
THE SUNDAY AT HOME 
0 DAY MO~T CALM, MOST ARIGHT! • • , 

Tue WEEK WERE DAT<K OUT FC;: TIIV LIGIIT,-l/erbert. 

CA I R 0. 

nY MRS. nin.w1m, Al'Tl!On 01' TIIE "ll08l'ITAL SK!sTGIIES." 

A VIEW 1rnoM A DALCONY, 

Ill,-ICASll-EL-AINE. 

THE nurr;ing here i11 clono under tho supervision 
of the 1th1tors by Egyptian womon of a somo­
w hat high grado. Education being a no­

ccssity, a rogular r;chool ill curriccl on within tho 
Ro. 2008.-0crousu s, 1so2. 

hospital wallt1 for their benefit. The3e native 
women are in faot what we should call at h0rue 
staff nmses and probationers, and ono of each 
takos a. side of a ward undor a sister's supervision. 

'!'hoy look very pioturosque, with their dark 
oyos and iutelligont faces. 'l'heir uniform is a 

P1uc• Os• l'Essr. 



770 

"Galnhier," or long strni,Tbt nntive dress of bluo 
nu~ whito stripe~, secured at the wnist by n belt, 
white npron, whito hnndkerehief covcrincr for 
the head, and white gauzo "Yash-mnk "

0
with 

which they cover the lower part cf their facc11 
during the doctors' and students' hour.,i. Thi11 
giY?S them a. very graceful n.ppearnnce; "indeed 
then· natural grace nnd dignity is," said onr 
guide, "always refreshing to my eyes." It is 
seen e,en among the scrubber clast1, who cnrry 
th~i~· pails and indeed everything on their heads, 
po1smg them without apparent effort. "One of 
t~e prettiest sights in my ward," said the ~ister, 
"1s when the Ternagiah, or scrubber, wallis 
behind the procession of doctors, students, and 
nurses, carrying the native burnished tin ho.sin 
in one hand as high as her shoulder, on which 
hangs a red towel, and in the other hand the 
graceful long-spouted jng, from which she pours 
the water over my hands between cases re­
quiring dressing." 

The sisters are indeed doing a good work in 
training these native girls. In the first year 
they are instructed in general knowledge and the 
rudiments of nursiI1g, passing on to hi<Ther o-rades 
each year, including at length minor ~urge~y and 
midwifery. One English sister takes the super­
intendence of this special branch of the work. 

At the end of three years they pass a final 
examination as qualified midwives, a most im­
portant profession in a country where to have a 
male doctor is considered a disgrace. 1'hey may 
also, if disposed, pass into the profession as female 
doctors, by attending certain lectures at the 
adjoining medical college. 

They are intelligent and quick, both in prac­
tical and theoretical work; but their national sin 
of untruthfulness and deceit, with a long herit­
age of Eastern sloth, stand greatly in the way of 
their ultimate success. This is a sister's greatest 
difficulty, for when under close observation the 
work is done as well as by any staff of English 
nurses at home, yet lying and gross neglect is 
the result of relaxed vigilance. These gids are 
most interesting and very childish, which, said 
our guide, "is not to be wondered at, as they 
commence work at about fourteen, at which age 
they are considered women, and are indeed often 
married before this." 

'l'l1e Arab idea. of "washing themselves" is 
quite unlike our notion of tubbing, while their 
state of dirt would rival the worst patients from 
,Vhitechapel. They never immerse themselves, 
or any of their limbs in water, unless by special 
medical order. Therefore there is a lavato1y speci­
ally adapted to this peculiarity, with little stone­
:floored apartments, provided with a. warm water 
tap and gutters to facilitate throwing the water 
over thc:rn, according to their notions here, after 
being well soaped. One day a week is assigned 
to each Rection for a. regular bath for all em­
ploycs and patients able to walk downstairs. 
'l'he sanitary arrangements n.re ve1y good, all 
refuse bc:ing taken daily to the desert and thero 
lrnried in the rnncl. , 

Airing and recreation for the patients is a diffi­
culty, where men and womon are not allow~cl to 
meet, auu it is met by allowing the men patients 

to ta~e the <Jnaclrangle and enjoy themselvee, 
lonngmg on the grass and smoking, while the 
women enjoy the beautiful large flat rouf, from 
one part of which a 8plendid view of Cairo is 
oblnined, and i'tloses' Ieland, wliere he is supposed 
to have been found, can nlso he seen. From another 
point of view is a long reach of the Nile, with 
full benefit of the glorious sunsets behind a 
clump of palms. Belc,w is a pretty gardtm, where 
in summer the sisters delight to walk, or to nn­
looso their little boat arid row themselves on the 
Nile in the cool of the evening, when their day·s 
work is over. 

The Arabs employ thei, fingers in the place of 
knives and forks, and it was some time, said onr 
guide, before she could get accustomed to seeing 
me.it torn from the bone and presented uncere­
moniously to the patient. The patients have 
their food served to them in little flat basins 
according to the diet prescribed : meat and rice, 
vegetables and gravy, and a queer mash of milk 
and corn, or plain soup and milk, each patient 
being given also a loaf or more of the little flat 
round loaves of native bread. 

Those able to move about eat at a table placed 
in the centre of the ward, and for those in bed a 
little stand, with a marble top to it, which is at 
each bedside, serves as dinner-table at one time, 
and is equally useful for dressing at others. A 
native drioking bottle, or earthen "Gloofah," is 
always placed on each, and is highly necessary 
in summer when thfrst becomes almost pain. 

The patients have three meals a day: the first, 
at six in the morning, being composed of the most 
horrible mess of oil and beans, which is the Arab 
national breakfast, the other two at eleven and 
half-past thn,e. It seems a very long fast from 
half-past three to six next morning, but it is 
their custom in their own homes to sleep at 
sunset and take nothing before nine next day, 
although they commence bnsioess at dawn. .A. 
certain quantity of fruit is allowed each day: 
this in their own homes is an important part of 
their food. 

Passing on to the mens' part of the hospital we 
find an utter absence of woman-kind, even the 
white uniform of an English sister was quite 
unknown until about two Jears ago, "when," 
said our guide," we gladly took advantage of the 
Government permission to take up the nursing 
there, and, I am glad to say, to the great satis­
faction of the English doctors." The Eastern 
idea is that no woman could nurse a man. 

The bulk of the work: in this section is done 
by " Terrr..erguys," corresponding to the Onlerli~s 
in our Military hospitals. They certainly do then· 
scrubbing and cleaning beautifully, and some of 
them move and feed the very sick as tenderly as 
a woman could. The Tenuerguys are provided 
with the lcoso "Galabier" in the usual flowing 
style of the Arnbs, the crescent being embroidered 
in red on the shoulder. 

The dressing, temperature, notes, ancl washing 
of backs, etc., are done by the medical students, of 
whom about fifty are attached to the hos_pit_al fL?r 
their clinical years, and a part of the buihhng is 
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consigned to them, somo of thom noting ne houso 
sut'goons or doctors, nncl they get n cnpitnl 
training in every way, for tho resident medical 
officer takes the greatest interest in them and 
infinite pains to thoroughly qualify them. 

'l'ho visitors' day is very novel; throe viBitors 
are permitted each patient, but the crowds of 
filthy Arab women who besiege the door of the 
Ifarecm, and of both sexes on the male side, hours 
before the time of admisEion, is astonishing, 
chattering, pushing, scrambling to such an extent 
that the poor old Boabs can do nothing with 
them, and one of the sisters ha.s been obliged 
lately to stand on the steps to keep order. 

Visitors are strictly forbidden to bring in any• 
thing with them, and an Arab stands ready to 
search each one as he or she passes in. 

They got nil sorts of cases : the accidents of 
tho town, and the numbers of burns caused by 
the smn.11 charcoal brazier so generall.y used, and 
which, combined with the extreme lightness of 
their attire, mako their recovery scarcely possibl~; 
for though the Arab suffers very little from 
shock (an Egyptian will often walk about the 
ward the day that he has had an arm amputated), 
bein~ lee,i nervously developed than most 
civihzed nations, he has less constitution to hold 
out against a long strain, and very little power 
of endurance. They make, however, very 
good patients, very uncomplaining, happy and 
grateful. 

The patients are of three distinct races, Egyp­
tians, Berbcrs, and the thorough Black from the 
Soudan,_who is an easy prey in the colder climate 
to tuberculosis, more especially phthisis. 

TO)lll A:!ID FOUNTAl:-f O:-f TIIE ll!Gll ROAD TO GIIJZEII, 

Arrived in the ward they squat on the floor 
round the bed: no chairs are necessary, for the 
lower class of Arabs look upon a chair as a 
veritable penance, and they prefor tho floor to 
their beds. 

The blessings they shower upon the heads of 
the sisters and the demonstrations of gratitude 
are quite overwhelming. . . . 

When the poor patients are very 111 1t 1s 
always the English sisters _they want to ~o the 
dressings and feed them rnstead of thell' own 
country people. 

To our great astonishment we found that. a 
Magdalene ward was as ruuch needed hero as 10 
other countries but an Arab woman has charge 
of it, the doctu1'. not permiUi,ng tho sisters to lllix 
with it at all. 

The sisters learn Arabic when thoy come out, 
they say it is easily and 1·eadily picked up on the 
sp_ot, though it wouhl be difficult to learn other­
w1so. 

The children are charming and not kept in­
separate wards, ~ut_ remain with t~o women iu 
the hareem • this 1s more convement, as the 
mothers· ar~ allowed to stay with their very 
yuung ones. 

In one ward we noticed some little ones clothed 
in queer coats and pointed hoods, whereat the sister 
saiJ: "See how poor ,ve are, we have to make 
little coats of old blankets to keep them warm." 

One day o. week is obse1·ved ns a holiday, viz., 
Fridl\y, which is the Mohaunnedan_ Sunday; no 
more is done on that day than 1s absolutely 
necessary. The mrn, according to the Ko~·an, 
shou1d attend their musque ou that moru~ng, 
80 there are no visiting surgeons 01· 01ernl1011s 
except in emergencies, 

'l'he doctors' ,·isits and bedside lectures aro 
much-the same as at home. Beside the directing 
spirit of tho whole hospit.~1, Dr. Milton, there i::1 
an English doctor at the head of one half of every 

0 D 2 
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llrpurt.mrnt, Yir.., nn Arnb nnd B11gli11h ph~·i.ll'i,rn, 
nn A mh nnd nn J•;nglish snrgoon, nnd 1111 A I'll 1, 
1111d l•:nglish ou11lit1t, l'twh hnving his own !ll't, of 
st.ndonts, who come in turn uudur tho tuition of 
onoh one. 

