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ADDRESS TO OUR SPIRITUAL READERS.

It is a part of the wisdom of God in a mystery that he has seen
fit to intrust the ministry of the gospel to men of like passions
with their fellow men. (Acts xiv. 15; Epb. iii. 8, 9; 1 Thess. ii. 4.)
In this ke displays both his sovereignty and his grace; his sove-
reignty in choosing the vessel, his grace in filling it with his hid
treasure. And as this is true of the greatest and highest, 8o is it
true also of the least and lowest of the servants of God. None are
more, none are less than God makes them to be. Whatever they
possess of light or life, grace or gift, experience or utterance, unction
ot power, knowledge or wisdom, usefulness or acceptability, their
sufficiency to every good word and work is wholly of the Lord,
wrought in them by thbat one and the self-same Spirit who divideth
to every man severally as he will. (1 Cor. xii. 4-11; 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6.)
This, as it stops all boasting in the strong, gives all encouragement
to the weak. If any are strong in faith, clear in knowledge, ripe in
judgment, deep and rich in experience, well instructed to understand,
well enabled rightly to divide the word of truth, bold and faithful
in testimony, ready and powerful in utterance, and blessed with
abundant success in their work, to them may be addressed, to quell
all exaltation of self, all despising of others, Paul's pregnant ques-
tion: “Who malteth thee to differ from another? and what hast
thou that thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why
dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?” (1 Cor. iv. 7.)
If, on the other hand, any be weak in faith, deficient in knowledge,
feeble in gift, bound in utterance, limited in usefulness or acceptance,
and feeling, from a sense of these things, the heavy burden of the
ministry and their own insufliciency, are ready to faint in the work,
to them are suitable Chbrist's words: “ My grace is sufficient for
thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness;” and Paul's re-
sponse, “ Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (2 Cor. xii. 9.) Thus,
whether they are strong or whether they are weak, minister to hun-
dreds or minister to scores, are known and esteemed through tle
length and breadth of the land or are hidden in corners, sovereignty
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and grace cqually determine the standing and position of every
minister of Christ.

But there is another view of the question not less worthy of con-
sideration by all the sent servants of Christ—the obligation wnder
whach grace lays themm to seek the glory of God and the good of his
people. As bought with a price, and. therefore not their own, but
the Lord’s; (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20;) as graciously brought under the con-
straining influence of the love of Christ, and therefore bound not to
live unto themseclves, but unto him that died for them and rose
again; (2 Cor. v. 14, 15;) as set in an honourable and conspicuous
place in the mystical body of Chbrist, that they should have a care
for their fellow-members, and seel their spiritual profit, not their
own glory or advantage, (1 Cor. xii. 7, 18, 25,) the servants of
God are bound by the strongest ties, the ties of the atoning
Llood, dying love, and effectual grace of the Lord Jesus, to study to
show themselves approved unto Qod, to preach the word boldly and
faithfully, to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doc-
trine, knowing that the time is not to come, but even now is come,
when men will not endure sound doctrine, but are turning away
their ears from the truth, end are turned unto fables. (2 Tim. ii. 15;
iv. 2-4.)

Now what is true of those who labour for the profit of the Church
of God with their tongue is true also, in good measure, of those
who labour for the same end and in the same spirit with their pen.
We say “in good measure,” for we by no means intend or wish to
place the tongue and the pen on the same level. The preaching of
the gospel, as the special ordinance of the Lord, {Mark xvi. 15,)
gtands apart by itself, and claims the just pre-eminence over every
other means of edifying the body of Christ. (Epb. iv. 11,12.) It
is the especial display both of the wisdom and of the power of God
by “ the foolishness of preaching,” as men deem it,  to save them that
believe.” (1 Cor. ii. 18-25.) The ministry of the gospel is a divinely
appointed means of communicating faith, (Rom. x. 17,) and through
the means of faith thus given to become the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth. (Rom. i. 16.) Writing can-
not stand upon this foundation, nor rise to this level, for it has not
the game divine appointment, and therefore does not inherit the same
promised blessing. And yet few who fear God, and have derived
Denefit from the works of good men, would wish to deny that writ-
ing has, in the hands of the blessed Spirit, been made an instrument
of edification to the Church of God only second to the ministry of
the preached word. Indeed, in some respects the works of men of
God have been made of greater and more enduring service to the
Church of Christ even than their words, as heing both more widely
spread and more enduringly permanent. Whatever abundant bless-
ing in their day rested upon their ministry, Bunyan and Owen
would have been now mere names, if so much, Hart and Hunting-
ton but traditions, had not these men of God been writers as well as
preachers. But by means of their writings the light and. know-
lodge, grace and gifts, which were blessed to their generation are
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also blessed to ours, and will be handed down to our children’s chil-
dren when we shall have passed away.

Asgsuming, then, that writing, when the Holy Ghost inspires the
pen, is an instrument of edification to the Church of Christ only in-
ferior to preaching, when the Holy Ghost inspires the tongue, docs
not thie conclusion follow, that those whose place and calling it is
to write should as much seek the glory of God and the profit of his
people as those whose place and calling it is to preach? If the
ministry of the gospel were not 2 divine institution, it would be an
act of presumption to be tolerated neither by Good nor man that a
sinner, even a saved sinner, should stand up publicly to instruc,
comfort, warn, and rebuke his fellow-sinners and fellow-saints. But
the special ordinance of God and the power with which, as such, he
himself clothes it, make what else would be an act of presumption
an act of willing service for the minister and of blessing for the
hearer. To be thus owned and blessed to the family of the living
God; to be the honoured instrument of communicating light, life,
liberty, and love to those for whom Christ died; to set forth the
Person and work, blood and righteousness of the Son of God, and,
by thus exalting his worthy name, to advance his kingdom and en-
deer him to believing hearts; this is, or should be, the aim and ob-
ject, the reward and crown of every servant of Christ, whether
tongue or pen be the instrument employed.

If these views be correct, in harmony with the word of truth and
the experience of the saints, may pot a writer, let him be only the
editor of a fugitive and fleeting periodical which may die to-mor-
row and leave no trace behind—may not even a writer who occupies
so temporary a position, yet who feels the life and power of God in his
soul, and who seems, in the providence and by the grace of God,
called to the work of the pen, equally labour to the same end and
in the same spirit, equally seek the glory of God and the good of
his people, equally desire to set forth the same gospel, exalt the
same dear Redeemer, and find his main reward in the blessing of
God upon his labours? Or, to bring the preceding train of thought
into a narrower compass, and direct it more clearly and closely to our
present subject, may not even we, without presumption, address a
few words at the opening of another year to our numerous readers,
as seeking their spiritual profit? So far as we are taught by the
same Spirit, have one faith and hope, feel the same love, and are of
one accord, of one mind with the living family of God, we may look
not on our own things only, but also on the things of others. (Eph.
iv. 4, 5; Phil. ii. 2-4.) And if in this spirit, at the opening of an-
other year, we seck to lay before our spiritual readers a word of
counsel or of exhortation, giving them no other advice than we
feel willing to take ourselves, and laying no other burden on
them than we desire ourselves to bear, may it not be a word in sea-
son to both writer and reader? And surely these are not days when
no friendly counsel is required, no keen reproof needed, no instru-
mental stITIDg up of the graces of the Spirit in the hearts of God’s
people wanted.  All who have any good measure of divine light and
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life, of gracious discernment, of daily experience, of almost continual
exercise about themsclves or others; all who know for themselves
the power, the reality, the blessedness of that kingdom of God which
is within us, and are struggling often through a sea of trials, afflic-
tions, and temptations to find and enjoy in their own bosom that
secret of the Liord which is with them that fear him; oll thus taught
thus led, thus exercised, see and cannot but sce, feel and cannot but:
feel at what a low ebb vital godliness everywhere is. It is with
this as with many other matters of practical observation. The out-
ward appearance may scem fair and good until the thing itself, as
it really stands, is measured by a proper standard, or put to some
searching, practical test. So long, then, as we are content to mea-
sure ourselves by ourselves, and compare ourselves with ourselves,
(2 Cor. x. 12,) our profession may appear fair and good. But how
dacs it stand when examined by the searching, practical test of the
word of God? Talke, for instance, the ministry, we will not say of
the day, but even of many whom we desire to esteem for their worlc’s
sake. Where is the preceptive part of the gospel brought forward,
and insisted upon as we find it declared in the words of our Lord,
and in the epistles of the New Testameni? Where is doctrine so
set forth as to have an experimental bearing upon the inward life,
and a practical influence on the outward wzlk? Where is experi-
ence traced out, not only in its inward feelings, but in its outward
fruits? Now in Scripture doctrine is never held forth in what we
may call its dry form. It is always blended either with an experi-
ence of its power, or with a declaration of its practical fruits. Thus,
for instance, we are declared to be “ elect according to the foreknow-
tedge of God the Father,” but it is “through sanctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.”
(1 Pet. i. 2.) How graciously blended here is the doctrine of elec-
tion with the experience of the blood of sprinkling and the praetice
of obedience. And so experience in the word is never held up as
a mere matter of feeling, that is, mere abstract feeling as dissociated
from all effects and fruits, but is blended either with some practical
influence on the heart, or some gracious fruit in the life. And are
not churches as faulty, in some of these respects, as ministers? How
many of our Baptist churches can ¢suffer the word of exhortation?”
(Heb. xiii. 22.) What an outery there wounld be of “legality” if
any minister of truth were to exhort husbands, wives, and children,
masters and servants, severally and specially, as Paul exhorts them.
The ministers may preach Paul’s doctrine with the utmost clearness,
and Paul’s experience of law and gospel in its depths and heights
with the greatest acceptance; but may they preach Paul’s practice
with the same faithfulness and with the same favour? If this beso,
and we leave it to our readers to judge for themselves whether our
words are true or false, is not that one thing a sufficient evidence
that vital, practical godliness is with us all, for we put ourselves
among the number of the defaulters, at a low ebb? If, then, we
speak these things and bear this testimony, it is not, we trust,
“tom a spirit of hitterness, or censoriousness, or gpiritual pride, or
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fleshly holiness, or solf-esteem under a garb of humility; it is not
from monkish austerity, or self-inflicted seclusion, or narrowness of
mind, and absence of what are called large and liberal views; it ia
not from want ef charity, or of allowance for human infirmity;
from dimness of eye to see, or slowness of foot to march on with the
advance of society and the times, that a conviction has heen lodged
in our breast how low the life of God for the most part isin churches
and individuals. So far from this being the case, we can say for
ourselves, and we believe for many others, that we would not shut
ourselves up in a narrow corner and make all we can see from thence
our spiritual horizon, or draw a kind of magic circle round our feet,
inside which all is light and life, outside which all is darkness and
death. On the contrary, we are too glad to see and welcome the
grace of God in ourselves and others not to hail with joy every ap-
pearance of divine life. Ashe who is lost at night on alonely moor
welcomes the first streak of light in the eastern sky; as the sailor
whose ship is on a sandbank rrladly marks the rising tide which he
hopes will bear her off, so all who truly fear God bail with j joy the
dawnings of divine light and the springings of heavenly life, whether
in themselves or in others. So without putting light for darkness and
darkness for light, bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter, we may look
around and see, and as we see gratefully acknowledge, that there are
still golden candlesticks amidst which the Lord walks, and still stars in
his right hand. There is a love of sound experimental truth in many
churches. The glorious doctrines of grace are not wholly hid in a
corner. In many places there isa good spirit of hearing, and in our
own connection especially there has not been for many years a greater
desire for men of truth, or greater difficulty in obtaining their ser-
vices. Thus though we cannot but feel, and must, as feeling it, de-
clare our eonviction that vital godliness is almost everywhere at a
low ebb, yet it gladdens our eyes and hearts to see and thankfully
acknowledge that all is not ebbed out, that though on every side
wide and deep are the mud banks, yet between them runs in a
scanty stream the river of the water of life. God has a people
yet in this land, bless his holy name, whom he loves, and who both
love and fear him. And though these be, for the most part, but
men that sigh and cry for all the abominations they feel within and
see without, yet have they a mark. set upon their foreheads, known
and recognised by the Lord, and known and recognised by each
other. (Ezek. ix. 4.) It is to such we write. It is for such we
labour. It is with such we wish to live, and with such to die. We
have no union with the dead, be they dead in sin, or dead in
& profession. “The living, the living,” these are they, and only
they, who ¢shall praise God” here or hereafter. * Death cannot
celebrate him™ on earth or in heaven; and “they that go down
into the pit” of error or of perdltlou “ cannot hope for his
truth,” (Iso. xxxviil, 18, 19,) for it is hidden from them, either
in its purity or in its power.

