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CHAPTER X!II.-TJIE V ALE~TINES AG.il~. 

DR. BRYANT made a hasty mo'l"ement. "What 
do you mean ? Where clicl you find the 
note?" 

" You arc not likely to guess." 
" Guess! Nonsense. This is no matter for 

jesting. Where was it?" A Yague alarm had 
seized him, and ho was iu danger of losing his 
usual equanimity. 

'fiO, }995,-JCLY 30, 1892. 

"I advised you oneo to have Lettice's room 
searched, and you would not hear me. So I took 
the mattcir into my own hands, and on the whole 
I consider that I havo managed it pretty clovt>rly. 
If she had had tho least notion Leforoband-well, 
naturally, the note mig·ht have found its way else­
where." The keen and angry sting of conscicu~, 
following upon t.hcEo words, found no expression 
in Theodosia's face. "I took care not to speak 
of the keys till the last moment. Wlrn.t her 

l',,ici: Ox• P11<n. 
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object wns I cnnnot, so mnch as gucRs-kc'oJiing 
it hidden awny all this time. No good tu herself 
or l\llJ'body." 

"Lottico ! " 'l'ho wonl was rnthcr a gronn 
thnn an nttornncc. 

"Of course. Who else conld ycnt suspect? 
Deep down in her biggest box." 

Lctticc's checks were bright still with happy 
relief, on behnlf of her brother. "Ilut that is 
110nsenso !--I mean, that must bo a mistake," 
she cried impulsively. "I never took the bank­
note." 

"0 yes, you will deny it now, of course! Now 
that we have full proof!" 

"Who found it?" the Doctor asked. 
"Susanna and I." 
"I do not see what Susanna had to do with 

Lettice's boxes.'' 
"I dare say not; but I do. I asked for the 

keys on purpose, because I had my suspicions, 
an,\ I meant to institule a regular search. You 
saw how Lettice behaved, and how she begged 
me to leave the largest box alone. It didn't need 
much cleverness to suppose why. I took good 
cam to have Susanna present: and it was she, net 
I, who unpacked that box, while I stood by. She 
didn't understand, of course; and she made a 
-fuss, but I insisted. If there had been no other 
reason, I would have had all those musty old 
clothes turned out fur an airing, and I told her 
so. Near the bottom-at least, about half-way 
down-Susanna picked out a crumpled paper; 
and she was dropping it on the floor, when I said: 
• \Vhat is that?' I shall not forget her face, 
when she opened it, and found the bank-note in 
her hand. I thought she would have fainted." 

"But I can't imagine how it eyer came into 
that box. I never put it there," urged Lettice. 

Dr. Bryant turned slightly from her; his face 
grey. Lettice went to his side. 

" Uncle, won't you believe me ? You know I 
would not do such a thing. Indeed, indeecl, I 
ne,er· touched the bank note. How could I, after 
all your kindness? " She grew crimson, then 
paled and trembled. "Somebody must have 
slipped it into my box on purpose." 

"A box always kept locked," commented Theo­
dosia. 

"Yes: I c1o keep it locked; but I might have 
forgotten, 01· have left my keys about. I don't 
know in the least how the thing has happened; 
only I am not to blame-really and truly." 

Dr. Bryant ga,·e her a look, aad remained i;ih,nt. 
"If I had knuwu where the note was, should 

I have giYen up the keys thii, morning?" 
"You had np choice," Theodosia said promptly. 

"You did your very best to escape giving them 
up." Dr. Bryant coulcl nJt lmt recall Lcttico's 
marked reluctance, as well as her after uneasi­
ness, and the avowed cause which to him had 
seemed so inadequate. He had felt a measure of 
perplexity all day on the subject; and theso 
recollections now told heavily against her." "Of 
course," continued Theodosia, "you hoped that 
I shonlcl not come upon the note. A bit of paper 
crumpled up is easily overlooked. If I had not 
been on the look-out, we should not have noticed 
it." 

LcUice glnncecl clcspairi11gly at Dr. Bryant. 
'l'he gron11cl seemed to be slipping from under her 
feet .. 

"Thon thiA is why yon have refused t.o speak!" 
ho said slowly. "This-the reason! And I 
conltl trust yuu througliont--" 

" Won't .)'OU trust me still?" besought Lettioe. 
'1'110 temptation to tell him all was strong; but 
after hor unfouncled suspicions of Felix, it seemed 
too crncl to avow them to another, as a means of 
defoncling herself. Such a confession, tan ta­
mount almost to a declaration that he was not 
trustwurthy, might never be forgotten. Lettic:e 
rcstruined the worcls which almost broke from 
her lips, 11ncl repeatecl passionately: "Won't you 
trust me? Won't you believe me? I had a 
reason for not speaking; but indeed this is the 
truth. I don't know how it got into my box. 
Indeed, I am innocent! Won't you believe me?" 

Dr. Bryant made no answer whatever. He 
rose, quitted the room, and was heard to enter 
his study, shutting the door heavily. Lettiee 
knew that at last he counted her guilty. 

The Valentines had been nearly a month in 
London. Only in the outskii·ts; but the ,eriest 
fringe of the great (Jity's garment is apt to seem 
overpo~!ering to country people. After the "dear 
old Farm," where every patch of grass was fami­
liar, and every bush was a friend, where cottages 
could be counted on the finger.,,, and people might 
be numbered by tens, the ceaseless livers of human 
beings, the never-ending roll of human noise, and 
the uncountable blocks of human dwellings, had 
a tendency to weigh upon the spirits. 

Perhaps Mr. Valentine felt this weight most 
severely. He was a thorough old yeoman, abso­
lutely at home among the clods of a ploughed 
field, utterly lost among bricks ancl mortar. Not 
only had he lived in the countr.r all his life, but 
love of rural quiet was inherited by him through 
a long line of yeomen forefathers; arid dislike of 
crowds was ingrain. His gentle old wife grie,ed 
over the changu, and was tried by the narrow 
limits of her new sphere; but she had 110 strong 
inherited proclivities either way, and her girl­
hood bad been mainly spent in town. 'l'he brick 
o,nd paving-stones, the hum of sound, seemed 
natural enough, only wearying from want of use. 
She grew at times pale and tired, but her placid 
face had not the forlorn look which fixed itself 
permanently in the lines of her husbaud's features. 

Nan fretted and fuwecl, hated town restrictions, 
and above all things kicked :6.crcl'ly against the 
wearing of gloves every time she set foot outside 
the frunt door. It was "like being in a priso11," 
she wrathfully declared. But she had no support 
in the grumbling line from Wallace, who fell 
into the new ruanner of life with unlooked-for 
readiness, seeming to like it as well as the old. 
"Takes to London like a duck to water," grunted 
his father discontentedly. 

And Prudence! Everybody had execcted Pl·ue 
to suffer undor the uprooting. Quid Pl·ue, 
retiring Prno, the good home-daughter Prue, how 
should it be otherwise with her? A guod deal of 
pity wus wastctl upon Prue; and 1ieoplo fouud 
themsolres a littlo out of their nickonings. Pruo 
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Elbowed no sign of snfforing, hcyo11d n, renRontthlo 
nmonut of sorrow in bidding forc\\'oll to tho old 
homo. ,vhon thoy rcachocl London sho was not 
depressed; nay, sho showed herself the most 
alert of the wholo party, the quickest to spy ont 
pleasant points in their novel surroundings, the 
readiest to discover fresh interests, the most cager 
to settle down aud change II house" into "home." 
11 Loudon seems to suit you, my girl, anyway," 
the old father sometimes observed, not quite 
approvingly. Prue had not for years worn so 
;young and cheery a look. ·when it was 1·emarkcd 
upon, she smiled, and even blushed a little. 

1\Irs. Valentine understood, and she alone. 
Others of the family knew that, on finding this 
new home, they had dropped-oddly, becau!:le 
withont intention-into the Parish of a former 
acquaintance; and some of them remarked on tl1e 
"curiousness" of so doing. "Rev. Hobert Kelly 
-yes, I remember him. Not a bad fellow. 
Dare say we shall like his sernions," l\Ir. Valen­
tine said carelessly. But Bertha was far away, 
nursing a long and severe "case," while Nan and 
·wallace barely recollected the name of "Kelly." 
It had not Leen a prominent factor in their li\'es. 
Only 1\1:rs. Valentine divined what this resuscita­
tion of an old friendship might mean to her eldest 
daughter. 

Slie was sorry for it. Prue had seemed uni­
formly happy of late years. Would it mean 
the former trouble over again-Prne caring too 
much, hoping foo much, only to be disappointed. 
" Such a pity," mused the old lady. "And Prue 
remembers him still, I know. She has never 
1·eally forgotten." If it did not mean disappoint­
ment to Prue, it might mean to Mrs. Valentine 
the loss of her daughter. That she could bear, 
for her child's sake; so that only it might mean 
Prue's happiness. Yet what if, for Prue, the 
best thing which could happen ~hould be the 
denial of earthly happiness? Or what if that 
which seemed to promise happiness should mean 
lifelong sorrow ? " After all, we're but blind 
creatures," murmured Mrs. Valentine, mechani­
cally knitting, while she glanced backwards 
upon certain passages in her own early life. "If 
I bad been allowed to choose for myself, I s:bould 
have bad a very different story. Not a happy 
one, either. I couldn't guess then. And now l'm 
wanting to choo1ie again for Prue ... Perhaps 
not to choose altogether-only to wish we had 
not come to live just here ... Yet if that is the 
very thing God meant for her? How do I 
know? We di<ln't come-knowing-and perhaps 
He has just guided us to this very spot." 

They had not yet seen Mr. Kelly. On the 
ilay before their arrival he had gone off for his 
!l.nnual holiday; and the exact dale of his 
expected return was not known to tlie1~1. Still, 
it would be soon; ancl Prue must. t:1ee 1nm. l\1r. 
Valentine had left his card at the Vicarage, and 
Mr. Kelly would therefore know where thoy 
were. "And then--" sighed Mrs. Valontino 
ilmost audibly. "And then--" 

She looked up, to find Prue near at band ; 
Prue, with a faint colour in her cheeks, a faint 
indefiuable glow and brightness, over her somo­
limcs too impnr,,ive face. It was like a dim 

imprisoned light, s}1ining outwara from within. 
"If ho wcro to sec l'ruo now, be would think 
her as taking as ever," Mrs. Valentine thought. 
She, like Prue, ulways believed that Mr. Kelly 
hnd cared, and that some bindranco }iacl come 
between. 

"What was that sigh for, mother?" 
"Did I sigh, my dear?" 
Prue sat down, unoccupied; a rare state of 

ihings. Her thoughts were too busy to allow 
the bands to work. 

"No letter yet from Lettice," she mid, becom­
ing aware of a solicitous glance. Lettice l1ad 
not been the subject of her cogitatinns. 

"How long is it since you heard?" 
" One has to reckon. A good many weeks. 

Nothing since the little scrawl written the 
morning after her birthday. I fancied the tone 
of it unhappy, and I wrote again soon; but she 
has never answered." 

"I wish we could get hold of the child." 
"I wish it too. She refuses invitations so per­

sistently--yet I always feel sure that she does 
wish to see us again. There is some obstacle 
in the way. Not money, of course; for Dr. 
Bryant is well off; but something. Is it Mrs. 
Bryant?" 

" Lettice never seems very fond of her. But 
after all we don't know much." 

Then a pause. 
"Mother, Mr. Kelly has come home. We 

shall hear him preach next Sunday." Prue waa, 
never more composed. 

"He used to preach ~ell." 
"I never heard any sermons equnl to his." 
Mrs. Valentine could have sighed again. 
" How do yon know he has come back ? " 
"I saw him-going in at the front door. He 

did not see me." 
" You are sure you would know him again ? " 
Prue's face exibited a gleam of amusement. 