\rlwn pntiN1ts diu thoy nt·o hn11do1l ovl'l' tn n 
i,Jn,ik wit.hout 11,ny of tho 1md propnmtions p;ouo 
thron)!;h nt homo. No l\fohnmmodnu will t.onuh 
tho blllly, so tho um-so simply oovore it., and it is 
tah,n to tho mortnnry. Huro the shoik 11ort'urms 
c01·lnin rites nocording to thoir 1·oligiou, with 
whioh no Christian is ullowotl to intorforo. 

'l'horo nro five mnlo snrgionl wards, of nbout 
twont.y bods onoh, a.nil tho st\me number of mnlu 
medionl. About sixty bods for skiu disouso 
nmong men, nud tho samo number for oyo dit1-
onso. while tho Ho.reom nooommodntos botweou 
oighty o.ud ninoty, with ono sopn.mto wnrd for 
s11ooinl co.sos nud ouo for diflionlt mitlwifon·. 

E1\ch section hns its own littlo kitohou nn~l stoYo 
for mnking boof ten, ponltioos, oto., its ln,·ntory, 
nn:1 smnll store of liuou for immediate use. 

Tho bulk of tho linen is kept by a Germnn 
·womnn, who is ulso ut tho hol\d of the foundry, 

nntl Rho mnnngcs it rp1itn ns woll nnrl with nlmoet 
thn !1111110 l\{ll'lilrnoeR ns in ]•]nglnncl. 

'l'ho tln1~s n.ro nlso 1111dor Oormnn mnnnp;!'ment, 
nutl tho clir-ipommry nntl lnbomtory nro worth in­
!!poot.ion, for thoy hnvn nll tho lntost improvc-
111onht Evory thing for hospital m10 is mnnn­
fautmotl on tho promises, ne woll ns 1111 tho 
tlisinfootnuts fo1· Cniro, whioh is no-::ompli11hccl hy 
uumne of n ln.rgo st.ol'ili:r.ing mnchino. 

lloro nl1m clmiuµ; tho rmmmor tho milk goes 
through nnot.hor nnd n tlifToront proces.i of stori­
li:r.ing tll koop it swoot. All tho cnrpontering is 
tlnno hy their own nnt!vo stnfT of cnrpcntors, 
who turn out Lcnnt.Hnl Jllocos of wc1k. 

'l'ho 1rnporiuto111li11g sl~ to1· h·.s d1:.i go also of 
t.ho Govornmont foumllingq, who nro Jlllt ont tu 
nm·so nt tho publio cxpcuso, nnd nro inspcctod 
hy hor nt tho hospitnl two or throe times n woek. 

l\Iost of those ohildron nrn ovontnnlly mloptorl. 
Sumo of tho girls liy tho lndit's of tho wo:dthy 
llaroomt1, nnd some of tho boys nro o.ppronticod. 

If thi,i hospitnl stood nlono o.s n result of tho 
English oconpntion in Cairo, wo ought to lie 
proud and thl\nkrul, fur it i,i im11ossiblo to sny 
how fur l\nd wido its blossings cxtoud. 

A STORY OF WAITING. 
CIU.PTER H', 

NOW I understood why, o.ml for whom, tho 
room I hnd gone iuto on tho evoniug of my 
arrival was o.lwnys koptrel\dy. l\Ir. Donnld­

son had been persuaded from t.ho very timo when 
his sou loft his holllo th11.t 0110 d11y ho would roturu 
to it; o.nd thnt he might never oomo as u. stro.ng-01· 
or l\S uno unlookod for, it wn.s o.l ways in a condition 
to receive him. The servants rogardod this moroly 
ns nn ocoeutrioity of thoh· mnstor, who did nll\ny 
things which seemed to thom unucoouutablo, nnd 
tlrny hu.d come now to dust and n.ttond to the 
npo.rtment whiuh nono over ocoupiod, ns n. mnttor 
of course. It seamed to mo suffioiontly touching 
that this should )ll\vo gone on for fiftoon yenrs, 
und I could uot 1·efro.in from orooping sortly into 
tho gnost ohu.mbor now nud thon, o.nd lmooling 
dowu by tho empty bod, asking that my donr 
mu.stor might ho.vo thl3 h,1ppinoss bofore long of 
welcoming his son, repentant, uudor his roof. 

I hntl not known till the dny on which I honrtl 
of this lifo-sonow of his tlrnt l\ir, Donnhlson hntl 
ovor boon married. l!'or somo rouson I hull tnkon 
it for grantoLl that ho wns n bnoholor. 1 1wwr 
henrJ his wife spokon of, nor did I seo nny pur .. 
1ru.it of hor. It wn.:i only a fow yonrt1 ngn, n111l 
from pooplo who wore comparative et.rungor,i to 
me, though not to tho Donn.ldsons, thnt I lonrnod 
auything about hor. Sito wns young whon she 
mnnied, frivolous, utterly soulless, but vory 
be1rntiful. 'l'ho m11rri1\go hntl boon tho g1·cnt 
mi11tu.ko of M1·. Do1111l<l11011's lifo, lint, howovor 
tlisu.ppolutod ho wn11, ho 1lhl not, snlli.1r hor to ho 
1111!111ppy. Purhnps ho might novor !11wo beu~mlO 
Lho man ho w11s if ho l1t11l not boon lli~illusiom1Ll. 

'l'ho enrthly kwo foiling, ho sought nud found 
oousolation in tho heavenly. Sovon years nfter 
tho birth of their son the wife died; but the boY 
had her nntut·o, nud inherited tastes, tmdovolopL'~'I 
iu hor, woro iu him strong enou~h to conquer 
0\'011 tho tmining ho rocoivod in hu,1 homo: or if 
n:1t to oonquor it yet to grow so luxuriantly ns to 
temporarily stifle it. 

l!'or somo time after the reooipt of B1\bbio's lottl'l' 
nml tho visit to the slum, I lh·od in a oul'ious 
monttil st.nto, depression nltor1ll\tinµ; with oxnltl\­
tion, nnd henrt-wonrinoss struggling with soul 
doYelopmont. While I wns vorysnd bocauso I could 
not bo hnppy in tho way I choso, I wns yc.t con­
sohius • thnt within me something wns strug~li111~ 
for birth which could lel\d mo to a blossod1wss 
holtl'r tl11111 moro joy. I~1 my hit!10rto s:\tistying 
lifo I hnd novor l11ul occns1011 tll thmk very doo11ly, 
nnd thouµ;h I hllll ro:ill many book,; which tu~ 
nsunlly ounsidoroLl linblo tl1 "m11ko 0110 think," 
~·ot no oxtor1ml npponl to the bmin hns tho nwfnl, 
tho oompolling forco, of 1\ cnll from ono's inlll'l' 
cousoiousnoss, Huro I 1mt nmid tho rnins of tlw 
pnst, my idols shnttored l\Ull tho nir still d:n·kNll'd 
with tho dust whioh wns misl'll l,y thl'ir foll, wt 
I folt tlmt if I oonld gat.l1or str1Jugth to riso \1p 
111111 gropo my wny out I t1hllllhl presoutl~· como 
into n gront 'Iig·ht, nnd following thnt light ho 
lo.l upwnr,1, p11riHl1ll 1111d st.rongthonoll 1\~ lWt'ry 
t.hip, till II t h111gt.h I should ho morgoll in tin, light 
i bmlt: A 11tl tl\'On ns I thought nliou t it with 
hmg-iug I 011st my oyos ngnin uptn1 tho visilHI tlf 
tlw griof-1illo,l, pm1slonnto oro11t.l1rn whllS\I fulling 
hnir wns dn111oht'd iu tours 11s i.t tvud1od la•1· liHX', 
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while around her wcro tho fracrmcnts of that 
which tihc had worshipped, and 

0
it scorned tl11it 

she could nut ceaRo to gaze npon them, and ariso 
and kave them. For wo who love grow to lovo 
cYcn the sorrow which love has caused, and cau­
not part with it, for grief, as a greater woman 
than I has mid, is lovo and grief. And so it was 
that cYen while I was calling upon God to leau 
me to the higher life, to let me into the fellow­
~hip of those who die to self and thus escape from 
death, to make me heavenly-minded ancl purge 
me from human passions, I would suddenly como 
clown to earth with a rush, pulled back liy 
some rcmem bered word, or glance, or feeling, and 
fliug myself face downward and sob, or kneel 
still with eyes fixed on vacancy and a mind 
gfren up to dreary and profitless musinrrs on the 
'' might have been." 

0 

Yet I could not live with the Donaldsons 
~ucl not believe in the reality of rnligion. And 
1t seems to me, it has always seemed, that it is 
impossible to be permanently unhappy about 
anything but sin if one is convinced that God is 
the ruler of earth as well as heaven, and we but 
pilgrims to an eternity of blessedness. "Thy 
will be clone," we say tlaily. But how do we say 
it? Some with tears, some grudgingly, some 
wearily-how few joyfully! Yet if we believe, 
if we are sure, siwe that He who orders or permits 
our destinies is all love and righteousness, if we 
are sure that we can make a ladder of our 
troubles, each one of which is a rung to help us 
climb higher up and enable us to see over the 
wall which separates us from the fair and 
pleasant pasture-lands, if we are sure that we 
shall hear our Father say "well done" to us 
when we have been brave and strong and faithful, 
why can't we endure for a little while? why 
can't we say triumphantly, though our hands are 
locked together in pain, " Thy will be done, 
though I suffer; Thy will be done, though I die; 
'Ihy will be done because it is mine. I have :co 
other!" 

I think there is only one answer. Even as I 
write I can hear as it were a voice, the yearning 
tenderness of which is in itself a rebuke : 

"0, foolish men, and slow of hea~t to believe." 
And yet again : 
"Thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 

doubt?" 
Ancl I know that it is our "doubt," our 

"little faith" which makes us powerless; yet 
that Voice is speaking to us as It spoke to Peter, 
that Hand is stretched forth to us and holds us, 
when we i:;ink in the raging sea anJ. cry "Lord, 
save me;" but we are not spiritual enough to see 
or hear, and so we weep because we are alone. 

Alone! we aro never alone. It is more possible 
to escape from ourselYes than to escape from God. 

I received in duo course an invitation to 
Arthur's wedding. When the dainty card 
arrived I tore it across and wrote a formal note of 
refusal. 'l'hen I put on my hat and went out to 
the post myself in haste to be rid of the whole 
busincsA. At tho corner of Harewood Squaro l 
nearly ran against Mr. Donaldson, who was 
i;tam1ing in couvernation with an old woman. 

"Why such not ha,ite?" he enquired srniling. 
I stopped. 
"Oh," I said, " when one has something dis­

agreeable to do it is best to get it over." 
"Can't you shift it on to me?" with a glance 

ai my perturbed face. 
I shook my head. 
Yet the mere sight of him seemed to have 

cooled my impatience, for I stood and waited for 
him while he finished his tal'k with the beggar 
and sent her off, which he quickly did. 