Will, then, the living among our readers; will those who have
received not merely the truth, but the love of the truth; will
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those who, for want of clearer and higher evidences, can only
say they “dcsire to fear God;” (Neh. i. 11;) will those who,
deeply convinced of their lost and undone condition, are seek-
in.g to realise the fulness of salvation in their own breast, bear
W'lt]] and listen to a fellow-traveller in the way, who, with all
his sins and infirmities, would wish to deceive neither himself nor
them? Ard if he do not come with soft and honeyed words, aceord-
iag to the fashion of the day, as if the gospel had no other voice or
sound but, ** Peace, peace,”—peace at any price, peace at any rate,
peace in every state, however worldly, carnal, or covetous in which
churches or individuals may be sunk, let it be borne in mind that
there is a coming “ with a rod” as well as “in the spirit of meek-
aess;” (1 Cor. iv. 21;) and that, so far as we are true soldiers of
Christ, “the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strongholds; casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ,” (2 Cor. x. 5.) In this spirit, then, the spirit
of faithfulness and love, let us seek to address ourselves to the hearts
and consciences of those who are willing to receive a few words from
us in the simplicity of truth.

It is but too evident that we cannot be mixed up with the profes-
sion and the professors of the day without drinking, in some mea-
sure, into their spirit and being more or less biassed by their ex-
ample. In this we too much resemble the chosen people, of whom
the Holy Ghost testifies: “They were mingled among the heathen,
and learned their works. And they served their idols, which were &
snare unto them.” (Ps. cvi. 35, 36.) We can scarcely escape the
influence of those with whom we come much and frequently into
contact. If these be dead, they will often benumb us with their
corpse-like coldness; if light and trifling, they will often entangle us
in their carnal levity; if bitter and censorious, they will breathe into
as 2 measure of their condemning spirit; if angry and quarrelsome,
they will provoke us to wrath in word or feeling; if worldly and
covetous, they may afford us a shelter and an excuse for our own
worldliness and covetousness. Nothing but being well weighted
with trials and zfflictions, and bowed down with burdens and exer-
cises, yet finding in and by them the life of God maintained
with some power and vigour in the heart, will keep us from being
corrupted by these evil communications. But as few escape their
influence, let us simply state what we believe to be, if not the onl.y,
yet the safest way to obtain deliverance from a path to walk in
which will surely, sooner or later, bring sorrow and grief to every

iving soul.

hvl.DN ow the first step out of a wrong path is to see cu.ul Jeel that
it is wrong. The carnal professors of the day see nothing wrong,
nothing amiss, nothing inconsistent in their conduct or spirit. They
have no inward cbecks of conscience, no keen reproofs from the
no trembling fears about their state before God, no solemn

d, I
b Majesty and presence of the heart-searching

apprehensions of the
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Jehovah, no believing views of the Person and sufferings of Christ,
no desire to know and do the will of God from the heart. But where
there is divine life, where the blessed Spirit moves upon the heart
with his sacred operations and secret influences, there there will be
light to see antl a conscience to feel what is wrong, sinful, incon-
sistent, and unbecoming. These convictions may for a time he re-
sisted. Sin is of a hardening nature, and we may for a while be so
caught in the net, and so held down by it, that our very struggles
against it may end only in fuller and further entanglement. How
few, for instance, see their own covetous spirit ti# they find them-
selves so entangled in it that they fear they shall he utterly given
up to its dominion, and yet cannot deliver themselves from it. How
often when brother falls out with brother, or a spirit of strife and
division gets into a church, every attempt at reconciliation, every
effort after peace fans the flame instead of extingmishing it. How,
again, we may sink into a cold lifeless state, neglect reading the
word, and have little relish for the throne of grace, till our very
profession seems to stink in our own nostrils as well as of others.

Now where there is divine life in the soul, the Lord often sets his
hand as it were a second time to revive his work upon the heart.
The snare is broken either by his providence or his grace. By some
affliction or trial the heart is made tender to receive the word, even
if it be a keen reproof, for “to the hungry soul every bitter thirg is
sweet,” and there is that yearning after the Lord which nothing can
satisfy but the manifestations of his pardoning love.

2. If this simple sketch meet the experience of any of our spi-
ritual readers, let them next suffer from us the word of exhortation,
as couched in the words of the apostle: “ Make straight paths for
your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way, but
iet, it rather be healed.” (Heb. xii. 13.)

We read in the word of truth of those “who leave the paths of
uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness, whose ways are
crooked, and they froward in their paths.” (Prov. ii. 13, 15.) And
as we read their character in the word,so do we also read their erd:
“ As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the Lord shall
lead them forth with the workers of iniquity; but peace shall be
upon: Israel.” (Ps. cxxv. 5.) Such warnings have their place not only
in the word, but in the heart that is made tender in the fear of God;
nor are they put away as if we stood so firmly and strongly in the
right road that there could be no danger of our ever making a crooked
path for our feet. On the contrary,surrounded as we are with a crooked
generation, professing and profane, whose ways we are but too apt to
learn; beset on every hand by temptations to turn aside into some
crooked path, to feed our pride, indulge our lusts, or gratify our
covetousness; blinded and seduced sometimes by the god of this
world, hardened at others by the deceitfulness of sin; here misled
by the example, and there bewitched by the flattery of some friend
or companion; at one time confused and bewildered in our judgment
of right and wrong, at another entangled, half resisting, half com-
plying, in some snare of the wicked one, what a struggle have some
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of us had to mske straight paths for our feet, and what pain and
grief that we should ever have wmade crooked ones. But there is
one mark of a crooked path which will ever stand both as a warn-
ing and a divection to those who fear God. *“They have made them
crooked paths; whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace.” (Isa.
lix. 8.) It is this want of finding peace in the crooked path which
alarms and terrifies those who are possessed of a living conscience,
and often summons up against them a whole host of doubts and
fears lest they be deceived altogether. These convictions and these
fears plainly and clearly show them their sin and folly in leaving
the paths of uprightness to walk in any crooked way; and as the
Lord is pleasca sometimes by terrible things in righteousness, some-
times by laying afiliction upon their loins, sometimes by his keen
reproofs under the word preached or applied in secret, sometimes by
a startling stroke in providence, to make them know and see that it
is an evil thing and bitter to forsake the Lord their God, repentance
is wrought in the heart, with self-loathing and self-detestation, issu-
ing in humble and honest confession. This is the first step to re-
turn, for with this confession comes the forsaking of every evil way;
and to this confession and forsaking, the promise of mercy and for-
giveness is annexed. (Prov. xxviii. 13; 1 John i. 9.) When, then,
the mercy and goodness of God are thus inwardly felt and realised;
when a view by faith of the suffering Son of God manifests at one
and the same time the dreadful nature of sin, and the way, the only
way whereby it is freely put away; when the superaboundings of
grace over the aboundings of inward and outward evil make the
soul at once tremble and rejoice,—tremble at the floods of sin, re-
joice at the overflowings of the higher tides of grace above them all,
then there is & making of straight paths for the feet, and that which
was lame and so turned out of the way becomes healed.

3. Closely connected with this is the affectionate counsel that we
should exercise ourselves to maintain & good conscience before God
and man. This was Paul's exercise: “ And herein do I exercise my-
self, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God and to-
ward men.” (Acts xxiv. 16.) There is no greater blessing than a
conscience purged by the blood of sprinkling; and few greater mi-
secies than a conscience loaded with guilt. As the one enables us
to look up, so the latter compels us to look down before God and
man. Nothirg inconsistent or unbccoming may have appeared in
our walk and conduct, and yet the silent monitor may make the
tongue falter, the knee tremble, and the countenance be dejected.
Here, then, is the main exercise, first to obtain, secondly to main-
tain a conscience so sprinkled by atoning blood as to be void of
offence toward God; and then to walk so tenderly in the fear of God,
in that sincerity and godly simplicity, in that uprightness of con-
duct, in that circumspectness in life which shall preserve us from
giving just cause of offence to, or putting a stumbling-block in the
way of our fellow-men, and thus follow out that comprehensive pre-
cept: « Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsgever ye do,
do all to the glory of God. Give none offence, neither to the
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Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God.” (1 Cor. x. 31,
32.

4). Our next word of counsel shall be that which the Lord him-
self gives to the virgin of Israel: “ .Set thee wp woymarks, make
thee high heaps; set thine heart toward the high way, even the way
which thou wentest.” (Jer. xxxi. 21.) To look at the past is often
a blessed encouragement for the future. If we are travellers in the
way Zionward, we shall have our various waymarks. A conspicuous
call, or a signal deliverance, or a gracious manifestation of Christ; a
promise applied here, or a marked answer to prayer there; a special
blessing under the preached word; a soft and unexpected assurance
of an interest in the blood of the Lamb; a breaking in of divine
light when walking in great darkness; a sweet sip of consolation in
a season of sorrow and trouble; a calming down of the winds and
waves without and within by “ It is I, be not afraid”—such and
similar waymarks it is most blessed to be able to set up as evidences
that we are in the road. And if many who really fear God cannot
set up these conspicuous waymarks, yet are they not without their
testimonies equally sure, if not equally satisfying. The fear of God
in a tender conscience, the Spirit of grace and supplications in their
breast, their cleaving to the people of God in warm affection, their
love for the truth in its purity and power, their earnest desires,
their budding hopes, their anxious fears, their honesty and simpli-
city making them jealous over themselves lest they be deceived or
deluded, their separation from the world, their humility, meekness,
quietness, and general consistency often putting to shame louder
profession and higher pretensions — these and similar evidences
mark many as children of God who cannot read their title clear to
such a privilege and such a blessing. But whether the waymarks
be high or low, shining in the sun or obscare in the dawn, the virgin
of Israel is still bidden to “set them up,” and to “set also her heart
toward the high way, even the way by which she came.”

