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PREFACE 

WITH the completion of this, the seventy-first volume, our temporary editorship of 

the J\Iagazine terminates. For three years and a half it has been a tax upon our 

time, and we now gladly relinquish what we reluctantly undertook at the request of 

the Body to which the publication belongs. 

We thank all the contributors and correspondents who bave helped us in our 

unlucrative labours.- And if any have reason to complain of the treatment which 

their communications have received from us, we ask them to forgive our uninten­

tional offences. 

The circulation which we anticipated three years ago, as the effect of lowering 

the price from fourpence to twopence, has not been quite realized; but we are 

confirmed in the belief that the blame rests mainly with the ministers who have not 

cared about it. Those who have condescended to recommend it to their congrega­

tions have done so with encouraging success. The sale has been more than doubled 

in many cases; whilst twenty, thirty, or more copies have been taken in some places 

where it was scarcely ever seen. 

We ask for the new Editor a larger measure of sympathy and support. As our 

zeal on behalf of the Magazine did not begin with our official connection with it, so 

it will not end with the dissolution of such connection. And as our motives in 

adverting to its future condition cannot be suspected of being selfish, we make free 

to call on every mioister, every deacon, every Sunday school teacher, all leading 

brethren, and all influential sisters also, to unite in employing whatever means may 

be available for promoting its increased prosperity. 

W. UNDERWOOD, D.D. 
Chilwell College. 
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JANUARY, 1869. 

OUR SPECIAL MISSIONARY CONFERENCE. 

DESIRING to give prominence, in 
this periodical, to whatever may 
appear most important to the Re­
deemer's cause, whether in concep­
tion or in action, we assign an early 
place, in the present number, to a 
notice of the Conference recently 
held in Derby, on the condition and 
prospects of the Orissa Mission. It 
was convened by circular, and con­
sisted of ministers, delegates from 
many churches, and other friends, 
whose presence was a pleasing proof 
of their attachment to the Mission. 
The Circular announced that three 
papers would be read ; one on " The 
Present State and Needs of the Mis­
sion;" another, on its organisation; 
and a third, on " Native Agency." 
In accordance with this programme, 
after several brethren had prayed, 
the papers were proceeded with. The 
first was distinguished by the fulness 
and accuracy which were to be ex­
pected from brother J. C. Pike, the 
Mission Secretary, and was heard 
with close attention and deep feeling. 
The second had to deal with various 
delicate points of .finance, with right 
or wrong modes of obtaining funds, 
of conducting public meetings, and 
of carrying on the general business 
of the Society. Brother Crassweller, 
after ample apologies for the free­
dom he intended to exercise, treated 

VoL, LXXL-NEw SERIES, No. 25, 

the whole subject both broadly and 
boldly. Aiming to make his paper 
effective, he was sometimes rather 
severe : yet it was evident that the 
most searching and incisive passages 
were not written for the mere pur­
pose of exposing weaknesses, and 
censuring faults ; but rather with 
the aim of amending what has been 
amiss, and of making the good still 
better. After these two papers had 
been read, their reception, and pub­
lication, with thanks to their writers, 
were moved by the President of the 
College, and seconded by brother 
Yates, of Kegworth. The latter 
did not accompany his seconding 
with a speech, but with the reading 
of another paper, which he had pre­
viously submitted to his own church. 
The document, we are sm·e, was not 
meant to damage the Mission; but it 
contained details which were deemed 
by some too trivial for so gTeat an 
occasion, and complaints the reasons 
for which all could not see. Pleased 
as we were to hear the voice of an 
old friend following quickly upon 
our own, we regretted that its tones, 
now so seldom heard in public, 
should not have carried with them 
more of their early sweetness. Our 
excellent brother, howernr, was not 
the only one who appeared to have 
forgotten that " pleasant words are 
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as an boneYC'omh, swC'ct, to the soul, 
and lwalt li to the bones." The re­
maining pnrt of the morning sitting 
"\\as OC'C'npied with discussions in 
which brethren Roberts (}f Peter­
borongh, Chapman of Louth, Allsop 
0f l\farch, Cox of Nottingham, and 
others, took the lead. 

At two o'clock the Conference ad­
journed to the large school-room for 
dinner ; and that being concluded, 
the business was resumed. Brother 
Bailey's paper, on "Native Age11cy," 
having been read, discussion on it, 
and on the other questions of the 
day, followed. The chief speaking 
at this short sitting was done by 
bretlu·en W. R. Stevenson of Not­
tingham, Evans of Stalybridge, &c., 
and the proceedings were conducted 
and brought to a close in a lively, 
orderly, and happy manner. 

After a hasty tea a large number 
of the brethren met in Committee : 
brother R. Johnson, of Hitchin, 
Chief Engineer of the Great Northern 
Railway, presiding. Brother W. 
Bailey, who had been requested, by 
the previous committee meeting, to 
return to India, now gave his answer, 
to the effect that Mrs. Bailey's pre­
carious health constitutes an in­
superable barrier to his return at 
present. Brother W. Hill was next 
applied to, and stated that his return 
is also prevented by family difficul­
ties. The Secretaries were then 
wished to make inquiries respecting 
certain yoUIJg men educated for the 
ministry who were mentioned as de­
siring to be employed in foreign 
missionary work. 

At seven o'clock a public meeting 
was held in the spacious chapel, St. 
Mary's Gate : Alderman Longdon 
in the chair. The speakers were 
brethren Stubbins (formerly mis­
sionarY) Jackson of Castle Doning­
ton, Clifford of London, Hester of 
Sheffield, and W. E. Winks of Wis­
]Jcch. The character of the speak­
ing was of the highest order, and 
the general conviction at the close of 

the meeting, was that nothing su­
perior to some of the addresses had 
eyer been heard at our best Annual 
Associations. 

This great gathering· of the friends 
of the Mission was looked forward 
to by some with a measure of mis­
giving. Although the circular an­
nouncing it presented an intelligible 
outline of the proceedings comtem­
plated, thoughtful brethren, on meet­
ing together, were heard inquiring 
of one another what the whole thing 
was intended to accomplish ; and 
while no confusion marked the as­
sembly, it might, in one sense, be 
said that " the more part knew not 
wherefore they were come together." 
In a little while, however, all vague­
ness vanished, and when a few 
familiar hymns had been sung, and 
some fervent prayers poured forth, 
the consciousness of a higher Pre­
sence seemed to be reached. Gathered 
together in Christ's name, and feel­
ing Him to be in the midst of us, 
we became assured that some bless­
ing would be obtained for ourselves, 
and that succour and help in this 
time of need would be given to our 
brethren and sisters abroad. The 
Special Conference will be a memor­
able event to the unexpectedly large 
number of delegates and visitors 
who attended it. This imperfect 
accoUIJt of it will, it is hoped, give 
a little pleasure to the still greater 
numbers of sympathizing friends 
who were UIJavoidably absent from 
it. Reviewing, after the lapse of 
only a few days, the whole line of 
action that was pursued, and having 
regard to the appropriate place of 
concourse, we deliberately, and with­
out any affected raciness in our 
terms, designate the 8th of Decem­
ber, 1868, THE DERBY DAY OF THE 
ORISRA MISSION. 

We gladly make room for the ad­
dress of Mr. Clifford, under the 
heading which follows this notice­
" Objections of Modern Scientific 
Men to Foreign Missions." 



3 

OBJECTIONS OF MODERN SCIENTIFIC MEN TO FOREIGN 
MISSIONS.* 

BY THE REV. J. CLIFFORD, M.A., LL.B, 

I MUST confess tl'tat I have been a 
little disappointed in the study of 
the subject assigned me for to-night 
by the Secretaries of this Conference. 
The recollections I had of the noise 
and clamour of tongues produced by 
the discussion of the objections of 
scientific men to modern efforts for 
the evangelization of the heathen, 
gave me a vagne and indistinct 
idea that something had been said, 
possibly irrefutable, and certainly 
damaging, which would require on 
the part of any intending combatant, 
special skill, good weapons, and a 
giant's strength. But I have gone 
over the books of Captain Burton, 
Sir Samuel Baker, and Winwood 
Reade, and patiently threaded my 
weary way through the lucubrations 
of the young and lusty Anthropo­
logical Society, only to discover that 
there is not the slightest necessity 
to purchase a new spear, or even to 
sharpen the old ones, in order to 
tear open the rusty mail in which 
these last Goliaths of the Philistines 
have clothed themselves. A little 
ordinary knowledge, a disposition 
to weigh evidence patiently, and a 
general acquaintance with the works 
of our missionaries, form the whole 
panoply necessary for this warfare. 
So good is the case we conduct, so 
worthy the cause for which we toil, 
that any David with a good sling 
and a few stones out of the brook of 
truth, will soon despatch the loftiest 
and strongest hero the enemy has 
furnished to contend with the hosts 
of Israel. 

But though the objections to any 
practical scheme may be in them­
selves of little value, it must be 
remembered that their effect does 
not depend upon their inherent 

strength, and is not measured by 
their logical force. It is enough for 
some minds that objections exist. 
They require no more. " Weak 
brethren" are thankful for the 
smallest mercies in this way, and 
cherish each coveted morsel as a 
substantial reason for avoiding the 
discharge of a duty which has long 
ceased to be palatable. Few people 
care to take the trouble of getting 
convictions, fewer still of having 
none but honest ones built on the 
unyielding granite of truth, out of 
the solid stones of fact, and held 
together by the cement of a righteous 
purpose. Hence these objections 
engender a spirit of indifference ; 
and that is a worse foe to fight than 
obstinate, stupid, and perverse an­
tagonism. Your treacherous sol­
diers are not dismissed from the 
ranks ; they are still clothed in all 
the insignia of their regiments, but 
they are corrupted and enfeebled, and 
will be sure to retreat at the first 
summons from the enemy. They 
breathe a putrid atmosphere, and the 
pulses of life are low. They feed on 
the husks of error, and have not the 
nerve and muscle of men. Thev 
read the Pall Mall Gazette's sceptical 
cant about the " fanatics of Exeter 
Hall and the enthusiasts of the Anti­
Slavery Society," without any ripple 
of honest indignation, and like a 
certain lord, soon learn to boast that 
they always keep clear of the mis­
sionary meeting. For the sake of 
such persons, it is well that these ob­
jections of modern scientific men to 
Foreign :Missions should be stated 
fairly, their weight estimated, and 
their value settled; and for omseh-es, 
who may have learnt to act on single 
and imperishable convictions of duty, 

• Substance of 11 Speech delivorc,l at the Misson Conference hclll ttt Derby, December Sth. 
Printed by special request. 
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without waiting· for evc1T man's cer­
tificate of onr ~nnity, it'nrny not be 
altog·et her n fruitless task. "It is 
rigl1t to lenrn from an enemy;" and 
according to the professions of the 
Anthropologists, they are friends, 
seeking the same goal of truth as 
ourselves. They tell us we have 
made mistakes ; and, indeed, it were 
wry strange if we had not committed 
man:,-, but whoever helps us to dis­
cover one of them, does us better 
service than liB who selects our suc­
cesses for his praise, or makes known 
the unimpeachable excellence of any 
of our plans. There have been bick­
erings amongst the missionaries of 
rival sects, and the rebukes admin­
istered to our petty and miserable 
jealousies have been well deserved. 
All our agents are not perfect, pos­
sibly one here and there a long way 
from being what he ought, and we 
are glad when our travellers point 
out their faults, and successfully set 
them a better example. It is allowed 
that there, as here, converts are not 
spotless, and that under certain 
favourable conditions hypocrites may 
be produced in painful abundance ; 
and the knowledge of this may help us 
to a true philosophy of human nature. 
Moreover, it is a gain in the way of 
freshness, to have to confront new 
objectors; and therefore we proceed 
with some pleasure and sense of in­
debtedness to investigate the state­
ments urged against modern mis­
sions to the heathen by some scien­
tific men. 

To begin at the beginning, we 
must consider the asserted inca­
pacity of the negro to receive and 
adopt the Christian religion. The 
pure negro, we are told, shows a 
remarkable cleverness as a youth, 
acquits himself at the Mission school 
with honour, and gives brilliant pro­
mise of rising above the savage con­
dition of his parental home. But 
scarcely has he attained the age of 
fourteen, when lo! the fever of im­
becility gradually sets in, ape charac-

terif!tics rapidly devclope themselves, 
barbarism re-asserts its dominion 
over its lost child, and there is no 
chance henceforth for any powers, 
human or divine, to rescue him from 
the vices and superstitions to which 
l1is depraved uature impels him. 
By a remarkable law, acting with all 
the force of iron necessity, there is 
in the case of this creature an arrest­
ation of the growth of the brain at 
that age, owing to the structural con­
ditions of his skull, so that it is for 
ever impossible for him to understand 
and accept Western Christianity. 

. Every one will see at once that 
the conclusfon, "all Missions must 
fail," will not rest on this single 
statement. The pyramid is upon its 
apex and must fall. Missions to 
the Hindoos of Orissa, to the Con­
fucianists of China, are not Missions 
to the negro ; in fact, the negro race 
does not form one-hundredth part of 
the population of the globe, and 
since only one-seventh of mankind 
is nominally Christian, we may pro­
ceed with the message of salvation 
to all minus the negro, even without 
the serious reprehension of the priests 
of modern science so far as this 
objection is concerned. But even 
the negro must not be excluded from 
the sympathies and efforts of the 
Son of Man, unless it is proved be­
yond all doubt that " his place in 
Nature" forecloses now and for ever 
the chance of his finding a place in 
the kingdom of God. We must deal 
justly with him, although he is not, 
(tccording to Captain Burton, a "very 
nice animal." There is a Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Auimals, and Jeremy Bentham 
thought the brute creation deserved 
a more considerate and kindly treat­
ment than it receives. Is it then just 
to deny the negro the rights of an 
inferior manhood, on the ground 
that his brain ceases to grow after a 
certain age ? Is gTowth of brain to 
be the condition of admission iuto 
the kingdom of men ? Docs this 
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fix a man's place in nature, and 
determine his prospects of success as 
to grace ? Because, if so, I incline 
to the opinion that others, not a few, 
beside the Cameroons and their 
neighbours, will knock at the door 
of that kingdom in vain. I fancy 
the negro might, in this respect, 
claim, without a blush of shame and 
fear of dispute, a close kindredship 
with many Englishmen ; I am sure 
he may find many relatives in the 
Caucasian races, and it is not abso­
lutely impossible that he should dis­
cover an uncle or two in the Anthro­
pological Society itself. Stoppage 
of brain growth is one of the most 
familiar facts of human experience. 
No feature is more marked in nine­
tenths of the human race. The 
youth who has just left school laden 
with prizes suddenly collapses, and 
you hear of him no more. The 
cleverest woman of your acquain­
tance ten or fifteen years ago, has 
quietly subsided into a-most respect­
able nurse. The scholar who took 
his degree with eclat, has by some 
misfortune· found a competency. and 
shrivelled up into an infallible judge 
of old port and the best shag. A 
minister makes his position, and 
finds content, and paralysis of brain 
supervenes; or marries a fortune, and 
is attacked with bad throat, which 
soon, alas I produces a determination 
of the bad blood of indolence to the 
head. L('.)ok at the poor negro's pho­
togTaph a little more minutely, and 
notice whether the resemblance . to 
some pictures in your albums is not 
strikingly exact. " His memory is 
powerless, e:x!cept in matters pertain­
ing t('.) his own interest," and! we 
may ask, whose is not ? What do 
we forget sooner thatl that in which 
we have no interest ? "The action 
of the brain is weak, a little learning· 
a_ddles it." .Any society of even 
literary men in the United Kingdom, 
will give you illustrations of that 
negTO characteristic in scores. " He 
never thinks of claiming equality 

-With the Aryan race," and what an 
insufferably long time it has taken 
the English people to learn their 
equality with their aristocratic rulers! 
"He is a Malthusian;" so is ,John 
Stuart Mill. " He is the victim of 
imitation ; " so are we all, even to 
the verge of insanity. " He despiseB 
agriculture ; " so did the British 
aristocracy only a few years ago. In 
fact, the further we go, the more 
clearly is it demonstrated that this 
negro, who is incapable of receiving 
Christianity, has a, place in nature 
not many doors certainly from his 
enlightened English brother, who 
affects to despise him ; and there­
fore we think we do no injustice, 
when we claim for him the chance 
at least, of obtaining some place in 
the kingdom of grace. 

:Rat is it a fact that the negro 
intellect and heart are impervious 
no all the genial influences of the 
Christian religion, and cannot by 
any process be brought to accept the 
message of God's love in the gospel 
of His Son ? Have there been no 
genuine converts from the low and 
gross forms of idolatry which abound 
on the benighted coast of West 
Africa, to the purer and more spi­
ritual worship of God in Christ ? 
What say our missionaries ? They 
are not all deceived. They have not 
entered into a compact to cajole 
British Christians, in order that they 
may spend years in painful self­
sacrificing toil amongst a people 
they never saw, and to live amongst 
whom is a slow but real martyrdom. 
Hear the voice of the Rev. W. Arthm. 
He said, at a meeting of the Anthro­
pological Society, "Is the point in 
doubt whether the ncgro intellect is 
capable of accepting the doctrines of 
Christianity ? That has passed out 
of the province of guesses or indi­
vidual testimony into that of demon­
strated fact. It is as much a matte1· 
of historical evidence that the negrn 
intellect can accept Christianity as 
that the Anglo-Saxon can. Gentle-
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men say 'No.' hnt, I challenge them 
to name a form of Christianity, 
Roman Catholic or Protestant, even 
down to minute shades and varieties 
of which we shall not prodllCe a 
negro disciple. I have seen negro 
Christians of different tribes, seen 
them li,e, seen them die ; lived in 
the same house with them, seen 
them study, seen them tempted, 
heard them preach, and marked 
their whole career. There was my 
friend Joseph Wright, a negro whose 
parentage no physiologist could chal­
lenge; having witnessed his thirst 
for knowledge, his progress, his 
labours, his .conduct to his mother, 
his letters to his children, I shonld 
set him in the presence of :1ny gen­
tleman who called the negro 'an 
unpleasant animal,' and say, he is as 
much a man as you are." Even 
more pertinent and trimnphant was 
the answer of Mr. Saker, missionary 
to the Cameroons. Case after case 
he cites in his famou.s letter to sub~ 
stantiate the position that the recep­
tion of the gospel by the pare negro 
is an accomplished fact, which no 
theories of his place in nature can 
overthrow, no aspersions of his 
honest and strenuous_, though imper~ 
feet, efforts for jJ;nprovement can 
invalidate. 

The second objection to modern 
Missions is founded upon the strong, 
habitual, and inveterate preferences 
of the negro for a social life of which 
polygamy is the basis and the super­
structure. Sir S. Baker asserts­
" Polygamy is the greatest obstacle 
to Christianity." W. Reade follows 
suit, declaring that, "it is the great 
stumbling block to Africa becoming 
Christian, and an institution which 
has a most salutary effect in redeem­
ing Africa." Captain Burton holds 
that the institution is natural and 
beneficial, and the inference urged 
forward is the utter hopelessness of 
all effort to evangelize the people of 
the West Coast of Africa, so long as 
we adhere to the social institutions 

which centre in the spirit and teach~ 
ing of the Christian religion. 

This question -of polygamy is one 
of the most difficult Christians of 
the West can have to consider in 
their endeavour to benefit the East, 
and requires a courageous, far­
rcaching, and totally unprejudiced 
examination. Hard rules will not 
always fit into the exaet necessities 
of lrnman lives, and the effects of 
centuries of habit are not to be over­
looked in efforts for the reformation 
of any people, much less in the case 
of one so completely the oreatures 
of habit as the Africans. Unneces­
sary burdens ought not to be laid on 
the shoulders of young converts, and 
it is at least doubtful whether those 
brought t.o the knowledge of Christ 

. after they have entered into poly~ 
gamous contracts, should be in­
structed to break those vows, sepa­
rate themselves from all their wives 
except one, and cease to acknowledge 
the claims of their children. But 
certain great principles are very 
clear. Lsaving the Bible aside for 
the moment, except as a historical 
witness, it is a fair deduction, from 
the history of the human race, that 
polygamy is uniformly and in the 
highest degree baneful to the best 
interests of any people, a gross in­
sult aud irreparable degradation to 
the woman, a withering curse and 
inseparable clog to the man, a source 
of discord and bitterness to the 
household, and of weakness and un­
profitableness to the State. God 
has, so it is now proved, dissipating 
the error of Montesquieu, put the 
human family on earth in pairs, and 
he has rejected, "by His own large 
mandate" of natural laws, all those 
monstrous and irregular growths 
apart from the conjugal relations 
established by Himself, when he 
said, and " they twain shall be one 
flesh." Polygamy, possibly intro­
duced by the descendants of Cain, 
certainly contributed to the swift 
retribution which overtook the old 
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world in its moral ruin and utter 
dcgmllation. Even in Hebrew 
homes, where it was not practised 
without some mitigating features, it 
produced a fertile crop of bitter re­
criminations, flashing jealousies, and 
angry strifes. To this hour the Red 
Indians will not soil their fingers 
with work, but allot it to the poor 
squaws, and therefore industry does 
not and cannot exist among them. 
Turkey is olu·onically sick, and it 
would not be a fa1se analysis of its 
condition that found a cause, not a 
mere symptom of its prostration 
in its crowded harems. From 
time immemori.al polygamy has 
been allowed in Asia, and still ob­
tains with diminishing force, but in 
no single case to the real advantage 
of the people practising it. East 
and West have differed in this more 
than in any other principle of social 
life. Eastward, woman has been 
placed in a position of entire subor­
dination. Westward, marriage has 
been regarded as the harmonious 
union of two beings differing in sex, 
in relative degrees of emotion and 
intellect, now placed in relations 
which will develope the special func­
tions of each, and crown the happi­
ness of both ; and surely the stars of 
purity and -progress, as well as that 
of empire, Westward wend their way. 
Greece had no better or braver men 
than the Spartans, and they were 
Spartan women who were treated 
with respect, and exercised an influ­
ence that seemed to the rest of 
Greece extravagant and absurd. 
Rome, in the zenith of her power, 
gave t.o the wife and mother the 
most dignified position the home 
could afford. Amongst the German 
races polygamy has been steadfastly 
resisted. Tacitus describes, with 
special interest, in the eighteenth 
chapter of his Germania, the un­
usual content of the barbaric Ger­
mans with one wife ; and a historian 
of the Saxon peoples of this day 

would not fail of the truth if he 
were to find in this fact one cause 
of our readier reception of Christi­
anity, and of its swifter promulga­
tion at our hands. In fact, where 
woman is regularly treated with 
injustice, man cannot rise above 
the level of his brutal passions, 
is incapable of emerging from the 
slough of sensualism, and walking 
the high road of manliness and 
purity. History declares that the 
first step to social greatness is the 
recognition of woman as the equal, 
though not the same as man, as his 
heaven-sent helper, and not the 
blind slave of his lusts, as his angel 
of mercy, patience, and purity, and 
not as the creature of his purchase, 
and the heaviest chain of his worst 
thraldom. Polygamy is from first 
to last dead set against this ! What 
then ? Shall we countenance and 
encourage it to win a temporary, 
but unreal and vanishing prosperity? 
Shall we follow the practice of the 
Mohammedans of limiting the wives 
to four, and so give increased per­
manence to an institution which is 
clearly a curse ? Surely there is 
a more excellent way. Polygamy 
must cease ! Slowly by necessity, 
and perhaps only after many gene­
rations. But certainly it must be 
shown clear as the light of day that 
for Christians to enter into that con­
dition is a violation of the law of 
God written in the annals of nations, 
endorsed in the teaching of the 
Bible, and enforced by the spirit of 
Christianity, and though we have to 
tarry long for the consummation so 
devoutly desired, yet it shall come ; 
and when it does arrive, it will be 
lasting as the truth of God which 
endureth for ever and ever. 

And it will arrive. Evils quite as 
inbred have given w,1y to the con­
quering energy of the gospel during 
these 1800 ye;1rs The power of the 
Lord has proved itself present to 
heal all manner of sickness arnl 
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disca.«e. that from any cause what­
ever hns afflicted or can afflict the 
hnman rare. En,n polygamy itself 
lrns in many instances given way, 
strong and inveterate as it was, be­
fore t.lie simple beauty and moral 
nrnjcsty of the teaching of Christ. 
The Christian home of the Saxon race 
has been transplanted into the sunny 
regions of the Southern Ocean, and 
banished dens of infamy, cruelty, 
and Tice. The people of the " Isles 
of the Sea," in a generous and heroic 
manner accepted the painful advice 
of the missionary Williams, and de­
votedly and consistently followed it. 
Indeed, Christianity gives the ideal 
of social and domestic life, and being 
the power .of God, it must go on, 
slo-wly but surely elevating the home 
and the state, till they reach the 
divine standard. 

Again, scientific men tell us we have 
not received a sufficient return fop 
the vast SlllilS of money expended, 
and the many lives sacrificed ON the 
plains of India and the coasts of 
Africa. We are almost sorry to be 
compelled to say anything about 
success. The missionary platform 
ha.s so often rung out that note, and 
has had such a perfect diarrhrea of 
self-commendation, that were it not 
for this totally mistaken, though not 
ungrounded attack of these clever. 
and intelligent men, we would not 
now be betrayed into saying one 
word about it. It is dangerous for 
our poor human nature to li;ve in an 
atmosphere of eulogy. Nothing · 
bligh_ts and mildews our work like 
"strife and vain-glory." No poison 
corrodes so rapid1y. But we are 
challenged to justify our action by 
our su.ccesses, and must speak. Now 
this charge is most unjust. Sup­
pose that within a twelvemonth of 
the passing of the Corn Laws, some 
one had undertaken a similar line of 
objection. Would it not have been 
perfectly open to Bright and Cobden 
when taunted-" Look at the labour 

you have expended, sec how you 
have toiled, and what is the result 
oi all"-to have said, " Result, in­
deed ; here and !low very little, but 
then this little will go on and still 
on, blessing this country as it has 
never been blessed before, sending 
the rewards of Free Trade, not only 
t-0 every man's door in the land, but 
also to the homes that are in the 
uttermost parts of the earth ?" They 
would then, just as we are at this 
hour, have been thrown back upon 
their faith in the future, and their 
convictions that acts of justice and 
goodness never die, but with the 
sun renew their light; and as they, 
so we are content in that faith to 
live, and work, and die. Suppose 
an Anthropologist had met Paul 
on Mar's Hill. and listened to 
his words about Jesus and the 
Resurrection ; he might have said, 
" Man, where is the sufficient return 
for all your labour. You tell us 
you have wandered from Jerusalem, 
through Asia Minor . .. . . preaching 
this gospel, but idolatry is not dead, 
evil is still victorious : what have you 
done ? why all this foolish waste ?" 
We can answer for the Apostle, by the 
treasures that are stored up in these 
rich centuries, instinct with his name 
and fragrant with his memory. 

In no single department of human 
labour fop men, where free and spon­
taneous action, i.e., resistance is pos­
sible, do we obtain a sufficient reward 
for our labour, in the case of those 
individuals fop whom directly and 
immediately we work. All good­
doing contemplates posterity, recog­
nises its claims, and rejoices in its 
unending possibilities of progress. 
The privileges we as Englishmen 
enjoy at this hour, have cost mil­
lions upon ·millions of money, seas 
of human blood, and indescribable 
agony and• woe. It is idle, there­
fore, and utterly mistaken, to speak 
in such a sphere of insufficient re­
turns. Ours is the noble task of 
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performing the duty of the hour, 
clinging to the belief that good­
ness has an almost infinite power to 
multiply and reproduce itself in 
ways and forms unknown to us. 

Our success is little absolutely, 
and little compared with the mag­
nitude of the evil we seek to sup­
plant, but it is positively colossal in 
its proportions, solid in its basis, 
and magnificent in its breadth and 
compass, relatively. to the amount 
of labour expended and the incon­
cei vable resistance tllat had to be 
overcome. " The little done doth 
vanish to the mind in what remains," 
but even that little might check 
random assertions if it were known, 
and inspire eJ11tl:n1,siasm if it were 
correctly nnderstood. Seventy years 
ago, there was scarcely a convert, 
now tln.ere are hnndlreds of thousands 
of sincere, patient, heroic, self-sacri­
ficing disciples of tae Lord Jesus, 
thankful for the gospel, and ready to 
proclaim it to others. At the be,.. 
ginning of this ce]Jtury, a few large,.. 
souled men, wh<i>m no. ridicule could 
intimidate, no sophistries deceive, no 
threats cower, began their work in 
India, Africa, and the Southern Seas, 
in rei,ponse to the• invitation of God, 
" Who will go up for me against the 
evildoers ?" To-day all nations are 
coming, in thefr representatives, to 
worship before God and to glorify 
His holy name. Imagine a system 
of telegsraphic· communication set to 
work with aU. the chief centres of 
missionary labour, and the enquiry 
of the present moment addressed to 
the people& whose progenitors half­
a-century ago were sunk in the 
grossei,t idolatriEis, gloating in the 
most barbarous practices, without 
any adequate conceptions of the ob­
ligations of this life, or the possibi­
li~ies of the next ; and along the 
wires s11ch messages as these would 
come. From the island of Tonga 
and its neighbours set in the silv01: 
and placid sea. " Idolatry is dead. 

The hahitations of cruelty arc deso­
late. Peace flows like a river, and 
rightconsnesA as the waves of the 
sea. More thain 200,000 Christians 
amongst us. Native churches pro8-
pe11ous, and native ministers holy 
and devoted. Our own missionaries 
sent further west. Glory to God in 
the highest." From :Madagascar, the 
land of martyrs, equal in courage and 
victorious faith to those who grnced 
the earliest period of the church. 
"Through much tribulation more 
than 100,000 have entered into the 
kingdom of heaven. In the midst 
of our many sorrows Christ is an 
all-sufficient friend. Praise His 
name." From the West Indies. 
" Men redeemed .by the blood of 
Christ from the slavery of sin, and 
by the providence of God from the 
slavery of their masters, now walk 
in the light and freedom of the 
truth, and adorn the doctrine of 
God: the Saviour." From Burmah, 
the land of the apostolic Judson. 
~• 100,000 Karens delight in Christ, 
keep holy the Sabbath, and main­
tain Home Missions.'' From India 
we read the message--" Woman 
is being rescued from the thralclom 
of the most besotting superstitions. 
Purity is gaining admission into 
many minds, and making per­
ceptible inroads upon the almost 
universal corruption. Caste is 
breaking. Buddha retires before 
the march of the lowly Nazarene. 
Hallelujah." And from Orissa, the 
land of the labours of our futhers 
and brethren, endeared to us by the 
holiest associations. " A Home 
Missionary Society set on foot by 
the native Christians. Orphanages 
full of happy children left us by the 
desolating famine. Kogai making 
noble sacrifices for Christ. Cast 
down, but not destroyed. Our hope 
is in God. The Lord reigneth for 
ever! Amen, and Amen!" 

And yet these telegTams would 
only chronicle one kind of success. 
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The~· say nothing about opening 
new nrnrkct,s for British enterprise, 
incrc:1sirn1: the interest of men 
in c1wything which concems the 
humnn race, adYanccment of the 
nrnterial and temporal welfare of the 
peoples of the earth, birth of new 
lit-eratures, contributions to science 
and arts, and other like results of 
the missionary enterprise. Seeing 
then that we are compassed about 
'\\ith so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us be thankful to God, who has 
blessed our faulty and imperfect 
work vastly more than it deserved, 
and lay aside every weight, from 
whatever source it comes, and run 
with patient perseverance the race 
on which we have entered, looking 
to Jesus, the author, leader, and 
pattern of our faith. 

Another objection raised to Mo­
dern Missions by scientific men is 
the superior need of and greater 
chances for success amongst the poor 
at home. The brief and sufficient 
reply to this assertion is, that it 
is false in itself, unsound in its 
principle, and base in its insinua­
tion. We confess at once to the 
necessity of our fellow-countrymen, 
but demur to the suggestion that 
because we are careful to remember 
the untutored heathen, we therefore 
forget the poor, vicious, and criminal 
who rot in our large cities, deprave 
our towns, and infest our villages. 
The Church has not forgotten the 
ingots of gold that lie buried at her 
feet, whilst looking at the falling 
stars that shoot through the dark­
ened sky of heathendom. But as 
the Moon, who derives her light 
from the Sun, exerts her influence 
in such a manner upon the surface 
of the globe, that she raises the 
swelling tides to the same height at 
opposite points, here and at the 
Antipodes, in London and Australia, 
so the Church, whose light is Christ, 
reflects her effulgent lustre upon 
the two hemispheres of Home and 

Foreign Work. She is an astrono­
mer, who uses her telescope to dis­
cover the most distant wanderer in 
space from God and His love, but 
also a microscopist, who adjusts her 
instrmncnt to detect the condition of 
the lowest and poorest life that 
grovels in her garden, or may be 
found in the wilderness beyond. It 
is as false to say that an exaggerated 
share of attention has been given to 
foreign fields of labour, as it is to 
insinuate that those who are cosmo­
politan enough to sacrifice time and 
money fur the welfare of men abroad, 
are not sufficiently patriotic to deny 
themselves on behalf of their country­
men at home. 

We are counselled by these ob­
jectors to missions for the evangeli­
zation of the heathen to retreat from 
our position, confess our ignominious 
failure, and ply with steadier aim 
and brighter prospects of success 
our machinery to the necessities of 
the poor and suffering around us. 
Retreat ! Englishmen retreat from 
a task they have undertaken, urged 
by an imperious sense of duty I .As 
well bid the sun retrace his steps 
from West to East. English Chris­
tians slink back from a battlefield 
on which they have often routed the 
foe, turned to flight the armies of 
aliens, and received the plaudits of 
their Saviour and Captain ! No, 
never, never, never ! The faith of 
the invincible Paul fires our souls, 
and the love of God, and of suffering 
and sinful men, influences our hearts, 
and we will stand by our guns till 
we die. Retreat, too, at such a time 
as this ! When our countrymen are 
taking the vices of our civilization 
without its ameliorating virtues, 
and scattering them like firebrands 
amongst the unsuspicious and un­
defended tribes of the earth I Why, 
if for nothing else than to screen 
these poor victims from the wicked 
influences of a pestiferous brood of 
iniquities left in the track of the 
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boasted children of W cstcrn civiJi7,a­
tio11, we imrnt go forth with the gospel 
of Christ. Respect for the honour 
of our country, to speak of no other 
motive, demands that we reject such 
counsels of cowardice with ineffable 
scorn. Retreat I What I break up 
the grand old missionary ship, that, 
laden with the grain of truth, has 
gone to the ports and harbours of 
the nations of the earth, dispensing 
the Bread of Life, shiver her timbers 
and set them floating on the ever­
lasting sea to mock us for our cold­
heartedness and inhumanity. No I 
not in the face of a deluge of objec­
tions 1 While the Captain is on 
board, the guide at the wheel, the 
canvas unfurled, and the cry goes 
up, " all hands aloft," we will with 
bended knee continue to pray to Him 
who holds the winds iu the hollow 
of His hand to preserve the sacred 
vessel amid all storms, until the 
uttermost parts of the earth have 
been satisfied with the precious Word 
of God. We retreat ! The memo­
ries of our society will not permit it. 
Its sixty years of labour, and prayer, 
and suffering would each rebuke us, 
the graves of missionaries, the father­
less and motherless children in Orissa, 
would denounce us for our cruelty 
and cowardice. Retreat ! Nay, 
rather to our brother Buckley, who 
asks in his last letter to be assured 
that we mean to be faithful to Christ 
and to the responsibilities incurred 
in seeking· the evangelization of 
Orissa, we will say this night that 
we pledge ourselves anew in the 
strength of God to the divine and 
Christlike work. As two pieces of 
dead iron are held together without 
any fusion, without any chains, by 
the one electric current that passes 
through them, so by the current of 
the Saviour's life are we at home and 
our brethren abroad held to the task 
of saving the Oriyas, and nought on 
earth or under the earth shall make 
us retreat. 

Dut suppose for one moment we 
do retreat ! What then ! Will W. 
Reade and Captain Burton set out 
with 2,000 men on a commercial 
mission, convert our churches into 
workshops, and make artizans of onr 
ministers, open fresh markets for 
British labour, and teach the savage 
how to hew wood, plough fiekls, sow 
seed, and build houses ? Will Sir 
Samuel Baker, who tells the mis­
sionary to wait till the soil is pre­
pared for him, himself go and pioneer 
the way for the teacher of Christi­
anity ? Brethren, we know how to 
estimate these sayings. English­
meIJ. have gone out to civilize the 
world, and they have left behind 
them pictures of incarnate selfish­
ness that has made the pale-face a 
terror, and the shadow of the vaunt­
ing civilizer as the destructive light­
ning. This one thing is true. The 
best commercial missions yet founded 
are Christian Missions. Godliness 
is profitable for all things, having 
the promise of the life that now is, 
as well as of that which is to come. 
Christianity is the home of every good, 
and the most safe and rapid approach 
~o the goal of commercial prosperity 
1s by way of the adoption of the 
spirit and maxims of the religion of 
Jesus. Forward, then, is the only 
word for us. We will never pro­
nounce the fatal sign that declares 
the coward, but will ring the clarion 
note of progress along all our ranks. 
The Master has not revoked His com­
mand, and till He does we must go 
on with our work, never halting, 
never fearing, and leave all the 
issues to Him. Forward in the 
track of the great heroes who hr1Ye 
preceded us. Forward, borne along 
by bright and lofty hopes of the 
world's redemption. Forward, till 
He who was born in the stable at 
Bethlehem is confessed by a glad 
and regenerated hmuanity, King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. 
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NARROWNESS. 

ONE infirmity of human natnre is every 
day obserrnble in the facility with 
which men every day draw broad con­
clusions from narrow premises. And 
the evil of this infirmity is especially 
obvious in the consequent variations 
of feeling as disproportionately affected 
by snch mistakes in reasoning. Not 
only are their generalizations larger 
than the few facts observed will jus­
tify, b11t their minds are unduly elatecl 
or depressed by the character of their 
deductions as encouraging or dis­
heartening. For the rectifying of such 
tendencies, both the intellectual and 
the moral, common sense prescribes a 
rational method-the elevation of the 
mind to a higher point of observation, 
and the extension of view over a wider 
horizon. As by such a process errors 
are corrected, so the feelings, provided 
they be not m,11-adjusted by disease, 
become conformed to a truer standard. 
A king of Israel confessed that be said 
in his haste, "All men are liars." His 
judgment wa·s formed on too limited 
an acquaintance to justify an expres­
sion so sweeping. 

The children of Zion are not always 
exempt from this infirmity. Many are 
accustomed to reason unsoundly from 
the little that is near to the much that 
is remote, from the apparent to the 
real, from the local to the general, from 
a few particulars to universal proposi­
tions. The two sad-hearted. disciples, 
in their evening walk to Emmaus, were 
types of a large class. Taking limited 
views, and those views all distorted, 
they cone] uded that their faith bad 
been ill-founded, that their hope bad 
been fallacious, that their cause was 
mined. The Saviour joined them, led 
them to a higher plane of observation, 
and left them not until be had brought 
into their field of vision sufficient facts 
to correct their mietakes and change 
their tone of feeling. 

Not only do men, e~sentially good at 
heart, frequently set ont of account 
the promises of God which should ever 
be their basis of hope in regard to all 
spiritual matters, but they misinter0 

pret His providence, founding too high 
expectations on whatever seems to be 
fa voural,]e to their interest, and be­
cowing exceedingly despondent when 

the indications assume darkened as­
pects. Asaph had a temperament thut 
made him susceptib]A to extreme varia­
tions nnder the power of appearances. 
Specimens of his versatility are espe­
cially striking in the seventy-third and 
seventy•sP-venth psalms. As he de­
scribes the facts that greatly depressed 
his spirit, we see that his observation 
was narrowed down to a small circle. 
But, as he found himself sinking'into 
a. sceptical mood, he was alarmed for 
the consequences, and said, "This is 
my infirmity," and, having summoned 
his power of will, he adopted methods 
for reversing bis tendencies. The re­
sult was a sudden transition to the 
opposite extreme. He, too, was a 
type of a class hot small in tbe'ranks 
of God's imperfect people. 

A revival in a community covering 
a few square miles bas led many an 
excited Christian to talk of the near 
approach of the millennium; and in 
toe time of religious declension in that 
same field, we have known the same 
individual· to speak mournfully of the 
low state of religion and predict evil 
to Zion, as if what met his eye around 
him was true over a wider territory. 
The man is unduly exhilarated by one 
class of facts, and rendered morbidly 
apprehensive by another. Both classes 
of facts are partial, local, and furnish 
insufficient grounds for any broad con­
clusions. He does not remember that 
in neither extreme is the region about 
him a fair specimen of the religious 
cond'ition of one whole country. His 
sympathies, and activities, and felt 
responsibilities are appropriately spe­
cial in that limited field; but he 
grievously errs when from the local 
prosperities or adversities with which 
he is personally familiar, be reasons 
to anything beyond their immediate 
range. Would he but lift his eyes and 
lo0k over a wider territory, he would 
be wiser in his judgments and more 
equable in his feelings. 

'l'he Christian who travels among 
the dense populations of Europe and 
Asia soon• learns to regard as very im­
probable the immediate conversion of 
the world to Christ. Happy for him if 
his confidence is not shaken as to the 
fulfilwen t of the di vine promises re-
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epecting the ultimate recovery of earth 
from its apostacy; happy, too, if he 
rcafo:ee that a great work is yet to 
be done, and addresses himself to the 
task of doing his own part in that 
work. A knowledge of the limited 
prog:cse which Chrjstia_nity has made 
in eighteen centunes 1s a sure cor­
rective of extravagant anticipations 
and adventurous predictions. We lose 
nothing, we gain much, by a calm 
review of history and a comprehensive 
outlook upon the world still lying in 
wickedness. On the other hand there 
is a corrective of doubt and despondency 
in a candid observation of what foreign 
missions have alread,y accomplished, 
justifying large expectations of future 
developments. Credulity is not faith, 
and presumption is not hope ; and yet, 
notwithstanding slow processes and 
partial results, faith and hope of the 
strongest kind are authorized by the 
promises of Him who is II from ever­
lasting to everlasting," and has no 
occasion to precipitate the execution 
of his purposes. Having these pro­
mises, and making a fair comparison of 
the facts on a broad field, we should 

not allow appearances to elevate us 
much above, or depress us much below, 
that level where equanimity is the 
rational condition. 

It would not be difficult to show 
that, other things being equal, the 
safer friends of Christianity are those 
who look at facts as they are over an 
extended field, and regulate their hopes 
and fears, their com,ictions of duty and 
plans of action, with reference, not to 
the imagined, but the real, and that on 
a comprehensive scale. There are dark 
aspects and formidable oj:)stacles; but 
Christ is on the throne as II he that 
openeth and no man shutteth, and 
shutteth and no man openeth," and to 
him nothing is dismaying, "he shall 
not fail or be diecourageti." He is ex­
ecuting his purposes, and hie followers 
may be confident that II he shall see of 
the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied." Among II the last words of 
David" is a sentence which indicates 
a creditable breadth of ·dews and 
strength of faith. 11 Although my 
house be not so with God; yet he bath 
made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and sure." 

MY FACETIOUS UNCLE. 

A STORY FOR THE YOUNG. 

MY uncle loved to call forth our won­
der, though he rarely ever did so with­
out turning it to our benefit. One day 
when he came in from hie walk, full of 
spirits, he flourished his stick above 
hie head, and called" out, 11 We have 
them I we have them I They have 
done mischief enough in the world, but 
we have them now." 

11 Who are they, uncle? Who are 
they? please to tell us what they have 
don.e." 
. "Done ?" said my uncle, " I do be­

lieve that they have been concerned 
in almost every forgery that has been 
committed for the last fifty years! 
pone? Why they have been spread­
mg all manner of idle reports, that 
have not had a word of truth in them, 
and deceiving thousands? Done? I 
felt sure in my own mind that they 
have done more evil in the world than 
all the highwayman aud housebreakers 
tl1at ever lived." 

This astonished us more than ever, 
and we then asked him how many there 
were in the gang? and how they 
dressed? and what kind of people they 
were? 

"Oh!" said my uncle, " There are 
more than twenty of them. They ap­
pear in all colours. I myself have 
seen them in red, blue, green, and 
purple, but black is their general 
colour. Some of them are taller tban 
their companions, and these usually 
take the lead in all their plans and 
ways." 

We ne:x.t wanted to know where they 
lived, when my uncle told us that they 
were well known in the collrges and all 
public places; but these are not enough 
for them, forsooth, and they must needs 
have places provided for their nse in 
the country as well as in the city, and 
abroad as well as at home. 

This qnite provoked us, for we 
thought that instead of having such 
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attention paid to them, every one of 
them ought to be put in prison. But 
how great was our wonder, when my 
uncle told us that he wished us to be­
come more acquainted with them, for 
that he really thought they might 
make us wise about many things which 
we did not know. "After all," said 
he, "they would never have done the 
mischief they have, had they not been 
led into it by others." 

"Who c-an they be, uncle? But 
have they ever done any good?" 

"You shall hear," said he, "They 
rendered great aid to Dr. Johnson in: 
compiling his dietionary, and I have 
good reason to believe that, if they 
had not lent a helping hand, John 
BnnJ•an would never have completed 
the 'Pilgrim's Progress.' They are 
friends to arts and sciences ; and 
though I never heard of their building 
ships, making steam engines, bridges, 
and mansions, they freely give instruc­
tion to others how to do them. At 
the present time they assist mission­
aries abroad, and greatly help educa­
tion at home. lo short, I believe they 
have done much more good than I 
could tell you in a day." 

Having now well enjoyed our won­
der, my uncle went on to tell us that 
the gang, who had done so much good 
and evil, were neither more nor less 
than the twenty-six letters of the 
alphabet. He said that we had many 
benefits and blessings that were sadly 
undervalued because they were com-

mon, and the alphabet might be reck­
oned among them. 

" Most of our mercies," said he, 
"may be misused, and few things have 
been more misused than letters. When 
used aright, they make us wiser, better, 
and happier; but when put to bad 
purpose they do much mischief in the 
world." 

"I3ut if," said my uncle, taking up 
the Bible that lay on the sideboard 
within his reach, "the letters of the 
alphabet had never been applied· to 
any other purpose than that of making 
known the wrll of God in the world, 
this of itself would raise them above 
rubies in the eyes of all who truly fear 
the Lord. They pToclaim the truth to 
the whole earth that all are sinners, 
and that salvation is only to be found 
in the Saviour, who died for sinners- on 
the cross." 

Though my uncle, when he began 
to talk about the letters of the alphabet 
was in jest, before he had done he was 
in right earnest; and if at the be­
ginning of his remarks he awaked our 
wonder, at the end of them he called 
forth our thankfulness." 

"Remember," said he, "that all who 
can read and write are bound to turn 
their talents to a good account, and 
bear in mind that the letters of the 
alphabet may assist us in keeping alive 
love and affection, in doing deeds of 
charity, in correcting evil, in imparting 
useful information, and in promoting 
virtue and piety in the world." 

Jittraturt. 

THE QUEST OF THE CHIEF Goon. 
Expository Lectures on the Book 
Ecclesiastes. With a New Transla­
tion. By Samuel Cox. London: 
.A. Miall. 

·wE have deferred our notice of this 
most respectable work in the hope of 
being able to discuss some of the moot 
points which relate to the sacred book 
called Ecclesiastes. I3ut as our pages 
are preoccupied with matters of more 
general interest, and as no critique 
wl,ich we could elaborate might either 
satisfy the learned or be serviceable to 
the unscbolarly, we content ourselves 

for the present with a brief reference to 
our brother's production. Clinging, as 
we do, with a fond, it is hoped not a 
foolish, tenacity to the Solomonic au­
thorship of Ecclesiastes, and regarding 
its aim as capable of being better ex­
pressed than by its being entitled "the 
quest of the chief good," it may seem 
that we widely differ at the outset 
from one with whom we would fain be 
found in fraternal agreement. In vin­
dication of our leading views we are 
able to cite an array of the highest 
authorities, both ancient and modern. 
At the same time we admit that Mr. 
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Cox is supported in hie opinions by 
critics crprnllyeminent, from the learned 
Groti11s to Dr. Ginsburg, who ranks 
among the ripest Hebrew scholars of 
the present age. But religious thought 
should be allowed the utmost freedom, 
and biblical studies ought to be pur­
sued withont undue deference to old 
traditional beliefs, on the one hand, 
and on the other, without preference 
for more recent conclusions as if they 
must needs be more correct. Mr. Cox 
avows his discipleship and indebted" 
ness to Dr. Ginsburg, and be has popu­
larized the painstaking work of his 
erudite master. But this is not his 
sole merit. He has followed bis own 
bent, and maintained his own mental 
fo.dependency throughout. His Intro­
duction has nothing hard or heavy in 
it to tax the attention of even ordinary 
r~aders, but is an easy connected nar­
rative of events which any Jover of 
history will gladly follow to its close. 
His Translation seems to us to be an 
improvement on Dr. Ginsburg's, where 
it differs verbally from that gentle­
man's; and if not faultless in its fidelity 
to the original, it is in meet accord­
ance with the vernacular dialect and 
familiar idioms of the English language. 
The Exposition is in the form of lectures 
rather than in the shape of commen­
tary; for instead of lingering tire­
somely on terms and phrases, it runs 
quite excursively through large por­
tions of text, yet without skipping 
any material thoughts which the 
translation may have left obscure. 
Bating a few things in the Notes, 
which the longer criticisms on the 
work which have appeared already 
have not failed to censure, our frequent 
examination of it has impressed us 
with its general excellence. And while 
retaining most of our life-long views 
as to the date and design of Ecclesiastes 
itself, we thankfully accept Mr. Cox's 
comrnentary npon it as a good specimen 
of skilled labonr in one of the highest 
departments of sanctified service. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMSTERDAM 
CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL 
ALLIANCE, held in August, 1867. 
Edited by the Rev. Dr. Steane, one 
of the Hon. Secretaries. 

Tms bulky volume may seem to have 
been very tardily issued, coming out, 

as it clof;s, sixteen months after the 
Conference at Amsterdam. Why so 
long an interval has occurred between 
the proceedings themselves and their 
publication officially, we cannot posi­
tively say, as we do not find any rea­
son assigned for it. But we do not 
complain. The work was no doubt 
arduous in preparation, seeing that so 
large a portion of it had to be trans­
lated from other languages into our 
own. The contents are so numerous 
and varied, that the table of them is 
too long to be transcribed for our 
pages. The heads under which they 
are ranged must be named in order 
that our readers, but few of whom may 
ever see the volume, may be able to 
judge of the value of this record of the 
fast, and in some respects the best, 
gathering of the more distinguished 
members of the Evangelical Alliance. 
Some of our brethren are not approvers 
of this Christian organization, thinking 
it unsound in its basis, motley in its 
structure, indefinite in its objects, and 
unprofitable in its results. That it is 
misjudged by those who so regar,l it, 
we are quite as certain as human falli­
bility allows us to be about anything, 
and therefore we the more regret that 
the eyes of so many should be thus 
darkened. It comprises among its 
members some of the wisest and best 
men of the age living in all parts of 
the world. It elicits from such men 
some of their best thoughts and feel­
iugs, and embodies them in the shape 
of written papers which are worthy of 
being put among the choicest collec­
tions of Christian literature. It secures 
places of meeting for its larger assem­
blies, of the most public nature, and 
most desirable to be seen. It offers 
the broadest platform, in its local 
gatherings, to Christian ministers and 
men who would never otherwise be 
found sitting together. The utter ab­
sence of unpleasant rivalry and angry 
contentions among its many-minded 
constituents, entitles it to be named 
the very Arcadia of Christendom. And 
while the area of its home operations 
is pervaded with a spirit of peace and 
quietness, it sends abroad its thoughts 
and solicitudes wherever they are 
most needed; for no sooner does the 
occasion occur for the manifestation of 
active and practical sympathy with 
the persecuted and oppressed, in auy 
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quarter of the globe, than steps are 
taken to make its will and power of 
protecting or releasing the sufferers 
known and felt. 

The literature of the Alliance alone 
redeems it from the reproach of insig­
nificance, and entitles it to the esteem, 
if not the actual adherence, of all 
Christian men. In th~ present volume 
we have an inaugural discourse by one 
of the greatest of the Dutch divines, 
Professor Oosterzee, of Utrecht. Then 
the "Religious Condition of Christen­
dom" is concisely reported by no less 
than fifteen writers of eminence in the 
countries which are separately repre­
sented, and among these is a sketch of 
the Nonconformists of England, by our 
friend the Rev. J. H. Hinton. Next 
comes the department of "Theology" 
-eight contributions, beginning with 
the "Spirit of Criticism," by Professor 
Henzog, and ending by "Reformation 
and Revolution," by Dr. Oosterzee. 
The last of these consists of Aphorisms, 
to the number of fifty, "regarding 
reformation and revolution on the 
territory of Lbe Church and Theology" 
-a very remarkable paper. Follow­
ing this is a third series, entitled 
" Social Questions," in which Chris­
tianity is treated of in connection with 
modern society-religious liberty­
the school and the Bible-education­
nationalities-literature-art and sci­
ence. A fourth collection of docu­
ments is ranged under the head of 
"Christian Philanthropy," furnished by 
English and Continental writers, Jay 
and clerical. "Christian Missions" is 
the subject of the fifth section, and is 
discussed in ten papers by as many 
other writers. Speeches, resolutions, 
and farewell addresses close this valu­
able publication. To the whole Dr. 
Steane bas prefixed some thirty pages 
of most interesting narrative, imbued 
with bis own amiable spirit. The more 
this goodly volume is read, the higher 
will it be prized, if we may judg.i from 
our own experience of the effects of 
perusing it. 

THE CHRISTMAS SUPPLEMENT TO 
"COOK'S EXCURSIONIST" is a sixpenny 
pampbld, issued for the purpose of ex­
plaiuiog bis arrangements for three 
great tours projected for the year 1869. 
Tliese tours were announced in our 
last number in a letter from Mr. Cook, 

which we learn has been received with 
lively interest by our readers. 'l'o 
those who perused that letter, and to 
others who skipped it, we commend 
this pamphlet, which is crowded with 
valuable information, highly instruc­
tive to the stayers at home, and 
especially useful to those who may 
undertake tbe tours, The snggestion 
of the Conductor that the Editor of 
this Magazine should form one of the 
party, and his generous offer of assist­
ance, demand our thanks; but when 
our daily engagements are considered, 
together with the costs of the longer 
journey, all hope of personally accom­
panying the excursionists is extin­
guished. If, however, we are not per­
mitted to "go thither unto the land 
of Israel," so as to be able to tell what 
we have seen, we anticipate the plea­
sure of recording some of the incidents 
of travel from 'Mr. Cook's own pen. 
His communications will be most ac­
ceptable to his old and new friends 
among the General Baptists. 

POEMS AND BALLADS. By Janet 
Hamilton, Authoress of Poems and 
Essays, &c. Glasgow: J. Macle• 
hose. 1868. 

A VOLUME of poems to which the Revs. 
George Gilfillan and Dr. Wallace 
have written introductory biographical 
sketches, might be presumed to pos• 
sess intrinsic value. Yet great men 
are sometimes induced by benevolent 
motives to commend that which has 
only a mediocrity of merit. Not know­
ing how far these patrons of a Scotch 
poetess, whom we are sorry not to 
have known earlier, might be influ­
enced by partiality in the praises they 
have lavished upon her, we approached 
her pretty looking volume quite warily. 
Needless caution I The book is all 
that its eulogizers represent it. The 
soul of poetry is in all its parts, and 
one after another may be read without 
any abatement of the pleasure at first 
afforded. Janet Hamilton's words are 
imbued with such a grace, that like 
those of the angel addressing Adam, 
they "bring to their sweetness no 
satiety." 

Of the poetess herself we may give 
her own account:-" My father, being 
bred a shoemaker, found it convenient 
to remove to the town of Hamilton 
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with his wife and child (myself}. I 
would then he between two and three 
years old. There we resided till I was 
seven, when my parents, having suf­
fered severely in their health by the 
close confinement, removed to the 
small village of Langloan, parish of 
Old Monkland, where they both worked 
as field labourers on the farm of the 
estate of Drumpellier for abont two 
years, while I kept house at home; 
and being early taught by my mother 
to spin, my daily task in her absence 
was to produce two hanks of sale yarn, 
in which I seldom failed. When my 
mother left the out-door labour, I was 
taught to work at the tambour-frame, 
which was then a very remunerative 
employment for women and girls. My 
father also left the out-door labour a 
short time after, and commenced work­
ing at his trade on his own account. 
He engaged a respectable young man 
to assist him. This young man be­
came my husband in 1809. I had ten 
children hy him, seven of whom, with 
their father, still survive. We have 
Ii ved together in the married state 
fifty-nine years. My husband will be 
eighty in August, ll<G.8,' and I seventy­
three in October of the same year." 

The present volume of her poems is 
lovingly and respectfully inscribed to 
her brothers, the men of the working 
classes ; and in verses which may be 
given as a specimen of many pieces in 
the book itself-

" Ahl not low my aspirations:, 
High and strong my soul's desire, 

To assist my toiling brothers 
Upward, onward. to aspire. 

Upward, to the heaven above us, 
Onward, in the march of mind; 

Upward, to the shrine of freerlom, 
Onward, working for onr kind. 

This to you, my working brothers, 
I inscribe; may nothing low 

Dwell in mind, in heart, or habit, 
Upward look, and onward go." 

A REFUTATION OF THE PERSONAL 
REIGN OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
&c. In Twelve Letters to a Friend. 
Dy W. H. Mortimer. Second Edition 
Enlarged. London: E. Stock. 1869. 

THE Author, in an Introduction, as­
signs the reasons which induced him 
to publish these letters. A valued 
fri,,nd assured him that he would find 
overwhelming evidence in tho Word uf 
God to prove the personal reign of 
God our Saviour on earth. But finding 
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no reign of Christ to be revealed ex­
cepting Ilia spiritual reign, he uncler­
'look to defend this view. This defence 
was not intended for publication, but 
the letters being shown to some friends, 
and greatly approved, he was induced 
to send them to the press in 1867 ; and 
now the call has been made for a second 
edition. They have our cordial recom­
mendation. 

THE HIVE; A STOREHOUSE FOR 
TEACHERS. Vol. I. 1868. Lon­
don: E. Stock. 

THE Publisher might have hit on Emme 
other and happier title, but he could 
hardly have projected a better publi­
cation than "The Hive." \Ve have 
more than once expressed our approval 
of the work on its appearance in 
monthly numbers; and now it comes 
in the form of a cheap and handsome 
looking volume, we cheerfully renew 
our praises of it. The Class exercises, 
and the Outlines for the Desk, are not 
ouly helpful to the teachers of our 
Sunday schools, but might be studied 
to advantage by village preachers, and 
be found serviceable in their prepara­
tion for sanctuary work. 

Three months ago we had the pain 
to animadvert on a work, entitled "Life 
and Death as taught in Scripture." 
The same book attracted the notice of 
a few earnest tbiukers, and led to their 
meeting at the house of a minister for 
the purpose of holding "conversation 
on the topics therein treated of." The 
meeting ended in the appointment of 
one of the number to prepare a review 
of the book, and to submit his paper at 
a subsequent meeting. The result has 
been the publication of a sixpenny 
pamphlet, called "A Few \Vords" on 
the work reviewed by a writer, whose 
initials only are given. Who A. D. 
may be is quite unknown to us, but we 
thank him for his "Words," which we 
believe to be "words of truth," and 
well fitted to counteract the mischief 
which is contained in "Life am! 
Death." 

Our notices of the monthlies kindly 
sent to us must be short. The S1tnclay 
Jl!Iagazine has a mixture of the soli,l 
and the superficial - of tbeologi~al 
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teaching, and of entertaining tales, 
embelli~herl with many pictures.­
Good Word.a .for the Young, November 
anrl December, by the same publishers, 
is got up in a very attractive style. 
Its paper, open type, and numerous 
illustrations, all assist to render the 
rearlable matter more alluring and win­
some. This new serial can hardly fail 
of success. - The Sword and Trowel 
completes its volume for 1868 with a 
number of average excellence, and is 
likely to enter on its fifth year with its 
full complement of subscribers.-The 
Baptist Magazine is fairly filled with 

sensible articles; but the Editor would 
have deserved more commendation by 
writing an ordinary preruce than by 
penning the Nota Dene which is put 
into the place of one, and which is as 
pure a bit of bumptiousness as ever 
invited general censure.-T/1e Church 
has closed with an Editorial Postscript, 
which is only another name for a Pre­
face, expressing gratitude for past 
support, and craving a lurger measure 
of favour in the future.-The Scattered 
Nation, The Appeal, Old Jonathan, and 
Topics for Teaehers (Part 2) are all 
good, 

THE MOTHER'S PRAYER. 

WITH eager arms a mGtber pressed 
A laughing babe against her breast. 

Then thus to heaven she cried in prayer! 
"Now even as his face is fair, 

0 Lord ! keep thou his soul within 
As free from any spot of sin." 

From heaven the Lord an answer made­
" Behold I I grant as thou hast prayed." 

Within her door the darkness crept, 
And babe and mother sweetly slept. 

From belfry rang the midnight bell; 
The watchman answered, " All is well!" 

The mother, by the cradle side, 
A woke to find the child had died. 

With grief to set a woman wild, 
She caught and clasped the marble child,-

Until her heart against his own 
Was broken, beating on a stone I 

" 0 God I" she eried in her despair, 
« Why hast Thou mocked a mother's 

prayer P" 

Then answered He, " As I have willed, 
Thy prayer, 0 woman, is fullilled I 

If on the earth thy child remain, 
His soul shall gather many a stain ; 

At thy behest, I stretch my hand 
And take him to the heavenly land I" 

The mother heard and bowed her head, 
And laid her cheek age.inst the dead, 

And cried, " 0 God! I dare not pray­
Thou answerest in so strange a way." 

In shadow of a taper's light, 
She moaned through all the livelong night; 

But when the morning brought the sun, 
She prayed, " Thy will, 0 God, be done I" 

-Theodore Tilton. 

TO THE "ANGEL OF PEACE." 

HovER gently round our loved one, 
Bear him to the land of flowers, 

Where the roses bloom eternal, 
Climbing o'er the heavenly bowers. 

Whisper softly in his bearing, 
Of that heavenly home above, 

Where the rippling, pearl-clear waters 
Mirror back God's holy love. 

Throw thine arms of love around him 
When all earthly friends shall fail; 

Press him closely to thy bosom, · 
Bear him through the shadowy vale. 

Guide him through the troubled waters, 
Though the surging billows roar; 

Bear him safely p11st the breakers 
'fo the aver " shining shore." 
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CENTENARY FUND. 
THE Committee appointed to superin­
tend and carry out the movement to 
raise a fund of £5,000, in commemora­
tion of the Hundredth Anniversary of 
the.Connexion, have met and resolved 
upon certain plans of operation. It is 
proposed not to confine the effort to 
raise this Rum to the Centenary year, 
but to begin at once, and to complete 
the work in the year ending June, 
1871. Circulars will be issued forthwith 
to all the churches, and to private in­
dividuals, members or friends of the 
denomination. The formation of local 
or congregational Centenary Commit-· 
tees in connection with all the churches 
is earnestly recommended, and it is 
suggested that such committees con­
sist of the minister or ministers, with 
a treasu·rer and secretary, and a staff 
of collectors. The churches are re­
quested to make three collections for 
the Fund; the first during the first six 
months of the year 1869, the second 
before June, 1870, the third as soon as 
possible afterwards. Liberal donations 
to the Fund are earnestly requested 
from our wealthier friends. Annual 
subscriptions· for three years are soli­
cited, the firat payable at the Assosia­
tion in June, 1869, the second at the 
Centennial Association in June, 1870, 
the third in the course of the following 
denominational year. Cullecting books 
will be provided for use in our Con­
gregations and Sunday Schools. The 
ministers of our churches and occa­
sional preachers are respectfully urged 
to assist in preparing the minds of the 
people for co-operation in this effort; 
and it is suggested as very desirable 
that Centenary sermons be preached, 
and Centenary public meetings held iu 
all our chapels and preaching places. 
Ar~angements are to be made for depn­
tat10ns to visit the churches, in accord­
ance with the resolutions of the Asso­
ciation. at Lonth. A brief Centenary 
~ap~r ~s to be prepared and printed 
lor Judicious and careful distribution. 
The attention of the Conference at the 
bcgiuuing of the year (1869) is specially 

invited to this Centenary movement; 
and the earnest advocacy of the enter­
prise by one at least of the speakers at 
the Home Missionary Meeting at Shef­
field in Jun,; next, is to be recom­
mended as exceedingly desirable. It 
may be proper also to add that half of 
this Centenary Fund is to be set apart 
for the Union Baptist Building Fund, 
and half of it for llome Mission pur­
poses, either in the erection of a Cen­
tenary Chapel in some suitable locality 
hereafter to be agreed upon, or in such 
other way as the Association shall de­
termine. This at least will be the 
apportionme.nt of each sum received, if 
no other apportionment is desired. At 
the special request of donors, contribu­
tions will be applied either wholly to 
the Building Fund, or wholly to the 
Home Mission Fund ; but where no 
request is made for any other appro­
priation, such contributions will be 
equally divided. 

There can be no just reason to doubt 
the practicability of raising from the 
whole Connex.ion this modest sum of 
£5,000, on the occasion of its attaining 
the venerable age of one hundred years. 
There are over 20,000 members in our 
churches; an average contribution of 
one shilling and eightpence per year 
from each member for three years, will 
amount to the sum proposed. The 
Building Fund needs help, our Home 
Mission efforts should start afresh after 
a hundred years' experience of their 
importance; may not a prompt and 
liberal response to this appeal be anti­
cipated, especially as the occasion calls 
for practical recognition of the good­
ness of God to the Connexion during 
more than three generations of men? 

It may be proper to add, for the in­
formation of friends, that the Centenary 
Committee appointed by the Associa­
tion consists of the following brethren : 
Mr. W. B. Bembridge, of Ripley, Mr. 
E. Johnson, of Derby, Mr. R. Johnson, 
of IIitchin, Mr. H. Jelley, of Yarwell, 
Mr. T. W. Marshall, of Loughborough, 
Mr. \V. Newman, of Louth, the Rev. 
W. R. Steveusou, 1\1.A., and Mr. F. 
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Squier, of Nottingham, and Mr. J. 
\\ ilford of Leicester, Mr. Arnold 
Goodlifl~, of Nottingham, is the Trea­
surer of the Fund, and the Rev. Thos. 
Goadby, B.A., of Derby, Secretary. 

TOUR TO TURKEY, EGYPT, AND 
PALESTINE. 

To THE EmToR-
Dear Sir,-The very interesting ap­

peal on this subject in the December 
number must have awakened a strong 
desirP among many of our friends to 
join Mr. Cook in his eastern expedition. 
I write to say that I shall {D.V.) be 
one of his February travellers, leaving 
Paris with the second party on the 
24th of that month. I shall be most 
happy to e::.tend all Ch:istia~ kindness 
and attention to any fNends m r.he de­
nomination who are disposed to give 
themselves so great a treat. As an 
old trave!Jer I think I could give some 
useful aid to those less experienced 
than myself. Five years ago _I had 
£200 deposited in a bank for this pur­
pose £WO having been presented to 
me by the church, but the bank failed, 
and I got two hundred eighteen pen-• 
nies di,;,idend instead of £200. I am 
looking forward, tb_Prefore, now to !~e 
great .desire of thuty years, to y1s1t 
Egypt, the cradle of early lear~1~g; 
and Pale.stine, the land of the D1vme 
special favour, and the wond~rs wrought 
by the Messiah, the Sa,cv10nr of the 
world. I need scarcely add, that 
while the pleasure and inspection will 
in the first place be mine personallf, 
the profit, in the way of results, will 
be for my .congregation, and the 
churches of Christ generally, ae oppor­
tunity may offer after my return. 

I am vours most truly, 
Padding/~.;,. J. BURNS, D.D. 
P.S.-1 consider Mr. Cook's terms as 

being very low, besides taking from 
parties all trouble as to hotels, modes 
of transit interpreters, &c. I had cal­
culated o~ doing it for about £150. 

THE ORISSA MISSION. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir -At the Free Conference 
of the sub~cribers, &c., to the Orissa 
Mission held at Derby, Dec. 8, the 
very ex'celleut papers of brethren Pike 

and Crassweller, did not, as I thought, 
embrace the caus<1 of our deficicn t 
funds, or supply the needful remedy. 

At the meeting I ventured the 
opinion that our pecuniary position 
might be attrilinted to the want of 
general organization throughout the 
body for producing tho needful means; 
excepting in the juvenile department, 
which, from its efficient working, has 
saved the Mission from ruin. 

Analyziug the last Report, I find 
only eighty-eight churches, _number­
ing 15,425 members, had pubhc collec­
tions during the year yielding £692. 

One hundred and twelve clmrc~es 
in all aided the Mission, comprising 
17,708 members. These churches sup­
plied only two hundred. and thirty­
eighty collectors and obtamed £916. 

The Sabbath schools of seventy­
seven churches, containing 19,600 
scholars, have fully one thousand col­
lectors at work, and realized in the 
year, £740. · 

From these sources the p-rincipal in­
come of the Society is derived. De­
ducting f.rom the £916, th_e amo1;1nt 
given by twenty-two subscnbers, viz., 
£204 whosP. contributions do not much, 
if at 'all depend upon the collectors, it 
will be ~en that the juveniles obtained 
the largest amount. 

The one hundred and twelve churches 
assisting the Mission contain, as stated, 
17 708 members, and have but two 
bu'n<lred and thirty-eight collect~rs; 
which for all to be asked to subscribe, 
gives ~n average of seventy-five mem­
bers to one collector-the result, no 
doubt, being that many hundreds are 
never applied to. 

The seventy-seven Sabbath sc~ools, 
containing 19,600 scholars, have fully 
one thousand collectors at work, an 
average of one to every twenty; these, 
as a rule, collecting weekly, and pay­
ing their receipts to the treasurer 
monthly are well supervised, and their 
work, on' the whole, satisfactorily done. 

Feeling very deeply that a much 
better state of things is needed, I re­
spectfully submit the following sug­
gestions. 

Those best acquainted with the 
course of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, are aware that one of 
its most important elements of success 
lrns been the moAt efficieIJt working of 
the local auxiliaries; and the principal 
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htJRiness or the travelling secretary 
lrns been to form country branches, 
aud in succeeding yearH, beside attend­
iug the public meetings, to meet the 
officers aud collectors of each, and see 
that all was in active working order. 

'l'hat the funds or the Mission may 
be prosperous in future depends, I con­
sider, very much on the extensive 
formation, throughout the Connexion, 
of Congregational Auxiliary Societies, 
and for the purpose of establishing 
them our two secretaries may render 
most valuable and efficient aid, which 
the meeting at Derby directed them to 
give; and, in my judgment, they should 
make it for some time their principal 
work, and so get the whole body into 
active operation. 

But not to wait for the secretaries, 
who cannot be everywhere at once, 
I would earnestly recommend every 
church of one hundred members and 
upwards, to forthwith organize an 
auxiliary according to the suggestions 
printed on the last pages of the Mis­
sion Report ; if this be done we may 
soon have about eighty societies formed, 
and by the smaller churches also put­
ting forth earnest efforts, the staff of 
collectors might at once be raised from 
238 to at least 1,000. 

It will be desirable that churches 
forming Societies should communicatfl 
with the Secretaries, who will furnish 
the necessary books, &c., required for 
carrying on the work ; and if such 
churches do not feel it needful to have 

an early visit from the secretaries, it 
will afford the latter opportunity to 
see those wlw may consider their airl 
more iu,portant at the commencement. 

It appears to me that the ad0ption 
of this course, very hnmhl_y pnt for­
ward, rnny do good in other respects 
than to the funds. The old supporters 
of the Mission are passing away, and 
young members hear but little about 
it in the churches; great number., of 
brethren and sisters would be most 
usefully employed who have now no 
fixed work; attending the monthly or 
quarterly meetings of the auxiliary 
would make them better acqnainted 
with what is doing in heathen lands; 
and we may hope and believe that 
missionaries to go forth would be de­
veloped, who might find suitable part-

. Bers to share in the work. 
Trusting that the suggestions offered 

may lead to the subject being t~keo up 
by abler bands, and praying that 
the important commission our blessed 
Saviour gave to His disciples may be 
more deeply felt by all His followers 
in the Connexion, 

I am, dear brethren, 
Yours in the Gospel, 

CHAS. ROBERTS. 

N.B.-Forty-two- churnhes, number­
ing close upon 3,000 membeFs, and 
Sabbath schools with 10,000 scholars, 
are not supporting the Mission. Surely 
they will speedily come forward to 
help. 

~nftlligtnu. 

!Jmominationnl. 

Trrn LINCOLNSHIRE CONFERENCE was 
held at Boston on Thursday, Nov. 26. 

In the morning brother Cookson read 
and pmyed, and brother Staddon preached 
from Rev. i. 12, 13. 

In the afternoon the reports from the 
churches were read, from which we found 
that sixty-two had been baptized since the 
Inst Conference, nineteen received, and 
thirty-one remained candid11tes for baptism. 

The church at Isleham was received 
into this Conference. 

In reply to an application from Whit­
tlesea, it was resolvcd,-That brethren 

Allsop, WinT,s, and Barrass be a com­
mittee to assist the church at Wbitle­
sea in obtaining a minister; an cl that 
tbe grant at the rate of £10 per a1muru be 
continued if a suitable minister he pro• 
cured. 

The application from Yarmouth was 
deferred until the next Conference. 

No report was received from the com­
mittee in relation to the Gedney Hill 
chapel property. 

The committee appointed to inquire as 
to some other suitable sphere for Home 
l\Iission effort, presentecl the following 
report, which was unanimously adoptecl: 
"The question referred to this committee 
as to some suitable field for further Home 
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Missionnl'y operations, wns lar~ely dis­
cussed. Aftel' mnny places had been men­
tioned, nn<l the pmcticnbility of raising the 
necessary funds ha<l been considered, it 
wns resoh·e<l,-Thnt in \'iew of the supe­
rior claims of the Centenary Fnnd, there 
is no prospect at present of our success­
fully attempting nny increase iu the 
direction of Home Missionary work." 

The committee appointed to consider 
how the interest of onr Conferences may 
be increased, presented their rnport, and 
the following resolutions were passed:-

1. That the next Conference meet at 
half-past ten in the morning for de\'otion, 
nnd that at eleven a paper be read, to be 
followed by discnssion and worship. 

2. That a Home Missionary meeting be 
held in the e\'ening of the Conference; 
that all the ministers he reg nested to re­
main if possible; and that at tbe previous 
Conference brethren be appointed to ad­
dress the meeting. The cl,airme.n to be a 
layman. 

In reply to an application from Chatteris, 
it was resolved,-That we recommend the 
churches in this Conference to sanction 
their ministers supplying at Cbe.tteris one 
Sunday each before the next Confernnce. 

An appeal having been made on behalf 
of the National Society for Aged and 
Infirm Baptist Ministers, &c., it was 
resolved.-Tbat we commend this Society 
to the · sympathy and liberality of the 
churches in this district. The Rev. W. 
Orton, of Bourne, will thankfully receive 
subscriptions. 

The next Conference will be held at 
Spalding, on the first Thursday in June, 
1869. In the morning brother Allsop is 
expected to read a paper on " The kind of 
literature that we recommend to our 
young people." 

The following have been requested to 
speak at the evening meeting-brethren 
Chapman, Cookson, Winks, Taylor, and 
Mathews. Brother King, of Boston, to 
be the chairman. 

An unusually interesting Home Mis­
sionary meeting was held in the evening, 
at which brother Ward presided; and 
brethren Tetley, Payne, Orton, W. Shar­
man, Mathews, and the Secretary spoke. 

T1rnru:As BAnnAss, Secretary. 

NOTTINGHAM, Broad Street.-On Mon­
day Dec. 7, a large number of the mem­
ber~ of the congregation assembling in 
Broad Street chapel took tea together in 
the school-room, to commemorate the 
erection of that place of worship fifty years 
ago. After tea the plam for en:arging 
and improving the meeting-house, which 
have been prepared by Messrs. Ilooker, 

nrcbitects, were exhibiten, nnd elicited 
general commendation, The nlterntions, 
together with a new orgnn, will cost about 
£1,400, towards which sum £1000 bns 
been rnised nnd promised. It is intended 
to commence the nltemtions in March 
next. Interesting addresses were delivered 
in the course of the evening by the Hevs. 
W. R. Stevenson, M.A., J. Clitfor<l, LL.B., 
J. Bntey, Messrs. Mallet, A. Goodlilfe, und 
others. 

BmcrrcLIFFE.-During the summer we 
have been making extensive ultorntions 
and improvements in this ancient and 
revered sanctuat·y. We commenced by 
entirely removing the old pews in the 
body of the chapel, and erecting new pews 
on an improved plan, dmwn by Mr. T. 
Horsfield, of Halifax. Then we substi­
tuted wood for stone in all the aisles, 
so me.king the place warmer nnd more 
comfortuble. We next took out all the 
windows and doors, which had very much 
gone to decay through lnpse of years, nnd 
put new ones in their places ; and then we 
have had the whole stained, painted, and 
varnished. Altogether, we have me.de the 
chapel look very neat, and worthy of the 
denomination. The total cost will be 
something over £400-£200 of which we 
have borrowed at 4 per cent. ; £75 10s. 
we collected, when Dr. Burns preached at 
the re.opening; and the rest we are now 
raising by private subscription. Our 
prayer is, that "from this day God may 
bless us." W. G. B. 

VALE, Todmorden.-A meeting for the 
purpose of welcoming the Rev. J. Fletcher 
as pastor of the church, was held here on 
Saturday, Nov. 28, when upwards of two 
hundred persons sat down to tea. After 
tea a meeting was held in the chapel, pre­
sided over by Re\'. R. Ingham, late pastor 
of the church. Addresses were delivered 
by Mr. T. Horsfield, the Revs. C. Spring­
thorpe, J. Finn, J. Dearden, J. Maden, and 
J. Wolfenden. After approp1·iate speeches, 
the senior deacons, Messrs. J. Greenwood 
and J. Crabtree gave, on behalf of the 
church, the right hand of welcome to the 
minister. The meeting was pervaded 
throughout by the utmost good feeling, 
and after the usual votes of thanks was 
closed with the doxology and benediction. 

LINEHOLME.-The church and congrega­
tion assembling in the General Baptist 
chapel, have just held their jnhilee and 
re-opening services, in connection v,ith 
which sermons were preuched ns follows: 
On Wednesday, November Ilth, nfternoon 
and evening, by the Hev. J. Clifford, M.A., 
LL.B., of London, and on Sunday, Nov, 
15th, morning and evening by the Hev. T. 
Goudby, Il.A., of Derhy; nn,1 in the nfter­
noon by the Hev. J. Fletcher, of Yule. 
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Collections were made after e~ch service 
towards defraying the expenses in cleaning 
and painting the chapel, when about £30 
was realised. 

BmMINOHAM, Lombard Stree!.-On Nov. 
O a juvenile mi8siona•y meeting was held 
to pay respect to the memory of the late 
Rev. John Orissa Goadby, chiefly with the 
view of interesting the Sunday scholars 
and young people in the affairs of the 
mission. The Rev. John Harrison pre­
sided, and referred to Mr. Goadby's con­
nection with the society and his labours 
in Inrlia. Mr. Insley, who had been per­
sonally acquainted with Mr. Goadby at 
Barton, gave a sketch of his earlier years. 
Our space forbids the insertion of this 
address, or we would gladly give it. 

Bm,sToN.-On Dec. 20 Mr. Wilkinson 
paid bis annual missionary visit, preached 
twice on the Sunday, and addressed all the 
schools in the village assembled in our 
chapel in the afternoon. On Monday 
evening the missionary meeting was held. 
Dr. Underwood presided. The cash 
account was read by the secretary, Mr. 
J. T. Underwood, showing that the collect­
fog books had produced several pounds 
more in the past than in former years-. 
Good addresses were delivered by Messrs. 
Jolly and Silby, students, and Mr. Wilkin­
son followed in a speech which· was 
marked by his usual aptitude and ability, 

CoRNHOLME. - On Thursday evening, 
Nov. 12th, a lecture was delivered to a 
good audience, by the Rev. J. Clifford, in 
Mr. Shackleton's shed, Cornholme, (kindly 
lent for the occasion), subject-'' Clogs 
Old and New." 

BAPTISMS. 

LEICESTER, Friar Lane.-Three young 
friends were baptized by the pastor, on 
Wednesday evening, Dec. 2, and were 
received into the church on the following 
Sabbath. These friends seemed to he 
literally "baptized for the dead," for since 
the previous baptism three hnd been 
removed from the chnrch by death. 

LEICESTER, Archdeacon Lane.-Ou Sab­
bath evening, Nov. 29, seven persons put on 
Christ by baptism. 

HATHERN.-On Sunday, Nov. 29, four 
persons were baptized, after a most con­
vincing and encouraging discourse by Mr. 
T. W. Marshall. In the arternoon of the 
~ame day the newly baptized were received 
into the fellowship of the church. The 
three services were well attended, and it 
was II happy day to many souls. 

NoTTINOHAM, Broad Street.-On Lord's. 
day, Nov. 1, two persons; and on Dec. 27, 
seven. 

BrncncLIFFE.-On Lord's-dny, Dec. n, 
we baptized five persons, three of them 
young men, after a sermon from," Will ye 
also be his disciples?" Tbis q nestion 
was addressed to a large number in the 
congregation who are in a hopeful way, 
but hesitate to avow themselves the disci­
ples of Jesus, in the hope tbnt some may 
soon be brought to decision for God. 

SHoRE.-On Dec. 12, our pastor bap­
tized thirteen young believers, who were 
welcomed to the Lord's table the day 
following, with another sister who was 
restored to our fellowship. 

PETERBOROUGH.-On Lord's-day, Oct. 25, 
two persons were baptized by Mr. Barrass; 
and on Dec. 6 two others were baptized 
and received into church fellowship. 

SuTTERT0:-1.-On Lord's-day, Nov. 15, 
two persons were baptized, both of whom 
were received into the church. 

RECENT BAPTis~1s IN OR1ss,1.. - On 
Lord's-day, Oct. 4, seven were baptized at 
Cuttack by Jagoo Roni, after a disconrse 
by Shem, from Psalm cxxxix. 23, 2!. One 
of those added to the church on this 
interesting day (an orphan boy under Mr. 
Miller's care} finished his brief Christian 
course ten days later. - On Lord's-day, 
Nov. 1, fourteen were baptized at Pip lee 
by Pursua. Mr. Buekley preached on the 
occasion from John xiv. 23. In tbe afrer­
noon the newly baptized were received 
into the fellowship of the church, and the 
Lord's supper administered. Korn bho 
and Damudar took part in the service. It 
was a season of solemn and holy pleasure. 
On the following morning six couples 
were married; and in the evening all the 
Christians and school children were· enter­
tained at a feast. More than six hundred 
partook, and aJ.l passed off well.-It is 
pleasing to add that at Cuttack, Piplee, 
Berharupore, and Choga a gooclly number 
of young persons are candidates for bap­
tism. In the midst of our deep sorro IV 

the Lord is giving us unusual encourage­
ment. 

THE COLLEGE. 

On Dec. 9, a large committee meeting 
was held in Derby, at which the sanction 
was given to Mr. R.R. Roberts' acceptance 
of tile call to Portsea, and to tile settle­
ment of Mr. Colman at Lenton. 

Four probationers were fully accepted 
for the usual term of study, viz., l\lessrs. 
Godfrey, Pepper, Purker, and Cook. 

Two applications were considered-one 
from a yonng brother at Todmorden, 
which was favourably 1'0garded, but the 
decision on which was deferred until the 
spring meeting. The other was from a 
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brother who bns been four years minister 
of the church at Lineholrne, nnd who, 
being mnrrierl, itpplied for a grant of money 
to assist in Jiyiug npart. This wish was 
met, ,rnrl he will commence his studies in 
the new year. 

The Treasurer begs most sincerely to 
thank the friends for the assistance ren­
dered during the past yea,·, especially in 
the liquidation of th(; debt, and ns they 
are now ananging for their various collec­
tions and subscriptions for lSMl, he affec­
tionately begs they will allow the College 
to have a share in their sympathies, as the 
present income does not meet the ordinary 
expenses. Without extra subscriptions 

and collections this yea,·, tlie sum voted 
fot· the pn1·tial support of an ont-door 
student will involve a rather serious debt. 

The following sums nre gmtefully 
acknowledged:-

Legncy from the late 1\fiss 
Driggs, per Rev. E. Steven­
son, and B. Brock, Esq. 

W. D. Ditcbett, Esq., Louth •• 
Jos. Nnll, Esq., Hoveringbnm 
B11rton-on-Trent 
Ford •. 
Queens bury 
Ripley 
Walsall 

£ s. d. 

5 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 5 0 
0 Ill O½ 
2 9 6 
1 7 0 
7 lO 0 
3 3 0 

~tarriagts. 

FnmR - NURsE. - Dec. 7, at Stoney 
Street chapel, Nottingham, by the Rev. 
J. Greenwood, M.A., Mr. William Frier, of 
Coalville, to Miss Fanny Nurse, of Not­
tingham. 

JAci.soN-T..Aw.-Dec. 7, at the Baptist 
chapel, Shore, by the Rev. J. Maden, Mr. 

;!ltttnt 

MoRRis.-Nov. Hi, in London, the Rev. 
A. J. Morris, aged 5!. Mr. Morris began 
his ministry at Warrington; but while a 
young man be removed to Holloway, 
where he rose to the highest eminence ns 
n preacher. He had. n? regular collegiate 
training for the mmistry, but be was 
higL!y gifted and_ well educated. After a 
successful career m London, he was per­
suaded to remove to Bowden, Lancashire; 
but the pain of separation from his metro­
politan friends was too much for his ten­
der spirit to bear. He brooded over the 
event, and becarue s? melancholy ns to be 
totally unfitted for his work. He preached 
but once in his new place; and for nearly 
n dozen years past has been quite laid 
aside. Recently, however, he recovered, 
and began to write and prea~h again. But 
having to undei·go a pamful surgical 
operation, he died trom its effects. 

WAITE.-At Hereford, aged 60, the Rev. 
J. J. Waite, well known ns tbe advocate of 
improved congregational psalmody. At 
th,, age of seventeen he lost hfa sight, but 

James Jackson, of Portsmouth, to Miss 
Sarah Jnne Law, of Red water-foot. 

MALLET-EtsEY.-Dec. 17, nt Mansfield 
Road chapel, Nottingham, by the Rev. S. 
Cox, W. Henry, eldest son of Henry 
Mallet, Esq., to Sarah, third daughter of 
Jos. Elsey, Esq., Elm Avenue. 

having previously attended to his educa­
tion, he began to preach, and was minister 
in succession at lllminster and Hereford. 

Er.t1s.-N ov. 26, very suddenly, nt the 
residence of his son, Mr. E. C. Ellis, 
Wilson Street, Derby, Mr. John Ellis, late 
of Mountsorrel, Leicestershire, aged 80 
years. 

AnKINs.-Dec. 9, at Southampton, the 
Rev. Thos. Adkins, in the 82nd year of 
his age. 

OvERBURY.-Dec. 11, at Devonport, sud­
denly, the Rev. R. W. Overbury, in his 
57th year. 

Coorr.-Dec. 13, nt Belfast, the Rev. Dr. 
Cook, the Distributor of the Irish flegium 
Donum. and one of the leading ministers 
of the Irish Presbyterinns. 

CHAPMAN.-Dec. 8, nt Loughborough, 
Mrs. Cutherine Chapman, nged 80, n 
•· wise woman"-one who feared the Lol'd 
nod kept His commandments; endeared 
to n wide circle of relntions, nod rev!1red 
by runny attuched frieuds. 
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fnritti£a. 

l\'loRAL9 AND PoLITIOS.-lf people con­
sidered the Bible ns n whole, nnd not in 
its separate texts, they would see thnt no 
book presents mornls in such nn inex­
tricable union with politics. Did those 
Hebrew prophets, who nre the prototypes 
of our modern preachers, refrain from 
meddling with politics? Are not their 
utterances instinct with the sense of the 
national life, the national vocntion, and 
the continuity of the national history? 
These prophets, in fact, were not so much 
what we should call moralists ns politicians 
of a doctrinaire school, addressing rather 
classes than individuals, and dealmg with 
public affairs rather than privnte. _ I do 
not urge that they should be closely imi­
tated; but modern preachers seem to 
think they are following the Bible when 
they omit all mention of politics, and 
treat English history with complete indif­
ference. Because the prophets speak of 
Jerusalem, their own city, they too speak 
of Jerusalem, a foreign city, and by way of 
imitating men in whom patriotism was a 
burning passion, are silent about their 
own country and the events of their own 
age.-J. R. Seeley, M.A., in Essays on 
Church Policy. 

How THE ABILITY oF THE TEAcmNG 
CLAss rs DEPRESSED.-The standard of 
ability among orders of men who for pur­
poses which require high ability, is lowered 
by their election. That is by the practice 
of nanowing the area of choice, of 
diminishing by disqualifications the num­
ber of eligible candidates. What lowers 
ability in the American Congress? The 
rule which requires a man to belong to 
the particular State for which he is re­
turned. In the same way half the elective 
wisdom of England is lost by the ruld 
which confines a man's vote to a special 
locality. The standard of teaching ability 
at Universities is lowered when Fellows 
are elected only from the mem hers of par­
ticular colleges, or only from the par­
ticular university. But this closeness 
prevails most intensely in religious bodies. 
It is practised on grounds which are per­
fectly tenable and most plausible; never­
theless it depresses everywhere the effi­
ciency of religious teaching. Not from 
any selfish or corrupt motive, but from 
zeal for what is believed to be truth, each 
denomination refuses to be taught by nny 
one whose belief does not exactly coincide 
with its own. It is certain that such a 
rule is exclusive of' the highest order of 

teaching power. Genius refuses to he 
thus fettered. And in a lower rank power 
will constantly be postponed to conect­
ness, or supposed correctness. Extensive 
belief will be preferred to intensive. A 
great number of half convictions will be 
preferred to a smaller numher of entire 
and infectious convictions.-Seeley. 

THEOLOGY AND MORilITY i\!UST NEVER 
BE SuNDERED.-The want of moral teach­
ing is a great evil, but theology must not 
be thrust into the rear to make room for 
morality. Theology is indispensable. Life 
itself i-eq uires the support of a hope which 
goes beyond calculation, and of a faith 
transcending knowledge. Theology is the 
elastic spring which sets virtue in motion ; 
and the motives to virtue, with the tem­
peraments or affections of virtue, must be 
put before the deeds in which they result. 
But whatever may be said of morality 
without theolog-y, there is much also to be 
said against anJ religion that is without 
morality. The religions of' antiquity were 
more or less of such a kind, and the 
religion which superseded them did so 
mainly because it was not of such a kind. 
If the first Christians had been so busy 
with their theology as to find no leisure 
for a protest against the infamous amphi­
theatre, then religion would have remained 
undistinguished from the pagan worsb1ps 
that surrounded it_ 

THE TRUE WAY OF TEACHING CHIL• 
DREN is that by which God Himself taught 
the world-the historical method. The 
child's homage, no more than the man's, 
cannot be fully evoked by abstmct good­
ness. It needs goodness incarnate to 
command his worship. In a word, what 
the child needs to know thoroughly is the 
life of Christ. With every particular of 
that biography he should be rendered 
familiar. He should be taught how the 
Old Testament history leads up to Christ; 
and how the history of the apostles nnd of 
the early church looks bade to Christ. 
All should be made to centre in Christ, 
and the teacher's whole effort shoulcl b~ to 
give the scholar a vivid. cnneeptiou of 
Christ_ Such teaching would be a con­
stant appeal to the conscience. Once 
presented to the children, Christ Hirnseli 
will do the rest. He will win them nn,l 
draw them, and they will worship Him, 
For even chilJren ciu1 do more tl1a11 '· ~11._y 

pmyers"-they eun really worsltip. The) 
cnn lt:'Hl'll to COllll et all their tlionghts o: 
God with Jesus, nml in their cruviugs tc 
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"be good" tl1ey will welcome tbe "good 
news" that ,lesns came to save, and will 
send His Spirit to dwell in those who 
prny for it. Without any formal teaching 
of the doctrine of the Trinity in unity, 
Ibey will readily be brought to belie\'e 
sinePrely in the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. 

I'ULPIT PHRASEOLOGY.- Every intelligent 
preacher knows that the stereotyped phra­
seology of the pulpit is the bane of pulpit 
teaching. The orthodox sentences come 
out Sunday by Sunday, and convey no 
meaning to the majority. Any preacher 
who in the least understands his work is 
a ware that if he is really to teach, to 
arouse gi>nnine feeling and thought, he 
rnnst incessantly vary his language; that 
if Scripture itself is not to be a dead Jetter, 
he must first, by the medium of modern 
language, instil into his hearers' minds 
Scriptural ideas, and refrain from quoting 
Holy Writ till they are prepared to see 
that the Scriptural language is the fullest 
and truest expression for those ideas that 
can possibly be found. 

THE TRUE DEFINITION OF A Doo111A.­
If we look to the derivation of the word, a 
dogma is some statement tbat has been 
decreed. A decree implies a decreeing 
authority, and such au authority would 
never dream of decreeing the truth of any 
doctrine if it was not questionable, or, at 
any rate, questioned. The very fact of a 
doctrine being decreed indicates the exist­
ence of some doubt respecting it. The 
object of the decree is to obtain for it 
credence, or additional credence. We arrive 
then at the conclusion, that a dogma is a 
doctrine for which acceptanr.e is demanded 
because it has been promulgated by 
authority. This definition being conceded, 
dogmatic teaching is immoral teaching, 
because, instead of appealing to the con­
science, it imposes itself by authority. 

BETTER SoNG.-Church music should 
be the best of all music. From doggrel, 
rant, twaddle, poverty of song, the house 
of the Lord should be as sacred as from 
dogs and swine. They who are responsible 
for furnisbing the Lord's house and .for 
tbe conduct of its service, should make 
conscience to see that notbing is wanting 
to it which they can supply: and those for 
whom the rnng is, whose it is, should make 
conscience of singing their best. Ah 1 
young ladies, whose musical education has 
cost so mnch, and who can sing a solo in a 
room full of people on otber daJS, why so 
silent on the best day? Why ashamed 
tbeo to open a music-Look and hear the 
sonud of yonr own voice ? Come! lend 
the Lord ·the fruit of the ,·oice He gave 
you, and help the swell and sweetness of 

the church's song. And you, young men I 
musical and merry enough from Monday 
to Sunday, be merry and mnsical before 
the Lord. And to nil, let us say-more 
pains I more culture I more thought! 
more trnth I more conscience I more 
hear~ I more voice I more worship, and 
blessrngs, and thanks, and praise in the 
service of song in the ho:ise of the 'Lord.-
G. W. Co11der. 

ENVIOUS AMBITION. - The forest of 
Lebanon once held a consultation to 
choose a king, upon the death of the king, 
the Yew-tree. They agreed to offer the 
crown to the Cedar; and if the Cedar 
should refuse, to invite the Vine and Olive 
to office. They all refused the honours 
for tbe following reasons : the Cedar 
refused, "because," said he, "I am snfli. 
ciently bigh as I am.'' "I would rather," 
said tbe Vine, "yield wine to cheer others 
than receive for myself." And in the 
~am~ manner, the Olive preferred giving 
its 011 to honour others rather than receive 
any honours to itself. All these having 
refused the honours offered them, they 
next agreed to call the Thorn to the 
government; and if he should. decline, to 
choose the Bramble. The White Thorn 
in its beautiful dress, received the honour' 
speaking thus to itself: " I have nothing 
to lose but the white coat, and sorue red 
berries; and I have prickles enough to 
hurt the whole forest." Bnt the Bramble 
instigated a rebellion against the White 
Thorn, and kindled the fire of pride in the 
forest, so that all the trees were set on 
flame.-Two or three vain and proud men 
in a peaceful congregation ha\'e, by con­
tending for the preference, disturbed the 
peace and obstructed the prosperity of 
many a church, while there was no more 
virtue in them than there is of value in 
the white thorn or prickly bramble.-Ser­
mons of Christmas Evans. 

BELIEVE AND LrvE.-1 desire to bow 
myself before the· will and wisdom of 
God; but I find that, without a hold of 
Christ, there is no hold of God at all. I 
fear that I have not adverted enough to 
the reception of the gospel as the great 
initiatory step of our return to God. Let 
us work as we may before this, we may 
widen our distance, but certainly not 
shorten it; and not till the tidings of 
great joy be simply taken in-not till 
credit is given to the plain word of the 
testimony-not till we believe the Word­
not till we are persuaded hy the promises, 
and so embrace them-are we trnnslated 
into the vantage-ground of reconciliation 
witL God; and this entrance into peace 
is also the entrance into holiness.-Dr, 
Chalmers. 
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SACRAMENTAL COLLECTIONS FOR THE -WIDOWS AND ORPHANS 
OF MISSIONARIES. 

WE beg to remind our friends that the first Sabbath of the new year is the usual 
time for making these collections in the churches. It is very desirable that they 
should realize about ONE HUNDRED POUNDS. Hitherto this amount has not been 
reached, and last year it was necessary to take over twenty pounds from the 
ordinary income of the Society to meet the Life Assnrance Premiums of the 
Missionaries. The great value of thesu auxiliary contributions is illustrated in 
the case of our deceased brother, the Rev. J. 0. Goadby, whose widow and 
family will receive in due course the amount of his policy, viz., £300. Where 
the first Sabha th of the year is found to be an inconvenient time to any church, 
it is suggested that the collection might be made in February or March. All 
Sacramental Collections should be remitted direct to the Rev. J.C. Pike, Leices­
ter. Unless this is done, they are liable to be mixed up with the ordinary 
collections for the Socfoty, and it is particularly wished to keep them distinct. 

MISSIONARY MEETING AT THE SPECIAL CONFERENCE IN 
BEHALF OF ORISSA, 

Held at St. Mary's Gate Chapel, Derby, December 8th, 1868. 

Tms busy day, in which there had been 
two protracted sittings of the Conference 
and an important meeting of the Mis­
sionary Committee, was concluded by a 
public meeting in the chapel. The chair 
was ably filled by Mr. Alderman Lang­
don, of Derby. After singing and prayer, 
the Chairman gave a short introductory 
speech, and then called upon the Rev. 
Isaac Stubbins, of Quorndon, to address 
the meeting. 

Mr. STUBBINS said that be confessed 
to feelings of strong emotion in connec­
tion with the proceedings of that day. 
Some of the remarks which had been 
made could not be otherwise than painful 
to an old missionary who had toiled in 
the work of the Mission for nearly thirty 
years ; who bad known the bitternesa 
of following to the grave, only six weeks 
after his arrival in India, the endeared 
wife of his youth ; of another fondly 
loved one who had assisted and com­
forted him in his work for a quarter or a 
century; and of three darling children, 
whose remains rest in that distant land. 
Still, however, the all but unanimous 
feeling of the friends present, and the 
general tone or the remarks made, were 
of such a nature as to show the deep and 
continued interest felt in the Mi,sion, 
and the confidence which was still exer• 
cised in the missionaries, than whom a 
more de,·oted baud of men and wom~n 
could nowhere be found. He selected as 

a sample of the rest, their bereaved and 
sorrowing sister, Mrs. Goadby, from 
whose recent Jetter to himself be read 
the following extract. Under date of 
October ·2stb Mrs. Goad by wrote-" I 
felt terribly worn at times with all the 
sunshine of earth by my side, and he 
used to mourn so for my weariness. 
Now, I cannot tell you how I feel l 
Some days I get on tolerably, others I 
have to pray all day to get on. You 
know a little of the labour of a large 
school, bat neither you nor any one at 
borne can conceive of the care and labour 
of so many, and the terrible sorrows of 
the last two years. We, (i.e., :Miss 
Packer and I) have nursed and watched 
to the end 300 of the most wretched 
creatnres, and nursed hundreds more to 
health and strength. We relieved my 
darling of nearly every care, except the 
buildings, to let him give himself entirely 
to the work his soul loved. The Indus­
trial School for the boys tries me a good 
deal. I go and sit at the looms and help 
to make out the patterns. I can look 
after gardeners, dirzies (tailors), house 
servants, &c., but blacksmithing is be­
yond me. Our English school numbers 
about forty, and Is getting on well. The 
next two days I have to examine twenty­
five candidates for baptism, make ar­
rangements for the marriage of six girls 
next .Munday, and then a feast for more 
than 500. Next week I have to go to 
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Bonam:l.Jipore to see wh:lt work has 
been done there; to mark out fresh 
houses and a room for school and wor­
ship. Our Cuttack friends seem quite 
disposed to let me have things in my 
own hands, and I am much obliged to 
them. They shall see a woman can carry 
on, and that I am worthy of the name I 
hear." It had beeu trnsted that Mr. 
Bailey might be able to return at onc<J, 
in the hope that his dear wife might join 
him after a little season, but now the 
opinion of her medical adviser is most 
decidedly adverse to any such step, so 
that our brother is obliged to relinquish 
the desire of his heart. The Committee 
next turned to l\Ir. Hill, but in his case 
also there are insuperable difficulties. 
\\'hen Mrs. Hill returned from Orissa, 
it was with a most shattered constitu­
tion, and there is every reason to fear 
that should she again go thither, renewed 
and probably increased failure of health 
would be the speedy result. la addi­
tion to this fact, sufficiently appalling in 
itself, they would be compelled to leave 
five of their dear children at home, and 
that too just at au age, at least in the 
case of some of them, when they require 
all the tender and watchful care and 
supervision of their parents. Under 
these circumstances, was there a father 
or mother present who was prepared to 
say to them, go? The speaker, who 
bad passed through a somewhat similar 
trial, could not; but rather honoured the 
decision of H1eir brother that he could 
not accede to the request of the Com­
mittee. For his own part, he should 
have been glad to have offered his ser­
vice again, but felt that at his age, and 
with a constitution greatly broken by 
long residence in India, it would be the 
height of folly, both to himself and the 
l\fistiiou, to entertain the question. The 
providence of God bad sent him home, 
and be now felt that bis dulieti were at 
home for the short time that might be 
allotted him. The fact is, be said, we 
want young men to fill up the wast<l 
place•. There are brethren now in the 
field who cannot be expected to continue 
much longer; and, however painful 
such a prosp1!C, may b<', we must look 
it boldly in the face and prepare for it. 
U mler tliese ~ircum,tauce~, we turn to you 
you11g miubters of Jesus Christ, and ask, 
are uo11e of you prepared to say, "Lord, 
Lere arn I, seud me?" Are none of you 
prepared to carry out Lue holy aspira• 

tions of yonr cbildbood and youth P The 
Orissa Mission has been dear to you, 
and will you not endear it to yourselves 
still morn, by at once offering your per­
sonal scrv ice to its most solemn nud 
pressing claims? The speaker concluded 
his address by earnestly and affection­
ately urging the subject on the attention 
and prayers of his young brethren. 

The Rev. EowAnD HALL JACKSON, of 
Castle Donington, addressed the meeting 
as follows :-Mr. Chairman and Chris­
tian Friends,-Some little time since I 
was very much interested in a speech 
delivered by Lord Stanley, in which he 
divided the House of Commons into 
three classes; the first class comprised 
those who had something to say and 
could say it ; the second class, those who 
had nothing to say and said it; the third 
class, those who had something to say 
but could not say it. I do not quite 
know to which division I may chance to 
belong, but I do know that the weakest 
words become a power when employed 
in the service of truth, that it is of little 
moment how much they falter, if they be 
agitated only by the magnetic force of 
sympathy. You are aware that if a 
piano is struck in a room where another 
stands unopened and untouched, who 
listens at the untouched instrument will 
hear a string within, as if wakened by 
the hand of an invisible spirit, sounding 
the same note; it is a grand and solemn 
chord that we must sound to .. night, and 
I believe it will vibrate upon the an­
swering chord of every generous heart 
before us, from these to others, and on­
wards perbap~ to the stillness of eternity 
itself. Brethren, think of the scene of 
our labours and our prayers-the far­
distant, the gigantic continent of India. 
All the conquerors of the world have 
been there, all the merchants of the 
world have hovered round her shores; 
she bas given her gold, her diamonds, 
her pearls, and lier ivories to almost 
every nation under the sun; and still 
she ministers to the ambition of the 
British peorle with her luxuriant richea. 
Her institutions, her temrles, her sacred 
books, have an almost unrivalled anti• 
quity. But what more do we know of 
ladia, except that she is sunk in humi­
liating dependence, in gross sensuality, 
and in the darkest superstition, gasping, 
dying at the feet of hideous idols? Now 
turn to our owu dear land, the brightest 
spot 011 the great globe. Compared with 
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tho vast extent of Asia, England is but 
a plot of ground, yet our national flag is 
upon all the waters, and our influence is 
felt from pole to pole; tbe language 
which we speak is spoken in almost 
every capital in the world, and the 
destinies of the nations seem to- lie hid­
den in the folds of England's narrow 
robe. Whence all tbe activity, tbe 
power, the glory of our native land? 
The answer is, that we are the sons of 
the Bible. Why the wretched civiliza­
tion, the moral weakness, the spiritual 
misery of India? She is at this moment 
to an appalling extent destitute of the 
Bible. Here, then, is the fact of facts 
respecting India. She must, she shall 
possess the Bible-from the Himalaya 
to the Island of Ceylon her myriad 
hands shall hold the charter of the love 
of God. But who is to give this pr,ice­
less boon to these suffering millions? 
England under God. I entreat you to 
chmish this thought until it becomes 
with you a great conviction. Depend 
upon it no man, n_o Christian, no church, 
no nation,. ever did or can do much ex­
cept in the divine white heat of great 
convictions. Now, from this conviction 
that England must give India the Bible, 
there is no escape for any Euglisbman, 
still less for any Christian. India is ours 
in the providence-of God; for a hundred 
years it has been a part of our empire. 
How we came to possess it I shall not 
stop to discuss, for who does not know 
that if you trace the patrimony aud title 
of a nobleman back to the first bestow al 
of them upon his family, you will have a 
very doubtful opinion indeed of his real 
right to possess them P If you trace the 
history of our own country through the 
quarrels of Norman, Saxon, Dane, and 
Roman, you might be sorely puzzled to 
decide who has the best claim to it now. 
We find ourselves in the providence of 
God the inhabitants and possessors of 
Britain, and iu like manner we fiud our­
selves the possessors and lords of the 
vast empire of India. If we were to 
withdraw, as some assert we ought to 
do, a heavy curse would fall upon India, 
because the Hindoos are for the present 
simply incapable of self-government; we 
should only leave them to the mercy of 
the subtle and ferocious Mahometan, or 
to be toru in pieces by their Rajahs and 
native princes, who would contend with 
each other in bl.iody strife, till oue all­
powerful ruler had 11 asted and crippled 

his weaker opponents. In spite of the 
many crimes and blunders which stain 
the fair fame of Britain, both in the 
acquisition of territory, and in the ad­
ministration of government in India, we 
believe a merciful providence has led 
EJgiand on to supremacy in that land. 
But that splendid empire was not given 
to as merely that we might find situa­
tions for our young men, or comfortable 
berths for oar very old men, or prizes 
for our ambitions and oar great men, 
but that w0 might bless it with our laws, 
our civilization, and most of all with our 
Bible. It is the flag of the sons of the 
Bible that is floating over that land; it 
was an Englishman, a mighty son of the 
Bible, who first deciphered its mysterious 
languages, to compel them to spell out 
the story of the cross. Sir, these things 
are a prophecy as plain and clear as any 
in the Book of God. Sons of the Bible 
arise and fulfil this prophecy, and give 
to India the Book which has crowned our 
beloved country with glory and salvation. 
We as a society have a special reason 
for c~erishing the conviction that we are 
didnely appointed to give India the 
Bible. We did not choose it as the field 
of our operati,Jns, but God chose it for 
us. Wonderfully, almost without our 
own knowledge, did He lead as up to 
the very fortress and stronghold of the 
Asiatic superstition, to the cradle and 
birthplace of the Asiatic philosophy and 
religion, that we might be the instru­
ments in His hands of shaking the power 
of heathendom in its very centre and 
citadel. Every report that comes to us 
from our sister churches in Orissa is a 
repetition of the prophecy that Euglallll 
must give the Bible to India, aud re­
minds us that we are one finger of the 
great national hand that is reaching over 
land and sea to give God's Holy Word 
to all the mighty continent of Hiudostan. 
Let us now hasten to think of the meaus 
by which the work will be accom­
plished. Sir, we have no confidence in 
the mere arm of flesh. You might as 
well endeavour to dig the soul out of tho 
"Paradise Lost" with a pick-axe aud 
spade, as to deal with the spiritual mise­
ries of India by Acts of Parliament. If 
any man is weak enough to loag fol' 
State patronage and control for religion 
iu India, let him look at the condition of 
our beautiful but unhappy sister, Ireland, 
and remember that, as the wisest an,1 
most powerful government in the world 
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has failed to disseminate a pure religion 
in a land close to our own shore~, so the 
failure would be all the more egregious 
and disastrous in the vaster field of the 
great peninsula of heathendom. Still 
less sball we do it by tbe mere applause 
of the enterprise, or earnestness of speech, 
or by the singing of soul-stirring hymns. 
Often we have felt a generous glow 
while siuging the noble words of Bisbop 
Heber-

~·art, waft, ye winds the story, 
And you, ye waters roll, 

Till, like a sea of glory, 
lt spreads from pole to pole-

But from the beginning the winds have 
been sweeping aud sighing over the peaks 
of the Himalaya, yet neither the gentle 
zephyr nor the wild tornado bas ever 
sounded in the heathen's ear the blesseJ 
name of Jesus: for ages the waters have 
been rolling in the bay of Bengal, and in 
the A.rabian Sea, yet neither the melo­
dious ripples nor the roaring billows 
have ever taught the heathen the lessons 
of redeeming love. No, if the story is 
to be told, it must be told by the voices 
of living men, and living, loving hearts 
must send them. This kind goetb not 
forth but by prayer and fasting. Sir, 
we are not Romanists, nor are we Ritn• 
alists, but we can fast as well as they, 
and we believe that there is no fast so 
acceptable to the great and good God as 
for a man to deny himself that be may 
place the words of eternal life in the 
hands of his perishing fellow-creatures. 
Wbo will dare to set limits to the results 
of self-denial and prayer? What cannot 
be accomplished in the power of these? 
The discovery of the laws of gravitation 
did not effect a greater revolution in 
6cience, or the application of the ex­
pansive power of steam in mechanics, 
than we might speedily produce in the 
moral aspect of Orissa by the simple 
exercise of self-denial and prayer. Even 
now the field is white to the Liarvest: 
wbile I speak a voice is sounding in our 
ears, "Go ye up and possess the land I" 
The Lord has famished the i:ods of the 
heathen (Zepb. ii. 11), He bas gathered 
tbe children of the idolator around the 
missionary of the cross, He has raised 
up men to help us from other sections of 
Hi~ church, whose noble liberality has 
not been inferior to anything we have 
accomplished ourselves, He bas enlisted 
in oar cause the powerful press of this 
great country, and touched the heart of 

the British empire with a feeling of sym­
pathy for the desolations of Orissa. 
Brethren, seize the splendid opportunity I 
rise to the level of this great occnsion ! 
put on a new and hitherto unheard-of 
might, and the day is not far distant in 
which Orissa will be at once the wonder 
and che glory of Hindostan ! You may 
not live to see it here, hut when you join 
the flight of souls who are leaving earth's 
sin and sorrow far behind, and speeding 
to the presence of the Lord, you will be 
accompanied by kindred spirits washed 
and redeemed from the land of your 
sacrifices and your prayers-and, from 
some golden window, or over some 
shining battlement of heaven, shall look, 
and see the good begnn by as flow on­
ward in an ever-widening stream, com­
pared with which the mighty Ganges 
shall be a brooklet in the summer's sun. 
We may not live to see it here! This 
then reminds us that we must have 
helpers in our work, that we must train 
successors to it. Our cry must be au 
army of willing hearts and bands for the 
Mission, and every man of us must 
make, and as it were baptize more disci­
ples for the Mission. 0 ! for some 
practical law of arithmetical progressiou 
by which we might multiply the number 
of true and faithful adherents to the 
greatest work of God's church : this is 
to a large extent in our own power, and 
well within the compass of oar oppor .. 
tunities, and without doubt it is a chief 
duty to fasten our strongest endeavours 
upon the young. You have read in 
classic story bow the Carthagenian 
H ,milcar led his little son Hannibal to 
the altar of bis country's gods, and made 
him swear the solemn oath of eternal 
hatred to the Romans. Let us take our 
children to God's altar, and swear them 
to better sacrifices and a nobler cause. 
Over the dear old Bible let us tell them 
of the claims which India bas upon the 
great Christian nation that governs it ; 
let us tell them of the wrongs which our 
own government has inflicled upon its 
unhappy millions in times past, and of 
the errors which still make India to be 
(not excepting even Ireland) the worst 
governed portion of the British domi­
nions, and then pledge them to a life-long 
endeavour to redeem the honour of their 
country, to fulfil the hopes of tlieir 
fathers, by giving to that vast depen­
dency not our western civilization merely, 
but the glorious gospel of everlasting lifo. 
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Brethren, a thousand arguments are 
ready to onr hand if we bad time to 
dwell upon them. Tell me first, if you 
lrnow a holier, a more God-like work 
than thi9 P We give our admiration to 
the achievements of past ages, to the 
sculpture, the architecture, the literature 
of nafions long since buried ; bnt what 
work that man has ever gloried in can 
be compared with this, which is the 
greatest mark upon the age we live in. 
Believe it, it is true, there is for us, and 
for us at thia moment, a grander, braver, 
nobler utterance than that of the colossal 
chisel of Praxiteles, or the mighty trowel 
of the Egyptians, or the world-famous 
epics of Homer, of Dante, or of Milton; 
it ia to proclaim in the thrilling and 
never-to-be-forgotten tones of love, that 
there is a pi.ace in the bosom of the 
eternal Father for the millions of India: 
to speak the word of life, that like a 
mighty lever shall lift all India up-not 
merely in the scale of nations-not only 
to a higher intellectual and moral plat­
form, but higher still-up! up! to that 
beautiful, eternal and limitless expanse­
the ~ea of glass mingled with fire. Here 
is another argument: The earth is the 
Lord's, and the fnlness thereof. I read 
the other day in oar newspapers that a 
vessel sailing from Australia discovered 
one or two islands in the waste of waters; 
I noticed bow carefully they were claimed 
for oar gracious Queen, and how geo­
graphers were called upon to mark them 
in future maps as a part of the British 
dominions. The kingdoms of this world 
belong to our God and to His Christ; 
but Satan's boast bas ever been that all 
the good and the glory of this world 
belong to him. Churches of the living 
God awake ! awake ! and deny the 
claim; you are loyal to the King of 
Kings, burl back the lie I Plant high 
on every Indian bill the royal standard 
of the cross, and call upon the world to 
know that India is claimed for God. 
Again, sir, there is a shrewd suspicion 
abroad in the world that Christians are 
not afraid to trust God with anything, 
excepting only their money. Now I 
would that, standing on this platform, I 
could deny that suspicion for every man 
and woman who bears the grand old 
name of Christian, and here and now I 
ask every Christian present. to give it 
a practical denial for himself. There are 
hundreds of men in all our towns who 
woulll be brought nearnr to Christ and 

salvation, if they felt we were more 
anxious to extend the Redeemer's king­
dom than to accumulate a fortune. The 
world will believe a Christian to be sin­
cere when he pays for his convictions, 
and only then. Brethren, if you would 
win souls all round you, if you would 
convince men that you have been bap­
tized into the religion of love, if you 
would evangelize at once the cities of our 
land and the continents of the world, and 
gather the great populations for heaven 
and for God, you must break the ala­
baster box, and pour the precious oint­
ment of costly sacrifice for Christ and 
for souls. To Him shall be given of the 
gold of Sheba, prayer also shall be made 
for Hirn continually, and daily shall He 
be praised. My last argn'llent is this: 
It is possible for us to carry a part of 
our possessions to heaven, and to enjoy 
the good of our substance in the great 
eternity. Bat the only money we shall 
have for eternity is what we give to the 
Lord: as with our life, so with our 
money, he who will save his money shall 
lose it, and be who for Christ's sake is 
willing to lose bis wealth, shall find it 
for ever and ever. Thank God, He bas 
not commanded ns to sacrifice oar sons 
as He once commanded Abraham; He 
bas not required us to give till we feel 
the pincbings of poverty and hunger; 
His merciful law is give as I have pros­
pered you. Think, therefore, of the 
claims of India, and lay up for your­
selves treasures in heaven. I know that 
this is not the highest argument, but I 
can truly say that it is one out of a thou­
sand that might be urged if we bad due 
opportunity, and most certainly it is an 
argument which appeals to the conscience 
of every Christian here. Now perhaps 
some one is saying-" Yes, it is all true, 
I must think about it." I reply to you, 
my brother, don't you think about it, 
don't intend anything about it, but do 
it! The heathen are calling to you now, 
the Gospel of infinite love command~ 
you now, you feel the stirring of a kindly 
impulse, give it way then now. If you 
are to do a mean thing think about it, 
wait till to-morrow, but if you are to de 
a noble thing, do it now. Your heart i, 
glowing with a generous feeling, be lik, 
the blacksmith when he swiugs thE 
white-hot bar on to his anvil, and bring, 
the ponderous hammer ringing dowr 
upon it-Strike while the iron's hot . 
do it now! 
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The Rev. J. CttFFORD spoke next, and 
delighted the meeting by the nhle mnnner 
in which he combatted some of the modern 
objections to Cl,ristinn I\Iissions Through 
the kindness of Dr. Underwood, and in 
consi<leration of the limited spnce allotted 
to the "Missionnry Ohser\'er," Mr. Clif­
ford's spPech will be found in an earlier 
portion of the llfagazine. 

The Rev. G. HE~TER, of Sheffield, com­
mence,! with some plRyful allusions to the 
previous speakers. Re had not 111:r. Jack­
son's gift of poetry, nor had he, with l\Ir. 
Clifford, the ad,·antage of coming from the 
vicinity of "the British l\Inseum," where 
books are ground up into Rll kinds of in. 
tellectunl utility and benuty, bnt he came 
to Rddress fhem from the lrnrd matter-of. 
fact, literal grinding ShPffield. Mr. Hes­
ter tl en proceeded to say-The cause of 
christian missions is the cause of chris­
tianity. Missions &re the natural product 
of spiritual life and christian principle. 
Our \'ery existence as a eh urch at home 
implies, and invohes dnties towards the 
heathen. It is well for us to consider 
thoughtfully and prayerfully what those 
duties are-their nature and extent. The 
first glow of missionar.v excitement and 
impulsive enthusiasm bas passed away. 
We must now make our escape from mere 
sentimentality, and confront the stern 
facts of the case. The time of review bas 
come. The time to re-consider the field 
of labour, the qualifications and require­
ments of the labourers, and those in ward 
principles and motives which have, and 
which are, to actaate us in this great and 
noble work. Every history bas its epochs 
and its eras. The history of christiRn 
missions is no exception to this law ; and 
I trust a new epoch has now arrived which 
will nsher in greater triumphs of the gos­
pel among the benighted and superstitious 
idolators of India. It is, appears to me, 
to be of the utmost importance that we 
should consider well the field of labour. 
Providence seems to have marked out 
India as the special field of the Baptist 
denomination. It is identified with all 
th,1t i~ magnificent in natnre, marvel­
lous in art, mysterious in philosophy, and 
astonishing in religion. This extensive 
land, with its teeming millions of inhabi­
tants, with its gorgeons temples, its ancient 
and splendid literature; with its hoary 
and broken monarchies, and its infinity of 
gods, is adapted to seize on the imagina­
tion as well as to take bold on all •,he sym­
pathies of the heart. Speaking roughly, 
l ndia contains 150,000,000 of inhabitants. 
Fonr millions of these belong to the abo-
1·iginal tribes. Thirty millions are under 
tl.H, iufluence of the llfoharumedan foit!t. 

Fom millions are Buddhists. One million 
one huudre,l thousRnd are regarded ns 
christians, and the rnmaining one hun,h·ed 
and forty millions nre Hindoos. Tnldng 
the whole into our estimntion we have a 
fiehl of lRbonr presenting nmple scope for 
our mightiPst unitPd energies, and tor onr 
most enr11est nnd abundant lnbours. The 
hnndred nnd forty millions of Hindoos are 
bonnd together by the ties of an nncient 
and gigt1ntic superstition, While sepamted 
by caste, they are held together by the 
principles or observances of their religion. 
Socially they nre divided into fonr sections, 
but :-eligionsly they are united in one body. 
Brahminism, the religion of the HindoC's, 
is one of the most colossal superstitions 
in the world. What is the secret of its 
strength? Whnt are those elements of 
power which bold together one hundred 
and forty millions of individuals? Brah­
minism, in some of its aspects, is a sub­
lime caricature of the truths of revelation. 
It holds the doctrine of the Divine Unitr, 
and presents to us a form of the Divine 
Trinity. It worship, the Creator, the 
Preserver, and the Destroyer of the world. 
lt believes in the possibility of the sonl of 
the "twice. born" man being finally ah­
sorhed into the essence of the Deity. It 
maintains, al Ro, that the soul of the animal 
man passes into some form of animal life, 
where it receives the penalty of its degra­
dation and sensnality. These are some of 
the elements of the Brahminical supersti­
tion ; and althongh they present to us 
great and gross errors, at the same tim0 
it must be admitted, they exhibit the faint 
glimmerings of great and sublime trnths. 
There is something to shock the enlight­
ened understanding, bnt at the samt1 time 
something to encourage and stimnlnte the 
honest and hopeful labourer. If Hin­
dooism is to fall it mnet be attacked in its 
very centre and stronghold, This mighty 
tree, filling the nations with its branches, 
its leaves, its dark shadows and its bitter 

·fruit, bas been growing for almost untold 
ages. Its roots are strong, nnd l:Jave a firm 
tight grasp of the soil. You may shake 
down some of the fruit, tear down some of 
the leaves, pluck some of the twigs, uncl 
break some of the branches, but whnt is 
needed is, to loosen its roots, to shnke the 
tree itself, so that it shall fall with a migh•y 
crash which shall resound thronghont the 
empire. For this to be nccomplished the 
omnipotence of God is needed; and blended 
with it all the skill, culture, energy Rnd 
piety of heroic men. Is not the time 
coming when we sh1dl have not only foith, 
courage, heroism, but the highest possilile 
culture brought into the missioC1t1ry fielJ? 
No offering will be counted too costly for 
this altar. l'rovi<lence is prnpnring the 
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wny for Christion students to obtain a 
more thorough kuowledge of the nucient 
writings of the Hiarloos. Sanserit is the 
sacred nod clnssicnl language of India. 
The Vedas ore written in this lnnguage. 
Sanscrit is being cultivated in this country. 
Most interesting discoveries in the affinity 
of this ancient Jnngunge with the modem 
tongues of Europe are being made known. 
Scholars tell us thnt mother, father, sister, 
brother, daughter, widow-household words 
-are all essentially Sanscrit. Here are 
discoveries which bring ns into vital rela­
tionship with those whom we are nttempt­
iag to enlighten and bless. Would not a 
thorough knowledge of the Saascrit, and 
especially of the Vedas-the most ancient 
sacred books,-give a missionary great 
power over the Brahmins? Could he not 
show them that the most cormpt, and the 
most sensual part of Hiadooism has no 
ground to rest upon in the ancient books, 
from which Brahminism professes to have 
sprung? When Paul reasoned with Jews, 
he took his stand on theiF 01>n ancient 
documents, and appealed from them. When 
discussing with Greeks, he fell be.ck upon 
their own literature and q,uoted their own 
poets against them; must not the modern 
missionary in India do the same? Will, 
not the time come when we shall have a 
Mission Faculty in one or in all of our 
Colleges?' The training to be effective 
must be special and thorough, embracing 
an accurate knowledge of the ancient lan­
guage of India, of the Vedas especially, and 
a thorough acquaintance with the man­
ners, customs, superstitions, aud philo­
sophy of this wonderful people·. In order 
to accomplish something of this kind there 
must be a greater interest taken in the 
subject of missions hy our churches at 
home. We ministers must bestir our­
selves. We must give ourselves more to 
this work. It belongs to us. We must 
make it a part of our general studies. 
Missions grow out of that Gospel which 
we preach. Missionary studies will do 
our hearts good, will widen our sympa­
thies, and give freshness to our preacbing; 
we have a broad theology, about which we 
are inclined sometimes to boast a little, 
but is it not true that we often lack range 
and amplitude of thought in our sermons? 
We talk of "all the world," and then shut 
ourselves up in our own denomination. 
Let ns take India into our studies, and we 
shall come forth wiser and broader men. 
Our dry sermons will glow with a new 
beauty as we study them under the gor­
geous splendours of an Eastern sun. 
Edmund Burke and John Bright will 
rank among the greatest orators which 
ever adorned the British House of Com-

e 

mons with their eloquence, and it will he 
seen that both of these eminent states­
men owed very mnch of the 1,ictorial splen­
dour of their oratory to the influence of 
their Inrlian studies. Cao we not occa­
sionally graft the great missionary cause 
on our sermons? The Bible is pre-emi­
nently a missionary book. Some of the 
Prophecies stretch across the nations of 
the earth. The Acts of the Apostles is an 
inspired record of missionary enterprise, 
which can be made the basis of a series of 
sermons, which should run out from the 
missionary life of the Apostles to the 
wider and more varied work of modern 
times. Our people want solid and sub­
stantial information on this subject. Little 
details don't and won't satisfy them. We 
must use all our resources to cause the 
panorama of India to pass before their 
minds. Will you allow me to suggest a 
course of' missionary lectures? Might not 
the following be m,ide interesting and 
instructive? 1. India, as a field of mis­
sions. 2. Brahminism; or, the religion of 
the Hindoos. 3. Mahometanism; or, the 
religion of the Arabs. 4. China, as a field 
of missions. 5-. Confucianism; or, the state 
religion of China. 6. Buddhism; or, tha 
populaP religion of China and Cey loo. 
Or should a biographical course be pre­
ferred, might not the following course be 
useful?'-" Englishmen in In.dia."-1. Dr. 
Carey, and his work in Bengal. 2. Dr. 
Sutton, and his work in Orissa. 3. Henry 
Martyn, missionary and s-0holar. 4. Regi­
nald Heber, missionary and poet. f>. Sir 
Henry Lawrence, and asylums for Orphans. 
6-. Sir Henry Havelock, and the Indian 
mutiny. Something of this kind, if done 
well, would rekindle missionary enthu­
siasm in the minds- of our people, and give 
a fresh impetus to the missionary cause. 
Do, we need motive power to engage in 
this g~eat work? Is our inward spiritual 
life so weak that we tremble for the futurn 
history of missions ? Let us fall buck on 
the great principles of the gospel. Let us 
review our creed, the centre of which is 
the cross, and the circumference of which 
is the world. We must do more than this, 
If our own souls are to be kept braced up 
for the work, we must keep before our 
minds the image of the Son of God. We 
want morn thau a creed to sustain us-we 
need the Christ. It is the Christ of God, 
as set before us in the Gospels, that must 
be the great supporting power of our life. 
Christ in His great condescension. Christ 
in His living humanity. CIHist in His 
heart-yearning sympathy. Christ travel­
ling. Christ preaching. Christ pmyiag. 
Christ weeping. Christ in His agony of 
suffering. Christ in the bitterness of His 



34 Missionai·y Observe,•. 

cross. Christ nsmg from the gmve, 
Rscending into heaven, and interceding at 
the throne. It is the image of Jesus 
tmvailing in Rgony for the re(\emption of a 
fallen "·orld that we must endeavour to 
keep before our minds. But if the splen­
dour of the exRmple of the Son of God is 
too dazzling for your orb of vision, an(l 
you seek an example coming nearer your 
own condition and position, yon can take 
the apostle Paul. Paul's life may he 
studied as the great pattern of missionary 
life. See him with his whole soul filled 
with love to his Master. What journeys 
he undertakes. What suff'erings he en­
dures. What temptations he overcomes. 
What triumphs he achieves. See him at 
Jerusalem, before the surging multitude. 
See him at Antioch confronting the 
vacillating Peter, and strengthening the 
wavering disciples. See him at Athens 
boldly reproving the idolators, and bearing 
witness to the gospel before the Epicu­
reans and Stoicks. See him at Ephesus 
fighting with the beasts, .and preaching 
Christ in the shadow of great Diana's 
temple. See him at Rome, with the chain 
on bis hand, preaching in his own hired 
house the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
In the example of Paul you have living 
missionary christianity. Brethren, let us 
gird ourselves anew for this great and 
glorious work. Let us cast our eyes 
afresh over the great field ef labour. Let 
ns unite together to give all possible 
efficiency and encouragement to the la­
bourers sent forth. Let bs try and rouse 
our people, that they ma}" take a greater 
interest in the cause. Let us take the 
Lord Jesus Christ into our minds as the 
image of all that is condescending, self. 
sacrificing, and God-like. Let us set Paul 
before us as the active christian, the ear­
nest minister, and the accomplished and 
indefatigable missionary; and thus in­
spired with our subject, animated with 
the lofty principles of the gospel, and 
illumined with the glory of the Son of 
God, we shall go forward to greater 
achievements in the destruction of error, 
and to more glorious triumphs in the 
diffusion of that truth which is destined 
ultimately to set the world free. 

The Rev. W. E. WINKS, of Wisbecb, was 
the last speaker. His speech was de­
livered under considerable disadvantage 
owing to the lateness of the hour, and the 
thrilling character of the previous ad­
dresses. He was, however, listened to 
with much interest and pleasure by those 
who were ab!e to remain, and it will be 
seen that his words also were very season­
alile and impressive. Mr. Winks re-

mn1·lrnd :-When I received from the Sec­
retary of our Mission Committee the 
Circnlnr nnnouncing this meeting, nnd the 
pressing invitation which accompanied it, 
I exclaimed, ns no doubt many others did, 
"What is the mntter with our Mission?" 
"Is it in such distress and danger that the 
energies of the whole denomination must 
be applied to its relief?" These q nestions 
are now answel'ed by the papers and dis­
cussions of our morning and afternoon 
sittings. Our curiosity and anxiety are 
satisfied, and in some measure dispelled, 
We know the worst. We breathe more 
freely now, though the atmosphere we 
breathe is not perhaps altogether to our 
taste.-After some further introductory re­
marks, Mr. Winks proceeded :-In speak­
ing thus, the claims of only one depart­
ment of cbristian labour are considered. 
May we not take a broader and a qeeper 
view of this subject? Would it not be 
well for us to consicjer the Mission, and 
not only the Mission, but all christian and 
benevolent institutions in their relation to 
the christian duty of beneficence. The 
key-note of the remarks which I have de­
sired to make on this subject has been 
already given us in the paper read by Mr. 
Crassweller this morning. In advocating 
the claims of our various institutions on 
the beneficence of christian people, we 
have, it seems to me, adopted a mistaken 
course. We have said, give to the li(ission, 
give to the College, the Bible Society, &c.; 
but christians generally have not learnt 
the previous lesson, that giving to God's 
cause is their duty, yea a part, an essential 
part, of true religion, not something added 
to religion if men will, but a grace or vir­
tue without which their religion cannot be 
complete and real, any more truly than it 
could be so if devoid of humility, patience, 
gratitude, or prayer. First of all it should 
be taught that generous, hearty munificence, 
self-sacrificing beneficence, is the duty of 
every christian; and having learnt thus 
to give as christians, then comes the ques­
tion, to what shall we give? But giving to 
God, or alms-giving, as a cbristinn duty, 
has been well nigh overlooked amongst us, 
while we have wondered and inquired 
"why do not people give to the Mission, 
the College funds, the Home Mission ? 
Why do they not give more generously to 
the support of the ministry, and the 
general maintenance of religion in the 
world?" Why? Because many of them 
have not learnt to give at all, and never 
would give unless they were asked. But 
nothing can more fully display the error of 
the course we have adopted than the fact 
that professed christians need so much 
asking. Ought not all christinns, like the 
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Mnoedoninns, to be "willing of tbem­
selves 1" They would be, nt least in n 
much larger degree, if tbe principles nnd 
tenching of the apostle to the Macedonians 
were adopted and enforced by us who 
prench and teach the things concerning 
the kingdom of God. How seldom do we 
speak on the subject; how much more sel­
dom do we preach upon it. When is this 
duty enforced at a missionary meeting? 
We might say, never. And whnt is the 
consequence of this neglect? The members 
of our churches, as a rule, are shamefully 
and painfully ignorant upon it. There is, 
perhaps, no subject on which they are so 
ignorant of Bible teaching as this. They 
have A1·minian texts, and baptism texts off 
by heart in dozens, perhaps; but how 
many that refer to giving, and giving 
liberally I How many 1 Oh, how few 1 
The low- state of many a church may b.e 
attributed to ignorance and error in re­
gard to this duty. For no vice eats at the 
root of piety so powerfully as selfishness. 
The gospel is a scheme of beneficence, 
and we can receive it fully only when it 
makes us beneficent. To be the true 
children of" Our Father who is in heaven,'' 
we must learu to give as He has given to 
us, and to all men. We have ~aid our 
churches are very ignorant as to the duty 
of giving. Whose is the fault? That 
question has already been answered. Suf­
ficient teaching has not been given on this 
topic by those whose office it is to expound 
the Scriptures. Why has this been the 
case 1 Must it not be admitted that in 
our study of God's Word we have over­
looked this subject to a great extent 1 On 
the other hand, it must be acknowledged 
that it is not an easy or pleasant thing to 
treat it when one feels able and disposed 
to do so. Great aversion is manifested 
in some qu11rters against its discussion 
in the pulpit on the Sabbath-day. It 
seems, if we may judge by the looks and 
manner of some people when this subject 
is mooted, as though it were almost pro­
fane. As a rule, the -preacher on the 
christian duty of siving to God uniformly 
and regularly a certain proportion of in­
come, will have to ask of some of his 
hearers the question of the apostle Paul, 
who died a martyr for the truth-" Have 
I become your enemy, because I tell you 
the truth 1" And vet how much did 
Christ say on this ve;y thPme 1 And how 
mu?h does the whole Bible say in regard 
to It? It has been reckoned that one­
thirteenth of the Word of God contains 
some reference to this part of religion. 
Here, then, is warrant for our preaching 
one sermon out of thirteen upon it. How 
Would professed christians endure such an 

infliction 1 Look at the Saviour's teaching 
on this subject, for to that we mnst make 
our ultimate appeal. Jn the first publio 
discourse He delivered of which we have 
any record, a very prominent place is given 
to beneficence or almsgiving. His method 
of treating this theme deserves the deepest 
attention. About the middle of the dis­
course the topic is introduced by the 
injunction, "Take heed that ye perform 
or practice not your righteousness before 
men to be seen of them." Our Saviour in 
this verse uses a Greek word which is a 
general term signifying" righteousness,'' or 
religion-the same word which He had 
employed in soliciting baptism at the 
hands of John the Baptist, " thus it 
becometh •US to fulfil all righteousness'• 
(see Matt. iii. 16). Jn the next few verses 
He proceeds to give two illustrations of 
performing righteousness before men to 
be seen of them. The first is almsgiving, 
or beneficence, the second prayer. Now 
what is the just inference from the fact 
that thes_e two duties are spoken of in this 
relation? Evidently this-that beneficence 
or almsgiving is as much a part of righteous­
ness as prayer. And it is worthy of re­
mark, that the apostle Paul views it in 
this light, as a "grace" of the christian 
character-" Therefore as ye abound in 
everything, in faith, and utterance, and 
knowledge, and in all diligence, see 
that ye ·abound in this grace also." The 
Saviour in this discourse does not oc­
cupy one moment, or en;ploy one word, 
in endeavouring to convince His hearers 
that it is their duty to give to the treasury 
of the synagogue or elsewhere; He takes 
it for granted, rather, that this is under­
stood and acknowledged by all, and simply 
says, " When thou doest alms," &c. Giving 
to God's cause is not, therefore, a matter 
to be left to the choice and caprice of pro­
fessed christians. It is binding upon us 
as a part of righteousness. The Bible 
should be our guide in regard to it, and 
not our own jndgment or inclination. It 
is intended to be our guide on this duty as 
on every other. Let us follow it, as we 
boast ourselves we do, in regard to the 
positive ordinances of our religicn. ln the 
Old Testament we find that the Jews 
under the law were required to give 
a tenth of their property for the support 
of the priesthood - a second tenth for 
purposes of public charity, and a third 
tenth every third year. And thus nearly a 
third of their possessions was demanded 
for religions and benevolent purposes. 
"Yes," yon exclnim; "bnt we are not 
under the luw, but under gmce. We are 
not now to be ruled by a law, but to be 
governed by a principle-the principle of 
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love to God, and g1·atitude for His mercies. 
We nre not now to be tied down to the 
• l1Rrrl nnd fast line' of a legal enactment; 
ours is the 'glorious law of liberty.'" 
W0nld to Gorl we were governed by n 
principle. Bnt it is to be fe,\rerl we are 
not fit to be trusted with a principle. And 
the only irlea many people seem to ha\'e of 
the law of liberty is that it allows them to 
gi"e a "fourpenny.bit" where perhaps 
they could gi\'e a guinea. No, indeed, we 
are not, and cannot be, at liberty under 
any di\'ine dispensation to be stingy and 
selfish. If the principle and liberty of the 
gospel era are ghen us for anything, they 
are snrely given that we mny, in the exer­
cise of them, give more and not less than 
those who were governed by a law. And 
what is the principle of the New Testa­
ment? It is gi,•en in the discourse of our 
Lord to which we have already alluded. 
" Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added unto you." Has this prin­
ciple ruled us in onr giving to God? 
Have we not ratber adopted the contrary 
course, seeking first to satisfy onr own 
wants and desires, and then, if anything 
be left, it has been given to good purposes. 
This is not seeking first the kingdom of 
God, hnt rather seeking self first, and then 
the kingdom. Gifts to God should con­
sist of" first-fruits," and not of fragments· 
Oh! let us learn before we touch our 
possessions for our own use to devote a 
certain portion to Him, and to say, "What­
ever becomes of me and my wants and 
claims, I will see to it that God shall have 
Bis portion. I will not rob my God, my 

Benefactor, my Saviour.'' _The rule by 
which we must be guided in menauring 
thnt portion is expressed in the words, 
" as God bath prospernd him;" and nlso 
in the words, "according to that a man 
bath.'' Let this portion be appropriated 
as first-fruits on certnin stated seasons, 
and solemnly dedicated to sacred uses, 
as the Lord's money, kept apart, to accu­
mulate if there be need. By the adoption 
of this method, gh·ing would become 
easier, more religious, more extensive. 
And the true christian will surely be 
thanlj:ful to learn how he may give more 
t,, Christ's cause. How easy would the 
work of begging become if every member 
of our churches kept a Lord's purse I 
What a revolution would such a system 
bring upon the church and the world if 
universally adopted! Very soon compara­
tively every part of the heathen world 
would be visited by the gospel messenger. 
And what shall be said to encourage the 
professed followers of Christ to devise 
such means for glorifying their Lord? 
Are not the method and principle we advo­
cate Scriptural ? Search the Scriptures, 
and see whether these things be so. We 
need not to speak of motives. "For ye 
know the graee of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes Be became poor, that ye through 
His poverty might be rich."' If we are to 
be saved by Jesus Christ, and to become 
His disciples, we must learn not .only to 
trust in His atonement, but to imitate His 
example. Let us therefore "deny our­
selves, and take up our cross and follow 
Him." 

Jlfoni:gn Jdfers :!ltteiirth. 
CuTTACK.-T. Bailey, Oct. 29; J. Buckley, Nov.12; W. Miller, Oct. 22. 

~.onfribufi:ons 
RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT OF THE GENERAL BAPTIST MtSSIONARY SOCIETY, 

FROM NOVEMBER 20th, TO DECEMBER 20th, 1868. 

ASHBY AND PACKING-TON. 
£ s. d. 

Collections, CardB, and 

KrnTON LINDSEY. I LONG WHATTON. 
£s.d. 1 £s.d. 

Collections and Subs .... 3 17 0 Public Collection... 1 8 0 
Boxes . . . .. . . . . . . . 23 14 6 

CASTLE DONINGTON. 
:Mr. Thirlby, 1868... 0 10 0 

LEICESTER, Friar Lane. MAGDALEN. O 15 O 
From Sunday School... 

Mrs. Case, for orphan ··· 2 10 0 QuEENSBURY. 
Victoria Clvurch. Collections and Subs.... 5 4 6 

KEG-WORTH. 
Mrs. Sisson ... ... .. . 2 0 0 

Grant from Weekly SrrEEPBHEAD. 
Olforings . . . . .. . .. 5 5 0 Public Collection... ... 1 1 8 

Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the General Baptist Missionary Society will bo thnnkl'ully 
received by T. HILL, Esq., Baker Street, Nottingham, Treasurer; and ~y the Rev. J.C. PI_KE 
and the Rev. H. WILKINHON, Secretaries, LeicesLer, from whom also M1ss10nnry Boxes, Collecting 
Books, and Cards may be obtained. 



THE 

GENERAL BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 

FEBRUARY, 1869. 

FEARFUL HEARTS FORTIFIED. 

THE prophets of the old economy, 
and the apostles of the new dispen­
sation-men who spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost-were 
often employed in the laudable work 
of putting new life into the languid 
soul's of God's people. This inciting 
service was sometimes described by 
the metaphor of " strengthening the 
weak hands," of "lifting up the 
hands that hang down, and confirm­
ing the feeble knees;" and some­
times it was expressed without any 
figure of speech, as the saying " to 
them that were of a fearful heart, 
Be strong, fear not." When the 
days of David drew near that he 
should die, he charged Solomon his 
son, and said : " I go the way of all 
the earth; be thou strong, therefore, 
and show thyself a man." Referring 
to the gTeat act which he was called 
to perform for the glory of the divine 
name, David repeated his parental 
charge ; " Take heed now : for the 
Lord hath chosen thee to build His 
sanctuary: be strong, and do it." 
In after times, when the second tem­
ple needed to be built, the word of 
God came to Haggai, the prophet, 
charging him to speak to the Gover­
nor, and the High Priest, and the 
whole nation, saying, "Be strong, 
0 Zerubbabel ; and be strong, 0 
Joshua; and be strong, all ye people 
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of the land; for I am with you, saith 
the Lord of hosts." So Paul ad­
dressed the Christians of his day, 
writing those monosyllabic mandates, 
" Watch ye ; stand fast in the faith ; 
quit you like men; be strong." And 
as the work of the Christian minis­
try was found to be especially diffi­
cult and dispiriting, he said to 
Timothy, " Thou therefore, my son, 
be strong (Grece, swengthen thyself) 
in the grace that is in Christ J esils." 

These inspired addresses were 
written for our information and use. 
They have need to be proclaimed 
from our pulpits, and repeated in 
our religious periodicals. The heart 
of Christian people is much dis­
couraged because of the way they 
have to go-the things they have to 
do, and the succession of ills which 
they have to encounter and endure. 
To such we offer this brief homily, 
based on some of the cheerful words 
already cited, believing them to be 
adapted, as well as intended, to for­
tify fearful hearts. 

WHAT ARE THE THINGS WHICH 
EXCITE OUR FEARS? Here only a 
general answer can be given, because 
nearly all things operate variously 
on different persons. There is a 
wide diversity in our natmal tem­
peraments and constitutiorn1\ tenden­
cies. Some are brave and heroic, 
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stout-hearted and strong-minded; 
and luwe acquired such confidence 
and courage that, like the wild war­
horse, they "mock at fear, and are 
not affrightcd." Others are so timid 
that the least difficulty disheartens 
them. They are " made afraid as a 
gnsshopper>' They "tremble as a 
bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out 
of the land of AssyTia." They start 
at theiT own shadows, and are made 
nervous by harmless echoes. " Their 
fear of ill exceeds the ill they fear." 

But allowing for these charac­
teristic differences there are certain 
things which, more or less, intimi­
date all. Work is one of these for­
midable things. Not all kinds of 
work, nor any kind of it at all times. 
Ordinarily perhaps labour is a plea­
sure. Our beneficient Creator has 
placed much of our happiness in 
appropriate action : whilst the re­
wards which are gained by our toil 
render it not merely tolerable but 
agreeable. Yet considered as a 
necessity-as one of the very con­
ditions of comfort, if not even of 
subsistence-there is something of 
the primeval curse in it. But the 
things which make work formidable 
are not mainly its difficulties ; they 
are rather the contingencies and un­
certainties-the risks and hazards 
which are inseparable from it. The 
business in which a man embarks 
his capital, or to which he devotes 
his time and skill may not succeed. 
Or after some incipient success it 
may suffer a reverse, and continue 
to decline until it becomes inade­
quate to his support. 

But saints have spiritual work to 
do. They labour not only for the 
meat that perishes, but for that 
meat which endures unto eternal 
life. We must individually work 
out our own salvation; and we are 
divinely advised to do it " with fear 
and trembling." Nor is this the 
whole of our spiritual toil. We are 
called to consider one another, in 
order to provoke to mutual love and 

to a concert of good works. Chris­
tian parents have to train up their 
children in the ways of God. All 
who are on the Lord's side are to 
rise up for Him against the evil­
doers, and to stand up against the 
workers of iniquity. Neither the 
enlargement of the church, nor the 
enlightemnent of the world, is ac­
complished without the active ser­
vice of those who are already saved. 
Hence it is needful that we should 
follow the example of the early dis­
ciples, who "laboured much in (for) 
the Lord." This Christian work is 
eminently honourable, but at the 
same time it is most arduous. As 
Ezra said of the reformation of Israel, 
"it is not the work of a day or two;" 
it is coeval with life itself. .And 
those who are best qualified for this 
work have felt insufficient for it, 
sometimes doing it " in weakness and 
in fear, and in much trembling." 

A second cause of fear is conflict. 
We are warriors as well as workers. 
We have to fight as well as to labour. 
While we are not devoid of friends 
who favour our righteous cause, 
"there are many adversaries" who 
hate and oppose it. Some are ene­
mies to our souls who have no an­
tipathy to our persons, and we h~ve 
to guard against the sirens who en­
tice, as much as against the lions 
who menace us. Brave soldiers of 
the cross have often quailed before 
that triple alliance-the world, the 
flesh, and the devil : and some who 
were the most forward to confront it 
have succumbed and surrendered to 
it. The knowledge of their up­
yielding, if it has any influence upon 
us, must dishearten rather than em­
bolden. Indeed the divine lesson 
which is grounded on the record of 
others' falling is-" Be not high­
minded, but fear I" 

A third source of faint-heartedness 
is actual suffering. The present life 
is fruitful in evils. Some have by 
inheritance weak and sickly bodies, 
and scarcely know what sound and 
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perfect. he~lth -~~y be. S~me have 
domestIC rnfehcities. Thcrr houses 
are haunted by misfortunes, and 
their homes arc ruined by the setting 
up of certain " abominations that 
make desolate." Happy families are 
comparatively few. Or if virtue and 
affection, peace and comfort, pervade 
the inner spaces of the home circle, 
there is something contrary to all 
this which closely engirdles it. The 
righteous are tried by the collisions 
and rivalries, the injustice and 
general misconduct of their fellow­
men. All who have much to do 
with mankind have also much to 
endure from them; and it is only by 
a special exemption that we can pass 
through the world without annoy­
ance and injury from many, who 
answer to the " dogs," the "bulls," 
and the " lions," which sought to 
make David their sport and prey. 
Confident as he was of Divine pro­
tection, yet when surrounded by 
"such as breathed out cruelty," he 
confessed his fears, and admitted 
that he " had fainted, unless he had 
believed to see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living." 

After all the evils of this life have 
been endured, the " one event" will oc­
cur which, by no false personification, 
is called " the Icing of terrors." The 
physical act of dying is to some an 
easy, gentle, silent process-a pass­
ing away-a falling asleep. But no 
one can assure himself beforehand 
0£ this calm and quiet departure. 
When we shall die-where we shall 
die-and how we shall die, are all 
uncertainties; and death of any kind, 
in any place, and at any period, has 
something belonging to it which is 
able to make most hearts fearful. 
The fear of death is a very common 
thing : and if it were said to any 
one of us, as it was to Hananiah, on 
infallible authority," This year thou 
shalt die," the announcement would 
inspire a perturbation which no 
strength of nature could conceal, 
and which grace alone could allay. 

To the praise of the glory of God's 
grace be it spoken, there are counter­
actives of human fears, and it is a 
pleasant duty, delegated to all minis­
ters of the word, to point them out 
and to apply them. " Say to them 
that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not." 

Weary ancl discouraged workers 
must be told not to fear. Secular 
labour is a necessity, but there is 
nothing degrading or dishonourable 
in it ; and it should be clone dili­
gently, vigorously, and cheerfully. 
Business ceases to be base when we 
are " not slothful" in it; and the 
work which the hand finds to do is 
no longer servile when it is done 
with " all thy might." Equally 
essential is this industry and hope­
fulness in doing our spiritual work. 
The proper qualification for serving 
the Lord is fervency of soul-glad­
ness of heart-a mind trusting in 
God to help and prosper us. Nearly 
all the illustrious men mentioned in 
the Scriptures who glorified God by 
their works, were forbidden to be 
afraid or despondent, such as Abra­
ham, Joshua, Jeremiah, and Paul.* 
So also he who brought good tidings 
to Zion and Jerusalem was com­
manded to lift up his voice with 
strength, to lift it up, and not be 
afraid. 

The spiritual warfare must be fear­
lessly conducted. Every soldier in 
Christ's army must " be strong for 
the battle." If we contend against 
sin and Satan, it may.be truly said, 
" The battle is the Lord's, and he 
will give them into our hands." This 
battle, unlike the conflicts fought 
with carnal weapons, is " ever to the 
strong." 

All sufferers have something to con­
sole them, if when they suffer accord­
ing to the will of God, they commit 
the keeping of their souls to Him in 
well doing. Their trials are not 
strange : all are partakers of them. 

• Gen. xvii. 1. Jos. i. 9. Jer. i. 8. Acts xviii. 9. 
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They are not accidental, coming not 
from the dust, nor springing out of 
the g_TOnnd : God appoints or per­
mits them. They are not penal in 
all instances, but disciplinary : for 
onr profit, and not our destruction. 
In the suffering which is caused by 
om fellow creatures we may find a 
dinne solace. "Suffering wrong­
fully" is still quite usual ; and it is 
certainly better, if the will of God 
be so, that we should suffer for well 
doing than for evil doing. Happy 
indeed are ye, if ye suffer for righ­
teousness sake. " Be not afraid of 
their terror : neither be troubled." 

In the prospect of death we may be 
fem·lcss. To die is gain. To depart 
and be with Christ is far better. 
'l'hose who die in the Lord are 
blessed beyond all others. The 
righteous hath hope in his death~ 
and sometimes he has exultation and 
triumph. Ungodly men have not 
only a dread of dying, but of some­
thing after death. But the saint's 
hereafter is nothing but happiness, 
and consequently is the object of 
nothing but hope. This hope 

" Of all passions most befriends us h~re. 
J" oy has her tears, and transport has her grief. 
Hope like a cordial innocent, though strong, 
Man's heart at once inspirits and serenes." 

THE REV. JOSEPH COTTON 

WAS born at Derby, Feb. 24, 1810. 
His parents were pious, and were 
connected with the Established 
Church; but, at the request of a 
relative, who was a Baptist, he was 
permitted to attend with her at 
Brook Street chapel, where he was 
favoured with the earnest and power­
ful ministry of the late Rev. J. G. 
Pike. He was admitted into the 
Lord's-day school there, and the in­
structions be received led him to feel 
the importance of religion ; but, like 
many others, he resolved fo defer for 
a time a serious and practical regard 
to the claims of the Lord Jesus. 
His impressions were deepened by 
the death of bis mother, and more 
especially by a funeral sermon 
preached by Mr. Pike for the wife of 
the late Dr. ~utton, of Orissa; but 
Mr. C. himself states, "A thought 
was suggested to me about this time, 
that such had been my conduct, so 
moral, and free from all that was 
offensive in the view of the world, 
that even if I were to embrace reli­
gion, no change would be observable 
in my deportment ; and I therefore 
resolved that I would throw off all 
restraint, and indulge in all iniquity. 
To a certain extent I acted out this 
resolution, but not fully. I could 

not. I bad been brought up in a 
Sabbath school. I knew that it was 
wrong, and I was aware of the con­
sequences. I shortly afterward was 
again the subject of serious impres­
sions, and, I trust, of that. repent­
ance to salvation not to be repented 
of. I hated sin, and loved holiness. 
I thought on my ways, and turned 
my feet unto the testimonies of my 
God." Having given satisfactory 
evidence of bis conversion, Mr. C. 
was baptized, with about twenty 
others, in Brook Street chapel, on 
June 8, 1828, by Mr. Pike, who 
also received him on that day into 
the fellowship of the church. He 
engaged in Sabbath school teaching 
and in other forms of Christian 
labour, being earnestly desirous of 
doing good. At his suggestion, 
three other young men and himself, 
all teachers in the school, met peri­
odically for mutual edification. I 
find the following notice of these 
meetings in Mr. Cotton's hand­
writing:-" We agreed to meet 
together one evening in every week 
for prayer and religious conversa­
tion. After a time it was thought 
that we might with advantage, each 
of us in turn, give some observa­
tions on different po~tions of the 
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word of God. We did so, and also 
availed ourselves of the counsel and 
advice of our esteemed pastor. Our 
meetings having become known, we 
were desired occasionally to go into 
the neighbouring villages and hold 
prayer meetings. At length, at the 
request of the church, we went out 
as occasional preachers." By the 
advice of friends, Mr. C. applied for 
admission into the college at Lough­
borough. His application was suc­
cessful, and for three years he en­
joyed " the kind and ceaseless atten­
tion of the Rev. Thomas Stevenson 
and family," toward whom he 
cherished the liveliest gratitude. 
His pastor, Mr. Pike, felt a deep 
interest in his welfare, and wrote 
him a long and excellent letter, from 
which I make the following extracts, 
as they are of permanent value to 
ministers of the gospel :-

" Let the prevalence and growth 
of personal piety in your heart and 
life be your first and daily concern. 
Nothing will qualify you to dis­
charge aright the duties of the 
Christian ministry but deep piety. 
A minister whose piety is very low 
is sure to be a curse instead of a 
blessing to any people with whom he 
may be fixed, and will have an 
appalling account hereafter. I ad­
vise you to acquire all the useful 
learning you can, but cultivate, as 
the first thing, personal religion. 
. . . . Let no studies lead you to 
neglect your Bible. To become well 
acquainted with that holy book, and 
to be qualified to unfold its sacred 
truths, should be your constant en­
deavour and ruling desire. Study 
that book often on your knees, and 
pray that you may understand it. 
• . . . Be industrious. Rise early. 
Pay attention to order. . . Labour 
to do good. Watch against vanity 
and selfishness." 

Mr. Cotton profited by this whole­
some counsel. At the termination 
of his college course, Mr. C. went to 
supply the church at Isleham, and 

was ordained as pastor on Sept. 14, 
1836. He laboured there with much 
zeal, acceptance, and usefulness for 
seven years, and is remembered still 
by many of the members of that 
church with affection and thankful­
ness. He resigned on account of 
ill health. After a few months' 
residence in Boston, Mr. C. was 
invited by the church at Barton to 
become co-pastor with the late Rev: 
J. Derry, with whom he laboured 
with the utmost cordiality, as a son 
with a father, until the death of that 
estimable minister. Mr. Derry was 
succeeded by the Rev. E. Bott. 
After thirteen years' earnest toil Mr. 
Cotton resigned his charge at Barton, 
and received many pleasing expres­
sions of the gratitude and esteem 
cherished toward him by a large 
circle of attached friends. Shortly 
afterward, Mr. C. removed to Hol­
beach, and took the pastorate of the 
church there, which is nominally a 
branch of the church at Fleet, where 
the Rev. F. Chamberlain has laboured 
for many years. Through Mr. Cot­
ton's persevering effort, a debt was 
paid off, a gallery erected, and the 
chapel otherwise improved ; but the 
congregations unhappily continued 
small. His gentleness of spirit, his 
various and persistent endeavours to 
promote the welfare of the young, 
and his extensive visitation of the 
sick and the dying, gained for him 
the esteem of many outside his own 
immediate circle. Again his health 
failed, and it was th<;mght best for 
him to relinquish active duties. 
After some months' rest and relaxa­
tion, Mr. C. strongly desired to re­
sume his loved employment, although 
many feared he would be unequal to 
its performance. He accepted an 
invitation to become pastor at Wood­
house Eaves; but even the bracing 
air of that lovely neigbbomhood 
failed to recruit his energies. With 
some difficulty he remained at his 
work for about eighteen months, but 
was then so enfeebled that he retin:d 
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from all public labour at the close of 
l\larch, l~G~. He indulged the 
hope that rest might again, in some 
measure, restore his health, as he 
had formed many plans for future 
usefulness, and intensely desired to 
do more in the service of that Saviour 
-whom he lo,ed so much. Ent his 
-work -was done. He gradually be-
came -weaker, until at length he was 
confuied to his bed, where he lingered 
for about seventeen weeks. When 
first convinced that he should not 
reco,er, he -was "startled," and felt 
the solemnity of his position. The 
revie-w of the past h=bled him, 
and the near prospect of eternity 
a-wakened serious thought. He was 
led afresh to Jesus, and found peace 
and succour in Him. His distress­
ing -weakness rendered conversation 
almost impossible ; but what he 
said to the writer and other friends 
who visited him, shewed that the 
hopes he had set before others sus­
tained his o-wn spirit. He was not 
rapturous, but peaceful. He was 
sometimes tempted to despond, but 
was mercifully enabled to rise above 
these temptations. Many hymns 
with which he had long been familiar 
cheered him in his suffering, and 
the word of God was particularly 
precious to him. He would say to 
Mrs. Cotton, " Can you read to me ? 
I am hungering for the word of 
God." Gradually and peacefully he 
declined, until thll morning of Nov. 
19th, when he breathed his spirit 
into his Saviour's keeping. He was 
interred on the 24th, in the grave­
yard connected with the chapel at 
Woodhouse Eaves, when the Rev. I. 
Stubbins gave a touching and appro­
priate address. His funeral sermon 
was preached by the writer to a 
large congregation in the above 
chapel, on Nov. 29, 1868. 

As a Ohristwn our departed brother 
was singularly unblemished. He 
exemplified in a high degree the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ 
in the various relationships which he 

sustained. His bereaved friends and 
sorrowing widow, while deeply de­
ploring their loss, remember with 
gratitude his unwearied kindness 
and patient endurance. Those of 
us who were favoured with his inti­
mate friendship can testify to bis 
worth, as he was so judicious in 
counsel, and so true and constant in 
sympathy and affection. 

As a Minister he was intelligent 
and thoroughly evangelical, but his 
physical weakness rendered his 
preaching comparatively ineffective, 
and he often grieved that he could 
not throw more life and energy into 
the delivery of his sermons. Could 
he have done this, he would unques­
tionably have occupied a far higher 
position, and have been more useful. 
Experienced Christians have often 
told me with what pleasure and 
profit they listened to his discourses. 

Mr. Cotton excelled in pastoral 
visitation, and gave much attention 
to it. He also took a deep interest 
in the young, and in all his spheres 
of ministerial labour devised plans 
and put forth efforts for their tem­
poral and spiritual improvement. 
He formed writing and other classes, 
delivered addresses, and gave lee-

. tures, in one of which he said, in 
1867-" Whilst on the one hand we 
are supremely anxious • that you 
should do the best you can for the 
soul and eternity, the solicitude we 
feel for your well-doing in this life is 
such, that if you will determine to 
form a class of the kind mentioned, 
we shall be pleased to help you in 
every way we can." 

The spirit which our brother 
cherished will be evident from the 
following extracts from his letters, 
kindly sent to me by the Rev. W. 
Hood :-" The work of the ministry 
never appeared so important and so 
difficult to me as it does now. I do 
most sincerely desire to be useful, 
but how much is necessary in order 
to this. What singlemindedness ! 
what perseverance ! what holiness ! 
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I cannot possibly tell you what I 
feel in those matters, nor what expe­
rience I have of the evil of my own 
heart ; but it has occurred to me 
that if we were to spend some time, 
once a week, in prayer for each 
other, it might be a blessing to our­
selves and others." At the begin­
uing of a year Mr. C. says-" May 
Christ be magnified in our body, 
whether it be by life or by death. 
May we be prepared to do and to 
suffer all His will. May we be more 
prayerful, more self-denying, more 
earnest and active, and do more for 
the cause of Christ and for the souls 
of men than we have ever done, and 
do it from love. May our motives 
and aims be more simple and God­
like, and may many be converted by 
our means this year." "Earnest 

piety and eminent usefulness are 
essentially connected. I feel very 
dissatisfied with myself. I am not 
half in earnest. What a difference 
between the way in which Christ 
lived and the way in which we live ! 
May God in His mercy make us 
what we should be, and use us for 
His glory more and more!" 

Such were the sentiments and 
desires of our departed brother ; 
but now 

"The pains of death are past; 
Labour and sorrow cease; 

And life's long warfare closed at last, 
His soul is found in peace. 

Servant of Christ, well done! 
Praise be thy new employ! 

And while eternal ages rnn, 
Rest in thy Saviour's joy." 

THOMAS BARR.A.SS. 

Peterborough, Jan. 7, 1869. 

ON MAN AS A FREE AGENT. 

BY THE REV. R. INGHAM; 

Author of the "Handbook on Baptism." 

THE free agency of man means not 
that he has unlimited or irresponsible 
liberty to do as he likes. It respects 
his actions as being free or controlled. 
Freedom of choice in the actions of 
man is opposed to necessity from 
himself, from outward circumstances, 
or from God. It does not exclude 
dependence on God for every mental, 
as for every corporeal power. It 
does not deny that God can or does 
operate on the mind, or that the 
moral state of the mind exerts a 
frequent and potent influence on the 
decision of the will : but the free 
mind has power, through God's 
grace, to rise above bias to evil. 

Belief in freedom of choice is en­
?ouraged by the nature of the mind 
itself. Its faculty of thinking, un­
d~rstanding, choosing, judging, in­
dicates its freedom, its possession of 
a self-determinino· power. 

This freodom is necessary to ac­
countability. If we act from neces-

sity how can we be blamed or praised, 
punished or rewarded ? 

This freedom is indicated by the 
common consciousness of right or 
wrong as attaching to our own ac­
tions and those of others. 

Were necessity in opposition to 
freedom of action to be universally 
maintained, every vice would be ad­
mitted, or nothing be deemed a vice, 
and anarchy would speedily be uni­
versal. 

That the mind possesses a self­
determining power appears from its 
sometimes choosing that which is 
least supported, and at other times 
that which is most supported by 
facts and probabilities, of advantage 
or disadvantage. Freedom of action 
requires not that man be entirely 
capricious, that causes must be in­
operative, but it requires that man 
have a self-determining power. 

All govermnents and statutes, re­
wards and punishments, paternal 



4-i On Man as a Free Agent. 

or national, human or divine, are 
founded on the supposition of man's 
freedom of action. 'l'his freedom 
includes not a denial of God's fore­
kno"-lcdge. W1lile man knows some 
present and past things, the Divine 
Being has a perfect knowledge of 
these, and of all that is future. Even 
that which is dependent on man's 
free will, is foreseen by the Deity. 
Dinne knowledge of the future is 
also as certainly a distinct thing 
from the necessitating of those ac­
tions, as man's knowledge of things 
present and past is distinct from the 
causing of these things. Man may 
foreknow some of the things which 
he determines, but God foreknows 
not only what he determines, but 
what is left to human choice. Nor 
does the freedom of the human will 
make the salvation of man to depend 
on himself irrespective of the grace 
of God. Man being disinclined to 
holiness, if left to him.self, would 
continue to sin. Man, having com­
mitted sin, is incapable of atoning 
for his offence. He cannot make 
amends by exceeding the amount of 
his obligation. The desert and 
wages of sin are death. But God 
has entered into a gracious covenant 
with fallen man (John iii. 16). He 
has provided a Saviour ; He has re­
vealed the way of pardon ; He has 
given the most comprehensive invi­
tations and assurances : He has made 
salvation attainable for ruined man 
through the riches of His grace. To 
divine influence, for God does not 
treat man as a machine, but as a 
rational being,-man may yield, or 
divine influence man may resist. 

Hence we have such Scripture as 
the following:-" My Spirit shall 
not always strive with man," (Gen. 
vi. 3 ). " 0 that there were such an 
heart in them, that they would fear 
me, and keep all my commandments 
always, that it might be well with 
them," &e., (Deut. v. 29). "0 that 
they were wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider their 

latter end," (Dent. xxxii. 29). "Oh 
that my people had hearkened unto 
me, and Israel had walked in my 
ways," (Psalms Luxi. 13). "'l'hey 
hated knowledge, and did not choose 
the fear of the Lord : they would 
none of my counsel : they despised 
all my reproof" (Prov. i. 29, 30). 
" I sent unto you all my servants the 
prophets, rising early and sending 
them, saying, Oh, do not this abomi­
nable thing that I hate : but they 
hearkened not, nor incline their ear 
to turn from their wickedness," (Jer. 
xliv. 4, 5. ). " 'l'hey sit before thee 
as my people, and they hear thy 
words, but they will not do them," 
(Ezek. xxxiii. 31.) "0 Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the pro­
phets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not," 
(Matt. xxiii. 37.) "Ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life,'' 
(John v. 40). "We are ambassa­
dors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech (you) by us: we pray (you) 
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God" (2 Cor. v. 20). "We then, as 
workers together with Him, beseech 
you also that ye receive not the grace 
of God in vain," (2 Cor. vi. i.) 

Man's salvation is of God as to con­
ception, arrangement, provision, and 
bestowment. It is of God, who first 
moves man towards it, divine grace 
inclining to repent, aiding to believe, 
and strengthening to overcome in 
every subsequent temptation and 
conflict. Hence-and not only as 
approved of God-may Christians 
be said to be chosen of God. And 
they are all saved by grace through 
faith. 

All divine precepts and threatnings 
suppose man's capability of choosing. 
Without this such Scriptures as the 
following become a mockery. " How 
long wilt thou refuse to humble thy­
self before me," (Ex. x. 3)? " How 
long refuse ye to keep my command-
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mcnts and my laws," (Ex. xvi. 28) ? 
" How long, ye simple ones, will ye 
love simplicity ? and the scorners 
delight in their scorning, and fools 
hate knowledge? Turn you at my 
reproof: behold, I will pour out my 
spirit unto you, I will make known 
my words unto you. Because I have 
called, and ye refused; I have 
stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded ; But ye have set at nought 
all my counsel, and would none of 
my reproof: I also will," &c., (Prov. 
i. 22-26.) "Lest thou ... mourn 
at the last ... and say, How have I 
hated instruction, and my heart de­
spised reproof; and have not obeyed 
the voice of my teachers, nor in­
clined mine ear to them that in­
structed me," (Prov. v. 9-13), 
" He that refuseth reproof erreth," 
(Prov. x. 17). " He that being often 
reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed; and that 
without remedy," (Prov. xxix. 1 ). 
" When I called, ye did not answer ; 
when I spake, ye did not hear ; but 
did evil before mine eyes, and did 
choose that wherein I delighted not,'' 
(Isaiah lxv. 12). "I also will choose 
their delusions, and will bring their 
fears upon them : because when I 
called none did answer ; when I 
spake they did not hear : but they 
did evil before mine eyes, and chose 
that in which I delighted not'' (Is. 
lxvi. 4). "And now, because ye 
have done all these works, saith the 
Lord, and I spake unto you, rising 
up early and speaking, but ye heard 
not ; and I called you, but ye 
answered not ; therefore will I do 
unto this house," &c., (Jer. vii. 13, 
14). "They refused to hearken, and 
pul~ed away the shoulder, and stopped 
thell' ears, that they should not hear. 
Yea, they made their hearts as an 
adamant stone, lest they should hear 
the law, and the words which the 
Lord of hosts hath sent," (Zech. vii. 
I 1, 12). "He sent forth other ser­
vants, sayin"' Tell them which are 
bidden, Behild, I have prepared my 

dinner : my oxen and my fatlingfl 
are killed, and all things are ready · 
come unto the marriage. But they 
made light of it, and went their 
ways," (Matt. xxii. 4, 5 ). " Sec that 
ye refuse not Him that spcaketh" 
(Hcb. xii. 25). How could God 
complain that men did " not choose 
the fear of the Lord," (Prov. i. 2!J), 
if they had not the power of choos­
ing ? Moses chose " rather to suf­
fer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season," (Heb. xi. 25 ). 

The freedom of the will may not 
necessarily be connected with the 
universality of the atoning death of 
Jesus, but His death for all man­
kind is accordant with, and corrobo­
rative of, the freedom of man to 
choose or refuse. Hence " God so 
loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life," (John iii. 
16). The provision is unexceptional. 
The personal experience of the ines­
timable blessing provided, is depen­
dent on believing in Christ. Hence, 
again, " Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every crea­
ture. He that believeth and is bap­
tized shall be saved ; but he that 
believeth not shall be d=ned," 
(Mark xvi. 15, 16). Also, '' The 
love of Christ constraineth us ; be­
cause we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead : and 
that He died for all, that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto Him which died 
for them and rose again," (2 Cor. v. 
14, 15). The apostle infers not 
the universality of Christ's atone­
ment from the universality of the 
fall, but from the universality of the 
provision he deduces the universality 
of the need. Was an inspired apostle 
deceived and deceiving, inferring from 
a false premise ? Or in his inference, 
that all were dead, a delusion ? 
Again, " Who will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the 
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knowledge of the truth. F111· there 
is one God, and one Mediator be­
tween God and men, the man Christ 
Jcrns: who gave himself a ransom 
for all,'' (1 Tim. ii. 4-G). "We 
see Jesus .... that He by the g1:ace 
of God should taste death for every 
man," (Heb. ii. 9). "He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world" (1 John ii. 2). In 
e.cry age, with more or l<!ss of clear­
ness, there have bean set before men 
" a blessing and a curse" (Deut. ix. 
26), "life and good, death and evil" 
(Dent. x.xx. 15), while God has ever 
called to " choose life'' (Dent. 
XXX. 19). 

The thrcatenings of God, and 
many of His promises➔ being con­
ditional, necessitate the free agency 
of man. The instituting of an 
economy of redemption has been 
altogether divine, and infinitely gra­
cious; the promises of a Saviour, 
the Messiah, have been uncondi­
tional ; God has so loved the world 
as to give His only begotten Son; 
but with fallen man from the begin­
ning it has been, and to the end it 
will continue, " If ye live after the 
flesh, ye shall die ; but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live" (Rom. viii. 
13). Similarly conditional is the 
language : " He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved ; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned" 
(Mark xvi. 16). "Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remis­
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts ii. 38). 
" Repent ye therefore, and be con­
verted, that your sins may be blotted 
out" (Acts iii. 19). "Be it known 
unto you, therefore, men and breth­
ren that through this man is 
pre:i.ched unto you the forgiveness of 
sins : and by Him all that believe 
arc justified from all things from 
which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses. Beware, there-

fore, lest that come upon you which 
is spoken of in the prophets : Be­
hold, ye despisers, and wonder, and 
perish" (Acts xiii. 38-41). "How 
shall we escape if we neglect so great 
salvation" (Hcb. ii. 3)? "To-day, if 
ye will hear His voice, harden not your 
hearts, as in the provocation. For 
some, when they had heard, did pro­
voke : howbeit not all that came out 
of Egypt by Moses. But with whom 
was he grieved forty years ? was it 
not with them that had sinned, 
whose carcases fell in the wilder­
ness ? And to whom sware He that 
they should not enter into His rest, 
but to them that believed not ? So 
we see that they could not enter 
in because of unbelief" (Heb. iii. 
15-19). 

In every age of the world there 
has been, and to the end there will 
be, one principle in the divine 
government. In the parable of the 
talents those servants who by five 
talents had gained other five, or by 
two talents had gained other two, 
are addressed as good and faithful 
servants, and are rewarded. To the 
one who had hid his talent in the 
earth it is said, " Thou oughtest 
therefore to have put my money to 
the exchangers." He is cast out 
"into outer darkness" (Matt. xxv. 
14-30). From the beginning it 
has been:-'' If thou doest well, shalt 
thou not be accepted ? And if thou 
doest not well, sin lieth at the door'' 
(Gen. iv. 7). "Fear God, and keep 
His commandments : for this is the 
whole ( duty) of man. For God 
shall bring every work into judg­
ment, with every secret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be 
evil" (Eccles. xii. 13, 14). "We 
must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 
v. 10). 

Though man is a free agent, his 
being saved by grace from first to 
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last excludes all boasting. Every 
ruined soul will admit the equity of 
those divine and awful words, "De­
part, ye cursed ; " and every saved 
soul of Adam's race will ascribe his 
salvation to Him that has redeemed 
him to God by His own blood. 

Finally, if man is not a free 
agent, he is the creature of circum­
stances ; or the doctrine of fatalism, 
attributing all to God, must be ad­
mitted. God explicitly, and with an 
oath, denies that man's ruin accords 
with His pleasure. " Say unto 
them," says He, " As I live, saith 

the Lord. God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked ; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and 
live : turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways, for why will ye die, 0 
house of Israel" (Ezek. xxxiii. 11) ? 
In infinite love He earnestly calls on 
the sinner to turn, and expostulates 
with him to prevent his pursuing 
the road to death. God is sincere. 
Let not the reader trifle. Choose 
this day whom you will serve. Re­
pent, believe the gospel, and cleave 
to Christ and holiness. Amen. 

~ihliral Jotes. 
CHRIST'S GENEALOGY. 

" Who shall declare his generation." 

JN commencing this series of Biblical 
Notes it may be desirable to say that 
they are intended, if possible, to sim­
plify subjects which seem to be com­
plicated, and so to assist the conductors 
of Bible classes in a work for which 
any amount of help is a real boon. 

The first subject submitted to our 
attention in the New Testament is pre­
sented under the somewhat bulky title 
of" a book"-" the book of the genera­
tion of Jesus Christ;" similar to the 
heading of the fifth chapter of Genesis, 
which is introtluced by the phrase, 
"this is the hook of the generations of 

.Adam." The book of the generation 
given by Matthew is, however, only a 
list of about forty names. 

The generation of Christ-his be­
get~ing, or genealogy-is not to modern 
Christian readers an attractive topic. 
'!ve might even say that it carries, in 
)ts very aspect, the "dryness" which 
1B positively repulsive. How, then, 
can_ we hope to win the favourable 
not.ice of those who may glance at this 
Benes of papers if we commence with 
a subject confessedly so uninviting? 
Our choice is regulated by a sense of 
duty. 

T~e common practise of skipping 
port10n~ o~ Scripture, which look barren 
?r forb1ddmg, is not creditable to the 
intellect or to the heart. To leap over 

thresholds would be taking un<lne 
liberties:with houses; and as the gene­
alogy of our Lord forms the very 
threshold of the first Gospel, we prefer 
to pause long enough thereat, both to 
demonstrate our reverence, and to 
satisfy our inquisitiveness. 

The registration of births is of some 
individual importance, and of still 
greater national utility. No general 
system of doing this, in our country, 
was ever adopted until the Act of 1837 
was passed by the legislature. "The 
book of the generation of Jesus Christ" 
was, most probably, a transcript of 
some public register, which was of 
acknowledged authority in the tribe 
from which he sprung. Dr. Lightfoot 
long ago ascertained that the Jews 
were specially careful to record their 
lineage; and as Matthew was a Jew, 
and a Jew engaged in the collection of 
the taxes, he was perhaps as familiar 
with this catalogue of names as a well 
educated school boy among ourselves 
is with the lists and the lines of Eng­
lish Sovereigns. 

The lineage of onr Lord is traced 
downwards by Matthew on the side of 
his reputed father. Beginning with 
Abraham, whom all the Jews recog­
nized as their honoured ancestor, this 
evangelist proceeds, by natural descent, 
first to David, next to the Babylouish 
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captivity, and then to "the husband of 
Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is 
call~a Christ." The whole period over 
which these generations extenaed was 
about two thousand years. But this 
Jong period is partitioned into three, 
and each of the three parts contains 
fourteen generations. Abraham was 
the earliest of the patriarchs who re­
ceived the promise of the Messiah, and 
to him the promise was so clear, and 
definite, and transporting, that he 
"rejoiced to see the day" of Christ­
as Trapp says, "his good old heart 
danced levaltos within him." It was 
under the name of hi,s seed that Abra­
ham received the promise of the Mes­
siah: no wonder, thep, that Abraham 
should be placed at the source and 
head of Christ's ancestry. From him 
to David fourteen generations are 
reckoned, and the names include those 
of the leading patriarchs, judges, and 
prophets of the period. As the pro­
mise of the coming Christ was renewed 
with increasing clearness to David, he 
is made the starting point of the second 
era. And tbe kingly line, descending 
from him, is traced downward to the 
destruction of the Hebrew monarchy, 
when the degenerate people are carried 
away to Babylon. We call this event 
the "captivity," but the Jews could 
not frame their mouths to speak, or, 
form their pens to write, so offensive a 
word; and hence the term used in 
the genealogy, and copied here by 
Matthew, is the Emigration. 

The last of the three fourteen gene­
rations commences with Jaconiah, or 
Jehoiachim-the last but one of the 
kings of Judah, and reaches to the 
"just man," Joseph, to whom the 
Virgin Mary was espoused. 

This catalogue of names is not 
given as a full and perfect list of 
Joseph's ancestry, and of our Lord's 
genealogy. Several names are omitted 
which are found in the Old Testll.ment 
histories of the periods; but it includes 
the more illustrious personages who 
took a prominent part in the transac­
tions recorded in the sacred annals. 

The reason why this human pedigree 
of Christ begins with Abraham is, that 
Matthew's gospel was composed for 
the more special use of the Jewish 
converts. Abraham was emphatically 
the Hebrew-the fountain of the race 
and the founder of the nation, known 
in after times by the appellations of 
Hebrews, Israelites, and Jews. Dating 
the Messianic hopes from him as the 
father of the seed, and from David as 
the founder of the kingdom, and 
tracing the course of the royal inherit­
ance of Solomon, whose natural lineage 
was closed by the childless J ehoia­
chim, the first evangelist sought to 
connect Christianity with the promises 
of the old covenant. He intended to 
give what may be called Christ's legal 
descent, thereby pointing to Christ as 
the culmination of the national glories 
of Israel. 

Jittraturt. 
THE RELIGIOUS TENDENCIES OF THE 

TIMES; or, How to deal with the 
Deadly Errors and Dangerous Delu­
sions of the Day. By James Grant. 
Author of "God is Love," &c., &c. 
London: Mackintosh. 

EVERLASTING RETRIBUTJONj or, Or­
thodoxy Vindicated. By the Rev. 
A. Clayton, Primiti \'e Methodist 
Minister. 

THE well-known author of the first of 
these two works may possibly be 
charged with being both sensational 
and censorious. His very title, fully 
read, sounds like an alarm, and the 
6train of hi6 volume is throughout one 

of animadversion and decrial. Yet, in 
his justification, it may be pleaded that 
his words are not more startling than 
the facts which have called them forth. 
He professes to have been constrained 
to write, not by an innate love of con­
troversy, but "by the irresistible 
claims and imperative commands of 
conscience." Unfaithfulness to the 
cause of Christianity is the sin from 
which he sought to escape; and if his 
flight from that fault has Jed him into 
one of another kind-the fault of un­
charitableness-let his readers be ad· 
monished by his example, and be can­
did enough to give him credit for good 
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intentions. Personally we sympathize 
with Mr. Grant in his grief over "the 
deadly errors and dangerous delusions 
of the day." And we shall rejoice if 
his fearless accusations of those who 
are implicated in them have any effect 
in arousing others to a sense of their 
peril, and in arresting the evils which 
are becoming so rife. As it was in 
tbe days of old, so it is now : " the 
leaders of the people cause them to 
err, and destroy the way oft.heir paths." 

In a Preface of nearly fifty pages ~r. 
Grant baa named the chief modern 
assailants of evangelical truth, and 
bas shown that Christianity is now 
suffering most at the bands of traitors 
in the camp, and of those who are 
fighting in the uniform of our Divine 
Captain. These enemies in disguise, 
he says, are labouring to destroy the 
distinctive doctrines of the gospel by 
attacking them seriatim, each one 
taking those parts of the Christian sys­
tem with which be is best prepared to 
grapple. The precedent for this pro­
cedure was set by the authors of the 
celebrated "Essays and Reviews:" 
and be thinks it is now followed by 
contributors to a new volume of Essays 
edited by the Rev. Mr. Clay, of Rain­
hill (not Barnhill), in Lancashire. We 
have read this volume, and have been 
pained by some portions of it ; but we 
have no apprehension of its doing 
serious mischief. There is not much 
of either criticism or theology in it. 
As an exposition of Broad Churchism 
on ecclesiastical, educational, and kin­
dred questions, it is instructive and 
admonitory; and if wisely read by 
nonconformists, it will tend the better 
to equip them for the defensive part of 
their Christian work. 

Mr. Grant accuses Dr. Colenso of 
having done what he could to destroy 
confidence in the authenticity of the 
Scriptures; Dean Stanley of labouring 
to destroy all belief in the cardinal 
doctrine of the atonement; and Mr. 
Maurice of endeavouring to insure the 
rejection of the doctrine that the punish­
ment of those who live and die in sin 
will be of eternal duration. 

Tbe influence of the last of these 
men be considers to have been alarm­
ingly great, not only among clergymen 
of his o':"n church, but among ministers 
of the Dissenting denominations. While 
8?me_ of these boldly preach the anni­
hilation of the ,vicked, he says, in the 

majority of cases, the eternity of f□ tnre 
punishments is rwt preached; that 
rationalism in all its varied forms is 
rife in our nonconformist pulpits; that 
the students in our Congregational 
colleges belong to that school, and 
come out of them as preachers with a 
disbelief in the doctrine of.everlasting 
punishment, and with semi-infidel 
principles in general; that matters are 
no better in some of our Baptist col­
leges, as he bas learned from a young 
man of high character who was com­
pelled, by bis conscience, to leave one 
of them in consequence of the errors 
prevalent there; while the leading 
organs in the periodical literature of 
the Congregationalists, not excepting 
the British Quarterly Review, are tainted 
with the sentiments of the rationalistic 
school. No less a person than Dr. 
Raleigh, the chairman of the Congre­
gational union, is charged with having 
joined the ranks of those who are the 
foes of the inspiration of the Bible ; 
and the English Independent, which at 
first protested against Dr. Raleigh's 
heterodox views, in a few weeks be­
came a proselyte to his belief, and 
formally proclaimed its adhesion to 
his rejection of the generally received 
theory of inspiration. Without ex­
tending this account of the deadly 
errors now prevailing, we may state 
that the result of Mr. Grant's inquiries 
into the religious tendencies of the 
times is a profound conviction that we 
are now in the midst of those "perilous 
times" which were predicted as certain 
to come in the last days. "The truth 
as it is in Jesus seems for a season to 
have been exiled from most of our 
churches." "The true gospel is shut 
out amid the forms of ritualism, or is 
buried amidst the rubbish of ration­
alism." These are the points touched 
npon in the preface, and treated more 
at length in the body of the work. 
His estimate of the religious condition 
of our country is very unfavourable, 
and his description of it is dark indeed : 
but possibly there is a little error in 
tbe one, and some exaggeration in the 
other. He who walked in the midst of 
the chnrches of Asia was omniscient, 
as well as "faithful and true,'' and as 
He knew their works, He could testify 
of their condition with perfect accu­
racy. Mr. Grant seems to us to claim 
rather more acquaintance with the 
British churches than any one man, 
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however well informed, can be ac­
credited with; and he assumes more 
power of judging his brethren, and 
more authority to condemn them, than 
the One Master has conferred. With 
his defence of the doctrine of a future 
life for all men, and of everlasting 
punishment for the wicked, we fully 
accord, and thank him for the help he 
has renrlered to what we think the 
right side of this ancient controversy. 
The principal founder of our Con­
nexion, the Rev. Dan Taylor, in the 
year 1789, published a discourse on 
Matt. xxv. 46, entitled, "The eternity 
of future punishment asserted and im­
proved." In 1806 Dr. Winter preached 
at the Monthly Association of Inde­
pendent Ministers and Churches on the 
same subject; and in the course of his 
sermon, which was printed by request, 
he said, "Had decorum permitted, in­
stead of delivering the thoughts you 
have now heard in their present form, 
I should have preferred reading to you 
a sermon on this subject by Mr. Dan 
Taylor, in which the scriptural argu­
ments are so forcibly stated, the prin­
cipal ol:ijections so judiciously answered, 
and the practical tendency of the doc­
trine so completely establiahed, that it 
contains all that a serious inquirer 
would wish to find on a topic where we 
must be content to be guided by the 
word of God. Most ardently do I 
recommend the perusal of this dis­
course to those who have not read it, 
and the renewed consideration of it by 
those that have." Mr. Grant may not 
have been aware that the General 
Baptists have ever contended for this 
distasteful doctrine, when it bas been 
called in question, and that the denial 
of it has been deplored as a departure 
from the truth. But our ministers 
have never considered it as an essen­
tial article of faith, the belief of which 
should be insisted upon as a term of 
salvation. They have maintained that 
in fleeing from the wrath to come by 
true repentance, and in laying hold of 
divine mercy by a lively faith in Christ, 
our salvation is secure, whichever 
hypothesis is held as to the duration of 
future misery. The discussion of this 
question is apt to displace more im­
portant matters of controversy; and 
we take the liberty of reminding those 
who engage in it of what was said by 
Robert Hall half a century ago, that 
" the fate of the Christian religion is not 

to be, cons_idered a11 implicated in the belief 
or disbelief of the popular docti-ine." 

Mr. Clayton's vindication is marked 
by the plainness and fervour which 
have ever been prominent features in 
the speech and writing of Primitive 
Methodists. If we mistake not, the 
members of their societies, as well as 
of the Wesleyan churches, are admitted 
on their profession of a desire to "flee 
from the wrath to come." And one 
secret of their usefulness has been the 
effort to move men ' by the fear of 
perishing everlastingly. 

THE HISTORY OF BALAAM. By Rev. 
W. Roberts. London: E. Stock. 

THI~ i~ the author's first publication, 
cons1stmg of five sermons issued in 
compliance with the requ~st of his 
hearers, and intended to render service 
to an institution of the church under 
his pastoral care. In aid of this insti­
tution, and in gratification of his peo­
ple's wishes, he gladly "launches his 
little book upon the somewhat swollen 
hurried stream of modern literature.'; 
Those who wish to see what this 
book contains concerning Balaam, his 
way, his prophecies, his counsel, and 
his fate, must venture near the current 
on which it is afloat. They will hazard 
nothing: on the contrary they will 
find real treasure. The discourses are 
lively and vigorous, and so compre­
hensive as to leave scarcely anything 
unnoticed in the man whose history 
they unfold. 

THE GOSPEL IN THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 
London : E. Stock. 

THIS work is anonymous, and has 
reached a second edition. It is not 
critical, and does not profess to be a 
contribution to biblical science, but it 
seems highly spiritual in its tone, and 
fitted to promote Christian edification. 
Its sections are short, and none of its 
paragraphs are prosy in their style, or 
irrelevant in their matter. It is got 
up in the Publisher's best form. 

THE CHRISTIAN PATRIARCH. The Life 
of Mr. Robert Gate. By Geo. G. S. 
Thomas. London : E. Stock. 

Tms biography is published under an 
impression that the lives of men of 
ordinary abilities are calculated to do 
more good than the lives of men 



Poetry. 51 

accounted great. Mr. Gate was emi­
nently useful in the circuit where he 
was o leader and a local preacher; 
and to men of his own order we com­
mend this eulogistic memoir. 

WAND ERIN GS IN FRANCE AND SWIT· 
ZERLAND. By Rev. Fergus Fer­
guson, M.A., Glasgow. Author of 
" Sacred Scenes in Egypt and the 
Holy Land," &c. 

OUR clerical traveller has waited fhe 
years before telling the story of his 
wanderings, but his narrative is as 
minute and particular as if its incidents 
were quite recent. Nor does he con­
tent himself with reporting events. 
He gives information about the places 
visited, and adds "spiritual reflec­
tions," which, if they do not make his 
book better, certainly make it bigger. 
To some who may follow his routes, 
this book may prove quite as enter­
taining and useful as the standard 
"Guides,'' which are much more costly. 

LOUIS DE RIPPLE. By Darlow Fors­
ter. London: Freeman, 102, Fleet 
Street. 

TALES which are wisely invented and 
well told, which present true pictures 
of life, and which illustrate either 
human character or the divine con­
duct, may be pronounced good. He 
who spake as never man spake did not 

eschew all stories, for while His para­
bles are made to teach divinest truth, 
they have their ground-work in what 
may, without offence, be denominated 
fiction. By earthly figure and fable, 
by type and allegory, He explained to 
man the things which are unseen and 
eternal. Louis De Ripple is a tale 
from real life, and to those whose taste 
inclines them to gather wisdom from 
this species of literature we can pro­
mise both help and enjoyment from 
this elegant little volume. Nautical 
metaphors must surely be getting 
fashionable, as Darlow Forster, after 
the manner of the author of Balaam's 
History, starts with the sentence, "In 
launching my tiny hark on the broad 
sea of literature," &c. 

Whitaker's .Almanack for 1869 is the 
cheapest thing we ever saw. Three 
hundred and sixty-seven pages of 
small print on all kinds of men and 
things interesting to Englishmen are 
given for one shilling.-The Protestant 
Dissenter's .Almanack and Political 
.Annual for 1869, for sixpence, is also 
very valuable, only that it is not so 
accurate in names and dates as such 
annuals ought to be. 

The Sunday Magazine-The Sword 
and Trowel-The Scattered Nation­
The Jewish Herald-The Church­
Hive-and Appeal are all good in 
their way. 

THOUGHTS OF HEAVEN. 

YE come to me, in midnight dreams, 
Oh, glorious thoughts of heaven; 

And glorious are the spirit-gleams, 
That to my soul are given 

Of that fair clime, across whose sky, 
No storm-clouds ever sweep; 

Where grief ne'er dims the radiant eye, 
And none are seen to weep. 

Ye come to me amid the co.re 
That clouds the weary day, 

And far from earth's polluted air, 
Ye waft my soul away. 

Aud when some grief beyond control 
Has bowed me unto earth 

Ye w~isp~r to my fainting s~ul 
Of its immortal birth. 

Still come the tenderest thoughts of thee, 
When evening hours creep on, 

And sad, regretful memory, 
Recalls the loved and gone. 

And though these mortal eyes no more 
Their cherished forms may see, 

Yet somewhere on thy radiant shore 
I know they wait for me. 

Like fragrant zephyrs, from the shore 
Of some far ocean isle, 

Ye pass my fainting spirit o'er, 
And every care beguile. 

Oh when the clews of death hang chill 
Upon my dying brow, 

Sweet thoughts of heaven, be with me still 
And cheer my heart as now. 
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THE LATE MISSION 
CONFERENCE. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-Being mentioned by name 
in your last issue as the chief offender 
at the late Orissa Mission Conference, 
I trust you will allow me a few lines 
by way of explanation. I had repeat­
edly complained to one of the Secre­
taries especially of certain things in 
connection with the Mission which 
appeared to me to be wrong. He 
courteously listened to my complaints, 
and said I ought to go before the Uom­
mittee, and, like the late Joseph Hume 
in the House of Commons, lay my finger 
ttpon the items of expenditure, &c., which 
seemed to me objectionable. Aware, 
however, that financial reformers, both 
in Church and State, are sharply rebuked 
at first-though they often live long 
enough to see their economical sug­
gestions adopted-I did not venture to 
confront the brethren at an ordinary 
committee meeting. But when a 
printed circular came to hand, calling 
a special conference, and guaranteeing 
" a full and free discussion," I said to 
th,i friends at Kegworth and Dise­
worth, \Ve have been grumbling about 
the Mission expenses for years; if we 
do not go now and make our com­
plaints, we ought evermore to hold our 
peace. Accordingly, I was requested 
to go to Derby, and speak out, what­
ever might be the consequences. Being 
nervously diffident, and anxious also 
not to advance anything which I was 
not prepared to stand by to the very 
utter, I deemed it expedient to write 
and read my questions and remarks, 
rather than venture upon any extem­
poraneous and impulsive utterances. 
My paper was read, therefore; and 
probably, Mr. Editor, you will allow 
me to give your readers the concluding 
paragraph, at least :-

" I decidedly approve of missions. 
I acknowledge the great usefulness of 
the Orissa Mission. I admire the piety 
and zeal of many who have been, and 
still are, connected with it. But I 
want us all to be 'good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God,' and to do 
what we can toward preaching the 

gospel to all nations, and to every 
creature." 

HI had gone to the Conferen.ce with 
some elaborate scheme for increasing 
the income of the Society, I should have 
be~n. eulogize~ as a friend; but being 
a rigid economist, I suggested reduction 
of expenditure instead, and if that sub­
jects me to suspicion and reproach I 
will bear it patiently. Since the me~t­
ing at Derby, I have been favoured 
with a fraternal epistle from the es­
teemed Treasurer of the Mission. 
tHow me to give an extract or two. 

I was glad you ventured to speak 
what I know a good many people have 
thought." "I think what you said will 
tend to remedy one or two matters." 

On the whole, then, Mr. Editor, I 
hope I have done good rather than 
harm. You gently COJDplain, dear 
brother, of the tone and manner of my 
reading. Please to remember my con­
stitutional diffidence, also the interrup­
tion to which I was subjected, and 
then you will kindly excuse anything 
which appeared harsh and hurried. 

I remain, with much esteem for 
yourself, and for the missionaries, 
ministers, and friends generally, 

Yours truly, in Christ Jesus, 
'l'HOS. YATES. 

Although we publish the above, our 
other correspondents must excuse our 
not inserting any more letters in this 
number, and must be content with our 
naming the purport of their commu­
cations. 

S. E. complains that some of the 
speakers at Derby are not contributors 
even, and have never shown the 
smallest regard to the claims of the 
Mission. One at least of these promi­
nent debaters, he says, has positively 
turned his back upon it on certain pub­
lic occasions. May we suggest that 
S. E. should address a private rebuke 
to the man who, "to his knowledge," 
has so offended against public pro· 
priety. 

T. Y. protests against the censures 
cast on some of the churches whose 
contributions are smaller than others 
whose numbers are so much fewer. 
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T. M. observes that the freedom 
used in animadverting on faults and 
failings at the Conference was not car­
ried quite far enough in all cases, and 
that some who reflected on the small­
ness of the amounts raised for the 
Society's wants, should have been 
pointerl to the inadequate sums stand­
ing in the Report against their own 
names. 

We admit that such personalities 
might have been profitable if they had 
been attended by the necessary plea­
santries; but if done in the way of 
reprisal or retaliation, they would have 
been unchristian in their spirit, and 
iaj urious in their effects. 

The corresponrlent who still demurs 
to the employment of a double Secre­
tariat is advised to consider how little 
reason there is for the objection. We 
maintain that the Society is a positive 
gainer by the present arrangement. 
The small sum given to the senior 
secretary is a bare acknowledgment of 
the service he performs, to say nothing 
of the mental care involved in his offi­
cial relation to the Mission. And as 
to the travelling secretary, we marvel 
that any one should think him even 
adequately paid for bis services. His 
time is wholly given to bis work. He 
preaches twice, and sometimes thrice, 
on a Sunday, and holds some meetings 
nearly every week in the year. If a 
man so engaged is not entitled to as 
much stipend as any minister in the 
Connexion receives, we are no judges 
of human merit. The size of the Mis­
sion is not the standard by which to 
decide the scale of his remuneration, 
since were it four times as large he 
would have no more public work to do 
on its account. 

