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41

GREEK AND OTHER INSCRIPTIONS COLLECTED IN
THE HAURAN.

By the Rev. W. Ewxa.

Edited by A. G. WrieaT, Bsq., of Aberdeen, and A. SouTer, Esq., M.A,,
of Cadus College, Cambridge.

Tur following inscriptions were copied in the Hauran by the Rev. W.
Ewing, of Tiberias, and W. R. Paton, Esq., undertock to edit them.
Mr. Paton, however, on going abroad had to relinquish the work, and
his readings, notes, &ec., have been incorporated with much advantage by
the editors. The few occasions where his name is quoted form no
eriterion of the amount which he had done.

The editors desire to thank Prof. 'W. M. Ramsay for constant advice
and assistance, as also Mr. Geo. Middleton, Lecturer in Iatin in
Aberdeen University, for revising the proof-sheets.

In continuation of the present collection, an attempt has been made to
determine the boundaries of the provinces, Roman and Byzantine, in the
distriet where the inscriptions were found. (See p. 67, et seq.)

The translations of some of the Arabic inscriptions are due to
My. Thatcher, of Mansfield College, Oxford, and Prof. Margoliouth, of
Oxford.
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No. i. On a lintel over a door leading into a cattle shed at Tstr.

OCKYOYNREBONTHN € O £ &R
e WKA”" ?I’N’E‘ OAONCEBl OY 2 ¥

- e e vy
ey Beos o povos 0 atwvis

os.  Kiopie, gpdrator iy lood[ov
kai v ¢Eodoy EdoefBiov.

Cf. Wadd., 2646, 26624, 2696.

The words ¢ptAafor riw igodoy, &e., are taken from Psalm cxxi, . 8.

For a description of Tsil, see G. Schumacher's Across the Jordan,
p. 222 ff. The town always belonged to the province of Syria.

No. 2. Broken pillar on base at Tsi. No inseription.

R L EETr

PRI L

The stone was freshly turned up from the middle of the street.
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No. 3. Over door of house No. 4. In court of house,
near Mosque, at TsiL. at TsirL.

I @T0XP/
SALTXA
YTTEPCL

A T ;
77 i

cls 6(eos) w(vpro)s o povo:

6 7 odpdvios 7o[v] vewr o-

[ov?] purdf(ed) émi Téhovs . v, .. -
vrép O’wT’i;I,()L'(lS‘ ke m'm;v

TV Eea[w](n[tﬁ]v Koveor .

These apparently are two parts of the same stone, but owing to their
bad condition the restoration is uncertain, The names of the Emperors
cannot be deciphered, so that it is impossible to fix the date of the inserip-
tion. Probably Constantine followed tév 8eomordr; the plural shows
there must have been two Emperors reigning at the time, so that the date
is a late one.

“The one God, the Lord the only and heavenly, guard thy temple till
the end . . .. for the safety and victory of our masters Constantine. . ..”

No. 5. In wall of Sheikh’s house. SAEM EI JAULAN,

~

H
EAAWOIKONoM]
SRR ——

..... ’Ap] X EMiw oifmﬁu'yno[s‘.

For deécription of Sahm el Jauldn, see Schumacher, deross the Jordan,
b- 91 f. Tt appears to have always been in the province of Syria.
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No. 6. On lintel over doorway in deep cellar, adjoining Sheikl’s house.
SAum EL JAULAN,

Hf@en_afﬂf ; L:.HME T RPIAEL

A HMAL
elous) 3B, Wymoie) Xp(romse) Kipe{os)

BRI/ ﬂ'a[ﬂ’a?]s‘ ’f],u('l\s‘.

The era used here is in all probability that of Damascus, which begins
with the year 312 B.c. The 902nd year would thus be 590 A.p., which is
the date of the inscription. It is remarkable to find the Seleucid era
employed so far south of Damascus, and its use is conclusive proof that
Sahm el Jauldn was connected with Damascus, and not with the province
Arabia. There can hardly be any doubt that this place is the shipa
TavAdygs of Georgius Cyprius.

In the centre of the stone a cross is inscribed.

Beapaot
Oué-
daios

er(@v) ',

For a description of ’Adwén, see Schumacher, dcross the Jordun,
p. 119.
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No. 8, Over doorway north end of Mosque. JAsgw.