4. This, then, shall be another word of counsel, that we should be
ever setting our heart toward the high way. Christ is the way, there
is no other. *‘I am the way” stands written in letters of beaming
light at the head, in the middle, at the end of the path, to guide the
child, to nerve the man, to sustain the father. The fitst ray of light
which beams on the soul to gnide it heavenward shines from the
Person and work of Jesus; should it wander, by this it is brought
baclk; should it faint and stagger, by this it is held up and held on,
the eye still turning, the feet still moving, the heart still yearning
towards the way, the only way out of darkness into light, out of
death into life, out of confusion into clearness, out of restlessness
into quietness, out of bondage into liberty, out of sorrow into
joy, out of trouble into peace—in a word, out of hell into heaven.
Blessed be God, not only that Jesus shonld be the way, but that the
dear Redeemer said himself, in the days of his flesh, “ I am the way;”
for as these his own blessed words drop with power into the heart,
they raise up such a faith in him; (John vi. 47;) such a looking
unto him, even at times from the very ends of the earth; (Isa. xlv.
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22;) such a coming out of all the rags aud ruins of self to take
bold of and hide ourselves in him; (Isa. xxvii. 5; Ps. xvii. §;
exliil. 9;) such a cleaving to him with purpose of heart; (Acts xi.
23;) such a hanging upon him, (Isa. xxii. 24,) that, by the gentle
attractions of his Spirit and grace, (Song i, 4; Jer. xxxi. 3; John
vi. 44,) he is reccived and walked in at every step heavenward.
(Col. ii. 6.)

And now our limits as well as the fear of wearying our readers
warn us to draw to a close. Yet would we still press a few more
thoughts on their notice, seeking to condense them as much as we
can; and if our words of counsel assume a preceptive form, those to
whom they are addressed will kindly bear in mind that we do not
mean thereby to imply any power in us or them but that of grace
to put them into practical execution.

b. Keep yourselves separate from the shallow, light, loose profes-
sion of the day. Beware of resting on those shallow evidences
whereby so many arc built up, from both pulpit and press, on an in-
secure if not unsound foundation. Rest on nothing short of God's
own testimony in your conscience, and the witness of his Spirit to
your spirit that you are his child. Hate that spirit of levity, whe-
ther in the pulpit or in the pew, which is not only death to every
gracious, godly feeling in the soul, but which would turn the most
solemn truths of our most holy faith, the very sufferings of Christ
himself, into an entertainment for the carnal mind. Abhor that
loose profession, that ready compliance with everything which feeds
the pride, worldliness, covetousness, and lusts of our depraved nature,
which so stamps the present day with some of its most perilous and
awful characters.

6. Choose for your companions, and let them be few in number,
the humble, sober-minded, exercised, tender-hearted, spiritual chil-
dren of God; those whose company and conversation you find to do
you good and to leave a sweet savour on your spirit; whose life and
conduct approve themselves to you as becoming the gospel; whose
walk in the church and before the world is evidently under the influ-
ence of grace; and with whom you feel you can live and die in the
close and firm union of brotherly affection and love. .

7. Learn to bear and _forbear patiently and meekly with the infir-
mities of Christian brethren. There is a time in our Cbristian life
when we want to set everybody right and make everything square.
But we begin to find after 2 while that we cannot set our own selves
right, nor male our own spirit and conduct square with the word of
truth. This conviction, forced increasingly upon us, makes us less
keen to see the mote and more willing to take out the beam; less
desircus to condemn others, more willing to condemn ourselves; less
sure of the sins of our friends, more certain of our own. Besides
which we sooner or later learn that it is one thing to wink at our
brethren’s sins, another to bear with our brethren's infirmities. We
see that we naturally differ from one another, and that though grace
changes the heart, the natural disposition is rather subdued by it
than altered. Thus our natural tempers, stations and occupations,
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education and bringing up, modes of thought and feeling, views of
men and things, family and business connections, prejudices and
prepossessions, besetments and infirmities, our very knowledge and
experience of the truth of God, our various stages in the divine life,
our afflictions, trials, and temptations, and many other circumstances
which we cannot now enumerate, all so widely differ that you can
scarcely find two Christians alike, each having his own peculiar in-
firmities. As, then, we expect others to bear with our infirmities,
let us learn to bear with theirs, loving them for the grace that we
gee in them, and thus ¢ with all lowliness and meekness with long-
suffering, forbear onc another in love.” (Eph. iv. 2.)

8. Zxpecta path of increasing rather than diminishing tribulation.
Lay your account with a daily cross within or without, with bodily
afflictions, sharp trials, and painful conflicts. Anticipate no easy
road in providence or in grace, in the church or in the world, in the
family or in the business, in your dealings with sinners or in your
dealings with saints. God means to make us thoroughly sick of this
world and of everything in it, that, wearied and worn out with trials,
temptations, and conflicts, we may find all our rest in himse!f, and
thus, as through much tribuletion we enter into his kingdom of
grace, so through much tribulation we may enter into his kingdom
of glory.

9. And yet, amidst all your tribulations, seek ever to Zang upon
the fuithfulness of God to his promises. With all your exercises,
doubts, misgivings, and fears, you cannot deny that he has been a
good God to you, both in providence and grace. You have for many
years watched his hand in both, and can bear testimony that he has
never failed you in the hour of need, and that though he has deeply
tried you, yet he has hitherto proved faithful to every promise he
has spoken upon your heart, or enabled you to believe and plead.
Are not these so many pledges that he will never leave you nor for-
seke you even to the end ?

“« Trust him ; he will not deceive us,
Though we hardly of him deem ;

He will never, never leave us,
Nor will let us quite leave him,”

“ Brethren, pray for us.” We present you with our New Year
offering. Accept it in love. Weigh it in the balances of the sane-
tuary. Compare it with the word of truth and the experience of
the saints; and whilst you pardon all in it that is amiss, as savour-
ing of human infirmity, receive in the spirit of meekness what is
commended to your conscience as a suitable word of counsel or en-
couragement. And join your supplications with ours, that if we be
still spared to continue our monthly labours, our services may be
accepted of God, and be made a blessing to an increased number of
his people.

Your unworthy, but affectionate Friend and Servant

in the path of tribulation,
THE EDITOR.
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A SERMON
BY MR. BIRCH, FORMERLY OF CRANBROOK.*

“ Do we then mnke void the law through foith? God forbid; yea, we esta-
blish the law.”"—Rom. iii. 31. . .
Tue word “we” includes both preachers and bearers; but not all
that profess, either ministers or people. They are not all Israel
which are of Isracl, neither are they all children of the living God
who call themselves by his name. The Master of the house will
one day sever the goats from the sheep, the precious from the vile;
and he ofttimes does it in this world by a new sharp threshing in-
strument, having teeth. (Isa. xli. 15.) In this house by profession
there are servants as well as sons, vessels of wood and of earth as
well as vessels of gold and of silver. The people of God dwell
among thorns. Briers and thorns are with them, and they some-
times dwell among scorpions.

The “ we ” here meant are the children of the free woman, who
were once in bondage to sin, to the law which forbade sin, and to
Satan, and slaves of the world. Tlere is one body, and one Spirit
which influences the whole body, of which the Son of God is the
Head.

The apostle had asserted in this epistle, 1. That all having
sinned and come short of the glory of God, it was impossible that
any could be justified in the sight of God, because by the law is the
Imowledge of sin; 2. That the righteousness of God without the
law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the pro-
phets, and that he that believes is justified freely by faith only,
without the deeds of the law. This, at first sight, might startle
some, and they would say, then men will become lawless. But Paul
stands to it that he maintains no other doctrine than what was con-
tained in Secripture, that this doctrine had had a most salutary
eflect on the souls of men, and that the truth of God had abounded
through what men called Paul’s lie, or false doctrine. The Holy
Spirit had given testimony to the truth, had owned it, and by it
men had become new creatures, had been transformed. This was
what could not be denied. Men received the Spirit, not by the works
of the law, but by the hearing of faith. The ways of the Lord are
right, however men may revile at them, and his ways are far above
ours; (Isa. Iv. 8;) but when understood by the Holy Spirit’s teach-
ing they are seen to be beauty and strength, comeliness itself. Poor
man! Thy wisdom and knowledge pervert thee. (Isa. xlvii. 10.)
Learn to know that thou art a fool, and then thou wilt be glad to
sit at the feet of Divine Wisdom, and to receive the law from bis
mouth. (Job xxii. 22.) Happy are they who are instructed by the
blessed Spirit to choose the things that please God, to take hold of
and embrace the better covenant. (Isa.lvi.4.) It was the discipline
which Paul underwent, of which he gives a description in Rom,

« This Mr. Birch, who was a seceding clergyman and & friend and hearer
of Mr. Huntington, must not be confounded with the late Mr, Burch of Sta-
pleliurst,
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vii. 7, which taugbt his mouth, and added learning to his lips;
(Prov. xvi. 2, 3;) which made him speak a pure language, and con-
tend earnestly for that truth which had set his soul free, in which
liberty he stood, and counselled others to do the same. * Stand
fust, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.”

Legality has a strong hold on the human heart, and it requires
not a few furnaces and fires to purge a man from confidence in the
flesh. But tbis is one comfort, that the Lord has his fire in Zion,
and his furnace in Jerusalem. The Lord of the house purges and
purifies his vessels of gold and silver, that they may be meet for his
house and his use.

Paul had many of the circumcision to contend with, and this con-
teution brought forth many savoury traths, which we could not have
done without. So true it is that “all things work together far
good.” These men having never felt the severity of the law, nor
known the spirituality of it, laboured hard to put that yoke upon
the neck of the disciples; but the Holy Spirit resisted strongly by
Paul, and by Peter too, for he says, “ Why tempt ye God, and put
8 yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor
we were able to bear?” Paul has a whole epistle on the subject, as
well as treating of it in this epistle. He had much wisdom given
him; and if we may believe Luther, who also had great light into
the mystery of the gospel,  there is no author extant, but this one
Paul, who has written fully and perfectly on this subject.”

Now recollect two things: 1. That the Lord Jesus said to Ana-
nias, “He is a chosen vessel unto me;” 2. That Paul is expressly
called, “ The apostle of the Gentiles.” (Rom. xi. 13.) ¢ For I speak
to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I
magnify mine office.” Blessed be God for such a teacher as Paul,
and blessed be the Holy Spirit, who has made that teacher profitable
to us.

The doctrines of the law and gospel must be kept apart. They
cannot agree. The one is a covenant of death, the other of life and
peace. The one genders to bondage, the other to liberty. The one
18 the ministration of death, the other of life. The one is the minis-
tration of righteousness, the other of condemnation. This was set
forth by the two mountains, Ebal and Gerizim. The blessings were
promised by the children of the free woman on the one, the curses
by the children of the bond servants on the other. They who be-
long to the one, to them belong the conditional promises and curses
of the law; they who belong to the other, to them helong exclu-
sively the unconditional promises of the everlasting gospel, secured
and ratified by the blood of the Lamb, the oath and absolute decree
of Qod, and his uuconditional election of his people. “The law
made nothing perfect; but the bringing in of a better hope did, by
the which we draw nigh unto God.” Man makes nothing perfect;
but the Holy Spirit is God, and his worlk is perfect, and we are com-
plete in Christ. *The law is spiritual, but we are carnal.” * The
law entered that the offence might abound.” It was added because
of transgressions, till the seed should come.” The law discovers sin,
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but cannot remove it. It makes no provision for the sins of man,
therefore it is not perfect in that respect. It can do anything but
save a sioner. It is said of it, “From his right hand went a fiery
law for them.” How for them? That it might condemn them, and
so render them fit for the hearty reception of him who is the fulfil-
ler, t)he end of the law, of him to whom the law looked. (Rom.
x. 4.

