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NOTES ON A VISIT TO SAIDA. 141

our sections, below the early Christian pottery, and above the pottery
found at the south-esst angle of the Haram. I did not see any
pottery similar to what has been lately found at Cyprus.

Mr. Arbela, the Englich consular-agent, was good enough to show me
some columng he had found in his garden. Of one, the pedestal, base, and
capital are lying together: on the pedestal is an imseription in Greek
{of which I have an excellent squeeze), dedicated to the emperor Hadrian.
The base is Attic, and the capital Corinthian. On the bed of the latter is
the mason’s sign or name, in Greek, incised, but it is difficult to make it
out at present. I have a squeeze of if.

It is interesting to remark that there are incised markson the walls of
the city, showing where the aqueduct runs, in the shape of a round G:
but this mark must be quite modern,

M. Durighello is going to preserve either squeezes of, or the stones them-~
selves, which he finds in foture in the ground bearing Pheenician marke.
He took me fo see the eapital of a column lying in a mosque, of which
ho has the fellow in his possession. I forward you a sketch of it; it
appears to be somewhat similar te the capital of one of the monoliths at
the Gtolden Gate, Jerusalem,

I am able fo send you about twenty of the characters from the sea-
castle walls, reduced from squeezes, and about twenty more which I
sketched.

On arriving at Beyrout I found that the consul-genersl, Mr. Eldridge,
who was away on business, had very kindly wade some preliminary
arrapgements about a house in the mountaing, and I had no difficulty in
securing it at once. C.W.

THE COLEOPTERA OF PALESTINE.

BY G. E CROTCH, ESQ., ASSISTANT-LIBRARIAN OF THE UNIVERSITY
OF CAMBRIDGE.

Ox receiving, throngh the kindness of Iieutenant Warren, a emall
collection of Coleoptsra from the environs of Jerusalem, bre has suggested
that & short account of these would not be unacceptable for the Querterly
Statement. It -will be, I fear, however, almost impossible to extract much
interest from a subject so little caleulated to attract the general publc.
The Coleopterous Fauna of Palestine haa received a fair share of attention
of late years ; the rich collections of M. de Saulcy, whose son is an ardent
entomologist, 1aid the foundations of our knowledge; M. Peyron, long
resident at Tarsus and at Beirout, has slso enriched the French collections
with many new and interesting species; M. Antey, whose captures were
described last yoar bythe Abbé de Marseul, largely added to the list; and
the immense collections of M. Piochard de la Boulerie, who has recently
spent three months in Syria, bent solely on amassing Coleoptera, will, when
examined, pive a thorough idea of this interesting fauma. The species
collected by the Rev. O. Pickard, Cambridge, when in company with
the Rev. H. B. Tristram, were also of the highest interest ; these an
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another set collected by Mr. Lowne have recently passed throngh my-
hands; and a further sef, limited unfortunately in number, collected by
Mr. Palmer at Sinai, shows that the southern frune is much more charne-.
teristic and novel than that of the more northern parts. The present
expedition of Messrs, Drake and Palmer will, I hope, be very productive-
in this respect, as the former is an able and zealous naturalist, who has
already made large collections in Morooco. The fauna itself has but
fow striking features, compared with that of the Mediterranean generally ;
there is a dearth of new or striking forms, compeneated, it is true, by the
very interesting modifications which nearly all the Eurcpean species
found there undergo. The dominant group, to the eye at least, is
cortainly the Heteromera; for such genera as Pimelia, Blaps, Ocnera,
Tentyria, Adesmia, &e., seem fo form the leading features of the country,
present as they are in every burnt-up place, where it would seem impos-
sible for them to obtain nourishment. The rapacious Casabide are much
less strongly represented—the numbers not being great and the variety
certainly small. The water-beetles are, from the arid nature of the country,
1are, but abundant when found ; several that I received from Mr, Palmer
from Mount Binai appear quite peculiar fo that Iocality, whence they were
described in 1832 by Klug in the *Symbolee Physicee ” of Ehrenberg
and others ; a work replete with information for the Syrian fauna, and
whose illustrations leave little to he desired. The third great division
of beetles, called ¢ Staphylinide,” are not apparently abundant; af least
I have onlyreceived two or three species as yet; but M. de Sauley, whose
predilections are in favour of this group, was able to discover & number
of minute and extremely interesting species, forming several new genera,
especially some of the utmost interest inhabiting the nests of the different
species of ants, under stones, and living with them, on what footing is
difficult to discover, but certainly as intimate guests. Nearly all these
species are minute, but present very curicus modifications of struoture,
and are indeed often quite blind, though they find their way about with
some rapidity. From these we pass to the grest group called Clavicornes
by Latreille, which is so largely developed in Central and Northern
Europe, and whose office it is to remove all matter in a state of decom-
position, The dryness of the climate prevents there being much demand
for these; hence they are but poorly represented.

