index.

If we have not printed some long sermons, or inserted a long series of
papers on one subject, it is because, firstly, our space is limited, and
secondly, experience has taught us that they are not extensively read.

‘We sincerely thank the numerous friends who have so well supported
us, and especially those whose goodly words of cheer and approbation
have greatly encouraged us in our labours.

We hope that the most dissatisfied will yield to the Scriptural inter-
cession,” Let it alone this year also,” and give us active help as wellas good-
natured criticism ; that the support hitherto accorded will be continued ;
that every one, with whose approbation we are favoured, will diligently
strive to enlarge our circulation; and, above all, that every spiritual
reader will constautly plead with God that Editor, Committee and Con-
tributors may write and act in love and in truth, and with heavenly wisdom
in the Holy Ghost. So shall our Magazine, under God, as the true organ
of the Churches, be increasingly a heavenly intelligencer and bond of
union. Thus our own hands and hearts are diligently set, and commen-
ding our work anew to the Lord, we subscribe ourselves, with affectionate
greetings to you all,

Your willing servants for Jesu’s sake,

(Signed) Prmir REyNoLps, Highbury-place.
G. W. SaerueRDp, Hill-st., Dorset- J. H. Lynx, Forest-gate.
square. J. W. Banxks, Islington.
Joux Box, Soho. W. Winters, FEditor, Waltham

R. E. SEars, Little Alie-street. Abbey.




®kinOness, LM

Axrro.

”. — ‘- Q
ﬁ&n"ﬂl;‘—?ﬁ‘ o] —-o—]e®-. ‘—I"F—P:&
J—‘“ 1= i _Javears vt | b

TENOR.
ol e —— e —
ﬁ’jpjj:,@,._f_ﬂg__yy.._ﬂ,_.j:ﬁ;ﬂ
TREBLE.
o)
o N — N |
?E-:!t—‘-—-::f:l?éﬁﬂf—_.b;“—‘i?-?—?_ff:ﬁf:?— —]
I ) w o o} 3 W - l= t 1 11 L 1 —u
1. A - wake, my soul, in joy - ful lays, Andsing thy great Re-deem-er’s praise;
Bass.
@j —— »— Y — e 2
T e e B e B e e Jo e |
. [' L4 1 w [' - | l;] 1 - i
ﬂ - i n 1 ] " AN 00 el e

. p— it - " T i . t .

e ey
" T T T T ooyl i J J' -}

He just-ly cla-ims a song from thee, His lov - ing - kind-ness, O how free!
f1 - r 3 e _aass . ._.] - - = =
| T [ e - S s . i I —Pdmk#'i—_‘_—:l
1} 1 1 T I 1 1 11 { B Y o) pessy —1
i L L4
0 o £ P
— T e I "o @ o T # I-e g 1|
4 1) ] ™ . RS - ) £ 1. — ]—F I 1 bi |
| oy ) 0 A w - 11 - T u
His lovingkindness, His lovingkindness, O how free.
| mbtmom— ] ) i - T 1 n
& - ] I | b1 T I H 1
= ) 12 o |- —a—r——1
His lovingkindness, O how free.
)
= e e R Twn b e e |
T 11— ¥ _ o J 3 rJE0 et | Sl | 11— T 1]
- T r ) 1 > v | - 1~ 1 I T (]
His lovingkindness, His lovingkindness, His lovingkindness, O how free.
f
= = = = .| e e e |
— ] 1= i =, H
L
His lovingkinduess, O how free.
2 He saw me ruin’d in the fall, 4 When trouble, like a gloomy cloud,
Yet loved me notwithstauding all; Has gathered thick and thundered loud,
He saved me from my lost estate, He near my soul has always stood,
His lovingkinduess, O how great ; His lovingkindness, O how good !
3 When 1 was Satan's easy prey, 5 Soon shall I pass the gloomy vale,
And deep in debt and bondage lay ; Soon all my mortal powers must fail ;—
His life Le paid for my discharge, 0! may my last expiring breath

His lovingkindness is su large. His lovingkindness, sing in death.
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“falling on sleep,” to the poor and needy; and later on in life, at our

father’s bidding, it fell to our lot to convey similar messages of mercy in
money and in kind; thus have we been initiated into this glorious worlk.
If we have erred in any way in dispensing what has been committed to our
care, such error has been on the side of humanity, for which, we confess,
we have no qualms of conscience.

The amalgamation of the two magazines, we have reason to believe,
was a step in theright direction; as letters from numerous parts of Australia,
America, New Zealand, and most of the counties of Great Britain testify;
notwithstanding the great commercial and agricultural depression, which
very materially affects the book market, more than any other commodity,
the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GospEL HEraLD has been well sustained, under
our dear brother Winters’ editorship, and the circulation vies well with
serials which are strongly supported by societies who have a systematic
mode of pushing their publications. Yet there is room for improvement in
extending it, whereby our magazine may be made, in the hands of the Holy
Spirit, a still greater power for good, and we will here draw attention to the
fact that in variousparts of the country the FARTHEN VESSEL aND GGOSPEL
HEeraLp is placed on the tables of public Reading Rooms, and is sent to
several Hospitals, Almshouses, Workhounses, in the Barracks at Hobart
Town, Tasmania, &c. This is good, and we say to those who can, “ Go,
thou, and do likewise.” In this department we feel assured that the various
causes of truth in London and 1n the country could render even greater
aid than they do at present. If the pastor and deacons would take the
matter in hand and appoint one or two of their number to collect a few
pence from the members of the Church and congregation, and get our
magazine regularly laid in some public place of resort in their own immedi-
ate neigkbourhood, much real good would be done. Will each Church try?
The daily and weekly newspapers, and other publications, are to be found
in every coffee house where our mechanics go to take their meals; why
should not the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GosPEL HERALD be seen therealso? We
venture to think this would be a good work for some of the indefatigable
sisters of our causes of truth to undertake.

We thank the Lord for the mercies of the year 1887,and if spared, in
humble dependence upon Him, we hope to pursne our work with renewed
energy in the year that is now before us.

Jouxy WaTeErs Bawks.
December, 1887.

ACROSTIC.—“ FEAR NOT, THOU ART MINE.”

F' EAR not, may God to thee these words apply,

E ndear them to you, listen to your cry,

A nd whisper peace, through Jesu's precious blood;
R ejoicing over you to do you good.

N e’er did an anxious sinner seek the face

O f Him in vain—He waits to show His grace.

T o all such seeking souls He will draw near,

T o comfort, bless, and chase away their fear.

H e’s full of grace; His mercy’s houndless, free;

O may His mercy be revealed to thee.

U nder His wings may you securely dwell,

A nd sing tbhe grace that saved your soul from hell.

R emember Him who died, your soul to save,

T ell how He conquer’d death, hell, and the grave.

M ay you be favour’'d oft to hear His voice,

I n merey saying, ¢ Thou art Mine: rejoice!

N or fear that ever I will thee forsake;

E ternal bliss thou shalt with Me partake,"
Chatham. J. C.
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THE EVER-NEW AND EVERLASTING SONG.
By R. E. SEans.
“ Worthy is the Lamb,"—Rev. v. 12,

Jesus is the Lamb of God. He is the Lamb of God's chotce—His elect, in
whom His soul delighteth. “Ihave exalted One choseu out of the people.’”
He is the Lamb of God’s affection, the Lamb of God’s providing, the Lamb
of God's sacrifice, the Lamb of God’s acceptance, and the Lamb of God’s

exaltation.

Christ was a Lamb when upon earth. “Behold the Lamb of God!”™

How lovely was his character!

How meek! How innocent! How

patient ! How harmless! Asa LambHe was slain,and as the slain Lamb
He is exalted. See! He stands in all His glory upon Mount Zion !

Jesus as a Lamb in heaven will perpetually remind the redeemed of
their salvation by Hts death. HHe was slain to receive the power to bring
them home to God. Christian reader, view this lovely Object now by
faith. He is your Shepherd, but He has a lamb-like nature.

Worthy is the Lamb! He is worthy of the highest place in our heart’s
affection, worthy of our constant trust, worthy of our ready, willing obedi-
ence, worthy to receive our gifts; yea, He is worthy of our entire conse-

cration.

Worthy s the Lamb! He is worthy of our unceasing praise. Are we
saved P It is by His grace. Are we pardoncd? It is by His merit.
Are we cleansed ? It is by His blood. Are we justified ? It is by His
righteousness. He is ourall. O, my soul, give Him the music of a grate-
ful heart! Let every power extol Him! Let every faculty adore Him!
The best of earth is all too mean for Him !

Worthy s the Lamb! for the greatest sinner may come to Him with
the assurance of acceptance. O, the riches of His grace! O, the wealth
of His goodness! O, the depth of His mercy! ‘Who can describe the
glory of His person? Who can fathom the boundless sea of His love?

Worthy s the Lamb! This is the song of heaven. Like mighty
rolling thunder it sounds! for myriads of myriads of redeemed voices
unite to praise Him. The angels join the song, and, blending their voices
with redeemed lips, cry for evermore, ‘* WORTHY 18 THE LaMB!”

He is worthy of the high position He occupies. He is worthy of the
authority with which He is invested, and He ie worthy of all power,
honour, and glory. May every reader be enamoured with His charms, and
drawn by His bleeding love: may they come now to Him.

“ Just as T am, Thy love I own,
Has broken every barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
0, Lamb of God, I come.”

THE CROWNING YEAR.

CoxE, kindred friends, your voices raise,
In one harmonious song of praise,

To Him who's been our only care,

And help thro’ every changing year,
Descend, dear Lord, from heaven above,
And hearts subdue by sovereign love;
Preserve ue from the tempter’s snare,
Angd let this be a erowning year.

1f we would ever see Thy face,

It must be by Thy sovereign grace;
That grace, Lord, in each heart prepare,
And with Thy merey erown the year.
Revive Thy work, Th)‘ truth maintain,
Send those that shall Thy Word proclajm
To ruined sinners far and near,

And let this be a crowning year.

Limehouse.

The hungry poor with food sustain,
Employment give, let none complain:
Amfdrooping souls their spirits cheer,
With Thy blest presence tbro’ the year.
Once more 2 plenteous harvest raise.
Give thanldful hearts Thy name to praise:
Be Thou our guardian and our care,
‘With mercies bless and crown the year.
Should we be called ta pass the vale,
Give strength, let not our eourage fail:
Till in Thy presence we uppear

To hail with joy and crown Thee therc.
Crown Thee with all the blood-wash’d throng,
‘While eountless ages roll along.

On yon bright Canaan’s happy shore,
’Tis there we’ll crown Thee evermore.

Tuomis Epwin Moore.
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Cheering Woods Annual for 1887,
(Cloth, price 1s,, by post, 1s. 2d.) Lon-
don: R. Banks and Son, Racquet-court,
Fleet-street., This is indeed a very
pretty little illustrated volume, full of
short, interesting and sound Gospel sub-
jects, suitable as 2 New Year’s present for
persons either young or old. The two
excellent pbotographic portraits of Mr.
J.H. Lynn and Mr. R. E. 8ears given in
this volume are alone honestly worth a
shilling. We earnestly recommend our
readers to purchase copies for distribu-
tion.  Cheering Words is published
monthly at the office of this magazine,
price one half-penny.

Salvation: Service of Song. Compiled
by P. W. Williamson (pastor of the
Addison Park Baptist Chapel) for uge
on the occasion of specialservices. Lon-
don: W. Wileman, 34, Bouverie-street.
Price 2d. This Service of Song is com-
posed of a number of passages from the
Word of God, appropriately arranged
and interspersed with hymns. Superin-
tendents and teachers of Sunday-schools
may use this Song with perfect safety, as
it is quite free from all doetrinal jargon.
It was originally prepared for a service
in Mr. Williamson's chapel to raise a
collection for Mr. J. Box’s new chapel.
We heartily thank Mr. Williamson for
the care he has bestowed in its compila-
tion, and hope that it will realise the
circulation it so justly merits.

The DBaptist Almanack for 1888.
Rohert Banks and Son, Racquet-court,
Fleet-street, E.C. Price 2d., interleaved
4d. A most useful book, full of impor-
tant denominational information such as
every member of the Baptist body ought
to know. Ministers especially will find
the interleaved edition absolutely indis-
pensable as a note book. ‘The paper is
ruled, and of excellent quality.

A Sermon (text, Ruth ii. 12) preached
at Grove Chapel, Camberwell, by the
late Mr. Thomas Stringer. This sermon
(preached Nov. 14th, 1886) was taken
down in shorthand by a ‘‘lady,” and
may be had of Mrs. Stringer, 17, Gros-
venor-street, Camberwell-road, 1d., post
free 11d.

The City Diary for 1885. W. H. and
L. Collingridge, City Press office, 148 and
149, Aldersgate-street, E.C. Price One
Shilling. This Diaryis interleaved with
blotting paper, and contains, in addition
to the usual Almanack information,
names and addresses of the members and
officers of the Corporation, &o. It is in
fact the cheapest and best Diary we
have ever seen.
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Modern Thought-—What isit? By R.

E. Sears. Reprinted from Life and Light.
Who will help to circulate this splendid
leaflet ? price 1s. 6d. per 100, post free
of the aathor, 50, Grove-road, Bow, E.

A Kindly Welcome. By W. E. Pal-
mer, Wycombe. Weighty with solid
Gospel truth.

A Finished Course. Price 6d. Messrs.
Marlborough and Co., 51, Old Bailey,
London, E.C. A memorial sermon
preacher by G. Hawker, at Camden
Town Chapel, Sept. 18,1887. A beauti-
ful little <n memoriam of the late T. J.
Comber, of Congo.

The Sower, Annual Volume for 1887.
London : Houlston and Sons, 7, Pater-
noster-buildings; and E. Wilmshurst,
bookseller, Blackheath, S,E. Cloth,
price 2s. To seekers after good solid
Gospel truth, this volume will be interest-
ing and profitable. We eannot express too
highly our sense of indebtedness to the
godly editor of The Sower in circulating
so much of that which is God-honouring
and soul-comforting.

0ld Jonathan, the District and Parish
Helper, Annual Volume, 1837. London:
W. H. and L. Collingridge, 148 and 149.
Aldersgate-street. Coloured boards,1s.6d.
cloth gilt 2s. 6d. This new volume is cer-
tainly most attractively bound, and the
engravings are beautifully executed. The
literature is sound, instructive, and
charmingly interesting.

The Little Gleancr, Annual Volume,
1887. London: Houlston and Sons, 7.
Paternoster-buildings, E.C.; and E.
Wilmshurst,Blackheath,S.E. Price 1s.6d.
Very tastefully got up, and well illus-
trated. Its literature we can heartily
recommend as being sound and good.
The volume is indeed a marvel of cheap-
ness.

Notes on the Books of the Bible. By
Dr. W. P. Mackay, of Hull. London:
Hodder and Stoughton, 27, Patercoster-
row. Sewed 1s. 6d., cloth 2s.6d. Dr.
Mackay commences his book by placing
the four following questions before his
readers, viz,, Is there a God? Can He
speak? Has He spoken?! What has He
said? These brief questions he very
ably answers. Every chapter of this
book marks the painstaking and scholar-
ship of the author. The salient points of
each of the books of the Bible are so
clearly brought out that they can beseen
at once by any intelligent Bible student.
The type and paper are good, and the
price is within the reach of the most
humble. The book will serve as a kind
of key to the Old and New Testaments.
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The Royal Year, A Chronicle of “ Our
Good Queen’s Jubilee.”” By Charles Bul-
lock, B.D. London: Home Words pub-
lishing office, 7, Paternoster-square, E.C.
Cloth gilt, richly bound, ouly 1s 6d.
This beautiful volume is adorned with
upwards of thirty well executed illustra-
tions. It is exceedingly cheap, when
the intrinsic worth of the work is con-
sidered. We wish The Royal Year an
extensive sale.

Soul Winning. or Church Life and
Growth, By F. Crozier. London :
Hodder and Stoughton, 27, Paternoster-
row. Price 1s. 6d. There is a great deal
in this book on the style and manner of
preaching that is clear, vigorous, and
good, but our author's view of religious
work in general we fail to appreciate, as
it savours too much of the Moody and
Sackey system of winning souls, Mr.
Crozier, on page 110, infers correctly
that in order that children may walk in
the “way of God’s commandments ” they
must undergo ¢ a definite change .
by the spirit of God.” But his advice to
teachers we do not understand, and
especially that given on the following
page, namely, ‘‘‘My class for Jesus’
should be every teacher's motto.” To
win souls, in one sense, means to teach
them; in another, to catch them by the
Gospel net. In both senses divine wis-
dom is necessary, and the man who is
successful in thus winning or drawing
souls is greatly honoured of God.

Monthly Mugazines: Banner of Israel.
London: R. Banks and Son. Price 7d.
monthly, by post 8d. The able papers
which appear in this journal from time
to time on fulfilled and unfulfilled pro-
phecy, as also on biblical arch=zology,are
extremely interesting.

Hand and Heart.
monthly paper, fnll
Price 1d.

Zion's Witness. London: R. Banks
and Son. Price 2d. Full of deep, solid,
and spiritual reading.

Goodwill to Men, the Fireside Christ-
mas number. Price 6d. Those who like
Christmas tales will find plenty to amuse
them in this book.

The Fireside, Price 6d. To be had
at Home Words office, 7, Paternoster-
square, E.C.; as also The Day of Days,
and Home Words. One penny each.

The Silent Messenger clearly points
out “The old paths” (see December
pumber).

Gospel Magazine, Price 6d. The
December number contains an excellent
portrait of C. H. Spurgeon.

The Silver Morn, London: R. Banks
and Son, Price 2d. Cheap and good,

An excellent
of illustrations.
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The *“ Down Grade” Controversy. An
appeal to preserve the Union. A creed-
less Union that cannot stand without the
support of vne person is weak indeed.

The Olive Branch. Oue half-penny
monthly. Calculated to meet a growing
want in the Strict Baptist Conneotion.

Life and Light. Full of suggestive
seed-thoughts suitable for saints of all
ages and positions of life,

The Cave Adullam Messenger. Our
soul Joves such precious truth as this
messenger brings.

Regular Baptist Magazine, Ably con-
ducted, and richly laden with fruit from
the tree of life,

Correspondence between 4. Brandon
and J. Johnstone about Christian Bap-
tism. The words of Christ in Matthew
xxviij. 19, 20, and in Mark xvi, 15, 18.
How unnecessary it seems to suppose that
these words refer to anything other than
water-baptism, From whom did the
Apostles receive their commission to bap-
tize with water ?

Circular of the Calvinistic Protestant
Union (second issue). We have already
noticed the objects and constitution of
this excellent union. We wish it great
success.

Awustralian P, Baptist Magazine con-
tains a delightful paper by pastor Daniel
Allen. Kindly notices are also given in
this magazine of Mr. O. 8. Dolbey’s set-
tlement as pastor of the Surrey Taber-
nacle, and the Suffolk and Norfolk
annual meetings.

The Bidney Protestant Standard is ren-
dered the more interesting by the articles
it contains from time to time from the
fertile pen of our brother Mr. D. Allen.

Strict Baptist Mission 26th Annual
Report cheering.

Suffole and Norfolk Baptist Home
Missionary Society, encouraging.

SERMONS: Fire Refused and Fire Pro-
mised (November), and Ewzercising Faith
for Others (December), Both by Philip
Reynolds, 1d. Any number, post free of
the author, 8, Elphinstone-street, Ave-
nell-road, Highbury, N.

Brizton Tabernacle Pulpit, October,
November, and December. By Charles
Cornwell. To be had of R. Banks and
Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street, E.C,

The Gospel—its Preachers — their
Work—and its Results. By Mr. H. F.

Doll. J. Briscoe, Banner-street, Bun-
bill-row, E.C.  1d. three copies, post
free.

Of the worth of the above sermons we
have left ourselves no space to write. We
wish them all a very extensive circula-
tion.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.
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GREAT GIDDING, HUNTS,

My DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—You

will, I am sure, be delighted to learn
that a goodly number of the Strict Bap-
tist Churches in these Midland counties,
which have long been under the cloud
of depression, are now beginning to see
a little brightening of the Gospel
heavens.
- Among the Churches thus favoured,
is the old cause at Great Gidding, near
Oundle. This Strict Baptist Church has
been established more than a hundred
years, and has, in former times, under
the blessed influence of the Holy Spirit’s
power, flourished and prospered. But
during the last ten years or so it has
sadly declined, through a variety of
secondary causes, chiefly, perhaps, from
the fact of their imving beena long time
without a pastor.

When their aged and beloved deacon
first wrote to invite me to come from
Hereford to supply for them witha view
to the pastorate, he did so. not because
he or any of the members knew me, but
—as he himself has often remarked since
—having heard of me he “felt led to
write” for me to come, although he
hardly knew why he did so, as I was a
total stranger to them all. In his letter
he very kindly and candidly told me
that “the Lord's sheep there, were but
very few and very poor,” so that if I
came he hoped I would not feel dis-
couraged. When I read the letter, my
dear Master seemed to say, ‘“Go, and
preach unto them the preaching that I
bid thee.” So I came, and er con-
tinuing regularly supplying their pulpit
about ten months—although there was
very little, if any, increase in the atten-
dance—the vote of the Church, and also
of the con%regation was that I be re-
quested to become their pastor.

But oh! the many doubts, fears, con-
flicts, forebodings under which my
spirit groaned during that weary ten
months of trial, as to what I should
answer if they did say,” Abide with us.”
But just before the end of the time came
for the final word, I was begging of the
Lord to tell me what I should answer,
and He said, ‘‘ Abide by the decision of
the Church, whatever that decision may
be.” This caused my soul to bow down
before my God, and anticipate a feeling
of sweet resignation to the sovereign
will of my Divine Master so soon as the
time should come for me to know His
will by the voice of the people; whether
that voice said, “ Abide with us,” or,
‘“Arise and depart.” And so it was;
when, on the first Lord’s-day in April, I
was told that the voice of the congrega-
tion as well as that of the Church had
been declared in favour of my staying,

and becoming their pastor; which was
given without a dissentient word from
anyone. This made me feel that it
must be the sovereign will of God:
although appearances were far from
encouraging.

And oh! what a trying time has the
first five or six months of my pastoral
position been—not only to my poor
unworthy self, but also to the deacons
and members generally, in seeing
scarcely any improvement in the attend-
dance. Truly, if we have had faith, it has
been sorely tried, while we have believed
to see the goodness of the Lord in the land
of the living.

During this time we had the minister's
house, the chapel, and the vestries nicely
renovated, repaired, and made comfort-
able, our dear brother Bletsoe, the senior
deacon, having previously had the chapel
new roofed at his own expense, a sum
not far short of £50, besides many little
love-tokens which he (as well as many
others) has given to poor unworthy me
during the time. So that it is now pro-
nounced to be all in better condition
than it has been for many years.

But now for the first little rays of pros-
perity. Forabout the last three months
or 8o, the attendance has been somewhat
better. But a brighter prospect than
this soon followed. On the 12th of Sep-
tember, my poor heart was gladdened
by receiving a letter from one of our
young friends, a teacher in the Sabbath-
school, telling me a little of her heart-
exercises as to the work of the Holy
Spirit upon her soul which had been
going on within during the last seven
years, during which time she had often
felt hopeful that Jesus was her Saviour:
but at other times feeling so much of
the depravity of her heart that she had
not dared to-ask for Church fellowship.
and, therefore, could only hope that the
happy time would come when she should
be set free. In this letter, however, she
said that the text and sermon the pre-
vious Sabbath had so suited her case
that it seemed as a direct voice from the
dear Saviour to decide her doubtful case.
the text beiﬁg, “ Come, take up the cross
and follow Me"” (Mark x. 21). So after
some conversation with her upon the
matter, she came before the Church and
gave a very satisfactory account of the
various workings of the dear Spirit of
God in her soul, naming several different
means that were used as helps to her
during her enquiring state, one being a
%ortion of a sermon she heard by Mr. P.

eynolds, of London, who came and
supplied here a certain Lord's-day about
five years ago. .

The Church, as well as the visitors
appointed to visit her, being pleased



26

and satisfied with her statements, she
was accepted as a candidate for baptism
and fellowship.  Accordingly, last
Lord's-day morning she was baptized,
and in the afternoon of the same day
(December 4th) was received at the
table by the pastor, J. Garduer, giving
her the right hand of fellowship with a
few words of counsel and comfort.

Thus the dear Lord has given us a dear
vaung believer ta take, as it were, the
place of the aged one whom we com-
mitted to the silent grave last Sabbath
weck, as per obituary notice enclosed
herewith. I would not have trespassed
so fay upon the space of vour useful and
valuable columns to record one person’s
baptism, only as this is the first time the
baptistry has been open for this Church
since May, 1877, and as this poor little
cause has been in the back ground so
long. I thus venture to ask the favour,
knowing that you will willingly com-
ply. and that all the neighbouring
Churches will be glad to hear that the
Lord has begun to manifest Himself
among His people here. May the Lord
go on to be gracious in bringing in
others of the lost sheep of the House of
Israel if it be His sovereign will. So
prays, dear brother,

Yours in covenant bonds,
J. GARDNER, Pastor.

MARGATE. — Mount Ephraim has
been under a cloud for months owing to
the severe relative and personal affliction
of the pastor, whom, eventually, it has
pleased the Lord to take to Himself
(Nov. 11th,at the age of 55 years), he not
having been duly organised over them for
moret. seven months, but has gone in
and out amongst them for nearly two
vears, during which time much love and
union was established in Church and
congregation. Ever since the accept-
ance of the pastorate of the above chapel
by the late much beloved brother Moat,
the Lord had been pleased to favour and
bless the cause in the most gracious and
powerful manner. The souls of many
were much blessed and strengthened by
the earnest, vet simple, settings-forth of
the Word, and, moved by the Holy Spirit,
were often led to give utterance to the
feelings within them. And not only in
spiritual things, but also in temporal
ones.was our late pastor encouraged and
uplifted by the way. The debt, which
ever since the erection of the little
chapel had been such an incubus to all
concerned in its welfare, was reduced to
£20. £60 having been paid off during his
pastorate and tie few months previous
to it when he had ministered to them.
The steps of many ministerial brethren
in London were last summer directed to
Margate, and amongst those who relieved
our dear late brother in his labours at
Mount Ephraim were brethren Hazelton,
renior and junior, Shepherd, Sears, and
Lynn, through whom the Word was
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ﬁreg.tly blessed, and to whom the deacons
csire to cxpress their heartfelt grati-
tude. The little few have again to look
to the Lord for direction, that He may
bless them with someone to break the
Bread of Life to them and be instru-
mental in gathering in those who are
everlastingly saved, for which blessing
we crave an_interest in the prayers of
all lovers of Zion.—E, MILLER, Deacon,

SHOULDHAM STREET, W.—The
11th anniversary of the Sunday-school
was lield on Lord’s-day, November 20.
Three sermons were preached; in the
morning by Mr. A, A, Witham; in the
afternoon and evening by Mr, P. Rey-
nolds, who was most biessedly helped to
extol the name of Jesus. Special hymns
and anthems were sun%‘, conducted by
Mr, J. Steele. On the following Tues-
day, after tea, a public meeting was held
in the cha.pei r. Warren was in the
chair; Mr. Holland opened with prayer;
Mr. Warren then distributed a number
of prizes to scholars, for punctual and
regular attendance, giving to each a
word of counsel and a.gvice. The Secre-
tary then read the report. Short and
suitable addresses were then delivered
by Messrs. Reynolds, Wakelin, Langford,
and Mayhew. The attendance at the
meeting was good, considering the in-
clement weather; collections being pro-
portionate. Our prayer is, that Love
and Unity may continue amongst us,
and that the Lord would prosper and
abundantly bless the humble efforts put
forth in the Church and in the schools,
to the ingathering of precious souls, and
to the building-up and establishing of
His saints in their most holy faith.

MR. C. H. SPURGEON AND THE
. _ STRICT BAPTISTS.
DEAR BROTHER,—

I was living at Waterbeach, Cambs,,
and was a teacher in the Sunday-school
when Mr. Spurgeon came there, and
that was a Strict Baptist Church. The
old meeting-house (not the present
building) was the place where all lovers
of a pure Gospel met to worship God.
Mr. Right, who was a thorough IL%gm',
preceded Mr, S. I was living in Wal-
worth when he came to Park-street and
took the pastorate of that Church, and
that was a Strict Baptist Church. 1
have the printed rules of it, and so have
many others; but as far as concerns
Mr. S.s preaching, I do not think he
has ever turned a hair's-breadth since he
first began; for I heard his first sermon
in Waterbeach pulpit. May God com-
fort your heart and prosper your way
is the prayer of one who still believes
the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD to fully represent the views of
the Strict and Particular Baptists,

Yours in bonds of love,
C. CORNWELL.

Stockwell-park Walk, Brixton.
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THE BTRINGER TESTIMONIAL
FUND.

MR. J. M. RuNDELT, Chairman of Com-
mittee, and Mr, James Lee, Treasurer,
desire me to give the subscribers and
readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND
GospEL HERALD, by whom the Fund
was contributed, the following ac-
count:— .

Total contributions to April 4th, 1884,
£416 168. 25d. Interest on amount in-
vested in Liverpool Corporation Stock
at 34 per cent., £28 2s. 1d. Total, £444
17s. 34d. This amount was disbursed as
follows:—Mr. James Lee sent by cheque
to our departed brother, Thomas
Stringer, £2 every week until his de-
cease. Paid medical charges during ill-
ness, and funeral expenses (by resolution
of Committee). The balance then re-
maining was paid to the widow, Mrs.
Stringer, 17, Grosvenor-street, Camber-
well, at the rate of £1 per week, until
the Fund was exhausted. Payments
began April, 1884, and ended November,
1887,

The Fund Account Book and Vouchers
were examined on December 7th, 1887,
at the Deacons’ Vestry, Surrey Taber.
nacle, by Mr. Crowhurst and the secre-
tary, and found carefully and correctly
kept. To any subscriber desiring to see
items of expenditure, Mr. James Lee
will show the book, if they will call at
Laureston House, Forest—gate, E., any
Friday evening during January, 1888.

To . Carr, who purchased and re-
sold Stock without charge, and all
donors to the Fund, the Committee
tender thanks. T. Stringer deeply felt
and many times expressed thankfulness
to the Lord, and gratitude for the kind-
ness of the many friends—whoseliberal-
ity procured him many temporal com-
forts, smoothing and cheering his last
days, after preaching for fifty years the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God, to
whom be glory in the Church by Christ
Jesus throughout all ages. Amen.

OHN BONNEY, Seeretary.

(Now of) London-road,

Biggleswade, Beds.

POPLAR.—In this densely populated
Eastern district of London, on the bor-
ders of the Thames, and close to the ex-
tensive docks and large wharfs, stands
Bethel ” Chapel, where the distinguish-
ing doctrines of grace are preached, and
the Strict Baptist denomination is
represented. The hard-working and
persevering pastor, brother H. F.?\Toyes,
abours on amid some discouragement,
but not without the blessing of the Holy
Spirit. He has a love for the work, and
desires to see souls brought to a know-
ledge of the truth, and the Master’s
kingdom extended; in which work the
Church and Ea,stor live in the sympathy
of their brethren in all parts. On Tues-
day, December 6, 1887, special services
were held in aid of the cause, Mr. P.
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Reynolds preaching in the afternoon,
and a number of ministers and friends
came in the evening to speak as they
were led by the spirit of the living
God, under the kind chairmanship of
Mr. William Kempston, whose clear,
bold, and outspoken utterances of the
one great theme that is dear to his heart,
comprised in that one sentence—‘ The
Gospel of the grace of God "—would set
aglow the hearts of those who were
wont to listen to such men as the late
John Kershaw, James Wells, John War-
burton, William Gadsby, and ministers
of that school. The meeting. on this
occasion, was spoken to by brethren
Holden, Sears, Thomas King (of the
Surrey Tabernacle), Waite, Copeland, J.
W. Banks. Brother Sanders offered
prayer. Brother H. F. Noyes, the pas-
tor, said that he felt there had been,
that evening, the manifestation of the
unity of the Spirit, and he thanked the
Lord and the friends for their presence
and support.—J. W. B.

ISLINGTON.—The 8th anniversary of
the pastorate of Philip Reynolds, and
the last public meeting to be held in the
old chapel, in connection with the cause
at Providence, took place on Sunday,
27th, and Tuesday, 29th November. Mr.
Reymnolds preached on the Sunday, and
Mr. John Box on the Tuesday afternoon.
A large number of friends took tea to-
gether, and our good brother, W, Kemp-
ston, presided at the evening meeting.
Mr. kempston read, and was graciousfy
helped in expounding Isaiah xi. Our

enial brother Mayhew offered praver.

r. Kempston, in his opening remarks,
expressed his great pleasure at being
present, and dilated upon the words:—
“Thou shalt remember all the way
which the Lord thy God led thee.” He
(Mr. K.) was grateful to God for the
past and present mercies enjoyed by the
pastor and Church at Providence, and
prayed that a still larger measure of
prosperity might be realised by them
when they moved to their new house of
prayer. Mr. Willey (senior deacon). in
his native style, said, We have our dear
pastor still with us; we are at peace; we
have some good prayer meetings; all
the institutions are working well; thir-
teen have been added during the past
year (seven by baptism); two more are
to be baptized this month; the Lord has
done great things for us, whereof weare

lad. The meeting was afterwards ad-

ressed by brethren Box, Dexter, Evans,
Parnell, Warren, and the Pastor. The
chapel was well filled, and the young
people sang sweetly. Our earnest prayer
is, that the Lord may prosper the work
of their hands, and that the future
labours of our dear brother Philip Rev-
nolds may be owned and blessed by the
Holy Spirit in calling many from the
bondage of sin to the liberty of the
Gospel.—J. W, B.
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SOHO.—The fifty-seventh anniversary
of the Christian Sisters’ Society, in con-
nection with the Church at Soho, under
the pastorate of Mr. John Box, was held
on Wednesday, Nov, 30. The society is
an excellent one, and seeks to relieve the
needy during the winter season, by sup-
plying blankets, clothing, coal, &c., to
such as the visitors consider require help.
A lively interest is still taken in the
society, and earnest prayer was offered
up by the pastor on behalf of those who
work about to carry out its objects. On
this occasion Mr. C. Wilson presided, and
gave some excellent advice to those who
administer to the needs of the poor, as
well as some words of encouragement
to the visitors who go about doing_good
in the name of their Master., Suitable
addresses were given by brethren Sears,
Reymnolds, and Box. The officers for the
coming year are—Mrs. Box, president;
Mrs. Simpson. Mrs. J. Falkner, Mrs,
Bonser, Mrs. Knottley, Mrs. Frith, Mrs.
Steer. and Miss Simpson: Mrs. E,
Thorne. Hon. Sec. This is the last
public meeting in conmnection with the
Church at Soho which will be held in
the present temporary meeting-place.
The new chapel is expected to be opened
in February next.—J. W. B.

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

DeEar BROTHER WINTERS, — While
perusing the EARTHEN VESSEL AND
GosPEL HERALD for this month, I was
somewhat surprised with the article by
Mr. W. Kern. on ‘“What saith the
Scripture!” being “ Outlines of an
Address on Baptism.” It is far from
my wish to enter into controversy, nor
do I write in any unkind spirit. My
only desire is to be set right, if my
views are unscriptural. Brother Kern
says, “The first administer of it was
John Baptist (Matt. iii. 1—8).”

Now, if John Baptist administered
Christian baptism, why did Paul require
twelve disciples of John to be re-
baptized ? (See Acts xix. 1—7). Had
he baptized them into the name of the
Trinity (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20), they could
not have said, “ We have not so much as
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.”
Hence, they had not received Christian
baptism—i.e., they had not been baptized
“in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

John's was a baptism unto repentance;
and the chief design of it was the mani-
festation of Christ; therefore he says,
“And I knew Him not; but that He
should be made manifest to Israel, there-
fore am I come baptizing with water”
(John i. 31). . .

I think 1 am also right in believing
that Christ was mnot bhaptized as our
example (except the mode of His being
baptized), for Christian baptism wasnot
instituted till at least three years after-
wards. But He said toJohn, * For thus
it becometh us to fulfil all righteous-
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ness,” which righteousness I believe to
have reference to the righteous will of
God, which had been revealed to Johu;
as he declares, “And I knew Him not;
but He that sent me to baptize with
water, the same said unto me, Upon whoni
thou shalt see the Spirit descending,
and remaining on Him, the same is He
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.
And I saw, and bare record that this is
the Son of God™ (John i, 33, 34).

Christian baptism, I understand to
mean, is that baptism commanded by
the blessed Master in Matt, xxviii, 19,
20, and Mark xvi. 15, 16, which is an
acknowledgment of the believer’'s union
with and interest in Christ—in His
death, burial, and resurrection (Rom.
vi. 3—9); as also an open confession of
faith in, and obedience to, the Holy
Trinity, And as the ordinance of the
Lord’s Supper sets forth the Lord’s death
till He comes again; so baptism shows
forth the believer's death unto sin, and
resurrection unto righteousness, If this
were more believed and set forth before
our people, I think that souls which
hang back would see that the excuse
which they so often make—of not being
fit or good enough—is without a founda-
tion; for among other things, it shows
their need of cleansing in the precious
blood of Christ.

Before termina.ti.n% this rather lengthy
epistle, may I say I cannot see “eye to
eye” with our brother, when he says,
“Tt is the scriptural door into the
Church (Acts ii. 41).” By “door” 1
understand him to mean an entrance or
way; and b?r “the Chureh,” a congre-
gation of believers. If this ishis mean-
mg, I beg to dissent from him entirely.
Christian baptism never was a ‘‘door
into the Church ” in the apostles’ days,
though it was required as a proof of
their sincere faith in Christ; for to be
baptized in their days was, to a Jew,
anything short of death. It was not
sufficient for the disciplesat Jerusalem;
for when Saul assayed to join himself
to them, they were afraid of him, and
believed not that he was a disciple. But
when Barnabas took him, and declared
the Lord's gracious dealings with him,
and his boldness and fidelity in the
truth, they received him (Acts ix. 26,
27). Saul had been baptized “ many
days,” but it was not a “door ” into the
Church to him. I contend, therefore,
that baptism is edministered and re-
ceived outside the Churches of Christ;
and that every Church has the right to
reject any person, whether baptized or
not, on what grounds they think proper,
which they could not do if baptism is
“the seriptural door into the Church,”

Wishing you every blessing in your
editorial [abours, and abundant success
to the Magazine. I remaih, yours in
the bonds of the Gospel

G. W. MORLEY.

Rushden, Dec. 15, 1887,
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“THREE DAYS AND THREE
NIGHTS IN THE HEART OF
THE EARTH.”

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GoOSPEL HERALD.

Sir,—I felt great pleasure in reading
Mr. Wesley’s remarks on the time of our
Lord’s suffering, death, and burial. I
have never been able to reconcile the
time of the Lord's burial being on
Friday evening and His rising again on
Sunday morning, with the three days
and three nights that He Himself said
He should be in the heart of the earth
(Matthew xii. 40).

I should be pleased to know the time
it took for Pilate to send our Lord to
Herod, the mocking He received there,
and the sending of Him back to Pilate.
If Mr. Wesley will kindly give his
thoughts on_the above, he will much
oblige, Yours respectfully,

S. HALL, Sen.

107, Southwark Bridge-road.

CROYDON.—DEAR MR. EDITOR,—
Those who have been privileged to make
your acquaintance, are well aware of
the deep sympathy you feel in Zion’s

rosperity. We have again been

avoured to witness the Lord’s hand in
our midst in constraining two dear sis-

ters to follow their Lord in the way of |

His own divine appointment. It was
our happiness to baptize them on Lord’s-
day evening, Nov. 27, in the presence of
2 large congregation, many of whom
were evidently deeply impressed with
the solemnity of the sacred ordinance,
and moved to tears. Our text, on the
occasion, was taken from Exodus xii. 26
(last clause): “What mean ye by this
service!” On the following Lord’s-day
evening, they, with five others, were
received into full communion with us
as a Church of Christ. We had nearly
a full house on the occasion, and a
very happy, godly feeling possessed
many hearts. Nearly all the con-
gregation remained to witness the re-
ception of the new members into our
midst. The entire service was much
enjoyed, and will be remembered by
many for a long period; may many such
holy and happy seasons be in store for
us and for Zion universally, is the
hearty prayer of ~WILLIAM HORTON,
pastor, Salem Chapel, Windmill-road.

STEPNEY.—Anniversary services of
Rehoboth, Wellesley-street, were held
on Sunday, 20th, and Tuesday, 22nd
November. The sermons were preached
by Messrs. Waite and Holden. Mr.
W. Waite is now supplying, we are
told, with acceptance, and we should
greatly re)oice to hear that he was the
means, in God's hands, of bringing in
many from the densely populated
neighbourhood, and building up the
Saints in their most holy faith, &e are
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convinced, from observation and the
Word of God, that the Gospel ministry
is no child’s play, especially so to a man
that has to contend all the week with
the cares of business. Hence, to carry
out the injunctions of the apostle to
Timothy, it is necessary that his soul be
moistened with the dew of heaven
quickened by the Holy Spirit, and filled
with the love of Christ. May these
graces, which are the free gift of God,
govern, guide, and direct the deacons,
minister, and friends at Rehoboth. On
the Tuesday evening, our good brother
Kempston presided, and brother Love-
lock offered prayer. The meeting was
subsequently addressed by brethren R,
E. Sears, on the Righteousness of Christ;
C. Cornwell, on Grace; J. W. Banks
offered a few words on Praise; F. C.
Holden gave an earnest address upon
our need of the sufficiency of God's
grace; J. Sanders founded his remarks
on “Hold forth the Word of life;” W.
Waite concluded with the injunction,
“Be ye followers of God.” C. L. Kemp
closed with prayer. Brethren Scrivener,
Poyton, and others tendered thanks to
Mr. Kempston for his kindness in pre-
siding, and the support of other friends.
The neat and clean little sanctuary was
comfortably filled.—J. W. B.

CROWLE, DONCASTER.—Re-open-
ing services at the Baptist Chapel,
Crowle, which dates from 1599, having
been closed for some weeks for repair
and renovation, wasre-opened for divine
service on Sunday, Dec. 11, when Mr.
W. Rowton Parker, the newly-settled
pastor, preached two special sermons
befitting the occasion. The congrega-
tions were good. and the promised
presence of our covenant-keeping Lord
was manifest. Souls glowed with holy
fire, and lips o'erflowed with praise.
The collections taken were also good.
The interior of the building has
undergone quite a transformation—the
walls, ceiling, organ, &c.. having been
thoroughly and tastefully renovated.
reflect great credit on all concerned; the
appearance is at once chaste and beauti-
ful. The work has been executed by
My, Hanson, of Crowle.

STRATFORD.—The aniversary ser-
vices of the Gurney-road chapel were
held on Lord's-day, Nov. 20th. In the
morning Mr, Moxham preached a very
encouraging sermon on the ‘‘ Messenger
of the covenant whom ye delight m,”
which to many was a feast of fat things.
In the evening the testimony of Mr. J.
Box. from Solomon’s Songs ii. 14, was
well received and enjoyea by a large
congregation. On the aftermoon of
Tuesday Mr. Thos. Hull delivered a very
sweet and experimental discourse, and
many found it good to be there. After
tean had been served, s public meeting
commenced at 6.30. Mr. J. P. Barradell
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presided. The reports presented showed
the Church had much cause for thank-
fulness at the measure of prosperity
granted during the past year. Twenty-
seven had been added to the Church-roll
—nine by baptism and 18 from other
Churches. The Sunday-school continued
to increase, and God was manifestly
blessing His work therein. The Gospel
Band. under the direction of Mr, Cann-
ings (one of the deacons), was a power
of much helpfulness and good. The
Saturday evening Bible studies were
gladly joined in by many. A Dorcas
Nociety and a Band of Hope had been
inangurated, and there had been
gathered, by means of collecting boxes
cards, etc,, towards the liquidation of
the building debt (which stands at
£900), about £75. Collections and dona-
tions at the anniversary services yielded
about £33, making a total for the year
of about £110, In addition to this pro-
mises were received to the amount of
about £110, to be paid into the hands
of the treasurer on or before Nov. 21st,
1883. The brethren who came to our
help. and who spoke well for the
Master, were as follows: Mr. Dearsly
on " The Life of Christ,” Mr. Elsey on
- The Spirit of Christ,” Mr. Hull on
- The Light of the Truth and Life in
Jesus,” Mr. Sears on “Hunger and
Thirst after Righteousness.” Brethren
Clinch, Archer, Noyes, and the pastor,
J. H. Lynm, also took part in the service.
All the meetings were good, and at the
close we were enabled to set up another
* Ebenezer,” and say, “ Hitherto the
Lord hath helped us.” “The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we
are glad."—J. H. R.

SNODLAND. KENT.—The teachers
and friends of the Baptist Sunday-
school held a public meeting on Wed-
nesday, Nov. 7th, when the chair was
taken by Mr. E. Wood. Addresses were
delivered by Mr. F. P. Patterson and H.
J. Walter. after which the scholars re-
cited special pieces learnt for the occa-
sion, and which were rendered in good
style, and were much appreciated. The
report read by the superintendent was a
very favourable one, there being a large
increase since the last report was given,
In May last the number of scholars was
82, now it has reached to 150, All the
scholars received rewards, which were
given out by Mr. Walter, he makin,
some good remarks as he presented ea.cﬁ
book. after which the superintendent,
Mr. Henman, on behalf of the teachers
and friends at the school, presented
Miss R. Hollands with a small testi-
monial for the help she had rendered to
the school since November, 1885, A
hearty vote of thanks was given to the
chairman and other speakers for taking

art in the pleasurable service. May the
Eord still be gracious to us at Snodland,
prays—D. H
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THE LATE MR. JOHN MOAT, OF
MARGATE,

The Church at Mount Ephraim, Mar-
fate, on Friday, November 1l1th, 1887,
ost a faithful minister, a tender pastor,
and an honest preacher, Our brother,
John Moat, whom I had known inti-
mately for nearly 20 years, was the
“Village Blacksmith” at Sturry, near
Canterbury. His call by grace was a
remarkable one, exhibiting a manifest
testimony of saving and sa.nctifyigf
power. The ungodly were confound
neighbours were surprised, and the
Church, under the pastoral care of
Charles Hancook, rejoiced to welcome
him, His subsequent path was through
trials that would have broken the spirit
of almost any man. Until the last few
years they increased, the culminating
sorrow in his domestic life being pecu-
liarly agonizing. Blessedly, He whose
peace is pledged to His afflicted ones,
drew him into His covert, and deeply
taught him the compassions of divine
faithfulness and the experimental
power of precious truth. Thus he grew
m knowledge of the Lord, and was
trained to gentleness of spirit and in-
tegrity of testimony. For more than
eleven years he was enabled to hold
forth the faithful Word without charge
to the Churches. He laboured chiefly
at Whitstable, and was beloved in the-
truth at Faversham and other parts of
Kent, but his brief ministry at Margate
vielded most blessing, and the cause was
full of hope for the future. Four of his
children were stricken with fever, then
himself. Hisdevoted wife nursed them
all, She is now in a very precarious.
state. His son Richard was buried less
than six weeks prior to his own decease..
Of this son, who was 22 years of age, we
have a good hope. Our brother’s dying
bed was a place of blessing. He lay at
his Master's feet perfectly ready, and
said he was going up to enjoy his man-
sion. His remains were interred at
Sturry by our brother Sharp, of Rams-
ate.

& The people of God at Margate,
although he had only served them
about a year and a half, were dee%l'y
attached to him, and greatly mourn his
loss. During his ministry the cause was
much revived. Several who had left
were brought back and greatly blessed,
and the debt of £80 was reduced to £20.
His son John is treading in his steps,
and many of the saints hope that he
will prove a good minister of Jesus
Christ.

Suffer me to entreat God’s remem-
brancers to carry to the throne of grace
our sister, his sorrowing and stricken
widow, his bereaved and numerous.
family, his son John, and the afflicted
Church at Margate.

JouN HuNT LYNN.
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CLAPHAM.—-The anniversary ser-
vices of the Sunday-school in Wurtem-
berg-street were held on Tuesday, Dec.
14th. A sermon was preached in the
afternoon by brother Picknell from Psa.
xxiii, 83, The writer heard several testi-
monies as to the blessing attending the
Word preached. The weather being wet,
the attendance was not o good as had
been hoped for. A teameeting was held
in the adjoining school-room. In the
evening brother Brandon read from 1
Cor. i, the exposition of which was
establishing, soul-comforting, and profit-
able. Afterwards our aged brother
preached very experimentally from Isa,
xl. 5, viz—1. The revelation of the glory
of the Lord. 2. Thatall flesh should see
it, for God meant what He said. 3. The
mouth of the Lord. Very suitable
hymns were given out by our pastor,
brother Henry Hall.—C. ORTNER.

BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE. —- On
Tuesday evening, Nov. 29th, we held
our annual members’ tea meeting. Fifty
members of the Church were present.
The executors of Miss Abi Last's will
provided us with ample provisions, as
was always the custom of our sister, Miss
Last. It was quite a treat to our poor
friends to sit down to such a substantial
meal. The aged and infirm had their
portions sent them. The meeting after
tea began by singing the hymn, “Kin-
dred in Christ.” Our brother Simmonds
sought the divine blessing. The pastor,
in his opening address, spoke of the
changes through which some of us had
passed since the last meeting. Three of
the members have passed away, and
others have been in the deep waters of
affliction. The Word preached has not
been unfruitful. As toattendance on the
means of grace, our services on Lord’s-
day are attended by most of our mem-
bers. Our prayer-meeting and cottage
services are appreciated and sustained by
the constant presence of some. Wehave
great need to stand fast and to hold fast
the truth as it is in Jesus. We have
enjoyed a unity of feeling. The Church,
with minister and deacons, are on the
most friendly terms, but there is yet
“much land to be possessed.” Let our
watchword be forward inthe name of vur
Maxter, Our deacon, brother D. Bland,
read the minutes from our last meeting.
Thus we gathered the Church together,
and rehearsed all that God had done
with us (Acts xiv. 27). At the close of
the reading our brother spoke upon the
Scriptural authority we have for the
chronicles of our Church to be kept and
handed'down, as they will be, to future
generations. Ourdeacon, brother Scarfe,
remarked upon the pleasure he felt in
being present at our family gathering.
Judging from the happy faces of all pre-
sent, he was not alone in his feeling.
Our brother. H. Hart, followed upon the
Sweetness and preciousness of God’s love

and the importance of prayer. Brother
W. Bland, our school superintendent,
dwelt upon divine chastisement. Bro-
ther Melton brought before us the
Scripture, “ Love not the world.” The
thanks of the Church was given to the
pastor and deacons. Hymn, ** Blest he
the tie that binds,” and prayer by the
pastor brought a very happy and profit-
able meeting to a close. Since our last
meeting nine have been baptized, one re-
ceived, one restored, three died.—W. D.

THE ¢“DOWN GRADE." — DEaAr
BROTHER WINTEBS‘—Your articles on
the “Down Grade’ question need no
praise from me. I have called attention
to them where they have not been seen;
but I fear Mr. C. H. 8. will not come
far enough. The Christian Worldlings
twit him for some things; but as far as
I can see he is holding fast in one hand
what he professes to sweep away with
the other. I have written him a note.
for which he has lkeartily thanked me.
I am truly thankful to find you on thke
side of truth.—J. B.

WILLENHALL.—On Sunday evening,
November 27, Mr. George Banks, pastor
of Little London, was privileged to bap-
tize four young believers, who had
witnessed a good profession, in the
presence of many witnesses. In giving
a recital of their experience, they at-
tributed their change of heart to the
Holy Spirit, working through the min-
istry of their beloved pastor, in convin-
cing of sin, and bringing their souls into
the liberty of the children of God. Prior
to baptizing them, Mr. Banks preached
from Matt. xxviii. 19, noticing, 1st, The
original mode of baptism; 2nd. Who are
the proper subjects? 3rd, In whose
name they are baptized. The Lord is
graciously prospering us, and thus ful-

lling the ancient promise, ‘I will in-
crease them with men like a flock.”—G,
BANKS.

SOUND TRACTS FOR
DISTRIBUTION,

I have long wanted to know of tracts
that we could use, suitable to distribute
among sinners, and others for distribu-
tion among saints, for their well-being,
Short articles of comfort, and even for
exhortation at times, would do good
among us. I believe, as a body, there
will be a demand, should it become a
fact that tracts, written by our own
brethren and sisters, were on sale.
think we should maintain silence over
the erroneous literature, unless we try
and substitute something better. May
we be led to see among our own kindred
the necessity of issuing something yim-
ple, true, and telling, in the form of
tracts, that can be scattered broadcast,
to the exaltation and honour of our
adorable Lord ! H. F.



32 THE
SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK HOME
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The annual meetings of the Suffolk
and Norfolk Baptist Home Missionary
Society were held at the Martyrs'
Memorial Church, Beccles, on Nov. 23.
The afternoon service commenced at
three o'clock, the devotional part being
conducted by Mr. L. H, Colls and Mr.
J. R. Debnamn. Mr. C. Hill preached an
interesting sermon. A public tea was
held at 530, at which about eighty
persons were present. This was followed
by a public meeting. presided over by
Mr. Colls. After prayer, offered by Mr.
T. Field, reports were read showing the
progress of the Society, which was
fonnded in 1831. Thereare now seventy
preaching stations supported by the
Rociety, and upwards of thirty others
are supported by individnal Churches;
several stations have grown into self-
supporting causes, The receipts for the
vear—including a balance forwarded
from the previous year-—were £270 19s,
54d.: this 1s rather smaller than usual,
probably owing to the many calls made
this vear upon the liberality of the
public. There is also a reserve fund of
4150, Addresses were delivered by
brethren C. Suggate, C. Broome, H. B.
Berry, and J. R. Debnam; and after the
usual votes of thanks the meeting sepa-
rated. Collections were made on behalf
of the funds.

CLERKENWELL.—Although the day
was wet and dreary, a large number of
friends from different parts of London
and the provinces came together, on
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 1887, the occasion of
the 35th anniversary of the opening of
Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, and the
36th of Mr. Hazelton’s coming to
London. The pastor, though consider-
ably better, was not well. He, however.
very ably presided, and read part of
Acts xxv1. Mr. Hazelton, after thanking
the numerous ministers and friends for
their presence, made some savoury re-
marks on the words, “Having, there-
fore. obtained help of God. I continue
unto this day.” These words (said Mr.
Hazelton) are very applicable to the
Church. congregation, and pastor at
Chadwell-street; we have prayed for
and have received all the help we have
needed—not all that we wanted—but
have been helped. I have been helped,
-deacons have been helped, the members
have been helped. Help '~how much ?
Just as much as was necessary and no
more; helped every Sunday, and at all
times duning my 36 years in connection
with this cause, and in my various
engagements in London and country
among the Churches of truth. I am
preaching the same Gospel as at first; I
am living at the same place now as when
I began: “The Lord has been my
dwelling-place,” and I ever desire to live
there, r. Burrell, of Watford, offered
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prayer, Mr. J. S. Anderson said the
words of the psalmist, “ Those that be
planted in the house of the Lord shall
flourish in the courts of our God,” had
been fulfilled in the experience of the
Church, under the care of his brother
Hazelton, whom he was glad to meet
once more. Mr, Bush spoke sweetly of
God as our Refuge and Strength. Mr.
John Box made some fraternal remarks
on “The fathers, where are they!” We
are glad to be followers of the fathers,
because they, by the Holy Spirit, have
followed God. r. Evans conciseiy ex-
ponnded the words, “ My grace is
sufficient for thee.” Mr, J. L. Meeres
spoke of the pleasure it afforded him to
be present, and gravely referred to the
fact that he was nearing his homeabove.
Mr. G. W. Shepherd was solemn, search-
ing, serious, and sublime, as he forcibly
and feelingly unfolded the words of
Paul, “ Having a desire to depart and be
with Christ, which is far better.”
Messrs. Reynolds, W. Hazelton, and
J. E. Hazelton, gave some spiritual and
friendly remarks, and the meeting closed
by singing:—
* Oh that, with yonder sacred throng,
We at His teet may fall.”?

The stable, spiritual utterances of the
pastor and ministers, the sedateness and
urbanity of the deacons, and the suasive
courtesy of the ladies, combined to
render the 35th annual meeting of
Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, a spiritual
feast.—J. W. B,

CLIFTON, BEDS.—The fourth anni-
versary of this cause of truth was cele-
brated on Nov, 29, when a sermon was

reached in the evening by Mr. W.
%Vinters. Mr. Jeeves gave out the
hymns. The service was well attended,
and the collection was excellent. At the
close of the service Mr. Winters publicly
read the financial account of the Church
for the past year, showing a balance of
£2 18s, 2d. He also read some very
pathetic lines, written by a friend, on
the four year's history of this tried but
spiritually successful Church and con-

regation. Mr. E. Gentle, Mr. Willson,
ﬁlr. Bunyan, and other kind friends
were present, and seemed much to enjoy
the service. To God be all the glory.
Amen.

BIRMINGHAM.—Mr. HW. Wakefield,
the gracious pastor of the Tabernacle
Chapel on the Parade, again supplied,
with much acceptance and excellent
attendances, at the Calvinist Chapel,
Grantham, on November 27th and 29th.
Birmingham would be glad of a similar
visit, occasionally, if Mr. Wakefield were
to accept Grantham’'s repeated request
for him to become their regular minister.
It is also feasible that the supply system
would be a change for Birmingham,
whereas Grantham is beginning to dis-
cern its weak points,.—Z.
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FAITHFUL WORDS FROM
AMERICA.

To the Editor of the
EARTHEN VESSEL & GOSPEL HERALD.

DeAnr BroTHER WINTERS, — I have
read the answers relative to Judas' par-
taking of the Lord's Supper, in October
and November numbers of EARTHEN
VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD. About
ten years ago, an aged minister of the
truth (as I understand it), at the com-
munion table, referred to Judas' par-
taking of the Lord’s Supper, and prayed
that they miiht not go from that table
and betray the Lord as Judas did. I
enquired of some, who had partaken, if
they so believed; they all said, Yes! I
then felt somewhat induced to write a
few thoughts on the subject, disprovi_ng
such belief, which I entitled: “A few
considerations for those who believe that
Judas partook of the Lord’'s Supper.”
This was read by several who so be-
lieved; my letter was returned to me,
and nothing further said on the matter.
I had no thoughts of it ever being pub-
lished. Six years ago the same question
was asked in Zion's Advocate, a maga-
zine of truth issued in the State of Vir-
ginia., Writers appeared on both sides
of the question. At that time the pub-
lisher wrote me, that if I had in my
possession the letter I had written some
years ago on Judas, he would like to
have it for insertion. This was followed
by three very long letters in the affirma-
tive, by Elder Dudley. I was permitted
to follow them, with a brief letter of
exception, expla.inin% or showing the
harmony of all the Evangelists on the
negative side.

ow there is a practice followed very
considerably in this country, among
some “ Old School Baptists” and others
who may be accepted as Churches o;
truth, which, I think, is not followed by
any in England. It is the practice of
washing one another’s feet at the table
of the Lord, after Supper is ended. You
note in EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD for November, 1887, the recep-
tion of the Regular Baptist Magazine
from the State of Missouri, In that
magazine of November 15, Elder Sears
(chief official), relating a tour he had
made among some of the Churches,
speaks approvingly of having witnessed
the wasﬁmg of feet, after the Lord's
Supper, in two of the Churches. From
the articles of Editor of Gospel Standard,
and your correspondents, I am led to
believe they would be in full fellowship
with this &xiz:ctice if they were in this
country. en I first wrote my letter,
1 do not remember ever having read or
heard the subject spoken of, except by
a minister and a deacon of a Baptist
Church, observing that Christ did not
oppose Judas' partaking of the Supper;
however, I have not. yet met with any-
thing to change my mind on the subject,
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or lead me to believe that the feet-
washing followed the Lord's Supper,
Elder Dudley thus speaks in one of his
letters :—* I am constrained to the con-
clusion that Judas Iscariot was present,
and participated throughout the whole
ceremonies; firstly, of tge Passover Sup-
per; secondly, of the new institution—
that of the Sacramental Supper; and
thirdly, that of the feet-washing. These
institutions followed successively and
immediately, one after the other.'” If I
can obtain these letters of Elder Dudley
in printed form, I will send them you.
And now, my dear brother, turning
away from this dry subject, to the
things more desirable and excellent. I
wish to say it is my earnest prayer that
the anointings of the Holy Spirit may
greatly abound in you: this will lead
you to walk in the light as He is in the
light, and to live in the life as He is in
the life; then, in your pulpit ministra-
tions, you will be seen and felt to have
come in the fulness of the blessing of
the Gospel of Christ, How easy it will
be then for you to preach! thrice blessed
theme, thrice happy service! How much
I would like to ask the question: What is
it for the preacher to come in the ful-
ness of the blessing of the Gospel of
Christ ? Sometimes I feel, in reading
Paul’s Epistles, like a child grasping the
Apostle’s hand, travelling with him
down the ages of the past, surveying
the foundation of Zion, and the eternal
purposes of the grace of God in Jesus
Christ, returning up the pathway of
new covenant promises, all yvea and
amen (have we not more in hope by
Eromise, than all the kings of the earth
ave in actual possession?); with the
sensible presence of the Holy Ghost.
going by the cross of Calvary up to the
electable mountains, drinking in the
invigorating dew of everlasting love.
looking on the things which the natural
eye of man hath not seen. and on to the
consummation of the mediatorial work
of Christ Jesus, and His delivering up
of the kingdom, the Church, perfect,
spotless, complete, without blemish or
any such thing; I should then like to go
right home, and be for ever with the
Lord. How I sometimes enter into the
spirit of the poet :—
‘‘ Rise, my soul, and stretch thy wings,
Thy better portion trace.”
But as it is in nature, so it is in grace,
Night, with darkness, follows the de-
parting sun and daylight; this body of
sin and death is so hea.v%', so depressing
this wretched man, myself: when shall T
et away from his company! We have
geen sensible companions for fifty years
—'“In this tabernacle we groan, being
burdened.” Did the Apostle Paul talk
like this? A companion still. I grasp
his hand afresh, with the spirit of my
mind; what a springing well in the
wilderness! But my fluttering heart.
like the young and feeble bird just
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alighted from its nest, how it flutters
nng tries torise! and the balloon, chained
to earth, it jumps and bumps, and there
remains. So I often find it; with the
vearning heart and uplifted eye, “Oh,
when wilt Thou come unto me!? " is the
heartfelt prayer of my soul.

Dear brother, excuse this ramble, with
love in Christ Jesus,

JorN HIiaas.
19, Broadway, Brooklyn,
New York, America, Nov. 25, 1887,

GOLDEN WEDDING.

We have received a beautiful illumi-
nated card with the annexed inscription
upon it: * GOLDEN WEDDING, December
5th. 1887. MR. & Mgs. JouEN PIGGOTT,
Saint Ives, Hunts. *Our soul waiteth
for the Lord: He is our help and our
Shield’ (Psa. xxxiii. 20}.& ‘Ye shall
hallow the fiftieth year’ (Lev. xxv, 10).”
On the reverse side are the following
verses: “ A wedding hymn, written on
the occasion of the marriage of Mr. John
Piggott and Miss Ann Markham, De-
cember 5th, 1837 (From the Gospel
Herald, September, 1839).

¢ Lord of Hosts, impart a blessin
On the solemn right bestowed:
May each with Thy grace possessing,
Triumph in redeeming love:
own this wedding
With all mutnal joy and peace.

Let the party now united
Live in love and holy fear; R
Now they both their hands have plighted,
And committed to Thy care,
To consult Thee,
Dearest Lord, by fervent prayer.

Should they be destined to prosper
In this world of toil and pain,
May they view it as a favour,
And for such adore Thy name.
Now they’re wedded,
Smile on them in Providence.

But if trials should attend them,
Or afliiction prove their lot,
May Thy promises support them,
‘Whilst on Christ they fix their hope:
Bless their union,

And support them under all.

‘When temptations doth heset them
From without and from within,
May the God of grace nphold them,
And enable them to sing,
We are wedded .
To our conguering Lord and King.

‘When death eloses earthly nnion,
Mav they with their living Head
Rise to dwell in sweet communion,
When all earthly cares are fled:
Precious union,
To be wed with Christ above.

Then arrayed in all their graces,
Being both made welcome guests,
Having on their wedding dresses,
Join King Jesu’s marnage feast,
And for ever
‘With their Husband to be blest.

Now to Jesus, who at Cana
Deigned Thyseif to be a guest,
Condescend now us to favour,
Now adorn the marriage feast,
And for ever
We will spread Thy glorious fame.”

8t. Ives, Hunts, wW.C... 1.
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WOOLWICH.—Theanniverrary of the
Enon Sunday-school took place on Sun-
day, Nov. 27th. Mr. Squirrell (the
pastor) preached morning and evening,
and again in the afternoon to scholars
and parents, taking for his text, Zech.
viii. 5. Hymns were effectively ren-
dered. It nay be mentioned that there
are 235 scholars, with a staff of 26 good
earnest teachers, working together in
the bonds of unity.—F, W,

MAIDSTONE.—DEAR BROTHER
WINTERS,—Just a line to say that I had
the privilege of baptizing two_believers
last month, and receiving three into
Church fellowship at Providence, Maid-
stone. We had a good attendance, and
the Lord's blessing was greatly felt and
enjoyed. The Lord be praised! Yours
in the best of bonds—W. OsMOND, 53,
Palatine-road, Stoke Newingt;on.

BIBLICAL QUERIES.—No. 1. What
is meant by the pearls and pearl in
Matt. xiii, 45, 46.—J. M. M. [ Answers
must be brief or they cannot be inserted,
%s (])ur space is extremely limited.—

D.

In Memoriam.

Died, November 18th, 1887, at the
Cottage Hospital, Newton Abbott, aged
48, JouN HoBBSs, clay miner, of Kings-
teignton, from injuries sustained while
at work in the clay mine on the previons
day. The deceased was well known in
the village at Newton Abbott, as a con-
sistent member of the Baptist Church
in this town, who mourn his loss, as he
was always, when able to come, most
regular in his attendance, and greatly
enjoyed the means of grace. His funeral
took place at Kingsteignton, on the
20th, and was lariely attended by all
classes. Our brother was much res-
pected, although he moved in a humble
sphere of life, and bore testimony to
the power of divine grace. Our loss is,
indeed, his gain. He leaves a widow
and one child.—J. M.

The Church at St. John’s Green
chapel, Colchester, has lost a mother
in Israel from their midst, in the

erson of the late MRS, SUSANNAH
ﬁuwoon, who entered into rest on
the 24th of November last, after a
few days’ illness, at the ripe age of 84.
She been a seeker after God and His
salvation from her childhood; and could
not remember any time in her life when
she was not anxious about her goul.
From her earliest youth she was a con-
stant and consistent attendant on the
means of grace, and for many years a
teacher in the Sunday-school. ~ She was
a great reader of good books, and a lover
of the good men who wrote them. Ina
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very high degree she was a lover of
Zion, and sought to encourage the weak
and fearful followers of the Lord. She
was baptized at the age of 46, although
for a long time before she had been in
principle a Striot Baptist. All her life,
being more or less in bondage through
the fear of death, she found suitable
companions in the lowly and timid pil-
grim travelling Zionward; and these she
would help by word and example, and
could truly say, “ I am a companion of
them that fear Thy Name.” During her
last illness this fear of death was not
experienced, and she was willing to de-
part, saying, “Oh | how blessed ! Oh!
how blessed | entering in, shoutin,
Victory | Victory ! through the Bloo
of the Lamb !”

The Church at Great Gidding, Hunts,
has lost, by death, the oldest member,
Mg. JOSEPH JOYCE, who had lived in
Great Gidding 55 years, and had been a
member of the Church 53 years. He
had been favoured with excellent health
for many years, and at the close of
life had no disease of body; but simply
worn down by age and decay; and on
the 22nd of November last, gently
passed away, at the age of 81 years,
to be, we trust, for ever with that dear
Saviour whom he loved.

Died on November 18th, 1887, Mgs.
SARAH BRETT, aged 88 years. Baptized
by the late P. Dickerson, pastor of the
Church meeting at Little Alie-street,
Whitechapel, with twelve others, in
1843. She has been enabled to retain an
honourable membership for 45 years
with the above Church. Her end was
peace.—ONE OF THE TWELVE.

Another valuable member and deacon
of the Church at Carmel Chapel, Pim-
lico, has gone home to glory. Our
beloved brother BACEELOR fell asleep in
Jesus, November 19th, 1887, aged 58

ears, after la very short illness. The
gear ord appeared to him and gave him
that sweet promise, “I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee,” which was a

reat comfort to him in the midst of

is very great pain of body. He leaves
a loving wife and four children to
mourn his loss. May God help the
widow, and bless them all. Our brother
was brought to Carmel an infant. He
was called by grace under the ministry
of the late pastor, Mr, John Stenson,
and baptizetf by him, December 24th,
1848, and received into the Church,
January 7th, 849, so has been a member
nearly forty years. He was a Sunday-
school teacher, and has been secretary
to the same for more than twenty years,
and for some few years has been deacon
and secretary of the Church. Our
brother’s remains were brought to the
chapel, followed by all his family and
brother deacons. Our pastor conducted
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the service. They then repaired to
Brompton Cemetery, where a large com-
pany of friends were waiting their
arrival. Our pastor preached the funeral
sermon on the following Sunday even-
ing, on which occasion the chapel was
well filled, our pastor taking for hix
text Matthew xxv, 21. Our pastor spoke
very blessedly, and we trust the service
may be blessed to the ingathering of
many souls.—THOMAS COLLINS.

Died, at the residence of Mr. A. Dalton,
Baptist minister, Station-road, Fawk-
ham, near Dartford, Kent, on the 2nd of
December, 1887, EL1zA ScoTT, at the
advanced age of 91 years. A woman
that feared God, and her end was peace.

I irieve to report the death of my dear
brother deacon, SAMUEL DESBOROCGH.
He has been deacon of the Church (Zoar),
at Wellingborough, some years, but his
health has gradualiy declined for about
five or six years. We all acknowledge
the sweet access he generally seemed to
enjoy at the mercy-seat. The last time
I saw him in the flesh, he said, “The
Lord has allowed a little gloom to come
between me and Him.” But there was
nowhere else for him to go but to the
Lord. Our pastor, Mr. Hand, visited
him a few days before his death, which
was on December 7th, and prayed with
him, and during his prayer our dear
brother burst forth, as he heard the
name of Jesus, ‘“Bless His precious
Name!” His remains were interred in
the presence of a goodly number of sor-
rowing friends on December 12th. He
leaves a widow and large family to
mourn his loss, but their loss is his
eternal gain.—A. BLIss,Wellingborough.

JOHN TAYLOR, of 38, Cowper-street,
West Brighton, died on Saturday, Dec.
10, 1887, at the ripe age of 87 years. The
deceased was called by grace when about
22 years of age, and was baptized by the
late Dr. Rippon in the year 1824, and
soon afterwards commenced preaching
the Gospel in the suburbs of London.
until he went to America; but not find-
ing the change congenial, he returned
to London, and became a member of the
Baptist Church at Wandsworth, under
the pastoral care of the late Mr. Ball.
continuing to preach as opportunity
offered—frequently walking many miles
todo so. At length, his health failing
him, he came to Brighton in the year
1860, and was soon engaged on Lord's-
days preaching in the viﬁages around.
Brother Taylor accepted the invitation
to become pastor of the Church at Fisher-
gate, and continued to labour there for a
period of 14 years with a considerable
amount of success. He was most useful
in visiting the sick and the poor and
needy. After resigning his work at
Fishergate, about seven years ago. our
brother re-commenced preaching in the
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villages as formerly, and which he con- | watched over her in her weak state of
tinued to do until increasing age and | mind. A dear sister in the faith, Mrs,

infirmities compelled him to relinquish
it.

Snell, has often told me that when she

Our brother has kept his bed for! has talked to her about good things she

about 18 months in a very weak and! has quite understood her and smiled,

helpless condition.
found him very cheerful and conversant |
on the best things, but expressing an
earmest desire to go home; which was
especially the case on Dec. 2. The next
day he was taken worse, and gradually .
sank, and at last fell asleep in Jesus on ;
the following Saturday. Nearly the
last words he uttered were:—
“Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given,
More happy, but not more secure,

The glorified spirits in heaven.”
He has left a sorrowing widow, 77 years
of age. to mourn his loss. It is also
gratefully acknowledged that our
brother has received substantial help
from the “ Necessitous Ministers’ Poor
Funds.” Our brother was interred at
the West Brighton Cemetery on Dec. 14,
1887.—G. V.

Mgs. TAYLOR (widow) has gone
home. She died on Lord’s-day morning,
December 18th, 1887, eight daysafter her
beloved husband, Mr. J. Taylor, Baptist
minister. She took cold, and bronchitis
set in. Her work was done, and the

Lord has hushed all her grief and taken | preached an excellent sermon from

her home at the age of 77 years. Truly
“He hath done all things well.”—
GEo. VIRGO.

SARAH GRAVES, aged 58, after a long
and lingering illness, borne with exem-
plary patience and submission to her
Lord’s will. died on Nov. 18, and her
mortal remains were committed to the
grave at Willesden by Mr. Warren, on
Nov. 24. in the presence of a goodly num-
ber of friends, to whom she was a sister
greatly beloved. She leaves a husband
behind to feel that he has lostindeed an
helpmate, for the Word of the Lord
richly dwelt in her with much grace
and humility. Her last words to her
dear husband was “ Salvation!” and she
then fell asleep in Jesus. The departed
one was a member of the Church at
Shouldham-street, London.—H. B.

The Lord has been pleased to visit
Jireh, East-road, and remove one of its
members by death—a sister, MES. MARIA
CouLTEARD, of Kingsland. She had been
a worthy member of the Strict Baptist
body for upwards of 50 years. For some
years she had been a member of the late
William Lodge's Church, when he was
at Cumbertand-street, and with him she
removed to Jireh. Our aged sister has
not been out to Jireh for about two
years or more, owin%l to her age; and
most of the time the dear aged one
seemed quite childish, and wandered in
her mind; hut the God who watched
over her when in her sinful state,

Visitors generally [

and often said such words as “ Precious
Jesus!” “ What a nice hymn!” or “ What
a nice chapter that is.” She was par-
ticularly thankful for the smallest help
rendered her by her friends. On Nov.
23, 1887, she passed quietly away, aged
80 years, and was interred in Tiford
Cemetery on Sunday evening, Dec. 4.
Brother J. Backett preached her funeral
sermon from the words, “Blessed are
the dead that die in the Lord ” (Rev.
xiv. 13).—E. TICKNER.

On Dec. G, 1887, our brother EDWARD
JAMES (member of the Church at Pent-
side, Dover) entered into rest, and was
buried by our pastor, Mr. George Webb,
at Buckland Churchyard, on Saturday,
Dec. 10. He was a consistent and
honourable member of the Church for
40 years, and notwithstanding his afflic-
tion of blindness, he was for many years
an acceptable preacher to many causes
when without pastors. Having had a
remarkable and retentive memory, he
could repeat whole chapters of the Bible
as correctly as if he read them. On the
following Lord's-day evening our pastor

2 Tim. iv. 6, 7; in the course of which
he referred feelingly to the departure
of our brother James; not praising the
creature, nor offering prayer for the
dead, but magnifying the grace of God
displayed in him. e also exhorted the
living to adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things, and to be “fol-
lowers of them who, through faith and
patience, inherit the promises.” — 7,
Luther-terrace, Dover, Dec. 12, 1887.
[Weremember well the cheerful counte-
nance of our departed brother E. James
when last at brother G. Webb’s meetin,
at Dover. His prayer on the occasion o:
our first visit to Pentside we shall not
soon forget. His spirit is now with
God.—ED.]

MR. JAMES Lewis, of Yarkhill, en-
tered into that rest which remain for
the people of God, on Dec. 16, and was
interred at Whitestone on the 19th.
Deceased was 61 years of age, and was
for very many years a deacon of the
above place, and which was very dear to
his heart. He leaves a large circle of
sorrowing friends; but our loss is his,
our brother’s gain. Oh, may our last
end be like his!

The only sister of Mrs, Grimwood, of
Gosbeck, Framlingham, Suffolk, passed
to her eternal home whilst Mr, J. Grim-
wood (pastor of Stonham) was engaging
in prayer at her bed-side.” She leaves an
afflicted husband to mourn her departure.




@The Late Wr. Jobn Hajelton,

PASTOR OF MOUNT Z10oN CHAPEL, CHADWELL STREET, CLERKENWELL.

“ 0, death, where is thy sting? O, grave, where is thy victory?”—1 Cor. xv. 55.

IT is with inexpressible sorrow that we record the almost sudden death
of our highly gifted and valued brother in Christ, Mr. John Hazel-

ton, many years the honoured pastor of the Church at Mount Zion

Chapel, Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, which solemn event occurred on

Monday morning, January 9th, 1888. We were early apprised of the

painful fact by a felegram from our dear brother, Mr. J. W. Banks,
Vou. XLIV. FeBruary, 1888. D
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which was closely followed by the annexed kind letter from our esteemed
friend and brother, Edward Mote, Esq.:—

16, Thornhill Square, N., 9th Jan., 1888,

My DeAR BrorrER,—Yon will be surprised to hear of the somewhat
sudden decease of our dear pastor, Mr. Hazelton, from an attack of acute
bronchitis, at 11.20 this morning.

His son preached for us last evening (Lord’s-day, January 8th), from
the significant words, “ It is §nished.”

Our pastor preached last Thursday evening (January 5th) with some
difficulty, and he wanted to make the attempt yesterday, but that was
not permitted.

Requesting an interest in your prayers, and sympathy with us as
a Church,

I remain, in Christian bonds, Yours very truly,
Mr. Winters. Epwarp More.

MR. J. HAZELTON’S EARLY STRUGGLES.

Mr. John Hazelton was born June 6th, 1822, of humble parents, in
Magdalene Street, Colchester, in the County of Essex. Of his early days
we have but little knowledge. The trade he ardently followed for
several years was that of a wheelwright; and it is gratifying to state that
he was celebrated as the best maker of wheels for many miles round.
He was often obliged to labour at his work until ten or eleven o’clock on
Saturday night, and on the Sunday morning he would frequently start at
six o’clock on a journey of fifteen or twenty miles to preach three times, and
thenreturn home at night, and be at his business at six o’clock on Monday
morning. He was what is called a self-made man. He worked hard
when a young man to improve his mind, and many a night he sat up
studying when his landlady supposed him to have been in bed. Being
too poor to buy books, he procured some from a grocer’s shop (about
to be used as waste paper); others were old proofs from a large printing
establishment. We name this as a most noble example to young men
of the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties.

Although Essex produced a greater number of martyrs during the
Marian persecution than any other county, yet since the mighty eccle-
siastical ejection in 1662 it has been rather more famous for Indepen-
dents than for Baptists, and especially from the time of the old vicars of
Coggeshall, Dr. John Owen and Obadiah Sedgwick. Nevertheless, during
the first half of the present century, two of the greatest Baptist preachers
that ever adorned the annals of evangelical nonconformity have come from
Essex, namely, Mr. John Hazelton and Mr. C. H. Spurgeon. The late
Mr. C. W. Banks wrote a brief sketch of Mr. Hazelton’s life, which
appeared (with a portrait) in the BEARTHEN VESSEL for February, 1877.
Respecting Mr. Hazelton’s early career, Mr. Banks writes: “ No human
instrumentality had anything to do with either his conviction, conversion,
or going forth into the ministry. . . . When young John Hazelton
was about sixteen years of age, the Lord visited him in the night season
in a dream, wherein he saw the last day, and final judgment. . . . For
several months that dream sunk him in the deepest woe, being terribly
persuaded that he was a lost sinner! . . . But the Lord was very
pitiful: He was ready to save him, and from the Spirit of the living God
came these words into the very heart of the trembling lad : ‘Be of
good cheer; thy sins, which are many, areall forgiven thee.’” He was
afterwards greatly favoured of God under the ministry of Mr, Thomas
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Cyprian Rust, then a Nonconformist preacher, but who subsequently
entered the Church of England. At the age of about seventeen our
departed brother was baptized, and became a member of the Baptist
Church in his native town. Mr. Banks says: “ In the space of two years
he (Mr. Hazelton) was convinced of sin, converted to God, baptized,
received into the Church, and began to preach the Gospel. He was but
cighteen years of age when he preached his first sermon, which was
delivered at Wivenhoe, a village four miles from Colchester!” In the
order of Divine providence, Mr. Hazelton soon received a call to preach
from the Church at Bungay in Suffolk (having been highly recommended
to the friends there by that late noble champion of truth, Mr. Samuel
Collins, of Grundisburgh), and where he laboured with much acceptance
for about two years. From this Church he removed to that of Guy-
hirn in Cambridgeshire, in connection with which he spent four profit-
able years in the Gospel ministry. Later on we find him preaching on
probation at Eden Chapel, Cambridge, where now our brother J. Jull
successfully preaches. For nearly three years he ministered with a fair
amount of success at Mount Bures, in the same cause, we presume, over
which our venerable brother Rayner has long been appointed. In his early
ministerial career, Mr. Hazelton visited the Churches in Ipswich, Clare,
and occasionally preached in other Churches in the counties of Suffolk,
Cambridgeshire, and Essex, until he removed to London, about the year
1851. Thus, during the long period of 46 years, our departed brother
faithfully preached the Gospel, having commenced his ministry in 1842.

THE RESPECTED PASTOR OF CHADWELL-STREET.

Mr. Hazelton’s association as pastor with the Church of Christ at
Chadwell Street has been attended with singularly marked success. This
Church was founded upon New Testament principles in 1851, and has
firmly abided by them until now. In the following year Mr. Hazelton
became their pastor, and for a short time after their formation as a
Church they congregated for worship in Mount Zion Chapel, City Road,
until that place became too small for them. They then removed to
their present neat and substantial sanctuary, wherein, until now, they
have, through the tender mercies of God, enjoyed uninterrupted peace and
prosperity.

None but those immediately connected with this bereaved Church,
who have sat under the thoughtful and penetrating ministry of Mr.
Hazelton for many years, can fully understand the great loss they have
sustained by his death. As a husband and parent, we believe the
deceased to have been most tender, loving and faithful; and as a pastor
he was enabled, by the grace of God, to maintain a consistency of life
and character worthy of imitation. His ministerial gifts were excep-
tionally great. He appeared constantly to enjoy much nearness to Christ,
from whose sweet spirit he drank deeply, which added Gospel richness to
his preaching. His choicest thoughts and language seemed at times to
tise beyond himself, especially when dwelling upon the deity, atonement
and love of Christ, which made his ministry to be most highly valued.
In many of the deceased’s best sermons he seemed to be elevated to such
heights, and went to such depths of the mysteries of the Gospel, that we
were wont to cry out at times—

‘' There's not a ray of glory known Which our Redeemer does not wear,
Around the great Jehovah's throne Proclaiming His own Godhead there,”
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Frequently he appeared to us to reproduce in his sublimest utterances
a digest of some of the grandest word-pictures of the old masters of
Bibhcal lore.
The following adapted lines of Cowper significantly point to our
departed brother as a minister of the Gospel—
“1 would express him simple, grave, sincere;

In doctrine incorrupt, in language plain,

And plain in manner; decent, solemn, chaste,

And natural in gesture; much impressed

Himself, as conscious of his awful charge.”
lTe evidently read much, but thought more. His general knowledge
was most remarkable, and as a speaker he had a thorough command of
language. His method of enunciation was unique; solemn, deliberate,
and weighty were his words, every one of which carried force and mean-
ing with them. We shall never forget the masterly sermon we heard
him preach on Good Friday last, at Mount Zion Chapel, Hill-st., Dorset-
square. It is far from our thoughts to write one sentence in laudation
of a mere creature; but it is the grace of God as seen in the most
uscful and honoured life of the deceased that we would heartily magnify.
Although its termination seemed somewhat sudden, yet from his frequent
suffering from bronchial affection, and much consequent physical weak-
ness from the foggy and winterly season of the year, his life for some
time has hung as 1t were upon a thread. Now that the grim messenger
Death has snapped that tender cord, we submissively bow and say, ¢ The
will of the Lord be done.”

““ When Jesus calls, the saint must go;
*Twas his eternal gain to die.”

Our departed brother was one of the noble founders of the Metro-
politan Association of Strict Baptist Churches; and by his death the
Strict Baptist Mission has lost one of the best of presidents. The
surrounding Churches will greatly miss his timely and valuable services.
But he has gone; his ransomed spirit is now with God—

“ Raised by His arm 'to view His face,
Through the bright beamings of His grace!”

MR. J. HAZELTON'S STUDY BIBLE.

We can understand in some measure the meaning of many of the
words that recently fell from the lips of our departed brother; they
signified that he knew that the time of his departure was at hand.
Quite lately he said to his beloved wife, referring to some books, “I
want to read no other book but the Bible now.” We are informed on
good authority that the little Bible which he kept in his study, and
which has been re-bound three times, was his constant companion since
1840, and contains marginal notes of all the texts he preached from since
that time, marked with his own hand. This precious little Book of
books, we have no doubt, will be highly prized by his dearand only son,
Mr. John E. Hazelton, secretary of the Aged Pilgrims’ Friend Society.

INDICATIONS OF HIS DEPARTURE.

A few weeks since, talking in his study with Mr. G. Sawyer, one of
his valued deacons, Mr. Hazelton suddenly said, with great solemnity,
and without comment, ¢ Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear
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in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus” (Gal. vi. 17). The night
before he died, his beloved wife heard him speaking, and listening,
found he was repeating the following couplet:—

*Upon a poor polluted worm

He makes His glories shine!”

She reminded him that the hymn read ¢ graces,” not “glories.” It is
thought that he alterel the word intentionally. No doubt he
intended, had he been able, to repeat the annexed verse, which he so
dearly loved :—

* And lest the shadow of a spot
Should on my soul be found,
He took the robe the Saviour wrought,
And cast it all around.”

THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH.

Chronic bronchitis was the cause of his death, but its intensification
was a matter of but twenty-four hours. He had been growing
weaker and thinner for a long time prior to his death. The best of
medical skill was supplied, but the Master beckoned, and His servant
went “ up higher.”

O the rest for ever and the rapture!
O the Hand that wipes the tears away !

O the golden homes beyond the sunset,
And the eye that watches o’er the clay.”

HIS LAST MOMENTS.

His end was truly peaceful and painless; the cough had ceased, and
he lay quietly, breathing more and more slowly, until without even a
sigh his ransomed spirit left the tenement of clay for the “home of his
soul, so dear.” He knew his dear son and Mr. John Hodges, one of the
beloved deacons, who were at his bedside, but very soon became uncon-
scious, and remained so until his death. Just before he breathed his
last, his son kissed him tenderly, as he loved him dearly, and the dying
saint gave him a look of such love! “ John, my boy,” was all he could
say. To Mr. Hodges he said, “Thank you for coming,”’ and after a
short interval he uttered his last words, “I am all right,” and so passed
away.

]{/Ir. Hazelton's address at the Lord’s table on the first day in the
New Year was full of holy unction drawn from Rev. xix. 9. His last
sermon was preached on Thursday evening, Jan. 5th, from Isa. xliii. 1.
In the chapel the whole of the little family were present, Mrs. Hazelton,
her son, and his beloved wife. We deeply sympathise with the godly,
sorrow-stricken widow and her affectionate son, as also for the bereaved
Church. Our earnest prayers shall not be wanting in their heavy
SOITOWS.

HIS PRINTED SERMONS AND MEMORIAL VOLUME.

His printed sermons now remain as evidences of his great pulpit
ability. Four separate volumes of them have been completed; each
volume containing three years’ sermons. The fifth volume is now in
progress, twenty-one numbers having been published, and arrangements
have been made to complete the volume by issuing one sermon a month
for the next fifteen months, there being many shorthand notes in stock.
Mr. Hazelton's first monthly sermon was issued in May, 1874, and great
has been the blessing attending their circulation.
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TWO SINGULAR INSTANCES OF CONVERSION THROUGH MR. HAZELTON'S
SERMONS.

In one case a rural postman, slipping one out of a cover to look at
it, was by the Spirit of God brought from death unto life by some of the
words contained in it. Inanother case, Mr., Hazelton was once preach-
ing in the country when a wonderful conversion occurred under the
sermon. A noted publican and prize-fighter was attracted, like many
others, “to hear a boy preach.” The Lord met with him on the occasion;
after which the newly converted man went home, shut up his beer-
shop, and entered upon a different occupation. He subsequently became
a respected deacon of one of our Churches, and in which office he ended
his days. A memorial volume of our late friend will be published
in a short time. This, we are sure, will indeed be worthy of a place in
the libraries of our ministers and people.

W. WinTERS, EpITOR.

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, Essex.

THE FUNERAL.

On Friday, January 13th, long before the time announced for the
funeral service to commence, every available space in Mount Zion Chapel,
Chadwell-street, was occupied, and many were the bitter tears shed on
that solemn occasion. The pulpit was draped in mourning. A few
minules past twelve o’clock the remains of our departed brother were
brought mto the chapel, and placed in front of the pulpit. The coffin
was of polished oak with gilt fittings. Upon the gilt coffin plate was
briefly inscribed the history of the deceased:—

JOHN HAZELTON,
Borx JuNe 6, 1822, Diep Janvary 9rH, 1888,
In THE 66TH YEAR OF HIs AGE.

THE SERVICE IN CHADWELL-STREET CHAPEL.

In the pulpit were brethren J. S. Anderson, P. Reynolds, R. E. Sears,
and 8. K. Bland. The hymns for the occasion were specially printed and
given to the friends. Mr. Anderson presiding, opened the service with
hymn No. L., beginning—

“ Why do we mourn departed friends.”

Mr. S. K. Bland having prayed, Mr. P. Reynolds read very solemnly
suitable portions of Scripture, and Mr. G. W. Shepherd gave out most
impressively hymn No. II.—

“ Tig finished, 'tis done! the spirit is fled.”
Mr. R. E. Sears then offered fervent prayer, and Mr. J. H. Liynn read
with pathos hymn No. III., ending,—
“Jesus, Thy rich consolation, to Thy mourning people send.”

Mr. W. J. Styles spoke from Col. iv. 7, and Mr. Anderson announced
the closing hymn, “ Rock of Ages, cleft for me.” The benediction by
Mr. Anderson terminated the solemn meeting in the chapel.

THE FUNERAL CORTEGE.

The hearse, with the mourning coaches, thirteen in number, fo_llowed
by several cabs containing sorrowing friends, slowly wended their way
to Finchley Cemetery, where they arrived shortly after three o’clock.
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Those in the first coach were Mr. J. E. Hazelton, son of the deceased, and
his wife, who is a daughter of the late Mr. George Ahrahams, of hlessed
memory; Mr. I. Hazelton from Chelmsford, brother of the deceased;
and Mr. W. Hazelton, pastor of the Church at Lewisham. In the second
and third coaches were the deacons of Mount Zion Chapel, Chadwell-
street— Messts, Edward Mote, George Sawyer, John Oliver, John Hodges,
Walter Abbott, and E. Hunt. Mrs. Hazelton, the beloved widow, was
quite unequal to the journey, or she would have followed the remains of
her dear one to their last resting-place. The mourners having reached

THE GRAVE,

the coffin was gently and silently lowered to the tomb. Mr.J.S. Anderson
then briefly addressed the friends present. He said we are reminded by
the tomb of the awful results of sin, * for since by man came death, by
man came also the resurrection of the dead.” We lay the remains of our
dear brother to rest in the care of Him who is the resurrection and the
life, and at whose girdle hangs the keys of hell and of death. We say
ashes to ashes, dust to dust, but that which we commit to this grave is
not common clay. We leave it till the great morning of the resurrection
with Him who has said to our brother, ¢ Well done, thou good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Mr. Anderson having
pronounced the benediction, the mournful scene closed, and the relatives
and friends of the deceased left the Cemetery. Mr, W. R. Fricker, a
member of the Church at Chadwell-street, was the undertaker. The
arrangements of the funeral were carried out in the most orderly and
satisfactory manner. The remains of Mr. Hazelton were buried in the
same grave in which lies the body of an infant son of J. E. and E. G.
Hazelton, who died October 21st, 1883.

MINISTERS AND FRIENDS PRESENT AT THE FUNERAL.

Among those present we noticed were :—Messrs. B. Mote, J. Hodges, G-
Sawyer, J. Oliver, W. Abbott, and E. Hunt, deacons of Chadwell-street,
J. Box, Soho; J. E. Hazelton, Canonbury; A. Boulden, Surrey Taber-
nacle ; J. H. Dearsly, Dalston ; W. K. Squirrell, Woolwich; F. C. Holden;
Limehouse; W. K. Dexter, Dacre-park; J. F. Fromow, Brentford; W.
Howe, Barnet; J. Bennett, Homerton Row ; J. Harris, senr., Shonldham-
street ; P. Reynolds, Dickens, White, and Willey, Providence, Islington :
J. Mead, Nunhead Green; E. Langford, Stoke Newington; S. K. Bland,
Ipswich; J. Parnell, Pimlico; G. W. Shepherd, C. Wilson, and J. Tinson,
Dorset-square; J. Curtis, Hounslow; W. Waite, Stepney; C. Cornwell,
Brixton ; G. Burrell, Watford; W. J. Styles, 1. R. Wakelin, and A. Steele,
Keppel-street; R. E. Sears, Whitechapel; W.Horton, Croydon ; W. Hazel-
ton, Lewisham; Sinden, City-road ; Deane, Cooper, and Tomlinson, Wands-
worth; W. H. Evans, Clapham; J. H. Lynn, Stratford; A. Knell, Coln-
brook ; E. Mitchell, Guildford; W. Kennard, Croydon ; J. F. Franklin,
Ipswich; G. Pocock, W. Debnam, Camberwell ; J. Rayment, Camberwell ;
Smith, Walthamstow ; J. Vanghan, Hackney; P. W. Williamson, Addison
Park ; R. Alfrey, Enfield; Cottis, Epping; J. Harris, Kilburn ; J. Briscoe,
Islington; J. B. Warren (late of Shouldham-street); W. Milbourne, Hox-
ton; Burrows, Camden Town; W. James, Hoxton; H. Boulton, Tollington
Park ; J. W. Banks, Islington; and W. Winters, Waltham Abbey. There
were also deputations from the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist
Churches and the Strict Baptist Mission. Services were held as usual at
Chadwell-street on Lord’s-day, January 15th. Mr. J. Box preached in the
morning, and Mr. Anderson in the evening. We hope to give sketches
of these sermons in our next issue.—Eb.
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A WEEK OF MOURNING AT MOUNT ZION,
CHADWELL STREET.

By JosN WATERS BANKS.

MY DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—The unexpected death of Mr.
Al John Hazelton is a source of great grief to the Church at Chadwell-
street, as well as to the whole of the denomination. On the Monday
evening, as he died in the morning, we went to the prayer meeting at
his chapel. The sad event was quite unlooked for, unthought of, by
many of the friends preseut; hence, as the worshippers arrived, returning
from their daily avocation, to spend an hour in solemn devotion with God,
they gathered from the subdued utterances of those who spoke in prayer,
that the ransomed spirit of their beloved pastor had been summoned
home. Heads that were reclining in reverential obeisance to Almighty
od,were involuntarily raised, and with a vacant look of surprise gave vent
to their feelings of sorrow. Young men and maidens, as well as fathers and
mothers in Israel, all wept sorely. Mr. Abbott, one of the deacons, presided
at the meeting, and read in measured and suppressed tones Psa. xxiil.; at the
close of which he pathetically referred to the sudden and solemn affliction
with which God in His providence had visited them. The brethren
Sawyer, Mote, Hodges, Nunn, and Oliver, unburdened their hearts at
the throne of grace, and pleaded with the Lord to support the bereaved
widow and son, and succour and guide the Church in their new experience.
On Wednesday, January 11, the Church met for solemn deliberation for
the first time since their existence as a widowed Church. On the next
evening (Thursday), Mr. Moxham delivered a sermon full of feeling,
referring occasionally in touching accents to the deceased, from the
words, “ Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; whither the
Forerunner is for us entered ” (Heb. vi. 19, 20). Mr. Moxham was
helped by the Holy Spirit with aptness to bring the subject to bear npon
the passing circumstance. On the Friday the doors of the sacred edifice
were again opened, when it was filled by friends from all parts of London,
who had come to take part in the funeral service (see report by the
Editor). On Sunday morning Mr. John Box delivered a discourse from
the text, “ And ye now therefore have sorrow; but I will see you again,
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you”
(John xvi. 22). Every sentence of the sermon was full of pathos and
sympathy, which touched and moved both the speaker and his hearers.
The sermon will no doubt be given to our readers in a future
number of this Magazine. On the Sunday evening Mr. John 8.
Anderson preached the funeral sermon from, * Precious in- the sight
of the Lord is the death of His saints " (Psa. cxvi. 15). Thissermon, we
also understand is to be printed. The chapel was literally crammed—
galleries, pulpit-stairs, and vestries—and many could not get admittance.
The whole congregation were attired in mourning habiliments, the sombre
aspect being only relieved by the white paper of the printed hymn-sheets.

Thus passed a week in Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, unparalleled in
their history as a Church. They, however, with the aged, bereaved and
gracious widow, and the godly, heart-broken son, Mr. John Ebenezer
Hazelton, have the sympathy and prayers of the entire denomination.
May God sanctify this solemn visitation to every mourner, for Christ’s
sake. Amen.
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CHURCH LAW.
By Jorn HunT LYNN.

THE Church, originated in the will of God, has being only in Him
in whom  dwelleth all the fulness of God,” and is wronght and
inwrought by Divine law,

Law is founded on the being of God. Its principles are the attri-
butes of God. Its utterance is the manifestation of God.

Absolute law is the will of God. Law, in regard to created being,
is either essential or administrative. Fssenfiul (or nataral) law apper-
tains to modes, states, and qualities of being. Administrative law
appertains to event and object of being and of association. These two
aspects of law cannot be dissociated, and the operations and incidences
of either act and re-act upon the other. The relations of God to creation,
and of absolute law to law in regard to creation, correspond. Fulfilment
of administrative law is subordination to, harmony with, and fellowship
of the Divine will.

The true Church-state being divinely originated, maintained, and
destined, Church-law, both essential and administrative, must neces-
sarily be both Divine and perfect. The essential law of the Church is
that of her being, calling and characteristics. 7he administrative law
of the Church, to which I desire now to draw attention, és contained per-
feclly in the New Testament. If not, where may we seek it? What other
aunthority may we accept? Not traditions. They are broken, confused
and conflicting. Not councils and synods. They raised partial issues
and promulgated differing dicta. Not ministers. They are fallible. Not
majorities. They are often wrong, and frequently the Lord has wrought
mighty changes and reformations in His Church by individuals and by
minorities. Some say we must secede from the variousorganised assem-
blies and meet as worshippers under the presidency and teaching of the
Holy Ghost, and His presence and power shall be the Church’s law; and
yet these very gatherings exhibit wide division and maintain some doc-
trines that are not in the Word of God. Oh, that we were simply wor-
shippers wholly submitted to the Lord; but to be separatists, intensifying
the torn conditions of the professed Church of Christ, is no part of the
business of saints.

The New Testament records are : adequate ; authoritative ; divine.
Being adequate it is superfluous to seek anything beyond. To parley with
other suggestions for regulation of conduct or worship is to waste
precious moments and purchased faculties which &delong fo Him whose
blood was our priceless redemption. This is sheer robbery. Being
authorilalive, and lherefore to be obeyed, to adopt aught from without is
to elevate human opinion, worldly principle, carnal will, or, in many
cages, a8 is well known, some abominable piece of man-pl easing above
the Word of God. Being divine, what arrogance, what rash presump-
tion it must be to formulate a rule, or to introduce any arrangement
alien to the New Testament. It isto account man wiser than God. Such
iniqoities cannot be perpetrated without pushing something sacred on
one side, or marring something in the experience, worship or practice of
some member or members of the Lord’s Body, in which case the evil
thing, so far, assumes the pre-eminence. How can Anti-christ, whose
crowning blasphemy is to exalt himself above all that is called God and
is worshipped, be condemned by men who do such things ?