To make void the law is to deny its authority; to set it aside.
Faith does not deny either the authority or the Author of the law.
Faith says, “The law is holy, and just, and good.” TFaith says,
“The Author of it is holy.” Faith says, “Thy commandment is
excecding broad.” Faith says, “Justice is the very basis of the
throne of God. Follow the law in all its full authority. I dimi-
nish not from it. I insist that it must be obeyed in thought, word,
and deed.” T'aith says, “I have trembled at its holy sentence, and
it has greatly oppressed my soul, and made it ready to sink into the
earth, yes, into hell; and I had fainted unless the goodness of God
had been presented before me, and I had seen the end of the law,
Christ Jesus.” Faith says, “ The soul could have no rest until it
knew itself to be delivered from tle sentence of a just and holy,
righteous and equitable law;” and adds, “I make not the law void.
I see it in the heart of the Surety, as the two tables of stone, on
which it was orfginally written, were put into the ark. There I see
it, and there I leave it.” There was nothing in the ark, save the
two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb. (1 Kings
viii. 9.

“ Th)e law,” says faith, “is good if a man use it lawfully.” This
lawful use is to condemn all flesh. “1T see,” says faith, ¢ that the Son
of God in human nature has magnified the law, and made it honour-
able. Hehas given it an honour and a sanction which all the angels
in heaven could not give it. He is become by his obedience to it,
in the room of his disciples, ‘the Lord our righteousness,’'—a glori-
ous title indeed, well worthy to be admired, and received, and de-
lighted in, and made the boast of his people.” “In God we boast
gll the day long.” (Ps. xliv. 8.) The Gentiles shall bless themselves
in him, and in him shall they glory; (Jer. iv. 2;) and if the Gen-
tiles glory in Jesus Christ, we do by no means make the law void,
but we magnify it and honeur it, for “Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to every onme that believeth.” Moreover, the
penalty due to the transgression of the law is plainly and openly
acknowledged by faith, and faith acknowledges the soul’s utter inabi-
lity to pay it; but true faith says, “I will not have the God of hea-
ven and earth dishonoured because I cannot pay thefine. 1 acknow-
ledge that the soul is worthy of everlasting punishment; but here is
one, my most blessed Lord, who has paid the fine, and I {rust and
rest my confidence in him. Surely I do not make void the law;
nay, I establish its authority by producing a Surety.

ThLe believer does not make void the law, for he acknowledges
that the substance of it is put into the heart of every believer. Love
is the substance of the law, and love is found in every believing
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heart; for faith worketh by love, and love is the fulfilling of the law.
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of love, love to Christ, love to his
truth, love to his ways, his ordinances, his people; and the Holy
Spirit dwells in all believers. The believer does not make void the
law, for the grace of God teaches him powerfully to “ deny ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this
present evil world;” soberly as to ourselves, righteously as to men,
godly in the alone way that God has prescribed. This the law calls
for, but this the law cannot work in us. The grace of God teaches a
man to do justly, to love mercy which has saved him;and, as he isand
always will be a subject needing grace and free favour, so this con-
strains him to show favour and mercy to others. There are none so
merciful, hothto the souls and bodiesof others, asthey whohave obtained
mercy. ‘Judge me, O God. Plead my cavse against an ungodly
nation,” a2 nation that hath not obtained mercy. (Ps. xliii.1.) Then
follows, “ O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man.” He
that has not obtained mercy is in his first-born state, and is a man
of deceit and injustice. He has no real morality in him.

Love is of God, and “the carnal mind is enmity against God;
it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” (Rom.
viii. 7.) But the new man after God “is created in righteousness
and true holiness.” In this new man are bowels of mercy, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering. Is this making void
the law? Noj; it is the image of God, who is the Author of the
law. The soul that condemns itself, that will not allow that which
it does, surely knows the law. It is grieved to find such unconfor-
mity to the law of the mind, which are faith and love. This is that
which God has put into the heart, and which he maintains there, in
spite of all the opposition which is made against it.

Again. The Holy Spirit has left upon record a passage indited
by himself; and all prayers indited by him are but a transcript of the
absolute purpose of God, to give and to work those things which
he himself prompts and enables the believer to pray for. The
prayer is this, recorded in 2 Thess. i. 11: ¢“Therefore we pray
always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling,
and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith
with power.” Here is all the good pleasure of the Lord’s goodness
prayed for. Surely this is not making the law void; yea, it is esta-
blishing it; for as man has nothing in him, by nature, but what is
evil, that covenant which secures all good, and in the end the
total eradication of all evil from the soul, and at the great day gives
it & holy body, or a spiritual one, can never be said to make void
the law, but to establish it.

But we dare not give the law the honour of having done all this.
No. We attribute all to free grace. Holiness is the end that God
aims at, and which he will accomplish: « According as he bath chosen
us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be boly
and without blame before him in love.” Love is holiness; and to
this image all the elect of God are predestinated. This new cove-
nant is intended to bring exclusive honour to the Son of God. All
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holiness is to come by him, not by the law. The people of God are
a new people belonging to a new covenant, and God in this covenant
does wonders: “I make all things new.” (Rev. xxi. 5.) They who
are excluded from this covenant have neither part nor lot in this
matter. They, indeed, make void thelaw. They never at any time
either fulfil it by faith or by a new creature; and they establish no-
thing, neither law nor gospel. They are lawless and disobedient.
They are cast out and rejected. They are left in their sins, and
their evil works will assuredly follow them. Then one day the great
controversy shall be decided, whether they who are delivered and not
under it, who cleave to the Saviour of sinners with full purpose of
heart, are in the right, or they who boast of keeping the law, and,
at the same time, hate the Saviour, and are, in the sight of God,
lawless.

The throne of Christ is established in righteousness; and as is the
King, so are his subjects; and they do no less than blaspheme
the God of heaven who speak against his righteous nation, and call
them Antinomians. Believers are a righteous nation, and the
sceptre which Christ sways over them is a righteous sceptre. “ The
law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”
He is a Kiog who reigns in righteousness, and his people are princes,
and they rule in judgment. They have a judgment given them to
discern both good and evil; and this judgment, which proceeds from
the Holy Spirit, is both a crown and a diadem.

The way of regeneration is a way of holiness. It is a path of life,
which is opposite to a death in trespasses and sins. “ How shall we
who are dead to sin live any longer therein ¢” which is true of every
quickened soul. Paul meets every objection which can be made
against his doctrine, which was called by some licentious. He well
knew what would be said by the enemies of God and his truth.
Calumnies without end were then heaped upon the followers of the
Lord Jesus, aud so they are now; and we must always expect that
“the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful will be
opened againsf us.” ¢ They compassed me about also with words of
hatred, and fought against me without a cause.” If they called the
Master of the Louse Beelzebub, how much more them of his house-
hold ?” We must espect to be ill-treated by brutish men. To do
good and to Liave a bad name was the usual lot of the first believers,
and it is true of all living souls to this day. So it was foretold, and
so it has proved true to this day. The Lord Jesus is called upon to
plead Lis own cause, (Ps. iv.,) and to remember how the fooh.sh man
Dlasphemeth him daily. If you belong to Christ, Satan will soon
Lespatter your character; and the holder you are in his cause, the
more will he persecute you. When your mouth is opened in praise
of Christ, Satan will open the mouth of the wicked against you:
“They opened their mouth wide against me.” (Ps. xxxv. 21.)
Celestial liberty and holy triumph will call forth all the malice of
Satan. ¢ But the righteous is an everlasting foundation.” (Prov. x,
25.) He is built on Him agaivst whom the floods of Belial cannot
prevail, althouzh they malke us afraid,
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Wae are said to be established in righteousness: “In righteousness
ghalt thou be established.” (Isa. liv. 14.) The soul that is taught of
God knows this, for he never found any establishment until he had
lost his own righteousness, and been made to submit to the righ-
teousness of God; for Christ will allow of no co-partner. He will he
all in all, or nothing.

“Thou shalt be far from oppression.” The law is an oppressor;
for every believer is possessed of two natures, and, therefore, as long
as we are in the flesh we cannot stand before the law; and the Lord
thus has delivered us from it; for which we thank the Lord, and
bless his holy name. For thou shalt not fear and quake from terror.
* So terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I do exceedingly fear and
quake,” The Lord Jesus will not have hLis little ones, his tender
lambs, his feeble sheep led to Mount Horeb. We read that he
makes them to lie down in green pastures, and leadeth them beside
the still waters of comfort. They who lead his sheep to Horeb are
no friends of his. With Christ in the hand of your faith, you may
answer the law, and the law will itself justify you, and say, “I am
satisfied;” it looks at the righteousness which you bring in your
hand; it will acknowledge that by blood and by obedience you are
acquitted. It will allow that the new man “is created in righteous-
ness and true holiness.” It is itself holy. It must allow that the
old man, against which it has a charge, was crucified with Christ,
and, therefore, accounted for by him.

The mystery of godliness is worthy of God, and is indeed a com-
“plete mystery to a natural man; but when understood in the light
of the Holy Spirit, it is beauty itself, and well worthy its divine and
most holy Author; for he has not only secured his own glory, but
the holiness, the liberty, the peace, and the comfort of his people.

Paul was & son of Abraham after the Spirit, and he doctrinally
set forth the true use of the law, and in his life he showed that this
doctrine was according to godliness, and that he held the mystery of
faith in a pure conscience. He laboured to have a conscience void
of offence towards God and towards man. He was in all things
willing that there should be beauty in his conversation. He had a
resolution, or purpose (2 Tim. iii. 10) given him so to do. He sea-
soned many with his heavenly doctrine, and laboured hard to be the
means of saving souls, and thus to be a savour of life to them. He
was made manifest in their consciences, and fully made manifest
among them in all things. The Lord Jesus, his Master, honoured
him, stood by him, and preserved him; for he sought the giory of
God his Saviour. -

Would you be fruitful to God? You must be dead to the law.
Would you be fruitful? You can only be so through cleaving to
Christ, for he is the true Vine, and all your fruit must come from
him. A mere profession will do you no good. Many are in him
by profession who never were so in reality, and all such useless,
fruitless branches are taken away. DMany a one is made manifest in
this world, and if not, they continue foolish virgins to the end.
Many seem and think themselves to be true believers, and others
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think so of them, who disparage and disgrace their profession; but
the true circumcision, they that are outwardly such, though re-
proached as evil doers, yet, no evil things can be truly said of them,
as the reproach falls not on them, but on the evil speakers.

THE BRIDEGROOM'S DOVE.
¢ O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the

stairs.”"—CANT. ii. 14.

“ My dove,” the Bridegroom, speaks.
To whom ?
Whom think’st thou meaneth he?
Say, O my soul! Canst thou presume
He has addressed thee?
Yes; 'tis the Bridegroom's voice of
love,
Calling thee, O my soul, his dove.

The dove is gentle, mild, and meek,
Deserve I, then, the name?
1 look within in vain to seek
Aught that can give a claim;
Yet, made so by redeeming love,
My soul, thou art the Bridegroom’s
dove.

Methinks, my soul, that thou may’st
see, :
In this endearing word,
Reasons why Jesus likens thee
To this defenceless bird ; [love
Reasons which show the Bridegroom’s
To his poor, helpless, timid dove.
The dove, of all the feathei'd tribe,
Doth least of power possess;
My soul, what better can describe
Thine utter helplessness ? [love
Yet courage take; the Bridegroom's
Will keep, defend, protect his dove.

The dove hath neither claw nor sting,
Nor weapon for the fight;
She owes her safety to her wing,
Her victory to flight.
A shelter hash the Bridegroom's love
Provided for his helpless dove.

The hawk comes on, in eagle chase;
The dove will not resist;
In flying to her hiding-place
Her safety doth consist.
The Bridegroom opes his arms of
love,
And in them folds his panting dove.

Nothing can now the dove molest,
Safe from the fowler’s snare;

The Bridegroom's bosom is her nest;
Nothing can harm her there.