"Know him!" she repeated. 
"It is a good many years since you both met. 

He must be changc>d." 
"No, not much. But perhaps I am ! If he 

saw me-I don't know whether he looked, but if 
he did he passed me by. Am I so altered?" 

l\Irs. Valentine could have said "No!" with 
all her heart, but she hesitated. Would it be 
true? 

"I suppmie there must always be a difference 
between twenty-one and thirty," she said. "Not 
in my eyes, l:ut to outsiders." 

Disappointment stole over Pruo's face. "Yes, 
of course," she said in flat tones. "But 
still--" 

"He would see the old look still. Anybody 
must." 

"If he takes the trouble to think about the 
matter." 

"Ho lias fresh interests now. I hardly expect 
the old intimacy to revive-do you? Wu must 
expect to be merely one family among hun­
dreds." 

Prue couhl have givon vent to a rebellious 
protest. She said: 11 Only ho has knowu us, aud 
ho bas not kuown them." 

Then tbo door oponcd to admit a c:illur, taking 
3 R 2 
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ihrm hoth hy surprise. 1"or it was nono other 
thnn Illr. Kelly. 

l\lrs. Yalcntino wclcomml him, after her kincl 
am! placid manner, casting not a glance towards 
lrnr daughter; ant! Prue held back somewhat 
coltlly. Light and colour had fled from her 
countenance. How shonld it be otherwise, when 
she was utterly in the dark ail to his sensations? 
She was conscious of a quick heart-beating, quick 
enough to shorten her breath; but all tokens of 
agitation were veiled; and her "How do you 
do ? " was emotionless. 

Beforehand she had not looked for this prosaic 
type of meeting. The prominent idea in her 
mind had been her own pleasure in seeing him. 
Not till the actual moment arrived did the 
reverse side of the picture present itself, the 
possibility that he might experience no particular 
pleasure ; and not till then did she see the 
imperative need to hide aug11t which she might 
feel, lest he should not feel the same. Prue 
acted her part so well, that Mr. Kelly had no 
part to act. He merely had to greet her as he 
had greeted hundreds in his new Parish ; and if 
a slight touch of disappointment came to him also, 
it was mingled with something like relief. He 
had been so long a bachelor for Prue's sake, that 
he was not now at all certain whether, even for 
Prue's sake, he wished to be anything else; and 
yet he was glad to see that Prue remained 
distinctively herself. More gone off in looks, 
perhaps, than he had expected; but still unlike 
any other woman of his acquaintance. At least 
Prne would never be ordinary, 

"So many years since we saw you last," Mrs. 
Valentine was saying. 

" Yes, indeed." He was glad to turn from 
Prue, and to put on one side awakening recol­
lections. "When I found your husband's card, I 
felt sure that it must be yourselves. It was an 
agreeable surprise. Are you spending a summer 
in Town?" 

"We have come to liYe here. Our old home is 
given up." 

"Not permanently?" 
" It is sold." 
Mr. Kelly asked a good many questions, and 

expressed due sympathy. His manner with the 
elderly lady was kind and gentle, all that it 
should have been; but Prue's still reticence 
baffled him, and aroused a growing desire to 
draw her into the conversation. He wanted to 
see if she were indeed the old Prue, or whether 
she were greatly altered : and Prue would not be 
drawn in, without more obvious efforts than Mr. 
Kelly carecl to make. Not fully knowing his own 
mind, he had to be cautions. 'l'he girl, Prue, had 
been in his estimation, everything that a girl of 
twenty-one ought to be; but the woman, Prue, 
at thirty years old, might be another individual. 
He had not gauged her yet. 'l'he fact that the 
Valentines would live in his Parish was an unex­
pected complication. "I shall be thrown a good 
deal with them," he thought: not sure whether 
to congmtulate himself: ancl when the question 
arose, " Vlhy not?" he made no attempt to 
answer it. 

Letticc Anderson's name presently came up. 

"Ycfl, I have seen mnch of her brother off 
and on," J\Ir. Kelly said, rc~ponding to Mr.•. 
Valentine. "He ol'ten came in to supper with 
me on 8und:iy evenings: and I have been able 
to get him into a good house of business in 
London. Did you not know that he was in this 
neighbourhood? He is likely to make hi~ way." 

" You think him clever?" Prue's still tones 
asked. 

" Capable, certainly. He has in him the mak­
ing of a good man of business, and I should 
expect him to be a successful one. I am not­
not thoroughly satisfied-however--" This 
was said slowly. 

"Lettice wrote lately, just after they met, and 
I thought she seemed disappointed." 

"He is very difficult to know. In fact I clo 
not know him, often as we meet. Any morr 
than I knew his sister-Miss Anderson, I mean : 
not little Lettice. But there is a serious differ­
ence between the two. Miss Anderson lived a 
self-de~oted life for others. Felix lives--1 fear 
-a self-devoted life, for himself. I hardly know 
how else to express my meaning. It sounds like 
a contradiction in terms-but you understand? 
There is a growing absorption in his work, which 
seems to wall off all external claims. He care~ 
for nothing but how he may advance towards 
success." 

"Is that wrong?" 
"Intrinsically, no. It is needful, to some 

extent. No man is likely to get on well in life, 
who has not set success before him as a main 
object. No doubt we are meant to make the best 
use possible of our gifts. The desire is perfectly 
lawful in its right place, as a main object, but 
not as the sole object of existence. Do you not 
see?" Mr. Kelly looked appealingly towards 
Prue, who had been noting with pleasure his 
greater decision and readiness of speech. The olcl 
rnlf-distrust and shyness had markedly lessened. 
" If the entire horizon of his life is filled with 
one object, no room remains for a higher aim 
to come in. He is absorbed in his work for its 
own sake-and that is the sum of the matter. 
I wish one could bring some other element into 
his life-something outside and beyond mere per­
sonal success." 

" There is Lettice," Prue said. 
"True: but they rarely meet. Perhaps in 

London his circle may widen. He has been in 
a narrowing groove at Brighton. The young 
fellow works manfully: and he is self-controlled 
-almost extraordinarily so. The resoluteness 
of his life would be admirable, if only the ex­
penditure of will were for some loftier object­
iuoluding this, but not this exclushely. I wouhl 
not clo away with the good I find in him, but 
certainly I would add to it." Mr. Kelly did not 
often flow so easily in conversation. He was 
1mbject commonly, to fits of silence, or of sh:-,· 
hesitation: but Prue's intent serious face drew 
him on: and unoonsoiously he enjoyed having 
her for a listener. She was app1·eciative. 

" Will you ask Mr. Anderson to come allll see 
us, if ho is within reach?" asked Mrs. Yalentinl'. 

"I havo found him lodgings in this Parish­
not wishing to loso sight of him. '!'hanks : 
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11othing could bo better. I shall hope much from 
l\liss Valentine's influence .... I have seen this 
self-absorption closing iu upon o.n older man, but 
rarely in one so young. 'l'horo is danger of its 
becoming a positive ossification." 

A little more in tho same strain, and l\Ir. Kelly 
took his leaYc. Prue closed the door, and came 
back to her mother. 

"That explains-partly-the grieved tone of 
Lettice's last letter," she said. 

"l\lr. Kelly is very good to interest himself in 
Felix Anderson." 

"He has the power. It is part of his work. 
It would not be right not-" sai<l Prue dreamily. 
" l\Ir. Kelly looks older." 

"Naturally." 
"Yes, quite naturally. He will be very busy 

here. I do not suppose we shall see much of 
him." 

"No-perhaps not." 
"You have dropped a stitch, mother. Let me 

see." 
She worked steadily at the knitting for some 

minutes, then gave it back, remarking-" Now I 
have put things right." 

"Prue--" 
"Yes." 
"I have been thinking so much to-day about 

my own past. About when I was a girl." 
Prue was a little surprised. Mrs. Valentine 

seldom talked voluntarily of herself. 
"One sees the meaning of things-looking 

back. There wa~ a time when I would have 
given all I possessed for a different life from this 
that I ha,e had." 

" Don't most people go through that-more or 
less?" 

" A good many. It was before I knew your 
father. Somebody else-somebody who seemed 
to care for me-for a time I thought he did care. 
And when I found my mistake-found he had 
deceived me-I thought my life was over. No­
thing seemed left .... And yet my life really 
was hardly begun: and that which I wanted 
would not have been happiness, but misery. 
Nothing short of misery. He coulcl be winning 
enough when he chose, but there was no strength 
of principle. His wife has had a bitter story 
since poor thing-and it might have been mine, 
if I 'could have had my choice .... The real 
happiness came later: and I have often thanked 
God that He guided me away from those quick­
sands, ancl denied my heart's wish. Though at 
the time it seemed almost more than I could bear. 
Nobody ever had a better or truer husband than 
I in your dear father." 

Perhaps Mrs. Valentine was unreasonable to 
expect that her pas-:; experience should serve for 
Prue. There was a slight pause, and then-

" Some men one can be sure would not aot so." 
"Yes: but one cannot be sure what other kind 

of unhappiness might be bound up in the thing 
one wants. Goel knows best." 

"I never doubt that .... One doesn't question 
His knowing l)est .... The difficulty is not to 
wish for the thing Ho denies--ovon if it is 
worst for one. Or to beliove that it can be tho 
worst." 

"If wo coulrl see a little way on, I snpposc w1:1 

should be williug always, Prue. I mean if wo 
could see beyond the border of this life. If we 
could know how much each single step here tells 
upon our futnre there .... I suppose we sho11ld 
choose for ourselves the very things that God 
docs choose for us now, because they would so 
clearly be the best .... Perhaps that is clearu to 
me than to you, because I am nearer the borckr." 

"Mother-you may not be. Who knows ? ... 
D::> you think we should choose-not to have the 
things we want most-even if we could see--" 

" If we could see the evil they woulcl bring? 
Yes, snrel,v we have sense enough for that." 

"Bnt if God gives the thing we long for, can­
not He keep it from being an evil? He has all 
power. Is there ever a' must-be,' of that kind?" 

"In one sense-no. But He will not work 
needless miracles, dear. Why should He? 1 f 
you drink a cup of poison, however nnconsciouslr, 
you will die. God could save your life, of course, 
but in most cases the poison does its work." 

Prue smiled faintly. The "thing" which she 
had in her mind seemed so far removed from any 
poisonous tendencies. 

"Sometime~, not having what we want means 
only waiting for it-till God's time. And that 
time may not be in this world. . . . I often love 
to think how wonderfully all our longings will 
be satisfied, and all our emptinesses will be :filled, 
there-in the Life to come." 

Prue made no answer in words. She bent 
slowly forward, and was folded in her mother's 
arms: a long close tender embrace. One or two 
tears might have dropped unseen: but when she 
sat up, she was smiling. " That always does me 
good,'' she said. 

"IF THE LORD WILL."-" I do not think that we neeJ 
al ways, in every letter and in every ha.nJbill, put 'If the 
Lord will' ; yet I wish that we oftener used those very 
words. The fashionable way is to put it in Latin, an,l even 
then to abbreviate it, and uso only the hrn consonant~, 
'D.v.,' to express it. You know, it is u. fine thing when you 
can put your religion into Latin, and make it very short. 
Then nobody knows what you mean by it; or, if they do, 
they can praise your scholarship, and admire your humility. 
I do not care about those letters 'D.v.' I rather like what 
Fuller says when he describes Limself us writing in his 

• letter such passages as 'God willing,' or ' God lending me 
life.' Ho says, ' I obscne, Lord, that I can scnrcely hold my 
hand from enciroling these words in II parenthesis, as if they 
were not essential to tho sentence, but may as well be left 
out 11s put in. ,Yhereas, indeed, they are not only of the 
commission at lcuge, but so oftho quomm, that without them 
all the rest is nothing: wherefore, hereafter, I will write these 
words freely nnd fairly, without nny enclosure nb,,ut them. 
Let critics censure it for bad grnrnmur, I um sure it ii goo,l 
divinity.' So he qul\intly puts the matter. Still, wh,nher 
you write, 'If tho Lord will,' or not, always let it be cletll'ly 
understcocl; and let it be couspiouous in all your 1umnge­
ments that you recog-nize that God is over 1111, l\tHl that you 
l\ro un,ler His ooutrol. When you say, 'I will do this or 
that,' 11h1·11)'S 11,lcl, in thought if not in worcl, 'If th,• Lor,! 
will.' No harm can como to you if you bow to Go,l's 
sovereign sw11y."-~o. 22-12, Gu<l's Will about the Futriro. 
(Jmnes iv. 13-17.) Published the week of Mr. Spmg,,,u·ij 
<lcuth. 