"If you are not going to run all the way, I 
should like to come with you." 

"I wish you would," I rnicl, and we set off 
together. 

"You must be very pre-occupied," he remarked 
after a few minutes. 

"Why?" 
'· Because you have refrained from yo:1r usue1l 

question." 
I laughed. 
It had come to be a small joke between us that 

I never met him with any human being witl,0ut 
saying afterwards, "Who is he?" And this was 
partly because I have always found people 
interesting and partly because Mr. Donaldson had 
a way of discovering and imparting facts about 
everyone he came across which made them more 
so. He knew the love stories of toothless old 
women in the workhouse, the mental struggles of 
dull-looking men whom one wonld not have 
credited with minds at all, the early history 
of wretched broken-down individuals who had 
known better days, the buried romances in the 
dreary lives and the unsuspectecl burdens in the 
happy ones. As a i·aconteur he was delightful, 
so it was c,nly natural that I should be always 
eager for an entertainment in which he was 
invariably willing to indulge me. 

" Who is she?" said I then. 
"Oh, I shan't tell you now. People don't want 

to be told stories when their minds are filled with 
other things." 

"Oh yes, they do. At any rate, it serves to 
divert them." 

"Here is the post-office. Don't you want to 
drop your letter in the box ? " 

He held out his hand for it. Obeying a curious 
impulse, I wi thhelcl the note. 

"No," said I, with a laugh that sounded 
slightly hysterical, "I think I won't-just yet." 

"Very well. Now, which way are you going 
for the disagreeable business you were speaking 
of? You were anxious to get that over." 

"Oh," I said, blushing hotly, "never mind 
about that." Then, as I met his slightly quizzical 
gaze, "It was the letter." 

"Oh!" 
"I know I shall have to tell you all about it." 

I said desperately. 
""lhy 'h1n-o to'?" 
"·when I am with you," I said simply, "it 

seems the only thing to do." 
And forthwith I told him that I had just 

received an invitation to the wedding of the girl 
who had taken the place which by rights belongetl 
to me. 

Ilo listened sympathetically. 
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Cl roor child," he snid, II nnd BO this," touching 
tho lottor, "is tho ncooptnuco." 

"Ko, indocd I'' I oxclnimod, "I nm ccrtniuly 
not. going. I hn,·o refused. Yon mus/ think 1110 

w:11:ting in prido if you imngino for n minuto I 
should do nnything 011,10." 

"Woll," ho said quietly, "porhnps I did gil'o 
Yllll credit for it." 
• I drew myself up quickly. I wus nugry. Aud 
yet, though his point of view in most mat.tors 
was so utterly different from what is usunlly con­
siderocl the sensible ono, whou I wus with him 
I could not help sooing with his eyes. 

" Yon expect too much of me, Mr. Donaldson," I 
snid with the dignity of one who feels wronged. 

"Yet I don't find you pnrtionlo.rly disappoint­
.in~," he responded cheerfully. 

1'he tears rose to my eyes. 
~- Don't tell me I ought to go," I saiLl turning 

to him, "I know if you do I shall obey you. But 
what good cnn it do? I should be wretched." 

" I am not cruel enough to wnnt you to be 
wretched, my doar. And I certninly shall not 
try to llersuade you. Only it seems such o. 
splendid opportunity for showing your friend 
that you nro generous o.nd forgiving. It would 
make him happy to know you wore thore. I don't 
suppose because he mo.nies nnother woman he 
undervalues your friendship." 

I shrugged my shoulders. 
"I don't think he values it much," I said in­

distinctly, "we are strangers now." 
"That seoms a pity. Who.t does dear old 

Shakespeare say? 

Those friends. thou hnst, nnd theit- ndopt.ion tried, 
Gmpplo them to thy sJu\ with hooks of steel. 

" Ah, I could quote o. greafor than Shakespcnro 
io you on tho duty of loving even those fnends 
who bo.ve wounded you." 

" Sir," I said sorrowfully, "you usk impos3i­
uilities of me." 

"Hard tasks, but not impossibilities, my dear. 
But after all, do what seoms best to you. Lot us 
talk now of something olse." 

So I wont home with the unposted !otter, o.nd 
that night I fought o. buttlo with myself, and 
came off victorious. For, reading in the littlo 
brown '1.'homas-a.-Kempis, which Bubbio hacl givon 
me I found those words and gained groat strength 
and comfort from them, being Oil I was desirous 
of the better lifo and fointly discerning tlrnt 
through my sorrow I might attain to it through 
faith in Christ, and in this way : 

":My son, the 111oro thou. oanst go on t of 
thyself, so much tho more ,v1lt thou ho nblo to 
enter into Me. 

"As to dosiro, no outward thing producoth 
iuwnrd penco, so the forsnking of ourseh'.OS 
inwardly, joinoth us unto God. 

"I will have theo fonm porfoot resignation of 
thyself to My will, without contmdiotion or 
complaint. Follow thou Mo: I am the way, tho 
truth, nnd tho lifo. Without the wny thore is no 
-'oino· • without th<i trnth, thoro is no lmowin~; 
~,ith~~t tho lifo, there ifl no living. I nm tho 
way, which thou oughtost to follow: tho trnth 

whioh thou oughtest to trust; tho life which 
thou onghtest to hopo for. 

11 If thou romnin in l\Jy wny, tliou ehalt. know 
tho trnth, and the truth shall mako theo free 
untl thou shalt lny holcl on eternal life. 

"If thou wilt be l\Iy discipl'l, deny thyselr 
utterly." 

I wcut to my dosk aml wrote n letter to 
Arthur':i firrncue, and I sont it next day with a 
lovely littlo pioco of statuary which wos a for 
moro vo.luablo prosont thnn I should h'lve given 
hor if I ho.cl not beon trying very harrl to purge 
from my heo.rt the bitterness, tho presence of 
which wns beginning to mo.ko mo feel ashamed. 

Aud I went to the wedding. 
It is truo tho.t thcso actions which cause us 

most troublo to perform o.ro among the most 
joyful things for artc1·-contemplation. PerhO.JJS, 
in tho snmo way, if in tho next world we 
remember whnt we did here, our sorrows ,vill be 
our grentest joys. 

It seemed like a dream thon, it is scarcely 
more dream-like now; the crowded church with 
tho fashionably dressed people in their autumn 
costumes, nearly all strangers to me, Arthur's 
uonr old fother beaming with happiness, and the 
few fomilinr Devonshire faces which stirred in 
me a longing to be bock once more for a few 
hours in the peaceful, lovely country, walking 
in the Innes with B&rbam. And presently I saw 
Arthur, nncl then I trembled a little and grow 
cold, but I summoned up cournge to watch him. 
He looked grave but quite hnppy, and there was an 
expression on his face which ·was not unfamiliar 
to mo. I had seen it there when we had read 
anything purtiuularly beautiful together, and 
once when we walked home late one summer 
evening from a picnic, wo very silent, and the 
world silont nbout us. At the memory of that 
night I crushed my hands on my breast to keep 
Lack the tide of foaling, realising for the first 
time in its full bitterness that I must renounce 
not only my future but my past. 

It mny be that he read the renunciation in my 
oyes when his at length met them. I do not 
know; but ns the light lenpt into his I could not 
help being glnd to know that though I had lost a. 
lover I had still n friend. 

And friendship after all is not an enemy to 
lovo. Are we wise in rejecting it because it is 
not lo,e? It is n poor substitute we say, but 
it unilos even ns lovo unites. "In friondship," 
says Emerson, " there must be very two bcforo 
thorn oun bo vory 0110." "' e then wero henceforth 
"very two" but wo wore not s9parated. ,ve 
wero ablo to become ",er,r one" by my making 
his interests my own. 'l'ho love of one sufficc-s 
to mnko o, union. "Ho it1 my friend," I thought. 
"I mny thou lovo him nnd all that is his, allll 
most., th11t which is doarnst to him, nnd so, God 
helping mo, I will love his wifo." 

Souroely had I thus 1·esolved in my heal't when 
sho oamo. I oould bnroly catch a ~limpso of her 
fooo ns sho pnssell, veiled and with downcast l\\·es, 
her liridosmaids behind her; but I sf\w thl\t she 
wns slight and frngilo and dainty to look upon, 
und that a ronu might be panloued for l0Yi11g 
her. 
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Dream-like wns the service, the music; dream­
like the sight of those two stantling sicle by sido, 
and then of their coming down the chureh 
husbnnll and wife. 

Not so long before, had I dreamed such a thing 
I shoula have nwakened from very anguish, yet 
now I wns calm, peaceful, scarcely conscious of 
my loneliness, so was I strcncrthencd to endure. 
I do not think any of the 

0

people could have 
guessed that the girl at whom after the service 
r:;o mnny cast glances of admiration was much 
less indifferent than themselves to what bad 
taken place. Perhaps they might have thought 
me grave, somewhat more impressed by the 
solemnity of the place and the. occasion than 
wedding guests usually are. Nothing else. 
Those who were very happy, his mother, her's, 
the little bride herself, shed tears, but not I. 
Yet though I was far from being happy, I was 
not exactly unhappy. And as I prayed that to 
neither of those two would come disillusionment, 
but that each might find in the other what was 
needful for their well-being, I hacl a foretaste of 
the blessedness of those who "renounce all," and 
for a little, being emptied of self, walked in the 
light of God's presence. 

I drove back in the same carriage as some of 
the Gordon's cousins. W o knew each other 
fairly well, for the girls had often stayed at the 
vicarage. They were very homelj· and unaffecterl 
and warm-hearted. I know they had always 
considered Arthur's marriage with mEI a foregone 
conclusion, because they had teased me about 
him when we were little more than children. 
And perhaps it was to spare my feelings, in case 
I cared, that during the short drive to the house 
they talked of other things than the wedding. 
But I was glad when later on I overheard the 
eldest girl say to her mother, as I sat near them: 
"I think there was never anything serious 
between Mary Molyneux and Arthur. If she 
cared I don't suppose she would have come." 
And Mrs. Gordon answered : "A girl like that 
can soon console herself in any case." 

I smiled. Perhaps I should, but not in the 
way she meant, In all my life I have only 
loved one man, and it has been a grief rather 
than a joy to me that there have been so many 
who have loved me in vain. Yet I may say now, 
"I have consoled myself," with truth. 

" Molly," said a voice behind me. 
I turned and saw Arthur, and held out my hand. 
"Molly," he said again. 
I had not heard the familiar name since I hatl 

been in London. It sounded goorl to my ears, 
"It was kind of you to come to clay. I should 
not have felt my wedding was perfect if you 
had n(\t been here. Will you-will you lot me 
introdnce my wife to you?" 