"Querist," who asks, "Why the 
Mission should be burdened by having 
to make up the deficient salaries of 
relnrned mis· ionaries who are stationed 
over churches at home?" should inquire 
first whether such is the fact. \Ve are 
not aware of any instances of the kind. 
T_he one case which may have elieited 
his question, is thal of a' missionary 
whc,s, return toOrissa wascontingenton 

the recovery ofhis wife's health. 13ut if 
his return is no longer to be expected, 
it is presumed his partial dependence 
on the Mission fund will soon cease. 
To determine what is right in par­
ticular instances is a duty devolving 
on the Committee; and we seriously 
advise all subscribers who are not 
satisfied with the Committees' deci­
sions to signify the same by letter to 
the senior secretary, who is the keeper 
of the records. EDITOR. 

BAPTTSM. 

To THE EDITOR-
Dear Sir,-For some time past my 

mind has been engaged upon the sub• 
ject of baptism. I have always thought 
it a duty, and a part of righteousness; 
but I cannot help thinking that it is a 
part of salvation also. As I am anxious 
to know the truth, will either you or 
your readers kindly give me a little 
help? 

Now the following passages lead me 
to think that it is a part of salvation : 
" Whosoever therefore shall break one 
of these least commandments," &c. 
(Matt.· v. l!l). _ "Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God" 
(John iii. 5). "For whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one point, he is guilty of all" (James 
ii. 10). 

The subject has been before our 
association, but yonr assistance will be 
esteemed a favour. 

From yours very respectfully, 
A MEMBER OF TIIE BAPTIST 

PREACHERS' ASSOCIATION, DERBY. 

[Onr an~wer to the above Qnerist is 
brief, and perhaps a little bluff. He 
has cited passages to prove his 
theory which give not a shadow of 
evidence in its favour. And if he 
finds no more real salvation for his 
soul than what is "containerl in 
orrlinances," he will certainly be lost! 
-ED.] 
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The next lVhDLAND CONFERENCE will 
meet at Stoney Street, Nottingham, on 
Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 9th. At the last 
Conference it was resolved that instead of 
a sermon at the morning meeting the next 
Conference should meet at a quarter be­
fore eleven in the morning; that devo­
tional exercises be continued till half-past 
eleven; the Rev. T. Goadby, B.A., will 
then read a paper on "Conversion ;" and 
the rest of the morning be occupied by 
fraternal conference on the subject. 

CHARLES CLARKE, Secretary. 

The YoRKSHIRE AND LANCASHIRE CON­
FERENCE assembled in Burnley Lane chapel 
on Wednesday, Dec. 23rd, 1868. 

At half-past nine o'clock in the morning 
the Rev. G. Needham, pastor of the chnrch, 
took the chair, and Rev. J. Stapleton offered 
up prayer. The Rev. B. Wood then pro­
ceeded to read the paper he bad prepared 
on, " How we may best utilize the indi­
vidual power in our churches for the ex­
tension of the Redeemer's cause." He 
stated that it was assumed in the question 
he bad to discuss that there is individual 
power in our churches, namely, the ~oral 
and spiritual power of personal godliness. 
He then pointed out various methods of 
developing this latent power for the benefit 
of the church and of the world-such as 
early and regular attendance on the public 
services of religion-courtesy and kind­
ness to strangers entering our chapels­
each member of our churches telling the 
gospel to his neighbour-and devoting as 
much· time as possible to the visitation of 
the sick- opening houses for prayer meet­
ings-endeavouring to induce the careless 
to attend a place of worship-seeking 
scholars for the Sunday school-distribut­
in"' tracts-collecting for missionary so­
ci;ties-and by each one giving something 
to the cause of God every first day of the 
week. Many useful and practical sugges­
tions were made both in the paper and 
during the friendly discussion which fol­
lowed; and while all appeared to feel that 
more might be done by the members of 
our churches for the furtherance of the 
gospel than is done, the puzzling pro?le~ 
rPrnained, namely, bow to make each rn~1-
vidual a willing and an earnest worker Ill 

the cause. Rev. H. Ingham closed the 
meeting with prayer. 

The Conference again assemblecl at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and after singing, 
and prayer by the Hev. W. Gray, the 

churches reported thnt forty-two hnd been 
baptized since last Conference, and that 
thirty-two remained ns candidates. 

The doxology was then sung, after which 
it was resolved-

!. That the minutes now read be ap­
proved ancl confirmed. 

The Secrotary of the Dewsbury Com­
mittee having stated that the Committee 
recommend the Conference to gnarantee 
to the friends at Dewsbury £1000 on the 
conditions that they expend not less than 
£2000 on the erection of a chapel-:that 
the £50 a year at present granted them 
by Conference cease as so'on as the chapel 
is opened for divine worship-and that the 
£1000 now guaranteed be then paid over 
to them, it was resolved-

2. That in accordance with the rule of 
Conference in monetary cases, the above 
recommendation of the Committee be taken 
into consideration at next Conference. 

The Dews bury Committee having recom­
mended that the Conference become re­
sponsible for the repayment of the £25 
borrowed from "the Chapel Building Loan 
Society for the Yorkshire and Lancashire 
District" towards the purchase of ground 
on which to erect a chapel at Dewsbury, it 
was also resolved-

3. That the above recommendation be 
considered at next Conference. 

It was also resolved-
4. That the Rev. T. Horsfield and Mr. 

Binns be added to the Dews bury Committee. 
The Rev. J. T. Gale was then introduced 

to the Conference as a deputation from the 
Committee of "the Union Baptist Bnild­
ing Fund," and urged that the Yorkshire 
Society should forthwith be amalgamated 
with the one he represented. 

After some discussion, it was resolved-
5. That "the Chapel Building Loan 

Society for the Yorkshire and Lancashirn 
Districts" be united with" the Union Bap­
tist Building Fund." 

It was also resolved-
6. ThELt the Committee of" the Chapel 

Tiuilding Loan Society for the Yorkshire 
and Lancashire District'' be, and are hereby, 
invested with power to arrange all matters 
of detail on behalf of this Conference iu 
carrying into effect the above resolution. 

It was also resolved-
7. That the thanks of this Conference 

are due, nnd are l1ereby given to the Hev. 
J. T. Gale for his visit and services. 

It was also resolved-
8. That the thunks of this Conference 

are due, and are hereby tendered to the 
Uev. n. Wood for his suggestive paper. 
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It was also resolved-
D. That we hereby cordially welcome 

the Rev. G. N eetlbam into this Conference 
and district. 

It was also resolved-
10. That the next Conference be held 

at Shore on Whit-Wednesday; that the 
Rev. J. Clifford, M.A., LL.B., of London, 
be the preacher; and in case of failure, 
the Rev. J. Fletcher, of Vale. Divine ser­
vice to commence in the morning at half. 
past ten o'clock. 

At seven o'clock in the evening the Rev. 
James Maden, of Shore, preached from 
Acts xx. 19-" Serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many tears 
and temptations." 

As it was Christmas week, the Confer­
ence was very thinly attended, and a num­
ber of the churches neither sent reports 
nor representatives. 

J. A.r.ooRN, Secretary. 

BURNLEY, .2Enon Chapel.-A congrega­
tio)]al soiree was held in the school-room 
of this chapel on Christmas-day, when a 
large company sat down to a well-prepared 
and sumptuous tea. When the tables were 
removed, the Rev. J. Alcorn, pastor of the 
church, took the chair, and on the plat­
form around him were seated a number of 
its officers. After singing and prayer, the 
chairman arose and commenced his open­
ing address by wishing all present "a 
merry Christmas and a happy new year." 
During the evening amusing and instruc­
tive recitations and dialogues were given 
by some of the teachers and scholars; and 
at intervals the choir, accompanied by the 
harmoninm, contributed greatly to the 
plensure of the audience by the perform­
ance of various pieces of music which they 
had carefully prepared for the occasion. 
The music,1I nrrnngements, which were 
under the able management of Mr. Wooley, 
the org,10ist, reflected great credit upon 
those who conduct the service of song in 
this place of worship. Not the least in­
teresting feature of the evening was the 
prese~1tation hy the chairman of thirteen 
volumes of Barnes's Commentary on the 
Scriptures to Mr. Thomns Burrows, the 
teacher of the second Bible class of bovs. 
These volume8 had been purchased by his 
pupils, who had requested the pastor to 
present them to their teacher as n small 
token of their gratitude for bis valuable 
and self-clenyino labours on their hebtLlf. 
The gift \\'as suitably acknowledged by l\Ir. 
Bf ?rrows; nnd, after speeches from various 
nends, and the usual votes of thanks, 

this delightful meeting was closed by the 
b,ened1cl!on nt a qnnrter-past ten o'clock. 
'l he school-room was elegantly and pro­
fusely decorated with evergreens, mottoes, 
Wreaths, Chinese lanterns, and other 

Christmas ornaments. The meeting wo.s 
one of the happiest kind, and was highly 
appreciated by all the friends of the place. 

BARLESTONE.-Opening of a new Har­
monium.-The Baptists of this village have 
for some time felt the need of instrumental 
assistance in their service of song. They 
baYe now secured a new harmonium, 
which was opened on the 29th Decem her. 
In connection with the opening a tea 
meeting was held, and a concert given 
under the able conduetorship of Mr. H. 
Dennis, who selected the instrnment, and 
supplied it at a considerably reduced 
price. The tea was gratuito:isly provided, 
and notwithstanding snow, wind, and 
rain, nearly three hundred persons were 
present. At the concert in the evening 
the chapel was well filled. Selections 
from Mozart, Russell, ·weher, Haydn, 
Reay, Handel, and others, were admirably 
given. .Mr. Dennh presided at the har­
monium, and the chief vocalists were Miss 
Peel (Derby), Mr. G. Orchard (Ashby­
de-la-Zouch), and Mr. Waddington (Leices­
ter). In the interval the Rev. E. W. 
Cantrell announced that sufficient money 
bad been obtained to pay for the harmo­
nium, and for fixing it in the chapel. 
The concert was quite a novelty in the 
village, and gave general satisfaction. On 
the following day a number of friends met 
in the school-room to partake of the frug­
ments left after the tea, when a sufficient 
sum was realized to license the chapel for 
the solemnization of marriages. 

SroKE-oN-TRENT. - Fancy Fair. - For 
the purpose of aiding a fund being raised 
on behalf of a proposed new school-room 
in connection with the Baptist chapel, 
Trentham Road, a fancy fair was held on 
Thursday evening, Dec. 31. Excellent 
arrnngements had been made by way of 
securing a varied and attractive entertain­
ment; and those who had laboured 
assiduously to ensure a pleasant as well as 
o. profitable result to the m11lertakiug. 
were gratified by a successful gathering nf 
people. The friends and well-wishers of 
the chnpel, in the town and neig-hbonr­
hood, contribnted cheerfully arnl willin~ly, 
and the result was a good set-out of nrticles 
in the useful and fancy line. A Cbristnins 
tree which flourished iu the room La,l 
decorations which attmcted attention aud 
purchasers. There wns ulso a refresh­
ment stall, from which coffee, tea, confec­
tionery, &c., could he ohtaine,l. lly way 
of indicating the pleasant kind of enter­
tainment provided to blend with the busi­
ness feature, we mny mention that a mnn­
Ler of chemical am\ galvanic experiments 
were mnde, under the superinten,lence of 
l\Ir. Wright; then there were microscopic 
revelations under the direction of the Rev. 
E. Johnson, of Newcastle; ancl farther, 
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some choice vocalism and instrumentalism 
by Mrs. Stocker, Misses Grose, Moore, 
Wall, and Mr. Leonard l~i,·ers. The 
genernl decorations of the room were very 
tasteful and effecti,e. The attendance was 
,•er_y numerous, the entire proceedings 
were most pleasurable, and the financial 
results satisfactory. 

HALIFAx.-Resignation of the Rev. J. H. 
Atkinson -For some months back Mr. 
Atkinson bas enjoyed but very indifferent 
he»lth, which led him to consnlt an emi­
nent physician, who declared to him that 
for the preservation and restoration of his 
constitution, it was necessary that he 
should refrain from every kind of mental 
activity, and for three months at least 
enjoy perfect qaiet and rest. After con­
sulting bis friends, and making the matter 
a subject of pra:cer, all things pointed him 
to one end-that being resignation. This 
decision was cnmmunicated to the deacons 
on Tuesday, Jan. 19; and it is hardly 
necessary to state that it was sorrowfully 
received; but, under all the circumstances, 
it was believed to be the best to recom­
mend the church to accede to bis wishes. 
Wednesday, the 20th, being the church 
meeting, the letter of resignation was 
read, and the tenderest sympathy was 
manifested for him in his affliction. The 
deacons badng presented him with a 
resolution embodying their feelings, it was 
i-esolved to lay the matter before both 
church and congregation on the following 
Lord's-day evening at the close of service, 
that the whole of bis "flock" should have 
an opportunity of joining in a general 
resolution of regret at the unexpected close 
of bis ministerial labours. We need hardly 
say that the church gave their sympathy a 
practical turn. We earnestly hope that 
bis isolation from the ministry may be but 
temporary, and that soon his voice may be 
heard again amongst us, and that activity 
of body i.nd mind under which he bas 
been cast down may soon be witnessed in 
some sphere of useful Christian labour, 
which it is his earnest desire ever to be 
found engaged in. 

HALIFAX-West Vale Branch.-Opening 
of the New School-room.-Owing to the 
inconvenience of the situation of the old 
preaching-ronm, the completion of the 
school-room under the new chapel bas 
been hastened on, tbat the scholars might 
have the advantag·, and that public l\'Or­

sbip might be conducted therein each 
Lord's.day. On Dec. 20 sermons were 
preached, morning and evening, by Rev. 
G. Needham, of l:lurnlPy Lane; and in the 
afternoon uy Rev. J. Calvert, of Holywell 
Green (Independent); when collections 
were made in aid of the Building Fund. 
On Saturday following a tea meeting was 
held in commemoration of the opeuing, 

which wns well attended. The total pro­
ceeds of these opening services amount to 
£21. This wns a hil(h time for the frienus 
at West Vale, that this long talked of, long 
looked for, and long prayed for sanctuary 
should actually be opened for divine ser­
vice. A dny school bas for years been 
conducted in the old preaching-room: 
that the full benefit may be experienced 
even down to the young and rising of our 
mce, it has been decided to carry on the 
day school now under the supervision of a 
committee appointed by the church at 
North Par,ide, and on a much broader 
basis, by making it a puWic school and 
placing it under Government inspection. 
The manufacturers around approve of 
this, and have signified their intention of 
assisting to fit it np with maps, &c., in 
such a manner as that no exception can 
be taken to it. The chapel, we expect, 
will be opened at Easter; and soon after 
we intend to bold the bazaar in aid of the 
funds, and any contributions of money 
or goods (made up or otherwise) will be 
most thankfully received by the pastors of 
the church at N ortb Parade, Halifax. 

DEW~BURY, Wakefield Road.-A sale of 
various kinds of articles was held in the 
ahove place on Dec. 29, and continued 
during parts of the three following days. 
Its object was to increase the funds which 
are being raised towards the erection of a 
chapel, the room now used for worship, 
although comfortable inside, being by no 
means attractive externally. Our Baptist 
friends intend to t\rect a modest structure 
as soon as possible, but with commendable 
wisdom they have determined to obtain the 
money, or promise of it, before building. 
On Thursday, the 31st, the annual tea 
party was held. A little before six o'clock 
the seats at the tables were well filled, and 
some were compelled to wait. until others 
had been supplied. At a quarter-past 
seven the public meeting commenced, the 
chair being occupied by the minister, the 
Rev. N. H. Shaw. After a hymn had been 
sung. and prayer offered, the chairman 
briefly congratulated the church and its 
friends on their position and prospects. 
They had been spared and prospered 
during the year; their sale of goods bad 
been a success beyonrl even their sanguine 
expectations, when they took all the cir­
cumstances into account. There wns 
great need of more Christian effort iu 
Dewshury, a~ thousands were living utterly 
regardless of religion. They iutended to 
go on, with the help of God; an,l judging 
from the help already received, they would 
in a very short time have a chapel of their 
own, and without debt. The Rev. S. Hall, 
of Chapel Fold, delivered an address on 
the influence wbich time and circum­
stances have or ought to have ou Christian 
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workers. The T:ev. J. Harvey Rpoke of 
)Jis own experience in chapel building and 
money getting, and concluded by pr,,mis­
ing to send a guinea when a Baptist chapel 
is erected, if some friend would write anrl 
remind him. The Rev. H. Stnrt spoke of 
Christmas reminding 11s of God's ereat 
Jove and gift, and urged all to reciprocate 
that love. The chairman next introduced 
his father, the Rev. James Shaw, of South­
well, who, after some references to the 
health of the minister, spoke encouragingly 
of the prospects of the Baptist eh urch, 
and concluded a partly humorous and 
partly affecting speech by a few lessons 
drawn from the closing of the year. 
During the evening the choir, assisted by 
others in the town and from Bradford, 
performed some good music. 

ScARBOROUGH, Albemarle Chapel.-This 
elegant and commodious structure was 
opened in July, 1867, at which time the 
Sunday school was comparatively small. 
Since that period the number of children 
b!ls risen from 80 to 180, and the erection 
of a larger room becorr,e absolutely 
necessary. This was opened on the 16th 
Dec. last, when 300 persons sat down to 
tea in the new room, w.hicb was beautifully 
decorated for the occasion. After tea the 
pastor, the Rev. J. Lewitt, took the chair 
and stated the circumstances which had 
led to the enlargement, the principal one 
being that a young lady of the congrega­
tion had personally canvassed the streets 
at the back of the chapel to invite parents 
to send their chil<lreo to the school. Mr. 
Comely, the secretary, tLen read a history 
of the school from its commencement, 
more than four years ago, with four 
children and eight teachers, down to the 
present time. Wm. Barry, Esq., treasurer 
of the church, (and the unpaid architect 
of the new building, as well as a liberal 
donor of £50 to the cost,) said that the 
additional expense was £500 and be bad 
received several handsome donations to­
wards it. Very practical addresses were 
then delivered by Dr. Acworth, Uev. T. 
Brook, E. L. Adams, R. H. Bayley, R. 
Balgaroie and J. Coleman and Wm. Stadd, 
Esq., of Bradford. A selection of saered 
music was performed during the evening, 
and several superintendents of other 
schools who were present congratulated 
the friends on this important movement. 
The next day more thnn 200 0hildren took 
tea, gratuitously provirled, and were after­
wards delighted with a magic lantern 
brought by a friend. Parents and chil­
dren were snitably addressed by Thomas 
A_ked_, Esq., of' Harrogate, and Dr. Acworth 
distributed prizes given by him for early 
attendance. The ladies of the church und 
congre~ation had prepared a Christmas 
tree, which was exhibited during both 

days, and the proceeds of which, as well 
as of a stall of ornamental and nsefnl 
needlework, were given to the fund. Jt 
will be interesting to the numerous con­
tributors to the chapel living in varioi,s 
parts of the country to know that two 
gentlemen have generously offered to give 
£200 each on condition that we raise £1;co 
by August next, so as to clear off £1000 
from the existing debt. Vigorous efforts 
are being made to render these munifi­
cent offers available, and the Rev. J. Lewitt 
or Dr. Acworth will be happy to receive 
contributions towards this ohject. 

LONDO~, Commercial Road. - On the 
afternoon of Jan. 5, the Rev. J. G. Pikn, 
late of Regent's Park College, was publicly 
recognised as pastor of the above church. 
After devotional exercises conducted by 
the Revs. B. Preece and H. Finch, the 
Rev. Dr. Landels gave the introductory 
address to the church, and P.ev. Dr. Angus 
proposed the usual questions to the chnrch 
and pastor, which were answered by :Mr. 
Quioey, the senior deacon, and by i\lr. 
Pike. The Rev. Dr. Brock then offereJ 
the ordination prayer, and the Rev. J. C. 
Pike, of Leicester (father of the pastor), 
delivered an impressil'e charge to the 
pastor elect, and the service was concluded 
by the Rev. J.B. Pike, of Plumstead. In 
the evening, the Rev. J. Kennedy, i\I.A., 
presiding, the Rev. J. C. i\Ieans gave ont a 
hymn and offerer! prayer, when the Rev. 
lJr. Angus stated the duty of the church 
to the pastor, and Mr. Quioey gave a 
~ketch of the history of the church aorl 
its former pastors, followed by the Rev. 
E. C. Pike, B.A., of Coventry. The Rev. 
C. Stovel then gave an address " On the 
relation of the church to neighbouring 
churches;'' the Rev. J. Clifford, LL.B., 
'" On the nature and working of Sunday 
schools;" and the Rev. A. G. Brown "On 
the evangelistic work of the church." 
Other neighbouring ministers, amongst 
whom were the Revs. E. Price and R. 
Thomas, expressed their sympathy with 
the people and pastor by their presence; 
and thus concluded a day long to be 
remembered by all present. The attend­
ance was large, especially in the evening. 

CoALVILLE.-On Christmas-day the mem­
bers of the church and congregation took 
tea together, and in n conversational meet­
ing which followed, they considered the 
advisability of making a united effort 
during the year HWO to liquidate the debt 
of £500 now resting on their chapel and 
school-rooms. After a pleas,mt conversa­
tion and discussion, it was agreed to com­
mence at once the necessary preparations 
for holding a bazaar next autumn. The 
officers and a committee were elected, an,1 
the entire proceeds of the tea were given 
to make a start. The spirit manifested 



Intelligen~. 

gh•es l,igh l1ope of nltimnte success to this 
important undertaking. Any help from 
any of our friends in other churches, 
either in money or mate1·ial, for the 
bazaar, will be f(l'atefnlly received and duly 
ncknowledged either by the pastor, W. 
Salter; the treasm·er, Mr. Chas. Starkey; 
or the Hon. Secretiu·y, Mr. J. Bertenshnw. 

DERBY, St. !IIary's Gate.-In compliance 
with a specinl invitation from the pastor 
and deacons of this church, the pastor and 
deacons of the church on the Osmaston 
Road, took tea together on Tuesday even­
ing, Jan. 19, and afterwards spent the 
time in earnest social prayer, when all 
were present. After the two pastors had 
engaged, six of the deacons prayed spon­
taneously, two in succession, one being 
from each church. This was succeeded 
by an address by a deacon from each 
church on the unnnimity experienced. 
Afterwards a committee was specially ap­
pointed for making arrangements for the 
public collections for the year. For the 
information of the brethren the following 
statistics had been selected from the 
Minutes in the possession of the writer, 
and were read at the close of this hallowed 
meeting:-
Number baptized at Brook Street 

from 1792 to 18U, at which time 
the church removed to St. Mary's 
Gate 1018 

Also, from 1845 to 1854, at Brook 
Street, when it was occupied by 
some friends who seceded from 
Sacheveral Street.. 115 

St. Mary's Gate, from l8l2 to 1868 852 
Sacheveral Street, from 1832 to 1861 453 
Osmaston B;oad, from 1802 to 1868 111 

Total 2549 
SHEFFIELD, Cemetery Road.-On Wednes­

day evening,Jan.14, a tea.meeting was held 
in the school-room of the above chapel, in 
connection with the General Baptist Mis­
sion. A bout a hundred and fifty persons sat 
down to a tea provided by the teachers of 
the school. After tea the Rev. H. Wil­
kinson gave an address to the young 
people present. A lecture was afterwards 
given by the Rev. W. Bailer on "Orissa, 
the Palestine of India.'' The chair was 
occupied by Mr. G. H. Hovey. A number 
of useful and ornamental articles were 
exhibited for sale in a.n adjoining class­
room, which had been made by the mem­
bers of the senior classes. The proceeds 
of the sale were in aid of the mission 
cause. The sermons were preached by 
the Rev. H. Wilkinson some few weeks 
ago, but the tea. had to be postponed. 
It is the custom of the secretary, Mr. 
J. F. Hiller, to give prizes to the boy and 
girl who collect the largest amount on 
their respective sides. These prizes were 

awnrded to the following :-W11lter Tyv.ack, 
who collected £3 ls. 7d.; and Snmh 
Walker, £1 15s. 4d. Amos Purrntt col­
lected £2 Us. ld.; and the secretary 
thought he also deserved a rewnrd, conse­
quently three were given this year. The 
total amount of subscriptions and collect­
ing books is about £54. 

Bm:mNGHAlll, Lombard Street.-The an­
ntlRl tea meeting of the congrel(ntion wns 
held ou Monday, Jan. 4. The upper 
school-room w11s filled with a cheerful and 
happy company. Aftei· tea the pastor 
referred to some of the mast important 
incidents of the past year. Amongst these 
were the facts, that in addition to the 
ordinary income of the church, we had 
raised amongst ourselves and friends £170 
towards the new orgnn and alteration in 
the chapel; £250 for the re-erection of the 
chapel at Little Sutton ; £50 towards the 
Foreign Mission ; £20 for Sunday schools; 
and £7 for the College. In the latter part 
of the year religious life becnme more 
earnest than it had been for some time 
past, and this had resulted in an addition 
of twenty-five persons to the church by 
baptism. Brethren Stephen Jones, H. 
Insley, and G. Parker, student at the Col­
lege, addressed the meeting on appro­
priate topics, and in an earnest spirit. 

STALYBRIDGE.-On Lord's-day, Dec. 13, 
two sermons were preached on behalf of 
the Foreign Mission by the Rev. J. Hughes 
(Particular Baptist), of Ashton-under­
Lyne. The sums collected from all sources 
amounted to .£3112s. 3d. 

SNEINl'ON, Eldon Street.-On Lord's. 
day, Jan. 17, two sermons were preached 
to crowded congregations in the above 
place of worship by the Rev. J. Green­
wood, M.A., of Nottingham, when collec­
tions were made on behalf of the cause. 
This is the secon<l anniversary held at the 
above place since the commencement. 
God has crowned our efforts for beyond 
the expectation of the most sanguine. 
During the two years of our existence we 
have added to our number forty-three 
individuals, making our total number 
fifty-seven. 
[QuERY.-IB this a separate church P ora branch 

of one of the Nottingham churchesP-En.J 
LouTH, Eastgate.-On J,ord's-day, Jan. 

10th, the Rev. Giles Hester preached our 
Sunday school anniversary sermons. On 
the following Monday a public meeting 
was held, at which speeches were delivered 
by the Revs. Giles Hester, W. Chapman, 
C. Payne, and other friends. 

CRossLEY's ORPHAN Ho:im.-It inny be 
perhaps interesting to some of our readers 
to know, that the eldest son of our late 
brother, John Orissa Goadby, has been 
admitted into this institution at the com­
mencement of the present session. 
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BARROWDEN.-On Sunday, Jan. 3, the 
scholars of the Genernl Baptist Sunday 
school received their annuo.l rewards­
between sixty and seventy receiving nice 
bool<s. In the evening six scholars were 
dismissed, and were each presented with a 
Bible by the Rev. J. Hedges with suitable 
addresses. A circulating library was 
opened for the use of the school. It is 
intended to establish a library for the 
village. 

SHORE, near Todmorden.-The annual 
tea meeting was held on Christmas-day. 
After an excellent tea. the friends met in 
the large school-room, which was crowded 
to excess. The pastor presided. The 
audience gave many signs of pleasure and 
approval, while listening to the recitations, 
music, and speeches, and then left for 
home after spending a very pleasing and 
profitable evening together. 

BAPTISMS. 

LoNDON, Commercial Road.-On Lord's­
day evening, Jan. 3, our pastor, the Rev. 
J. G. Pike, baptized ten persons, who were 
all received into the fellowship of the 
church. and participated in the commu­
nion of the Lord's supper. It was truly 
" a season of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord." 

CoALVILLE.-Oct. 18, three were baptized 
after a sermon by the minister on the 
comp•rison between the baptism into 
Moses and into Christ (1 Cor. x. 1, 2). 
Dec. 13, two were baptized after a dis­
course on the conversion of the Pbilippian 
ja.ilor and his household ( Acts xvi. 33 ). 
, STOKE•ON-TREN'.P.-Aug. 23, seven were 
baptized by Rev. W. March. 

DERBY, Osmaston Road.-Nov. 1, seven 
were baptized and added to the church; 
and on Jan. 3, nine more were received by 
baptism. 

LouTH, Eastgate.-Jan. 3, two persons 
who had been previously baptized were 
received into fellowship by the Rev. C. 
Payne. 

STALYBRIDGE.-On SnndRy, .Jan. 10, one 
young person from the Sunday school was 
baptized after the morning service. 

BIRMINGHAM, Lombard Street.-Nov. 25, 
nine were baptized by the Rev . .John Har­
rison; and on Dec. 30, six more. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT. -.Jan. 3, the Rev. 
J. P. Tetley baptized three, two of whom 
were from the Sunday school. 

THE COLLEGE. 

The following sums have been received 
for the current expenses of the College. 

£ s. d. 
Stoke-upon-Trent 6 ti 0 
Spalding 9 16 0 
Rev. R. Y. Roberts 20 0 0 
The Students 4 0 0 
Kegworth • . 3 16 4 

The Rev. C. Clark, formerly a Chilwell 
student, and recently minister of Broad­
mead chapel, Bristol, has accepted a second 
call to become pastor of one of the Baptist 
churches in Melbourne, Australia. On the 
25th of last month, while paying a farewell 
visit to friends in N ottingbam, he con­
sented to preach a sermon in Stoney-street 
chapel on behalf of the College, in testi­
mony of his regard for its welfare. The 
proceeds of the collection made on the 
occo.sion will be appropriated to the im­
provement of the College Library. 

Jnfts nn ~uhlit ®btnfa. 
IN reference to Home Affo.irs, mention may 
be made of the unusual mildness of the 
season. Contrary to the forebodings of 
the prophets of evil, we have bad but little 
hardness in the weather of the present 
winter, and thus the provender for the 
cattle has not failed, while the labour of 
men has not been interrupted. In London, 
pauperism has increased to an almost 
alarming degree. In consequence of the 
completion of certain great works numbers 
of men have been thrown out of work, 
and the state of trade is the subject of 
general complaint. In the provinces, too, 
numbers have been reduced to what is 
called "short time:" and the price of la­
bour ho.s been in some cases lowered. 

Politically considered the month has 
been comparatively co.lm. The country 

ho.s been resting after the excitement of 
the general election, excepting where mem­
bers, in consequence of taking office, have 
had to seek re-election. High hopes o.re 
entertained tho.t tbe new Administration 
will be able to pursue a successful course 
of beneficial legislation: and these hopes 
are based partly on the excellences of the 
men who compose it, and partly on their 
eminence as politicians and o.dministrators. 
If England e,·er had reason for gratitude 
to God on o.ccount of her senators the pre­
sent is that time. The greater portion of 
them are known to be thoroughly religious 
men, who have accepted office in the fear 
of God, and with a determination to Jo 
righteously. The Christian character of 
the Premier is beyond all suspicion. The 
Lord Chancellor has been distinguished 
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for years as a devoted Sunday school 
teacl;er; and not to single out others by 
name, we rnni· advert to one whose whole 
pnst career has been as luminous as his 
nnme imports. We cannot say anything 
more cornplin.entary of Mr. Bright than 
what was said of him by l\Ir. Trevelyan, 
one of 1 he Ci\'il Lords of the Admiralty:­
" J\lr. Gladstone has had many compli­
ments paid him in his time; but he never 
had a greater than when llfr. Bright joined 
his Administration. He has not entered 
on his new phase of existence lightly, or 
indeed ioifully. ' Some partial friends of 
mine,' he sais, 'have said that I ha Ye 
earned all this by my long senices in the 
P"pular cause. They kuow not what they 
say. Tuey would add labour to labour, 
and compensate a life of service by a 
double responsibility.' He is right. We 
are not destined to sail in smooth waters. 
It is not a fool's paradise that we are en­
tering upon, but a field of hard work a-day 
troubles. We are not coming into pos­
session of a Utopia, but of a Canaan full 
of Litttr enemies to be fought, and dubious 
allies to be shunned. There are plenty of 
dangers and temptations in store for us. 
Happily Mr. Bright is one who, in the 
darkest days, was ever the champion of 
truth. 
" He dared to stand beside her 
When craven churls deride her; 
To face a lie in a=s, and not to yield. 
That shows methinks God's plan 
And measure of a stalwart man, 
Limbed like the old heroic creeds; 
'W110 stands self-poised on nature's solid earth; 
Not forced to frame excuses for his birth, 
Fed from within with all the strength he needs." 
And as he was her tribune then, so he will 
be her champion now. If he walked with 
her when in rags, he will not desert her 
now when she goes for a season in silk 
attire.. If the Government so acts that it 
retains him in its ranks, it is pretty certain 
thnt as it now excites the people's hopes, 
80 in the fulness of time it will have earned 
the people's gratitude." 

Turning from the State to the Church 
we find continued conflict and increasing 
a~itation. Religious opinion among the 
E°stablisbed Clergy is developing itself 
most strangely, and their practise is as­
suming forms which must lead, before 
long, either to more decided Romanism, 
or to positive Dissent. "Every plant," 
said Christ, " which my heavenly Father 
bath not planted shall be rooted up." And 
if the Church of England, so called, is one 
of those weeds and suckers which inter­
fere with the growth and fruitfulness of 
better things, it must in time be removed. 
We notice the following occurrences :-

At All Saints', Margaret Street, an ex­
traordinary sermon was preached by the 

Rev. W. N. Richards from Psalms cxxxix. 
21, 22. The preacher dwelt on the deci­
sion of the Jmliciul Committee of the 
Conrt of Privy Council against the Ritua­
listic practices of the St. Alban's clergy. 
This High Judici11I Court he de11ounced as 
"the mere creature of Parliament," which 
had set aside the decision of the Court of 
Arche~, called by way of distinction, "the 
Churches own Court.'' A distinction alto­
gether unwarruuted, since the one is as 
much the creature of Parliament as the 
other. He spoke oft.he suit in this Court 
as instituted nominally against ceriain 
ceremonial adjuncts of divine worship, but 
really against the doctrine of the Reul 
Presence. The ceremonies, he says, are a 
mode of teaching that doctrine; the altar 
lights, for instance, signify that Christ is 
the light of the world-consequently the 
forbidding of their use is "a contradiction 
of that most holy truth" 11 He called on 
bis congregation to do all they could to get 
rid of that most unjust Court, which ought 
not to be tolerated for one moment by 
Englishmen, and also to do their utmost 
to teach the doctrine of the Real Presence 
in all its fulness by the means which are 
yet allowed. Among these means be 
specified the adoption of every gesture 
calculated to show their belief in the in­
carnation of our dear Lord. Thus in 
singing that part of the Creed which says 
He was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of 
the Virgin Mary, they must openly mani­
fest their faith by kneeling. But especially 
he adds, "Let me pray you for reverence' 
sake never, unless illness obliges you, 
never to sit down while your Lord LIES BE­

FORE YOU ON THE ALTAR" ! I 
Mr. Mackonochie, the leading clergy­

man of St Albans, has addressed a long 
letter to the papers, of which the following 
is a part:-" I suppose every one has, 
more or less, been thinking over the ques­
tion of Establishments. If I may judge 
from the reception which was given to B 

few w0rds of mine at the meeting of Tues­
day in Freemason's Tavern, the conviction 
is gaining ground that the time has come 
for the Church to claim deliverance from 
the yoke of State control. I do not believe 
it to he a question belonging to any politi­
cal school; for I constantly find myself at 
one, on this point, with men of views dif. 
fering as widely as possible from one 
another and myself on political questions. 
Even if we look at the n,atte, from a State 
point of view, the principle for which we 
contend lies deeper than any differences of 
rr.odern politics; for, thus regarded, an 
equitable union of Church and State is 
only possible when the two terms are co­
extensive. In o.ny other ease, one of two 
difficulties will arise-either the influence 
of the Church in the affairs of the State 
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will be n burden to those suhjects of the 
State who do not beloTJg to her pale, or 
else (which is the more probable alterun­
tive) the yoke of th_e State _will press 
heavily upon the consr1ence of tne Church. 
'l'he English Establishment dates from a 
tirue when the two were co-extensive; and 
a continuance of this condition was as­
sumed at the Reformation, but has not 
been realized, nor will any one dare to 
predict that it is likely to be realized. So 
that even from this point of view, the 
unidn 'lf Church and State is an anachro­
nism, and ought to be swept away. But it 
is in the interest of religion solely, not in 
that of politics, that the question has to 
be viewed by us. What right has the 
spouse of Christ to ally herself with the 
powers of the world? Surely to do so is 
to commit that terrible spiritual adultery 
against which her Lord has so often warned 
her. If the State be unbelieving-and I 
suppose no one wishes to impose upon the 
ruling bodies in the English State (except 
upon the Crown itself) the name of Chris­
tian-the very idea is au otfe1Jce to the 
dullest spiritual instinct; and yet, if we 
take the opposite hypothesis, we sholl, I 
think, find it wor~e. A Christian State is 
the child of the Church. It is of the 
Church in such a State that each individual 
is" begotten again of God in Christ Jesus;" 
it is by her that each is fed; by ber prayer 
and blessing tbat all State acts seek for 
help from God; by her anointing that the 
Sovereign is set apart for the high func­
tions of government. Can we, then, de­
fend adultery between a mother and her 
son? Such I believe to be, and always to 
have been, the nature of union between 
Church and State. Doubtless the State 
owes to the Church all the affectionate 
care and support that a dutiful son can 
give to his mother. But this is not the 
theory of E-stablishment. The Jewish 
Church began to fall from God, and ulti­
mately sank into idolatry, from the time 
that it became au Establisbment in the 
reign of Saul. The reign of Constantine 
was the beginning of the decline of Chris­
tianity in spiritual things, quite as much 
as it was the beginning of its rise in tem­
poral granileur. Nor do I think that the 
State bas suffered less than the Church 
from the alliance; but I must not prolong 
my letter b_y the discussion of this ques­
tion. Let us, then, as citizens as well as 
Chnrchmen, move every power to obtain a 
dissolution of this ungodly alliance. Why 
should not petitions to Parliament, and 
memorials to Convocation, be ready by the 
commencement of the session? Then, by 
the tune that Parliament meets again after 
Easter, other memorials might be ready, 
a_nd thus tbe question be thoroughly ven­
tilated. I feel that it is impossible to urge 

this matter too strongly. The limits of a 
letter in your columns prevent me frnm 
doing more than barely indicate crudely 
some of the thoughts which have long 
been in my own mind. I trust other 
bands more able than mine will take np 
the suhject, and show further grounds for 
the action which seems so desirable. Once 
free from State control, we shall begin, I 
trust, to feel, as a body, and not merely as 
iudividuals, that we belong to a i<ingdom 
which• is not of this world.' Our bishops 
will know that their power is that of 1 he 
servants of Christ, not of lords of Parlia­
ment; we of the clergy shall be free frorn 
the temptations to worldly gain and am­
bition with which an Establishment sur­
rounds men, and our people will receive or 
reject us for Christ's sake, not as ministers 
appointed by the State." 

In the last course of the Bampton Lec­
tures, by Dr. George l\Ioberly, just pub. 
lished, tbe doctrine of the Beal Presence 
is as plainly advocated as these extreme 
Ritualists could desire. Let the following 
passage be considered: "Briefly, Baptism 
is the sacrament of diffusion: the Holy 
Eucharist is the s,1crament of perpetnal 
reunion in and with Christ. That divine 
nourishment is the body and blood of 
Christ. It is hardly possible to pass by 
quite without notice the extreme diversity 
of opinion of churches and doct, rs on this 
most sacred, and in its general terms un­
questioned doctrine. I will therefore only 
say that the ancient doctrine of the Church, 
and as I read it, tbe unquestionable iloc­
trine of the Church of England, is th,,t the 
spiritual presence of the body and blood of 
our Lord in the Holy Communion is ob. 
jective and real. I do not see bow we can 
consent, with Hooker and Wuterland, to 
limit authoritati\"ely that presence to the 
heart of the receiver, for the words of tl,e 
Lord in the institution seem to forbi,l such 
a gloss." Such is the deliverance of the 
author who in 1868 was olected to prench 
the series of eight sermons for the speci,11 
purpose of "confirming and ,•stublishing 
the Christian faith, and confuting all here­
tics and schismatirs" I The particular sub­
ject of these Sermons is entitled, "The 
Administration of the Holy Spirit in the 
Body of Christ.'' And the theory lai,l 
down is that the Spirit which was poured 
forth on the day of Pentecost on those 
who then formed the Church of the living 
God has ever since been in the miJst of 
that Church by reason, or by means of the 
Sacraments, when they are duly adminis­
tered by divinely desce11derl men. These 
men are, of course, the bishops anJ clergv, 
not so much as a distinct caste, bnt as iu 
some way standing for the whole cougre­
gation of the faithful. 
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Lo~o·---:-"·ELLs.-On Christmas-day, at 
the Baptist chapel, Coningshr, by the 
Rev. Wm. Sharman, Mr. John Long of 
l3arnethy, to Sarah Ann, youngest dangl;ter 
ot the late Mr. Wm. Wells, of Coningsby. 

ALFRED BARKER, BRADFORD, 

Became convinced of sin during some re­
vi\'al services held at Tetley Street, Brad­
ford, when the Rev. T. Horsfield was pas­
tor. Hence he was one of my first in­
quirers thirteen years ago. His public 
confession of the Saviour was made on 
April 6th, 1856. In several respects that 
day was peculiarly interesting. It was the 
first time of my baptizing at Bradford, 
and I bad nine believers to baptize. I had 
come to reap in this great harvest-field, 
and these were my first sheaves. .\s a 
fisherman, I had come to try to catch men, 
and these were my first draught. It was a 
delightful day. Then the mother and 
sister of our yonug brother were baptized 
with him. What a joyous sight! Three 
precious souls so nearly related all con­
fessing the Saviour together! He dearly 
loveJ the house of God. Hence, whoever 
saw his seat vacant? As a rule he was 
always there. There was no spot on earth 
so dear to him as that enclosed within 
these hallowed walls. His love to his 
Christian friends was intense. He loved 
them with a pure heart, fervently; and by 
this it was manifest that he was one of 
Christ's disciples. I believe he never 
spoke a disrespectful word of any one. 
He was no backbiter. His love to the 
brethren waq seen in his associating with 
them, speaking kindly to them and of 
them, and seeking their general prosperity, 
He ever sought to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace, and rejoict>d to 
participate in the goodness arising from 
such a condition. He was an active Chris­
tian. He was one who believed in ~iving 
as welJ as receiving-in giving time, labour, 
and money. As a teacher, superintendent, 
deacon, and occasional preacher, he la­
boured. Bear in mind he was only thirty 
years of age, and yet in all these offices he 
so laboured as to purchase to himself a 
good degree, and great boldness iu the 

MITCHELL.-SOUTHWELL.-On Jan. 1, 
at the Baptist chapel, Shore, by the Rev. 
J. llfoden, Mr. Ormerod Mitchell, of 
Hartley.royd, to Miss Mary Ann South­
well, of Blue Bell, Stnns"field. 

faith which is in Christ Jesus. He seemed 
to hear the divine voice constantly saying 
'.' W~atsoever t!1y hand findeth to do, d~ 
it with thy might._'' Our belo_v~d young 
brother was a burmng and a shmmg Jiaht 
Hi~ . loving spirit, genial manners, :nd 
sm1hng countenance, favourably impressed 
all_ who had anything to do with him. 
With the talents, position, and prospect~ 
of our brother, what were we not war­
ranted in expecting? But, alas ! his suu 
has gone down while it was yet day I And 
what a setting. The ch·cumstances of it 
are most affecting. He was married on 
Nov. 3rd, and died on the 14.th of the same 
month ; so tlrnt he was married ·and dead 
in less than two weeks I 

And then, to add to our grief his sister 
who :was baptized with him, upon hearing 
of his &udden death, was attacked with 
heart disease, and died just one week after 
him; having only been married eight 
months. Thus Nancy and Alfred •• were 
lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in 
their deaths were not divided." 

They are now in heaven I They have 
en_tered into Chri~t•s joy, a_re sitting upon 
His throne, and will share m His glory for 
ever. But they are now speaking to us all 
and they say, "The time is short: it re'. 
maineth, that both they that have wives be 
as though they had none; and they that 
weep, as though !.hey wept not; and they 
that buy, as tho_ugh they bought not; and 
they that use this world, as not abusing it: 
for the fashion of this world passeth away.'' 

B. WooD, 

H~vEs.-Deo. 19, in the nineteenth year 
of his age, Walter Hayes, a scholar in the 
General Baptist Sunday school, Cemetery 
Road, Sheffield. He was the son of God fear­
ing parents, and for the last nine years 
attended the above school. The inf\11ence 
of this attendance was clearly manifested 
as he grew up towards manhood. He was 
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80 intelligent, conscientious, and promis­
ing yonng mnn, B considerate, obedient 
son, and an affectionate brother. He was 
endowed with a high sense of morality, 
and was not easily drawn aside into what 
be considered morally wrong, even by the 
dearest friend. Being of a quiet reserved 
turn of"mind, be did not, before bis illness, 
openly avow his attachment to the Saviour; 
but subsequent events amply proved that 
the "root of the matter" was in him. 
Although naturally so reserved, his power 
of attaching others to him was surprisingly 
evidenced during the last few weeks of bis 
life. Missed from the school it soon be­
came known that he was ill, and many 
were the inquiries respecting his state. 
He was constantly visited by the young 
men who were his class-mates; and the 
intelligence of his death had a softening 
effect upon the whole school. Under a 
sense of his responsibility he had under­
taken the instruction of one of a number 
of week evening class2s, formed in con­
nection with the Sunday school. The 
pupils in this class-some of them older 
than himself-soon became much attached 
to him. He was very fond of the Sunday 
school, and often spoke at home of the 
kindness he met with there; and was in 
the habit of repeating to bis parents the 
lessons he had been learning rn bis class. 
In childhood be was delicate, and never 
did become strong and robust. About the 
middle of November he caught cold, which 
resulted in an affection of the throat. The 
following is an extract from the Sunday 
School Report read at the annual tea 
meeting on Christmas-day. Speaking of 
the removal of Walter Hayes, the report 
says-" In bis death we have sustained a 
loss, but our loss is his eternal·gain. His 
illness was borne with Christian fortitude, 
and his end was a most triumphant one; 
such as all might pray, • Jet my last end be 
like his.' About a week before his decease 
be said he would like the Lord to raise 
him up agnin, and to make him useful in 
His church, of which he fully intended to 
seek membership, but he was quite willing 
t~ die. As his physical strength declined 
b1~ faith and hope increased in proportion. 
His heart and flesh failed, but God wns 
the strength of his heart, and his portion, 
When bis end drew nigh he declared that 
b~ felt the Lord Jesus was very near to 
him, ~nd repeatedly expressed to bis friends 
how rntense was bis love to Jesus, and that 
he had wholly trusted his soul to Him. 
~!most his last breath was used in breath­
mg the name of Jesus.'' Seeina the dis­
tress of his father, who ministe"red night 
and d~y- to both bis temporal and spiritual 
necessities-and of bis mother who was 
well nigh heart broken by the threatened 

loss of her first-born-Walter entreated 
them not to be cast down, as he would 
soon be in glory. He called for his 
brothers and beg~ed them to be good lads, 
and to be sure to meet him in heaven. 
He then began to sing, " My Jesus I love 
thee, I know thou art mine," and soon 
afterwards, with heaven beaming in his 
face, be,11weetlv" fell asleep." J. H. R. 

SNOWDEN.-nec. 10, at East Butterwick, 
Lincolnshire, Mr. Alfred Snowden, a worthy 
m.ember of the General Baptist church 
there. He was baptized in June, 18611. 
Though his connection with the church 
was of short duration, bis removal was 
much deplored. His illness was short but 
painful. By a paralytic stroke be was 
taken away from bis wife aod seven be­
loved children at the early age of thirty­
tb ree. 

BuTTERICK.-Dec. 14, at Crowle, Lin­
colnshire, suddenly, Mr. Belton Butterick, 
aged sixty-two years. He left home for 
service in early life, and was in the habit 
of attending the General Baptist chapel at 
Butterwick. He dated his conversion to 
God from a sermon preached one week 
evening by our beloved but now sainted 
friend the late Rev. J. F. Winks, of Leices­
ter, when on a journey to bis native town 
at Gainsborough. He was baptized in the 
river Trent, which flows through Butter­
wick on its way to the Humber, May 31, 
1832, and united with the church ot Christ 
at But.terwick. He removed to Amcotts, 
thence to Crowle, in Lincolnshire, and 
united with the church there. He was of 
an eminently meek and quiet spirit. 
Though not free from imperfections, it was 
manifest that he was a sincere follower of 
Christ. His death was improved at Crowle 
and Butterwick, to crowded congregations, 
by the Rev. J. Stutterd, from Acts vii. 60. 

SMITH.-Jan. 2, at Kegworth, Mrs. Mary 
Smith, the beloved wife of Mr. John Robert 
Smith, deacon of the Baptist church, Keg. 
worth. She was much esteemecl by her 
pastor and her Christian friends. She 
'' sleeps in Jei:HlR," aged thirty-eight. 

MuFFIT.-Eliz. Muffit, Keg-worth, de­
parted this life, Dec., ltl08, aged seven teen. 
She was one of the singers at the Baptist 
chapel. She "finished her course with 
joy." Some beautiful and affecting pieces 
were sung after her funeral. 

HALLAM.-Nov. !lO, at Rotbley, aged 
seventy-eight, Thomas Hnllam, greatly re­
spected. He was for many years n mem­
ber of the General Baptist church. His 
last words words were, "0, how happy!" 

DEACON.-Jun. 7, in the seventy-tbinl 
year of her nge, Ann, rnlict of the lt,te l\Ir. 
S. Deacon, Hotel Street, Leicester, and 
elder daughter of the late Mr. Robert 
Burbidge, of Quorndon, Leicestershire. 



THB A YR COMMITTEE IN AID 
OF THE ORISSA .i\llSSION. 

TnE following communication has been 
sent to us bv the Ayr Commiittee for 
publication. ·we gladly record in our 
pages the results of their noble and 
generous effort. 

ARRIVAL IN INDTA1 AND SALE OF THE 

BOXES OF GOODS SE!ST FROM AYR. 

The missionaries at Cuttack, in Orissa, 
wrote to the Committee in Ayr, Scot-
lancl, on the 8th of August, saying that 
the Committee's letter of 22nd June, 
with the list of articles containerl in the 
boxes, which had heen sent to Calcutta 
by the Clyde ship City of C,uhmere, had 
been received on the 28th July, a day 
most solemn and eventful to the Mission 
in Orissa, for that day their bdoved 
brother, the Rev. J. 0. Goadby, was 
laid in the silent grave, leaving behind 
him a widow and five young children. 
This godly missionary appeared to be 
the strongest of the small band of la­
bourers in that large field, and his 
removal took place within a year from 
the death of the youngest, the wife of the 
Rev. T. Bailey, a most promising young 
missionary lady. Thus severely has it 
pleased God to prune this small tree of 
hope, which He bas planted, and that, 
too, at a time when the most extraordi­
nary demands are made upon its ener­
gies; and, looking to these afll,ctions, 
the missionaries say-" Surely after these 
repeated trials and bereavements we 
shall enjoy special mercies and witness 
extensive success." Nor bas this been 
an empty boast, for another letter, of 
24th Sept., says-" Amidst all our trials 
we have the Master's presence, and may 
thankfully say, with John Wesley, 'the 
best of all is, God is with us.' At all 
our stations there are pleasing manifesta­
tions of anxi~ty after salvation. At 
Berbampore brother Taylor ie rejoicing 
in additions to the church ; at Cuttack, 
here, a goodly number are asking the 
way to Zion; and at Piplee eleven are 
canllidates for church fellowship. But 
we need urgently more labourers, and 
the Lord of the harvest can send them, 
both men and women, and we believe 
He will do so." In this letter the Rev. 
Mr. Buckley says for hiwself-" It is 
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twenty-four years to-day since I reached 
my station and entered ou the blessed 
work, which is dearer to me as years 
pass away. My beloved wife has been 
~mployed three years longer, and loves 
It more and more. It is a time, with 
devoted thaukfulness and hope, to write 
with a full heart, Ebenezer." , 

The arrival and sale of the boxes of 
goods is announced in the following 
letter:-

" To the Ladies' CommitteP. in Ayr, 
tcotland, and to all the friends who 
assisted in sending help to the Orissa 
Mission. 

Cnttack, East Indies, 
Oct. 29, 1868. 

Dear friends in Christ,-May grace 
and peace be multiplied unto you, 
throngh the knowledge of God and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. You have already 
heard of the deeply afflicting circum­
stances under which your letter of 22n d 
June was received here, and no doubt 
much tender and sympathetic emotion 
was called forth when you heard that it 
was delivered a few hours before a 
beloved missionary brother was com­
mitted to the grave. We are sure that 
you have remembered at the mercy-seat 
our widowed sister, her five fatherlefS 
children, and poor Orissa deprived of 
one of ber few labourers. 

And first I shall say that, in prospect 
of the arrival of the C'lses, the three 
brethren here met and agreed to request 
the sisters connected with the Mi~sion 
to form themselves into a committee, 
including Mrs. Lacey and Mrs. Bond, 
and having power to add to their num­
ber, so that when the articles were 
received they might be disposed of at the 
earliest period, and in the most advan­
tageous way. Our junior brother, Mr. 
T. Il<1iley, was appointed secretary. We 
had much anxious consideration as to 
whether we should avail ourselves of the 
permission you kindly gave to have one 
or more of the boxes opeued, and the 
contents disposed of in Calcutta, or else­
where; but on the whole, we preferred 
having them all brought to Cuttack, and 
we are now satisfied that this was the 
wisest and best course. The difficulty 
we felt arose from the very abundant 
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snpply of articles which the Lord stirred 
up your hearts to give for the good 
cause, and we were not without fears 
that difficulty woulrl be felt in satisfac­
torily disposing of them, a11d that y,,u 
might feel some disappointment at the 
issue; for though we have bad many 
mission bazaars at Cuttack, we have 
been thankful and satbfied when 500 or 
600 rupees bas been realized. The 
largest we have had, which was six or 
seven years ago, realized about 800 ru­
pees (£80), and I cannot forget that we 
were indebted then to some dear friends 
who have zealously laboured on this 
occasion. lu prospect of having to dis­
pose of articles more than four times the 
amount of our large~t bazaar, we natu­
rally felt very anxious; still we hoped 
that, as the Lord bad incited you to seud 
them, He would dispose others to be 
purchasers, nor have we been disap­
pointed. 

The five cases were received in good 
condition on Saturday evening, the 3rd 
inst., aud opened 011 the following Mon­
day morning-the time of the bazaar 
being fixed for the 15th and two follow­
ing days. The ladies thought it wise to 
affix a moderate price to the articles, in 
the hope of securing a ready sale. It 
was also felt, in regard to many of the 
articles, that if left uusold, they would 
soon be considerably damaged, and in 
that way great loss would be s11stained. 
The utmost publicity was given to the 
in tended bazaar, and circulars were sent 
out much more widely thau on any 
former occasion. The preparation for 
the display of the articles· in the college, 
to the best adva!ltage, involved much 
labour. But it was labour of love to all 
who were engaged in it. The college 
presented a very beautiful appearance. 
I wish you could have looked on the 
scene. It would have delighted and 
cheered yonr hearts. It was a collec­
tion which, for beauty, variety, and 
utility, had never been seen before in 
Orissa. Several ladies in the station 
k_indly responded to invitations to pre­
side at the stalls. I may mention them. 
~lrs. Ravenshaw, wife of the Commis­
sioner; Mrs. Owen, wife of the Colonel 
commanding the 37th Grenadiers; l\1rs. 
Crommelin, wife of the Superintending 
E11;;meer, D.P.W.; and l\lrs. Philips, 
wtle of the Chief Accountant. They 
~ere assisted by the sisters in the l\lis­
swn here, and by Mrs. Goadby and Miss 

Packer, who came in for the occasion 
from Piplee, and who rendered much 
valuable a~sistance. The sale realized 
rupees 2.935 (about £293), hnt included 
about £15 for articles left from former 
b~zaars; and the Custom-house charge 
at Calcutta on the boxes was £20 13s. 
There are articles remaining valued at 
about £60, which we hope may be sold 
with the other articles you sent through 
the Secretary, Mr. Pike, the home value 
of which is £17 8:i., and which are 
coming in the Shannon. 

As another regiment is coming to 
Cuttack, we do not intend to reduce the 
prices on the articles that remain. The 
sales have exceeded our most sanguine 
expectations, aud we feel that we ought 
to be devoatly thankful to Him who has 
graciously established the work of your 
and our hands. The attendance, espe­
cially on the first day, was very large 
and respectable. Tbe dolle and other 
toys sold remarkably well; great as was 
the number, not one was left. The 
wheels of life all sold, though hardly so 
readily as we had supposed. The three 
time-pieces soon sold, aud most of the 
dresses, bonnets, &c., &c. Some of the 
books remain, but more were sold than 
we bad expected. On the whole, we 
feel that we have much reason to 'thank 
God and take courage.' 

I may add that the rajah of Athgnr 
sent one of his agents, who made several 
purchases; and the rajah of Denkanal 
sent a very polite letter, expres,ive of 
his regret that he could not be present, 
but be hoped that when he came to Cut­
tack he should have the opportunity of 
seeing the unsold articles, and of pur­
chasing such as he approved. 

It now only remains that we express 
our hearty acknowledgments for what 
you have done, and our devout thankful­
ness to Him who inclined you to do it. 
You will be rejoiced to hear that, 
though our trials have been many and 
severe, the Lord is sending showers of 
blessings, and that it j, likely the addi­
tions to the church this year will be 
larger than in any year since the es­
tabli,hment of the Mi::sion. 

'l)raiso God from whom u.11 blessings How.' 

In behalf of the brethren and sisters of 
the Orissa Mission, 

Believe me yours affectionately 
in Christ, 

(Signed) JOHN BUCKLEY." 
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The Ayr Committee, in publishing the 
above, have to add that the total home 
value of the boxes sent from Scotland 
was £332 15s. 5d., beside which, £16 78. 
in money, and the sum of £20, also in 
money, from the Dublin Street church, 
in Edinburgh, was sent through the 
Secretary to the society in England; in 
all making, as the resnlt of our February 
appeal, the sum of £369 2s. 5d., which, 
considering that the profits made by 
higher prices in India are swallowed up 
by Custom-house charges, is likely to be 
the sum total credited to the Mission. 
And the Committee record, with deep 
thankfulness to God, that things which, 
by His grace, were only set about find­
ing in many a home in all Great Britain 
during the month of February last, were 
sold in Oris8a only eight months after! 
l! is the doing of the Lord. To His 
nall!e be the glory; and to all who have 
assisted in this good work may there be 
His blessing. 

It may be proper here to mention 
that the Secretary in this country for the 
Orissa Mission is the Rev. J. C. Pike, of 
Leicester, in England, who will gladly 
receive contributions towards the Mis­
sion at any time; or if forwarded to 
Lieut.-Colonel S. D. Young, of Green 
Lodge, in Ayr, the contributions will at 
once be forwarded to the Secretary. 

Ayr, 5th December, 1868. 

LETTER FROM THE REV. T. H. 
HUDSON, OF NINGPO, CHINA, 
TO THE REV. R. INGHAM, 
OF HALIFAX. 

I H&VE frequently thought of Dr. Morri­
son Jiving in seclusion at Canton, behind 
a screen, for seven or eight years, that 
he might be concealed from the keen gaze 
of public spies, and have no interruption 
to bis studies for the good of this nation. 
Nor is the conduct of Dr. Marshman 
less worthy of admiration in Calcutta, or 
Serampore, who, closeted with a single 
teacher, could spend years of hard toil 
over Chinese symbols, to translate the 
sacred Scriptures, and produce other 
literary works, the advantages of which 
should last to the end of time. They 
rejoiced to ~ee tbe day of Jesus, and 
w2re glad to recognize Hirn who said, 
"Venly, verily, I say unto you, before 
Abraham was, I am." Tllough dead, 

they may yet be spoken of, and they yet 
speak to us in emphatic strains, "Go for­
ward, possess the land, and enjoy the abun­
dant glories of His promised triumphs." 

The ambassadors of Christ, and the 
heralds of salvation, have ample instruc­
tions to guide their action in the field of 
missions. We cannot go astray from the 
path of duty through ignorance. Way­
ward fancies, ingenious speculations, and 
the flitterings of earthly fame, must not 
be allowed to intrude upon us to the 
neglect of the weightier matters involved 
in the salvation of souls. The import of 
our message is to preach the gospel to 
every creature. The first principles of 
the lively oracles of God,-repentance 
towards God, faith in the cross of Christ, 
and holiness to the Lord to prepare for 
heaven, are the great topics for the pre­
sent time. Controversies mav arise 
soon enough among the people, and may 
be let alone for a few generations. The 
foundation well laid, let us go on to per­
fection in our missionary work, leaving 
novel schemes and other inquiries of less 
importance to those who are fond of de­
ciding matters of donbVul disputation. 
Confucian sceptics will find the most 
effectual answer iu the practical results 
of evangelical religion. Thousands have 
erred from the truth, like lost sheep; 
and to bring them back to the Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls is the honourable 
occupation of the christian missionary. 
"Let him know, that he who converteth 
the sinner from the error of his way, 
shall save a soul from death, and hide a 
multitude of sins" (James v. 20). 

Probably there is one point in our mis­
sionary course to which we have not 
attached sufficient importance. Its very 
obvious propriety has prevented ns from 
neglecting entirely the course adopted by 
apostolic men. Have we, however, ever 
carefully studied its mighty efficiency, 
when the fallow ground is broken and 
the seeds of the Saviour's kingdom are 
widely sown? In the twenty-fourth 
chapter of Luke we have an interesting 
passage quoted in my last letter. The 
apostolic messengers_ of mercy were to 
begin at Jerusalem, the holy city of the 
Jews, amidst a dl'generaled people, and 
the scolfers and persecutors of our Lord. 
No doubts, no unbelief, must prevent 
them from standing in the tem pie, and 
declaring all the words of life and salva• 
tion to a self-righteous nation. Men al;o 
from various countries were gathered at 
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Jerusalem, where they heard the glad 
tidings of salvation, to be carried by 
them to their native landd. 

Within the last fow years, wbat an 
amazing extension we have had of the 
missionary fields for christian labourers I 
India has long been occupied with scien­
tific and christian workers. Give China 
similar men and means, and she will ex­
ceed others in evaagelization results. 
Then yon have Barmab, where the truth 
has gained extensive victories. Burmah 
they are now connecting with Yunnan, 
the south-west province of China, which 
will facilitate our intercourse with the 
people of both nations for various pur­
poses. Then you have Japan, with thirty 
millior:.s of pagans; and last, not least, 
China, with her three hundred millions, 
besides Mongolia, and the rude nations 
of the north and west, with whom, a few 
years ago, you could have no commercial 
dealings, and no friendly intercourse for 
preaching the gospel of the grace of God. 
Truly the world now presents a wide 
field, the harvest is truly great, and tbe 
labourers are very few. (Luke x.1-20) 

Few, indeed, are the labourers in num­
ber, and weak' in strength, amidst the 
millions who are the firm adherents of 
ancient and false philosophies, and the 
superstitions devotees of gross idolatries. 
The records of the church, however, give 
ample proof that they have not laboured 
in vain. These are but a few drops be­
fore the gracious showers of blessings,­
a few wave-sheaves, as signals, before 
the glorious harvests are ready for the 
reapers. Has Jesus "all power in 
heaven and in earth?" Is gospel truth 
tbe power of God unto salvation? Are 
the predictions and promises based on 
the unchanging nature and unimpeach­
able veracity of the God of grace and 
love? Have all other means revealed 
to ns their inefficiency to secure the 
~piritual regeneration of a world " dead 
m trespasses and sins?" Has it not 
been proved to demonstration that the 
Gospel does and will produce more 
c_hanges, which qualify men to live godly 
l1~es, to die peaceful deaths, and expect, 
with unshaken confidence, a blessed im­
mortality? None bat Christ Jesus can 
do helpless sinners real good. 

Then who can doubt the results of 
In!ssionary labour? The scoffing brah­
mms of India, with their sycophantic 
devotees, must bow their knees to Him 
wbo is truly " the Lord of the world." 

The feudal chiefs and cruel vassals of 
Japan mast submit to the hated infla­
ence and power of that cross apon which 
they have trodden for so many years. 
Were oar literati mach prouder than 
they are, and their hatred to foreigners 
mach more intense, they, too, with their 
companies of well trained priests, and 
the millions of a now subservient people, 
mast yield obedience to the "faith once 
delivered to the saints,'' and furnish their 
innumerable hosts to crown the glories of 
Immannel's reign. "Behold, these shall 
come from far; and lo, these from the 
north and from the west; and these 
from the land of Sinim" (Is. xlix. 12). 

But is it not evident to all that, as the 
fields of action are so mach larger, as the 
work to be done is much heavier and 
more intricate, and as the fruits to be 
gathered, ere long, will be much more 
abundant, that we require much greater 
exertions than heretofore, and much more 
care and vigilance in the increasing opera­
tions of all oar missions? The time has 
surely come when we mast do great 
things for God, and expect great things 
from Him. We want Carey's to descend 
the mines, and Faller's to bold the ropes, 
and Oglethorpe's " strong benevolence 
of son!" to found Georgia's among the 
heathen, to become in time cbristian 
states. Where are the Howards and 
Boyles of oar churches, moved to com­
passion and loving activity by the untold 
miseries of heathen lands? Spurgeon 
fidelity and zeal in teaching, and Pea­
body donations in giving, would soon 
cause fruitfulness and joy in the barren 
wilderness of China. Who will partake 
of the labours, and share in these tri­
umphs of love and grace? 

Let not, therefore, the friends of mis­
sions encourage objectors by adopting 
the language of frigid nnhelief, nor join 
with the religions sceptics ot our day 
who are ever announcing the failure and 
inefficiency of christian missionaries! 
Let no despondency or secret scepticism 
lead any one to doubt whether the 
blessed prospects of the churches of God 
will be realized ! Historical fucts, and 
the general results of our day ,-the 
great and ever prevailing energy of chris­
tian tratb,-the presence and power of 
the great Hi~h Priest and Mediator,­
and the predicted and promised a~sur­
ance of complete succe~s,-should pnt to 
shame all our coldne8S and unbelief! No 
real ground exists for the forebodings of 
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fea,·, nor for• the discouragements of the 
doubtful, except what arises from our 
own selfi,hness, an<l the carnality of onr 
fellow pilgrims. Had we less confor­
mity to this world, and more rigid self­
denial, and were we thoroughly trans­
formed by the renewing power of the 
Holy Spirit, God's reasonable service 
would be our delight; and nothing; ex­
cept real inability, would prevent us 
from proving to all " what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of God" 

' in relation to our devotedness to the 
sacred cause of missions. 

Despair is unknown where the heart 
is right with God and the friends of gos­
pel truth, and where faith in Jehovah 
knows of no impossibilities within the 
reach of truth, prayer, and ceaseless la­
bour. "Prayer, pains, and faith in 
Jesus Christ will conquer all things,'' 
(Elliott). Rome was not built in a day. 
"Down with Carthage" was long uttered 
before it fell to ruins. Wellington in his 
warfares had but one idea, which was to 
conquer for his country's wealth and 

CA.MP, S.A.LLPORE.-d. Buckley, Dec. 8. 

safety. His victories, completed at 
Waterloo, saved Great Britain from the 
ignoble bondage of a foreign tl1raklom, 
and the arbitrary dictation of the Vati­
can of Rome. When the conflicts of the 
Protestant Reformation were exceed­
ingly severe, and the cautious Melanc­
thon trembled amidst the furious storms; 
the energetic Luther said, "See her~, my 
brother, we are training up youthful dis­
ciples to fight the battles of faith, and 
conquer the Pope of Rome." The cause 
of missions belongs to him who said, 
I am that I am, and my name is Jehovah, 
pledged to secure the victories of the 
Lamb, and the triumphs predicted for 
the people of God. The Lord God om. 
nipotent reigneth over all sciencea, in­
fluences, and persons, for the salvation 
of the nations. Christ is head over all 
things for the church, and He can subdue 
all things unto Himself. When the times 
of refreshing shall come from the pre­
sence of the Lord, the restitution of all 
is secured to Him, and for His glory, 
and God becomes all and in all. 

CuTTA.CK.-a. Buckley, Nov. 27, Dec. 2. 
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JOHN HAMPDEN AND THE REVOLUTION OF 1640. 

BY THE REV. G. HESTER. 

THE History of the English nation 
includes the history of several note­
worthy and remarkable revolutions. 
The course of our annals has been 
far from being smooth and even. 
Change has succeeded change, and 
convulsion has followed convulsion, 
in the formation and consolidation 
of the Constitution of the British 
Empire. The foundations of Eng­
land's present greatness, stability, 
influence, and happiness, were laid 
in conflict, revolution, and blood. 

During the earlier periods of our 
history the revolutionary struggle 
turned upon the question of mastery 
and supremacy of race. The Celts, 
the earliest inhabitants of the soil 
of whom we have any knowledge, 
the Romans, the Saxons, the Danes, 
and the Normans, all in succession, 
took a part in those great conflicts 
which had for their end the supreme 
power and full possession of the 
country. Each race became con­
queror in turn. Each has left be­
hind traces of its presence, power, 
and influence. The elements of 
the current English language-the 
names of places existing throughout 
the country-technical phrases in 
the common law-all these are so 
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many monuments bearing evidence 
of the former existence and power 
of the various races which have at 
different times held possession o± the 
several localities in the land. The 
result of the numerous struggles for 
mastery and supremacy of race is, 
that the English people who now 
inhabit this island are of a mi......:ed 
and composite character. The blood 
of several nations and races mingles 
in their veins. The Celtic vivacity, 
the Roman imperialness, the Saxon, 
plodding, the Danish daring, and the 
Norman chivalry, all combine, and 
enter into the character of the great 
English people. 

The convulsions and revolutions 
which followed these ,successive 
struggles for mastery and supremacy 
of race were associated with changes 
in the national religion. For the 
long period of nine hundred years 
Popery was the received and pro­

fessed religion of this country. From 
the time of Augustine the monk, 
who came as a missionary from 
Rome to the Court of Ethelbert the 
Saxon, down to Archbishop Cran­
mer, the courtly flatterer, and some­
times the political tool of Henry 
V~II., a line of Archbishops c11,n be 
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traced, all of"·hom were under the in­
fluence, and subjected to the sway, of 
the Pope of Rome. This Roman yoke, 
ho"·eyer, never sat kindly and easily 
on the neck of the English nation. 
There was a manifested uneasiness 
among the people, and a temporary 
revolution of religious thought in 
the days of Wycliffe, the morning 
star of the Reformation. John de 
W ycliffe is one of the great and 
noble characters of English History. 
His indomitable spirit was pene­
trated with the influence, and sup­
ported by the power of Scripture 
truth. His mind was illumined 
with the light of heaven. He 
preached the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God with great earnestness, 
fidelity, and success. He translated 
the Bible into the mother-tongue of 
the people. Under the bold attacks 
of this great man Popery was skaken 
in its foundations both in this coun­
try and in other parts of Europe. 
But when Wycliffe was removed by 
death there was no one to take his 
place. His followers lacked the 
power and influence of their great 
leader. During the succeeding hun­
dred years the good work made very 
little progress. The fifteenth cen­
tury is a barren period in our 
national annals. 

In the reign of Henry VIII. the 
cause of the Reformation was re-

"'yived. The universal conscience 
and common sense of Europe pro­
tested against the enormous preten­
sions of the Roman church. A revo­
lution of religious thought widened 
and deepened on every hand. Its 
influence spread over almost the en­
tire continent of Europe. Italy, 
Spain, Germany, France, Switzer­
land, Geneva, all shared in the 
general religious excitement, and 
took part in the noble struggle for 
freedom of thought and liberty of 
conscience. England succeeded in 
breaking the power, and throwing 
off the yoke of Rome. It is true, 

however, that in the reign of Queen 
Mary there was a relapse, and a 
retrogression of national religious 
feeling. The religious world, so far 
as this country was concerned, went 
back several degrees in its orbit, but 
during the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
the work of reformation was carried 
forward, consolidated, and consum­
mated. It will be seen, therefore, 
that the revolutions of the sixteenth 
century turned chiefly on the sub­
ject of religion. 

The revolutions of the seventeenth 
century were of a different charac­
ter. Although a religious element 
was mixed up with them, still the 
moving causes leading to conflict, 
and the great principles contested 
for, related more to constitutional 
government than to religious faith. 
The Reformation of religion was 
effected during the reign of the 
Tudors in the sixteenth century. 
The Laws of the Constitution were 
defended, and their limits fixed, un­
der the Stuarts in the seventeenth 
century. Under the Tudors the 
fight was chiefly about Faith, under 
the Stuarts the battle was princi­
pally about Law. 

Queen Elizabeth, the last of the 
Tudors, died on the 23rd of March, 
1603. She had sat on the British 
throne for nearly half a century. 
She was a woman of a high and 
haughty spirit, and of an imperious 
character. She ruled the nation 
with an iron hand. She had all the 
stubborn inflexibility of her grand­
father Henry VIL, and all the 
breadth and magnificence of her 
father, Henry VIII. All the Tudors 
had ruled with a despotic hand. 
They had stretched the royal pre­
rogative to its utmost extent. The 
period in which they lived was 
favourable to this severity of rule. 
The wars of the Roses, in the pre­
ceding century had weakened the 
power and exhausted the resources 
of the feudal barons and ancient 
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nobility, and the Tudors took advan­
tage of the reduced and weakened 
state of the nation, and ,ruled with a 
more despotic authority than any of 
the Plantagenets or their Norman 
predecessors had done. 

At the death of Queen Elizabeth, 
the last of the Tudors, the crown 
devolved on James VI. of Scotland. 
He was the son of Mary Queen of 
Scots, who had descended from Mar­
garet the eldest daughter of Henry 
VII. The lot of James had been 
cast in troublous times. His mother 
had led a changeful and unhappy 
life. Some historians think that 
there was an organic or constitu­
tional defect in his person. He was 
educated in his native country, and 
trained up in the principles of the 
Presbyterian faith. On the death of 
Queen Elizabeth, King James left 
Scotland to take possession of the 
Crown, the throne, and the palaces of 
England. If ever any man were unfit 
for his position in life such an one was 
James I. as King of England. He 
was the personificaticm of meanness. 
He was a pedant, a drunkard, a liar, 
a coward, and a fool. His very pre­
sence insulted the nobility, and de­
graded the majesty of the nation. 
His conduct did much to lay the 
foundation of that revolution which 
shook the nation to its centre, over­
turned the throne, and brought the 
head of the reigning monarch to the 
block. James sowed the wind, 
and Charles reaped the whirlwind. 
James had extravagantly high no­
tions of his kingly prerogative. He 
regarded himself as God's vicegerent 
He threw his Presbyterian princi­
ples overboard, and became the warm 
advocate of Episcopal government. 
The bishops flattered his vanity, and 
assured him, when he ha'.! been dis­
p~aying his miserable pedantry, that 
~1s sacred Majesty had been speak­
mg by the especial assistance of the 
Holy Ghost. "No Bishop no King," 
became the watchword of the royal 

lips. The Puritans, who had hoped 
to enjoy greater liberty at the death 
of Elizabeth were more severely per­
secuted by this royal buffoon. He 
declared that they should conform to 
his princely theological notions, or 
he would "harry them out of the 
land." 

Innumerable sketches have been 
given of the character and Court of 
James. Lord Macaulay has drawn 
his portrait with a bold hand. "The 
most ridiculous weaknesses," he says, 
"seemed to meet in the wretched 
Solomon of Whitehall; pedantry, 
buffoonery, garrulity, low curiosity, 
the most contemptible personal 
cowardice. Nature and education 
had done their best to produce a 
finished specimen of all that a king 
ought not to be. His awkward 
figure, his rolling eye, his rickety 
walk, his nervous tremblings, his 
slobbering mouth, his broad Scotd1 
accent, were imperfections which 
might have been found in the best 
and greatest man. Their effect, 
however, was to make James and 
his office objects of contempt, and to 
dissolve those associations which had 
been created by the noble bearing of 
preceding monarchs, and which were 
in themselves no inconsiderable fence 
to royalty." 

James' court was the counterpart 
of his character, and became the 
scandal of the nation. His low~ 
habits and grovelling tastes were re­
flected by his courtiers and officers 
of state. Mrs. Hutchinson, in the 
interesting memoirs of her excellent 
husband, says-" The court of this 
king was a nursery of lust and in­
temperance; he had brought with 
him a company of poor Scots, who, 
coming into this plentiful kingdom, 
were surfeited with riot and debau­
cheries, and got all the riches of the 
land only to cast away. The honour, 
wealth, and glory of the nation 
wherein Queen Elizabeth left it wer0 
soon prodigally wasted by this thrift-
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less heir, and the nobility of the 
land ,ms utterly debased by setting 
honours to public sale, and con­
ferring them on persons that had 
ncithl'r blood nor merit fit to ,vear, 
nor estates to bear up their titles, 
but were fain to mvent projects to 
pillage the people, and pick their 
purses for maintenance of their vice 
and lewdness. The generality of the 
gentry of the land soon learned the 
court fashion, and every great house 
in the country became a sty of un­
cleanness. To keep the people in 
their deplorable security, till ven­
geance overtook them, they were 
entertained with masks, stage-plays, 
and various sorts of ruder sports. 
Then began murder, incest, adultery, 
drunkenness, swearing, fornication, 
and all sorts of ribaldry ; to be no 
concealed but countenanced vices, 
because they held such conformity 
with the court example." 

As the great statesmen who had 
<lirected the affairs of the nation 
under Elizabeth died, or retired from 
office, persons of low character and 
mean extraction were promoted to 
their places. On the death of 
Cecil, Robert Carr, a Scotch lad, 
was exalted to high offices of state. 
If he were not prime minister, he 
was all-powerful as thechieffavourite 
of the king. He was advanced to 
be Earl of ~omerset. This upspring 
earl was in the course of time dis­
placed by another young man, who 
is said to have been a youth of 
remarhble beauty of person, and of 
bland and fascinating manners. 
George Villiers became the greatest 
favourite and tbe most powerful man 
in the time of James. All the chief 
offices of state were lavished on him. 
In fact, tl:e affairs of the nation 
were to a very great degree com­
mitted to his hands. As Duke of 
Buckingham he controlled the mind 
of the king, and directed the affairs 
of the court. The counsels of the 
Duke of Buckingham in the time of 

Ja.mes form another conti-ibuting 
cause to that Revolution which shat­
tered the throne of Charles, and 
spread desolation throughout the 
country. James' notions of govern­
ment were uaturally arbitrary and 
despotic, and he was encouraged and 
hurried on in his acts of despotism 
by the fatal advice of Buckingham. 

It was inevitable that James, fol­
lowing the advice of the haughty 
duke, should come into collision with 
his Parliament and people. E~en 
in the days of Elizabeth there had 
been the mutterings of a storm of 
discontent which was destined to 
gather and break over the nation. 
In the Parliament of 1621 the con­
flict between the crown and the 
country actually commenced. The 
House of Commons ventured to ani­
madvert on some of the king's pro­
ceedings. The monarch's anger was 
kindled. He sent the Commons a 
very indignant letter. The Com­
mons replied in a grave and dignified 
remonstrance. In this protestation 
they asserted "that the liberties, 
franchises, privileges, and j urisdic­
tions of Parliament are the ancient 
and undoubted birthright and inherit­
ance of the subjects of England." 

The assertion of their privileges 
served to increase the irritation of 
the king. In the fury of his excite­
ment he sent for the journals of the 
House of Commons, and with his 
own hand, in the presence of the 
council, tore out the leaves contain­
ing the protestation. He then pro­
rogued Parliament, and soon after 
dissolved it by proclamation. The 
names of illustrious men were con­
cerned in this protestation, among 
whom were Coke, Pym, and Selden. 
Eminent peers now for the first time 
took part with the Commons against 
the crown. 'lhat mighty Revolu­
tion which was to convulse the 
nation, disturb the foundations of 
society, occasion the death of the 
sovereign, the execution of his 
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ministers, the fall of Hampden, and 
the elevation of Cromwell, had now 
undoubtedly begun. 

King James died in 1625, and 
Charles his second son succeeded to 
the throne. He was now in the 
twenty-fifth year of his age. He 
had received a learned and polite 
education. His manners were affa­
ble, graceful, and accomplished. He 
had a taste for literature and the 
fine arts. He started in his career 
with every advantage of nature and 
education. He might have been the 
idol of the '.English nation, but there 
was one defect in his character-he 
was faithless, and his faithlessness 
was his ruin. 

It was the misfortune of king 
Charles, as it was the calamity of 
king James, to be surrounded with 
evil counsellors. These counsellors 
perverted his understanding, and 
misguided his conscience. During 
the earlier years of his life he was 
very much in the hands of the un­
principled , duke of Buckingham. 
Afterwards he fell under the influ­
ence of three persons especially, each 
and all of whom imparted an unfa­
vourable bias to his heart and life. 
These three persons were • Thomas 
Wentworth, Earl of Strafford; 
William Laud, Archbishop of Can­
terbury; and Henrietta of France, 
his own wife. These persons were 
all animated with a similar spirit, 
and they all pressed on the monurch 
that advice which led to revolution, 
blood-shed, and death. 

Thomas Wentworth, Earl ofStraf­
ford, ranks among the great names 
of English history. He possessed 
a gigantic intellect. He wu,s born 
for bold u,nd daring deeds. There 
was majesty on his brow, and a fiery 
splendour in his eye. When he 
~tarted in public life he was found 
m . compuny with men of liberal 
politics und constitutional princi­
ples. In the House of Commons he 
sat on the su,me benches with Eliot, 

Pym, Hampden, and Selden. But 
his heart was not proof against the 
seductions of royalty and the blan­
dishments of court favour. He was 
ambitious, and his ambition was his 
ruin. He left his first principles. 
He abandoned his liberal politics. 
He forsook the country for the court 
party. Lord Macaulay likens him 
to a fallen archangel. He was called 
by Lord Digby the grand Apostate 
of the Commonwealth. King Charles 
lavished the offices of state upon 
him. He was elevated to the House 
of Lords. When the new-made 
viscount, coming out of the House 
of Lords, said to some of his former 
friends in a tone of familiarity unu­
sual with him, and unsuited to the 
temper of those he was addressing­
" Well, you see I have left you;" 
"Yes, my lord," replied Pym, "but 
we will never leave you while that 
head is upon your shoulders" -a 
prediction rigidly fulfilled. 

William Laud, archbishop of Can­
terbury, another of Charles' evil 
counsellors, was a, man of u,ltogetber 
different stamp from Strufford. Laud 
was not a man of lofty mind like 
Wentworth. His understanding 
was narrow, his spirit was mean. 
He was obstinate, revengeful, u,nd 
cruel. His little soul was eaten up 
with religious superstitions. He 
was an ecclesiastic to the backbone. 
He said bis pmyers with a mur­
vellous mechanical regularity. He 
kept all the saints' days. He knew 
perfectly well all the turnings, bow­
ings, and genuflections of the most 
elaborate ritualism. His mind was 
never disturbed by any bright flashes 
of genius, but he possessed great 
powers of plodding and perseverance. 
He kept the religious ledger of the 
nation. He knew all the orth ,dox 
clergy throughout the re:tlm. Like 
Judge Jeffries, he could smell n, 
Presbyterin,n or a Dissenter for many 
miles. Laud aspired to the Pope­
dom of the English church. lle 
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conceived an ecclesiastical govern­
ment after the Romish model. He 
wa.s stubborn a.nd inflexible in his 
endea.,ours to enforce his religious 
opinions on the English people. 
The temper of his mind, like that of 
Charles, was naturally arbitrary, and 
he did not stand at measures in 
enforcing his church notions on 
others. He would fine, imprison, 
slit noses, cut off ears, brand the 
cheek or the forehead with the letters 
S. S., i.e., Sower of Sedition; he 
would do ~ !l these things in the 
name of religion, and experience a 
ghostly kind of gratification in break­
ing down the conscientious convic­
tions and trampling on the religious 
liberties of the English people. 
Laud wa.s the embodiment and the 
tool of tyranny. He was the evil 
genius of Charles I. He was the 
friend of despotism; the promoter of 
Romanism, the enemy of all liberty, 
and one of the chief causes of that 
discord which poured a flood of sor­
row over the nation, and for a time 
banished peace from the empire. 
Archbishop Laud was the grand 
apostle of ritualism, and hence his 
successors of the present day honour 
his memory, extol his virtues, aud 
rank him among the noble army of 
martyrs. 

With Strafford in the state, and 
Laud in the church, King Charles 
had another evil counsellor in his 
own house. Henrietta Marie was a 
daughter •of France. She had been 
nursed in the cradle of despotic 
royalty. Her political lungs were 
not accustomed to breathe the pure 
air of English liberty. She was a 
rank Papist. She brought a swarm 
of priests with her into this country. 
She had her own private chapel, 
where the rites of the Romish church 
were all practised. She was a proud, 

haughty, imperious woman. She 
was accomplished in her manners, 
but arbitrary in her temper. She 
obtained a fatal ascendancy over the 
mind of the king. He listened to 
her dictations, and often unhappily 
followed her directions. Her pre­
sence in England, and her cou:nsel 
to the king, were the causes of untold 
evils. She tried to poison the springs 
of the Protestantism of this country. 
She goaded the king on in his mad 
course of resistance to that which 
was right and legal, until it was too 
late for him to retrace his steps and 
retrieve his fortunes. 

In investigating the underlying 
causes of that revolution in which 
John Hampden took such a con­
spicuous part, the historical inquirer 
naturally comes into contact with 
these six individuals whose names I 
have indicated and whose characters 
I have attempted to sketch. They 
form so many springs of that stream 
of desolation which finally over­
spread the land. They were the 
poisonous roots of that tree of 
tyranny which grew in the land 
until the bold hand of revolution 
struck it down. 

The pedantic and low-minded 
James. The vain and ambitious 
Buckingham. The powerful and 
imperious Wentworth. The stub­
born and superstitious Laud. The 
perfidious and arbitrary Charles. 
The proud and haughty Henrietta. 

These are the characters which 
underlie that national convulsion 
which roused to its highest pitch the 
indignation of the English people, 
and brought out the great qualities 
of Eliot, Pym, Selden, Hampden, 
and Cromwell. 

It is on these names that the 
blame connected with the great 
Revolution must for ever rest. 
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REMINISCENCES OF JOSEPH WHITWORTH ORTON. 

BY HIS FATHER. 

ONE vault in the Louth Cemetery smarting under this infliction be 
contains the bodies of two youths. entered the room with tears in bis 
They were horn in the same room, eyes, saying, "Mrs. B. has been 
rocked in the same cradle, played in scolding us, and says it is wicked to 
the same play-ground, were educated get food for rabbits on Sunday, but 
in the same schools, sat side by side I don't think it is wicked. Jesus 
in the same house of prayer, and are did not reprove the disciples for 
now resting together in the same plucking the ears of corn on the 
grave. They are the entire family Sabbath-day." 
of William and Elizabeth Orton, In his tenth year be became a 
and were both taken' within _sixteen scholar in King Edward's Grammar 
months; one in his seventeenth, School. Here he was favoured with 
and the other in his twentieth year. superior advantages. The school 
"They were lovely and pleasant in was conducted by able masters, and 
their lives, and in their death they the course of training was such as 
were not divided." to call forth all his energies. Towards 

Joseph Whitworth Orton was born the latter part of his scholastic 
at Barrowden, May 9th, 1849. His career he laboured with great dili­
birth was regarded with unusual in- gence. He rose early. An alarum 
terest. He was a minister's son; and clock was purchased for his bed­
it was said by those acquainted with room; and many a time bas the 
the traditions of the place that till harsh and unwelcome sound of the 
now a minister's son had never been alarum been heard in the darkness, 
born in Barrowden. In this quiet and the earnest scholar has been 
village, in the pleasant v1J,lley of the working at his lessons by five o'clock 
Welland, he spent the first years of on a winter's morning. As might 
his life. In January, 1855, he, with be expected he gained a good posi­
his parents and brother, removed to tion in the school, and was favour­
Louth, where he entered on his ably reported by the masters. The 
school life. He first became a pupil Rev. Walter Hopwood, M.A., the 
of Miss Beeton, under whose tuition second master, writing Sep. 30th, 
he acquired considerable knowledge, 1863, says of him, "He has made 
and formed such habits as were use- considerable progress. He has done 
ful to him in after years. It was in fact all that could have been ex­
during this period an incident oc- pected of him." And the Rev. Geo. 
curred which serves to illustrate his 0. Hodgkinson, M.A., the head 
thoughtfulness as a child. One Sun- master, writing at the same date, 
day morning he entered the break- says," He was admitted in the first 
~ast room in great trouble. He had or lowest form, and has since that 
Just received a severe scolding for his time passed regularly through several 
alleged "wickedness." A child a forms to the fifth, in which he now 
little older than himself had taken is. During the four years and a half 
him into the garden to gather food he has been at school he has been 
~or the rabbits. They were caught uniformly industrious and well con­
m_ the very act. The mother of his ducted. He has always stood well 
friend had met the culprits with the in his form, and at the examination 
sow-thistles in their hands, and had in June he took the first place." 
lectured them sharply on the sin of This was the last examination he 
Sabbath-breaking. It was while passed in the school, and it was a 
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matter of warm congratulation that 
the Warden's special prize of five 
pounds was taken by a dissenter's 
son. 

It was during his attendance at 
school that he became the subject of 
a spiritual change. He had always 
been thoughtful and amiable, but 
early in lt-6:3 the divine life in his 
soul began to appear. This was first 
revealed by the following incident. 
A friend observed that he and a 
school-fellow often met together in 
a shed. ·' °"'hat," thought he, "can 
this mean? Why are the boys daily 
meeting there? It is not to play. 
It cannot be to prepare their les­
sons. I will follow them and know." 
Accordingly he approached silently 
and listened. There were voices. 
First one was heard and then the 
other. In simple language, and in 
broken utterances, they were seek­
ing fellowship with God in prayer. 
The pleasant tidings were soon con­
veyed to me, and with a beating 
heart I sought to know the spiritual 
condition of my child. Drawing 
him near me one day when we were 
alone, and placing my arm round 
him, I said, "Do you love God, my 
boy?" He said, "Yes, I hope I do, 
father." "But have you not offended 
him?" With a faltering voice he 
said, "I have, and I am very sorry 
for it." "Do you think God will 
forgive you?" He placed his cheek 
close to mine, and the warm tear 
rolled down my face while he said, 
" I hope he has forgiven me.'' But 
a sense of forgiveness must come 
through faith in Jesus. Do you be­
lieve in Him?" "Yes, father, I 
trust in Him as my Saviour?" "If 
you trust in Jesus as your Saviour, 
you will desire to please Him. Have 
you any wish to be baptized ?'' He 
burst into tears, and said with much 
earnestness, "I should lilce it very 
much incleecl. I wish to clo everything 
that will please Ghrist." He was but 
young. He not yet reached his 

fourteenth year. The evidences of 
a change of heart, however, were 
considered so satisfactory that he 
was cordially welcomed by the 
church, and was baptized, Feb. 22nd, 
1863. It was one of the greatest 
joys of my life tu baptize my elder 
son, and to give to him the right 
hand of fellowship. The words used 
by me in receiving him into the 
church seem iii the retrospect to 
have a peculiar significance, "My 
dear boy, I would rather follow you 
to the grave than see you dishonour 
the profession you make this day." 

On October 7th, in the same year, 
he received an appointment in the 
Lincoln and Lindsey Bank in Louth. 
The hours of duty being short, he 
had considerable leisure. He used 
his leisure diligently. He was always 
busy. He sought a wider acquaint­
ance with English literature, entered 
on the study of music under a mas­
ter, and, with the assistance of the 
Rev. Walter Hopwood, M.A., pre­
pared himself for the " Oxford Mid­
dle Class Examinations." The range 
of subjects on which he had to be 
examined was extensive, and it was 
compulsory for him to pass in two 
languages besides his own, but he 
voluntarily undertook three, Greek, 
Latin, and French, and passed hon­
ourably in them all. The certificate 
he obtained from the examiners will 
ever be preserved as a memento of 
his diligence and success. 
· He was also actively employed in 
Christian service. He taught in the 
Sunday school, served as librarian, 
presided whenever ·his services were 
required at the organ, assisted in 
conducting the prayer meetings, 
visited the sick, and helped the poor 
out of his own purse, and took oc­
casional preaching services both in 
the town and villages ; so that 
though modest and retiring, he was 
diligentl.v engaged in efforts of use­
fulness, and was extensively known 
and universally beloved. 
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The following letter, written a few 
months previous to his death, and 
addressed to a gentleman about four 
years his senior, will illustrate his 
gentle Christ-like spirit. 

My dear Mr. B.,-I have just heard 
with very great sorrow of yoer return to 
Louth under such painful circumstances. 
Believe me you have my deep and warmest 
sympathy. I have never myself known 
what severe affliction is; hitherto my 
health has been mercifully preserved in 
an almost unbroken current; but I do 
sincerely and heartily_ feel for those who 
are placed in the trying furnace. 

Remember that heavy and almost un­
endurable as the stroke may be, it is a 
Father's hand that inflicts it; dark though · 
the horizon may be, there is light beyond. 
There is much truth and beauty in the 
words of the poet-

" It needs that we be weaned from earth ; 
It needs that we be driven, 

:By loss of every earthly stay, 
To seek our home in heaven." 

Are we not when the sun shines plea­
santly upon us apt to forget our relation 
to God and our dependence on Him ? 
" Trials must and will befall." Let me 
entreat you, then, to seek the aid of 
heavenly grace, that you may plainly see 
"Love inscribed upon them all," and say, 
it may be with a faltering voioe, " Thy will 
be done." 

I am, my dear :Mr. B., 
Your affectionate and sympathizing friend, 

J. w. ORTON. 

It was the desire of several judi­
cious friends that he should study 
for the ministry. He had a clear 
and correct utterance, a good degree 
of mental culture, an excellent repu­
tation, and an earnest desire to con­
Becrate himself fully to the service of 
the Saviour; and he was advised, 
therefore, by Rev. W. Chapman, 
Rev. C. Payne, and also by others, 
to seek admission into the College at 
Chilwell. The matter was anxiously 
pondered by him. When seeking 
advice from me, he said, " I wish to 
do whatever is my duty. If you 
think I ought to study for the 
ministry I will begin at once. I 
should be sorry to give up my posi­
tion in the bank, but I would do it 

willingly if I could see it to be the 
will of God." 

The question which had been agi­
tating his mind for some months 
was now decided by an event no one 
could foresee. On May 1st he had 
an attack of hemorrhage from the 
lungs. He had attended to bis 
duties during the day, and was con­
versing with his usual cheerfulness 
at the supper table, when a stream 
of blood issued from his mouth. He 
retired to rest, and returned to his 
duties on the following day; but in 
the evening the bleeding was re­
newed. Anxiety was now awakened. 
His parents were summoned from 
Bourne. The best medical aid was 
obtained. Dr. Ditchett was inces­
sant in his kind attentions, and Dr. 
Dymork attended daily. The hemorr­
hage continued at intervals during 
about eight days, and then ceased; 
but the patient was left in a state of 
extreme prostration. On the 23rd 
May he was with difficulty removed 
to the house of his parents, which 
he called his "new home.'' The 
first two or three weeks he rallied a 
little, but the favourable symptoms 
were delusive, and the process became 
one of slow but sure decline. It 
was so sad to see the loved form 
gradually becoming more attenuated, 
and the strength in which he had 
prided himself fading away. At first 
he fancied he should recover, and 
asked the doctor how soon he should 
be able to return to the bank-but 
soon gave up the hope of recovery. 
"The medicine," he said, "may give 
relief, but it will do me no perma­
nent good." One day he showed 
me that while breathing one lung 
was inactive, and remarked, "It is 
all right." During a time when 
through frequent hemorrhages his 
life seemed to tremble in the balance, 
he said, "I have no anxiety." It 
was said to him, "Then if you were 
soon to die you would not be afraid 
to trust in the Saviour?" He re-
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plied with emphasis, "Oh no, not at 
all." .Afterwards he said, " I am 
not afraid to die. It is not as if I 
did not know where I was going.'' 
When his parents expressed their 
deep sorrow at the prospect of losing 
him, he said, " I did hope I should 
live to be a comfort to you. It is 
best as it is. The Lord will give 
you strength to bear the trial." 
With deep feeling he one day said, 
" I wish we could go all together 
instead of one by one.'' And to his 
mother he said, " You will care less 
about remaining in this world if you 
live nearer to Christ." A friend 
speaking to him of the Christian's 
faith being stronger and brighter in 
times of greatest bodily weakness, 
he replied, "It is always so. I 
would not have missed this affliction 
for anything ; it has brought Christ 
so much nearer to me." To another 
he said, " I am happier in my afflic­
tion than ever I was before." He 
often desired to have read to him the 
narratives of the Saviour's sufferings ; 
and one day when conversing with a 
friend, said, with a gleam of satis­
faction in his countenance, "He 
loved me, and gave himself fur me.'' 
Once when able to speak only with 
great difficulty, he said, "I am very 
glad I have not to seek a Saviour 
now. I cannot fix my attention. 
My mind often seems to wander. 
I sometimes forget what I have been 
praying for, and wh~n I ask myself, 
• Do I love the Sav10ur ?' I cannot 
always give myself a satisfactory 
answer;'' and then, while a tear 
stole into his eye, he emphatically 
said, " But in my calm moments I 
lcnow I do." The last ten days of 
his life was a time of great suffering. 
The hemorrhage returned. It seemed 
several times as if the moment of 
his departure was near. Still he 
lingered. The discipline had not 
ended. The gold was not sufficiently 

purified. During this period of pain­
ful suspense he wrote a letter to his 
Sunday school class. It was touch­
ing to see him holding the pencil in 
his thin trembling fingers, and 
tracing on paper his last message to 
those he had been accustomed to 
teach. He wrote, " I shall never 
see you again in this world," and 
reminding them of their need of a 
Saviour, urged them very earnestly 
to seek Him without delay. A 
friend who kindly devoted herself to 
attendance on him in this season of 
deep sorrow, says, "I never saw the 
power of religion more beautifully 
exemplified." To the close the faith 
of the sufferer never wavered.- A 
little while previous to his departure 
he cried out_ in anguish, but when he 
had recovered from the paroxysm he 
calmly said, "That takes me nearer 
home.'' This was almost his last 
utterance. He now sat up in bed 
labouring for breath. Once he 
smiled at me, and turned his face to 
receive a · kiss. Soon afterwards 
there was an apparent effort to 
cough-the blood flowed from his 
mouth-his head drooped-all was 
over. He died in his father's arms. 

Such were the closing scenes, 
on Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1868. A few 
days later the remains were taken to 
their resting-place. It was a sor­
rowful task to hide in the ground 
one so tenderly loved. The parents 
felt that they were parting -with 
their most precious treasure. The 
teachers of the Sunday school, with 
a representative of the Bank, and 
other friends, showed their sympathy 
by joining the mournful procession 
to the cemetery ; and an immense 
concourse of spectators assembled in 
silent sorrow around the grave. 

" The Lord gave, and the Lord 
bath taken away, blessed be the name 
of the Lord." 
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THE PERPLEXED DISCIPLES. 

"But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask Him."-Mark ix. 32. 

As light dawns upon the world, so 
truth dawns upon the mind. Faint, 
at first, is the impression made upon 
the darkness, but as the sun rises 
above the hills the darkness disappears, 
and the "light sbineth more and more 
unto the perfect day." So did the 
truth dawn upon the minds of the dis­
ciples. Little by little, as they were 
able to bear it, the Saviour imparted 
knowledge to them. Some truths He 
presented frequently, and in varied 
forms, before He could lodge them in 
their minds. 

It is so with us. We do not become 
wise suddenly. Our education is not 
completed in a day. Let us, then, be 
charitable towards the disciples, and 
not unduly censure them, lest we con­
demn ourselves. Let us rather seek 
to profit by their failings, and show 
that wisdom which we are surprised 
to find wanting in them. 

The words at the head of this paper 
remind us of their perple:dty and their 
silence. 

I. THEIR PERPLEXITY is pointed out 
in the words, 11 They understood not that 
saying." Christ had withdrawn Him­
self from the multitude that He might 
instruct His disciples. He was speak­
ing to them concerning the character 
of Hie death, and of His resurrection. 
11 The Son of Man is delivered into the 
hands of men, and they shall kill Him; 
and after that He is killed, He shall 
rise the third day. But they under­
stood not that saying, and were afraid 
to ask Him." This showe-

1. The Great Teacher was not al­
ways understood. He often spake so 
plainly that the most ignorant under­
stood His meaning, and were very 
attentive to hear Him. But there 
were times when Hie meaning was 
not perceived. On some occasions He 
in~entionally concealed the truth from 
Bis bearers because it was not given 
t~em to know the mysteries of the 
krngdom of heaven. At other times 
He desired to be understood, and was 
not. This was owing to the etrange­
~ese of His communications, or to the 
ignorance and prejudice of His hearers. 

If Christ was not always understood, 
no wonder that Hie ministers in our 
day should seem sometimes to be ob­
scure. We want more light. 

2. The most important truth was not 
always understood. Christ was speak­
ing to Hie disciples of His atoning 
sacrifice, 11 but they understood not 
that saying." It would not have mat­
tered so much if they had missed His 
meaning on a minor point. To mis­
understand the central truth of the 
Gospel might result in their spiritual 
ruin. 

It is important that we should have 
correct ideas respecting this great 
doctrine. The Jews eairl He died 
for blasphemy; the Scriptures say, 
" neither was guile found in Hio,i 
mouth." Some have said He died as 
a martyr to the truth; the Scriptures 
declare He died " the j uet for the un­
just, that He might bring us to God." 
Others have said He died for a few 
only; the Scriptures say "He tasted 
death for every man." It is true there 
are mysteries connected with this doc­
trine, but we may understand it so 
fully as to secure our salvation thereby. 

3. Tlie most privileged persons did 
not always understand. We need not 
be so much surprised that those who 
seldom saw the Saviour, and who were 
not well acquainted with the Old Tes­
tament, should fail to perceive His 
meaning. Bnt we may wonder at the 
dulnese of perception shown by His 
intimate friends. Knowledge with­
held from others had been granted to 
them. To them was given to know 
the mysteries. Three of these disci­
ples had but just come down from the 
Mount on which Moses and Elias had 
bAen conversing with Christ on His 
decease or exodus which he should 
accomplish at Jerusalem. Strange 
that after that they did not under­
stand. Thus privilege is not always 
the measure of onr improvement. For 
proofs of this statement we have not 
far to seek. 

II. In their perplexity they are 
SILENT. "They understood not that 
saying, and were afraid to ask Him." 
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Though they were perplexed they held 
their peace, and asked for no solution 
of the problem, no explanation of the 
saying. 

1. The cause of their silence is said 
to have heen fear. "They were afraid 
to ask Him." They might be afraid of 
His reproof. Their consciences, per­
haps, reminded them that their dnlness 
was inexcusable. They might have 
understood His saying better if they 
had carefnlly weighed his previous 
words. 

Many who do not understand what 
they bear are afraid to confess the fact 
lest they should suffer in their reputa­
tion, or should meet with a rebuke. 
They would rather bear the censure of 
their conscience than hear the reproof 
of their friends. This fear is ground­
less; those asked for an explanation 
would gladly give it if they could, and 
would commend the person for his in­
quiry. The disciples might be afraid 
of asking Christ for an explanation lest 
they should have their hopes dashed to 
the ground. They hoped He was come 
to restore again the kingdom unto 
Israel ; but now they hear Him say 
the Son of Man shall be killed. This 
made them sad, and they were afraid 
to hear the worst. They thought a 
full and satisfactory explanation could 
not be given. To be killed might be 
equivalent to a defeat. 

A fear of knowing the whole truth 
is no uncommon thing now. Men who 
have had a glimpse of an unpalatable 
truth shrink the investigation which 
it claims. They say," where ignorance 
is bliss, 'tis folly to be wise." They 
think to escape the many stripes by 
remaining in comparative ignorance of 
their duty, forgetting that there is 
such a thing as sinful ignorance. We 
are responsible for what we might 
know as well as for what we do know. 
Let not fear, then, prevent us from 
seeking that full knowledge which we 
need. 

2. The unseasonableness of their 
silence is very manifest. There is a 
time to speak and a time to keep si­
lence. This was a time to speak. The 
subject was important, and Christ was 
there to explain. ThP.y were alone. 
They need have no fear of interrup­
tion, and yet they held their peace. 
Surely they were to blame. Let us 
beware lest we fall into their error and 
hold onr peace when we ought to 
speak. Our silence is unsllasonable 
when our conscience tells ns to seek 
the truth, and when favourable oppor­
tunities are granted us for the expres­
sion of our doubts and the reception of 
clearer knowledge. A suitable prayer 
for us all is, " What I know not teach 
Thou me." 

Louth. C. PAYNE, 

"IF ANYTHING HAPPENS." 

A SERMON WITHOUT A TEXT, 

Tms is a phrase often used. We all 
employ it. Under certain circum­
stances it is sure to be uttered. Thus: 
a man makes his will, and when he has 
done so he thinks complacently of it, 
''for," he says, "if anything happens 
my family is provided for." A person 
far advanced in life is urged by his 
friends to sit for his portrait. They 
entreat him by all means to visit the 
photographer's: "then, you know," 
they argue, "if anything happens," we 
shall have your likeness. A merchant, 
talking to his son, tells him with some 
degree of pardonable_pri?e how correct 
his books are. Notlung 1s out of order. 
All is plain. As he points to the accu-

rately written pages, he remarks, "If 
anything happens to me, everything is 
clear and straightforward. No one 
can misunderstand my accounts." 
What does the term mean? Death. 
It is only a circuitous, vague way of 
saying, "If I die," or" If you die." 

There is very grave significance in 
the fact that we speak of death thus. 
It shows one thing plainly enough­
men's fear of life's end. We speak 
ambiguously because that wltich "hap­
pen.~" is dreaded. A certain French 
king forbad that it should ever be 
named in his presence. "And if I at 
any time look pale, no courtier must 
dare, on pain of my displeasure, to 
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mention it,'' said he. Carlyle, in his 
"French Revolution," tells of a Duke 

, of Orleans who professed not to believe 
in deat'b. Nevertheless, when his 
secretary stumbled on the words, "the 
late king of Spain," it made him angry; 
an evidence of the weak faith which 
be really had in his own vaunted 
dogma. "What do you mean by 
that?" he furiously demanded. The 
obsequious attendant answered, "It is 
a title which some of the kings of 
Spain have taken." Not long ago a 
friend was doing the work of cicerone 
for us in the vicinity of Brighton. 
Among other things he showed ns a 
large estate. Gardens, plantations, 
drives, park, and all the manifold et 
cetera of the modern Dives were there. 
Delectable, most assuredly : offering a 
ready temptation to violate a com­
m:md, _once given, which refers to 
"anything which is thy neighbour's." 
The temptation, however, was some­
what diminished when told the follow­
ing incident. The "first gentleman 
in Europe" used to visit said estate. 
George IV. much admired it. On one 
occasion he was heard to exclaim, 
"What a paradise it would be but for 
that death." "That death!" Aye, 
"that death I" is still the King of 
Terrors. Few there are that do not 
regard it with alarm. No hell is so 
dismal as the passing bell, no carriage 
so terrible as the hearse, no bed so 
dreary aR the grave. None. This is 
why we repeat several words instead 
of one. This is the explanation of our 
ambiguous mode of speech when we 
say, "if anything happens." 

Something will "happen." Let us 
realise it: personally realise it. Here 
we err. Every one admits the doc­
trine of human mortality, few apply it. 
What a small minority are those who 
think thus: "I shall die. I ahall go the 
way of all flesh. I am getting nearer 
to the tomb every hour." We gossip 
and speculate about other people, hut 
we leave ourselves out. We see an 
invalid, wasting every day, getting 
weaker. "Ah I" we cry, "he won't 
~e here long. His time in this world 
Is short." \Ve take up a newspaper 
and read of a cnrtain decease. "Did 
you know that So-and-so was dead?" 
we ask. " How long was he ill? Of 
what did he die? What family has he 

left?" We observe a funeral on its 
way to the cemetery. "Whose is it?" 
we inquirn. We do everything-ex­
cept looking at home I "How long 
have I to live?" is a neglected ques­
tion. 

But it ought not to be. It is very 
foolish to act thus. Shunning the sub­
ject does not destroy it. The ostrich 
hides its head in the sand when the 
hunter runs it down, but that only 
increases the silly bird's danger. So 
with death: to conceal it cannot re­
move it, and it puts us in peril of neg­
lecting due preparation for it. My 
reader, calmly, thoroughly realise it. 
You, personally, must die. You, indi­
vidually, will soon be called away. 
Do not blink the solemn certainty. 
Look it full in the face. If you are a 
Christian, the realisation will do you 
good: it will cause you to be more 
earnest in the Master's work; it will 
make you increasingly conscientious 
and faithful. II you are not a Chris­
tian, it may do you good, leading you 
to make ready for the last hour and 
the jUllgment hour. Thomas Fuller 
quaintly writes thus: "To smell a turf 
of fresh earth is wholesome for the 
body; no less are the thoughts of mor­
tality cordial to the soul. The sight 
of death, when it cometh, will neither 
be so terrible to him, nor so strange, 
who hath formerly often beheld it in 
his serious meditations. We read how 
Henry, a German prince, was ad­
monished by revelation to search for a 
writing in an old wall, which should 
nearly concern him, wherein he found 
only these two words written: post 
aex, 'after six.' Whereupon Henry 
conceived, that his death was foretold, 
which after six days should ensue; 
which made him pass those days in 
constant preparation for the same. 
But finding the six days passed without 
the effect he expected, he successively 
persevered in his godly resolution six 
weeks, six months, six years; and on 
the first day of the seventh year the 
prophecy was fulfilled, though other­
wise than he interpreted it; for there­
upon he was chosen emperor of Ger­
many, having before gotten such a 
habit of piety that he persisted in his 
religious course ever after." So bene­
ficial may be the contemplation of 
life's close. 
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We do not know when "anything" will 
happen. John Foster has likened time 
to water in a perfectly dark well; we 
keep drawing it up, little by little, But 
no one knows what quantity is left. 
Quite true. Whether the remainder is 
large or small, who can say? A 
solemn mystery shrouds the future. 
"I know not the day of my death." 

"Thou inevitable day, 
·when a voice to me shall say, 
'Thou must rise and come away• 
All thine other journev's past, ' 
Gird thee, and make ready fast 
For thy longest and thy last.' 
Art thou distant? art thou near? 
Wilt thou seem more dark or clear­
Day with more of hope or fear?" 

We are poor prophets. Our calcula­
tions are often at fault. What appears 
most probable may not occur. This is 
emphatically true of life and death. 
If, for a few moments, we recall the 
friends who have been removed and 
the acquaintances taken from us within 
a given period, we shall soon find 
affecting evidence of our fallibility. 
Those that we expected to continue 
here are gone; those of whose decease 
we never so much as dreamed are now 
no more. Disease may lurk beneath 
outward signs of rude health. Fatal 
seeds of malady are perhaps silently 
generating in robust constitutions. 

Is it so? Then the only wise course 
is to be always ready. "Are you not 
afraid to die?" said some one to a 
Christian woman. "Afraid to die I" 
she answered. " For the last fifty 

years_ I _have dipped my foot every 
mormng m Jordan, and do you think I 
am afraid now?" Well said. Equally 
memorable were the words of Howard 
the great philanthropist: "Death ha~ 
no terrors to me; it is an event I 
al ways look to with cheerfulness if 
not with pleasure; and be assured 'the 
subject is more grateful to me than 
any other. There is a spot near the 
village of Dauphiny where I should 
like to be buried, Suffer no pomp to 
be used at my funeral, no monument 
to mark the spot where I am laid· but 
put me quickly in the earth, pl~ce a 
sun-dial over my grave, and let me be 
forgotten." 

The "conclusion of the whole mat­
ter," then, is this, must be this live for 
Christ, and all will be well. \, To die 
is g:i-in." The Sa v~our is waiting to 
receive all who will come to Him. 
!,o~g, ~ong ago he_ issued the glorious 
!~v1tat10n to rumAd, lost sinners, 

Return unto me, for I have redeemed 
thee." Invisibly He is near to you, 
my reader. He can hear your feeblest 
prayer, nor will He despise it. He 
can see all your spiritual difficulties, 
nor will He fail to make allowance for 
them. Put yourself in His care. 
Prove His power to forgive, purify, 
and comfort. You are right welcome. 
None will be turned back. Draw near 
to Him I 

Luton. T. R. S. 

JHeraturt. 

JOHN PLOUGHMAN'S TALK. By C. H. 
Spurgeon. Passmore&; Albaster, 18, 
Paternoster Row, London. 

ANY one who takes up this shilling's 
worth of short papers, most of which 
are reprinted from " The Sword and 
Trowel," in a very critical spirit, may 
find some materials for animadversion : 
but he who accepts it for what the 
author meant it to be, instead of pass­
ing censures, will heartily commend it. 
Mr. Spurgeon, as a public teacher, is 
ingenious, versatile, and many-sided. 
His sermons have, for years, been part 

of the weekly food of myriads of de­
vout souls-an undeniable evidence of 
his greatness as a preacher. Those 
who have had only few opportunities 
of private intercouree with him have 
been constrained to admire his uncom­
mon colloquial powers. But this little 
volume is a further evidence of his 
eminence in a style of speech in which 
some very able men would either fear 
or disdain to indulge, Mr. Spurgeon 
is not above any kind of effort to re­
form popular vices, and inculcate Chris­
tian virtues among the lowest classes 
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of mankind. He has no scruples about 
employing a mode of writing which 
resembles common talk, and which is 
more adapted to the cottage and the 
workshop than to the homes and walks 
of the weal thy and refined. The wis­
dom contained in this book is put 
oracularly, but, at the same time, with 
perfect plainness and simplicity. Its 
philosophy might be called "prover­
bial," but it is widely different in form 
from that of Martin Tupper. The 
"talk" is certainly epigrammatic, and 
some might say that this, which is a 
valuable element in all speech, unduly 
predominates here, and verges toward 
what is wearisome. But if one or two 
only of the separate papers be read at 
a time, the relish will be in no danger 
of being lost. Any single specimen 
will show this, and will justify us in 
saying that the entire collection is 
vivacious, but not vulgar; caustic, but 
not cynical; witty, without any wan­
tonness; racy, yet never running into 
mere rattle; full of the best counsel, 
but signally free from any particle of 
cant. 

THE BIBLE UNFOLDED. By James 
Biden. London: E. Stock. 

MR. BIDEN is "wiser than all men" 
who have up to this time attempted 
to unfold the Bible. "No commenta­
tor," he says, " heretofore has dis­
covered the principles which have 
governed the construction of the 
Bible." He trusts to be able to show 
" the ordered arrangement of the Scrip­
tures-their mutual dependence, their 
homogeny, and the perfected character 
of the whole"-and all for the small 
charge of one shilling! He starts by 
asserting that the Bible is a theologi­
cal system. He says the narrative of 
the creation was given to lay the foun­
dation of a language in which God 
could hold communion with men. The 
literal meanings of the terms are not 
to be regarded-the terms being used 
as a medium of intercourse between 
the spirit world and mankind. He 
tells us that "darkness" represents 
the n~tural state of man prior to in­
str~ct1on, and "light" a communi­
cat10n from the spirit world · that 
"h " ' ea".en represents a person under 
the direct teaching of God ; "earth" 

a person fallen away from Goel; "wa­
ters" rdigious opinions; and "seas" 
pagans. "Trees" signify men, and 
"lierbs and grass" signify spiritual 
food. Even the names of the first 
human pair are not to be taken to 
mean the real Adam and Eve, for the 
idea of their being the progenitors car­
nally of the human race is being dis­
carded from the public mind. The 
garden of Eden is humanity under 
spiritual culture; the river out of it 
the stream of instruction which the 
Bible imparts. The patriarchs were 
not living persons, they represent 
phases of religious life. The descen­
dants of Adam and Eve are religious 
begettings of Hebraism and Christi­
anity prophetically announced, and now 
almost historically fulfilled! I Those 
who wish for more explications of the 
Bible by James Bidden must procure 
the wonderful work in which it is "un­
folded." But we caution the curious 
to consider what is written in "Pisgah 
Sight:" " Such as, in expounding 
Scripture, reap more than God did sow 
there, never eat what they reap thence: 
because such grainless husks, when 
seriously threshed out, vanish all into 
chaff." 

THE CONGREGATIONAL PSALTER. By 
J. Locke Gray, Organist of Lee 
Chapel, Kent. London: E. Stock. 

SIXTY-SEVEN chants and twenty an­
thems, by some of the best composers, 
are here printed in clear type and 
strongly bound in a very neat volume. 

THE BAPTIST HANDBOOK FOR 1869, 
price eightpence, is full of information 
respecting the whole denomination, 
and may be of special use to some both 
among ministers and churches. Vacant 
churches and disengaged ministers are 
however not the only parties to whom 
it may be recommended. We should 
be glad to 'know that every deacon, as 
well as every pastor, possessed a copy. 

We have received the Sword and 
Trowel - the Scattered Nation - the 
Church-Hive-Topics for 'feachers­
Forward, &c., &c. 
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AN UNSURPASSED HYMN. 

( Communicated by MAJOR FARRAN, and pi·inted at his request.) 

TREMBLING before Thine awful throne, 
0 Lord, in dust my sins I own; 
Justice and mercy for my life 
Contend, Oh ! smile and heal the strife. 

The Saviour smiles upon my soul, 
New tides of hope tumultuous roll; 
His voice proclaims my pardon fou"Qd; 
Seraphic transport wings the sound. 

Earth has a joy unknown in heaven­
The new-born peace of sin forgiven I 
Tears of such pure and deep delight, 
Ye angels, never dimmed your sight. 

· Ye saw of old, on chaos rise, 
The beauteous pillars of the skies; 

Ye know where morn exulting springs, 
And evening folds her drooping wings. 

Bright heralds of the Eternal Will, 
Abroad His errands ye fulfil I 
Or throned in floods of beamy day, 
Symphonious in His presence play. 

Loud is the song; the heavenly plain 
Is shaken with the choral strain, 
And dying echoes, floating far, 
Draw music from each chiming star. 

But I amid your choirs shall shine, 
And all your knowledge shall be mine; 
Ye on your harps must lean to hear 
A secret chord that mine will bear. 

A MODERN CALEB: OLD YET HALE. 

Judges xiv. 10, 11. 

I Now am old, and yet my head 
Its thinking power retains, 

And every mental faculty 
Quite unimpaired remains. 

I now am old, and yet my heart 
Feels jubilant and gay, 

As when my fastly foiling hair 
Was neither scant nor gray. 

I now am old, and yet my hands 
Can just as deftly ply 

The varied tools with which my tasks 
Were done in days gone by. 

I now am old, and yet my feet 
Can still trip lightly o'er 

BAPTISM. 

'J.'o THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-The Querist upon bap­
tism, in the Magazine for February, 
who signs himself "A Member of the 
Derby Baptist Preachers' Association," 
endeavoured, in two papers prepared 
for the purpose, and read at our 
preachers' meetings, to prove baptism 
a part of salvation; but utterly failing 

The wayside walks, or greensward paths, 
They trod in days of yore. 

I now am old, and yet my ears 
Each word, and note. and chime, 

Can catch as quickly and as well 
As in my manhood's prime. 

I now am old, and yet the eyes 
Which I have used so long, 

As inlets of all sightful things, 
Continue clear and strong. 

For age like this I bless my God, 
In whom alone I live; 

And all the powers He thus renews, 
Back to His service give. 

in his attempt, he wrote to you, hoping 
to gain his point. This seems the 
more strange to us, as at the close of 
the discussions he expressed his satis­
faction with our views on the subject. 
The publication of his letter has cause_d 
the Association great anxiety, and it 
desires, through the medium of the 
Magazine, to state that with such doc· 
trines they have no sympathy whatJ­
ever. At onr preacher's meeting he! 
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on Friday evening, Feb. 5, his letter 
was duly considered, he bP-ing present, 
and candidly acknowledging he was 
in error. 

As an Association, we believe bap­
tism to be an ordinance instituted and 
enjoined by Christ Jesus. It is an 
outward sign of an inward change, and 
as such, most important, but cannot be 
in any way a part of salvation. The 
atonement of Christ is all our trust. 

Signed on behalf of the Association, 
W. SHA w, President. 
G. SLACK, Secretary. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-! think the member of the 
Baptist Preachers' Association who, in 
the February number, sends a query 
about baptism and salvation, deserves 
a fuller answer than tbe few lines you 
appended. Will you allow me space 
to offer the following? I agree with 
you he should have found stronger 
arguments, or should have exhibited 
them more skilfully; but I cannot con­
sider them as destitute of force. Being 
an acknowledged Baptist preacher, he 
has most likely " found some more real 
salvation than what is in the ordi­
nances;" and yet after what the Lord 
Jesus has said in John iii. 5, and Mark 
xvi. 16, and what the apostle Peter 
says (1 Peter iii. 21), the preacher may 
be justified in thinking there is some 
connection between salvation and bap­
tism. Let us see. 

I. It is, I know, a common saying 
among us, that "Baptism is not a 
saving ordinance." I applaud the mo­
tive that originated and has endorsed 
this assertion. It was a protest against 
human merit, and the pitiable and 
ruinous notion of sacramental efficacy. 
But it is a mere human and, I think, 
sectarian dictum, and it is confronted 
by the divine word, "Baptism now 
saves us." Who are we, that we 
should dare to say, "it does not?" 

II. Salvation is, in Holy Scripture, 
a~t~ihuted to a variety of causes, con­
d1t1ons, and instruments. For in­
stance:-

1. To God. I need not qnote pas­
sages to prove this 

N 2. To Jesus the Christ. The whole 
ew Testament is the proof. lie 

G 

reconciled us to God by His death, and 
saves us by His life. (Rom. v. 10.) 

3. To the Holy Ghost. (John iii. 
5-8. Titus iii. 5, 6.) 

'4. To grace. (Epb. ii. 5), &c. 
5. To the word of God-the gospel, 

which is the power of God unto sal va­
tion (Rom. i. 16). To the remembrance 
of it (1 Cor. xv. 2). James says the 
Word is able to save. As Paul like­
wise says (2 Tim. iii. 15). 

6. To faith. "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou sbalt be saved." 
"Thy faith bath saved thee;" and 
passages very many show this, and no 
one doubts it. 

7. To hope. Paul asserts, "we are 
saved by hope" (Rom. viii. 24). 

8. To the confessing of Christ, and 
calling on the name of the Lord (Rom. 
x. 10, 11). 

9. To "godly sorrow working re­
pentance unto salvation" (2 Cor. vii. 10). 

10. To ourselves. "Save yonr­
sel ves" (Acts ii. 40). "Save thyself" 
(1 Tim. iv. 16). "Workout your own 
salvation" (Phil. ii. 12). 

11. To our fellow creatures. Paul 
says (Rom. xi. 14), "that I might save 
some of them;" and be speaks of s 
husband saving his wife, and s wife 
saving her husband (1 Cor. vii. 16). 

12. To the prayer of faith. [This, 
however, is only a corporeal and tem­
porary deliverance.] 

13. Some one is represented (1 Cor. 
iii. 15) as being "saved, yet so as by 
fire." But very distinctly, almost em­
phatically, is salvation attributed 

14. To baptism. '' Baptism doth 
now save us" (1 Peter iii. 21). "Go 
(said the Lord Jesus) preach tbe gos­
pel to every creature. He that be­
lieveth (it) and is baptized shall be 
saved (Mark xvi. 16). 

III. Two questions therefore arise. 
The first is of primary importance, 
viz., What is salvation? What is 
meant by being saved? I answer-It is 
to be delivered from a bad state into a 
good oue : from sin; from its guilt, by 
the atoning death of the Sou of God; 
from its death, by the life of Christ in us; 
from its power, by the Holy Spirit; 
from its defilement, by the trnth (,John 
xvii. 17); from its ignorance, by the 
light of God; and from all its couse-
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quences, by the final redemption of our 
living Head. To be saved is to be 
fully restored to God-brought into a 
perfect and eternal fellow-feeling with 
Christ-and thus "enabled to enter 
into the joy of the Lord." 

IV. The other question is, In what 
way can baptism be said to save us? 
I answer-When bapti,sm is received as 
God designed it w be received, in the 

faith of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
intelligently, obediently, gladly, and con­
sistently, it saves us. 

1. From being any longer of the 
world, of "thi~ untoward generation;" 
like Saul, v. e .. wash away our sins 
(not the guilt, but the practice of our 
former sins), calling on the name of the 
Lord" (Acts ii. 40; xxii. 16). 

2. It saves, by bringing us into the 
fellowship of the confessors of Christ. 
Such, and only such, will Christ "con­
fess before His Father in heaven" 
(Matt. x. 32). 

3. It saves from superstition; from 
the deadly errors by which Christen­
dom, according to the prophecies, is 
deluged and deluded (2 Thess. ii.11, 12; 
Rev. xvii. 2). It saves from infant 
baptism, baptismal regeneration, sacra­
mental efficacy, priestism, popery, and 
all State-Churchism. If this were all, 
it would be a great salvation. 

4. It saves us, also, as the perform­
ance of every other duty does, from 
the misery of resisting God ; so that, 
like Paul, "our rejoicing is this, the 
testimony of our conscience, that in 
simplicity and godly sincerity" we 
have, at least in this respect, had our 
conversation toward the world and 
toward the church (2 Cor. i. 12). This 
baptism is "the answer of a good con­
science toward God" (1 Peter iii. 21). 
And is not this (as our Preacher ex­
presses it) a "part of salvation?" Yea, 
it is an essential part. 

5. It saves us into the divine hap­
piness of promoting the salvation of 
others by our testimony. "Save thy­
self (says Paul), and them that bear 
thee." 

6. It is a part of that course of lov­
ing obedience respecting which the 
great and blessed Judge will in that 
day say, "Well done, good and faith­
ful servant; enter thou into the joy of 

thy Lord." "He who does God's com­
mandments and teaches them, shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven." 
(Matt. v. 19; xxv. 21.) 

I am, dear Mr. Editor, 
Ever faithfully yours, for Jesus' sake, 

T. W. MATHEWS. 

THE LATE MISSION 
CONFERENCE. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-I do-not wish to prolong 
the debate in your pages on the late 
Mission Conference, but with your per­
mission, I should like to comment on a 
part of Mr. :Yates's letter. It is 
adapted-probably intended-to leave 
the impression, that any one who goes 
before the Committee to propose re­
~renchment, or.to complain of expenses, 
1s pretty certam to be curtly received. 
If this insinuation be not contradicted 
it is likely to do a great deal of harm'. 
Nothing can be more untrue or unfair; 
and it is with great surprise that I, 
who am comparatively a new-comer 
among you, find myself a more trust .. 
worthy authority on the point than 
Mr. Yates is. What can he have been 
doing all these years that be is so 
ignorant of his brethren ? How comes 
it that he can so seriously misrepresent 
them? My opinion of them is, neces­
sarily, more than commonly impartial; 
and I gladly testify that they give 
every one a fair, full, and candid hear­
ing. None need fear brusque treat­
ment from them; and he least of all 
who speaks of economy. The fault of 
the Committee is certainly not extrava­
gance; it is parsimony. In their 
anxiety to be just, they can seldom be 
persuaded to be generous ; and the 
financial reformer is as welcome a 
visitor ae they can have. It would 
be a down-right shame to let a sus­
picion that they are not perfectly 
courteous to any member who wishes 
to investigate or complain, go forth 
uncontradicted. No one could be the 
author of it who regularly attends their 
meetings. I have done so for more 
than four years, and have not once had 
the pleasure of seeing Mr. Yates there. 
No doubt this explains his impression, 
and, as well, who is to blame for it. 
"I did not venture," be says, " to con­
front the brethren at an ordinary Com-
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mittee meeting.'' Really I could not 
refrain from laughter on reading this. 
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CENTENARY FUND. 

Dear me I what marvellous daring is 
required to be snre. Let the sub­
scribers picture the reality. A num­
ber of plain, earnest men periodically 
meet to do the Master's work as best 
they can, and a not young brother who 
has known some of them probably for 
half a century or so, is in such awe of 
them that, afraid to enter, he stands 
trembling outside. I ·wonder if the 
Treasurer meant that extract from his 
private letter to be published-" I 
think what you said will tend to remedy 
one or two matters." How clear I 
How unambiguous I How darkly por­
tentous of serious defects ! And how 
singular-not to say funny-that they 
should first be hinted at in the pages 
of the Magazine I We are all strongly 
excited, and impatiently expect the 
next Committee meeting, when, of 
course, they will be fully revealed. 

The complacency which marks the 
close of Mr. Yates's letter is not its 
least conspicuous feature. " On the 
whole, then," he says, "I hope I have 
done good rather than harm." He 
means, it is to be presumed that 
chiefly good has come out of what he 
has done. Probably so; bnt whether 
that is a just cause of self congratula­
tion is quite another matter. Joseph 
excus~d ~is brethren after they had 
sold him rnto Egypt, by saying that 
God meant it for good, and indeed had 
brought great good out of it; but 
whether they should therefore have 
congratulated themselves, or whether 
they should have repented is hardly 
one would think, an open q~tistion. ' 

Faithfully yours, 
H. CRASSWELLER, 

Derby, Feb., 1869. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-I was glad to see in your 
January number the manifesto of the 
Committee of the £5,000 Centenary 
Fund; and a few days previously a 
letter from the Secretary to the same 
effect. I seem to hear a voice saying 
to myself individually and to the 
denomination at large, /, Now perform 
the doing of it." Very often when I 
hear of grievous losses, new chapels to 
be erected, or fresh schemes of useful­
ness proposed, the question presents 
itself to my mind, Ought I to do any 
thi~g for this object, and how much? 
This Centenary Fund is our very own 
concern. It seems to claim £50 from 
me; and I hope it will get it. We 
shall want a hundred times as much 
so that I should be only one of a bun~ 
dred. And the others must come for­
ward, or my little contribution would 
be lost in uselessness. I recommend 
evc:y memb_er of_the body to purchase 
an rnterest Ill this ~lOpeful enterprise, 
and by way of urgrng them to invest 
a~ soon as possible, I propose to dis­
tnbute my quota as follows. If the 
good Lord will grant me the pleasure, 
I purpose to add a pound to every £99 
given or promised by others and I 
should like to live long enouo-h to see 
the noble edifice completed ~nd join 
in the acclamation that sh~ll accom­
pany the raising of the top stone 
thereof. Grace, grace unto it I In 
token of this desire I enclose £5, which 
please. band to our worthy treasurer, and 
tell him that the sooner lrn applies for 
the other instalments, the better he will 
please, dear Mr. Editor, his and yours 

Faithfully, for Jesus' sake, 
Taos. W. MATHEWS. 

Boston, Feb. 15, 1369. 

~nttlligtnu. 

!Jmaminationitl. 

s Tm;; MIDLAND CONFERENCE met nt 
Ttoney Street, Nottingham, on Shrove 

uesdny, Feb. 9. 
The morning service commenced at n 

qunrter to eleven o'clock. Rev. J. Green­
wood, M.A., presided. Devotionul exer-

cises continued till hnlf-pnst eleven. Rev. 
T. Gonclby, B.A., of Derby, then reud a 
puper on Conversion. A vote of thanks 
was passed for this excellent nncl compre­
hensive pnper, nnd the rest of the morn in~ 
was occupied hy conference on tho subject. 

At the nfternoon meeting the pnstor of 
Stoney Street ugain presicled. Mr. A. 
Goodliffe engaged in pruyer. The Secre-
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tary reported that. be bad made extra 
endeavours to obtam a report from every 
church ; the result was satisfactory. Since 
the 1'1st Conference on the 15th Septem­
ber, it !Lppeared from the reports now pre­
sented that one hundred and thirty-nine 
had been baptized, eighty-four were candi­
dates, and thirteen had been restol'ed to 
fellowship. 

The doxology was sung. The minutes 
were read and confirmed. 

1. The convener of the meeting of the 
Committee appointed at the last Confer­
ence to inquire into the case of the Queni­
borongb chapel deeds and debt, stated 
that circnmst.ances had so altered since 
the time referred to, that the meeting of 
the Committee had not been necessary, 
and the action of the Conference in the 
matter bad been dispensed with. 

2. The Association bad requested the 
Committees appointed on the Warsop and 
Wilbraham cases to report to the Midland 
Conference. The reports, however, were 
not ready. 

3. As Shrove Tuesday is a general 
holiday, and many churches and ministers 
are engaged that day in local services, 
Resolved, That the Conference hitherto 
held on Shrove Tuesday be held on the 
Tuesday following. 

4. The proposals of the Centenary 
Committee were laid before the Confer­
ence by the Revs. T. Goadby and W. R. 
Stevenson. The Conference' expressed 
its approval of the proposals, and hoped 
the appeal would meet with a favourable 
response from the churches. 

5. The next Conference will be held 
at Kegworth on Whit Tuesday, May 18. 
The Conferenc,i to meet at a quarter to 
eleven for devotional exercises. The Rev. 
D. Maccallum, of Melbourne, to read a 
paper-the subject to be announced before 
the meeting-on which there shall be free 
conference till one o'clock. 

6. A public meeting was h1>ld in the 
evening. Addresses were delivered by the 
Revs. E. Stevenson, E. H. Jackson, and 
other ministers and friends. 

CHARLES CLARKE, Secretary. 

MONUMENT IN MEl!ORY OF THE LATE 

R. PEGG, EsQ.-During the present week 
the erection of a monumental structure, 
at once appropriate and strikingly beauti­
ful has been completed in the Osmaston 
Ro~d chapel, Derby, in memory of the late 
Robert Pegg, Esq., J.P., a gentleman who 
was greatly instrumental in the erection of 
that place of worship for the use of the 
church and congregation of which be was 
a very highly esteemed, useful, and dis­
tinguished member in connection with the 
General Baptist denomination, to which 

from early life be was on principle de. 
votedly attached. The monument is in 
the pointed Gothic style, is strictly in 
keeping with the architectm·e of the beau. 
tiful edifice in which it is placed, 1md is an 
exceedingly chaste but highly ornamental 
work of art, the result of the very skilful 
use of the engraver's chisel in both metal, 
marble, and stone. It is chiefly of alabas­
ter, and has been executed by Mr. J. 
Warren, Osmaston Street, Derby, from a 
design by Messrs. T. Hine & Soo, Archi­
tects, Nottingham. It is placed in a recess 
on the north side and a little in·advance of 
the baptistry opposite to the recess on the 
south side, in which the organ is erected; 
and immediately behind the elegant stone 
pulpit, west of the north transept. The 
entire structure is over ten feet in height, 
is seven feet wide, and is attached to the 
front wall dividing the recess from the 
baptistry, and may be thus described-A 
dado of Caen stone, two feet in de1;>tb, 
seven feet in breadth, comprising three 
sunken carved panels, and projecting 
about a foot from the wall, stands upon a 
base, and sub-base or plynth of Hopton 
stone. At the height of between three and 
four feet it is surmounted by a deep Caen 
stone moulding, which forms the basement 
of four polished red Devonshire marble 
columns, with carved capitals of Caen 
stone, finished with an abicus of white 
polished alabaster, from which spring 
three deeply moulded Gothic arches, 
Over the pillars the rich alabaster copings 
above the arches rise from elaborately 
carved bosses, which, like the two side 
panels of the dado below, show a variety 
of conventional foliage. The centre panel 
bears the monogram "R.P.," on a shield 
surmounted by the crest of the deceased 
gentleman whose memory the monument 
will perpetuate. The spandrels of the 
arches are enriched with highly polished 
dot,tings of the Derbyshire mineral known 
as "Blue John,'' the effects of which upon 
the alabaster is very pleasing. Over the 
dado immediately above the bases of the 
red marble pillars, and a few inches behind 
them, is a brass tablet, five feet in width 
by one foot in depth, and upon it, very 
beautifully engraved in a most masterly 
manner in illuminated letters of the 
fifteenJ;h century, is the following inscrip­
tion:-

" Jn Memoriam 
ROBERT PEGG, ESQUIRE, 

Died Jnne 21, 1807, 
Age,\ (i(i, 

" This memorial is raised by the voluntary 
offering~ principnlly of this church and 
congregation in honour of a devoted ser• 
vant of tho cause and kingdom of Jesus 
Christ, and to record their unfeigned 
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gratitude for_ the m~nificent benefacti~ns 
that distrngmshed his career, and to which 
the erection of this beautiful edifice is 
mainly indebted. He bad a 'mind to 
work,' and what his heart devised bis hand 
was open and ready to accomplish. For 
many years he rendered valuable service 
to the denomination as treasurer to its 
Foreign Missionary Society. He was a 
magistrate of this borough, and also served 
the- office of mayor, whose duties he dis­
charged with ability and integrity. In 
private life he was universally esteemed; 
his deportment was courteous, but un­
ostentatious, and the warm genial charac­
ter of his friendship will long be cherished 
by those who shared his confidence." 

The entire back ground, which is carved 
diap~r, and the enriched label by which 
the tablet is surrounded are of Caen stone. 
The engraving on the tablet is the ad­
mirable work of Mr. William Blair, Derby, 
and, like the entire monument, is a work 
of very great artistic merit. As explained 
in the inscription, the cost has been de­
frayed entirely by the voluntary subscrip­
tions of those who weU knew how to 
estimate the public and private character 
of him whose name it records. 

PoRTSEA, Clarence Street.-The congre­
gation meeting at this place of worship 
has been in a very unsatisfactory state for 
the last twelve months. The long con­
tinued illness of the Rev. E. H. Burton 
has been a serious drawback to the welfare 
of the church, and as the health of the 
rev. gentlemen continues precarious, it 
was deemed advisable to invite a minister 
to occupy the pulpit which had been filled 
for thirty-three years by him. This being 
agreed to, the candidate came on proba­
tion, was most cordially received, and gave 
immense satisfaction. A tea meetiag was 
accordingly aITanged, which took place at 
the Landport Hall, when the Rev. R. Y. 
Roberts, of Nottingham (the gentleman 
referre<l to), was most heartily welcomed 
as the new minister. The hall was taste­
folly decorated, the walls being adorned 
with mottoes of a strictly Protestant 
character. The Rev. H. Kitching presided, 
and was supported on either side by the 
Revs. R. Y. Roberts, H. G. Hasting, E. G. 
Gange, W. Jones, and J. G. Gregson, C. 
Robe.rts, Esq., Messrs. Marshall, Grigg, 
Gamble, and West, nnd several ladieR. 
After ten a public meeting was held, which 
was opened by the singing of a hymn, 
aft~r which prayer was offered by Mr. 
G~1~g, who invoked a blessing on the new 
mm1ster and people. Then came the first 
real performance of the choir, forty in 
number, which, we mny observe, snng 
several selection8 of sacred music at inter-

vnls during the evening, un,ler the direc­
tion of Mr. T. Fleming. Addresses were 
delivered by the various gentlemen on the 
platform, who each congratulated the Rev. 
R. Y. Roberts on his new appointment, 
shook him heartily by the hand, and 
wished him " God speed." The usual 
votes of thanks were put and carried by 
acclamation. The hall was crowded in 
every part, and many persons could not 
obtain accommodation. 

LoNGTON.-Collections for a New Chapel. 
-On Jan. 31 the Rev. C. Clark (now on 
his way to Australia) preached at Longton, 
and collections were made toward the effort 
to build a new chapel in this populous 
town. 

BAPTISMS. 
STALYBRTDGE.-On Sunday, Feb. 7, after 

a very earnest discourse from the words, 
" How long halt ye," &c., our minister 
baptized six young persons. They were 
all scholars in our Sunday school. The 
congregation was unnsnally large, seats 
having to be placed in the aisles to ac­
commodate the numbers who came to wit­
ness the ceremony. We hope the appeals 
made to the undecided may prove very 
effectual. 

HosE.-On Sunday, Feb. 7, after a ser­
mon by Mr. Smith, one of our deacons, 
four young friends, scholars from our 
Sunday school at Clawson, were baptized, 
and in the afternoon, with one other friend 
who had been restored, were received into 
the church. 

BARLESTONF..-Jan. 27, after a sermon 
by the Rev. W. Hill, three candidates were 
baptized by the Rev. E. W. Cantrell. On 
the following Sunday evening they were 
received into the church. 

CASTLE DoNINGTON. - On Lord·s-dny, 
Feb. 7, two friends were received into the 
church-one by baptism, the other had 
been baptized before. 

WENDovifn.-Jrm. 27, three young per­
sons were baptized by Rev. J. Sage, and 
on Feb. 7 were received into the fellowship 
of the church. 

LEEDS, Call Lane.-On Sunday, Nov. 
29, one; and on Jan. 31, three persons 
were bnptized. 

BARROWDEN.-On Sunday, Feb. 21, four 
candidates were bnptized by the Hev. J. 
Hedges-three females and one male. 

THE COLLEGE. 
£ s. d. 

Ashby Collections 3 10 li 
Jos. Nall, Esq. • • 1 5 0 

N.B.-The Rev. H. Crasswcller, D.A., of 
Derby, succeeds the Hev. S. Cox, of Not­
tingham, as the Secretary of the College. 
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lofts ou juhli, ~htnts. 
ON Tuesday, Feb. 16, the eighth Pe.rli11-
ment of the present reign we.s opened, not 
by the Queen in person, but by the Lord 
Chancellor, who ree.d the Roye.I Speech. 
Like all its predecessors this speech bas 
been severely criticised by the public papers 
conducted by the Opposition: but the 
Government prints point with much satis­
faction to the topics it contains as indica­
ting the onward course of legislation which 
will be pursued during the session. Reli­
gious equality in Ireland-diminished esti­
mates-better education in Engle.nd­
purer elections-the abolition of imprison­
ment for debt-county municipe.lities­
e.re regarded e.s gree.t things to which the 
Ministry e.re pledged, not e.s objects to be 
sought e.t s,,me distant de.y, but by imme­
diate legislative action. The pe.re.gre.phs 
which refer to foreign affairs are marked 
by the so.me careful truthfulness as the 
rest of the Speech. The Ministry pro­
mise nothing which they do not mean to 
attempt; and their promises are couched 
in phrases which he.ve nothing rhetorical 
in them. Their programme is neither im­
practicably large, nor vexatiously indefi­
nite. The moving and seconding of the 
Addresses in both Lords and Commons, 
and the debates following, were marked by 
e.n unusual degree of harmony and cour­
tesy: so the.t the common view of the 
opening of the session is that it has" come 
in like e. le.m b." 

Among the me.ny notices of motion 
already given, the.t of the Premier for the 
1st of Me.rob attracted specie.I attention. 
He will then move that the Acts of Parlia­
ment relating to the Established Church 
in Ireland, and the first of the Three Reso­
lutions passed last session on this subject, 
be read, and that the House Eben resolve 
itself into a Committee to " consider the 
ecclesiastical arrangements of that coun­
try." But it seems to be generally ad­
mitted that the nation bas already decided 
that the Irish Church shall be disestab­
lished, and that the only questions relating 
to it are matters of detail. 

PrKE-FREEMAN,-Feb. 10, at the Bap­
ti,t chapel, Commercial Iload East, Lon­
don, by the Ilev. J, C. Pike, father of the 

A request made by the Irish Bishops to 
be allowed to meet in Convocation was re­
fused by the Government, at which great 
indignation bas been expressed by some 
of them, while the more sagacious of 
Church writers consider that the refusal of 
the Govemment may be justified by the 
policy which they are prepared to pursue. 
The most widely circulated of all the 
organs of Church opinion in England, 
The Guardian, says, '' If they e.re ready to 
promote a liberal scheme of self-govern­
ment for the Anglo-Irish Church on volun­
tary principles, they will be excused for 
having declined to allow the revival of an 
organization which carried with it the 
parade of ancient political ascendancy." 

The new Bishop of London, Dr. Jack­
son, has been presented with an address 
of welcome to his diocese, to which he re­
plied in a manly and Christian spirit. He 
said it would be an insult to a diocese like 
that of London to place the charge of it 
in the hands of one who had no distinct 
opinions on theological and ecclesiastical 
questions, or one who was afraid to con­
fess what his opinions are. To him he 
said;" the Bible was the Word of God, tbe 
only legitimate appeal on all questions of 
doctrine, as well as in the determination of 
all principles of practice." Yet Dr. Jack­
son must know that in any dispute con­
cerning doctrines and practices, the final 
appeal is not to the Bible, but to the 
Sovereign in Council; and that the Privy 
Council is required to interpret those doc­
trines, and to pronounce on those prac­
tices, not according to the Scriptures, but 
according to the law of England. It be­
comes clearer every day that the princi­
ple of Establishments is now being siftecl 
as it never was before in England; and 
Churchmen are beginning to admit that 
while the Church as II divine institution 
is founded on a rock, the ecclesiastical 
system of England can claim no such 
basis. 

bridegroom, the Rev. J. G. Pike, minister 
of the pince, to Sarah Jane, eldest daughter 
of Mr, Freeman, one of the junior deacons, 



JOHN SMART. 

" SUBLIMER in this world I know nothing 
than a peasant saint, could such now any­
where be met with. Such an one will 
take thee back to Nazareth itself; thou 
wilt see the splendour of heaven sprung 
from the humblest depth of earth like 11 

light shining in great darkness." 
Had Carlyle, the author of these words, 

visited the cottage of John Smart, nur­
seryman, Edgbaston, he would have found 
bis peasant saint, whose conversation 
would have taken him to Nazareth, and 
on whose plain and weather-beaten face 
the light of heaven mostly shone. 

This good man was the son of James 
Smart, for many years II farmer at Cannell 
Gate, near Sutton Coldfield, of whom I 
will only say that he was the father of 
twelve children, all of whom were pious, 
and that he joined very diligent work for 
God with his common toil, generally 
preaching three times on the Lord's-day, 
and sustaining to II General Baptist church 
meeting near his abode the office of pas­
tor for many years, without any remunera­
tion save the joy that the Lord gave him 
in his work, and the souls begotten for the 
Lord through his preaching. 

John, the son of whom I now write, 
'"!IIS here converted to Christ and bap­
tized; and through all the years of his 
life he maintained a warm affection for the 
church in the midst of which he was born 
again, visiting it at intervals, assistin" to 
repair the chapel when needed, and in~his 
ol~ age helping, by gifts and requests, to 
raise II fund for its entire rebuilding. 

When II young man he removed to Bir­
mingham, and associated himself with the 
Lombard Street church, of which in sub­
sequent years he was appointed II deacon. 
I will not weary the rnader with an enu­
~e!lltion of facts interesting only to those 
mt1m11tely acquainted with him, but will 
proceed to testify to those qualities of his 
heart which make his memory fragrant, 
and m!lgnify the grace of Gorl in him. 
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He . was eminently a spfritual mlln. 
Love, Joy, peace, longsuflering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, 
ab?~nded in him, and constituted him a 
spmtual magnet towards whom all spiritual 
men who came near !Jim were drawn. Love 
gave him warmth. Joy gave him bright­
ness •. Peace gave him stability, Long­
sufl'ermg helped the patience of saints 
and softened the hearts of sinners. His 
gentleness, without being weak, was ten­
der and touching, especially towards the 

young. His goodness made all men 
acknowledge the beauty of holiness. His 
faith never failing gave vitality to his reli­
gions exercises, and enabled him often to 
relllize the vision of God. His meekness 
gave him strength and constancy in suffer­
ing. Temperance gave such weight to his 
example that his life was a perpetual ser­
mon, and often drew from Christian men 
and women the admiring exclamation, " 0 
that I were like him. He is holy, happy, 
and always the same !" 

In his company rich men whose man­
sions surrounded his humble cottage for­
got their riches, and many of these rich 
saints of the locality would visit him to 
enjoy his holy conversation, and all con­
fessed him richer than they. 

This spirituality of mind was main­
tained by constant communion with God. 
"Prayer was his vital breath, his native 
air." Religious services were commonly 
seasons of unmingled happiness to him. 
Except through absolute necessity he never 
stayed away from the public worship of 
the church. During the service his atten­
tion and interest never foiled. He sang 
with heart and voice, and closed the prayer, 
and generally the sermon, with a hearty 
" Amen.'' Seldom did the writer preach 
without some expression of gratitude from 
him, or reference to something which had 
instructed or helped him. He had II good 
spiritual appetite, !lnd special faculty for 
finding something to satisfy it. Of his love 
of psalmody there are many pleasing recol­
lections. His nephew, in a letter to the 
writer, says," His fondness for sacred song 
impressed me when quite II boy. l\Iy 
brother and I used to visit him on Sunday 
afternoon during the summer mouths, at 
which time the garden looked like a little 
paradise. He would say, 'Well, can we 
rnise II song;' at the same time 1·e!lching 
down a bijss viol and repenting the words, 
'There is a land of pure delight.' During 
the singing his whole soul seemed ani­
mated with the sentiment of the hymn. In 
this way he would sing several hymns con­
cluding with Dr. Sutton's ' Hail sweetest 
dearest tie tbat binds,' &c. An hour spent 
in this way was the delight of bis soul." 
At public worship, or o pmyer meeting, his 
attitude and geneml appearance were those 
of a man fully absorbed in the spirit of 
worship, and several persons have testified 
that w!Jenever be was in the meeting there 
seemed special reverence and holy emotiou. 

He was specilllly happy llilll useful in 
,·isiting tlie poor, and conversing with the 
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anxious and inquiring. On these occa­
sions be bad so much of "the accent of 
conviction" that be seldom failed to do 
permanent good. 

He regarded the church of Christ as the 
excellence of the earth, loved it with un­
wavering and fer"ent devotion. Its minis­
ters, ordinances, people, and services, 
shared bis unbounded affection. With 
equal fervour to that of Augustine be 
could exclaim, "Oh, heavenly Jerusalem, 
our common mother! Thou beautiful 
spouse of Christ! My soul bath loved 
tbee exceedingly, and all my faculties are 
ra.-isbed with thy charms." Consistent 
with this profound religious spirit was the 
broad sympathy be cherished for all Chris­
tians. In bis later years be deplored the 
custom of all churches that forbad mem­
bers of different evangelical churches to 
come to the Lord's table unless they bad 
been immersed. He often said, "I believe 
they are the children of my heavenly 
Father, and I feel we do wrong to keep 
them away from the Lord's table." No 
desire was stronger in bis last days than 
that this exclusive system should be super­
seded by one which he considered more in 
accordance with the spirit of Christ. 

His love to me was fervent and constant. 
Though old enough to be my grandfather, 
be was always reverent and kind, often 
spoke cheering and helpful words, and on 
several occasions performed acts of deli­
cate kindness which will never die from a 
grateful memory. The young men and 
women in the church loved him intensely, 
assured that they had in him a real helper 
of their faith, though on occasions when 
they manifested pride, ingratitude, or neg­
ligence in religious duties, be would firmly 
reprove them, and so blend boldness with 
nffection as to shame them for their sin, 
whilst he drew them closer to bimself and 
Christ. During the last three years bis 
strength visibly declined, yet be continued 
to attend public worship once, and some­
times twice, every Sunday, and often once 
or twice in the week, although be had to 
walk nearly two miles each way .. His de­
votion to the house and people of God is 
manifest in words which he addressed to 
me a few months before his death. "I am 
now getting an old man. I cannot do 
much, but I will go to the door and wel­
come the people to the house of God.'' 
These greetings were hearty and sincere, 
and are now spoken of by the people with 
regretful pleasure. His last visit to the 
chapel was for the purpose of looking at 
some plans for the new chapel at Little 
Sutton. On that evening be seemed as 
well us usual, but be never left bis cottage 
ufLer that night. An attack of diarrhroa 
speedily reduced his strength. For a fort-

night be lingered, dUI"ing which time he 
seemed to have a presentiment of death. 
A II tb is time be spoke little, aml was often 
absorbed in meditation. Two days be­
fore his death, when I visited' him, he 
strengthened himself upon his bed, and 
for nearly half an hour conversed on 
heavenly things. It would be difficult to 
convey an adequate impression of that 
solemn scene. The old man lay like a 
patriarch, with grey hairs as a crown of 
glory on bis bead. His face was lit up 
with heavenly ligM. First feebly, then 
with increased strength, be spake of the 
things of God till his soul was all aglow 
with feeling, and be cried out-

" Oh for such love let rocks and hills 
Their lasting silence break, 

And all harmonious human tongues 
Their Maker's praises speak.'' 

After a minutes silence be said, "I do 
rejoice in that great atonement which 
Jesus made for sinners !" Tben, as though 
be saw the Lord offering himself as the 
sin-offering, be stretched forth his hands 
.to heaven, and said-

" My faith would lay her band 
On that dear bead of Thine, 

While like a penitent I stand 
And there confess my sin." 

As I was leaving, and expressing the hope 
that God would strengthen him, he said, 
"If it were pleasing to God I should like 
to get better for a few months that I might 
speak more earnestly for His glory; but if 
not, I am not afraid. His holy will be 
done. There is not a cloud between me 
and my Saviour." Two days after this, on 
the 21st of August, he gently breathed his 
last, being in his seventy-eighth year. A 
week afterwards we took his earthly re­
mains and buried them at bis beloved 
Little Sutton, the spot endeared to him by 
the precious memories of a pious father's 
ministry, and of his own first love and 
service for Cbrist. His wife, an excellent 
Christian women, with whom he had lived 
ju all affection, as though anxious to re­
join him, died three weeks afterwards, 
and was buried in the same grave with her 
beloved corn panion. Being dead he yet 
speaketh. His memory is held in love 
and gratitude by all of us who !mew him, 
and many in the church have been moved 
by his example to make "Christ all in all.'' 
" To rejoice in the Lord, and to walk in 
the Spirit.'' It is recorded that Pontitianus, 
a high dignitary of the Imperial Court, 
relating to Augustine the story of God's 
dealings with him, affirmed that walking 
in company with a friend in the gardens 
near the city walls he lighted upon a cot­
tage inhabited by certaill saints, " poor in 
spirit, of whom was tbti kingdom of 
heaven." There they found a little book 
narrating the heavenly life of a saint not 
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Jong departed. This they began to rend, 
nod they admired and kindled nt it, until, 
filled with a holy love and a sober shame, 
one of them, in anger with himsAlf, cast 
his eyes upon his friends, saying, "Tell 
,ne, I pray thee. what would we att~in by 
all these labours of ours ? What aim we 
nt? What serve we for? Can our hopes 
at Court rise higher than to be the Em­
peror's favourites? And in this what is 
there not brittle and full of perils ? And 
by bow many perils arrive we at a greater 
peril? And whe~ arriv~ w~ thither? But 
a friend of God, 1f I wish 1t, I become at 
once." It was the turning point of his 
course. Said he to his companion, " I 
have broken loose from those our hopes, 
and am resolved to serve God, and this, 
from this hour in this place I begin 
upon." His friend replied, " I will cleave 
to thee io partake so glorious a reward, so 
glorious a service." 

Thus may the Lord bless my simple 
narrative of His servant. Oh I Holy Spirit, 
since Thou didst make him a good man, 
full of Thyself and faith, heget his like­
ness in all who read here the wonderful 
work of God. 

Birmingham. J. H. 

ANGRAVE.-December 8th, 1868, at East 
Leake, Notts., in her eighty.fifth year, 
Mrs. K. Angrave entered into rest. Our 
departed sister had been an active, con­
sistent, and devoted member of the 
church for more than forty years. For 
many years she had been a liberal sup­
porter of the institutions of the denomi­
nation, and her house and heart were 
alwuy~ open to ministers, or any friends 
who came from a distance to special ser­
vices in the town. So thoroughly gener­
ous was she, that it was a perfect pleasure 
to partake of her hospitality. Jn conse­
quence of nn accident, she was prevented, 
during the latter part of her life, from 
attending the chapel, but her love for "the 
house of God" never declined. Though she 
l(ved to such an advanced age her facul­
ties were remarkably good, her memory 
did not seem in the least impaired, and 

within a few weeks of her death she could 
read the smallest print without glasses. 
Those who knew her will never forget her 
quick and cheerful manner of conversa­
tion. Her views of divine truth were very 
clear, ancl her knowledge of Christian 
truth extensive. In ~imple faith she 
rested on the finished work of Christ. 
She often confessed her unworthiness, and 
her only hope for salvation throngh the 
death and mediation of Jesus. The "good 
hope through grace" always cheered her, 
and when the time of her end drew near 
she was ready to enter into the presence 
of the Lord. She had been blest with 
long life, and she saw the salvation of Goel. 
Fervent and constant were her prayers 
that her kindred might meet her in heaven. 
May her children and her children's chil­
dren follow her as she followed Christ. 
Her death was improved by Mr. Bailey, at 
Le,.ke, from John xi. 23. W. B. 

W ATSON.-Feb. 6, at No. 3, Eldon Ter­
race, Bradford, Stephen Watson, in his 
forty-eighth year, leaving a widow and 
seven small children to mourn his loss. 
He was for many years one of the most 
active and benevolent members and dea­
cons of Westgate Baptist church, Brad­
ford, and in his removal to the hetter life 
the diaconate here sustained an irreparable 
calamity. He lived beloved by all, and his 
death is deeply regretted by all thet knew 
him. He had no bands in his de,.th. 

Cox.-Feb. 0, at Ripley, Eliza, the be­
loved wife of Mr. Thos. Hatton Cox, nnd 
niece of the late Mr. Thos. Ward, age,l 
thirty-one years. Her death was peaceful 
and happy, leaving, in the memory of those 
who witnessed it, a halo of light around 
her final hour. 

REYNOLDs.-Feb. 20, at Newcastle-on­
Tyne, of typhoid fever, Mr. W. C. Reynolds, 
of Leicester, aged thirty-seven. l\Ir. R. was 
for many years a member at Archdeacon 
Lane, Leicester, and was much respected 
by a wide circle of friends. 

TuRNER.-Jan. 30, at Snwley, Derbyshire, 
Henry, only son of Christopher and Anr.e 
Turner, aged thirteen mocths. "Of such 
is the kingdom of beiwen." 

iaridies. 
l{ITTIE's NEW SONG. 

"Hnppy day, hnppy day, 
When Jesus wushcd my sins away," 

Sang little Kittie, as she came along from 
school across the fields. The silvery notes 
came through the open window into papa's 
81.tudy, and papa laid down his book to 
1steu. 

Soon the voice ceased, and little patter­
ing feet were heard on the staircase, urnl 
then a gentle knock. 

"Come in, Kittie I'' 
"Papa, isn't this a nice hymn? I'Icnse, 

may I sing it to you?" 
And so papa listened ngain to tl,at soft 

voice, singing the same sweet hymu. 
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" I like • happy day' part the best, papa." 
" The chorus, you mean, don't you, 

Kittie- the lines repeated in every verse ? 
But why?" 

" Because, papa, I can't quite under­
stand the rest, but I ln1ow that if Jesus 
hadn't washed my sins away, I could never 
go to heaven to live with Him." 

" Why not, Kittie?" 
Kittie repeated slowly the verse she had 

learned that morning-" There shall in no 
wise enter into it any thing that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie.'' " And, papa, I used to 
make lies." 

"And do you think Jesus has washed 
that sin away, Kittie?" 

"Yes, papa, I asked Him to. And if 
we ask we shall receive, you know. Don't 
you like those lit?es too, papa?" 

"Yes, Kittie, very much." 
"Please sing it with me once.'' 
And so papa and his little Kittie sang 

together of that happy day, when Jesus 
washed their sins away. 

WHAT TRYING DID. 
" CHILDREN, I want each of you to bring a 
new scholar to the school with you next 
Sunday," said the superintendent of a 
Sunday school to his scholars one day. 

"I can't get any new scholars," said 
several of the children to themselves. 

"I'll try what I can do," was the whis­
pered response of a few ·others. 

One of the latter class went home to his 
father and said, "Father, will you go to 
the Sunday school with me?" 

" I can't read," my son," replied the 
father, with a look of shame. 

" Our teache~s will teach you, dear 
father," answered the boy, with respect 
and feeling in his tone. 

"Well, I'll go," said the father. 
He went, learned to read, sought and 

found the Saviour, and at length became a 
colporteur. Years passed on, and that 
man established four hundred Sunday 
schools, into which thirty-five thousand 
children were gathered I 

SLIPS FROM THE EDITOR'S PORTFOLIO, 

WHo IS THE HIRELING?-The man who 
means to do no more than he is compelled 
to do· who considers how much he can 
cut d~wn bis work so as to forfeit none of 
his wages; who exerts himself ~n the 
presence of his master, and takes his ease 
when that master is absent; who never 
begins his labour before the alotted hour, 
and who leaves off or ever the clock has 
done striking the hour of release. Who 
has not seen this servile worker creeping 

to his toil, and fleeing fi·om it? gmng 
repeated pulls at his supedluous garment 
before he became pmperly stript for bis 
employment; bnt snatching it up, and 
slinging it upon him, for his hasty march 
homeward? The man who grudges to 
make as much gratuitous over-time as 
would suffice for the hammer to drive in 
the nail, or for the spade to find the bottom 
of its shallow trench, or for the trowel to 
spread its modicum of mortar on the wall, 
rather than slat it back upon the mortar­
board ; such a man is manifestly a real 
hireling. 

Tm: NEED OF EARLY TRAINING.-As in 
every perfect commonwealth there ought 
to be good laws established-right main­
tained-wrong repressed-virtue rewarded 
-vice punished-and all manner of abuses 
thoroughly purged-so ought there to be 
schools founded for the furtherance of all 
these, so that the young may learn that in 
green years which it. becomes them to 
practise in gray hairs. 

THE BENEFITS OF lNTERCOURSE.-Plu­
tarch likened the recreation which is 
found in conference to a pleasant banquet. 
The sweet food of the one sustains the 
body, the savoury doctrine of the other 
nourishes the mind. As in banquetting 
the waiter stands ready to fill the cup, so 
in all our recreations we should have a 
tutor at our elbows to feed the soul. 

· THE NEw PAsToR's PREACHING.-The 
commencement of a new ministry in a 
church is an event which always excites 
unwanted interest, and the attention of the 
people in hearing sermons is a little 
quickened. One of the most useful men 
of this age began his work by preaching a 
special sermon to the church. This was 
followed by a second and a third, when 
some began to ask whether he had not 
something to say to sinners. His answer 
was, that he would commence witb them 
as soon as things got right in the church, 
as it would be quite useless and a mere 
mockery to begin sooner. 

A HINT ABOUT THE RECEPION OF CANDI· 
DATES,-The Rev. H. W. Beecher so.ys: 
" If a child of the church whose antece­
dents are known, was born again, and laid 
upon the church's threshold on the even­
ing of its birth, we would take it in, with­
out waiting to see whether it had vitality 
enough to keep it from being frozen to 
death if it remained out until morning.'' 

A TEAR MAY TOUCH WHEN WoRDS ARE 
vA.ni.-lt was recently stated in a large 
religious convention that an intelligent 
and strongly fortified infidel had become 
converted, and that the change was trace­
able to the impression made upon him by 
perceiving a tear in tbe eye of one who 
addressed hinl on the subject of religion. 



THE NEW YEAR AT CUTTACK. 

Cuttack, Jan. 6, 1869. 
NEW year's day was a time of great in­
terest and pleasure to as at Cuttack. It 
was the second anniversary of our Na­
tive Auxiliary Mission, and the Com­
mittee invited me to preach on the occa­
sion, which I did. The service was at 
eleven o'clock, and the congregation very 
lar~e. I preachiid from John ix. 4, and 
exhorted them all to work for God while 
time and opportunity were afforded, re­
minding them that the recent removal of 
several of our yonng people ( one of 
whom was intimately connected with the 
Auxiliary), gave additional impressive­
ness to the weighty motive, " the night 
cometh when no man can work." In the 
afternoon the Committee and subscribers 
met for the transaction of business in 
Christianpore chapel : the attendance 
was very encouraging. Ghannsbyam 
presided. The Treasurer presented bis 
accounts, from which it appeared that 
there was a balance in hand of about 
two hundred and fifty rupees (£25). 
They decided on having an assistant to 
Shem, and Sanantana was selected. 
N odeali-the place first thought of as a 
station-was wisely abandoned, and 
Khoorda (twenty-eight miles to the 
south of Cottack) was thought by all 
the most suitable place that could be 
chosen. Arrangements were made for 
buildin!! two houses with as little delay 
as possible, and the question of estab­
lishing a school was considered. The 
desirableness of doing so was strongly 
felt, and it was left with the Committee 
to take the necessary steps as soon as it 
seemed judicious. It was decided to 
have a collection at the next anniversary. 
1:'his is another step in the right direc­
t!on. Not less important was the deci­
s10n to have a special prayer meeting, 
which ia to be held to-morrow evening, 
and at which Jagoo and Makunda Das 
are to speak. I have no doubt that the 
attendance will be large. The meeting 
was a very gratifying one. We were 
there simply as spectators, "joying and 
beholding their order, and the steadfast­
ness of their faith in Christ." 
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The next day was a very exciting one, 
though the interest was altogether of a 
different character. A grand durbar was 
held in honour of the Maharajah Baba­
door of Dhenkanal. The honour was 
well merited; and I am sure your readers 
will not think any the worse of the Ma­
'barajah when I add that be never comes 
to Cuttack without calling on his mis­
sionary friends. The Commissioner pre­
sided, and in the name of the Viceroy 
and Governor-General presented him 
with an honorary dress, and read the 
sunnud promoting him to be Maharajah. 
On his part be presented, according to 
custom, the value of the dress, which 
was between 90 and 100 gold mohurs­
say 1,400 or 1,500 rupees (£140 or 
£150). The Commissioner, in his ad­
dress to the Maharajah, referred with 
great propriety to bis being a person of 
distinguished learning, spoke of the per­
sonal attention he paid to the manage­
ment of his estate, of the confidence felt 
in the mildness and justness of bis role, 
adverting to the contentment and happi­
ness of his subjects, and the loyalty they 
felt towards his person. Special refer­
ence was made to his noble and benevo­
lent exertions when famine raged, and 
when be expended in various ways not 
less than 139,000 rupees (£13,900) in 
saving those who were ready to perish. 
No doubt many thousands of lives were 
preserved by his benevolent efforts. The 
Commissioner expressed a hope that 
other rajahs and zemindars would be 
stimulated by the good example he had 
set; bot I am afraid the prospect is a 
very faint one. 

I see by the last telegraphic news from 
England that the Rajah of Parricood is 
made a Companion of the Exalted Order 
of the Star of India. Parricood is in 
the Pooree district, and on the borders 
of the Chilka. He acted well towards 
his tenants in the time of famine, and is 
therefore worthy of honour; bot I should 
think it would have been much more ac­
ceptable if the Government had replen­
ished his purse. He is very poor, and 
probably has not £20 a month on which 
to maintain his dignity. All the more 
honour to him, however, that with 
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means so limited he did so much to 
help his subjects in their time of over­
whelming calamity. 

There is just now much distress in 
various parts of Orissa as well as many 
other parts of India. Rice is much 
dearer than it was, and will, I fear, be 
dearer still. It was a very remarkable 
circumstance that when the magazines 
reached us with our letters about the 
destructive floods iu June, we were all 
sighing and praying for rain, but it never 
came. The crops have been saved 
wherever the irrigation canals extend, 
and indeed in some parts have been 
abundant; but in other regions the failure 
has heen great. I hear of much distress 
at Ungool, Sumbnlpore, and places still 
more westward. It is a time to trust in 
God and hope for the best. I trust we 
shall never again witness the heart­
rending scenes of two or three years ago. 

Allow me, in closing, to express my 
sincere acknowledgments to several kind 
friends who have recently sent me news­
papers. They rightly judged that I 
should be much interested with the de­
tails of the general election. 

JoHN BUCKLEY, 

LETTER FROM MRS. BUCKLEY 
TO MR. AND MRS. DERRY, 
OF BARTON. 

Baramana Srove, 
Dec. 22, 1868. 

IT will be three weeks to-morrow since 
I left Cuttack in company with my dear 
husband, one native preacher, and three 
of the students, also two of my school 
children. My husband is ilinerating in 
the district of Asureswara. We have 
been a distance of forty milee, and every 
day, excepting one when prevented 
through indisposition, he, with the native 
preachers, has been engaged for hours iu 
preaching the blessed gospel. The mar­
kets in this district are very numerous, 
and numerously attended both by men 
and women. Several times, two markets 
have occurred on the same day at a 
reachable distance from our encamp­
ment; then the brethren have divided 
themselves into two parties. Thus the 
seed of the kingdom has been widely 
scattered. Oh that much fruit may be 
gathered unto life eternal! Preaching 
at the markets is thought to be tho best 

way of getting at the people in this part 
of Orissa. Nearly eve1·y bit of the land 
over which we have travelled is well 
cultivated. The irrigation works in this 
part have been carried on with great 
energy, and this year the benefit of 
these works to this part of Orissa has 
been very manifest, first in preserving 
it from a destructive inundation, when 
the rains were so alarmingly abundant 
in June; and secondly, in ensuring 
heavy crops of rice, though the rains 
ceased at a much earlier period than 
usual. I have been, too, pleased to find 
the people have learnt in many places 
lessons from what they have seen of the 
irrigation works, and on many farms I 
saw narrow trenches dug through the 
fields to convey water. The cotton 
fields, onions, garlic, and sugar-canes 
were all being watered in this way. 
The rice fields on every side were being 
reaped. Wheat is grown in this dis­
trict, but I did not see any this time. 
The fields of mustard, linseed, and 
chonna (a small field pea) were all in 
flower, and beautiful to the eye as well 
as filling the air with sweet perfume. 
The fields of bhere and culthee (grains 
used for feeding cattle) looked generally 
languishing for want of rain-not a drop 
has fallen now for more than three 
months. A few showers is all this kind 
of grain requires to produce a good crop. 

The houses iu the agricultural villages 
do not generally join each other; they 
are built in the form of a square. A 
range of mud buildings opposite each 
other forming two sides, and a high mud 
wall at each end, in which is a doorway. 
These cottages are embosomed in trees, 
making a delightful shade near the 
houses, The villages are very strng­
gling, and the people not easy to be got 
at unless you go as their invited guest. 
I and my little native girls have been 
very popular with the people wherever 
we have been encamped for a few days. 
The sick have come to me for medicine, 
and whilst I have tJ•ied to benefit their 
bodies, Hetty and Emily have sung to 
them out of our poetical tracts, repeated 
the ten commandments, or read out of 
the Scriptures some of our Lord's mira­
cles. This opens the way for kindly 
conversing with them on the one all• 
important subject-true religion, and 
the wickedness, ignorance, and folly of 
idolatry. Then they have given me 
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pressing invitations to come to th~ir 
houses, bring my little girls and let them 
sing to their women; and most kindly 
have we been received. The brahmins 
have been the most determined to have 
our visits. In two places they have 
said " Why not build a house and re­
mai~ in onr midst, and teach our chil­
,dren as yon have taught these little 
girls?" Our tent at Asareswara was 
in a large mangoe grove, and sur­
rounded by villages. I and the children 
visited seven. The people treated as 
with the greatest respect, received us 
into their houses, spread a mat on the 
floor and be!(ged of us to be seated. 
The master of the house on one occa­
sion (having doubtless seen me sitting 
in the tent on a camp chair) expressed 
regret he had nothing better to offer me 
for a seat. I cannot but feel their belief 
in idolatry is shaken, bat the ignorance 
of the people is very great. Only a few 
of the upper and influential classes of the 
male population learn to read-none of 
the women or girls are taught. But I 
must hasten on. 

We have turned oar face homewards, 
and whilst writing, our tent is being taken 
down, and I am sitting under the trees. 
The two children are sitting each of them 
crocheting and singing. There is a large 
market about a mile from this grove. My 
husband and the native preachers are 
gone there. Since he left us I have been 
busy packing for oar removal six miles 
nearer home. The people are coming 
from the market, and those who pass 
thiR way are quite curious about my 
writing; so I have been telling them to 
whom I am writing, how many miles my 
letter will have to go, and why I left my 
father and mother, and brothers and sis­
ters, and how sad it makes me feel that 
they should continue idolaters, though 
they have heard of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the only true living Saviour. 
One of my patients has just given me his 
salaam. "Mem sahib, I took the nine 
pills you gave me. See! the swelling is 
quite gone, and there has been no return 
of fever." "I am very glad, brahmin; 
yon are really looking much better; 
remember it is because I love Jesus 
Christ, the true incarnate Saviour, that 
I try to do your bodies good. You can 
read; and you have promised to read 
the books I have given you, so that if 
you remain in ignorance you are without 

excuse." "I will read them. I know 
we are wrong." " How are my other 
patients?" I inquired, mentioning three 
names. " Oh, mnch better; all of those 
I know who have taken your medicine 
are better." Ten days ago I had visited 
at bis house and village, and had had 
several patients for whom I bad pre­
scribed, and in several cases given medi­
cine. Spleen, sore eyes, dropsy, and, 
with the old people, rheumatism, are the 
diseases most common; also skin erup­
tions. At snndawa this morning I went 
to a village about three miles from the 
tent. A very aged brabmin besought 
me to go and see his daughter and 
grand-daughter. I objected because I 
should soon have to move on further, 
and said, "Bring them to me." "Mem 
sahib, that could not be; unveiled they 
never leave the house." "Well: here 
am I, a perfect stranger, yet you wish 
me to go. If it is wrong for them to 
come to me, is it not wrong for me to go 
to them P" Touching me gently, he 
said, "Yon are an incarnation of holi­
ness. · No harm can befal you." 
Describing to me the state of bis grand­
daughter's eyes, I felt my ~ympatbies 
touched, so I decided to go with the old 
man. It was a lovely and romantic 
journey through pleasant fields well cul­
tivated, past villages and groves of man­
goes, palm trees, bamboos, cocoa-nut 
and plantain trees. The old man's resi­
dence was very large, though built of 
mad, and the entrance to it shaded with 
nil kinds of beautiful frnit trees. W ben 
I arrived the women S'llemed very fear­
ful. The old man forbad my servant 
who had come with me to come inside 
the enclosure. Then he invited me to 
go with him. The daughter trembled 
like an aspen leaf when I took her hand. 
She was suffering from spleen. I put on 
a blister and gave her some pills, which 
I hope will do her good. The lovely 
grand-daughter, so soon as she heard her 
grandfather's voice, felt her way to him, 
and most lovingly did they embrace each 
other; then through something the old 
man said, most confidingly the child placed 
her hand in mine. At a glauco I saw 
there was no hope of the poor child's 
sight being restored, and my tears would 
fall as I said so to the poor old man. 
His own tears fell as he fondled the 
child, and said, "God's will be done." 
He turned to me, and touching me over 
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the chin, expressive of gratitude, he 
said, "I am sure if you could you would 
have helped my child." There was a 
large family of sons aud sons' wives. 
The old man's wife was a very comely 
looking woman, with hair as white as 
snow. All would have sat ronnd me, 
but I could not stay. I knew my hus­
band wonld be wanting breakfast, that 
he might go to his work. I would have 
left tracts with them, bnt found they 
could not read. On my rising to go the 
old man said, "May peace and pros­
perity attend you. I wish you could 
have remained longer." I told him I 
feared I might hinder my husband in 
his work by keeping him waiting for 
breakfast, as I had found his house so 
distant from the tent. He said, "I am 
sorrowful if I have caused thee eorrow. 
I will go with thee to the tent, and tell 
the sahib." But I would not let the old 
man go, though I was touched with his 
kindness. He was so aged, and could 
only walk with the support of a staff, 
yet he had come all that way, and was 
waiting to see me at sunrise. I was 
deeply saddened by another sight to-day 
(the 23rd). On our way a poor man 
had fallen off his garry, and one of the 
wheels had gone over his neck and head. 
When we got op we found him dying. 
He was within a few miles from home, 
where a wife and child were waiting 
for him. 

Christmas-day.-Left my dear hns­
band early this morning. He felt it his 
duty to remain ar.d preach at the Kaji 
market, and then come on to Cuttack. 
Having had no rain for a long time, I 
feared to ride in the noon-day sun, as 
the heat always affects me. I had a 
pleasant ride of nine miles this morning, 
and reached my dear home about ten 
o'clock; found brother Bailey and my 
large family well. I wish you could 
have seen the loving reception of more 
than three hundred children. They 
kissed me on both sides of my cheeks, 
and seemed wild with joy. 

Now, dear brother and sister, I must 
close my long chat with you. Many 
tender, loving thoughts I have had of 
your darling Mary. I have felt at times 
a yearning desire to have her here, and 
then chided my selfishness, knowing how 
u1uch greater her joys are with our 
lovi11g Saviour. She taught me to feel, 
a& I never had so fully felt, what a 

privilege it was to suffer and toil in my 
Master's service. In our heavenly 
Father's good time may we be again a 
nnited family in heaven. The warmest 
love to our dear brother and sisters, and 
all our dear friends. 

THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN 

MISSIONS. 

TaE Committee on the Missions in China 
state:-

" The Committee ha,•e read the papers 
put into their. bands with the special in­
terest belonging to the record of those 
labouring in a land where are gathered 
one half of the heathen inhabitants of 
the globe-a nation long inaccessible, but 
now, as the reports of all the missionaries 
show, open in every direction to the 
preachers of the Word. Wonderful is 
the contrast between the time when 
religious services were held in secret, 
with locked doors, and the present; when 
open chapels are rented in the thronged 
thoroughfares of populous cities, and 
men from a thousand miles in the inte­
rior seek out the missionary, asking for 
religious books to carry to their far dis­
tant homes. 

But when, from a survey of the im­
mense and crowded field, we turn to re­
gard the labourers there, the dispropor­
tion is appalling. Four ordained mis­
sionaries, connected with the Foocbow 
mission, and eight in N ortbern China­
what are these in such an empire? Other 
societies are indeed sending men, yet all 
combined supply, we are told, only one 
missionary for each 3,000,000 souls. 

The missionaries are evidently labour­
ing in a hopeful spirit ; they write as 
those expecting soon to see great changes. 
To those who ask, 'What of the night?' 
their reply rings out, ' The morning 
cometh.' But burdened, weary, grieved 
by our delay to help them, they long for 
fresh labourers. A physician bas reached 
them during the past year, and one mis­
sionary is on bis way; and this appears 
to be the response, thus far, to the solemn 
declaration made a year ago, that 'this 
Board accepts the work thrown upon it 
for the evangelization of China.' It can­
not be that a want of men to enter into 
a field so vast, so promising, to which 
Providence so clearly points the way, 
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and which we have pledged oarselves to 
occupy, will much longer prevent the 
Board from fulfilling its sacred obliga­
tions, 

Meanwhile China has been drawn 
towards us. The Pacific Railroad, in 
its wonderful daily progress, is hastening 
to make this largest of mission fields 
almost the nearest. Soon, the cities to 
reach which once reqaired a periloas 
voyage of hdf a year, will be within 
thirty days' travel from onr Atlantic 
coast. And while we are delaying to 
help these benighted millions, they them­
selves approach us by their embassy, 
saying throagh the chief ambassador, 
' China invites your missionaries. She 
tells them to plant the shining cross on 
every hill and in every valley.' Strange 
words are these for the envoy of a pagan 
monarch. Your Committee echo the 
words of the Prudential Committee: 
' The invitation so frankly and gener­
ously given, should be as frankly and 
generously accepted.' " 

The Committee on the Syria mission 
say in their report :-

" The location of this mission alone 
would give it a sacred claim upon our 
hearts, lying, as it does, jast north of 
Palestine, over the hills of Galilee, the 
beautiful slopes of Hermon, the coasts 
of Tyre and Sidon, and amid the mag­
nificent scenes of the Lebanon. The 
character and condition of the people 
too, add to the claims of this field. If, 
indeed, utter prostration under grinding 
tyranny, if poverty, misery, and false 
religions can give a people a claim upon 
missionary regards, the Syrians have it. 
There is, however, no want of capability 
among the races inhabiting the soil. 
Druze, Maronite, and Mohammedan are, 
physically, a noble-looking race, and 
when the gospel shall bring them peace, 
education, and a christian civilization, 
they will lack no element of a high 
nationality. Beirut is becoming a great 
co!Ilmercial city, and our mission, with 
this for a centre, occupies a commanding 
position in the East. 

'.fhe press in Syria deserves and re­
ceives special attention from the mission. 
It is admirably located, and we believe 
has been established in God's good provi­
dence, to exert a wide influence in the 
!'egeneration of the 150,000,000 speak­
mg the Arabic, and stretching over 120 

degrees of longitade, from Liberia to 
Peking. This work has been begun none 
too soon. A frivolous and corrupting 
literature is already abroad, and it be­
comes a matter of necessity to the mis­
sion, as it multiplies readers, to multiply 
also copies of the Bible, now happily 
translated, and such other books as the 
best good of the people demands. 

The educational work of the mission 
is growing in extent and power. The 
Committee are impressed with the neces­
sity of maintaining and strengthening 
these educational institutions. The sup­
ply of a native ministry depends upon 
it, as well as the extension of a true, 
intelligent christianity. The Committee 
recommend that special efforts be made to 
recruit the numbers of this mission.'' 

The Committee on the missions to 
Western Tarkey and Greece, remark:-

" If little has been done directly for 
the conversion of the Moslem popula­
tion, the Committee feel that labours for 
the purifying and quickening of the 
Armenian and Greek churches must 
result in vast ultimate good to the 
Mohammedans; that in the living mem­
bers of those charches will be found 
epistles known and read by the Tnrk, 
which will issue in his salvation. 

It may seem at first unpromising, that 
in the great cities, Constantinople, 
Smyrna, and others, so little, compara­
tively, has been accomplished; but your 
Committee feel that the commerce of 
the civilized world greatly embarrasses 
christian eJfort there -that the mis­
sionaries have to contend, In those places, 
not only with forms of error and sin 
peculiar to those cities, but also with 
errors and sins imported from more 
civilized and enlightened lands; and the 
fact that there are so many from chris­
tian coantries without anything of a 
christian spirit, who visit those places, 
imperatively demands that their evil 
influence should be counteracted by the 
mightier influence of the gospel. 

With respect to the mission to Greece, 
we would say, that while the veteran 
Dr. King works still, persistently and 
hopefully, in Athens, he has the happi­
ness of seeing three of his pupils, who 
have been students in the United States, 
labouring successfully for Greece, and 
we feel that his long and faithful service 
is not in vain." 
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ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 
TeE remarkable solar eclipse which was 
visible in India on Angnst 18th was in 
some parts, though not at Cuttack, total. 
We had all looked forward with interest 
for months to the eventful day; and our 
dear brother who is now looking on in­
finitely brighter ecenes of glory than 
earth and time can furnish, spoke to one 
and another of ns on the subject with 
the warmest anticipation and the deepest 
interest. Great anxiety was felt as to 
the kind of weather we should have at 
the important time, especially as it is 
generally very cloudy and wet in August. 
As the long-looked for day approached, 
onr hopes were not very bright; the 
sun did not for several days give us the 
pleasure of looking on his bright face, 
and on the memorable Tuesday morning, 
as I was enjoying my usual ride with a 
dear friend, we remarked to each other 
that the prospect of h!!,viug a good view 
of the rare and beautiful phenomenon 
was far from hopeful. . A few minutes 
later and the clouds began to break, and 
our hopes to revive; and though we bad 
not so good an opportunity of observing 
the eclipse as we could have desired, it 
was really much better than we had ap­
prehended. It was truly a singular and 
beautiful sight. The heavens were more 
and more obscured as the sun's face was 

more and more hidden, and the obscura­
tion was of a very peculiar kind, diffi­
cult to describe, but far enough from 
actual darkness, while very different 
from what is observed on a cloudy day. 
I have read of the singular effects some­
times produced on birds and beasts by a 
total eclipse, bnt must say that I did not 
observe anything of the kind. The day 
was kept as a general holiday. I have 
not yet seen the reports of the astrono­
mers who came from England and other 
lands to India to witness this singular 
phenomenon ; bnt we shall all rejoice if 
something new should have been learnt 
from their observations, and shall de­
voutly say, "The works of the Lord are 
great, sought out of all them that have 
pleasure therein." " This also cometh 
from the Lord of hosts, who is wonder­
ful in counsel, and excellent in working." 
How beautiful the description of heaven 
in Isaiah Ix. 19, 20, " The sun shall be 
no more thy light by day; neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto 
thee : bat the Lord shall be unto thee an 
everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 
Thy sun shall no more go down ; neither 
shall thv moon withdraw itself: for the 
Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and 
the days of thy mourning shall be ended." 

J.B. 

fionign Jetters ~eaiire'i). 
CUTTACK.-J. Buckley, Jan. 6, 7, 
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JOHN HAMPDEN AND THE REVOLUTION OF 1640."' 

BY THE REV. G. HESTER. 

CHA.RLEs's first Parliament met on but had been noticed more as an 
the 18th of June, 1625. A strong observer than as an actor. Now, 
party spirit had already begun to however, he is heaiYl as well as seen. 
shew itself in the House of Com- He resolutely refused to lend a 
mons. They supplied the king with farthing of his money. When ques­
money, but with rather a sparing tioned as to his reasons for so doing, 
hand. The king soon manifested replied, "That he could be content 
dissatisfaction, and dissolved Parlia- to lend as well as others ; but he 
ment. He commenced to raise feared to draw upon himself that 
money by letters under his Privy curse in Magna Charta which should 
Seal. This method of procedure be read twice a year against those 
created disgust in the minds of his who infringe it." For the utter­
subjects, and as his supply of money ance of these manly words he was 
fell short of what he needed, he thrown into prison. This little in­
summoned another Parliament in cident furnishes the key and expla­
the spring of 1626. The Commons nation to Hampden's whole public 
agreed to meet the wants of the life. He took his stand on the Law, 
monarch; but they were determined and to maintain the dignity and 
that the grievances of the nation authority of the law in opposition to 
should be redressed. They at once the capricious and arbitrary pro­
proceeded to impeach Buckingham. ceedings of the King he suffered, ho 
A struggle followed. The king's bled, and died. 
anger was inflamed, and he threw Having thus reached that stage in 
~he m~nagers of the impeachment our national history when Hampden 
mto prison. Money was now raised becomes a prominent actor in public 
by means of a forced loan. This affairs, it may be interesting and in­
method was considered arbitrary and structive to some to go back and just 
illegal. It affected a fundamental take a brief glance of Hampdcn's 
pr!nciple of the Constitution. It is at private history up to this time. 
tins point in the history of England The pedigree of the Harnpdens 
~hat John Hampden first emerges can be traced back to Saxon times. 
mto public notice. He had sat in Edward the Confessor granted tho 
several of the preceding parliaments, estate and residence in Buckingham-

• Continued from page 7•t 
Vot. LXXI.-NEw SEnms, No. 28, 
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shire to the family. These are en­
tered in Doomesday Book as in the 
possession of Baldwin-de-Hampden. 
The estates descended in direct male 
succession from the times of the 
Saxons to the times of the Stuarts. 
In the wars of the Roses the Hamp­
dens adhered to the party of the 
Red Rose, and were consequently 
persecuted by Edward IV., and 
favoured by Henry VII. In the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, Griffith 
Hampden was High Sheriff for the 
county of Buckingham, and repre­
sented it in Parliament in 1585. 
Under his direction the family man­
sion at Great Hampden was rebuilt 
and enlarged. By him the Great 
Queen was received and entertained 
-with wonderful splendour and mag­
nificence. A. fine avenue was made 
through the trees leading from the 
main road up to the mansion. It 
was commonly called afterwards the 
" Queen's Gap." This fine avenue 
is still to be seen, and on a fine 
summer's day presents a_ view re­
markable for its beauty and richness. 

The eldest son of Griffith Hamp­
den was William, who succeeded him 
in the estate in 1591, and was mem­
ber of Parliament in 1593. William 
Hampden married Elizabeth, second 
daughter of Sir Henry Cromwell, of 
Hinchinbrooke, in Huntingdonshire, 
and aunt to the future Protector, 
Oliver Cromwell. William Hamp­
den died in 1597, leaving two sons, 
John and Richard. Richard resided 
at Emmington, in Oxfordshire, and 
John, the subject of this paper, on 
his estates in Buckinghamshire. 

John Hampden, the celebrated 
English patriot, was born in 1594. 
Great men were living and busy on 
the stage of life when our patriot 
first saw the light. Sir Walter 
Raleigh was in the prime of life. 
Lord Bacon had just turned twenty. 
Shakspere had been married two 
years, and was the father of three 
children. Richard Hooker was ma­
turing his great work on Ecclesias-

tical Polity. Ben Jonson was work­
ing as a bricklayer ; and the poet 
Spenser had just finished his brilliant 
" :Fairy Queen." Queen Elizabeth 
had reigned six and thirty years, 
and many great noblemen, like pil­
lars of slate, were standing round 
her throne imparting a majesty to 
her government, and a glory to her 
country. 

John Hampden recei.ved his early 
education in the Free Grammar 
School at Thame. The Grammar 
School, still standing, is a fine old 
picturesque gable-ended building. 
It was founded by Lord Williams in 
1558, the year in which Queen 
Elizabeth acceded to the throne. 
According to Murray's Handbook of 
Oxfordshire, any one may still see 
the long low room, with - the oak 
desks at which he studied. Dr. Fell, 
the theologian, Anthony Wood, the 
historian, and Pococke, the orienta­
list, were also educated at Thame 
Grammar School. 

After leaving Thame Grammar 
School, John Hampden entered as a 
Commoner at Magdalen College, Ox­
ford. While at Oxford he was 
brought into contact with Laud, who 
was then master of St. John's Col­
lege. As a student of the law, 
Hampden entered the Inner Tem­
ple in 1613. Both at Oxford and 
London he made considerable pro­
gress in his studies. Sir Philip 
Warwick bears testimony to the fact 
that Hampden had "great know­
ledge, both of scholarship and law." 

In 1619, John Hampden was 
married to Elizabeth, only daughter 
of Edward Symeon, Esq., of Pyrton, 
in Oxfordshire. The probability is 
that he became acquainted with this 
lady when on a visit to his uncle 
Richard, who lived at Emmington, 
but a short distance from Pyrton. 
His marriage with Miss Symeon 
was a most happy and prosperous 
event. "To this lady,'' says Lord 
Nugent, his most copious and ad­
miring biographer, "he was tenderly 
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attached, and in several parts of his 
correspondence he pays tributes to 
her virtues, talents, and affection." 

At this period in Hampden's life 
a great change took place in his 
character. The probability is that 
he became a decided Christian about 
this time. Lord Clarendon, in his 
history, has noticed the alteration 
which appeared in his general bear­
ing and conduct. "He was a gen­
tleman," says the noble historian, 
" of good extraction, of fair fortune, 
who, from a life of great pleasure 
and license, had on a sudden retired 
to extraordinary sobriety and strict­
ness, and yet retained his usual 
cheerfulness and affability." 

It cannot but be interesting to 
think of the young Buckinghamshire 
squire, and his gentle and beautiful 
wife, walking together on the mossy 
velvet lawns, or sitting together in 
the little church embowered among 
the beech trees, only a few yards 
from the family mansion. The read­
ing public has been lately informed, 
in an interesting paper in " Once a 
Week," from the pen of Mrs. Acton 
'l'indal, of Aylesbury, that the Rec­
tor of Hampden Church at this time 
was one Egeon Askew. He was an 
eminently pious man, and an earnest 
and godly preacher. He is described 
in a contemporary author as a famous 
man, learned beyond his age, and as 
well read in the Fathers, Commen­
tators and Schoolmen, as any man 
of his time in the University of Ox­
ford. There can be scarcely auy 
doubt that the scholarly squire, and 
the learned rector, often walked 
together in the shady woods of the 
beautiful Chiltern hills, and there 
talked together not only of things 
pe_rtaining to the nation, but also of 
thmgs pertaining to the kingdom of 
God. 

On January, 30, lfi21, Hampden 
first took his seat in the House of 
Commons. His fond mother was 
anxious that he should obtain a peer­
age. This honour was easily ob-

tained in the days of King James. 
Golden guineas bad the magic charm 
of turning squires into Lords. In 
the British Museum is a letter writ­
ten by Hampden's mother on the 
subject-" If ever my son will seek 
for this honour," she says," tell him 
now to come; for here is multitudes 
of lords a-making." "I am ambi­
tious,'' she continues, "of my son's 
honour, which I wish were now con­
ferred upon him, that he might not 
come after so many new creations." 
The advice of the mother, however, 
was not followed by the son. Hamp­
den's noble soul despised the paltry 
honours conferred by the lavish and 
undiscriminating hand of the foolish 
king. 

In 1625, . on the accession of 
Charles to the throne, Hampden 
was returned to Parliament for the 
borough of W endover. As we have 
already stated, this Parliament was 
soon dissolved. A new Parliament 
was summoned in the spring of 1626, 
and Hampden again sat for the 
borough of Wendover. It was 
during the- sittings of this Parlia­
ment that he made his first public 
stand for the fundamental princi­
ples of the constitution against the 
arbitrary measures of the Icing. As 
we have seen he was thrown into 
prison. The king, and Buckingham 
his minister, pursued such an arbi­
trary and reckless course that they 
arousecl the indignation of the public 
mind. In order to conciliate the 
people several political prisoners 
were liberated, one of whom was the 
patriot, John Hampdcn. He was im­
mediately re-elected for the borough 
of W endover. 

The Parliament re-assembled in 
the spring of 16:28. 'l'his Session 
will ever be memorable in the annals 
of England for the fact that the 
" Petition of Righf'' was drawn up 
and received the King's consent 
during its continuance. 'l'his Peti­
tion of Right is the second great 
Charter of the liberties of England. 
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It was prepared by Coke and Sel- entered a fiery protest against the 
den. Both the King and the Court conduct of the Speaker. Sir John 
opposed it, but were obliged to yield. Eliot dashed the paper containing 
Sir Robert Heath, the .Attorney his resolution on the ground. Two 
General, on the first discussion, of the members held the Speaker 
treated some of their precedents for down in his chair while the motion 
the ancient liberties of England was read. They locked the door, 
slightingly. Coke, the greatest law- and laid the key on the table. They 
yer of his day, replied, re-stating then passed several severe resolu­
them, and declaring, in the full con- tions. The House· now adjourned 
fidence of his cause, that it was not for eight days. At their reassem­
under l\fr . .Attorney's cap to answer bling on the 10th May, the king 
any of these arguments. come down to the House of Lords, 

The Petition of Right provided made a threatening speech, and 
" That no man be compelled to make caused Parliament to be dissolved 
or yield any gift, loan, benevolence, by proclamation. Sir John Eliot, 
tax, or such like charge, without Hollis, and other eminent members 
common consent by .A.et of Parlia- of the Commons, the king com­
ment; that none be called upon to mitted to the Tower. 
make answer for refusal so to do." During the next eleven years, viz., 

.After several evasions on the part from 10th May, 1629, to 3rd April, 
of the king, this celebrated Charter 1640, there was no Parliament in 
of the liberties of England became the English nation. The king and 
law, the king uttering the words, his court held the affairs of the 
"Let right be done, as it is desired." country in their own hands. John 

But in spite of the passing of the Hampden left the busy scenes of 
Petition of Right the king persisted London, and retired to his noble 
in pursuing bis arbitrary and illegal country seat in Buckinghamshire. 
measures. He levied tonnage and .As a scholar and a gentleman he 
poundage without the consent of the passed his time, in the study of the 
Parliament, which act was an in- History of France and other nations, 
fringement of the liberties of the and in taking walks among the fine 
nation. The Commons were again beech woods, the beautiful fields, 
about to remonstrate, but in order and the charming rural retreats sur­
to prevent their taking action the rounding his magnificent mansion. 
king suddenly prorogued Parliament. The learned rector of whom we 

The Parliament which had been have already spoken, was still to be 
prorogued in the summer of 1628 seen and heard in the little church. 
reassembled in January, 1629. The He was now preaching a course of 
members met in an angry mood. sermons on "Brotherly Reconcile­
Their deliberations, remonstrances, ment." These sermons were pub­
and privileges had been set at defi- lished, and have been lately dis­
ance by the king and the court. Sir covered in one of the libraries con­
John Eliot, an intimate friend of nected with the University of Oxford, 
John Hampden, proposed a resolu- by Dr. Thompson, the present 
tion condemning the unconstitu- .Archbishop of York. 
tional proceedings which had taken Hampden corresponded with his 
place under the sanction of the king. friends in London, and especially 
The Speaker refused to put the ques- with his most intimate friend, Sir 
tion to the vote. He pleaded that John Eliot, who was confined in the 
the king had forbidden him to do so. Tower, and whose sons were now 
The whole house now was thrown under Hampden's care and tuition. 
into a tumult of excitement. Selden Some of these tender and beautiful 
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letters still remain, and can be read 
in Lord Nugent's Life of Hampden. 