Encircled by the arms of love,

Almighty power protects the dove.
May 12, 1864,

As the poor dove, before the hawk,
Quiok to her refuge flies,

So need I, in my daily walk,
The wing which faith supplies,

To bear mie where the Bridegroom's

love
Places beyond all harm his dove.

My soul, of native power bereft,
To Calvary repairs;
Immanuel is the rocky cleft,
The secret of the stairs,
Since placed there by the Bride-
groom’s love,
What evil can befal his dove ?

Though Sinai’s thunder round her

roar,
Though Ehal's lightnings flash,
Though heaven a fiery torrent pour,
And riven mountains crash,
Through all, the still, small voice of
love
Whispers, ‘“ Be not afraid, my dove.”

What though the heavens away may
pass,
‘With fervent heat dissolve,
And round the sun this earthly mass
No longer shall revolve ;
Behold a miracle of love,—
The lion quakes, but not the dove.

My soul, now hid within a Rock,
(The Rock of Ages call’d,)

Amid the universal shock
Is fearless, nnappall‘d.

A cleft therein, prepared by love,

In safety hides the Bridegroom’s dove,

O happy dove! Thus weak, thus safe,
Do I resemble her?

Thus to my soul, O Lord, vouchsafe,
A dove-Lke charaeter.

Pure, harmless, geatle, full of love,

Make me in spirit, Lord, a dove.

O thou who on the Bridegroom’s head
Didst as a dove come down,

Within my soul thy graces shed ;
Establish there thy throne;

Then shed abroad a Saviour's love,

Thou holy, pure, 2nd heavenly Dove.
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A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE.

Dear Friend,—I do feel a desire to drop you a few lines, but I do
not know where to begin; but let us begin where the Lord bgan.

When the Lord God with rebuke does correct man for iniquity,
he maketh his beauty fo consume away like 2 moth. What a mercy
it is for thee and me to know these things by experience. The
question will arise here, Have we any beauty in ourselves, or have
we lost it? for by nature we all think we possess a great deal of
beauty. I, for one, before the dear Lord quickened me and brought
me to see my awful state as a lost sinner, believed there was none so
full of beauty as myself; and I have run to the glass scores of times
to admire myself; because I was proud in heart, I could sin cheaply,
and hate God’s truth; and I could resist all the natural convictions,
which the unregenerate ones call the strivings of God’s Spirit with-
in. I thought if the Lord would but give me a few minutes to re-
pent before I quitted this life, it would be all well. Here I was full
of beauty, and thought I was going to pay the Lord in a few mi-
nutes for more than 20 years’ sin against him. I was a poor blind
pharisee; but when the Lord God began to correct me for iniquity,
(which was in the year 1845,) he made my beauty to consume away
like a moth. The way the Lord took was to permit Satan to come
in upon me to put an end to my life. This temptation made me
tremble from head to foot, fearing I should be left to do it; for L
wag convinced that to do it would be to drop into hell in a moment.
This temptation was followed by strong convictions of sin. Horror
struck me, body and soul. Here my beauty began to consume
away. The first thing I seemed to hate was the glass in which I
before admired myself.

At this time I took to reading the Bible, and found that all the
threatenings mentioned against sin sank deep into my conscience.
“Thou art the very man,” I read to my own condemnation, for I
was condemned by my own conscience and by God’s righteous law.
I stood as a guilty criminal before a holy and righteous God, pur-
sued by the devil for my life, insomuch that I despaired even of life.
I felt that the powers of hell had hold of me, and I believed, (under
such a guilty conscience, and the holy and righteous law of God
opening itself in my heart, and showing me what a guilty sinner I
was in the sight of the law and in the sight of God,) that I should
assuredly go to hell. T envied the beasts in the fields, and wished I
could get info their place; and would, have given the world, had I
had it, to have been able to do so, for I was assured they had no
soul, and that I had.

Here my beauty greatly consumed away, iusomuch that I
thought I should go out of my mind. My faculties were so im-
paired, and I was so low and weak, that sometimes I could hardly
do my daily employment. I was truly brought low under a feeling
sense of my lost estate as a guilty sinner. How I envied persons if
I saw them going to a place of worship! I thought that they were
holy, and I was all unholiness, and what a wretch I felt myself to be.
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I thought there was not such a sinner on the face of the earth as I
was. Here my beauty was consumed, and my comeliness was
turned into corruption. I was lost, but I could not believe I was
found again; but sometimes such passages as these would help me a
little, and give me a little encouragement:  Though thy sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be as crimson,
they shall be as wool;" “Thy sins, which are many, are all forgiven
thee.”

When I began to understand a little of the word of God, I
found that the Lord God had an elect people. Here the devil came
in upon my poor soul with such force: “ Thou art not one of the
elect of God, and there is no hope for any but the elect of God.” I
felt that if I were not one of the elect, I was everlastingly lost; and
I was convinced that I was, if the dear Lord did not have mercy
on my soul. I walked, and sighed, and groaned, and sometimes I
went into a ditch, when I was in the fields, to beg of the Lord to
have mercy upon my soul; but I found that nothing but the blessed
Spirit could liberate me.

I was once in great distress, and feared there was no mercy for
me, when one night, all of a sudden, I was blessed with a sweet
view of Christ. I could see him and his sufferings, and had such a
view of the blood flowing from his precious side, and felt such a
sweet melting of soul, such as I had never felt before, that it raised
a hope in my soul, ¢ Who can tell but the Lord may have mercy on
me?” But this feeling did not last long. I soon sank again into
the gloom and darkness. This was not a full deliverance; no, for I
soon returned to my own place; and I.found that my comeliness
still turned into corruption, and that my besuty was consumed away
like 2 moth. And how is that? Rub the moth, and his beauty
will rub away almost into dust. So I do believe it is with the dear
children of God. Their trials and temptations are to make their
beauty fade away.

Satan had another trial for my poor soul. He suggested to me
that T had sinned the unpardonable sin against the Holy Ghost. O!
The thought of that sin sank my soul so low that I thought
there was no hope for me, all hope being for ever gonme. Says
Satan, “I shall be sure of thee now, for the sin is unpardom}ble.”
The thought of this sin would follow me wherever I went, like a
worm gnawing at the root of my peace. Hast thou ever been tried
in this way? If thou hast, thou art the best judge of my trials,
which I have said but very little about, compared with what I felt
for more than two years before the dear Lord was pleased to bless
me with a full deliverance, and during which time I found little else
but soul trouble. I do believe that all the way the dear Lord has
led my soul has been a right way. I say, I can believe it at times,
when the Lord is a little precious to my soul.

I was at this time among a people called the Independents, and I
found that those people did lay grievous burdens on my shoulders,
and would not touch them with one of their fingers. I was for more
than two ycars ucder these task-masters; but the Lord’s time came
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when I was to be delivered from them, for I was led to see, from
the record of God and my own experience, that this people necded
to be taught of God.

But to return, to tell you how the Lord was pleased to deliver my
soul. I believe before this took place I sank into greater darkmness
and horror of mind than I ever felt, for I thought the very earth
would open to swallow me up all the day before the Lord delivered
my soul. At night I went to hear Mr. Tiptaft preach. He took
these words for his text: “For God hath not appointed us to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” O, my dear
friend, my soul was like a hind let loose, my soul was as full of
peace as it was before of trouble. All that the dear man said
seemed for me, “ a brand plucked out of the fire.”

JOHN CREW.

YE ARE TAUGHT OF GOD TO LOVE ONE
ANOTHER.

God Almighty bless my very dear Friend and Brother Morris.

Your letter has this moment come to hand, which is the best, nay,
it appears to be worth all the other letters I have had from you. I
was sunk as deep in the mud as you were in the mire. I was
drawing the most awful conclusions respecting my state, calling all
my past experience in question, having neither will nor power to
pray, and sometimes not caring about my end. I felt backward to
all good, with the devil working in every corruption of my fallen
pature, making me in my own sight, and I believe in every one that
saw me, worse than himself; but glory be to God! What shall I
say? I cannot find words to convey my feelings. The moment I
began to read your epistle, my hard heart began to 1melt; the old
rusty lock of unbelief gave way; the devil appeared alarmed; my
corruptions began to subside; and before I got to the end, I was
laid at the feet of my blessed Jesus, clothed and in my right mind.
I felt that nearness to you that never was exceeded by either David
or Jonathan. T have long been persuaded that the Lord has linked
us very closely together; but at no one time have I ever felt a
greater measure of love and union towards my Jear friend Morris
than at present. My poor soul, which for some time has been sunlk
so low, accompanied with the most gloomy fears and dismal appre-
hensions, is now sprawling at the feet of Jesus. O wy brother and
fellow-traveller in the path of tribulation! Look up! We shall
shout “Victory” shortly, The promise is that our Captain will
bruise Satan under our feet. Though we are absent from each
other more than 230 miles, we are present in spirit, and generally
rise and fall together; so that as is the one so is the other. None
but Jonathan and David are in the secret. Thanks to our God for
stirring up Mrs. M. to pray, for directing you to Psalm exvi., for
enabling Rebecea to read it, for applying the same to your soul, for
inclining you to write to a worm, and for makiug the whole such a
blessing. Who is a God like unto our God, that rides upon the
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wings of the wind, that says unto the proud waves of sin and Satan,
« Hitherto shalt thou go, but no farther,” that remembers us in our
low estate, “because his mercy endureth for ever 3"

I have recently written to two or three of my Sussex friends. I
cndeavoured to magnify my office, by keeping from them most of
my painful feelings, having a desire at the bottom to speak well of
God, even though I were lost at last. I assure you, when Mr:
M. informed me how well you were all going on at Lewes, instead
of rejoicing, I felt murmuring. What is man, when left to him-
self 1

Commit this bhasty scrawl to the flames. It is not fit to be read,
only by Joseph, escaped from the prison. The moment I laid your
letter out of my hands, I began writing this. I thank you for
yours. It just came in the nick of time. I wondered at its tarry-
ing; but tbe vision is for an appointed time. I have waited for it
with anxiety, but it now speaks, and silences our fretfulness and re-
pining. Yours,

Manchester, March 4, 1812. ‘W. HUDSON.

A LETTER BY THE LATE MR. COWPER.

My dear Friend,—I was truly glad, on receiving your very kind
and truly welcome epistle, to find you in the land of the living, and
favoured with a measure of health and strength. I have often
thought of you; and were I not so poor a scribbler, I should have
written again and again.

I am, through mercy, kept afloat in a sinking, sickly, dying
world; and if ever one man above another has had cause to bless
God, I am the man,—born in sin, but born again; dead to God, but
made alive; a slave to sin, but made free from sin; once darkness,
but now light in the Lord; once afar off, but now made nigh by the
blood of Christ; once naked and in the open valley, now covered
and bidden to live; once mad, but now in my right mind; and what
yet calls for greater gratitude, praise, and thankfulness is, that that
blessed God who hath done such merciful things for me, purposed
to do so from everlasting, and rests in his love.