He hesitated a little over the last sentence. 
"I want to know her," I S'.lid quickly. "She 

is very pretty, Arthur." , 
"You think so?" He looked at me grntefnlly. 

"I hope-you will like bor," he addod. Then 
he took mo np to her. 

"Evelyn," ho said, "this is Miss Molyneux, 
Barbara's sister, you know, of whom you have t;O 

often heard me speak." 

"Ilahhio wrote to me about, you," I Raid. 
She rniHecl two shy, gentle, eyes to mine. I 

wondered if she had heard from any one a hint 
thnt ArLhur had been reckoned my lover, fer 
there was inquiry, almost anxiety iu them. 

I am not al ways a goop. actress, and women 
cannot tlcceivo each other as they deceive men; 
still loss can one W()man who loves deceive 
another who loves likewise. So, p01·haps, she 
guessed, but if she did she read in my face that 
my secret need never stand between us, and that 
she need have no fear of me, because I had no 
jealousy of her. 

Arthur, standing by, regarding us, saw nothing 
of the little drama which was Leing played out 
in a few seconds. What he did see was only the 
conclusion, and it pleased him. 

The pretty bride drew me down and kissed 
me. 

"\Vo must be friends," she sairl, blushing. "I 
am not clever or brilliant as they say you are, 
but perhaps you will like me a little, because my 
husband " ( she said it with a shy pleasure) "is 
so fond of you." 

And then we stood together for a few minutes 
and talked of BarLara. Oh, bow I wanted her 
just then! 

And afterwards I went back to Blandford 
Square, and told Miss Janet all about the 
wedding, and what people bad worn, and how 
the bride looked, till Mr. Donaldson came in and 
interrupted us. 

I could see be was pleased wi lh me, for be 
gave me a look and handshake that meant a 
great deal. 

" And the prettiest guest," he said, continuing 
my recital for me, " was a young lady from the 
country, with a complexion which was enough to 
drive any painted belle distracted, and a perfectly 
glorious figure. And she wore "-he seanned me 
critically-" a charming grey dress, Janet, and 
grey furs as light as mist, and a grey hat which 
is a picture in itself. Auel everybody admired 
her." 

I made for the door, saying, if the costume 
were so effective as to produue these ravings from 
liim I must go and change it iu order to preserve 
it for a future occasion. He held open the door 
for me, whispering as I passed: 

",veil done, my brave little friend." 
And, if when I had taken off my WCllcling 

finery, I sat clown and cried for an hour, the 
tears were not all called forth by one emotion. 
I?or I had that day learnt to understand some­
thing of the Divine l\Iuster's words: "It is more 
blessed to give than to receive." 

The reaction came, as was inevitable, and Yet 
when I slipped into the guest-chamber and added 
the flowers I had worn to those in the chiu~ 
bowl, the pcaco was still in my heart. 

"H1wo patience, have patience," the room 
seomod to say. "For fifteen years flowers havo 
bloomed and foclecl hero, yet those who wait have 
not lost hope. I-lnve patience till your life is 
ended. For yon shall learn by waiting." 

How littlo I thought that before tho blossoms 
I placecl there hacl perished, Mr. Douahlsou's 
waiting-time woukl Le drawiug to au cud! 
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"s:\IALL, but not of ,restcr,lay, tho result of 
the gradual labour of centuries, awakening 
jealousy in none, and inspiring respect in 

all, narrowly circumscribed as to surface, and yet 
possessing anenonnons extent of internal frontiers, 
and as many centres of light and intelligence 
as there are regions-such is the Switzerland 
we know, love, and purpose to defend." This hue 
description of the country by one of its devoted 
sons only too forcibly suggests the difficulty of 
attempting to portray in a few pages the state of 
religion in its twenty-two cautons, 

The population, which, in 1860, was a little over 
two and a half millions, is now close upon three 
millions. This increase is made up of about 250,000 
Protestants and 170,000 Roman Catholics. The 
two bodies at present stand thus: 1,800,000 of 
the former, and 1,200,000 of the latter. It might 
perhaps be expected from the predominance of 
Romanism in France, and of Protestantism in 
Germany, that the French portion of Switzerland 
would go with France in religion, and the 
German with Germany; in fact, it is just the 
reverse. Protestantism has many representatives 
in German Switzerland-in the cantons of Zurich, 
Berne, and Bale, but its power is most apparent in 
the French-speaking cantons of Neuchatel, Vaud, 
and Geneva. The explanation of this fact carries 
us back to the Reformation, where :lwingli in 
Zurich, Calvin in Geneva, and Farel in Neuchatel, 
were the means of establishing Protestantism in 
their respective districts. Lucerne, the Forest 
Cantons, and other parts such as the Tessin and 
the Valais, never accepted to any appreciable 
extent. the new doctrines, and their endeavour 
has always been to prevent the spread of Pro­
testantism within their borders. Even as late as 
1845 a citizen of Lucerne was destitute of all 
political privileges if he were a Protestant. It 
used to be said that, apart from the shrines to 
be seen at the roadside, the outward aspect of 
things, the neglectetl state of the country, and 
the wretched condit:on of the people, indicated 
the prevalence of Romanism in a canton. And, 
certainly, in point of literary culture and general 
progressiveness, the Roman Catholic districts lag 
behind the others; but there has been so general 
an advance in outward prosperity and material 
well-being, that it is questionable whether the 
external difference is very !!larked. 

But how, it may be asked, do the two churches 
stand in relation to each other? Is there, as in 
Germany, a sort of tacit agreement to live quietly 
side by side, each recognising the other, if not as 
a part of the church of Christ, yet as a form 
of religion having its rightful position in the 
country? 

Very few, if any, <lirect attempts al. pr(Jselytism 
are made on either side; still, it must not be con-

T. 
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eluded from this that either party is inactive. We 
shall have to refer by-and-by to the growino­
zoal of the evangelical section of the Protestant 
Church. For the moment we desire to call 
attention to the attitude of the Romish Church. 
Its history in Switzerland during the last fifty 
years has been a chequered one. In 1847 it met 
with severe and deserved defeat in its attempt to 
establish a separate League (Sonderbund) with a 
view to defend itself against the progress of 
what it called liberal ideas. From that time 
forward it ceased to be openly and directly under 
the direction of the Jesuit party. In 1848, it 
was decreed that every canton was free to take 
measures for checking the encroachments of the 
ecclesiastical authorities, that the Jesuits should 
not be allowed any action in school or church, 
that the other orders should be suppressed if 
their proceedings were found to be dangerous to 
the state, and that no bishopric could be estab­
lished without authority from the Confederation. 

These and other measures, generally spoken of 
as the Kulturlcamf/, have served, as in Germany, 
to rouse the Rom1sh Church to greater activity; 
and there are some Protestants who view the 
present position and attitude of Romanism in 
Switzerland with lively apprehension. There is 
now a Roman Catholic university at Freiburg 
under the direction of the Dominicans. In the 
canton of Geneva the priests are supported by 
the Yoluntary contributions of their people (with 
perhaps some aid from without); and eighteen 
now churches have been or are being built, 
called "chapels of the persecution," because most 
of the old buildings have been handed over to 
the Liberal (Old) Catholics. In Zurich, an 
essentially Prntestant city, or supposed to be 
such, several large Romish social and benevolent 
institutions have been formed, These and other 
signs of a forward movement show that Rome is 
determined at least to hold its own in the Swiss 
Republic; and, with the vast resources which it 
can always command, it is likely, for the present, 
at least, to succeed. That, as many fear, it will 
gradually gain ground does not appear likely. 
Taking Switzerland as a whole, the census returns 
do not point in that direction, while in Geneva, 
between 1880 and 1890, the increase in the 
number of Romanists was less than that of the 
l'rotestants, In the country districts there was 
an increase, but in the city a considerable decrease 
(in 1880, 51,557 Romanists, 48,356 Protestants; in 
1800, 52,819 Romanists and 51,669 Protestants). 

Tnrning to the Protestant Church, we are met 
at the out1,et by tho difficulty that it wears a 
different complexion in different parts of the lanL1, 
while oaoh canton has its own scpamto church 
organisation with its peculiar rules 11.ud onlin­
ancci;. National Protestant chmches e:i.:ist in 
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fifteen of tho t wcnty-two cantons, or pCll'ts of 
cautons, and oach lias, moro or less, tho form and 
constitution adopted at tho period of tho Hefor­
mation. All may bo classed undor tho general 
title of Tioformod, as distinguished from Lutheran 
churches, the doctrines peculiar to Lutheranism 
never having penetrated into Switzerland. Ilut 
under this general Ii tle of Reformed are comprised 
three divisions,-the Zwinglian, the Calvinistic, 
and the illcolampadian,-and each bears, more or 
less, traces of the doctrine aud ecclesiastical pre­
dilections of the great men from whom these 
three systems arc named. To the Zwinglian 
division belong Zurich, Glarus, Sch::tffhausen, and 
the Protestant districts of St. Gall, Thurgau, 
A ppcnzell ( ou tor Rhodes) aud the Grisons. 'l'he 
churches here are characterised-we speak of 
their written constitution rather than of the 
teaching of 1heir pastors-by sobriety of doc­
trine, simplicity of worship, and full acceptance 
of the principle of a State Church. Tue Calvin­
istic section includes Geneva and Neuchatel, also 
Vaud and the Protestant part of Berne, and gives 
evidence of a deeper investigation of doctrine, 
and of less dependence on the civil magistrate. 
The CEcolampadian section is very limited, em­
bracing only Elle ( ville et campagne) and retains 
to this day the form imparted to it by its 
founder. 

Farel was emphatically the reformer of Geneva 
and Neuchatel, as Viret was of Vaud, but they 
were heralds of the truth rather than framers of 
church-systems. Their work was a grand and 
glorious one, and will ever be remembered with 
gratitude; but they had not the organising 
power of Calvin, and so their names are not 
connected with any of the church-systems which 
have been handed down from Reformation-times. 