It was at this period of his life 
that he lost his gentle and admirable 
wife. She left him three sons and 
six daughters. Her remains were 
interred in the chancel of Hampden 
church, over which is still to be seen 
a striking epitaph written by Hamp­
den's own hand. 

To the eternal memory 
of the truly virtuous and pious 

ELIZAllETII fiAMPDEN, 
wife of John Hampden, of Great Hampden, 
Esquire. Sole daughter aud heir of Edmund 
Symeon, of Pyrton, in the county of Oxon, 
Esquire. The tender mother of a happy offspring 

in 9 hopeful children. 

In her pilgrimai;e, 
The stay and comfort of her neighbours, 
The love'and glory of a well-ordered family, 
The delight and happiness of tender parents, 
Jlut a crown of blessmgs to a husband. 
In a wife, to all an eternal pattern of goodness 
And cause of jo~ h~ili~;~l;t~n 

A loss invaluable to each. 
Yet herself blest, and they fully recompensed 
In her translation, from n Tabernacle of clay 
Andfellowshipwithmortals, toacelestial mansion 

And communion with the Deity. 
20 Day of August 163i 

John Hampden her sorrowful husband 

~aftS!Jl'~t!'it"i~~~o~~:nctnjugal love 

The history of England during 
the eleven years the king ruled 
without a Parliament is one of the 
saddest pages in our national annals. 
Much cruelty was practised, much 
innocent blood was shed. Bucking­
ham-the vain, unprincipled, and 
tyrannical Duke-had fallen by the 
hand of an assassin. But Charles, 
Strafford, Laud, and Henrietta were 
still in the exercise of arbitrary 
power. Strafford advocated a tho­
rough despotism in the state ; and 
Eaud advised absolute tyranny in 
the church. Henrietta practised 
popish rites and performed popish 
ceremonies in the royal palace. The 
Court of Star Chamber, and the 
Court of High Commission-two 
arbitrary courts, unfettered by law 
-were the instruments by which 
the people were oppressed and per­
se~u~ed. The Court of High Com­
m~ss~on was compo9ed of forty com­
m1ss10ners, twelre of whom were 
clergymen. Its jurisdiction extended 

over all England. It claimed tho 
power of regulating the religious 
opinions of all the king's subjects. 
It employed torture, fines, and im­
prisonment in enforcing conformity 
to the Established Church. 

The Court of High Commission 
was just the place for a mind like 
Laud's to gratify its instincts and 
satisfy its desires. He was carried 
away with a vindictive enjoyment, 
as he saw the Presbyterians and 
Dissenters tortured for their reli­
gious faith. It was a source of 
gratification to him to see the ears 
of heretics cut off, and their noses 
slit, and the letters S.S. burned into 
their foreheads with a bot iron. 
His dinner seemed to digest with a 
much greater ease after he bad wit­
nessed such scenes as these. Let 
us take one example of this savage 
cruelty. Prynne, a barrister, for 
writing a book, was condemned to 
be put from the bar; to stand in the 
pillory in two places; to lose both 
his ears, one in each place; to pay 
£5000 to the king, and to be im­
prisoned during the remainder of his 
life. Prynne possessed an indomi­
table spirit that could not be broken 
or subdued by persecution. Though 
his ears were cropped off, he main­
tained an attitude of manly inde­
pendence towards his persecutors ; 
and because he had 110 more ears for 
them to cut off, his tormentors 
rooted out the stumps with a knife, 
and branded his cheeks with a glow­
ing iron. He, in company with 
many other sufferers, was banished 
from the country. 

It would be revolting to the best 
feelings of our nature to recount all 
the acts of cruelty and tyrttnny 
practised during this period of 
Charles's reign. They, and the con­
sequences connected with them, 
gradually accumulated as years 
rolled on. ,v e come now to the great and 
noteworthy event in the lifo of John 
Hampden-an event which brought 
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him before the public mind of Eng­
land more than anv other event of 
his whole life. · 

In 1G34 writs were issued for a 
new tax called Ship-money. These 
writs were at first issued to towns 
along the coast, but in 1635 they 
were sent into the midland counties. 
This step was purely arbitrary and 
illegal on the part of the king. 
When the writs were sent into 
Buckinghamshire, many gentlemen 
refused to pay the tax, among whom 
was J olm Hampden. The sum he 
had to pay was very small in amount 
-about forty shillings ; but the pay­
ing of it involved a principle which 
lay at the foundation of the British 
constitution, and therefore Hamp­
den resolved to take a firm stand in 
opposition to it. Hampden's con­
duct involved him in a trial at law, 
in which the whole nation felt a dee:µ 
interest. The case was argued with 
great ability on both sides. After a 
protracted discussion, the majority 
of the judges, some of whom were 
the tools of the king, decided against 
Hampden. Notwithstanding this 
legal decision, the nation felt that 
Hampden was right, and the judges 
were wrong. 

Even Lord Clarendon, the court 
historian, is obliged to admit and 
confess, that the conduct of Hamp­
den during this celebrated trial was 
worthy of great admiration. Claren­
don's words are-" He (i.e., Hamp­
den) was rather of reputation in his 
own country than of public discourse 
or fume in the kingdom before the 
business of Ship-money; but then 
be grew the argument of all tongues, 
every man enquiring who, and what 
he was, that durst at his own charge 
support the liberty and property of 
the kingdom, and rescue his country, 
as he thought, from being made a 
11rey to the court. His carriage 
throughout this agitation was with 
that rare temper and modesty, that 
they who watched him narrowly to 
find some advantage against his per-

son, to make him less resolute in 
his cause, were compelled to give 
him a just testimony. And the 
judgment that was given against 
him infinitely more advanced him, 
than the service for which it was 
given.'' 

Discontent and agitation now 
spread througho~t the country. 
Scotla11d was up in arms against 
Laud and his popish Liturgy. It is 
said that an old woman threw her 
stool at one of Laud's bishops when 
he appeared in the pulpit to conduct 
service. "A Pope, a Pope,"· cried 
the people; "Antichrist"-" stone 
him"-shouted the excited populace. 
The church tumult spread into a 
national war. Charles conducted 
his army into Scotland, in order to 
compel the refractory Scots to con­
form to the archbishop's church. 
Things were evidently approaching 
a crisis. A great storm is gather­
ing. The thunder of war is heard. 
The king is frightened at the advanc­
ing storm. He summons a council 
of his nobility in the north. They 
advise the perplexed and alarmed 
monarch to call a Parliament. The 
king is forced to yield to their sug­
gestions. 

After an interval of eleven years 
Parliament met o.n the 3rd April, 
1640. The king opened the houses 
in person, and made a short speech 
to the following effect:-" My lords 
and gentlemen," he said, "there 
never was a king that had a more 
weighty cause to call his people 
together than myself: I will not 
trouble you with the particulars. I 
have informed my Lord Keeper, and 
command him to speak, and desire 
your attention.'' This Parliament 
was dissolved in a short time after­
wards. 

Before the close of the same year 
a petition was presented by the 
hands of Pym, praying for a Parlia­
ment, and subscribed. by 10,000 
citizens of London. Other petitions 
were sent in, and as a consequence, 
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writs were issued for a new Par­
liament. 

This new Parliament met on Nov. 
3rd, 1640. It has earned for itself 
a great name in the history of the 
country. It is known as the Long 
Parliament. Hampden took his seat 
in it as a member for Buckingham­
shire. He left his beautiful Chiltern 
hills, and his charming country resi­
dence, never more to return. He 
gave himself entirely up to public 
affairs. There was great and impor­
tant work to be done in the nation. 
The House of Commons was roused 
to the highest pitch of earnestness, 
and the members went to work with 
the greatest possible determination. 
They at once, and without much 
ceremony, broke up and swept away 
the Court of Star Chamber, and the 
Court of High Commission. Their 
fury broke loose and spent itself on 
the head of the great Wentworth. 
He was impeached and put to death 
by Act of attainder. John Pym was 
the leader in the impeachment of the 
bold and resolute Earl. In his 
speech he gave utterance to the fol­
lowing words, which embody the 
principle on which the Revolution 
turned:-

" The Law is that which puts a 
difference betwixt good and evil, 
betwixt just and unjust. If you 
take away the law, all things will 
foll into a confusion. Every man 
will become a law to himself, which, 
in the depraved condition of human 
nature, must needs produce many 
grave enormities. Lust will bec0me 
a law, and envy will become a law, 
covetousness and ambition will be­
come laws ; and what dictates, what 
decisions such laws will produce, 
may easily be discerned in the late 
government of Ireland." 

Having removed Wentworth, the 
leaders of the House of Commons 
co~mitted Archbishop Laud to 
pnson. Their resolution was now 
up, and they made the king give his 
assent to a law by which he bound 

himself not to adjourn, prorogue, or 
dissolve the existing Parliament 
without their consent. 

These events bring us to notice 
now another remarkable passage in 
the parliamentary and public history 
of our great patriot. The king 
having promised some of his confi­
dential ministers that he would take 
no step in the affairs of the nation 
without their advice, made, quite un­
known to them, a desperate attempt 
to enter the House of Commons, 
with the express purpose of seizing 
five of the principal leading mem­
bers. These members were, ]Hr. 
Pym, l\Ir. Hollis, Sir A. Hazelrigg, 
Mr. William Strode, and our patriot, 
John Hampden. 

On the 3rd January, 1642, the 
king sent the Attorney-General 
down to impeach Lord Kimbolton 
and the five Members at the bar of 
the House of Lords. "It is diffi­
cult," says Lord Macaulay, "to find 
in the whole history of England such 
an instance of tyranny, perfidy, and 
foll,." The Commons refused to 
give up their Members. Then the 
infatuated king made the mad at­
tempt to enter the House of Com­
mons by force with the intention of 
arresting them. Having gained 
admittance into the Hou,e, Charles 
spoke as follows:-"' Gentlemen, I 
am sorry for this occasion of coming 
to you. Yesterday I sent a Ser­
jeant-at-Arms upon a very impor­
tant occasion to apprehend some 
that by command were accused of 
high treason. Whereunto I did 
expect obedience, and not a message. 
And I must declal'e unto you here, 
that albeit no king that ever was in 
England shall be more careful of 
your privileges, to maintain them to 
the utmost of his power, than I shall 
be, yet you must know, that in cases 
of treason no person hath a privi­
lege, and therefore I am come down 
to know if any of these persons that 
were accused are here.' Then ho 
paused; and casting his eyes upon 
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n.ll the members in the House, snid, 
' I do not see any of them. I think 
I should know them.' Then he 
hesitated, stopped, and called out, 
'Is Mr. Pym here?' To which 
nobody gave answer. He then asked 
for Mr. Hollis, whether he were 
present; and when nobody answered 
him, he pressed the Speaker to tell 
him; who, kneeling down, did very 
wisely desire his l\Iajest.v to pardon 
him, saying that he could neither 
see nor speak but by command of 
the House: to which the king 
answered, ' Well, well ; 'tis no 
matter. I think my eyes are as good 
as another's.' And then be looked 
round about the house a pretty 
while to see if he could espy any . 
of them." 

They were not to be seen any­
where. They bad received private 
intelligence of the king's design, and 
had fled into the city. All London 
was now thrown into excitement by 
this act of tyrannical madness on 
the part of the king. The agitation 
was not confined to London, it 
spread over the entire country. 
When intelligence of the danger to 
which Hampden was exposed reached 
Buckinghamshire, it excited the 
alarm and indignation of his con­
stituents. Four thousand freeholders 
oftbe county, each of them wearing 
in his hat a copy of the Protestation 
in favour of the Privileges of Parlia­
ment, rode up to London to defend 
the person of their beloved repre­
sentative. They came in a body to 
assure Parliament of their full reso­
lution to defend its privileges. " We 
are come," said they, "to offer our 
service to that end, and resolved, in 
their just defence, to live and die." 

The great and bloody drama of 
the civil war bad now opened. Con­
ciliation and compromise were im­
possible. The Crown and Parlia­
ment began to prepare to decide 
their differences by force of arms. 

Hampden went intr> Buckingham­
shire to raise troops. He first drew 

up his troops on Chalgrove l<'ield, 
not far from the spot where he foll. 
The Royal Standard was hoisted 
at Nottingham, August 22, 1642 
Charles taking for his motto, " Giv~ 
unto Crosar his due." 

The Parliamentary army was led 
by noblemen and country gentle­
men. Their regiments assumed the 
colours of their respective leaders­
generally such a colour has had been 
wom by the serving men in the 
families. Hollis's were the London 
red-coats, Lord Brooke's the purple 
Hampden 's were the green-coats'. 
Lord Say's and Lord Manderville's 
the blue. Hampden's motto was 
V estigia nulla retrorsum-no step~ 
backwards. During the :first two 
months there was much military ac­
tivity, and some skirmishing, but no 
action of consequence. · 

On October 23, 1642, was fought 
the battle of Edge Hill, in Warwick­
shire. This was the :first great battle 
in the national conflict. In this en­
gagement much blood was shed, five 
hundred men were slain, but no 
victory was gained, and therefore 
nothing was :finally decided. 

We must pass rapidly over some 
of the subsequent engagements. 
The Battle of Edge Hill was fol­
lowed by the taking of Banbury, the 
proposed treaty of Windsor, the 
surprise of Reading, the battle at 
Brentford, near London, where the 
king defeated the parliamentary 
army and took :five hundred pri­
soners. From Brentford the king 
retreated to Oxford, where he fixed 
his head quarters, and remained dur­
ing the ensuing winter. Oxford, 
one of the oldest of the cities of 
the kingdom, and the asylum of 
classical learning, exhibited an ex­
ample of undivided loyalty to th_e 
cause and arms of the king. This 
city now became the centre of the 
royalist party in all their military 
operations during the greater part 
of the following year. 

Prince Rupert, the daring, dash-
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ing and cruel cavalier, who had 
lea~nt the art of war in Germany, 
sallied forth from the city of learn­
ing and made ravaging excursions 
into the surrounding country, lay­
ing waste whole villages, and leaving 
in his track devastation, distress, 
and ruin. 

About the middle of June, 1643, 
the parliamentary army was within 
a few miles of the king's quarters. 
The Earl of Essex, the Lord-General 
of the forces, was lying at Thame. 
Major Gunter and his cavalry were 
stationed in and about Tetsworth. 
Hampden was within sight of that 
part of the Chiltern Hills on which 
stands his family mansion. He bad 
come to Watlington on Saturday, 
the 17th June. 

On the same Saturday afternoon 
Prince Rupert sounded his trumpets 
in the streets of Oxford; passed 
over Magdalen Bridge, and left the 
city. It was about four o'clock in 
the afternoon when be departed. 
His force was two thousand strong. 
They marched southward in the 
direction of the Chiltern Hills. 
Crossing the river Cherwell at 
Chiselbampton bridge, they pro­
ceeded in the direction of Stoken­
church. The sides of the hills here 
are covered with beech woods, bram­
bles, and wil<l flowers, through which 
they stealthily passed, At three 
o'clock on the morning of June 18 
they were in the neighbourhood 
of Postcombe and Lewknor, two 
small hamlets in Oxfordshire. A 
troop of horse was stationed at 
Postcombe, and a slight skir­
mish took place. Acting in con­
cert with Prince Rupert was the 
renegade Urrie. He was a Scotch­
man, and had served in the parlia­
mentary army. Urrie was well ac­
quainted with the country, and with 
the various positions of the parlia­
mentary forces. He had lately 
abandoned the popular cause, and 
had joined the king's at Oxford. He 
was of the greatest service to Prince 

Rupert, under whom he now served. 
Guided by his information Rupert 
pushed on rapidly to Chinnor. He:v,e 
he committed great ravages, burnt 
the village, and carried away many 
prisoners. 

The morning advanced. The sun 
had risen over the beautiful Chiltern 
Hills, skirting the eastern horizon. 
The scenery, for many miles in ex­
tent, in summer, is exceedingly fine 
and picturesque. 

The surrounding villages were 
thrown into a state of alarm and 
consternation. The peaceful still­
ness of the Sabbath morning wa~ 
broken by the tramp of horses, and 
by the din and clang of war. Having 
been informed of Rupert's advance, 
Hampden at once sent off a mes­
senger to Thame, to Essex, the Lord­
General, advising him to hasten a 
force of infantry to intercept the 
cavaliers. Essex had one great 
defect in his character-he lacked 
promptitude. This defect was the 
ruin of his reputation. 

The only point at which Rupert 
could cross the river was Chisel­
hampton bridge, over which he had 
passed yesterday on his way from. 
Oxford. Hampden, with a troop of 
horse, and joined by Gunter's dra­
goons, did all he could to harrass 
and check the retreat of Prince Ru­
pert, sustained by the hope that 
Essex would speedily be on the spot 
with help. The opposing forces met 
on Chalgrove Field. The standing 
corn was waving over many hundreds 
of acres of unenclosed land. In 
these corn fields the .orces were 
arranged for battle. Rupert, ever 
prompt and daring, began the charge, 
which was hotly sustained. Major 
Gunter was slain, and his squadron 
was scattered. Hampden pressec 
on to the front ranks, and fough1 
bravely, hoping to engage Ruper1 
till Essex came up. Essex came, ai 
usual, too late. Hampden had re­
ceived his death wound, "being sl10· 
in the shoulder with a brace of bu.!-
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lets which broke the bone." One of 
the prisoners . taken in the action 
said he was confident l\fr. Hampden 
was hurt, for he saw hiiu ride off the 
field before the action was done, 
which he never used to do, with his 
head hanging down, and resting his 
hands upon the neck of his horse, by 
which he concluded he was hurt." 

Tradition says that the wounqed 
warrior first rode in the direction of 
Pyrton. Twenty years ago within 
six days he had taken his first 
beloved wife, Elizabeth Symeon, from 
this place. It was natural that he 
should ·turn thither to die; but 
Rupert's soldiers were covering the 
ground, and so Hampden turned his 
horse towards Tharne. In great 
agony, and almost fainting from the 
loss of blood, he was conducted to 
the house of Ezekiel Brown. .A.t 
first the doctors held out hopes of 
his recovery, but Hampden felt a 
conviction that his end was come. 
His country's weal still engaged his 
thoughts. ·As he lay iri great agony 
he was heard to say, "That if he had 
twenty lives, all should go this way 
rather than the gospel of our salva­
tion should be trampled under foot." 
During the time of his suffering he 
shewed wonderful meekness and 
patience. "It was nothing but 
what he daily expected," he said, 
" and he had long prepared himself 
acrainst the time." He was attended 
o; his death-bed by his old friends, 
Dr. Giles, of Chinnor, and Dr. 
Spurstow, who was chaplain to the 
green-coats. Being nearly ex­
hausted, and labouring for breath, 
he turned himself to die in prayer. 
" O Lord God of Hosts," said he, 
"great is thy mercy, just and holy 
are thy dealings unto us sinful men. 
Save me, 0 Lord, if it be thy good 
will, from the jaws of death. Pardon 
my manifold transgressions. 0 
Lord, save my bleeding country. 
Have these realms in thy special 
keeping. Confound and level in the 
dust those who would rob the people 

of their liberty, and lawful preroga­
tive. Let the king see his error, 
and turn the hearts of his wicked 
counsellors from the malice and 
wickedness of their designs. Lord 
Jesus, receive my soul." He then 
mournfully qttered, " O Lord, save 
my country. 0 Lord, be merciful 
to . . . ." and here his speech 
failed him ; he fell back in his bed 
and expired. · 

Thus nobly died John Hampden, 
England's great and illustrious 
patriot. His name will be had in 
everlasting remembrance. The lau­
rels of earthly victory did not deck 
his brow, but his calm and tri­
umphant death was worthy of his 
noble and self-denying life. 

His mortal remains were de­
posited in the quiet little church 
adjoining his mansion in the Chil­
tern Hills. His· soldiers escorted the 
body of their faithful leader to the 
toinb. They passed alqng the great 
avenue in front of the house, 
solemnly chanting the ninetieth 
Psalm as they went to the grave, 
and the forty-third on their return. 

The character of John Hampden 
shines out in the facts of his life. 
He was a gentleman, a scholar, a 
Christian, and, by virtue of all these 
excellencies, a noble and distin­
guished patriot. Even his political 
enemies can find nothing to say 
against him. His character, as left 
in history, is stainless. " The eyes 
of all men," says Clarendon, "were 
fixed upon him as their Patrim Pater 
-the father of their country, and 
the pilot that must steer the vessel 
through the tempests and rocks 
which threatened it. His reputation 
of honesty was universal, and his 
affections seemed so publicly guided 
that no corrupt or private ends 
could bias them." 

Hampden fought not for selfish 
ends, but for a public principle. 
The Ship money imposed on him 
was trifling in amount, but the pay­
ment of it involved a principle the 
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tendency of which was to undermine 
the Constitution, to make Parlia-, 
lllents a· shadow, representation a 
sham, the king's wish law, and his 
will supreme. 
· The name of H!!,mpden ought to be 

held, therefore, in grateful remem­
brance,. because. he expended his 
IDoney, his time, his talents, and at 
Jast laid down his life, to preserve 
the constitution of his country from 
corruption, . dissolution; and ruin. 
He fought for right, law, and liberty, 
against wrong, caprice, and _tyrai:iny. 
His name and cause are identified, 
with all that is pure, noble, liberal, 
and spiritual in. the· history of this 
great nation. The blood of John 
Hampden is the seed of English 
liberty. ' 

In conclusion. John Hampden, 
first cousin of Oliver Cromwell, was 
a man of clear. intellect, of warm 
affections, of dauntless courage, of 
pure patriotism, and to all large­
hearted and liberal-minded English­
man, notwithstanding the snarl of 
party and the sneer of bigotry, his 
cause was justifiable, his course hon­
ourable, and his memory is imperish­
able. Let those who value the privi-

leges of Parliament, and the liberties 
of the English nation, honour th~ 
1iame of Hampden-

" W ns he not pious, valiant, wise, and just, 
Loyal and temperate? Everything that must 
Make up a perfect harmony? Ye know .. 
His constant actions have declared him so. 
Farewell. beloved in Parliament and field; 
Farewell, thy soldiers' faithful broken shield." 

We now bid the great patriot fare­
jVell; but his noble principles shall 
abide with us. The civil and reli­
gious liberty so dear to him shall be 
precious to us. We have received it 
from the battle-field on which Hamp­
ton bled ; let us hold the blessing 
gratefully, and defend it courageous] y. 
Let us guard it against despotism on 
tne one hand, and against licentious­
ness on the other. Liberty is the 
privilege of doing that which is rig~t 
in the sight of God ancl man. The 
right of conscience to receive, hold, 
and obey God's word. For this 
great boon of civil and religious 
liberty Eliot struggled, Hampden 
fought, ifod Bunyan suffered. Let 
us who have come after them see to 
it that we maintain the great and 
precious legacy intact, that it may 
be handed forward, bright in its own 
native splendour, to the generations 
yet unborn. 

~OSIAH: A PATTERN FOR YOUNG MEN. 

Outlines of a Sermon. 

"While he was yet young, he began to seek after the God of David his father." 
-2 CHRON. xxxiv. 3. 

IT is an interesting and should be an 
encouraging fact, that God loves the 
young-takes cognizance of all that is 
estimable in the young-and that He 
has recorded the honourable sayings 
and doings of the young. Whoever 
may overlook or despise the young, 
God does not. The pnrity of Joseph, 
the self-denial of Moses, the prayer of 
Jabez, the wise choice of Solomon, the 
docility of Samuel, wero all observed 
of God, pleasing to God, and honoured 
by God. It has often been remarked, 
that while there is not an invitation 
nor a promise to the aged, as such, 
there are both invitations and promises 

to the young: e.g., "Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth," 
&c.; "I love thorn that love me, aud 
those that seek me early shall line! me." 
No higher honour could have been con• 
ferred upon the young men mentioned 
above than to be placed where they 
are among the saints of God. 

Josiah was another case in point. 
He was remarkable for his early piety, 
for the reformation he effected in the 
Rervico of God, and for being the sub­
ject of uni versa) and lasting reg rot 
when he died. "While he was yot 
young be began to seek after the God 
of David his father." To a few 
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thoughts suggested by these words 
would we call attention. 

I. Josiah had been blessed with a 
pious ancestry. 

Among that pious ancestry we may 
mention Manasseh, his grandfather, 
during the latter period of his life; 
Hezekiah, the vain yet confiding friend 
of Isaiah; and David, the sweet singer 
of Israel, and the man after God's own 
heart. The history of the chosen 
people prov~s ~nmistakeably h?w great 
a blessing 1t 1s to have a p10us an­
cestry. Ancestral prayers, as well as 
ancestral works, have been channels of 
richest blessing to remote descendants. 
When David was dying, he commended 
Solomon to God in prayer, and after­
wards when, in consequence of Solo­
mon's' "heart being turned from the 
Lord God of Israel," the Lord deter­
mined to "rend the kingdom from 
him" the event was postponed for 
Dav1id his father's sake. (1 Kings 
xi. 9-13.) To Isaac, when in the 
midst of difficulties and dangers, the 
Lord appeared and said, "I am the 
God of Abraham thy father; fear not, 
for I am with thee, and will bless thee, 
and multiply thy seed for my servant 
Abraham's sake." Though ancestral 
piety is not hereditary, it has often 
secured for descendants temporal 
blessing and religious privilege. 

Now of how many may we ~ay, 
You have a pious ancestry? Relatives 
of yours, now in eternity, were on~e 
pillars in the church on_ earth: . This 
is a high honour and a nch pnv1Iege. 
Appreciate it as you ought. 

II. There was a time when J_osi~h 
did not seek after the God of David his 
father. 

By not seeking after the God of 
David his father, we understand that 
he did not seek to understand the 
character of God as taught in His word, 
nor to possess the favour of God as 
promised in His word, In ea~ly youth 
Josiah seems to have been like many 
other youths-thou~htless, and ca~e­
less in regard to Ills soul s best _m­
terests. To know God, and to enJO,}' 
His favour, were matters _not of pn­
mary but of secondary 1mport~nce. 
Not knowing God, he could neither 
love God nor serve him as he ought, 
The knowledge of ~o~ lies11 at _-tl(e 
foundation of real religion. Tlus 1s 

Jifo eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent." During 
his early career Josiah seems to have 
made no effort to make himself ac­
quainted with the divine character, 
And this subject, so grand and im­
mensely important, is, at the present 
time, to many of the young, very dis­
tasteful. Some have literally hated 
instruction, and despised reproof, and 
and have not obeyed the voice of your 
teachers, nor inclined your ears to 
them that instructed you, Like Bel­
sbazzar, "you have lifted up yourself 
against the Lord of heaven, and the 
God in whose ban'd thy breath is, and 
whose are all thy ways hast thou not 
glorified." There may be differences 
in constitutional temperament, but all 
the young are more· or less averse to 
real piety. 

III. Josiah in early life began to 
seek after the God of David his father. 

He did not, as many do, put off this 
search until old age. Had he done so, 
he would never have sought Him at 
all; for be was slain amid the uproar 
and confusion of a battle, at a corn• 
paratively early age. He began to 
seek the Lord while he was yet young 
-when about sixteen years old. How 
many in early life have sought and 
found God. How many have neg­
lected seeking Him in youth, and havo 
died without hope. Nothing petrifies 
the heart like sin. An old man was 
once exhorting a young child to love 
Jesus and he was asked why lie did 
not I~ve Him. Ile replied, "I would 
do so but my heart is hard-my heart 
is h;rd." The longer the heart is 
closed against the influence of the 
grace and Spirit. of God, the ~ore 
impervious does 1t. become .. B~s1de, 
that Spirit may withdraw his mflu­
ence. Byron once wrote-
"My God I left in youth; He leaves me now, 

And man but works His will to lay me low." 
To seek the Lord too soon is impos• 
sible. "Boast not thyself of to-mor· 
row for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth." 

•· To-morrow I 
Where is to-morrowP In another world. 
l~or nu111bors this is certain; the reverse 
ls sure to nono." 

What changes have taken place during 
the last year I Tho brother who 
preached on behalf of our Sunday 
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school last year wae suddenly called 
away a few weeks since; one of the 
eupcrintendante, not an old man, hae 
passed from our midst; a few weeks 
since one of the youngest of your 
female teachers wae called to exchange 
worlds; and now one of the youngest 
of your male teachers has followed 
them all, as we believe, to heaven. I 
once stood by the dying bed of a 
young man, a very young man, and 
looking at me he remarked, "Who 
would have thought twelve months 
ago that my sister would have been 
dead now, and that I should be dying?" 
Perhaps not one; for they appeared 
the picture of health. And who would 
have thought twelve months ago that 
from a school like ours so many hope­
ful ones would be removed so soon, 
and that your late esteemed pastor 
would be childless? In passing through 
a wood, or over an estate, you may 
sometimes see a tree, or a number of 
trees, with a mark upon them. What 
does that mark mean? It means that 
those trees are marked to fall beneath 
the stroke of the woodman. Of some 
of you it may have been said, "This 
year thou shalt die." Are you ready? 
If not, at once begin to seek the Lord. 
Josiah bad done so years before he 
was cut down at Megiddo. Some of 
the brightest gems in the Saviour's 
crown, some of the most beautiful or­
naments in Hie church below, have 
yielded their hearts to Him in very 
early life. 

IV. Josiah continued to serve the 
God of David hie father to the close 
of life. 

It is good to begin well; it is better 
to end well. Many start well, but 
they are soon hindered. Thus it was 
among the churches of Galatia. There 
were those in the time of Jesus who 
"went back, and walked no more with 
Him." Josiah not only began well, 
but he kept on well. Of him it was 
written, that "like unto him was there 
no king before him, that turned to the 
Lord with all his heart, and with all 
his soul, and with all his might, accord­
ing to all the law of Moses; neither 
after him arose there any like him." 

V. Josiah was universally mourned 
when he died. 

"All Judah and Jerusalem mourned 
for Josiah. And Jeremiah lamented 
for Josiah; and all the singing men 
and the singing women spake of Josiah 
in their lamentations to this day." 
"Jeremiah lamented for Josiah." This 
is the highest eulogy that could be 
passed on Josiah. The tears of Jere­
miah would be intelligent, discrimi­
nating, and unselfish. He was not 
only a man, but an ardent lover of his 
country; not only a patriot, but a 
believer and an inspired prophet. He 
was one of the best and most pious of 
men. And yet there was that in the 
character of Josiah which caused his 
death to move the depths of the 
prophet's heart. W. C. L. 

Jittraturt. 
Jo1rn's GOSPEL: APOLOGETICAL LEC­

TURES. By J. J. Oosterzee, D.D., 
Professor of Theology in the Univer­
sity of Utrecht. Translated, with 
additions, by J. F. Hurst, D.D. 
Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark. 1869. 

h has been well observed by an emi­
nent English authority, Westcott, that 
we cannot pass from the Synoptic Gos­
pel~ to the Gospel of John, without 
f~ehng that the passage is a transi­
tion from one world of thought to 
another. This difference between the 
Evangelical narratives is accounted for 
b:,- considering those of Matthew, Mark, 
nnd Luke, as forming the Gospel of 
the infant church, and that of John as 

being the Gospel of the church's ma­
turity. The difference itself is one 
which is sufficiently marked to attract 
the notice of the general reader ; it 
was, therefore, likely to engage the 
special attention of biblical students 
and critics. But their attention has 
bean the more profoundly devoted to 
it in consequence of the hostile attacks 
which have been made on the Gospel 
of John by thA enemies of Christ, and 
by those who regard themselves as the 
more rational kind of Christians. 

The opposition to this Gospel, like 
most of the other anti-Christian thought 
of tho present ago, commenced in this 
country, it is supposed in 1792, by ono 
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Evanson. Passing over to the conti­
nent it was continued in Holland and 
in Germany until about 1820. For the 
next fifteen years this Gospel was left 
unassailed; but in 1835 the quiet in 
which it had been preserved was broken 
by Frederick Strauss in his notorious 
"Life of Jesus." Si.nee then an oppo­
sition to revelation in general, and to 
the received doctr,ine concerniT;ig Christ 
more particularly, has been organized 
under the name of the Tu bingen School. 
These critics see that so long as John's 
Gospel retains its place as an inspired 
narrative, written by the apostle whose 
name it bears, their theories respecting 
Christ cannot posRib1y be established. 
For the authenticity of this Gospel is 
precisely that, in the critical depart­
ment, which the resurrection of Christ 
is in Christ's personal history. These 
assailants have accordingly attempted 
to dissect the fourth Gospel into what 
they call an" artistic composition," and 
to prove that it belongs to an age much 
later than that of any of the apostles. 
The avowed object contemplated by 
their adverse criticisms is, to use their 
own words," to drive the pale phantom 
of the God-me.n from the faith of the 
church." In defence of the Goapel 
which so clearly teaches the doctrine of 
the God-man some scores of treatises 
have already been written; and among 
the best of these defensive works is the 
one mentioned at the head of this re­
view. Some 'professors and preachers 
of the so-called Modern Tendency had 
delivered lectures on the biblical ac­
count of the life of Jesus, more espe­
cially on the Gospel of John, in the 
Odeon, at Amsterdam, in Holland. 
Partly in reply to them Dr. Oosterzee 
gave a course of four lectures in vin_di­
cation of John's Gospel. A translat10n 
of them into English, hy Dr. Hurst, has 
been issued by the Messrs. Clarke, of 
Edinburgh, and we lose no time in 
strongly recommending the small 
volume to our readers. The lectures 
treat of the authenticity of John's 
Gospel-of John and the Synoptic 
Gospels-of John's account of Chri~t's 
miracleR-and of the Johannean Christ. 

As these lectures were delivered to 
a large auditory in a city hall it may 
be presumed that they are free from 
all such technical terms and abstruse 
reasoning as would be unsuited to the 
popular ear. Such is the fact. They 
are learned and argumentative, but as 

they give the results rather than the 
method of the author's investigations 
they are intelligible to all ordinar; 
readers, as well as to ministers and 
scholars. A single specimen will shew 
this, and we select oue from the close 
of the book. 

"Johp's Gospel has for many·a repul. 
sive, and, nt the sa·me time, an attractive 
pow'er; and the J<ihannean Christ still 
walks uninjured nnd unimpeded ns·Ei:e once 
tlid through His opponents whci tl1reatened 
to stone Him; and He is still protected by 
a better guard than His weak friends. It 
is impossible for us to suppose that He 
bns alre~dy spoken His last words to this 
generation. ... . 
. " You may ask: How is that abyss to be 
filled up which, in our day, separates so 
many from Him and His gospel ? I can. 
pot do better than give you an answer in 
three expressions. , · 

" First: We must fovrease our self-know­
ledge, which can bring us to a deeper 
I.nowledge of 6tir sins, and at the same 
time show us 'that it is impossible to ob. 
tain eternal peace· through such a miser• 
able gospel as the negative critics would 
inflict upon us, instead of the one that is 
so well known and established. 
, "Second : Our study of the Holy Scrip­
tures, and particularly of the Gospel,s, must 
be more thorough. Which of you possess. 
ing a priceless gem would allow himself to 
be told that he has for years been orna­
menting himself with a false stone, witb. 
otit using every means at his command to 
test its purity and brilliancy. But the 
spiritual Gospel sheds on you a more daz­
zling light than the most brilliant dia­
mond, Bring your treasure calmly to the 
test I We do not fear to try the sacred 
cause which we defend : our only fear is 
that it be not sufficiently tested, or tested 
in the wrong way. Many n one who does 
not believe anything takes the authority 
of others for rejecting every thing, and 
will not any longer listen to, or read, what 
mny be advanced in favour of the Gospel. 
I implore you to search the Scriptures for 
yourselves, which contain more traces of 
inward trnth than the mo•t experienced 
person can prom to y~u. Your faith must 
be your personal and mdependent posses­
sion, nnd if it be necessary you must ,hnve 
it even at the expense of severe contltct. 

"If you have this faith, the chief way for 
gaining the prize set before you is-Third: 
By a more faithful and unflinching con­
fession. It is , ,at the critical searching f~r 
hypotheses, but the well grounded test!• 
many of faith that shnll aud will conquer 
the world. People of the Lord I persevere 
in this testimony, especially you whom be 
hus endowed above others witli the gift to 
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do it, Will not every evidence of decrease, 
nnd coldness, nnd weakness in your testi­
mony, be regarded ns an indubitable sign 
that those in the church who were faithful 
to tbeir confession have lost faith in their 
doctrines ? Woe to us, if weariness, or 
obscurity in our words nnd deeds, should 
give occasion to our opponents to forge 
such weapons out of our lamentable 
course I B appy shall we be, learned and 
unlearned, if, in these days of conflict and 
apostacy, we merit the praise which the 
same John, whom we have considered, has 
recorded: 'Thou boldest fast my faith, and 
hast not denied my name!' "-J?P• 236-239. 

THE MINER OF PERRAN-ZABULOE; OR, 
SIMPLE RECORDS OF A Goon MAN'S 
LIFE. By W. Da'l-is Tyack. Second 
Edition. London: E. Stock, Pater­
noster Row. 

THE compiler of these records justly 
states that while " Representative 
Men" in neatly all ranks find bio­
graphers, very few memoirs are ever 
wrtten of those who have lived and 
died as working men in the lower ranks. 
Yet as there are many in this sphere of 
life who are men of high Christian 
character he thinks it would be en­
couraging to the humbler classes if 
more lengthy memorials of them were 
written than appear from time to time 
in our magazines. He was induced to 
carry out his own convictions on this 
subject by publishing this memoir. 
Soon after its appearance, in 1866, it 
fell into the hands of the late Dr. 
John Hannah, who highly commended 
it; and so a second edition appears, 
which we have no doubt will find a 
ready sale among the W esleyans, not 
only in Cornwall, where the good miner 
lived, but in districts far remote. 

Go UP HIGHER. By G. Hunt Jackson. 
London: E. Stock. 

A SHORT and sweet sermon, published 
at the request of those who heard it 
preached, and intended to enforce the 
duty of taking our proper place. To 
t½ose who do so, God will say, "Go up 
higher." "All God's dealings with us 
are to lift us higher. Every circum­
s~ance i~ life's changeful and eventful 
history 1s to train and discipline the 
soul for the divinest service on earth 
and the loftiest employment of heaven'. 
Life is a school : the scholars pass 
through a graduated course and all 
lessons God would have us' so learn 

that they may be turned into 'songs 
of degrees,' till the last earthly degree 
is taken, and the highest honour is 
awarded, and the soul hears in the 
message of death the Father's voice, 
Go up Higher." "Lifted higher," 
were the words which a widowed 
mother inscribed on the tombstone of 
an only daughter. A young Christian, 
in dying, declared how soft and balmy 
the sleep of death may he by making 
her expiring moments musical with 
the words, " Higher ! Higher !" 

A NARRATIVE OF THE C1tUELTIES 
inflicted on the Friends of North 
Carolina Yearly Meeting during 
1861 to 1865, in consequence of their 
Faithfulness to the Christian View 
of the Unlawfulness of War. 

THIS Narrative is written by an Eng­
lish Friend, Joseph Crosfield, of Reigate, 
who, in a journey through the scenes 
of the late great rebellion, was credibly 
informed of all the cases of cruelty it 
contains. It has been thought right 
to record these snfferings of the Friends, 
not because of their exceeding severity, 
but because of the principles for which 
they were endured. The narrative is 
painfully interesting. 

WORKS RECEIVED. -The Sunday 
Magazine-The Sword and Trowel­
The Scattered Nation-The Jewish 
Herald-The Church-The Hive-Old 
Jonathan-Topics for Teachers-The 
Christian Freeman, &c. 

We invite attention to the following 
announcement :-

A Liberal Gift to Sunday-school 
Teachers.-A gentleman who is much 
interested in the circulation of Sun­
day-school literature has offered to 
bear the loss of supplying five hundred 
Sunday-school teachers each with a 
copy of the volume of the Hive for 
1868, at one shilling eacli. As this is 
nearly half-price no expense can be 
incnrred for carriage, &c., and applica­
tions will he attended to in the order 
of their arrival till the five hundred 
copies are exhausted. Applications 
must be made direct to F.L., care of 
Mr. Stock, 62, Paternoster How, Lon­
don, enclosing twelve stamps, aud if 
the volume is to bo sent by po8t five 
stamps must be sent in achlitiou. 
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THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 

0, BROTHERS in the grandest work 
Which hearts and hands essay, 

Bethink you can we e'er succeed 
But by the noblest way? 

Are we not servants of a God 
Who gave His only Son 

To sorrow, agony, and death, 
Wherein our heaven was won. 

He leads us to our glorious end 
Who loving laid aside 

His happiness, His wealth for us, 
And wooed us while He died; 

He lives to crown with large reward 
The little we can do ; 

We all shall rule o'er many things 
If faithful in a few. 

Fair are the minarets and domes 
That grace the idol fane, 

And rich the gifts at heathen shrines 
Poured freely as the rain. 

Chapel House, Castle Donington, 

For ages human lives like pearls 
In wine of tears and toil 

Have been dissolved, lest idols thirst 
While feasting on the spoil. 

Then, brothers, let no narrow thought 
Our royal work retard ; . 

Break each his alabaster box, 
And ~hed the costly nard. 

Our measure is for Christ press down, 
And gladly heap it high; 

Nor grudge to draw and bear the wine 
Which is His own supply. 

Be sure the banner of His love 
Shall float o'er all the world, 

But onward borne by largest hearts, 
By kindest hands unfurled. 

Then, brothers, in this grandest work 
Which hearts and hands essay, 

Large be our hearts and kind our hands, 
And ours the noblest way. 

E.H.J. 

iorrtsponhtntt. 

THE LATE MISSION 
CONFERENCE. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-As you have admitted 
into your Magazine, from the pen of 

'Mr. Crassweller, some rather piquant 
animadversions on myself and my ex­
planatory letter, your editorial impar­
tiality will, of course, concede me the 
right of a brief rejoinder. 

Before the Magazine for this month 
had reached Kegworth, one of the most 
educated and gentlemanly ministers in 
the circle of my acquaintance favoured 
me with a fraternal epistle, expressing 
deep sympathy for the trea_tment I am 
now receiving from cer~am quarters 
because of my recent daring; and also 
characterizing the "animus" of Mr. 
Crassweller's strictures as he thought 
it deserved. If I might give your 
readers a few lines from his letter,* I 

• I have had another friendly line or two from 
our worthy '£reasurer, without an.y complaint of 
wy quotations from his former op1sUo. So that 
may rest. 

could be quite content to lay down my 
own pen. But not having sought per­
mission to do that, the responsibility of 
this reply to Mr. C. must rest upon 
myself alone. 

I really wonder Mr. Crassweller 
could make such assertions as he does 
respecting the readiness of the Mission 
Committee to "welcome" financial re­
formers to their meetings. Can he 
have forgotten how I was interrupted 
in bis own chapel, as soon as ever the 
genus and gist of my paper were per­
ceived? and how certainly I should 
have been "put down," if possible, had 
not the chairman ruled that, as "free 
and full discussion" had been guaran­
teed, I must be allowed to proceed? 
Can he have forgotten that, despite t!te 
chairman's ruling, several of the most 
blatant of the brethren kept rudely 
assailing me so long as I ha.d occasion 
to stand bef'ore them? Is he not aware 
that I am now stigmatized as "a fire­
brand;" and that I never need hope 
for forgiveness from some so long as I 
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may live? Does not Mr. C. himself 
oint me to Joseph's brethren, as 

having displayed a spirit of impiety 
and cruelty somewhat jCYl'eahadowing 
my own ? And will he, in the face of 
all this, affirm that "none need be 
afraid of brusque treatment, but that 
every one is allowed a fair, full, and 
candid hearing?" Mr. C., as a com­
parative stranger in the Connexion, 
and as a gentleman of superior attain­
ments and pretensions, will be listened 
to with courteous forbearance and 
deferential favour whatever he may 
choose to say; but smaller men, who 
have been labouring in the denomina­
tion for thirty or fort,v years, whose 
humble origin and common-place ante­
cedents have no halo of awe-inspiring 
obscurity about them, may lay their 
account (as I certainly did) with more 
impatient and peremptory treatment. 
"Is not this the carpenter's son? Is 
not His mother called Mary? And 
His brethren James, and Joses, and 
Simon, and Judas? And His sisters, 
are they not with us? And they were 
offended in Him." 

Mr. Crassweller has attended the 
Committee meetings for foui· years and 
upwards, but he has never seen me at 
one of them, he says. Well : how 
many times four years did I attend 
the meetings, more or less, without 
seeing Mr. C. at any one of them? Of 
course, there were valid reasons for hi,s 
absence; and is it to be assumed that 
my non-attendance, now-a-days, is 
simply attributable to caprice~ If Ur. 
C. desires me to account for my ab­
sence, I am prepared to do it; but he 
would not deign to inquire into such a 
trivial matter. Why, tlien, trouhle 
your readers with his remarks on the 
subject? 

Now let us come to the more "funny" 
part of Mr. Crassweller's communica­
tion. "'!'here is a· time to laugh." 
Mr. C. evidently has the faculty of 
risibility, and he endeavours to work 
upon the imagination of others so as to 
g~t up a general merry-making at my 
expense. Well : [ am not offended 
~ith him for doing so; I am rather 
chsposed to join in the concert. Pope 
says, " Laugh, where we must;" and 
Cowper says, "Laughed at, he laughs 
again." This is confessedly a merry 
age; and I have sometimes regarded 

I 

it as one indication of our Heavenly 
Father's goodness that we so often 
meet people with smiling counte­
nances, and so seldom find them bathed 
in tears. As Mr. C. is quite capable 
of appreciating" singular" and" funny" 
things, I had thought of presenting 
him with half-a-dozen cartoons (a la 
Punch), which amused me a good deal 
as I sketched them in my own imagi­
nation; but they would take up too 
much of your space, and would not be 
enjoyed by your graver readers, so I 
conclude without them. 

I do not regret the reading of my 
paper at Derby. I have many assur­
ances of fellow-feeling from brethren 
who were present, and others who were 
not there. It will now be well known 
throughout the Connexion, that if there 
is any extravagant expenditure of the 
missionary money, I am not answera­
ble for it.* 

Wishing you, dear Mr. Editor, every 
needful blessing, and having no ill-will 
at all to ]\fr. Crassweller, I subscribe, 

Yours truly, in Christ Jesus, 
THOS. YATES. 

KegwCYl'th. 

SALVATION BY BAPTISM. 

NOTE BY THE EDITOR.-Mor'l letters 
on this subject have been sent to us, 
with earnest requests for their appear­
ance; but as we object to prolonged 
controversies on any single question, 
we decline to extend tlie correspon­
dence on this subject any further. 

Our own answer to the Querist, ap­
pended to his letter, has been com­
mended by some, and by others it has 
been complained of as too short and 
too sharp. In deference to the wishes 
of a very dear brother, who took the 
trouble to write a long reply to tho 
Qnerist, we inserted his epistle in our 
last number. On that reply we take 
the liberty of writing a few friendly 
strictures, not to gratify any personal 
fl'elings, but to serve the cause of 
Scriptural truth. 

• I never charged tho 1\-lission, or any ol' our 
Institutions, one penny Jui· travailing tu tho 
Committee 1neetings. 
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The first part of brother Mathews' 
epistle, enumerating the things to 
which salvation is ascribed, is wholly 
irrelevant, with the exception of the 
closing paragraph, which expressly 
connects salvation with baptism. But 
instead of explaining in what the con­
nection lies, he proceeds to give a defi­
nition of salvation, speaking of it as a 
salvation from" the guilt, death, power, 
defilement, ignorance" of sin, and 
" from all its consequences, by the 
final redemption of our Jiving Head." 
Accepting this account of salvation 
(which should have been put first, and 
not second in his paper,) it will be seen 
that he has not only defined salvation, 
but that, in the superadded claus!.', he 
has assigned its cause and instrument. 
We are saved "by the final redemp­
tion of Christ." That is rightly men­
tioned as the primary and procuring 
cause of our salvation. . 

But as one text of Scripture teaches 
that baptism saves us, Mr. M. was 
bound to state whether it does so ac­
cording to his previous definition of 
salvation, or in some other way. He 
evidently believes that salvation, in 
the highest sense, is accomplished by 
the Christian redemption. It follows, 
therefore, that the salvation which is 
connected with baptism is either of 
another and a lower kind, or that bap­
tism is of co-equal efficacy with the 
Christian redemption. If the salvatio_n 
itself is different, then of what use 1s 
his dPfinition under division III.? That 
is as irrelevant to the case in hand as 
are the thirteen paragraphs under 
division II. 

The only portion of hie paper ~hic_h 
is really pertinent to the question 1e 
the last marked IV., where he answers 
hie own'inquiry, as to the way in which 
baptism can be said to save us. But 
here our brother invents rather than 
discovers and obscures instead of ex­
plaining.' The six modes indicated by­
his numerals are double that number 1f 
all the particulars comprised_ under the 
third are counted. How curious to say 
that baptism, even received ~B he 
thinks it should be, "saves from mfant 
baptism, baptismal regeneration, sacra­
mental efficacy, prieetism, popory, and 
all State-Churchism" ! I Not much 
more exact are the statements that it 
saves "from being any ionger of the 

world"-saves "by bringing us into 
the fellowship of the confessors of 
Christ"-" saves from the misery of 
resisting God"-or " eaves into (sic) 
the divine happiness of promoting the 
salvation of others by our testimony." 

To repeat these phrases of our es­
teemed brother without comment is 
sufficient to show how loose and inac­
curate they are : and he must bear 
with us in expressing our regret that 
he has not written more wisely and 
worthily on one of the leading religious 
controversies of the present age. On 
the subject of baptism w1, counsel 
neither silence nor reserve, preferriag, 
on every occasion of its being adminis­
tered, to insist rather strongly on the 
duty and privilege of the ordinance. 
Bui together with the most open and 
strenuous advocacy of baptism, we 
desire to maintain a rigid adherence to 
New Testament teaching respecting it, 
and to exercise the utmost care in the 
use of terms whereby to illustrate and 
enforue that infallible teaching. It is 
not surprising that the early Fathers, 
who were accustomed to the tropes 
and metaphors with which eastern 
speech was embellished and beautified, 
should have spoken of baptism as they 
did-calling it "the beginning and 
source of divine favours;"* designating 
its very water as "the water of life ;"t 
and asserting its effect to be "a union 
with immortality."! But we may won­
der that modern divines, with a plainer 
dialect, should be at all imposed upon 
by these patristic hyperboles, and 
should, to any extent, (as one of our 
moat graphic church historians says) 
" wanton it with their wits in the 
mysteries of religion." 

We impute nothing of this nature to 
our esteemed and venerable brother ; 
yet we wish that, while refusing his 
sanction to the ceremonialiam of the 
age, he had discarded tho supposition 
that salvation is, in any literal or theo­
logical sense, dependent on baptism. 
Most emphatically do we repeat our 
own original belief, that any person 
who finds no better salvation than 
what is "contained in ordioanceB," 
will not be saved at all, in the scrip­
tural meaning of the word. Tho 
strongest text, 1 Peter iii. 21, is ex· 

• Origen. t Justin. t Ireneus 
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plicit in mentioning that baptism saves 
us in "figure," or as an antitype only, 
but that its efficient means is "by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ;" inter­
posing a parenthesis to prevent any 
misconception, in which we are told 
that baptism is not the putting away 
of the filth of the flesh, but the answer 
of a good conscience toward God. Or, 
to use the terse interpretation of Ter­
tullian : Anima non l,a,vatione sed respon­
sione sancitur. Not by any bath, but 
by that second birth, of which the out­
ward washing is the proper sign-and 
only the sign-is the soul sanctified 
and saved. Not, however, as Leighton 
observes-" not empty signs to them 
that believe, nor effectual causes of 
grace to them that believe not." The 
resr.mblance of baptism by immersion 
to the death and resurrection of Christ, 
and the suitableness of the one to sig­
nify our faith in the other, are manifest. 
It is thus that baptism does now save 
us, not as putting away the filth of the 
flesh-for all the virtue contained in the 
ordinance itself is " the answer of a 
good conscience toward God"-but as 
affording a sign of our salvation by the 
victorious resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. See Andrew Fuller's 
Works, p. 729. 

The supposition that baptism, as an 
external rite, can save, that is, impart 
spiritual and eternal life, is quite ab­
surd ; and those who entertain this 
supposition are "given up to strong 
delusion, even to believe a lie." The 
true opinion is that baptism is an em­
blematical representation of what actu­
ally saves; and Pater's reference to 
the subject is in substance this : a man 
has a good conscience : he has obtained 
t\1ie good conscience by the resurrec­
t10n of Christ : he makes a declara­
tion or confession (the right word for 
"a;1ewer") in his baptism; and so far, 
or 1n this way, baptism eaves him. 

MEANS TO PROMOTE A 
REVIVAL. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-The following resolutions 
were adopted at a church meeting held 
at ~eake, April 13, 1806, to promote a 
revival of religion ; and as they are 

admirably adapted to the present times, 
we send them for insertion in the 
Magazine. If these simple resolutions 
were carried out in all their integrity, 
we should not long have to complain of 
want of success. 

W. BAILEY. 

RESOLVED :-1. To attend to our 
personal duties, diligenlly and con­
stantly to read the Scriptures, with 
serious meditation and earnest prayer. 

2. Unitedly endeavour to promote 
the power of vital godliness in each 
others' souls. For this purpose culti­
vate a spirit of affection one for 
another. In order to this, carefully 
lay aside those things which would 
hinder it, such as " whispering," 
"backbiting," and " evil speaking;" 
and on the other hand manifest a ten­
der concern for each others' welfare 
by frequent conversation. Comfort, 
strengthen, direct, and encourage one 
another. Exercise charity and mutual 
forbearance. Pray with and for one 
another. Establish private rpeetings 
for this purpose, and for experience. 

3. Use every possible means for the 
spread of religion. Recommend it in 
our conduct and outward deportment, 
that the world may Bee that we not 
only possess religion, but enjoy it. 
Invite our neighbours and acquaint­
ance to attend divine worship. Recom­
mend religion to them, especially when 
their minds are impressed under preach­
ing; and shew particular friendship to 
those who attend the house of God. 
Be regular and constant in our attend­
ance upon the worship of God, espe­
cially church meetings, ordinances, and 
weekly lectures. And, lastly practise 
family worship. 

[To this we append the following, as 
recording the views of an American 
writer on the eubject.-Eo.] 

11 It has been a serious question with 
many, whether revivalists or evan­
gelists, as they are sometimes termed, 
are really of great benefit to the church. 
It is said by those opposed, 'that the 
revival ceases as soon as the revivalist 
leaves. Multitudes are brought into 
the church who are not soundly con­
verted. The affections of the people 
are transferred from the regular pastor 
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to the transient preacher.' The former 
is brought into unfavourable contrast 
with the latter. His ministrations 
have not the same spiritual glow. His 
appeals to the con~cienc~ are feebJe in 
comparison. A shght, 1f not senous, 
snspicion involuntarily arises in the 
minds of his congregation respecting 
his spiritual fitness for the position. 
He is not as holy as he ought to be, or 
be would have more unction and power. 
Gross injustice is thus often done the 
faithful, laborious minister of Christ. 

We do not admit, however, that the 
labours of these evangelists are not 
often of signal benefit. We should 
deny palpable facts were we to do so. 
But there are evils connected with 
their efforts as well as beuefits. The 
objections enumerated have great force. 
Half awakened persons are influenced 
by the high spirit~ial pressure bro11g_ht 
upon them to beheve they are Chns­
tians. They attend four or five meet­
ings a day while the week of excite­
ment lasts, and then are not to be 
found in the prayer meeting or class 
meeting twice during the year. The 
evil is almost unavoidable. Granted 
the purest intention on the part of 
these earnest revivalists, they uncon­
sciously mingle something of the 
earthly with the flame of their zeal. 
There is an anxiety for success-a 
natural anxiety. Their success is the 
number of converts. If there are no 
converts there is no demand for their 
labours. Hence mere attendance, 
rising up or coming forward, or a state­
ment of the inquirers that they feel 
better, are often taken as the absolute 
evidences of a change of the heart. 
'l'he large number of con".erts is widely 
published. The ~hu_rch 1s s~p_posed to 
be in a most flounshmg cond1t10n; but 
the pastor finds' hay, wood, and stubble' 
instead of 'gold and precious stones,' 
given him to build up on the founda­
tion of Christ and the apostles. 

As to the objection made respecting 
an unfavourable comparison, no true 
minister of Christ would weigh that in 
the balance if a genuine revival fol­
lowP.d the labours of these men. ' Do 
good by whom thou wilt,' is ever his 
prayer. Some are set for the defence 

of the truth, others for its cogent pre­
sentation to the conscience. Some are 
to begin where others leave off, and 
carry the wol'l, on to perfection. But 
every minister of Christ may have a 
revival in a greater or less degree. 
And because he may, he ought to 
have it. 

And now we believe we can suggest 
a remedy for some of the evils men­
tioned as pertaining to the work of 
evangelists. Let these brethren come 
in to help, not supercede, tbe stated 
preacher. Let the latter l,>e the ruling 
spirit, and not an insignificant cypher. 
Let the work first begin within the 
church; let the Pentecostal shower 
fall on pastor and people in answer to 
their faith, and prayer, and works; 
then with tongues of fire shall they 
speak the wondrous work of God, and 
daily shall be added to the church such 
as shall be saved." 

BAZAAR FOR NEW BAPTIST 
CHAPEL, LEICESTER. 

'l'O THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-Will yon allow me to re­
mind your readers that the members 
of the church and congregation meet­
ing at Dover Street Chapel, Leicester, 
are intending to hold a Bazaar for the 
sale of useful and fancy articles in the 
Temperance Hall, during the first 
week in May? 

The ladies who have kindly under­
taken the management of the stalls 
have been very busily engaged during 
the past year in preparing useful and 
fancy articles; and are confidently 
looking to their friends and symp~­
thizers in the General Baptist Denomi­
nation still further to increase the 
attraction of their stalls. 

The Ladies' Bazaar Committee will 
be greatly obliged if their fri,mds will 
kindly send in their contributions of 
articles, &c., not later than the last week 
in April. 

Yours sin~erely, 
M. J. GoADDY. 

Leicester, 28, Evington Street, 
March 20, 1869. 
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I-JAI,IFAX, West Vale Branch.-The new 
chapel at West Vale should have been 
opened at Easter-twelve months from the 
time of turning the first sod-but owing 
to dilatoriness on the part of some of the 
contractors, and the place being still in a 
somewhat unfinished state, this has been 
abandoned till after Whitsuntide. The 
bazaar in aid of the building fund has 
now been definitely fixed to be holden on 
the 20th and 30th of April, and the 1st of 
May, in the New Assembly Rooms at 
Halifax-the most chaste and handsomely 
decorated rooms in the town. A pre­
iiminary meeting has been held, and the 
reports from the various stall-keepers are 
highly satisfactory, auguring favourably 
for there being no lack of "saleables." 
Various committes have been appointed 
for different departments, and there ap­
pears to be a determination amongst all to 
do what can be done to render it a suc­
cess. Many kind promises from friends 
at a distance have been fulfilled, and our 
deepest gratitude may ndw be expressed 
for the many donations sent; but we hope 
yet to receive many parcels of "nimble 
work" from others, which our friends will 
oblige by forwarding at their earliest con­
venience. Rev. R. Ingham, Aked's Road, 
will be glad to receive any contributions; 
any 1my parcels for Rev. J. H. or Mrs. 
Atkinson, may be sent direct, addressed, 
"Care of Mr. Joseph Binns, 3, Lord 
Street, Halifox." 

EPWOIITH.-On Lord's-day, Feb. 28, onr 
anniversary sermons were preached by the 
Rev. W. D. Johnson, Wesli-yan minister, 
trom Ferry.on-the-Trent, who preached 
ID the afternoon nod evening to a crowded 
audience. On l\Ionday, l\foroh 1, our 
annual tea was held in the Methodist 
New Connexion school-room (kindly lent 
for the occasion), when about 300 persons 
sat down and partook of "the cup which 
cheers but not inebriates." At its close a 
public meeting wns held. The chair was 
occupied by Mr. W. 'S. Mnyhew, from l\Iis­
terton (Independent), when powerful ad­
dresses were delivered by Mr. Thornton, 
of Misterton (Wesleyan); an<l the Revs. J. 
Fogg, J. Stutterd, and W. M. Anderson, 
the General Baptist Ministers of I\Iister­
ton, Crowl~, and Epworth. Our thanks 
are due to the worthy minister at Crowle 
and his friends, who, in conveyances, cnm~ 
~ the help of the Lord against the mighty. 

0 llections, £10.-0ne of the speakers 

made a deeply-interesting statement to the 
meeting, namely, thnt the Rev. William 
Bradford, one of the Pilgrim Fathers, was 
born at Austerfiel<l, near Bawtry, a village 
about eight miles from l\Iisterton; and 
that in the year 1610 he was the founder 
and for ten years pastor of the General 
Baptist church at I\Iisterton; and that he 
frequently preached for the General Bap­
tist chttrches at Epworth and Btttterwick 
till the year 1620, when he and his noble 
bancl sailed from Plymouth in the ship 
Ma?1,ft,010er, and landed in New England. 

DERBY, Parker Street. - On Sunday, 
March 14, the second anniversary of the 
Baptist chapel was held, when three ser­
mons were preached-morning and even­
ing, by l\Ir. Dunnicliffe, of Castle Doning­
ton; and in the afternoon by the Rev. J. 
Wild, minister of Agard Street chapel. 
The services were well attended, especially 
in the evening. On the l\Ionday following 
a public tea meeting was held, when a 
goodly number of friends sat down to a 
good tea provided for them. Afterwards a 
public meeting was held, when stirring 
addresses were delivered by the members 
of the Baptist Preachers' Association. 
The choir snng several anthems on both 
occasions, which enlivened the meetings, 
ancl gave great satisfaction. Since tbe 
above place was opened, success has 
crowned every eflort, and we have now 
about thirty members; ancl our Sunrlny 
school is in a flourishing state, having 
about l'W scholars on the books. Our 
earnest prayer is, that very soon we may 
have n noble building erected for the 
worship of God, so th~t the principles of 
Baptists may be taught in n neighbour­
hood where it is so much neede,1. 

H. A. B. 
DERBY, Junction Street Sabbath School. 

-On Lord's-dny, March 7, the anniver­
sary of these schools, which arn a branch 
from St. I\Iary's Gate, was celebrated. In 
the morning, l\Ir. EJ\iq, the superinten­
dent, preached a se, mon specially for 
young people, from Gen. xlviii. Hi-'' The 
angel which redeemed me from nil evil, 
bless the lads." In the nfternoon nnd 
evening, Mr. 'l'. W. Marshnll, of Lough­
borough, prenched very earnestly an<l elo­
quently from Rev. nii. 5, and Ex. ii. 0. 
The congregations were on nil occnsions 
very large, and in the evening mnny were 
unable to gain admission. The collections 
amounted to .£0 5s. This is the twelfth 
anniversary, and it wns stated that the 
schools began with only two scholars; 
they now number 230, of whom 10-l nro 
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adults: and that since the commencement 
86 have joined the church. Great interest 
seemed to be felt by all present in the 
appearance of the scholars, and in the 
whole of the services. The managers of 
the schools are hoping soon to be able to 
increase the accommodation, the present 
rooms and chapel being by far too small. 

SA WLEY.-On Wednesday evening, March 
17, our minister, ~be Rev. E. H. Jackson, 
delivered a very interesting and telling 
lecture in the school-room, on " Beware of 
Spurious Imitations.'' The lecture, which 
occupied an hour and a half in delivery, 
was fraught with important matter, which, 
while tending to the elevation of the mind, 
appealed to the higher instincts of our 
nature to be rid of those gross imitations 
which are so apt to creep over us, both as 
citizens and as Christians. The speaker 
at the commencement said he hoped the 
subject which he had chosen would not be 
applicable to the lecture itself; but that 
instead of its being a spurious imitation 
of a lecture, it would be worth hearing 
and worth remembering. Among the 
"Spurious Imitations" dilated upon by 
the lecturer, were certain kinds of medi­
cines-various articles of consumption­
notions as to what constitutes England's 
glory, &c. He also touched upon the 
"Spurious Imitations" which are found ~n 
the Christian church-in convents-Ill 
recre1ttions-and concluded an able lecture 
by exhorting all to beware of •: Spurio1;1s 
Imitations," and to seek a real mterest m 
the true God. 

MARcH. - Recognition Services. - The 
Rev. S. S. Allsop commenced his labours 
as pastor of the General Baptist church at 
Much on the first Sabbath in October, 
1868. On the 21st January, 1869, a large 
and successful meeting was held to recog­
nise and ratify the engagement so entered 
into. The chapel was most tastefully 
decorated with mottoes, evergreens, and 
flowers, and presented a very beautiful 
appearance. Over ~30 persons sat dow_n 
to tea, and immediately af~er 11, pubho 
meeting was held. The chair was taken 
by R. Dawbarn, Esq., w~o opened t~e 
proceedings by an appropnate and genrnl 
address. The Rev. W. E. Winks, of Wis­
beach, spoke on Nonconformity; the p_as­
tor referred to the circumstances which 
led him to accept the invitation to March, 
and to the plans he hoped to carry out for 
the revival and extension of the cause, 
Special prayer was offered by the Rev. T. 
Barrass, of Peterborough, in which bless­
ings were implored on the engagements of 
the day. The Rev. J. C. Jones, M.A., of 
Spalding, dwelt pointedly and forcibly on 
the duties of the church and congregation 
in regard to their minister; and in the 

name of the Nonconformists of the town, 
the Rev. R. Wearmoutb (Independent) 
welcomed Mr. Allsop into their midst. 
The attendance was large, and the meet. 
ing well sustained to the close. Thanks 
were heartily accorded to the chairman 
and to the ladies and friends who had 
undertaken the management of the tea 
and decorations, the beauty of which could 
not easily be surpassed. Friends were 
present from Peterborough, Wisbeach, 
Chatteris, Hitchin, and every section of 
the Christian church in March-Estab. 
lished and Dissenting. So far we have 
reason to be thankful, and we hope that 
at no distant day the cause will present as 
encouraging an aspect as it has done in 
the best days of the past. 

KIRKBY AND KIRKBY W OODHOUSE.-On 
Lord's-day, Feb. 7, two excellent and ap. 
propriate sermons were preached on behalf 
of the Orissa Mission, by the Rev. H, 
Wilkinson. The congregation at Wood­
house in the afternoon was moderate, but 
in the evening at Kirkby was very good. 
On the Monday evening following we bad 
a public missionary meeting at Kirkby, 
when addresses were given by the Revs. 
H. Wilkinson, E. Pringle (Independent), 
and S. C. Smalley (Particular Baptist). 
There was a very fair attendance, and the 
speaking was of no ordinary kind, espe­
cially our brother Wilkinson, who bas 
such a large stock of Mission information, 
and such good tact to turn it to the best 
account. If the Mission must have a 
travelling agent, we have the right man. 
Considering our little circle of influence 
at Woodhouse and Kirkby, and having no 
minister to watch the flock, I think we 
have manifested a practical sympathy for 
the heathen, and alHo faith in our Mission 
operations; for we have raised the sum of 
£LB ls.-£3 in advance of last year. 

MINISTERS' REMOVAL. - The Rev. J. 
Baxendall has removec! from Wirksworth, 
Derbyshire, to Driflield, Yorks.-The Rev. 
J. Woolley, assistant to the Rev. Thos. 
Stevenson, terminated his labours at Arch­
deacon Lane, Leicester, on March 28. 
A purse containing £60 was subscribed 
by the pastor and people as a testimony of 
respect to him. 

NOTTINGHAM, Broad Street.-The inside 
of this chapel has been taken out, a_nd 
progress is being made in the extensive 
alterations and repairs, which are pro• 
jected at a cost of some £1500, The ser• 
vices are for the present conducted in the 
commodious new school-room. 

LEICESTER, Dover Street.-On Sunday, 
March 21, the Ilev. J. Clifford, LL.B., of 
London, preached anniversary sermons, 
after which liberal collections were made. 
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BAPTISMS. 

CARRINGTON, - On Sunday, March 7, 
eight were baptized at Stoney Street­
three males and five females-by the Rev. 
J. Greenwood, after preaching a most 
eloquent and convincing sermon from 
"God forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." Mr, 
A. Brittain preached at Carrington in the 
evening, and afterwards received the 
newly baptized into church fellowship in a 
very impressive manner at the Lord's 
Supper. It was altogether a day of 
spiritual blessedness. H. B. 

EARL SHILTON.-Feb. 21, four persons 
were baptized, after a sermon by Mr. 
Shakespeare, of Leicester, and were re­
ceived into church fellowship on March 7, 
after a sermon by Mr.Jowett, of Leicester. 

PETERBOROUGH. - On Lord's-day, Feb. 
28, three persons were baptized by Mr. 
Barrass, and were received into fellowship 
on the following Lord's-day. 

BEESTON.-March 7, after a sermon on 
the baptism of the Eunuch and his sub­
sequent course, three young men were 
baptized by Dr. Underwood. 

BmcHCLIFFE,-On Lord's-day, Feb. 21, 
ten young persons were baptized, after a 
sermon by the pastor from "Buried with 
Him in baptism ;" and in the afternoon of 
the same day they were received into the 
church. We have many more anxious 
inquirers. W. G. B. 

BURTON•ON-TRENT.-On Lord's-day morn­
ing, March 7, the Rev. J, P. Tetley bap­
tized four candidates, and received them 
into the church the evening of the same 
day. 

CoVENTRY.-On Sunday, March 7, two 
persons were baptized by our pastor, Rev. 
H. Cross. In the evening they were gladly 
received into the fellowship of the church, 
and participated in the communion. 
Brethren, pray for us. 

BARTON.-March 7, after a sermon by 
the Rev. E. W. Cantrell, two candidates 
were baptized by the senior deacon, and 
the same day were received into the 
church. 

BURNLEY, Ebenezer.-Feb. 7, our pastor, 
the Rev. G. Needham, baptized ten per­
sons; also March 7, eight more; all of 
whom were received into the church on 
the respective days of their baptism. 

jofts on Juhlh ihtnfs. 
THE Brr.r. OF THE SOLICITOR-GENERAL 

FOR THE ABOLITION OF UNIVERSITY TESTS 
is described by its opponents as subver­
sive of Christianity, and the University 
graduates, in a memorial to the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury, say, that in op­
posing it they are fighting a battle for 
their very life, for their Christian faith, 
and for Christian morals. This hyper­
bolical mode of speaking has led to an in­
~ uiry into the amount of religious teach. 
mg that is given in Jhe Universities, and 
it _i~ found that a more hollow and hypo­
cr1t1011l cry was never raised by any men 
on any question affecting the public in­
terests. Iu most of the Colleges, at Ox­
ford, religion is not taught at all. In some 
of them there is a Divinity Lecture once a 
week, but this is exceptional. The Col­
leg~ . Pro_fessors do not profess to teach 
rehg:i~n m any shape or form, so that with 
?0 e smgle exception the education given 
is entirely secular I There have been two 
de~ntes on the second rending of the Bill, 
"'.h1ch was carried on Monday after a divi­
sion on the question of adjournment (251 
to 78) which sufficiently indicates the pre­
sent feeling of the House of Commons on 
t~e subject. Tl,e most interesting feature R the discussion was the speech of Sir 

onndell Palmer, who, while accepting the 

principle of the Bill as safe and politic, 
timidly suggests new and milder tests pro­
viding that nothing in the Act shall im­
pair the obligation which now exists to 
keep np a system of "religious instruc­
tion, worship, and discipline ;" and that 
all professors and lecturers shall make a 
declaration that they will tench nothing 
"opposed to the Divine authority of the 
Holy Scripture," or to the doctrines of the 
Church of England. These ament!meuts 
met with no favour on either side of the 
House, and will probably be abandoned. 
So feeble is the opposition to the Bill of 
Sir John Coleridge in the Commons that 
some of its supporters are urging that the 
alteration in the statutes of the colleges, 
with a view to throw thorn open, sh~ll be 
made compulsory instead of permission, 
"Many of the weaker brethren," remarks 
the Pall Mall Gazette," would, we imagine, 
be considerably relieved if Pnrlinment 
were to settle this matter for them once 
for all, and remove every kind of religious 
test from all foundntions, except so for ns 
a large number of them are still restricted 
to clergymen of the Established Chnrch, 
However many bites we may make at the 
cherry, this is what it must come to at Inst, 
and the sooner it is done the better." With 
or without this provision, the Dill will go 
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to the Upper House backed by an over­
...-helming majority of the Commons, and 
will precede the greater measure of the 
Sessiou. There is good reason for be­
lieYing that their Lordships will reluo­
ta.ntly, but definitely, accept it, 

THE lnrSH CHURCH.-On the 18th Mr. 
Gladstone re-opened the debate on the 
Irish Church by simply moving his great 
Bill. The opposition was renewed by Mr. 
Disraeli in a speech of some hours' length, 
followed by other speeches both for and 
against. On the second night's debate, 
Mr. Miall, the newly elected member for 
Bradford, took part in it. At first he was 
listened to with marked attention, but 
soon lost the ear of the House, and be 
left off abruptly, promising to resume at 
some future stage of the Bill. After other 
speeches quite of an ordinary character 
bad been delivered, Mr. Bright rose, and, 
as the Daily News says, in a speech of 
masterly power, lifted the debate to the 
level of our best oratory and statesman­
ship. When Mr. Bright took bis place at 
the table be was greeted by a ringing 
cheer from the crowded Ministerial 
benches. As be went on the influx of 
members continued, and when be sat 
down every seat was occupied, and the 
gallery on the Opposition side of the 
House was also full of eager listeners. 
The right ban. gentleman, who spoke with 
all bis usnal force and vigour of style and 
manner, asserted the pressing urgency of 
the Irish question-as admitted by Lord 
Stanley himself-pointed to the recognised 
incapacity of the late Administration to 
deal with it, and vindicated the measure 
which the present Government bad intro­
duced for terminating the connection 
between the Church of Conquest and the 
State. In the course of bis address he 
exposed the inaccuracy of Mr. Disraeli's 
history; and indignantly rebuked that 
right honourable gentleman for the inap­
propriate and indecent hilarity with which 
he had attributed the discontent of the 
Irish people to the dampness of their 
climate and the neigbbonrhond of "a 
melancholy ocean." In a remarkably fine 

BRouoH.-Feb. 23, at Wirkswortb, aged 
seventy-four, Miss Brough, well known 
and highly esteemed as the conductor of a 
ladies school in Wirkswortb for the long 
period of forty yearR, She united with 
the Baptist church in 1836, owing to a 
change of views ns to the subjects and 

passage he justified the appropriation of 
the surplus by a reference to the genius 
of Christianity itsell, and to the impor­
tance which its founders attached to worl1s 
of charity and benevolence, and concluded 
with an eloquent peroration in which be 
declared bis confidence that the operation 
of this measure, which had been conceived 
in a spirit of justice, of charity, and of 
love, would be blessed with the divine 
approval. A striking incident occurred 
at the commencement of this peroration, 
Mr. Bright bad said-" I see this measure 
will give tranquility to onr people," when 
be was interrupted by cries of "Oh, oh," 
from one or two members on the Opposi­
tion benches. Turning towards the point 
from which the interruption came, the 
right hon. gentleman gazed firmly and 
steruly at its authors, and then continued 
in emphatic tones-" When you have a 
better remedy, I at least will fairly con­
sider it." Loud and long were the cheers 
which greeted the termination of this 
brilliant oration, and when they bad sub­
sided Sir R. Palmer moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate. On Monday, the 
22nd, the debate was resumed by Sir 
Ronndell Palmer, who was followed by Sir 
J. D. Coleridge. Mr. Dowse and Mr. 
Richard then spoke vigorously in favour of 
the Bill, and Lord Claude Hamilton and 
Mr. Vance with vehement speeches against 
it. Mr. Lowe replied in a speech with bis 
usual keenness of argument and vivacity 
of language. The debate was again ad­
journed till the following evening, when 
Mr. Walpole pleaded against its abolition. 
Then Mr. Gathorne Hardy rose to give 
the Premier a worthy antagonist for n 
closing struggle, and by the cheers which 
greeted every effective bit be made, sbewed 
himself to be the favourite Conservative 
champion. Mr. Gladstone, inn conclusive 
and masterly manner, replied at length to 
Sir R. Palmer. His peroration was elo­
quent and brief, and at its close the House 
divided. 

For the second reading 368 
Against it 250 

Majority 118 

mode of baptism, nnd remained decided 
in her convictions to the close of life, 
Her mind was well furnished, her dispo­
sition was amiable, and her manners were 
refined. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ superadded a lustre to her character, 
and supported her faith 11ml hope amidst 
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the infirmities nnd sufferings of her latter 
days. It fell to the lot of him who bailed 
be.r uccession to the church more than 
thirty years ego to perform the usual reli­
gious offices nt her funeral. She was in­
terred in the Baptist cemetery, and a 
funeral sermon was preached on the fol­
lowing Sunday evening by the Editor of 
the Maguzine. 

MALrn,-Murcb 4, at Sbottle, aged eighty. 
six, Mrs. Malin, relict of the late Mr. W. 
Mulin, fo1·merly of Brown House, Ashley­
bay. The writer, on entering her room on 
the previous Sunday, found her, as it was 
thought, at the point of death. Her 
speech seemed to be quite gone; but on 
repeating the lines, 

"Hmv sweet the name of Jesus sounds, 
In a believer's ear," 

ebe distinctly said, " It does." On being 

asked if that name was sweet in her ear, 
she emphatically said, "It is," adding, 
" Christ is very precious." 

RICHARDSON.-Marcb 16, at Cbellaston, 
near Derby, aged 79, Mrs. P.icbardson, 
relict of the Rev. J. Richardson, minister 
of the Baptist church, Wirkswortb and 
Shottle. Mrs. R. was baptized at the age 
of sixteen by Mr. Whittaker, of Melboume, 
and bad been a member of our denomina­
tion nearly sixty-three years. She was a 
worthy wife of one of the best of bustands, 
and an affectionate mother to her attached 
children, only one of whom survives her. 

WruGHT.-Marcb 19, at Leicester, Mr. 
Samuel Wright, in bis eighty-fourth year. 
Mr. Wright had been connected with the 
Baptist church at Friar Lane for nearly 
sixty years, and bad been for many years 
the senior deacon. 

farhties. 

Is SARCASM SINFUL OR SALUTARY?­
The question deserves a careful answer. 
Judging from the occasions w bich seem to 
call for it we may infer that it is not sin­
ful. 1 be world is full of things which are 
ridiculous, and many opinions and prac­
tices even in the so-called Church are de­
ciuedly absurd. The proper way of ex­
posing and describing them is the sarcastic 
mode. But what is proper is also useful, 
and the power of sarcasm to correct evils, 
and to promote good things, is cle£lrly seen. 
Sarcasm may be as serviceable in uproot­
ing or withering error, as logic is in im­
planting and fostering truth. lf logic 
helps us to see the rectitude and beauty of 
truth, sarcasm may revee.l to us the de­
ceptiveness and deformity of error, This 
was one of Lutber's most powerful weapons 
in accomplishing the great Reformation. 
Or, to give £l more modern instance. Our 
eminently amiable and Christian poet, 
Cowper, who asks, " What can satire ?" 
and. answers himself despondingly, is in 
reality one of the most satiric of writers. 
There is II vein of quiet sarcasm running 
through nearly all bis larger productions; 
and nothing more biting than some of his 
b)ank verse, or more cutting than many of 
his rythmical couplets, can be found in 
o~r literature. To good purposes, and 
with excellent effect did he "crack the 
s~tiric thong.''• But sarcasm finds even 
higher sanction than this-the sanction of 

• flee Task Book III. 

di vine inspiration. If Paul was " serious 
in a serious cause," he could also be sar­
castic to serve bis heavenly Master. In 
censuring the litigiousness of the Corin­
thians, who were earnest in their petty 
lawsuits, he told them they bad much 
better select the greatest simpletons in the 
church to settle their disputes ! In men­
tioning the mischiefs made in the churches 
of Galatia by the advocates of circumcision 
be utters the wish thnt those cutters would 
cut themselves off, instead of troubling the 
true believers. And in telling the Philip­
pians to " beware of the concision,'' he 
uses a word which is in itself both n sar­
casm and a satire. In the instance first 
named-that of the Corinthians-Paul ex­
plicitly avows that be is using irony, and 
and that he uses it to cause shame. 1 
Cor. vi. 5. The Old Testament Scriptures 
are even more replete with snrcastic allu­
sions and representations. And Isaiah, 
one of the most spiritual and evangelical 
of the prophets, deals most largely in this 
Bcatbing rntire. The cursory reader mny 
not be conscious of this, but any one who 
goes through his descriptions with critical 
care is struck with admiration of his 
withering words. Sarcasm, therefore, may 
be a seasonable thing; and when wisely 
used, on suitable occasions, it may be 
most salutary and useful.-En. 

" IT MUST NEEDS BE THAT OFFEKCES 
COME."-No class of men huve grel\ter ex­
perience of the inevitnbleness of offences 
than Preachers and Editors. ln preach-
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ing, the truth is certain to prove offensive 
to many who hear it. For the preacher 
cannot describe and denounce a single sin 
or infirmity without exciting the ire of 
those who commit the one, and manifest 
the other. So in conducting any paper or 
periodical the risks of giving umbrage to 
correspondents, or subscribers, or readers, 
are manifold. If communications are not 
acknowledged, or admitted in full, anger is 
aroused. Or, if the editor, having opinions 
of his own differing from those of his sup­
porters, should avow and advocate them, 
so little forbearance is shown to him that 
bis paper is stopped, or his magazine is 
given up.-En. 

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO SAB­
BATH SCHOOL TEACHERS.- A few days ago 
it was my pleasure, with other Christian 
friends, to meet for conversation with a 
young man who had been recently brought 
to Christ, and was anxious to become 
united with God's people. In the course 
of that conversation I was forcibly im­
pressed with that period of his life that 
was spent in a Sabbath school. It was 
evident that God's Spirit had worked in 
his heart, and though seven long years 
had elapsed between him leaving school 
and the time referred to above, during 
which he sank very low in sin, and so 
acquitted himself that he was regarded a 
General amongst his comrades in the 
devil's service, yet those pious instructions 
he received from the lips of an affectionate 
teacher were never effaced from bis mind, 
the Spirit continually visited him, and 
even whilst pursuing his mad career he 
often sighed for that peace which he knew 
God alone could give. I do not desire to 
give publicity to this case with an idea 
that it is at all an exceptional one-I be­
lieve there are hundreds of a similar kind 
-but it is solely with a hope of leading 
many whose hands are hanging down in 
their work because of the discouragements 
of present appearance to go forth. Your 
work, dear fellow labourer, is in God's 
bands, and though you may sow in tears, 
ultimately you shall reap rejoicing. Ere 
you enter from time to time the harvest 
field, let your sickles be sharpened at a 
throne of grace, and you shall find that a 
power will be given you by the great Mas­
ter that shall be the means of lending 
many of your charge to the feet of Jesus, 
and of restraining others in their pursuit 
of evil. A TEACHER. 

THE PowER OF Pn.1YER.-How rich and 
varied are the reminders of prayer's power 
with which the herald of the cross meets. 
As in the wild bush here one treads upon 
some unseen odorous plant, and instantly 
its scent is wafted around, an incident 
which an Australian will hardly fail to 

1·ece.ll, so does one come unexpectedly nnd 
blessedly on the fragrance of prayer's 
power. " She is very bad,'' said one of the 
nurses in our infirmary, lifting up the 
mosquito curtain, and so she was. A 
beautiful girl, recently from a cooler zone 
lay prostrate with fever. So were th~ 
bells of her nerves "jangled, out of tune 
and harsh,'' that she could scarcely bear ~ 
sound. " Do not speak to me," said she 
imploringly, with closed eye, placing her 
hand to her brow. " I will pray,'' was the 
reply. The nurse knelt too. Influences 
fell, soft and refreshing to the soul, as the 
sea breeze which coursed on its work of 
mercy through the opened windows proved 
to tha body. When I arose, she held out 
her hand to me, the thankful pressure of 
which said, "refreshed." I asked kindly, 
" Did that disturb you?" She answered, 
"Oh no I" But what deep-toned peace 
welled up with that brief utterance. The 
nurse looked at her half lifeless form, and 
then at me. She thought so too.-Rev. 
R. W. Vanderkiste. 

WHEN FORGIVENESS MAY BE FOUND.­
A father said, "When my child, after 
doing wrong, comes to me with tears and 
says, 'Father, won't you forgive me?' I can 
no more refuse to do so than I could cut 
off her hand. But if she came in a light, 
careless way asking pardon, and instantly 
returning to her mischief or play, I conld 
not forgive her." Is not this latter course 
the one taken by multitudes who partici­
pate in the public confession of sin, even 
by some who repeat the penitential for­
mula, "Lord have mercy upon miserable 
sinners?" 

THE SECRET OF RULING WELL,-The 
Rev. H. W. Beecher was asked what was 
his theory for managing men in church 
meetings ? He replied that he had no 
theory, but that as to managing men he 
never saw a man without asking him­
self, How could I manage this man? I 
am like an engineer that can never pass o 
fort without thinking how he could toke it. 

WHEN TO JOIN THE CHURCH.-At O 

special prayer meeting a young lady sent a 
request to be prayed for as one who bod 
been some time in the church without 
having been converted. She now laments 
her condition, and finds that her fellow­
ship, through not being fit for it, had 
seared her conscience and injured her 
soul I 

Trrn WANT OF WARINESS CAUSES WoFUL• 
NEss.-The Harpies hod virgins faces, but 
vultures talons. Hyena spoke like a friend 
but devoured like a foe. The Svren's song 
was the sailor'R wreck. The c~lmest seas 
hide perilous rocks. The fowler's whistle 
is the bird's death, and the wholesome 
bate the fish's bane. 
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER 
FROM MRS. BUCKLEY TO 
MRS. BROOKS. 

Cuttack, Jan. 29, 1869. 
J AM anxions to write yon a little by 
the present mail, bot am not feeling very 
strong. My weakness ensnriis me more 
quiet than I can obtain when tolerably 
well so I hope I shall get throngh a 
quiet pen-and-ink chat with you this 
morning. But I have had to panse ~nd 
have a talk with one of the Choga native 
christian women. She has come to Cat­
tack at my reqnest to take charge o~ a 
native infant girl five weeks old.* With 
all my many pressing cares I feel I can­
not keep the poor little thing in sch~ol, 
rut have asked one of my elder marned 
girls to take charge of it. As she and 
her husband are very poor, I, of conrse, 
pay her for her care of it. 

On my retnrn from a missionary tonr 
with my hnsband we had a very busy 
time. We got home on Christmas-day. 
The next morning, by seven o'clock, 
Archdeacon Pratt came to see ns and 
the schools. He asked the children many 
questions on the Scriptures, ~nd e~­
pressed himself much pleased with their 
knowledge of divine truth. He rem'lrked 
it was eighteen years since his forll!er 
visit to Orissa; and expressed a desire 
that we might be spared long to continue 
our labour in our important sphere. 
Then Mr. Martin, Government Inspec­
tor, camei, and gave three days to ex­
amining our schools. He spoke very 
highly of Annie and Rebecca, my tw:o 
native teachers, and the staff of mom­
tors under them. Mr. Martin kindly 
gave an afternoon to them, and said they 
passed their examination with much 
credit. The children had holiday for a 
fortnight so soon as we had got through 
the examination. I put out in the chris­
tian families about a hundred of the little 
girls. The next week of onr holidays I 
arranged to take the dear children with 
me to Mandapada for a little change. 
We numbered, notwithstanding the re-

• This bnbo wns left by its widowed mother 
(11, Mussnlmn.ni) in 1.!hnrge of a friend, under tho 
])rotenee of going into tho baznar: sho thm do­
camped with her two children, and hru! not bcon 
hoard or sinco,-E, B. B. 

dnction I had made, two hundred and 
seventy-six. We were very. busy all 
day on Monday with our preparation 
work, sending a tent, provisions, &c., for 
our large family, arranging for boats to 
be at Raj Ghat to take us across the 
river by two o'clock in the afternoon. 
Mr. MacMillan came in on Monday 
evening, and most kindly placed his 
jolly-boat and boatmen at our service so 
Iona as I and the children remained at 
Ma';idapada. This was a great help and 
comfort. My dear husband came every 
evening, and returned in the morning to 
his work at Cuttack. The river between 
Mandapada and Cattack is very full of 
water, and every evening during our 
stay I and the girls went in boats on the 
water. It was to myself and the eh il­
dren a great treat. Many of the dear 
children before the famine had had their 
homes on the banks of rivers, and to 
bathe and swim in the river was to them 
a great treat. It pleased them much for 
me to be a spectator. To me it was a 
very animated and amusing scene to see 
them leave the shore in rows, and vie 
with each other in swimming. The 
water for many yards looked as if so 
many fountains were at play. When 
the sun became hot we met together for 
family worship. They all joined heartily 
in singing a hymn, reading the word of 
God, and prayer. I was pleased to find 
fifty or more of them did not forget to 
bring in their little bundle, which each 
had to carry, the Gospel of John and a 
hymn hook; and these books, when not 
at play, I found them reading quietly in 
groups. Throughout my stay we had 
no quarrelling. After family worship, 
as they lingered round me, I often spoke 
with one and another of them of a 
Saviour's dying love, and of the good­
ness and mercy of God shown to them 
in sparing their lives, and placing them 
where they were instructed in the blessed 
truths of the Gospel. I have a class of 
twenty-two inquirers, who, I trust, are 
earnestly seeking after the one thing 
needful. The change in the dear chil­
dren, physically and mentally, is such as 
ofttimes makes my heart thrill with joy; 
but great and solemn are our responsi­
bilities. My own health is feeble and 
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uncertain, and I feel that to me death at 
any moment ought uot to come unex­
pected. 

This week school re-opened. All day 
the children kept coming home, looking 
bright and happy. By the way, brother 
Bailey, at a festival, picked up a little 
orphan ten years old, and sent her to me. 
She just got into Cuttack to join us in 
our holiday treat, and very happy she 
was with us. At tea o'clock on Tues­
day morning the Dhenkanal M,,harajah 
came to visit the school, and very 
thoroughly he went through his work. 
He was engaged about two hours and a 
half. In Oriya he wrote in the Visitor's 
Book the following, which my husband 
has translated:-" I have examined the 
orphan children who are maintained 
and instructed in learning under the care 
of Padri Buckley. I have especially 
examined them in arithmetic and geo­
graphy, and have been much pleased and 
gratified. 
The 16th day of the month Magh, 1276. 

Killah Dhenkanal, 
MAHARAJAH BHAGIRUTHI MoHENDRA 

BAIIADOOR." 

AN INDEPENDENT NATIVE 
CHURCH IN DELHI. 

From the Missionary Herald of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. 

EFFORTS have been put forth for some 
time past by the Committee of the 
Society, to secure in India a native 
church, independent of its funds, and 
corn plete in all the offices of a christian 
church. The obstacles to success have 
been many. The chiefest of these have 
been the poverty of the converts, and 
the social persecution which a confession 
of christianity involves. To lose caste 
was in many instances to be deprived of 
the means of livelihood. Even in those 
cases in which the Jaw protects a convert 
in bis rights to personal freedom and to 
property, not unfrequently is he called 
to suffer the heaviest trials which hostile 
relations can inflict. Too often the 
result has been a state of humiliating 
dependence on the miEsionary, at once 
destructive of all idea of self-reliance, 
and a weakness of character injurious to 
the progress of the gospel among the 
people. 

Connected with the Society's Mission 
in Bengal and Northern India, there are 

about fifty-four native churches, only 
two of which have as yet attempted to 
run alone. It is with very great plea­
sure we can now inform our readers 
that the four churches in Delhi hav~ 
resolved on thiR course. The fact is 
communicated to us by our esteemed 
missionary, the Rev. James Smith 
than in whose weighty words we cannot 
better communicate the history of this 
gratifying movement. Under date of 
Nov. 18th, he writes:-

" l\Iy dear Brother,-! feel compelled 
to inform you of the important measure 
we are taking in Delhi. My first incli­
nation was to say nothing until the plans 
and arrangements were accomplished 
facts; but knowing that some informa­
tion is sure to reach you, I think it 
better to put yon in possession of all 
that has been, and is being done. You 
are aware that for years past I have 
held very strong views of the necessity 
of independence in our native churches 
and members. These views have deep­
ened with every year of my residence in 
India, and if I have not put my views 
into practice earlier, it has been from a 
fear of being singular, and attempting an 
innovation that might fail in practice, 
and thus injure rather than serve the 
cause I wish to advance. I need not 
tell you ,that nearly all the native chris­
tians in Northern India are in some way 
or other dependent on the missionary for 
support. It follows that christianity is 
an exotic, and has not thus far become 
an indigenous, self-multiplying plant. 
The fact of the missionary being pay­
master to so large an extent, is suffi­
cient to prove that there can be no 
really independent action on the part of 
the converts, and thus also it follows 
that every addition to the christian 
church is so much added to its burdens 
and helplessness. In this way our native 
converts are morally and spiritually 
dwarfs; they cannot earn their bread, 
fight their own battles, or help on the 
progress of truth. For this state of 
things I blame no one. I know that, 
like myself, many brethren have mourned 
over it, and yet could not see the way 
to alter it. 

"There is another fact connected with 
our missionary operations that is often 
forgotten. We are sure to present 
christianity in an Anglicized form and 
garb, and this it is that repels and dis· 
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gusts the native more than the funda­
mentals 01· essentials of the gospel. A 
pnrely native organization, freed from 
European dictation and aid, would 
necessarily adapt itself to the genius of 
the people, aud avoid that which comes 
50 directly in contact with native social 
habits and modes of thought. -

" These views have been urged on our 
native christians in Delhi continually, 
and all the care possible has been taken 
to keep the people in their own homes, 
and at. their own trades. Still we have 
gradually accumulated native preachers 
and teachers; nor would I for a moment 
venture to say that they h_ave not been 
useful. Our native brethren have felt 
this state of thing, (with some excep­
tions) as much as it was possible for 
them to do, and meeting after meeting 
has been held during this year to discuss 
the matter in all its bearings. On 
Thursday, the 5th instant, a full meeting 
was held in the school-room at Kala 
Musjid; a hundred men, and most of 
them heads of families, attended. I was 
asked to take the chair, and iu a speech 
that was necessarily_ long I endeavoured 
to state the case as strongly as I could, 
appealing to their self-respect and man­
liness, as well as to the higher motives 
of christiauity, in order to move them to 
some action that should really he their 
own. Some noble speeches were made, 
and it did my heart good to hear so 
much right sentiment, though it was but 
in talk. After hours of talking and 
deliberation, with earnest prayer for 
guidance, about eigl!tY put their names 
to a paper which is a sort of declaration 
of independence. Our fourteen agents 
i:ive up all mission pay from the 1st of 
January next. A committee of five was 
chosen to manage their affairs. A fuud 
was also commenced by which they are 
to help each other, and there is, I trust, 
every reason to expect that a thoroughly 
independent native christian community 
will work its way aud exert its influ­
ence in this great city before another 
year passes away. Our native brethren 
are determined to earn their living with­
out mission help, and still do the Lord's 
:work. This movement l.Jas put new life 
rnto our native brethren. They feel that 
tl!ey are something, and that responsi­
h1hty attaches to them. In conclusion, 
)et me ask you not to conclude that this 
is a sudden whim. Some of the Com­
mittee will remember that views not 

very dissimilar to these were enunciated 
by me in England ten years ago. In 
this matter I am prepared for much 
failure and many disappointments, as 
well as misrepresentations. My expe­
rience, judgment, conscience, fully and 
entirely approve of the plan, and I am 
persuaded it does but want faithfulness 
and God's blessing in the execution, and 
a new era in the history of the Delhi 
Mission will commence." 

Writing three weeks later, Mr. Smith 
informs us that all was going on well. 
Already most of the converts had been 
provided for, and there had been no 
falling off iu the attendance at the vari• 
ous services. The church meeting, at 
which two candidates for baptism were 
examined iu an admirable manner by 
the church, was conducted in a way to 
approve itself to all. At present the 
united churches meet in the Mission 
Chapel, but it is probable that they will 
build a cllapel for themselves. Mr. 
Smith has given over to them the charge 
of the three native chapels and two 
school-houses, in which they will carry 
on the usual daily services, and also 
keep them in repair. 

The times are eminently calculated to 
try their faith, for there is every fear of 
a coming famine iu the land. A number 
of the converts are about to enter into 
a contract twelve miles away, to help 
them through the time of distress. They 
take with them a native preacher, will 
erect a tent, and have worship morning 
and evening, as well as on the Lord's­
day. 

In this most interesting movement, we 
are sure that Mr. Smith will enjoy the 
sympathy of all who are interested in 
the spread of Chriat's kingdom in Iudin, 
and that their ardent prayers will ascend 
to the throne of grace tor its prospenty 
and success. To the Committee of the 
Society it has been a source of devout 
gratitude to God. They see in it an 
answer to their prayers, and a promise 
full of hope for the future. The follow­
ing resolutious expressiug their senti­
ments were passed at their quarterly 
meeting on the 13th January last. With 
them we coucl ude our notice of tllis 
most gratifying event:-

" Resolved-I. That this Committee 
have heard, with much thankfulness to 
God, the resolution of the native chris-
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tions at_Delhi to relinquish all pecnniary 
connection with the Baptist Missionary 
Society, and to prosecute the work of 
evangelization, as God enables them 
from their own independent resources'. 
that they congratulate their brethren o~ 
this healthful and manly resolve, which 
they regard as a proof of their love to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and as likely to 
be of great use to them in promoting the 
Lord's work, besides being au example 
of Christian devotedness to all the native 
Christians in India. 

"2. That this Committee offer to 
their beloved brother Mr. Smith their 
cordial thanks for his earnest endeavours 
to infuse into the minds of the native 
christians of Delhi a spirit of indepen­
dence and self-sacrifice in the work of 
christian evangelization, and their con­
gratulations at the success which has 
attended his efforts." 

FIJI. 

THE Fiji Islands are situated in the 
south-western part of the Pacific Ocean, 
between the meridians of 176° E. and 
178° W. longitude, and between the 
parallels of 15" and 20" S. latitude. A 
map of the entire group would represent 
a land and sea surface of about 40,000 
square miles. 

There are two hundred and eleven 
separate islands and islets. Some of the 
islands are of what is called the coral 
formation. These are small, low, flat, 
but very ferti10. Other islands-the 
greater number-are of volcanic struc­
tnre, and present every variety of out­
line and of scenery, from the regular to 
the most rugged and picturesque. There 
are mountains and hills, rocks and preci­
pices, verdant valleys and swampy plains, 
gullies and gorges and sparkling water­
falls, woods and forests, murmuring 
brooks and rapid rivers, placid lagoons 
formed by the coral reefs, and the all­
encircling ever-changing sea. Commo­
dore Wilkes, commander of the United 
States Exploring Expedition in 1838 to 
1842, describing his impressions when 
threading his way among the islands, 
and approaching Ovalau, near which he 
intended to anchor the squadron, writes, 
" So beautiful was the aspect of the 
islands that I could scarcely bring my 
mind to the realizing sense of the well­
known fact that they were the abode of 

a savage, ferocious, and treacherous race 
of cannibals." But such he found them 
as his narrative amply testifies. ' 

-i:wo o~ the islands are large, each 
havmg a circumference of more than two 
two hundred and fifty miles. With the 
~xception of ~ome tracts on these larger 
islands, very little level land is anywhere 
to be found. 

Almost eve~y islaD<~ is_ surrounded by 
a coral reef, either frmgmg the shore or 
separated from it by a narrower or wider 
sea channel. Navigation is difficult and 
dangerous ; and, considering the num­
ber of islands in the group, there are few 
safe harbours in which vessels of large 
tonnage may anchor. 

The climate of Fiji, though not so un­
healthy as that of the West Indies 
Western Africa, and some other tropicai 
countries, is very depressing and debili­
tating. The atmosphere is generally 
humid, and the average temperature is 
about 80". Much rain falls throughout 
the year, and especially during the sum­
mer months of January, Febrnary, and 
March. Hurricanes frequently occur iu 
these months. High winds and gales are 
common all the year round. The pre­
vailing winds are easterly. The northerly 
breezes are distressingly hot. The south­
erly winds, which occasionally blow, are 
cool and refreshing. Frost and snow 
and hail are unknown in Fiji. Day and 
night are nearly of equal length all the 
year round. 

THE P.EoPLE.-About eighty of the 
islands are inhabited, and the present 
population is estimated at about 200,000. 
According to Fijian traditions, the popu­
lation was much larger five or six genera­
tions back; and it is only within the last 
three or four generations that war and 
cannibalism have extensively prevailed. 
These traditions must be accepted as in 
the stead of authentic history. They 
are confirmed by many facts which have 
come to the knowledge of the mission• 
aries. 

The people belong to the darker of the 
two great Polynesinn races. They are 
robust and well formed, though not capa• 
hie of long continued hard work. Owing 
partly to the climate and partly to theil' 
manner of life, they are a short-lived 
race. The staple food is the same as in 
other parts of Polynesia, and consists of 
yams, dalo, banana, bread-fruit, and 
cocoa-nuts. Fish is very abundant. 
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HEATHENISM,-Thirty-five years ago 
the Fijians were in a condition of rnde 
and savage barbarism. They were ad­
dicted to war, to cannibalism, to poly­
gamy to infanticide, to the strangling of 
~ido;.,s and aged and infirm persons. 
These evils were among the institutions 
of the country. The people were proud 
of these customs, which were sanctioned 
by the chiefs, and the priests, and the 
gods. 

It is impossible to estimate the num­
ber of gods included in the Fijian my­
thology. The gods may be considered 
as divided into two classes, as to their 
nature: 1. gods originally, and from 
eternity; and 2. Deified human spirits­
chiefs and heroes when embodied and 
inhabitants of earth, bat now gods, pos­
sessing divine attributes and claiming 
divine honours. They may be divided 
into four classes as to their rank, do­
minion, and power to bless and to pnnish: 
I. Gods known and worshipped throngh­
ont the gronp. 2. Gods of separate 
kingdoms. 3. Gods of districts or of 
tribes. 4. Gods of families or of indi­
viduals. 

An acconnt of the gods of Fiji would 
form a dark thongh interesting chapter 
iu the history of the superstitions of the 
world. To some of them were ascribed 
the worst passions and propensities of 
men. Fijian heathenism, like every 
other, in its creed and cnstoms was essen­
tially and necessarily a degrading system. 
The people were treacherons and cruel. 

CnaISTIANITY.-The Fijians are being 
tnrned "from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God." Fiji is in 
transition. 
. The results of missionary labour dur­
rng the past thirty years may be indi­
cated by the following statistics. There 
are now 109,000 professing christians; 
there are 35,000 scholars in the various 
schools, including adults and children ; 
f?rty-seven native-assistant missionaries; 
six hundred and eighty-three native 
catechists, and four hundred and seventy­
seven local preachers. Above 20,000 
are meeting in class as members of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Society. 

Nearly five hundl'ed chapels have been 
erected by the natives themselves; and 
at least one thousand heathen temples 
~ave b~en destroyed or allowed to fall 
1~to rumous decay, or havo been occu­
phied as preaching-places 01· dwelling-
ouses. 

Multitudes of Fijian believers, having 
adorned the doctrine of Christ their 
Saviour on earth, have been received 
into His heavenly kingdom. 

The native christians in Fiji provide 
for the maintenance of the catechists 
who labour among them; and large con­
tributions are annually made towards 
the snpport of tbe missionaries. In the 
year 1862, £1,500 was raised; in 1863, 
£1,700. In consequence of hnrricanes 
and floods during the past few year~, the 
contribntions have been mnch smaller. 

In these resnlts christian people gener­
ally may rejoice, and be thankful to God, 
the Giver of all good. The Fijian~, as a 
race, may eventnally die oat; bat chris­
tiauity has already achieved glorions 
trinmphs among them, and the process 
of enlightening and evangelizing them is 
more rapidly progressing than ever. 

-Missionary News. 

MISSIONARY TRIALS. 

IT is onr brethren who are scattered 
through heathen countries that req aire 
this stimnlus to courage rather than onr­
selves. Very often the conditions of 
their life seem intolerably hard. I know 
not how they endure its cheerlessness. 
They are among a strange people; they 
miss the pleasant mnsic of their mother 
tongue; they are separated from the 
excitements and delights of the public 
and social life of their own land ; they 
have neither time nor strength for the 
literature which they love best; and iu 
committing themselves to this work, 
they have almost cut themselves off from 
the glorious past of their race, as well as 
from the joy and animation of its present 
intellectual activity-from the imagina­
tion of immortal poets, the speculations 
of philosophers, the imperishable and 
splendid eloquence of great statesmen ; 
many of them are conscions that their 
physical strength is being consumed by 
the fiery heat of a tropical snn, and that 
their intellectual elasticity and energy 
aro slowly wasting away; they suffer 
from unfamiliar forms of disease ; they 
thirst for the free air and green foliage of 
the land they have left; they think at 
night of faces they shall never see again, 
of the gray hairs that are coming upon 
the heads of aged parents, of the graves 
into which one after another those who 
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are dearest to them at home are gradu­
ally sinking; they have to send their 
children away to live among strangers. 
Their courage sometimes fails. They 
are uncheered by the love and sympathy 
of christian brethren. The moral atmo­
sphere they breathe is heavy with death, 
and they sometimes tremble lest their 
own spirits should be smitten, not by 
" the pestilence that walketh in dark­
ness," but by the open vice, the flagrant 
immorality, the triumphant idolatry, 
which surrounds them, "the destruction 
that wasteth at noonday." They think 
sometimes, and not without bitterness, 
of bow lightly we at home, who are 
living at ease, surrounded by crowds of 
friends, preach and declaim about· the 
duty and blessedness of apostleship 
among the heathen, how inadequately 
we estimate their difficulties and labours, 
how careless we seem whether they live 
or die! Sometimes, perhaps, they are 
wounded by our ungenerous suspicion, 

and sometimes they think they detect 
reproaches directed against themselves 
in our complaints of their want of sue. 
cess.-Extmcted fi·om a Sermon-" Not 
Servants, but Fi·iend.s"-p1'eached on be­
half of the Bapti.~t Mi,ssionary Society 
on Wedne.~day Evening, April 25, 1866: 
at Bloomsbury Chapel, by the Rev. R. W. 
Dale, M.A., of Birmingham. 

SPAIN. 

A MILLION oosPELs have been granted 
for Spain by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. They are to be printed 
on the spot, and p,,ssed into the hands 
of the people. But it is a far easier 
task to find money in England for a 
million gospels, than men in Spain fitted 
to give them circulation. God send 
labourers into His harvest! The circu­
lation is going on well in Madrid, and a 
Casino service has been commenced. 

N OTE,-J. A. B. and bis friends are respectfully informed that the writers of the papers 
read at the Missionary Conference are alone responsible for their contents. So anxious 
was one of the writers upon this point, that be specially requested that the Secretary of 
the Mission would not even read the proofs of bis paper, and be therefore abstained 
from doing so. 

fiortign Jdttrs :!l,ecciinh. 
BERIUMPORE.-G. Taylor, January 19. 
CurrAcrr.-J. Buckley, January 7, 14. 

Qtontributio n s 
RECEIVED ON Accomn OF THE GENERAL BAPTIST MrsSJONARY SOCIETY, 

FROM FEBRUARY 20th, TO MARCH 20th, 1869. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

Barrow ... ... . .. 3 9 4 Leeds-Call Lane- Nottinghrun-
Bat11-1\lajor Farran ... 2 0 0 Juvenile Society ... 5 17 6 Broad Street onncct. 12 13 
BW"nley (W. & 0.) ... 0 18 0 Leicester- Mansfield Rd. .. 17 6 8 

Carlton ... 0 15 2 Mrs. Green ... ... 0 2 6 Stoney Sti-cct .. 11 0 0 ... ... ... 
Carrington ... . .. . .. 1 1 1 Friar Lane-on acct. 4.3 6 3¼ Quorndou (W. & 0.) 0 10 0 

Castle Doniugton-on .Archdeacon Lane ... 95 4 0 Ripley ... ... ... ... 28 2 5 

account ... 10 0 0 Dover Street ... ... 43 14 5 Rudclington ... ... ... 1 16 1 ... ... 
Daybrook 1 7 G London - "Ono who Shore (W. & 0.) ... ... 1 0 0 ... ... ... 
Dcrl1y-.ilfa1·y's Gate loves India" ... ... 2 0 0 S1rnmlen-Rov. T. Rofe 1 0 0 

Juvenile Society ... 15 10 0 Loughborough- Sutton St. Edmunds 1 0 0 

FornceLt and Moulton 2 10 2 JVood Gate (W. & 0.) 2 0 0 
Hoverin3ham-l\:Ir. & Louth-North Gate-

Mrs. Nall ... ... ... 5 0 0 (W.&0.) ... ... 1 10 0 
Hugg lescoic-on acct. 19 0 0 Maltby (W. & 0.) 110 0 ConnECTION.-In last month's 
Hyson Green 1 12 G N cw Basford 2 6 3 1\ln.gazino, Lineholme .c2 os. od. 
Kcgworih ... ... ... 5 G 0 Norwicl1- was for the Genernl Fund, and 
Kirkby and Kirkby Priory Yard .... ... 13 3 9 noL W.&0. 

Woodhouse ... ... 18 2 6 Surrey Road ... . .. 12 0 0 

Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Geneml Baptist Missionary Society will be thankful!Y 
received by '1'. HILL, Esq., Baker Street, Nottingham, 'l'rcwmrcr; and_ by the Rov. J. C. l I_KE 
and the Rev. H. WILKINSON, Secretaries, Leicester, from whom also Miss10nary Boxes, Collectwg 
BookB, and Cards may bo obtllined, 
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MEMOIR OF REV. T. BURTON, 

PASTOR OF THE GENERAL BA.l'TIST CHURCHES .A.T ASTERBY .A.ND DONINGTON­
ON-B.A.IN, LINCOLNSHIRE. 

THE REV. T. BURTON was born at 
Louth, March 27th, 1813. He 
seems to have been more highly 
favoured even than Timothy ; for 
not only could he refer with confi­
dence to the unfeigned faith of his 
mother and grandmother, but also 
of his great-grandmother. The two 
last-named were members of the 
church, at Donington, of which 
our departed friend was for so many 
years the pastor. His first serious 
impressions were produced by the 
death of a little brother and of his 
grandmother, both of whom died 
within a few days of each other, and 
were buried in the same grave. For 
a time he was very anxious about 
the salvation of his soul ; but the 
serious thoughts thus excited passed 
away, like the morning cloud, and 
early died. This was in 1823. 
Again, in 1825, and when only little 
more than twelve years of age, he 
was awakened under a sermon 
preached by Mr. Cameron, then 
:pastor oftbe General Baptist Church 
in Louth. It was a funeral sermon 
for a young per8on. It was not, 
however, until a considerable period 
after this that he became perma-
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nently decided for Christ. The 
parents of Mr. Burton were in 
humble circumstances, and were un­
able to give him an education. What 
was rendered impossible, through 
limited means on the part of bis 
parents, was partially met by the 
generosity of the late Rev. J. Jones 
(then a young minister at Louth, 
and afterwards of March), who re­
ceived him into his school free of 
expense. Seldom has such kindness 
been more gratefully received, or the 
results better employed. Knowing, 
as we have done, his tutor so well, 
we are certain that the quality of his 
learning would be of the most sub­
stantial kind, although the quantity 
must necessarily have been very 
limited. Mr. Burton often lamented 
his want of education. In 1824, he 
was apprenticed to a tailor. During 
the early part of his apprenticeship 
his trials were many, and difficult to 
bear. His fellow apprentices treated 
him so ill, that he has often, when 
going home at night, wished he might 
die before morning. Neither his 
father nor his master were ac­
quainted with these trials, and he 
reproached himself afterwards for 
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not making them known, which he 
certainly ought to have done. No 
elder apprentice ought to be allowed 
to act the tyrant over a junior one. 
J\fr. Burton's only resource, how­
ever, was prayer. "I used fre­
quently," he wrote in his diary, "to 
retire into the fields for prayer under 
these trials, and at length they were 
removed." He now resolved more 
fully to serve the Lord, and began 
to attend, with the greatest punc­
tuality, all the means of grace. He 
soon began to take part in the meet­
ings for prayer, and at length, in 
1830, be was, with others, publicly 
baptized. Mr. Cameron preached on 
the occasion, and Mr. Kiddall ad­
ministered the ordinance. 

Like all others who have tasted 
and seen that the Lord is good, and 
that blessed is the man who trusteth 
in Him, Mr. Burton now felt a 
strong desire to preach the Gospel 
of the Grace of God. His wish he 
made known to his pastor, who 
seemed to encourage him- at first, 
and lent him several suitable books; 
but the encouragement soon ceasing, 
Mr. Burton gave up, or nearly so, 
all thought of the ministry. 

On May 29th, 1834, Mr. Burton 
was married to Miss Harriett Good, 
whose parents (William and Jane 
Good) were members of the church 
at Louth. This union was on the 
whole a very happy one. Mr. 
Burton, in after years, wrote:­
" We have lived as comfortably as 
most people. I trust we shall both 
be preserved safe unto His heavenly 
kingdom." 

In 1835, Mr. Burton preached 
before the church, and with so much 
acceptance that it was agreed to 
recognise him as a preacher of the 
Word; and that " from the church 
he should be at liberty to go any­
where wherever Providence might 
open a door to preach the Gospel." 
During the next few years be seems 
to have been engaged in the villages 

around, and occasionally at Louth. 
But in 1840 he began to preach 
regularly at Asterby and Doning­
ton-on-Bain. Each of these places 
is about seven miles from Louth, and 
each of them is really a separate 
church, although for very many 
years one pastor has served them 
both. They are both General Bap­
tist Churches, although they do not 
appear in our minutes, and of ancient 
date. From a queer old church­
book, it seems that Gilbert Boyce 
often visited these churches, and, 
as messenger of the Lincolnshire 
churches, presided at their church 
meetings, and gave them the benefit 
of his intelligence and experience. 
The immediate predecessor of Mr. 
Burton at Asterby and Donington 
was a Mr. Scott. He resigned his 
office in consequence of having 
become what is denominated a 
Campbellite, or New Testament Dis­
ciple, having been rebaptised for 
the remission of his sins. The in­
troduction of these sentiments had 
done considerable harm to both the 
churches. " Offences must needs 
come, but woe unto him by whom 
they do come." Mr. Burton's first 
congregation at A8terby numbered 
eight persons, and at Donington 
seven and three children. The be­
ginning was small, and the latter 
end did not greatly increase. There 
are but very few men situated as 
was Mr. Burton-at the distance 
of seven miles, with a young and 
increasing family, and obliged to 
toil at his trade from Monday morn­
ing till Saturday night-who could 
have been induced to take the over­
sight of such churches. Only a per­
son who bad a passion for preaching 
could be persuaded to underta~e 
such labours as were invoked 111 

such a mi11istry. But Mr. Burton 
had such a passion. He never w~s 
happier tlian when engaged 1n 

preaching. It was emphatically to 
him a loved employment. 
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In March 1843, Mr. Burton re- reward!" And yet for weeks to­
ceived a unanimous invitation to be- gether this sight might have been 
come the pastor of the churches at seen some winters between Louth 
Asterby and Donington, and on and Donington, &c. The courage 
Good Friday of that year he was or- and self-denial of Mr. Burton at 
dained to the pastoral office. Mr. times almost failed him. On one 
Cameron and Mr. Kiddall took the occasion he wrote:-" I should 
chief part of the services, and were dread leaving home next Sunday 
assisted by Mr. Catley and Mr. Star- if I thought the roads would be 
buck. From this time the career of as bad as they have been to-day." 
Mr. Burton was undeviating love On more than one occasion his life 
and labour for the people of his was in jeopardy from the depth of 
charge. Every Sunday, for 24 or 25 the snow. 
years, with scarcely an exception, he His discouragements were as 
was in the habit of walking 17 miles, many as his difficulties. Again and 
and preaching twice; and would again, does he deplore the smallness 
sometimes reach Louth sufficiently of his congregations, and the little 
early to preach at night. At the success he had in winning souls to 
close of his 21st year of labour, he church. In bis diary we have such 
wrote:-" This is only the third or utterances as the following:-" 0 
fourth time that I have been obliged that I could hear of some poor soul 
to stay at home in consequence of being converted by my feeble ln,­
the weather during the 21 years' hours ! " I often feel dull and cast 
labour at the above places." The down. The church does not pros­
reason for being at home on the day per. Things are very dead with us. 
here referred to seems to have been The congregations are smaller than 
a very sufficient one. He explains usual, and I sometimes fear that I 
it thus :-" This morning, I started labour in vain ! '' On his fiftieth 
for Asterby, &c., with a pony and birthday he wrote:-" Would to 
gig, kindly lent me by Mr. Newman, God that I was more useful-that 
but when I got two miles on the souls were converted-and that the 
road I returned, finding it impossible church was growing in numbers and 
to get there in time, and possibly in grace. This would be to me a 
not at all, in consequence of the source of greater joy than the addi­
immense fall of snow. The snow tion of any worldly gain.'' 
reached almost as high as the hedges, It seems to the writer that Mr. 
and it was coming down at a tre- Burton was disposed to take by far 
mendous rate at the time, and con- too gloomy a view of his labours. 
tinued to do so until nearly noon." During his ministry of 22 years, at 
In these days of degenerate moral least 60 persons were added to the 
courage-and self denial, when self- churches of which he was the pastor. 
indulgence and Mammon are the Considering the distance at which 
J?ii l\Iajores of multitudes of profes- he lived from his sphere of labour 
smg Christians, how marvellous is and the very smull numbers corn­
the sight of a man toiling through posing the churches when he began 
snow up to the middle of his thigh his labours, his successes will not 
for seventeen miles, on the high suffer in comparison with that of 
wolds of Lincolnshire, and the very many ministers in larger towns, 
keen north-east winds screaming and whose whole time is devoted to 
around his ears, to preach to a their work. -
mere handful of immortal souls, In the year 18G5, Mr. Burton, 
and "all for love and nothing for while on his way to Donington, 
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was seized with paralysis, and of of that time almost invariably 
course was obliged to return. The walked to-and-fro. To declare tho 
three following Sabbaths were what Gospel of the Grace of God he could 
lie called "silent Sabbaths," and for not have walked less than 22,000 
several weeks after he was kept by miles. His only remuneration for 
the hand of affliction from the work these exhausting services consisted 
which he loved above all others. of the income from a small endow­
When able to resume his work he ment at Asterby and the proceeds of 
was unable to walk, and henceforth a quarterly collection at Donington, 
he made arrangements to ride to his There can be no doubt but that these 
appointments and on his return. toilsome journeys hastened his end. 
Thus "toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing," Mr. Burton, though not what is 
he held on his way until January usually denominated an educated 
17th of this year. He had for several man-which he often deeply de­
days been labouring under a severe plored-was an earnest and diligent 
cold, and he ought not to have Bible student. He could not have 
ventured out to preach. But Mr. conjugated a verb or translated a 
Burton thought otherwise, and could sentence of the learned languages, 
not be persuaded. On his return but he possessed and had read some 
he was exceedingly exhausted. In of the best books on theology in the 
fact, during the Sabbath, while English tongue. His sermons,though 
preaching, he had to pause several not polished in diction, were solid 
times to take his breath. Hie last in matter. He was of a very sensi­
sermon was from the words " But tive disposition, !!,nd keenly felt any 
Mary stood without at the sepulchre slight ; at the same time none could 
weeping"-John xx. 11. From the be more grateful for an act ofkind­
tenderness of the subject, and from ness. Of a warm temperament, his 
his great difficulty in breathing, whole soul was in his ministerial 
several of his audience were deeply work. His reading and his conver­
affected. He had often expressed sation, especially with those who 
the wish to preach one Sunday and had enjoyed greater advantages than 
to be in heaven. the next, and his himself, seemed constantly to turn 
wish was remarkably gratified. On in that direction. A man more 
the following Sunday night, with the simple in his habits and more tran­
whole of his family about him, a sparent in spirit we have seldom met 
short time after the evening services, with. Like Nathaniel, ho was "an 
in the fifty-sixth year of his age and Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
the thirtieth of his ministry, he guile." 
calmly feel asleep in Jesus. Like Mr. Burton was interred in the 
many others, he had during life a Cemetery, at Louth, amid a largo 
constitutional shrinking from death; concourse of sorrowing spectators, 
but dying grace was given him in a several of whom had come from Don­
dying hour. As his en~ dr_ew near nington and Burgh. Revs. W. 
he became undisturbed m his confi- Orton, C. Payne, and W. Chapman 
dence, and he was willing rather to took part in the funeral service. 
be absent from the body, and to be His death was improved by the 
present with the Lord. J<'or full 29 latter at Louth to a crowded con­
years Mr. Burton had sustained the gregation, and also at Donington. 
office of pastor to the churches of Mr. Payne improved his death at 
Asterby and Donington, and he Eastgate, Louth, and Mr. l!'ell at 
had, with the exception of the last Asterby. 
four or five years, during the whole Louth, W. CIIAPMA.N. 
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NO TEARS IN HEAVEN. 

DY BA.RON STOW, D,D, 

SrN has made our world a " vale of 
tears," and all the methods which 
human philosophy and philanthropy 
have devised to change its character 
have proved unavailing. Ever since 
the Apostacy, sorrow has been the 
Jot of humanity. The Divine 
goodness has bestowed immeasurable 
comforts that soften man's condition ; 
but, as man is a sinner, he is, by in­
exorable law, a sufferer, and from 
suffering, in the present life, he can 
in no way obtain exemption. Even 
Christianity, with her many and 
various and rich consolations, does 
not so change either the character 
or the condition of her disciples, 
while they are in this world, as to 
leave no occasion for weeping, She 
prepares them, indeed, for a better 
world, where all causes for sorrow 
are forever absent, but never out­
side of that "better country" does 
she make their condition griefless. 
That felicity they must not enjoy 
until they reach their heavenly home. 
Heaven is a tearless place. All who 
enter there "shall weep no more." 
Blessed world I How attractive I 
How desirable I Dear reader, is that 
to be your home for eternity ? Well, 
then, may you be patient under the 
infirmities and trials, the privations 
and bereavements of your temporary 
pilgrimage. They are only for a 
"littlo while," and they have an end 
where" sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away." As you think of the various 
occasions for tears in the present 
state, you appreciate tho compre­
hensiveness of the promise : " God 
shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.'' Yes, child of God, all, with­
out exception. 

I. 

ALL TEARS OF CONTRITION, 

. Fitly is this named first, because, 
111 the cup of the Christian, sin is 

the bitterest ingredient, and sorrow 
on account of it the most prolific 
occasion of tears. ·whatever his 
attainments in personal piety, he 
never sees tho hour, in time, when 
he has not something wrong in him­
self' to deplore. The self-righteous 
says, "If others knew me better, 
they would judge me moro favour­
ably." The Christian says, "If 
others knew mo as I know myself, 
they wouldj udge me less cbaritabl y ." 
Looking at himself inwardly and 
outwardly in the mirror of God's 
perfect law, he sees deformities that 
drn.w forth the confession, "Lord, I 
am vile." Striving to live without 
sin, he is over failing, and he mourn­
fully complains, "When I would do 
good evil 1s present with me." "In­
d welling sin " is to him no unmca11-
ing phrase. Over his imperfections 
he grieves ; and, while others arc 
engaged in openly vindicating their 
purity, he is in retirement lamenting 
with tears bis heart corruptions, and 
praying for a fresh application of the 
blood of Christ. Scrncti.fication is 
never to him nn obsolete word. Its 
meaning is never to him a thing of 
attainment.' All the regenerutcJ. 
along the ages have had this ex­
perience. The happy host now sin­
less and tearless m glory, wcro all 
weopers here as they made their way, 
crookedly nnu stumblingly, with a 
law in their members warning against 
the law in their minds and keeping 
them imperfect. 

"Once they wore mourning hero below, 
And wet their couch with tcnrs, 

They wrcstlod hnrd, 1111 we <lo now, 
With sin• nn<l <loubts nnd fears." 

Paradoxical as it may seem, it is 
true that the holier a man becomes, 
the more clearly he discovers his own 
defects; the fitter he is for heaven, 
the less fit he thinks himself; the 
stronger his confidence in tho sane-
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tifying grace of God, the more 
bitterly does he cry, "0, wretched 
man that I am," &c. 

These tears of penitence will all 
be wiped away, for i,&1 heayen the be­
lieYer ,,ill be free from all sin. There 
w~l be _no heart sins to annoy or 
grieve hnn, no wandering thoughts 
~10 i!npure affections, no corrupt 
1magmmgs. Every emotion feel­
ing, desire, purpose, will b; holy. 
Hence, there will be no inward con­
flict, for not a remnant of the hated 
corruption remains to occasion fric­
tion in _the moral machinery. Oh, 
how unlike to our earthly condition ! 

"In Heaven alone no sin is found 
And there's no weeping there." • 

Till we reach the gate of that sin­
less inclosure, the tears of repent­
ance will flow, and ought to flow. 
" God be merciful to me a sinner " 
is a prayer which we shall have 
occasion to offer until we take the 
last step on the frontier of time. 
But when we cross the threshold of 
our Father's house, and exchange 
this apparel of mortality for the 
white robes of salvation, and take 
up the palms of victory, and com­
mence the new song, the hallelujah 
of the welcomed, we shall weep no 
more for sins or imperfections. Sin 
is pardoned ; sin is removed. The 
soul, justified, sanctified, glorified, 
shall never again be pierced by the 
arrow of conviction, never again be 
stung with the sharp points of corn-· 
punction, never again be bruised 
under the crushings of conscious 
guilt, never again be compelled to 
confess, or to ask forgiveness, or to 
wash in the "fountain opened." 
Oh, to be holy I What a prospect I 
What a privilege l "I shall be 
satisfied when I awake with Thy 
likeness." Jesus comes for His 
chosen. 

"His own soft hand shall wipe the tears 
From every weeping eye• 

And p>1i us, und groaus, ,md W-iefs, and fears, 
Aud death itself shall die. ' 

We wonder not that our prede-

cessors sung with such earnestness 
their favourite" New Jerusalem." 

"How long, dear Saviour, 0, how long 
Sh,\ll this bright hour delay P 

Fly sw1ft~r round, ye wheels of time, 
And brmg the wholesome day," 

II. 

ALL TEARS OF AFFLIOTION. 

God's people, however dear to 
him as elected, redeemed, regene­
rated, adopted as heirs educated 
provided for, preserved 'are not i~ 
this life exempted frdm personal 
troubles. "Many are the affiictions 
of_ the r~ght,~ous." "Through much 
tribulation they " enter into the 
kingdom of God.'' Being children 
their Father corrects- them and 
his. chastisements, however ioving 
an~ tender, ?ften bring tears and 
crymg for relief. They are impure, 
and need the furnace of suffering for 
the removal of the baser mixtures. 
So deeply has moral evil insinuated 
itself in to the texture of our natures 
as that onl.y by some severe pro­
cesses can 1t be effectually disen­
gaged. We may quietly submit to 
those processes, because we know 
that our 1!ather not only appoints 
but supermtends them, and will 
surely make them contributive to 
our good ; but they are nevertheless 
painful, and under them we often 
weep in anguish. 

In heaven this discpline will not 
be needed, for it will have accom­
plished its end. The soul, refined 
by the fires of affiiction, will have 
parted with every impure element, 
and come forth as gold. Perfectly 
holy, " complete in all the will of 
God," not another pang shall be felt 
from the instrumentir of correction 
or purification. 

. Here our bodies suffer pain. We 
v10late the laws of our physical being, 
and the penalties are inflicted. Con­
tinually do we feel the curse conse­
quent on apostacy. But in heaven 
there shall be no physical suffering. 
Flesh and blood enter not there. 
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Disease and decay are unknown 
there. Our " house not made with 
hands," will be insusceptible of suf­
feri1;g, When Christ shall change 
our vile body and make it like unto 
his own glorious body, it shall know 
nothing of fever or paralysis, of 
dropsy or consumption, of bruises or 
dislocations, of throbbing head, 
or twinging nerves, or palpitita­
ting heart, or inflamed membranes. 
"Neither shall there be any more 
pain." What a world will that be 
where there shall be no physical suf­
fering-none forever ! 

Here we suffer from mental dark­
ness·; not merely from ignorance, 
but from the obscuration of heavenly 
light. Clouds intervene, and settle 
densely, darkly over our horizon, so 
that we know how to sympathize 
with the crucified sufferer, who in­
quired in agony why he was so com­
pletely forsaken. In heaven will be 
no eclipse of the Divine favour. 
" There shall be no night there.'' 

"O'er nil those wide extended plains 
Shines one etel'lllLl day.'' 

We shall see our Father's face 
unobscured forever. 

Here in our secular enterprises 
and our social relations we are sub­
jected to disappointments. "The 
fashion of this world passeth away.'' 
All is mutable, uncertain, vanish­
ing, and we weep over the wrecks of 
blasted hopes. There, nothing Di­
vine or angelic, or human, shall de­
ceive us. All there may be loved 
and trusted, for all there will be real, 
pernmnent, reliable. 

Here the ties of kindred and 
friendship are dissolved. None of 
~he relationships of life are endur­
mg. From how many dear ones 
have we already parted I Our hearts 
have bled, our tears have flowed, as 
we have looked for the last time on 
~heir faces, and then left their forms 
m the custody of mother earth ! In 
heaven are no such scenes, heart­
aching, heart-lacerating. Death de-

peoples none of its mansions, di­
minishes none of its loving groups, 
robes in mourning none of its 
inmates. In that world the shroud, 
the undertaker, the hearse, the sad 
procession, the cemetery are un­
known. What a world without 
graves, funerals, tolling bells, obitu­
aries, records of mortality-how dif­
ferent from this! There is ETERNAL 

LIFE, Connections there, friend­
ships there, are inseparable. Not a 
ligament which there binds heart 
and heart shall ever be ruptured, 
ever weakened. 

This life is a repetition, in some 
form, of griefs and troubles. Like 
the waves of the ocean, they follow 
one another with only brief inter­
vals. Tears repressed to-day burst 
their confines to-morrow. But when 
we reach that heavenly rest, our 
struggles and perils, and sorrows, 
are ended. 0, for more frequent 
and sweetly refreshing views of that 
blissful land where all tears of afilic­
tion shall be wiped away ! 

"When shall the day, 0 Lord, uppear, 
That I shn.11 mount and dwell above." 

III, 

ALL TEARS OF COMMISERATION. 

The Christian has a heart to feel 
for others-a heart made tender and 
susceptible by the grace of _God, and 
he is often affected even to tears by 
the sins and misfortunes of his fellow 
creatures. Even could he live with­
out trouble of his own, yet, consti­
tuted as ho is and placed where ho 
is, he could not live without drafts 
upon his sensibilities. So long as 
he is encompassed by spectacles of 
depravity and suffering, he must 
suffer. Formed by the Spirit of 
God for sympathy and commisera­
tion, he cannot witness wrong or 
wretchedness without profound and 
painful emotion. 

In heaven there will be nothing to 
awaken painful feeli11g, or excite the 
tears of pity. There ignorance, po-
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verty, oppression, moral delinquency 
are strangers, aliens. All misery, 
all causes of misery, are absent. 
How glorious the negatives of the 
Bible in its descriptions of the home 
of the sa,ed ! What a world must 
that be where not an individual does 
"Tong or suffers wrong-where not 
an individual is unhappy-where, 
instead of weeping with those who 
weep, we shall always have occasion 
to rejoice with those who rejoice! 

Here the Christian laments over 
the imperfections and declensions of 
the church. Often he weeps as he 
remembers Zion. In heaven he 
will find a perfect church, pure in 
character, harmonious in creed, 
affectionate in fellowship. There 
will be no declensions, no apostacies, 
no schisms, no controversies. All 
will be agreed in doctrine, spirit, 
practice. All will think, speak, act 
alike with reference to Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. One song shall 
employ the entire multitude, and 
their music shall be without discord. 

Here the believer is afflicted, 
grieved by the impenitence and 
heedlessness of those around him. 
He sympathizes with his Lord who 
wept as he foresaw the doom of the 
persistently unbelieving. He is afflic­
ted as he sees how his Heavenly 
Father is treated by dependent, 
ungrateful creatures; how coldly, 
cruelly his Redeemer is rejected; 
how stubbornly the Holy Spirit is 
resisted; how lightly the soul is 
-esteemed; how recklessly heaven is 
trifled with and perdition risked ! 
Our nearest kindred, our dearest 
friends we see persisting in impeni­
tence in opposition to all the in­
fluences of the Book of God, and the 
Providence of God. and the Spirit of 
God, hazarding their eternal all upon 
the slenderest uncertainties, and 

treading, every step, on the perilous 
edge of everlasting ruin ! Can we 
do otherwise than pity, weep, warn, 
expostulate. 
In heaven these tears will all be wiped 

away. All there, myriads though 
they be, of every nation, tongue, and 
kindred, will be the friends of God, 
believers in Jesus, and lovers of the 
good and the true. There we shall 
never hear a profane word, or wit­
ness an immoral act; never see the 
Saviour scorned, or the truth re­
jected. There we shall see no 
hearts hardening under Gospel in­
fluences, no precious souls bartered 
away for earthly trifles. There will 
not be an irreligious man, woman, 
or child. All will be Christians, 
perfect Christians-perfect in cha­
racter, conduct, and enjoyment. 

" God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes." What a promise ! 
What a prospect ! Not a grief; not 
a tear ! Is it not self-denial to be 
willing to stay and suffer on in this 
world of tears? Wonder not that 
the apostle should say, "To die is 
gain," or that he had "a desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is 
far better." Yes, blessed be the God 
of all grace, "far better." 

Having such a prospect, how 
patiently, how cheerfully may we 
endure the trials and griefs of the 
present life. We are in a process of 
discipline ; but that process has an 
end. Our hearts will ache, for they 
will often be wounded, so long as 
we remain here ; but they shall not 
ache forever. While our pilgrimage 
lasts our tears will flow-tears of 
contrition, tears of affiiction, tears of 
commiseration ; but the time is near 
when they shall all be wiped away. 
" Weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning." 
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THE ANT; OR, LESSONS FROM LOWLY LIFE TO 
SLUGGARDS AND OTHERS. 

THE term teacher is usually applied 
to men and women who make it 
their business to impart instruction 
to others, but it is very frequently 
applied to anything by which our 
knowledge is increased. What is 
more common than for experience 
to be spoken of as a teacher. 

Benjamin Franklin has some­
where said that "experience keeps 
a dear school, but fools will learn in 
no other, and scarcely in that;" and 
when an accident has happened to 
us or we have made a mistake, we 
often say; "it has at least taught 
me a lesson." 

The sacred writers again and 
again refer to things both animate 
and inanimate, as being very effi­
cient teachers. One of them says, 
" Ask now the beasts, .and they 
shall teach thee ; and the fowls of 
the air, and they shall tell t_hee : or 
speak to the earth, and 1t shall 
teach thee: and the fishes of the sea 
shall declare unto thee."* Another 
refers to the ant as a model of thrift, 
foresight, and good order; and if the 
reader be willing we will pay a visit 
to the school of this apparently in­
significant teacher, and see if we can 
learn anything that is likely to be of 
service to us. It may be as well to 
state that although the school which 
we are about to visit was specially 
recommended to sluggards, it will 
he possible for the reader to go in 
tbe capacity of an inspector, with­
out in the least identifying himself 
with the scholars. If, however, he 
should happen to see or hear any­
thing worth remembering, so much 
the better. 

The ant community consists of 
males, females, and some others, 
which are styled by naturalists, neu­
ters, workers, or nurse ants. Two 
of these names are exceedingly ap-

• Job xii. 7, B. 

propriate. " Workers" they cer­
tainly are, for they are incessantly 
engaged in something or other con­
nected with the well-being of the 
establishment. "Nurse ants," too, 
is a very appropriate name, for 
though they never have any off­
spring of their own, their assistance 
in feeding and nursing the little 
ones belonging to their sisters and 
brothers is indispensable. On this 
account, the writer thinks that they 
might very properly be termed 
maiden aunts, these being, accord­
ing to his belief, a most useful and 
hard working class. It is, of course, 
common enough, and far too com­
mon, to call them old maids, and 
other hard names, but what would 
society do without them ? It some­
times happens that several brothers 
and sisters in a family get married, 
and one of the latter, either from 
choice, or through circumstances 
over which she has no control, re­
mains single ; and whoever notices 
her life, and is honest enough to 
pass a just verdict upon it, is obliged 
to confess that it is a useful and 
noble one. When in the home of 
either of the brothers and sisters a 
little stranger is added to the num­
ber, aunty must be there; and when 
hooping cough, measles, scarlatina, 
or anv of the ills that infancy is 
heir to put in their appearance, 
aunt Sarah is the best possible nurse. 
Her services cannot be dispensed 
with, for by the time she has put 
one house in order another gets out 
of order. During her stay in either 
family her name is continually on 
the children's lips, and aunty must 
please do this, that, or the other, 
from morn till night. She has to 
bind up cut fingers, charm the 
pain from little bruises with a kiss, 
mend broken toys, replace dirty 
pinafores with clean ones ; brush 
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rough heads into smoothliness, ar­
range rebellious curls, wipe little 
faces that have been smeared with 
treacle and toffee, or begrimed with 
dirt and tears ; knit and mend little 
socks ; these, and other things too 
numerous to mention,occupy aunty's 
time, and though such employment 
may not appear very dignified in 
the eyes of some, what a condition 
the world would be in if nobody 
did these things. And mark, it is 
not everybody that can do them. 
There are plenty of women called 
mother's who make sorry work in 
this particular department ; but 
maiden aunts seem to be endowed 
by nature with the faculty for doing 
these things as they ought to be 
done, and the work very frequently 
falls to their share. These nurse 
ants are extremely anxious to keep 
their little nephews and nieces at an 
even temperature ; a lesson worth 
learning by those whom it specially 
concerns. They do not believe in 
roastiug the little ones one minute, 
and taking them out of doors the 
next, without anything on them 
when a cold north east wind is 
blowing. In order to accomplish 
their object, they bring the young 
ants near to the surface of the 
ground in the day time so that they 
may get nicely warmed by the sun, 
and at night they take them down 
lower to prevent the warmth from 
going off too quickly. Our order, 
the reader will perceive, is exactly 
reversed. Most children are down 
stairs in the day time, and up stairs 
at night, but among the ants the 
nurseries are up stairs and the dor­
mitories down below. Beside this 
extraordinary attention to the little 
ones, the maiden ants make it a part 
of their duty to see that their married 
sisters stay at home and attend to 
home-work. 

The female ants are possessed of 
wings at certain stages of their exist­
ence only, and when they have them 
they are very much inclined to go 

about to show them, to the utter 
neglect of home. Now against this 
the maiden sisters protest, and very 
properly. They do not object to the 
mothers of the community taking 
walks, but to their staying out so 
long, and to prevent this gadding 
about physical force is son;ietimes 
resorted to. If they find a married 
sister wandering very far from home 
as though she did not care whethe; 
she never returned, they gently ad­
monish her, and if she is obstinate 
and .declares that she won't go home, 
and that she will go out when she 
likes, and stay as long as she pleases 
then three or four of them will each 
take hold of a leg or a wing and drag 
the rebel back to head-quarters. 
Whether corporal punishment is in­
flicted in such cases the writer can­
not say, but is inclined to think that 
the disgrace of being dragged home 
in the sight of all the community is 
considered a sufficient punishment 
for the first offence. How far these 
maiden aunts are justified in resort­
ing to physical force "deponent re­
fuseth to say," but the object they 
have in view commends itself to our 
judgment. 

So far, then, as we have gone, the 
reader cannot have failed to learn, 
or at least to be reminded that maiden 
ants (aunts) are a most useful part 
of the community: types very often 
of sterling worth and real devotion : 
taking upon themselves household 
cares while they are excluded from 
some of the highest household joys: 
" accepting the cares and fatigues of 
maternity without its ineffable com­
pensation." Now and then, it is 
true, we meet with one who is in­
clined to be a little ill-natured; but 
this, in all probability, is owing to 
the fact that she has been made a 
butt for the jeers of the circle in 
which she has moved, and, in the 
writer's humble opinion, it is ridi~u­
lous and unjust first to sour an in­

dividual's disposition with ill usage, 
and then quarrel with our own work, 
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Whoever, then, may speak slight­
ingly of, or sneer at, our maiden 
aunt's, don't let us be of the num­
ber ; rather let us estimate them at 
their real worth, and treat them 
accordingly . 

.Again : in watching the habits of 
the ants we find that it is a standing 
rule with them that everything must 
be clone at... the proper time. They 
never put off till to-morrow what 
ought to be done to-day ;'' and they 
do not attempt to do to-day that 
wbich would be better left till to­
morrow. For instance, in very dry 
weather the walls of their apart­
ments are apt to crumble, and when 
this is the case they know that it is 
of no use trying to repair them so 
long as the weather continues dry, 
and so they do not attempt anything 
except to remove some of the frag­
ments which may happen to stop 
the communication from one room 
to another. But no sooner does a 
shower fall than they all set to work 
kneading the loose earth into a kind 
of paste, with which they repair 
their house, and in a little time the 
walls and ceilings of the apartments 
are as smooth as if the trowel of a 
skilful plasterer had been at work. 
Now the wisdom of this rule is uni­
versally admitted in theory, and very 
extensively observed in practice; but 
the reader is aware that in many 
cases it is utterly disregarded, and 
that for such disregard a heavy 
penalty has always to be paid. 
. For example. The time of youth 
1s the best possible for laying the 
~oun~ation of a good education, and 
if this time be allowed to elapse, the 
work can never afterwards be done 
as well, if it can be done at all. 
And yet how many there are who -
let this time pass away unimproved, 
and have to regret their folly during 
the remainder of their lives ? Wal­
ter Scott, in his autobiography, says, 
" If it should ever fall to the lot of 
youth to peruse these pages, let such 

a reader remember that it is with 
the deepest regret that I recollect 
in my manhood, opportunities of 
learning which I neglected in my 
youth. That through every part of 
my little career, I have felt pinched 
and haTJ1pered by my own ignorance, 
and that I would at this moment 
give half the reputation I have had 
the good fortune to acquire, if by so 
doing I could rest the remaining 
part upon a sound foundation of 
learning and science." 

Such is the confession of a learned 
man ; and there are very many be­
sides Scott who at some time in their 
life feel " hampered and pinched" by 
their own ignorance; owing, in some 
cases no doubt, to the fact that they 
had not the opportunity to learn, but 
in a great number of cases it is the 
result of having neglected the means 
of improvement. Will the youthful 
reader accept a word of advice from 
the writer, although they may be 
unknown to each other? 

Use your opportunities for storing 
your mind while you may. Remem­
ber, the stream of time which brings 
advantage within your reach also 
bears them away; and if you allow 
them to pass without availing your­
self of them, they will never pre­
sent themselves again. The young 
man who throws away the early part 
of his life can never be what he 
might have been if he had devoted 
the morning of his days to its pro­
per use. The same remarks might 
be made relative to many other 
things in life besides the cultivation 
of the mind, which, if not done at 
the proper time, can never after­
wards be done at all. 

There is yet another rule in the 
establishment which we are inspect­
ing well worthy of the visitors no­
tice, namely, the exercise of et wise 
forethought in providing for the future. 

The writer who recommended 
sluggards to visit this establishment 
says, " the ants are a people not 
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strong, yet they prepare their meat 
in the summer;"* conduct which we 
can not but approve whether we carry 
the rule into practice or not,. 

We all deem it wise in working 
men to make provision when work 
is plentiful for the time when em­
ployment may be scarce. To pro­
vide in time of health for sickness ; 
in manhood's prime for old age. 
Now and then, it is true, we meet 
with an individual who says, "what 
is the use of saving your money 
when you don't know whether you 
may ever need it? Enjoy what you 
have while you can. Live to-day, 
and let the future take care of itself." 
But who does not see the folly of 
such a creed? What should we 
think of a man who should say, 
" Don't bother about educating your 
child, for it is very uncertain whether 
it may live. Don't sow your fields 
with corn, for if you live till harvest 
the blight or lightning may cheat 
you of your reward. Don't even 
provide at night for the next morn­
ing's breakfast, for many have died 
in the night?" Why we should 
doubt the man's sanity. 

Is it not strange, then, that while 
the wisdom of this rule is so univer­
sally acknowledged, there should be 
so many who utterly ignore it in 
their every 'day life ? And yet so it 
is. There are thousands who live to­
day as if there were no to-morrow; 
let their wages fly like chaff in the 
summer as though no winter were 
to follow ; spend every fraction in 
time of health, and then when afflic­
tion and distress come upon them 
they grumble loudly if some one 
who has been more provident does 
not at once come to their relief; ac­
cuse God of having arranged things 
very unfairly; look upon their fel­
lowmen as a set of hard-hearted 

• Prov. xxx. 25. Somo moclorn naturalists 
cleny that this is the habit of ants, but we aro in­
clined to regard Solomon as a sufficient authority 
relative to the species with which he was iw­
quainted. 

wretches, and upon themselves as 
martyrs to ill fortune. If the reader 
should happen to know any indi­
yiduals. to whom this description 
1s applicable, by all means prevail 
upon them to accompany you to the 
establishment which we are now 
inspecting, in the hope that they 
may learn to lay up for a rainy day. 
Strange as it is that so many should 
fail to be guided by this rule in mat­
ters pertaining to this life, is it not 
more marvellous that there are so 
many who while strictly acting upon 
it in matters pertaining to time and 
the body, fail to do so in relation to 
the soul and eternity? There are 
multitudes who feel the importanoe 
of making provision for sickness, ac­
cidents, and old age; they wisely 
and kindly provide for their families 
in case of their own removal by 
death, and even make arrangements 
for their own decent interment; but 
about anything beyond the grave 
they appear to be utterly careless. 
They exercise a wise forethought up 
to a certain point, and then abandon 
the principle as though it were worn 
out and useless. While acknow­
ledging that there is a life beyond 
the grave, they nevertheless confine 
the whole of their thoughts within 
the narrow bounds of time. It is 
just possible that the reader may bo 
of this number, and if such be the 
case, reflect on the folly of such 
conduct. This life is given in order 
that we may prepare for another and 
a better, and our existence is not 
worthy of the name life unless it be 
devoted to the purpose for which it 
has been given. 

Our being will be worse than 
wasted unless in obedience to its 
great Author we " lay up for our­
selves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal." 

Stalybriclge. W. E. 
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THE LIFE OF THE REV. THOMAS COL­
LINS. By the Rev. S. Coley. Second 
Edition. London: E. Stock. 

THIS biography, of nearly five hun­
dred pages, for five shillings, traces 
the course of a devout man and a good 
minister of Christ, with a minuteness 
which must be acceptable to Wesleyan 
readers, and which we are much more 
inclined to praise than to blame. It is 
enlivened by anecdotes illustrative of 
the character of Mr. Collins, and by 
records of his uncommon usefulness 
during a ministry of more than thirty 
years .. Unacquainted as we were with 
his very name, until we opened this 
volume, we have followed the narrative 
of his life and labours with unflagging 
interest, and it is hoped with some 
benefit. Mr. Collins may have been a 
man of only moderate ability, but to 
him and his kind Methodism is largely 
indebtt1d. The same number of talents 
possessed by ministers in other com­
munities, if as zealously and faithfully 
employed, would no doubt be equally 
useful in converting and saving souls. 
As an example of consecration to the 
work of the Lord the subject of this 
memoir deserves to be known by pos­
terity, and by those whose modes of 
Christian activity differ from the pecu­
liarities of W csleyan Methodism. He 
was nominated to the ministry in 
1830-was accepted for labour in the 
foreign field-but not being imme­
diately needed abroad, was sent forth 
as a home missionary to a district in 
Northumberland. His sphere extended 
twenty miles in one direction, and 
fifteen in another. The country was 
wild and rugged-the roads often 
nearly impassable in winter-and the 
work heavy and depressing. On the 
Sunday he tramped thirty miles over 
~wamps and fordable streams, preach­
mg three times, and returning across 
open spaces by no better lines of way 
tha_n _sheep tracks. But far from com­
pl11m1_ng of these early hardships, he 
practised himself in the song of Hab­
bakuk: " Yet will I rejoice in the 
Lord." 

~fter one year's stay in this northern 
region he was sent far away to the 

sunny south, to Sandharet, in Kent. 
The circuit being large, comprising 
fifteen preaching places, he found there 
was no lack of leg labour : but he had 
a spirit for as much walking and preach­
ing as could be done in the hours of 
the longest day. He instituted early 
prayer meetings, and thus registered 
the engagements of a single Sunday. 
"Held a prayer meeting at six o'clock 
-gave tickets at eight-preached at 
half-past ten-short prayer meeting 
just after dinner-preached at half­
past two-gave tickets after-preached 
at six, held prayer meeting, and as 
many seemed affected, announced a 
meeting at five next morning." His 
preaching was so powerful that strange 
stories of his influence began to circu­
late. One wild young man, a fighter, 
the terror of the neighbourhood, who 
had never been known to enter a place 
of worship, having beard of the faith­
fulness and familiarity of the new 
preacher, and of the manner in which 
he took hold of any one to whom he 
spoke privately, resolved to put him­
self in his way, vowing that " if Col­
lins laid a finger on him he would lay 
Collins on his back." He went to the 
chapel-heard him preach-and though 
the preacher did not touch him his 
word did so. The young man re­
mained after service to be con versed 
with, and on reaching home his wife 
exclaimed, "Why, Tom-throw Col­
lins-he has thrown thee, I can seo !" 
The daring sinner was so wrought 
upon that he threw hiR dice, cards, 
balls, and other gambling ware, into 
the fire. 

Mr. Collins' stipend was so small 
that he was unable to purchase the 
books for which he pined, or oven the 
clothes he needed to wear. Ho was 
compelled to forego the gratification 
of visiting his relatives for want of 
moans, and he refused to borrow the 
money he required, saying, that" debt 
would cut his tongue out!" His father 
heard of his fame as a preacher from a 
commercial traveller who said that he 
was setting Kent on fire-that he had 
heard of him repeatedly, and seen 
rhymes about him in barber's shops. 
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He staid in this circuit the full time­
three years; and on leaving it was 
sent six hundred miles away, viz., to 
the Orkney's I The field of labour was 
so forbidding that it was hard to get 
any one to go to it. At length one 
had the courage to say that he would 
volunteer his services if he could have 
Thomas Collins for his colleague. Dr. 
Beaumont, who knew the latter, de­
clared that the" Minutes of Conference 
from A to Z could furnish no better 
man." He was appointed accordingly, 
and after overcoming the difficulties of 
so long and expensive a journey he 
found the sphere of his future labours 
'' wretchedly sterile in many respects." 
The majority of the religious popula­
tion in the Orkneys were strongly i!ll­
bued with Calvinistic sentiments; and 
bis ministrations were at first confined 
to a hanrlful of fishermen. The change 
of climate and of diet too brought on 
serious illness; but on recovering from 
it he appiied himself to the discovery 
of the most likely means of meeting 
the demands of the people. His old 
habit of prayer was not altered, and 
as his lodging allowed no freedom for 
vocal prayer, he found a sheltered cave 
in a cliff, where he spent some entire 
days in fasting and intercession. The 
record in his Journal of Jan. 25, 1836, 
is as follows : " I went to my lonely 
retreat among the rocks. Having to 
form a new class this evening, my 
heart was broken with desire for con­
versions. I wept much as I besought 
the Lord to give me souls. I came 
away sure that God would make bare 
His wonder-working arm. In this be­
lief I began the meeting, and that 
night three persons were set free." 
Sleeping with his colleague on the 
first night of their meeting, Mr. Col­
lins said : "Brother, we must have 
souls, or I can't stay." Next morning 
sitting over their breakfast he proposed 
that they should go down to the shore 
for what John Smith called "knee 
business." They went, and he prayed 
with remarkable power. He preached 
in the evening, and for the first time, 
said Dr. Knowles, his colleague, "sin­
ners cried aloud for salvation." Within 
a fortnight clear cases of conversion 
occurred : among them was Daniel 
Farquhar, who afterwards became a 
minister. The work of conversion in 
the Orkneye by the ministry of the 

Methodists was much impeded by 
"theological difficulties." Clergymen 
openly denounced W esleyans from 
their pulpits; and bigots spoke of 
them privately as a "damned people 
who ought to be stoned out of th~ 
country. That Christ died for all• 
that it is our duty to turn to Him; 
that we may be saved now; that we 
may know our sins forgiven; that we 
may be freed from indwelling sin , 
that after grace received, unless vigi: 
!ant, we may fall away; are things 
which if omitted, would leave a Metho­
dist sermon like a bombshell without 
powder. "By that people, however," 
says Mr. Coley, "each of these, to us 
axioms, was felt to be a challenge." 
But faithful toil was crowned with 
success; and on those cold coasts and 
mist-covered isles many victories were 
won, and the mission prospered. 

Leaving the Orkneys in 1838, Mr. 
Collins was stationed in Durham, where 
he and his colleague reported that to 
do justice to the circuit they needed 
the mind of an angel and the strength 
of an elephant. With more than thirty 
places on the Plan, new collieries start­
ing up, and thousands of fresh inhabi­
tants clustering around them, they had 
neither chapels enough to hold the 
people, nor time to look after them. 
Quitting Durham, after his three years 
were expired, he removed to Dudley, 
and in regular succeBsion to Coventry, 
St. Albans, Camborne, St. Austell, 
He111el Hempstead, Bradford, Sowerby 
Bridge, Leamington, Pontypool, and 
Bristol. On December 27, 1864, he 
peacefully breathed his last, in the 
55th year of his age. Stricken with 
paralysis two years before, he was un· 
fitted for circuit preaching, and was 
put on the list of supernumeraries. 
But he was lively and zealous to the 
last. Doubtful for a time whether he 
should ever do full work again, he was 
sweetly resigned to the will of Gori, 
prepared to be anything or nothing if 
He made the allotment. On the open· 
iug of a great bazaar at Bristol, he was 
desired to open it with prayer. He 
consented, although he confessed he 
did not like bazaars, and that his first 
feeling about blending devotional acts 
v. ith them was akin to what he had 
loug ago, when a Scotch farmer begged 
ltim to crave a blessing on a whi8key 
bottle I In a letter to a minister !Jo 
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asks: "What aro yon doing in the sal­
vation line? Make all your sermons with 
the design of saving souls ful] in view. 
How many sermons have you on ' Per­
fect Love?' A clear, strong, feeling 
sermon on that topic is of great value 
to yourself and the people." The head 
could still think, and his soul was in a. 
state of great enjoyment; but being 
partially paralysed, he lost the full 
command of his emotions, and so was 
unfitted to appear in the pulpit, and 
sometimes he felt a.shamed to meet 
strangers on the road. "Joy in the 
Lord makes me often burst out into 
laughter, which I cannot stop." At 
Lewes, where he met some old friends 
nearly as much invalided as himself, 
be states that, having got up a. little 
gathering in the room of one, he liter­
ally quivered with emotion. "We were 
a broken, feeble folk; yet heavenly talk 
made us very happy." One old class 
leader gave out the hymn, "Soldier of 
Christ, arise I" when it struck Mr. 
Collins that they were all more fitted 
for hospital than for the field. Sum­
moned to Loughborough in July, 1863, 
to see a dying daughter, he painfully 
felt his weakness of nerve. Feeling 
choked with grief, be was compelled to 
look upon her in silence ; and when 
he attempted to speak he was over­
mastered by irresistible bursts of weep­
ing. But he calmly reported after­
wards, that he was strengthened to 
kneel and pray as his daughter de­
parted, and that when her happy soul 
was gone he was enabled to give 
thanks. At Warwick, whither he re­
tired, he devoted himself to house visi­
tation; and writing to a minister in a. 
wide circuit, he advised him to turn 
his iatinerating time to good account; 
to think out of doors; to make sermon 
jottings on country roads, in poor 
chambers, and even in farm kitchings. 
And then he observes : "The growing 
pl_nn of preachers coming home every 
night has sadly relaxed the hold of 
Methodism on rural England. For­
~crly the preacher's visit and talk 
hnked families to him. Now they 
scarcely see him except in the pulpit, 
and ~hen under the chilling in!luenco of 
a tlnn week-night congregation. The 
old plan waH less weary to us, and 
more profitable to the people:'' 
. The death of his endeared daughter 
in 1863 was quickly followed by the 

loss of his beloved wife in January, 
1864. This was the last year of his 
own life. During bis confinement to 
his room and bed, his time was spent 
in prayer and in the reading of the 
Word. Nearly the whole Bible was 
gone through ; the Psalms several 
times. The book of Deuteronomy, 
always a favourite part, seemed 
specially pleasant. The New Testa­
ment was a perpetual feast. ·when 
near the end, he was heard ejaculating, 
"Come, my Love, my joy." Receive 
me, my Saviour." "I shall see the 
King." "I am going to the city 
whose gates are praise." "Blessed 
be God, that ever I was born." 
" Blesaed be God, who has washed me 
in the precious blood I" " I am in 
Thy hands, loving Saviour. In these 
final struggles perfect me in patience. 
Let me lack nothing." "0, my Shep­
herd, my smitten Shepherd, by Thy 
stripes I am healed; I know it. All 
the attestatiornJ of my short life terminate 
there." 

These selections from Mr. Coley's 
Biography will better shew its merits 
than any formal eulogy we can write. 
We thank him for his care to preserve 
so good a life from the oblivion to 
which too many of God's best servants 
are consigned by culpable neglect. 

TIIE PRAYING SCHOOL Boy; a Ilrief 
Memoir of R. E. H. Churchill. By 
his Stepmother. London: E. Stock. 

WE do not quite like the title of this 
neat little book, and yet it may attract 
the attention of the class of youths 
whom it is specially fitted to benefit. 
This Praying Schoolboy was the son of 
a minister who went from the Midland 
Counties to Canada. The son, born at 
Quebec, came to England on his father's 
return in 1862, and in bis eleventh year 
entered the Institution for Wesleyan 
Ministers' Sons, at ',,Voodhouse Grove. 
lie was deprived of his mother in the 
same year, an amiable parent, who, wo 
heliove, was a native of Loughhorough. 
Some compensation was found for this 
deeply-felt loss in the acquisition of an 
affectionate stepmother, who has shown 
her maternal regard hy the composition 
of this memoir. After leaving school, 
Earnest Churchill went to Torquay, 
as an apprentice to a trade. There 
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the blessings of his Christian training 
became apparent. Having to share 
a bedroom with a fellow-apprentice, 
who had not been religiously trained, 
he felt called upon to declare his prin­
ciples. On retiring to rest, his com­
panion was conversing up to the last 
moment, when young Churchill said: 

ing asked for the loan of the Testa­
ment, that he too might read a chapter. 
This useful "witness" for God was 
soon seized with a fatal illness. His 
dying experience was happy, and his 
death itself seems to have been la­
mented. The memoir is very likely to 
do good to those' who have not yet 
" obeyed the voice of their teachers 
nor inclined their ears to those who in~ 
structed them.", 

"Excuse me, I always read a chapter 
and pray before getting into bed, so, if 
you please, be silent now." "All tight," 
said the other, and jumped into bed. 
The next night the same thing was 
done; but after being in bed a little 
while, he said : "Churchill, do you 
always read and pray before getting 
into bed?" Being answered in the 
affirmative, he on the following even-

PERIODICALS RECEIVED.-The Sun­
day Magazine-The Sword and Trowel 
-The Scattered Nation-The Jewish 
Herald-The Church - The Hive -
Appeal-Topics for Teachers, &c. 

HYMN FOR LITTLE SINGERS. 

THE Golden Land is shining beyond the azure sky, 
Its pearly gates are massive, its jasper walls are high, 

Its warders are the angels, and evermore they keep 
The splendours of its pavement unsoiled by sinful feet. 

'Tis true that land_is peopled by those who dwelt below, 
But there they walk in raiment as stainless as the snow, 

Their soul's transparent beauty undimmed by thought of sin, 
They outwardly are lovely, and glorious within. 

Here even little children are sinful and defiled, 
But both up there are sinless, the angel and the child. 

0 say, can we attain to their beautiful estate; 
Who'll lead us to that kingdom, and turn the mighty gate? 

O there is One to lead us, One who was crucified, 
Whose cross is ever speaking to tell us why He died. 

His precious blood will cleanse us, and make us fit to stand 
With all the shining angels within the Golden Land. 

Then sometime to the river the Jordan men call Death 
He'll lead us gently downwards, and still this mortal breath; 

Ilut from that wondrous bathing we instant shall ascend, 
Crowned with immortal beauty, and life that knows no end, 

The Golden Land is shining beyontl the azure sky, 
Its pearly gates are massive, its jasper walls are high; 

Ilut all its angels call us and stretch a loving hand, 
For Christ has bid them help us to reach His Golden Land. 

Chapel House, Castle Donington. E. H. J, 
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THE MISSION CONFERENCE. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir, - If the correspondence 
which has arisen involved myself only 
I should not add a word to it; but 
since it affects others, whose character 
I bave undertaken to vindicate, you 
will, no doubt, allow me space in which 
to bring my part in it to a close. 

I do not know in the least who his 
"educated and gentlmanly friend" may 
be, hnt I distinctly disavow the "ani­
mus" towards Mr. Yates he has seen 
fit to impute to me. It is a wholly 
gratuitous imputation. I have not the 
pleasure of Mr. Yates' acquaintance, 
and certainly did not insinuate even 
anything as to his motives. No doubt 
they are pure enough. Let me also 
assure him, I have not heard it said 
that he is a "firebrand;" or that he 
"need not hope for forgiveness from 
some as long as lives." So thoroughly 
un-Christian a sentiment would not be 
expressed in my presence without being 
rebuked. Some of his brethren, it may 
be, deem themselves to have been in­
jured by his remarks; but I think 
well enough of them to believe that he 
will not ask their pardon without find­
ing it was long since his own. Mr. 
Yates has strangely misconstrued my 
reference to Joseph 's brothers. He 
says that I "pointed him to them as 
having displayed a spirit of impiety 
and cruelty, somewhat foreshadowing 
his own." Really this is too bad. I 
did nothing of the sort. I use their 
casR simply as a marked illustration of 
~he fact that, the self-congratulation 
m which he confessed to have indulged, 
because good had come out of the part 
he had taken; might, afthr all, be mis­
placed. Much good resulted from their 
conduct, and yet they were to be 
hlamed-not praised. If Mr. Yates 
can see the obvious distinction between mr real meaning, and the one he has 
mistakenly ascribed to me; he will 
also discover why his paper was 80 

unpalatab.le to the Conference. It was 
bot Lee a use it advocated economy; 
. ut-to take the plain truth-because 
it Was censorious and uncharitable. 

L 

In answer to his question, I emphati­
cally repeat that "none need fear 
brusque treatment from the committee; 
that he need fear it least of all who 
speaks of economy; and that they 
do give to everyone a fair, full, and 
candid hearing." This is true in the 
letter and the spirit of it. No stranger 
to their meetings has a right to slander 
them and to breed mistrust of them in 
the connexion, by asserting the con­
trary. Mr. Yates should confine him­
self to speaking of the temper of the 
committee when he was one of it. I 
can speak of it with equal authority 
as it is now-an authority founded on 
a nearlyfiveyears'experience, in which 
he says he had no share-and I can say, 
without fear of contradiction, that its 
members are worthy of all the confi­
dence our ministers and the denomina­
tion can give them. For anything I 
know, Mr. Yates may be right as to the 
past, but he is wrong in making it the 
measure of the present; and by doing 
so in the public way he has done, he is 
really traducing his brethren, and in­
juring the mission he is anxious to 
serve. It is easy to put these state­
ments to the test. Let him, or let any 
one who is anxious for a reform of the 
expenditure, meet the committee, and 
it will be seen that he receives an au­
dience at once patient and polite. 

It will save my writing a second 
letter, if you will let me refer here to 
the postcript to the last " Missionary 
Observer." The secretary there in­
forms some of his correspondents that 
the " writers of the papers read at the 
Conference nre alone responsible for 
their contents." For my own part, I 
beg leave respectfully to deny that. 
No dout I am responsible for this, that 
my facts tally with the official docu­
ments they are taken from; but as­
suredly for nothing more. If public 
meetings will have papers printed 
which havA been read in their hearing, 
then, with this single exception, the 
full responsibility their publication in­
volves is theirs. Mr. Pike has ma,le a 
mistake. The chief reason (though 
not the one which I put to the point at 
the time) why he was requcsteu not to 
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read the proofs of my paper was-if it 
must be confessed-one of considera­
tion for him. His is notoriously a 
delicate position, and I was anxious 
that if any objections were taken 
to my paper be might be able to say 
that be, at all events, could not be 
to blame, since be had not so much as 
seen it when it was passing through 
the press. 

I am, dear Sir, 
V .iry truly yours, 

H. CRASSWELLER. 
Derby, .April, 1869. 

*/,, It was our intention to Jet Mr .. 
Yates' last letter close this correspond­
ence; but, considering the spirit in 
which Mr. Crassweller has written his 
rejoinder, and the purposes which he 
desires it to subserve, we feel that·we 
should be more arbitrary than an Edi­
tor needs to be if we suppressed it. 

We have much pleasure in publish­
ing the letter which follows from the 
esteemed Treasurer of the Mission, and 
we hope that a communication so satis­
factory will really end the corres-
pondence. EDITOR. 

To THE EDITOR-
Dear Sir,-My name having been in-, 

troduced a second time into this cor­
respondence by Br?· Yates, e.ll~w me 
to give the followrng explanat10n :­
In common with many of my brethren, 
I attended the mei,tings at Derby with 
an earnest desire that they would have 
a very beneficial influence, and I am 
not disappointed-notwithstanding the 
temporary exhibition of impatience 
manifested when Bro. Yates spoke. 
The proceedings were con~u~ted in a 
Christian spirit, and left ab1drng good 
results on many minds. It is quite 
true that shortly after the meeting I 
wrote to him a friendly letter, for I 
considered that he was unkindly inter­
rupted durinir his address. Those in­
terruptions chiefly came from brethren 
who were almost strangers to him, for 
all who are intimately acquainted with 
Bro. Yates well know that he is more 
of a peace-maker than e. peace-breaker; 
and I felt quite sure that the part which 
be took at that meeting was dictated 
by a sense of duty and nothing else. 

I can conceive no possible improper 
motive for his reading the Paper; and, 
therefore, as it was a free Conference 
(and especially f 01· the purpose of eliciting 
the causes of dissatisfaction), I think he 
only discharged his conscience in so 
doing. I am glad that he spoke out 
his mind, being well awe.re, from what 
bas occasionally been said in my own 
bearing, that very unfounded notions 
of waste and extravagance have been 
entertained in some quarters. 

How much better, therefore, was it to 
have the thoughts spoken out, in order 
that misconception might be put right, 
or answered. I can well conceive (and 
partly sympathise with) the feelings of 
a laborious country minister, with an 
income of £80 or £90 a year, thinking 
that the Mission could be conducted 
with greater economy. But I can 
assure all such, that after a very care­
ful investigation , made by several 
brethren, they found that very few 
savings could be made. - A small 
Mission, like a small business, is al­
ways more costly in proportion than a 
large one. I trust that Bro. Yates and 
all in the connexion who have sym­
pathised with him will now ~e m?re 
satisfied, and co-operate heartily with 
us in sustaining our beloved Mission, 
and holding up the hands of our 
brethren in Orissa, And as it regards 
the state of matters in India, we have 
proof of the most convincing kind that 
our missionaries are men approved of 
God 'and honoured by men. 

Would such men as Sir A. Cotton, 
Lieutenant-General Campbell, Captain 
McNeile, and others in high civil and 
military stations in Orissa contri(1Ute 
so generously as they do to sustam a 
set of incompetent or inconsistent men. 
Surely not. The fact is, the Briti_sh 
residents in Orissa who know the mis­
sionaries and see the work they do are 
amongst our largest subscribers. 

Finally, I hope this little contr?· 
versy will draw Bro. Yates out of his 
study into the midst of his bret)1ren, 
and he will find them to be a ]under 
and wiser people than be suspect_s i 
and they will find that he is a genial 
and warm-hearted Christian brother, 
worthy of their love and esteem. 

Yours faithfully, 
THOMAS HILL, 
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THE ASSOClATION OF 1869. 
To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-Will you kindly permit 
me to avail myself of the pages of your 
journal a.s a medium for giving the fol­
'Jowing intimations to the dear friends 
who purpose visiting us at the forth­
coming Association? 

The General Baptists at Cemetery 
Road Chapel, Sheffield, are resolved 
upon giving a very hearty welcome 
to those who may favour us with their 
company, and have formed a committe 
to carry out the necessary arrange­
ments for their comfort during their 
temporary stay amongst us. It is 
hoped that the meetings will be nu­
merously attended; and the committee 
would be glad if intending visitors 
would make prompt application for 
beds. They are most anxious to pro­
vide comfortable accommodation for 
all the friends from a distance, and 
earnestly and respectfully request that 
application will be made before the 9th 
June, as they cannot be responsible for 
any made after that date. 

I am dear Sir, yours truly, 
J, H. RAWSON, 

Sec. to the Assoc. Com. 
79, Montague Street, Cemetery Road, 

Sheffield, April 12, 1869. 

CONCERNING THE STATISTICS 
OF THE CHURCHES. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-! think it is not too early 
to ask the attention of the secretaries 
of churches to the statistics to be pre­
sented ot the meetings of the forth­
coming Association. Two points re­
quire care, 'if we are to raise to the 
higheRt deg0ree of efficiency and useful­
ness this branch of our work. On the 
first of the two, that of accuracy in the 
returns, it is not necessary I should do 
more than cite, with a prefatory word, 
a paragraph from the minutes of last 
rear. It will be remembered that the 
increase of the churches, according to 
the figures given in June, 1868, was 
543. But this was delusive. Com­
paring the total number of members in 
h1867 and in 1868, it was found that we 

ad gained only 292. "This dis­
crepancy is chiefly accounted for by 
the following facts :-(l.) 22 churches 
have reported an addition to their 

number in the gross to the extent of 
51 members, of whom they render 
on accounts in the details. (2.) 31 
churches state a loss of 289 from 
their totals, and make no reference to 
them in the list for dismissed, &c. Of 
these 289, one church has, as compared 
with last year, disposed of 92, another 
of 52, two more of 19 each, another of 
16, and the remainder, with one excep­
tion, of units. It should be said, how­
ever, that in several cases these faults 
have been referred to previous church­
scribes, and that there is reason to 
hope, from the numerous conf Pssions 
made, that we have already entered on 
the era of statistical accuracy." May 
this hope be fully realized I A word 
to men who care for truth is enough! 

I am also very anxious to get the 
reports forwarded a few days earlier 
than usual, i.e., by the 16th instead of 
the 21st of June. A similar attempt 
was made last year with some grati­
fying results, and it only needs a little 
forecasting and promptitude on the 
part of the officers of churches in order 
to make the success of this arrange­
ment complete. There may be serious 
objections to reporting five or six days 
before the meeting of the Association ; 
but since I am quite unaware of their 
existence, I shall not be held lacking 
in fairness because I do not mention 
them. The advantages of such a step 
are apparent. (1.) A brief statement 
might be made on the Tuesday morn­
ing of the Association week concerning 
the condition of the denomination and 
the progress secured by the churches 
during the past twelve months. In­
stead of dubiously musing on the 
general results of our labours and 
reasoning from incidental allusions, we 
might have those results tabulated and 
placed before 11s, so as to afford motive 
for action, themes for addresses, and 
suhjects for prayer. 

(:!.) The reports cou Id bo read 
through leisurely and with more care, 
so that there would be less risk (a) of 
the omission of any "cases" from 
churches, and (b) of the disarrange­
ment of the order of business as lixed 
by the committee. "Men of business" 
will not despise this recommendation. 

(3.) And last and least, it would be 
some relief to the successive secretaries 
of the General Ilaptist body to tho end 
of time. The work of that officer, 
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whilst the Association is in session, is 
sufficiently exhaustive without the 
addition of the apparently unnecessary 
labour of reading 150 reports and 
reckoning up a score or two of colunms 
of figures, each column half as long as 
any secretary, past, present, or future. 

Special pains will be taken to for­
ward to each church on or before the 
24th of May the necessary schedule, so 
that it may be ready for the' Deacon's 
Meeting, which precedes the Church 
Meeting held, in some cases, on the 
last Monday of the month. 

I am, dear Sir, faithfolly yours, 
JOHN CLIFFORD. 

42, Alpha Road, N. W., 
April 20, 1869. 

COMMITTEE FOR THE RECEP­
TION OF MINISTERS INTO THE 
DENOMINATION. 

To THE EDITOR-
Dear Sir,-The Association of 1866 

passed the following resolution:-
" That the Secretary of the Association 

give notice in the May number of the 
General Baptist Magazine of each year, of 
the existence of e. Committee for examin­
ing the credentials of ministers coming 
into the Connexion, and request that such 
credentials be forwarded e.t once to the 
Convener of the Committee." 

I now beg, therefore, to call the 
attention of any ministers desiring ad­
mission into the Connexion to the 
"existence" of such a Committee, and 
inform them that the REV. G. HESTER, 
4 Sharrow Head Terrace, SheffieW, is 
its convener, and must receive all 
documents pertaining to the reception of 
ministers, and the registration of their 

names in the_ Year Book of the next 
Association, not later than June 16th. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 

J. CLIFFORD, 
42, Alpha Road, Regent's Park, N. W., 

April 9, 1869. 

THE GENERAL BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLY. 

To THE EDITOR-
Dear Sir,-Allow me to ask the 

attention of your readers to the adver­
tisement on your Cover of our Assem­
bly on May 18, and to repeat this year 
tbe invitation to our brethren of the 
New Connexion to give us the plea­
sure of their company. 'l'he very kind 
reception given to myself and my co­
delegate at your last Association has 
quickened our readiness to welcome 
your ministers and members to any or 
all parts of our meeting. 

Yours very truly, 
JOSEPH CALROW MEANS. 

21, New North Road, London, N., 
April 17, 1869. 

BAZAAR FOR . NEW BAPTIS'l' 
CRAPE~ QUEEN STREE~ 

PETERBOROUGH. 
To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-Permit me to inform your 
readers that our Bazaar will be held 
in the Wentworth Room, Peterborough, 
on the 4th and 5th of May. As our 
chapel is being commenced this week, 
we shall be thankful for help, in any 
form. · 

I am, my dear sir, 
Yours very truly 

THOMAS BARRASB. 
Peterborough April, 16, 1869. 

~nttlligtnu. 

!}tnamhtational. 

The next MIDLAND CONFERENCE will 
meet at Kegworth on Whit-Tuesday, May 
18. The morning service will commence 
at a quarter before eleven o'clock. The 

Rev. D. Maccallum, of Melbourne, will 
read e. paper ,n " May A postolio Results 
be expected in Modern Times." The rest 
of the morning will be occupied by fr~e 
conference on the above subject. At tins 
Conference the annual collection will be 
me.de, and a Secretary will be elected. 

C. CLARKE, Secretary, 
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YoRKSHlRE AND LANCASIIIRE CoNFER· 
ENCE.-The next Conference will be held 
at Shore, on Wednesday, the lllth of May. 
Divine service will commence in the morn­
ing at haljpast ten o'clock, when the Rev. 
J. Clifford, LL.B., of London, will preach; 
or in case of failure, .the Rev. J. Fletcher, 
of' Vale. J. ALaonN, Secretary. 

_ll!IDLAND BAPTIST LOCAL PREACHERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

THE first annual meeting of this asso­
ciation was held on Easter Monday, at 
Sutton Bonington. Notwithstanding the 
inclemency of the weather, all the meet. 
iogs of the day were well attended, and 
were peculiarly interesting from the fact 
that for the first time in the history of our 
denomination so many brethren had met 
together, whose labours are for the most 
part confined to the villages, comparative 
strangers to each other, and hitherto 
without any visible bond of unity as 
preachers of the Gospel. 

The various meetings of the day were 
characterised by an excellent spirit, union, 
and Christian affection, and consecration 
to the s·ervice of God were apparent. It 
was felt that a new era had begun in the 
history of the lay preachers of our body. 

The morning sitting was opened with 
singing and prayer, after which the presi­
dent (Mr. G. Slack, of Derby) took the 
chair. Two subjects occupieq the atten­
tion of the brethren : The importance of 
evangelistic effort in connection with our 
village churches, and the necessity for 
establishing a mutual aid fund for sick and 
infirm preachers. Suggestions were made, 
and resolutions passed to further these 
important objects. After some other busi. 
ness had bePn transacted, the officers of 
the Association were elected for the en. 
suing year, Bro. G. Slack, president, Bro. 
J. S. Lacey, of Longhboroogh, treasurer, 
and Bro. John Edwards, of New Basford, 
near Nottingham, secretary, besides a com­
mittee of twelve. A very earnest spirit 
prevailed nt this session, especially with 
reference to evangelistic effort, one or two 
brethren expressing their willingness to 
devote their summer holidays to the work 
0 ~ God among the village churches, open 
air. services, series of meetings in the 
v_ar1ous chapels, and the better orgeniso.­
hon ?f small and feeble churches, being 
especially alluded to as being serviceable 
to the co.use of Christ. 

After dinner, a public meeting was held, 
rben papers were read end addresses de­
ivered upon the subject of "Village 

~reaching,'' by Brethren Lacey, Lough-
orough, Shaw, Derby, Edwards, New 

Basford, and Burden, Leicester. A most 

interesting discussion followed, and the 
meeting adjourned for tea. After tea, 
another public meeting was held, when 
papers were read upon " Our Village 
Churches," by Brethren Payne, of 
Leicester, Millington, Derby, Sharman 
and Richardson, Nottingham. After 
some discussion in relation to the papers 
read, the brethren and friends separated, 
pleased and encouraged by the day's pro­
ceedings. 

VALE, near Todmorden.-The ordina­
tion of the Rev. J. Fletcher took place in 
the Baptist Chapel on Good Friday. The 
Rev. G. Needham, of Burnley Lane, opened 
the morning service at ten o'clock. The 
Rev. C. Springtborpe, of Haptonstall 
Slack, gave an introductory address on 
"The Rise, Decline and Revival of Volun­
taryism." In the coarse of a very able 
paper he reviewed the history of the Chris­
tian church from its fonndation down to 
the present time, commenting very strongly 
on the evils of connection with the state, 
and supporting his views and embellishing 
his address with numerous quotations 
from such men as the Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone (Premier of England), Baron 
Bunsen, Dr. Arnold, of•Rugby, and others. 
At the conclusion of this paper a hymn 
was song, after which the Rev. G. Need­
ham proposed the questions to the church 
and pastor. The former were answered 
by Mr. G. Holt on behalf of Mr. J. Stans­
field, sen., who was incapacitated by ill­
ness for performing the task. In respond­
ing to the latter, the Rev. J. Fletcher gave 
a full and interesting account of his con­
version and call to the ministry, and stated 
very clearly the principal articles of his 
belief, to the evident satisfaction of the 
ministers and the crowded congregation. 
Another hymn having been sung, the Rev. 
J. Maden, of Shore, offered the " Ordina­
tion Prayer." Then followed the " Charge 
to the pastor," by the Rev. W. Underwood, 
D.D. (president of Chilwell College). Se­
lecting for bis subject "Ministerial Beba. 
viour," as t11ught in 1 Tim. iii. 2, and other 
places, the Rev. Dr., in language at once 
pertinent and pithy, gave faithful counsel 
to the new minister. After the morning 
service some forty persons, cbielly friends 
from II distance, partook of nn excellent 
dejeuner in the upper School-room. ln 
the afternoon, at half-po.Rt two, " good 
congregation again assembled. After ser­
vice had been opened by the Rev. J. Finn, 
of Todmorden, the Rev. W.R. Stevenson, 
!\I.A. (classical and mathemo.ticl\l tutor at 
Chil well College) gave the "Address to the 
church,'' taking for his text the eighth verso 
of the Third Epistloof John, which reads: 
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•qv e therefore ought to receive such, that 
we might be fellow-helpers to the truth," 
The church were treated to a very prac­
tical address on the duty of helping their 
minister, and the various ways of perform­
ing it. Tea was provided in the upper 
School-room at five o'clock, to which 
nearly 100 persons sat down; and at half­
past seven another large audience as­
sembled to a public meeting in the 
chapel. The Rev. T. Horsfield (first 
minister which Vale church had) took the 
chair. Referring to his past connection 
with the church at Vale, he spoke in very 
complimentary terms of the deacons who 
helped him in his work, and described his 
feelings respecting ministerial labour and 
church government. The Chairman then 
called upon Mr. Jonathan Greenwood, of 
Mars-bill, senior deacon, for the history 
of Vale church. This history was heard 
with pleasure by most of those who were 
present. The Rev. W. R. Stevenson, 
M.A., was now unanimously elected to the 
chair, unavoidably vacated hy Mr. Hors­
field. The Rev. J. Finn, of Todmorden, 
was next called upon to speak on " The 
Relation of the Church to the N eigbbouring 
Churches." The Rev. J, Dearden, of Lyd­
gate, followed in a speech on " The Evan­
gelistic Work of the Church." Both these 
speeches were well considered and equally 
well received. After a few appropriate re­
marks from the chairman, votes of thanks 
were given to the committee who bad so 
ably provided refreshments; to the singers, 
who contributed to the interest of the 
meeting by singing a piece entitled " 0 
Come, let ns Worship," and another 
" Hear my Prayer;'' and to the chairman 
and speakers for the day. At ten p.m. the 
last of these interesting and solemn ser­
vices was brought to a close by the singing 
of the Doxology and the pronouncing of 
the benediction. 

GREAT BERK!lillPSTEAD.-On Good Fri­
day the annual tea meeting in aid of the 
building fund of this place of worship was 
held in the schoolrooms. There was a 
large attendance. After tea there was a 
numerous gathering in the chapel, where 
addresses were given, and tbe choir, with 
the assistance of other friends, performed 
a selection of sacred music from Handel's 
"Judas Maccabmus" and "The Messiah.'' 
After singing and prayer by the Rev. T. 
Snell (Congregationalist), the Rev, J. 
Preston, of Chesbam, gave a brief address. 
The Hev. J. Lawton, the minister, gave a 
statement of the finances. Last Good 
Friday they owed £250, and during the 
year they bad raised £1i5, which, consider­
ing the depressed state of trade, be thought 
was not amiss. There was yet more that 
needed to be done. Mr. W. Wood could 

tell a curious tale as to the inside of the 
organ (laughter). The Rev. W. B. Bliss, 
of Herne] Hempstead, also gave an address 
based on ·the fact of the rebuilding of ~ 
place of worship before that of their own 
house by certain Hindoo Christians, who 
bad been visited by a terrific cyclone. 
The Rev. T. Snell gave a short address, in 
which be had made a pointed reference to 
the free churches of the town, of which 
there were five, and three of their erec­
tions were of recent origin. Whatever was 
said of free churches being a failure was 
not true of them, for they had schools 
which they tried to support, tract so­
cieties, &c., and an inquiring people. An 
interesting presentation of a tea service 
was made at the bands of Mr. J. Sanders, 
the deacon, to the pastor (Rev. J. Lawton) 
and Mrs. Lawton, who were quite in ~he 
dark as to any such design. Mr. Sanders 
thought the following proverb should be 
borne in mind:-" Words are leaves, deeds 
are fruit, and both are best when found to­
gether." (Cheers.) The musical part of 
the proceedings was under the manage­
ment of Mr. James Wood, organist, and 
was very satisfactory. Jn addition to tbe 
choir were Mrs. King, and Messrs. Pearce, 
Joseph Bunker, Freeman, Spriggins, and 
Staple, of Chesham. The selections were 
well made and satisfactorily given. A 
solo, 'by Miss Kate Cook, was exquisitely 
sung, as was also a duet by that talented 
young lady and Mr. Pearce. Miss Wood 
presided at the pianoforte. The tea was 
kindly given, and a liberal collection made. 

BmOHCLIFFE.-Good Friday last was B 

day of more than usual interest with us. 
Besides our annual tea meeting we held 
a service in the afternoon for the recogni­
tion of four newly-erected deacons. Special 
prayer was offered by the pastor; an ad­
dress on the " Deacon's Office" was given 
by the Rev. G. Needham, of Burnley; and 
Rev. R. Hardy, of Queensbury, addressed 
the church. The whole service was of 
an interesting and useful nature. After 
abo.ut two hundred and fifty had partaken of 
an excellent tea, a public meeting was held 
in the school room, when the aforesaid 
ministers, and the deacons of the church, 
gave addresses. Our recent alterations 
and improvements have cost about £430, 
and it was pleasing to announce that 
amongst ourselves, though all of the work­
ing classes, we have raised in nine months 
£230, leaving only a debt of £200. The 
Lord now prosper his work I W. G. D .. 

Nonw1cH, Priory Yard.-On Good Fri­
day, March 20, the members and friends 
welcomed the return of their minister, the 
Rev. R 13. Clare, and his wife, after their 
marriage excursion. A public tea was pr~­
vided for the 00011sion. After tea a publio 
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meeting wa8 held, over which J. W. Dow­
son, Esq., presided, and h an interesting 
manner presented to Mr. and Mrs. Clare 
a handsome timepiece, given by the church 
and congregation in token of esteem. This 
was followed by a set of electro-plate flower 
vases from the senior girls of the Sunday 
scbool to Mrs. Clare. ·The rev. gentleman 
warmiy responded to the expressions of 
good feelings manifested towards himself 
and his wife, and with much fervour be­
sought the church to assist them in their 
efforts and prayers to win souls for Christ. 
The Rev. l\faddeys, of Forncett, Messrs. 
Caerston, Bradbury, and other friends, 
addressed the meeting, and during inter­
vals several pieces were sweetly rendered 
by the choir. 

TESTIMONIAL TO THE REV. J. WOOLLEY. 
-The Rev. J. Woolley having resigned 
the assistant pastorate at Archdeacon Lane 
chapel, Leicester, a number of friends con­
llected with the church and congregation 
determined to show the esteem and respect 
which he had secured during bis short 
ministry by an appropriate testimonial. 
On Thursday, March 25, he was invited to 
meet the Committee for this object, and 
after an address of affectionate sympathy 
and regard from the Rev. Thos. Stevenson, 
the senior pastor, Mr. Noble, one of the 
senior deacons, on behalf of the sub­
scribers, presented the testimonial, con­
sisting of a purse containing sixty guineas, 
and a beautiful walnut davenport, together 
with a gold pencil case, and othAr appro­
priate fittings. The young lBdies con­
nected with the Bible Class also presented 
him with a timepiece of very neat and 
chaste design.-A very elegant walnut 
work table, with pearl and silver fittings, 
was also presented by the ladies of the com­
mittee and a few friends to Miss Woolley, 
the rev. gentleman's sister, as a mark of 
their esteem and affection. J. G. W. 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYllfE.-The first an­
niversary services were held in this place 
of worship on Lard's-day, Jan. 3, when 
two sermons were preached by l\fr. H. 
Pepper, of Chilwell College. On Tuesday, 
April 30, the first annual tea meeting was 
held in connection with the above place, 
when a goorl number of frien,h sat down 
to lea. After tel\ a public meeting took 
place, when W. l\I. Grose, Esq., of Stoke­
on.Trent, took the chair, and adrlresses 
were delivered by the Revs. R. Prisk of 
Hanley, and W. Bishop of Longton; also 
Messrs. H. Pepper of Chilwell College, 
S. Randall of Newcastle, Bellingham of 
Burslem, and Coleman of Burslem. 

CAnnrnoroN.-On Lord's-day, April 18, 
two sermons were prellchecl in aicl of our 
Sabbath schools by l\Jr. Everett, jun., of 

Lenton. The chapel was crowded to ex­
cess at both services, but especially in the 
evening, when scores had to go away dis­
appointed for lack of room. The scholars 
acquitted themselves well in the recital of 
their pieces, and dialogue, and singing. 
The collections were much larger than 
they have been for many years, amounting 
to £7 5s. N um her of teachers, 38; and 
scholars 146. During the past year nine 
teachers nnd three scholars have joined 
the church. The state of the school, as 
well as the church, is most encouraging; 
and our prayer is that God will still pros­
per the work of our hands upon us and 
establish it. H. B. 

TARPORLEY.-On Lord's-day, April 18, 
the Rev. Dr. Underwood, President of 
Chilwell College, visited and preached to 
us on the occasion of our Sunday school 
anniversary. The day was fine, the con­
gregations were good, the services were 
of an unusually hallowed and profitable 
character, and the pecuniary results were 
larger than any former year. The collec-
tions were £10 8s. Sid. E. B. 

RIPLEY.-On Sunday, April 4, the an­
nual sermons on behalf of the Sunday 
school were preaohed by the Rev. W. 
Evans, of Staleybridge, morning and even­
ing, and by the Rev. W. Boyden, of Ripley, 
afternoon, when upwards of £2! were col­
lected. 

WALSALL.- We are building two school 
rooms for seven hundred children, and 
renovating and enlarging our chapel to 
hold two hundred and fifty more persons. 
The cost will be about £1,600. This year 
we raised upwards of .£40 for the Mission, 
so that the Foreign Mission has not suf­
fered from our efforts in building. 

MAooLESFIELD.-Our anniversary ser­
mons were preaohed on Lard's-day, Maroh 
14, by our late beloved pastor, the Rev. J. 
Maden, now of Shore. The congregations 
were gratifying, and the collections in ad­
vance of last year. 

BAPTISMS. 

TARPORLEY.-The ordinance of baptism 
was administered in our chapel on Tues­
day evening, April 20. Two_brethren who 
have been in fellowship with the Wes­
leyans for several years, anc\ who still re­
tnin their connection with th11t denomina­
tion, applied to us for baptism, stating that 
for same time their minds had been un­
settled on this subject, and that, failiug to 
obtain satisfaction by conversations with 
friends in their own body, they resolved 



156 Martuiges. 

to read the Scriptures only, with a view to 
ascertnin the mind of Christ, that they 
might conform to it. Very soon the truth 
became apparent, and they desired at once 
to follow their Lord. Their baptism was 
an occasion of much satisfaction and joy. 
They found, as they expressed it, the yoke 
of Christ easy, and his burden light; and. 
now they go on their way rejoicing. 

BARROWDEN.-On Lord's-day, March 28, 
two persons where baptized by the Rev. J. 
Hedges, and were received into fellowship 
on the following Lord's-day. 

LouTu, Northgate. - On Lord's-day, 
March 28, ten persons were baptized by 
the Rev. W. Chapman. With one excep­
tion they were all members of our adult 
classes, and with two exceptions they were 
all children of members of the church. 

NOTTINGHAM, Stoney Street.- On Wed­
nesday, March 31, twelve were baplized 
by the Rev. J. Greenwood, M.A. 

VALE.-On Sunday, March 21, eleven 
persons were baptized at the H urstwood 
branch of Vale by Rev. J. Fletcher. On 
Sunday, March 2~, eight more were bap­
tized at Vale. 

WALLSALL.-On December 27, six; Feb. 
28, five ; March 28, five ; April 12, four ; 
nil converts and all adults. 

MAcCLESFIELD.-On Lord's-day, April 4, 
the ordinance of believers' baptism was 
administered by our pastor, the Rev. B. 

Tm:rn.rn-ALLEN. - March 28, at the 
General Baptist Chapel, Old Basford, by 
the Rev. C. Forth, Mr. Henry Truman, of 
Carrington, to Miss Jemima Allen, of Not­
tingham. 

NAYLER-STANWELL,-April 13th, by 
license, at the General Baptist chapel, 
Union Street, Burton-on-Trent, by the 
Rev. J. P. Tetley, brother-in-law of the 
bride, Mr. Joseph Nayler, of London, son 
of the late Mr. John Nayler, of Garthorpe, 
to Miss Elizabeth Ann Stanwell, second 
daughter of Mr. W. B. Stanwell, of Boston. 

CuNLIFFE-PIKE.-April 13, at the :Friar 
Lane Chapel, Leicester, by the father of 
the bride, Mr. Richard Cunliffe, of Roch­
dale, to Mary Eleanor, eldest daughter of 
the Rev. J.C. Pike. No cards. 

SQUIER-HoE.-April 15, at the Hose 
Chapel, by the father of the bride, Mr. 
Henry Squier, of Pinchbeck, to Mary, 

Hackett, and in the evening of the same 
day the candidate was received into ch1ucb 
fellowship. 

THE COLLEGE. 

THE Treasurer has pleasure in acknow. 
!edging the following sums received; and 
as the payments up to the present time 
are much in excess of the receipts, he will 
feel g1·eatly obliged if the friends will 
kindly favour him with their subscriptions 
and collections as early as possible. 

Derb,, Osmaston Road 
Birchcliffe .. 
Billesdon, Mr. Fox 
Quorndon •• 
Packington .. 
Woodhouse Eaves •• 
Leicester, Friar Lane •• 
Loughborough, Baxter Gate 
Longton 
Vale Collection • • • • 
Rev. Jos. Fletcher, Vale •. 
Barton, Bagworth, &c. 
Todmorden .. 
Half-year's Rent of Land •• 

£ S, D. 
1118 8 

4 19 0 
1 O O 
5 2 6 
1 9 1 
1 0 0 
4 15 3 

10 19 1 
6 7 0 
3 10 0 
1 1 . O 

13 7 3 
112 3 

15 10 0 
The Spring Meeting of the College Com. 

mittee is expected to be held in· the second 
week of May. Candidates who wish to 
enter College next Session should forward 
their atfplications to the President or 
Secretary during the first week. 

eldest daughter of the Rev. Thomas Hoe, 
of Wymeswold. 

HACKETT-SnnTH.-April 20, nt Mans­
field Road, Nottingham, by Rev. S. Cox, 
the Rev. B. Hackett, Baptist minister at 
Macclesfield, to Miss Smith of Nottingham. 

STEVENSON-KLosz.-April 21, at Craven 
Hill, Paddington, by the Rev. J. Clifford, 
LL.B., assisted by the Rev. E. Stevenson, 
Albert Stevenson, of Loughborough, to 
Mary Ann, daughter of Mr. A. Klosz, of 
London. 