I have, my dear friend, had & very troublesome pilgrimage for
many years; so much so that I have often thought I must be more
brutish than any man,and my depraved nature in a worse condition
than that of any who ever truly partook of the renewing of the Holy
Ghost. Such untold evils have for hours, days, and weeks together
struggled within that I have thought I have only done right in con-
sidering myself destitute of the true and saving grace of God; for,
instead of cleaving to God as an adopted child, my filthy, sow-like
heart would wallow in the mire; and even when chiding myself and
calling myself a thousand ill and ugly names, a fresh swarm of old
Beelzebuly flies have arisen, until I have thought I surely must be
stung to death. Sin Ihave endeavoured to lament and confess; but,
“(Q wretched man that T am!” I have sinned and sinned again
whilst confessing sin; and the master sin of all sin, I mean love to
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sin, has so prevailed through all my soul that, whilst striving to feel
a gonuine hatred to it, and endeavouring to implore deliverance
from its threatening dominion, my rebel nature would revolt against
my own petitions, and conscience has been so alarmed that I have
been a terror to myself, expecting a foul if not a final fall. But
amidst all, how superabounding the mercy which has helped me
hitherto; and not only helped but provided for the full and entire
cleansing of my polluted, leprous, and sinful soul, and set before the
eyes of the understanding an endless day of rest for each and every
burdened and heavy-laden sinner that comes to God by Flim who is
the way, the truth, and the life. O how the weather-beaten tra-
veller at times leaps for joy that such a hiding-place is provided,
such a covert from the storm, the shadow of so great a Rock in so
weary 2 land! “He was wounded for our transgressions, and
bruised for our iniquities.” The chastisement of our peace was
upon him. May his stripes be doubly dear to us, that as the spring
of corruption arises afresh, the fonntain of life may spring up afresh;
that as the sense of sin is deep, a deeper sense of Christ may extract
the bane, satisfy the heart, pacify the conscience, and enable the poor
pilgrim to buckle afresh to his burden and bow his shoulder to bear;
for an enlarged heart will move the feet.

O that I had borne a better testimony to the power of grace! But
my deficiency in preaching and living at times comes upon me with
such weight that I am ready to wish I had never had an existence
amongst the sons of men; and sure I am that the really regenerated
soul feels in a different way and manner than any other person cap
possibly feel in this world. I do believe the fear of the outbreaking of
sin is deeply seated in the heart where grace dwells; and this fear
is clean, departing from evil. Mr, Hart wisely says:

“ This fear is the Spirit of fuith,
A confidence that's strong;
An unctuous light to all that’s right,
A bar to all that’s wrong.”

I was glad to see so well, and Mrs. S. I found in a better
state than I found her in when I was at W. The poor of this
world are chosen to be rich in faith; and I have generally found the
rich in this world poor in faith. Grace rarely dwells with wealth,
and never thrives with it, but seems to have enough to do just to
keep its hold of the heart. God has generally stripped his Abra-
hams, Tsaacs, Jacobs, and Jobs, nor hath he left off to try the righ-
teous; but though their afflictions are many, his mercies are more;
and'so the living family has ever found.

I am glad to hear Mrs. R. is well, to whom please give my kind
regards. Likewise to all friends. .

Our congregation continues large, and the church double the size
I ever expected to see it,—=a very poor people, and, I think, many
of them much tried, both in soul and circumstances. I have often
wondered why I should be placed here, and though often much
tried, helped hitherto.

Dicker, Aug 28, 1847, W. COWPER.
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A LETTER BY THE LATE MRS. STOCKDALE,
OF LEICESTER.

My dear Friend,—What a long time it is since I wrote to or heard
from you! I have often wished to write both to you and others,
but various hindrances have arisen. You and Mrs. S. have ever my
warm wishes for your temporal and spiritual welfare.

“He will leave in the midst of the land an afflicted and poor
people ;” and truly it is so. How varied, how multiplied are the
afilictions of the poor in spirit; and what a mercy that it is so!
There is a needs-be for it, at least I am sure I feel it so. I am like
a sluggish horse which needs the whip to keep it up, as they say, to
the collar, to stir up my mind to keep feeling after God and the
light of his countenance; and, blessed be Lis name, either by a
sanctified correction, or a fresh discovery of his love and mercy in
Christ Jesus, he does keep my soul alive. He causes all these
varied exercises to prove the life of my spirit; so that, though
“faint,” I am still kept “pursuing.” What a mercy that ever the
Lord of life and glory should deign to look upon such poor sinners
as we are, when we blindly go the broad way to destruction, and
that he should snatch us as brands from the everlasting burning,

My mind has been much affected this morning (my birthday),
being led to review the Lord’s gracious preservation of me in pro-
vidence and grace, from my birth down to the present hour. Surely
I may say, “ Goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of
my life.” In my natural state, with the seeds of every iniquity in
my Leart, as ready on temptation to rush into open transgression as
any; but a restraint was laid upon me from my earliest infancy, nor
was I permitted to oppose or persecute the Lord’s cause or people.
This was 2 mercy. But still I was a poor, ignorant, blind pharisee,
diligently going about to establish my own righteousness, travelling
the broad road in the garb of religion. This was my state when
the blessed Day-star arose in my soul and discovered to me tlgat. all
my religion was vain, built upon the sand, and that, unless it was
given me to believe on the Son of God by the power of the Holy
Ghost, I must be eternelly lost.

I have sometimes been troubled when I bave heard persons speak
of the length of time they laboured under unbelief. I seemed to
labour much ldnger under the condemnation of the law, utterly
ignorant how I could be saved. I seemed to have no more thought
of Christ than if I had never heard his name. To be sure this was
all unbelief. I was not so sensible of it as some of the Lord's people
express themselves. When faith was given me to believe in Jesus,
the exercise of it was weal; but I believe it was of the power of Ged,
and therefore soul-saving; and, bless his dear pame, my hope waxes
stronger, thougl still I am on the look-out for fuller and clearer
wanifestations of Lis love.

I find Mr, Chamberlain’s ministry much blessed, at times, to my
soul. Heis particularly encouraging to the weak. I heard him the
last three Sundays with particular sweetness and power from Psalm




THE GOSPEL STANDARD.—JANUARY 1, 1865. 29

xvii. 2, 3. He said some precions things on the presence of God,
and of the soul’s continual need of its sentence going forth from his
presence,—its sentence of justification, pardon, and full deliverance
from all condemnation, by the Spirit's testimony to its completeness
in Jesus. O how we want continually to grasp and hold fast this
truth! How hard sometimes to hold, and how we sink when it is
lost sight of! I also heard Mr. C. with much sweetness on the
“ power of his resurrection.”

I hope the little cause at G. prospers. Do you have preaching
now? Farewell, my dear friend.

Yours sincerely in the Bonds of the Gospel,

Langton Hall, Jan. 23, 1839. F. A. ORD.

[Mrs. Stockdale was at this time Misg Ord, the danghter of a clergyman of
wealth and family, living at Langton Hall, near Market Harborough. Hers
wag, indeed, a remarkahle case both of steadfastness of profession and of per-
secution for righteousness’ sake. We will mention only one instance; she
was for several years never allowed to dine or take her meals with the rest of
the family. After some years of thus saffering she was united to the late Mr.
Stockdale, a seceding clergyman, who lived at Leicester, and sat under Mr.
Chamberlain. We knew her well, and have rarely seen her equal for amiabi-
lity of disposition, humility of miund, love to and firmness in the truth, and
spirituality of conversation.—ED.]

A LETTER BY THE LATE ROBERT PYM.

My dear Brother in Jesus,—precious, precious, unspeakably, un-
utterably precious Jesus | —Would that I bad some one that I could
talk to of him in some little way that I hope to do in his presence
in glory, filled with him my own self to the utmost the spirits of the
just now made perfect in heaven are. Blessed, blessed Jesus! How
precious has he been to me all this morning, as I have been medi-
tating on and setting him before me, as I have delighted to have
him in my mind’s eye this morning in bed. Nothing else now can
satisfy me; no, nothing but to be engaged in my mind, thoughts,
and affections with him. Then I want some one or more to whom
to unburden and unbosom my mind respecting him; and when I
have not that, then to be enabled to do it by means of pen, ink, and
paper. But I fail in making the attempt. How blessed will it,
must it be to be in his presence, have his sweet, sweet company;
see him just in the way he will present himself to us in our disem-
bodied state, partakers of a glory suited to that state, derived from
bim, and looking forward to another more advanced, when suitable
bodies will clothe our souls, render us, both in body and soul, ca-
pable of more advanced happiness and blessedness than we have ever
before enjoyed, and preparing us for that which shall be the utmost
manifestation, discovery, or attainment of blesseduess to which God
can ever raise a creature in that knowledge and sight of himself, in,
through, and by Jesus for eternity, which will be our eternal life. It
will be Jesus in his actual bodily presence, making over himself unto
and filling us with himself as God-Man in the glories of his divine
Person, and his human nature united in that Person; in which we
shall be enabled to behold the Three, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
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as One; and shall never be insensible, or forgetful, or unmindful that
here we are eternally established in a never-to-be-interrupted state
of bliss and happiness, as near to God’s own self as God cin make a
creature capable of partaking; supplied by him out of his own ful-
ness, as the fulness of it dwells bodily in Christ Jesus, the glorified,
incarnate Son of the Father; in whom to believe now is the security,
on the covenanted word of the Three-in-One, that we individually,
personally, who do believe in the incarnate, once humbled, abased,
now risen and glorified Son of the Father, and One of the Three,
shall have this cternal life.

O how blessed to believe, and to company with, talk over, and
hold communion with those who do believe! To be in this blessed
way enabled and permitted to live for this endless state of unspeak-
able, inconceivable happiness, through the hope of the gospel; pa-"
tiently waiting for it of grace, through the Porter, God the Holy
Ghost, having graciously opened the door Jesus, in the word, into
our hearts; so that Jesus himself might go in and out therein, lead-
ing us in and out, up and down in the green pastures of the word,
as the Shepherd whose are the sheep, and who in thus tending upon
them acts not as a hireling, but as he who has dorce no less than lay
down his life for them.

I have made a great effort to write this. The Lord grant a bless-
ing on it, notwithstanding all my wealnesses in it, &e. &c. There
is nothing between Christ and his people but that which is of the
union of the Spirit; so between you and me,

Elmley, Jan. 15th, 1862. ROBERT PYM.

{This is one of the last letters that Mr.Pym ever wrote; and how evident it
is that he was standing, as it were, on the very borders of eternal glory.—En.]

TaE Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the
sons of God. The witness which our spirits do give unto our adoption
is the work and effect of the Holy Spirit in us. If it were not, it would
be false, and not confirmed by the testimony of the Spirit himself, who
is the Spirit of truth; and none knoweth the things of God but the
Spirit of God. (1 Cor. ii. 11.) If he declare not our sonship in us, we
cannot know it. How then doth he bear witness to our spirits? What
is the distinct testimony? It must be some act of his, as evidenceth it-
self to be from him, immediately unto them that are concerned in it,
that is, those unto whom it is given.—Quwen. . .

TaE legalist comforts himself in all his extremities with the law,
till the last extremity come, and then he finds himself cheated; and
hence O what a mercy it is that the Lord drains 2 man of his legal com-
fort, that he may unhinge him off the law, and off his self-confidence !
Ofttimes when God is bringing home his elect, he makes all the common
work they had to disappear. It may be they bad a profession, were mo-
rally serious, they had zeal, prayed with life, heard with affection; but
behold now all the streams of common influences are dried up. The poor
goul finds he cannot pray, he cannot shed a tear, though he should be
cast into hell; yea, he cannot think a right thought, though it should
bring him to heaven; nay, he finds his beart hardened like a devil, and
his mind bemisted with the darkness of hell. Why ¢ This is all in love,
to drive him out of himself, and out of the law, to the dear Son of God.
= Ralph Erskine.
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@bituarp.

MRS. SOPHIA ELMER.

1 sEND a short outline of the experience of Mrs. S. Elmer, daugh-
ter of Richard Hide, of Greenfield, Pullan Hill, Bedfordshire. The
first part is from her own pen, and the remainder by her father and
othera who were witnesses of her dying scenes. That from her own
pen was written about the months of March, April, and May, 1864,
as she was able, a few lines at a time, which is little more than an
introduction to what she hoped would have been granted her to
write.