S - SRS A"
Trolop A H A
4 AgéYI Porijoy

F""' 7"

SHY AL
s 2T
mpoopopd "Hr- - 7o plapripor? epdprov?
la Edrpomiov LoTap
Enuac? CAvdpovicov. aoT

A cross is inscribed on each side of the stone, which is incomplete on

the right hand side, if not on the left also.
Mzr. Paton conjectures in 1. 3 mpovviar for rpovoiar.
“By offering of Elias, son of Eutropios . .. ., by the care of

Andronikos (7) the chapel of the martyr.”

No. 9. South end of old Mosque, JAseu.

FRETY Xe E_AMANTH\J |
TENEANT W rEPONTIOY ai
@QMHNKE(PY/\ AZONAT YL § 1

A )

Come- Nl

"I- K{vpe)e ’l(r]o’o)f/ X(ptor)é, é\éyoor macar i
yevear tiv Teporrion,

dpjr,  Kipie, Qpidafor adrote].

The last line of the inscription is almost obliterated.
“Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on all the family of Gevontios:

Amen, Lord guard them.”
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No. 10. Tn court of house near old Mosque. JAsEn.

FW_W = )
10 KYPI0CMoXBoNocommTTPIPUiTO 1
| TATKOMKAIABY L APZACHNONERETHNI [
7 KAITOY A )0 € YONTACKAITOCNICATA 12

A TANTOIPHNE g € COAHETRINCGAN Q.2 |7
e /,//////// A R e

‘O wdpios pov Bores o Rn,uﬂ'po’('ra‘ros) WpuSTo(u)
Ta /(,um-ae\ I\o,m]s- kal AobE dpfas nubv v e[a]pr]v:}
kul Tods Srodevortas xai 10 [€0vols did

T'(lIITGi (l/)?]IIEUCO'G(IL WU'(ZS(IKLO'GTO.

Published from a better copy in Architolog. Epigraph. Mitthell. wus
Oesterretch, 1884, p. 181, and in Révue Archdologique, 1884, vol. iv. p. 264.

Bonns was dux Arabiz at the end of the 4th century (see Wadd,,
2293¢). He had apparently cleared the neighbouring desert of wild
beasts and robbers,

“My Lord Bofus, most noble Comes of the first order, and Dux ruling
us in peace, established the peace of the travellers and the nation for
ever.,” Tn Rév. drch., M.(®X) is read for pov in the first line. Wad-
dington reads, in 22934, émt OA. Bdvos, so that this reading is probably
the correet one.

No. 11. Over doorway of Sheikh’s honse, JisEm,
The stone is very mutilated.

=N T WCATIOAUAT A€
N E e %\i

. TN XAAwc _P =
EKllfﬁN

¥
CKTITEY

-F is the monogram of Christ.
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No. 12, Ornamentation on stone over doorway at UMM EL ‘Osu,

Part of ornamental design which had probably formed the lintel of a-
door. It consists of a row of similarly formed heads separated and
surrounded by a geometrical pattern.

No. 13. In stone beap near Umm EL 'Osa.

Oaie-
ailos Ap-
-6ainy-
apov (7)

ériow

“Thaddaios son of Abdalouaros (?) — years of age.”

No. 14. In stone hea.p near UMM e *Osiy,

’Aﬂ[a]erlu@os‘
Ma[eﬁe]ov

e"r(u?w) e

« Abdelathos the son of Matheos — years of age.”
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A
No. 15. In stone heap near Umm oL 'Os1J.

Ben Omar. God This was built by

have mercy upon him. (7)) Salamah son
of Omar, on whom
God have mercy.

No. 18. Over court doorway near Sheikl’s house, said to have been
copied 30 years ago, and to have recorded the fact that King David
had built the house. ’ArraBAR.

W NRPZATOHPAKAIOAT
|WLENsp &

Nad]pwy dpfaro "Hpaxidas

€ Te:j?t el

See No, 19.
“ Naamon began (it) Heraklidas finished (it).”



GREEK -INSCRIPTIONS. 49

Ne. 19. Inroof of adjoining house, upside down. *AKrABAE (Wadd.,, 24138).