The group of Lamellicornes, the finest and best known group of Coleop-
tera, are sbundant; the sacred beetle of the Egyptians ( Utenchus sacerd)
is present everywhere, and numerous smaller dung-beetles may be
observed in almost incredible numbers fulfilling their vocation. The
more beautiful flower-loving Lamellicornes are also abundant, two or
throe Celonias, especially the pretty white-spotted €. Nem:, abso-
lutely swarm ; the purple and green Amphicomas, so beautifully clothed
with hair (and so difficult fo preserve), also oceur in immense abundance
on flowers, and in the most perplexing varieties. The group of Bu-
prestride, the most brilliant of boetles, is poorly represented in apecies ;
some, however, as Capnodis porosa, occurring literally by hundreds.’ The
berutiful genus Tulodis, scattered all over the European end of Asia, is
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not well represented; the elegant covering of yellow dust-like pollen
with which they are covered is removed with the least touch, and renders
themn almost impossible to preserve satisfactorily. The Claferide are
few in number and unimportant. The flower-infesting Mulacoderms
are only just commencing fo attract attenfion, but appear, to judge from
Mr. Anoey's Foyage, to be abundant, and fo contain many new forms.
The Heteromers I have already spoken of as the great feature of the
place. The second section, of more flower-loving habits, is also well
represented, especially the numerous varieties of blister-beetles or Can-
tharide. The orange and black Mylabris are everywhere in flowers, and
are most variable. The Curculionidz are but litfle known, though
furnishing gome interesting gemera. More remains to be done in this
group than in any other; and throughout the world it is of incredible
richness, more than 12,000 species being computed to exist in collections.
The Lengtcornes are tolerably well represented, especially by the compa-~
ratively gigantic Prioni, but the beautifully striped genus Dorcadion, so
characteristic of Asia Minor and Turkey, is scarcely represented here.
The herbivorous Piyfophaga are abundant, wherever there is vegetation,
and will furnish many new species; two extremely curious species of
Castida discovered by M. Ancey have quite an exotic appearance.

The lady-birds or Coccinellide are not abundant or remarksble; the
common seven-spotted species appears to occur there without change, and
ia in fact spread over half the world, From this brief sketch it will be
seen that the fuuna hes altogether an European cast, and to obtain
much strikingly novel, excursions must be made eastward and south-
ward, The grand mountain district'of the Lebanon, while furnishing
some interesting things, is very poor compared to any of the mountains
of Asia Minor, a5 the Taurus, &e., which absolutely teem with insect life.

In conclusion, I can only say that if any one who may read this has
specimens of this group of insects from Mediterranean districts, I shall
be most delighted to render any assistance in examining and naming the
specimens.

Cambridge. G. R, CroTeH.

REMAREKS ON A VISIT TO ’AIN JIDY AND THE
SOUTHERN SHORES OF THE DEAD SEA IN MID-
SUMMER. 1867,

BY CAPTAIN WARREN, R.E.

IT being desirable fo photograph several objects of interest in the
southern shores of the Dead Sea, previous to the departure home of our
photographer, an expedition was arranged., Our party consisted of
Dr, Barelay, Mr, Eaton, myself, and Corporal Phillips (photographer).

Visits to this part of the Dead Sea had been hithertc made during the
<old weather, and whether Franks could stand the heat in midsummer
was quite a matter of conjecture; we knew that the Bedonin abandon the