“I will try, by the help of God the Holy Spirit bringing things
to my remembrance, to relate some of the dealings of the Lord
with my soul. I spent all my early years attending the parish
church, except now and then hearing the gospel at Westoning; but
I often heard conversations between my father and Mr. G. Squires,
which so condemned me that I felt, if what they said was truth, I
was in an awful state. I had been the subject of convictions at dif-
ferent times from an early age, but I soon forgot them, was soon at
evil again, and would go on again in my former ways, blinded by
the god of this world. But O! the goodness and mercy of God in
sparing me, and not cutting me off in my sins.

“T married at the age of 21, and in due time was the mother
of children. Then for some time I did not attend any place of wor-
ship, and felt I was wrong in not doing so. I therefore began going
to church again, and tried to attend to what was going on with all
the earnestness I could. But being dissatisfied, feeling as I came
away that there was something wanted which I had not got, I was
at length led to attend the chapel with my father as often as I could;
but I felt as I entered I had no business there; it was for God’s peo-
ple only. After attending some little time, I heard a sermon
preached about the lost and ruined state of sinners in the fall of
Adam, and that living and dying in that state they must perish for
ever; but as I did not feel the effects so much at the time it was
spoken, I cannot call to mind anything but that I felt the solemn
impression to follow me. I sank lower and lower in myself. I felt
myself to be the character spoken of, and the solemn state I was in,
which caused me to cry out in the anguish of my soul, ‘O that the
Lord would have mercy on me!’ Thus I went on for some time,
sometimes encouraged under the preaching; for at times I did feel
a little hope arise, but it was soon gone again. It seemed as though
I dared not to think it was for me; but I have felt so comfortable
whilst I have been hearing the truth preached that I have thought I
could stay for a week if I could enjoy the same feelings. But I have
come away and seemed so entangled with the affairs of this life that
my better feelings were drowned, and I sank so low again that I
thought the Lord conld not have mercy on me; and the enemy of my
soul was all ready to tempt me to think it was not the work of Ged,
because my sins were not laid upon my conscience as some of God's
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children have described. Once in particular, while going to chapel,
I was so worried that I thought it was no use going any farther; but
all at once I felt, ‘ Well, I do feel my need of mercy, and deeply too.
I will go;” which I did, begging the Lord would appear for me; and
I felt encouraged a little; but as I did not have any words applied
with power to my hcart, nor anything I could state from hearing
sermons which seemed as words coming in particular, I determined
not to go again, thinkiug if it was the Lord’s work I should have
some words of Scripture applied by the Spirit.

“A circumstance took place about this time which caused great
rebellion against the Almighty, thinking his dealings with me very
hard. My family being likely to increase, and being in a wealk state
of hecalth, I was very much tried about it; but afterwards I felt so
broken down, fearing lest the Lord should cut me off, and I should
drop into hell, that I had an inward groaning and crying unto the
Lord for mercy, and to spare my life; and, blessthe Lord, he did de-
liver me out of my trouble, and, I hope I can say, gave me a thank-
ful heart for sparing me. Thus I was led on, greatly fearing and
wondcring where the scene would end, after thinking I might as
well give up altogether; but that I could not do. The thought of
death was often on my mind, feeling what a solemn thing it is to die
without God and without hope. I stayed to see three persons received
into the church. They had been baptized in the morning. I scarcely
knew how to keep my seat; and when the hymn was given out, and
this line:

¢¢ What if my name should be left out?’

0, my feelings I cannot express! I felt pierced to the heart. I
would gladly have changed places with any one who I thought
knew anything of a change for themselves, But no; I must stand
for myself. And O! The thought of being in torments for ever,
and shut out of all hope of mercy, rent my heart in pieces. I re-
member sitting by the fire one evening; and, looking at the flame, I
thought, ¢ O, to be in the fire one minute! But what was that to be
compared with everlasting burnings?’ .

“Thus T was led on hoping and fearing until I was taken ill,
which T thought at first was a bad cold; but my strength failed very
fast, and I soon began to think I should never recover, which greatly
increased my fears. I went to bed one night, and O the horror of
mind I felt lest I should be cut off before morning. Day after day
passed, and death, as I feared, was close at hand. I felt, ‘What
must I do? O that the Lord would Lave mercy on me!” In this
state of mind I knew not what to do. Mr. Muskett celled, and
came up steirs to see me. After asking the state of my health, he
said, ¢ And how is your mind}’ I felt I knew not what to say; but
I said, ‘The thoughts of death make me tremble’ He said, ‘I
suppose you are aware it must be all of free grace and Christ’s blood
and righteousness to save you.” I said, Yes; for I felt it was all
I wanted. ‘Give me Christ or else I die,” was the cry of my soul.
He enguged in prayer on my behalf, and I hope I can say he spoke
out the breathings of my soul before a throne of grace, and I felt a
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little liberated. After a little more conversation, he left me; but,
alas! my fears soon came on again. I was so afraid I was deceived,
that it was not of God, and would not do to die with. I felt that
God would be just if he sent me to hell. But, ah! It made me cry
more for mercy, hegging the Lord that I might know whether I was
his or not. I one day took the hymn-book, and read this:

¢+ Yo lambs of Christ's fold, ye weaklings in faith,
Who long to lay hold on Christ by his death.’
And also this:

¢ Blest soul that can say, Christ only I seek;
Wait on him alway; be constant, though weak.
The Lord whom thou seekest will not tarry long,
For to bim the weakest is dear as the strong.’

O Low this encouraged me again. I felt hope rise.

“1 remember after I went up to bed one night such begging of
the Lord to show me whether it was his work, and if it was not that
it might be begun now, when T was so tried with, ‘You know
it is not of God, for if it were you would not have such fears;” but
these words came: ‘Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God that worketh in you to will and to do of his
good pleasure.” I felt the words were from God. The next night
I had such fear, and seemed in the same kind of way, when these
words came: ¢ Let God be true, and every man a liar. I have sworn
by my holiness I will not fail David. Hath hesaid, and will he not
do it? Hath he spoken, and shall he not make it gcod 2’ ”

Thus far her own hand spoke the exercises of her heart; after
“which she could write no more, although she much desired it, that
she might encourage others from her own blessed deliverance, which
took place a few days after the last-mentioned Scriptures were ap-
plied. I called agrin to see her, and found her greatly exercised.
I remember the last time she heard me preach at Silsoe, a village to
which I went about once a month on a Lord’s day evening. I said,
in the course of the sermon, “I had often felt a spirit of prayer for
God's exercised people, so that I seemed to know deliverance was
near. I had felt sure they were the Lord’s before they knew it them-
selves.” A thought sprang up in our friend’s heart, “How I should
like to know if ever you prayed for me;” but she dared not name it.
On my second visit to her, amongst other things by which I endea-
voured to encourage her, I told her I had felt a spirit of prayer for
her, and felt fully persuaded she would not be long without the bless-
ing; at which her soul seemed to make a leap like the babe in the
womb of Elizabeth at the salutation of Mary; and in a few days
afterwards the Lord granted her request by the powerful application
of these words: “In my Father’s house are many mansions. I go
to prepare o place for you,” (great power resting on the word you, )
“and if I go and prepare & place for you, I will come again and re-
ceive you ” (as before, with great weight) “to myself, that where I
am there y¢ may be also.” Now was she. full of joy and rapture.
Not a doubt was left of her full and eternal safety in the Lord Jesus.
She talked to all who knew anything of these things, especially to
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Lier father, to whom, before this time, she could scarcely name the
state of her soul. Now was the stammerer’s tongue loosed, and the
terror of death removed. Death and the grave were subjects she
had looked upon with terror, but now joy at the thought of a speedy
aoquaintance with them, which her bodily disease, consumption, was
now fast hastening on. For a few days she was like one baptized
in love, and blood, aud power by the Holy Ghost.

In the course of a week or two her joys began to decline, although
the Lord continued to commune with her by his word. I could
have wished this had come from her own pen, as I think I never wit-
nessed a more striking way of the Lord talking with his people by
his written word. In fact, her whole state, past, present, and future,
was all put before her and before us by suitable Scriptures of the
Lord’s own finding and applying. But the dear Lord suffered the
enemy to try her faith very severely, especially about, “In my
Father’s house are many mansions,” and the emphatic “ you > spoken
by the Holy Ghost. These words were a prelude to the trial:
“Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy days so shall thy
strength be.”

After this Satan was permitted to wrest from the grasp of her
soul the sweet testimony of the prepared place, &c. But these
words were applied with power: “ When thou passest through the
waters 1 will be with thee, and through the rivers they shall not
overflow thee;” and though these Scriptures did not bring the sweet-
ness of the “ many mansions,” yet they were likke brazen bulwarks
to her buffeted spirit.

Such were her exercises between Michaelmas and Christmas, 1863;
and although she lived to the 7th of August, 1864, she had but little
more of that sweet joy and peace she was favoured with in deliver-
ing mercy; but after the new year had set in, she was favoured with
one more blessed revival in her soul by the s¥eet application of the
words: < Although ye have lain among the pots, yet shall ye be as
the wings of a dove, covered with silver, and her feathers of yellow
gold.” These words so revived her body and soul that she came
down stairs again towards the evening, and some hope was enter-
tained by her parents, whose only child she was, that she might yet
be spared to see her three children reared, and be enabled to give
in her testimony amongst us as a church, and to live in gospel
union with us; but the fatal blow was struck. She again failed in
strength, and her father continued to bring her down stairs in the
hot weather in May, and, T thinlk, the early part of June. She then
took wholly to her bed, wasting daily away to the end.

The next text of Scripture applied to her was: “ Who is among
you that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his servant, that
welketh in darkness and hath no light? Let him trust in the Lord,
and stay himself upon his God.” And truly this was her state to
the end, except during the last day or two. Shec often said, “I
should like to have another blessed visit of the Lord’s dear presence
in my soul; it is so sweet, I cannot but long for this; not but that I
feel my standing on the Rock. I feel I am safe; but, if the dear
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Lord will, T should like another smile.” 1In all of which it was ob-
served there was no distress. It appeared like this. The Lord de-
nied ber the silver of the dove’s wings, but she had the glorious
gold of strong faith, by which she was enabled, in a remarkable man-
ner for one so young in the mystery, to glorify God. It was now
a solemn march behind the great Leader and Forerunner, to meet
the armed men Death and the Grave, at which she never once seemed
to tremble. I belicve, eould this part of her history have been de-
scanted on by her own hand, we might have seen a Mr. Great Heart,
rather than Mr. Feeble Mind, or his daughter Miss Much Afraid.

At a later period she had some little comfort from Job: “The
righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands
shall wax strooger and stronger.” -

During June and July she gradually wasted, the cough increasing;
but she was not racked with pain, either in body or mind. She was
like one lying at anchor, waiting for the gale which should waft her
over the Jordan of death, and which she knew would be her next
and last change. She would mostly say, “I hope still in him. I
have nothing else to hang upon.”

A few wecks, two or three perhaps, before her death, these words
were with her in much power, and particularly sweet: “ No weapon
formed against zhee shall prosper, and every tongue that riseth
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn,” &e. I took the op-
portunity to speak to her from those words, asI had seen her where-
abouts all the way through, from the Spirit’s application of Scrip-
ture; so this Scripture was given to let us know the enemy of her
soul, as with Job, had obtained leave to accuse her before God as a
hypocrite, as also somewhat in her own conscience, and that she
should prove him a liar; and I bad no doubt she would have a very
peaceful end. She still, at times, wished, if it were the Lord’s will,
for one more visit of his presence, observing, “It is so sweet,” yet
at the same time expressing a comfortable hope, which shut all
doubtings out as to the ground she occupied; but she said, “ Once
more shine, Lord, and then let me die.”