PROOTOR-DAY.-April 26, at the Baptist 
Chapel, Kegworth, by Rev. T. Yates, Mr, 
Henry Proctor, teacher of yo1111g gentle• 
men, to Catherine Day, instructress of 
young ladies. - Recently, in the salll8 

chapel, and by the same minister, Mr. 
Joseph Fewkes, to Miss Ann Fox.-Also, 
Mr. John Wooley, to Miss Hannah Harts­
horne, all of Kegworth. 
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SowDEN,-During the past few months 
the church at Tetley Street, Bradford, bas 
Jost several of its best and most useful 
members by death. Specially may refer­
ence be made to brethren John Barker, 
Alfred Barker, Joseph Sykes, and Benjamin 
Sowden; and to sisters Jackson and Gr.een­
wood. We feel quite nnable to ma"ke up 
tbe Joss sustained by the deaths of some 
of the ahovo. In many respects brother 
Sowden was a remarkable ]ORD. He was 
remarkable for his early piety. When 
but a youth he was hop_efully converted to 
God, and, on confessing his faith by bap­
tism, he became a member of the General 
Baptist church at Clayton. In consequence 
of removing to Bradford, he was dismissed 
to the church at Tetley Street. He was 
remarkable for his clear views of divine 
truth as held by the General Baptists. 
He believed that there are no views of 
truth like them, and he was able most 
successfully to defend them. He read and 
thought for himself. The work of God, 
the history of the church, and books on 
divinity were his delight. The very last 
book he read was Dr. Brown on the Mil­
lennium. This large book he read care­
fully through several times, and liked it 
exceedingly. All his reading was thorough. 
When he had done with a good book he 
was able to tell what it contained, and to 
give an intelligent opinion concerning it. 
He was a good hearer of sermons. When 
Christ was faithfully preached, he would 
weep like a child. He was a minister's 
friend. He was a good husband, a kind 
father, and II worthy Christian. His death 
was remark11bly sudden 11nd unexpected. 
On the 17th of last December he was at 
bis work 11s usual, came home nbont five 
p.m., had his tea, was very cheerful after­
wards, retired to rest early, and died in a 
fit at about eleven o'clock the same night. 
He was fifty-nine years old. His death 
was improved to II deeply affected congre­
gation from the words "0 remember that 
my life is wind I In these viRitatations 
may we hear the voice of Jesus saying, 
' Be ye also ready,"' 

EooLEsruw.- Hannah Eggleshaw de­
parted this life on the 4th March, after 
attaining the age allotted to man in the 
Psalms, \'iz., three score years and ten. 
~he was baptized at the old Tabernacle, 
lkeston, in 1815, when 10 years of age, 

:nd had been connected with Carrington 
2ranch of Stoney-street Church for about 
O years, In the church her conduct was 

most exemplary. When able to attend the 
means of grace, she appeared to enjoy them 
very much; and, though holding aloof 

from the more active duties of the church 
she ever mantfested sympathy with the 
efforts put forth for the prosperity of Zion 
and the salvation of souls. She was a 
widow and poor, yet she constantly dis­
played her gratitude to the Giver of all 
Good and sense of duty as a member of 
the church, by laying on the alter which 
sanctifieth the widow's mite. She was 
gentle and unostentatious, but never 
ashamed to own her Lord or speak His 
praise. We know not of any_ who were 
offended by her manner, or led astray by 
her want of constancy. She confessed at 
all times her unworthiness of God's favour; 
but, with childlike simplicity, trusted in 
the merits of her Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. She was beloved by her family as 
a faithful and affectionate parent, and in 
memory is still rtvered as the best of 
mothers. She was much concerned about 
the salvation of her children, and when 
approaching the period when her last 
warning must be given and lust advice 
offered, she earnestly and tenderly be­
sought them to give their hearts to God, 
that they might meet her again in heaven. 
In the world she was regarded as a good 
neighbour, and an Israelite indeed iu 
whom there was no guile. A few days 
before her departure, when visited by one 
of the deacons, she conversed freely about 
spiritual things, past, pre8ent, and future, 
in connection with her Christian ex­
perience. She confesS'ed her littleness of 
love and service in the cause of her Master, 
but had such confidence in His promises 
that she doubted not respecting the for­
giveness of nil her sins and shortcomings, 
or her acceptance with God through Christ 
her beloved; and her faith failed not as re­
gards the future, for whilst blessing the 
name of Jesus she expressed her assur­
ance that she should soon be with Him in 
glory. She crossed over Jordan at mid­
night, gently as a zephyr breeze gliding 
o'er the bosom of some placid lake. So 
passed away the spirit of our dear sister 
from earth to heaven. 

In fuith she lived, in pence she died, 
Tl"Wlting in Jeous cnwifie<I. 
Joyfully now she reigns ubovo, 
Singing there of redeeming love. 

l\TEE.-Mary Mee, relict of the late 
Robert Mee, former, departed this life on 
February 20th, in her 70th year. She 
had been a worthy member of the Baptist 
Church in Kegworth 11nd Diseworth many 
years. She wa& remarkably kind to 
widows and poor people generally. She 
was one of the best friends of her pastor, 
and always ready to a11ist in supporting 
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the Saviour's cause. The text for her S luxurious age; but he was Lealthy and 
funeral sermon was chosen by her pastor, ·, useful and happy. Tbe utmost confidence 
as strikingly expressive of her amiable 
spirit and exemplary conduct: "This 
woman was full of good works and alms­
deeds which she did; and it came to pass 
that she was sick and died "-Acts ix. 
36-37. 

llfEE.-Robert llfee, farmer, Diseworth, 
departed this life in January 1867. He 
also had long been a member of the Bap­
tist Society, was a decided ministers' 
friend, and quite exemplary in his attend­
ance on the services of the sanctuary. The 
last sermon he heard he particularly 
enjoyed, speaking of it with much pleasure 
when he returned to his home. In two or 
three days after, he was seized with apo­
plexy, while eating his dinner, and in little 
ruore than a week he gave up the ghost. 
The marble monument against his tomb 
bears the appropriate inscription, "Be ye, 
therefore, ready also," &c. 

GAYTON.-N athaniel Gayton, Diseworth, 
finished his course about a fortnight before 
Robert llfee. He had been the village 
schoolmaster in Diseworth a long way 
toward half a century. He was a deaeon 
and occasional preacher among the Bap­
tists, as well as superintendent of the Sab­
bath School many years. He was remark­
ably plain and abstemious in his mode of 
living, and partly on that account probably 
never required medical advice and assist­
ance (except once, in a slight surgical case) 
until bis last affliction. He was deemed 
too abstemious by many, and certainly bis 
manner of living is not likely to be ex­
tensively imitated in this sensuous and 

CHRISTIAN WORKERS OF THE PAST.­
Dr. Adam Cle.rke said that "the old pro. 
verb about having too many irons in the 
fire iR an abominable lie. Have all in it­
shovel, tongs, and poker!" It is not so 
much the multiplicity of employments as 
the want of system in them that distracts 
and injures both the work e.nd the work­
men. Wesley said: "I am always in 
haste, but never in a hurry; leisure an~ 
I have long taken lee.ve of each other. 
He travelled about 5,000 miles in a yee.r; 
preached about three times a day, com­
mencing at :five o'clock in the morning, 
and his published works amounted to 
about 200 rnlumes. Baxter was e.lso a 
tireless worker. Besides preaching and 
speaking, he spent two days of the week in 
catechising the people, [n the midst of 
all he was an author, and wrote works 
more in number than most of us can find 

was reposed in him by the parishioners of 
Diseworth, by the Baptist Society, and by 
several individuals who employed him to 
look after their _property_; a_u~ few, if any, 
ever had the slightest m1sg1vrng as to his 
integrity and punctuality.· He did a great 
deal of responsible work for the merest 
modicum of pay, and frequently for nothing 
at all but the satisfaction of rendering 
assistance to those who solicited his aid, 
At the commencement of his last affliction 
he uttered many beautiful expressions to 
his pastor and other friends; but at the 
close of his ce.reer his mind e.nd body he­
r.a.me so enfeebled that he could scarcely 
converse e.t a.II. He was 80 yee.rs old 
when he expired. His funeral sermon was 
pree.ched from these words, " Devout men 
carried Stephen to his burial, e.nd made 
great lamentation over bim"-Acts viii. 2. 

HALL. -April 7, very suddenly, at Peter­
borough, in her twenty-seventh year, Eliza­
beth He.II. Nearly nine yee.rs ago she 
was baptized and received into the church 
meeting in Westge.te, Peterborough, and 
remained a consistent member until bet 
decee.se. She was an earnest Sunday 
school teacher, and rendered efficient ser­
vice at the harmonium. As her amie.ble 
spirit endeared her to many, her removal 
occe.sioned widespread grief. 

STENSON,-April 12, Mary, the beloved 
wife of the Ilev. E. Stenson, in the faith 
and hope of the gospel, at No. 1, St. 
Katherine's Terrace, Northampton. She 
had been a member of the denomination 
more than forty years. 

time to read. It is said that Luther 
preached almost daily ; he lectured con• 
stantly as a professor; he was burdened 
with the care of all the churches ; his cor­
respondence even as now extant fills many 
volumes; he was perpetually harassed 
with controversies, and was one of the 
most voluminous writers of his day. The 
same, and even more, may be said of 
Calvin. While in Strasburg, he preached 
or lectured every day. In Geneva he W88 

pastor, professor, and almost magistrate, 
He lectured every other day ; on alternate 
weeks he preached daily; he was overf 
whelmed with letters from all parts ko 
Europe and was the author Lf wor s, 
numero~s and bulky, that any man of 0t 
day would think mor~ . than ~no ugh a1 
occupy his whole und1v1ded time, A_ 
all this, too, in the midst of perpetue.l 18' 

firmity, 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MISSION. 

Special Notice. 

THE accounts for the year close on May 31st. It is particularly requested 
that all sums to be acknowledged in the next Report may be forwarded to 
the Treasurer or Secretaries on or before that day. In cases wh;re the 
Annual Subscriptions have not been collected, will the Collectors kindly 
attend to them at the beginning instead of the end of the month ? 

CONFERENCE AT CUTTACK. 
AFTER a year of severe toil and heavy 
sorrow, but of larger accessions to the 
church than we have ever before rejoiced 
in, our Conference met in the College, 
Cattack, on the 22nd of February last, 
and with the exception of one day, which 
was devoted to ~acred exercises, con­
tinued its sittiugs till the 27th, when 
it was closed with prayer by the chair­
man. The public se1'tlicea were unusually 
quickening and refreshing. The Con­
ference sermons were preached morning 
and afternoon in Oriya, and in the even­
ing in English, on Lord's-day, the 21 st. 
Mnkunda Das preached in the morning 
from I Cor. ii. 2, on the good old theme 
-a theme that when rightly handled is 
"always wondrous, always new." Mr. 
T. Bailey preached in the afternoon, on 
the importance of exercising a lively 
faith in God while engaged in His work, 
especially wbeo, as in our case, the work 
was one involving peculiar difficulties 
and discouragements : the text was 
Ma~t. xvii. 20. "If ye have faith as a 
g~am of mustard seed," &c. Mr. Taylor 
discoursed in the evening from James v. 
20. "Let him know that he which con­
verteth the sinner," &c., on the momen­
tous issues of our work, and urged on 
all to be diligent and faithful. The con­
gregations throughout the day were very 
large, and all evidently felt that the Lord 
'!88 with us of a troth. I need not par­
ticularize the discourses of my brethren ; 
tte themes, it will be seen, were well 
c ?Seo, and, I may add, were appro­
priately and impressively bandied. My 
readers will, I know, be more anxious 

to know bow the native minister ac­
quitted himself; and I have much satis­
faction in telling them that it was a dis­
course of rare excellence. Sound in 
doctrine, lucid in statement, and beauti­
ful in illustration, it was marked by 
eloquence of a high order, and I think I 
have never beard a native brother, on a 
similar occasion, with more satisfaction 
and delight. 

On the following Thursday evening 
the Native Missionary Meeting was held. 
The chapel was again crowded, and the 
service-a purely native one- was deeply 
interesting. Babu Sudanond Jacheck 
presided, and performed the office of a 
chairman, as be does that of a deacon, 
" well." Prayer was offered by Thoma, 
after which Sebo Patra gave some very 
interesting details on the changes effected 
among the Hindoos by missionary la­
bours : be showed that the prejudices of 
the people were less inveterate, caste 
was less rigidly regarded ; the con lldence 
of many in the gods which their fathers 
worshipped was shaken or destoyed ; 
oar tracts and scriptures were read by 
numbers who were more or less affected 
by the momentous troths they revealed, 
and there was reason for hope that much 
brighter scenes were at hand. One or 
two telling illustrations of the points 
adverted to were given. The only fault 
of Sebo's speech was its too great length. 
He did not allow bis brethren who had 
to follow sufficient time. Damudar was 
the next speaker, and in his own gentle 
affectionate manner he pointed out our 
short-comings, and bow we might remedy 
them. He especially warned the young 
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of their increasing danger from intem­
perance. May this seasonable and much­
needed warning have the desired effect. 
Kombhoo spoke next on the work of the 
Holy Spirit being necessary to render 
our labours efficacious. It was an excel­
lent address, well thought out and power­
fully delivered. The la~t speaker was 
Jogoo, and his topic was prayer. The 
time was gone, and he was evidently, 
like a speaker of olden time, "full of 
matter:" he, however, wisely condensed 
his remarks, and we felt at the close that 
it would have been a real lo~ if we had 
left without hearing of the wonders 
wrought by God in answer to prayer. 
While the subject was brought to bear 
on all christians, mothers were specially 
encouraged to continue in prayer fo1• the 
conversion of ungodly sons by the ex­
ample of the mother of Augustine, and 
preachers of the gospel were animated 
by examples like those of Luther and 
Bunyan. Bot while he was speaking 
there was a little confusion which neithe1· 
chairman nor speaker could quell, and 
which led to a pause of a few minutes. 
A woman was observed to get up and 
hastily leave the chapel; then two or 
three others did the same; then twenty 
or thirty more; all began to wonder 
what was the matter, and the meeting 
seemed likely to break up in great con­
fusion. It was at length stated that 
there was an alarm of fire at a village 
some distance, and as it was und.erstood 
that we were not in danger, and would 
probably be of no use if we went, the 
service was allowed to proceed, though 
only for a short time longer ; and as 
soon as it had peacefully broken up we 
learnt that the fire was in our christian 
village half a mile distant, and that the 
woman who had hastily left the chapel 
had heard that he1· house was in flames. 
So, alas! it proved; and we went from 
the missionary meeting to the village 
only to see that the house was nearly 
burnt down, and that happily there was 
no danger of the fire spreading. Right 
glad we were to find that, as soon as the 
report of fire was heard the Colonel in 
command of the regiment garrisoning 
Cuttack hastened to the spot with a 
hundred and fifty sepoys, and that all 
were as busy as could be in staying the 
progress of the flames. It was a great 
mercy that the fire did not spread, for if 
the wind had been unfavourable scores 

of houses, and the Female Orphanage 
buildings, recently erected, might have 
been consumed, and hund1·eds left with­
out a place where to lay their heads 
Sympathizing as, I trust, we sincerely 
did with the christian family suffering 
from this unexpected calamity, we felt 
that we had to sing of mercy as well as 
of jodgment, and to acknowledge that 
"mercy rejoiceth against jndgment." 

On Friday morning Makunda Das and 
Shem Sahu were solemnly set apart to 
the work of the ministry. The chapel 
was again full, and the service was one 
of the ll!OSt hallowed and impressive we 
have ever held in Orissa. Thoma read 
and prayed, Ghanushyam delivered a 
very able introductory discourse from 
Acts xiii. 2 : " Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them." The usual questions were 
appropriately asked by Mr. Taylor, and 
the answers, especially Shem's, were 
listened to with the deepest interest. 
This part of the service will, I am per­
suaded, never be forgotten by many. 
The ordination prayer was offered by 
Mr. Miller, and was solemn and com­
prehensive. In the evening J ugoo 
offered prayer, and the writer of this 
letter delivered the charge from Pro­
verbs xi. 30 : " He that wioneth souls 
is wise." I need hardly add that both the 
services were entirely conducted in the 
vernacular. On the following Lord's• 
day we commemorated together the dying 
love of our Lord; and thus ended a 
a series of services which will be long 
remembered as times of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. 

And now I most give you a little in• 
formation about the business that occn• 
pied our attention for several days. Tho 
brethren were pleased to make choice of 
me to be their President, and appoiuted 
Mr. T. Bailey to be Minute Secretary. 
As we met day by day we were affect­
ingly reminded of the death of our be• 
loved brother, J. 0. Goadhg, who united 
with us at our last Conference, and ap· 
peared, so far as man could jndge, much 
more likely to labour a few years longer 
than those of us who committed him 
to his last earthly resting place on th~t 
sad and sorrowful 28th of July ; but his 
flesh rests in hope, and he will-to refer 
to the language of his favourite ver~e­
be satisfied when he awakes in the hke• 
ncss of his Lord. How mysterious are 
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the ways of God I The attached hus­
band is torn from the embraces of bis 
beloved wife : the fond father is taken 
from hie children, not when they have 
attained mature age and are able to fight 
the battles of life alone, bat when in 
helpless infancy, or too young to realize 
the irreparable loss : the Miseion is de­
prived of an earnest, faithful labourer, 
just when Orissa most needed him, and 
when his ministry was most blessed­
but the Lord has done it, and He doeth 
all things well. This silences every com­
plaint. "Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in Thy sight." The minute 
adopted on this melancholy subject was 
passed by the brethren standing, and all 
were deeply affected. It expressed the 
profound regret we felt on account of his 
death, recorded onr deep sympathy in 
the overwhelming sorrow of our widowed 
si,ter, and the irreparable loss sustained 
by his fatherless children ; referred to his 
devoted and faithful labours for more 
than ten years in different parts of 
Orissa; while, as all his friends know, 
bis warmest wishes and fondest hopes 
were for the evangelization of the Khonds. 
It may interest the friends or onr de­
parted brother if I quote a sentence or 
two from a recently published report 
entitled, "Pilgrimage to J nggernath in 
1868," by Dr. D. B. Smith, Sanitary 
Commissioner for Bengal :-

" Since I left Orissa one of the mis­
sionaries whom I met there has passed 
from this world, The Rev. Mr. Goadby, 
of Piplee, died shortly after I left the 
province. His mission lay for years 
among the barbarous mountaineers of 
the hilly regions of Orissa, chiefly among 
the Khonds. With Ru.sell Condah ns 
his base of operations, he delighted to 
penetrate into the solitary places of 
Khondistan, and there, amidst the dirt, 
drunkenness, and destitution of the peo­
ple, to do what lay in his power for their 
iyelfare, and for the softening and en: 
lightening of their savage natures. He 
was a perfect enthusiast in his fondness 
for this aboriginal people, and all his 
energy was for years consecrated to the 
cause of their amelioration. A good 
m~n, he was but one of many connected 
W( 1th the Orissa Baptist Mission, who 
to me as a mere journeyer through 

the province) seem to have done in­
calculable good for the people of the 
country," 

When the Lord calls any of His ser­
vants to reat from earthly toil, I often 
think of the connection of the words in 
Joshua i. 2, "Moses my servant is dead: 
now therefore arise." And so oar brother 
has fallen, nobly fallen in the best of 
causes-a cause that dignifies all its vo­
taries in this world, and which, when 
earth and time have passed away, will 
ennoble them with the peerless splen­
dours of the glory that excelleth. Oar 
work is to go forward; not to "bate one 
jot of heart or hope ;" bat, slrong in 
faith and firm in purpose, to labour on, 
resolved, by the help of God, to be 
faithful unto death. 

The state and prospects of the Mission 
received from the brethren that serious 
attention which its importance merited. 
On this point I need not enlarge. All 
oar friends know that with heavier bur­
dens and weightier responsibilities, there 
are fewer to sustain them; and they 
know, too, that some of ns have long 
borne the burden and heat of the day. 
I hope, too, they believe that, " though 
cast down we are not destroyed," and 
that while we feel that present circum­
stances are pecnliarly trying, onr confi­
dence in God is as strong as ever. We 
all rejoice to believe that the Committee, 
and many of our friends, are alive to the 
importance of the crisis, and are as 
anxious to send ont more missionaries 
as we are to welcome them. But I look 
higher than committees and churches : 
the only real help we can have must 
come from God, and to Him we must 
cry. Orissa wants heaven-sent men an<l 
women; and for such we must pray­
men who, like Epaphroditus, "for the 
work of Christ regard not their own 
lives;" and women who, like the gentle 
noble Priscilla are reacly to "lay down 
their own necks," to jeopard their lives 
in the service of the church. The man 
that was" fearful and faint-hearted" was 
not allowed to go to the wars of Canaan : 
he was " to return to his own house lest 
his brethren's hearts faint as well as bis 
heart;" and you may be snre that the 
hoary system of idolatry that prevails in 
Orissa, and which entwines itself with 
all the hopes and fears, the feelings and 
actions, of her fonr or five millions of 
people, cannot be snccessfnlly assailed 
by "the fearful and faint-hearted." May 
God send us just the men, and just tho 
women, that are needed successfully to 
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carry on the work, and may he send 
them soon. 

Our Bible and Tract work nsefully 
occupied much of our time. We had to 
acknowledge generous help received from 
the Bible Translation Society, Calcutta 
Auxiliary Bible Society, Religious Tract 
Society, and American Tract Society, to 
all of which we have been much indebted 
for many years. A satisfactory report 
was given of the labours of the Scrip­
ture readers in the Cuttack and Pooree 
districts, and an agent was appointed for 
the Berhampore district. We expressed 
onr undiminished conviction of the im­
portance of this mode of making known 
the Word of God, and made satisfactory 
arrangements for a supply of Gospels to 
be distributed by this agency. The 
number of tracts directed to be printed 
was about 35,000. A copy of a new 
tract, " The Miracles of Christ," recently 
printed, was laid on the table. It is iu 
verse, and was prepared from the late 
Sebo Sabn's manuscript, under the super­
vision of Mr. Taylor. The same Lrotber 
presented two other tracts, "The Para­
bles of Christ," and "Tile Select Dis­
conrses of Christ," prepared in the same 
way, which were referred to a com­
mittee. It was also decided to have 
Part V. of" Select Cllristian Hymns," as 
the four parts we already have are very 
popular and nseful. "The Peep of Day," 
third edition, had been printed from other 
fands, and another edition of" Line upon 
Line," Part I. was decided upon. 

Our meeting with the native ministers 
was one of the best we have ever had, 
and we bad the pleasure of sending forth 
into the work Makunda Sahu, who for 
two years has studied wltb great ad­
vantage in the College, and who is likely 
to prove a very useful native preacher. 
Bhobanee Sahu was received ou prob'.l• 
lion, and is to spend the ensuing year in 
the College. He bas been employed for 
more than a year as Scripture Reader, 
and his knowledge of the Word of God 
i~ very extensive. He is also gifted as 
a speaker, and will, we trust, bl3 useful 
as an evangelist. 

At no former Conference ba\'e we had 
to consider and decide on the appropria­
tion of such large sums of money, sent 
for the general purposes of the Mission. 
The Lord has in this respect wonderfully 
helped and encouraged us, and all fill 

be faithfully appropriated to the advance­
ment of His kingdom. 

There are several other things that I 
should like to write about, bat I have 
not now ti~e. One thing, however, I 
must ment1on, ow· proposed new chapel 
at Cuttack. The importance of this 
object has been for a long time strongly 
felt; and it will no doubt gratify oar 
friends to know that an application has 
been made to the military authorities for 
another site, which is deemed specially 
eligible. No reply has yet been re­
ceived to this communication, bnt we 
have goocl reason to believe that the 
response will be favourable. Our esti­
mable friend, F. Bond, Esq., executive 
engineer P. W.D., has prepared plans 
and estimates, from which it appears 
that such a place of worship as is re­
quired cannot be erected for less than 
10,000 rupees (£1000), and will pro­
bably exceed it. We shall want help 
from borne in this important undertaking, 
and shall be prepared at the right time, 
if the Lord permit, to show by argu­
ments that cannot be gainsayed and 
pleadings that cannot be resisted, that 
such help must be rendered; bnt, before 
asking for it, we mean to give all we can 
ourselves and collect all we can in this 
country. When this bas been done, I 
am confident that the remainder will be 
cheerfully given by oar home friends, 
many of whom will feel that it is a privi• 
lege to give to such aa object-a privi• 
lege, too, that can only be enjoyed once 
in a lifetime, for during the 47 years 
that have passed since the Mssion com• 
menced its work at Cuttack not a shilling, 
so far as I am aware, has been asked for 
or received from our churches for chapel 
accommodation here ; and after the ap· 
peal soon to be made, it is not likely that 
another will be made on behalf of Cut· 
tack to any of the present generation. 

J, BUCKLEY-, 

PALESTINE. 

TnE following interesting communica• 
tious are taken from the Missionary 
News:-

The Honorary Secretary of the Ope~­
air Mid:!ion, Mr. John Macgregor, is 
now taking a tour in the Holy Land. 
He travels alone, and carries his Rob 
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Roy canoe with bim,-and bas thns had 
access to parts hitherto nnvisited, and, 
be believes, bas made important dis­
coveries, tending directly to verify the 
word of God in its minutest particulars. 
On January 24, 1869, he wrote thns 
to Mr. Gawio Kirkham from 

THE SEA OF GALILEE, 

"Just think, for instance, of my first 
day on this lovely lake of Genoesareth. 
I sat in my Rob Roy in the centre of 
the northern part of the lake. The bills 
on shore were about three miles off on 
either band. The air was balmy, like 
the finest Jone day in England. The 
son shone, but veiled by a delicate 
curtain of fleecy clouds. The water was 
blue, and without ripple. The sounds 
of sheep bleating and streamlets gurgling 
were the only music; and there I read 
in my Testament the 6th of John, follow­
ing every incident by actually looking 
at the places mentioned. Finally, I 
went to the spot where the Apostles 
started in their boat, and I rowed the 
'twenty-five or thirty furlongs,' which 
they bad toiled through in the direction 
of Capernaum. 

''-Theo again, yesterday, the scene 
bad entirely changed, A thunderstorm 
gathered far oft with.distant rumbliugs, 
low but deep ; the clouds mouuted on 
high, the ~!\iD poured down in torreuts, 
the wind rose to a gale, and my little 
canoe was tossed on the raging waves. 
To get ashore from this was not easy, 
and to save my boat I jumped into the 
water, and so got her to land on this 
rocky beach. 

"Sitting now in my tent, when I 
rJise my eyes they light upon Gerge,a 
and th6 pince where the demoniac was 
healed. I have already been across to 
tee if I could make out the place where 
the herd of swine ran into the sea. 

"Bat everything I have seen and 
probed to the bottom has always turned 
out at last to be in complete accordance 
with th6 Bible. Yes, dear sir, it is not 
~ '. cunningly devised fable' that we are 
hvmg by. Christ's religion is a reality 
-a dre:idful reality-dreadful to many, 
but sweet and charming to sorr,e. 

"I have had many opportunities or 
speaking or preaching iu the open air 
to schools, to gruups of men and women, 
and to individuals to whom I have given 
tracts. 

"It is indeed a glorioas thing to have 
seen this coantry. Here, where I am 
spending a week, the Lord of Glory 
passed three years as a man. I am just 
no1V encamped in a rained city. Under 
my feet are its black stones, but no one 
can tell its name. It is one of three or 
foar thought to be the rains or Caper• 
oaam; bat the best authorities are en­
tirely at variance as to the sites of 
Chorazio, Betbsaida, and Caperoaum; 
and yet all these mast have been within 
two or three miles of this spot. Now 
Tyre and Sidon are well known. Is not 
this a most carious confirmation of 
Christ's words of woe, that these three 
towns should not even be known as 
ruins, while for Tyre and Sidon it is 
more tolerable even now ? 

"I shall soon have finished this tour; 
but I can never, never forget its sacred 
delights. Nor is it other than pleasing 
to God that we should be thankful for 
having such sights as I have witnessed. 
When the two disciples of John followed 
Jesus, He turned and asked, ' What 
seek ye?' They said, 'Master, where 
dwellest thou?' lie said, 'Come and 
see.' Gracious words these I I, too, 
wished to know where He dwells, and 
Ho says to me, ' Come and see.' Yes, 
and where He dwells now I shall also 
see; nor can I suppose that even in 
heaven the redeemed followers of Jesus 
will cease to remember, or to speak of 
with interest, the very hills and rivers and 
plains and cities which, during this very 
delightful journey, I have had the great 
privilege to visit.'' 

NAZARETH, 

The next letter is from one wl:o 
has been labouring at Nazareth during 
the last seven years, and who has suc­
ceeded in establishing an Orphanage for 
the reception of many of those little ones 
who now dwell on the spot where our 
Saviour passed the first years of His lifo 
on earth:-

" Orphanage, Nazareth, 
January 21, 1869. 

"Dearest L-, I hastcu to gho you 
some account of our Uliristmas-Eve so 
anxiously expected by all our little 
ones. During tho day l hacl l.Jusied 
myself in arranging a large crown com­
posed of fir, iutcrspersetl with flowers of 
Nazareth, gathered from the plains of 
Esdraelou and Sharon, while at certain 
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distances I had placed small wax. tapers 
which some kind friends had sent me 
from Europe. This I placed above my 
seat at the top of the room, and then 
decorated the room as far as possible in 
English fashion. 

" A little after sanset oar hoase was 
lit~ra.lly besieged by yoang and_ old, im­
patient for the sight, and bright eyes 
grew brighter, and yoang hearts beat 
higher, as the decisive moment ap• 
proached. Many of the grandees, too, 
of our town made their appearance, 
which, for the moment, somewhat discon­
certed me, as I had made no preparations 
for them. However, a few moments 
sufficed to let them see that, if not ac­
taally expected, they were warmly wel­
comed. 

" Our proceedings commenced by the 
the singing of an anthem, followed by 
prayer, and by reading an account of 
the birth of our Saviour in Bethlehem, 
so near and so well known to most of 
our audience. Each girl then repeated 
a portion of Scripture, some from Isaiah, 
others from Luke, while some had chosen 

the Gospel of St. John, the first and 
seventeenth chapters. Thoe the first 
part of our evening was spent. 

"Now came the distribution of presents, 
which, thanks to the kindness of friends 
at borne, proved as attractive as in years 
gone by. 

" Our Orphanage had a particular 
table, round which I arranged plates of 
figs and raisins, with a new frock for 
each, or some other article of dress, and 
a prettily dressed doll, which, as yon can 
well fancy, afforded no small wonder 
and delight, as the style of dress was so 
totally different from anything they had 
ever seen before. Some tennis-balls 
were then given to the boys. The 
pleasure which beamed on their faces 
passes my power of description. Every 
visitor received some little token of re­
membrance before our tapers went out, 
and the parting Christmas hymn of 
peaci and goodwill to all men had been 
sung. A short prayer preceded the dis­
persion of the pleasant little gathering. 

" E. M. Hobbs." 

4'fo-rei_gn Jefttrs !{eceioeh. 
BERJU.MPORE.-G. Taylor, March 17. 
CUTTACK.-T. Bniley, March 3, 19. I CUTTACK.-J. Btiekley, M!!rch 4, 10, 11. 

,, W. Miller, March 11. 

t.ontributions 
RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT OF THE GENERAL BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

FROM MARCH 20th, TO APRIL 20th, 1869. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. SACRAMENTAL COLLECTIONS 
Mrs. Russell, by Lieut. Leicestei-- FOR WIDOWS AND ORPIIANS' 

Gen. Campbell ... ... 5 0 0 .Archdeacon Lane ... 1 1 0 FUND. 
Billesdon ... 15 14 9 Victoria Church ... 1 1 0 £ s. d. 

Birmingham- London-Rev.F. Tres- rrarton ... 1 6 0 
Beeston ... 0 10 0 Lombard Street ... 44 17 5 trail ... ... ... ... 0 10 0 

Burnley- Longford ... 17 0 0 Crops tone 0 7 0 

Enon Chapel 5 0 0 Louth-Eastgate ... 39 5 9 Halifax ... 1 17 2 

Coningsby 9 15 9 March •.. 22 13 6 Loicoster-
Downham 2 2 0 Nottinglmm- .Archdeacon Lane ... 1 12 G 

Fleckney 1 0 0 Prospect Place ... 8 15 5 F1•iarI.anc 1 10 0 

Pleet ... 14 0 0 Stantonbury ... ... 0 19 6 Ramsgnto 0 2 6 

Gambleside 1 0 0 Stoke-on-Trent ... ... 23 3 O· Rocester ... ... ... 0 12 0 ... 
Halifax-Juvenile Soc. 8 7 6 Thurlaston ... ... 0 11 Ot Sutton-in-Ashfield 0 6 0 

Leake & Wymeswold ... 27 B 1 Walsall ... ... 87 16 4 Sutton St, James ... 0 7 0 ... ... 

Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the General Ilapti•t Missionary Society will be thnnkfullY 
receive<! by T. HILL, Esq., Baker Street, Nottingham, Treasurer; and by the Rev. J.C. Pr_KE 
anu the Rev. H. WILKINSON, Secretaries, Leicester, from whom also Missio1mry Boxes, Collcctmg 
Books, and Carda may be obtained. 
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THE BAPTIST ANNIVERSARIES. 

THE Annual Session of the BAPTIST 
UNION commenced on Monday morn­
ing at John Street Chapel, Bedford 
Row. The body of the chapel was 
reserved for ministers and delegates, 
and the galleries were open to Ill.em­
bers of churches generally. The 
proceedings were inaugurated by a 
devotional meeting, attended by 
some of the leading ministers of 
town and conntry. 

The Rev. J. H. MILLARD, B.A., 
presented the Annual Report, which 
stated that the outward and Ill.ore 
material signs of prosperity had 
never been more numerous or strik­
ing than during the year just closed. 
Forty-six new places of worship had 
been erected, and twenty-nine others 
enlarged or improved, at an aggre­
gate cost of £92,950, and supplying 
seat-room for more than 18,000 per­
sons. In addition to this forty-nine 
churches had been originated, so 
that the whole number of churches 
belonging to the denomination in 
~he United Kingdom is 2,447. The 
1~crease had been limited to no par­
ticular district, and seemed to testify 
tl_1at . there is a hopeful measure of 
VItahty in the Baptist denomination 
tlll'oughout the land. But there 
Were some districts in which this 
7as less conspicuous than the rest. 
n the co1mties of Cumberland and 
Vot. LlL"X.l.-NEw SERIES, No. 30. 

Westmoreland, for example, with 
270,000 inhabitants, there had been 
no new church formed for at least 
ten years past, and the seven small 
churches which exist there had but 
little power to spare for spreading 
the Gospel around them. Cornwall, 
with a population of 370,000 souls, 
has had the same number of Baptist 
churches for a generation and longer. 
Many of the associations had been 
engaged in reviewing the field of 
their operations, and in examining 
their resources, and some, especially 
Yorkshire, has made decided pro­
gress in the work of evangelisation 
and the planting of new churches. 
'l'he London Association had, directly 
or indirectly, orginated ten new 
churches, and erected four new 
chapels during the year ; but other 
associations had been proportionably 
zealous ; so that the sum mised 
altogether, and in addition to the 
income of the Home Missionary 
Society, for rural and town mis­
sionary work, was not less than 
£4,000. The clear increase in 
membership reported was 9,982-a 
larger accession than any since 1860, 
and bringing up the total number of 
members in communion to 2:11,:\06; 
add to these the 267 ,3!JG scholars in 
connection with the Sabbath schools, 
and the Baptist clcnomination in the 
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United Kingdom may be estimated 
at more than a million of souls. The 
report, in conclusion, referred to the 
speed with which the cause ofreligious 
freedom was being advanced. It was 
one of the earlier duties of the com­
mittee to forward to Mr. Gladstone 
the resolution passed at the last an­
nual session encouraging him to per­
severe in the course he had adopted 
in reference to the Irish Church. 
And already they beheld him placed 
in a position to carry out that policy 
of justice which he had proposed­
a policy in which, restricted as was 
its immediate scope, they could not 
but see the coming triumph of that 
complete ecclesiastical liberty, of 
which the Baptist denomination had 
been, through weal and· woe, the 
consistent and steadfast advocate. 

The Rev. J.P. CHOWN, Bradford, 
in moving the adoption of the re­
port, said it struck a clear key-note 
of gratitude, which he hoped would 
sound throughout all their meetings. 
While, however, there was cause for 
gratitude, there was also cause for 
humiliation. When they remem­
bered the power of the Gospel, and 
the power of Him in whose promise 
they trusted, they must feel that the 
returns were not such as they might 
hope to have realised. It had oc­
curred to him that if they could 
keep the spirit of the Union in their 
hearts throughout the year there 
would be more power in their 
churches. They wanted more prac­
tical fellowship with one another, 
and in the churches. What the 
dying Judge Talfourd had said 
about the need of sympathy be­
tween all classes of society was 
needed in their churches. They 
might have all the proprieties, and 
yet without this sympathy one with 
another they would lack a great 
source of power. And he thought 
great good might be done if brethren 
would say to these smaller churches, 
"We are ready to come and visit 
you, to do what we can ; but let us 

have no collections ; let our visits 
be purely of an evangelistic charac­
ter." In several towns in Lanca­
shire and Yorkshire this had been 
done, and with most encouraging 
results. If there were more of this 
spirit amongst them he was per­
suaded much ought to be done. 
There need be no interference with 
the independence of churches ; but 
the isolation of churches needed to 
be interfered with. 

The CHAIRMAN, who was received 
with cheers, next proceeded to de­
liver the annual address. He said 
the time seemed really to have come 
when God was shaking both earth 
and heaven. It had seemed to come 
on many occasions in the past. 
Gatherings of their Baptist fore­
fathers could be recalled in the 
midst of which such men as Bun­
yan, Hansard Knollys, Keach, Sten­
nett, and Gill, Booth, Ryland, Ful­
ler, and Robert Hall, and Winter­
botham, would have said impressive 
things . about the prevalent commo­
tions of their day, both in Chmch 
and State. If it was one mistake 
to say their fathers' times were bet­
ter than these, it certainly was 
another to say those times were in­
comparably quieter than these ; so 
much quieter indeed that their fathers 
were never troubled either by per­
plexities of their own, or by the per­
plexities of those who were round 
about. The things which he had to 
say would range themselves conve­
niently under the heads-Cu1Tent 
characteristics, impending changes, 
and ulterior results. Under the 
first he glanced at the facilities 
which are provided for nearer and 
remoter locomotion, and next at the 
inducements which are proffered for 
acquiring affluence and rank. In 
speaking of "impending changes," 
the second division of his address, 
Mr. Brock asked, of what natnre 
will they be ? Changes might _be 
looked for in the forms in wlnch 
worship has been conducted. Already 
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complaints were heard against devo- be anticipated ; this was a thing 
tional services, and that neither the which could not be shaken. Unto 
psalmody, nor the prayers, nor the the end difficulties would remain­
Scripture readings, were what they the moral difficulties in the way of 
ought to be ; but what might not any sinner's finding acceptance with 
be expected when fashion got into God. Within sight of this world­
the ascendant, and public sentiment wide solicitude, all interminable 
became more unsettled, and ration- unto the doom of day, would stand 
alism and secularism had attained for acceptance, also interminable 
to more predominant and wide- unto the day of doom, the ministry 
reaching power ! No extempora- of reconciliation, that God was in 
neous prayer then, unless according Christ reconciling the world unto 
to some highly elaborated model of Himself; that God had laid upon 
refinement and pure taste I No Christ the iniquity of us all; that 
liturgy then, unless Philosophy and God is just, and the justifier by 
Science consented to its adoption! virtue of the offering of His body 
No psalms or hymns or spiritual once for all, as the one sacrifice 
songs then, unless the artistic has for sins. It was the everlasting 
high consideration! No sacraments God who conceived the atonement, 
then, unless, in the grandeur of through faith in the blood of Christ, 
some set occasion, the grandeur and inasmuch as He has foreseen 
shall be gorgeous, and in the sim- every change that will ever happen, 
plicity of some other set occasion, and every consequence which such 
the simplicity shall be severe ! change involves, they might have 
Changes might also be looked for the full assurance of faith that the 
in the phases under which the Gos- Atonement would triumphantly out­
pel has been preached. For some live all changes, that the Cross would 
time past a practice had obtained of emerge illustriously both from the 
using Evangelic phraseology whilst storm-cloud of political convulsion, 
withholding Evangelic truth. In- and the eclipse of philosophic h:ctze. 
stances, perhaps, might be quoted Finally, he anticipated the perpe­
in which Evangelic phraseology had tuity of the Church of God. He said 
been used for the more effectual nothing, because he knew nothing, 
suppression of Evangelic truth. In of the external form which the 
conclusion, Mr. Brock addressed Church of the future would assume. 
himself to a consideration of ulti- Of its uniformities or diversities he 
mate results. What would remain had no idea. The internal economy 
amidst this shaking both of heaven of its constituent parts he was un­
and earth ? He anticipated the per- able to forecast, and equally unable 
petuity of the oracles bf God; these was he to forecast the methods of 
could not be shaken. To all the association and co-operation which 
influences of the impending changes would prevail between the whole. 
th? Bible would be exposed. It Strong persuasion may be warranted 
might have to submit to far fiercer that no small amount of the unon­
tri_als than ever, and, for the time dowcd ecclesiasticism of those times 
bemg, by the trial it might seem to will be unceremoniously discanlccl, 
be destroyed. But let no adversary and that a far larger amount of the 
think that the earth would ever be endowed ccclcsiaRticism will be rc-
8'YCpt. clean out of the Bible, of its scntfully disowned. 
hi~tones, prophecies, psalms, gospels, On the motion of the Rev. W. 
e~istles, and apocalypse. Let no Ilobinson, of Cambridge, seconded 
friend think so. The revelation of by the Rev. Dr. Stcane, a very cor­
God standeth sure. The perpetuity dial vote of thanks was accor<lc<l to 
of the Salvation of God might also :Mr. Brock for his address. 
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The remainder of the session was 
occupied in the discussion of a 
Sustentation Fm1d. The Rev. C. 
Williams, of Southampton, moved a 
resolution, which was seconded by 
Dr. Landels. After many brethren 
had spoken, the following amend­
ment, proposed by the Rev. C. H. 
Spm-geon, and seconded by Dr. 
Gotch, was carried. 

"That the Union, fearing that from its 
peculiar org,misation it shall not be able 
to arrive unanimously at any practical 
plan, will rejoice to see the matter under­
taken by an independent board." 

The Second Session of the Union 
was held on Thursday, at Walworth 
Road Chapel. .After devotional ex­
ercises, a paper on -" Church Mem­
bership" was read by &he Rev. C. 
Bailhache. It was discussed by the 
Revds. J. Bigwood, C. H. Spurgeon, 
Dr. Stock, C. Stovel, C. Williams, 
and Dr. Angus. Petitions were re­
solved to be sent to Parliament for 
the admission of Dissenters to the 
National Universities, for the pass­
ing of the Bill for legalizing Mar­
riage with a Deceased Wife's Sister ; 
:i.nd in support of the right of Dis­
senters to bury in Churchyards. The 
proposal to petition against the open­
ing of museums and picture galleries 
on Sundays was not adopted, but a 
simple resolution was carried, de­
claring that the Union would greatly 
deprecate the opening of National 
Galleries and Museums on the 
Lord's-day. 

BRITISH AND IRISH BAPTIST MIS­
SIONARY SOCIETY. 

This Society held its annual meet­
ing at Bloomsbury Chapel on Tues­
day evening, April 27, Alfred Illing­
worth, Esq., M.P., in the chair. The 
meeting having been opened with 
singing and prayer, the Rev. C. 
KIRTLAND (secretary of the Society) 
read the annual report, from which 
it appeared that during the past 
year the labours of the missionaries 
connected with the Society in Eng-

land and Wales have been encourag­
ingly successful. In Ireland twenty­
one missionaries, including two 
Scripture-readers, are working with 
exemplary diligence in the midst of 
formidable difficulties. A deputa­
tion, consisting of Dr. Price, of 
Aberdare, and Mr. Henry, of Belfast, 
has proceeded to America to present 
the clainIB of the Irish Mission to 
the chm-ches in the United States. 
The committee consider that at no 
former period in the history of Ire­
land has there been such an oppor­
tunity for increased Christian effort 
in the country as at the present 
moment. They . contemplate that 
one effect of the legislative action 
which is being taken with regard to 
the Established Church in Ireland 
will be to create a necessity for 
increased voluntary effort in that 
country. They therefore urge upon 
the friends of voluntaryism to give 
a new pledge of their faith in that 
principle by promptly meeting the 
present emergency. The financial 
statement showed the receipts of the 
past year to have been £3902 18s. 6d., 
and . the expenditure £3613 6s., 
leaving a balance in the treasurer's 
·hands of £289 12s. 6d. As com­
pared with the previous year the 
receipts showed a total increase of 
upwards of £200. 

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

The seventy-seventh anniversa~·y 
meeting of this Society was held m 
the great room of Exeter Hall, on 
Thursday evening, April 29. Joseph 
Tritton, Esq., the Treasurer of the 
Society, occupied the chair. There 
was a large attendance of ministers 
on the platform, and the general 
audience filled the entire body of 
the hall. 

The report occupies nineteen 
closely printed pages in octavo, and 
reviews at length the affairs of tlic 
Society under various heads. Under 
the head of Finances it was stated 
that the debt had been greatly 



The Baptist Anniversaries. 169 

diminished by the liberality of the 
Society's friends, yet what remained 
was so large as to extinguish all 
hope of its being paid from current 
contributions, and the consideration 
of several offers of mission service 
bad to be postponed in consequence. 
The debt had been diminished by 
nearly £1000. The contributions 
for general purposes amounted to 
£24,198 12s. 2d.; for special ob­
jects, to £6367 7s. l0d.; mahng a 
total of £30,556. The entire ex­
penditure for the year had been 
£29,594 19s. 10d. The speakers 
were Rev. S. Martin, Mr. Robinson, 
of Bristol, Rev. G. Browne, of Step­
ney, and Dr. Landels. The writer 
of " Ecclesiastical Notes" in the 
Nonconformist ·says :-

" Little that is peculiarly remark­
able has taken place at the May 
meetings during the past week, ex­
cept the novel declaration of the 
Baptist Missionary Society with 
respect to its Eastern missionaries. 
The -subject was brought up by Dr. 
Landels, who stated that he held in 
his hand the paper, prepared by the 
secretaries, to which it related. Dr. 
Landels proceeded to state the cost 
of married missionaries, and say that 
if the Society was to overtake its 
work in heathen lands, it must look 
for a class of missionaries unencmn­
bercd by family ties. Various par­
ticulars followed, and the doctor said 
that he should agitate and agitate 
until a more rational system should 
become the rule. The question has 
been calmly considered by the com­
~1ittee of the Society, and no doubt 
it has been looked at from all points. 
It is both a delicate and a grave 
oue, and the proposal does not, at 
~rst sight, commend itself to one's 
Judgment. Arglllllents against it 
~tart up faster than arguments in 
its favour, but they have all, no 
doubt, been well considered if not 
:"ell 1ul:t. Some, however, may ask 
if what is good for the heathen 
of India might not be equally good 
for the heathen of England ; and 

then, as some speakers say, " where 
are we ?" Of course, however, it is 
quite competent for any society to 
give at least a preference to unmar­
ried missionaries, and to be pre­
pared to take all the consequences 
of that step. We have neither the 
right nor the disposition to dogma­
tise upon it. We only suggest, not 
agitation, but renewed and renewed 
consideration and fair experiment 
before final adoption." 

We have room for only a small 
portion of this-as Mr. Spm·geon 
called it-" wonderful speech." Dr. 
Landels said :-

" I have felt this the more pro­
found and strong has become my 
conviction that if you are to over­
take your work in heathen lands, 
you must look for a class of mis­
sionaries who are prepared to go out 
unenclllllbered by family ties. The 
expense of supporting married mis­
sion31•ies points to the same conclu­
sion. I am going to touch on facts. 
I hope certainly, as they are facts, 
they can bear to be mentioned. 
Each missionary in India costs om 
Society-each married missionary­
on the average, £385 per annum 
for the support of himself and his 
family. In China missionaries are 
said to cost still more. That is not 
all : the present rate of payment in 
India is altogether insufficient for 
the missionary's legitimate wants, 
and will require to be augmented 
about 25 per cent., making the 
average cost to the Mission for each 
missionary and his family expenses 
something like £480 per annum. 
Then there is the expense of placing 
missionaries and their wives in the 
field. A missionary and his wife 
costs the Society for outfit and pas­
sage to India £270, and all that is 
necessarily spent before you have 
any practical proof of his fitness for 
the work, or of his capability ol" 
enduring the climate. It has hap­
pened that the failure of his own 
or his wife's health in the course of 
a twclvemonth or two years may 
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compel their return to England, said that as a matter of fact the con­
with perhaps one or two little ones sideration had a very powerful influ­
to boot, and the Society must pro- ence on the student at college 
vide the cost of outfit and passage- that in case of being accepted as ~ 
money again. Within the last ten missionary they could marry imme­
years a missionary and his wife were diately on leaving college, whereas 
sent to the other side of the world ; if they settled at home they would 
they remained there for a year or have had to wait for years. Now 
two, when failing health compelled in all seriousness, I do not think 
their return, and they had to be a missionary society should hold out 
brought back, and of course at the such a temptation; and as the last 
Society's expense; and altogether, collllilittee in its recent acceptance 
without being long enough in the of missionaries, took a step in the 
field to be able to do any real mis- right direction, I can only hope the 
sionary work to any extent, the present committee may be disposed 
expense of bringing them back and encouraged by our friends out­
amounted to something like £150. side to make it the rule-room, of 
Now, sir, in the name of many of course, being made for all nece~sary 
our brethren whose scanty means exceptions-that a period of proba­
contribute to the resources of the tion sufficient to test :fitness for 
Society, in the name of many of our work and for climate shall precede 
ministers whose stinted salaries are the marriage of those whom we send 
a proverb and a scandal, in the name out. This will economise the funds 
of the great cause which we have at of the Society ; it will enable the 
heart, I venture to ask if a system missionary when he comes to his 
which, without any fault on the part field of labour to give undistracted 
of the missionary, necessitates such attention-undistracted, that is, by 
an extravagant expenditure is to the cares of a family, or by a lot of 
continue ; and I shall for one stand native servants-to the study of the 
here, and shall agitate, agitate, and language. It will greatly conduce 
agitate, until a more rational and to the comfort of the young wife if, 
economical system shall become the instead of going out and landing in 
rule of our Society. I am not una- a foreign country in a delicate state 
ware of the difficulties which beset of health and having a home to seek, 
the question, or of the differences of she shall go out afterwards to the 
opinion which it excites ; but a good home which her husband has pre­
many of us are deeply imbued with viously prepared for her. But the 
the conviction that a man who is proposal of the paper, as you notice, 
not willing for the sake of the cause goes farther than this. Without 
of Christ to forego his marriage for abolishing married missionaries, it 
a few years, is not the :fittest man to suggests the desirableness of the 
become a missionary to the heathen. rougher work, the. pioneer work_ of 
Why, our ministers at home have to missions, being done by unmamed 
delay their marriage for years, some men, who shall go out two and two. 
of them; professional men, owing Now this is the most radical pro­
to their circumstances, have to do posal of the paper, and it sadly 
the same thing; even business men, shocks, I know, a great many of 
with whom money often comes in so our friends, who will bear with me 
fast, and is so profusely spent, have when I say I believe in it most 
to do the same thing ; and I do not devoutly. Our friends seem to think 
quite understand why it should be a the world cannot be respectably con­
great hardship in the case of the verted unless it is done by the agency 
missionary. A member of our corn- of married missionaries." 
mittee the other day very forcibly 



171 

UNCONVERTED SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

A Paper read before the "Lincolnshire General Baptist Sunday School Union," 
at Boston, and published at its reg_uest. 

DEAR FRIENDS,-ln obedience to 
your request as expressed at our last 
annual gathering, I have written a 
few words on the following subject, 
viz., " Is it right to employ· un­
converted teachers in our Sunday 
schools?" 

The question assumes that such 
persons are so employed, or that 
their employment is contemplated. 
Now can anything be said in justi­
fication of this cUBtom, or proposed 
plan; or is it manifestly improper, 
inexpedient, and even unscriptural ? 
Before we proceed with this ques­
tion, it may be well to define the 
generally received meaning of the 
term unconverted, and also to 
describe the class which it is sup­
posed to cover, and that portion of 
it to which our question more espe­
cially refers. This word, when UBed 
in a religious sense, is descriptive of 
those who have not experienced the 
new birth-who are not regenerated 
by the Holy Ghost. More par­
ticularly, it points out. every man 
or woman who has not repented of 
sin, and who has not believed on 
the only begotten Son of God. It 
will not, however, be just to place 
all the.se persons under the same 
category, for there is a wide and 
manifest difference between them. 
For instance, there are those in­
cluded in the term unconverted who 
deny the existence of God, and con­
s~quently reject all religious obliga­
tions. Our question can in no case 
ref~r to them. Others, again, firmly 
~cheve in the Divine existence, yet 
hve in open rebellion against God's 
authority. Neither do these persons 
come within the reach of our sub­
ject. There is, however, another 
class who, crediting the being of a 
God, assiduously attempt in some 
sort to fulfil His will, and although 
they do not attain to the grand ideal 

of the Christian life, yet feebly feel 
after it. Their lives are free from 
the dark blots of drunkenness, 
swearing, Sabbath breaking, and 
every species of licentiousness. They 
are honest, truthful, amiable, gener­
ous. To a certain degree they are 
the subjects of spiritual enlighten­
ment and religious conviction. They 
approve of everything that is good 
and godly, and may be found asso­
ciated with religious movements 
calculated to benefit their race. 
They are constant attendants at the 
house of God, and are liberal sup­
porters of His cause. They make 
themselves useful in the service of 
the sanctuary. In them there may 
not be positive holiness, but there is 
the absence of much evil, and the 
presence of much that is good. 
Many of them have been blessed 
with a pious parentage, and have 
received an early religious educa­
tion. Now, we think, this is the 
class concerning whom our question 
has been raised, and concerning 
whom a doubt has been expressed 
as to whether it is right to accept 
them as teachers of the young in 
our Sunday schools. 

If the class we have been describ­
ing be the one contemplated in this 
question, we say, by all means admit 
them into the school, and when in, 
employ them as instructors of the 
young-unconverted though they be. 

And we advise this step (1st) 
because you cannot very well dispense 
with their assistance. 

Their removal from our midst 
would involve a serious weak_ening 
of our forces, for in some schools 
they number one-half and one-third 
of the recognized teachers. If yon 
dispense with the services of this 
one-half, or one-third, how will you 
supply their places ? Especially 
would a removal of this kind of aid 
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be felt in village school-S, where the 
church and congregation is small, 
and from which there is a constant 
drain of the most qualified of our 
church members to the great cen­
tres of population. Were we who 
labour in villages to be very scru­
pulous on this point, and only 
receive the truly converted as 
teachers, we should occasionally find 
ourselves ahnost alone in our work. 
But the question not unnaturally 
arises-Ought this necessity of em­
ploying unconverted teachers to 
exist at all ; and would it if our 
churches as a whole felt that interest 
in the Sabbath school which its 
growing importance demands ? We 
believe it would not ; and that this 
necessity has arisen in the first 
instance from the fact that the 
church has withheld very often her 
hearty co-operation from this work. 
We do not wish to imply that no 
countenance is given by our churches 
to the Sabbath school. We are free 
to admit that they are interested in 
it ; but while allowing this, we say 
that the talent they consecrate to it 
is in no· way proportionate to its 
demands on their sympathies and 
energies. Some of our schools lan­
guish, almost die-at any rate, are 
not efficient-because our highly 
qualified members will not work in 
this vineyard. 

This, then, is our position. We 
require teachers ; and if we cannot 
get sanctified talent, we have no 
choice left but to take such talent 
as we can get, and make the best 
use of it we can. And we believe 
it better to do this than allow our 
staff of teachers to be weakened, our 
classes to be neglected, our children 
to be scattered, and the general 
efficiency of the school to be still 
further imperilled. 

But (2nd) this office is of human 
oriyin, and therefore the originators 
felt themselves empowered to fill it 
according to their own discretion. 

It will be well to inquire what 
was their practice in this direction. 

So far as we can learn, it has been 
the invariable custom from the first 
to employ unconverted persons in 
this work, when a sufficiency of 
converted persons could not be ob­
tained, and even under some cir­
cumstances when they could. This 
practice has come down even to our 
own days, and is common in our 
own schools. So that to pronounce 
against it would be to set ourselves 
against the authority of Raikes him­
self, and many great and good men 
since. By no means would we 
'attach too much importance to hu­
man authority, but we have only 
human authority, example, and 
general expediency to guide us in 
this matter. Scriptur.e is silent : 
nowhere does it describe an office, 
or provide regulations for an office, 
that bears any direct relation to 
that held by the Sabbath school 
teacher. In this respect it differs 
from the ministerial or diaconal 
office. It is just possible that if 
the Word of God was implicitly fol­
lowed, Sabbath school teachers would 
be at a discount. Just because our 
heavenly Father has made a pro­
vision for the religious training of 
the child, which renders unneces­
sary the labours of the Sabbath 
school teacher. For according to 
inspired language, the burden of 
this work is entrusted to the parent, 
and in no wise delegated to the 
stranger. In Deut. xi. 18, 19, we 
read, " Therefore shall ye lay up 
these my words in your heart, and 
in your soul, and bind them for a 
sign upon your hand, that they may 
be as frontlets between your eyes. 
And ye shall teach them your chil­
dren, speaking of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest 
up." It is evident from these words 
that the J c·.vish parents were to 
instruct their children in the law of 
the Lord. The command was not 
given to them as a nation merely, 
and to be discharged according to 
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national will. But it was given to 
them as parents, and its fulfilment 
was based upon parental affection 
as well as loyalty to God Himself. 
This law has not been abrogated ; 
it is in force now. It was no more 
binding upon the Jewish father or 
mother than it is upon English 
parents. The neglect of the duty 
is disloyalty to God, and a wrong to 
our children. But this duty, like 
many others, is neglected. Many 
parents do not train their children 
in religion ; and the simple result 
is, that their training has been 
passed over to other hands, and the 
stranger performs duties that pri­
marily belongs to the parent. We 
contend, therefore, that so far as the 
origin of the office is concerned, 
there is nothing that makes it im­
proper or inexpedient to employ un­
converted persons as teachers in our 
Sunday schools. 

In the third place we justify the 
employment of unconverted teachers 
on the ground that the work of the 
Sabbath school teacher is not solely 
confined to the impartation of i·eligious 
lcnowledge, although it may be know­
ledge bearing upon religion, and 
made subservient to religious pur­
poses. It was customary not many 
years since to teach writing, arith­
metic, grammar, and spelling on the 
Sabbath in our schools ; and even 
in those schools now omiLting these 
branches of education, there is a 
large amount of time bestowed on 
matters which are elementary and 
intellectual. Some of our children 
cannot read ; we must therefore 
teach them how to read. Some who 
can, have acquired an incorrect 
method of prommciation, or such 
a sing-song manner and tone in 
reading, that sadly irritates our 
nerves, and offends our cultivated 
tastes ; and therefore con-ection 
must be administered. This is cer­
t~iuly no part of a religious educa­
tion, and belongs to the school­
master rather than to the Sunday 
school teacher. Yet we have it to do. 

Again, the lesson will most proba­
bly contain the names of cities, 
plants, priests, prophets, kings, 
customs, governments, which need 
explanation, and which information, 
though not likely to be soul-saving, 
it is proper to impart, as illustrative 
of the word, and as instructive and 
interesting to the child. 

The behaviour and general de­
portment of the members of our 
classes are matters of observation, 
reproof, and approval. Now upon 
all these points unconverted teachers 
may be quite at home, and much 
more so, perhaps, than even some 
converted teachers ; so that although 
they may not impart the highest 
kind of instruction, they approach 
near to it in elucidation of facts 
closely connected with God's word, 
and in enforcing discipline which is 
connected with the scholars' well­
being. And in doing this they 
have answered a good and useful 
purpose-a purpose in full harmony 
with the purest spirit, and the 
noblest conceptions and plans of 
Sabbath school labour. 

But, fourthly, the presence of un­
converted teachers in our schools, 
and their cheerful readiness to en­
gage in its aJ:duous labours, clearly 
indicates a lively interest in its pros­
perity, which interest ought rather 
to be fostered than discouraged. 
Indeed if such interest was not felt 
by these persons, it is hardly pos­
sible to account for their continu­
ance at their posts month after 
month, and year after year, amidst 
much discouragement and self-sacri­
fice. The Sabbath school may have 
attractions, but only to those who 
have a strong predilection for the 
work. Here, if anywhere, it is love 
that makes our feet in swift obe­
dience move. But what arc those 
attractions to which we have just 
referred ? W c know of none cxccpt­
i ng the love of children, and the 
excitement peculiar to a mixed 
multitude, the cheering strains of 
melody, and the delights of corn-
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panionship. Yet not one of these, nor 
all combined, independently of sym­
pathy with the nobler objects con­
templated in Sabbath school tuition, 
would gather and keep together, for 
any lengthened period, any number 
of teachers amidst so much that is 
really trying and often apparently 
useless. We argue, therefore, that 
those who, though unconverted, still 
remain in our midst, give proof of 
more than ordinary sympathy with 
the good cause. And this sympathy 
is no mean qualification for the toil. 
In the heat of the discussion do not 
let us forget who these unconverted 
teachers are that we find in our 
midst. Trace their history. Where 
was this preference awakened ? Was 
it not aroused in the schools to 
which they now belong ? Are they 
not the young men and women who 
a short time since sat in our classes, 
and from which were they not 
drafted to the posts of honour they 
now occupy ? Have not we senior 
teachers nursed them for Christ ? 
Yes: we have prayed for them, and 
with them. Our souls have travailed 
in birth for them. They are not 
mere stragglers from the outside 
world, picked up anywhere and 
pressed into the service almost 
against their will. Many of them 
are our own children, for whom we 
have done all we could to lead them 
to a living Redeemer ; and although 
they do not bear the ripened fruits 
of conversion, we will hope that 
their delight for the work will ren­
der them in some measure useful to 
the children committed to their 
charge, and in this way justify their 
right to the posts they occupy. 

Though unoonverted, they occupy a 
position which may oonduce to their 
conversion, and therefore we shoulcl 
retain theni in the hope of securin_g 
this important end. The Sabbath 
school ii! eminently a religious insti­
tution, attempting the promulgation 
of the highest truth, is held on the 
most sacred of days, and is asso­
ciated with divine influences. Its 

only recognized · text book is the 
Word of God, and all others are 
rejected which do not UJ;>hold its 
authority. Its literature IS but so 
many streams flowing from the 
fountain of truth. Christ is the all 
and in all, of its service of song'. 
Its worship is simple and grave, and 
is usually conducted decently and in 
order. Its connection with the 
church, the ministry, God's house, 
is close and precious ; and its con­
templated end is nothing short of 
the salvation of souls. Here, then, 
these persons are sure to meet with 
those influences and instrumentali­
ties which are adapted to lead them 
to Christ. Again, we know that 
very maI).y teachers pass. out of the 
Sabbath school into the church, and 
in every such case we do not doubt 
that 'the Sabbath school played an 
important part in bringmg about 
their conversion. Indeed some of 
us here present are prepared to add 
our testimony to the religious bene­
fits we derived from this institution. 
Without its agency we might not so 
early have given ourselves to Christ 
and His people-perhaps not at all. 

The position of these unconverted 
persons as teachers is also calculated 
to press upon them the necessity of 
personal religion, for there must be 
times when they feel their own 
spiritual deficiencies in the presence 
of their scholars ; moments when the 
Spirit of God seizes the subject 
matter of the lesson, and applies it 
with powerful energy to their con­
sciences, showing them the wi<lo 
chasm that exists between thcm­
sel ves· and the truths they have 
volunteered to teach. In fact, we 
cannot see how their connection 
with the Sabbath school can bo 
otherwise than highly helpful to 
their salvation. 

Consi<lcrin6, then, that we require 
their assistance in our work ; that 
the office is of human origin; that 
there is work to be done in the 
Sabbath school not solely religious; 
that their presence is indic1:1tivc of 
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interest in its welfare ; and con­
sidering that their position in the 
school is highly productive of 
spiritual good to themselves, we 
conclude that we are justified in 
encouraging unconverted persons to 
engage in the religious tuition of 
the young. But while we have said 
thus much in justification of their 
position amongst us, we accompany 
our pleading with an appeal to this 
class of Sunday school teachers. We 
do not wish you, dear friends, to 
remain as you are, aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel ; much less 
do we wish you to think that we 

are satisfied with you as you arc. 
Our hearts' desire and prayer to 
God is, that you may be saved ; and 
that in addition to all the admirable 
qualities you possess for this work, 
you may become endowed with the 
highest of all - personal piety. 
Permit us, then, as sharers of your 
toil, to urge upon you an immediate 
surrender of yourselves, body, soul, 
and spirit, to the Lord Jesus. 

Coningsby. W. S. 
[We nre obliged to snppress the latter 

part of our friend's useful pnper uy 
want of space.] 

SHEFFIELD-PAST AND PRESENT. 

Notes roughly gleaned for the use of those who purpose to attend the One 
Hundreth Meeting of the Association. 

"SllEFFIELD, with the exception of 
Leeds, the largest and most important 
town in Yorkshire, is beyond all ques­
tion the blackest, dirtiest, and least 
agreeable. It is, indeed, impossible to 
walk through the streets without suf­
fering from the dense clouds of smoke 
constantly pouring from great open 
furnaces in and around the town. 
Horace Walpole, writing to Montague 
in 1760, describes Sheffield with great 
truth as 'one of the foulest towns in 
England in the most charming situa­
tion.' 'One man there,' he continues 
amusingly enough in the presence of 
tho enormous manufactures of the same 
cl11sa now carried on in the town, 
'haa discovered the art of plating 
copper with silver. I bought a pair of 
cnndlosticks for two guineas that are 
quito pretty.' The discovery was 
made by llalsover in 1742. 

Sheffie)d•is the great mart and manu­
facturing place of cutlery in England. 
Iron abounds in the neighbourhood; 
and the rude knives or 'whittles' 
mudo here were famous all over Eng• 
lnud in Chaucer's time-

' A Shclfiold thwytol bare ho in his hoso'­
an<l these maintained their reputation 
till the days of Elizabeth, when the 
Ear] of Shrewsbury (1575) presented a 
caao of 'HallamBhire whittles' to 
Lor<l Burleigh. Arrows were also 
lllade here ; and at the Battle of Boe-

worth the Earl of Richmond's men 
were supplied with Sheffield arrows of 
a better form and make than had 
hitherto been manufactured. 

The Company of Cutlers was incor• 
porated in the reign of James I. (1624) 
by an act 'for thA good order and 
government of the makers of kniv11s, 
sickles, shears, scissors, and othor cut­
lery wares in Hallamshire,' and was 
under the control of a master, wardens, 
searchers, and assistants. '!'heir duties 
consisted in maintaining the roputa­
tion of Sheffield wares by examining 
into the quality of goods made, and 
a11owing their marks to be fixed only 
to such as were of approved excol­
lence to provont their trudo "folli11g 
into disrepute by making and selli11~ 
1mworkmanly and deceitful wares;" 
they also administered the laws rn­
specting masters aed apprentices. 'l'he 
Company and master cutler, however, 
were stripped of the chief part of their 
authority by the Reform Bill, and 
their funds are considerably red uce<l 
since the cessation of apprentice fees 
and other branches of their monopoly. 
Their annual feast, however, it 11ecd 
hardly be said, is still hold, and is still 
liko a Lord Mayor's festival-one of 
the principal occasions on which states­
men and politicians find an opportu­
nity for discussing current events. 
Somo of Mr. Roebuck's remarkable 
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speeches have been made here. The 
'feast' which is given in Cutlers' 
Hall by the Master Cutler on his in­
stallation, had becom~ important so 
early as 1682, when many peers were 
present at it. 

Except St. Peter's Church, the pub­
lic buildings of Sheffield are of little 
interest; but the stranger who cares 
for such matters should not leavo the 
town without visiting a steel furnace; 
a grinding mill for saws as well as 
small articles; and one of the large 
depots of cutlery."-Murray's Hand­
book of Yorkshire. 

"About a day's journey south of 
Leeds, on the verge of a wild moor­
land tract, lay an ancient manor, now 
rich with cultivation, then barren and 
unenclosed, which was known by the 
name of Hallamshire. Iron abounded 
there ; and, from a very early period, 
the rude whittles fabricated there had 
been sold all over the kingdom. They 
had indeed been mentioned by Geoffrey 
Chaucer in one of his Canterbury Tales. 
But the manufacture appears to have 
made little progress during the three 
centuries which followed this time. 
This languor may perhaps be explained 
by the fact that the trade was, during 
the whole of this long period, subject 
to such regulations as the lord and his 
court leet thought fit to impose. The 
more delicate kinds of cutlery were 
either made in the capital, or brought 
from the continent, Indeed it was not 
till the reign of George the First that 
the English surgeons ceased to import 
from France those exquisitely fine 
blades which are required for opera­
tions on the human frame. Most of 
the Hallamshire forges were collected 
in a market town which had sprung up 
near the castle of the proprietor, and 
which, in the reign of James tLe First, 
had been a singularly miserable place, 
containing about two thousand inhabi­
tants, of whom a. third were half 
starved and half naked beggars. It 
seems certain from the parochial regis­
ters that the population did not amount 
to four thonsand at the end of the 
reign of Charles the Second. The 
effects of a species of toil singularly 
unfavourable to the health of the 
human frame were at once discerned 
by every traveller. A largo propor­
tion of the people had distorted limbs. 
This is that Sheffield which now, with 
its dependencies, containR a. hundred 

and twenty thousand souls, and which 
sends forth its arlmirable knives, razors, 
and lancets to the farthest ends of the 
wor1d."-Lord Macaulay's History of 
England, published in 1848. 

The following description is from 
Hunter's History of Hallamshire, the 
first edition of which was published 
j 11st fifty years ago; a new edition has 
issued from the press within these 
last few months. 

"The parish of Sheffield is of great 
extent. It stretches above ten miles 
in length, and its average breadth may 
be taken at three miles. Its area is 
rather more than twenty-two thousand 
acres. It contains many populous 
villages and hamlets, and one large 
market town, where stands the church 
and which gives its name to th~ 
parish. 

In 1811 the number of its inhabi­
tants exceeded fifty-three thousand. 
This was more than the whole popula­
tion of Rutland, Westmoreland, or 
Huntingdonshire. It far exceeded the 
number of inhabitants in many of the 
Swiss cantons, and of itself would 
form a sovereignty which many a 
foreign prince might envy. It was 
a.bout 1-180th of the whole return for 
England and W alee. 

The distance of the parish of Shef­
field from the eastern and western 
seas is nearly equal; aud although it 
is farther from the most northern point 
of Scotland than from the southern 
coast of England, yet a line which 
might be drawn nearly straight from 
Liverpool to Hull passing through 
Sheffield, would divide the island into 
two nearly equal portions. It lies on 
the eastern side of that high and 
mountainous tract whioh Dodsworth, 
who rarely hazards such a remark, 
says may be called the J<~nglish Appe-• 
nines, 'because the rain-water which 
there falleth sheddeth from sea. to sea.' 
The ridge of this tract lies nearly in 
the direction from north to south. 
The mountains of Westmoreland, Cra· 
ven, and the Peak belong to it, and it 
is finally lost to the south in the moor­
lands of Staffordshire. Sheffield lies 
rather at the foot of these hills than 
among them. The town at least 
stands at the point of union of rnflny 
streams, then become not inconsidera­
ble, which have their rise among those 
hills, and where the hills are fast 
subsiding into that fine level cham· 
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paign which extends to Doncaster 
beyond it." 

The town of Sheffield occupies a 
piece of rising ground between its 
two principal rivers. Dirty and com­
paratively mean within, it presents a 
striking object from many points on 
the surrounding hills, and especially 
from Meers-brook, whence it is seen 
backed by the dark masses of wood 
which rest on Pitts-moor and Winco­
bauk. To this effect the domes of 
two of the churches much contribute, 
and the spire of the parish church 
rising above them both with protect­
ing maternity. 

Such a district as that in which 
Sheffield stands must abound in water. 
Where there are hills, there will be 
streams. Besides the Car-brook, the 
Lamb-Dyke, and the Meers-brook 
rivulets, which mark the eastern, 
western, and southern limits of the 
parish, there are five streams which 
flow through it, and the waters of all 
are united at the town : the Porter, 
Riveliu, Loxley, Sheaf, and Don­
five rivers, like the fingers of the 
baud, flung from the dark mountains.* 
The first of these rivers rises near 
Fulwood-head, and after a short but 
beautiful course adds its waters, em­
browned by passing through the roots 
of the mountain heath, to those of the 
Sheaf, a little before that river pays 
its tribute to the Don. The Rivelin 
rises in the high ground about two 
miles to the south of Ughill, in a wild 
and open country, and affording in its 
course a boundary line for the adjacent 
parishes of Sheffield and Ecclesfield, 
joins the Loxley near Mousehole Forge, 
and is conveyed by it to the Don. 
But a small portion of the Loxley is 
within the parish of Sheffield. It 
rises near the village of Bradfield, and 
flows along a thinly-peopled country, 
which in the memory of man was 
wholly unenclosed and uncultivated, 
called Loxley Chase-a district which 
seems to have the fairest pretensions 
to be the Loxley of our old ballads, 
whero was born that redoubtable hero, 
Robin Hood. 

The Don is the most considerable 
of the rivers which enter the parish of 
Sheffield, and the name is continued 
~-their united waters in their progress 

1 • lliimimlinµ; one of tho Pnnj;b of I ndin,-;, 
1~1d opf fivo wntcrs; tho etymology of tho numo 

ing 1rnj, five, and .Ab, waters. 

towards the ocean. The name of this 
river is said by the learned Camden 
to be formed out of an old British 
word, signifying a deep, low chanmil; 
but Whitaker, with more probability, 
brings it from the British D-Avon, 
the water. Milton, who had perhaps 
never seen it, describes it, not very 
appropriately, by the epithet gulphy­
" gulphie Dun." More accurately, 
Harrison - " the swift Done" - who 
praises it for the fertility of its banks. 
"The fine grasse which groweth upon 
the banks thereof is so fine and 
batable, that there goeth a proverb 
upon the same, so oft as a man will 
commend his pasture, to say that there 
is no better field on Done bank." 
None of the Sheffield streams are 
navigable within the parish. But these 
streams are of more importance to the 
commerce of Sheffield in another way. 
It is to one striking peculiarity in them 
that Sheffield in a great measure owes 
its present consequence as a manufac­
turing place-the frequent occurrence 
of their falls. These falls are the very 
life of the manufactures, presenting an 
easily available strong motive power 
to works where the demand of power 
is necessarily large. These falls occur 
upon these streams more frequently 
than twice in each mile, and there is 
scarcely an instance of their not being 
made available to move the ponderous 
hammer or to turn the quick revolving 
grindstone. The works erected ou the 
rhers are, however, exposed to the 
inconvenience of having an unequal 
supply of water, and the attention of 
ingenious men has been often directed 
to the possibility of equalizing the 
supply by the construction of reser­
voirs near the sources of the streams. 

The position of townR generally de­
pends upon accidental circumstances. 
But had it been foreseen to wlrnt 
extent the town of Sheffield would 
reach, and what would hereafter be 
the peculiar employment of its inhabi­
tants throughout the whole viciuage, 
it is hard to say what more suitable 
sitnation could have been chosen for it. 
Placed at the junction of the two prin­
cipqJ streams, it is very central to the 
various works erected on tho rivers. 
A situation comparatively low gives 
it the advantage of a regular supply of 
water for domestic purposes from the 
neighbouring hills. Occupying a piece 
of rising ground sloping to the rivers, 
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peculiar advantages are afforded, of 
which it is to be wished that the in­
habitants had more availed themselves 
for the cleanliness of the streets and 
passages. In such a situation, there 
can be few parts of the town that are 
not visited by fresh breezes from the 
country. There is no street in Shef­
field from which the country may not 
be seen. But the town is not confined 
to the rising ground between the 
Sheaf and the Don. It has climbed 
the opposite hills; it has stretched 
itself along their banks; and it accom­
panies them in their united progress 
towards Rotherham. The air is un­
questionably salubrious. Epidemical 
diseases are rare ; nor has it been 
found that effects injurious to the 
health of the inhabitants have pro­
ceeded from these sooty vapours, the 
product of the manufactories, with 
which the air is but too commonly 
loaded (indeed it has been said on 
medical authority that the descending 
carbon acts disinfectingly). 

The climate is cold, but there ap­
pears to be something of the extrava­
gant in this passage of a courtier's 
letter to the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
written in the reign of James I.:­
" I trust by this time your Lo. is safe 
and well arrived at Sheffield, and yet 
that you finde it had bin as good to 
have followed your frends' perswasions, 
and not have undertaken a walke this 
time of the yeare half way to the 
North Pole." 

The parish of Sheffield is rich in its 
mineral productions, and especially in 
the three mineral bodies most impor­
tant to man-iron, coal, and stone. 

The iron ore is found in many parts 
of the parish at the depth of about 
fifty or sixty feet. Below the iron lies 
the bed of coal; the mean depth is 
about 120 yards, and the thickness of 
the bed from three to five feet. This 
bed is the principal source of that 
large supply of fuel which the manu­
factures of Sheffield demand, and has 
been so from an early period. 

The town of Sheffield is described 
by writers of the seventeenth century 
as built entirely of stone. A few of 
the old stone buildings remain, but 
brick is now chidly in use for dwelling 
houses and manufactories. It scorns 
to have been first introduced at the 
beginning of the last century. The 
Upper Chapel in Norfolk Street was 

the first publio building of brick ; and 
this, as if the architect was suspicious 
of the durability of his material, has 
its corners of stone. 

Thus has nature been bountiful to 
the parish of Sheffield : not bestowing 
upon it the most delicious fruits, double 
harvests, or perpetual summer, but the 
means and materials of durable and 
substantial comforts, so placed that 
they serve as stimulants to labour. 
And accordingly her sons are an active 
acute, and hardy race, patient of toil1 

unwillingly submitting to unnecessar; 
restraints, aware of the advantages of 
their situation, proud of the reputation 
they have obtained for her, attached 
to their. birth-place, and, wherever 
they go, remembering with more than 
common affection the tall graceful 
spire that surmounts the town, the 
woodland heights around it, and the 
streams which glitter along its devious 
valleys. Even the very sound of its 
waters poured over their broken weirs, 
or the slow-moving wheel, the hiss of 
the grinding stone, and the noise of 
the forge, are grateful in recollection 
on the ear of the genuine son of the 
what is fondly called " Old Sheffield." 

The meetings of the Association 
will be held in three chapels, viz., 
Cemetery Road chapel (Baptist), Ceme­
tery Road Congregational church, and 
Hanover chapel (Free Methodist). 

Cemetery Iload chapel was built 
1858-9. The first stone was laid in 
July, 1858, and the chapel was opened 
in May, 1859. It has cost not much 
less than £3000. It seats comfortably 
eight hundred persons. 

Cemetery Road Congregational cliui·ch 
was erected 1858-9. It is built of 
stone, and regarded as e. "striking 
architectural ornament." It cost about 
£3000, and was for several years the 
place of the ministry of Rev. Brewin 
Grant, B.A. 

Hanove1· chapel is a noble building 
in Hanover Street, erected in 1860 at 
a cost of £5000, and affords sitting 
room for nearly two thousand hearers. 
The present minister is Rev. Robert 
Bushell, well known to many friends 
in Lincolnshire and London for his 
geniality and large-hearted religious 
catholicity. The missionary meeting 
will be held in this beautiful building. 

Of places of worship there are iu 
Sheffield-Twenty churches belongiog 
to tho Episcopal Clmrcl! of England, 
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Three belonging to Roman Catholics. 
Two places of worship belonging to 
the Unitarians. Thll Independenta or 
Congregationalista have ten chapels. 
The Baptista, three. The Wesleyan 
Methodista are very strong, and have 
eight large chaplllB. The New Con­
nexion Methodista have five commo­
dious chapels. The Primitive Metho­
dists, seven. The United Methodist 
Free Churches are very numerous in 
the town; they,, possess six chapels. 
The Catholic Apostolic Church, the 
Friends, the Plymouth Brethren, Swe­
denborgians, Latter-day Saints, &c., 
have meeting-houses in the town. The 
Jews have a synagogue; and a Welsh 
Congregation mFJets in Stanley Street. 

Sheffield is not remarkable for its 
"Lions," but visitors should endeavour 
to see the Botanic Gardens. By 
getting an order from a ticket holder, 
any stranger can gain admittance by 
signing his or her name at the gates. 

These beautiful gardens in Clarke­
house Road occupy about eighteen 
acres of land, admirably adapted for 
the purpose, being a fertile and gently 
broken 'acclivity with a southern as­
pect, in the picturesque vale of the 
Porter, opposite the verdant and boldly 
rising banks of Sharrow, on which are 
seen the General Cemetery, and neat 

villas. This delightful place of recrea­
tion was opened June 29, 1836, and 
cost its original proprietors £18,000, of 
which £3600 were paid for the land. 
The gardens are open daily, from 
morning till night. 

Hotels.-Victoria, adjoining the sta­
tion of the Manchester, Sheffield, and 
Lincolnshire Railway, best; large and 
very comfortable. In the town are the 
Royal, the Angel, and the King's Head. 
-Murray's Handbook of Yorkshire. 

Omnibuses and Cabs.-No omnibuses 
run from the stations. Cabs wait for 
all the trains. Omnibuses run from 
the New Market Hall to Cemetery 
Road, Sharrow Nether Erlge, Broom 
Hill, &c., every hour in the day, from 
eight in the morning till nine at night 
-charge, threepence. The Market 
Hall is only a few minutes' walk from 
either railway station. Should any 
brethren have a few minutes to spare 
at the Market Hall bflforo the bus 
starts, and find their pockets unduly 
weighted with metal not dug hut 
desired at Sheffield, they will find on 
ihe right hand a second-hand book 
stall of no mean pretensions, and the 
proprietor, William Lee, a lame man, 
will be most happy to make their 
acquaintance. 

G. H. S. E. A. C. 

THE RELIGION OF THE BIBLE AND THE RELIGION OF 
THE CHURCH. 

TnE High Church view, that an uncon­
scious infant a day old is regenerated 
by baptism contradicts the essential 
idea of the Low Church religion itself­
Low Churchmen cannot adopt this 
viow without ceasing to be Low 
Churchmen. If the sprinkling of water 
transforms and remoulds the soul of a. 
?hild destitute of all intelligence, there 
1s an end to the conception that Chris­
tianity is purely a spiritual religion. 
The Low Churchmen feel the certainty 
of this inference profounrlly, and con­
sequently they deny with complete 
peremptoriness that infant baptism is 
attended by regeneration. But this 
denial lands them in a double difficulty. 
In the first place, the clergy of this 
party an, compellerl, by the worrls of 
the liturgy, to call a baptized child 
regenerated; and they have no escape 
from this difficulty excepting by at-

taching a special and non-scriptnral 
sense to the word regeneration. But, 
secondly, they are heavily pressed by 
the words of Scripture; for no compe­
tent interpreter can doubt that bap­
tism and regeneration are associated 
together in the Bible. The language 
of the Bible is against thorn, anrl on 
their own ground this is a very sore 
perplexity. There is one escape, and 
that a prrfectly effectual one; but they 
are unwilling to avail themselves of its 
assistance. They might declare, and 
they ought to declare, that infant bap­
tism was a practice unknown to the 
apostles ; that not only does not the 
New Testament give one single ex­
pression which plainly and necessarily 
implies that infants were haptiied in 
the apostolic churches, but that it can 
ho fairly argued from a passage in 
chapter vii. of 1 Corinthians that such 
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a practice could not have existed at 
Corinth. The recognition that the 
baptism of adults was the only bap­
tism known to the apostles would clear 
every difficulty on this point out of the 
way of the Low Churchmen. It is 
natural that the sacred writers should 
assume that men.who, at great worldly 
sacrifice, not free from risk of life, came 
forward to profess Christian faith by a 
solemn initiatory rite, JlOSsessed the 
frame of mind which that fact implied­
that they were honestly changed and 

renewed beings. And then it would 
be easy to pass on to the cone! usion 
that the baptismal service of the 
Church of England has been con­
structed on the language of the Bible, 
and that the embarrassment has pro­
ceeded not from a mistaken view of 
baptism; but from the application of 
words used by Scripture of an adult 
person to an unconscious, and, so to 
say, mindless infant. 

-From the Contemporary Review. 

GIANT AND DWARF. 

As ON through life's journey we go day by day, 
There are two whom we meet at ea.oh turn of the way, 
To help or to hinder, to bless or to ban-
And the names of these two a.re " I can't" and "I can." 

"I can't" is a dwarf, a poor, pale, puny imp, 
His eyes are half blind, and his walk is a limp; 
He stumbles and fe.lls, or lies writhing with fear, 
Though danger is distant and succour is near. 

"I can is a giant;-unbending he stands; 
There is strength in his arms and skill in his hands; 
He asks for no fe.vours; he wants but a share 
Where labour is honest and wages are fair. 

"I can't" is a sluggard, too lazy to work; 
From duty he shrinks, every task he will shirk; 
No bread on his board and no meal in his bag; 
His house is a ruin, his coat is a rng. 

"I can" is a worker; he tills the broad fields, 
And digs from the earth all the wealth which it yields, 
The hum of his spindles begins with the light, 
And the fires of his forges are blazing all night. 

"I can't" is a coward, half fainting with fright, 
At the first thought of peril he slinks out of sight; 
Slinks and hides till the noise of battle is pnst, 
Or sells his best friends and turns traitor at last. 

" I can·• is a hero, the first in the field ; 
Though others may falter, he never will yield ; 
He makes the long marches, he deals the last blow, 
His charge is the whirlwind that scatters the foe. 

How grandly and nobly he stands to his trnst, 
When roused at the call of II cause that is just, 
He weds his strong will to the vnlour of youth, 
And writt1s on his bo.nner the watchword of Truth I 

'l'hen up nnd be doing I the day is not long; 
Throw fear to the winds; bo pntient and strong I 
Stnnd fast in your place, net your part !ilce n man, 
Aud, when duty calls, answer promptly," I can.'' 

-Our Young Folks. 
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Jittraturt. 

TIMELY WORDS. By J. Jackson 
Goad by. London: Simpkin, Mar­
shall,&; Co. Leicester: Winks&; Son. 

UNDER the above title Mr. Goadby has 
published fifteen discourses in a volume 
got up in the best style, so far as paper, 
type, and binding, are concerned. In 
outward appearance the volume is at­
tractive, fit for the fairest hand to hold 
and the most critical eye to inspect. 
But while its external form will do 
much to insure its sale, our recommen­
dation of it is based on its more solid 
merits. These timely words have an 
intrinsic value, and their worth is not 
restricted to the time now passing, as 
the title might suggest to some who 
regard it alone. We are not sure that 
the choice of the title, often a difficult 
act, is the best that could have been 
made. This, however, if mistaken, 
needs be of no account in estimating 
the merits of what it is used to em­
brace. The first sermon is on Spiritual 
Progress, founded on the call in Isaiah 
Iii. 11, 12, given to the Jewish exiles 
to go out from Babylonia to Palestine. 
The call itself is explained as to its 
original purpose and meaning, and 
then it is applied by analogy to the 
Christians of onr own age. The sug­
gested lessons are clearly pointed out, 
and each is in turn strongly enforced. 
Here, however, a prior obligation 
might have been shown-the ,duty of 
sinners to obey the divine call which 
bids them to return to God, and to be­
come His obedient servants: depart­
ing from a state of sin-separating 
themselves from everything unclean­
calmly and confidently pursuing the 
heavenward path, because of the en­
compassing presence of Jehovah. The 
\~ords of Isaiah are almost literally 
?1tcd by Paul in 2 Cor. vi. 17, when he 
tnculc11tes entire consecration to God, 
~ad a life uncontaminated by abound­
mg iniquity. The same call is sub­
s~au_tially quoted by John when in the 
<hction of the Old 'l'eslament prophets 
he foretells the fall of the mystical 
Babylon, and insists on a severance 
fro1n everything corrupt, Rev. xviii. 4. 
These words from the more ancienL 

N 

Scriptures were "timely" in their ap­
plication to the blemished Corinthians, 
and to the saints whose purity was 
imperilled by the general apostacy of 
a later age. 

"The Least of all Seeds" indicates 
the subject of the second discourse, 
which is admirable in every respect. 
The apparent insignificance of the new 
kingdom-the established laws of its 
growth-and the certain prospect of 
its future enlargement, are described 
with much graphic power, and will be 
read, we are sure, with .uncommon 
pleasure. The appreciative student 
of Archbishop Trench on the Parables 
will be as satisfied with this more 
popular exposition of it as the less in­
structed may be. " Silence and Song" 
evince the ability of the writer in 
representing the difference between 
two seemingly opposite things, 11nd 
then showing how the one precedes and 
prepares for the other. "Silence not 
only precedes song, stands before it in 
the order of time; sileuce supplies the 
materials out of which songs are made. 
Our spiritual needs are met and satisfied 
in the Lord's Christ. He has given us 
the song of redemption. Hill love has 
tuned our lips to sing it." 

Passing over the discourses ou 
Character, on Herod and John, on the 
Lamp of the Word, and the Refiner, 
all good in their way, we are more im­
pressed with the one that follows ou 
the "Dawn of the Divine Life." It 
was dictated by a zealous desire to 
"help all earnest inquirers, e.ud to 
have them helped by others;" to g,rnrd 
them against certain er'rors, and to 
guide them into a clear, an intelligible 
and scriptural path. It explains the 
use which Paul as a Christian preacher 
made of the words of the Ilebrow Law­
giver cited in Romans x. 6-10. The 
non-reception of the truth from its sup• 
posed difficulties is aLly dealt with, 
and then the absence of all dii'licnlty 
in relation to the beginning of tho now 
life is made clear. The sovcrnl por• 
tions of the toxt aro interpreted au,l 
applied, and the result of the whole 
treatment is a discourse tendiug to 
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silence the objector, to encourage the 
inquirer, and to inspire the believer 
with all joy and peace. 

The other sermons are on Sowing 
and Reaping-Fears, and their Anti­
dote-the Master's Test-Bondage and 
Freedom-the Adjuration of Jesus­
Heroic Confessioa.-the Dream and its 
Awakening. The titles of these ser­
mons are invariably short, giving the 
topic of each in a manner most distinct 
and obvious. The style of the dis­
courses is as lucid and forcible as could 
be desired. Well selected words are 
framed into sentences seldom much 
longer than Solomon's Proverbs. Some­
times a meaning is given to the lan­
guage of Scripture which may not be 
the most correct; but this is no more 
than might be said of all human expo­
sitions. The least convincing of the 
sermons is the last, although in some 
respects it is one of the best. We do 
not agree with the critics from whom 
Mr. Goadby differs, who think the 
awakening spoken of is only from ordi­
nary sleep. This is too low a sense; 
but to suppose that David spoke of his 
whole life as a dream, or even as a 
sleep of any kind, and that he antici­
pated an awaking such as will occur 
at the resurrection, is to give a mean­
ing rising nearly if not quite to the 
transcendental. The most literal ren­
dering is not, "when I awake with 
thy likeness," but, "when thy glory 
awaketh." And the scope of the Psalm 
favours the idea that the seeming sleep 
was in God, who appeared oblivious of 
David and his distress ; but that the 
writer anticipated a time when God 
would arise for his help, and make Hie 
glory, or image, or likeness, visible to 
him. This expectatiQn, poetically ex­
pressed, was fulfilled; for David sur­
vived the persecutions of Saul, and to 
a good old age enjoyed satisfying 
tokens of the divine favour. If Mr. 
Goadby has not given just the right 
exegesis of hie text, he has made the 
most commendable use of it in going 
beyond the point where David stood, 
and in keeping before us "all the light 
of later and completer truth." Thie 
use of the sentimPnt has enabled him 
to end his volume with some of the 
happiest allusions to the state which 
it is hoped all may reach-the state in 
which God will be seen witliout the 
intervention of a vail, and where the 

most enlarged longings of the glorified 
beholder will be forever satisfied. 

We commend Mr. Goadby for doing 
what so few ministers of our body 
have done-that is for committing his 
prelections to the custody of the press : 
and we hope that his beautiful volume 
will find an extensive circulation, and 
be held in high repute among the mem­
bers of our congregations both far and 
near. 

THE PULPIT'S REPLY TO THE GRUM­
BLING PEW. By the Rev. W. Tozer, 
author of Essays on Popular and 
Standar-d Themes. London: E. Stock. 

THAT pews-or their occupiers-do 
grumble, is an undeniable fact; and 
that the practise is grown into a habit, 
in many cases, is equally notorious, 
That this habit is bad, and exerts a 
baleful influence, may be rea<lily ad­
mitted. Hence the propriety of fixing 
attention on it, and of doing something 
to check and correct it. But a pre­
vious question might be raised: what 
has occasioned the amount of complaint 
against the Pulpit by the Pew, which 
has increased so greatly in our time? 
Is it wholly groundless, or is there 
adequate reason for it? If the Pulpit 

· fails to perform its proper functions, 
sending forth what Cowper called " an 
empty ineffectual sound," dissatisfac­
tion with it is justifiable, and the ex­
pression of such dissatisfaction can 
hardly be too loud. The causes of com­
plaint noticed by Mr. Tozer are the 
length of sermons-their being too 
philosophical-their negative cho.rac­
t~r, having nothing of Christ in them­
their not bringing success in the places 
where they are preached - and not 
being found profitable to the hearers. 
The grumblers themselves are described 
under the names of Mr. Narrow, Mrs, 
Milliner, Mr. Faulty, Mr. Big, Mr. 
Fickle, and Mr. Fad. And then o.dvice 
is tendered on the subject of a profit­
able hearing of the word. The work 
is written in a lively style, and may 
be read with benefit by the class which 
it is intended to improve. 

All grumblers are only a coarser kind 
of cri ties, and the rough and ready 
manner in which Mr. Tozer bas 
answered the grumblers in the pow is 
probably better tho.n o. style of treat­
ment more courteous and refined. 
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SMALLER PUBLICATIONS, 

THE Weekly Tract Society for the 
Religious instruction of the labouring 
classes has an Editorial Committee 
composed of some of the beet ministers 
belonging to the leading denominations 
of the Christian Church. It pnblishee a 
new Tract weekly, which is limited to 
four pages, and which has an appro­
priate pictorial heading, We have ex­
amined a bundle of these neat little 
publications, and have found scarcely a 
single number undeserving of more or 
less approval. To find so many religious 
tracts so really attractive is a pleasant 
surprise to us. Presuming that most 
of those which the Society sends forth 
are equal in merit to what we have 
been able carefully to examine, we 
have no hesitation in advising our 
friends to buy and circulate them, not 
by hundreds only, but by thousands.­
" CHRIST OUR LIFE" is a short sermon 
preached by the Rev. W. Brock, jun., 
in his own place of worship, and fully 
entitled, by the soundness of its doc­
trine, the chasteness of its diction, and 
its deep spiritual tone, to be known 

beyond the circle of his ordinary 
hearers. If this is a sample of Mr. 
Brock's preaching we may esteem him 
as a worthy son of his distinguished 
sire.-" THE REVERENCE DUE TO THE 
SON OF Goo" is ably shown by the 
Rev. G. Phillips in a discourse preached 
in London and elsewhere, and now 
printed by the desire of some who 
heard it.-" THE NEW CREATION" is 
the title of a neat and elegant sermon 
preached by the Rev. J. Woolley on 
closing his ministry in Archdeacon 
Lane, Leicester. \Ve advise our readers 
to procure this discourse, the reading 
of which will, we are sure, generate a 
desire that a young brother so compe­
tent to preach the word may find a 
fitting sphere for the exercise of his 
gifts.-" Topics for Teachers," part 
eight, gives condensed biographies of 
the Men of the Bible, with a good map 
of Canaan, and several illustrations, 
all on the Lest paper and in the clearest 
type, for the very small cost of three­
pence !-The Sunday l\Iagazine, the 
Sword and Trowel, the Scattered Na­
tion, the Church, the Hive, and Appelll, 
are marked by their usual excellence. 

~orrtspotthtnce. 

THE CENTENARY OF THE 
CONNEXION. 

To THE EDITOR-
Dear Sir,-1 am afraid the " Cen­

tenary Celebration Committee" are 
likely to be somewhat disappointed. 
They tell us, in their circular issued at 
the end of last year, that they "con­
fidently reckon upon the hearty and 
enthusiastic co-op,iration" of the chur­
ches " in this appropriate commemora­
tive movement;" and they urge, among 
other things, that every church should 
make three collections for the "Cen­
tenary Fund," the.first to be made du1·ing 
the first six months of the year 1869. Are 
the churches generally giving such a 
re~ponse to this challenge as the Com­
nut tee looked for? I have no means of 
knowing how much "he11rtiness and 
en_thusiasm" in thfl movement may bo 
witnessed elsewhere, but observation 
and inquiry by myself and others !earl 
to the conclusion that in the" Midlaml" 

district the members of the churches 
generally seem to have very little 
"heart" in the matter. 

Now, sir, it must be tolerably clear 
to all, that unless the Committee can 1·e­
JJ_Ort next month that something IIAS BEEN 
done, nothing WILL be done. 'fhe Asso­
ciation has twice "passed" most ex­
cellent" resolutions;" it is surely quite 
time now that the churches "paHsed 
on" to" acts." Last evening the Hev. 
Thos. Goad by (" Centenary" Secretary) 
gave us his "Centenary Lecture" at 
Woodgate, aud next S1111,lay we shall 
have collections for the Fund, aud this, 
Mr. Goad by tells me, really·" 01ie11s the 
campaign." I confess I was astonished 
and grieved to hear s•ich a remark. 

If this Lccturo coul,l !,e board hy 
every church in tho Connexion, the 
£5,000 would be rnisecl, and a !'cw thou­
sands besides. 

I am, yours sincerely, 
Loughborough. J. 1.'. GALE. 
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NEW BAPTIST CHURCH AND SCHOOLS, WISBEACH. 

THE Church and Schools represented in tho engraving are to bo erected for the use of the congrega­
tion now worshipping in the Baptist Chapel, Ely Place. The Church will contain 820 •ittings, nnd 
the School Rooms aocemmodato from 400 to 500 children. In addition to these rooms, 1m infant 
class room, three rooms for senior Bible clnsses, and two vestries will be built. The entire estiu111tcd 
cost is about £3,500. Towards this sum tho congregation and a few friends have already !llaile 
promises amounting to £1,200, 

The following will be glad to give information and receive donations in connection with the above 
object. 

WILLIAM EDWARD WINKS, Pastor. 
RODERT WIIERRY, } 
JOUN GROMITT. Deacons. 
F. C. SOUTHWELL, 
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UNION BAPTIST BUILDING FUND, 

THE annual meeting of the committee 
and subscribers will be held at Sheffield 
daring the Association week. Notice of 
place and time of meeting will be given in 
doe course by circular, and by public 
announcement at the first meeting of the 
Association. 

J. T. GALE, Secretary. 

THE w AllWIOKSHIBE CONFERENCE met 
at Union Place chapel, Longford, on 
Tuesday, April 20. 

The morning service was opened by 
singing and prayer, after which the Rev. 
W. Chapman, of Louth, was chosen chair­
man for the day. Prayers were offered 
by brethren L. H. Parsons and J. Har­
rison, of Birmingham. The Rev. J. H. 
Wood then read an admirable paper on 
"The conversion of_ the young.; and the 
best way of guiding them when in a state 
of religious inquiry and concern.•' Con­
verso.tion followed on the subject, and a 
unanimous resolution was passed, thank­
ing Mr. Wood for the paper he had read, 
and requesting him to publish it in oar 
Magazine. 

The business meeting was held in the 
afternoon. Brother Cross prayed. From 
the reports we found that ninety-five had 
been baptized since the last Conference, 
o.nd that fifty-four remain as candidates. 
It is a matter for great thankfulness tho.t 
most of the churches have had refreshing 
showers of the Holy Spirit, and more 
especially the first church at Longford, 
which reported twenty-nine baptized and 
forty-one candidates. 

1. The Rev. S. S. Allsop ho.ving left 
Longford for March, it was unanimously 
resolved-That the best thanks of the 
Conference be given to our brother Allsop 
for his excellent services as secretary, and 
pray that God's abundant blessing may 
rest upon him in his new sphere of labour. 

2. That the Rev. H. Cross, of Coventry, 
be appointed secretary. 

3. That we earnestly recommend the 
churches of this Conference to consider at 
an early period the resolution of the Asso­
c!ation upon the Centenary Fund, with a 
view to discharging their own share of 
obligo.tion concerning it. 

4. That the next Conference be at 
Coventry on the second Tuesdo.y in Octo• 

her. The subject of the morning paper to 
be " Female agency; or, woman's sphere 
and labour in the church.'' The Rev. 
L. H. Parsons, of Birmingham, to be the 
writer. The Conference sermon to be 
preached in the evening by the Rev. J. 
Harrison, of Birmingham. 

In the evening the Rev. W. Lees, of 
Walsall, preached. 

H. CBoss, Secretary. 

THE MIDLAND CoNFEBENOE met at Keg• 
worth, on Whit-Tuesday, May 18. 

The morning session was specially in­
teresting. After devotional exercises, the 
Rev. D. Maccallum, of Melbourne, read a 
paper on " May apostolic results be ex­
pected in modern times?" An interesting 
conference on the subject then followed. 
The writer received hearty thanks, and all 
present felt encouraged and strengthened 
by the kind and practical discussion of the 
subject. 

The Rev. Thomas Yates, pastor of the 
church, presided at the afternoon meeting. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Jo.mes 
Greenwood, M.A. From the reports of 
the churches it appeared that since the 
last Conference on Feb. 0, eighty-six had 
been baptized, one hundred and thirty 
were candidates, and six had been restored 
to fellowship. 

The doxology was sang. The annual col­
lection was made, amounting to £3 16s. od. 
After paying the printing, stationery, and 
postage expenses, and the travelling ex­
penses of the Secretary and of Conference 
deputations, the balance in hand is Bs. 84d. 

1. The minutes of the last Conference 
were rend and confirmed. 

2. The Secretary received the thanks of 
the Conference for his services, and ac­
cepted the honour of a re-election for 
another term of three years. 

8. The church at Sneinton, Notte, the 
nucleus of which three years ago were 
eighteen persons connected with Stoney 
Street church, Nottingham, now increased 
to a membership of seventy, and forming 
an independent church with the good.will 
of the friends at Stoney Street, was re­
ceived into the Conference, and cordially 
recommended to the Associo.tion. 

4. The Committee of the Midland Home 
Mission was appointed. The three retir­
ing brethren, Messrs. T. Hill, Prince, and 
Birchnall, were re-elect~d; as also were 
the Treasurer, H. W. Eo.rp, Esq., of Mel. 
bourne, and the Secretary, Rev. C. Clo.rke. 
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5. The Rev. James Greenwood, M.A., 
was appointed to speak on behalf of the 
Midlaml District at the Home i\Iission 
meeting to be held during the Association. 

G. The two committees appointed by 
the Midland General Baptist Conference 
and the N otts and Derbyshire Association, 
respectively had met and agreed to the 
following arrangements:-

,, Proposed J,feetings of the Midland 
Bapti,$t Union. 

" Monday evening, Sept. 20, 1860-
uuited prayer meeting at Broad Street 
chapel, Nottingham; the pastor to pre­
side; the Rev. J. Martin to deliver an 
address. 

" Tuesday morning, Sept. 21-at 9.30 a 
meeting at George Street chapel, Notting­
ham ; devotional exercises ; the Rev. H. 
Crnssweller, B.A., of Derby, to preside, and 
deliver introductory address; two papers, 
and discussions thereon. At 1.30 p.m. 
adjournment for dinner, the charge for 
which will he as near as possible the same 
as that which is usual on such occasions. 
At. 4.0 p.m. short meetings for business. 
Tea to be provided in one of the school­
rooms. A sermon to be preached at Mans­
field Road chapel in the evening. The 
Rev. J. Jackson Goadby be invited to 
preach." 

The thanks of the Conference were 
Yoted to the Committee: their arrange­
ments were accepted and cordially com­
mended to the churches. 

7. The Committee on the Warsop chapel 
case presented their report. Warsop is a 
village of about 1400 inhabitants five 
miles north of Mansfield. The chapel 
cost about £150, £80 of which vet remain 
on mortgage; was built in is29; will 
accommodate about 120 persons; is vested 
in the hands of trustees for the use of the 
Connexion ; the trust deeds are held by 
one of the trastees, who is also the mort­
gagee ; the chapel is now rented by the 
Primitive Methodists for £4 per year, 
which sum just pays the interest on the 
mortgage. Under all the circumstances 
the Committee suggest " That the Con­
ference and the Mansfield church keep 
attention fixed on this property, and pre­
serve a friendly acquaintance with the 
trustees (all of whom are living), but at 
present do not advise any further steps to 
be taken; should, however, any altered 
circumstances arise, friends in the neigh­
bourhood are advised to refer to the Con­
ference." The Committee were thanked 
for their attention to the subject: their 
report was received, and their suggestion 
was adopted. 

D. The Committee on the Great Wil­
braham chapel case presented their report, 

The following document, duly prepared 
by the solicitors interested in the case 
was signed by the chairman of the Con'. 
ference and the chairman of the Associa. 
tion by recommendation of the Com. 
mittee :-

" To the Charity Commissioners for 
England and Wales. H . ..3179. Great 
Wilbraham. Haylock's Charity. We, the 
undersigned, hereby certify that the trust 
deeds of the chapel at Great Wilbraham 
established by Mr. Toller are in accordance 
with the principles of evangelical protes­
tant dissenters called General Baptists; 
that although no distinct society or con­
gregation of General Baptists exclusively 
at present ·exists at Great Wilbraham, the 
use of the chapel as a place of worship by 
protestant dissenters of other evangelical 
denominations is under the circumstances 
of this case in accordance with the views 
and wishes of the General Baptist denomi­
nation, subject to the legal rights of the 
denomination as declared by the trust 
deed. Dated this 18th May, 1869. 
Thomas Yates, Chairman of the Midland 
Conference of General Baptist churches. 
Thomas Goadby, Chairman of the Annual 
Association of General Baptist Churches." 

The Committee, who had devoted much 
time and consideration to this case, were 
thanked, and the chairman of the Confer­
ence was requested to sign the above 
document which they had prepared. 

10. The September Conference will be 
merged in the Autumnal Onited Meeting 
referred to in minute No. 7. The next 
Conference will be held at Ripley on the 
Tuesday after Shrove Tuesday in 1870. 
The Rev. James Greenwood, M.A., to read 
a paper in the morning. 

11. The Rev. T. Goadby, B.A., gave 
notice that at the next Conference he 
should move " a list of 1·evised rules for 
the nature and management of Conference 
meetings and business." 

A public meeting was held in the 
evening. 

Although the weather was unfavourable 
the attendance was large, and all present 
felt that we had once more been blessed 
with a profitable Conference, 

CHAl\LEs Cu1um, Secretary. 

THE CHESHIRE CONFERENCE was held 
at Wheelock Heath, on Whit-Tuesday, 
May 18. 

The morning service commenced at 
eleven o'clock. Rev. C. E. Pratt, of Stoke­
on-Trent, read and prayed, and the Rev. 
R. Kenney, of Wheelock Heath, preached 
from the text-" That they may adorn the 
doctrine of Gotl our Saviour in all things" 
-Titus ii. 10. 
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The afternoon meeting assembled nt 
bo.lf-pest two o'clock. Rev. R. Kenney 
presided; Rev. E. Bott, of Terporley, en­
gaged in prayer. The reports from the 
churches shewed that only fifteen have 
been baptized since last Conference, and 
that there ere but three candidates. After 
singing the doxology, the minutes of the 
previous meeting were reed and confirmed. 

1. The Rev. W. L. Evans having re­
signed the pastorate at Audlem, no appli­
cation for pecuniary help has been made 
to the Rev. R. Kenney, Mr. Joseph Aston, 
and Mr. Richard Pedley, the Conference 
Committee. 

2. That the Case of Congleton, reported 
to b~ in such en unsatisfactory state, be 
referred to the discretion of the Confer­
ence Committee. 

3. The treasurer, Mr. n. Pedley, having 
reported the sum of £18 5s. 8d. con­
tributed to, end the sum of £10 expended 
in Home Mission purposes, leaving a 
balance in bend of £8 15 8d., that his 
report for the year be adopted. 

4. That the thank~ of the Conference 
be tendered to the treasurer for his pest 
services, and that he continue in oflioe 
another ye11r. 

5. As the Andlem church is now without 
a pastor, and the Rev. E. Evans is about 
to resign his charge of the church at 
Nantwich in September next, that the 
Conference Committee earnestly endeavour 
to bring about a union,between these two 
cbnrohes, then provide one minister to 
supply both places, and snpplement such 
contributions as the two churches are able 
to make by a grant from the Home Mis­
sion Fund; but in onse this union be 
impracticable, that they procure a pastor 
for the church at Nantwich alone. 

0. '!'bet the Sto~e church having ex­
pressed its decision to withdraw from this 
Conference to join the Midland, it be 
respectfully asked to rtJconsider its decision, 

7. Tho.t we rescind the resolution stating 
"that in future this Conferenco be held 
annually," and decide to have two Confer­
ences n year for the time to come. 

8. That our best thanks be accorded .to 
the Rev. R. Kenney for his sermon in the 
morning. 

0. That the next Conference be held at 
Terporley, on Tuesday, Oct. 12, and that 
tbe Rev. B: Hackett, of Mecclesfl.eld, be 
the preacher. Morning service to com­
mence at eleven o'clock, and the business 
meeting in the afternoon et half-past two. 

WII.Llill M.1.RoH, Secretary. 

l\IrsTERToN, Notts.-This anoient co.use, 
fou!1ded in 1610, is about, we hope, to ex­
penence a revi vu.I under the ministry of 

the Rev. John Fogg, now its pastor. The 
congregations ere increasing, and a Sab­
bath school bas been commenced. Tb e 
annual ten meeting was held on Monday, 
May 10; a number of friends Cflme from 
Retford, a distance of twelve miles. After 
tea a public meeting was held in the 
chapel, which bas, by recent elteratious, 
become quite beautiful. Mr. Thornton, 
of Misterton (Wesleyan), occupied the 
chair, and addresses were given by the 
Revs. W. Adams (Wesleyan Reform 
minister), of Relford; J. E. i\Ioore, of 
Kirton Lindsey; J. Stutterd, of Crowle ; 
T. Bee•(Wesleyen), of Gainsborough; J. 
Fogg, o.nd Mr. Mayhew. Our prayer for 
our Misterton brethren is, "0 Lord, revive 
thy work." 

CoVENTRY.-On Tuesday, May 4, the 
new Baptist chapel, Gosford Street, was 
opened for publio worship. The total cost 
of the chapel and schools is £2,200, of 
which rather more than one-half bes been 
raised. The architecture of the chapel is 
Italian, with a slight Gothic treatment in 
the mouldings, and other details. The 
materials used in the construction of the 
walls are red brick, from the neighbour­
hood of Coventry, with Bath .stone dress­
ings; the o.rcbes to windows being relieved 
with voussons of white and blue brick. 
The wood-work is stained and vo.rnished, 
the whole of the materials o.nd workmo.n­
sbip o.re thoroughly substantial, nod the 
design, now completed, presents a very 
pleasing aruiearance. Galleries are pro­
vided at the sides and one end of the 
chapel; a portion of the end go.Bery is 
proposed to be devoted to the use of the 
children. The go.lleries are reached by 
stone &to.irceses. Behind the cbo.pel, nnll 
immediately adjoining, are the schools. 
On the ground floor is the boys' school, 
35ft. by 27ft.; also II commodious kitchen 
and store-room. The upper floor is de­
voted to the girls' school, which is 45½ ft. 
by 27ft., and is approo.che<l by· a stone 
stairco.se; o.ttached to this room are two 
class-rooms, eo.ch 13~ft. by 13.j ft. The 
schools and class-rooms will be beo.ted by 
open fire-places. Greo.t attention has 
been paid to the means of ventilation, 
which ere simple, o.nd will be found 
efficient. The sohools provide o.ccommo­
dation for about 4C>O children, and the 
chapel contains sittings for 700 persons. 
On Tuesday afterMon, May 4, notwith­
standing the inclemency of the weo.ther, 
tbe Rev. Dr. Haycraft, of Leicester, 
preo.ched in the new chapel to a good 
congregation, choosing for his text, John 
xii. 32. Afterwards a ton meetrng was 
held in the school-rooms, where nearly 
1000 persons po.rtook of ten (runny moro 
would have been present but for the rain). 
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In the e1·ening the Rev. Charles Vince, of 
Birmingham, preached a powerful sermon 
to a crowded congregation, from Psalm 
xxxvii. 25 (many were obliged to go away 
from this service, not being able to get 
into the chapel). On Sunday, May 9, the 
Rev. J. C. Pike, of Leicester, preached to 
good congregations; and on Sunday, 
May 16, the Rev. J. Whewell, of Coventry, 
preached in the morning, and the Rev. H. 
Cross, minister of the place, in the even­
ing. The nett profits from the opening 
services were over £100. Altogether, more 
than £1,200 have been raised l)j' this 
church and congregation for the building 
fund, and that in the midst of a depressed 
trade. The debt on the new chapel will 
not be more than £1000, and that the 
people are determined to remove in the 
course of a few years. 

l-IALIFAx.-Bazaar on behalf of the New 
Chapel, West Vale.-In aid of the new 
General Baptist chapel, now in course of 
erection at West Vale, a really first-class 
bazaar was opened on Thursday, April 29, 
in the Assembly Rooms, Harrison Road, 
Halifax. As will be remembered, the 
corner stone of the new chapel was laid by 
Mr. Edward Crossley, of this town, on the 
23rd of May last year. The total cost, 
including ground, is about £1700, towards 
which npwards of £700 have been con­
tributed. The school-room has been occu­
pied since Christmas, and in which a day 
school, with about two hundred scholars, 
is conducted, io addition to the Sonday 
school; and the chapel is expected to be 
opened in the coarse of the ensuing 
summer. Towards clearing off the re­
maining debt, the committee resorted to 
that ever attractive means of gaining funds 
-the bazaar, a project which was deter­
mined upon about twelve months ago, 
since which time various parties at Halifax 
and West Vale have been unceasingly at 
work in one way or another, and their 
efforts have been responded to in so 
liberal a manner as to enable them to open 
a bazaar highly creditable to all concerned, 
and which for the quality and number of 
the articles exhibited may vie with any 
that has ever been held in this district. 
At eleven o'clock on Thursday forenoon 
the bazaar was opened by a devotional 
service, in which the Rev. J. H. Atkinson, 
of Sheffield, late junior pastor at North 
Parade chapel, Halifax, ond the Rev. F. 
Timmis, of Trinity Road chapel, took part. 
The Rev. H. Ingham, minister at North 
Parade chapel, then gave a brief address, 
expressing the grateful acknowledgments 
of the promoters of the bazaar for the 
kind assistance and co-operation that had 
Leen rendered by various. friends, espe­
cially for the abundance of the contrib1:1-

tions that had been made to the bazaar. 
They had no doubt as to the propriety and 
nobleness of the object they had in view, 
which was to provide a place of worship in 
West Vale, and to have it speedily free from 
debt. He then declared the bazaar opened. 
After this the band played appropriate 
music, and continued to do so at intervals 
throughout the day. The receipts from 
the stalls, entrance tickets, &c., amounted 
to the large sum of £575 17s. 8d. 

PETERBOROUGH.-Bazaar.-The friends 
connected with the Baptist chapel, West­
gate, held their bazaar in the Wentworth 
Room on the 4th, 5th, and 6th of May, in 
aid of the.fund for the erection of the new 
chapel in Queen Street. The room was 
very tastefully decorated, and the assort­
ment of goods was large and varied. The 
very handsome sum of £200 was realized. 
The kindness of the many friends who in 
different ways rendered help was suitably 
acknowledged. 

SHORE, near Todmorden.-on· Saturday, 
May 1, the friends connected with the 
above place held an interesting tea meet­
ing. The pastor and a few brethren gave 
appropriate speeches, and the choir sung 
a few choruses in good style. The mone­
tary results were satisfaotory, as the 
profits and subscriptions towards the 
trust fund amounted to the sum of 
£26 8s. lld. 

CARRINGTON. - A dett of £200, con­
tracted when the chapel was purchased 
from the Wesleyans, still remains unpaid. 
In 1866 an effort was made to get rid of the 
burden, by which over £50 were obtained. 
This sum has increased to £63, and is 
now invested at 5 per cent. until we have 
obtained sufficient to pay off half or the 
whole of our debt. In consequence of the 
increase of the eh arch and congregation 
during the past eighteen months, addi­
tional accommodation is absolutely neces­
sary. Our congregation is composed of 
working people, many of them very poor; 
and it is onry by doing all that we con 
that we are able to meet our liabilities. 
Under these circumstances our objeot can 
only be accomplished by an appeal to 
Christian friends; we have therefore 
decided to solioit subscriptions, an<l have 
established a permanent bazaar after the 
following plan :-a small sliop has been 
opened in High Street, Carrington, for the 
sale of goods, consisting of drapery, small­
w11res, hosiery, haberdashery, stationery, 
&c., kept by S . .::lheldon. We hove also 
obtained an agency for coal, to supply 
friends residing in Nottingham, Carring­
ton, Sherwood, Basford, Hyson Green, 
Radford, and Sneinton at ordinary trade 
prices. All the commission goes to the 



bazaar fund. Bookbinding done in the 
best style on reasonable terms. The 
bazaar is open daily. The whole of the 
machinery for working the bazaar is sup­
plied free of cost, so that all profits go 
into the common treasury. We appeal to 
our friends very earnestly for help. Refer­
ence may be made to the Rev. J. Green­
wood, M.A., 50, Upper Talbot Street, Not­
tingham. H. Belton, Secretary. 

CARRINGTON.-Tbe annual tea meeting 
in connection with the Benevolent Society 
was held on Whit-Tuesday, May 18, and 
proved a great success, An excellent tea 
was provided in the school-rooms, to 
which more than a hundred persons sat 
down. The public meeting afterwards 
held in the chapel was numerously at­
tended, and presided over by Mr. J. Shar­
man. Addresses of a. deeply interesting 
and practical character were delivered by 
Messrs. W. Richardson, J. Edwards, J. S. 
Lacey, of Loughborough, W. Bown, J. 
Spendlove, and A. Brittain; and several 
selections of music were sung by the 
choir. The report read by the secretary, 
Mr. W. Parker, was in all respects very 
satisfactory. During the evening a testi­
monial, consisting of a picture represent­
ing Christ blessing little children, and a 
miniature address, was presented to Henry 
and Jemima Trum,m, by a few dear friends 
at Carrington, as a small token of esteem, 
and in recognition of their devoted and 
faithful services in the cause of Christ for 
several years past. The presentation 
was made by Mr. H. Belton, and acknow­
ledged by Mr. Truman. 

BounNE. - Extensive alterations are 
about to be made in the chapel at this 
place. Sicle galleries are to be erected, 
and the present interior replaced by a 
modern one. A few weeks ago the plans 
were submitted to a meeting of the church 
and congregation, and very promptly 
promises were made amounting to nearly 
£300, One hundred pounds was promised 
by the Ladies' Working Society. 

LONG EATON.-On Lord's-day, April 25, 
the 1rnnunl sermons on behalf of our Sab­
bath school were preached by Mr. W. 
Richardson, of N ottinghnm, to unusually 
large congregations: in the evening many 
were unable to gain admission. On the 
following day a meeting was held in con­
nection with the children's treat, when 
about 120 friends sat down to tea, after 
which the friends and children retired 
into a field to amuse themselves. Collec­
tions, together with the proceeds of the 
ten, amounted to the liberal sum of 
£6 18s, 4d. It will be pleasing for some 
of our readers to know that our Sabbath 
scholars now number upwards of eighty, 

and that we are now building a new school­
room at a cost of upwards of £60, the 
whole of which we hope, through the 
kindness of friends, to raise. K. S. 

SHEFFIELD, Cemetery Road. - Three 
very appropriate and impressive sermons 
were preo.ched on behalf of the schools in 
connection with the above place, on Sun­
day, May 9, in the morning by the Rev. 
R. Bushell; in the afternoon by the Rev. 
C. F. Nightingale; and in the evening by 
the Rev. C. Short, M.A. On the following 
Monday evening the Rev. R. Stainton 
delivered a very instructive and able 
lecture, entitled "Red Tape," as applied to 
the pulpit and pew. The chairman, .Mr. 
Abraham Sharman, alluded to the work of 
the Sabbath school in a very interesting 
manner. The congregations were large, 
and the collections amounted to £25 5s. 6d. 

HuGGLESCOTE.-On Lord's-day, May 9, 
two excellent sermons were preached by 
the Rev. W. Evans, of Stalybridge, on 
behalf of the Sunday and day schools. 
The attendance was large, and the services 
were of a very interesting character. The 
collections amounted to the liberal sum of 
£46 Ss. 

DAYBROOK, near Nottingham. - The 
annual school sermons were preached on 
Whit-Sunday, May 16, by the Rev. J. 
Butey, pastor. The collections amounted 
to the liberal sum of £12 ls. 3d. 

BARROWDEN.-On May 16 the annual 
sermons for the Sunday school were 
preached by Mr. J oily, of Chilwell College; 
and on Monday the children had their 
annual treat. 'rhe school is in a hopeful 
state. 

SHoRE,-On Saturdo.y, April 17, a soiree 
was held in the Baptist school-room in 
connection with the young men's mutual 
improvement class. About 380 people 
were admitted, and spent II very pleusunt 
evening together. Addresses were given 
by Messrs. J. Cunliffe, J. Law, und J. 
Mnden, of Edenfield. The chnir was 
occupied by the Rev. J. Maden, pastor ut 
Shore chapel. Mr. H. Crossley, on bebnlf 
of the class, presented the president with 
a beautiful and well-finished microscope, 
the plute on the case bearing the following 
inscription : "Presented by the Young 
Men's Mutunl Improvement Cluss to the 
Rev. J. Maden, president, o.s a token of 
their esteem. Shore, April 17, 1860." 
The pastor affectionately responded, tbo.nk­
ing the class for their welcome present, 
and Mr. Crossley for the kind manner in 
whieb be had mnde the presento.tion. 

11-!AccLESFIELD.-On Saturday evening, 
April 2.J., a social tea meeting was held in 
the school-room adjoining the above place 
of worship. Its object was to give a we!-
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come to Mrs. Hackett, wife of the pastor 
of the place. During the evening the 
chairmau, on behalf of the friends of 
the place, presented the newly-married 
pair with a handsome timepiece, bearing 
the following inscription:-" Presented 
to the Rev. B. Hackett and Mrs. Hackett, 
as a token of affectionate regard on the 
occasion of their marriage, by the mem­
bers of the Baptist church and congre­
gation. Macclesfield, April 24, 1869." 
The Rev. B. Hackett feelingly acknow­
ledged the presentation on behalf of him­
self and Mrs. Hackett. 

W HITTLESEA.-Recognition Service.-On 
Tuesday, April 27, nn interesting service 
took place m the General Baptist chapel 
to recognise and welcome Mr. Thomas 
Watkinson as the pastor of this church, 
Upwards of a hundred persons took tea, 
and the public service wns attended by 
persons from all the churches in the town, 
The service commenced with singing, fol­
lowed with an earnest prayer from the 
Rev. S. S. Allsop, March; after which a 
brief account was given by Mr. Watkinson 
why he accepted the pastorate, which 
included a retrospect of his past connec­
tion with the General Baptists, his union 
with them by baptism and marriage, and 
preaching under the auspices of the late 
Rev. J. Jones, March. The Revs. S. S. 
Allsop, T. Barrasa, Peterborough, J. Telfer 
(Independent), Whittlesea, and Messrs. 
Burton, Denison, and Pentney, addressed 
the meeting. 

BRADFORD. - Rev. J. B. Lockwood's 
Departure for the United States. - On 
Wednesday evening, March 31, a farewell 
tea meeting was held in the Tetley Street 
school-room, on the occasion of the depar­
ture of brother Lockwood and his family 
to Philadelphia, United States. After tea 
a public meeting was held; brother Wood, 
our pastor, presided. The meeting was 
addressed by the chairman, J. B. Lock­
wood, J. Fielding, J. Tevy, and others. 
Much sympathy was expressed towards 
our brother and his fomily in their trying 
circumstances, and earnest prayers were 
presented for his safe arrival and success 
in his new home. 

BAPTISMS. 

HosE.-On Tuesday evening, May 4, 
after a sermon by Mr. Irving, one male 
and two females were baptized, and on 
Sunday, May 16, were received into the 
church, J. S. 

LANGLEY MrLL.-April 25, four were 
baptized by brother Wells, of Nottingham 
after a sermon on l>hilip and the eunuch.' 

SHoRE.-Saturday, April 14, fourteen 
were baptized by the Rev. J. Maden, and 
were received into fellowship on the fol. 
lowing day. On May 1, three others were 
baptized. 

PETERBOROUGH.-April 25, nine were 
baptized by Mr. Barrasa, and received 
into fellowship the following Sunday. 

WoLVEY.-May 9, one young person was 
baptized by Mr. ·wood, and received into 
fellowship. 

LEEDS, Call Lane.-Two persons were 
baptized by the Rev. W. Taylor, on Sun­
day, Feb. 28; and two more on Sunday, 
March 28. 

BotraNE.-Six were baptized by Rev. W. 
Orton on Wednesday, March 3; and four 
others on Wednesday, April 28. 

HALIFAX. - On Sonday, April 4, one 
brother was baptized in the afternoon, 
and received into fellowship in the even­
ing by Mr. Bramley. 

THE COLLEGE. 

THE TREASURER begs to acknowledge 
the receipt of the following sums, and will 
feel great_!,y obliged if the friends will 
favour hiai with their collections and 
subscriptions before the 15th of June, so 
that the accounts may be audited before 
the Association. 

Wisbeach .. 
Sheffield 
Derby, St. Mary's Gate 
Castle Donington 
Packington .• 
Long Sutton (2 years) 
Gosberton .. 
Wymeswold 
Friends at Enon, Burnley, per 

Rev. J. Alcorn 
Rev. T. R. Stevenson, Luton 
Macclesfield 
Beeston 

ltarriagt. 

£ B. D, 
8 8 6 
8 7 0 
8 0 0 
3 17 1 
3 11 0 
3 1 0 
2 2 8 
1 0 0 

2 0 () 

0 10 6 
2 1 2 
6 18 u 

SUNDERLAND - GREENWOOD. - May 15, 
at the Baptist chapel, Shore, by Rev. J. 
Maden, Elias Sunderland, of Holmehouse, 
to Betty Greenwood, of Vale Terrace. 
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CHAMBF.RLAIN,-Sarah, the wife of the 
Rev. F. Chamberlain, Fleet, and daughter 
of James and Sarah Bevins, was born 
at Newbold Verdon, in the county of 
Leic6ster, · Oct. 4, 1810. Her parents, 
though upright and honourable in all the 
relations of life, were not decidedly pious; 
consequently she did not enjoy the advan­
tages some do in their early days. If, 
however, she was not brought up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, she 
was not altogether neglected. Good moral 
principles were taught her at home, and 
as soon as she was able to walk thither 
she was sent to school; but schools then 
were not what they are now. Her teacher 
bad apparently no knowledge of the law of 
kindness, and the wonder is that the 
treatment she received did not completely 
crush her timid spirit. It did, however, 
produce an impression on her mind of the 
folly of treating children with harshness 
which was never erased. Had her parents 
known to what she was subjected, they 
would not have allowed it; but so great 
was the terror with which she was in­
spired, that she dare not tell them what 
she had to endure. But the darkest day 
bas an end, and the time at length arrived 
when she was put under a teacher of a 
different spirit, and school days became to 
her, what they ought always to be to all, 
days to be remembered with pleasure. 
Being the first-born of the family, she was 
at an early age required to watch over the 
younger members of it; and the kindness 
with which she discharged the duty is 
now remembered with gratitude. To her 
parents she was indeed loving and obe­
dient, while to those to whom she bore the 
relation of sister she was throughout life 
the confidant, counsellor, and comforter. 
About the year 1830 the church at Barton 
opened a house for the worship of God in 
her native village. She attended the 
place, and through the preaching of the 
word found Him whom, from childhood, 
her soul had yearned after. Having given 
herself to the Saviour, she resolved to give 
herself to His people; but there was a 
stumbling.block in the way. An engage­
m_ent had been previously entered into 
With one who knew not the Lord. Towards 
him she was strongly attached, and there 
~as everything in his circumstances to 
induce her to cleave to him. She sought 
to lead him to Jesus, but in vain. He 
refused to hearken to her counRel, and 
sp~k~ contemptuonsly and scornfully of 
religion. What was she to do? Sacrifice 
llft'eotion and prospects for the sake of Him 

who died for her? Yes I She was con­
vinced that was her dnty, and having 
sought help from God she discharged it. 
Her way being clear, she applied for 
admission into the church at Barton, was 
received, and baptized in Barlestone brook, 
June 22, 1833. Having pnt on Christ, she 
continued to walk in Him, and by her 
consistent deportment gained the esteem 
of all, but especially of her beloved pastor, 
the Rev. J. Derry, who in recommending 
her to the church at Cradley Heath, of 
which on her marriage in 1841 she became 
a member, wrote thns :-" Our highly 
esteemed sister, Mrs. Chamberlain, was an 
active and useful member with us, and we 
can truly say of her that we rejoiced in her 
fellowship with us from the first day until 
the last. We believe her to be an amiable, 
humble, and pious handmaid of Christ, 
and mercifully fitted by providence and 
grace for the situation she is called to 
occupy.'' Her subsequent conduct afforded 
abundant evidence or the correctness of her 
pastor's opinion concerning her. Doring 
her residence at Cradley Heath she bad 
mnch to try her. Everything around her 
was new. The people were excitable and 
fickle, and their social habits very different 
from any to which she had been accus­
tomed. Then the church was in a low 
state, and some of those whose duty it 
was to look after its temporal interests 
neglected them, and in consequence it was 
with difficulty the pastor could " provide 
things honest in the sight of all men ;'' 
but she not only cheerfully assisted him 
to bear his burdens, but did all she could 
towards obtaining those supplies the people 
failed to afford. 'l'o this she was partly 
prompted by her interest in the cause, 
and her desire for its prosperity. With all 
their defectR she loved the people, and 
left them with regret. In Sep tern ber, 
1845, she, with her husband, removed to 
I• leet, where she met with a hearty recep­
tion, and speedily found herself sur­
rounded with attached friends. This was 
gratifying to her feelings, and though as 
time passed on many of those who wel­
comed her among them were removed to 
a better world, yet she gained the affection 
of others who continued to prove the sin­
cerity of their love by doing everything 
they could to promote her comfort, even 
unto the end. During the last few years 
of her life she suffered severely, being 
seldom free from pain ; then there was 
ever present the apprehension of that 
fatal disease which terminated her earthly 
oareer, In the spring of 1868 she corn-
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plained of increasing weakness; but it 
was hoped that a visit to her native place 
would as it had done before, renew her 
strength. To that visit she looked for­
ward but before it could be· made the 
dise;se from which she suffered rapidly 
developed itself. Day and night she was 
racked with pain, and from day to day she 
wasted away. Still her kind and disin­
terested medical attendant (H. Ewen, 
Esq.) thought a change might be of bene~t. · 
A change was sought, but at the end of six 
weeks there was no improvement. On 
her return home she continued to decline, 
and was in a short time confined to her 
room. Then her spirits became somewhat 
depressed. "She did not feel that sweet 
assurance of the divine favour" it had been 
her happy lot to experience. ~ein~ told 
that this might arise from the disquietude 
of mind occasioned by her affliction, and 
directed to trust alone in Jesus, she was 
comforted. A brief respite from pain was 
also mercifully granted to her, but this 
was succeeded by paroxysms no words can 
describe. Amidst them, however, her 
mind was collected and calm, while her 
expressions of confidence in Him whom 
she addressed as her "Father and her 
all" increased in strength. Jesus was 
indeed her strength and her portion, and 
her desires were expressed in the oft 
repeated petitions, "0 my Saviour, let me 
hold thee fast.'' 

"Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
Till the storm of life is_past; 
Safe into the haven gmde, 
O receive my soul at last." 

He on whom she called heard her cries, 
and at length took her to Himself. She 
calmly passed away, Nov. 7, 1868 .. The 
severance of tender ties is always pamful. 
Those to whom she was near and dear, 
as thev looked upon her inanimate form, 
felt that the stroke was heavy, and ~et 
they could not but offer thanks to Him 
who had released her from b~r pain~, an~ 
repeat her last wo~ds, "It 1s. all right. 
She was interred m the burial ground 
connected with the chapel at Fleet by the 
Rev. T. Barrass, of Peterborough, . on 
Nov. 11, and by him her dea~h was im­
proved on the following Lords-day. On 
both occasions great m1mbers assembled 
together. Of the character of the departed 
much might be said. It would be easy to 
expatiate on her kindness a~d firma~~s, 
her self-sacrificing and devot10nal spmt, 
her confidence in God as the hearer of 
prayer, and conseq nent resignation to 
Him; but we content ourselves w1~~ say. 
ing that she obeyed the admomt10n­
" Whose adorning let it not be that out­
ward adorning of plaiting the ~air, and of 
wearing of ·gold or of putting on of 

apparel ; but Jet it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
great price.'' 

MALIN.-June 2, 1862, Mr. Joseph Malin, 
of Sbottle. He was one of " the excellent 
of the earth," and his name will surely he 
" in everlasting remembrance." Many 

·gentlemen of wealth and influence, of zeal 
and liberality, may be happily found in the 
church of Jesus; but where shall we look 
for one more meek and modest, more hos­
pitable and kind, more patient and perse­
vering, than the late Joseph Malin? The 
writer of this brief biographical notice was 
privileged to be his pastor more than eight 
years, and deeply did he feel bis loss when 
such sterling excellence was taken away. 
Mr. Malin was a deacon of the church 
(Wirksworth and Shottle). He was super­
intendent of the Sabbath school, reader of 
the hymns in the sanctuary, collector of 
the subscriptions for the cause, &c. His 
smiling countenance, his generous friend­
ship, his deep humility, his spiritual con­
versation, and the rest, will never be for. 
gotten. The Lord be praised for such 
worthy men I Oh that they might be mul­
tiplied by millions I Mr. M. was remark­
ably calm and confiding on his death-bed. 
He gave expression to some beautiful 
thoughts, and closed his eyes at length in 
Christian peace and love I His funeral 
sermon was preached from the following 
words, which he had emphatically uttered 
a short time before he gave up the ghost 
-" Jesus only" (Matt. :x:vii. 8). Mr. Malia 
left two daughters and one son, all of 
whom the writer had the pleasure of bap­
tizing and receiving into the church. May 
they " stand fast in the Lord." Mrs. 
Malin died in peace and hope several 
years before her husband. T. Y. 

UNDERWOOD.-May 17, at the house of 
his oldest daughter, Burton-on-Trent, 
Thomas Underwood, father of W. Under­
wood, D.D., of Cbilwell College, aged !JO 
years. He was interred in the burying­
ground belonging to the BaptiBt chapel, 
Wymeswold, in which village he bad occu­
pied one house nearly seventy years. He 
retained all his faculties to the last, and 
calmly expired in the hope of eternal life. 

PEoK.-April 12, aged one day, Kate 
Peck; also, May 1, aged Ii½ years, Beatrice 
Annie Peck; also, May 3, nged 2 years 
and 1 month, Maude Mary Peck-beloved 
children of Joseph and Mary Peck, Not­
tingham. 

WHITMEE. - May 13, at Barrowden, 
Mary wife of William Wbitmee, a mem­
ber of the church at Barrowclen, aged 00 
years. 
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itissiona:rg Q9hstrbtr. 
ADDRESS OF THE REV. W. IDLL, OF BARTON FABIS, AT THE 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 

Foa several years it has been usual, at 
the Annual Meeting of the " Bible 
Translation Society," to invite one of 
our brethren to speak and represent 
"the General Baptist Missionary So­
ciety." At the recent meeting held at 
Kingsgate Chapel, Holborn, this duty 
was very effectively discharged by 
brother W. Hill, of Barton. At the 
suggestion of the Rev. A. Powell, the 
Secretary of the Translation Society, 
we have pleasure in transferrin~ to our 
pages the greater portion of Mr. Hill's 
speech. 

We would also take the opportunity 
of impressing upon oar readers the claims 
of the Bible Translation Society upon 
the General Baptists. Only a few days 
previously to the' Annual Meeting, 
brethren J. C. Pike and W. Hill at­
tended the Committee Meeting of the 
Society, when, upon their representa­
tions, a vote of £150 was cheerfully 
granted in aid of oar Oriya translations 
for the current year. 

The Rev. W. H1LL, (formerly mis­
sionary in Orissa) seconded the first 
resolution, and said-The Society, whose 
object is the translation, printing, and 
circalation of the Word or God, must 
have a claim upon oar sympathy aud 
support. Aud if, sir, there is one Bible 
Society more worthy of our support than 
another, it is that which endeavours in 
every sentence and every word to make 
known what is the mind of the Spirit, 
aud which seeks, without addition or 
diminution, to give to the different na­
tions of the earth " the truth as it is in 
Jesus." Far be it from me to utter a 
single word in depreciation of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society-a society 
which has accomplished an untold amount 
of good-and to which all sections of the 
Christian church are greatly indebted ; 
but, as through the action of that society 
(his b,·came a necessity, a few words in 
Justification of its existence, in illustra­
~ion of i~s usefulness, and in advocacy of 
Its claims, may not be inappropriate on 
the present occasion. That there are 
those who do not see the necessity of 
this society I am perfectly aware; and 

only a few months ago a clergyman of 
the Church of England told me of a Bap­
tist minister-one well acquainted with 
the language of Germany-who considers 
this Society a mistake. But having, sir, 
as a missionary, been compelled to an 
opposite conclusion, I shall briefly refer 
to a few facts which have come within 
my own observation. 

When I was labouring in Orissa 
several years ago, it was fonnd that our 
supply of New Testaments in Orissa 
was completely exhausted. For the 
children in oar orphanages, the native 
christians belonging to our community, 
or for inquirers from the heathen, we did 
not possess a single copy. By a native 
gentleman I was offered three rupees, or 
six shillings, for a copy, but had not one 
that I could dispose of. Moch, therefore, 
as a new edition was needed, yet to print 
it we had no funds, and to apply to the 
Committee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society was utterly futile, as they 
had declared more than once, in answer 
to the memorials presented, that unless 
we would remove the word " dubana," 
which signifies to immerse, and insert 
the Greek word "baptizo," which to the 
Ori~sas signifies nothing, they would not 
afford any pecuniary assistance. Though 
it was a fact that our field of labour was 
as large as England, and contained 
millions of inhabitants; that it was a 
stronghold of Hindooism, and that 011 

its shores there stood the celebrated 
temple of J uggernath, which was visited 
by pilgrims from all parts of India; 
though it was a fact that our translation 
of the New Testament was the only one 
that had ever been made, that we were 
the only Protestant missionaries in the 
province, and that unless the people re­
ceived the Gospel from us they must 
pass into eternity without it; though it 
was a fact that under similar circum­
stances the committee of the British antl 
Foreign llible Society had, for "pruden­
tial relllion.~," relaxed their own rule, and 
contrary to their express declarations, 
had aided versions in which the word 
baptizo had been translatetl-trauslatcd 
by words which signify to wash and to 
pour; nay, had even afforded help to 
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Roman Catholic versions in which pen­
ance, pnrgatory, prayers to saints, and 
other doctrinal errors were inculcated ; 
yet no assistance would they afford us 
unless we would remove the word which 
signified immerse. Placed in such cir­
cumstances, what could we do? Could 
we, in order to obtain pecuniary help, 
have removed a word which, in the 
opinion of the most eminent scholars, 
was a correct rendering of the word 
baptizo-a word which had been inserted 
by the prince of translators, Dr. Carey, 
and approved by the not less learned 
Dr. Yates-a word which for upwards 
of fifty years had been printed in every 
edition of the New Testament and cir­
culated all over the province ? Could 
we in its stead have inserted a Greek 
word-Greek in a donble sense-and so 
contrary to our convictions, have become 
parties to conceal instead of reveal the 
mind of the Spirit? No, sir, much as 
assistance was req aired, we could not, 
dare not, accept it on the condition that 
we would tamper with the word of God. 
But, suppose for a moment that we had 
conformed to the rule laid down by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. See­
ing a new and incomprehensible word, 
our native preachers and christians would 
have come to ns somewhat after this 
manner, " Sahib, or sir, in this new 
edition of the ' Holy Book' there is a 
word we do not anderstand-BAPT1zo­
what does it mean ?" To such an in­
quiry what reply could we have given P 
Could we have stated that, unlike every 
other word, it had meanings of the most 
opposite character; that it meant to 
sprinkle or to pour, to wash or to bathe; 
that it was a word which partook very 
much of the nature of gutta percha or 
vulcanized India-rubber, which might 
be twisted into any shape, a(ld might be 
made to signify anything or nothing, 
according to the fancy of different in­
dividuals P As conscientious men we 
mast have said that in our opinion it 
signified "to immerse." With no little 
astonishment the remark would then 
have been made, " Why do you remove 
a word we did nnrlerstand, and insert 
one we do not?" The fact is, we must 
have said, there is a society in England 
that will afford us help only on these 
conditions. Then, with considerable be­
wilderment, and with a confidence greatly 
sliaken in the integrity of th<l missionary, 
if not in the truthfulness of christianity, 
the remark would have been made, "Are 

we. then, to understand that christian 
teachers, like Hindoo brahmius, have the 
power to keep back or to conceal a por­
tion of what they declare to be the Word 
of God." Unwilling, therefore, to act 
contrary to our convictions, or to place 
ourselves in so false a position before 
the people, we determined to apply to 
this society for help. Promptly and 
liberally you rendered us assistance. It 
fell to my lot to carry the edition through 
the press; and now, on behalf of my 
brethren, I tender yon my sincere and 
hearty thanks. 

In illustration of the usefulness of the 
translations of this Society, I will briefly 
allude to the conversion of a man who is 
now a native preacher in Orissa. When 
a Hindoo he was employed as "sirdar­
bearer," or head servant to an English 
magistrate in the vicinity of Calcutta. 
Happening one day to open a Bengali 
Bible which lay upon a table, he was 
seen by the lady of the house in the act 
of reading it. He was asked by this 
pious lady if he would like to possess a 
copy, and on his replying in the affirma­
tive, a copy of the Scriptures in Bengali 
was procured and presented to him. 
With great and increasing pleasure he 
peru.sed it day by day, and delighted in 
it as one that had found precious spoil. 

,At length his master was appointed 
Commissioner of Cattack, whither he 
accompanied him, and thence to Pooree, 
where the celebrated temple of Jagger­
nath is situated. As he was the head 
servant of the chief authority of the 
province, and hoping through him to 
influence his master in their favour, the 
canning priests granted him free and 
unrestricted access to the temple. En­
tering one day into the principal apart• 
ment, where J uggernath was seated 
upon his throne, he looked into the idol's 
face, and while doing so there flashed 
into his mind a passage he had read in 
his Bible-" They have mouths, but 
they speak not: eyes have they, b~t 
they see not." Grave doubts as to his 
divinity were at once suggested to l11s 
mind, but having from a child been 
taught to reverence him as God, he 
could not at once rid himself of the idea. 
He determined, therefore, to put Jug­
gernath to the test, and, if he perished, 
to perish knowing that he was i::od. A 
more daring experiment, and on~ 1_n~re 
likely to stir up any latent d1vw1ty 
which might reside in his godship, could 
scarcely be imagined, for, having pro• 
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cured the bone of a cow-a most unclean 
and detestable object-be went and 
placed it among the sacred rice which 
Jay before the idol. Absurd though it 
may seem to as, yet to him it was a 
critical time; and not feeling quite cer­
tain whether, after all, J uggernatb might 
not be God, and, in return for the gross 
insult offered him, strike him deaf or 
dumb, blind or dead, be passed a sleep­
less, restless night Most anxiously did 
be desire the morning, and when, 11t 
length, the day did appear, and no harm 
bad happened, bis doubts as to J ugger­
natb's divinity were strengthened. Not 
being quite satisfied, however, be deter­
mined to test him once more. Another 
bone was concealed in his clothes; this 
he took and laid upon the altar where 
burnt offerings were presented. With 
considerable though less trepidation than 
before be returned to bis house, and as 
no evil results followed, be was fully 
satisfied that, instead of J oggernath 
being the Lord of the world, be was 
nothing more than a wooden image. In 
consequence of bones having been tlis­
covered in the temple the city became 
all of an uproar. The ponderous heaps 
of boiled rice w~re all polluted, and in­
stead of being eaten by the brabmins, or 
sold to the pilgrims, bad to be carried out 
of the temple, and thrown to the sacred 
bulls which wandered about the streets. 
By purifying the temple, and saying that 
the bones bad been carried in by the 
birds, the priests got over theaifficnlty. 
But to return. On tb~ man's return 
with his master to Cuttack, be began to 
go occasionally and stand in the veran­
dah of the mission chapel in order to 
hear the gospel. This he tlid until his 
master was appointed a judge of the 
Supreme Court in Calcutta, whither he 
aguin removed with him. In a while 
after he determined publicly to profess 
Ci1rist, and waa baptized in the Collini;a 
B~ptist chapel by Mr. Stubbins. For 
several years after bis conversion he 
remained in the service of the same gen­
tl~man. When sick hD Rccompanied 
lum to EnglRnd, aud continued with him 
till his death. Shortly afterwards he 
returned to OrissR, Rnd expresRed a wish 
to spend the remainder of his life in 
making Christ kuown amon~ his fcllow­
countrymen. He was at fir,t cmploye,1 
as II colportenr, on less than half the 
salary be received when iu service, Rud 
for _several years has been engaged as a 
native preacher. Since then several of 

bis famlly have joined our cbristian 
community, and what will be the results 
eternity alone will declare. 

Thus by degrees the light of life is 
spreading ; the son of righteousness is 
rising with healing in his wings. But as 
yet the masses, thfl millions of India, are 
sitting in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. Troe, they have a country with 
vast dimensions, magnificent scenery, 
and inexhaustible resources; they have 

•a religion which comes down from the 
dim past, and incorporates peoples of 
different tribes and languages ; they 
have gods which are numbered by hun­
dreds of millions, in which every passion 
of man and principle of nature is deified; 
they have temples which have withstood 
the storms of a thousand years, on which 
wealth and work have been lavished 
with no unsparing hand; they have 
books of immense antiquity, some of 
which were written berore the Psalms of 
David; they have ceremonies of endless 
variety and countless in number, pil­
grimages and penances, bathings and 
washings; feastings and fastings, offerings 
for children before they are born, and 
offerings for parents after they are dead; 
but, possessing all these, they are still 
without a knowledge of God the Father, 
they are still without a fountain for sin 
and uncleanness, they are still without a 
Mediator between God and man, they 
are still without II model by which to 
fashion their lives, they are still without 
hope of futnre blessedness-in a word, 
they are "without Christ." 

When rounding the Cape of Good 
Hope, on my return to England, the 
captain of our noble ship pointed out the 
direction of the Lagullas light, with the 
remark, "It is one of the fiuest things 
in the world. Before that light-house 
was erected," he continued, "many a 
poor fellow, thinking he had rounded the 
Cape, ran his ship on thD rocks, and 
found a watery grave." If, then, the 
erection of a light-house for the guidance 
of the tempcst-tos:ied mariner be an im­
portant object, not less importaut i, the 
translation and publication of the light of 
lifc-tlrn gloriou~ gospel of the blessed 
God. If, however, the li~ht is to shine 
across the stormy waters, it lllll:it come 
forth from tlHl light-house uuobstrncted 
by any shaJe, undimmed hy semi­
trnnsparcnt glass. So in our transla­
tions, if we would shed a light across tho 
ocean of life, and euablD tho sin-tossed 
traveller to eternity to see his dauger 
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Roman Catholic versions in which pen­
ance, pnrgatory, prayers to saints, and 
other doctrinal errors were inculcated ; 
yet no assistance would they afford us 
unless we would remove the word which 
signified immerse. Placed in such cir­
cumstances, what could we do? Could 
we, in order to obtain pecuniary help, 
have removed a word which, in the 
opinion of the most eminent scholars, 
was a correct rendering of the word 
baptizo-a word which had been inserted 
by the prince of translators, Dr. Carey, 
and approved by the not less learned 
Dr. Yates-a word which for upwards 
of fifty years had been printed in every 
edition of the New Testament and cir­
culated all over the province ? Could 
we in its stead have inserted a Greek 
word-Greek in a doable sense-and so 
contrary to our convictions, have become 
parties to conceal instead of reveal the 
mind of the Spirit? No, sir, much as 
assistance was reqnired, we could not, 
dare not, accept it on the condition that 
we would tamper with the word of God. 
But, suppose for a moment that we had 
conformed to the rule laid down by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. See­
ing a new and incomprehensible word, 
onr native preachers and christians wonld 
have come to as somewhat after this 
manner, " Sahib, or sir, in this new 
edition of tbe ' Holy Book' there is a 
word we do not understand-BAPT1zo­
what does it mean ?" To such an in­
quiry what reply could we have given? 
Could we have stated that, unlike every 
other word, it had meanings of the most 
opposite character; that it meant to 
sprinkle or to pour, to wash or to bathe; 
that it was a word which partook very 
much of the nature of gutta percha or 
vulcanized India-robber, which might 
be twisted into any shape, a~d might be 
made to signify anything or nothing, 
according to the fancy of different in­
dividuals? As conscientious men we 
mast have said that in our opinion it 
signified "to immerse." With no little 
astonishment the remark would then 
have been made, " Why do you remove 
a word we did an<lerstand, and insert 
one we do not ?" The fact is, we must 
have said, there is a society in England 
that will afford us help only on these 
conditions. Then, with considerable be­
wihlennent, and with a confidence greatly 
sbaken in the integrity of th(l missionary, 
if not in the truthfulness of christianity, 
the remark would have been made, "Are 

we, then, to understand that christian 
teachers, like Hindoo brahmins, have the 
power to keep back or to conceal a por­
tion of what they declare to be the Word 
of God." Unwilling, therefore, to act 
contrary to our convictions, or to place 
ourselves in so false a position before 
the people, we determined to apply to 
this society for help. Promptly and 
liberally you rendered ns assistance. It 
fell to my lot to carry the edition through 
the press: and now, on behalf of my 
brethren, I tender you my sincere and 
hearty thanks. 

In illustration of the usefulness of the 
translations of this Society, I will briefly 
allude to the conversion of a man who is 
now a native preacher in Orissa. When 
a Hindoo he was employed as "sirdar­
bearer," or head servant to an English 
magistrate in the vicinity of Calcutta. 
Happening one day to open a Bengali 
Bible which lay upon a table, he was 
seen by the lady of the house in the act 
of reading it. He was asked by this 
pious lady if he would like to possess a 
copy, and on his replying in the affirma­
tive, a copy of the Scriptures in Bengali 
was procured and presented to him. 
With great and increasing pleasure he 
peru.sed it day by day, and delighted in 
it as one that had found precious spoil. 

,At length his master was appointed 
Commissioner of Cattack, whither he 
accompanied him, and thence to Pooree, 
where the celebrated temple of Jugger• 
nath is situated. As he was the head 
servant of the chief authority of the 
province, and hoping through him to 
influence his master in their favour, the 
cunning priests granted him free and 
unrestricted access to the temple. En• 
tering oue day into the principal apart• 
ment, where Juggernath was seated 
upon his throne, he looked into the idol's 
face, and while doing so there flashed 
into his mind a passage he had read in 
his Bible-" They have mout.hs, but 
they speak not: eyes have they, b~t 
they see not." Grave doubts as to h~s 
divinity were at once suggested to lus 
mind, but having from a child been 
taught to reverence him as God, he 
could not at once rid himself of the idea. 
He determined, therefore, to put Jug­
gernath to the test, and, if he perL,hed, 
to perish knowing that he was i:od. A 
more daring experiment, and on~ ~1~re 
likely to stir up any latent d1vw1ty 
which might reside in bis godship, could 
scarcely be imagined, for, having pro· 
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eared the bone of a cow-a most unclean 
and detestable object-be went and 
placed it among the sacred rice which 
Jay before the idol. Absurd though it 
may seem to us, yet to him it was a 
critical time; and not feeling quite cer­
tain whether, after all, J uggernath might 
not be God, and, in return for the gross 
insult offered him, strike him deaf or 
dumb, blind or dead, he passed a sleep­
less, restless night Most anxiously did 
be desire the morning, and when, 11t 
length, the day did appear, and no harm 
bad happened, his doubts as to J ugger­
nath's divinity were strengthened. Not 
being quite satisfied, however, be deter­
mined to test him once more. Another 
bone was concealed in his clothes; this 
be took and laid upon the altar where 
burnt offerings were presented. With 
considerable though less trepidation than 
before be returned to bis house, and as 
no evil results followed, he was fully 
satisfied that, instead of J uggernatb 
being the Lord of the world, be was 
nothing more than a wooden image. In 
consequence of bones having been dis­
covered in the temple the city became 
all of au uproar. The ponderous heaps 
of boiled rice w~re all polluted, and in­
stead of being eaten by the brabmius, or 
sold to the pilgrims, had to be carried out 
of the temple, and thrown to the sacred 
bulls which wandered about the streets. 
By purifying the temple, and saying that 
the bones had been carried iu by the 
birds, the priests got over the-difficulty. 
But to return. On th~ man's return 
with his master to Cuttack, he began to 
go occasionally and stand in the veran­
dah of the mission chapel iu order to 
hear the gospel. This he did until his 
master was appointed a judge of the 
Supreme Court in Calcutta, whither he 
again removed with him. In a while 
after he determined publicly to profess 
Christ, and was baptized in the CollinJ:la 
Baptist chapel by Mr. Stubbins. For 
several years after bis conversion he 
remained in the service of the same gen­
tl~man. When sick be accompanied 
him to England, and continued with him 
till his death. Shortly afterwards he 
returned to Orissa, and expressed a wish 
to apend the remainder of his life in 
making Christ known amon~ his fcllow­
couutrymen. He was at first employed 
as II colportenr, on less than half the 
salary he received when in servicr, and 
for _several years has been engaged as a 
native preacher. Since then several of 

bis family have joined oar christian 
community, and what will be the results 
eternity alone will declare. 

Thus by degrees the light of life is 
spreading; the sun of righteousness is 
rising with healing in his wings. But as 
yet the masses, the millions of India, are 
sitting in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. True, they have a country with 
vast dimensions, magnificent scenery, 
and inexhaustible resources; they have 

•a religion which comes down from the 
dim past, and incorporates peoples of 
different tribes and languages; they 
have gods which are numbered by hun­
dreds of millions, in which every passion 
of man and principle of nature is deified; 
they have temples which have withstood 
the storms of a thousand years, on which 
wealth and work have been lavished 
with no unsparing band; they have 
books of immense antiquity, some of 
which were written before the Psalms of 
David; they have ceremonies of endless 
variety and countless in number, pil­
grimages and penances, batbings and 
washings; feastings and fastings, offerings 
for children before they are born, and 
offerings for parents after they are dead ; 
but, possessing all these, they are still 
without a knowledge of God the Father, 
they are still without a fountain for sin 
and uncleanness, they are still without a 
Mediator between God and man, they 
are still without a model by which to 
fashion their lives, they are still without 
hope of fatnre blessedness-in a word, 
they are "without Christ." 

When rounding the Cape of Good 
Hope, on my return to England, the 
captain of our noble ship pointed out the 
direction of the Lagullas light, with the 
remark, "It is one of the finest things 
in the world. Before that light-house 
was erected," he continued, "many a 
poor follow, thinking he had rounded the 
Cape, ran his ship ou the rocks, and 
found a watery grave." If, then, the 
erection of a light-house for the guid,rnce 
of the tempest-tossed mariner bo an im­
portant object, not less impurtaut is the 
translation and publication of the light of 
life-the izlorion~ gospel of the ble8sed 
God. If, however, the li~ht is to sl1ine 
across the stormy waters, it must cumo 
forth from the light-house unobstructed 
by any shaJc, undimmed by semi­
transparent glas~. So in 0111· trausla­
tiong, if we would shed a light across the 
ocean of life, and euable the sin-tossed 
traveller to eternity to sec his dauger 
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and his refoge, it must be in clear and 
unmistakeable terms. Transfer instead 
of translate Greek words, and you put a 
shade before the lamp, you put an ex­
tinguisher upon the light. True, the 
transference of a single word may seem 
a small matter ; but is it not in conse­
quence of the transference instead of the 
translation of this very word in our 
English version that errors have crept 
into the church, that bitter and endless 
controversies have taken place, and that 
many have been misguided, if not eter­
nally ruined P If, then, we would free 
ourselves of the responsibility of keeping 
back any part of God's word-if we 
would guide instead of perplex the 
heathen-if we would prevent instead of 
introduce controversy on the mode and 
subjects of baptism-if we would save 
the church in the East from many of the 
errors which have marred it in the West 
-let os determine that to the utmost of 
our ability they shall bave pure light of 
truth, not under the cover of a Grecian 
shade, but in words so clear and unmis­
takeable that he who runs may read, and 
he who reads may understand. 

THE BOX OF ARTICLES SENT 
FROM DERBY TO BERHAMPORE. 

THE Friends who contributed towards a 
box of articles for sale in Orissa will be 
interested in hearing that a letter has been 
received from the Rev. G. Taylor announc. 
ing its safe arrival. It was thought best 

to send it to Berhampore, as the Cuttack 
friends had just received so kind and 
liberal a supply from Scotland. Mr. T. 
writes from Rumbah, on his way to Ber. 
hampore from Cuttaok, March 11:-

" Very many thanks to yourself and fel. 
low-helpers to the 'Box' for a bazaar-for 
the lively and practical interest you have 
thus manifested in our work for the Lord 
in Orissa. Be assured our hearts have 
been greatly encouraged by your remem. 
brance of us, while the funds we hope to 
realize from the goods sent will be most 
helpful to the cause and instrumental in 
extending the Redeemer's kingdom in 
these parts. So long was it delayed in 
Calcutta that the package did not reach 
Berhampore until the day before we left 
for· Conference; indeed we were detained 
a day on its acc0unt. We had it opened 
before we left, and you will be glad to hear 
that everything appeared in excellent order. 
We propose to have the Bazaar as early 
after we reach home as practicable, after 
which Mrs. To.ylor hopes to write you full 
particulars. I rejoice to tell you that the 
hand of the Lord has been graciously 
mad~ bare 'among us during the year past; 
prec10us souls have been brought to Christ, 
and careless ones have been aroused to a 
sense of danger. I think we have been 
favoured with a greater number of bap­
tisms than Berhampore has ever experi­
enced in the same period. Several of our 
poor famine orphans have found a Father 
in the mighty God, and o. Saviour in Christ 
Jesus, while several more are hopeful in­
quirers. Pray, dear friend, that the Lord 
may &how us yet greater things." 

joni:gn Jdttrs ~tctifrtb. 
BERH..I.MPORE.-G. Taylor, April 15. 
CUTTA.CK.-T. Bailey, April 8. I CUTT..I.OK.-J. Buckley, April 1, 9, 16. 

PIPLEE.-Mrs. Goa.dby, April 5, 

([' ontri:huti:on s 
RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT OF THE GENERAL BAPTIST MISSIONARY SociETY, 

FROM APRIL 20th, TO MAY 20th, 1869. 
£ s. d~ 

Berkhampstead ... ... 18 14 10 
Castle Donington-on 

account . .. ... 18 0 0 
Chesbam ... .. . 50 17 10 
Coalville ... ... ... 1 10 11½ 
Earl Shilton ... 2 10 2 
Ford .. ... ... 20 10 8 
Hitchin - by Miss 

John•on ... ... ... 1 4 0 
Leeds, North Street-

Juvenile Society ... 22 1 6 
Leicester, Archdeacon 

Lane... ... ... ... 1 O 5½ 

£ s. d. 
Lynn - Miss Graves, 

for orphan .. . .. . 2 10 O 
London-

Miss Dunbar .. . 0 10 0 
Maj or Farran .. . 2 0 0 

Nottmghrun-
.llf wn.yjteld Road 7 5 3 

s:01n~fS st'.'~.et ::: ::: 1: ~ l 
Sutton llonington and 

N ormanton . .. 2 11, 5 
Wendovcr ... ... ... 8 2 10 
Whittlesea ... ... ... 1 10 7 

£ s. d. 
Wisbeoh-on account 30 0 O 
Wolvey ... ... ... ... 14 1 0 

NOTE, - In the entry Inst 
month, Louth, Eastuate, £15 7s, 

, of the amount should have Ileen 
ackuowlcdged '"" received from 

' ]lfaltby, As tho particulars hnd 
I not Ileen forwarcled, this wus 
1 not known, until n. corrcspon­
! dent from l\faltlly calle,l uttcn· 
tion to the matter. 

Subscriptions and Donations in nid of the General Baptist Missionary Society will be thnnkfullY 
received by T. HILL, Esq., Baker Street, Nottingham, 'froasurer; am! by the Rov. J.C. Pr.KB 
and the Rev. H. WILKINSON, Secretaries, Leicester, from whom also Missionary Boxes, Collootwg 
Books, and Cards may be obtllined. 
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A TOUR IN THE EAST. 

BY DR. BURNS. 

(.Abridged from the Evening Stai·.) 

Suen a tour as I have to describe 
was undertaken in former ages only 
by crowned heads, wealthy grandees, 
or by influential pilgpms. Many 
months, and often years, were spent 
in its accomplishment, and it was 
accounted a grand life event when 
successfully completed. Now, by 
railroads and first-class steamers, we 
safely effect the round of Eastern 
places in ten or twelve weeks, and 
by the principle of co-operation it 
can be done by persons of moderate 
means at a compm·atively small ex­
pense. Mr. Thomas Cook, whose 
fame as an excursionist is well 
known, announced that he had ar­
ranged two excursions, the first oc­
cupying three months, to spend a 
month on the Nile, and the other to 
join them at Cairo, to be completed 
in ten weeks. I joined the second 
party at Paris on February 23, and 
left by express train for Macon on 
the evening of the 24th. We then 
proceeded to Culoz, Chambery, and 
St. Michel. Here we were trans­
ferred to the carriages of the Fell 
railway over Mont Cenis, and had a 
full view of that magnificent line. 
On reaching Susa we were trans-
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ferred to the Italian line, and reached 
Turin about half-past twelve mid­
night. Resting at Turin over the 
Friday, we left on Saturday morning, 
via Bologna and Rimini, for Ancona, 
which we reached at about eight in 
the evening. Here we stayed over 
the Sunday, our company having 
religious service in the saloon of 
the hotel in the forenoon, while I 
preached in the small church in the 
afternoon. In the evening we had 
to take train for Brindisi, in order 
to catch the steamer for Alexandria 
next day. We arrived at Brindisi 
on the forenoon of March 1st, in 
the midst of a perfect hunicane of 
rain and wind, so that it was with 
difficulty we could get out to see the 
Cathedral, Hadrian's column, and 
the supposed house of Virgil. No 
place I ever saw looked more dreary 
under those circumstances than 
Brindisi. At half-past five o'clock 
we went on board the Italian com­
pany's steamer, in the midst of a 
tempest and heavy sea. For two 
days we experienced the effects of 
the raging gale. When forty miles 
from land our masts were encrusted 
with fine sand, which had come with 
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head winds from the Egyptian desert. 
On Friday morning, about ten oclock, 
we entered the animated Bay of 
Alexrtndria. Now we had reached 
African soil ; but in the groups of 
every coloured humanity we seemed 
to have arrived at the central quarter 
of the world. The scores of boats 
with the eccentric costumes, and 
almost no costumes of the various 
boatmen excited our utmost curi­
osity. The jabberation kept up was 
utterly confounding. Here Mr. 
Cook's admirable system came into 
play, and gave us relief. The com­
missioner came on board, and took 
us and our baggage under his ex­
press care, and with his selected 
boats we were soon at the custom­
house, then in a few minutes were 
conveyed by omnibus and carriages 
to the European Hotel, situated in 
the centre of the city. It was re­
freshing to get possession of large, 
cool, and thoroughly clean apart­
ments ; and never was better accom­
modation anywhere than in this 
well-conducted hotel, where civility, 
a good table, and thrice-filtered de­
licious Nile water was amply sup­
plied. But who can describe the 
perpetual crowds in front of the 
hotel ? The fine fountain of water, 
and the water-carriers-the hundreds 
of donkeys, and their gaunt men 
or ragged attendants-the plying 
coaches-the handsome carriages, 
with their running, bare-footed 
heralds, generally clothed in white, 
with long staff, going before and 
clearing the way-the hawkers-the 
stallmen on the side walks-the 
afflicted beggars-the curious ba­
zaars, with their variety of wares, 
ornamental or useful, and where 
bread, fruits, and fish were in such 
large quantities. Go out on foot, 
and at once from ten to twenty 
donkcyteers assail you, and give 
both you and their donkeys the most 
extraordinary titles-" Gentleman," 
" Captain," " Sir," and sometimes 
"Mum;" here is a donkey, "Bob 

Ridley," or this is "Lord Palmer­
ston; or this is" John Bright;" or 
this is the donkey that goes faster 
than the wind-and then they fol­
low you, dodge every step you take, 
and for thirty or forty minutes in 
succession, until, wearied out, you 
seek refuge again in your hotel. 
During the day we visited Cleopa­
tra's Needle, Pompey's Pillar, and 
the public gardens, and some of our 
party paid a visit to the Catacombs. 
Handsome black N ubians, half­
dressed Arabs, singularly-featured 
Egyptians of the lower order, Ar­
menians, Turks, Greeks, Germans, 
Italians, English, and French, with 
every other conceivable mixture, 
supplied material for reflection. I 
may add that European articles of 
dress are as cheap in Alexandria as 
in London ; many things, of course, 
better suited for tourists in that 
climate. In Alexandria there is a 
well-sustained English church, and 
St. Andrew's kirk-a handsome 
building, which is in connection 
with the Church of Scotland. Be­
sides a British post office, there is a 
depot of English works, as well as 
foreign publications, conducted by a 
Glasgow firm. In the course of our 
sojourn I witnessed two funerals­
one belonging to the Greek Church, 
and the other connected with the 
Latin, in which the babe corpse was 
exposed, with its tiny hands across 
its breast, over which the coffin lid 
would be placed when they laid it 
in its last earthly resting-place. 
Another novelty was · a torchlight 
wedding party, where a limping, ill­
favoured fellow was surrounded by a 
crowd of persons, with music play­
ing, as he went forth to claim his 
much-honoured bride. I observed 
in one of the cafes an assembly of 
working men, listening to a reader 
who was elevated above them, and 
in whose story they seemed deeply 
interested. Among the unpleasant 
impressions :nade in Alexandria on 
the English visitor is the open ex-
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posure in shop windows of the most 
abominable photographs that were 
ever seen. But we must hasten on 
to Cairo, the metropolis of Egypt. 
The railroad from Alexandria is well 
worked, and the one hundred and 
thirty miles by express train is 
effected in fonr-and-a-half hours. 
The whole distance is one flat plain, 
with numerous towns and villages 
on both sides the line. At a dis­
tance these often present an im­
posing appearance, but as you ap­
proach the illusion is dispelled ; the 
houses are usually square, mud­
walled erections, low entrances, win­
dowless, and miserable in the extreme 
-they are not fit even for the shelter 
of their cattle ; and the outward 
wretchedness of the people seems in 
perfect harmony with them. Cairo, 
with its mosques and minarets and 
imposing buildings, impressed us 
favourably. Before reaching the 
city we had a distinct view of the 
Pyramids, which seemed to be close 
to the subnrbs of the city, but are 
really eight or nine miles off. In 
Cairo we visited the bazaars, several 
of the mosques, churches of the 
Easterns, Latins, and Copts, mu­
seums, palaces, and schools. It was 
pleasing to meet with boys in the 
streets who could speak good Eng­
lish. We arrived at the Pyramids 
between ten and eleven in the fore­
noon, under a blazing sun, and soon 
the Arabs provided by the Sheikh 
were ready to give their necessary 
aid in our ascent. Most of these 
could speak tolerably good English, 
and we found them good-natured 
fellows. With one taking hold of 
each hand, and a lesser one with his 
water-bottle in the rear, we com­
menced the upward march, and with 
three or four• short rests the task 
was accomplished. The height is 
467ft. Many of the steps are three 
feet and upwards, so that there is 
no little toil in gaining the summit. 
~any of om party, with magnesium 
hghts, went within, but the air was 

so foul and the heat so oppressive, 
that I was contented with the ex­
terior. The Sphynx, and some deep 
recent explorations, were visited. 
We then gave backsheesh to the Arabs, 
bought some idols, coins, and other 
curiosities, and afterwards enjoyed 
the excellent lunch provided for us. 
A French party offered a prize of a 
napoleon to the Arab who should 
first reach the top of the Pyramid 
and descend again. A number com­
peted, and one rather aged man ac­
complished the ascent in four minutes, 
and the descent in three-and-a-half. 
The hotels in Cairo number one or 
two good ones, some very indifferent, 
and others wretchedly bad. We re­
turned on Thursday to Alexandria. 
We now took our passage in the 
Vesta, for J affa, calling at Port 
Sayd. The whole day was spent in 
viewing the entrance to this mag­
nificent ship canal, and examining 
the prodigious dredging machines 
employed. The town of Port Sayd 
has sprung up 1n connection with 
this great undertaking, and consists 
of several streets of wooden cafes 
and liquor and other stores. On 
Sunday evening we got out to sea, 
and next morning were before J affa. 
Except in very fine weather the 
landing is extremely difficult, and 
often passengers have to go on to 
Beyrout. The day (March 13) was 
excessively hot, so that in visiting 
the various places of interest we 
began to feel the change of climate. 
The orange and lemon groves around 
J affa are most beautiful, and the 
fruit seemed to be in greatest abun­
dance. Of course we visited the 
house of Simon the Tanner, where 
Peter had his vision, and wandered 
over the American colony in the 
suburbs. Good buildings and gar­
dens attracted our attention, but 
the fanaticism, and, what is worse, 
the bad faith of some of the origi­
nators of this semi-secular and Chris­
tian settlement, have brought the 
Christian religion into contempt 
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with the natives of Jaffa. On Mon­
day enning we began our tent life, 
and our party was composed of the 
following materials :-Twelve tents, 
sixty-nine horses and mules, twenty­
nine men, two dragomcn, and twenty­
six gentlemen and lady travellers. 
The appointment and choice of 
horses settled, we set our faces 
towards J erusale111 on Tuesday morn­
ing about ten o'clock ; lunched at 
Ramleh, and about five pitched our 
tents near a brook close to the Val­
ley of Ajalon. Our days ride had 
been over the plains of Sharon, liter­
ally covered with the most beautiful 
flowers. Wednesday morning we 
were on our way, with glowing ex­
pectations of seeing the Holy City 
early in the afternoon. At twelve 
we lunched at Kirjath-Gearim, where 
the Ark of the Lord lodged for many 
years. Then we passed Emmaus, 
beautifully situated on the hill-side, 
and about half-past two came in 
sight of Jerusalem itself. 

The day of our entrance into 
Jerusalem was fine, the sky clear, 
and the first impression of the city 
deeply interesting. Our company 
camped outside the walls near to the 
Damascus gate, and by five o'clock 
all our tents were fixed, and most of 
our party were viewing the interior. 
A visit to the English Consul and 
to Mount Zion, with a call upon the 

'clergymen residing there, and a 
glance at some of the dreary streets, 
satisfied us for the evening of that 
day. Afterwards we saw the chief 
things of interest to strangers. On 
the Sunday we had heavy rains and 
wind, and the visit to the Mosque of 
Omar was paid under trying circum­
stances. In the evening I had the 
delight of worshipping in the English 
Protestant Church on Mount Zion. 
We saw, too, some of the explora­
tions now going on, but fear the 
fanaticism of the Mahomedans will 
retard, if not absolutely hinder, their 
success. Though a dark, desolate 
city when contrasted with many 

others, the comfortable hotels, good 
shops, fairly clean streets, and com­
mercial activity, gave us a much 
more pleasing impression than we 
had anticipated. We viewed the 
city from every stand-point-that 
from the hill-side near the tomb of 
the prophets being decidedly the 
best-and did not wonder that its 
sainted ones of old should have felt 
that Zion, the City of the Great 
King, was the joy of the whole 
earth. We regretted to hear that a 
large proportion of the resident Jews 
were absolutely dependent on Euro­
pean charity, and were equally 
pleased that the resident Mahome­
dans provided shelter and food for 
every needy member of their faith. 
It was painful, however, to see num­
bers of English persons joining the 
Romish processions, and especially 
to witness a recent wealthy convert 
to that faith taking the most promi­
nent part in those abasing prostra­
tions. If we had been Jews, the 
recollection of the former history 
and glory of Jerusalem, with its 
present condition, would fix us day 
and night in the place of wailing 
and lamentation. 

Three days we took to go down 
to Jericho, the Jordan, and the Dead 
Sea, bathing in those waters ; re­
turning by that old and majestic 
convent of Mar-Saba, and taking the 
beautifully-situated Bethlehem en 
1·oute. All around Bethlehem are 
olive yards, fertile fields, and gar­
dens. The holy places, too, were 
imposing ; the people, nearly all 
Christians, handsome and thrifty; 
the whole place indicating a higher 
condition than the places around. 
Though only about two hours from 
Jerusalem, tb.e way between them 
in many parts is almost impassable 
from the countless loose stones 
strewed about. In taking our final 
leave of Jerusalem, we encamped the 
first night at Sinyel, a place of bad 
repute, where one of its inhabitants 
was summarily ejected from our 
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tent-ground at midnight. In de­
scending a frightful hill next morn­
ing, one of our mules broke its leg, 
and had to be killed. At noon we 
passed by Shiloh, where there is a 
tree probably thousands of years old. 
At four we reached J acob's Well, 
and lingered around it for some 
time, entering N ablous about five 
o'clock, and paid a visit to the 
synagogue, where the Samaritan 
manuscripts are exhibited, after­
wards calling upon Mr. Carey, one 
of the Protestant missionaries to 
this city. The population of N ablous 
is about 16,000, and a dreary, dirty 
place it is, yet surrounded by the 
most fruitful plains and beautiful 
scenery. Next day we passed the 
" City of Samaria," with its ruins of 
wonderful marble columns, and its 
grand surrounding country. Here, 
too, we descended to visit the tombs 
of John the Baptist and of his father 
and mother. On the following day 
we passed over th~ plains of Es­
draelon, and by the city of Jezreel, 
now in ruins. Then we rode up to 
the Pool of Gideon, gazed on little 
Hermon and the mountains of 
Gilboa, and at noon lunched in an 
orange grove at Shunem. During 
our short stay here a native expired, 
and his frantic widow rushed about, 
uttering her wailings of distress. 
Now Mount Tabor is in sight. Nain 
is in the distance, and we are 
ascending one of the most precipitous 
mountains in our approach to N aza­
reth, which we reached earlv on the 
Saturday afternoon. The governor 
of Nazareth, with his suite, paid us 
~ visit in the evening, and renewed 
it on the next afternoon. A visit to 
the morning service of the Greek 
?hurch, and to the English service 
1~ the chapel of the Protestant mis­
s10nary, occupied us on the Sunday. 
The site of Nazareth is exquisite ; 
the city itself dirty in the extreme. 
Among the relics here there is 
shown a chest of drawers said to 
have been made by Joseph and his 

reputed son. On Easter Monday 
we left Nazareth, via Cana of 
Galilee, the chapel of which we 
visited, and reached Tiberias in the 
afternoon. Our tents were pitched 
on the margin of the Lake of Galilee. 
In this " Sea of Tiberias" we bathed. 

We passed through Maadala, by 
the Well of Joseph, and through 
rich and fertile plains, within range 
of many Bedouins and their camps, 
with immense herds of catUe and 
horses, in our course to Cesarea­
Philippi, now the nastiest of all 
places in the East. Here the Jordan 
has one, if not its chief, source, and 
speedily becomes a fine stream. So 
our tour included the source of the 
Jordan and its termination in the 
Dead Sea. 

We now ascended very high 
slopes, with snow-capped Hermon 
on our left. April the 3rd, we 
reached the most ancient of cities­
Damascus-with environs, for several 
miles, of gardens, vineyards, and 
oliveyards. A very handsome hotel, 
with its Oriental conrtyard, citron 
and lemon trees, and flowing stream, 
is kept by Dimitra Cara, a man who 
has won the general esteem of tra­
vellers by his courteous manners, 
good accommodation, and reasonable 
charges. Here we stayed till the 
following Tuesday, and much en­
joyed our cool and clean apartments. 
A volume is needed to describe 
the extaordinary bazaars, khans, 
mosques, and ancient houses of this 
city. In spite of its twenty thou­
sand dogs in the streets, and its 
dingy places, Damascus is a city full 
of trading enterprise, industry, ::mu 
commercial emulation, and possesses 
an abundance of good water. 'l'hc 
silver and saddlery workers of 
Damascus arc celebrated all over the 
world. Leaving Damascus, we pro­
ceeded to the ruins of Ilaalbcc, and 
then onwards through the plains, 
and over the mountain range of 
Lebanon, to Ileyrout. And now we 
came again in contact with combina-
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tions of Eastern life with Western 
phases and influences. We stayed 
at the Belle Vue, a really good 
hotel. Our Sunday was spent in 
the Presbyterian American church, 
and in the English Episcopal church. 
Here we felt ourselves to be in a 
centre of Christian light, with insti­
tutions for the education of Syrian 
girls, the training of the blind, and 
an asylum for cripples, and all under 
excellent Christian management. 

From Beyrout, -via Rhodes and 
Cyprus, close by Patmos, and stay­
ing two days at Smyrna, visiting the 
ruins of Ephesus, and by the Dar­
danelles, we came to Constantinople, 
with its triple cities of Stamboul, 
Pera, and Scutari ; its Sea of Mar­
mora, Golden Horn, and Bosphorus; 
and its mosques, bazaars, and 
palaces. A day on the Bosphorus 
to the Black Sea and back took us 
through scenery that Eden could 
hardly have excelled. The twirling 
dervishes, the procession of the 
sultan to his mosque, are seen on 
the Friday, and then we prepare to 
steam off to Trieste, calling at Syra 
and Corfu on our voyage. The 

weather was fine, the sea unruffled, 
so that no voyage was ever accom­
plished with greater comfort. Thlll's­
day morning we reached 'Trieste ; 
Friday morning, y enice ; Satlll'day 
Milan; and while Mr. Cook and 
party passed over the Splugen by 
Coire, Zurich, and Basle to Paris, I 
returned by Turin, Susa, and· Mont 
Cenis to the same destination. I 
had expected thus to re!l,Ch home a 
day in advance ; but one continued 
serie11 of mishaps on the railway 
made our express train thirty-three 
hours late in Paris, so that I was a 
day behind instead of one in advance 
of my travelling companions. 

This rather less than three months' 
travel seems to have supplied me 
with interesting material for thought 
and reflection for a whole life. Our 
course had been one of great enjoy­
ment and instruction, notwithstand­
ing the usual penalties of toil and 
occasional peril. But the fatigue 
and expense of the tour are more 
than counterbalanced by the won­
drous scenes and the marvels of the 
journey. 

THE CONVERSION OF CHILDREN.* 

" THE conversion of the young, and 
the best way of guiding them when 
in a state of religious inquiry and 
concern." This is the subject as­
signed me by the last Conference. 
At what age the term " young" may 
cease to be applicable in our advance 
to manhood is somewhat uncertain. 
Some impulse has constrained me to 
direct attention, mainly, to the 
earlier part of youth-that of child­
hood. If any should think that 
this is taking an undue liberty, my 
apology must be similar to that of 
the apostle-necessity is laid upon 
me ; yea, woe is unto me if I speak 

not out the feeling that presses for 
utterance in behalf of the children. 
This impulse gains additional power 
from the fact, that at our Associa­
tion and Conference gatherings the 
conversion of children is scarcely 
ever adverted to. So far as my 
memory serves me, more was said 
on it at the last Association than I 
had before heard during the whole 
period of my attendance at our 
annual assemblies. Our periodical, 
too, has been almost equally reti­
cent. In preparing this paper effort 
has been made to obtain trustworthy 
information and reliable facts. The 

• Paper read by J, H. Woon, of Wolvey, at the Warwickshire Conference of General Baptist 
churches held at Longford; published by request of the Oonferenco. 
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names. of some of the most success­
ful Christian labo~ers will give 
weight to what may be advanced. 

J. THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY 
CONVERSION. 

It has been said-" A child is 
God's problem waiting man's solu­
tion." The true solution of the 
divine problem is found in the child's 
conversion. In whatever light this 
solution may be regarded, its im­
portance is manifest. 

Early conversion is of prime 
national importance. The great king 
of Israel, in one of his Psalms, utters 
this desire-" That our sons may be 
as plants grown up in their youth, 
that our daughters may be as corner 
stones polished after the similitude 
of a palace." King David knew 
well that nothing would tend so 
much to the ruin of a kingdom as 
the irreligion and vice of its youth­
ful population. . Cataline, when 
about to overthrmv the liberties of 
Rome, said-" Give me the young 
of the city, and let me mould them 
according to my will, and form 
them for deeds of daring and crime, 
and my success is certain." The 
shrewd conspirator was right. If 
we may rely on the testimony of 
observant Christian philanthropists, 
the arch-conspirator against our 
national weal, the Cataline of the 
spiritual commonwealth, is specially 
active in working out this diabolical 
policy. Satan is saying-" Give me 
the youth of England, and let me 
mould them according to my will, 
and my success is certain." And he 
is doing it ; forming them for deeds 
of daring and of crime, and revelling 
in his success. There is too much 
truth in the sad picture drawn by 
~- W. M'Cree of the wide-spread 
immoralities among the young men 
of our large towns: "Music halls 
m:e multiplying everywhere, and 
with their songs, drink, cigars, 
fallen females, and late hours, arc 
ruining thousands of young men. 

What is to arrest them in their fatal 
course is more than I can tell. If 
that sort of thing is to continue, I 
see no prospect of a grand future 
for our country." What might have 
prevented such a deplorable state of 
things ? I reply-early conversion. 
Had the love of Christ taken posses­
sion of the hearts of those young 
men and fallen women before they 
became exposed to the evil influence 
o,f society, had their youthful bodies 
become the temples of the Holy 
Ghost, the great majority of them 
would have been preserved by grace 
divine from being thus led captive 
by the devil at his will. John Locke 
says-" Of every ten children you 
meet, nine will be good or bad, useful 
or dangerous, according to the train­
ing they receive." The education 
of the young is likely to become soon 
the great question of the day. It is 
a great question; but the conversion 
of the young is a greater. We must 
beware of substituting learning for 
wisdom, of educating the head, and 
forgetting the more important train­
ing for the heart. Under the influ­
ence of spiritual life, mental endow­
ments and stores of knowledge may 
be turned to the very highest and 
noblest ends ; but apart from true 
religion, they may be worse than 
useless. We want to see boys and 
girls mentally trained, and growing 
up in the love of Jesus, who will 
ably, and nobly, and Christianly 
occupy the place of the generation 
which is passing away. In order 
that there may be anything like a 
good, Christian state of society, 
special attention must be paid to the 
conversion of the young. The 
Freeman remarks-" Mr. M'Cree's 
letter, with its dark shadows, should 
arouse us all to greater camcstncss 
on behalf of Christian work put forth 
to reclaim the ' infamous,' and to 
counteract the numberless evil influ­
ences that surround the young." 
Every Christian will feel the pro­
priety of this appeal. Should it not 
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arouse ns all to eamestness in seek­
ing the conversion of the young, 
that they may have the power of 
grnce to counteract the numberless 
evil influences that surround them, 
and to preserve them from sliding 
into the ranks of the "infamous," 
whom it is next to impossible to 
reclaim ? As a patriot, this holds 
the first place in my aspiration for 
my country's prosperity. 

Early conversion i,s of the utmost 
importanee to the church. Accessions 
of youthful converts keep up its 
freshness. Early piety is to the 
church like the dew of its youth. 
And how it adds to the working 
power of the church ! What a loss 
is sustained by deferred conversion I 
If, instead of receiving Christ and 
beginning to labour for Him at 
twelve, decision is delayed till thirty, 
there is a loss of eighteen years' 
activity in the freshest period of life. 
The winning of a child to Christ is 
a more palpable gain than that of 
an adult. Those brought to Jesus 
in early life will be exercising an 
influence, year by year, before man­
hood is reached. The Holy Spirit 
has given many illustrations of the 
effects He can produce by means of 
Christian children. Infidels, whose 
minds have seemed closed against 
argument, have been convinced and 
converted through the artless piety 
of little children. Hearts which 
nothing could soften have been sub­
dued into penitence under the touch­
ing appeals of a child. The profli­
gate father, who scorned all the 
usual means of grace, has been ar­
rested and bowed in contrition by 
hearing, unexpectedly, the voice of 
his little girl pleading with God for 
him. We have yet to learn the 
deepest practical meaning of the 
quotation from the Psalms in our 
Lord's glorious vindication of the 
children's testimony in the temple. 
" Hosanna to the Son of David," 
cried the little ones. " Hearest thou 
what these say ?" exclaimed the 

angry- priests. " Yea," said Jesus, 
"have ye never read, Out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings thou 
bast perfected praise ?" In the per­
petual hosanna that rises from the 
Christian temple, Jesus delights to 
bear the silvery tones of the cbi½o­
dren's voices, prompted by hearts 
glowing with love to Him. 

Early piety i,s one of the great bul­
warks against error and superstition, 
Vital godliness will render its pos­
sessor almost invulnerable to the in­
fluence of rationalism and ritualism. 
Muscular Christianity has little at­
traction for a young man who is 
living in the real enjoyment of 
spiritual religion. Ritualism, which 
is very much a religion of the imagi­
nation, is comparatively powerless in 
its appeals to one who, for years, has 
experienced the hallowing, joy-in­
spiring religion of the heai·t. It is 
probable that for many years to 
come ritualism, in its various grades, 
will be one of the great antagonists 
of Christianity. How shall we best 
prepare our rising population for 
escaping its deadly delusion ? If 
you knew that your infant boy would, 
some time .before his eighteenth year, 
fall into deep water when no one was 
at hand to rescue him, what would 
you do, as the best means of preserv­
ing him from drowning ? Certainly 
make him an expert swimmer as 
early as possible. So the most effec­
tual way of preventing our young 
people from being carried away by 
the stream of error, is to make them 
true Christians as early in life as 
practicable. An intelligent Chris­
tian young man, as his powers are 
ripening into manhood, may have a 
terrible struggle with Socinianism or 
some other intellectual error; if the 
love of Jesus bas been a joyful power 
in bis heart from childhood, this will 
give him an immense advantage in 
the conflict. A cold intellectualism 
will not easily gain the victory in a 
soul whose earliest affections twined 
around the crucified Jesus. 
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To the young themselves it is of the 
highest importance that they should 
be the subjects of early conversion. 
There is something very solemnizing 
in the fact that, as years increase, 
the probability of conversion di­
minishes. Observation shews that 
after twenty or twenty-five years of 
age the probability of a heart change 
goes on, and decreases as year after 
year steals away. This fact powerfully 
admonishes us to be diligent in seek­
ing to effect the change while the 
heart is most responsive to religious 
influence and effort. An old man 
took a child on his knee and talked 
to him about Jesus, telling him to 
seek and love the Saviour now. The 
child knew the old man was not a 
Christian, and felt surprised. Look­
ing up into his face, he said, " But 
why don't you seek Christ ?" The 
roan of years was affected by the 
question, and replied-" Ah ! my 
dear child, I neglected to do so when 
I was young, anli now my heart is 
so hard that I fear I never shall be 
able." The future old men and 
women are children now. 
"The clay is moist and soft-now, now make haste 

And form tho pitcher, for the wheel runs fast." 

II. THE PRACTICABILITY OF 
EARLY CONVERSION. 

" Many seem to think that all we 
can do with children is to cram them 
with hymns and verses, punish them 
for playing on Sunday, and tell them 
it is very wicked to do certain things, 
giving no other reason than that 
God will be angry and punish them. 
They think, also, we should pray for 
them constantly, that when they 
come to years of discretion, they 
may choose the narrow path." This 
is a pretty accurate 11tatement of the 
case. But is it not a marvellous 
thing that we should continue to treat 

· them thus, instead of using all pos­
sible means for their immediate con­
version ? Do they not need it as 
soon as they become actual sinners ? 

If, having committed sin, they die 
unpardoned,. will they not be lost ? 
If we know that the longer they live 
in sin, the more difficult their con­
version becomes, do we not betray 
the trust reposed in us by God, and 
wrong the little ones, in neglecting 
to seek earnestly their present sal va­
tion. Dr. Bushnell remarks, " There 
could not be a worse or more danger­
ous implication given to a child than 
that he is to neglect God and all 
holy principles till he has become of 
mature age." Is it not unphilosophi­
cal and unnatural to defer direct 
effort for the conversion of children ? 
If we wish to train the sapling in a 
certain direction, we do not post­
pone the work till six or seven years' 
gmwth bas rendered it unpliable. 
The· horse is broken to the bit before 
it has cast its first teeth. While the 
wax is yet warm, you stamp the im­
press of the seal. Is it not a fact 
that religion consists mainly in the 
exercise of the affections ? And is 
it not also a fact, that during the 
first eight or ten years of life, the 
affections are predominant and most 
susceptible ? Nature and philosophy 
alike teach the propriety of seeking 
to fix the love of Christ in the child's 
heart, and stamp his image there, 
before its early tenderness loses its 
peculiar susceptibility of impression. 
Mr. Spurgeon, in his sermon on 
children, says, "If it were right to 
compare two equally divine works, 
it would seem to be an easier thing 
to renew the child than the man. 
There is less of the dire force of 
habit to overcome, there is less to 
forget, less to repent of. I should 
really say that the conversion of the 
child appears to be the simpler work 
of the two : and how, then, we have 
come to imagine it not to be so, 
I can scarcely tell." Truly, it is 
strange ! Dr. Hatfield makes this 
statement : " In conversation a few 
days since with a worthy member of 
my church, I spoke of the numerous 
cases of conversion that had recently 
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taken place among the children of 
the congregation, and of the neces­
sity of a simple faith on our part in 
respect to the ingathering of the 
little ones. That necessity was 
forcibly illustrated by his response. 
' Is anything too hard for the Lord ?' 
he exclaimed. ' Too hard,' I re­
plied : 'how mistaken the applicar­
tion of these words I It is not in 
the case of such conversions that 
the mightiness of the Spirit's opera­
tion is most exhibited : but in the 
case of the full grown sinner, har­
dened against the truth by long con­
tinuance in sin and rebellion. How 
easy, comparatively, to bring the 
simple-hearted child to receive and 
embrace the Gospel!'" Is it not 
unscriptural to train children with­
out seeking or expecting their early 
conversion ? If we look at the 
brightest names, the greatest saints 
in Bible history, almost all were 
examples of early piety : Samuel, 
David, Josiah, Daniel, and his three 
companions. There are Scripture 
pruept and promise too. In the 
Old Testament we read : " Train • 
up a child in the way he should go, 
and when he is old he will not de­
part from it." In the New: "Ye 
fathers, provoke not your children 
to anaer, but bring them up in the 
nnrtu~e and admonition of the Lord." 
What does the former passage mean ? 
It is often expounded somewhat in 
this way-" Instruct the child in 
the truths of the Gospel ; make 
him understand the way of salva­
tion ; and, no doubt, when he is 
older, he will take the way he has 
been taught."· If that is the sense 
of the precept, the promise very 
often fails. It means more than 
that. The Holy Ghost says, " In­
itiate"-that is the word-" Initiate 
a child in the way." Get him 
to enter into the way of piety while 
still a child, and you may expect 
that he will continue to walk therein. 
The Proverb teaches the steadfastness 
of early piety, and presents blessed 

encouragement to hope for the pre­
sent conversion of children. 

And does not Jesus desire the con­
version of children ? There is no 
feature more interesting in the his­
tory of the Saviour, than His affec­
tionate conduct toward children. 
His heart still glows with love to 
them. We know it must. The 
consecration of the heart is most 
grateful to Him in the beauty of 
childhood. 

"The first, the first-oh I nought like it 
Our after years can bring; 

For summer hath no flower so sweet 
As those of early spring." 

Our exalted Lord is continually re­
ceiving into His kingdom·of glory, 
those who die in unsinning infancy. 
If He takes such interest in chil­
dren during the guiltless period of 
infant-life, can we suppose that when 
actual sin has put them in danger of 
falling into hell, His interest in 
them declines, and their welfare is 
less precious in His sight ? Does a 
mother feel less anxiety about her 
child when she sees its life is in 
danger, than she did when it sat 
safely by her side in the sheltered 
home ? Is it possible that in the 
wondrous fulness and adaptation of 
the Gospel plan, provision is not 
made for the regeneration of chil­
dren as soon as it becomes neces­
sary to their salvation ? If such 
provision is made, can it be a matter 
of indifference to the loving Saviour 
that we postpone the application of 
the heaven-sent remedy for years 
after it is needed ?-the disease, 
meanwhile, becoming more deeply 
rooted and more difficult of cure. 
" Many a negative fault is, ethically, 
worse than many a positive offence. 
. . . By the old Egyptian law, a man 
who should neglect to save another's 
life when it was in his power to do 
so, was reckoned as guilty of mm­
der in the second degree." Are we 
quite sure that the Master holds us 
guiltless in the matter of child con­
version ? 

At what age is the saving change 
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practicable? In a Sabbath school Jesus, can draw its affection to God 
the question was put to the scholars in Christ. At one of the meetings 
-When should children come to for the anxious, held by Rev. E. P. 
Christ? One answered-at thirteen; Hammond, "I saw two girls stand­
another-at ten ; another-at six. ing together, apparently about twelve 
One little girl gave this reply- years of age. They had been weep­
" Whenever they understand who ing: but now their countenances 
God is." Was she not right? As were like the blooming rose with 
soon as a child can understand the dew-drops fresh upon it. 'Are 
enough about Christ and His work, you weeping for joy ?' I asked. 
to love Him because He died to ' Yes,' was the cheerful reply ; ' we 
save him from the punishment due have found Jesus.' ' Then you love 
to his sins, he is capable of conver- Jesus?' With sparkling eyes one 
sion. A member of a Christian of them quickly responded, ' How 
church affirmed that a child could can I help loving Him, now I know 
not be saved until he understood how He has loved me ?' " There is 
the philosophy of the atonement I the simple but grand philosophy of 
Alas, for such Christian scepticism I religion. The apostle John testifies, 
that would admit none to the king- " He that loveth God is born of God, 
dom of heaven who were unable to and knoweth God." 
pass an examination in scholastic 
theology. God's saving plan is like 
His own fathomless ocean-a feather 
may float on it, and the Great 
Eastern may sail on it. The mys­
teries of redemption have a depth 
which the intellect of a Rbbert Hall 
cannot reach ; and yet, a child may 
find therein the way to heaven's 
gate. What is the philosophy of 
salvation ? " God so loved the 
world, that He gave His o:r:ily be­
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." He " loved me, 
and gave himself for me." That is 
it. That, a child can understand : 
and when a child CAN understand 
that, His conversion is practicable. 
Vinet, one of the ablest writers on 
the philosophy of religion, states, 
" Christianity is only love realized 
under its purest form .... Between 
God and man, between the Gospel 
and our souls, the interpreter is 
love.'' " Every man knows more of 
religion by his affections than by 
his reason." No doubt of it : and 
that is how it lays hold of the child­
nature. The mother is love : God 
is love : and as instinct fixes the 
child's love on its mother, so the 
Holy Spirit, in revealing the loving 

"He made each childish heart, and knows 
How childish hearts to fill; 

And ~ladness from His presence flows 
A river or a rill." 

I have a considerable number of 
cases of child-conversion, shewing 
that it has taken place at all stages 
of childhood from three or four 
years of age. 

Some persons express doubts 
about the stability of early conver­
sion. Here are two testimonies on 
this point. Mr. Butler, an Ameri­
can pastor, stated that in a revival 
in which he took part twenty-five 
years ago, many children from si.1: 
to ten years of age professed to have 
found Christ, and wished to join the 
church. Great fear was entertained 
by some that they would not hold 
out. "But," said he, '' that fear 
was groundless. They are now pil­
lars of the church." Mr. Spurgeon 
declares-" of two cases of conver­
sion, one at thirteen and the Qther 
at sixty, I would look on the elder 
with the greatest suspicion. I have, 
during the past year, baptized as 
many as forty or fifty children ; and 
of all those whom I have talked 
with on the subject of their co11Ver­
sion, I have never proposed any for 
church-fellowship with greater satis-
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faction than I have done these little 
ones. Amongst those I have had 
at any time to exclude from church­
fellowship, out of a church of 2,700 
members, I have never had to ex­
clude one who was received into the 
church while yet a child." This 
accords with Scripture and analogy. 
There was N aaman's little Hebrew 

maid : all the blighting influences 
of heathenism had not been able 
to wither the faith of her young 
heart. Young recruits make the 
best soldiers ; and, we may expect 
that, as a rule, early converts will 
be among the best and most stable 
Christians. 

