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188 A GREEK INSCRIPTION FROM NEAR NAZARETH.

On Sheet 8 is given one of the capitals, as restored from the remains.
Aceording to the diameter and tle width of the abacus it belonged to-
one of the pillars of the vestibule opening.

The capitals of the larger pillars I think may have had nearly the
same shape, only thicker, not looking so tall. Of other and only smalf
pieces, I could make nothing, but think with the aid of this one described
we learn enough that an architect may with some degree of certainty
reconstruct the pyramids and the whole of the decorated entrance to
these celebrated royal tombs. '

A GREEK INSCRIPTION FROM NEAR NAZARETH.

By Rev. H. PoRrTER, of the Syrian Protestant College, Beirit.

. Aprl 1264, 1897,

I se¥p a copy of a Greek inscription on a stone from the vicinity
of Nazareth, which I have made from a squeeze which is not very good,
ag the person who took it and sent it to me is not experienced in such
matters. I have made a pretty careful study of the squeeze, and am
quite sure of most of the characters, but where there is doubt I have
left the copy indistinct, tracing the lines of the criginal as they appear
in the squeeze. The stone is evidently somewhat worn by time. I
do not send the squeeze as T understand that the person who seut
it to me (a native Syrian) wishes it returned, but should Dr. Murray
tind my copy undecipherable, I might get permission to forward it.

The inscription may have Deen published, but I cannot find it
in any of the works on Greek inscriptions I have at hand.

HNMOYNATHPKOINTOCHNMHTHP¢IAOYC
TOAOYNOMECTINAREIWNITIATPICAEMOY
KAINACIKOINHITAAAPAXPHCTOMOYCIA
COPHCAAGINAOYECTINHMHTHPOIAOYC
ANMATAATOIKONETAINWNERITPICIN
OIKWKEAEYOOICTYMBONEICOMOYCIHN
MATHPANACANEKXEACMEHABGYIICEN
ZHCANTETHAICENAEXMONORENHCEH

Length of inscription, m. 0-75 ; width, m. 0-30.

Height of letters about 3% cm.

Irregularity in length of lines nearly as in the original, some end-
letters perhaps effaced.
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Note by Dr. MURRAY.

v pov marijp Koivros, vy mptyp Okods,
70 & odvep’ éoviv "Amelwy, warpis & pov
xal wasl kowy Ddbapa xpyoropovela,
Zoghijs & dpiwmov dativ 7} ,m}-rqp Dehotre.
drada v olxov éy\imwv émi Tpiaiv
oikd® keheiors TopBov * els buovalny
marp ardgav €xxeas pe NG DTcler
Cpoavt &ry dis Evded’ (Hpov Gpfjvyoer.,
My father was Quintus, my mother was Philous,
My name is Apeion, my fatherland . . . . Gadara, fond of the Muses,
My mother Philous is of Sophé, the horseless.
Leaving a home (now) childless, I dwell in a tomb at the Three Ways.
. . my father came after me sorrowing.
He mourned for me who had lived twice eleven years,

At Dr. Murray’s request Dr. Porter again examined the squeeze at

several doubtful points, and wrote as follows :—
Moy 15th, 1897.

Your letter of the 29th ultimo, containing Dr. Murray’s reading
of the Greek inscription from Nazareth, is received. After carefully
examining the squeeze, I am satisfied that the xat was of third line
should be amended by the addition of an ¢ to was, and I have inserted
this in my copy. This will give xai #mdot xown I'dBapa, which offers a
tolerable reading, while the other did not. In the sixth line I can make
nothing different from my original transcript, nor in the seventh.
Dr. Murray’s emendation of vmcer to vmwofer is quite likely correct,
but cannot be got from the squeeze, where the # and ¢ are so close
together that no other letter can have existed between, and though
there i3 more space between the c and ¢, it i quite blank, not a trace
of anything. In the last line the first letter is undoubtedly Z, and I
have so marked it in my transeript. Dr. Murray’s insertion of € in
(€)uor is doubtless correct, though there is no space for it in the squeeze.
His emendation of the last word is also correct, I think, as there are
traces of the p, and although the letter following is clearly e, it i
probably the engraver’s error, or a dialectic variation. The other words
undiscovered must stand, I think, as I cannot make anything else out
of the squeeze.