SO)IE OF THE OLD WELSH PREACHERS. 

DY D. Dl"IIFOUJl IIOOKE. 

LEWIS l'OWELL-nANIEL DAVIES-LEWIS REES-nAnn WII,LLUIS, 

SOllE of the old Webh prcrtchers aro but little 
known to English readers. Sketches havo 
already appeared in the SuNDA Y AT Hm1111 

of Christmas Evans and men of similar type 
whose "praise is in all the churches." But the 
general public knows but little of a large num­
ber of men who in their day rendered great 
service to the Principality, aud whose names 
will ever be household words among the hills of 
Wales, While we thank God for the great men 
"whose faith lit up their age," let us not forget 

The good of humbler n11.mo 
·who p:isscd from co.rth, unknown to fo.me. 

In the present paper it is proposed to deal with 
such a group. 

LEWIS POWELL, of Breconshire, born in 1788, 
died in 1869, exercised an active ministry for 
more than half a century. His sermons were 
unique. Take for instance a Oymanfa sermon 
preached at Mynyddislwyn, a name which, by 
the way, no Englishman ha.a been known to pro­
nounce correctly! His text was Galatians i. 12, 
a verse in which the Apostle Paul, speaking of 
the Gospel which was preached by him as being 
"not after man," says, " For neither did I receive 
it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came to 
me through revelation of Jesus Christ." Regard­
ing this passage as illustrating the divine origin 
of the Gospel, he observed that it was " not after 
man " for four reasons, 

I. It was older than ruan. 
II. It was wiser than man. 

III. It was holier than man. 
IV. It was stronger than man. 

Under the last heading he said "Yes. The 
Gospel is stronger than man. Lewis Powell 
was once a very Rtrong man-too strong for 
the melting of Davies of Swansea-the high­
soaripg imagination of Christmas Evans-and 
the rousing eloquence of Ebenezer Morris. They 
could not break his stony heart: but the Gospel 
has proved strong enough to change his heart of 
stone into a heart of flesh. It has done the same 
with thousands besides." These words may seem 
simple to English readers. Yet when uttered in 
the Welsh language, with true Cdtio fire, 
especially on the preaching field, they would 
have great influence upon the assembleu thou­
sands. The late Dr. Thomas Rees of Swansea, 
who was present, says that the effect of this dis­
course which was delivered "with an emotion 
not to 'Le expre~sed in words, was overwhelming, 
There wa.s not a dry oye in the place. Many 
fainted under the excitement, anu scores shouted 
out for joy." 

His fir:st charge was at Capel Isao.o, in Carmar­
them,liire, where he wos ordained iu 1813, of 

GH 

which chur~h Dr. Rees, when a lad, was a mem­
ber. It is one of the oldest churches in South 
"\Vales, having been formed in 1650, only eleven 
years after the formation of the mother church 
of the Welsh Nonconformists at Llanvaches, 
in 1639, The term "mother" was often applied 
to it, especially by the older mem hers. A minister 
whose religious life be6an there was accustomed 
thus to speak of it, and whenever he met !..ewis 
Powell his inquiry always was, "How is my 
Mother?" By-and-by, Mr. Powell removed to 
Cardiff, so the old preacher reproached him with : 
"I fnd you have left Capel Isaac. What have you 
done with my Mother?" "Sir," he replied, "I 
have left her under the care of your Father! " 

Lewis Powell was evidently clever in repartee. 
And there was need, for the old preachers were 
subjected to much criticism, and were often made 
the objects of foolish jests. There is a story told 
of two solicitors who, walking along a street in 
Cardiff, saw Lim coming and resolved to tease 
him. He bade them " good-day," and, as was 
his custom, added " What news? " " Very sad 
news for you, Mr. Powell," replied one of them, 
" The devil is dead!" " Indeed, gentlemen," 
replied he, " I am very sorry for you," and, 
putting his hand into his pocket, he addtld, " I 
must give a penny each to the two orphans." 

On one occasion he was interviewed by an 
eminent Welsh minister, who· was addicted to 
immoderate drinking. He left the Principality 
for America., where he regained the good no.me 
which he had lost. After seven years' sojourn 
in the United States he raturned to Wales, 
but he no sooner landed than he fell again. Re­
ports of his ill conduct spread far and wide. He 
consulted Lewis Powell, telling him that he 
should enter an action for slander against the 
man who had started the ill report, were it not 
for a loss which he had sustained. This loss 
proved to be his pocket-book, in which he _said 
would be found, " the best recommendation as to 
character that had crossed the Atlantic. It was 
endorsed by the most eminent Doctors of Divinity 
in New York." 

"Well," said Mr. Powell, when he had heard 
the story, " we can learn a lesson trom that 
mishap." 

" What is that?" he asked. 
" 'l'his," was his reply, "that a pocket-book is 

a very unsafe plaoe in which to keep a character." 
A reply which has a very wide application, 

Lewis Powell was noted for his success as a 
collector for the removal of chapel debts. lfo 
visited Lomlon on several occai,ions, and was 
often so long away that not even his wife knew 
his whereabouts. It is said that on one occasion 
whon he returned home from a long journay 
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and sought n1lmission to hiR house, ho WRB 

1)cr0mpto1ily onleretl nwny, being informed tbnt 
Lowis l'owdl's wifo nnd family lmtl romovell 
t.o :rnot.h0r pnrt (if tho town I 

There is a clu\mctoristic story tolLl of him at 
Llant.ris8n.nt.. On his wny to the railway stat.iun 
ho was nccostCtl by a woman who informed him 
that., ns the trnin would not start for an hour, ho 
might Yisit an agod Christian, who, in a neigh­
bour's honse was passing awa.y. Ho went in to 
tarry for awhile. When, by-and-by, ho roso tu 
go, the dying person said : 

"Good-bye. The next timo I s1mll see you 
will bo in heaven, for I expect soon to be there." 

"Well," said Lewis Powell, "when you got 
there remember me most affectionately to the 
blessed family: to Abraham, Moses, the prophets 
and the Apostles, and to the Virgin Mary. I do 
not ask you to remember me to her Son, for wo 
correspond with each other every day." 

Like most Welsh preachers ho had but a 
small income. When, in 1828, he applied·for the 
admission of his son J olm to Lewisham School, 
he stated that he had a wife and children to 
support on an income of 38l. a year. The appli­
cation was endorsed by William Jay, of Bath; 
John Clayton, of the Poultry; George Clayton, 
of ,valworth, and Caleb Morris, of Fetter Lane. 

He resigned his pastorate in 1852, but lived to 
a p;ood old age. The ood came most singularly. 
·while returning from a school service with a 
number of children, and talking to them by the 
wayside, he suddenly fell down and expired. 
Sudden death was to him sudden glory. He 
was buried as a priJ?,ce. On his gravestone, in 
Ebenezer Chapel Yard, Cardiff, there runs this 
inscription : " In memory of Mr. Lewis Powell, 
the first Pastor of the Church at this place. 
Commenced in 1827, resigned in 1852. Died 
September 19th, 1869, in the 81st year of his 
age. He sleepeth in Jesu!!." 

Among the contemporaries of Lewis Powell 
may be mentioned DANIEL DAVIES, a native of 
Pembrokeshire, though popularly known as 
"Davies of Cardigan." He began his work in 
stormy days and had to contend with difficulties 
throughout his life. His first pastorate was at 
Buckley Mountain, Flintshire. Daniel Davies 
travelled throughout Wales preaching the Gospel. 
Often he had to subsist for days on barley-bread 
and sour butter-milk ; and to sleep on beds of 
straw. The spirit of the man is well illustrated 
by an ineident which occurred at the dry dock, 
Cardigan. Carpenters were buRy repairing a 
vessel. One of them, boring a hole in the wood­
work, struck, with his tool, an old nail in the 
plank, and so it became blunted. Thus irritated, 
the carpenter, who was in a rage, exclaimed-

" Why, the devil is in the hole I" 
"If be is there," shouted Davies behind him, 

"squeem him in with all your might. I have 
been for oYcr fifty years trying to get him into a 
hole and failod. If you have got him, squeeze 
him in." 

LEWIS REES, 0110 of the cvnngolistic prcnohors 
of the cightconth century, wns a mnn of au 

altogether rliffcrent typn. Tio nrnrrierl a. Penry 
of Brceonshirn, tho connty which gave birth to 
John l'enry, the Welsh mnrtyr.1 It is said that 
when ho songht the consent of his intended 
father-in-law, he was asked what property he 
possessed. 'l'aki11g hold of a Bible which lay on 
the table, he replied : "Sir, my chief inheritnnce 
is this book." l\Ir. Penry was satisfied, both 
with the rnnn and his inheritance. 

Wonderful was the ministry which, for sixty­
five years, Lowis Rees exercised. He first 
laboured at Llanbrynmair, Eelecting it uecanse of 
its "destitute condition." Soon after his settle­
ment he promised to visit Bala, and did so. 
While there a farmer asked him to visit the 
adjoining parish of Llanuwchllyn, promising that 
there should be a congregation if he would 
preach. He gave the promise, and in due tin:<'I 
fulfilled it. The way in which he was received 
furnishes a curious glimpse of religions life in 
North Wales at that period. The congregation, 
which filled the farmer's kitchen, had no idea of 
worship. To the preacher's annoyance he found 
the whole of his audience, men and women, 
knitting stockings. He hoped they would cease 
when the service began, so he took a Bible and 
read a chapter. But no, the knitting went on. 
Then he explained some of the verses, but his 
audience found chief interest in the knitting 
needles. At length he felt it was best to pray. 
As he closed his eyes he hoped the congregation 
would also do so, but no, despite his announce­
ment of prayer, the Jast thing he observed was 
the people busy as ever with their work. It was 
not, however, for long. The prayer prevailed. 
When the preacher rose, needles and stockings 
were on the floor, a.nd one cry rent the air, 
"What must I do to be saved?" That night 
eighteen persons found their way to the Cross, 
and there consecrated themselves to Jesus Christ. 

Lewis Rees often crossed the mountains to 
visit Llanuwchllyn, though it involved a weari­
some journey of fifty miles. In 17 46 an Indepen­
dent church wns formed there, and it continues 
to this day one of the largest and most successful 

-in Merionethshire. Llanuwchllyn is on the 
Great Western line bohveen Bala and Dolgelly. 
English tourists, as they pass that way, can easily 
see the chapel which had its origin in this visit 
of Lowis Rees. They may wonder how so largo 
a building on the hillside can ever be fi11ed. But 
the farmers and their servants come from all 
parts of the neighbourhood, and the influence of 
the labours of Lewis Rees will never cease. 
Recently this village gave to Oxford one of its 
most brilliant scholars, a fellow of Lincqln 
College, of _whom it is said that few retain a 

1 John Pcury was born iu 1559. Executed, 2."ith May, 
1593. No stl\tnte of tho n'alm condemned him. "Ho was 
unjuslly hurried," sl\ys Dr. Herbor Evo.us, " to prison o.ntl 
tho sc11ffold ohiefly for setting his heart upou the evan­
golization of u0glcotc,l Wales, then almost iu a. sto.ta of 
hoathondom, am! by mmus of lay preache!s." Ho tlietl for 
his God aml his country before ho WI\S thirty-five years ol<J. 
In his will ho said, "I leo.rn tho success of my labour,i, the 
oalliug of my oountry to tho knowledge of ('Lirist's bless,·<l 
Gospol, unto such of my countrymcu t\S tho Lor,l is to r"-iso 
after 1110." l<'wm that ,lay to this tho L01\l h,\s ucwr failed 
to rniso up tho 1wcdc,l IUL:n. 
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deoper attnchmcnt to tho eimplo faith of their 
father~. 