E
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Charch law may be considered a8 to organisation, praclics, and doc-
trine. 1. Organisation includes membership and office, and their mutunl
relations. Those only can be truly members of the Church, as organised
amongst men, who are born of God. Their spiritual induction presents a
testimony of certain spiritual facts. “Seethat thou malke all things accord-
ing to the pattern shown to theein the mount ” (Heb. viii. 5). Thus the
testimony of the “shadow of good things to come ” was wrought. Surely
then the testimony of their accomplishment should be a pattern of the
heavenly things themselves. Called by grace out of darkness into light,
and baptized into the * one body ” by the Holy Ghost, they drink into
one Spirit ir the communion of the children of light. By the testi-
mounies of declared faith and of visible baptism these heavenly facts are
witnessed (or patterned), and in identical order and relation. To this
agree the precepts of the Lord and the practice of the Apostolic Church.
Open communion therefore either repudiates the organisation of the
Church, or lies concerning the heavenly things. As to officers. Perhaps no
Church to-day has a clear, full and scriptural nomenclature. Nevertheless
the miuistries themselves remain. Pastors as recognised are too exclu-
sively thought of as if absorbing and dispensing all ministerial steward-
ships. The gifts enumerated in Eph. iv. are graciously continued till we
all come to the fulness of the stature of the perfect man in Christ. II.
Practice covers the ground of our assembly and our procedure both
collectively and individually. The New Testament provides for all
things in the Church, and for the conduct of the saint as a pilgrim and
a heavenly citizen, touching both his temporary associations with the
alienated world, and His eternal relations with the city of the great
King. That its teachings in these things are all obeyed, or any of them
fully, is not assumed, but we are bound by them. May we have grace
continually and more perfectly to live them. The Apostolic word con-
tains ample instruction as to : proclamation of the Truth ; fellowship of
prayer, of testimony, of song, of labour, and of giving; also the principles
which should guide and actuate in all matters. If any matter be not deter-
mined by and carried out according to His Word the Lordis dishonoured,
and His Church must, consciously or unconsciously, suffer. I11. Doctrine.
Organisation and practice are the actualities, development and manifesta-
tion of truth or doctrine. Every detail, whether it be perceived or not,
conveys some doctrinal testimony, either of error to the injury of the
Church or stumbling of the individual, or of truth to edification. Hence
in minutest details, equally with the « work of the ministry,” the guid-
ance and teaching of the Holy Spirit end the Word are requisite. These
co-relations of organisation, practice, and doctrine are involved in the
abiding perfection of essential law as basal to administrative law in the
union of Christ and His Church.

Liberty as to doctrine is not formally claimed by the professedly
orthodox. It is however claimed that as to practice and organisation we
may do almost as we please. ‘Were this true there could be no adminis-
trative law beyond doctrinal tenets, and the precepts of the New Testament
must be infringements of the rights and liberties of the family of God.
The falge claim is made, almost universally. It is voiced in the presump-
tuous phrase,  essentials and non-essentials,” a phrase surely born of
the wily serpent. It is said, ‘‘ the times are different.”’ Is the Eternal
mind to bow and retire before the changing fashions of a dying age ?



AND GOSPEL. HERALD, 17

Such a plea impugns the prescience and wisdom of God, and tosses Hig
children to the humours of * the god of this world.” “The preferences of
tasle may guide when there is no direct forbidding,” I was told in 1864,
and have often heard the same dictom since. This is the very base and
principle of the worldliness which so fearfully emasculates the Church.
Such a notion even unconsciously adopted leavens to direst corraption.
“ Ends desired may be sought by the means lhat the circumstances of the
cases may ©n good men’s opinions seem besl,” I answer, if the Word will
not Jead to the end desired, the object must be forsaken absolutely.
“ Arrangemenls not directly forbidden and in which it is alleged there 13
NO HARM we may carry oul.” This is specious and eusnaring. . What
Jallible mind can prove the “ no harm ”? In the nature of things, the
more nearly this may seem to be while the matter coutemplated is not
provided for in Holy Writ, the snare and danger are in just such ratio
the greater. The edge of the keenest blade is nearest invisibility. Un-
suspected germs in apparently sanitary conditions slay. What I now
advance may by the fashionable religionist be called narrow and
bigoted. Be it so. It is the narrowness of the exceeding broad and
divine commandment which is full as the New Covenant, large-hearted
as God’s love, and abundant as the riches of Christ. Let us with oar
whole being eschew the spurious charity—the ¢ breadth of view ” |—
which spreads its flimsy, perfuamed, and tinselled gauze over the stretches
of Iscariot compromige. The dicta of worldly policy which I have indi-
cated have lured from the simplicity of the Gospel, and has so hidden
the old paths that it has often been difficult to discover them. Their
influence over personal experience, especially of young disciples, has
been frightfully baneful.

All matters arising for comsideration may be treated by the follow-
ing simple rules:—1. If dealt with in the New Testament, this is infal-
lible law. 2. If not, then the opinions expressed concerning the issue
raised should be compared diligently with clear doctrine, precept, or
ArosToLic practice; and the concord or discord so discovered determine
the pro or con. 3. Nothing should be introduced that cannot be PROVED
1o be thus accordant with the Word. The allegation that questions come
up which cannot be treated thus is false.

It may be asked what becomes of liberty ? Wonld not such pro-
cedure as suggested bind burdens which could not be borne? Em-
phatically no! The burden is the grossness of the heart made heavy
with the wretched creature-expedients that abound. Creature-liberty
must be finite and relative. Liberty in the Creator is absolute will.
Divine will is immutable law. True creature-liberty is harmony and
fellowship with Divine will. Suach liberty is perfect. Its breadth and
scope are the immensity of the will of God in a fit sphere. Other so-
called freedom is the annulment of liberty, and the energy of bondage,
inasmuch as the creature comes necessarily into collision with the
Divine will, and whichever way turning, is met with check.

Do not the Churches need a great searching in this matter with the
candle of the Lord? Human authority largely assumes the King’s pre-
rogative. God in mercy purge us and bring us back to the stmplicity
of Christ! Let every spiritual reader lay this question before Him in
lowly prayer that His will -alone may be wrought in us and in the
Charches with which the Holy Ghost has identified as.
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THEOLOGY OLD AND NEW.
A Critique on Mr. J. Guinness Rogers’ View of the *“ Down Grade” Question.
To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GosPEL HERALD,

Nrar S1R,—A series of four lectures to be delivered by Mr. J. Guinness
Rogers was somewhat extensively advertised, the subject of the lectures
being “ Congregationalism of To-day,” and the series thus divided :—Nov.
22, “ Our Theology as Compared with that of the Past.” Nov.29, “The
Christian Life of to-day as Compared with the Puritan Ideal.” 1888.-—
Jan. 17,“ Church Life as it is, and as it Ought tc be.” Jan. 24, “The
Place of Congregationalism in the Life and Work of the Nation.” In the
circular letter of invitation it is stated, “ They are intended tv deal with
current misrepresentation of Congregationalism.” Having taken some
part in onr Association passing at its last half-yearly meeting a vote of
thanks and of sympathy to and with Mr. Spurgeon on the “Down Grade”’
protest, I was wishful to hear whether the delivery of the lectures was as
against Mr. Spurgeon’s complaints, or against the Congregationalists, who
had as bitterly complained against departures from simple Gospel truths.
To my astonishment, Mr. Rogers told his audience he was there to speak
only for himself and none of his hrethren were in any way committed to
what he might say; yet he hoped he would have the sympathy of those
who saw with him.

I went to the Memorial Hall, fully expecting to hear a fair, clear state-
ment of what was the theology of the Congregationalists in the past. I
thought I had a tolerably clear knowledge of what that part would be, and
also that a straightforward declaration of things, held by the ministers and
received by the people, of the body, would be made; but, alas! I came
away as informed as when I went in, and no more so. Before Mr. Rogers
commenced his first address, 1 Cor. xiii. was read by Dr. Stevenson, and
prayer offered. Mr. Rogers said that before commencing his lecture, it
was needful that he should make a few remarks. He had been asked if
discussion wonld be allowed, or whether questions might be put. Hisreply
was that discussion would be most inconvenient, and that if questions were
put in writing and handed to him, he would give his answers at the time
of the next lecture. He then stated that Mr. Spurgeon had made most
serious charges against the men of “ Modern Thought,” charging them
with departing from the truth, for which there was no foundation. He
very vehemently denounced such conduct, and said that while there were
changes in every department of thought, it could not he supposed there
would not be changes in religious thought. He had been brought up
under certain teachings, and in his young days had shocked his father by
telling him that he himself believed Christ died for the §ins of the whole
world. Mr. Rogers then went in for what was, no doubt, intended to be a
most telling point. He referred to the students of the Pastor’s College
having passed a certain resolution, and then said: “ This but showed they
were unfit for the position they aspired to hold.” He could glory in what
he had done when a young man, and yet be intensely sarcastic about young
men giving their opinions when they do not coincide with his own!!

He then dwelt somewhat upon the ““ Larger Hope,” and said it was a
grand idea, and he could not see it was at all opposed to the Gospel; yet, for
himself, he conld not receive it, though he wished he were able to do so.
He, however, helieved God, in His infinite love, would by some means
deliver the lost from their sins. He closed this lecture by saying if men
were disloyal to Christ, then, of course, it would be iwpossible to work
with them, but such disloyalty had not heen proved, and the charges.
against any must not be received upon the statement of any one man.

On the occasion of the second lecture, I expected to hear what questions
had been put to Mr. Rogers, and to hear his replies. T might have sup-
posed thas probably three questions had been placed before him.

1st. What was the theology of Congregationalism in the past?
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2nd. What is the theology of Congregationalism to-day ?

3rd. If he could suggest a plan whereby the Creator could deliver the lost?

After prayer had been offered, Mr. Kogers at once stated that he had
just come from Wolverhampton, having been preaching, attending meet-
ings, and in the interstices of time had to take part in denominational
work. He was, therefore, too weary to answer questions. However, he
would say he had received twe or three questions, but he helieved they had
been framed more to puzzle him than to elicit an answer. Not that they
did puzzle him, but he did not think they were worth his notice, and,
therefore. he should pass on to his lecture. Again, a great disappointment
was in store for me. 1 went to hear a lecture npon the Puritan ideal of
the Christian life, and the Christian life of to-day compared with that ideal.
Again, another attack upon the action of Mr. Spurgeon, Mr. Rogers assert-
ing it to be the heaviest blow given for many a day, for it could not be
looked upon as a mere idiosyncracy, and it was impossible to treat it as
belonging to the Baptist Union only, for he thought there was now a
solidarity between the Congregational and Baptist Unions which had never
before existed. Yet Mr. Spurgeon had dealt the heaviest blow at Non-
conformity and Free Churches which had been given for many a day. At
this came cries of * No, no,” and Mr. Rogers readily responded by saying
he did not say they were going to suffer. No! Nonconformity had survived
more serious attacks. Mr. Spurgeon had, in fact, only expressed what had
been current up and down their Churches among a certain class of people,
for whom he would make some allowance, for they were unable to face the
greal change which had been going on. These thought there must neces-
sarily be evil in these changes.

I then indulged the thought whether the fervid and excited speaker
thought of Dr. Dale and the Chairman-elect of the Union ; of Dr. Duff, of
Airedale College; of Dr. Thomas, and their accusations and protestations.
But I had to listen, and I had the pleasure of hearing that these men, who
were unable to face the great changes, were more conservative in relation
to their religious ideas than anywhere else. It had surely been well for
man had he conserved his Maker's law. It was well for those who in all
ages conserved the revelation God made to them. I know Mr. Rogers is
mot, politically. and socially, trying to destroy what is God's gift to
man, but to conserve what is of God for man, and what is right between
man and man in the sight of Goed. His work is to break down
what man has produced for the injury of man, and I suppose he
would now say he would wish to know all that God would tell, and
then be willing to conserve the revelation. Surely he is not wishful
to have a kaleidoscope kind of religion, ever changing as a hand
moves the enclosed pieces. Mr. Rogers said Mr. Spurgeon’s acticn must
lead to one of two results—either members must leave the Union, or they
must have a new body of officers—*heresy hunters.”” He had no doubt
they would find men in the Churches ready to sniff out heretics. “ Ah,”
said he, “It is an old practice, this, ‘ to cast out of the synagogue;’ but has
it come to this—that Baptists, of all men, men who have contended and
suffered for ¢ liberty of conscience’ should seek to put down heretics?”
This was said in the speaker’s hottest and most scathing manner. How
unfair to those of the past, and to them of the present! Those who suffered
and contended for liberty of conscieuce, and were consistent in their con-
tention, refused to be coerced into conformity to men, but wished to be
simply let alone by those not in agreement with them, and to be “ per-
fectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” with
those with whom they were in union-—not in union by merely being
enclosed in some worked-together words, but knit together in love, and
even compacted together, and by that which every member provideth.

Mr. Rogers now addressed himself to Mr. Spurgeon’s view, that a
number of ministers did not believe the fundamental truths of the Gospel
of Christ—men who did not believe Jesus was Saviour and Lord. With
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vehemence, he said this was the most terrible charge that could be flung
in the face of a Christian, and he doubted sometimes whether their friend
could have realised the awful impeachment he had brought against men.
He referred to a card which he believed had been sent by a clergymen, on
which was written certain statements of doctrine, when, with scorn, he
said, “ As thongh I should need to be told that when I have been in the
ministry forty-two years.” He now relaxed in manner, and took up the
subject of deacons and others knowing Shakspere’s plays, and the acting
of those plays better than they did the Bible. For himself, he had never
been to a theatre, and he had very strong feelings about it; yet he thought
he could not blame those who did so, for it came under the “ All things
are lawful for me ”’ that was reiterated, and he said, in the time of Charles
II., the theatre was a concentration of wickedness. A voice cried out, “So
it is now.” In his time he had had to do with many deacons, but never
with one who knew Shakspere’s plays. He thought it was a good thing
that lawn tennis was not known by the Puritans, for had it been it would
now be under the ban of some good people.

This lecture was closed by the announcement that if any wished to ask
questions, if they would meet in one of the committee-rooms, a time might
be arranged for a friendly conference.

So, I contend, Mr. Editor, that Mr. Rogers utterly failed in the side issue-
he raised, which was that of condemning Mr. Spurgeon’s protest. He said the
gage of battle had been thrown down, and they were compelled to take it
up, whereas they had hoped that the great and important changes would
have taken place gradually and have disturbed no one ; also that he did not
deliver lectures according to the subjects set forth by the titles. I may
suppose that those who feel irritated by tbe * protest ” have defended them-
selves by their most effective warrior, and, if so, the solemn charge is not
answered yet.

It would be interesting if some of your correspondents would give us
extracts from the printed works of Independents living in the first half of
the century, and of those of this latter part, and likewise of the Baptists
of the same periods.

We who stand by the Word of God alone may surely rejoice that none
of these conflicts harm us. We can neither lose nor gain. “Having
nothing, yet possessing all things.” Our Association’s vote of thanks to-
Mr. Spurgeon was timely and well done.

Yours in the Gospel, P. W. WILLIAMSON.

A BLOW TO ANTI-CHRIST, BY A D.D.

Sixce Mr. C. H. Spurgeon sounded the alarm trumpet in the ears of the
theological world, 1 have been guided in the course of my daily readings to
Dr. Chalmer’s on the New Testament. His remarks on John’s second
epistle is so forcible and applicable in the warfare against the enemies of
Christ, that I think the doctor’s annotations are worthy of a corner in the:
EABTHEN VEsseL AND Gosper HeraLp. Dr. Chalmers says:—“ How in-
timately love and truth are blended together in this epistle !—we are com-
manded to walk in troth—we are beseeched to love; and_ this love is said:
to lie in our walking after the commandments. And all is here urged on
the ground that error is abroad—error so deadly as to involve in it the
denial of Chbrist, even amounting to its being an Anti-christ. To deny that
Christ came in the flesh is to deny the literal sacrifice made by Him for the
sins of the world, analogous to the denial spoken of by Peter, regarding
those who denied the Lord that bought them. This is a4 damnable heresy ;
and let us mark the reiterated testimony which the Apostle gives as to the
importance of right doctrine, nay, the sanction which he confers, if not on
our hostility to, at least on our alienation from, all those who bring not the



AND GOSPEI, HERALD. 51

right doctrine along with them. With such there should be a suspension
of all intercourse, at least, of all hospitality.”

Doubtless those whose eyes are daubed over with clay will consider the
language of Chalmers most uncharitable for this enlightened age. But we
might hear a sound more startling than Chalmer’s on reading John’s
second epistle. This loving Apostle wrote :— Whosoever transgresseth
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God; if there come
any unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God-speed.”

Unquestionably the Apostle alludes to the substitutionary work of the
dear Redeemer, and the glories that follow.

Hexry E. Saprer, Pastor.
Willingham, Cambs.

“THE UP GRADE.”

‘¢ Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are
digged.” —Isa. li. 1.

Dear MR. Epitor,—Would it not be as well if some thoroughly able user
of the pen would undertake in a regular series of ariicles, in as simple a
manner as possible, to ** Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the
way of the people: cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones;
lift up a standard for the people” (Isa. lxii. 10). It appears clear there
must be a radical change take place before a man can take a step in the
Up Grade. And this change is of such a nature that a man cannot have
undergone it, and be long without some clear ground of hope in God’s
mercy, through Christ. The Apostle Paul saith, ¢ The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolish
unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.” Now if a manhas been hewn out of the quarry of fallen nature,
ordug out of the hole of the pit of natural and actual corruption; or canin
some measure understand spiritual things, so as to beable to judge whether
another speaks according to the teaching of the word of God (1 Pet. iv. 11)
and finds the gospel of Christ attractive to his sou!, he must be able to
perceive a difference in himself to what he once was, when the gospel
message had no attraction for him. Then if this is proved that man by
nature is dead, spiritually dead, what can he know? What can he do
spiritually, before the quickening process has taken place. Does not the
Apostle Paul liken this quickening process to a new creation? As well as
our Lord to a new birth? He says, “ For God who commandeth the light
to shine out of darkness hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” God has
promised that His word shall not 1eturn to Him void. But He has not
delegated His sovereign power to any dealer in unscriptural appeals to
dead sinners, to enable them to beget Him = lot of bastards (Heb.iniV.VS).

THE UP GRADE TRUMPET.

My Dear Broruer Winters.—I am thankful you have been led to blow
the trumpet in Zion, and to sound an alarm on God’s holy mountain.
Like the prophet Jeremiah, you seem to say, “1 am pained at my very
heart. I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the
sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war; destruction upon destruction is
cried, the whole land is spoiled.”” May God still give you, my brother,
wisdom to blow your trumpet, and strength to stand, like the brave, with
your face to the foe. Our Churches and the ministry in the present day
need it. Human nature, in whatever form it is, cannot bear the hammer
of divine truth, nor the faithful blowing of its silver trumpet. The Bible
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is, as you have well said, God's divine standard. An old Christian brother
said to me a few Sundays since, “It would take a waggon and horses to
draw a sinner to God’s house; but when the Holy Spirit works upon his
mind, it will take a good many to draw him away.” In many of our
Churches there is a want of the spirit of discernment. We need, as Paul,
to pray ““that our love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and
all judgment.” Many are forgetting in these days what the noble army
of reformers passed through as the instruments in God's hands of freeing
the hearts and intellects of men from the power of Popes, Cardinals, and
Priests. Wonld that the watchword of Martin Luther were the watchword
sounded from all pulpits and platforms in Christian England to-day,
“ Justification by faith in the Lord Jesus.”

In reading your editorial address, my thoughts went back to that
period in the life of Luther when he was summoned before the Diet of
‘Worms, where over two hundred of the greatest men of the world stood,
and how Luther answered the charges brought against him in the strength
of God. History here raises the veil and shows us how courage and
strength were communicated to this humble and helpless man. Luther’s
prayer uttered on that occasion and printed has been well styled “ One of
the most beautiful documents of history.” The professing Church in
many places has opened her arms to receive the vanities of the world,
which are as opposite to the teachings of the Bible as darkness is to light,
preachers of the Gospel advocating the drama! Thousands of our fellow-
creatures have cursed the hour when first they exposed themselves to the
contamination of the stage. TIbelieve all the evils that can waste property,
corrupt morals, blast reputation, impair health, embitter life, lurk in the
purlieus of the theatre. It clearly shows the low tone of Christianity
when these things are advocated. God help us, for the sake of our
enthroned Lord, to hold fast the Gospel of the grace of God.

Yours very truly in Him we love,

WirLiax Drixor.
Bradfield-St.-George, Suffolk.

THE DOCTRINAL BASIS OF THE STRICT BAPTIST MISSION.

My DEar Sir,—I fully intended to have written you last month to thank
you for your excellent notice in the E. V. & G. H. on the “ Down Grade.”
Mr. Spurgeon is bold in his testimony against many of his brethren
departing from the trnth of God’s Word; but how is it that it has not
occurred to him that he has set the example by departing from the
Scriptural rule in admitting unbaptized persons to the Lord’s table, thus
breaking down the barrier between the Church and the world. The open
communionists are the only ones who trample on the ordinance of baptism!
The State Church, in departing from God’s order in baptism, has done
more to mix the world and the Church than any other body. Your supple-
ment to the “ Down Grade” movement is very good. .

T wrote the above before reading the letter of P. W. W. in the December
number of the E. V. & G. H. I am sorry to say that the doctrinal basis of
the Strict Baptist Mission is not, to my mind, agrecable to New Testament
teaching, and which is as follows: “No. I. The Father, the Word, aud the
Holy Ghost.” We read, “ He that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father
also” (1 Jobnm ii. 23), and if we transpose the words, they imply, “ He that
honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath sent Him ”
(John v. 23).

Yours in much esteem,
Tuos. FEARNLEY.

7, Luther-terrace, Dover.

[TuE clausein the doctrinal basis of the Strict Baptist Mission, to which
our dear brother Mr. Fearnley takes exception, is certainly a Secriptural
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THIS movement, which originated with two friends in the Summer of 1886, has
continued to grow. The foundation was laid in fuith, hope, and works. In fuith,
that it might yield glory to God and good to souls. In /Zope, that the fundamental
truths of the everlasting Gospel might be brought before the minds of those who
do not understand them. In works, by the two mutual friends paying half-a-
crown each for two copies of the Magazine to be sentito the weary, suffering, and
sad, in two of our Hospitals, and praying for the quickening influence of the Holy
Spirit to rest upon the readers of them,

The simple movement has resulted, thus far, in sending the EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GoSPEL HERALD, for the year 1888, to the following places:—Cottage Hospital,
Trowbridge; Reading Room, Whitstable; Herne Union; Infirmary, Hoxton;
Reading Room, Y. M. C. A,, Islington; Watch and Clock Makers’ Alms Houses,
New Southgate; Printers’ Alms Houses, Wood-green; London Hospital; Con-
valescent Home, Swanley Junction; Waltham Abbey Reading Room; five aged
saints (three widows) in different parts of the country, living upon charity, and
unable to buy them; Richmond Free Library; St. Thomas's Hospital; Guy's
Hospital; St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, West Smithfield; Hospital, Public Coffee
House, and Free Library, Saffron Walden (three copies).

Subscriptions for this object have been received from—A Garden Labourer,
4s,; A Friend, Homerton, 2s. 6d.; T. K,, 5s.; F. M., 5s.; Finsbury Post Mark, 2s.; A
Garden Labourer, 4s, (second donation); E. C,, 2s.; A. R., 2s.; E. C., 5s. (second
donation), “who wishes the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD increased
circulation, C. Cornwell, Pastor of Brixton Tabernacle, sends us 10s. ‘“for six
copies of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD monthly, to be distributed
in any place you may think fit.” E. Wagon, 2s. Brother R. C. Bardens, of Cotten-
ham says :—“Send me fourteen copies extra of EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD.” The Lord be praised. A gentleman at Sheffield (Mr. Taylor) says :(—
“I shall put a copy of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD on the table
of each library in the town of Sheffield.” A young lady, signing herself “F. M.,”
writes :—'“I send 5s. for the further circulation of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND
GOsSPEL HERALD. My heart yearns for it to come into the hands of all seekers
after the truth. I have an aged, afflicted mother to whom I read it. I find such
comforting truths written therein.” Messrs. I. Robinson and Sons, of Richmond,
write:—*In answer to your appeal in the December number of EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GOSPEL HERALD, we beg to say that the Magazine is now to be placed in
Richmond Free Library by a member of Salem Chapel.”

We are quite sensible of the fact that this branch of business will, as it con-
tinues to grow, entail a large amount of work, which those of our friends, who
can and will help us, may considerably lighten, if they would purchase one or
more extra copies of the Magazine, and deliver them themselves to the workhouse,
institution, or any place of public resort within their own district. Of all such
movements we should like to be made acquainted, in order that we may publish
the same, so that our friends may know in what places the Magazine is thus freely
distributed. We must again ask those who distribute the EARTHEN VESSEL AND
GosPEL HERALD gratuitously, to cut open each copy of the Magazine, and write
the word “ GRATIS” on the first page of it, or draw a X over it, so as to prevent
any undue use being made of the same.

Mr. W. Winters, Waltham Abbey, Essex; or Mr. John W. Banks, 18, Park-
street, Upper-street, Islington, will receive and disburse anything sent to further
this objeot. Should friends hear of any real spiritual good resulting from the
Jree distribution of our Magazine, we should be greatly pleased to know of it.
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one, if 1 John v.7 (A.V.) is accepted as an inspired passage. John having
mentioned in ver. 6 the testimony of the Spirit, returns (ver. 7) to give us
the whole analogy of the truth of Christianity, which he reduces to two
lernaries of witnesses. The Worp (logos), given in the second person, is
evidently the sameas inJohni.1. In1 John v. 7 the Father and the Spirit
bear testimony to the Somship of Christ; and because of this fact, the
phrase the Word, and not the Son, is here used. The Father bears witness
to the Son; the Word, or logos, bears witness to the Father and the Son.
These three are one in essence, and agree in one testimony that Jesus
Christ, the Son of God (ver. 9), came in the flesh to die for sinners (John
viii, 13—18). If we accept verses 7and 8 (portions of which are omitted
from the R.V.) as genuine, then the doctrinal basis of the Strict Baptist
Mission is perfectly consistent with the whole tenour of truth. The
‘ witness of God” 1n ver. 9 is supposed to have been before appealsd to,
yet if ver. 7 be excluded, that witness is nowhere else mentioned. As the
passage alluded to is not given in the rules of the Strict Baptist Mission
as an extract from 1 John v. 7, we should most decidedly have preferred
seeing the phrase (in Rule 1.) the Son, instead of “the Word,” as it seems
more intelligible to our comprehension. If, however, Mr. Fearnley con-
siders that portion of verses 7 and 8 to be apocrypbal, he is perfectly
justifiable in objecting to Rule I. of the Society's doctrinal basis.—EDITOR. ]

GREAT APOSTACY.
To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD.

My pEAR BrorHER IN THE Lorp,—His love, mercy, and peace, be ever unto
you and your spiritual reader for ever. As there is a very great commotion
here, in the Colonies, over Mr. Spurgeon’s declarations of the apostacy of the
Baptist and Congregational Unions, I think that we should take advan-
tage of the event to establish our people in the truth, and gather up those
who have turned aside to lies, so that they may stand forth with us in the
truth of God. In order to retain these deceived omnes, the apostates have
basely affirmed that Mr. Spurgeon bhas falsified them. This, in
my address in our magazine, I deny, by the following authorities, which
are indisputable. I have, within the last few days, made the following
collection for your Monthly; I believe it will do great service to “our
Gospel” if you will publish it, so that the people may see what
“the Down Grade ” always leads to-——namely, open apostacy:—

TO YOUR READERS— AS DISTINCT FROM—

“But we are bound to give tbanks - And He said, I will hide My face
alway to God for you, brethren beloved from them, I will see what their end
of the Lord, because God hath from the shall be: for they are a very froward
beginning chosen you to salvation  generation, children in whom is no
through sanctification of the Spirit and  faith” (Deut. xxxii. 20).
belief of the truth” (2 Thess. ii. 13).

(1) Here we have distingunishing mercy—but; (2) we have apostolic
gratitude—thanks; (3) we have spiritual relationship-—brethren; (4) we
have divine affection—beloved; (5) we have the cause of the gratitude—
because. This is fourfold: (1) For eternal choice by the Lord—chosen you;
(2) for salvation chosen to it—jfrom the beginning—with means for its
attainment. (1) The sanctification of the Spirit—through 1t (2) the belief
and belief of the truth.

This is the point, bearing upon the present commotion, which it is
necessary that we should understand. The Baptist Union, with the
Congregational Union, affirm, in substance, that there is no need of belief
in the things herein contained, and therefore they have abandoned them.
Mr. Spurgeon has charged them with doing so, and has separated himself
from them, and “ordered new posts to the doors of his fellowship; the
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chain to his communion to be put up, because some, in pretended friend-
ship to him—the Lord’s servant—have robbed his Master of His glory.”

Mr. Webb, on behalf of the Baptist Union, and Dr. Dale, on behalf of
the Congregational Union, says that Mr. Spurgeon is wrong—that this
apostacy has not largely taken place in these Unions. I affirm that Mr.
Webb and Dr. Dale are grossly wrong, and that Mr. Spurgeon is strictly
right in his charges against them. Mr. Spurgeon writes of what he has
seen and heard for years. Mark what he says: “I have seen and heard
the same here, in Messrs. Taylor, Clarke, and others in Melbourne; and
Messrs. Voller, Greenwood, and Taylor, here in Sydney, and others also.
The Union in Melbourne justifies this change; so does the one in Sydney.”

The sayings of Mr. Webb, Dr. Dale, and the Chairmau’s Address for
the Congregational Union in Melbourne, and also the one in Sydney,
proved to be untrue by their own few colleagues who have not apostatised,
with the hosts of the apostates who have departed from the faith in these
last days—all this evidence proves that Mr. Spurgeon has not been mis-
taken. Here is one of their leading ministers pleading only for a tripod—
three things :—

1. The necessity of the new birth.

2. The need of the atonement for sin.

3. That salvation does not reach beyond the grave, into the region of
hell, by offers of mercy there.

This one man’s tripod was rejected, and the apostacy was complete,
with only one protestor. The leaders of these Unions are ashamed of their
departure from the general truth of Christianity, and they seek now to
hide their heads, relative to the protests of Mr. Spurgeon. The Melbourne
chairman said that they did not do away with the substance of the ancient
creeds, but that they re-constructed them, and gave them new expressions.
This is absolutely untrue, for they have discarded them, in tofo, and
defamed them, as if they came from the evil one.

Oh, that Mr. Spurgeon himself had not have commenced the * Down
Grade” by open communion and universal offers and proffers! Here is the
start, and down they go, as by steam. May God, in His mercy, keep us
in the truth, for Jesu's sake.

I remain, my dear Brother, yours in the Lord,
Daxier ALLeN, Pastor.

KEEP CLEAR OF THE WOLF!

Dear Me. Eprror,—I am glad to find by the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
Herarp Mr. Spurgeon and his friends have been aroused from their
slumbers. You will see by the enclosed that while they were sleeping I
was warning the young men of New Church-street, Bermondsey, of the
“Down Grade.”” Thave long seen the deceit and tendency of the “new
theology.” The revolutions of 1848 caused some of the leading minds of
that movement to come into this country, and some of them settled in
Tavistock-place, Russell-square, and tkere commenced educating the
people of this country for revolution. I trust the Strict Baptist Churches
will keep clear of them. But I fear in some of the Churches the thin end
of the wedge is already in. They begin with introducing such childish
things as musical instruments, Improvement in singing, a little more
entertainment, recreation, and amusement, and so work upon the flesh,
till the people walk after the flesh and bring forth the fruits of the flesh.
Dear Mr. Editor, you must keep a sharp look out for “ the wolf in sheep's
clothing ’’ or you will “lose your garments.” They come as a thief, and
if they catch you asleep, they will walk into the E. V. and G. H. and try to
sink it and the captain too.
Yours truly, P. J.
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THE NEW WATFORD
TABERNACLE.
OPENING SERVICES,

Although the weather was very in-
clement on Wednesday, January 4th,
1888, a large body of ministers and
friends gathered together to unite in the
opening services of the new tabernacle,
Derby-road, Watford (Pastor, Mr. 8. T.
Belcher). The Brentford friends mus-
tered thickly, having closed their own
sanctuary in order to be present on this
eventful occasion. The arrangement of
the services was admirable, During the
day no less than ten beloved brethren
gave addresses, and the same number
engaged in solemn public prayer. The
lady friends who gave and served the
provisions, and also beautifully carpeted
and furnished the pastor’s vestry, deserve
our warmest thanks.

After the settlement of Mr. Belcheras
pastor at Watford in March last, the old
Beulah Chapel in Loates-lane was felt
to be wanting in accommodation, and
some nine months ago several energetic
members of the Church seriously con-
sidered the question of the advisability
of erecting a more commodious building,
with the result that at a meeting of the
Church held shortly afterwards it was
resolved to at once collect subscriptions
towards a new chapel. A piece of ground
was secured in Derby-road, and building
operations were commenced in August
last, and from that time to the present,
the work has been vigorously continued
until accomplished. It need scarcely
be pointed out that matters have not
proceeded so far without serious diffi-
culties arising as to financial affairs,
though, on the whole, the Church is to
be congratulated upon having raised the
gross amount of £1,565, against which
there is an expenditure of £2,747, leaving
£1,181 18s, 3d. to be made up, i)ut as there
will be various extras, it is computed
that £1,200 will be reguired, towards
which the sum of £99 7s. 3d. was con-
tributed at the opening services.

Of the building itself sufficient has
been recorded in the county papers, to
which we are indebted for particulars in
this report, and which leaves us no space
for enlargement upon the subject. The
works have been so far carried out by
Messrs. Judge and Eames, builders,
of Watford; Mr, W. H. Syme, architect:
Mr. Tearle executed the stone-work, and
Mr. J. Rogers the warming apparatus.

The first meeting in connection with
the opening proceedings took place at
10.30 on Wednesday morning, when Mr.
8. T. Belcher (pastor) presided. There
was also on the platform Messrs. J. Box,
J. 8. Anderson, F. H, Noyes, and P. W.

Williamson. The meeting was opened
with devotional exercises, led by the
chairman, on the conclusion of which a
hymn was sung, commencing :—
*¢ Dear Shepherd of Thy people here
Thy presence now display.”

Prayer having been offered by Mr
Noyes, and a portion of Scripture read
by the pastor,

Mr. J. S. Anderson heartily congratu-
lated Mr. Belcher and those who were
accustomed to attend his ministry, on
having been enabled by God's help to
erect, and now to assemble in, a place
dedicated to God’s service. When he re-
ceived an invitation to be present that
day, he thought of the following text in
Jer, vi. 16: “ Thus saith the Lord, Stand
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
your souls. But they said, We will not
walk therein.” Itwas said, the speaker
remarked, of the Athenians that they
spent their time in nothing else but
speaking of, hearing about, or seeing,
novelties, and the love of novelty played
an important part in their every-day
life. There were some things that were
new in which they might heartily re-
joice—for instance, that new sanctuary:
but he would seriously advise them not
to become lovers of novelty, though
they ought to be open to the conviction
that a thing was good when it was in-
contestably proved to be so. He had
watched for years the growth in
Churches of @ desire for something to
attract others to their places of worship;
they were not satisfied with the old
paths, He earnestly exhorted those
present to be satisfied with the eternal
truths found in God's Word. without
man’s additions, subtractions. or mani-
festly erroneous interpretations of the
principles of Christianity contained in
its pages.

Mr. J. Box next addressed the meet-
ing, remarking that they had come there
that day to thank God for the past. At
some period more or less remote. a com-
pany of godly persons were found in
Watford banded together and determined
by the grace of (b}od to maintain the
preaching of the true doctrines of salva-
tion, and having been blessed in their
efforts, and their Church removed to
this spot, the present occasion afforded
a suitable opportunity to think upon
that Divine providence which had atten-
ded them throughout. It was this
providence which had induced the
Church to exert itself for the honour
and glory of God, and for the benefit
‘and welfare of their fellow-creaturex.
land by this they had been induced tu
\expend their substance to rear for Him
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whom they loved and served that beauti-
ful tabernacle. And who were they who
worshipped there ! They were Protes-
tants, and that implied that they pro-
tested against something, and that some-
thing was the usurpation by any Church
of Christ's divine rights. by means of
which he was robbed of His prerogatives.
In the early days of Christianity. the
truth=s of the Gospel were held to be
antagonistic to the religion of the times,
and pregnant with such heresies that
those who believed them should, unless
thev recanted. be persecuted even to the
death. Mr, Box ecarnestly advised them
to adhere strictly to the doctrines
taught in the Bible. distinguishing
things that differed. subordinating their
opinions to the teachings of the Holy
Spirit, and from these teachings they
would receive the wherewithal to defeat
the sophistry and erroneous views of the
present day,

A large company partook of dinner
in the vestries of the chapel at one
o'clock. In the afternoon the chair was
again occupied by the pastor, who was
supported by Messrs, Sears, Williamson.
Noves,Squirrell, Lynn. Winters,Rexnolds,
and J. W. Banks. After singing, Mr.
W. Weston offered prayer.

Mr. Philip Rexmnolds then delivered an
interesting address on “Public Worship,”
basing his remarks on Gen. iv. 26: * Then
began men to call on the name of the
Lord,” and in which he pointed out that
there are various essentials to the proper
worshipping of God, but the calling
upon the name of the Lord must ever be
the principal element of true worship.
Some chaypels were built for speculation,
some for parsons, and some for deacons;
but what they had need to remember
was this: that the glorification of man,
if it be brought into connection with
the worship of God. was a horrible sin,
and he was assured that if anything were
done for man's pride blessing would not
rest upon it. Mr. Franklin prayed, and

Mr. W. K. Squirrell next addressed the
meeting on the two distinct and appro-
priate words, FLOCK and BISHOP. Each
letver of these two words was made beau-
tifully toaccord with the occasion of the
gathering. At the conclusion of this
address a tea took place at the old post-
office, when a large number sat down.

In the evening a public meeting was
held; the chair was taken by Mr.J. P,
Barradell. who made many excellent
references, in the course of his introduc-
tory address, to the strong attachment
he felt to the friends at Watford, and
which all present very highly appre-
ciated. At the close of the chairman’s
address, Mr. Goodson offered prayer, and

Mr.Belcher gave an outline of theorigin
of the cause at Watford. He said that 26
vears ago a young man came to live at
Watford. He found there was no place
where he conld worzhip God according to
his usuzl custom. and for a time he wor-
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shipped at the Independent Chapel. A
short time after this two friends offered
to lend him a room for public worship,
if he would conduct the services. This
went on until they were unable to use
the room any longcr, when this young
man opened his own room. A few years
rolled on in this way, during which
time they were supplied with ministers.
At last it was decided, as their number
had increased,thatthey should riseup and
build; the result was that they built the
pretty little chapel Beulah, Time rolled
on, and many changes had taken place,
but God had signaﬁy blessed them; the
result of His blessing had been that last
March it was mooted that there was a
necessity for a new chapel. He could
not then see the necessity for a new
chapel. When he asked the reason he
was told that there were no sittings to
let, and people were continually asking
for them. The subject was first publicly
stated at his recognition service. He
himself was rather tardy about going
into these things before they were strong
enough. However they made ita matter
of earnest prayer, and before the first
public meeting closed, at which there
were only 70 persons, they had got no
less than £300. They could not ask
people to help them until they had
helped themselves. On obtaining that
sum they set to work to build, and they
were now in the house which was only
proposed about eight months ago. Mr.
Belcher also said the number of mem-
bers of the Church were fifty, sixteen of
whom had been added during the last
year by baptism, and they were thankful
to say there were more coming for-
ward. They were Baptists and Strict
Baptists, and their principles were well
known. They recognised no one master,
neither deacon nor pastor, They respec-
ted every man for what he was, and
every man in his own place. He prayed
that the Lord might grant His blessing
and prosper them.

Mr. W. Winters was the next speaker.
In the course of hisaddress, he said that
when he thought of what was the faith
and practice of the Church there, it gave
him great delight to think of how God
had blessed Hig Word in that locality to
necessitate a building of that order. He
rejoiced that the good old truths of the
Gospel wonld be preached there while
their brother (Mr. Belcher) had strength
to do it.

Mr. Harrington then made a state-
ment as to the finances. He said they
had received on the balance in hand of
the building fund of the old chapel
£103 19s.; in donations, £273 16s.; on the
day of laying the memorial stones,
£279 168, 2d.; collecting cards, £135 5s.
5d.; penny weekly subscriptions, £15
14s.; the service of song realised, £7
124, 6d.; from the family collecting
boxes, £3 1Gs. 6d.; the 1s, weekly sub-
scriptions, £2 3s, 6d.; Sunday-school
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boxes, £2 16s. 5d.; chapel box, £1 0s.3d.;
promised donations, £1881s.; sale of the
old chapel, £550; making a total of
L1565 1. 9d. The expenses were as
follows:—Purchase of land, .£550; the
building contract, £1,997; architecfs and
incidental expenses with extras, about
£200; making a total of £2,747. which,
deducting the receipts, left a balance to
be made up of about £1,200.

Mr. J. H. Lynn followed with an ex-
cellent speech, based upon Jeremiah’s
glad experience, “I have found Thy
words and did eat them, and Thy Word
was unto me joy and rejoicing to my
heart.,” e said that there should be
joy in the house of God, and he was glad
that those there would praise Him.
Some people had an idea that misery and
saintliness were wedded; it was no such
thing, He knew that the Lord said,
“In the world ye shall have tribula-
tion;” but He further said, “Be of
good cheer.” He had overcome the
world, and they were to rejoice in that
fact. Referring to the differences of
denominations, ie said all creeds and
religious beliefs should be based upon
the Word of God, and should be in strict
accordance with that Word. The apostle
said that God had magnified His Word
above His name; that might sound
strange, but it was nevertheless a fact;
and if God had magnified His Word above
His name, surely men ought to magnify
it above all other things, It was patent
that all men had not a clear interpre-
tation of the meaning of the words.
Some people were apt to make too much
of their experiences; they ought not to
do so, as they were in many cases a cause
rather than a consequence, and it would
be found that they did not agree with
the Word of God. The arguments used
by persons who tried to make the Bible
prove what it did not. were arguments
used to their own destruction; they
wrested and bent the words of the Bible
iuto meanings of their own, and they
did so to their own condemnation.

Mr. R. E. Sears followed with an
address upon “Crowns of glory,” and
in the course of his remarks he said
that there were crowns of glory awaiting
them, He then quoted the story of the
sentinel found at the gate of Pompeii,
who had to choose between death and
dishonour; he said those assembled
there knew not what was before them,
the day might come when they would
have to choose between death and dis-
honour, and then what would be their
choice? He hoped that the Lord would
grant that they would choose death
rather than be disloyal to their Master,
because if they died, they would receive
a crown of glory and the “well done
gnod and faithfnl servant of the
Lord.”

A hearty vote of thanks to the minis-
ters who had come down to nssist at the
meeting was proposed by Mr. Belcher
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and seconded by Mr. Noyes, and the
meeting terminated with the Doxology.
On the following Lord’s-day good con-
gregations attended the services: ser-
mons were preached by the pastor, M.
S. T. Belcher. Several candidates are
coming forward to join the Church,
To God be all the glory. Amen—ED.

WOOBURN GREEN.—~The best New
Year's meeting realized for many years
was that held on Jan. 9th, Mr. W,
Winters preached in the afternoon. A
good company sat down to tea. after
which the friends, keeping their seats,
brother John Dulley, deacon, was urged
to preside at the children’'s meeting held
between five and six o'clock, when. after
a few words of introduction. several
scholars, under the training of brother
W. Tidbury, recited select pieces in an
excellent and praiseworthy manner.
Anthems were also very efficiently ren-
dered by Mr. Alyff and his worthy lictle
son. with the choir. At six o'clock Mr.
W. Winters, in the regretful absence of
Mr. R. Collins, of Wycombe, occupied
the chair, and read a letter from Mr,
Collins to Mr. Tilbury. expressing his
sorrow in not being able to attend the
meeting, but sent a donation. Brother
Collins has since departed this life.
Prayer was offered by brother Tilbury.
Most excellent Gospel addresses were
delivered by brother W. E. Palmer. of
Wycombe; brother Tilbury, who is sup-
plying the pulpit on probation, and that
too in a very acceptable way: and bro-
ther Ives, who often supplied the pulpic
with acceptance in days past. Brother
Dulley gave a few closing words of
thanks to the friends who had =o kindly
helped them on the occasion. We sin-
cerely thank our brother Dulley for his
personal kindness to us. Brother
Francis, the Misses Howard. and friends
from Wycombe were present. Praisethe
Lord!—ED.

CHATHAM. — New Year's =ervices
were held at Enon, Nelson-rd., ou Lord's-
day, and Monday, January 3th and 9th.
On Lord’s-day, Brother E. Langford
preached with considerable enlargement
of soul: in the morning from Nehem. ix.
5; evening, Heb. x. 35. The word was
seasonable and savoury. On Monday
afternoon, Brother R. E. Sears came to
us the first time, and preached sweetly
of Jesus, his text being Psa. xiv, 13—15,
After tea, the public meeting took place:
Brother Langford taking as his theme
the Christian’s expectations: Brother
Sears, the faithfulness of God: and
Brother F. Shaw (our old friend) con-
cluded with speaking of the blessed
declaration: “ We know that all things
work together for good to them that
love God,” &c. We return our sincerc
thanks to all kind friends who have
assisted in reducing the debt on_our
chapel, which now stands at £75.—J. C,
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MR. H. F. DOLL'S ARRIVAL AT
MAD

S.

( Letter to the Seerctary of the Striet
Baptist Aission).

MY DEAR BROTHER BRISCOE,—You are
aware that I left London at 11 a.m.. on
November 11th, 1887, with Sister and
Brother I. R. Wakelin, as my com-
panions as far as Dover. To both of
them my best thanks are due. Arrived
at Dover. 1 o’clock noon. 1embarked at
once on the Channel steamer * Victoria,”
and reached Calais at 3 p.m. Left Calals
by train at 3.20: crossed over France and
Switzerland (the sight of the snow-
covered Alps was picturesqueand poetic)
and Italy. Arrived at Brindisi at mid-
night of the 13th. and went at once on
board the P. & O. steamship “ Gwalior.”
At the dawn of the 14th, the “ Gwalior”
left Brindisi for Alexandria. We had a
very pleasant and fine time of it for
three dayvs in the Mediterranean Sea.
Arrived at Alexandria at 6 o’'clock in the
morning of the 17th. Left Alexandria
by the Egyptian railway (which is 240
miles in length) at 11 a.m., and arrived
at Suez at 10 p.m., when we went imme-
‘diately on board the “Nizam,” which
had to remain at Suez for the steamship
“Pekin” from London, which had pas-
sengers to Bombay to be conveyed
thither by the “Nizam:” while the
“Pekin” was bound for Colombo,
Madras. and Calcutta. Left Suez about
midnight of 18th. In the Red Sea we
had to encounter some very strong head
winds and under currents, which served
to make the passengers very “ seedy ' for
three daxs. Arrived at Aden at 1.30 on
the afternoon of the 23rd. Left Aden
for Bombay at 6.30 in the evening, and
arrived at Bombay at 5 p.m. on the
29th. Staved at Bombay that night, and
left by mail train of G. I. P. Railway
Company at 2 o’clock in the afternoon
of 30th. and reached Madras at 6 o'olock
on the morning of December 2nd, 1887.
I found my beloved wife (who was ill
for a week after I left Madras) and
family in good health, and my youngest
son (who had been very ill of typhoid
fever) quite well again. O, bless and
praise the Lord with me; His loving-
kindness. oh, how great!

I take this opportunity of again thank-
ing every member of the Committee, the
Secretaries, and all our ministerial breth-
ren. deacons, and all the brethren and
sisters of our Churches, with whom I
have met, for the care, attention, love,
sympathy, and hospitality 1 received
from them during my visit to England.
I shall always recollect with pride and
very great pleasure the time I spent in
England, and the kind and loving words
spoken and deeds done to me. Without
the assistance of the Committee, the
delegates, and the dear brethren and
sisters in Christ, it would have been
impossible for me to do what I done. I
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am happy to think that there never has
been an occasion on which there has been
the slightest unpleasantness manifest.
All has been love, peace, unity, concord,
brotherly love and sympathy. This was
a happy memory to carry with me. I
feel like a giant made strong with new
wine. Praise and blessing to the Lord
for journeving mercies. Farewell. God
bless and cause His face to shine upon
you all.
Yours affectionately in the Lord,
H. . DoLL.
Madras, December 7th, 1887,

PLYMOUTH.—TrINITY.—The aspect
of the cause here. under the faithful
ministry of our brother F. Green, is
brighter and better than when he first
resided in their midst. When he came
there were about six persons in the
gallery, which will hold 300 or more, and
in the body of the chapelabout 30. Now
40 and upwards sit in the gallery, and a
corresponding number occupy other
parts of the chapel. The friends gave
their pastor. Mr. Green, a present of £11.
This expression of kindness he feels to
be encouraging. The Lord bless and
prosper the friends at Trinity and their
beloved pastor, prays—A FOLLOWER OF
THE LORD.

SOUND TRACTS.——(Answer to
“H.F.” page 31). Ihavenotfound any
great difficulty myself in obtainin,
tracts of truth; at the same time, I fee
sure there is much scope for facilitatin
the knowledge and supply of sound,
simple, and attractive literature in the
form of tracts, as also there is much room
for a larger supply. To meet all this
nothing could be more desirable than the
institution of a ‘ Strict Baptist Tract
Society.” which I should be most happy
to help support, in union, doubtless, with
many others. The presenceof erroneous
and unsuitable reading, even amongst
our own community in the form of
tracts, has inclined me to write thus;
and as we live in a rcading age, the
matter is worthy of our interest and
sympathy. Above all, we heartily wish
for the Bible more prorminence; next to
that. literature in agreement with its
teaching, and to make both more in-
structive and profitable; next to God’s
blessing, a little more thinking upon
what we read.—B. J. NORTHFIELD, Had-
leigh, Suffolk.

WALTHAM ABBEY.— EBENEZER.
—A New Year's meeting (preceded by a
tea) was held on Jan. 5th, the pastor
presiding., Short addresses, interspersed
with reading, singing and nrayer, were
given by Brethren Wild, Hewitt,
Saville, Cootes, Lawrence, and others,
The service was the hest of the kind
ever held in Ebenezer Chapel, Waltham
Abbey. “The Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad.”
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FREE DISTRIBUTION OF THE
“EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOS-
PEL HERALD"” IN SHEFFIELD.

DEAR MR. EDITOR—I read the
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GosPEL HERALD
with great pleasure. Your decided stand
for the Gospel of God as given to us by
the Lord from heaven and His inspired
Apostles, to my mind isan omen of good,
and a blessing to our Churches. May
God bless you and speed you in your
faithful work of testimony for Him
and His word in these loose times of
heresy and schism.

I have decided to lay a number of
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD
in each of our libraries in Shefficld for
the next twelve months, if spared to do so.
I would suggest that some friend in
every town in England where our
people take the magazine do the same.
Will you permit this suggestion to be
laid before our people?

I am, yours faithfully,
J. TAYLOR.

376, Langsett-road, Sheffield.

RECOGNITION OF PASTOR W.
ROWTON PARKER, OF CROWLE,
DONCASTER.

On December 16, 1887, a public tea was
provided in the scimol—ro,om, to which a
goodly number sat down. In the even-
ing of the same day a public recognition
took place in the Chapel. The chair
was taken at seven o'clock, by Mr.
‘Chamberlain, of Crowle. The service
was opened with the hymn, “Kindred
in Christ,” &c., after which a_ soul-
moving prayer was offered by Mr, J.
Stuttard, a former pastor. After a few
introductory remarks by the chairman,
he called upon the deacons to state their
reasons for giving a call to the pastor
elect., Mr. Sinclair responded, giving
some details of the way in which the
Churoh had been led to the conclusion
that Mr. Parker had been sent among
them by the Lord Himself, of the happy
seasons spent under his ministry, durin
the timelile had served the Church, an
the pleasure they felt that day in thus
publicly sealing the compact.

The pastor was then called upon to
state his reasons for accepting the call,
which he did in a few plain and forceful
words, and then proceeded to declare
the cardinal points of his faith in some-
what the following manner. I am not
asked to give any declaration of faith,
or to state in any sense my doctrinal
views. I would, however, not upon any
consideration, sail under a false flag, nor
would I, in the least degree, shirk my
Ermciples, or in any way betray my

ord, who has put me in the ministry—
nay, God forbid! that I should ever fail
to declare plainly the doctrines of grace
and to defend them in the face of all

opposition, I hold the dootrines of
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grace, pure and simple—i.c., I helieve in
the utter ruin of man by the fall; in
full and complete redemption by the
shed blood of our precious Lord Jesus
Christ, who offered Himgelf as a subasti-
tutionary and expiatory sacrifice for Hig
chosenrpeople. I believe in the entire
and perfect regeneration of guilty souls
by the Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven, and which is described in divine
truth as the new hirth unto righteous-
ness. I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
as the Son of God; begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
and yet, none the less truly, Man. Yea,
and in this complex nature of His
divinely-human Person, I find sweet
comfort and abiding strength. But
though He be truly Man, yet He is, at
the same time, as truly God—co-equal
and co-eternal with the Father; “full of
race and truth.” God to create and
od to redeem ; man to suffer and God
tosave, Ah! yes. If Christ be not God,
then I have no Saviour; I am “without
God and without hope in the world.”
If He be not divine, then I must be
damned, there is no possible alternative,
If His blood does not atone for my sin.
and wash away my stains, then I am for
ever undone, and must sink into ever-
lasting despair, past all retrieving.
Hear me, my friends, when I say, with-
out this there is no possible salvation
for any living soul. Well, now, I trust
I have made myself understood, so far.
But further, I believe in God's electing
love, forekmowledge and free and
sovereign grace. I believe in personal
and particular redemption. The blood
of Christ could not be shed in vain: ““all
that the Father giveth Him shall come
to Him, andthey who come He will in
no wise cast out.” I believe also in
effectual calling,and in thefinal persever-
ance of the saints. Every true believer
saved by Christ. and inwrought by the
Holy Ghost. is “kept by the power of
God unto salvation, ready to be revealed
in the last times.” Whom He loves, He
loves to the end. His salvation is an
everlasting salvation: and I rejoice very
greatly in the fulness and freeness of
the Gospel of grace. Itismy consuming
desire to fulfil my Lord’s commission,
and preach the Gospel of His rich grace
and electing love to every creature,
leaving it for the Holy Ghost to apply
the blessed truth as and where He will,
Let every Christian be sure of this, that
in-so-far as they follow Christ and seek
His glory, they will find in me a friend
and brother, ready to sympathise, if
even I cannot help; and I trust, that in
every good work that has for its object
the amelioration of the woes of men, or
the glory of God, I shall ever be ready
to bear my humble part. I lay claim to
no unusual abilities, no special powers,
no flight of scientific thought, or
brilliant achievements, hut I am a man
and a brother, a Christian and a scrvant
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(by the grace of God), of our adorable
Lord Jesus Christ, and as such I desire
to live and labour amongst you till the
Master calls me home, or bids me go
hence.

Varions addresses followed. Mr, J.
Birkett spoke some glowing words on
Vital Godliness. Mr. Jones expressed a
few stirring thoughts on the obligations
and responsibilities of the Christian
ministry. After which. Mr. J. Le Gas-
sic. M A., said a few brief words, and
Mr. J. Stuttard gave the closing speech.
A hymn was sung, and the benediction
pronounced : so closed a most stirring
and soul-melting meeting.

A coffee supper had been provided,
and was waiting in the school-room, to
which a number sat down. Altogether,
the services were most inspiring and
helpful. “ Praise God from whom all
blessings flow.”

CLAPHAM JUNCTION.—PRroVI-
DENCE.—On Boxing-day a service and
public meeting were held. Sermon in
the afternoon by Brother E. Mitchell,
based upon Mark iv. 35. A sound and
encouraging discourse. A good com-
panv sat down to tea. At the public
meeting in the evening, Brother G.
Appleton. deacon, and superintendent of
our Sunday-school, presided. Brother
Evans gave some good wholesome advice
on Divine providence, and exhorted all
in Church fellowship to support, en-
courage and uphold each other. Bro.
Mivchell followed with the words,
“ Give ve them to.eat,” and spoke of the
solemnity and great importance of the
work of the ministry, the necessity of
divine and almighty power for feeding
the multitude. Brother Parnell spoke
from the words, * Talk ye of all His
wondrous works,” and Brother Cope-
land followed with some very acceptable
remarks on the analogy between growth
in things natural and things spiritual.
Financially, the meeting was desired to
raise the sum of £15 to complete repay-
ment of the first loan on the chapel, and
the collections, with the donations of
some friends, realised the amount. Our
indebtedness is regularly and perceptibly
diminishing, and we hope the time is
not far distant when we shall be able to
invite all our friends to rejoice with us
in our entire freedom from it.—G. C.

NORBITON.— Ziox CHAPEL.—New
Year’s services were held on Jan. 2nd,
two sermons—afternoon and evening—
were preached by Mr., W. Winters.
Considering the very inclement day,
there were a good company of friends
at both services, more than at the tea.
Brethren Wood, of Claygate. and Turner,
of Ripley, were present. Bro. Stevens,
deacon, and his friends, with the lady
helpers, did good service on the occasion.
Praise the Lord!
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THE TIME OF CHRIST'S TRIAL BY
PILATE AND HEROD.

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESEREI
AND GOSPEL HERALD.

DEAR S1R,—I caught sight of Mr, S.
Hall’s note on page 29 as I was cuttin
open the magazine. I do not think 1t
18 necessary to apportion in a more
definite manner than the evangelists
have done, the time occupied in the
Journeying to and from Herod and
back to Pilate’'s judgment-seat. The
account may be seen in Luke xxiii., and
if compared with the other evangelists
it will be found thatthe chief priests be-
gan this business as soon as it was pos-
sible in the morning—perhaps we should
now say as soon as the court was
open—and that judgment, or the sen-
tence, was pronounced about noon (Jno.
xviil. 28, and xix. 14).

The passion week this year occurs
exactly the same as in the year A.D. 31.
And the true full moon is on the same
day of the month, Tuesday, 27th of
March, and the true time is, I believe,
within four hours of the same time as
in the year A.D. 31. So that, if those
who wish to get a thorough understand-
ing of this matter will take their testa-
ments in hand, and begin with our
Lord's journey up to Jerusalem (Matt.
xx, 17, Mark x. 32, Luke xviii. 31),and
trace out every day according to the
order indicated in the previous article,
they will never need the aid of a Doctor
in Divinity to help them.

J. WESLEY,

21, Stoughton-street, Leicester.

WHO WAS CAIN'S WIFE?

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GOSPEL HERALD.

DEAR SIR,—Some short time since I
heard a lecture upon the Bible, and dur-
ing his remarks the lecturer said, “ This
present world existed hundreds and
thousands of years before what we call
the beginning;” and he went on to
attempt to ““ prove it” by the followin,
assertion: “‘ Cain went into the land o
Nod, and took a wife,’ when there was
not another woman upon the earth but
his own mother!”

As Arminians and infidels have often
put the taunting question, “ Who was
Cain's wife?" I think my thoughts upon
the subject might be acceptable to—at
least—some of your readers. And the
first problem is, how long was it after
Adam was created when Cain took a
wife! Some say 300 years, others 250,
others 225, others 200; but without dis-
cussing any of these dates, I will take
the lowest, which is given by Bishop
Usher at 125 years. The next question
is, how many people would be born in
125 years?

Let the reader consult Gen. xli,, Num,
i. and xxvi. chapters, and take Manas-
seh for an example,and 254 years after
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he was born his fighting men were
52,700, and 32,200 had died 1n the desert,
making a total born to Manasseh o
112.500; then taking the fighting men
to be one-sixth, the family of Manasseh
increased in 250 years to 677,600!

From the time of Adam’s creation to
the marriage of Cain was 125 years, just
one-half tEe time from the birth of
Manasseh to the time he entered Canaan,
80 that if Adam only increased as fast
as Manasseh, there would not be less
than 338,800 people on earth when Cain
married. Again, allowing 21 years for
Manasseh’s non-age, this would increase
the inhabitants of the world to 341,466,
Again, allowing for the children of

anasseh who were slain by Pharaoh,
and also for the slow increase in the
wilderness, caused by the death of 32,200,
there must then have been half-a-mil-
lion of people upon earth when Cain
took a wife.

These are not mere conjectures, for
I have not chosen the tribe of Manasseh
because this tribe increased faster than
others, but to show the recklessness of
men who make assertions for which
there is not the least foundation in the
‘Word of God.

God-speed the VESSEL, bless the
Editor, and edify the readers. Amen,

C. CORNWELL.

Brixton Tabernacle.

BIBLE COMMANDS ADDRESSED
TO CHARACTER.

DEAR MR. WINTERS,—We two aged
ones opened the EARTHEN VESSEL AND
GOSPEL HERALD last evening and read
with great interest your opening ad-
dress, as well as that of Mr. Shepherd’s;
and it did rejoice our very hearts for
such blessed out-spoken truth. Doubt-
less you will have a flood of abuse for
this faithful protest against the
wretched stuff that passes for Gospel in
these our days of “ Down-gradeism.”

It occurs to my mind that Mr. C. H. 8.
once said to this effect: * Some say that
the promises and invitations of the Gos-
pel are to character, ‘Come unto Me all
}'e that labour and are heavy laden and

will give you rest.’ Yes, true, and it
also speaks o no character, ‘ Whosoever
cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast
out.’” And there left it. Part of truth
presented, with the other part fitting left
out, viz., “No man can come unto Me
except the Father which hath sent Me
draw him,” &c., and that with the
cords of covenant love. It did at once
seem to me as I listened to it, puttin,
into the Word some “ wood, hay, a.ng
stubble.”

May you find grace and strength to
both ‘stand and withstand in this evil
day of such extensive departure from
the pure truths that are dearer than
life to our souls.

WILLIAM HARRODINE.
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STRATFORD.—The third annual
meeting of the Gospel Band was held at
Gurney-road, on January 12; 130 friends
sat down to tea at six o’clock, in the
schoolroom; a much larger meetin
being held afterwards in the cha.pe?y
Eresided over by the pastor, Mr. J. Hunt

ynn, when addresses were given by the

astor, and brethren P. Young, E. R. S.

orter, G. Crouch, M. Cannings, A. G.
Gray, A. Haines, A. W, Davies. and F.
Lee. After a ﬁappy and profitable
evem'nf, the Motto Cards for the year
were distributed. The objects of the
Band are, to afford young Christians
additional means of spiritual strength
by mutual association; to give en-
couragement and sympathy in health
and sickness, and by study of the Word
of God and by prayer, to build them up
in the faith; also to encourage those
who have not confessed the Lord Jesus,
to “ Search the Scriptures with us,” that
the latter may, on approval, be enrolled
as associates; and if, through the grace
of God, some are brought into Church
membership (on a confession of faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and baptism), be-
come members. During the year four
associates have been thus transferred,
It is one of the chief aims of the Gospel
Band to watch over the elder scholars
of our Sunday-school, also to encourage
young disciples to testify to sinners rouud
of the Saviour’s love, their testimony of
course being voluntary. The meetings
are of a strictly religious character, and
the divine Spirit's presence has often
made them ““a very Bethel to our souls.”
Our prayer meetings are the largest
gathering, The meetings are well at-
tended, and we are pleased to record an
increase of forty-five on the Band book
during 1887. During the year a “Tract
Table” has been instituted, and we hope
that these silent messengers may bring
much honour and glory to His dear
name. We trust, soon, to see the “*Tract
Table” furnished partly, if not wholly,
with tracts written by members of the
Gospel Band.—E. E. G.

GRANTHAM.—There is a sister in the
faith connected with the Calvinist
chapel, Castlegate, whose history is in-
deed surprising. In August last year
she attained the one hundredth year of
her age, and the eighty-second year of
her walk as a truly converted soul!
Change of heart at the age of eighteen
was part of a very clear and interesting
account which she is now able to give.

BERKHAMSTEAD.—New Year ser-
vices were held in the Assembly Rooms,
on Jan. 2nd. Mr. W. H. Lee, of Bow,
preached well on the occasion. Brother
Shipton, who has ministered to the
people here for many years, has recently
met with a serious accident. The Lord
graciously raise him up and revive the
cause, prays—S. KENDALL.
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THE PRESERVATION
LORD'S DAY,
Lo the Editor of the EARTBEN VESSEL
AXD GOSPEL HERALD.

DEAR MR. WINTERS,—I send you the
address of the Lord's-day Society, just
issued, in which T feel much interest.
Verily the Sabbath is being trampled on
and despised, and even Christian people
are not altogether blameless on the
matter—witness the Sunday riding by
members of our Churches,

*Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord.”

Yours f:‘aithfully,
WnM. JACKSON,

[The continued thirst for Lord's-day
amusements and the sale of intoxicating
liquors is a standing disgrace to Protest-
ant England. From the Daily News of
December 16th, 1887, as given in the
report of the Lord's-day Preservation
Society, we gather that 500,000 persons
are employed in the trade in Sunday
amusements! * Theabove figures donot
include the immense number of persons
employed at Museums, Picture Galleries,
Public Libraries, Reading Rooms, Clubs,
neither do they include the persons who
are indirectly employed by those who go
to Amusements, such as Railway Caﬁ),
Omnibus Men, Refreshment ouse
Keepers, Police, etc.” This is grievous
beyond measure., The Lord speedily
deliver our country from the thraldom
of Satan.—ED.]

WARE, HERTS.—New Year's meet-
ing on January 11, Notwithstanding
the very fog evening, the service was
well atten The meeting opened
with singing. Brother Pavey engaged
in prayer. 'The pastor, Mr. John Samp-
ford, presided, and spoke of the power
of the Gospel in saving sinners. Brother
R. Bowles spoke well on ** Come with us,
and we will do thee good.” The happy
meeting terminated with singing and
the benediction.—A LOVER OF ZION.

DUNSTABLE.—On Jannary 10, the
New Year's services were held. r. G.
W. Thomas, of Tring, preached a soul-
stirring discourse, After tea there was
a well-attended public meeting. Pastor
A_E. Realff, having now entered upon
his third year of ministry in Dunstable,
stated that numerically and financially
the Church was in a satisfactory con-
dition; that the congregations had in-
creased, both on the Lord’s-day and at
the week-evening lecture; that some
encouragement had been received in the
form of additions to the Church, though
not to the extent that he hoped and
desired; and that many testimonies had
been given as to the acceptability and
helpfulness of the word. Mr. Thomas
followed in a speech full of energy and
Christian affection, which he concluded
by reading the following short address
just handed to him :—“A small New

OF THE

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

Year's gift, presented by the members
of the Sewing Society and other friends,
to Mr. Real 8 their pastor, whom they
esteemn very highly in love for his work's
sake.” With fhis Mr., Thomas handed
to him a neat packet conta.inini £7 108,
in gold. Mr. Mitchenall, of Leighton
Buzzard, and Mr. Holland, senior deacon,
then addressed the meetinﬁ. The ool-
lections for the cause more than equalled
those of previous and simnilar occasions.
Let us thank God and take courage.

GREAT ALIE - STREET. — We are
greally obliged to Mr. C. Burt Banks,
son of the late Mr. C. W. Banks, for the
following interesting note which ap-
peared in the City Press for Wednesday,
January 11, 1888:—“ On Sunday morning
I looked in_at Zoar Chapel, Great
Alie-street, How circumstances have
changed! About forty years ago Mr.
Bayley was the minister, and was in the
height of his popularity. When Mr.
Bayley passed away, the pulpit was sup-
plied with various celebrities of the
Calvinistic school. These included Mr,
Philpot (who had seceded from the
Church of EnglandkMr. ‘Warburton (of
Trowbridge), Mr. Kershaw (of Roch-
dale), and . Gadsby (of Manchester).
The preachers were very original and
quaint. When these celebrities passed
away the managers looked about for a
stated minister. and about six years ago
Mr. Ashdown was elected to the pastor-
ate. This gentleman is a fair repre-
sentative of the race of preachers who
supplied the pulpit in the past. Heisa
countryman, with a very marked pro-
vincialism, and he does not make any
pretension to educational advantages.
There is still a fair congregation attend-
ing Zoar, but it is nothing in comparison
with that of bygone days. The doctrinal
views and practice of the Church remain
unsullied.”

REDBOURN.—On_ Monday, 9th, the
members and friends of Mount Zion
Baptist Meeting Room held their annual
New Year's tea. A sermon was preached
in the afternoon by Mr. Wood, of Great
Berkhampstead, from Psalm cxxxiii, 1.
After the tea the annual entertainment.
of the Sunday-school was held, bein
this year amalﬁamated with the genera
tea meeting. Recitations were given by
the scholars, and singing was indulged
in by the whole of the company, present.

ST. ALBANS.—BETHEL CHAPEL.—
On Wednesday, 12th, the annual tea, in
connection with the Sunday-school, took
place. A substantial tea was provided,
to which about sixty persons sat down.
After tea dialogues and recitations were
given, interspersed with music. The
chair was occupied by Mr., C. J. Burrows,
who gave a short address. The meeting
concluded about nine o'clock, the pro-
ceedings having been very enjoyable.
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KILBURN VALE.—The ninth anni-
versary scrvices of Ebenezer Baptist
Chapel were held on Lord’s-day, Jan.
8th, the sermons being preached by the
pastor, Mr. W, Wileman, our dear pastor
being greatly blessed and helped of God
at both times., On the following Tues-
day public services were held, the sermon
in the afternoon being delivered by
Mr. Shepherd. There was a very good
attendance. After tea, the evening
meeting was commenceé, the pastor in
the chair. The following ministerial
brethren were present:—Brethren Tay-
lor, Copeland, Wilmshurst, Burbridge,
and Adams, who each addressed the
friends present. The friends first of all
sang the 1020th hymn (Denham’s Selec-
tion), after which our pastor read a
portion of God's Word from Rev. vii,
9 to end. Our brother Taylor engaged
in prayer. Our pastor then made a few
remarks relative to the proceedings of
the evening, and called upon the secre-
tary to rea his report, which was highly
satisfactory in all respects save that of
a financial character; but in this the
Lord appeared for our help. Brother
Copeland spoke a few words to the
friends, and moved the adoption of the
report. Our brother was led to speak
of thefeelings of the Christian in regard
to the things of God pertaining to our
future state. and those of the worldling
in regard to heaven and hell, and to draw
a blessed contrast- between the two
classes. He spoke of the evidences of
the child of God to the same, under the
following heads: 1st, their title; 2nd,
their character; 3rd, their meekness.
Hymn 470 was then sung, after which
our pastor called upon brother Wilms-
hurst to speak to those present, and to
propose that the report be adopted.
Our brother first spoke of his relations
with our pastor in the Sabbath-school,
both having worked together there. He
then moved that the report be adopted
by the friends present; then a few
words in regard to the debt, after which
he said that it was his intention to speak
from the words, “ It may be that the
Lord will work for us,” under the three
following heads: 1st, the language of
the children of God under all trial; 2nd,
the utter worthlessness of self, and the
strength given for the battle; 3rd, the
victory over his enemies, and our
heavenly Father's promisesare the same
now as ever, s0 may your faith, like
Jonathan’s, during the coming year rise
and say, “It may be that the Lord will
work for us.” Brother Burbridge was
next called upon to speak, which he did
from the words of Isaiah xxxviii. Our
pastor made an earnest appeal to those
present in regard to the debt. It origin-
ally stood in the sum of £20 14s. due to
the treasurer. The Lord has been very
good to usin this respeoct. The collec-
tions on Sunday amounted to £4 7s. 6d.,
on Tuesday afternoon to £4, thusleaving
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a halance of £12 6s, 6d. to he made up in
theevening. The collection having heen
made, it was found to be £6 13s. 9., still
leaving a balance of £5 123 9d. Our
pastor then thanked the friends for their
goodness, and spoke of the remainder
of the debt. While he was doing thisa
note was passed from a friend to the
effect that he would give the £5 if the
other 12s. 9d. could be made up. This
was speedily done, and a halance to the
good left. This we feel is a direct
answer to prayer. Brother Adams then
spoke a few words from Psa. cxviii. 25.
Another hymn having been sung, the
doxology being added, our pastor closed
with prayer and the benediction. The
meeting was indeed a time of great
blessing from the hand of our heavenly
Father. On Thursday, the 12th instant,
the annual winter treat was given to the
children of the Sabbath-school in con-
nection with the above., About 120
children and a good number of parents
sat down to a capital tea, after which
prizes were distributed by the pastor to
the elder boys and girls, accompanying
each prize with a suitable remark, after-
ward giving an address to the parents
and children, which was most atten-
tively listened to.—G. H. SAVILL.

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK.—At a
Church meeting, held October 2nd, Mr.
E. Haddock, formerly pastor at Sommer-
sham, was unanimously chosen pastor,
having previously supplied for a few
months with a view to the pastorate.
A special service for prayer and thanks-
giving was held on the last evening of
the old year, presided over by the pastor,
which was well attended and much en-
joyed. We began the New Year with
prayer at nine o’clock a.m., a goodly
number being present, which was fol-
lowed by the usual preaching services
at 10.30a.m.. 2.15 and 6.30 p.m. “ Praise
God from all blessings flow!”

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL.
AND GosPEL HERALD.

DeAR SIRr,—I beg to enclose 49 cents.
(24 pence), the yearly subscription for
Mrs. George D. Smith, Brantford Post-
office, Canada, to whom please send the
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GosSPEL HERALD
for one year from September lst, when
the last year's subscription expired.

Mrs. Smith, whose maiden name was
Emma Wells, was baptized in England
by Mr. John Jull when he was pastor at
Ryarsh. She was ten years in this
country before she found out the Old
Baptists, who preach the same truth as
she was accustomed to hear in England.
They are few and far between in Canada.
ﬁ;‘incipally located in Kent, Elgin, and

iddlesex counties in this province,
Ontario. The other Baptists are of the
Arminian stamp, and are quite nume-
rous. They are “* Strict Baptists,” so far
as Communion is concerned, but their
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reaching is similar to that of the

Tethodists, excepting on the subject of
‘ falling from grace.” 1 noticed in the
EARTHEN VESSEL a letter from Mr,
‘Graham. of New York, complaining of
the absence of Gospel preaching in his
city. There are, I believe, two places of
truth in that city under the name of
* 0ld School or Primitive Baptists,” of
which your agent there, Mr, Axford, is
acquainted.

I take the liberty of sending you one
of the papers published in the interests
of the *"Old School Baptists” of
America. the “Signs of the Times,”
which. with the Old Baptists of Canada,
are known by the name of “ Covenanted
Particular Baptists,” and whose
language the real genuine Strict Bap-
tists. who come out here from England,
have no difficulty in understanding.

Yours truly,
JoHN A, LEITCH,

Brantford. Canada.

[The Christian paper, ** Signs of the
Times.” we much admire. The Lord
bless His own truth in Canada. We
shall be glad to hear from you at any

time. Sincere thanks for all favours.
—ED.]
POULNER, XNEAR RINGWOOD

HANTS.—New Year's Day was a time of
refreshing from the presence of the Lord
to our souls. One of theLord’s children
was enabled to make the good confes-
sion. and to go “on his way rejoicing.”
Our friend, who has recently come to
reside in the neighbourhood, has helped
us in our services in several ways. How
glad we all were that the New Year was
begun so well. For a long time we had
besought the Lord to add to our num-
bers those whom He had saved, and He
heard and answered our prayers in
bringing our brother into the neighbour-
hood, and then leading him to cast in
his lot with the despised followers of the
Lord Jesus, Our pastor preached from
Exod. xii. 26, “What mean ye by this
service!” Good attention was paid by the
congregation, and we trust the Lord will
vet bring out His children to follow Him
thus. In the afternoon our brother was
received into Church fellowship. May
this be but the beginning of better days
for Poulner, prays pastor and people.

READING, BERKS.—On Christmas
eve last I arrived under the roof of aged
and afHicted William Brown, with
whom I first of all knelt down and wor-
shipped God. The next morning I
found Providence chapel early prayer
meeting. Mr. Welman led at 7.30. I
read Ezek, xxxvii., and remarked briefly
its main spiritual tracings of regenera-
tion and unity. Mr, Rose preached at
the morning service from Isa, ix. 6. In
the evening I heard Mr. C. H. Coles
preach for an hour in the Gun-street
rcom on our resurrection Lord. Mr,
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Freeman has left the town, but Mr,
Vamly and the other friends still meet
together in the name of Christ. The
South-street chapel, Zoax, goes on about
asusual, There is a branch or village
station at Knowl Hill, supplied from
Providence chapel. Knowl Hill chapel
and minister's house have just been
under repair, and with the freehold
garden and tiny graveyard constitute a
unique country cause,~—VISITOR,

THE PATIENCE AND THE FAITH
OF THE SAINTS.

“ Resist not evil ” (Matt. v.39); “Give
place unto wrath " (Rom. xii. 19); *“Re-
sist the devil” (Jas, iv. 7): “ Neither
give place to the devil” (Eph. iv. 27).

Resist the devil, his flattery, and his
filth; resist his defilements, Sometimes
he comes with a will and sometimes
with a whip, with blandishments, and
with bluster—the former will hu.r{;, the
latter will not, cannot—therefore, resist
the one, but endure the other, By bear-
ing his cruelty and malice he will be
beaten with his own cudgels. Worry as
much as he may, let him not work up
the feelings. Be calm, and conquest is
sure. In patience possess ye your souls,
Give place unto wrath, bid it be seated,
bear its twinge on both cheeks. It may
strike and strip, but it will not damn;
but oh, give not place to the devil, for
he seeks to destroy. Put up again thy
sword into its place, but put ye on the
whole armour of God, and take the
sword of the Spirit which is the Word
of God.

Thus, here are two attacks—two
means of resistance, and two ways of
resistance. “For he that killeth with
the sword must be killed with the sword
and here is the patience and the faith of
the saints ” (Rev. xiii. 10). RUFUS.

RUSHDE N. — SUCCOTH. — DEAR
BROTHER WINTERS—You will be glad
to hear that we had a baptizing service
in the morning of December 25th, when
I had, once more, the pleasure of bap-
tizing three followers of the Lamb, My
text was Rom, vi. 3, 4. They were
received into the Church in the after-
noon of the same day. We had also
special services on the 28th, when a
sermon was preached in the afternoon
by Brother A. B. Hall from the words,
“This same Jesus” (Acts i. 11), which
was very much appreciated. After the
service, about 120 friends sat down to
tea; and a public meeting was held in
the evening, at which Brethren A, Lister,
of Wollaston; W. J. Tomkins; and A, B.
Hall, gave appropriate and stirring ad-
dresses, Brother W, Skelly was ex-
pected, but I am sorry tosay he was un-
able to be present. Wishing you much
of the presence of “ This same Jesus’
throughout this New Year— G, W
MorLING.
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A FEW WORDS OF SYMPATHY TO
BROTHER JOHN THOMAS, OF
CARDIFF.

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—I am very
pleased to find that now my dear brother
John Thomas is deprived of the com-
pany of his beloved ]
to be forgotten by the Lord’s people.
For nearly thirty years it has been my!

ov
hgd-fea,ring couple, and more than once
have I walked

“Sally,” he is not | thanks to

; !
many miles over the:

6

A SUFFOLK FRIEND IN AMERICA.

To the FEditor of the EARTHEN VES:EL
AND GOSPEL HERAID.

DEAR SiR,—Please accept my thanks
for this year's publications delivered to
me S0 promB}:Iy. Allow me to return

r. Dolbey, pastor of the
Surrey Tabernacle, for his manly stand
for the Up Grade in your December

to be acquainted with thig truly!number. Why, sir, it seems to put new

life into me. You have another James
Wells with you. Ifancy myself hack in

Welsh hills to havea little conversation | the Surrey Tabernacle again when I

with them; and in my travels in Wilt—[
shire and in Yorkshire I have been|
asked, “Did you know John Thomas'
when in Wales?” May the dear Lord:
incline the hearts of those who may !
have the means to sympathise with this |
honest old coal-digger in his now lonely :
state.
remember visiting him in Dean Forest,
when he had been nearly crushed to!
death in the coal-pit; and gladly would
Inow walk twenty miles to have a little .
conversation with him. ‘
Yours truly,

Boston. J. BoLTON, |

[Our dear old friend John Thomas has |
removed to 2, Theodoria-street, Roath,
Cardiff, Wales, near to where the truth
is preached, and which his soul dearly’
loves.—ED.]

STOKE ASH, SUFFOLK.—Our
annual week of evening services were
held from December 25 to January 1.
They were commenced by our pastor
preaching from the word, “ Peace,” All
the week-evening services were devoted
to prayer and praise, interspersed with
brethren speaking to us of “Him of
whom Moses—in the law—and all the
prophets did write.” At the concludin,
service, our pastor preached a specia
sermon for the encouragement of the
young. As all these services were well
attended, and many young faces were to
be seen at every service, many felt it
good to be there. May the Lord add
His blessing.—P. BARRELL.

LEWISHAM.—MyY DEAR CHRISTIAN
BroTHER,—The Church at College-park
held its annual meeting for tea, and to
reeord the mercies of another year, on

~Januvary 5, and a very profitable time
was spent, while the various brethren
recalled some of the difficulties and
dangers from which they had been de-
livered, and referred to the times of
refreshing they had enjoyed under the
pastor's ministry, Towards the close of
the service, Mr. Hazelton was presented
with a purse containing £10 5s. 9d.,
which had been gathered from his
hearers during his recent affliction.
After singing again, Mr. Hazelton ac-
knowledged, in suitable terms, the kind-
ness of his friends, and a very happy
mesting was thus brought to a close,

g1 I
About twenty-six years ago [hungry at the door of the old Surrey

read the good news by this servant of
the Lord. No doubt he is just the man
you want in dear old England now. I
hope the Lord will stand by him, and
send him forth among the Churches of
Christ to_lift up the standard for the
i)eople. I went with Mr, Spurgeon until

got starved out, and found myself

abernacle over 30 years ago, and there
I found what I wanted. I do not want
any other Gospel than that preached by
the late James Wells. Iheld the hat for
Mr, T. W. Medhurst, Mr. Spurgeon’s
first student, in the streets and lanes of
South London, when he preached to the

eople what he thought was the

ospel.

Any preacher that will receive such
men as our Talmage from Brooklyn and
allow him to preach in his pulpit, is not
a preacher of the Gospel, let his name be
what it may. We are sick of such rub-
bish as they preach. We have no other
in these parts but counterfeits' We
have to stay at home, and try and ponder
over what we heard from such men az
Wells, Banks, Foreman, West, and others
when in England. Go on, Mr. Editor.
sound the alarm, go forward in the
strength of the Lord, and if it is His
will that you must stand still and see
His salvation so much the better for
you and your readers,

have now been a reader of the
EARTHEN VESSEL for over 30 years, and
I have also bound copies of the Gospel
Herald for 1841 and 1842, 1 often look
at them, as they give me the news of myv
home and country at the time when I
was a boy in good old Gospel Suffolk.
No more this time.
Believe me, yours very truly.
ROBERT LEE.
College Point, Long Island, N.Y., U.S.

BIBLICAL ANSWERS, No. I (p. 34).
—Your correspondent J, M. M., in the
January No., asks what is meant by the
pearls and pear! in Matt. xiil. 45, 46.
" The kingdom of heaven” in all these
parables means the Guspel kingdom on
earth, and not the kingdom of glory
above. The ‘taresand the wheat " mean
those dwelling together under Gospel
ordinances; the “ grain of mustard seed,”
the small beginnings of the Gospel when
first preached. To the same purpose the
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Jeaven hid in three measures of meal
which latter includes also the work of
grace in the heart working throughout
the entire man. The “net cast into the
sea, gathering of every kind,” the results
attending the preached Word; and so all
the illustrations. Inthe preached Gospel
the ‘ OXE pearl of great price” is Jesus

Christ, It would be no ‘“kingdom of
heaven” were it otherwise. In_the
kingdom of grace it is the same. He is

“the chiefest among ten thousand, and
the altogether lovely.” The merchant-
man ‘“seeking goodly pearls” is the
anxious, restless spirit seeking peace and
happiness anywhere and everywhere
but in Christ. Such a merchantman
was Saul of Tarsus, and he gives us a
list of his * goodly pearls,” as he thought
them, in Phil. i1i. 5, 6. But at length
divine grace met with him, his eyes
were opened, and he found the “ONE
Pearl of great price,” and forthwith he
sold all he had and Bought it. ‘“What
things were gain to me those I counted
loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I
count all things but loss for the excel-
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things.” This might seem a
high price to pay,but Paul never thought
his Pearl too expensive. ‘For to me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”
These are the fewest words in which I
-can answer the question. If you have
room, you might insert the following
epitaph, which under another figure,
-conveys the same idea:—

« Reader, she wandered all this desert through
In search of happiness, nor found repose

Till she had reached the horders of this waste.
Full many a flower that bhlossomed in her path
She stooped to gather; and the fruit she plucked
That bung from many 2 temgtmg bough; all but
The ** Rose of Sharon,” and the ‘' Tree of Life.”
This flung its fragrance to the gale, and spread
1ts blushing beauties—that its healing leaves
Displayed, and fruit immortal—allin vain,

She nelther tasted nor admired; but found

All that she chose and trusted fair but false.

‘The #owers no sooner gathered than they faded,
*The fruite enchanting, dust and bitterness,

And all the world a wilderness of care.

Wearied, dispirited, and near the close

Of this eventful course, she sought the Plant
That long her heedless haste o’erlooked, and

proved .
It sovereign virtues, underneath its shade
Outstretched: drew from her wounded feet the

_thorur, .
Shed the last tear, breathed thelast sigh, and here
The Aged Pilgrim rests in trembling hope.”

THE EDITOR’S BROTHER.

1 chould say that the pearls spoken of
are those things after which a sensible
sinner seeks, such as a form of worship,
morality, knowledge, wiedom, prudence
&c.. which all appear valuable til
brought to find the pearl of great price,
which I take to be Christ and His salva-
tion.—T. F. NEwMAN, Woolwich.

The prarls are desired by the newly-
guickened soul. I can find one pretty
list in 2 Pet. i. 3—5, both in]clusuvel.lt 11117
modern lan, ge, the pcarlis sought a
first, by thegxggrking of the Holy Bpirit
in the mind, are sincerity, truth, pardon,
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safety, cleansing, rest, good companion-
ship, and a variety of concomitant
things, But the one pearl is Christ
formed in the heart (Gal. i.16),—OMEGA.

GLEMSFORD.—MYDEAR BROTHER,—
We should so much like to see and hear
310u again, not having been here since
June 2,]88(%; on that most happy ocoasion
it was the ordination of our beloved pas-
tor, A.J. Ward. I am pleased to say
there has been nothing to mar that
union, and trust there never may be,
The Lord is still blessing His labours
amongst us. We have now three wait-
ing for Baptism. OQur services are well
attended, also prayer meetings, and
village preachings, so that we have
much to be thankful for. The Lord be
praised ! — Yours in the best bonds,
J. W, Biag.

WHITECHAPEL, LITTLE ALIE-
STREET.—The fifth anniversary of
our brother R. E. Sears’ pastorate was
celebrated on Tuesday, January 17th.
Brother J. Box, though unwell, preached
an excellent sermon from James iii. 18,
and to which special reference was
made by several of the speakers in the
evening. A good company of friends
partook of tea in a building within the
dingy purlieus of Rupert-street. We
were glad to hear that tea would pro-
bably be served in the chapel on future
anniversary occasions. In the evening
brother Sears presided. After singing
and reading, brother New offered earnest
prayer. The chairman then gave a few
pleasing instances of God’s blessing upon
his labours during the past year. There
had been an addition to the Church of
nine by baptism, and five from other
Churches. This was truly encouraging,
considering the situation of the beauti-
ful little chapel, the inhabitants of the
neighbourhood consisting chiefly of
Jews and Gentiles of the lowest caste.
Some time ago brother Squirrell
preached in this chapel (according to
his own statement afterwards) “in
fetters”; that sermon was blest to one,
and inci him to seek to join the
Church. During brother Sears’ minis-
try 57 had joined the Church. The
pastor was pleased to say that the
Sunday-school, Bible-classes, Sick Visit-
ing Bociety, Tract Distributing Society,
and other branches of ospef work In
connection with Little Alie-street;
Chapel were all in a very healthful and
Jprosperous condition, 72,000 copies of
‘Life and Light,” edited by the pastor,
had been circulated during the past
year. On Sunday morning, Jan. 15th,
brother Sears had the pleasure of seeing
his beloved wife and their 13 children
all seated in the house of God! What a

lorious picture! Many a son or daughter
in Whitechapel, and even at the West
End of London, would consider it a
great honour to be favoured with such
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EO(HY and intelligent parents, The
ord long spare them in usefulness in
this cause. Brother Philip Reynolds
spoke well on the bond of holy brother-
hood. Brother J. Hunt Lynn dwelt
sweetly on true spiritual gladness, W,
Winters addressed a few words to the
friends on those who flourish in the
courts of the Lord. Brother J. S. Ander-
son was most interesting on being made
free from sin. Brother W. Waite spoke
on well-doing, and brother Copeland
made a' good speech. Brother Hider,
one of the beloved deacons, gave golden
words in pictures (or ‘ bags”) of silver.
His speech was short‘, weighty and
lively. The New Year “ bags” used by
the friends in collecting for the pastor’s
present had brought in £17. The entire
sum presented to brother Sears on the
occasion amounted to about £47. This
is the largest New Year's gift we have
known a Strict Baptist minister to
receive for many years. It is not one
farthing too much. O that all our
Churches would do likewise! This
hearty meeting terminated b; singing;
“Guide me, Thou Great Jehovah,
Friends present were: Mr. C. Wilson
(father of Mrs. Sears), Mr. J. Tinson,
Mr. New, Mr. Franklin (Iﬂswich) Mr,
J. Briscoe, Mr. J. W. Banks, Mr, R F
Banks, Mr. D. Stanton, Mr. Barradell,
Mr. G, Elnough, Mr. W. Archer, Mr.
G. Pocock, Mr. Brooks, and others.—ED.

BRIXTON TABERNACLE.—Sunday-
school anniversary meetings were held
on Sunday, Jan. 8th. r. Cornwell
preached morning and evening. A ser-
vice, conducted by Mr. Cornwell, was
held in the schoolroom in the afternoon.
The children sang in the chapel morn-
ing and evening, and in the afternoon
recited pieces before a large number of
friends. On Tuesday, the 10th, Mr, O.
8. Dolbey (pastor of the Surrey Taber-
nacle) preached a comforting and
encouraging sermon, from Matt. xviii.
14, “ the little ones,’” after which about
60 friends sat down to tea. Intheeven-
ing a public meeting was held, Mr.
Ei%ﬁ.otb, of Cheapside, ably presiding.

esses were delivered by brethren
Dolbey, Harsant, Holden, Ward, and the
pastor, Mr. Cornwell. The secretary
read a very favourable report, and the
chairman spoke a few words of sound
advice to the children. The meeting
closed with the doxoloiy. The collec-
tion amounted to £13 14s,, being £3 9s.
more than last year.

KINGSTON. — London-road. Zion
Sunday-school annual meeting was held
on January 9. A free tea was given to
the children. A public meeting was
held. Mr. J. Bush, in the chair, gave
out an hymn and read a portion of Holy
Writ, and called upon Brother Nottage
the superintendent, to pray. A sho
financial statement was read. Mr. Bush,
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Mr. J. Kingston, and Mr. Chalcraft,
ha.v1n§ spoken, the happy meeting was
brought toa close by singing and prayer.

THINGS THAT CANNOT BE SHAKEN.
AN hour is fixed when I murt lie,
With failing heart and brain,
A nd, as my fellow-men, muet die,
Nor know my place again

On earth, howe’er remote the date
Or near the time may be.

Unchangeable the future state
Prepared by God’s decree,

There isa throne of heavenly grace
Where needful faith is found

To learn the nature of the place
To which my soul is bound,

There is an Advocate on high,
Who IYleads my cause with fslood,
And tells me He Is ever nigh,
Midst foes, and fire, and flood.

There is a crown for those who fight
The hattles of the Lord,

A day that never ends in night
For those who trust His Word.

A rest remains for such who bear
The burden and the heat,

‘With Christ the Saviour ever near,
A calm and safe retreat.

A harp is strung which ne’er shall hang
On weeping-willow mute,

Nor sin nor separation’s pang
Shall heavenly praise dispute.

God and the Lamb the light remain
Of that celestial state;

No nightly tear or morning pain
The soul shall agitate.

Ramsey. S. Krvavw,

In fMemoriam.

Died on Dec, 30th, 1887, Mr. GEORGE
BoNSER, of 5, Torrington-square, late a
beloved deacon of Soho Baptist Chapel,
London, after several weeks’ suffering,
borne with Christian fortitude. Age45.
His end was peace. His funeral took
place at Abney-park, on Jan. 5th, Mr.
Boz, the pastor, officiating.

High Wycombe friends are grieved to
state that their dear friend and brother
in Christ Mr. R. COLLINS, deacon, died on
Jan, 18th, 1888. His end was peace.

In loving memory of MARTHA, wife
of JAMES JoHN BENNICKE, late of
Upper Norwood, who passed away with-
out a sigh, on the morning of the 1lth
instant, after a long and painful illness.
For many years she was a constant
attendant at the Surrey Tabernacle, and
dearly loved the truths she heard
spoken there. Her end was peace.

In affectionate remembrance of Mrs.
AsH, the beloved wife of Mr. Ash, cf
Enfield Town, who was interred on Dec.
27th, 1887. Her end was peace.

Buried by the pastor, Mr. F. Green, on
Jan, 7th, a sister in the faith. formerly
3 member of Hoe-street, Plymouth, but
since that was closed a member of
Trinity. Her age was about 74. She
had been in the service of Mr. James for
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7vears, She attended divine service at
Trinity on Christmas morning,and heard
the Word by the pastor very sweetly,
Her end was peace.

On Dec. 3rd, 1887, at Aldringham, our
esteemed sister SARAH, the beloved wife
of brother ROBT. SONES, was somewhat
suddenly called hometo glory. Retiring
to rest on the night of the 2nd Dec.,
apparently in her usual health, her hus-
band was shortly after awakened to
discover her in an apoplectic fit. Medical
aid was at once summoned, but our sister
never regained consciousness,and quietly
passed away, without a struggle, at
about one o'clock at noon on the 3rd.
Her's was a real practical Christianity,
displaved in every-day life. She was
known for her cheerfulness, for she had
a smile and a cheerful word for everyone
she came in contact with., Never was
she seen with a gloomy countenance,
casting coldness and reserve into the
hearts of those who had any communica-
tion with her; but, on the contrary,
putting forth an effort to bring those
into the sunshine who were cast down

with sorrow. Before retiring to rest,

she had read Psa. cxix, and prayed, seek-
ing a blessing upon the family, not
forgetting the prosperity of Zion. She
had been a most consistent member with
us at Aldringham for a period of ten
vears. She had formerly belonged to
the Greneral Baptists, but even then she
was as firm in the truths received
amongst ourselves as she was when con-
nected with us. The remains of our
departed sister were interred in the
graveyard connected with our chapel,
brother Dale officiating, in consequence
of the indisposition of the pastor. On
the following Lord’s-day, the pastor im-
proved the solemn event, before a large
and sympa.thisin% congregation, from
the words recorded in Rev. xiv. 13,
Lord, raise np many others who, like
our sister, shall shine as lights in the
world. —H. B. BERRY.

Death has again visited us at Should-
ham-street, and taken a dear sister from
our midst., She had been very unwell
for some months from consumption,
Dear Mrs. COLLINS was a_humble and

quiet Christian. She walked out that!

which she professed. She leaves a
sorrowing husband and seven dear chil-
dren, one quite an infant. Shehad only

iven it birth a day or two before she

ied, which was the 9th of Dec., 1887,
aged 39 years. Almost her last words
were that she might rest safely in the
arms_of Jesus. blessed wish! Our
dear Lord does not disappoint any that
have a real desire for Him—E. C.

On the 3rd instant, at 'Pa.rlg-cot.taie,
Morden, Surrey, suddenly (in childbirth),
Mrs, CLara S. KING, age 24, the only
child of the late Henry Strickett, Baptist
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minister. Her last words were, ¢ Father,
take me home.”

Our friend Mr. GREEN, of Ripley,
Surrey, died on Friday, Dec. 30th, aged
82, He was conscious up to the last,
wishing all his children who were
bresent * Good-bye.” He was buried on

riday, Jan, 6th, in Ripley Churchyard,
by the Rector of the parish. There was
a large concourse of people, his children,
grandchildren, and many friends, also
most of the tradesmen of the village,
The last time he came to our place of
worship bhe was carried in by his men in
his invalid chair, and he very much
enjoyed the service, The Gospel was
blessed to him, to the comforting of his
mind, After the service he wished the
friends to give out this hymn:—

¢ The work of Christ I sing,
And glory in His name:
Tromortal life to bring
The Lord of glory came;
He gave Himself for wretched me,
And set my soul at liberty.”

He sung it heartily for the last time 1
ever heard him sing. Hisdaughter told
me that he continued to sing up to the
very last.—C. Z. TURNER.

On Dec. 2ith, our dear and much-
esteemed deacon HORATIO WILLIAM
CLIFTON, aged 62, safely reached home,
He had sustained the office of deacon
with honour for some years, and hisheart
vearned for the welfare of Zion at large,
He was a pillar in the Church at Zoar,
Wellingboro’, The last time he visited
me was when on an errand of mercy for

a poor afllicted brother in the Church,
I'T 'said, “My brother, you ought not to
be out.” e replied, “I know it; but
this is the last kind act I shall ever be
able to do for poor brother W——"' And
so it was, I visited him during his ill-
ness, and on one occasion he said—

“The eonsolations of our God
Are ancient, full, and free,
Flowing through the Redeemer’s hlood,
To me, the sinner me.”!

After which he said, “Love 1 much;
I'm much forgiven. I am a miracle of
grace.” I heard nocomplaint from him
that the enemy was allowed to molest
his mind. We have sustained a great
loss. May the great Head of the Church
bless the ministry of the new pastor to
the ingathering of poor lost sinners,
to make up our number and add to
His militant kingdom. Our departed
brother’s remains were committed to
the grave by the pastor of the Church,
in the presence of a goodly number of
sorrowing friends, — ALFRED BLIS&!
Wellingloro’, MK

Died, on 13th January, at Clarendo:.
road, Walthamstow, HENRY WATE!'-DA
aged sixteen months, youngest son O

J. J. Fowler, Secretary to the late C. W.
Banks, at Speldhurst-road.



@The ensure of the Haptist Hndon,

“ Much learned dust
Involves the combatants, each claiming truth,
And truth disclaiming both.”— Cowper.

HE censure passed upon Mr. C. H. Spurgeon by the Council of the
Baptist Union has given him, we are happy to say, no unrest what-
ever. Few persons, however, as Rochefaucald remarks, ¢ have sufficient
wisdom to prefer censure which may be useful to them, to praise which
deceives them.” Mr. Spurgeon has, doubtless, lost to some extent the
good ‘wishes of a few of the members of the Council, but he has preservel
his conscience. He does not consider that the decision of the Council
fully represents the “opinion of the Baptist Union,” nor “that the
‘Churches will admire the conduct ” of their prominent men and doctors
of divinity in the matter. In the Sword and Trowel for February, Mr.
Spurgeon states :—* 1 do not complain of the censure of the Council, or
feel the least careabout it. But was this the intent of its loving resolu-
tion? Ts this the claw which was concealed by the velvet pad of its vore
to send four doctors of divinity to me ‘to deliberate how the unity of
the denomination can be maintained in truth, and love, and good works?’
Did those who passed that resolution mean—we send these four men to
put him to the question? Why, then, did they not say so? Did the
world ever hear of such a result of a ‘deliberation’? The person with
whom they deliberate upon union ‘in truth, and love, and good works
is questioned and condemned! Let plain-sailing Christian men judge
between me and this Council.”
We can only heartily admire the definite stand Mr. Spurgeon has so
far made for truth; and hope he will yet be led to see the real necessity
of maintaining the order of

THE LORD’S TABLE AS LAID DOWN BY THE APOSTLES,

and which is so firmly adhered to by many of the Strict and Particular
Baptist Churches. We also hope that he will be obliged in the future to
preach without the accursed mixture of free grace and dead works,
law and gospel, so grievously manifest in many of his printed sermons.

“ DEAD FLIES” IN THE OINTMENT.

The * dead flies ” of free-will and duty faith, which * cause the oint-
ment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour,” are, we think,
most injurious to the spiritual health of God's dear exercised children.
‘We, therefore, must unflinchingly protest against them, and all “spiritual
wickedness in high places,” cost what it may. Whilst we earnestly pray
God to exterminate these “ flies,” we hope also that He will open and

. :oint the eyes of those who are blinded by them.
' “ 0O popular applause ! what heart of man
Is proof against thy sweet seducing charms?”
< 1My alliour ministerial brethrim ahd Chyvehies, 'as also bl those Who
Vor. XLIV. MarcH, 1888. P
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do not see with us eye to eye in the truth of God, be the better for the-
late exposure of error in the “ Down Grade " controversy, and be helped
under all adverse circumstance to look more steadfastly to Christ, the-
great fonndation of the sinuer’s hope, leaving human traditions and other:
vanities of the world behind “ to the moles and to the bats.”