( To be continued.) 

JHentfurt. 

LANCASHIRE: ITS PURITANISM .AND 
NONCONFORMITY. By Robert Halley, 
D.D. In Two Volumes. Man­
chester: Tubbs & Brook, 11, Market 
Street. London: Hodder & Stoughton. 

THESE massive volumes, at the price 
of thirty shillings, are probably too 
costly to come into the hands of many 
of our readers ; yet we hope some will 
be able to procure them, and to give 
them the attention which they eo 
richly deserve. 

Lancashire is now, of all the English 
counties, the first in population, nearly 
the first in wealth, and as a •royal 
palatinate it is equalled in dignity 
only by Cheshire. When Fuller wrote 
his "Worthies," he spoke of this shire 
as sufficiently thick of people, but 
exceedingly thin of parishes, being far 
surpassed in the latter by_ Rutland, 
which was only a fifth part of it in 
greatness. And he says that in hie 
time those clergymen who consulted 
God's honour as well as their own 
credit and profit, could not desire 
anything better than a Lincolnshire 
church, as being best built; a London 
audience, as most intelligent; and a 
Laucashire parish, as being largest 
bounded. 

Dr. Halley's objP.ct in writing this 
work was not to compose a new history 
of Lancashire, or to give a mere detail 
of its puritanism and nonconformity; 
but to notice so much of its history as 
might elucidate in connection with 
these "the religious life' of that great 
county." A purpose which reminds 
us of our favourite Fuller's self admo­
nition, when engaged in describing 
this part of England. "The historian 

must not devour the divine in me." 
Lancashire having more distinctly than 
any other part of England a religious 
h_istory ?f its own, Dr. Halley con­
sidered it worthy of more attention. 
than it has hitherto received, especially 
from Prot.,stant Dissenters; and as he 
resided for several years in its me­
tropolis, Manchester, he felt a peculiar 
interest in tracing its religious life. 
The older author before quoted called 
this county, with his usual quaintness, 
"the cock-pit of conscience, in which 
were constant combats between reli­
gion and superstition." Dr. H. dis­
cerns the same feature in its character, 
and stlltes that it has had, more than 
any other English county, on the one 
hand a strong Popish party, and on the 
other an equally powerful and zealous 
puritan party. 

The introductory chapter treats 
largely of its topography, and is as 
interesting to the antiquarian as to the 
Christian. The growth of particular 
places, such as Lancaster and Liver­
pool, Warrington and Wigan, Preston 
and Manchester, is vividly sketched. 
Then follows a narration of the arro­
gance of the higher ecclesiastics, the 
oorruption of the secular clergy, the 
immoralities of the monks, and the 
unequal laws in favour of Churchmen 
prior to the Reformation, which united 
to produce in the hearts of Englishmen 
a settled hatred to the Romish church. 
The next chapter treats of the Refor­
mation itself - its slow progress in 
Lancashire-the Ii in g's preachers-and 
the state of religion during the reign 
of Queen Mary. Puritanism in the 
time of Elizabeth is the subject of the 



third chapter, with biographies of the 
Lancashire men who promoted the 
Reformation, and references to the 
habits of the Puritans in relation to 
amusements. The largest chapter is 
entitled Presbyterianism, and so far as 
jts historic facts are concerned, this 
Jong chapter is almost the best. Chap­
ter the fifth is on "Comprehension," a 
name which, for want of a better, he 
bas adopted to designate an incoherent 
mixture of churchism, voluntaryism, 
and Erastianism practically existing 
in strange connection with a religious 
establishment. In 1662 the Act of 
Uniformity was passed, requiring that 
every parson, vicar, or other minister 
whatsoever, should, before the feast of 
Bartholomew, declare his unfeigned 
assent and consent to all and every 
thing contained in and prescribed by 
the Book of Common Prayer. This 
leads Dr. Halley to describe religious 
affairs under the name of" Exclusion." 
Here are given the names of the 
Lancashire ministers who •were perma­
nently ejected. These ejected ministers 
not being silenced, but continuing their 
ministry as nonconformists, we have a 
distinct chapter on Nonconformity 
itself. This is followed by two others, 
on the "Old Dissent" from 1689 to 
1760, and on "Modern Dissent" from 
the rise of Methodism to the present 
day. 

The entire work is throughout one 
of the most readable which we have 
ever seen; and when it is known that 
the Index of names extends over 
twenty pages, it may be imagined 
what interest would be imparted to 
the notices of such a multitude of 
persons and places by eo vigorous a 
writer ae Dr. Halley. 

From the numerous pen and ink 
portraits which the doctor has drawn, 
we select two. Our older readers may 
remember the late Mr. Gadsby ae in 
hie earlier days a member of our church 
at Hinckley, but ae in after life a bitter 
opponent of General Baptiste. Re­
ferring to the multitudes who listened 
with intense interest around the pulpit 
of William Gadsby, he aeke :-

" What gave to Mr. G. his great power 
over the working people? Not his Cal­
vinism, for his principal rivals, who did 
the same sort of service as well as he, 
were Wesleyan, O!' other Arminian Metho­
dists. It may be instructive to observe 
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him carefully, for he seemed a preacher 
made on purpose for the working classes. 
The common people heard him gladly. 
His popularity with the factory people of 
Manchester was extraordinary, and the 
more extraordinary as he was not a Lanca­
shire man. A native of one of the midland 
counties, when he came to Manchester he 
could not speak the dialect of the place ; 
he hud none of the intonations and modu­
lations of voice which especially fifty years 
since were so agreeable to the ears and 
hearts of Lancashire folk. He had to 
speak to hearers who seldom gave heed to 
strange speech; but he knew his business 
well, and succeeded where many greater 
men have utterly failed. He sought to be 
nothing more than a plain preacher of 
Christ's plain gospel. He had not a par­
ticle of affectation. He spoke thoroughly 
good English. Scripture he knew well, 
and quoted it with verbal accuracy and 
often with great effect. One author he 
had certainly studied, John Bunyan, and 
he was much the better for the study. 
Besides Bunyan's books, I cannot doubt 
he had read many a page of racy English 
with great delight. He had no learning, 
but he had no small share of mother wit 
and native humour. A little learning 
would probably have spoiled him. Illiterate 
as he was, he sometimes attracted men of 
learning and culture (I could mention 
remarkable instances) who heard him with 
great pleasure. His thoughts were natural, 
closely connected, logically arranged, and 
lucidly expressed. Quietly earnest, never 
impassioned, never vehement, but always 
arresting attention, he is said to have pre­
sented, in manner as well as in doctrine, 
a remarkable contrast to the popular 
Methodist preachers of his early days. 
His voice was wonderful, and he knew 
how to manage it. I heard him once in 
the Old Free Trade Hall of Manchester, 
that huge building, ill-constructed for 
public speaking. When other speakers 
had made strange efforts to be heard, 
sometimes in vain, he seemed to me, 
sitting near him, to be speaking in a 
pleasant conversational tone; but the voice 
of the old man rolled like an equable wave 
of sound across the great hall, filling the 
ear of every auditor. His expressions 
were sometimes inexcusably coarse, but 
on devotional subjects no man spoke with 
more seriousness and gravity than he 
usually did. He was called an Antino­
mian, and probably he did not speak with 
sufficient discrimination or exactness on 
the nature of moral obligation; but no 
minister in Manchester lived 11 more moral 
life, or presented to his hearers a more 
beautiful example of Christian discipline 
and self control. . . • It is reported that 
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he said harsh things of other ministers. 
In doing so be did very wrong; but 
whether in this respect be was not more 
sinned against than sinning may he ques­
tioned." 

Of the late Dr. Bunting we have a 
somewhat briefer sketch :-

" It is pleasant to say that one of their 
(the Methodists) most emi11ent ministers 
was born, and educated, and called to the 
ministry in llfanchester, and that he ever 
loved bis native town. Jabez Bunting 
was the preacher of bis time. He was 
much else than a preacher; and in saying 
be was the preacher of bis time, I wish 
not to be misunderstood. He seemed to 
possess every qualification of a great 
preacher. I cannot think of any in which 
be was deficient. Among the Methodists, 
as among other Christians, there were 
contemporary with him more eloquent 
preachers, more intellectual preachers, 
more logical preachers, more instructive 
preachers, more insinuating preachers, 
more impressive preachers, and I know 
not how many more kinds of preachers 
who excelled Dr. Bunting in their especial 
gifts; but several of these were as remark­
able for the deficiency of some qualifica­
tions as for the abundance of others. I 
know not any of them who to the same 
extent excelled in all the qualifications of 
a good preacher. He was not the preacher 
of a class. All classes heard him gladly, 
for all could appreciate either the sim­
plicity or the refinement of his preaching. 
For the ignorant or the educated, for the 
novice or the experienced, for the wearied 
tradesman or the lei~urely scholar, more 
acceptable preachers might possibly have 
been found; but as Jabez Bunting was 
not the preacher to any exclusively, but to 
all in an eminent degree, I delight to 
honour him as the great preacher of bis 
time.'' 

Before closing our admiring notice 
of these admirable volumes, we feeL 
bound to refer to some quite novel 
information respecting our own body. 
Dr. Halley states that the General 
Baptists of the Ni,w Connexion were 
to a great extent an offshoot of the 
Wesleyan Methodists. They were, 
espi,cially in their early state, a sort of 
baptized Methodists, retaining much of 
connexional discipline and more of 
Arminian doctrine (Vol. II. p. 478).* 

• After reading this passage respecting the 
ori11:in of our body, we addressed a pr,vato noto 
to Dr. Halley, pointing out its inaccuracy, and 
at the sa.1110 time forwarded the !'aper rear\ 
before the Baptist Union Meeting in 1864, 

We are at a loss to conceive whence 
the learne,l Doctor derived this strange 
account of our origin; and unless he 
can authenticate it, we must respect­
fully ask him to correct it in a second 
edition of what is certain to become a 
standard work. What follows is alas! 
too near the truth to call for much 
besides lamentation from us. "But 
these Baptista have never been able to 
establish themselves in Lancashfre. 
Feeble attempts have been occasionally 
made by them to form churches in two 
or three of the large towns, but their 
attempts have failed, or the charches 
which they have formed, 'because 
they had no root' in the sympathy of 
the people,. soon 'withered a'Way.'" 
Our churches at Bacup; Burnley and 
Burnley Lan·e, Edgeside, Gambleside, 
and Stalybridge, with a membership of 
about eight hundred, and Sunday 
scholars in proportion, may not have 
been known to Dr. Haltey, or pro­
bably he would have qaalified this 
Btatement. 

entitled "The General Baptist Denomination," 
'and a copy of "The General Baptists of Gl,'ell.t 
.Brit.11,in.'' To our com~uuications we received 
the following acknowledgnien't :- • 

")lty dear Sir,-I am much obliged to you for 
your pamphlets. Yon will observe I do nbt say 
the New Connexipn General Bapt\.,ts are •an 
offshoot from ,the Methoclists,' but that they are 
so 'to a great extent.' By this I meant 'tl:lat 
they have been a good deal influe_nced by persons 
who hnve joined them from the Methodists 
Yon will oliserve I had Said the Independents 
had been a good den! influenl!ed by adherents 
from the Calvinistic Methoclists, but I never 
meant that either Inc)ependents or General 
Baptists were secessions m a body from either 
sort of Methoclists. 

"That your body ha.s been influenced by 
Wesleyan associations, 118 ours has been by 
the Calvinistic Methodists, wa.s my meaning, 
although I now see how the word 'offshoot' 
may suggest another idea. 

"In my boyhood I knew some persons belong­
ing to your body who had been brotlght up 
nnder religious influence among the Methodists. 
So far 118 I have known _y_our ministers, the,r 
seem to me to .hold the 'Evangelical Armim­
aniem' of the Wesleyans, rather than tbo doc­
trines of tho old Arminians, either Dutch or 
English: or shall I say the doctrines of Richnrd 
Watson rather than of Adam Clarke P As to the 
connexional polity I have formed my opinions 
from Crosby, Taylor, and others, from which I 
gather that the Geneml Baptists of both Olcl 
and Now Connexions ha.cl more of connexionnl 
organization than the Particular B1'ptists; who 
in that respect wero as particular as the strict 
lndopondents. Should my book ever rench a 
cheap edition, I will take c11re to prevent mism1-
derstandi11g 011 this nnd any other matter which 
you may kindly point ont. With very kind 
regards, believe mo, 

Yours very sincerely, 
Ro1rr. HALLEY, 

New Colleuo, Jimo 11, 1869.'' 
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SELF-CULTURE AND SELF-RELIANCE 
UNDER Goo THE MEANS OF SELF­
ELEVATION. By William Unsworth. 
Third Thousand. London: E. Stoclc. 
Price One Shilling. 

THIS work is dedicated to the members 
of a Class with whom the author bas 
spent many happy hours. The present 
issue is in an enlarged form, with a 
view to supply the deficiency which 
he acknowledges to exist in previous 
editions. As a book for young men it 
deserves the heartiest commendation, 
and we hope the writer will be re­
warded for his well meant and well 
performed effort- to encourage self­
culture and self-reliance among them 
by the demand for several more edi­
tions of his excellent publication. 

NEAR EVEN AT THE DOORS. By a 
Layman. Price One Shilling. Lon­
don: E. Marlborough &; CQ., 

THIS pamphlet is intended to aid the 
plain man who may be a prayerful 
student of the Word of God. But the 
one portion of the Word which it aims 
to make intelligible to the devout 
student is the last book, the Revela­
tion. An English text, but not the 
Authorized Version, of the Book is 
printed on the right hand pages, called 
the "writing within;" while another 
part, called the "writing on the back," 
is printed on the left hand page. 
Columns are also given containing 
records and dates of events supposed 
to be fulfilments of successive parts of 
the inspired prophecy. Here the selec­
tion of occurrences is necessarily arbi­
trary, and the writer, being but fal­
lible, may sometimes be mistaken in 
his judgment. If, however, he fails to 
convince, he does nothing to offend, 
the reader. No interpreter can satisfy 
all, but we believe this Layman's help 
will gratify many. Whether he has 
duly regarded the scope of the book 
so as not to shoot too wide, or short 
of, or over the mark ; whether he bas 
followed that order and method of the 
prophecy which has been called the 
Ariadne thread, guiding the explorer 
through the labyrinth; and whether 
he has sufficiently observed the canon 
that the Revelation is the best ex­
pounder of the Revelation, we do not 
presume to affirm or deny. 

TOPICS FOR TEACHERS. fly James 
Comper Gray, Author of" The Claes 
and the Desk. Vol. I.-Nature­
Man. Lond<Yn: E. Stock. 

WE have already, more than once 
during the publication of this work in 
monthly parts, exfressed our approval 
of it as a work ful of information, and 
eminently fitted to help teachers in· 
their efforts to instruct the young ; 
but now that several of these parts 
are formed into a handy volume, and 
can be read in their proper connection, 
we like the work still better. Every 
page is packed with knowledge of one 
kind or other, while the moral and 
religious suggestions, and the practical 
lessons and obvious analogies which are 
pointed out, give an additional value 
to the book. It reminds us of Thomas 
Fuller's definition of a Proverb-" much 
matter decocted into few words." 
While the author deserves more en­
couragement in his labours than can 
be expressed in any words of commen­
dation which critics may write, the 
Publisher is entitled to some praise for 
the manner in which this volume is 
got up. Taken altogether, there is 
nothing like it for its concentrated 
wisdom, and for its adaptability to 
"furnish" biblical instructors with the 
kind of lore which their labours require 
them to possess. 

BIBLE EXERCISES FOR FAMILY 
READING, &c. By Mrs. Lucas-Shad­
well. Part I. Exodus i.-vii. Lon­
don: W. Tweedie, Strand. One Shil­
ling. - These exercises contain the 
substance of what the authoress has 
used in her weekly meetings with the 
working men and women she has been 
accustomed to meet. If not marked 
by any originality, they are intelligent 
and practical, and well fitted for useful­
ness among Bible readers everywhere. 

BIBLE CELEBRITIES. By J. Room, 
B.A., Vicar of Eastwood. No. I.­
Cain, the First Murderer. London: 
Arthur Hall&: Co.-The author having 
preached on some Bible Celebrities in 
his yearly courses of Lenten lectures, 
has yielded to the desire of friends in 
now sending them forth from tho press. 

THE SWORD AND TROWEL for June, 
besides its usual quantity of good 
matter, contains one article, entitled 
"Mr. Grant on the Darby Brethren," 
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which exposes the conduct of the 
Plymouth brethren in general, and of 
the Darbyite section of them in par­
ticular. As these cantankerous creepers 
into houses have already done more 
mischief among numerous churches 
than is likely to be repaired in a life­
time ; and as their sly insinuations, 

their haughty assumptions, and their 
malicious words in prating against the 
very wisest and best, threaten to 
become a curse to Christendom, we 
invite attention to this paper in the 
"Sword and Trowel," and also to the 
work of Mr. Grant, from which the 
substance of it is taken. 

A HYMN FOR THE SUNDAY EVENING PRAYER MEETING. 

ABIDE with us, thou Saviour dear, 
As day departs and night is near; 
And may this closing service be 
Acceptable to God throngh thee. 
Abide with us when to our home 
By thy conducting hand we come; 
And may our hearts retain that Word 
Which our attentive ears have heard. 
Abide with us through all the week, 
As day by day thy grace we seek; 

And as life's duties w-e fulfil, 
With active hands and ready will. 
Thy presence will inspire delight, 
Thy grace will" streni?then with all might;" 
And we, exulting in thy power, 
Shall glorify thee every hour. 
Bnt should a sorrowing state be ours­
Should sharp disease impair our powers, 
Then, lest we yield to grief or fear, 
Abide with us, thou Saviour dear! 

Jnftlligtntt. 

!Jtnantinatiomd. 

The YoRKBHIRE AND LANCASHIRE CON· 
FERENCE assembled at Shore on Wednes­
day, May 19. 

At the morning service the Rev. N. H. 
Shaw read the Scriptures and prayed, nod 
the Rev. J. Clifford, LL.B., of London, 
preached from Matthew v. 46-48, "For 
if ye love them which love you, what re­
ward have ye? do not even the publicrms 
the same? And if ye salute your brethren 
only, what do ye more than others? do not 
even the publicans so? Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect." 

At half-past two o'clock in the afternoon 
the Conference assembled for the transac­
tion of bu~iness, when the Rev. J. Maden, 
pastor of the church, took the chair, and 
Rev. W. Gray offered up prayer. The 
churches reported that one hundred and 
thirty had been baptized since Inst Con­
ference, and that thirty-three remained as 
candidates for baptism and church fellow­
ship. It could not be exactly ascertained 
how many the churches bud lost or gained 
since the Inst Association, 

After the doxology was sung, the fol­
lowing resolutions were discussed and 
carried:-

Resolved -1. That the minutes now 
read be, and are hereby, approved nod 
confirmed. 

2. 1 hat on condition of seeing clearly 
how the money can be obtained, we ap­
prove of the proposition of the Dewsbury 
Committee recommending us to grant 
£1000 towards the erection of n new 
chapel in that town; but that before com­
mitting ourselves to the scheme, we hereby 
respectfully request the afuresnid com­
mittee to submit to next Conference a de­
tailed account of the prnctionhle methods 
by which the above sum may be raised 
amongst us. 

3. That we hereby respectfully request 
the Conference Secretary to nsoertnin from 
the "Minutes of the Association,'' nod re­
port to next Conference the actnal decrease 
or increase in the membership of our 
churches in this district during the pre­
sent con nexional year. 

4. That we hereby appoint the follow­
ing Committee to prepare the business 
of the Conference prior to it~ meeting, 
namely, the Secretary, the pastor of the 
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church at which the Conference is to be 
held, the pastor of the church where it 
last assembled, and the Secretaries of all 
the Special Committees. 

5. That we hereby tender our cordial 
thanks to the Rev. R. Ingham for his ser­
vices as Treasurer of the Home Mission 
Fund. 

6. That we hereby appoint Mr. James 
Lister to be the Treasurer of the Home 
Mission Fund during the ensuing year. 

7. That we hereby tender our cordial 
thanks to the Rev. W. Gray for his ser­
vices as Home Mission Secretary, and re­
appoint him for the year ensuing. 

8. That" we hereby tender our cordial 
thanks to Mr. Wilson for his services as 
Conference Treasurer, and re-appoint him 
for the year ensuing. 

9. That we hereby appoint Messrs. 
Binns and Bramley to audit the accounts 
of the Conference Treasurer. 

10. That we hereby appoint Messrs. 
Newell and Whittaker to al(ldit the ac­
counts of the Home Mission Treasurer. 

11. That we hereby appoint the Rev. N. 
H. Shaw to be one of the speakers at the 
annual meeting of the Home Missionary 
Society, which is to be held during the sit­
tings of our next Association at Sheffield. 

12. That the Rev. W. Taylor be added 
to the Dewsbury Committee. 

13. That we hereby tender our cordial 
thanks to the Rev. J. Clifford for his ser­
mon this morning. 

14. That the next Conference he held 
at Allerton on Tuesday, Aug. 31st; and 
that the Rev. J. Fletcher, of Vale, be the 
preacher. Divine service to commence in 
the morning at eleven o'clock. 

J. ALCORN, Secretary. 

THE LONDON CoNFF.RENOE.-This Con­
ference met at Berkhnmpstead on May 25. 

A devotional service was held in the 
momiog, conducted by the minister of the 
place, Brethren Preston, Hood, Marten, 
Means, Attersly, Marchant, Clifford, and 
Col. Sanderson, engaged in prnyer. It 
was a hallowed and profitable season. 

The business meeting was held in the 
afternoon at hnlf-pnst two. The minister 
of the pince being Secretary of the Con­
ference the Rev. Isaac Preston was asked 
to take the chair. After singing and 
P~ayer, the reports of the churches were 
~•en. Fifty.three had been baptized 
•mce the previous Conference, and twenty. 
four remained as can<lidates. 

The minutes of the previous Conference 
were read and confirmed. 

A deputation from the General Baptist 
Assembly held in London on the 18th of 
May was introduced, consisting of the 
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Rev. John Marten and Mr. A. J. Marchant, 
of Peckham, and the Rev. J. C. Means,'of 
Worship Street, London. These brethren, 
each in n short address, expressed kind 
Christian sentiments, and a desire for a 
closer union between the New Connexion 
of General Baptists and their own body, 
suggesting that while some differences 
exist, they are fewer than they once were; 
that a broad basis of union remains, and 
that this should be recognized, if by 
nothing more, at least by an interchange 
of expressions of Christian friendship and 
sympathy. 

It was resolved,-Tbat a deputation 
consisting of brethren Harcourt and Law­
ton be appointed to represent this Con­
ference at the next meeting of the General 
Assembly, for the purpose of reciprocating 
the kindly Christian sentiments expressed 
to-day by the deputation that Assembly 
bas sent to the Conference. 

It was agreed that the next Conference 
he held at Borough Road, London, ou the 
first Wednesday in October. That the 
Rev. R. Y. Roberts, of Portsen, be the 
preacher, and that Dr. Burns be requested 
to write a paper for the Conference, or, in 
case of failure, the Rev. Dawson Rums. 

Brother Sage, of Wendover, then read 
a paper on "The Relation of the Church 
to the Congregation." 

It was resolved,-" That the very cordial 
thanks of this Conference be given to 
Brother Sage for the excellent prnctical 
paper which he bas read, nud that he be 
requested to send it for insertion in the 
Magazine.'' There was no time left for 
the discussion of the Rubject of the paper. 

The Rev. J. G. Pike, of Commercial 
Road, preached in the evening from James 
iv. 17, "Therefore to him that knoweth to 
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.'' 

JOHN LAWTON, SecretariJ, 

THE LINCOLNSHIRE CoNFERE~OE was 
. held at Spal<ling on Thursday, June 3. 

In the morning an interesting prayer 
meeting was held, after which brother 
Allsop read a paper on " The kind of 
Literature we recommend to our young 
people." A free Conference followed. A 
vote of thanks waR given to brother Allsop, 
and he waR requested to send the sub­
stance of the paper for insertion in the 
Magazine. 

In the afternoon the report~ of the 
churches were presented, from which we 
learned that ninety.four had been baptized 
since the Inst Confe1·ence, and twenty-nine 
received, and tlrnt forty-two remained can­
didates for baptism. 

Ten pounds having been voted from the 
Home Mission Fund to the church at 
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Whittlesea for the past year, the Trea­
surer's nccounts were read, reporting a 
balance in hand of £13 13s. 4d. 

Tbe following grants were voted for the 
ensuing year :-To Holbeach, £10; to 
Whittlesea, £10; to Lincoln, £10. An 
application for aid was received from Chat­
teris, but was deferred till the next Con­
ference. 

It was decided that in consequence of 
the low state of the funds, no help could 
be given to the friends at Yarmouth. 

Resolved,-1. That we thank brother R. 
"Wherry, of iVisbech, for his services as 
Treasurer, and request him to continue in 
office another year. 

2. That we thank the Secretary for his 
services, and request brother Orton to act 
as Secretary for the next three years. 

3. That brother Chapman be appointed 
to represent this district at the Home Mis­
sionary Meeting at the Association. 

A letter having been read from the Rev. 
R. Smart, of Grimsby, and the friends 
under his care, desiring admission into 
the Conference, and a recommendation to 
the Association, it was resolved, " That 
their request be complied with.'' 

The brethren appointed to inquire as to 
the Gedney Hill Chapel Trust Deed were 
req nested to do so, and report to the next 
Conference. 

A letter having been read from one of 
the Trustees of the St. Ives Chapel Pro­
perty, it was resolved, " That brethren 
Roberts and Barrasa make further in­
quiries a& to that property, and report to 
the next Conference.'' 

Case6 from Boston, 

1. "We earnestly recommend that young 
preachers, after their academical course, 
should, before they accept the office of 
sole pastor over any church, have the 
further advantage of being in the position, 
for at least a year, of assistant to some 
experienced minister, and thus receiving 
practical training for that pastoral work 
which is essential to the well being of our 
churches; a training which they cannot 
be supposed to have enjoyed before they 
went to College, and which they cannot 
possibly receive while they remain in that 
institution. We recommend that the above 
be proposed as the subject of an Associa­
tion Letter.''-Resolved-That the above 
be adopted and sent to the Association, 

2. " That the interests of the Home 
Mission being of primary importance to 
the prosperity of our denomination, de­
serve, equally with the Foreign Mission, 
the periodical visits of a Deputation from 
the Association to every church in the 
Connexion.''-Resolved: That this case be 
referred to the next Conference. 

3. " Can any improvement be made in 
the principle or mode of 1·eceivillg mem. 
hers into our churches ?"-Resolved: That 
this be sent as a case to the Association. 

Resolved: That the next Conference be 
held at Long Sutton, on Thursday, Nov. 
18, and that brother Taylor, of Sutterton, 
be requested to preach in the morning. 
The Secretary to arrange for the Home 
Missionary Meeting in the evening. 

The next Midsummer Conference to be 
be held at Louth. 

At the Home Missionary Meeting in the 
evening brother Staddon presided, and 
addresses were delivered by bre.thren 'l'ay­
lor, Mathews, Winks, and J. C. Jones. 

THOMAS BA.BRASS, Secretary. 

GENERAL BAPTIST ASSEMBLY. 

THE Assembly met as usual on Whit 
Tuesday, May 18th, in Worship Street 
Chapel, London. The three Messengers, 
Revs. J. C. Means, S. Martin, and John 
Marten, were present; also the Revs. -
LindseJ'., T Badcock (of Saffron Walden), 
J. A. Briggs (of Headcorn), T. B. W. Briggs 
(of Dover), E. R. Grant (of Portsmouth), 
J. F. Kennard ( of Billingshurst), J. B. 
Lloyd (of Wareham), Titus Lloyd (of Not­
tage), T. Rix and Dr. Sadler (of London), 
and two ministers of the New Connexion, 
viz., Rev. J. Lawton (of Berkhamp~tead), 
and J. G. Pike (of the Commercial Road, 
London). Several Unitarian ministers 
were present at the services, and during 
other parts of the day. 

The letters and returns from the several 
churches reported baptisms at Worship 
Street and T1·owbridge, and there were 
candidates or inquirers both in these 
churches and at Dover. 

Divine Service commenced at eleven 
o'clock, the Rev. Robert Spears read the 
Scripture, the Rev. L. T. Badcock, gave 
out the hymns, the Rev. John Lawton 
offered the general prayer, and the Rev. 
J. B. Lloyd preached from John iv. 48, 
" Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will 
not believe.'' The preacher's object was to 
show that the great evidence of the divine 
origin of the gospel was not so much the 
signs and wonders, which were to us mat­
ters of history, but the existing results of 
the goRpel, the great Christian church, 
which rested upon it; and the piety, holi­
ness, and love whiob, when sincerely re­
ceived and applied, it had at all times and 
in all places produced. 

After dinner ( which was provided for 
the members of the Assembly and other 
friends) the business was resumed by read­
ing the accounts of the several funds, and 
the Reports of the Committee and of the 
Messengers. The Committee's Report 
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spokA of the gratifying reception given to 
the deputation appointed Inst year to the 
Ann uni Association of the New Connexion 
at Derby, and suggested the appointment 
of a similar deputation this year, as well 
as of one to the London District Confer­
ence of the same body to be held at Berk­
hampstead a week after the Assembly, 
since it was with the churches of that dis­
trict they would have the most frequent 
intercourse, if " their hopes of closer rela­
tions, and indeed of ultimate union, should 
be realized." · 

Mr. Means, in his report, also urged the 
Assembly· to renew the deputation, as it 
was "in fuller association with them (the 
New Connexion brethren) that he dis­
cerned a means, uuder God, of reanimat­
ing the deep religious spirit of our fore­
fathers, when, in those glorious old Puritan 
days, they went out, as the servants of the 
Redeemer, and founded far and wide the 
churches of which our owq, few as they 
are and reduced in strength, are among 
the relics.'' 

Mr. Martin's report referred thus to his 
visit to the Derby Association, " Suffice it 
to sny that I never spent a more delight­
ful, and I may add, profitahle season. Nor 
was it possible for any persons to be re­
ceived inn more kindly nnd thoughtful man­
ner then your deputation on that occasion. 
The numerous friends we met seemed as 
pleased to receive us, as we were to be so 
received by them. In the present low con­
dition of our denomination, 1 see no morti 
hopeful promise of useful Christian help 
than by our cultivation of more frequent 
and cordial intercourse with this interest­
ing section of the kingdom of Christ than 
has been OU!,' custom." 

Mr. S. Mnrtin, of Trowbridge, the other 
Messenger, did not give in n written report, 
but expressed his full accordance with the 
sentiments of his colleagues. 

After the rending of these reports, the 
first resolution passed was this, which had 
been suggested in the Committees Report: 
"That we gladly welcome the brethren 
present of the General Baptist Connexion, 
who are not members of the Assembly, 
and that they be Bdmitted to assist, though 
not to vote, in the business of the day." 

In consequence of this, Mr. Lawton 
and Mr. Pike were enabled to address the 
Assembly, and to move the resolutions 
entrusted to them. Their speeches were 
admirable in spirit and substance, and 
were listened to wilh great interest. The 
deputations to the London District Con­
ference, and to the Annual Association nt 
Sheffield, were nppointed; the former con­
sisting of the llevs. Mr. l\larten and J. C. 
MBans, and Mr. A. J. Marchant, a mem­
ber of Mr, l\larten's church; the latter of 

the Rev. T. B. W. Briggs, E. R. Grant, S. 
Mortin, and J. C. Means. 

The other resolutions, with the excep­
tion of one to petition the House of Lords 
in support of the bill for the disestablish­
ment and disendowment of the Irish 
Church, related to matters of little in­
terest beyond the limits of the Assembly 
and its constituent churches, and do not 
require notice here. 

The meeting, though not numerous, was 
marked by a devout and earnest spirit, and 
excited great interest and hope in those 
present; .a result which the presence and 
speeches of our New Connexion brethren 
largely contributed. 

At the public meeting in the evening, 
which was also of great interest, addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. S. Martin, 
chairman ; by the Rev. J. B. Lloyd, on 
"The Christian Church, a tree of many 
branches, but of one root;" by the Rev. 
T. B. W. Briggs, on" Our Baptist Fathers; 
may we imitate their faithfulness and 
zeal;" by the Rev. F. R. Young, of Swin­
don, on " The Saviour, ever present with 
his people, their guide, their stay, and 
their trust;'' and by the Rev. L. T. Bad­
cock, on "The young, the hope of this 
generation, the strength of the next.'' 
Between the speeches, various hymns were 
sung; among them were those well known 
ones, "Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear;" 
and, "Abicle with me; fast falls the even­
tide." The meeting was closed with prayer 
by the Rev. John Marten, after singing Dr. 
Sutton's hymn, " Hail I sweetest dearest 
tie that binds." J. C. M. 

BosTON.-A report having been circu­
lated that the Rev. T. W. Mathews, pastor 
of the General Baptist church, inttnded 
resigning his pastorate, a special meeting 
of the church was called by the deacons on 
Wednesday evening, June 2, to inquire 
into the truth of the rumour, and to con­
sider, if found correct, what steps should 
be taken to avert the impending crisis. 
The meeting was one of the largest nnd 
most enthusiastic ever held in the memory 
of those present, and resulted in the 
unanimous adoption of the following reso­
lution, moved by Mr. Munford, and 
seconded by Mr. Boothby:-" That this 
church having been under the ministry of 
thti Rev. T. W. Mathews, our esteeme,l 
pastor, for thirty years, and having derived 
both pleasure and profit therefrom, we 
desire again most cordially aud nffec­
tionately to express our entire confidence 
in him, and our growing appreciation of 
his faithful ministrations, an,! do hereby 
pledge ourselves afresh to hold up his 
hands, to stand by him, and give him our 
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couutenauce aud support, while engaged 
in fearlessly proclaiming the whole counsel 
of God, and prosecuting the arduous work 
of pastoring this church : and we pray 
that he may be encouraged by success 
attending his labours, so that his last d11ys 
among us may be his best."-A members' 
tea meeting was held on 'lhursday even­
ing, June 17, to hear Mr. Mathews' 
response. After he bad acknowledged 
that he bad recently entertained serious 
thoughts of leaving, owing to the conduct 
of some who, at the late election, had 
violated their own avowed principles as 
Nonconformists and Baptists, he stated 
that he now felt it would be undutiful to 
resist the voice of the church; and rely­
ing ou their co-operation, and hoping for 
assistance from on high, he would continue 
to discharge his duties as before. The 
decision was received with marked delight, 
and the letter was ordered to be recorded 
in the minutes of the church. 

Copy of Rev. T. W. Mathews' Letter 
read to the church on the 17th of June:-

" Skirbeck Quarter, June 17, 1869. 

"To the Members of the General Baptist 
Chnrch, Boston. 

"Dear Brethren and Sisters,-The reso­
lution you passed on the 2nd of this 
month could not fail to be extremely grati­
fying to me and encouraging. 

"It is well known that I have recently 
had very serious thoughts of resigning my 
pastoral office. They were occasioned by 
want of union in the churcb,-a want pro­
duced by what I and many of us regarded 
as inconsistency on the part of several of 
our number; inconsistency with some of 
the very principles on the existence of 
which our church depends; principles 
which in our dissent from the Established 
Church we have openly avowed, and which, 
in our reception of believers' baptism, we 
emphatically proclaimed; principles which, 
among other points, affirm that infant bap­
tism is an injurious perversion of our 
Saviour's ordinance, and that the State has 
no right to interfere with the religion of its 
subjects. • Render therefore unto Cresar 
the things which are Cresar's; and unto 
God the things that are God's.' 

"Grieved that any of our brethren should 
even seem to have sacrificed these their 
own avowed religious principles to political 
predilections or other worldly considera­
tious ; grieved for their own sakes, and 
for the church's sake, and for the world 
around-I, and several of us, endeavoured 
to convince these friends of their error, 
but nl•s I it was in vain. 

" Afraid of acting wrongly or precipi­
tlitely, nud hoping that time and reflection 

might lead them to perceive their error, 
we are bearing with these brethren. 
While I for one have no personal disre­
spect to complain of, but on the contrary 
much kindness to acknowledge, I confess 
I have not that spiritual fellowship which, 
for fifty years, I have regarded as more or 
less essential to a Christian church. l\iy 
cherished convictions and aspirations on 
this important and practical subject have, 
by this conduct of theirs, r.ecei\"ed n shock 
which I reckon among the severest dis­
appointments of my life. , The best that 
can at present be said of our relation to 
these brethren is that it is one of forbear­
ance. They are not edifying the church, 
nor, I fear, is the church edifying them. 
With this condition of things we are not 
we dare not be satisfied. I hope we are not 
hard to please. Let it be showed us either 
that State Establishments of religion are 
right (in which case we have no right to 
be dissenters), or that they are wrong (in 
which case we do wrong to sanction them). 
Our principles are clear and simple. Let 
our brethren either say that we have acted 
inconsistently with them, or let them ac­
knowledge that they have acted inconsis­
tently with themselves as General Baptist 
Dissenters. Till some such acknowledg­
ment is made, real Christian fellowship 
and confidence and co-operation seem to 
me to be impossible. 

"To return to your friendly and affec­
tionate resolution of June 2, I receil'e it 
with gratitude. I heartily respond and 
accede to the request and hope it conveys. 
Please God I will remain with you. After 
such an expression of your confidence nod 
desire, I can do no otherwise. Permit me, 
thAn, beloved friends, in the language of 
your own resolution, to exhort you to 
stand by me, to support me, to support 
one another, and to support the cause of 
Ch, ist. Do this (1.) by frequent nud 
fervent prayer for me, that the Spirit may 
rest on me-" the Spirit, not of fear, but 
of power, of Jove, and of a sound mind;" 
also by mutual intercession nod by Ruppli, 
cation for the universal church of Chri,t. 

•• 2. By zealously sustaining nil the 
Christian enterprises in which, as n church, 
we are engaged. Far from being con­
tented with our present attainments in 
knowledge, goodness, nod usefulness, let 
us ever be asking the Lord what he would 
have u8 individually and collectively to do. 

"3. By cultivating spirituality of mind, 
in tlrn diligent use of private and social 
means of grnce, particularly the week-day 
meetings, which huve been instituted 
among us for this very purpose. 

"4. lly faithfully maintaining, both in 
the spirit of it nod the letter, that godly 
discipline in the church which our divine 
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Redeemer has enjoined in Matt. xviii. 
15-18. 

" 5. By a conduct toward all men ac­
cording to the golden rule-Matt. vii. 12-
e. conduct blameless and just, dutiful and 
respectful, gracious and generous, that in 
all things you may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour. 

"Finally, once more thanking you for 
your very kind and very welcome resolu­
tion and message, and requesting that this 
my response to it may be copied into the 
church minute-book, 

I remain, beloved brethren and sisters, 
for Jesus' sake, 

Your loving and faithful friend and pastor, 
THOS. W. MA.THEWS.'' 

NoTTINGHllI LooAL PREA.CHERs' UNION, 
-The annual meeting of the Nottingham 
Baptist Local Preachers' Union was held 
at Hucknall Torkard, ou Whit-Monday. 
The reports from the twelve stations on 
the plan shewed additions of sixty-seven 
members by baptism for the past year, 
with twenty-five candidates remaining on 
the books. Various matters of business 
were disposed of, and the brethren were 
gratified to hear of the special efforts put 
forth by the Carrington, Hucknall, and 
Kirkby Woodhouse churches for the ex­
tension and improvement of their chapels 
-the last place received a vote of sym­
pathy and support from the meeting. 
This venerable interest ( the cl..apel being 
115 years old) is recommended to our 
younger and wealthier churches for pecu­
niary aid in their present undertaking to 
renovate and fit up the interior. An 
excellent revival service was held in the 
evening, the chapel being well filled. The 
uext quarterly meeting is appointed to be 
held at Arnold. 

RoTHLEY.-The first Conference of the 
Leicestershire Lay Preachers' Uniou was 
held at Rothley, June 7. There was a 
good attendanoe in the afternoon. Mr. 
Lacey presided, and delivered a very 
pointed and practical address to lay 
preachers, which was followed by several 
other interesting addresses. The evening 
meeting was presided over by Mr. J. Riley. 
A number ol friend~ from the churches in 
the district being present, brethren Mee 
(Leicester), Edward~ and Spendlove (Not­
tingham), addressed the "members of 
churches;" Mr. Holmes (Leicester), "the 
congregation;'' and i\Ir. Thornton, "the 
young." A spirit of earnestness prevailed 
throughout the day, and it was felt that 
the objects of the services would be accom­
plished, viz., the revival of the tone of 
spirituality and activity in those village 
churches which are destitute of pastors. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT.-New Baptist Sabbath 
School.-On Monday afternoon, June 7, 
the corner-stone of a new Sabbath school 
building attached to the Baptist chapel at 
this place was laid by Mr. William Bem­
bridge, in the presence of a large assem­
blage of persons. The proceedings com­
menced by the singing of a hymn, which 
was given ont by the Rev. W. Bishop, of 
Longton, The Rev. W. March, the pas­
tor, read a portion of Scripture, and prayer 
was offered up by the Rev. T. Cocker, 
Independent minister, of Stoke. The Rev. 
W. March then said that in May, 1853, the 
corner-stone of the Baptist chapel was 
laid, and now they were met to witness the 
laying of the corner-stone of a new Sab­
bath school building. During that inter­
val of sixteen years they had had no 
separate building in which their scholars 
could assemble, and they had been com­
pelled to use for school purposes the edi­
fice provided for public religious worship. 
They had long felt the inconvenience of 
that arrangement, and as far back as 1863 
they began to make an effort to provide 
suitable accommodation for their scholars. 
From 1865 to 1868 the project was held in 
abeyance. Since May, 18ti8, till the present 
auspicious hour, they bad resumed with 
greater earnestness their efforts to provide 
the requisite school accommodation, so 
that they could not be accused of unclue 
haste in the steps they bad taken. The 
Baptist Sabbath school was one of the 
largest in Stoke, numbering upwards of 
250 scholars. It was planted in a populous 
and growing neighbourhood, and from all 
appearances they ought to be prepared for 
a larger Sabbath school in the future than 
they bad ha,l in the past. The new 
building would accommodate about J,l0, 
with rooms for infant, senior, and adult 
classes-rooms which were essential for 
properly conducting a Sunday school. The 
entire cost of the school, including heating 
apparatus, gas fittings, and furnishing, 
would he about £600, which, with the 
alterations necessary to be made in the 
chapel, would amount to no less thau .£060. 
The sum at present obtained or promised 
amounted to about £230, so that .!:-130 
remained to be obtained towards paying 
for the entire cost of the new erection and 
the alteration of the chapel. The gentle­
man who wa, to lay the corner-stone was 
present when the corner-stone of the 
chapel was laid, and was one of the oldest 
members of the Ilaptist church in Stoke, 
and they honoured him nccor<lingly.-A 
polished mallet being hnndc<l to l\Ir. Bem­
bridge, the stone was adjusted, and declared 
to be laid, amidst manifestations ol' plea­
sure. l\Ir. Bembridge read an appropriate 
address. A hymn was then sung, and " 
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collection made-Mr. Bembridge himself 
generously placing £-W ou the stoue; the 
school children contributed £18 16s. ld ; 
besides which £9 4s. was obtained. A 
tea meeting was held in the chapel after 
the ceremony connected with the laying of 
the stone. After tea there was an in­
creased attendance, and the chair was 
taken by Mr. E. F. Bodley, of Hanley. 
Severe.I spirited and appropriate addresses 
were delivered, the Revs. W. l\fe.rch, R. 
Priske (Hanley), W. Bishop, T. Cocker, 
C. E. Pratt, E. Johnson (Newcastle), Mr. 
John Taylor, and l\Ir. W. Boulton taking 
part in the proceedings. - Donations 
towards the above object will be thankfully 
received and acknowledged by the Rev. W. 
March, 21, Lawrence Street, Stoke-on. 
Trent. 

GREAT GRIMSBY, Freeman Street.-New 
Baptist Chapel.-About fifteen months ago 
it was thought very desirable that a new. 
Baptist chapel should be erected in the 
new part of this rising town to meet the 
increasing demaud for additional accom­
modation for public worship and instruc­
tion. A meeting was converted for the 
purpose of considering this great and 
important work, at which it was resolved 
that we commence temporary worship in 
the Friendly Societies' Hall in this town, 
on Sunday, March 15, 1868, from which 
time, and up to the 21st March this year, 
we occupied this hall for public worRhip. 
On the 4th May, 1868, we held our inau­
guration services with a public tea meet­
ing, which was numerously attended, and 
the meeting was represented by the pastor, 
Rev. R. Smart, and several other ministers 
of the town and neighbourhood. Collec­
tions were made in aid of the building 
fund, when a liberal sum was collected in 
the room. We continued our undertaking, 
and by the help and blessing of our Divine 
Master we were permitted to see the 
memorial stone of a new Baptist chapel 
laid, on Monday afternoon, Oct. 26, 1868; 
after which there was a public tea, when 
over 400 pnrtook of the good things pro­
vided. TM building Rteadily progressed, 
and happily reached completion without 
loss of life or accident of any kind. For 
this we thank our heavenly Father for His 
special providence and watchful care over 
us. The chapel is designated the "General 
Baptist Chapel," and is a very commodious 
one, being 60ft. by 40ft. inside, and 30ft. 
high, with a convenient school-room 56ft. 
by 20ft. The chapel will accommodate 
700, and the cost will be about £1500, 
towards which sum we have raised nearly 
he.If. It was opened for divine worship on 
Thnrsde.y, May 20, when two excellent 
sermons were preached afternoon and 
evening, by the Rev. T. Goadby, B.A., of 

Derby, from James i. 23, and 1 Kings xviil. 
part of 24th verse-" And the God that 
answereth by fire let him be God." Also 
on Sunday, May 23, the Hev. J. Stevenson, 
M.A., of Derby, preached in the morning 
from Ephesians iii. 20; and age.in in the 
evening to a very attentive congregation of 
about 700, his text being Proverbs xxiii. 26 
-" My son, give me thine heart.'' Both 
services were very impressive, and we 
believe that much good would be the 
result. On the 31st May two sermons were 
preached by the Rev. R. L. McDougall, of 
Lincoln, morning and evening-his 1;exts 
were Philippie.ns iv. 7, and iii. 11. On 
Monday, May 31, we had a large tea meet­
ing in a spacious marquee in Freeman 
Street, and the weather was most pro­
pitious. There was a very large attend­
ance, and about a thousand partook of 
tea, after which there was a public meeting 
in the chapel, which was full. The chair 
was occupied by the mayor, E. Bannister, 
Esq., and the following ministers addressed 
the meeting-Rev, R. Smart (pastor); 
R. L. McDougall; J. Bullock, Hull; 'I.'. W. 
Mathews, Boston; W. Upton, Beverley; 
W. Chapman, Louth; W. Nelson (Wes­
leyan), Grimsby.-We had a be.znar in 
January, and one on June 8, both of which 
will realize about £150. 

SUTTON ST. EDMUNDS.-Presentation to 
Mr. and Mrs. D. D. Billings.-Wbile Non­
conformity has many pastors nobly sup­
ported, it has also churches where the 
pastors do not receive even the sum which 
made Goldsmith's vicar "rich on forty 
pounds a year." Mr. D. D. Billings, of 
Parson Drove, has ministered to the 
General Baptist church at · Sutton St, 
Edmunds, and, for a long period, to the 
Baptist church at Gedney Hill. When 
bis labours commenced there, a room in a 
cottage was large enough for the congre, 
gation; but they went on until the General 
Baptist Tabernacle was built, an unpre­
tending building outside, but inside nently 
pewed, having a nice pulpit, and a series 
of beautiful chandelierR containing oil 
lamps; a baptiBtry iR also built in front of 
the pulpit. Over the church worshipping 
hel'0 Mr. Billings has, with a brief inter­
mission, been pastor for thirty years, nnd, 
up to 1856, received a yearly stipend which 
never exceeded £30. Since that period 
his services have been grntuitous, nnd, to 
mark their appreciation of Mr. Billings' 
services, his church and congregntion 
decided to raise a testimonial, which wns 
presented on Monday, May 17. The testi­
monial consisted of an elegant timepiece 
to Mr. Billings, and of a silver ten service 
to Mrs. Billings. The former was acknow­
ledged by Mr. B. in an address partly 
retrospective of his past relation8 to the 
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people, and partly anticipative of future 
usefulness and comfort among them. The 
present to Mrs. Billings was gracefully 
acknowledged by her son, Mr. J. W. Bil­
lings. Many friends from Wisbech par­
ticipated in the proceedings. 

FoRNCETT ST. PETER.-~he congrega­
tions of General Baptists assembling for 
Christian worship at Forncett St. Peter 
and Moulton have jnst celebrated their 
usual Whitsuntide anniversaries. On 
Monday, May 17, upwards of 200 sat down 
to tea in the Tabernacle, Farncett St. 
Peter, and on the Thursday following 
nearly 400 at Moulton. The weather 
being unusually fine, large numbers from 
Norwich (in connection Tith Priory Yard 
and St. Peter's Hall congregations) availed 
themselves of the privilege of a country 
treat; and so great was the crowd at the 
after meetings, particulady at Moulton, 
that many were unable to gain admission, 
Among the ministers and gentleman who 
addressed the meetings were the Rev. 
MessrH. McAllan aud Clare, of Norwich; 
the Rev. Messr9. Noble, Totten, Tonkin­
son, and Knapton, from the neighbouring 
churches; with Messrs. Brooks, Dawson, 
and Blackburn, of Norwich; and Mr. 
Towler, of Yarmouth. The Rev. G. Mad­
deys, the pastor of the united congrega. 
tions, presided with his usual energy and 
ability; and the meetings were considered 
to have surpassed in interest all prior 
gatherings. 
- EDGESIDE.-Bazaar for Baptist Chapel. 
-A sale of useful and ornamental articles 
for the reduction of onr heavy debt will' be 
held in the school-room of the Particular 
Baptist new chapel, near the New Church 
Station, on October 6th and following 
dnys. The ladies who have kindly under­
taken the management are confidently 
looking to their friends in the General 
Baptist denomination still further to in­
crease the attraction of their stalls. Dona­
tions and articles will be thankfully 
received by MrR. Haworth, Shawclough; 
lVlrs. Stl\pleton, New Church; Mrs. J. 
Hargreaves, Clough fold; Miss Ashworth, 
Edgeside. 

LOUTH, E<Utgate.- Sermons in celebra­
tion of the fifth anniversary of our chapd 
were preached on Lord's-day, l\Iay 30, by 
the Rev. T. R. Stevenson, of Luton. On 
the following Tuesdny a public tea was 
gratuitously provided, after which the rev. 
gentleman gave his interesting lecture on 
"The Skeleton in the House." We are 
glad to state that the chapel debt is now 
reduced to about £50. 

BnouGHTON,-On Lord's-day, May 23, 
the Rev. J. J. Irving, of l\lelton, preached 
two encouraging sermons to good congre­
gations. On the Monday following we 

had our annual tea meeting. After tea 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. J. J. 
Irving, Messrs. Worthington, Crasher, 
Thompson, Reid, and other friends. Col­
lections, &c., £7 6s. 10d. 

BRoUGHTON.-On Lord's-day, June 13,­
the Rev. H. Wilkinson gave some very 
interesting intelligence at Willoughby in 
the morning, and preached at Broughton 
a£ternoon and evening, On )Ionday the 
missionary meeting was held, addressed 
by the Revs. H. Wilkinson and W. Bailey. 
Collections, &c., £16 7s. 2d. 

BARTON F,1B1s.-The annual examina­
tion of the Baptist day school in this 
village took place on Whit-Thursday, and 
was conducted by the Rev. W. Jarrom, the 
master, assisted by the Revs. C. Clarke, 
B.A. (Ashby), W. Hill, and E.W. Cantrell. 
In the various subjects, which included 
Bible, English, and Roman History, Latin 
Grammar, Exercises, &c., the children 
acquitted themselves in a very creditable 
manner, thus evincing great diligence on 
their own part, and great po.ins-taking on 
the part of their instructors. At the close 
of the examination, not less than 500 
persous sat down to an excellent tea, the 
trays for which were gratuitously fur­
nished. In the evening a concert was 
given under the able leadership of l\Ir. H. 
Dennis, who for thirty-one years has con­
ducted musical entertainments at Barton. 
The chapel and school-room were densely 
crowded, and many were unable to gain 
admittance. The pecuninry result wus 
deemed satisfactory, as including the pro­
ceeds of tea and evening collection, £!3 
were obtained towards the support of the 
school, which is maintained exclusively by 
voluntary contributions. 

WALsALL.-The memorial stone of our 
new school-rooms was laid by C. Foster, 
Esq., M.P. for the borough, on Monday, 
June 7. The day was fine, and the con­
course of people was great. Various 
ministers of the town and district were 
present, and some took part in the pro­
ceedings. After the ceremony a large tea 
and public meeting was helu in the Tem­
perance Hall. About 000 sat down to ten, 
and . the public meeting increased the 
number. J. 8. Wright, Esq., of Birrning­
ham, presided. Earnest and practical 
addresses were delivered by the chairman; 
Revs. W. Lees, pastor of the church; J. 
Harrison and L. H. Pnrsons, of Dil'lning­
ham; D. Macallnm, Melbourne; J. Binns 
and J. Hay, Walsall; and Mr. G,•orge 
Ingall, architect, Uirminghum. The choir 
sung several pieces with good taste. Thu 
clear income from the duy's proceodings 
was over £00. We nre laying out 011 new 
Rchools and chapel improvements over 
£1600. Help is greatly needed. 
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HEPToNSTALI. Sucx.-On Lord's-day, 
May 16, the Rev. J. Clifford, LL.B., of 
London, preached our school sermons 
with bis accustomed brilliancy and power; 
on May 9, the Rev. J. Maden, of Shore, 
delivered two discourses in behalf of our 
Sunday school at Nazebottom; and on 
June 13, the Rev. J. Fletcher, of Vale, 
warmly advocated the claims of a similar 
institution at our Sobriety Hall preaching 
place. Collections-Slack, £49 4s.; Naze­
bottom, £18; Sobriety Hall, £15 13s. 9d. 
Total, £82 17s. 9d.-On Whit-Monday we 
he held our annual juvenile missionary 
t.ia meeting. The Rev. J. Clifford, and 
F. H. Bowman, Esq., F.R.S., Halifox, ably 
addressed the audience. Our superinten­
dent reported that the S!,\ck school bad 
raised £14 for the Mission during the year. 

SA'l'rLEY.-On Lord's-day, June 13, two 
powerful and very impressive sermons in 
support of our Sabbath school were 
preached by the Rev. D. Macallum, of 
Melbourne. The congregations were ex­
cellent, especially in the evening, when 
some were unable to obtain admission. 
The collections were more than has been 
realized for many years past. On the fol. 
lowing day the children of the Sabbath 
and day schools had their usual feast. 
Tea was afterwards provided for friends, 
of which about one hundred and seventy 
partook. The profits arising from the tea, 
after defraying the expenses connected 
with the children's treat, when added to 
the collection, made it £14 5s. l½d. Thanks 
be to God for His marvellous kindness 
toward us. 

MILFORD, near Derby.-On Lord's-day, 
June rn, the annual sermons in support of 
the Sabbath school were preached, morn­
ing and evening, by Mr. Wolfenden, of the 
College, and in the afternoon by the Rev. 
F. Knowles, of Belper. The day was fine, 
the congregations were good, and the ser­
vices were of an unusually hallowed and 
profitable character. The collections were 
in udvance of those of any previous year, 
amounting to the liberal sum of £10 5s. 
The school is in a prosperous condition. 

CRoWLE. - Our school sermons were 
preached on Lord's-day, Jupe ~• by Mr. 
Stutterd, ·to crowded congregations. On 
Monday, June 7, after tea in the school­
room, a public meeting wns held; and on 
Tuesday the children walked in procession 
through the town to Tetley Hall, the resi­
dence of Mr. Hind, and after some sports 
in a field, were regaled with plumcake and 
tea. Our school numbers 150 scholars. 
Collections this year, £1! 16s. 8d. · 

BuRNLEY, Ebenezer. - On Lord's-day, 
June 13, an address was delivered in the 
above chapel by the Rev. G. Needham, 
minister of the place, in the morning ; 

and in the afternoon and evening two 
sermons were preached by the Rev. J. 
Harvey, of Bury, to very large congrega. 
tions, when collections were made in aid 
of the Sabbath school, amounting to 
£90 0s. 7fd. 

DEWSBURY.-The sermons on behalf of 
the Sabbath school were preached by Dr. 
Underwood, of Cbilwell College, and an 
address to parents and children was given 
in the afternoon by the Rev. N. H. Shaw, 
the pastor. The attendance was good, and 
the collections liberal. A chapel,, is ur­
gentiy needed in this promising home mis­
sionary station. 

BmcHCLIFFE.-On Lord's-day, June 6, 
three sermons were preached on behalf of 
our Sunday school-morning and evening 
by Mr. Thomas Cooper, and in the after­
noon by the pastor of the church. The 
collections amounted to the liberal sum of 
£64 5s. 9d. 

SHEEPSHED.-On Lord's-day, May 23, 
two excellent sermons were preached on 
behalf of the Sunday school by the Rev. 
J. Salisbury, M.A., of Hugglescote. The 
congregations large, aud the collections 
reached the munificent sum of £12 6s. 9d. 

THE REV. JAMES MARTIN, B.A., of 
Derby Road, Nottingham, the translator 
of several volumes of Clarke's Foreign 
Theological Library, is about to remove to 
Melbourne, Australia, as pastor of the 
largest church in that city. We hope and 
believe that Mr. Martin will be made an 
extensive blessing to the Christian church 
generally in that country, and to the Bap­
tist denomination in particular. 

AUTUMNAL SESSION 01/ THE BAPTIST 
UNION.-lt has been decided to hold the 
Autumnal Session of the Baptist Union 
this year in Leicester. 

BAPTISMS. 

CARRINGTON.-Eight were baptized at 
Stoney Street on Sunday, June 6, after an 
excellent sermon by our pastor, Rev. J. 
Greenwood. In the evening the Lord's 
supper was administered by Mr. W. Bur­
ton, who received the newly-bnptized into 
church fellowship. On Sundny, June 13, 
two friends were received by trnnsfer from 
Stoney Street. 

STOKE-UPON-TRENT. - On Lord's-day 
evening, May 23, our pastor, the Rev. W. 
March, baptized four persons, three of 
whom join the fellowship of this church, 
and one who is a Wesleynn wishes to re­
main in connection with bis own denomi• 
nation. 

BrnMniGHAM, Lombard Street.-On Wed· 
nesday, May 2tl, nine were baptized. 
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SuTTON ST, EDMUNDs.-On Lord's-day, 
June 13, nine persons, six males and three 
females, were baptized by Mr. D. D. Bil­
lings, after II sermon by him from Acts ii. 
12, " What meaneth this.'' One of the 
candidates (a Wesleyan) remains with his 
own people; the other eight, with one 
baptized at Gedney Hill the previous Sab­
bath, were received into fellowship. 

CASTLE DoNINGTON AND SAWLEY.-On 
Lord's-day morning, June 6, three persons 
were baptized by E. Hall Jackson, after 
the monthly missionary sermon, which 
was founded on the "Great Commission;" 
at the Lord's table they ~ere received by 
the church. 

DAYBROOK, near Nottingham.-On Wed­
nesday evening, June 9, sixteen persons, 
eight males and eight females, were bap­
tized by Mr. Batey in Mansfield Road 
chapel. The Rev. W, R. Stevenson, M,A-, 
preached on the occasion. 

HEPTONSTALL SLAcK.-Satarday, June 
12, our brother Sutcliffe baptized three 
believers in the flowing river at Blaighdain, 
and at Slack, on the Lo1·d's-day following, 
our minister immersed seven others. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT, - On Lord's-day 
morning, June 6, the Rev. J. P. Tetley 
baptized five young men, and on the 

evening of the same day received them 
into church fellowship. 

BuRNLEY, Ebenezer.-On May 2, our 
pastor, Rev. G. Needham, baptized ten 
persons; May 5, four; May 27, one; 
and May 30, twelve. All have been added 
to the church. 

BrncHCLIFFE.-On Sabbath afternoon, 
June 13, five persons were baptized by the 
minister of the place, after a sermon on 
" the conversion and baptism of Lydia.'' 

BARTON.-On Lord's-day morning, June 
6th, two friends were baptized, and in the 
afternoon they were welcomed into the 
church. 

RIPLEY.-On Sunday, May 9, seven 
young friends were baptized by the Rev. 
W. Gray, of Birchcliffe, all of them out of 
our Sabbath school, 

W1IJONs.-May 30, at Derby, Elizabeth, 
the beloved wife of William Wilkins, in 
the 63rd year of her age, and was interred 
in the Cemetery, Old Uttoxeter Road. 

NEWTON, - June 10, at Wirksworth, 
Eliza, wife of Mr. Thos. Newton, aged 72. 

at gt innual issotiation. 

FoR the first time in the history of our 
Connexion the yearly assembly has been 
in the town of Sheffield, one of the most 
distinguished centres of the English popu­
lation and of the British power; descrip­
tions of whioh have been attempted by 
admiring denizens and by astonished visit­
ors; but which must be traversed and 
explored in order to be really known hy 
the most sharp-sighted and rliscriminating. 

On Monday evening, at half-past six, the 
proceedings were introduced by an edify­
ing devotional service. The Rev. Thos, 
Stevenson, of Leicester, presided; the Rev. 
E. Bott, of Tarporley, delivered an address 
on the duty of seeking the s11lvation of 
souls; and prayers were offered by breth­
ren J, H. Wood, of Wolvey, Stapleton, of 
Edg,ide, Newman, of Louth, C. Short, 
M.A., of Sheffield, and by the president 
himself. 

At the same hour a very large meeting 
of the Committee and friend, of the Chilwell 
Col~ge was held at the Congregational 
chapel, not m11ny yards from our own, in 
Cemetery Road. The chair was occupied 

by Mr. W. P. Bennett, of Sawley, a liberal 
supporter of the College, and the report 
was read by the Rev. H. Crnssweller, B.A., 
of Derby, the newly-appointed Secretary. 
A large number of important points were 
discussed, and with the utmost freedom of 
speech there was the most pleasing out­
flow of fr,,ternal feeling. The meetiug 
was, as usual, rather long, but it was one 
of the best we have been privilege,! to 
attend. 

At seven o'clock on Tuesday morning u 
second devotional service was conducted 
under the presidency of the Rev. G. Hester. 
An address was given by the Rev. J. Suge, 
of Wendover, on '' Ministeri11l Success; 
how it is hindered by Christians:'' and 
prayers were offered by brethren Cookson, 
1\1 .A., of Lincoln, Springthorpe of Slack, 
Preston of Chesham, and T. Hill of Not­
tingham. 

Punctually at the hour of ten the Rev. 
James Salisbury, M.A., the Chairman of 
the Association, took his place, and de­
livered a well prepared address on Can1s. 
TIAN WoRK. Comprehensive in its range, 
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consecutive in its topics, animating in its 
tone, and practical in its tendency, the 
attention with which it was heard was a 
testimony to its excellence; but the as­
sembly shewed its appreciation of it by 
deciding to print it in a separate form for 
immediate circulation. Mr. Arnold Good­
liffe, of Nottingham, was appointed Deputy 
Chairman, and Mr. F. Thompson, of Derby, 
Minute Secretary. A vote of welcome was 
given to the Association to the ministers 
and members of other denominatiLns, 
which was acknowledged by the Rev. C. 
Short, M.A., who stated that he had been 
a fellow student with the Chairman at 
Horton College, now Rawdon. A second 
vote of welcome was given to the deputa­
tion from the Old Connexion of General 
Baptists, and the ministers of our London 
churches were authorized to reciprocate 
their good wishes by attending the next 
Assembly in Worship Street, London. 
Particular care was taken by the mover 
and seconder of this vote, Dr. Underwood 
and the Rev. Isaac Preston, as well as by 
other speakers, to guard against the sup­
position that they had any sympathy with 
those unevangelical views whose preva­
lence has been so pernicious to the well 
being of the Old Connexion. While the 
deputation itself, the Revs. J. C. Means 
and E. R. Grant avowed an earnest long­
ing for nearer fellowship with us both on 
personal and denominational grounds. A 
third vote was taken at this early sitting 
in favour of the appointment of a Com­
mittee to arrange a general scheme for 
conducting the Centenary Meetings of the 
denomination to be held next year. Abo.it 
twelve ministers and several laymen were 
selected to agree on such scheme, and to 
submit it for approval at the proper time. 
Most of the Delegates and visitors dined 
together in the Vestry Hall; but a large 
number of old students celebrated the 
Annual College Dinner in the school-room 
of the Cemetery Road Chapel. After din­
ner the Rev. T. Goadby, B.A., of Derby, 
acted as Chairman, and proposed the sen­
timents. The life, health, and happiness 
of the President, the Tutor, and of the 
Secretary, was the first sentiment, which 
was responded to by Dr. Underwood, Revs. 
W. R. Stevenson, M.A., and Harris Cras­
weller, B.A. The second sentiment re­
lated to the excellent Treasurer of the 
College, Mr. T. W. Marshall, of Lough­
borough and the lay guests, who made 
appropriate replies. The third sentiment 
was " Our Alma Mater," &c , which was 
acknowledged with his usual energy by 
Rev. J. C. Jones, M.A., of Spalding. This 
was felt to be a happy reunion by those 
who had been spared once more to meet 

in commemoration of earlier days and of 
collegiate advantages. 

The afternoon of Tuesday was left va. 
cant for the larger portion of the friends 
but was occupied by another portion i~ 
attendance on tbe Annual Meeting of the 
Foreign Missionary Committee. The state 
of the funds was un anxious question 
although it was cheering to find that th~ 
debt of the institution is less than it was 
last year. A still more critical question 
was that of sending out an additional 
missionary. As the way for this step 
seemed not sufficiently clear, it was re­
solved to defer it for the present. The 
discussion of this question occupied a. 
long time, and the settlement of it was far 
from being satisfactory to those who had 
pleaded for it as the most prudent under 
existing circumstances. 

In the evening of Tuesday the chapel 
was well occupied by the friends of tbe 
Home Mission. R. Leader, Esq., proprietor 
of the " Sheffield Independent,'' presided 
during the early pa.rt of tbe meeting, and 
delivered an excellent address. The re­
ports were read by the district secretaries, 
and speeches of great interest were made 
by the Revs. J. Lawton, of Berkhe.mpstead, 
J. Greenwood, M.A., of Nottingham, N. H. 
Shaw, of Dewsbury, and T. W. Mathews, 
of Boston. As Mr. Leader was called 
away by other duties his place inJhe cbair 
was occupied by R. Wherry, Esq., mayor 
of Wisbech. 

On Wednesday morning, at seven, 
prayers were offered by several brethren, 
and an address was given by the' Rev. S. 
S. Allsop, of March, on the means of pro­
moting trne fellowship in our cburcbes. 
This was followed by brief observations 
from brethren Whittaker, of Burnley, 

.Preston, of Cheshe.m, Wood, of Wolvey, 
Barrass, of Peterborough, and J. Steven­
son, M.A., of Derby. 

At nine, a large number of the friends 
of Sunday Schools assembled .. Alfred 
Allot, Esq., of Sheffi~ld, presided, and the 
Rev. J. C. Jones introduced the question of 
" The relation of the School to the Church, 
and their bearing upon each other." The 
discussion of this question was opened by 
tbe Bev. I. Preston, and continued by some 
twelve other brethren with great spirit and 
vigour. 

At eleven, Public Worship was held. 
The Rev. C. Short, M.A., of Townhead 
Street chapel, read the Scriptures and 
prayed with much freedom and fervour, 
after which a sermon, of uncommon length 
and surprising power was preached by the 
Rev. J. Alcorn, of Burnley, on the words 
in 2 Cor. ii. 15, 10. Each point in the 
text was distinctly presented, was elabo-
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rated with great skill, and was illustrated 
and enforced by the most copious citations 
from tbe New Testament. 

Jn the afternoon, at three o'clock, the 
Lord's Supper was partaken. The Rev. G. 
Hester presided, tbe Rev. I. Preston 
prayed, an~ the Rev. J. C. Jones delivered 
80 impressive address, 

Jn the evening the Annual Public Meet­
ing of the Foreign Missionary Society 
was held, and troops of friends were 
seen wending their way to one of the 
finest chapels in the.. town - Hanover 
chapel-belonging to the'United Methodist 
Free Church. Prayer was offered by the 
Rev. I. Stubbins. The chair was occupied 
by Mr. Johnson, of Hitchin, in lieu of 
Samuel Plimsoll, Esq., M.P. for Derby, 
whose parliamentary duties prevented his 
presence. The Rev. J. C. Pike :cead a good 
report, and very effective addresses. were 
delivered by Dr. Burns, and J. -Clifford, 
LL:B., of London, J. T. Gale, of Lough­
borough, and W. Bailey, of Wymeswold. 

Early on Thursday morning worship 
was conducted in the Cemetery Road 
chapel, and a sermon was preached by the 
Rev. W. Orton, of Bourne. At nine, after 
prayer by the Rev. J. Finn, of Todmorden, 
the College business was introduced by 
the Rev. H. Crasswe11er, B.A., Derby, who 
read bis report, including sectional reports 
from the President of the College, the 
Classical Tutor, and the Examiners for 
the year. We believe that when this docu­
ment is circulated among the supporters 
of the Institution, it will tend to insure 
not merely continued hut increased devo­
tion to its interests. In connection with 
the ordinary votes of thanks, the Rev. S. 
Cox, of N ottinghnm, was particularly 
remembered for his services as secretary; 
and the Rev. H. Crassweller was unani­
mously approved as his successor in that 
office. Nor were the grent services of the 
treasurer in refation to the now extinct 
debt on tha College premises, ns well ns to 
the ordinary funds of the Institution, over­
looked. A deservecl tribute of npplnuse 
wns paid to Mr. Marshall, nod his con­
tinued gratuitous labours were requested 
nnd promised. At the suggestion of the 
new secretary a subscription, of more thnn 
£!0 we believe, was made in the meeting 
to improve the CollPge Library. 

At the termination of the College busi­
ness, two new churches were received into 
the Connexion-one at Sneinton, neat· 
Nottingham, and the other at Grent 
Grimsby. On the motion of Dr. Under­
wood, seconded by Rev. W.R. Stevenson, 
M.A., deputations were received from the 
Shejfie.ld Temperance Society, and from the 

Auxiliary of the United Kingdom Alliance. 
The deputations ha,ing read their ad­
dresses, the movements which they repre­
sented were commended to the sympathy of 
our churches. Reports were given from the 
Ministers' Reception Committee, from the 
Ministers' Board of Reference, and from 
the Committee of Arbitration in cases of 
dispute. Nothing special had occnrred 
during the past year, but the brethren 
serving were thanked and reappointed. 
The Rev. J. T. Gale read his report of the 
Union Baptist Building Fund, which was 
adopted after due discussion, and its 
officers were reappointed.- The Trustees 
of the Hymn Book reported a year of 
successful sales, and also the preparation 
of a Supplement containing about a hun­
dred hymns and anthems, which may be 
bad either separate from, or bound up 
with, the large hymn book.-The longest 
and most earnest ~iscussion of this sitting 
wns about the General Baptist Magazine. 
The present Editor, since his appointment 
four years ago, had regarded his duties as 
only temporary, and hnd desired to be 
relieved from them as soon as n perma­
nent Editor could he chosen. At his sug­
gestion a resolution hod been agreed to 
that the Magazine should be considered 
ns the property of the Connexion, rather 
thnn of nny individual Editor or Editors; 
and now the question of accepting it, nnd 
of giving o. fixed remuneration to the 
Editor, was discussed. It wo.s first ngreed 
to rego.rd the Mngazine as Connexionnl 
property-next to pay the Editor out of 
the Association fund-nod lastly to com­
mit the conduct of it to the Rev. J. Clifford, 
of London, after the close of the current 
yenr. The retiring Editor, while abstuin­
iag from nil participation in the discussion 
of these points, expressed his corclial 
approval of the decision ; and now he 
makes free to nsk for his esteemed suc­
cessor the hearty support of the whole 
denomination, so that the Magazine may 
obtain a for wider circulation, nod mny 
wield nn augmented power. 

Reverting to the order of business, we 
mny say thnt the Association Letter, on 
"Lessons for General Baptists of the present 
day taught by the deeds of our Fathers," 
was rend by the Rev. J. Jackson Gondby, 
of Leicester, was heard with high npprovnl, 
o.nd ordered to be printed separately, as 
well as in the Year-book. 

The Centenary Fund met with valuable 
support on Thursday afternoon. Mnny 
hnndsome sums were promised, nod it is 
believed thut it will be ruised to its pro­
posed amou11t by the divi11e bl,,ssin,; on 
the united efforts of the ministers of the 
churches, o.nd on the energetic lubours of 
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its able secretary, the Rev. T. Goadby, 
B.A., Derby. 

The cases of Wisbech and Walsall were 
cordially commended to the sympathy of 
the churches. The arrangements for the 
next Association (the Centenary year) are 
as follow :-To be held at Friar Lane 
chapel, Leicester. The Rev. W. Under­
wood, D.D., to be chairman. The Rev. J. 
Burns, D.D., to be the preacher on 
Wednesday; the Rev. J. Stevenson, M.A., 
in case of failure. The Rev. R. Ingham, 
of Halifax, to be the preacher on Tuesday 
morning ; in case of failure the Rev. Thos. 
Goadby, B.A. Special arrangements will 
be added to those of former years. The 
College Committee will meet at three 
o'clock on Monday instead of half-past 
six; and the evening will be wholly given 
up to a religious service, and a sermon 
introduced; the Rev. J. C. Jones, M.A., 
of Spalding, to be the preacher; in case of 
failure the Rev. C. Springthorpe. Also 
a sermon to be preached on Tuesday 
morning at seven o'clock, by the Rev. T. R. 
Stevenson, of Luton ; in case of failure 
the Rev. I. Preston, of Chesham. The 
Rev. J.C. Pike, of Leicester, was appointed 
to be the writer of the next letter; the 
subject to be, "Our Future." 

The Rev. R. Hardy, of Queensbury, was 
appointed to deliver an address at the 
early service on Wednesday morning, and 
in co.se of failure Mr. G. Bayley, of Barnet. 
On the Thursday evening, in lieu of the 
free conference, there will be a grand 
Centenary meeting-R. Wherry, Esq., of 
Wisbech, to preside. Arrangements were 
made, too, for the holding of a bazo.ar at 
Leicester, the proceeds to be devoted to 
the Centenary Fund. Mo.y those who live 
to attend these much ant1cipo.ted services 
be found prepared for their full enjoy­
ment; and may our comparatively small 
and feeble section of Christ's one church 
receive an impulse from them which shall 
result in its more rapid growth in bulk 
and power! 

An announcement was made that Dr. 
Underwood had in preparation a volume 
of General Baptist Biography, and that 
the Rev. T. Goadby was intending to pub­
lish his centenary address in an expanded 
form; both volumes to be reo.dy for the 
Association of 1870. 

The meetings concluded with passing 
votes of thanks to the various officers and 
chairman of the Association, and especially 
to the friends at Cemetery Road for their 

sustained and abundant efforts in pro. 
viding every necessary hospitality and 
comfort for the ministers and delegates. 
Considering this is the first Association 
ever held at Sheffield, too much prnise 
cannot be accorded for the excellent man­
ner in which the Rev. Giles Hester and 
his friends carried out every arrangement. 
A vote of thanks was also passed to the 
ministers and members of other churches 
for their kind and hearty co-operation. 

At the close of the sittings a free con­
ference was held. The Rev. J. H. Wood 
gave an account of a recent revival of 
religion at Longford, commenced by the 
holding of meetings for prayer. No less 
than seventy had been baptized, sixteen 
were candidates for baptism, and others 
were coming forward. There was no great 
excitement there, but there was intense 
earnestness, and sometimes intense feel­
ing.-The Rev. W. Orton spoke- on the 
importance of Christians conversing with 
the unconverted around them, and seeking 
their good.-The Rev. G. Needham, of 
Burnley Lane,, go.ve an account of the 
great work that had been accomplished in 
connection with his own church, by the 
holding of inquiry meetings.-The Rev. 
J. C. Jones, of Spalding, counselled ex­
treme caution in the admission of mem­
bers to their chnrches, and spoke of the 
necessity that existed for some organisa­
tion by which newly-baptized persons 
might be watched over, counselled, and 
warned, until their spiritual life became 
strong.-The Rev. S.S. Allsop also referred 
to the great work that hRd been going on 
at Longford.-The Rev. Giles Hester spoke 
of the difficulty the teachers in his schools 
had felt in retaining the elder scholo.rs, 
and said that by the holding of meetings 
in which they were specially interested 
the difficulty had been overcome, and the 
scholars had been greatly blessed.-The 
Rev. J. Clifford, of London, replied tho.t in 
connection with the church of which he 
was the minister, and which numbered 
some 450 members, the church books 
were carefully revised month by month, 
and absentees were visited. Two years 
ago the average attendance at their com­
munion was 220; last year, when the 
above plo.n was adopted, the o.vemge 
attendance was over 300.-Dr. Sutton's 
favourite hymn-

" Hail, sweetest, dearest tie that binds," &c. 
was then sung, prayer was offered, and the 
sittings of the Association concluded. 
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ltissiomuy ® hstrhtr. 

THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY MEETING AT SHEFFIELD. 

TIIE annual meeting in aid of the 
Society's Mission in Orissa was 
held on Wednesday evening in Han­
over Chapel, which had been kindly 
lent for the occasion. There was a 
large attendance. Samuel Plimsoll, 
Esq., M.P. for Derby, had been 
announced to preside, but a letter 
was read from that gentleman re­
gretting his inability to attend. On 
the motion of the Rev. J. C. Pike, 
R. Johnson, Esq., of Hitchin, was 
called upon to preside. The hymns 
were given out by the Rev. W. Hill, 
of Barton, and the opening prayer 
was offered by the Rev. I. Stubbins, 
of Quorndon. The meeting through­
out was a very enthusiastic and en­
couraging one. 

The chairman, in the course of a 
few introductory remarks, said it 
would not be necessary for him to 
say much about christian mis­
sions, but simply to remind them 
that all classes of christians were 
unceasingly at work in spreading 
the gospel of our Lord -Jesus Christ 
over the whole area of the earth's 
surface. The commission given by 
our gracious Lord, " Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature," was now taken up 
by all classes of christians ; and 
wherever there was a creature in this 
world to whom a christian man 
could gain access, it was clear to 
their minds that it was their duty to 
preach to him the living gospel. 
He then referred to Knibb, Williams, 
and other well known missionaries, 
and said the map of the world was 
almost covered with the names of 
me~ who had gone to their ever­
lastmg rest whilst engaged in the 
great work of preaching the gospel 
to the heathen. These men were 
not taken from the higher ranks of 

the people in this country. One of the 
greatest men who had ever engaged 
in this greatest of all works was a 
working shoemaker, or to use his 
own words, "only a cobbler." He 
had had the privilege of seeing 
Carey's sign in the Regent's Park 
College - " Second Hand Shoes 
Bought and Sold "-and it was 
almost worth a pilgrimage from 
Sheffield to London to see. After 
speaking of the men who had 
rendered themselves famous in the 
mission fields of India and Africa, 
he remarked that their Society had 
undertaken to evangelize the pro­
vince of Orissa, to erect the banner 
of the cross in what was the very 
stronghold of heathendom. 

The Rev. J.C. PIKE, the secretary, 
then read an an abstiact of the annual 
report. It stated that one of the 
results of the conference held last year 
in Derby was an increased degree of 
interest in the work of the Mission; 
and the fruit of that livelier interest 
was attested by larger contributions 
from several churches. It was, 
however, disappointing to find that 
there had not been any material in­
crease in the home income of the 
Society. The home receipts for 1868, 
exclusive of legacies and sacramental 
coUections, were £2,524 9s. ld.; this 
year they were £2,524 19s. 6d., the 
increase being only 10s. 5d. The 
accounts had been carefully analyzed 
to ascertain how it was that with in­
creased zeal and liberality on the part 
of a number of the churches, there had 
been no proportionate increase in the 
funds of the Society. The stern logic 
of figures necessitates the painful con­
clusion that the enlarged efforts of 
some had been neutralized and counter­
balanced by diminished efforts on tho 
part of others. The receipts from forty­
three churches were £269 19s. lld. 
less this year than last, while thirty­
five churches that had not contributed 
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at all, nine of them last year raised 
£30 16s. 9d. It was therefore, appa­
rent that if the churches that had 
raised less this year or had not con­
tributed anything had kept up to the 
level of last year, the home income of 
the Society would have been increased 
this year _by £300 16s. 8d., making a 
total of £:!,825 16s. 2d. Many of the 
thirty-five non-contributing churches 
were very small and weak, but it was 
thought that about half of them might 
be relied upon to do something regu­
larly. In one aspect of the case these 
facts were encouraging. They proved 
that it was not beyond the power of 
the associated churches to raise a 
home income of £2,900 or £3,000 
annually. Had fifty-three churches 
raised as much this year as they did 
last, the home income would have been 
only £7 4 3s. 10d. short of £2,900; and 
it was shewn at the Derby conference 
that with an income of about £3,000 
the committee would be able to meet 
all the claims of the Mission in Orissa, 
and keep in a state of efficiency all the 
departments at work there. Had the 
fifty-three churches with those that 
had not contributed anything striven 
to do a lit(le more than last year, it was 
reasonable to suppose that the income 
would have been at least £3,000. 
Looking at the actual position of the 
Society, there was room for congratu­
lation. To a certain extent the in­
come of the year covered the expendi­
ture and left a balance of over £90 
towards the reduction of the debt due 
last year to the treasurer. Two years 
ago the debt was £639 18s. 4d., to-day 
it was £282 2s. 2d. The reduction 
last year was due almost entirely to 
the amount received from legacies. 
This year next to nothing had been 
received from that source, and the 
reduction had been effected from 
the ordinary funds of the Mission. 
The brethren in India had reported the 
receipt of large sums, chiefly for 
schools and orphanages. More than 
£6,860 had been received, and the 
mere mention of these figures was 
enough to show the magnitude and 
importance of the work in which their 
missionaries were engaged. The re­
port then went on to allude to the 
death of several of the oldest and 
largest subscribers to the Mission 
funds, and concluded by giving several 

interesting extracts describing the 
progress of the work in Orissa. 

Mr. THOMAS HILL, of Nottingham 
the Society's treasurer, was called 
upon to read the financial statement­
but he observed that as the secretary 
had dwelt so much on the financial 
position of the Society, he had taken 
all the wind out of his sails, and had 
left him scarcely anything to say. 
There were, however, one or two items 
which the report had not touched 
upon. It should be known that in 
addition to the money subscribed at 
home for the Mission, upwards of 
£6,000 had found its way into the 
hands of the missionaries. About 
£3,000 or £4,000 of that sum came 
from a source which it was generally 
hard to get money from, namely, the 
Government; and the remainder came 
from a class of gentlemen who at 
home were not amongst the largest 
subscribers to the funds of missionary 
societies, the colonels, officers of regi­
ments, and others engaged in public 
works. These gentlemen were residing 
in the locality where their missionaries 
were labouring, and thongh often they 
were members of the Church of Eng­
land, they were so convinced of the 
good work the missionaries were doing 
that they actu_ally subscribed more in 
proportion to their means than we in 
England did. What did this teach 
him? Why, that those who lived 
next door, as it were, to the mission­
aries were better able to judge of the 
work they were doing than those at 
home, and that he would rather believe 
the testimony of gentlemen who were 
able to judge of what the missionaries 
were doing, and who subscribed_ so 
liberally to help them in their various 
benevolent enterprises, than he woukl 
those who spoke disparagingly of them 
at home. Whenever he heard hints of 
a disparaging character, as be occa­
sionally had, his reply always was, 
"If I give a man money who lives 
next door to me, you may depend upon 
it I do not part with the money with­
out knowing the reason of my giving 
it. Mr. Hill next referred with plea­
sure to the fact that the son of the 
Dean of Ripon, C. J. McNeile, Esq., 
had collected among his friends in 
England more than £1,065, which 
amount he had sent direct to the mis· 
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sionaries in Orissa. He also referred 
to the fa.et that in Scotland Colonel 
Young had greatly intFJrested himself 
in the Mission, and had induced a num­
ber of ladies to make np and forward 
a large quantity of goods, which had 
been sold at Cuttack, and realized more 
than £300. 

The Rev. Dr. BuRNs, of London, 
moved the first resolntion :-

" That the report, an abstract of which has 
now been read, be received and printed under 
tbe direction of the Committee; the meeting 
rejoices to hear that notwithstanding the heavy 
Joss sustained by the Society through the death 
of the Rev. J. 0. Goadby, and also two of the 
native preachers, that the aspects of the work in 
Orissa are more cheering than at any former 
period of the Society's history, and that the 
additions by baptism have been larger than 
many previous years." 

At the commencement of his speech 
Dr. Burns desired it to be understood 
that the large sum the treasurer had 
referred to as given by the Government, 
was devoted entirely to a secular and 
philanthropic object, viz., for the clothing 
and feeding of the famine orphans placed 
under the care of the missionaries. He 
mentioned this, because he was anxious 
that none of their friends should go 
away with the impression that they, the 
most intensified Nonconformists, were 
ready to receive Government money for 
the support of the gospel either at home 
or abroad. Whilst other missionary 
societies had good reports, he had never 
failed, daring more than thirty years, to 
hear good reports of their own mission. 
The sainted Mr. Pike, of Derby, never 
produced a bad report ; and he was glad 
in that respect that his mantle had fallen 
upon his sou. The abstract which had 
just been read was exceedingly interest­
ing, and he should like to impress on 
their friends, that if they would do 
justice to themselves, to their secretary, 
and to their important mission in Orissa, 
they ought carefully to read the whole 
of the report quietly in their own houses. 
If that were done, and the contents of 
the report duly pondered over, he did 
not think there would be much indiffer­
ence amongst them in the cause of mis­
sions. Certainly there would not be the 
miserable and scanty support which was 
now given to their noble mission. With 
respect to christian missions, it was now 
too late in the day to be the advocate of 
them. They might as well plead for the 
preaching of the gospel in the world; for 
Christian missions were simply preach-

ing the gospel, not only at home, but in 
regions where the evangelist's foot had 
not trodden before. He, therefore, felt 
it to be altoi!elher superfluous to attempt 
the advocacy of, or to profess to be the 
pleader of, missions. What missions 
were in ancient times, they were now. 
The same gospel which Paul and the 
apostles preached, wa9 now being 
preached to the heathen; the same 
agencie9, the same moral machinery, 
then employed, they were still employ­
ing. The same object that was ever 
contemplated, was contemplated now­
the salvation of souls. Shall it be said 
that the mission cause had become effete, 
that it had lost its vitality, and that the 
power it once had it did not retain? 
Who would venture to say that, who had 
the slightest knowledge of modern mis­
sions, and of the inflaence of modern 
missions upon the world? Would any 
body venture to say that, in the face of 
those striking and startling facts with 
respect to the conversion almost of the 
whole world. Let any person go back 
to the period when the first report of 
their missions was published-fifty-one 
years ago-and contemplate the great 
countries of the world then, and con­
template their state now. Let him look 
at those beautiful islands of the Sonthern 
Pacific. Not only were the inhabitants 
of those islands almo3t all of them civi­
lized and educated, but some of the 
islands were almost entirely evangelized. 
The Lord's day was better regarded in 
some of the islands of the Southern 
Pacific than in the cities and towns of 
Great Britain. Let any one contrast 
the present state of the once cannibals of 
Fiji and New Zealand with what it was 
some years ago; the desolated condition, 
the almost degraded animal condition, of 
the aborigines of Australia and Van 
Dieman's Land. Let them look at the 
influence education and preaching the 
gospel had produced. If the gospel had 
lost its power, he wanted to know where 
and when. He wanted to know what 
state of society it had failed to affect in 
modern times which it had succeeded in 
affecting in ancient days. He knew of 
no such instance. Go into Africa, go 
into the regions of the East, go to the 
northern pole as close as they could 
where human beings were to be found; 
go to other parts of the earth trodden by 
christian missionaries, and the results 
were invariably the same-not equally 
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successful, but in every case the gospel 
retained its divine influence, and had as 
much power as it bad eighteen hundred 
years ago-the power of God unto the 
salvation of men. If missionary societies 
bad failed in modern times, he asked 
what missions bad failed. The Mora­
vian mission was a graud, magnificent 
success; the Church of England missions 
were a glorious success; the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society was a magnificent 
success ; the London Missionary Society 
has been trumpeted forth all over the 
world, and they knew it to be a magnifi­
cent success; the Baptist Missionary 
Society was universally acknowledged 
to be a great success; and various mis­
sionary bodies in connection with the 
Methodists were a success. Then would 
anybody say that their own Mission was 
not a success P Let them remember the 
names of Peggs, Bampton, Lacey, and 
Sutton. Let them take a survey of the 
site occupied by their brethren in Orissa. 
Let them look not only at the success of 
the gospel in the conversion of the 
heathen there, but at their orphanages 
and schools. Was there a more mag­
nificent spectacle than an orphan school 
in which were educated, clothed, and 
fed, and led to the knowledge of salva­
tion more than three hundred destitute 
children P That was a spectacle on 
which the angels would gaze with won­
der and delight. Then there was their 
printing press, which every day circu­
lated the leaves of knowledge among the 
ignorant and the perishing. Then there 
was their college for native preachers, 
in which a number of young natives bad 
been trained for the work of the gospel. 
The site of their mission was in some 
respects a drawback, for instance, as to 
distance. He wished there was a chance 
of their being able to get to it in a 
month. Bnt, apart from the distance, 
it was jnst the place that missionaries 
ought to go to, for Orissa was one of the 
darkest places upon the face of the 
habitable globe. In that field of labour 
there was very sacred dust, and he 
could not but believe that the influence 
of the sainted ones who had died there 
in harness would tell for generations yet 
to come. Dr. Burns mentioned the 
names of Charles Lacey, Dr. Sutton, 
and that noble young man just departed, 
brother J. O. Goadby. From the latter, 
he said they had expected a long series 
of labours and long and continuous effort 

in his Master's cause; but the great and 
wise Arbiter of life and death said, 11 It 
is enough," and called him away sud­
denly from the field of labour to the 
home and reward of heaven. The 
religious influences which bad been 
exerted in Orissa for half a century 
were telliug, and they would tell; and if 
the success in the first case was great 
when their brethren were mainly en­
gaged in diggii:Jg and enlarging the 
foundations, the future success would 
come with a majesty, with a magnitude 
and with a rapidity that would fill th~ 
hearts of the friends at home, and friends 
everywhere with unspeakable joy and 
thanksgiving to God. 

The Rev. J. T. GALE, of Lough­
borough, in seconding the resolution, 
referred to the attack upon the cause of 
missions recently made in the Honse of 
Lords, and said their brethren and 
sisters had to elect whether henceforth 
they would be placed among the respect­
able fraternity of " rogues," or that con­
temptible race of beings known as 
"enthusiasts." The spirits of missiona­
ries, as they read these things, must 
have been most deeply moved; and 
when their first feelings of righteous 
anger and holy indignation bad given 
place to feelings of pity for their lord­
ships, they would, next most strongly 
and earnestly desire to know what they 
their friends at home thought of this 
attack upon their fair fame. To their 
keeping the missionaries bad commended 
their honour, and most anxiously were 
they now looking to see how they met 
this assault. If they conld iu a moment. 
communicate with their friends in Orisaa, 
be would say let these words go forth : 
"Brethren beloved and sisters beloved, 
honoured of the church and honoured of 
the Lord, we treat as cruel calumnies 
these falsehoods that have been uttered 
in this land of onrs, and we tell you that 
our trust and confidence in yon are as 
strong now as when you left our beloved 
land; that we believe your trust is in 
God, and the power of the gospel you 
preach; and, above all, we charge you, 
in the name of Christ whom you serve, 
that you wait not for mercbaut or ex­
plorer, but, strong in the security that 
God can give, go everywhere preaching 
the word." He bad derived much corn· 
fort from the fact that attacks upon their 
great and noble cause had come from 
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the Honse of Lords, and believed their 
friends might rejoice, for the day of 
triumph was at hand. He ridiculed the 
notion that it was the dnty of the chris­
tian missionary to wait for the explorer 
or the trader, and replied to the objec­
tion that christianlty was not now as it 
formerly was, of primary importance in 
evangelizing the world. In conclusion 
he pointed oat that when christianity 
lost its interest in missions, its own 
decay could not long be delayed. 

The Rev. J. CLIFFORD, LL.B., of 
London, moved the second resolution: 

"That this meeting. while gratefully iwknow­
ledging the many tokens of the Divine favour 
enjoyed by the Society in the past year. recog­
nize the urgent necessity of further help for 
their already overburdened brethren and sisters 
in Orissa by sendi~ out at the earliest period 
additional missionanes, and anew commend the 
Mission to the confidence and supl'ort of nil who 
serve and love the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Mr. Clifford said-There is no fact of 
more pregnant interest to thonghtfnl and 
christian men, considering the futnre of 
gospel missions to the heathen, than the 
marvellous and astonishing rapidity with 
which the British people are already 
taking possession of the entire globe. In 
a work recently written by Mr. Went­
worth Dilke, we are led out on a tonr of 
the world for the purpose of investigating 
what be very appositely call:! " Greater 
Britain;" and nnder his faithful and dis­
creet guidance it is impossible to avoid 
seeing the overwhelming magnitude of 
the part the children of Western civi­
lization are now playing, and shall yet 
play in the wide affairs of mankind. 
The enormous growth of our colonial 
empire is bnt a trifle compared with the 
lightning speed and gigantic energy with 
~hich the English race is pushing itself 
mto the mid;t of every nation, 11ncl peo­
ple, and tribe under heaven. The Saxon 
is abroad. J:fo country is forei!(n to him. 
Everywhere we are on his track. Go 
~here and when you will, it is almost 
rn1possible to get out of sight of the 
traces of our fatherland. The Britisher 
i~ ubiquitous. Yon cannot keep him at 
home. He scales the loftiest ramparts, 
and storms the stoutest barricades. He 
l~ughs at the ravages of fever, pricks up 
lus ears at tlHl rou of the king of beasts, 
and like a war horse in the din of battle­
array, starts eager aud impetuous for 
~he fight with difficulty. Wherever there 
is aaythiag to be got, or seen, or done, 
there is a Briton with his hand ready to 

Q 

grasp, his eye to see, and his mind to 
work. Various causes make the pro­
verbially home-loving Englishman a 
wanderer npon the face of the earth. 
Sheer restlessness drives many from a 
goodly heritage in quest of a repose 
which is never discovered, and a satis­
faction. they never find. The cross of 
the Lord J esas is at once the standard 
and the starting-point of a large company 
of brave and noble men, who go into all 
the world to preach the gospel to every 
creature. Science also leads forth an 
exceeding great army of geographers and 
astronomers, chemists and botanists, and 
many of like precious pursuits. Political 
government carries the diplomatist and 
the lawyer, the soldier and the sailor, 
often whither he would not. Commerce 
calls alond upon her myriad subjects, 
and away they go, in clustering crowds, 
chart in band, daring in heart and hope, 
in eye ready to follow whithersoever she 
may lead; so that if in the Sheffield 
Independent it were reported to-morrow 
morning on reliable authority that in the 
vast and arid deserts of Africa there 
was a river Pactolas with its golden 
sands, you Sheffielders would "cat" 
your cutlery at once, and, as has hap­
pened in California, and on the west 
coast of New Zealand, we should hnve 
an English government established forth­
with, and another colony added to oar 
already capacious dominions. There is 
no spot, indeed, on the wide earth, not 
even suspicions and hesitating Ja pan, or 
inhospitable Siberia, from which the 
Saxon is effectually banished. He hunts 
the tiger in Africa, catches the seals in 
North America, makes a road through 
Burmah, aud engineers new routes and 
dispenses old laws in Hindostan. He 
reposes in blissful quiet and with a 
wierd mysticism fastening upon him 
under the palm trees and iu the olive 
groves of strange Eastern lands; walks 
in the tea gardens of the celestial empire 
of the Chinese, and amongst the rice 
fields of far-extending India; bathes 
himself in the sunny waters that break 
upon the shores of the Polynesian islands; 
build~ up a New England iu the un­
tenanted but gold-ribbed wastes of 
An~tralasia; drives out the Maories from 
their ancient homo in New Zealand; and 
extirpates the wild Indian, and hushes 
his war-whoop in the hunting grounds 
of the woods of America. Sent out as 
an incurable convict, he founds an em-
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pire as vast as that of Darius ; com­
missioned of God _as a missionary of 
Christ, he opens wide the door of the 
kingdom of heaven to tribes who were 
the very scam aud outcasts of the earth, 
and we now see their children waving 
the palm-branch of victory over evil, 
and wearing the crown of dominion over 
wrong. Like a Pythian racer, all "air 
and fire," he scales the mountainous dis­
tricts of the N eilgberries; and now, like 
a careful Yorkshire farmer, be· counts 
his wealth on the sheep runs of Victoria. 
In South America be enthusiastically 
examines the fiftieth part of the wing 
of some beautiful beetle; and across the 
United States he constructs a railway 
4000 miles long from San Francisco to 
New York. Verily, it were scarcely an 
exaggeration to say, there is no speech 
nor language where the Britisher's voice 
is not heard. His line has gone out 
through all the earth, and his words and 
works to the end of the world. In them 
bath God set tabernacles for the suns of 
commerce, of science, of philosophy, and 
of religion, which, attired with the glory of 
Oriental bridegrooms, and rejoicing with 
the conscious strength of the strong, go 
forth on their errands of gladness and good 
will from end to end of the ·wide earth. 

But this is far from being the 
most important aspect of this subject. 
This dispersion of the British people is 
nothing less than an invasion of the 
world at every point by an army of 
well-disciplined and invincible con­
querors. The Saxon goes to lead, not 
to be led. He is a born ruler. The 
education of centuries bas made him a 
natural king. The children of this last 
and greatest dispersion are marching 
towards universal dominion far more 
surely and wisely than ever Grecian 01• 

Corsican hero did. Though men know 
it not, or only see dimly and in sadness 
the fact, yet when they admit British 
energy, enterprise, pluck, and skill, they 
are sowing those dragons' teeth which 
history and philosophy alike declare will 
spring up in a harvest that shall consume 
them. Not, of course, that this is a 
conquest as of brute over brute; it is a 
triumph of mind, of educated heart and 
brains over ignorance and folly, and it 
belongs to the church of the Lord Jesus 
to make it the triumph of goodness and 
truth, i.e., in a word, the victory of her 
divine King. I speak the words of 
truth and soberness. Mr. Dilke declares 

that everything indicates that the world 
is given up, so far as leadership is con­
cerned, to the Anglo-Saxon race. "In 
the direction of San Francisco and the 
Pacific the future has no bounds; throogb 
California and the Sandwich Islands, 
through J apao, fast becoming American; 
and China, the coast of which is already 
British, our race seems marching west­
ward to universal role." Again he says 
-" Ships are manned with motley crews 
of Bombay Iascars, maories, &c. There 
are no British or American seamen now 
except boys, who are to be quarter­
masters some day, and experienced 
hands, who are quarter-ma8ters already. 
But there is nothing to regret in this. 
Anglo-Saxons are too valnable to be 
used as ordinary seamen, where lascars 
will do nearly, and maories quite as well. 
Nature 8eerns to intend the English for 
a race of officers to direct and guide the 
cheap labour of the eastern peoples." 
Now I wish to ask, if such is our destiny, 
are we in any true sense ready for a 
faithful discharge of all the moral and 
spiritual obligations such a position 
brings P Have we, as a people, the 
qualifications necessary for the exercise 
of such functions P To us who are the 
subjects of the Lord Jesus, and who re­
gard Hirn as King, by divine right as 
well as by self-sacrificing love, of the 
whole human family, it can 11ever be a 
matter ot indifference what is the legacy 
left by the Anglo-Saxon race in the 
homes and villages and towns of the na­
tions of the earth Our commission bids 
us make disciples of all nations. We are 
clearly going amongst them. Are we as 
clearly leading them into the blessed 
school of Christ P We believe that J csns 
tasted death for every man, and that iu 
His sacrifice there are priceless blessings 
for the world. Are we making this known 
wherever we go P Who and what are 
these men that are threading the globe, 
making all peoples that on earth do 
dwell familiar with the English name 
and the English character P In what 
spirit do they meet the inferior races of 
the earth; iu that of Christ or that of 
Satan ; in that of brotherly love and 
manly help, or that of tyrannic sel­
fishness and grinding oppression; in that 
of loving pitifulness and strict justice, 
or that of grasping covetousness and 
heartless cruelty? Iu short, what kind 
of future may we expect for the world 
when it is under the leadership of the 
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British people P Cheerfally we allow 
that much real and abiding good has 
been carried from this old storehouse to 
the needy families of the earth. The 
rich and mature fruits of civilization, 
garnered and accumulated during cen­
turies, have been scattered like winged 
seeds to the four quarters .of the globe. 
Britain reproduces herself at the antipo­
des, and the child is fairer and stronger 
than the mother. English thought, Eng­
lish order and justice, and English phi­
lanthrophy reappear in ten thousand 
form9 by the agency of the three hundred 
millions of English-speaking people on 
the globe. We rejoice to witness the 
moral and material benefits distributed 
by science and commerce, by good gov­
ernment and wise laws, by brave deeds 
and gentle words. But when we have 
made the largest allowances, the picture 
still offers many dark and repulsive 
spots. There are men of great observa­
tion and eKperience, some of whom can­
not be supposed to be prejudiced against 
their countrymen, or vastly enamoured 
of missions, who give no flattering ac­
count of the moral influence of this dis­
persion. Sir F. Head, Mr. Catlin, Mr. 
Whymper, Captain Burton, and many 
others, loudly assure us that we are 
doing incalculable harm in many parts 
of the world, spreading the rankest vices 
of our conventional civilization, and 
leaving behind most of its redeeming 
virtues, reproducing all that is cruellest 
aud most godless in our British life, and 
neglecting to foster whatsoever is lovely 
and of good report. They assure us 
that "the least degraded Indians are 
those who have the least to do with the 
white man," One sums up our rela­
tions to the red inhabitants of the 
backwood~ in this terrible way: "White 
men, whiskey, tomahawk~, scalping 
k □ ives, gunpowder, ball, smallpox, de­
bauchery and extermination." India's 
past history we know will not bear 
examination. It has too often been 
the gambling-room of political specu­
lators without conscience and without 
humanity, and even now, favourable as 
the changes made of late are, there is, 
according to Mi.ls Carpenter, much room 
for improvement in the treatment of na­
tives by the civilians. Captain Burton, 
speaking of the visits of Englishmen to 
the West Coast of Africa, says, " Chris­
tian traders have made the traffic in ar­
dent spirits a c11rse far heavier than the 

slave import." .And witho11t multiply­
ing quotations I may add the testimony 
of Mr. Gladstone, as given in the Blue 
Book : "It is not. too much to say that 
the intercourse of Europeans in general, 
without any exception in favour of the 
subjects of Great Britain, has been, un­
less when attended by missionary exer­
tions, a source of many calamities to un­
civilized nations. Too often their terri­
tory has been usurped, their property 
seized, their numbers diminished, their 
character debased, and the spread of 
civilization impeded. European vices 
and diseases have been introduced among 
them, and they have been familiarized 
with the use of the most potent instru­
ments for the subtle or violent destruc­
tion of human life, viz, brandy and gun­
powder." And is this the boasted civili­
zition that is everywhere, according to 
some modern apostles of progress, to 
pioneer and precede christianity? Is this 
the Saxondom that must not be disturbed 
by the christian church without the per­
mission of the Dake of Somerset, and a 
warrant from the Chamber of Peers that 
our proceedings are in every respect 
worthy of "discreet" men ? Are we to 
wait with the gospel of of the grace of 
God, which teaches men to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, while our country­
men go anywhere and everywhere with 
the gospels of gin and gunpowder, and do 
their devils work? Wait? Stay at 
home? Not while a single fibre of true 
life is left in us? Not so long as one 
healthy christian church breathes oat its 
love to Christ and man in the island. 
Wait I tell the mother to wait ere she 
strikes a deadly blow at the serpent 
that sends out its fangs to destroy her 
child. Tell it not to men who have ob­
tained a love that is deeper and stronger 
and even more heroical than hers, even 
the love of God in Christ, which con­
strains us to die rather than disobey. 
Wait I and let the name of Britain bo 
trailed in the mud of vices she is trying 
to cast out of herself. What I bid the 
angel that flies in the midst of heaven, 
having _tbo everlasting gospel to preach 
to every creature, fold his wings and 
speed no further with the message, whilst 
the destroying angels of civilization, war 
and whiskey, have liberty to roam all 
over the world. Not a moment will wo 
wait I We strike while the iron is hot. 
We will seek to make Britain's children 
better before they leave home, and we 
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will follow them whithersoever they go 
after they forsake the old island. As 
commerce opens the door we will follow 
to teach men to observe just balances 
and avoid false measures, and to remem­
ber that they have a Master in heaven. 
.As science cuts a path for her march 
amongst the nations we will tread it to 
assure those we meet that the Lord of 
this world is not dead but living to love 
men, that He is not a fixed law, a power­
less fate, but a Being with a heart yearn­
ing for their redemption. And where 
neither science, nor commerce, nor 
government goes, we will do, as we have 
a thousand times before, we will go first 
and take them with us, and baptize 
science, commerce, and government, 
with the spirit of Christ. We must go. 
Patriotism compels us. The saving ele­
ment of civilization is christianity. We 
must sow this salt everywhere to coun­
teract the evil done in our name and by 
our representatives. Wait? No, never 
more I The church waited once in the 
beginning for power from on high : and 
on the day of Pentecost she received it 
in divine copiousness ; and now she can­
not have permission to wait again till all 
the ends of the earth have seen the sal­
vation of God ! 

And now, shall I be deemed pre­
sumptuous, if, taking a great and truly 
parallel instance as my guide, I venture 
to regard this dispersion of the British 
people over the world as prophetic 
of the pervasion of mankind with the 
leaven of christian truth, and the ap­
proach, at no very distant date, of that era 
when the gospel shall be preached to all 
nations ? You know that it was by the 
dispersion of the Jews that God mined 
the hoary edifice of paganism, and ulti­
mately shattered it to pieces. Why, 
then, should it not be by the scattering 
of the Saxon people abroad that the 
Almighty should overturn the very 
foundations of heathendom ? The pre­
sence of the Jew in every city and town 
of the Roman Empire was the precursor 
and prelude of the ingathering of the 
Gentiles to the church. Whererore 
should not the migration of the Goel­
favoured people of these latter clays be 
the harbinger of the greater gather­
ing of all nations into one fold and 
under one shepherd? Why not? These 
dispersions are not accidents; they are 
the outworking of the ordinances of the 
Lord God of all. In the orcler of divine 

providence they have been amongst the 
leading agents in the renovation of na­
tions. Sometimes they are God's scourge 
for seething vices, but generally His 
medicine for the healing of diseased 
humanity, and imparting to it freshness 
and fulness of life. The world is God's 
great loom, and these dispersions are the 
chief moments when the Divine Weaver 
changes the pattern He is working. 
Wherever the Roman legion was planted 
thence ideas of order and justice, fair~ 
ness and equality, were promulgated. 
and to this hour they are working with 
masterful force in modern Europe. Even 
the career of Mahomet and of his suc­
cessors is not wholly devoid of those 
marks of a divine pnrpose which the 
wise and good see in all the dealings of 
the Lord : and therefore a dispersion 
foretold by God's prophets, anJ con­
ducted by God's foredetermined agents, 
could not be barren of evidence of its 
being the handiwork of the Almighty. 
Began in the tyranny and ruthless cruelty 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and fed by com­
merce, the Jewish dispersion grew ex­
ceedingly under the fostering hand of 
Alexander, until it seemed as though 
the Jew would be everywhere. Large 
settlements were fonnd in Cyprus. The 
islands of the lEgean and tt1e western 
coast of Asia Minor were crowded by 
the children of Abraham. Philosophy 
captivated in Alexandria, and Athens, 
and Tarsus, and eagerly the disciple of 
Moses pored over the speculations of the 
Grecian mind. Oriental mysticism cast 
its silken threads over many more, and 
held them in invisible bonds, even 
whilst they were praying for their free­
dom. Roman life absorbed in its whirl­
ing excitement thousands more, so 
that the Jew was rapidly becoming a 
familiar denizen of every town, and bis 
religions knowledge was quietly per­
meating the moral life of the world. 
In fact that dispersion was the link 
between the old Hebrew faith aud the 
acceptance of christianity by the Greek 
and the barbarian; and as soon as the 
electric spark fell from heaven, the Gen• 
tile felt the throbbings of the life !n 
Christ. The train of powder was laid 
everywhere in these wandering followers 
of Moses, and the God of Elijah in the 
fulness of time seut down the fire, and at 
once paganism received an irrecoverable 
shock, and christianity spread along the 
track of the dispersion like flame amoug 
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the prairies of the West. At Pentecost 
tbe representatives of each division of 
the scattered people of God were em­
braced by the Redeemer, and at once 
they went publishing abroad the glad 
tidings of salvation, and so preparing the 
way for the sabseqaent apostolic mis­
sions. The Jew had in fact lost his 
national centre-Jerusalem-and become 
the connecting chain for the world to its 
true moral centre-God revealed in 
Cbrist Jesns reconciling the world nnto 
Himself. And as then, so now. The 
waters of life shall flow along the chan­
nels of this British dispersion all over 
the world. We are privileged to go 
forth as an advance band catting oat a 
way where they shall ran. Let ns dig 
deep and dig everywhere, and allow the 
liviag waters to rash on their coarse, for 
"it shall come to pass that everything 
they touch shall live." We accept, then, 
this phenomenon as a new bond fasten­
ing tighter than ever the old obligation 
to mission work, and as a modern 
prophecy of the certain fall of idolatry. 
We feel that God is trnly on oar side. 
We are unfalteringly sore that we have 
the right word to preach, the true gospel 
for man. We clearly see that we are 
predestined and prepared of the Lord to 
deliver His message to them that sit in 
darkness. Every sign of the times 
assures ns that Providence is with as 
and oar work. Providence on the side 
of the heaviest Lattalions P It is false, 
absurdly false. It is a doctrine of devils, 
and has only been taught by thoss in 
some measure possessed. Gunboats win 
in the warfare of the world P Assuredly 
not I They shall be utterly forgotten, 
whilst the poor fishermen of Galilee 
repeat themselves in the lives of succes­
sive thousands. The Lord is with ns. 
This is at once our faith and oar victory. 

Let us stick to this conviction, brethren. 
We most believe in oar vocation or we 
shall do nothing. Oar arms are palsied 
and oar blows powerless, if we are 
without such a faith. The man who 
believes nothing is not worth a groat. 
E_ven blades of grass have a coating of 
fimt, and can get np after they have 
been trampled upon; bot these dressed 
figures-knock them down, and yon see 
nothing more of them in the laud of 
uprightness. Stuffed men, glosses and 
pr_etences, are as caterpillars with the 
wmged image eaten out of them, and 
Where there's nothing to bury bot the 

carcase. We most believe in God and 
in oar work as from His hands, or we 
shall never do it. Now God has given 
Orissa to us, and I should as soon think 
of being nnfaithfal to my child as of 
being unfaithful to our brethren there. 
It is as manifestly our duty to give the 
gospel to the people of that part of India 
as if it had been written expressly in the 
oracles of God. The Bible of Divine 
Providence contains this direction­
" GENERAL BAPTISTS, GO YE UP AND 
POSSESS OR1ssA FOR ME." And the 
page of that Bible that is open before ns 
to-night at this One Hundredth Associa­
tion, has written upon it the words­
" Send out additional labourers at once ; 
not documents, not resolutions, not even 
promu;es, but living, loving, energetic 
missionary men, who will be able to carriJ 
on the work which the God of mUJsions 
has so abundantly blessed." And we 
most do this soon. It is one of the 
inevitable duties, facing which all' our 
cowardice should leave as, and all the 
manhood in ns come forth for the mas­
tery of every difficulty that may arise. 
Let us believe in God and in the teach­
ings of His Providence, and cheerfully 
and promptly follow where He leads. 

The R~v. W. BAILEY, of Wymes­
wold, seconded the resolution, but in 
consequence of the lateness of the 
hour, only made a few remarks, and 
kindly engaged to forward the rest of 
the speech he had intended to give for 
insertion in the M-issionary Observer. 

The presentation of an annual report 
to the subscribers of any religions so­
ciety is very much like the presenta­
tion of a report of some commercial 
company to its shareholders; and if it 
be what every report ought to be-a 
faithful record of work done and suc­
cess realized-it will inspire confidence 
and stimulate exertion. 

It will not be a difficult task to 
show that this Society is worthy of all 
confidence and a far larger measure of 
support than it has ever yet received. 
The scene of its operations is quite 
enough to awaken interest and excite 
the sympathy of every lover of hu­
manity. Orissa is not only memorable 
for its religious history and aRsocia­
tions, but also for the direst famine the 
world has ever known since the sack­
ing of Jerusalem. It has always 
appeared to us a matter of surprise 
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that the first missionaries of this 
Society were led to choose this strong­
hold of Indian idolatry as their field 
of labour. Had the founders of this 
Society made choice for them, they 
would never, with all their large­
ness of heart and courage have chosen 
such a sphere. But as the cloud went 
before Moses so did the angel of the 
covenant go before them and has 
remained with them ever since. 

The efficiency and fidelity of the men 
this Society has sent out has been such 
as to secure the confidence of all who 
have known them. William Bampton, 
one of the first missionaries, was a 
model of devotion and courage. To him 
pertains the no mean honour of first 
preaching Christ beneath the great 
temple of J uggernath, and he has im­
mortalized his name as the man who 
was "al ways teaching and pieaching 
Jesus Christ." And no one can forget the 
almost wild ·enthusiasm of James Peggs, 
and of hie resolute determination to put 
down suttee, infanticide, ghaut mur­
ders, slavery, the pilgrim tax, and 
government connection with idolatry. 
By the aid of funds which were freely 
given hy the aristocracy he deluged 
the land with his pamphlets and never 
rested until he had laid "India's cries 
to British humanity" at the foot of the 
throne. The name of Charles Lacey 
will live long beyond the present 
generation. His influence over the 
native mind was unbounded, and when 
he preached in the market or the 
festival the masses who heard him 
would be completely spell bound by 
his matchless eloquence and power. 
At the early age of fifty-two he died 
an old man, worn out with constant 
toil, and never can we forget the intense 
sati,sjactwn he expressed in the hour of 
death that he had given his life to such 
a work. Amos Sutton, the translator 
of the Bible, the founder of the Mission 
College, and the father of our Oriya 
literature, was a man that would have 
been an honour to any society. He 
had a perfect passion for work, and if 
ever it were true of any man it was 
true of him that it was "his meat and 
his drink to do the will of Him that 
sent him and finish his work." And 
we cannot forget him who has been 
recently smitten down in his youth, 
and his earnest desire to rescue the 
tribes of Khondistan from their bar-

barism and bring them to Christ. And 
that even when the sweat of death 
had settled on his brow, he was full of 
projects for the extension of the Mis­
sion he hoped one day to lay before 
the committee in England. Whethe·r 
we look at the living or the dead, this 
Society may rejoice in having men so 
efficient and devoted to their work. 
But if the men are worthy of all 
honour, what shall we say of the 
women who, like the beloved Persia 
have laboured much in the Lord, wh~ 
have watched with a mother's care the 
most wretched objects that human 
eyes ever beheld? No hospital in any 
of our large cities has ever presented 
such a scene of disease and wretched­
ness as has been witnessed during the 
last three years in Piplee and Cuttack. 
To watch to the death six or seven 
hundred famine-stricken orphans in the 
space of a year, is a work which none 
but those who have great powers of 
endurance and far more than ordinary 
enthusiasm could perform. It. will 
never be known till these women 
receive the Master's approval, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant, in­
asmuch as ye .have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me," what they have 
suffered and what they have accom­
plished. Does the husband die, the 
youthful widow returns to the lonely 
and desolate station, takes up bis 
mantle, and carries on his work. And 
now that there is a prospect of her 
being compelled by failure of health to 
return home, her companion and fellow 
labourer, Miss Packer, avows that 
rather than the station shall be left 
desolate she will remain alone and 
carry on the work. When we have 
such palpable evidence of heroism and 
self-sacrifice shall we say that tho 
romance of missions has passed away? 
Nothing in the history of missions, or 
even christianity, has surpassed what 
we have witnessed during the past 
three years in Orissa. Last Christmas­
day Mrs. Goadby and Miss Packer 
thought they must have some little 
relaxation-something in the shape of 
a holiday-and while friends at homo 
were gathering their children round 
the hearth and makil)g the house ring 
with laughter and song, these two 
sisters spent their ChristmaR in making 
pills and powders for the sick around 
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them. If such zeal and self-sacrifice 
do not inspire something more than 
confidence, this Society is not worthy 
of the agents they have sent abroad. 

Our plans of operation are also worthy 
of confidence. Dr. Landels bas pro­
posed as something new that mission­
aries should remain unmarried three or 
fonr years, that their ability and fitness 
may be tested for the work. This 
Society bas long since tried this plan, 
and four ont of the last six missionaries 
sent out have passed through this or­
deal. Our missionaries have been told 
that their first work was to obtain a 
complete mastery of the language, and 
in order to compete with brahminism, to 
obtain as far as possible an accurate 
knowledge of the whole system of 
Hindooism, and to make the preaching 
of the gospel the great work of their 
life. Some wise men are telling us 
that it would be as e~sy for a brabmin 
or a buddbist to make the crowds in 
the streets of London to understand 
brabminism or buddbism, as it would 
for a missionary to make the Hindoos 
understand cbristianity by a wayside 
sermon. If cbristiauity were as mys­
tified as brabminism or buddbism, the 
statement would be correct; but we 
believe it is so plain and simple that 
the common people can understand it. 
From the days of Enoch right down to 
the close of the apostolic age, this was 
God's plan to aronse the nations; and 
if it were so successful in Corinth and 
Ephesus, we cannot see why it should 
not be equally successful in the cities 
of Hindostan. Nearly all our best 
men that have become evangelists 
were first awakened by the address of 
the missionary at the market, bazaar, 
or festival. If bazaar preaching has 
failed in other parts of India, it has not 
been a failure in Orissa. The festivals 
are not half so large as they were 
twenty-five years ago. In every vii• 
lage you will find some acquainted 
with the leading truths of christianity, 
and hundreds of heathen children sing 
our christian hymns with as much zest 
as the children in the streets do our 
ballads in England. But wo have 
raised up a noble hand of native evan­
gelists whose moral worth and intelli­
gence cannot be overestimated; and 
never are the missionaries so happy as 
when iu company with these men, 
they go, like their divine Master, 

through every city and village, preach­
ing and showing the glad tidings of 
the kingdom of God. They are giving 
the people a literature, and in this im­
portant work the natives are taking by 
far the most prominent part. They 
have founded cbristian vernacular and 
English schools, have planted colonies 
of cbristians here and there, and by 
the integrity and greatly improved 
social status of these communities, 
have made christianity respected by 
all classes. With the exception of 
gtvmg to the native evangelists a 
little more responsibility than they now 
possess, it would be difficult to improve 
upon any of our plans of operation. 

The economy with which this So­
ciety is conducted should inspire the 
confidence of its supporters. Com­
plaints have been made about the 
home expenditure, but the secretaries 
receive less than the secretaries of any 
other society in existence. Complaints, 
too, have been made of extravagant 
expenditure abroad; but the mis­
sionaries of this Society receive £ 134 
per annum less than the London mis­
sionaries, and £120 less than the Bap­
tist missionaries.. The late John 
Angell James once said in our hearing 
on one of our missionary platforms­
" I 11m a ·member of this Society. I 
subscribe to its funds. I read regularly 
its reports; and I say it advisedly that 
I know of no Society that does so 
much work with so little means." Dr. 
Norman Macleod says-" They (the 
missionaries) have devoted their Ii ves 
to the civilizing and christianiziog of 
our follow subjects in India, while 
their salaries are such as no city clerk 
would accept; such, indeed, as many 
of the natives whom they have edu­
cated would despise." The testimony 
of eye witnesses, and the help so freely 
given by other religions societies and 
individuals, should give the supporters 
confidence. We have had repeated 
testimonies of warm approbation from 
men of every rank in the civil and 
military services of India, and from 
chaplains and oven bishops of the 
Anglican church. And the missionaries 
for their laborious and humane efforts 
durin!! the late terrible famine, received 
tho official thanks of the Government 
of lndi11. During the Inst ten years 
we have received the following sums 
from various societies :-
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Ladies' Societ,v for promoting Fe- £ s. d. 
_male Educatwn m the East ... ... 1099 5 6 

Bible Translation Society ... ... ... 950 O O 
American Tract Society .. . .. . . .. 250 12 9 
American Bible Society ... ... ... 235 17 2 
Religious Tract Societv ... .. . .. . 272 5 o 
Calcutta Auxiliarv Bible Society about 300 o o 
Mission Stations· . .. ... ... . :. ... 4790 18 3 
A.vr Committee ... ... ... ... ... 340 O o 
Mr. MacN eile's Subscriptions .. . .. . 1065 o o 

£9301 18 8 

The success of our missionaries ought 
to give confidence and call forth devout 
praise. Ever since the first seven 
years of weary suspense was broken 
there has been continued success. Ou; 
enemies often taunted us by saying 
that we might perhaps make a few 
converts from men who would sell 
their souls for a handful of rice, but 
that the high caste brahmin and even 
the respectable soodra would treat us 
with disdain. But by far the greater 
part of our converts have been from 
castes which have given them, even 
when christianized, influence in all 
Hindoo society. It is generally con­
sidered that sacrifice and suffering are 
the best tests of a man's sincerity. 
The persecutions the native christians 
have been called to endure will never 
be told. Many have taken joyfully 
the spoiling of their goods; others have 
been cruelly beaten; others have suf­
fered the loss of all things ; and several 
from the day of their baptism have 
been cut off for ever from mother and 
father, and all their kindred. Our 
christian communities are rapidly in­
creasing, and there is a genera.I im­
pression that the days of Hindooism 
are numbered. There has been no 
place where of late years the mis­
sionaries have encountered so much 
opposition as in the district of Bona­
malipore. A rich and powerful zemin­
dar determined to wage war with the 
missionaries. He vowed by all the 
gods he worshipped, that christianity 
should never have a footing in his 
territory. He persecuted poor Ma­
kunrla Sahu almost to death. He 
carried off all his property, and razed 
his house to the ground. He took his 
wife and children, and hid them in 
some secret fastness. He employed 
the cleverest native barristers to de­
fend the woman's case in the civil 
courts of Cuttack, and when foiled 

there he carried it to the supreme 
court of Calcutta, and secured the ser. 
vices _of 3:n Englis~ barrister to carry 
out his wICked designs. In no district 
have there been such large accessions 
to the church during the past year as 
at Bonamalipore; and at the last 
Orissa Mission Conference Makunda 
Sahu was appointed to this important 
sphere of labour. If, then, those who 
have indulged in grumbling and com­
plaint will look at our sphere of labour 
-our plans of work-the rigid economy 
practised at home and abroad-the 
testimony of eye witnesses-the sym­
pathy of other societies and commu­
nities-and the success of our labours 
and if they are not then satisfied, the; 
mnst be persons whom no facts will 
ever convince. It is in India where 
we must look for the fulfilment 
of those grand old propheciea when 
"the mountains and the hills shall 
break forth into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands " 
It is here where "the earth shall be made 
to bring forth at once," "and a nation 
shall be born in a day." India bas 
cursed Japan, Tartary, Burmah, Siam, 
Ceylon, and even China, as well as all 
those islands that crowd the Eastern 
Archipelago, with her varied systems 
of idolatry; and if it be true that 
" where sin abounded grace shall much 
more abound," then from India shall 
apostles go forth to redeem their peo­
ples from the curse she has brought 
upon them. It was the productions of 
India that made the tabernacle so gor­
geous and costly; and it was the pro­
ductions of her forests that made the 
incense so grateful to the worshipper. 
It was her treasures that were pre­
Bflnted to Christ at His birth, and with 
her spices He was embalmed at His 
death. When this great continent, 
from the lofty range of the Himalaya, 
crowned with stainless snow, to Tine­
velly and Travancore, with their sil­
very waterfalls and glorious forests of 
waving palms, shall be given to Christ, 
then shall we see a literal fulfilment of 
the prophecy " He shall see of the 
travail of His soul and be satisfied." 
. NoTE.-On page 220, first column, twenty-five 

hncs from tho bottom of the page, reud, "there 
was room for congrntulution to u. certain extent. 
'l'he income," &<'. 

Subscriptions and Donations in uid of the Gonoml Jfaptist Missionary Socioty will be thankfully 
received by T. HILL, Esq., Ilakcr Str90t, N(!ttingham, •rre!l.'mrcr; und by the Rew. J.C. PIKE 
and the Rev. H. WILKINSON, Secretaries, Lel(Jester, from whom also Missionary Iloxes Collecting 
Books, and CardB may be obtained. ' 
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THE CONVERSION OF CHILDREN.* 

Ill. THE MEANS OF EARLY CON­
VERSION. 

The Rev. J . .Aldis, in his valuable 
paper on Domestic Worship, read at 
the meeting of the Baptist Union, 
writes-" The family, yet more than 
the Sunday school, is the nursery of 
the church. True religion, like the 
charity it reveals, begins at home. 
The youngest infant should there re­
cei ve the first touches of religious 
habit, and find there the first quicken­
ings of religious sensibility." None 
can question that God intends that 
the family should be the birth-place 
of souls. " Lo, children are a heri­
tage of the Lord, and the fruit of 
the womb is His reward." la it not 
possible that, under the fostering 
care of Christian nurture, the simple 
innocence of childhood may be re­
fined and spiritualised into a true 
and gentle piety, with its roots in 
the fear of God and the love of Jesus: 
the mind, in its growth, opening to 
the truth, and yielding to the influ­
ence of the Spirit, as silently as the 
flower-cup opens to the light ? A 
sort of proverbial expression reads 
thus-" Piety, though it does not 
run in the blood, runs in the line." 
Assuredly it does when the right 
means are used for training "a godly 

seed." Witness our Jarroms, and 
Stevensons, and Goadbys, and Pikes, 
and Joneses, and Knights, and many 
others that might be named. " In­
stead of thy fathers shall be thy 
children, whom thou mayest make 
princeJJ in all the earth." On this I 
may not enlarge. 

The majority of parents are un­
godly : hence the importance of the 
Sunday School. This should be a 
spiritual birth-place to the children. 
Neither on this may I dwell. One 
fact, however, may be given. At 
the meeting of the Sunday School 
Union last year, the report stated 
that upwards of 7,000 scholars from 
the country schools had· become 
members of Christian ohurches : 
making a total of more than 9,000 
instances of Christian decision in 
the schools connected with the Union 
during the year. This was at the 
rate of more than five per cent. on 
the number under instruction. There 
are not many churches that can re­
joice in conversions presenting a 
similar proportion to the number of 
unconverted souls that come in con­
tact with their varied laboms. I 
look upon that Sunday school suc­
cess as the earnest of a grand harvest 
awaiting the time when the church 

• Concluded from page 208. 
VoL, LXXI.-NEw SERIES, No. 32. 
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shall get an increase of faith in child 
conversion. " Lord, increase our 
faith." 

That earnest friend of the young, 
Rev. S. G. Green, Qbserves-" The 
church has a vocation as a helper to 
the children of Christian homes, and 
as a mi.ssionai·y for the rest." 'l'he 
church a missionary to children has 
a novel ring with it : but the idea is 
a pregnant one. Why should not 
the church include in its activities a 
service expressly for children ; their 
present conversion being the great 
object ? There is a mine of spiritual 
wealth close at hand. This is be­
ginning to engage more of the atten­
tion of Christians, and must, ere 
long, occupy a prominent position in 
the evangelistic arrangements of the 
church. At the meeting of the Con­
gregational Union at Leeds, a ser­
vice was held for children. Mr. 
Spurgeon has inaugurated a chil­
dren's preaching service. A society 
has been formed in London· called 
"The Children's Special Service Mis­
sion." The object is to promote the 
establishment of Sunday and week­
evening meetings for the young. At 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Sun-ey 
Chapel, John Street Chapel, and more 
than thirty other places in and around 
London, such services are regnlarly 
conducted. I have had intercourse, 
personally and by letter~ with some 
of the managers of this Mission, and 
find that the spiritual results are 
very cheering. 

The most remarkable labourer 
among the young is the Rev. E. P. 
Hammond, some of whose peculiari­
ties have called forth considerable 
discussion. In prospect of the pre­
paration of this paper, I went to 
London, accompanied by our super­
intendent for the purpose of observ­
ing Mr. Hammond's ~e~hod. of l;>e­
getting "a state of rehg10us mqmry 
and concern," and his" way of guid­
ing them" when in this state. The 
proof is abundant that this servant 
of the Lord has been eminently sue-

cessful as " the children's preacher." 
Seven years ago he laboured in Glas­
gow: at a farewell gathering, the 
Rev. W. Arnot (author of "Laws 
from Heaven," &c.,) said, " If envy 
were lawful in this matter, I would 
envy Mr. Hammond the place which 
he has been enabled to gain for Ghrist 
in the hearts of hundreds of children, 
and the place which he himself has 
in their hearts as the servant of the 
Lord." To gain a place for Christ 
in the heart is the grand result 
sought : the way by which this may 
be most successfully accomplished 
must be a good way, if not the best. 
We attended two meetings, at one 
of which Baptist Noel gave an ad­
dress to the children. An element 
of revivalism pervaded them ; but 
there was nothing to which we could 
seriously object. As briefly as pos­
sible I will describe the procedure. 
Mr. H. entertains the firm belief that 
the Gospel i.s the power of God unto 
salvation to the youngest that can 
understand the glad tidings. No 
shade of doubt mingles with this 
belief; and he goes to the meeting 
with the conviction that " all things 
are possible to him that believeth." 

The confident expectation is cherished 
of the presence and worlcing of the 
Holy Spirit; and of ~the present 
effects of His power as truly as on 
the day of Pentecost. 

Singing i.s specially prominent. 
Philip Phillips remarks, " Sunday 
school music should sing the Gospel 
into the children. The power of 
song, so beneficently bestowed by 
the Creator, if properly cultivated 
and rightly directed, will be blest in 
the conversion of souls. We may 
thus as effectually sing the Christian 
graces into the hearts of the little 
ones, as teach them by spoken 
words." Such hymn singing adds 
greatly to the etliciency of Mr. Haro­
mond's meetings. 

The truths essential to salvation al"e 
made plain to the understanding of a 
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child. In an article entitled " Bible 
Truth and Child's Nature,'' Rev. W. 
S. Groser has this remark-" As 
teachers of children let us bear in 
mind that the wondrous beauty of 
divine truth is designed for their 
mental eyes as well as for ours. . .. 
With the teaching of God's word, 
our primary duty is to cause the 
children to understand the sense." 
This is a primary object with Mr. 
Hammond. It is his great desire to 
"cause them to understand the 
sense," which prompts the use of 
some modes of illustration at which 
exception bas been taken. 

The substitution of Ghrist pervades 
the whole of . his addresses. This 
grand truth is presented in such a 
variety of illustrations as convey it 
to the understanding and the heart. 

The great love of Jesus i~ feelingly 
e.vhibited. The power of love, as 
_ seen in the cross, is made to find an 
entrance into the heart. The effect 
of this is illustrated in the case of 
the girl who said, " How can I help 
loving him now I know how he has 
loved me?" 

The great sin of not receiving and 
loving Jesus is earnestly enforced. 
The neglect of Christ, after He has 
manifested so much love is shewn to 
be exceedingly sinful. 

The immediate acceptance of Ghrist 
is lovingly pressed. Having plied 
the young souls with the Gospel, 
they are urged to embrace it at once. 

These are the means used to beget 
" a state of religious inquiry and 
concern." Then comes the after­
meeting for guiding the awakened, 
so that the " concern" may issue in 
"conversion."' This is regarded as 
a most essential part of the work. 
I assisted in one of these after­
meetings, and closely watched the 
proceedings. 

The first care was to converse with 
the anxious individually. To accom­
plish this a number of intelligent 

Christians were previously engaged. 
In different parts of the hall small 
groups were formed. Some twenty 
inquiring bands were in operation : 
very quietly and without any dis­
order or confusion. 

The anxious were separately urged 
to receive Ghrist. Salvation was pre­
sented to each as God's gift, which 
He was desirous should be received 
now. 

Eai·nest prayer was presented with 
and for them. The awakened were 
encouraged to pray for themselves : 
in some cases the anxious repeated 
words of prayer after the leader. 

These are the principal features of 
the inquiry meeting. In a private 
interview with Mr. Hammond, I 
said, " I think I see one great secret 
of your success : private 'and united, 
believing prayer." " That is it, 
brother," he replied: "without that 
there would be no saving power." 
He is a man of much prayer, as well 
as of strong faith. All his meetings 
are preceded by a concert of prayer. 
As regards the results, I cannot do 
better than give an extract from a 
letter sent to me by the honorary 
Secretary of " The Children's Special 
Service Mission," Mr. R. Weston. 
"The point of inquiry in your letter 
is a very important one. An ap­
parently groat work_ in the conver­
sion of souls may be going on, and 
yet, when tested, it may be found to 
have been mostly of the flesh, the 
immediate effect of mere human ex­
citation. In the efforts of Mr. Ham­
mond, from the very natnre of his 
call as a pioneering labourer, there 
must, necessarily, be more or less 
excitement : but it docs not follow 
that the power of the Holy Ghost 
may not be also very great. This 
has to be proved by the result. Our 
own experience with regard to the 
children who attend our central ser­
vices is most satisfactory. The mis­
sion commenced by u number of 
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children being taken to John Street 
to hear Mr. Hammond. Altogether 
about sixty children were taken ; 
some, several times in succession. 
Numbers of these professed to find 
peace in Christ under his preaching ; 
some, at least three months after. 
The great part of these children are 
now members of churches, and their 
conduct has continued most satisfac­
tory. The minister who baptized a 
number of these young disciples, in 
writing a letter of information for 
us to send an inquiring friend like 
yourself, says, not only have these 
young members given him great 
satisfaction, but his experience of 
thirty years' ministry is that the 
young members are the most con­
sistent." 

The Rev. G. Wilkinson, of Chelms­
ford, thus· writes-" One of my 
teachers says that three-fourths of 
those awakened by Mr. Hammond's 
services are steadfast. Every case 
that appeared to me genuine at the 
time, has proved to be so." 

The following testimony is of a 
different character. The Rev. B. 
Davies, of Greenwich, writes, " I 
regret to say that I do not know of 
any permanent results among the 
children who attended Mr. Ham­
mond's meetings at Greenwich. It 
is quite possible that the results 
which at first were so promising, 
might have been different in the end 
if there had been more believing 
pi·ayer among God's people, but 
nearly all loolcecl upon the worlc with 
suspicion. This case of failure is 
not less weighty and instructive than 
the instances of success, inasmuch 
as it illustrates the principle enun­
ciated in reference to our Lord's 
working (Matt. xiii. 58), "And He 
did not many mighty works there 
because of their unbelief." The 
contrast in the results presented in 
the foregoing cases, is itself a solemn 
appeal to Christians to give up pre­
judice and banish suspicion in regard 

to efforts for child conversion, and 
to co-operate in the use of such 
means as may secure the divine 
blessing. 

The best machine is that which 
does its work best. The best way 
of guiding the inquiring is that 
which is most successful in bring 
them into a state of conversion. 
The Freeman, some time ago, con­
tained an account of the class con­
ducted by Mr. Wickers, in connec­
tion with the Baptist church at 
Stepney Green Tabernacle, of which 
Archibald Brown is pastor. A large 
proportion of the inquirers had 
joined the church during the year. 
I therefore wrote Mr. W., asking for 
his way of guidance. He kindly 
responded. The following is the 
principal portion of his reply-

" I have a senior and junior class: 
all under twenty attend the latter. 
I will try to describe the way the 
Lord leads me. First, one half hour 
at home with my God in silent 
solemn prayer that He will guide 
and assist me by His Holy Spirit, 
that I may have just the right words 
to say to anxious souls. I generally 
begin the meeting with a hymn, 
such as, ' Come ye sinners,' &c. : 
then a short prayer. A'fter that I 
call on· one who has recently found 
peace, to pray for the seekers, think­
ing such the best to pray for others 
who are longing for what they have 
found. Then I ask any one who is 
anxious to select a hymn, that I may 
get at his or her state of mind. 
After that I read and speak from 
God's word for a short time. Then 
I try to get some of the class to 
speak out what the Lord has done 
for their souls : proposing suitable 
questions as to how their minds have 
become impressed. After that, pro­
bably some anxious ones will kneel 
down and cry for mercy and peace. 
When I fiml them breaking down, I 
start off, the class joining, with a 
hymn, such as, 'There is a fountain' 
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_, Happy day.' And oh I . to hear 
the penitential prayers of the seekers, 
mingled with many tears, makes the 
heart leap with joy. . . . Out of 
about three hundred who have at­
tended my class, two hundred young 
people have joined the church, many 
of them at the age of fourteen. The 
classes are well backed up by the 
prayers of the church and of the pas­
tor, Rev. A. J. Brown." 

Observe how this account begins 
and ends : it begins with-" first, 
one half hour at home with my God 
in silent, solemn prayer :" it ends 
with-" these classes are well backed 
up by the prayers of the church and 
pastor.' Too much importance can­
not be attached to this baptism of 
every part of the work in believing 
prayer : this is absolutely essential 
to great success. . 

The guidance needed by an 
awakened soul will, of course, vary. 
Conviction comes in a variety of 
ways. The experience between con­
viction and conversion may be greatly 
diversified. Dr. Spencer, in Pastoral 
Sketches, observes-" The circle of 
religious experience is immense, if 
not infinite. But this fa.pt need dis-
9ourage no inquirer, need embarrass 
no minister of the Gospel. The 
truth of God, after all, is simple. 
There never was a soul to which it 
is not applicable ; and it is the sole 
instrument of sanctification ; there­
fore there will be points of resem­
blance in all the saving experiences 
of men. The same truths are ap­
plicable to all. The power and ex­
cellency of the Gospel lie in the 
great doctrines of grace-doctrines 
applicable to all that would find the 
way to Christ and eternal life." In 
the young, the experience is not so 
varied as in the more advanced in 
years. We may not expect in the 
child those strong, rending convic­
tions which sometimes shatter the 
soul of a matured transgressor. A 
true sense of sin, repentance, and 

faith, we must look for ; and be 
careful to know that the soul is rest­
ing only in the Lord Jesus. But 
the terror inspired by the spiritual 
awakening after a long course of 
rebellion against God, seems not to 
belong to the little world in which 
the child lives and moves from day 
to day. Nor, in watching the evi­
dences of the change, must we de­
sire to see crushed out the innocent 
emotions of the child-nature which 
seek for outward manifestation in a 
variety of ways. Who would tether 
one lamb, because in the joy of its 
juvenility it bounds across the daisied 
meadows, or skips upon the tiny 
hillock ? 'Thus saith the Lord of 

· hosts, the streets of the city shall be 
full of boys and girls playing in the 
streets thereof.' " 

It would be useless to attempt to 
confine the dealings with inquirers 
within straight and rigid lines of 
theory; I would, however, submit 
the following as an epitome of a 
proper, if not the best way of guid­
ing the young when in a state of 
inquiry and concern. 

Our own heart must be in harmony 
with the wo1·k. There must be true 
appreciation of the condition of those 
who are looking to us. for guidance. 
To deal successfully with anxious 
souls, we must have something of 
the spirit of him who said, " I travail 
in birth till Christ be formed in you." 

An inquiring soul should be dealt 
with as soon as possible. While the 
sense of sin is vivid and fresh, let 
sin's remedy be applied. Early con­
versation will be likely to deepen 
conviction if it does not lead to im­
mediate conversion. 

Let yom· manner be such as to shew 
that you are really interested in them. 
Try to win their confidence so that 
they may speak out their feelings 
with freedom. 

Deal with them from the word of 
Goel. The Holy Spirit is the prime 
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cause of all conviction, and the practised by the Children's Special 
agent in conversion. The word of Service Mission, and found highly 
God is his sword and his surgery. useful. 
He often makes use of one passage And when the children give evi­
to heal the wound which another deuce of the saving change, then 
has made. let them be watched and nurtured 

Pi·esent Jesus and His.finished work 
plainly and fully. See that this is 
clearly apprehended ; and keep the 
anxious mind looking to Jesus as 
the every need of the soul. 

Urge a present reception of Ohri-st, 
and full ronsee1·ation to Him. Salva­
tion comes at the point when the 
soul trusts Jesus alone, and yields 
fully to Him. 

Praye1· with the anxious shoulcl be 
offerecl in faith. Lay Lheir case be­
fore the Lord. Get the anxious one 
to pray, if possible. I have had 
some interesting cases in which this 
has been successful. Here is one. 
A young woman, about sixteen years 
of ao-e, was under deep conviction. 
She ~ame to my house with the bur­
den pressing heavily indeed. After 
conversation we knelt down. I 
prayed : then asked her to do. 
She was unable to begin. This con­
tinued for about two hours, as she 
was unwilling to leave without find­
ing Christ. At length she began to 
speak to the Lord audibly, confess­
ing her sin, and pleading for mercy. 

' For more than a quarter of an hour 
she wrestled with the utmost fer­
vour : every petition and appeal 
being supported by my own earnest 
intercession. On her knees she pre­
vailed · and rose up radiant with 
the joy of a new-born child of God. 

When indecision rontinues, stucly 
the case carefully. Endeavour to 
find out the hindrances to accept­
ance. Pray earnestly for divi_ne 
guidance, that when you meet agam, 
the Holy Spirit may give you to 
speak that which He will use for 
true conversion. 

Write to the inquiring, and invite 
the1m to write. This is extensively 

with the most assiduous and tender 
care. Then it is that the Good 
Shepherd urges his repeated injunc­
tion, " Lovest thou me ? Feed my 
lambs." Every lover of Jesus 
should be anxious for the safety of 
His lambs. When a youthful con­
vert is brought into the church, 
every member should feel it to 
be a binding duty to pray specially 
and constantly for the young dis­
ciple. The Rev. Frank White, 
pastor of the Baptist church at 
Chelsea, thus writes of the con­
verted children-" Of those who 
have joined the church, not one has 
turned back. One mothe1·ly si-ster 
takes especial care of them." That 
is what is needed. The little ones 
require careful tending. A farmer 
told me that during the snow-storm 
a few weeks ago he thought his 
lambs would have been smothered. 
Himself and shepherd hastened to 
collect the sheep and l~mbs in the 
hovel or barn, or wherever a shelter 
might be found. The lambs of 
Christ's flock will be exposed to 
many a storm from the world's bleak 
atmosphere. Don't leave them out 
in the cold. Don't leave them out 
of your prayers. Let some motherly 
sister or fatherly brother tend them 
with loving care, and He who gathers 
the lambs with His arms will cer­
tainly secure their safety. 

"Jesus is both kiud and wise; 
All His sheep His notice share; 

But with special care He eyes 
Those who need a spacial oaro. 

Gently leads the wearied dam ; 
Gently binds the bruised limb; 

And His bosom boars the lamb, 
Like an iurant dear to Him. 

Who to Him would trust 11 fold 
Who tho lambs neglected sore P 

Nor could J osus love tho old, 
If Ho loved not children more." 
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THE RELATION AND DUTIES OF THE CHURCH TO THE 
CONGREGATION.• 

BY THE REV. J. 

THIS subject has been chosen for our 
present consideration not only on 
account of its importance, but partly 
because in some quarters opinions 
have been recently advanced con­
cerning the relation of the church to 
the congregation which we deem 
erroneous, and chiefly because we 
fear that the Christian church 
generally does not sufficiently realize 
the closeness of that relation, and 
the solemn responsibilities which it 
involves. And the end of this paper 
will be answered if it should serve 
to correct mistaken views, or cause 
Christian professors to realize the 
relation thus sustained, and to dis­
charge wisely, promptly, and faith­
fully the duties which they owe to 
those who constitute the congrega­
tions assembling with them at their 
recurring seasons of divine wi;>rship. 

From the form in which om- theme 
has been stated, of course it will at 
once be evident that we believe a 
marked distinction is to be recog­
nized betwixt the church and the 
congregation. We know that it has 
been recently affirmed that " the 
New Testament makes no distinc­
tion between them ; and that in 
point of fact, and as a question of 
religious life, and its claims to reli­
gious privileges, there is none. It 
has also been pleaded that all exist­
ing barriers should be thrown down 
( exception being taken of course to 
all cases of proved and manifest im­
morality), and all our ordinary tests 
of spiritual life should be abolished; 
and that a mere desire for fellowship 
and the expression of it should be 
considered sufficient proof of spiritual 
fitness for the enjoyment of church 
privileges." 

But we adhere to the old defini­
tion of a Christian church, which is, 

SAGE, WENDOVER, 

that it consists of professed believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, who have 
in some way or other declared to the 
church that they have been con­
vinced of their sinfulness and dan­
ger, have exercised faith in Christ, 
and have found joy and peace through 
believing in Him. And our opinion 
is, that those who act consistently 
with such a profession, and who 
therefore live in joyous and purify­
ing fellowship with the Father, use 
all divinely appointed means for the 
perfecting of their sanctification, 
seek supremely and always God's 
glory, and are inspired with heavenly 
aims, motives, and hopes,-that these 
are the only proper members of a 
Christian church. 

We also use the word congrega­
tion in the sense in which it is 
generally understood amongst con­
gregationalists-as denoting those 
who are outside of the church, but 
who meet with the church more or 
less regularly in the ordinary public 
services of the Lord's house. They 
are not with us by Christian profes­
sion, and the majority of them are 
strangers to Christian character and 
vital godliness. Yet there is a 
marked difference betwixt tbem ancl 
those who wilfully and habitually 
neglect the assembling of themselves 
together for the worship of God. 
At the same time they are to be dis­
tinguished from the chmch of 
Christ. Thev are unlike the alto­
gether irreligious and profane, in 
that they observe at least the form 
of divine worship ; and they also 
are distinct from the church, because 
they have made no public avowal of 
their attachment to the Saviour. 
Whilst, therefore, the congregation 
are one with the church as to the 
place and outward acts of public 

• Paper read at the London Conference of General Baptist Churches, hold at Berkhampstead, May 25, 
1860, and forwarded for insertion in the ~Iagazine by request of the Conference. 
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worship, and some of them, too, may 
resemble the church as to character 
and life, yet they are strangers to 
church fellowship, because they have 
not plainly declared themselves on 
the Lord's side. 

It is quite probable that in foi·rner 
times this distinction could n-0t have 
been made, simply because then the 
church and the congregation were 
one and the same. On account of 
the persecutions to which the church 
was then exposed, there were per­
haps no habitual worshippers ex­
cepting such as avowed themselves 
to be disciples of the Lord Jesus. 
The alternative, then, was either to 
embrace the gospel and profess it, or 
not at all to company with those 
who believed it. Hence in old 
church books we sometimes find the 
words church and congregation used 
interchangeably to denote the pro­
fessed followers of the Saviour. Thus 
in " The Records of the Broadmead 
Church, Bristol," we meet with such 
entries as these :-" Sister V. in the 
4 mouth, 1666, was proposed, spoken 
with, and joined to the church." 
"Brother F. in the 6 month, 1666, 
was proposed, spoken with, and 
joined to the congregation." "Aged 
Mr. T. was propounded to the church, 
spoken with, afterwards baptized 
though above 80 years of age, and 
joined member to this church.'' 
"Brother B. upon 21st day 1st 
month, 1688, was proposed and 
afterwards spoken with, and bap­
tized and joined member to this 
said congi·egation." And as if plainly 
to prove that with them the congre­
gation was the same as the church, 
and consisted of avowed believers, 
we have also this record:-" S. M. G. 
in 3 month, 1669, proposed to join 
with the congregation, and there­
Lout spoken with, and gave a good 
account for us to hope there was a 
tme work of God in her soul, but 
she was not then received. For 
there was little done this year by, 
reason our pastor declined very fast." 

Now from these records may we not 
safely infer that then the church and 
the congTegation were the same ? 

' And is it not also evident that the 
reason why there was no congrega­
tion, as we now use the term in dis­
tinction from the church, is to be 
found in the troublous times to 
which they refer ? 

But it is far othe;rwise in the 
present day. Now that open perse­
cution has ceased, and s9me kind of 
religion is generally deemed requisite 
and fashionable, there are many who 
meet with us in our religious services 
who are not members of the church. 
It appears from the last Baptist 
Union report that whilst the num­
ber of members in Baptist churches 
of the United Kingdom is now 
231,506, and of Sunday scholars, 
267,346, it is estimated that in ad­
dition to these we have in attend­
ance at the public services of the 
Lord's-day, in our Baptist chapels 
alone, not less than half-a-million-of 
souls. And if our Sunday scholars 
be counted ( as the greater number 
of them may be) among the congre­
gation, rather than with the church, 
we may fairly reckon' that the pro­
portion of the members' of our con­
gregations to those of our churches, 
is on an average about three to one. 
There can be no question, therefore, 
that now we have both church and 
congregation, and at the same time 
that the distinction betwixt them is 
clearly defined and readily recognized. 

Yet there is also a very close rela­
tion subsisting between them, which 
involves solemn responsibilities to 
both, and on account of which the 
congregation has special claims on 
the sympathies, prayers, and efforts 
of the church. There are, we hope, 
but few, if any, Christians who 
would not regard a servant or fi:ie_nd 
living in the same dwelling wit? 
them as having more claims on then· 
benevolence, watchful care, and 
Christian sympathy and help, than 
those whom they had never seen, or 
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who lived on the opposite side of the 
globe. It is true no natural tie 
binds them together, but there exists 
a connection or relation, which, if it 
cannot be easily defined, is readily 
realized, and which serves to increase 
the blameableness attached to un­
kindness or unfaithfulness, and to 
demand manifestations of special 
affection, interest, and concern. And 
as really we think there is a peculiar 
relation subsisting between the Chris­
tian church and the congregation. 
They frequent at stated seasons the 
same house of prayer ; their voices 
unite together to swell the song of 
praise ; they listen Sabbath after 
Sabbath to the same truths from the 
same lips ; and as the result of all 
this, they are well known to each 
other, and have frequent intercourse 
with each other. Indeed, very many 
are the ties which oind them to­
gether, and many the subjects of 
thought and interest common to 
both. It is from members of the 
congregation that we who are of the 
church select some of our most inti­
mate friends. Some of them, also, 
belong to our families, live in our 
homes, sit at our firesides, eat from 
our tables, and are related to us by 
the dearest ties of affection and 
blood. With others we are almost 
daily exchanging offices of friendship 
or engaged in business transactions. 
Moreover, they contribute largely to 
the support of our religious institu­
tions, and do much towards uphold­
ing and spreading principles which 
are dear to us as Baptists and Non­
conformists. To them we look for 
assistance in sustaining the ministry, 
Sabbath and day schools, and other 
benevolent and Christian societies. 
Row far such a condition of things 
is healthy or desirable, it is not for 
us to determine. But certainly the 
fact itself does constitute a kind of 
relationship between the church and 
the congregation, and it furnishes a 
powerful motive to earnest effort and 
prayer on the part of the church, 

so that those by the contributions of 
whose carnal things the ordinances 
of God's house are so largely main­
tained, may in return be made par­
takers of our spiritual things. 

If, then, it be admitted that the 
connection or relation betwixt the 
church and congregation is real, and 
closer than that which simply unites 
us by the bond of universal brother­
hood to all mankind, it follows that 
such a relationship involves pecu­
liarly solemn responsibilities. These, 
to some extent, are mutual, though 
those which rest upon the church 
we deem the greater, and to these 
we now specially direct attention. 
We hope none of you who are within 
the church suppose you have nothing 
to do with them that are without, or 
even ask as Cain did, " Am I my 
brother's keeper ?" We will not 
insult you by the bare supposition 
than any of you have such perverted 
views, such selfish dispositions, ancl 
such hard hearts, as to say that it is 
God's exclusive and sovereign pre­
rogative to look after those outside 
of the church, and that you have 
nothing to do but to secure your 
own salvation, and enjoy for your­
selves gospel blessings and comforts, 
leaving others to themselves and to 
God. We will rather believe that 
you admit your obligations to seek 
the spiritual welfare of all around 
you. And therefore we . are not 
without hope that you will now 
carefully consider the special claims 
which the members of your several 
congregations have upon your Chris­
tian sympathies, efforts and prayers, 
and will give heed to some hints 
respecting the best ways in which 
you may contribute to the desired 
end of making them in character 
and by profession Christians indeed. 

That you may feel your solemn 
OBLIGATIONS in this matter, we ask 
you to realize if you can the condi­
t·ion and character of those with whom 
you meet in your congregations. 
These are very diversified, compris-
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ing, perhaps, almost all classes, frown of the Almighty. For what­
ranks, and ages of mankind. · The ever may' be their natural excel­
old, young, and middle-aged, the lencies, if they lack the one thing 
rich and the poor, the employer and needful, they are living exposed to the 
the employed the thoughtful and displeasure of heaven and in danger 
thoughtless, the intelligent and ig- of eternal woe. It is most rea­
norant, the anxious and the sceptic, sonable, therefore, that the church 
are not unfrequently found together who knows the bliss which result~ 
in God's house. The far greater from evangelical obedience, the reali­
number of these are, it is to be zation of the Divine smiles, and the 
feared, utterly careless about their expectation of the inheritance of the 
spiritual condition-strangers to true saints in light, should view the con­
worship-uni.nterested in a Saviour's di.tion of all the congregation as not 
dying love-bearing no marks of being satisfactory; and that they 
being His disciples-and are pursu- should therefore earnestly desire and 
ing with rapid and unfaltering foot- seek conversion for the unconverted 
steps their dreary pilgrimage towards decision for the undecided, restora~ 
perdition. But some are trembling tion for backsliders, and the profes­
on the verge of decision for God, sion of religion for sem:et Christian 
yet held back by the thraldom of disciples. 
some fear, or by the bonds of some But our concern for the congrega­
temptation. Others (and the num- tion is greatly increased if we also 
bers of them we fear are increasing), remember the solemn fact that the 
who though sincere disciples of privileges and opportunities with 
Christ, are kept back by timidity, which the unconverted and undeci_ded 
self-distrust, or some more blameable members of our congregations are 
cause, from professing their love to favoured, do but aggravate their 
the Saviour, and uniting themselves peril and their sin if they continue 
to a Christian church. And there impenitent. The longer they sit 
are also others who cannot alto- under the sound of, the gospel and 
gether forsake the place where God's neglect its claims, the s-reater is their 
people meet, though they have left danger of becoming gospel hardened 
their first love, forsaken the way of -" having their conscience seared 
holiness and peace, dishonoured their with a hot iron," and " being past 
Christian profession, and are the feeling." And should life close 
subjects of regrets, anxieties, and without Christ being embraced as 
fears, such as only backsliders know. their Saviour, most fearful must be 

Now if we are true members of a the condemnation that shall be theirs 
Christian church, we cannot regard in an eternal world. For it is a 
the condition of any of these as recognized principle of justice, that 
being satisfactory. In the case of guilt and condemnation bear some 
secret disciples, although their eter- proportion to the opportunities and 
nal salvation may be hoped for, yet capacities of the disobedient. Hence 
we may well regret their non-pro- our Lord declared what all admit to 
fession of religion, because thereby be right, when He said that "the 
they ofttimes endanger their own servant who knew his lord's will 
safety and peace, and hinder their and prepared not himself, neither 
usefulness, as well as neglect the did according to his will, shall be 
Master's plain command, and de- beaten with many stripes." There­
prive the church of their needed co- fore it must be that the heathen 
operation, sympathies, and prayers. who perish without the knowledge 
Whilst on the majority of the hearers of a Saviour's name, go forth into 
of the gospel there is resting the eternity laden with a lighter guilt, 
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and will assuredly incur a more 
tolerable doom than those who trans­
mute by their impenitence the gos­
pel of God's. love from a savour of 
life into a savour of death, and 
gather to themselves the greater 
damnation of having trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and done 
despite to the Spirit of grace. And 
we tremble as we think of the truly 
awful condition eternally of " the 
wicked who have come and gone 
from the place of the holy." Is it 
not enough to thrill our souls with 
deep and intense emotion to contem­
plate the state hereafter of those 
who now compose our Sabbath as­
semblies, should they die as they 
are living,-aliens to the common­
wealth of Israel? They sit as God's 
people sit, but are not aspiring aft.er 
or pressing towards the rest which 
remains for the people of God; they 
sing with the lip God's praises, but 
their sacrifice not being heartfelt is 
only a vain oblation ; they hear the 
story of the cross, but yield not to 
its attractive influence and p_owerful 
claims ; and though an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and un­
fading is proffered for their accept­
ance, they are content to have their 
portion in this life. Surely such are 
in danger of incurring the heaviest 
penalties that can be attached by 
divine justice to disobedience. And 
shall we, believing all this, leave any 
effort untried that God may bless to 
their deliverance and eternal salva­
tion ? God forbid ! 

One other consideration may be 
urged to strengthen the appeal we 
thus make to the church on behalf 
of the congregation, and it is this­
that by seeking first the spiritual 
welfare of the members of our con­
gregations, we are using the most 
likely means for securing the extension 
ancl final triumph of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. The most natural mode 
of converting the world is for the 
church to send forth her influence 
in gradually increasing radiation as 

from a centre. In order to this, the 
congregation (which is nearest to 
the church) should feel most of its 
force, if the gospel is to reach those 
who are not so directly brought 
under its teaching. In ancient times 
the wall of Jerusalem was repaired 
by each man building the part of it 
over against bis own house. And 
we believe that it is God's plan that 
Christians should contribute to the 
building of the temple that God is 
rearing of living stones, by their 
individually doing that part of the 
work which lies nearest to them. 
Hence the urgent necessity there is 
laid upon the friend to seek the 
salvation of bis friend, the relative 
to use special efforts for bringing 
his relative to Christ, and for the 
members of a Christian church to be 
specially watchful for the souls of 
those who sit with them in the same 
pew, or worship with them in the 
same Christian sanctuary. And 
wondrous results, we think, may be 
expected when the urgency of this 
duty is fully realized by the universal 
church of Christ. For when con­
verted, who so likely ( all other things 
being equal) to be of use in the 
church and in the world, as those 
who by long attendance at God's 
house have become thoroughly ac­
·quainted with gospel truths ? For 
the sake of Christ's cause and God's 
glory, as well as on account of the 
unsatisfactory condition of the mem­
bers of our congregations and the 
close relationship we sustain to them, 
we entreat the church to be wise 
and faithful in their conduct towards 
them that are without. 

Now to the justice and force of 
such considerations as these, we be­
lieve your hearts and consciences 
will at once respond. And taking 
it for granted that you realize your 
responsibilities and arc anxious to 
promote the spiritual good of those 
who meet with you from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, but are outside of the 
church, we proceed to mention the 
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w A YS in which these claim'J upon you 
may be met. It is, of course, impossible 
to prescribe specific plans of action 
"·hich ~ball be applicable to all cases, 
But the following hints we deem im­
portant, and probably they may serve 
to assist the members of our churches 
in their efforts for the good of the con­
gregation. We think very little need 
be said respecting the many and varied 
provisions made by the church in their 
collective capacuy for benefiting the 
congregation. These, perhaps, were 
never more numerous or more adapted 
to the desired end than now. And we 
rejoice that in our days ministers 
generally do not confine their ministra­
tions to the comforting- and edifying of 
believers, but very frequently preach 
the gospel to others, conduct Bible 
classes, and make special efforts for the 
anxious, inquiring, and thoughtful. It 
is also matter for thankfulness that 
there are connected with our churches 
so many valuable institutions by which 
the congregation as well as others is 
benefited, such as our Sunday schools, 
tract, Dorcas, sick poor societies, 
mothers' meetings, and the like. And 
in vigorously sustaining such institu­
tions as these, the church doubtless is 
to a great extent fulfilling its obliga­
tions to the congregation. Whether 
in addition to all these, class meetings, 
such as are held among Wesleyans and 
otliers, would be useful and desirable; 
or whether it wonld be well to recog­
nize it as a rule (as is done in the Bap­
tiMt church at Paris), that every new 
member of the church is expected im­
mediately to seek to bring at least one 
other person to Christ and into the 
church; are questions which are worthy 
of some consideration, hut on which 
we venture to give no opinion. 

We imagine, however, that far more 
good can be accomplished by the indi­
"id ual personal efforts of the several 
members, than by the church in its 
collective capacity. And we observe 
further, that it is of the utmost impor­
tance that i·esponsibility in this matter 
should be felt by each member to rest upon 
himself individually. It should never 
be supposed that effortM for the good of 
the congregation belong to the special 
functions of the ministry, nor should 
the pressure of personal obligation be 
evaded by losing the sense of our indi­
viduality in the aggregate body with 

which we are associated.. We fear 
that the minister is too often practically 
regarded as the representative or proxy 
of the church for the accomplishment 
of its mission in the conversion of men 
and the spread of Christianity. And 
we also fear that the familiar adage, 
"what is everybody's business is 
nobody's," is true in spiritual as in 
temporal things; and that it is quite 
possible to prove that the adoption of 
such and such a course is the duty of 
the church, without necessarily lead­
ing this or that member of the church 
to feel that the duty is his own. But 
such things ought not to be. The 
public ministry of the word, though it 
be God's chief and chosen instrument 
for the achievement of God's gracious 
designs to men, was never intended to 
supersede the obligation or necessity 
of private effort, but rather needs it to 
perfect its own efficiency. And such 
is our personal obligation to seek the 
good of others, that howsoever humble 
our position in the church, or limited 
our sphere of usefulness, we cannot 
transfer to others that obligation which 
God has laid upon us; and at the last 
day we shall be each judged, not as a 
member of this church or of that, but 
as an independent servant of the Re­
deemer. Responsibility, therefore, in 
this matter is such as no member of a 
Christian church can shrink from with­
out incurring heavy personal guilt, and 
doing serious harm to the cause of 
Christ. 

And if you would individually rightly 
discharge the claims of the congrega­
tion upon you, you must first be 
especially careful to recommend a Chl'is­
tian and professing life by your own 
character and conduct. When writing 
to the church at Colosse, Paul exhorts 
them to " walk in wisdom toward them 
that are without." Ily which we sup­
pose he meant that they should be 
prudent and consistent in their con­
versation an,! deportment, scrupulously 
avoiding ev1,rythi11g that would preju• 
dice the miuds of them that are without 
against the gospel of Christ, and ever 
pursuing such a course as would con· 
strain them to acknowledge the excel­
lence and desirableness of a Christian 
life. Now whilst this exhortation is 
important if understood to refer in its 
most comprehensive sense to all tho 
unconverted, it is especially eo if our 
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congregations be regarded as those 
who are without. For from intimate 
intercourse with us, they are intimately 
acquainted with what we are, as well 
as with what they profess, and will be 
greatly influenced either for good or 
evil by what they see in or hear from 
us. And should our conversation not 
become the gospel of Christ, we furnish 
them with a stronghold of prejudice in 
which they may entrench themselves, 
and from which they may oppose and 
attack the troth. And even if we put 
forth efforts for their spiritual good, so 
Jong as our Ii ves belie our profession 
and precepts, we are like those who 
may laboriously rear a building with 
their right hand, and with equal assi­
duity cast it down with their left. 
We should therefore in all our inter­
course with them, in our business 
transactions with them, and in our 
conduct one towards the other, we 
should let them see that we are 
governed not by selfishness, but by 
Christian principle, and that in all our 
actions we are truthful, npright, 
generous, and sincere. Then we should 
not be stumbling-blocks, hindering 
them from embracing the truth, but 
should rather serve to allure them 
from the ways of sin, and attract them 
to the cross. And whenever they see, 
wherever we are, that we are above 
everything false, menu, dishonest, and 
unkind, and that we arc worthy of 
being trusted, esteemed, and loved, 
they will be constrained to acknowlege 
that the religion we profess, and by 
wliich we have been made what we 
are, is worthy the acceptation of all. 

Moreover, you should seek by per­
sonal and individual effort the spiritual 
welfnre of those who surround you in 
the sanctuary. So much variety is 
evident in the character, condition, 
circumstances, and tastes of the mem­
bers of our congregations, and so much 
difference, too, exists in the capacities 
and opportunities of the members of 
our churches, that it must be left to 
the judgment of each member to deter­
mine as to the beet way in which he 
may benefit others. 

But much may be done, especially 
by the younger members of the church, 
by cultivating the acquaintance and inti­
macy of those of their own age in the 
congregation. Of course we are not 
counselling the youthful Christian to 

select hie chosen companions from 
among the thoughtless and ungodly. 
Christian prudence and principles will 
readily suggest the necessary limita­
tions of our advice. But it is surely 
lawful and advisable for the disciple of 
Christ to endeavour to attract the 
friendship and win the confidence of 
those who are undecided for God, with 
a view to improve, as opportunity oc­
curs, the interco11rse arising from such 
an association to the spiritual good of 
the person with whom it is formed. 

By personal conversation, too, you 
should, as suitable occasions arise, en­
deavour to lead them to Christ and 
into the church. It is not unlikely 
that some of them are only waiting on -
the threshold of the church for your 
invitation, "Come thou with us;" or 
else, being weary with a sense of 
guilt, would gladly unburden their 
hearts, if you will but give them an 
opportunity of doing so. And a single 
sentence spoken in weakness and 
trembling, but in the spirit of real 
solicitude, bas often reached the heart 
that has remained impervious to the 
most carefully directed appeals from 
the pulpit. How the Lord has blessed 
such endeavours, the history of the 
church and the biographies of good 
men abundantly declare. It is re­
corded of Harlan Page, who was 
wonderfully active in this department 
of Christian labour, that though he 
died at the comparatively early age of 
forty-three, yet he could say on his 
death bed, "I know that it is all of 
God's grace and nothing that I liave 
done, but I have had evidence that 
more than one hundred souls have 
been converted to God through my 
direct and personal instrumentality." 
One of these was the case of a me­
chanic, which is thus stilted by him­
self-" But for Mr. Page I should 
have probably sunk into a miserable 
eternity. It was on a New Year's day 
that I determined that for once I 
would go to the monthly meeting of 
prayer. I went early, found only the 
sexton in the room, and sat down. 
Soon after there came in a pl11in man 
who spoke very plainly to the sexton, 
and then coming and sitting by my 
side, after a kind salutation said, 'I 
hope you love the Saviour?' That 
question instantly filled my eyes with 
tears. I had been preached at at 
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arm's length all my days, but this was 
the first time in my life that a Chris­
tian thus kindly and directly put such 
a question to my heart. We then 
conversed much together, and, at his 
request, I gave him my name and 
residence. The next day he came 
into my shop and brought me the 
tract, 'The way to be saved,' which 
he thought I should like to read. He 
called again and again to converse 
with me, and, as the rPsult, I was -
brought I hope to Christ and soon 
afterwards united with the church." 
Now such an example as this it would 
be well if all professing Christians would 
follow. We do not advise a thought­
less and indiscriminatA forcing of re­
ligious conversation upon those with 
whom you associate; as that may only 
render repulsive the sacred themes it 
is designed to recommend. But if you 
are on the watch for them, opportu­
nities will not fail to present them­
selves, especially when on the way to 
God's house, or at thii close of religious 
services, when a word may be aptly 
and profitably introduced, which the 
Spirit may use as the instrument of 
fulfilling God's purposes of grace and 
of saving a soul from death. 

Bnt should speech fail you, either 
from diffidence or want of opportunity, 
the pen can supply its l,a,ck of service, 
and will often do the work more 
effectually even than speech itself. 
There are some to whom you could 
write, or send a religious leaflet or 
tract, though you could not speak to 
them ; and there are many who would 
feel free to respond to such a com­
munication whose lips would refuse to 
answer in conversation. Besides, the 
silent and eloquent message of your 
pen may win its way where the word 
of the lip might fail to gain accept­
ance. The word is spoken and then 
passes away, but the letter abides, 
and though cast aside perhaps for a 
time, may be taken np again in some 
season of silence and seclusion, where 
it may work the result which at first 
it failed to effect. 

You may also promote the interest 
of those whom we commend to your 
solieiturle by acting as a medium of in­
troduction between your pastor and the 
anxious and enquiring in the congrega­
tion. There are those, it may be, 
among his hearers, respecting whom 

the pastor cherishes hopes that there 
is some good thing in their hearts 
towards the Lord God of Israel, and 
whom he longs to take by the hand 
and lead to the cross; but their diffi­
dence places a barrier between him 
and them, which makes it very diffi­
cult for him to gain access to them. 
Now the members may help him in 
this matter, by bringing under his 
notice cases of enquiry and hopeful­
ness which had escaped his eye, and 
by encouraging those who hang back 
from t.imidity to enter into that inter­
course with their minister which in 
their hearts they have often desired 
but which they have never dared 
to seek. And thus your pastors may 
be relieved of a difficulty which 
often presses their hearts and hin­
ders their usefulness; while you 
would be leading those you desire to 
benefit to one to whom they might 
tell the anxiety which burdens their 
spirit, and whose counsel might avail, 
under the divine blessing, to lead their 
feet into the way of peace. _ 

Our last suggestion may probably 
appear to some unworthy of being no­
ticed at all; though we think it will 
be found to be more important than at 
first it seems. It is this, that you 
should accord frank and fri(,ndly recog­
nition to, and take courteous care of the 
members of your congregation. Surely 
it ought not to be that those who con­
stantly frequent the same house of 
prayer should regard each other as 
strangers, standing formally, aloof 
from one another, waiting till some 
further introduction permits their in­
tercourse. Jt has been well said, 
"Arbitrary prescriptions of etiquette 
may comport well enough with the 
constitution of worldly society, but in 
the name of the freedom and gen­
erosity of the gospel, let them not be 
suffered to usurp dominion in the 
church, to freeze into formality the 
communion of saints, and to ham­
per the movements of Christian be­
nevolence." The effort which the 
cordial shake of the hand, and the 
word or smile of greeting at the door 
of the sanctuary, or at the more 
casual meeti11g of the week, costs to 
him who renders the attention is but 
trifling, but far otherwise may be i!s 
effect on him who receives it; for it 
may be the first step towards further 
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and more direct efforts for good. 
Especially may it prove of advantage 
to strangers, or to those who more 
occasionally worship with us. Nothing 
impresses a stranger so much as 
civility. He may be delighted with 
the singing, but he can hear equally 
as good music elsewhere. He may be 
enraptured with the sermon, but one 
week in the out-of-doors whirlpool 
drives it from his mind. But he will 
not forget the smile of a friend, nor 
the kind invitation to come again, that 
accompanied the hand-shaking after 
service. " Many years ago, a crowded 
congregation gathered to witness the 
ordinance of baptism. A multitude 
not accuetomed to regular attendance 
pressed on the usual chapel-goers till 
pews and aisles were crammed. In 
the dense mass was a stranger who 
appears there for the first time, and 
like many others was obliged to stand 
during the whole service. But when 
the pastor expressed his grief at the 
wearisome postnre of the late comers, 
and besought the strangers present to 
visit the place again, when more com­
fortable accommodation would cheer­
fully be furnished them, the visitor 
beheld an exhibition of Christian 
kindness which opened his mind to a 
new view of the Christianity which 
until then he had discarded and de­
spised. Soon afterwards he put the 
hospitality of the church to the test, 
and ere long he himself was led down 
into that Laptistry on profession of bis 
faith. And twenty years' residence in 
a distant city has not diminished the 
abiding esteem with which he regards 
the courteous pastor whose kind words 
from the pulpit made the house of God 
attractive to a stranger." Now it is 
us easy frequljntly to secure such 
occasional visitors and convert them 
into permanent attendants as it it is to 
lose them. Eloquent preaching will 
not do it, neither will artistic music, 
but kindness will. Let, then, the doors 
of our chapels be well supplied with 
courteous, affable men, who will give 
as cheerful a welcome to a stranger as 
they do to a new customer in the place 
of business. Let the occasional visitor 
be respectfully approached before he 
leaves, and with a warm grasp of the 

hand, and an honest expression of kind­
ness, be assured that he has been wel­
come, and that it has given pleasure to 
some to find him in the house of prayer. 
A half-dozen warm-hearted, and at the 
same time wise and prudent Christians, 
in each aisle of our chapels, with social 
courage and Christian feeling enough 
rightly to entertain strangers, would, 
we believe, marvellously transform our 
congregations. In one of the Metro­
politan churches connected with this 
Conference, there is such a staff of 
pious, earnest, and intelligent pew­
openers, and many have been added to 
the church as the result of their sea­
sonable and well-directed efforts. And 
it would be a happy thing did all 
churches equally well know how to 
treat courteously and kindly both the 
strangers and the more frequent and 
regular attendants at God's house. 

We had purposed to suggest some 
other motives for the discharge of your 
duties to the congregation, in addition 
to those which have been furnished in 
the facts already stated, and also to 
speak of the spfrit in which these obli­
gations should be fulfilled. But time 
permits us only further to urge these 
claims by briefly reminding you, that 
bad not some one performed similarly 
kind offices for yon, which you are now 
required to render to others, the proba­
bilities are, that many of you, at least, 
would now be strangers to the salva­
tion in which you rejoice. And it may, 
also, well stimulate you to the dis­
charge of thtlse as of all other Chris­
tian duties, to remember that in ful­
filling them you will enjoy the privi­
lege and honour of being co- workers 
with God, and of contributing greatly 
to the advantage, prosperity, and ex.­
tension of the Redeemer's kingdom. 
The spirit in which you should attend 
to these duties is, we need scarcely 
say, that of faith, love, prudent perse­
verance, and earnest prayer. And 
only let such a spirit be possessed by 
all the members of our several churches, 
and from such motives let our obliga­
tions to the congregation be fulfilled, 
and we believe there will be greater 
prosperity than ever in our churches, 
and that the Lord will add daily unto 
the church such as shall be saved. 



252 

Jittraturt. 

':'HE WRITINGS OF QmNTUS SEPT. 
FLOR. TERTULLIANUS. Vol. I. Edin­
burgh: T. & T. Cwrke. 

Tms instalment of the writings of Ter­
:ullian forms the eleventh volume of 
the series known as the Ante-Nicene 
Christian Library. It contains sixteen· 
treatises by the eminent father-the 
first Latin author whose works have 
been preserved. His celebrity as a 
writer may have been partially attribu­
table to the severity with which he ex­
posed and condemned that subtle spirit 
of self-righteousness which pervaded 
the African church in his days. The 
acerbity of his spirit, and the asperity 
of his language, are clearly traceable 
even in the translations given; but 
these pecnliarities, while tending to 
manifest his own character, also cast 
light on the Christianity of his age. 
It is on this account, rather than for 
any intrinsic excellence, that his works 
are entitled to an attentive study at 
thiA remote period. We have no space 
for enlarging on his writings generally; 
bnt we take the opportunity, which 
the appearance of this new translation 
presents, of adducing his testimony to 
Baptist Principles. 

In Chapter II. of his treatise on Bap­
tism, he says: " With great simplicity, 
and without pomp, without auy con­
siderable novelty of preparation, finally, 
without expense, a man is dipped in 
water, and amid the utterance of s_ome 
few words is (tinctus) plunged, and 
then rises again, &c. In the new 
translation, executed by the Rev. S. 
Tbel wall, late Scholar of Christ's Col­
lege, Cambridge, the word tinctus is 
rendered " sprinkled" - a rendering 
which wholly disagrees with the word 
"dipped," given as the equivalent of 
demissue; and which is not in accord­
ance with the primary sense of tinctus 
itself. The first meaning given of 
tinctue, in most Latin Lexicons, is 
dipped, dyed, plunged, imlm,ed, and in 
some the word is rendered "haptized." 
And the examples to illustrate and con­
firm this primary meaning are plenti­
ful. Virgil, in Georgie~ iv. 172, speak­
ing of the fabled Cyclops, says, one 
plies the puffing bellows to heat the 

metal-others plunge the hissing brass 
in water: "Alii stridentia TINGUNT aira 
lacu." Celsus, in one of his treatises 
refers to the two heavenly bodie~ 
which are said never to set, and poe­
tically describes them as fearing to be 
dipped in the waters of the ocean • 
"Oceani metuentes requore ting i.,; 
Ovid makes two of bis characters say 
let us dip or bathe our naked bodies i~ 
the overflowing waters. "Nuda super­
fusis TINGAMUS corpora lymphis." So 
again, she dips the flambeaus into the 
trench: "faeces in fossa TINGIT." 

In Chapter IV. he says, "It makes 
no difference whether a man be washed 
in a sea or a pool, a stream or a fount 
a lake or a trough: nor is there any 
distinction between those whom John 
baptized in the Jordan, and those whom 
Peter baptized in the Tiber, unless it 
be thought that the ennuch whom 
Philip baptfzed on his journey with 
chance water derived therefrom more 
or less of salvation." 

In Chapter VII., referring to the then 
common practice of anointing as de­
rived from the old discipline, the 
anointing of Aaron by Moses, he says: 
"Thus 'in our case also the unction 
runs down our flesh carnally hut profits 
spiritually, in the same way as the act 
of baptism itself is carnal, in that we 
are plunged in wa~er," &c. 

In Chapter XII., be says; "Others 
make the suggestion-forced enough 
clearly-that the apostles then served 
the turn of baptism when in• their 
little ship they were sprinkled and 
covered with the waves: that Peter 
also was immersed enough when he 
walked on the sea. It is, however, as 
I think, one thing to be sprinkled or 
intercepted by tire violence of the sea, 
another thing to be baptized in obedi­
ence to the discipline of religion." 

In Chapter XV. he remarks on hereti­
cal and Jewish baptism, and says, "We 
enter the font or bath (lavacrum) once; 
but the Jewish Israel bathes daily ue· 
cauBc he is being daily defiled." 

Besides these pasRages, which speak 
so plainly and convincingly as to. th_e 
mode of Laptism, thore are other mc1-
dontal expressions iu Tertullian's trea-
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tise which may be cited in proof: as 
where he compares converts to Christ 
to little fishes, and says we, after the 
example of our Ikthus (Greek for fish), 
"are born in water." And also where 
he speaks of the dove of Noah issuing 
from the ark and adds, "so also to our 
flesh, as it emerges from the font, flies 
the dove of the Holy Spirit." Further 
still he says that we have a second 
font to enter-a bath of blood-con­
cerning which the Lord said, 'I have a 
baptism to be baptized with;' and this 
is the baptism which stands in lieu of 
the fontal bathing when that has not 
been received and restores it when 
lost. 

Referring to the persons to whom 
and the time when baptism is to be 
administered, he inculcates care, dis­
crimination, and necessary delay, add­
ing, "the delay is preferable, principally 
however in the case of little children" 
(mark I not infants). The Lord does 
indeed say, "Forbid them not to come 
to me." "Let them 'come' then while 
they are growing up" (not, observe, in 
a few days after they are born). "Let 
them come while they are learning" 
(not before they can even lisp), "while 
they are being taught whither to come 
let them become Christians, i.e., in 
baptism, when they have become able 
to know Christ. Why does the inno­
cent period of life hasten to the re­
mission of sins?" This question in­
dicates that the false doctrine of in­
fants being sinners may have led, as 
we believe it did lead, to the wrong 
practice of baptizing infants. It may 
also be inferred that Tertullian was as 
free from the spurious notion, as he 
was averse to the unauthorized act. 

"APOSTOLIC ORDINATION:" A TRACT 
FOR TUE TIMES IN A LETTER TO A 
STUDENT. By G. D. London: E. 
Marlborough &: Co. 

THE utudent to whom this tract was 
addressed had stated to the writer that 
he could not begin to preach with a 
clear conscience until he knew he was 
apostolically ordained; and that while 
he believed the succession from the 
apostles to be broken, still the order of 
the church is according to God's will, 
word, and commandment, which dis­
sent is not. If, as we judge, this 

8 

squeamish student is in a dissenting 
college, we do not wonder that his 
friend G. D. should be pained at this 
passage in hie letter, as giving evi­
dence that he was forsaking " the old 
paths." Desiring to check this em­
bryo desertet from the ranks of non­
conformity, and to prevent his be­
coming a pervert to the entire sacer­
dotal system, the writer calmly dis­
cusses the question of apostolic ordina­
tion, shows what it is that constitutes 

· a valid ministry, and proves that 
diocesan episcopacy is decidedly un­
scriptural. Within the compass of 
thirty pages these points are most 
ably dealt with; and this threepenny 
tract is one which may be warmly 
recommended for general circulation. 

The Address of the Rev. James 
Salisbury, M.A., as chairman of the 
Sheffield Association, and the Annual 
Letter, on " Lessons from our Baptist 
forefathers," by the Rev. J. J. Goad by, 
which are published in neat pamphlets 
at twopence each, should be widely 
circulated among our churches. The 
request for their separate publication 
may be taken as a guarantee for their 
excellence. 

The following pamphlets have been 
received :-What I havo written, by 
Henry Dunn-The man of sin, by the 
author of Short Arguments about the 
Millenium-The Grave of Jesus, a 
Dialogue on Christian Baptism, by W. 
Page, B.A.-'l'he Signs of the Times, 
by T. M. Morris-Public Prayer, by 
an Independent minister -Gems of 
Song for the Sunday School, compiled 
by G. T. Congreve - '!'he Sunday 
Maga~ine-The Sword and Trowel­
'l'he .Church-The Hive-Topics for 
Teachers-The Scattered Nation-The 
Jewish Herald-Gilead, &c. 

"',."' Mr. J. B. Cooke, of Leicester, 
whose small volume of poems was 
noticed in this magazine some time 
ago, has received gracious acknow­
ledgements of a series of " royal 
effusions" from members of the royal 
family, together with a donation in 
money from His Royal Ilighness the 
Prince of Wales. 
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MORNING. 

A.111.-" ShaU we gatlwr at tlw rive1· l" 

SooN the bright eternal morning Then the little flock the kingdom 
With its cloudless light shall rise, Shall possess in earth and heaven. 

And the Shepherd's flock be meeting 
On the hills beyond the skies. 

CHORUS, 

0 that meeting in the morning I 
The beautiful, the beautiful morning I 
Greeting in the light of the morning 

The loved ones gone before I 
Joy is coming with the morning-

'Tis the night of weeping here; 
But behold the shadows turning, 

And the day-spring drawing near. 
Vast dominion in the morning 

To the upright shall be given; 
Chapel Home, Castle Donington. 

Jesus is the Star of morning; 
Eyes that watch and follow Him, 

See the splendour far unfolding 
On the closing mists of sin. 

He will give us wings of morning, 
Pinions bright of faith and love, 

Wafting us 'till we inherit 
Fields all sown with light above. 

Farewell only till the morning; 
Friends, dear friends, who've gone before, 

We shall find you in its shining, 
And shall lose you never more. 

E.H.J. 

iorrtsponhtntt., 
THE CENTENARY FUND. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-Will you kindly allow 
me to call the attention of your readers 
to the appeal on the cover of this 
month's magazine on behalf of the 
Centenary Fund? The subscription 
list, after a brief half hour's work at 
the Association in rather a thin house, 
amounts to abont £600. I shall be 
glad to receive the names of other 
riends who are willing to help us in 

this very hopeful movement; and I 
shall be happy to give whatever 
assistance I may be able in the forma­
tion of local auxiliary committees. 
The collecting books provided are 
adapted either for weekly, monthly, 
or quarterly subscriptions, and are 
waiting to be used. It would greatly 
aid the fund if in every congregation 
a staff of active and zealous collectors 
could be obtained. Who is willing to 
offer service in this matter? The 
pence and the shillings are needed as 
well as the pounds to make up the 
sum it is decided to raise. Every 
friend of the denomination, however 
limited in means, must esteem it a 
privilege to supply a brick or two 
in this commemorative movement. 
Our young poople will bo glad to 

remember in years to come, when the 
brow is wrinkled and the locks are 
white with age, that they took part 
in the celebration of the Centenary 
and did something towards the collec­
tion of the fund. The bazaar it is 
intended to hold at Leicester next 
year offers a fitting opportunity for 
the pleasant and graceful service 
which the delicate fingers of the fair 
know so well how to render. I may 
respectfully solicit early and ample 
preparation of suitable articles for 
presentation, and I am sure I may 
promise on the part of those who will 
freely undertake the management of 
the bazaar that gifts both of what is 
useful and ornamental will he duly 
appreciated and most thankfully re­
ceived. 

The official programme of duties 
with which I was charged as Ho11orary 
Secretary did not include the delivery 
of lectures on behalf of the fund, but 
I may state that I have prepared a 
preliminary historical Centenary lec­
ture which I have already given in 
several places, and I am making ar­
rangements to visit during the sum• 
mer the chief churches of the Con­
nexion in Cheshire, Lancashire, York­
shire, Lincolnshire and Cambl'idgo-
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shire, and I shall be glad to visit other 
churches nearer home and in the south 
as soon as convenience may offer. 
Perhaps I might also suggest without 
undue presumption that brethren in 
the ministry, local preachers, and lay­
men not unaccustomed to persuasion 
bytongue and pen, would considerably 
facilitate the success of this enterprise 
by advocating its claims in any way 
that may be possible and proper. A 
denominational effort of this special 
and extraordinary character affords 
scope and occasion for the use of every 
kind of talent, That the Lord would 
bless the celebration of the Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Connexion to the 
awakening of slumbering and un­
employed energies, and to the revival 
of earnest religious life in our churches, 
is the prayer of all who love and 
worship the God of their fathers, and 
desire the prosperity and growth in 
our midst of the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Very faithfully yours, 

THOMAS GOADBY. 
Derby, July 14, 1869. 

REV. JAMES WOOLLEY. 
To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-There appears to be a 
growing impression that I have no 
desire again to enter the ministry. I 
am, however, happy to say that I have 
so far recovered strength that I shall 
be glad to receive an invitation from 
a church to become its pastor: or, 
failing that event, to preach as an 
occasional supply. 

Yours faithfully, 
JAMES WOOLLEY. 

Address :-Grol'Ve:nor Square, Staly­
b1idge, Cheshire. 

BOSTON. 
To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-Permit me, through the 
columns of yonr widely circulated 
Magazine, to give a brief reply to the 
letter published in your last number 
from the hand of the Hev. T. W. 
Matliews of this place. In that doc11-
111ent Mr. l\lathews cha_rges myself and 
several others with such inconsistency 
in our conduct at the recent parlia­
mentary election, that the relationship 
now subsisting between us and the 

church here (over which Mr. Mathews 
is pastor), is now, on their part, only 
one of forbe,a,rance. Now, sir, as a 
member of that church of nearly four­
teen years' standing, I feel sure you 
will forgive me trespassing on your 
space by stating the nature of the 
inconsistency with which we are 
charged. It is simply this-" for voting 
as we felt the dictates of our own con­
sciences inclined us to at the election 
before alluded to," and nothing more.* 
We received no bribes nor other 
worldly considerations, nor were we 
altogether influenced by political pre­
dilections, kindly hinted by Mr. M.; 
but we pursued what we deemed then, 
and still consider to be, an honourable 
and consistent conduct throughout the 
whole election, and did nothing, to our 
knowledge and belief, to bring either 
disgrace or reproach upon the church 
of Christ. So far we think our friends 
should believe us, for we are not in the 
habit of allying ourselves to a false­
hood. 

Previous to the election, Mr. 
Mathews, in accordance with his usual 
custom, preached what he termed his 
election sermon, and thereby advised 
all his members and hearers how to 
vote. Of course it was listened to with 
the usual deference to Mr. Mathews' 
advanced opinions, and his advice ac­
cepted by us with a regard as much 
for his kindness as for our own con­
scientious convictions ; but were we to 
be bound by his sentiments and re­
strictions as much as though we had 
no mind, no thought, no opinion, no 
choice of our own? No. I cannot sec 
that we were; and oe a necessary con­
sequence, while most of our ·number (I 
mean the mem?ers of the church) saw 

• This cou\11. scarcely be the n11ture of the 
incoruiistcncy churgcd upon our frionds. May 
we be pnrcloncd in ~uspec_ting th~t their. accuser~ 
considered them 111cons1stont 111 havmg con• 
sciences whoso dictu.tes aro so contradictm·y tu 
the gcnemlly nckno~vlodgcd princiJ?l~s .o.f Non• 
conformists? Consc1oncc8 are not d1vm1t10s, nor 
ure they vicegerents of the one true God, unless 
they 11re enlightcncll unll purified. Consistent 
nonconformity not only O shn.kos, its h~nds from 
holding of bribes," but sewers itself 111 net, ns 
completely us it i8 separate in essence, from nil 
politicul connection with the Church nm\ State 

r.urty. A 'fory Dissenter mny Uo,. ns .wo 1~ro 
mpp1y to know, u. ve~): good uuu.1 .m h1~ so<;u~l 

relations i hut us n. citLzcn, excrc1s111g )us c1v1I 
privileges son.nournlously, he ~ecomcs .0 u. stn111gl;r 
to his brethren. an<l an nhon to lw1 n~othu~ s 
children." As, however, thcru uro sole~1~ms ~n 
Iitn~utt.go, hybrids in nature, .nnU od~htrns . m 
ordinary society, so there tLTO m constLtnonc1es 
anll in churches motley men, to be marked, ad• 
monM1ed, and borne with.-ED, 
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as Mr. Mathews saw, and a,cted as he 
acted, there were some of ns who ven­
tured, in all charity and good will, to 
differ from them, and pursue a different 
line of action, equally, we contend, as 
honourable as it was sincere. For this 
we were called into question, and 
received several visits from Mr. 
Mathews and other friends, but with 
no satisfactory results, as the terms of 
compromise held out to us were alto­
gether incompatible with the course we 
had pursued, and the opinions we held. 
The matter was in due time brought 
before a packed church meeting. Yes, 
sir, believe me, packed; for so zealous 
was Mr. Mathews and his friends to 
overpower us with their sentiments 
and opinions, that they not only can­
vassed many members to be present to 
vote us down, but positively secured 
the services of one gentleman, formerly 
an influential member of the church, to 
come many miles to advocate their 
cause. By this I mean to cast no im­
putation upon that gentleman, but the 
intention was patent to every one. 

At that meeting, of course, resolu­
tions were passed condemnatory of our 
conduct, but couched in such terms 
that at any other time and under any 
other circumstances we could our­
selves have cordially supported them. 

The result of the meeting, while it 
confirmed Mr. M. and his friends in 
their course of action, did not in one 
iota alter our opinions or shake our cou­
victions. Time sped on, and with it 
reflections of a more solid character 
stole over the mind of Mr. M. He 
began to fancy the evil complained of 
was not so bad after all, but had been 
greatly exaggerated. So acting upon 
the advice of some few of his more 
intellectual and unbiaesed friends, he 
consented to a compromise. This was 
accordingly attempted and success­
fully carried out at the meeting of the 
church held in the month of March 
last, when the following resolution, 
proposed by Mr. King and seconded by 
myself, was carried by a large majority 
and recorded in the church minute 
book, viz., "That in future, at all par­
liamentary elections each member of 
this church be allowed to vote accord­
ing to his own conscience." This was 
accepted as sufficient by all the mem­
bers of the church except some half­
dozen, who contended that we had not 
been kept under censure long enough, 

that we were getting off much too easy, 
&c., and so worked upon Mr. M. that 
he had to threaten them that unless 
they would be silent, and meet with 
us again and be friends, be would leave 
the lot of us. This action on the part 
of Mr. M. was so bold, and deemed by 
them fraught with such disastrous 
effects were he to carry bis resolution 
into practice, that they quietly kissed 
the rod, and submitted to the lash so 
opportunely held over them. Thinking 
we had got to the end of our troubles 
in the matter, we quietly settled down 
again amongst them, but soon, alas I 
to be disturbed by the ruse reported 
in your last at the beading of Mr. 
Mathews' letter. At the tea meeting 
there alluded to, some of our friends 
were present, and were as sincere in 
their congratulations as any member of 
the church; but imagine, Mr. Editor, 
their surprise, their grief, and their 
annoyance, when Mr. M. in his letter 
alluded to the matter in the way be 
did; and notwithstanding that he was 
severely interrogated afterwards as to 
his meaning, remained firm in his 
threats and intentions towards us. 

In conclusion, allow me to express 
myself on behalf ofrny slighted brethren 
and sisters, some of whom having 
spent the best part of half a century in 
active service in the church, as grieved, 
deeply grieved, to think that we should 
be living here in the midst of so much 
enlightenment, so much liberty of con­
science and action, so much freedom of 
thought and expression of opinion-a 
state of things General Baptiste in par­
ticular should be most anxious to 
IDaintain-the victims of a painful con­
spiracy to oust us from the positions 
we have occupied so long in the 
church, all through, and through 
nothing else (for we have challenged 
them to bring a charge against our 
moral conduct in the matter, and they 
have nol), for venturing to exercise 
the privilege of the franchise in a man­
ner which we thought and believed, 
and still think and believe, to be for 
the safe and permanent advanceme~t 
of our religious and moral freedom ID 

the world, and for the decided advan­
tage and welfare of the church. If we 
are in error, let our friends convince us 
of it, which as yet they have not done, 
although we have given them every 
opportunity by fair argument. If we 
have grieved them by being success• 
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fu]; while their efforts have been like 
so much chaff before the wind, let them 
acknowledge it in a manly way, and 
not seek to hide their bitter disap­
pointments under the cover of our so­
called inconsistent conduct. Away 
with such idle efforts to palm off upon 
the ignorant the impartiality of their 
own conduct, the chastity of their own 
demeanour, and the purity of their own 
motives; and let the man shine out in 
his true colour and admit, as he unmis­
takeably must admit sooner or later, 
that this piece of priestly intolerance, 
this heartless despotism, this tyran­
nical indiscretion, is the subject of a 
severe disappointment to his political 

hopes and aspirations, and to his 
cherished convictions towards his fa­
vourite party. For ourselves, success 
has never exalted us into any aggra­
vated form of boasting, but on the 
contrary has drawn from us a measure 
of pity for our fallen foes, who have thus 
had their hopes dashed to pieces when 
they are so ill prepared to bear it. 

Apologizing for troubling yon, and 
trespassing so long on your valuable 
space, 

I am, Mr. Editor, 
Yours faithfully, 

'EDWARD WILSON. 
Skirbeck Road, BostQTI, 

July 13, 1869. 

Jnttlligtntt. 
~.enomimttion11I. 