ETOYCIHBAUNEW AN [z
HYITAFYPIOYAOYEL A O]
CMAANEIXAGoY EFTI O]~
HEANTABYP WM AT |
ACYMFOZMOYKAI‘F

ONBWA7 oM sy E K

Awmnlouevcsbtu\cm

AQyrrkw

//4"-;7"'4 gt

érovs if] Basi\éws *A~yp-
~lrma kuplov *Aovieio-
- MaheryaBov émoi-
-noav T vau.':;w-r-
-t GUR KOGHOU Kai T-
-ov PBwpov €k -

- R 3 r ld
-y Loiny EUG'C,GGHLS‘ o=

~axa Au Kuplw

Tu Waddington's copy (after that of Wetzstein) the date is uncertain.
Kirchoff conjectured IH, and the later reading of the stone confirms this.
The inscription belongs to the reign of Agrippa II, the 18th year of which
was 67 ap. This date, together with that on No. 30, establishes the
political position of ’Akrabah. The fact of its dating by Agrippa shows
that it must have helonged to the province of Syria as formed in 63 B.c.,
and by the use of the Seleucid era (see No. 30) at a late date, it cannot
have been in the part of Syria united to Arabia about 297 A.n. See Pt. IT.

““In the 18th year of the reign of our Lord, King Agrippa, Aoudeidos
the son of Maleichathos made for.Zeus the Lord the doors and their
ornaments and the altar at his own expense, from feelings of piety.”

Nos. 20 and 21. In Sheikh’s Medafel.. ’AKRABAH.

rAP

-Coge=

[ Jos “Am- , ~ayap-
-[8]dxo[v ZH 2 &
’F]:udm]s* ( Ace cas(?) €. ‘
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No. 22. On the end of a broken Sarcophagus at the fountain.
"ARRABAH,

FAYAPATCC] Tardpa Se-

RICCOYC Biooods

NZNCZH Cholana) &y
NHY - ~ [wedli]

“May Gapsara, daughter of Sebisses, who lived forty-eight years,
be remembered.”

No. 23. In wall of house. ’AXRABAMNL

Ippw wpav ocf (oo (OF Pwpavos?
4P PWAMANOC O10ErEw PP (oo ( * )
40P KEYANEWN
HEITEP 1 PEWNAEVAIT'N
XL TEIKOONIEAIINE 4
TWYDAVEAC HEAIL 1 0
NMIYME TPIOCANA OCEL,
AEPYEHATAACNY

[ad]rw r" adepds Hehdoto. ||
.. Jov pérpros dAros |
aphaor ofiov]. |

REE Y

The inscription must have been in hexameter verse, of which we have
only parts--the ends of the lines—preserved.

No. 24. By doorstep in same courtyard. ’AKRABAR.

oMM A‘roere'yfe}vAm

§ D€ ANVI coVAX LA BHE crevfer
y YA HBAPAKO S| s
éﬂfﬁ;#ﬁz}z VCE ¢£|IIHC Wapaxoz['rts']

i §H+NEEi‘WAETO 76 Zebs éppelAyofc]
$8e APERTIV ANTOV

43%.«}imn‘n‘fnr-ﬂrr(

R ol

This and the previous inscription may be parts of the same, but the
reading is hopeless.
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No. 25. In wall. ’ARKRABAH,

Aof;...:--:"‘--VAo (i [Kipie, dvemabaor zor} éobhow
FEA1'T10YER [ ....... TOV v u e ] I‘e[w]pqt’au
5. TIOVANH N | Edorpa) wlov . dujy
: &

No. 26. Over house door. ’AKRABAH.

YE

A cross in the centre is flanked by the omega and alpha (¢/. Schumacher,
Aeross the Jordan, fig. 101, p. 196). The meaning of the letters XET M
has been much debated. They are almost peculiar to Christian inscrip-
tions of early date in Syria. (For an instance from Athens, see Bull.
Hell 11, p. 32.) Waddington (No. 2145) proposes as the full signification,
Xpiords & ék Mapias yewvnfels. De Rossi interprets the letters as Xpiords
Miyadh TaSpujA, an explanation which had suggested itself to Wad-
dington alse. (See Bulletino di Archeologia Cristiane, 1890, p. 42 ; also
Bull., 1870, pp. 18-31, 115-121.)

No. 27. Over court door. ’AKRABAH.

EIMENQIAEEIZE )
EPXEOTAH EZ
AOMEN/Y\0 [N

N ,
€ ¢ pOoveers E€pkeo Texopevos

‘Within a circle in the centre is a cross, from which depend clusters of
grapes, recalling in style forms of the holy tree on Assyrian and Pheenician
monuments.

(The same wish registered in this inscription is conveyed by two lines
of a metrical inscription, Wadd., 2145 = Kaibel 452 :—

Bdooos "ABoupiow morijcaro tois ayabois pév
xdppara Tois 8¢ kaxots elpduevos 6dlvas

“ Bassos, son of Abourios, made these things ; devising them as joys
to the good, but to the evil, woes.”) W. R. Parox.