W. WintErs, Editor.
Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, Essex.

THE DEATH OF GOD’S SAINTS.

Outline of a Sermon, Preached at Chadwell Street Chapel, Clerkenwell
Jan. 15, 1888, upon the Death of the Late Mr. John Hazelton.

By J. 8. AxDERSON, or NEw CRoss.
* Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.'—Psa, cxvi. 15,

THE Lord has placed an opaque veil between us and the future that we
may not have present blessings embittered by the knowledge of
coming trials. If the children of Israel could have foreseen all they had
to experience in the wilderness, Moses would never have indnced them
to leave Egypt, and if we who stood on this platform -only about a month
ago, had known how near our beloved brother was to the end of his career
on earth, the knowledge would have cast a gloom over that meeting, and
every moment from the time it was revealed till the fact was accom--
plished; but the Lord in mercy conceals the future from our view.

If my departed brother could stand by my side to-night, he would
say, “ Exalt the Master! extol Him! and keep me in the back ground.”
1 hope we shall not forget that we are here to worship God, and may
He sanctify the bereavement to us all. We are forbidden to murmur
but we may mourn. Jesus did not lecture Martha and Mary on the-
folly of their tears, but comforted them by weeping with them like a
brother, who, while He could raise the dead, had a heart that could feel
for others in their woe.

We shall offer a few remarks upon the persons referred to (sasnts),.
the process they pass through (death), and the preciousness of that
process in God’s sight. _

1. The persons referred to; they are called saints—holy, God-like
individnals, made saints by sovereign and distinguishing grace, chosen
of the Father, redeemed by the Son, and called by the Holy Ghost.
They are made partakers of a holy, heaven-born nature, washed in the
fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, brought out of the world into
the Church, and have fellowship with God. Our departed brother was.
an eminent saint. I remember that he told us only a month ago at his
anniversary, that he dwelt in God, quoting the words, * Lord, Thou hast
been our dwelling-place in all generations;” adding, “ That is where 1
live.” Blessed dwelling-place! sweet home of the heart! glorious refuge
of the soul! But he knows more about it now.

Observe whose they are, “ His saints.” The portion of Jesus is His
people; they are His by right of creation, by donation of the Father, by
the purchase of His blood, and by the power of the Spirit. Yes,
specially His own, His flock, vineyard, temple, bride, and members of
His mystic body. Our departed brother was not his own, and only yours

¥
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as a loan from the Lord for a while; he belonged to Christ, who has called
him home to rest.

IT. The process the saints have to pass through—death, I call it a
process, for such it really is: as soon as we begin tolive we begin to die.
Christ being the head, and the members of the Church His body, in
Him they lived, served, worshipped God, fulfilled the whole law, and in
Him they died on the cross. His death was real—all sting—full of the
curse, and the saints died mystically and penally in their covenant Head.
“T am,” said Paul, “ crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me.” Think of this, believer, and try to realise
it by faith. The question of the believer’s sin was settled upon Calvary,
and cannot be re-opened, and as the resnlt we die to sin, the law, and
the world, and by the power of the Spirit we live in, to, and for God.
All who knew our departed brother observed how dead he was to these,
and how he lived in and by the Gospel. When grace arrested him as a
youth and he became a new creature in Christ Jesus, from that day till
Monday last he was dying, but dying to live. The saints die literally,
and yet it is not death, they are ‘‘ gathered to their fathers,” or they are
“fallen asleep,” or “ gone out,” “ departed to be with Christ, which 1s far
better.” It is like putting off an old garment to be clothed anew.
There is nothing penal, no sting in the death of the saints. Our
beloved brother calmly fell asleep; that only applies to the weary flesh;
we cannot bury a soul; the spirit has risen; it heard the Saviour’s
“ Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.” Would we bring him back again? Ah! no, much as we miss
him—much as we loved him and mourn over his departure, we would
not, if we could, bring him down to suffer and toil here again.

III. The preciousness of the saint’s death in the sight of God.
“ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.” Beloved,
let this help to dry your tears, wipe them away, look up to Him. Your
sorrow is the Lord’s joy. How can that be? Because the saints are
precious to their Lord, and, therefore, everything that concerns or happens
to them is precious in His sight; yea, even their death. They cost
Him much, and He loves them dearly. But their death is precious in
His sight, because it is a great triumph of His grace. Life on earth is
a battle, not only with outward, but inward foes. By grace alone can
we meet and overcome those enemies, the moment we try in our own
strength, like Peter, we fail. Our brother fought and has won, the
sword is laid down, and the cross exchanged for the crown; the victory
is won, and the event is most pleasing to the Lord; He beholds the glory
of His own grace in its grand results. Beloved, let this again comfort
you in your deep sorrow: your loved one has conquered and heard the
Captain's “ Well done.” But, again, the death of the saints is precious
in the eyes of the Lord because He loves to have them with Him. His
loving heart must rejoice in their release from all sorrow, suffering,
and conflict, and as the objects of His love to have them with Him.
Dear friends, sorrow not as others who have no hope. Our brother is
gone before; you shall see him again when the Lord returns to claim the
purchased dust and re-build the fallen tabernacle. But are all my hearers
saints? God alone can make a sinner into a saint. May He bless by
His Spirit both saints and sinners, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

[We are obligingly indebted to onr dear brother, Mr. J. S. Anderson,
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for the above outline of his sermon, preached on the occasion of the
death of Mr. John Hazelton. The sermon in its entirety may be had of
J. Briscoe, 28, Banner-street, Bunhill-row, London, E.C. (price 1d., four
copies post free). The late Mr. Hazelton's sermons will be published
monthly for some time to come, there being many shorthand notes still
in reserve. Friends desirous of obtaining dack numbers of Mr. Hazelton’s
sermons may be accommodated (price 1d.) by applying to Mr. G. Sawyer,
103, Downham-road, London, N.  We hope to give our readers, as early
as possible, one of Mr. J. Hazelton’s unpublished sermons.—Ep.]

THE LATE MR. JOHN HAZELTON.
JOTTINGS BY THE EDI’I:OR.

MR. JOHN HAZELTON was in the highest and best sense

A GREAT PREACHER.

“ Some are born great, some achieve greatness,
And some have greatness thrust upon them.”

Never did we hear him preach a poor, or, as some would say, a bad
sermon. All we ever heard fall from his lips savoured sweetly of Christ.
We hope that a sterling brother will soon be anointed of the Lord to
regularly fill the vacant pulpit at Chadwell-street. But ¢ what can the
man do that cometh after the king?” It was not only the thoughtful
ministry of our departed brother that won for him the esteem of his
hearers, but the true Christian spirit he always manifested in every
act of life. 'We have met in our time certain professors (but we are not
anxious to meet them again) who have appeared excessively loving and
polite one day, but awfully the reverse the next! Such was not the
beloved pastor of Chadwell-street. One of the many points of success in
the ministry of Mr. Hazelton was, that he firmly believed all he preached;
and, as a good soldier of the cross of Christ, he always fought manfully
in the cause of his divine Master. In His holy service he received the
seeds of that disease which eventually

TERMINATED HIS MORTAL EXISTENCE.

The chronic-bronchitis of which he died was a complaint of upwards
of twelve years’ standing. Its foundation was, no doubt, laid by the
heavy labours of his early manhood, and its development was caused by
chills taken after preaching to crowded audiences, especially at country
anniversaries.

A PABEAGE OF SCRIPTURE VERY PRECIOUS TO HIS SOUL.

“ For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
mi,_]%;xsg)_ S LB e I I8 U T e GGG D TS
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HIS MEMORIAL CARD
reads thus:—
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JOHN HAZELTON,
(For 86 years the beloved Pastor of the Church of Christ worshipping at
Mount Zion Baptist Chapel, Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell),
Born June 6th, 1822, and departed to be with Christ January 9th, 1888,
In the 66th year of his age.
Interred in Family Grave at Finchley Cemetery, January 13th.”

THE TEXT OF HIS LAST SERMON, PREACHED ON JANUARY 5TH, 1888.

‘“ But now, thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and He
that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have
called #iee by thy name, thou art Mine ” (Isa. xliii. 1).

THE TEXT SPOKEN FROM AT THE LORD'S TABLE, JANUARY 1ST, 1888.

“ Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb ” (Rev. xix. 9).
HIS FAVOURITE AUTHORS.

As we observed in our last issue, Mr. Hazelton’s general knowledge
was very remarkable. He read not to contradict and confute, but to
weigh and consider. In the knowledge he thus gained he realized a
power which was occasionally apparent in his ministry, and of which
many of his hearers were not ignorant. He picked something out of
everything he read. Mr. Hazelton’s favourite poet was Dr. Watts.

A VERSE OF DR. WATTS' HYMNS
he dearly loved, and which he failed to recite in his dying hours from
want of strength:—
“ And lest the shadow of a spot,
Should on my soul be found,
He took the robe the Saviour wroughbt,
And cast it all around.”
No man has ever gained a greater and more lasting reputation as an
evangelical versifier than Dr. Watts; and no man ever realized more the
power and sweetness of his hymns than John Hazelton. Our dear
departed brother, who drank deeply into the Spirit of Christ, knew the
value of the annexed verse:—
“'Tis Heaven on earth to taste His love,
To feel His quickening grace;
And all the Heaven I hope above
Is but to seec His face.”
Of our great theological writers, Mr. Hazelton loved Bunyan, Owen,
Goodwin, and Manton best—
“ Are all such teachers 7—Would to Heaven sall were!”

Mr. Hazelton well knew the worth of knowledge. He was not
nursed in the lap of luxury and ease, but in the midst of difficulties, and
with the lowly in life. Nevertheless, by the help of God, he forced
his way through untold trials to the position he occupied at his
death. How true are the poet’s words associated with grace:—

# The active conquers difficulties,
By daring to attempt them: sloth and folly
Shiver and shrink at sight of toil and hazard,
And make the impossibility they fear.”
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SABBATH-SCHOOL WORK.

Mr. Hazelton was not the man to “offer to God that which cost
him nothing.”' As he loved to gain knowledge, so he loved equally to
impart it. He was a warm friend of Sabbath-schools, and took an in-
tense delight in the impartation of instruction to the young. Only a
week or two before he died, he carefully read and arranged, in the order
of merit, the Scripture examination papers which had been answered by
the senior scholars of Mount Zion Sunday-school. He was quite animated
when conversing with his beloved son upon them.

For many years he conducted a large Bible-class at Chadwell-street on
Wednesday evenings. Much blessing resulted from his labours there.
It was there that our dear brother, Mr. Geo. W. Shepherd, now pastor of
Hill-street, Dorset-square, first addressed a public audience. This class
eventnally had to be given up.

MEMORIAL VOLUME OF MR. HAZELTON.

We beg to again call the attention of our readers to the proposed
Memorial Volume of the late Mr. John Hazelton. This work will con-
tain a photographic portrait of Mr. Hazelton as a frontispiece, and be
published as early as convenient, at a cost of about 2s. 6d. per copy.
Subscribers’ names may be sentto Mr. John E. Hazelton, 55, St. Paul's-rd.,
Canonbury, N. Subscribers’ money will not be required until the exact
price of the book is fully determined, when due notice will be given of it in
onr advertisement columns. Mr. Hazelton will be thankful to any friends
possessing letters from his dear father if they will forward them to him,
Copies will be taken, and the originals returned to their respective
owners. The volume will unquestionably be a very interesting one, and
friends wishing to secure copies should send in their names at once.

THE LATE MR. JOHN HAZELTON’S EARLY DAYS.
By AN Acep BrorHER IN THE LORD.

Desr BroTHER WINTERS,—After such a full account of the late
Mr. J. Hazelton in your last issue, it may seem unnecessary to add more.
If anything can justify my doing so, it is the knowledge which I had of
him in his early days, at the commencement of his Christian life and
ministry. We were both members of the same Church, and both preach-
ing occasionally in vacant pulpits. The Church at Clare being at that
time without a pastor, we were frequently invited there. The Cl?.re
friends were quite delighted with young John’s preaching, and nothing
paifvenbed his having a call to the pastorate but kis youth. But God,
who—

‘ Moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform,”

had something more in store for him—a larger flock to feed. Since that
early period I only met him once, about twenty years ago, at a prayer-
meeting in his own chapel.

The news of his death came to me with sad surprise, and was
received with mingled feelings of grief and joy—grief for the great loss
sustained; joy, inasmuch as what was said of the late John Stevens may
be said of our departed friend, “ Honoured, released, crowned.”

“ Owned in bis work, in all his labours blest,
Approved of God, and then dismissed to rest.”
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At my advanced age, eighty-two within a few months, and other con-
-giderations, it was impossible for me to show my esteem for the departed
by my presence at the funeral. I therefore take this method of expressing
my heart-felt sympathy with the bereaved family, and with the bereaved
‘Church, the flock of God at Mount Zion, over which our dear brother
presided with abundant success for so many years, faithfully fulfilling
his divine Master's command, “ Feed My sheep. Feed My lambs.”

The Lord Almighty, who has infinite resources at command, fill all
the vacancies with His loving and gracious presence, make the bereave-
ment a blessing to all concerned in the solemn event, and glorifying to
His own name; so that none shall be losers in the end, while to our
brother who has fallen asleep the change is inconceivable gain. “ Them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.”

Yours sincerely, W. BARNES.
Walsham-le-Willows.

MR. JOHN HAZELTON'S LAST SERMON.

A Brief Sketch of Mr.J. Hazelton’s Last Sermon, Preached in Mount Zion
Ohapel, Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell, on Thursday Evening, Jan. 5, 1888.

[WE are sure that all our beloved readers will highly prize the following
precious fragment of a grand sermon. It is from Mr. Hazelton’s own
notes, probably the last he ever wrote.—ED.]

“FEAR NOT, FOR I HAVE REDEEMED THEE.”

“ But now, thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed
thee, O Israel, Fear not, for I haveredeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name;
thou art Mine,”—Isa. xliii. 1.

1. TeE Cramv. 2. THE GrousD. 3. TnE ENCOURAGEMENTS.

1. The Claim : *“ Thou art Mine.”

(#) My new creatures, or creation. Surpasses the old, as to cost.
Nearness @ Christ. Method of production. Life. Glory. Duration.

(8) My joy. God rejoices in the beanty of His Church, which is
His work and gift. In her perfection, for she possesses ¢z Christ all that
He requires. He delights in her graces, froits, services, prayer, and
praise. His people serve Him as Adam and as angels never could.

(¢) Christ’s flesh and bones. His members; nature of each in the
-other. Theirs in Him and His in them.

(d) His fulness; not the world, but the Church; neither complete
without the other, as Eve was the fulness of Adam. A family or body,
not complete, if one member is missing. There would be a void in
‘Christ if one were lost. A perfect Clinrch proves to the full Christ's
worth and ability to save.

{¢) They have the witness of this within. Thy heart, conscicnce,
will, life, thoughts, and person are Mine.

(f) He will do what, He pleascs with His own—ith us.

2. The ground on which He bases His clain.

(a) Redemption and calling.

() Price and power.

(¢) Divine revelation is necessary to assure ns thereof.

3. The Encouragement : “ Fear not.”

(@) Saints are subject to fears. They arise from indwelling sin.
There wonld be none, but for sin. Some, through fear, limit God as to
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time, place, circumstances, power, love, wisdom, and His acceptance of
their sonls.

(b) Fear, as to the reality of grace within. Want of temporals.
Some future trouble, real or imaginary. Death and judgment.

(¢) Fear not, for these reasons: Thou art Mine; I am with thee,
What 1 have already done for thec. 7 save for My own sake.

(d) His Word cannot be falsified. We may fear, but cannot induce:
God to change.

(¢) The effects of this relationship. A special providence. Ministry
of angels. Access to the throne. Intercession of Christ. The end,
peace and glory for ever.  Awen.

HISTORICAL NOTICES OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS
OF THE CHURCH MEETING IN MOUNT ZION CHAPEL,
CHADWELL STREET, CLERKENWELIL, LONDON.

“Tne following brief history of Chadwell Street Church, written many
years since by our brother, Mr. George Burrell, now pastor of Mount
Zion Chapel, Watford, and published in pamphlet form, will, we are
sure, be perused with interest by many of our readers who cherish
the memory of our dear departed brother, Mr. J. Hazelton. Truly,
“the memory of the just is blessed.”—¥Ebp.]

Thrs Church, composed of thirty-four persons, of whom by far the
greater part are now (1871) transplanted to the church triumphant, was
originated and formed on New Testament principles in the following
manner. The first step which led to our congregating together must be
traced to what might be termed a casual meeting in the street ; and a
few minutes’ conversation between two of the brethren, when a desire
was expressed to have a meeting, if possible, with the brethren and sisters
who had been separated from church fellowship, and were scattered
abroad, and it was arranged to make the matter known, and to invite the
friends to attend a meeting at our brother Minton’s house on the
following Monday evening, for social conversation and prayer. Up to
this period, it did not appear that any of us had the least idea of forming
ourselves into a separate body, or of the consequences that might and
did arise from this first important meeting, which was held on Monday
evening, August 4th, 1851. At this meeting, about twenty of the
brethren and sisters were present. The time was spent in conversation,,
consultation, and solemn prayer— the heart-uniting presence of the Lord
was felt and enjoyed, and beforc we parted a unanimous desire was
expressed to meet again for a similar purpose, on the following Mondaﬂ
evening, August 11th. This meeting took place ; at the close of whic
it was suggested to hold a meeting for prayer, praisc and reading the
scriptures, on the Lord’s-day afternoon, as well as Monday evening, if a
room could be procured suitable for that purpose. A schoolroom was
found in President-street, King-square,and on the 17th of August, 1851,
a prayer meeting was held, at which three or four of the brethren seemed
to be led out In a peculiar spirit of united, wrestling prayer for divine
direction and gnidance. Such hymuns as

“ God moves in a mysterious way,” &c.,

were sung, and an impression received and felt that God was in the
movement. In this place our first collection was made, which amounted
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to 2s. 6d., the expense incurred, and paid for the hire of this room. On
the following Monday and Thursday evenings, we met at our brother
Minton's house, when it was arranged to endeavour to obtain a more
suitable place to meet in—the room in President-street heing small and
inconvenient. A larger school-room was obtained in Corporation-row,
Clerkenwell, and hired for one month, at 5s. per week ; and on Lord’s-day
afternoon, the 24th August,a goodly number of the friends met together
with one accord, for prayer and supplication ; a spirit of prayer was poured
out—hearts were warmed with the Saviour’s presence, and we found it good
to be there. In the evening, we agsembled again for worship, when earnest
prayer was offered, and the word of God was read. We continued to
meet twice on Lord’s-day and on the Thursday evenings, seeking the
Lord’s blessing and direction, up to the 8th of September ; when Mr. C.
W. Banks came to preach to us under the following circumstances. Mr.
C. W. Banks had been preaching to the people at Mason’s-court, Shore-
ditch, on Lord’s-day afternoons and Monday evenings, and his engagement
there having ceased, he was invited and agreed to come to Corporation-
row, to preach the gospel to us. The room was soon filled on these
occasions, when we found it necessary to seek a more commmodious place
to worship in. It was suggested that there was a little chapel in Nelson-
place, City road, which had been closed for some time, which might be
taken and rendered suitable for the purpose. Accordingly, a meeting
was held for prayer and consultation as to the expediency of this step ;
the place was examined and found to be in a most filthy and dilapidated
condition, and the cost of repairs was estimated at about £40, which then
was a somewhat serious undertaking ; but, after prayerful deliberation,
the friends decided to take the place, upon our brother Minton agreeing
to do the necessary repairs, and trust for payment. While the repairs of
the little chapel were 1n progress, we continued to meet in the room in
Corporation-row, during which period a singular incident occurred. It
was announced by bills that Mr. Hazelton (afterwards our pastor,) would
preach to us on the morning and evening of September the 28th, on our
leaving Corporation-row, when a collection was to be made for defraying
the expenses incurred by our meeting there ; but by some means wisely
overruled by our God, he did not come, and a Mr. Fenlon came in his
stead. In all probability had he come then, seeing we were neither
formed into a Church, nor had a suitable place to meet in, he would never
have become the pastor of the Church. "This event, which to us and
others appeared both mortifying and disappointing, was, we have since
seen, arranged for good. On Lord’s-day, October 5th,1851 (the little
chapel in Nelson-place having been repaired), we met together for special
prayer and praise for the first time, opening the doors by singing—

“ Come, Thou fount of every blessing,”
Our brother Minton read the hundredth Psalm, and eight of the brethren
engaged in solemn and united prayer ; and on the following day, Monday

6th, the place was publicly opened for the worship of God ; the services
were commenced by singing,

¢ Dear Shepherd of Thy people here,
Thy presence now display.”

‘In the morning Mr. John Foreman preached the first sermon from Rev.
xxii. 9 : * Worship God:” Mr. W. Allen, of Cave Adullam, preached in
G
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the afternoon from Prov. xxvii. 18: *“ He that waiteth on his master shall
be honoured”; and Mr. C. W. Banks in the evening, from Ezek. xxxvi. 11:
“ And I will settle you after your old estates, and will do better unto
you than at your beginnings; and ye shall know the Lord.” The place
was more than filled, the word was blessed, and the collections during
the day amounted to £7 6s. 2d., so that we closed the day by singing,

‘ Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”

On Tuesday, Nov. 4th, 1851, this Church was formed, consisting of
thirty-four members, in “Little” Mount Zion Chapel, Nelson-place,
City-road. The service was conducted by Messrs. Foreman, Wyard,
Atkinson, Aldis, Garrett, and Powell, in the following order: Mr. Garrett
gave out the hymn—

“ And will the great eternal God
On earth establish His abode?"

Mr. Atkinson read part of Ephes. iv., and very affectionately implored
the divine blessing. Mr. Wyard stated the nature of a gospel Charch,
and called for a statement of the leadings of divine providence in bring-
ing the friends together, which was read, with the articles of faith. Mr.
Foreman called upon the friends to stand up and join hand in hand, and
to lift up their right hands publicly to express their unanimous avowal
and approval of the articles of faith, read in the sight of God, and in His
strength to stand fast in the maintenance of the same. Mr. Foreman
then gave the right hand of fellowship to two of the brethren in the
name of the rest. Mr. Powell gave out the hymn—

¢ Jehovah dwells in Zion still,”

and Mr. Foreman broke bread to the newly-formed Church, in which
geveral other friends from sister Churches united. After a solemn address
at the table, and some wholesome advice to the Church presented by Mr.
Foreman, we sung a suitable hymn, and concluded the interesting service,
The Church having been thus properly and scripturally organised, a meet-
ing was held, and three of the brethren, viz., Minton, Burrell, and
Akerman, were duly elected deacons.

(Zo be continued).

THE LATE MR. P. W. WILLIAMSON.

MR. P. W. WILLIAMSON, pastor of Addison Park Chapel, Shepherd’s
Bush, suddenly fell asleep in Jesus on Monday, Feb. 6th, 1888,

« For go He giveth His beloved sleep ” (Psa. cxxvii. 3).

DEAR Mg. WinTers,—How little I thought last Sunday afternoon
while reading in the Magazine the account of Mr. Hazelton’s death that
in less than twenty-four hours my own beloved father, Mr. P. W.
Williamson (who was present at the funeral service), would have been
also called to hear the “ Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thon
into the joy of thy Lord.” Unlike Mr. Hazelton, he had enjoyed good
bealth and a vigorous frame, and he manifested an amount of activity of
mind and body but rarely met with in a man of 65 years. But abouta
year ago he experienced a very severe mental shock, and after this he was
very much troubled by a pain which medical examination pronounced to



AND GOSPEl, HERALD., 79

be indicative of heart disease. For some time we were very anxious, but,
the pain passed away, and our minds were at rest again; but the disease
was unconquered, and on Monday morning last he heard the sudden
summonsg, “ Come home.”

On Sunday, Feb. 5th, he preached both times, and seemed happy in
his much-loved work. At the Lord’s table he spoke very sweetly, and
the gervice was closed by singing the hymn, of which the last verse com-
mences,

“Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine,
My life and death attend.”

He then reminded the Church that on the last Sunday in February they
would take tea together to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of his
pastorate; and, as had always been the custom on that day, the Lord’s
Supper would be observed instead of on the first Sunday in March. How
little he or the Church thought that his work was done, and that he was
no more to *“break the bread ™ nor “drink the cup ™ * to show forth the
Lord's death,” but that ere the morrow’s sun should set his eyes would
have seen, in all His beauty, the King whom he had so lovingly, so faith-
fully, and so willingly served for so many years.

The next morning he rose, apparently in perfect health, and soon
after 9 a.m. left home to go into town, telling my dear mother that he
would be home in the afternoon in time to prepare for a journey to
Worcester in the evening. He reached Shepherd’s Bush Station; the
train from Richmond to Ludgate drew up. He said “ Good morning ”
to the guard, who knew him well by sight, got into the train, and the
guard gaw him begin to read. In three minutes from that time, when
the train arrived at Addison-road, a lady called the guard and said, “ I
fear this gentleman is ill.” His chin was resting on his breast, and he
‘looked as though he were asleep; but the guard, on feeling for his pulse
and heart, found that they had ceased to beat. A doctor was sent for
ingtantly, but his ransomed spirit had fled, and we, his wife and children,
are left, almost stunned by the unexpected blow to mourn the loss of one
of the most loving and devoted of husbands and fathers.

My beloved mother has been wonderfully supported in spite of the
frail state of her body. She said to me this morning, “I can still say,
“Allis well. He was not, for God took him.” In the fellowship of
the Gospel,

Believe me, dear Mr. Winters, yours faithfully and sorrowfully,

81, Wharton-road, Addison-park. MARGARET L. Goupy.

THE FUNERAL.

The remains of Mr. P. W. Williamson were interred on Monday, Febraary 13,
in Brompton Cemetery. Service was held in the chapel at two o'clock, presided
over by Mr. John Box. Hymns were sung, and prayer was offered. Mr. P.
Reynolds read suitable portions of Scripture, and Mr. I. C. Johnsou, of Gravesend,
delivered an excellent address. The funeral cortége then started for the cemetery,
where it arrived at four o’clock. Mr. J. Box gave a suitable address at the grave.
Many ministers and friends were present.

[We did not think, when we saw our departed brother, Mr.
-P. W. Williamson, in the sorrowing congregation at Chadwell-street on
January 13th, that we should behold his face no more. We deeply
sympathise with the sorrow-stricken widow, family, and Church in their
sudden and painful bereavement. May they all realize the gracious and
supporting arm of God until called to dwell for ¢ ever with the Lord.”
So prays—THE EDITOR. ]
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THE PAPAL JUBILEE AND THE ROYAL GIFTS.

HE Monthly Letter of the Protestant Alliance for Jan., 1888, by A.
H. Guinness, secretary, is deserving a world-wide circulation. "His
report of the “ Envoy to the Pope,” and the addresses, as given in the
Vatican official Gazette, should be read by every God-sent minister of the
Gospel.  Referring to the Darly Standard, Mr. Guinness gives the
annexed extract:—

“The Duke of Norfolk, attired in his full robes as Earl Marshal of
England, wearing the Order of the Garter and the insignia of the ORDER oF
CaRisT, and accompanied by his first secretary and the other attachés of
hix mission, was received by the Pope in solemn ceremonial, with full
honours. According to the etiquette required to be observed at the Court
of the Vatican, as is alleged, the Duke went on his knees three times before
the Pope, as he advanced to the papal throne, and as head of the Queen’s
special mission to the Pope, presented an address to the Pope,”
which may be seen in the 7wmes for Dec. 20th, 1887, with the Pope's
reply, both of which are given in the above Monthly Letter, On page 11
Mr. Guinness says:—

“The Pope, in his reply to the Duke of Norfolk, expressed his ‘joy in
receiving the congratulations and the compliments of the Queen on the
occasion of his Sacerdotal Jubilee.’” But the Pope has reason torejoice for
somewhat more than mere congratulations on the fact that he has been a
“Mass Priest for fifty years” The Times, Dec. 27th, reports that on the
26th Dec. * The British Special Mission to the Pope presented the gift of
Her Majesty.” This gift, as the Daily News, Dec. 27th, informs us, ‘ com-
prised a splendid GOLD JUG AND PLATE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE MASS ;
and the T'imes adds, in continuation of its announcement, that ‘ on receiving
the massive basin and ewer of gold, the Pope, with evident pleasure,
remarked that they would serve for his Jubilee Mass.”” Protestant readers,
take special notice of the following quotation:—* Immediately following Her
Majesty's accession to the throne, on the 20§h November, 1837, in the
presence of the Houses of Parliament, Her Majesty made the Declaration
prescribed by the 12th and 13th William IIL cap. 2, sec. 2, that she
< solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of God, professed, testified, and
declared, that the Sacrifice of the Mass, as now used n the C’hq/rch of Rome,
s superstitious and idolatrous.’ How is it, then, that Her_ Ma]esty’s minig-
ters have advised the dispatch of a ‘Special British Mission' to present
Her Majesty’s congratulations to ¢ His Holiness’ on the fiftieth anniversary
of his conseeration as a priest for the express purpose of offering this
“idolatrous sacrifice, and to tender to the Pope a gift of the vessels used
in the service of the Mass?”

THE VACANT THRONE.

The Rev. C. Stirling, Vicar of New Malden, Surrey, calls the attention
of General Sir H. F. Ponsonby, Bart., to the sad fact of the Queen’s visits
to Roman Catholic places of worship, and observes “that, by the renewal
of “communion with the See of Rome, the Throne has, according to the Act
of Settlement, become vacant!” '

" “A memorial on this subject is in course of preparation from bishops
and clergy in the Churches of England and Scotland, and ministers of
various Protestant denominations in the United Kingdom, for presenta-
tion to the Queen and the Marquis of Salisbury, as Foreign Secretary.
The document recites that * whereas your gracious Majesty’s despatch of
such a special mission in the person of the Roman Catholic Duke of
Norfolk, accompanied by his first secretary, and the other attachés of
vour Majesty's mission, will necessarily be regarded at home and abroad
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28 & virtual acknowledgment of the papal claims to supremacy, and a
consequent surrender of the supremacy that pertains to your gracious
Majesty as the sovereign of these realms, under the Protestant Constita-
tion established by the Bill of Rights and Act of Settlement, we do
hereby record our solemn and emphatic protest before (iod against a
policy calculated to endanger the security of the throne; to raise doubts
in the minds of our fellow-subjects as to their allegiance; to disturb the
feelings of loyalty, respect, and affection which they entertain towards
your royal person; to imperil the Protestant Constitution of these
realms,with its heritage of civil and religious liberty; and to dishonour
the name of Him by whom kings reign, and through whom your Majesty
enjoys the sovereignty of the British Empire.”

The Queen’s duplicity and the Pope’s subtlety evidently indicate the
downfall of Protestant liberty in this country. What does her Majesty's
intended visit to the Continent mean? Is she going to the Vatican?
God defend the right.—EDITOR.

“THE STRENGTH OF ISRAEL”
By A. E. REaLFF, DUNSTABLE.

THIS expression is employed by the Holy Ghost, through the mouth

of Samuel the prophet, when reproving and condemning the
rebellious conduct of Saul (1 Sam. xv. 29). * The strength of Israel,”
or, a8 it might be rendered, the wiclory, or the glory, or the efernify of
Israel; how espressive! He “ will not lie nor repent: for He is not a
man - that He should repent.” The word is therefore intended to
characterise ‘‘the mighty God,” the unchanging and unchangeable
Jehovah. Suach an expression is admirably adapted to characterise the
*“ Everlasting Father.” But Jesus is, as God, equal to the Father in
all respects, and therefore in prophecy He shares with Him these exalted
titles (Isa. ix. 6). It is * Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever” (Heb. xiii. 8).

“ The Strength of Israel” How beautifully characteristic of the
Lord Jesns! In Him we behold the strength of the lion united with
the gentleness of the lamb; or, rather, the omnipotence of Deity linked
in beautifal harmony with the tenderness of the most affectionate of
womankind. As a result of this beautiful blending of opposite, though
by no means contrary dispositions, we have in one aud the same glorious
Person the fond love of the most tender mother, or most devoted wife,
or gister, combined with the self-reliance of noble manhood, the confi-
dence of counscious and unimpeachable innoceace, and the power to
accomplish all that His loving heart conceives and desires to do. Well,
therefore, may the evangelical poet sing—

“ God, in the Person of His Son,
Has all His mightiest works outdone.”

In illustration of the sublime teuderness, affection and sympathy of
the Son of God, behold Him in the house of Jairus, that ruler of the
synagogue whose ** little daughter of the age of twelve years” was now
dead. Stepping up to the child’s bed-side, He tenderly takes her by
the hand and says, *‘ Taltha cumi.” Now these were the very words
in Byro-Chaldaic which the mothers of that age and nation were accus-
tomed to use when awaking their children in the morning. How
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beantiful! how expressive! And we behold no less the sirength of God,
for before recalling the little life which was departed, He says, ““The
damsel is not dead, but cleepeth. But they langhed Him to scorn,.
knowipg that she was dead.” But Jesus was the Resurrection and the
Life. Therefore to give life to the dead was to Him but to awake one
ont of sleep. Again, when He meets that solemn procession at Nain,
in which the corpse of one who was * the only son of his mother,” and
she a widow, is being borne to the silent sepulchre, His loving heart is
touched with sympathy for that sorrowing mother; and so we read,
“When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her, and said mnto
ber, Weep not,” ag though He felt her sorrow so much that His own
heart was ready to break, and therefore He bade her to weep no more.
And that she might have good reason to dry her tears, He proceeds to
stop the progress of that mournful coriége; He condescends next to
touch the bier, and then “the Strength of Israel” says to the dead,
“Youpg man, arise.” But particularly at the grave of Lazarus, His
friend, is all the tenderness and love of His human heart revealed.
When the news is first bronght that Lazarus is sick, His human
emotions are controlled by His divine determination to suffer Lazarus
to die, in order that God may be glorified in his resurrection, and the
disciples’ faith increased. Then how sublimely gentle and tender is
His langunage to Martha and Mary! Again, how the sympathies of His
gracious manhood are discovered in His groans, His violent shaking
(John xi. 83, Greek), and then His weeping! Here is all the sympathy,
emotion, and affection of a very dear friend; and then *the Strength
of Israel” proceeds to do what no mere human friend could possibly do,
however much he might desire it. Jesus can not only weep because
a loved one is gone; He can bring him back!

We see the same beautiful blending of the tenderly human with the
Almighty divine in that miraculous feeding of the four thousand. Both
the evangelists who record this circumstance inform us that * Jesns
called His disciples, and said unto them, I have compassion on the
multitude, becanse they have now been with Me three days, and have
nothing to eat; and if I send them away fasting to their own houses,
they will faint by the way.” In like manner we read that His heart
wag touched, and moved to action also, because of'the spiritnal wants
of the crowds who came to hear Him, for “when He saw the multi-
tudes He was moved with compassion on them, because . . . they were
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith He to His
disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few ”
(Matt. ix. 36). Thereupon follows the impartation to the twelve, and
afterwards to “ other seventy also,” of power to heal the sick, cast out
devils, and preach the Gospel.

He who was indeed the “ Lamb of God,” was also the “ Lion of the
Tribe of Judah.” All His earthly life was one of suffering, more or
less, physical, mental, and spiritual. His was physical suffering, for
He knew what hunger and thirst mean, weariness, languor, poverty.
 The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of Man hath not where to lay His head.” His sufferings were
mental, for no man surely was ever more misunderstood, misrepresented,
worried, and tried. His sufferings were spiritnal, for though innocent
even of the thought of ill, and His spotless character unsullied even by
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nnholy imagination, “ He was made sin for us.” The sufferings of Hig
soul on account of sin were the very sonl of all His sufferings. And O
what a model sufferer He was both in life and death ! Never one
murmur; but His delight was to do His Father’s will, even though that
involved obloquy, shame, and keenest agony. Not only does nothing
like complaint ever escape His holy lips, or even the thought of it
be allowed for one single moment to daunt His solemn porpose, but
we are struck ab the positive absence of everything like self-pity. Nay,
our precious Lord never sat down to bewail His hard lot, or to solace
Himself by dwelling upon the thonght of His immense virtue. We can
pity Him, as we read the account of His agonies ; and had we been
there, we feel we should like to have wept in sympathy with Him:—

“ Have we no tears to shed for Him, Ah, look how patiently He hangs:
While soldiers mock, and Jews deride ? Jesus, our Love, is crucified ! "

Yes, dear Lord, we have tears oft-times to shed for Thee, but we
know Thou needest them not. The daughters of Jerusalem came ount
to weep for Him, and well they might, when they beheld Him fainting
as man beneath His heavy cross; but though doubtless He fully
appreciated their tender feeling towards Him, the “ Strength of Israel ”

ought more of them than of Himself—* Daughters of Jerusalem, weep
not for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.”

And how strong He is in death ! He is King even when the precions
life-blood is cozing fast from His veins. He snatches the chosen robber
ag a brand from the burning, and thereby shews that He is indeed
“mighty to save,” yea, “ to the nttermost,” and that when the natural
breath is quiiting His body. Amid all the confusion of tannting priests
and yelling people, He is perfectly calm and collected. With His dying
breath He prays for His murderers; and even when His face turns
pale, and His languid eyes roll, and His animal spirits faint, and He
turns giddy with weakness as man, the ¢ Scrength of Israel ” forgets
His own suofferings to provide for His proken-hearted mother. And
then, when all the Scriptures concerning Him are fulfilled, He cries with
a loud voice, “ It is finished ! ”” thereby proving that He is still strong
even in the very article of death. And, though a dark cloud is over
Him, and (because He is reckoned with transgressors), His holy Father
withdraws His sensible, solacing presence, yet He proves Himself the
“ Strength of Israel ” still, for the veil of the temple is rent, and the
graves are opened. Then He bows His head and gives up the ghost.
He laid down His life; no man had power to take it from Him, as He
said; but He had power to lay it down, and He had power to take it
again. Thus we behold the God, even when the man hangs expiring.
Blessed Lamb of God !—* wherefore He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them.” Then—

¢ What though our crimes are black as night,
Or glowing as the crimsou morn?

Emmanuel’s blood can wash them white
As snow by the pure ether borne.”

Glorious Emmanuel—God with us ! Happy they who can say from
the depth of the heart, *“ His mouth is most sweet: yea, He is altogether

lovely. This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend, O daoghters of
Jerusalem.”
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THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN.

Cheering Words Annual for 1887. R.
Banks and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-
street, London, E.C. (pricc Is., by post,
1s. 2d.). The twe photographic portraits
in this pretty little volume of Gospel
truth sre simply splendid! The present
year’s number will contain memoirs of
hymn-writers, with portraits.  Four
copies post free, 23d.

Baptist Handbook for 1885. London:
Alexander and Shepheard, 21, Furnival-
street, Holborn, E.C. (price 2s.). The
immense amount of labour bestowed in
the preparation of this work we can fully
estimate. The list of pastors and
Churches is invaluable. Memoirs of de-
parted Baptist ministers are most inte-
resting, as is also Baptist authors and
history, 1548—1700, by Joseph Angus,
D.D. The architectural descriptions of
several new Baptist Chapels add greatly
to the value of the work. No minister
or deacon should be without a copy of
this book. The information it contains
is truly surprising.

Church History,by C. B. and S. Has-
sell. This valuable New Year’s present
from our beloved brother, Mr. Charles
Grabham, of New York, America, we very
highly prize. The work itself takes in
the history of the religious world from
the creation to the year 1885, and neces-
sarily contains a vast amouat of interest-
ing information which will be of great
service to us. The Lord graciously re-
ward our dear brother Graham for his
great kindness to us.

EBwerlasting Life and Everlasting
Punishment: being a refutation of the
specious doctrine of conditionel immor-
tality. By Geo. W.Shepherd. London:
Baptist Tract Society, 15, Cursitor-
street, Holborn (price 2d., by post 2id.).
The immaterial and immortal nature of
the soul of man we have closely studied
for many years, and are therefore some-
what prepared to say that we thoroughly
agree in every part with the timely and
clearly written production before us on
the subject from the pen of our thought-
ful brother, Mr. G. W. Shepherd. Our
author has given us much weighty mat-
ter in a very succinet form on the natural
and spiritual constitution of man, the
moral government of God, and the Deity
and humanity of Cobrist as declared in
the New Testament, together with His
righteons work, in happy contradistinction
to the fatal errors of the ¢ New Gospe] ”
system. Thbe doctrine of eternal punish-
ment, though not the most delightful of
subjects, necessarily occupies a large
pertion of Mr. Shepherd’s work, and in

which we fully concur. This pamphlet
was written at the request of the Com.
mittee of the Strict Baptist Mission, with
a view to counteract the pernicious and
deadly errors of the *‘New Theology "
against the character and constitution of
man, abounding in parts of India and
Ceylon where the Strict Baptist Mission
stations are established, as also in this
country. We have not seen the tract
which is doing so much mischief in our
Mission Camps abroad,and which Mr,
Shepherd has been employed to rebut;
but sufficient of it is given in the pages
before us to amply justify the Committee
in what they have done by the aid of
M. Shepherd to prevent, if possible, an-
stable professors from adopting the
unscriptural doctrine of the *larger
hope.” ¢ There is no doctrine (says an
old writer) so false as not to contain in
it some portion of truth,” and this is
very perplexing to the Christian, espe-
cially when he hears such precious words
as the following, spoken in so deceptive
a manner, as they frequently are, ‘¢ Life
only in Christ.” These words are made
use of in order to nullify the solemn anti-
thesis, ¢ The wicked shall be turned into
hell,and all the nations that forget God
(Psalm ix. 17). Also, “ These shall go
away into everlasting punishment”
(Matt. xxv. 46). As our limited space
will not allow us to quote passages from
Mr. Shepherd’s pamphlet, we earnestly
hope our numerous readers will purchase
it, and give it their careful and prayerfal
attention. We believe it is destined to
realize a large circulation.

A Bright Sunset. London: Hodder
and Stoughton, 27, Paternoster-row
(price 1s.). This bright account of the
last days of a young Scottish football
player, with an introduction by the able
pen of J. H. Wilson, D.D., may be read
by young men with advantage. We
should hardly have expected to find so
much godly experience in the life of a
young football player as is recorded of
this youth in the pleasing annals of. his
last days.

The Sccond Advent. London: Office
of the  British Weekly,' 27, Paternoster-
row (price 1s.). This (No. 2 of the
British Weekly extras) is a work which
cannot fail to be of service to Biblical
students, as it contains much that is in-
teresting and instructive on one of the
greatest of theological subjects, the
Second Coming of Christ, from the
brilliznt pens of Canon Fausset, Mr, and
Mrs. H. G. Guinness, and Profesgor
Godet on the affirmative side; and
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“"EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD.

EXTRACTS FROM APPRECIATIVE LETTERS.

T following are selected from a large number of unsolicited repre-

sentative notices of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND (+OSPEL

addressed to the Editor.

Mr. AxvorD, New York, says:—*I1|
congratulate all concerned in the get-up
of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD.”

Mr. O. 8. DoLBEY, pastor of the Surrey
Tabernacle, writes :—* Allow me once
more, dear brother, to express my un-
abated pleasure in the firm uncom-
promising way and manner in which
you have been enabled to conduct the
Magazine, of which, I trust, you are the
Heavenly-a.ppointed Editor. May your
heart and hands be still strengthcned, |
and much encouragement afforded you, '
both by the Lord and your brethren.”

E. C. F., a London Auditor and Ac-
countant, referring to the EARTHEN
VESSEL AND GospeEL HERALD, and
Cheering Words, says:—“True ‘ring’
in both. Excuse my adding, that the
Editorial discovers not only unquestion-
able skill and ability, but above all, the
Christian Spirit!”

P. M., Woking, says:—“ Allow me to
congratulate you upon the improved
appearance of the Magazine, both exter-
nal and internal; I am sure 1t is a credit
to you and to your numerous eorrespon-
dents, and will, if maintained, consider-
ably enhance its value, and therefore,
widen its influence and circulation,”

A. G, P, Saffron Walden, writes:—
“The EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD has certainly improved under
your Editorship.”

W. H. T., London, writes:—*Please

allow me to add my expression of

HERALD,

approval of the January number of the
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD.
It is, in my opinion, one of the best, if
not the very hest, number ever issued.”

Mg. R1DER, Stratford, kindly says:—
“Please accept the best wishes of our
Church for increased prosperity in your
work by word and pen. We earnestly
hope that with the dawn of a new year
much light and knowledge may be dif-
fused into the dark corners of the earth
by the instrumentality (in God’s hands)
of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD.”

B. TayLor, Pulham, says:—“1 am

delighted with your fuwithful articles
in t%e EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HErRALD. All loversof God’s truth must
take the Magazine, and like it too.”
. W., London, writes:—* My dear
Brother,—“I write a line to say how
very pleased I am to see in this (Feb.)
month’s EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD such blessed Gospel truth . . .
giving you such a good character for
your faithfulness in the truth.”

F. P. P, Kent, says:—“1 am pleased
that you stick to the discriminating
truth, as in the Gospel of Christ, in the
EARTHEN VESSEL AND  GOSPEL
HERALD.”

A SUFFOLK gentleman writes: “MR.
WINTERS.—Glad OUR periodical is so
well sustained under your Editorship.
May it long continue to be a blessing to
God’s people, and may you receive a
blessing as itsleader.”

FREE
THE “EARTHEN VESSEL

DISTRIBUTION

OF

AND GOSPEL HERALD.”

We are glad to inform our readers that quite a lively interest is being
taken in the Free Distribution of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND (OSPEL
HERALD; it has awakened a sympathy for the souls of the suffering.
This is a kind sister to the Lord’s Poor Fund, and gives a practical
denial to the erroneous statement that “the Strict Baptists are careless
about the spiritual and temporal welfare of their fellow-creatures.”

Towards the Free Circulation of the
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GosPEL HERALD,
we have received 2s, from Mrs. Thoms;
28, from A. Cook, Providence Chapel,
Streatham, and 1s, from Anna R. This
friend says:—“Dear Mr, Winters,—I
have enclosed 2s, worth of stamps to
help to Distribute the E. V. and G. H

&

and Cheering Words; 1s, for E. V. and

H.,, and Is. for ¢. 1. T should like
them to be distributed in every work-
house in the land. 1f ever it should be
the Lord’s will that I should be lodged
in a workhouse, I hope someone will
send me the E. V. and G. H., and C. W."

A LitrtLE ONE,” Hampshire, 58, for
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two copies, one of which will be sent to
the Chest Hospital, Ventnor, 1. W., and
one to the Samaritan Hospital for
Women. One copy each is also sent to
Female Protection Society, Marylebone;
Female Lock Hospital and Asylum,
Harrow-road: and Epping Union,
Epping. A kind friend has also sent
instructions for four copies monthly, to
be forwarded to ten different places
named, together with eight copies of
Cheering Words. Since our last notice
copies are also sent to Edmonton Union
(Workhouse), Seaman’s Hospital (Dread-
nought) Greenwich, Tottenham Hos-
pital, London Hospital.

DrAR BROTHER.—I send you P.O. for
25, wishing the EARTHEN VRSSEL AND

FREE DISTRIBUTION OF ‘ THE EARTHEN VESSEL,” ETC.

GosSPEL HERALD increased circulation,
praying the blessing of the Lord may
rest upon your work and labour for the
lory of God and the good of souls—
ours sincerely, E. A. GRREN, Camber-
well,

Bro. A. H. SEWELL, of Kersey, writes:
—*DEAR BROTHER,—Just a line in
answer to your request as to sending the
E.V.and G, H. to the different institu-
tions around us. I have sent it to the
Cosford Union this year, and one old
gentlemau (with tearful eyes) found it
out and thanked me very much for it,
and said, ‘though many of the inmates
had never seen such a book and knew
nothing of its contents, it was a source

. of great comfort to my soul.'”

GRATEFUL ECHOES

FROM THE LORD’S

POOR AND NEEDY.
THE following are extracts from letters which have been received by our
dear Brother Winters, which tell their own tale, and will be read with
interest; to which are added some also received by yours in the hope of

the Gospel,—JoENx W. BaNKs, 18,

AN Aged Widow at Camberwell,
writes :—*“Mr. W. Winters,—I must
thank you for your kindness; it came at
a time when I was in great need.”

A Wipow in Surrey, Greatly Affiicted
and Poor, says:—* Dear Brother in the
Lord,—I do most truly thank you for
what vou have most kindly sent me, I
have no doubt your funds are low, but
what a mercy our ever-precious Christ's
fulness is the same.”

A Poor and Infirm Minister of Christ,
living with his aged wife in an upper
room, Appeals for Help:—*“My dearly
beloved Brother,—I write this in a state
of excessive weakmess, and the pressure
of want; I am incapable of doing any-
thing; can you, and will you help me?”
We have long known this good brother as
a faithful servant of the Lord, and have
done our best to help him. Had a
- Strict Baptist Ministers’ Relief Fund”
been established, his case would have
been worthy of attention.”

AN Aged and Infirm Saint, living in
the West of England, writes:—* I return
my very sincere thanks to you, dear
brother, for sending me a sovereign-
token of your attachment to poor me in
this trying state of things.”

A VERY Poor and Aged Widow, in
London, says—after receiving a little
help—*The dear Lord be praised for
such timely help, for I was quite with-
out, and was wondering where the next
would come from, Truly ‘He heareth
the poor and needy when they cry.’”

A Dear Old Saint, Many Years an
Inmate in a Kent Workhouse, writes:—
““My very dear Brother,—I thank our
heavenly Father that I have a brother

Park-street, Upper-street, N.

to sympathize with the poor and needy
of God's family. I do bless the Lord for
His kindness and your kindness to me.”

A Poor and Afflicted Brother Implores
Us to Send Him Help, in the following
language:—“ Dear Brother Winters,—In
the name of my God, can you send me a
little help? I am very low and weak.
Thanks to Him I feel better. If He will
only send me sufficient for gaining
strength, I shall be grateful. Pardon
and forgive me, your brother in sad-
ness."” %Ve have helped our friend a
little, but not as we could wish, for
want of funds.

A DEEPLY Tried Brother writes us
the following:—* Dear Brother Winters,
—Very many thanks for your kind note,
and the order enclosed. I had been
waiting on the Lord some time, but I
began to look very down this morning,
as all seemed dark, but now He has put
a new song into my mouth—even praise
to my God. He never is before His
time, and He cannot be too late.”

A PooR Saint, who has been Over-
whelmed in Trouble and Affliction,
says:—“It is with a grateful heart I re-
celved your note, and also the order. It
is real help to me just now. It did lift
me up out of a trying place. . . . The
Lord’s blessing rest upon you for so
doing, and make it up to your funds
tenfold. It did fill my heart full of joy
and gladness to be so helped out of a
strait like that,”

AN aged minister of the Gospel writes:
—“MY DEAR FRIEND,J. W. BANKS,—
Naturally speaking you have saved my-
self and wife, We should have been
without & morsel of hread.”



GRATEFUL FEOHOES FROM THE LORD'S POOR.

AN aged saint, Hoxton:—"I received
your kind note, with order. It came
yust in time. wanted coals. I am
still confined to my room.”

A LONELY aged brother says:—*I had
just sat down to my last morsel, and
began to wonder where the next would
come from, when the postman brought
your letter. I fell on my knees, and
thanked the Lord for His goodness to
me."”

AN Aged Couple, Stratford :—“We
hardly know how to thank the Lord
sufficiently for His mercies to us in our
old age. . . . Weare sincerely grateful.”

A wipow, with six orphans. Her
aunt, writing for her tells us:—“I do
not know what my poor niece would do

- without your kind help. .

it

. . How

the Lord is to her.” good

A MINISTER of the Gospel, whose wife
visits one of our Pensioners, writes:—.
“Your kindness to hand for poor Sarah.
. . . Mrs. B. took the 53, to her . .
she is scrupulous over every penny. . .
She is coughing a great deal. . . . No
work, norable todo it. The Lord refresh
your spirit as you have poor Sarah’s.”

A DEAR Brother, aged 75, thanks God
for what he has received from us, and
wishes he could get a little light worl,
so that he could earn a few shillings
weekly.

AN AfHlicted Lover of Truth, in Herts,
says :— “Dear Brother Banf{s,—-—I ac-
knowledge your great kindness to me.in

my heavy affliction.”
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3. We share our mutual woes, 5. This glorious hope revives
QOur mutual burdens bear ; O_ur courage by the way ;
And often for each other flows ‘While each in expectation lives,

The sympathizing tear. And longs to see the day.

4. When we asunder part, 8. From sorrow, toll and pain,
It gives us inward pain; And sin, we shall be free;
But we shall still be joined in heart, And perfect Jove and friendship reign,
And hope to meet again. Through all eternity.

The copy of this tune has been kindly supplied by Mr. C. L. Kenme.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERBALD is published monthly, price 2d.
A single copy will be sent posfﬂfrce to any country in the Postal Union fg]r 2s. 6d.
per annum. Should any difficully be cxperienced in obtaining copies of this
‘Magazine, you are requested to communicate dircet with the Publishers, ROBERT
BaNKs & SON, Racquet Court, Fleet Strect.
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Professor J. A. Beet, Principal T. C.
Edwards, and Principal Brown on the
negative side. We wish the book an
extensive circulation.

SERMONB. God's Work, Man's Inven-
tions. By J. Parnell (price 1d.). Pub-
lished by R. Banks and Son, Racquet-
court, Fleet-street; and may be had of
the author, 7, Trigon-road, Clapham-
road, S.W.,and W. Wileman, Bouverie-
street, E.C. We could wish that such
sound divinity, as is given in this ser-
mon, were set forth in every place of
worship. Mr. Parnell says: ‘ This text
has been deeply impressed upon my
mind of late, especially since the com-
mencement of the controversy with regard
to what is termed the * Down Grade,
concerning which I am determined, by
the help of God, to have my say.” We
thank our brother exceedingly for what
he has said on the subject, and heartily
wish his UP-GRADE SERMON an immense
circulation. The Mystery of Christ, No.
7, Brixton Tabernacle Pulpit, by C.
Cornwell (price 1d.). RB.Banksand Son,
Racquet-court, Fleet-street. We heard
of the merits of 'this sermon when many
miles from home! ‘ Have you seen Mr.
Cornwell’s sermon, No. 77" said an
earnest sober Christian to us the other
day. “If you have not, do get it,” said
another friend, ‘ for it is a splendid one.”
We have it now before us, and can
heartily endorse all that our friends have
stated in its favour. Friends, buy itand
read it, and may God bless it to your

souls. He is our Peace, by Philip
Reynolds. Would this sermon were
longer! Brother Philip commenced

volume four of his sermons in a right
noble style, “‘He is our peace.
Heaven's music is in the words! How
often they have soothed the anguished-
filled soul! ” So they have, dear Philip,
and may God bless your earnest endea-
vours to comfort the troubled in Zion
with a continuation of such blessed dis-
courses as the one we are now devouring
(price 1d.). Any number of copies, post
free, of Mr. P. Reynolds, 8, Elphinstone-
street, Avenell-road, Highbury, N.; orof
Mr, G. Lammers, Clyde House, Arundel-
Place, Barnsbury, London, N. Decrees
and Demands of the Watchers. By
the late Joseph Irons (price 1d.).
D. Fisk, 6, Brighton-place, Brighton, and
of F. Kirby, 17, Bouverie-street, London.
Most suitable for present-day reading,
especially as Popery is makingsuch rapid
strides in England. The memory of
Joseph Irons is sacred to us. O, for a
thousand valiant heroes like him to break
the Devil's chains that bind the Queen
and many of her blind subjects to the
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Pope of Rome, and to the religious
buffoonery of High Churchism.

TRACTS AND PAMPHLETS., The Truth.
A word to all Christians, hy J. B. Stoney.
London: Nigbet and Co., 21, Berners-
street, W. (price twopence). Excellent
throughout. 7The Purpose and Design of
a Christian Churck, by R. Shindler. To
be had of J. Wall, 54, Cratched Friars,
E.Q. Full of wholesome words. Moudera
Thought, by Philip Jones. R. Banks,
Racquet-court, Fleet-street (price one
penny). Highly suitable for the present
day, Duty-Faith—what is it? by J.
Jenner, of Redhill. Worthy of a world-
widecirculation, Pastor Allen’s Answer
o the Slanders of Cardinal Moran. We
should think that Cardinal Moran would
never have the audacity to attempta refu-
tation of our beloved brother, D. Allen’s,
masterly answer to his charge. Supple-
ment to the Correspondence about Bap-
tism between Pastor Brandon, of Chelsea,
and Mr. Johnstone, of Edinburgh. Mr.
Brandon’s defence is a noble one.

MAGAZINES, &C.: The Olive Branch
(four copies, post free, 2d.). J. Briscoe,
28, Banner-street, Bunhill-row, E.C. The
February number of this little monthly
contains an interesting account of the
death of Mr. J. Hazelton, President of
the Strict Baptist Mission. The Silent
Messenger enters upou the New Year
with a timely address by the Editor, J.
S. Anderson, and with a solid paper by
C. Masterson, of Brighton In the Feb.
number the two Grades, Up and Down,
are dealt with. ZLife and Light,by R.
E. Sears, worth its weight in gold. The
Editor's New Year'smeditation, “ Blessed
and Blessing,"” )

¢ Is Indeed twice blessed: [takea.

It blesseth him that gives, and him that

Mr. Sears’ “ Modern Thought” tract is

doing much good. If friends wish for

copies they must appiy at once to the
author, 560, Grove-road, Bow, E.

The Regular Baptist Mugazine is pub-
lished twice a month. We admire the
firm and kind spirit of its Editor-in-chief,
Mr. James Bradley. The excellent
papers it contains from time to time
must prove spiritually helpful to all who
believe in Jesus. Adustralian Parti-
cular Baptist Magazine. This precious
monthly is brim full of Christ and His
blessed trath. Itis a glorious witness
for God in the Antipodes. The Gospel
Mugazine. Always sound and spiritual.
Banrner of Israel. Monthly parts, post
free, 8d. R. Banks, Racquet-court,
Flect-street, E.C. Rich in Biblical lore.
Zion'’s Witness (2d. monthly). R.Banks,
Racquet-court, Fleet-street, Those who
love the pure truth of God will enjoy the
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reading of this Magazine. 7he Silver
Morn. Lovers of prophecy will not fail
to find much to interest them in this
two-penny mon'hiy. The Fireside. This
pictorial monthly (price 6d.) is charm-
ingly interesting. Editor, the Rev. C.
Bullock, B.D. The Day of Days and
Home Words run much in the same line
of subject-matter with The Fireside, as
also Hand and Heart. One penny
montbly. The Cave Adullam Messenger.
This cheering 1'ttle monthly we always
weicome. Amatewr Gardening (1d.
weckly). W. H. and L. Collingridge,
148 and 149. Aldersgate-strect, E.C. One
of the best publications existing on
gardening. A Kindly Welcome, by W.
E. Palmer. begins the year well, “ Jesus
only.” Temperance Chronicle, full of
vseful and pleasant reading. Quarterly
Reporter of the German Baptist Mission.
Interesting. The Quarterly Record of
the Trinitarian Bible Society. This
Bocicty is an indispcnsable blessing to
the world at large, as it promotes the cir-
culation of uncorrupted versions of the
Word of God. Th~ Quarterly Record of
Aged Pilgrims’ Friend Society. Notes
of the Socicty's position for the past
quarter show the present number of pen-
sioners on the books to be 1.183. The
sum expended in support of these pen-
sions alone amounts to £7,500. The
blessing of such a Society to this country
is incalculsble. Hadleigh Messenger.
Our brother. B. J. Northfield, has adopted
Cheering Words in a wrapper, as a local
organ of truth in connection with the
Church of which be is pastor. Brother
Northfield wriies: *“ The ¢ Hadleigh Mes-
senger ' finds warm reception amongst
our friends, and is no hindrance to other
periodicals.” Wc wish other pastors and
Churches wonid follow the example of
brotber Northfield.

Surrey Tabernacle Benefit Society.
The annual meeting of the members of
this Society was he!d in the vestry of the
Tabernacle, Wanrey-street, on Tuesday
evening, Jan.31st. Theexcellent report
then adopted shows the Society to be in
a very beaithy and satisfactory condi-
tion. According to the report, 36 new
members have been received during the
vear, making a total of 1,103; but from
this number 30 have been deducted
owing to deaths and other causes.
During the year the invested capital has
increased £500, making the invested
capital at the present time to be £12,000.
A Voluntary Brnevolent Fund has re-

cently been started in conunection with
the above Benefit Society. The object
of the Fund is the assisting of the Mem- |
bers to pay their subscriptioas in times of |

EARTHEN VESSEL

temporary distress, so that they may not
lose their right to the benefit of the
Society, The Secretary, Mr. T, Knott, of
139, Alscot-road, Bermondsey, S.E., will
receive subscriptions toward this Fund,.
which has already proved very service-
able to many brethren in the hour of
trouble and need. The annual report,
furnished by the Secretary, Mr. Thomas
Knott, is in every way creditable and
praiseworthy.

Man Redeemed from Sin and Death—
the Bible doctrine of the Resurrection of
the dead, etc. By David Bartley. Pub-
lished by D. H. Goble, Greenfield,.
Indiana. We have reccived a presenta-
tion copy of this excellent work. The
subject—the resurrection of the dead—is
mainly and faithfully dealt with by our
kind author, and which is onethat cannot
fail to interest every Christian who may
become possessed of the book. It con-
tains 342 beautifully-printed pages. The’,
type is large and clear, a consideration-
to persons whose eyesight is impaired.
A “life-like” portrait of the author
adorns, as a frontispiece, the work, which
may be had at the ahove address for 75
cents., post-paid. We cannot express in
words our heartfelt indebtedness to our
beloved brother, Mr. D. Bartley, for his.
handsome present, which we hope to hold .
in loving memory of him as long as we-
arein the body. By this present we are
also forcibly reminded of the kindness
recently realised at the hands of our dear
brother, Mr. Charles Graham, of New.
York.

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST.

“His commandments are not grievous.,”—
(1John v. 3.)

He tbat redeemecd us with His blood,
From rin and death a..d woe,

Has given us Hi~ precious Word,
That we His will might know.

Thus learn and love to run the way,
Not holding truth in part;

But all His precepts to obey,
‘With an enlarged heart,

Should gracious souls that wateh and pray,.
For guidance Ly His hand,

Tuin from one part of truth and say,
*Tis only a coinmaud !

Ye' many living souls there be
‘Who hold the truth in love
This ordinance they cannot sec,

Nor of its mode approve,

But we regard it as He saith
A sign to all that view:

Their only hope in His own death,.
And resurrection too,

Shall that baptism which insures
The soul to endless life,

Exelude the Masier’s household lawas.
Or cause the brethren strife!

Oh may we all unite and pray,
¢ Come, Holy Spirit, come,

Give eyes to sce, wills to obey,
Then in His ways we'll run.”
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DORSET-SQUARE, HILL-STREET.

The fiftieth annual meeting of the
Infants Iricnd Socicty was held on
Tuesday, January 31, 1886. From its
origin this Society has always been
carried on with a true spirit of Christian
sympathy by a band of truth-loving sis-
ters, who have ever manifested a desire
to imitate their divine Master, “ who
went about doing good” (Acts x. 38).
The “ Hill-st. Infants’ Friend Society”
is quite a household word among the
Churches of truth in the Metropolis, and,
so far as we know, it has never lacked
willing hands and heartsin carrying out
its Christ-like mission. Into many a
troubled home it has entered and has
bound up many a wound, and in every
case have the indefatigable ladies, while
they have thus helped to ameliorate the
urgent requirements of the helpless,
endeavoured by prayer and supplication
to pour in the oil and wine of the Gospel.
Such a work as is carried out by this
Society must be fraught with many in-
conveniences and heart-rending inci-
dents to those engaged in it. But these
have given an impetus to the workers
to press on with still greater energy, and
the Hill-street Infants’ Friend Society
of to-day is, through the Almighty
power and grace of God, working in the
hearts of the Committee as much as ever.
The temporal good rendered has been
very great; the spiritual good it has been
instrumental in doing will never be
known this side of eternity. The fol-
lowing extracts from Miss E. J. Bon-
field's report, read by Mr. Charles Wilson
on the occasion, will, we are sure, be
peruscd with much interest:—

“The Committee of the Infants’ Friend
Society feel peculiar pleasure and inte-
rest in recording another year’s work,
inasmuch as it is the jubilee year of the
Society. Fifty years ago (July, 1838)
this Society was originated by Mrs.King.
The printed report, issued in January,
1840, details the first 18 months' work,
and the vigour with which it com-
menced, £41 11s. 1d. being collected and
dispersed. All the members of the first
committee, except Mrs, J. Cummings,
have entered into the joy of their Lord.
The Society steadily grew, conferring
its benefits upon an increasing number
of poor women. . From its com-
mencement to the present time the
Society lhas relieved 7,372 cases, and the
sum of over £2,980 expended, exclusive
of a large amount for purchase of new
material, printing, &e. Your committee
feel it is indeed true, ‘ Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us.’ Since the last annual
meeting 209 cases have been visited and
assisted, in which your committee have
met with a sad amount of destitution,
and have continually heard the sorrow-

(rOSPEI,

HERALD. A7

OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

ful story, ‘My husband is out of worlk,’
which means dire distress, if not semi-
starvation. The report, after citing some
distressing incidents, expresses regret at
the resignation of Mrs. Wilson, through
failing health, who for many years was
treasurer, which office is now filled by
Mrs. Weaver. The hearty thanks of the
committee are given to all their kind
subscribers, and they confidently reckon
upon their continued support, especially
so for the kind gifts of Mrs. Elnough
and the Misses Harris. The balance-
sheet for the past year showsthe receipt
and expenditure of over £99. The com-
mittee for the year are—Mrs. Shepherd
(president), Mrs. Weaver (treasurer),
Miss Bonfield (secretary), Mrs. Barratt,
Miss Headland, Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. Ebbs,
Mrs. C. C. Harris, Mrs. Holmes, Mrs.
Nunn, Miss Puddifoot, and Mrs.
Tinson.”

The adoption of the report was moved
by Mr. R. E. Sears (whose mother and
other relatives were among the origina-
tors of the Society), who sermonised
out of a full heart on “The gracious
word of salvation” (Rom. x.15). Mr,
J. 8. Anderson was solid and stately on
“ The necessary work of salvation ”
(Titus iii. 5), in which he referred to
his own call by grace. Mr. W. K. Dexter,
with his native gentle suasiveness, gave
full proof of “ The felt worth of salva-
tion” (1 Peter i. 8). Mr.J. Bush, full
of holy fire and heavenly aspirations,
spoke of “The crowning work of salva-
tion” (1 John iii. 2). r. J. L. Meeres
was hindered by illness from being
present; this was a source of great grief
to the meeting, as the dear old man of
God had been, with one exception, to
every annual meeting of the Society,
At the request of Mr. G. W. Shepherd,
who presided, a telegram. expressive of
the love and sympathy of the meeting,
was forwarded to him. Altogether the
meeting was a spiritual feast to many,
and we pray for a long, happy, and
prosperous future both for the Society
and for the pastor of the Church. Prayer
was offered by Mr. Tinson, and, ere they
parted, the voices of the assembly
blended to the harmonious strains of
“Miles’ Lane,” sent up a voluminous
ascription of praise to their heavenly
Father, in Perronett's well-known para-
phrase on the last clause, in Acts x. 36.

* All hailthe power of Jesu's name,
Let tmgelsa]n strate fall :

Bring fort | the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all.”—J. W. B.

WOLLASTON.—We are very pleased
to hear that the cause of God is prosper-
ing here under the ministry of Mr. A.
Lester. It is understood that his publia
recognition will take place in March.
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BETHNAL GREEN.—At Hope, Bro.
J. Copeland celebrated the second anni-
versary of his pastorate on Tuesday,
Jan. 24. Mr,J. H. Lynn preached in the
afternoon. In the evening the pastor
was surrounded by his beloved deacons
and numerous friends from different

arts, who came to show their love to

im and wish him God-speed. Mr. I. R.
Wakelin occupied the chair at the public
meeting. and spoke freely and cheerfully
on the work of the Lord in the Sabbath-
school and in the public ministry, and
was glad to hear that the Holy Spirit
had been manifest in their midst during
another vear. The pastor thanked the
ministers and friendsfor their presence,
and said the theme of the ministry had
been =salvation by grace apart from
creature doing: the precepts of the
Gospel had been contended for, and by
the blessing of God, twelve had been
added to their number. Members,
deacons, and pastor pressed on in the
unity of the Spirit. Prayer-meetings
were good; also the Sunday-school and
Tract and Sick Societies were very
promising. Their hope was in the Lord,
trusting that by the quickening influence
of the Holy Ghost, greater blessings
were in store for them. Mr.J. H. Lynn
spoke on divine sovereignty; Mr, Lang-
ford on eternal election; Mr. R. E. Sears
on the end of election; Mr, Porter gave
a lucid address on the spiritual know-
ledge of election; and Mr. Noyes fol-
lowed. with a full heart, on Rom. viii.
29. Mr. J. W. B. offered prayer. The
chapel has been properly renovated in-
side, and the outside has been protected
from ‘ profane and wanton havoc,” by
some new iron railings, &c. We wish
for our friends at Hope a happy and
prosperous future.—J. W, B.

DACRE PARK.—The seventh anni-
versary of Mr. W. K. Dexter’s pastorate
was held on Tuesday, Feb. 14th. The
cause here, like many others, has to con-
tend against the removal of friends in
Providence, and the strong ecclesiastical
element and influence of the neighbour-
hood ; but. said Mr. Dexter, we are not
on the decline, while some go. others
come. We have to bless God for His
presence, and the bond of affection that

inds us. We hope unitedly to press on
in the strength of the Lord. When he
(Mr. Dexter) came among them in 1881
the Church numbered 94, and during the
seven years of his pastorate 88 had been
added (46 by baptisms). They com-
menced another year adhering to the
same old truths which took hold of him
many years ago, ..., that salvation is of
grace from first to last. The sermon in
the afternoon was preached by Mr, P,
Reynolds, from the words, “First the
blade, then the ear, after that the full
corn in the ear” (Ma.rk iv. 28), which
text the preacher was enabled to work
out with his characteristic intelligence
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and spirituality, The subject was con-
tinued in the evening by Mr. Shaw,
of Gravesend, speaking on * Fallow
round ;” Mr. J. S. Anderson, “ Sowing
the seed of the kingdom ;" Mr, Issac
Ballard delivered a forcible and telling
address on “ Pruning ;" Mr. Horton, on
‘“The need of heavenly showers;” and
Mr. R. E. Sears concluded the truly
spiritual speeches on “ Sower and reaper
rejoicing together.” A little temporal
matter was attended to by Mr. James
Mote, who testified of the people’s affec-
tion for their pastor by presenting him
with a purse containing £11, in doing
which Mr, Mote said the people at Dacre
Park, Lee, never contributed more
heartily at any time since he had known
them., Mr. Dexter was taken quite by
surprise, and acknowledged this touch-
ing token of affection as well as he
could. Mr.J. Cattell presided efficiently
Mr. Dullimore and Mr. Dalton offered
prayer,and Mr. T. M, Whittaker rejoiced
with pastor and people in the haggy
meeting, The clear proceeds of the day
(£5) were also handed to the pastor —
J.W.B. e
TROWBRIDGE.—The annual meet-
ing of the teachers and friends of Zion
Chapel (late John Warburton’s), took
place on Wednesday, February 8. Over
200 took tea in the schoolroom. The
evening meeting was presided over by
the late pastor, Mr, W. Schofield, and the
occasion was marked by presenting him
with a silver tea and coffee service bear-
ing the following inscription:—*A token
of esteem from the friends of Zion
Chapel, Trowbridge, to Mr. and Mrs.
Schofield, in remembrance of their
labours amongst them. February 8th,
1888.” Each piece wasalso engraved with
Mr. Schofield’s monogram. The presen-
tation was made on behalf of the friends
by Mr. W. Applegate, who spoke in
appropriate terms; and Mr. Schofeld,
in responding, thanked them for the
unexpected kindness shown him, and
referred to his great attachment to the
people of Zion Chapel, and regretted
that his health compelled him to sever
himself from them. The Committee's
report for the past year was read by
Mr. J. Gore, junr,, which showed the
school and its funds to be in a prosper-
ous condition, the number of scholars
being now 240. The usual votes of thanks
were accorded to the committee and
officers of the school, who were re-elected
for the ensuing year, and interesting
addresses bearing upon Sunday-school
work were given by the Chairman,
Messrs. W. Applegate, G. Gore, B. Porter,
S. Little, and others. The singing class
rendered a couple of anthems during the
evening, and the schoolroom was, as
usual, tastefully decorated. Thanks
having been accorded to the ladies, the
decorators, and the Chairman, this inter-
esting meeting was brought toa close by
ginging the Doxology.— Wiltshire Times
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OROYDON,—SALEM, WINDMILL-
B8TRBET.—Pastor, W, Horton. New Year’s
services in connection with the third
anniversary of the pastor’s settlement,
Jan. 25, Mr, W. Winters preached a ser-
mon in the afternoon, which was much
appreciated. Between 80 and 90 friends
partook of an excellent tea. In the
evening our kind and esteemed brother
W. Kennard, presiding, read Psa. cxxvi.
and cxxxiii, and brother W. Winters
offored earnest prayer. The chairman
after a few seasonable remarks, calle
upon brother W. Horton (pastor) to ad-
dress the friends. Mr. Horton in a clear
and satisfactory manner, then gave a
brief review of his three years’ labours
as pastor of the Church at Salem, Croy-
don. He said:—*“As a Church we have
much occasion to rejoice and heartily
exclaim, ‘The Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad,” It
‘will be remembered that we commenced
our ministerial labours in this place on
the first Lord’s-day in July, 1884, under
very disadvantageous circumstances—
the Church at that time numbering
only 14 members; we now number 49;
thus showing an increase of 35 during
our three years’ pastorate. Thus we
have spent three years together in our
new relationship as pastor and people in
love and mutual affection. During our
first year’s labours the Lord gave us an
increase of 17, the second year 7, and
this year (the third) 11, making a total
of 35 during our three years’ work in the
Lord's service here. Financially, we
cheerfully acknowledge the kind assis-
tance of our many loving friends around
us, May the Lord bless them all a
thousand-fold! We have collected durin,
our three years’ pastorate the sum o
£300, and have entirely altered and im-
proved the interior of our chapel at a
cost of £150; the remaining £150 we
have appropriated towards paying off
our chapel debt of £500. We have bor-
rowed £100 at 4 per cent., to be repaid by
instalments as required, and the remain-
ing £250 has been kindly lent us by the
‘ Metropolitan Association of Strict
Baptist Churches,” without interest, for
ten years, to be repaid by quarterly in-
stalments of £6 5s. Thus at the end of
the term, this building will be the
property of the Church. We have also
put the chapel in trust for the use of the
Strict and Particular Baptist Denomi-
nation for ever, at a cost of £15. This
amount we have also paid; our worthy
solicitor, Mr. E. Mote, having kindly
presented us with £3 towards the cost.
Our desire now is to make the chapel
comfortable by the erection of vestries
and school-rooms, which we hope to ac-
complish at no dista.nt period; but we
are anxious to collect the money, or the
%ieuber part of it, before we commence
the alterations: ‘ Owe no man anything,’
being our motto. We are living and
worshipping together in the sweet peace
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and harmony of the glorious Gospel, and
trust phe same happiness and joy'may
reign in our midst during the year we
have just entered upon, and success
attend our labours in the Lord's service."
Brother W. Winters spoke on the chosen
of God (Eph. i. 4); brother R. E. Sears
on the pleasure of the Lord (Eph. i. 5);
brother W. K. Dexter on the riches of
grace (Eph. i. 7); brother J. H. Dearsly
on divine purpose (Eph. i. 9); brother
Silvester on the counsel and will of God
(Eph. i. 11); brother J. Cullingford made
a few kind remarks, and thanked the
ood chairman, ministers, and friends
or their presence and help on the happy
occasion. He then closed the meeting
with earnest prayer. An unknown friend
wrote the annexed lines:—

AN ACROSTIC ON WILLIAM HORTON.

‘W hy, Lord, Thy wondrous love to me,
I who was once estranged from Thee,
L ivi- g without truelove to God,

L oit'ring in the downward road ’

I nothing knew of Thy great love,

A far from Thee my feet did rove,

M y soul not seeking joys above.

H ow manifest Thy love to me—

O mercy great, how rich and tree!

R estored my soul, turned round my feet,
T o walk the road to bliss so great.

O f Thy free grace help me to tell

N ow and until in heaven I dwell.

This meeting was unanimously pro-
nounced to be the very best of the kind
ever held in Salem Chapel, Croydon.
Brother Baker assisted in the songs of
praise, and all the deacons, with their
beloved pastor, were active and happy
in their work of love. Collections, £9.
Praise the Lord'—ED.

PULHAM-ST.-MARY.—DEAR SIR,—
‘We are sure you must have been misin-
formed respecting the Church at Pul-
ham: it never was in a more flourishing
condition than it is at the present time.
It is now about twelve months since our
beloved pastor came amongst us. During
that time great things have been done.
In the first place, the old pulpit has been
removed, and a new platform been
erected in its place, a new American
organ has been purchased, new hymn
books have been introduced, also new
lamps, and other much needed improve-
ments. The congregations are better
than they have been for years. The
Sunday evening prayer-meetings are
such that should cause every tbhrist-
loving soul to rejoice; the spirit of
enquiry is among the people, and great
good is being done. During the year
13 have been added to the Church, 10 by
baptism, 2 by letter, and 1 by experience.
‘When our dear pastor came amongst us
we could not procure a house for him,
A piece of land was purchased, a build-
ing committee formed. and a good house
has been built for our minister, in which
he is comfortably situated to-day. Col-
lecting cards were sent out, and a good
sum obtained in this way. Mr. B. Taylor,
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the late pastor, has lent the committee
£100, at 4 per cent. All this is the
work of one twelve months. Well may
we exclaim in thelanguage of Scripture,
“What has God wrought?” To His
name be all the glory. Signed, THOMAS
HuBBARD, THOMAS KERRIDGE, JOHN
BUNN, Deacons. Feb. 10th, 1888, [We
are indebted to our beloved brother. Mr.
Benjamin Taylor, for previous informa-
tion received respecting the above cause,
as his published signature imports, and
which we accepted as bona fide. ros-
perity was not a question with us.—ED. ]

RICHMOXD XEW STRICT
BAPTIST CHAPEL,

The New Year's meeting in con-
nection with Richmond Salem Baptist
Chapel was held at the Royal Assembly
Rooms, on Thursday, January 19th,
unusual interest being lent to the pro-
ceedings by the fact that the new place
of worship for this congregation is now
in course of erection in Parkshot. It
will be remembered that in consequence
of the Church having received notice to
quit their present premises at Christmas,
they determined to make an immediate
effort, to erect a place of worship of their
own. Accordingly two houses in Park-
shot were purchased, and it was arranged
to commence operations by building a
school-chapel on the ground at the back
of these, the ground-floor of one of the
houses being utilised to make a bold
entrance, while the other islet. Ulti-
mately the houses are to be pulled down
and a chapel erected in front of the
building which is now in progress. The
inside dimensions will be 44 Teet by 29
feet, and the building is expected to
accommodate a congregation of about
500,

The proceedings commenced in the
afternoon with a sermon by Mr, Styles.
Tea was afterwards provided, and dur-
ing the proceedings those who had
-collecting cards and boxes for the new
‘chapel bronght them in, the result being
‘an addition of £52 6s. 5d. to the funds.
Mr. John Bush, of Kingston, presided
at the public meeting, which was well-
attended. The following report was
read by Mr. Edwin Jeffs, the treasurer
of the Building Committee:— .

“Qur last report showed that it was
our intention to let the two houses pur-
chased (opposite the railway station)
and build a school-room, to be used at
present for a chapel, on the gardens of
both at the rear, and it is our pleasing
‘duty to inform you that we have been
successful in doing so for the sum of
£68 per annum, which amount will
more than cover the interest, which is
£55, of the loan from the Perpetual
Investment Building Society. Brother
S. K. Bland has prepared the plans and
specifications for the new school-room
and the tender of Mr. J. J. Osborne, of
(‘hiswick, for the building of the same
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for the sum of £535 has been acceptanl.
The work is well forward, and we hope.
God willing, to hold the opening ser-
vices about the end of March, The deed
of trust has been executed and is in our
possession, securing the property (sub-
Ject to the deed of mortgage) to the
Strict Baptist Denomination. The loan
of £150 from the Metropolitan Associa-
tion of Strict Baptist Churches is ready
for us so soon as we apply for it, which
will doubtless be in a few days. We
have cash in hand amounting to just
over £50, and we have had brought in
this afternoon by friends who have
kindly taken collecting cards and col-
lecting boxes, about £52 6s. 5d. more.
‘We very earnestly ask your help in this
great and important undertaking, and
trust that God will lay it upon your
hearts to assist in furthering both
practically and prayerfully the cause
of truth in this important town. Our
accounts have been audited and found
correct by Messrs. Field and Roberts,
members of our congregation, and we
desire very heartily to thank all who
have assisted us in this good work; bat
hope they will not yet withhold their
hands, as the total cost will not be far
short of £700.”

Addresses were then given by Mesars.
J. S. Anderson, T. B, Voysey, J. Curtis.
J. Parnell. In the course of the pro-
ceedings, the chairman announced that
a member of the congregation had
offered to give £50 to the chapel build-
ing fund if they could raise another £50
in that meeting. Donations were then
given or promised by a number of ladies
and gentlemen, and the £50 was raised.
with £8 2s, over. Total—#£108 2s, This,
with the £52 6s. 5d. received from the
cards and boxes, made the total proceeds
of the meeting, £160 8s. 5d.—The Rich-
mond and Twickenham Times,

AN APPEAL FOR A PRESENTATION
TO MR. JOHN BENNETT.

Mr. Bennett, now pastor of the Church
at Homerton, hasfor years served Baptist
Churches in the United States and in
this country-—namely, Tring and Chat-
ham, also in London, for more than ten
years. He now intends going out with
his wife and daughter to Manitoba.
Canada. Friends who have known Mr.
Bennett for more than thirty-five years
have a desire to present him with a
token of esteem before he leaves Eng-
land. It is, therefore, their desire to
raise funds necessary to assist him in
the defraying costs and for giving him
a good start to where (D.v.) he may
settle.

All donations in response to this ap-
peal will be (per favour of the Editor)
duly acknowledged in the EARTHEXN
VESSEL AND GoSPEL HERALD.

J.H. DEARSLY.

46, Glenarm-road, Clapton, London.
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A FEW WORDS TO THE CHURCH
AND CONGREGATION AT BRAD-
FIELD -8T. - GEORGE, SUFFOLK,
BY THE PASTOR.

May I be permitted to speak to you
very briefly upon four points?

1. Prayer is the secret of the Chris-
tian strength. As “long as they live
must Christians pray, for only while
they pray they live.” Prayer is the
pecret of the Church’s strength. The
‘blessed God has said, I will be enquired
of by My people to do for them what I
have promised. May we have this year

iven to us the true spirit of prayer.

gain I say, brethren, sisters, pray that
the Word of the Lord ma ve free
course and be glorified, and that many
may be brought to feel its saving power.

Brethren, pray for us.

2. Steadfastness. Firmly let us abide
by the old landmarks of divine truth,
The Gospel of our divine Lord and
Master claims our adherence;
stand to our position. We must anfurl
our banner,and with a firm grip we
must hold it. Loyalty to our enthroned
Saviour demands it. He is on in the
front, and says to us, “Follow Me.”
"READY, STEADY, FORWARD, must be our

motto,
3. Patience. You have need of
patience. Brethren, sisters, the Church

needs to-day men that can wait, yes,
such as God means when He says,
“Wait on the Lord.” ‘ Blessed are all
they that wait for Me.” Not like
that wicked servant who said in his
heart, “ My Lord delayeth His coming.”
He had his portion with the hypocrites
and unbelievers, Let patience have her

erfect work among us as a Church, and
&od will bless us.

4. Love. Thisblessed, everlasting fruit
of the Holy Ghost shall live on when all
other graces are dead. Brethren and
sisters, let us love one another, for love
.is of God. God hasloved us, Christ has
loved us, and the Holy Ghost has loved
us. We oughtalso to love one another.
May it be in holy, happy. healthy exer-
cise amongst us, producing in our hearts
and lives joy, peace, %ongsuﬁering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
;temperance, etc. So prays, yours to serve
in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus,

‘W. DIXON.

SUTTON-AT-HONE. ~— New Year's
services were held on January 24th.
Mr. W. Winters preached in the after-
noon, after which several friends partook
of tea in the school-room. In the even-
ing brother J. Cattel), pastor of Bessel's
Green, presiding, read a portion of Heb.
xiii., and spoke in a very able manner on
-brgt'l_lerly love and the necessity of
abiding firmly in the truth. Brother I.
Ballard, pastor of Farnborough, whom
wehavelong knownand loved in Christ,
gave a stirring address on God's testi-
mony (Psa. oxix. 167), which he divided
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into seven parts, and which ail
present much enjoyed. I. C. Johnson
of Gravesend, being in the neighbour.
hood, kindly called at the chapel, and
gave a very neat and interesting speech,
with which we were much refreshed.
Mr. C. West, of Erith, gave goodly words
on the Lord blessing His people. Mr.
'W. Winters spoke for a short time on the
service of God and His servants. Mr.
A. Dalton, many years the highly-
esteemed pastor, but who resigned some
time since, dwelt on the confidence of
faith. We all love our brother Dalton.
and so do the friends at Sutton, where
he still renders good service when he can.
The cause at Sutton-at-Hone is not
strong, but it is peaceful and happy.
The Sunday-school, which is small, but
growing, is under the able management
of Mr. Dalton, junior; and the pulpit is
supplied by various good, sound, godly
brethren. It was publicly announced
that we should (D.V.) preach the anni-
versary sermons on June 12th, and which
we consented to do. Not having been at
Sutton before, we much enjoyed our first
visit. Friends from Erith, Gravesend,
Bessel’'s Green, and other places were
present, and theday’s proceedings termi-
nated most successfully. To God be all
the glory.—ED.

BERKHAMSTEAD.—The kind friends
at the Assembly Room made their dear
pastor, Mr. Shipton, a New Year’s pre-
sent. The gift was not large, but it was
hearty. Mr. Shipton being still confined
to his house, the friends met there, and
}Efsented their token of love to him.

e Lord spare and bless Mr. Shipton
and all his kind friends.

STAINES BAPTIST SABBATH
SCHOOL.—Anniversary services were
held Jan. 22nd and 23rd. The pastor,
T. B. Voysey, preiched on the Lord's-
day, sermons full of the Gospel of
Christ, and in such a manner as to be
understood by the children in our
schools. On Monday afternoon a tho-
rouﬂ) practical discourse was delivered
by Mr. R. E. Sears, which was listened
to with deep interest, after which about
250 sat down to tea. At the evenin
meetm% Mr. I. R. Wakelin presided.
Mr. R. Denby implored the divine bless-
ing. Addresses seasonable and suitable
were delivered by Messrs. Jeffs, Howse,
Robbins, Knell, Sears, and Voysey.
Special hymns and anthems were sung
and recitations given by the scholars at
each service. e closing hymn, “Be-
yond the glittering starry skies,” tune
¥ Poland,” reminded us of sacred seasons
long since passed away. The anniver-
sary was in every way a success, and
while the pastor and teachers praise and
thank the Lord for His great goodness,
they tender their hearty thanks to all
friends who came to bid us God speed in
this good work,
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NEW CROSK. — There are certain
anniversaries in connection with the
denomination which we represent that
are looked upon as * fixtures,” and are
kept open._ The anniversary of the pas-
torate of Mr. J. S. Anderson, at Zion,
New Cross, is one of them, so that there
is always a good muster of the lovers of
truth from various causes present. The
prominent position which Mr. Anderson
occupies in the Strict Baptist Churches,
his deportment both in and out of the
pulpit, his well-known and marked
willingness to advise and assist, with the
sound wisdom and discretion which God
has given him, all who seek his counsel;
his staunch and loving adherence to the
grand, gracious, and glorious principles
of the Gospel, have created for him and
the Church over which he is pastor,
universal love and respect. Under these
circumstances it is no wonder that so
large an audience gather to show their
esteem unto the man whom the “King
delighteth tohonour.” On this occasion,
Feb. 7th, 1888, Mr. Styles preached in the
afternoon from Psa. cxix. 18. At five
o'clock the spacious and noble school-
room was well filled, and the necessary
refreshing meal was enjoyed by many
friends from a distance. Precisely at
half-past six Mr. J. S. Anderson took the
chair, and commenced the meeting by
announcing the following anniversary
hymn written for the occasion by him-
self, and which is published in the Silent
Messenger for February.

Since praise and thanksgiving are pleasing toGod,
In high hallelujahs unite:

Praise Himdwho redeemed us from hell by His
And (]:2?19:1 us from darkness to light.

For grace all-sofficient, eternal and free,
Give glory to Jesus alone,

Who finished salvation for us onthe tree,
And pleads for us now on the throne.

Praise Him who works all things together for

ood,
The‘iitter as well as the sweet;

He rides upon heaven, and sits on the flood,
The clouds are the dust of His feet.

Praise Him for the Gospel, the Word of His grace
Bless Him for the grace of the Word:

Adore Him who gave us a name and a place
Among the rcdeemed of the Lord.

Now nearer the mansions than ever before,
Which Jesus has gone to prepare:

The Father, the Son, and the Spirit adore,
For treasures laid up for us there,

One more Fhenezer, dear Raviour, we raise,
And blexs Thee for help in the past.

Accept, we heseech Thee, our tribute of praise,
And bring us safe home at the last.

The chairman then read Psa. cxxii., and
our much loved friend, Mr, J. L. Meeres,
pleaded with the Lord for His presence
that all might be able to say, “ Master, it
is good to be here.” In a brief but com-
hensive address, in the course of which
Mr. Anderson expressed the pleasure of
seeing 5o many friends on the 24th anni-
versary of his pastorate. Years have
rolled on, but goodness and mercy have
followed us. ’%wenty-four years ago the
Church roll numbered 70. It is now
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270, so that the cause has not declined,
and we owe itall to God's blessing, We
wish, thercfore. thiz meeting to be o
thanksgiving one. There are only 17
left of those who were members when he
(the pastor) came, and only ten of these
are able to attend. The right hand of
fellowship has been given to 615 during
this period; 23 have been added during
the past year, 156 by baptism. We com-
menced the present year by an addition
of eight, five by baptism. "So the Lord
still gives us tokens of His favour asa
Church, which incites in our heart great
cause for gratitude. There can be no
failure in the Gospel, and we mean to
plod on in the same old-fashioned way.
We have had our trials, but we have had
needed help, and hope to have grace to
rely on Him who has helped us hitherto.
We are at peace, and are not divided;
and we preach salvation as we have been
instructed by the Spirit, and thus we
have reason to believe the message is
received and blest. Thesame truths are
taught in the Sabbath-school as in the
pulpit, and the work there is hopeful.
Both the school and the Church are in
harmony. Thank God (said Mr. Ander-
son in his kind manner) I have a good
many friends round me still. The meet-
ing was subsequently addressed by
Messrs. Box, Douglas, Styles, Lynn,
Sears, Woodward, from Toronto, -and
Dexter; and we think the prayer of our
honoured brother and friend, J. L.
Meeres, was answered, for we believeall
could say, “Master, it is good to be
here.” The following * parting hymn,”
also composed by Mr. J. S. Anderson,
was sung, and the friends bid each other
farewell.

‘With Jesus one, we never really part,

The scattered members of His mystic bride
Are ever borne upon His loving heart,
Dearer to Him than all the world beside,

Though mountains rise and seas between us roll,
Our Saviour fills the boundless realms of space;
By faith in Him soul daily meets with soul,
In sweet communion at the throne of grace.

He loves His own with more than brother’s love,
And having loved will love them to the end;
And sure as He is now enthroned above,
We in His likeness shall to Him ascend.

There is a word in heaven quite unknown,
Nor is it heard within the gates of hell;

Ah! no. that word belongs to earth alone,
Beyond the grave they never say, ** Farewell.”

—J. W.B.

CLERKENWELL —MouUNT ZION,
CHADWELL-STREET.—The above Church
desire, through the medium of the
EARTHENVESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD,
to return their sincere thanks to the
Churches and Pastors’ Conference for
their letters of condolence, expressing
their loving sympathy under our be-
reavement as a Church at the loss of our
late beloved pastor, brother John Hazel-
ton, his dear widow, and son,—GEORGE
SAWYER, Sec,
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QUERIES,

DeAr MR. WINTERS,—] have read
Mr. Lynn on *Church Law” in this
month's EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD with much intcrest, and which
prompts me to ask if anyone can give
authority from the Scriptures for bring-
ing candidates for membership before
the Church, I confess my ignorance as
to any such scriptural law or direction.
I am sure it keeps out of membership
many a nervous,God-fearing child,whilst
prating hypocrites get in and often do
much mischief in the respective Churches
to which they belong.— W, WESTON,
Grove Mills, Watford.

WHO QUICKENS? Does the Holy
Ghost first generate life into God’s dead
elect? If so, upon what ground do we
place our eternal union with the Lord
Jesus Christ, who is set before us as *“ the
everlasting Father ” (Isa. ix. 6), and with
the “last Adam,” who is called “a
quickening spirit” (1 Cor. xv, 45—49)7
I want each of the persons of the Holy
Trinity properly placed in the salvation
of Zion, I can understand the Father
quickening the Lord Jesus, and all the
elect in Him from law, sin, and death in
a legal and just way; and the Father
begetting His Son from the dead, and us
toa lively hope by the resurrection (Isa.
1.8,9; 1Pet. 1. 3; John v. 21, 22). T can
also understand the Lord Jesus being
the first quickener and regenerator of
all the members of His mystical body,
and of the Holy Ghost gqnickening into
conviction of sin, of righteousness, judg-
ment, pardon, and justification, and if
there be ten thousand quickenings
through a believer's life, the Holy Ghost
is the Quickener. Now,if I am wrong
in ascribing the first quickening to the
Lord Jesus, the second Adam, will some
of gour correspondents set me right!—
g . C. ARCHER, Ramsgreave, near Black-
urn

SINGING AND SHOUTING.—Isa. xlii.
11.—*“ Anna R.” The whole chapter
(Isa. x1,) refers to the introduction of
the Gospel by the advent of the Messiah.
No license can be taken from the above
verse for shouting during divine service
in the house of God.—ED.

CAMBRIDGE. — EDEN CHAPEL. —
DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—Our brother
Jull has been now nearly 9 years labour-
ing amongst us as our minister, during
which time there has been no noise, no
excitement, no false fire, or zeal, that is
not according to knowledge; but a
steady and quiet appreciation of the
minister and his work, and a steady and
constant knitting of heart to heart, and
of soul to soul amongst the people.
True, the Church is not increasing
rapldly; but there is a gradual increase
amongst us, and the Word is being blest
to one and another of God’s hidden ones,
constraining them tosay, “ Come hither
all ye that fear God, and I will tell you
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what He hath done for my soul.” OQur
New Year's meeting was held on Jan.
Gth, Tea was provided in the school-
room, where a numerous company
assembled. After tea a public meeting
took place; the pastor presiding, After
singing, reading, and prayer, the senior
deacon, brother Favell presented the
pastor, Mr. Jull, with a purse contain-
ing £20, as a gift springing from the
love and affection of the people. After
a suitable reply, our brother Willson,
now living at Biggleswade, gave a very
nice and useful address to the young,
and another to the congregation. Our
brothers Willey and Kimpton also ad-
dressed the meeting; after which our
brother Ginn, superintendent of the
Sunday-school, gave us an interesting
account of the work of himself and his
able staff of teachers. It was deeply
regretted by us all that our dear brother
Beale, who is one of our deacons and
treasurer, was obliged to be absent on
account of illness. The meeting, which
was a most enjoyable one, was inter-
spersed by the singing of many of our
beautiful hymns; the congregation
being led by our very efficient choir.
It was one of the happiest meetings we
have had at Eden.— ONE WHO Wwas
THERE.

BIRMINGHAM.—Mr. H. W. Wake-

| field, pastor of the Tabernacle Chapel

on the Parade, definitely announced,
towards the end of January last, his
intention to remain during 1888 where
he is, having preached there above 32
years. After exercising him much with
prayer and waiting, the Lord has directed
His servant to refuse, for the present, no
less than three pending invitations &o
regularly minister elsewhere. In oue
case a deputation waited upon Mr. Wake-
field, to whom these words were lately
vouchsafed and emphasised by repeti-
tion for his guidance, * Let it alone this
year also."—Z.

WOOLWICH.—Exox.—On Thursday,
Feb. 9, a very pleasant and profitable
meeting was gathered and presided over
by the pastor, W. K. Squirrell, to listen
to recitations given by the scholars;
also an excellent report was read by the
secretary, brother Wren, which showed
the healthy state of things, that all were
united in love, and that five of the
teachers had joined the Church during
the year. Prizes were given to such
scholars as merited them by good con-
duct and early attendance. Also the
pastor had the joy of presenting our
beloved superintendent and his partner,
Mr. and Mrs. Abrahams, with a beauti-
fully chased tea-service, in the name of
his fellow-workers, the teachers and
senior scholars, who with pastor and
friends, pray that their useful lives may
be spared to us for many years.
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GREAT YARMOUTH.—The York-
road Sunday-school anniversary washeld
on Sunday, Jan. 29th, when two sermons
were preached. and an address to the
<children delivered by brother I. Smith,
of Claxton. Omn Monday, the 30th, a tea
meeting was held, at which about S0
children and 50 adults sat down. Tickets
free to the school, 6d. to friends, after
which a public meeting was held, the
pastor, J. Muskett. presiding. The meet-
ing was opened by prayer by Mr. I.
Smith, Mr. G. Reeder read the report
for the past yvear, which was very encour-
agﬁng. and showed an increase of 17
scholars and two teachers. All the staff
engaged are cheerfully working together
in love and unity, and special evidence
of God’s blessing has been given by one
teacher and one scholar passing through
the ordinance of baptism. and being re-
ceived as members of the Church. Finan-
cially, all needs had been supplied and
demands met, and a small balance left
in hand. As usual. 1 had been sent to
Dr. Barnardo. The pastor gave away
the prizes. about 50 books, r. Maskell,
from Norwich; Mr. Bedingfield, from
Westhall; Mr. I. Smith, and the pastor
spoke to the children and friends.
Special hymns were sung in a very
‘creditable manner by the children, show-
ing that considerable care had been taken
in their training by our young sister
Rainer. Indeed, I felt happy to testify
that superintendent and teachers, one
and all, have devoted their energies
praverfully and lovingly to the work of
the Sabbath-school. The collections
amounted to £2 3s. 10d. Bro. Bedi¥-
field closed the meeting by prayer. e
therefore feel that the prospects of onr
school are encouraging.—J. MUSKETT.

STONEHQUSE, DEVON.—MY DEAR
BrOTHER,—Will you kindly acknow-
ledge £1 received from Mr. Wills, of
New Jersey City, United States, for
Mise Bardens, which I have paid over to
her’ He saw the case in the EARTHEN
VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD, and asked
me to direct him to a place of truth
either in New Jersey or New York, as he
cannot find one. He is over 70 years of
age, and longs for the old truths as he
has heard them from the lips of John
Foreman, James Wells, and John Hazel-
ton. The Magazine was sent to him by
his sister. for 40 years a member of John
Foreman’s Church, bnt she has gone
home. You will be pleased to hear we
had a successful tea meeting to aid our
Restoration Fund on January 25th. Our
object was to reduce our 4£100 debt.
About, 100 friends sat down to tea, and
there was a good attendance afterwards.
We had earnest and interesting speeches
from several brethren, and a report was
given, showing the followin;é contribu-
tions from various sources:—Collections,
£13 3=, 7d.; collecting cards, £3515s,10d.:
tea tickets. £9 Is.; Christmas cards, £8
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78.; donations, €113 11s. 11d., the total
from all sources being (including two
loans of £100) £431 48, 04d. Balanoce in
hand after expeuditure in alterations,
£6 3s. 2d. 'This sum we were anxious to
increase by our efforts on the present
occasion, and by the gift of €20 and
lesser amounts by cards, nearly £10, and
yrofits of tea, we have obtained £51.
his was the most successful tea meeting
we have had, showing the hearts of the
people are still warm towards dear
*‘ Ebenezer."—Yours, WM. TROTMAN.