FORMATION OF A GENERAL BAPTIST 
CmmcH AT HITCHCN, HERTS.-On Friday 
evening, July 2, a very interesting public 
meeting wns held at the Mission Hall, 
Walsworth Road, Hitchin, in order to the 
formation of a Christian church in con­
nection with that place of worship, the 
Rev. T. W. Mathews, of Boston, presiding. 
After the singing of a hymn, the Rev. J. 
Aldis, jun., minister of Salem Chapel, read 
portions of Acts i. and ii., Matt. xviii., 
1 Cor. v., and off Pred prayer. The Rev. J. 
Clifford, MA., LL.B., of London, then de­
livered an address on the Nature and Con­
stitution of n Christian Church, impres­
sively describing it as consisting, in its 
essf'noe, of "two or three," or more, 
gathered together in the name and spirit 
of Christ; "walking in all tlrn ordinances 
and commandments of the Lord blame­
lessly;" constantly aiming to edify one 
another, and likewise to be evangelists in 
their several spheres; above nil, realising 
Christ Himself in their midst according 
tn His promise. A brief historical outline 
of the origin and progress or the work ut 
the Missi, n Hall was next read by Mr. 
G. F. Bayley, of Barnet. Hitchin having 
become an important railway station, 
several friends professing General Baptist 
principles had settled there; and, perceiv­
ing that many of their neighbourR had no 
suitl\ble pli,ce of worship, except at an in­
c•,nvenient distance, had resolved to try to 
supply the deficiency. The building, which 
had heen erected and furnished through 
tl,e Christian liber,dity of Richard John­
son, Esq., was opened for divine worship, 
October, 1807. About the ijame period a 

Sunday school was also commenced there 
Both the congregation and school increased 
so rapidly (the latter soon numbering about 
one hundred and twenty scholars and 
twenty teachers) that in a very few months 
a considerable addition had to be made to 
the building. From the commencement 
the congregation had been invited to pro­
vide for the pulpit and other expenses 
by voluntary contributions ; and so cordial 
had been the response to this appeal, that 
at the first anniversary meeting it was 
found thl\t the amount thus contributed 
had more thl\n met the outlay. Latterly, 
the desirableness of making further and 
more complete arrangements had begun to 
be widely felt; and, in order the better to 
consider this important question in all its 
bearings, the friends more immediately 
concerned had conforred with their es­
teemed pastor, the Rev. J. Aldis, and their 
brethren tire deacons of the church assem­
bling at Salem Chapel. After due delibera­
tion it was n!Mlnimously agreed, that it WI\S 

expedient that a separate clrnrch should be 
formed in connection with the pince of 
meeting in Walsworth Road. For this pur­
pose, six of the members of the eh urch at 
Salem, having made application, receive,! 
from their brethren n most cordial "letter 
of dismission,'' containing many expres­
sions of their Rincere interest in the new 
undertaking, and their earnest desire for 
its success. The record from which the 
above particulars were rend, nlso stated, 
that the 11ew church would be formed on 
thq principle that the Holy Scriptures ot' 
the Old and New Testaments are the only 
rule of foith and practice ; and, further, 
that the friends concerned adopted those 
Six Articles in which the fathers of the 
"New Connexion of General D11ptists had, 
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in 1770, expressed their views of the most 
essential truths of Christianity." (Vide 
J. H. Wood's History of the General Bap­
tists, p. 177.) In a most earnest and prac­
tical address, the Rev. T. W. Mathews next 
exhorted the brethrau ever to bear in mind 
that, as a· Christian church, they professed 
to recognize that they had entirely and for 
ever renounced their own will, and heartily 
embraced and acknowledged the scripture 
doctrine (1 Cor. vi. 19) "Ye are not your 
own.'' Then, each of the six persons 
having taken the rest successively by the 
b,md, in token of the desired union, the 
chairman proceeded to declare them duly 
constitued a Christian church, and invited 
them to enter their names under the record 
in the church-book"-" subscribing with 
their band unto the Lord," according to 
Isaiah xliv. 5. This ha,ing been done, 
and duly attested by the four ministers 
present, eight other persons, who had a 
few days before received the ordinance of 
believers' baptism, and to whose Christi.an 
character satisfactory testimony had been 
borne, were then received by vote, by the 
members of the newly-constituted church. 
Then followed the celebration of the Lord's 
supper, in which several members of other 
churches united, and in the administration 
of which the Rev. J. H. Atkinson, of Shef­
field, as well as the other ministers present, 
took part. After a short exhortation on 
the importance of personal religion, and 
the universality of the gospel welcome, 
addressed by the chairman to those who 
bad not yet decided to follow Christ, the 
brethren assembled joined in supplications 
to the God of all grace for His blessing 
on the undertaking thus auspiciously com­
menced, after which the interesting solem­
nities of the day were concluded with the 
apostolic benediction. G. F. B. 

PETERBOROUGH-New Ghapel.-011 Wed­
nesday, Jone 30, the memorial stone of the 
new Baptist chapel, Queen Street, was laid 
by R. Wherry, Esq., Mayor of Wisbech. 
At half-past eleven an exellent prayer 
meeting was held in Westgate chapel. At 
one there was a cold collation in the Drill 
Hall. At three, the Rev. W. E. Winl,s, of 
Wisbech, gave out a hymn, which had been 
composed for the occasion. llfr. Wherry 
then laid the stone, and delivered n very 
suitable address. The pastor, Thomas 
Barrass, read a brief history of the church. 
Dr. Underwood, of Chilwell College, offered 
an appropriate prayer, and the Rev. Thos. 
Goadby, B.A., of Derby, gave nn n<ldress, 
which was listened to with much pleasure. 
At five nearly eight hundred persons took 
tea in tbe Drill Hall. One frien<l gener­
ously provided the ten, that the entire pro­
ceeds might be applied to the b11ildi11g 
fund. At seven a public meetin~ waB heM 
in Trinity Congregational Church, kindly 

lent for the occasion. The attendauce was 
very large. Mr. Roberts occupied the chair. 
Addresses were delivered by the Revs. S. 
S. Allsop, March; W. Orton, Bourn ; Dr. 
Underwood, and T. Goadby. The pastor, 
and the other ministers of the city, with 
Rev. W. E. Winks, nnd Messrs. Coleman 
of Peterborough and Johnson of Hitchin, 
took some part in the service. The finan­
cial results were satisfactory. It is ear­
nestly desired that the building may be 
opened without debt, but this can only be 
done by very large nnd continued liberality. 

LJTTLB SUTTON, near Birminghan-New. 
Ghapel.-As early as the year 1774 a small 
General Raptist church existed in this 
place, and purchased a piece of ground, 
and a building which has been used till 
now for a place of worship. From this 
church sprang the Lombard Street church 
Birmingham. At one time it numbered 
fifty-nine members. During the last half 
century it has seriously declined and be­
come a preaching station of the Birming­
ham church. The members are few, and 
the old building was become very mean 
and dilapidated. Recently a vigorous effort 
has been made by the Lombard Street 
friends to revive this once thriving cause. 
A beautiful new chapel has been erected, 
and the old one repaired for use as a school­
room, at a cost of £300. Opening services 
were held on Monday, June 28, when Rev. 
C. Vince and Rev. J. J. Brown, of Birming­
ham, preached; and ou the following Sun­
day, when Mr. Harrison, pastor of the 
Lombard Street church preached. The 
proceeds of the opening services amount 
to £30, which sum added to donations and 
subscriptions previously obtained, make up 
the amount needed to defray the expense 
of building. The chapel is therefore free 
from debt. About twenty pounds remain 
to be provided for legal and other cl!arges 
not immediately connected with the build­
ing. A Sunday school was started two 
mouths ago, and now numbers upwards of 
fifty childrnn. Two brethren from Loru­
bllrd Street will continue to supply the pul­
pit, and the place will be under the foster­
ing care of that church. 

ToDMORDEN.-On Lord's-day, June 27, 
we celebrated our Sabbath school anniver­
sary, when the Rev. Dr. Burns, of London, 
preached two most effective and useful ser­
mons to crowded congregation~. The 
Spirit of God was with us through the day. 
Good was done to souls, and the collections 
reached the very liberal sum of £40. The 
next (Monday) evening the Rev. Dr. Burns 
delivered n lecture on his recent tour 
through Egypt, Palestine, and Turkey, 
The lecture throughout was most amusing 
and instructive, the doctor's description of 
places on the route, the manners and cus­
toms of the people, or the appearances of 
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ve.rioas objects on the way, was surpe.ss­
in~ly excellent. 

WmTTLESEA.-On Lord's-day, June 27, 
the annual sermons on behalf of the Sab­
bath school were preached by Mr. Pryke, 
.of Wisbech, to large congregations. On 
the following day the children were regaled 
with tea and cake. Tea was afterwards 
provided for friends, of which upwards of 
a hundred partook. The children walked 
in procession through the town with flags 
and banners to a field, kindly lent for the 
occasion. At the close of the evening's 
recreation, they met at the chapel to eat 
up the "fragments,"and were addressed by 
their pastor and dismissed to their homes. 
Our school contains nearly two hundred 
children. Collections good. 

HITCHIN.-The Rev.~ H. Atkinson, for­
merly of Halifax, has accepted a cordial 
invitation to labour for a time in connec­
tion with the new General Baptist interest 
at the above place. 

HALIFAX.-On Wednesday evening, July 
14th, the Rev. R. Ingham resigned his 
pastorate over the church at North Parade, 
but has been requested to hold it until 
other arrangements have been made: 

THE REv. W. CIIAPMAli, of Louth, has 
been invited to remove to the church at 
Lineholme, Todmorc4,n, Yorks; 

THE REV. w. BISHOP has accepted an 
affectionate and unanimous call to become 
co-pastor with the Rev. Thos. Stevenson, 
Archdeacon Lane, Leicester, and will re­
move from Longton at Michaelmas. 

THE REV, J. TAYLOR, of Sutterton, has 
accepted the unanimous call of the church 
at Denholme, Yorkshire, and expects to 
commence his labours there in the course 
of two or three months, 

BAPTISMS. 
PETERDOROUOH. - On Lord's-day, June 

27, three persons were baptized by Mr. 
lltlrrass, and were received into the church 
on the following Lord's-day. 
. Cnroa.-July 11, after a sermon by Mr. 

John Warren, of Derby, three young per­
son~ put on Christ. 

BRADb"oRD, Tetley Street.-Jan. 31, four 
were baptized; and July 4, five more, all 
of whom were received into fellowship. 

HITCHIN.-On Monday, June 28, eight 
friends were baptized on a profession of 
their faith in Christ, by the Rev. J. Aldis, 
and on the following Friday evening they 
were received into the fellowship of the 
new General Baptist church. 

MacCLESFIELn.-On Lord's.day, July 4, 
our pastor, the Hev. B. Hackett, baptized 
three of our female senior scholars, and 
the same day received them into church 
fellowship. 

THE COLLEGE. 

THE LIBRARY, 

THE following donations were promised at 
the Association towards a fund for the im­
provement of the College Library. Help 
is urgently needed for this object, and will 
be thankfully received by the President, 
the Treasurer, or the Secretary. The ac­
count will be kept open a little while to 
give friends who are willing to do so an 
opportunity of contributing. Those marked 
with e.n asterisk paid at the time. 

£ S. D• 
Nottingham, Broad Street 2 2 0 

Mansfield Road 2 2 0 
,, Stoney Street 2 2 0 

Burton.. 2 2 0 
Halifax 2 2 0 
March.. 2 2 0 
London, Praed Street 2 2 0 
Spalding 2 2 0 
Derby, St. Mary's Gate 2 2 0 
Loughborough, Wood Gate 2 2 0 
Mr. Bailey , . 1 1 0 
•Mr. Barker, of Derby 1 1 0 
•Mr. Bembridge, Ripley 1 1 0 
•Mr. Dean, Derby 1 1 0 
Mr. Ellis, ,, 1 1 0 
•Rev. J. Fletcher, Vale 1 1 0 
Mr. G. Ford, Derby • • 1 1 0 
•Mr. W. Hall, ,, 1 1 0 
•Mr. II. Harrison, Derby.. 1 1 0 
Rev. W. Harrison, Birmingham 1 1 0 
Mr. Joseph Hill, Derby O 10 (l 

•Mr. James Hill, ,, 1 1 0 
•Rev. W. Hood, Ford • 0 10 0 
•Mr. Jarrom, Leicester 1 1 0 
Mr. Johnson, Hitohin 2 2 0 
•Mr. Johnson, Derby 1 1 0 
•Mr. Meakin, ,, 1 1 0 
• Mr. N ioholson, Sheffield.. 0 10 0 
Mr. Reynolds, Lenton 2 2 0 
•Mr. Roberts, Peterborough 1 1 0 
Rev. R Y. Roberts 1 1 0 
• Mr. Roper, Leicester 1 1 0 
Rev. I. Stubbins., 1 1 0 
Mr. F. Thompson, Derby.. 2 2 0 
•Mr. J. Walker, Edinburgh 1 1 0 
•Mr. Wherry, Wisbech 1 1 0 

Rev. Dr. Burns promised 100 vols. from 
his library, and Rev. T. W. Mathews 1L 

selection of books from his. 
Mr. Ellis, of Derby, generously offered 

to furnish new books at cost price. 

COLLEGE COLLECTIONS, AFTER SERMONS DY 

THE PRESIDENT. 
£ s. d. 

Halifax and West Vale 13 () 11 
Longford .. u 13 8¼ 
Louth, Northgate G 18 3 
Cheshe.m .. 7 0 0 
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THE NEw SUPPLEMENr.-The Supple, 
ment to the Hymn Book, containing more 
than a hundred hymns and anthems, will 
be published as early as possible in two 
sizes, separately, and will not for some 
time to come be bound up with the Hymn 
Book itself. Purchasers of the supple­
ment will be able, if they prefer, to have it 
bound with their own copies of the 18mo, 
the 16mo, and the 32mo. 

~ttrrittg.e. 

SrmmLES - TAGG. - June 29, at. the 
General Baptist chapel, Lenton, by the 
Rev. J. Greenwood, M.A., Mr. S. Stumbles 
of Nottingham, to Sarah Ann, eldest 
daughter at Mr. S. Tagg, Gas Works, Old 
Radford, 

Jotts on Juhlit ®btnts . 

THE IRISH CHURCH BILL, 

THE progress of this Bill, spite of all the 
obstructions placed in its way, has been 
fitly compared to "the march of a con­
queror." Church dignitaries and Tory 
noblemen have been rabid in their denun­
ciations of the measure. The archbishop 
of Dublin compared the Queen's ministers 
to "garotters, throttling with one hand, 
and plundering with the other" I a com­
parison which led the Spectator to observe 
that " Establishments demoralize the souls 
of their supporters, and that the soldiers 
of the Church place its earthly interests 
above its spiritual character, nsing weapons 
on its behalf which the children of Vol­
taire would turn from with contemptuous 
loathing." .It may be remembered that no 
less than 645 members of the House of 
Commons either voted or paired upon the 
question, and that it passed its third read­
ing by a majority of 115. Its treatment in 
the House of Lords has been very memo­
rable. The second reading on the 14th of 
June was moved by Earl Granville, and 
was followed with an amendment, that it 
be read that day three months, by the 
Earl of Harrowby. For four nights the 
debate was continued, with more oratorical 
ability than has been displayed in that 
assembly since the passing of the first 
Reform Bill. On Friday evening the vote 
was taken, and its second reading was 
carried. Lord Derby, in his speech, ex­
plicitly ascribed the measure to the Libera­
tion Society, because Mr. Bright, who 
exercised considerable influence in the 
formation of the present Government, bas 
intimate relations with Mr. Miall. The 
third night's debate was a little interrupted 
by an assault on l\fr. Bright, on the port 
of Lord Cairns, who read and commented 
upon a letter written by the right honoura­
Lle gentleman to his Birmingham con­
stituents. He was ably defended by Earl 
Granville. On Monday, July 12, the Bill, 

. ,., 
after being altered in many of its details, 
was read a third time in the House of 
Lords, and was sent back to the Commons. 
On the following Thursday the Commons 
entered on the discussion of the Lords' 
amendments, negativing nearly all of them 
in succession, and restoring the Bill to the 
state in whicli it was when it left them. 
The majorities· in favour of the disputed 
points on which the House divided num­
bered from 80 to 120. In the face of these 
large majorities it was presumed the Lords 
would accept the decision of the Commons 
as final. But the event was otherwise. 
On the 20th of July they crowded the 
House, and after many passionate recrimi­
nations, persisted in altering the preamble 
of the Bill-thereby affecting its principle 
-by a majority of 78. As soon as the divi­
sion was announced, Earl Granville moved 
the adjournment of the debate, in oraer 
that he might consult his colleagues on the 
propriety of proceeding any further with the 
Bill. On the 22nd he stated the course 
which the Government had resolved to pur­
sue. The noble earl did not disguise from 
their lordships that he and his colleagues 
regarded the decision at which they arrived 
on Tuesday evening as one of a very grave 
character; but he told them that the Min­
istry were unwilling to prevent the con­
sideration of the other amendments; and 
assured them that, while adhering to t.he 
principle of the Bill, they were prepared 
to approach the discussion of those amend­
ments in a spirit of peace and conciliation, 
and he had reason to hope nnd believe 
that they would be met in a similar spirit 
by noble lords on all sides of the House. 
Having thus shortly indicated the course 
which the Government intended to tnke, 
he moved that their lordships should not 
insist upon the chnnge which they had 
made in tlie dnte of disestablishment. 
The complete explanation of what hnd 
occurred sinco Tuesday night, and what 



was now proposed to be done, was, by 
Lord Granville's own desire, left to the 
leader of the Opposition. Lord Cairns, 
whose address was listened to with the 
deepest ~ttention, proceeded to inform the 
House that, during the previous dny, be 
bad been engaged in conference with Lord 
Granville, and had arranged with him the 
terms of a compromise, to which be re­
commended their lordships to assent. 
The principal features of this arrange­
ment were, that the date of disestahlisment 
should be fixed at the 1st January, 1871; 
that to make a clergyman a permanent 
curate, not only should regard be bad to 
the circumstances mentioned in clause 15, 
but be must have been reported for the 
purposes of the ecclesiastical tax, not only 
for one year previously, as proposed by 
Mr. Gladstone, but for a period of five 
years ; that in commuting their life in­
terests the incumbents should receive an 
addition of 12 instead of 7 per cent., and 
that this advantage should be enjoyed 
where not four-fifths but three-fourths of 
the clergymen of a diocese, or ministers of 
a religions community, should agree to 
commute; that the Ulster glebes should 
be given up by the church ; that the pro­
vision as to the payment for glebe houses 
should remain unchanged, but that words 
should be inserted enabling any incum­
bent to except from the commutation of 
his life interest the glehe house and any 
land immediately adjoining it of which be 
was in actual possession, and to retain 
their occupation for bis life ; and that as 
to the surplus, the pream hie should stand 
as amended by the House of Lords, but 

WILKINs.-May 30, 1800, at 10, North 
Parade, Derby, where she had 1·esided 
twenty.five J"cars, Elizabeth, the beloved 
wife of William Will<ins. She was horn at 
Derby, Aug. 23, 1800, when her father, the 
late Rev. James Taylor, was the pastor of 
the General Baptist church at Brook Street; 
he afterwards removed to HeptonstallSlack, 
Yorkshire, where he laboured successfully 
for many years as their esteem~d pastor, 
and after the death of the Hev. Joseph 
Freeston he became the pastor of the 
church at Hinckley, Leicestershire; here 
it was that the subject of this brief memoir 
became seriously impressed with the im­
portance of true religion. Under the min­
istry of her revered father, and from the 

that in the 68th clause words should be 
inserted declaring that it was desirable 
that the surplus property of the ,Irish 
Church should be applied in the main to 
the relief of inevitable calamity, and that 
it should be so "applied as Parliament 
shall hereafter direct." While recom­
mending this compromise to the favour­
able consideration of bis friends, and 
asking their indulgence for the course 
which be bad himself pursued, the noble 
and learned lord expressed bis disapproval 
of the Bill, and bis utter detestation of 
every part of it; hut at the same time he 
warned their lordships that it was for the 
interest neither of the public nor of the 
Irish Church that the struggle about the 
minor details of the measure should he 
prolonged for months ; and be therefore 
advised them to accept this settlement of 
dispute. This advice was followed, hut 
followed somewhat reluctantly, by the 
opponents of the Bill. 

On Friday, the 23rd, Mr. Gladstone sub­
mitted the compromise to the House of 
Commons, calling attention to the six 
points involved in the Lords' amendments. 
He congratulated the House on thA satis­
factory settlement which bad been arrived 
at; and be expressed a hope that every 
wrong word which had embittered the dis­
cussions would be forgiven, and that the 
Church now disestablished would develop 
those qualities by which a great career, 
under the blessing of God, might he run. 
The question that the House should not 
insist on their disagreement with the 
Lords' amendments was then• put and 
carried. 

careful perusal of " Doddridge's Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul," and also 
the reading of the tract ontitled "Serious 
Thoughts on Eternity," she was led, in the 
days of her youth, to Hive her heart to the 
Saviour, and induced to attend the meet­
ings for Christian experience for some 
time. She was afterwards baptized nt 
Hinckley, when about eighteen years of 
nge. She was married, March 25, 1828, 
and removed to Derby, and shortly after 
received an hononmblo dismission from 
the church at Hinckley to that at Brook 
Street, Derby. It was her privilege to he 
connected by the ties of nature to some of 
the worthy founders of the Gene,,al Bap­
tist New Connexion, The Rev. Dan Tay. 
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lor, was her great uncle; the Rev. John 
Taylor, of Queenshead, her grand-father ; 
and Mr. Adam Taylor, of London, the 
author of the History of the English 
General Baptists, was her uncle. And on 
her mother's side was nearly allied to many 
worthies of the name of Small, of Boston, 
Lincolnshire, the memoirs of several of 
whom appear in the earlier volumes of the 
General Baptist Repository. Her disposi­
tion was naturally amiable, characterized 
by kindness and affection, and an ardent 
desire in all things to act from Christian 
principle. Her children rise up and call 
her blessed. She was much concerned for 
their spiritual welfare, and for their being 
trained up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. It was a groat delight to her 
to see them, as also some of her grand­
children, devote themselves in early life to 
Christ, and become honourable members 
of His church. May it be their unspeak­
able happiness, as an unbroken family, to 
meet her in heaven, where there shall be 
no more death, sorrow, or pain, hut purest 
bliss in the presence of Him who loved 
and died for us. Her health for some 
years had been declining, but her submis­
sion to the will of God was ea] m ; she 
knew in whom she believed, and was per­
suaded he was able to keep that she had 
committed into His hands against that 
day. Her affliction was protracted, and at 
times very severe. Some days before her 
death she said, "I have not that rejoicing 
as many of whom I have read and known 
have experienced, but I have a solid trust 
in Christ. I have fully committed my soul 
into His hands." When speaking to her 
of the joys of heaven, she said,. "All pre­
pared for us by divine lo_ve; what a hap_pi­
ness to think of soon bemg there to enJoy 
the presence of the Saviour and those we 
have known. My pains at times prevent 
me thinking of them as I could wish, but 
in the Lord's time it will all be realized. I 
I leave it all to Him. 'Heaven is my home."' 
She frequently repeated portions of hymns 
suitabie to her experience such as-

" Death cannot make our souls afraid ; 
If God be with us there 

We may walk through its darkest shade, 
And never yield to fear." 

"Jesus can make a dying )led 
Feel soft as downy rillows are; 

While on His breast Jean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there." 

She gradually sunk, and the last few days 
of her life were Bpent in a totally uncon­
scious state. On Sunday, May 30, the 
hour of her rele•se came, and with but 
little struggle the spirit of the dear de­
parted left_ the house of clay, and h~r song 
mingled with the anthems of the skies, and 
her eternal Sabbath entered upon. 

Moss.-June 7, Walter Moss, happy in 
the Lord. From the time of his baptism 
1859, our young friend was a meek, unas'. 
suming, but earnest disciple of Christ. 
His affiiotion was long and painful, but his 
patient submission was most remarkable. 
The following are a few of his utterances 
during his affliction: "I have had great 
joy to-day, and the burden of my affliction 
seems as nothing. God knows what is 
best· for His children." "My soul is calm 
and peaceful, resting on my Saviour." 
" Afflictions are as nothing if my Jesus be 
near." "I have sweet communion with 
my blessed Saviour. Poverty and distress 
do not mar my happiness." "My soul is 
filled with the love of Jesus. I have great 
joy-almost overwhelming." "My soul 
has been happy in Jesus to-day.'' "I am 
nothing; Christ is all.'' "Nothing satis­
fies hut Jesus.'' "Sweet, sweet Jesus I 
precious Jesus!'' His death was improved 
June 13, from Rev. vii. 13-17. 

TAYLOR.-Dec. 21, 1868, at Carlton, in 
the 90th year of her age, Mrs. Mary 
Taylor, relict of Mr. Stephen Taylor, Bap­
tist minister, Duffield. As a wife and 
mother Mrs. T. was exceedingly affectionate 
and kind, and as a Christian she was a 
pattern well worthy of imitation. Her 
cheerful, consistent piety will long be 
remembered by a large circle of friends. 
After having followed her Lord and Master 
for a period over seventy years, she was 
called to enter into the rest remaining for 
the people of Gorl. She wns buried in thEV 
Baptist chapel yard, Duffield, Dec. 25. 

MrnnLETON.-June 26, at Crowle, Lin­
colnshire, aged 65, Martha Middleton, after 
a long and very painful illness supported 
by the promises of the gospel. She was 
for twenty-eight years a member of the 
General Baptist church here, having been 
baptized September 12, 1841, by the Rev. 
D. D. Billings, uow of Gedney Hill. Her 
mortal remains were committed to the 
dust in our burial ground, in hope of a 
joyful resurrPction to life eternal. The 
Rolemn service was conducted by the Rev. 
J. Stutterd, our pastor. 

HouLGATE. -June 26, at Hazlewood, 
after a short illness, Mr. George Houlgate, 
aged 8J. He -was baptized in early life, 
and was well known in the Derbyshire dis­
trict as a deacon of the church at Duffield 
and Windley. His removal is felt to be a 
serious loss to the church of which he 
was so long a valuable member. 

IlrNNs.-May 27, suddenly, Emily, third 
belovtld unughtor of Joseph and Hannah 
Binns, 3, Lord Street, Halifax, aged three 
ye1us and eleven months. 
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ltissionar!J ® hstrbtr, 

A BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF THE 
MISSIONARY STATIONS IN 
ORISSA. 

WE will suppose the writer and the 
reader to start from Calcutta on a visit 
to our missionary stations in Orissa. 
After journeying about two hundred and 
thirteen miles, we arrive at the Christian 
village of KauNDITTUR. Here there is 
a little flock of twenty memLers, under 
the care of a native preacher. JAu• 
PORE is in the same locality. 

Another journey of thirty-seven miles 
southward brings us to CuTTACK, the 
oldest and most important station of the 
Society. The total christian community 
numbers 1,342 sonls. At one church 
meeting recently, forty candidates were 
proposed for baptism and fellowship. 
Messrs. Buckley nnd Miller are the mis­
sionaries, assisted, in the absence of Mr. 
W. Brooks from the printing office, by 
Mr. Thomas Bailey. A new christian 
village has been lately established at 
MANDAPARDA, on the other side of the 
Mahanuddy. At CHAGA, a village seven 
miles from Cuttack, there is a christian 
community of over two hundred and fifty 
sonls. It will be seen that the work at 
Cuttack and neighbourhood is very ex­
tensive. All the places mentioned, viz., 
Khundittur, Jajapore, Mandaparda, and 
Cbaga, are considered as branches of 
Cuttnck, and under the superintendence 
of the missionaries there. 

Pursuing our journey some twenty­
eight miles from Cuttack we reach PIP• 
LEE. Here there is a native church 
numberiug nearly one hundred meuibcrs, 
and large orphanal(es, containing several 
hundred children. BoNAMALll'ORE, a new 
christian village, is a few miles distant. 
Throughout all this district the fields ap­
pear to be white unto the harvest. 
~ooREE, where the temple of J-uggernath 
is_ situated, is twenty-four miles from 
~lplee. Excepting the missionaries, there 
1~ not a European resident in all the re­
g(on from Cuttack, twenty-eight miles 
d1stnnt on one side, to Pooree twenty­
four miles on the other. Mrs. Goadby 
and Mi,s Packer are nobly labouring 
here. The former will be obliged to re• 
turn to Engl.and in the cold season. Ap-

parently, unless efforts are promptly 
D?ade to se~d out further help, one Eng­
lish lady will be the only representative 
of the mission in this wide and most 
interesting field ! Two missionaries and 
th~ir_ wives are needed at Piplee. One 
m1sst0nary and his wife are essential, 
unless the labour of years is to be irre­
trievably lost. 

Retracing our steps to Cottack, we 
proceed thence tow~rds Berhampore, our 
!Dost southerly station. After jonrney­
mg about twenty-three miles we reach 
Khoordab, the locality occupied by the 
agents of ~he native m_issionary society. 
A further Journey of nmety-seven miles 
conducts us to BERHAMPORE. Here there 
is a native chorch and orphanage. There 
is also a branch station at Padre Pella 
with Russell Condah and the Khond 
country stretching oat into the region 
beyond. Mr. G. Taylor is carrying ou 
the work alone at present, but will be 
rejoined by Mr. T. Bailey, upon the 
arrival of Mr. Brooks to take charge of 
the printing office. 

This hasty sketch of the Mission and 
its work is submitted to the earnest and 
prayerful consideration of the friends of 
the Mission. Upon the return of Mrs. 
~oad~y there will be only four mis­
s10nanes left, and one of these is un­
married. Three years ago, when the 
Comm_ittee carefully investignted the 
fiuancinl state of the Society, · it was 
shown that the present income of the 
Society wou Id suffice to sustain jive 
Eu~opean married missionaries, also 
native preachers and schools, and to 
meet all other expenses. At present the 
chief point of anxiety is Piplee. What 
is to be done there ., 

INDIAN CORRESPONDENCE. 

LETTER FROM REV, J. DUCKLEY. 

Cuttacl1, JunP. 21, 18 69. 
TnE Lord continues to smile upon us, 
and though we are not without trial; in 
the church, more are anxiously asking 
the way to Zion than at any former 
period. I have never had to spend so 
large a portion of my time in conversing 
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with inqnirers as recently. Two days 
before our last church meeting I had to 
spend four or five hours each day in this 
blessed employment. Forty were pro­
posed for baptism at the meeting, twenty­
eight of them being from Mrs. Buckley's 
and Miss Guignard's orphanages. Other 
young persons in our christian commu­
nity, tlle children of native christians, 
and in one or two· instances of native 
preachers, appear in earnest about the 
salvation of their souls. In this respect 
we cannot say that "the former days 
were better than these." 

We have been much encouraged by 
the intelligence that we may hope to 
welcome a new brother and sister before 
the end of the year. We thought of the 
words, "As cold water to a thirsty soul, 
so is good news from a far country." 
Many prayers must have been offered 
at home, as well as in this country, that 
the Lord would eeud ns the help which 
we never so urgently needed as now, and 
I cannot but hope that in this offer of 
service He is graciously answering our 
supplications. I trust, too, there is a 
better prospect than we have had for 
some years of one or two valuable addi­
tions to our staff of native preachers, 
and in this we shall all rejoice. Makunda 
Sahu, who was appointed by Conference 
to Bonamalipore, where be endured so 
much persecution and suffering for 
Christ's sake, preaches exceedingly well, 
and if kept hnmble and prayerful, will 
be very useful. Bhobanee Sahu, who 
was baptized at the same time as Ma­
kunda, and who is now studying in the 
College, is going on well. He appears 
to have that aptness to teach which next 
to vital piety is the grand qualification 
for the work. 

We have not yet begun with our new 
chapel here; the delay is much to be re­
gretted, bnt it arises from circumstances 
beyond our control. We could not ob­
tlin the site we preferred, as a previous 
application had been made for it to erect 
a government telegraph office; but the 
Calcutta authorities have negatived the 
application on the score of expense, and 
we have now every reason to believe 
that we shall obtain it, though there will 
doubtless be a further delay of several 
weeks. Our frienrh will not forget that 
whenever we begin, we shall want help 
from home. 

Four couples of our young people were 
married a little time ago, and for the 

first time in my experience I married 
Isaac and Rebekah. 

The hot season now closing has been 
a terrible one. Week after week the 
thermometer in our coolest room has 
been most of the day 94° or 95°. Again 
and again at midnight it has been 90• 
and 91 °. In the printing office it has 
been three or four degrees higher than in 
our house, or than in the college; bot 
Mr. Bailey has kindly relieved me from 
the obligation of going to the office, and 
I have done my work connected with it 
at home. Life has been a burden. We 
have got through somehow the work we 
bad to do, but none except those who 
have passed through such a season can 
know the full meaning of the Scripture 
phrase-" the burden and heat of the 
day." The nights, too, have been trying 
beyond expression, and sleep has often 
departed from onr eyes. The heat on 
the first Sabbath in the month, the 6th, 
was, as we sat at the Lord's table in the 
a:ternoon, something terrific, and not 
less so were parts of Monday; but in 
the evening, as we were at the mis­
sionary prayer meeting, a violent storm 
came on, and as the rain began to fall 
heavily, Jagoo, who was beginning to 
pray, gave thanks very fervently for the 
rain that was refreshing the thirsty earth, 
and prayed that showers of blessing 
might revive our longing souls. Damu­
dar followed in the same strain. Oh, it 
was such a relief I and after it our noc­
turnal slumbers were, though not calm 
and unbroken, much less disturbed than 
nsual. But we have not yet enjoyed the 
benefit we anticipated. I am writing at 
9.20 a.m., and the thermometer is 88°, 
and In the course of the day will proba­
bly be 92°. Such heat with moisture 
is al ways more unhealthy than a higher 
degree of dry heat. The last six weeks 
the mortality among our orphan girls 
has been unusually heavy, though doubt• 
less _owing in great part to measles. The 
poor ryots, however, have derived great 
benefit from the rain, as it has enabled 
them to plough and sow the land for the 
first crop. 

LETTER FROM MRS, GOADBY, 

Piplee, June 19, 1869, 
I SUPPOSE you are all on the qui vive for 
the A~sociation. I trnst it may be as 
holy a one as the last. We shall be 
very anxious to bear news. I trust no 
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lowness of funds will for II moment in­
terfere with your son being sent. If 
there was more active faith the foods 
would be very different. lf we had 
waited f~r funds _ before taking in forty 
poor children, we ne-,,er should have 
taken them. We took them and looked 
to heaven for support, and we got more 
than enough ! It came, too, often in re­
markable ways and always at needed 
times, so that we have been thankfully 
able to acknowledge a loving Father's 
band in their provision, and in relieving 
our minds from a heavy burden of care. 
If I coald carry oat my own idea of 
things, I should not fear undertaking 
to get funds for as inany missionaries as 
as could be got to come out. I am a 
firm believer in Mr. Miiller of Bristol, 
for I have so often proved the troth of 
trusting and asking. 

We have been -much shocked by a 
sodden death this week. The young 
lady to whom Arthur went to school 
in Cuttack, was baptized a few months 
since. Her family were removing to 
Calcutta, and she gave op her school and 
expected to leave almost immediately. 
The prospect of the change was hailed 
with great delight. A few days since 
she was taken with a little rheumatic 
fever, and died quite suddenly in two 
days. How the strong and healthy fall I 
Last year she and my loved husband 
were pictures of health and strength. 
He bas been home nearly eleven months, 
and she jast goue. Strength i11 no 
security when the appointed time comes, 
nought can keep them here. To me 
there comes such a feeling of rest and 
comfort now. They are only assembling 
at home in one of the many mansions, 
and waiting to welcome us when the 
summons goea forth, "come up hither." 
May we all aw·ait with joy the voice of 
our Father I 

I am thankful to say my two poorly 
bairns are improving. The rain has 
fallen and brought a breath of freshness 
very welcome to our weary frames. I 
fear our Berhampore friends are not so 
well off. 

I have had a week of wearying ner­
vous headache, and an immense amount 
of official correspondence, so that I am 
very worn. Happily to-day is Saturday, 
and to-morrow the blessed day of rest. 
.May it be so to us, botb in body and 

mind,-a sweet and timely foretaste of 
the r!ist prepared for all who love and 
wait for the appearing of oar Lord 
Jesus! 

TESTIMONIES FROM EYE-WIT­
NESSES TO THE WORK OF 
THE MISSION'. 

To the Editor of the Missionary Observer. 

Dear Sir, -The following extracts 
from letters recently received from Capt. 
A. T. Woodhouse, of the llth M. N. I., 
and from Capt. K. F. Stevenson, of the 
Madras Staff Corp, pioos officers, who 
have been stationed at Berbampore and 
Cuttack, and who have had many oppor­
t~nities of judging of our plans of opera­
t10n, fidelity and success, will, I think, 
interest your readers. Both these gen­
tlemen have been liberal supporters of 

• the Mission. W. B.uLEY. 

" I have determined to write a few 
lines as a testimony regarding the Orissa 
Mission. I feel it is quite necessary for 
those who know how matters stand, to 
state for the information of others their 
own experience. I have been iu most 
parts of India and Burmah, and the two 
most satisfactory missions I have seen 
are the Orissa Baptist Mission aud the 
German Mission at Mangalore. From 
the beginning of 1862 to I 864 I was sta­
tioned at Cuttack, the head quarters of 
your Mission. I was intimately asso­
ciated with all its members, and lov~d 
the dear brethren more than I can tell : 
their love, earnestness, and devotedness, 
I trust I shall never forget. _ 

(Signed) KENLis F. STEVENSON, 
Madras Staff Corps." 

" I shall be anxious to see the Report 
of the Orissa Mission for the past year. 
I have no doubt there will be a copy sent 
to me. The work there, and in other 
gospel mission fields in India and Bur­
mab, and the devoted indefatigable la­
bourers engaged in that interesting and 
most important work of seed sowing, 
are often near my heart. Having been 
brought by the grace of God to a saving 
knowledge of the truth in the year 1860 
(about a year after my arrival in India), 
I henceforward felt a deep interest in 
missionary work; and the missionaries 
being amongst the few godly persons to 
be found at the places where I was sub­
sequently stationed with my regiment, I 
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was constantly associated with them, 
and can look back on my intercourse 
with them as being the very happiest 
and the most profitable eeasons during 
my residence in India; particularly so 
with regard to the missionaries in Orissa, 
with whom I was intimately acquainted, 
and with whose work of evangelizing the 
poor superstitions and demoralized na­
tives I was a close and interested ob­
server for five years. 

" It is not a new thing to me to hear 
the missionary's efficiency, fidelity, use­
fulness, and manner of life, called in 
question. But the missionary's position, 
after all, cannot be an enviable one in 
the eyes of such fault finding people, as 
regards 'ease, comfort, and lnxurions 
living' (erroneously so imagined), judg­
ing from the decided unwillingness dis­
played by them to take the place of the 
missionary, or to share in his toil I I 
have heard it said by those who bad no • 
foundation for such remarks, that the 
missionaries were far too comfortably 
housed, &c. My own unprejudiced 
opinion is, (and it is an impression 
I have received from close acquaintance 
with individual missionaries and their 
wives in Berbampore and Cnttack) that 
there is no more regard paid by them to 
their personal comfort when they are at 
head quarters during the bot and rainy 
months than is absolutely necessary; 
indeed the very small salary those with 
families receive does not positively admit, 
in the hard times that Orissa of late 
years has passed through, of their doing 
otherwise than pinch themselves in their 
mode of life. 

" The arduous nature of their work 
renders them subject to much fatigue and 
exposure; but the readiness and joy with 
which they always went forward to their 
work when their bodies were far more 
the fit objects for repose and rest, was 
very cheering, and could not but com­
mend itself to any unprejudiced looker 
on. I trust my feeble testimony, acquired 
by no little experience, to the valuable and 
self-denying efforts of these men of God 
known to me, may tend to remove from 
many minds any unfavourable suspicions 
regarding tbe operations of the Oriss!\ 
Mission and its devoted working-men. 
N otwitbstanding the various difficulties 
and hindrances with which their efforts 
to make known the gospel are met, I can 
unhesitatingly state that it is my belief 
that their testimony for the truth as it is 

in Jesus is most valuable, their love and 
earnestness most exemplary, and the 
whole modus operandi very satisfactory 
and commendable. 

(Signed) A. T. WoonHousE, 

Capt. 11th M. N. I." 

NOTES OF A COLD SEASON 
TOUR. 

BY THE BEV. T. BAILEY, 

ON Jan. 9 I left Cuttack for a tour in 
the Bhudruck and Jajapore distl'icts, 
where it had never before been my privi­
lege to itinerate, but where I had long 
desired to go. Brethren Jagoo, Makanda 
Sahu, and George Das had left home a 
day or two before, and we all, met at 
Khundittur on Sunday morning, the 10th. 
The christian people at this little out­
station are only few in number, and 
have sulfered considerable losses, as well 
as being placed in imminent peril of their 
lives by the great floods of last June, 
when the whole country was inundated 
for many miles round. Nearly all the 
houses in the village had more or less of 
their walls washed away, and the height 
to which the waters rose in the bunga­
low is distinctly marked on the walls 
about two feet from the floor. As the 
mass of waters gradually rose, and the 
danger increased,. the little company met 
for refuge at the highest house in the 
village, and it was most affecting to see 
the very small margin left them even 
here for safety. Our brother Dnnai­
so soon to be carried off by cholera­
was then with them; and all remember 
with affectionate gratitude his words of 
cheer and fervent prayers for their 
safety in this hour of peril. Though so 
far removed from other christian friends, 
there were evident indications of spiritual 
life amongst them, and an oft-expressed 
desire, notwithstanding their danger and 
losses, to retain the little station as a 
light in the enrrounding darkness. Our 
congregations during the day numbered 
about thirty persons. J agoo preached 
an excellent sermon in the morning, and 
in the afternoon we celebrated together 
the "communion of faints," and the 
memory of our common Saviour's love. 

We should have rejoiced to have lin· 
gcred with them a few days longer, but 
a great festival wRs to be held at 
Sarasuni on Tuesday, and we were 
obliged to leave very early thtl following 
morning to be in time fo1· it. We loft, 
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however, with the promise to make a 
longer stay on our return. 

A little beyond Khnndittur we left the 
main road, struck off across country to 
the west, and soon found ourselves in 
almost pathless paddy-fields; and as the 
journey was a long one, it was late 
before we arrived even in the neighbour­
hood where the festival was to be held. 
With some difficulty we induced a man 
to show ns tbe remainder of the road, 
and shortly before noon entered a shady 
grove on the banks of the Byturnee 
river, where active preparations were 
going on for the great event of the mor­
row. Men, women, and children were 
flocking in from all directions, some 
carrying bundles of bamboos, others 
branches of trees or straw for thatching, 
and hundreds of little booths were rising 
op as if for a great "feast of tabernacles." 
Others were bringing loads of earthen­
ware vessels, mats, and other wares for 
sale. I had asked the man who came 
with us to point out as soon as possible 
the idol in whose honour all these pre­
parations were made, and he now led 
the way to a little arbour of creepers on 
the border of the tope, and in the centre 
of this, not more than six inche;i high, 
was a rude stone image of an elephant, 
plentifully l)edaubed with red paint. 
Immediately on entering the enclosure, 
and notwithstanding my remonstrance, 
the poor man prostrated himself full 
length, and touched the earth with his 
forehead-a sight which never fails to 
make me shudder, however frequently it 
may be witnessed. 

On returning to the tope I met with 
an old man who told me that the festival 
had now lost much of its importance, the 
idol had ceased to be regarded with the 
reverence it excited in former days, and 
the people had come mainly for purposes 
of trade and the pleasure of bathing 
together in the river. I found that he 
was interested to talk of the character 
and works of Christ, and was familiar 
with the leading truths of christiaaity. 
He said he knew that the idols were 
vain and utterly powerless to render 
help, bat the common people were so 
wedded to them, that it was hopeless 
attempting to lead them in a better way. 

Ram Das, from Jajapore, joined us 
on Tuesday morning, and after breakfast 
we all repaired to the festival. The 
people were now collecting rapidly, 
though there was not an overwhelmin& 

number present. By the side of the 
road which led from the tope to the 
river where the people bathed, was a 
small tree, and under its grateful shade 
we took onr stand to tell the throng of 
passers by of ·that "tree of life" whose 
leaves are for the healing of the nations, 
and of that " living water" of which if a 
man drink, be shall live for ever. 
Except when some of our number went 
to the river sands to preach there, we 
remained at onr post till late in the after­
noon; the interest never failed, while to 
many of our hearers the news seemed 
specially grateful and refreshing. I have 
never seen the native brethren more 
earnest, or heard them speak more power­
fully, than they did that day. 

On returning to onr work the fol­
lowing morning, we met with the 
zemindar who owns a great part of 
the land of the district and on whose 
estate the festival is held. He received 
ns kindly, asked ns to sit down on a 
small raised platform where dancing 
boys bad been performing their rode 
theatricals during the night, and, after 
a little conversation, expressed a wish 
to bear us preach. Meantime the prin­
cipal men in the festival bad gathered 
round ns and the opportunity was in 
every way a favourable one. J airoo 
commenced and was followed by Ma­
kanda Sahu, and both spoke to admira­
tion, reasoning of temperance, righteous­
ness, and judgment to come. Some of 
the people would have interposed but 
were immediately checked by the zemin­
dar who listened with the greatest atten­
tion. I bnd afterwards a further 
opportunity of convereatioa with him, 
and gave him a c0py of the New Testa­
ment. May it be the means of leading 
him into the way of life. We continued 
our work till Friday morning, but the 
numbers of people were not at any time 
such as I had been led to expect. I 
asked a salesman one of the days how 
business was thriving with him; be said, 
"Why sahib, we are all sellers and no 
buyers, what business can we do?" In 
ordinary years many pilgrims came from 
Keonghur and Attgudda, but the late 
disturbances in the former of these 
states, though suppressed, has left a 
large amount of smouldering discontent; 
and in the latter state times arc so hard 
that the people hne neither the heart 
nor tl1e means to make merry. 

(To bo coulinucd.) 
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MADAGASCAR. 

THE Chmni,cl,e of the London Mi,s­
siona,·y Society for July contains the 
following interesting information :-

On several occasions during the past 
two years the directors have been called 
to lay before their friends the illustra­
tions furnished by the Madagascar Mis­
sion of the remarkable work of the 
Spirit of God among the people. The 
entire Chronicle for February last was 
devoted to that topic. It forms also a 
prominent item of the Annual Report. 
That work still goes on; that marvellous 
prosperity continues; and they cannot 
but speak once more. No such growth 
-no such rapid extension of the church 
-no such earnest grasp of the gospel 
has been seen in any nation since the 
days of the Apostles. And it is with 
adoring wonder and gratitude that the 
missionaries and directors " stand still 
and see the salvation of God." It is 
with great pleasure, also, that they 
behold the same interest and thankful­
ness called forth among their constitu­
ents on every side. 

1.-Influence of the Baptism of the 
Queen. Rer,. R. Toy. April 9, 1869.­
A few days previous to the Society's 
annual meeting intelligence reached us 
that the Queen herself had been bap­
tized. Touching details were given of 
the origin and growth of her convic­
tions; and it was observed with special 
pleasure that she was received into the 
faith by her native pastors, and in 
accordance with the rules prevalent in 
the native church. All that has since 
been written on the matter more than 
confirms the impressions conveyed by 
these gratifying tidings. The Queen has 
learned the catechism like her people I 
Like her people, she has definitively pro­
fessed the Protestant faith, and declines 
to worship with the French Catholics I 

"Since the Queen was baptized, 
almost all the higher officers are coming 
forward as candidates for baptism. I 
have now at Ambohipotsy more than 
a hundred nnder weekly instruction. 
Among these are the chief of the idol 
keepers, the late Queen's astrologer, 
several of the present Queen's house­
hold, the head of the civilians, and other 

members of the government, many of 
whom are getting quite old men. This 
great influx of those who were a short 
time ago idolaters, and some of them 
fierce persecutors of Christianity, is not 
without its risk. We are all conscious 
of the peculiar dangers to which it is 
exposed, but we can do nothing more 
than pursue au open and straightforward 
course, faithfully doing our dnty, by 
instilling right principles, directing and 
gniding as far as possible the course of 
events, and committing ourselves and 
our work into the bands of Him who bas 
the hearts of all men under His control." 

2.-Growth of Numbers. Rev. W. E. 
Cousins. March 27, 1869.-Last year 
twenty thousand persons joined the 
Christian congregations. The mission­
aries expect the same addition, if not 
a larger one, daring the present year. 
Everywhere, therefore, church building 
is most active, and the Mission press 
has its hands more than full. 

" A very clear indication of the rapid 
increase in our congregations is the fact 
which you will find noticed in our min~ 
ntes, that one hundred congregations 
are looking to us for help to build either 
new or larger chapels. We have only 
been able to grant a small sum. to each 
congregation, bot we think the directors 
will be willing to put a further sum at 
onr disposal, so that we may make a 
second donation to -each congregation 
six months hence, when the doors and 
windows will have to be bought. About 
one-third of the chapels to be built will 
afford accommodation for from eight hun­
dred to twelve hundred hearers each." 
o (Rev. B. Briggs. April 8, 1869.­
" You will be pleased to know that the 
work of the Mission continues to pros­
per. The present year promises to be 
more remarkable in point of increase, 
both in native adherents and church 
members, than the year 1868. Were 
I giving the statistics of the church at 
Ampamarinana now, I should give one 
hundred more as the number of ad· 
herents than I gave at the close of the 
year. Our enlarged temporary building 
is nearly full, and it will have to serve 
till the memorial church is finished, as 
we have no opportunity of further 
enlargement." 

~s~-;.iptions ~nd Donations in aid of the Gc,ncral Baptist Missiomu·y Society will be th-;;;;kfullY 
received by T. HILL, Esq., Baker Stroot, Noitmghnm, 'frcnsurer; 1u1d by the Rev. J.C. PIKE 
and the Rev. H. WILKINSON, Secretaries, Leicester, from whom also Missionary Boxes, Colleotwg 
Books, and Cards may be obtained, 
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THE CHURCH THE INSTRUCTRESS OF ANGELS.* 

BY REV. WILLIAM ORTON. 

"To the intent that now unto tbe principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God."--:Ephesians iii. 10. 

THE apostle has been speaking of 
his ministry. He calls it a grace 
given unto him. He esteemed it a 
favour or grace, because of 

1. The theme of his ministry­
" the unsearchable riches of Christ." 

2. The sphere of his ministry­
" to preach among the Gentiles:" and 
to make alf men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery. 

3. And beyond these was the 
highe1· pu,-pose of his ministry. A 
wider view opened before him. He 
perceived that the influence of the 
gospel wns not limited to the human 
family, and that while he was 
preaching among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, it was 
" to the intent that now to the 
principalities and powers in heavenly 
places might be known by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God." 

In these words the apostle clearly 
intimates to us 

I. The e.i-istence of an(lels. A 
glimpse is given to us of the spiritual 
world. It is evident there are beings 
we do not see. The belief of this 

has prevailed a.mong persons who 
have not been favoured with a divine 
revelation. The vivid imaginations 
of the ancient heathen peopled their 
woods and groves with myriads of 
beings invisible to human eyes. 
Every shade of doubt that might 
exist is dispersed by the clear light 
of the holy Scriptures ; for we read 
of angels and archangels, of cherubim 
and seraphim, of ministering spirits, 
of thrones, and dominions, and prin­
cipalities, and powers, of "an innu­
merable company of angels," and 
they are said to be " ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and 'thousands 
of thousands." The members of the 
human family, then, are but II small 
portion of the intelligent beings that 
mhabit the universe ; for besides the 
multitudes that people the earth, 
and the millions that have been 
passing from age to age into the 
world unseen, there are "the prin­
cipalities and powers in heavenly 
places." 

II. 1'he relationship of the an[Jcls 
to ourselves. There is a community 

• A Sermon preached in Sheffield before tho H1111rlrc,lth Assoeialiu11 of Uw Gc11cml Buplisls, 
June 24, 1860, and published hy re,1ucsl. 

VoL. LXXI.-NEw SERIES, No. 33, 
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of interest. They "know" through 
us. The ,ery same ministry which 
is to saYe mankind, is also to benefit 
"the principalities and powers in 
heaYenly places." This world, then, 
is not isolated. Our earth may be 
only a speck compared with other 
worlds, but it does not stand alone. 
l\Ian is lower than the angels, but 
only a little lower. He is a link in 
the same chain of being. Angels 
are the firstborn, and man the 
younger brother, but both are mem­
bers of one family. They have the 
same Creator, receive supplies of 
life from the same fountain, worship 
before the same throne, and are 
invited to the same everlasting home. 
How many times do we find this 
relationship recognized! When the 
dwelling place of man was prepared, 
"the morning stars sang together, 
and the sons of God shouted for 
joy.'' When the Saviour was born, 
"a multitude of the heavenly host 
sang, Glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth, and good will toward 
men." When one sinner repenteth, 
"there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God;" and whenever the 
spirit of a saint departs, it is "carried 
by the angels'' to their own bright 
and happy home. 

III. The angels need communica­
tions of divine lcnowledge. Truths 
have to be made "known" to them. 
In this respect they are akin to our­
selves. " We see but through a 
glass darkly." "We know but in 
part.'' In our search after know­
ledge we soon find ourselves in the 
presence of the insoluble. There is 
to us a small circle of light, and all 
around us is darkness. The most 
successful student of the works and 
ways of God is compelled to admit 
that the little he knows is as nothing 
compared with what he does not 
know. And is it not clearly taught 
that there are similar limitations to 
the angels? Why else do they need 
to be instructed in the divine mys­
teries? Even they become acquainted 

with God only as He chooses to 
reveal Himself. There are things 
which " the angels desire to look 
into;" and though they dwell in 
clearer light, and are endowed with 
superior gifts, yet they are only 
learners. They are students of 
divine wisdom; and while there 
may be many things dark to us 
which to them are clear as noon, 
yet they may as truly as ourselves 
say, "Great is the Lord, and His 
understanding is infinite." "Who 
by searching can find out God ? who 
can find out the Almighty to per­
fection?" " How unsearchable are 
His judgments, and his ways past 
finding out." 

IV. The medium through which 
divine knowledge is received by the 
angels. They know "by the church." 
How little likely it seems that they 
should descend to this world in 
search of wisdom ! Our eiJ,rth is so 
small in comparison with other 
worlds. The race that inhabits it is 
so insignificant, that it is said to be 
as the small dust of the balance. 
And besides, this world has been 
blighted. A curse rests upon it. 
It is the scene of toil, and misery, 
and death. It is said there was 
once a time when mariners looked 
with horror on the island on which 
we live, and as they saw it veiled in 
mist, they regarded it as abounding 
with serpents and covered with pes­
tilential vapours, and were afraid to 
turn the prows of their ships towards 
its shores. And so we might have 
imagined that the angels, on their 
flight through the heavens, would 
have avoided our sin-stricken and 
pestilential world. Or supposing 
they chose to alight here, how many 
sources of wisdom are open to them? 
Where will they pursue their in­
quiries? Will they explore tlrn 
beauties of field and wood? Will 
they read the past history of the 
earth in its fossils and stones? Will 
they ransack the stores of knowledge 
preserved in books and monuments·? 
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Or will they sit in the halls of to angels? God is " kn, 
science? or in the schools of phi- works. The things He t.. 

losophy? or among the rulers of the Him. Every act is a manu 
world? Where will they prosecute of the divine idea. All arou, 
their researches, and through what we see divine manifestations-in 
medium will they receive lessons of dew drop, in the wild flowers of th, 
divine wisdom ? The apostle replies wood, in the rich notes of the 
through "the church." Here are the nightingale, in the starry heavens, 
mysteries they most desire to know; in man created in the image of God, 
and "by the church" is known to and especially in the men "who 
them " the manifold wisdom of God." spake as they were moved by the 

1. Then it clearly follows that Huly Ghost." Thus the unseen 
the church can be observed by the Jehovah has unveiled Himself to us, 
angel,s. They are unseen by us. but to the angels He has given 
Our senses are too dull to detect another revelation. He manifests 
their presence. They encamp round Himself to them in His church. 
about us ; they minister to us; they For what is the church but the 
enter our chambers and carry away scene in which He is carrrying on 
the spirits of those whom we love, His higher works? Our Lord once 
and _yet we do not perceive that they said to His disciples, "Greater works 
are near. When the eyes of Elisha's than these shall ye do." He had 
servant were opened, he saw the given sight to the blind, had healed 
mountain covered with chariots and all manner of diseases, and had even 
horses ; and were our eyes opened, restored the dead to life ; and yet 
who can tell what scenes we should He declared that His disciples should 
witness? How often we might see do "greater works than these." 
the angels near us, intent on their Now what are these greater works 
studies, or ministering to the heirs but the changes which are wrought 
of salvation, or ascending and de- in the church? Here are new 
scending the ladder which reaches creations. He who commanded the 
from earth to heaven! But though light to shine out of darkness here 
they are veiled from us by the dark- shines into human hearts to give 
ness that surrounds them, they can the light of the knowledge of God in 
see us in a light so clear as to observe the face of Jesus Christ. Here He 
and study •us. Allusions to this is not moulding rocks, or fashioning 
interesting fact are found in various the beautiful forms of vegetable life, 
portions of the writings of St. Paul. but is transforming men's spirits, 
In one place he shews the importance and working in them to will and to 
of decorum in the service of the do of His good pleasure. Here are 
church "because of the ange'ls." In revealed the mysteries which were 
another place he speaks of them as hid in God from ages and from 
witnesses of his humiliation and generations. Here He is working 
sufferings-" we are made a spectacle all things according to the counsel 
to angels." And it must surely be of His will, and is developing His 
more than metaphor when he repre- purposes not only for the good of 
sents the Christian as one running men, but for the instruction of 
a race in the presence of a multitude angels, "To the intent that now to 
of spectators, and urges him to dili- the principalities and powers in 
gence from the fact that he is heavenly places mi_qht be lcnown 1,.'/ 
"compassecl about with so great a the church the manifold wisdom of 
clvud of witnesses." God." 

2. And is it not equally clear V. The character of the knowlerl!JC 
that the cl1w·ch contaim. a 1·evelation thus communicate,{ to the anyels. 
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of interest. They "know" through 
us. The very same ministry which 
is to saYe mankind, is also to benefit 
" the principalities and powers in 
he,wenly places." This world, then, 
is not isolated. Our earth may be 
only a speck compared with other 
worlds, but it does not stand alone. 
Man is lower than the angels, but 
only a little lower. He is a link in 
the same chain of being. Angels 
are the firstborn, and man the 
younger brother, but both are mem­
bers of one family. They have the 
same Creator, receive supplies of 
life from the same fountain, worship 
before the same throne, and are 
invited to the same everlasting home. 
How many times do we find this 
relationship recognized ! When the 
dwelling place of man was prepared, 
"the morning stars sang together, 
and the sons of God shouted for 
joy.'' When the Saviour was born, 
"a multitude of the heavenly host 
sang, Glory to God in the highest, 
peace on earth, and good will toward 
men." When one sinner repenteth, 
"there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God ; '' and whenever the 
spirit of a saint departs, it is "carried 
by the angels'' to their own bright 
and happy home. 

III. The angels need communica­
tions of divine knowledge. Truths 
have to be made "known" to them. 
In this respect they are akin to our­
selves. " We see but through a 
glass darkly." "We know but in 
part." In our search after know­
ledge we soon find ourselves in the 
presence of the insoluble. There is 
to us a small circle of light, and all 
around us is darkness. The most 
successful student of the works and 
ways of God is compelled to admit 
that the little he knows is as nothing 
compared with what he does not 
know. And is it not clearly taught 
that there are similar limitations to 
the angels? Why else do they need 
to be instructed in the divine mys­
teries? Even they become acquainted 

with God only as He chooses to 
reveal Himself. There are things 
which " the angels desire to look 
into;" and though they dwell in 
clearer light, and are endowed with 
superior gifts, yet they are only 
learners. They are students of 
divine wisdom; and while there 
may be many things dark to us 
which to them are clear as noon, 
yet they may as truly as ourselves 
say, " Great is the Lord, and His 
understanding is infinite." " Who 
by searching can find out God? who 
can find out the Almighty to per­
fection?" " How unsearchable are 
His judgments, and his ways past 
finding out." 

IV. The medium through which 
divine · knowledge is received by the 
angels. They know "by the church." 
How little likely it seems that they 
should descend to this world in 
search of wisdom ! Our eitrth is so 
small in comparison with other 
worlds. The race that inhabits it is 
so insignificant, that it is said to be 
as the small dust of the balance. 
And besides, this world has been 
blighted. A curse rests upon it. 
It is the scene of toil, and misery, 
and death. It is said there was 
once a time when mariners looked 
with horror on the island on which 
we live, and as they saw it veiled in 
mist, they regarded it as abounding 
with serpents and covered with pes­
tilential vapours, and were afraid to 
turn the prows of their ships towards 
its shores. And so we might have 
imagined that the angels, on their 
flight through the heavens, would 
have avoided our sin-stricken and 
pestilential world. Or supposing 
they chose to alight here, how many 
sources of wisdom are open to them? 
Where will they pursue their in­
quiries? Will they explore tha 
beauties of field and wood? Will 
they read the past history of the 
earth in its fossils and stones '? Will 
they ransack the stores of knowledge 
preserved in books and monuments? 
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Or will they sit in the halls of 
science? or in the schools of phi­
losophy ? or among the rulers of the 
world? Where will they prosecute 
their researches, and through what 
medium will they receive lessons of 
divine wisdom ? The apostle replies 
through "the church." Here are the 
mysteries they most desire to know ; 
and " by the church" is known to 
them " the manifold wisdom of God." 

1. Then it clearly follows that 
the church can be observed by the 
ange"ls. They are unseen by us. 
Our senses are too dull to detect 
their presence. They encamp round 
about us ; they minister to us ; they 
enter our chambers and carry away 
the spirits of those whom we love, 
and yet we do not perceive that they 
are near. When the eyes of Elisha's 
servant were opened, he saw the 
mountain covered with chariots and 
horses ; and were our eyes opened, 
who can tell what scenes we should 
witness ? How often we might see 
the angels near us, intent on their 
studies, or ministering to the heirs 
of salvation, or ascending and de­
scending the ladder which reaches 
from earth to heaven! But though 
they are veiled from us by the dark­
ness that surrounds them, they can 
see us in a light so clear as to observe 
and study us. Allusions to this 
interesting fact are found in various 
portions of the writings of St. Paul. 
In one place he shews the importance 
of decorum in the service of the 
church "because of the angels." In 
another place he speaks of them as 
witnesses of his humiliation and 
sufferings-" ive are made a spectacle 
to angels." And it must surely be 
more than metaphor when he repre­
sents the Christian as one running 
a race in the presence of a multitude 
of spectators, and urges him to dili­
gence from the fact that he is 
"compassed abo11t with so great et 
cl,md of witnesses." 

2. And is it not equally clear 
that the clrntch contairn, a i·evelation 

to angels? God is "known" by His 
works. The things He does reveal 
Him. Every act is a manifestation 
of the divine idea. All around us 
we see divine manifestations-in the 
dew drop, in the wild flowers of the 
wood, in the rich notes of the 
nightingale, in the starry heavens, 
in man created in the image of God, 
and especially in the men "who 
spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost." Thus the unseen 
J ehovab bas unveiled Himself to us, 
but to the angels He has given 
another revelation. He manifests 
Himself to them in His church. 
For what is the church but the 
scene in which He is carrrying on 
His higher works ? Our Lord once 
said to His disciples, "Greater works 
than these shall ye do." He had 
given sight to the blind, had healed 
all manner of diseases, and had even 
restored the dead to life ; and yet 
He declared that His disciples should 
do "greater works than these." 
Now what are these greater works 
but the changes which are wrought 
in the church?· Here are new 
creations. He who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness here 
shines into human hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ. Here He 
is not moulding rocks, or fashioning 
the beautiful forms of veget_able life, 
but is transforming men's spirits, 
and working in them to will and to 
do of His good pleasure. Here are 
revealed the mysteries which were 
hid in God from ages and from 
generations. Here He is working 
all things according to the counsel 
of His will, and is developing His 
purposes not only for the good of 
men, but for the instruction of 
angels, "To the intent that now to 
the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places mi9ht be !mown by 
the church the manifold wisdom of 
God." 

V. The chm·acter of the knowlerlfJC 
thus comnrnnicat,;,l to the WlfJels. 



2i2 The Ohui·ch the Inst1·ucil'MS of Angels. 

There is known to them "the mani­
fold wisdom of God." The term 
rendered "manifold" is expressive. 
It denotes "varied," "greatly diver­
sified," "abounding in curious 
variet,r." This clearly implies that 
in the church there are unusual 
manifestations of wisdom. Who can 
tell what discoveries the angels had 
previously made? They were pre­
sent at the creation, and saw many 
things that could not fail to excite 
their wonder-the earth hung upon 
nothing-man formed out of the 
dust of the ground, and made. a 
living soul-and a thousand cOn­
trivances which filled them with 
admiration of the all-wise Creator. 
And what wonders they had seen 
during past ages in the spiritual 
world the mind of man cannot pos­
sibly conceive. But in the church 
there was made to them a higher 
revelation still, for there was known 
to them the manifold wisdom of 
God. Now what was there in the 
church which would be to them a 
new discovery? 

l. A scheme of mercy. Tilh1ow 
mercy was not known. The term 
mercy was not in the vocabulary of 
heaven. The angels had witnessed 
an awful manifestation of justice. 
It was 011 the entrance of sin into 
the universe. A part of their own 
race fell, and the offenders were 
seized and bound, and led in chains 
of darkness, and cast into everlasting 
fire. It could not have surprised 
the holy angels, therefore, to see 
sinful men consigned to the same 
punishment. But instead of this 
they witnessed a new development 
of wisdom. They had long seen 
wisdom devising forms of beauty, 
and framing and executing holy 
laws, and more recently they had 
seen wisdom apportioning punish­
ment to sin ; but they now saw a 
new development of wisdom-holi­
ness brought into harmony wit~ 
mercy, and a scheme devised for the 
restoration of the fallen. The sub-

lime truth thus dawned on their 
minds, that "our God is merciful," 
that " He is rich in mercy," that 
"He delighteth in mercy," that" He 
willeth not that any should perish," 
and that " His mercy endureth for 
ever." 

2. A system of mediation. The 
previous works of God had been by 
a simple process. He created by a 
word. He said, "Let there be 
light, and there was light." He 
called forth the stars by numbers, 
and because He was strong in power, 
not one failed. " He spake, and it 
was done; He. commanded, and it 
stood fast." But now they wit­
nessed a new and marvellous mani­
festation. It was indeed a great 
mystery. "The Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us." And 
0 what strange scenes were un­
folded befor.e their view during t_he 
incarnation of the Son of God ! 
They saw Him a babe in Bethlehem, 
and a man of sorrows. They ,.were 
witnesses of His fasting an~ tempta­
tion, of His agony and bloody sweat, 
His cross and passion, His death 
and burial, His resurrection from 
the dead and His ascension to 
heaven. With what reverence and 
awe they must have looked on when 
the Father "set Him at His own 
right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named not only in this 
world but the world to come, and 
put all things under His feet, and 
gave Him to be head over all things 
to the church which is His body, 
the fulness of Him that filleth all 
in all." 

"The first archangel never saw 
So much of God before." 

3. A new 01·cle1· of blessin_qs. 
When He ascended on high, He 
led captivity captive, and received 
gifts for men. There was the gift 
(1.) of pcmlon. A pardon had never 
before been granted. The sinner's 
condition was hopeless. An indelible 
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stain was upon him. His deed was and the little creature must lose its 
recorded in the book of remem- balance and fall. The mother saw. 
brance, and there it remained. She dared not speak. She scarcely 
There was a debt incurred which dared to move. With true maternal 
the transgressor could never dis- instinct, however, she uncovered her 
charge. The pardon of a sinner breast. Her babe saw it; and creep­
seemed in the nature of things im- ing towards it, left the brink of dan­
possible. How could sin be for- ger and was saved. So God revealed 
given ? It was the violation of a his own love-uncovered his own 
righteous law; it was an offence bosom of infinite tenderness ; and 
against a holy God; it contained in now, whoever sees it, feels the attrac­
itself the seeds of all evil, and to tive power, the enmity of the heart 
pass it by was to break down the is subdued, and the rebel is recon­
barrier which guarded the innocent, ciled to God. The angels see in the 
and open the floodgates of misery church those who can truly say," we 
and death. But here was another love Him because He first loved us." 
manifestation of wisdom. The Me-· "The love of Christ constraineth 
diator took the sin, and bare it in us." "Unto Him that loved \lS, and 
His own body on the tree; redeemed washed us from our sins in His own 
us from the curse of the law, being blood, to Him be glory and dominion 
made a curse for us. He fulfilled for ever and ever. And these are 
the law, and made it honourable, but samples of blessing which are 
" We have now redemption through bestowed through the mediation of 
His blood, even the forgiveness of Christ, They may well regard with 
sins." They see now in every mem- wonder the pardon of sin, and the 
ber of the church one who has renewal of the heart ; but think 
received a pardon. Though his sins what manifestations of wisdom they 
were as scarlet, they are as white as must see in the tmining of only one 
snow. He is justified from all things. believer for heaven. What care is 
He shall not come into condemna- required to check the growth of evil 
tion, but is passed from death unto in his heart, to nourish his Chris­
life, (2.) Of renewal. The heart is tian graces, to strengthen him for 
the fountain of evil. The most exem- his conflicts, to comfort him in every 
piary need 11, spiritual change. "Ex- variety of sorrow, to cause all things 
<!ept a man be born again, he can- to work together for his good, and 
not see the kingdom of God." But even his afflictions to work- for him 
such a change as this was utterly a far more exceeding nnd eternal 
unknown. The angels had not seen weight of glory. And though they 
any one renewed in the spirit of his see innumemble mnnifestations of 
mind. Enmity had never been sub- wisdom, from the moment of his 
dued, The fallen spirit, by a cen- conversion to the time of his en­
trifugal law, departed still further trance into heaven, yet there must 
nnd further from God. The angels be discoveries more marvellous -be­
that kept not their first estate were yond. Who can tell what they wit­
still in their hatred and rebellion, ness iu the future life of'the redeemed 
and the restoration of one who had spirit as they watch the unfolding of 
fallen under the deadly fascination its history through eternal nges? 
of evil seemed impossible. But now And then, seeing that the spirits 
the angels saw a new power begin that need thus to be trained and 
to operate-it was the attractive saved are without number, each one 
power of love. An infant once unlike others in disposition, in cir­
crept to a precipice. It reached the cumstances, in the end he is intended 
very brink ; only one inch nearer, to serve, in the position he is to oc-
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cupy in a future life, there must be glory of God. And thus they ever 
continually seen new manifestations see Him carrying forward His plans, 
of the divine skill, so that onward All things are made to serve His 
throughout all the ages of the future purpose. He suffers His enemies 
the angels will be learning by the to take their cours·e, and then 
church the inanifokl wisdom of God. links them on to His own opera-

4. And finally, in i·endering all tions, and compels them to work for 
things subservient to his pui-pose. The Him ; and sorrow and death, and 
divine purpose is to gather together even sin and Satan, are rendered 
in one all things in Christ, both subservient to His own grand de­
things in heaven and things on sign. They can have no doubt, 
earth. And to this all events tend. therefore, as to the issue. They see 
The very means which were intended all things coming into harmony. 
to hinder have been so overruled as The church is to them a mirror of 
to help forward His plan. 0 ! what divine wisdom, in which they see 
surprise must often have been felt discord ceasing, all men united into 
by the angels. How often they have one loving brotherhood, angels and 
witnessed the overthrow of evil de- men forming one happy family-all 
signs. They have seen a believer things gathered into one, both things 
exposed to the rudest blasts of in heaven and things on earth. 
temptation ; and at the moment Christ the centre of the spiritual 
when they thought he must fall, universe, and God all in all. Thus 
they have seen him clinging the to the principalities and powers in 
more closely to his Saviour, and heavenly places is known by the 
rendered securer than before. They church the manifold wisdom of God. 
have observed a cruel persecution 1. How this should silence objec­
which scattered the disciples, and tions ! It is said by some, "the 
seemed almost to have destroyed the mediatorial scheme is incredible. It 
church; but they have seen the is not likely that God would give 
church rise like the phrenix from its His Son for us. Ours is but a little 
own ashes, and become more pros- world. The race of men might 
perous than ever. They wit1tessed perish, and be missed no more than 
the wicked plot against Jesus, and a leaf from the trees of a forest. 
saw Him betrayed, and scourged, How, then, can it be true about 
and crucified, and His enemies Christ, His incarnation, His suffer­
triumphant ; and yet, when all ings, and His death? It is not con­
seemed lost, they discovered that sistent with wisdom to use so large 
this was "according to the deter- an expenditure for such insignificant 
minate counsel and foreknowledge results." But the apostle plainly 
of God;" and that in dying Christ teaches us here that the results are 
had "destroyed death, and him that not insignificant. The highest ends 
had the power of death." They are often accomplished within n, nar­
must have been appalled by the en- row space. The battle of W n,terloo 
trance of sin into our world, for was fought within the limits of one 
they saw in its train disease, and field; but the eyes of all Europe 
misery, and ruin; but they learned were directed to that spot, n,nd the 
that 0had there been no sin, the influence of that conflict extended 
divine character could never have throughout the whole of the civilized 
been so fully revealed; and that, as world. And so it is with the media­
a dark cloud shews the brilliant tion of Christ. Our earth is the 
hues of the rainbow more clearly, scene of a great struggle. It is the 
so the gloomy background of sin ground on which the decisive battle 
was so used as to reven,l the highest between sin n,nd holiness is fought 
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in the presence of the universe. The 
problems which are being solved in 
the church are for the benefit of a 
higher race of beings as well as for 
ourselves ; and the blessings secured 
in a brief space of time by the sor­
rows of the Son of God will extend 
in their influence throughout all the 
ages of eternity. 

2. How this shoulcl stimulctte our 
own researches. There are persons 
who live amid the grandest scenes 
in nature and perceive not their 
beauty. They are listless. They 
care only for the results of their 
daily toil. They are so stolid as to 
be insensible to the beauty which 
others come from the uttermost 
parts of the earth t6 see and admire. 
We censure them for their stupidity; 
but are they not too truly types of 
ourselves? 0, how ignorant we are 
willing to be! What a small amount 
of attention we give to the loftiest 
of all themes ! Is it credible that 
the angels make redemption their 
earnest study, while we are so indif­
ferent ta its mysteries? We have a 
deeper interest in it than the angels. 
They have no sins to take away; no 
evil hearts to renew ; and no need 
to be raised up to sit in heavenly 
places. And yet they desire to look 
into these things ; stoop down to 
scrutinize them; and even descend 
from heaven to earth that they may 
know more and more of the mani­
fold wisdom which is revealed. Shall 
we not, then, make this the most 
earnest study of our lives. Every 
other subject is trifling compared 
with this; and therefore the apostle 
says, "I bow my knees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that lfo would grant you to be 
strengthened with might by His 
Spirit in the inner man; that ye 
may be able to comprehend with all 
saints what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height, and 
to know the love of Christ, which 
passcth knowledge, and be filled 
with all the fulness of God." 

3. What a motive is here for dili­
gence in our Christian course! We are 
observed by angels. We live in the 
presence of principalities and powers 
in heavenly places. How holy, then, 
should be our lives ! How careful 
we should be to walk circumspectly, 
not as fools, but as wise ! 0 ! how 
much they see that must fill them 
with astonishment. What must 
they think of the man who is satisfied 
with a form of godliness ; and of 
him who is so anxious to lay up 
treasure on earth, and is so indif­
ferent about laying up treasure in 
heaven? And what of that mem­
ber of the church who hides his 
talents when he knows he must 
be called to account, and punished 
as a wicked and slothful servant? 
How they must be surprised at all 
those who are not rising in their 
affections above the things of this 
transitory world, and are seldom 
looking for that blessed hope and 
the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Beloved, let us realize the fact that 
we are seen of angels. A great 
general once said to his troops, 
while he pointed to the pyramids, 
"Soldiers, twenty centuries are look­
ing down upon you." The apostle 
here seems to say, "Christians, an 
innumerable company of angels is 
looking down upon you." "- Seeing, 
then, that ye are compassed about 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the 
race which is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus." 

4. How this shoulcl animate i~~ fo 
ow· time of sorrow. There are dark 
days for us all. The clouds of grief 
gather over us. Tho iron enters 
our soul, and wo cannot always seo 
why we sulfer. In our bitter agony 
we say," All these things are against 
me." " Shew me wherefore thoLL 
contcndest with me.'' Why is tho 
desire of mino eyes taken away with 
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a stroke? Why am I doomed to a 
life of loneliness and suffering? Is 
it a chastisement? Is it to wean 
my affections from earthly treasures? 
Is it to bring me into closer fellow­
ship with God ? Is it to work for 
me a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory? Brethren, it may 
be, and doubtless is, for all these 
things ; but there is a still higher 
purpose in the discipline of sorrow. 
God is revealing through us His 
wisdom to the angels. A divine 
problem is being worked out before 
them. In our suffering we are 
answering one of the grandest ends 
of our existence. Art thou suffer­
ing, then, my brother? Bear it 
patiently. Cling to thy Father's 
arm in the darkness. Look up­
wards for that grace which will be 
sufficient for thee. All things are 
not against thee as they seem to be. 
The angels, while they minister to­
thee, see more clearly the end to be 
answered; and the very sorrows, 
which to thee are the darkest mys­
teries, are making known to the prin­
cipalities and powers in heavenly 
places the manifold wisdom of God. 

5. And finally, how this should 
urge us onward in our Christian worlc. 
We are not toiling in obscurity. 
Every effort we put forth is ob­
served. Our success is eagerly 

anticipated by the angels. They care 
little that we grow rich, or that we 
preach eloquent discourses, or that 
we attain to high literary honours; 
but they do rejoice if but one sinner 
is saved. "There is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God, over 
one sinner that repenteth." Then 
let us seek with greater earnestness 
to lead others to Christ. Our motto 
is, "I must work while it is day; 
the night cometh when no man can 
work." The light is waning. One 
and another of us will soon be laid 
aside. We have now met, brethren, 
in holy convocation, but we are not 
likely all to meet again. Let us, 
then, renew our vows. Let us lay 
ourselves afresh on the altar of 
Christ. "I beseech you, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye pre­
sent yourselves a living sacrifice;" 
and let me urge you, by the short­
ness of time, by the love of the 
Saviour, by the sorrows of those 
who have not the gospel, by the 
prospect of a rich reward, and by 
the presence and sympathy of the 
holy angels, to make all men see 
what is the fellowship of the mys­
tery, and thus you will make known 
to the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places the manifold wisdom 
of God. 

SKETCHES OF OTHER LANDS-ENGLAND TO VENICE. 

BY REV. J, H. ATKINSON. 

"You must go to Rome, Sir,-go to 
Rome, no one will ask yciu to preach 
there.'' Such was the physician's ad­
vice when, in the beginning of the 
year, brokep <lown in health, I was 
ordered by him to resign my office, 
and relinquish, for a time, all minis­
terial work. That advice has been 
acted upon. I have been to Rome, 
and to many wonderful places beside. 
And now that I have returned and 
resumed my much-loved work, the 
past seems more like a dream than a 

reality. Often I ask myself-Is it a 
fact that in these few months I have 
visited Paris, and stood by the quaint 
fountains of Chambery? Have I, in 
reality, crossed by rail and sleigh the 
Mont Cenis, all but impassable at the 
time? Have I, indeed, strolled about 
the pleasant streets of Turin, sailed 
in gondolas npon the canals of beauti­
ful Venice, and sauntered through the 
galleries and churches of Floreuce? 
Have I heen to Naples, wandered 
through the 01 ange groves an<l olive 
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yards of Sorrento, promenaded the 
streets of the "City of Tombs," lin­
gered amongst the ruins of Hercula­
neum, and climbed Vesuvius, smelling 
its sulphur and beholding its fire? 
Have I, indeed, been to Rome also, 
rambling amongst its ruins, visiting 
its churches and galleries, witnessing 
its rites and ceremonies, wondering at 
its superstitions and iniquities? Have 
I been to Pisa and Milan, to Geneva, 
and many of the pretty places by its 
beautiful lake·; through the Bernese 
Oberland, beholding the wonderful 
works of God; to Lucerne and Baele, 
and many other places almost too nu­
merous to mention? And now I have 
returned home, after these few months 
absence, I cannot but ask, in spite of 
myself, Is it possible I have actually 
seen all these things, or is it all a 
dream ? Bnt the names of places 
which I have written down recall pic­
tures too real to be mistaken for fan­
cies-pictures which are engraven on 
the tablets of memory never to be 
erased. Besidee, have I not, like 
travellers, brought home bits of mosaic 
from Pompeii, chips of marble from 
Venice, pieces of stone from the ruins of 
Rome; aye, even bone and earth from 
the catacombs? and with these before 
me I am assured it is no dream, but a 
reality. Now, in the papers I may 
write, I shall aim at nothing polished 
or complete, but try, in plain and 
homely words, to give a brief and 
rough sketch to my readers of some of 
the things I have seen and heard. 

It was one evening in the month of 
February that we left onr snug retreat 
on the Sussex coast. I had a travel­
ling companion all the way in the per­
son of a dear and much loved friend. 
Our plane were to cross the channel 
that night by way of Newhaven and 
Dieppe, and so reach Paris next day, 
there to wait such time until we should 
be joined by Mr. Cook, jun., and party, 
and with them make the Italian tour; 
and then alone, time and money per­
mitting, to ramble through the ller­
nese Oberland of Switzerland, return­
ing home by way of the Rliine. A 
short ride brought us to Newhaven. 
We steamed out of the harbour at 
midnight, but it was not till nine next 
morning that we staggered rather than 
walked on land at Dieppe. Of the pas­
sage across that vile British channel 

we have vivid recollections. The ride 
from Dieppe to Paris was exceedingly 
beautiful and interesting, thus compen­
sating for the miserable passage in the 
night. In these days of rapid locomo­
tion it is hardly necessary to describe 
Paris, for it has been bronght so near 
by rail and steamboat, that a journey 
there is thought as little of as a trip to 
a northern watering-place, for distance 
now is estimated more by time than by 
miles, and Paris may be reached within 
a day. Still there are two things of 
which I should like to say a little. 

In respect to the first Sunday spent 
there. Our hotel was in a commanding 
position for seeing the life and traffic 
of the city. I cannot tell how my 
soul burned within me when going to 
my hotel window I beheld the fourth 
commandment of the Decalogufl openly 
set at naught. Every shop was open, 
the streets were thronged with people 
hurrying off to work, or with vehicles 
conveying merchandise. My first 
thought was that I had mistaken the 
day of the week, for that Sunday 
morning seemed the busiest morning 
of the week. The afternoon and even­
ing are generally devoted to pleasure ; 
for while the very few who account 
themselves good Catholics may give 
the morning to religion, they give the 
forenoon to money, and the afternoon 
and evening to the pursuit of pleasure 
in excursions, promenades, operas, 
balls, and theatres. The broa,I and 
bcautifol walks of the Champ Elys~es 
were crowded with thousands dressed 
out in their gayest style, coquetting, 
laughing, and iu many ways enjoying 
themselves, with all the gaiety and 
sprightliness of the French character. 
There were billiard tables, out-door 
concerts, swings, and toys of various 
kinds, ministering to the merriment 
and pleasure of both men, women, and 
children. But I believe the tide is on 
the turn. It is a notable fact that at 
the very time an effort is made in Eng­
land to open places of amusement aud 
picture galleries on the Sunday, an 
effort is being made in Paris for the 
closing of shops and places of business 
on the Sabbath-day-an effort not in 
vain. There is a growing regard for 
a better observance of the Lord's-day; 
it may be very slight as yet, but the 
leaven is there, and bas already began 
to leaven the lump; and we believe 
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the time will come when this great 
nation will listen to the counsel and 
enjoy the blessing of these words, "If 
thou turn away thy foot from the Sab­
bath, from doing thy pleasure on my 
holy day, and call the Sabbath a de­
light, the holy of the Lord, honourable : 
and shalt honour Him, not doing thine 
own ways, nor finding thine own plea• 
sure, nor speaking thine own words : 
then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
Lord, and I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth : the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." 

J: went to the Church of the Made­
leine in the morning: this was the first 
Roman Catholic service in a Roman 
Catholic country that I had attended, 
so I refer to it. It was a theatrical 
performance in dumb show. The 
whole ceremony appeared to be regu• 
lated by a little boy with a little bell. 
What religion was there in it all? 
What was there to comfort the sorrow­
ing soul, or to heal the broken in heart? 
Of external show and ceremony there 
was abundance; but of internal pos­
session of spiritual life there seemed 
to be none. And so it appeared to be 
everywhere. The greater the show, 
the less the reality; the greater the 
external profession, the less the inter­
nal possession ; the more there is of 
the dead carved image, the less there 
is of the real living Christ. We saw 
it in Paris; we saw it most of all in 
Rome! 

I should like to add a word or two 
in respect to the general appearance of 
Paris. It is but comparatively few 
years since, I am told, that the city 
wore a very different aspect; the 
streets were exceedingly narrow and 
dark, and withont pavement; a gutter, 
or open sewer, occupied the middle of 
the street. What a contrast does new 
Paris present to the old! Instead of 
these narrow pent up streets are mag­
nificent boulevards, wi~h ample pave­
ments bounded by lines of chestnuts 
or other ornamental trees. Paris is 
built of whiLe stone, and there is uni­
formity not only in the material used, 
but in the manner in which it is 
wrought. 'fhe streets are quite pala­
tial. Under the hands of Nap()lcon 
Paris has undoubtedly become the 
"Queen of Cities." Paris is always 
clean. There are no tall chimnies 
vomiting forth their black smoke, 

there are no filthy streets with heaps 
of rubbish polluting the atmosphere 
all day long. All night a host of 
scavengers are at work, and the 
Parisian wakes every morning to find 
his city washed and cleaned, and put 
in perfect order. Another thing no­
ticeable is the absence of that stalk­
ing poverty and squalid misery which, 
alas ! are too common sights in the 
streets of our land. You do not meet 
with swarms of half-naked children, 
women clad in scanty rags with sickly 
skiny infants, men ragged and seedy, 
broken-down and broken-hearted, as 
you do in the cities of our land. That 
there are "poor" I do not doubt; but 
not such "poor" as are to be found 
here. How this great absence of 
poverty and wretchedness is brought 
about I cannot tell-doubtless it may 
be traced not to one but to many 
ea.uses: the habits of the people may 
have something to do with it, as also 
the method in which the affairs of the 
poor are managed. I am told that in 
France they have nothing that can 
properly be called a poor-rate or poor­
Jaw; that funds are partly raised by 
voluntary contributions, and distributed 
in a peculiar manner-often by Chris­
tian agents called "Sisters of Mercy." 
'l'hese helong to the Roman Catholic 
Church : and though I abhor popery 
as much as any man, it would be folly 
to deny that these women do on im­
mense good, and lessen materially the 
weight of poverty in the land. And 
ought not Sisters of Mercy to be found 
in every church? Yea, ought not 
every Christian woman to be a Sister 
of Mercy? Should not every church 
seek to alleviate the sufferings of the 
poor? for the principle so happily illus­
trated in Paris is not one which belongs 
to the Church of Rome, but to the 
Church of Christ. To quote the words 
of Dr. Guthrie:-" Why should our 
churches at home leave the poor to the 
care of mere officials? I know some 
indeed charged with this duty who dis­
charge it in a Christian-like spirit; and 
though they wear no peculiar garb, 
nor belong to any orgunized system of 
sisterhood, yet descend into the lowe~t 
abodes of poverty, and without any 
form or vows devote their lives to tlio 
glory of God and the good of humanity. 
Ilut why should not these agents be 
multiplied o. thousandfold-why should 
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not our Protestant churches co-operate 
in some well organized scheme which 
would afford to tens and hundreds of 
thousands of Christian women a field 
for their love and labours not Ieee pro­
fitable to themselves than to the poor? 
Divided with skill, distributed by kindly 
hands, accompanied by a sympathy 
that would soften the hearts, and eqiilee 
that would lighten the homes, and 
counsels that would improve the habits 
of the poor-such charity would change 
the face of society, and make good 
these noble words:-

" The quality of mercy is not strained: 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath," &c. 

We were delayed in Paris by an 
announcement to the effP.ct that "Mont 
Cenie was stopped, and passengers 
who left Paris a few days before were 
still on the mountain snowed up." 
Our conductor determined, however, to 
push on to the foot of the Alps, to be 
ready to make the passage as soon as 
practicable. We ]Pft Paris by express 
one evening, reaching Cul oz next morn­
ing for breakfast, and Chambery before 
noon. Here we found a telegram 
stating, " Road open part of the way; 
remainder in sleighs. Cook's special 
ready any time to-morrow morning." 
We started next morning at six o'clock. 
The snow had been falling all night, 
accompanied by a little wind; and it 
was still falling when we reached St. 
Michael-the terminus of the French 
system of railway, and the commence­
ment of the Mont Genis line. Nothing 
daunted, however, it was decided to 
try the pass. So determined were 
the rail way officials to do their beet to 
get us over, that they personally 
undertook the management of the 
train; among them were the locomo­
tive superintendent, the inspector of 
permanent way, and several others. 
The French and Italians, we were told, 
were afraid to go, so our train was 
entirely in the hands of Englishmen; 
and well for us it was; if it had been 
otherwise, we should have been snowed 
up before we had half reached the 
summit. It may bti wondered how it 
is possible for an engine and train to 
climb a mountain, even though it ie by 
zigzags-for the gradient in many 
places is one in twelve. The principle 
of the railway, which is known as Mr. 
Fell's, is ·a third or centre rail, upon 

which adhesion is obtained by the 
pressure of horizontal wheels worked 
by the engine in conjunction with the 
ordinary perpendicular wheels: every 
carriage has these horizontal wheels, 
which are worked by separate breaks. 
By this plan it is impossible for the 
engine or train to get off the line. 
The crossing of Mont Cenie on March 6 
however, is never to be forgotten. ,v~ 
left St. Michael at 11.15, and pro­
ceeded very slowly, till at last we 
came to a stand. Another engine had 
to be sent for, and with one in front 
and one in the rear, we tried to push 
along; but often were we stopped by 
snow, and sometimes these blockades 
happened close to the edge of some 
deep ravine-always apparently in the 
most dangerous places. And the only 
way of getting through was for the 
engine behind to draw back and then 
run full tilt into us. Once it was not 
till the seventh assault that we forced 
the passage. But all the way to the 
summit we appeared to be propelled 
by a series of collisions. The scenery 
at times was truly magnificent. Here, 
on one side, might be dark rock pines 
and larches, tier above tier covered 
with snow; on the other side a deep 
but expansive valley, backed by snow 
covered mountains; before us, some 
huge dismantled fortress, frowning 
grimly above the gloomy abyss, 
through which are rushing foaming 
waters. The summit was not re[lched 
till it was dark. We now had to 
change from the rail to sleighs, and 
then began the exciting, maddening 
descent. I think theso drivers try 
how fast they can go, how near the 
edge they can drive, and how sharp 
the corners they can turn. Having 
gone thus some considerable dis­
tance, we change again to the rail, 
and the descent becomes more rapid, 
till at last to our intense joy we reach 
Susa-the terminus of the Mont Cenie 
line. It was past midnight, and we 
had beon 13½ hours in crossing Mont 
Genie alone. After the examination of 
luggage, and the partaking of refresh­
ment (for eomo had not had an appetite 
to eat all day), we start by special for 
Turin, arriving thcro soon aftor 2 a.m.; 
and it was not without devout thank­
fulness to the great, good Father that 
we retired to rest that morning. 

What a. change we experienced at 
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Turin! From the intense cold of 
winter we appeared to have passed 
into the heat of summer; from the 
realms of eternal snow, to rich and 
luxuriant valleys. We were favoured 
on our first day in Italy with a true 
Italian sky-clear, and blue, and beau­
tiful. It was Sunday. That day in 
Turin is not one easily to be forgotten. 
We left early next morning by rail, 
and passing through Milan, Brescia, 
Verona, and Padua; over a flat plain 
for some miles, till we begin to lose 
sight of trees, and the cultivation 
becomes less rich; past an occasional 
pool; whilst before us, far away in the 
distanCf•, are long lines of buildings, 
with spires, and campaniles, and domes 
rising out of a sluggish mere, as if 
built in it; then over a long railway 
bridge across a long stretch of desolate 
water, and we shoot into the railway 
station, and are in Venice. We hur­
ried through the station, and what a 
novel sight presents itself outside I 
Instead of a street or square, we find a 
broad and deep canal; instead of find­
ing carriages and cabs and omnibuses 
on wheels, we find scores of boats of 
various sizes, which are really omni­
buses on the water, with crowds of 
boisterous attendants anxious for your 
custom. A "fleet of omnibuses" had 
been provided to convey us to the 
Hotel Victoria. We quickly take our 
seats, and are soon rowing rapidly 
do\\ n the grand canal. Let me describe 
one of these boats. It is called a 
gondola. It is low, and long, and 
narrow-something after the shape of 
a canoe-with both ends sharply 
pointed, the stern gently curving, and 
projecting far above the lt,vel of the 
water; the head less prominent, still 
curving up into a high prow, armed 
with a protuding blade of bright steel, 
cut into a form like a row of teeth. 
"A little aft of midships, a tilt, covered 
with black cloth, and furnished with 
doors like a hansom cab, fits on to pegs 
in the gunwale, and encloses a little 
cuddy, where four people can squeeze 
in, or two can be very comfortable." 
But this cabin is often removed. The 
rowers stand one at either end, both 
looking forward, impelling and guiding 
with graceful motion their boat. In 
former times these gondolas were 
richly painted and gilded, but now 
they present a very sombre appear-

ance, not much unlike a mourning 
coa~h; for by a law of Venice all must 
be m black. There was something 
very strange in that first transit to our 
hotel-no rumbling of carriage wheels 
no cracking of whips, no tramp of feet 
upon the pavement, no sound but the 
sharp, short cry of our gondoliers, as 
we shoot round the corners, or the 
cadence of Garibaldi's hymn sung by 
some enthusiastic son of freed Italy. 
I shall not attempt to describe Venice. 
It would be presumptuous on my part 
to enter upon such a task. And out of 
the great multit11de of sights, it is 
difficult to make a choice of subjects 
upon which to write so as not to occupy 
more than our allotted space in the 
pages of this magazine. Under the 
circumstances, the best thing to do is 
to sketch in the briefest manner one 
day's work. It is Tuesday, the first 
day after our arrival. We form a 
small party ; a guide and gondola are 
secured; and we sally forth to see the 
city. Our gondola first stops before 
the church S. Maria delta Salute. It 
is a fine marble church-but every 
building is marble here-and was built 
after the plague in 1631, when more 
than 60,000 inhabitants died of it I 
In it we found a splendid lamp and 
altar-pieces, and some fine paintings by 
Titian, Tintoretto, and Luca Jiordano. 
Re-entering our gondola, we had a 
longer ride on the grand canal, past 
many a noble palace to the Church S. 
Georgio Maggiore. Here was a hor­
rible carving in wood of Christ on the 
cross. The expression of the face was 
such as Christ could never wear. The 
wood carving in the choir is said to be 
the finest in the world, and I caunot 
well see how any could be finer. 
Next to the Arsenal, the entrance to 
which is worth a special visit. 'l'he 
arsenal is interesting for its armoury 
and other ancient relics. We saw an 
old rifled gun-so the rifle is not so 
very new; the original mast of the 
ship in which the doge married the 
Adriatic; a monument to Admiral 
Angelo Emo, by Cnnova; the date of 
his death was not finished; the pen of 
the writer is on the first figure, imply­
ing that the mun still lived-his name 
immortal. We saw ancient instru­
ments of torture, such as the thumb 
screw, spring pistol, in the ~hape of a 
key, and many others. But we must 
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not linger. Next we visit the Church 
of St. John and St. Paul. Here a 
destructive fire bad done damage to 
the tune of twenty million francs to 
sculpture and paintings. As we enter 
our boat and glide along, we cannot 
but notice the various boats we pass. 
Here is a private gondola, rowed by 
two footmen in livery dress. Here is 
a conspl's, with his flag floating from 
the stern. Then an ecclesiastical one, 
with a great cross held by an acolyte. 
Then a post office boat, an omnibus 
boat, a sort of "furniture removing" 
boat, a water boat, bringing water from 
the mainland; a carrier's boat; boats, in 
short, doing every conceivable thing 
that cabs, or carts, or drays, or waggons, 
or horses, or legs do anywhere else. But 
we now come to the vicinity of St. 
Mark's Square, and bidding adieu to 
our gondoliers, make our way thither. 
What words can express the brilliancy 
of this grand Piazza? Taking your 
stand before St. Mark's church, what a 
scene of surprising magnificence is 
before you! There is the church, in 
the architecture of which you may 
find brilliantly blended Grecian ele­
gance, Byzantine luxury, and Venetian 
art. Before it are the bronze pedestals 
of the three standards. To the right 
the stately fagade of the Procuratie 
Nuove, forming one side of the square, 
presenting an uninterrupted series of 
arcades and small columns. Opposite 
this magnificent range, on the left 
of the piazza, is another line of palaces 
little inferior to the others. A little to 
the loft of St. Mark's rises the Cam-

panile, 316 feet high, the golden angel 
on its summit seen from far over the 
waters of the Adriatic. Opposite, to 
the right, is the huge clock tower, a 
quaint structure, with a big blue and 
gold dial-two bronze statues striking 
the hours on a great bell. From the 
piazza we went to the Doge's Palar,e, 
"the capitol of aristocratic power." 
It has been at once a palace, a tribunal, 
a prison. Terrible scenes have been 
enacted here-scenes of cruelty and of 
blood. From the secret galleries of 
the palace we pass by a covered bridge, 
in which are two gratings, to the 
highest part of the prisons, whence 
criminals have often been led to a 
cruel and mysterious death. It is 
called the "Bridge of Sighs." 

"I stood in Venice on the Bridge of Siphs : 
A palace and a prison on each hand.' 

But of the grandeurs of the one, or the 
horrors of the other, I have not space 
to write. After seeing these, we saun­
tered home to dine, and finished the 
day by a Venetian concert in illumi­
nated gondolas on the Grand Canal. 
I cannot say more of Venice now-a 
city which is but a shadow of her 
former self. What her magnificence 
was in the days of her glory and 
power, may be judged from her gran­
deur in her fall and decay. Venice 
has sorely sinned, and Venice has 
sorely suffered. The history of Venice 
-the history of her glory, her pride, 
her sin, her shame-is a history that 
might be profitably read to-day by 
some other nations of the earth. 

Jittraturt. 

THE GENERAL BAPTIST YEAR-BOOK, 
1869. London: E. Marlborough & 
Co. Leicester: Winks i! Son. Price 
Sixpence. 

Tms is the new name for what has 
be~n, during a hundred years past, en­
titled the "Minutes" of our Associa­
tion. ,ve prefer the name, not because 
it is new, but because it is more appro­
priate. Very many of our readers are 
already in possession of this publica­
tion; but probably a greater number 

of them have not seen it, and may not 
have made up their minds to procure 
it. We call attention to it here with a 
view to secure an increased circulation, 
but for other purposes as well. Th(, 
business done at the late Association 
is more fully recorded than that of any 
previous assembly, and it is hoped that, 
in future, equal if not greater fulness 
will distinguish the narrative of our 
annual proceedings. The pages con­
taining "Statistics," with the "Sum-
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maries," are much to be commended; 
and when perfect accuracy can be at­
tained in the presentation of these 
difficult and often discrepant retnras, 
they will be read with a still deeper 
interest, and studied with higher re­
sults. The colmuns of "Contribu­
tions," although at present only "ap­
proximately complete," are fitted to 
"provoke to emulation" both ministers 
and people who have a spark of Chris­
tian honour in them ; and they may be 
employed as helps to purge out of our 
denomination that parsimony in giving 
which has hitherto hindered our pro­
gress. The "Reports of the Churches" 
are this year unusually copious-a fact 
which has doubtless highly gratified 
the respective writers of them; and, 
what is better, which will make the 
reading of them more conducive to 
spiritual profit. The "Notices of De­
ceased Ministers" are interesting as 
the elements of more extended bio­
graphies. We have, for the first time, 
an account of Institutions in which we 
are, or may be, sharers with other de­
nominations ; and then follow the 
Chairman's Address and the Associa­
tion Letter, making an addition of forty­
eight more pages! So much, and such 
excellent material, was never before 
provided for the behoof of our churches; 
and a sale of this Year-Book, in the 
ratio of its greater value, ought to be 
secured. Let the zealous brethren, 
who would arouse the apathetic mem­
bers of our churches, try the effect of 
giving copies of the Year-Book where 
there is no disposition or ability to buy 
them. And let those who wish out­
siders to know us better make them a 
present of what will fumish them with 
the most exact information concern­
ing us, 

APPEAL TO THE FRIENDS ON CHRIS· 
TIAN BAPTISM, By R. Ingham. 
London : E. Stoclc. 

IN noticing another work from the pen 
of our esteemed brother on the subject 
of Baptism, we are reminded of the 
fact, so well expressed by Cowper, that 

" God gives to every mnn 
The virtue, temper, undcrstandinis, tnsto, 
'l'hat lifts him into life, and lets hun fall 
Just in the niche ho was ordained to fill," 

While hie Hand-Book on Baptism was 
passing through the press hie attention 

was arrested by the advertisement of 
certain tracts on baptism containing 
tlie Testimony of the Friends. These 
were procured, and the result of their 
perusal is this series of Letters con­
taining friendly strictures upon them. 
The attempt here made to expose and 
remove the errors which the Friends 
have imbibed on Bapt.ism, blended, as 
it ie, with the avowal of an exalted 
estimate of their moral and religious 
character, is well fitted to attain the 
writer's object. We advise our friends 
to procure the pamphlet, and to lend it 
to any Quaker acquaintance who might 
not otherwise know of its publication. 
It can scarcely fail to enlighten, cor­
rect, and convince, even if it fails to 
make converts to our views. 

SERMONS. By the late James Banner­
man, D.D., Professor of Theology, 
New College, Edinburgh. Edin­
burgh: Edmonston cf Douglas. 1869. 

No reason is assigned for the posthu­
mous publication of these sermons ; 
and after reading several of them we 
are unable to discover why they should 
have been published. They are quite 
miscellaneous, except in one instance, 
and in that the true order ie inverted, 
for we have the sermon on Christ's 
Baptism before the one on Hie Birt:i. 
In the Baptismal Sermon we meet with 
such false phrases as " the sprinkling 
of water"-" the sprinkling of tho 
waters of Jordan on His head"­
" sprinkled with an earthly baptism," 
&c. Nay, our Lord ie described as 
"standing on the brink of Jordan, and 
submitting Hie head to the baptism of 
its waters." How little this accords 
with the statement of Matthew, which 
immediately follows Dr. Bannerman's 
text, chapter iii. 15, "And Jesus, when 
He was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water!" But some Anti­
Baptist writers are unscrupulous in 
their glosses upon baptismal texts. 
Professor Godwin, in the new pnblica• 
tion called the Pulpit Analyst, says 
that, " there is nothing in any of the 
narratives of the New Testament to 
lead to the supposition that either by 
John, or by the disciples of Jesus, any 
persons were ever baptized except io 
the way the priests were accustomed 
lu l,aplize people in public-by the 
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sprinkling of water." And in refer­
ence to the people going out to John 
and being baptized in the Jordan, this 
much lauded Professor says : " The 
people were baptized in the river as in 
the desert; within the banks of the 
one, and within the boundaries of the 
other; not being put into the water or 
into the earth"! Works which contain 
such flat contradictions of plain Scrip­
ture testimonies are not of the kind for 
us to encourage. 

THE MAN OF SIN, REVEALED IN THE 
PAST, AND AWAITING HIS DOOM IN 
THE FUTURE, &c. By the Author 
of " Short Arguments about the 
Millennium." London: E. Swck. 

THE aim of the author is to show that 
"the man of sin" represents the anti­
Christian system headed by the popes; 
and that the prophecy of Paul in 
2 These. ii. 1-12 applies to its de­
struction. The resemblance which the 
historic picture of the papacy bears to 
the rrophetic sketch is traced, and the 
objections made by both Romish and 
Protestant writers to the application 
of the prophecy to the Papal system 
are examined, and we think refuted. 
The pamphlet is ably written, and it 
closes with the expression of a belief 
that although the end of the Papacy 
is not yet, still as a persecuting power, 
a power that has fascinated and awed 
the potentates of earth, oppressed truth 
and truth's witnesses, and been hostile 
to social freedom and progress, its 
dominion is being consumed and de­
stroyed unto the end. 

WnAT I HAVE WRITTEN: a Letter 
ExplanatoMJ and Defensive. By 
Henry Dnnn. London: Simpkin, 
Marshall, & Co. 

TnE writings of Mr. Dunn, whatever 
may be their faults, are remarkable for 
their clearness and force. Yet some 
who read them fail to understand their 
meaning. Among these blunderers is 
the Prebendary of Cork, the Rev. 
Henry Constable, who has condemned 
Mr. Dunn's teaching as having no 
Scriptural basis, and as affording en­
;ouragemen t to sin. The present letter 
is designed to prove that his opiuions 

have been misconceived; that infer­
ences have been substituted for what 
he had stated; and that while such 
inferences are apparently deduced from 
his works, they are really in direct 
contradiction to everything he has 
written. Such treatment is not a little 
irritating to an upright mind; but Mr. 
Dunn betrays no anger in his produc­
tion. He explains and defends his 
views in a calm and patient temper, 
and puts them in a form which renders 
them perfectly intelligible to every 
attentive reader. 

CHRISTIANITY RE-EXAMINED. Lec-
tures by Samuel Cowdy. First 
Series. 

THESE lecturns, if well delivered, may 
have been edifying to the association 
of young men who heard them ; and 
they may afford delight to the author's 
"own dear mother," who has been 
fondly made their Dedicatee; but why 
they should have been published under 
the present title we cannot tell. They 
seem to us more superficial than 
searching, more declamatory than 
demonstrative, and to abound more in 
scraps of rhyme than blocks of reason. 
What effect is likely to be produced 
on those who are said to have tried in 
vain to stay "the holy religion of 
fact, force, and life," by means of 
" the persecutiag and the courtiag, 
the ironic and the stern, the severing 
and the miagling, the state-connecting 
and world-engrossing, the eolfb:iag, 
sectiziag, and antinomianizing," by 
such an apostrophe as this?· " And 
why do ye still (as of old) plot aad 
vow, cant and crow (no cant like 
sceptic-cant), rage and imagine vain 
things?" We are not aware that 
Christianity required to here-examined, 
except by those who have renouaced 
it; but even for them the process is 
not so well conducted by Mr. Cowdy 
as it might have been. Somethiag 
more like the method, and even the 
style, of Butler and Paley on a subject 
which they treated so ably, would bo 
better fitted to reclaim unbelievers, 
aad confirm waverers, than the desul­
tory and undiscriminating manaer in 
which these lectures havo been eout 
forth. 
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THE liOMILETICAL TREASURY, By 
Dr. Lytb. London: E. Stoclc. 

Tms volume is one of a series, confin­
ing its analysis of Scripture to tbe 
Epistles from Romans to tbe Philip­
pians. The object of the author is to 
develop the teaching of Scripture by 
means of a short analysis of a whole 
paragraph, and so to offer helps both 
for private meditation and pulpit use. 
The idea is good, and seems to be well 
worked out. If the other volumes are 
done as well as this single one, they 
will form a treasury in which minis-

ters may find some of the store ther 
largely need. 

A BOOK OF PRAISE FOR HOME AND 
SCHOOL, selected and arranged by 
S. D. Magor, a Publisher at Bath, con. 
tains more than three hundred hymns 
from standard writers, at fourpence.­
GEMS OF SONG FOR THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, AND FOR USE IN FAMILIES 
include upwards of two hundred hymns' 
compiled and edited by George Thoe'. 
Congreve, and is published by Mr. E. 
Stock, London, in cloth covers, for tbe 
small price of twopence. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

JOHN ORISSA GOADBY. 

Obiit mdccclxviii. 

FRoll! India's dim mysterious strand 
The thousand ships will cross the main, 

But never one shall touch the land 
To give our brother back again. 

Gaze, sun, for us upon his grave, 
Alternate with the eastern star; 

Breathe winds beyond the leagues of wave· 
If ye can bear our sighs so far. 

Dear, noble brothel', .always brave, 
Thou hadst no fear to part with life ; • 

A leader in the march to save, 
Thou asked no quarter in the strife: 

High prophecies were in thy name, 
Love's fire was at thy being's core, 

And made thy life an incense-flame 
With memories fragrant evermore. 

How all our doings dwindle down 
In presence of thy greater gift; 

So sbalt thou wear a brighter crown 
Th an ever brow of ours shall lift; 

:For thou, when helpers were so few, 
:\1idst famine and the plague's hot breath, 

Wert foremost still to bear and do, 
And faithful even unto death. 

The Khond bas heard thee on his hills, 
The first that quenchless love to preach 

Which yet shall quell the wildest wills, 
And every heathen heart shall reach; 

An honour, then, thou madest thine 
Which men shall shortly seek in vain, 

To sound beyond another's line 
The music of a Saviour's Name. 

No more that old Oriya tongue 
Shall speak by thee of love and light; 

But all thy work was fully done, 
And follows thee beyond the night; 

Thyself, thy toils, complete we see 
In Christ, of whom we humbly crave 

To send us men as brave to be, • · 
And save them fl'Dm thy early grave. 

Rest, hero brother, in the land 
That gave thee name, and knew thy love; 

Thy dust laid in its burning sand 
Is watched by sleepless eyes above: 

With others fallen in the strife 
Rest low benel\th the battle-plain, 

A man that hazarded his life 
:For Jesus' loved eternal Name.• 

• Acts xv. 26. 
Chapel House, Castle Doningtou, E. H.J. 
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BOSTON. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-May I offer to your readers 
the following reply to a letter in your 
last issue from brother E. Wilson? 

I am for peace. At my time of life 
it is no wonder I should desire it. But 
I am far more for truth. I desire no 
peace but in the truth, especially in 
the church. Having for the chief part 
of my life been impressed with the 
extreme desirableness of the church 
"being of the same mind and of the 
same judgment," and "speaking the 
same thing," I have striven to promote 
unanimity, and when interrupted, to 
restore it by faithful discipline lovingly 
exercised. (Matt. xviii. 15.) In my 
pursuit of this, I am, alas I come into 
the painful condition of being accused 
of "priestly intolerance, heartless des­
potism, and tyrannical indiscretion" I 
Some of your readers will perhaps 
wonder how such a stage has been 
reached. I will therefore proceed to 
inform them. 

At the election last year, the one 
question put before the nation was, 
" Shall we still uphold the Established 
Church in Ireland?" Now my convic­
tion was, that that church, beside hold­
ing doctrines and ordinances opposed 
(as we General Baptists believe) to the 
will of Christ, had been founded by a 
"heartless despotism," and maintained 
by a cruel "intolerance." It had not 
even the apology of being a national 
church, but was that only of unjust 
and "tyrannical" conquerors. And if 
it had been national, we, as Dissenters, 
profess that it would on that very 
account have been unchristian. 

I had hoped that, as professed Chris­
tians, wti were instinctively and reso­
lutely opposed even to the appearance 
of evil; that we regarded the will of 
God, wherever it.could be ascertained, 
as paramount to all conHi<lerations of 
convenience, taste, profit, nation, 
ramily, or party. I thought that, as 
General Baptists, we were agreed 
that for the State either to oppress or 
to patronize religion, was, if not im­
pious, yet at least destructive to its 
purity, and perilous to its ex:ist1mce. 

t7 

When, therefore, I found that some 
of the members of this church had 
given their voice for the maintenance 
of this unjust thing, and had, by thus 
aiding and abetting wrong, made 
themselves partakers of other men's 
sin, and acted inconsistently with their 
own avowed principles, I could not 
hold my peace, lest I should make 
myself partaker of their sin. If this 
act of mine be tyranny, I fear I must 
bear the reproach. But I only wish 
all people would do to me as I have 
done to these brethren, who, perhaps, 
would do well to remember that some 
people regard as an " enemy him who 
tells them the truth" (Gal. iv. 16.) 

With great reluctance, and with 
much prayer, I addressed myself to 
this painful task. I put the bitter cup 
to my lips. I took up my cross that 
I might follow Christ, and keep His 
commandments. I remonstrated with 
the chief of them. I soon found the 
cup deep as well as bitter, and the 
crucifixion long as well as tormenting. 
Instead of being encouraged in my 
efforts, and thanked for my self-denial 
and fidelity, I was repulsed, with 
strong assertions of self-will, destitute 
of brotherly love, and fatal to its 
existence. One said, "I have always 
voted as I liked, and I always will." 
Another, "I do not choose to be inter­
fered with."* One said, "l always 
was of that party." Another, "If 
the question were to come up again, I 
would do just as I have done. It is a 
worldly thing, and you have uo right 
to meddle with how I choose to vote." 
This was repeated after the lapse of 
weeks, and even of months. 

One brother, instead of waiting to 
be again visited by ooe or two more, 
himself forced it before the chw·ch. He 
told us before-hand he would so. I 
asked Mr. Bayley, of Barnet, who is 
still a member, and was for many years 
a deacon of this church, to come and 
aid us with his presence and advice. 
This is the whole, I think, of what I 
did to make it what brother \V. calls a 
"packed meeting." The meeting was 

• This wns brothor Wilson's own reply, m11l 
demonstrate• what is "Urn hoad and front ot' 
my offending." 
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no doubt larger than usual, and the 
more so as several of his own party 
were present, who but seldom attended. 
But they had plenty of room, and full 
liberty of speech, so that it was not 
what is usually called a "packed 
meeting." Brother --- proposed, 
"That every member of this church 
vote at parliamentary, municipal, aud 
parochial elections as they please." I 
pointed out that Christian people, like 
Christ, act not to please themselves, 
but God; whereupon he altered the 
words, " as they please," into "accord­
ing to his conscience." As an amend­
ment, two deacons proposed, "That 
with a view to preserve the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace, we 
recognize it as the Scriptural duty of 
the members of a Christian church 
faithfully and lovingly to remonstrate 
with any member who they think is 
acting inconsistently with the will of 
God." Brother Bayley here suggested 
that, because of course every Ch~is­
tian must in all things act accordmg 
to his conscience, the amendment 
might very properly be put as a rider 
to the resolution. This the mover, 
however, would not allow. Just~as 
the amendment wa11 about to be put, 
the mover of the resolution rose to 
leave; and though I ent~eated him to 
stay, he went, and all his party went 
with him. The amendment was car­
ried unanimously, as were also the 
three following resolutions:-

1. "That it is inconsistent with our princi­
ples as conscientious Dissenters to sanct10n the 
employment of the resources of the State m 
support of any religion whatever." _ 

2. "That it is especially inconsistent. for a 
Baptist, who has for himself renounced _mfant 
baptism, as a practice o])posed to the ordmance 
of his Divine Master, to mvoke the power of the 
State to maintain infant baptism for others; as 
he must do in maintaining the Estabhshed 
Church in Ireland." . 

3. "That the Established Church m Ireland, 
having always been the Chur~h of a small 
minority, introduced nnd. su~tnmed by m~re 
force, is a wrong not to be Justified on the prm­
ciplo of doing to others as we would have th~m 
do to us It is therefore inconsistent for Chris­
tian people to do anything to uphold it."• 

That brother Wilson might not be 
unacquainted with the exact terms of 
these resolutions, I sent him a copy, 
and one each to two of his friends. 
Unwilling to push things to an ex-

• From the perusal of those resolutions it will 
likewise be apparent thnt the ce1_1sure of ?Ur 
church is not directed agttinst Tories as Tones, 
but only against one point of their policy, )V~IOh 
we reprd Uli unjust, and therefore Uli unchr1stin11. 

tremity, we took no further step at 
that time; but brother W. gave up 
both the offices he held, as teacher, and 
as mission secretary. 

On the 2nd of April, brother -
came to the meeting in an apparently 
softened spirit, which we were very 
ready to reciprocate. He requested 
that the first business should be that 
which had occasioned so much dis­
quiet. He then moved, "That every 
member of this church be allowed to 
vote according to his conscience." 
This was seconded by brother Wilson; 
and on the distinct and emphatically 
expressed understanding that these 
brethren were willing to be remon­
strated with and disciplined (to which 
they both assented), the resolution was 
adopted unanimously. 

This apparent softening gave us 
some relief. The wound was skinned 
over, and we hoped that in time it 
might be entirely healed. But as the 
church was as firmly convinced as ever 
of the truth and importance of the 
three resolutions of Jan. ~9, and as 
none of brother W.'s friends showed 
any sign. of accepting them (though, 
as he now tells us, they 'could at 
another time have cordially supported 
them), nothing like satuifaction was 
possible. Forbearance there was, cor­
diality there was not. Several of them 
absented themselves from the meet­
ings even on Sundays, and ~ntirely 
discontinued their weekly offerings. 

No wonder I was uncomfortable, and 
that the thoughts I had for twelve 
months uttered of leaving Boston were 
now more frequently on my lips. But 
to say that I used this as a "threat" to 
my friends, and held it as a "lash" 
over their heads, is simply untrue. 
I have not used either that or any 
other threat, either toward them or 
toward any one, during the whole of 
thit1 unhappy affair. I call, t~erefore, 
on brother W. to repent of his asser­
tion, as well ae of certain other matters 
which I will mention anon. 

On account of rumours of my leaving 
the town, the deacons resolved to call 
a special meeting of the church. It 
was held June 2, and was, I am told, 
marked by enthusiasm. The ~eseage 
it sent to me (printed along with my 
reply in your number for July) was 
signed by a vast number of the mom-
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here, but by not one of brother Wil­
son's party-a fact by which you may 
judge of their cordiality. 

I call on brother Wilson to repent 
of imputing this meeting to me as a 
ruse (in English, a. trick). In no sense 
or degree had I anything to do with 
getting it up, except that, at the re­
quest of the deacons, I announced from 
the pulpit that it would be held on 
Wednesday evening. Respectfulness 
or caution, as well as integrity, would 
have restrained him from thus bearing 
false witness against his neighbour. 

I caU on him, also, to repent of 
having said in the first paragraph of 
his letter (General Baptist µagazine, 
p. 255) that the inconsistency with 
which we charged our brethren was 
"/simply thie-'for voting as we felt the 
dictates of our own consciences inclined 
us to at the election before alluded to,' 
and nothing more." Well might you 
start, Mr. Editor, when you read this ! 
Well might you enter your caveat, 
and append your valuable elucidatory 
note I for which your readers have 
good reason to thank you. 'There is 
more than one misrepresentation in 
this passage. First, the inverted 
commas he uses are a pretence of 
quotation, as if from some document of 
our church ; and this is wholly without 
truth. And secondly, we never made 
any such charge at all. I wish there 
may not be a third misrepresentation; 
but as he speaks in this paragraph of 
his conscience, I will refer this point to 
that awful tribunal. 

And now, Mr. Editor, I have with 
reluctance to request the special 
attention of yonr readers to brother 
W.'s third paragraph. He says, 11 At 
that meeting, of course, resolutions 
were passed condemnatory of our con­
duct, but couched in such terms that 
at any other time and under any other 
circumstances we could ourselves have 
cordially supported them." 

When I had read his letter to the 
end, I was obliged to read it again to 
see if these words could possibly be 
there. Yes, there they are. The 
resolutions are those quoted above. 
What a testimony does brother W. in 
this paragraph spontaneously offer to 
their faultlessness I yes, and to their 
value and importance; for they are 
worthy of being" cordially supported," 

only it was not convenient for him to 
assent to them just then. So, then, it 
is not I nor the church that are 
11 tyrannical," but only th1c, time and 
the circumstances I It was at that very 
meeting be was calling on the church 
always to vote according to their con­
sciences. Why then did not be and 
his friends at this very meeting vote 
aecording to their consciences ? Is 
truth a thing of time and circum­
stances? Are Christian men at liberty 
cordially to support a truth at one 
time, and deny it at another? Is it 
consistent with simplicity and godly 
sincerity to be in one's heart II cordially 
supporting" a truth, which from some 
circumstance or other he is induced to 
conceal or to deny? Is it consistent 
with brotherly love for a member to 
refuse saying a word he knows to be 
true, when that one word would, he is 
aware, give relief and joy, confidence 
and gratitude, to a distracted and dis­
tressed church, of which he professes 
to be a member? What misery, by 
night and by day, could he by one 
word have spared so many hearts, so 
many families, for so many months! 
What probable contempt from a scorn­
ful world might have been warded off! 
What stumbling blocks might have 
been removed out of the path of pil­
grims to a better country I What 
edification has thus been Jost I What 
sin has been committed 1 All for want 
of uttering what he really felt-his 
cordial support to the truth asserted by 
the church. And this is the brother 
openly to accuse me of II heartlessness!" 

When will the convenient time 
arrive? and what will be the favour­
able circumstances for the truth to 
enjoy his "cordial support?" Will it 
be when an aged pastor is to be com­
forted? when a wounded church is to 
be healed ? when the work of Christ is 
to be promoted and not hindered by 
His professed servants? when the 
church is to show that it is not of the 
world, even as Christ is not of the 
world? 

When will it be? I thiak I know. 
It will be when he makes Christ his 
all, and when self and party, and 
worldly interests, are either pervaded 
by His spirit, or bravely renounced; 
when a fallible creature acknowledges 
he has been mistaken, and is glad to 
be wiser to-day than he was yestor-
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day; when a "brother" will no longer 
" please himself, but please his neigh­
bour for his good to edification;" when 
a General Baptist will act like a 
G,meral Baptist, and a Christian like a 
Christian. 

Brother W. says we have not con­
vinced him "by fair argument." He 
himself tells us why. He looks not at 
the argument, but at the "time and 
circumstances," Here are the most 
distinctive marks of the" deaf adder." 

"And yet for all that," (as our 
Heavenly Father says, Lev. xxvi. 44) 
I do hope the good time and the 
favourable circumstances are coming, 
in which he will take up his cross, and 
"cordially support'' what he knows to 
be trne. 

Brother W. writes on behalf of others 
as well as himself. He says "we" 
and " us." I would fain hope they 
have not sanctioned all he has said. 
If they have, and if their politics have 
not petrified their hearts, benighted 
their intellect, and seared their "con­
science," "surely they will repent." 
And when they exhibit repentance to 
the acknowledgment of the truth, 
which they say they couul, themselves 
"cordially support," I, for one, will 
have joy in them, more than over 

ninety-nine just persons who, in these 
respects, have no need of repentance. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours and theirs faithfully, for Jesus 

Christ's sake, 
THOS. W. MATHEWS. 

• • • This correspondence must now close.-En. 

QUERIES. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-! should be glad if you 
or some of your correspondents would 
reply to the following queries :-

1. Is a minister placed over a 
church justified in offering himself as a 
missionary without first giving notice 
of his intention to the church, and 
assigning his reasons for so doing? 

2. Is a Missionary Society justified 
in accepting the services of a "placed 
minister" without being assured that 
he has resigned his charge, or that he 
offers himself with their consent? 

3. In the event of a minister so 
offering himself and not being accepted, 
can the church reasonably be expected 
to allow him to return to the pulpit he 
had (so far as intention went) resigned? 

I am, my dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 

RA VENBDOWNE. 

~nttlligtnu. 

!Jinominational. 

NoTTINGHAM. - Re-opening of Broad 
Street Baptist Chapel.-This place of wor­
ship, which has been closed for some 
months on account of extensive altera­
tions and improvements, was re-opened 
for public worship on Thursday, August 
12. The alterations have been made from 
the plans of Messrs. W. & F. Booker, 
Architects, Short Hill, by Messrs. Ellis & 
Son, Builders, Great Freeman Street, at a 
cost of about £1,400. The pews have 
heen replaced by open und more com­
fortable seats; tue gallery round the 
chapel has been removed, and a lighter 
nnd more elegant structure in front sub­
stituted ; and the roof has been so altered 
as to admit of freer ventilation and an 
improved plan of lighting. At the en-

trance in Broad Street a corridor or 
approach has been erected, which will be 
found a great accommodation. One or 
two rooms in the rear have been added to 
the cht1pel, and an organ has been erected 
in this space by Messrs. Lloyd & Dudgeon, 
at a cost of £200. The appearance of the 
place is greatly improved by these altera­
tions, and the comfort of the congregation 
promoted. The Rev. U. Vince, of Bir­
mingham, preached an earnest and im­
pressive sermon on the occasion, which 
was listened to with profound attention. 
Mr. G. Essex presided very effectively at 
the organ, wbicu, for itH size, is full and 
mellow in tone and highly creditable to 
the enterprising firm which built it. The 
collection amounted to £28 13s. !Jd. On 
Lord's-day, August Hith, morning and 
evening, sermons were preached by the 
.liev. J, Burns, D.D,, of London, Collea-
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tions, £47 3s. 6d. On Monday, Angust 
16th, at five o'clock, a tea meeting was 
held in the school room, followed by a 
public meeting in the chapel, when ad­
dresses were delivered by the Revs. Dr. 
Burns, C. Clemance, B.A., J. Greenwood, 
M.A., C. S. Slater, M.A., J. Batey, and 
other gentlemen. These re-opening ser­
vices were terminated OD Tuesday evening, 
August 24th, when the Rev. G. W. Conder, 
of Manchester, preached. 

WEST V ALE.-This new chapel has been 
opened for divine service. The building 
is lofty and well lighted. Instead of the 
usual tub-like pulpit, there is a neat plat­
form, with reading desk which can be 
fixed to suit any height. The harmonium 
and singers occupy the oommnnion pew. 
On each side of the platform, under the 
gallery, is a neat ve~try. The chapel has 
open seats without doors. The gallery, on 
three sides of the chapel, will seat about 
250. The whole of the wood-work is var­
nished.-The first of the services was held 
in North Parade chapel, Halifax, on 
Aug. 4, when Dr. Landels preached a ser­
mon, and also on _the day following, when 
be preached two sermons at West Vale. 
On Lord's-day, Ang. 8, Dr. Underwood, of 
Chilwell College, preached morning and 
evening; and Rev. J. Haley, of Stainland 
(Congregationalist), in the afternoon. On 
Aua, 15, Rev. T. W. Mathews, of Boston, 
pre';,cbed morning and evening; and Rev. 
T. Michael, of Halifax, in the afternoon. 
The whole of the collections at the above 
services amount to about £58.-The day 
school (under Government inspection) now 
numbers about 180 scholars; and it being 
about the time the Inspector comes to 
pay his annual visit, anxiety is fe_lt t~at 
the children may pass their exammat1on 
in n creditable manner. 

IULLINOHOUIE.-On Aug. 2, a very suc­
cessful tea meeting and other services 
were held in support of the Baptist cause. 
About 180 persons of all the denomina. 
tions around came forward most cheer­
fully to partake of the refreshing and sub­
stantial meal so liberally provided by 
ladies of our own and other sections of the 
Christian church. Seldom do we witness 
o. more cordial union of heo.rts and ho.nds. 
At three o'clock a truly interesting dis­
course wo.s delivered by the Rev. E. Lan­
derdale, of Grimsby, by whose church we 
were libero.Uy supported in this movement. 
At half-past six stirring addresses were 
given by several friends. The attendo.nce 
was good o.t both services, and the pro­
ceeds of the whole quite satisfactory. 

CARRINOToN.-Anni versary services wore 
held on Lord's-do.y, Ang. 8, when two elo­
quent o.nd practico.l sermons were preucbed 

by our esteemed pastor, the Rev. J. Green­
wood, M.A., of Nottingham. There was a 
large congregation in the afternoon, and 
in the evening the chapel was crowded to 
excess. The sum realized by the collec­
tions was considerably larger than on 
former occasions. 

BRADFORD - Extemion of the Tetley 
Street Sunday 8chool.-An interesting 
ceremony took place on Saturday after­
noon, Augnst 7, in connection with the 
Genera!B11ptist congregation, Tetley Street. 
The occasion was the laying of the corner 
stone of an enlargement to the present 
Sunday school. Shortly after four a large 
nnmlier of the congregation and friends of 
the Sunday school assembled to witness 
the proceedings, which were presided over 
by the minister of the chapel, the Rev. B. 
Wood. After devotional exercises bad 
been enguged in, the Rev. Thomas Gill, of 
Allerton, explained the circumstances un. 
der which they met, and delivered an ap­
propriate address. The Rev. B. Wood 
then presented Mr. Jeremiah Robertshaw 
with a skilfully-wrought and handsome 
trowel, together with a mo.llet, plumb, am! 
square, with which to lay the corner stone. 
The trowel bore the inscription-" Pre­
sented to Jeremiah Robertshaw, Esq., on 
the occo.sion of bis laying the foundation­
stone of the re-building and enlargement 
of the Baptist Sabbath School, Tetley 
Street, Bradford, August 7, 1800." Mr. 
Robertsho.w then proceeded to lay the 
stone. After concluding the ceremony, 
be addressed a few remarks to those pre­
sent. He admired the laudable desire of 
the Tetley Street congregation to discharge 
their duty in connection with every good 
work. He felt deeply the honour that bud 
been conferrecl on him by selecting him to 
lay the stone, and he felt a strong interest 
in the undertaking in which they were 
engaged. He o.ckuowledged with g-rati­
tude the honour, and, though be ho.d not 
beeu o.sked to give anything, he thought it 
right to begin by subscribing £50.-The 
Sunday scholars, who were in attend,mce, 
then walked in procession, placing their 
contributions on the stone. A hymn was 
o.fterwards sung, and the company o.d. 
journed to the school-room, where they s"t 
down to tea.-A public meeting wus heh! 
in the evening. Mr. Robertshaw presirleJ, 
and the meeting was o.ddressed hy the 
Revs. 'l'hos. Gill, S. Blomfield, E. Russell, 
Dr. Campbell, and B. Wood. 

Gnrnsnv, Free111an Street.-The first 
anniversarv services of the So.hbo.th school 
in connection with the above chapel, was 
celebrated on Sunday, Aug. 8, when two 
sermons were preached by the Hev. Thus. 
Mee, of Relford, moraiug and evening. 
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In the afternoon Mr. Mee delivered an 
address to the children and friends, when 
several select pieces were sung, and also at 
the morning service at intervals. On the 
Monday following a public tea was pro­
vided in the school-room at five o'clock, 
and although the weather was most un­
propitious, about 150 sat down to tea. 
A public meeting was afterwards held in 
the chapel. The chair was occupied by 
l\lr. Thos. Stephenson; and addresses 
were given by the Revs. T. Mee, W. 
Chapman (Louth), R. Smart (pastor), B. 
Fell, F. Rudd (Primitive Methodist), to an 
at.tentive audience. The report read by 
the secretary was very cheering, and the 
amount realized was £13. 

MARcH.-On Sunday, July 11, two ex­
cellent sermons were preached, in the 
morning from Prov. vi. 21, 22, and in the 
eTening from James v. 19, 20, by the Rev. 
S. S. Allsop, pastor of the church, who 
likewise delivered a most appropriate 
address in the afternoon to the parents, 
teachers, and scholars, taking as a text 
Zech. viii. 5. A service was also held in 
our Fen chapel on the following Sabbath, 
when our minister preached from the 
words, " Come thou and all thy house into 
the ark.'' On Tuesday, July 13, the 
scholars in our two schools took tea 
together under a tent in a field, both of 
which were lent for the purpose. After­
wards about four hundred friends sat 
down to tea, and altogether a most enjoy­
able evening was spent. Collections good, 
and on the whole this has been the best 
anniversary we have had for years. Had 
we good school accommodation, and more 
teachers, the number of our scholars 
might very soon be considerably increased. 

HALIFAX. - After the Associntion, the 
Rev. Isaac Preston, of Chesham, occupied 
the pulpit at North Parade for two Lord's­
days. This visit was productive of much 
appreciation of his ministry, which resulted 
in a very cordial and unanimous call being 
given for him to take the sole pastorate of 
the church. After due consideration he 
has decided to accept the duties, and 
hopes to commence his labours on the 
first Lord's-day in October. 

THE REv. W. CHAPMAN has been so 
urgently requested by his people at Louth 
to remain amongst them, that he has 
respectfully declined the invitation to 
Linebolme, Yorks. 

SvsToN.-Ordination of the Rev. J. Wil­
kinson.-The chapel occnpied so many years 
by the General Baptist8 11t Syston, is now 
in the bands of our Particular Baptist 
hrethren, who, by the aid of the large 
Leicester churches, are enabled to conduct 
the cause efficiently. The Rev. J. Wil-

kinson, of the Pastor's College, has just 
been ordained to the pastorate of the 
church. 

BAPTISMS. 

GEDNEY HILL.-On Lord's-~ay morni~g, 
!\fay 9, ten persons were baptized, nine of 
whom, with one restored, were received 
into the church in the afternoon by the 
Rev. W. Harcourt, of St. James; the other, 
a local preacher amongst the Free Metho­
dists, remaining amongst his former 
friends. June 6, five males followed Christ 
in His own appointed way. On July 25, 
three others put on Christ by baptism. 
The cause at Gedney Hill has for a long 
time been in a low state. The Lord has 
heard the prayers of His people, and done 
great things for them, whereof they are 
glad. These baptisms took place after a 
short service in the open-air, at which 
hundreds were present; and, considering 
their number, behaved with great serious­
ness. 

CoVENTlw.-We rejoice that we can say 
that since we have opened our new chapel 
one continued stream of prosperity has 
attended us. Our Sunday school is pros­
perous, our chapel is crowded by earnest 
and attentive hearers, the Gospel is faith­
fully preached, and the word of the Lord 
has free course and is glorified. On 
Thursday evening, July 1, the first bap­
tism in our new chapel took place-two 
persons attended to the ordinance. On 
$unday, July 4, fourteen persons were 
baptized, and in the evening were received 
into the fellowship of the church with joy. 
On Sunday, August 1, eight persons were 
baptized and received into the church. 
The Lord is doing great things for us. 
May the great Head of the Church con­
tinue to add unto us daily such as shall be 
saved. 

WmTTLESEA.-On Lord's. day, August 1, 
three young persons were boptized on 11 

profession of their belief in Christ by our 
pastor, and were received into the church 
the same day. They nre all actively en­
gaged in the Lord's work. 

GRil'dSBY.-On Snndny, Angust 111, four 
were baptized by the pastor, R. Smnrt. A 
very impressive service. 

THE COLLEGE. 
THE Session opens on the first of Septem­
ber, and on the 8th, Wednesdny evening, 
a Sermon will be prencbed to the Students 
by the Rev .. J. T. Lynch, of London. The 
service will be held in Mansfield Road 
chapel, and will commence at seven o'clock. 
It is hoped tbnt the attendance will be 
large, and the occasion profitable. 
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l[imllitneans. 

THE WESLEYAN METHODISTS. - At the 
Conference just held in Hull, the Rev. Dr. 
Jobson was elected President, and the 
Rev. John Farrar was chosen to be Secre­
tary for the fourteenth time. About 
eighty ministers who had been on trial 
were received into full connexion. Some 
of these will be sent to the Theological 
Colleges, to be prepared for the mission or 
for home appointments; others will go at 
once into circuits. Among the few matters 
not exclusively Wesleyan on which dis­
cussion turned, was the state of the Mar­
riage Law. The presence of a registrar at 
Wesleyan marriages, and the increased 
expense of his presence, are snbjects of 
loud complaint. Dr. Jobson, in his open­
ing address, contended for the purity of 
the church, for extemporaneous preaching, 
and for a loyal Protestantism. He said 
that it was on some occasions not only 
allowable but desirable that ministers 
should read their sermons, and that he 
knew many good men who made it-their 
practice; bnt he affirmed that if it ever 
became common to use the manuscript, or 
even lengthy notes, in Methodist preach­
ing, the glory of Methodism would have 
departed I (Query.) Do the Methodist 
choirs use note books ? And is the glory 
of Methodism identified with II mode of 
preaching which i_s of all others the loosest 
and laziest? Richard BBXter said-" I 
use notes as much as any man when I 
take pains, and ns little as any man when 
I am lazy or hnsy, and have not leisure to 
prepare.'' And as a question of ease, he 
Raid-" It is easier to preach three sermons 
without notes than one with them." 

THE BAPTISTS IN JAlllAIOA.-Mr. Ronn. 
dell, Secretary to the late Jamaica Com­
mission, advocates the Disestablishment 

Juras ANABLE, of Wirksworth, departed 
this life, April 21,!th, 1862: and Elizabeth, 
his wife, died on the 5th of October in the 
same year. They were a worthy couple, 
and deeply was their decease lamented by 
the members of the Baptist Society, with 
whom they had been long and happily 
associated in the precious fellowship of the 
gospel. By prudence, industry, economy, 
and piety, they accumulated a nice little 
[ll'Operty, which enabled them, in middle 
life, to take an important position in the 
Saviour's church, and to render very valu-

of the Official Church there, and says that 
for meeting the spiritual needs of snch a 
people, a voluntary church would seem to 
be best fitted. He adds that " if the Bap­
tist clergy (the most political of the de­
nominations) of Jamaica have exposed 
themselves to the charge of aggressiveness 
and bitterness, it is not too much to say 
that this is distinctly attributable to the 
ascendancy, the legal superiority, of the 
Official Church." 

THE BAPTISTS IN THE UNITED STATES, 
according to the year book, number 
1,121,988, being an increase over last year 
of 12,062. 

A LARGE CaURCH.-The first African 
Baptist church, Richmond, Virginia, bap­
tized 500 persons during the last year, and 
has a membership of 4,583 persons. 

PRESBYTERIAN MISSION IN Canu.-The 
Rev. J. Butler, one of the Presbyterian 
Missionaries, reports that fifty-four natives 
had been received into the churches during 
the past year. 

CHANGE IN MADAGASCAR.-Thirty years 
ago, Rasalama, a young female, was led 
through the capital to death as the first 
Christian Martyr. Recently the new Queen 
of that vast island, in the presence of 
300,000 of her subjects, renounced every 
vestige of heathenism, and sat on a throne 
over which was inscribed the words­
" Glory to God in the highest; on earth 
peace, good will to men.'' 

Vox ET PR.IETEREA NIHIL.-At I\ reli­
gious meeting one old man was so loud in 
bis utterances that the president said to 
another minister, '" Brother W., plel\se 
stop that man's noise.'' Brother W. went 
and spoke a few words, which took imme­
diate effect. After the meeting closed the 
president asked brother W. what he said 
to the man, which had quieted him so 
soon? The answer was, "I aske,l hi111 to 
give me a dollar for Foreign Missions." 

able assistance to several of his ministers 
and people. They laid themselves out for 
usefulness; were "given to bospit[llity ;" 
and evidently enjoyed the luxury of doing 
good I There was a beautiful simplicity 
in their manner of life, a transparent 
straight-forwardness in their business 
transactions; an· unswerving truthfulness 
in their verbal utterances, coupled with a 
humourous curtness and quRintness in 
their descriptions of things, which ren­
dered them remarkably estcemable and 
enjoyable to all who had the pleasure of 
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tbeir intimacy! The writer of this brief 
biograpby was privileged to be their pas­
tor seven years and upwards; and many 
happy hours has he spent in their corn. 
pam. The. last days of Mr. and Mrs. 
Anable were far from being their best. 
Love for a near relative, and sympathy 
with him in his sorrows, involved them in 
anxieties and apprehensions such as they 
had never experienced before. Their 
quiet and comfortable way of life was 
grievously broken in upon, and their de­
clining strength was not sufficient to sus­
tain the shock. Failure of appetite, loss 
of sleep, and dread of greater troubles, 
brought Mr. Anable to the grave at the 
age of sixty-four. His excellent wife 
nobly endeavoured to rally and comfort 
him so long as he lived; but when he was 
gone she also succumbed, and gave up 
the ghost, aged seventy-three. A skilful 
sketcher of first-class Derbyshire charac­
ter could scarcely wish for better speci­
mens than Ja.mes and Elizabeth Anable; 
while a Christian minister may be allowed 
to lament that such sterling moral and 
spiritual excellence is not oftener to be 
found. Bless the Lord for homely, hearty, 
honest, and honourable followers of the 
Saviour! The world will be full of them 
sometime : may it be full of them soon! 
They are " the light of the world," and 
"the salt of the earth." T. Y. 

MRS. MARY JACKSON was the wife of Mr. 
George Jackson, farmer, of Shottle, Derby­
shire. Daring many years she was a 
worthy member of the Baptist Society, 
Wirksworth and Shottle; and every minis­
ter who has enjoyed the privilege of labour­
ing for Jesus in that rural region, must 
have pleasant recollections of her hospi­
tality and goodwill! She felt deeply in­
terested in the prosperity of the Saviour's 
cause; and was always ready to lend a 
helping hand " for the furtherance of the 
gospel." Who could be more regular in 
attendance at the house of God than Mrs. 
Jackson? And who need be more con­
cerned for a pastor's comfort and success? 
Thus she was a "fellow-helper to the 
truth," and a "co-worker to the kingdom 
of God." Mrs. Jackson manifeHted a de­
cided partiality for the denomination to 
which she belonged, and cheerfully assisted 
in 8Upporting its p11 blic institutions; but 
her partiality was vi,ry far removed from 
sectarian exclusiveness: hence, when a 
zealous clergyman began to "hold forth 
the word of life" in Shottle, she invited 
him to her house to meet her own minis­
ter, that there might be a good under­
standing between them, and that she and 
her husband might enjoy the pleasure of 
hearing them con verse respecting " the 

things pertaining to the kingdom of 
heaven." Without pretending that Mrs. 
J. was a perfect model of every Christian 
excellence, it may be confidently affirmed 
that she displayed a pleasing group of 
domestic, social, and spiritual virtues 
which gained her high esteem, and which 
will not easily fade away from the recol. 
lection of those who knew her well. If 
"cleanliness is next to godliness;" if "the 
hand of the diligent maketh rich;" if a 
" deviser of liberal things" shall stand; if 
the " receiver of a prophet, in the name of 
a prophet, shall receive a prophet's re. 
ward," then Mrs. Jackson might well be 
congratulated while she remained upon 
the earth; and she may he justly eulogised 
now she is gone to her heavenly home I 
For several years before her decease there 
was a manifest failure of corporeal vigour, 
but there was also a pleasing development 
of spiritual principle. She had great diffi. 
culty in walking to and from tbe house of 
prayer; but she was determined to go 
there as long as she possibly could, and 
she was privileged to fill up her place 
almost to the last Sabbath of her life! 
Her final affliction was of only a few days 
duration, and was scarcely expected to 
terminate so soon ; but her "house was in 
order;" Jesus was precious to her soul; 
the Holy Spirit had meetened her for 
glory; and she calmly passed away to the 
paradise of God. Mrs. Jackson left no 
family; hut her husband survives to mourn 
her loss. He has long been a deacon of 
the church, and a hearty supporter of the 
Saviour's cause. Far off be the day (D.V.) 
when his obituary shall he called for; but 
whenever it is published, it will be the 
appropriate sequel and counterpart of the 
above. T. Y. 

HoLDGATE.-Jnne 26, 1869, at Hnzle­
wood, George Holdgate, aged eighty-three 
years. He was a member of the General 
Baptist church at Duffield and Windley 
sixty-one years. He was suddenly called 
away, being at the house of Gori one Sab­
bath and the next his spirit was in heaven. 
He was token ill on the Monday, and suf­
fered much for a few d11ys, but bore it with 
Christian patience. His end was peace. 
The day before be died he said to a friend, 
"If I live till tomori-ow it will be just 
sixty-one years since I was baptized." He 
said to another friend, "I can say with 
Job, • though be slay me, yet will I trust in 
Him.'•' During the night before bis death 
he was often hearrl repeating, 

"Cease, fond nature, cease thy strife, 
And let me lnngnish into life." 

He was a libeml supporter of the cause of 
Gofi in the neighbourhood where he lived, 
and a great help on several occasions to 
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the Baptist cause at Duffield. The Bap­
tist chapel and school.room at Windley 
was built mainly by his efforts. In his 
will he bequeathed nineteen guineas to 
the Baptist cause at Windley, and nine­
teen gnineas to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. His death wa~ improved 
on Lord's-day, July 11, by Mr. G. Slack, of 
Derby, to a large and an attentive congre­
uation from the words of the apostle Paul, 
~ Absent from the body, present with the 
Lord," 2 Cor. v. 8. 

NEEDRAM.-Samuel Needham was born, 
Julv 30, 1803, at Quenihorough, 11 small 
fill~ge in Leicestershire. There being no 
dissenting place of worship, his parents 
brought him up to the Church of England. 
When he was comparatively young, a 
clergyman from Syston sometimes came 
over to Queniborough and preached in a 
cottage. It was on one of these occasions 
be became impressed with a sense of his 
sinfulness, and the need in which he stood 
of a personal interest in Christ. When 
the writer met that clergyman a few years 
ago, old and gray-headed, he said, "Do 
you know your father is one of my chil­
dren? He was converted under my minis­
try.'' About this time a number of local 
preachers and friends from Quorndon and 
the neighbourhood, came and preached in 
the village, often under the shade of a 
large tree. In these services the departed 
became deeply interested, and learned the 
way of the Lord more perfectly. Securing 
the co-operation of a few others, a barn 
was kindly let, and fitted up for a place of 
worship. Here W. Rennocks, R. Ball, C. 
Lacey, J. Bailey, J. F. Winks, and mnny 
othArs, were accustomed to preach. A 
Sabbath school was commenced, in which 
many learned to read and to write who 
probably would never have learned either 
but for this school. Through its instru­
mentality several have been brought to 
Christ; and the writer hopes never to for­
get the impressions of which he became 
tha subject there. Feeling anxious for a 
more suitable place of worship, the de­
parted obtained, throngh tbe influence of 
the Rev. J. P. Mursell, of Leicester, the 
gift of a piece of land on which a small 
chapel was built. Here he frequently 
preached, as well as in the surrounding 
villages, l,,ving to dwell on tho simplicities 
of the gospel, which he did, in his own 
way, with great animation and fervour. 
In this work Le enjoyed the hearty co­
operation, not only of the brethren before 
referred to, but of late years of many 
other8, especially from Leicester. It is but 
an expression of grntitnde, which theAe 
brethren deserve, to say, tbnt their lo.hours 
were often crnwned with the diviue Liess-

ing; and though the church is now very 
feeble, several in connection with larger 
churches, some of whom are office-bearers, 
were brought to Christ here. N otbing 
gave to the deceased greater joy than the 
prosperity of the Saviour's cause. More 
than thirty years ago a relative wished him 
to leave the village and become his suc­
cessor in business in Leicester. The offer 
was a tempting one, and would have con­
tributed very materially to his secular ad­
vantage; but he could not see how the 
church was to be carried on if he removed, 
and this induced him to remain. A de­
cision, the wisdom of which he sometimes 
questioned in later years, saying, "The 
Lord could have carried on His cause 
withont me." His services were often re­
quired amongst the sick and dying, which 
services he always rendered with great 
disinterestedness and pleasure. For three 
or four years previous to his death his 
energies greatly failed. At length the 
cause was discovered ; softening of the 
brain had set in. His sufferings, at times, 
were very great, and reason partly failed ; 
but during intervals of consciousness it 
was evident that his trust was still in the 
sinner's Friend. Many neighbours nnd 
friends were very kind in their attentions, 
and in this respect he reaped what he had 
sown. During the week in which he died"' 
lucid interval of a few minutes duration 
was granted, when he lifted up his hea,1 
and said to one of his daughters, " I shall 
soon be with your dear mother in heaven.'' 
He died, June 12, 1868, and ho.s left a 
widow and ten children to mourn their 
loss, but who " sorrow not BR those who 
have no hope." His death was improved 
to a !urge nnd affected congregation by an 
old and much respected friend, Mr. J. 
Hawley, of Leicester. A few weeks ago a 
chaste tablet wns erected in the clurpel, by 
public subscription. of which the followiug 
is a copy:--" In nffectionate remembrance 
of Samuel Needham, of Queoiborough, 
who was Sunday school teacher and 
preacher of the Gospel for forty years, 
and by whose efforts this chapel was 
erected and Sunday school sustained for 
the benefit of the inhabitants; and after 
he had served his generation according to 
the will of God, fell nsleep in Jesus, J uue 
12th, 1868, aged sixty-four years. 

• His toils are past, his work is done, 
And he is fully blest; 

He has fought the fight, the victory won, 
And entered into rest.'" 

R:1.EY.-July 17, 1A09, F.phrnim Riley, 
of Lower Hope Street, Ifalifux, aged thirty­
four years. He was the son of Hichurd, 
( whose decease is noticed in the Reposi­
tory of 1840, p. 417) nud Murtha Riley, of 
Halifax. He was brought up from child-
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hood amongst the General Baptist body at 
Halifax. On attaining the requisite age 
he was placed upon the books of the Sun­
day school, and attended regularly from 
year to year. His attachment to the 
school never diminished; as secretary he 
laboured for years assiduously, and in this 
particular office his peculiar talent for the 
work showed itself prominently in the 
analysis of returns, preparation of reports 
and pl,ms for various duties, which, along 
with bis quiet unobtrusive manner, com­
manded for him such an amount of re­
spect, and such a position in the school, 
that few could exceed. " From his youth 
up" there was always a marked, staid, and 
sober demeanour; and we believe the work 
of grace to have been gradual in his heart; 
he could never point to any particular time 
when the change took place. About three 
years ago he lost his beloved partner, and 
soon after, in deference, perhaps, to her 
expressed wish, he felt it his duty to be 
baptized and join the church at North 
Parade, and he was very cordially received. 
Not like many who enter the church, 
" who sit down and are at ease in Zion," 
he continued to labour with his usual en­
ergv. At the close of last year, such was 
the· esteem of the church, and their con­
fidence in his judgment and uprightness, 
that he wa, elected deacon, and made 
Secretary of the church. J t is pleasing to 
note here, that his grandfather, father, and 
an elder brother, have each held the office 
of deacon in our churches. At the end of 
the year 1868 his health, which had not 
been robust, began to show more marked 
si,,.ns of giving way; but up to within a 
little over a month of his decease he con­
tinued to fulfil his duties until compelled 
to succumb. He was kindly released from 
business, and his duties in connection 
with the church, but he gradually declined. 
Being recommended change of air, it was 
tried ; but the disease bad got too deep 
bold, and he returned no better. About 
this time he felt anxious about the pros­
pect of leaving his two children, who were 
so soon to be orphans; but ere he de­
parted, he felt that God woul~ care for 
them, and consigned them to his fath~rly 
keeping. Though getting weaker, no im­
mediate change was apprehended; but on 
the morning of the day of his decease, he 
grew worse, and though dressed, he re­
mained up,tairs for the first time. About 
noon he fainted, and while medical aid was 
being procured be quietly passed away. Not 
expecting so sudden a removal, he did not 
communicate much; but all feel a confi­
dence that his end was peace, and that be 
is now hymning praises to that Redeemer 
who died that we might live. He was in 
the employ of Mr. James Bairstow, woollen 

merchant, of Halifax, as manager and 
cashier, who, in a letter to his surviving 
relatives, bore testimony to his character 
as follows :-" He was one of the best and 
most conscientious servants I have ever 
had in my employ.'' He thus fulfilled the 
injunction, "diligent in business, fervent 
iu spirit, serving the Lord.'' His remains 
were largely accompanied by his friends to 
their last resting-pince, and borne by his 
companions in !business, were laid in the 
silent tomb, beside the remains of his pre. 
viously departed wife. It can be truly said, 
his two children have lost a kind and 
loving father, his family a. good relation, 
the church a devoted member, the school 
a willing and earnest labourer, his em. 
ployer a faithful and attentive servant, 
and his business companions a true friend. 
It may be said of him with truthfulness, 
he was in life respected, and in death 
lamented. 

SmrH.-M arch 18, 1869, at Long Sutton, 
Lincolnshire, Taborah Smith, in the eighty. 
third year of her age. When very young 
she was left an orphan, and brought up by 
an uncle at Wisbech, Cambridgeshire. 
Early in life she was induced to attend the 
General Baptist chapel, Ely Place, at which 
the late Rev. J. Jarrom was the minister, 
and about the year 1815 she .became a 
member of the church. The annual visit 
of Mr. Jal'rom, accompai;iied by some 
members of his family, and one or more 
of the students, to Walton Dam, where 
Mrs. Smith resided for some years, was 
always regarded as a red letter day in her 
household calendar. The deceased was an 
early and most devoted friend of the Orissa 
Mission; and was never more in her ele­
ment than when talking of the ordination, 
farewell serll\OD, and departure of the Rev. 
J. Peggs, and his colleague, W. Bampton, 
for India. In 1832, with her husband and 
family, she removed to Long Sutton, and 
became a member of the church there, 
then under the pastoral care of the late 
Rev. T. Rogers, and with a short interval 
continued so until her death. MrR. Smith's 
path through life was not always a smooth 
one. The mother of a large family, blind 
for twenty years, and very infirm towards 
the latter part of her life, she yet always 
exercised a bumble and simple trust in the 
death of Christ. The end had been ex­
pected for many months, and when it came 
found her ready for the great change. 
Without anything very remarkable she. 
calmly fell asleep in Jesus, and thus rests 
from the toils and trials of life. J. C. S. 

TRUMAN.-Ang. l!l, after n short illness, 
Frank Arthur Truman, Derby Terrace, 
son of Mr. G. B. Truman, Nottingham, 
aged fifteen. 



VALEDICTORY SERVICES, AND 
DEPARTURE OF MR. AND 
MRS. W. BROOKS, FOR INDIA. 

VALEDICTORY services in connection 
with the departure of the above esteemed 
friends for India, were held at the Arch­
deacon Lane Chapel, Leicester, on Thurs­
day, Ang. 5. A devotional service was 
held in the afternoon, at which the Rev. 
T. Stevenson, the former pastor of the 
missionaries, presided. Many and fer­
vent were the petitions offered by the 
brethren who engaged in prayer in their 
behalf, and of the Mission generally. 

At five o'clock tea was provided in 
the school-room. A large number of 
friends sat down to tea. A public meet­
ing was held in the evening. Thomas 
Hill, Esq., of Nottingham, treasurer of 
the Mission, occupied the chair. Special 
prayer for the missionary was offered by 
the Rev. I. Stubbins. Earnest and 
powerful addresses were delivered by 
the Revs. E. Stevenson, of Lough­
borough, W. R. Stevenson, M.A., of 
Nottingham, W. Bailey of Wymeswold, 
W. Hill of Barton, E. C. Pike, B.A., of 
Coventry, J. J. Goadby of Leicester, 
H. Wilkinson, and J. C. Pike. 

On Wednesday, the 11th nit., Mr. and 
Mrs. Brooks, accompanied by their son, 
embarked on board "The Shannon," 
lying at Gravesend. Mr .. and Mrs. 
Siipper, and several other missionaries 
of the Baptist Society, were passengers 
by the same ship. A number of friends, 
including the Secretaries of the Mission, 
bade them farewell, and wished them 
" God speed," at the ship, although, as 
will be gathered from Mr. Brooks's letter 
to the Secretary, the time allowed them 
on board was very short. 
. The following letter contains the latest 
lDformation from Mr. Brooks. It was 
sent by the pilot, and bore the " Dart­
mouth" post mark :-

" 6hip 'Shannon,' Aug. 13, 1869. 
"My Dear Brother,-It was quite too 

bad to send you and all the friends who 
had come to see us on board, off in such 
au unceremonious a manner; but sailors 
are not generally over considerate of 
Persons' feelings, and, as you would see, 
We left almost immediately. 
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The steamer cast as off before dark, 
we having a favourable wind ; but 
it turned against as, and to-day it 
is miserably wet and cold, wind and 
sea high, and many of the passengers 
laid np. My dear wife is in bed, not at 
all well, the very best place she could be 
in, as on a rainy day on board ship one 
feels almost as Noah's dove did,-that 
there is scarce a dry place for the sole of 
one's foot. Myself and son got np to 
breakfast, but it required no little 
resolution on my part to do so. 

We do not yet know sufficient of our 
fellow voyagers to be able to judge what 
sort of a company we have, except the 
missionary party. Some have left Eng­
land under very painful circomstances; 
others are looking forward with delight 
at the prospect of being again united to 
loved ones in India. As for ourselves, 
we feel calm and resigned, believing that 
we are in the right way. I have no 
misgivings whatever on this score. I 
have not made, and shall not make, any 
rash vows or promises; bot so long as I 
feel as I do now, my way is clear. If 
the Lord otherwise disposes for ns, even 
so. I trust I feel thankful for my 
restored health. I certainly am stronger, 
and have felt the fatigue and barrass of 
preparation much less than in 1862. 

I would take this opportunity of 
thanking the committee and officers of 
the society for the confidence repQsed in 

· me, and kindness shown to me and 
mine. The same thanks I would-tender 
to many friends, far and near, for their 
kindness to as. I beg also to tender my 
best thanks to a goodly number of 
friends who have so promptly and gen­
erously responded to the appeal I made 
for funds to enable me to take out a 
number of surgical instruments and 
books for my use in Orissa. They will 
be glad to know that I have received £1 
over tbe sum asked for. Aided some­
what by the house surgeon of the In­
finnary, a selection has been made of 
both instruments and books; and I have 
a balance in band with which to pur­
chase a number of medicines in Calcutta, 
-the missionaries having the privilege 
of purchasing from Government stores 
at a reduced rate. I trust I shall be 
enabled to turn these to good use. 
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There is one matter connected with 
oar retorn to Orissa which I very deep­
ly regret, and that is, that no additional 
help is being sent along with us to our 
already over-burdened brethren and 
sisters, especially as there is every pros­
pect of a still further reduction in their 
small number next cold season. This 
sad fact will be a blow to all the friends in 
Orissa. In a letter recently received from 
Mrs. Lacey, after saying that the thought 
of our being amongst them again was 
'very pleasant indeed,' she asks, 'What 
is to become of the Mission, if no one 
comes out to take Mr. Goadby's place? 
Will the General Baptists allow the work 
to stand still and die out P Is there no 
money amongst them ? and no young 
men to be found to carry on the fight with 
Satan at his stronghold? Mr~.Goadby has 
been at Pooree for six weeks, and is now 
talking of going home very soon. Miss 
Packer can carry on the schools efficiently; 
but no woman can fill a pastor's office.' 
I trnst that very soon help will be sent. 

I have no idea when the pilot will 
leave us, bot wish to have this ready. 
I suppose we have passed Portsmouth, 
but have frequently to ''bout ship.' 
With Christian love, and asking an in­
terest in the prayers of all our friends, 

I am very truly yours, 
W. BROOKS. 

To the Be-o. J. C. Pike." 

RECENT BAPTISMS IN ORISSA. 
APRIL 6, one young person was haptized 
at Choga by Paul Singh, the native 
preacher there. 

May 2, seven were baptized at Cut­
tack by Mr. Bailey, and afterwards re­
ceived into the fellowship of the church 
by Mr. Miller. 

On the same day four were baptized 
at Piplee, after a sermon by Mr. Buckley. 
The ordinance was administered by 
Kambhoo Naik. 

May 9, one was baptized at Choga. 
J uue 6, three young persons from the 

male orphanage were baptized at Cuttack 
by Jagoo. 

July 4, nineteen were baptized at 
Cuttack by Mr. Miller, eleven of t~em 
being Miss Guignard's orphan girls, 
and four Mrs. Buckley's. Ghanushyam 
preached on the occasion from Jeremiah 
l. 5, 4, and in the afternoon Mr. Buckl_ey 
exhorted the newly-baptized to desire 
the sincere milk of the word that they 
might grow thereby. With bumble 

thankfulness we have to state that this 
is the largest accession we have ever had 
at once. The Lord keep them by His 
power through faith unto salvation, and 
give us to see greater things than these 
We have still twenty candidates. · 

On the same day, at Piplee, eleven 
were baptized, and in the afternoon re­
ceived into the church by Mr. Bailey. 
It was a day of much noly enjoyment. 
Here, too, there is a large number of 
candidates. Blessed be the Lord for 
these tokens for good that He is show. 
iug us, but we want help. J.B. 

NOTES OF A COLD SEASON 
TOUR. 

BY THE BEV. T, BAILEY, 

(Oonclludedfrom page 267.J 
THERE were here again many traces of 
the heavy floods; the trees, to the height 
of ten or fifteen feet, were choked with 
the grass, leaves, and debris left by the 
receding waters ; many houses had been 
entirely swept away, others were in 
ruins, and nearly all were injg:red more 
or less. On the morning after our 
arrival, I saw some boys gathering fruit 
from a tree in what appeared to be the 
the remains of a garden ; and as I was 
near at the time, I went up and asked 
them whether there bad not been a 
house there. "Yes," was the reply; 
"bat it was carried away by the floods." 
" Whose was it P" I asked. •• Ours," 
was the prompt rejoinder. "Aud why 
were you not carried away too?" They 
now entered into the spirit of my in­
quiries, and went on to relate bow a 
boat had been sent to their rescue, and 
all the children escaped to the high land; 
but their parents, in the hope of saving 
something from the wreck, had climbed 
into one of the trees which they pointed 
oat, but that the floods rose higher and 
higher, till all their rice, and goods, and 
cattle were swept away. They said 
how that the whole country was like one 
vast sea, and down where the river 
went and the current was strongest, they 
had seen all kinds of animals floating 
past ; also many roofs of houses,· with 
men, women, and children clinging. to 
them for safety ; but that all were v10• 
lently hurried past by the surging, angry 
waters. Considering the magnitude ~f 
the calamity, it is surprising that in tlJJS 
district so few human Jives were lost. I 
was told of one man who, weak with 
fasting, fell asleep in the branches of the 
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tree where be bad taken rerage, lost bis 
bold, and sank into the waters to rise no 
more. Others slipped from the roofs of 
houses as they were being carried down 
the stream ; and one poor little infant 
had been born in this perilous situation. 
Jn one village of five hundred honsee, 
only five bad remained nninjnred ; 
three-fourths of the crops bad been 
destroyed, and there was great didtrees 
in consequence. We did not fail to im­
prove the circumstance, and to remind 
the people that not only bad their gods 
been powerless to save them, bot in 
many cases bad themselves been swept 
away, temples, altars, and all. 

We left on Friday morning, and 
journeyed to .Aquapaddab, a village on 
the main road from Cuttack to Calcutta. 
When the brethren arrived, they brought 
with them "a little maid," apparently 
about ·ten years of age, whom they 
described as friendless and an orphan, 
and asked whether Mrs. Buckley could 
not take her into her school. The poor 
creature ·was very timid for a time, but 
after a little coaxing told her tale of 
sorrow, which is a very affecting one. 
Her name is Doora ; her parents had a 
little land to cultivate, and a pair of 
bullocks, and she had three little 
brothers, bat all died during the famine. 
The mother was the first to succumb. 
She became unwell, and could not eat 
the herbs on which they were obliged to 
subsist; and as no better food could be 
procured, she died. They were too 
poor to bay wood to burn the body with, 
and it was "thrown somewhere." The 
father, who had been suffering from 
fever, now took one of the bullocks to 
sell at a neighbouring village, and buy a 
little rice with the money. He was 
absent for four or five days, and the 
children were left to manage as beet 
they could. Doora and a little brother 
then went out to seek their father, and 
after a time found him in the jungle 
near home at the foot of a tree, and 
quite dead ; bis clothes and all he had 
with him bad been taken away. The 
little brother's body now began to swell, 
and he died. Another brother, in the 
pangs of hunger, entered a neighbour's 
house to seek for food, and being detected, 
Was so severely beaten that he died, aud 
the last surviving brother soon followed. 
Doora now began to wander from village 
to village, and was ultimately taken into 
the house of a brahmin at .A.uuudpore, as 
a kind of servant; but owing to the 

terrible floods in Jane, and the sabse­
qaent failure of the crops, the circum­
stances of this family became so reduced, 
that they coald not retain her longer; 
"gelli ma" therefore gave her an "odoli" 
(not quite a halfpenny), and sent her to 
seek her living elsewhere. She now 
again wandered from village to village, 
sleeping in verandahs, and eating any 
thing she could beg or procure, until she 
reached the festival at Sarasani, and 
was found by onr people. A coolie from 
Cnttack arrived a, Aqaapaddah the same 
evening, and on the following morning I 
gave her a few pice for the way, and 
sent her in to Cattack with him. 

I regret to add, as the sequel to this 
story, that after being received into the 
school and treated with every kindness, 
and having apparently become as happy 
and contented as a child could be, her 
wandering spirit returned, and she sud­
denly disappeared; and though every 
inquiry bas been made about her, up to 
the present it has been with no results. 

Our work during the next few days 
Jay for the most part in the markets and 
villages skirting the main road. Many 
of these are very small, and we had to 
contend with a mnch greater amouut of 
indifference and prejudice than in the 
former parts of our journey. Many of 
the people firmly believe that the gods 
are able to cure their diseases, soothe 
their sorrows, and avert the various 
calamities that threaten them. In almost 
every village stories are current of 
miraculous cores effected by the village 
idols, and great calamities are expected 
to follow the neglect of them. Many of 
the people have some knowledge of the 
ten commandments, and prize them 
highly, but for the most part suppose 
that they are extracted from their own 
shastres. They also manifest consider­
able interest in bearing of the works and 
glory of Christ, and would willingly 
receive Him into the number of their 
gods; bot they say they can never give 
op Krishna, and it is very wrong of as 
to abuse him. Immense gangs of coolies 
were at work re-making the road in 
different places where it had been washed 
away by the floods, and we had very 
excellent opportunities of couversatiou 
with them. Little knots of pilgrims 
were also continually passing on their 
way to and from the different shrines in 
Orissa. A large uumber of these were 
from the extrewe north of Upper ludia, 
and with their rude and quaint-looking 
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cars would have to travel several months 
before again reaching their homes-many 
of them, indeed, would probably never 
do so, but fall victims to cholera or 
other diseases on the way. 

On the 18th we arrived at Bhudruck, 
the most northerly point reached in our 
tour, and generally regarded as our Mis­
sion boundary in that direction, the 
villages beyond being in the Balasore 
district., and under the care of our 
American brethren. A magistrate and 
other European officers are stationed 
here, and the native parts of the town 
wear a thriving aspect. Some years ago 
our native brethren Sebo Patra and 
Sanantani Das were located here, and 
occupied a house not more than a stone's 
throw from where our tent was pitched. 
The magistrate at that time was a pious 
man and a warm friend to the Mission, 
and greatly helped onr brethren; but 
shortly after he left it was found needful 
to remove them to other parts of the 
field where their services were more 
urgently required. 

\Ve had on several occasions very 
large congregations during our stay here. 
The first was in the new bazaar the 
evening after oar arrival, though we had 
met with many persons during the day. 
After listening for a time, an old man 
said to Jagoo, "I have now lived in 
idolatry for more than fifty years, and 
have found no peace or satisfaction, can 
Christ receive such as me ?" " Yes, 
brother," was the reply ; " Christ is 
able as He is willing to save the oldest 
and most confirmed of sinners, and it is 
the most urgent duty of all to seek Him 
before the opportunity is gone for ever." 
"But," the old man said, "how shall we 
whose forefathers have worshipped idols 
for so many generations, how can we 
tear ourselves from them, and how can 
we prove that this religion is true?" 
"Oh," it was said, "as to renouncing 
the ways of your fathers, you are many 
of you doing things every day which 
your fathers never did, and never 
dreamed of doing-things that in the 
sbastres are not so much as alluded to. 
For the sake of worldly gain, hrahmins 
of the highest caste do not scruple to 
take situations under Government; and 
why fur the infinitely higher spiritual 
gain should yon not embrace Christ?" 
He could assure them of the truth of the 
reli~ion, for be bad himself experienced 
it for many years, and this was the 
very way of fully proving its worth. 

"Well," said another, "and what has 
this religion <lone for you ? has• it made 
you sinless ?" " Alas !" it was freely 
acknowledged, "we are all sinners; but 
there is all the difference iu the world 
between a man who seeks deliverance iu 
the right way, and one who does so in 
the wrong; one is iu the way of holi­
ness and eternal life, the otlrer of ruin 
and eternal misery." A brahmin who 
opposed us was ably dealt with by 
Makunda Sahu. The common people 
are never so well suited as when the 
vices and deceitfulness of these op­
pressors are exposed, and they now 
listened with evident satisfaction and 
occasional acclamations to such a skilful 
"bethumping of words" as I have 
seldom heard, and in the end the dis­
turber himself found it to his interest to 
retire and leave us to pursue oar work 
in peaM. On the Wednesday we at­
tended one of the largest ordinary weekly 
markets I have ever seen. The brethren 
thought there could not be less than 
10,000 persons present, and tlie proba­
bility is that this estimate was consider­
ably exceeded. We bad therefore ample 
work for the day. Many of the people 
came from distant villages, and numbers 
bad seldom or never heard the gospel 
before. In these cases it was often 
difficult to secure the kind of hewing 
most likely to produce results, but we 
" sow beside all waters," and pray fot 
the blessing of God that fruit may be 
gathered, though in some cases it may 
be "after many days." Our further 
labours amongst the people of the town 
brought us into contact with many who 
were well acquainted with cbristianity­
the result, no doubt, of former labours 
by honoured servants of God, some of 
whom have been called to their rest. 

Our next "centre" was Jajipore­
" the city of sacrifice," as its name im­
plies, and one of the most famous shrines 
in Orissa. Here are some of the most 
interesting memorials of ancient Hindbo 
idolatry, and many very striking evi­
dences of Mussulman tyranny. Tile 
shrine is said to have been a famous 
place of resort more than a thousand 
years ago, and some of the older temples 
probably date from that early period. 

The whole place abounds with tern· 
pies and shrines, and the filthy emblems 
of Mahadabe are under almost every 
green tree. The brahmins are a numer· 
ous and privileged class, and bear a close 
resemblance to their brethren at Pooree 
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11nd the other celebrated shrines. We 
were struck with their generally carry­
ing about with them what appeared to 
be huge native shastres; but found, on 
inquiry, that they were books containing 
the names and pedigrees of the pilgrims 
who have formerly sought merit by pay­
ing their homage here, and whenever a 
party of pilgrims arrives, diligent search 
is made in these books for their names, 
or the names of their relatives and ances­
tors, and whoever is fortunate enough to 
possess the one that contains them, 
claims the pilgrims as bis own, shows 
them all there is to be seen, and eagerly 
pockets all they have to give. 

The famine was felt with great severity 
here ; whole streets of houses are in 
ruins, and traces of one kind or another 
are met with in all parts of the town. 
The floods also broke up and in some 
places swept away the only made road 
leading from the town to the Calcutta 
highway, so that comparatively few pil­
grims were visiting the place when we 
were there; we saw only one large 
party, and they were from Nepaul, in 
the extreme north of India. 

The general aspect of the town is of 
one whose glory is a thing of the past ; 
it was once a flourishing and important 
capital, it is now fast sinking into an in­
considerable village, and perhaps no­
where are the changes of the past and 
present more vividly illustrated: the 
Hindoo and Mussulman have both 
yielded the sceptre to an alien race, 
and the deeper spiritual change seems 
shadowed forth when Krishna and Ma­
hornet shall yield to the gentle sway of 
Christ. · 

Our agent, Ram Das, has now been 
labouring in the district for five years, 
and he tells me that many of the preju­
dices of former years have disappeared. 
The neighbourhood is one, in some re­
spects, specially adapted for missionary 
labour, as markets are held at reachable 
distances every day in the week. We 
were fully employed all the time we 
spent here, and could have usefully re­
mained a much longer period. 

We next spent a few days at Khun­
dittar, on oar return journey. Arrived 
there on Friday, Jan. 29, and in the 
aftemoon went over the land with the 
people to see the amount of damage 
done by the floods. The surface soil has 
to II great extent, been washed away. 
It had been enriched by many years of 
cultivation, and was very fertile; that 

which remains is a poor subsoil, which 
for a long time will yield but a meagre 
return for any labour expended upon it. 
All that the people ask is that another 
patch of land be procured for them in 
addition to what they have, and there is 
such a patch obtainable about three 
miles away. I accompanied two of 
their number to see it-it lies contiguous 
to the high road, is fertile, not liable to 
be washed away by the floods, and ap­
pears in every respect to be suitable. It 
might be either purchased or rented at a 
reasonable rate, and would be a great 
acquisition. 

We spent some time on Friday at the 
grave of the late excellent Seebo Sahu, 
whose memory is very fresh and precious 
to the christian commnnity here. Several 
interesting particulars were related about 
him. The first chri~tian tract he received 
was given him at Pooree, and he never 
rested afterwards till he bad found peace 
in Christ. He was held in great repote 
through the whole district for his skill in 
native medicines, and " bis mouth was 
always open" to speak of Christ and 
His great salvation. They relate how 
that every day great numbers of people 
came to see him, a!la tllat-Jlis ready 
tongue, and powerful voice, might ne 
beard at all hours, and frequently till far 
into the night. He was evidently a 
medical missionary of a very high type. 
The house in which be lived as a Hindoo 
is not far from the christian village, and 
we were deeply interestecj. in going to see 
it on Saturday morning. It is now oc­
cupied by three of his nephews, for 
whom be is said to have offered many 
prayers. One was sitting in the veran­
dah wbea we arrived-a young man 
apparently about twenty years of age­
and it was sad beyond expression to see 
the dust still clinging to his forehead 
from his morning's idolatries. There 
was a little toolsi-tree growing close to 
the house, aod he had evidently been 
prostrating himself on the ground before 
it; the house too had the common idola­
trous marks upon its walls. He appeared 
pleased and interested to see us, was 
soon joined by a younger brother, and I 
thought they listened with some approval 
to what we said of Christ as the only 
Saviour, but their words were few. 

A little further ou we came to the 
house where oar good brother Damudar 
had lived before embracing christianity ; 
the house is still occupied by some of his 
relatives. On leaving Jagoo took ho!J 
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of my arm and pointed out a tree which 
he said Damudar's mother, while alive, 
had worshipped most assiduously; it 
was then, no doubt, carefully watched and 
f,euded, but is now surrounded by jungle. 
Both the father and mother made a great 
grief of Damu<lar's becoming a christian, 
and the ties of affection were so strong 
that for a time he returned lo them and 
became once more an idolater, but his 
conscience gave him no peace till he had 
finally renounced all for Christ. The 
father is said to have died of a broken 
heart, and the mother could never be 
prevailed upon to join her son. 

We next arrived at Chattia Bazaar, 
where there is a little property belonging 
to the Mission, in the shape of land and 
houses. The land is generally unsuitable 
for cultivation, and the houses yield but 
a very slender rental. 

Our last encampment was at Tangby, 
about twelve miles from Cuttack. It 
was from this village that Gunga Dhor 
renounced caste, and embraced the only 
true Saviour of sinners. The peorle are 
well acquainted with cbristianity, and 
know our preachers intimately. We 
had good congregations, both at the vil­
lage andln-1.he market. On the latter 

occasion I was struck with the respect 
the people manifested for age and grey 
hairs. Maknnda and George, both of 
them young men, had been speaking at 
some length, until some of the people 
began to exhibit signs of -a desire to 
leave. As, however, the latter drew to 
a close, and J agoo prepared to address 
them, all clustered around us afresh, one 
of the most intelligent of them saying, 
"let us hear the old man; he comes to 
see us every year, and we lik0 to hea1· 
what he bas to say." Aud the "old 
man" was well equal to the occasion 
and altogether delivered a singular!; 
appropriate and effective address, well 
illustrating by it a remark he had made 
to me a few days previous, that as mis­
sionaries and ministers of Chriet to the 
heathen, we had now to occupy ground 
in many respects quite different from 
that of our predecessors ; that there is 
now no necessity to prove the folly of 
idolatry, as all admit it: our work is to 
preach the gospel in its fulness and 
purity. Need I say that this was the 
object we had striven to keep steadily 
in view in all our wanderings? May 
God in mercy crown the whole of our 
labours with His all-effectual blessing! 

ANNUAL REPORT.-We are happy to find that the Missionary Report bas been 
already published. This is considerably earlier than. in some former years. The parcels 
have all been sent out. If any friends have not received them they should apply to the 
printers, Messrs. Wilkins & Ellis, Derby, or to the Secretary, Leicester. 

jonign Jetttra !leceilreh. 
CUTTACK.-T. Ba.iley, June 1. - I CuTTACK.-Mrss GUIGNARD, May 10 . 

., -J. Buckley, May 6, 7, June 7, 21, · ., -W. MILLER, April 26, May 7, 
July 10, 17. PIPLEE,-Mrs. Goadby, April 30, June 13, 19. 

Qi: ontribution s 
RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT OF THE UENERAL BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

FROM JUNE 20th, TO AUGUST 20th, 1869. 
N.B.-Sums acknowledged in the Annual Report not included in the following list, 

\ 

Boston, Rev. T. W. 
Mathews ........ . 

Bristol, Propo;tion of 
CoL at Bap. Union 
Meeting 

Crich 
Gosberlon ,.. ... , .. 
Hnverfordwest, Rev. G. 

H, Rouse, LL.B. 

£ s. d. 

1 1 0 

2 10 0 
1 15 4 
6 4 3 

1 0 0 

£ s. d. 
Hucknall Torkard, Mr. 

Calla.dine .. , .. , ... 2 0 0 
Leicester, Archdeacon 

Lane, Col. at Valedic-
tory Services ,.. ,.. 5 6 O 

Malvern, J. Reynold•, 
Esq., Legacy -· ... 20 0 0 

Morcott & Barrowden 8 4 9 

£ s. d, 
Nottinglu<m ... ,.. ... 10 18 
Sheffield, Col. at Annual 

Meeting ,.. .. .. , 18 8 O 
---Sac, CoL ..... 6 O 0 
Snmrden .. , .. , ... , .. 3 4, O 
StanLonbury, for Orphan 0 19 ~ 
Tring ... .., ... , .. 1 12 
Whittlesea, boxes .. , 0 0 0 
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LIFE OUT OF DEATH. 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die it 
abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit.-John xii. 24. 

IF a grain of wheat be deposited in 
a cool, dry chamber, these two things 
will occur : it will not decay for 
years, perhaps not for ages, and it 
will yield no increase. If that grain 
be sown in a fertile soil, these two 
results will follow : first, it will de­
cay ; next, it will spring up into a 
fruitful life, increasing sixty or a 
hundred fold. The ultimate fact is, 
that the wheat passes through death 
into a higher form of life. It can 
attain unto fruit bearing in no other 
way, than by dying first in the bosom 
of the earth, and then coming to life 
again. 

Now our Saviour employs these 
well-known truths to set forth the 
principle that in the spiritual world, 
as in the natural, life springs forth 
afresh out of death. Next, the new 
life is often better than the old ; it 
emerges out of death into a new and 
higher form of life. Fruit springing 
from the buried seed, a new growth 
proceeding from the death of the 
old-that is the profound lesson of 
the text. We may find illustrations 
of this lesson in four well-marked 
\nstances-in the passion of Christ; 
lll the history of Christianity ; in 

VoL, LXXI.-NEw SEBIEB, No. 34, 

the experience of the Christian ; and 
in the resurrection of the dead. 

I. In the first place, let us look 
into the personal history of Christ. 
Jesus uttered these words only two 
or three days before His crucifixion. 
The Passover was just at hand. 
Jerusalem was rapidly filling up with 
strangers from all parts of the Roman 
Empire. Jesus had entered the city 
as a king, greeted by the multitude, 
they bearing palm branches and 
shouting hosannas. Some of the 
strangers having heard of his fame, 
came to Philip and said, ".Sir, we 
would see Jesus." When their re­
quest was made known to Christ by 
Andrew and Philip, he made this 
remarkable reply : " The hour is 
come when the Son of man shall be 
glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto 
yon, exeept a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and die it abideth alone, 
but if it die it bringeth forth mueh 
fruit." Neither the strangers nor 
the disciples fully understood the 
reply ; but to us it is very plain. 
Its meaning is this : If these inquisi­
tive strangers had seen Jesus they 
would have been disappointed. Thero 
was nothing very imposing in His 



302 Life out of Death. 

person as men looked upon it. He 
was to outward appearance no more 
than a man-a calm, gentle, yet reso­
lute and earnest man. True, His 
words were clothed with a divine 
power ; they had just now given life 
to the dead Lazarus ; yet His voice 
sounded in the ears of living men 
like the human voice. He was to 
the seeming only a man, very weary, 
perhaps, in His life-long labours; 
very solitary in the solitude of His 
human-divine nature; very sad with 
the sadness which the cross was 
casting like a shadow upon His 
benignant countenance, but to the 
mere casual observer, He was not dis­
tinguishable from a hundred thou­
sand men at that time thronging the 
streets of the great metropolis. In 
a little time, however, everything 
about Him would put on altogether 
another colour. " The hour is come," 
said He, " that the Son of man should 
be glorified." But, He added, He 
must reach this glory through the 
gates of the grave. Like the corn 
of wheat which falls into the gTound 
and dies, so the Son of man must 
pass thr.ough death unto " the glory 
which He had with the Father be­
fore the world was." From the 
ladder of the .cross He should reach 
up and take the crown-through the 
tomb, dark and damp within, guarded 
without by heathen soldiers, he should 
tread His way to the throne. Out of 
the depths of ignominy ; out of the 
cold obstruction of the grave where 
He lay dead and buried, He arose to 
a life of eternal fullness and glory. 
This was the personal aspect of the 
case. We must add to this His 
official work as our Redeemer. He 
could save us in no other way than 
by dying for us. He must obey the 
precept of the law, and He must 
endure its penalty, becoming obe­
dient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. Accordingly our text re­
ceives His own profound exposition 
in the words that closely follow it in 
the chapter : "And I, if I be lifted 

up from the earth will draw all men 
unto me. This He · said, signifying 
what death He should die." As the 
sequences and fruits of His death 
witness His resurrection on the third 
day, His ascension into heaven and 
His enthronement there on the sixth 
day ; witness the wonders of Pente­
cost on the fifteenth day-when He 
by the right hand of God, exalted; 
shed forth the power of the Holy 
Ghost. While He lived His glory 
was hidden-even as in the unsown 
corn of wheat, the vital power of the 
germ is suspended. But He died, 
and His glory stood revealed, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father. 

II. In the second place, let us 
consider the history of Christianity. 

Its origin furnishes a striking 
illustration •Of the text. No fact is 
better known than this. Christianity 
arose out of the decay and death of 
Judaism. That the Jewish religion 
was divinely revealed is unquestion­
able. That it was a manifestation 
of the covenant of grace is unques­
tionable. That it was established 
by the hand of God, made bare in 
the calling of .Abraham, in the re­
moval of the chosen people to Egypt, 
in their deliverance from the house 
of bondage by the ten plagues, and 
by the miracle at the Red Sea ; in 
the forty years' wandering ; in the 
giving of the law ; in the pillar of 
clould and of fire, in the midst of 
which the Almighty marched before 
His moving hosts through the wil­
derness ; in the crossing of .the J or­
dan, and in the conquest of ·canaan, 
and in the wonderful history of the 
following ages-all this is well known 
among us. But Judaism was like 
the corn of wheat, it was of litt~e 
worth comparatively so long as it 
abode alone. At the close of fifteen 
hundred years it was destined to 
pass away. Its integument mu~t 
fall off, its substance must decay, Ill 

order that its undying germ may 
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start into life. Jel'llllru:em was utterly 
demolished by the Romans, and with 
it perished the Jewish nationality. 
Then the temple was razed to its 
foundations, and the daily sacrifices 
and all the offices of the priesthood 
ceased for ever, and with that the 
life of the Jew's religion went out. 
Finally, the Sabbath of the Jews 
was desecrated and turned into a 
day of traffic, and a day of traffic 
became the true Sabbath. With that 
fatal blow the last hope and possi­
bility of a restored Judaism perished. 
For when the nationality of a theo­
cratic State is overthrown ; when, 
also, its religion is superseded ; and 
when, finally, its sacred day is dese­
crated forever, nothing remains for 
the people but dispersion, or for 
the church but extinction. Thus 
Judaism, like a corn of wheat, fell 
into the ground :and died. But 
what sprang forth from its hidden 
germ ? Christianity, is the reply, a 
purer, brighter, more permanent dis­
pensation. Not with a high priest 
of the order of Levi, but one after 
an order of the Divine ; holy, harm­
less, undefiled, separate from sinners. 
Not with a lamb from the pasture, 
or the sheep-fold, but the lamb of 
God, taken out of His own bosom, 
out of His own undivided and eter­
nal substance. Not religious truth 
as imperfectly exhibited in types and 
symbols, but truth as revealed in 
mid-day clearness in the Scriptures 
of the New Testament. Taking 
Judaism as the corn of wheat, taking 
the true religion as enveloped in its 
hidden germ, taking the extinction 
of Judaism as the decay of the wheat, 
taking Christianity as the fruit which 
has sprung out of its bosom, what 
oan be more striking than the lesson 
of the text? 

But the history of the early spread 
of Christianity should also be con­
sidered. You will remember that 
the Gospel was first planted in 
Jerusalem. The apostles were all 
gathered together within its walls ; 

the scenes of Pentecost took place 
there ; all the earlier developments 
of the constitution of the church 
took place there. For about six 
years, as the learned suppose, the 
Gospel was shut up within the walls 
of this single city. The apostles did 
not go beyond its precints to preach 
the Gospel, and to found new con­
gregations of believers ; nor did they 
ordain other brethren to do this work. 
Now the problem to be solved was 
how to get the Gospel carried beyond 
the gates of its native city, and how 
to prevent its being shut up there, 
walled in, and so finally strangled in 
its cradle. It was like the handful 
of unsown wheat ;-very safe and 
sound indeed, and undecaying in the 
granary ;-but it abode alone. Now 
mark what followed. A persecution 
arose. Its fury fell upon Stephen, a 
man full of faith and the Holy Ghost. 
He was cast out of the city and 
stoned ; and from this the persecu­
tion went on until the disciples were 
scattered abroad throughout Judea 
and Samaria. No doubt the Chris­
tians were filled with dismay at the 
bloody death of Stephen, and the 
necessity which compelled them to 
flee for their lives. Perhaps the 
more timid of them said to one 
another, "Our church in Jerusalem 
is broken up; scattered we are all 
over the land ; exiled from our home 
and pastors and places of worship. 
Alas ! the cause of Christ is ruined." 
But not so-for we read that the 
disciples, scattered abroad from J eru­
salem, went everywhere, preaching 
the word. Hence, the death of 
Stephen came to be like the dying of 
the seed corn, the assurance of a 
wide harvest. 

Just so has it been in all the ages 
of Christianity. As this faith sprang 
into life out of a crucifixion-even 
out of the crucifix.ion and dead 
majesty of the Son of God-so it 
has from age to age taken on new 
life and power from persecutions and 
apostacies. Many a, time it has been 
• 
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reduced to so small a company as to 
remind us of the ark built by Noah, 
"wherein few, that is, eight souls 
were saved ; " but after the deluge 
has passed, they have built again the 
altar of God and become a great 
people. Many a time the church 
has begun at the beginning ; it has 
begun anew; it has begun small; 
it has built again from the ground­
the ground covered by the ruins of 
its former self. And so the church 
has gone on through all the ages 
past-through apostate ages, martyr 
ages, reformation ages-and such, 
perhaps, will be its future career 
through other ages, it may be ages 
darker and bloodier still, until at 
last all obstacles shall be removed, 
and it shall spread over the wide 
world. · 

III. In the third place let us 
take into account the religious ex­
perience of the true believer. His 
experience begins with the work of 
regeneration. We shall find, on re­
flection, that there is a double work 
of slaying and making alive. Con­
sider the inherent and inveterate 
sinfnlness of human nature. Sin is 
not an external defilement, like the 
dust or the rain upon the traveller's 
garments, which can. be brushed or 
shaken off: it is an inward depravity. 
It is not something unnatural or 
accidental to the soul, like a flesh 
wound in the body, or a broken bone 
which can be healed by the surgery 
of nature and of art : it "is an inte­
gral element of our fallen nature, 
innate and connate, born with us 
and within us, and cleaving to us as 
part and parcel of our very selves. 

Consider, also, the vitality of our 
corrupt affections. These are by no 
means torpid or dormant inmates of 
the human bosom. They are vital, 
sleepless, eager passions ; they are 
herculean powers ; their force and 
name is legion-envy, hatred, wrath, 
idolatry, avarice, ambition, dissimu­
lation, revenge, lust, gluttony, 

• 

drunkenness, mm-der, and such like. 
Now will any sensible man with 
eyes that look out upon human 
society, and eyes that look in upon 
the human heart ; will any observ­
ing and candid man deny that these 
11assions, these depravities, are living 
permanent, and mighty powers i~ 
the human bosom ? Will any man 
say that they exist only here and 
there, and that when they do exist 
they are for the most part quiescent, 
hard to be roused, easy to be allayed ? 
Nay, nay, such is not human nature. 
Man's soul is itself so intensely 
active, so vital in every part, that it 
communicates a life and power to 
every passion, be it noble or be it 
base. Let no man flatter himself 
that his depravities are half dead 
and his virtues are ever on the alert ; 
that his evil passions are like a com­
pany of convicts bound in chains, 
cowed and subdued, and asleep in 
their cells, while his virtues are the 
vigilant sentinels keeping perpetual 
watch and guard all around. Nay, 
nay, in many a bosom there has 
been a mutiny, the virtues are 
strangled, and the vices are all at 
large like a company of banditti. 

What, then, is regeneration as to 
the nature of it ? It is described in 
Scripture as the new· birth, the new 
creation, the resurrection from the 
dead. What is the meaning of 
these expressions ? Tliey are not 
mere words, sounds. They set forth 
the necessity of a radical change of 
heart-a revolutionary change in the 
ruling passions. This is a process 
of death first and then life. . These 
depravities, this envy, hatred, wrath, 
idolatry, avarice, ambition, dissimu­
lation, revenge, l111it, gluttony, 
drunkenness, must be put to death. 
Then the opposite qualities must 
spring into life. What are these_? 
Let the Scripture reply : "The frmt 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meelmess, temperance.'' These 
must take root and life in the soul. 
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This double process, the death of 
the corrupt affections, the life of the 
holy, this death and life, and life 
springing out of death-this is 
regeneration. 

But I must give you the Scripture 
for all this. Paul says : " If ye 
through the Spirit [the Holy Spirit] 
do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live." Again he says : 
"Mortify, therefore, your members 
which are upon earth ; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, 
evil concupisence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry." The leading 
word here is mortify, conveying the 
idea not only of death, but of disso­
lution that follows death. If you 
doubt whether the word be so used, 
if you suggest that it is employed in 
the -sense of putting these wrong 
affections to shame, and not to 
death, all that is met by other pas­
sages. For example, Paul says : 
"They that are Christ's have crucified 
the flesh with the affections and 
lusts." That word crucified is full 
of meaning. Again he says : "God 
forbid that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world." In 
another place he further explains the 
subject thus : " Knowing then that 
our old man is crucified that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve 
sin." And in another place he goes 
a step further, and brings together 
the crucifixion of the old or natural 
man, and the life of the new or 
regenerated man : " I am crucified 
with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me, and 
the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me." Now let us sub­
ject this testimony to a brief analysis. 
In the first place, it represents the 
nature of man as wicked-as subject 
to evil passions. In the second place 
it proves that these native depravi-

ties must be put to death. For if it 
is not clear that mortification in­
volves the idea of death, it is clear 
that crucifixion is a putting to death. 
In the third place they prove that 
this slaying of the enmity of the 
heart is a process unspeakably pain­
ful. Paul speaks of crucifying the 
flesh ; he says : " I am crucified 
unto the world''-" our old man is 
crucified"-" I am crucified with 
Christ." All this describes the 
terrible struggle which goes on in 
the human bosom under the process 
of regeneration. These corrupt affec­
tions die hard. They have derived 
such a vitality from the soul in 
which they dwell, that they can only 
be destroyed by a crucifixion, and 
they cleave so intimately to the man 
that to crucify them is to crucify 
him. I, says Paul, am crucified 
with Christ. Our old man is cruci­
fied with Him. It all marks the 
frightful power of sin in the soul, 
and the desperate struggles it main­
tains for a perpetual existence. It 
proves that regeneration is a process 
of death as well as life-death first, 
then life-life out of death. 

IV. Let us now consider the ex­
pectation of the believer. 

The particular expectation to 
which I refer is the resurrection of 
the body. Christ does not -redeem 
the body from death by rl:)versing 
the sentence of God which has con­
signed it to the grave. 

He has resolved upon another 
method for the redemption of the 
body. It is this : He allowed it to 
die, to be buried, to be wholly dis­
solved-the dust to return to the 
dust-the corruptible to see co1n1p­
tion. At the appointed time He 
will raise the body alive out of the 
grave. And more than this-He 
will raise it to a new and higher 
life. It goes to the grnve a cor­
ruptible body; it will rise from the 
grave a spiritual body. It is, there­
fore, a binding necessity that the 
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hody of the holiest saint should 
return to dust, just as the corn of 
wheat must fall into the ground and 
die before it can put on a blossom­
ing and fruitful life. Indeed, you 
will remember that the apostle in 
his masterly exposition of the sub­
ject uses precisely •this very illus­
tration. "Thon fool," he says to 
the objector, "that which thou 
sowest is not quickened except it 
die." That is to say, the body, like 
the grnu1, must be sown-nay, it 
must decay in the earth ere it can 
be quickened into a new life. 

And then advancing another step 
in the argument, the apostle shows 
that this future life of the body is 
not only a new, but a higher kind of 
life. The body that goes into the 
grave is not the kind of body that 
shall be raised, " It is sown in cor­
ruption, it is raised in incorruption; 
it is sown in dishonour, it is raised 
in glory; it is sown in weakness, it 
is raised in power : it is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body." 

And then passing to the conclu­
sum of his argument, he combines 
in a single sentence the results of a 
sublime revelation, the conclusion of 
an irresistible logic, and a shout of 
an eternal triumph. "So when 
this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that 
is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory." 

Let us now state in conclusion 
same of the practical lessons of our 
subject. What bas been said ex­
plains the command of Christ, to 
"cut off," if need be, "the right hand, 
and pluck out the right eye." It is 
not meant here that such a case is 
likely to occur, but if, in the strange 
turns that human affairs sometimes 
take, such a thing should occur, and 
the alternative presented were either 
the loss of a hand or an eye, or a life 

of habitual and damning sin-then 
the man should unhesitatingly sub­
mit to the loss of the hand or the 
eye. The meaning is, that if any 
~inful habit acquires such strength 
m us as to become a part of our­
selves, like the eye or the hand, we 
must subdue the habit at whatever 
cost. The mistletoe slowly but surely 
exhausts the vitality of the tree, so 
that the tree first and then of course 
the mistletoe finally dies. The 
remedy is to pluck off the parasite, 
or if that cannot be done, cut off the 
limb. So if the right eye offend, 
bravely pluck it out ; if the right 
hand offend, cut it off: out of death 
to the member may spring life to 
the soul. Like the corn of wheat, if 
it die it bringeth forth much fruit. 

Again, our subject explains · this 
saying of Christ : " Every branch 
that beareth fruit He purgeth it that 
it may bring forth more fruit." 
You may have known a regenerate 
and godly man, the tone of whose 
personal piety has been seriously 
impaired by success in life-by the 
rapid accumulation of wealth for 
example, or by elevation to office 
through his personal popularity. 
Suddenly God has touched his pos­
sessions, and they have melted away. 
God has frowned upon his popu­
larity, and he bas become odious to 
the people. Out of that trial of 
bankruptcy, out of that blasted am­
bition, out of either of these bitter 
and piercing disappointments, the 
sufferer has come forth pale and 
wan indeed, but with such a subril.ued 
and humble temper. that it looks 
like a moral resurrection ; be is his 
former self in his yonnger days 
again ; he has been purged as a 
branch trimmed and pruned closely 
like a grape vine under the sharp 
knife of the pruner. The corn of 
wheat has fallen into the earth and 
died, and now brings forth much 
fruit. 

You have seen a man of God-a 
devout woman. Their hearts have 
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fainted and died within them at the rod, indicates the presence of the 
death of a child-an only child. Holy Spirit as the Comforter. They 
But out of that death to the hopes experience a new spiritual resurrec­
and loves in their bosoms has sprung tion. Instead of earthly hopeB there 
a now and better life. A meek and are heavenly. Their treasure on 
holy acquiescence in the divine will, earth has been refined and exalted 
a meek submission to the Father's into a treasure in heaven. 

SKETCHES OF OTHER LANDS-VENICE TO NAPLES. 

BY REV. J. H. ATKINSON. 