“If thou lovest, come rejoicing ; but if thou hatest, look, and waste
away,”

D2
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Na, 28. In old dyke near threshing floor

’AKRABAR,

TJO'DTO Mdvragts [ . .:rms'—i-[ ..... ”
V:Ieogburyrye'a deluato vyov . Il

This must have formed part of a metrical inscription dedicating a
temple or church.

No. 29, In wall. ’AxkraBamn.

FKHNTON]
cokaﬁw
KHC 370\

+KHNTON
COYKYT () €W
KHC .

This inseription is undecipherable

No. 30, Over doorway.

"AKRABAH,
HTOYC NSYR N
AAMAC PoY® 0CP V- he
KOY® W mcan A HAC NOI APIAA <
8- 1 éloyoiK o‘x rlekTice Nt TR - i
F---_-_-A_-_._..___----‘;f [ U
P - ~
frove P "Apme- C/—\ly ‘Poogpos T Nib-
Aapdc- T Aes DAa- P © Mayvon pri. d=
xov w- [ﬁ]t’ou vixo(Eopnae) XIMF’ ceTiger . 7o BEbr-
3

l l!’uJ]S‘ -
The 812th year of Damascus corresponds to 500 A.p. (¢f. No. 6). The
use of this date shows that *’Akrabah remained in Syria after 297 A.D. (see
. 19, .

No. 19, note). For the explanation of the signs X M [ see No. 26, uote
P.

?
is the monogram of Christ, and js repeated twice if not thrice

. “In the 812th year of Damascus. Ampelis, the son of ¥Flavius, was
the architect. Rufus, the son of Magnus, wus the mason. The stones are
from Eutime.” '
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No. 31. On a heavy stone at the end of a Sheikh’s tomb in the grave-
ya,rd beside the Kasar, a building which resembles the Palmyrian tombs.

JAKRABAH.

- o] REATHPEL
i OUENANECEIHCETIBWAAKANCOY(IXWPON -
WA UPE VA AL W) OCKAIOYNOR AFANONABOYC | NS
BIUOUINOCACT WO ICITADIQINC IréAEBYN D S
CAVAA TOPAIPORAEN 0ICH N Y LEPTATONH O BB E HT 0N
ANOMCYNNINTTHANOX WHRAITIE L KE A N ) -

TTAYAINHESOYNOLAK AHI PARLAATENE BAH C

2.7 -

|7 SR R,

RV R R T ENAH WNGEAE 1T WoIC HETE H T

P 37 ol

-s

[ér]evEer
veatipes

of &¢ 7¢} Ba[x]coelis cptBudaca véover xdpov

qropéyy [N]adpwres xai odvopa walov ddovew

E(G)t.,u[u']lueuos' & Lwolor 1d o (ihos 5fche Ovpos

He)iparo [k]ai POiudvoay dméprator 8¢ Oeyrov

[veplov (7) v 'zrwv"rzj~ d\oxw xal vidi kedvip

5

HavAévy & odvopa Khpiyapidao qeréOhys

KdAmrov ¢ Neuwros deliora(t) uercdiy.
I /]

“The inhabitauts of . . . and they that dwell in the fertile country of
Bachesethe sing the valour of Naamon and his fair name. ‘When he had
built for the living that which his heart desired, he built for the dead
also a lofty and splendid circle (¥) for himself, his wise wife, and his

dear son.

Paulina was her name, and she was of the race of Cleigamidas.

May Cylptus, son of Naamon, be among those that live for ever.”

No. 32, In the city wall, south-west, near the ground. ’ARRABAIL
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No. 33. At Kerr SHEMS.

fITITYEYAAGia Moy G on 3}
HKTicOHTOCTABN K H [
ATIN {

éwt 7ob edAafeardrov) YAuov oy . . .
<. px Céxtialy o ordBlov ket
FANVAVIR

@ dyw, ©.e. d\hayloy, usually dAhayj.  For ordBiov, ¢f. Wadd., 2161.

“In the time of the most reverend Amos, ruler of ... (?), the stable
and the stage was built.” The ordB\ov kat d\kay) were apparently an inn
by the wayside where a change of horses was or could be made.

No. 34. At Kgrr SHEMS,

Maf] -
os Ma[ £~
pov i[n--
mevs

“Maximus, son of Maximus, a knight, (lived) thirty-three years.”