ASKETT, BUCKS.—~MY DEAR BRo-
THER WINTERS,—You will I know be
pleased to hear that the dear Lord is at
work in our midst, as I think you know.
‘We have been supplied for some time
with well chosen and faithful men of
truth. Their ministry has been accept-
able to the Church and blessed of onr
God. Mr. Bachellor, of Tring, serves us
two or three times a month with great
acceptance. On the first Lord’s-day in
the New Year two males and four
females, who had given the Church every
satisfaction that the Lord had changed
their hearts, were baptized by Mr,
Bachellor, after he had preached a very
impressive sermon, which was listened
to with great attention by a good con-
gregation; he also stood at the head of
the pool and addressed the candidates
and congregation in a manner which
brought tears from many eyes. I can
say it was to me one of my happiest days
in connection with the cause, We feel
that there are others that will shortly
be constrained to come forward to tell
what the Lord has done for their souls.
~—Yours in the Lord Jesus, JOEN READ,
Rose Dean, Bledlow, Princes Risboro’.

SAFFRON WALDEN.—We are glad
to learn that the cause in London-road
continues steadfastly in the truth. Bro.
A. G. Perring, in writing us, remarks
that the attendance is good, and the
word is blessed among the people
through the various ministers who sup-
ply the pulpit. We wish the dear friends
much of the sunshine of heaven, and a
large increase in numbers.—ED.

WILLINGHAM.—On January 22nd,
the friends meeting in the old Baptist
Chapel held their annual New Year's
meeting. A %ood tea was heartily
enjoyef by a large company. At 6.30
our brother Frohock occupied the chair.
After reading and prayer the chairman
spoke on the subject of happiness. The
pastor followed with a few thoughts on
‘ Plaster the stones,” The friends joined
in singing another hymn, after which
our good brother Bardens addressed the
congregation. With much pathos and
eloquence he exalted a precious Christ.
During the meeting our beloved deacon,
William Tihbit, presented the pastor
with a New Year's gift.—H. E. SADLER.
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HERTFORD.—New Year's meeting
Jan. 26th. Bro. P. Reynolds, of Isling-
ton, preached an excelf’ent sermon in the
afternoon. A good number of friends
partook of tea in the schoolroom con-
nected with the chapel. In the evening,
Bro. G. Lovelock presiding, read a por-
tion of Scripture, and Bro. James Lee
engaged in earnest prayer. Bro. Love-
lock gave the key-note in his address of
the evening, ‘‘ Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free,’
which proved throughout the meeting
to be greatly realized. Bro. R, Alfrey
spoke well on heavenly relationship and
growth in grace, Mr. Lamb, one of the
good deacons, after a neat and timely
sgeech on behalf of the friends presented
the beloved pastor, Mr. Robert Bowles,
with a purse containing £16 17s., which
sum was increased to £20 1s. before the
close of the meeting by the additional
kindness of Mr. J. Lee and other friends
present. Mr. Bowles received the gift
with feelings of emotion and gratitude.
In the course of Mr. Bowles' remarks
he touchingly alluded to the loss he and
his Church had sustained during the
past year in the death of Mr. Salmons,
Mr. Tucker, his own dear daughter, and
other near and dear omnes. Bro. C. L.
Kemp, who has but recently lost his be-
loved wife, spoke on Divine help in
trouble. Bro. W. Winters dwelt on the
freeness of the Gospel. Bro. J. Samp-
ford was excellent in the defence of
truth against Romanism. Bro. J. Lee
spoke of the leadings of God with his
soul. Bro. Pavey made a few experi-
mental remarks, and the Chairman
closed the happy meeting. Sincere
thanks are due to the lady friends for
collecting the annual present for the
pastor. God be praised.—ED.

HIGHBURY VALE.—Three years ago
Mr. and Mrs. Dickens gave the ground
floor of their house to the Lord, to be
used as a mission-room, and wherein
services are now held on Lord's-day
afternoons and Thursday evenings, con-
ducted by the Church under the pas-
toral care of Mr. Philip Reynolds, wor-
shipping at Providence, Islington. The
house is situate at 72, Avenell-road. On
Thursday, February 9th, a very happy
and profitable evening was spent in
celebrating the third anniversary. Mr,
Reynolds presided, and was supported
by all his deacons and several members
of his Church. After readingand prayer
Mr. Reynolds read several letters from
some who had received great spiritual
benefit thgough attending these services.
The meeting was addressed by brethren
Dickens, Willey, Joyce, and White (dea-
cons), and brethren Adams and Chisnall,
members of the Church at Providence.
We think our dear brother Reynolds is
highly favoured in having such a noble
body of men around him, each esteeming
the other better than himself, breathing

HERALD, 95

the spirit of Christian love. The expense
of the mission is horne by our brother
and sister Dickens, and theyare rewarded
by the Lord's presence and blessing,
The singing was hearty and harmonious,
and the service was brought to a close
with prayer offered by—J. W. B.

HADLEIGH.—We held our members’
annual tea on Wednesday, Jan. 25, when
at six o'clock about seventy friends sat
down to the repast. This was followed
by a cheerful and encouraging meeting.
Bro. Woollard sought the Divine bless-
ing. The financial statement and other
reports were presented, which were very
satisfactory. The pastor (Mr B. J. North-
field) was presented with another token
of esteem from the people amongst
whom he has laboured so successfully,
under God’s blessing, for nearly eight
years. Brethren Watson gavean address
on “Gratitude;” Sewell, on “Prayer;”
Baalham, on “ Unity;” and Green, on
“Encouragement.”  Bro. Miller also
spoke briefly. We found it good to be
there, It was certainly one of the best
meetings of the kind we have had. We
joined in singing, “To Zion we go,
the seat of our King,” &c., and after
prayer by the pastor, we reluctantly
bade one another farewell once more.

WANDSWORTH, WEST HILL.—On
Wednesday, Feb. 1st, the annual meeting
in connection with the Young Men's
Christian Association took %)la.ce. A sub-
stantial tea was provided. of which a good
company of friends partook. After tea
the meeting was opened by singing the
well-known hymn. “ Come thou fount of
every blessing,” etc., a blessing being
then asked upon the meeting. The
president read a portion of the Word of
God, Eccles, xii., after which a very
encouraging report was given by the
secretary, showing great cause for
thankfulness. Readings and recitations,
interspersed with music, was then given,
followed by several addresses. One of
the deacons closed the meeting by prayer.
Thus the friends separated, evidently
having enjoyed a very happy season
together. May the God of all grace
favour us with many more such meet-
ings. is the earnest prayer of—A
MEMBER.

LIMEHOUSE, ELIM.—On Thursday,
Jan. 5th, we held our New Year’s tea and
social meeting. Deacons Turner, Bald-
win, Kemp, and Walter, gave excellent
addresses. Deacon Howar&, and brethren
Pounds, Symonds, and Beardwell en-
gaged in prayer. Bro. Lovelock spoke
well, and Bro. Cowell read several verses
of poetry he had composed specially for
the occasion. Our late Bro. Smith, who
had been fifty years in the ways of Zlon,
also spoke a few words. The pastor pre-
sided. There was a good atteudance.
Love and concord reigned. God was in
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our midst. *It was truly good to be
there.” The 18th anniversary of the

formation of the Church was held on
Tuesday, Jan. 31. Bro. Dolbey preached
a Christ-exalting sermon in the after-
noon to a full congregation. About 150
totea. Chapel fullagain in the evening;
Bro. Kempston presiaed; ability. spiritu-
ality, and liberality as usual characteri-
sing his conduct in the meeting, the
spiritual interest and power of which
was well sustained unto the end by the
good addresses which were delivered by

rethren Lee, Myerson. Cornwell, Carr.
Waite, Dolbey, and Dearsly. Brethren
James Lee and Sanders engaged in
prayer, and brethren Noves, :’Ba.ldwin,
and Kemp, with the pastor, F. C. Holden,
also took part in the service. Collections
£19. We were cheered by the presence
of brethren Burbridge, Margerum, Tay-
lor, J, W. Banks, and many deacons and
friends from neighbouring causes. We
have our trials, afflictions, and losses.
The Lord is very good and gracious to
us. Blessed be the name of our God.—
F. C. HOLDEN.

MEOPHAM.—New Year's meetings
were held on Jan. 31st, when brother C.
Hewitt preached a profitable sermon in
the afternoon. A good company of
friends partook of tea. At the evening
meeting our esteemed brother Shaw, of
Gravesend,took the chair,and instructive
addresses were given by brethren Dalton,
Hewitt, and A. B. Hall, pastor. The
friends felt much encouraged by the
%ood spirit that prevailed at the meeting.

n the following Sabbath our pastor
commenced his ministry among us by
preaching in the morning on the prayer
of Jabez, and in the evening on spiritual
prosperity. May the Lord favour us
with His presence and blessing, and that
many precious souls may be eternally
saved and gathered in. On Friday, Feb.
10th, t wo of our esteemed brethren being
desirous to help the poor in their needy
circumstances, gave a free tea and supper
to about 60 of the poor of the district at
the chapel. After tea our pastor presided
at the meeting, when spiritual and gospel
addresses were given by brethren
Coombes, Dalton, Cogswell, and Martin,
sen.; other brethren also took part in
the meeting. May the Lord bless our
brethren for thus thinking of the poor
in our midst.—A Lover OF 1S PEOPLE.

EPPING.—On Wednesday, Feb. 1st, a
lecture was given by Mr, Wm, Hazelton,
entitled. “ Wit and its uses.”” The lecture
was both amusing and instructive. The
chair was taken by Mr. C. Cottis. Several
anthems were sung. The place was
fairly filled, and a good collection was
made in aid of the Sunday-school. On
Tuesday, Feb. 14th, the children of the
above school had their annual treat,
About 120, including friends, sat down
to tea. Afterwards a public meeting
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was held. Mr, Wm. Cottis, superinten-
dent of the school, took the chair, and
gave a brief account of the working of
the school. Several pieces were sung
and recitations given by the children.
Addresses were given b{. Messrs, Wm.
Cottis, sen., Cottee, and Chilvers, After-
wards about 80 prizes were presented,
and the doxology sung.

THE COMMUNION QUESTION.

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GOSPEL HERALD,

DEAR BROTHER,—(The *“ Down Grade,”
a question and a cominent). Permit me to
ask the esteemed secretary of the Suffolk
and Norfolk Association of Strict Baptist
Churches, What is the practice of Asso-
ciated Churches in relation totemporary
communion at the ordinance of the Lord's
Supper? Is it usual for the minister to
say either—

(1st) That members of Churches of
the same faith and order are invited to
sit down with us; or,

(211d) That baptized members of other
Churches are invited, &c.; or,

(3rd) That baptized believers are in--
vited, &c.?

‘Which of these is the rule—if any—or
the practice of the above Churches?

I ask the question, first, because the
present seems an opportune time for
Strict and Particular Baptists to seek a
Scriptural and uniform practice in rela-
tion to the ordinance of the Lord's
Supper. But 1 ask more particularly
because the “Down Grade” revelations
shew that some ministers of so called
Baptist Churches neither believe nor
preach, but deny, the record God gave
(by and) of His Son (1 John v. 10, and
Rev.i. 2). In plain words, such persons,
while Christians in profession and office,
are infidels in principleand practice., By
infidel I mean one who denies the word
of faith (Rom. x. 8), as delivered by
Christ and His apostles, particularly as
the inspired and immutable revelation
of God.

Now, if members of such Churches arc
invited to sit at the Lord’s table with
those who believe and know the truth
(1 Tim. iv. 3), is not that a practice quite
contrary to what the Holy Spirit has
enjoined upon the Church by Paul in
2 Cor. vi. 14—17—viz., “ What fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteous-
ness? and what communion hath light
with darkness? What concord hath
Christ with Belial? What part he that
believeth with an infidel?” Truth need
not shun daylight, if spoken in the spirit
of meekness and faithfulness,

Yours truly,
JOHN BONNEY.

NOTTING-HILL-GATE. — At Beth-
esda the second anniversary of the pas-
torate of G. Herring was commemorated
on Tuesday, Feb, 7th, by a sermon from
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our brother Reynolds from the words,
“Thy right hand is full of righteous-
ness.” It was listened to with great
attention, and, I believe, profit, by a
good congregation, Tea was provided
in the scioo -room, t0 which a goodly
company satdown. The Eublic meeting
wag presided over by the pastor, and
brethren Belcher, Reynolds, Copeland,
Evans, and Parnell gave us earnest,
spiritual, and profitable addresses. The
pastor gave a brief outline of the year’s
work, Eight had been added to the
‘Church, five by baptism. The attend-
ance at the various services were well
sustained. The school, Bible class, and
Band of Hope were all working harmo-
niously with the Church, and peace,
unity, and love reigned, Our financial
position is improving: the total amount
collected from all sources was £211
during the year. The collecting boxes
on behalf of the building debt have
brought in, in one year and three-
quarters, the sum of £104. The news of
the sudden death of brother Williamson,
reaching us just before the afternoon
service, caused us to feel unusually
solemn, and expressions of the deepest
sympathy for the bereaved widow,
family, and Church, fell from thelips of
chairman and speakers. With Christian
loveand best wishes to brother Winters,
—G., HERRING.

THE GOSPEL PREACHED IN
ROME!

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GOSPEL HERALD.

My ESTEEMED BROTHER WINTERS,—
Many months have elapsed since I last
wrote to you or heard from you. I now
desire to break the silence, having a short
time to spare. In the first place I will
tell you that I have been away for about
a month in Italy with my son, passin,
through France, Germany, Switzerland,
through the St. Gothard and Mount
Cenis Tunnels to Milan, thence to
Venice, Florence, Rome, Naples, Vesu-
vius, Pompeii, Pisa, Genoa, Turin, ete.

A most instructive and interestin,
journey. I had the honour to preac!
the Gospel in Rome and in Genoa. In
Paris I partook of the ordinance with
the brethren of our order at “Rue de
Lille” Chapel, and also at friend Wall's
place in Rome. I took my camera, and
got between two and three dozen nega-
tives, some at each place. These and
some others I reduced into transparen-
cies_for the lantern, and last Thursday
week gave the friends at Zoar a lecture
of two and a quarter hours’ duration,
illustrated by views on the screen. It
was considered interesting and instruc-
tive.

I and my party visited the island of
Capriin the Mediterranean in an open
boat, having been seven hours in doing
#t! “With a strong north wind we had in
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view the island of Jschia, where that
terrible earthquake took pface not long
ago.
Yours sincerely,
I. C. Jomrwsoxn,

[The above kind letter was sent to us
ag private, but we thought it would be
too interesting to be lost sight of. We,
therefore, apologise to our dear friend,
Mr. Johnson, for giving it a niche in our
columns.—ED.]

In Memoriam.

Mrs. WILLIAM HARRIS, of the Shrub-
bery Farm, Charsfield, Suffolk, passed
away to glory on Jan. 19, 1888, aged 80.
She was born at Grundisburgh, May 4.
1807, and was a member of the Baptist
Chapel of that place for 45 years. Her
remains were buried at Grundisburgh on
Jan. 25, by Mr. Gill (pastor), assisted by
T. Field, Charsfield. The writer had
known the deceased for 14 years. One
of her grandchildren at Charsfield is an
active member of the Church. Our
brother William Harris, with his family,
feel the heavy loss of the departed one,
who was always so active and useful in
helping the cause of God with kind
words and good counsel. —T1TUS FIELD.

THE LATE W. G. SMITH.

William George Smith was known to
most of the Metropolitan and Suburban
Churches as a preacher of the Gospel,
and as a straightforward, unassuming
Christian. No one could listen to him
long without discovering that the prin-
ciplesof free,sovereign, and distinguish-
ing grace were made very dear to him
by the Holy Spirit. The Lord very
sweetly kissed his soul away on Monday
morning, Feb. 6, 1888. On the Sunday
evening, Feb. 5, he was at Elim Chayel,
Limehouse. where he was a member, and
worshipped and communed at the Lord’s
Table. He retired to his home and went
to bed, and during the darkness of the
night his happy soul was ushered to the
mansions of bliss. This, in his case, was
“a blessed transition indeed.” Our de-
ceased friend and brother had no wife,
no children, and as far as we know, not
a2 natural tie in the world. He had
shown for the past few months signs of
feebleness, but no indications of his fast
approaching end to cause uneasiness.
Had he been laid upon a bhed of afliction
there was no tender hand of wife, sister,
or daughter, to attend him, and soften his
pillow, or soothe and solace him in his
last hours; the Lord knew all this, and
kindly took him to Himself in “the
silent watches of the night,” by means
of a fit of apoplexy. \%e had” known
him for upwards of 42 years. He was
never well-to-do, but was always ready
to earn a shilling ; and in the early years
of the EARTHEN VESSEL, was employed
by our late dear father as messenger, and
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we always highly esteemed him as a
honest, upright man of God. As a
Christian, he “adorned the doctrine of
God our Saviour in all things"” for more
than 50 years. In this matter e took
no credit to himself, but owed all to the
sovereign and gracious hand of God.
As a preacher he did his best; he was,
speaking literally, an unlettered and
untutored man. and to use his own ex-
pression, was “only a ram’s-horn,” but
was always ready and willing to serve
Churches whenever asked, and todeclare
what the Holy Spirit had taught him of
the wonders of redeeming love and the
great plan of salvation. One hymn
(475 Denham) was a special favourite of
his—
*The people of Jehovah’s choice
Are registered on high; i
And they shall hear His sovereign voice,
And by His grace draw nigh.
Yes, they -hall come, ’tis heaven’s decree,
They shall to Jesus bow:
This srecious “shall com~" conguered me,
And gives mc comfort now.”

In public or in private, his chief delight
was to converse on the firm decrees and

recious promises of a covenant-keeping

od. He was an excellent swimmer—
quite an expert in the water—in which
he could perform some very extraordi-
nary feats, and in this capacity he has
often been the means of saving life
naturally. How many souls he has been
the instrument of saving the last day
only will declare.

We are glad to be able to bear our
testimony concerning our dear old de-
parted friend, W. G. Smith. He was a
very poor man, and it has been our
pleasure many times to help him, but
with all his poverty we never knew him
to ask for help; he was on correspond-
ing terms with heaven, and he told his
Father what his needs were, and no one
else, and frequently he has written to
say that what we sent was in answer
to prayer. i

We are glad also to bear witness to the
uniform kindness manifested towards
him by Mr. F.C. Holden, his pastor, and
Mrs. Holden. who always made him wel-
come to their house whenever he chose
to call. The Chureh, too, at Elim, were
watchful over his Interest, and also
were at the expense of the funeral,
which took place on Friday, Feb. 10th,
at the East London Cemetery, where
Mr. Holden conducted the service. There
were no relations, but the Church at
Elim was well represented, besides
several friends from a distance who
came to show their esteem. The service
commenced b%er. C. L. Kemp giving
out hymn 18 (Watts). Mr. Holden then
read several passages of Scripture and
offered prayer. At the grave we sang
bymn 76 (Watts' second book), and Mr.
Holden delivered an oration suitable Lo
the occasion, and
the solemn service with prayer. Thus
the mortal remains of William George
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Smith were respectfully, and with all
that reverence that is due to the dead,
laid in the grave, and all this iy due to
the generous, impartial action of the
&astor, deacons, and Church at Elim.

r. Holden at the close expressed the
gratitude he felt at seeing so many pre-
sent to show their esteem for a peor but
rich brother in the Lord. We ought
just to say Mr. and Mrs. Jabez Whitte-
ridge, who treated the departed as one
of their family, together with brethren
Howard, Wise, J. W, Banks, and others,
were among the congregation. There
were no tears of sorrow, but there were
tears of gratitude to the Lord for His
mercy in so quietly taking home owr
much-loved brother.

JOHN WATERS BANKS.

The following is the inscription en-
graved on the memorial stone, erected
on the grave of the late Mr, Thomas
Stringer:—

“IN LOVING MEMORY OF
THOMAS STRINGER,

who entered his mansion above, March
18th, 1887, in his 78th year, Fifty-four
vears a faithful ambassador of Jesus
Christ and noble champion of the truth.
He fought the good fight, has finished
his course, kept the faith, and is wearing
his crown. ‘I have not shunned tode-
clare unto you all the counsel of God.’
¢ ‘ Theve shall 1 wear a starry crown,
And triumph in Almighty grace:
There peace and joy eternal reign,
And glitt’ring robes for congu’rars wait.’*”
The work has been executed by Mr.
Preston, of Nunhead.

TEE LATE THOMAS BENSTEAD.—
The following notes relative to the ex-
perience of the late Mr. Benstead were
taken down at various times by a friend
a short time before his death. Mr.
Benstead said:—I was born at Ely in the
year 1810. There were nine of us in
family, and our parents were in humble
circumstances. 1 was two years in ser-
vice in Littleport Fen, and married in
my 21st year. On one occasion, when a
boy, and in a cart, I remember crying,
and a gloomy feeling came over me as
though I were a sinner; but nothing
occurred definitely until I was 24 years
of age. I would not go to chapel, yet,
after a while, I could not help going.
I did not know how or where to sit
when I reached the chapel. What, I
thought, will they think? as I mnever
attended anywhere before; but I must
go to hear Mr. Bartle. In going Ihad
to pass through Gaol-street, when my
uncle James came up unawares, My
heart sank. He said, “ Where are you
going, Tom?” 1 said, “ With you.” He
isald, clapping me on my shoulder,
“Come on, my boy,” Theminister then
read Luke xv.,and that made me tremble
and sweat; it opened up such things to
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ny mind that I had never discovered
before, I felt I was o lost man, a
prodigal. Sueh a sensation came over
ino a8 I never had before in my life. I
was o miserable man after hearing Mr.
Rartle; Ithought I would pray; but the
old enemy seemed to be on the bed. The
next week all my sins from my youth
rose up as a black catalogue against me.
1 then went to hear Mr, Felton preach
at Ely. The words of his text were,
" He is able to save to the nttermost,”
Xc. At another time I went to hear
Mr. B—— in the barn, and there the
words came to me with much power and
set my soul at liberty. I became then
troubled about baptism, and was led to
go from Ely to Chatteris to see a bap-
tizing service. Mr. F., of Chatteris,
spokefrom the words, “If thou believest,
thou mayest.” That was the first of my
being led to see baptism clearly. I then
decided to be baptized, and applied to
Mr. Bason, of Ely. I went to Wisbeach
Chapel, and the minister read Luke xv.
Oh, did not I sit and weep! What,
thought I, He killed the fatted calf for
such a rebel as me! None can think
what I felt but myself. I omitted say-
ing that at my baptism my wife said, if
I attended to these things she would
publicly abuse me and tell people what
I was; but her mouth was stopped, and
she went to my mother the next day
crying, and saying she was such a
sinner, and within two years she herself
was baptized, her soul having been set
at liberty by the following words:—
“T have loved thee with an everlasting
love.” I was much profited through
Mr. Ashby, who preached from Ezekiel
xvi. 6. When I lived at Wisbeach I
heard Mr, Brown once with alittle com-
fort from the words, * The secret of the
Lord,” &c. Mr. Culeyand I afterwards
went across the Fen to hear Mr, Forman,
of March, and his text was, “Cast not
away, therefore, your confidence,” &c.
Oh, 1t was a great liberty to me! After
that, Satan said, “ God won’t hear your
prayers.”” But as I was praying, and
sitting on a reaping machine, the
words of a hymn came sweetly to me,
“ Can a woman’s tender care,” &c., and
“1 will not forget thee.” 1 was soon
afterwards troubled for fear of being
a hypocrite, and asked God to make it
plain to me that I was His child, and as
I was goin along the field the words
came, “ If (§od had meant to destroy me,
would He have shown me these things? "
They sustained me for a while, and then
came the words, “ Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and
revealed them unto babes.” One Sun-
day morning, a few years ago, the
words in Isalah, as they dropped from
Mr. Forman’s lips, delighted my soul,
*The mountains shall depart, and the
hills be removed,” &o. (Isa. liv. 10),
Also once when iIn Lincolnshire, the
words came with great power, “ God
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hath not appointed us to wrath.” These
words were preached from and have
since abode with me.— His end was
peace, He departed this life on Lord's-
day afternoon, Jan, 15, 1888 —M. F. R.,
Whittlesea.

Another of our members at Pentside,
Dover, has heen called home. Mrs.
AUSTIN (widow of our late pastor) died
on the 13th of January, aged 75, and was
buried by our pastor, Mr. G. Webb, on
the 18th at Copt Hill, Dover, and on
the following Lord’s-day our pastor
preached from the words, * For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even them also which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with Him ” (1 Thess. iv. 14).
He spoke of the happy departure of our
sister.—THOMAS FEARNLEY.

BroTHER R. COLLINS, nearly 40 years
deacon of the Strict Baptist Church,
High Wycombe, passed to his home with
Jesus on January 18th. *“He was not,
for God took him.” He was born Dec.,
1817, and at the age of 17 was called by
grace under the ministry of Mr. Shirley
at Seven Oaks, and baptized in Borough
Green Chapel, January 7th, 1838, and so
completed 50 years’ walk with God. He
;emoved to Wycombe, and in 1843 joined
in fellowship with the Lord’s people,
and was ever a firm supporter of free and
sovereign grace. The Church of God,
the widow and the fatherless, likewise
brethren and sisters, always found in
him a helping hand; for while God
blessed Him in this world’s things he
felt himself a steward for God,and feel-
ing his help would be missed when his
Father called him home, he willed that
the Church be placed in almost as good
a position financially as if he were with
them. We sadly feel his loss, but re-
Joice at his gain, for without a doubt he
now beholds, face to face, the Saviour he
loved so much when on earth—W. E,
PALMER, Pastor.

Our dear sister in Christ, Mrs, HETH-
ERINGTON, widow of the late Mr. R.
Hetherington, Baptist minister, who
preached the Gospel many years at Cove,
at West End, Chobham, and Swallow-
field, breathed her last at the house of
her daughter at Farnborough on Jan.
10th, aged 84 years. Her remains were
buried at Farnborough Cemetery on
Jan. 14th. Truly it may be said of her
that she was like a shock of corn fully
ripe.—T. NEWMAN.

The Church worshipping in the 0ld
Baptist Meeting, Rushden, has just sus-
tained a heavy loss in the death of Mr.
ANDREW CORBY, who was well known
in the Strict Baptist Churches of North-
amptonshire as an acceptable local

reacher. Some years ago our brother
Joined the Church worshipping in Elim
Chapel, but when that was dissolved he
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caxt in hix lot with the above, and
-during the past six years he filled the
office of deacon. For many yvears he had
taken in, and enjoved reaaing the pages
of the EARTBEN VESSEL. Asa preacher
our brother was plain, earnest, and in-
telligent, qualities which proved attrac-
tive to the village Churches which he
so faithfully served. Though working
hard all the week our brother fre-
quently walked ten or twelve miles on
the Sabbath to serve some strugglin
village cause. On Sunday, Jan, 22nd,
‘he preached at Zion Chapel, Oundle,
from the words, *“ Having obtained hel
of God we continue unto this day,” an
in the evening he dwelt upon the words
of Moses, *‘ Come thou with us, and we
‘will do theegood.” For forty years our
brother had been employed in the firm
of Denton and Sons, curriers, and on
Tuaesday, the 24th of January, he was
adjusting a strap upon a wheel when it
accidentally caught his arm and
wrenched it off, he himself being carried
over the shaft and flung upon Yhis back
on the floor. Tt was found necessary to
‘amputate the arm above the elbow, and
eight days afterwards he succumbed to
the shock to the system. Our brother
was a man of sterling piety,and during
his brief but extremely painful illness
not a murmur was heard, but constant
expressions of calm resignation fell
from his lips. His last words were,
“ Thanks be unto God for His unspeak-
able gift.” At his funeral, which took
place on the 4th, Mr, Wren, of Bedford,
spokea few words expressive of esteem,
-especially dwelling upon the solemnity
of death, the pastor, W. J. Tomkins,
taking the other part of theservice. On
the following evening the pastor im-
proved his death from the words in 2
Tim, iv. 2, “ To him to live was Christ,

-and to die was gain.”

We deeply deplore the death of Mr.
JoHN P1GGOTT, 48 vears a deacon atthe
Baptist Chapel, St. Ives,and many years
-superintendent of the Sunday-school in

' connection with that cause. efuneral
service was conducted by Mr. S. Haynes,
pastor.

We regret to record the death of Mrs.
Warp, of Canewdon, Essex, which
occurred on December 13th, 1887. She
has left behind her a husband and six
small children, the youngest only six
weeksold. She was a godly woman,and
attended when she could the little cause
at Rochford. Her end was peace.

My beloved sister, MIss HARRIET
SCRIVENER. a minister of Rehoboth,
peacetully tell asleep in Jesus, trusting
alone to His finished work for her soul’s
salvation, on Thursday, Feb. 2, 1888, in
her 35th year. Her funeral took place

+«ay Bow on Feb. 6 (in family graye); Mr.
Waite offieiating, ;7 oot )
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Fell asleep on Feb. ird, Briza, the
beloved wife of James Cox (son of the
late Mr, James Cox, of the Surrey Taber-
nacle), in her 37th year, having ahumble
but firm hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.
She was a member of Brixton Taber-
nacle, but latterly attended at Grove
Chapel. The funeral took place on Feb.
9th in the family grave at Nunhead
Cemetery, when Mr. Cornwell spoke
some hopeful and sympathetio words to
the family and friends,

Our departed friend and sister, MARY
BARRATT, who resided at the Clock
House, Stanstead, near Ware, where we
used to hold our meetings, died on Jan.
27th, a%ed 73 years. She was formerly
a member at Homerton Row, under the

astorate of the late Mr. Curtis. She
oved the truth, it was precious to her
soul. She used often to visit us and
sympathise with us, having her own
husband almost blind. He is left to
mourn her loss. She was only confined
to her bed two days, and her illness was
not looked upon as serious. When asked
by her doctor if she was in pain, she
told him no, but was very happy; and
to her niece she said, “ All is well.” In
the afternoon of the same day she fell
asleep. and as they thought it would be
advisable to rouse her, found she had
one. Her happy spirit had taken its
1ﬁht, 80 we can truly say of her she
fell asleep in Jesus.—G. WINTERTON,
Stanstead, near Ware, Herts,

ANN, the beloved wife of William
Chalcraft, fell asleep in Jesus Jan, 10th,
aged 43. She was a quiet, consistent
member of the Church of God, worship-
ping at Providence, Kingston, and was
very much favoured in her last illness
with the presence of her loving Lord.
I had the pleasure of visiting her many
times, and on more than one occasion
it was to me ‘ the very gate of heaven.”
When asked once if she had any favour
to ask, she replied in the words of the
poet,—

“Sweet to lle passive in His hands,
And know no will but IIis.”

I committed her remains to the grave at
Norbiton Cemetery on Monday, Jan. 16,
many friendsand fellow-members being
present to manifest their esteem for the
departed.—J. BUSH.

At Limehouse (Elim) we have lately
lost by death two very excellent mem-
bers, Mr. JAMES and Miss SWAINLAND,
Both died happy in the Lord, and we feel
quite sure that our loss is their eternal
gain.—F. C. HOLDEN,

On Feb. 13, departed this life JOBN

LAWRENCE, Superintendent of *“ Hope’

‘Sunday-school,’ ethnb‘l’-gr‘eéﬂ,“ Further
‘notice next momnth, © ' 7 e B

2



The Late Wr. William Bull,

PasTOR OF THE BAPTIST TABERNACLE, WELLINGBOROUGH.

‘ Absent from the body present with the Lord.”—2 CoR. v. 8.

WITH deep and solemn regret we record the sudden, but not
' unexpected, death of Mr. William Bull, the venerable and highl
esteemed pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle, Wellingborough,  whic
occurred at an early hour on the morning of Tuesday, February 28, 1888,
at the age of 74 years.

Personally, we only remember to have been once in the company of
our departed brother, Mr. Bull, and that was in July, 1876, on the
memorable occasion of the settlement of our beloved brother, Mr. G. W.
Shepherd, as pastor of the Church at Dorset-square, London. However,
we have since then received many kind letters from him, especially
relating to the welfare of the canse of truth at Clifton, and our deceased

Vou XLIV.  Arrm, 1888. it
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brother, Mr. Charles Lenton, with whom he was in loving sympathy in
all his struggles for truth and liberty.

MR. BULL'S LAST SERVICE AND DEATH.

Mr. W. Bull, who for over 24 years—ever since the chapel was
opened, on July 25, 1863—has been the pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle.
On Sunday, February 26, he conducted divine worship as usual in the
Tabernacle, and at the evening service he preached a funeral sermon
(which was his last) on the late Miss L. Neville, who died a few days
previously, and who was buried in Irthlingborough Baptist Chapel-yard,
when he conducted the service. The text he preached from on Sunday
evening was Psalm Ixi. 2: “From the end of the earth will I cry unto
Thee, when my heart is overwhelmed; lead me to the rock that is higher
than 1.” During the service he read Rev. xxii., which was a favourite
chapter of his. The usual prayer meeting was held on_the following
Monday evening in the chapel, and was presided over by Mr. Bull, who
then appeared in his usual health. Formerly he used to conduct a Bible-
class after the prayer-meetings, but two of his deacons (Mr. W. Lissenden
and Mr. S. Wright) have relieved him of that service of late. He
retired to rest at his usual hour on the same night, and awoke about
six o’clock in the morning, and, not feeling well, his wife gave him some
medicine, which deceased said he felt the better for. Shortly afterwards
he was seized with a fainting fit, and from which he did not recover, but
quietly passed away. He had been previously attended by Dr. J. H.
Thomas, and as he was able to certify the cause of death, no inquest was
held. For some time past the deceased had suffered very much from
asthma, which at times was g0 acute as to bring on fainting fits, and his
bed-room always had to be kept @p to a certain temperature. Deceased
leaves a beloved widow, who has been afHlicted for many years, and one
son, Professor Bull, M.A,, the head of a large collegiate school at
Huddersfield.

HIS BIRTH-PLACE, PARENTAGE, AND MINISTERIAL CAREER.

Mr. Bull first saw the light of natural day in the ancient market
town of Bingham, in the county of Nottingham, noted as the birth-
place of Robert White, the astronomer and editor, and the residence
respectively, when rectors, of Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury; Wren,
Bighop of Ely; and Hanmen, Bishop of Bangor. The father of Mr.
Bull was at one time pastor of the General Baptist Church at Beson.
Having lately become possessed of two original letters of Mr. W. Bull,
of Newport Pagnel, the friend of Cowper, Newton, and Thornton, we
were curious to know if our late friend was related to him, whose
ancestors in Puritan times resided at Irthlingborough, and other parts
of Northamptonshire, and are famous to-day in the annals of Non-
conformity.

Our deceased brother, Mr, Bull, was baptized by his father at
Monkstone, in Lincolnshire. After awhile, being asked to preach, he
commenced to do so in 1837, in a Friends’ Meeting House; biit owing
to some misunderstanding with the owners of the building, he gave up
his engagement. He was then called to the pastorate of the Church at
(ireat Gidding, in Huntingdonshire, and during the time he was there,
he entered upon his married life, which continued unbroken until his
death, From Gidding he went to Over, in Cambridgeshire, and then
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Burgh, in Lincolnshire, was the next sphere of his labours, He was e
comfortable with the Church at Burgh, and would have stayed muglz
longer, but, owing to the delicate state of his wife, he had to go South
afterwards settling at Plymouth. Owing to divisions amongst the
members, his stay only lasted two years. He again went back to Over,
where he laboured for six years; and whilst there, in 1863, he received
the invitation to come to Wellingborough, during which year the Present
Tabernacle was built, and in which place he continued to minister until
death laid its relentless hand upon him. The membership only num-
bered five when he came, and its present total is fifty. The smaller
building is now used as an infant-school. As recently as May last he
celebrated his jubilee as a minister, nearly 25 years of service having
been spent at Wellingborough, an account of which was published in
onr July Number of last year, p. 221. On that occasion the Church and
congregabion presented him with a gold pair of spectacles and a silver
albert, and an address which set forth the esteem in which they held him.
We learn that during his miristry he gained the love and esteem of
his congregation, and the respect of all with whom he came into
contact. His noble bearing, genial manner, and uprightness in all
his dealings had made him beloved by all who knew him. His familar
figure will be generally missed, and the regret at his decease is wide-
spread.

P Mr. Bull was a preacher of considerable ability, and his private life
was without reproach. He was a man of very ¢ven temperament, and a
lover of peace, and was very liberal to the poor and needy. Increasing
age and bodily infirmities had made him very feeble of late; and indeed
his probable resignation a few months hence had already been talked of.
He commenced his ministry as a Strict Baptist, and remained so to the
end. To his most intimate friends, and also from the pulpit, he had
often expressed the wish that he might “die in harness,” and in this
respect he had his desire. Until his latest breath Mr. Bnll declared that
he felt his shortcomings, and gloried in the sovereign favour of God
in Christ Jesus. How strictly characteristic of the true Christian!

INTERMENT OF THE REMAINS OF MR. BULL.

The funeral took place on Thursday afternoon, March 1st, amidst
general marks of respect. It being early closing day, all the shops in
the town were closed, and the blinds of many private houses were drawn.
At a quarter past four a service was held in the Tabernacle. The
remains of the deceased were brought into the chapel and placed near the
pulpit, which had been draped in black for the occasion. The massive
coffin was of unpolished oak, with brass furniture. The brass plate bore
the following :—

¢“WiILLIAM BULL, DIED FeB, 28TH, 1888, AGED 74.”

The service was impressively conducted by our brother Mr. F. King,
of Carlton, a very intimate friend of the deceased, in accordance with
a previous arrangement made between them. The chapel was crowded,
the majority of the congregation wearing mourning, aud showing grief
at the loss they had sustained. Mr, D. Dulley gave out the first hymn,
from Denham’s Selection—

“Sons of God by blest adoption.”
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Mr. King then read appropriate selections from 2 Tim. iv.; 1 Thess. iv.
and 1 Cor. xv. The hymn— ’
“When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come,”

was then feelingly sung.
THE FUNERAL ADDRESS.

Before leaving the chapel, Mr. King gave a short address, He re-
marked that it was a very solemn event which had brought them together
that afternoon. Death was always solemn, and when it came so suddenly
they scemed to feel it the more. He could scarcely realize that the
remains of their dear pastor were beforc him. It secemed so lately that
they had scen him, especially many of them who saw him last Lord’s-
day—such a short time ago, when he stood where he did and declared
unto them the words of cternal truth. That tongue wag silent, and no
more would they hear the Word of God from his lips, and no more
would he stand before them and show them the way of salvation. That
afternoon they rejoiced in the thought that their dear brother was a man
of God, one that knew the Lord, and loved the Saviour, and trusted in
His blood, and who endeavoured to set Him before them as the only hope
of the sinner. Were it not for the power of the Spirit of God, their
friend would never have been what he was, and he would have been the
first to say, “ By the grace of God 1 am what I am.” He was not only
a good man, but he was beloved by his brethren. He was one of his
(Mr. King’s) oldest ministerial friends, for he had known and esteemed
fheir late dear pastor for nearly forty years, and had always found him
aithful and true. He was an eminent and favoured servant of the living
God, and proclaimed unto men the way of life as set forth in His Book,
and did not turn aside or depart from the facts related there. If he had
been there he could have said—

¢ E'er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be til} T die.”
His work was done, and they had reason to be thankful that the Lord
had spared him to a good old age. He did not live in vain, for the Lord
gave him many seals to his ministry and souls for his hire. His Master
had now called him home, and his spirit was now in heaven. His ran-
somed soul was now before the throne, drinking in immortal vigour, and
they could not tell what were his feelings, and what his joy was since he
had left this “vale of tears.”” They were spared only for a little while
longer, and it might soon be their turn. Might the Liord sanctify this
golemn visitation unto those whom He had bereaved. Their dear sister
(Mrs. Bull) was advanced in years, and some of them did not think she
would survive her husband; but she was now left, and so long as she
lived he prayed that the Lord would support her. Each of them felt
they had lost a dear friend, and might the Lord look upon them and
help them to be more prayerful, loving, and sympathetic onc towards
another; and as time was fast fiying away, might He also help them
humbly, diligently, and acceptably during the little time longer they were
spared to meet where all the family of grace should be, where they would
¢ Bless the conduct of His grace,
And make His wonders known.”

He concluded by commending them to the care of the Lord.
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MINISTERS AND FRIENDS AT THE GRAVE.

The corpsc was then borne from the chapel, outside of which a long
procession to the cemetery was preceded by the hearse, in the following
order—Mourners: Professor Samnel Bull, M.A., and Mrs. Bull, Hudders-
field), Mr. Poole (Birmingham), and Miss Bull (niece of the deceased),
Mr. 8. Allen (Croyland Farm), and Mr. Blinkhorn (Lincoln); the deacons,
Mr. D. Dulley, Mr. W. Lissenden, and Mr. S. Wright; church members
and congregation; also representatives of the Sunday-school. Among
those present were Rev. T. Bromage, Rev. W. Fry, Mr. M. Reid
Sharmman, Mr. Willan Jackson, Dr, Thomas, Mr. G. R. Mather, Mr., T.
Slinn, Mr. J. Slinn, Mr. (. F. Mitton, and others.

Mr. King officiated at the grave-side, where leaflets were distributed,
and the numerous people assembled joined heartily in Dr. Watts' hymn—

“When I survey the wondrous Cross.”

The followers returned in procession to the chapel. Mr. T. 8. Howet
wag the undertaker. The grave is situated near that in which the remains
of a beloved eon of the deceased are buried.

On Lord’s-day evening, March 4th, Mr. F. King preached a funeral
sermon to a Jarge concourse of people, from Rev. xiv. 13. At the close
of the sermon, the well-known ode, * Vital Spark,” was effectively
rendered. On a memorial card of the deceased, kindly sent, are the
following words:—‘ He was a Minister of the Gospel more than 50
Jears, nearly 25 of which he preached at the Tabernacle, Wellinghorough,
where he died—

¢ Softly his head he lay upon his Master’s breast;
His Maker kissed his soul away, and laid his flesh to rest.””

‘We hope to give Mr. King's sermon, preached upon the death of Mr. W
Bull, in our next issue.

W. WintERs, EprTog.
Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, Essex.

THE LAST DAYS OF THE LATE MR. BULL.

My dear husband had been failing for some time. Last March he
had an attack of asthma, whilst at St. Neots; but it passed off, and he
preached three times the same day. On April 9th he went to Leicester
and took cold whilst there, which increased his cough considerably. He
then went to Loughborough, on May 7th, and took cold again. On May
30th Mr, Marsh came. My husband was engaged to go out, but a circum-
stance prevented him., He heard Mr. Marsh, and the next day was the
jubilee of his ministry. Three ministers came to assist atit. His friends
made him a beautiful present. He was taken ill in the night with
-another attack of asthma, but was able to preach the unext Lord's-day,
June 3rd. The following week he had another attack of asthma. After
that he had afflictions of various kinds, which at times quite prostrated
him. But it was very remarkable, he was still able to continue his
scrvices, not only on Lord’s-day, but on the week-nights as well, and
also his pastoral visits to the poor and afflicted, which his diary testifies.
The Monday evening before his death he was at the prayer-meeting, and
was very cheerful, His friends remarked it. Next morning, aftera com-
fortable night, he was seized with asthma, but seemed again to recover, and
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said he was better. He then turned on his right side, and,as I thought,
was quietly sleeping, but it was the sleep of death.

*“His Maker kissed his soul away, and laid his flesh at rest.”

He always slept after the attacks of asthma had passed off. He read
Psa. Ixii. at the prayer-meeting, and gave ont the hymns from Dr. Watts’
as follows: hymns 47, 48, 62, and Psa. Ixi. These notes were written down
soon after my dear husband's death. A friend, one of the deacons, called
in last night, and told me they were in correspondence with you. Friends.
are very kind. With kindest regards, I am, dear Sir,

Yours very truly,

) Saran BULL.
‘Wellingboro’.

THE LATE MR. GEORGE DAVIS, OF WOODBRIDGE.
CHAPEL, CLERKENWELL.

FTER being laid aside from his loved work of preaching the Gospel
for about five months, Mr. George Davis entered into his eternal
rest on Thursday, March 8th, 1888, in his 69th year. The deceased was.
born at King's Langley, Herts, of respectable godly parents. Atan early
age he enlisted in Her Majesty's service as a marine, and thus became a
soldier of the nation, and afterwards a soldier of the Cross. For some
time he went on “ caring for none of these things,” but his earlytraining
in the ways of God, and his mother’s earnest prayers followed him, and
at times, while serving his Queen and country on the mighty ocean and
far away from his native land, his mind was wont to look back upon the
place of his nativity, he thought of the gentle hand of his fond mother
that had led him to the house of God in his early days; and, above all,
the fervent prayers that she poured out at the throne of grace for her
“dear George.’ On one occasion, whilst thus pondering over these:
things in his mind on board ship in great distress, he fell upon his knees.
in front of a cannon which was about to be fired, and was miraculonsly
rescned by an officer (this circumstance he has often referred to), but
while his natural life was thus providentially preserved, his burdened
sonl was graciously delivered from bondage, and set at liberty by the
Holy Spirit foreibly applying the following words, “ Go thy way till the
end be, for thon shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days”
(Dan. xii. 18). This portion of Scripture proved to be a healing
balm to his broken heart and wounded spirit. -

The Lord intended our departed friend to minister to the spiritual
needs of the mourners in Zion, and the poor in spirit, and for this purpose
he was educated in the school of Christ, his instructor being the Holy
Spirit, and the grace of God was his constant theme. Out of a loving
heart he preached the doctrines of the Gospel as he had been taught and
led by the Holy Ghost. Mr. George Davis belonged to the old-
fashioned English Independent section of the Church of Christ, to which
the late Joseph Irons, Richard Luckin, and George Abrahams belonged,
and of which Mr. Baxter, Mr. Thomas Bradbury, and Mr. Sinden are
living representatives. Not long after Mr. Davis’ soul was set at Gospel
{iberty, he was influenced by the inward workings of the eternal Spirit
to go and proclaim the glorious Gospel of the blessed God. For some
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time he went about supplying causes of truth, and twenty-one years ago
he was chosen co-pastor with the late Richard Luckin, and continued as
such till Mr. Luckin's death in March, 1873. Mr. Davis then entered
npon his full pastoral charge, and which he honourably sustained till
within five months of his deceasc. The first text Mr. Davis preached
from in Woodbridge Chapel was, * The Lord is good, a stronghold in the
day of trouble, and He knoweth them that trust in Him ” (Nahum i, 7).
The last Sunday hc was at his chapel was the 16th of October, 1887, and
such was the dark state of his mind that he could not attempt to preach,
and sat in the vestry while a service was being carried on; but, to use
his own words, “the time of singing of birds came,” and during the
greater part of the time he was laid aside a heavenly calm pervaded his
mind, and on March 8th he entered into the joy of his Lord.

THE FUNERAL.

On Wednesday, March 14th, the funeral took place, when a service
was held in Woodbridge Chapel. At one o'clock the funeral procession,
consisting of a hearse and four coaches, and two private broughams,
reached the main entrance, and the coffin containing the remains of the
much loved George Davis was placed in the table pew. When all was
still Mr. Thomas Bradbury ascended the pulpit, and broke the solemn
silence of the mourning audience by reading -in measured, telling tones
our Lord’s own words, “I am the resurrection and the life; he that
believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live,” etc. Then
followed Psalm xxxix., and part of 1 Cor. xv. The congregation then
sang,—
S “QOur God, our belp, in ages past,

Our hope fortime to come;

A refuge from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home,”

and Mr. Pepper offered prayer. Watts’s well-known hymn, “ Why do
we mourn departed friends,” was sung, and Mr, Sinden prayed. Another
‘ Hail, disembodied spirit, hail,
Sound thy first note in heaven,
Thy God bas now within the vail
Abundant entrance given.”

Mr. Bradbury, after reading another portion of Scripture, then pro-
ceeded, in a brief address, to say: We are assembled here to-day on no
ordinary occasion. It is our lot to follow to the grave no ordinary man,
a man fixed upon in the eternal counsel to occupy a position which he so
creditably filled, and for which he took no credit to himself. What God
was pleased to do through him, he gave all the honour to his Master.
Sixteen yearsago I made his acquaintance, and that was sustained by the
Lord til.ly he breathed his last, and will never be severed. Those who are
blessed with an inheritance in the same eternal life, bought with the same
price, washed in the same fountain, clothed with the same robe, kept by
the same power, heirs of the same inheritance, will enjoy the same glory.
It was my privilege to have his company, and we frequently travelled
together to carry the same Gospel message to poor sinners. I have
heard from many since he has been laid aside of his usefulness. Testimony
after testimony has reached me of the Lord graciously working through
him, There 1s searcely a place in the Midland and Northern counties
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where our friend was not known as being instrumental in building up
God’s chosen ones. I shall never forget his first appearance in Leicester,
where, on a platform surrounded by clergymen and Nonconformists, he
completely electrified the audience by lus firmness and faithfulness for
God’s truth. Thisdid not fill him with pride, but it humbled him before
God. On one occasion when I visited him and sat by his bedside, it was
sweet to listen to him as he spoke of his dear Lord’s gracious dealings
with him. The boly confidence which possessed his mind so influenced
my heart that I conld not help pouring out my soul to God for His
goodness to him providentially, naturally, and spiritually, in giving him
& hope that when he had uttered the last sigh and groan, when the last
breath had been drawn, an abundant entrance would be ministered unto
him. Mr. Bradbury closed his .earnest address by adding that our
departed brother sought not after filthy lucre, but t,ie glory of God in
Christ, and the Lord has abundantly rewarded him.”

The funeral procession then reformed, and proceeded to Abney Park
Cemetery, where the mortal remains of Mr. Davis were committed to the
silent grave in the presence of many friends. Mr. Bradbury again
officiated, and closed the proceedings with prayer.

Among those who followed were Mr. Silvester, Mr. John Taylor, Mr.
Pepper, Mr. Bowden, Mr. Piper, Mr. Sinden, and the deacons. There
were also some present from the Surrey Tabernacle, the Grove, Camber-
well, and other places. -

In the EARTHEN VESSEL, Oct., 1872, in a loving, firm article on
“The Huntingtonian School,” by the late Charles Waters Banks, he
thus refers to our departed friend:—* Mr. George Davis comes up from
the waste howling wilderness, not from college, not from the Sunday-
school, not from any itinerant association, no, but from the horrible pit
and miry clay, by the sovereign and saving power of God the Holy Ghost,
by whose divine mercy George Davis has been led to know himself sor-
rowfully and repentingly, to know the Lord savingly and scripturally,
and to know how to preach Christ's Gospel acceptably. Mr. George
Davis is an original; he expresses himself with warmth and energy.”

Like every good, gracious, and useful man, George Davis will be
missed. The vacuum created by his demise can only be filled up by Him
who made the late George Davis what he was—a chosen vessel of merey.

“ Now, toil and conflict o’er,
Go, take with saints thy place;
But go as each has goune before,
A sinner saved by grace.”

JorN WATERS Banks.

Mges. BULL desireg to express ber sincere thanks to the numerous
friends of herself and beloved husband for their kind letters of sympathy
which she is unable to answer individually. Mis. Bull hopes, if she
has omitted sending a memorial card to any dear friend who would
like to have one, they will inform her of the same, and one shall
be forwarded.



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 109

“HOLD FAST THE FORM OF SOUND WORDS.”

By Joux Huwnt Lynw.
(President of the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Churches.)

Being the substance of his Inaugural Address delivered at the Annual
Gathering of the Associated Churches in Soho Chapel, Shaftesbury
Avenue, March 13th, 1888.

ELLOW-SERVANTS OF CHRIST AND BELOVED IN THE

LORD,—In contemplating my address, my anxious desire has been

to receive and to deliver God’s message, if He permit, and, whether by

way of teaching or of reminder, to be of real service to you, to the
Churches of this Association, and to others beyond.

In view of the present controversy in the Baptist denomination, and
the confusion that is found in every direction, it may be well to state our
position as I apprehend it. To some it may be of service, and as so
many eyes are to-day directed toward us, such statement on this acconnt
also may be appropriate.

My introduction shall be in the words of the Lord to Timothy, to Titus,
and to the saints at Philippi, “ Hold fast the form of sound words;”
“Holding fast the faithful word;” * Holding forth the Word of Life.”
I purpose mainly to speak of the place, use, and limits of creed, of our
position denominationally, and of our relations to doctrinal truth.

FirstLY.—The place, use, and limits of creed. One of the most pro-
minent features of present-day controversy is the effort to eliminate
creed. The armoury of sophistry is being constantly enlarged for this
purpose, and the old trick of misappropriation of adjectives is being used
with mighty effect. Beguiling conjunctions of terms have incalculable
force. They fascinate thought and inspire and impel mental volition.
The exceeding haste and zeal to sweep up creeds with the cobwebs and
dust of old time, and with traditional superstitions, are, to many devout
minds, almost self-evident tokens of the source of such ardour. Among
many other things we are told that the pentecostal converts had no
creed, and, therefore, to adopt one now is a gratuitous insult to the
pentecostal Spirit. If the premiss of this contention were aliowed, the
conclusion does not follow necessarily, unless it can be shown that there
are no conditioning testimonies in Luke’s record. The Gospel, as
anciently defined, wAS a definite creed, the advocates of divergence from
which, whether angels or men, the apostle of the Gentiles accounted
worthy to be accursed. False doctrines and human philosophies were
met by the apostles of the Lord with definitely formulated creeds.

The true PLACE of creed in the Churches of the New Testament
was that of fundamental testimony; and the distinctive features were so
stated, as on this side to hold the mind within God’s revelation, and on
that side to repel the specific error with which it was confronted.
Seducing errors were met with the counter-statement of formulated truth.

The USE of these apostolic formularies wasmanifold. They were for
the instruction of the ignorant, for the confirmation of the wavering, for
the recovery of the erring, and the withstanding of gainsayers, They
were the end of strifes, and fountains of blessing. As the history of the
Church proceeded, new forms of error were propounded for her defile-
ment and destruction, and from time to time God raised up men whose
re-statements of the old truth were His ¢nstruments in the conflict. The

I
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power of creed in the Reformation needs no reiteration. The marvellons
blessing throngh the Puritans’ adherence to, and propagation of, clearly
defined doctrine touches us to-day with its unspent energy. Further use
of creed is that both we ourselves may know distinctly what we believe,
and that all the world besides may know.

The 1imITs of creed. Creed must not override the letter of
God's Word. Oreed formularies may be an index, but the Bible
is the text-book. Nor can a creed include every revealed truth. It
outlines and defines great central truths, but leaves the wealth of the
wide Revelation open for the perpetual unfoldings of the Spirit of the
Lord. In all matters of controversy the appeal MUST be to the law and
to the testimony, * Hold fast the FORM OF SOUND WORDS.”

SECONDLY.~—Our position denominationally. Sectarianism to the body
of Christ is what Pantheism is to God. It has two faces. One repre-
sents the Church of God as rent, divided, embittered, and mutually
opposed, as the house which Gop sought to build—shattered. The other
represents a miscellaneous agglomeration of differing minds and schools
of thought held together by compromise and by toleration, which two
elements appear to constitute the something that is mis-called charity.
Whichever way seen Sectarianism is manifestly of the devil, and it 1s
imperative that the man of God should repudiate it with his whole soul.
Denomirationally, ze are pre-eminently called upon to eschew Sectarian-
ism. The Church of the living God is one. The unity of the Spirit
exists, essentially, vitally, and eternally in the whole election of grace,
whether viewed as before time, as on Calvary and thence within the vail,
or as under the continuing operations of the Holy Ghost. Our practice
as Strict Baptists proclaims, insists upon, and exhibits this glorious fact.
On none is there so strong, and so clearly manifested and relative respon-
sibility to recognize, embrace, and cleave to every known child of God as
upon us. From us should go out more real activity of soul to all them
that love our Lord Jesus Christ than from any other portion of the
Lord’s body. Otherwise our principles are a delusion, and our very
existence amongst the redeemed an unspeakable fraud. Sectarianism
is impossible to the honest, intelligent, and gracious Strict Baptist. While
repudiating both the spirit and operation of Sectarianism, we cannot,
however, heal the breaches that exist, or gather into our Churches all
¢ the scattered tribes.” Comprehension in this sense is impracticable.
Our position should be this: owning no Head or Law-giver but Christ,
and no final text-book but His Word, as banded in the truth, and com-
muning in obedience, to thus stand fast in the Lord.

To assume the name of *“ Christian,” simply and only, would be in-
vidious, and would cast a slur on those Christians who walk not with us.
To try and be more definite, and say ¢ Bible Christian,” would be an
aggravation of such offence against the redeemed of the Lord. To adopt
a human name, as the Methodists have done, would, at least, in my judg-
ment, be a direct insult to the Lord Jesus. The only alternative appears
to be that for truth’s sake and for God’s honour we use some term, or
terms, readily understood, and clearly defining wherein we refuse to
follow popular departures from the written Word. The one great fact
of the Gospel that is popularly slighted is Particular Redemption, and
the one precept, joined with the Gospel Commission, and obeyed by the
first disciples, is universal baptism of believers. 7Thss we, as distinguished
from all other denominations, keep “according to the Scriptures,” and
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that we maintain as indicative of the grand transaction of covenant love
in Immanuel's death. No title, therefore, could so clearly state the
nature of our testimony, and our determination by God’s grace to stand
fast to the word of the Lord, as that we bear, namely, “ Particular and
Strict Baptists.” If, however, it is a badge of Sectartanism, for my part
I will be done with it for ever; but if it be honest testimony of affec-
tionate and loyal protest against departures from the old paths, let us
maintain it and adhere to it with our whole heart.

Christendom presents to our view a great host professing allegiance
to Christ the Lord, but divided into many groups in various conditions
-of divergence from the Word of Christ. We claim that we are seeking
to walk in the old paths * according to the Scriptures.” We are not,
therefore, separatists, and in this sense guilty of the sin of schism. We
-are not ‘““ they who separate themselves,” yet we are irrevocably separate
on account of the divergence of others from the straight paths. Although
-our separateness is not that of schism nor of Sectarianism, it is, however,
real and PROTESTIVE. We exist to raise and to maintain an
‘honourable protest against departures from the faith and disobedience
«of the plain commands of Christ.

This denominational distinctiveness and consequent separateness does
not necessitate, as is falsely alleged, the impossibility of sacred intercourse
with those who walk not with us, but the very reverse. The only logical,
-as well as spiritual, and logical because spiritual, issue, both of our prin-
ciples and position, is the most tender, frank, full, and brotherly fellow-
ship with all who are called of God; and the more we find them to be
held in the thraldom of false doctrine and practice, the more to be drawn
out to them in the bowels of Christ, and in real contact. Limitations
are tolerably self-evident and easily defined. We can hold no parley with
the Satanic lie called Free-will. We may not make any exception to the
divine order of fellowship at the Lord's table, either in receiving visitors
-or ourselves individually visiting open communion, or pado-baptist,
.assemblies. We are unable to call any assembly a “CEURCH" in the
.constitutional sense, which is not a bond fide Close Communion Baptist
Church. All who are Christ’'s are brethren, and we sincerely and
actively love them as such; but one is our Master whom we seek grace
humbly and manfully to obey and without question. May we wear His
yoke with meekness and lowliness of heart, ever *holding fast the
faithful Word.”

THIRDLY.—Our relations to doctrinal truth. It has recently often been
said by honoured brethren that we are, as a section of the one Church,
set for the defence of the Gaspel. This statement, if true, imposes the
gravest possible responsibilities, and associates us, both as objects of
divine favour and as f7is appointed servants with God's highest glory,
in the present dispensation. We accept this dictum as the truth and
without reserve. Such an avowal is either transcendent vanity, impious
presumption, arrogant pride, or the bowing of reverent subjection to the
mandate of that Master, with whose sovereign appointments we pray
ever to be in whole-souled and unquestioning accord. May we “ have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceplably with reverence and
godly fear.”

To us has fallen the heritage of “that form of Doctrine™ that is
wrought into the great prayer of our Glorious Mediator, as recorded by
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John, the experimental operations of which are declared in the beati-
tudes of the Sermon on the Mount, and the procurements of which are
doctrinally stated to us in the Divine definition and statement of the
Gospel preached to and believed by the “ Church of God at Corinth ;’*
that form of Doctrine which broke the Papal power in the times of the
Reformation, and which, alone, is capable of defence against the subtleties
of Roman or Greek apostacy, against the ever-shifting propaganda of
19th century intellectnalism, whether as open defiance and rejection of
truth under the various forms of agnosticism, or the more baleful super-
ciliousness and treachery of the undefinable multiformities of so-called
new theology which betray the Son of Man with kisses. The theology
of the Puritans, the instrument of the greatest spiritual revival the
Church has known, descends to us ; but purged from the leaven of human
will—that acid bitterness of Satanic poison which so spoils many of their

ages, and defiled the ministry of such saints as Baxter, Bunyan, Calvin,

oddridge, Fuller, Watts, and many others. That Doctrine is ours, diver-
gences from which the whole Word of God is searched in vain for the sem-
blance of support unto ; doctrine that is in harmony with the entire con
tents of holy writ.

These sweeping assertions expose me to the charge of rash dogmatism..

Y reply in the words of Philip’s answer to Nathanael's doubiful question :—
“ Come and see.” Let any man in the wide world test by God’s book
“the things most surely believed among us’ with the same simple,
contextual, and grammatical fairness he would give to any other writing.
The issue would not be in the least doubtful. Let each several diver-
gence therefrom be similarly tried, and the only possible verdict must be
either that Christian Doctrine and God’s word are to be rejected together-
or that we have been graciously led of the Lord. As to the Bible-test,
then I say in all confidence and affection to every questioner, * Come and
see.” Further, let every testimony of the experience of the Grace of
God be scrutinized as a witness. Let every soul who has tasted that
the Lord is gracious be examined and cross-examined, and the verdict
shall be instant and unanimous by the whole panel, and in absolutely
perfect accord with the Bible-test. I invite the questioner to the uni-
versal experience of the family of God in this matter, and say, “ Come:
and see.” I am not theorizing, having myself tried these tests with such
ample opportunities, such wide distributions among all sections, both of’
Arminians and Calvinists, and with such entirely and exactly uniform
results that I speak what I do know, “Come and see."

The Defence of the Gospel must of course be a clear and intelligent
affirmation by God’s ministers of its principles and facts, and its enforce-
ment in definite application. In these things, God make us more lucid,
firm, and affectionate.

In passing, I venture to suggest to our brethren, that exactitude of
expression should be sought with studious care, especially when the
RELATIONS of various forms of truth are involved. For example, ¢ All
who are chosen of the Father, redeemed by the Son, and sanctified by the
Holy Ghost shall finally persevere.” Such wording leaves room for various
theories of failure which would people perdition with blood-bought souls.
In drawing the trust deed for my Church I thus corrected it :— All
chosen ARE redeemed, &c.,” making each member of the statement to:
carry the others,
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I will not dwell on the practical outworking of grace and truth in

the lives of saints as one of the chief defences of the Gospel. There is,

however, a method of holding forth the faithful word on which it may

be well to linger a little. I refer to the organization,arrangements and

minutest details of the conduct of the concerns of our Churches, both as
to public worship and all minutize connected with the cause of God.

Varied, extensive, and close observations compel me to conclude that
if Doctrine be persistently maintained and Strict Communion adhered to,
for the rest, churches do much as they please ; their law being largely
either the rule of majorities, of personal power, or of monetary influence.
‘Of course, each of these has a fit sphere of great value in the cause of
God, but surely they are neither severally nor together rightly exercised
under such conditions. That the Apostolic word i8 our law we all admit,
but that it is sufficient, infallible, binding, final, and the SoLE DIRECTORY
for the treatment of every consideration scarcely seems to have occurred
to many of us. That, such, however, is the case I desire to affirm with
the greatest possible emphasis. Asthe proclamation of the word reveals
‘God’s mind, and in the power of the Holy Ghost ministers and develops
that mind in experience and its issues ; and as godly living exhibits the
power of experimental grace with its issues by the same spirit, so the
conduct of the cause of God, in EVERY VARIETY OF DETAIL, should by
the Spirit of the Lord display always, and prove an intelligible and
powerful administration of the same principles and operations of truth.
Every monetary transaction is essentially a part of true worship, and
:should be so carried out as clearly to enforce, from whatever point of view,
some aspect of Gospel truth. Everything allowed or disallowed should
in either case, whether by THIS omission or by THaT performance, have
‘some teaching power.

Overlooking this important truth, WHICH IS VITAL TO THE REAL HEALTH
OF THE CHURCH AS SUCH, We Iniss our way 1N many matcters, not seeing, or
not heeding, our guide ; with the result that carnal reason, under the
false name of ‘“sanctified common sense,” draws directions from the
maxims of the world, the modes of commerce, social tastes, local customs,
traditions, opinions—in short—from the babel dicta of the world and of
the many fungi of ecclesiastical history and association. Hence arise
«disputes in Church-meetings; conflicts of will and opinions, often wrought
to scandals by arousing carnal passion ; misjudgment of brethren often
«coupled with false accusations, and other innumerable evils.

The more unscriptural disputants are usually the more determined, and
-often the most clamorously supported.

If the principles I now propound were adopted and studiously applied,
every detail would be a living means of grace, and the minntie of Church-
life would co-act with the proclaimed Word and with the daily walk of
‘God’s people before men. Church-meetings wonld be bonds of union and
the true relations and perspective of time and eternity, and of the earthly
and heavenly places, would be realized. As departure from truth, aptly
recently termed “ the D.¢.” commencing with the insertion of the HUMAN
element, as usually implied in the term Fullerism, develops into the
hydra of “ New theology,” so the corresponding authorityof the HUMAN
element in the concerns of the Church destroys their teaching power and
goes far to mar the fellowship of saints. Without the recognitiou and
-exercise of this principle those who “ have the rule over ” us are compelled,
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either to abdicate the authority imposed on them by the Lord, orto be-
come lords over God's heritage ; but if the truth in this matter be
adhered to, God's ministers become the true ADMINISTRATORS of Divine
Law, are free, both from Scylla and Charybdis, and can exercise “ with
all authority,” the function imposed by the Sovercignty of the Holy Ghost.

This ministry is impossible to the degree that the human element is
allowed. Moreover, by the fleshly arrogance with such toleration of man’s
will and direction in God’s Church indulges, the Holy Ghost is defied as
well as God’s Word despised. Averring as we do the absolute sovereignty
of the Lord, may our eyes be open to our guilt in the annulment of the
Word of God by our traditions, that we may be brought in His light, to
the liberty of loyalty.

It may be asked, what will become of the faculties of reason, judgment,
will, &c., if they be thus unthroned? I answer that they will find unspeak--
ably fuller scope and true power and liberty in the SERVICE with which
they would be graciously exercised. The TEACHING POWER of Church life
organization and BUSINESS as an essential part of our relation to Doc-
tﬁ‘g?al Truth, would yield MUCH ¥RrUIT. “HoLDING FORTH the Word of

ife.”

[A full and interesting report of these meetings can be obtained, price 2d.,
from the Secretaries of the Association].

“SERVANT OF GOD UNDAUNTED.

AN by nature is opposed to God's truth. Salvation by sovereign
grace is not palatable to the carnal mind. It is only the Holy
Ghost that can quicken the sinner, dead in trespasses and sins, and cause
him to believe iz and embrace the Lord Jesus Christ in His saving rela-
tions as Prophet, Priest,and King. Of the certainty of these things the-
true servant of Christ becomes more and more convinced. In the faithful
discharge of his work he encounters every form of opposition; undaunted,
howerver, for he knows * The counsel of the Lord, that shall stand, and
He will do all His pleasure.”” In the East of London there was a court
in which a number of the poor Irish were employed in sack-making..
This court was visited by a City missionary, who sought to make known
“The old, old story of Jesus and His love ”’; but they hated the message-
he brought to them, and consequently resolved that they would sew up-
his mouth with one of their large packing-needles. On one occasion, as
the missionary entered the court, a powerful woman seized him like a
bear, put both her hands around his neck, and firmly held him as she
vociferated to her godless neighbours, “ Sew up his mouth! sew up his
mouth! sew up his mouth!” The missionary offered no resistance; was
patient, and began to pray aloud. The Lord heard, and he escaped
without injury. = It seems to us that not a few in the present day—and
who should know better—would like to sew up the mouths of those who
seek to proclaim faithfully the gospel of sovereign grace. But it cannot
be that God’s servants, who have received the gospel at the hand of
God, can keepsilent in this day of darkness and blasphemy. The burden
of the Lord 1s upon them, and they must speak out, lct the consequences
be what they may. “He that hath My word, let him speak My word
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith the Lord.”
Opposition to the pure and unadulterated truth has discovered itself
from the earliest period; but let this fact be borne in mind, especially at:
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the present juncture, when a solemn battle has just begun between God’s
trubh and man’s inventions, that persecution and every form of opposi-
tion have in all ages greatly tended to benefit the people of God. The
conflict has invariably produced a greater degree of separation between
the Church and the world, and has thereby contributed very essentially
to keep the saints from much contamination, both in doctrine and
practice, which otherwise they would have contracted. It has been
remarked—and there is something very sweet in the thought—that as
frankincense when it is put into the fire giveth the greater perfume, as
spice if it be pounded and beaten smelleth the sweeter, even so the
children of God receive great benefit by their trials, and become better
fitted for their respective spheres of usefulness; they thereby get to
know, value, and appreciate more fully the things of God, the grounds
of their hopes, to rejoice in eternal settlements, and make manifest the
savour of Christ’s truth. The servant of God is undaunted because he
knows the Lord sitteth upon the floods, holds the reins of universal
government, and maketh “all things to work together for good to them
that love Him, and are the called according to His purpose.”

If we turn to the Acts of the Apostles, chap. iv., we find there a
remarkable instance of base and wicked persecution. A notable miracle
had been performed by the apostles (Peter and John) on the impotent
man, who took occasion to proclaim the Lord Jesus Christ, in whose
name they had wrought it. To hinder their work and stuitify their
teaching and influence, the Jewish Sanhedrin laid hands upon them and
imprisoned them, and then, with stern rebukes and many threats, bade
them to speak no more in the name of Jesus. This foolish prohibition
reminds us of the conduct Bunyan received at the hands of his enemies.
Having patiently endured twelve years’ imprisonment in Bedford Jail,
he was offered his liberty on the condition that he would henceforth
abstain from preaching. He replied—nbeing of the spirit and determina-
tion of these primitive preachers—*“If you let me out to-day, I shall
preach again to-morrow.” Oh, for more of this fire of holy daring and
doing in the service of God now, to have the courage of a Daniel—dare
to do the right—nailing the colours at the mast-head, and never taking
them down to accommodate either men or circumstances.

In these restless and trying days in which our lot is cast it will be to
our advantage to mark the conduct of primitive Christians under circum-
stances of trial. ¢ They—the apostles—being let go, went, to their own
company, and reported all that ihe chief priests and elders had said unto
them.” The whole bearing of these noble witnesses of the truth con-
vinced their enemies that they had been with Jesus. Jesus was seen in
them, and His gospel was the subject of their preaching. And as to their
character, we know by the company they kept. At liberty once more,
they immediately went and consorted with the Church of Christ, and
rehearsed in their midst what the elders had said unto them. Let us,
then, look to the only one source of help, which is God. Prayer, based
upon the promises, and presented in the name of Jesus, accomplishes
wonders for the believer. It inspires him with lively emotions of joy,
emboldens him in danger, supports him in the conflict, consoles him in
SOTTOW, animates him in death, and lights him to glory, where the language
of prayer shall be exchanged for the shouts of praise.

‘‘ Prayer moves the Hand that moves the world.”
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Keeping our eye upon that band of praying disciples, what results do
we presently witness?  Results glorious! *The house was shaken,” &c.
The Holy Ghost also was poured out upon them in a more abundant
measure in His gracious and sanctifying influences, so that the effects
were immediately visible inall. The apostles preached with greater bold-
ness, and signs following, in the conversion of sinners, the revival of the
Church, and the spread of the Redeemer’s kingdom, proved the presence
and powerof the Holy Ghost in an enlarged degree. We believe not a few
of God's people feel that this is the great desideratum of the present hour,
a more abundant measure of the Spirit’s influence to be poured out, upon
the Church. And may we not expect it, where the gospel of sovereign
grace is faithfully and effectually preached, adorned in the lives of
believers, and where the people of God, in season and out of season,
persevere in united prayer and effort.

We sincerely desire for each of our dear friends clearer views of every
branch of divine truth; to hold with the greatest tenacity the inspired
declarations concerning man’s total depravity by the fall; his complete
redemption by Christ in His obedient life and atoning death, and his
regeneration and sanctification by the Holy Spirit. We desire for them
a deeper and a richer experience of every new covenant blessing in Christ
Jesus, to live in sweet fellowship with God here, and at last ascend to
prepared mansions on high.

CHARLES MASTERSON.
Brighton.

INCREASE OF FAITH.

By GEo. BANKs, WILLENHALL.
« And the Apostles said unto the Lord, increase our faith.”—Luke xvii, 5.

FAITH is so excellent a grace that the prayer which asks an increase

of it is ever commendable. As an eye it needs its power of vision
strengthening so as to enable the soul to see more clearly “The King in
His beauty.” As a hand it requires strengthening so that its grip of
divine things may be firmer. Past experiences combine to prompt the
prayer for an increase of faith. The soul having tasted that the Lord is
gracious, having realised the sweetness of the promise, and the joys that
are peculiar to a spiritual belief, will often exclaim, ¢ Lord, increase my
faith.”

First, notice thosewho make this request, and under what circumstances.
Very often those who have greatest faith will cry, very earnestly, for its
increase.

From the first verse we learn that our Lord was discoursing to His
disciples, i.e., the congregation of His followers : but according to our
verse it was only the Apostles, 4.e., those who had been called to a higher
mission, and to the discharge of greater obligations than the simple dis-
ciples, who said unto the Lord, *Increase our faith.” e who
has a capacity to receive the greatest revelations, who sees deepest
into the truth of God, who understands most of the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven will need the most elastic faith. He will
need a faith that will expand and grow in proportion to the increase of
knowledge. You cannot put aquart of water into a pint vessel, neither
can great knowledge be received, nor its practical bearing developed by
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“little faith,” Those who have been in closest communion with Christ,
:and who, therefore, have discovered the great importance of faith as 5
factor in both experimental and practical Christianity, will cry for an
increage of faith. When a man is satisfied with his present attainment
in faith, or thinks his faith perfect, we have reason to suspect the character
-of his belief, and the limited extent of his knowledge. If Apostles had
need to offer this prayer, surely we have greater need to do so.

Again, he whose sense of sin is deep, and who feels to need o mighty help
to the cross will cry, “ Increase my faith.” He has felt the mystery of
iniquity within, and though not at all desirous of being sceptical, he can-
not, silence the voice of doubt which asks, * Has divine love embraced
me in its arms ? Has the redemption made by Christ provided for my
release ?  Is it possible that my poor sinful heart can be possessed of the
sanctifying spirit ?”” The Gospel points him to the cross, and explains
the plan of salvation ; and then the broken-hearted penitent begins to
climb the Hill of Calvary ; but anon, he looks at his sins which hang
.about him as dead weights, and he slides back into despair ; until the
redeeming Christ throws out to him the rope of faith, and by “along
pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether,” draws him to leave his guilty
soul in the thrice holy fount, and to receive the love-kiss which seals
his eternal pardon. '

Moreover, an increase of faith is very mnecessary for the man who is
-smitten with a succession of trials. Witness this in the case of Job. He,
though a perfect and an upright man, and eschewed evil, was not exempt
fromthe trial of faith. Apparently,he was sweetly peaceful when the bearers
of evil tidings rushed into his presence with rapid succession, and, with
heated breath, told him their tales of woe, until the black catalogue was
complete, and he heard that his cattle, flocks, servants, and children had
been suddenly snatched from him by events in which the actions of God
and man combined. To these afflictions he yielded submissively and
unmurmuringly. But when his body was afflicted his hitherto heroic
patience failed, and his faith gave way for a time. Andso we learn that
1t is the succession of trials which causes faith to begin to relax its hold,
.and the soul to chafe. Hence, when we are pursued by a troop of evils we
shall find this prayer of the Apostles most appropriate. Let these
examples suffice to show by whom, and under what circumstances the
request is made.

Secondly, OBSERVE A FEW OF THE THINGS IN REFERENCE TO WHICH
THE BELIEVER SAYS, “ INCREASE MY FAITH.”
He makes this request with regard Zo offences that will come. By
“ offences ” in the first verse our Lord might have meant persecution, by
which many crnel injuries were done to His faithful followers ; but it is
more probable that He meant the self-indulgence and worldliness of some
who hypocritically assumed the Christian name as a cloak for their
sin (See Matt. xviii. 6—9.) Persecution necessitates great faith to enable
us to endure, and to abide faithful in our profession of Christ, and in our
adherence to His Gospel. And a strong faith is also requisite to keep
us from stumbling through the temptation to follow the bad example of
the self-indulgent and worldly ; and to preserve our belief in the reality
of godliness from being shaken by seeing that, in some cases, the form
exists without the power.
1t is also necessary to pray for a stronger faith so that we may manifest
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Christian forbearance and forgiveness under the most aggravating cir-
cumstances. Jesus had just exhorted His disciples thus, * Take heed to
yourselves : 1if thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him ; and if he
repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a
day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent ; thou
shalt forgivehim.” By which we are to understand that “ No accumu-
lation of offeuces, however often repeated, is to be allowed to bring us to
the hardness which refuses to forgive when the offender says that he
repents and asks forgiveness.” We are not rashly to condemn him as a
hypocrite upon whom we are not called to have compassion ; but we are
to check “ the temper of hard and unforgiving judgment.” An excess
of charity is better than an excess of severity. Christ had forgiven us
far more than sevenfold trespasses in a day, and for many days, and
having His example to guide us we are bidden to subdue the hard repellent
spirit of unforgiving spiritual pride. Some of the Jewish Rabbis had
fimited the duty of forgiveness to a thrice-repeated offence, but the fol-

lower of Christ is not to be guided byhuman limitations, but by the pre-
cept of his divine Exemplar.

* Who, with repentance is not satisfied,
Is not of heaven or of earth.”

Yet, neither human nature, nor even a weak faith, is equal to this pro-
longed forbearance and repeated forgivemess. A victory over natural
impulses can only be obtained by divine grace and a powerful faith.

This request for an increase of faith, might also be made in reference to
the promases of the word. Strong digestive organs are necessary for the
consumption and assimilation of strong meat. So a strong faith is indis-
pensable to our full enjoyment of the promises of the Lord. Great is
the plentitude, rich is the sweetness, strong is the consolation contained
in the promises, but only faith derives the benefit. There is no creature
like the bee for extracting honey from the flowers, neither is there any-
thing like faith for gathering the exceeding preciousness from the flowers
of divine promise.

Again, his is our request in reference to Christ. The Majesty of His
kingly glory, the incomparable beauties of His person, the perfection of
His work, the divinity of His love, and the infinitude of His compassion
can only be seen by the eagle eye of faith. Reason cannot comprehend
Him, but faith can ; it is the telescope which brings His distant glories
near.

Thirdly, NOTICE THAT THIS PRAYER IS MADE TO THE LORD. The
Lord is Divine. Divinity is quiet able todevelop, multiply, and increase.
In nature, He causes the tiny mustard-seed to grow into a large tree ;
and the small corn-plant is, by His divine husbandry, brought, even
through adverse seasons, to the full corn in the ear. ~And so, by His
fostering care, faith, which is of heavenly origin, grows instrength and
beauty.

GZntle reader, is your faith small ? Remember He will increase it.
As you come to the Throne of Grace your faith shall grow exceedingly,
and you shall receive the reward of them that diligently seek Him. When
you read the word, newly discovered truths shall greet your soul with
heavenly light. When you go to the cross, the wonderful redemption
ghall thrill your soul with a joy that infinitely transcends the world’s
best rejoicings.
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And if your offending brother asks your forgiveness you will grant it

tenderly and lovingly for the sake of Christ.

When you step into the

dark river of sorrow, the surging hillows shall become a sea of glass, and

the Lord omnipotent shall save.

And, at last, when you tread * the

valley of the shadow of death ” the Lord’s staff and rod will comfort you;
and eternal light shall fill your enraptured spirits, as the day breaks, and

the shadows flee away.

LOST AND FOUND.

[The other day the annexed note came
to hand. We felt perplexed for a time
to know what to do with it. At last we
determined to send it on to our brother
Mr, S. Willis, pastor of the Baptist
Church at Whittlesea:—

‘20 the Editor of the ‘E. V. & G. H.

“DEAR SiR,—Could you kindly give
me the information in March No. as to
the present situation of the pastor Samuel
Willis, formerly of Swavesy, St. Ives,
Hunts, and thgsygrea.tly oblige,

ours y,
“S.H. 8.
B The following is the pleasing sequel.—
D,

Y DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—The
note you kindly forwarded was a puzzle
tome. I could not at all make out its
meaning. However, I at once wrote to
the writer, and this morning received a
reply and explanation., The enquiry was
on behalf of my brother,my only brother,
of whom I had lost sight for quite ten
years, All the time he has lived in my
heart, and without ceasing I have tried

to pray for him. It appears that about
last November the Lord met with him,
and saved him. His heart then began
to warm towards me, the brother whose
religion he once despised. Aftera while
he opened his mind to the friend who
wrote you asking for my address. * What
strange, surprising grace is this!” Indeed
our God hears prayer. “It was (is) meet
that we should make merry and be glad;
for this thy brother was dead, and is
alive again: and was lost, and is found.”
Praise the Lord! My dear wife and self
thank you with all our hearts for taking
the trouble to send the letter on to us.

I am glad to tell you the E. V. & G. H.
is gaining a larger circulation here, ag
the result of one or two allusions to it
from the pulpit, and regularly placin
the contents-bill on our notioe—boa,rg
since it has been sent. The God of heaven
prosper you in all your labours. I am,

Yours sincerely in the Lord,
S. WILLIS,

Zion-cottage, Whittlesea, Cambs.,

March 13th, 1888,

YE PROTESTANTS OF ENGLAND.

Y Protestants of England,
Rise up, and boldly stand,
And wave your glorious banner
O’er our much favoured land.
Be vigilant, be wary.
The enemy’s abroad,
In various disguises
To lure men from the Lord.
Blow, blow the Gospel trumpet,
With sure and certain sound,
While thousands meet rejoicing
Upon Emmanuel’s ground.
His Word goes forth to conquer,
Saints on His merey call,
Though Satan vows destruction,
To Manasseh and to Saul.

Now put on the whole armour
Ot God, nor fear the fray,
Tho’ hell’s vicegerent threatens
And Papal power display.
Tho’ myrmidons of Satan,
In popish robes defile
Our land, and spread infection
‘With subtlety and guile.

But O what violation,
‘What perfidy is seen,
‘What solemn obligations
Now broken by our Queen.
To sacred trusts imparted
By Gog, yet nothing loth
Befouls her crown, ignoring
The ‘¢ Coronation Qath.”

Is this a Sovereigu's guerdon *
For all allegiance given?

Or grateful hearts’ eifusion
To all indulgent Heav’'n?

’Tis an abomination
To God and men below,

To show such depth of friendship.
To that blasphemous foe.

Ye Protestants of England,
Your way with caution steer,

The enemy’s polluted breath
Poisons our atmosphere.

May God’s distinguished favour
On England still bestow,

In spite of hell’s dominion
And pestilential foe.

D. BRav.

Norice.—Pressure of special articles on our space compels us to hold
over for a future number the Historical Notice of Chadwell-street Church;
the Jubilee of Mr. Sears ; the Memoir of the late Mr. P. W. Willjiamson ;
a.nq several letters on the Preservation of the Sabbath. We shall be greatly
assisted in our work, if correspondents will endeavour to make their

cominunications as brief as possible.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.
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NEW SOHO CHAPEL.

Services in connection with the Opening
of the New Soho Chapel, Skaftesbury
Avenwe, London.

A VvAsT conconrse of friends from the
London and provineial Churches assem-
bled on the morning of Tuesday, Feb.
28th. to witness the solemn dedication of
the new chapel to the service, honour,
and glory of God, by praver, praise, and
gospel addresses. There can be no Qiffi-
culty whatever in friends finding the
chapel. It is beautifully situated on a
freehold site in one of the finest streets
in the West-end of London, a very short
distance from old Soho Chapel (so dear
to the memory of many saints who wor-
shipped therein in days long past), the
lease of which was surrendered some
time since.

THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD SOHO.

We deem it quite admissible on the
present occasion to give some notice of the
old title, Soio, The origin of this half-
mythical word has been held as legen-
dary for the last two or three centuries,
and which our dear brother G. W. Shep-
herd explained in his highly interest-
ing speech in the afternoon, as being the
watchword of the Duke of Monmouth’s
army at the fatal battle of Sedgemoor.
Nearly twenty years ago, when we fre-
quently contributed to Notesand Querics,
a fourpenny weekly paper, much sought
after by the zirtuosi, we were familiar
with the snbject, and accepted the
opinion of Cuningham that the locality
of Soho was so named before the battle
alluded to, and which confirms the state-
ment made by Mr. Shepherd as to its
being the watchword on the field of
carnage at Sedgemoor. In very early
days Soko was known as Dog Fields, or
Dog House Fields, afterwards Soho
Fields, a place {for the keeping of dogs
and where the city magmnates hunted
the hare. The word Soho, or So-how,
was the then huntsman’s cry when the
hare was found. This agrees with Dr.
Johnson’s definition of the term, i.c.,
“ Soho, a form of calling from a distant
place.” In Cing Mavrs, by Orde Vigny,
the word is twice given, * Soho! Aubi-
joux!” and “ Soho! %La Chapelle!” The
survey of London, 1742, mentions
“Soho,” also “King's-square, but vul-
garly Soho-square,”

ABCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION OF

THE CHAPEL.

The new chapel, built by Mr. Johnson,
of Belle Vue-road, Wandsworth, forms
a conspicuons feature in the architecture
of Shaftesbury-avenue. Its height is
imposing, and particularly effective
rising nearly seventy feet above the leve
of the Avenue. In style the chapel is

Early Euglish Gothic. The external
walls of the building are faced with red
brick, and ornamented in parts with
buff terra cotta. The ablearchitect, Mr.
W. Giilbee Scott, A.R.LB.A., of 25, Bed-
ford-row, London, was present at the
opening services, and eXﬁlained several
interesting details of the building to
many of the friends privately. The fol-
lowing quotation from the Baptist
Handbook (1888{ relative to Soho Chapel
and Schools,will be read with pleasure by
our readers: “ Effectis gained by dignity
of proportion and skilful arrangement of
partsand materials, and not by expensive
ornament. Internally the chapel is faced
with yellow brick, relieved by bands,
arches, and cornices of red brick, an
with a dado of the same material, The
roof is of open timbered construction,
and has a fine effect. 1t is boarded on
the inside, and is forty feet high from
the floor of thechapel. There isa hand-
some stone arcade behind the pulpit, and
a gallery over the entrance end. The
baptistry is raised two feet above the
floor of the chapel, so as to be in full
view of the whole congregation. It has
white marble steps and foot-wells, and
is lined with tiles. The windows are all
glazed with lead light glazing, The
whole of the internal fittings and joinery
are of pitch pine. All thestaircasesand
approaches are of stone, and ample pro-
vision is made for easy entrance and exit.
A large lecture-hall or school-room, 15
feet high, is provided under the chapel,
and is amply lighted. Good class-rooms,
kitchen, pastor’s and deacons’ vestries, a
ladies’-room, and care-taker’s rooms are
also provided. The cost of the whole of
the buildings, including heating and
lighting, is estimated at £5,600. Every-
thing, from the foundation to the roof.
is of the most solid and substantiai
character, the Building Committee hav-
ing been determined to avoid the too
frequent mistake of permanently injur-
ing the building for the sake of a
temporary saving in the first cost. Such
a saving 18, indeed, only temporary, for
most so-called cheap chapels are a per-
petual expense, almost from the day they
are opened.” The entire cost of the
building. with its furniture, freehold
site, legal expenses, &c., is considered to
amount to the round sum of £10,000.
The buildings are heated with 1} in. hot
water pipes. 'l'he aisles, gallery, &e.,
are covered with dust-proof matting,
supplied and laid by Mr, Chiles, of Stoke
Newington.

THE MORNING SERVICE,

At the time of the commencement of
the morning service the body of the
chapel was well filled with worshippers.
Mr. John Box, the beloved pastor, offered
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the opening prayer, which was short,
spiritual, and pointed, and then, in a
few suitable words, introduced Mr. J. S,
Anderson as the chairman for the morn-
ing. Mr. Anderson thanked Mr. Box for
his words of kindness, and announced
the opening hymn (No. 1 from a selection
of hymns specially printed by Robert
Banks and Son), commencing—

Arise, O King of grace, arise,

And enter to Thy rest!

Mr. Anderson said: I feel it to be a
great honour conferred upon me by my
beloved brother Box to be called upon to
occupy the position of chairman of this
meeting. This morning we have no
crowned heads here, no priests in sacer-
dotal garments to perform some impos-
ing ceremony. But wehavethe presence
of our great High Priest, the Km;lg‘ of
kings and Lord of lords; and we look
upon this meeting as a very important
one, When many of us present are gone
to our eternal home this house will stand.
Here dead sinners will be raised to
spiritual life, the eyes of the blind
opened, and stubborn wills subdued.
The gospel, which will be preached in
this sanctuary while our brother Box's
life is spared, will be lasting as eternity.
As a Baptist body, we are set for the
defence of the gospel, and are at the
present time outside of the controversy
going on in another section of the Bap-
tist body; we simply look on, and can
say we are not on the “Down-grade.”
Mr. Anderson having concluded his ex-
cellent speech, called upon brother Lloyd,
of Sydenham, to announce hymn No, 2,
beginning—

O Thou whose hund has brought us,
Unto this joyful day,

Accept our glad thanksgiving,
And listen as we pray.

Brother R. E. Sears then addressed
the meeting in a warm, appropriate, and
soul-inspiring manner, on the grandeur
and glory of the ancient tabernacle and
temple, with their respective typical
furniture. Mr. Sears’ remarks on the
symbolic cloud which came down and
filled the temple, and the unison and
harmony of the singers and instrumen-
talists, together with the service gener-
ally of those august worshippers, were
very forcible and telling. r. Sears,
although only in the full vigour of life,
had known Soho for upwards of forty
gears, and was always glad to meet with

rother Box. He closed his excellent
address with expressions of desire that
the Church at Soho and all the Churches
might be kept on the old lines of truth,
and realise afresh the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. At the termination of his
speech, Mr. Sears read a beautiful frag-
ment of poetry, beginning—

Light up the house with glory, Lord.
Brother W. E. Palmer, late of Wycombe,
offered earnest prayer, which was fol-
lowed by the Si%gin% of hymn No. 3,
asnnounced by W. Winters. Brother
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John Hunt Lynn then addressed the
friends on the sacrifice of praise, giving
the true etymology of the beautiful word
praise drawn from the sacred Scriptures
and in doing so he clearly pointed ouf
the different meanings of the same word
as understood in Old Testament times
and also as it is known in the present,
dispensation. These renderings were
ably unfolded under the following heads:
(1) confession; (2) ilory; andi(3) response.
The address, which was a most instruc-
tive and timely one, was
delivered and well received.

Mr. J. Read, of Rose Dean, Bledlow,
was warmly introduced by brother Box
as one of the old friends of Soho, who
was connected with the Sunday-school
48 years ago. Mr, Read offered very
earnest prayer. and brother J. H. Dearsly
gave out hymn No. 4—

Praise to Thee, O Christ, we render,
and Mr. John Bush offered solemn
prayer. Brother Box then gave a brief
account of the Lord’s leadings in con-
nection with the Church, and the evident
and pleasing fruits of the Word preached
inthe Dancing-room in Whitefield-street,
which was the only place that could be
obtained for worship after leaving the
old chapel until the new one was erected.
In this room several were brought to a
knowledge of the Lord, and were to be
baptized in the new chapel on the fol-
lowing Lord’s-day. The Church had
sustained a great loss in the death of
brother Bonser. whose soul God had
taken to Himself. Brother Box having
given a few brief statistics of the build-
ing fund, brother Anderson announced
hymn No, 5, which was sweetly appro-
priate and feelingly sung, ending—

Eternal Spirit! Heavenly Dove!

Enter and fill this place;
Reveal Immanucl’s matchless love,
And open all His grace.

The benediction, by the chairman,
closed the morning service. About 130
{)rllends partook of dinner in the hall

elow,

THE AFTERNOON SERVICE.

At three o'clock several brethren
appeared upon the platform, and brother
Box, in his usual affable wav, introduced
our cheerful and kind friend Mr. Charles
Wilson, as the chairman for the after-
noon, The chapel by this time waa
crowded to excess. Mr. Wilson gaveout
hymn No. 8—

And will the great eternal God
On earth establish His abode !

After the singing of this sweet hymn,
Mr. Wilson read Psa. xcv., and Mr.
Cattell, Pastor of Bessels Green, offered
earnest prayer. Mr. Wilson, in a short
and lively address, spoke of his attach-
ment to brother Box, and how pleased
he was to be present at the dedication
services, and to meet with God's people,
who were enabled to meet on that occa-
sion with so much freedom and pleasure,

earnestly
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none daring to make them afraid, as in
daysof old. Having expressed hisardent
wish for the Lord’s blessing to rest upon
the pastor and people at Soho, he oalled
upon brother E. Mitchell, of Guildford
to address the friends, Brother Mitchel
then ascended the pulpit, because of the
space below being orowded, gave a most
masterly address, full of glorious Gospel
truth.based on Exod. xxxiv. 35. Many of
the sweet spiritual mysteries contained
in this marvellows text were ably un-
folded by our brother, the whole of whieh
we should prefer giving had we room.
Mr. Mitchell's description of Moses as a
distinguished leader, lawgiver, poet, his-
torian, statesman, and divine, in contrast
to the distinguished men of the present
times, such as Darwin, Huxley, Tyndall,
Spencer and other noted modem-thou%ht
men, was graphic and interesting. e
figurative meaning of the vail upon

oses’ face was beautifully rendered,
Mr. Styles then gave out Hymn 7, and
Mr. J. Douglas offered fervent prayer.
Brother W. Horton, pastor of Salem,
Croydon, announced Hymn 6—

Hark ! ten thousand harps and voices.

Brother Silvester having offered earnest
pravyer, brother Geo. W. Shepherd, pastor
-of Mount Zion, Hill Street,Dorset équare,
expressed his high appreciation of bro-
ther Box as a near neighbour, and then
gave a most instructive and interesting
address on the early history of Soho, in
which the speaker related many of the
tragical incidences connected with the
civil wars nnder the unfortunate son of
Charles I1., the Duke of Monmouth, who
was defeated at Sedgemoor, where the
watch-word was “Soho!” of which a
famous contemporary poet sang :—

O age inglorious, arms untimely bome,

‘When that approved and victorious shield

Must in this civil massacre be torn, .

Br“iisiegd‘ﬁm the blows of many a foreign
€.

Mr. Shepherd’s address was most ap-
propriate, as it bore directly upon the
0ld surroundings of Soho, and the fierce
struggles of our Protestant forefathers
for religious liberty, which all present
enjoyed that day. The address, which
was concluded with special reference to
the power of sovereign grace, and the
precious mediatorial work of Christ, was
most enthusiastically received. After a
few words by brother Box relative to
the building, brother F.J. Harsant, pas-
tor of Heaton Road, Peckham, gave out
Hymn No. 9, and brother Adam Dalton,
late of Sutton-at-Hone, concluded with
earnest prayer and the benediction.

About 600 friends were accommodated
with tea in a most orderly way, consider-
ing the immense number reguiring it,
and which reflected great credit upon
the management of the deacons and lady
friends connected with the cause.

THE EVENING MEETING.
Long before the time to commence the
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evening service, the chapel was packed
with friends in every part. The lobby,
gallery, and aisles were literally wedged
and crammed with people, and large
numbers outside were unable to gain
admittance, and thus blocked up the
approach to the chapel doors. This ne-
cessitated an overflow meeting to be held
in the lower hall of the chapel.

Brother Box ascended the pulpit, and
announced hymn 12—

Come, Thou fount of every blessing,

and read Psa. xxiv,,after which Mr. F.H.
Newton offered earnest prayer. Brother
Box, presiding, gave a most excellent
address on the history of Soho Chapel,
founded in 1791, by Richard Burnham,
the evangelical poet and preacher, whose
name is so fresh in the memory of many
to-day,owing to his soul-inspiring hymns
which are handed down to us,and are
constantly used in our services of song.
Brother Box’s predecessors, as pastors of
Soho, were men of no ordinary standing,
and whose names are embalmed in the
annals of nonconformity, and in the
hearts of thousands who are still this
side of eternity. The justly-celebrated
John Stevens succeeded Richard Burn-
ham, and who was followed by George
Coombes, George Wyard, John Pells, and
last, but not least, Mr. John Box.

Hymn 18 having been heartily sung,
brother Philip Reynolds, pastor of Pro-
vidence Chapel, Islington, delivered a
most suitable address, but at this extreme
juncture of the meeting, several of the
friends vacated their seats, having to go
a long distance to reach their homes,
which made it somewhat difficult for the
brethren who had to speak to gain the
due attention of the hearers; howerver,
brother Reynolds was well heard on
the subject for which the building was
erected. Brother W. K. Dexter, pastor
of Dacre Park Chapel, dwelt with force
and feeling on heavenly consecration,
and brother J. Parnell, pastor of Carmel
Chapel, Pimlico, dwelt sweetly on the
ever-precious theme, the love of God.
Brother Box, having to attend to the
wants of the friends in the lower hall
gave up the chair for the remainder of
the evening to Mr. Freeman, one of the
deacons. r. Joseph Falkner, treasurer
of the Soho building fund, then read the
financial report, which called forth from
the friends many expressions of warm
appreciation. The entire proceeds realized
during the opening services (including
promises) amounted to the handsome
sum of £557 17s. 4d., being one-fourth of
the mortgage debt. The Lord be praised.

Mr. Freeman, at the finish of Mr.
Falkner’s report, announced hymn 16—

Before Jehovah’s awful throne,
and closed the long-to-be-remembered
services with the benediction.

The densely packed overflow meetin,
in the hall of the chapel was presid
over by our brother C. Cornwell, and
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nddresses were given by brethren S. T.
Belcher, J. Kingston, W. K. Squirrell
A, B, }inll, and others. Brethren gmd
friends noticeable during the services
were F. C. Holden, J. Taylor, F.H. Noyes,
(. Ortner, B. Woodrow, J. H. Dearsly, J.
Read, C. Cornwell,J. F. Fromow, J. Har-
ris,J, W. Banks, R.I". Banks, H. Boulton,
Mr. Nunn. W. Kennard, G, W. Shepherd,
G. Pocock, J. Parnell, W. Milbourn, J.
Douglas, W. Debnam, W. H, Evans, J.
R. Wakelin, A. Steele, J, Bennett, W. R.
Fricker, G. Sawyer, E. Mote, J. Bush,
Mr. Burrows, Mr, erg}lt Mr. Monger,
J. Cattell, W. Winters, .éhaw, C. Wil-
son, A, Martin, W. H. Palmer, E. Tur-
quand, W, Pallett. W. Weston, Mr.White,
A. Dalton, 8. Crowhurst, J. S, Anderson,
W.K. Dexter, P. Reyn olds, Mr. Lloyd,
J. Box, J.Copeland, W. J. Styles,W. Hor-
ton, Mr. Silvester, W. Hazleton, Messrs.
Hider. Willey, Cobb, Sennett, 'i‘omhns,
G. Herring, W. Moxham, J. H. Lynn,
R. E. Sears, H, Cooper, E. Mitchell. T.
Cooper, Sharp, Newton, Norman, Lewis,
N. Oakey, J. P. Barradell, Dickens, F.
E. Langford, A. Lester, E. Porter, W.
Waite, J.Rayment, W.James, J. Franfxlm,
and many others. .

Our friend, Mr, Joseph Falkner kindly
informs us that on the following Lord’s
Day, March 4th, six sisters and one bro-
ther were baptized by the pastor. The
chapel was well filled both morning and
evening. Thereare six or seven other
friends waiting for baptism. To God be
all the glory, Amen,—THE EDITOR.

METROPOLITAJGSSOCIATION OF
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES.—
ANNUAL MEETINGS.

