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(3:3), and will be revealed "with Christ" in the future (3:4).21 In the 
paragraph, as many have pointed out, there is an already-not-yet 
element; a realized eschatology that focuses on our participation in the 
resurrection of Christ (Col 3:1; and death as well, Col 3:3) through union 
with Him.22 Since believers have already participated in His resurrection 
through union with Him, it is only appropriate that they "seek the things 
above," that which belongs to the realm above where Christ is seated with 
all authority at God's right hand (Col 3:1). In fact, believers are to "focus 
their thoughts on the 'above-things' " (Col 3:2) and not focus on the 
earthly realm, since through union with Christ, they have already 
participated in Christ's death-they have died ([to the world]; cf. Col 
2:20). Their new spiritual life (through union with Christ) is now 
concealed in safekeeping by God (Col 3:3) in the realm above.23 They are 
to focus their thoughts on the realm above because Christ is their 'Life' 
(employed as an epithet) and when he appears, they will be revealed with 
him in the open display of His glory at His advent (Col 4:4).24 

Harris notes the emphasis in verse 4 on the actual future event 
expressed in the adverbial clause "when Christ, 'your life' appears" you 
will appear with Him in glory.25 It is obvious that Christ takes central 
place (five references) emphasizing the believers' new spiritual reality. 
Christ [who is] the believers' 'Life' is everything (Col 3:4; cf. 3:11). This 
emphasis is highlighted by the words "your Life" which are in apposition 
to Christ-in a rare, and emphatic placement in the Greek text. The 
language in the original is arresting, abrupt, and definitely emphatic. 
Harris, commenting on "your Life" is instructive here: 

It "is" Christ, not in the sense that Christ's risen life in heaven 
can be equated with believers' spiritual life on earth or that the 
Church is the resurrection body of Christ, but in the sense that 
Christ is the source, center, and goal [italics mine] of the individual 

21 David E. Garland, Colossians and Philemon, The NIV Application Commentary 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998), 201. Dunn, Epistles to 
the Colossians and to Philemon, 209. 
22 See, for example, Andrew T. Lincoln, Paradise Now and Not Yet: Studies in the 
Role of the Heavenly Dimension in Paul's Thought with Special Reference to His 
Eschatology, SNTSMS 43 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981). 
23 Harris, Colossians and Philemon, 196. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Ibid., 123, 196. 
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