No, 35. At KEFrR SHEMS.

- " Adwh
AAwA_ ;' /3 't-
feocio [9] Oaw[v]
AAXO ¢ d\o)xos
€ TWN érdoy

T 7

“Adoils, wife of Hosios, eighty years of age.”



e
<t
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No. 36. At KEFR SHEMS.

“ Agathe died, nine years of age, in the year . . .

No. 37. Es SavaMEIN = AERE.

= AHEPOCﬂAeélD
=l AAIBIVAINOCANE,
Ad® C eMOIHCATO
Ngwuouoeo‘raf
oCEXTWNIAIWN
ETAEKATOY AAPI [
ANo¥ KAICA Pl

Apepos MaBerov

kal "Ovawos @ée-
Agos émolysa(v) To-
v ﬂm,uau Oeotr As-
os ék TEV (Swr
e7(ovs) SewdTov “Afpi-

avod Ka.:'(rapos

The date is the 10th year of Hadrian's veign, 126 a.n. There is
another inseription given by Waddington of the year 190 A.p., which also
dates by the reigning Emperor. Alsc No. 46 dates by the reign of
Agrippa. This shows that Es Sanamein, the ancient Aere, must have
been in the province of Syria from its formation till at least 295 A.p.
Although we have no date later than that year, Aere was apparently in
Alabla, being called Hierapolis (i.e. "Eppa Hékes) in the Notitie. For the
identification of Es Sanamein with Aere, see Wadd., 2413 £,

“ Ameros, the son of Matheios, and Onainos hlb brother, made the
altar of the god Zeus at their own expense, in the 10th year of the reign
of Hadrian Cresar.”
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No. 38. ( Cf. our No. 39.) Es §axAMELN, a repetition of No. 39.

ATEPHIw Y AvFoYTHTY
G HTOYCTEWAPE,  m mm

MTiAOHbOPOY /
ANEOHKEN .

-l C e— 7

907](176’,01: 709 wiod adTOD TH TU-
[X]'l Tovs Téocape] )
[)\a],u':raé ypepor]s]

!Il/tai]hel’

No. 3%. (Waddington, 2413 g.)

This inscription, together with No. 40, and also a fragment broken off
a similar inseription, are all on the frout of the temple over the old door-
way. KEsSavamury.

DAwrvaios Kvva~

JPnwNaleckYNA
foy TovyMoppoy

- " ,
o To0 Moppov

ie[placas Aduvar

Oveparépa tod wi-

ad adrot 7y Ti-

X7 Touw o oan

/)r;e Apmaci-

popf ovs éxy [ar]

eddwlv avé]Oprer
iepdopac is the common word in this sense. I do not know any other

example of the use of iepdw for the middle. Liddell and Scott’s Zez. does

hot recognise it.

No. 40. In wall, left corner, front (exactly 39). Es Sawaxrs.

BTAWNAICKYNATOY|
TOYH oPPOYIEPAE AC
DOL NANEYCATEPATOY
YloYAYToY?HT YXH
TOYCTECCAPACMA MTIA
AHGOpoYcekTHONIA|
wNANaGH KEN

T,
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No. 41. In wall of court. Es SaNaMEIN,

M Q4 VAYMUESY (VR
T 1OREINRECIONEMYRYEN
T INIE TMARTINIETNONNI

NIANAY KART{IMO EY
M.... as miles legionis Cyrenaicae, . ...
mortuus ? missus ? in exped]itione in regione M. .. .. (or regionem ? . . .}
[cura Tusftini et Martini, et Nomni . . ...

[fratri geJrmano karissimo et

The Legio IIT Cyrenaica was stationed in Syria.

Ne. 42, In wall.  Es SawavErv.

No¢ 43. In cattle cowrt. Es SANaMEIN.

; l‘_}-‘\ ) ruad
5giif§/{\JJeXIh?\

No. 44, In Sheikh'’s house. Es SANAVEIX.