Tuesday, March 13, 1888, was observed
as a special day at Soho Chapel, Shaftes-
“bury Avenue,London, where a large body
of ministers and friends assembled to
.celebrate the seventeenth anniversary of
the Metropolitan Association of Strict
Baptist Churches. In the morning at
11 o'clock the ministers and delegates of
the Associated Churches met for busi-
ness, which was interspersed with prayer
and praise. BrotherJ. 8. Anderson, Presi-
dent of the Association for 1887-8, pre-
siding, announced hymn No. 5 (specially
printed):—

Children of God, in all your need,
Remember Him who died for you ;
Ye supfliants, think, whene'er you plead,
The Lord of Love is pleading too,
and read Psa. cxxxiii. Brother J. Cope-
land offered prayer. The Chairman then
in his kind usual manner gave the min-
isters and delegates present a hearty
welcome to the new Soho Chapel, and
congratulated them on the unity and
Eeace enjoyed by the Association, which
ad become a great power for good out-
side as well as inside of the Baptist
denomination, Mr. Anderson then called
upon brother J. Harris to read the half-
yearly report of the meeting held in
October last in Old Brentford Chapel.
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Brother H. Clark moved, and brother
Jeffs seconded theadoption of the report,
Brother J. Box, at the rejuest of the
Chairman, read the current report.
Moved by brother Jeffs, seconded by
brother Cobb, and adopted. The financial
statement was then read by hrother W,
Kennard. Brother A. Steele, one of the
auditors, spoke highly of the report,and
the pleasure he realized in being able to
render service to the Association. Moved
by brother W. Hazelton, seconded by
brother J. Parnell. and adopted. Brother
G. W, Shepherd, Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Association’s Magazine—
TeHE EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD—read a brief report of the
steady progress of the united Magazine
during the past year. This report was
heartily supported by brother E. Mote,
with words of thanks to the Editor.
Letters were unanimously voted to be
sent to Mrs, Hazelton and Mrs. William-
son, sympathizing with them in their
solemn bereavement. Brother J. 8.
Anderson having expressed a few words
respecting his year of office, lovingly
introduced brother J. H. Lynn as the
President for 1888-9. A hearty vote of
thanks was accorded to brother Ander-
son for his able services during the year
just past. Moved by brother J. Box,
seconded by brother G. W. Shepherd,
and enthusiastically carried. Brother
Lynn, in a neat little speech, thanked
the friends for their good wishes toward
him. He also expressed his determina-
tion, by the Lord's help, to serve the
Association to the best of his ability
during his term of office. Brother I, R.
Wakelin, after reading a resolution,
spoke of the importance of supporting
the Strict Baptist Mission more liberally.
The Committee of the Mission desired to
relieve brother Doll entirely of his
secular calling, to enable him to devote
the whole of histime and strength tothe
mission work in India. Mr. Wakelin
thought that if all the Churches in the
denomination would give the mission an
annual collection, the pecuniary diffi-
culty would be speedily overcome.
Brother R. E. Sears, in a red-hot speech,
supported the resolution read by brother
Wakelin. The next half-vearly meetin,

of the Association having been resolve

to be held at brother G. Herring’s chapel,
Notting Hill Gate, brother Lynn pro-
nounced the benediction, which closed
the first meeting of the day. The min-
isters, delegates, and friends, partook of
dinner in the hall below. An increased
number of friends gat' ered together in
the afternoon in the chapel. Brother
Lynn presided, supported by brother C.
Wilson, and others. }lvmn No. 12 was
heartily sung, and Psa. Ixvii. read, after
which brother W. Horton oftered prayer.
Brethren J. Box and J. {arris proceeded
to read the letters from the Associated
Churches, which, on the whcle, were
exceedingly cheering. We intended to



124

have entered the statistics of the Asso-
ciated Churches here, but the want of
space prevents us doing so. They will
appear in the Association's separately
published report. Of the 50 Associated
Churches, 19 are without settled pastors.
The Secretary hoped that this solemn
fact would be made a special point at the
respective meetings for prayer in our
Churches. Mr.Woodward, from America,
being present, the Chairman kindly
asked him to give a short address. Mr.
Woodward. in the course of a very excel-
lent speech, stated the purport of his
mission to this country, and of the plea-
sure he had realized in visiting the
Churches and private friends during his
stay in England, the shores of which he
intended (D.v.) to quit for America on
Easter Monday. We were delighted also
to see our dear old friend and brother,
J. L. Meeres, on the platform, and to hear
him speak of the Lord’s goodness in
enabling him to attend every meeting of
the Association since its commencement.
Hymn 8 was then given out:—
Great God of all Thy Churches, hear
Thy miunisters’ and people’s prayer.
Brother Abrahams offered prayer, and
the Chairman closed the service with the
benediction. A large body of friends
were accommodated with tea in the hall,
and at 6.30 brother Lynn opened the
evening meeting with hymn No. 2:—
Lord of the worlds above,

and read a part of Eph. iv. Brother C.
Wilson offered prayer. Brother J. Box
then read the annual report,which stated
that good progress had been made, 50
Churches being now in the Association.
During the year 5 Churches had joined,
and one (Tottenham High Cross) had
withdrawn. As far as returns had been
received, the total membership was 3,779.
The baptisms during the year numbered
171, There are in the Sunday-schools
connected with the Association 562
teachers and 5,996 scholars. The finan-
cial position was stated to be improving.
The subscriptions to the loan fund -had
increased in capital £71. Four applica-
tions for sums amounting to £750 had
been made. The need for such a fund
was shown in the fact that 13 Churches
are now participating in its_ benefits.
The report also stated that the Magazine
was securing the patronage of an in-
creasing number of readers, and the
labours of the Editor, unrewarded by a
large stipend, found gratifying recogni-
tion in numerous appreciative epistles
addressed to him. A financial statement
was read by brother W. Kennard, show-
ing a balance in hand of £51 on the
general fund. The total of the capital
account now amounted to £1,774. Bro-
ther E. Mote spoke regarding an alleged
falling off in the annual subscriptions
tothe loan fund. The original intention
was that £100 annually should be con-
tributed, in sums of £1 or more, This
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had now fallen back to about £60. Bro-
ther G. W. Shepherd gave a clear account
of this fund and its early supporters,and
urged other Churches to unite in
stren%theniug it. Brother C. Wilson
moved that brother Box should be given
a month's holiday at the sea-side (on
account of his declining hiealth), and all
expenses to be paid by the Association in
recognition of his services as Secretary.
This was seconded and carried unani-
mously, and brother Box briefly thanked
the friends for their expressions of kind-
ness, but reminded them that he was the
servant of the Church. Brother Wilson
said the Committee had already obtained
the sanction of the Deaconsof the Church
at Soho, who were willing to part with
their pastor for one month, for the
benefit of his health. This proposition
was warmly received by the large body
of friends present. The President then
introduced a protest, which had been
adopted by the delegates at the morning
meeting, against the reception by the
Queen of an Envoy from the Vatican,
and the visit of the Duke of Norfolk to
Rome with a message of congratulation
from Her Majesty to the Pope on the
occasion of the celebration of his sacer-
dotal jubilee, The resolution, which was
to be forwarded to Her Majesty, made a
solemn and emphatic protest against
that action, which, it argued, was per-
fectly in opposition to constitutional
rights and the Coronation Oath. A pro-
test of a similar character was drafted to
be sent to Lord Salisbury. Brother G.
'W. Shepherd moved that the protests be
sent. In the course of a short address
he stated his conviction that 80 per cent.
of the Church of England clergy were
imbued with Popery, and many Noncon-
formists were the same. The resolution
was seconded by brotherW, H. Evans, and
carried unanimously and enthusiastic-
ally. A third resolution was passed, that a
protest be sent to the Royal Commission
appointed to inquire into the Elementary
Education Acts, against the introduction
of religious sectarian teaching into ele-
mentary schools, After this resolution
had been put to the vote and unani-
mously carried, a collection in aid of the
general fund was taken, and which
amounted to £18 14s. The President
then delivered his inaugural address,
which was heartily received, the sub-
stance of which we have great pleasure in
publishing, Hymn 6 was then sung:—

’Twixt Jesus and His chosen race
Subsists a bond of sovereign grnc’e.

Two splendid addresses followed, by Mr.
G. W. Shepherd, on “The Functions and
Ministry of the Holy Ghost in the Body
of Christ,” and by Mr, W. K, Dexter, on
“The Place and Power of the Preceptive
Word in the Life, Growth, and Service
of the Redeemed.” We hope by the kind
permission of brethren Shepherd and
Dexter to give these addresses in full in
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future numbers of our Magazine. The
services of the day were largely attended
and_ highly appreciated, and were con-
cluded at o few minutes to 10 o’clock by
prayer and the benediction, To Gtod be
all the glory,—EDITOR.

NEW BAPTIST CHAPEL,
HIGHBURY PLACE,
OPENING SERVICES,

Within the last few years, by the
Lord’s help, the Strict Baptists have
made steady headway; and without
out sacrificing one particle of truth, are
to-day pressing to the front in a line
with other denominations of a more
flexible order. This is patent to all un-
prejudiced minds. The grand meetings
that have occurred during the present
month in London only, confirm us more
than ever in the belief of the ancient
motto, ..,

“ TRUTH IS GREAT AND MUST PREVAIL,”

On Lord’s-day morning, March 8th,
1888, the New (Providence) Chapel was
opened for divine worship, and was dedi-
cated to Almighty God by a large body
of saints, who gathered together at 10
o'clock for prayer and praise, under the
presidency of brother Philip Reynolds,
the beloved pastor of the Church. At 11,
the ordinary service commenced, brother
P. Reynolds preached; brother J. Box, of
Soho, preached in the afternoon, at the
close of the service, many friends from a
distance partook of tea in the School-
room. Brother J. H. Lynn, of Gurney-
road, Stratford, preached in the evening,

The building is of Gothic order, and
from its external appearance, we con-
sider it to bean ornament to the locality,
which is, we presume, in the summer
months, one of the most pleasant spots
in the whole of London. The interior
of the structure is plain and durable ;
the walls and ceilinﬁ are plastered,
which, when thoroughly dry, will be
sm'ta,biy distempered. The comfort of
the worshippers, which is really the
main thing in the building, has been
well studied ; and the admittance of
plenty of glorious daylight adds much
value to the architectural arrangements.
As regards the present building, an
appea.l, dated November, 1886, was issued
and circulated amongst the friends,
which realised up to that date, £979.
That appeal stated the necessity for the
removal ofithe Church and congregation,
-and their proposal to build a neat sub-
stantial Chapel and School at the cost of
about £2,000, an eligible site having been
found in Highbury Place. The building
will seat 400 at present, but by the ad-
-dition of side galleries, accommedation
is to be afforded for 600. The friends
have endeavoured, by avoiding every
unnecessary outlay, to keep the cost of
the building as near that figure as possi-
ble, the accepted contract being £2,245.
Legal and incidental expenses, including
fittings for schoolroom and vestries,
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have, however, tended to increase that
amount. The 'sum of £1200 was,
(prior to the opening fervices,) required
to entirely free the Chagel from debt.

THE SERVICES ON TUESDAY, MAR. 20

were opened by a solemn devotional
service at 10.30, which proved profitable
to many precious souls. Brother John
Box presiding, called upon the pastor to
offer the opening prayer. ymn 5
(specially printed) was sung :—
Thy presence and Thy glories, Lord,
Fill all the realmx of rpace ;
O come, and at thy people’s prayer,
Now consecrate this place.

Brother Box, in the course of a brief
intrcductory speech, said : “* By the good
hand of God we are cheered to meet
together in this house of prayer., He is
a Grod of order, and as there area goodly
number of praying men present, may the
Lord enable each brother to concentrate
his thoughts upon the place, and pur-
port of our gathering. And may the

ood Spirit of God keep our minds from
istraction. Brother Box then read Psa.
¢xxji., and gave a running comment on
the same. ﬁrother Eaton, of Hounslow,
formerly a deacon at Providence Chapel.
offered prayer. After singing Hymn 9,
announced by brother J. Copeland,
brethren Caplin and W. Winters prayed,
brother Noyes gave out hymn 13, and
brethren A. Knell, of Colnbrook and W.
H. Rose, of Reading, prayed. At 11.30,
Brother Box closed the first part of the
day’s proceedings with prayer ; and an
interval of a few minutes’ for pleasant
conversation followed. At 1]1.45, brother
Reynolds announced Hymn I,
How pleased and blest was 1
To hear the people cry,
Come let us scek our Gud 10-day.

Brother G. W. Shephead of HiYLstreet.
Dorset-square, read Psa. lxxxiv., and
offered fervent prayer, after which he
preached a really gooé, sound, gospel-
sermon based upon the words tfound in
1 Cor. i. 23—24 : * But we preach Christ
crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness;
but unto them which are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
Gcd, and the wisdem of Ged.” The
preacher refrained on account of the
limited time from from entering upon
the historical import of the subject, and
confined himself mainly to (1) thedivine-
1y glorious person of Christ as being the
theme of the Christian Ministry; (2) the
mutual confidence between Gcd and
man; and (3) the wondrous love as illus-
trated in His life and death and satis-
faction for sin. Brother Shepherd’s
sermon was listened to with profound
attention, and many expressed their wish
to see it published 7n eatenso. Hymn
14 followed, and which, together with
the effects of the sermon, brought tears
to our eyes,—

Isee the crowd in Pilate’s hall
I mark their wrathtul mien ;

Their shouts of ** Crueify ! " appal,
With blasphemy between.



126

A large body of friends then crowded
into the schoolroom, where an ample
repast awaited them, and to which they
did full justice.

THE AFTERNOON SERVICE

was opened by heartily singing Hymn
2. The congregation had then con-
siderably increased, notwithstanding the
heavy snow that had just previously
fallen. Brother Rose read and expounded
Psa, xIviii, and offered prayer. After
hymn 7—

O, Thou to whom in ancient time,

The lyre of Hebrew bards was strung.

Brother E. Mitchell, of Guildford, de-
livered a very excellent discourse from
the words found in Isa. xiv, 32; “ What
shall one then answer the messengers of
the nation? That the Lord hath founded
Zion, and the poor of His people shall
trust in it.” Brother Mitchell having
given a brief exposition of the context.
spoke at length, very blessedly, on the
text, from which he gave (1) a view
of the city which God hath founded,
and (2) a description of some of Zion’s
citizens. Hymn 8, and the benediction
brought the afternoon service to a close.
Friends were served with tea in the
chapel, school-room, and vestry,

THE EYENING SERVICE

was presided over by brother Charles
Wilson, who announced hymn 14, and a
multitude of voices from every part of
the chapel sang —
Arise, O King of Grace, arise,
And enter to Thy rest!

Brother Wilson read I Chron, xxix. 6—
12, and brother Lynn offered prayer.

r a few acceptable words from the
chairman, brother Reynolds, pastor, gave
a graphic description of the origin and
progress of the Church now meeting in
the new (Providence) chapel. He said
the history of God's Church in the wil-
derness is an unvarying record of weak-
ness triumphing over might, foolishness
(s0-called) baffling worldly wisdom,
and lameness taking the prey. This
fact is illustrated in the history of the
Church now located in this place.
s formation took place about the year
1848 or 1849, when it was laid upon the
hearts of some of God's saints to pro-
claim Histruth as it isheld by the Strict
and Particular Baptists, in the district
of Islington. The two servants of God
who were instrumental in carrying out
this desire were our brethren Flack, of
Wilton-square, New North-road, and
Glaskin, of Kent. On November 19th,
1850, this Church was formed in the
Lower-road, Birkbeck Schools, Windsor-
street, Islington. The Church consisted
of only eight members, their names be-
ing :—Richard White, John Spink, Mar-
tha Spink, Mary Ann Roone, Joseph
Gould, Ann Gould, Ann Glaskin, and
John Glaskin. The ministers who took
part in the formation of the Church
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were Messrs Wyard, Aldis, Woodard,
Meeres, Garratt, and Flack. The Church
chose for its first pastor Mr, John Glas-
kin,who remained in officeabout 14 years,
His ministry was greatly blessed, and
his memory is still cherished by a few
remaining with them. About January
1852, the Church removed from Windsor-
street to Parkfield street, At a Church
meeting held December 15th, of the same
yvear, a committee was formed to con-
sider the propriety of building a new
chapel, but nothing seems to iave re-
sulted therefrom. Tuesday, December
27th, was a red-letter day in the history
of the Church when it removed to Prov-
idence chapel, Providence-place, Isling-
ton, which chapel was opened with ser-
mons %{eached by Messrs James Wells,
John Forman, and John Bloomfield.
After the removal of Mr. Glaskin, the
Church was ministered unto by pastors
Baugh, Edwards,and Styles, The pres-
ent pastorate commenced Lord’s-day,
April 7th,1880. Since then about 130 per-
sons have been added to the Church: and
present number of members is 138; five
more are shortly to be received into
fellowship.

Brother Reynolds made special refer-
ence to the Lord’s goodness in directing
the Church to select the spot upon which
the new chapel now stands, and of the
liberality of the people in erecting it, as
also the deep affection they continued
to manifest towards him, their pastor,
which is apparent by their kindness in
adorning tﬁe (pastor’s),vestry and chapel
with suitable furniture. The excellent
dinner was a present from the lady
friends. Mr, Hockley had performed
his task well, as had also the committee.
Brother E. Mote then narrated a few
pleasing incidents connected with legal
transactions in the removal of the
Church from the old chapel to the new
one,after which thecollection was taken,
amounting to the noble sum of £343.
Short congratulatory speeches were
given by brethren Burrell, Dexter, Corn-
well, Evans, Bush, Kempston, Mayhew,
Porter, Sears, Squirrell, Warren, Harsant
and Winters, After a few words from
brother Reynolds, and Mr. W. Joyce, one
of the good deacons, hearty votes of
thanks were accorded to the chairman,
architect, and builder. The happy and
successful meeting terminated by sing-
ing the grand old doxology *‘ Praise God
from whom all blessings flow.” Brother
C. Wilson pronounced the benediction.
In the great company we noticed breth-
ren Dalton, Parnell, Box, Cornwell,
Noyes, J. Harris, Copeland, Squirrell,
Holden, Evans, Flavel, Knell, Rose,
Taylor, Sears ghepherd, Reynolds, Mit-
chell, Bush, W, Hazelton, Archer, War-
ren, Hewitt, Burrows, Milbourne,
Cooper, Waite, Burrell Harsant, May-
hew, Boulton, Porter, w. Harris, Kemp-
ston, Cooler, Lester, FleGg% and
Welsh ; also friends J. Lee, G. Pocock,
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HYbarp, Haines, J. W. Banks, Dickens,
Wint e,Braine,'Wright Munger, Fricker,
Nunn, Ash, Martin, E. Mote, Wakelin,
Eaton, Ince, Hodges, Fromow, Saville,
Arkhurst, Pallett, Willey, White, Thorn,
Cooper, Tomlins, with other representa-
tives from the London and Provincial
Churches, Praise the Lord|—EDITOR,

BERMONDSEY.—The annual meet-
ing of the Bunday-school in connection
with the cause at Lynton-road was held
on Tuesday, March 6th, and it proved to
be to many “a feast and a good day.”
In the afternoon Mr. Edward Mitchell
preached from the words, “ The election
hath obtained it” (Rom. xi. 7). Many
of the friends received a blessing from
the preached Word. After tea had been

- partaken of, a public meeting was held.
The chair was occupied by Mr. Albert
Boulden, of the Surrey Tabernacle, The
Divine blessing having been sought by
Mr. Knott, vice-president, the chairman
called upon Mr. J. B. Collin, the hon.
secretary, to read the report of the school
work for the past year. The report,
which was a very interesting one, stated
that the number of teachers and officers
on the books was 15; the number of the
scholars 208, being an increase of 23
since the last report. The attendance
of scholars was—morning 53, as com-
pared with 50 last year; afternoon 132,
as compared with 129 Jast year. The
average attendance at the week evening
Bible-class was 15, and the average
attendance at the Band of Hope was
36; 39 articles of clothing had been
distributed by the members of the work-
meeting. The chairman, having con-
gratulated the school upon the report,
and spoken a few encouraging words to
the teachers, called upon Mr. Bush to
address the meeting, who based his
remarks upon “The unsearchable riches
of Christ” (Ephes. iii. 8), referring to
the Saviour's words, “ What shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?” It cost
the Saviour His own precious blood to
redeem thesoul. He had on the previous
Lord’'s-day preached the funeral sermon
of a pauper, who died at the age of 86,
and he took for his text the WOrdS‘
“The exceeding riches of His grace,
for the aged saint had died an heir of
heaven. r. Thomas Carr, who was the
next speaker, said he had been very much
struck in readin% the Word of God how
God had been pleased to give us revela-
tions of Himself, so that we might form
some idea, though faint, of His great-
ness and His goodness. Moses, just
before his death, spoke those beantiful
words, " The eternal God is thy refuge.”
The Lord is declared to be ‘a refuge to
the oppressed.” It is to those who feel
they need a refuge that He is a refuge
to. Jeremiah also spoke of the Lord as
a refuge in times of afHliction. Mr.
Mitchell followed with an address from
the words, “ Unto Him that loved us,”
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&c. (Rev. i. 5, 6). He remarked that
every blessing the Lord’s people enjoyen
sprang from His everlasting love. We
knew something of the love of Christ
here, but he felt he should not he satis-
fied in heaven if he had not a full
realization of that love. Mr. Dolbey
was the next speaker, and took for the
base of his observationsthe words, “Thou
shalt not sow thy vineyard with divers
seeds” (Deut. xxii. 9—11). He divided
the subject into—Ist, sowing; 2nd, the
divers kinds of seeds; and 3rd, the neces-
sity of keeping the divers kinds of seeds
separate. He insisted that both in the
Sunday-school and in the Church it was
of the utmost importance that we should
keep the things separate that God had
separated, and referred to several passages
in support of this contention. He then
referred to five different ways in which
the word righteousness was to be
understood, and urged upon the teachers
the necessity of close study of the Word.
and of pointing out clearly that which
was congitiona and that which was un-
conditional, that which was of this
world, and that which was of the
world to come, Mr. Cornwell and Mr.
Ward (pastor) having spoken, a pleasant
aild profitable evening was brought to a
close.

POPLAR.—The 91st anniversary of
the opening of Bethel Chapel, Poplar,
was beld on Tuesday, February 6. Mr.
Cornwell preached in the afternoon, and
a public meeting was held in the even-
ing. In the absence of Mr. Upsdale, of
West Ham (who was prevented from
occupying the chair through temporary
affliction), J. W. Banks presided, and
after reading and prayer by Mr.Lovelock.
Mr. Noyes (pastor) read a letter from
Mr. Upsdale, regretting his inability to
fulfil his engagement, but sent a sub-
stantial proog of his love to the cause of
Christ at Bethel. Mr. Noyes said they
were still pressing on in hope, and love,
and unity; nine families had been re-
moved in providence during the last 18
months; but others had come. He h:
been privileged to baptize several during
his pastorate. In all their efforts they
relied upon the quickening influence of
the Holy Spirit; their needs had been
supplied; to God be all the praise. Breth-
ren S. T. Belcher, J. H. Lynn, R.E. Sears,
and F. C. Holden, gave us some spirited
addresses. The congregation and col-
lection were good, and our brother Noyes
was much encouraged. The people sang

Once more before we part,
We'll bless the Saviour's name.

John Taylor prayed, and the friends
separated praising God.—J. W. B.

SARAH ANN, the beloved wife of Mr.
William Leggett, Baptist minister, 19,
Ainslie-road, Ipswich, fell aslesp In
Jesus, March 13, aged 74.—J. WRIGHT.
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FAREWELL TO MR. JOHN |
BENNETT.

Special services, of rather more than |
ordinary interest, were held in Homer- |
ton-row Chapel, on Monday, March 12,
Mr. W. Winters preached in the after-
noon from 2 Tim. iv. 22. A goodly
number of friends partook of tea in
the schoolroom. In the evening a vale-
dictory service was held, presided over
by our dear brother, Mr. Edward Mote,
one of the deacons of Mount Zion, Chad-
well-street. The Psalms (cxxxiil.—iv.)
read, and hymns (Denham’s) selected,
by the worthy chairmain, were indeed
solemn and suitable. Brother N. Oakey
offered earnest prayer. Mr. Mote, in his
kind introductory speech, stated his
reasons for being called to preside at
that meetinﬁ. The first reason was, that
brother J. Bennett, whom the friends
had met to bid farewell and wish God-
speed, was once a member at Chadwell-
street, under the pastorate of the late
Mr. John Hazelton, and who received
his dismissal to another Church about
thirty years ago. The next reason for
his being in the chair that evening was,
10 obtain a little practical help to enable
brother Bennett to remove to the far
distant locality in which he, in the
providence of God, was about to settle
down. Mr. Mote, having expressed his
hope that the Church at Homerton-row
would soon become united to the Metro-
politan Association of Strict Baptist
Churches, called upon Mr. Bennett to
address the meeting.

Brother Benpett remarked that he
had been sustained in his pastoral work
at Homerton-row for several years. But
dur'm%lthe last two years he had not
seen that amount of success a.ttending
his labours as he could have wished, an
which caused him to seek another sphere
of usefulness. He had been, from his
first coming among the people, most
kindly received, and well cared for, and
never had he had one word of dispute
with his beloved deacons during his
union with them. Mr. Bennett also
remarked that he had brought up seven
children, one of which was in America,
and whom he and his beloved wife were
about to visit shortly. He had been
preaching the Gospel forty years, and
when he arrived at his destination he
believed his mouth would be again
opened to preach the same truths as he
had so long done in this country, and
previously in America.

Brethren Hainesand Barmoor, deacons
of the Church at Homerton-row, spoke
words of love, and deeply regretted
the loss they were about to sustain in
the departure of their beloved pastor to
America. Having wished him journey-
ing mercies, and every new covenant
blessing in Christ, they presented him

(their pastor) with their respective
handsome donations, which Mr, Bennett
received and gratefully acknowledged.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

Real heartfelt addresses, tinged with
expressions of sorrow, were delivered by
brethren W. Winters, J, H, Lynn, F. C.
Holden, J. H. Dearsly, C. Cornwell, E.
Porter, J. Griffiths, and the deacons.
Bro. Dearsly had, personally, rendered
excellent and timely help in the matter,
as will be seen by the “Bennett Fund’
on the wrapper of our Magazine. In
addition to brother Dearsly's assistance,
brother Bennett had received £16 from
our dear brother, Mr, C. Graham, of
America; and the proceeds of the ser-
vices of the day, exclusive of the above
£16, amounted to £25 0s. 1d. A few
kind parting words from the beloved
chairman and deacons, with the benedic-
tion by brother Bennett, brought the
interesting services to a close. The
ministers and friends present heartily
(and many of them with tears) bade owr
brother John Bennett farewell, sorrow-
ing that they should see his face no
more, We are sure cur brother Ben-
nett will be helped of God to preach the
grand old-fashioned Gospel in the far
West, as well as to do his best to circu-
late the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD, and Cheering Words—ED,

QCCOLD, SUFFOLK.—The friends
here, with their beloved pastor, Mr.
Samuel Haddock, continue in unity and
peace. The pool has just been opened,
and a dear sister has been baptized.
The friends cannot, like many other
Churches, speak much about additions,
but additions do not always show real
spiritual success. Brother Haddock has
been four years and a-half at Occold.
during which time some have been
added, and others have been removed by
death, and to far distant places. The
attendance on Lord’s-day afternoon is
better than formerly, and peace and
love abounds, The Lord be praised.

BIBLICAL QUERIES.—May Pilate
and Caiaphas be scripturally included
in the prayer of Christ for His mur-
derers —Luke xxiii. 34.—S. G.

REPLIES TO QUERIES

In the “ B.V. and G. I1.” for March,1888.

First—(On the cover) p.7. Question :
What is meant by Heb. ii. 9, " That He
(Jesus Christ) by the grace of God should
taste death for every man?” I have
gsomewhere read that the more correct
rendering would be, * He tasted every
death for man,” and this seems better to
comport with what follows, namely, * in
bringing many sons to glory.” For, for
all who attain unto life and righteous-
ness, and are by the grace of God called
unto His eternal glory ; it is by Christ,
their atoning substitute, who hath puf-
fered for them the pangs of corporeal,
spiriltl,ual, penal, judicial, and etarnal
death.

Second,—On page 93. Question : “Can
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any one give & scriptural authority for
brmgin% candidates for membership
before the Church?” The first New
Testament Church on record is referred
to in Acts ii. 37, and which consisted of
“Peter and the rest of the Apostles”;
and it was to this Church that the *“ Lord
daily added such as should be saved”
(v.47). This addition was first made of
those who were * pricked in the heart"”
at the preaching of Peter, and who cried
out, “ Men and brethren, what shall we
do?" Of such Peter required : 1st, re-
ventance in proof of their sincerity ; and
2nd, to be baptized upon profession of
their faith. “Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized’”; and
the same day 3,000 were added to the
Church, It may reasonably be surmised
that the *“ men and brethren ” assisted in
this great work. The present day prac-
tice of regquiring candidates to come
before the Church, and to be baptized
under cover, is a mere matter of climate
and convenience, but which deducts no-
thing of importance from primitive and
Apostolic example.

Third.— A querist asks, “Does the
Holy Ghost first generate life?” adding,
“Am 1 wrong in ascribing the first
quickening to the Lord Jesus Christ?”
These two questions may be answered
by two Scriptures—thus, “For as the
Father raiseth up the dead and quicken-
eth them, even so the Son quickeneth
whom He will” (John v. 21). Then—
“ It is the Spirit that quickeneth ” (John
vi, 63). Thus it is plain from the Scrip-
tures that in the new creation by grace
it is precisely the same as in the old
creation of nature, and which old is a
type of the new. Thus we read in Eph.
ili. 9, “God"—the Father—created all
things. by Jesus Christ, the Son, of whom
it is also said, “For by Him were all
things created that are in heaven and
earth” (Col. i. 16). Again, “ And when
He created the heaven and the earth,
the Spirit of G'od moved upon the face
of the waters” (Gen. i.2). Indeed, God
in His Trinity of persons hath never
wrought any of His works either in
nature, providence. or grace, separate or
apart the one from the other. Thesame
three that ‘“ bear record in heaven,” also
bear witness on earth; and these three
are one. And our safety and salvation
lies in this mystical oneness of, as Paul
puts it, God (the Holy Ghost), and
of the Father, and of Christ” (Col
il. 2); according as it is written in
Tiph. i1, “We are quickened together with
Him" ; (v.5),and raised us up “together
with Him,” and made us sit * together
with Flim,” and hath builded us “together
with Him,” for an habitation of God the
Father “through the Spirit,” God the
Holy Ghost (gv 22).—Jos1AH, Harwich.

DEAR MR, WINTERS,—Will you allow
me just a corner in the “E. V.” to reply
to the queryof “J. C. H.”? He asks the
meaning of the last clause of Hebrews
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ii. 9., that He, by the grace of God, should
“taste death for every man.” Now the
word “man " does not occur in the origi-
nal Greek, which simply says that Christ
should taste death “for every, or each’
(pantos). The question then is—every
what ! Who are meant by the word erery?
The context plainly shows that Paul ‘is
speaking of the grace of Christ in identi-
fying Himself with those “ many sons
whom the Father had elected unto glory.
Asthe “ Captain of their salvation,” He
must be made “ perfect through suffer-
ings,” and to this end He “ tasted death
for everyone "’ of these chosen ones, The
passage cannot by any fair means be
made to teach general redemption when
read in the light of its context, as all
such passages should be—W. JAMES
WINTLE.

Page 93. Candidatesshould be baptized
upon weighty assurance being given by a
member or members of the Church, that
the Kingdom of God is in them.—BRIEF.

Page 93. In the sense of taking our
nature wpon Him, the Son is properly
described as Father and Quickener.
Great is the mystery of the Trinitr.
What the Spirit does, as the God of Sal-
vation dwelling in the heart, is applied
to Christ, who is with the two and three
to bless them ; not externally, of course
not. But may the mysteryJ. C. Archer
desires to look into lie in the Holy
Spirit begetting Christ's humanity?
How solemnly grand are the themes for
believers’ thoughts! Like God's, indeed!

—8.

Biblical Queries, March, p. 7 (cover).
Heb. ii. 9; last clause, by “every man "
means the “sons” and ‘ brethren’ men-
tioned in verses 10 and 11, immediatel
following. Reprobates arenot included.
Further, it is the glory of Jesus that He
died to save us; but He also, in tasting
death to the full, is able to sympathise
with dying believers. How sorrowful
may the death of Lazarus be! Thirdly,
Jesus, as man, was full of the spirit of
grace. Did He not grow in wisdom and
stature, and in favour or grace !—Z.

MAIDSTONE.—MOTE-ROAD BAPTIST
SUNDAY-SCHOOL.-—Anniversary services
in connection with the above were held
on Lord’s-day, March 4. E. Marsh, of
Laxfield, preached morning and evening,
and addressed the scholars in the after-
noon. On the following Wednesday the
services were continued. A large gather-
ing of scholars and friends partook of a
well-spread tea in the chapel, at 5.30.
This was followed by a public meeting,
presided over by E. Marsh, who, after
reading a portion of Scripture, called on
brother Wagon to pray. The chairman
remarked the pleasure it gave him to be
present, and mark the hearty co-opera-
tion of the Church with their beloved
superintendent and teachers in their
Christian work among the young. After
a brief address to parents and teachers,



130

the chairman oalled upon the esteemed
secretary to read hir report, which was
throughout of such a oharacter that we
together thanked God and took courage.
The financial statement was clear, and
showed a good balance. The superin-
tendent, Mr. H. J. Walter, next addressed
the meeting in a terse and pithy speech,
full of stimulus to Christian workers,
The friends from Tunbridge Wells, Snod-
land. and other neighbouring districts,
received a cordial welcome from our
brother in his own warm-hearted style;
while all felt how sincerely he thanked
all his fellow-workers that had held up
his hands during the past year. Brethren
E. Beecher, D. Henman, and E. Wagon,
gave short, stimulating addresses. A
number of recitations were admirably
rendered by the scholars. The chair-
man then distributed upwards of 130
useful books as prizes to the scholars,
The highest prize was taken by ‘an
intelligent lad, and consisted of a hand-
some writing-desk. The singing through-
out by the scholars told the efficiency of
their training. Qur brother Walter, with
his willing band of teachers, left nothin
wanting t0 make the meeting a thoroung!
suceess, and, although the meeting was
a long one, it was in no way tedious.
~ Let sl'hy work appear unto Thy ser-
vants. and Thy ﬁory unto their chil-
dren,” prays—E, M.

WILLENHALL —LITTLE LONDON.—
On Sunday, March 1lth, we were
privileged to celebrate our 96th anniver-
sary, when friends from sister Churches
came to unite with and assist us. It was
indeed a holy and happy day. Pastor
D. Smith, of Bilston, preached a sermon
in the morning from Heb. iii. 1, which
was much appreciated; and in the even-
ing pastor S. G. Spencer, of Walsall,
preached an excellent sermon from Son
of Solomon (ii 14). Many testified o
the joy they experienced in listening to
the above discourses. Our annual tea-
meeting was held on Feb. 14, when about
140 friends sat down to tea in the school-
room. An enthusiastic meeti.u% was
afterwards held in the chapel. Pastor
G.Banks presided. Several encouraging
addresses were given, and recitations
were rendered by young friends. The
choir gave a selection of music at inter-
vals. A happy meeting was brought to
a close by the Doxology and Benediction.
—G. BANKS,

HARWICH.—The annual distribution
of prizes of the Baptist Sunday-school
ook place recently, when Mr. Cowell,
who occupied the chair, presented 148
books to the children a.nd young teachers
of the school, and a Bible to Mrs. Lay
for her long and faithful services, The
occasion wae also embraced by the pastor
of the Church to gve a short address
to the parents, on the subject of home
influence and example, likewise of the
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need of strictdiscipline in cases of stern
necessity, but ever to be tempered with
love; for “love conquers all things.”
Much encouragement was also on 5hie
occasion given by the speaker that fol-
lowed, when our kind friend Mr. M. L.
Sanders, having the courage of his
opinions, and the manly honesty to
publicly express them, passed a ﬁi h
encomium upon the indebtedness of the
school instrumentally, both upon its
establishment and maintainence to the
self-denying labours of the lady superin-
teundent, supported by her partner the
president; whilst Mr. W. Paskell gave
some valuable words of instruction and
caution to the school children.—ZLocal
Paper,

CLAPTON PARK.—The 10th anni-
versary of the Sunday-school at Chats-
worth-road, was held on Sunday, Feb.
26. Twoexcellent sermons were preached
by our pastor, Mr. W. Moxham. In the
morning to the children, from the
words, “ And a little child shall lead
them ;” and in the evening to the
teachers, from the words, “ erefore
we labour, that whether present or
absent we may be accepted of Him.”
In the afternoon a service of song was
very ably rendered by the children and
friends, entitled, “The King of Glory;”
80 well was this received that a neigh-
bouring Church has asked that it should
be repeated in their chapel. The attend-
ance and collections throughout the day
were good. On the following Wednes-
day, Feb. 29, a tea and public meeting
was held. Mr. Upsdale occupied the
chair to the satisfaction of all present,
and gave us a good opening speech. The
report for the past gea.r was read by the
secretary. Some of the scholars, with
great credit to themselves, gave some
good recitations. Qur pastor read a
paper, which was listened to with great
interest, entitled, “The Conversion -of
Children;” and Mr, Clayton made a
short speech, Mr. Upsdale baving to
leave early, our friend Mr. Elsey took up
his position, and distributed the prizes
to the scholars, and concluded the meet-
ing. Thus ended the best Sunday-school
anniversary we have had at Chatsworth-
road for many years. The collections
(including £3 10s. from Mr. Upsdale)
a.mountef to nearly £14,—E. SHEPHERD,

DUNSTABLE. — PASTOR'S SILVER
WEDDING.—March 2nd being the 25th
anniversary of the marriage of their
pastor, the friends prepared a glad
surprise. Mr. and Mrs, Realff were in-
vited to a public tea in the vestry; after
which Mr. E, Holland, senior deacon,
placed upon the table an elegant marble
time-piece, which, in a neat and con-
gra.tulatori speech, he presented in the
name of the subscribers, saying thatit
afforded him the greatest pleasure thus
to add somewhat to their beloved
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pastor's happiness on that duspicions
occasion. He sincerely wished for Mr.
and Mrs. Realff many years of peace and
prosperity, The pastor, in replying,
said that he was more than surprised at
this additional token of the acceptability
and, he hoped, usefulness of his labours
in the Gospef among them; and that
such continued practical proofs of their
affection, sympathy, and esteem were to
his mind highly encouraging. He was
glad to see young men and women con-
cerned in this matter, and took the
opportunity to give them some kind
advice upon what might be termed “ the
morals of courtship and marriage.” The
evening was then pleasantly spent in
singing, conversation, and prayer; Mr,
Realff stating thatalthough he possessed
no poet’s genius, he had ventured to
compose an acrostic in blank verse,
which he then read, and which we sub-
Jjoin:—
S aviour divine, Thy praises we would sing,
1 mmanuel, God with us, has truly been.

L ord, Thou hast brought us to this happy day;
¥V erily Thy love is wonderful indeed !

E ach hour of the revolving years has proved
R iches of nature, providence, and grace.

W hen first together we life’s journey trod,

E ’en then Thy goodness was each hour made

own ;

D ay unto day its speech hath nttered long;

D aily Thy hand hath fed and led us on—

1 mmortal honours be to Thee our God. -

N ewstrength we ask Theenow for future years;

G uidel Thou our footsteps till this life sha!
close.

In Memoriant.

SArAH EMERSON, aged 74, widow of
Jacob Emerson, late deacon of Jireh,
East-road, City-road. Grace made her
an upright, honest Christian woman,
whose chief delight was to sit at the feet
of Jesus, and walk in the ordinances of
His house, For some weeks she laid
waiting for the summons to call her
home, and when she heard the soft
whisper, * Sister spirit, come away,” she
gladly “flew to the bosom of God.” Her
sister carefully attended her till her
heavenly Father kissed her soul away.
She was one of the Lord’s poer, but
scrupulously careful over every penny,
and wanted for nothing. Mrs. Pocock
visited her in her illness, and kindly
ministered to her needs, ‘ The cross is
?0‘% ﬁxcha.nged for the ecrown.”—

1t is with sorrow that we record the
death of Mrs. HARRIET WHITMAN, the
beloved wife of Mr. R. J. Whitman, of
Honey-lane, Waltham Abbey. She had
been declining in health for some
months past, and peacefully passed to
her eternal rest at 9.20 on the morning
of February 28th, 1888, aged 74 years,
Though not a member at Ebenezer
Chapel in the town, she had attended
with her husband the ministry of Mr,
'W. Winters for several months’ prior to
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her death, and was always known and
loved as a quiet and consistent follower
of the dear Redeemer. She was the
daughter of Robert and Mary Coates, of
Stonham, in the county of Suffolk, where
she spent her early days and attended
the services at Stonham Chapel. She
was then well known at Stonham by her
maiden name, Miss Harriet Coates, and
was baptized with several others in a
pond near the old parish church at
Rishangles, opposite Mr. Harris's
house, by the late Samuel Collins, before
upwards of 2,000 spectators, She after-
wards united with the Church at Gran-
disburgh under the pastoral care of Mr.
Collins, After a few years she married
Mr. R. J. Whitman, who at one time re-
sided at Ipswich. and eventually removed
to Waltham Abbey, where they lived in
unity and love for 38 years (they had
been married 42 years). She was quite
sensible to the last. Her son, Mr, Noah
Whitman, of Sussex, said to her not long
before she died, “Is it well, mother
dear?” She answered, “ Ah, yes, bless
His name; I have nota God toseek now,
He is very gracious to me. I have
entered the valley. I can see the end,
and Jesus bids me come.” Satan greatly
tried her a little before her end, but she
withstood him, and told him he wasa
“liar from the beginning,” and he
troubled her nomore. Her beloved hus-
band then recited portions of a hymn
(Denham's, 183) to her, and she repeated
the words,—
Yes, Thou art precious to my soul !
My transport and my trust.

Her remains were interred in Waltham
Abbey Cemetery on March 3rd. Mr,
W. Winters officiated. She has left a
husband and two sons (Mr. Caleb Whit-
man and Mr. Noah Whitman) to mourn
herloss. Mr. W. Winters also preached
her funeral sermon on Lord’s-day even-
ing, March 4th, from the following
words selected for him, “My days are
like a shadow that declineth, and I am
withered like ss” (Psa. cii. 2). Mr.
Winters spoke of the text as a plaintive
elegy expressive of the personal trials of
the writer, and identical to the lonely
and mournful state of the bereaved hus-
band and family, The subject was
divided under twoheads (1) The brevity
of this life and the reluctance of nature
to meet death; and of (2) Thefrailty of
human life compared with its happy
antithesis—the life thatis tocome. The
discourse was listened to with marked
attention, and many were the tears of
joy and sorrow shed on the solemn occa-
sion. The service concluded with the
well-known hymn beginning (Watts's,
8rd, 2nd Book),—

¢ Why do we mourn departed friends,
Or shake at death’s alarm !

PerER FINOH, of Cator-street, Peck-
ham, qulet1§ fell asleep in Jesus on
Lord’s-day, February 5th, 1888, aged 44
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vears. He was a quiet, consistent mem-
ber of the Church of Christ at Lynton-
road. After being made concerned
about his soul's welfare, he was in God’s
own time led to see Jesus as the only
refuge for poor sinners,and was baptized
at Salem Chapel by Mr. J. Bloomfield.
He was removed in the order of God’s
providence, first to East-street, then to
Heaton-road, and, lastly, to our own
little Church. He was a real lover of
God's house, and dearly loved the sing-
ing of the praises of Him whom he felt
had done so much for him. He expressed
to the writer a few weeks previous to his
death when last at chapel that he felt
his journey was nearly over, but that he
was resting on the Rock, and was quite
prepared, knowing, as he so often said
and sung lately,—
“ Not a single shaft ean hit,
Till the God of love sees fit.”

He has left a sorrowing widow (a mem-
ber with ns) and six dear young chil-
dren to mourn his loss. May He who
has promised to be a Husband to the
widow and a Father to the fatherless
provide for their temporal necessities,
and, above all, lead the dear children in
early life to seek the face of Him who
never 1%urns the seeking soul away.—
T.

On February 27th, aged 63, at Staple-
ford, HANNAH MANSFIELD, after a short
illness, fell asleep in Jesus. She wasa
member of the little cause here, a
humble and faithful friend, and one
that loved the doctrines of free and
sovereign grace. When drawing near
her end, our dear minister, Mr. J.
Simkin, said to her, - -

¢ And we are to the margin come,

And soon expect to die.”

8he replied, “I can gﬁlfurt.her than
that, and soon I hope to die.” Speaking
of the singing of God's praises in the
chapel, she said,
* Strip me of this house of clay,
And I will sing as loud aa they.”

She was buried in Stapleford Cemetery
March 2nd, according to her own wish
by Mr. Simkin, who on Lord's-day even-
ing following preached her funeral ser-
mon before many sympathising friends
and relations from Isa. xlv. 17, “ Saved
in the Lord,” a text given him by our
departed sister. O may my last end be
like hers.—W. WALLIB.

Died, on Nov. 24, 1887, MARY BRETT,
widow of the late John Brett, Strict
Baptist minister. She wasg born of godly
parents, at Stowupland, Suffolk, on
June 30, 1826. She was stopped in her
wild career of sin and folly about thirty
years ago. At that time her brother
Jabez was about to follow the Lord in
the Ordinance of Believers’ Baptism—it
was a very cold day, and snow was on
the ground—Mary )ested and made fun
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of it, saying, “I should not like your
job this cold morning.” At that time
she had no desire for God, or the know-
ledge of His ways; soon after, however,
the Lord met with her, and cut her
down with thesc words: The wages of
sin is death.” She now felt and per-
ceived the state and condition she was
in by nature, and feared she should be
lost for ever, both body and soul. Mr,
Francis Collins was preaching = at
Mendlesham-green, and the Lord made
his ministry a great blessing to her.
She and her brother now experienced
close spiritual union in the Lord, and
became as Jonathan and David. It was
on a Saturday night that the Lord set
her soul at happy liberty, and the next
morning she came to her brother with
her eyes full of tears, and told him the
happy and joyful news of what God had
done for her precious soul. She said:
“Q my brother, you do not know what
love I feel to you now.” She came
before the Church at Mendlesham-green
on Dec. 25,1853, and her testimony bein
unanimously received, she was ba.ptizeg
by Mr. Collins, on Jan, 1, 1854. Now
the battle with the world, the flesh, and
the devil began; she knew what sore
temptation meant. She was received
into the Church (a Church at Chertsey)
about six years ago. About eighteen
months ago she went into St. Bartholo-
mew's ospital, and underwent an
operation; she was afflicted with a can-
cer in her right breast, which had to be
taken off. She was never well after-
wards, and her body became full of
cancers. She was visted three days be-
fore her death, by Mr. J. Denton, who
found her then in a comfortable frame
of mind. She was asked how she felt
about eternity, she replied: “My soul
rests on Christ the Rock.,” Her suffer-
ings, at the close, were very f;reat, but
not a murmur escaped her Iips. She
was buried in Chertsey cemetery by Mr.
J. Denton.

In loving remembrance of MARY ANN
CAROLINE, the loving wife of Pastor G.
W. Morley, Rushden, who fell asleep in
Jesus on Feb. 3, aged 26 years, after

iving birth to a son, on January 11.

er remains were conveyed to Birming-
ham, and interred in the new -emetery,
Warstone. The “little one,” who was
named John Oliver, passed away to
glory on Feb. 12—nine days after his
dear mother. Her absence is felt more
every hour, May the Lord bless the
sorrowing husband and child who are
left behind. She was a dutiful daughter,
a loving wife, an affectionate mother,
and aboveall, a meek and lowly follower
of Jesus, She is mot lost, but gone a
little while before,

On February 13,‘ Mr. John Lawrance,
member of Hope chapel, Bethnal-green;
mermoir next month,



THE LATE JOHN WARBURTON.

[For an account of John Warburton, by our brother J. W. Banks, see

"~ page 140. As our table is heavily burdened with MSS. waiting for
1nsertion, we prefer, this month, surrendering our accustomed space to
others; and brother G. W. Shepherd’s paper being a very important
one, we have pleasure in giving it the position it justly merits.—Eb.]

THE FUNCTIONS AND MINISTRY OF THE HOLY
GHOST IN THE BODY .OF CHRIST..

A Paper. read at the Annual Gathering of the Metropolitan Association of
Strict Baptist Churches, held at Soho Chapel, Shaftesbury Avenue, on
Tuesday, March 13, 1888.

By GEORGE W. SHEPHERD.
(Minister of Mount Zion Chapel, Hill Street, Dorset Square.)

MR. PRESIDENT AND BRETHREN, BELOVED IN THE

: LORD,—The subject upon which we address’ you this evening is

not of our own selection. We, nevertheless, acknowledge that we could

not have chosen for ourselves a topic of greater and more solemn impor-
tance, for such an assembly as this, than that of “the functions and
Vou. XLIV.  May, 1888. K
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ministry of the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ.” It is the more
desirable that we should endeavowr to give prominence to this subject,
since it is a matter that even among ourselves does not always meet with
due attention, while in some quarters, it would scarcely be exaggeration
to say, that the congregations might almost exclaim with the disciples
at Ephesus, * We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy
Ghost.” We hear much—and certainly not too much—of the necessity
of preacking Christ, but the importance of one part of truth should not
cause us to overlook the importance of another. If, as regards the
natural body, we should be mindful of the food we eat and of the
raiment we wear, so also must we duly appreciate the air we breathe, for
our life blood is as really dependent upon air as it is upon food, although
in quite a different sense. Without pursuing the comparison too closely,
and observing the difference between things natural and things spiritual,
we may yet be allowed to say, that while CrrIST, in His Person, work,
and offices, is the daily food of the Christian, it is the Holy Ghost who
makes it to be so, who alone makes Christ and the word of Christ a
reality and a fact to His people, and who alone endows them with the
capability of receiving Him as such. If the ezt would suffice without
the sermon, we might here close our remarks, but we have undertaken
a somewhat more elaborate task. Still, this is the concrete substance, of
which weshall endeavour to distinguish some of the particlesas we proceed.

We think it useful and needful, in the present temper of the times,
to make some preliminary remarks upon the INDEPENDENT PERSONALITY
or THE HoLy Guost. In using the word independent, we wish that
word to be understood exactly in the same way as if we were speaking
of the Father or of the Son. In the common sense of the word, neither
of the Adorable Persons are independent of each other, for, as a matter
of nature, they do not exist separately. We worship a Trinity in Unity,
but not three Gods. Perhaps the term, Underived Personality, will be
more acceptable to some minds. Our object is mainly to enter our
protest against the idea of a first, second, and third degree of divine
excellence, which idea seems to us to be inconsistent with the intelli-
gence with which our Creator has been pleased to endow us. God is
self-existent and underived, and that in all His perfections; and what-
soever is true of the divine Essence, is equally true of the Persons in the
Essence. They exist concurrently, co-equally, and co-eternally.

We ghall fail in one of our objects, on this occasion, if we do not
deepen the impression on the hearts and minds of our brethren, that the
Holy Spirit is a proper object of worship, that He is to be approached
in prayerful supplication, His forgiveness sought for having vexed and
grieved Him in the past, and His indispensable help solicited for the time
to come. But unless the Holy Spirit is a Person, He is NoT a proper
object of worship at all. We may not worship a mere shade, influence,
or emanation. But we may address either Father, Son, or Holy Spirit
personally and particularly, confident that as we honour the one, we
honour all three Persons; and also, that we cannot dishonour one Person
in the Trinity without dishonouring all at the same time. The winged
seraphim cry, “ Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,” and in a humbler
sense, we also worship God under a threefold conception of His existence.
We are baptized, by the Saviour’s special command, in the threefold
~aME; and in that memorable injunction—the last our blessed Saviour



AND GOSPEL HERALD, 135

and Redeemer ever gave on earth—the name of the Holy Gthost is linked
with that of the Father and Himself in such a manner as to constrain
all baptized belicvers to render the same honour to the one as to the other.

In the dim light of Old Testament language, we can yet see with
sufficient clearness the doctrine we contend for in the Levitical benedie-
tion on the great sacrificial anniversary—The TLord bless thee and
keep thee, the Lord make His face to shine upon thee, and be gracions
unto thee; the Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee
peace” (Num. vi. 24—26)—for here three Jehovahs, and yet one
Jehovah, is appealed to; but in the clearer style of the New Testament
benediction we have yet more definite teaching, the expression, ¢ The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Ghost, be with you all” (2 Cor. xiii.), is such as to allow of
no question either as to the distinct personality or equal glory of the
eternal Three-in-One. All and every attribute that is essenfially divine
is ascribed to the Holy Spirit. God is efernal. The Holy Spirit is
called the *“Eternal Spirit.” God is Almighty. The angel Gabriel
assures the Virgin Mary that with God nothing is impossible, and that
He specially alluded to the Holy Ghost is evident, for He says also:
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee; therefore, also, that holy thing that shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke i. 85).

(We select this part of Scripture in this place simply because we
regard the construction and conformation of the body of Christ in the
womb of the Virgin Mary, so that He took human flesh from her with-
out taking sin from a putative Father, as the greatest and grandest
work the Holy Ghost ever performed, considered m all its bearings and
influences, and the mightiest display of power solely divine. But by
far the most sublime testimony, as far as language is concerned, to the
Omnipotent glory of the Holy Ghost, is the fortieth chapter in Isaiah,
commencing with the words, “ Who hath directed the Spirit of the
Lord, or being His counsellor, hath taught Him,” from whence, to the
end of the chapter, it would be difficult to find, either in poetry or prose,
in the whole range of literature, anything grander or finer than this
tribute to the divine perfections of the Holy Spirit. Here, at least, the
Holy Spirit ““speaks of Himself.” There is a most important sense in
which He does not, but of this hereafter.)

But to resume. God is everywhere present, and the Psalmist, in
recognising this, says, * Whither shall I go from Thy SpiriT, or whither
shall T flee from Thy presence.” God Anows oll things, and we are
instructed that the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of
God. TIn the New Testament, which is more especially the charter of
that dispensation over which the Holy Spirit presides, we expect to find
Him more especially honoured. No apostle or evangelist, however,
gives Him greater honour than does our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
And there is a peculiar propriety in this, for in the relation of the one
Person to the other, we recognise a reciprocity of affectionate regard,
which reveals to us how truly the divine Persons subsist in each other.
The Father glorifies the Son, the Son glorifies the Father, both glorify
the Holy Ghost, and are glorified by Him. The Lord Jesus Christ
always speaks of the Holy Ghost as a Person—thus, “ When He, the
Spirit of truth, is come, He shall gnide you into all truth, for He shall
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not speak of Himself." Again, “I will pray the Father, and He shall
give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever, even
the Spirit of truth shkom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him
not, neither knoweth Him.” These personal pronouns, He, Him, whom,
and Himself, most certainly refer to a real and distinct Person. More-
over, the Holy Spirit speaks in His own personal and official character
in Acts xiii. 2, where we read: “ As they ministered to the Lord, and
fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate M Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them.” Clearly this is the language of a Person
who has work to do, and who uses personal authority in its execution.

One more and most important matter remains to be considered—rviz.,
the ascription of personal emotions to the Holy Ghost. He is said to be
vezed, to be grieved, to be resisted. In wilfully perverting the plain
testimony of Scripture, Stephen charges the Jews with resisting the
Holy Ghost (Acts vii. 51). When one Christian deals ungraciously
towards his brother, his conduct is referred to as “grieving the Holy
Spirit” (Eph. iv. 5). When ancient Israel withdrew their shoulder
from the yoke of His preceptive word, they are said to have vezred His
Holy Spirit (Isa. Ixiii. 10). Now it is only a person who can be vexed,
grieved, or resisted, and this consideration alone places the question
outside the sphere of things which are lawfully debateable. But the
necessary mention of these things begets a solemnity that makes us

ause a moment before we bring this part of our paper to a conclusion.
%o child of God would, as a matter of deliberation, commit the sins to
which we have alluded. And yet conscience calls for self-examination
in this matter. To depart from that revealed truth which is the basis
of our union, is to resist the Holy Ghost. To violate that law of
brotherly love, which is the bond of our union, is to grieve the Holy
Ghost: and to neglect or despise the precepts of the Gospel, which are
the adornment of our union, is to ez the Holy Ghost. But are we
guiltless? Every true Christian is aware of the difference—as real as
manifest, as that between night and day, Winter and Summer—that is
felt in the soul, accordingly as the Holy Spirit’s influence is enjoyed or
withdrawn. And every true Christian, if he be honest, and it is difficult
to conceive of a frue Christian who is not, must confess before God that
the loss of that influence is invariably due to sin. It may be wilful sin
of which the conscience immediately accuses, or it may be heedless sin
which occasions deep searchings of heart, and the earnest inquiry,
« Show me wherefore Thou contendest with me.” But it is sin always,
sin that often, alas, can only be corrected by affliction and chastisement,
and hence that portion—* Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth,
therefore, despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty.” And as
with individual Christians, so with the Churches they compose. Devia-
tion in doctrine, disregard of the precious truth of God, perversion of
ordinances, allowance of worldliness in spirit and in practice, all these
pez and grieve the Holy Spirit, and bring about that state of things of
which the Church at Sardis was an illustration, ¢ Thou hast a name that
thou livest, and art dead”: or worse still, to the sickly lukewarmness of
Laodicea, the certain forerunner of the removal of the candlestick out of’
his place. Brethren, “let us search and try our ways, and turn again
to the Lord; let us lift up our Aeart, with our hands unto God in the
heavens.”
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_ We now ask your indulgence while we submit to you another and
distinct branch of our subject——viz.,—

ESSENTIAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY
GHOST AND THAT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

While, as regards natural perfectwns, there 18 between the divine
Persons no difference conceivable, in regard to self-imposed official
distinctions, no confusion is permissable. In the divine economy, God
the Father represents, in His Person, the Legislative claims and Sovereign
prerogatives of Deity, the administration of Law, and the appointments
and settlements of Grace. In the same economy the Son becomes
responsible in a two-fold sense—viz., as Swrefy for the Church, and as
Security to the law. And thus His functions entirely differ from those
of the Father. Thus the Father must require, the Son must subscribe;
the Father must command, and He must obey ; the Father must inflict,
and the Son must sufer; the Father entrusts, and the Son keeps; the
Father gives, and the Son refains. The functions and ministry of the
Holy Spirit differ from both, and to this difference we bend our attention.

But we would remark in passing, that difference in the official minist
of the Divine Persons does not affect the unity of the Godhead. In dis-
tinguishing the Persons we do not divide them, but would ever remember
that whatever is performed officially by one Person, is affirmed officially,
by all three Persons. The Son and the Holy Spirit concur personally in
the official Legislation and grace of the Father, the Father and the Holy
Spirit personally sanction the official work of the Son, and the Father
and the Son personally endorse what is done officially by the Holy Ghost.
So as God is one God, though subsisting in three personalities, dis-
tinguishable but not divisible, Salvation is one grand work, though con-
sisting of three distinguishable, but not divisible features, Klection,
Redemption, and Regeneration, with the accompanying blessings belonging
and germane to each.

Without the Father's appointment Christ would have no commission,
and apart from the mediatorship of Christ, the Holy Spirit would have
nothing to do, either with, or for, the Church, which is His body. But
the essential difference, to which we ask attention, is this, that the
peculiar respongsibilities of the Mediator required the acquisition of
human nature. “ Great is the mystery of Godliness. God was mani-
fested in the flesh.” Ewery part of the Mediator’s work vequires that
He should be both God and Man in One Person. The Redeemer is
vistble, the Holy Spirit is not. *“No man hath seeu God at any time”
—that is to say, abstract Deity. No man ever will do so, for confessedly
crude and weak as onr conceptions of Deity must be, at least we are
sure that in the abstract it cannot be pourtrayed, outlined, or localized.
But by the mutual concurrence of the Eternal Three, all the perfections
of Deity are localized and made permanently residential in the human
nature of Christ. “In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily.” ‘“He kath seen the Father,” but in a sense quite peculiar to
Himgelf.

The grandest expression of Almighty love, the triumph of Almighty
wigdom, the most sublime display of Almighty grace, is the assumption
of humanity by Deity in the Person of Christ. All that is received
through mercy in this world, all that is to be enjoyed by the blood-
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bonght family in the world to come, is but the corollary of this matchless
act of God. We use the word matchless after deliberation. Gon Him-
SELF can never do anything to equal it again! Angelic minds to this
hour are astonished at it, and as for our own, we are simply LosT, or,
rather, baptized in an unfathomable ocean, in which, while at home in
the element, we are swallowed up in the depths.

In speaking of the functions and ministry of the Holy Ghost in the
body of Christ, we shall be within the terms of onr commission if we
make a few observations on “the body of Christ” itself. That body
commonly called “the Church,” the “elect,” the “redeemed,” the
“living,” the *righteous,” the godly,” and other descriptive terms,
although foreknown and distinguished before all worlds, is taken out of
the great body of mankind. By nature its members partake of all that
is common to mankind. But by grace they are made to partake of
another quality nof common to mankind, and that quality is the
SPIRITUAL LIFE, which is destined to absorb and to assimilate body,
soul, and spirit to itself, and this life is the issue of the unique com-
plexity just referred to.

The Godhead of Christ is the paternal fountain whence this life
proceeds; the humanity of Christ is the matrix in which it is begotten,
and the power of the Holy Ghost exercised in regeneration, is the agency
by which it is brought forth. Christ is “the everlasting Father” of
His Church, and His people are “ His seed.” And, furthermore, in
relation to their deliverance from sin, death, and hell, they are the
travarl of His soul, of which He shall both see and be satisfied.

Yet again in its maturity the Church is His bride, His chosen com-
panion, and is joint-heir with Him of all the glories of the eternal
world. And if 1t be objected that we are using great latitude with our
figures, we acknowledge that that is so, but the Scripture itself does the
same, for it describes Him as Father, Husband, and Brother to His
people. The fact is that there is a poverty in human vocabulary, that
even an apostle had to submit to, and declared his impressions of
heavenly things incapable of utterance. Bnt by the help of the Holy
Ghost the terms used in Scripture answer all present requirements.
Dropping figurative language, let us observe that the Church, or body
of Christ, is derived from Him as a Person, saved by Him as a Substi-
tute, cleansed by Him as a bleeding Sufferer, clothed by Him as an
obedient Servant, crowned by Him as an cnthroned Monarch, and
glorified by Him as God over all blessed for evermore.

Now the functions and ministry of the Holy Ghost in the body of
Christ differ altogether from those of Christ Himself. The Holy Ghost
does not assume our flesh. He does not toil or bleed, suffer or die, for
vs. It is no part of His ministry either to perform our duty, or to bear
our curse. Deeply and eternally as we are indebted to Him, we shall
never see Him (although, be it observed, we shall never see without
Him). And here we approach more directly the great distinction
between vistble and the dnvisible ministry of the Divine Persons. All
the official responsibilities of the Lord Jesus Christ in salvation are of
such a nature as to require and demand His localized presence. 'Whether
as a Surety before time, a Sufferer ¢n time, or a Sovereign through time
and after time, His coMPLEX local presence is necessary. It was first
present in the bosom of the Father; in due time it was present in the
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womb of the Virgin Mary; it was then present and visible in the world,
and it is now present at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

[Bome good and gracious men, whose names we revere, and whose
memories we cherigh, have thought it heretical to suppose that Christ
could exist in a complez form without His human body. Those good and
gracious men, however, are now existing in heaven themselves without
their human bodies, waiting in happy and holy fellowship the resurrec-
tion of the last great day, and consequently are a great deal wiser on
that subject than ever they were on earth.]

But, pursuing our argument, let us notice that while Christ could and
did do some things in heaven before His incarnation, there were some
things belonging to His mediation that He could not do there. He
could put in bas/ for His people, and become their responsible Surety,
insomuch that the Old Testament portion of His Church were pardoned
and taken to heaven on His credit. He cowld be their life-giving Head
exactly as He is to us, for let us emphatically say, the body of Christ
never was withowt @ Head, and abstract Deity 18 not that Head, and in
the nature of things never could be. They, the Old Testament believers,
“did all eat the same spiritual meat” that we do, and “did all drink the
same spiritual drink ”’ that we do, for they drank of that spiritual Rock
which followed them, and that Rock was Christ.

But there were features of His mediatorial work which could not be
performed in heaven, even as the High Priest carried blood into the
Holy of Holies, but was not permitted to shed it there, but must perform
that office outside. Christ was engaged to put away sin, but He could
not do it in heaven; to obey the law, but He could not do it in heaven;
to combat with the devil, but He could not meet him in heaven; to
meet with and suffer death, but He could not die in heaven; to bleed
out His life as an atonement, but He could not bleed in heaven. No;
He must leave the Father’s bosom, and condescend to the manger of
Bethlehem, must conform to the diseipline of a life of sorrow and tribu-
lation in this world of ours, must have His body bruised and His heart
broken, and finally pour out His soul unto death.

But this work accomplished, the Divine Saviour returned to that
place where His residence was most needed. He submitted His finished
work to the approval of the Father, and cried, ““I have finished the work
that Thou gavest Me to do; and now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with
Thine own self, with the glory that I had with Thee before the world
was.” The Father admitted the claim, and with all promptitude, and
with becoming ceremonial, set Him at His own right hand in the
heavenly places, while saints and angels joined and vied with each other
in shouting Him welcome to His native skies.

Since the official duties, let us reverently say, of Christ require His
personal presence, and since He can only be locally present in one place
at one time, by a marvellously gracious arrangement the Holy Ghost
becomes His efficient and sufficient deputy. Before parting with His
friends on earth, our Lord said, * It is expedient for you that I go away,”
and with all respect to those of our friends who believe in that definition
of the Millennium which includes the personal reign of Christ on earth,
we would submit that the same reasons that made it expedient for Him
to go away render it equally expedient that He should remain where He
18. He is on a better throne now than ever could be set up in this
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world, and we may rest assured that His humiliation is ended for ever
and ever. He reigns Now, and He maust reign until all His enemics are
put under His feet. His baptism is accomplished, and He is no longer
straightened. We can conceive of the growth of His kingdom, of the
enlargement of His glory, world without end, but never can we be
reconciled to the thought of His reduction to the level of a common
Sultan or Czar.

Now, since Christ cannot, be locally present everywhere at once, it is
the function and ministry of the Holy G}ilosb to make Him so, to each of
His people, and that in all ages, and wherever they are to be found. We
have not seen Christ, but the Holy Ghost has made Him just as real to
us as if we had. We were not present when He bled and died, but the
Holy Ghost has re-enacted the whole scene in our minds for our especial
benefit. We have not kissed His feet in quite the same way as the
woman did, or rested on His bosom in quite the same way as John did,
but the Holy Ghost has enabled us to do both to all saving intents and
purposes. ) )

‘What matters it that all that forms the vital basis of our faith, the
pilgrimage from Bethlehem to Calvary, occurred so many centuries ago
and so many miles away! The Holy Ghost makes it to us as though it
were JUST HERE and JUST Now. Like the apostle Paul, we know, not
only in whom, but whom we have believed. We do not conjecture or
think at all about the matter. “ We know Him that is true.” The
apostle John says, “Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye
know all things,” by which he means all things concerning Christ and
His mediatorship, what He is to us, what He has done for us, and how
we stand in relation to God in consequence.

The ministry of the Holy Ghost did not begin with the day of
Pentecost. It assumed wider proportions then, but it was as essential
before the incarnation as now. It was by the Holy Spirit's teaching
alone that * Abel obtained witness that he was righteous,” and that
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and Maker is God, and the still older Patriarch could
say, * I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth.” . .

“The ministry of the Holy Spirit (since He fills eternity) annihlates
time and space, and, whether under the Old dispensation or the New,
makes Christ and Him crucified a present reality to His blood-bought
family, so that “faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the

evidence of things not seen.”
( To be continued.)

THE LATE JOHN WARBURTON, OF TROWBRIDGE.

JOHN WARBURTON, ah! dear old lad,
Although he groan'd, and seemed so £ad,
e music for the poor;
He told the feelings of his heart,
Sorrow, or joy, or poignant smart,'
When Satan made bim roar—Garrard.

HOUGH good John Warburton has long since “entered into the joy
of his Lord,” there are still living many who were favoured to listen

1o his voice, who hold his memory in high esteem. His rich, savoury
utterances, when warmed up to the work of preaching the glorious Gospel
under the unctuous influence of the Holy Spirit, is still fresh in the hearts
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of many with whom it is our happy privilege to mingle. Tt is almost
impossible for any lover of the distinguishing doctrines of grace, who can
go back 40 years, to pass “Zoar,” Great Alie Street ; Gower Street ; or
Eden Street, Hampstead Road, London, without associating wit.i those
divinely consecrated and hallowed places of worship the name, John
Warbuarton—* Old John,” as he is familiarly called to the present day.
Our own personal recollections of thig highly honoured servant of Christ
are very brief, but we have witnessed these places crowded to the doors
when he was there; and could not help noticing with what hreathless
attention the people hung upon his lips, and wondered what it all meant.
Were it not that we are quite sure that a view of the noble face of this
transplanted servant of Christ will awaken in the hearts of many of our
readers seasons of sacred joy which they have experienced while listening
to the rich experimental utterances that his native eloquence poured forth,
when the ““ golden oil ” melted his heart, we should not yield to the desire
of bringing him before our readers, and rekindling in their hearts im-
pressions of their early attachment to him, which nothing will ever erase.
(race is indelible, and whenever a poor sinner realises its influence, he is
always willing to praise God for the instrument He employs in con-
vincing the soul of the dreadful malady—sin; and of the gracious
remedy-~salvation by Christ. The many to whom our friend was thus
made useful, the great day only will declare.

There is scarcely a minister of the Gospel left of the John Warburton
type ; but, with all that is said about education and intellectual polish,
we do not hesitate to say, that if such men as John Warburton, John
Kershaw, William Gadsby, Septimus Sears, and others, were now in
existence, they would be earnestly sought after by the poor in spirit and
the mourners in Zion. :

The north of England has produced some men of strong mental and
physical calibre, and among others was the never-to-be-forgotten subject
of our sketch, John Warburton, who was born at Stand, near Manchester,
in October, 1776. His parents were poor, but they gave him the best
education they could; and he was often heard to express his gratitude to
God for being able to read and write. In his memoir he says: “ My
dear mother was a vessel prepared unto glory before the mountains were
brought forth. This God made manifest when I was about eight years
of age. I had frequently been grieved to see my dear mother sighing,
groaning, and weeping while reading her Bible. This so impressed my
mind with a desire to know Grod, and retiring to a private place, said my
prayers and firmly resolved as any Arminian in the world to be good ;
with these natural convictions I went on till about 16 years of age, when
by becoming acquainted with many loose companions, I was given up to
all manner of wickedness, and so continued until my arrival at that time
and place which God had promised, not to offer, but to call by grace.
Having heard that a new church, with a fine organ, was to be opeued at
Bolton (six miles from my home), I determined to go and enjoy myself
by spending the few shillings I had at the public-houses on my return.
When the minister read the prayers, I thought I had never heard them
read in like manner before; but when he got into the pulpit and read his
text, it came into my heart like a two-edged sword : ‘ Be not deceived :
God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.” I verily believed that he pointed directly at me; his eyes appeared
to look throngh me, and I thought I should have dropped into hell. \ll

L
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my sins from a child stared me in the face, and I trembled like a leaf,
He showed what man was by nature, and how far uatural men might go
in sinning and repenting, until, if grace prevent not, hell would be their
portion. My very hair stood on end; he so minutely described my
ungodly life, that I verily believed he meant me, and no one else in the
church. Again and again the text entered my soul like a dagger. On
my way home, after Church was over, I got into a field and fell on my
knees, and with all the power of body and soul cried, ‘ God be merciful
to me a sinner !’ So great was the agouy of my soul, that I kept
repeating the publican’s prayer till my breath almost failed me. The
next Sunday I was off again to Church, but got cut up to all intents and
purposes. Text after text of Scripture came, such as Prov. i. 24, 25,
only to cast me down, till my very joints were looseued. 1In this state
the words came, ‘Seek and ye shall find,’ &c., which afforded a little
comfort, but soon got into a worse state of feeling than ever, till ¢ Who
can tell ” influenced me to go for the last time to hear the Word, when
Mr. Roby, at the end of his prayer, pleaded with God if there was one
present who had come to make the last trial of His mercy, He wounld
show Himself to such; hope was raised, and when he read his text—
 Thou hast ascended up on high, Thou hast led captivity captive, Thou
hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also,” O, the love,
joy and peace that broke into my heart ! "

We find it very difficult to condense the biography of a life so full of
striking incidents (in the small space allotted us) as was that of John
Warburtons. As regards his call to the ministry, our late dear father
wrote, in 1857, and that must suffice on this point : “ The training
through which Mr. W. passed for, and his entrance into, the ministry,
was of no ordinary character ; never were the passions of man’s fallen
nature more fully developed than in this good man’s exercises; never,
surely, were the sovereign teachings of the blessed Spirit more wonder-
fully displayed.” Being forcibly called of God to preach, he was found
engaged in the work at Bury, Manchester, &c., and was settled at Roch-
dale in 1809, where he continued about six years; going from this place,
he settled at Zion, Trowbridge, where, amid many vicissitudes and much
prosperity, he preached the Gospel for 42 years, breathing his last on
April 2, 1857, As he was nearing his end he tried to speak, but could
not through weakness; he then tried to write, but failed to hold the pen.
His daughter Rachel said. “ Father, what do you waut to write about—
the Church ?" “No.” “The family ?” “No.” “Isit about Jesus? "
“Aye, aye! Precious Jesus! precious Jesus ! Hallelujah !” and so he
passed away. .

The Church at Trowbridge were exceedingly kind to him to the very
last, and laid him well in the grave in the cemetery, followed by about
2,000 people. )

Whenever we go to Trowbridge, we never miss the opportunity of
paying a visit to his grave. The spot is marked by a solid granite stone
about 6ft. by 3, and 4ft, high, which the people at Zion raised to his
“Jloving memory.”

We should like to have said much more, but space forbids. We will
only add that we are indebted to the kindness of his grandson, Mr. John
Warbuorton, the excellent solicitor of West Street, Finsbury, for his
appreciation of, and the help he has afforded us in giving this sketch.

JOoEN WaATERS BANKS.
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FUNERAL SERMON FOR MR. W. BULL,

Preached at the Tabernacle, Wellingborough, on Lord's-day Evening,
March 4th, 1888,

By Mr. F. KiNg, or CARLTON.

“ My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him " (Psa-
Ixii. 5). * And I beard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours; and their works do follow them ' (Rev. xiv, 13).

THESE portions of the Word of God have been selected by the widow

of our esteemed brother, and they furnish us with suitable subjects
for our consideration on this solemn occasion. If our departed friend
could speak to me, he would entreat me to say but little about himself,
but rather to preach Christ, with a view to your profit and the glory of
God. Our first text sets before us what was our dear hrother’s godly
state of mind when he was with us on earth, and the second text de-
clares hig blissful state now he is in heaven.

I.—In the first text we have two things.

1. The hope which the Psalmist had in his God.

2. The charge which he gave to his soul. Both parts apply to our
«departed friend; first, the hope he had in his God. * My expectation is from
Him.” The believer's hope is in his God. He does not expect what God
has not promised, but what He has engaged to grant. He hopes for sal-
vation. He expects that God will carry on His own work in the soul,
and that grace will compléte what grace began—to save from sorrows
and from sins. If the Lord kindles the fire none can quench it. It may
dwindle oft, but never expire. He who gives the dawn will make the
day. He will also supply all our needs ont of His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus. He will be with us in six troubles, and in seven will
not forsake us. He will keep us from falling, and preserve ns unto His
eternal kingdom. He will guide us even unto death, be with us in our
last moments, and receive us to heaven at last.

“ There we shall see His face,
And never, never sin;

There from the rivers of Hisgrace
Drink endless pleasures in.”

These are some of the things which our departed brother expected.
His hope was wrought by the Holy Ghost, and was fixed on nothing less
than Jesu's blood and righteousness. He stood upon the infinite merit
of the Redeemer, and gloried in the Cross. Redeeming love was the
ground of his hope, and the theme of his ministry until it closed; and
we doubt not that now he sings the praise of Him who loved him, and
washed Him in His own blood. 2. The charge which He gave to his
soul, ¢ Wait thou only upon God.” Onr brother not only admonished
others, but himself also—wait prayerfully, obediently, patiently, perse-
veringly, and hopefully on God, and Him alone. We should not have
divided hearts, but wait on Jesus only. Our dear brother knew and
mourned over his shortcomings, but by the grace of God he continued
stedfast in the faith, He never swerved from the truth of the Gospel.
He was kept from the “ Down Grade.” He loved and lived the Gospel,
and by the help of God was enabled to enforce his counsels by his Chris-
tian spirit and godly life, and thus maintained good works and an
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unsullied name until he peacefully passed away, leaning on the bosom of
his God.

11.—In the second text we have our brother's present blessedness
declared. How much there is in this word ¢ blessed.”

1. This blessedness is authoritatively proclaimed, I heard a voice
from heaven,” etc..  Yea, saith the Spirat.”

2. Tt is very fully described, ¢ They rest from thewr labours, and their
works do follow them.”

3. It is enjoyed emmediately after death, “ Blessed are the dead that
die in the Lord.”

4. Tt shall be eternally prolonged, * Henceforth their joy is inconceiv-
able; their happiness henceforth.”  Our dear brother lived and died in
the Lord. Lt us adore and praise the Lord for the exceeding riches of
His grace in bringing a poor sinner to such a state of glory. Let us
rejoice on our brother's behalf, for our loss in his infinite gain. May our
dear bereaved sister, who so keenly feels this stroke, be divinely supported
during her few remaining years, and be cheered by the prospect of soon
being with Christ and dear ones, “ Not lost but gone before.”

May the Lord graciously appear for the help of the officers and mem-
bers of this Church aud congregation. I have known and esteemed your
late pastor for nearly forty years, and always found him a true and faith-
ful friend. More than twenty-four years he has laboured for your good.
I believe the character of his ministry among you is correctly described
by Paul in 1 Cor. ii. 1—5. God was with him in his work, and his
testimony has been made a blessing unto many. His work is now done,
and the Master has said to him, “ Well done, good and faithful servant,
thou hast been faithful over a few things; I will make thee ruler over
many things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

May you, my dear brethren and sisters, be very prayerful. Earnestly
seek divine guidance in all you do, abound in love to each other, and may
great grace be upon you all. My dear hearers, this solemn event speaks
loudly to each of us. What is our hope, and what are our prospects for
eternity? Let each one ask,  How stands the case, my soul, with thee? ™
0, may the Lord overrnle this solemn event for your good and His own
glory.” If the God of our departed friend is our God, we shall meet him
again * beyond the river, where the surges cease to roll,” but if not, a
great gulf will divide us for ever.

HISTORICAL NOTICES OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF
THE CHURCH MEETING IN MOUNT ZION CHAPEL,

CHADWELL STREET, CLERKENWELL, LONDON.
(Continued from page78.)

FROM this period (November 4th, 1851,) until the month of January

1852, “supplies” were procured for the pulpit, mostly from the
country, who proved very acceptable, during which time the congregation
gradually increased, and two or three members were added ; when in the
order of our God’s wise and gracious providence, the steps of our beloved
and highly honoured pastor, Mr. Hazelton, were directed to Mount Zion.
On Lord's-day, the 11th of January, 1852, Mr. Hazelton preached his.
first sermon amongst us, from Zech. vi. 13 : “ Even he shall build the
temple of the Lord, and he shall bear the glory,” &c. ; and in the even-
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ing he preached from Dan. iv. 35 : « And be doett according to His will
in the armies of heaven and amongst the inhabitants of the earth,” &e.
‘Christ was exalted in the morning, the sublime doctrine of God's
absolute sovereignty was preached in the evening, and the word was hlesser
to the hearts of the people. On the following Lord’s-day, the 18th of
January, Mr. Hazelton again supplied the pulpit; in the morning preaching
from the words in Deut. xxxiii. 3 : “Yea, He loved the people ; all His
saints are in Thy hand ;" and in the evening from Rom. xv. 13 “ Now
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing.” This day
proved a soul-refreshing day to many, and a unanimous desire was
-expressed by the friends, who had ascertained that Mr. H. was about to
leave his pastorate at Guyhirn, in Cambridgeshire, toinvite him to supply
the pulpit for three months. On Wednesday evening, January 21st, a
special prayer meeting was held, to intreat the Lord's direction in the
important matter, and to incline the heart of His servant if agreeable to
the will of the Lord, to accede to their request. The following letter was
written, approved, and accordingly sent to our brother Hazelton :—

“ Mount Zion Chapel, Nelson-place, City-rd., London, Jan. 21,1852.
“DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,

We, as a little Church of Jesus Christ, meeting for the worship of God
in the above place, can, and do sincerely and affectionately hail you as a
brother beloved in the Lord.

*In looking back upon the past eventful footsteps we have trodden,
under the gracious leadings of our good and great Shepherd, we are con-
strained gratefully to say, ‘what hath God wrought!’ Wehave as a little
flock to record His mercies, having been subjects of His tender care and
-covenant regard ; He has kept and preserved us in peace, led us into a little
fold, and often met and fed us there with His own rich provision, our souls
‘have been comforted and edified by means of the supplies we have had
from time to time. Yet our desire has been to the God of our mercies,
that He would, agreeable to His word of promise, in His own good time
and way, graciously be pleased to raise up, and bring amongst us one of
His own sent servants, ““a pastor after His own heart,” which shall feed the
Church which He hath purchased with His own blood, with knowledge and
understanding. Having heard you for the past two Lord’s-days to our
unanimous satisfaction and soul protit, and finding you are at liberty to
be removed from where you now statedly labour, we do hope it is of the
Lord in bringing you amongst us.

“We cannot but feel thankful to our covenant God, that He has raised
you up and endued you with grace and gifts for so solemn and important
a work, and enabled you in a soul-edifying and instructing manner to open
up and set forth the great truths of the everlasting Gospel. We likewise
-do feel very thankful that He has been pleased graciously to preserve you,
not only to speak the truth, but to live the truth, in a consistent, upright,
and God-fearing walk, adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour in the
midst of this gainsaying and evil generation. Andlooking above by prayer
and supplication to our gracious Leader, we do as a Church unnanimously
invite you to break the Bread of Life to us for three successive months,
commencing the first Lord’s-day in April next, by which time we trust,
labouring together in prayer and watching thereunto, we shall be able
better to understand what is the will of our gracious covenant God towards
us. Praying that grace may abound towards you and us in directing all
our steps, we beg to remain, dear brother, yours in covenant bonds of in-
dissoluble love. (Signed on behalf of the Church),

GEORGE BURRELL,
Ricaarp MINTON, }Deacuns.
WiLLiaM AKERMAN,
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The following is a copy of the letter received in reply from
Mr. Hazelton :—

“ To the Church of Jesus Christ, meeting for the worship of God tn Mount
Zion Chapel, Nelson-place, City-road.

* DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN GRACE RELATIONSHIT,—

“1 have received an unanimous invitation from you to serve you in the
Gospel for three successive months, signed by your deacons on behalf of
the whole Church; and as 1 am requested to reply before 1 leave town, I
sit down this morning for that purpose. Our God is in the heavens, and
He hath done whatsoever it pleased Him—to watch the hand of God is one
great part of the Christian’s work. You have been mercifully called out
of the world, and are united as a part of Christ's visible Zion. = An infi-
nitely wise God has permitted and brought about a concurrence of circum-
stances which have placed you at Mount Zion for the purpose of spiritual
worship. You have been supplied with the word of truth by God’s sent
servants from time to time, and at length, in the order of Divine providence,.
my steps were directed towards you. I came to London reluctantly; I
must confess that I prayed against it, spoke against it, and indirectly wrote
against it, but was after all obliged to come. I entered Mount Zion on
Lord’s-day morning, January 1)th, with no common feelings of reluctance.
On seating myself in your vestry, I was sweetly led forth with a good
brother in prayer. I entered the pulpit and preached Christ as well as I
could, and it was with some holy feeling ; but in the evening I felt, * Surely
the Lord is in this place.” It appears the word was blessed, and knowing
that I am leaving my charge at Guyhirn, you bave invited me for a time.
O that we may act uprightly and rightly. I feel,—I cannot but feel, my
dear friends, the great importance of my present position. God’s glory is
involved in it,—the peace of my own mind to a certain extent is connected
with it. Your interesi and edification are involved in it. Friends are an-
ticipating. Enemies are watching. Is God smiling? I certainly believe
He is. Do those circumstances under which we mutnally appear, to auy
satisfactory extent open up the will of God ? I am obliged—cheerfully ob-
liged, to confess they do. In humble dependence upon that dear Jesus
who hath hitherto helped me, I venture to accept your invitation, and with
you, my dear friends, I pray that God will reveal His will as we mutually
go forward, prayerfully watching His hand. If the Lord will, my labours
at Mount Zion shall commence on the first Lord’s-day in April.

“1 hope I am thankful I have awarm interest iu your prayers. Let
prayer ascend to God for me! Brethren pray for me. My prayer is, that
‘1 may come amongst you in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of
Christ.’” I shall aim to preach Christ toyou. May you grow up into Him,
be conformed to Him. and have grace to represent Him here below. May
we together suck honey out of the Rock. May clusters of grapes from
Eshcol refresh us. May hidden manna fall. May streams from the smit-
ten Rock follow us. May enemies be defeated, May trials be overruled
for our good. May you have great peace, and real prosperity, and may it
fully appear that your invitation and my acceptance (and it is cordial), are
according to the good pleasure of God's will. Brethren the Lord be with
you. So prays yours in the Lord of life and glory, to serve affectionately
and to the best ability God giveth, in the best of causes,”

Jonn Hazerton.

During the interval whick elapsed between the date of this letter and
Mr. Hazelton's cngagement in April, the congregration gradually
increagsed, and a few were added to the Church, which was very
encouraging.

On Lord's-day, April 4th, according to engagement, Mr, Hazelton coni-
menced his three months’ labours amongst us,—preaching in the morn-
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ing from Gal. vi. 14,—*¢ God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ :” in the afterncon from Jude 1; and in the
evening from John iv. 9, after which Mr. H. broke bread to the Church
for the first time. It wasa good day. Three friends were received into
Church fellowship, and the hearts of the people were united, encouraged,

and strengthened.
(10 be rontinued.)

SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE LATE P. W. WILLIAMSON.
BY HIS WIDOW.

Perer WitLiaM WiLLiaMsoN was born May 17th, 1822, at Malton, in
Yorkshire, but was brought up in our great metropolis, owing to the
removal of his parents to London with their family when he was only a
year old. His father, Mr. C. W. Williamson (of whom an obituary notice
appears in the Gospel Herald for August or September, 1881), was
baptized at Hull at a very early age, and, marrying “in the Lord,” his
children were blessed with godly parents, who trained them “in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” When quite a youth, the subject of
this brief memoir delighted in reading his Bible. Kent’s hymns were also
a source of great pleasure to him, and he much enjoyed singing Addison’s
beautiful hymn—
“ When all Thy mercies, O, my God,
My rising soul surveys,
Transported with the view, I'm lost
In wonder, love, and praise.”

This was frequently sung by the family on Lord’s-days, and he often
referred to it in late years, such a firm hold had it taken upon his memory,
although at the time he was so young as to stand between his father’s
knees while it was sung.

The seed thus early sown took deep root, and began to appear as the
green blade a few years later. Then followed deep conviction of sin, which
preyed on his soul, bringing with it a sense of despair, as though he
was indeed beyond hope. An assurance of pardon and of interest in the
atoning work of the Saviour was at length graciously imparted to him,
under the faithful ministry of Mr. Stenson, of Carmel Chapel, Pimlico,
and he rejoiced in the God of his salvation. He then applied to the
Church at Carmel Chapel for baptism and membersbip; and immediately
after “the enemy set in like a flood,” and he passed through so severe
a conflict that he was strongly tempted to give up and withdraw his
application for baptism. This, however, his gracious Lord did not permit,
for, on the evening that he appeared before the Church, on opening his
Bible, in his bedroom, before leaving home to go to the chapel, his eye
fell on these words: * He that was dead sat up, and tbey delivered him to
his mother.” This text was opened up to his mind in this way—that he
too had been raised from death, and was delivered to the charge of the
Church below. He gave a clear testimony, and was gladly received by
the Church at Carmel, and on the following Sunday, Christmas-day, 1843,
he, together with the writer of this sketch, was baptized in the sacred
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, a time of holy joy and gladness
never forgotten by either of them.

And now, numbered among the Lord’'s people, oue thought possessed
hig soul, that of preaching the word of life; but the thought was not a
desire, but rather a feeling of dread: “ Woe is me, if I preach not the
Gospel!” Then Saten tempted him to feel that it was presnmption, &
delusion of his sinful hears, and his mind became so sorely perplexed that
he lost his natural cheorfulness. His extreme gravity became a source of
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remark among his youug friends. “What can be the matter with himp”
was their question to each other.

He at length consulted Mr. Stenson, his pastor, who only said to him,
“Come to me again in six months’ time. At the expiration of the time
he went, when his pastor enquired how he now felt on the subject. He
replied that there was no rehef from his feeling of responsibility in the
matter. Mr. Stenson then said, “ Will you preach before the Church, and
let them decide for you?” *No,” replied he, *“for if they were satisfied,
tha’ alone would not satisfy me; and if they were not satisfied, and the
Liord made my way clear, T should not abide by their decision.” This dis-
pleased Mr. Stenson, and it was some time before he fully forgave him for
going out to preach without being sent by the Church. Remembering
his own trying experience, he ever shewed himself most tender and
sympathetic towards those young men whom he knew to be exercised with
respect to the solemn work of preaching the ever-blessed Gospel.

Shortly after this he was fully convinced that it was the Lord's will
that he should publicly declare His truth, by these words being powerfully
applied to his mind: “1 have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to
make thee a minister and a witness, both of those things which thou hast
seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee.” Thelast
clause removed every doubt, and he at once felt ready to do the Lerd’s
work, whenever called upon. His first sermon was preached in a room in
Chelsea, belonging to the London City Mission, from the words, * Dost
thon believe on the Son of God?” The room was filled with working
people, who listened attentively as the young preacher expounded and
applied his text. He spoke with as much readiness and fluency
then as in after years. But there was another auditor not yet mentioned,
a young woman dying of consumption in an adjoining room, who listened
to the clear voice of the speaker, audible through the slight partition of the
rooms, and to her, this “ time of love,” she received the truth for the first
time, and very shortly afterwards died rejoicing, for she *believed on the
Son of God.” This was 42 years ago, and from that time until the first
Lord’s-day in February of this year, when he finished the work the Master
had given him to do, few Sabbaths have passed without his holding forth
the words of life. To him it was his rest, his delight, to preach the glorious
Gospel of the grace of God; and his happiest times were the evenings of
the Lord’s-day.

He was at this early period of his ministry most frequently engaged
in preaching at Gravesend (where he first met his faithful and affec-
tionate friend, I. C. Johnson, Esq.), or at Bethel Chapel, Kensington. On
the sale of this chapel, the Church being broken up, a few people asked
him to form a Church in that neighbourhood, and become their pastor. He
promised to give their request due consideration, and left his home at
Pimlico one evening to meet them at one of their houses, having fully
decided in his own mind to decline the proposal. But whilst walking
through the lanes (now Cromwell-road) leading to Kensington, the words
came 80 powerfully to his mind, “ What was I, that I should withstand
God ? ” that he felt compelled to reverse his decision, and forty years ago,
on tbe last Sunday in February, 1848, he with five others gave themselves
to each other as pastor and Church, according to the will of God, and there
(excepting for a short time when he was residing in the country for the
benefit of his wife's health, and was pastor of a church at Tunbridge Wells),
he laboured faithfully and lovingly until the Master called him home.

He has seen much prosperity at times; at others he has been greatly
distressed by those to whom he was a father in Christ, leaving him for
reagons incomprehensible. But what sérvant of Christ has been free from
this trial? Is it not in this way also that they ofttimes have ¢ fellowship
with Him in His sufferings’’? Many of the fruits of his ministry were
“ gafely landed” before their beloved pastor, and many are left to mourn
his loss.
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During the past summer he was much cheered by the addition—hy bap-
tism—to the Church of several, the fruits of his own ministerial labours and
-of faithful Sabbath-school teaching. How tender and gentle he ever was to
the lambs of the flock ! they will remember. How faithful to the straying!
they cannot forget. How ever ready to help in a practical manner those in
need! Surely such will feel they have lost a true friend! How wise in
-counsel ! let some of his younger brethren in the ministry say. How excel-
lent a father! the loving children who so reverenced him declare. And
how perfect a husband ! none oan know, save she whom he nourished and
cherished, “loving her even as himself for 43 years!”
‘* He is safe in his Father’s home above,
In the place prepared by his Saviour’s love.
To depart from a world of sin and strife,
And to he with Jesus—yes—this is life.
Oh! call it not death, 'tis a holy sleep,
And the precious dust the Lord doth keep.
He shall wake again, and how satisfied
With the likeness of Him, who for him died.”

The bereaved Church and congregation at Addison Park were cheered
.and profited on the Sunday immediately following their pastor’s sudden
death, by two excellent sermons from Mr. W. Usher, M.D, pastor of the
Strict Baptist Church in Belfast (son-in-law of Mr. Williamson); the
morning text was from the words in Rev. ii. 1, “ He that holdeth the seven
.stars in His right hand;” and in the evening from Phil. iv. 9, “ Those
things which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen
in me—do; and the God of peace shall be with you.” The following
Lord’s-day evening Mr. Hunt Lynn preached the funeral sermon from
the words, * God took him.” We venture to think that a report of these
.sermons would be esteemed by the readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL axD
GospEL HERALD.

PRESENT WITH THE LORD.

Being the outline of an address delivered by Mr. I. C. Johnson, J.P., in the
chapel, on the occasion of the funeral.

CeRI1STIAN FRIENDS,—I am invited to address you on this very solemn
occasion. It has pleased our Lord, in the sovereignty of His will, to call
from our midst our departed friend and brotkLer.

It has been my privilege to enjoy his acquaintanceship for very many
_years, and our mutual friendship has been fast and sincere. That friend-
ship began more than forty years ago, when, having the respousibility of
obtaining supplies for Zoar Chapel, Gravesend, I invited him to preach at
that place, with a view to the pastorate, the which he would, no doubt, have
-accepted, had not the Lord opened a door for him in another direction.

Our personal intercourse ceased on my removal to the North for a few
_years, but was renewed on my return to the South. He had kindly engaged
to be present, and take part in our Sunday-school services at Gravesend
-on the 22nd of this month.

He is, however, gone from us. I have lost an esteemed friend; you,
the Church, have lost a zealous, faithful, truthful, loving pastor; his partner
in life’s journey has lost an affectionate husband ; his children have lost a
loving father. We all mourn our loss of him.

He is, however, to be envied, as to the manner of his departure; and as
to his present state, he needs mnot our pity; ’tis we who are to be com-
passiaonated ; the loss is ours, the gain is his. He has lefta world of sorrow
to enter & world of joy, exchanging the troublous strivings of time to enter
on the peaceful activities of eternity. He is not lost, but gone before.
The time cannot be long ero we shall follow him. If it had been I, who
now addresses you, that had been called away, it would not have been so
-surprising, seeing that the departed was between twelve and thirteen years
my junior.
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Our departed brother was made meet by being washed in the blood of
the Lamb, by being justified by faith in Christ, being taught by the
Holy Spirit, and he is now before God in glory. He is *“absent from the
body, and present with the Lord.”

May it be ours in God’s own time to follow him, and participate in the
same joys; but during the remainder of our days on earth, may it be our
privilege to live as Christians a life of faith upon the Son of God, to love
and serve our blessed Lord, knowing that “we are not our own, but arc

l])Iqught with a price, and glorify God in our body and our spirit, which are
i8.”

SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. J. S. ANDERSON, OF NEW CROSS.

WITH the annexed kind letter came a telegram from our dear brother, J. W.

anks, apprising us of the sudden departure of our beloved brother, Mr. J. S.
Anderson. to glory! We hasten to tender our heartfelt sympathy to the sorrow-
stricken widow and relatives of our deceased brother, as also to the Church, over
which he so long presided as pastor. God willing we shall do our best in our
next issue to present our readers with a sketch of the life and labours of our
departed Brother (with portrait).—ED.]

MR. W, WIXTERS,— Dear Sir,—It is with much sorrow that I have to inform
you of the sudden departure of our revered and honoured pastor, Mr. John Slate
Anderson, on Friday evening, April 20th, at about ten o'clock. He preached
twice last Lord’s-day, and also last Wednesday evening; and at half-past eight
the same evening he presided over a Committee Meeting of our * Tract and
Benevolent Society ” at Zion, New Cross. He has been pastor of Zion Chapel
for nearly a quarter of a century. Our loss is his eternal gain. No doubt you
will have all particulars from our deacons. In much haste and with Cbristian
regards, I remain, very sincerely yours, F. LONDON, 1, Albyn-road, St. John’s,
B.E., April 21st, 1888.

Mr. Anderson’s text on Wednesday evening was from Luke xiii. 19, on the
grain of mustard seed. Just before the sermon he was seized with pain, but was
helped throngh; and at the finish reclined his head upon the table. Aftera
short time he recovered, and went home apparently about as usual, and retired
to rest; but in the night pain seized him again, and Mrs., Anderson was com-
pelled to send for medical aid. On Thureday and Friday be kept bis bed,
gradually getting weaker, and at ten p.m. on Friday, April 20th, he gently and
quietly, for ‘ they scarce could say he's gone,” breathed his last, * Trusting on
Jesns,” which were his last words. His complaint was au affection of the
kidneys and liver. The solemn circumstance was adverted {o with much feel-
ing on Sunday last in the neighhouring chapels and wherever it was known.
Deceased was to bave preached at Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, on the 22nd,
and in the evening it was arranged he should preach afuneral sermon for Mrs,
Minton. Full particulars of time and place of funeral will be found on the cover.

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN.

T'rue Baptism, according to Holy Serip-
turc_and HHistory, and False Baptism,
Traditional or Papistical. By Pastor
M. J. B. Cretin. ~ Translated by I.C.
Johnson, Gravesend. London: R.Banks
and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street,
E.C. Price4d. We have read this literal
translation of an excellent work with
more than ordinary pleasure and profit.
Mr. Johneon has closely adhered to the
original thronghout, retaining the sense
in accordance to the English usage,
which will account for one or two
passages in the body of the book needing
explanation. On page 24 our author
%ﬁpm'm to disbelieve in “original sin.”

e presume he means ‘‘ original sin " as
held by Roman Catholics, who believe in

the purging away of sin by water—i.c.,
infant sprinkling. Mr. Johnson is per-
fectly one with us in his belief of the
doctrine of the universality of the fall
and total depravity of man, which is
fully substantiated in the Word of God.
In our author’s exposition of truth
relative to comversion (pages 43, 44), he
does not write emphatically of the opera-
tion of the Holy Spirit in the soul of the
sinner producing a new nature, yet the
Holy Spirit is implied in the quotations
given (John i, 13, iii. 5, 6); see page 4.
The communication of Christianity “by
instruction " must be taken as spiritual
as our author infers in the early part of
his “conclusion.” The work in its
entirety is a noble and powerful defence
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of * true baptism,” and a marvellous
collection of concentrated suggestive
thought. Mr. Cretin supé)orts his argu-
ments by Scripture and the best of
human authority, Mr. Johnson hasdone
his part exceedingly well in rendering
the work suitable to English readers.
We hope the timely labours, both of Mr.
Cretin and Mr. Johnson, will meet with
the success they so richly deserve.

Rays of the Messial's Glory. By
Dnvig Baron., Second edition. London:
Hodder and Stoughton, 27, Paternoster-
row. Price 3s. 6d. Our author craves
the indulgence of his readers on the
ground of his “imperfect acquaintance
with the language.” This indulgence
can hardly be exI}iected, seeing he has
used the original Hebrew with so much
freedom, However, the work isa timely
one, and cannot but prove acceptable
both to Jews and Gentiles. The argu-
ments in favour of Christ being the true
Messiah are well sustained by various
quotations from the Hebrew Bible and
from later rabbinical writings, The
work will be found very useful to
biblical students.

Try and Try Again; being an Outline
of the Lives of Two Youths who became
Clergymen, §e. By * Old Jonathan,”
Ilustrated. "Price 2s. 6d. London: J.
and A. Mack, 28, Paternoster-row. Our
author, whose name has long been
familiar to us, has succeeded in pro-
ducing a volume which we are sure will
be read with intense interest by the
young and rising generation. The book
1s well calculated to encourage any youth
willing to be useful, and will act as a
spur to the dull and indolent. Energy,
more than talent, is what is really
wanted in young persons. If there be
any latent talent in the mind, it will
soon develop itself ; like good seed it
will force its way to the surface through
every obstacle. We earnestly wish this
work may be widely circulated in the
circles of the young.

Happy Sundays at Woodland Vale.
with Iﬁbg/ﬂtes and_ Chimes. By *‘Aunt
Lucy.” TIllustrated. London: The Book
Society, 28, Paternoster-row. A very
suitable book for either teachers or
children. It will be found specially
useful to parents in instructing their
little oncs in that which is good. Dr.
Doudney has written an introduction to
the work, which speaks volumes for its
genuineness in Gospel truth. We
sincerely commend the work to the
notice of all who are interested in the
welfare of the young.