IT was not without feelings of regret 
that we left our comfortable hotel on 
the morning of our departure from 
V enioe. We started early. After a 
hurried breakfast we entered our 
gondolas for the last time : one 
more ride upon the Grand Canal­
one long look at its churches and 
palaces-one more strain of Gari­
baldi's hymn by our gondoliers­
one more cheer for freed Italy, and 
we turn om· backs upon Venice. 
Our route lay through Padua, Fer­
rara, Bologna, with its associations 
of sausages and galvanism ; across 
the Appenines, with their beautiful 
scenery and snow covered summits ; 
through Pistoja, and a rich plain, 
and we entered the new Capital of 
Italy-Florence, surnamed the" lily 
city," "the beautiful," "the Athens 
of modern Italy," "the mother of 
genius." Unfortunately for us we 
were not favoured with the usual 
"blue Italian sky." Still we saw 
much of Florence and her treasures ; 
and we have very pleasant recollec­
tions of the beautiful city, and the 
glory of her churches and galleries. 
It is difficult, indeed, to know what 
to cull as best from that which still 
floats in visible lineaments on the 
rushing tide of backward memory. 
First,-because it was the first place 
we visited,-the Duomo, or Cathedral, 
dark and gloomy true, but the dome, 
the dome of domes, Brunelleschi's. 
" How are the four naves of our 
unfinished church to be united ?" 

asked the perplexed Florentines ; 
the grand idea entered the master 
mind of Brunelleschi, and that mag­
nificent cupola was the answer-the 
first of the kind ever erected. And 
there, towering above the dome, is 
the exquisite Campanile of Giotto, 
every inch of its surface shining with 
the soft lustre of inlaid marbles, 
blended in the richest harmony : 
near here is shown a stone, " sasso 
di Dante" it is called, upon which 
Italy's noblest poet used to sit and 
contemplate the greatest monument 
of his native city. Opposite to the 
Cathedral is the Baptistery, an oc­
tagonal building ; its glorious bronze 
gates-the finest in the world­
worthy to be the gates of paradise, 
as Michael Angelo said, covered with 
the histories of the Old and New 
Testaments. One is sorely tempted 
to linger over the Florentine churches 
and palaces-it is hard to merely 
mention that which lives so vividly 
in the memory-there is the Church 
of San Loren::o, with its 1msightly 
and unfinished front, but with its 
rich and beautiful interior : there is 
a quiet chapel belonging to it which 
bears the name of Michael Angelo ; 
it was designed by him, and here are 
some of his greatest works, also his 
last still unfinished. Behind the 
choir is the chapel of the Medici, a 
magnificent circular hall ; here arc 
the tombs of the Medici ; greatness 
and grandeur are here marvellously 
blended. Then there is the chm·ch 
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Santa Mai·ia Novfl7o, with its cele­
brated Madonna, said to be the first 
ever painted, and which was carried 
"IVit,h song and festal procession 
throngh the streets from the artists 
home to the place where it now 
hani):s. its rich and beautiful frescoed 
choi~·, and its strange pictures of 
heaven and hell portrayed in its 
transept. There is one other church 
I must name, Santa 01·oce, the ,vest­
minster Abbey of Florence; the 
most interesting of all the Floren­
tine churches, sacred because it holds 
the dust of Galileo and Michael 
Angelo. In the centre of the piazza 
before this church is a colossal statue 
of Dante-perhaps too gigantic for 
its position-it is a masterpiece of 
modern sculpture. 

As we make our way to the Pitti 
Palace, we may turn. aside a little 
down a narrow street, at the corner 
of which is a three storied house ; 
there is a marble tablet on the front, 
this is the meaning of its inscrip­
tion-" Here wrote and died Eliza­
beth Barrett Browning, who, in the 
heart of a woman, united the science 
of a sage and the genius of a poet, 
and made with her verse a golden 
ring between Italy and England. 
Grateful Florence erected this me­
morial, 1861." Yes, and grateful 
England thanks Florence for this 
tribute to our greatest poetess ; who, 
like a poor bird unfitted for our 
northern clime, had flown to that 
Bunnier land to carol till she died. 
While writing of inscriptions we 
cannot but record another : one to 
be found on some convent cells of 
San Mario, this is it, " These cells 
were inhabited by the venerable 
father, brother Hieronymus Savona­
rola, an apostolic man." It was in 
that little chamber, looking out on 
the tiled roof of the convent quad­
rangle, that Savonarola meditated 
and prayed. 

There are twb very large and im­
portant galleries in Florence, the 

Pitti gallery and the Uffizi gallery. 
'l'hey are filled with some of the best 
works of the greatest masters of the 
Italian schools, but especially -of the 
Florentine and the Roman. Here 
you may find some of the master­
pieces of Raphael, Rubens, Rem­
brandt, Titian, Salvator Rosa, Fra 
Bartolomew, Andradel Santo, Michael 
.Angelo,Canova, Donatello, and others. 
I shall not attempt to describe any 
of those grand paintings and won­
derful pieces of statuary. For gTace 
and beauty, felicity of expression, 
harmony of colour, disposition of 
parts, power of execution, they re­
main still the wonders of the world 
to the artist's eye. A few steps from 
the Uffi.zi gallery is the Piazza dcl 
Granduca, a square surrounded on 
two of its sides with old houses ; 
the third is filled with the frowning 
palace, which was reared five cen­
tmies ago-at the foot of the palace 
steps is Michael .Angelo's colo,ssal 
statue of David triumphant in his 
youthful beauty ; while the fourth 
side is formed by a fine open arcade 
of three great arches, under which 
are grouped together many noble 
statues. But the Piazza itself: who 
could stand there without calling to 
mind some of the heart-stirring 
events which had been enacted 
there ? Let me name one. It hap­
pened on the 23rd of May, 1498. 
The great bell of the Campanile was 
swinging with dismal heart-shaking 
toll, like a mighty voice from the 
spirit world ; the great square was 
covered with a wild mob. Presently 
a condemned criminal, pale and 
haggard with imprisonment, was 
brought forth from the dungeon of 
this palace, at whose sight there 
went up from the crowd a fierce roar 
of hate, yet mingled with it many a 
prayer from loving hearts who owed 
all they had of good to that man. 
He is led before the tribunal and 
stripped of his priestly robes and 
vestments. There is a hush of 
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voices as the Papal legate pronounces 
these words, " Jerome Savonarola, I 
separate thee from the church mili­
tant and the church triumphant." 
"Ah I" cried the dying man, in clear 
and solemn voice, while a flash of 
heavenly light came into his sunken 
eye, "From the church militant you 
may divide me : but from the church 
triumphant thou canst not separate 
me-that is above your power." 
'£hen they hanged him and his two 
companions on a great gibbet, and 
afterwards burned their bodies to 
ashes ; but the souls of the martyrs 
ascended to the great cloud of wit­
nesses above. So Florence rewarded 
her earnest teacher who planted the 
seeds of truth in thousands of hearts 
-the intrepid reformer, who bearded 
Rome before Luther-the Christian 
prophet, who foretold coming woes ; 
and for the prophet's work got the 
prophet's reward, " and died for the 
Master whom he loved most by the 
hands of the people whom he loved 
next best." 

There are many temptations to 
linger about Florence-the half has 
not been told. John Milton visited 
Flori;ince and loved it ; and noble 
Florence, which in days past led the 
van in arts and letters and commerce, 
shall in these latter days lead the 
van in the reformation of religion in 
her own land, till the sons of Italy 
shall become a Christian people. 

We left Florence one evening en 
route for Naples. When the sun 
had been risen some four hours we 
got our first view of Rome ; an hour 
afterwards we entered the station. 
They would not let us go into the 
city. We had not breakfasted, and 
there was no refreshment room. It 
was " Lenten season," and I sup­
pose even the provisions were "lent," 
for we could not get any. We did 
not remain long in Rome, as we 
were to visit it upon our return 
journey. We reached Naples late 
in the evening, after twenty-four 

hours' continual travelling. What 
an outburst of life we found here 
next morning. The Neapolitans 
live principally out of doors; nearly 
every man, woman, and child appear 
to gesticulate at the full tension of 
their muscles; a considerable num­
ber apparently ride in cabs or carts, 
and every horse seems to be going 
at its greatest speed. You may 
imagine, then, the state of life in 
Naples. The Toledo is the main 
street, nearly a mile and a half long, 
but the most crowded street in 
Europe. The principal shops are 
banks or lotteries. They swarm as 
thick in Naples as beer-houses in 
England. At the head of the 
Toledo stands the Museum, espe­
cially interesting because it contains 
all the remarkable relics discovered 
in Herculaneum and Pompeii. Upon 
entering the museum, we pass into a 
series. of rooms devoted to frescoes 
and wall paintings, many of them 
as fresh as when first executed; 
through another series of rooms full 
of marble and bronze statuary­
Greek statuary-and it is perfect if 
regarded as the presentation of the 
supremest beauty of the human 
form ; then into a long range of 
rooms full of articles of domestic 
use. Here are kitchen utensils, 
scales, steelyards, vessels for heating 
water, bedstocks. Here, too, are 
some iron stocks, not unlike those 
to be found in English · country 
towns. These were found in the 
soldiers' quarters at Pompeii, and in 
the eight rusty iron holes were eight 
blackened bones, the limbs of four 
poo~ wretches who were undergoing 
pumshment, and were forgotten by 
the jailers in their hurried flight. 
We pass into a smaller room ; in 
the centre are cameos and ancient 
jewellery; around the walls, in 
cases, are vegetables, fruits, and pro­
visions of all kinds: here are olives, 
and figs, and wheat ; · here a trussed 
duck ready for the spit ; here are 
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loaves of hreRd, one with the baker's pulled along by a lean fust gallopin"' 
marks and name-" Crani.us "--on horse, the people yelling at the top 
it; hut all reduced to a state of of their voices all the time. 
charcoRl ! The next day we visited We come at length to a halting 
the cities which had been buried so place. Before us is a low mound. 
many centuries, and which were Passing through a gate in an open­
now awakening to a new world. ing of this mound, we take a few 
The distance from Naples to Pom- steps and stand upon the pavement 
peii is about thirteen miles by road. of Pompeii, with the deep ruts of 
We t.ook this in preference to the the carriage wheels still visible-a 
rail, in order that we might see city which is a ruin and yet not a 
Italian life and customs. The road ruin ; a city in whose streets the 
is one succession of populous villages, sun did not shine for eighteen cen­
amongst them San Giovanni, noted, turies. It was strange to stand in 
one would think, for maccaroni. this place. Here were lines of 
You see it lying in all the windows, streets as perfect as when they were 
or hung out to dry on large frames full of traffic ; here were houses on 
outside all the houses. And Torre either side roofless and windowless, 
dcl Greeco, which has been twice yet with walls strong and regular. 
utterly destroyed and once sorely We pass first into one and · then 
damaged by eruptions from V esu- another. Here is a baker's shop, 
vius. It is called the " doomed and close by are the ovens ; here is 
city ; " for there is every probability a wine shop-there on the floor are 
it will again meet the same fate. the wine jars still; here are private 
And all along the way there was the houses ; here we come upon the 
same stir, and hum, and whirl. The Forum. Near it are the ancient 
people work, feed, and live out of baths, the larger and smaller, in 
doors. Here is a group taking their which we may trace the arrange. 
meal : there a shoemaker with wax ments made for conducting · and 
and thread; there a woman flinging heating the water. The apartments 
her distaff, busily spinning. Here are floored with mosaics, and the 
comes a milkman, who, instead of very pegs are there upon which the 
bringing his milk ( and vJater) in bathers hung their clothes. Then 
brightened cans, drives his goats we pass through the mighty temples 
before him, and milks them into and theatres ; through the city gate 
your own jugs ; there, stretched at to the inn of the suburb, and the 
full length, is a group of lazzaroni. sculptor's shop, where rests a block 
Here are women washing clothes of stone which the workmen left, 
at the fountain; and conspicuous and the last chisel marks distinctly 
among the vehicles dashing about at visible. As we rode back to Naples 
full speed is the calesso, the carriage that night, it was not without 
of the people. It has one horse, strange and mingled feelings. Mixed 
and is a plain cart without any up with what we had seen and 
springs. Some nine or ten men and heard were the words of our Lord 
women are huddled into the body, Jesus, and the pictures He drew 
three or four are hanging on behind, when describing the future destruc­
two or three are seated on the shafts, tion of Jerusalem, and employing 
and then there is often a child or that as an emblem of the sudden­
two stowed in a long bag or net ness with which the judgment of 
that goes under the cart and bulges the last day shall come :-" Two 
down very near the ground. I have women shall be grinding at the mill : 
often counted fifteen in this machine, the one shall be taken, and the other 
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left. For as in the days that were like a large blasted moor; it appears 
before the flood they were eating a mile or two in length, turning to 
and drinking, marrying and given in our left in a curve-like form. We 
maniage, until the day that Noe are standing on the bed of the old 
entered into the ark, and knew not crater of Vesuvius, which long ago 
till the flood came and took them all fell in showers of ashes on the plain 
away; so shall the coming of the below. The present cone to our 
Son of man be." right is supposed to have been pro-

we had seen Pompeii and Heron- truded long after the effete one had 
!aneum, and we were anxious to see fallen in. It is very steep, sugar 
Vesuvius, from which came the fire loaf in shape, but black in colour. 
and ashes that destroyed the cities. At its base we leave our horses. 
The ascent might be said to corn- Here we encounter a host of men 
mence at Resina, for here we ex- who are intent upon carrying us up 
changed our carriage for ponies, in rush-bottomed chairs, or hauling 
which took us up the mountain. It us up with straps. We decidedly 
was a laughable sight to see us refuse, determined to ascend alone, 
going single file up the path. There and tough work we found it; for it 
were men and boys either at the was not over a solid bed or smooth 
head or tail, generally they hung on surface we had to go, but over a 
to the tail of the animal. After long line of loose blocks of varying 
going along a narrow lane for a sizes, having the sharpest edges and 
little distance, we turn to the left, points imaginable. As we ascended 
and begin to cross a great bed of the cone we had a magnificent view 
lava. A rude and rough kind of of Naples and its bay. After an 
path was made ; the old path, which hour's climbing we reach the sum­
waa much better, we were told, was mit. Here are beds of sulphur; 
destroyed by .the last eruption. We cracks, but too hot to admit of the 
were nearly: · an hour crossing this hand being inserted : here is a 
black barren waste. To give a larger one, through which we see 
description of its appearance is all flames of fire ; smaller ones, upon 
but impossible, for it varies accord- which eggs are put and roasted. 
ing to the accidental difference of What a sight was that around us ! 
pressure and the like in cooling. What a slumbering power for devasta­
It seems to have flowed onward tion it revealed ! Looking round 
slowly, being evidently of a thick we could understand what • it was 
treacly consistence. The result of that had wrought all that destrnc­
this has been the formation of all tion we had been journeying through. 
kinds of queer and unthought of There were many other places 
shapes, as the sluggish liquid has around Naples which we visited, and 
fallen over, or rotated, or re-dupli- which are worthy of more notice 
cated itself. At last we come to the than we can give, such as the Island 
Hermitage, an observatory which of Capri, with its blue grotto ; and 
stands on the outer edge of a long Sorrento, with its olive yards and 
ridge that runs down from the cone. orange groves. Some one has said 
Here were trees and shrubs, which that " Sorrento is the most beau­
looked all the more welcome after tiful place in the world." I know 
passing through a land of fire and nothing more lovely. It was with 
cinders. After riding along this great reluctance that we left Venice, 
ridge awhile, we come again to lava, but it was with greater that we left 
and presently enter upon what looks Sorrento and its orange groves. 
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WORK FOR CHRIST. 

WORK for Chrwt ! This is the best 
cure for a spiritual invalid in the 
church. Hard work cures dyspepsia. 
Like a bracing walk of a mile or two, 
or a few hours of sturdy axe-swinging 
or wood-sawing, to insure a good ap­
petite, so is a hearty devotion to reli­
gious duty the best q nickener of hunger 
after God. Work develops a man's 
spiritual proportions. Lazy church 
members grow puny and spindling, 
like some wealth-cursed boys who are 
brought up in perfect idleness. Work 
makes a Christian sinewy to carry 
burdens, broad-shouldered to bear re­
sponsibilities, strong-voiced to sing 
God's praise, quick-footed to do good, 
and healthful in the pulse-beat of bis 
piety. I never knew a thorough 
worker for Christ to be troubled with 
serious doubts about religion, or to be 
afflicted with the "blue devils" of 
spiritual despondency. I seldom have 
known of a good worker giving bis 
pastor the heartache, or making trouble 
in the church. I never knew a warm­
hearted worker to freeze up a prayer­
meeting. I am never afraid to offer 
such a man a subscription-paper. It 
is the lazy professors, the people who 
ride on the cushioned seats of the 
church-car, and mistake that orthodox 
luxury for a personal advance in grace 
-these are the people who are the 
trouble and torment of themselves and 
of their minister. It is easier to be 
the pastor of a thousand workers than 
of ten drones. The sight of a dying 
church, or even of a dull one, wears 
harder on a pastor than the most 
arduous toil for a living and growing 
church. It is not what we do, but 
what we fail to do, that wears us out. 

Worlc for Clirut 1 It is as much 
your province as your pastor's; and 

your's, too, may be as rich a reward. 
No field that has a soul in it is beneath 
you. Frelinghuysen said it was no 
promotion to go from his village Sun­
day school class to the United States 
Senate. If you think you are " too 
good" for a humble place of labour, 
then is the place too good for you. 
No soldier is fit to wear a shoulder­
strap unless be would make a good 
"private." When the Master says, 
"Come up higher," then, aud not be­
fore, should a Christian accept promo­
tion. And a prominent position does 
not make a prominent Christian. Some 
men show as small when put in a lofty 
position as a pigmy on a church-spire. 

Work for Christ is the only work 
that never wearies and never ends in 
disappointment. A farmer's husbandry 
sometimes fails; but Christ insures the 
crop to his seed-sowers: Ye shall reap, 
if ye faint not." Oil wells often run 
dry; but not so the "oil out of the 
flinty rock" of toil which God promises 
to faith. 

A working Christian never dies. He 
is simply transplanted to higher activi­
ties in heaven. John Calvin's body 
sleeps in a Swiss sepulchre that " no 
man knoweth to this day;". but his 
transcendent arguments for God's truth 
will outlive the 8tars. John Wesley's 
voice is no longer speaking; but we 
hear the echo of it in the music of 
every Methodist church bell. Harlan 
Page's form is mouldering dust; but 
his spirit lives in a hundred Sunday­
schools, and walks beside our city mis­
sionaries to cheer them. The night 
cometh. Let every one of us bend 
with fresh ardour to the blessed toil. 
There will be rest enough for us all in 
heaven.-Rev. T. L. Cuyler, D.D. 

SPIRITUALITY IN THE CHURCH. 

WE have from a correspondent the 
following series of most weighty ques­
tions:-

" Will some of Zion's watchmen in­
form us whether the standard of piety 
in the churches is satisfactory? 

"Does it come up to the require-

ments of the Bible, and in what re­
spects? 

"Are the daily life and example of 
the membership creditable to their 
teachers, or safe for themselves or the 
world? 

"Do the pastors really know much 



of the condition of their charg11, and 
bow can they better learn it? 

"le the advancement of the great 
work at all commensurattJ with the 
vast expenditure of labour and trea­
sure which is involved? 

" What are the difficulties, and how 
can they be remedied ?" 

We do not copy these questions with 
any view to answer them; but simply 
that they may be read, and pondered, 
and prayed over. They touch the very 
heart of the whole matter, as regards 
the honour and growth of Christ's 
cause in the world, as well as the hopes 
of salvation of those who profess to be 
Christ's followers. There is reason to 
doubt if " the standard of piety in the 
churches" is such as ought to be" satis­
factory;" much reason to doubt if it 
"comes up to the requiremllnts of the 
Bible; equal reason to fear that "the 
daily life and example of the member­
ship" are not " creditable to their 
teachers or safe for themselves or the 
world. It is a matter that needs to be 
looked into, whether even amidst all 
the zeal and Christian enterprise of 
these days, there is not a falling off in 
genuine piety1 and whether the Church 
of Christ may not soon have occasion 

to mourn, even if it might not do so 
now, "mine own vineyard have I not 
kApt." 

Facts come to light, occasionally, 
touching the habitual practice of Chris­
tians who maintain a reputable stan­
dard, more especially as regards Sab­
bath observance, theatre and opera 
going, and other like things, which are 
simply astounding. Is the church 
becoming permeated with the lax 
morality of the world, and is it getting 
to be common for Christians to feel 
that anything is better than the sus­
picion of being righteous overmuch ? 
The world's blandishments are a thou­
sand times more dangerous than its 
frowns or jeers, and the smooth seduc­
tions of worldly conformity far more 
to be dreaded than the fires that con­
sumed the martyrs. Who amongst us 
have adopted Paul's motto, " I keep 
under my body and bring it into sub­
jection, lest . . . I should be a cast 
away?" Who of us are abstaining 
from the very appearance of evil, that 
neither " the ministry" nor the church 
be blamed? Will the reader look over 
the above questions a·second time, and 
think of them with prayer and self­
examination? 

SOUL-LIFE. 

A DIARY, a private journal, an auto­
biography, purports often to be a 
detail of the soul life; but such narra­
tives of thought, feeling, motive, judg­
ment, will, apart from their liability 
to selfish perversities, are too frag­
mentary, too variable, too incongruous 
and inconsistent, to be reliable as his­
tory. We can remember when biogra­
phies, made up especially of self-kept 
journals and mere private correspond­
ence, were in great demand, and read 
with morbid avidity. Now they are 
disesteemed as well-nigh worthlP-ss, 
and most sensible people turn away 
with loathing from such revelations of 
the inward life as not furnishing the 
desirable guarantees of self-acquaint­
ance, truthfulness, and fidelity. There 
probably are now as good Christians as 
any in past generations; but we sus­
pect they do not write about them• 

selves as wrote David Brainerd or even 
Edward Pa.yson. The more thoroughly 
a man knows his own interior state, 
the better may it be for himself; but 
ordinarily, the less he records of his 
"feelings," "exercises," and "frames 
of mind," the better is it for others. 
The only soul-life worth recording is 
that denoted by the apostolic state­
ment, "Christ liveth in me;" aml yet 
the man who can say so much is seldom 
disposed to give the detail to the pub­
lic eye or the public ear. lie is afraid 
of the temptation to misrepresent by 
suppression or exaggeration, and pre­
fers that others should legitimately 
infer his inward life from his outward. 
He is more anxious for character than 
for reputation, and loses his ~elf-respect 
just in proportion as he finds himself 
credited for goodness whi<.:h he kuows 
to be unreal. 
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Jitnatu:rt. 
WORDS OF COMFORT FOR P AREN'TS 

BEREAVED OF LITTLE CHILDREN. 
Edited by William Logan. London: 
Jame;; Nubet & Co. 1869. 

THIS work has reached its sixth edi­
tion, or fifteenth thousand, It has 
been commended by reviewers of the 
highest class, anll it only needs to be 
generally read to insure universal ap­
proval. Originally inserted in a reli­
gious periodical, next published as a 
four-paged tract, the germ of this 
book has grown into a volume of 560 
pages. The present edition is smaller 
in si:ze, and at a price which makes it 
more accessible to the people. It treats 
of Infant Salvatwn, and gives the views 
of a host of divines on that deeply 
interesting question. Still more copious 
is its selection of articles intended to 
minister consolatwn to bereaved parents, 
and to mourners in general. Then 
follows some of the choicest poetry, 
commencing with the exquisite poem 
of "Delta," entitled "Casa Wappy," 
and including the contributions of at 
least fifty other eminent bards. After a 
careful reading we can honestly say 
that it is, in onr judgment, worthy of 
the bigheat praises which have been 
heaped upon it. 

NATIONAL SOBRIETY DISCUSSED IN A 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN A PUBLICAN, 
A CLERGYMAN, AND A PHYSICIAN. 
By Dawson Burne, A.M. Offices of 
the United Kingdom Alliance. 

A DIALOGUE on national sobriety ought 
to be dispassionate rather than divert­
ing, and this requirement is fully met 
in the present one, the tone of which 
is calm, but not tame, throughout. 
The dialogist has evidently striven 
to make each party reason well against 
the other, avoiding the Socratic method 
of drawing from the opponent admis­
sions of things to be proved. Of 
course the doctor has the beet of the 
argument; while poor Barsnare, the 
publican, is made to appear in the 
painful predicament of one who has 
chosen a bad calling; and the well­
intentioned Loveman, the clergyman, is shown "a more excellent way" of 
accomplishing the benevolent pur­
poses which he has formed for the good 

of the parishioners. Borrowing the 
colloquial name for bad liquor, we may 
say the~e i~ no slipslop in this pamphlet. 
Its logic 1s keen and its language 
chaste, and altogether it is well­
adapted to advance the cause of 
which its writer has long been an able 
advocate. 

SUNDAY ECHOES FROM PARIS: Four­
teen Sermons preached in the English 
Church in· the Rue D'Aguesseau. 
By J. F. Serjeant. London: James 
Nisbet & Co. 1869. 

MR. SERJEANT has imparted additional 
liveliness to his volume of 'discourses 
which are not in themselves dull by 
writing a preface to each. The. re~der 
will readily forgive, as he is asked to 
do, any egotism and vanity which 
these prefaces contain, and will accept 
them as helps to any benefit which the 
sermons are well fitted to impart. 
Such preaching by the book deserves 
encouragement. 

SAVED: YET BO AS BY FIRE. A Nar­
rative. By the Rev. J. Lewitt. 
London: Simpkin, Marsfiall, &: Co. 
Leicester: Winks &: Son. Scar­
borough: Cuff Brothers. 

A~L who read this narrative must, we 
think, commend the author for writing 
it. The story is told most tenderly; 
and w bile its pathos is- irresistible, its 
moral tendency is eminently uaeful. 
If our brother had been less vigilant in 
watching for ·souls, this opportunity ·of 
doing good might have been lost. 

"CHURCH FINANCE. A Plea for 
Pure Voluntaryism, the only Scriptural 
and efficient source of Christian Sus­
tentation," is the title of a paper read 
before the Surrey Congregational Union 
at Guildford, by Benjamin Scott, 
F.R.A.S. This paper treats of the 
various prevailing systems of finance, 
such as State provision-endowments, 
other than by the State-the sale or 
lease of pews and sittings-fixed indi­
vidual payments-and miscelJaneous, 
such as bazaars, tea meetings, concerts, 
collecting cards, and other ingenious 
expedients, among which he specially 
notices an announcement recently made 
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that to aid in a "Chapel Restoration 
Fund" there would be offered for sale 
"Water from the Nile, .the Jordan, the 
Dead Sea, the Lake of Galilee, and the 
Abana at Damascus. Also Sand from 
the shores of the Dead Sea, and Shells 
from the Lake of Genesa.ret !" which 
latter item, as a device to induce the 
public to shell out, he thinks, is one 
which "bears the pa.Im of originality." 
Having animadverted on all these 
money-getting inventions, the writer 
reaches his one means of maintaining 
the cause of God, viz., by systematic 
voluntary offerings on the part of the 
worshippers. He is convinced, by many 
years' reflection, observation, and trial, 
that no other system can compare with 
this as regards efficiency. "The system 
of the foot-rule in my case," he says, 
"and in the case of others, was found 
to cramp the soul, and afford a sedative 
to conscience; the system of dedica­
tion to God from motives of indebted­
ness, set free the soul and opened the 
purse. The results have been in some 
cases thirty-fold, in some sixty, aud in 
some a great deal more than a hundred­
fold increase." The paper is a good 
one; but it would have been better 
still if besides relating what is raised 
in churches like those of Mr. Spurgeon 
and Dr. Raleigh, the writer had fur­
nished examples of the working of the 
systeQl in smaller and poorer churches. 
In ordinary places, which are depen­
dent on the personal offerings of the 
worshippers, tho virtue ofvoluntaryism 
is eclipsed by the vioe of nolleity. He 
who could discover and apply a sove-

reign cure for this unwillingness, would 
deserve the honour of canonization I 

A WORD OF COMFORT FOR THE 
CHURCH OF Gon. This " Scarce and 
Choice Sermon, never before Re­
printed," was preached in 1662, by 
the Rev. Thos. Watson, a few months 
before his ejection from his living in 
St. Stephen's, Walbrook, by the opera­
of the Act of Uniformity. It was 
recently purchased at a library sale, 
and its fortunate possessor has gener­
ously reprinted it at a price which 
should insure its wide circulation. The 
admirers of the great Puritan will be 
glad to expend threepence in the pur­
chase of a sermon so precious, and will 
thank an unknown friend, who modestly 
signs himself at the end of his preface 
G. D., for making this treasure at­
tainable. 

"THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES" is an 
address delivered before an association 
of ministers and delegates of an asso­
ciation of churches, by the Rev. S. 
Morton Brown, of Romsey. Its object 
is to set forth the importance of adapt­
ing the preaching of the word to the 
need of the times. 

We call renewed attention to one of 
the cheapest and best of modem hymn 
books for the Sunday school and for 
family use, compiled by Geo. Thos. 
Congreve, and published by Mr. E. 
Stock. It contains over two hundred 
hymns, and costs only twopence in 
cloth I "Gems of Song" is its title. 

A MORNING HYMN. 

NEW every morn-ing is the love 
Our wakening and uprising prove; 
Through sleep and darkness safely brought, 
Restor'd to life, and powe1·, and thought. 
New mercies, each returning day, 
Hover around U8 while we pray; 
New perils past, new sins forgiven, 
New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 
If on our daily course our mind 
Be set to lmllow all we find, 
New treasures still, of countless price, 
God will provide for sacrifice. 

We need not bid, for cloister'd cell, 
Our neighbour and our work farewell, 
Nor strive to wind ourselves too high 
For sinful man beneath the sky. 
The trivial round, the common task, 
Would furnish a.II we ought to ask; 
Room to deny ourselves; a road 
To bring us, daily, nearer God. 
Only, 0 Lord, in Thy dear love 
Fit us for per foot rest above; 
Ami help us, this and every day, 
To hve more nearly as we pray.-Keble. 
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AUTUMN DAYS, 

THE winds are sighing through the trees, 
The weary leaves hang brown, 

And while the days grow early dim 
Come swaying gently down; 

Till far through half deserted boughs 
The sleeping sunsets gleam, 

And curtained by the purple clouds 
Of bygone summer's dream. 

So sorrow sighs through other trees, 
While hopes of time fall sere, 

That danced on life's bold branches, when 
Youth's summer skies were clear: 

Age-shadows gather, we are chill, 
Death's winter breaths so nigh, 

And earth's delights all fade to dreams 
Of gladness long gone by. 
Chapel House, Castle Donington. 

0 I summer glories, bright but brief, 
In nature and in man, 

You shine and dim, yet never cross 
Eternal Love's great plan : 

The pleasant leaves will wither soon, 
And fall from all God's trees 

That grow in fields, or live as men, 
But only wh_en He please. 

God comes to earth in love and power 
To set His autumn seal, 

That she may rest while He shall work 
Her spring and summer weal: 

So will He come to us, but then 
This difference He'll bring,­

Our autumn, winter shall be once, 
Then everlasting spring. 

E.H.J. 

iorrtsponbtntt. 

ANSWER TO QUERIES BY 
RA VENSDOWN. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-It would be no discourtesy 
to remind " Ravenedown" of the apos­
tolic counsel which is given in 2 Tim. 
ii. 23, and repeated in Titus iii. 9, to 
"avoid foolish questions." But it 
would be strictly candid to tell him 
that his three q aeries, inserted in your 
last number, am not very wise. To 
the first of them no general answer 
can be given ; but in certain cin:um­
stancee a minister wouU be justified in 
offering himself as a missionary with­
out previously consulting _hie church 
on the subject. To the second query 
it may be replied that a Missionary 
Society is not bound to ask whether the 
placed minister has formally displaced 
himself; but if it knew that he had done 
so there would be grave reasons for 
he1sitating to accept so imprudent a 
candidate. 'l'he last of the three ques­
tions displays a low sense of justice in 
the propounder of it. For if the minis­
ter ha.a resigned his pulpit, only so fa.r 

as intention goes, he has not resigned 
it at all; and having never left it, it is 
absurd to speak of his returning to it. 
But to speak of the ,ch:urch, whose 
minister he has not ceased to be, 
" allowing" him to return, is to use a 
style of diction deserving the strongest 
cens1ire. 

I am yours truly, 
PHILORTHIOS. 

QUERY. 

Is it customary in our churches, in 
case of the immoral conduct of any 
member, for the minister to recommend, 
and the church to allow, such member 
to withdraw from fellowship. C. 

••• What the custom of some ministers 
and churches may be we cannot tell; but 
we have no hesitation in replying to our 
querist, that the church which doe8 not 
" withdraw from,'' or in other words ex­
clude, the immoral person, is itself an im­
moral church; and that the mini8ter wh_o 
recommends any other course is au evil 
counsellor. 
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!Jmaminatiamxl. 

MEETING OF THE BAPTIST U.!."ION IN 
LEICESTER.-As the Autumnal Session of 
the Union is to be held this year in the 
neighbourhood of many of our churches, 
we may hope for a larger attendance of 
General Baptists than has been usual. 
The services promise to be as interesting 
and profitable as they have been found to 
be on previous occasions. 

LONDON CoNFERENOE.-On account of 
the meetings of the Baptist Union at 
Leicester during the first week in October, 
the London Conference at the Borough 
Road chapel will be deferred till Oct. 13th. 
The business meeting at 2.30 p.m.; the 
public service, when the Rev. R. Y. Roberts, 
of Portsea, will preach, to commence at 
6.30 p.m. 

JOHN LAWTON, Sec. 
N.B.-The Midland Conference has 

been omitted on the same account. 

CHESHIRE CoNFERENCE.-The next Con­
ference will be held at Tarporley, on Tues­
day, Oct. 12, when the Rev. B. Hackett, of 
Macclesfield, will preach. Morning ser­
vice to commence at eleven o'clock, and 
the business meeti.qg in the afternoon at 
half-past two. 

WILLIAJI[ MARCH, Sec. 

THE YoRKSHffiE AND LANCASHIBE CON• 
FERENCE assembled at Allerton, on Tues­
day, Aug. 31. 

At the morning service the Rev. J. 
Fletcher read the Scriptures and prayed, 
and the Rev. T. Goadby, B.A., of Derby, 
preached from Gen. xxvi. 18-" And Isaac 
digged again the wells of water, which 
they had digged in the days of Abraham 
his father." 

Shortly after two o'clock in the after­
noon the Conference assembled for the 
tranrnction of business, when the Rev. T. 
Gill, pastor of the church, took the chair, 
and the Rev. J. Brockway, minister of the 
other section of the body, offered up 
prayer. The churches reported that 
seventy-five had been baptized since last 
Conference, and that seventeen remained 
as candidates for baptism and church fel­
lowship. 

w 

After the doxology was sung, the follow­
ing resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

1. That the minutes now read be ap­
proved and confirmed. 

2. That the report of the Dewsbury 
Committee be, "nd is hereby, received. 

3. That on condition of the Dewsbury 
friends raising £1000 towards the erection 
of a new chapel in their town, we hereby 
guarantee the same amount towards the 
same object. 

4. That we accept the loan of £200 
from " the Union Baptist Building Fund" 
on the condition named in the vote of the 
Committee, namely, that we send £40 
from this district to the Fund ; and that 
we hereby respectfully requeet the Rev. R. 
Ingham, and Messrs. Lister, Whittaker, 
and Newell, to sign the promissory note 
on behalf of the Conference. 

5. That the legacy of the late Miss 
Ibbotson, and the sum returned from 
Rochdale, be applied to Home :r.'1ission 
work. 

6. The Secretary reported that this Con­
ference is at present composed of twenty­
four churches, and that during the last 
Connexional year there was a clear aggre­
gate increase of sixty-nine in their mem­
bership. 

7. That we thank Messrs. Binns and 
Bramley for auditing the accounts of the 
Conference treasurer. 

8. That we thank the Rev. T. Goadhy 
for his sermon this morning. 

9. That the next Conference be held at 
North Street, Leeds, on Monday, Dec. 27; 
and that the Rev. J. Fletcher, of Vale, be 
the preacher. Service to commence in the 
morning at eleven o'clock. 

The Rev. J. Bloomfield, pastor of West­
gate Particular Baptist church, Bradford, 
closed the Conference with prayer. 

The Rev. T. Goadby delivered bis 
interesting lecture in the evening to 11.s 
many friends as could stay, on the Rise 
and Progress of our Denomination. 

J. ALCORN, Sec. 

THE FoRTY-FIBST ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LINCOLNSHmE AND CAMBRIDGESHIRE SUN­
DAY SCHOOL TEACHERS' UNION M~TING 
was held at the General Baptist chapel, 
Long Sutton, on the 29th July, 18GO. 

At seven o'clock a.m. the customary 
prayer meeting was held, to usher in the 
events of the day. 
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At ten o'clock the Hev. G. Purser, the 
minister of the church at Long Sutton, 
was called to the chair, wheu nu npprc­
printe hymn was sung, and prayer offered 
by Mr. E. Foster, of Spalding. The secre­
tary then r!'nd the miuutes of the previous 
meetiug held at Boston, July 23, 1868, 
(duly reported in these columns,) and also 
gave a financial statement of the past year'H 
receipts and expenditure, which showed a 
balance in hand of 4s. l½d. Reports of an 
encouraging character were read from the 
following schools in union, viz., Boston 
(High Street and Witham Green), Spalding, 
Pinchbeck, Gosberton, Coningsby, Hol: 
beach, Long Sutton, :Fleet, Gedney Hill, 
and Gedney Broadgate; but no report was 
sent up from Sutterton or Sutton St, 
Edmunds. After a friendly conversation 
on the reports, a short interval was given 
in order to arrange for the morning 
service. 

At eleven o'clock Mr. Purser took the 
introductory part of the service, after 
which the Rev. W. Sharman, of Coningsbv, 
preached the annual sermon to a very full 
congregation, taking for his text Psalm 
cxliv. 12-" That our sons may be as 
plants grown up in their youth, that our 
daughters may be as corner stones, 
polished after the similitude of a palace." 
The sermon was delivered by Mr. S. with 
much energy, and was marked by earnest 
thought and genuine expression of attach­
ment to the Sabbath school. His subject 
was amply and beautifully illustrat!}d, and 
taken altogether we don't remember to 
have heard a more suitable and appro­
priate sermon at any of our annual 
gatherings. 

After this an adjournment took place to 
the Corn Exchange, where suitable pre­
paration was made by the Long Sutton 
teachers to dine the whole of the minis­
ters, officers, and teachers and their friends 
-about 150 in number. 

At 2.3'), being the time fixed for the 
afternoon meeting, Mr. W. Gee, of Pinch­
beck, took the chair, and delivered the 
1mnual address, appropriate alike for its 
character and its zeal for the Sunday 
school cause. It was then resolved that 
the meeting next year be held (D.V.) at 
Coningsby. That the Rev. F. Chamberlain, 
of Fleet, be the preacher on that occasion; 
in case of failure the Rev. G. Purser, of 
Long Sutton. That Mr. Joseph Best. of 
Boston, be the chairman, and deliver the 
annual address. 

The secretary's term of office (three 
years) having expired, a vote of thanks 
was accorded to him for biR services, with 
a request that be would stand again for 
re-election, but this he declined, Several 

persons wel'e then proposed secretary fol' 
the ensuing three years, when Mr. Henry 
Squier, the superintendent of the Pinch. 
beck school, was chosen to fill that office. 

Mr. P. Bothamley, of Boston, then rend 
a paper "Ou the nature of amusements to 
be provided nt our Sunday school treats;" 
and was well received, no exception being 
taken to any part of it except that Mr. B. 
thought that under certain circumstances 
dancing ou the greensward might be 
allowed. This remnrk led to a very ani. 
mated debate, in which Messrs. Sharman, 
Godsmark, and Alton, of Spalding; 
MatbAws, Bayley, and others, of Boston; 
the chairman and l\fr. Squier, of Pinch­
beck; and Sharman, of Coningsby, took 
part; and the paper was ultimately pnssed 
ou condition th11.t the words above quoted 
be expunged, which was, done, Mr. 
Bothamley remarking that he merely in­
serted the phrase to elicit the opinion of 
the meeting. 

It was then proposed that the subject of 
next year's paper be, "Juvenile Criminality 
in connexion with Sabbath schools;" Mr. 
Godsmark, of Spalding, to be the writer. 

Votes -of thanks were passed to Mr. 
Sharman for his sermon, l\fr. Bothamley 
for his paper, Mr. Gee for his address, and 
to the Long Sutton friends for , their 
liberal provisions; and Mr. Sb arm au was 
requested to send his sermon to the Maga­
zine for publication. 

This brought the afternoon sittings, 
which were well attended, to a close, and 
the friends again repaired to the Exchange, 
where a public tea was held, attended by 
about 300 persons. , 

The Committee, consisting of the sn­
perintAudents of the different schools, the 
chairman and the secretary appointed for 
the purpose, then met and arranged that 
the various schools should correspond 
with each other for the ensuing year in· 
the order iu which they stand as under: 
(1.) Coningsby and Suttertou. (2.) Bos­
ton, Witham Green, and Gosberton. 
(3.) Pinchbeck and Long Sutton. (4.) Bos­
ton, High Street, and Spalding. (5.) Hol­
beach and Gedney Brondgate. (6.) Sutton 
St. Edmunds and Gedney Hill. The 
schools first named to open the cor­
respondence. 

The evening meeting commenced at 
half. past six in the chapel, and was pre­
sided over by Mr. Gee, and addressed by 
MeRsrs. Thos. Sharman, (the surviving 
founder of the Union, and who stated he 
had attended thirty-nine meetings out of 
forty-one) Green. and Godsmnrk, of Spal­
ding; the Revs. J.E. Moore, of Holbeach; 
F. Chamberlain, of Fleet; and several 
other ministers and friends. 
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A special train wa~ arranged with the 
Great Northern Railway Company, which 
left at 0.30 in the evening to the several 
towns in the Union as far as Boston. 

The number of teachers and Rcholars 
belonging to the schools were reported 
slightly in advance of the previous year; 
but I cannot state the precise oum ber, in 
consequence of two of the schools having 
sent no report, 11s before named. 

The arrangements of the Long Sutton 
friends were excellent, and everything 
passed off well. 

EowAI\D WILsoN, Hon. Sec. 

WHITTLESEA.-Chapel Anniversary and 
Harvest Thanksgiving. - On Lord's-day, 
Sept. 12, service, were conducted by the 
Rev. S. S. Allsop to interesting congrega­
tions. On Monday evening a large num­
ber met at the harvest thanksgiving prayer 
meeting. On Tuesday afternoon a thanks­
giving sermon was preached by the Rev. 
T. Barrass, after which a large number 
met for tea; and in the evening the chapel, 
which was bedecked with fruit, corn, 
flowers, &c., was filled with an attentive 
audience, and. was addressed by the pas­
tor, who presided, and by the Revs. T. 
Barrass, S. S. Allsop, W. Telfer, W. Peters 
(County Missionary), Fenton Pryke (Home 
Missionary), and by Mr. Booth, of March. 
Collections, £18. 

BEESTON.-Extinctionojthe Chapel Debt. 
-We are happy to record that the effort 
which was made so successfully last year 
to reduce the debt on the chapel and 
school-rooms has been followed by a cor­
responding effort this year to remove the 
whole burden. About £60 were raised by 
private subscription, and on Sept. 21 the 
Rev. Charles Vince, of Birmingham, visited 
us for the third time, and preached an 
admirable sermon to a good congreg,itioo. 
The collection at the close crowned the 
effort privately made, and supplied a sur­
plus of a few pounds, which will partly 
meet the costs of some foture improve­
ments. 

CoALVILLE.-We purpose opening our 
bazaar on the 16th of November next; and 
as the debt we are attempting to remove is 
£500, which we fear we shall not be able 
to nccomplish without large help, we 
should be very much encouraged by any 
rnanifdstation of sympathy with our eff,,rt 
from our sister churches, either in the 
form of articles for the bazaar or dona­
tions, which will be gladly received by Mr. 
Birten8haw, our honorary secretary, at 
Coalville, or by the Rev. W. Salter. 

LoNo EATON.-On Lord's-day, Sep. 12, 
two very impressive sermons were preached 

in the Baptist chapel by Mr. Parkes, stu­
dent of the College. Collections were 
macle to the amount of £3 0s. lld., to aid 
in carrying on the caase. 

BAnroN.-Sermons in aid of the various 
Sabbath schools connected with this church 
were preached as follows :-May 9, at 
Market Bogworth, by Rev. W. Jarrom; 
collections, £6 9,. 4d.-May 30, at Newbold 
Verdon, by Rev. W. Hill; collections, 
£! 4s.-.June 27, at Barlestone, by Rev. 
T. R. Evans, of Countesthorpe; collec­
tions, £12 lOs.-Jnly 18, at Bagworth, by 
Rev. W. Bull, B.A., of Sutton-in-the-Elms; 
collections, £14 19.-Aag. 8, at Barton, by 
Rev. G. Hester, of Sheffield; collections, 
£25.-Aag. 22, at Desjord, by Mr. T. W. 
Marshall, of Loughborough; collections, 
£12 12,1. Total collections, £75 14s. 4d. 

BURNLEY, lEnon.-On Lord's-day, Aug. 
29th, the annual sermons of our Sunday 
s_chool were preached to large congrega­
t10ns by the Rev. T. W. Mathews, of Bos­
ton. Though the trade of the district is 
in a most depressed condition, hundreds 
out of employment, and the majority of 
the work people on short time, the collec­
tions were £79 10s. 6d. 

BAPTISMS. 

SAWLEY.-On Lord's-day, Sep. 5, three 
young friends were baptized by our min­
ister, the Rev. E. H. Jackson, and the 
same day received into the fellowship of 
the church. On the following Sabbath, 
four were immersed at our Long Eaton 
branch by Mr. Stenson. As this was the 
first time the ordinance of believers' 
baptism had been celebrated in this village, 
a goodly number assembled to witness it, 
and it is with pleasure we report that the 
grentest order and solemnity prevailed. 
An excellent and defensive sermon, in 
support of our views, was preached by i\Ir. 
Stenson, and we hope favourable im­
pressions were produced. ThA newly 
baptized were the same evening admitted 
into church fellowship. We hope these 
may be but as a few drops before a mighty 
shower; that the little one there may 
become a thousand, and the small one a 
strong nation. 

HrTCHIN, Walsworth Road.-The ordi­
nance of believers' baptism was adminis­
tered for the first time at the above place 
on Lord's-day evening, Aug. 22, when, 
after an impressive sermon by the Rev. 
J. H. Atkinson, he baptized five friends, 
four females and one male. The congre­
gation was large, and the service a very 
interesting one. 
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AnNotn.-On Lord's-day, Sep. 5, four 
young persons were baptized on o. pro­
fession of their faith in Christ, and were 
recei\•ecl into the church the same day. 
All were from our Sabbath school. Our 
prayer is that these may be only drops 
before the coming shower. We had a 
very crowded congregation. 

BARTON.-On Lord's-day morning, Aug. 
1st, after an excellent sermon by Mr. 
Jarrom, from 1 Peter iii. 21, seven friends 
were baptized, who, in the afternoon, were 
received into the church by Mr. Hill. 

PETERBOROUGH.-On Lord's-day, Aug. 
29, two persons wete baptized by Mr. 
Barrass, and were received into the church 
with two others on tbe following Lord's-day, 

BUTTERWICK.-On Lord's-day, Sept. 6, 
three persons were baptized in the river 
Trent by the Rev. W. M. Anderson, of 
Epworth. 

THE COLLEGE. 

THE Session for 1869-70 was opened in 
the first week of September, o.nd on the 
8th a sermon was preached to the stndents 
in Mansfield Road chapel, Nottingham, by 
the Rev. Thos. Lynch, of London. In the 
afternoon of the day the president and 
students accepted an invitation to tea at 
the Nottingham Congregational Institute. 
When tea wa.s ooncludtid the Rev. F. 
Williams gave expression to a few friendly 
sentiments towards the Chilwell tutors and 
students, which were responded to by Dr. 
Underwood in a brief address, one design 
of which was to show how much the 
future prosperity of both institutions 
depends on the good character and suc­
cessfnl courses c,f the collegians. Other 

short addresses followed by the senior 
students of both colleges, o.l'ter which the 
whole number proceeded to the public 
service and occupied the front seo.ts in the 
chapel. At service time the cho.pel was 
well filled, and the large congregation 
listened with marked attention to the 
devout prayers and earnest address of the 
highly-gifted minister. A collection 
amounting to upwards of £13, followed 
the sermon. 

THE LIBRARY, 

The president thankfully acknowledges 
the following sums which have been 
received in fulfilment of the promises made 
at Sheffield :-

Rev. J. Harrisop, Birmingham 
Mr. Reno.ls, Lenton .. 
The Loughborough Church 

£ s. d. 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 

He has pleasure in acknowledging the 
following for the current expenses of the 
College;-

Spalding 
Hose •. 
Broughton •• 
Mr. Thompson, Beeston 
Mr. Nall, Hoveringham 
Mr. Dalby_, Long Eaton 

£ s. d. 
8 0 0 
2 10 0 
2 12 6 
1. 0 0 
1 5 0 
1 0 o 

FoWLER-COGGAN.-Sept. 1, at the Bap­
tist chapel, Crowle, Lincolnshire, by the 
Rev. J. Stutterd, Mr. Joseph Fowler, for­
merly of Eastoft, to Miss Betsy Coggan, 
of Epworth, formerly of Luddington. 

jotcs on iulrlic ~H1tnts. 

As the Englilh Parliament is now in its 
recess political intelligence is very scanty. 
The Queen has been in Scotland, attended 
during part of the month by her chief 
minister. Mr. Gladstone's health, which 
was so seriously impaired by the ~evere 
duties of the last session, is now said to be 
re-established, and it is hoped that he may 
gain sufficient strength for the future 
services which the nation is expecting him 
to perform. 

The Meetings of the British Association 
in Exeter attracted much notice, and were 
memorable on several accounts. The 

prominent part taken in the discussions 
by a lady, Miss Becker, and the ability 
with which she defended the views she 
expressed, are incidents entitled to be 
mentioned. The address of the president, 
Professor Stokes, was eminently satis­
factory to the Christian portion of the 
members. " Let us," said he, "fearlessly 
trace the dependence of link on Jin k as 
far as it may be given us to trace it; but 
let us take heed that in thus studying 
Recond causes we forget not the First 
Cause, nor shut our eyes to the wonderful 
proofs of design which, in the study of 
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organized beings especially, meet ne at 
every turn." On the other side it is 
reported that Dr. Hunt, the founder of the 
Anthropological Society, was unable to 
obtain attention to his papers and those of 
his sceptical friends ; that thfa neglect 
produced a state of angry excitement 
which brought on brain fever, and th11t he 
hos since died from its effects. Other 
accounts state that he died from sun­
stroke. He was moon-struck long since! 

One of the fiercest controversies of the 
month is that which is likely to be long 
known as the Byronic. Owing to the 
publication of certain memoirs of Lord 
Byron by one of his mistresses, in which 
Lady Byron is caluminated, Mrs. Beecher 
Stowe has published a remarkable paper 
in her vindication. This paper imputes 
to Lord Byron a kind of immorality which 
was not generally, if at all, known by the 
present generation, and assigns it as the 
secret of Lady Byron's separation from 
him. The magazine in which this article 
appeared, Macmillan's, has sold exten­
sively, and has called forth a host of both 
defenders and assailants. The controversy 
is likely to continue for some time longer, 
and as it was opened by the distinguished 
authoress in the interests of truth and 
justice, it is h,;,ped that good moral results 
will be realized by it. 

In a smaller sphere, yet in one more 
especially ours, there has been warm de­
bating on the subject broached by the 
Committee of th!l Baptist Missionary 
Society,, and publicly advocated by Dr. 
Landels, of London, at the annual meet-

About the end of February and the 
beginning of Maroh, the church at Hali­
fax lost by death three beloved members. 
The first was-

Mrs. HENRY TOWNSEND, the daughter of 
one of our devoted deacons. About ten 
months before her decease, in apparently 
good health, in the hope of lengthened 
life/ and with the prospeot of conjugal 
happiness, she chan1ed the name of Birk­
beck for Townsend. In a few months, 
being seized with bronchitis, her bloom 
and vigour speedily departed, and in the 
twenty-third year of her age her earthly 
career terminated. She was among the 
first fruits of Mr. Clark's ministry here, 
being baptized at the age of fourteen. 

ing. The propriety of sending ont a large 
proportion of unmarried missionaries is a 
question which has, in a manner, forced 
itself forward in consequence of the grnw­
ing expenseR of missionary work. The 
subject is one of great practical im­
port11nce, and the discussion of it ought 
not to have been vitiated by the introduc­
tion of any kind of personal feelings. 

The publication of the Duke of St. 
Alban's letter to the parishoners of Red­
bourne, offering them the choice of their 
clergyman, bas called attention to the 
duties of other patrons of church livings; 
and is likely to establish the belief that 
they are not the irresponsible persons they 
have supposed themselves to be, but that, 
on the contrary, they are a kind of trustees 
for the religious well-being of their 
countrymen. • 

The re-constrnction of the Irish Church 
is an object on which the minds of Irish 
E piscopalians are nuw set. A lay con­
ference is fixed to be held in Dublin, on 
the 5th of October, to consider the affairs 
of the disestablished Ch.urch, and to lay 11 
basis for its future organization. 

A curious phase of Church Establish­
ments presents itself to notice in the fact 
that a Bill has been necessary to be passed 
by the Legislatnre t? enable bishops, 
unfitted by age, to resign their episcopal 
functions. The carrying of thiM measure 
is quickly followed by the solemn retire-

. ipent of such disabled men as the bishops 
of Exeter and Winchester. The former 
had. no sooner resigned his office than he 
ended his long life. 

She lamented, during her affliction, that 
she had not done more for Christ since 
she had found Him as her Saviour; that 
she had not, in greater earnest and to a 
greater extent, sought to win souls to Him. 
She strongly reproached and condemned 
herself for e. life, during her Christian pro­
fession, which she regarded as one bnt of 
negative good, and little effort or solicitude 
for the salvation of souls, on whose behalf 
the blood of Jesus has been spilt, compared 
with that travailing in birth on their behalf 
which she now felt to be alone worthy of 
those who are the professed servants and 
followers of Christ. In proof of her sin­
cerity are remembered the earnest exhor­
tations and solemn warnings which she 
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ge.ve to those who he.d been connected 
with her in the Sabbath school, and to 
others who visited her on the bed of afflic­
tion and death. She obtained n conscious­
ness of her forgiveness, resigned every­
thing earthly, and left the world in joyous 
confidence of the divine favour, and in the 
esteem and affection of her Christian 
frieuds. May we who survive give dili­
gence to make onr calling and election 
snre, and to receive at length, through 
grace, the reward of the "good and faith­
ful servant." 

Mrs. GEo. SmTH, on the third of Me.rob, 
finished her probe.tione.ry course. She had 
removed, with her beloved partner, to Lon­
don, but had not united with nny of our 
metropolitan churches. Her life, so far as 
the writer ,knows, was worthy of her pro­
fession. Her end was peace; e.nd she is 
confidently believed to be now enjoying 
the blessedness of those who die in the 
Lord. 

)\fr. ALVA SUTCLIFFE, whose father bas 
long e.nd honourably filled the office of 
dee.con in the eh urcb at Heptonstall Slack, 
died on the 12th of llfarcb, aged twenty~ 
six years. He bad been married nearly 
two years. His disposition was amiable, 
and bis piety undoubted. There was hope 
of bis recovery from affliction till a few 
days before bis decease. Like the preced­
ing, be knew in whom be had believed, 
and left it with bis Father in heaven 
whether be sbould live or die. His widow 
and other endeared kindred have reason to 
say, " The Lord gave, and the Lord bath 
taken away, blessed be the name of the 
Lord.'' 

Recently still more have yielded to the 
power of the last enemy. 

July 15th, Mr. GEo. SKELTON, the only 
child of one of our deacons, who bad not 
become a member with us, but who had 
not become a member with ns, but who 
bad sought and found the Lord in affl_ic­
tion in faith and joy approached the m­
visible world, knowing that his Redeemer 
lived. His parents "sorrow not even as 
others which have no hope.'' They grieve, 
bot desire not to repine, hoping at length, 
through the riches of Divine grace, to 
meet in glory.'' 

July 15th, died our beloved ~rother, Mr, 
EPHRAIM Rn.EY, of whom a notice appeared 
in the last mouth's Magazine. 

August 8th, aged eighty.two, in the hope 
of the gospel, Mr. HENRY M_r~OHELL. J:fe 
became the subject of rehg10us convic­
tions when serving bis country as a militia­
man, and found peace through faith in 

Christ when acting as a sentinel during 
the night at one of our southern seaport 
towns, nearly sixty years ago. When re. 
leased from this service he returned home 
and on the first Sunday after bis rehirn' 
having during the week got new clothes' 
he went to Birchcliffe chapel. He became: 
ere long, a member of the church; but 
living nearer to Haptonstall Slack, when he 
had become a married mnn,and had afnmily 
connected at least with the Sabbath school 
at the latter place, be sought and obtained 
dismission to the obnrcb nt Haptonstall 
Slack. About twenty-se\"en years ago, re. 
moving to the neighbourhood of Ovendon, 
he united with the friends there, and on 
their becoming a branch of the church at 
North Parade in 1857, be became a member 
at Halifax. From the beginning of bis reli­
gions career to the end of life be lost not 
bis trust in Christ. Almost bis last words 
were, "I am quite happy; ready to de. 
part. I have a better home.'' Does not 
bis conversion forcibly teach that circum­
stances unfavourable to religion are not 
excusable circumstances'? and thaf falling 
away is not necessary to ch·anges in resi­
dence and condition? The lives and 
deaths of one and another, while encour­
aging to them tbnt fear and love God, are 
solemn! v admonitory to the neglecters of 
that religion which is so variously proved 
to be the one thing needful. Let all be 
persuaded to live the life of the righteous, 
and thus escape the death that never dies. 

Mrs. THos. CROWTHER died on the 4th 
of September, aged sixty-six years. She 
was baptized at the age of eighteen, and 
she then united with the church at Cnlm­
stock, in Devonshire, of which her father 
was a deacon. She united with the church 
at Halifax in 1857, having previously come 
from the south to Halifax on account of 
employment for her children. Pious from 
her youth, a lover of God's word and God's 
people, taking pleas nre in Christian con­
versation, in prayer and meetings for the 
relation of Christian experience, she en­
joyed a sweet assurance of the presence 
and favour of her Lord and Saviour. In 
that affliction which very gradually effected 
her dissolution she was patient, resigned, 
thankful, lookiui:( forward to a beholding 
of the King in His beauty, to the society 
of the perfect, and to the fulness and 
eternity of joy which are in reserve for"tbe 
faithful in Christ Jesus. 

Mr. THos. MARSHALL, clock maker, aged 
seventy-nine, finished his probation on 
August 17th. He bas honoured a profe. 
sion of Christianity for about forty years, 
For some years he was a deacon of the 
church, but on becoming elderly and feel-
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ing some of the infirmities of age, and 
Joving privacy more than publicity, he re­
signed this office, having discharged its 
duties with the approbation and gratitude 
of the ohuroh, He loved the means of grace, 
]<new well that Christ's death is the only 
foundation on which guilty man can se­
curely rest, and saw the gradual approach 
of death with calm trust in the only and 
all-sufficient Saviour of sinners. " Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright: 
for the end of that man is peace.'' 

DEACON.-Martha Deacon, the worthy 
and beloved wife of Mr. William Deacon, 
farmer, of New Hampton, was born at 
Bilstone, in Leicestershire, on January 
28th, 1800. Her parents were not earnest 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
she passed her early life without seeking 
an interest in religion. It was not until 
after her marriage that she sought and 
found that Sayiour who was her support 
in life and in death. After her marriage 
she came to reside in New Hampton, 
Middlesex, and attending II religious ser­
vice which was held in a small room in the 
neighbourhood, her mind was deeply im­
pressed with II sense of divine things, and 
she was led to seek mercy and salvation. 
After her conversion she was baptized and 
joined to the fellowship of the Baptist 
church, Kingston-on-Thames. She was 
baptized by the Rev. W. Webster on the 
2nd of December, 1888, and she remained 
an honoured and consistent member of 
the church until her death. N otwith­
standing the oares and anxieties of bring­
ing up her family, she ever showed a deep 
and loving interest in the church of which 
she was a member; and unless she was 
detained by illness, her place in the sanc­
tuary was rarely vacant, though she lived 
several miles from the chapel. Upon the 
settlement of the present pastor at King­
ston, her honoured husband ( who had 
joined the church about the same time as 
herself) was elected a deacon of the church; 
this event brought the pastor frequently in 
contnct with her, and she showed herself 
his kind and loving friend. She bad a 
kind word for all, and a willing mind for 
every good work. Her gentleness and 
humility of spirit, together with her 
earnest desire for the welfare of the 
church, made ·per beloved by every mem­
ber of the flock. She lived to see many 
changes in the church, and some of them 
of a painful nature; but through all the 
eh urch's vioissitudes she remained its true 
friend. About four years before her death 
she had a severe illness, which all thought 
must terminated fatally : but in answer to 

earnest prayer she was restored again to a 
measure of health. A few months ago she 
was again afflicted, this time gradually to 
succumb to a most painful disease. For 
many weeks she was entirely confined to 
her bed, and passed through very great 
suffering; nature had endowed her with a 
remarkable constitnti0n, so that she lin­
gered for some time after her case hacl 
been pronounced hopeless. But in all her 
long and painful affliction she never once 
lost her hope and confidence in her pre­
cious Jesus. She was naturally solicitous 
that all her children should be followers of 
the Saviour, but was enabled calmly to 
surrender her family and all her concerns 
into the hands of her Lord. While she 
had a strong desire to depart and to be with 
Christ, and would sometimes wonder w by 
the Master tarried so long, y~t she was 
exceedingly patient under her suffering 
and submissive to the divine will. She 
was full of thankfulness and admiration 
at the goodness and mercy of God towards 
her in giving her so many bleasings. On 
the morning of the 10th of August her 
loving attendant and daughter, Mrs. Ash, 
perceiving the end was near, summoned 
the family to the dying bed; but before all 
could be in attendance good :Mrs. Deacon 
calmly and peacefully fell asleep in Jesus, 
in the seventieth year of her age. 

H.B. 

ALLIN.-July 21, John Allin departed 
this life, aged thirt_v-six years. He en­
tered the Kirkby Woodhouse Sabbath 
school when very young, and became a 
teacher. Having a great talent for sing­
ing and music, he was a member of the 
choir for many years. He attended the 
school as II teacher, and became II zealous 
member of tbe church about six years 
before his death. Early in February, bis 
health began to break up. Hfl suffere,l 
very much, but still thought that be should 
rally again to be the prop and support of 
a family of seven children; but the time 
was fast approaching that he was to be 
taken from them. When askecl about his 
health, he always exf)ressed a hope that he 
was better. At another time, when suffer­
ing very much, he said " it was nothing to 
what Jesus had suffered for him." It was 
with the most patient resignation that he 
gave himself up to the Lord's will, ancl 
told his wife to look to Him that had pro­
mised to be a father to the fatherless, and 
11 husband to the widow. He was greatly 
respected by all who knew him, and be­
loved by his aged parents, who are left to 
bemoan his Joss, feeling assured of joining 
him in heaven. 
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REV . .JOHN NEWTON AS A PREACHER. 

THAT ministry was eminently useful. 
His preaching can hardly be called 
popular in the usual sense of that term. 
He was not eloquent. He had neither 
grace in his manner nor music in his 
voice to recommend him. His sermons 
were not the fruit of great study; 
indeed, his preparation for the pulpit 
was too often very imperfect. Yet 
not only in the country, but at St. 
Mary W oolnoth, and year after year, 
Mr. Newton preached to large, often 
to crowded congregations, consisting, 
in many cases, of advanced and intelli­
gent Christians, who hung upon his 
lips, and who returned to their homes 
conscious that they had been fed with 
thP- bread of heaven. 

What then, it may be asked, was 
the source of Mr. Newton's power in 
the pulpit? It might perhaps suffice 
to say that he was possessed in large 
measure of the two great elements of 
all such power. His whole soul was 
in sympathy both with the truth and 
with his hearers. He spoke that which 
he believed, and because he believed ; 
and he spoke with the conviction that 
it was the great truth of God he was 
uttering. He appealed to sinners with 
the loving compassion of one who had 
been in like peril with themselves, and 
who longed that they might share in 
his happy deliverance; he was a 
restored prodigal, and they too might 
be reconciled to their Father. Again, 
in addressing his fellow travellers to 
the heavenly Canaan, he gathered les­
sons from the stores of his own rich 
and varied experience, and thus 
"showed them all the way" which his 
God and their God was leading them 
through the wilderness. It must fur­
ther be remembered that striking illus­
trations, happy turns of thought, racy 
and telling expressions, often enriched 
Mr. Newton's extempore discourses. 
Then zeal, earnestness, and a winning 
affection breathed their spirit through all 
he said. And finally, if there was often 
less of the direct preparation of thought 
and study than might have been 
desirable, there was ever the prepara-

tion of devout and earnest prayer, and 
that to an extent perhaps not very 
common. Of the great acceptance or 
Mr. Newton's "house-preaching" we 
have the fulleBt proof. Here he seems 
to have been peculiarly happy. Of 
his printed sermons Mr. Jay (no mean 
judge) says:-" Some of Mr. New­
ton's published sermons are exquisitely 
natural, simple, and intelligible, and 
easily remembered, and would be much 
better models for young ~inisters than 
such as abound with abstruseness, and 
pomp, and finery." 

REV . .JOHN NEWTON IN PRIVATE. 

MR. NEWTON'S conversational ,powers 
were remarkable. He possessed all 
the elements which are essential to the 
exercise of this happy faculty. In no 
little measure he had wit, humour, 
ready thought, and expression, with 
cheerfulness, social and kindly feeling, 
all pervaded by the purity and benevo­
lence of real piety. · "As he had much 
goodnature," says Mr. Jay, "so he 
had much pleasantry, and frequently 
emitted sparks of lively wit, or rather 
humour; yet they never affected the 
comfort or reputation of any one, but 
were perfectly innocent and harmless. 
Sometimes he had the strangest fetches 
of drollery. One day, by a strong 
sneeze, he shook off a fly which had 
perched upon his gnomon, and imme­
diately said-' Now if this fly keeps a 
diary, he'll write-To-day a terrible 
earthquake.' At another time, when 
I asked him how he slept, he instantly 
replied-' I'm like a beef-steak-once 
turned, and I'm done.''' 

It would be tedious to give even a 
tithe of Mr. Newton's striking sayings. 
Good as they are in their proper place 
and setting, yet apart from these they 
lose much of their point; and when 
gathered together, like crowded gems, 
the reader is but dazzled by their glare. 

When on one occasion a question 
arose as to the priority of faith or re­
pentance, Mr. Newton asked-" Are 
not the heart and lungs both equally 
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necessary to the life of a man?" "Yee, 
surely." "Well, then, tell me which 
of these began to play first? This re­
sembles the point you have been dis­
cussing." 

Referring, on another occasion, to 
the apostle's expression," that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ," 
he observed-" That is not sinless per­
fection. The more grace a man has, 
the quicker sensibility he has about sin; 
nor is it the perfection of an angel, but 
of a child who has all the parts of a 
man, but is not a man. A perfect 
Christian is one who has all the parts 
of a Christian-the head, the heart, 
the hands, if we may Bo speak-he has 
faith, love, humility, and the like." 

Again, he speaks thus of the Chris­
tian in the- world :-" A Christian in 
the world is like a man transacting his 
affairs in the rain; he will not suddenly 
leave his client because it rains, but 
the moment the business is done he is 
off. As it is said in the Acts, ' Being 
let go, they went to their own com­
pany.'" 

Once visiting a family who had suf­
fered a great loss by fire, " I found," 
he says, "the mistress of the house in 
tears. I said, ' Madam, I wish you 
joy.' 'What do you wish me joy of 
the fire?' 'No, I wish you joy that 
you have treasure laid up which the 
fire cannot reach.' This turn stopped 
her grief. She wiped away her tears 
and smiled." 

How TO LENGTHEN OR SHORTEN 
LIFE.-The following, by an unknown 
writer, accords with our observation: 
The deadliest foe to a man's longevity 
is an unnatural and unreasonable ex­
citement. Every man is born with a 
certain stock of vitality, which cannot 
be increased, but which may be hus­
banded or expended rapidly, as he 
deems best. Within certain limits he 
has his choice\ to live fas~ or slow, to 
live abstemiously or intensely, to draw 
his little amount of life over a large 
space, or condense it into a narrow one; 
but when his stock is exhausted he 
has no more. He who lives abste­
miously, who avoids all stimulants, 
takes light exercise, never overtasks 
himself, indulges no exhausting pas-

x 

eions, feeds his mind and heart on no 
exciting material, has no debilitating 
pleasures, lets nothing ruffle his tem­
per, keeps his "accounts with God and 
man squared up," is sure, barring acci­
dents, to spin out his life to the longest 
limit which it is possible to attain ; 
while he who lives intensely, who 
feeds on high-seasonea food, whethr,r 
material or mental, fatigues his body 
or brain by hard labour, exposes him­
self to inflammatory disease, seeks con­
tinual excitement, gives loose to his 
passion, frets at every trouble, and en­
joys Ii ttle repose, is burning the candle 
at both ends, and is sure to shorten 
his days. 

How TO LOOK UPON DEATH.-Once 
upon a time a little leaf was heard to 
sigh, as leaves often do when a gentle 
wind is about. And the twig said, 
"What is the matter, little leaf?" 
And the' leaf said, "The wind just told 
me that one day it would pull me off, 
and throw me down to die.'' The 
twig told it to the branch on which it 
grew, and the branch told it to the 
tree. And when the tree heard it, it 
rustled all over, and sent back word to 
the leaf, "Do not be afraid; hold on 
tightly, and you shall not go till you 
want to." And so the leaf stopped 
sighing, but went on singing. Every 
time the tree shook itself, the little 
leaf danced up and down merrily, as if 
nothing could ever pull it off. And so 
it grew all summer long. And when 
the bright days of autumn came, the 
little leaf saw all the leaves around 
become very beautiful. Some were 
yellow, and some scarlet, and some 
striped with both colours. Then it 
asked the tree what it meant. And 
the tree said, "All these leaves are 
getting ready to fly away; and they 
have put on these beautiful colours, 
because of joy." Then the little leaf 
began to want to go, and grew very 
beautiful in thinking of it; and when 
it was very gay in colour, it saw that 
the branches of the trees had no colour 
in them, and so the leaf said, " 0 
branches! why are ye lead-colour, and 
we golden?" " We must keep on our 
work-clothes, for our life is not done; 
but your clothes are for holiday, 
because your tasks are over." Just 
then a little puff of wind came, and the 
leaf let go without thinking of it; and 
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the wind took it up, and turned it over 
and over, and whirled it like a spark of 
fire in the air, and then it feH gently 
among hundreds ofleaves, and dreamed, 
and never waked to tell what i,t 
dreamed about. 

THE BANEFULNESS OF THEATRES.­
The height of heaven is taken by the 
staff· the bottom of the sea is sounded 
by tl;e plummet; the farthest coast is 
discovered by the compass ; the secrets 
of nature are searched by wit, and the 
anatomy of man is set out by experi­
ence. But the abuses of plays cannot 
be shown, because they pass the de­
grees of the instrument, the reach of 
the plummet, the sight of the mind, 
and for trial are never brought to the 
touchstone. Therefore he that will 
avoid the open shame of privy sin­
the common plague of private offences 
-the great wrecks of little rocks, and 
the sure disease of uncertain causes, 
must set hand to the stem, and eye to 
his steps to shun the occasion as near 
as he can. God bath armed every 
creature against its eni:mies; the lion 
with._ paws, the bull with horns, ~he 
boar with tusks, the vulture with 
talons, harts, binds, and hares, with 
swiftness of feet because they are fear­
ful, and every one putting his gift in 
practise. But man, the lord of the whole 
earth, for whose service herbs, trees, 
roots, plants, fish, fowl, an_d beasts of 
the field were first made, is far worse 
than the brute beasts; for they indeed, 
but with sense, seek that which helps 
them and shun that which hurts them. 
But we who have sense, reason, wit, 
and understanding, are ever oyerlash­
ing-passing our bounds-g~mg be­
yond our limits-never keepmg our­
selves within compass-nor once look­
ing unto the place whe1;1ce ~e came, 
nor whither we must go m spite of our 
hearts, 

ONE OF OUR WEAKNESSES,-lt _is 
common in us to overr,ate present evil, 
and to underrate present good: to long 
for what we have not, and to be di~­
satisfied with what we have. This 
propensity has been_ notice~ by both 
laughing and weeprng philosophers, 
and has been dilated upon almost to 
satiety by poets and preachers. "To 
its influence on the fate of great corn-

munities,11 Macaulay ea.ye, 'I may be 
ascribed most of tlae revolutions and 
counter-revolutions recorded, in his­
tory." We see it memorably mani­
fested by the old Hebrews. No sooner 
were they released from their ha1·d 
bondage than tli.e.y began to reproach 
their deliverer for leading them away 
from the savoury fare on whioh they 
had subsisted in Egypt. They said it 
was well with us in. Egypt. They 
asked, Were it not better for us to ~e­
turn? And they appointed them a 
captain to take them back again. As 
the author of " Pisgah Sight" says, 
" They would and they would not, 
and they would again : now sick to 
stay-now wild to go on--and now 
mad to return." Not less apparent 
was this weakness of human nature 
immediately a~tl)r th_e great English 
revolution. ~n the conrse of a few 
short months there was a reaction of 
public feeling. Man.y lords an<;l. gen­
tleman who had ~a.ken, arms for the 
Prince of Orange, and a Free Parlia­
ment muttered that they had been 
draw~ in r and the Royalist sentiment 
which ha<;l. seemed to be extinguished 
by the lawless, dominl!,tion of Jame?, 
partially Ie".ived at the thought of hIS 
misfortunes. 

THE OOORTANCE OF BODILY EXER· 
CISE FOR MINISTERS,-An American 
missionary writing from India, says: 
"I am prepared to lay it down as a 
Jaw that cannot long be violated with 
impunity, that a minister ~hou_ld pre­
pare his body, as well as his mmd and 
heart, for tbe la,bours of the Sabbath. 
If a man wants to keep his hearers. 
a.wake on Sunday, let him shake him­
self well on the Saturday. Very often 
what starts the sweat in the garde_n, 
starts the inspiration in the pulpit. 
But my favourite to~l is t~e axe. Had 
I served an apprenticeship as a wood­
chopper I could scarcely love it more. 
It is an ~cstacy of delight to swing it, 
and great fun to see the chips fly. 
This is just the work for men who 
have to sit much, like editors, lawyers, 
and ministers. It not only starts the 
blood but expands the chest and fills 
the l~ngs. '!'he axe fr~ely used wi!l 
surely drive out dyspepsia, and all h111 
train in blue !" 
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ltisaionnty ~ batrbtr. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS ; THEIR 

RELATIONS & CLAIMS. 

Tall above is the title of a valuable 
work on missions lately published at 
New York by the Rev. Rufus Ander­
son, D.D., LL.D., late foreign secretary 
of the " American Board of Commis­
sioners for Foreign Missions." The 
work had its origin in a series of lectures 
on fore_ign missions, delivered in the 
Theo}ogical ·Seminary at Andover, under 
appomtment of the trustees, and sub­
sequently by request at some five or six 
other similar instittttions. The book is 
pronounced to be "a marvel of con­
densati?n-" _Th~ Monthly Religious 
Magazine (Umtarian) says of it, "No 
more powerful argument conld be made 
for the religion of the Bible than might 
be shaped by the bare statis'tics of Dr. 
Anderson's book, particularly from chap­
ter XII., on the ' Sn·ccess of Missions.'" 
A copy of the work has been kindly 
forwarded by the secretaries of the 
".American Board" for the library of 
the General Baptist Missionary Society. 
We have mnch pleasure in acknow­
ledging this act of fraternal kindness 
and purpose sharing the benefit of th~ 
gift with our readers from time to time 
by copious selections in the pages of the 
Observer. The first of 'these selections 
will be found in the paper that follows. 
It relates to a subject of great practical 
importance in this country as well as 
in America. 

HINDRANCES AT HOME. 
The Chief Hindl'llnce-Want of Information­

Pastors will find this-The Facts stated-How 
the Ignorance is to be removed-Causes that 
are plll'ely l'rovidential-llmrnm Ageneies­
Pnstoral-Sabbath Schools-Monthly Concert 
of Prayer-Missionary Puhlications-Ecclesi-
11stical Bodies-Benevolent Societies. 

MY present object is not so much to 
specify the ljiudrances to the work of 
missions in the churches at home, which 
exbt in the form of misapprehensions 
aud ohjections, though they will receive 
a brief consideration, as what I conceive 
to he, in true chriatians, the root and 
source of them all; namely, ignorance of 
the facts in missions. I am to speak, 
then, of this great obstacle in the chris­
t\an churches to the progress of the mis­
sionary work, and how it is to be re-

moved. No department of duty at the 
present time is more deserving than this 
of critical attention from ministers of the 
gospel, and from the churches. 

I. I must first illustrate the fact of 
this ignorance. The deficiency is in what 
may be called appropriate information. 
Specific duties demand appropriate facts, 
and these are indispensable. It was 
seeing the wounded man who fell among 
thieves, which called forth the compas­
sionate ministrations of the good Sama­
ritan. It was beholding the sin and 
misery of mankind that brought the Son 
of God from heaven on His mission 
to earth. 

Pastors will be sure to find amon" 
the members of their churches a deli~ 
ciency in that kind of information, which 
is productive, through the divine bless­
ing, of a missionary spirit. Our age is 
indeed called, and very properly, a read­
ing age. "The popular taste," as one 
bas justly said, "is discu~sive, travelling 
over the fields of trade, agriculture, com­
merce, and all the productive industries 
of the times. It follows the diplomacy 
of cabinets, and the movements df armies, 
with the world's map constantly in band. 
It is alive to the lessons of science, the 
attractions of literature, and especially 
the fascinations of fiction, in its dealings 
with life and religion. And yet here is 
a cause confessedly transcending every 
other, in the judgment of the cbristian 
mind, which, if we were to estimate its 
importance by what the bulk of the 
people know abont it, we should be 
forced to set it down as one of the most 
insignificant topics of the day.'' 

This is the strong testimony of a writer 
in our father-land; and it is applicable 
to our country. How little accurate in­
formation has the great body of church 
members in our best churches as to the 
moral and religious condition of the 
world! Perhaps there are no churches 
is christendom, unless we except the 
Moravian, which have a better mis­
sionary development than the Congrega­
tional churches in the States of Massa­
chusetts aud Connecticut ; and I draw 
my illustration specially from them be­
cause I have more certain iuformation 
concerning them. I believe that no­
where does a larger proportion of chl"is-
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tians r0ad about missions, and pray for 
them, and contribute for their support. 
Yet it is known that even in the best of 
thorn churches, nearly one-fourth of the 
members really contribute nothing for 
sending the gospel to the heathen, and 
scarcely more than a fifth part give at­
tendance at the monthly concert of 
prayer for the conversion of the world. 
It is believed, also, to be true of those 
churches, with few exceptions, that not 
more than one professedly christiau 
family in three or four takes, or even 
looks into the monthly journal, which 
contains a definite and intelligent account 
of the missions they are pledged to sup­
port. The want of missionary informa­
tion in the Presbyterian Church would 
seem to be also great, if we judge by the 
fact, stated on high authority, that nearly 
one half of the four or five thousand 
churches, in the year 1865, made no con­
tribution whatever in support of the 
foreign missionary cause. 

I will not presume to say how far 
missionary publications are actually read 
by those who take them, nor what 
amount of missionary information is 
actually imparted at the monthly concert. 
But I believe the interest which truly 
christian people take in the missionary 
work, is equal to their correct knowledge 
of it. For we must charitably suppose 
that the apparent insensibility of so 
many real christians to the enlargement 
and glory of their Redeemer's kingdom 
on earth, is not because their hearts are 
really cold and dead to the interests of 
that kingdom, but because they know so 
little about it. 

The great hindrance to the develop­
ment of a missionary spirit in the evan­
gelical churches, is in this lack of appro­
priate information. Its removal will, of 
course, require labour and time. 

II. What are the means and agencies 
by which this desirable and even neces­
sary end is to be attained ? 

l. I am happy to say, in the first 
place, by causes that are purely provi­
dential. The Providence which has so 
marvellonsly opened the heathen world 
for the messengers of the gospel, as 
already described, is operating constantly 
in the churches with a steadiness and 
force like that of the laws of nature. 
We are really part of a great progres­
sive system of social religious life, 
and are moving on together. There is 
inherent power in facts and ideas. Our 

social religious lifo is subject to the great 
laws of Providence. The stupendous 
changes already noticed as going forward 
in the heathen world and in christen­
dom, as the result of God's providence, 
should lead us to expect corresponding 
changes in what may be called the reli­
gions world, and e~pecially in the evan­
gelical churches. .As an illustration of 
this onward movement, I refer to the 
early fathers of New England. Their 
writings show, that training the churches 
for the work of converting the heathen 
world, intelligent and pious as they were, 
scarcely formed any part of their con­
ceptions of the pastoral duty. .And the 
general tone of the very best informed 
ecclesiastical literature down to a late 
period, tells the same story. It was so, 
also, in pastoral life. The author's 
father was pastor of a church for nearly 
a score of years, and joyfully greeted the 
first developments of the· missionary 
spirit in our own country. Yet he did 
not realize the duty of enlisting his 
church in missions to heathen nations 
until about the time of the forming of 
the .American Board'. He was not blame­
worthy in this. There had been no per­
ceptible call for it. The idea of that 
specific pastoral duty bad not at that 
time a place in the pu]:Jlic mind. It was 
a new idea ; the introduction of a new 
power into the churches of our land. 

But then commenced a remarkable 
inflow of facts, lights, and influences from 
the outer worid upon the ministry and 
upon the churches of our land, forming 
one of the religions characteristics of onr 
age. And these influences have never 
ceased their inflow, tike tidal waves, · 
with a constantly increasing power. It 
was with the church of God, in this 
respect, as it is with the sleeping world 
as day approaches. The stars are shin­
ing, and the breaking day reaches but a 
few. Bat the m.orn advances, and, with 
the rising sun, hamlet, village, and city 
awake, and go forth to the duties of life. 
The evangelical spirit of oar churches 
has been coming, and is coming, more 
and more under this providential influ­
ence; nor may we believe there will 
be an arrest of its progress, until the 
condition and claims of the heathen world 
are generally recognized by the really 
pious, and stand oat in the light of a 
glorious day. 

This providential inflow of missionary 
information and influence upon the 
churches, and the consequent develop-
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moot and growth of the m1ss10nary 
spirit among pastors and people, shonld 
cucoarage us. It is a blessed thing, and 
tho wise and faithful pastor will favonr 
it by every proper means. 

2. Among the human agencies for the 
removal of this paralyzing evil, the first 
place is to be given to the pastoral. 
What should pastors do to remove the 
ignorance, and consequent indifference, 
of their people? 

Their attention should be early given 
to the children of their charge, who need 
to be educated to a knowledge of what 
will be their future duty as christians. 
There is doubtless a great deficiency 
here. Children are believed to have a 
less specific training for benevolent 
giving, especially giving for foreign mis­
sions, now, than they bad when such 
missions were a new thing, forty or fifty 
years ago; though, in many other re­
spects, there has doubtless been a pro­
gress. Oar Sabbath schools, so far as I 
have been able to learn, while they dis­
tinctly inculcate missions to the heathen 
as among the duties prescribed by the 
gospel, and while many of the schools 
give for the education of heathen yoath, 
do yet allow to modern missions no pro­
minent place in their system of instruc­
tion. So far as I have yet been able to 
learn, they, with here and there an ex­
ception, give it no place at all ; except­
ing an oecasional address from a returned 
missionary, which is of coarse an excel­
lent usage. The text-books, in this re­
spect, seem to me not to be up to the 
demands of the times. I find no distinct 
reference to modern missions in any of 
the text-books I have consulted. Nor 
have I yet heard of any, which treat at 
all of the missions in our day. I see not 
how the text-books in common use would 
be constructed differently, or the teach­
ing be materially changed, were there no 
missions in existence, and were there 
no heathen world accessible to the 
churches. In a late Sabbath school con­
vention, no reference was made to this 
class of duties, t1or to the development of 
christian character in the rising genera­
tion, as having anything to do with the 
conversion of the nnevangelized world. 

Yet certainly no cbristian duties are 
more really important, and none, in this 
age, more fundamental in the develop­
ment of christian character, and as a test 
of its genuineness. The foundations for 
a broad and elevated chriatian character 
need to be laid in youth. Then is the 

time to inculcate the duty, to awaken an 
interest in the work, and to cultivate the 
habit of giving for its advancement. If 
this be not done then, it never will be 
done effectnally. If additional text­
books are needed for this purpose, let 
them be prepared, and judiciously iutro­
doced into the Sabbath school instruction. 

Of course the Sabbath school library 
will need attention. Sabbath school 
libraries are greatly deficient in this 
department. The reading has too much 
of fiction, is too sensational, and creates 
in the minds of the children a positive 
distaste for the plain matter-of-fact con­
nected with the extension of Christ's 
kingdom. This is a calamitous result in 
the religious education of the rising 
generation, and is a dark omen for the 
future. Indeed, there is probably no 
department of influence in the christian 
church of our times that needs more 
prompt and thorough attention than do 
these libraries. 

Missionary societies are sometimes 
formed in Sabbath schools. Quite re­
cently my attention has been called to a 
successful experiment of this kind in a 
town of Connecticut, extended through a 
score of years. The principal agent in 
the case was the superintendent of the 
school. A missionary association was 
formed of the pupils, and became a popu• 
Jar institution. Once in a quarter, the 
Sabbath school monthly concert was con­
verted into a missionary concert; when 
the children were encouraged to bring in 
written resolutions, or sentiments, and 
lay them on the table, from whence they 
were taken and read in the course of the 
meeting. They were also invited to 
select and write out texts from the scrip­
tures fitted to stimulate the missionary 
spirit of the school, and these were also 
read. From samples of these resolutions 
and scripture extracts, I judge that their 
influence must have beeu good. Reports 
were occasionally read by the president ; 
and he availed himself of every oppor­
tunity to secure addresses from returned 
missionaries, and often succeeded ; and 
some of those speakers, no longer among 
the living, whose memory is cherished by 
the churches, must have left a salutary 
impression on those youthful minds. 

In another Sabbath school the mis­
sionary field was divided among the 
children of the advanced classes, and 
once a quarter the Sabbath school 
monthly concert was devoted to missions. 
Each of the children was expected then 
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to bring in some fact or facts concerning 
his own field. In this way missionary 
information was constantly coming into 
the school, and a missionary spirit was 
promoted. 

As Sabbath school societies are educa­
tional, it should be their aim to train the 
youth for the great christian work of 
their future lives, and their attention 
should be directed to the missionary 
work at home, as well as abroad. The 
destitute of our own lands, the degenerate 
churches of the East, the Jews, the 
pagan nations, and the missions among 
them, should each receive their share of 
attention-of course, with the help of 
maps, and other appropriate illustrations. 
All they will need is a presiding spirit, 
well informed and interested on the sub­
ject of missions. 

Another department of pastoral duty 
is the monthly concert of prayer for 
the conversion of the world. That 
should be what its name imports-a 
prayer meeting for missions, foreign and 
domestic; literally, for the conversion 
of the world. The information and 
prayers should not be restricted to the 
missions of one society, or of one denomi­
nation, or to one class of missions, nor 
to the missions from our own country. 
Moreover, the pastor should guard against 
feeling himself, or allowing his people to 
feel, that the meeting is unimportant, 
much less a failure, becaose only a few 
attend it. Those few, even shoold they 
happen to be chiefly females, are really, 
in respect to the missionary cause, what 
the " three hondred" were to the " ten 
thousand" in Gideon's army. 

Experience teaches that we most not 
expect even good people to take a very 
lively interest in the information given at 
the monthly concert, while they know 
little of the geography and history of 
missions. We remember how the news­
papers, in the late war, accompanied 
their accoonts of battles and sieges with 
maps and illustrations. While the only 
effectual remedy for ignorance in mis­
sionary geography is early training, much 
can be done in the missionary prayer­
meeting itself, by pastor and others, 
through a judicious use of maps and 
other illustrations. 

The churches in some parts of onr 
land seem, just now, to be somewhat in 
a transition state as to their religious 
habits. In many places, the afternoon 
preaching service is giving place to the 
Sabbath school ; aud if the second 

preaching service be not relinquished 
altogether, it is transferred to the even. 
ing, to the no small peril of the monthly 
concert, where that meeting has been 
held on Sabbath evening. What shall 
b~ ~one in this case P_ This monthly 
m1ss10nary prayer meetmg was the out­
growth of the missionary spirit, and is 
believed to be quite necessary to the life 
and vigour of that spirit. It has been 
asked whether the weekly church prayer 
meeting may not be converted, once a 
month, into a missionary prayer meeting. 
That has been tried, but in many cases 
it has been a short-lived experiment. 
The first Sabbath in the month is the 
best time for the concert; and might not 
the Sabbath evening preaching service, 
once a month, where it exists, be so 
modified as to meet the exigency ? This, 
also, has in some cases been tried, and it 
only needs that pastor and people enter 
heartily into the arrangement. Take 
the broad view, just now intimated, of 
the field as occupied by the various 
societies at home and abroad, of tbe 
whole active efforts of the church, and 
let the people be at the expense of pro­
viding their minister with the needful 
-soorces of information, and the needful 
Illustrations, and there would be no 
serious difficulty. 

Much will, of course, depend on the 
manner of conucting the monthly concert. 
It is the result of my own experience and 
observation, that there is no more safety 
in going into this meeting without 
previous preparation, than there is into 
the pulpit on the Sabbath. Indeed, 
permanent success in that meeting re­
quires that this department of pastoral 
duty should by no means be forgotten 
in the habits of study which are culti• 
vated in the seminary course. Men, who 
go through the seminary in habitual neg­
lect of the intelligence concerning which 
I now speak, will be likely to go through 
their ministerial life in the same manner. 
But with the established habit of keep­
ing the monthly prayer meeting in view 
in the miscellaneous reading of the month, 
and with a hearty interest in the subject, 
an adeq oate preparation for the monthly 
concert will not be found to interfere 
with the weekly preparation for the 
Sabbath pulpit. 

I am not in favour of reading much ~t 
that meeting, and what reading there 1s 
should, for the most part, be avowedly 
illustrative of some point or points that 
have been distinctly st11ted, The object 
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is to awaken an interest, rather than 
fully to satisfy it, and thug lead the peo­
ple to read for themselve~. And there 
should be so much or intelligent and· aR• 
propriat1;1 remark by the pastor, a.s will 
make ihe reading of the people at home 
more interesting and profita.ble, and also 
induce those who thus read to value the 
prayer meeting. Pastors may have the 
world before them, with the whole range 
of efforts to evangelize it, as also the 
opened books of providence and grace, 
from which to draw materials. It is 
often the case that lay members of the 
church might materially aid in giving the 
intelligence. But in this meeting there 
is and can be no adequate substitute for 
the pastor. You might even bring in 
secretaries of the great missionary so­
cieties, with autograph letters of mis­
sionaries in their bands; yet if ordinarily 
there be uncertainty as to the pastor's 
attendance, or don bt as to the reality 
of his interest, the meeting will not be a 
success. 

The use of maps and other illustra­
tious is so important in the monthly con­
cert, that, if they cannot be otherwise 
obtained, it woqld be well to employ for 
this purpose some part of the contribu­
tions on that occasion. The well-known 
missionary maps of Mr. Bidwell are in­
valuable. Those prepared by Professor 
Guyot are not missionary maps, yet, 
having some special excellences, a pas­
tor, conversant_ with the geography and 
history of missions, may use them to 
ad~antage. 

It might be well occasionally to em­
ploy the skill of young amateur artists 
in the parish to furnish rough drawings 
of the more interesting illustrations of 
the pagan world, to be used at the mis­
sionary prayer meeting. The young 
artists themselves will at any rate be 
interested. 

Another department of pastoral duty 
is in respect to the various missionary 
publications of the day. In this important 
department, many a pastor, not having 
made up his mind what he ought to 
do, does nothing, and the whole is 
left to chance, that most irresponsible 
and inefficient °'f agents. It is not 
recommended that the pastor become an 
agent for any of the publications. All 
he needs to do is, by a legitimate pas­
toral influence to create a desire, a feel­
ing of neces~ity for the knowledge, and 
then let it be distinctly known how that 
knowledge may be obtained, and his end 

is gained. The religious newspaper, 
though important in its place, does not 
and cannot supersede the necessity for 
the missionary monthly; and the mis­
sionary monthly will be more likely to 
be valued and read, if paid for, than if 
received as a gratuity; but it is better as 
as a gratuity than not at all. 

3. It is proper to say a word concern­
ing the meetings of ecclesiastical bodies. 
In some portions of New England they 
seem not to Le just what they should be 
in relation to the benevolent movements 
of the church, since lhey cling so tena­
ciously to traditional usages. Time is 
givan grudgingly to the benevolent opera­
tions of the church, as if they bad no 
right to it. n is much as if the grand 
object of christian churches was self-de­
fence, self-preservation, self-edification. 
This is the old feeling and habit, trans­
mitted from former generations. The 
remedy is with the pastors. The chris­
tian church is not a fortress, nor a garri­
son; it is an army in the field, intent 
upon the enemy. I know not whether a 
similar lack of practical interest exists 
iu ecclesiastical meetings elsewhere. Bnt 
if the great christian work providentially 
devolved on the church, finds only a 
reluctant place in the large ecclesiastical 
bodies, how can it be otherwise in the 
local churches? 

4. A word concerning the relations of 
pastors to benevolent societies. These 
relations are very direct and simple. 
The benevolent societies, whether exist­
ing in the form of ecclesiastical boards, 
as in the Presbyterian cbnrch, or as 
voluntary boards or societies, as in 
the Congregational body, are indis­
pensable auxiliaries to the churches, and 
the pastor avails himself of their aid, so 
far as he deems it expedient for increas­
ing the knowledge and developing the 
benevolence of his people. The churches 
have now so long acted through them, 
and in every possible way recognized 
their agency, that, for the purposes 
for which these organizations exist, they 
have come. really to form a part of our 
ecclesiastical system. They are, as has 
been already affirmed, an integral part of 
it. Aud this is alike true of all the 
larger institutions. The Board of Mis­
sions of the Old School Presbyteriau 
General Assembly, and the American 
Board of Commissioners for · Foreign 
1"1i~~ions, are both, in this respect, on 
the same footing. Each of them, in 
their respeqtive and appropriate spheres, 
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performs services, which neither of the 
large ecclesiastical bodies of the land 
can possibly perform ; and thus the 
churches, acting through them, accom­
plish tbe great evangelical duties of the 
day. And it is a sign of progress that 
the nature, relations, and duties of these 
benevolent agencies are better under­
stood, and more highly appreciated now, 
than they once were. 

THE CAR FESTIVAL AT POOREE. 

Outtack, Aug. 3, 1869. 
A FEW days ago I returned from the car 
festival at Pooree, after having spent about 
a week there. Brother Buckley was to 
have joined onr party, but was unhappily 
prevented by illnes&. Compared with for­
mer years the number of pilgrims was very 
small, though this is no doubt partly 
accounted for by the lateness of the season 
when the festival was held. The number 
that left Pooree between July 11 and 17, 
was 11,503, and these, added to the popu­
lation of the town, would give from twenty. 
five to thirty thousand-the number sup­
posed to be present when the cars -were 
drawn. The brahmins had early taken 
alarm at the paucity of people, and feared 
there would not be sufficient to drag the 
cars ; they therefore made application to 
the European collector for help, though of 
conrse without effect; and then, wise in 
their generation, they made the cars of 
lighter materials, and also made the most 
of their opportnnity when the greatest 
number of persons was present. There 
was a striking absence of the enthnsiasm 
which usually characterizes the occasion, 
Some of the young men who came repeat­
edly to hear ns preach frankly confessed 
that they came not to worship the idol, but 
to see the sights and enjoy the fun. Others 

said they had re&d the Bible, and knew 
much of what was said about Jesus Christ 
Several of them repeated the ten command: 
meats with moderate correctness; and one 
intelligent little fellow said he admired 
and loved Jesus Christ, and could receive 
Him as his Saviour, only that it would so 
disappoint and grieve his friends. We 
were always listened to with interest, and 
seldom failed in obtaining good oongrega. 
tions; even while the cars were moving a 
large number continued with us. 

Many parts of the town are assuming a 
very poverty-stricken appearance, the in. 
habitants being mainly dependent on the 
pilgrims for their support; and as these 
continue to diminish in numbers many 
families will be obliged to leave the town 
or find other means of maintenance. The 
land available for agricultural purposes in 
the immediate neighbourhood is both in. 
different in quality and limited in extent, 
and no manufactures worth a mention 
exist except those connected with the idol 
and temple. The pundahs, too, appear to 
apprehend that their day is nearly at an 
end, and have become more extortionate 
and unscrupulous than ever. It is re._ 
lated in one of the native papers that five 
of them on one pretence or other, in less 
than two hours, filched a number of pil­
grims of ab,out 2,000 rupees. All such 
things can only hasten the final overthrow 
of the whole hateful and degrading 
pagentry. May the time speedily come; 
and may the kingdom of our blessed 
Savionr as rapidly extend on every hand. 

T, BAILEY, 
P.S.-After our return, a sad accident 

occurred at one_ of the temples. When in 
a rush of people two were crushed to death 
and several others seriously injured. One 
of the door-keepers has been sentenced to 
six, and another to three months' im­
prisonment • 

.forti_gn Jdt.ers ~.ec.eibitr. 
BERJli]l[PORE.-G. Taylor, July 17. CuTTA0K.-W. Miller, July 27. 

~ ontributions 
RECEIVED ON ACCOUNT OF THE GENERAL BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

FROM AUGUST 20th, TO SEPTEMBER 20th, 1869. 
£ s. d. RIPLEY- £ •· d, 

CAVERSIIAlll, near Reading- Collections and Subscriptions 8 12 5 
J uvenilo Society, on account 20 17 9 

E. West, Esq. 5 0 0 -LONDON- 29 10 2 
J. Tritton. Esq. 2 2 0 SUTTON•IN-ABIIFil!LD ... ... ... 0 18 0 

Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the General Baptist Missionary Society will be thankl'ullY 
received hy T. HILL, Esq., Baker Stroot, Nottingham, 'freasnrer; and by the Rev. J, 0. Pr_Kll 
and the Rev. H. WILKINSON, Secretaries, Leicester, from whom also Missionary Boxes, Oollectlllg 
Bookll, and CIIJ'ds may be obtained, 



THE 

GENERAL BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 

NOVEMBER, 1869. 

MEMOIR OF REV. ORMEROD HARGREAVES. 

IT is with unfeigned affection for 
departed excellence that the writer 
undertakes his present task. He 
does it at the request of bereaved 
friends, who would fain read a tribute 
of respect to one who well merits it. 
If insight i!\to character and subtle 
analysis of the same are essential to 
the right discharge of biographical 
duties, he must at once confess his in­
competency. If, however, an intimate 
friendship maintained under varying 
circumstances for some years affords 
partial qualification, he may honestly 
claim it. As fellow-student, fellow­
minister, and fellow-townsman, he 
shared with the subject of this 
memoir the joys and sorrows of col­
legiate, pastoral, and social life. 
Such being tne case, the Master's 
words may, without irreverence, be 
quoted-" We spealc that we do 
know, and testify that we have 
seen." 

Mr. Hargreaves was born at 
Broad Stone, near Heptonstall Slack, 
on December 24, 1822. No par­
ticulars of 'special interest can be 
given touching his early days. Like 
David, he spent much of his boy­
hood in the primitive and healthful 
occupation of keeping flocks. These 
were not the least happy of his days ; 
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and, in mature years, he alluded to 
them with evident pleasure. All 
men are depraved, but not equally 
so. Things spiritual commend them­
selves to the esteem of some far 
more readily than others. There 
are human being~ who are born 
with very strong religious instincts. 
Unless we greatly err, he of whom 
we now speak was of this class. 
While yet a stripling, he not only 
attended the Sunday school, but 
took a great delight in it. We can 
well imagine what a docile and ap­
preciative scholar he was. If living, 
we doubt not that his rmal Gamaliel 
recalls " auld lang syne" with sin­
cere thanldulness, having found in 
the subsequent career of his pupil 
the recompense of faithful labour. 
Nor was this all. Even at this 
period Ormerod Hargreaves was in 
the habit of attending meetings for 
prayer, and found them more attrac­
tive than the pursuits which com­
monly interest those of his age. 
Often might he be seen where those 
who were much his elders met for 
social worship. Surely the thin, 
pale face, and large, gentle eyes of 
the juvenile attendant did not foil 
to arouse interest concerning him, 
and inspire a reiteration of the good 
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patriarch's good prayer, "Bless the 
lad." 

If so, the supplication was 
answered. " The lad" had a bless­
ing. Re was mercifully preserved 
amid the perils of youth. A gracious 
Hand guided him. The sermons 
he heard were not in vain. Pro­
found impressions were made upon 
his susceptible soul. He makes 
special reference to one preached by 
Mr. J. Sutcliffe, of Stalybridge, from 
the words, " Remember how short 
my time is." His place of residence 
being removed, he next attended the 
ministry of Rev. W. Butler, of Hep­
tonstall Slack, whom he greatly 
esteemed. On October 12, 1842, 
no less than nineteen persons were 
baptized, Mr. Hargreaves being one 
of them. 

Some join the church to be mere 
~yphers. They form accessions to 
its number, none to its strength. 
Others, in the course of time, prove 
positive preventives of usefulness. 
They grieve their brethren by their 
lethargy, and discourage their pastor 
by their worldliness. Not so was it 
with our beloved friend. As soon 
as he entered the Master's vineyard 
he began his Master's work. In the 
polar regions when the sun is about 
to return after a long absence, some 
of the inhabitants of those frigid 
latitudes climb lofty hills in order to 
catch the first glimpse of the much­
desired luminary. When his genial 
glow begins to light up the far 
horizon, they exclaim, " Ecce sol: 
ecce sol!"-" Behold the sun: be­
hold the sun!" Which things are 
a parable. He who on the mount of 
prayer discovers by faith's eager 
vision the welcome spiritual orb, 
cries out to such as remain in dark­
ness-" Behold the Sun-the Sun of 
Righteousness !" Thus was it with 
him of whom we write. Having 
connected himself with the Saviour's 
followers, he sought at once to do 
good. On various occasions he 
" exhorted" both saints and sinners. 

But a trial awaited him. His 
parents leaving the locality in which 
they had hitherto dwelt, he had to 
bid farewell to his pastor and fellow­
membcrs. To quote from his diary : 
" I then attended the ministry of 
Rev. D. Jones, of Booth, but could 
not feel at home there because I was 
too much of a Baptist. I could not 
do with election." Of course not. 
How could he ? The election of 
the sects was the very antipodes 
of his loving nature. · " I could not 
do with election." We like you all 
the better, dep~rted brother, because 
you " could not do with election." 
We cannot " do with election." 
Long may our pulpits and our pews 
endorse the pithily expressed senti­
ment. May such as think otherwise 
have " the eyes of their under­
standing" opened even in this world. 
As regards the world to come we are 
tolerably sure that they will. Yes: 
when they find heaven to be so much 
more largely populated than they 
expected, they will gladly confess 
that God, too, "could not .do with 
election" ( i.e., election as explained 
by divers high and dry theologians). 

Mr. H~greaves next attended the 
General Baptist chapel at Birchcliffe. 
At this time Rev. H. Holinrake was 
the pastor. Of the connection 
between him and the subject of our 
memoir we can speak in unqualified 
terms. Frequently have we beard 
Mr. H. refer to him in language of 
the highest eulogy on account of 
his fidelity and earnestness. The 
venerable minister was not only 
"reverend'' by courtesy, but in fact. 
Mr. Hargreaves now began to preach. 
Having made his first attempt, be 
says, '' I was requested to preach 
again in a month. This I dreaded, 
as I thought there was not another 
text in the Bible that I could do 
anything with." Who can fail to be 
both amused and touched? The 
young man with his solitary i:;er­
mon ! Our clerical readers, remem­
bering their initiatory discourses, 
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will know what the artless auto­
biographer meant, and how he felt. 
But God was better than his fears. 
To all spiritual teachers He declares 
encouragingly, "The well is deep." 
Scripture has inexhaustible re­
sources. So our friend soon dis­
covered. Although fancying that 
there was " not another text in the 
Bible that" he " could do anything 
with," he presently found that there 
was another that could do something 
with him. John iii. 16, that" Bible 
in little," as Luther phrases it, did 
this with him : roused his fervour 
and courage sufficiently to preach 
from it not without pleasure and 
power. 

" I had desired from a child to be 
a preacher," writes he. God was 
now about to give him his heart's 
desire. Hfs occasional efforts found 
such acceptance that he was advised 
to devote himself to the work of the 
ministry. Application was made to 
the Committ~e of the General Bap­
tist College, Leicester, and in Sep­
tember, 1850, he was received. The 
institution. was then under the care 
of the Rev. Joseph Wallis, whose 
name has but to be mentioned in 
order to awaken, on the part of all 
his students, sincere respect for 
piety and affection. Those who 
knew him best esteemed him most. 
Of him was the poet's dictum em­
phatically true-

" His very failings leaned to virtue's side." 

It was during his connection with 
" the school of the prophets" that 
we first became acquainted with 
Ormerod Hargreaves. We can bear 
witness to his patient, dogged in­
dustry. Many were the disadvan­
tages under which he laboured, but 
he strug·gled manfully with them all. 
Often did he remind us of that well­
known fab1e, the hare and the tor­
toise. Brilliant talent was denied 
him, but his career was m9re suc­
cessful than that of some who were 
his superiors in ability. Retiring 
and humble to a fault, he understood 

better than most men what the 
apostle meant by the term, " in 
honour preferring one another." His 
piety was beyond question. Albeit, 
there was nothing Pharisaic or mo­
rose about him. Many of bis late 
co-learners have pleasant memories 
of his humour-that healthful venti­
lator of the soul. Indeed, among 
the most genial of the brotherhood 
was he to whom had been given the 
playful abbreviation of" 0. H." 

In 1853 Mr. Hargreaves received 
a cordial invitation to the pastorate 
of the church at Hinckley. Believ­
ing it to be the call of God, he 
accepted it, and entered upon his 
work on August 7. At this time 
the cause was in a feeble state, but 
under his care it soon revived. 
After three years' labour at Hinckley, 
he removed to Burnley Lane, Lanca­
shire. On June 1, 1857, he was 
publicly ordained, various ministers 
of the denomination taking part in 
the service. Numerous additionii 
were made to the church, the Sunday 
school, and the congregation. In­
creased accommodation being greatly 
needed, a new and commodious 
chapel was erected. 

In the midst of his usefulness, 
however, it pleased the Master to 
bring the toils of His servant to a 
close. During the year 1866 his 
health began to decline. In spite 
of all efforts to arrest the progress 
of disease, his strength steadily 
decreased, and he was compelled to 
abandon reluctantly the work he 
loved so well. The opening of 1868 
found him rapidly approaching his 
end. On January 27 it was evident 
that his hours were numbered. His 
utterance became almost inaudible. 
"Wait a little while, and soon all 
will be over," he said. Prophetic 
words : for shortly afterwards he 
breathed his last. 

So lived and died Ormerod Har­
greaves, "a good man, and full of 
the Holy Ghost." Constitutionally 
diffident, he distrusted himself; but 
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his faith in God seemed that "power 
from on high" which is better than 
all natural endowments and acquired 
possessions. He was a faithful 
"minister of Jesus Christ." Though 
dead he yet lives in the spiritual 

achievements of his pastorate. Re 
rests from his labours, and his works 
do follow him. 

THOMAS R. STEVENSON. 
Luton. 

THE BAPTIST UNION AT LEICESTER. 

THERE are few places in the United 
Kingdom more appropriate for the 
Baptist Union to meet in than 
Leicester, the history of the denomi­
nation being closely identified with 
that of the town and neighbourhood. 
Near to Leicester Robert Hall was 
born, and in Harvey Lane Chapel 
he ministered for some years during 
the period of his greatest power. 
The name of William Carey, too, is 
associated with Leicester, and from 
the town there has ever gone forth 
to the Baptist body some of the most 
invigorating influences. In Leices­
ter, more than in any other town, 
the two sections of the Baptist body 
-the Particular and General-which 
combine in all that pertains to the 
Union, are unusually strong, and, 
what is better, they work together 
harmoniously. 

The local preliminary services 
were most promisingly opened on 
Monday evening, Oct. 4, by a ser­
mon to the young from the Rev. 
J. P. Chown, of Bradford, in the 
splendid Victoria Road Church, where 
Dr. Raycroft ministers. The spa­
cious building was filled to over­
flowing, the congregation consisting 
very largely of the young. Mr. 
Chown preached an able sermon in 
his own affectionate fervid manner 
from Psalm cxliv. 12, "That our 
sons may be as plants grown up in 
their youth ; that our daughters 
may be as corner-stones, polished 
after the similitude of a palace." 
After a few words of a personal 
character with regard to his being 
chosen for the service, Mr. Chown 

said that he should direct attention 
-1, to the wish expressed in the 
text; 2, adduce some reason why 
it should be honoured ; and 3, point 
out some ways in which the blessing 
might be enjoyed. In treating of 
the first head of his discourse Mr. 
Chown showed that the wish was 
that of those who loved -the young 
best, that it was the wish of our 
Lord, that it was the supreme desire 
of Christian relatives and friends 
with regard to the young, and that 
it was a wish which concerned their 
highest interests. Under the second 
part, reasons why the wish should 
be honoured, he very forcibly pointed 
out that; it was dictated by purest 
affection, that Christian friends only 
desire that the young may enjoy 
that which they themselves have 
realised, and if not found in youth 
it may never be enjoyed at all. On 
the fulfilment or otherwise of this 
wish the future life depends, the 
realisation of this wish will save 
from snares and dangers, and, lastly, 
it is a wish accordant with the con­
victions of the young themselves. 
Mr. Chown closed without taking 
up the third head, most affectionately 
calling on the young to accept Christ 
in the exercise of faith, and at once. 
Every Christian must have felt 
thankful for such a service, and we 
cannot but hope that a large measure 
of Divine blessing will attend it. 

Tuesday wns chiefly occupied in 
committee with a discussion upon 
the resolutions of the Foreign Mis­
sionary Society regarding their new 
plans of operation in India. The 
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debate was long and earnest, but an 
excellent spirit prevailed. It was 
resolved, on the motion of the Rev. 
G. GouLD, of Norwich, that the 
memorialists, who were led by Rev. 
J. T. Collier, of Downton, should 
be respectfully informed that the 
committee does not desire or intend 
to impose celibacy on the mission­
aries, except for two years while on 
probation, and during the time that 
those who devote themselves to a 
particular kind of work choose to 
continue the same. This seemed to 
meet the objections and difficulty. 
Several things were very manifest 
during the debate on these resolu­
tions. First, it was clear that the 
committee had most thoroughly con­
sidered and mastered the qriestions­
the weight of argument and au­
thority was overwhelming on their 
side; secondly, it could not fail to 
be recognised that those who opposed 
the resolutions had been greatly in­
fluenced by sayings and doings which 
were in every sense extraneous to the 
resolutions themselves; and, thirdly, 
it was most gratifying to note the 
influence of the spirit of prayer 
which perva~ed the whole assembly. 
And in answer to this was the re­
quisite wisdom and grace bestowed 
not only on those who spoke, but on 
all present. The public meeting in 
the Temperance Hall on behalf of 
the Foreign Mission on Tuesday 
evening was crowded, and most suc­
cessful. The speakers were Rev. 
JAMES MuRSELL, who, in an elabo­
rate and able speech, defended 
modern foreign missions against the 
charge of being unsuccessful ; the 
Rev. W. BAILEY, General Baptist 
Missionary from Orissa, who sup­
plied some most interesting details 
as to the mode of mission labour, 
and the \\iecline of the number of 
devotees who frequent the annual 
festival of Juggernaut. He stated 
that the native Christians in Cuttack, 
the capital of the province, had pro­
mised to give a month's salary to aid 

in building a chapel which would be 
the largest in the whole of Northern 
India. -The famine orphanages, con­
taining about 1,400 children, had 
been visited by the Bishop of Cal­
cutta, the Archdeacon, the Sanitary 
Commissioner of Bengal, and his 
Highness the Maharajah of Dhen­
kanal, and all had expressed them­
selves as most gratified with their 
efficiency. The Rev. J. W. LANCE, 
of Newport, Mon., addressed the 
meeting at some length. 

DR. BROCK'S ADDRESS 

was preceded by a prayer-meeting 
at seven o'clock on Wednesday morn­
ing, in Dover Street Chapel. There 
was a large attendance. An address 
of a very effective character was de­
livered by the Rev. H. E. Von 
Sturmer, of Worcester, on " Like­
Mindedness." At ten o'clock the 
session of the Union opened in Bel­
voir Street Chapel, the body of which 
was filled by ministers and delegates ; 
the number present was about six 
hundred. The session was com­
menced by a devotional service, at 
which Rev. F. Trestrail presided. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. T. 
W. Mathews, Boston; Mr. Bowser, 
of Glasgow; and Rev. S. J. Green, 
of Rawdon College. Dr. Brock's 
address as Chairman was evidently 
looked forward to with great interest, 
which was abundantly justified by 
the manly, practical, and heart­
moving deliverance which he made. 
After gTeeting the brethren, he said 
that the gatherings of the Jews to 
their festivals were grand and solemn 
seasons. There was a renewal of 
friendships. There was the inquiry 
of man from man as to the welfare 
of one another. And he thought 
that one good, most blessed end, 
answered in these our annual gather­
ings was the opportunity of Christian 
brethren being able to ask each other 
of their welfare. He would suppose 
brethren who had long been absent 
from one another meeting here, and 
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brother in Christ putting to his fel­
low-believer the inquiry as to his 
spiritual well-being; and 

I. He would suppose the inquiry 
put as to the brother's reverence for 
the DiYine Word. Much had been 
said and written in recent years 
which was calculated to shake one's 
simple and entire faith in the Bible 
as containing the written will of 
God. Had the brother considered 
these things ? And what were his 
views now as to the Scriptures ? 
Well, in reply, he had carefully 
looked into these questions. He 
ought to do so. He did not feel 
that he was justified in disregarding 
these objections against the Bible. 
It would not have been manly if he 
had, in his position as a minister, 
put them aside with contempt. He 
had weighed them, and given them 
all the thought of which he was 
capable. And the result was that 
though some of his early views had 
been modified, yet he held by the 
Bible as the Word of God more 
firmly than ever. It was more pre­
cious to him through these inquiries. 
His faith in it and love for it had 
grown immensely during his inves­
tigations. So far good ; the brother's 
reverence for the Scriptures was deep, 
and in this his spiritual welfare must 
be rejoiced in. 

II. The inquiry might be as to 
the brother's reliance on the Divine 
Redemption. He remembered what 
were his early views ; how he started 
with trust alone in the blood shed 
on Calvary for remission of sin. 
He would remember how earnestly 
he insisted on this as the teaching 
of God's Word. Did he abide in 
this early faith in spite of all the 
theories afloat with respect to the 
pardon of sin ? This doctrine, more 
perhaps than any other, was assailed ; 
in every conceivable way had it been 
attempted to pour contempt on the 
great doctrine of Christ's death 
being vicarious. He supposed that 
his brother knew of those attacks 

which had been made on the expia­
tory nature of the death of Jesus of 
Nazareth. What were his views now 
after thirty years of reading and 
renewed investigation ? Yes, the 
brother replied, he had looked into 
this momentous question. His mind 
had been greatly exercised with the 
varied theories put forth on this sub­
ject, and the inquiries had cost him 
much anxiety. But after studying 
the whole matter with all earnest­
ness and care he still clung to the 
Cross-Christ and Him crucified, as 
the only ground of the sinner's par­
don. He thanked God that he could 
say now as of old-

" Jesus, Thy blood a.nd righteousness, 
My beauty are, my glorious dress ; 
'Midst flaming worlds, in these array'd, 
With joy shall I lift up my head." 

and-
" Rock of ages, cleft for me,, 

Let me hide myself in Thee ! 
Let the water a.nd the blood 
From Thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and power." 

Well, thank God, the brother had 
not wandered from the truth on this 
fundamental truth of the expiatory, 
vicarious character of Christ's death. 

III. How about the brother's 
trust in Divine Providence? In 
spite of all said in these days with 
regard to physical laws-their im­
mutability and sufficiency-in face 
of the earnestness and ability of the 
men who would fain destroy our 
simple belief in God's overruling 
care and personal love for us, did 
the brother still trust in Divine 
Providence? Had he childlike con­
fidence in his heavenly Father's pre­
sence and direct concern on his be­
half? Could he now, as of old, cast 
bis burden on the Lord ? Could he 
say, "I will abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty" ? Could he in all 
things make known · his requests 
unto God? Yes, even on this point, 
whilst he knew that his views had 
been enlarged, his faith had deep­
ened with the accumulated experi­
ence of life. Since he had met his 
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brother, before the Lord had taught 
him in very varied diseipline, he 
had enjoyed days of sunshine and a 
smooth course. But he had known 
dark days of severe family afflic­
tions and bereavements-the physi­
cian's visits had broken in on the 
daily life of the household, and then 
came the ominous, heart-rending 
announcement that nothing more 
could be done for the sufferer-the 
family circle was broken, and an 
awful blank in the number which 
had so long remained unbroken. 
Yet amidst all he was thankful he 
could say, " Though He slay me, 
yet will I trust Him," and " He 
bath made with me an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things and 
sure." 

IV. The question might relate 
to the brother's conformity to the 
Divine will. Had he striven to em­
body in his life the principles of the 
Gospel ? · Had he grown in the 
spirit and likeness of Obrist? Had 
he been, preserved from the fascina­
tions of gain, of pleasure, of fame, 
and worldliness in all senses ? Was 
there seen in him more and more 
of the fruit of the Spirit ? In these 
days of. gTeat display in the style of 
living·,,and of a fearful making haste 
to be rich, had the brother set an 
example of simplicity and stern ad­
herence to the pure principles of 
Gospel integrity ? In reply, he must 
confess to_many evil inclinations and 
much that was sinful in the sight of 
God. He could not but humble 
himself in review of his life since 
he knew the grace of God in truth. 
The deepest self-abasement became 
him, and he desired in all sorrow 
honestly to acknowledge his imper­
fection. At the same time he could 
most conscientiously say that his 
chief (\esire was that he might be 
conformed to the image of God's 
Son. Perhaps the fairest way to 
obtain, a full reply to this question 
with respect to his conformity to the 
Divine will would be for the inquirer 

to go where the brother from whom 
he sought an answer had lived. 
Let him ask there as to the manner 
of his life. In this way he would 
learn how far it had been a life of 
self-denial, how far it had been per­
vaded by love, how far there had 
been exemplified the mind of Christ. 
The interrogated one, in no spirit of 
self-confidence or boasting, desired 
this test to be applied. 

V. How about the brother's 
solicitude for the Divine Glory ? 
Was he increasingly concerned for 
the glory of God ? Having regard 
to the fact that he had been bought 
with no less a price than the blood 
of Christ, did he lay himself out to 
glorify God in his body and spirit, 
which are God's ? Was his heart 
full of self-denying zeal for the 
coming and glory of Christ's king­
dom ? Did he feel more and more 
deeply on behalf of the welfare of 
the Church, and did he yearn in­
creasingly for the salvation of sin­
ners ? He could honestly say " yes" 
to all these questions. It was his 
earnest expectation and hope that 
Christ should be glorified in his life 
and through his instrumentality to 
others. He could say that to him 
" to live was Christ." 

Such is as full an outline as space 
will permit of an address which was 
greeted by the large assembly with 
the most hearty expressions of ad­
miration and grntitude. Mr. CHOWN 
carried the whole audience with him 
when, moving a vote of thanks, he 
said:-" When they considered how 
the gentleness of the lamb had 
blended with the courage of the 
lion, and the simplicity of the child 
with the maturity of the man, then 
would they all agree with him that 
Dr. Brock deserved their heartiest 
thanks." 

THE MESSAGE OF THE COMMITTEE. 

The committee thought ,that there 
was much ground for thankfulness 
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in the fraternal spirit which had so 
long· subsisted between the General 
aucf Particular Baptist churches. 
Although differences of judgment 
could not cease to exist as long as 
thought was free and knowledge 
progressiYe, it yet might be desired 
and confidently hoped that such 
meetings would prove the means of 
cementing their union and making 
their essential oneness more apparent 
than ever. The subjects selected for 
consideration were such as had high 
claims upon them at the present 
crisis. In the rapid progress of 
opinion on ecclesiastical questions, 
it behoved them to be prepared for 
as gTeat reform in England as had 
taken place in Ireland, and the com­
mittee had therefore assigned a 
prominent place to the inquiry, 
" How we may best anticipate such 
a change?" The moral and spiritual 
condition of our large towns called 
for awakened sympathy and more 
energetic action. The Sunday school 
assumed increasing importance in 
connection with the impending 
change in national education, and 
the frequent and powerful assaults 
made upon their common faith by 
subtle and intelligent minds, showed 
the necessity for a well cultivated 
exactness and conformity to the 
Holy Scriptures in their dogmatic 
teaching. 

POLICY OF NONCONFORMISTS. 

The Rev. CHARLES WILLI.A.MS 
read a paper on " The Policy of 
Nonconformists in view of Ecclesi­
astical Disestablishment." After a 
comprehensive review of the progre~s 
made since 1844, and of the ecclesi­
astical changes which have taken 
place, Mr. Williams proceeded ~o 
point out the work to be done m 
prospect of ecclesiastical disestab­
lishment. He noticed the failure of 
the Establishment to supply the 
spiritual needs of the people. As 
to the policy which Dissenters should 

pursue in prospect of changes we 
a,nticipate, he remarked-I. We 
must be less selfish in our Congre­
gationalism. Too many of our 
churches-though there are not a 
few exceptions to the rule-seek only 
their own religious welfare. In their 
selection of a minister they seldom 
consider whether the man of their 
choice will influence for good" aliens" 
to their " commonwealth" and " pro­
digals" who never enter the Father's 
house. The selfishness of Congrega­
tionalism manifests itself in another 
way. The rich churches and the 
poor, the strong and the weak, are 
separated from e.ach other. 2. We 
should do well to cultivate more dili­
gently the districts in which our 
churches are located. Our country 
churches should do for the villages 
what city churches might and some­
times do for the densely crowded 
population in courts and back streets. 
3. We should strengthen our out­
posts, and make good the ground we 
have gained in small towns and vil­
lages. 4. We have a work to do in 
extending the kingdom of the Re­
deemer in our own country. Hitherto 
we have not been a very aggressive 
people. Our increase has been de­
rived through growth from within 
rather than through accessions from 
without. But the future of Non­
conformity will be determined more 
by the spirit we breathe into it than 
by any forms of organization. Let 
us train our sons and daughters in 
the belief that conscience, and not 
conventionalism, should dictate our 
conduct ; that worth is more desir­
able than wealth ; and the favour of 
God than recognition by the great. 
Thanks were voted to Mr. Williams 
for his able paper, on the motion of 
Rev. W. ROBINSON, of Cambridge, 
seconded by Rev. C. VINOE-the 
latter of whom warned his brethren 
against supposing that the victory 
was close at hand, and that it would 
be secured without further hard 
fighting. 
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NATIONAL EDUOATION 

now occupied the attention of the 
Assembly. A resolution relating to 
a national system of unsectarian 
education led to an earnest and pro­
longed discussion, and ultimately it 
was resolved to submit the whole of 
the resolutions to a committee for 
revision, The committee consisted 
of Drs. Angus, Gotch, and Under­
wood; Revs. J. Bigwood, J. J. 
Brown, T. Matthews, G. W. Hum­
phreys, S. G. Green, and S. Chap­
man. The Session then adjourned 
to Thursday morning to receive the 
report of the committee. On that 
day the Session resumed its sitting, 
when the revised form of the reso­
lutions on education was brought 
up, and the whole of the following 
most important resolutions were 
passed with scarcely a hand held up 
against them. The first resolution 
was passed in four clauses as follows : 

"I. (a) '!'hat inasmuch as her Majesty's 
Government have expressed their inten­
tion to deal with the question of primary 
education in the next Session of Parlia­
ment, this Union declares that it can re­
gard no sy~tem of Government education 
as satisfa°'tory in which teaching is not 
confined tp secular knowledge. (b) That 
scliools which are sustained by Govern­
ment should be under the management of 
a local board, and be subject to Govern­
ment inspection and control. (c) That 
when school accommodation bas been 
provided the State or the local authorities 
shall have power to compel the attendance 
of children of suitable age not otherwise 
receiving education. (d) That in prospect 
of the great educational changes which are 
likely to take place in this country, the 
Union calls upon the pastors, the deacons, 
and the members of our churches, to ad­
dress themselves with increased earnest­
ness and vigour to the religious instruc­
tion of the young-not only of those who 
belong to our congregations, but of the 
neglected masses who lie beyond." 

A dep~tation, consisting of the 
Chairman and Secretary, together 
with Drs. Raycroft and Underwood, 
Revs. J. /. Brown and J. Bigwo?d, 
was appointed to represent the Urnon 
at the forthcoming conference of the 

National Education League in Bir­
mingham. 

SERMONS AND SUBSEQUENT 
BUSINESS. 

Sermons on Wednesday evening 
were preached by Rev. Hugh Stowell 
Brown, in Archdeacon Lane Chapel, 
on 2 Cor. v. 14; in Victoria Road 
Church, by Rev. E. Edwards, of Tor­
quay, from Genesis v. 24; and in 
Charles Street Chapel, by Rev. H. 
Dowson, of Chamber Hall College, 
Bury, Lancashire. Thursday morn­
ing, at seven o'clock, Dr. Landels 
delivered a most able sermon from 
Acts i. 4 and ii. 1, the subject being 
" The Baptism of the Holy Ghost." 
The chapel was filled to overflowing, 
and all were deeply impressed by 
the most profitable service. 

A paper of a most admirable, 
vigorous character, was read at the 
Session of the Union on Thursday 
by Rev. C. SHORT, M.A., of Sheffield, 
on " The Best Means of Overtaking 
the Religious Destitution of our 
Large Towns." The principal points 
in the paper were the following :-
1. We need a diviner spirit infused 
into our work. 2. We should cherish 
a higher estimate of the dignity of 
man's nature. 3. The religious des­
titution of our large towns will never 
be overtaken till a new spirit of love 
and a deeper sense of responsibility 
shall more widely prevail in the 
church. In addition to these topics, 
which were well worked out, Mr. 
Short remarked on the evils arising 
from the squalid dwellings in which 
thousands of our fellow-creatures are 
huddled. He pointed out how some 
members of our churches sin in the 
indifference which they manifest with 
regard to their property tenanted by 
poorer classes. He spoke favour­
ably of the temperance movement 
as meeting the monster sin of our 
country. The paper altogether in 
its comprehensiveness, its vigour of 
thought and incisiveness of style, 
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was one of high merit, and well cal­
culated to effect good. 

S. R. PATTISON, Esq., of London, 
followed with an able paper on" The 
Relation of the Sunday School to 
the Congregation and the Church." 
This paper elicited a most interest­
ing and prolonged discussion on the 
many points raised by Mr. Pattison. 
It was very evident that Sunday 
schools are receiving an increased 
amount of attention from the pas­
tors and officers of our churches. 

The Rev. D. GRACEY, tutor in 
Mr. Spurgeon's College, read a care­
fully prepared paper on " Precision 
in Doctrine." With the usual votes 
of thanks, and special outpouring of 
gratitude to God for the wonder­
fully blessed meetings, the Ses~ion 
of the Union was brought to a close. 
And here it ought to be stated that 
never has the autumnal gathering 
of the Baptist Union attracted more 
notice, or been fraught with more 
important issues, or been more 
manifestly crowned with the Divine 
favour. Mention, too, should be 
made of £he admirable arrangements 
made by the Leicester committee, 

and of the generous hospitality of' 
all denominations in the town. 
Leicester has heightened its already 
noble reputation. 

On Thursday evening two public 
meetings were held-one in Belvoir 
Street Chapel, presided over by Dr. 
Gotch. The speakers were-Rev. 
C. KIRTLAND, on " The Prospects of 
the Gospel in Ireland;" Rev. W. 
G. LEWIS, of London, on " Lay 
Agency in the Christian Church;" 
Rev. R. GLOVER, of Bristol, " On 
Prayer." 

The other meeting was at Friar 
Lane Chapel, and was presided over 
by Dr. Underwood. The speakers 
were-Rev. W. T. RosEVEAR, of 
Glasgow, on "The Essential Spirit 
of Puritanism in relation to the 
needs of to-day;" Rev. W. WAL­
TERS, on " Lay Agency in Christian 
Churches;" Rev. E. G. GANGE, of 
Bristol, on" Prayer-meetings." We 
can only say in closing that we hope 
the high tone of earnestness and 
spirituality which characterised the 
meetings at Leicester will distin­
guish all future gatherings of the 
Union. 

THE FUTURE EDUCATION OF THE PEOPLE. 

A NEW movement on behalf of educa­
tion has been inaugurated at Birming­
ham under the auspices of a league 
called The Natwnal Education League. 
Its object is the establishment of a 
system which shall secure the educa­
tion of every child in the country. 
The means of attaining this object are 
the following: Local authorities shall 
be compelled by law to see that suffi­
cient school accommodation is provided 
for every child in their district-the 
cost of founding and maintaining such 
schools as may be required shall be 
provided out of local rates supple­
mented with Government grants ;-all 
schools aided by local rates shall be 
undt1r the management of local au­
thorities, and subject to Government 

inspection ;..::..an schools shall be unsec­
tarian ;-admission shall be free ;-and 
the State or the local authorities shall 
have power to compel the attendance 
of children not otherwise • receiving 
education. A large Council has been 
formed, an Executive Committee has 
been appointed, a long roll of names is 
already added to the membership, and 
the first meetings of the league were 
held in Birmingham, October 1~ and 13, 
under the able presidency of George 
Dixon, Esq., M.P. for the town. Mariy 
distinguished men were present, and 
took part iu the business, which was 
transacted in the most harmonio'us 
manner. Among the speeches de­
livered, the following from Mr. George 
Dawson, M.A., was received with 
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epecial favonr, and is regarded by the 
pnblic press as the speech of the 
occasion. 

"It is not for me to Pnter into the 
reasons why I have been asked to 
second this resolution, though I guess 
it is because on this question there is 
no man that holds more extreme views 
than I do. It is certain that if I state 
my views, I shall state all yours, and, 
with regard to many of you, a great 
deal more. We have not to argue 
that the poor have a right to be edu­
cated, or ought to be educated. That 
is gone by. So far, we have got 
through the meeting without any gen­
tleman telling us the difference between 
instruction and education. That used 
to be a stumbling block. We have 
got to this proposition -that every 
child in this nation ought to be taught. 
We hold the doctrine of the family life 
df the nation:. We believe the majority 
of you to feel as I do, that every 
ragged, nlthy, untaught, cursing, blas­
pheming child should be looked upon 
as a child of our household, and should 
bring sh'ame and disgrace upon us. 
I would that at heart you and I could 
say with him of old, 'Mine eyes run 
down with tears for the iniquities of 
my people.' But at all events we 
have come to see that there is no 
human remedy but education, and that 
education is always good, be it little or 
much. 'we dismiss Mr. Alexander 
Pope's couplet about drinking deep or 
not touching at all as a piece of anti­
quated nonsense. We bow, with great 
respect, those clergy out of our road, 
represented by one in this town, who 
once said that unless he could have 
religious education he would shut up 
the school-house, put the key in his 
pocket, and walk away.. We have 
most of us got rid of that foolish dis­
tinction between sacred and secular. 
We believe all knowledge to be of 
God, and therefore towards good. I 
believe that he who teaches two letters 
of the alphabet to a child who but 
yesterday knew but one, has furthered 
that child's chances of future instruc: 
tion, and of all well-being. These 
things we have not to discuss. A 
word of warning: I shall go further 
than you will follow; but in a discus­
sion like 1 this ill-tempor would be out 
.of place, and large allowanoe for indi-

vidualism is what we require. We all 
mean the same thing, only we travel 
different paces. We all wish to lay 
the foundation of a national educa­
tional Rystem. It must be laid with 
great simplicity and with great breadth 
to bear the strain of the fu tare. We 
are not here to patch existing systems 
-to patch the garment of semi-charity 
and semi-ecclesiasticism, which forms 
a large part of the present education; 
but to lay a broad system, by declar­
ing at once to the world-by which I 
mean all people that do not call them­
selves the Church-as its right, and 
that the world is not to be governed 
by the good people in anything which 
belongs entirely to the world. All 
men whose opinion is of value have 
come to know that what for present 
purposes we call secular education is 
an affair of the world-au affair of the 
nation-acting through its govern­
ment. We have got rid of some bug­
bears-we are no longer afraid of the 
Government. It used to be, perhaps, 
a necessity; but it is a disgrace if it 
remains so now. What is the Govern­
ment of this country? It is the nation 
itHelf. There is no antagonism between 
the people and the Government now. 
We are not here to bury the voluntary 
principle-its great supporters buried 
it long ago. We have lived to bear 
the recantations of Miall and Baines­
to bear them declare that their mis­
takes about voluntaryism were what 
we all knew them to be-well inten­
tioned; and that voluntaryism is quite 
an inadequate basis for a national sys­
tem. A national system must be laid 
in lucid simplicity, and it must be paid 
for by rates. I am a lover of rates 
myself. I was never guilty of that 
'ignorant impatience' of taxation which 
a great statesman once spoke of. I 
like to see the tax-gatherer come, pro­
vided the ends to which the taxes are 
devoted are holy and noble, and it will 
be one of the pleas:>rntest sights when 
the tax gatherer lays upon me the 
noble hand of. national compulsion to 
pay a rate in order that every child 
in the nation shall be educated. But, 
remember, rates mean compulsion. I 
hope most of you have done with com­
pulsion as a bugbear. All life is com­
pulsion. Society is based upon com­
pulsion. What is government but law 
made compulsory? Happy the man 
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who by-and-bye shall escape from the 
necessities of compulsion, and do that 
from the law of liberty which at first 
he must be made to do with reluctance. 
I like rates because they touch every­
bo<ly, because I get hold of the fat and 
selfish manufacturer and touch him up, 
because I lay hold of the man that 
visits no church and visits no chapel, 
and make him pay; and I advocate 
not only local rates, but national taxa­
tion for educational purposes. It· is 
time that a good deal of work that tlrn 
religious bodies have burdened them­
selves with should be given over to 
the world. Let society do its own 
business. \Vhat is going on just now 
is an operation like what goes on when 
sheep get mixed. There is a meeting 
of shepherds to look over the flocks, 
and each selects his own sheep. \Ve 
have just restored to the Church a sheep 
that had got into the State fold. We 
have handed to the voluntary prin­
ciple-to the good people-the Irish 
Church. Marked with the sign of the 
cross, that sheep belonged to the 
Church, and it has been restored. Now 
our turn comes-I mean the world; 
for I never profess anything more than 
that. Looking over the Church flock, 
we find a sheep there that belongs to 
us, and that is education-the primary 
education of the nation. It does nut 
belong to the church in any sense-it 
belongs to the whole nation. It 
belongs to the Government, and ought 
to be done by the Government. I 
have no more notion of sectarian edu­
cation, or denominational education, in 
the sense of mere primary instruction, 
than I have of a denominational water­
cart or a sectarian vaccinator. What 
has our history been for years but the 
putting of sheep into the right fold? 
I am old enough to remember that 
nobody could be married except they 
went to church. I sat once at supper 
with a High Churchman, who asked 
me whether I was married or not, I 
said I was. 'Who married you?' I 
named the person. 'A priest in the 
true succession?' 'Oh dear, no.' Said 
he, 'You are not married at all.' I 
said ' What am I ?' ' You are only 
join;d together.' 'Well,' I said, 'as a 
practical man, for me that will do.' 
By degrees society fonnd out that 
marriage did not belong to priests, and 
we established civil marriage, For 

those who wish t.o be married in 
Church-liberty ; for those who do 
not-liberty also. \Vhy must a man 
be married in the name of a God he 
does not believe in? Why should a 
Jew be compelled to evoke a Trinity 
he despises and abhors ? As to com­
pulsory matters, there is the. vaccina­
tion question. Is education in the 
sense in which we use the word-the 
education about which we are all 
agreed, the education that relates to 
this life-is that II matter that the 
State with the world should now kindly 
take out of the Church's hand, and do 
for itself? I say it is. And that with 
that education the clergy have no more 
to do as a matter of right than the 
parish doctor and the parish lawyer. 
I for one am profoundly thankful to 
clergy of all sorts for what they have 
done. If the squirearchy and the 
nobility and gentry of England had 
done their duty half as well as the 
clergy, old England would be further 
advanced than to be only now laying 
the foundation stone of a national sys­
tem of education. The poor Dissenting 
minister has done his duty. He has 
not had the chances of the Church; 
b11t it was often the poor Nonconfor­
mist man who held up tho flag of true 
liberty, and maintained the funda­
mental principle of all just politics­
, Do unto others as ye would that they 
should do unto you.' Now, however, 
it is time that the matter should be 
taken out of the hands of. clergy and 
ministers. Why should the Church 
educate the world in matters about 
which the world is entirely capable of 
looking after itself, Religious people 
have quite enough to do without this. 
What an advantage it will be to you 
Churchmen, if we take all this busi­
ness, and leave your purse and yonr 
time free I And, instead of our system 
being contrary to the interests of reli­
gion, it is the best system for forward­
ing it. I have been connected with 
Sunday schools all my life. We get a 
child for an hour and a half every Sun­
day morning professedly to teach it 
religion. The child does not know the 
alphabet. The hour and half is spent 
in the painful attempt to teach it what 
the world ought to have done for it. 
What an opportunity for those of you 
who set store by these things, to pour 
in the precious dogmas of your theology 
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into minds which we hav-e made open 
and receptive. I have heard that when 
the Pope washes the feet of beggars, 
somebody takes off first the worst of 
the dirt. If we take these dirty, igno­
rant children, and take the worst of 
the dirt off before we hand them over 
to you I To argue that between know­
ledge of any kind and true religion 
there can be any real hostility, would 
be to assume that we are speaking to 
fossils, and not to men who discern 
the signs of the times. We want com­
pulsion; we want rates. If we have 
rates, we must have free schools; and 
if this system be once adopted, the 
existing system must go, by a slow, 
sure, and, I hope, painless form of ex­
tinction; and who will regret it if a 
wiser thing be put in its place? For 
I trust none of you are idolators, wor-­
shippers of mere means. I should be 
sorry to think that the interests of 
your little denominational school 
weighed more with you than the 
interests of the nation. Our people 
are ill-taµght. Out children die at a 
rate which is shameful and di11graceful. 
Our people live in filth and disease. 
Large parts of our great. cities are a 
shame and 'disgrace, and the- odours of 
corporeal nastiness interfere even with 
the propagation of the gospel. We 
believe w'e have a remedy for all this; 
and, being an extreme man, I prophesy 
that, in the end-and that end not 
distant-our schools shall be supported 
by rates-and that means compulsion; 
and it means that the schools must be 
purely secular. Despise it as you may, 
to that complexion you must come at 
last. If we attempt to make school 
rates to support denominational schools, 
we shall have, in fact, our old friend 
the church rates back again, and some 
John Giles, of Bungay, will go to 
prison rather than pay, and members 

of the Society of Friends will allow 
their umbrellas to be seized. It is not 
pleasant to hear how quietly and coolly 
the religious world assumes that it has 
a right to have its dogmas and doc­
trines taught. I and many others 
begin to doubt whether we ought to 
pay for your doctrines. I am a latitu­
dinarian avowedly. Why should I pay 
to have done on the week-days what I 
spend all my Sundays endeavouring to 
undo? Is not it time that little chi!• 
dren should not be plagued with the 
reverse of what the scholarship of 
England and the right learning of the 
Church have ahown to be the only 
thing that a scholar can hold'? Is not 
it time that children should not build 
up what it will be their first duty 
when they are older to pull down? 
Have not some of us gone through 
that bitter and painful process of 
taking our father's creed slowly down? 
And we know what it costs. Is it 
pleasant for a man to have to forsake 
the creed of bis youth? ls the process 
so agreeable that it is right to subject 
the children of this country to it? 
Why am I to pay for a child-as it is 
stated in a catechism which I shall not 
name-that for His good pleasure and 
greater glory, God elected certain 
people to reprobation? I am willing 
to pay for teaching the things about 
which we are agreed. When they go 
out of school you shepherds can catch 
them, and take them to the fold. 
Teach them what you think proper, 
but do not ask me to pay for that part. 
Short of what I have stated I shall not 
be satisfied, but I shall travel with you 
on the same road as far as you will go 
with me; and I hope you will make 
allowance for my erratics if I go 
farther than you do. Compulsory, 
national, secular education-that is 
my faith." 

A MYSTERY ON THE OCEAN BOTTOM. 

FAR dowri in the deep waters of the 
ocean there are mountains, and rocks, 
and valleys, and caves, just as there 
are np in our world. Sometimes the 
sailor drops the lead attached to a 
cord, and it sinks down not far; and 
then again, at a little distance, it will 

sink down, down very far. In the 
first place it fell upon a mountain, and 
then in a valley. Were the great 
ocean dried up, we should see won­
ders there. 

At the foot of one of these moun­
tains in the ocean there was a· kind of 
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tea party met, consisting of Mrs. Eel, 
Mrs. Lobster, Mrs. Cod, Mrs. Shrimp, 
Mrs. Flounder, and Mrs. Nautilus. 
The fact was a curious event had hap­
pened, and they were met to discuss 
it. A long small thing had come 
creeping down the mountain and across 
the valley, and along it went on the 
ocean's bottom so long that they 
could see no end to it either way. 
Gently it came rlown and lay still on 
the bottom of the ocean. 

"Mrs. Eel," says Mrs. Lobster, "is 
not this somo relation of yours? It 
looks more like one of the Eel family 
than anything else." 

"I would have you to know," said 
Mrs. Eel, sqirming and twisting her­
self everyway, "that an eel has a 
head and a tail and fins; and don't 
you see this has none? An eel keeps 
moving; and don't you see this don't 
move at all? How could you think it 
was an eel?" 

"I thought it was a worm," said 
Mrs. Cod, "and I tried to bite it, 
Whew I it almost broke my teeth out. 
It's nothing that I can eat; though 
you know, Mrs. Lobster, I can eat a 
whole family of Lobsters if they are 
not too old." 

"I tell you what I think," said little 
Mrs. Shrimp. "It's a thing for ns 
shrimps to creep on and cling to, and 
under which to lay our eggs and raise 
our young." 

" It's very plain," said Mrs. Floun­
der, "it is a scratcher, just for us 
flounders to swim over and scrape our 
breasts upon." 

"You are all wro[!g," said Mrs. Nau­
tilus, " it is a thinking machine." 

"A what?" exclaimed all together. 
".A thinking machine, I tell you. 

There are creatures that Ii ve up out 
of the waters that think a great deal. 
They send messages instead of going 
to carry them. They are curious crea­
tures; and sometimes when I have 
been up on the top of the water I 
have seen them. They sail about in 
great vessels of wood, and when at 
home have creatures to draw them 
round." 

" Why, what fables you are telling 
us. Do you expect that we shall be-

lieve that creatures oan live out of the 
water?" 

"Yes, THEY do ; and instead of fins 
and tails they have two legs with 
which they walk." 

"A very likely story," said Mrs. 
Lobster. "When even I, skilful as I 
am, can't walk on less than a dozen 
legs, how can they walk on two? 
What kind of fins have they?" 

"They don't have fins; they have 
arms and bands instead. They seem 
to be full of thought. Now this ma­
chine, so long that you, Mrs. Lobster 
could not creep to the other end of it 
in a lifetime, is one of their contriv­
ances. They will stand at one end of 
it, and send thoughts or messages 
through to the other end in a moment· 
and thus they talk to each other bun~ 
dreds and thousands of miles apart. 
Even now, while we are looking at 
it, they are sending their thoughts 
through it." 

"That I don't believe," says Mrs. 
Cod." . 

"Neither do I," eays Mrs. Eel. 
"Why not?" 
"Because we can't SEE any thought 

passing through it." . 
"No, nor hear it." 
"No, nor smell it." 
"No, nor feel it. Now, you don't 

think we are such fools as to believe a 
thing which we can't see, nor hear, nor 
smell, nor feel, do you? ·uh I Mrs. 
Nautilus, we are proud te know we 
are above being deceived by suc'h 
stories. We don't believe there is any 
world but our ocean world. We know 
too much for such deception." 

At that Mrs. Lobster opened her 
great claw as if she would crush poor 
Mrs. Nautilus, and Mrs. Cod rolled her 
eyes and snapped her great jaws, Mrs. 
Eel twisted and darted here and there, 
and Mrs. Shrimp swelled, and Mrs. 
Flounder turned her eyes and looked 
sideways. 

Alas I poor creatures I just as. wise 
as the Sadducces and such like people 
who say " there is neither angel nor 
spirit," nor a higher state than thiR, 
because tltey cannot comprehend it. 

-Todd's Nuts/or Boys to Crack. 



347 

Jittratttrt. 

KING'S WEIGH-HOUSE CHAPEL SER­
MONS, 1829-1869. By T. Binney. 
London: Macmillan & Co. 

SERMONS PREACHED IN MANCHESTER. 
By Alexander Maclaren. Secvnd 
Series. London: Macmillan & Co. 

THE very name of a sermon given as 
the heading of an article in a relig}ons 
periodical, acts like a scarecrow rn a 
field to the birds that behold it. And 
the title of a volume of discourses, 
placed at the top of any revie:w, 
frightens away whole flocks of volatile 
readers. The hearing of sermons is 
submitted· to as a part of Christian 
duty in connection with public wor­
ship; but the reading of them, being a 
more optional exercise, is rar~ly_ done 
except by those who are w1thm, or 
closely Mound, the circle of the clerisy 
itself. This common disrelish for ser­
mons in print must not be attributed 
solely to the unskilfulness of the ser­
mon-makers; for it is owing quite as 
much to-.:the unwisdom of those for 
whom tI{ey are provided. Prejudice 
plays an active part in relation to our 
sermon literature, and dooms many a 
meritorious collection of discourses to 
silence an'd the shades. 

Neither of the two volumes men­
tioned above is in any danger of a 
destiny so undeserved. The reputa­
of Mr. Binney, won nearly half a cen­
tury ago,. has never waned, but is 
brightest · at the close of his long 
career. The intention of his book is 
to furnish some recollections of his past 
ministry; and this intention is already 
approved by the public, as ma~ _be 
seen in the fact that the first edition 
was quickly sold. The second is~ue is 
in a form so portable, and at a price so 
moderate, that it is certain to be soon 
exhausted. To criticise the contents 
of this volume would be almost an act 
of presumption. Some of the ser_mons 
aro certainly long, and Mr. Bmney 
apologizes for their length, or rat~er 
justifies it as essential to the exhaustive 
treatment of his subjects. He tells us 
that while, Archdeacon Denison may, 
after protracted worship, wisely limit 
his discourses to ten minutes, a sermon 

which is to have any power either of 
instruction or impression, must some­
times be six or eight times ten minutes. 
The attention of the listener may be 
occasionally sustained for more than 
an hour by the ability with which a. 
good sermon is delivered; but in read­
ing, the whole fascination must lie in 
the matter and form of the printed 
page. Rarely indeed is that fascina­
tion sufficiently potent to make an 
hour's perusal pleasant or profitable. 
Yet we could not wish any one of these 
discourses to be shortened by a single 
paragraph. 

Turning to Mr. Maclaren's sermons, 
it may be right to state that the time 
in which they have been prepared is 
brief as compared with that of the 
great London preacher. It is not much 
more than twenty years since he com­
menced his ministry in Southampton, 
and probably not more than half that 
time has been passed in the northern 
metropolis. A few years ago a modest 
collection of his ordinary sermons was 
committed to the press, and was ac­
cepted as proofs of uncommon ability 
by a numerous class of appreciative 
readers. A second series bas been 
eagerly desired by those readers, and 
its appearance will gratify them and 
many others who now make his 
acquaintance. These productions are 
characteristic of the man; the genuine 
outcome of his mental and moral attri­
butes; giving evidence of the accuracy 
of his judgment, of the purity of his 
taste, of bis thoroughly evangelical 
sentiments, and of that happy union of 
thought and feeling which has invested 
his style with such uncommon power 
and p<1thos. Mr. Maclaren is not one 
of the obtrusive and ostentatious onler 
of preachers, who court attention by 
"curious arts," arnl whose notable 
deeds are mainly those 

"Which glory excites, 
. Or cold mnbition varnished o'er with zeal." 
He is a close student, an advanced 
scholar, a good man, aud a great 
preacher. The sermons be has preached 
in Manchester are models uf pulpit 
excellence, which are certain to be 
generally admired, by which all may 
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be more or lees stimulated and im­
proved, but which none among the 
hosts of iuforior workmen will wisely 
attempt to imitate. 

malte our Prayer-meeting Dull-How 
to make our Prayer-meeting Interest­
ing-Breaking the Left Arm-Preach­
ing to Children," &c. Wise in sugges­
tion, useful in aim, pleasant and chatty 
in style, now spiced with kindly humour 
and now with simple pathos, these 
'' Hints and Thoughts" are just the 
papers for ordinary Christians when 
too weary or too busy for profounder 
study, to read with interest and recall 
to mind with profit. 

HINTS AND THOUGHTS FOR CHRISTIANS. 

NU'I's FOR Boys TO CRACK. By Rev. 
John Todd, D.D., of Pittsfield, Mas­
eachusets. Bemrose &: Sons, Pater­
noster Row, London, and Derby; and 
R. J. Pike, Nottingham. 

Two works by the author of the well­
known "Student's Guide," and the 
still more famous " Lectures to Chil­
dren." Both consist of papers most of 
which, probably, have already appeared 
in American magazines or religious 
newspapers. If so, however, they well 
deserved collecting and reprinting. 
The following are a few of the topics 
of the first-named volume:-" Cutting 
Down Expenses-Why we lose our 
Friends-A Minister Wanted-How to 

Of the two books, however, our own 
preference is for the second volume. 
The title indicates that it is specially 
for " Boys," and several of the articles 
are both addressed to boys, and are 
admirably adapted to interest and in­
struct the youngsters of our households. 
Our readers may be tempted to say 
that we who write must be "old boys;" 
however that may be, the fact is we 
have read nearly the whole bC1ok 
through with great pleasure, and now 
cordially commend it to our critics. 

WHEN? 

WHEN all hearts shall up-leap to the Saviour's command 
That have wept and rejoiced at His story, 

Then His banner of love shall be borne to each land; 
And the earth shall be filled with His glory. -

When the hands that are opening His merciful Book 
Give the Word that endureth for ever, 

Then the glory revealed will compel every look, 
And all flesh shall behold it together. 

When His chalice of love is held out by us all, 
And prest high to the lips of each nation, 

Not a hand but shall take, not a hand shall let fall 
His own beautiful cup of salvation. 

When all eyes shall look love on His sorrowing earth 
That are raised to the throne He ascended, 

Then the grand Alleluia shall spring to its birth, 
And the groan of creation be ended. 

When the lips that in prayer have besought Him to come 
Are like messengers going before Hirn, 

He will answer with splend011rs outshining the sun, 
And all kingdoms and kings shall adore Him. 

Then awaken O hearts that have heard His command, 
Of His cross and His throne spread the story, 

Till His banner of love is borne on to each land, 
And the earth shall be filled with His glory I 

Chapel HoUBe, Castle Donington. E. H.J. 



DANCING. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-Will you, or one of your 
correspondents, state in your pages 
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whether it is right for members of our 
churches to dance at athletic sports, 
public houses, and places of amuse­
ments, amongst worldly persons? 

QUERIST, 

Jnttlligtntt. 

!Jtnomhtatiomtl. 

THE LONDON CONFERENCE met at the 
Borough Road chapel, Southwark, Oct. 13. 
The business meeting was held in the 
afternoon, the Rev. J. Harcourt in the 
chair. After prayer by the chairman, the 
'minutes of the previous Conference were 
read ·and confirmed. The reports of the 
churches were then 1·eceived, from which 
it appeared that thirty-five had been bap­
tized sinc'e the previous Conference, and 
that twenty,four remained as caudidates. 
After the singing of the doxology, the Rev. 
T. W. :r.Ia:thews, of Boston offered prayer. 

The new church at Hitchin made appli­
cation for admission into the Conference, 
and for a recommendation to the General 
Baptist Association. Resolved,-

!. That, we rejoice exceedingly in the 
establishment and progress of the General 
Raptist church at Hitchin, and cordially 
welcome our brethren into the fellowship 
of this Conference, and also commend 
them for reception by the next Association. 

2. That we accept the invitation of the 
friends at Hitchin to bold the next Con­
ference there; that it be held in the month 
of May, but the fixing of the definite day 
shall be left to the Secretary and the 
Hitcbin friends. 

3. That thA Rev. J. Clifford, M.A., LL.B., 
be the preacher. . 

4. That Dr. Burns be requested to pre­
pare a paper for the next Conference. 

The Revs. T. W. Mathews and T. Bar­
ra8s attended as a deputation from the 
Annual Association. Resolved,-

5. That we cordially welcome our 
brethren-the deputation on the subject of 
Home Missions among General Baptists, 
but have to state th,1t owing (1) to the 
strenuous efforts to be made within tbe 
next two years for the Centenary Fund, 
nnd (2) to, tbe connection of some of our 
churches with the London Baptist Asso­
ciation, we are not able to promise any 

z 

fresh endeavours for the Home Mission 
work. 

6. That the sum of £1 lls. 6d. now in 
band for Home Mission purposes be trans­
ferred to the Treasurer of the General 
Home Mission. 

7. That we cannot permit the departure 
of our highly esteemed brother, the Rev. 
Isaac Preston, from our Conference with­
out expressing our fervent desire for the 
improvement of his health, as well as for 
the increase of his usefulness in bis new 
sphere of labour. 

8. That the subject of General Educa­
tion be considered at the next Conference; 
the Secretary to make some preliminary 
arrangement. 

Brethren Means and Marten, of the 
General Baptist Assembly, brietly ad­
dressed the conference, and brother Means 
concluded with prayer. 

There was public worship in the even­
ing. Brethren Harcourt, Barrass, c_ 
Payne, and J. Marten conducted the devo­
tional parts of the service, and the Rev. 
R. Y. Roberts, of Portsea, preached from 
John iii. 33-" He must increase.'' 

This Conference was one of unusual 
interest. 

JOHN LAWTON, Secretary. 

THE HALF-YEARLY CHESHIRE CoNFER.­
EliCE was held at Tarporley, on Tuesday, 
Oct. 12. The morning service commenced 
at 10.45. ]\fr. Everett, of Lenton, read 
and prayed, and tbe Rev. B. Hackett, of 
MacclesfiAld, preached from John xxi. 
15-22. The afternoon meeting assem­
bled at half-past two o'clock; Rev. E. Bott, 
ofTarporley, presided, nod Hev. R. Kenney, 
of Wheelock Heath, engaged in prayer. 
The reports from the seven churches 
showed that six had been baptized since 
the Whitsuntide Conference. After sing­
ing the doxology, the minutes of the pre­
vious meeting were read and confirmed, 
and the Revs. R. Ingham, of Halifax, and 
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W. Gmy, of Birchcliffe, the Home Mis­
sionary deputation appointed at the last 
Association to visit the Cheshire Confer­
ence. were kindly welcomed to our sitting 
by the chairman. 

1. The Home Mission Committee having 
reported that the friends at Congleton 
were worshipping in the Town Hall with 
an increased congregation, and that the 
Rev. T. E. Rawlings, late of Crewe, who 
commenced to preach for them there on 
Sunday, Sept. 12, had now been engaged 
for six months, it was resolved,-That we 
receirn their report with approbation, and 
confide again the case of Congleton into 
their hands. 

2. The Home Mission Committee having 
reported that the Audlem and Nantwich 
churches were in favour of uniting to pro­
cure the services of one pastor for them 
both, and that the former church would be 
able to contribute for his support £25, and 
the latter £40, it was resolved,-That we 
anew commend these two churches to the 
direction of the Home Mission Committee, 
adding to this Committee the names of the 
R~v. E. Bott, and Messrs. Roger Bate and 
R. Booth_ 

3. The Stoke church having been re­
quested to reconsider its decision respect­
ing withdrawal from the Cheshire Confer­
ence to join the c\fidland, has determined 
to retain its connection with the former. 

4. The Treasurer of the Home Mission 
Committee, Mr. R. Pedley, junr., having 
reported a balance in baud of £8 5s. 8d., 
and fresh contributions to the amount of 
£6 17s. 4d., now leaving a balance in hand 
of £15 3s., it was resolved,-That his half. 
yearly report be adopted. 

5. That this Conference appreciates the 
care and solicitude of the last Association 
for our welfare in respect to independent 
or united Home Mission operations, and 
also the kindness and counsel of the depu­
tation it appointed, and that we profit 
from the observations made by the Revs. 
R. Ingham and W. Gray. 

6. That the Home Mission Committee 
of the Cheshire Conference present a 
report annually to the Association of their 
operations in this district. 

7. That our best thanks be accorded to 
the Rev. B. Hackett for his sermon in the 
morning. 

8. That the next half-yearly Conference 
be held at Stoke-upon-Trent, on Whit­
Tuesde.y, 1870, and that the Rev. T. E. 
Rawlings, now of Congleton, be the 
preacher, or, in case of failure, the Rev. E. 
Bott, of Tarporley. Morning service to 
commence at eleven o'clock, and the busi­
ness meeting in the afternoon at half­
past two. 

WILLIAM MucH, Secretary. 

THE SEOOND CoNFERENOE OF THm 
LEICESTER PREAOHERS0 UNION W!IB held 
at Fleckney on Sept. 20. There was a 
good attendance of friends from Leicester, 
but owing to the isolated position of this 
church there were but few from the neigh­
bourhood. Mr. Lacey presided, and gave 
au address on " The present condition of 
our village churches.'' He described them 
as deficient iu organization, spirituality, 
power, aud enthusiasm; attributing these 
wants to the need of pastoral care, the 
need of more adaptation in preaching, the 
influence of jealousy and party spirit, and 
the worldly spirit which prnvails. This 
subject elicited hearty approval and prac­
tical discussion.-After tea a good open­
air service was held, well attended. At 
the evening meeting Mr. T. Clarke pre­
sided. Mr. G. Payne openad with an 
address on " The objects of the Preachers' 
Union," as follows: an increased efficiency 
of preachers, the development of the 
spirituality and activity of the churches, 
and the opening of new fields of labour. 
lt was announced that the gospel had 
been introduced to Thurnby, where, up to 
the present, no place of worship existed 
except the Established Church. Messrs. 
Holmes, Thornton, and others then gave 
earnest and encouraging addresses, which 
brought to a close these most inte.resting 
services. The next Conference will be 
held at Queniborough at Christmas. 

THE MmrsTERIAL BOARD OF REFER• 
ENCE.-'-Vacant churches desiring assist­
ance in procuring ministers may commu­
nicate with the Board of Reference by 
addressing its Secretary, the Rev. Dr. 
Underwood, Chilwell College. 

BARROWDEN.-Jubilee Services.-These 
services were of a very interesting character, 
arising partly from its connection with the 
ancient church at Marcott, and partly 
from the meetings held. On Sept. rn, 
two sermons were preached at Barrowden 
and one at Morcott, by our venerable and 
beloved brother T. W. Mathews, of Boston. 
On the Monday following, Mr. Varley, of 
London, preached in the afternoon from 
Luke xxiv. 49-" Tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem until ye be endued with power 
from on high;" observing that the great 
want of the church was spiritual power. 
The sermon produced a deep impression. 
At five o'clock, with military precision, the 
friends at Barrowden, and visitors from 
towns and villages round, took tea in an 
ample shed kindly lent by Mr. Gill­
about 220 in number. The jubilee meet­
ing of the erection and opening of the 
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Barrowden chapel was held in the evening. 
Mr. Arnold Goodliffe, of Nottinghnm, 
grnndson of Mr. John Arnold, who first 
introduced the Genernl Baptist cnuse into 
Barrowden, presided, and by request gave 
a brief history of the old church at Mor­
cott and the Lrnnch at llarrowden. He 
observed that it is pretty certain that the 
church at Morcott is more than two hun­
dred years old, In a brief memoir of Mr. 
W. Curtis, published in the eighth volume 
of the Repository, it states that when he 
was advanced in life he became pastor in 
1797. He was born in 1746-123 years 
since-and that his great grandfather, 
Stephen Curtis, was many years the 
minister in Charles the Second's time. He 
lived at Harringworth, and suffered fines 
and imprisonment for preaching the gos­
pel to his neighbours. The following 
entry is recorded in the Harringworth 
church register-" Stephen Curtis, Ana­
baptist, hurried Feby., 1727." We find 
that the Old Connexion of General Bap­
tists two hundred years since were nu­
merous, probably numbering 50,000 in the 
country. The following Baptist churches 
in Rutland' are-named in a list published 
in 1651 ,:._Burley, Thorpe Wakerly, Tix­
ovea, and Oakham, and there were several 
members at,. Uppingham. They appear to 
have been driven to worship in different 
villages as they could get accommodation. 
At length \he elder Dr. Stanger of Har­
ringworth, bought a piece of ground at 
Marcott, and, though strongly opposed, 
built a little meeting house, the present 
place of worship. It was erected 167 years 
since, but few attended from Morcott. It 
was selected as a central place for Luffen­
ham, Pilhu, Harringworth, &c. In 1747, 
at a meeting of the members held at 
North Luff en ham, the little church at 
Oakham, consisting of nine members, 
united with the Morcott church, and the 
one at Oakham ceased to exist. In 1791 
the baptistry was removed from Gretton to 
Marcott; and in 1797 William Curtis was 
ordained to the pastoral office, and John 
Arnold deacon. William Curtis remained 
the pastor until 1817, when be was 
removed by death. He was a man of 
excellent character and spirit. The curate 
of Harringworth church preached a funeral 
sermon for him, testifying to the respect 
in which he was held. For some time the 
little churoli £It Morcott had been dwindling 
in numbers, the few members becoming 
aged and living at a distance prevented 
much active effort. In 1816 the church 
was received into the New Connexion; it 
had only sixteen members. Jn 1817 
Mr. Payne, one of the first students 
from Wisbeach, became the minister. In 
1791 Mr. John Arnold, a respectable 

inhabitant of Barrowden, opened a house 
for preaching; and Mr. Burgess preached 
the first sermon in connection with this 
branch of the Marcott church. Mr. Arnold 
continued, with occasional assistance, the 
preaching until 1811. From the difficulty 
of obtaining supplies, preaching in this 
village was obliged to be relinquished 
until 1817, when Mrs. Elizabeth Arnold, 
at her own expense, fitted up a room, and 
to be used also as a Sunday school room. 
She might have been seen, though more 
than seventy years of age, punctually and 
energetically engaged as a teacher. The 
spirit for hearing was such that the room 
becRme too small. After considerable 
deliberation it was decided to build a 
chapel. On the 16th Septeir. ber, 1819, 
this house of prayer was opeped. The 
chapel cost about £500, more than £300 of 
it being realized. The little church of 
sixteen members in 1816 had increased in 
the next fifteen years to nearly a hundred, 
when unhappily its prosperity was sud­
denly checked, and the minister who had 
so laboriously worked in its behalf was 
suddenly removed; since which period it 
has, like most other churches, had its 
trials and joys. It has been blessed since 
1831 with the devoted labours of brethren 
Maddeys, Orton, Salisbury, Towler, and 
for about four years the present pastor, 
Mr. Hedges, has been labouring in the 
vineyard.-The Rev. W. Orton, of Bourne, 
one of their former pastors, delivered a 
very interesting address, referring to his 
coming amongst them nearly twenty-five 
years since, the happy seasons they had 
spent together, and the kindness he had 
experienced; he then touchingly referred 
to several who had devoted time and 
means to the church, but who bad passed 
away, urging those who remained to zeal, 
devotedness, and love. - Mr. Salisbury 
next addressed the meeting, referring to 
the stirring and impressive sermon de­
livered by Mr. Varley in the afternoon, 
observing that he quite concurred in the 
sentiment that the churches' need was 
more than spiritual power; that the church 
could not accomplish the work assigned to 
her without more earnestness, fidelity, and 
devotedness.-Mr. Varley then delivered 
an earnest, searching address, calling upon 
Christians to work for Christ and perish­
ing souls-that self-denial and self-sacri­
fice were demanded.-Mr. Mathews closed 
the address by a beautifully drawn picture 
of Christian love, and love's great work­
the promotion of man's highest happiness 
and God's glory.-The pastor, Mr. Hedges, 
concluded the happy meeting with prayer. 
The collection and the generous gift of a 
friend more than cleared the debt, so that 
both chapels are now free. The services 
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w.-re well attended, earnest, and will be 
long remembered. 

CARIUNGTON.-The enlargement of our 
chapel has, by God's blessing, been accom­
plished. It was contemplated at first to 
enclose the small piece of ground behind 
tbe chapel, and enlarge to the foll extent 
of our means; but tbe ineligible site, and 
inconvenient approach to the present 
buildi11g, were deemed great objections, 
and we decided not to extend the walls at 
all, but merely erect side galleries, and 
replace the old singing seat with a level 
platform, to be furnished with chairs in 
lieu of forms or ordinary seats. This 
alteration affords accommodation for sixty 
more, and very much improves the general 
appearance of the interior of the chapel, 
We hope that the time is not fa1· distant 
when largely increased numbers and 
means at command or in prospect will 
warrant us in erecting a house for the 
worship of God, more commodious and in 
a better situation. Having adopted a plan, 
our friends set heartily to work to carry it 
out, and the result of the efforts made has 
been most successful. The work having 
been completed, re-opening services were 
held amid much rejoicing. On Sunday, 
Sept. 19, two excellent sermons were 
preached by Mr. E. K. Everett in the 
morning and evening, and in the afternoon 
an interesting service, at which suitable 
pieces were recited and hymns sung by the 
scholars, was conducted by the Rev. J. F. 
Moody, minister of Halifax Place chapel, 
Nottingham, who delivered an address to 
the young. The congregations were large, 
and the collections amounted to the liberal 
snm of £8 12s. 4d. On Sunday, Sept. 26, 
the ~ervices were continued. In the morn­
ing a sound practical sermon was preached 
by the Rev. C. Griffiths, of the Methodist 
Free Church, Nottingham. In the after­
noon an address to parents and friends of 
Sabbath schools was given by the Rev. 
T. G. Hamerton, Methodist New Con­
nexion minister. In the evening a dis­
course was preached by our esteemed 
President of the College, Rev. W. Under­
wood, D.D., which was listened to with 
profound attention, and greatly enjoyed 
by all who heard it. The series of re­
opening services was brought to a success­
ful termination on Monday, Oct. 4, with a 
tea meeting, a concert of sacred music, 
and addresses. An excellent tea was pro­
vided in the school-rooms at five o'clock, 
and considering the counter attractions, 
including the great Goose-fair at Notting­
ham, the meeting was exceedingly well 
patronized, and all present seemed 
thoroughly to enjoy the social cup and 
cheerful company. At seven o'clock the 
friends re-assembled in the chapel, and a 

delightful evening was spent. Thomo.s 
Bniley, Esq., presided. The concert corn. 
prised selections of sacred music from 
some of the best composers, and was o.bly 
conducted by Mr. R. J. Dring. The 
addresses were all seasono.ble and en. 
couragiug, the friends at Carrington being 
heartily congratulo.ted on the greatly im­
proved appeo.rance of their so.nctuary, 
The speakers were the Rev8. W. R. Ste­
venson, M.A., J. Greenwood, M.A., o.nd 
R. Robinson, superintendent minister of 
the Primitive Methodist chapel, Hockley 
Nottingham, and Messrs. W. Richo.rdso; 
and A. Brittain. Mr. Richardson an­
nounced that the linbilities incurred by 
the alterations, cleaning, painting, and 
repairs, amounted to about £50, towards 
which sum £30 had been obtained, o.nd 
ahout £6 more promised. It was hoped 
that the deficiency would soon be made up 
by subscriptions from friends who have 
been waiting for the opportunity to give. 

GREAT GRIMSBY, Freeman Street.-Spe­
cial services in aid of the chapel fund were 
held in this chapel on Sunday, Sept. 19, 
when two eloquent sermons were preached 
by the Rev. J. Burns, D.D., of London, 
morning and evening-in the morning 
from 1 Chron. xxix. 10-16; in the even­
ing to a very large and .attentive congre­
gation from Ezra vii. 22, " And salt, 
without prescribing how much,", which 
was very impressive; and the rev. gentle­
man urged the necessity of having this 
spiritual salt connected with all our ser­
vices to God, both collectively and indi­
vidually, as it is tbe reconciliation of God 
and man, of the worshipper and the 
Creator. This salt in the Eastern nations 
is regarded as a pledge of eternal friend­
ship, and that God's people must be in a 
state of union with Him; and further, we 
can do nothing in connection with our 
Christian duties in which we can dispense 
with God's salt, which is an encourage­
ment to the timid Christian, who is afraid, 
and always looks at the dark side of his 
spiritual endeavours, and fears he has not 
done enough. On the Monday evening 
following, Dr. Burns gave an interesting 
lecture in the chapel, entitled, "My recent 
tour through Egypt, Turkey, and Pales­
tine," which was illustrated by fourteen 
very beautiful, well drawn, and ably 
painted views of different places of interest 
which had been visited by him in his 
travels, such as Alexandria, Cairo, the 
Pyramids, Port Sahib, Jerusalem, Jaffa, 
&c, which were very attractive to a large 
and attentive audience. The collections 
realized a good sum. 

HrrcHrn.-The Rev. J. Keed, of Acton, 
preached two sermons on Sunday, Oct. 10, 
in connection with the second anniverBBry 
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of the opening of the Baptist chapel, 
Walsworth Road, Hitchin; and the follow­
ing day B public meeting was held in the 
chapel, 11t which about two hundred and 
fifty persons were present. The meeting 
was afterwards addressed by the Rev. J. 
H. Atkinson, pastor of the church; also 
by the Rev. T. W. M11thews, T. Barrasa, 
J. Keed, S. Driver (Independent), Fielding 
(We~leyan), S. S. Allsop, W. E. Winks, 
J. Aldis, jun.; and by Messrs. R. Johnson, 
and J. Perry. At the formation of the 
church, in July last, there were six mem­
bers; these had increased to twenty.two, 
and eighteen other persons had recently 
applied for church-fellowship. The Sun­
day scholars numbered about one hundred 
and sixty, and their average attendance 
was very satisfactory. The state of the 
finances was. highly encouraging, notwith­
standing the necessity for increased liber­
ality. No less than sixty-six trays had 
been gen43rously contributed for the tea­
meeting ;· and the total receipts from 
these anniversary services amounted to 
upwards of £20. The character of the 
meeting 'generally, and the sentiments 
which found utterance from the val'ious 
speakers, were such as to afford abundant 
incentjves to our brethren at Hitchin to 
" thank God and take courage." 

CoALVILLE.-On Sunday, October 3, our 
chapel anniversary sermons were preached 
by the Rev, J. Harcourt, of London, and 
on the Monday a tea and public meeting 
wet·e held,,when addresses were given by 
brethren Harcourt, Lacey, Smith, Huck. 
nail, and others. The whole of the pro­
ceeds amounted to £21 10s. At all the 
services the congregations were good, and 
the ministrations refreshing. 

LANDPORT, Clarence Street.-A sale of 
useful and ornamental needlework, 011 be­
half of the fund of this church, was held 
at the Landport Hall, Arundel Street, on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, April 
20, 21, and 22. Each day the attendance 
was good, and the net profits realized 
amounted to £110. The needlework and 
fancy goods stalls were conducted by the 
following ladies, Mrs. Perfect, Mrs. Burton, 
Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. West, Mrs. Leighton, 
Mrs. Cole. Mrs. Ball, Miss Lambert, Miss 
Young, Miss Foster, Miss Large, and Miss 
Palmer. A flower stall, which was well 
stocked '!Yith choice flowers, was conducted 
and supplied by Mrs. J. Marshall, and the 
refreshment stall by Mrs, Lane and Mrs. 
Rawlings. A string band, under the direc­
tion of Mr. T. Fleming, was in attendance 
each day, and performed choice selections 
of musi<1- The hull was most beautifully 
decoruted and adorned with flags of all 
nations by the kindness and under the 
superintendence of Mr. West, of Her 

Majesty's ship "The Excellent." At a 
subsequent meeting of the church, special 
votes of thanks were passed to the Com­
mittee and the band for the efforts put 
forth to secure the success of the Bazaar. 
-(Extract from Portsmouth T·ime.~, April 
24, 1809.) 

SHEFFIELD, Cemetery Road,-The Sun. 
day school teachers, and other friends of 
the Sunday school, have lately purchased 
a harmonium to be used in conducting 
the services of song in the school. A few 
weeks since it was formally opened, when 
two sermons were preached, that in the 
morning by Rev. Giles Hester, minister of 
the place; that in the evening by Rev. A. 
J. Bedells, minister of the Cemetery Road 
Congregational Church. On the following 
Monday evening, a very interesting and 
instructive lecture was given by Rev. J. H. 
Atkinson, formerly of Halifax, now of 
Hitcbin: Subject-" A Spring Tour in 
France, Italy, &c., including sketches of 
Venice, Florence, Rome, Vesuvius, Pom­
peii, &c." The lecture contained brilliant 
passages of descriptive writing, and gave 
great pleasure and satisfaction to all who 
heard it. A voto of thanks was proposed 
to the lecturer by Rev. C. Short, M.A., of 
Townhead Street, who complimented him 
on the effective manner in which he had 
told the story of his travels. Should any 
of our churches wish to give their young 
people an evenings entertainment and in­
struction, during the winter months, they 
could not do better than invite Mr. Atkin­
son to give his useful and attractive lee. 
tare. The collections taken after each of 
the forenamed services nearly repaid the 
expenses incurred in purchasing the har­
monium. 

HrTCHIN, Walsworth Road-Recognition 
Services.-On Friday, September 10, very 
interesting services were held in connec­
tion with the settlement of the Rev. J. H. 
Atkinson, as pastor of the church at Wals­
worth Road. The service in the afternoon 
was opened by the Rev. T. R. Stevenson, 
of Luton, followed by the Rev. J. Keed, of 
Acton, who offered a special prayer for 
pastor and church. The Rev. J. C. Jones, 
M.A., of Spalding, gave a very excellent 
and practical address to the pastor, and 
the Hev. J. Clifford, M.A., LL.B., of Lon­
don, delivered the charge to the church. 
After a public tea a crowded meeting was 
held, presided over by W. Hain worth, Esq., 
When R. Johnson, Esq., a deacon of the 
church, briefly stated the reasons which 
led to Mr. Atkinson's invitation. The 
pastor then gave a short history of his 
educational ancl ministerial life, and ex­
pressed the belief that in accepting the 
call he was guided by the hand of God, 
In addition to the above-named,gentlemen, 
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the Revs. J. Aldis, W. Evans of Staly­
bridge, and W. Tucker (Baptists), S. B. 
Driver (Independent), and W. Malpas 
(Wesleyan), took part in the meeting, 
which was throughout of the most hearty, 
genial, and catholic spirit. 

REv. I. STtTBBINs.-We regret to learn 
that in consequence of family affliction, 
our esteemed brother, the Rev. Isaac Stub. 
bins, has resigned the pastorate of the 
church at Quorndon, Leicestershire. Mr. 
Stubbins purposes to spend the winter at 
Tenby, and hopes to resume his minis­
terial labours in the ensuing spring or 
summer, should a suitable sphere present 
itself. Meanwhile all communications 
should he addressed to him at Tenby, 
Pembrokeshire. 

REV. J. T. GALE, whose health has fre­
quently failed during the past twelve 
months, has felt it his duty to resign the 
pastorate of the church at Woodgate, 
Loughborough. His resignation has been 
reluctantly accepted by the people. 

REV. ISAAC PRESTON'S FAREWELL SER­
VICES AT CHESHAM.-On the last Sunday 
in September Mr. Preston closed his minis­
try by preaching a farewell sermon. After 
twelve years of unbroken harmony between 
him and his people, separation could not 
be otherwise than painful: and although 
regard for his health, which has frequently 
failed, seemed to render the separation 
necessary, its actual occurrence was the 
occasion of general sorrow. A crowded 
chapel, and a pensive auditory, attested 
the deep attachment subsisting between 
the pastor and the people. On the follow­
ing evening a meeting was held to take a 
more familiar and affectionate leave of Mr. 
Preston. The Rev. J. Lawton presided, 
and referred to the fact of his being for. 
merly Mr. Preston's fellow student at col­
lege, and of his having commenced his 
labours on the same day in the Berkhamp­
stead portion of the united church. The 
Rev. W. Payne spoke in the highest terms 
of Mr. Preston's character and course, 
after which a handsome work box was 
presented to Mrs. Preston as a token of 
gratitude for her services in connection 
with the Dorcas Society. This was fol­
lowed by the gift of a gold watch, value 
sixteen guineas, to Mr. Preston. In ac­
knowledging these preRents he reforred to 
the circumstances in which he was leaving 
them, and hoped that the ministry which 
might succeed his would enlist even a 
more hearty co-operation of the church 
than he had been privileged to witness. 

The REV, CHARLES PAYNE, of Louth, has 
received a cordial invitation to become 
pastor of the first Baptist Church at 
Cheaham, Bucks. 

The REV, W. BISHOP, on leaving Long. 
ton for Archdeacon Lane, Leicester,• was 
presented with a testimonial of affectionate 
regard, 

REv. CHARLES CLARK.-The nlusti·ated, 
Australian News contains on its front page 
an engraving which represents the scene 
at the Theatre Royal, Melbourne, where 
the Rev. C. Clark preached every Sunday 
evening while his chapel in Albert Street 
was being enlarged. The same number of 
the " News" gives a short sketch of the 
preacher, stating that he was born in Lon. 
don, educated at the Baptist College, Not­
tingham (now Chilwell), and that he has 
preached successively in Halifax, London, 
and Bristol. It says that his popularity 
has been increasing' from the first day of 
his appearance in the pulpit in Australia; 
that his Sunday evening audiences crowd 
the Theatre from the floor to the roof; 
that many are seen there who are not 
given to sermon hearing elsewhere; and 
that he is recognized as the Spurgeon of 
Melbourne. 

BAPTISMS. 

WmTTLESEA,-On Sunday evening, Sept. 
26, our pastor had the pleasure of baptizing 
eight believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
before many witnesses. Three constituted 
an household-one was the only son of 
the pastor-one an Episcopalian-cine a 
teacher-and the last, who is a Congrega­
tionalist and county missionary. On Sun­
day, Oct. 3, the former seven met at the 
table of the Lord, and received the right 
hand of fellowship; 

CoALVILLE.-On July 4, after a discourse 
on the conversion and baptism of Corne­
lius, five were baptized by the minister. 
On Oct. 10, after a discourse on the con­
version and baptism of certain Corinthians, 
two were baptized by the minister. They 
have all been added to tbe fellowship of 
the church. 

NuNEATON.-On Lord's.day, October 10, 
three persons were baptized and received 
into the church by the Rev. J. Finn, of 
Todmorden. 

DEWBBURY,-On Saturday evening, Aug. 
28, the Rev. N. H. Shaw baptized three 
persons in the Baptist chapel, Osset, which 
was kindly lent for the occasion, 

QUENillOROUGH.-Oct. 3, one friend was 
baptized by Mr. G. Payne. It is more 
than four years since the ordinance of 
baptism was administered here. 

CARRINGTON,- Oct. 3, three were bap­
tized by tbe Rev. J. Greenwood, and were 
received into church fellowship at the 
Lord's table at Carrington in the evening. 
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MILl70RD, nea,r Derby.-On Lord's.day, 
Oct. 3, three believers were baptized and 
received into church fellowship. Two of 
them are scholars in our Sabbath school. 
One was also restored, and more are in-
quiring the way. J. S. 

PoRTBEA, Olarence Street.-July 28, after 
a sermon on baptism, the Rev. R. Y. 
Roberts baptized three young personij. 

VALE, nea,r Todmorden.-Four persons 
were baptized by the Rev. J. Fletcher on 
Sept. 25, two males and two females. 

The APPENDIX TO THE HYMN BOOK is 
nearly ready, and will be sold separately. 
Orders may be sent to the agent, the Rev. 
Thos. Stevenson, New Walk, Leicest!)r, or 
to Booksellers. 

Jotts on l)uhlir ®btnts. 

THE past month has been remarkable for 
the number of its congresses and public 
meetings. Its earlier period witnessed the 
eighteenth annual meeting of the National 
Association for the Promotion of Social 
Science at Bristol. It was opened by a 
sermon from the Bishop of the diocese on 
Acts x. 38, " Who went ii.bout doing good," 
&c. Sir S. Northcote, presided, and in his 
opening adqress stated that the objects of 
the Association are at present matters on 
which the nation has not yet made up its 
mind, and that it urgently needs three new 
ministries.:....a ministry of Health, 11 minis­
try of Education, and a ministry of Jus. 
tice. The address was very comprehensive 
and forcible, and was received with much 
approbation. ,A Ladies' Conference of three 
hours followed, but it was held with closed 
doors, and reporters were not admitted. 
The subjects treated of in the Open Con­
gress were, first, the Legal and Constitu­
tional Relations between England and her 
Colonies; second, What Improvements 
011n be made in the administration of the 
Poor Laws? third, Can Infanticide be 
diminished by Legislative Enactments? 
The Condition of the Agricultural La. 
bourer-Remedies far Intemperance-and 
Reformatory Schools, were separately con­
sidered : but the mast exciting topic of the 
Congress was National Education, under 
the presidency of the Rev. Canon Kings­
ley. His address on the subject was very 
able, aml made II deep · impression. He 
contended that the duty of educating chil­
dren devolved primarily on their parents, 
but that where they refused to do this 
duty the State must supply the deficiency. 
To that extent education must be compul­
sory. The costs of education he considered 
a question of mere details-for whether 
by local rates or national taxation is not a 
thing of vital consequence. The great 
difficulty i' the religious one; but he con­
tended that the education of children, or 
even the control aver it, aught not to be 
entrusted ta the clergy of any denamin11-

tion. They should confine themselves to 
their own department of religious teaching, 

Contemporaneously with the Social 
Science Congress was the meeting of the 
Church Congress at Llverpool, which was 
opened by II memorable sermon from Dr. 
Howson, the Dean of Chester. He dis­
cussed the relative position of the Church 
and the Nonconformists. After adverting 
to the treatment of the Church oy Dis­
senters, he confessed that their faults 
toward Dissenters had been many. "Too 
often have we bestowed on them a very 
scanty share of our careful consideration 
and sympathy. On the part of some there 
has been almost II contemptuous disregard 
of them. This may be laid down confi. 
dently, that a disdainful dislike of Dissen. 
ters is, just now, one of the most danger­
ous propensities which a Churchman can 
indulge." After acknowledging the amount 
of spiritual good done by nonconformity 
in England, the Dean adverted to the 
numerous names within its range which 
will hold an honourable place in all future 
ecclesiastical history, making special refer­
ence to that of Matthew Henry, as having 
lived and laboured in the cathedral city of 
their diocese-Chester. The fine spirit 
breathed in this opening disoourse is be­
lieved ta have pervaded all the proceedings 
of the Congress; and o.s marking some­
thing like a new era in the expression of 
Church opinion, those proceedings are en­
titled ta our special notice. The papers 
which were read were too numerous for us 
to specify, and the discussions which fol­
lowed upon them were too lengthy for us 
to record. But when we mention that 
such questions as improved organization 
within the Church-the supply and train­
ing of the ministry of the Church-the 
improvement of the Services of the Church 
-and the Church's work in large towns, 
were seriously and patiently treated in 
assemblies sometimes reaching the num. 
ber of 2,500 persons, same idea may be 
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formed of the importance of this Church 
Congress. At one of the smaller gather­
ings in the little Concert Hall, the subject 
of " Recreations for the People" was 
handled in two papers, one by the Rev. 
Erskine Clarke, of Derby, and the other 
by the Rev. J. C. Chambers. The pro­
priety of meddling with such a questiou is 
doubttul, and the bias of some of the 
speakers was much to be deprecated. The 
people who need recreations may be trusted 
to procure the supply of this need without 
the officious aid of the clergy; and the 
religious character of the clerical order 
would suffer if Archdeacou Denison were 
accepted as their leader, who avowed his 
wish to join a recent dancing party in his 
own parish, and who advocated cricket be­
tween the services on Sundays!! 

The Free Episcopal Church in Ireland 
bas been actively engaged iu adapting itself 
to its new condition. A few have been 
craven-hearted enough to fear that, de. 
prived of State patronage and money, it 
would dwindle away and expire, but the 
prevailing opinion of both ministers and 
people is that the Protestant Church in 
Ireland will prosper far more than it has 
ever done. An Oxford clergyman, who 
bas visited the country to gather informa­
tion concerning the prospects of the Free 
Church, concludes his report with this 
sentence : "I fully believe that the Free 
Church in Ireland will flourish in a way 
that numbers who hug the chains of 
the Establishment in this country little 
imagine." 

Germany bas a Protestant Union com­
posed of preachers, professors of theology, 
and dignitaries of the Protestant Church 
who oppose, on the one band, ultra ortho­
dox and intolerant tendencies, 1<nd, ou the 
other, frivolous latitudinarianism. Its 
Congress has just been held in Berlin, and 
though the attendance of members and 
visitors did not amount to more than six 
or seven hundred persons, its proceedings 
attracted much public attention. The 
religious condition of Germany was con­
sidered, and some urged that to give pro-

ILLINOWOBTH-SMITH.-Oct. 14, at the 
Baptist chapel, Quorndon, by the Rev. J. T. 
Gale, brother-in-law of the bridegroom, 
assisted by the Rev. I. Stubbins, Mr. 
William Knibb Illingworth, of Leeds, to 
Emily, youngest daughter of the late Rev. 
Adam Smith, of Quorndon. 

testantism more power in the country it 
was in cum bent on the people to sever the 
connection of their ohurch with the State 
and to obtain for all congregations th; 
right to arrange their own services. The 
school question was also considered. The 
Prussian Government have favoured the 
existence of separate schools for each sect; 
but the majority at this Congress objected 
to the supervision exercised over the 
schools by the church. At the religious 
anniversaries recently held by two German 
cities, Elberfeld and Borman, a discussion 
on Free and State Churches occupied a 
whole day. The State Church system was 
feebly defended, while many voices sap. 
ported the voluntary system. 

The unusually large batch of new 
bishops which Mr. Gladstone has bad to 
provide has stirred th~ passions of Episco­
palians to a high degree of excitement. 
While most of the appointments have been 
more or less approved, that of Dr. Temple 
to the see of Exeter bas been fiercely 
denounced by High and Low Church par­
tisans. Their organs have called bis 
nomination" monstrous"-" a cruel wrong" 
-" an insult"-" a miserable scandal"­
" an evil compared with which disestablish­
ment and disendowment are as nothing." 
Precisely so. Let the State Church become 
free, and then no Premier, o~ Parliament, 
or other secular power will ever interfere 
with the appointment of diocesan bishops, 
any more than with congregational pastors 
or circuit preachers. 

Father Hyacinthe, who has renounced 
his order as a Carmelite Friar, and who 
has refused to resume bis functions at the 
bidding of his ecclesiastical superior, has 
gone to the United States. It was hoped 
he would have initiated a new reformation 
in France, but without the firm support of 
the Gllllican clergy no such event would 
be likely to succeed. 

The Congregational Union, at Wolver­
hampton, bas had a large and prosperous 
session, under the presidency of the Rev. 
R. W. Dale, of Birmingham, to which we 
may refer in our next issue. 

BEsT-JoNEs.-Oct. 7, at the General 
Baptist chapel, Spalding, by the Rev. J. C. 
Jones, M.A., brother of the bride, Mr. 
Joseph Best, woollen draper, Boston, to 
Susannah, third daughter of the late Rev. 
John Jones, March, Cambs. 
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EWEN,-Aug. 15, Henry Ewen, Esq., 
F.H.C.S., of Long Sutton, Lincolnshire, 
aged sixty.five years. 

WoonwARK.--Oct. 6, suddenly, e.t Christ­
church, He.nts, the Rev. John Woodwark, 
formerly of Tonbridge chapel, New Road, 
London, aged seventy-three years. 

THE LOVE OF DRESS.-" My daugh­
ter never cared about dress till sbe 
joined the Sunday School." So said a 
mother. And who do you think taught 
her to love dress? It was her own 
Sunday school teacher. Young women, 
fine dresses and false hair may suit the 
ball-room, but they are quite inconsis­
tent in the Sabbath school. . Young 
men, lavender kid gloves and patent 
leather boots may look very well at a 
party, but are quite out of place in the 
Sunday school. I fear that thousands 
of young people are Jed astray by the 
example of dress set them by their 
own teachers.::....A. R. 

SACRAMENTAL EFFICACY. - It is 
impossible tQ express the pestilence 
and fatal nature of it, and especially 
as it has prevailed over a great part of 
the world, to the great detriment of 
the eh arch for many ages past. Indeed, 
it is DIABOLICAL; for, by promising 
justification without faith, it precipi­
tates souls in to destruction ; in tbe 
next place, by representing the sacra­
ment as the cause of justification, it 
envelopes the minds of men, naturally 
too much inclined to the earth, in gross 
superstition, leading them to rest in 
the exhibition of a corporeal object 
rather than in God Himself. 

-John Calmn. 
WHO WERE THE FATHERS AND 

FOUNDERS OF THE FRE~ CHURCHES 
IN ENGLANQ ?-This pertinent ques­
tion may be confidently answered by 
the following testimony of Mr. Herbert 
Skeats. "It is the singular and dis­
tinguished honour of the Baptists to 
have repudiated, from their earliest 
history, all coercive power over the 
consciences and the actions of men 

CRELLIN.-Oct. 6, Philip Crellin, Esq., 
of Hackney, e. well-known Nonconformist, 
aged seventy-six. 

CooPER. - Oct. 21, much lamented, 
George Harley Cooper, the dearly beloved 
and only son of Edward and Ann Cooper, of 
Sileby House, in the 28th year of his age. 

with respect to religion. No sentence 
is to be found in all their writings in­
consistent with those principles of 
Christian liberty and willing hood which 
are now equally dear to all the free 
congregational churches of England. 
They were the proto-evangelists of 
the voluntary principle."-History of 
the Free Churches. Mr. Skeats says, 
that "not being connected with the 
Baptist denomination, he has greater 
pleasure in bearing this testimony to 
undoubted historical fact.'' 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN THE 
TIMES OF CHARLES II.-She had been 

_ restored to opulence and honour by 
libertines. Little as the men of mirth 
and fashion were disposed to shape 
their lives according to her precepts, 
they were yet ready to fight knee deep 
in blood for her cathedrals and palacef!, 
for every line of her rubrics and every 
thread of her vestments. If the de­
bauched cavalier haunted brothels and 
gambling houses, he at least avoided 
conventicles. If he never spoke with­
out uttering ribaldry and blasphemy, 
he made some amends by his eagerness 
to send Baxter and Howe to gaol for 
preaching and praying. Thus the 
clergy made war on schism with so 
much vigour that they had little leisure 
to make war on vice. It is an unques­
tionable and most instructive fact that the 
years during which the political powers 
of the Anglican hierarchy were in the 
zenith, were precisely the years during 
which national virtue was at the lowest 
point.-Lol'd Macmtlcty. 

A STATE CLERGY A SERVILE 
ORDER.-The doctrine of non-resist­
ance had ever been dear to the Angli­
can divines. It was their distinguish-
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ing badge and their favourite theme. 
They preached as often about the duty 
of passive obedience and as zealously 
as about the Trinity or the Atonement. 
A writer of the age of the Stuarts 
says :-" I may be positive, where I 
heard one sermon on repentance, faith, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, I 
heard three of the other; and 'tis hard 
to say whether Jesus Christ or King 
Charles the First were oftener men­
tioned and magnified." 

AN ESTABLISHED CHURCH will 
always rank among its nominal mem­
bers multitudes who have no religion 
at all; multitudes who, though not 
destitute of religion, attend little to 
theological disputes, and have no 
scruples about conforming to the mode 
of worship which happens to be es­
tablished; and multitudes who have 
scruples about conforming, but whose 
scruples yield to worldly motives. 

THE UNION OF ENGLAND AND 
ScoTLAND.-This union, effected in, 
1707, has been a great blessing to both 
countries, because in constituting one 
St!l.te it left two churches. Macaulay 
says :-" Had there been an amalga­
mation of the hierarchies, there never 
would have been an amalgamation of 
the nations. We are nnfortunately 
not without means of judging of the 
effect which may be produced on the 
moral and physical state of a people 
by establishing, in the exclusive enjoy­
ment of riches and dignity, a Church 
loved and reverenced only by the few, 
and regarded by the many with reli­
gious and national aversion. One such 
church is quite burden enough for the 
energies of one empire."-History OJ 
England. Vol. IV., p. 268. 

THE DISPUTE OF THE SEVEN 
DAYS-A FABLE. 

BY. C. P. CRANOR. 

ONCE on a time the Days of the Week 
Quarrelled, and me.de bad weather; 

The question was which of them all w11s 
best, 

So they all disputed together. 

And Monday said," I wash the clothes." 
And Tuesday said, "I dry 'em." 

And Wednesday said, "I iron the shirts." 
And Thursday said, "I try 'em." 

Said Friday, "I'm the day for fish." ., 
Sa.id Saturday, " Children love me. 

And Sunday said, "I'm the Sabbath-day, 
I'm sure there are none above me," · 

One declared he was made for prayer­
Another for keeping treasure. 

Some of them said, " We are best for work." 
Aud some," We are best for pleasure," 

Now, as they quarrelled, their tempers rose, 
And all of 'em screamed together; 

They blew, and rained, and hailed, and 
snowed-

There never was seen such weather. 

Old Father Time was passing along, 
And heard the hurly-burly; 

Said he, "Here's something going wrong­
It's well I got up so early. 

"These children of mine have lost their 
wits, 

Or are trying to box the compass. 
Who ever heard such II Babel clack? 

Hallo, there I Stop your rumpus I 

"You, Sunday, sir, with your starched 
cravat, 

Black gown, and church-veneering, 
Tell me the cause of this angry spat..:_ 

Speak plain-I'm hard of hearing I 
"You are the loudest speaker here, 

The wisest, too, you should be; 
I little thought such II mighty fuss 

As you are making, could be." 

Then Sunday said, " Good Father Time, 
The matter's o.s plain as noonday;_ 

For eighteen hundred years and more. 
The Lord's Day has been Sund"y. 

"The church-" Here Monday blurted out, 
"The folks are glad when you leave 'em; 

They all want me to go on with their work, 
And the pleasures of which you bereave 

'em." 
But Tuesday said, " I finish your work, 

And do it as fine as II fiddle." 
And Wednesday said, '' I'm the best of 

the days, 
Because I stand in the middle." 

And Thursday, Friday, Saturday, all 
Said something I can't remember; 

And so they might have argued the case 
From New Year's to December. 

But Father Time, he cut them short: 
"My children, why this pother? 

Your natural gifts are all the same­
One day's just like another. 

" To God's great eye all shine alike, 
As in your primal beauty; 

That day is best whose deeds are best, 
That.worst that fails in duty. 

"Where Justice lights each passing hour, 
Where Love is wise and tender, 

There shines the radiance of the skies, 
There glows e. day of splendour," 
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RECENT BAPTISMS IN ORISSA. 

AuousT 1st, nine were baptized at 
Piplee by Damudar, after a sermon by 
Mr. Buckley on the "brazen serpent" 

On the same day twelve were bap­
tized at Cuttack by Mr. Bailey, after a 
sermon by Ghanushyam. Mr. Miller 
delivered the address in the afternoon, 
from Col. ii. 6, and received the newly 
baptized into the fellowship of the 
church. 

September 5th, six were baptized at 
Cuttack. Makuuda Das preached on 
the occasion, and -Ghanushyam baptized 
the candidates. The address to the 
newly baptized was founded on L Kings 
xx. 11-" Let ·not him that girdeth on 
his harness boast himself as he that 
pntteth it_ off." In forwarding onr last 
report to the end of March we remarked 
that the gracions . visitation in which 
through the year we had rejoiced was 
not withdrawn or restrained, but that 
the wind was still blowing. Since this 
was written forty-six have been bap­
tized at Cuttack,: and at other stations the 
additions have been .enc,;mraging. It 
has been a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. We nnfeignedly 
rejoice in the many tokens of His 
gracious presence we have experienced, 
and pray that these young disciples may 
be kept steadfast and faithful unto the 
end. J.B. 