In oroi,sing from Llcmbr~·nmair to Llnnuwch• 
llyn, llfr. Hees had to pass through Llan-y­
lllawdd wy.1 l\Ieeting tho rector of the parish he 
complained of tho ill-treatment to which ho wns 
snbjcctod whcnovcr he visited the place. Having 
laid the matter boforo the clergyman ho was met 
with, "How can you, a Presbyterian, expect to be 
tolerated in this country? Go to Scotland; that 
is 1he Presbyterians' country." "I hope, sir," 
replied l\Ir. Rees, " that you act from a higher 
principle in religion than a regard to the custom 
of the country in whic!i you happen to live? 
Else, if you were to change your country you 
would change your religion. If you were to go 
to Scotland you ,vould turn Presbyterian; if to 
Italy a Roman Catholic; if to Turkey you would 
give up your Bible altogether and receive the 
Koran as the rule of your faith and practice." 
From that day all persecution at Llan-y-illawddwy 
ceased. • 

When a fow years later :Mr. Rees visited Angle­
sea, he met with a most violent opposition. How 
it fared with some of his opponents one of them 
shall tell in his own words. He says:-

" Saul of Tarsus was never more determined to 
imprison the disciples of Jesus than I, and the 
pen,ecuting barid that had gathered together 
with staves to meet the Roundhead who was 
coming to preach at Penmynydd. We had all 
agreed, if he tried to preach, to make an end of 
him there and then. • When he had arrived, we 
began to push forward close to him; and when 
he had mounted a large stone which stood beside 
the house, and turned his face toward Carnarvon, 
and gave out this stanza, 

I lift mine eyes uuto the hills 
Whence willing help shall come-

we, supposing him to be expecting some armed 
men from the. bills of Arvon, began to retreat a. 
little. After consultation some of us decided to 
hear what the preacher bad to say; and so we 
went over the fence, and crept slowly and noise­
lessly under cover of it till we came over against 
where be stood. He could not see us, and we did 
not want to see him; but we could hear every 
word he said as plainly as if we stood beside him. 
Under that sermon, on the most wonderful day 
of my life, I came to know myself as a lost sinner 
-lost everywhere, and in everything, outside of 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified." 

Referring to the death of another Welsh Rees 
(" Gwilym Hiraethog "), the editor of a Loudon 
dai.ly paper once remarked t.o 1he writer that the 
only Hees of whom he had lmowledgo was Abra­
ham Rees, author of an "Encyclopreclia" which 
he regarded as of ,,alue. This Abraham Rees 
was a son of Lewi, Rees. He wo.s a noted friend 
of civil and religious liberty, and through his 
efforts a band of Welsh Christians who had been 

1 At that time the terms" Preshyleril\ns" l\nd "Indepen• 
clents" were used in \Vales to clcnote tho sl\mo communion. 
Just as to-dny the, term "l\Iethoclists" is always employecl 
to demote tho C.1!vinistio lllethodials; the name" Wosloyl\n" 
being kept for those who in .Englun,l uro known ns" Mctl10• 
dil;ta." 

cxcomrnunicnted encl declared outlaws, l1ad the 
dread sentence removed. A long way from the 
home of tho Welsh Evangelist of the early part 
of the Inst century to the editorial "den" of a 
London daily, yet I was glad to trace a connection. 

DAVID 'W1LI,IAMS, known as "the Patriarch of 
\Vales," is said to have come from the same stock 
ns John Penry, the martyr. He was in several 
respects a most remarkable man. Born in an 
obscure farm, in a lonely glen near Llanwrtyd, 
ho lived to be uearly ninety-seven years of age, 
and thus saw four sovereigns sit on the British 
throne. His ministry extended over seventy years. 
At his baptism Mr. Price, the minister, whilst 
holding him in his arms, said, "This child will be 
great." This sentence bis mother allowed to sink 
into her heart, it spread throughout the neigh­
bourhood, and many prayed for its fulfilment. 

He was set apart to the ministry at Troeclrhiw­
dala1· and Llanwrtyd in 1803, first as assistant 
to l\fr .. Price, and then as his successor. When 
his jubilee services were held ancl a presentation 
made to him, it was said that during the fifty 
year.;i there had been 2600 Sundays, yet never 
once in the whole of that period had be been 
prevented from fulfilling his pulpit engagemen~s. 
When he was ordained his modest stipenu was 
15l. a year, and it never rose above 40l. 

During bis ministry at Troedrhiwdalar there 
were several remarkable revivals. One, which 
occurred in 1839, spread throughout Wales, and 
infused new life inio many of the churches. Its 
effectEJ remain until this day. The feeling ran so 
high that fo1· ten consecutive Sundays, Mr. 
Williams could not get so far in the service as to 
announce the text of the sermon which he had 
prepared. "Sometimes," says Dr. John Thomas, 
who visited Troedrhiwdalar, shortly after the 
revival, and thus had the report from Williams-' 
own lips, "the people broke out into raptures 
with the singing of the first hymn, ancl wouhl 
continue for two hours singing ancl praising God, 
and when one part was quite exhausted, some 
having even fainted, others would take it up. 
If Mr. Williams could go on through the reading 
-to the prayers, that was the furthest be was able 
to reach for ten Sundays." 

l\Iany were somewhat sceptical as to the 
results of such seasons of excitement, but hun­
dreds of converts "held fast their profession," 
and no less than twenty young men who were 
converted through his efforts became preachers, 
ancl later entered the Christian ministry. But 
the practical proof was in the changeLl character 
of the neighbourhood. The Sunday sports, which 
a hundred years ago were common in the hilly 
clistriot of Brecon~hire, disappeared, and the whole 
ooudition of the people, spiritually and morally, 
greatly improved. 

Of comse illr. Williams clill splenllill service 
outside his ohurches, Reganling "the world as 
his parii,h" be journeyed, as opportunity offere<l, 
all over the Principality, preaching the gooll nows 
of the kingdom of God. He had a pony which 
seems to haYe been as well-known as its master. 
He usecl it by clay nml by night, and it is com­
pntod that ho spent about ten years of his life iu 
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..4/ter .Jean Paul .Laurew. Pholflgrapl,ed frf/111 tlie Origiflal in the Muuum at Nantes, by ,pe;ial permission of the Painter. 



618 SOME OP THE OLD WELSH PREACHERS. 

tho s1d1llo. Sometimes wl1ilo crossing the 11101111-

tains nt, night, ho bad to dismount n.ncl loacl the 
pony, lost in the dn.rk111,ss both sboulcl be lost. 
It is said that " more tlrnu 011cc ho reached home 
in rnfoty ufter having crnwlod on his hands all()_ 

knees for hourl'I, fooling his way over sheep-tracks 
in Egyptian darkness." llis whito hat was also 
well-known. On ono occasion, cro~sing a moun­
tain, ho was caught iu n storm and so it became 
necessary to buy a new hat. 'l'ho shopkeeper 
said the only ono he could guarantee to be water­
proof was white. It mattered not to Willi'.tms 
what was its colour so long as it was waterproof. 
From that day forward he always owned a white 
hat. 

"A child of the revival," as he callecl himself, 
he was great at a Oyinanfa. In 1806 he was 
a1:noun~ed to preach at a great gathering at 
C1lcennm. It had Leen arranged for him to slay 
with two other preachers at the house of a 
neighbouring Fquiro. Failing to recognize the 
preacher in him, the host allowed him to look 
after his own pony, and sent him to the kitchen 
with the servants. Much to his astonishment 110 

discovered him at the Oymanfa among the 
ministers, and later was startled to hear him 

preach. Ho carried everything before him, 
Ifo1 eloquence was so overwhelming that th0 
rest of the service had to be abandoned; and 
Dr. George Lewi11, who was to have preached 
after him, declined to do so. The thousands who 
had gathered broke out into rapturefl. The 
squire apologised to the preacher, and a friend­
ship was then Legun which continued for many 
) ears. 

Mr. Williams worked to the very encl of life. 
A few months before his death he was announced 
to preach in London. He clid not leave South 
Wales until the Saturday. On the next day he 
preached three times, and twice on the Monday. 
He ·was back at homo, a distance of three hundred 
miles from London, on the Tuesday, and this when 
he was ninety-five yean of age. At the end of 
that week he started off for Pembroke!!hire­
" little England beyond Wales," as it is local:y 
called. There he preached five time~, back again 
on the Tuesday, and on the 11ext day was at the 
opening of a new chapel near Llandovery. 

When the end came-which it did suddenly­
l1e expressed a simple wish to be left alone with 
his Gqd to die. When friends called, he " was 
not, for God hacl taken him." 

A DEAD POPE TRIED AND CONDEMNED. 

AS the first thousand years of the Christian era 
came to an end, the great institutions of 
the Middle Ages-the Empire and the 

Papacy-appeared in a state of dissolution. An 
episode of the tirnes is here depicted by Jean 
Paul Laurens, the great French painter. Lau­
rens works in the spirit of Michel Angelo. He 
nearly always takes his text frorn the history of 
Christendom, and each of his pictures is a sermon 
to his own times and people. 

Here is a subject which casts a curious light 
on the condition of the papacy towards the end of 
the ninth century, when the popes appear to have 
been nominated by contending factions. 

In the pontificate of John vm., Formosus, 
Bishop of Porto, called the Apostle of the Bul­
garians, appears to have been the head of the 
German faction; and the latter being accu8ed of 
conspiring to murder the Pope ancl his adherentB, 
and to introduce the Saracens into Rome, For­
mosus was involved with others of his party in a 
general sentence of excommunication, degrada­
tion, and anathema. Formo,ms stands, howeYcr, 
specially charged with disobedience to tbo Iloly 
See, and an attempt to raise Bulgaria into a new 
province inclepenclent of the Pope. With the 
death of John VIII,, l<'ormosus returned to Rome 
and to power, for Pope Murinus not ouly ab­
solved him, Lut released him from his oath not. 
to enter the city. 

On lhe death of l\forinu1:1, Hadrian III. rnlucl 
for ral.her more than a year, and then in 891 

Stephen v. was crowned by Formosus, and se,en 
months after J<'ormosus himself ascended the papal 
throne, apparently pushed into his seat by the 
German fact.ion, for the clergy and people of 
Rome elected Sergius, who favoured an Italian 
Emperor. Accordingly the main incident of the 
reign of Pope Formosus was the struggle between 
Guido the Italian and Arnulf the G<>rman, which 
should be supreme in Italy. After a preliminary 
campaign in which Arnulf got the worst of it, 
he returnud again into Italy, and at the earnest 
entreaty of Formosns, made his way to Rome, now 
mastered by the Italian faction, and held capti,e. 
When Arnulf approached the city the faint­
hearted Romans were. seized with a panic, and 
the German invader e~sily made himself master 
of the city. Upon which he ancl Formosus 
rendered each other mutual service, Arnulf cut­
ting off the heads of the chiefs of the faction 
opposed to Formosus, and the Pope solemnly 
crowning Arnulf as emperor. But tho latter 
dared not stay long in Rome, the hatred of tho 
people was too intense, while Formosus himself 
hardly lived a month to enjoy his triumph. Ho 
died l\lay 23, 896. 