Toil and Testimony: the Story of a
Baptist Churel in a Wiltshive Village.
1662—1887. Price3d. Westbury, Wilts:
W. Michacl, Edward-strect. We have
read this historical pamphlet with very

reat interest; thanks to Mr, T. J.
Elm.mrd for the Iabour he has bestowed
in compiling it,
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[lalf-penny Series of RBooklets, B
Dr. Doudney. W. Mack, 28, Pa.temnster}j
row. These booklets contain delightful
reading; all sound and good. They are
suitable to enclose in letters. Friends
will find them very useful.

Ruth; her Evample and Encourage-
ment. By Mary Griffin, With an intro-
duction by Dr. Doudney. Price 6d. 28,
Paternoster-row. Full of sound Gospel
truth, adapted to young minds.

The Triumph of Modern Thought; or,
the Bible and how we got rid of it, By
Nemo. London: S. €V Partridge, 9,
Paternoster-row. Price 6d. A very ably
written work. It exceeds all that we
have read on the popular subject for
raciness and vigorousness of style and
diction. Nemo is evidently an expert
swordsman ; he meets his opponents
nobly, and thrusts home to the hilt
every time. The salient points of the
subject are made clear, and can be seized
upon at once. We trust this much
needed work will meet with the circula-
tion it merits.

Lheorem of Solvmon, By C. Cornwell.
(Brixton Tabernacle Pulpit.) We are
not sure that all our readers understand
the meaning of a theorem. Well, to save
them the expense of buying adictionary,
we say that it i3 a word used by mathe-
maticians to express a proposition to be
proved hy a chain of reasoning. Brother
Cornwell’s view of the words of Solomon.
“ There is no new thing under the sun ™
(Eccles. 1. 9), is strictly consistent with
the analogy of truth.

Israel's Deliverance. By J. Parnell,
This sermon is so divided by sub-
divisions as to well accommodate the
memory, which is a great point in
printed sermons. We very much object
to reading some of the high class sermons
of the day, which are like reading a
couple of solid columns in a newspaper,
without divisions of any kind. Brother
Parnell's sermons are full of solid
truth,

The Lord of Ioests is with us. By
Philip Reynolds. (Highbury - place
Pulpit.) This excellent sermon was
preached at the opening of the new
chapel, March 18, 1888. Accompanying
it isan engraving of NEW PROVIDENCE
BAPTIST CHAPEL. Both may be had
for the low charge of ene penny. We
trust that the nrew series of brother
Reynolds' sermons will continue to
increase in circulation; at present they
are greatly in demand. Any of the
above sermons may be had of R. Banks
and Son, Racquet-court, Fleet-street.

The Death of God's Saints Precious in
Itis Sight. By J. Anderson. T.
Briscoe, 28, Banner-street, Bunhill-row.
This sermon was preached at Chadwell-
street on the decease of our much-loved
and deeply-lamented brother, Mr. John
Hazelton. It is a very precious tribute
to the memory of departed worth.

Efficiency. By the late Joseph Irons
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Although so many years have rolled
away since the voice of the Camberwell
champion of truth was heard in the
defence of God’s Word, his sermons
are as {resh and as full of vitality as
they were at first. How fearfully true
are the words of Irons, drawn from
Zech, iv. 9. He says, “ This royal pro-
clamation from the throne of God, de-
livered to us hy His inspired prophet,
appears to me to stand direetly opposed
to nine-tenths of the divinity of the day
in which we live.” These sermons may
be had post free 13d.; or four, post free,
for 4d.. of D. Fisk, 6, Brighton-place,
Brighton.

Funcral Sermon on the Death of F.
Acwman, D.J. By E. Wilkinson, M A,
Ph.D. W .Wileman, 34, Bouverie-street,
E.C. Price 3d. A sermon by the same
author On _the Occasion of the Queen’s
Jubilee.  Price 3d. Mr. Wilkinson's
sermons are always worth reading.

The People’s Pulpit. Publisheg by T.
Hill. 36. Chancery-lane; and F. South-
well, 27, Ivy-lane, Paternoster- row.
Price 1d. No. 10 of these sermons, by
Hngh D. Brown, M.A., has just been
published. Subject: Belicvers Immer-
ston the Only Seriptural Baptism. The
People’'s Pulpit contains some very able
discourses, their authors names carry
with them great weight—viz., Archibald
G. Brown, Adolph Saphir, D.D., William
Williams, Mark Guy Pearse, M.A_; Hugh
D. Brown, M A., and Canon Liddon.

The Regular baptist Magazine. Pub-
lished twice a month. There is always
something of interest to be gathered
from thizs excellent publication. It
ought to find its way into the house of
every Strict Baptist. The No. dated
April 1 contains an excellent article on
s g‘he Strict Baptist Mission,” by E. H. B.

Quarterly Reporter of the German
Mission contains brief notes on various
important subjects.

The Banner of Isracl. R. Banks and
Son, Racquet-court, E.C. Price 7d., post
free 8d., monthly.

Silzer Morn. A feast to all who
hunger and thirst for interpretations of
unfulfilled prophecies.

Zion's Witness. As firm as a rock in
the grand doctrines of grace.

The Gospel Magazine. Full to the
brim of precious truth, Who can tell
the vast amount of good that is done
month after month by the circulation
of such a sound magazine. Eternity
alone will reveal the blessing.

The Silent Messenger.  Small in size;
but potent in truth.

Life and Light sheds many a bright
ray of gladness where the voice of its
beloved editor ie not heard.

The Cave Adullam Messenger is still
loved by “ the valiant men of Israel.”

The Olive Branch. The Strict Baptist
Mission, as represented by their little
halfpenny monthly, is becoming a great
power for good.
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Cheering Wards, Halfpenny monthly.
A precious little gem. "The following
illustrations have already appeared in
Cheering Words:—January, Dr. Watts;
February, W. Cowper ; arch, Daniel
Herbert; April, John Berridge; May,
John Kenf, with their respective
biographies.

The Way Out of a Diffienlty caused by
the “ Down Grade” Question, R.A.

Bellman. Our author we have known
many years, and still hold him in high
esteem. His view of the “ Down Grade”
Question is a very reasonable one. Mr.
Spurgeon, however, would not_accept
the foremost position in the Baptist
Union had le the offer. (See page 12.
Ah, brother Bellman, we wish you h
stuck to us. If Mr, Spurgeon would
cleave wholly and solely to the faith and
order of the New Testament, he would
do ten thousand times more good than
he has done in breaking away from the
new theology men. We detest Arminian-
ism and open communionism equally as
much as we do the Modern Thought
scheme, There is no way of purgin
the professed religious Church of %ot
new schemes only by firmly adhering to
the whole truth as it is in Jesus.
Australian Particular Baptist Maga-
zine. Full of Gospel truth, suitable for
any clime, age, and class.

TheQuarterly Reeord of the Trinitarian
Bible Socicty. Mr. Adler's account of
his work in Russia with the Hebrew
New Testament is most interesting and
encouraging. This Society is worthy of
the consideration of our section of the
religious community.

The Fireside. The number for April
is well stored with interesting reading
and beautifully illustrated.

The Day of Days. Bright and cheery.

Home WWords, “Interesting.

Hand and Heart. Full of instruction.

Amatcur Gardening. The best penny-
worth of the kind ever published.

TheSunday-clusing Reporter. Freighted
with important news.

The Poor, and What the Word sayx
About Them: A Record of Onc Year's
Service. By Archibald G. Brown. This
interesting record is stored with facts of
practical good being done by Mr. Brown
m feeding and clothing a number of
poor and neglected children.

Correspondence  Between  Pastor 1.
Brandon and My, J. Johnstone about
Christian  Baptism, We think Mr.
Brandon has the best of the argument.

Montlly Iutelligencer of the Birming-
ham Christian Evidence and Protestant
Laymen's Association, Price one half-
penny. Ought to be read by every lover
of religious liberty. A noble defenee of
the truth against the Church of Rome.

Creed Foundations: Do They Help or
Hinder? By J. P. Clark, M.A. "Mr.
Clark appears to be more in favour of
the teaching of the New Testament than
of human creeds,



AND GOSPEL

HERALD. 154

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

——— e

THE LORD'S LEADINGS AND
BLESSINGS.

DEAR MR. WINTERS,—It is some time
since I wrote to you, and why I should
write to you at all I do not know; but
I have felt for a long time past that I
must write to you, and tell you some of
the Lord’s dealings with me, that our
Master may be uplifted, some poor soul
strengthened. It seems but yesterday I
stood at the table pew at “ Bethel” asa
child, and helped sing the praises of God,
and many a time has your hand been
placed kindly on my head. And now,after
many years, here I am a living monu-
ment of God’s sparing mercy; and when
Ilook back on my past life, I can only
wonder that I was not cut off in my
sins. Some ten years ago I left this
place, and returned to London, a step I
had no business to have taken, as the
Lord afterwards showed me. Then it

was that the Lord visited me and said, |

“What doest thou here, Elijah?” His
afflicting hand was laid on my dear wife
and two babes, and I was glad to take
myself back to Sussex. This was on a
Saturday. I got up on the Lord’s-day
morning, feeling very poorly in body,
and much worse in mind, and determined
to go to the little chapel 1 had been in
the habit of attending previous to my
leaving for London, and the friends
received me with every mark of Christian
love and affection; but I was wretched.
The supply for that day was a dear old
Christian by the name of Pellett, now
in glory, then of Red-hill, in Surrey.
He was sent on purpose to put me
straight, and this he did. His text was
Rev. iil. 8, and oh what a season that
was! I shall never forget it. Oh,I felt
what a little strength I had, and yet I
could look up and thank God that He
had not permitted me to deny His name.
Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by His help I've come;
And 1 hope by His good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home.

A SOUL CONVERTED THROUGH THE IN-
STRUMENTALITY OF THR “ EARTHEN
VESSEL.”

One Sunday afternoon my sister-in-law
came into my house, and with other
books there laid on my table a bound
volume of the EARTHEN VESSEL. This
she picked up, and the portion she read
was where Mr. F. Wheeler (whom [ used
to know and love) visited the convicts
in the condemned cell. She asked what
book it was, and if I would lend it to
her. I assented,and also said that I had
a lot upstairs she could have, a.pd when
she had read them she could give them
to other friends. I sentalotup the next
day. I must alsotell you, however, that
she sold herrings, and instead of reading

them she tore them up to wrap the fixh
in. This I found out afterwards. She

| was tearing one up one day, and the

leaves she tore out had some of the writ-
ings of the late C. W. Banks on them.
Something in them took her eye, and
they were laid aside to be read when the
customer left. That time was the ap-
pointed time. The truth was blest to
her, as it afterwards proved, and she
became a saved woman, *God movesin
3 mysterious way.” Some time after
this it pleased God to lay His afflicting
hand upon her, and after a very long
and painful illness she fell asleep, rest-
ing on the Rock, and firmly believing the
truth as set forth in the EARTHEN
VESSEL; and she was laid to rest under
the yew-tree in our village church-vard,
in sure and certain hope of a gloriousx
resurrection.
NoAH WHITMAN,
Turner’s-hill, Crawley, Sussex.

HORNSEY RISE, ELTHORNE
ROAD.—A most interesting meeting
was held here on March 14th, to in-
augurate a tract mission, for the circu-
lation of truthful tracts, books, maga-
zines, &c., wherever we may be able to
distribute them. Brother H.J. Wileman
explained the nature of the movement,
referring to the present aspect of affairs
as aTeason Why it was becoming impera-
tive for places of truth to do something
in this way to counteract the abounding
errors of the day. Brothers Goodhew.
Dearsly, T. Cooper, and others followed
with many encouraging remarks.—
H.J W

SHOULDHAM STREET.—The an-
nual meeting of the teachers in the
school and members of the singing class
was held in the schoolroom on Tuesday.
April 10th. At 6 o’clock upwards of 50
scholars and teachers sat down to tea.
the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Oakes. At 7T
o'clock a programme was commenced,
consisting of recitations and anthems,
interspersed with suitable hymns, the
whole being well carried through under
the able conductorship of Mr. J. Steele,
whose kind and gratuitous services were
suitably acknowledged in a few well
chosen remarks by our superintendent.
accompanied by the presentation of a
purse of money and a baton, the gifts of
kind friends. A number of friends and
parents of the scholars favoured us with
their attendance. Votes of thanks were
accorded to all who had taken an active
part in the service, which closed with
the doxology. We are thankful for the
unity and peace that continues in the
school, and trust that God will abun.
dantly bless our humble efforts in Hix
name.
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SAFFRON WALDEN.—Our Sunday-
school anniversary waxsheld on April 8th.
ree able sermons were delivered by
brother Maycock. Morning, Psa. Ixxxiv.,
11. 1st, What God ix: 2nd. His grace
and glory. The afternoon service was
grinclpa]ly addressed to the children,
eing interspersed by recitations and
singing of hyvmns and anthems, and was
very good. Evening service. Prov. xxiii.
17,18, “ Letnot thine heart envy xinners,”
&c. Tt ix believed Solomon wrote his
Songr the first part of his life : Proverbs
in full manhood: Ecclesiastes in old
age. “Let not thy heart envy sinners.”
irst exhortation. The poor should not
envy the rich : people 0% God are not to
envy sinnerx in their prosperity. OQur
inheritance iz not here. hut in heaven.
2nd. The divine precept. ** But be thou in
the fear of the Lord.” &c. There are two
kinds of fears. a filial fear and a slavish
fear. The fear of a child of God is a
loving fear. 3rd. There is an end to all
sin, but no end to the love of God to His
Eeople. A public tea and service was
eld on the following day, after which
brother Sanders opened the meeting by
reading 2 Tim. ii. Brother Bunting
engaged in prayer. Brother Sandersad-
dressed the meeting. basing his remarks
on verse 19 of the chapter read : “ NXever-
theless the foundation of God standeth
sure, having this seal. the Lord knoweth
them that are His,” first shewing up the
attributes of God, His covenant love in
the choice of His people. The builder
look= to the foundation, the lawyer to
his case. to see if there is evidence
enough to carry on the same. We must
look to our foundation, to see if it is
right. Brother Parsonage spoke of God's
electing love. and of the gospel as glad
or good tidings. God's speech. God's
truth and gospel comes to us without
money and without price. The child of
God likes the old gospel. the overcoming
gospel, sweet gospel, suitable gospel,
satisfying gospel, sanctifying gospel,
pure gospel, peace-speaking gospel, pre-
vailing gospel, everlasting gospel, eter-
nal gospel, liberating gospel. Brother
Maycock gave us some sound and stir-
ring advice. The services were all good,
and we may truly say, The Lord was
with us. and it was a good season. At~
tendance and collections good.

CROWLEMOSSMISSION, CROWLE,
—Since the settlement of Mr. W. Row-
ton-Parker at Crowle, a mission has been
commenced at the * Peat Moss Villas,” a
populated neighbourhood on the out-
skirts of the town, and very encourag-
ing success has so far attended this
much-needed work. Premises have heen
taken and fitted up for the purpose, and
the pure old-fashioned gospel of the
grace of God is now proclaimed to a
number of people heretofore entirely
neglected. In furtherance of this effort
& public tea was given in the mission

SARTHEN VUENSEL

room to all residents in the neighbour-
hood on Good Friday (March 30th), and
this expression of practical Christianity
was very highly appreciated by the
people, who expressed very warmly their
ratitude. not only for the tea, but also
or the carnest and painstaking labours
amongst them. Many of the people.
although very poor, are yet very intelli-
gent. and well able to appreciate the
efforts put forth for their good. After
the tex a short but intensely interestin,
service was held, the room being crowd:
to excess. Mr. Rowton-Parker condncted
the service, and gave a clear and force-
ful gospel address, which, judging from
the cloxe attention given, was made to
take hold upon the people. 'The tea was
managed by Mrs, Jonesand various other
ladies, and the provisions were the gifts
of friends in sympathy with the work.
It wasin all respects o stirring and soul-
melting season. To God be all the glory.

THE COMMUNION QUESTION.

To the Editor of the *“ EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GOSPEL HERALD."”

DEAR BROTHER,—I cannot very ex-
actly answer the question of brother
Bonney. The County of Suffolk has
long been regarded as one of the strong-
holds of the Primitive or Particular
Strict Communion Baptists. I believe
there are at least 46 out of the 60 Baptist
Churches therein, of this ancient faith
and order. Forty of these have, at one
time or another, belonged to our Aasoci-
ation, and I know of no justifiable rea-
son why the whole of them should not
be united with us,—seeing that they are
avowedly one in doctrine and order—
believing they would do themselves and
us good thereby. I cannot, however,
give any special formula by which
brethren are invited to transient com-
munion, but I believe it is most gen-
erally restricted to Members of Churches
of the same faith and order; for we
dread the smallest innovation upon New
Testament principles and practices, hav-
ing sadly proved that the one usually
includes or brings about the other; and
feeling our responsibility to the one
Head of the Church to maintain invio-
late His will, we have no right to indulge
our feelings at the expense of His claims;
we are assured He has not left it with
us to invent schemes to render our com-
munities attractive, Ifix way is attrac-
tive enough to all “ who feel their need
of Him ”; but brother Bonney does not
ask for my opinion or any argument to
sustain it, and I would recommend him
to visit us in our Association gather-
ings at Laxfield on the 6th and 7th of
June,when he will have the opportunity
to enquire of the representatives of the
different Churches respecting their prac-
tice. He knows we shall be pleased to
see him and many more.—Yours faith-
fully, S. K. BLAND, Ipswich.
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“ONE HUNDRED POUNDS AT
FOUR PER CENT.”

DrArR Mr, EpiToR,—Kindly permit
me to sny a word in reference to the
article in the March issue under
* Pulham-8t.-Mary,” p. 89, and signed
by three deacons, in whioh a certain
statement is made of my investing the
sum of .£100 at 4 per cent. It looks
strange that this should be published
without my consent, and not the same
sum lent at the same time by another
member of the same Church with
myself. I horeby publicly announce
that the money lent is not my own, but
my daughter’s, and I am privileged to
say I have, to the utmost of my ability
helped my worthy daughter, who has so
affectionately and faithfully waited on
me and my poor suffering wife so many

ears. 1 took her money out of the

ost-office Savings’ Bank entirely
through love and zeal for the good of the
cause where I have so long laboured;
and now, because I cannot conscien-
tiously countenance the new kind of
teaching and practice carried on in our
place, the article put in the VESSEL, in
the names of the said persons, seems to
me to be done with a view to 1njure me,
if possible. It looks like a stab in the
dark, but God forbid that I should judge
any person or persons. Is not the hand
of the Lord in all this? May we not faith-
fully and affectionately contend for
what we believe to be right and pleasing
to God without trying to injure one
another ? I sincerely wish the persons
given on p. 89 of your March issue may
have no more ill-feeling in their hearts
towards me than I have towards them.

Faithfully yours in the Lord,

B. TAYLOR.
Pulham-St.-Mary.

OPEN COMMUNIONISM.

In the January number of the Jvice
of Druth for 1860, I find a paragraph
whieh may be of service to you, on the
“down-grade” controversy. It certainly
shows that the evil is not of to-day only,
would to God it were, and then we should
have less to mourn over ;:—

“Srrict COMMUNION CHURCHES.—
At a meeting of the Committee of the
Baptist Evangelical Society, held in
London, Tuesday, Nov. 15th, 1859, it was
resolved, ‘ That this Committee strongly
recommend to the immediate attention
of the Churches the following resolu-
tions of the Northern branch of the
Society, at the half-yearly meeting, held
at Bury, Lancashire, Sept. 22nd, 1839;
and trust that under the divine blessing
its practical acceptance by the Churches
will be productiveof lasting benefit to the
Baptist denomination at large, by the
?reserva.tion and recovery o? the body

rom the blighting influence of the open
communion system.—That, deploring the
numerous and increasing innovations
which have been and continue to be
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made by the apen comnunion aystem, on
the faith and order of New ’Iyeﬂtn.u{ent
Baptist Churches, and which threaten
even the rightful property of those
churches, this meeting is of opinion that
the interests of divine truth, and the
preservation of the Gospel Churches in
(ireat Britain, require that the Strict
Baptists throughout the land should
everywhere form themselves into dis-
tinct and separate bodies for organized
and united action on hehalf of the faith
once delivered unto the saints.’” It is
worthy of remark that while the above
resolutions were inserted last month in
some other periodicals connected with
the denomination amongst their items
of “intelligence,” in the Baptist Maga-
zine it appeared in the form of an adzer-
tisement ; from which it would seem that
the Baptist Magazine which originated
with S{rict Baptists, ana was for many
years carried on by them, now refuses
to insert an important announcement
affecting their interests without being
paid for it '—CAMBERWELL,

"BRIXTON TABERNACLE.—On Good
Friday, at Stockwell-road, Mr. Cornwell
celebrated his ninth anniversary as
pastor of the above Church. In the
afternoon he preached a sound gospel
sermon from Luke i. 1, “The things
which are most surely believed amon,
us.” Ist, What we don’t believe ; an
2nd, What we do believe. About 100
friends sat down to a good tea in the
schoolroom. In the evening Mr. Corn-
well presided, and a public meeting was
held, commencing by singing, ATl hail
the power of Jesu's name,” after which
brother Lovelock engaged in prayer.
Suitable addresses followed by brethren
Battson, Wheeler, Dearsly, Ponsford,
and Holden. Mr. Cornwell testified of
the Lord’s cious care bestowed upon
him through another year, and of the
power of the Spirit being felt while the
brethren were speaking. A substantial
sum was collected for the pastor. We
trust our heavenly Father will yet spare
our beloved pastor for many years, if it
be Hisdivine will, to preach that precious
Gospel which his whole soul delighteth
in, and add souls to the Church.—
R. GUILE.

BETHNAL GREEN.—The Lord has
greatly blessed the Sunday-school at
“Hope.” Our beloved superintendent,
now departed, prayed and wrought for
children. The Lord heard his prayers,
and prospered the work of his hands, so
that the number of 40 scholars increased
to 140 in about two years. He has left
behind a good staff of teachers, whose
hearts are in their noble work. On
Monday, Feb. 13th, the Lord took to
Himself the soul of our superintendent,
Mr. Lawrence, whose presence and help
wemuch miss, On Tuesday, March 20th,
the anniversary of the school was com-
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memorated. J. Upsdale, Esq., presided
in a very able and interesting manner.
The children gave recitations and dia-
logues, interspersed with sinﬁing. The
rendering of the pieces and the singing
both done credit to the secretary,, Mr.
Wagstaff, who has not spared himself in
training the dear children. God bless
our school ! God save our dear children !
~—J. COPELAXD.

ROOT AXD BRANCH CUT UP.
To the Editor of the “E. 7. & G. H.”
MY DEAR BROTHER MR. WIXTERS,—I
write to tell you some good news. That
is, we had two sisters come before the
Church last Sunday night to state what
the Lord had done for their souls, and
they spoke well. One of them told us
that the first time you came to preach
at Sharnbrook you cut her up root
and branch. She, moreover, said
that the first time she prayed was
when an inmate of the hospital. The
impression made seemed to wear off.
She was greatly helped on hearing Mr.
Archer, when he came to preach two
vears ago. But all this she kept to her-
self for eighteen months. and never told
ittoanyone. During thistime shecould
not bear to see or to speak to anyone.
One good woman, seeing her in a de-
pressed state, asked her if it was soul
trouble that caused her to be so low, and
she said ves. it was. After then she

wished she had not said anything to |

anvbody about herself.

My dear Brother, she was set at liberty
one morning at three o'clock, and she
has a longing desire to be baptized, and
it is her wish that you should baptize
her. I write, therefore, dear brother, to
ask vou if vou can come to baptize her,
or both of them. I hope your good people
will let you come, and, if it is the Lord’s
will, that you may be the instrument
for much blessing at Little Bethlehem,
Sharnbrook.

Yours in Gospel bonds, wishing you
every needed blessing,

W. C. WRIGHT.

Brick-yard, Sharnbrook,

‘April 2nd, 1888.

ST. NEOTS.—On Tuesday, Feb. 21st,
we held our members’ annual tea-meet-
ing, and considering the unfavourable
state of the weather, there was a good
number present. Tea being over, a very
happy meeting was held, consisting of
praise, prayer, and short addresses by
each of the deacons, the dear brethren
being favoured with a sweet spirit of
prayer and supplication on behalf of the

Church and congregation. This very
interesting meeting closed with that
beautiful hymn of H. K. White's—

Come, Christian brethren, ere we part, &c.
May the dear Lord pour out upon us as a
Church, a true, earnest spirit of prayer
for prosperity.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

STOWMARKET.--MY DEAR BROTHER,
I am sorry to inform you of the very sa.(i
and serious illnessof our beloved brother,
Mr. G. G. Whorlow. He has been con-
fined to his bed for many weeks past,
and it is to be feared that he will never
again be able to resume his ministerial
labours at the Pilgrims' Lodge, Stow-
market, where his faithful services have
been much appreciated for upwards of
eight yvears past. I visited him on the
12th ult., and am happy to say I found
him a little better, but still very weak.
We had a short time of sweet fellowshi
together, in Christian conversation an
prayer. Our dear brother’s mind is,
and has been since the very first of his
being laid aside, in a most calm and
happy posture. On a former visit he
said, “1 have no fears; but I feel the
need of praying for patience to wait
the Lord’s time, and also resignation to
His will. He did not profess to be in an
ecstasy, but to be sweetly resting by
faith upon the merits of Christ, waiting
his final call home. Knowing that you
would wish to express your Christian
sympathy with our dear friends Mr, and
Mrs. Whorlow in their affliction, I
thought it well to send you the above
account.—I. CORDLE.

GREAT YELDHAM. — DEAR MR.
WINTERS,—The resignation of Mr. Isaiah
Smith, after having been pastor over the
Church and congregation at Hope Bap-
tist Chapel, Great Yeldham, for more
than twenty years, has greatly unsettled
us, and the loss is felt very keenly. We
are a poor, but a truth-loving people, and
have been favoured with such supplies
that have enabled some of the Spirit-
taught ones to declare that to the poor
the Gospel is preached. We are glad
to hear that Mr. Smith’s ministry is
being blessed at Claxton, where he now
labours, and we desire to bow with resig-
nation unto Him

‘Whose paths we cannot trace,

Nor comprehend the mystery

Of His unbounded grace.
‘We are confident by past experience that:
the Lord directed his way to Yeldham;
and we would fain have kept him with
us, hut we must exclaim, “The Lord
gave. and the Lord hath taken away:
bIesSed be the name of the Lord."—W,
M. C.

TUNBRIDGE.—PRESENTATION.—On
Sunday, Mr. R. Thomson, who has been
pastor of the Baptist Chapel for three
vears, preached his farewell sermons
and on Monday evenin;i, at a meeting of
the Church members, he was presented
with a purse containing a little over
£38, Mr. Thompson has resigned his
connection with the open communion
section of the Baptist denomination,and
has joined the Strict and Particular
Baptist community, into the ministry of
which he intends seeking admission.—
Kentish Mereury.
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NOTTING-HILL GATE.—It was our

leasure to mingle with the friends at
Bethesda, Silver-street, on Tuesday,
April 10th, in celebrating the anniver-
versary of the cause, which has, durin
its existence, had some sterling men o
truth as pastors, who have passed away
—among whom might be mentioned
Messrs Sedgwick,and Crumpton, of bless-
-ed memory. Mr, Herring, the present
pastor, holds forth the distinguishing
doctrines of grace, and proclaims salva-
tion by the blood of the Lamb through
the Holy Spirit, and that not in vain,
which he (Mr. H.) in hisaddress of wel-
come testified, and said that they were
at peace as a Church and congregation,
and two were waiting for baptism, yet
they would be glad to see more attend
the means of grace. Mr. I.R, Wake-
lin,who presided at evening meeting,gave
some very lucid remarks on ‘‘ Hitherto,”
and said, cannot we, in looking back, not-
withstanding all our “by-paths,” see His
gracious hand in the past? This, then,
should encourage us for the future, and
we pray that henceforth the Lord may
be with -you in every institution con-
nected with the Church here, not for-
getting the Sunday-school. Mr. Dexter
hoped they might not only increase in
numbers, but in fellowship; Mr. W.
Hazelton endeavoured to take our
thoughts up to heaven as he spoke of
the resplendent glory of Christ; Mr. J,
H. Lynp, told us about the vitality of
grace ; Mr. R. E. Sears, gave some
striking instances of God's answering
prayer; Mr. Palmer, late of High Wy-
combe, testified of the strong bond of
Christian union; Mr. Sennett prayed,
the people sang heartily, and all seemed
happy in the service of God. The editor
of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD preached the afternoon sermon.
and grew warm in extolling his Lord
an&i Wa.s]ts,er, whom he delights to serve.

CHELMSFORD.—The 5th- anni-
versary of the ministry of Mr. F, G.
Burgess was celebrated on Good Friday.
Mr. J. Morling, of Over, preached in the
afternoon from ithe words, *“ Then said
Jesus, Father, forgive them, for they
know not what theydo” (Luke xxiii. 34).
A public meeting, presided over by, Mr.W.
Beach, was held in the evening, when,
after prayer by Mr. J . Hazleton, appropri-
ate and interesting addresses were given
by the Chairman, and Messrs. Burgess,

orling, Threadkell, Sharp, and
Brown, In the course of his remarks, Mr.
Burgess said, that if at any time the
friends did not get on under the preach-
ing, they did not complain to him, but if
they did get on they told him of it. Mr.
Morling expressed his gratitude to the
Lord for what had been done for the
Chelmsford cause since the time, 5 vears
ago,when the Church gave him an invita-
tion,which he felt desirous of accepting,
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but from the word of the Lord applied to
him, he was convinced that he should
have been going in a wrong path, and
could now see that the Lord had brought
Mr. Burgess there. At the close of the
afternoon service, ahout 180 friends par-
took of an excellent tea, provided by Mr,
J. Hicks. The collections were on he-
half of the ministry, and amounted to
£57s. 9d. On Sunday afternoon, Miss
M. Munson, one of the Sunday-school
teachers (who isleaving for Chichester),
was presented with a writing case by
the members of her class, and a Teachers’
Bible by her fellow-workers. The pre-
sentations were made by Mr. Harvey,
the superintendent. —.J. W. COTTEE,
Hamlet-road, Chelmsford.

OTLEY, SUFFOLK.—The members’
annual tea and Church meeting was held
on Friday, the 30th March,when a goocdly
number assembled from the surrounding
villages, After tea and friendly con-
versation, a meeting was held 1n the
evening, and business connected with the
Church being transacted, addresses were
delivered. Brother Wilson warned the
members not to forsake the assembling
of themselves together; brother Dunnett,
deacon, on “Is it well” with the soul?
In the home? In the house of God ’ At
meetings for prayer? At ordinances.&e. !
Brother Asa Broom, ““On Jerusalem, in
its spiritual and religious consideration”;
brother J. Dunnett referred to past
mercies of our covenant God, and warned
the younger members to prepare for
future changes. Some concluding
remarks were made by the pastor, and a
vote of sympathy was forwarded to our
sick and aged members, who were not
present with us. A spirit of devotion
seemed to pervade the meeting, some
good old hymns from Rippon and Watts
were sung, and this interesting service
was brought to a close with prayer and
thanksgivings that our loving God and
Father had kept us so united for the
past twenty-seven years of the present
pastorate. **To Him be all the glory.”

*»BERMONDSEY. — Easter Monday,
April 2nd, was one of the happiest days
ever spent by the friends at Lynton-road,
and the desire expressed by Mr. James
Lee, the Chairman of the evening meet-
ing, that the presence and blessing of
the Lord might rest upon the place, was
realized, and that in no small degree.
For years past, the annual meeting of
the Poor and Sick Society in connection
with the cause has been held on Easter
Monday, and this day is still set apart
for that object. Intheafternoon,a large
number of friends attended and listened
to a most encouraging discourse by Mr,
B. J. Northfield, from the words,
“Through much tribulation ye must
enter the kingdom.” After tea, the public
meeting was held, when that beloved
and aged man of God, Mr. Meeres,
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implored the divine blessin%‘ and the
secretary of the Society (Mr. T. Reeves),

read the report, showing the work of the
Society during the past year. Mr. James
Lee, in a few appropriate remarks spoke
of the necessity of the work of regene-
ration, and of what amercy it was to
be able to give a reason for the hope that
is in us: Mr. Cornwell spoke from the
words, “Come up hither, and I will shew
you the Bride ™ : Mr. Evans followed

and said that while brother Cornwel

had introduced to the meeting an im-
portant subject, he claimed to %Jave one
of even more importance than that, and
he would adopt brother Cornwell’s words
and say,‘Comeup hither, and I will shew
you the bridegroom ”; Mr. Harsant was
the next speaker, and his observations
were -based upon the words, ‘“Whereby
the day-star from on high visited us”;
Mr. T. King followed with a nice speech
from the words, “ A new and living
way"; after which Mr. Northfield spoke
from the words, ‘“ The love of Christ con-
straineth us.” We are pleased to say
that, financially, the meeting was a suc-
cess, the net proceeds of the day being
considerably more than last year.

BEXLEY HEATH.—On Wednesday,
April 4th, a special service was held in
the Old Baptist Chapel Sunday-school
on behalf of the scholars, consisting of
singing sacred melodies and recitations,
chosen by Mr. Carman, the superinten-
dent. Mr. Botterill, on behalf of the
teachers and a few friends, presented
Mr. Carman with a handsome black
marble time-piece, as a token of affection.

CAMDEN TOWN.—The fourth anni-
versary of the pastorate of our brother
R. Burbridge was celebrated at Avenue
Chapel on Easter Monday, when a large
body of friends gathered to hear a ser-
mon preached by our brother W.Winters.
A goodly number partook of tea; in the
evening, brother R. Burbridge, pastor,
presided; brother B. Woodrow solemnly
read Psalm lxxii.; and brother W. Bed-
dow offered earnest prayer. In the
course of brother Burbridge’s introduc-
tory speech, he kindly, but firmly re-
marked about the contemplated amalga-
mation of the Avenue cause with that
at the High Schools, and inferred that
he, bimself, would not placeanything in
the way of their coming together. %‘he
Lord would keep him in the truth
and in union,and peace with his people.
Brother J. W. Banks being asked to
announce a hymn (735 Denham’s) said
that he had had the Avenue cause upon
his mind for a long while, and hoped
(with reference to the two Churches
coming together) that their courting
days would be spent at the throne of
grace; brother W. H. Lee spoke well on
John xiv. 20; brother Household gave
out hymn 1015 ; and excellent speeches
followed by brethren H. Hall, W, Harris,
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C.J. Burrows, W. Winters, and others;
brother S, Banks and friends from sur-
rounding churches were present. It was
a good day indeed.

NOTTING-HILL GATE.—The 14th
anniversary of Bethesda Sunday-school,
was held on Lord's-day, March 18th. Ser-
mons were preached morning and even-
ing by the pastor, Mr.|G, Herring, On
the following Tuesday, Mr. Anderson

reached in the afternoon at 3 o'clock,
rom Psalm cxxxii, 13—16. Tea was par-
taken of in the school-room; at 6.45 a
{;ublic meeting was held, presided over

y the pastor; the report of the past
year’'s work was read, which stated that
the teachers and officers were all mem-
bers of the Church, and that twbd had
joined the Church during the year from
the Bible-class; the class is under the
care of our brother Doncaster (superin-
tendent); the number of scholars on the
books is 102; the fundsof the school are
in a satisfactory condition, the balance
in hand at the close of the year being
£6 0s. 9d. ; the library is being replen-
ished with some new books, purchased
by the aid of a grant from the Sunday-
school Union ; addresses were given by
the chairman, brother Doncaster, who
spoke from Phil iii. 14 ; and H. T.
Thiselton (superintendent) who dwelt
upon the word * Hope,” in connection
with Sabbath-school labour ; recitations
were given by the scholars and young
men o% the Bible-class. whilst the sing-
ing was as bright and cheerful as here-
togore, under the care of brother James
Rowley. Collection amounted to £4 0s.
2d. On the followingHSunda.y, March
25th, the secretary, H. T. Thiselton,
and Miss Oxborrow, one of the teachers,
were presented by the pastor, on behalf
of their fellow teachers, members of the
Bible-class, and thescholars of the school,
with a “ Handsome Family Bible,” asa
token of esteem and love, in connection
with 'f‘heir approaching marriage.—
HTT.

TOLLINGTON PARK.—The 9th anni-
versary of the pastorate of Mr. H.
Boulton was held at Zoar Chapel, Tol-
lington-park, N. Two sermons were
preached by the pastor on Easter Sunday,
and the Bank Holiday was utilised for a
tea and public meeting, Mr. J, Haines
presided, and after singing and prayer
congratulated Mr. Boulton on the com-

letion of another year in the Strict
%aptist ministry. Addresses were also

iven by Messrs J. Bennett, E. Fleg%,
%V. Hems, H. Myerson, and Boulton, It
was stated by the pastor that £100
was still due on the new building. The
Church, which formerly worshipped in
John-street, Upper Holloway, was first
formed in the year 1851, Mr. Shipway
being the first pastor. Eleven years ago
Mr. Boulton joined himself to the cause,
and after two years was chosen with
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great unanimity as pestor, The old
lace becoming too small for Mr.
oulton’s ministrations it was deter-
mined to build another chapel, and about
twelve months ago the first portion of
the new building, intended ultimately
for the Sunday-school, was erected.
Through the kindness of a friend who
had advanced the money, the freehold
was secured. The sum required to com-
plete the scheme is about £700, towards
which subscriptions may be sent to Mr,
H. Thorne, 83, Grove-road, N,
DALSTON.—We are glad to be able to
record a gradual progress in the cause
at Forest-road during the first year’s
-pastorate of Mr. E. Porter, which was
commemorated on March 27th., Mr. T,
James, deacon, spoke of the peaceful and
healthy state of the Church, and that
they had hope and faith to believe that
the ministry of their pastor would, by
the blessing of God, show greater results
in the future. Mr. J. H. Lynn gavea
spiritual dissertation on fellowship; Mr.
Langford grounded some remarks on
“This God 1sour God for ever and ever,”
&c; Mr, Reynolds was solemn while he
spoke on fellowship, in relation to the
sufferings of Christ; Mr. J. E. Elsey
dwelt on the unchangeableness of God,
from the words, *“ He is of one mind”;
Mr, J. H. Dearsly discoursed encourag-
ingly on reconciliation, from the words
in Romans v, 10; and Mr. Porter, the
ga.stor, gave us a sound address from 1
eter iv, 10, May God bless the ministry
of our brother to the gathering in of
many of His own who are hidden in the
formsof false profession in the surround-
i]%g gei hlﬁ)urhood, is the fervent desire
of—J. W. B.

WHITECHAPEL.—The annual meet-
ing of the Little Alie-street Sick Visit-
ing Society was held on Thursday
evening, March 22nd. The Society was
instituted January 1st, 1817, and for 71
years has pursued its mission. It is
evident that there was great need for a
society of this description at that time,
and those who are now carrying on the
work, can bear testimony to its needs
and usefulness in the present day. The
report for the past year, read by Mr. T.
J. Stevens, junr., tellsus that the visitors,
“gtep into the abodes of poverty and
affliction, not only to administer tempo-
ralrelief, but, in dependence on the Holy
Spirit, to direct the poor, benighted soul
toHim, who is the Way, the Truth, and
the Life.” This one brief ‘extract from
the excellent report is quite enough to
enforce its claims on the Christian
philanthropist. The meeting was pre-
sided over by Mr. R. E. Sears, who gave
all present a hearty welcome in the name
of the Lord; Mr. Shaw, of Gravesend,
spoke of ‘‘doing good to all men
especially to those of the household of
faith,” and rendered some good advice to
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the sick visitors; Mr. J.Cattell, of Bessels-
green, followed with words of faith, love,
and sympathy; Mr. C. Wilson founded
some gracious and loving remarks upon,
“ And thou shalt remember that thou
wast a bondman in the land of Egypt.
and the Lord thy God redeemed thee"
(Deut. xv. 15), and out of a full heart he
poured out some savoury and experi-
mental things; every man (said Mr. W.)
was born in iniquity, and there would
have remained to this day, but for free
sovereign, redeeming grace; and when
we look back upon the way the Lord has
led us, what room there is for gratitude.
After a few words from Mr. Porter and
J. W, Banks, the meeting closed with the
Doxology and prayer., The balance
sheet shewed the receipt and expenditure
for the year of £36.—J. W. B.

A PROTEST.—DEAR MR. EDITOR,—
Iam pleased to learn that the pastors
and delegates of the Metropolitan Associ-
ation of Strict Baptist Churches have
senta memorial to the Queen, protestin
against the sending of the Duke o
Norfolk as an envoy to the Pope, with a
present for use in the Mass on the
occasion of his Jubilee. I think Ispeak
the mind of many of my brethren in the
country, when I say, that we should
have been pleased to have had the oppor-
turnity of signing the memorial, and thus
protested against proceedings which
countenance the idolatrous sacrifice, and
tend to diminish respect for the Royal
person. Cannot some scheme be devised
by which every Strict Baptist pastor
may have the privilege of signing a
similar memorial? If such a thing isat
all practicable, I shall be able todo what
I can to help strengthen the action of
the Metropolitan Association of Strict
Baptist ministers, and thus increase the
force of the appeal to Her Majesty. It
is high time that we, as a denomination.
raised our united voice against the subtle
encroachment of the Papal Church in
these Protestant realms.—GEO. BANKS,
Willenhall. [See the Association’s An-
nual Report for 1888.—ED.]

EPPING, — Happy and successful
services were held in the Baptist Chapel
and the School-room on Good Friday.
Brother J. J. Clinch, of West Ham,
preached morning and afternoon ; and
after tea, a public meeting was held,
when several addresses were given. The
Lord greatly bless the Epping cause.

PIMLICO.—Special services of a God-
g‘lori.fying nature were held on Good

riday in brother Parnell’s (Carmel)
chapel. Brother W. Tooke, sen., of
Clapham, preached a good sermon in the
afternoon; after which, several friends
partook of an excellent tea in the School-
room, The good deacons, with their
beloved pastor., were very active and
happy in making all present comfort-
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able. In the evening, brother W,
Winters preached a soul?(ﬁleerin sermon,
when many found it good to be there,
Brother J. Parnell and his good people
are united, happy, and successful. I‘Por
this we bless God and take courage,
—OQNE WHO wWAS THERE.

DUNSTABLE.—The Sunday-school
anniversary services weve held at the
0Old Baptist Chapel on Sunday and
Monday, March 18th and 19th. Two
sermons were preached on the Sunday
by Mr. Batchelor. Mr. Batchelor also
gave a very interesting and instructive
address in the aftermoon to the young,
from the words in Eccles. xii. 1. The
chapel being well filled at each service,
and that in the evening to excess. On the
Monday afternoon, Mr. F. Fuller preach-
ed a sermon from the words in Job i. 10,
after which, about 90 persons partook of
tea; and in the evening a public meeting
was held, presided over by the pastor, Mr,
Realff, who, after reading a portion of
scripture, called upon thesuperintendent
of the school to pray; after which he
gave a short address; Mr. Kent read the
report. which was brief, but very satis-
factory.after which our esteemed friends,
Mzr. Fuller and Mr. Batchelor, very ably
addressed the meeting, bearing upon
Sunday-school work, and giving some
good and encouraging advice. ay the
God of all grace enable us as teachers
and parents to lay hold of it, and go on
our way rejoicing. A vote of thanks
was accorded by friends Kent and
Holland to the chairman, and Messrs
Batchelor and Fuller, and friends who
helped in the services, Our school now
numbers 67 scholars, and 11 teachers
being an increase of 3 scholars and 1
teacher since last year. For two yearsin
succession, the hand of death visited our
school, taking away two of our number,
both sisters! Last year we had a
balance of £7 6s. 10d. to carryus through
the year: £5 3s. 5d. having been spent on
the annual school treat, and the cele-
brating of the Queen’s Jubilee, together
with theannual rewards to the children,
we were left with a balance of £2 3s. 5d.
to be added to the proceeds of this anni-
versary. Total amount collected, £9 18s.
7d.—A. KENT.

PRITTLEWELL,—The friends visit-
ing Southend during the summer months
will hear the truth preached in the Strict
Baptist Chapel, Prittlewell, a short dis-
tance from BSouthend. Services com-
mence: morning, 11; afternoon, 2; and
evening at 6.—W. POTTER, J. BURGESS,
J. CEANDLER, Deacons,

CAMDEN TOWN.—Special services
were held at the High Schools on Good
Friday. Mr. W. Winters preached in
the afternoon to a large body of friends.
A public meetin% was held in the even-
ing, when several brethren gave suitable
addresses.
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REPLIES TO QUERIES.
See p. T, W g}per Jor Mareh,)

“ THAT He, by the grace of God,lshould
taste death for every man,” Your limits
will not permit me to imitate my great
idol, Dr. Gill, [many persons who value
no authority but their own, entirely
ignore Dr, Gill's writings, We, like our
“brother,” admire them on the whole,
and consider them to be more orthodox,
as regards the doctrines of distin-
guishing grace, than any other exposi-
tion of the Bible we have ever consul-
ted. The fact is, Dr. Gill is too faithful
in his interpretation of truth, to suit the
milk-and-water divines of the present
age. His Biblical learning is unquestion-
able—ED.], in dwelling upon what the
text does nof mean, but in case your eor-
respondent does not possess his * Cause
of God and truth,” allow me to say that
the word MAN (anthropos) is not in the
Greek text at all, or any substitute for
it. That the word rendered “ every,” is
“pantos,” and signifies ALL, or a MULTI-
TUDE, or the WHOLE, so that first deter-
mine what persons or things the writer is
referring to, and the word means all of
them, or the whole of them. In this case,
the “son of God” (see verse 10), the
“ sanctified” (see verse 11), and the
“brethren " of Christ (see verse 12), are
referred to, and by the grace of God, it
was ordered that He should taste death
for them all,

Another view not to be despised is
that the word applies todeath in the text,
and this seems supported by the expres-
sion, taste, as though it said He tasted a
death for each of His people. In the
0ld Testament a plural word is used
for death. ‘“He made His grave with
the wicked and with therich in Hisdeath
(Isa. liii. 9). Christ's sufferings are called
a cup, and as, if we sip the contents of a
cup, we taste the flavour whether sweet
or sour each time, so Jesus tasted death
for each of His loved ones in His great
sacrifice on Calvary’s tree. He had a
distinct taste of my death, as distin-
guished from the taste of that of your
correspondent, and that of all the rest of

His elect people.— THE EDITOR'S
BROTHER.
THE PRESERVATION OF THE
LORD’S DAY.

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GOSPEL HERALD,

DEAR SIR,—Thequestion asked by your
correspondent, “A Lover of the Sabbath,”
seems not very difficult to answer. His
second question one might have con-
sidered quite unnecessary :—

“Is the ancientcommandment to keep
the Sabbath-day holy in force now ; and
is the oneday in seven to be kept sacred?”

It is not my purpose to write an essay
on the Sabbath, or it would be easy to
prove:—

1. That from a merely physical point
of view the seventh day rest is a necessity
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to man, for the maintenance of his bodily
health and mental vigour; and, more-
over, that this was so when man was in
a state of innocence, appears from Gen.
ii. 3. The Sabbath, therefore, is the
most ancient institution, and which Gor
has given to every man alike. It was
instituted because it was necessary, and
it is the unalienable birthright of the
entire human race.

2. It is right because it i3 commanded,
for we find it in that inimitable code of
ethics written by God Himself on tables
of stome, and delivered by Him to His
servant Moses amidst the overwhelming
majesty of Mount Sinai, and emphasize:
with the word * Remember,” which not
only implies its great importance, but
also suggests the fact that it was an
ancient institution even then.

It were easy to show how God made
the prosperity of His people in all suc-
ceeding ages contingent not only upon
their fulfilling the first commandment,
but upon their observance of the fourth
commandment also, because when the
Sabbath is not kept, the worship of God
is mnecessarily neglected; indeed, the
observance of the Sabbath is part of the
worship of God.

3. If, therefore, both before the Fall,
and after the giving of the Law upon
Mount Sinai—and of course throughout
the entire ceremonial dispensation—the
observance of the Sabbath was the grand
distinction “ between him that served
God, 2and him that served Him not,” can
it be thought that the Gospel, with all
its glorious privileges and superior mo-
tives to obedience, was designed to set
aside an institution which serves more
than any other to extend the blessings
of salvation! But let the Saviour's
voice silence all controversy. “1I came,”
said He, ‘“ not to destroy the law, but to
fulfil it,” “The Son of Man is Lord also
of the Sabbath.”

Now the glorious truth that “ Christ
is the end of the law for righteousness
to every one that believeth,” gives no
license to set aside any of His command-
ments, neither do we as Christians de-
sire that it should, for *“His commands
are not grievous.” But maynot the fact
that “The Son of Man is Lord also of the
Sabbath,” have modified its claims? Yes,
verily, for He has taught (Matt. xii. 12)
that “it is lawful to do well on the Sab-
bath-days.”—Jos1ax Briscok,Islington.

{Owing to our limited space we are
compelled to hold over for a future
number the remaining lengthy portion
of brother Briscoe’s article on ‘“The
Preservation of the Lord's-day."—ED.]
2o the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL
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N reply to Mr. E. Green, I would refer
him to the words of the Lord Jesus
(Mark ii. 27), “ The Sabbath was made

Or man, and not man for the Sabbath.”
By this T understand for the good and
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profit of the Lord’s people, not for their
external observance of it. I believe this
is a snare to many a true Christian, and
what is the result? either a fleshly satis-
faction at having done something, or a
regret at having failed ; this brings to
my mind the words of James ii. 10, “ For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of
all.”” And what is the issue! instead of
liberty, bondage ; instead of rest, unrest.
Depend upon 1t, it is the desire of every
Christian to live without sin, to know
the will of the Lord, and to have grace to
do or endure it. I look upon the observ-
ance of the Sabbath as the Christian's
privilege, not merelya duty; and we are
not to yudge others. but let every one be
persuaded in his own mind what is right
in the sight of the Lord. I want to live
every day as it becometh the Christian,
not a Sunday saint and an every-day
devil. JABEZ WRIGHT.
Tothe Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL
AND GOSPEL HERALD.
WHERE the affairs of the week are done
to the glory of God, scruples need not be
felt concerning riding to chapel, buying
magazines, and the other items named in
connection with the Day of Rest. A
praying, reading, and meditating man
can often speak a kind word in favour of
week-day rest for the few Sunday work-
ers, man and beast, patronised by be-
lievers. OMEGA.

PEARLS AND LEAVEN.

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—Your cor-
respondent refers to the leaven hid in
three measures of meal, which he affirms
sets forth grace working throughout the
entire man; and the Pearl of Great
Price, Jesus Christ; the merchant-man
seeking goodly pearls, the anxious
wrestling spirit seeking peace, &c.
Taking the word of the Lord for my
guide, I feel that we ought not to let
such wrong sentiments pass unnoticed.

The first word I refer to is Lev. xxiii.
17—19, where we have a representation
of man in his fallen state and condition ;
in the two waive loaves baken with
leaven, consequently needing sacrifice,
even a burnt-offering unto the Lord, also
a sin-offering and a peace-offering, and
the priest was to walve them with the
bread for a waive-offering before the
Lord with two lambs. Now, that cer-
tainig was typical of the one great
sacrifice whereby we who were shapen
in iniquity and conceived in sin became
unleavened (Cor. i. 5—7). Probably Panl
had his mind on Lev. xxiii. 17—19, when
he wrote to the Corinthians, saying, * Ye
are unleavened, for even Christ our pass-
over is sacrificed for us,” and nothing less
than that sacrifice could have unleavened
us. From whence does the woman get
her leaven? Refer to Amos iv. 1-3.
The whole connection is one of trans-
gression and multiplied transgressions,
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the offering the =sacrifice of thanks-
giving with leaven. The Lord there
compares the indignant ruler to a fowl
of the air and to leaven. “ He that sow-
eth the good seed is the Son of Man™
Matt. xiii, 37). Note the man (Luke
xiii. 19) ; the woman (ver. 21). As for
the goodly pearls, and the Pearl of
Great Price, Christ the merchant-man,
the Church, the Pearl of Great Price.
Paul was one of the goodly pearls found
by Christ. On the Cross the whole re-
deemed of the Lord became unleavened,
and were “ made meet to be partakers o
the inheritance of the saints in light”
(Col. i. 12): “and are made manifest by
the renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus
iii, 5. . LYNN.
Southwood-road, New Eltham.

BAPTISTS IN AMERICA.—The
American *“ Baptist Year-Book ™ for 1888
shows that the number of Baptist
Churchesis 31,891; of ordained ministers,
20.477; of baptisms for the year, 158,373;
and the total number of members,
2,917,315, which is an advance on the
number for 1887 of 184,745,
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Macriages.

On April 5th, 1888, at Mount Zion
Chapel, Hill-street, Marylebone, by
Pastor R. E. Sears (father of the bride-
groom), assisted by Pastor G. W. Shep-
herd, ROBERT SAMUEL WILSON SEARS
(eldest grandson of Mr. Charles Wilson,
of St. John’s-wood), to EDITE CAROLINE
RoBBINS (eldest daughter of Mr. R.
Robbins, of Sussex-place, South Ken-
sington).

At Bethesda, Notting-hill-gate, on
Good Friday, March 30th, by the pastor,
Mr. G. Herring, HENRY THOMAS
THISELTON, eldest son of Henry
Thiselton, of Kensington, to FANNY
CATHERINE OXBORROW, eldest daughter
of Robert Oxborrow, of Archer-street,
Westbourne-grove.

In fMemorian.
THE LATE MR, JOEN LAWRENCE,
“He will be missed.”

Some of the most useful men among
usare those who, in a quiet, unostenta-
tious manner “go about doing good,”
whose actions and words are entirely
influenced by the love of Christ. Such
a man was our late dear friend and bro-
ther, John Lawrence. It was our plea-
sure to be personally acquainted with
him, and we can testify that he lovingly
carried out the divine exhortation, *“ Re-
member them that are in bonds, as
bound with them, and them which suffer
adversity as being yourselves in the
body” (Heb. xiii. 2). Some men pass
away, and the circle in which they
moved scarcely mise them. John
Lawrence will be missed by the poor.

VESSEL

He will be missed in the Church, he will
be missed in the Sunday-school, and
last, though not least, he will be missed
at the prayer-meeting, and at the bed-
side of the sick and dying. The Lord
gave our dear friend a sweet, savoury
gift; in the exercise of prayer, asmany at
Hastings, Brighton, Homerton Row,
Speldhurst-road, Hope, Bethnal-green
can testify, and have thereby realis:
that he lived near his Master. At
Speldhurst-road, Terrace-road, and other
place he frequently presided at the
prayer-ineeting, and his exposition of
the Scriptures gave full proof of a mind
stored with sterling truth. After a few
weeks’ illness, on the 13th of February,
“in a full age, like as a shock of corn
cometh in in his season,” the angelic
host ushered his ransomed soul to the
mansions of bliss, leaving dull mortality
behind, in the 75th year of his age.

On Tuesday, February 21st, his mortal
remains were taken into Hope Chapel,
Bethnal-green, where he was a member,
and a very solemn and appropriate ser-
vice was conducted by his pastor, Mr.
Copeland, commencing by Mr, Youdan
giving out hymn 244, “ Denham,” empha-
sising the verse. “ Unnumbered years
of bliss,” Mr. Griffith offered prayer,
and Mr. Copelandread the Scripture and
addressed the mourners and friends.
The funeral procession then wended to
Bow Cemetery, where the mortal re-
mains of John Lawrence wereconsigned
to the custody of the tgra,ve by the pastor.
The chapel was full of sorrowing
friends, and many times did we hear the
words, ‘“He'll be missed.” We are glad
to bear our testimony to the sterling
worth of the departed through grace,
and of the mark of respect shown to him
by the friends at “ Hope.”—J. W. B.

Carmel Chapel, Pimlico.—In loving
remembrance of our dear sister, PHEBE
BLACKWELL, the widow of our late bro-
ther and deacon Blackwell. Shesweetly
fell asleep in Jesus on March 11th, aged
77 years. The deceased was interreg in
Brompton Cemetery on the 16th, our
pastor, Mr. J. Parnell, officiating. Her
remains were brought to the chapel, and
then followed to the grave by many of
her fellow-members to manifest their
esteem to the departed. Qur pastor
preached the funeral sermon the follow-
ing Lord’s-day from the words in 1 Peter
iv.17. Her favourite text was John ii.
25, God bless the bereaved.

She sleeps in Jegus and is blest,
How sweet her slumbers are.
—THoMAS COLLINS,

MBs. SARAH MARDLE, for 18 years a
member of the Strict Baptist Church at
Hertford, gently passed away to her
eternal rest, Wednesday, March 28th,
aged 85. Her remains were interred at

1 Saints’ Cemetery, Saturday 31st, her
pastor, Mr, Bowles, officiating.
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On the 13th ult., Maria Minton, aged 83,
Memoir by her daughter next month,

In fond memory of ANN, the beloved
wife of Edward Cox Bird, who departed
this life March 24th, in her 70th year
(Psolm xxxix, 9; Job1, 21). Interred in
Thame Churchyard, March 28th. Her
end was peace,

Our SisTER HOWEL fell asleep in
Jesus, March 8th. For a long time she
carried abouta sickly body. Isaw her on
the Saturday before, and she said, “ I
thought I was going this week: I shall
not last much longer.” I said, it is a
great blessing to have a good home to go
to, and she replied, ** Yes.” She did not
seem over rejoiced nor cast down, but
quietly resting on the Lord. Shewas nota

reat talker, but a good walker. Our dear
%rother has lost a good partner indeed.
The remains of our sister were interred
in Sudbury Cemetery, March 14, by our
pastor, Henry Raymer, from Mount
Bures, where our sister stood a member.
Brother Rayner solemnly read Job xiv.,
and gave an address from Job xix. 25,
“J know that my Redeemer liveth.”
How sweet, he said, to the dear chil-
dren of God to know their Redeemer
liveth. Atthe grave side he read Psalm
xxxix., and closed by earnest prayer.
The brethren from Mount Bures came
down and carried her to the grave.—R.
BoNE, Sudbury, Suffolk.

We record with deep regret the death
of MRs. KirBY, of St. Neots. She was
a member of the Strict Baptist cause in
the town. Her end was peace.

FrANCES TAYLOR, the greatly beloved
wife of Mr. Benjamin Taylor, Baptist
Minister, Pulham-St.-Mary, Norfolk
departed this life on March 22nd, a.ged
68 years. For 27 years she was a suffer-
ing and helpless invalid, but a loving
wife and an affectionate mother. She
was notoften well enough to attend the
house of God, but when able to do so,
she enjoyed it much. One day, during
her last illness, Mr. Horne, of Carleton
Rode, came to see her, and prayed with
her, which she much enjoyed, and often
spoke of his visit with much gratitude.
Being asked by her husband about the
state of her mind, her reply was, “ You
know where and when the Lord first
met with me, and what He made me
then I am now. I want tosay some-
thing to you, butI am not able. Ihave
no breath.” She said, ‘‘I have given up
all here below, except one thing which
troubles me, and that is, what will you
do withont me?” Her husband replied,
“God, who has taken care of us both
all these years, will still take care of
me.” She said, “I know it. We have
lived together many years, and now we
must part; and all I want is patience to
bear up under my sufferings, I am look-
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ing to the Lord Jesus, and am i
a.Ime trust in Him. T have nop;?lﬁé
my own, for I have left it all to His
will, a.n(i to do just as He pleases. I
have had my fears at times, but I know
where they have come from—the old
enemy.” She requested her husband to
read to her John xiv., which she seemed
to enjoy. Her sufferings were beyond
expression, and her patience always
such as caused astonishment in all who
saw her. Three months before her de-
cease, she was attacked with a stroke of
palsy, followed by dropsy and complete
exhaustion, and gradually she became
weaker, and at last passed away very
ijuietly to her eternal rest, On March
28th we committed her remains to the
dust, and, notwithstanding the inclem-
ency of the weather, a great number of
friends congregated in the chapel and
on theburial-ground. ‘She is gone, but
not lost.”—A. A. WITHAM.

MR, CHARLES BRIDER, Founder and
Manager of the Gospel Book Mission to
the Army and Navy, was taken away
very peacefully on Easter morn, after a
short illness. It seems to be a testi-
mony of his accepted labour for
God’s glory that he was called on the
very morn which we commemorate as
being the resurrection morn of our
blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, for whose
honour and glory dear Mr. Brider
{)alfouxed so indefatigably while here

elow,

We gather from a letter written by
brother J. B. Wise that brother DRAKE,
of Sittingbourne, passed to his eternal
rest on iord’s-du.y. March 25th. Mr.
Drake was well known to many Churches
of truth. where he had preached the
Gospel for fifty years. On the day
before he died, brother Wise was called
to his bedside, and some sweet, conversa-
tion passed between them. The dying
saint said to brother Wise, * Pray. bro-
ther Wise, in a few words, and ask the
Lord to come and take me home.” He
then wished brother Wise not to say a
word about him when he had gone. but
extol Christ, Mr. Wise preached his
funeral sermon at Birchington-on-Sea
on Lord's-day, April Sth. A goodly
number of friends were present.
Churches needing help will find brother
J. B. Wise a ready and sound preacher.
His address is 40, Mayflower-road, Clap-
ham-road, S.W.

On February 25th our dear brother,
JAMES BOLTER, aged 86, passed away
quietly to his rest, having been upwards
of 18 years deacon with me at Provi-
dence, Kingston. He came from Ald-
burgh, in §uffolk, and was truly a dis-
ciple who loved his Master, and loved
the habitations of the Lord’s house. For
the past six months he had been denied
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t,{lle privilege of meeting with us. Bro-
ther Bush officiated at the grave in
Norbiton Cemetery on the followin

Thursday, when a goodly number o

members and the congregation followed.
On Sunday, March 3rd. brother Bush
preached his funeral sermon from the
words, “ And he died in a good old age,
full of davs, riches and honounr” (Chron,
xxix. 28).—W. J. BRIGHT.

In loving memory of MR. JoHN
RICHARDSON, of Rougham, who passed
to his eternal rest on February 16th, at
the advanced age of 9i. He was the
oldest inhabitant of the parish. He
worked upon one farm for over 50 years,
He was called by grace when a young
man, and was baptized by the late C.
Elven on April 3rd, 1825, in the Old Bap-
tist Chapel. Lower Baxter-street, Bury.
He became united with the Church at
Bradfield in the year 1866, Through grace,
for the long period of nearly 63 years, he
maintained a consistent Christian char-
acter, and was a firm believer in the
doctrines of distinguishing grace. His
favourite hymn -was “In songs of
sublime adorationand praise.” Although
receiving support from the parish, he
was blessed with a contented spirit. On
Lord’s-day, Feb. 26th, we preached from
the words of his own choice, “Thou
shalt come to thy grave in a full age,
like a shock of corn cometh in in his
season.”—W. DIXOX.

Died on March 21st, ELizA MIsoN,
aged 77. For 54 years she was a con-
sistent member of the Church worship-
ping at Chelmsford. She had been
con%med to her bed for several years,
but the affliction was patiently borme.
When dying and unable to articulate,
one of her daughters asked her whether
she experienced it to be light at even-
tide.. She nodded her h by way of
assent, and passed peacefully away.
Four daughters are left to mourn her
loss, three of whom are in membership
with us. We improved her death on the
morning of Lord’s-day, April 1st, from
Zech. x1v. 6, 7—F. G. B.
beloved wife of
Mr. G. . of Metcalf-road,
Enfield Lock, fell asleep in Jesus
on Saturday, March 3lst. Our sister
had been in membership with us at
Ebenezer, Waltham Abbey, with her
husband, for nearly eleven years. prior to
which she had been a member of the
Church at Putney-road, Enfield. Mrs.
Wild was baptized many years ago at
the “Cave,” by William Allen of blessed
memory, and united with that cause
with her beloved husband. For several
months the Lord laid upon her His
aflicting hand very heavily, but even
amidst her pains it was pleasing to hear
her soul breathing for God and longing
to be gone. She was hardly ever very
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strong in {aith until the last, when the
Lord ripened her soul rapidly for glory.
It was blessed to hear her speak of her
confidence in the merits of C}u-ist. Her
remains were interred in Enfield High-
way Churchyard, April 5th, her pastor.
Mr. W. Winters, officiating. Brother C.
Hewitt offered prayer at the grave. Bro-
ther R. Alfry and several friends from
Waltham and Enfield were present. Her
cnd was peace. Her funeral sermon was
preached by Mr. Winters on Lord's-day
evening, April 8th, from Eph, ii. 8.

On Thursday, February 23. Mges.
CrosBY, the beloved wife of Thomas
Crosby, died of bronchitis at 4, White-
hall, where they had lived in the employ
of Messrs. Drivers and Co. 25 years. She
was 70 years of age. She had known
the Lord 47 years, her beloved husband
being the means the Lord used of bring-
ing her to know Christ, Mr. W. Harris,
of Rehoboth, Pimlico, preached her
funeral sermon on Lord’s-day evening,
March 4th, from Psa. cxvi. 7—8. W.
BALL. :

GEORGE CLAYDEN, aged 47, after a
brief illness from an attack of typhoid
fever, died on March 24th, and was
buried at Willesden .Cemetery, on the
29th, Mr. H. Welch officiating on the
occasion, George - Clayden stood an
honourable and beloved member of the
Church at Shouldham-street from its
formation. He was a humble disciple
of Jesus, with somewhat of an even
experience of the things of God; but
just before his illness he had a wonder-
ful time of love in hearing the Gospel
one Lord’s-day. His soul seemed filled
with the joy of faith, till his very face
beamed with. joy; and he spoke to one
and another of the good times he had
had, saying he had not had such a
time of warming up for years. The de-
parted one leaves a sorrowing widow
and seven dear children. Few were the
intervals of consciousness. At one time
he began to sing, “ All hail the power of
Jesu’s name,” etc. His wife said, “ Oh,
that is beautiful, George; sing it again.”
He complied, and sang it again. Truly
thiswas a ray of light from the silver
lining of the dark cloud. The God of
Israel support the widow and appear for
the dear children.—H. BOURNE.

Died on February 8, at Stotfold, Bed-
fordshire, JOSEPH CoLE, aged 76, He
was for fifty years a minister of the
Gospel, and for many years a consistent
and useful member of the Church at
Blundham, Bedfordshire. His end was
peace. Ourlossishiseternalgain, The
remains of the deceased were brought
from Stotfold, and deposited by the side
of his wife and sons in the parish
churchyard. The funeral was largely
attended by the friends of the deceased
and the inhabitants of the village.—
E. S. KING,



@The Late Wr. John Slate Anderson

(PasTor oF ZIoN CHAPEL, NEW Cross Roap).

OHN SLATE ANDERSON, another well-known and highly respected
minister of the Gospel of Christ, passed somewhat precipitantly
away to his eternal rest on the 20th of April. The kind telegram from
our beloved brother, J. W. Banks, announcing his death, completely
unstrung us. This solemn event, happening so soon after the unex-
ected departure of our brethren, Mr. John Hazelton, Mr. P. W.
illiamson, Mr. William Bull, Mr. George Diffey, Mr. Daniel Matthews,
and others, has caused many hearts with our own to bow in sorrowful
submission, and say with. Job, “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath

taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

¢ Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine
M) life and death attend;

Thy presence through my journey shine,
Aud crown my journey’s end.”

Vou. XLIV. June, 1888. '
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What a shock has the many sudden bereavements recently produced
in the domestic circles of our departed brethren, also in the respective
Churches over which they so long presided; yea,and inthe entire section
of the Baptist body to which they belonged.

ARE THE STRICT BAPTISTS DYING OUT ?

Many persons not in sympathy with our views of the primitive faith
and order of the Church of Christ are crying out with a sort of half-
triumphant sneer, “ Ah, the fathers of the Strict Baptist Churches,
where are they? The mighty leaders in the denomination are rapidly
being taken away, and the days of the remaining few are numbered: when
they are gone, what will become of the Strict Baptists?” Those who
speak thus are not friends of the cause of truth. This kind of pessi-
mistic clamour we have repeatedly heard from certain quarters since our
boyhood. This was the popular cry long before then with regard to
James Wells, John Foreman, Samuel Milner, John Andrew Jones,
Charles Waters Banks, and other kindred spirits of the past. Although
all these gracious men have been taken away, God still carries on His
work. His work will never stop for want of men and means to effect it.
None could possibly feel more keenly than we do the serious loss the
Church of Christ has been called to endure within the past few months.
But shall we sit down in despair? Never. Blessed be the Lord we have
no reason whatever to tremble to-day for the ark. With full respect to
departed worth, we believe there are many good men and true yet in the
denomination—rising men, thinking men, praying men, who, like those
sterling brethren that have gone to rest, are deeply imbued with the spirit
of Christ, and are determined by the help of God to follow the New
Testament fathers in the good old paths of divine truth. Nevertheless,
our faith is now betng greatly tried on behalf of the pastorless Churches.
There is, indeed, very much need of fervent prayer for the Lord to send
more labourers into His vineyard. We say, with good old John
Berridge,—

“ As one Elijah dies, true prophet of the Lord,
Let some Elisha rise to preach the Gospel Word;

And fast as sheep to Jesus go,
May lambs recruit His fold below.”

MR. ANDERSON’S BIRTH AND PARENTAGE,

Mr. J. S. Anderson, we learn from a note by the late Mr. C. W.
Banks in the EarTHEN VESSEL for October, 1877, page 299, first drew
breath on May 18th, 1818, in an ancient farm-house situated in the
rugged and mountainous neighbourhood of Stanhope, in the county of
Durham, and north of the banks of the river Weir. There were twelve
children in family, seven sons and five daughters, and the subject of this
brief memoir was the tenth child. His father being a farmer, the boy
John, like many of the Old Testament worthies, was taught early to tend
his father's flocks, to which eventful period of his life we have often
heard him refer with singular pleasure, By this practical course of
training in rural life he was enabled in after days to frequently draw
forcible illustrations from nature when setting forth the glorious Gospel
he so dearly loved. :
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HI8 MOTHER KILLED BY LIGHTNINCG.

Although we have no special record of his parents, we shonld judee
them both to have been godly people from their firm attachment to the
-old Scotch pastor of Wark, in Northumberland —.John Slate, after whose
name our departed brother was called, *“ JOHN SLATE ANDERsoN.” We
have often heard Mr. Anderson speak of his parents journeying on horse-
back many miles over hills, dales, and moors to hear their old favourite
minister preach the Gospel. It was in this old-fashioned mode of
travelling that his dear fond mother lost her life. On September 2nd.
1824, Mrs. Anderson, while riding across a lonely moor to hear Mr.
Slate preach, was instantaneously killed by lightning, and also her horse.
"This was a sad blow to the family, and especially to little master John,
who was then in his seventh year.

HIS CONVERSION UPWARDS OF FORTY-FOUR YEARS AGO.

An account of the inner and outer life of our deceased brother, as
narrated by himself many years ago, will, we are sure, he read with much
interest by many of our friends. We give the following in Mr. Ander-
-gon’s own words. He says, speaking of how he became a Christian, “ It
was not by birth, it was not by the sprinkling of a few drops of water
-on the forehead, which a good old man travelled many miles to do, and
then pronounced me ‘a member of Christ, a child of God, and an in-
heritor of the kingdom of hcaven.” This was a sad mistake, as my
future life proved; for I grew up to be a godless youth, and a leader in
all sorts of wickedness, When funds and other circumstances would
admit, my evenings were spent at the village public-house, when every
sinful desire was gratified as far as possible. One Saturday night
(which would be now npwards of 44 years ago) I formed a resolution to
go home early and sober for once, and, although with some difticulty, the
resolve was carried out. On leaving the village, I began to congratulate
myself on my good behaviour, and formed some plans of reform: buc
in the midst of this, something seemed to say within me, If I died that
night I should go to hell. It came as quick as lightning, and with a
power quite beyond description. In a few moments the sins of my past
life stood before me in black array. The claims of a righteous, but
broken law, were thundered in my soul.”

MR. ANDERSON'S FIRST PRAYER.

He continues:—‘* The claims of a righteous, but broken law, were
thundered in my soul. After proceeding about a mile I rolled my
Scotch plaid round my neck to keep out the driving snow, and knels
beside the stump of an old oak tree, and tried to pray, but found no
relief, I could neither eat, sleep, or work as heretofore, and some
thought I had gone mad. It is hardly necessary to say that old com-
panions and old habits were forsuken, and all means used to get rid of my
burden, which for weeks grew heavier. At last the Wesleyans heard of
my case, and got me to their meetings, the only places of worship I knew
«of except the parish church. They prayed with and for me, and urged
me but to believe and be saved. Gladly would I, but conld not. Then
they told me it was my own fault, and if I perished I was making my
hell tenfold hotter. At length I got some gleams of hope—felt my heart
warined with love to Jesus—and talked about it like a child, and
especially to my old companions.”
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DIRECTED BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE TO LONDON.

“Soon after this, by a mysterious Providence, my steps were directed
to London. That was in the year 1842; and never can the desolate
fecling be forgotten when first I found myself in the busy streets of the
great Babylon. I was almost as ignorant as the animals I had been
accustomed to drive, not having the slightest knowledge of the plan of
salvation, and could read very imperfectly. Being cast entirely among
strangers, and ungodly persons, I fell into sin; this was followed by
despair, and a very desperate attempt to drown conviction. But it was
truly ‘ kicking against the pricks.” I tried to return to the Bible, to
prayer, and to the Wesleyan Chapel. For a time the conflict was sharp;
the order was to sin and repent. At length conscience prevailed, and I
tried to be a good Methodist, and worked in earnest. But being brought
into contact with an old Calvinist, he took every prop from under me,
and after a severe conflict, I came to the conclusion that election was
true, but I was not chosen, and must perish. Soon after this my steps
were directed to the Baptist Chapel in Waterloo-road, where a half-and-
half Calvinist preached—the late Mr. Branch. He was the means of
showing me the plan of salvation, and bringing my poor soul into some
degree of liberty. I was baptized, and became a member of his Church.
After a time the contradiction of free-will and free-grace in the ministry
was detected, and I was amongst the unhappy people who ¢ cannot hear.’
I never, however, sat under a better ministry than that of Mr. B.; for
becoming engaged in the London City Mussion, 1 had to search out
truth for myself, and the process lasted about twelve years before I fully
enjoyed the glorious liberty of the sons of God.”

HIS CALL TO THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

“ When the star of hope first dawned upon my soul, I felt a strong
desire to communicate my feelings to others; and in the North of
England held forth a few times ignorantly enough. But coming to
London put a stop to that ultimately. I sought and obtained employ-
ment as a city missionary, and was in the habit of speaking from the
necessity of having to hold meetings in my district. I ultimately gave
up the missionary work, with the idea that I had gifts for the ministry.
But very soon, discovering the step to be a mistake, I returned to my
old employ of visiting the poor, and holding cottage meetings amongst
them, and entirely gave up the idea of ever becoming a pastor. My lot
being cast in a village near Brighton, I became associated with brethren
there who took me by the hand, and seemed to recognise me as a
preacher, and ultimately, Mr. Israel Atkinson recommended me as a
supply to the friends at Bethesda, St. Luke’s. The result was a call to
the pastorate, which led me to believe it was the Lord’s will I should
accept it.”

Mr. Anderson’s labours, as a missionary, at or near Brighton, reached
from 1851 to 1857, and where he had as many as 500 navvies to whom
to minister. About this time, a little chapel was erected for him at
Fishersgate, which, we believe, is still existing.

HIS FIRST PASTORATE.

Tn 1857 Mr. Anderson received a call (as alrcady stated) to the
pastorate of Bethesda Chapel, Lever-street, St. Luke’s, and in the
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November of that year his public recognition, as pastor, took place.
The brethren who officiated on the occasion were Samuel Milner, William
Palmer, Philip Dickerson, John Andrew .Jones, and Mr. Isaacs. In
this cause of truth he laboured about six years, with some amount of
success. Respecting his removal from this Church, he himself writes:
“ My mind was deeply exercised concerning my removal from St. Luke’s,
and at length I came to the conclusion to remove if the Lord opened the
-door. Having made known to a friend my feelings, he at once com-
municated with friend Kennard, and the result was a favourable one.”

HIS SETTLEMENT AT ZION, NEW CROSS-ROAD.

In 1863 Mr. Anderson received a hearty and unanimous invitation
from the Church at Zion Chapel, New Cross, to become their pastor.
This call he accepted, and his public recognition occurred on Wednesday,
March 80, 1864. On this eventful occasion, Mr. John Pells read the
Scriptures and offered solemn prayer. Mr. George Murrell (a grand old
father in Israel) then delivered an address on The Divine Appointment of
the Christian Ministry. In the afternoon of the day an able address,
-on the Design of the Ministry, was given by Mr. George Wyard, and
brethren Milner, Dickerson, Alderson, Meeres, Bland, and others, took
part in the evening service. Years previously, Mr. W. Felton, who
had laboured with happy success at Zion, was followed by Mr. G. Wyard.

MR. ANDERSON’S BRIEF STAY AT BRADFORD, AND RETURN TO LONDON.

After a few years, Mr. Anderson resigned his pastorate at Zion, New
Cross, and removed, in the June of 1867, to Bradford, in Yorkshire,
and became the pastor of Sion Chapel in that town. In this place he
laboured about two years, and returned to his much loved people at New
Cross, in January, 1869. His removal to Bradford does not (humanly
speaking) seem to have been attended with holy blessing, but caused
him sorrow of heart, as also the dear friends at Zion. On his return,
however, to his London flock at New Cross, the Lord very graciously
honoured him, and smiled upon his ministerial labours, and which He
~continued to do up to the time of his death.

THE LORD'S BLESSING UPON MR. ANDERSON’S LABOURS AT ZION, AND
ELSEWHERE.

When Mr. Anderson re-commenced his labours at Zion, on the first
Lord's-day in January, 1864, there were but seventy members upon the
Church books, and upon the 24th anniversary of his pastorate in
February last, the Church numbered 270, twenty-three having been
added during the past year. Mr. Anderson has left the Church, Sabbath-
school, and the various Societies connected with the cause, In a very
healthy condition, and we trust that a suitable pastor will soon be found
to fill the vacant office.

Mr. Anderson was not only a sound and savoury preacher of the
Barnabas type (Acts iv. 36), but the large share of personal confidence
he possessed, with strong mental courage, and great deliberateness of
manner, rendered him useful in other departments of Christian labour.
Hga will, in consequence of these valuable qualifications, be materially
missed in the public work connected with the Metropolitan Association
«of  Strict Baptist Churches, of which he had been President during the
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years 1876-9, and 1887-8. He was also President of the Pastors”
Conference during 1887.

THE “SILENT MESSENGER’™ AND ITS EDITOR.

Mr. Anderson was known, as a writer, principally in the Silent
Messenger, a little halfpenny monthly serial, which he originated and
edited, and which had reached, at the time of his death, to No. 132. At
the cnd of this number our departed brother writes as if conscious of
his speedy dissolution. He says, “ Climb to Pisgah's top, and you shall
see all the land of promise, and in the hope of reaching it lose all your
fears—*look up!’” He wrote a large number of hymns, a few of which
appear in Stevens’ Selection, which he re-arranged some years ago. Most
of them have been published in the Silent Messenger month by month.

W. WINTERS, Editor.
Chuarch Yard, Waltham Abbey, Essex.

MR. ANDERSOX’S ILLNESS, DEATH, AND BURIAL.

WE are obligingly indebted to Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong, Mr. C. Taylor,.
and Mr. W. J. Wintle, and others, for kind letters relative to the last
hours of the life of Mr. Anderson. Mr. Armstrong writes, under date,
April 21, 1888:—

Dear Mz. WixTers,—It is with much grief 1 write to acquaint youw
with the removal of our beloved pastor, Mr. J. S. Anderson, by the hand
of death. He fell asleep a few minutes before ten last evening, after about
forty-eight hours’ intense suffering. He had been attacked by his old
complaint a fortnight previously, but thought it was slighter than on for-
mer occasions, and was helped to fulfil his engagements up to Wednesday
evening last, when he preached as usnal, and presided at the meeting of the
Committee of the Tract and Benevolent Society, although, at t:hfa time, he
was feeling acute pain. On reaching home he went to bed, and his medical
man was fetched, but nothing serions was expected, until a short time
before his death, when Dr. Geodbart, Head Physician of Guy's Hospital,
was summoued, but did not arrive until after life had fled, and his
ransomed spirit bad entered within the pearly gates, where he beholds
the King in His beauty, and is at home for ever with the Lord he loved
and served so faithfully bere below.

May I ask an interest in the prayers of the Lord’s people for her who
is left behind, that grace may be given to sustain her under this crgshmg
blow, and to the Church, that wisdom and grace may be afforded in this
new experience of widowhood.

Yours in the Lord Jesus,
T. G. C. ArMsTRONG, Church Sec.
171, Malpas-road, Brockley, 8.E.

MR. W. J. WINTLE'S LAST INTERVIEW WITH MR. ANDERSON.

Referring to Mr. Anderson's last sermon, Mr. Wintle says:—

My pear BrorHER WiNTkrs,—You may be interested to know, that
after the sermon. he was talking to me for some time, mainly about a
Church for whom he wanted me to preach. He was then in great pain,
which he attributed to indigestion, and said he thonght he must consult
a physician. I suggested to him that he needed a rest. He replied, “ Ah,
that’s just it, but how can I think of resting, with all my preaching
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engagomentsP”’ So I said “ Good night,” little thinking it was for the last
time. The Lord has cancelled his engagements, and given him the rest he
s0 much needed. Yours very sincerely,
W. James WINTLR.
39, Sutherland-square, Walworth, 8.E., May 1, 1888.

JOHN BLATE ANDERSON.—AN ACROSTIC.

OINED with the white-robed choir above,
ver the cold dark stream,

e, whom the Spirit's fire of love
ourish’d with Jesu’s beam,

ings to the Lamb the vernal song,
earnt by the blest alone,

ids in their praise the sunlit throng,
hroned in the victor's throne,

1ders, and odours, and harps among.

> BHEpHe ZEHow

rmed with the Holy Spirit’s sword,
N one coald his voice withstand;
D octrine and precept from the Lord,
E ach in his prospering hand.
R ests he indeed; and, bowe now reached,
§ ees Him he served below,
O wns the great love he gladly preached,
N ever a pang to know.
Bamsey, Huonts. 8. KEVAN.

THE FUNERAL SERVICE IN ZION CHAPEL, NEW CROSS.

Long before the time of the arrival of the funeral procession at the
chapel, a large number of friends had gathered within its hallowed walls
to unite in the solemn service. At about 2.80 the coffin was bronght
into the chapel and placed below the pulpit, which was draped in
mourning. The mourners having become seated, Mr. E. Mitchell, of
Guildford, who presided at the service, announced hymn No. 1. (specially
printed), which was solemnly sung:—

“Why do we mourn departing friends?
Or shake at Death’s alarms!

'Tis but the voice trat Jesus sends,
To call them to His arms.”

Mr. R. E. Sears, of Whitechapel, offered very earnest and appropriate
rayer. Mr. J. L. Meeres, who seemed weak and unwell, gave out hymn
0. 2, which, he said, was composed by our departed brother:—
“ We seek that country where
The ransomed millions are,
Who went before.
In songs sublime they sing,
The glories of their King,
Who did them safely bring,
To that blest shore,”
Mr. C. Masterson, of Brighton, then read several portions of Scrip-
tare in a very savoury and orderly mauner.

OH, FOR ANOTHER J. S. ANDERSON!

Mr. J. H. Lynn, President of the Mctropolitan Association of Strict
_Bnpt.lsb Churches, ascended the pulpit, and delivered an able address,
in the course of which, speaking of Mr. Anderson, he said: We speak of
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loss and bereavement, but let our chief thoughts be of his divine Lord
and Master, whom he long loved and faithfully served. We know not
where to look among men for another like him. Let us, therefore, look
to Him who gave us our brother, and who made him what he was as a
Christian and a minister of the Gospel. We miss him, whose ministry
was weighty and fruitful. He was a true servant of Jesus Christ, who
alone can fill up his place, and whose service consumed him. Qur bro-
ther was raised above all the bitterness of sect and party, but not out-
side of truth. The Lord ever honours them who homour Him. I ask
you all to bear before the Lord in the arms of your faith our beloved
sister, the cherished relict of him whose memory we love. He is with his
Lord now. We do not speak of him as our late brother. The saints
above and those on earth arenot a divided host. It is not a theory, but
a Bible fact, that “ Ye are come nnto Mount Sion, and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com-
pany of angels, to the general assembly and Church of the firstborn,
which are written in Heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect.” Our brother is with Christ. Let us
then seek to remember that we should not be selfish, for selfishness is
rebellion. Our divine Master said, “ If ye loved Me, ye would rejoice,
because I said, I go unto the Father.” May we not rejoice to-day that
our beloved brother has gone to his Father’s house on high?  The -
beantiful hymn he composed and published only a short time before his
death is expressive of the closing scene of a true soldier of Christ, and
of his own happy departure. The two last verses run thus:—
¢ Fight on, believer, you must win,
Take courage and be brave,
The Lord whose blood atoned for sin,
Is mighty still to save.

When from the gloomy grave He rose,
He vanquished all His people’s foes.”
“ Yousoon shall see His sweet command,—
‘Now lay thy weapone down,
And on thy head with My own hand
I’1] place this golden crown.
‘Well done, thou faithful one, well donel!
The battle’s fought, tbe victory’s wonl”

After Mr. Lynn’s excellent speech, which was listened to with
marked attention, Mr. Sears gave out hymn 3, :
In vain my fancy strives to paint
The moment after death,
The glories that surround the saints
When yielding up their breath,”

and Mr. W. Hazelton offered solemn prayer.

THE CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS IN THE CHAPEL.

Mr. Mitchell, before closing the service in the chapel, gave a short
but very appropriate address, in the course of which he said:—

I could bave wished someone better qualified had been chosen for' the
position I occupy ; yet there is little need to eulogise our departed bro~
ther. His own works praise him. His life, and his long, honourable, and
successfol pastorate speak sufficiently of him. My personal acquaintance
dates back more than seventeen years. Located for a short time in this
neighbourhood, I heard the Word with profit from his lips. Two serinons
in particular I shall never forget, and which helped to form a union pever
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to be broken. Three texts of Scripture have occurred to my mind in con-
nection with our beloved brother’s departure. The first one our brother
Lynn has dwelt upon, “If ye loved Me ye would rejoice, because I said [ go
unto the Father.” Our hearts are sorrowful to-day, but our tears are for
ourselves. We shall never behold that manly form again, nor listen to
the calm, persuasive tones of his voice. We weep for ourself, for the
Church bereaved of a loved and honoured pastor, for our dear sister who
has lost her beloved partner. For John Slate Anderson we weep not. He
has gone to the Father’s house on high, and now beholds Him, whom, not
having seen, he loved. As we love Him, so we rejoice. The next text was
1 Chron. xxix. 28: “ He died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and
honour.” If we drop the riches, or interpret them spiritually, the words
will apply to our brother. “A good old age.” We could have wished that
our brother might have been spared for years to come, yet he was nearly
the same age as David. With some the strength of age is but labour and
sorrow. Not so with him. Time had laid his hand gently upon him. His
was a good, a green old age. His powers were continued. Fruit was ripe
and mellow. He was fat and flourishing in the courts of our God. « Full
of honour.” Some men outlive their reputation, and are forgotten ere they
die. Our brother removed in the zenith of his reputation. He was never
more honoured, esteemed, beloved, and useful than in his latest days. He
died full of the honour his God had put upon him. The third text was
Num. xxiii. 10: “ Let me die the death of the righteouns, and let my last end
be like his.” ’Tis with the righteous well, whatever may be the circum-
stances that attend his end. But to wear the harness to the last, to be
useful to the very close of our career, seems most desirable. There was no
long waiting interval for our brother. At his post, breaking the bread of
life to his people on Wednesday evening--supping with his Lord on Friday
night. We desire ever to say, “Choose Thou our inheritance for us.”
‘We would refer all things to the sovereign pleasure of our God. Yet we
could pray, “ May my last end be like his.”” We can bardly realise that
our brother is gone. May the Lord sanctify his removal to us. May we
follow the bright example he has left us, and may his departure effect, by
the power of grace, what his words failed to do in some of your hearts.

A telegram from Mr. John Box (who was staying at the Isle of
Wight for the benefit of his health), expressive of his devout fellowship
of sorrow for the bereaved, was then read by Mr. Mitchell.

Mr. C. Masterson announced hymn No. IV., “ For ever with the
Lord,” and Mr. J. H. Lynn concluded the service in the chapel with
earnest prayer and the benediction.

The outer coffin, which was partly covered with wreaths of flowers,
was of polished oak with solid brass fittings. A brass plate bore the
following brief inscription:—

JOHN SLATE ANDERSON,
Diel April 20th, 18SS.
AGED 69 YEARS.

THE SERVICE AT THE GRAVE.

The remains of our brother were conveyed to their last resting-place,
followed by six mourning coaches and eleven broughams. Beside the
relatives, friends of the deceased, and officers of the Church, the Metro-
politan Association of Strict Baptist Churches was represented by the
President, J. H. Lynn; Vice-President, C. Wilson; the Secretary, J.
Harris; the Solicitor, E. Mote, and the auditors, W. Kennard and A.
Steele. Those representing the Pastors’ Conference were: W. H. Evans,

N
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President; E. Langford, Vice-President. Members: J. H. Dearsly, W.
Horton, P. Reynolds, and C. Cornwell. Arriving at Brockley Cemetery,
a very large concourse of pcople had gathered together, and, notwith-
standing the efforts of the police, it was with difficulty that the friends
could get nearthe grave. The coffin having been gently lowered into the
tomb, Mr. Mitchell, in briefly emphasizing the certainty of the resurrcc-
tion, and referring to the sure grounds of our hope and comfort, touching
our honoured brother, said:

We are not of those who are careless of our bodies. We believe both
body and soul to be the purchase of the Saviour’s blood. In committing
the remains of our brother to the grave, we would testify our faith in the
glorious resurrection of the dead in Christ. How sweet are the words of
the apostle, “ Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first-
fruits of them that slept !”” The first-fruits were alike the pledge and the
pattern of the whole harvest. So with Christ. His resurrection is the sure
pledge of the resurrection of His people, and His glorious body the pattern
to which the body of His saints must be conformed. We commit these
remains to His keeping, in the sure and certain hope of a glorious resurrec-
tion. “Them that slept.” How delightful is that word! Saints do not
die, they sleep. Why do we sleep? In order that we may arise in the
morning refreshed and reinvigorated. So with the body. It must
slumber in the ground until the resurrection morning, when it shall arise
beautified, made spiritual and immortal, and then shall be brought to pass
the saying, * Death is swallowed up in victory.”

This tounching address was followed by a sympathetic prayer, specially
entreating the Lord’s blessing on, and comforting presence with the
widow; and blessing Him for robbing death of its sting and the grave
of its gloom. The friends were then dismissed with the benediction.

We trust the Lord will very graciously sustain and comfort the
beloved widow, and guide and support the Church in her solemn state of
widowhood, and help us all to live as our departed brother did, to the
glory of God, and for the good of precious souls. So prays affectionately
—TaE EpITon.

‘SKETCH OF MR. J. S. ANDERSON'S LAST SERMON.

Preached at Zion Chapel, New Cross Road, on Wednesday evening, April 18th,
1888. Two days before his death.

# It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast into hisgarden;
and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches
of it” (Luke xiii. 19).

Ovur Lord’s parables are not doctrinal, strictly speaking. That is to say,
we could not make a creed, or complete system of doctrine out of any or all
of them. They are intended to teach practical lessons of the workings of
Divine grace and of the duties of those who are the subjects of grace. The
parable of the mustard seed is intended to teach us the lessons that God’s
works have generally small beginnings, whether it be His planting the Chris-
tian Church in the world, or His placing the first seed of Gracein the hearts
of His chosen. “ Who hath despised the day of small thingsf” Why, nearly
all of us! But God does not. He is content to begin with small things. This
truth is illustrated:

1st. In the history of the Christian Church. The Gospel began to be
preached in a very small way. In an obscure part of the world 1t was first
proclaimed, and its first preachers consisted mainly of poor fishermen and
such like. Yet it has grown and become a great tree, and the Gentiles
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from every land are brought under its branches. We see another illustra-
tion of the same truth:

2nd. In the history of local Churches. Take this Church to which we belon g
for an example. Many years ago, 8o many that few are now living in our
fellowship who can remember the time, this Church was formed by a few
faithful men who lived around Deptford. = It was not a “split,” nor was it
started in opposition to any existing cause, but those men formed them-
selves into a Church of Jesus Christ on Strict Baptist principles because
there was no cause of that faith and order within reasonable distance
S0 it began in a small way and has seen many ups and downs since, but by
God’s grace it has steadily grown and now we see a goodly chapel with a
prosperous and peaceful Church. What hath God wrought! Again this
truth is to be seen:

3rd. In the work of grace in the soul. The first impressions made upon
the soul by the Holy Spirit are usually connected with some event that
appears small, and, perhaps, to the carnal eye, trifling. In my own case I
well remember how, many years ago, I received my first impression. It
was only by a sudden thought. “If I were to die now, where should [ go
to”? But that thought was the voice of the Spirit, and was the beginning
of a work of grace that led me to the feet of the Saviour.

Many of us probably could tell of a similar experience. Now in further
considering our text, I shall, by Divine help, direct your attention to two
things, first, the ground, and secondly, the growth:—

1. THE GROUND.—1st. It was * chosen” ground. The seed was sown in His
garden. Now the soul in whom grace works, belongs to tbe Father by
eternal choice. All our hearts are by nature like barren ground, full of
stones and weeds, but God in mercy chose out His people from the world
that they might be gardens wherein the plants of grace might grow. I
well remember when, more than fifty years ago, my father rewoved to
another farm, he found the garden a long way from the house, and so he
chose part of a field close to the house and had it turned into a garden, and
the old garden was sown with grass, and soon was like the rest of the field
in which it stood. So God chooses out His gardens.

2nd. Tt was “purchased” ground. Redemption costs us nothing, but it cost
God something. Justice had to be satisfied; the claims of the law had to
be met, and at no less a cost than the death of Christ. “Ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver or gold; but with the precious
blood of Christ.” So by the death of Christ as a substitutionary sacrifice
for His people, all the elect were purchased as an eternal possession.

3rd. It was * enclosed” ground. It was a ‘‘garden.” When my father
chose his garden, the first thing done was to enclose it with a fence. And
s0 God has walled round His Church, and has fenced round each ransomed
soul as “a garden enclosed.”

4th. It was “ cultivated ” ground. In the case of my father's garden the
ground had to be trenched two feet deep. Many loads of stones had to be
removed, and good soil brought from a distance to take their place. And
there is a great work of grace to be done in changing the stony heart into
a heart of flesh.

II. T erowrH.—1st. The seed was vital. We are told that it sprang
up. This is not always the case with natural seed. Twelve months ago I
planted some French beans and did all I could to make them grow, but
not one of them ever came up. Now it is not so with the grace of God.
‘When that is implanted in the soul, it always grows. It must grow.
There is no failure with God. There is life in the seed, though there may
not be much in the man who sows it.

2nd. The seasons were favourable. The weather is not always very favour-
able to the earthly farmer or gardener, but it always is favourable to the
Heavenly Sower. At one time it is the genial sunshine of God’s loving
smile, the summer time of prosperity. At another the showers of blessing,
the dews of grace; while at another the frosts and snow of affliction are
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sent. These last are just as necessary as the sunshine and the showers,
for without them the work of grace would be incomplete.

3rd. The wncrease was marvellous, What a growth! The tiny seed
becomes a great shrub; a shelter for the birds! The oak was in the
acorn once, and who can tell the depths of grace? What were we onceand
what are we now? Though we are very far from being what we should
wish to be, yet when we look back and sce the greatness of the change, we
can only wonder at what God has wrought in us by His grace. God grant
that we may all increase in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and if there
are any here who have no witness of this change on them, may the Lord
graciously begin a good work in their souls for Christ’s sake.

I have preached to you to-night in great pain. I felt better before I
commenced, but it has come on again, and so if I have not preached as
brightly as I might otherwise have done, you must please to excuse it
It can’t be helped. I daresay I shall be better soon.

[We are obligingly indebted to our friend and brother, Mr. W. J. Wintle,
for the above sketch of Mr. Anderson’s last sermon.—ED.].

LINES IN MEMORY OF THE LATE MR. J. S. ANDERSON,
OF NEW CROSS.

“ Death is swallowed wp in vietory.”—1 Cor. xv. 54,

ANOTHER soldier of the cross, The Church and congregation bless,
A warrior of the Lord, Lord, in their time of need;

Has gone to dwell in heaven above. Another shepherd quickly send,
And claim his great reward. Thy chosen flock to feed.

Though sudden was his heavenly call, Soon we shall hear the Saviour’s voice
From earth his prize to gain: Say, “Leave that house of clay:”

He now beholds his Saviour’s face, Like him, may we be ready found,
And shall for ever reign. That summons to obey.

No more on earth we'll hear his voice ‘We hope to meet around the throne,
His Master’s name proclaim; With all the hosts adored;

But, happy thought, we can rejoice, Rejoice and sing, and like him be,
That we shall meet again. “For ever with the Lord.”

Stepney. TrOMAS EDWIN MOORE.

THE FUNCTIONS AND MINISTRY OF THE HOLY
GHOST IN THE BODY OF CHRIST.

A Paper read at the Annual Gathering of the Metropolitan Association of
Strict Baptist Churches, held at Soho Chapel, Shaftesbury Avenue, on
Tuesday, March 13, 1888,

By Grorce W. SHEPHERD.
(Minister of Mount Zion Chapel, Hill Street, Dorsct Square.)
( Concluded from page 140.)
E are now within measnrable distance of that conclusion to which
you are doubtless by this time looking. We crave your patient
attention a few moments longer, however, while we briefly review the

METBODS EMPLOYED by the Holy Ghost in the discharge of His official

respopsibilities. First in importance we name the inspiration of holy

Scripture. A paper on that subject alone might not be out of place at

some futurc Association meeting. We have only room for a few remarks.

Whether in converting the soul, enlightening the understanding,

instructing the mind, or comforting the heart of the people of His

charge, the written Word is the Holy Spirit’s one great instrument, To
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that Word alonc we go to learn how (fod saves a sinner. The facts
we belicve, the promises we grasp, the precepts to which we bow as
individual Christians, are all derived from this source. It is the Koh-i-
noor, or mountain of light, that has enriched more paupers than princes.
As Churches, moreover, our distinguishing doctrines, our observance of
ordinances, and the rules of our Church government, are framed in
accordance with this infallible standard.

But perhaps as an Association we stand alone in believing that every
part of the Word of God is verbally inspired. 7ranslutors may make
mistakes, may allow prejudices to get the better of conscientiousness, but
as to the originals, “ holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost,” exercising no personal control over their productions. ~The
word is not their word, but His word, and as such is mighty in His hands,
so mighty in fact that often when the sense is mangled and mutilated by
the preacher, the Word does its own work in spite of him. It is not,
in fact, too much to say of many preachers that they owe more to what
the Word of God has done in spite of them than ever they did to what
it has done through them.

This reflection, however, leads us to another point. The inspiration
of Scripture being acknowledged as the chief instrument in the Holy
Spirit’s ministry, we may place next the choice and qualification of the
evangelist. 'We have no time to spare even a passing word on the ever-
increasing crowd of self-constituted preachers, or the still larger crowd of
ecclesiastics who could not preach at all if it were to save their souls.
The Holy Ghost chooses His own ministers. And in nothing is His
sovereign pleasure more apparent than in this, for He commonly selects
those who, either physically, or as to circumstances of &uth and
education, are about the last persons in the world whom we should expect
to be employed in such a service. The apostle Paul was a man of great
mental attainments, but he had a thorn in the flesh nevertheless, and
there never was a minister worth his salt without one. Where it is, and
what it is, is our own affair, and if we are reticent on the subject, so also
was the apostle himself.

Again, the Holy Spirit fixes the locality where His ministers are to
labour. We often read in relation to politics of round pegs being stuck
into square holes, and square pegs into ronnd ones; but the Holy Ghost
never makes this mistake.

Beloved brethren in the ministry, we are where we should be, where
the Holy Ghost has work for us to do. That work may approach its
completion, and we may be wanted elsewhere, or no longer wanted at
all; but it should and does strengthen our hands to feel and to know
that God, and not man, has allotted us both our sphere and our labour.
Once more, the Holy Ghost determines where the Gospel shall nof be
preached, as ready as where it shall. The apostle Paul and his com-
panions were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the Word in Asia—
they assayed to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit suffered them not.

The condition of the heathen world is a solemn subject, and ever has
been, not more so, however, than the condition of the ungodly anywhere,
but in either case it is perfectly clear that God vouchsafes His Gospel and
the blessings attending it where, when, and how He pleases.