We shall not attempt to point out the varying 
forms of church-order and discipline that charac­
terise the fifteen National churches. It may be 
of interest, however, to dwell for a moment on 
the Reformed Church in the G1isons, the only 
one that is not directly supported by the state. 
It has 52,842 adherents, and is dividcu into nine 
sections or colloquies, and one hundred and 
seventeen parishes. In sixty of these parishes 
the service is conducted in German, in forty-seven 
in Romansch, and in nine in Italian. These were 
the figures in 1856 as given by Finsler, in 
his Kfrchliche Statistilc der Reformirten Schweiz, 
but as German is now taught in all its schools, 
the Rumansch is gradually becoming a deaLI 
language, and it may be that the number of 
parishes in which it is preached is, at present, 
somewhat less. This canton is the largest, but 
the least populated of all-only thirteen inhabi­
tants to the square kilometre-and yet, as we 
have seen, there are one hundrnd and seventeen 
parishes. It is not surprising, therefore, to find 
that eighty-eight, or three-fourths of t~rn ~hole 
number, have less than five hundred panshwners 
each. Yet tbi11 is the canton in which the State 
leaves the task of supporting tho clergy to bo 
performed ]Jy the people. In the6e circumstances, 
how are the clergy paid? According to Finslor, 
the highest livings, and these only in two places, 
amount to GBZ. per annum, and the lowest to 

ll. 4s. (30 francs). 1 In 1he latter case service is 
only occasionally conducted, while in other 
parishes, whore not more than 201. is raised, one 
pastor servos two or three, and thus is just able to 
live, all the parishes, except twenty-three, having 
modest manses at the disposal of the clergy. 
The position of pastor in the Grisons is no\ 
therefore, a very enviable one, bnt still we 
doubt not that many a worthy man of Goel faith­
fully discharges his duties, making the best of 
the means at his disposal, and not envying 
the woulthy invalids from England and other 
lands who now, in the winter months, flock to 
their valleys-the Lower and Upper Engacline 
-and who live their luxurious lhes with no 
more knowledge of these hmnble clergy around 
them than of tho man in the moon. 2 

Passing from the question of church forms, we 
come to the far more important one of evangelical 
truth and practical religion. And here at the 
outset we must say that great changes have come 
over the Protestant churches of Switzerland 
during the last thirty or forty years. How 
great the changes have been may be gathered 
from the statements made by representatives of 
Switzerland at the great Evangelical Alliance 
gatherings in Paris in 1855, and in Copenhagen 
in 1884. 

In 1855 Pastor Glider of Berne said: "As to 
theology, the old rationalism has but few disci­
ples among the pastors of our churches, and the 
parlisans of the modern speculative rationalism 
of the school of Hegel are not many. The large 
majority of young ministers embrace the modern 
theology of Neander, Julius Muller, and Nitzsch; 
and the number of old ministers who join their 
ranks is continually increasing." Ho referred, it 
is true, to the efforts of Radicalism, especially 
between 1845 and 1850, not only to destroy the 
principles on which the State was founded, but 
also to discredit the clergy and undermine th:! 
influence of the Church. He expre1;,sed his 
belief, however, that this downward movemeut 
was declining. 

In 1884, Professor Oettli, • also from Borne, 
said that the mark of unity among the churches 
was then the democratic principle, which had 
abolished the necessity of subscription to creeds, 
set aside the authority of Holy Writ, and dis­
credited the importance of the sacraments. "Each 
pastor is a law to himself, and each community 
may follow that which is right in its own eye~. 
What we formerly regarded as churches e:s-ist no 
longer. ·wo have instead free societies, with the 
professed object of cleYoloping and unfolding the 
religious sentiment in the direction of the utmost 

1 In the canton of Deruo the highest sulnry is SSZ., l\llcl the 
lowcRt ,101. 

' It is soruowlint rcruarlmblo thl\t ns English Christil\US 
hl\ve Leen C(ll'Cfu! to prod,lo tlicmsclvcs with religious 
eorviccs iu ono hnndre,! different pl(lecs in Switzcrlau,l, in 
tho snmruer months, mid 11s some 11m uow selecting Switzer­
laud ns II larnl in which to meet and discuss subjects 
pcrtuiuing to tho wclfnro of English chmches, the~- slioul,l 
Lo so indifforeut tu the religions couditiou nf the jll'Opk 
nmong whom for I\ Lrief scnsou they sojourn. The utmost 
that many seem to know nbout the people in whose' rnlL•ys 
11Illl on whoso mount11ins they huvo fonud physical. iutd­
lcetnnl, 1111<1 it nmy Lo spiritual rcfrcshmont, is lhnt sc1lllC of 
them 11ro l'rotcsluuts 1111<! others Ronurn Cl\tholic •. 
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individual freedom, and with no higher nim thnn 
the general culture of tho commnnity." 

,vhonco this startlinp; ch:mgo in the course of 
thirty years? Clearly P .. stor Glider was too 
optimistic in supposing that the progress of 
"radicali8m" had boon stayed. 'l'ho leaven wns 
still working, and the ti1ne came when the people 
determined to exorcise their power nncl bring 
down the churches, as s!a'o institntions, to the 
democratic level. No question of religious belief 
was henceforth to ham11er them in their choice 
of a pastor, or the pastor in the exercise of his 
ministry. Ono is inclined, iudeed, to ask, was 
not the secret wish of these leYollers to make 
the church so ridiculous in the eyes of the nation 
as to create a desire for its abolition? In a 
Zurich paper, published some twenty years since, 
we read, "Indifference in regard to the church 
is increasing from day to day. The first duty of 
the state is to propagate this indifference. We 
are approaching the end towanls w~ich the 
whole deYelopment of our intellectual life is 
tending-the dissolution and disappearance of all 
churches." 1 

The advance of a godless democracy is not, 
however, the only cause of the illogical, and we 
might add, degraded position of the national 
churches. About 1853, there arose in Zurich a 
Reformist school, which is responsible for much 
of the loosening of confessional bonds. Following 
the lead of Baur and the Tiiuingen lights, this 
school proclaimed a gospel (if such a doctrine 
may be designated by such a name) which is 
" The non-miraculous message of a Kingdom of 
God on earth, grounded on our filial relation to 
God, which was first revealed by Jesus." With 
them sin is only a necessary process in the 
evolution of good, and the doctrine of Redemption 
a psychological process of self-reconciliation. 
This party displayed great activity and very 
conspicuous ability for many years. Under the 
leadership of Professor Biedermann 2.nd Pastor 
Lang, editor of the Zeitstiinmen (Voices of the 
Time) it ra11iec1 to the sbndai·d a large propor­
tion of the younger clergy in the German-speaking 
cantons. 

One thing it has accomplished pretty effec­
tually. It bas emptied many of the churches, 
and having lost its two chief leaders, and with 
them its first elan, it is no longer the dominant 
power in the Church. One of its leaclers, indeed, 
Pastor Altherr of Bale, said at a conference of 
the party held at Herisau in 1800: "Twenty 
years ago I entered in full Eail on the current 
then rising in favour of extra hiLlical instrnetion. 
I then welcomed all so-called nonconfossional 
teachin<J', I thought I saw in it signs of a new 
shore where we might anchor. But my illusions 
were soon dispelled, and I have now fur a long' 
time past gone back to my old Bible," a confcs-
1,ion which, though it does not mean all that 
some would suppose, is novortl10loss worthy of 
bei11g noticecl. 

1 Thero aro some <listricls, however, wl10re U10 changes 
ma<le were iutencled to populnriae rnthcr than closlroy 
Ghriolianity. fo some of tl10 churches whoso constitution 
is most ,lefoctivc, there arc conscrvHlivo parishes, and whoro 
Chriijliuuity is a living puwor. 

'l'ho Mctlintion school, or tl1e cfoiciples of 
Nonndor, as Pastor Oiidor called thorn, still 
exists, and numbers in its ranks many able men 
i1J. the Gorman pulpits of Switzerland. It serves 
ns a link between tho two extremes, the Orthodox 
and the Reformists, and may be said to have the 
pro-eminence in mo~t of the cantons. From its 
rnnks aro drawn tho Antistes (bishops), cleans and 
presidents of synods and consistories. 

What, now, has been the course pnrsned by 
t1ie adherents of evangelical Christianity while 
church-bonds have been loosened, and the pulpits 
thrown open for tho proclamation of any and 
ernry kind of doctrine? Powerless to stay the 
democratic iconoclast~, as we might term the 
destroyers of creeds and their friends and allie~, 
the Reformists, have they separated en masse 
and formed Free Churches, or have they con­
tented themselves with bewailing the downward 
course of events? Let us see: 

'!'here are Free Churches in Switzerland ( apart 
from those of the Methodists, Baptists and others 
whose existence is maiuly due to tbe action of 
foreign associations). The first to be formed was 
that of Geneva, where a separation from the 
national church began as the result of the 
rerival of 1813 and following years, and with 
which the uames of Malan, Guers, Robert 
Haldane, ancl others are inseparably connected. 
At length, in 1848, a constitution was framed, 
ar.d what is now called the Free Church was 
established. Then in 1845 came the well-known 
movement in Vaud, where the unwarrantable 
interference of the state with the church led to 
the secession of the majority of the national 
clergy and the formation of the Free Church. 
But these movements were both anterior to the 
period now under consideration. 

In 1868 an attempt was made by several 
French pastors to obtain a footing for their 
"liberal" or antisnpernatural theology in the 
Canton of Neuchfttel. It met with some success 
at. the time, but its effects were most apparent in 
1873, when it was proposed to revolutionise the 
constitution of the national church. The measure 
laid before the grand council was strongly 
opposed, but eventually became law. Such an 
opening of the church to all and every kind of 
doctrine, was so manifest an attempt to humble 
it, and destroy its true character, that a large 
number of the clergy and professors, including 
the now vf'nerable Professor F. Godet, withdrew 
and formed the independent church of Neuch,Hel. 
In this movement they were heartily supported 
by largo numbers of the earnest Christian people, 
ancl at tho present day the institutions of the 
church arc maintained in full vigour, nncl it 
cnnnot be doubted that 11,s in GencYa and Yaud, 
so in Neucht'itel, t.he existence of the Free Churches 
has clone not a little to quicken the activity and. 
stimulate tho zeal of tho believing pastors and. 
members of tho national churches. 

But no such moyemont has arisen in German 
Switzorlancl. 'l'ho situation hero is very different. 
z'.:wingli rogrmlocl the people of a country that 
l1as aoooptocl Christim1ity as a Church, nud. his 
notion is still deeply-rooted iu the popular mmd. 
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Again thcro nro not, except porhnps in TI1Uc, 
many wealthy families who, if churches wore 
formed, could do muoh to support thom. The 
evangelicals have, however, rnught to moot their 
own spiritual needs nud to promote their views 
among their follow-citizens by the formntion of 
Enrngelical societies, nnd subsequently of o. 
National Evnngelical Union ( U11ion Natiorrnle 
Era11geliq11e). This latter was started in 18il, 
and gradually branch unions have sprung up in 
most of the Protestnnt cantons, even where evnu­
gelica.l societies were already in existence. One 
of the last to be formed was that of Appenzell 
(Outer Rhodes) where the action of the Reformist 
party in compelling o. useful and popular minister 
to leave Herisau llUickened the zeal and deter­
mination of the evangelicals. The spread of 
sound Christian literature and t.he fon~rntion of 
lending libraries in districts where Reformist 
teaching abounds is one of the chief objects pur­
sued by the Union. Services are also etitablished 
for the benefi~ of persons who otherwise would 
ha'\"e no spiritual instruction within their reach. 
In Bale a curate (Hilfspl'ediger) works in con­
nection with an orthodox pastor, but he is not 
allowed by the Reformist party to preach in any 
of the churches. At the Berne Faculty of Theo­
logy a pi·ivat-docent ( extraordinary professor) is 
maintained for the benefit of orthodox students. 
In V aud popular lectures on religious and ec­
clesiastical topics are organised every winter, 
while the Geneva branch has developed a very 
large amount of activity. Services in a small 
room of the Salle de la Re/01·niation, Bible readings 
in country places, instruction for the young, and 
almost every known kind of religious help are 
used for the purpose of supplying the needs of 
the members of the national church, many of 
whose pastors are even now men of advanced 
liberal ideas. 