EEANAPm’
4 |

’l -~
Bearcpio-

s
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No. 45. By way side. Es Savaxerx,

Yo, 46. 1n Sheikh’s house. Es SavaMEx,

ﬂfrovc/\z ToYKAIAD
BACLAfwearPIMTAK Y

“ AN(YNNeleuouKA
7 APloummevaMA
HAECTHCANAIIKYPIWEK TR

i) AlenievceaeiscxAPIN
e —— e g

y , -

rovs N 100 wai A3 PBaci\éws “Avpirma kvpidov]

. - af3fBo7jatos (I)ﬁtw[yos' Kl af] viol otxocopunouv [ﬂ)v avpav
A ~r A r o A ’ ’ -

oby vewablos xal Neovraplows (¥) xai ¢ Oupipara Eotyoav

N
A Koply éx 7iow (élwy ebaefelas ydpw

This inseription has been fully discussed by Prof. G. A. Smith in the
Critical Revicw, January, 1892, This copy is a little more complete than
his. xvpiov was written in full ; only two letters at most are missing
before . . aB8oyalos, which seems to have been part of a Syrian name pu
into Greek form, perhaps MaBBoyules.!

For the bearing of the date on the province see No, 37.

¥ In an unpublished inscription of Cappadoeia, which will soon be published
by V. Yorke, King's College, Cambridge, the name MauBoyig oceurs in the
dative. Prof. Ramsay had suggested MaBBovaioc as the mutilated name,
but it is, in all probability, Maupéysoc. The name is a most interesting
one. Mambug, or Mabug, is the Syrian name of Hierapolis (now Mambitch),
near the Buphrates, in North Syria; and also the name or title of the goddess.
From it comes the name for “cotton” in many Oriental languages {Turkish
“ Pambuok ")~ -A. G, W,
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No. 47. Upside down in wall of court. Es Saxameiv.

The letters ave separated by a cross.

No. 47a. In niche in Temple. Es SaNamemx, (Wadd., 24134.)

[PeodoTocekTOPOK
EMTTAKIN,: O'ANOCA
ALYMBlWKAITERND!
THN TIXEANCYNTRK ©
XHTHTTATP

\mepvcwewoczfﬂcm

OcgdoTos 'Etc-opas 'E?r'mmv[e]()mu&g dpa ovufBly rai Tékvors T
T[AC(LV O-UV TT] H:OVXT] T?] T!ZTI)LOI A{PUO’“’ ChOO‘[,lL]i]O‘EV
“ Theodotus, the Heptakmethum, son of Hector, along with his wife

and children, adorned with gold the statue of Ty, along with the niche,
for his native place.”

No. 470, Projecting from wall in Temple. Es SaNAMEIN,

TAFNWCENIT
SANTATE MK
XAMN

Line 1. émir Vpowor [roi ZeSavrod
2. 75 kowd[v]
s B3 ayvds émr[pomel-
4. olavra Tapfs [kai. ....xapw
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No. 48. In wall of court. Er Busig.

ADN TN

This inscription is quite undecipherable.

(7o be continued.)

A JOURNEY IN THE HAURAN.
By Rev. W. Ewixa.

Ox the afternoon of Monday, August 15th, 1892, under a broiling suu,
I'set out from Safed, with two attendants, viz.,, Mohammed el Khudra,
a man of some reputation in that mountain city, who was supremely
satisfied as to his own abilities to act as guide, philosopher, and friend ;
and "Abdullah, a youthful mukary, who bestowed all my goods for the
journey on a rather lean-looking Zedisk, planting himself on the top of
all, and sang, swore, and whistled the day in and the day out again: a
happy-bearted lad, but, withal, in wmortal dread of Chirkas (Circassian),
Bedawy, and Druze, and when in their neighbourhcod, ever trembling
for the day that never came. Heading eastward, winding along through
the groves of ancient olives that shade the northern steeps, we left the
castle hill behind us, lying like a mighty mastiff in repose, clear cut in
white against the dark purple of the Jermuk range beyond. Passing
between the two beautifully-rounded grassy hills that guard the Damascus
road, just where it reaches its greatest height, we plunged down the swift
and uarrow descent, with high precipitous cliffs on either hand, into the
flat lands of the Upper Jordan valley. Red-legged partridges, like their
more sober cousins at home, always nearest when the gun is furthest,
literally swarmed over the grey crags to the right ; impenetrable hedges
of prickly pear fenced the tortuous approaches to the village on the
left, while women and dirty children made believe to wash, puddling
in the little stream that gurgled down the glen. In pleasing contrast
with the monotonous brown of the surrounding country, the gardeus,
fruit trees, and young plantations of Ja'uneh, the Jewish colony, seemed
to fall like a spreading cascade of emerald from the rocky side of Jebel
Kan’an.

Hot and shelterless are the broad stretches in the Ghor, marked here
and there by the dark brown roofs of the Arabian “ houses of hair,” and
by the groups of white flecks, that mark the presence of the shepherd