A pro:!ligato priest now ascended the throne 
as Boniface YU., but died fifteen days after his 
elevation, and the Italiau party having elected 
Stephen VI. (June 3, 896), irnmediately began 
to wreak their vengeance on the lifoless remains 
of the late Pope Formosus. Disintl.'rrC'd, tho 
corpso was anayoll iu the costume of ,t pore, aml 
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lwing sd. hoforo 1t Council 1tBRcmhlCll for tho pur­
po~!', ,YaR thns nlhhcsscd: ",vhcreforo wcrt thou 
being Hish"p of Porto, tempted by ambition t~ 
usurp the l'atholie Seo of Home?" An nd vocnto 
had been appointcll, but ho prudontly held his 
pence. 'l'hc corpso wns then stripped of its sacred 
vestments, thrco fingers cut off the hand, thoso 
prcsnma bly nscd in the act of blessing, and the 
body thrown into tho Tiber. A few JcarA pnssccl 
a,Yay, and tho remains wcro fishc<l up from the 

river nnd carried hack to bo buried in the l"!hnrcl1 
of St. Peter. And as they were borno to their last 
resting-plaoc, the Racrecl ~mages, rn the chronicler 
relates, reverentially bowed their hearls. 

'l'his curious episode in pnpal history wn~ 
pnintccl by Laurens· immediately after the dccfa,­
mtion of papal infallibility by the Vatican Conncil 
in the summer of 1870, ancl was exhibited at the 
Salon at Paris in 1872. 

R.H. 

WANDERINGS IN THE ROLY LAND. 

XYI, 

I FOUND that it would not suit me at all to go 
to Beirut by the carriage road. I would be 
crowded into a small diligence and whirlecl 

rapidly along over seventy miles with no stop of 
more than half an hour, only once so l'lluch as that, 
and no chance to see anything of the country or 
its people. So I made up my mind to go over 
the mountains by the old bridle path, giving not 
thirtet:,n or fourteen consecutive weary hours to 
the journey, but two or three days. Now I was 
very sorry I had not decided upon this before 
parting with Yusef. To find him was next to 
impossible: I did not know his whereabouts, nor 
did I know his name beyoncl the common one of 
Yusef. While I was pondering the matter of 
another guide, and of the propriety of going to the 
consul for counsel, who should come in, but the 
very Yusef for whom I was wishing. He had for­
gotten some trifling article, and had come for it 
at an opportune moment. We were not long in 
coming to an agreement. He told me frankly 
that it would be cheaper to go by diligence as in 
passing over the mountains I would have to sleep 
two nights on the way, and it would be three 
days' journey if I went leisurely as was my 
fashion. I did not mind that, so all was well. 

On the same gentle easy-going horse that had 
brought me from Tiberias, and with Yusef beside 
me, I turned my face westward, and climbed the 
somewhat cultivated eastern slopes of Anti­
Lebanon. The view over the city and across the 
fertile plain was exceedingly beautiful. Chief 
among the many streams there are the Abana 
and Pharpar, which indignant Naaman counted 
"better than all the waters of Israel." The 
former lends of its abundance not only for the 
wants of a great city, but also for the irrigation 
of the gardens and plantations, miles wide, that 
surrouncl it. One sees on ihe plain of Damascus 
the beneficent power of water, and feels what 
could be clone by it even in the most sterile regions. 
After a time I passed out of the more oultivatecl 
parts, but though barren and desert it was 
always grand. The path was so stony and ofton 
so precipitous, that to avoid pitching over tho 
horse's ]wad, I sometimes walked, nn<l found it 
for the easier way. Detwccn the Lclmnou arnl 

the Anti-Lebanon range, tl1ere is a valley about 
fifteen miles wide, el-Bekka the Arabs call it; but 
before reaching it one must pas11 many a weary mile 
of rockyups and downs. However, I had always 
one pleasant object near at hand-the face of 
Yusef. If ever the light of a pure happy godly 
soul shone out undimmed through a human 
countenance, it was that Arab Christian's. 

Le Bon says that the mountains of Lebanon 
were once covered with Yaluable trees; oak, 
6ycamore, plantain. An Arab poet speaking of 
this country saJ£1, "every mountain bears the 
winter on its head and the spring upon its 
shoulders, while summer sleeps in careless peace 
at its feet." 

We slept in a khan where I saw women. It 
seemed rather a mountain home, where occasional 
traTellers stopped. Of course I slept on the earth, 
and of course we had horses and donkeys for 
neighbours. Two otbe1· travellers slept on the 
same floor, and ate the next morning in the room 
where I sat, and which sened as dining-room for 
all of us. There was an air of friendliness very 
pleasant to feel. I talked with the women, and 
the men joined in the conversation, and gave me 
some information about the country. They 
smokecl their narghile, which the women filled 
for them, and all seemed happy in this out-0£'-thc 
world place. 

The next day was much the same, sterile moun­
tains, rough steep paths, rugged grandeur, ancl 
patches of culture with some trees. Descend­
ing the westward slopes of the western range, i.t 
was quite a different rngion, and the eye was 
delighted. Earlier, I hacl been able to find some 
flowers, but now thore were many. I have in my 
portfolio a splendid arum painted here. A still 
finer one I found on the morning of the thinl 
day; its spathe measured from my elbow to the 
t-ip of my fingers, and was one mass of r~ch, dark 
purple velvet. Before I got to a stoppmg-placo 
it was so withered that I could not paint it. 

I felt somewhat weary when ou the thinl day 
I came iu sight of Beinit. The city stretehiug 
along the blue sea, the lovely mountain slopes, 
O, how beautiful it looked to my eyes, wo,11-y 
of bnrrou, rocky mountains. 'l'he en,irl1us of 
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Beinit nro h<'I\Ut.ifnl imle!'d, nnd when I hnd 
foRsted suflicientl,v npon their lovelineHs nncl hnd 
gone nhout in tho town, which was not very 
interesting to me, I went to nrrnnge for my 
pns~nge to Athens. In settling my little bill nt 
the khan, Ytisof vnlil\ntly defended mo ngBinst 
what ho thought wns Rn injustice-a. trifling 
ovorcl1Rrgo-theu ho had another dispute with 
the man who wns to carry my lnggngo to tho 
ship, and when ho could not nrnko tho fellow 
listen to reason, bntlo him go his wny, nml himself 
wont ,vith me. Ho wns desirous of stnrting on 
his homeward journey ns soon as possible sons to 
reach a certain point that evening, but he would 
not see me imposed upon. ,ve stopped nt the 
offieo to tnke my ticket, and there I pnid Y ftsef. 
He looked at the gold, and after a. moment's 
l'eckoning said : 

"I nm to give you back :iifty paras" (eight 
shilliugs). 

"No, you ore to keep it all." 
He looked at me doubtingly, then spoko a fow 

wol'ds in Arabic to tho agent, who saicl to me : 
" He asks if you understand how much you 

ha"l"e given him." 
"I understand 11erfectly how much it is." 
"Do you l'eally mean that you givo him a 

baksheesh of fifty paras ? " 
" I do mean it; and please say to l1im that I 

give it with the gl'eatest pleasure; that a part of 
it is in recognition of his faithful service; he has 
taken good care of me, and has allowed no one to 
overcharge me for anything I ha"l"e had. The 
other, part is for his kind treatment of the horse, 
which is God's creature as truly as I am. He 
has not given me the pain of seeing him kick, or 
in any way maltreat the animal, in all the days 
from Tiberias to Damascus, and in the bad roads 
from Damascus to Beirut. He has behaved in 
every way as a Christian should ; and I thank 
him from my heart, and shall al ways remember 
him as a friend and a brother. Please express all 
this to him." 

I think he did so, for the tears stood in his eyes 
and in Ytisefs. 'fhe latte:r begged him to say to 
me that if he did once act angrily towards the 
horse, it was because of his fear that he would 
throw me off. He bargained with the boatmen 
who were to take me to the ship, saw them 
properly paid beforehand, then bade me good-bye 
and disappeared in the crowd. As I stood yet a 
moment looking in his direction, he reappeared, 
came to me and kissed my hands ; then stretched 
his own far out in opposite directions, and, 
bringing them together, touched his chest and 
miLe, again spreading his hnuds abroad and 
looking upward, joined them high above his head. 
I understood the touching pantomime. We had 
come to"ether from afor, we wore now going far 
opart, but wo would meet again above. Once 
more he kissed my hand : I kissed his brown 
cheek, and, with tears that I could not restrain, 
bade adieu to dear, good Yusef, and the Holy 
Land. 

I never say good-bye to ouy oonntry without 
cherishing a hope, or at least a wish, of seeing 
it again, and if this is true of other lnnds, how 
emphatically true is it of Pulestine, where tho1·e 

is Bo mnch lwsido what meets the ph)·~iml 
eyo; BO much thRt Rppears to the poetic and the 
religious feelings, I may say also to the patriotic; 
for does not every Christian feel it bis country? 
Thero is not 11 hrnok nor 8 mountain but bas its 
story, not a town nor a village that has not heen 
tho scone of some fearful tragedy, some touching 
history, somo clcNl of lofty patriotism or self­
sncrifito. What delight to see with my living 
eyes placos dear to the hearts of thousands t,f 
men and women throughout the world, ancl whose 
names were familiar to me as a child. There i;i 
n strange reality a.bout Pnlestine. The face of the 
country is much changed since the clays when 
Christ lived here, its cities have been overthrown 
again and a.gain, but the old life, it9 ways and 
customs, still survive among the common people, 
and it is among them we must seek it. I can 
better understand ancl realize what it was, since I 
have travelled nncl lived among that class of its 
inhabitants. ,vhatever there may have been 
fatiguing or disagreeable, I have already for­
gotttm. I remember only the beauty and foe 
charm. Like Jerusalem, shining beautiful in the 
distance, are now those days of happy wandering, 
nnd they will remain to me a sweet and glorious 
memory as long as I shall walk this earth. 

[alfts to • t~e l3ons. 
THE SILVER MELTED. 

"He Is like a refiner"s fire. •-.lftll. iii. 2.. 

ERY likely, o.t snme time or other, 
you mny have picked up a bit of 
old lead somewhere, and dropped 
it iu the fire. If so you wiG re­
member how pretty and clean it 
looked as it ran c,ut on the 
hearth in a silvery stream. My 
father used to let us boys melt 
lead in nn iron ladle over the fire 

nnd pour it into moulds of SRnd or clay, or sometimes 
plnster of Paris. We used to wake nil sorts of things with 
il--n letter-weight for father, a keel for my boat, a metl:11 
with our initinls on, or some little ornament or patteru. 

But the pnrt I used to like best was watching the metal 
in the lt\lllo nnd • waiting for it to melt. There lay the 
pieces of dirty lmul--n bit of piping which wo ha,l picked 
up nfler tho plumber had mended our burst watl•r-pipe; 
tho broken wheels of my little brother's engine; a coupl.i 
of bullets, and a lend s:>lclicr, all thrown iu t,,gether and 
gmdunlly ornmbling an,! slipping ,!own iuto the hottow of 
tho h\lllo. Presently tho surface was nll pretty lewl. but 
rough nm! grey, aa if it wanted skimming. Then, wh;:on w,, 
took tho lndle off tho flro and indined it ov,'r the would, 
there oome from under the rough groy "dl"\.l.>d" 1\ liltlu 
shining strel\m of pure Iiquhl metal, so olel\? that you coulJ 
olmost see your own refle<'tion in it:. surfaC<". 