It would be not a little amusing, were not the 
subject so serious, to narrate the vario:.is phases 
of the discussi')ns whirh have agitated the Pro­
testant churches in reference to baptism and 
confirmation. In the democratised, creedless 
churches of Switzerland, the question has been 
debated over and over again, whether baptism 
was an indispensable preliminary to confirn1ation. 
Sometimes it has been deciderl in one way and 
sometimes in another. In Bale, we Lelieve, 
matters stand thus; in principle baptism is re­
quired, in practice it may be dispensed with. 
'l'he whole course of these discussions shows how 
utterly the true idea of a church has been loi,t 
sight of, how the clergy are dealt with as mere 
instruments to subser'l'e the pleasure of synods 
and cantonal governments, irrespecti'\"e of any 
question of Divine teaching and Christian duty. 

In some parishes the evangelical minority have 
asked for some concession to their needs. 'J'hus, 
several years since, in the parish of the St. E~pri t 
in Berno, over four hundred and fifty evangeheals 
petitioned the council, composed of Heforrnists, to 
allow them tho use of the church on one Sunday 
morning in the month, ond the right to call 
a preacher of their viows to minister to them. 
Also they desired to celebrate the Lord's Supper 
among themselves once o quarter. Afte1· in-

terminable discussions and delays, and findin(J' 
tho.t n Hcfonnist council would never allow th~ 
pastor they dcsired-nlthough n regular minister 
of tho Bernese Church-to nscend the pulpit of 
their chmch, nor nPy of the prnishioners to 
receive the communion, except at the hands of 
one of the regular pastors-men whose doctrine 
is in direct opposition to that of Jesus Christ­
the Evangelical Society was approached, and the 
use of their chapel was grnnted, and their flgent, 
Pastor Baumgartner, was charged to conduct a 
ser\'ice e\'cry Sunday morning. 

'l'his enso ol the evangelical minority in Berne 
is a specimen of the manner in which tne liberal 
party, as they call themsehes, deal with the 
rights of minorities. In e. national church all 
parties h!l.ve surely some 1·ight to be supplied 
with religious instruction. 8ometimes this has 
been acknowledged, as in the election now and 
again of orthodox ministers in Geneva. But 
cases of an opposite -character are frequent. 
When Professor Riggenbach, of the L'niversity of 
Bale, died in 1890, it was fully expected that his 
successor would be a man of the same school of 
theology, and that Professor Schlatter, a young 
man of acknowleged ability, who had taught in 
Berne and was at the time professor at Greifa­
wald, would be chossn. A large majority of 
the students petitioned in his favour, while the 
orthodox party were unanimous in desiring his 
appointment. Moreover, it was felt that if Bille 
was to maintain its pre-eminence over Berne and 
Zurich in the number of its students, Professor 
Schlatter should be associated with the other 
extraordinary Professors, Messrs. d'Orelli, Kirn 
and B. Riggenbach, to whose distinguished 
ability and orthodox views the iheological 
section of the Bale Faculty owes its present 
position. But no; the position was given by 
the authorities to Dr. Bolliger of the Reformist 
11art.y. In Zurich, on the other hand, Professor 
Biedermann's successor was Professor Haering, a. 
man of a nry different stamp, who has since 
succeeded the late Professor Ritschl in Gottingen. 
He has been followed by Professor G. von Schul­
thess-Rechberg, a decided evangelical. 

Con"ENTl!EXT.-Senec11 11ud Lucretius, 11nd other Pagun 
philosophers, wero never tired of singing its praises, 11nd 
Socrntcs, when he w11lked through the streets of Athens, 
nucl s11w uround him the evidences or wel\lth, l\l't, 11nd 
culture, exdl\imed, "How ml\ny things there are which I 
c11n do without I" Muny I\ m11n !ms been content without 
being godly, but the highest chMt,cter of all is that of 
"godliness with contentment" (1 Tim. Yi. 6). 

Elll'LO\"ERS Ai-:D Elll'LO'f:ED.-Tho mistress who h9S no 
c11ro for her se1·v,1nts, except to get I\S much work out or 
them ns she cnn; who gives them no counsd, no sympathy, 
mul no enro; tho cmployor who hns no consid,,rnti0n for 
those who work for him, nnd no thought for thl'ii' well­
beiug,-lhese, nml l\ll liko them, m·e foiling of their ,luty and 
responsibility in tho sight of God; nml their sin is tb,, 
gmitcr in propol'tion to the wenkuess of th0o0 ,kp,,u,knt 
upon thom; oml in oll suoh ,loings you will 11mkr,;t11,ud 
whero Pou! wouhl l\pply his teo,·hing in our ,lay. A{ir,,l 
l/01rla11d, 011 the Rpistl,· to Timothy. 



THE SWEARER'S PRAYER. 

IN the early years of the Religious Trnet 
Society, there was n little four-page tract 
on its cataloguP, entitled "The Swearer's 

Prayer." ,vhen, or by whom it was written, or 
when it was withdrawn from circulation, I do 
not know, but it had a very large circulation, 
and was on many occasions of great usefulnes•. 
In the "Jubilee Memorial" of the Society, 
published in 1850, l\Ir. William Jones, then the 
acting secretary, g:we a list, in an appendix, of 
the "total issues of tracts which have obtained 
large circulation." In this list about fifty tracts 
are named as having been published before 1827, 
and the circulation of the Swearer's Prayer is 
reported then as 1,704,589; more than double as 
many as of any other tract, although there are 
among them many familiar and popular old 
friends; such as" The Way to Heaven," "Poor 
Joseph," the "Dairyman's Daughter," "James 
Covey," "Two Enns and Two Ways," and "Christ 
the only Refuge." Of these and many others, 
hundreds of thousands were circulated, but none 
of them approaching the issue of " The Swearer's 
Prayer," of which about two millions must have 
been circulated. 

The title of the tract is certainly striking, and 
may have arrested the attention of many. Having 
with some difficulty recovered a copy, I find the 
matter to be very plain an<l simple, as will be seen 
from its opening words: "What! a swearer pray ! 
Yes, swearer, whether thou thiukest so or not, each 
of thine oaths is a prayer-an appeal to the holy 
and almighty God, whose name thou darest so 
impiously to take into thy lips." Aud then the 
tract proceeds to show that the oath is really a 
short prayer that a soul should be deprived of 
eternal happiness or plunged into eternal misery. 
After a short exposition of the meaning of the 
oath, some cases are quoted, where the praJ'el' 
was answered in a fearful manner. In several 
instances, immediate death followed the utterance 
of the oath; and these are not reported from mere 
rumour, but cited from authentic records; as in 
the case of a man upon whom sudden death fell 
while swearing, and a coroner's jury returned 
the verdict-" <lied from the judgment of God.» 

We can also see in perusing the tract, why it 
was very properly withdrawn f~om circulatio!1. 
It is not always seemly to attnbute events Ill 

human life to the" judgment of God," even when 
fearful punishment is seen to follow daring 
impiety. Some of the instances, moreover! refer 
to conditions which have passed away, as m tho 
account of a man who was struck dead while 
uttering horrid imprecations at a cock-fighting 
match. 'l'he tract had become "out of date," so 
to spe~k; but, altho~gh swearing, like cl_runkon­
ness, 1s less obtn1111vo than formerly m some 
classes of society, there is still much need of a 
solemn warning against thoughtles~ and profane 
oaths, and it might have been well to prepare a 
new and seasonalJ!e tract, so as to keep so striking 
a title on the catalogue. 

7ol 

In some of the old Roporl.s of the Society, 
rnmarkablo instances are given of the influence 
exerted by the distribution of this as of other 
publications. One of these instan~es was after­
wards republished in a book of" Tract Anecdotes," 
which is also now out of print. My present 
object is to tell a true story not there reported, 
but of which there is an authentic record. 

It was in "the old coaching days," as long ago 
as 1815, that a gentleman having travelled from 
Oxford to London, alighted, one rainy, gloomy 
NovemLer evening, at Hatchett's Hotel,Piccadilly. 
He asked the office porter, or the "boots," to call 
a hackney-coach, for there were no cabs in those 
days. The only coach on the stand was soon at 
the door, and when he had seated himself, and 
the luggage was placed, the coachman got the 
address where he was to drive, at Camberwcll, 
where the gentleman then resided. On hearing 
the direction repeated by the porter, the coach­
man declared, with fearful oaths, that he would 
not go there. He lived at Shoreditch, he sai,l, 
and his horses had been out all day, and could 
not go so far as Camberwell. The drfrer was 
remonstrated with, but in vain, and his language, 
became, if possible, more violent and profane. 
The gentleman reminded him that he was 
rendering himself liable to a serious penalty for 
refusing, but he said that if he drove to another 
stand, or met with another coach disengaged, he 
would gladly pay him for his trouble and release 
him; adding, that if it were not for the luggage, 
he would prefer walking in the rain rnther than 
hear such horrid words from his lios. After some 
delay the man drove on, and o~ reaching the 
housti he demanded more than double his legal 
fare, which under the circumstances was given. 

More than a year afterwardi;:, the same gentle­
man arrived again at Hatchett's in a stage-coach 
from Bath, and again a hackney coach was called 
from the stand. He was somewhat surprised at the 
unusual civility of the coachman, and his readi­
ness to assist in the proper disposal of the baggage. 
On J1earing the porter inquire the direction, he 
said, "Don't trouble the gentleman, I know his 
house at Camberwell." On arriving at the gate 
he was extremely civil, and actively assistell in 
carrying the luggage into the house. He then 
asked for procisoly the legal fare, and on getting 
it, with a little over for his civility and his help, 
tho coachman, touching his hat, saill, "I kuow 
you, sir, though you have forgotten me." 

He saicl ho had no recollection of having over 
seen him boforo that evoninp;. 