LETTER FROM REV. G. TAYLOR 
TO MISS STEVENSON, IN 
REFERENCE TO THE BOX OF 
GOODS SENT FROM DERBY. 

Berhampore, Ganjam, Orissa, 
August 7, 1869. 

My dear Miss Stevenson,-At the 
request of Mrs. Taylor I write briefly 
respecting the bazaar we have had for the 
sale of the contents of the "Derby Box." 
In my note from Rumbah in March last, 
I told you we hoped to dispose of the 
articles as early as possible on our arrival 
at Berhampore; and accordingly, after 
a brief rest from our journey, we com­
menced arrangements. I rejoice to tell 
you that in all that was needful to carry 

oat ou_r J?Urp~se-'!9'hetber in writing 
and d1str1bntmg circulars announcing 
the baz~ar ;_ in fixing_'.:and ~arking on 
each article its respective price ; in con­
tributing the loan of tables and dress­
stands on which to exhibit the goods • 
in arranging and setting out the tables' 
&c. ; or in assisting in disposing of th~ 
articles on the days of sale-we had the 
warmest interest and most hearty co­
operation of every European lady in the 
station. The wife of Colonel H., com­
manding the station, the wife of our 
worthy jndge, and the wives of Major S. 
and St. C., devoted the greater part of 
four days to the good work ; and though 
all but the Colonel's wife are tboronghly 
Episcopalian, they nevertheless entered 
as heartily into every arranaement as if 
it bad been to promote the ~xtension of 
their own denomination. 

The attendance at the bazaar on the 
first day was very numerous, and the 
amount realized was considered most 
satisfactory. There were a few present 
who bad come from Gopalpore and 
Chatterpore- distances of nine and four­
teen miles. The total amount realized 
from both days' sale was about 400 
rupees, which, for Berbampore, with its 
present small European and Eurasian 
population, was quite as much as could 
have been expected. We had, however 
more than half the articles still unsold° 
and for a time were most anxious as t~ 
bow we could dispose of them. At 
length, He who had put it into the hearts 
of dear friends to send them, opened a 
way for the sale of the greater part of 
them. Our worthy judge, who bad 
simply been " acting" at this station, 
was, much to our regret, removed to a 
stati?n two hn_ndred miles away; and 
prev1ons to their departure his excellent 
wife proposed taking the box with her 
which she accordingly did; and o~ 
arriving at her destination had bazaars 
in the European and native parts of the 
town, and disposed of goods to the 
amount of 500 rupees (£50). She did 
more. She promised that if we were ever 
favoured with another box, and failed to 
dispose of its contents at Berhampore, 
she would most cheerfully render simi-
lar help. · 
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We have still on band things to the 
amonnt of from one to two hundred 
rupees, for the sale of which we hope to 
ha\'e a small bazaar in the cold season. 

With rega1·d to the appropriation of 
the money reali&ed, I would say, that 
the Madras Government not having pro­
vided a fixed sum for the benefit of our 
01·phans on leaving the asylum, as the 
Bengal Government has done for the 
orphans at Cuttack and Piplee, we have 
thonght that we could not do better than 
devote the proceeds of the bazaar to t.his 
important object. It is a subject that 
has often occasioned us much thought 
and anxiety, as to how we were to give 
these fatherless ones a start in life when 
they bade ns farewell. Your kindness 
and christian liberality have put the 
means of doing so into onr hands, and 
we sincerely trust that all who con­
tributed to the box will fully approve of 
the above appropriation. We again 
tender our best and warmest thanks to 
every frie.nd who in any way assisted in 
furnishing so large and useful au assort­
ment of articles, and pray that He by 
whose grace they were constrained to en­
gage in this work of faith and labour of 
love, may reward them a thousand-fold. 
Could our dear aged friend Mrs. Bamp­
ton have seen with what interest and 
delight old J uggeruath Ma and the 
widow of our late brother Denabnndhu 
(both of whom remember her well) 
looked at her contributions to the box, 
and have heard them speak of the undy­
ing Jove she must still have for them­
selves and the Mission in which she and 
her husband were the pioneers, she must 
have been deeply affected. 

To the dear orphans in the " Home 
for Sailors' Daughters," our children all 
send many loving salutations and best 
thanks for their present of thimbles, 
needles, and cotton. I have just had 
occasion to pas8 through Mrs. Taylor's 
work-room, where some twenty or 
thirty of the girls are seated, using the 
thimbles and needles their English sisters 
have so generously given; and I only 
wish the little donors could have accom• 
panied me-I am sure they would have 
been delighted with the sight. 

In a note sent with the above present 
one of the donors remarks-" We don't 
know each other now, bot if we love 
Jesus we shall all go to heaven, and then 
we shall know and love each other 
more." I am persuaded that that little 

friend will be delighted to hea1· that last 
year some twenty of our school children 
accepted the Lord Jesus as their Saviour 
and were baptized in His precious name! 
and that last Sabbath four of onr famin~ 
orphans publicly professed their love to 
Jesus and were received into the church 
and are now walking in the way t~ 
heaven. • 

Before concluding, I must beg that 
you and yom· co-secretary, on whom so 
mnch of the care and toil of this under­
taking have devolved, will accept our 
most cordial thanks and best wishes. 
And with our united christian love to 
you and your dear friends, 

I am, very truly yours, 
GEo, TAYLOR, 

HINDRANCES AT HOME. 
( Contir,,ued from page 332.J 

Hindrances resulting from Misapprehensions 
and Objections.-Scepticism.-0hange in the 
Evidences of Piety.-Circumstances favour­
ing the Pastor.-The Responsibility of Chris­
tian People.-Ministers all stand related to 
the Whole Work. . 

III. I now state briefly some of the 
more important misapprehensions and 
objections, growing out of a want of 
correct information, which hinder the 
development of the missionary life in 
our churches. 

The first I shall mention is this-that 
the _ heathen are so very degraded and 
wicked, as to be unworthy of the great 
effort that is necessary to give them the 
gospel. 

Another, not so often raised as for­
merly, is, that the expense of money and 
life in the foreign missions is more than 
we can afford. 

Another, heard less frequently than it 
once was, but frequently operating as a 
silent influence, is, that missions have 
had but little success. 

It is sometimes objected, that but a 
small part of the contributions actually 
reaches the heathen. 

Another objection has a lodgment in 
many a mind that would hesitate to give 
it utterance ; that the heathen will not 
be lost without the gospel, and therefore 
it is unkind to send the gospel to them. 

It is further objected, that charity be­
gins at home; that it were better to be• 
stow the money and labour on home 
missions ; that we must take care of om· 
own great country, whe1·e we have as 
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much as we can do; that our country is 
worth a score of heathen nations, etc. 
The objection assumes a protean form; 
but the amount of it is, that we shall be 
more in the way of our duty, and be 
doing more for our own growth in grace, 
for the spiritual interests of our own 
nation, and for the building up of the 
Redeemer's kingdom, by restricting our 
evangelical labours within the bounds of 
our own country, and neglecting the 
world at large. 

Some people believe that the conver­
sion of the world is not to be looked for 
in the present dispensation, nor to be 
accomplished by the present agencies ; 
that Cl!rist's advent is to be pre-millen­
nial ; that the world will grow worse, 
instead of better, till His coming, which 
is to be sudden, and attended by con vul­
sions; that the wicked are then to be 
destroyed ; and that the Jews are to be 
miraculously converted, and made the 
favoured people nuder this new Messianic 
reign, with Jerusalem for the capital. 
All I shall say in respect to this is, that 
it absurdly makes certain earnestly con­
tested in terpreta.tions of prophecy as to 
Christ's second coming, and not His ex­
press command to " preach the gospel to 
every creature," the- rule of action in 
this great matter, 

Upon the other, objections I shall 
make a few general remarks. 

As to the degraded and wicked condi­
tion of the heathen, it will suffice to say 
-that Christ certainly commands His 
gospel to be preached to the heathen ; 
that, for the most part, they are no more 
degraded and wicked than were our own 
wild and ferocious ancestors of Druidical 
times; and that, in point of fact, the 
gospel does elevate them. 

As to the cost of life and money in 
missions, it may be replied-that the 
cost of life, on the whole, bas been 
scarcely greater in the missions abroad, 
than in the ministry at home. The 
average missionary life in India, fifteen 
years ago, was sixteen years and a half, 
and it is longer now. In 1858, the more 
than sixty ordained foreign missionaries 
from the Andover Seminary, then living, 
bad been prosecuting their work on an 
average of seventeen years. 

As to the pecuniary cost of missions, 
it is easy to show, that the country is in 
no danger of being impoverished by them. 
The expenditure of the American Board 

for fifty-six year~, did not exceed the 
co~t of a hundred and fifty miles of rail­
road in Massachusetts; and was nearly 
three millions less than the average ex­
pense of a single week in the late war. 
The cost of an iron-clad man-of-war was 
double the yearly expenditnre of the 
American Board. The cost of the Sand­
wich Islands mission, for the whole forty­
six years of its existence, was less than 
that of an exploring expedition of about 
three years, under Commodore Wilkes, 
sent by the United States government 
into tbe Pacific Ocean. 

The objection, that but a small part of 
the money contributed reaches the mis­
sions, is founded on sheer ignorance. In 
one of oar Western States, a banker 
when called upon by the collector for a 
subscription for foreign migsioas, gave 
him ten dollars as his annnal contribu­
tion, and then gave bim fifteen dollars 
more-to aid, as he said, in sending it to 
them. He meant, that it cost more to 
send his donation to the mission, than 
the donation was worth. This was 
wholly a misapprehension. The cost 
for everything in the administration of 
one of our large Missionary Boards, 
including every species of agency, is only 
about eight per cent. of its receipts. Of 
every dollar contributed, therefore, 
ninety-two cents fiud their way to the 
missions. The banker already men­
tioned is said once to have remitted his 
donation directly to the mission in 
Turkey, but he gained nothing by the 
operation. Indeed, it is not possible for 
this objection to be entertained by one 
wbo reads the well authenticated trea­
sury reports of the missionary societies. 

The proof that the heathen are not 
saved without the ~ospel, is in the ex­
plicit command of Christ to preach the 
gospel to them; in the argument of the 
Apostle Paul in the first chapter of his 
Epistle to the Romans; in his own 
labours among the heathen; and in tbe 
uniform testimony of missionaries to the 
unholy lives and characters of the 
heathen of our day, and to their acknow­
ledged consciousness of sin and guilt. The 
assumed unkindness iu sending the gospel 
to the heathen, is on the assumption that 
many of them, by rejecting it, will incur 
a deeper condemnation. This must be 
admitted; but then if the heathen perish 
without the gospel, and may be saved by 
it, there is obviously the same reason for 
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preaching the gospel to them, as there iR 
for preaching it to the ungodly in chris­
tian lands. 

\\'hat can a pastor say to objections 
foanded on the exclusive claims of our 
own great country P An eminent clergy­
man residing in Missouri once said, that 
the religion they needed for the West, is 
one "strong enough for the conversion 
of the world." Aud we might well ask, 
whether our home missions would really 
be prosecuted with their present vigour, 
had we not, at the same time, missions 
in Asia, Africa, and the islands of the 
sea? The principle underlying this ob­
jection, were it to govern the churches 
throaghout our land, would be a mon­
strous national selfishness, destructive of 
every generous christian feeling. It is 
important to remark, that this objection 
is generally made under an erroneous 
impression as to the proportion actually 
contributed to these two branches of the 
same great work. Dr. Mullens says 
that, in one hundred and fourteen Lon­
don churches in 1865, not more than one 
fourth of the benevolent contributions 
were for foreign missions; and that in 
1866, out of every £100 contributed by 
eighty Congregational churches in Lon­
don and the country, only £15, or less 
than one sixth, were for foreign missions. 
In the Free Church of Scotland, during 
ten years, only six per cent. of the sum 
contributed for religions objects went 
for foreign missions. I am not prepared 
to my what is the proportion in oar own 
country. But it should be remembered, 
that every foreign missionary society 
combines a number of objects, while 
what is actually the home missionary 
work is divided among several societies, 
as the Home Missionary, Church Build­
ing, Sabbath School, Education, &c. We 
are glad to feel assured, in the existing 
relations of the unevangelized world to 
the church, that the true church of Christ 
cannot have an exclusive regard for 
either home or foreign missions, since 
the spirit of the true church, so far as 
informed on the subject, will necessarily 
be responsive to the all-embracing com­
mand of its Redeemer and King. I 
shall be excused for the utterance of 
my own belief, that the subversion of 
foreign missions would be destroying 
the great wheel, in the vast machine of 
many wheels, of which our benevolent 
system is composed, 

Such are some of the causes which 
keep the churches from putting forth 
their energies for the extension of the 
Redeemer's kingdom. It is thus that 
scepticism, in one form or another, para­
lyzes the arm of the church. Let a man 
doubt whether the heathen deserve our 
sympathy, whether they are in perishing 
need of the gospel, or whether they will he 
really benefited by it, and yon cannot 
interest him in sending them the gospel. 
Let a man doubt whether God really in­
tends to accomplish the conversion of the 
world, whether the time has really come 
for engaging in the work, or the efficacy 
of the means employed, and, until these 
doubts are removed, yon cannot have his 
hearty co-operation. 

I need not take time to prove, that 
upon pastors of the churches rests espe­
cially the duty of removing these ob­
stacles. This they can do by seeing that 
their people are properly informed as to 
the facts, which bear so strongly on their 
personal duty in this peculiar age of the 
world. We are to aim at two things; 
correct information, and its bearing upon 
the development of christian character. 
The evidences of personal piety need 
now to be reinvestigated and recon­
structed. In former ages, the tests of 
christian character were persecution, im­
prisonment, the rack, the stake ; they 
were suffering in some form. Piety and 
the profession of it stood connected, in 
God's providence, with losses and priva­
tions. But times have changed. Piety 
and the profession of it are now respected. 
The grand test of piety now, is the life 
of faith, benevolence, giving for the 
cause of Christ, self-denying efforts. 

The treatises on this subject need to 
have an additional chapter. Few chris­
tian people yet realize the vast change 
there has been in their position and rela­
tions, as regards the world perishing for 
lack of the gospel, nor the effect of this 
change upon the evidences of their own 
personal piety. Many a church member 
has a comfortable hope of heaven, while 
doing almost nothing for extending 
Christ's kingdom and the blessedness 
of His reign, and feelin~ no interest in 
the cause. This might have been safe 
for the soul in the days of Richard 
Baxter, or even in the days of our 
grandparents. But God has brought a 
mighty change over our situation, and 
our relations ; and if any choose to be 
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rance, that will not avail in the great 
day. In any view, it is disloyalty to 
the Lord of Glory. Just here is the 
grand defect in the practical christianity 
of our age. It responds not, as it should 
do, to the call of God's providence. 
Nothing can he more certain, than that 
the vast changes in the unevangelized 
world do immensely concern us as chris­
tians. And it is time that God's minis­
ters should speak out plainly on this 
subject. Satan bath great wrath, because 
of the shortness of his time. By infidel 
philosophy he is seeking to gain posses­
sion of the human understanding, and to 
fortify it against all approaches of the 
truth to the hearts of men, and his 
emissaries are going into all the world. 
Moreover, the Roman hierarchy is pre­
pared and determined everywhere to 
oppose the extension of Christ's spiritual 
kingdom, and will he the grand opponent 
of the true church in its effort to extend 
Mess'iah's reign; and if successful in 
that, it will he almost sure to necover 
once more its lost dominion in Chris­
tendom. 

Pastors hll.ve much encouragement, 
then, in view of those providential tidal 
waves of influence. from the nnevange­
lized world already spoken of, which are 
flowing in upon the churches, and now 
more than ev~r. In µiost churches they 
will find there has been a favourable be­
ginning, and some progress in the right 
direction ; that there is no longer the 
profound indifference or the early oppo­
sition to missions. Perhaps they will 
find that one half, or even more, of their 
church members already contribute some­
thing for the cause. Perhaps as many 
as a third of them, and those the best, 
assemble at the monthly missionary 
prayer meeting. Perhaps even a larger 
number are more or less in the habit of 
reading missionary intelligence. Possi­
bly a member of the church is a mis­
sionary, or among the honoured dead 
fallen in the service. 

If all pastors of the churches could be 
induced to ta.ke the decided stand with 
their people, which many have taken,­
educating them for the work of missions, 
and urging them forward in it,-we 
should soon have the men and the funds 
thBt are needed, and great would be the 
joy among the people of God. 

"TuE noble red-skin is poison wherever 
yon find him." So at least United 
States officials are beginning to think. 
They consider that the leopard is utterly 
incapable of changing his spots. Scat­
tered over the far West, taking in the 
unsettled pa~ts of Missouri, Arkansas, 
Kansas, Indian Territory, and New 
Mexico, there are the Cheyennes, Arapa­
hoes, Kiowas, the Comanches, and some 
small hands of the Sioux, all with their 
hatchets dug up, and impartially ready 
to scalp a Peace Commissioner, or a 
traveller on the shortest notice. These 
are no insignificant foes. In one district 
it is computed that they master six 
thousand warriors, each supplied with 
ten horses, available for swift incessant 
travelling. 

The United States' Peace Commis­
sioners have convened numbers of the 
Indian chiefs at various places, in order 
to stop their scalping tendencies. Bot 
friendly overtures have in many cases 
proved fruitless. 

The Kiowas were offered food for the 
winter, if they would retire to their 
reservation. They took the provision~, 
placed their families in the stipulated 
settlement, and then attacked an out­
lying camp with ease and profit. Such 
failures occur amongst the Indians who 
are purely heathen. This year they 
have been especially tron hlesome, now 
scalping trains of travellers in New 
Mexico, now robbing the mails in Ari­
gona, or running off with women in 
Colorado. 

In September, 1868, they attacked Cap­
t~in Graham's force protecting the stage 
hue to Denver, and, shortly after this 
att.impt, succeeded in breaking up 
Colonel For~yth's command on Republi­
can River. 

. I~ is now proposed to leave olf nego­
t1atmg, and transfer the Indiau depart­
ment to the War office. 

. In the meantime missionaries are try­
mg the better mode of snhduina the 
passions of the savage breast. From 
David Brainerd's time till now it has 
been proved to a demonstration that 
when the Indians know and unde;stand 
the Gospel, its power destroys their 
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mnrclerons tendencies, and leads them to 
practise principles of love when brought 
in contact with white strangers. 

RED INDIAN AcuTENESs.-An Ameri­
can minister went to a tribe of Red 
Indians to make a treaty with them for 
land. He said, " I want to make a 
treaty with yon for land." 

"Sit down npon that log," replied the 
chief. 

The American minister sat down upon 
the log. 

The chief said, " Move on a little 
farther," and he moved a little further. 

The chief said, " Move on further," 
and he moved again. 

The chief then said, " Move on yet a 
little further." 

The minister said, " I cannot move 
further." 

The chief said, "Why not F" and the 
minister replied, "Because I have got to 
the end." 

The chief replied, "That is it. In 
years gone by onr forefathers lived out 
there with the rising snn, and the white 
man came and said, 'Give us room to 
spread our tents.' We gave them room 
to spread their tents ; and they then 
said, ' Give ns land;' and we gave them 

land. They said, 'Move up a little 
further;' and we moved up a little 
further. Again they said, ' Move up a 
little further ;' and we did so; and now 
yon come to ns and say, 'Move furthei· 
still.' Bnt where can we move to, we 
have got to the end. The great sea is at 
the west P where can we move to P where 
shall we go P" 

Does not such reasoning show great 
scope of thought P 

"We Indians," said one of them," are 
like iron, and you white men are like 
stone." 

" What do you mean P" said the mis­
sionary. 

" Why," said the Indian, "if you 
throw a piece of iron out into the prairie, 
and let it remain there, it will gradually 
waste away, until it is soon all gone; 
but if you throw a stone there it does 
not waste away. But if the iron, be­
fore it is all gone is taken up and 
rubbed against the stone it soon be­
comes bright and oseful. We are like 
the iron: our people are wasting away, 
but you do not waste away ; and if 
we can only manage to rub ourselves 
against you, then," he said, " we will 
become bright." 

-Missi?_nary News. 
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THE EXPIRING OF THE YEAR. 

WORDS FOR THE WATCH-NIGHT. 

" THE years of our life," as a Bible 
phrase, has gained general currency, 
and few forms of speech are more 
familiar to English eyes and ears 
than this.· Why should we not also 
speak of the life.of our years? The 
beginning of each annual division of 
time is like a .birth, and the ending 
of it i~ like a death. In its initial 
period the year is called young or 
"new;" whilst its final portion is 
regarded as old. At a definite hour, 
struck by the clock, the old year is 
said to go out ; and so noticeable a 
thing is the event considered that 
multitudes silently watch for its oc­
currence, and then audibly hail the 
nativity of another year. 

All devout people may not be able, 
either from bodily weakness, or from 
social position, to conform to the 
custom of keeping the watch-night : 
and some i\lay deem the observance 
superstitious rather than purely reli­
gious. The design of this paper is 
not to disc\lss the question that might 
be raised respecting this annual mid­
night service, and to endeavour to 
decide any points at issue between 
those who eagerly attend it, and 
those who never think of going to 
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it. Our object is to indite a little 
matter which may be suitable for 
the watchnight, and to offer some 
helps for meditation alike to those 
who go to it, and to those who stop 
away. 

The expiring of the year is a title 
not coined in our own mint, but 
moulded from a duplicate phrase in 
the Old Testament-" after the year 
was ex]Jired."* 

The ending of a year is the termi­
nation of a large and an important 
portion of our existence. If the 
days of our life may be called " few" 
in number, the lapse of those hun­
dreds which are comprised in a single 
year is a serious reduction of the en­
tire sum. And if hours and even 
moments are precious, what a value 
attaches to the great aggregate of 
these which is crowded into the 
space of every year ! After the year 
has expired it may be said to have 
gone from us, never to return. In 
this respect it is like a deceased 
friend, whose face we shall never see 
again, and whose society we shall 
enjoy no more. As we cannot take 
om· leave of one who is endeared to 

• 2 Sam. xi. 1, and 1 Ch:ron. :n. 1. 
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us without some measure of pensive 
emotion, so we ought not to allow 
the year to expire without some 
special notice, a notice which be­
speaks a sense of loss more or less 
deep and mournful. The best of 
human friends are not always plea­
sant to us. They sometimes look 
unkindly, or speak roughly, or act 
offensively. Yet this occasional in­
terruption of the happiness we have 
enjoyed with them, and through 
them, does not abate the bitterness 
with which we bid them a final adieu. 
And so, if any parts of the expiring 
year have been dark, or disagreeable, 
or distressing, the main portion of it 
may have been otherwise. A year 
"crowned" with the Divine good­
ness, although some of its days have 
been mournful, and some of its 
nights wearisome, is to be regarded 
as an inestimable blessing whose de­
parture may be wisely lamented; 

The old year should not be per­
mitted to expire without some retro­
spect of its completed course. When, 
in travelling, we have reached our 
journey's end, the mind's eye retraces 
the road by which we arrived at our 
destination, and the memory recalls 
the chief occurrences of the transit. 
The whole of life is likened to a pil­
grimage, and each of its years is a 
separate stage in the extended pro­
gress. When this distance has been 
gone over it should not be forgotten, 
for it cannot but have furnished 
many materials for profitable review. 
Our daily preservations or special 
deliverances ; the customary com­
forts which have been continued to 
us, or the unusual favours conferred 
upon us; the works we have been 
able to perform, or the tasks in 
which we have failed : the gains 
which have rewarded our industry, 
or the losses which have rendered 
our labours " vanity and vexation ; " 
these, and many other things, are 
worthy of remembrance at the ex­
piring of the year. 

After the year has run its course 

we may properly inquire what benefit 
we have derived from its opportu­
nities and means of improvement ? 
All time may be turned to some 
good account, and if its minutest 
portions are well employed, its larger 
divisions will yield substantial profit. 
Men of business are not satisfied 
with the expiring year unless its 
financial gains can be clearly esti­
mated, and unless that estimate rises 
high. Those who are concerned for 
their intellectual advancement would 
bitterly reproach themselves if no 
evidence of a higher culture marked 
the end than those which were dis­
cernible at the beginning of the year. 
And as there is something more 
neeeful to man than increase of 
wealth, and progres_s in learning and 
refinement, we, who profess to be 
alive to this· .necessity, should be 
asking whether the closing year has 
been profitable to us in the best 
sense ? It may be that ,our moral 
and spiritual privileges have been 
abundant. The Bible has been in 
our hands. The closet has invited 
our entrance. The sanctuary has 
afforded its services. Christian in­
tercourse has been frequent. We 
have heard or read much that was 
adapted to instruct or stimulate us. 
We have seen many examples of 
pure morality and sterling piety, 
which were fitted to provoke us to 
emulation. Our own consciences 
have reminded us of duties to be 
discharged, and have accused us if 
those duties have been neglected. 
The good Spirit has exerted his in­
fluences upon us ; or else has awaited 
our invocations that He might illu­
minate our minds, sanctify our 
.hearts, and strengthen us with might 
in our inner man. And now what 
is the practical result ? Does our 
profiting appear to all, or to any ? 
Are we really wiser, holier, better 
qualified for the work of life, and 
more prepared to pass the boundary 
which lies between thls world and 
the next? 



Words for the Watch-nigh!. 367 

After the year has expired it is 
not done with. As part of the term 
of life it is irrevocably past. We 
cannot live it over again. Its mis­
improved privileges and lost oppor­
tunities, how much soever regretted, 
will not be renewed. Some of its 
reiterated lessons may never be re­
peated : and many of the things be­
longing to our peace, through not 
being known when they might have 
been, may be henceforth " hidden 
from our eyes." Still, as a part of 
the time of our probation we have 
not finally done with it. It will re­
turn when the judgment is set, and 
the books are opened, and our eter­
nal destiny is decided. We must 
then. give account to God of the 
benefits it offered to us, and of the 
usage it received from us. We may 
have been so careless as to have kept 
no record of the thoughts, and words, 
and deeds, with which we filled up 
its hours and days and months : but 
the}'i are all written in the register 
which is kept by the Supreme In­
spector. And the things correctly 
written there, as things done in the 
body, will confront us again, either 
as the grounds of gracious rewards, 
or as reasons for unrelievable punish­
ments. 

The expiring of the year may well 
remind us of the multitude of human 
creatures that have passed away 
during its continuance. 

The statistics of death may be 
impossible to be compiled with per­
fect accuracy, yet they have been 
collected with sufficient care to fur­
nish some approximate idea . of the 
numbers that annually die. No 
monarch has such wide dominions, 
and so many subjects, as those that 
succumb to the absolute sway of" the 
King of Terrors." Among the slain 
who are now lying in their graves 
are inclq.ded many of our personal 
friends, and some of our nearest kin­
dred, who were alive and well twelve 
months ago ! · Fathers and mothers, 

husbands and wives, sons and daugh­
ters, brothers and sisters, and rela­
tives a little further removed, who 
were then our daily companions or 
regular correspondents, have gone 
away, and will be seen " no more 
with the inhabitants of this world." 
The churches have lost many of their 
best members, and their well-filled 
seats in the sanctuaries of God are 
either still vacant, or are occupied 
by less familiar forms. Ought we to 
be-can we be-oblivious of these 
absent ones ? Is any mnemonic de­
vice necessary to keep them in re­
membrance ? The simile of " a dead 
man out of mind" is no doubt a cor­
rect figure of speech ; but the fact 
from which it was formed would 
never have existed if the dead man 
had deserved a memorial, or if sur­
vivors had been duly conscious of 
his merits. A brief biography may 
make a few out of those who have 
died better and longer known : but 
affection will cherish the memory of 
many others, and will not suffer 
them to be forgotten. 

'l'he expiring of the year may be 
regarded as an additional memento 
of our own mortality. We are often 
pointed to the season of autumn, or 
of early winter, that we may learn 
our frailty from the desolations which 
are then wrought in the earth. The 
withering grass, and the fading 
flowers, and the deciduous foliage 
bestrewing the ground, forming, as 
they do, a sort of funeral dirge for 
nature, are all admonitory to man­
kind. For our " days are as grass" 
-We flourish as a flower of the 
field-" And we all do fade as a leaf." 
While the verdure and beauty of 
the vegetable creation undergo this 
periodical change and decay, it be­
hoves us to consider that " all flesh" 
is subject to the same mutation and 
pcrishment. But as human exist­
ence is most commonly measured by 
years, the completion of one after 
another of these terms should lead 
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us to reflect that we are coming 
nearer and nearer to the last of them. 
The -rear of our death is certain to 
arrive, and some are already as near 
the termination of life as this old 
year is near to the point of its de­
parture. What is now happening to 
the year, will sooner or later occur 
to every one of us. .As we await 
the impending close of this cycle of 

months, so may our friends wait 
around our beds of languishing, and 
watch for the last moment of our 
present being. It is surely meet for 
every one to i1;1dnlge the salutary 
forethought wh1ch expressed itself 
so long ago in the seasonable words : 
" When a few years are come, then 
I shall go the way whence I shall 
not return." -EDITOR . 

.A BRIEF MEMOIR OF MR. THOM.AS .AND MRS . .ANN 
BENNETT. 

IT has been thought desirable by 
some of their relatives that a brief 
narration should be prepared of the 
earlier history and latter days of 
two aged disciples, who, after 
" having served their generation by 
the will of God, fell on sleep, and 
were gathered to their fathers." 

Though more than eight years 
have passed since one of them ex­
changed the worn-out garments of 
the flesh for the robes of immortality, 
and a considerable time has gone by 
since her husband likewise laid aside 
his earthly dress, no biographical 
sketch has as yet appeared of either 
in our denominational records. It 
is, therefore, the desire of their 
children, in presenting a simple, 
affectionate memorial of their de­
parted parents, to unite in one those 
incidents of note which are asso­
ciated with the lifetime of both. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bennett commenced 
the journey of life within a short 
period of each other-the former 
Dec. 12, 1782; and the latter 
Dec. 25, 1783. Both were the off­
spring of parents whose names are 
fragrant in General Baptist history. 
Mr. B. was the eldest son of Mr. 
John Bennett, of Ho ton Hills, near 
Loughborough, to whose ancestors 
belonged the honourable reputation 
of being defenders of the truth, and 
sufferers for righteousness' sake. 

Mrs. B. was the second daughter of 
Mr. Jos~ph Parkinson, of Sawley, 
Derbyshire, by w~ose efforts, mainly, 
the General Baptist cause was intro­
duced into that village. The reli­
gious history of both commenced in 
connection with the church at Castle 
Donington and Sawley. Mrs. B. was 
baptized at the early age of thirteen ; 
Mr. B. not until after liis marriage. 
The scene of their early .married life 
and the birth-place of nearly all , 
their children, was Isley Walton, a 
small village near Castle Donington, 
where for seventeen years Mr. B. 
occupied a farm. 

In the spring of the year 1824, 
circumstances occurred which led 
them to remove from this neigh­
bourhood to Hoton Hills, after which 
they were honourably dismissed from 
the church at Castle Donington to 
that at Leake and Wymeswold. 
During their residence here their 
worldly affairs were not prosperous ; 
consequently, after a series of disad­
vantageous circumstances over which 
they had no control, they were reluc­
tantly compelled to seek another 
change. Then came the anxious 
question, "Whither shall we go ?" 
Ten children, diminishing resources, 
and a most uncertain future, ren­
dered their position at this time 
peculiarly trying. In this emergency 
they felt the special importance of 
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Reeking divine support and guidance, 
remembering the exhortation and 
the promise-" In all thy ways ac­
knowledgu Him, and He shall direct 
thy paths." The question respect­
ing their future destiny was settled 
by what appeared to them a re­
markaLle interposition of Provi­
dence. Through the medium of a 
kind friend, whose memory is still 
gTatefully cherished, a farm was un­
expectedly obtained for them at Bray­
brook, Northamptonshire, whither in 
March, 1830, they removed. 

And now, having reached an event­
ful period of their lives, their chil­
dren feel that they should hardly be 
doing justice to the memory of their 
departed parents did they omit to 
mention their work of faith and 
labour of love in connection with 
the cause at Market Harborough, 
which was then struggling into 
existence. In the autumn prior to 
their removal, preaching had been 
corµmenced by the Home Missionary 
Society ; . and though the distance 
from their new home to Harborough 
was considerable, and there were 
well-established Particular Baptist 
churches in the neighbourhood in 
which they might have found a 
spiritual home, neither distance nor 
the insignificance of the new interest 
deterred them from aiding in the 
endeavour to disseminate General 
Baptist principles in that locality .. 
In the course of time the efforts of 
the friends at Harborough had been 
so far successful as to lead them to 
contemplate the erection of a chapel. 
In this project Mr. and Mrs. Ben­
nett evinced the liveliest interest. 
All that could be afforded of time, 
labour, and money was cheerfully 
cast into the treasury of the Lord. 
Mr. B. also undertook several jour­
neys for the purpose of soliciting aid 
from various friends in the Con­
nexion-, and was much gratified Ly 
his success. In the year 1831 the 
desire of their hearts was accom­
plished in the completion of a com-

modious house for God ; and shortly 
after its dedication to His worship 
their happiness was greatly increased 
by the addition by baptism of several 
persons, amongst whom were their 
three eldest children. After a time 
Mr. B. was made a deacon, and for 
a lengthened period continued to 
serve the church with undiminished 
zeal. In the year 1841 they re­
moved from Braybrook to Marston 
Trussell, a village adjacent to Har­
borough, which change did not pre­
vent their continued co-operation 
with their former Christian friends. 
Whilst residing here they had the 
satisfaction of seeing the sanctuary, 
which they had taken so much in­
terest in erecting, entirely free from 
debt, and the cause self-sustain­
ing. The time of their residence 
in Northamptonshire, though not 
exempt from trials, may perhaps be 
considered as the most happy and 
interesting portion of their lives. 
Here their children arrived at ma­
turity ; most of them became con­
nected with the church; and all, by 
marriage and other causes, left. the 
parental roof. They were also 
blessed with a considerable degree of 
temporal prosperity. 

-In the year 1855 they exchanged 
the anxieties of business for the 
retirement of a home with their 
third son at Stretton-on-Dunsmore, 
Warwickshire, and thus bade fare­
well to scenes which were to them 
full of loved associations and pleas­
ing reminiscences. In their new 
residence they retained their mem­
bership with the Harborough church, 
but worshipped with the Baptist 
friends at Dunchurch. 

For some years previous to the 
death of Mrs. Bennett, the infirmi­
ties of age had been gradually un­
dermining her bodily and mental 
powers. Her natural temperament 
was somewhat gloomy and self­
distrustful; and though for many 
years she had retained an unim­
paired constitution, and had been 
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enabled to sustain a considerable 
amount of bodily exertion, family 
cares, and her habit of seeking to 
pierce with an anxious eye that veil 
which coYers the long, mysterious 
future, had throughout her life at 
times painfully oppressed her. In 
the midst of her trials and infir­
mities howeYer, she was supported 
b~· a simple trust in her Saviour. 
As her end drew near, she grew 
oblivious of all transitory things, 
and experienced an intense longing 
to depart and be with Christ. On 
the 22nd of April, 1861, the great 
desire of her heart was realized in 
her translation from her earthly 
tabernacle to the " house not made 
with bands." Exactly seven years 
longer her husband continued to 
sojourn in the flesh. The latter 
part of his life, and his principal 
characteristics, formed a striking 
contrast to those of bis wife. Being 
of an easy, sanguine turn of mind, 
be was spared those melancholy 
forebodings which were too often 
her sad experience. Their respective 
trials, moreover, probably reacted 
favourably, supplying in the one 
what was lacking in the other. Of 
him it might be said that his last 
days were his best days. His social 

disposition enabled him to derive 
much pleasure from the society of 
friends and in attending denomina­
tional gatherings.* A remarkably 
cheerful spirit, and undiminished 
vigour of mind and body, combined 
with a freedom from the toils of life 
and domestic trials, shed a genial 
influence over the last stages of his 
pilgrimage. No darkness over­
shadowed the light of eventide, and 
without a cloud declined the last 
rays of the setting sun. On April 
22nd, 1868, the last step of a long 
and somewhat toilsome, yet withal 
safe and pleasant journey, placed 
the feet of the traveller on the 
threshold of home. The travel-worn 
garments of mortality were con­
signed to the grave of his departed 
wife in the burying ground adjoin­
ing the Baptist chapel, Braunstone, 
Northamptonshire. Here, , together 
with the only one of their children 
who had " gone before," rests their 
commingled dust, whilst the spirits 
of all three hold unbroken commu­
nion in the celestial regions. 

• We BCllJ'cely remember any Association 
during the past five and thirty years at which 
the pleasing presence of Mr. Bennett did not 
meet us. But while always seen he was never 
heard, except when personally aJlPealed to. A 
pattern representative to many,-ED. 

SKETCHES OF OTHER LANDS-ROME. 

BY REV. J. H. ATKINSON. 

THERE is so much to say about 
Rome, that the difficulty is to select 
and classify. It has been well said 
that " there are four cities in Rome. 
There is the Rome of to-day, Rome 
Imperial in its grey ruins, Rome 
Artistic in its galleries, and Rome 
Ecclesiastical stifling all." Of modern 
Rome I shall write but a few words. 
The streets are exceedingly narrow 
and dirty ; in the centre is an open 
gutter, where refuse of all sorts 
floats when there is water enough, 
and lies stranded when there is not. 

The houses have stone fronts, and 
are very high : each floor belongs to 
a separate establishment, lowering 
in rank as they ascend-the aris­
tocrat at the base, the cobbler or 
poor artist at the top ; the common 
stairs being as filthy as they well 
can be. The shops are of all kinds : 
prominent are the tobacconists­
snuff being a commodity largely 
dealt in by the Pope and his fra­
ternity; depots for religious articles 
of various sorts, as rosaries, flowers 
for altars, crucifixes blessed by his 
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holiness, wax candles of all sizes, 
pictures of saints, and photographs 
of Pio Nono ; but. chief amongst all 
are offices for the sale of lottery 
tickets, where all day long you may 
see a little crowd studying the num­
bers for sale, or buying tickets with 
the official stamp of the "Vicar of 
Christ" upon them. I shall not 
describe to my readers the complica­
tions of single, double, and treble 
numbers which may be bought ; 
merely saying, the higher and more 
perilous the stake, the richer the 
prize if obtained. This vile institu­
tion is a government speculation, 
presided over by a cardinal, and I 
am told that the weekly gain to the 
government is 30,000 scudi, or 
£6,250. The tendency of this is 
demoralizing to .an extent which 
cannot be imagined by those who 
have not seen it on the spot. The 
very children are gamblers ; the 
people, from the priest down to the 
beggar, are lottery mad, with all the 
immorality and degTadation which 
that implies.. The · conduct of the 
Papal government in this matter is 
simply infamous ; and what makes 
the matter even worse is this, the 
greater the public distress and 
poverty, the greater is the yield of 
the lottery to the exchequer. Want 
makes the people desperate ; they 
will venture their last coin. So the 
government of the Vicar of Christ 
actually fattens on the wretchedness 
of his subjects. 

But let us turn from modern to 
ancient Rome, and glance at its noble 
ruins. Most of the Roman. ruins . 
belong to the times· of its empire. 
The only traces of the oldest kingly 
days are the arch of the great sewer, 
the Cloaca Maxima, and an earthern 
rampart ; and of the republican 
period as little remains. First let us 
go to the Forum. It is now partly 
spanned by arches over which passes 
the road. Halting, we may lean on 
the railings, and gaze upon that 

mass of excavations and ruins. 
There, in the foreground, are the 
three well-known groups of pillars, 
the weather-beaten arch of Septimu8 
Severns, the irregular columns of 
the temple of Saturn. We cannot 
gaze upon these old sites and ruined 
columns without having the mind 
sent back to those times when other 
sights were to be seen. Here war; 
the great heart that for many a 
century moved the world. 

At the upper end of the Forum is 
the Capitoline Hill ; at its base the 
site of the Temple of Concord, the 
meeting-place of the Senate ; its 
coloured marble pavement is all that 
remains. On our left, beyond two 
small churches, we see great walls of 
brick rising high in air, with arch­
ing roof hanging in tottering 
masses, while lying near their base 
are broken columns and crumbling 
mosaics-the remnants of the vast 
Basilica of Constantine. On our 
right is a low mound with under­
wood on its sides : this is the Pala­
tine, the first peopled and the most 
illustrious of the seven hills of Rome. 
It was here, between two and three 
thousand years ago, that the first 
colonists built their rude fortress 
and palisade, which has since given 
its name to the stateliest buildings 
in the world-the spot which after­
wards became the habitation of the 
nllsars. A little below the Palatine 
stands a marble arch. On the one 
side is Titus in his triumphal car, 
followed by his rejoicing people ; 
on the other a gTOup of captives, 
bearing the spoils of conquest. 
Some are carrying the tables of shew 
bread that stood before the veil ; 
some are raising high their long 
silver trumpets, from which the pro­
clamation of the jubilee was wont to 
sound ; others are bearing the seven­
branched golden candlestick that 
once stood in the temple court. This 
is the Arch of Titus, built, to com­
memorate the foll of Jerusalem; and 
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here sacred and profane history meet. 
The ,engeance of God upon the city 
which crucified the Lord of Life is 
here graven before our eyes by those 
who saw it. The waves of wild un­
belief rise and beat in vain against 
a solid rock like this. Passing 
through this arch, we need not ask, 
" ·what is that gigantic pile before 
us ?" It is the Coliseurn. There is 
no building in Rome whose vast 
magnitude the eye seems to take in 
at once as this. Its walls are crum­
bling aw::iy every year. :Most of its 
outer casing has been taken to build 
churches and palaces. At one point 
it remains untouched, rising to its 
full height-arch above arch is piled 
-five lofty portals dazzling the eye. 
Within, the sight is even more im­
pressive. Standing on the centre 
greensward, we may look up to 
where the circling wall is highest, 
and see how, tier above tier, the 
broad platforms rise on which the 
seats were placed, where, in bygone 
days, the emperor with the nobles of 
the land, th~ sturdy warrior, the 
stately patrician, and the lowly ple­
beian, sat at ease, or rose in fierce 
excitement to their fejlt, when some 
poor wretch sank overcome in a des­
perate encounter here below. Pic­
turing to ourselves the scenes of the 
persecutions during which many a 
noble martyr died, witnessing a good 
confession before eighty thousand 
cruel eyes, we could not but have 
the soul moved to its very depths, 
and exclaim, " God be thanked, the 
Coliseum is a ruin!" 

Seeing that we were in Rome in 
" Holy Week," the season of the 
year when the most imposing cere­
monies of the Papal church are wit­
nessed, it seems meet that we should 
make special note of the churches and 
ceremonials of Rome. The churches 
equal in number the days of the 
year; bells are continually ringing; 
the commemoration of saints and 
martyrs is endless. Before I briefly 

sketch the events of two days­
Holy Thursday and Good Friday­
there is one place, visited in the 
earlier part of the week, that I must 
not omit to mention. We had 
passed through the Coliseum, gazed 
upon the ruins of the Baths of 
Caracalla, when, turning a little 
from the highway, we came to the 
Cataeombs of St. Sebastian, the rest­
ing place of the Christian dead, the 
God's-acre of that early church. 
Accompanied by a guide, and each 
ca1Tying a lighted candle, we descend 
a long flight of steps into the dark­
uess below, and find ourselves in a 
co1Tidor eight feet high, and three 
or four feet broad, along which we 
march in single file, not without 
being often summoned to halt by 
the last poor unfortunate bringing 
up the rear, who is in constant fear 
of being left behind in ·the mazy 
labyrinth. These passages are several 
miles in length, and so intricate and 
winding that we can easily under­
stand the safe retreat they would 
afford to the poor heart escaping 
from the cruel hands of its perse­
cutor. On either side the wall is 
hollowed out into narrow recesses, 
very much the size and shape of 
berths in a steamer ; the stones that 
once sealed the fronts are all gone, 
and the bodies that once lay there 
are all crumbled into dust. Here, 
in these narrow shelves, repose the 
ashes of the Roman Christians of 
the earliest times ; here rests many 
a martyr's body from its torment ; 
here the early bishops of the early 
church were laid with simple rites ; 
and here, surrounded by the little 
that could die of those who had gone 
to bear the palm of victory and to 
sing the song of triumph before the 
throne, the hunted, persecuted church 
g-athercd to sing and to pray, to ask 
for strength that they too might be 
ready and willing to die for the 
Master when their time should come. 
Many of the slabs that once closed 
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these graves are to be found in the 
Vatican, and nothing afforded me 
greater pleasure in Rome than· to 
walk down that long corridor, and 
read the simple records upon them. 
Generally it was merely the name 
accompanied by some word of hope 
-" In pace," In peace, or the more 
triumphant" In God." The church 
of Rome to-day is the very opposite 
of the church of Rome in the 
Catacombs. 

But to return to the days above 
named. We were awakened at sun­
rise on the Thursday by the boom­
ing of _cannon and the clashing of 
bells. This day appears to be the 
holiµay of Rome. High mass is 
performed in the Sistine chapel ; 
the Pope deposits the sacrament in 
the sepulchre in the Pauline chapel ; 
after which, from- the balcony of St. 
Peter's, he blesses the world. This 
latter .ceremony is at noon. Early 
in the morning we wend our way 
with the multitude who go to receive 
this blessing. We go through nar­
row crowded streets without side 
pavement or any protection for the 
foot passenger, having every other 
minute to stand upright in some 
doorway to avoid being run over. 
Then across the Tiber ; not the nar­
row muddy ditch some have called 
it. Yellow indeed it is; but for size 
and stateliness hardly to be surpassed 
by any English river. Past the 
fort of St. Angelo, once the marble 
covered circular tomb of the Em­
peror Hadrian, through another 
narrow street, and then we enter the 
immense piazza of St. Peter's. In 
the centre an Egyptian obelisk, and 
on either side of it a graceful foun­
tain. Round the piazza stretch two 
long colonnades crowded with as long 
rows of colossal statues, " like war­
ders on their rocks guarding the ac­
cess to the temple." At the end of 
the piazza rise the long shallow ttights 
of steps with statues of Peter and 
Paul at their base, which lead up to 
the church itself. We enter to gaze 

for a few minutes at that wondrous 
world therein. How stupendous 
everything appears ! Men are but 
mites in comparison with the mag­
nitude around. Thousands of people, 
probably, were within the church, 
yet it looked almost empty. The 
great object of attraction was the 
well-known bronze statue of St. 
Peter, raised against a pier of the 
nave, a grim rough figure seated in 
a chair with extended foot. It is 
said to be an old statue of Jupiter 
taken from a heathen temple, into 
whose hand has been placed the key 
which has changed him into Peter. 
Before this, however, the people 
crowd and kneel, and kiss the toe, 
which is polished and almost worn 
away by the devout lips and subse­
quent wiping of the faithful. In 
other parts of the church there are 
confessionals for men of all nations, 
where each in his own tongue may 
find absolution. Returning to the 
piazza we sought shelter and protec­
tion at the feet of Paul. On the 
right of the church stands the Vati­
can, the palace of the Popes. There 
is no architectural beauty about it. 
On the contrary, it is a vast irregu­
lar mass of buildings erected in dif­
ferent periods, and fashioned in vari­
ous styles. The largest portion of 
the edifice is erected on the spot 
consecrated by many a martyrdom. 
Nero's gardens were there. Some 
notion of the size of the Vatican 
may be gathered when I mention 
that it is 1,151 feet long by 767 feet 
wide ; it has eight grand staircases, 
two hundred private ones, twenty 
courts, and 4,329 rooms. Peter left 
all to follow Christ, and our Lord 
had not where to lay his head. But 
the " Vicar of Christ," the successor 
of Peter, is somewhat better off. 
Things have changed since Peter's 
day. Still, that the mitred head 
sometimes lies uneasily may be 
judged from the fact, that this place 
was chosen as a residence in order to 
enjoy the protection of the Castle of 



Slcewhes of othei· Lands-Rome. 

St. Angelo ; so what the true cross, 
Veronica's handkerchief, and the 
Roman spear, cannot accomplish, 
can be admirably supplemented by 
the cannon on the ramparts. 

The sounding of bnglefl and the 
beating of drums, called our atten­
tion to the scene around us. Regi­
ment after regiment pour into the 
piazza, till all the soldiers, one would 
think, in the Papal States, are there ; 
these occupy the centre, behind them 
are crowds of people, and at the 
back of all lines of carriages. All 
eyes are turned toward the church. 
On to the balcony the Pope is borne, 
under a canopy, surrounded by car­
dinals, from which he reads the 
benediction. As he lifts his hands 
the people prostrate themselves be­
fore him ; and at the close the bell 
of St. Peter's, the music of the regi­
ments, and the firing from the Castle 
of St. Angelo, simultaneously an­
nounce that the Holy Father, the 
head of the church, has given his 
blessing to the world. The Pope is 
to imitate the humility and the con­
descension of our Lord ; he is to 
show himself the servant of men ; 
so he returns to the church, girds 
himself with an apron, and washes 
the feet of thirteen poor pilgrims 
from various countries. They are 
said to be representatives of the 
apostles as nearly as possible in 
everything. This may be true ; for 
a friend of mine, fortunate enough 
to get near to the one representing 
.Judas, said, " a more covetous ras­
cally sort of fellow she never saw !" 
This over, the apostles are conducted 
into one of the halls of the Vatican, 
where a table is prepared, at which 
the Pope serves the guests, and poms 
water on their hands. 

Good Friday is intended to be the 
saddest day of the year. Not a bell 
rings in any church tower : the 
flowers are removed from every altar; 
lights are extinguished in the shrines, 
and incense is unlit in the censers. 
The Pope and his cardinals appear 

in sombre habiliments of momning. 
Still in the city the shops are open, 
and men at work. In the afternoon 
that musical 'performance commences 
in the Sistine chapel in which that 
grand pathetic " Miserere," by Gre­
gorio Allegri is sung, a performance 
which, if once heard, can never be 
forgotten. 

I should not omit to mention one 
place I visited on this day-the 
"holy stairs"-eight marble stairs 
brought from the house of Pilate 
and upon which our Lord walked'. 
There are twenty-eight in this stair~ 
case, and these are ascended on the 
knees. I counted one hundred and 
three persons thus ascending them 
at one time. At the top of the stairs 
are some iron gratings, said to be 
those of Christ's prison. In a little 
side chapel there is a door-an old 
Roman door, true-said to be the 
door of Christ's prison. Of course 
one is not obliged to believe it all. 

I had intended saying something 
about the state of religion in Rome, 
and the character of her clergy­
but my paper already exceed~ its 
lawful length-and yet something 
should be said. Archbishop Man­
ning lately held up Rome as a model 
city of purity and holiness, and many 
of our countrymen and country­
women are taking in with all sim­
plicity these false a~d honeyed words. 
But I do not hesitate to say that 
Rome is the cesspool of all iniquity, 
a disgrace to Christendom, a blot 
upon humanity. All that Luther 
said about Rome is true to-day, only 
a great deal worse. And to quote 
the words of one of England's 
greatest sons, I say, " Nothing will 
ever reform Rome short of the en­
tire extinction of the temporal power 
of the priesthood. Better any secu­
lar misgovernment than the present 
hideous blasphemy against God and 
man : better any measme of earthly 
injustice than this assertion of celes­
tial right, and perpetration of in­
fernal wrong." 
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INCIDENTS IN A SEA-SIDE PASTORATE. 

'l.'HE interesting meetings of the Bap­
tist Union at LeiceRter being over, it 
was my privilege and pleasure to spend 
a Sabbath in ministering to my old and 
faithful friends at Wood Gate chapel, 
Loughborough. It was most pleasant 
to me thus to revive and strengthen a 
friendship extending over twenty years 
or more, but my joy was shaded as I 
noticed how many familiar faces were 
gone. With the permission of brother 
Gale, I announced my intention to give 
an account, at the prayer meeting on 
Monday evening, of my winter labours 
among the fishermen at this port, and 
was extremely gratified at the large 
attendance and eustained attention of 
those who listened to the story of 
Christian work 1- had to tell. While, 
however, I was detailing facts which 
appealed to the sympathies, and, I 
trust, stimulated the devotion and zeal 
of my audience, I little thought that 
on my return home I should so soon 
have to witness scenes unsurpassed in 
my observation since I came to reside 
here. 

It may be known to some of your 
readers that the equinoctial gales along 
this coast were unusually severe; but 
we hoped, that as theRe had passed over 
without any greater loss than the inter- · 
ruption of trade, the latter part of the 
herring season would be a productive 
one. I reached Scarborough on Friday 
evening, Oct. 15, and the same night a 
violent storm suddenly arose, but 
lulled-somewhat the next day, only to 
burst out on the Sabbath with in­
creased intensity. During morning 
service the furious gusts of wind 
howled around my church like some 
infuriated beast, but toward evening 
they had greatly subsided. The same 
morning one of my congregation, who 
is master of a boat, was coming borne, 
but could not enter the harbour, and 
had to run for Burlington Bay, which 
he did not reach, however, before his 
decks were swept by the waves, and 
two of his crew narrowly escaped being 
drowned. About four days before this 
occurred, two yawls left the port for 
the fishing ground, where they were 
seen the day after, but have never 
returned. They carried a crew of ten 
hands each; but in one, the son of the 

owner-a widow-went a pleasure 
voyage with his brother-in-law-the 
captain; so here was a double sorrow 
to her who, seven years since, lo9t her 
husband, and had struggled hard to 
rear her family from the profita of the 
boat he left her. As soon as hope of 
the return of the missing ones was 
gone, I started out with a sad heart 
to visit the desolate homes. The first 
I came to was that of a man who 
had often attended my preaching at 
the pilot house, where, during the win­
ter months, I have a weekly service. 
He was well known to me, and he 
leaves a widow, and a baby a few 
days old. He left home the morning 
after its birth, and the widow had 
hardly the requisites of life when I 
called upon her. I need not dwell on 
the cases of the rest, but ere I had half 
finished my visits I v, as compelled to 
return home sick at heart at the har­
rowing scenes I witnessed. Here I 
found a mother and her daugbter-in­
law plunged in distress, and several 
children left fatherless. There I saw 
another with two little ones, her 
maternal sorrows soon to be aug­
mented, but no father to win bread 
for them. In another house a widow 
with three children; and in anothsr 
one. I asked for the photographs of 
the husbands to see if I could recog­
nise them, and was glad to know that 
in most cases the drowned men had 
attended the service already men­
tioned. Oh, that I may learn hereafter 
that these sowings in faith are not 
in vain 1 

But my story is not yet done. On 
Monday morning, Oct. 18, a yawl 
arrived laden with fish caught for the 
most part on the Sabbath-day; and 
the same evening at least forty boats, 
manned by four hundred men and boys, 
left the harbour at flood tide, the sea 
being now as calm as a lake. Thirty 
boats went out of Filey bay similarly 
manned. While at the house of a 
master fisherman that same evening, 
he told me his fears that a change of 
weather was pending. His apprehen­
sions were realized ; for about nine 
o'clock the wiud arose, and uow com­
menced a gale, unprecedented for 
length, if not for fury, in the memory 
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of living man, and unequalled in dis­
nster aud loss in the history of Scar­
borough. It was ten years that very 
night that the storm rose that wrecked 
the Royal Cha1·ter on the Welsh coast; 
but about thirty hours saw that gale 
subside. This, however, raged from 
Monrlay to Thursday night with un­
paralleled fury. On the Tuesday a 
brigantine was seen beating about the 
bay, and trying to round the Castle 
rock. Just as she was about to cross 
the bar, the wind failed her, and she 
drove on to the rocks about two hun­
dred yards beyond the Spa. It was 
getting dark when she struck, and as 
soon as I knew I hastened to the cliffs. 
There in the darkness I saw the black 
bull lying-, while the cries of the men 
in the rigging were heart-rending. By 
the aid of the rocket apparatus lines 
were thrown over the ship, anrl the 
crew, five in number, were brought safe 
to shore, when every comfort was pro­
vided for them, and I was glad to aid. 
For two days they had been at sea 
battling with the storm; for twenty 
hours they had not tasted food, and 
never left the pumps a moment during 
that time, or the ship would have 
foundered. It was indeed a sight ne\"er 
to be forgotten. Blazing tar barrels cast 
a bright and flickering light on the 
wreck and the poor fellows clinging to 
the shrouds. The sea raged and foamed 
as though incensed at the efforts made 
to rob it of its prey. Gallant hearts, 
however, were Lot to be daunted, and 
God's blessing crowned their efforts. 

As nearly all my congregation who 
are fishermen were out at sea, I was 
restless and anxious as to their fate. 
Every day I went down to the pier to 
ascertain if possible, any tidings of the 
large fleet of boats that was at sea. 
It was an awfnl sight. The billows 
roHP,d and dashed. The sky was dark 
with sleet and snow. Some distance 
from the shore the waves were fright­
ful to behold, and the wind sent the 
spray into the very centre of tlie town. 
Men whose nerves are like iron, grrw 
anxious as they looked out on the 
thundering sea. Their little all was 
at its mercy. Dear ones out yonder 
were risking their lives to win the 
weltering spoil. I learned, however, 
that the danger is less when men are 
riding at their nets than when driving 
before the sLorm. The inhabitants of 

the town shared the general aolioitude, 
and I went from house to house to 
cheer the wives of my friends by tell­
ing them to trust in God. The gale 
still raged hy day and night, shakinO' 
the houses with its roar, till on Thurs~ 
day night the wind abated; aud now, 
" Who will come home safely ?" was 
the inquiry in hundreds of homes. I 
ro~t1 with the break o_f day, and having 
fimshed my preparation for the pulpit 
early, hastened down to the beach. 
Hundreds were there-owners·ofboats, 
and the wives and mothers of those 
who sailed in them. Glasses peered 
into the distance to rea,l the number 
of the vessels now coming back. 
"What's her number?" says one pale­
facP.d woman. "Do yon see No. 5 ?" 
"That second one is mine," says a man 
at my elbow, who has lost £5,000 by 
this gale. "That's a Filey boat," 
cried ·auother; and I ran down to it 
and greeted a member of my church 
who was in her; and another face and 
a more loving smile had greeted him 
before mine. "Glad to see you home, 
James,'" I shouted from the pier; for I 
thought of a wife and three wee bairns 
that were awaiting his return-in a 
cottage close by. Now another and 
another yawl appears, and glasses 
stretch forth again to read the white 
figures that glisten ou the boat sides. 
"Do you see No. 72 ?" said a female 
member of my church, who stood near 
me with a baby in her arms. "No: 
it's 76 ;" anti away I ran to tell the 
good news to a weeping wife and chil­
dren. In this boat sailed three brave 
men-brothers-all · members of my 
congregation. Two of them had each 
a son on board; one of the little lads 
was in my Sunday school, and the day 
the gale was at its height he was 
heard singing the hymn, , "There is 
sweet rest in heaven." As she rounded 
the pier, an old man, the father of the 
three brothers, took the glass and 
counted all the eleven safe on board, 
and satisfaction beamed in his bronzed 
face. As she lowered her mainsail and 
came into the harbour, I cried out (I 
could not help it) to the captain at the 
wheel, "Glad you're safe, Robert!" 
"Thank 'ee, sir," he said; and I got 
on board a smack and shook hands 
with him as soon as possible. As I 
turned away he cried out, "I shall 
come to the tea meeting to-night, sir;" 
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"and eo shall I," eohoed the father, 
though nearly all thoy possessed but 
their lives bad been swallowed up in the 
yawning waves. So I waited for two 
hours to witness the return of the 
brave little vessels that had outlived 
the terrible blast. "I have eleven 
relations in the storm," said an aged 
woman. "Have you seen my hus­
band?" cried another, as a boat neared 
the pier. Thus, unutterable anxiety was 
depicted on pale and troubled faces: 
wives, mothers, fathers, sisters, all 
shared it. We had our anniversary 
tea meeting that night, and my heart 
thanked God for the safety of my 
friends, who came with their happy­
looking wives to the festival. One 
member of my church, however, was 
not ther.e: In my dreams that night I 
was searching for him along the shore, 
and when I, went to his house next 
morning I found his boat was the last 
to reach home. 

But one other bark, is not. She had 
broken from her nets during the storm, 
and foundered between Filey and 

Flamborough Head. Ten more souls 
have found a watery grave. 

I must stop my pen, though my tale 
of sorrow is not told. May I never 

· have another such to tell I Thie storm 
has drowned thirty-one men and boys, 
made fourteen widows and twenty-five 
fatherless children, and in four or five 
cases there are others to be born who 
will be sad memorials of this fearful 
visitation: At Filey and Scarborough 
alone £25,000 of damage is done­
every boat without exception having 
lost its nets and gear. An appeal is 
being made first to the inhabitants of 
the town, then to• the country; for·our 
trade is ruined, and our prospects for 
the winter are frightful. Will not some 
of the readers of the Magazine-will 
not some of the wives and mothers who 
peruse this tale, send a little help to 
me that I may contribute to the com­
fort of the forlorn and the desolate? I 
will distribute their bounty wisely, and 
pray God to bless the giver. 

Scarborough. J. LEWITT. 

Jittraturt. 

OUR reviewing must be done very 
briefly this month. We begin with a 
small paper covered volume at the 
price of two shillings, called "A Group 
of Sermons," by Thomas T. Lynch, of 
London. They form part of a series 
which has lately been reported by the 
wish and at the expense of members of 
hie congregation. Mr. Lynch's preach­
ing is not unfrequently a good deal like 
painting; and his pictorial paragraphs 
remind us of the curious grottos which 
are said to belong to muny Roman 
houses, from which we have derived 
one of our descriptive epithets, the 
word grotesque. His inventive mind 
also prompts him to put forth many 
parables, and some of these continued 
metaphors are so simple as to provoke 
a smile. Yet, after having been struck 
with their simplicity, and made half­
inclined to impute what is puerile to 
the parabolist, we are raised to a pitch 
of admiration by a succession of manly 
thoughts clothed in majestic diction. 

These sermons may not suit the com­
mon people from their seeming strange­
ness or oddness; but those who under­
stand and enjoy his peculiar manner of 
preaching will hail them as a real ac­
cession to their literary stores. 

As adapted to general usefulness a 
high place must he assigned to a neat 
shilling work, which has been exten­
sively sold already, entitled," Jesus all 
and in all," by C. R. Howell, with a 
Preface by tbe Rev. Samuel Martin, of 
Westminster. This work gives pithy 
and proper answers to such momentous 
questions as, What is the Salvation of 
Jesus? Must I be saved by Jesus? 
Can I be saved by Jesus? It adduces 
encouraging examples of salvation by 
Jesus. It unfolds the blessings of 
salvation by Jesus. And closes with 
some last words concerning the sal va­
tion of Jesus to the saved and the un­
saved. 

The Disciples of our Lord during the 
Personal Ministry, by Dr. Lee, of Rox-
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burgh, is an elaborate lecture delivered 
to the Student's Theological Society 
of the United Presbyterian Church in 
Queen Street Hall, Edinburgh. The 
Lecturer starts with a congratulation 
that his subject is altogether removed 
beyond the sphere of questions which 
cause disunion among the various sec­
tions of Christ's church, yet in treating 
of the first division of it-the numbei· 
of the disciples-he obtrudes, most 
unnecessarily, much controversial mat­
ter in connection with the declaration 
of discipleship. He asserts that no 
form of baptism was invariably con• 
nected with discipleship- that our 
Lord Himself went down into the Jor­
dan not for the purpose of introducing 
a new institution, but rather that He 
might comply with an existing Leviti­
cal one. " Thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness," meant "all the 
righteousness of the Mosaic law" I 
This piece of antiquarianism, which 
looks back to what was about to be 
abolished, instead of looking forth to 
what was coming in its place, does not 
bespeak a very advanced preacher to 
students for the ministry. It is hoped 
their regular professors will give them 
a truer exposition of the righteousness 
which Christ came to fulfil. Further 
on the lecturer endeavours to refute 
"an extraordinary argument against 
the practise of infant baptism" which 
he found in a recent number of the 
Bibliotheca Sacra, by Professor Arnold, 
of Madison University, and denies that 
there is any" evidence that the apostles 
had been accustomed to administer bap­
tism at all." Why was it, then, that 
on recording for the third time that 
Jesus baptized, the Evangelist, John 
iv. 2, should think it necessary to ex­
plain that Jesus himself baptized not, 
BUT HIS DISCIPLES ? 

Bible Celebrities, Part 2, Noah, by J. 
Room, B.A., Vicar of Eastwood, is in­
tended to bold up "the Saviour of his 
house" as an example of faith and a 
preacher of righteousness. The author 
may not have received, for he has not 
regarded, the facetious counsel, "Gaze 
at Noah and be brief." Hi8 production 
however, if rather long, is not tedious. 
It gives a clear and broad view of the 
man, and of his times, and of the 
memorable events with which his his­
tory is linked. 

In a threepenny tract of thirty pages 
the momentous question, " Who Bhall 
Live ,!-i'orever ~" is answered by William 
Morris. And the same author in a 
publicatio!l of similar size, expounds 
the doctrme of " The Re,9Urrection," 
The theology of these tracts is the new­
fangled thing which modern preachers 
and writers are trying to make fashion­
able. According to this the notion of 
man's native immortality is false-a 
sort of modified Platonism-a specula­
tion of Grecian sophists. Or, as Mr. 
Morris is pleased to inform ns, "Christ 
did not come to redeem and save a class 
of immortal beings who had sinned. 
That would have been. a great and 
marvellous work." And to illustrate 
its magnitude and marvellousness he 
compares it to the process by which a 
dull and discoloured diamond is im­
proved into a "brilliant." But in 
applying the illustration, he says: 
"We were no diamond at all, but were 
merely the worthless lump of clay: and 
the Lord Jesus has undertaken to trans­
mute us into "brilliants most precious, 
for the adornment of the throne of God, 
and to constitute the regalia of His 
Messianic kingdom, when He shall ap­
pear in His glory." From such clay­
brained preceptors as these we could 
wish all churches to:be preserved. 

An excellent monthly publication 
has now reached its seventh number, 
called Biblical NoteB and Queries.* It 
seems well ~onducted, contains some 
solid Scriptural papers, aims to be cor­
rectly critical on texts which are 
defectively rendered or commonly mis­
applied, and gives notices of books 
bearing on revealed theology and the 
Christian ordinances. It is Piedo­
baptist in its leanings, yet on all 
general grounds we are glad to com­
mend it. The same publishers also 
issue some small works intended to aid 
the student in his acquaintance with 
the original text of the Old Testament, 

Mr. Elliot Stock is issuing the Bap­
tist HiBtory, by Dr. Cramp, iu twelve 
monthly parts at threepence each. We 
spoke strongly in favour of this history 
in its complete form when it first 
reached us, and we beg to renew our 
recommendation of it as it now re­
appears. It is to be illustrated by 
more than fifty first-class engravings. 

• George Adam Young & Co., Edinburgh. 
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HYMNUS ANGELICUS. 

NoT to chant creation's story, 
Not when o'er ten thousand thrones 

Jesus shed His ancient glory, 
Rose those highest angel tones­

Gloria in supremis Deo, 
Et in terra pax. 

When He stooped from all His splendonr 
To a woman's breast to cling, 

Then from:voices high and tender 
Rang the mighty angel hymn-

Gloria in supremis Deo, 
Et in terra pax. 

Bird and breeze, wild wave and thunder, 
Star and flower, with tree and stream, 

Never raised the joy and wonder 
Ringing in that angel theme-

. Gloria in supremis Deo, 
Et in terra pax. 

Then for every age and nation 
Trampled by the dragon sin, 

Those child-hands-brought down salvation 
Sounding in the angel hymn-

Gloria in supremis Deo, 
Et in terra pax. 

Ohapel House, Castle Donington. 

DANCING. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-! have read the question 
in your last number on this subject 
with profound astonishment. It is 
matter of regret that there should be 
any ground for such an inquiry, and 
that any member of any General Bap­
tist church should deem it necessary to 
ask "whether it is right for members 
of our churches to dance at athletic 
sports, public houses, and other places 
of amusement amongst worldly per-

Raised He man, through depths of sadness, 
Gulfs that sink to penal fire, 

Up to heights of morning gladness, 
Then out-poured the angel choir­

Gloria in supremis Deo, 
Et in terra pax. 

Him they saw, their great defender, 
Stoop to share with sinfol man 

All His riches, power, and splendour, 
Then His shining angels sang­

Gloria in supremis Deo, 
Et in terra pax. 

Shont it through the wide creation, 
Hope and love sing loud and long, 

Till each man, and tribe, and nation 
Comprehend the angel song­

Gloria in supremis Deo, 
Et in terra pax. 

He will bless earth's thousand races, 
Quiet all creation's groans, 

Fill all dark and cruel places 
With those joyous angel tones­

Gloria in supremis Deo, 
Et in terra pax. 

E. H.J. 

sons." Sir, I should regard any formal 
and extended answer to this question 
as a reflection on the morality of the 
whole denomination. 

Why did not the querist ask whether 
it is right for the pastors of our churches 
to dance at athletic sports, public 
houses, and places of amusement 
amongst worldly persons? W by not? 
Is there one law of morals or one 
standard of holiness for pastors, and 
another for members? Certainly not. 
If it is right for members to go to such 
places, and for such a purpose, it is 
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right for their pastors to go too, and by 
all means let them take the pastors 
with them. 

If any of the members of onr churches 
have the right to dance at athletic 
sports, &c., all have it. Let this be 
established, and the same evidence 
will serve very well to show that we 
have gone on and on progre'ssing, till, 
like men lost in a wood, we have all 
got back to the very place from which 
we started-the world, and to one of 
the most immoral places in it-a public 
house; and that the time has come 
when, as honest men, we ought to 
drop the name and doff the garb which 
do not belong to us. 

RICHARD HARDY. 
Queensbury, Nov. 5, 1869. 

• •• As all the answers received agree 
with the above, our other respondents 
must excuse our not publishing their 
letters. We inserted the query because it 
was accompanied with the name of the 
sender, and because we had sufficient evi­
dence that the subject needed to be con­
sidered. Our own opinion is, that " ath­
letic sports" should be distinguished from 
athletic exercises. The latter are useful 
in streogthening the body, the former may 
be baneful as diversions for the mind. So 
far as we are acquaioted with their nature 
and purposes, we are inclined to regard 
them as the most ridiculous antics of the 
silliest zanies: sheer fooleries to which 
none but "lewd fellows of the baser sort" 
would think of stooping. "Public houses'' 
are necessary places for the temporary 
accommodation of travellers, and for the 
traosaction of some kinds of business; 
Lut as places of resort, either for driok or 
company, all Christians are bouod to shun 
them. !'own and city fairs and village 
wakes are notably dangerous to the morals 
of the people; and so far as they a1·e kept 
up for purposes of carnal pleasure, they 
cao receive no countenance from spiritual 
persons. Good ministers have always 
dreaded the damage they may do to the 
young and the unwary; and churches 
have often s11ffered from tbe relapses of 
their mem hers in these penlous times. 
But for aoy professing Christian to go to 
these places uf amusement in quest of per. 
wnal gratification, and to participate in 
their proceediug8, is an act of conformity 
to tl.iis world so tlugrant as to merit remon­
btrance and censure. '' Dancing'' at such 
times, and in such circumstances, iR utterly 
indefen,;ible. As a part of paganism the 
old heathen might uphold it. As au ex­
pression of un U8ual transport in counec-

tion with an extraordinary religious ooour. 
renoe, David might be justified iu attempt 
ing it. But these ere not precedents t,; 
be pleaded in exouse of caperings at fenbts 
and holidays which begin in some evil 
and are likely to end in more. It is quit~ 
true thnt amusement is one of the needs 
of mankind, and recreations bnve been 
fitly called " the breathing of tbe sou] 
which would otherwise be stifled with con. 
timrnl business." Yet even in this "tbe 
children of God are manifest, and the 
children of the devil.'' Let not the former 
for the sake of a little enjoyment, overleap 
the line of dt1maroation which the grace ot 
their Father bas drawn; and let them not 
dishonour Him and disgrace themselves 
by indulgence in any pastimes which 
belong entirely to those who are under 
"the power of Satan." 

THE CENTENARY BAZAAR. 

To THE EDITOR-

Dear Sir,-! am not sure that all the 
readers of the Magazine read the ad­
vertisements. I purpose, if. allowed 
to do so, to say something in these 
pages next month on behalf of the 
Centenary Fund ; but I wish now, 
with your kind permission, to call 
attention, in the columns of correspond­
ence, to the appeal on behalf of the 
Centenary Bazaar, to be held at 
Leicester in the June of next year. 

The Committee of ladies at Leicester, 
moving with( all promptness in this 
matter, have asked in their advertise• 
ment that a "number of churches" 
furnish a stall each, and that others 
combine to furnish one. It has been 
suggested to me that the Temperance 
Hall at Leicester will afford room for 
eight good stalls; and that if J'.,eicester, 
Nottingham, Derby, supply articles for 
three of them, as I sincerely hope they 
will, five will remain to be supplied by 
the different districts of the denomina­
tion-say one for the London district; 
one for Lincolnshire; one for York· 
shire ; one for Cheshire, Staffordshire, 
and Lancashire; an<l one for Warwick­
shire and the country districts of the 
Midland Counties. It has also been 
suggested to me, that to secure variety 
in the contributions of articles and ,i 

ready sale thereof, each district, in 
addition to its gifts of the customary 
bazaar-adorning character, should give 
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prominence to its own special and 
peculiar produce and manufacture; 
that, for instance, Barton, Tarporley, 
Fleet, and other churches might send 
cheese, bacon, hams, eggs, flour; that 
the northern districts might furnish 
cotton and woollon goods; Leicester, 
boots, shoes, stockings; Nottingham, 
lace ; Sheffield, cutlery; Staffordshire, 
earthenware; Warwickshire, silks and 
hardware; and so on. I do not know 
how far one suggestion may be found 
to be in harmony with the other, or 
whether in all cases it may be prac­
ticable to make the contributions of 
articles to the bazaar representative of 
local produce and manufacture, but I 
venture to -ask for both these sugges­
tions due consideration, and to urge 
the importance of mutual consultation 
among the ladies of the different dis­
tricts; and I am sure that in deciding 
what are suitable articles for the 
b-azaar, it will be helpful everywhere 
to remember that, while the costly and 
ornamental are not to be overlooked or 
omitted, t~at is especially suitable for 
which there is a prompt and ready sale. 
It is a bazaar, not an exhibition simply 
that it is proposed to hold; and while 
the eye should be gratified and pleased, 
yet most of all should the common 
want and need be met, if the articles 
contributed are to be disposed of with­
out difficulty and with advantage to 
the fund it is intended to aid. 

There are still two other suggestions 
whiuh I beg permission most respect­
fully to offer. One is, might not our 
Mission churches contribute articles of 
Indian growth and make to this Cen­
tenary bazaar? Missionary bazaars 
have been frequently held, and boxes 
of goods have been sent to Orissa from 
this country for sale on behalf of some 
object connected with the Foreign 
Mission. It has been a very pleasant 
service to the ladies at home interested 
in Orissa's evangelization to work for 
the mission,churches and schools. We 
often speak of the beneficial and stimu­
leting reflex influence of Foreign Mis­
sion enterprise, and say that " teaching 
we learn, and giving we receive." It 
would be unworthy of us to be self­
regardful in our works of faith and 
love, but I cannot forbear saying that 
an opportunity of an extraordinary 
kind offers itself to the Foreign Mission 
churches to show an interest in our 

Home Mission efforts, which it would 
be a happy thing if they could im­
prove. A few boxes of goods of native 
produce and workmanship, such as 
might be collected at no very great 
cost from Cuttack, Berhampore, and 
the other stations, including the Ameri­
can Free-Will Baptist stations, would 
be most gladly received by the Ladies' 
Committee at LeicP.ster, would give an 
additional and even novel interest to 
the bazaar, and help to complete its 
representative character. I hope this 
suggestion will be found practicable, 
and by request I have written to 
Orissa in much faith and expectation. 

The other and at present the last 
suggestion is, could not brethren in 
each district both at home and abroad 
send photographs of chapels, of places 
of historic interest, of ministers and 
prominent laymen past and present, so 
that a Centenary album could be filled 
with pictures and portraits illustrative 
of denominational history? I feel con­
vinced that there would be a ready 
sale for such a denominational gallery 
of illustration. 

As Secretary of the fund this bazaar 
is projected to help, I venture to appeal 
with all confidence to the ladies of the 
denomination at once to commence 
preparations, where preparations have 
not yet been commenced, to promote 
the success of the Centenary bazaar. 
In a thousand ways of which I know 
but little or nothing, they may aid the 
Committee at Leicester by their quick 
intuitive judgment, their clear-sighted, 
practical wisdom; and in a thousand 
ways of which I am equally ignorant, 
they will, I doubt not, help on this 
movement by their taste and toil, by 
their persuasive words and deftly­
moving fingers. The ladies at Leicester 
are anxious to do all they can, and I 
plead for them that they may be 
heartily and warmly sustained in their 
effort to make this bazaar THE BAZAAR 
OF THE CENTURY, eclipsing and sur­
passing in its character and results 
every other bazaar that we have ever 
held by so much as the occasion ia 
more distinguished, and the celebration 
more memorable and extraordinary. 

Faithfully yours, 
THOMAS GOADBY, 

Hon. Sec. to Centenary_Fund. 

Derby, N()I). 18, 1869. 
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YORKSHIRE AND LANCASIIIRE CoNFER­
ENCE.-The next Conference will be held 
at North Street chapel, Leeds, on Monday, 
Dec. 27, when the Rev. J. Fletcher, of 
Vale, will preach. Morning service to 
commence at eleven o"clock. 

J. ALCORN, Secretary. 

The w ARWICKSHIRE CONFERENCE was 
held at Gosford Street chapel, Coventry, 
on Tuesday, Oct. 26th. After a short de­
votional service in the morning, the Rev. 
L. H. Parsons, of Birmingham, read an 
excellent paper on "Female Agency; or, 
Woman's Sphere and Labour in the 
Church." Conversation followed on the 
subject, in which several brethren took 
part. It was unanimously resolved." That 
the thanks of this Conference be given to 
brother Parsons for his excellent paper, 
and that be be requested to print it in our 
Magazine." 

The afternoon meeting assembled at 
half-pnst two o'clock. Brother Wood, of 
V.'ohey, engaged in prayer. The Rev. T. 
Goadby, B.A., of Derby, was appointed 
chairman for the afternoon. 

The reports from the churches were ex­
ceed10gly pleasing. One hundred and ten 
had been baptized since the last Confer­
ence, and thirty.three remained as candi­
dates. Never before have the churches in 
tbis district reported such a large number 
of baptisms. May the Lord continue to 
pour out His Spirit upon us. 

1. The Minutes of the last Conference 
were read and confirmed. 

2. The Rev. C. Clarke, B.A., of Ashby­
de-la-Zouch, and the chairman, attended 
as a deputation from the Association on 
behalf of the Horne Mission. After giving 
the brethren a cordial welcome, and bear­
ing their earnest appeals, the following 
resolution was passed-" That Laving 
heard the report of the deputation from 
the Association regarding Home Mis­
sionary operations, we resolve to recom­
mend to the churches connected with this 
Conference to send contributions, and to 
make an annual collection on behalf of 
the Midland Horne Mission Funds." 

3. The eh urch at N etberton, an off 
shoot of the one at Cinder Bank, made an 
application for admission into the Con­
ference. Brethren Lees, of Walsall, and 
Harrison, of Birmingham, were appointed 
to make inquiries respecting this church, 
and report to the next Conference. 

4. The next Conference to be held at 
Walsall ?D some Tuesday in April, 1870. 
The subJect of the morning paper to be 
" The Presence of the Holy Spirit in tb~ 
Church necessary for the development of 
tbe personal gifts of its members." The 
Rev. T. Gondby, Il.A., of Derby, to be the 
writer. T!Je Conference sermon • to be 
preached iu the evening by the Secretary. 

In the evening, owing to the illness of 
our esteemed brother Harrison, of Bir. 
mingharn, who was the appointed preacher 
Mr. Goadby gave us his Centenary Lee'. 
ture, "The Story of a Hundred Years" 
which was listened to with great interest: 

HENRY CROSS, Secretary. 

The LINCOLNsHmE CoNFERENCE was held 
at Long Sutton, on Thursday, Nov. 18th. 

An earnest sermon was preached in the 
morning by Rev. W. E. Winks, on 2 Cor. 
v. 14, 15, " For the love of Christ con­
straineth us,'' &c. 

The usual reports from the churches 
were given in the afternoon, when it was 
rEported that since the previous Confer­
ence fifty-six persons had been baptized, 
fourteen received, and that there were 
twenty candidates. 

A grant of £15 was made in aid of the 
church at Cbatteris. 

Reports were given by the committees 
appointed to inquire as to the chapel pro­
perty at Gedney Hill and St. Ives. 

The next{ Confereuce is to be held at 
Louth on the first Thursday in June, the 
Rev. T. W. Mathews to be the preacher, 
and the arrangements for the evening 
meeting to be in the bands of the Secre­
tary and the friends at Louth. 

WILLIAM ORTON, Secretary. 

CHATTERrs.-We have just completed 
the enlargement of our chapel. We have 
added about twenty feet to the length, and 
erected a commodious gallery across the 
end, thus providing room for about 
double the number accommodated in the 
old chapel. The re-opening services were 
held on Thursday, Nov. 11. In the morn­
ing a meeting for thanksgiving and prayer 
was well attended. The Rlev. J. P. Camp­
bell, of Cambridge, and J. Gillings, of 
Chatteris (Wesleyan), and other friends, 
took part in the service. In the afternoon 
an excellent sermon was preached by the 
Rev. H. Varley, of Notting Hill, the sub­
ject being, " The man with a withered 
hand.'' At the close of the service a pub• 
lie tea was held, of which about one bun• 
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dred and forty persons partook. In the 
evening 11 public meeting, presided over by 
1'. T. Boll, Esq., of Burwell, wos very en­
couraging. The chapel was fillecl in every 
part, The speakers were the Rev. H. Var­
ley, J. H. Millard, B.A., of Huntingdon, 
J. P. Campbell, of Cambridge, and T. 
Barrass, of Peterborough, the Rev. H. 
Gee (lndependent), and J. Dan (Particular 
Baptist), both of Chatteris, assisted in the 
devotional exercise. On Lord's-day, Nov. 
14, our minister, the Rev. H. B. Robinson, 
preached two very excellent and suitable 
sermons; in the morning from Psalm xc. 
17, in the evening from Exodus xxxiii. 
11, 19. We are under very great obli­
gation to the Rev. T. T. Wilson, of March, 
to tbe Students of Chilwell College, and 
other friend,s,' 'for the effective aid they 
have rendered while we were without a 
pastor. The cost of the alterations is £350, 
towards which about £200 has been con­
tributed by the church and congregation. 
We shall be glad' to receive help from 
Christian friends to enable us to liquidate 
the debt. 

BURNLEY-Re-opening of ..Enon Chapel. 
-The above chapel having undergone ex­
tensive alte_rations, and been painted, re­
ligbted, and beautified, was re-opened, 
Nov. 7th. Lord Teynham conducted the 
services morning and evening. On Thurs­
day evening, the 11th, a lecture was de­
livered by the Rev. J. P. Chown, of Brad­
ford, at which R. Shaw, Esq., M.P., pre­
sided. On Lord's--day, the 14th, the re­
opening services were continued, when two 
sermons were preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Underwood, of Chilwell College. [This 
chapel is now one one of the most commo­
dious and the best belonging to our body; 
and it is most important that sympathy 
and help should be given to the able minis­
ter, and the willing church, under the 
heavy pecuniary burdens which they are 
trying to bear.-En.J 

CoALVILLE,-Tbe Bazaar for the liquida­
tion of £500 on our chapel and school­
rooms was held on Nov. 15, 16, 17, in our 
school-room. The Bazaar was opened at 
half-past one on Monday afternoon. The 
minister of the place gave out a hymn and 
offered prayer, and brief addresses were 
delivered by W. Kempson, Esq., of Leices­
ter and the Revs. J. J. Goad by, J. Salis­
bu;y, M.A., and W. Salter. Mr. Dennis 
presided over the musical entertainment, 
which was given at intervals, and a goodly 
number of visitors attended, especinlly on 
tbe first and third days, when the ladies of 
the stalls were kept very busy. Tbe pro­
ceeds during the lluzaar was nenrly £U0, 
which, with previous subscriptions and 
collections during the year, enables us to 
to remove £830 of our debt. We sincerely 

thank our friends from other churches 
who have helped us so far, and we intend 
to continue our efforts until the remainder 
is removed. Many of the things are left 
unsold, with which we intend to have 
another bazaar on a smaller scale at 
Christmas, and hope by the new year to 
reduce the debt to £100. 

No&THALLERTON. - The services con­
nected with our chapel anniversary were 
truly interesting and profitable. On Lord's. 
day, Oct. 24, the Rev. R. Ingham, of Hali­
fax, preached afternoon and evening. On 
the following Tuesday evening the Rev. W. 
Gray, of Bircbcliffe, preached. Tbe ser­
mons were admirable; all who listened to 
them must have felt that they were earnest, 
devont, soul-stirring. A delightful tea 
meeting was held on Monday the 25th. 
The year bad been a trying one in many 
respects; several families have removed 
from our locality to fincl employment else­
where; it was feared by some that we 
should have a small tea meeting, but with 
grateful and joyous feelings we have to 
recc>rd that the present was by far the 
largest and most animated meeting of the 
kind that bas ever taken place in North­
allerton. Two hundred ancl fifty-nine per­
sons partook of an excellent tea, gratuit­
ously provided by seven ladies. A public 
meeting was held in the evening, and ad­
dresses delivered by the Revs. R. Ingham, 
W. Gray, H. Rowson Masham, P. W. 
Grant, W. T. Adey of Darlington, W. 
Stubbings (Baptists), G. Gregor (Wesleyan), 
and T. Faulder (Primitive Methodist), 
Hitherto the Lord has helped us; and 
though be bas removed some dear friends 
from us, yet we would bless His name that 
our sufficiency is of God. 

Quo&NDON-Farewell Meeting.-The Rev. 
I. Stubbins having resigned his pastorate 
of the church here, in consequence of the 
ill health of Mrs. Stubbins, which necessi­
tated a change of residence; the members 
of the church ancl congregation, with their 
late pastor, assembled on Monday, Oct. 25, 
at a tea meeting, for the purpose of ex­
changing their mutual sentiments on the 
separation, and bidding eacb other farewell. 
After ten, Mr. Baldwin, of Loughborough, 
( who with the Rev. E. Stevenson had 
kindly come over) was called to the chair, 
ancl in a very suitable address expressed 
his high regard for l\fr. Stubbins, and his 
great interest in the church at Q11orndon, 
giving also valuable suggestions as to the 
future course to be pursued. Mr. Crofts, 
one of the deacons, in a few words, spoke 
of the good feeling subsisting, and the 
regret of the church at losing Mr. S. Tbe 
Rev. E. Stevenson, of Loughborotrgb, in a 
terse and vigorous speech, referred to the 
long and eminent services Mr. Stt1bbins 
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had rendered to the denomination as a 
devoted and ardent missionary, and to his 
well-known liberality in connection with all 
denominational enterprises. Mr. J, S. 
Smith, secretary of the church, spoke of 
the unbroken harmony and cordiality 
which had and still prevailed among all 
the members, owing, in a great measure, 
to the influence which Mr. Stuhbins bad 
exercised by his unTBrying Christian 
courtesy and kindness ; of the order and 
regularity with which the affairs of the 
church had been managed under his wise 
direction; and of the encouraging amount 
of success which had resulted from his 
ministry, stating that twenty persons had 
been baptized and added to the church 
during the short term of his pastorate. 
He referred also to the generosity Mr. 
Stubbins had displayed in connection with 
the church at Quorndon, and was assured 
that Mr. S. would long hold a place in the 
grateful recollection of his people, and 
would be followed by their prayers for his 
future happiness and usefulness. The 
Rev. I. Stubbins, in addressing bis friends 
probably for the last time, said, that his 
intention, wben he returned from India 
with broken health and shattered nerves, 
was not to undertake a pastorate at nil ; 
but being led to reside at Quorndon, and 
seeing the church required oversight and 
direction, he was induced to alter his deci­
sion, and he had not regretted it. The 
church had passed through a severe ordeal 
since his coming, in the removal of so 
many friends, but he was thankful that, 
though enfeebled, such a united spirit 
existed. J. S. S. 

HALIFAX, North Parade.-Recognition 
Services.-The Rev. Isaac Preston, late of 
Chesham, having recently entered upon 
his labours as minister of North Parade 
chapel, the customary recognition Rervices 
on such an interesting occasion took 
place, when about three hundred persons 
assembled and took tea together in the 
school-room under the chapel. The party 
adjourned to the chapel, where the number 
was increased, and the chair was occupied 
by the Rev. T. Michael, of Pellon Lane 
chapel. After singing, prayer wa" offered 
by the Rev. C. Springthorpe, of Hepton­
stall Slack; and the chairman then de­
livered a very appropriate address on the 
respective duties and obligations of pastors 
and people, being followed hy Mr. D. 
Wilson, senior deacon, who gave a state­
ment of the circumstances leading to the 
unanimous invitation of Mr. Preston to 
the pastorate of the church, and concluded 
by giving the right hand of fellowship to 
the rev. gentleman on behalf of the church. 
The meeting was then addressed by Mr. 
Preston, who briefly gave the reasons 

which induced him to accept the invita­
tion ; after which the Rev. J. C. Gray of 
Harrison Road (Independent) cb11pel,' in 
the name of the other Congregational 
churches in the town, welcomed Mr. Pres­
ton to Halifax. The Revs. G. Needham 
of Burnley, W. Gray, of Birchcliffe, and R'. 
Hardy, of Queensbury, also addressed the 
meeting, and welcomed Mr. Preston to the 
district. The -Rev. R. Ingham, late minis. 
ter of North Parade chapel, gave a brief 
address in testimony of the character of 
Mr. Preston; after which, on the motion 
of the Rev. J. Fletcher, of Vale, seconded 
by Mr. Jos. Holt, a vote of thanks was 
passed to the ladies and others concerned 
in providing the tea, this being followed 
by a vote of thanks to the chairman 
moved by Mr. Preston, and seconded b; 
Mr. J. Bramley. The proceedings closed 
with a musical performance by the choir. 

STALYBRIDGE.-On Sunday, Sep. 5, two 
sermons were preached by the Rev. T. 
Goadby, B.A., of Derby, after which col. 
lections were ma.de on behalf of our Sab­
bath school. The amount realized, by 
collections- and donations, was. £21 16s. 5d. 

WEST BUTTERWIOK.-The friends here 
desire, through tli'e medium of the Maga­
zine, to return their very sincere thanks to 
their beloved brother, Thomas, Chessman, 
for his handsome gift of new iron palli­
sading to adorn the front of the chapel 
and burial ground, and presented to the 
church, at his own expense. 

SAWLEY.-On Wednesday, Oct. 27, our 
minister, the Rev. E. H. Jackson, delivered 
his interesfing and very instructive lecture 
on the Human Body, illustrated by large 
coloured diagrams. There was a large 
attendance; and it was evident, from tbe 
earnest attention which was displayed, 
that the lecture was received with pleasure 
and profit. 

TARPORLIIIY. - The annual missionary 
services were held here on Nov. 14 and 15. 
Rev. J. Burns, D.D., of London, delivered 
two very impressive sermons to full con­
gregations on the Lord's-day; and on the 
Monday evening a delightful meeting took 
place, when addresses were delivered by 
Revs. E. Bott (who presided), J. Holmes 
(We~leyan), J. Everett (of Nantwich), and 
Dr. Burns (the deputation from the So­
ciety). 

CARRINGTON.-On Sunday, Nov. 14, tbe 
annual sermons in aid of our Benevolent 
Society were preached by Mr. C. Severn, 
of Huclmnll Torkard. The report read by 
Mr. C. Stevenson was interesting and 
encouraging. The sum of £17 0s. has 
been distributed during the year. 

LEICESTER, Archdeacon Lane.-On Mon­
day, Nov. 22, a t1,a meeting was held in the 
school-room for the benefit of the Tract 
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Society, and to receive the report of its 
operations. The Rev. T. Stevenson occu­
pied the chair, and after the reception of 
the report, addresses of an interesting 
chamcter were delivered by the Rev. W. 
Bishop, the newly.appointed co-pastor, G. 
Stevenson, Esq., nnd other friends. A. 
selection of sacred music wns performed 
by the chapel choir, and a vote of thanks 
was accorded to them for their cheerful 
assistance. 

MR. E. K. R. EvERETT, who hns been 
pursuing a course of private study for the 
Christian ministry, has commenced his 
public labours at Nantwich nnd Audlem, 
under the auspices of the Cheshire Dis­
trict Home Mission Committee. We wish 
our young brother much success. 

THE REv., E. BoTT leaves his present 
sphere, Tarporley, where be bas laboured 
between five and six years, to undertake 
the pastorate of the church at Sutterton. 

THE REV. I. STUBBINS, late of Quorn­
don, desires to state that bis present 
address is Belsize House, Tenby, Pem­
brokeshire. 

THE 'NEW MAYOR OF LEICESTER. - We 
bnve unf!ligned pleasure in recording the 
fact that the new Mayor of Leicester is Mr. 
George Stevenson, youngest son of the 
late Rev: Thomas Stevenson, of Lough­
borough. 

BAPTISMS. 
LEICESTER, Archdeacon Lane.-On the 

last Sabbath evening in October the Rev. 
T. Stevenson baptized six friends, who 
were received into the church. 

PoRTSEA.- Nov. 3, two friends were bap­
tized by the Rev. R. Y. Roberts. We are 
happy to learn that the state of the cause 
here continues to afford the prospect of 
still greater revival and of permanent 
prosperity. The congregations are good, 
and the attendance at the evening classes 
conducted by the pastor is encouraging. 

CROWLE,-Tbree candidates were bap­
tized by the Rev. J. Stutterd before a 
numerous congregation. Two of these 
will unite with our Butterwick friends. 
One was the beloved sister of our esteemed 
friend, Thomas Chessman. 

PETERBOROUGH. - On Lord's-day, Oct. 
31st, three persons were baptized by Mr. 
Barrass. 

STALYBilIDGE.-On Lord's-day evening, 
Oct. 3, two young persons put on Christ 
by baptism. Our pastor preached a special 
sermon to the young on the occasion, from 
1 Chron xxviii. 9. Also, on Nov. 7th, 
two more were publicly baptized : one a 
young man from the Sunday school; the 
other the wife of our senior deacon, who 
was a member of another Christian church. 

NOTTINGHAM, B1oad Street.-Lord'e-day, 
Nov. 7, was a high day with us. In the 
morning twenty persons were baptized in 
the presence of a crowded but very orderly 
congregation. Owing to the convenient 
form of the chapel in the new arrange­
ment, almost nil present could witness the 
administration of the rite and remain 
seated-a fact which conduced much to 
the interest and impressiveness of the 
service. In the evening nineteen of the 
newly baptized were received into the 
church. On this occasion the candidates, 
with the pastor and deacons, occupied the 
platform; the lower part of the chapel 
was well filled with church members; 
whilst the gallery was crowded with spec­
tators. The fact that on the ensuing 
Monday evening a number of additional 
inquirers presented themselves for con­
versation with the pastor was a very 
pleasant proof of the hallowed nature of 
the impressions made by the services of 
the preceding day. 

CovENTRY. - After a sermon by our 
minister upon the relations of Christians 
to each other and to God, nine persons 
were baptized, seven of whom were ad­
vunced in life and heads of families. In 
the evening they were joyfully received 
into the church. It is especially pleasing 
when fathers and mothers set such an 
excellent example to their children. 

HrTCHIN, Walsworth Road.-On Sunday 
evening, Oct. 26, the Rev. J. H. Atkinson 
bnptized four males and two females, and 
on Sunday, Nov. 7, they were received 
into the fellowship of the church. 

NORWICH, Priory Yard.-Nov. 14, four 
were baptized. 

THE COLLEGE. 

At the regular meeting of the College 
Committee, Nov. 8, held in the College 
Librnry, there was an unusually large 
attendance, and the ordinary business was 
transacted in an agreeable manner. The 
two probationers, Messrs. Greenwood and 
Stnynes, were admitted to the full course 
sf study. Some applications were con­
sidered, but none were accepted, and the 
Committee regret that a larger number of 
eligible young brethren do not seek the 
ad vantages offered. The Treasurer re­
ported favourably of the finances, but as 
the account is always overdrawn at this 
period of the session, it is hoped that the 
contributions which are available will be 
promptly forwarded. 

THE COLLEGE LIBRARY. 
Of the sum of nearly £50 promised at 

the last Association for the improvement 
of the library, not much more th,m half 
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hRs yet been paid. A sub-committee is to 
meet during the current month to decide 
on the purchase of new books; it is there­
fore hoped the promised amounts may be 
sent without dalay to the President. Post 
office orders may be made payable at 
Beeston, Notts. 

N.B.-Mr. ReRd, of Ipswich, has offered 
his collection of old and scarce works by 
more than eighty General Baptist authors. 
The offer was submitted by the President 
at the late Committee meeting, and he 
was authorized to accept it at a cost of 
nearly £20. This snm is to be separately 
provided, and is not to be taken out of the 
fund started at the Association. Seven 
members of the Committee have already 
contributed a sovereign each. A few others 
made promises, but from seven to ten 

JOHN THOMAS POWNALL, after about 
three days' illness, breathed his last, Aug. 
24th, 1869, aged 44 years, at his residence 
at Dakinfield Hall, a village near Staly. 
bridge. During his boyhood and youth 
he attended the Baptist Sunday school at 
the latter place. When about twenty years 
of age he was baptized, and became a very 
useful member of the church, taking an 
active part in Christian work. From the 
year 1848 he had been the leader of the 
choir, in which position he gave ganeral 
satisfaction. In the performance of his 
duties he was very regular, never failing 
unless something occurred over which he 
had no control. An instance of this is 
manifest in the fact, that for eleven years 
he was never once absent from his class in 
the Sabbath school. Firmness was a 
prominent feature in his character, yet he 
was gentle and kind to all. He was 
remarkable for his evenness of temper. 
The children in the school will feel his 
Joss greatly. He leaves a widow and seven 
children to mourn his loss. 

S:r.rrTH.-Maria, relict of the late William 
Smith, was the oldest member on the 
dmrch register of the little cause at Car­
rington. She was baptized in 1847, being 
more than fifty years old at the time. Her 
life from childhood was one of hard toil, 
and after the death of her husband she 
had to contend with many difficulties, and 
her path was beset with trials. The last 
two years of her sojourn on earth were 
spent in the furnace of affliction. Like 
otber Christians, she was inclined to com­
plain at the rough way by which the Lord 
was leading her; ne\'ertheless, though her 

pounds additional may be required · and 
for this the President hopes no ~ther 
application may be needed than what he 
now respectfully addresses to the friends 
of the College. As he has nlready ndvnnced 
the purchase money, he will be glnd to be 
reimbursed as soon as possible. 

The 100 vols. kindly promised by the 
Rev. Dr. Burns huve been duly received 
with hearty thanks to the generous donor.• 

ita:rria:g.e. 

W .!.RREN - W OOLL.!.TT, - Nov. 25th, at 
Osmaston Road chapel, Derby, by the Rev. 
T. Goadby, B.A., Mr. John Warren t<l 
Miss Emma Woollatt, both of Derby. • 

faith sometimes wavered, we feel assured 
of her acceptance in to the family of God. 
She was frequently' visited by our friends, 
nnd their endeavours to build 'her up in 
the faith were crowned with God's bless­
ing and success. When visited about 
twelve hours before her departure, she 
said she had entered upon her last d~y on 
earth, but had no fear of the last enemy, 
As our loss is her eternal gain, we mur­
mur not, but pray that we may meet her in 
heaven. Our sister died Nov. 8, and was 
78 years of age. , 

KELSEY.-Oct. 9, aged 64 years, Mrs. 
Mary Kelsey, widow of the late Mr. P. 
Kelsey. She was for forty years an 
esteemed member of the General Baptist 
church, West Butterwick, and was nearly 
related to the late Rev. W. Thompson, 
formerly pastor of the church at Boston. 
Our departed sister was a very consistent 
Christiau, eminent for her piety, and 
devoted in her attachment to the interests 
of the cause here. Her last illness was of 
short duration, but she gently passed 
awRy, supported by the consolations of the 
gospel. 

SMITH.-Oct. 81, at Burton-on-Trent, 
Ann Smith, the widow of the late Mr. W. 
Smith, of Stone Bridge Farm, neur Wirks­
worth, aged 88 years. 

Woon.-Nov. 15, at Mansfield, the Rev. 
John Wood, aged 74. He had been fifty• 
four years in the ministry, thirty-three of 
the number heinr: spent as pastor of the 
General Baptist church at Munsfield. 

BAILEY, - Nov. 9, suddenly, at New 
Fletton, near Peterborough, Mr. Samuel 
Jackson Bailey, aged CiO years. 
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THE WRECK OF THE 

Cl C A RN A T I C ." 

Cuttack, Oct. 14, 1869. 
OuR friends will have read in the papers 
of the melancholy wreck in the Red Sea 
of the steamer Carnatic, with the Indian 
mails of September 3rd, via Marseilles, 
and August 28, via Southampton. It 
was at first reported that the letters 
would probably be recovered, but all 
hope of this is now gone, so that any of 
aur friends who sent important letters 
by this opportunity should write again; 
and it should be known that any peri­
odicals or pamphlets sent cannot be 
received. It is altogether a more 

· melancholy occurrence, especially in tbe 
Joss of . life it has involved, than any 
which has occurred since the establish­
ment of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Company.' 

We have heard through Mr. Brooks 
that some of the patrons of our orphan 
children are anxious to have likenesses 
of those whom they support. It may be 
well to state that the cost of each, in­
cluding postage, would be 4s. 1 0d. ; but 
we shall be always glad to do what we 
can to meet the wishes of friends. 

The Lord bas "sent a plentiful rain," 
and provided of His "goodness for the 
poor." Since the famine we have 
naturally felt more interest in harvest 
prospects than ever before, and I am 
thankful to say that this year they are as 
good as could be desired. 

I have no other particular news to 
give. If our brethren and sisters be 
inquired about, I may say that we are 
toiling on, crying to God for that help 
which must be sent if the Mission is to 
be carried on, and which ought to be 
sent soon. Like Gideon's host, we are 
"faint yet pursuing;'' but some of us 
cannot hope to "pursue" much longer, 
and we are anxious that " after our 
decease" the work may be carried ou 
more efficiently and prosperously. 

JouN BucKLEY. 
P.S.-One important thing I have 

forgotten which I had intended to make 
prominent. A quarter of a century was 
completed on Saturday since our mar­
riage. It is a time to be devoutly thank­
ful to God for His goodness to us, and 

for permitting us to serve the good cause 
so Jong. Many who read in your 
pages the notice of that interesting 
and happy event on 9th October, 1844, 
have fallen asleep, but those who re­
main, and many others not then born, 
or too young to notice such an occur­
rence, will, I am confident, share in our 
thankfulness and joy. (Psalm ciii. 1, 2.) 
May the little of life that remains be 
holy, faithful, and useful. 

CREED OR PROGRAMME OF 
u, THE CALCUTTA NATIVE 

0··;:,·"':1 THEISTS· 
ON August 24 the new house of worship 
for the Progressive Brahmos or native 
Theists of Calcutta was opened for 
divine worship. Devotional exercises 
were continu~d from early morning till 
late at night. In the evening a sermon 
was preached by the Congregational 
minister, Baboo Keshub Chander Sen, 
on the benefits of truth and toleration. 
The following is the formal declaration 
of principles by which the sect is to be 
guided:-" Every day, •~at least ,every 
week, the One only God without a 
second, the Perfect and Infinite, the 
Creatol'", of all, Omnipresent, Almighty, 
All-knowing, All-merciful, and AU-holy, 
shall be worshipped in these premises. 
No created object shall be worshipped 
here. No man or inferior being or 
material object shall be worshipped here 
as identical with God or like unto God, 
or as an incarnation of God; and no 
prayer or hymn shall be offered or 
chanted unto or in the name of any one 
except God. No carved or painted 
image, no external symbol which has 
been or may hereafter be used by any 
sect for the purpose of worship or the 
remembrance of a particular event, shall 
be preserved here. No creature shall be 
sacrificed here. Neither eating nor 
drinking nor any manner of mirth or 
amusement shall he allowed here. No 
created being or object that has been or 
may hereafter he worshipped by any 
sect shall be ridiculed or contemned iu 
tile course of the divine service to be 
conducted here. No book shall be 
acknowledged or revered as the infallible 
word of God; yet no book which has 
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been or may hereafter be acknowledged 
by any sect to be infallible shall be ridi­
culed or contemned. No sect shall be 
vilified, ridiculed, or hated. No prayer, 
hymn, ~ermon, or discourse to be de­
Ii1·ered or used here shall countenance or 
encounge any manner of idolatry, sec­
tarianism, or sin. Divine service shall 
be conducted here in such spirit and 
manner as may enable all men and 
women, irrespective of distinctions of 
caste, colour, and condition, to unite in 
one family, eschew all manner of error 
and sin, and advance in wisdom, faith, 
and righteousness. The congregation of 
the 'Bharatbarsea Brahma Mandir' shall 
worship God in these premises accord­
ing to the rules and principles herein­
before set forth.-Peace, Peace, Peace! 

KESHUB CIIUNDER SEN." 

INDIAN FACTS. 
TaE following facts have been gleaned 
from recent issues of the Friend of India; 
they will, I think, interest the reader8 of 
the Obserr,er. W. BAILEY. 

" The Brahmas have taken to the rite of 
baptism. The Jat-Karma, or birth festival 
of Baboo Keshub Chnnder's fourth child, 
was celebrated on Sunday week by the 
infant's immersion. After the usual ser­
vice, the presiding minister offered a short 
prayer, gave the child the name of• Nirmah 
Chunder,' and pronounced the benediction.'' 

The Church Missionary Society have 
10,269 communicants and nominal chris­
tians in Northern India, 12,162 children 
under instruction, and the native congre­
gations contributed this year 6,445 rupees. 

In Benares, Mrs. Leupolt has success­
fully established a school of industry for 
native christian women. 

Sewing Machines and stocking looms 
have been imported, and may be seen in 
foll operation, intelligently worked by girls 
from christian schools. 

The Propagation Society have in Southern 
India 21,375 communicants and nominal 
christians, and the congregations contri­
buted last yellr 16,:316 rupees. The great 
success of this Society lies in the large 
number of its native ministers, who are 
year by year increasing in intelligence and 
efficiency, and they receive almost all their 
support from the native churches. 

There are in all parts of India 4,090{ 
miles of milway. T!Je lonl(est (the East 
Indian main line) is 1,131 miles. The 
total receipts for lb(J9, for ull the Jines, wus 
£1,033,071. Among the pmjected lines is 
o□ e from Mid □apore to Madras, this will 
go direct through Orissa. 

~t ha- often_ been thought that the popu. 
latton of Indrn has been over estimated 
~Vhen the king,lom of Onde was annexed 
1t was taken at six millions but after a 
cnreful census it is found that it contains 
11,220,747, or 401'i to the 8qunr6 mile. Jn 
1871 all the :i,:nglish speaking nnd English 
ruled countries of the world will have their 
iuhabitnnts counted. We shall then know 
the power and extent of both Great and 
Greater Britain. 

THE TRADE OF INDIA LAST 
YEAR. 

A RE?ENT numb~r of the. Friend of India 
cont111ns a vsry mstructlve article rela­
tive to the material prosperity of India 
Believing that many readers of the Ob: 
server will be interested in the material 
as well as the spiritual advancement of 
this vast country, we will lay before them 
some of the leading facts gleaned from 
the.above art.icle. It is gratifying to ob­
serve that the trade of India, as a whole 
goes on increasing. The foreign trad~ 
reached its highest point, nuder the in­
fluence of the inflated price of cotton, in 
1865-66, when it stood at £1-23,813,004. 
With the panic of 1866-67 it fell to 
£95,440,109, but even that was three 
millions higher than the figure at which 
it stood in 1862-6~, when the influence 
of the American War first began to tell 
directly. The year 1866-67 may be 
taken as the lowest point of the trade in 
the new era on which it has entered, with 
cotton and other old staples improving, 
tea and other new industries developing, 
and rail ways opening up the most se­
cluded and distant fields and villages to 
the great sea-ports. In 1867-fi8 the 
trade rose, healthily and from · purely 
normal causes, to £99,927,157; and in 
1868-69, the year ending March last, it 
went on increasing in a most satisfactory 
way to £107,687,637. The facts for the 
two years are as follows:-

FOREIGN TEA.DE, 1869. i 1868. 

]lferchandise- £ £ 
Imports ... ... . .. 36,093,938 35,705,783 
Exports ... ... 51,676,232 49,596,664 
Re-exports. ... ... l,:!85,933 1,277,392 

89,136,103 86,579,839 
'/'reasure-

11,775,~H Imports ... ... 15,155,954 
Exports ... ... .. . 1,395,580 1,671.~-i, 

107,687,637 99,927,159 

In one year, and that a dull year, 
there has thus been an increase of nearly 
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eight millions sterling. The increased ex­
port trade of last year, we mny add, wns 
carried away by 5,103 vcs~e,~ or 2,036,522 
tons, against 5,834 of 2,090,192 tons in 
the previons year, a fact to be accounted 
for by the higher prices of produce ex­
ported. 

The articles of import comprise cotton 
twist and yarn, cotton piece goods, ma­
chinery, railway materials, metals manu­
factured and raw, malt liquors, spirits, 
wines, raw silk, silk and woollen goods, 
salt and sugar. By far the highest 
amount is for Manchester piece goods, the 
value of the imports being £16,072,745. 
In the year 1850 the amount was only 
three and a half millions, so that in 
eighteen years it is nearly five-fold-a 
fact which ought to give satisfaction to 
those engaged in the production of these 
articles. The consumption of wines, 
spirit8, and malt liquors goes on steadily 
increasing, and is now one an~ a half 
milli6ns, or a million more than Ill 1850. 

The articles of Export consist chiefly 
of indigo, rice, hides, jute, opium, seeds, 
coffee, tea, silk, sugar, and wool. 

Tea and coffee show a most gratifying 
development, the export of the former 
being close on a million sterling in value, 
and that of the latter above a million. 
Raw cotton has risen from three and a 
half millions in value in 1850, and only 
five and three quarters in 1859, to up­
wards of twenty last year, or a million 
more than in the preceding year. We 
can only hope, bot not believe, that this 
will last when the Southern States of 
America have recovered themselves. 
Indigo, the average export of which is 
about two millions sterling, stands at 
nearly three millions, but the present 
year will show _a great fall. The_ co~­
tinoed increase m the export of rice 1s 
the more satisfactory when we remember 
that it is burdened with an indefensible 
duty. Hides and skins, seeds and wool, 
all show a considerable increase. The 
jute trade, which began practically about 
1860 when it stood only at £196,936, has 
incre~sed to nearly two millions sterling. 

It is satisfactory to learn that the 
foreian trade of India, in a dull year, has 
risen" to one hundred and eight millions, 
and that the whole trade, including the 
coasting, one hundred and thirty millions 
sterling in value, or nearly a fourth of 
that of Great Britain, which is the empo­
rium of the world. 

DIFFUSION OF MISSIONS. 

IN proceeding to state the progress of the 
Evanaelical Church in measures for obey­
ing th"e Saviour's command, I notice-

1. The progress made in special mis­
sionary explorations. These have been 
found indispensable to the advantageous 
occupation of an unevangelized country 
by missions. A mercantile honse sends a 
man to explore for it who is skilled in 
trade; the warrior sends a soldier; the 
missionary society sends a missionary. 
There is a great deal in the point of view. 
Onr traveller must have the eye, the ear, 
the heart of a missionary. Lion-hnnters 
would not answer our purpose in Africa; 
nor wonld the members of the London 
Anthropological Society. Nor can we 
implicitly rely, in such a t:onntry as 
China, so far as vital points in missions 
are concerned, npon the reports of nn­
married Jesuits, with their nnscro polo us 
concealment of their own character and 
objects, and the half-christianized Budd­
hism of their religion. 

We must make our own surveys. We 
do it geographically, that we may know 
where to find the people, and what 
physical causes affect their pursnits and 
characters, and will facilitate or obstruct 
our operations. We do it statistically, 
to know the number of youth to be 
gathered into schools; of families to be 
supplied with the Bible; of cities and 
villages to be furnished with the stated 
preaching of the gospel; and of souls to 
whom a Saviour's love most be pro­
claimed. We investigate the social re­
lations of the people, in order to know 
the ties of family, neighbourhood, busi­
ness, pleasure, government, and religion, 
which bind them together; and aho, 
what repellant influences there are to 
produce "hatred, variance, emulation, 
wrath, strife, envyings, and such like;" 
of which we are assured, that " they 
which do such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God." 

That to which I would call special 
attention is, the extent to which this 
work of MISSIONARY EXPLORATION has 
been carried. Somewhat more than 
forty years ago, the late Dr. J obn C. 
Brigham, afterwards Secretary of the 
American Bible Society, was sent by 
the American board to Buenos Ayres, 
iu South America, with ins~ructions to 
cross the southern continent and visit 
the republics along the western slopes 



390 Mmionary Obse1'Ve1·. 

as far north as Mexico; which occupied 
him about two years. Dr. Brigham's 
report, published in the "Missionary 
Herald," was adverse to an occupation 
at that time, mainly on the ground of 
the predominant influence of the Popish 
priesthood in the several governments. 
The world has moved forward since 
then, and recent missionary explorations 
in several of these countries have 
reached a more favourable result. Ten 
years later, the Rev. Samuel Parker 
was sent by the American Board, with 
some others, across the continent of 
North America, to see what could be 
done for the Indian tribes on either side 
of the Rocky Mountains. The investi­
gation was pushed to the shores of the 
Pacific, and was the first step in the 
demonstration, afterwards made by a 
missionary of the same Board, of a 
practical waggon-road through the Rocky 
Mountains; which demonstration history 
will testify to have saved Oregon, the 
Washington Territory, the Columbia 
River, and perhaps even the golden 
mines of California, to the United 
States. In 1829, the Rev. Eli Smith 
and myself traversed the Peloponuesus 
and Greek Islands. Out of the explora­
tion just mentioned grew directly the 
more important one of Messrs. Smith and 
Dwight through Asia Minor, Armenia, 
and Georgia, as far as to the region 
inhabited by the N estorian christians of 
Persia; who before that time were 
scarcely known to the modern christian 
church. The whole of Palestine, and 
a large portion of Asia Minor and Syria, 
had previously been surveyed by mis­
sionaries of the American board, and of 
the Church Missionary Society, as were 
also several districts of Northern Afric 1. 

There has since been a missionary sur­
vey to some extent, by German mission­
aries, of Abyssinia and the interior of 
Eastern Africa; also, by English mis­
sionaries, of a part of the island of 
Madagascar. The missionary explora­
tion of a large part of Southern Africa 
by Campbell, Moffatt, Livingstone, and 
others, furnish chapterd of surpassing 
interest in the history of missions. Of 
the W estean coast of Africa there has 
been a missionary survey along at least 
two thousand miles, and also for a con­
siderable distance up the river Niger. 
But in Africa there is yet much un­
known land. 

The whole great country occupied by 
the two hundred millions of India, is 

now sufficiently known for missionary 
purposes. So are Assam, Burmah and 
Siam. _An~ a process o_f missi~nary 
exploration 1s now advancmg somewhat 
rapidly in China, with its four hundred 
and fourteen millions of inhabitants and 
its thirteen hundred thousand square 
miles. Some pares of the Indian Archi­
pelago are not well known in a mis­
sionary point of view; neither is Corea 
nor Japan, nor Chineese Tartary, no; 
Central Asia. But the Isles of the 
Pacific Ocean are known to a very great 
extent, and so are the Indian tribes of 
our Western wilderness. 

Indeed it may be truthfully said, that 
the missionary survey of the world has 
now been carried so far forward that 
scarcely anything more needs to be done 
in that way at present. As a prelim­
inary work this exploration was neces­
sary, and it has been in a great measure 
accomplished, and by missionaries under 
the supervision of missionary societies; 
and it will not need to be repeated. · 

2. It will be natural for us to con­
sider the progress which has been made 
in the MISSIONARY OCCUPATION of the 
unevangelized world. Regarding the 
smallness of the invading force, the 
number of important centres occupied is 
truly marvellous. The single point we 
have now in view is the occupancy of 
central and influential posts. We com­
mence in the countries of the Mediter­
ranean. 

The English Church Missionary So­
ciety was the first to move towards this 
part of the world, which it did in 1815; 
sending Mr. ,Jowett, an enlightened 
scholar, whose published "Researches," 
as I thankfully remember, _were a valu­
ahle guide and incentive forty years ago. 
He was followed by Mr. Lowndes, of 
the London Missionary Society. In 
1819 Messrs. Fisk and Parsons, of the 
American Board, went forth to occupy 
Jerusalem, then believed to be an im­
portant centre in that part of Western 
Asia. Beirut, the capital of Syria, was 
next occupied by Messrs. Goodell and 
Bird. This was in I 823, and it was the 
beginning of that great movement of our 
American churches, which has eince ex­
tended through Turkey and into Persin, 
and gaine1 a footing in most of the mure 
important influential posts among the 
races speaking the Arabic, Turkish, 
Syriac, Armenian, and Bulgarian langu­
ages. The churches have takeu posses­
sion, moreover, of what may be regarded 
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as the religious centres of the Greek, Ar­
menian, Bulgarian, and Syriac churches; 
and there are but few places in Western 
Asia, north of Arabia, not now occupied 
by foreign missionaries, which we shonld 
desire to see occupied for any length of 
time by others than native labourers. 

Passing over the countries of Central 
Asia, all yet destitute of evangelical 
missionaries, we step from among the 
bigoted Moslems of Afghanistan into 
British India; and there, in the north- · 
west corner of India we find mission­
aries. From thence, down through the 
hundred and twenty millions in the great 
valley of the Ganges to Calcutta, we 
find a large number of the more im­
portant posts in possesion of different 
missionary societies; though as yet, for 
the most part, with an altogether in­
a,dequate missionary force. The valley 
of tbe Tndus is also beginning to be 
oecupied by missionary stations; and so 
is Rajpootana. 

From Calcutta towards the south west, 
a1:1d from Surat and Bombay towards 
the east and sontbe:1st, and over the 
great populous peninsula of India, mis­
sionaries are found at very many of the 
more influential centres; and the same 
is true of Ceylon. A late number of the 
"Friend of India," published in Calcutta, 
affirms, that thirty societies in Great 
Britain, the United States, and Germany 
are at work in India, with five hundred 
and forty white and two hundred and 
twenty native clergy, and eighteen hun­
dred native clergy, and eighteen hundred 
native catechists; working in four hun­
dred central stations, with two thousand 
three hundred branches; and that they• 
have eighty thousand boys and thirty 
thousand girls in tqeir schools. 

India is of great extent, and travelling 
bas heretofore been exceedingly laborious 
and expensive. It has been bard to see 
in what manner missions could permeate 
the country. It is tberefore important 
to mention, that durable railways are 
now considerably advanced through its 
whole extent, under the patronage of 
government, which guarantees an in­
comeof at least five per cent. to the several 
English companies building the roads. 

The railway system embrace~ an ex• 
tent of about five thousand miles, and 
the larger part of it has Leen completed. 
What is called the" East India Railway," 
running up the valley of the Ganges, 
connects Calcutta with Delhi, a distance 
of a thousand miles. The " Great India 

Peninsular Railway" connects with the 
one in the Gange~ valley at Allahabad, 
about five hundred miles above Calcutta, 
crosses the Deccan plateau, and descends 
thence to the Cuncan and Bombay, and 
from Bombay it proceeds to Madras; 
the whole length of the line being twelve 
hundred and sixty-six mites. The 
ascent of the ghauts on this line from 
Bombay to Madras was a work re­
quiring upwards of seven years, daring 
which as many a3 forty thousand la­
bourers were occasionally employed upon 
it at one time. "Beginning its ascent 
along a spur thrown oat from the main 
range, this incline continaeg its upward 
winding way through long tunnels pierc­
ing the hardest basalt, across viaducts 
spanning ravines of great width and 
depth, often along what is si'Dply a large 
notch cut in the face of a precipice." 
The "Madras Railway" crosses from 
Madras to a port on the Malabar coast, 
eight hundred and twenty-five mites. 
The "Bombay, Baroda, and Central 
India Railway'' goes northward from 
Bombay into the fertile province of 
Guzerat, three hundred and twelve miles, 
and may yet be extended through Raj­
pootana to Delhi. The "Punjaub Rail­
way extends faorn Delhi through La­
hore, the capital of the Punjaub, and 
thence westward to Mooltan; from 
whence there will be a connection by 
steamers and by the "Scinde Railway" 
with Kurrachee, a seaport near the 
mouth of that river. The extent of tile 
"Punjaub Railway" is five hundred and 
sixty-six miles, and of the " Scinde 
Railway" one hundred and nine mites. 
From Calcutta, the "Eastern Bengal 
Railway" runs northeasterly one hundred 
and fifty nine miles, and may yet be 
extended to the borders of Chiua; and 
the "South-eastern Railway" twenty­
nine miles, to a point on the neighbour­
ing coast. The " Southern lndid Rail­
way," one hundred and sixty-eight miles, 
couuects Madras with N egapatam, a 
seaport on the eastern coast of the 
continent; and will probably be ex­
tended through the Madura and Tin­
nevelly provinces to Travancore. 

On the 1st of May, 1868, nearly four 
thousand mites on these rail ways were 
open to travel and traffic, and an ad­
ditional thousand miles were under con­
struction. Bombay is therefore to 
beeowe " the sea--g•te, through which 
the postal communications of Europe 
and India are henceforth to flow. 
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The estimated cost of these five thou­
sand miles of railway is fom· hundred 
and fifty millions of dollars ; and, under 
the ord.-irings of divine providence, the 
whole is built as really for the church as 
for the world, and wholly at the expense 
of the latter. These railways are not 
less important in a missionary point of 
view than they are in relation to the 
social, civil, political, and commercial 
interests of India. The saving to the 
church, in its work of converting India, 
will be immense in travel, labour, time, 
exposure, health, life, and expenditure. 
Bombay, and not-Calcutta nor Madras, 
must henceforward be the great landing 
place and point of departure for mis­
sionaries to India. And how easy, how 
comparatively inexpensive and safe will 
be access to every part of the country. 
In how short a time will the lines 
radiating from that great commercial 
entrepot transport the missionary to the 
valleys of the Ganges and the lndns, to 
the northern provinces, and far down 
into the Peninsula. 

The more inflnentisl posts in Burmah, 
Assam, and Siam eastward of India, are 
occupied by missionaries. There are 
also missionary stations on the great 
island of Borneo, and on the Molluccas 
and Celebes. In the maritime provinces 
of China, nearly every important port 

hns missionaries ; and there are mis­
sionaries some hundreds of miles up the 
Yangtszklang, the great river of China, 
others half-way from the sea to the 
capital, others in Pekin, and there is a 
missionary post beyond the famous 
Chinese wall. Japan has also been 
entered by Protestant missionary so­
cieties, and so are different portions of 
Papal Europe, and of Spanish and 
Portuguese Amel"ica. 

In the Pacific Ocean, a large portion 
of the more important groups of islands 
are occupied, and so extensively that the 
chances of shipwreck among savage 
pagans have been greatly reduced-as I 
presume the rates of insurance would 
show. 

Nearly the whole of Southern Africa 
has for many years been under religious 
culture by missionaries. So is a small 
portion of the eastern coast, and a part 
of Madagascar. So is the coast of 
Western Africa from the equator ,a long 
distance ·westward; and there are mis­
sionaries on the Niger, and also in 
Egypt. 

This will suffice for an illustration of 
the extent to which the more important 
regions of the unevangelized world have 
been occupied. 

-Rev. Rufus Anderson, D.D. 

Jfanign Jdters !{eceib-eh. 
CUTTJ.cx.-T. Bailey, September 21. J. Buckley, October 14. 

Qi:antributions 
RECEfVED ON ACCOUNT OF THE GENERAL BAPTIST .MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

FROM OCTOBER 20th, TO NOVEMBER 20th, 1869. 
AslIBY & PACKINGTON­

Collections, Books, Cards, & Boxes ... 
AUDLEM-

Collections and Subscriptions ... 
·BATH-

Dr. E. W. Eyre 
:ilIRCJICLIFFE ... ... .. 
CALDER VA.LE-

Mr. Joseph Horsfall 
DEE.BY, Osmaston Road 
HEPTONBTALL SLACK­

Collections 
HOUGHTON, H'U/11,ts.­

Potto Brown, Esq. 
LEICESTEE.-

Moiety of Collection at Baptist Union 
Missionary Meeting... .. . .. . .. . 

£ s. d. 
30 13 4 

9 17 7 

0 10 0 
24 12 0 

l O 0 
13 16 8 

15 0 0 

7 10 0 

18 17 6 

MACCLESFIELD... . .. 
MALVERN-

£ s. d. 
8 13 0 

Executors of Thoe. Reynolds, Esq.... 20 O 0 

PORTBEA ................ .. 

QUEENSBURY-
Collections and Subscriptions ... 

ROCHDALE-
G. T. Kemp, Esq. 

SJI0RE ... ... ... ... 

VALE, near Todmorden ... 
WooDLEBFORD, near Leeds-

Miss Woodhead ... ... . .. 
A Friencl, Postage Stamps ... 

10 14 0 

6 0 0 

5 0 0 

4 0 0 

5 14 2 

1 1 0 
0 4 3 

Subscri]Jtions and Donations in aid of the Ge_neral Baptist Missionary Society will bu thnnkl'nlly 
received by 'f. HILL, Esq., Baker Stroot, N(!ttmgham, Treasurer; and, b,Y the Rev. J.C. l'r.KE 
and the Rev. H. WILKINSON, Secretaries, Leicester, from whom also Missionary Boxes, Collectmg 
Books, and Carda may be obtained. 



THE ORISSA 

MISSION CONFERENCE 
HELD AT 

St. Mary's Gate Chapel, Derby, December 8th, 186S. 

Containing Report of Proceedings by Rev. T. GoADBY, B.A., Chairman; 
and Papers on the following snbjects :-

"THE STATE AND REEDS OF THE MISSION," 
BY THE REV. J. C. PIKE. 

"OUR ORGANIZATION & PLANS OF OPERATION AT HOME," 
BY THE REV. H. CRASSWELLER, B.A. 

"NATIVE AG:ENOY," 
BY THE REV. W. BAILEY. 

THE Coil11Jl.i.ttee and friends of the Orissa Mission met for 
sp,ecial Conference, at St. Mary's Gate Chapel, Derby, on 
'l'uesday, December 8th, 1868. About 200 ministers, dele­
gates and subscribers assembled, the different districts of the 
General Baptist Connexion being well represented. There 
was something attractive and suitable in the place of meet­
ing-the scene of the labours of the honoured and devoted 
founder of the Society in the closing years of his zealous and 
useful life. The present circumstances and needs of the 
Mission· were the chief reasons for calling the Conference, 
and were also the main cause of so ready and large a response 
to the summons of the Committee. The Chairman of the 
Association for the year, the Rev. Thomas Goadby, B.A., 
presided. There was a preliminary devotional service. The 
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RcY. T. Yatc~, of Kcgworth, asked the divine blessing upon 
the proceedings of the Conference. Prayer was offered for 
the prosperity of the Society in its work, for the grace and 
power of God to rest upon the missionaries in their toils and 
trials, and for the raising up and sending forth of additional 
labourers into the field. The Revds. J. Finn, of Todmorden, 
J. Lawton, of Bcrkhampstead, J. Stevenson, M.A., of Derby, 
and Mr. B. Baldwin, of Loughborough, took part in the 
devotions. The deliberations of the Conference were opened 
by two papers; the first by the Rev. J. C. Pike, one of the 
secretaries of the Society, on" The State and Needs of the 
Mission;" the second by the Rev. H. Crassweller, B..A., of 
Derby, on "Our Organization and Plans of Operation at 
Home." There was a third paper, at the opening of the 
afternoon session, by the Rev. W. Bailey, late missionary in 
Orissa, on "Native .Agency." The hearty thanks of the 
Conference were given to the writers of these papers, and it 
was requested that the Committee publish therri forthwith. 
The discussions which followed were chiefly upon topics 
suggested by the first and secoµd paper's, and were charac­
terised by the greatest freedom and outspokenness, tempered 
by kindly feeling and the warmest love to the Mission. The 
questions of economy at home and in Orissa in the expendi­
ture of funds, of efficiency in the work of the secretariat, of 
the habits and social standing of the missionaries in Orissa, 
of the salaries and expenses of secretaries and missionaries, 
of the neglect or deficiency of organization in congregational 
auxiliaries, of the lack of fresh interest in public meetings, 
were freely and fully considered. It was shown in the course 
of the discussions, that every regard was paid to economy in 
all the workings of the society at home, that there was no 
wasting of funds whether by travel or otherwise. It was 
distinctly announced that the half of what one secretary of a 
sister society received was the whole of what was paid to both 
the secretaries of the Orissa Mission. It was shown by 
the most emphatic testimony that the salaries of the mis­
sionaries were so low that they were hindered and hampered 
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in their work by the pressure of poverty, rather than remu­
nerated so as to place within their reach comforts easily 
obtainable at homo; that though nominally a larger sum 
was given to them than most ministers in the denomination 
received, it really left them as poor as the poorest of their 
brethren in England ; and that there was no question of 
high social standing considered so much as the means and 
ability in that fatal climate of doing the work well for which 
they were sent out. It was painful enough to suffer from 
the unavoidable discomforts and privations of a missionary 
life in India, without adding thereto the pinch and straits 
of pecuniary wants. Brethren at home on half the sum they 
would receive if in Orissa, acknowledged themselves in pos­
session of more ample means, and the Society would only 
impair the capacity of their missionaries for their service in 
the work of the Lord by substituting for the present system 
of rigid economy a miserable, niggardly, and self-defeating 
parsimoniousness. But it was better that this dissatisfaction 
and these misunderstandings of the Society's course of pro­
cedure, which existed only where too little information was 
found on these subjects, and too little attention was given to 
the Mission and its work, should " come out" and be made 
known, than that they should work mischief in the minds of 
weak brethren. The distastefulness to the Conference of 
some of the charges made and questions proposed, was 
again and again emphatically manifest, but it was thought 
advisable not to prevent their expression. 

The suggestions as to home-plans were very valuable. 
Complaints and murmurings should be a reason for holding 
meetings, not for their suspension. Sometimes a missionary 
meeting on the Lord's-day, with addresses, instead of a 
sermon, would be useful; a larger audience would thereby 
be secured. Prayer on the Sabbath for the Mission should 
never be forgotten. Information of the freshest and newest 
character should be promptly and widely circulated. Reports 
should be read and mastered. A Congregational Mission 
Conference might be profitably sought by means of a mission 
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breakfast or otherwise, to meet objections and rcmive doubts 
and misgivings. Ministers would find labour and thought 
on this subject very advantageous. The presence and help 
of intelligent laymen on the platform would be an incal­
culable benefit. There is too little of voluntary unofficial 
labour, and ,re want more of it. We are poor because we 
ha,c no complete and efficient plans of working. Local 
organizations are very defective. Scarcely any churches 
bye a sufficient staff of collectors. Juvenile auxiliaries 
sl10uld be encouraged, for those who begin to love the Mis­
sion in their childhood, love it most and deepest when they 
grow up. The arrangements for public meetings should be 
well made, and punctually observed, and never should the 
platform neglect boldly and manfully to grapple with every 
form of modern objection to mission work. The missionary 
spirit cannot be sustained, still less kindled afresh, by thrice­
told tales and the common-places of traditional rhetoric. Such 
11as the general drift of the observations made by the 
speakers at the Conference. The suggestions and proposals 
of the wTiters of the able and exhaustive papers presented 
were on the whole very fully endorsed. The brethren who 
took part in the discussions were the Revds. Dr. Underwood, 
T. Yates, J. J. Goadby, J. Clifford, M.A., LL.B., T. W. 
Mathews, S. Cox, W. Hill, S. Allsop, E. H. Jackson, C. 
Clarke, B.A., W. Chapman, I. Stubbins, W. R. Stevenson, 
M.A., W. Evans, W. Orton, E. C. Pike, T. Barrass, J. H. 
Atkinson; and Messrs. C. Roberts, R. Johnson, T. W. 
Marshall, R. Argyle, W. B. Bembridge, B. Baldwin, and 
possibly some others. The following were the resolutions, 
unanimously adopted, by which practical expression was given 
to the deliberations of the Conference. Resolved-

1.-That the best thanks of the Conference be presented to the 
Revds. J. C. Pike, H. Crassweller, B.A., and W. Bailey, for their 
valuablP papers, and that they be req nested to place them nt tbe dis­
posal of tbe Missionary Committee for immediate publication. 

2.-That this Conference recommend the M.ission Committee to 
enact as a Jaw through the Association that all Trust Funds on which 
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annuities depend, be henceforward preservecl intact until such annu­
ities Bliull have censecl. 

3.-Tlrnt ministers be requested to place an offer of their service9 
for two Sunclays in the year, with the intervening days, at the disposal 
of the secretaries, for deputation work on behalf of the society. 

4.-That it be an instruction to the se.cretaries to correspond with 
all our churches, with n view to the organization of a thorough working 
auxiliary in connection with every church. 

5.-That we do not think it expedient to send out at once more 
than one missionary and his wife, but that the committee and officers 
of the society be urged to adopt immediate measures for raising the 
income to such ·a sum ns shall suffice to sustain a staff of at least 
seven missionaries. 

In_ the evening a public meeting was held in the chapel ; 
Mr. Alderman Longdon occupied the chair. The Rev. Isaac 
Stubbins, a returned missionary, opened with an interesting 
and touching reference to the toils and self-sacrifice of the 
servants of the Mission in Orissa; the Rev. E. H. Jackson, 
of Castle Donington, in an eloquent and poetical speech, 
spoke of the claims of India upon English Christians; the 
Rev. J. Clifford, M.A., LL.B., of London, answered in a 
most masterly and argumentative way, the objections of 
modern scientific men to missions; the Rev. Giles Hester, 
of Sheffield, dwelt upon the advantages to ministers and 
churches of a careful study and thoughtful consideration of 
the_ various mission fields and their .work; and the Rev. 
W. E. .Winks, of Wisbech, enforced upon all supporters of 
missions, system, method, adequacy, and cheerfulness in 
their contributions. The meeting broke up at a quarter to 
ten, with thanks to the chairman, and a brief devotional 
service. It was one of the best missionary meetings ever 
held on behalf of the Orissa, or any other mission. 
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STATE AND NEEDS OF THE MISSION. 

BY THE REV. J. C. PIKE, OF LEICESTER, 

The Sub-Committee to whom was assigned the duty of 
making the preparatory arrangements for our Conference 
to-day, have requested me to introduce the business by a 
paper on " The State and Needs of the Mission." 

For a considerable time our brethren in Orissa have been 
urging upon us the old Macedonian cry, "Come over and 
help us." .At their last Conference, held at Cuttack in 
November, 1867, "a serious discussion was held on the 
affecting changes that had occurred during the past three or 
four years. It was felt to be a most painful fact, that in 
proportion as their responsibilities had increased, their mis­
sionary strength had been reduced." Their earnest and 
deliberate convictions upon this subject were embodied in 
the following resolution :-" .A.greed, that we earnestly and 
affectionately solicit the early and serious attention of the 
Committee to the present reduced state and gloomy pros­
pects of the Mission ; and record our conviction of the great 
importance of earnest and united prayer at this solemn 
crisis, that the Lord may send forth more labourers from 
home into this wide and important .field, and also raise up 
in this country able and faithful men to proclaim the gospel 
of his grace." 

Since then the providence of God has taken up their case, 
and given fearful intensity to their appeal. One of the 
brethren who united in the passing of that resolution-the 
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one who, speaking after the manner of men, appeared to be 
the strongest, the most robust, the most likely to live for 
many years of useful labour-has received from his Lord the 
summons-" Come up higher." Our laborious and much­
beloved brother, John Orissa Goadby, finished his course on 
the 27th of last July. His death at such a crisis is a loss to 
the Mission that no words of mine can adequately describe, 
and renders the speedy help (before so much desired by our 
brethren) absolutely imperative, if the Mission we all so 
much love is to be sustained. 

Under such circumstances the Committee could not longer 
forbear requesting this meeting of the friends and supporters 
of the Mission, that we might lay the whole case before you, 
and that unitedly, with much humiliation and searching of 
heart, we might all join in laying the matter before our God 
and Father in heaven, and asking from Him wisdom and 
grace in the present emergency. 

Tn.e facts as to the state of the Mission are few, but they 
are sufficiently startling. We have only four brethren in 
Orissa at the present time. 

Mr. Buckley has been out .............. . 24 years. 
Mr. Miller ,, .............. . 23 ,, 
Mr. Taylor ,, .............. . 
Mr. T. "Bailey ,, •...•.......... 

13 ,, 
7 " 

67 
This gives an average of 16¾ years to each. It is usually 

reckoned, I believe, that the mortality among Europeans in 
India is twice or thrice what it is in England. The length 
of time our beloved and honoured brethren Buckley and 
Miller have lived in Orissa, forbids the expectation that 
their labours can be continued many more years. Indeed, 
it is a matter for thankfulness to God that He has given to 
the four brethren just named so good an average of life 
already as 16¾ years. Had the missionaries died as English 
soldiers do, after being out only five or six years, the Mission 
must years ago have become extinct. 

I need not remind you how important and responsible is 
the position of our few missionaries in Orissa. The "care of 
all the churches" devolves on them-the training and super­
intending of the native ministers, the press, the schools, 
and now the charge of some 1300 famine-stricken orphans. 



8 

In the latter they are nobly aided by the sisters of the Mis­
s10n. God has thrust these various departments of labour 
upon our friends, and through them upon us. Great will be 
our honour and reward if we acquit ourselves worthily. The 
encouragements were never gi.·cater than now. In some dis­
tricts the fields appear to be "white already to harvest." 

We rejoice, that although the present state of the Mission 
is critical, and requires the most anxious and prompt atten­
tion, it is not discouraging nor disheartening, but most 
emphatically in every respect the contrary 

I turn now to the Needs of the Mission. 

!.-Every one will expect that I should say-our :first 
need is more missionaries. 

I do not plead for a large number of English missionru;ifS; 
for I am well persuaded that it is impracticable to evangelize 
Orissa, or any other heathen country, simply by Europeans. 
At present we cannot do without some. There should be 
sufficient to take a general oversight of the native churches 
and evangelists, to provide a christian literature for the 
people, to train up fresh nat1ve preachers, and by taking the 
lead in evangelistic labours, to open up fresh centres of use­
fulness to be occupied by the native brethren, and so even­
tually to diffuse the light of the gospel through the length 
and breadth -of the province. Without such a supply of 
English brethren, we shall lose much of the ground already 
gained. 

Viewing the subject from this point, and remembering 
the zealous labours of our American brethren in the North 
of Orissa, I think that in order to the efficient working of 
our portion of the province, we require not less than seven 
English missionaries, in addition to the brother who has the 
charge of the Mission Press. I would apportion them as 
follows :-:-Two to Cuttack and neighbourhood ; two to Piplee, 
as the centre of a large district, perhaps the most promising 
of our purely native communities, and near to Pooree, the 
city of all conceivable abominations on this side of hell, and 
where the Temple of J uggernath has for long ages bid 
defiance to the claims of the true Jehovah. 

Of the remaining three, I would locate two at Berham­
pore, and the third might labour somewhere on the Berham­
pore side-say in the neighbourhood of Russell Condah; or, 
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if the importance ·of the locality demanded it, one brother 
might be spared from Piplee, or from Berhampore, and two 
might specially labour among the Khonds. My impression 
is, that unless we could sustain a larger staff than seven, two 
missionaries for the hill tribes would be a disproportionate 
appropriation of our strength, and more than could be spared 
from the plains. It should be considered that with a staff of 
seven missionaries, we could not calculate upon having more 
than six of them engaged in active service at one time. A 
furlough to England every ten or twelve years is essential to 
the continued health and vigour of the missionary. On this 
calculation rather more than one out of the seven would on 
an average be taking his furlough at home. I think the 
most efficient appropriation for six brethren would be-Two 
to Cuttack, two to Piplee, and two to Berhampore. We 
should on this plan carry out the practice of our Lord, who 
sent forth his disciples "two and two before His face." They 
would be sufficiently far apart to prevent any interruption 
with each other's spheres of labour. Each missionary would 
have plenty of elbow room (indeed, sadly too much if our 
means were only greater), and the whole would be within 
reach for occasional united counsel and fellowship. 

How, then, do the present needs of the Mission as to 
labourers strike us ? 

We hope that the good providence ;of God will permit our 
brother Mr. Brooks to return to his important sphere at the 
Mission Press next summer. We then have in addition to 
him four missionaries only, and we want three more. 

I naturally look to our brethren, W. Bailey or W. Hill, 
to supply , one of these vacancies. They both have their 
hearts in the work. The former would have gone without 
hesitation, but the voice of Divine Providence speaks to him 
distinctly, and says-" You may not go; your work is at 
home for the present." 

Under all the circumstances of the case, and considering 
the many years already spent in the field by our senior mis­
sionaries, what Mr. Buckley calls "an infusion of young 
blood" appears to be essential to the vigour and life of the 
Mission. Two young men are needed ; but seeing that our 
number of missionaries is so limited, they need to be young 
men specially qualified .. In addition to hearts full of love to 
the Saviour and the souls of men, they need to have peculiar 
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In the latter they are nobly aided by the sisters of the Mis­
s10n. God has thrust these various departments of labour 
upon our friends, and through them upon us. Great will be 
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if the importance of the locality demanded it one brother 
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seven missionaries, we could not calculate upon having more 
than six of them engaged in active service at one time. A 
furlough to England every ten or twelve years is essential to 
the continued health and vigour of the missionary. On this 
calculation rather more than one out of the seven would on 
an average be taking his furlough at home. I think the 
most efficient appropriation for six brethren would be-Two 
to Cnttack, two to Piplee, and two to Berhampore. We 
should on this plan carry out the practice of our Lord, who 
sent forth his disciples "two and two before His face." They 
would be sufficiently far apart to prevent any interruption 
with each other's spheres of labour. Each missionary would 
have plenty of elbow room (indeed, sadly too much if our 
means were only greater), and the whole would be within 
reach for occasional united counsel and fellowship. 

How, then, do the present needs of the Mission as to 
labourers strike us ? 

We hope that the good providence of God will permit our 
brother Mr. Brooks to return to his important sphere at the 
Mission Press next summer. We then have in addition to 
him four missionaries only, and we want three more. 

I naturally look to our brethren, W. Bailey or W. Hill, 
to supply one. of these vacancies. They both have their 
hearts in the work. The former would have gone without 
hesitation, but the voice of Divine Providence speaks to him 
distinctly, and says-" You ,may not go; your work is at 
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adaptation for the foreign work. If one needs to be a 
Laeey, a prince among bazaar and festival preachers, the 
other needs to be a Sutton, the man of studious habits, the 
compiler of dictionaries, and translator of the Word of God; 
or, if I may speak of living men, without any invidiousness 
or flattery, if one needs to be an Isaac Stubbins, the other is 
wanted as a John Buckley. 

It is not anybody that will do for a missionary. It is not 
men who cannot get churches at home that are suitable for 
missionaries. The Mission needs, yea, the Lord of the Mis­
sion needs, at this time, the flower of our ministry-the 
truest, the purest, the realist amongst us ; the most robust, 
physically, mentally, and religiously. They should be men 
of some measure of scholarly attainment, of critical genius, 
and well acquainted with the original languages of Holy 
Scripture. At any rate, I think it important, other things 
being equal, and if we may not have both in the same man, 
that one of the two should be a scholar rather than a 
preacher-one who in a few years would be able to take the 
department of translations and literature, now so efficiently 
occupied by our senior brother in the Mission. Where shall 
we seek such men ? We will pray the Lord of the harvest 
to give them to us. He knows the qualifications specially 
required. He knows the very men-who they are, and 
where they are at this moment. May His Spirit prompt 
them to say, "Here are we, send us." At any rate our 
gathering here to-day is for the very purpose of carrying out 
the Saviour's own direction for an emergency like this,-the 
harvest so plenteous and the labourers so few. "Pray ye, 
therefore, the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth 
labourers into his harvest." 

II.-Our second need is increased funds to sustain a 
slightly larger staff of missionaries. 

I do not appear before you to-day as an advocate of 
extreme measures. Indeed, I rather fear some friends may 
be disposed to blame the moderation of my suggestions, as 
not sufficiently " go-ahead." Should it be so, all I can say 
to such brethren is-" Give me any practical, workable 
scheme, and I will try to keep pace with the fl~etest of you." 
My aim has been purposely not to say anything rashly. I 
will not, as one esteemed brother fears, weary oilt the best 
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friends of the society by special appeals for money ; and 
most assuredly I will not advise that, under the influence of 
a generous but transient enthusiasm, we should plunge our­
selves again into debt and difficulty. I content myself by 
asking whether we cannot unitedJy devise some measures 
for bringing up the income of our Society to the necessary 
amount. 

Let me, however, first mention the amount ·of income 
n~cessary in order to carry out the plan I have sketched, 
VIZ.:-

£, s. d. 
Salaries of six missionaries in India, at 

£200 each ............ .-. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1200 0 0 
Incidental expenses of do., £20 each ...... 120 0 0 
Children of do., say £50 for each missionary 300 0 0 
One missionary in England, say ........... -: 150 0 0 
Native preachers ..................... : .. ······ 300 0 0 
Schools and College . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 0 0 
Passage money-a yearly average . . . . . . . . . 200 0 0 
Home Expenses - Secretaries, Interest, 

Travelling, Printing Reports, Heralds, 
Boxes, Collecting Books, Photographs, 
and Incidentals, say........................ 450 0 0 

Making a total of ............ £2920 0 0 
In several instances my estimate exceeds the sum the 

Society actually pays ; but to cover all contingencies, a home 
income of £3,000 11ryear would be ample. With this we 
could keep clear of debt, and carry on the good work 
efficiently. 

Our home income last year, exclusive of legacies and 
sacramental collections, was £2,524 9s. Id. The addition of 
£395 10s. lld.-not quite £400-would have brought it 
up to my estimate. Speaking, then, in round numbers, we 
have now a home income of £2,500 ; we want another 
.£500; in all £3,000 a-year, and then there is nothing, 
humanly speaking, to prevent a prosperous and happy career 
for years to come in behalf of the Mission which God has 
already so greatly honoured and blessed. 

One of the largest American societies, " The American 
Board," have a Prudential Committee, for the special man­
agement of the home and financial affairs of the Mission. 
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Their arnmal meetings a.re held in the month of October. 
The Prndential Committee meet at the same time, and 
decide npon the amount that will be required to meet the 
expenses of the next year. At the meeting in October this 
year, they reported, we shall want 600,000 dollars ; and it 
was determined to recommend the churches to raise that 
sum. They arc often fearful and apprehensive of a de­
ficiency ; for it is "ith them as with us-a large part of the 
income of the year is received within a few weeks, or even 
days of the annual meeting. When there is serious reason 
to apprehend a deficiency, they make it known to the 
churches beforehand. Speaking in a former report of the 
alternative between a debt and special appeals, they remark:-

" There are three ways of avoiding such expedients. 1st. 
W c can . reduce the appropriations to so low a point, that 
there will be little or no danger of an insufficient income. 
But if we begin this experiment, we may expect to repeat it, 
till the prosperity of our Missions shall have departed for 
ever. 2nd. In case of a deficit, it can take the form of a 
debt, to be liquidated at some future time. In this con­
tingency, however, we shalr probably find ourselves driven, 
in the end, to the necessity of electing between an appeal, at 
a manifest disadvantage, or disastrous curtailment. 3rd. 
The churches, after being seasonably informed of the am0Ui11t 
to be expended, can transmit the same to the treasurer 
spontaneously and promptly. This certainly is the more 
excellent way." 

The object of my paper is to state the needs of the Mis­
sion, not how to meet them. Otherwise I might work a few 
sums in arithmetic, and show that the whole General Baptist 
Connexion really could raise an income of £3,000 a-year for 
its Orissa Mission! We are more than 20,000 strong. I 
might tell you that an extra sixpence a year from each of the 
members of our churches would more than realize the addi­
tional £500 that we need ; that an average contribution of 
one penny a week from our church members ·would raise 
over four thousand three hundred and fifty pounds, or 
£1,450 more than my estimate of our urgent needs; and 
that a contribution of three shillings only a year from each 
member or about three farthings a week, would be sufficient. 
I need ~wt remind you this leaves all contributions from 
friends not members of our churches, and the larger sub-
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scriptions of the more affluent members, and public col­
lections too, to set against the deficiency arising from such 
members in om community as either have not the ability or 
the heart to give three farthings a week as their contribution 
towards the evangelization of a lost and mined world ! My 
suggestion is simply this: that we all here to-day form " The 
Prudential Committee" of the General Baptist Missionary 
Society. That we resolve that the income for the current 
year must not be less than £3,000, and that we return to 
our l).omes in faith and prayer, determined that this ammmt 
shall be forthcoming before our next Annual Association. 

III.-Our third and last need is a more heartv and 
prayerful interest in the work of the Mission by all our 
ministers and churches. 

How can this be secured ? We want every minister and 
every member of our churches to be so identified with the 
Mission as to feel-" This is MY Mission. These brethren 
and sisters are gone to· Orissa as my representatives ; I will 
daily pray for them, and sustain them according to my 
means, as I would my own children when absent from me." 
Beloved brethren, pray tell us how we may enJist such 
genuine and general sympathy and interest in our great 
work. 

We publish information; but then many friends will not 
take the trouble to read what we publish. Quarterly Heralds 
are sometimes thrust aside as waste paper. Reports are 
thought to be very dry and uninteresting. 

We send deputations; and it has been said, although I 
have not heard it in reference to our own brethren, they tell 
the old tales over again, until we could almost wish that the 
bears, or lions, or tigers, or crocodiles, had really munched 
up the missionary ; for we are dreadfully tired of hearing 
his tales. 

But seriously-and I can assme you it is in no spirit of 
jocoseness I have prepared this paper ; it has rather seemed 
as though a bmden of the Lord was weighing me down ; I 
consider this to be one of the most difficult problems we 
have to solve-how to secure an intelligent interest in the 
work of our Mission on the part of friends throughout the 
Connexion. If we can only get this, I for one have no fear 
about the money. 
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The London Missionary Society are trying hard to grapple 
with the same difficulty, and to diffuse a general interest in 
their missionary work throughout the Congregational body. 
I find, on referring to their last report, a list of nearly 400 
directors of the London Missionary Society in all parts of 
the United Kingdom. Printed abstracts of letters, received 
from the missionaries in different parts of the world, are fur­
nished periodically by book-post to the directors. These 
papers state, "Printed for the use of the directors only." 

The effect of this plan is, that a director living in the 
extreme North of Scotland, or the far West of Ireland, is 
nearly as well "posted-up" in all that relates to the society's 
work, as if he lived at the Mission-house in London. The 
plan must involve considerable labour and expense. It is 
easy to see that it must have many advantages. 

For myself, and although without consulting my brother 
secretary, I am sure I may speak for him also-we 
would begrudge no time nor labour that might tend to 
secme the hearty sympathy and co-operation of our minis­
ters and friends throughout the Connexion. THIS IS ONE 
OF OUR GREATEST NEEDS. 

I thank you, dear brethren, for the patient hearing you 
have given to these remarks ; and again commend to your 
earnest and prayerful consideration the whole quesilion as 
to " The State and Needs of our Mission." 



OUR ORGANIZATION AND PLANS 
OF 

HOME OPERATION. 

BY THE REV. H. CRASSWELLER, B.A., OF DERBY. 

I AM not responsible for the subject of this paper. It was 
dictated to me by the Committee of Preparation for this 
Conference ; and, it may be added, the task of treating it 
was accepted by me with real reluctance. It is proper, also, 
to state that it was accepted on the express condition that I 
am to be allowed perfect freedom of speech. . Whatever I 
may feel it right to say, the officers of the Society, and the 
members of the Committee, are pledged to take no offence, 
but to give me full credit for pure motives, and for brotherly 
feelings. Nor am I bound to confine myself, rigidly, to the 
topic just announced, but am to be allowed such range and 
latitude as it may appear to me necessary to take. The 
allotted time being short, and the paper itself being far less 
important than the discussion it is meant to provoke, I 
plunge at once in medias res. 

The stipulation just referred to fitly introduces the first 
suggestion that will be made. It is, that we should speak 
and hear, as perfectly exercising the spirit of charity. We 
always meet as Christian brethren; and it ought, therefore, 
to be unnecessary and wrong, either to impute motives, or to 
suspect that they are imputed to us. Unless this be, without 
exception, the' accepted law of our conduct, the truth must 
suffer, and frankness in discussion be impossible. If real 
reason be given us to fear, that the honest expression of our 
opinions will be set down to any other cause than the true 
one-viz., to the interest we, in common with all, feel in the 
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matter in hand; or, if we, on our part, ascribe to any cause 
but this what is said or done by others ; our minds will be 
clouded, and the irritation of personal feeling will preclude 
soundness of judgment. It is submitted, then, that the 
SPIRIT OF TOUCHINESS should be banished from this Confer­
ence, and for mTer from our Mission Committee meetings as 
well. To be thin-skinned when any criticism is passed in the 
councils of Christian men, on the management of matters 
which are under our care, is less a proof that we are jealous 
of our honour, than it is that our honour is vulnerable : it 
lowers our just influence, lessens the number of our friends, 
and padlocks the lips of truth. Our Mission deliberations 
are always opened with a petition for the help of the Spirit 
of wisdom and love; and let it, therefore, be henceforth 
remembered, that whoever after that lets feeling warp his 
mind or raise his temper, does, though from Christian lips, 
give thereby a practical denial to the utility of prayer, and 
smites with an affronting blow the face of the good Provi­
dence of God ! 

An inquiry into our Organization and Plans of Home 
Operation raises the two points of their econoniy and 
efficiency. These will be kept, as far as possible, distinct. 
We begin with the question of the Secretariat, and W\l give 
first of all a few of the facts of it. It is asked, What propor­
tion does the cost of working the Mission bear to its income ? 
Now there was paid last year for home management the sum 
of £439 12s. 9d.-a sum which includes the salaries of the 
Secretaries, the cost of supplies for missionaries, of travel­
ling, of publications, and as well of incide_ntal expenditure­
and, since the whole of the Home mcome was then 
£3,174 I0s. 0d., the cost of management was about 13½ per 
cent. Or, if disposed to, we may take another view. 
Deducting from the Home income such sums as are properly 
the Treasurer's care, and require, therefore, but little, if any, 
attention from the Secretaries, it is found to amount to 
£2 577 10s. IOd.; in which case, the cost of management 
be~g of course stationary, would rise from 13½ to 17 per cent. 

Again : we may next turn these figures round, and look 
at them from a new, and at fast, a startling point of view. 
The whole cost at home of carrying on the Society is much 
larger than the cost just gi~en as that of m~nagement, a!1d 
is, of course, to be ascertamed by subtractmg the momes 
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actually sent abroad from those which are given to be sent 
abroad. The difference will shew what were our liabilities 
last year. Now the General Purpose Fund, and the Special 
Fund, of our own subscribers, together amounted to 
£2,848 14s. 3d. Of this sum there reached India, or was 
spent at home on the Indian account, £2,049 ls. 2d. In 
other words, there was detained at home to meet our 
liabilities, and was consequently diverted from its proper 
channel, the sum of £799 13s. Id.-or almost enough to 
support three missionaries and their families in the field. 

I propose to deal with the latter point first. On inspec­
tion it is found to be by no means so alarming as it appears. 
Two large and legitimate items must be deducted from it-­
one, that of the £439 12s. 9d. for the cost of management; 
and the other, that of £259 15s. 8d., which, owing to the 
comparatively small amount paid during the year for sea 
passages, became available for the reduction of the debt due 
to the Treasurer. Leaving also out of the account what was 
paid in interest to the Bankers, there remains a balance of 
£70 5s. 0d. It is to this I ask your attention. It consists 
of £50 paid. on account of the conditional legacy left the 
Society by the late Dr. Sutton ; and of £20 5s. 0d. paid on 
account of a like legacy bequeathed by the late Miss Barnes, 
of St. Ives. It is not material to the question which will be 
raised, for us to know when these charges will cease. Both 
these sums were given, not in the usual way of bequest, but 
in the less common one of being subject to annuities­
annuities which are of course terminable only on the death of 
the annuitants. Now ( at least as I understand the principles 
of finance), such bequests ought to be invested as soon as 
they are received, and then as long as is necessary be kept 
invested; in which case the interest they produce will be a 
set-off against the annuities they involve, and the principal 
will come into the Society's hands immediately those annui­
ties end. A conditional legacy cannot, properly speaking, 
become property until the conditions annexed to it are ful­
filled. Only then, and not before, can they be regarded as 
estate. But what· has really happened ? Briefly this-that 
one of these two legacies has disappeared, and a part of the 
other has been diverted. Miss Barnes' was appropriated 
eight years since, to what is called in the balance sheet " the 
Society's use"-which means, it is presumed, the reduction 
of the then-existing debt. We owe, consequently, less by 
£450 than we should have done. It is strongly doubted, 
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liowc,er, whether this is 11ot cause rather for i;;on·ow Limn 
n:joil·ing, for \\·e still hiwe to pay a,rny £20 annually out of 
onr scanty resources for the cake we have eaten, but should 
yet have to cat, if only the debt had been defrayed in the 
usual way. The money has gone, though the charge on it 
remains. As this is a bye-gone, it would not be referred to, 
had it not, in a certain sense, been taken as a precedent. 
The thin end of the same wedge of treatment was last year 
driven into Dr. Sutton's fund. To use the polite phrase of 
the balance sheet, there '\\as "bonowed" from it £373 13s., 
which sum was duly audited as a part of the balance due ta 
the Treasurer. No sign has been given of its reinvestment; 
for anything that is known it may never be reinvested; it 
is possible-nay, probable-that the process of disintegration 
will go on, until, like the other, this legacy vanishes; and it 
is accordingly urged both with confidence and energy, that 
such appropriation, or diversion, or "borrowing"-call it 
what you will-is, not to put too fine a point upon it, as 
unsound in morals as it is in finance. If John Smith is 
receiver to an estate .A., and is at the same time trustee to a 
separate fµnd belonging to it, B., no court would hold him 
blameless if he permanently "borrowed" from the fund to 
meet the separate liabilities of the estate. Nor ought we to 
tolerate similar conduct. In a day when the systeni of com­
mercial finance is, on all hands, condemned as being largely 
rotten, we cannot be too jealous of our own ; and this part. 
of ours is, it is submitted, unquestionably unsound. This, 
then, introduces the first practical suggestion that will be 
offered touching .our management. It is, that there should 
go from this Conference to the Committee, a respectful, but 
emphatic and unanimous request, that the amount which has 
been taken from it should without delay be repaid to Dr. 
Sutton's fund. If this be done, it will yield about as much 
as it costs ; 'but with this great difference, that a trust will 
have been respected, and that, whenever the charges on it 
cease, the Society will be the richer by one thousand pounds. 

Having for the sake of convenience inverted the points 
which have been started, we now return to speak of the 
Secretariat. Whether for a small society like ours two 
Secretaries are a luxury, or a need, is not a point on which I 
feel quite competent to pronounce. .All I can do is to pre­
pare it for discussion, and to state the somewhat unsteady 
opinion I have formed. One thing, however, is quite clear, 
and that is, that we get our Secretaries at a cheap rate, and 
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that they work their office economically. We claim the 
whole time of one of them, and part of the time of the 
other, and yet we pay them together only just a half of what 
the other Baptist Missionary Society pays ear:h of itR two 
Sec_rctaries. Those gentlemen receive £400 a year a-piece, 
while our Secretaries have but £200 a year between them. 
Moreover, we have no Mission House expenses to pay; and 
it is due to our Travelling Secretary to state, that much as 
he goes about, his railway, and where needed, hotel expenses, 
never exceed £50, and constantly fall short of it. It is also 
to be remembered that costly, perhaps, as compared with our 
funds our machinery is, it would be far less so than now if 
those funds were half as large again. Its expensiveness is 
really owing to the accident of our littleness. If a man in 
business must have a foreman, he will pay him no more for 
superintending eight men than for superintending five; and 
if we must have two Secretaries, we must pay them as much 
for seeing to £3,000 as we should for seeing to £4,500. I 
have carefully, jealously even, examined the cost of manage­
ment, minutely going over it item by item, and the conclu­
sion I-have come to is, that it is quite eponomical, and can­
not be reduced. It is for those who dissent from this view 
to state theirs with equal candour. 

This seems to be the right place for tendering these 
brethren, and our rather large staff of returned missionaries, 
a little very respectful advice. It is laid, deferentially, at 
their feet as a group, so that the minimum risk may be run 
of being invidious on the one hand, and unfaithful on the 
other. It is submitted to them, then, that all business 
letters, but especially those which relate to public meetings, 
should be promptly replied to ; that it is due to such meet­
ings that the attendance of the speakers should be punctual ; 
that whoever deals largely in anecdotes should keep a well­
posted ledger account of them, in order to avoid their repe­
tition at the same place ; that under no circumstances, should 
an anecdote be related which is (say) more than ten years 
old ; that thankful as we are, and ever must be, for the con­
version of the l!],te Gunga Dhor, it is possible we may hear 
of him to weariness, and that the incessant repetition of his 
name may create the undesirable . impression, that he is 
almost the only convert our Mission has known ; that the 
practice of singing a little hymn in the Oriya ; of telling us 
what is the vernacular for "How doth the little busv bee"­
" It is a fine morning"-" Will you have some more rice ?" 
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being about as intelligible as would be a chnunt in a dialect 
of the Cannibal Islands, and subserving about as useful an 
end: is, after nll, a frittering away of great opportunities, a 
weakening of the power of the speakers, and an act of con­
tempt done on the intelligence of the audience. These 
suggestions, which are themselves suggestive of a few more, 
are presented as a passing contribution to the efficiency of 
our great work. 

I have next to place before the Conference some statistics 
connected with the missionary work of our churches, as pre­
liminarv to certain observations to be founded on them. 
This is 'the most difficult and delicate part of my duty, and 
one that cannot be performed without the appearance of 
personality. Indeed I must be personal if I am to be honest, 
and since I am bound to be the latter, I may crave the 
generous indulgence of my brethren in being the former. 
The vital question will be found to be, not whether particular 
references that will be made are right or wrong, but whether 
I am right in the main ; and if I am, what practical remedies 
the state of the Mission demands. The facts presented are 
collected almost exclusively from last year's Report. Our 
Connexion is composed of 154 churches, of which 41, or 
more than a fourth, give nothing to the funds. Of these 
churches nine contain from 70 to 100 members; five from 
100 to 150 : and three from 150 to 180. The aggregate of 
their membership_ is 2551-or about an eighth of the whole 
denomination. Of subscribers in our churches of a sovereign 
a year, and upwards, we have fewer than 250--or less than 
one in 80. Among these there are but ten subscribers of £5, 
three of £10, and two of £20. It is also more than probable, 
that if the returns of subscribing churches could be accu­
rately analysed, it would be found that nearly three-fifths of 
our members do not subscribe at all. The broad, general 
inference to be drawn is, that as yet our churches most im­
perfectly understand their responsibility in respect to the 
Mission ; and as the soundness of this depends on a more 
particular inquiry, delicate !)-S, it is, I proceed to furnish my 
instalment of it. The instances taken are, of course, sam­
ples only, and not intended to be exhaustive. As becomes 
me, I begin with the church at St. Mary's Gate, Derby. It 
raised last year for the Mission £96 15s. 0d., or nearly £10 
more than any chnrch in the body, and £21 more than it 
did the year before; and yet, although it returns upwards of 
500 members, but 56 of them subscribe largely enough to 
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secure the insertion of their names in the Report. It is 
submitted at once, that although this is an improved con­
dition of things, and one for which, therefore, they ought to 
be grateful, it is not one with which the pastor and officers 
of this church should be quite content. And further; since 
in these and the following statistics, the monies rnised by 
the Juvenile Societies are of necessity omitted, except when 
the collectors return the names of subscribers ; it is asked, 
whether, valuable, and indispensable even, as these Societies 
undoubtedly are, they do not sometimes trench on the work 
of the larger auxiliaries ?-and whether, therefore, the most 
jealous watchfulness is not required, lest they afford a shelter 
for the parsimonious from whom larger gifts are to be expected 
than they exist to receive. It is believed, that if the whole 
truth were known, many persons would be found to be con­
tributing under cover of them of but a penny, or twopence, 
a week; who ought to contribute ten shillings, or a sovereign, 
a year; and that great care is. therefore required, lest in 
some _cases, the apparent increase of their funds should, after 
all, be so far a real loss to the nett funds of the Society. 
The case of the Church at Osmaston Road is the next that 
will be cited, and as it had not a minister last year, and was 
therefore possibly a little dis-arranged in these matters, the 
statistics of it will be taken from the 1867 report. It then 
consisted of two hundred and ninety-five members, and 
raised the considerable sum of .£103 l 3s. 6d.; but of this 
amount nearly two fifths was given by two persons, and the 
subscription list contains altogether but twenty-six names, 
or less than one in eleven. From Derby we pass on, as 
neighbourly courtesy demands, to Nottingham ; and there 
we find that the Broad Street church, with three hundred 
and fifty-five members, furnished but twenty-nine subscri­
bers, or one in twelve; ten of whom moreover gave but 
five shillings or less :-but the church at Mansfield Road 
with three hundred and thirty-nine members, contributed 
but .£26, that it had but thirteen subscribers, or but one in 
twenty-seven :-and that the Stoney Street church with a 
roll of five huµdred and fifty-seven members, raised but 
.£42, that it furnished but seventeen subscribers, or one in 
thirty-one; of which limited number seven gave five shillings 
or less. In other words these three churches, which contain 
twelve hundred and thirty-one members ; which constitute 
more than a twentieth part of the denomination, and which 
are not only in a large centre of industry and wealth, but 
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possess more than the usual proportion of wealthy members, 
together gave but three more subscribers, and but £16 more 
than l't single church near them, whose membership is less 
than their's is by quite seven hundred. These facts are, 
through this Conference, respectfull_y presented to such of 
their ministers, and members, as happen to be present. It 
is possible that there may be an unlmown something in the 
locality which would account for them, for the church at Old 
Basford, with one hundred and ninety-seven members, con­
tributed but .£4 3s. 6d. Three more cases will close this 
short selected list of illustrations, one which, unhappily, might 
easily be enlarged. The first is that of a church in Lanca­
shire, the united contributions of whose one hundred and 
eighty-five members, were but .£2; one half of which was 
given by a single friend; and which, the previous year, 
whilst raising nearly .£11, sent no subscriber. The second 
is that of a church in- Lincolnshire whose three hundred and 
eighty-nine members contributed but .£27 lSs. Sd., and which 
has, apparently, but two subscribers; whilst last,year its con­
tributions were but .£32, and its subscribers numbered but 
five. And lastly there is an instance which seems even more 
remarkable :-a church which has two ministers an:d . may 
therefore, be fairly supposed to be well• worked; which 
claims to have more than 500 members, but which, though 
its annual collPction was much above the average, yielded 
but four subscribers, one of whom is one of the pastors: An 
examination of the Reports of the two years immediately 
preceding, gives results respecting it which are substantially 
the same. There are, however, several very bright eAcep­
tions for which we cannot but be deeply grateful: as for 
instance, for Knipton, where a little fellowship of seven 
persons positively had its annual collection, sent three sub­
scribers, and raised .£13; for Ilkeston and Newthorpe, 
which, under the care of the Rev. J. Stevenson, has im­
proved upon next to nothing by a clear .£20 ; and for 
Tarporley, whose 52 members can devote .£50 to the Mis­
sion, and of their small number present it with 22 sub­
scribers. There is no need to go further into detail. These 
examples will suffice; and you will, I am sure, believe they 
have been selected impartially-from no lower motive than 
that of fidelity to truth. 

It remains.now to generalise these facts, and to lay before 
the Conference the suggestions they give rise to. Taking 
for granted, both that they reveal a condition of things with 
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which we must be righteousl.v discontentPd, and the wisdom 
of existing arrangements; the main questions are-what are 
the proper remedies to be applied, and how can we further 
develope our r?sources? And here we may lay it down as 
tl1e leading proposition, that the cure for such evils as we 
deplo~e,. and the means of improvement, are possessed by 
the mm1sters and officers of our church. If we were what 
we should be, and were doing what we should do by the Mis­
sion, it would be as oil and steam to the machinery. It is 
easy enough to find fault with others; the necessary, but 
difficult thing is to purge out blameworthiness from our­
selves. Are we really interested in missionary work, and 
therefore able to interest our friends? Has the Cross, 
interpreting to us the command-" Go ye out into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every creature," so filled our 
heart with the spirit of its sacrifice, that joyfully, and not of 
constraint, we take up the glad duty it imposes? Does our 
acquaintance with missionary facts, does our intercourse witb. 
our fellow-members, do our prayers and our sermons, bear 
an indisputable witness that our hearts' desire for the heathen 
is that they may be saved? In a word, b.ave we caught that 
living missionary spirit. which inspires its subjects to give 
where they cannot work; to sustain others in doing what 
personally they are not bidden to touch ; and which, where­
ever it is found, spreads with something of the contagion of 
a divine enthusiasm from a mn.n to men, and from a church 
to churches? If not, we may perfect our executive till it 
has become the cheapest and completest thing of the kind, 
and yet it will only be as a costly but un-fuelled engine on 
the rails. The blot; the root of the matter; the seat of our 
languor and feebleness is here. Righting that we right all. 
Leaving that untouched, every improvement that we can 
devise will only be transient as is the deceitful convalescence 
of the consumptive. Brethren, it is to a fuller missionary 
life we must look for a larger missionary work. If only we 
can secure a copious infusion of that personal love for it, 
which loses all painful sense of personal accountableness, in 
the glad, eager devotion, which is at once the necessity- and 
the reward of the new nature; we shall straightway be lifted 
out of apathy and complaint into saintly zeal and praise, and 
shall force our Secretaries and our Committee with us, over 
every obstacle into an unwonted triumph. 

It would be very wrong, however, to speak as if we were 
wholly destitute of this animating principle ; and I proceed, 
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therefore, to speci(y three possible means of improvement 
with which the paper will be closed. The first, is that of 
larger comprehension in our local arrangements. I hold it 
to be, as the prevailing rule, best that the missionary ser­
,·ices should be conducted by the ministers of the place, that 
they should preach the annual sermons, and do the bulk of 
the annual speaking. \Vhere there are two or more churches 
in a town, let there be--whatever the Deacons' Vestry may 
say to the contrary-a half-day interchange of pulpits ; let 
the auxiliaries of the churches act as though they were one, 
and let the churches combine to hold one good public meet­
ing, instead of two or three poor ones. It is of a piece with 
this, that where the want of a deputation is felt, the churches 
in a given district should arrange to receive him at the same 
time; and then the ground will not have to be trodden over 
more than once, and travelling expenses will often be divided 
by five. These changes cannot be eft'ected without mutual 
concession, and in some cases without some loss to the 
collecti0ns ; but, on the whole, the baianee will be largely on 
the right side ; and this coveted good will be gained, that the 
necessity for a travelling secretary will at last cease to 
exist, and the wicked isolation and jealo11sies of sis~er 
ehurches,-churches which in the eye of Christ are not two 
or three, but only one,-being rebuked, they will be drawn 
together into something of a real unity. · 

Secondly. Much may be done by imp()rting a new element 
into our deputations. At present we almost wholly rely 
for this department of our work on our Secretaries. They 
may be good men, and good speakers, but the more they are 
kept at home the better. It is utterly beyond human ability 
for anybody to lead the wandering life one of them neces­
sarily does, with its stereotyped round of journeyings and 
talking, without some impoverishment of mind and mnch 
loss of freshness. The same tale cannot be told ii:fty, or a 
hundred, or perhaps two hundred trmes a year, without even 
tbose who hear it for the :first time knowing that :it is the 
same tale; and without, therefore, defeating in a large 
measure the end that has to be gained. Moreover-in my 
idea of him at least-a Secretary is not empl()yed so much 
to do the work, as to see that it is done, and to keep others 
at it. He is not to be our proxy, bnt our agent and our 
memory ; and we, for the sake of ()ur common Master, are 
to be his very humble servants. If we so employ him, that 
he stands between us and personal effort, we are perpe-
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trating a great wrong; and we must rectiry it by command­
ing him to stand 011 one side. And here I wish to see two 
principal things. Tbe first and most important, is tbe 
employment of our intelligent christian la_ymen. They are 
among the foremost to find fault; they are the most critical 
on the Society's management and its balance sheet; but the 
most silent on our missionary platforms. Let us give them 
some deputation work to do. They can speak fluently on 
political questions; they can preach admirably at our sta­
tions ; and there will be a racy freshness in tbeir talk that 
will act as a magic charm. This duty is as much theirs as 
it is ours; and I venture to add, that as a rule, they can, if 
they will, find as much leisure for its discharge ; while they 
are free from the drawback which harasses us, that people 
are weary of hearing our voices, with every intonation of 
which they are perfectly familiar. It 'will be a wise and 
telling deed to put the more gifted of them in the front. 
Their knowledge of men and things; the common sense 
view of them they usually take; the naturalness of their 
speech; their freedom in it from theologic twang; the con­
sciousness of their hearers that they are not professionally 
filling a part; will endue their gifts with unusual power, and 
conspire to mark them out, as the very men for a work 
whose performance would react with signal benefit on 
themselves. 

The next desirable change just hinted at is, that our 
ministers, and especially our leading ministers, should lend 
themselves more freely to deputation work for the Society. 
They cannot do it without some self-denial ; but they can 
do it with, and the exigencies of the Mission seem to require 
that they should. The plain truth is, that it is a blemish 
to maintain a professional advocate. Our Secretariat should 
be regarded as a sort of head-quarters, where the year's 
campaign is early mapped out, and arranged; where work 
is prepared for, and posts are assigned to, the volunteer 
soldiers in the camp ; and if this, its true intention, were 
realized, thl;) need for its being costly, because duplicate, 
would become small by degrees and beautifully less; an item 
much grumbled at would disappear, and the business would 
be even better transacted. Nor can we easily overrate the 
advantages which would accrue to our ministers, and through 
them to the churches. A false dependance on external 
official aid would be cut away ; and being compelled to 
familiarize themselves with its facts, they would be brought 
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en mp7,01·t with our enterprize. They would feel an increased 
interest in what is being, and yet needs to be, done, if the 
opaque screen of the Secretariat, interposing no longer be­
tween it and them, their eye looked direct on to, and their 
hand freely mingled with, the inspiring scene of operations. 
On!,, let us understand what it is that is wanted. It is that 
con~enting brethren-and conspicuous among them should 
be such as are conspicuous by position-should put their 
ser,·ices for a given period every year,-say for two Lord's­
days, with the intervening time,-into the Secretaries' hands 
without any reservation, that they may do with them, after 
they have consulted the churches, precisely as they will. We 
must be prepared to go where we are sent ;-not electing 
our own routes; nor huffing and grumbling, should poorer 
districts be assigned, as though a slight were put on us ; but 
obediently, as having a simple desire to do the best we can 
for the Mission, and as remembering that small churches need 
help even more than do large ones. The que,tion being 
shortly put from the Chair :-Shall we do this? if is trusted 
that the response will be a hearty and unanimous " yea." 

:Finally: has not the time come for our speakers to deal 
rather with teaching than with tales ; and for our preachers 
to enforce christian giving, less by appeals to duty, than by 
demonstrating that it is of the very essence of the Gospel? 
No doubt we do want both facts and anecdotes on the plat­
form, but we want the enunciation of principles more. The 
primary intention of our missionary meetings is to instruct 
the people, not to amuse them;' and, therefore, their intelli­
gence, and conscience, ought to be considered rather than 
their pleasure. We all know something of the increasing 
difficulty there is in getting them, and particularly the more 
influential of them, to attend; and if, as they broadly allege 
is the case, it is because when they do come they are tickled 
instead of tauc,ht; who amongst us does not sympathize in 
the plea? A larger-handed grasp of the pl'inciples at stake; 
a clearer perception of the great work and its relations ; and 
a more generous respect for the conscience'and acumen of 
the audience; will, it is firmly believed, do more almost than 
anything else, to revive the flagging interest we deplore. 
And as a model nearly of what i,~ intended, I may be per­
mitted to refer to Mr. Clifford's speech at Bristol: not the 
most popular, perhaps, which was delivered there, but one 
which will assuredly be found to have left its mark, and to 
be successfully advocating the cause of Missions, when much 
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which at the time was more taking bas ceased to be remem­
bered. Such speaking, done according to the measure of our 
gift, would require closer study and more careful preparation ; 
but it would redeem our platforms from whatever is ad 
captandum and silly, and be an incalculable gain in power. 

And it is to this very alteration, brought to bear upon 
Christian economics in the pulpit, we must look for the 
permanent augmentation of our funds. It is sheer absur­
dity to ascribe their scantiness, as we constantly do, to the 
poverty of our people. They are comparatively poor; but 
poverty is not penuriousness, any more than wealth is 
liberality. The truth is, that we are too fastidious in speak­
ing of money, and that when we do speak of it, it is often as 
though we thought those who beard us were J ews,-not 
under grace but µnder the law. We pelt them with the 
fragments, sometimes heavy, almost as those of the old 
tables of stone, _of a broken commandment ; we brandish 
before their shrinking eyes the terrific scourge of our sta­
tistics, instead of trying to make them feel the constraint of 
the Love which redeemed them ; and to make them under­
stand, that spontaneous, and systematic, liberality, is a sure 
fruit of the work in them of salvation,-an outcome of the 
influence inevitably exerted b_y an accepted Cross. For 
giving is of t.he very essence of the Gospel, and we preach 
the Gospel just as truly when, in season, we proclaim it to 
be so; as when we seek by it the conversion of the soul. Then 
talk about money becomes spiritual ; it is secular no more. To 
confine ourselves to strong appeals, mingled as they often 
are with inconsiderate scoldings, is to be content with what 
is not most but least. It is to do worse than put out the 
eyes ,of it, it is to denude of its strength-giving locks, the 
Samson of our Christianity. The principle of giving first, 
and then appeal as based on it; that is the true order. For 
the great desideratum is not a faultlessly constructed Ex­
ecutive; it is not even an exchequer filled to overflowing; 
it is, as Mr. Clifford aptly said, "Christ in the conscience;" 
and, we mav add, because there, Christ the Lord of the 
man's conscience, and therefore of his purse. Let our col­
lections be occasionally prefaced by this teaching, and our 
missionary work be seen avowedly to rest on it; and then 
the stream of liberality will flow both large and pure ; and, 
as a branch of the river of the water of life, it, also, will be 
for the healing of the nations. 



NATIVE AGENCY. 

BY THE REY. W. BAILEY, LATE MISSIONARY AT BERHAMPORE, 
GANJAM. INDIA. 

IF it be a fact that the boundary line of the great continent 
of India is not less than 11,260 miles, and -if one-sixth of the 
population of the globe is to be found within its vast boun­
daries, it will easily be seen that its numerous races and' 
peoples can never be evangelized by Europeans. - From our 
earliest connections with India, the officers of the Hon. East 
India Company were not slow to perceive that it would be 
impossible to retain our possessions in the East,- except by 
the employment of natives. Before the mutiny the native 
army exceeded half-a-million, while the European army in 
India scarcely ever reached 40,000; so that our conquests, 
which have excited the envy and wonder of the world, have 
been mainly secured by native soldiers fighting our battles. 
For many years it was not thought safe to place natives in 
any positions of trust in connection with our civil adminis­
tration; but latterly, for the safety and consolidation of the· 
Empire, it has been considered the part of wisdom to allow 
all natives, irrespective of caste or creed, to compete for the 
various branches of the civil service. 

Her gracious Majesty, in proclaiming herself as the Queen 
of India, says-" It is onr royal will and pleasure, that, so 
far as may be, our suqjects of whatever race or creed, be 
freely and impartially admitted to offices in our own service, 
the duties of which they may be qualified by their education 
and integrity to discharge." So that now we have native 
magistrates, judges, surgeons, physicians, barristers, engi­
gineers, surve_yors, members of the Legislative Councils in 
the three Presidencies, members of the Supreme Courts, and 
also of the Governor General's Council in Calcqtta. The 
Hon. Mr. Maine, in his report of the Converts Re-marriage 
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Bill, states how greatly indebted he was to two native mem­
bers of the Supreme Council-the Maharajahs ofVizianagrum 
and of Burdwan-for their wise and judicious suggestions. 
And it is worthy of note that the chief seat in the Calcutta 
University is filied by a native. Physically and morally, the 
native may suffer by comparison with the Anglo-1:!axon, but 
let him have the same advantages, and he will be found in 
mental power and ability equal to any of the nations of 
Europe. If the children of this world have been thus wise 
in their generation, what shall we say of. the children of 
light? Have they been as keenly sensible of the importance 
of sending native apostles to the gentiles, and of training 
"pastors and teachers for the work of the ministry, and for 
the edifying of the body of Christ?" If England, with all 
her immense resources, is compelled to employ natives in 
every department of the service, are missionaries fully aware 
of the fact, that the churches in Europe and America com­
bined can never find either men or means for the conversion 
of these myriad races to Christianity ? 

Without drawing any invidious comparison between the 
native and European, there are certain advantages which the 
former possesses over the latter which cannot be denied. 
He is not an exile-the burning heat does not militate 
against his health and usefulness-he has no language to 
learn to fit him for his work-he knows without years of 
patient study the system he has to attack-he can travel at 
all seasons without any incumbrance-he has social influence 
which a foreigner never can command-and what is of great 
importance to the managers of missionary societies, he can 
be sustained at one-sixteenth of the cost of a married 
Europe.an missionary. Expressions of surprise are not un­
frequently heard that missionaries do not give more time 
and attention to this very essential part of their work! We 
have frequently heard them, and have been led to wonder, 
after all, whether missionary reports were ever read? What­
ever may be said of the plans of operation pursued by the 
Orissa missionaries, no charge of indifference can be made 
against them in reference to this matter. From the com­
mencement of the Mission they have ever considered the 
raising up of a native ministry as the most important part of 
their work. There has not been a single convert who has 
shown any desire or aptitude for ministerial labour that they 
have not encouraged, and if found worthy, sent into the 
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field. "It would be doing missionaries generally cruel 
injustice to suppose they are not ready to employ all the 
native talent they have, as far and fast as they can. Amongst 
all the members of the rising Church of Christ in Orissa, 
the eye of the Christian missionary can rest on no one so 
interesting, or so dear to his heart, as the native preacher. 
Looking at him through the sacrifices he has made, the 
obloquy he is called to endure, the position he nobly sustains 
among his gainsaying and reviling countrymen, and con­
trasting all with. the noble end he seeks to accomplish, and 
the real effects of his labours, he approximates to a moral 
heroism, surpassing all human standards of appreciatio11, 
and to honour which, not man, but angels and God alone 
can understand."* 

The ardent attachment of the late Charles Lacey to the 
native brethren, and his continuous efforts to strengthen, 
encourage, and in every way to promote their usefulness and 
happiness, can never be forgotten. 

. / 

Since the commencement of the Mission, thirty-five 
ordained and assistant native preachers have been employed. 
The proportion of preachers to the number of communican_ts 
in our Mission churches has been very large. For sending 
out preachers, the church at Cuttack may claim the .pre­
eminence over all the churches in the denomination. It is 
too an interesting fact that, with two exceptions, all these 
brethren were of such castes as to command respect in all 
grades of Hindoo society. The first preachers did not 
receive any regular course of training, but they were well 
grounded in scriptural knowledge, and their extensive 
acquaintance with the idolatrous systems of the country, 
admirably fitted them for pioneers in the work. The un­
rivalled eloquence of Gunga, the effective teaching of Rama, 
the deep earnest piety of Bamadabe, the transparent humi­
lity of Bonamallee, and the stern uprightness of Sebo, will be 
remembered beyond the present generation. These men 
were " our dear fellow-servants and faithful ministers of 
Christ." Dr. Mullens, on his visit to Orissa, said that 
these men were a fac-simile of those Carey, Marshman, and 
Ward sent forth, and that for the hard work of itineracy, 
they were superior to any other preachers he had seen in 
India. 

• Dr. Sutton-" Orissa and its Evangelization." 
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In 1845 the Orissa Mission College was founded, and the 
missionaries deliberated long on the plans to be adopted to 
raise up an educated native ministry. The students were to 
receive all their instructions through the medium of the 
vernacular, and special care must be taken that their habits 
and manner of lifo should be such as would fit them for their 
future work. They were to obtain such a knowledge of 
Sanscrit as would give them influence in the company of the 
learned, and every year they were to pass an examination on 
the best modes of preaching to the heathen. The Con­
ference will learn with pleasure that the rules adopted by the 
great Missionary Conference at Liverpool, on the subject of 
training native ministers, were in almost every particular 
the same as were adopted fifteen years before by the Orissa 
Mission Conference. As an evidence of the interest the late 
Dt. Sutton felt in the movement, he generously placed at 
the disposal of the CoTTJmittee the proceeds of his literary 
labours, amounting to £500, for the support of the students. 

While our native brethren have laboured with com­
mendable zeal to preach the gospel to their countrymen, 
they have not been unmindful of the importance of a chris­
tian literature. Several of our most popular poetical tracts 
were written by them. In real poetic genius, we should 
very much doubt whether any native christians in the whole 
of Northern India could be found equal to three or four 
connected with our Mission. It would not be difficult, if 
we bad funds at our disposal, to publish a hymn book con­
taining a thousand hymns, and many of them equal to our 
best hymns in England. Gbanushyam and Shem Sahu 
are translating the Pilgrim's Progress, and Sebo Sahu left 
as bis legacy to the native church a metrical version of" The 
Harmony of the Gospels," a work of rare excellence, and 
the labour of years; and Jagoo Roul, the assistant tutor in 
the College, bas for a long time been engaged with Mr. 
Buckley in the revision of the Oriya Scriptures. This, then, 
will be sufficient evidence to show that the missionaries 
have been alive to the importance of native agency. If 
there have been any manifest tokens of the divine appro­
bation in connecti9n with any department of our work, it 
has certainly been seen on the rising ministry in Orissa. 

We come now to the more important question which bas 
often engaged the thoughts of the warmest friends of the 
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J\1:ission-as to whether the natives cannot, in some mensure 
at lenst, supply the plac<' of European missionaries. 'l'his 
certnin l)·, in the present crisis of our Mission, is \\'orthy of 
our most serious consideration. The late Rev. J. G. Pike, 
who "·ns so wise in counsel, often urged the missionaries in 
the later years of his life to look out the best men, and set 
them apart as pastors of nati,re churches. 

Pr<'nching the gospel to the heathen has been thus far 
c0nsidered the chief work of our native brethren, and from 
the b<'gim,ing of the year to the end of the year, except pre­
vented by illness, they are found at their much loved work. 
Those located at our out-stations supply the pulpit on the 
Sabbath, and those at the European stations preach in turn 
with the missionaries; but not one of our native brethren 
has ever sustained the whole duties of the pastorate. We 
should rejoice to see self-sustaining independent churches 
planted in Orissa, but as yet this has not been given us. 
Let not our friends, however, be discouraged; for the Bap­
tist Mission, many years older than our own, with its fifty­
six native churches in Bengal and upper India, bas only two 
that can be called independent, and in both cases the pastors 
support themselves from their own resources. For many 
years to come we shall want earnest, self-denying evll,n-
gelists far more than pastors of small churches. · 

We have now eighteen ordained and assistant native 
preachers. Eight of these are ineligible from want of mental 
power, youth, and other causes, to take any other position 
than that in which they are now engaged. Two must soon 
retire from age and infirmity. Shem Sahu has become the 
agent of the Cuttack Auxiliary Mission, and Jagoo Roul 
cannot relinquish his engagements connected with the Col­
lege and the revision of the Scriptures. So that there are 
only six available for any change that may seem desirable 
to be made. 

A.fter much prayerful consideration we venture to suggest 
to the Committee the following plans :-1. The employment 
of assistant native missionaries. 2. The co-pastorate, 
European an<l native. 3. The native pastorate. 4. The 
employment of unpaid agents as occasional preachers. 

I give special prominence to the employment of assistant 
native missionaries, as this plan has been proposed by the 
native gentlemen composing the Committee of the Auxiliary 
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Mission, Cuttack, and has met with the warm approval of 
the Orissa Conference. I would place such assistant mis­
sionaries in suitable districts, and I would give to them the 
same freedom of action and entrust to them the same 
responsibility as I would a European. For some years it 
might be desirable to have them engaged as assistants to the 
missionaries. This position would not be at all strange, for 
we have "assistants" in almost every department of Govern­
ment. In the present state of the country the help of the 
missionary would occasionally be needed in cases of persecu­
tion and oppression, in procuring locations for converts, and 
sometimes, perhaps, in settling disputes which do unhappily 
tal(e place in Orissa as they did in the church at Corinth. 
Another very important reason for this course is, that such 
assistant missionaries would prefer to have the counsel and 
help of the missionary. We have men whose ability and 
moral worth no one can question-men who will face any 
difficulty, endure any hardship, and whose devotedness com­
mands our most devout admiration. Mr. Goadby, in his 
last journal, makes frequent reference to the efficiency of 
one of these men. "My beloved native colleague's addresses 
were literally 'Christ and Him crucified.' His tongue 
seemed on fire with love, and his words glowed with heart­
felt earnestness and affection. Often did the tears rush to 
my eyes as I listened to his melting appeals to his fellow 
countrymen. The key-note he always struck was, Who is 
like Jesus? Who can be compared to Him? Love like His 
may be sought, but cannot be found." 

The Scotch Free Church Mission has several assistant 
native missionaries, and a few who sustain entirely the 
same position as a European missiouary. One of these, the 
Rev. Behari Lal Singh, who introduced the Mission into 
Rampore Booleah, has been remarkably successful. Besides 
planting Anglo and Vernacular schools, he has officiated on 
the Sabbath- day, as occasion offered, to the English resi­
dents, while he has been constantly engaged in vernacular 
preaching. 

The American Baptist missionaries in Burmah have many 
native missionaries and pastors, who have been for years 
entirely sustained by the native churches. San Quala, one 
of these native pastors, was anxious at the close of the last 
Burmese war to visit the wild Karens, or mountain tribe, 
that had never before been visited by any missionary. He 
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went, we believe, without purse or scrip, and in two years 
baptized 2000 converts and organized thirty churches. 

In connection with all the evangelical missions in India, 
Ceylon, and Burmah, there were, in 1862, 1776 native 
catechists, and 183 native missionaries, but I regret to say 
that not one of the latter was to be found in Orissa. 

To these native missionaries I would give such a salary as 
would place them in a respectable position in the eyes of 
their countrymen, and which would be regarded as some. 
compensation for the additional responsibility they would 
have to undertake. " Were the plan of bringing forward 
the natives to places of responsibility followed out, we ehould 
soon have a band of missionaries trained up on the ground,. 
to go to the regions beyond with ten-fold better qualifica­
tions for their mission than all the universities can give their 
students, a,nd at little or no expense. Is it to be done? or 
are native preachers whose labours. God blesses beyond 
example in the history of missions to. be kept in .everlasting 
pupilage and made nonentities in the eyes .of their fellow 
countrymen?"* 

The co-pastorate might be tried either at Berhampore or 
Cuttack, and the Native Pastorate at any of our out stations•. 
When a native pastor has been appointed to a church, the· 
members should be given to understand that it was their· 
duty to support him, but where that was impracticable, the 
Mission would make up the deficiency. Last year the, 
native church at Cuttack. contributed £46 7s. 0d. 

Some brethren, who are, I confess, more cautious than I 
care to be, have fears that the native pastors, for want of 
courage and j udgmeut, would soon get things into a muddle; 
and if they did, they would only make the same mistake• as 
the native pastors did in the apostolic age; but let aH the 
fears be realized, even then our churches would no.t suffer 
by comparison with the churches at Galatia, Ephesus, and 
Corinth. The young pastor at home, even with the help of 
very grave and sober deacons, does not always keep the, 
church in the most perfect order; but age and experience 
give wisdom, and if human nature and chris,tianity be the 
same all the world over, we see no reason why age and expe­
rience should not do for the brother in India what it has 
done for the brother in England. If "this care of all thei 

• Dr. Mason, Toungoo. "Gospel in Burmah." 
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churches'' from Jerusalem and round about unto Illyricum, 
rested upon the first missionary to the Gentiles, the few 
churches in Orissa will not lack needful counsel and help 
whenever it may be required from the European missionary. 
Any increase to the staff of efficient native helpers will very 
much depend upon the number and character of the men 
you send out from this country. Perhaps there is no people 
under the sun so quick at discerning character, and so easily 
influenced by example, as the Hindoos. Let us, then, have 
men whose very "meat and drink shall be to do the will of 
God"-men to whom the preaching of Christ shall become 
the abs(!lbing passion of their lives; and if such can be 
found, men who, like the prince of. missionaries, shall get 
joy out of sorrow, riches out of poverty, and life out of 
death, and their influence and enthusiasm will be worth. 
more than thousands of gold and silver. 

The hope of India is in the development of native agency, 
arid to seek its extension is only to go back to the plan 
which was so successful eighteen hundred years ago. We 
sometimes forget that the first disciples were Asiatics, and 
that an Asiatic can read the imageries and allegories of the 
gospel, and its descriptions of natural sceneries, of customs 
aud manners, with greater interest and a fuller perception 
of their force and beauty than Europeans. And that the 
men and women of Asia, form that "great cloud of wit­
nesses" which, to the end of time, will remain as an exam­
ple and stimulus to the church. 

The Anglo-Saxon may enkindle the spark, but it will be 
the religious enthusiasm inherent to the native, that will set 
the continent on a blaze. No nation, not even the Jews, 
has ever been so intensely religious as the Hindoos. Reli­
gion has been the warp and the woof of their very existence. 
The Hindoo is fond of home and averse to travel; but his 
reverence to the gods of his fathers will lead him, beneath 
inclement skies, to visit shrines twelve hundred miles dis­
tant. He is naturally timid, fond of ease and indolence, 
but to make himself more holy he will dwell solitary and 
alone in some wild mountain fastness, and subject himself 
to the greatest hardships. He is covetous to the last degree, 
but his religious instincts, without any pressure from with­
out, will induce him to spend the fruits of a lifetime in 
building a temple, or doing some other holy deed which will 
be acceptable to the gods. The entire surplus wealth of 
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this great nation for three thousand years has been spent 
for the glory and perpetuity of Hindooism. 

On national or social grounds there is little bond of sym­
pathy between its numerous races and peoples ; a state or 
province might be swallowed up by an earthquake, or its 
inhabitants might die of pestilence, without even a tear 
being shed; but a single thought affecting their religion will 
nbrate through the nation like an electric shock. In this 
intense devotion we see not only the hope of India, but the 
whole of Asia. 

The finger of prophecy points to a mighty shaking which 
shall precede the final overthrow of idolatry ; and the throes 
of this great moral convulsion are already perceptible in that 
great movement which has been commenced by the educated 
classes in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. 

If it shall come to pass in the latter days that where sin 
abounded grace shall much more abound, then may we 
expect to see the most signal triumph for christianity in 
India. If India, with one or other of her multifarious 
systems of idolatry, has been the curse of nearly all the 
peoples in the East, from thence one day must go forth the 
blessing. The hope of Asia is India, and the hope of India, 
under the divine Spirit, is in the self denial, devotion, and 
enthusiasm of her own people. 

WINKS AND SON, PRINTERS, LEICESTER. 
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