Thie moiling ,!own, St> ns to gut rid of all the dirt nn,I 
<lroas, id cnllo<l •; rnflning" the lcn<I, whkh wcnus h wakiug 
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it finr·," or chnnging it into pnro llniehcd mclnl. Every bit 
or lend you might pick up woultl wont refining before it 
woukl be Jlln·e, bccnueo if it Ima been expose,! to 1ho nir it 
hns got dull nnd even \Jlnck pcrhnps, nm! hns certainly 
~llthcred n. good den) of dross, When tho lend ie <lug up 
!1·0111 the mmo it is mixed with nil sorts of other things nni.l 
1s not nt nll pure, so thnt every bit of lend must be refined 
hcforo it cnu bo of nuy uso nt nil, mul it is just tho 
mmc with silver nud gold, nnd other metals. 
. Now God says thnt wo nre jnst liko so many pieces of 

~1lrnr; we hnvo got some good in us, but it is nil mixed 
up with sin liko dross, nncl ns long 11s \VO nro like this wo 
ca~not possibly go to hce1von, where everything must be 
qmtc pure. So Jesus hns died to clco.usc us from our dro88, 

nnd to tee1ch us to live pure nm! holy lives for Him nnd 
"He is like o. refiner's fire," for He melts our hearts ~ntil 
He c.nu get such n benutiful clcn1· strcmu of lovo thl\t Ho 
can see His own reflection in it. 

If my littlo !en~ soldier could hnvo felt nnd spoken, how 
he would hnve cried out nt being put into the lntlle nncl 
hented so much. But still, if he wanted to be mn<lo into 
pure lea~ he must. bo content to melt, nud must forget c.11 
about bemg a soldier, and just let me mBko him into what­
ever I liked.' ~nd of course, when God is "refining" us 
we do not hko 1t, been.use it seems like 1J. fire getting hotter 
o.nd hotter. 

Sometimes you get a piece of lend tho.t seems ns if it 
woulcl not melt. All the other pieces have sunk down, but 
this bit seems_ as hard ne ever. Wlmt. do you do? Why 
you get n pair of bellows and blow tho fir,•, making it 
hotte1· and hotter till it is white hot nnd tho blue fill.mes nro 
breathing nll 1·ound the ladle, and suddenly-down sinks 
your lead-it has given wny nt Inst. So sometimes it seems 
as if II boy would nernr give w11y, he is so obstinBte; when 
he is punished he oaly sulks, nnd ue1•er tries to improve; in 
everything he does, even in his good moods, when he thinks 
he will do_better, he always wants to do it in his own way, 
and there 1s so much dross it almost seems ns if there were 
no real true silver underneBth to melt. 

Ah, if wa would be "refined" we must have the fire made 
hotter, until at last we are willing to forget ourselves nnd 
our own fancies, and just let God make what He likes out 
of us, nnd do with us ns He pleases. 

Ernn boys must go through this "refining firo" if they 
'l\"ould be "finished silver." Pick up a lump of old lead 
nnd look at it. It is dull and dirty, an,l an ugly shBpe. 
Wash it; it is still ugly. There is pei·hnps no pnrticulc.r 
black mark on it; when you look at it closely you CBnnot seo 
nny dross, but altogether it seems dull nud dead. You can­
not cut it into the shape you want it, and it will not bend 
easily enough to mnko anything. Wbat is to ho done to 
make it bright nnd pure? Melt it. Nothing else will do. 

I know n good many boys to-day who are like !hat piece 
9f lead. Thero is no particular foult to find with them­
they don't stenl, or toll lies, there nro no Yory ugly minks 
that eve~yone can see-but they nrc dull nnd dead. They 
are not fighl.iug against nny sins, they cnuuot Bee nny tu 
fight against. When I nsk them they tell me they nlwnys 
say their prayers, nre never selfish, nlw11ye speak tho truth. 
I cannot find out nnything thc.t is wrong, and yot I cnn sec 
their silver is not renl b1ight shining eilver, it is dull 
1111<l grey. They never got nny better, they c.lwnys keep 
just the same. You feel ns if you'd like to give them a 
good slinking nud wake them up. 

Do you know what I think would do them good? I 
thiuk they want "refining." They ought to huvo to bear 
something for Jesus' snko; something which gets hotter 
ond hotter, like tho llro-perl111ps be sent to n bol\l·cling­
achool, where tho boys woultl lnugh nt thom fo1· snying 
prayers nnd throw slippe1·~ nt thc1u-or bo in somo ohoir 

where the other boys would tease them l\"Cll for trvin" to 
listen to the sermon-or in some office where bo.d me~ w~u!,J 
persecute them for loving Jesus. Then we shoul,l see if 
there wore nny renl true silver in them, nny brc.vcrv to 
"stnnd up for Jesus," or whether they were mostly dro~s. 

Are you one of thi• easy-going sort of "good boys " ? 
Do you kneel down ench dny ancl say "Forgive us our 
t " h ' respnsees, w en you never trouble to think what your 
trespnsses nre, nnd never try to find them out anrl fiaht 
ilirun? 0 

Do you think God hears a prc.yer like that? 
All _true silver has a proper mark upon it, and all God's 

children have His mark on them because He has poured 
them into His mould. 

All good coins have a proper ringing sound when yon 
bouuco them on the table. Whnt i~ the sound that comeJ 
from you? A clear ring, or a dull thud? 

SYDNEY MILLEDGE. 

A SCRIPTURE SCENE. 

NO. I. 

Two men, one probably alone and the other with many 
nttcndants, meet outside the gnte of c. beautiful city where 
an apostle was ofterwBrds baptized. One brings a present, 
c.lthough ho is an anointed king; like David, be was 
anointed by God's command long before he reigned. He 
"fought against Gath and took it," and received an enormous 
uribe to retire from another city. His name is mentioned 
by Amos. The life ond character of the other are very folly 
described in one of the books of the Old Testament; a 1..-ing's 
serV1J.nt speaks of him as pouring water on the hands of n 
prophet, nnd a very remarkable circumstance attended bis 
burial. The present brought is large, needing forty Bnimnls 
to carry it, but we do not read of its acceptance. So far 
from seeming pleased, the man to whom it is offered weeps. 
One of the men asks a question of the other, and mentions 
the name of o. third person who, we find, committed a sin of 
which Eli nccueed a sorrowful woman. The reply is c. very 
strange and sad one, and the prophecy it contains is ful­
filled the following dny. The deaths of both these men are 
recorded in a later chapter within the space of five verses. 

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA. 

NO. x.xn;. 

A follower of his Lord, 
Who preached the W oru 
Full earnestly nnd well, 
Though once, Bills 1 ha fell 

1. A word that meant n snck or bag, 

L. T. 

Which filled too full would wake the traveller la.g. 
2. A name for one, 

In whom our Lord wns pleased to find 
Two virtues rare-­

Humility of henrt, simplicity of miucl. 
8. Onoe on this mouut, in ancient days, 

Tho whole wol"icl utte1·ecl thcmks nml praise. 
4. A yirtue this, nml held iu high esteem 

Dy Him who sent His Son, souls to redeem. 
5. On,J chosen, public ofllco to fulfil, 

"·110 with six othcl"s cliJ his Master's will. 

J. E. H. 
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The Line 
of 

Advance. 

T1rn multiplicntion of sor-ieLics rnnkes n cul­
lcct.ivo view of thcil' work crnry yrnr moro 
cliffirnlt. Wo hnvc nlrcntly given nccouut of 
some of the cnrlicr nnniversnry meetings, but 

must return to othors, nt tho risk of nppcnring after dnte, 
for the snkc of historicnl conli1111ity. Two frntures hnvo 
been chiefly co11spieuo11s this yenr, first, the revivul antl 
sprend of missionnry enthusiasm, and next, the very much 
lnrgcr place tnkeu by women in the public work of tho 
societies and churches. In some dir'lctions there has been 
iucrcnse of both machinery nucl funds; in othm·s there hns 
been conspicuous diminution; nnd so mnrlrncl hns lids been 
thnt the question arises ns to whether side by side with 
more generous couiribulions there is nut sometimes a chnnge 
in the direction of gifts rather tlinn larger giving. How­
e,·cr thnt m:11 be, it is ccrtnin that the churches have not 
Jet rcachccl their ccouomical limit. The spirit of self­
clcnia.l is cvidcn11y strengthening; and we may hope that, 
notwithslanding tcmpor,Hy checks, Chri~tian work of all 
kinds will be canicd forwurd with le,s spasmodic effort. If 
this year social questious seem to hwe fallen bchiu,l, an1 
the spirituul claims of men to have been the more em­
phatically declared, there has been no falling off in practical 
endeavour to help the masses. The schemes of the Salva­
tion Army, for example, have been put to partial test, and 
in the opinion of compet1Jnt witnesses have ac'.1ieved o, good 
result; but tbere are signs of reaction in the public mind, 
nnd tbc failure of funds in this case can har,Uy be set down 
to waning interest in the "subwcrgecl tenth." TLo ex­
perience of General Booth, if it bas its encouragements, has 
also its warning for other workerd. If, for instance, the 
view recently enunciated with fresh force were to obtain 
generally, that it is the duty of the church to proclaim the 
Gosp<>l without overmuch concern for results, the very ease 
of its mission would imperil all it has guined, if it did not 
embody a divine prudence in its councils. 

THE British nnd Foreign Bible Society is 
Bible carrying forward its work with unabated 

Society. energy, but with restricted resourMB. Nearly 
four milliou copies of the Bible, Testaments, 

and portions were distributed last year, an increase of62,680 
on the previous year; yet while the receipts for the )'ear 
were 211,3841. there is now It deficit of 23,397!. The Eurl 
of Harrowby, who presided at its anniversary, said thnt 
from ,dl the countries of Europe there was a greutly in­
creased demand. Russia. took no fewer thuu half-a-million 
copies. The Bishop of. Exeter spoke of the thirst fo~ the 
Scriptured he had fouud rn Japan. He askecl the subscribers 
to take a~ their watchword "Half as much aimin." An 
English Presbyterian missionary in China, Rev. J. C. 
Gibson, of Swatow, pleaded for au enlnrgement of the work. 
To put into the hund of every Chinese one CO!JY of the 
Bible it would take, he suid, ninety-five yours ut the present 
rate of the total issue for the whole world. Archdeucon 
Hodg-son, of the Universities l\Iission, snid that this yery 
yea1· for the first time the Bible is being sent to Central 
AfricJ. in its most cursed lunguage-lhe veruo,culo,r used by 
the slave dealers. Hundreds of other dinloct,, however, 
arc still waiting for the Gospel. . Chevali~r Proc~et, D.D., 
from Rome said the Bible was still put m the mdcx of 
prohibited books for the whole Lntin rnce of the South of 
Europe. Those people need the Dible o,s mu~h as the 
Chinese. Last yeo,r alone Itcily took l(i6,Dl5 oop1es. 

Religious 
Tract 

Society. 