"Oh, yes, sir," replied the coachman, "don't 
you remembor alighting from a couch in Picco.­
dilly about a year ag0, and being driven homo 
by a ooachman who swore dreadful, aml for a 
long timo refnsoll to move? Auel I toltl you an 
awful lio, sir, when I ,mill my horses wern too 
tired; but I didn't liko the long drfro to 
Cltmborwcll, and then to Shoroditch whero I 
livo." 



782 'l'lm SW.1<:AltRU'S PHAYElt. 

'l'ht, gcmtlonrnn t.ho11 rooollocto1l tho 1111111, n111l 
tho circmnstn11ces t>f thnt night, though tlwy 
hnd pnsscd from his mrmm·y till tlrns rocnllotl. 
11 Hut.," ho sttid, 11 I should not lmvo lc11own yon 
ngain, yon seem so much nltor0tl. 11 

"I hopo I nm, Bir," said ho, 11 nml I nm sm·o I 
ought to bo." 

llocoming iutorostod, tho gontlcmnn nskocl t.o 
whnt tho cluuigo WllB owing; hnving first ordorod 
8011\0 rnfrcshmcnt for tho conchmn11, who snid hit:l 
horsos would ho nll right for n few minutcR, Ho 
then a11sworod in uonrly the following words, 
ns for us thoy woro rcmomborod by thoso who 
listcnod. • 

"Aftur I left you 1hnt night, sir, I went homo, 
having picked up no othor fore. After minding 
the horsei:i, I wont to tnko n look, ns UllUttl, iusiilo 
thO" coach, in cnse there might ho unything loft 
there. I did not think then about giving any­
thing back to the owner, excopt there wns n 
reward offered, but for my own use. ,von, on 
the sent of the conch I found two littlo books, nncl 
took them into the houso in my hnnd. ,vhen my 
wife wns cookiug my bit of supper, I lookod at 
one of the books, 1,nd the firat words I so.w wont 
to my heart like un urrow. 'l'ho words wore 1 'l'ho 
Swearer's Pmyer.' 'Horn's n go,' sctid I, 'who.t, 
cn11 a swectrer pray?' I took it np ctgnin, ctnd 
was so curious, tho.t I never tasted n morsel till 
I hctd read it right through. I wont to bod n.fter 
my supper, but wus ctwctke most of the night 
thinking of whnt I lrnd rend. As soon ns it wets 
daylight., I read the little book ctgctin, and when 
my wife came to breakfast, I read it out to her." 

"' Mary,' suid, I, 'it's true, every word of it. 
Many n time I've prayed for my own dam1mtion ; 
but look what's hero-'' Repent and tulll to 
Jesus, who died for swon.rors and nll tlrnt oro 
bad-"' and the poor thing cried ns if her hourt 
would break, ond I could not holp crying too, 
though it was nmny u. day sinoe I hctd t:1hod u. 
tectr." 

" • Mary,' sctid I, 'this is Sunday morning; I 
have not been in a chmch since I wns et sohuol­
boy, we will go tu one to-du.y.' And so we did, 
sii'; u.nd what do you think wore the words that 
tho minister took for his text-I novor cnn forget 
them sir-' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
u.ncl thou shalt be rnved.' Yos, thou, if over BO 

bad, over so sinful, fo1· Ho oumo to sctvo sinnore, 
even the very chief. 

" ,vhcn wo got home, my wife remem borod what 
tho words of the text wore, u.nd she borrowed n 
Dible from a neighbour, 1111d we talked together 
about who.t the ministor snid of the blessed 
Saviour, who ho.d done ctnd sufforod so much 
for poor sinners. If ovor n mctn pmyod in his 
lifo, I am sure I prnyed that night, nml God 
Almighty hoctrd my prayer. 

"This is nil I ho.vo to tell you, sir, except to 
thunk you from my heort, and my wife's heart, 
too, that you over put tlrnt little ~ook on t!10 
i;ont of my couch. If yon tnko tins ourcl, su·, 
and woro ovor noor tho.t tlirootion, tho noigh­
bours will perhctps tc::11 you how wo got 011, nnd 
tho chongo nmdo on us in tho your siuoo wo fin1t 
mot, sir," 

Huppy man I IIo tipuko with tho onruostuoi,t:1 

nntl Rimplicity of t,rntJ1, nncl ho wont r,ft' with 
goocl wishos from lho family nt Carnliorwoll. 

It wns n loug tilllo nftorwnrdR-1,etweon two 
n11d t,hrco ycnrs-thnt tho gontlornrm ono clay 
found l1imHolf not Car from the torwhman'H homo 
ln l~m1t Lonclon. 'L'ho man was not in tho house, 
hut his wife nnd two grown-up tlnnghtors woro ai 
homo, in I\ nont nnd chrorful ctbodo. They WM'e 
not !lUrprisod nt tho vi~it, for tho convcrsatiun 
hnd ofton tnrnO(l to tho Cumbonvoll adventure; 
nnd thoy gnvo grntofnl but rospootful welcome 
to" tho good friond of tho fomily," ns they cnllod 
him. 11 'l'horo was a largo lliblo nt h1\ncl, bearing 
plnin mctrks of being frequently rend; the 
Pilgrim's Progress; o.ncl a Jew little books on 
Lhe fable, o.mong whioh I saw some copies of 
''l'ho Swenror's Pmyer.' The good wifo saw the 
smilo tlmt followod my glanco 11.t the well-known 
tract; an<l llho sni<l with much emotion, 'It was 
et good thought that made you put that on the 
ooaoh seat I' 

"She told me that hor husband always Imel some 
of those in his pockot, so that he might give one 
to et swearer nnd ask him to reo.d it, and to })ray 
it mi~ht bo ns blessed to him as it hus been to 
us-she s,1id. 

"I snt a good while pleased with all I henrd and 
and saw, tho girls busy wiih their needle, o.nd 
the mother fully sonsiVo of the happy home they 
were in. ' Oh, sir,' :,he said as I was coming 
u.wny, 'when I remember who.t we were, and 
what our homo was in former days, nml know 
the comfort we enjoy now, my heart is full of 
thankfulness.'" 

The gentleman neve1· sctw thi;i coaclmrnn again, 
at loast he ho.d not when he wrote this recollec­
tion; but whntevor lrnppcned o.fterwnrds, it is 
ploctsnnt to givo ihis bit of Loncl011 life, in con­
nection with the old but now forgotten tract, 
"'l'ho Swcu.ror's Praycr." 

INFLUENCE OF THE GOSPEL IN THE 
OLD ROMAN EMPIRE. 

WHILE tlio cmpiro WI\S lo~ing its Ro_nmu clmmcteristic~, 
it WI\B nt tho Bl\11\0 tuno growrng moro I\U<l 1uoro 
ChristiRu l\t hcnrt. Umk1· Constnutino nml his 

immodiRto suocosso1·s lho nmchinrry of gon,mmcnt wns only 
jnst \Jogiuning to \Jo cffodod by tho ohunio of tho ompl'ror'it 
religion. Though tho sovorcigu J1L'r:,on1\lly ,ms Christhlll, 
tho eyetom rom11i110ll whnt it Juul boon bdi,,n,. l\fony of 
tho high ollloinls woro still p11~1111s, 11ml tho fonu aud spirit 
or nl\ ,ulmiuistmtivo l\llll lo,;Rl \Jusinuss w11s u1111lton,d from 
wh11t it hn,l bcon in tho third N'ntury. It is not till forty 
yonrs nftor Constl\11tino's 1kt1th tlrnt wo find tho Clufati<m 
spil'it fully pouotrnting out ot' tlw ,piritlml into tho umt,,rit\l 
~1;h01·0 of lifo, ALtompts hy tho Sh1to to s11pp1·t'SS moml sin 
no loee tl111u lognl ,,1·imo bt•gin with Theodosius 1,, wlwso 
01·u11111\o ng11inst sox1ml imuwrnlity would luwo bcou in-
00111prchonsiblo to ov,,11 tho b,,st of tho p11gi1u m1p,·1'1.>r:,. 
'l'ho old gl11,li11tol'i11! shows, ono of tho most ,•lu11"cll'l'isl,i,, 
11ml 1·t•pulsivo foatm·os of H,,11111u lifo, WCl'0 11bo!ish,1d nut 
long 11rtor. '!'hoy sm·l'il'ctl for sixty yc11rs 11t ltoull), t~1ough 
Oh1·isth1u Co11sl11nti11nplo 11c\'c1· lrnuw th,•1u. But this mw 
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not foe work of tho Stnlc, but of n single indivhlunl. Ono 
,lny, in A.D. 401, !ho gnmcs hnd begun, oncl tho glndintore 
wcro nbeut to e11gage, when lhc monk Tclcruuchue lenpt 
,!own into U.1e nrcun 1tncl throw himself between the coru­
bu:uuts, ndjuriug them not to sfoy thefr brclhrou. Thero 
wns nn angry scuffic, nud tho goo,! monk wns elniu, But 
his dcuth hucl the effect thCLt his I retests might hnvo foiled 
to bring .nbout, nucl no glndiutol'inl show wns ever given 
ngaiu. 

Ju other provinces of social life the work of Christianity 
wns no less mnrkcd. It put nu end to the deteslo.ble 
practice of infanticide which pervCLdcd the nncicnt world, 
resting on the ussumption tlmt tho father hnd the right to 
decide whether or not he wo·ukl rea.r the child he ha.d 
begotten. Constantine ma.de the Stute assume the charge 
of feeding and rearing the children of the destitute, lest 
thefr pnrents should be tempted to cast them forth to perish 
in the old fashion, a.nd V a.lentinia.n I. in 371: assimilatecl 
infanticide to other forms of murder, and ma.de it a capital 
offence. 

Sia.very wa.s also profoundly affected by the teo.ching of 
the Church. The ancient world, save e. few philosophers, 
had reganled the slave with such contempt that he was 

Firda.le, Tom 
wns duly 
waiting to 
hand her 
the pack­
ages. 

''I wish 
you we1·e 
coming too," 
ea.id she, as 

he turned away, 
waving his cap. 
She sa.w his lithe 
figure run down the 
station steps, then 
!Je stopped to give a 
final wo.ve. How 
straight, and strong, 
and handsome he 
looked! 

l\Iyra wa.s proud of her b1ight young hrother, and mennt 
to be prouder still some day, when perhaps ho had made n 
name in the world. 

On reaching the pondd she found Dortha, Minnie, ancl 
Ada Farrant already there, with theil· govcrnoss, and a 
p1uty of young folks. The three girls welcomed Mym 
noisily, which was their 'Nay of doing most things. 