Yet once more let us observe that nstrumentality alone effects nothing.
It is said that there is wealth enough in the Christian Church to place a
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Bible in the hands of every human adult on the face of the earth.
Possibly,—especially if we include under the term Christian all that goes
by that name. But the Holy Spirit is not dependent on the wealth or
will of the Church in this or any age. Hundreds of thousands possess
Bibles in this land of ours to-day, and what use do they make of them?
The truth is, neither the Bible, nor the sanctuary, nor the ministry, i
themselves, ate effectual. There still nceds, with all these, the Holy
Spirit’s personal influence on the keart and mind. He alone puts heaven’s
l2fe into the soul, heaven’s light into the nnderstanding. He alone con-
vinces of sin in a saving sense, and He alone brings the guilty culprit to
the cross of the Redeemer. He alone can apply the word with power,
cansing the lame man to leap as the hart, and the tongne of the dumb to
%ing, making waters to break out in the wilderness, and streams in the
esert.

Throughout the whole period of the Christian life the joy and peace
in believing, the comfort in tribnlation, the sweetness enjoyed in the
means of grace, liberty in prayer, and pleasure in service, and, in a word,
all that distinguishes real and vital religion from the merely outward
forms of it, are due to His personal influence in the soul. And in the
solemn moment of death that same personal influence must needs be
exercised. Through it alone can the mind triumph over the otherwise
distasteful surroundings of dissolution. The dying Christian is aware
that death is the result of sin, and that the strength of sin is the law,
and also that that law is the unchangeable law of his unchangeable God.
But the Holy Ghost gives him the victory, as He enables him to appre-
hend Christ as the righteous and all-sufficient Saviour, and to understand
and realise that his peace has been made by the blood of the cross, and
so willingly, nay, eagerly, to submit to the inevitable stroke, and believ-
ingly to regard it as the needful and merciful pathway to everlasting bliss.

Shall we dispense with the ministry of the Holy Ghost in heaven?
Most certainly not. And let us say that we should grieve to think so.
In that glorious world the Father will still be our Father. How sad to
think otherwise. Jesus will still be our * Husband,”  Brother,”
“¥riend.” What would heaven be else? And the Holy Spirit will
still be our Nluminator, and the teacher of our glorified minds. It is
impossible that the Holy Spirit should do all He has promised to do for
us In the brief space allotted to man upon earth. Let us look at our
Saviour's own words, which some may have wondered that we have not
quoted before, but we have kept the best wine for the last. ¢ All things
that the Father hath are Mine; therefore said I that He shall take of
Mine and shall show it unto you” (John xvi. 15). All things that the
Father hath—these are to be brought before the saints by the Holy
Spirit, and surely this will need an eternity to accomplish.

Brethren, we love, and we ought to love the Holy Ghost. To Him
we owe all we know spiritually, all we believe, all we feel, and all we
realize. We have never wept tears either of sorrow or of joy but He
has made them flow. We have never wrestled at the throne of mercy,
or felt clasped to the breasts of love, but He has brought us there. We
have never said either “ Thy will be done,” or “ et thee hence, Satan,”
but He has given us the grace. And in that pure and holy state to
which we look, and for which we long, His continued influence shall
enable us to see “the King in His beauty” ever and without inter-
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mission before our enraptured eyes. Through Him shall we comprehend
what is the breadth and length, and depth and height, and know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, and be filled with all the
fulness of God.

The Holy Ghost shall make us differ from angels, see God as they
cannot, and know Him as they cannot, and through His effectual work-
ing in every member of the glorified body, the bride of the Lamb, to
make the abundant grace, through the thanksgiving of many, redound
to the glory of God.

HEAVENLY DEW.

A TFew THoueHTS oN HosEa XII. 5.
By W. Kg&rn, IrgswicH.
*1 will be as the dew unto Israel.”

ONLY living plants need the dew, only the living child seeks it, with,

“ let some droppings fall on me, ¢ven me’; and He that loves their
souls has here promised to supply their needs. In His exalted position
as a Prince and a Saviour, He, by the mighty influence of the Holy
Spirit, will be as the dew unto them. This sacred influence is unseen
in its approaches to the living soul, also it is silent in all its movements in
the bosom; no noise, no thunder, but a heavenly stillness. It is also so
gentle in all its operations on the inner man. It never injures, but is
very reviving in its effects. It softens the heart, and refreshes the spirit,
and lifts up the soul to God, in holy contemplation, and sacred adoration;
it is also very penetrating in its nature, it penetrates through coldness,
hardness, carelessness, and is a mighty power to remove and banish the
same. It is also very abundant in its manifestations, rising over all
obstructions, causing the parched ground to become a pool, and the dry
land springs of water; turning the very desert into the garden of
the Lord, filling up every aching void, and causing the hope to be lively,
the mind to be spiritual, and the soul to be glad, also causing the
believer to look up, and to lift up his head, and go forward to the mark
for the prize. It is also entirely free, without money and price, so
suited to the poor, to the empty-handed, to the ruined, and to the
outcast; without money come to Jesus Christ and buy; and then, whenever
received, so welcome, so precious, so advantageous, so blessed, so that
wheresoever this dew or influence descends, there the weak one becomes
strong in the Lord, the timid one becomes bold and courageous, the
halting one goes on his journey refreshed, the distant one draws nigh his
God and Father, so this is a very important promise,and when realized,
marks out the recipient as a favourite of heaven, as a child of the great
Family, as a follower of the great Master, connected with the eternal
throne, covered by the gracious Hand, sheltered in the bleeding side, and
is one that no evil shall befall. no storm shall injure, no foe destroy, for
where the dew has fallen, there no condemnation can come. Dew and
damnation cannot alight on the same spot, settle on the same head, come
on the same person; so if we can prove He has been as the dew unto us,
then He is our Friend and Brother, and Portion, yea, our all in all.

But on the other hand, how solemn, how dreadful, how awful, to live
and dis without needing the dew, without seeking it, without receiving
it; nothing but eternal darkness, desolation, destruction, and damnation,
awaits such an unhappy soul, So says the Scriptures. Amen.
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“THE YEAR OF JUBILER.”

‘“ It shall be a Jubilee unto you.”—Lev. xxv. 10,

[This being our brother Robert Edward Sears’ Jubilee year, the following
interesting sketch of his life, which appeared in Life and Light, July,
1883, will, we are sure, be hailed by all our beloved readers with a
hearty welcome. We sincerely wish our dear brother many more years
of happy and successful labour in the miunistry of the Gospel, and that

at last he may be gathered to his fathers in peace, in the * Land o’ the
Leal,” as says old Shirley—

“'Twere happy if I may find a lodging there at last,
Though my poor soul get thither upon crutches,”

so says—THE EpITOR. ]

NOTES FROM THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MR. R. E. SEARS, PASTOR OF
LITTLE ALIE STREET, WHITECHAPEL.

OD said unto Moses, “I will make all My goodness pass before

thee;” and it passes before us in owr own personal experience, and

we record it here in praise of the sovereign grace and matchless love of
our covenant God. I might have been left to perish in my sin, for,—

* Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room ;
When thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?

'Twas the same love that spread the feast,
That sweetly forced us in;

Else we had still refused to taste,
And perished in our sin.”

MY BIRTH AND PARENTAGE.

1 first saw the light of natural life on the 22nd of May, 1838, and
it was wy happy privilege to have parents who loved and served the
Lord, both being earnest and active members of the Baptist Church,
Hill-street, Dorset-square, then under the pastorate of Mr. John
Foreman. 1 have heard my father say that when he first took me in
his arms he presented me to God. It is no small mercy to commence
life in a baptism of earnest prayers. Dear reader, have you a praying
mother? Esteem her as a priceless treasure. Have you a God-fearing
father? Honour him and obey him in the Lord, for this is right.

Forgive me, reader, if I pause to lay

A GARLAND ON MY PARENTS’ TOMB.

Dear and gentle mother, thy Robert loves thee still; long gone from
sight, but always a living reality in the shrine of memory. Thy children
call thee blessed; and blessed be God for all the holiness, gentleness,
patience, and beauty of thy life! Honoured father, thy counsels are not
forgotten; thy prayers God continues to amswer; and in thy footsteps
we fain would tread.

CHILDHOOD.

Very early in life I had convictions of sin and desires after God;
but they were of a transient nature; they came and went like the dew
of the morning. When only nine or ten years of age, *Janeway’s
Token for Children,” and “Bunyan’s Pilgrim's Progress,” were read
with deep interest. I used nightly to repeat the prayer my mother
tanght me, and sometimes I added a few words of my own. When quite
a little boy my mother was very ill; and I believe that “ Lord, spare my
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mother,” was true prayer, for God answered it. When about twelve
years of age I left off my form of prayer; but, even then, conscience
accused me, and often I was constrained to repeat the words in hed.

SIN A BURDEN.

At the age of fourteen years, (God was pleased to deepen my convic-
tions, so that sin became a burden; and from that time I was never left
to give up seeking the Lord. The instrumentality employed was an
address by my own dear father. (Blessed be God that my ministry
has been blessed to at least five of my dear children). The subject of
my father’s address was the lust judyment, and it was given in the
Sunday-school at the close of the afternoon teaching. Oh, the longing
I had to be one of God’s people, so that at the last day I might hear the
welcome, ¢ Come, ye blessed of My Father.” I knew that God’s people
were a praying people; and on returning home I went to my room, and
kneeling down I cried, “Lord, feach me how to pray.” And now I began
to see my lost and ruined state as a sinner in God’s sight; and Iresolved
to be good and serve the Lord; for alas! although brought up under
a free grace ministry I was full of free will. It seemed so reasonable to
me that I should do what I could; for, thought I, How can I expect
God to bless me nnless I do what I can? Oh, the wretchedness and
misery of those days! The more I tried the worse I became. I longed
for the light, but darkness far more dense encompassed me. The day
when a fresh resolution was made was sure to be a day of greater sin.
How I longed for some friendly hand to guide me; but I dared not
reveal my feelings to anyone. Many and many a time did I shut myself
in my room and bitterly weep over my sad state. I wanted to be a
Christian, but feared I never should be; and what seemed so strange to
me, there were times when I seemed to have no burden and very little
anxiety, Then came the suggestion—doubtless from the devil—You
had better think no more about religion: if you are to be saved you
will be saved. But He who had begun the good work in me would
not leave me. God was preparing me to receive salvation as a free
gift. He was preparing me to prize salvation all of sovereign grace.
God was showing me the worthlessness of my own works that I might
be saved by the work of Christ alone. Well do I remember one night
thinking over my sad state, for T had been trying for a long time, and
had miserably failed in everything; and I thought, I never shall be one
of God's people; but ok, how I longed to be. My hope that night was
gone. No star of promise shone to cheer me; and, falling prostrate
upon the ground, I could only groan, “ God be merciful to me a sinner.”
It was God's work to bring meto that. He humbled me that He might
exalt me; and now I had

THE MORNING STAR OF HOPE.

_ T attended a Bible-class, of which I was a member, conducted by Mr.
Tinson, now the superintendent at Hill-street. ~The subject that Thurs-
day evening was “ Mercy,” and “I obtained mercy,” and could sing,—

*Is Christ the Door! then here I'll wait;
Thanks to His Name! ’tis not too late;
Though late I come, and vile and poor,
God will receive me at this Door.”

(Lo be continued.)
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THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN.

Tell Me Not of “Jesus Only.” A poem
by E. Wilkinson, As precious as his
sermons.

Ebenezer @ A Serviee of Praise, Com-
piled by Albert Steele. An excellent
arrangement, and worthy of Deing
frequently recited.

Boston Monday Lecturcs, By Joseph
Cook. Grand and good; but not our
style altogether.

Twentieth Contury Tracts: 7. Utter-
aner. By F. J.Brown, 46, Swallow-street,
Birmingham. This tract utterly con-
founds us. Either we are woefully dull,
or our author is profoundly deep. The
fact is, if Mr. Brown had more doors of
utteranee opened to him, he would find
less time than he does for writing such
mysterious papers as the one before us.

The Doctrinal Basis of the Strict
Baptist Chureh at Orford-hill, Norwich.
Compiled by the pastor, Mr. George
Pung. Well done, brother Pung. May
many more of our pastors and Churches,
go and do likewise.

Mctropolitan  Association of Strict
Baptist Churches’ Annual Record, 1888,
&c. The report of the joint secretaries
(Mr. John Box and Mr. John Harris) for
the year 1887 is full of encouragement
and signe of progress. The Churches at
Watford, Clapham (Courland-grove and
Bedford-road), Brixton (Tabernacle),and
Sutton-at-Hone have been added during
the year, and the associated Churches
now number fifty. The statistics show
the totals to be—members, 3,779; bap-
tisms, 171; Sunday-school teachers, 562,
and scholars, 5,.996. The financial condi-
tion of the Association continues to rise,
and the Magazine, the E. V. and G, H.,
“{s securing the patronage of an increas-
ing number of readers.” This is indeed
cheering. The Annual Record contains
memorials to the Queen and Prime
Minister respecting the dispatch of Her
Majesty the Queen to the Pope; and to
the Royal Commission on the Education
Acts. These were read at the 17th annual
meetizg by the worthy president, Mr.
John Hunt Lynn, and highly applauded.
In addition to these excellent and timely
memorials, the report contains a sum-
mary of the president's address, also an
outline of Mr. W, K. Dexter's address.
The first part of Mr. G. W. Shepherd’s
address delivered the same evening we
published in our last issue, and which is
continued in the present number. For
the addresses which have already
appeared (see April and May Nos.) in our
Magazine we have received many kind
and appreciative testimonies. Mr, Dex-
ter's address shall appear in due course.
‘We hope that in the next Annual Report
the Doctrinal Basis and Rules of the
Association will be given, as formerly.
It is more necessary than ever that they
should be kept prominently before the
Churches.

Notes on the “Down Grade” Con-
troversy ; Being a New Church Con-
tribution towards its Settlement, By J.
Deans. Our author is evidently a new
theology man by his bold assertion on
page 6 with regard to the old doctrines
and the new. His view of the atone-
ment (page 6) puzzles us, Mr. Deans
leaves the difficulty where he found it.

Creed or No Creed? With a Prefactory
Note by C. H. Spurgeon. The writer of
this pamphlet bases the question he
places before the Baptist Union upon
certain statements drawn from the
writings of ‘“the late venerable Dr.
Steane and the redoubtable Andrew
Fuller.,” If our readers wish to know
more about the guestion at issue, they
had better write to Passmore & Alabaster,
Paternoster-buildings, E.C. ,enclosingl3d.

Jesus Christ, the Resurrection Life and
Glory of His Body the Church. By J.
Godsmark, London: R. Banksand Son,
Racquet-court, Fleet-street (price 2d.,
post free 23d). This isa very sound and
appropriate production for the times.
In it Mr. Godsmark powerfully shows
the nature of the spiritual resurrection
in the new birth, and the future resur-
rection and final destiny of the ungodly.
‘We earnestly ask our friends to give Mr.
Godsmark's pamphlet a quiet and prayer-
ful reading.

Shiloh: A Few Meditations on the
Person, Work, Offices, Charaeter, and
Names of Jesus Christ. By Alfred H.
Wood, of Hastings. To be had of J. C.
Pembrey, 164, Walton-street, Oxford,and
‘W. Wileman, 34, Bouverie-street, London
(price 1s.). This neat little volume of
sacred poetry is brim full of the sweet
gpirit of Christ. It will be appreciated
by lovers of evangelical hymns.

The Plenary Inspiration of the Holy
Seriptures. By Dr. Gaussen; with Pre-
factory Note by Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.
London: Passmore and Alabaster, Pater-
noster Buildings (3s. 6d.). This work
will prove of 1mmense value to Bible
students in the present sceptical age.
Dr. Gaussen bases his work upon the
splendid facts that “all Scripture” (pasa
graphe) is divinely inspired, and that all
prophetic utterances are given by God.
“No restrictions; all Scripture is in
such wise a work of God, that it is
represented to us as uttered by the
divine breathing, just as human speech
is uttered by the breathing of a man's
mouth. The prophet is the mouth of
the Lord” (see page 60). Dr. Gaussen's
book had become scarce, which neces-
sitated the publication of the present
edition. The work is a library in itself.
and will be found invaluable in the
study of the sacred Scriptures, We
gincerely hope that every minister of
the Gospel will speedily become
poss](:ssed of a copy of this masterly
work,
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

THE DARK SIDE AND THE BRIGHT ;
SIDE.

>
BY JoEN WATERS BANKS,
Being a few lincs addressed to Samuel
Foster on the late J. 8. Anderson, and
the cause at Providenee, Islington,
My DEAR BROTHER,—Samuel Foster,—
I thank you for your kind, spiritual note
in reference to the removal of our much
loved friend and brother, J. S. Anderson,
Yes, it is true, as you say, *‘ the Churches
of truth will miss him.” He was like a
father among us, and was frequently
appealed to for advice and counsel, in
things spiritual and temporal, and I, for
one, can testify that he was ever wiﬂing
to give the benefit of his ready mind, on
matters touching the Church of God
with which his long experience had
made him familiar. God in His provi-
dence gave him a cool, deliberate, yet
very pleasing manner, and when he had
well-weighed any question that was
brought before him he pronounced his
opinion in a kind, forcible, telling way,
at the same time quite devoid of cold,
empty sentiment, with a‘“ Well, brethren,
I think you cannot do better than—.’
It had become quite natural among us,
in any case where superior judgment
was required, to “ask Mr, Anderson.”
He will be missed in this particular
sense, as well as, to all intents and
Surposes, in every society connected with

hurches of truth. This you no doubt
will find more fully entered into in the
editorial article by our esteemed brother
Winters, We most earnestly pray the
Lord to send in amongst us men whom
He has qualified for the ministry
similar to those whom He hast taken to
Himself. There is a severe shaking now
going on in the Open Communion camp;
there are some excellent men among
them, and should it please the Lord to
JSorce any into the Strict Baptist circle
on account of principle they would be
welcomed in His name. We cannot go
to them; nor will we forego that which
we hold dear for the sake of courting
the smile of any. OQur hope and prayer
is, that God will speedily and graciously
fill the spaces so unexpectedly rendered
void in our Churches.

These are very solemn times with us
as a denomination. But there isa bright
and dark side to every picture; the
bright side of this bereaving dispensa-
tions is with our translated brother; the
dark side is with his widow, the Church
at New Cross, and the causes of God
generally, N’evert,heless, while we
mourn, we will not munnur, for, while
there are great gaps made in our com-
munity, we have much to be thankful
for, because the Lord has not left Him-
self without witnesses, There are men
who do not shun to declare the whole
counsel of God. May these be streng-

thened spiritually, mentally, and physi-
cally, and their number increased.

Among the list of successful pastors
in the present day might be mentioned,
PHILIPS REYNOLDS, AT PROVIDENCE.
ISLINGTON, whose labours the Lord has
highly honoured. Just before Mr.
Reymolds came, eight years ago, some
thought the doors of old Providence
must be closed; but from the first of his
coming until now, the cause has gradu-
ally grown, and a new sanctuary erected.
where, on the 1st of May, the eighth
anniversary of Mr., Reynolds’ pastorate
was held. Mr. John Hunt Lynn preached
in the afternoon, and a public meeting
was held in the evening, presided over
by Mr. E. Harris, of Shouldham-street,
and addresses were delivered by Messrs.
Cornwell, Lester, Parnell,Welsh, Dexter.
Reynolds, and Willey. Now, Samuel,
there i3 no minister or Church of truth
in all the land more highly favoured
than is Mr. Reynolds’ with excellent
Christian deacons, they work together,
for the benefit of their pastor, the good
of the cause, and the glory of God,
most harmoniously; and God’s blessin,
rests upon every institution connect:
with the Church. Ever since Speld-
hurst-road was disposed of, I had not
joined any place, till very recently,
when, to the Church at Providence, for
membership I applied; and, after I had
stated before them a reason of the hope
I have that God has put His grace and
fear in my heart they gave me a hearty
welcome; and I was publicly received
into full communion, and my pastor,
Mr. Reynolds, on giving me the right
hand of fellowship, said the word he
had laid on his mind for me, was a
prayer which he found in Philippians i.
9, 10, 11. No better desire could be
expressed for anyone than is contained
in this very comprehensive prayer.
Look at the words, Samuel, and you will
find them to be full of savour and
sweetness, and when it is well with you.
plead with the Lord that they may
be verified in my dear pastor, in the
deacons, and every member of the
Church at * Providence,” and in the
whole of the Church of the living God.
In the world there is mothing but
unrest; it is, therefore, consoling under
all the changing vicissitudes of this life
tobeable to mix with a quiet, united, and
loving people as those at Highbury-
place, and worship the Three-One
God, 1n concord and true peace.

Should Mr. Reynolds, in hisnumerous
travels to dispense the word of life, come
in your direction this summer, [ will
get him to give you a visit.

Now may the God of all grace comfort.
sustain and support you in your lonely
affliction, is the prayer of yours in the
hope of the gospel,—JOBN W. BANKS.
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SIGNS OF BLESSING RESULTING
FROM THE “DOWN GRADE”
CONTROVERSY,

Tothe Editor of the “E. 1. & G. H.”

My DEAR SIR,—I deem it right and
proper at once to communicate informa-
tion concerning my change of views to
one who is Editor of the magazine which
represents the opinions of that branch
of the Baptist denomination to which I
am about to seek admission. I herewith
send you a copy of a letter which I have
written to Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, which
vou may insert in the F} V. & G. H., if
vou think any good is likely to result
therefrom. It will be the means of ex-
plaining the way in which I have been
led to abandon those things wherein I
had erred.

Some time ago I announced my
intention of resigning my pastorate in
Tunbridge, which terminated at the close
of the month of March. Iintend residing
at Portslade-by-the-Sea (3 miles from
Brighton) until in the providence of
God I am led to another settled sphere of
labour. After the 1st of June I shall be
willing to serve the Churchesin the way
of preaching the Gospel. That God may
greatly bless the *“Down Grade”
<controversy to the opening of the eyes
of many. is the prayer of

Yours in Gospel bonds,
R. THOMSON.

EXTRACT OF LETTER TO PASTOR C. H.
SPURGEON.

DEar MR. SPURGEON,—As the result
of prayerful and prolonged study, ex-
tending over many months, I have this
day been led to resolve upon applying, at
an early date, for admission to the
fellowship of those who are known as
sStrict and Particular Baptists. For
several reasons I have selected you as
the first (outside my own family circle)
to whom this decision should be com-
municated. Your personal kindness has
placed me under deep obligation.
Although not indebted to you for my
ministerial education, yet I cannot for-
get the favours which, from time to
time, I have received at your hands.
Your words of encouragement and
approbation have often comforted and
cheered me.

To the series of papers on the “ Down
Grade” question which you published in
the Sword and Trowel 1T am indebted for
the awakening of misgivings with re-
spect to the perfect soundness of that
creed which until of late I held in
common with yourself, The matter pre-
sented itself to me in this way. Here, I
said, is a branch of the Baptist denomi-
nation whose doctrinal sentiments were
at first shaped under the powerful influ-
ence of Andrew Fuller,and which has for
many years past been drifting fartherand
farther away from the teachings of the
Puritans, of the Reformers, of Christ,
and His apostles, What if, after all, it
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should be found that in the theology of
Mr. Fuller (whose system I have hitierto
re%a.rded as in full accordance with the
Bible) there was that “little rift within
the lute,” so soon to “make the music
mute!” I shall afresh examine the
foundations of my creed, and, if in any-
thing I have erred, may God be pleased
to put me right.

1 at once began the work of re-investi-
gation. I re-read most of Mr, Fuller’s
treatises, together with a good deal of
Hodge and Stock; and on the other side
I read John Stevens reply to Fuller's
“Gospel worthy of all acceptation”
(entitled, “ Help for the True Disciples
of Emmanuel ), certain of the works of
Mr. Gadsby, &c. I endeavoured, to the
best of my ability, to compare what I
read with the law and the testimony, and
the conclusion to which Ihave come is,
that the practice of ewhorting all sinners
indiscriminately to ecxercise spiritual
Saith in our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ is not only unscriptural, but is that
thin end of the wedge which slowly but
surely tends to destroy the fabric of
divine truth. Mr. Fuller pleaded for uni-
versal invitations, and these universal
invitationshaveobviously and inevitably
paved the way for the promulgation of
universal grace, universal atonement,
universal love, universal fatherhood,
yea, universal salvation. It has thus
come to pass that at the present moment
there are very few preachers indeed,
outside the ranks of Strict and Particu-
lar Baptists, who faithfully and con-
stantly declare those blessed doctrines
concerning God’s electing, redeeming,
calling, and preserving covenant grace.

I am also convinced that the practice
of open communion receives no sanction
from the scriptures, and that it tends to
weaken considerabiy our testimony in
behalf of the ordinance of believers’
baptism,

In making up my mind on this matter,
I have not forgotten to count the cost,
I know that I am about to join a branch
of the denomination which is every-
where spoken against, to whose adhe-
rents such terms of reproach as hyper
and antinomian are commonly applied.
But the same God of all grace, Who
directed me six years ago to leave the
ministry of the Church of England (one
of whose priests I had been for some eight
or nine years) will doubtless supply all
my need, and enable me to rejoice and be
exceeding glad, when reviled for the
truth’s sake.

It is my earnest prayer that beyond all
your hopes and expectations, God will
prosper the present crusade against
deadly error—even that crusade which
He has appointed you to inaugurate.

I remain, dear Mr. Spurgeon,
Yours &ec., (signed) R, THOMSON,

[By the above letters, it will be readily
seen that the “down grade ” controversy
has begun to yield fruit, It is with
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unfeigned pleasure we commend Mr,
Thomson to our Churches needing minis-
terial help. We believe our friend is
about to apply to one of the Brighton
Strict Baptist Churches for membership.
It is our sincere hope that he will meet
with a hearty reception. Should friends
require further information respecting
Mr. Thomson, we beg to refer them
(by his wigh) to Mr. A, H. Neve, sen..
Cornwall House, Tonbridge. e are
also gratified in knowing that Mr. J.
Cattell, pastor of Bessels-green, is per-
sonally acquainted with Mr., Thomson.
We much regret the unavoidable delay
in the publication of Mr. Thomson’s
letter.—ED.

REPLIES TO QUERIES.
CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP,

W. WESTON asks for Scriptural author-
ity for bringing candidates for member-
ship before the Church. Theauthority of
Scripture is plainly and solemnly clear
for casting upon the Church the respon-
sibility of duly ascertaining, to the best
of their ability, that the candidate for
membership is both & subject of grace,
and also grounded in the truth as in
Jesus. The duty of ascertaining whether
the candidate has the knowledge of God,
and is perfectly joined with the body,
in judgment, and speaks the same thing,
is not the pastor’s duty only. He may
be 2 bad man, he may have his own mo-
tives for swamping the Church with
numbers at any cost, and he may take
himself off, and leave the Church with
his wonderful additions, at any time.
No! emphatically no, this is the
Church’s duty, from which itimay not
shrink without sin.

Now if W. Weston admits the obliga-
tion, I ask him how the duty of the
Church can be better performed? Would
he have the candidate interviewed by
every member, separately, for bear in
mind, every member is equally respon-
sible with every other in this matter? I
grant him that some times timid Chris-
tians shrink from the ordeal, but I submit
that this mostly arises from a wrong
conception of what that ordeal really is,
and a little judicious ha.ndling of such
cases usually disposes of the difficulty.
The prating hypocrites he so much
dreads, certainly get into the Church
much more easily when the Church
abandons its functions than when it
riiidly insists upon them. Finally, I
ask W, Weston for information whether
heever knew, in all his life, a poor person
make any objection to come before the
Church, and whether it is nota faot that
usually this question crops up when
some one, very respectable, wants to
come in by the side door. 1 have known
the Church to be opened to admit the
Mayor of the town, and the water of
the baptistry to be warmed to accommo-
dnte a wealthy tradesman, but I never
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knew a concesgion to he asked by, or
Era.nt,ed to, an old washer-woman.—THE
DITOR’S BROTHER,

IN reply to the q_uer]{[of yOur corres-
pondent contained in March Magazine.
in relation to candidates coming hefore
the Church, &c., another question ariseu
in my mind, are there not many things
practised in connection with the Church
of God, and proved to he useful, instruc-
tive, and edifying, which are not in
exact words commanded to be ohserved!’
As, for instance, monthly Church meet-
ings ; Sunday-schools; order of conduct-
ing services. As to preaching sermons
and many other things which are based
upon the word, which “are lovely and of
good report,” though not particularly
defined, there are instances which at
least imply the necessity and benefit of
such a course. The apostle Peter, in
his first Epistle to ““ the elect strangers,”
exhorts them to be always ready to give
an answer to every man that asketh them
a reason of the hope that is in them.
If so, every man surely to the Church of
God, on their introduction into personal
union and communion. David says.
“Come and hear, all ye that fear God. and
I willdeclare what He hath done for my
soul.” Theministersof the Word in the
apostles’ days, gathered the Church to-
gether, and rehearsed all that God had
done with them, and did it not create a
sacred joy and spiritual pleasure, and
tend to knit their hearts together! ~And
are there not ten thousand witnesses that
can attest to the great benefit derived
to the Churches by this long continued
and blessed practice! Suppose some do
by their fair speeches deceive the hearts
of the simple. Did not Simon Magus
deceive Philip? But was baptism to be
ignored and set aside because of its abuse
by some? And is it not more likely to
deceive by persons coming in by letter
or by recommendation of one or two
than by consent of the whole Church’
I for one must be a witness of the great
and blessed benefits derived from the
old-fashioned practice. Having been
deacon and secretary of a prosperous
and spiritual Church for about 20 years
prior to entering upon the ministry, and
having heard, I may say. between two
and three hundred relate their experience
before the Church, although many of
them came with fear and trembling, and
often with many tears. yet they after-
wardswould not but havesocome. And
then how frequently at such solemn and
sacred seasons has a union been formed
of a spiritual nature between the incom-
ing member and the Church never to be
broken, and how many of the actual
members of the Church, on hearing the
different relations given, have had their
own evidences afresh confirmed! The
spiritual benefit derived, and the honour
and blessing conferred thereon by the
Lord, is to me a sufficient warrant for
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its obrervance; and in these solemn and
dreadfuldaysof declension and departure
from the “good old paths,” I trust all
our truthful Churches, in this and in all
other respects, will abide fast in the
faith.—G Eo. BURRELL, Watford.

To the Editor of the “E. 1. & G. 11"

DEAR MR. WINTERS,—I have to travel
some distance, as do many in our rural
districts, there being a famine, not of
bread, or of water, but of hearing the
words of the Lord; and if your corres-
pondent whosubscribes himself “A Lover
of the Sabbath” is also a lover of the
gospel. and feels he cannot do without
it, he will most assuredly be found where
the Lord has promised to meet with His
people. and in this case of emergency he
will not be studying the law of Moses,

but be following in the footsteps of the :

flock that hear His voice and follow
Him. If I overtake a poor pilgrim on
the road who is travelling on the same
errand as myself, I give him a lift by the
way. By thusdoing, I have found that
on “going up to the temple of God
together.” in spiritual and mutual inter-
course, “ our hearts have burned within
us by the way,” and have been so lifted
up, that I have felt holy pleasures and
spiritual joy in commencing the service.
I am accustomed to drive about three
miles to hear the gospel four times, and
my Sabbath-day’s journey is 12 miles.
In this day of new theology and modern
thought, and numerous other inventions
of the devil, I feel favoured that I have
no further to travel, but if I had I should
feel quite free to do so by that liberty
through which Christ maketh free.—W,
M. C., Essex.

STEPNEY.—The forty-fifth anniver-
sary of the Behoboth Sunday-school,
Wellesley-street, was held on Easter
Sunday, April 1st. Brother W. Waite
delivered two very excellent sermons,
that in the morning from Matt. xi. 29,
Our brother took his evening discourse
from Luke xxiv.11. On the following
Monday afternoon, brother Philip Rey-
nolds preached from Psa. li. 15. Our
brother said: Firstly, we notice the
Psalmist acknowledges his inability to
praise God without God’s help; secondly,
we see his prayer, and thirdly we have
his praise. There was a good company
of friends from neighbouring Churches.
Our neat little chapel was well filled
downstairs, the good assembly of people
reminding us of old times. The school
children sat in the gallery, and san,
suitable pieces for the occasion. A go
tea was partaken of by 120 friends, in-
cluding ministers and teachers; also 99
children partook of the same in the
school-room. The evening meeting, for
the third time, was presided over by our
good brother W. Kempston, who read
the interesting account of Elishaand the
Shunamite (2 Kings iv. 8), after which
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brother Lovelock offered prayer. The
superintendent's report shows an in-
crease of scholarsstill in good attendance
of 37 since last year, making the number
now on the books 111, This represents
nine classes. There are nine teachers,
who attend regularly., One of our old
scholars, who until recently was a
teacher, has lately been received into
Church fellowship, and we have reason
to believe there are others who are quali-
fied to do likewise, but have not at
present come forward., At the conclu-
sion of the report, the chairman, on
the behalf of the senior boys in the first
and second classes, presented the super-
intendent with an album, which he
accepted with deep feelings of pleasure
thanking the lads for their token of
love. The following brethren took part
in the meeting—F. C. Holden spoke from
Prov. xxvii. 8; P. Reynolds, Jer. xxxi.
33; A.J. Margerum, Peter i., last clanse
of ver. 6. I.R.Wakelin, G.J. Baldwin,
H. F. Noyes, and W. Waite made warm
and encouraging speeches to teachers
and children, which concluded a very
pleasant and profitable meeting.—
HAYTER SCRIVENER, Superintendent.

CLAPHAM.—This beautifully quiet
suburb of London, is highly favoured
for causes of truth, At Courland Grove,
Mr. W. H. Evans is sowing the Gospel
seed in faith: at Bedford-road, Mr. W.
Tooke and the Church are working on
peacefully, pleasantly and prosperously;
at Ebenezer, Wirtemberg-street, our
honourable and beloved friend, Mr.
Henry Hall, was never more happy in
the work and among his people than
now; this is no small mercy after thirty
years’ pastorate. On Tuesday, April
17th, Mr. Hall's 30th anniversary was
held, and we were exceedingly gratified
to see the high esteem in which he is
held by his friends after so many years’
pastoral work. At these services, the
Chapel was full afternoon and evening.
Sermons were preached by Mr. Dolbey,
of the Surrey Tabernacle, and Mr. J.
Bush, of Kingston. It was truly a
hallowed time to many, and the Lord’s
own dear family were helped to go
on their way rejoicing, and praising God
for speaking through His servants, Mr,
Dolbey preached from the words,“ And a
man shall be as an hiding place from the
wind, and a covert from the tempest,”
&c. (Isaiah xxxii. 2.) Mr. Bush took for
his text, “Sanctify them through Thy
truth: Thy word 18 truth” (John xvil
17). In the two discourses we had
experience, doctrine, and precept, clearly
expounded. We were truly glaci to see
our good friend Mr. Hall so well on this
occasion, and happy in the service of
his Masﬂer, and, although he has been
enabled to devote thirty years to the
cause at Ebenezer, we pray that his valu-
able life may long be spared to the
cause,—J. W. B.
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WOOLWICH,—The sixth anniversary
of our dear brother, W. K. Squirrell’s
pastorate at Enon Chapel, was celebrated
on Tuesdny, May 1st, when brother
F. Shaw, pastor at the Church at Graves-
end, preached a soul-refreshing sermon
in the afternoon. The company at tea
was not so large as usual, owing to the
interment of Erother J. S. Anderson the
day before, Mr. J. P. Barradell presided
in the evening, and opened the meeting
with the well-known hymn, * Kindred in
Christ.” Brother J. Falkner, of the
Church at Soho, offered earnest prayer.
The Chairman having read Psalm ciii,
made a few preliminary remarks occa-
sioned by the meeting, and called upon
the beloved pastor to speak. Brother
Squirrell then addressed the friendsin a
calm and loving manner on his labours
in their midst during the past seven

ears, since he first came amongst them.
*’he Church was in peace, and realised
much of the presence and f)lessing of the
Lord through the word preached. Dur-
ing the past year 26 had been added to
the Church. The Lord’s-day services
were well attended, and Thursday
evening there were generally from 80 to
100 persons present. Brother S. T.
Belcher, of Watford, interpreted the
meaning of the word SQUIRRELL in
a very interesting manner. Brother F.
Shaw was excellent on temporal and
spiritual expectations. Brother W. H.
Evans, of Clapham, dwelt powerfully on
the government of Christ. A few
words were given by Mr. Abrahams,
after which, * All hail the power” was
sung, and the benediction closed another
happy anniversary meeting at Enon,
The Sabbath-school, we understand, is
in good working order, and the deacons
are united and energetic in their work of
love. May brother Squirrell and his
good deacons long be spared at Woolwich
in usefulness and honour, for the §lory
of God, and the everlasting good of im-
mortal souls, prays—THE EDITOR.

BROADSTAIRS.—Providence Baptist
Chapel, after being closed for some time
for repairs, was re-opened on Easter
Sunday. Sound Gospel sermons were
preached morning and evening by Mr.
John Moat, of Adisham, Kent,—son of
the late beloved pastor of Mount
Ephraim, Margate. 81.1 Easter Monday,
re-opening services were held in the
afternoon. Mr. W. Sharpe, of Ramsgate,
preached an excellent sermon. A large
number of friends—some from Margate
—sat down to tea in the school-room.
We were cheered by the presence of E.
Mote, Esq., of London. In the evening
a public meeting was held, E. Mote, Esq.,
presided. J. W. Carter opened the meet-
m%lby giving out a hymn and reading
a short portion of the Word of God; Mr.
C. Dennis offered prayer, Addresses
followed by Mr, M. G. Walker, Mr.
Vincent, Mr. J. Moat, Mr. Haffenden,
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and Mr. Dennis. The chapel is very
much improved, and does credit to all
who did the work. All lovers of God's
truth visiting this healthy sea-side
resort during the season, are lovingly in-
vited to our now neat and comforfable
meeting-house. Our chapel was erected
in the year 1790, enlarged 1815, and will
accommodate about 250 persons.—J W.C.

BORO’ GREEN.—O0On Good Friday the
recognition services in connecticn with
the settlement of our pastor, W. Denmee,
were held. Brother Shaw, of Gravesend,
preached in the afternoon, after which a
goodly number sat down to tea. In the
evening the recognition service proper
was held. Mr. Wakelin, of London, ably
presided, and the Master's presence was
realised in a very marked manner, di-
recting the chairman and speakers, and
shedding a sweet influence over the
whole meeting. Brother Beecher offered
the recognition prayer. Brother Better-
idge then gave a brief account of the
leadings of Providence in the call of
Brother Denmee to the pastorate.
Brother Denmee having given an inter-
esting, though brief, narration of his call
by grace and to the ministry, also the
leading of Providence in his acceptance
of the pastorate, brother Shaw joined
hands, saying a few appropriate words,
and invoked the divine blessing on the
union. Brother Dalton spoke in his
usual warm-hearted manner, wishing
both pastor and people God-speed,
telling how much he had been helped
and cheered by the prayers of the
brethren in the little vestry before the
services, when he had come to supply
from time to time. Brother Patterson
also spoke in his usual hearty manner,
sa.yin% how much pleasure it gave him
to welcome our brother into Kent, especi-
ally after hearing the Lord's dealings
with him in grace and Providence.
Brother Beecher followed, and, being at
home, was able to give some loving and
valuable advice and counsel to both
pastor and people. Then brother Shaw,
in the name of the neighbouring
Churches, gave him a warm welcome.
A cordial vote of thanks to the chairman
for coming to help us, also a vote of
thanks to the lady friends, brought a
very happy meeting to a close.

SOMERSHAM, SUFFOLK. — The
recognition and welcome of Mr. W. H.
Ranson to the pastorate of the Baptist
Church in this village took place on
March 28th. Mr. S. K. Bland presided.
Prayer was offered by Mr. Edgar
Haddock. The late pastor (now settled
at Blakenham), read a paper on the na-
ture and constitution of a Christian
Church. The usual questions were then
asked by Mr. Reynolds, of Wattisham,
of which Church only and until then
brother Ranson had been a member.
Theanswers given were considered clear,
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satisfactory and Era,tifying. The senior
deacon, brother Lafflin, then, in a very
homely. feeling way, confirmed brother
Ranson’s statement, and a unanimous
uplifting of hands of the members gave
open sign of their hearty reception of
their mew pastor. Brother Kern. of
Ipswich. joined the hands of pastor and
deacon. and offered fervent prayer for
God's blessing on the union. At the
evening meeting. brother Reynolds gave
a very suitable charge to the pastor
founded on the words—2 Tim. 1i. 15,
“Study to shew thyself approved,”
&c. Brother Kern addressed the people
on their duties and privileges. Brother
Northfield. of Hadleigh, also spoke
words of wisdom, and brother
Haddock very kind ones of cordial
welcome to his successor. Mr. C.
Clover also gave a very warm testi-
mony of the regard he had always felt
for the new pastor, and closed these
cheering services with prayer, which
may the Lord answer in His own
abundant way.

CAMDEN HIGH SCHOOLS.—The
members and friends of the above
Church held interesting services on
Good Friday. March 30th. In theafter-
noon. brother W. Winters very sweetly
expounded the truth to us. At 5.30. a
substantial tea was provided, to which a
goodly number sat down. In the even-
ing. a public meeting was held. at which
Mr. Geo. Webb presided until the arrival
of our esteemed friend, Mr.W. Kempston.
Our brother in his opening remarks
wished us well, and gave us a very liberal
donation. Brethren Griffith, Hall, W.
Hazelton, Sears and Vincent were the
speakers. A good collection was taken,
after which the choir sang a sacred
piece.—P. H.

THE RETIREMENT OF MR. W. J.
STYLES.—In connection with the retire-
ment of Mr. W. J. Styles from the
pastorate of Keppel-st. chapel. an inter-
esting meeting was held on March 26th,
Mr. J. 8. Anderson, who occupied the
chair, referred in eulogistic terms to
the ministerial and literary abilities of
Mr, Styles, and then called on Mr. A.
Steele, who briefly reviewed the nine
years’ labours of Mr, Styles, touching on
his devotion to the work in spite of much
weakness of body, and the highly
spiritnal and intellectmal character of
his ministry among them. After bear-
ing testimony to the ladylike grace and
purposeful earnestness with which Mra.
Styles had fulfilled the duties of a
pastor’s wife, Mr. Steele presented them
with an illuminated address, signed by
the deacons on behalf of the Church and
congregation, together with a_purse
confaining thirty jubilee sovereigns to
Mr. Styles, and a handsome Epergne to
Mrs. Styles. Mr. Styles, in the course of
o spirited reply, thanked the friends for

. their
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ift, and intimated that the money
shoul§ in part be devoted to making
himself member of one or two philan-
thropic societies connected with the
denomination. The meeting was subse-
%uently addressed by Messrs. Box, J. E.
azelton, and Willey, who all bore
testimony to the esteem in which Mr.
Styles was held. Messrs, J. Harris,
Dodswell, and Harold Cooper also took
part in the proceedings, which were
pleasantly terminated by a hearty vote
of thanks to the respected chairman.

WESTMINSTER.—The first special
services, in connection with this new
cause, was held at the Meeting-room, 50,
Rochester-row, on Easter Monday. In
the afternoon, brother H. Hall, of Clap-
ham, took as the basis of his discourse,
Psalm lxvii, 2. After tea, a public
meeting was held, Mr. George Holland,
pastor-elect, presiding. Brother Brookes
offered prayer, after which the chairman
said they had met together to talk of the
goodness of the Lord, and the acts of
God on the soul, which wasa great work,
and as they met in this way truly he
could say, “Happy art thou, O Israel.”
Brother Turner spoke on the *work of
the Spirit,” that salvation was not to be
obtained f)y worshipping Christ in the
flesh, but it must be in spirit and in
truth, and God would always honour the
men who preached the truth fully and
freely, and when the Lord spoke the
servant must go forward and talk of His
grace. Brother Runneckles dwelt on
the “God of all grace,”’” &c., and His
unchangeablenessand watchfulness over
the people of His grace, and he believed
it to be no use preaching if Christ was
not in the text. Brother T. J. Hall took
as his subject, ‘“Grieve not the Holy
Spirit;” and said the desire of the soul
was for a pouring out of the Holy
Spirit, and that the sealing of the Spirit,
denoting security and secrecy, was unto
the day of redemption, &c. Mr. G.
Palmer next spokeon the “ Wall of fire,”
and *The desire of the Spirit-taught
soul to know if it was a living stone.”
The service and 'meeting were well
attended, and a very profitable day was
spent, for which we heartily bless the
Lord—T. W.

WELLINGBORO'.—On Easter Mon-
day, Mr. John Piper, a gentleman of
colour, preached two full, free-grace
sermons to good congregations at this
chapel. About 80 friendssat down to an
excellent tea, given by friends in the
Church and congregation, The dear
Lord provided just the amount required
to pay half year's interest on mortgage
of the chapel. Our good brother Piper,
although of another nation and colour
has been deeply taught by the blessed
Spirit in divine things, The Lord be
with him continually in his work, is the
prayer of yours,—A, BLIss.
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PENROSE STREET SUNDAY-
SCHOOL, WALWORTH,

Once more the committee of the above
Sunday-school are indebted to the pastor
and deacons of the Surrey Tabernacle
for their kindness in granting that
place of worship for the Sunday-school
anniversary services, which were held
on Good Friday last, and although now
rather late to record the event, there
may be some friends who have looked or
are looking for a brief’ report of the
same. As, however, a full and verbatim
report of the whole proceedings is pub-
lished, the secretary of the school, Mr,
John Green, of 1, Brunswick - road,
Brunswick-square, Camberwell, will be
most happy to send a copy on receipt of
a stamp for postage; and doubtless after
reading such a sermon as that delivered
by Mr. Dolbey, and the suitable speeches
made by the different speakers, they will
wish the school God-speed, and enable
the committee still to follow the apos-
tolic injunction of keeping out of debt,
and therefore out of danger.

In the afternoon of Good Friday Mr.
Dolbey preached a sermon from the
words, “God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” The discourse was in full
harmony with the Word of God, and
pleasure and profit were derived by
many who heard it. Tea was served up
at 5 o’clock, and again, as in other years,
willing hands were found to give the
needed help. At the evening meeting
the chair was taken by Mr. John
Piggott, the superintendent of the
school, which position he has occupied
for sixteen years, and we most heartily
re-echo the wish of Mr. Dolbey's, that
he may, if God will, retain that position
for another sixteen years. After singing
and prayer, Mr. John Green, the secre-
tary, gave the report, which from a
financial point of view, was certainly
-encouraging, there being over £6 to the

ood. ell done, Mr. Green! Next to

r. Piggott, the success of the school is
due, under God, to his unwearyin
efforts and hard work. The esteeme:
secretary has great hopes in these anni-
versaries, for he said: “ As a good breeze
from the sea would invigorate the body,
80 there was a breeziness about the anni-
versary services which had a very
bracing effect upon the minds of the
teachers, The institutions of theschool
were in good working order, the Band
of Hope and the Penny Bank being
well looked after by the persevering
efforts of Mr, W, Wakely and Miss

oyce. If one is not persevering them-
Selvgs, they like to see that grand quali-
fication in others; and at these annual
services these two hard-workers can see
the results of their plodding toil.

The chairman then made some appro-
priate observations on *“ Is it nothing to
you?” Mr. Pig%ott invariably calls a
Spade by that well-understood ‘appella-
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tion, and so on this occasion he spoke to
the meeting there present, not drawing
his bow to take a venturesome shot at
an assembly at the Antipodes. His
address was personal, pointed, and
eculiarly pertinent to the occasion,
Elr. Albert Boulden followed the chair-
man, Mr. Boulden always gains a good
hearing at the Tabernacle. There 14 no
pretending oratory, uttering nothing
but vague theories and unsound doctrine
about, the senior deacon of this place o
worship. He spoke from his heart
words of encouragement and spiritual
truth. Mr. Mitchell is a good friend to
Sunday-schools, and on this occasion
%a.ve some (Gospel-like remarks on

hrist's words to Peter, “ Feed My
lambs.” Mr. John Mead has attended
the sixteen anniversaries of this Sunday-
school, and has therefore proved himself
a friend indeed. Mr. Thomas Green
is a steadfast lover of God's truth, and
has always manifested that love by his
actions, and if in a Gospel sense actions
speak louder than words, then Mr.
Thomas Green is indeed a Boanerges.
A fluent ready speaker is Mr. Thomas
Carr, and hig short discourse on *“ What
is truth ?” was well received and
thoroughly appreciated. Still another
Thomas had to speak—this time Mr.
Thomas King, who briefly addressed the
meeting on the words, “So He drove
out the man.” It is a great mercy that
whereas sin drives from—often with a
loose rein—the Gospel draws to God;
as the testimonies of Mr. Dolbey, who
followed Mr. King, amply testify. Time
was now getting short, but Mr. D. goes
straight to his subject, sticks to it, and
always gives something new on it.
“From a child hast thou known the
Scriptures,”’ &c., was the burden of his
remarks. He managed to say a few
words to the children as well as the
meeting generally. The meeting closed
by singing “All hail the power of Jesu’s
name,” which the committee of the
Sunday-school could heartily join in
with, as by His powerful Name, and that
only, have they been kept pursuing,
though oftentimes faint.

ROBERT STOCKWELL.

BETHN AL GREEN.—The half-vearly
meetings were held at “Hope.” on Tues-
day, May lst. For years past, Mr. J.
Hazelton has preached the afterncon
sermon of our May meetings. We had
a conditional promise from him for this
year, but the Lord negatived it by taking
our beloved brother to Himself. We
then obtained the promised services of
Mr. I, 8. Anderson for this day, but the
iey hand of death robbed us of this
pleasure. The sweet preacher’s tongue
lies silent in the grave. The known
absence of our advertised preacher, the
interment of his mortal remains on
Monday, April 30th, the friends not
knowing who they would hear if they
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came, and the number of other meetings
held to-day, influenced our attendance
the wrong way. However, our kind
brother, Mr. Dexter, preached a well
thought-out practical sermon from Heb,
vi. 11, 12, We are thankful to Mr.
Dexter for so kindly filling up the gap.
Mr. H. Clark presided over the evening
meeting with his usual pleasantry, apt-
ness, and generosity, which swelled
tbe collection to £10. Brother Kemp
led us to the throne of grace. Brethren
Dexter, Wileman, Holden, and Dearsly,
gave us some weighty and savoury
thoughts on the one grand subjeet of
the evening—* Things pleasing to God.”

FOREST-GATE. — The friecnds con-
nected with Claremont House, Wood-
ford-road, held their second anniversary
on Lord's-day, May G6th. On Tuesday
the &th, the services were continued in
the Norwich Hall, Romford-road, when
Mr. Philiy Revnolds preached an in-
structive and experimental sermon in
the afternoon. A good number of friends
partook of an excellent tea. In the
evening, Mr. George Turner, of Elim,
Limehouse. occupied the chair, and called
upon Mr. H. Welch to offer prayer. The
chairman, in a very neat and timely
speech. dwelt on the value of truth. The
older he grew, the more his love of
God's word strengthened, and the more
error grated upon his ear. It was the
ministers’ privilege to point to the slain
Lamb as John did, as the only ﬁound of
& poor guilty sinner's hoye. r. F.C.
Holden gave a capital nddress on salva-
tion. as a present and eternal blessing;
Mr. Kemp gave out ahymn; W. Winters
spoke on Christ, the sinner’s Rock of
Ages; Mr. Mavcock was warm on the
subject of earnestness and decision in the
cause of truth; Mr. G, Lovelock dwelt on
the covenant of love and peace: Mr. G.
J. Baldwin. Mr. Saville. and Mr. Mar-
gerum, spcke many sweet and precious
things pertaining to the kingdom of

race and glory. /There were prezent
iie:srs. J.Lee, H. Lee. R- Ash, J. Haines,
F. H. Noyes. J. D. Fountain. Bradman,
C.L. Kemp, Howard, Brown, Turguand,
and others. We were free, and n.uch
enjoyed the meeting.—ED.

ILFORD.—The 52nd anniversary of
Ebenezer was held on April 22nd, and it
was the best wehave known., A host of
ministerial brethren came to see us, and
to encourage us with kind words. Mr.
C.Cornwell was the preacher on Tuesda
afternoon; his text from the words, “%
must work the works of Him that sent
me.” The preached handled the matter
wicely.and all felt profited thereby. The
evening publicmeeting (tea, of course, as
usunal) was presided over by our esteemed
friend and brother Kemnston, who, after
reading Isaiah 1xii., called upon brother
Baldwin to a=k the Lord to bless us and
to crown the meeting with divine suc-
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cess. The ministers who addressed the
assembly were Messrs. Holden, Corn-
well, Burbridgg. W. H. Les, i’almer,
Morgan, and Pardoe. Messrs J. Lee,
Turner, and Scott, with friends from far
and near, made our hearts to rejoice b

their kindness and presence again.—Jy.
D. FOUNTAIN.

THE SUFFOLK STRICT BAPTIST

CHURCHES,
To the Editor of BE. V. & G. H.

MY DEAR BROTHER W, WINTERS,—
Seeing brother Bonney’s queries to the
secretary of the Suffolk and Norfolk
Association of Strict and Particular
Baptist Churches in the March No, of
the E. V. and G. H. I felt that he
would not be able to answer the
questions of our brother, unless he
corresponded with each particular
Church associated, to elicit from
each the stand each one had taken
relative to the queries propounded,
seeing that we have no rule in the
Association for his guidance as to the
answer he might give the queries. I
for one wish there were some definite
rule upon the matter, such as, “No
Church considered eligible for union in
membership with the Association admit-
ting persons to communion who are not
members of Churches of the same faith
and order.” I would gladly vote for
such a rule, If the Lord's Supper is a
Church Ordinance, let us preserve it as
such by admitting to it only those whom
we could receive into our Churches, that
is, members of Churches of the same
faith and order; but if it is only a
believers’ ordinance, then admit all
kinds of believers—whether they be
Mormonites, Congregationalists, Wes-
levans, or members of the Church of
England; we have no right to choose.
I am one of those who believe that only
members of Churches of the same faith
and order should be admitted to the
Lord's table. Some think it right to
receive baptized believers to the table,
and yet would neither give to nor
receive from the Church to which that
person belongs, a letter of dismission—
how strange?! It's very much like
“straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel.” ay the dear Lord rouse us up
to a sense of our responsibility, that we
may be honest and true to our principles,

J. ANDREWS.
Waldringfield.

WANDSWORTH.—WEesT HIinL,—On
May lst, the annual meeting in connec-
tion with the building fund took place,
the event being marked with peculiar
tokens of divine favour and prosperity.
The Church here desire to recount the
Lord’s goodness to them in such a signal
manner, inasmueh as the most sanguine
hopes of the friends have been exceeded.
The ladies held their annual sale of use-
ful needlework and fancy articles, a
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goodly number of the latter being con-
ributed by the members of the Young
Men's Christian Association. The amount
realized was £30 153, 2d. The ladies’
work with the amount on collecting
cards produced the sum of £11 1ls. 1d.;
the amount of collection, with the tea,
£7 133.8d. A special appeal having been
made to our friends in order that the
mortgage debt of £500 might bespeedily
extinguished, met with a most cheerful
and hearty response, the result of which
is  £99, —these sums, together with
£131 2s. 3d. in the bank, and petty cash
in treasurer’s hands, making the hand-
some total of £280 2s. 2d. towards the
completion of the object in view. The
sums, so cheerfully given at the public
meeting by the friends present, varied
from £15 to 10s. Wm. Kempston, Esq.,
presided on this occasion, and read a
portion of the “ Holy Writ.” One of the
ministerial brethren present, offered
earnest prayer, and appropriate and
scriptural addresses were delivered by
Messrs, Myerson, Wise, Crutcher, and
Waite. Both deacons and members did
their utmost to bring this meeting to a
successful issue. “ Truly God is good to
Israel.” It is earnestly hoped the finish-
ing stroke will soon be put to this work.
and should any friends from neighbour-
ing Churches feel a desire to assist in
this worthy enterprise, their contribu-
tions will be thankfully received by the
deacons. A cordial vote of thanks was
accorded the chairman, who closed this
happy event with prayer.—~BENJAMIN
RANE,

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM,

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—In last
month's issue of the E. V. & G. H.,
brother J. D. Fountain endeavours to
support the view of brother Kern on the
above subject, which apreared before
the public in December last. I should
be sorry to force my belief upon any one.
We must agree to differ. Permit me to
make the following observations, in
connection with this subject, which pos-
sibly will answer brother Fountain's
objections. (1) John Baptist declares
from whence he received his commission,
and the design of his baptism: Johni.
6, 25, 26, 30 to 34; Matt. iii. 3, 7 to 12.
And our Lord supports this testimony:
Matt. xxi. 25 to 28. (2) Either John
Baptist or Jesus ‘Christ introduced
Christian baptism. If John did, then
Christ did not; if Christ did, then John
did not. If both intrcduced baptism,
then there must be a distinction between
them. And this difference is revealed
in the Word, viz., John comes preaching
repentance, and administers the baptism
of, unto, or into repentance: Matt.
1L 11; Acts xiii. 24; xix. 4, 5. Christ, at
least three years after, institutes another
baptism and commands His disciples to
observeit: Matt. xxviii, 19, This baptism
was for disciples only (i.e., learners of
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Christ); it was declaratory of faith in the
Holy Trinity, and an_acknowledgment
of unity and interest in Christ—in His
death, burial and resurrection: Rom. vi.
3,4,5. But John’s baptism was prepara-
tory to the manifestation of Christ;
hence, when Christ appeared, John be-
gan to ‘decrease’: Jno. iii. 30. More-
over, the baptism of John was never
accompanied with the gift of the Holy
Ghost, except in the case of our Lord:
for He was not sent, until Christ ascend-
ed to the Father. Therefore, when He
is about to leave His disciples, He tells
them, “ It is expedient for you that I go
away: forif I gonotaway, the Comforter
will not come unto you; but if I depart,
I will send Him unto you” (John xvi. 7).
And it is further remarkable, theze dis-
ciples were in utter ignorance of the
object of Christ's mission, until the Holy
Ghost was given: Actsi. 4-8. (3) With
respect to Christ being our example in
connection with baptism, Secriptural
proof is wanting. The mode was cer-
tainly the same, but the design entirely
different. Christ tells us His purpose in
being baptized: Matt. iii. 15. When a
believer is baptized, does he *fulfil all
righteousness?” (4) I maintain that
regeneration is the way into Christ’'s
Church: John iii. 3. All who are re-
generate are in that Church; all who
are not, are outside. And confession is
the only external, visible, authorised
door of admission: Rom. x. 9, 10. Make
baptism (i.c., water baptism) a door into
the Church, and at once you cut off
and excommunicate thousands of really
gracious souls. Please allow me, dear
brother Winters, to say, in conclusion
that the twelve in Acts xix. 7, were,f
think, re-baptized. Yours fraternally.
G. W. MORLEY.

N.B.—I should like it to be clearly
understood that I am not an Open Com-
munionist, but a Strict and Particular
Baptist.

WALTHAMSTOW. — Twelfth anni-
versary of Zion, Maynard-road, on
Wednesday. The brethren, Smith,
Pledger, James, and the little Church
here are plodding on prayerfully, hoype-
fully and cheerfully; notwithstanding
the difficulties they have had to en-
counter, their gatherings are on the
increase; their prayer meetings are
favoured seasons. Mr. Dearsly preaches
to them occasionally on the week even-
ings. This anniversary was well
attended, and felt by some to be a
spiritual feast. Addresses were given
by brethren Dearsly, Flegg, Holden,
Hughes, and Harris, which were hearty
and savoured of the Gospel of Christ.
J. W. Banks presided ; brother Pledger
sweetly poured out his soul in prayer;
the hymns of praise went melcdiously ;
the finances were what was needed ;
there was no ostentation, and we separa~
ted praising God.—A LITTLE ONE.
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MARGATE.—It has long been a source
of comfort and consolation to those con-
cerned for the welfare and prosperity of
the Church at Mount Ephraim, that
the Lord has left it on record that He
will never leave nor forsake those that
put their trust in Him. And so, looking
alone to the Lord for help and guidance,
the bereaved Church has, thus far, been
supported and upheld. Acting upon the
voice of the Church. we have asked our
brother Beddow to minister to us during
the next six months, commencing on the
20th inst., an invitation which, after
much prayer and heart-breathings to the
Lord for direction and guidance, he has
accepted. We trust and Dbelieve our
brother is sent to us of the Lord in our
necessity, and if such is the case, we
may indeed hope for blessing, for we can
say, as * Billy Bray” said concerning his
new suit, * He knows our requirements
exactly,”—E. M,

WALTHAM ABBEY (EBENEZER.)—
Hearty soul-inspiring services were held
in this clean and neat sanctuary on
Thursday, April 26th, at the re-openin,
of the Chapel after renovation, and 64t
anniversary of the formation of the
Church. Mr. O. S. Dolbey, pastor of the
Surrey Tabernacle, preached in the after-
noon from Tit. iii. 4—7. This portion of
holy writ. Mr. Dolbey opened up in an
expository manner, according to the
natural arrangements of each consecu-
tive passage, and which greatly de-
lighted our heart, and the hearts of
others present. A good company of
friends partook of teain the school-room;
andin the evening, Mr, James Lee (who
is always much appreciated at Waltham
Abbey, and other places, for his firm
adherence to the grand old gospel of the
blessed God) occupied the chair. Mr.
Lee opened the meeting with the
hymn,—

* My hope is built on nothing less.”

Mr. G. Lovelock offered earnest prayer,
and Mr. Lee made special allusion to the
keeping love and power of God, which
had been realised during the 64 years of
existence of the Church, and spoke of
his high esteem of the pastor, Mr. W.
Winters, for his faithfulness in the
truth. The pastor then stated that the
Chapel had been renovated; and thanked
the chairman for his kindness in coming
to help them, as also Mr. Dolbey, Mr.
Holden and his friends, with others, for
their sympathy and support. Mr.J. W.
Banks spoke appropriately and lovingly
on the unity of the brethren. Mr, C.
Hewitt made a speech full of strength
and beauty; Mr. F. Silvester dwelt
with great savour on the everlastin,

love o% God; Mr. W. Horton, enlarg

with power of thought on the words
““ Hitherto has the Lord helped us,” Mr.
J. Parnell gave vent to his full soul
on the unchangeableness of God. Mr. J.
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H. Dearsly dilated raphically on
spiritual translation, Mgr FP C. Holden,
said, we had had the cream of preachin
and of platform-speaking that day, an

owerfully spoke on the glory of God.

r. 0.8. Dolbey finished up the meeting
with a right noble speech on the ma-
terial and spiritual heavens, Messrs. G.
J. Baldwin, H. Lee, and G. Turner took
part in the services, Brethren Alfrey,
Casey, and Hitchcock were present. The
hearty thanks of the meeting were
accorded to the beloved chairman, also
to brethren Banks, Hewitt, Horton
Holden, Silvester, Parnell, Dolbey, and
others, for their help and presence on
the happy occasion.—ONE WHO WAS
THERE.

BIGGLESWADE.—The anniversary
of the cause at * Providence ” was held
on Good Friday. Mr. R. Adams, of
Dudley, preached two .experimental
sermons in the morning and evening;
and in the afternoon, Mr, W. Wilson, of
Shefford, Beds., gave a practical dis-
course from Isalah xxxii. 18. There
were good congregations all day. The
tea was well attended; about 100 friends
partook of it. 'We very much need some
help to put the chapel and schoolroom
in good repair. Will any kind friends
help us!? A Bible class has been formed
through the kindness of Mr, John
Bonney, late of Guildford, who has
recently come to reside here, which he
very ably conducts on Friday evenings;
and Mrs. Bonney has kindly started a
Dorcas Society in connection with the
chapel. May this be the beginning of
better days for “ Providence,” so prays—
E. 8. KiNG, # Decacon.

CLAPHAM JUNCTION.—Public ser-
vices in connection with the 12th anni-
versary of the cause at Providence
Chapel, were held on Tuesday, 27th
March. Brother E. Mitchell preached a
sermon in the afternoon, deep and ex-
perimental. The secretary of the Build-
ing Fund Committee gave a brief aec-
count of the progress of the cause, and
its present spiritual and financial condi-
tion, stating thatin financial matters, the
cause had for some years been free from
any oppressive burden, that the average
reduction of debt during the past nine
years, owing to rapid strides made in
the early history of it, has been at the
rate of nearly £100 per annum. During
the last few years only steady repay-
ments have been made, and the debt
question has not been allowed to come
to the front in anyway to hinder other
and better work. It is now suggested to
make one last and vigorous effort to
clear off the small remainder of aboat
£150. Brother Mitchell, who was associ-
ated with the debt in its earliest stages,
afterwards expressed his readiness to

reach the funeral sermon over it. We
Eave not now a pastor, but we have the
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evidence of the Lord'= presence and
blessing, heartiness and earnestness in
all departments of our work, and mem-
bera being added to the Church. On the
Sunday previous to the meeting, seven
brethren were baptized. Brother Corn-
well took for his suhject the great love
of God. Brother Tooke spoke from Zech.
iii. 17: “The Lord tilly od in the midst
of thee is mighty: He will rejoice over
thee with joy, He shall rest in his love,
&c ;" brother Evans spoke from the
words, I willlove them freely, for Mine
anger is turned away;" brother Parnell
followed from the words: “ Where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty;”
and brother Mitchell remarking on the
remarkable agreement of the speakers,
the oneness and appropriateness of the

one theme which had occupied all their
minds, closed a very
able meeting.—G. C

MAIDSTONE.—The anniversary of
Providence Baptist Chapel was held on
Easter Monday. Two excellent sermons
were preached by Mr, J. Parnell. It
was quite cheering to see so many friends
from other Churches. About 80 friends
partook of tea. The presence of the

enjoyableand profit- |

Lord was realised in our midst on that
day.

RUSHDEN.—Special services were
held at Succoth Baptist Chapel on Mon-
day, May 7th, when Mr. Philip Reynolds |
paid his first visit to this place, and
favoured us with two sermons. A large
company assembled at a public tea, pro-
vided between the services.

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION.
MR, NOBLE'S VISIT TO JAFFNA,

It is very gratifying to learn from
Mr. Noble, who is still at Jaffna, that on
Saturday evening, Feb. 4, last, he had
the pleasure of baptizing six persons,
who, on the following (Sunday) after-
noon, were formed into a Church—the
first Strict Baptist Church at Jaffna, a
peninsular in the North-west of the
1sland of Ceylon. Their place of meeting
at present is a rude thatched building at
Udivile. Both services were very im-
pressive; but the greatest manifestation
of the Lord’s presence was reserved for
the evening, when, after the usual ser-
vice, this little Church met for the first
time to partake of the memorials of the
Saviour's dying love. Mr, Noble re-
marks:;—

. “As His matchless sufferings and
ignominious death were being faintly
epicted, the emotional feelings which
had been stimulated by the services of
the day, rose to a high degree, finding
vent only in sighs and tears. But when
the emblems of Christ’s broken body and
shed blood had been partaken of, the
8cene was overpowering and general,

men and women, physically strong, fell
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prostrate with their faces to the earth,
giving vent to their feelings of deep
grief and holy joy in sighs, groans, and
tears.

“Such a scene I never hefore wit-
nessed in any assembly of believers. To
me it was indeed a blessed season: for
the Lord's presence was realized to a
wonderful degree, and I was led to
exclaim with one of old, ‘Lord, it is
good for us to be here.’

“T am fully persuaded that the scene
T have attempted faintly to describe was
not the effect of mere excitement or
sensationalism, hut something far higher
and holier; yea, it was to me bordering
on the experience of the beloved Paul,
‘Whether in the body or out of the bedy
I cannot tell.’

“May the Lord be pleased to keep
these simple-minded native brethren and
sisters faithful to the end.

“ By the blessing of our covenant God
I anticipate a rich and glorious harvest
of precious souls from this our Jaffna
field. Besides the present candidates,
there are many inquirers after truth,
and I am scarcely a day without re-
ceiving visits from persons desiring to
learn the points of difference hetween us
and other denominations.”

THE CALVINISTIC PROTESTANT
UNION.

On Friday, May 11th, the first annual
meeting of this union was held in the
theatre of the Young Men’s Christian
Association, Aldersgate, which was
crowded to excess, The chair was taken
by C. Stirling, M.A. After the forty-
fifth Psalm had been read, the chairman
said the only people that the Roman
Catholic Church could not conquer were
the Calvinists; and so between them
there was an everlasting antagonism.

Mr,. J. Sinden (the hon. secretary) read
a comprehensive report of the vear’s
work of the union, and pointed out how
Popery had advanced, especially during
the past sixty years. The income of the
year was #£49 8s. 11d. There was a
balance in the treasurer’s hands of
£2 3s, 7d.

Mr. J.P. Wiles, M. A., moved the adop-
tion of the report. This was seconded
by Mr. G. W. Shepherd, of Paddington
who made a tirade against the order of
baptiem in the Church of Englard,
which caused some dissent.

Mr. A. J. Baxter pointed out that
though a Dissenter, he would remind
Nonconformists that to the Church of
England they owed the Bible, Adam
Smith said Rome’s Church was the most
gigantic system ever raised against
private judgment and the liberty of the
su\bfect. .

Mr. J. Bourne reminded hisiaudience
of the words uttered by Sir Robert Peel
50 years ago, * The time will soon come
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when the Reformation will have to be
foueht over again,”

Mr. T. Hull, of Hastings, moved a
resolution to the effect that the Thirty-
nine Articles should be maintained, and
that all idolatrous ornaments should be
removed from the Church of England.

Mr. J. Vaughan, of Hackney, seconded
the motion, which was carried.

Mr. Sinden announced that the collec-
tion amounted to £12.

The benediction brought the proceed-
ings to a close—(Y%ty Press, May 16,1838,

ASSOCIATION GATHERINGS AT
LAXFIELD.
To the Editor of the E. V. and G. H.
DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—I hope to
have the pleasure of meeting you here on
June 6. Our London friends cannot do
better than book to Halesworth Sta-
tion. There will also be a convenient
train leave there for London on the
Thursday evening at 6.30. I said I
would just remind you that “‘ Glasgow ”
will be the tune to the old hymn as
usual. I suppose Mr, Banks will have a
supply of the leaflets.
Yours in best bonds,
E. MARSH.
Pastor’s Lodge, Laxfield.

[Brother J. W. Banks will (D.V.) be
at the Association meetings, and will
supply friends with copies of the old
tune, gratis. May Heaven’s richest
blessing rest upon the long-looked-for
occasion, and crown it with glorious
snecess.—ED. ]

DECEIVERS DECEIVED.

To the Editor of the ** Earthen Vessel
and Gospel Herald.”

DeaR BROTHER WINTERS,—Surely
we are in the line of fulfilled prophecy,
and this fact is becoming more and more
manifest. Are we not now in the “ peri-
lous times” spoken of in Timothy?
False prophets have arisen, and seem to
be “waxing worse and worse,” one or
other of them denying almost every
fundamental truth of the Gospel of
God. We would not on any account be
uncharitable towardsany. but fidelity to
Christ and our fellow-men compels us
to break silence. Able men, for whom
—apart from their teaching—we have
the most profound respect, have de-
ceived themselves, and are terribly
assiduous in their efforts to deceive the
unwary, and would, in fact, “if it
were possible, deceive the very elect.”’
Unestablished believers have need to be
on their guard against these insidious
©rrors. e skill and perseverance
shown by these apostles of evil are, in-
deed, marvellous, They, in many cases,
clothe their errors in language most
beautiful, and by the fascination of
words and metaphor, they introduce
their deadly doctrines like *sugar-
coated ypills,” where otherwise they
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could find no entrance. I have been
startled again and again at what I have
seen and heard, The doadly leaven is
influencing many, unknown to them-
selves, and so the evil spreads on every
hand. Nothing would suit the purpose
of these learned seducers and enemies of
righteousness and truth better than for
us to be silent; but if this were so, the
blood of the slain would be upon our
skirts.

I have read some of their pamphlets,
and it is, indeed, marvellous what dexte-
rity is displayed in warping, and twist-
ing, and perverting Scripture to suit
their purposes. The cleverness of their
reasoning, and the casuistry of their
a.r%uments are, indeed, most seductive
and deceptive. Sure I am Mr. Spurgeon
has not over-stated by a single jot the
facts of the case, but he has fallen short
in his description of the evil, alike in its
extent and its malignity. Can nothing
be done to check-mate this terrible
miasma of the pit? Surely it becomes
us all to bow the knee, and veil the face
before God for this terrible scourge
which has been permitted to come upon
us in the name and guise of religion,
The existence of sin 1s largely denied.
The Son of God is reduced to a mere
man, and the blood of Christ is scorn-
fully trampled under foot as an unholy
thing. Shall not God appear for these
things? Surely God will yet appear and
work His holy purpose! Meanwhile,
let us by every means in our power
stand up for “the faith once delivered
to thesaints,” and true in our allegiance
to Christ.

I know that you and your Magazine
are set for this defence. May the God
of the everlasting hills bless both it
and you. So prays, yours in the bonds
of the unchanging covenant of grace,

. ROWTON PARKER-

Crowle, May 9th, 1888,

DRY DRAYTON.—On May 15 special
services were held. Mr. W. Kern, of
Ipswich, preached. There was a good
company of friends. Brother J. Simkin,
of Stapleford, and several of his friends
were present, and enjoyed the services
much. To God be all the glory.

AN ACROSTIC.
J esus, Thou King of kings,who reigns victorious,
E ternal God, life-giving Prince, all glorious,
S weet are Thy smiles, O God—unchangeable Thy

love ;
U nparaheled Thy mighty power, which Thy
works prove ;
§ aviour divine, whose purposes no power can
move,
C ompassionate unto the people of Thy choice,
H ow blessed to them through Thy Spirit is Tﬁy
voice—
R efrerhing, comforting, consoling to the soul:
I mmensely rich Thy blood, cleansing and
s {mnkm whole,
afe guide, stronghold, firm rock, Thy people’s
meat and drini, ’ ¥ peop
T ruc to the last—will bring them home, not one
shall sink,

Clapham Rise, W, TooRR.
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CROYDON.--DEAR Bro. WINTERS, | her mind was well stored with Seri
—We are now making most strenuous |

efforts to obtain the money for our
much-needed vestries. Weshall be most
grateful to any friend or friends who
will kindly help usin-this matter. Dona-
tions may be sent to J. CULLINGFORD,
60, Queen’s-road,- West Croydon, which
shall be duly acknowledged.

EKENSINGTON HALL.—Brother C.
H. Flint having frequently supplied for
us at Jireh, Kensington Hall, Notting-
hill, and latterly for three months with
a view to the pastorate, has accepted an
affectionate invitation from the latter
Church to settle down amongst them.
Our brother commenced his pastorate on
May 6. A recognition meeting will be
held at the first opportunity.—C. E.
GREEN.

In Memoriant.

DANIEL MATTHEWS, born June 12th,
1808, fell asleep in Jesus, April 1st, 1888,
He was the faithful minister at Provi-
dence Chapel, Rowley Regis, for 59 years,
and also acted as minister of Providence
Chapel, New-road, Willenhall, for 47
years of this period. Interred in the
family vault, Providence Chapel, Rowley
Regis, April 7th, 1888. ** O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory1”

In loving memory of the wife of E.
WELLS (of Mill-road, Cambridge}, who,
after much suffering, died on Sunday,
April 29th, 1888. She was born at Botti-
sham Lode, August, 1830. She was con-
vinced of her state as a sinner before
@od under the ministry of the late Mr.
Edward Child, who wasthen the minister
at Lode. She attended the ministry at
Eden Chapel, and also Mr, Daniel Smart’s
chapel at Lakenheath., Mr. Jull visited
her in the early days of her affliction,
but towards the end she was unable to
see or converse much. Mr, Jull con-
ducted the burial service, and also
preached a funeral sermon on Sunday
evening, May 6th, when some of the
favourite hymns of the departed were
sung.—E, WELLS, 18, Mawson-road, Mill-
road, Cambridge.

DEATH OF THE WIFE OF MR, W. LEG-
GETT, IPSWICH.—My dear wife, who
after five days’ severe affliction, passed
away to her heavenly home with-
out a struggle. She was the second
daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth
Bedwell, of Brandiston, Suffolk, and
was baptized at Otley about 50 years
since by Mr. Ezars, the pastor. She
was very fond of reading from child-
hood, and had acquired a large amount
of good information before her call by
grace, and afterwards it deepened till
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.. ! r phure
truth, Since our union. which existed

38 years, [ have found hera true help-
mate, and wise counsellor. of choice
spirit and life, living out the trath
which she loved, as set forth by sach
men as the venerable . Wright, S.
Collins, J. Cooper, and other gnnd men.
I have no dying utterances of her's to
communicate, for she finished her courze
quite in a state of stupor, in which she
had been for 24 hours. Her age was
74. I have no doubt of her being safely
landed among the redeemed host before
thethrone of God onhigh.—W.LEGGETT,
19, Ainslie-road, London-road, Ipswich.

DEATH OF MR. G. DIFFEY.—Our dear
friend and pastor, Mr. Diffey, was sud-
denly called home on April 22nd, at
12 o’clock, in the vestry of the chapel.
He had gone to chapel as usual, but was
too ill to preach, and in a tew minutes
after the prayer-meeting closed, without
a word or hardly a sigh, his ransomed
spirit was before the throne of God. 1t
was such a sudden and unexpected stroke
we can hardly realize that he is gone.—
F. HOSKINS.

Our brother Garnham writes :—Our
friend, Mr, George Diffey, of Ringwood,
who for about 16 years was the beloved
minister of the Baptist chapel at Poulner,
passed into the heavens on Lord's-day,
April 22nd. The last time the late C. W.
Banks preached for me it wasat Poulner
chapel. It was kindly lent to meon the
occasion of my farewell meeting at
Ringwood. Poor dear Diffey strug-
gled on, without fee or reward from
men, amongst the rustic population near
the forest. When I was without a shelter
to say farewell to the few poor friends
at Ringwood, in consequence of that evil
spirit of division, my friend placed his
little sanctuary at my disposal. Great
waves of bitterness and scorn rolled over
his head. When we formed our Church
in Bournemouth, he again lent us his
chapel and pools for baptizing. May
the God of Jacob provide for his sorrow-
ing widow and children and his poor
little Church, many of whom are close
upon the narrow brink, 'twixt here and
heaven.—DAvID B, GARNHAM, Bourne-
mouth,

THE LATE MARIA MINTON.—The late
Richard Minton was deacon at Chad well-
street from the time of the formation of
the Church till his death (about 30
years), He was well-known and highly
esteemed as a kind, loving, affectionate
Christian, by all who knew him. He
died Feb., 16th, 183t, The following
account of the departure of his widow,
written by his daughter, Mrs. Charlton,
will be read with interest:—Our dear
mother, Maria Minton, was born Jan, 14,
1805, and was married Feb. ¢, 1822. Our
parents lived together in Christian love
and fellowship 59 years. Our dear
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mother’s death was a very triumphant
one, her faculties being clear until a few
hours of her death. She was baptized
by Mr. Peacock, in Spencer-place, Gos-
well-road, in 1822, and was a Sunday-
school teacher until her second child
was born. She was one of the oldest
friends in London of our late beloved
pastor, Mr. John Hazelton, She was a
member at Chadwell-street till her
death, and being of a happy and grate-
ful temperament, and of a Christ-loving
spirit, she was esteemed by all who knew
her. She only kept her bed a fortnight,
and when asked if she was afraid to die,
she said, “ Oh. no, dear,I am not ; I want
to be with Christ, which is far better;
to be Thine, dear Lord, for ever Thine.”
“Precious Jesus!” was constantly on
her lips: and in answer to a question,
shereplied several times, “ He interposed
His precious blood.” She scarcely knew
what it was to be free from pain, through
dropsy, which she bore with patience,
constantly asking the Lord to be with
her, and thanking and praising Him for
never having left-or forsaken her, sa,ying‘
“0Oh, Lord, abide with me at eventide.’
Two mornings before she died she called
my sister and myself to her bedside; she
then took us each by the hand, and held
us tightly, and said, “I have spent such
a beautiful night ; I have seen your dear
father ; he put out his hand to me: he
has been watching us.” Then, after a
short pause, she repeated Watts’ sublime
verse :—

There I chall see His face,

And never, never sin,
But from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in,

and added,—

On Christ the solid Rock I stand.
After giving us good counsel and advice,
she laid her head on one side, and very
feebly said, *“ Now I have done,” and she
sweetly fell asleep in Jesus at twenty
minutes to 11, on Friday evening. April
13, aged 83. My dear sister and I keenly
feel the stroke, always being with her,
and members of the same Church. May
our end be like hers. Her remains were
laid by her husband. in the family grave
at Highgate. Mr. Philip Reynolds. of
Providence, kindly officiated. Mr. J. S.
Anderson was to have preached her
funeral sermon, but as he too was taken
home. our friend Mr. Oliver did so in
Chadwell-street, on Sunday evening,
April 22nd. I have been spared to nurse
both my beloved parents up to their
last moments, and have feltit an honour
50 to do: and having lost a beloved hus-
band at 24. 1 havelearntthe truth of the
word, “ Tt is through much tribulation,”
&c. The Lord support my dear sister
and myrelf, and help us to say, “Thy
will be done.—Yours in Christian love,
AMELTA LAURA CHARLTON.

[May the Lord graciously sustain our

bereaved sisters until they shall meet
their beloved parents, and see their
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Saviour face to face in thehome of many
mansions.—ED. ]

On April 1st, ELLEN LOUISA WADE
fell asleep in Jesus. She was born on
June 24th, 1830, and was called by grace
in early life when attending the Church
of England. The Lord gradually gave
her clearer views of His truth, and
several years since she united with the
Church at Bethesda, Ipswich, where she
groﬁted under the ministry of Mr, Kern.

he took a lively interest in Sabbath-
school work, and was ever solicitous for
the Lord's poor. About eighteen months
ago she became affiicted with cancer, and
underwent an operation, but never fully
recovered. Having expressed a wish to
be near her cousin, Mrs, Hazelton, she
waswith difficulty removed to Lewisham.
The Lord’s presence was much enjoyed,
and her soul seemed to live at the gate
of heaven. She would often say, “ Pray
for me ; but be careful, ask the Lord to

ive me patience, and His will be done.”

he imputed righteousness of Christ was
a subject on which she delighted to
dwell. On one occasion she exclaimed,
“I am not afraid, His robe completely
covers me. What could I do if now
had to try and make my peace with God?
it would be impossible; but bless His
dear name, it was all done before I was
born, and when I see His face, I'll get
close beside Him, and tell Him how
unworthy I am. “O what love, ’tis
wonderful |’ Often would she ask those
around her to sing, and would try to join
in the song. As she became weaker in
body her spiritual joy increased, and
often would she long for the coming of
her Lord. Those around her bed have
been melted to tears when she has tried
tosing, or has spoken of the unchanging
loveand faithfulness of God- On Lord’s-
day, March 25th, the writer was privi-
leged to baptize twodisciples. She asked
about the service, and seemed quite ani-
mated in speaking of the joy she had
experienced in that ordinance, exclaim-
ing, “ Dear Jesus, on my dying bed, how
glad I am that I have been with Thee in
fhe baptismal pool.” When she had
nearly lost the power to articulate, she
said, “ Rock of A—" but could not ex-
press herself further: her lips, however
continued to move. Atlength, on Aprii
1st, the happy spirit winged its way to
the mansions of light, where she sees
Him whom she loved so well face to
face. Not lost, but gone before!—
‘W. HAZELTON,

Through information received from
our good brother, Mr. J. R, Debnam, we
record with sincere regret the death of
our dear friend, Mr, PLANT, of Horham,
Suffolk, which solemn event occurred
on Thursday, May 17, at 8.45 a.m. May
the Lord sustain and comfort the kind
widow and bereaved relatives and
friends.—ED,



@The Late W, Jobn  Foreman,

His EARLY CAREER AT LAXFIELD, SUFFOLK.

W.ITH the exception of a few recently-built dwelling houses, we

presume little change has taken place in the pretty rural village
of Laxfield since the youthful days of the late Mr. John Foreman, of
blessed memory. Mr. Foreman was evidently, from his own testimony.
a bold and intrepid man when in the world, and equally so, in after
years, when called by divine grace. His name ranks early on the roll of
pastors of the Church at Laxfield, which Church has long been favoured
with ministers of truth and of unblemished repute.

MR FOREMAN'S LIFE, AS RELATED BY HIMSELF.

On the occasion of the jubilee of Mr. Foreman’s pastoral labours at
Mount Zion, Hill-street, Dorset-square, London, October 10, 1865, he
(Mr. Foreman) received, in recognition of his past services, a valuable

Vou. XLIV.  Juwy, 1888. o
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gold watch and a handsome silver salver. Mr. Foreman, in acknow-
ledging the gift, related the following interesting account of his own
life, which we extract from the Gospel Herald of that date :—

“] am told that I was born on the second of April, 1791. I was
certainly put to a little school for several years, but having to go out at
gleaning and other times, I did'nt manage to glean much learning. I
was a parish boy, and was put ont at eleven years of age as a rough sort
of hand. 1Ileft that place in the year 1807, and that very year the
(Fospel was brought into Laxfield. T had been and was a great black-
guard till npwards of twenty-one years of age; but on a Lord's-day, in
the month of July, 1812, the Lord stopped me through the discharging
of a gun I was ont shooting with; and

A DEAD SHOT

it was to the course of life I had pursued. Then there was so great a
change, that one notoriously ungodly man said of me, ‘If there were
anything in any man's religiou, certainly that was the young man.’

“In the year 1813 I joined the Church at Laxfield, and in 1815 the
Church appointed me to speak at the prayer meetings. I did so three
times, but felt I could never go again; the deacons flogged me for not
going, and I again tried. On March 10, 1816, the minister, a Mr,
Taylor, left, and the people unitedly requested me to take the table pew
for a few Lord’s-days, to see what the will of the Lord might be con-
cerning them as weak and deep in debt, and which I did on the 17th of
March, 1816, till the 14th of the following December, during which
time the people often urged e to take the pulpit, which I dared not to
do, for it seemed to me too awful and sacred a place for me to tread.”

MR. FOREMAN'S FIRST APPEARANCE IN LAXFIELD PULPIT.

“Towards the end of the months in the table pew, the people gave
me a call for six months, and God helping me, I ventured into the
pulpit, and preached my first sermon from the words, ¢ By the grace of
God T am what I am.” It was soon noised abroad that the parish boy
was preaching, and the people flocked to hear what sort of a preacher
their ¢ public-house sportsman,’ as I was called, could be.

« I 'started on a begging tour through thirty-two counties, travelling
2,750 miles, and gathered up almost £300. You may judge Aow I
travetled when T tell you my total expenses were £10 2s. 6d. How well 1
remember my dear old mistress coming under my ministry; and the
word was blessed to her soul; and one of her grandchildren is now a
member with us at Mount Zion.”

HE LEAVES LAXFIELD FOR BUNGAY AND CAMBRIDGE.

“Well, I continued at Laxfield until April, 1821. I then went to
preach for a few weeks to a people at Bungay. They had no chapel
then, but gathered together in a room. In July, 1821, I went to Cam-
bridge. There I preached out the old lease, and was the means of
building a chapel, and collected almost £500 out of the £800 which it
cost: and I thank God there is now a good cause of truth at Cambridge.”

HE REMOVES TO LONDON.

«“I came to London the first Lord’s-day of May, 1827, and for a
good many years it was a tremendous up-hill struggle—the building and:
different enlargements of the place costing about £3,400. My income,
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for the first eleven years, never exceeded £100 a year; and with a wife and
five children, no wonder some said to me, ‘ Mr. Foreman, I can't imagine
how you manage to get on;’ [neither did I but having obtained help of
the Lord, I continued to this day. We have, as a Church, risen in
number of members from thirty-six to over five hundred, and I helieve
there is not a Church in the kingdom that enjoys more peace, and, as
brother Holmes says, we work in thorough harmony. We have no lord
deaeons nor lackey deacons—each takes his turn in presiding at prayer
and Church meetings when I am absent, so that there shall be no room
for pre-eminence. I have been supplied all my way through from hand
to mouth—even from God’s hand to my mouth. I have always had to
pray my way into my work. No wonder that Paul said he died daily,
for what he lost one day was restored the next.”
MR. FOREMAN'S METHOD OF STUDYING FOR THE PULPIT.

“People have often said, ¢ When does Mr. Foreman study?’ At any
time and at every time; from one end of the country to the other.
With my reference Bible under my arm, I often go out under sealed
orders, and sometimes get a word within a few miles of my destination.
This 1 take as from the Lord, and find it a sweet portion to my soul,
and often a blessing to the people, This unexpected gift of your kind-
ness is not the first token I have received. In 1848 I received a purse
of 100 sovereigns, and a Bible of the value of 100 shillings. Some time
after that I received a time-piece, value £16, at least; and now but
little time since I received a beautiful inkstand from the dear children
of the Sunday-school. I believe, dear friends, you give it not unprofit-
ably, for when love meets love good fruit is brought forth. Friends, you
have my love.”

ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK
STRICT BAPTIST ASSOCIATION HELD AT LAXFIELD,
SUFFOLK.

THE Association services held at Laxfield, on June 6th and 7th, were
both pleasurable and profitable to many precious souls. The whole of
the proceedings of the two days were carried out in a systematic and
satisfactory manner. Hungry and tired, we arrived at Halesworth on
the morning of the first-day’s meeting soon after 8 o’clock, just as the
workmen of the town were going to their breakfast. At the station a
vehicle awaited us, and we were soon steadily conveyed through some of
the most pleasant parts of the beautiful county of Suffolk. On our way
a good brother pointed out to us the princely mansion of Lord Hunting-
field, surrounded by romantic waters and woodlands, mainly used for the
preservation of game. Many were the fine stalwart oaks we passed,
which had braved the storms of seven or eight centuries. As we
meditated upon the charming scenery the lines of old Quarles flashed
across our mind:—

“ With nob’es of this earthly ball,
1'd not exchange my lot for all;
Their wealth is counter to my coin,
The world is theirs, but Christ is mine,”

On turning the corner of the road, before enteving the village of
Laxfield, we saw throngh the trees the lofty tower of the old parish
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Charch. charitably dedicated to * All Saints,” and under the patronage
of Lord Huntingfield. The ancient dwelling houses on hoth sides of the
road reminded us of the days of John Noyes, the Laxfield martyr, and of
later times when John Foreman sowed his “wild oats’ in the village
and in its pleasant surroundings. DPassing along the main street to the
tent our cye caught the most notable building in the whole of the parish,
namely, the Baptist Chapel. Not far distant from this fine old substan-
tial sanctnary, and on the same side of the road, stands the pretty little
homestead, known as *“ THE PASTOR’S LoODGE,” covered with the verdant
garments of nature, and as quiet as any poet’s bower in the country.
Brother Ebenezer Marsh, the firm, energetic, and loving pastor of the
cause resides herc with his good and kind wife, and dear little family.
‘ Christ is their shade, and Christ their Sun,
Among them walks the King,
Whose presence is eternal noon,
His smiles eternal spring.”
LAXFIELD BAPTIST CHAPEL AND ITS PASTORS.

Laxfield Baptist Church is one of the largest communities in the
Suffolk and Norfolk Association, and has been favoured with several
ministers of high reputation, of whom the present pastor is a worthy
successor. This Church appears in the Annals of Evangelical Noncon-
formity, as early as 1797, at which time two members of the Church at
Diss occasionally preached in the neighbourhood. These brethren were
frequently assisted by the remowned pastor of Horham Church, Mr.
Manser, whose ministry many of the Laxfield friends had previously
attended. In 1807, Mr. Jonas Smith, of Kenninghall, Norfolk, became
the regular preacher, at which period a room was fitted up and used as a
chapel. In the following year, eighteen persons received their dismissions
from the Church at Horham, and were formed into a Strict Baptist
Church by Mr. Manser; Mr. Smith being their chosen pastor. The Word
of the Lord was blest, and the room soon became too small, this resulted
in the erection of the present commodious chapel, which was opened in
1810, at a cost of £836. Mr. Smith resigned his pastorate in 1811, and
was succeeded, but only for a short time, by a Mr. Collins, from London.
He gave place in 1813 to Mr. Stephen Taylor, of Grundisburgh, who
held the pastorate until 1816, and was followed by Mr. John Foreman,
who, in after years received the familiar title of “honest John.” Mr.
Foreman was the means of doing a great work in the cause at Laxfield,
and having finished his work he resigned his pastorate April 22nd, 1821;
after which the cause became greatly reduced. Mr. Spratt, of Fressing-
field, a worthy man, did his best to assist the friends until Mr. James
Tottman came amongst them. He laboured successfully from 1831 to
1858. Our beloved brother, Mr. R. E. Sears, entered upon his work at Laz-
field in March, 1859, and was publicly recognised as pastor, May 3rd,
1860. During his pastorate many were added to the Church, and much
good realised. In 1877, Mr. Sears resigned his charge, and .was
presented by the friends with a purse containing £23 15s. Onr good
brother, Mr. George Webb, now of Dover, was the next pastor, and after
his resignation in 1879, the pulpit was supplied by various brethren. In
the latter part of the year 1880, our dear brother Mr. E. Marsh preached
several times with much acceptance, and was publicly recognised as
pastor in the April of 1882, and which sacred office he continues to hold
to the profit of the people and to the glory of God.
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THE ANNUAILL SERVICES.

Our beloved brother, Mr. J. W, Banks, arriving at Laxfield on the day
previous to the meetings, spared no pains in exhibiting in every available
part of the village, large posters announcing the publication of our
Magazine, and the interest taken by us in the Association gatherings.
Several of our kind friends, nnder the guidance of Mr. Banks, distributed
gratis 3,000 circulars, each one containing two tunes, one of which,
*“ Glasgow,” was sung as usual, at the close of the meeting.

This year the place of the assembly was a spot about equi-distant
from Sazxmundham, Halesworth, Framlingham, and Stradbroke. The
occasion was marked by the usual signs of festivity. Over the entrance
to the field were inscribed in large letters the following words:—* Unto
Him shall the gathering of the people be.” The tent was pitched on a
meadow, kindly lent by Mr. J. Flatman. Twenty-one years have passed
since the last assembly of the kind was held in this large village, and as
the weather then was most unfavourable—those who remember it still
speaking of the two days’ rain—so it was far from propitious on this
occasion. An early morning prayer-meeting on Wednesday was well
attended; but it was a few hours later that the people began to assemble
in their strength. At the annual business meeting at 10.30 there were
some 500 persons present. The Moderator (Mr. F. 8. Reynolds, Wattis-
ham) presided, and beside the pastors and messengers there were many
members and friends of the cause. Several ministers outside the Associa-
tion were present. The proceedings opened with singing and prayer.

MR. F. S. REYNOLDS' ADDRESS.

The Moderator, in his annual address, expressed his thankfulness
that, though the day dawned unpropitiously, the rain had held off. The
number that had gathered together showed that the people of Suffolk
took an interest in the good old cause, which they had been led by divine
grace to espouse. They were looked upon as an old-fashioned folk, some-
what out of order at the present day, and, since the down-grade qnestion
had been in every person’s ears and in every person’s mouth, the question
might naturally be asked, what position did they hold in the professing
world, and more especially in the Baptist denomination? He did not
know he should be able to answer that question to their satisfaction or
to his own, but he should like to say a word upon it. They were
commonly regarded as Dissenters, which was a name he did not own.
To own himself or his brethren of the cause they represented as
Dissenters would be a libel upon their religion. Looking around them,
they had not far to go to find dissenters. In the apostate Church of
Rome, for example, they very evidently found dissenters. Or if they
looked to the Church of England, by law established—he would not say
the English Church, because 1t was not—they could easily find dissenters.
In the school of what was called modern thought again they could find
dissenters. He made bold to assert that they themselves were the
assentors, They assented to the doctrines of the Bible, believing it to
be inspired, and accepting its teachings as the Word of God. They
assented to the glorious doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and they had not
far to go to find those who dissented from that. They believed in a
three-one God—three persons dwelling together in a perfect essence of
unity which consisted in their identity of life. The Father loved,
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elected, set apart people for Himself; the Son loved and redecmed those
the I"ather had given Him Dby the sacrifice of Himself. The Holy Spirit
loved and qnickened those whom the Son had redeemed. And whilst
there were three persons, they, the assentors to this glorious doctrine,
gave equal honour to each person. As assentors to the teachings of the
Bible, they believed and assented to the doctrine of the great substitu-
tionary work of Christ. They need not look far for those who dissented
from that and looked upon it almost as theological nonsense, but they
assented to this as the teaching of the Word of God. They believed
that the sinner was in judgment before God, and that under the moral
law of God his sins were transferred to Christ. They also assented to
the great doctrine of justification by faith, not that they looked upon
faith as the efficient cause or as the moving cause. That was the grace
of God; nor did they look upon it as the matter of justification, for that
was the imputed righteousness of Christ. But faith was their means of
the perception and knowledge of their justification through the impnted
righteousness of Christ; it made them conscious of the justice of their
sentence, and made them bow their necks to the sword. The Moderator
claimed for the Strict Baptists the position of conservators of the
faith once dclivered uuto the saints. They were conservators of the New
Testament order of the Churches inviolate; and as conservators it
behoved them to be watchful and to be prayerful, and to be up and
doing. They must be careful of the locks and bolts of their doors, that
the truth might be preserved unto them. There was one door of which
he should like to make a great point. The New Testament taught that
baptism by immersion was the door into the Church. Modern thought said
something else. Why, the New Testament pointed it out as the only
way approved of God into His Church as a organized body. Modern
thonght said something like this: If you wish to be baptized we will
sprinkle you; but if you wish to go to the Lord’s table without it we
will accept you with all our hearts. He would repeat, let them be careful
as to the Jocks of their doors. There was another door that wanted to
be carefully guarded, and on this point he addressed himself to the
ministry. The Church of Rome boasted of apostolic descent. He did
not know much about the Church of Rome, but from what he did know
of its faith it had mot the apostolic ring about it. They, as Particular
Baptists, held to the faith that was proclaimed by the apostles themselves,
Let ministers, therefore, be careful to conserve the truth, to preach the
Gospel to the people, and never to be ashamed of it. There was another
door: the Sabbath-school. He was a lover of Sabbath-schools—looking
upon them as one of the most important doors of the present day. He
feared there were many children allowed to go out of the Sunday-schools
with the impression that it was in their own power to accept or refuse
their own salvation. It behoved them as teachers to be careful in setting
the simple truths of the Gospel before the children. It was quite possible
to enable them to comprehend them. Many young iuen and women left
their cause, alleging that the truth was not preached. That was because
they had been allowed to grow up under wrong ideas. He, therefore,
urged them to instruct their children in the full truths of the Gospel.

THE ASSOCIATED CHURCHES,

The Moderator then read the articles of faith, and the Secretary of
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the Association (Mr. 8. K. Bland) read the reports from the various
Churches.

Wattisham reported s year not so prosperous as could be desired. only one having
been added to the Church,—Beccies reported the haptism of 14 members.— Ffules-
worth recorded the resignation of the pastor after years of unflinching integrity in
the cause of Christ.—Iutticsden noted the faithfulness and love with which the
Word was preached.—F'riston stated that the venerable pastor (Mr. Brown). who
had been in that position for 55 years, was still indisposed.— Girundisburgh,.
Encouraging signs through the ministry of the pastor.—Waldringfield. Prayer-
meetin%ﬂ good and blessings realised.— Luxficld heartily welcomed the Association,
and 13 distributors were engaged in the village leaving tracts from house to house,
that the Mission-room at framlingham was well attended, and that nine persons
had been baptized during the year,—Somersham reported the acceptance of Mr.
W. H. Ranson from the Wattisham Church as pastor,—Stoke Ash, the scene of Mr.
C. Hill's labours, stated that eight persons had been admitted to the Church during
the year.—Sutton concluded an unsatisfactory report with the words, * Turn our
captivity, O Lord.”—Cransford. Congregations better; prayer-meetings hearty.
—OQOccold. The Gospel preached by the pastor much valued.—Rishangles. Pastor’s
health fairly maintained; school and village stations good.—Bungay. Hopeful
signs of good being done.—Charsficld. More spiritual power wanted; the cause,
however, was well maintained.—FHadlcigh. Thankful for refreshing seasons. The
Word was much blest through the pastor.—Tunstall, Evidences of blessing realised.
—Fressingfield. Unity and peace enjoyed; much cause for gratitude.—FHuzne.
The Word preached greatly appreciated.—Aldringham. Pastor had closed his
labours and gone elsewhere with the prayersof the Church.— Bradficld-St.- George.
Thankful for the continuance of a blessed and faithful ministry.—.Vorwick, Orford-
hill. Favourable signs attended the pastor’s labours: twelve baptized.—Stowc-
market. Thankful for truthful supplies and help from the Association.—
Mendlesham. Congregations good; school prosperous.—A great many of the
Churches complained of small congregations on Sunday morning. The summary
of the statistics contained in the reports showed that during the past year 78
persons had been baptized, and 29 received into the Churches of the Association,
two had been restored, 22 dismissed, 31 separated, 50 removed by death, leaving
the total 2,122 members, 2,034 scholars, 261 teachers, 72 village stations, and 14
itinerant brethren helping the pastors to preach the Word.