Tim Religious Tract Society followccl its 
usual course at Excto1· Hull, iu supplement­
ing its rllport and speeches with songs by a 
chilc!ren's ohoi1·, representative of the schools 

wh:eh tuko prizcij iu the Sori1,tui·e examil111tious instituted 
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wme yenrs since. The chair was taken by Mr. R. Holmes 
White, nnd lhe meeting wns addressed hy tl:e Rev. Gilbert 
S. Knrucy, tho Rev. F. W. 1"1acdonalrl, nnd t\1e Rev. Robert 
111. '111oruton. 'l'hc report st.1tccl that the contributions 
during !he ycnr, inclmliug subscriptions, rlnnations, collec­
tions, nurl legacies, had urnountcd to 18,76-!l. lis. 6d., an 
incl'Cnsc of 2,837[. 13s. over those of the prt'ceding year. 
'l'ho trndc receipts bud amounted to 172,1551. 10s. 6d., 
making with the nbove nm! the bnln11ce of Inst year a totol 
of 102,504L 18s. 7,Z. 'l'lw cxpcnclilurc had be~n 202,8331, 
being au excess over income of 10,238/. ls. 5d., which the 
Cominittcc hnd been obliged to prov:de for by again en­
trenchiug on the reserve funds. Out of this expenditure, 
tho grouts to societies and individuals ot home an<! abroad, 
in money, paper, electrotypes of engravings o.nd publications, 
have amounted to 42,2611. 12s. 2d.; towards which the 
sum of O,Oi7l. 18s. 2d. had Leen contributed by the re­
cipients, leaviug tho value of grants 33,186[. 14s.; an 
excess ubove the free contributions to the Society of 
14,42Il. lGs. 6d. This sum has been furnishecl from trade 
sources, ancl, as mentioned abovt:, in a gr,-at measure from 
tho rese1·vc funds of the Society, wh;ch, however, the 
Committee feel must not be drawn upon to meet further 
deficiencies, should they unfortunately occur. They appeal 
to their friends and subscribers to prevent the necessity of 
1·educing grnnts which ere eag:erly sought, far beyond the 
ability of the Society to supply them, and which iu the pnst 
have been the means of great nnd signal blessing, both at 
home and abroad. Home mission work in numberless wa.ys 
has been helped. Tracts have been liberally suµplied for 
mission services and to individual distributors. Colportage 
societies in England, Scotland, and Ireluncl have been 
assisted by supplies of tracts nnd of books at reduced prices, 
so far its this could be done without interfering-with the 
regular course of trade. The work designed to promote 
biblical education in board schools, to which a.l!us,on bas 
been made, ho,s continued to grow; 252,804 children and 
pupil teachers were examined in connection wilh the 
Loudon School Board, and the prizes given by the Society 
and Mr. Fru.ncis Peek were distributed as usuol. Grants 
of the same kind have been made to Homsey, Bristol, 
Cardiff, Plymouth, Stonehouse, Devenport. Liverpool, 
Bromley, and other plac,~s. The grants in aid of foreign 
missions have been continued to various forms of religioU9 
,vork, not only in Europe, Asi>t, Africa, but in Canada., 
South America, the West In<lies, nnd e,en Australia. and 
Polynesia,. 

At the public breakfast meeting at the Cannon Street 
Hotel, Mr. Albert Spicer presided, aucl gave a sympathetic 
statement of the c!uims of the society to larger support. 
"Remove the Religious Truct Society," he said, "and you 
ci-ipple nearly every Christian association with which we 
h,ne to ilo." Nearly nil the speakers bore testimony to the 
direct help reoeived. The Rev. F. H. Kruger, of the French 
l\lission in Dasutolnnd, gave an account of the growth of 
Chriatinnity the1·e, and expressed his deep gratitude not 
only for hymn-boob, but for much other liter,\ture which 
brul heou g-eucrously granted to thorn. Tho Rev. W. H. 
Dull showed how C1ilou1ta was indebted. The Rev. Arthur 
D,,nsey, of 1-fonkow, illustrated the mlue of tracts by the 
foot tllllt he hcul known two ohurches founded as the result 
of the distribution of those silent messengers. The Rev. 
George Evernrd, who bus recently returned from II tour in 
lndin, described the tmot depols as so many wells of salva­
tion, tho waters of which were fertilising the land all 
round. Ho read u moving Jotter from a young Hindu_ and 
upon it basecl n stining appeal that help wight bo sent. 
'l'ho Rov. Jnmcs Sibreo told of the progress wa,le iu M1ula.­
g,1soar, am! of the ph1co tukcu by Christi1rn likrnture. 
'fho Uov. J. A. A, Fuller, a colourccl mil!dionl\ry frow the 
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Congo, nm! tho Rev. Dr. l\Inlhows, of the Prcsbylcrinn 
Mission, were nlso s;icnkcrs, 

Lon~on 'l'nE nnnivcrsnry week of the Lon,1011 l\[ission-
Mlsslonn.ry nry Soeict.y wns in every sense n f'cstivnl wcdc. 

Boolety. 'l'ho hcnvy nnxielies ot' tho previous ycnr 
. sccmcll to lmve liftCL! lilrn n clou,l, in the 

suushmo of revive,\ hope nud joyous enthusinsm. There 
were scverl\l iuuovntious in tho course of proccdure­
nn~nngst them n conversnziouo, cmd nlso n meeting for 
cl11ldre11-both grrnt successes. All tho meetings were 
crowded. Tho Exeter Hall l\sscmbly WI\S preside,\ over by 
Mr. F. Howcu·d, of Dcdfor,l. The Rev. U. Wurdlnw 
'fl!olllpsou, ns Foreign Sccretnry, was tho first spenkcr. Ho 
srud thnt his sto.tement must Lo n doxologv. God hnd 
blessed them in every ,lcpnrlment, Thero hnd bceu clnrk 
clouds ~n Chinn nnd Mougolin, but they hnd pnsscd a.way. 
lu Inchn tho northern stations were still waiting for lho 
min from heaveu ; but in South Indin there were iiviclen~es 
of_ tl!e power of the Gospel, uot only in the great 'l'elugu 
llhss1on, but emu nmong tho Tnmil people. A grcnt spiritm~I 
movement had &1so begun in llfoclagnsc11r. The Society hns 
now twenty more 1nission&rica iu the field than it ho.<l 
twelve mouths ago. An exceptional number of well-qualified 
women hnve offered their services lo the cause. There was 
nlso o.u iucreasiug iuternst in missionary work o.mong 1hc 
men. Amongst them two names should be specially 
mentioned-Dr. Hart, of Cnmbridge, and Rev. R. J. Ward, 
?r St. Hel~n·s, _the former giving up 11 distinguished position 
Ill the Umvers1ty, o.ud the latter the pastorship of a la1·ge 
nud prosperous church. There had, further, been o. great 
increase in the Society's funds. The resolution which 
commenced the Forward Movement involved the Society in 
beav~ responsibility-not less than additional expenditure 
of 2o,000!. The new workers were required, not for any 
schemes of advance, but for old fields of labour. No sooner 
had the clecisiou of the directors gone forlh than it bec&me 
apparent that God had been prepo.ring the heorls of tho 
people. The ordinary contributions bad reached l 0,0001. 
more than ever before ; 9,500!. had come in special gifts for 
the Forward Movement; the Week of Self-Denial yielded 
9,600!.1 mnkiug 11n increased iucorue of 29,000!., er, with 
additional legncies, 35,000!. The Rev. S. Mateer, of Tre­
vandruw, subsequently testified to the growth of Christianity 
in Travaucore during the last ten years, the nntive Christian 
community having increased nineteen per cent., whilst the 
population had grown only six per cent. Multitudes were 
ready to hear the Gospel. At the present time, Mr. Hncker 
had the oversight of 17,000 nutive Christians in 134 con­
gregations, Another retrospect of much interest woe that 
of the Rev. James Sibree, of Madagascar, where, we regret 
to say, the aggressive &ction of the French authorities is 
creating grave political difficulties. When he first went 
to Madagasaar, twenty-nine yenrs ngo, a heathen queen 
was OR the throne; but for the past twenty-three years 
there had been Christian queen~, whose influence had 
been most beneficent. From tho summit of Antano.nnrivo 
120 or 130 towns &nd villages could be counted, and sub­
stantial churches might be seen, built in memory of those 
who in o. pust generation had died for Christ. Formerly 
cruel laws and punishments were in force, but now there 
was an enlightened and merciful code. Twenty-nine yenrs 
ngo the literatul'e of the country consiskd of the Bible, 
" Pilgrim's Progress," 1L few sermons, tracts, and elementllry 
school-books. Now it comprised 500 books of 100 pages 
each, with n yearly circulation of 200,000 copies from the 
various presses. lnstc&d of a little handful of churches, 
IL dozen in number, with schools containing 360 children, 
there were now over 90,000 children under instruction. Auel 
instead of twenty conµ:regntions, including 5,000 peoplr, 
there were between 1,300 nnd 1,400 congregutions, including 
210,000 people. The Children's Demonstrntiou was nlso 
in Exeter Hall, and on tho Saturday afternoon, Mr. Denjnmin 
Clarke presiding. A very attractive feature of the pro­
gramme was the repetition of the text "Suffer the little 
children" 11nd the singing of hymns in vnrioue langunges, 

Cblna.. Tm: China Inlnnd Mission was oommenoed 
twenty-six years ngo b,v the Rev. J. Hudson 

Taylor with fifteen Missionnrics. The income, which for 
the first ten years nvcmged about 5,0001., lust ycar rose to 
26,5841. 'l'he 8t111f hus incrrnsed at ll similar rntc nnJ now 
numbers 432, with o.bout 526 workers in connection with 

of.her societies. ncting under the ,lircction or the Mis,ion 
'fhfl bren,lth of its platform ha~ been etendily maintnined: 
l'resbyterinns, lhptists, CongregRtionalists, Chureh of 
J!]ngland, Wesleynng, aud Brethren working harmoniously 
together. Of these, some hnve gon~ ont entirely nt their 
own expens~, and have, besides, libernlly contributed to 
the gcncrnl fund; some nre University men, and some have 
received only a plain English ~dnention, and eomc nre from 
the humblest positions. The Mission bas now more tbon 
100 stntions in wl,icli there nre resident mission1uies. At 
1.ho nnnunl meeting, nt the Mil<lmay Conference Htill, Miss 
Guinness pointed out the neecl for more workers. Out of 
501 cities thnt w~re centres of_ e_ducation and government, 
nil but 18 wcro without ,rny m1ss1on workers. She believed 
thnt the future success of the Mission lay in the numher of 
women workers and m~dical men who could be put into the 
field. The Rev. A. •r. Polhill-Turner had hnd four years 
of encoumging experience. l\Ir. Stanley P. Smith, one of 
tbe Cambridge band, rnid he hacl gone out fnll of enthusiasm; 
he had mode mistakes in method, and hl\d failures when he 
looked for encoumgcment, l,ut the" out and outers" among 
the cournrts more than made up for nil. Where the natives 
went back it wns in most cases &ttributable to the use of 
opium. 

CbrlstlanJty 
In 

India.. 

THE 1eslimony of Dr. Pentecost, in returning 
from 11 prolonged visit lo India, is fitly quoted 
iu the centenary report of the Baptiot 
Society:-" To me the evidences of the com­

ing of the clay of tl1e Lord in India are so many and so 
indisputnl,le that I am daily more and more amazed, and 
wo11der how any Christian cnn fur a moment feel discourage­
ment. The habit of eon,ulting statistical tables in our 
missionary reports, and forgetting ull else, has blinded 119, 
narrowed ou! horizon, and kept us from seeing the truth. 
The cry, 'Show us con"l'erts,' is o. mo,t misleading one, and 
has misled many good people. The multiplication of 
converts in India to-clay is 11ltogether out of proportion to 
the number of evangelists and missionaries engaged in the 
work, as comp&red with the proportion of converts at home 
from among the non-Christians of our• Christian communi­
ties ' to the number of men and women engaged in direct. 
Christio.u effort, In all India there nre not as ma.ny miSSU1n­
ariee as there are ministers of the Gospel in London City, 
uud yet the number of co11Yerts yeurly in India will be from 
fi\'e to ten times ns great ns the number of convusions in 
London. Give to India one-ho.H the missionaries in pro­
portion to populo.tion as there are ministers and Christian 
workers in England, and Inclia will be evangelised. in ten 
years." 

The Telugu Mission of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union reports about 8,000 baptisms in the mission durin.,. 
1891, of which 3,239 were in the Cumbum field. In th~ 
year from November 1, 1890, there were more than 10,000 
baptized. 