About a fortnight before her death, a change took place at which
her mother became alarmed, but she desired her to be assured she
was not going yet; and again, in about a week, snother change of a
similar kind took place, in all which she was calm and unruffled,
except by the violence of her cough.

All the last week she spoke of her death without terror; and
though not favoured in the way she desired with the presence of the
Lord, her faith became stronger and stronger, and she said several
times to her father, «Father, the work is done;, when I bave got
through this,” meaning death, *“sorrow is all over for ever with me.”

Being in great pain a day or two before her death, she said, « It is
hard work; but what is this to Calvary and the cross of Christ?”
To a friend she said, * Death is nothing to me now. I long for it.
Come, Lord Jesus. Lord, give me patience; it will soon be over.”

I called upon her on Saturday the Gth of August, when I found
her in the arms of death, no pulsation to be felt, but in quiet pos-
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session of all her faculties, and she could still so speak that, by put-
ting my ear to her mouth, I could hear pretty well what she said.
I said to her, “ I shall not be long after you.,” She said, with great
emphasis, “Happy meeting!” About midnight she quoted these
words:

¢ Jesus, my all, to heaven is gone;

He whom I fix my hopes upon.’”

Her father, being very unwell and worn out with watching, took
Lis leave of her, and she of him, and he went and lay down in the
adjoining room. After an hour or two, perceiving another change,
her mother said, “ Call father;” but she made signs and let them
know she would not have him disturbed.

A little before she departed, she looked on ber husband, and said,
“It is hard work. You must come here;” which were the last
words she spoke before she yielded up the ghost into the hands of
her most merciful Redcemer.

Aug. 11, 1864, G. MUSKETT.

A NEW YEARS THOUGHT AND PRAYER.

Toav mercies, Lord, are great indeed
To me, a sinful worm;

My wanderings and my base insults
Thou patiently hast borne.

0! Hadst thou strictly mark’d my sins,
I’d not been spared to see

A new year’s day; but must have been
In endless misery.

Thanks to thy name, most gracious God,
For all thy favours past.

O let thy praises tune my tongue
Long as my breath shall last.

Worthless and base I feel I am,
Not worthy of thy care;

Nor in such favours, Lord, do I
The least deserve to share.

If spared to live another year,
May it be at thy feet;

To gaze upon thy hands and side,
And sing, and love, and weep.

In this dear place, Lord, if thy will,
O may I often be;

Cover’d with dust, I there would sit,
And sweetly worship thee.

O blessed place! I love the spot!
Dear Jesus, hear my cry;

Nearer to thee O let me live,
And more to this world die.

And now, dear Lord, just as I am,
I cast myself on thee;

Support, uphold, guide, lead, protect,
Till thy dear face I see.

Stevenage. Joun MARTIN.
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T will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving.”—Ps. exvi. 17.

UNDER the Jewish dispensation, God had appointed a variety of
offerings and sacrifices for the Jews, under certain circumstances, to
attend to; and if you turn to the seventh chapter of Leviticus, you
will find that the offering of the sacrifice of thanksgiving was to be
accompanied with unleavened bread mingled with oil, with wafers
anointed with oil, and with cakes fried in oil. Now in reality, be-
loved, there is no sacrifice of thanksgiving without this oil; and it is
not necessary merely that the wafers should be anointed with oil,
but that the fat of the offering should be mingled with oil. The
figure imports the essential necessity of the divine anointings of God
the Spirit in the conscience, and the same anointings being made
manifest in our external worship. Alas, brethren! 1f you or I ex-
amine the various branches of our external worship and professions
of thanksgiving, where do we find the oil? There may be the
tongue, there may be the judgment and the bodily exercise; but
where is the oil? If there be mno oil in our worship, whether be-
twixt God and the conscience, whether in our families in private, or
in the public assembly of God’s saints, if there be no oil, there really
is no true thanksgiving. And yet our God tells us that “he that
offereth praise glorifieth him, and to him that ordereth his conversa-
tion aright he will show the salvation of God.”

If T may be allowed this morning just to give a word of advice
before I enter more particularly upon the subject, it will be that
you would endeavour to cry to the Lord for oil, that both you and I
may feel the sol. nn unction, the divine anointings of God all in all.
I do not know anything that has tried me more for the last two
days than that I should be suffered to come before you for the first
time after this affliction* without oil. O Lord, forbid it! What-
ever thou withholdest, graciously grant us the divine oil and anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit, that we may be led feelingly into the truth

* This wos the first sermon Mr. Gadsby preached after he bLroke bis leg,
on Sept. 14, 1840,
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of the gospel of God, and feel its sweetness and unction in the
heart.

I shall not attempt to give you any divisions, but just drop a hint
or two:

I. That we bave all cause for thankfulress, whether we are thank-
ful or not.

IL. That God's people have more cawuse to be thankful than the holy
angels in heaven; for God has done more for them than he ever did
or ever will do for the holy angels.

ITI. T shall give you a skort statement of some little that God has
lately done for me to sanctify my affliction.

I. Is there a poor sinner in this assembly who has not cause for
thankfulness? Young men and young women, if you are kept in
the path of morality and virtue, O what cause for thankfulness you
have! Your nature is no more chaste in itself than the youth that
is dying with rottenness, and, to all appearance, likely to be
damned. It is the Lord that preserves you. May the Lord make
you feel it, and teach you to be thankful for it. And if he has kept
you hitherto, may he lead you to be cautious, and humbly to seek
his aid, to keep you in time to come. Alas! There are some pre-
sent who tremble, whose consciences tells them they are guilty, and
who are ready to say, “ Then what cause have I to be thankfal ?”
Why, that God does not cut you off in the midst of your transgres-
sions, and say to you, “ Young man, young woman, you have vio-
lated your conscience, and set yourself against your common under-
standing, to sin against me, and I will honour my justice in damn-
ing you for ever.” He has spared you. And has he spared you,
and you bave nought to say? God forbid that it may be to fill
up the measure of your wickedness! O come, blessed Spirit, with
thy divine power, and bring the oil of life into their dead souls, if it
be thy sovereign pleasure. Make them thankful that thou hast not
given them their deserts; and may they be concerned to cry to thee
for favour and preservation in time to come.

Young friends, harden not yourselves in sin. Be assured that the
period will come when your sins will find you out. Then you must
stand before God naked, exactly as you are, without disguise or
covering.

But we have cause to be thankful for the common necessaries of
life. Few of you, if any, are in that extravagant want and distress
that numbers of your fellow-creatures are. And remember that
numbers of those who are in the most agonising distress, want, and
calamity are as good as you. No thanks, then, are due to you.
Thanks are due to a kind, preventive God; to God's mercy that is
over all his works. Perhaps some of you, in the stiffness of your
hearts, (and it is a stiff heart we have,) will say, “I am more pru-
dent, more economical, more industrious and cautious than many I
see in extravagant distress.” This may be true; but instead of this
pampering you up with pride, it calls for thankfulness, Who has
made you prudent? Who keeps you prudent? The Lord. Sin
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has rendered us all med, and there is not a prudent man in the
world if God do not make him prudent; not one, if we were left
to the workings of our corrupt hearts. There are no bounds to our
folly but what God fixes; and therefore we have great and counstant
cause to be thankful for all the common necessaries of life. And
we never shall enjoy a particle of the blessedness of becoming pen-
sioners upon God till God makes us feel that, and feel it under need
of a little oil. No. Then shall we bless him for all we enjoy more
than the damned in hell; for it is God’s mercy that we have any-
thing more, or are any way better, than they.

II. But God’s people, called by divine grace, made partakers of
the divine nature, have great cause to be thankful above all the rest;
yea, above the angels in heaven. I do not know, but perhaps some
of you may think this rather extravagant; but I have been Lrought,
through the grace of God, to feel that I would not thank God to
make me an angel. I envy them not. If there are different races
and orders of angels in heaven, I do not envy, when in such a
solemn frame of mind, with the oil of rejoicing in my heart, I do
pot envy the highest rank of those adoring beings, They are no
sinners, but, as Hart very solemnly said:

¢ If sinless inpnocence be theirs,
Redemption all is ours.”

O the riches of the love of God! The redemption of the soul by the
blood of the God-Man Mediator is all ours; and the angels cannot
even sip it. It is out of the reach of their pure lips and holy hearts;
but the Lord, in the riches of his grace, bestows that especial favour,
with all the blessings connected with it, upon the objects of his pre-
cious choice, of his love, his own love.

Have you, my friends, been brought, as poor sinners, poor broken-
down sinners, to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? Have we been
brought to cast our cares upon Christ, to feel a little measure of his
love and blood? O how amazing, then, how wonderfully amazing
the feeling, when sometimes we have been drawn up by the power
of God the Spirit to behold the glory of the workings of a faith en-
tering into-the bosom and the love of the God-Man, and saying,
“ My Lord and my God.” How amazing! Reason is confounded;
even Unbelief ia obliged to skulk away for & moment; but it is such
a devil, it will soon come again; but it is obliged for a moment to
skulk away, while the soul has solemn, sweet, and blessed intercourse
with God in Christ Jesus. To speak of a millionth part of the
blessings that God's people have secured to them, which are causes
for thankfulness, we never can. Just let us drop a hint or two, if
we can, upon the suggestion, and then leave it.

First. Before God made the world, before a creature existed, his
loving heart wrapped the people of his choice in himsell, and, by
an eternal, immutable, unalterable decree, fixed the eternal glory of
millions of millions that should live with him at last. Aund when
his blessed Spirit brings you and me to feel, by a vital faith, that we
are of that blessed nunber, does it not call for thankfulness?
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“Why,” say you, “do you think you can prove such a statement as
that from the word of God %" Really, if I could not, I would as
soon have not only another leg broken, but my neck broken into the
bargain, if that would put me out of existence entirely,—if I did not
believe such a truth as that. “Why,” say you, “ what comfort can
there be in that?” I will tell you. It is a cord of infinite strength,
that ties the blessedness of believers so firmly to God's honour that
God’s honour and their degradation must, blessed be God, go to-
gether. If they sink into degradation, the Lord’s honour must sink
too. The Lord has coupled the church of the living God and his
own honour; and the pages of the written word have connected it
with bis own honour and glory, and “ his glory be will not give to
another.” IWow this blessed truth, therefore, is what the apostle
tritmphed in when he said, * Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath Dblessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, hefore the foundation of the world.”
Again: “ Who hath saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Clrist Jesus, before the world began.” O
Lord, of thy mercy and grace to us, give our poor, lumpish souls 4
dead lift, and lead us solemnly and sweetly, by grace, into the mys-
teries of thy love, to taste the glory of God, as secured to us in
Christ; and may we find a rest in our souls that the world can nei-
ther give nor take away. Well, now, connect with this that the
Lord has given his Son to be a propitiation for us. Believers, if
you can forget your poverty, and come to your stock,—I do not
mean the stock you are keeping of your good deeds, for that is not
a bit better than lumber and rags; 1t is only fuel for the fire, and I
should like to see it all in flames. And yet I am such a fool that I
often get another stock of lumber ready for God to burn up. Lord,
what fools we are! What a wonderful thing it is, after the working
of God in our souls, that we should be such fools as to gather such
lumber together, which brings to us so much pain and anxiety.
But, then, I mean that stock of treasure laid up in