"We thought of course you were not coming, as you dicl 
not join us at starting,'' said Dcrlha.. And Minnio added, 
"Fancy your aunt letting you come alone I ,vo'ro not a. 
,·ery prim family, es you know, but you wouldn't catch 
fnother trusting one of us." 

.A burning blush rose to lllyrn's brow. Allhongh l'Oa,ly 

harclly reckonecl o. moral being or conceived to nave rights 
or virtues. Christianity taught thht he wa.s a man with an 
immortal soul, no less than his own master, and bado slnvcs 
nud freemen meet on terms of perfect ec1uali ty arounrl the 
baptismal font and before the sacred table. It was from 
the first taught that the man who manumitted his slaves 
earned the npproval of heaven, and a.11 occasions of re­
joicing, public and privnte, were fitly commemorated by the 
libemtion of deserving individuals. Though slavery was 
not extinguished for centuries, its evils were immensely 
modified; Justinian's legislation shows that by his time 
public opini<m had condemned the characteristic evils of 
ancient slavery; he permitted the intermarriage of slaves 
a11d free pereons, stipulating only for the consent of the 
owner of the servile partner in the wedlock. He declared 
the children of such mixed marriages free, and he made the 
prostitution of e. slave by a master a criminal offence. 
Hereditary ale.very became almJst unknown, a.nd the insti­
tution wa.s only kept up by the intrnduclion of bai'barian 
ca.ptirns. heathens and enemies, whose posit:on did not 
appeal so keenly to the mind of their ca.ptors.-The Byzan­
tium Empire. By C. W. C. Ome.n, F.S.A, " Story of the 
Nations " Series. 

,HER OWN WAY. 

CHAPl'Ell II. 

to set propriety at defio.nce herself, she did not a.t all relish 
the idea. that her friends were careless of apprnrances, or 
ignorant of what was correct. So having answered rat!Jer 
lollllly-fo1· the benefit of the governess-that her brotber 
had but just left her a.t Firdale, she whispered confidentially 
to the rest, "Don't breathe it to l\Iiss Field-auntie thinks 
we are both !here, but I meant to skate, and here I am." 

Much giggling, and many approving e:s:cla.ma.lions greeted 
this a.vowa.l. Myra forgot the momentary pang with ,vhich 
she had garbled the trntb, and felt once more a high-spirite<l 
damsel who could not bl'Ook restraint. In a Ycry few 
minutes her ska.tes were on, nncl she was flying onr the 
smooth da.rk ice, mcnier than any of them. Myra. skated 
bee.utifnlly; she enjoyed the keen air and b1isk motion, 
and was by no means insensible to the fact that she looked 
he1· best and prettiest skimming along lightly as a bird, to 
the admimtion and envy of the Farrants, and their friends. 
'fho only drawback to her pleasll.l'e was thnt smne of the 
friends were rather more familiar than Myro, who loved to 
stand on he1· dignity, quite liked. She thought they treated 
her in rather too free-and-easy a foshion than the shortness 
of their acquaintance warrnnted. As if it were to be 
wondered at, considering the mannc1· of her iutroduetion to 
these young people. 

Tho sun, a ruddy ball of fire, sank behind the church 
tower; o. b1·ight slar glimmered h~re nncl there in the early 
dusk. Now for a final race light round tile pond, o.nd then 
with a little sigh lllyrn p1·epared to go. 

"You 01·e very foolish," oriod Dortha, "you arc missing 
tho best of the fnu; we o.re going to ha.ve torches by-a.ud­
by, 11nd we sha.lf walk home by moonlight." 

"Desides," pipecl little Adu, "if you aro naughty, you 
ought to have nil you cau fo1· it," 
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"You shouldn't cnll llfyrn nnu~hly," snid Minnie. 
"Good logic though I" rcmnrketl their cousin Frctl. 

"Como on, Miss lllyrn, you rnny us well lie hung for 11 shcop 
ns n lnmb." 

•· Thnt's just the mistnko thnt most people mnke," ropliocl 
Myrn, with 11 superior air. "'l'hoy clo1i't know when to 
stop, nnd they got themselves nnd others into trouble. Now 
ns I g<'nemlly clo know when to stop, I got n good time, nntl 
nobody's nuy tho worse." 

So snyiug lllym turned resolutely homewnnl, comforlnbly 
complnc,·nt ns e1•cr. 

The frosty nil' had given nu edgo to her henllhy girlisl1 
nppetito; nnd she remembered with much sntisfnction thnt 
nurse nlwnys treated them to hot scones ou Sntmclny, when 
tho ironing operntions ioft tho kitchen firn bright cmcl clenr, 
lllyrn thought they would tnste doubly gootl to-night. But 
on entering the house no frngrant odour of ten 0,utl to11st 
greeted her, no clleerful clutter of cups, no bnbblo of children's 
voices. The light from the llllll I11mp foll on 11 pile of rugs, 
nud au overcont-Tom's overco11t, surely-11nd on tile table 
was a gentlemnn's hut-the doctor's. Myra recognised it nt 
once, for the doctor often cnmo to see Dick. W 11s Dick 
worse? Whnt a good thing she hnd come be.ck. There 
need be no delay about bis medicine. Tile kitchen door 
opened, an,l lllary nppeared, a hot water bottle in her hands 
her eyes red with crying. 

"Oh, llliss lllyra, niut it dreadful?" said she, hurrying 
up the ;tairs. "Poor Master Tom I" 

For the first time in her life Myre. felt like fainting. She 
went into tile dining-room, and found Lizzie and Totty 
crouching by the neglected fire. 

"What is it-what is the matter?" she demanded. 
Totty ran to meet her. 
" l\Iyra, l\Iyra, I a1.n so frightened. Why do they hurt 

Tom? I co.nuot bear to hear him scream again." 
"What is the matter?" repeated Myra. 
Lizzie lifted a pale scnred face. 
" Tom was running clown Care Hill," she said, "and ho 

slipped and broke his leg." 

That night Myra sat alone in her room, and reck-0ned up 
her gains. And the rnry most ehe could make of them was 
the fleeting pleasure of o.n hour. This then to the good. 
To the bad, honour stained, pence lost, hopes broken. The 
balance wns all on the wrong side, end like many another 
bankrupt, Myra stared aihast nt the price paid for a wortll­
less bargaiu. And it was not her own treasure she had 
frittered away. Tile bap1iine~s of the household, tho 
prospects of her brother, for of course tl,is accident would 
co.use a serious break in h's studies, were sacrificed. The 
recollection of this was a terrible sting. And to think that 
in all his po.in be never said it was through her he h11d 
gone down that slippery hill. "But I will tell Aunt Anna 
everything to-morrow," murmured Myra, ns after e. long 
time spent on her knees, she prepared to lo.y her head on 
her pillow. "I will not hide from her nny more than from 
myself, how miserably selfish I b11ve beeu. Help me, 0 
Lord, to be better!" Hero was n. simple prayer, but it 
came from the henl'l; and Go1l docs not mind simplioity if 
there be earnestness. \Ve mo.y be sure mol'covrr, it w11s not 
made in vain, since He loves repentance. "Tllo sacrifices 
of God arc o. broken spirit; 11 brokeu nncl o. contrite heart, 
0 God, Thou wilt not de~pise." 

But repentance, even though it springs from tb11t "godly 
sorrow" of which St. Po.ul speo.ks, docs not shield from tbo 
present consequences of sin-it woulrl bo much more 
populnr if it did, you mny be cel'to.in. It. wins forgiveness, 
but immcdi"te couae11uenccs must l'Un their courao. You 
cnn no more hinder tl1em than you cnn hinder the widening 
circle of rippks wliich ruITTe the eurf11ce of the l11ke wbon 

you throw 11 sloT-10 into the water. The stone sinks at once, 
nnd took such a tiny space, but the ripples-how fast they 
sprcatl-how large the circle grows. A little thing to cause 
such 11 disturbo.nce. Antl thoughtful people know thnt tlie 
consc11uenccs of every nction, good or bad, a.re too numerous 
to be tmced. 

Myrn, I dnl'o say, had heard all this, and had probably­
being 11 girl with plenty of brains, o.nd fond of using them 
-pondered over it 11s o. curious fact. But she was now to 
learn the lesson prnctic111ly, and with bitter pain and sorrow. 

It wns bnd enough to feel the precious weeks were passing 
which should hnvo clor.o so much for Tom at school, and to 
know tbnt many more must pass before he was strong ond 
ncti ve ngnin ; os he would be, of course, for although the 
doctor pronounced the fracture a bud one, broken legs are 
mended every day. But when complications began to arise, 
o.ud tl..te doctor looked grave and brought o. brother doctor, 
and 11 sickening fear sprnng up which nobody liked to put 
into words, poor Myra felt that her punishment wos almost 
greater than she could bear. 

Aunt Anno. comforted and consoled her more than any­
body. She wns so sweet, so gentle, and so patient during 
this time of trio.I, that Myra felt instinctively her secret 
must be worth finding out. So they bad long talks together, 
and gradually the young girl learned something of the 
olde1 woman's trust in the heavenly Wisdom which order1 
all things right. In one of tllese talks Aunt Anna said, 
"You know, dear child, you poBBess great iufluence o'l"er 
Tom as his elder sister, but you have not always used that 
influence for good. Perhaps our Heavenly Father sent this 
check in mercy. You think it hard to bear being the in­
direct cause of maiming him for life, but this would be 
nothing to the agony of feeling that your example bud led 
him into evil ways. Influence is a mighty power, Myra. 
Pray to God that you may never misuse it." 

"Maiming him for life?" Yes, tbo.t fa what it came to. 
Tom had youth in his favour, and grew stroug and hearty 
11gain in time, but he left his bed crippled-minus a leg. 

So he never won the scholarship, and never went to 
Cambridge; nnd he me.into.ins in his own cheery way that 
he regrets neither, for if it had not been for those long 
months of inaction with his broken limb, he would newr 
have discovered bis to.lent for designing. Tllat talent, 
carefully trained, brings him in e. very fair income to-duy, 
and provides 11 comfortnble home for Aunt Annll, and 
invalid Diok, and the once bo.rd-working father, now grown 
old 11nd feeble. N urae Hilton too, is not forgotten, but fiud3 
a peaceful asylum by her nurseling's hearth, aud there 
"clinches her arguments," as of old, to bis complete satisfac­
tion. The sisters ore 11ll married. l\lyra hns three boys 
who thiuk her the gentlest, kindost, dearest mother in tl.e 
world. They hnrdly believe her when she tells them what 
n wilful headstrong girl she used to be. But it only need. 
the tnp to.p of Uncle Tom's wooden leg to remind l\lym 
herself of at lcnst one oocnsion when she paid dearly enough 
fo1· ho.ving "her own wny." sYDXEY GREY. 
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