PRESBYTEillAN llIISSIONS figured only for the 
Presbyterla.n second time iu the l\Iny meeting Ji.;;t, but the 

Missions. gathering iu Exeter Hall, under the p!esideucy 
of Lord Kinnaird, o.fforded further proof of the 

rising tido which is moving all the churches. Last year 
the English Presbyterie.ns raised 25,000!. for foreign mis­
sions-nearly double the income of ten years ago. 

London THE population of Loudon is increasing, 
Life. 11ccording to the ,werage or the past teu yelll'S, 

nt the rote of wore than eighty thousand souls 
every ycnr. Well might Cnnon Barker, in his anniversary 
speech, describe it as the world in miniature. Yet the 
London City Mission is hampered by lack of fuuds. The 
expenditure during the lo.st twelve months was 60,27-l!., 
which, though 353!. Jes; than in the preceding yco.r, is 
greo.tor than tho receipts by 701!. The number of mission­
aries is 498. l\Ir. Sicluey Gtdge, 111.r., said the history of 
the religious rcYivnls of the Inst hundred years taught them 
that the workers required sboultl be of the same cl~ s.s 
thoso tu whom they wero to speak, ii was bcc,rnsc that prin­
ciple w&s followed out that their missionaries sucecedcu. The 
Rey, F. W. l\facclouald referred to the notion tibroad that it 
is in the power of legislution to raise the whole qu'11ity RUil 
charneter of 0111· citizenship; but said that uny expccll\lion 
of rogeuernting English society which rests upon politico.I 
or social prnulems to be hereafter carried out must yie!J. 
ono wore bitter disappointment. To hl\Hl the new worlu 
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"~ m,rnt._ hn,·e M its romnrnnity now men, nn,l the:1 wo 
might h111"1 np n rPgt·m·r11!Ptl socict.v. 

'l'he Yonn,!:\" Men's Christian AsR~cint.ion, linvin"' its hrn1l­
q1111rl.crs nt Exeter Hnll, mny bo rmm!c,I ns nnolhPr of !ho 
Ji\'roA.l Lnndon socict,ice donling rliroctly with the life of the 
people, though hnving vigornns nllies for beyond the 
honntls of tho metropolis. lls meetings usunlly bring 
togPlher n great concourse of frlonds. Thh ycnr the totnl 
number of young men in connection IVilh it Is 4 528 nnrl 
every kind of ngcncy Urnt can minister to them i'~ i~ full 
oper,1lion. 

The Rnggcd School Union still finds n sphoro worlhy of 
its_ founders ns ,1 distinctively Chrislinn ngcncy omongst lhc 
ch1hlr,•n of the stroct~. It l111e its Holidny Homes, its 
"Drift Children's" bmnch, its clothing nn,t bcncvo!cnt 
fund, it scoks lo provide puro litcmlure, it bns its recrention 
nnd indnstriul classes, 1tnd its institutes. It hue also its 
ow_n Sunday ech_o?le, now numbering 258, -with 40,877 
cl11l<lrc11. In 1tdd1l!on there nro sundry Chrietinn b:rnrls 0111I 
Christian endeavours, gnikls, lengues, nucl other a.gencies 
nuder various titles, but nil niming nt the retention of tho 
scholnr nnd tho continuous influence or tho school r,ght on 
to ndult life. Nor nro the pa.rents forgotten. They a.lso 
nre gnt.bcred nud cnrcd for. 

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, speaking recently nt 
Ipswich, on behcllf of the West End Missiou, of which he is a. 
lender, se.iJ thut nmong the 1,500 members a.tta.checl to the 
m'ssion nre reprnee11t11tivee of every Church iu Europe. 
"If you ask roe whnt they a.re now," continued lllr. Hughes 
(as reported in tbo British Weekly,) "I cnn't tell you. All 
I kno\V is thnt they e.re converted, tlmt they know it, tha.t 
they meet in cln~e regulnrly, and 1but they do whe.t I tell 
them." Ono Romnn Ca.tbolic soldier Imel been sent to the 
services by hie priest, who to!J him thnt every Christian 
ought to go. 

Gawin THE Open Air Mission h'.ls sustained a great 
Kirkham. loss in the dee.th of Mr. Gnwin Kirklmm, its 

secretary for nearly thirty yea.ra. and one of 
the most devoted of evnngelistio workers. Hie lnbours were 
not limitecl to England; he iutroclucecl open-air preaching 
into Hol11111cl, nnd did much to revive the practice in other 
countries. A brief illness of five days only sufficed to ca.rry 
him off. In hie le.at utterances be bore testimony to the 
truths he had .proclaimed. In n period of unconsciousness 
he gave a tender communion addres1 to e.il il..llllgine.ry 
audience. Hie lo.~t utterance was-" There is ono offering 
for sin-Jesus." 

EXISTING relations in Hunga.ry are curiously 
E~~~~ illuetrnted by recent events iu tho Huuga.rian 
Rllllgary. Chamber. 'fhe motion in favour of Religions 

Liberty nod Equality, which hns beou moved 
by M. Irnnyi every year for the la.st twenty-five yeo.ra, bas 
been accepted by the Government, nnd passed uunnimously 
nmidst tremendous cheers. It wo.s interpreted by Count 
Ceaky, Minister of Public Worship, 1\.8 binding the Govern­
ment to introduce Bills at no early d.nte, removing the 
obstacles to msrriages between Jaws nnd Christie.us, nod to 
the"conversion of Christiane to the Jewish faith. All creeds 
will be declared oqual before the lo.w; the registers of 
marriages, births, and deaths will be ta.ken over by civil 
funetiono.riee; and, nt the some time, the supremacy of tho 
State over all creecl8 will be maintained nnd procla.imed, 
A Bill legnlisiug mnrriagee between Jews and Christians 
was introduced by '111. Ti~za•s Government in 1883, but 
thrown out by the House of Magnates at the ineta.uce of the 
late Primate and the lo.to Cardino.I Hoyna.ld, who nctecl 
under lho orders of tho Pope nncl the Holy Soo. Tho 
failure of the Bill Jed to tbo reform of the House of Mng­
natea, which, as nt present constituted, cnnnot offer tbo 
same reeista.nce to the Bill now promlsocl. The Ministerial 
declnro.tion bu.s e. further eignillca.nco, ns it 1Vi1111e~ure a 
legal status to the Al)g!ico.n Church nod all tho English 
nnd American Dissenting creeds, which a.t p1·esent ore 
toleratccl iu Hungnrv, like the Jewish faith, but can o.t 
e.ny time be interfered with. 

p oteste.nt THI!: Bupreme Council of tho Protestant 
;_,,ussla, Church of Pruesin hne suggested to tho 

ecclesiastical a.uthoritioe throughout the 
country the u.tl visnbility of keeping tho cburobos opon on 
week-days ne well ns Bunda.ye, nt loo.et when the evening 
hellM are rung, in order, if possible, to hold a brief nnrl 
eiroplo service at that limo, as is dona in Romnn Cnll101io 

rhnrcl.cs. Eiglitccn new J'rr,lcstnnt chnrchcA nrc ahont t" 
ho louilt in Berlin; n11<l otl,n steps arc in. contr•mplntion hy 
which it is hope,! lo incrcnsc the etlic1r:ncy ol exi,tinJ 
l'rotcstant institutions. 

A et:RTOUS glimpse into Westem Enrripe iJ! 
Gyp11les. nff~rclc,l by~ letter in th0St~111,~rdnewspnpcr, 

, . .winch ,_lcs,·~1be_s a great feet1vo.l 111 a. villnge in 
tho f1mok "V nlloy, 111 SerVIn, to cclebmtc the baptiem of 
110 ~ewer thnn f_our hundred Mohammedan gypsies, be­
long111g lo the tribe of Ibrahim Ho.mi!. "There a.re still 
I\ 1,umbcr of gypsies in the country who belong to the 
crcecl of lelnm; but one tribo after another is indncerl 
lo embrace tho Orthotlox Faith, on the strenrlh of their 
'expectations' from their sponsors. Nor we;e the four 
liuUllrecl dieappoiutcd in that respect. The men appearer! 
nt lho ceremony in brand new garments, the women nod 
girls wero nclorued with renl gold nod silver ornament~, 
presents from the wives of the rich mercha.11ts in the dis­
trict. After the baptism, which was performed by the 
lliehop of Znitcha.r, tbero wa.s a great popnle.r fete. Sheep 
were roa.slcd whole at open fires, wiue llowecl in abundance, 
ancl then followecl n popular <la.nee in front of the church. 
Mohommcda.n gypsies nre not known ontside Turkey an<l 
the former Turkish Provinces." 

The Fno11 the statistics presented at the Friends' 
Frlendll. Yearly Meeting, held in London, it a.ppenr3 

there arc now 340 meetiog3 in this country, 
wilb 16,102 meruberd, ancl 6,185 habitnal attenders of 
meeliuge who are not yet in membership, ma.Jriog a total of 
22,287 Friends in this country-a gain of 221 over last year. 

WILL CorJinnl Manning be canonized? So 
Cardinal nsks the Pall Mall Gazette, at the same time 
Ma.mw,g. reporting that since. his death nnmbers of 

persons ha'/e written to the Catholic news­
popcrs, testifying to the benefits received from prayers to 
1.iim for favours required. The following extracta are from 
the correspondents' columns of the Catholic Times:-

" A Chilrl of Mnry wishes to return public thanks in the 
Catholic Times for a wonderful temporal favour in answer 
to prayers to the Holy Face. She also prayed to Cardinal 
l\Innning, nucl believes he obtained o. request for her."­
Api·il 15. 

"S. desires to return thanks for spiritual and temporal 
favours obtained through Our La.dy Immaculate of Loa:rde~, 
St. Barbara, and Cardinal Monning."-April 28. 

"An Associate of tbe Apostleship of Prayer wishes to 
make public thanksgiviug for a temporal favour, after 
putting an intention in the bo:s: of the Apostleship of 
Prayer and making two Novenas to St. Joseph and Cardinal 
Manniug."-May 6. • 

"J. R. T. writes to sny that he has Nceived a.n an.,-wer to 
prayer after asking our late holy C.u-dinal's intercession." 
-May 20. 

" E. B. Beswick wishes to return thanks to the Sacred 
Heart and Co.rdiual Manning for a temporal favour received 
nfter sa.ying for nine days the exercise in honour of Jesus 
Risen, and inrnking the help of the dear Cardinal"­
May 20. ~ 

"A Cliild of Mary (Dublin), in fulfilment of a promise, 
wiohee to return thanks for a temporal favour receivecl from 
tho Sncred Henrt through the intercession of Our Lo.dy of 
Dolours and C,,rdin .. 11\fonniug."-May 20. 

Ke.ne.ka 
Labour 
Tra.fllo. 

TaE rcgulntions issued by the Queenslanrl 
Government for the Ke.Baka Labour Traffic 
nre comprehensive, anrl, if carriecl out, wouhl 
rcmovo many objections; but competent wit­

nesses still think the risk of abuso greater than the 
security against it. How, for example, when so many 
dialects aro spoken, l'Bn a mutual undeNta.nding be 
nlwnys onsurod? 'fho ndmiral 1Vho Cl•lllman,led in the 
Polyneeinn wntcrs iu tho cloys of tho earlier 'fraftio 
thinks no safeguard euffil'ieut. Sir Harry P~kes e.1.,o 
prot~•ts. The voto of tho Victorian parli!i.meut ag,\inst the 
l'rnfflo _is iuflnencccl by other considernt:ons. But all the 
o\'hlenoo goos tu show the need of extremest caution. Xo 
colony would nssort its independence in favour of n polky 
of sla.ve-tmding contrnry to all our imperial tr,1<1itious; 
nnd we rou~t hope thnt the immedinto exposure of o.ny 
wrong will prornut the reviv11l of proctiecs which all 
Christendom would comlcmn. 