Mr. Reynolds announced hymn 603, and Mr. Bland read a letter from
Mrs. Elizabeth Harris, in which was enclosed £5 for the Association.
The benediction closed the morning service.

THE AFTERNOON SERVICE

was opened by Mr. J. R. Debnam, pastor of Horham, announcing a
hymn; Mr. W. Winters read Isa. xliil. and offered fervent prayer. M.
W. Hazelton, of Lewisham. who was very unwell, preached an excellent
sermon, based upon Isa. xlili. 15. The preacher divided his subject as
follows:—(I.) The text in relation to the great Speaker Himself. (IL.)
Its relation to His saved and beloved Church. (IIL.) The individual
experience of God's dear children. Mr. Hazelton appeared much
exhausted when he sat down. Mr. R. E. Sears gave out hymn 31, and
Mr. Hazelton concluded with prayer.
Mr. F. 8. Reynolds opened

THE EVENING SERVICE,

by announcing hymn 154, which was heartily sung, and Mr. Charles
Wilson, a deacon of Hill-street Church, Londou, read Psa. cxliv., and
offered sincere and earnest prayer. Mr. J. Jull, of Cambridge, preached
a good experimental sermon from Heb. x. 25, and which he divided into
two parts—viz., (1) The object of worship, and (2) the admonition
given. Mr. R. E. Sears announced hynmn 341, and offered prayer, which
concluded the first day’s services. The visitors then resorted to their
respective lodgings for the night, which had been procured for them by
Brother F. Marsl, and his band of willing workers.
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THE MORNING OF THE SECOND DAY

We understand  that a large number of friends attended the six o’clock
prayer meeting, and found it to be a most refreshing season. At ten
o'clock the ministers’ prayer meeting commenced, under the presidency
of Mr. J. Beddingfield, who read Psa. xxiii, Prayer was offered by brethren
Berry, E. Haddock, 8. Haddock, Colls, Field, and Woodgate. By
this time the tent was crowded to excess. The regular service com-
menced by Mr. W. Dixon giving out a hymn; Mr. R. A. Huxham read
Job ii., and offered fervent prayer. Mr. Haddock (Occold) gave out
hymn 440, and Mr. Charles Hill preached a brilliant sermon from Job
ii. 6. Every word of this sermon was taken down, and will be separately
published shortly, #2 extenso.

Mr. Reynolds gave out hymn 37, and Mr. Jull closed the meeting
with prayer. )

THE LAST SERVICE OF THE OCCASION

was opened Ly singing hymn 509, announced by Mr. Colls;—

‘- Come, Thou fount of every blessirg,
Tune my heart to sing Thy praise.”

Mr. B. J. Northfield read Psalms xlvii. and xIviii. Mr. D. Dickerson
gave out hymn 323, and Mr. Charles Suggate preached a very blessed
sermon from Psa. xIviii. 2, which he treated under the following heads:
(1) The people distingnished by the term Zion; (2) the position occu-
pied; (3) why designed as a mount; and (4) the fruits she bare in the
world. At the close of the service Mr. S. K. Bland gave a brief state-
ment of what had been transacted at the business meeting on the
preceding day, and stated that the circular letter, written by himself,
was on the subject of *Justification,” and would be published in due
course. £65 had becn voted in grants to the poorer Churches, while the
collections were larger than they had been hefore, with one exception,
being £41 Is. It should also be added, that this sum includes £5 given
from a lady in London, and £2 2s. from a gentleman from Leicéster.

Votes of thanks were passed to Mr. Flatman for the use of his
meadow, and the malting for dining purposes, and to the numerous
friends in Laxfield for their hospitality. This was heartily acknowledged
by Mr. Marsh, on behalf of the Laxfield Church.

Brethren Colls and Northfield were appointed to preach the Associa-
tion sermons next year. In case of failure of either, brother Marsh.
The next meeting will (0.v.) be held at Somersham, a fe w miles from
Ipswich. Mr. Marsh announced the final hymn—¢ Blest be the tie that
binds "—which was heartily sung to the favourite tune, “ Glasgow,” of
which every person in the field had a copy. Mr. Marsh offered earnest
prayer, and pronounced the benediction. The friends then separated
reluctantly, hoping to meet again. God grant His richest blessings to
rest upon the precious services of the two happy days, and upon all those
dear friends who labourcd hard to make all the visitors comfortable.

The pastors and appointed mecssengers of the various associated
Churches, nearly all present, were as follows:—

HBeecles—Messrs, Colls (pastor), Welton, and Stannard (messengers), Hales-
worth—Mesers. Buggate. Stone and Brabben. Rattlesden—Dbessrs. Huxham, Stern,
and Garrcd. Fyiston—Messre, Brown and Berry., Grundisturgh—Messrs. Gill,

Shimman, and Tyler. La«field—Mesers. Marsh, Seaman, and Easy. W'al(lz"iﬂgﬁel(l
—Messrs. Andrews, Garrcd, and Brett. Scmersham—DMessrs, Ransom, Lafling, and
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Parker. Cranaford-—Messrs. Cook and Cooper. Occold—Messrs. Haddock. Hawes,
and Kitchen. Stoke Ash—Messrs. Hill, Knights, and Whistlecraft, ~Nvtton—
Mr. Curtis, Itishangles—Messrs. Harris, Peck, and Chapman. Bungay—Messrs,
Manning and Johnson. Charsficld—Messrs, Field, Nunn, and Wright,. Hadleigh
—Messrs, Northfield, Catling, and Pilbury. 7Tunstall—Messrs. Glasgow, Meadows,
and Savage. Fressingficld—Messrs, Broom, Crane, and Cutting. Forne—Messrs.
Hawes and Rayner. Aldvingham—Messrs, Botwright and Nicholls. Bradfield—
Messrs, Dixon, Bland, and Bcarfe. Norwich, Orford-lill—Messrs. Pung, Hovell,
and Tuck. ;iownmrﬁct——Messrs. Mayes and Baker. Mendlrsham-qreen—Mr., D.
Dickerson. Also R. E. Sears, I. Smith, J. A. Ward, J. Berry, P, B. Woodgate, J.
W. Banks, W. Winters, W. Hazelton, J. Cordle, W. Large, J. Cullingford, Bedding-
field, Brooks, I. Burrows, J. R. Debnam, W. H. Ransom. W. Harris, Dearle. J.
Grimwood, ISilla.ston, Pooke, and others.

¢ When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain;
But we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again.”

The devotional services; also the sermons, provisions, and collections,
were extraordinary good. To God be all the praise. Amen.

W. WiINTERS, Editor.
Church Yard, Waltham Abbey, Essex.

PERSONAL TESTIMONY OF THE PLEASURE AND PROFIT REALISED AT
THE SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSOCIATION.

DEAR BROTHER WINTERS,—I do not think it would be right if I did not bear my
testimony to the uniform kindness and exertion manifested by all the workers in
connection with the annual meetings of the Suffolk acd Norfolk Association. The
indomitable perseverance of Mr. E. Marsh, and the brothers Goldspink, with their
nnmerous band of workers, to make all comers welcome and comfortable, is worthy
of more than a passing remark. We know that all worked willingly, and we have
no doubt that each one was influenced by love to the cause of truth. When we
reached Laxfield, on the Tuesday afternoon, the first to welcome us was Mr. R, E.
Sears, who seemed quite at home on the scene of his first pastorate. Then, after
we had made arrangements for the next day's proceedings, we journeyed on another
two miles to ¢ Trust Farm,” where we were hospitably entertained by Mr. Symonds
and his devoted spouse. May God reward all the friendsat Laxfield, who so sedn-
lously laboured for the comfort of the numerous visitors. It was worth travelling
100 miles by rail and eleven by road, to witness the one harmonious spirit for the
good of the cause of Christ, then and there existing.

At one time it was estimated that there were no less than tbree thonsand people
present. All the services were favoured seasons, not excepting the six o'clock
prayer-meeting on the Thursday morning, which we attended. God bless the
Suffolk and Norfolk Association, is the prayer of yours faithfully—Joux W.
BaANKS.

CHRIST WALKING ON THE SEA.
(MARK VI, 47—351).
Notes of a Discourse by MR. J. TAYLOR, Baptist Minister, Sheffield.

IN the record of the miracle preceding our text, the power and glory of
Christ as He was, Gtod manifest in the flesh, is blessedly made
known to nus. He broke the bread, and distributed the few fishes, multi-
plying them as He brake them. Out of His fulness have we received
grace for grace. How often has He done this for us—multiplied our
little stock until there has been more than sufficient—that we might
know the God of our salvation in Him! But, like the disciples, how
slow we are to perceive His goings in our hearts and lives; yet doth He

again and again show us His power and love. Let us
First observe, the disciples were on the sea in the storm. After He
had shown them His power He sent them away in a ship, remaining

P
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Himself on the land. When even came He went into a mountain to
pray. He was out of their vision, if not out of their remembrance for
the moment. But all the while His eyes were upon them in the mount.
Ah! was He not praying for them therc? Now, the sca is a proper
cmblem of this life, our time-state. Its afflictions and troubles are as
waves, boisterous and strong, tossing us on high, or hurling us into the
depths below. They were on the sea. So are we, and at times we know
it. They were on the sca in the darkness. No sun threw its glorious
light down upon them, the moon was obscured, the stars gave not their
light, and probably if they had any artificial lights they were all gone
ont, for the wind was up. How often is it so that God’s people walk in
darkness, and have no light. The Sun of Righteonsness, their light by
day, shines not in the night season. The moon, the Church and her
ordinances, yield them no comfort, and the stars are all out of sight.
God's ministers bring no joy to them. It is night, and the wind is
contrary.

They were on the sea in the darkness, toiling with the ship and its
tackling. This may represent the heart in its first awakenings by the
Spirit under the discovery of sin. It may represent the believer in
conflict with the flesh, or the Church struggling in a storm. A
lumbering, dead, heavy thing was that ship. The storm had more
power over it than had the disciples. Yet it sank not; and the gear
and tackling would be provoking and awkward in the extreme.
How real is the experience of the Christian in this respect, labouring
with the flesh, and contrary winds, toiling in the darkness in the
midst of the sea, making no headway, standing still in the midst
of the conflict, or, rather, at the point to be swallowed up with the
ungenerous sea! They were toiling for the bread that perisheth
for their loved ones at home. How much will men endure for their
own flesh and blood; but when sanctified by the blood and grace of
Christ, how it enlarges our natural affection and creates a real home of
unity and love. But for what, Christian, art thou toiling, in the
work of faith and grace in thee? Not for the bread that perisheth,
but for everlasting life and immortal glory. Oh, remember that the
sufferings of this life are not worthy to be compared with the glory that
shall be revealed in thee.

Secondly, let us briefly notice the contrary winds crossing our course,
impeding our progress—winds, whirlwinds, boisterous, strong, noisy
forces of the night sweeping o’er us, and sending the spray into our
vessel, and in our faces, How hard to get the ship along, to manage to
steer her on the sea! The sailors are at their wits’ end. They see His
wonders in the deep. The apostle speaks of winds of doctrine. These
winds defy the power of young and inexperienced Christians to manage
in the midst of them. Simple and ignorant minds are easily turned
aside by false teachers, and many expert and well-instructed grace-taught
Christians are baffled and buffeted until they are confused by them.
Terrible winds are these, stirred up by Satan around us on the sea.
Winds of affliction and trouble, of strong temptation and adversity, Job
of old tells us he had to contend with. Howmany have fellowship with
bim, and long to see their Redeemer’s face! We must have the winds
while on the sea. All have had them. Winds of persecution are
piercing, cutting winds, trying and fierce, tearing asunder the ship, and
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scattering its tackling. Winds of passion, anger, malice, and envy—oh,
how they stagger the sailors and hinder our progress! Poor creatures
-are we when left for the moment to man the ship in a storm. Nothing
reveals our natural impotence and want of power so much ag these
winds when whistling in their fory around us. Poor disciples! they
found out in the storm that they could do nothing without the Lord.
When shall we learn this great lesson, to trust in Him, and in Him
.alone? But be of good cheer.

Thirdly, the Lord came unto them on the sea. Yes, for a smail
moment He forsook them, but with great mercies He gathered them.
Those boisterous waves knew the tread of their King, and fell beneath
His feet. His eyes were upon them in the mountain; His heart bore
them before His Father in the long dreary hours of the night; His
power upheld them in the storm. The trial was long, reaching to the
fourth watch, near the morning. But He cameuntothem. Yes, in His
-own time He did indeed come right into the vessel, with words and deeds
.of comfort and power. Bless Him, He is ever the same. When He
has taught us our weakness and utter insufficiency to get along without
His grace and power, then does He come in to lift up our heads. Oh,
there is none can teach like Him. He brings down the pride of man
by great and terrible things of righteousness. The haughty are laid
low, and the proud are humbled by His power, and He alone is exalted
in that day. Have we not been in the storm? Have we not learned of
Him? The facts of our spiritual life are stubborn things. Bare-head
knowledge is nothing. Christ and Iis power in our heart and life is
what we need. The time of our distress has often proved the time of
His coming. He may delay to bring our own strength to naught, but
He will come. Oh, yes, to His own He will come, upon the sea in the
-darkness, toiling with the ship; and when He steps on board, the morn-
ing cometh. Gentle as a mother, pitiful as a father, faithful as a brother,
wise in His council, strong in His power! Blessed Jesus, have we not
found Thee s0? Obh, Church of the living God! oh, struggling souls
for immortal life! He will come to you, and will not tarry. Wait, then,
I say, upon the Lord, for at His coming your hearts shall rejoice.
Praise ye the Lord!

“THE YEAR OF JUBILEE.”
( Continued from page 181).

BUT this happiness was of short duration, for, not understanding the
_way of God's working amd the nature of His kingdom, when I lost
Iny joy I lost my hope. I then thought that God’s children were always
happy; that they never had any darkness of soul. But if I lost my joy,
I'had not lost my desire; and therefore I continued seeking Him whom
I desired to love, Again, and again, I cried,—
“ Rock of ages, shelter me/

Let me hide mysclf in Thee?

Let the water and the blood,

Frora Thy wounded side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure;

Cleanse me from it guilt and power.”

About this time I heard a sermon by Mr. Foreman, which was very

-
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encouraging, from the words, “ Go again seven times.” My language

was—
“I can but perish if I go;
I am resolved to try;
For if I stay away 1 know
I must for ever die.”

A DARK CLOUD OF SORROW.

The first watch-night service I ever attended was at the close of the:
vear, 1854, and what a happy season it was to me. Truly God was in.
the place. and joyfully we sang—

“ With grateful hearts the past we own;
The future, all to us unknown,
‘We to Thy guardian care commit.
And peaceful leave before Thy feet.”

God was preparing me for the coming sorrow. On returning home
my dear mother was taken very ill; and little did I think, when I helped
to carry her to her room, that she would never join the family circle-
again. Three weeks passed, and then—all we had on earth was the cold
clay tenement of one of the best of mothers. But what a lesson for me as I
witnessed the holy trinmph of her soul. Even now the sunbeams from
her death-bed shine across my pathway! Writing this record brings the
solemn scene to view; we are living over again those days of mingled
joy and sorrow. The stillness of the death-chamber we feel afresh, and
we seerm to hear the hushed voice, saying—

“ Hark! they whisper, angels say,
Sister spirit, come away.
What is this absorbs me quite—
Steals my senses—shuts my sight—
Drowns my spirit—draws my breath?
Tell me, my soul, can this be death?”

As I witnessed the triumphant departure of this happy saint I
thought; this is the religion for me; and again and again I prayed that
my mother’s God might be my God. Dear reader, have you a religion
that will stand the test of a death bed?

1 was belped to carry my first great sorrow to God in prayer; pleading
His own promise, “ Callupon Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver-
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.” Blessed be God, He did deliver me, for,
about six weeks after my mother’s death, I went one Lord’s-day evening
to liear Mr. Spurgeon in Exeter Hall, and what

A BURST OF SUNSHINE

God sent to cheer my sorrowful spirit! The text was, “The cup which
my Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it? ”” (John xviii. 11). Very
vividly did he describe the sufferingsof Christ. Among other things
he pictured Christ standing with the cup in His hand, saying, * Shall I
not drink it?” Looking down to hell, Satan said, “ Don’t drink it, for-
it is bitter.” But, looking up to heaven, Jesus saw the hosts of the
redeemed who had gone to heaven upon the credit of His sufferings; and
He heard them singing, ““ Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His own blood;” and then, with one mighty draught of love,
He drank it up, even to its dregs! Then I could say, “ For ME.” Then.
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said the preacher, “ We have our cups to drink. Perhaps there is a youny
man here who has just lost @ mother! Brother, your Father has given
_you that cup; drink it up! Yon will find sweetness at the hottom!”

A FEW WORDS TO THE YOUNG.

I now eee it would have been a great mercy for me if I had joined the
*Church at that time. Bnt I was afraid to take the step; and no one
spoke personally to me about it. Dear young fricnds, if you love Jesus,
and are trusting only in His finished work, join the Church at once; for
the fold is the place for the lambs. If no one speaks to you, speak for
yourself; for He is worthy for whom you should do this. As it was, I got
Into a cold and dark state; prayer was often only a mere formality, and
there was but little enjoyment in the services of the house of God.

REVIVAL,

God was merciful, and would not leave me, although I had left Him.
Being on a visit to Thame, in Oxfordshire, my friend Mr. Elton, who has
just been called home, said to me, “ We shall expect you to give an
address in the school to-day.” I replied, “I cannot do that.” Then,
said he, “I shall call upon you to pray.” I refused; but now I was
thoroughly aroused, and began again to seek the Lord with all my heart;
and resolved, if God would bless me again, I would come out and join
the Church. Under a sermon by Mr. Foreman, from the words, ¢ To the
praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted
in the Beloved,” I was again brought into liberty; and now, profiting by
past experience, I, with a dear brother with whom I had taken sweet
counsel, spoke to Mr. Foreman about joining the Church that very night.
On Lord’s day-afternoon, December 9th, 1855, I gave my testimony
before the Church at “ Mount Zion,” and was heartily accepted.

THE NIGHT OF MY BAPTISM.

The last Lord’s-day in January, 1856, I, with 18 others, was privi-
leged to follow the Saviour in His own ordinance; and what a holy and
hallowed time it was! Oh, the joy of that night! I could always see
baptism by immersion to be the only baptism of the New Testament: dut
that naght I saw baptism in « new light; and if any persons wonder why
T am such a thorough Baptist, I can only say, My Lord made me so
by the overwhelming blessings of that night!  Believers little know what
they lose by disobedience to their Lord's command.

“Sweet the sign that thus reminds me,
Saviour, of Thy love to me;
Sweeter still the love that binds me,
In its deathless bond to Thee.
O, what pleasure
Buried with my Lord to be.”

The following Lord’s-day I was received into the Church at Mount
Zion Chapel, Hill-strect, Dorset-square. But our space is filled, and we
stay our pen. We may perhaps, if the Lord will, relate His dealings
with ns since then, another time. May God bless all our readers with
the blessings of His saving grace, for, “ Happy is that people that is in
such a case; yea, happy is that people, whose God is the Lord.”
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WE SHALL SEE THEIR FACES NO MORE.

By JoBEN WATERs BANKS.

Tax Lord has seen fit in His all-wise providence to take to Himself four
beloved friends, with whom we were more or less intimately acquainted.
Each in their time had filled the niche in the Church of the living God
for which grace had distinguished them. Qur sorrow is because we shall
see their faces no more. Should it be our happy privilege to meet them in
“the city not made with hands,” we shall behold them free from sorrow,
free from pain, in the image and likeness of our most glorious Lord. We
delighted, more than words can express, to meet and converse with them
here, but they have passed the boundary—the mark which divides time
from eternity; and, as it is not possible for them to return to us, our hope,
our prayer, and our desire is, that when it is our turn to leave these earthly
shores, we may join them, unite in the never-ending song, and, as the late
Daniel Smart was wont to say, “ when I get to heaven, if any poor sinner
can sing louder than I, they may and welcome; I mean to do my best.””
Our attention is first drawn to

TRE LATE MRs. W. APPLEGATE.

Mrs. Mary Ann Applegate was the the wife of Mr. William Applegate, of
Trowbridge, who has been for about 30 years deacon of * Zion” Chapel in
that town, and superintendent of the Sunday school connected with that
place for about the same period. In all his endeavours to promote the
welfare of each institution connected with “ Zion,” he found a cheerful help-
meet in his devoted and loving but now translated partner. They were-
united in the double tie of hushand and wife, and Church members for
nearly a half a century, and it could be truly said of them, in bhusiness
matters, in domestic life, and in the affairs of the Church, they had one
heart. Mrs. Applegate was baptized by the late John Warburton in the
year 1850, and from the time the Lord first revealed Himself to her as a
poor lost sinnper, till the date of her death, was an unwavering adherent to-:
the truths of the Gospel, the ordinances of His house, and Zion at large.
As a subject of Divine grace, she gave all the praise and glory to God
for what He had made her, and done for her, and for what she was enabled
to do for others. Being bighly favoured with the blessings of this life, it
was her custom for the past twenty years to adminster, systematically and
periodically, to the needy of the ‘““household of faith.” She was not ar
empty talker, her faith was manifest by her works. It was our great
privilege to be intimately acquainted with her,and we have often noticed,
as we sat by her side in the honse of God, with what pleasure she listened
to the word of life, and the lines of David Denham (hymn 996) were strik-
ingly true of her,—

 His gospel she beard with delight,

And set, to her seal it was true.”
We cannot forbear our own personal testimony to her uniform Christian
kindness and gentleness, and that of her beloved husband and noble family,.
toward us ever since we became connected with them. Our deceased sister-
in-law had a numerous family (some of whom have long since gone to
rest), leaving four sons and four daughters to mourn their loss, and
whom we know will do their best to console their widowed father.
For the past six months Mrs. A. had been under medical treat-
ment, during which time fears and hopes alternate rose. On
Saturday, May 26th, her husband took her out in the carriage for a change
of air. Sunday, 27th, she took tea with the family; Monday, 28th, at 4 a.m.,
the nurse noticed a change, the family were summoned, and on Wednesday,
May 30th, 1888, the angelic host ushered her ransomed and redeemed soul
to her home above, to be for ever with the Lord. I'or some hours previous
to her departure she laid apparently unconscious, occasionally opening
her eyes and casting a sweet smile on the loving ores, who were watching
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and weeping as the mortal powers were gently and gradually failing; artic-
lation had ceased, but upon her husband saying to her, “ you are going to a
better home, my dear,” she assented with a nod, and a countenance full of
radiance. Mr. Applegate, in begging of the Lord for a confirming word as
to her safety, had the following words come with great power, * She shall
be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels,”
also, “ I have loved her with an everlasting love,” which passages left no
doubt of her being “ safe in the arms of Jesus.,” The funeral took place on
Monday, June 4th, when the mortal remains were interred in the family
grave, at Trowbridge Cemetery. Mr. Schofield and Mr. Moxzon officiated.
The funeral procession was very long. After the family came the deacons,
and Sunday-school officials, and a great number of the Church and congrega-
tion following the line of mourning and private carriages. Most of the shops
and houses in the town had shutters up and blinds drawn. She was borne
to the grave on the shoulders of Messra. Applegate & Son’s workpeople.
May the Lord help father and children to say, “The Lord gave, and the
Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.”

The second one we refer tois the late
BrLizaBETE SEARLE HILLMAaN,

widow of the late Mr. J. C. Hillman, for forty years a minister of the Gos-
pel in the Baptist denomination, fell asleep in Jesus, May 29th, 1888, at the
residence of her son-in-law, Mr. P. Reynolds, pastor of Providence Chapel,
Highbury-place, London. She had just passed her 78th birthday. For
nearly sixty years she had been a consistent follower of the Lamb. In her
youth she was fond of worldly gaiety, fashion, dancing, &c., but Divine
grace arrested her through the instrumentality of a poor old woman, who
stopped the giddy girl one day with the message, “The fashion of this
world passeth away.” The impression made upon the mind never wore off.
and she found peace through the atoning work of Jesus, of which she
never tired in speaking.

Twenty-three years ago her dear husband, a faithful and intelligent
Gospel preacher, was taken home; and all those years she cherished his
memory, and proved herself “a widow indeed.”

Deeply taught in Divine things, and uncompromising in her adherence
to the distinctive doctrines of our most holy faith, she yet manifested a
loving spirit to all she came in contact with, whatever sect they might
belong to. She was a true help-meet to her dear husband in his pastoral
work, and was greatly loved by the members of his flock.

On Saturday, May 26th, she complained of pain, and soon after com-
menced to vomit. The pain increased, until her sufferings became intense;
and, after forty-eight hours of agony, she succumbed to the attack of
peritonitis, and passed away to the land where there is no pain. For the
last hour-and-a-half of her life she was unconscious; but up to that time
she frequently ejaculated, “ Precious Jesus!"” And once she said, * This
is nothing to what Thou didst suffer for me.” A little while before she
became unconscious, a dear friend whispered into her ear, ‘“ Underneath
are the everlasting arms.” She looked up with a sweet smile, though
suffering much, and, in a clear voice, repeated the other part of the text-—
“The eternal God is thy refuge.”

She will be greatly missed by her sorrowing children, and especially by
Pastor P. Reynolds and his wife, with whom she had lived ever since their
marriage more than twelve years ago. She was a lively, yet spiritaally-
minded Christian, and ever thinking of others before herself.

Her remains were taken into Highbury-place Chapel on Saturday
morning, June 2nd, 1888, where a funeral service was conducted by Pastor
W. Hazelton, of Lewisham, after which the funeral cortége proceeded to
Waterloo Station, en route for Guildford, in Surrey, The deacous of
Highbury-place Chapel provided a coach for them and their wives, and
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followed; thus showing their love and respect for the departed. At
Guildford Station the mournful procession was enlarged by many friends,
among whom were Pastor E. Mitchell and his deacons, who had also pro-
vided a coach, in which they followed the remains to the cemetery, where
they were deposited in the same grave in which the remains of her dfa,r
husband were placed twenty-three years before. Mr. Mitchell conducted
the service at the grave, and many tears were shed by the numerous
friends who had gathered round—tears not of regret for her home-going, but
tears because of the void the home-going had made down here.

HeNRY AbpaMs

was for over twenty years deacon of Providence, Islington, and was one of
the number who originated and formed the Church near forty years ago.
A few years since he went to reside at Barnet, for the benefit of his wife’s
health, and assisted in establishing a cause of truth in that place and was
chosen to the office of deacon. Four months ago the Lord took from him his
partner in life, while our brother was on a bed of affliction. During the
past few months he sorely suffered from great darkness of mind; he was
frequently visited by his beloved son, Mr. P. Reynolds, Mr. Willey and others,
who read the Wordand prayed with him, butit yielded no immediate comfort;
“ Satan (as Mr. Reynolds said in preaching the funeral sermon) tracked
his path severely,” but a little while before he expired, the Lord came,
and he cried out, “I am trusting in Jesus,” and thus the promise again
proved true, “ At evening time it shall be light,” and on Thursday, May
3lst, at the age of 60, he entered into the joy of his Lord. His remains
were taken into Providence, Highbury-place, on Monday, June 4th, where a
funeral service was conducted by Mr. Reynolds, amid a large number of
sorrowing relatives and friends, and afterwards taken to Abney Park
Cemetery, and laid in the grave by the side of those of his wife. Sunday,
June 3rd, was a very solemn day at Providence; our pastor, with a heart
full of grief, referred to the loss of his mother and Mr. Adams. The morn-
ing sermon was about heaven, from the words, “ And there shall be no
night there,” &c. (Rev. xxii. 5); in the evening, “O death, where is thy
sting,” &c. (1 Cor. xv. 55, 56, b7); at the ** table of the Lord’s supper,” _with
much feeling, Mr. Reynolds adverted, with solemn and suppressed feelings,
amidst many weeping hearts, to these very touching, bereaving dispensa-
tions.

The fourth removal from our midst is that of our dearly beloved
brother,

JorN MUMFORD,

who fell asleep in Jesus, June 2nd, 1888, aged 77 years. Our departed
brother was a solid, staid, lover of the truths of the Gospel, and for years
stood deacon of “Hope,” Bethnal Green, and afterwards was a member
and officer of the Church at Speldhurst-road. He was one who loved plain,
straightforward, experimental preaching, and was wonttosay, “ Prophesy
not unto me smooth things.” Empty, frothy, wordy preaching yielded
him no comfort. He died as he had lived, depending on the free and
sovereign grace of God. We loved him sincerely for the truth’s sake, and for
his constant, unabated attention to our late dear father during his illness. We
were on our way to visit him when we heard of his depurture to his home
above. A kind note from his daughter-in-law, Mrs. W. Mumford, we much
prize, tells us his remains were interred in Abney Park Cemetery, june 7th.

Thus the Lord has removed from us four useful, honourable, workers
in His vineyard, The voice speaks very loudly, “ Be ye also ready.” The
Lord prepare us all for the solemn event.

Tag Late Danier Smant, ofF CRANBROOK.
The Strict Baptist Church has sustained another loss in the person of
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-our beloved brother Daniel Smart, of Cranbrook, Kent, who was well-known
in London, and in the East, West, North, and South of England. Mr. Smart’s
ministry was of the experimental line principally, though he declared the
whole counssl of God, neither courting the smiles, nor fearing the frowns
of men. Ho felt the importance of the work he was called to, and his chief
concern was to deliver the message God gave him with a clear conscience.
His ministry was greatly blessed to the tried ones of the household of
faith, among whom we mention our late beloved father, who, in the early
numbers of the EARTHEN VESSEL, and previous works, most affectionately
referred to Daniel Smart. The following brief account of his origin
ig all our limited space will allow us to give at this time:—

Daniel Smart was horn at Devizes, in Wiltshire, April 27th, 1808. On
the death of his father in 1823, he was apprenticed to an ironmonger in
Marlborough. He was brought to a knowledge of the truth in the year
1824, and was impressed with the important work of the ministry in 1830.
After speaking in the Lord’s name at various places with signs following,
Daniel Smart’s first pastorate was at Grove Chapel, Wantage, Berks, where
he remained four years. In 1836, he removed to Welwyn, Herts, and
occasionally supplied at Zoar, London, Brighton, &c. In 1850, he was
settled at Lakenheath, Suffolk, where he remained fourteen years, remov-
ing from thence to Cranbrook, in Kent, where for nearly twenty-five years
he preached the Gospel, and finished his earthly career, departing this life
April 27th, 1888, being within two days of eighty years of age—fifty-eight
of which were spent as a faithful minister of Jesus Christ. The Kent
Ezaminer says of him:—

“ The late Daniel Smart was a minister strikingly original in his lines
«of thought and speech, and one who sought to bring home to the minds of his
hearers the truths of the Gospel in a way which few modern preachers of
our day would care to follow; but the frait of his work was evidenced by
thecrowded congregations which his impassioned extempore discourses and
teachings brought togetber. 1ln his daily life he was ever on the outlook
for the needy and tbe distressed, whom, to the last penny of his income, he
was ready to assist, and when lying on a bed of sickness, his enquiries were
still for those who were struggling and in need of help. Of humble mind,
as became a worker for the great Master, his earnest, simple, and gentle
nature won many souls to Christ.”

THE FUNERAL.

On Monday, April 30th, the same day that Mr. J. S. Anderson’s remains
were laid to rest, the funeral of Mr. Daniel Smart took place. A letter
from brother Jabez Whitteridge, says he was favoured to go down and
attend with many others his funeral, which is very aptly described by the
local paper as follows:—

“The mortal remains of Daniel Smart were interred in Cranbrook
Churchyard, in the presence of nearly 700 spectators. The day was beauti-
fully fine, and many came from long distances to be present, carriages
awaiting the arrival of the trains at Staplehurst station. The time fixed
for the funeral was three o’clock; at that hour those following assembled at
Dearn Villa, deceased’s residence, to the number of nearly 400. The
mournful procession walked four or five abreast, the younger members
following last. Every mark of respect was shown by the inhabitants; busi-
ness places being closed and blinds drawn throughout the town. The
coffin, which was of polished oak with handsome brass mountings, bore
the simple inseription, ‘* Daniel Smart, born 27th April, 1808, died 25th
April, 1888, aged 80 years.” It was the wish of the deceased that he
should be laid to rest in the Churchyard at Cranbrook, and the funeral
service in the Church and at the grave, performed by the Vicar, Rev. A.
H. Harrison, M.A., which was accordingly doune. No wreaths or flowers
were visible, but there stood around his grave mourners of all denomina-
tions and creeds, testifying to the personal worth of the departed, to the
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good and earnest life he had lived, and to the love that was borne him dur-
g the long term of 58 years he had laboured in the ministry. After the
funeral a service was held at Providence Chapel, conducted by Mr. Wake-
ley, of Sittingbourne, and at which there was a crowded attendance.”

Many of our readers, in different parts of this and other lands, will be:
glad to learn tbat this highly honoured and useful servant of Christ was
laid to rest amid so many tokens of affectionate regard.

For eighteen months previous to his death he was quite unable to
occupy his pulpit, through bodily weakness; and during his last few days
on earth he had no desire whatever to talk to anyone. He had no fears,
but felt firmly fixed on the Rock of Ages; his only wish being that he
might feel more of the love of Christ in his soul.-——Joan WaTERs Baxks.

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN.

Dreparations for Pulpit  Ezercises. | Strict Baptist Mission. Mr. Doll’s notes.
By Charles Stovel. Edited, with Intro- | on

duction. &c., by W. Willis, Q.C. London:
E. Marlborough and Co., 51, Old Bailey.

We shall not soon forget hearing Charles | A. H. Guinness, )

Stovel preach on one occasion. Although
not. of our order and way of thinking
altogether. he was nevertheless a truly
great preacher: and Mr. Willis has acted
wisely and well in publishing the work
before us. In it will be found many
valuable illustrations necessary to be
known in preaching Christ acceptably.
Mr. Stovel used notes in the pulpit to a
large extent. A specimen of one of his
manuscript discourses is given in the
present volume. Certainly we have no
belief in a continuation of incoherent
ramblings in the pulpit. If a minister
finds assistance in the use of notes in the
pulpit. let him not hesitate in using
them. but not to an unlimited extent.
The Introduction of the work, by Mr,
Willis, will be read with much interest by
many, and especially by those who knew
Mr. Stovel and his happy pastoral labours
in Little Prescot-street Meeting-house.
MacAZINES.— T e Monthly Record con-
tinues to show up the base practices of
the mother of harlots, the Papal Church.
~—The Gospel Magazine, The May num-
ber is very interesting, as it contains an
account of Dr. Doudney's 48 years’ editor-
ship.—7he Olive Branch, a half-penny
monthly, devoted to the interest of the

on ‘“Exclusion from Caste” are most
instructive.—Monthly Letter of the Pro-
testant Alliance (May). This letter, by
aces the Defeat of the
%)anish Armada in its truest light.—The

cqular Baptist Magazine. The amount
of real good wrought by the wide circu-
lation of this well-conducted magazine
can only be known by God Himself,
We heartily wish it success, as also its
readers.—Lif¢ and Light, ho would
be without Life_and Light, when both
may be found (within four sheets
monthly) by applying to Mr. R. E. Sears,
50, Grove-road, Bow, E.—Thc Cavé
Adullam Messenger, The Valiant Men,”
narrated in historical verse month by
month, cannot fail to be read with in-
terest.—Amatewr Gardening (price 1d.),.
unrivalled both for quality and quantity.
To be had of all booksellers.—Z7he Fire-
side. The May number is one of the
best ever published. -Home Words, Day
of Days, and Hand and Heart are equal
to any before issued.—The Mission of
Christ; Joseph Irons’s last sermon, pre-
fixed to which is Irons's prayer before
sermon. To be had of D. Fisk, 6,
Brighton-place, Brighton.—7%he Silent
Messenger for May contains an interest-
ing account of its late respected Editor,
Mr. J. 8. Anderson, which will be read
with tearful eyes by many who cherish
his memory for truth’s sake.

TIIE AROMA

I woxner much what Paul would say
If he could only hear
How the wire preachers of tc-day
At his confessions sneer :
For these self-righteous men of earth
Won't preach the dear Redecemer’s worth .
To view our modern teachers’ ills,
‘Which muke 1he faithful sigh,
It seems to me this man of God
For very grief would die :
Oh, might hir living counsels prove
A barrier to their downward move !
Their well-strung tones eclipse the grace
Which through Redemption flows;
For oh ! their teaching does not yield
The scent of sharon’s Rose;
Methinks, had they this treasure found,
Their hewits would breathe its fragrance round.
Hrighton.

OF CHRIST.

They scldom use the terms we love
Concerning Calvary,

But east upon the cross of Christ
Their poiished enmity :

Atoning love they seek to hide,

Beneath their own exalted pride.

Ye who have known the sacred joy,
The name of Jesus brings;

‘Whose cars have heard the pleasant sound
The Gospel message rings—

Seek merc{l for the sinful throng,

‘Whom such have taught to hold the wrong.

Oh, lift your hearts, 2'e praying souls,
With supplicating tear,

That the sweet odour of His name
Be wafted far and near; ;

Till each one ateeged in error hrings

‘T'rue homage to the King of kings!

Cannre Lisur.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

[

THE SURREY TABERNACLE,
THE first anniversary of the settlement
of Mr. O. 8. Dolbey as pastor of the
Surrey Tabernacle was commemorated
on Wednesday, June 13th. There wasa
large congregation present in the after-
noon to hear Mr, E, Mitchell, of Guild-
ford, who is a tried friend of the cause
at the Surrey Tabernacle, and was one
of the most valued suppiies when the
Church was without a pastor. Mr.
Mitchell preached a sermon abounding
in Gospel truths from Rom. viii. 23:—
“ And not only they, but we ourselves
also, which have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body.” A tea
followed, and a public meeting in the
evening. Mr. Dolbey occupied the chair,
and it must have cheered his heart to
see the chapel so well filled. He was
supported. by brethren Dearsly, Mit-
chell, Bush, and Holden, and thedeacons.
Mr. Dolbey opened the meeting by read-
ing Psa. cxxxiii. and cxxxiv., after which
Mr. Dearsly implored God’s blessing
upon the meeting. Mr. Dolbey rose
and said: My dear fellow-labourers,
Christian brethren; and friends, I must
say that I greet you heartily in the
name of the Lord, and I trust that we
may be favoured, in answer to His ser-
vant’s prayer, to realise His gracious
presence, so that we may indeed be
encouraged still to hope in His mercy,
and go forward in those paths into
which He will be pleased to guide us.
To me this is a very unusual service, for
although I have been in the ministry
ten years, this is the first pastor's anni-
versary of my own that I ever had the
privilege of seeing. In Yorkshire

pastors have no anniversaries of their

settlement. So thisismy first,and I am

thankful that I have been privileged :
to live to see this day, for my great con-
cern, when I hoped the Lord inclined ,
my heart to come among you was, "

“Shall 1 wear?” When you go to pur-
chase certain articles that may be very

pleasing to the eye, you ask, Will they !

wear? That was a great concern with
me. I had worn something like nine
years in the country, and I believe the
people that I left would say that I had
not worn out. Still we know there are
different roads that people travel that
make a wonderful difference to their
shoes—ministerial shoes; so that we may
be able to walk country roads, but to
walk (shall T say?) city roads is quite
another thing. The word of the Lord
which expresses my feelings you will
find in Acts xxvi. 22: ““Having, there-
fore, obtained help of God, I continue
unto this day.” This, to 1ne, must be a
time of acknowledgment, and I feel that

I am greatly indebted, not only to you,
but to our covenant God, for without
His help I should not have continued
unto thisday. What! say you, not one
year? No, not one year, or half a year.
apart from the help of God. Our hrother
Mitchell spoke very nicely this after-
noon in relation to some of the ex-
periences of God's servants. He said they
look very happy sometimes in the pulpit,
and the people in the pews would envy
them; but we do not dwell in the pulpit,
we have to come downstairs, as well
as go upstairs, and this going down
means a great deal to the minister,
When he gets home he thinks how many
things he might have said, and the few
things he did say have been so poorly
said. There is a wonderful going down,
that sometimes he is tempted to s<ay.
like Jeremiah, I will speak no more in
the name of the Lord.” But the Lord
has helped us with a little liberty, helped
us out of our bondage, so that in some
measure God’s people have been edified.
He had been helped many times by the
prayers of his people, sometimes by the
presence of God'speople,and if he might
interpret their presence aright, it meant,
““We are not tired of you: we wish still
to hear you.” And so by vour presence
to-night we feel we have obtained help
of our God. I have been encouraged
again by our beloved deacons. I have
found our brethren a wonderful help in
every possible way and manner. May
God, in his infinite mercy, bless our
testimony more and more, so that you
may bless and praise His glorious name
who has not forgotten yvou, but remem-
bered you with the favour He bears to
His people.

Mr. Albert Boulden gave out the hvmn,
*Now to grace as debtors we.”

Myr. Holden gave an address from the
words, ** Master. it is good to be here.”
It was good because (1) the place was
good, for it was apart from the world;
(2) the .company was good: (3) the con-
versation was good; (4) the vision was
good. Many can truthfully appropriate
the apostle’s words and say, in respect to
the Surrey Tabernacle, ** Master, it ix
good to be here.”

Mr. Carr followed with an outspoken
address on one of the names of God's
people, viz., sheep, and the Great Shep-
herd of their souls; and as sheep must
have something more substantial than
wind to feed upon, so, said Mr. Carr, the
pastor during his first year had been
enabled to provide food for the old sheep,
the aged of His people; the young sheep
had received their portion, and the
lambs had been fed with that food most
convenient for them. Mr. Carr could
substantiate all he said, as the sheep had
often betraved their character in his
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hearing, Mr, Carr not being a man who
is likei' to mistake the cry of a sheep
from the mnoise of a wolf, although
dressed in borrowed clothing.

Mr. Bush observed that he was pleased
to be there, for in that place he felt not
to be either *‘a stranger or a guest, but
like a child at home.” He made some
observations fromn the words, “For the
Lord God is a Sun and Shield.” &c. (Psa.
Ixxxiv. 11). Mr. Bush's remarks are
always to the point: his affectiou for the
people of the tabernacle is deep and
lasting, and he is highly esteemed among
them for hix work’s sake.

M. Mitchell spoke from Psa, exxvi. 3:
*“The Lord hath done great things for
us: whereof weareglad.” making passing
reference to the tercentenary of the
destruction of the Spanish Armada, also
to the bicentenary of the Revolution of
1688, that great landmark in the civil
and religious history of this country.
Great things had God done for us as a
nation. as individuals; great things had
he done for the Church at the tabernacle,
for which they desirel to thank Him;
and this meeting was but the utterance
of a grateful heart, thanking God for
Hix past mercies, in which, said brother
Mitchell, they were like the old divine
who observed. * When you come to God
for fresh mercies, don’t forget to bring
the receipt for the old ones with vou
Mr. Mitchell is as good on a platform
as heisin a pulpit.

Mr. Rundell bore truthful testimony
10 the mindfulness of God towards His
geople, from the words, ““ The Lord hath

een mindful of us.” Between 16 and
17 vears had He been mindful of them as
a Church, keeping them together, holding
to His truth, still preserving them to
praise Him for His goodness, both indi-
vidually and as a people.

Mr. Albert Boulden rejoiced at the
satisfactory state of things at the taber-
nacle, testified to God’s goodness, to the
love of the people for their pastor, and
echoed the wish that it might so con-
tinue for years to come.

To the tune of Miles’ Lane, that grand
old hymn was sung, ‘' All hail the power
of Jesu's name.” We would heartily
recommend those few good folks who as
a rule do not care for public meetings,
not to fail to attend the next at the
Surrey Tabernacle, when we venture to
think they will be agreeably dis-
appointed.—(From notes kindly supplied
by Mr. Walter Krast and Mr. Robert
Stockwell,)

RISHANGLES. SUFFOLK —Services
were held in this chape] on Good Friday.
In the afternoon C. Hill preached an
impressive sermon from Psalm xlviii.
9. Inthe evening a very pleasant meet-
ing was held, consisting of singing, reci-
tations, addresses, and prayer. Many
felt it good to be there. This chapel is
now being renovated.—P. BARRELL,

EARTHEN VESSEL

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MR.
THOMAS JONES, PASTOR-ELHCT,
AND THE CHURCH AT SLAITH-
WAITE.

The Chureh of Christ, Meeting for Divine
Worship at Providence Baptist Chapel,
Slaithwaite,

DEAR BROTHER,—At a Church-meet-
ing on Sunday, April 29, specially called
for the purpose, it was proposed and
carried unanimously that you be asked
to take the oversight of the Church at
Slaithwaite and become the minister,
and we hope the Lord will direct you to
decide as shall be to His honour and
glory. There has been many prayers
sent up to the Lord that we might be
guided by His counsel, and that He
would send us a man which would
speak the truth as it is in Jesus, and the
Church has said by its act that you are
the man, and we trust that He will
enable you to do as His servant did of
old, to take our case to Him, and if we
are both guided by Him we shall not go
wrong.

I now conclude, wishing you and
yours every blessing and comfort a
covenant God has laid up in store for
His children.

Yours in behalf of the Church,
JOSHUA GARSIDE,
(Signed)

J. HIiesTt, }
S. Luny, chacons.

Mr. T. Jones, May 1, 1888,

To the Church, Meeting for Divine Wor-
ship at Providence Particular Baptist
Chapel, Slaithwaite.

BELOVED BRETHREN,—Grace, mercy,
and peace be unto you. I can truly say
with the apostle, “I thank God upon
every rememberance of you.” The fel-
lowship that I have been privileged to
enjoy among you has deepened that
feeling in my own soul. After much
prayer and exercise of mind and watch-
ing concurring events, more especially
in listening to the voice of the divine
Spirit in the Word as revealed and ap-
plied to me, I can come to no other
decision than cordially accepting the
unanimous call given by you asa Church
of Christ. Believe me, brethren, that I
do so with much fear and trembling. I
am conscious of my weakness and many
infirmities; yet, at the same time, it is
my comfort in the great and responsible
undertaking to know that we are a God-
fearing and truth-loving people, and
that as your prayers have been many
s0 I believe they will continue to be as
fervent and as freguent as in the past,
for the Lord to help me in preaching
the Word, and that the Word may
a.ccomplisil the gracious purpose for
which it was sent both to saint and
sinner.

Resting upon the promises of a faith-
ful, unchanging God, and upon your
affectionate co-operation from time to
time, I pray that the union may be for
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our mutual good and spiritual pros-
})erity, that we may increase in the know-
edge of Christ, our experience deepen in
the things of God, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit we maf' Erow in grace,
and finally, when our labours, prayers,
and fellowship shall cease here, may
every one, through the grace of Jesus
Christ, receive an abundant entrance
into the everlasting kingdom of God.

1 intend, God willing, to commence
my labours among you the first Lord’s-
day in August.

Believe me, brethren, to remain, yours
to serve in the Gospel

May 22, 1888.

[Our brother Thomas Jones laboured
at Cubberly for eight years with much
acceptance, from which place he re-
moved, by the Lord’s direction, to the
highly-favoured cause at Slaithwaite,
where we hope he will long remain in
honour and usefulness. ur brother
0. S. Dolbey is still remembered and
much esteemed by the Church and con-

regation at Slaithwaite. The Lord
%e praised.—ED.]

THoMAS JoNEs.

ACTON.—NEW BAPTIST CHAPEL.—
Some few years ago a band of friends
met together for worship in a room at
Acton. It was soon felt, however, that
this was not the place to attract a con-
gregation, and as there was no Church
of our communion within several miles,
it was determined to make an effort to
raise funds in order to build a suitable
house of God. We are glad to say that
our united effort has been very successful
so far. We have bought a well-posi-
tioned plot of ground, and have erected
a substantial iron chapel capable of
seating some 200 persons. We are still
needing about £125, and we confidently
appeal to all lovers of truth to help us
wipe off this small balance. Thefriends
connected with the cause have worked
nobly, and we earmestly trust that in a
short time this comparatively small sum
may be cleared off. Can you help us?
Any small sum will be gratefully re-
ceived, and will be faithfully devoted to
the liquidating of this deficit.—For the
Financial Committee, W. ARCHER, flon.
Sec., 33, Varden-street, London, E.

HIGHBURY.—Anniversary of Provi-
dence Sunday-school was held on Sun-
day and Tuesday, June 10th and 12th.
Sermons were preached by brethren P.
Reynolds (pastor), J. H. Lynn, and
Mitchell. The children, under the able
tuition of Mr. Burrows and Miss Willey,
sgmf most sweetly, Never did we hear
little voices so harmoniously blended in
the song of praise, which elicited the
spontaneous eulogy from the brethren
who addressed the evening meeting.
There were tears of joy, and all united
in hoping that they might be taught by
the Holy Spirit to sing with the heart.
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Brethren Sears, Mitchell, Lynn, Cope-
land, and the pastor took part. That
patient, practical, loving Sunday-school
advocate, I. R. Wakelin, presided. and
distributed the prizes. In every way it
was the best Sunday-school anniversary
that has been held at Providence for
many years, We sincerely hope that as
the Lord is removing the fathers and
mothers the children may rise in their
stead. The secretary read a most encour-
aging report, and Mr. Adams (superin-
tendent) was grateful for the pleaxing
results.—J. W. B.

RECOGNITION OF MR, WILLIAM
MOXHAM, AS PASTOR OF CHATS-
WORTH-RD. CHAPEL, CLAPTON.
Very interesting services were held

here on Tuesday, May 22nd, in connection

with the recognition of our brother. Mr,

William Moxham, as pastor of the

Church. The afternoon service com-

menced with singing the well-known

hymn, “ Saved from the power and guilt
of sin,” etc. Our good brother. Mr,

Adam Dalton, then read the Scriptures

and prayed, and Mr. G. W. Shepherd, of

Hill-street, Marylebone, preached a

weighty and impressive sermon to a

large congregation from Ephesians i.

22,23, “And hath put all things under

his feet, and gave Him to be the Head

over all things to the Church, which is

His body, the fulness of Him that filleth

all in all.” Of this sermon, which was

listened to with fixed attention, and
which has been since referred to by
many with great pleasure. we will not
give a mere sketch. We hope our bro-
ther will see his way clear to print it, as
we have requested him to do so. About

130 sat down to tea, which was very ably

and satisfactorily served by the ladies.
After tea we adjourned to hold our

evening meeting in the Chatsworth-road

Tabernacle, kindly lent for the occasion.

The meeting was presided over by our
ood friend, Mr. C. Wilson, in his usual
earty and cheerful manner. and com-

menced by singing, “ Kindred in Christ

for His dear sake.” After prayer Mr.

Wilson called upon Mr, Moxham to make

his statement of belief.

[We regret we are compelled to hold
this statement over for a future No.]

THAME, OXON.—On Thursday, May
10, our anniversary services were held,
and special sermons preached by Mr. P.
Reynolds, of London. There were good
congregations, and the preacher was
listened to on both occasions with
marked attention. About 100 sat down
to tea. The collections and profits of
tea amounted to £6 1s. 5d. We feel very
grateful to our friends from Wycombe,
Alsbury, Askett, Sydenham, and other
neighbouring villages, for their sym-

athy on the occasion. May the God of

srael abundantly prosper our little
cause. So prays—T. TARRY.
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TROWBRIDGE.—The scholars and
teachers of Zion, numbering nearly 300,
assembled in the school-room on Tnes-
day. May 22nd. at three o'clock, Tea
was provided, after which a procession
was formed, and, headed by the superin-
tendents. Messrs. W. Applegate and G.
‘Gore, and the late pastor, Mr. Schofield,
paraded the principal streets of the town
and proceeded to a field near Quarter-
way-lane, kindly lent by Mr, F. Garlick.
The ranks of the procession were gay
with banners, flags, floral devices, &e.,
and the juveniles brought up the rear
in a brake kindly lent by Mr. Applegate.
Arriving at the field, the scholars, under
the surveillance of the superintendents
and teachers. indulged in innocent re-
creation till dusk, when all were called
together, and after giving hearty cheers
to Mr. Garlick for his kindness in lend-
ing the field, returned in procession to
the school-room. A few remarks were
made by the superintendents and Mr.
Schofield, and Mr. G. Gore made a very
feeling reference to the illness of Mrs.
W. Applegate, and his remarks were cor-
dially endorsed by all present. After
singing some hymns each scholar was
dismissed with a lump of plum cake,

WELLINGBORQ® TABERNACLE.—
The anniversary of the Sunday-school
of the above place was held on Lord’s-
day, May 20th, when sermons were
yreached, morning and evening, by E.
Marsh. of Laxfield. who also delivered
an address to the scholars and friends in
the afternoon. The congregations were
large. evening meeting crowded. On
the following day Mr. Skelly, of Raunds,
preached in the afternoon, after which
vea was provided in the school-room, to
which a large number sat down. The
evening meeting was presided over by
Deacon Dulley, who expressed the plea-
<ure it gave him to be surrounded on the
ilatform by men not likely to become
followers of the Down Grade Company.
Men who held most firmly those things,
most surely believed amongst us. After
some very telling remarks on the neces-
«ity of holding and contending for the
inspiration of the Word, he called upon
Mr. King, of Carlton, to address the
meeting. Brother King “puton Christ "
berween the age of 14 and 15, and having
exjerienced the blessedness of the
Master's service now for many years, his
words came with force and power as he
spoke from Haggai ii. 4, 5. e said the
words first excited gratitude. ‘‘The
Spirit of the Lord remaineth among
vou.” During the past year the beloved
jastor. with others, had been removed
from them, but the Spirit of the Lord
remained. The speech was listened to
with well-merited interest. Mr. Skelly,
f Raunds. next addressed the meeting,
.ud made some most timely remarks on
the words, “ Arise, shine, for thy light is
come.” etc. Telling illustrations were
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drawn from nature, and brought forth
in contrast with heaven’s own command
to the followers of Christ, enforced for
His sake. Brother Morley, of Rushden

followed with a thoroughly practica,i
speech on * Discipline,” in which one
might have thought they were listening
to an aged teacher of three-score years
and ten contemplating retiring from
office, and issuing forth the resuFt of his
experience to the labourers left to take
his place. The beloved superintendent,
Mr. Lissenden, gave sound advice both
to teachers and scholars in a speech that
showed his heart was in his work. A
very encouraging report was read by the
worthy secretary, Mr. Wright, which
showed there were on the books 185
scholars, with a staff of 21 teachers.
Two senior Bible-classes, well attended,
and in loving harmony with the school;
a mutual improvement class was another
cheering feature in the Christian work
among the young, and the amount col-
lected for the Strict Baptist Mission
told the interest the young people took
in that good society—#£4 13s. 4d. being
gathered amongst them. A clear finan-
cial statement was also read, which
showed a balance in hand on the right
side, to which from the services of the
two days about £15 were added. Special
hymns were sung on the Lord’s-day, the
singing of which told the care spent in
the tralning of the youthful voices. We
were pleased to see the aged and beloved
widow of the late pastorable tobe at the
services, both on the Lord's-day and
Vonday evening. 'The Lord appear for
His bereaved Church, prays—E. M.

SUTTON-AT-HONE. — Two special
services were held in this little sanctuary
on Wednesday, June 12th. Mr.
Winters preached two sermons, Mr.
Adam Dalton, for many yearsthe honest
and loving pastor of the Church, was
present, and assisted in the services. Mr.
A. B, Hall, of Meopham, also rendered
assistance. Two good brethren from the
Erith Church were present, also friends
from Meopham. A good company sat
down to tea. Thehearts of the brethren
and sisters of the cause were much
cheered and profited. Qur beloved friend
and brother, Mr, Dalton, son of Mr, A.
Dalton, the late pastor, labours hard in
a quiet way for the good of this cause.
He is also very useful in the school, and
has a band of young lads under his
charge, whom he instructs in God’s
blessed Word. We spent a short time at
his residence, with his godly wife and
father, and found the occasion a soul-
profitable one, Our deepest thanks are
due to our beloved brother A, Dalton
and his good and kind wife for their
hospitality. The Lord reward them (we
cannot), and may the cause at Sutton
revive, and prove a blessing to the
neighbourhood. So prays—THE EDITOR.
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CROWLE, DONCASTER. -~ Baptist
Sunday-school anniversary was held on
Sunday, June 10th. Excellent sermons,
full of spiritual teaching. were preached
by Mr. J. A. Andrews, morning and
-evening, to good congregations; and a
special service for children, parents, and
friends was held in the afternoon, which
was also well attended, and at which
Mr. J. A, Andrews presided. Recita-
tions, dialogues, etc., of a sound and
excellent character, were given by the
children, interspersed by singing.
Special hymns were sung at all the ser-
vices. On Monday, June 11th, a social
tea was provided in the school-room, to
which a goodly number sat down, all the
tables being full. The trays were given
by various ladies and friends of the
‘Church and congregation. After the
tea a public meeting was held in the
chapel, at which Mr. T. C. Horobin pre-
sided, A brief, but most encourai%ing
report was given by pastor W. Row-
ton Parker (in the absence of Mr. Sin-
clair, the secretary), and then some
-excellent addresses followed, the
speakers being the chairman, and
Messrs. J. A, Andrews, W. M. Anderson.
J. Birkitt, J. B. Le Gassick, M.A., and
A. L. Jones, the pastor closing up the
rear by moving a vote of thanks to the
-chairman, the speakers, the ladies, and
all the friends who had helped so nobly
in the work. The collections taken at
the various services were all good, and,
financially, thisanniversary has been the
most successful held at Crowle for years.
On Wednesday, the 13th, the children
walked in procession through the town,
with the school banner flying, singin
at intervals, and afterwards partook o:
an excellent tea, provided for them in
the school-room. Tea over, the usual

ames followed in a field, kindly lent
%or the purpose, and a plentiful supply
of sweets and nuts were distributed at
intervals during the evening, the gifts
-of generous friends.

CAMBERWELL.—AGED PILGRIMS
AsYLUM. — The fifty-third anniver-
sary of this comfortable home for 42
aged pilgrims was held on Thursday,
June 7th, The day was favourable, and
‘a goodly company of friends met at the
building. The sermon in the afternoon
was preached by the pastor of the Surrey
‘Tabernacle from Psalm xc. 1—a real
Gospel discourse. The chapel was well
filled. About 170 friends assembled in
the spacious tent for tea. At half-past
six our old and valued friend, T. M.
Whittaker, Esq., took the chair. After
singing, prayer was offered by Mr.
Whellock, The chairman then gave a
few kind and loving words of welcome
and Jgratitude for past mercies to this
Asylum, the first home erected by the
Society. The secretary, Mr. W. Jackson,
Presented his annual statement. Three
-of the inmates had gone to their be-
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loved Lord, where He is, during the past
ear. The vacancies had heen flled up.
rs. Hopwood, an old and attached
member of the Committee, had left for
the better land, after many years' ser-
vice. Several friends had manifested
kindness to the inmates in many ways.
The chapel services are much valued.
especially by those who are too feeble to
go elsewhere. The oldest inmate is near
90; the youngest 63 years of age. Mr,
Jackson then referred to the Benevolent
Fund in connection with the Asylum,
to which the collections of theday were
devoted. This fund was formed in 1859
for the purpose of supplying medica
attendance, nurses where necessary, and
other comforts for the sick inmates. It
is under the management of the Ladies’
Committee. About £100 a year has
been the expenditure, and it is much
wished that a few more annual subseri-
bers to this fund could be obtained. for
it has been a_great blessing to many in
the Asylum. Excellent addresses were de-
livered by Messrs. Archdeacon Richard-
son, Styles, Dolby, Thomas Carr, Esq..
and Captain Wilson. Thanks having
been voted to the chair and acknow-
ledged, this very happy meeting termi-
nated. The Secretary will be thankful
to receive any help for the sick folks in
money or kind. Our friendsknow what
is needed in times of affliction and weak-
ness.—WILLIAM JACKsoN. 29, Marl-
borough-road, Upper Holloway, N.
Office, 83, Finsbury-pavement. E.C.

HACKNEY (SHALOM),OvAL—Special
services of no ordinary kind were held
in this highly favoured sanctuary on
June 5th. In the afternoon a large
gathering of friends convened to honour
and encourage the pastor, Mr. Henry
Myerson, and to hear a sermon from the
lips of Mr. W. Winters, and we have
reason to believe they were not dis-
appointed, but profited and blest. The
deacons and friends surrounding Mr.,
Myerson all seemed happy and united,
and were of one heart in making visitors
from neighbouring Churches welcome
and comfortable. Our brother Myerson
is well known throughout the Churches
as & sterling man of truth, and therefore
well deserving encouragement. A large
body of friends partook of tea. In the
evening Mr. James Lee, presiding,
opened the meeting with a hymn. Mr.
Marﬁ'erum offered earnest prayver. and
excellent addresses were delivered by
the worthy chairman, and the following
brethren: Messrs. F. C. Holden, W. H,
Lee, C. Cornwell, W. Winters, W. Mobbs,
and the pastor; Mr. C. L. Kemp assisted.
Brethren W. Kempston and F. H. Noyes
were present, as also friends from
Wandsworth, Forest Gate, Clapton, and
other places. The residue of the debt
incurred in renovating the chapel was
cleared off, and all present were truly
gladdened. A hearty vote of thanks
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accorded the kind chairman concluded
these very happy and profitable meet-
ings.—ED.

COLCHESTER.—ST. JOHN'S GREEN
SuxpAY ScHooLn. — The anniversary
services in connection with this school
were held on Sunday and Monday, May
27th and 28th. The sermons were

reached on Sunday Dby the minister,
K/Ir. Brown. when special hymns were
most heartily sung by the children and
choir. At the meeting of teachers,
friends, and scholars on Monday eve-
ning, the balance sheet read by the
secretary showed receipts for the past
vear to have been £18 14s. 1d., and the
expenditure, £23 10s. 3d., leaving
£4 16s. 2d. due to the treasurer. The
total amount received on Sunday and
Monday was £11 6s. 93d. Three teachers
and 23 scholars were added during the
vear, making the present number to be
15 teachers and 187 scholars. Twenty-
four prizes were awarded to scholars
for regular and punctual attendance,
and sixteen for good essays on “The
Life of Joseph.” The singing of an
anthem by the choir brought to a close
a very happy meeting.

WEST HAM. — The Sunday-school
held its fifteenth anniversary on the
13th and 15th of May. On the Sunday
the sermons were delivered in the morn-
ing by the pastor, J. J. Clinch; in the
evening by J. Copeland. On the Tues-
day tea was served in the school-room.
A public meeting followed in the chapel.
Mr. I. R. Wakelin presided. The report
presented by the secretary, Mr. George
Oakey, showed continued prosperity.
There were 313 scholars on the books, an
average attendance in the morning of
112, and in the afternoon of 241.
Though in the past year only one had
become a professed follower of Christ,
there were others who had given evi-
dences that they were seeking the Lord.
A week evening Bible-class had beem
recently established, so that with the
Band of Hope meeting the young people
were brought together on iwo evenings
in the week. The teachers, numbering
20, were all members of Christian
Churches. More teachers, however,
were reguired. The school-room had
been renovated in the interior at a cost
of upwards of £12, %tianemlly borne by
the superintendent, Mr. Upsdale, and
the deficit with which the year begun of
£510s. 2d. was reduced at its close to
£9 6s. 8d. Periodical collections had
been made by the scholars for the Strict
Baptist Mission, and a cheque for #£5
10s. 7d as the result was handed over to
the chairman as secretary of that
Society. The chairman said that though
a stranger there he felt quite at home in
such a gathering. Commenting on the
good features of the report, he referred
specially to the attendances in the morn-
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ing, which he said was the best portion
of the Lord’s-day, and in a genial
manner he gave words of counsel and
advice to both scholars and teachers.
Mr. Copeland then addressed the meet-
ing on the planting of Paul, the waterin,
of Aypollos, and the increase of God.
Mr. J. E. Elsey followed with an attrac-
tive and instructive address on the
Gospel looking-glass. Mr. J. Griffith
took for the subject of his remarks the
retrospect, aspcet and prospect which
the report contained. Mr. J. H, Lynn
spoke of joy. Mr. J. Milbourne spoke of
“ Be not weary in well doing,” and Mr.
Noyes gave some warm-hearted words of
encouragement. Hymns and pieces
were sung by scholars and teachers be-
tween the addresses, At the close of the
meeting, which was one of the best we
have ever had, Mr. Wakelin interested
the children by showing them the idols
which Mr. Doll had brought to England
that were worshipped by those among
whom he laboured.

BROADSTAIRS.—A tea and public
meeting were held at Providence Baptist
Chapel on Whit-Monday. At the even-
ing service Mr. J. W. Carter presided
and read Psa. ciii. Brother Bloy, o
Birchington, offered prayer. The chair-
man introduced and interspersed with
suitable remarks, in the course of which
he kindly and cordially introduced the
two strangers, brethren Bloy and Bed-
dow. Addresses were also delivered by
W. Beddow, from the sentence, ‘‘ He
shall glorify Me,” and brother Bloy
from ‘“ As many as are led by the Spirit.
of God, they are the sons of God.”
Brethren Perry and Beddow closed with
prayer.

CRANSFORD, SUFFOLK. — Our
Sabbath-school anniversary was held on
May 20. Mr. E. Haddock preached in
the morning from Mark x.14. In the
afternoon the children recited various
selected pieces from Scripture, &c., in a.
very satisfactory manner, showing that
their little minds had been in%ively
exercise in committing them so well to
memory. They alsosang special hymns
for the occasion, Our good brother
preached in the evening from Gal. vi.
9. His words were very encouraging to
the young, also to parents and teachers,
and we trust they will prove a motto to
each teacher in the coming year. We
can say that during the past year we
have proved the truth of the above text;
for one dear girl has been brought out
of the Sabbath-school to follow in the
footsteps of her blessed Saviour; also a
teacher, for which we thank God and
take courage. On Monday the children
had their treat in a meadow kindly lent,
where they much enjoyed themselves.
To God be all the praise.—A WELL-
WISHER.
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SOUTHAMPTON, — Tuesday, May
15th, was the first anniversary of the
pastorate of W. Webb in that place. Mr,
W. Kempston, of London, preached in
the afternoon. A goodly number sat
down to tea. In the evening a public
meeting was held. Mr. Kempston pre-
sided, ~ After the chairman's opening
speech, he called upon brother Everet,

one of the deacons and a good supporter .

of the cause, to speak, which he did ina
sweet and savoury manner, giving an
outline of his call by grace, etc, Then
Mr. Hawkins, the other deacon, spoke of
the encouragement and savour that
rested upon them under the ministry of
their dear pastor. He also spoke very
blessedly from the words, ““ The Lord is
there.” The pastor, W. Webb, then
came forth like a bottle wanting vent,
and spoke from that blessed portion of
truth, * Let us make three tabernacles,
one for Thee, one for Moses, and one for
Elias.” The chairman, in his usual
manner, interspersed some gracious
truths between each speaker, and then
closed the meeting with a speech from
the words, “The law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ.” The deacons, pastor, and
friends returned their heartfelt thanks
to brother Cornwell, of Brixton, whose
meetingwwas being held that evening,
where W. Kempston should have pre-
sided, for allowing him to come and
show his sympathy with the friends at
Southampton. The pastor seems a little
discouraged, because in that large town
with its thousands of people, and yet so
few love the blessed truths of God. The
chairman tried to encourage him with
the truth, there was nothing too hard
for the Lord. Collections were made for
the pastor.

GRAVESEND.—The 11th anniversary
of the ministry of Mr. F. Shaw was
celebrated at Zoar on Tuesday, May 29th.
Mr. W. Winters preached in the after-
noon. There was a capital gathering of
friends on the occasion, as also to the tea
afterwards, We noticed friends from
Chatham, Cliffe, Lessness Heath, and
other places. In the evening the pastor,

r. Shaw, presided, and having an-
nounced “XKindred in Christ,” which
was heartily sung, he read Psa. i., and
Mr, West, of Erith, prayed. Mr. Shaw
said the language of the hymn just
sung was the language of his heart.
He had been favoured to complete 11
vears of happy labour with his people at

oar, and was as united, peaceful, and
brosperous as he had ever been with
them. During the past year 12 had
been added to the Church (eight of the
number by baptism). One had been
dismissed fo brother Lynn’s Church, one
transferred to %lory, and one had gone
over to the Salvation Army. During

e eleven years of Mr, Shaw’s ministry
there had been an addition of 83 mem-
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remained with them to-day, Eleven
| years ago there were 105 on the Church
ooks; now there are 120, but out of this
number 30 are only nominal members,
as is the case in nearly all Churches.
The present number of members is 90,
Brethren I. C. Johnson. W. K. Dexter,
A, Dalton, A, B. Hall, and W, Winters
addressed the friends. The meeting was
the best we ever saw at Zoar.

CHATHAM. — Re-opening services,
after cleansing and renovating Enon
Chapel were held on May 13th and 14th.
On Lord's-day Mr. C. Hewitt preached
two excellent sermons, and on the fol-
lowing day Mr. W. Winters preached in
the afternoon. These services were well
attended. Tea wasserved on the Monday
to a good company of friends, In the
evening I. C. Johnson, Esy., of Graves-
end, presided, and having read Songs of
Solomon iv., Mr. A, B, Hall prayed. Mr.
Johnson remarked that the expenses
incurred in renovating the chapel
amounted to about £40, and that £17
had been contributed towards that sum
by the friends of the cause. Mr. John-
son gave also a very instructive address
on the garden of the Lord, which he
beautifully illustrated by nature. Mr.
C. Hewitt, of Ponder’s-end, spoke well
from the words found in Isa.Ix. 13, Mr,
A. B. Hall, of Meopham, dwelt on some
pleasing incidents connected with several
of the old pastors of Enon. Mr. W.
Winters spoke warmly on the foundation
of the Church on Christ the Rock of
Ages; and Mr. J. Casse, sen., addressed
the friends in a very suitable way from
the words, ““ The Lord hath been mindful
of us,” The services were highly appre-
ciated and encouraging. To God be all
the glory.—ED.

TRING  (AKEMAN-STREET).——The
Sunday-school anniversary was held on
Whit-Monday, and also the jubilee of
Mr. T. Glover, who has done so much for
the school. The chapel was made gay
with flowers, lent by F. and G. Butcher,
Esq., for the occasion. Before the ser-
vice the children were photographed,
and at 2.15 Mr, Thomas (pastor) com-
menced the afternoon proceedings. The
sermon was from Matt. xviii. 2, * And
Jesus called a little child unto Him,”
and the heads were, *A ministering
child,” “A seeking child,” *“Wise and
understanding children,” “A child
knowing the Scriptures,” and there
were special remarks also to teachers
and parents. At theclose of the sermon
F. Butcher, Esq., made a present of a
silver tea-pot and cream jug to Mr. T.
Glover, from the past and present
teachers and scholars of the Akeman-
street School, and made some tender re-
marks to his old friend and fellow-
soldier in Christ. Mr. Glover made a
tonching reply, and referred with some

‘ bers, The major part of this number
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feeling to the work of the past 50 years ‘ Toovey,

in the school. Short addresses were
given by Messrs, R. Hodges, Rawlins,
and Coker. all old scholars
Glover's class, After a hearty tea, the
scholars and friends proceeded to enjoy
themselves in Tring Park, kindly lent
by Lord Rothschild. In theevening the
children and friends again assembled in
the chapel. when a service of song,
entitled ** The Seasons ” (the composition
of Mr. Thomas, the mnsic arranged by
Mr. Clement), was well rendered, and a
happy day was closed by singing the
verse, ‘‘ There is a land of pure ﬁellght."
and so we thank God and take courage.

SUDBOURNE, SUFFOLK. — The
anniversary of the Sunday-school was
held on Monday. May 21st. In the
afternoon recitations were given by the
children. These were of an interesting
character. and gave much credit. not
only to the children, but also to those
who had instructed them. Mr, R. E
Sears gave an address, after which tea
was served, and evidently enjoyed, if we
may judge by smiling facesand the buzz
of conversation. Mr, Sears preached in
the evening. and the Word was heartily
received. The chapel was crowded at
botL the services. Brother W. Large,
the pastor. is much encouraged in his
work. We were pleased to see him look-
ing so bright and happy. May the
blessing of the Lord abound yet more
and more.—So prays—R. E. S.

HADLEIGH.— On Lord’s-day, June
10, our hearts were cheered by success-
ful services on the occasion of our
school anniversary, when sermons were
preached by the pastor, B, J. Northfield.
The congregations were excellent all
day. extra seats having to be provided
afternoon and evening to accommodate
friends. The singing by the children,
under the leadership of Miss Waterman,
Miss Perry, and other friends, was very
hearty and good. Part of the afternoon
service was specially adapted to the
children, who answered questions put
to them in a manner that showed
efficient training by their teachers. The
friends liberally responded to the ap-
peal for pecuniary aid, our collections
amounting to £12 2s., which was more
than three pounds in excess of the
previous year. The day passed off in a
most encouraging way, and we felt that
we had thus another proof of the Lord’s
presence amongst us, and desire to
praise Him.

NXEW BARNET.—The friends wor-
shipping here commemorated their third
anniversary on Whit-Tuesday in the
Temperance Hall. Mr. W. J. Styles de-
livered a discourse, based on Heb. vii.
25. Abhout 70 persons sat down to tea.
At the public meeting, held at six
o'clock, Mr, J. Haines presided. Mr.

THE EARTHEN

in Mr, '

t

VESSEL

one of the deacons, offered
gra,yer. Mr. Cooper, senior, another

eacon, read the report. The chairman
then gave a short address. Mr, Tooke,
of Clapham, in an introduction to a good
sermonette, told of a young man coming
to him upwards of three years ago after
Ereachiug at Watford, and expressing

is wigh that he might hear the same
thingsat Barnet which had fallen from
his lips. Shortly after this incident Mr.
Tooke inserted a short paragraph in the
EARTHEN VESSEL, requesting persons
desirous of seeing a Strict Baptist cause
established in Barnet to communicate
with Mr. Roberts, the afore-mentioned
young man, Readers of the EARTHEN
VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD living in
the neighbourhood responded to the re-
quest, the result being the establish-
ment of the present Church. Brethren
Battson, Bootle, Griffiths,and Milbourne
afterwards addressed the friends. The
day's collections amounted to £10 13s.
2id. The enjoyable services of the day
were closed by singing *“ All hail the
power of Jesu's name.”—T, C.

UCKFIELD, SUSSEX.-— The 103rd
anniversary, held on Whit-Monday, was
a time of reviving and encouragement
to the friends of this venerable cause,
which has passed through many changes
and experienced many vicissitudes, and
has for a considerable period been under
a cloud. Yet, though distressed, it is
not destroyed. Great encouragement
was taken from the sympathy and coun-
tenance shown by the Brighton friends.
Mr. C. Masterson, of Salem, Brighton,
confirmed the Christian’s hope in dilat-
ing on the inseparableness of the love-
of God in Christ to His people, from last
two verses of Rom. viii. Mr. Gray, of
Ebenezer, incited the citizens of spiritual
Jerusalem to “Let Jerusalem come into
your mind” (li. 50). The congregations
were larger than they have been for
years past. Heartiness characterised the
proceedings of the day. We were also
glad to see brother Littleton and others
from Crowborough. * Praise God, from
whom all blessings flow."—C. G.

TUNSTALL, SUFFOLK.—The anni-
versary of the Sunday-school was held
on Tuesday, May 22nd. The day was
fine, and the large chapel was well
filled. We were sorry to find the pastor,
brother Glasgow, suffering from loss of
voice. We pray the Lord to speedily
restore, if His holy will. A large num-
ber of recitations were given inthe after-
noon. The children spoke out well, and
there was clear evidence that the chil-
dren are cared for by the teachers and
others. Mr. R, E, Sears was announced
to address the children, but before bro.
Glasgow called upon him he had a littis
swrprise for im ! The school had heard
that it was his 50th birthday, and they
wished to congratulate him in a prac-
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tical manner. Mr, Glasgow then, on the
behalf of the school, presented him with
a benutiful basket of flowers, and a
handsome silver-plated ink-stand, on
which was inscribed—Presented to Mr.
R, K. Sears, by the Baptist Sunday-
school, Tunstall, on his 50th birthday,
May 22nd, 1888. Mr. Sears very warmly
thanked the friends for this—quite unex-
pected—present, which he said he should
very highly prize, He said it was his
privilege to be present at the first anni-
versary of the school, held on Whit-
Tuesday, 1872, and he had had many
happy seasons at Tunstall. He prayed
that God would blessall for their loving
thoughtfulness, Mr. Sears then ad-
dressed the children, and after tea
preached to a large congregation, God
was evidently in the place. May the
Lord continue greatly to prosper the
Church and school, and give the pastor
at Tunstall many tokens for good.—
R. E. 8.

RATTLESDEN.—DEAR MR. EDITOR.
—Things here have been moving on
quietly with us during the past year;
we still continue to be favoured with
very good congregations on the Lord's
days, with a good spirit of hearing, and
have every reason to believe it is not
only a sowing time, but that the seed
being sown is germinating, and we are
awaiting and longing for the harvest,
not forgetful that the Master said, “ One
soweth and another reapeth.”

Ob, for a strong and las.tin% faith
To credit what the Almighty saith !
I suppose it must needs be so sometimes,
we must sow, and wait for the reaping
time and harvest. I was favoured to
lay a poor believing sinner in the liquid
grave of immersion, but have had to lay
several in the grave of corruption,
‘“ Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to
dust,” for death has been fulfilling its
commission of late amongst us, both in
the congregation and in the Church.
Amongst the former is one aged friend,
Mr. John Jewers, of Drinkston, who
passed away on Dec. 31 last, at the ad-
vanced age of 82 years, after being one
of the most regular attendants on the
Lord's-day services, an attentive hearer
of the Word, and a constant subscriber
to the cause, for a period of about half-
a-century, 'We hope we can say of him,
‘He was not, for God took him.” We
have lost from the Church three of our
members of some years standing, and
characterised for a life of marked con-
sistency and godly behaviour; among
hem was our elder deacon, brother

George Firman, at the age of 79 years,

€ was immersed in the year 1825 by the
late Philip Dickerson. At the age of
19 vears he filled the office of deacon,
which he held for 30 years, and was a
member for 60 years,  We can say of
him, he was a brother beloved, favoured
with a genial temper, a loving heart, a
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kindly disposition, and an attachment
to God’s truth and His cause. I visited
him often, and found it a pleasure to sit
by his bed-side and converse with him.
e wag favoured with a longing to he
gone, and dwelt throughout his illness
near the gate of heaven. On one occa-
sion when with him, he said, “I have
been thinking of these lines to-day:.—
Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine,
My life and death attend;
Thy presence through my journey shine,
And ecrown my journey’s end.
At another time I quoted the lines:—
On the Rock of Ages founded,
‘What can shake Thy sure repose ?
With salvation’s walls sutrrounded,
Thou may’st smile at all thy foes.
He replied, “ That is where I am.” He
peacefully passed away on April 4, 1883.
Our loss ishis gain. Wehave the places
of our departed ones whom God has
taken home, left vacant. May He grant
others may shortly be brought forward
to fill their places. So prays—Yours in
the faith of Christ, R. A. HuxHaM.

BRIXTON.—At the Tabernacle on
Tuesday, May 15, anniversary services
were held. Mr. John Box, of Soho.
delivered a solemn, gracious, experi-
mental discourse from the words, ** For
consider Him that endured such con-
tradiction of sinners against Himself,
lest ye be wearied and faint in your
minds” (Heb. xii. 3). We were glad and
thankful to God that our dear brother
was so far recovered from his illness as
to be able to be present. The evening
meeting was devoted to spiritual ad-
dresses by brethren Holden. Lee. Box,
and Harsant. Brethren Lovelock and
James Lee addressed the throne of
grace, and brother Cornwell, the pastor,
gave a financial statement of the build-
ing fund, Mr. and Mrs. Cornwell, Mr.
and Mrs. Ponsford, and others of the
Church and congregation. and the Sun-
day-school, had all united, during the
past year, in doing their best to reduce
the debt; the united efforts producing
no less a sum than (in round figures)
£280; £20 more was quickly gathered
from the meeting, and thus the debt
was lowered £300. Everyone worked
with a will, through love to Christ and
His cause. Very heartily did the people
sing, “ Praise God from whom all bless-
ings flow,” We went to the meeting
with the strong conviction that we
should get £100; but God gave us £300.
We could not help saying, I will bless
the Lord at all times."—J. W. B.

IPSWICH.—The anniversary services
were held at Zoar on Lord's-day. May
20th, when three sermons were preached,
morning and evening by Mr. C. Hill, and
afternoon by Mr. W. Kern. On the fol-
lowing Lord’s-day, May 2Tth, Mr. W.
Winters preached two sermons, The
attendance on each occasion was large
and appreciative.
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STONHAM, SUFFOLK.—Very soul-
cheering services were held in this sanc-
tuary., under the pastorate of Mr. J.
Grimwood, on Whit-Wednesday, when
Mr. W. Winters preached two sermons
to a warm and appreciative people. It
did us real good to meet with the friends
here once more. with their beloved
pastor and his good wife. Our dear
brother Wilson. of Otley, with several
other friends from brother Woodgate's
Church. were present, also an excellent
company from Crowfield, Mendlesham,
and the surroundings, brother Freeman
being in the company. During our
short stay here before leaving for Ips-
wich. we gave the friends another sermon
on Friday evening. and then preached
twice at Zoar, Ipswich. on the following
Sunday. The Church at Stonham con-
tinues to live in peace and unity, and
are fed and blest Sabbath after Sabbath
by the faithful ministry of our brother
Grimwood. The singing was heartily
rendered on the occasion. A capital
company partook ef tea, and the collec-
tions were satisfactory. The Sabbath-
school. under the charge of brother A.
G. Hall, is growing. In this cause there
are several good praying brethren. The
Lord grant to all other Churches more
of sach men.—ED.

BOW.—Mr.W. H. Lee, pastor, preached
on Lord’s-day. May 27th, in commemora~
tion of the overthrow of the Spanish

There were good congrega-
tions, In the evening he read Isa. Ixii.,
and preached from Rev. iii. 2. In the
course of his sermon Mr. Lee gave a
faithful account of the history of Pro-
testantism in England, and of its re-
establishment by William, Prince of
Orange. He also exhorted men of truth
to stand firm on the walls of Zion, such
as did James Wells, Philpot, Tiptaff,
Huntington, and others.—A HEARER AT
Bow.

OCCOLD, SUFFOLK. — We spent a
pleasurable day in this rural district on
Whit-Tuesday, May 22nd. On arriving
at Stowmarket we were informed by
Mr&. Haddock that her beloved husband,
the pastor of Occold, was not able to
leave his bed, and would not be with us
that day; and when we alighted at
Occold a kind friend entertained us, and
expressed a fear that there would be no
one to give out the hymns, but on arriv-
ing at the chapel we were rejoiced to see
it well filled. We preached two sermons.
Brother J. R. Debnam, of Horham, and
brother W. Harris, of Charsfield, were
present, and each took part in the ser-
vices. Our kind friend and brother Mr,
W. Peck favoured us with an excellent
lodging for the night, and dear old
brother W, Harris drove us to Stonham,
where we had to preach two sermons,
We called at Brockford on our way, and
had a brief chat with Mr. Charles hill,
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which we much enjoyed. Brother Free-
man put us in the right way to reach
the “great road.” e were much en-
couraged with the honesty and kindness
of the friends at Occold, and trust their
beloved pastor will soon be restored to
his wonted health.—EDp.

RIPLEY, SURREY.—In the comfort-
able and truly apostolic “upper room,”
in which brother C. Z. Turner has long
faithfully preached Christ, a few dear
saints were gathered on May 16th, to
celebrate the usual spring meeting. M.
W. Winters preached two sermons. A
very happy company partook of tea, and
the beloved pastor, Mr. C. Z. Turner,
whom we have long known and highly
esteemed, was present with his beloved
wife, also our dear friends Mr, Smithers
and Mr, Stevens, of Kingston, and Mr.
P. Macdonald, of Woking. We were very
ﬁleased to see friends from Mayford and

napp-hill. A dear friend and his godly
wife, from the cause at Mayford, kindly
drove us to Mr. Broughton’s happy
homestead, near Woking, where we were
lodged the night, and enjoyed the occa-
sion mightily. We shall never be able
to repay our friends for their kindness.
May the Lord reward them, and
graciously establish His cause at Ripley,
prays—THE EDITOR.

GRETTON, NORTHAMPTON-
SHIRE.—The great Master is making
His mercy known and revealing the
sovereignty of His saving grace in this
cause of truth, On Sunday, May 20, our
brother, W. Rowton-Parker, of Crowle,
was called to declare the Gospel of the
gra.ce of God here, and to baptize two

ear friends who had been led by the
Holy Ghost. The day was a red-letter
day at Gretton, the chapel being well
filled, to witness the ordinance of bap-
tism and to listen to Mr, Parker, whose
discourse was founded upon verse 15 of
9nd chapter of Matthew: * Thus it be-
cometh us to fulfil all righteousness.”
This Church was for a number of years
under the pastoral care of our good and
able brother in the Lord, W. Skelly, now
of Raunds, and the marks of his minis-
try here are many and manifest. The
Gretton Church is very greatly cheered
by this addition, it being a_manifest
toligr: of the Lord's favour. Praise the
Lord!

EAST DULWICH,—The sixth anni-
versary of the Sunday-school was held
in the Board-school, Heber-road, on
Lord's-day, May 27, In the afternoon
interesting addresses were given to the
scholars by Messrs, Harsant, Richardson,
and Crowhurst. A report of the pro-
gress of the school was read by the
superintendent., The school was com-
menced six years ago in a private house
in the neighbourhood, when there were
present about 10 scholars, but under the



AND

divine blessing we have now on the
registers 110,with an average attendance
of 80. In the evening addresses were
ﬁliven to the parents and friends b

essrs, &. Clark, Boyce, and Killici
(Supt.), and at the close prizes were dis-
tributed to the echolars. The superin-
tendent and teachers were cheered and
encouraged by the presence and kind
sympathy shown by friends from the
Churches at Nunhead and Heaton-road.
During the year the Lord has been
pleased to take to Himself a dear young
teacher from our midst; but we can bless
our God that though it is our loss it is
her eternal gain.—E, C. C.

WILLINGHAM, CAMBS.—Our anni-
versary services took place on Whit-
Monday. Many friends came from Cam-
bridge and the villages around. Brother
Dexter preached two precious sermons;
after which 220 partook of tea, In the
evening between six to seven hundred
congregated in our great meeting-house,
ag it is called by the pepple. . We hope
the good seed sown will bring forth
fruit in after days. The result of the
anniversary is most gratifying. Before
the day we were in arrears nearly £20,
but our gracious God knew we had need
of silver and gold, and He disposed
friends to give bountifully, Our kind
brother Frohock gave us a gift of £912s.
Altogether we had come to hand £26.
As a people we have cause to say, “ I will
extol Thee, O God, my King."—H. E.
SADLER.

TOTTENHAM, — PARK MISSION.—
The friends here are greatly encouraged
by the success of the special serviees
held at Whitsuntide, when our young
brother Brooks, of Foot's Cray, preached.
Mr.J, Hunt Lynn in the afternoon had
many new things to say respecting the
name which “nlone is most excellent.”
On the following day (Bank Holiday)
Mr. John Box gave a masterly and spiri-
tually-intellectual discourse upon the
words, “ He shall make peace between
them both.” After a substantial tea. of
which about 75 persons partook, Mr.
I. R. Wakelin presided. Our venerable
brother Flack spoke solemnly respecting
the departure of four of his fellow-
warriors of nearly 40 years’ standing—
viz., Messrs. Williamson, Bull, Hazelton,
and Anderson. Mr. Flegg, as one who
frequently labours at Park, testified to
the Lord's presence in the work. Mr.
Thomsett encouraged those who were
cast down in the fight and were ready to
cry, “I shall one day perish,” &e. Mr.
Boulton brought some sweet, quiet
thoughts upon the Pentecostal blessing.
After a short and solid address from
S. Banks, the beautiful hymn, *Abide
with me,” heartily sung, brought to a
close s joyful and happy day—a day
that has, under the blessing of our
covenant God, assured the success of
Park Mission.

GOSPEL

HERALD.

225

MIGHELL STREET, BRIGHTON .—
Tuesday, May 15th, was a day to be long
remembered with pleasure, being the
tenth anniversary services in commem-
oration of the opening of this chapel.
The afternoon preacher was Mr. P.
Reynolds, who came as_a stranger to
most, but speedily found his way into
the hearts of his hearers, and left as a
brother dearly loved in the Lord. In hiy
prayer Mr. Reynolds referred to the
recent falling of faithful standard
bearers. Long may Mr. Reynolds be
spared to the militant Church, to spend
and be spent in the cause of his Divine
Lord! In the evening brethren Turner,
Masterson, Virgo, sen., and Reynolds
spoke, Mr. E. Hinkley presiding. The
report read by Mr. Virgo, jun.. acknow-
ledged the upholdings of God in the
past, but lamented the lack of great
prosperity. Our friends at this Tittle
cause are labouring under great and
manifold difficulties. For want of
helpers, interest is greatly lost by many;
elder scholars are leaving because of the
lack of teachers: and the increased
activity of the Established Church in
poorer districts, backed up by mmeans and
influence, has a baneful effect upon
the almost single-handed efforts of this
cause. The balance sheet shows a deficit
of over £10, notwithstanding that the
treasurer generously wiped off at the
commencement of the year a previous
debt to him of more than £30. s0 that the
friends here need the help of the prayers
and practical sympathy of the Lord's
people. The Lord grant them the favour
of His presence and blessing, and the
power of the Holy Ghost to attend them,
prays their sincere well-wisher,—C. G.

COLCHESTER. — ST. JOHN'S-GREEN
CHAPEL.—At the close of the service on
Wednesday evening. June 6, Mr. H. S.
Dennis rose and said he wished to address
a few words to their minister, Mr.
Walter Brown, and then said several of
the friends in the Church and congre-
gation had thought that their pastor
deserved and needed a little rest and
change, and this they expressed by a
brief circular to the greater part of the
persons who attended and appreciated
the ministry, asking for free-will offer-
ings to enable Mr, Brown to enjoy the
needed holiday. He then asked the
senior deacon, R.Wigley, to make known
the result of the appeal. Mr, Wigley
said it afforded him pleasure to hand to
the pastor a cheque for £13 10s., cheer-
fully given by those who esteemed him
for his work’s sake. He believed that in
honouring the servant they honoured
his Master. They had, he said. grown
up together from a small beginning:

r. Brown having been with them
thirteen years, and they were mnot vet
tired of him. He hoped he would be
strengthened both in body and mind by
a little change. Mr. Brown expressed
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the surprize he felt at what had taken
place. for the secret had been well kept,
He heartily thanked them for this
another proof of their kindness and
liberality. but he would not promise
them that hewonld abstain from preach-
ing on the Lord's-day, although e
would endeavour to rest during the
week between.

M E OP HAM.—PROTESTANT SER-
VICES, — Appropriate sermons were
preached on Sunday, May 21, in the
Baptist Chapel, by A. B. Hall, pastor;
and on Monday following a tea and
public meeting took place to com-
memorate the defeat of the Armada and
the acceptance of William III. The
chair was filled by I. C. Johnson, J.P.,
who introduced the above topic in a
telling speech. An exhaustive, infor-
matory. and interesting lecture was
delivered by an ex-Indian judge, Lonio
Leisching. Many of the sentiments
were enthusiastically applauded. An
address to Her Majesty was submitted
for approval by Mr, T. Cogswell, of The
Lances, at the close of a spirited address.
J. W. Bettie. of Snodland, emphasised
the utterances of the chairman and pre-
ceding speakers. Mr. Dalton, in a few
earnest words, moved a vote of thanks
to the lecturer. This was seconded by
J. Box. whose deep-toned evangelicalism
found a ready response, The learned
lecturer briefly replied. The thanks of
the meeting were heartily accorded to
the chairman. After remarks from F.
Tuck. of Gravesend, and A. B. Hall,
Mr, Johnson made a suitable acknow-
ledgement. Many of the visitors were
most hospitably entertained, and some
of them housed by Mr. Cogswell, who
spared no pains to render the re-union
a suceess, —_—

TRING, WEST EXD.—The 48th anni-
versary was held on May 8, when two
sermons were preached by Mr. Cornwell.
Afternoon: Isaiah xxxiii. 24. lst, the
inhabitants; 2nd, where theydwell; and
3rd. their condition. After which a
good number sat down to tea. In the
evening we had a good number, when
our brother Cornwell gave us a sound
‘Gospel sermon from the words in 2 Cor.
iv. 13, We were privileged to glean
amongst the sheaves, and our brother
let fall some handfuls of purpose, and
told us to take them home and thrash
them out as Ruth did. We thank the
kind friends who came to help us. Our
collections. £3. May the blessing of
‘God be with us and increase our number
with such as shall be saved. So prays—
N. KEXDALL.

RICHMOND. — We hear that the
friends have erected a mew chapel, and
in which they now worship. All the
brethren who have preached in it speak
of it as a commodious and comfortable
~anctuary. The Lord be praised.
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WILLINGHAM,—A valedictory ser-
vice was held on the 27th of April. Our
elderly brother John Frohock, after a
membership of forty-eight years, and a
deacon nearly twenty I&vea.rs, has gone to
reside at Bedford. any of his old
friends think it a mysterious providence.
Others like David are dumb, The pastor
would submissively say, “ The Lord gave
and the Lord hath taken away.” We
heartily hope that our esteemed brother
is being guided hy a Father’s hand,
though we cannot now say it is the right
way. Changes are sometimes desirable
and advantageous to God's ministers;
and changes are needful to God’s saints.
Qur dear brother has retired from the
conflict, hardship, and the responsible
position he held so many years, more
especially during the last ten years. The
battle may easily be imagined, when we
inform our readers, that the population
of this village is about 1,600 inhabitants,
There is a large Episcopalian Church,
a Wesleyan, a General Baptist, the Army,
and our own place, which will accommc-
date eight hundred. If it were not for
a love toward Christ, and His people, we
should be inclined to cast away our
shield of faith, and give all up for lost.
Faith rises, and despondency sinks.
Fear enquires, “Who is sufficient for
these things?” Faith answers, God is.
Before we could let our brother depart
from our midst, we convened a special
meeting. Brother Morling, of Over, was
present, so was friend Cannon. both
brethren came to comfort our hearts.
The pastor presented Mr. John Frohock
with a family Bible, as an acknowledg-
ment of his faithful services, and great
support to the cause of God’s truth,
in the Church of the living God.—H. E.
SADLER, Pastor, Willingham, Cambs.

GRAYS.—We had a good meeting on
Whit-Monday. A good number from
brother Myerson’s Church came down.
Mr. Maycock preached an excellent dis-
course from Jude, “ Contending earnestly
for the faith.” Sound addresses were
given by brethren A, Pardoe,J. Sanders,
and Maycock, Brother Crispin opened
with prayer. Thus we spent a good day
in Zion, at the Grove.—W, H.

PIMLICO, REHOBOTH.—The seven-
teenth anniversary was held on Whit
Monday. Mr. E. Langford preached an
excellent sermon in the afternoon from
Isa. xxii, 23, 2¢. A large number of
friends stayed to tea, In the evening a
public meetinﬁI was held, Mr. A. Oakes
presided; Mr. Miller prayed. The chair-
man hoped that the Lord would bless
the labours of Mr, W, Harris. Heand
brother Harris had laboured together in
Sunday school work, and they hoped to
live to see the fruits of their labours.
Brother Head said that the Lord first
commanded the light of Divine truth to
shine into his soul in Rehoboth, Pimlico.
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Brother Dearrly spoke some good things
from 2 Cor. ii. 4. Brother Langford
made some profitable remarks from Isa.
xii. 6. Brother Cornwell spoke lovingly
from Matt, xi. 25. Brother Lynn spoke
from the words, ** We have the mind of
Christ,” Brother Vincent encouraged
the weak and feeble ones from Isa, xxxv,
4. Brother Harris said he felt the
happiest man in the company. One of
the deacons gave a statement of the
progress of the Church since 1871 to the
present time. Thus ended one of the
‘happiest meetings at Pimlico.—S, W,
BALL.

CROYDON. — SALEM, WINDMILL-
rOAD.—We feel we must add our anni-
versary on Whit-Monday to the many
happy seasons of the kind that we have
enjoyed in the service and worship of
God 1n our neat little sanctuary; on this
-occasion our dear brethren Cornwell and
Harsant were the preachers. Our
brother Cornwell came before us with a
familiar text; but by divine help he
brought up thoughts that were not
familiar, the outcome of which were to
us sweet morsels of the bread of life.
A pleasant tea followed; after which our
brother Harsant gave us a Christ-exalt-
ing, soul-cheering sermon. The Lord
bless him is our prayer. We do thank
you, dear Editor, for your last kind
mention of our urgent need with respect
to our vestries, and we wish to add that
our esteemed pastor, W. Horton, whose
-address is Sydenham-road, Croydon, is
with many others, hard at work, as well
as the humble writer, and will most
gratefully acknowledge any donation
sent to him, while we all unite in most
grateful thanks to all who have already
s0 kindly and nobly responded to our
appeal. We have, however, a consider-
able sum still required, and toward
which we humbly ask donations—J.
CULLINGFORD.

BILSTON, BroAD STREET.—The
teachers of the above place held their
usual tea meeting in the schoolroom on
Monday, May 7th, when a very pleasant
and proﬁtable evening was spent. The
chair was occupied by the kind superin-
tendent, Mr. S. Lloyd, whoalthoughat a
ﬁreat age, continues on this blessed work.

ay our prayers be that there may rise
those from our Sabbath school thaf will
be such strong pillars in the Church of
God. Amongst our number was also our
beloved minister, Mr. D. Smith, who gave
us very great encouragement in our
labours, Addresses were also given by
most of the male teachers. As our
labours have been successful in the past,
may our prayers be that in the future
they may be far more successful. After
Proposing a vote of thanks to our chair-
man, and also to the ladies for providing
tea, the meeting was brought to a close
with singing and prayer.—J. BASSFORD.
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ACTON.—~The Memorial Stone of
Beulah Baptist Chapel, Acton Lane,
Acton, W., was laid by C. Wilson, By,
on Wednesday, May 16th, 1888 Service
commenced at 3 o’clock, hy singing,
‘“ Behold the sure foundation stone
which God in Zion lays.” Brother J. (.
Boswell prayed. The stone being laid,
the president, Mr. R. E. Sears, W.
Archer, pastor, J. H. Lynn, and I. R.
Wakelin addressed the meeting; as the
rain was falling, we hope there will he
showers of blessin%z. The stone was
presented by F. orter, Esq. (the
treasurer). After an excellent tea, a pub-
lic meeting was held, when C. Wilson
presided, and the following brethren
took part in the service—W. Archer, S. T.
Belcher, H. Cooper, P. Davies, J. James,
J. Kingston, J. H. Lynn, and R. E. Sears.
—W. ARCHER, 33, Varder-street, E.

“*THE LORD REIGNETH.”

A solemn, if not profitable. season at
Stonchouse, Devon,” March 10th, 1588 —
* Ebenezer,”

ON the day that the Emperor of
Germany died the news was brought
to one of our young men, that his
mother in going to the well for a
bucket of water, fell in and was
drowned. He came to Chapel —230
miles from his home—cast down and
distressed. My lot was to read the three
Psalms—commencing * T%e Lord Reign-
¢th,” which sunk deep into his heart and
comforted him. “The Lord Reigneth”
—a truth of universal application and
acceptance. The text given me was,
“The Lord on high is mightier than the
noise of many waters. than the raging
waves of the sea.” The whole service
seemed as if it had been prepared for the
poor troubled one’s case—yet none knew
of it—we only knew that an Emperor
had left our world. In the midst of the
howlings of men's voices—over the
world, which are as the sound of many
waters and mighty floods—there is still
heard a silent voice which is mightier
than them all, It isa voice of power—
such as was heard on the sea of Galilee
—“Peace, be still,” and there was “a
great calm.” Our glorious King Jesus—
* Eternal, Immortal, Invisible,” the only
wise God and * our Seviour,” to Him be
glory for ever and ever, Amen.

WILLIAM

Stonehouse, Devon,

WATTISHAM, SUFFOLK. — The
anniversary was held on Lord’s-day,
June 10. Three sermons were preached
by R. E. Sears, of London. The chapel
was crowded, and all felt that God was
in the place. The collecti